^rpsentcb  to 
of  tl]e 

Pntliergitg  of  ®aronto 

H 

MRS.  HAROLD  HUNTER 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

University  of  Toronto 


http://www.archive.org/details/workswithmemoiroOOsmol 


6  ^^o  C 


'""'    OKKS 


10 BIAS    SMOI.l.E'r'r. 


MEHOIM  01-   Ills  IJFK  AXD  WinTlNCS, 

BY 

SIR   V\  ALTER   S('(yi"l\ 


jyi)  yjyi^:  jlluhtha  77oys. 


cominK  IN  ONI-:  volume. 

519369 


NEW    YORK: 

OKORGE     ROliTLEDGK    AND     SONS 

410    Broom i:   STKKi:r. 


.i 


PR 


([totttents. 


k    .MEMOIR    OF  THi:   Llli:   AND    WRITINGS  oF    TOBIAS   8M0LLET,  BY  SIR 

WALTER  sc:orr 


r»[E  ADVENrLTU:S  OF  PEKEGi'JNE  riCK[.i:, 

JlIE  ADVENTUra:S  OF  FERDINAND  COUNT  FAI  Ho>f. 

YBK  ADVENTURES  OF  RODEKICK  RANDO:\r,  \or,.   II.     . 

THE  ADVENTURES  OF  ^=IR  LAUNCELOT  GREAVICS,  \oh.  II. 

THE  EXPEDITION  OF  HUMPHREY  CLINKER, 

■)HE  HI5-T0RV  A.-<1)  ADVENTURES  OF  AN  ATO^f, 


'2i) 

3TI 

9 

'2\1 

4-.) 


P  O  I^  M  S 


THE  TEARS  OF  SCOTLAND, 5l>7 

«)NG iJ.. 

PURLE.SQUE  ODE, ,        .        .  T-S 

(>I»E  TO  MIRTH, \h. 

ODE  TO  SLEm',     ....                ...                 ...                 .  ib. 

ODE  TO  BLUE-EYED  ANN ,        ,         ,         .  539 

ODE  TO  INDEPENTEN'CE, ib 


ADVERTISEMlilNr   JO  THE  THIRD  BRITISH  EDITION. 


At  length  Peregrine  I'ickle  iniikc^  lii.^  ap- 
pearance in  a  new  edition,  in  spite  of  all  the 
art  and  industry  that  were  used  to  stifle  him 
in  die  birth,  by  certain  booksellers  and  others, 
who  were  at  unconunon  pains  to  misrepre- 
sent the  work  and  cahimniate  the  aiitlior. 

The  performance  was  decried  as  an  im- 
moral piece,  and  a  scurrilous  libel ;  the  author 
was  charged  with  having  defamed  tiie  charac- 
fers  of  particular  persons,  to  whom  he  lay 
under  considerable  obligations^ :  and  some  for- 
midable critics  declared  tliat  the  book  was 
void  of  humour,  charactnr,  and  t;entiment. 

These  charge.^,  had  tncy  been  supported 
fiy  proof,  would  have  certainly  damned  tlie 
writer  and  all  his  works ;  and  even,  unsup- 
ported  as  they  were,  had  an  tmfavonrable 
effect  with  the  public  :  but,  luckily  for  him, 
his  real  character  was  not  unknown ;  and 
some  readers  were  determined  to  judge  for 
themselves,  rather  than  trust  implicitly  to  the 
allegations  of  his  enemies.  The  book  was 
found  not  altogether  unworthy  of  their  re- 
••ommendation  ;  a  very  largo  impression  has 
been  sold  in  England ;  ani.thor  was  bought 
up  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom  ;  the  work  has 
been  translated  into  the  French  language ; 
end  the  demand  for  the  original  lately  in- 
creased in  England.  It  was  the  authors 
iuty    therefore,  as  well  as  jiis  interest,  to 


oblige  the  public  with  this  edition,  wliich  he 
htis  endeavoured  to  render  less  unworthy  of 
their  acceptance,  by  retrenching  the  super- 
tluitiee  of  the  tirst,  reforming  its  manners, 
and  correcting  its  expression.  Divers  unin- 
teresting incidents  are  wholly  suppressed  : 
some  humourous  scenes  ne  has  endeavoured 
to  heighten  ;  and  he  flaVters  himself  that  hs 
has  expunged  every  adventure,  phrase,  and 
insinuation,  that  could  be  constmed  by  the 
most  delicate  reader  into  a  trespass  upon  the 
rules  of  decorum. 

Jle  owns,  with  contrition,  that,  in  one  "r 
two  instances,  he  gave  way  too  much  to  tlie 
suggestions  of  personal  resentment,  and  n-- 
pr€sented  characters  as  they  appeared  to  him 
at  that  time,  through  the  exaggerating  me- 
dium of  prejudice  :  but.  he  has  in  this  impress- 
ion endeavoured  to  make  atonement  for  these 
extravagancies.  Howsoever  lie  may  have 
erred  in  point  of  judgment  or  discretion,  he 
defies  the  whole  world  to  prove  that  he  was 
ever  guilty  of  one  act  of  malice,  ingratitude, 
or  dishonour.  Tliis  declaration  he  may  be 
pennitted  to  make,  without  incumng  iho 
imputation  of  vanity  or  presumption,  con- 
sidering the  numerous  shafts  of  envy,  rancour 
and  revenge,  that  have  lately,  both  in  privatn 
and  in  public,  been  levelled  at  his  ropu- 
tation. 
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fife  aiiir  Writings  of  Smollett. 


I'hk  life  of  Smollflt,  wliosc  genius  lias  raisetl 
•II  imperisliable  monument  to  his  fame,  lias 
been  written,  with  spirit  and  elegance,  by  his 
friend  and  contemporary,  the  celebrated  l)r 
Moore,  and  more  lately  by  Dr  Uoltert  Ander- 
son, of  Edinburiiih,  will)  a  careful  research, 
■»hich  leaves  us  little  except  tiic  task  of  selec- 
'.ioii  and  abridgement. 

Our  author  was  di-scended  from  an  ancient 
«nd  honourable  family,  an  advantage  to  which 
from  various  passages  in  his  writings,  he  seems 
to  have  attached  considerable  weight,  and  the 
e-;nsciousness  of  which  seems  to  have  contributed 
its  share  in  forming  some  of  the  peculiarities  of 
his  character. 

Sir  Jai'.ics  Smollett,  of  Ronhill,  the  grandla- 
tber  of  tlie  celebrated  author,  was  bred  to  the 
bar,  became  one  of  the  commissaries  (i.  e.  con- 
sistorial  judges)  of  Edinburgh,  represented  the 
buigh  of  Danbarton  in  the  Scottish  parliament, 
itnd  lent  his  aid  to  dissolve  that  representative 
body  for  ever,  being  one  of  the  commissioners 
for  framing  the  union  with  England.  Uy  his 
lady,  a  daughter  of  Sir  Aulay  Mac  Aulay,  of 
Ardincajjle,  Sir  James  Smollett  had  four  sons, 
of  whom  Arcliibald,  the  youngest,  was  fatiier  of 
the  poet. 

It  appears  that  Archibald  Smollett  followed 
no  profession,  and  that,  without  his  father's  con- 
sent, he  marrieti  an  amiable  woman,  Barbara, 
daughter  of  Mr  Cunningham,  of  Gilbcrlfield. 
'i'hc  disunion  betwixt  the  son  and  fatlier,  to 
wliicii  this  act  of  imprudence  gave  rise,  did  not 
l»revent  Sir  James  Smollett  from  assigning  to 
him,  for  his  support,  the  house  and  farm  of 
Dalquharn,  near  his  own  mansion  of  lioiihill. 
Archibald  Smollett  died  early,  leaving  two  sons 
»nd  a  daughter  wholly  dependent  on  the  kind- 
ness of  his  grandfather.  The  eldest  son  em- 
braced tlie  military  life,  and  perished  by  the 
shipwreck  of  a  transport.  The  daughter,  Jane, 
married  Mr  Telfer,  of  Lca<ihills,  and  her  dc- 
iidant  C»pUin  John  Smollett,  U    N.,    now 


represents  the  family,  and  possesses  the  esta(? 
of  Konhill.  The  second  son  of  Archibald 
Smollett  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

Tobias  Smollett  (baptized  Tobias-GeorgeJ 
was  born  in  1721,  in  the  old  house  of  Dalquburn, 
in  the  valley  of  Leven,  in  perhaps  the  most 
beautiful  district  in  Britain.  Its  distinguished 
native  has  celebrated  the  vale  of  Leven,  notonlv 
in  the  beautiful  ode  addressed  to  his  parent 
stream,  out  in  the  expedition  of  Humphrey 
Clinkc'\  wiiere  he  mentions  tlic  home  of  his 
forefathers  in  the  following  enthusiastic,  yet  not 
exaggerated  terms;  "A  very  little  above  the 
source  of  the  Leven,  on  the  lake,  stands  the 
house  of  Cameron,  belonging  to  .Mr  Smollett,* 
so  embosomed  in  an  oak  wood  that  we  did  not 
see  it  till  we  were  within  fifty  yards  of  the  door. 
The  lake  approaciies,  on  one  side,  to  within  six 
or  seven  yards  of  tiie  window.  It  might  liavp 
been  placed  in  a  higher  situation,  which  would 
have  afforded  a  more  extensive  prospect,  and  a 
drier  atmosphere  ;  but  tiiis  imperfection  is  not 
chargeable  on  the  present  proprietor,  who  \>\\r- 
chascd  it  ready  built,  rather  than  be  at  the  trou- 
ble of  repairing  his  own  family  house  of  Bonhill, 
which  stands  two  miles  from  hence,  on  the  Le- 
ven, so  surrounded  with  ulantations,  that  it  used 
to  be  known  by  tlie  name  of  the  mavis  (or  thrush) 
nest.  Above  that  house  is  a  romantic  glen,  oi 
clet"t  of  a  mountain,  covered  witii  hanging  woods, 
having,  at  bottom,  a  stream  of  fine  water,  that 
forms  a  number  of  cascades  in  its  <Iescent  to 
join  the  Leven,  so  that  the  scene  's  quite  en- 
chanting. 

"  I  have  seen  tlic  Lago  di  Gardi,  \Ibano  de 
Vico,  Bolsena,  and  Geneva,  and  I  iirefer  Loch- 
Lomond  to  tliem  all  ;  a  preference  which  is  cer- 
tainly owing  to  the  verdant  islands  that  seem  te 
float  upon  its  surface,  afTorffing  the  most  en 
chanting  objects  of  repose  to  the  excursive  vie.v 
N'or  are  the  banks   destitute  of  beauties,  which 
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iven  partake  of  the  siiblimc.  On  this  side  they 
ilisplav  a  s*eet  variety  of  wood-land,  cornfields, 
•iiid  pasture,  with  several  agreeable  villas,  emcr- 
Kiiig,  as  it  were,  out  of  llie  lake,  till,  at  some 
ilistancc,  the  pre  sped  terminates  in  Iinge  moun- 
tains, covered  \>illi  heatli,  which,  being  in  the 
iiloom,  affords  a  very  rieli  coveiing  of  pari>le. 
Every  thing  here  is  romantic  bejond  imagi- 
nation. This  country  is  justly  styled  the  Arca- 
dia of  Scotland.  I  do  not  doubt  but  it  may  vie 
with  Arcadia  in  every  thing  but  climate.  I  am 
iiure  it  excels  it  in  verdure,  wood,  and  water." 

A  poet,  bre<l  up  amongst  such  scenes,  must 
l)ccome  doubly  attached  to  his  art,  and,  accord- 
ingly, it  appears  that  Smollett  was,  m  the  high- 
ist  degree,  sensible  of  tlic  beauties  of  nature, 
•Although  his  fame  has  chieily  risen  upon  his 
p.o'.ver  of  delineating  human  character.  He  ob- 
iiined  the  rudiments  of  classical  knowledge  at 
.he  Dunbarton  grammar-school,  then  taught  by 
Mr  John  Love,  the  sca.-ce  less  learned  ai»tago- 
iiist  of  the  learned  Iluddiman.  From  thence  he 
lemoved  to  Glasgow,  where  he  pursued  his 
-tuilies  witli  diligence  and  success,  and  was 
Inally  bound  apprentice  to  Mr  John  Gordon,  an 
.■mlnent  surgeon.  'I'his  destination  was  con- 
trary to  young  Smollett's  wishes,  which  strongly 
Ijtermiiied  him  to  a  military  life,  and  he  is  sup- 
posed to  have  avenged  himself  both  of  his 
grandfather,  who  contradicted  his  inclinations, 
and  of  his  master,  by  describing  the  former  un- 
der the  unamiable  character  of  the  old  judge, 
snd  the  latter  as  Mr  I'olion,  the  first  master  of 
licderick  Random.  At  a  later  period,  he  did 
Mr  Gordon  justice  by  mentioning  him  in  the 
following  terms  :  "  I  was  introduced  to  Mr 
(Jordon,"  says  Matthew  Bramble,  "a  patriot 
of  a  truly  noble  spirit,  who  is  father  of  the  linen 
manufactory  in  that  place,  and  was  the  great 
{sromnter  of  the  city  woik-house,  infirmary,  and 
jther  works  of  public  utility.  Had  he  lived  in 
ancient  Rome,  he  would  have  been  honoured 
with  a  statue  at  the  public  expense." 

During  his  apprenticeship,  Smollett's  conduct 
indicated  that  love  of  frolic,  practical  jest,  and 
playful  mischief,  of  which  his  works  show  many 
proofs,  and  the  young  novelist  gave  also  several 
proofs  of  his  talents  and  propensity  to  satire.  It 
is  said,  that  his  master  expressed  his  conviction  of 
Smollett's  future  eminence  in  very  homely,  but 
:!xpressive  terms,  when  some  of  his  neighbours 
v.ere  boasting  the  superior  decorum  and  pro- 
priety of  their  young  pupils.  "It  may  be  all 
very  true,"  said  the  keen-sighted  Mr  Gordon  ; 
"but  give  me,  before  them  all,  my  own  bubbly- 
nosed  callant,  with  the  slane  in  his  pouch" 

In  the  righteenth  year  of  Smollett's  life,  his 
^randfathei-,  Sir  James,  died,  and  made  no  provi- 
sion by  his  will  for  the  children  of  his  youngest 
■■on,  a  neglect  which,  joined  to  otiier  circum- 
stances already  mentione<l,  procured  him,  from 
his  irritable  descendant,  the  painful  distinction 
which  the  <dd  judge  holds  in  the  narrative  of 
liodtivick  Randim- 

Without  elTicient  patronage  of  any  kind, 
Smollett,  in  his  nineteenth  year,  went  to  Lon- 
■lon,  to  seek  his  fortune  wherever  he  might 
find  i".  He  carrie<l  with  him  the  Regicide,  a 
■••ogedy,    written    during    the    progress    of   his 


studies,  but  which,  though  it  evinces  in.particn» 
lar  passages  the  genius  of  the  author,  caiinot  be 
termed  with  justice  a  performance  suited  for  the 
stage.  Loi-d  Lyltleton,  as  a  patron — Garrick 
and  Lacy,  as  managers — gave  tlie  youthful  au- 
thor some  encouragement,  which  perhaps,  llie 
sanguine  temper  of  Smollett  overrated;  for,  in 
tiie  story  of  Mr  Mclopoyn  where  he  gives  Lie 
history  of  his  attempts  to  bring  the  Regicide  on 
the  stage,  the  patron  and  the  manager  are  not 
spared;  and,  in  Peregrine  Pichle,  the  ])erson- 
age  of  Gosling  Scrag,  which  occurs  in  the  first 
edition  only,  is  meant  to  represent- Lord  Lyttle- 
ton.  'I'lie  story  is  more  briefly  told  in  the  pre- 
face to  the  first  edition  of  the  Regicide,  where 
the  author  informs  us  that  his  tragedy  "  was 
taken  into  the  protection  of  one  of  those  little 
fellows  who  are  sometimes  calleil  great  men, 
and,  like  other  orjdians,  neglected  accordingly. 
Stung  with  resentment,  which  I  mistook  for  con- 
tempt, I  resolved  to  punish  this  barbarous  in- 
diflerence,  and  actually  discarded  my  patron  ; 
consoling  myself  with  the  barren  pr.iise  of  a 
few  associates,  «ho,  in  the  most  indefatigable 
manner,  emjiloyed  their  time  and  iiilluenee  in 
collecting  from  all  quarters  observations  on  my 
piece,  which,  in  consequence  of  those  sugges- 
titms,  put  on  a  new  appearance  almost  cverj-  day, 
until  my  occasion  called  me  out  of  the  kingdom." 

Disapi)ointed  in  the  hopes  he  had  founded  od 
his  theatrical  attempt,  S'mollctt  accepted  the 
situation  of  a  surgeon's  mate  on  board  of  a  shiy 
of  the  line,  in  the  expedition  to  Carthagena,  io 
1741,  of  which  he  published  a  short  account  ip 
Roderick  Random,  and  a  longer  narrative  in  a 
Compendium  of  Voyages,  published  in  1751. 
But  tlie  term  of  our  author's  service  in  the  navj 
was  chiefly  remarkable  from  his  having  acquir- 
ed, in  thatbrief  space,  such  intimate  knowledge 
of  our  nautical  world  as  enabled  him  to  <lescribe 
sailors  with  such  truth  and  spirit  of  delineation 
that,  from  tliat  time,  whoever  has  undertaken 
the  same  task  has  seemed  to  co|)y  more  fron» 
Smollett  than  from  nature.  Our  aulhoi-  quitte<i 
the  navy,  in  disgust  alike  with  the  drudgery, 
and  with  the  despotic  discipline,  which,  in  those 
days,  was  qualified  by  no  urbanity  on  the  part  ot 
the  superior  officers,  and  which  exposed  subor- 
dinates in  the  service  to  such  mortifications,  a» 
a  haughty  spirit  like  that  of  Smollett  could  very 
ill  endure.  He  left  the  service  in  the  West  In* 
dies,  and  after  a  residence  of  some  time  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  returned  to  England  in  1746. 

It  was  at  this  time,  when,  incensed  at  the 
brutal  severities  exercised  by  the  government's 
troops  in  the  Highlands,  to  which  romantic 
regions  he  was  a  neighbour  by  birth,  Smollett 
wrote  the  pathetic,  spirited,  and  patriotic  verses 
entitled  The  Tears  of  Caledonia.  The  late 
Robert  Graham,  Ksq.  of  Gartmore,  a  particular 
friend  and  trustee  of  Smollett,  has  recorded  the 
manner  in  which  this  effusion  was  poured  forth. 
"  Some  gentlemen  having  met  at  a  tavern  wei-e 
amusing  themselves  before  supper,  with  a  game 
at  cards;  while  Smollett,  not  choosing  to  play, 
sat  down  to  write.  One  of  the  company,  who 
also  was  nominated  by  him  one  of  his  trusted 
(Gartmore  himself),  observing  his  eanestnesi., 
and  supposing  he  wa«:  writing  verses    fisked  hiiu 
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fit  was  nnt  so.  Mf  aiconling:ly  rend  llu-m  tlic 
5r»t  skftcl.  of  Lis  Tears  of  Scoiluuil,  coiisistinR 
only  of  six  stanzas:  Hiiil,  on  lliiir  rciiiaikin- lli!"! 
the  H-rminalian  of  llio  i»ot'm,  l>iinpj  too  sliongly 
'.•xprcss.-d.  ini,:;lit  i,'ive  onVncc  to  llie  persons 
♦  iu)sc  (loliliii*!  (.pinions  wire  (liflcri-nt,  lie  sat 
•own,  without  reply,  anil  with  an  air  of  great 
«nlij;nalion,  subjoined  liic  conelinling  stanza: 

•' Wiile  tho  warm  blood  bedews  my  veins. 
And  uiiimpairM  remembrance  reigns, 
i{esentmeiitof  mv  country '.s  futo 
Within  my  filial  breast  shall  beat. 
Yo8,  spile  of  thine  insulting;  toe. 
My  sympathi/incj  verso  shall  ll^w 
Mourn,  hapless  Caledonia,  mourn. 
Thy  bai\ishd  peace,  iJiy  laurels  lora !" 

SmoUct  was  now  settled  in  London,  and  com- 
menced his  career  as  a  professional  m:^n.  He 
was  not  successful  as  a  physician,  probably  be- 
cause bis  independent  and  hau;;hly  spirit  neg- 
lected the  by-paths  which  had  to  fame  in  that 
profession.  "  One  account  s.iy  s,  that  be  faile<l  to 
render  hii.iself  agreeal)le  to  his  female  patimts, 
eertainlv  r.-n  for  w.int  of  address  or  figure,  for 
both  were  remarkably  pleasing,  hut  more  pro- 
bably by  a  hasty  impatience  of  listening  to  petty 
complaints,  and  a  want  of  sympathy  with  those 
who  labour.-d  under  no  real  indisposition.  It  is 
remarkable,  ihil  allhongh  very  many,  perhaps 
i!ie  Tcatest  number  of  successful  medical  nun, 
have  assumed  a  despotic  authority  over  their  \yu- 
lients  after  their  character  was  established,  few 
or  none  h.-we  risen  to  pre-eminence  in  practice 
who  used  the  same  want  of  ceremony  in  the 
torair<encement  of  tlieir  career.  Perhaps,  how- 
ever, Dr  Smollett  was  too  soon  discouraged,  and 
abandoned  prematurely  a  profession  in  which 
success  is  proverbially  slow  . 

Smollett,  who  must  have  felt  bis  own  powers, 
lad  naturally  recourse  to  bis  pen;  an<l  besides 
repeated  attempts  to  get  his  tragedy  acted,  sent 
fiirtb,  in  1716  .Idvicc,  and.  in  1747  lirpronf, 
notb  poetical  .aiires  possessed  of  considerable 
merit,  but  win  di  only  influenctd  the  fate  of  the 
atitbor,  as  they  inert  aseil  the  number  of  his  per- 
sonal enemies.  Rich,  the  manager,  was  parti- 
.nlarly  satirize  il  in  Reproof.  Smollett  bad 
written,  for  lb:  Covenl-Gardcn  theatre,  an 
opera  called  .V-  este  which  was  not  acted  incon- 
sequence of  soir.  •  ipiarrel  Ix^twixt  the  author  and 
manager,  which  Sinollet  thus  avenged. 

About  1747,  Smollet  was  married  to  Miss 
l.ascclles,  a  bcntifnl  and  accomplished  wo- 
man, to  whom  he  had  become  attached  in  the 
West  Indies.  Instead  of  an  expected  fortune  of 
iiSOOO,  be  gaineO,  by  this  connexion,  only  a 
lawsuit,  and  the  imrcssed  expense  of  house- 
keeping, which  he  v:»s  still  less  able  to  afford, 
and  which  agrtiii  ob!ii,i.d  liim  to  have  recourse 
to  his  literary  talents. 

Necessity  is  the  motbir  of  invention  in  liter- 
■ture  as  well  as  in  the  aris,  and  the  necessity  of 
Smollett  bi  ought  him  fouh  in  his  prfc-eminent 
character  of  a  novelist.  Jtoilei-ick  Random  may 
be  considered  as  \n  imitation  of  Le  Sage,  as  the 
hrro  flits  through  almost  every  scene  of  i>ublic 
ftnd  private  life,  recording,  as  be  paints  bis  own 
•civentures,  the  manners  of  the  times,  with  all 
the:p  various  shades  and   diveri^ities  of  colour- 


ing, but  forming  no  conneited  plot  or  story,  the 
several  parts  of  which  hold  connection  with,  or 
bear  proportion  to,  each  other,  ll  was  the  se- 
cond example  of  the  minor  romance,  or  Knglish 
novel.  Fielding  had,  shortly  before,  set  the 
example  in  his  Tom  Jo7U'.i,  and  a  rival  of  almos* 
equal  eminence,  in  174S,  brought  forth  TIk 
,1ih-entures  of  Rodt-n'th  Random,  a  work  whirl 
was  eagi-rly  received  by  the\iublic,  and  brough' 
both  reputation  and  prolll  to  the  author. 

U  was  generally  believed  that  Smollett  paii.t- 
ed  some  of  his  own  e:ii  ly  adventures  under  the 
veil  of  fiction;  but  the  public  carried  the  spirit 
of  applying  lUti  characters  of  a  work  of  fiction  tn 
living  i>ersonages  much  far'.her,  perhaps,  than 
the  author  intended,  (iawkty,  Crabbc,  and  Po- 
tion, were  assigned  to  individuals  in  the  wist  ot 
Scotland;  Mrs  Smollett  was  supposed  to  be  Nar- 
cissa  ;  tlio  aniiior  himself  represented  Roderick 
Random  {o(  whicli  there  can  be  little  doubt);  a 
biink-binil<-r  and  barber,  the  early  acquaintances 
of  Doctor  Smollett,  contended  for  the  character 
of  the  attached,  ami.ible,  simple-hearted  Strap: 
and  the  two  naval  officers,  under  whom  Smollett 
had  served,  were  stigm:ai7.ed  under  the  names 
of  Oakum  and  Whiflie.  Certain  it  is  that  the 
contempt  with  which  bis  unfortunate  pbiy  had 
been  treated  forms  the  basis  of  Mr  Melopoyn'* 
storv,  in  which  (iarrick  and  Lytlleton  are 
ronghlv  treated  under  the  characters  of  Marmo- 
7,et  and  Sheerwit.  The  public  did  not  taste 
less  keenly  the  real  merits  of  this  interesting  am: 
humorous  work,  because  they  conceived  it  to 
possess  the  zest  arising  from  personal  allusion; 
and  the  sale  of  the  work  exceeded  greatly  the 
exjjectations  of  all  ccmceined. 

Having  now  the  ear  of  the  public,  SmollcM 
published,  by  subscription,  his  unfortunate  tra- 
gedy, Thu  RpTicide,  in  order  to  shame  -bos,- 
who  had  barred  bis  access  to  the  stage.  The 
preface  is  filled  with  complaints,  wliich  arc  nei- 
ther just  nor  manly,  and  with  strictures  upon 
(iarri'ck  and  Lytlleton,  which  amount  almost  to 
abuse.  The  merits  of  the  jiiece  by  no  means 
vindicate  this  extreme  resentment  on  the  pan 
of  the  author,  and  of  this  Smollett  himself  be- 
came at  length  sensible.  He  was  impetuous, 
but  not  sullen  in  bis  resentment,  and  generously 
'allowed,  in  nis  History  of  Kug-Iand,  the  full 
merit  to  those  whom,  in  the  first  impulse  ol 
passion  and  disappointment,  he  had  treated  with 
injustice." 

In  1760,  Smollett  made  a  tour  to  Paris,  where 
he  gleaned  materials  for  future  works  of  fiction, 
besides  enlarging  his  acquaintance  with  life  and 
manners.      A  coxcomb  painter  whom  he  met  on 


*  Desirous  "of  doinpc  justice  in  a  work  of  truth  fbi 
wrongs  done  in  a  work  of  fiction,"  (to  use  his  owr. 
expression)  in  giving  a  Hketch  of  the  liberai  arts  in  liH 
nislori/  of  Emjlanrl,  ho  remarked,  "  the  cxhibitioni 
of  the  stiige  «oro  improved,  to  the  mo?t  exquisite  en- 
tertainment, by  the  talents  and  management  of  Gar 
rick,  who  preally  «urpa.ssed  all  his  predecessors  of 
this,  and  perhaps  every  other  nation,  in  his  genius  foi 
acting,  in  the  sweetness  and  variety  of  his  tones,  l\r 
irrjsistiblo  magic  of  his  eye,  the  lire  and  vivacity  »! 
his  action,  tho  elegance  of  altitude,  and  the  wh(  h 
pathos  of  expression.  Candidates  for  literary  faru 
appeared  even  in  the  higher  sphere  of  life,  embel 
liflhed  by  the  nervous  sense  and  cxleiuiive  erudilio)* 
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iJiis  occasion  formsd  the  oi'igitial  of  the  exqui- 
site Pallet,  wliile  Dr  Akens.i(lc',  a  raan  of  a  very 
iliffcrent  cliaracter,  was  marked  the  future  prey 
of  satire,  as  the  \)e(laiilic  doctor  ofniediciue. 
He  is  said  to  liuve  ofieiidcd  Smollett  by  some 
national  redcctioiis  on  Scotland,  wliile  his  ex- 
iiavajaiit  zeal  for  liberty,  which  was  in  no  great 
danger,  and  liis  pedantic  and  exclusive  admira- 
tion of  the  manners  of  classical  antiquity,  afford- 
'mI,  as  Smollett  has  drawn  them,  an  ample  funtl 
of  ridicule. 

Ptregrine  Pickle  is  supposed  to  have  been 
written  chiefly  in  Paris,  and  apjicared  in  ITal. 
It  was  received  by  the  public  with  uncommon 
avidity,  and  a  largs  impression  dispersed,  not- 
withstanding the  eftorts  of  certain  booksellers 
and  others  whom  Smollett  accuses  of  attempts 
to  obstruct  the  sale,  the  book  being  jiublished 
un  account  of  the  author  himself.  His  irritable 
temper  induced  him  to  run  hastily  before  the 
public  with  complaints,  which,  howsoever  well 
or  ill-groun<lcd,  the  public  has  been  at  all  times 
accustomed  to  hear  with  great  indifference. 
Many  professional  autliors,  philosophers,  and 
other  public  characters  of  the  time,  were  also 
satirized  with  little  restraint. 

The  splendid  merit  of  the  work  itself  was  a 
much  greater  victory  over  the  author's  enemies, 
if  he  really  had  such,  than  any  which  he  could 
gain  by  personal  altercation  with  unworthy  op- 
ponents. Yet  by  many  his  second  novel  was 
.^ot  thought  quite  equal  to  liis  first.  In  truth, 
there  occurs  betwixt  Roderick  Random  and 
Peregrine  Pickle  a  ilifference  which  is  often  ob- 
served betwixt  the  first  and  second  efforts  of  au- 
thors who  had  been  successful  in  this  line. 
Peregrine  Pickle  is  moi'e  finished,  more  sedu- 
lously laboured  into  excellence,  exhibits  scenes 
of  more  accumulated  interest,  and  jiresents  a 
richer  variety  of  character  an<l  adventure  than 
Roderick  Random;  but  yet  tiiei-e  is  an  ease  and 
simplicity  in  the  first  novel  which  is  not  quite 
attained   in   the   second,    where   the   author  has 


of  a  Corke,  by  the  delicate  taste,  the  polished  muse, 
and  tender  leeliags  oi'a  Lyttleton." 

IVot  satisfied  with  this  2Ju<///cdcelaration  of  his  senti- 
ments, he  wrote  in  still  stronger  terms  to  Mr  Garriek. 

"  Dear  Sir,  "  Chelsea,  Jan.  27,  1762. 

"I  this  morning  received  your  Winltr^s  Tale, 
und  am  agre<;ably  llattcred  by  this  mark  of  your  at- 
tention. VVliat  i  said  of  Mr  Garrick,  in  the  history 
of 'ongland,  was,  I  protest,  liie  language  of  my  hearu 
I  shall  rejoice,  if  ho  thinks  I  liave  done  him  barely 
justice.  I  am  sure  the  public  will  think  I  have  done 
him  no  more  than  justice.  In  giving  a  short  sketch 
of  the  liberal  arl.s,  I  could  not,  with  any  propriety, 
tbrbear  mentioning  a  gentleman  so  eminently  distin- 
guished by  a  gcimis  that  lia.s  no  rival.  Besides,  I 
thought  it  was  a  duly  incurnbcnton  me,  in  particular, 
to  make  a  public  atonement,  in  a  work  of  trutJi,  lor 
wrongs  done  him  in  a  work  of  fielion. 

"  Among  the  other  inconveniences  arising  from 
lU-liealth,!  deeply  regret  my  being  disabled  from  a 
personal  cultivation  of  your  good-will,  and  the  un- 
•peakable  enjoyment  I  should  sometimes  derive  from 
your  private  conversation,  as  well  as  from  the  public 
exertion  of  your  talents ;  but,  secjuestcred  as  1  am  from 
the  world  of  entertainment,  the  consciousness  of 
•tuiding  well  in  your  oiiinion  will  ever  alibrd  sin- 
gular i<aliHlacLion  to,  Dear  Sir, 

''  V'our  very  humble  servant, 

"T.  Smollett." 


substituted  splendour  of  colv^uring  for  simplicity 
of  outline.  Thus,  of  the  inimitable  sea  cliarac- 
ters.  Trunnion,  Pi|)cs,  and  even  Hatchway,  bor- 
der upon  caricature;  but  Lieutenant  Bowling 
and  Jack  Kattlin  arc  truth  and  nature  itself 
The  reason  seems  to  be,  tliat  when  an  author 
brings  forth  his  first  representation  of  any  class 
of  characters,  he  seizes  on  the  leading  and  strik- 
ing cull i lies,  and  therefore,  in  the  second  at- 
tempt of  the  same  kind,  he  is  forced  to  make 
some  distinction,  and  either  to  invest  his  per- 
sonage with  less  obvious  and  ordinary  traits  ol 
character,  or  to  place  him  in  a  new  and  less  na- 
tural light.  HeiKte,  it  would  seem,  the  differ- 
ence of  opinion  which  sometimes  occurs  betwi.xt 
the  author  and  the  reader,  respecting  the  com- 
parative value  of  early  and  subsequent  publica- 
tions. The  author  naturally  prefers  that  upon 
which  he  is  conscious  much  more  labour  has 
been  bestowed,  while  the  public  often  remain 
constant  to  their  first  love,  and  prefer  the  faci- 
lity and  truth  of  the  earlier  w  ork  to  the  more 
elaborate  execution  displayed  in  those  which 
follow  it.  But  though  the  simplicity  of  its  pre- 
decessor was  not,  and  could  not  be,  repeated  in 
.Smollett's  second  novel,  his  jiowers  are  so  hir 
from  evincing  any  falling  off,  that  in  Peregrini: 
Pickle  there  is  a  much  wider  range  of  charac- 
ter and  incident  than  is  exhibited  in  Roderick 
Random,  as  well  as  a  more  rich  ami  bi-illianl 
dibjihiy  of  the  talents  and  humour  of  the  distin- 
guished author. 

Peregrine  Pickle  did  not,  however,  owe  its 
success  entirely  to  its  intrinsic  merit.  The 
Memoirs  of  a  Lady  of  Quality,  a  separate  talc, 
thrust  into  the  work  with  which  it  lias  no  sort 
of  connexion,  in  the  manner  introduced  by  Cer 
vaiites,  and  followed  by  Le  Sage  and  Fielding, 
added  considerably  to  its  immediate  popularil)  . 
These  Memoirs,  v.hich  are  now  i-egar«led  as  a 
tiresome  and  unnecessary  excrescence  upon  the 
main  story,  contain  the  history  of  Lady  Vane, 
renowned  at  that  time  for  her  beauty  and  lie;- 
intrigues.*  The  Lady  not  only  furnished 
Smollett  with  the  materials  for  recording  her 
own  intiimy,  but  it  is  said,  rewarded  him  hand- 
somely for  the  insertion  of  her  story.  Mr 
M'Kercher,  achaiacter  of  a  different  descrip- 
tion, was  also  introduced.  He  was  remai-kabU 
for  the  benevolent  (niixolry  wilii  which  he  sup- 
ported the  pretensions  of  tlie  unl'oilunate  Mr 
Annesley,  a  claimant  of  llie  title  and  properly 
ofAnglesea.  The  [lublic  took  the  interest  in 
the  frailties  of  Lady  Vane,  and  the  benevolence 
of  Mr  M'Kercher,  which  they  always  lake  in 
the  history  of  living,  and  remarkable  characters; 
and  the  anecdotes  respecting  the  demirep  anil 
the  man  of  chaiity  greatly  promoteil  the  insta-.t 
popularity  oi  Peregrine  Pickle 

The  extreme  license  of  some  of  the  scenes 'J*:- 
scribed   in   this  novel   gave  just  offence  to   the 


*  Lady  Vane  was  the  daughter  of  Francis  Ilawes, 
Esq.  of  I'urley  Hall,  near  Reading,  in  Berkshire,  one 
of  the  South  Sea  Directors  in  172l),  and  married  about 
the  beginning  of  1732,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  to 
Ijord  William  Hamilton,  wiio  dying  July  11.  1734 
she  married,  May  I'J,  1735,  Lord  Viscount  Vane,  ol 
the  kingdom  of  Irelar.d  with  whom  she  had  varioui 
scandalous  law-suits,  and  died  in  Jxmdon,  March  31 
1788  in  the  seventy-second  year  olher  lile. 
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thinking  part  of  the  public^  and  the  wurk,  in 
eonformity  to  their  just  complaints,  was  much  al- 
tered in  tlie  second  edition.  The  ])reliminary 
adycrtiscmcnt  has  tlicsc  words: — "It  was  the 
KUtiior's  duty,  as  well  as  his  interest,  lo  oblige 
the  public  with  this  edition,  u  hicli  he  has  en- 
deavoured to  render  less  unworthy  of  their  ac- 
ceptance, by  rclrcnchir.j  tiie  siipcrRuilios  of 
the  first,  rcfurminp;  its  manners,  and  correcting 
its  expression.  Divers  uninleresting  incidents 
*V€  wholly  suppressed;  some  humorous  scenes 
he  has  endeavoured  lo  heighten;  and  he  flatters 
himself  that  he  has  expunged  every  adventure, 
])hrase,  and  insinuation,  tliat  could  be  constru- 
ed, by  the  most  delicate  reader,  into  a  trespass 
upon  the  rules  of  decorum. 

'*  He  owns  with  contrition,  that  in  one  or  two 
instances  he  gave  way  too  much  to  the  sugges- 
tions of  personal  resentment,  and  i-epresented 
characters,  as  they  appeared  lo  him  at  the  lime, 
through  the  exaggerated  medium  of  prejudice. 
But  he  lias,  in  this  impression,  endeavoured  to 
make  atonement  for  these  extravagances.  How- 
soever he  may  have  erred  in  point  of  judgment 
or  discretion,  he  defies  the  uiioie  world  to 
prove  that  he  was  ever  guilty  of  one  act  of  mal- 
ice, ingralitiide,  or  dislionour.  This  declara- 
tion lie  may  be  permitted  to  make,  without  in- 
curring llie  imputation  of  vanity  or  presumption, 
considering  the  numerous  shafts  of  envy,  ran- 
cour, and  revenge,  thai  have  lately,  both  in  pub- 
lic and  private,  been  levelled  at  his  reputation. " 
In  reference  to  this  palinode,  we  may  barely 
observe  that  the  passages  retrenched  in  the  se- 
cond edition  are,  generally  speaking,  tiic  detail 
cf  those  frolics  in  whicli  tiie  author  has  per- 
mitted his  turn  for  humour  greatly  to  oulrun  his 
•ense  of  decency  and  propriety;  and,  in  this 
respect,  nolwitlislanding  what  he  himself  says 
in  the  passage  just  quoted,  tlie  work  would  have 
been  mucli  improved  by  a  more  unsparing  appli- 
cation of  lije  pruning-knife.  Several  personal 
reflections  were  also  omitted,  i)articularly  those 
on  Lyttleton  and  Fielding,  whom  he  had  up- 
braided for  his  dependence  on  that  statesman's 
patronage.  • 

Doctor  Anderson  informs  ni,  that,  at  this  pe- 
riod, Smollett  seems  to  have  obtained  the  degree 
of  doctor  of  piiysic,  probably  from  a  foreign 
university,  and  announced  himself  a  candidate 
for  fame  and  fortune  as  a  physician,  by  a  publi- 
alion  entitled   "  An  Essay  on  tiie  External  Use 

f  Water,  in  a  letter  to  Dr ,  with  j>articu- 

lar  Remarks  upon  ti»e  present  Method  of  using 


•  Lytlleton'8  celebrated  Monoily  on  the  Death  of 
his  VVife  was  ridiculed  by  a  burlesque  Ode  on  the 
Death  of  My  Grandmother;  and  the  nature  of  his 
patronage  to  Fieldin;j  was  tlius  contemptuously  no- 
ticed in  a  recommendation  to  a  young  autlior  to  feed 
U»e  vanity  of  Gosling  Scrag,  Ksq.  "I  advise  Mr 
Sijondy  to  give  him  the  refusal  of  this  same  pa.storal: 
ftnd  wno  knows  but  he  may  have  the  good  fortune 
of  being  listed  in  the  number  of  his  beef-eaters,  in 
which  ea."e  he  may,  in  process  of  time,  be  provided 
for  in  the  Customs  or  Church ;  and  when  he  is  in- 
cline to  marrv  his  own  cook-maid,  his  gracious  pa- 
tron may  coni''escend  to  give  the  bride  away,  and 
may  finally  settle  him  in  his  old  age  as  a  trading 
We9tmia<!ter  Justice."— Pe-'^o-nni  Pukle,  Edit.  1761, 
vol.  iv.  p.  123 


the  mineral  waters  at  liulb,  in  Somersetshire 
and  a  Flan  for  rendering  them  more  safe,  agree 
able,  and  efficacious,  4to,  175'2."  The  i>er- 
formance  advanced  his  reputition  as  a  man  of 
science  aud  taste,  but  failed  to  coniluct  the  phy- 
sician to  professional  eminence  and  wealth. 
This  is  the  only  pul)licalion  in  the  line  of  his 
profession  which  is  known  to  have  proceeded 
from  hijpen.  If  Iheess.iy  was  intended  to  scrM- 
as  an  introduction  to  practice,  it  was  totally  un- 
successful. Ferhaps  Smollett's  character  as  a 
satirist,  and  the  readiness  ho  had  shown  to  in- 
graft the  character  aixl  history  of  individuaU 
into  works  of  fiction,  were  serious  obst.icle»  to 
him  in  a  character  which  demands  so  much  con- 
fidence as  that  of  a  fantily  physician.  But  it  is 
probable,  that  the  author's  chief  object  in  the 
publication  was  to  assert  the  cause  of  a  particu- 
lar friend,  .Mr  Clidand,  a  surgeon  of  Bath,  then 
engaged  in  a  controversy  concerning  the  use  of 
these  celebrated  waters. 

In  the  year  1753,  Dr  Smollett  published  The 
.idventitres  of  Ferdhmnd  Cowit  Fat/torn,  out- 
of  those  works  which  seem  to  have  been  wriltei; 
for  the  pur])ose  of  sliowing  how  far  humour  and 
genius  can  go  in  painting  a  complete  picture  of 
human  depi-avity.  Smollett  has  made  his  own 
defence  for  the  loathsome  task  which  he  has  un- 
dertaken. "  Let  me  not,"  says  he,  in  the  dedi- 
cation to  Dr (we  are  unable  to  sup[)ly  the 

blank),  "be  condemned  for  having  chosen  my 
princi[ial  character  from  the  purlieus  of  treaclt- 
ery  and  fraud,  when  I  declare  my  pur[)Ose  is  to 
set  him  up  as  a  beacon  for  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
experienced and  unwary,  who,  from  the  perusal 
of  these  memoirs,  may  learn  to  avoid  the  mani- 
fold snares  with  which  they  are  continually  sur- 
rounded in  the  p;<lhs  of  life,  while  those  who 
hesitate  en  the  brink  of  iniquity  may  be  terrified 
front  plunging  into  that  irremediable  gulf,  by 
surveying  the  deplorable  fate  of  Ferdin:*iid 
Count  Fathom."  But,  while  we  do  justice  to 
the  author's  motives,  we  are  obliged  to  deii% 
the  validity  of  his  reasoning.  To  a  reader  ot 
a  good  disposition  and  well-regulated  mind,  the 
picture  of  moral  depravity,  presented  in  the 
character  of  Count  Fathom  is  a  disgusting  pol- 
lution of  the  imagination.  To  those  on  tlie 
other  hand,  who  hesitate  on  the  brink  of  niedi- 
taled  iniquity,  it  is  not  safe  to  detail  tlie  arts  by 
which  tlie  ingenuity  of  villainy  has  triumphed  ii. 
former  instant;es:  and  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
publication  of  the  real  account  of  uncommon 
crimes,  altliough  attended  by  the  |)ublic  and  in- 
famous punishment  of  the  jierpetrators,  has  often 
had  the  cftect  of  stimulating  others  to  similar 
actions.  To  some  unhappy  minds,  it  may  occur 
as  a  sort  of  extenuation  of  the  crime  whicli  ihty 
meditate,  that  even  if  they  carry  their  purpow 
into  execution,  their  guilt  will  fall  far  short  o< 
what  the  author  has  ascribed  t'>  his  fictitiou* 
character;  and  there  arc  other  imaginaliont  »o 
ill  regul&ted,  thst  they  catch  infection  from  sto- 
ries of  wickedness,  and  feel  an  insane  impulM: 
to  c.Tiulate  and  to  realize  the  pictures  of  villainv, 
which  are  embodied  in  such  narratives  as  thcvo 
of  Zeluco  or  Count  Fathom. 

Condemning,   however,    the    scope    and   ten 
dency  of  the  work,  it  is  impossible  '.o  deny  oui 
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jjipJause  to  the  wonderful  knowledge  of  life 
«H(1  manners  which  is  evince<l  in  the  tale  of 
Coujit  Fathom,  as  much  as  in  any  of  Smollett's 
Works.  The  horrible  adventure  in  the  hut  of 
(he  robbers  is  a  talc  of  natural  terror,  which 
rises  into  the  subliroe,  and,  thon_^h  often  imitat- 
ed, hss  never  yet  been  surpassed,  or  pei-haps 
cquallei!.  In  Count  Fathom,  also,  is  to  be 
found  the  first  candid  att<unpt  to  do  justice  to  a 
calumniated  race.  The  benevoletit  Jt'w  of  Cum- 
lierland  had  his  prototype  in  the  woi-lhy  Isirael- 
ite  whom  Smollett  has  introduced  into  the  his- 
tory of  Fathom. 

Shortly  after  this  publication,  Smollett's 
i.varmth  of  temper  involveil  him  in  an  unpleasant 
t-mbai-rassmcnt.  A  person  called  Peter  Gor- 
don, after  having  been  saved  by  Smollett's  hu- 
Mianily  from  imprisonment  and  ruin,  and,  after 
naving  ])revailed  upon  him  to  interpose  his  credit 
in  hisbehalf  to  an  inconvenient  extent,  withdrew 
•.vilhin  the  ver,2;e  of  the  court,  set  his  creditors 
at  defiance,  and  treated  his  benefactor  with  so 
much  personal  insolence,  that  Smollett  chastis- 
ed him  by  a  beatinij.  A  prosecution  Mas  com- 
menced by  Gordon,  and  his  counsel  Mr  Home 
Campbell,  whether  in  indulgence  of  his  natural 
rudeness  and  impetuosity,  of  which  he  had  a 
s;reat  share,  or  whether  moved  by  some  special 
enmity  against  Smollett,  opened  the  case  with 
an  vmusual  torrent  of  violence  and  misrepresen- 
tation. Rut  tlie  good  sense  and  impartiality  of 
the  jury  acquiltr.il  Smollett  of  the  assault,  and 
be  was  no  sooner  cleared  from  the  charge  than 
he  sent  an  angry  remonstrance  to  Mr  Home 
Campbell,  demanding  that  he  should  retract 
what  he  had  said  to  his  disadvantage.  It  docs 
not  appear  how  the  affair  was  settled,  but  Srool- 
lett's  manifesto  may  be  read  in  his  life  by  Dr 
Moore,  as  well  as  in  iliat  of  Dr  Anderson. 
)5esldes,  that  this  exposluHtion  is  too  long  for 
the  occasion,  and  far  too  viv.lent  to  be  dignified, 
Smollett  imputes  to  Campbell  the  improbable 
charge,  that  he  was  desirous  to  revenge  himself 
upon  the  author  of  Ferdinand  Count  Fathom, 
because  he  had  satirized  th ,  profession  of  the 
law.  Lawyers  are  seldom  vei-y  sensitive  on 
tills  head,  and  if  they  were,  they  would  have 
constant  exercise  for  their  iri'ilabillty,  since 
scarce  a  satirical  author,  of  whutsoever  descrip- 
tion, has  concluded  his  work  without  giving 
cause  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  robe,  for  some 
such  offence,  as  Smollett  supposes 'Campbell  to 
have  taken  in  the  present  instance. 

Smollett's  next  task  was  a  new  version  of 
Don  Quixote,  to  wlilcli  he  was  encouraged  by  a 
liberal  subscription.  The  work  was  inscribed 
to  Don  llicardo  Wall,  principal  secretary  of 
Slate  to  Ills  most  Catholic  majesty,  by  whom  the 
nndertaking  bad  be(  n  encouraged.  Smollett's 
version  of  ihisadmirableclassic  is  thus  elegantly 
compared  with  those  of  Motteux  (or  Ozell)  and 
(if  Jarvis,  by  the  late  ingenlousand  amiable  Lord 
W'oodhouselee,  in  his  "  Essay  on  the  Princi- 
ples of  Translation." 

"Smollett  inherited  from  nature  a  strong 
sense  of  ridicule,  a  great  fund  of  original  hu- 
mour, and  a  happy  versatility  of  talent,  by  which 
he  could  accommodate  his  style  to  almost  every 
species  of  writing.      He  could  adopt  alterna'.ely 


the  solemn,  the  lively,  the  sarcastic,  the  bnp« 
lcsv-|ue,  and  the  vulgar.  To  these  qualificatJoni 
he  joined  an  inventive  genius  and  a  vigorous 
imagination.  As  he  possessed  talents  equal  to 
the  composition  of  original  works  of  the  same 
species  with  the  romance  of  Cervantes,  so  it  li 
not,  jierhaps,  possible  to  conceive  a  writer  mors 
com[»letely  qualified  to  give  a  perfect  translation 
of  that  novel. 

"Motteux,  with  no  great  abillti'>s  as  an  origi 
nal  writer,  appears  to  me  to  have  been  endowed 
with  a  strong  perception  of  the  riili'-ulous  in 
human  character,  ajust  discernment  of  the  weak- 
nesses and  follies  of  mankir.d.  He  seems,  like- 
wise, to  have  had  a  great  command  of  the  variouj 
styles  which  are  accommodated  to  the  expressioi* 
both  of  grave,  burlesciue,  and  of  low  humour. 
Inferior  to  Smollett  in  inventive  genius,  he 
seems  to  have  equalled  him  in  every  quality 
which  was  essentially  requisite  to  a  translatoi- 
of  Don  Quixote.  It  may,  therefore,  be  sup- 
posed, that  the  contest  between  them  will  be 
nearly  equal,  and  the  question  of  preference  very 
difficult  to  be  decided.  It  would  have  been  so, 
had  Smollett  confided  in  his  own  strength,  and 
bestowed  on  bis  task  that  time  and  labour  which 
the  length  and  difficulty  of  the  work  required; 
but  Smollett  too  often  wrote  in  such  circum- 
stances that  despatch  was  his  primary  object 
He  found  various  English  translalions  at  hand, 
which  he  judged  might  save  him  the  labour  of  a 
new  composition.  Jarvis  could  give  him  faith- 
fully the  setise  of  his  author;  and  it  was  neces- 
sary only  to  polish  his  asperities,  and  lighten 
his  heavy  and  awkward  phraseology.  To  con- 
tend with  Motteux,  Smollett  found  it  necessary 
to  assume  the  armour  of  Jarvis.  This  author 
had  purposel)' avoided,  through  llie  whole  of  hi» 
work,  the  smallest  coincidence  of  expression 
wiih  Motteux,  whom,  with  equal  presumption 
and  injustice,  he  accuses,  in  his  preface,  of  hav- 
ing taken  his  version  wholly  from  the  French. 
We  find,  therefore,  both  in  the  translation  of 
Jarvis,  and  that  of  Smollett,  which  is  little  else 
than  an  inniroved  edition  of  the  former,  that 
tliere  is  a  studied  rejection  of  the  phraseology 
of  Motteux.  Now  Slolteux,  though  he  has  fre- 
quently assumed  too  great  a  license,  both  i!i 
adding  to,  and  retrenching  from  the  ideas  ofhis 
oi'i.n-inal,  has,  upon  t!ie  whole,  a  very  high  de- 
gree of  merit  as  a  translator.  In  ihe  adoption 
of  corre.'iponding  idioms,  he  has  iieen  eminently 
fortunate;  and,  as  in  these  there  is  no  great  lati- 
tude, he  has,  in  general,  preoccupied  the  appro- 
priate phrases;  so  that  a  succeeding  translator, 
who  proceeded  on  the  rule  of  invariably  reject- 
in"  his  phraseology,  must  have,  in  general,  al- 
tered for  the  worse.  Such,  I  have  said,  was  the 
rule  laid  down  by  Jarvis,  and  by  his  copyist  and 
improver  Smollett,  who,  by  thus  absurdly  re- 
jecting what  his  own  ju<lgment  and  taste  mutt 
have  approved,  has  produced  a  composition  de- 
cidedly inferior,  on  tlie  whole,  to  that  of  Motteux 

"Smollett  was  a  good  [loet,  and  most  of  the 
verse  translations  interspersetl  through  this  work 
are  executed  with  ability.  It  is  on  this  hcatl 
that  Motteux  has  assumed  to  himself  the  greatest 
license.  He  has  very  piesumptucusly  mutilated 
the  poetry  of  Cervantes,   by   lear'-ng  out  man] 
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kolire  stnnxas  from  tlic  l:\i-gcr  compositions,  niid 
•«])prcs3ing;  some  of  t!ie  smaller  nltopfctK^r. 
Tct  the  translation  of  those  poems  whieli  he  has 
retained,  is  possessed  of  much  poetical  merit, 
«nd,  in  particular,  those  verses  which  are  of  a 
praver  cast  arc,  in  m_v  opinion,  superior  to  those 
of  his  rival. 

"On  the  whole,  T  am  inclined  to  think,  the 
version  of  Motteux  is  by  far  the  best  we  have 
yet  seen  of  the  romance  of  Cervantes,  and  that, 
if  corrected  in  its  licentioiu  observations  and 
enlargements,  and  in  some  other  particulars, 
which  I  have  noticed  in  the  course  of  this  com- 
parison, we  should  have  nothing  to  desire  supe- 
rior to  it  in  the  way  of  translation." 

After  the  ]mblicalion  of  Don  Quixote,  Smol- 
lett paid  a  visif  to  his  native  country,  in  order  to 
see  his  mother  who  then  resided  at  Scots:on,  in 
Peeblcshirc,  with  her  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
.Mr  and  MrsTelfer.  Dr  Moore  has  given  us  the 
following  beautiful  anecdote  respecting  the  meet- 
ing of  the  mother  with  her  distinguished  son. 

"  On  Smollett's  arrival,  he  was  introduced  to 
his  mother,  with  the  connivance  of  .Mrs  Telfer, 
as  a  gentleman  from  the  West  Indies,  who  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  her  son.  The  bet- 
ter to  support  his  assumed  ciiaracter,  he  endea- 
voured to  preserve  a  serious  countenance,  ap- 
proaching to  a  frown;  but,  while  his  mother's 
eyes  were  riveted  on  his  countenance,  he  could 
not  refrain  from  smiling;  she  immediately  sprung 
from  her  chair,  and,  throwing  her  arms  round 
bis  neck,  exclaimed:  '  .\h,  my  son!  my  son!  I 
have  found  you  at  last!' 

"She  afterwards  told  him,  that,  if  he  had 
kept,  his  austere  looks,  and  coiitinueil  to  jVoom, 
he  might  have  escaped  detection  some  time 
longer;  'but  your  old  roguish  smile, '  added  she, 
'betrayed  you  at  once!'  " 

Having  revisited  the  seat  of  his  family,  then 
possessed  by  his  cousin,  and  spent  a  day  or  two 
at  Glasgow,  the  scene  of  his  early  studies  and 
frolics,  Smollett  returned  to  England  in  order  to 
unOertake  the  direction  of  the  Critical  Jievie-v, 
a  work  which  was  established  under  the  patron- 
tige  of  the  tories  and  high-church  ])arty,  and 
which  was  intended  to  maintain  their  iirinciples, 
in  opposition  to  \\\e  ^fonthly  Reiiiene,  conducted 
according  to  the  sentiments  of  whigs  and  low- 
churchmen. 

Smollett's  taste  and  talents  qualified  him 
highly  for  periodical  criticism,  as  well  as  the 
promptitude  of  his  wit,  and  the  ready  a])plica- 
tion  which  lie  could  make  of  a  large  store  of 
)-.uscellaneous  learning  and  accpiired  knowledge. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  always  a  hastv, 
and  often  a  prejuiliced  judge;  and,  wiiile  !ie  him- 
self applied  the  critical  scourge  without  meixy, 
he  could  not  endure  that  those  who  felt  his  blows 
sliould  either  wince  or  comjilain  under  his  chas- 
tisement. To  murmur  against  bis  decrees  was 
the  sure  w'ay  to  incur  further  marks  of  bis  i-e- 
sentment,  and  thus  bis  criticism  deviated  still 
farther  from  dispassionate  discussion,  as  tlie  pass- 
ions of  the  reviewer  and  of  the  author  became 
excited  into  a  clamorous  contest  of  mutual  re- 
joinder, recrimination,  and  abuse.  Many  |)etty 
squabbles,  which  occurred  to  tcaze  and  embitter 
(Le   life   of  Sniolleil,  and   to  diminish   the   re- 


spf-ctaliility  with  which  bis  Lilrnts  must  other- 
wise have  invested  him,  h:id  their  origin  in  hu 
situation  as  editor  of  the  Critical  Iievie-.o.  lie 
was  engaged  in  one  controversy  w  itb  the  notori- 
ous Shebbeare,  in  another  with  Dr  Grainger,  the 
I'legant  author  of  the  beautiftil  ode  to  Solitude, 
and  in  several  wrangles  and  brawls  with  persons 
of  less  celebritv. 

Hut  the  most  tinlucky  controversy  in  which 
liis  critical  office  i^ivolved  our  author,  was  tha. 
with  Admiral  Knowles,  wlio  had  published  a 
]>amphlet  vindicating  his  own  conduct  in  the 
secret  expedition  against  Uochfort,  which  dis- 
gracefully miscarried,  in  17.^7.  This  defence 
wasexamine<l  in  the  Critical  Jievieso;  and  Smol- 
lett, him:clf  the  author  of  the  article,  used  the 
following  i:!temperate  expressions  concei-ning 
Admiral  Knowles.  "lie  is  an  ailmiral  without 
conduct,  an  engineer  without  knowledge,  an 
officer  withotit  resolution,  and  a  man  without 
veracity."  The  admiral  commenced  a  prosecu- 
tion against  the  printer  of  the  review,  declaring 
at  the  same  time  that  he  desired  only  to  discover 
the  author  of  the  ])aragrai)h,  and,  should  ha 
prove  a  gentleman,  to  demand  satisfaction  of  a 
different  nature.  Thi.s  decoy,  for  such  it  proved, 
was  the  most  effectual  mode  which  could  have 
been  devised  to  draw  the  higb-s|)irited  Smollett 
within  the  danger  of  tlie  law.  Wiien  the  court 
were  about  to  pronounce  judgment  in  tlie  caac, 
Smollett  appeared,  and  took  the  consequences 
upon  himself,  and  Admiral  Knowles  redeemed 
the  pledge  he  bad  given,  by  enforcing  judgment 
for  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounils,  and  obtaining 
a  sentence  against  the  <lefendant  of  three  months' 
imprisonment.  How  the  admiral  reconciled  his 
conduct  to  the  rules  usually  observed  by  gentle- 
men, we  are  not  infornied;  but  the  proceeding 
seems  to  justify  even  Smollett's  strength  of  ex- 
pression, when  he  terms  him  an  officer  without 
resolution,  and  a  man  without  veracity.  This 
imprisonment  took  place  in  1759,  and  was,  as 
we  have  already  stated,  the  most  memorable  re- 
sult of  the  various  (piarreis,  in  which  his  duty, 
as  a  critic,  engaged  Dr  Smollett.  We  resume 
the  account  of  his  literary  labours,  which  oirp 
detail  of  these  disputes  has  something  inter- 
rupted. 

About  1757,  Smollelt  compiled  and  jjublisbed, 
without  his  name,  a  useful  and  entertaming  col- 
lection, entitled,  .-2  Compendium  of  Aitthenlio 
and  Entertaiidnff  Voynges,  digested  in  a  chrono- 
logical Series;  the  whole  exhibiting  a  Clear  Vieio 
of  the  Customs,  Jlfanncrs,  lieligion,  Gnxtern- 
ment.  Commerce,  and  J\'atural  History  of  tnosi 
JVations  of  the  h7io-Mn  Jl'orld;  illustrated  -aith  a 
Variety  of  genuine  Charts,  JMaps,  Plans,  Heads, 
&€.,  in  7  vols  12mo.  This  collection,  intro- 
duced to  the  British  public  several  voyageo 
which  were  otherwise  little  known,  and  con- 
tained, amongst  otiier  articles  not  "before  publish- 
ed, Smollett's  own  account  of  tlie  Expedition  to. 
Carthagena,  of  which  he  had  given  a  short 
sketch  in  the  .Idventures  of  Roderick  Random. 
In  the  same  year,  1757,  the  fai-ce  or  come(fy 
of  The  Reprisals,  or  the  Tars  of  Old  England, 
was  written  and  acted,  to  animate  the  people 
agairst  the  French,  with  whom  we  were  then  al- 
war       In   jiursuance  of  this  plan,  every  spethM 
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of  sotional  prejudice  is  called  up  and  appealed 
to,  and  the  Frenchman  is  represented  as  the 
living  rcD'-esentative  and  original  of  all  the  cari- 
cature prints  aiu!  ballads  against  the  eaters  of 
soup  innigre  and  wearers  of  wooden  shoes.  The 
Kailors  are  drawn  to  the  life,  as  the  sailors  of 
Smollett  always  are.  The  Scotchman  and  Irish- 
man are  hit  off  with  the  touch  of  a  caricaturist 
of  skill  and  spirit.  But  the  story  of  the  piece 
IS  as  trivial  as  possible,  and,  on  the  whole,  it 
forms  no  marked  exception  to  the  observation, 
that  successful  novelists  have  been  rarely  distin- 
guished bv  excellence  in  dramatic  composition. 
Garrick's  generous  conduct  to  Smollett  upon 
this  occasion  fully  obliterated  all  recollection  of 
old  differences.  The  manager  allowed  the  au- 
thor his  benefit  on  the  sixth,  instead  of  the  ninth 
night  of  the  piece,  abated  certain  charges  or  ad- 
vances usually  made  on  such  occasions,  and  him- 
self performed  Lusignan  on  the  same  evening, 
in  order  to  fill  the  theatre.  Still,  it  seeir  s  re- 
ports were  in  cii-culation  that  Smollett  had  spo- 
ken unkindly  of  Garrick,  which  called  forth  the 
following  contradiction,  in  a  letter  which  our 
author  addressed  to  that  celebrated  performer. 

*'In  justice  to  myself,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
assure  you,  that  if  any  person  accuses  nie  of 
having  spoken  disrespectfully  of  Mr  Garrick, 
of  having  hinted  that  he  solicited  for  my  faice, 
or  had  interested  views  in  bringing  it  upon  the 
stas;e,  he  does  me  wrong,  upon  the  word  uf  a 
gentleman.  The  imputation  is  altogether  false 
o'ld  malicious.  Exclusive  of  other  considera- 
tions, I  could  not  be  such  an  idiot  to  talk  in  that 
strain  when  my  own  interest  so  immediately  re- 
quired a  different  sort  of  conduct.  Perhaps  the 
same  insidious  methtKls  have  been  taken  to  in- 
fiame  former  animosities,  which  on  my  j)art  are 
forgotten  and  self-condemned.  I  must  own  you 
have  acted  ir.  this  affliir  of  the  farce  with  that 
candour,  openness,  and  cordiality,  which  even 
r.iortify  my  pride,  while  they  lay  me  under  the 
most  sensible  obligation;  and  I  sh.all  not  rest 
satisfied  until  I  liave  an  opportunity  to  convince 
Mr  Garrick  that  my  gratitude  is  at  least  as  warm 
as  any  other  of  my  passions.  Meanwhile  I  pro- 
fess myself.  Sir, 

"  Your  most  humble  servant, 

"  T.  Smollett.  " 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1758,  Smollett 
published  his  Complete  History  of  Eii^!anil,  de- 
ihiced  from  t/ie  De«ce7it  of  Julius  Cxsar  to  the 
Treaty  of  Aix-la-ChapeUe,  in  1748;  in  4  vols 
4to.  It  is  said  tliat  t'.iis  voluminous  work,  con- 
taining the  history  of  thirteen  centuries,  and 
written  with  uncommon  spirit  and  correctness 
of  language,  was  composed  and  finished  for  the 
[jress  within  fourteen  montlis,  one  of  the  greatest 
exertions  of  fi^cllity  of  composition  which  was 
ever  recorded  in  the  iii  story  of  literature.  With- 
in a  space  so  brief  it  could  not  be  expected  tliat 
■ew  facts  should  be  produced;  and  all  tlie  novelty 
which  Smollett's  histoi-y  coiild  jjresent  must 
nec-Js  consist  in  the  mode  of  stating  facts,  or  in 
tUe  reflections  deduced  from  them.  In  this 
work^  the  author  fully  announced  his  political 
principles,  which,  notwithstanding  his  whig 
education,  were  those  of  a  moderate  toiy,  and  a 
lavourer  of  the  monarchical  part  of  cur  constitu- 


tion. For  such  •«.  strain  of  sentiment,  some 
readers  will  think  no  apology  necessary;  and  by 
otliers  none  vihich  we  might  propose  would  be 
listened  to.  Smollett  has  made  his  own  defence, 
in  a  letter  to  Dr  Moore,  dated  the  2d  of  January 
1758. 

"I  <lcfci-red  answering  yo\ir  kind  letter,  until 
I  should  have  finished  my  historj',  which  is  now 
completed.  I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  hear 
that  my  work  had  met  with  any  approbation  at 
Glasgow,  for  it  was  not  at  all  calculated  for  that 
meridian.  The  last  volume  will,  I  doubt  not, 
be  severely  censured  by  the  western-country 
vvhigs  of  Scotland. 

"I  desire  you  will  divest  yourself  of  preju- 
dice, at  least  as  much  as  you  can,  before  you 
begin  to  peruse  it,  and  consider  \\»ell  the  facta 
before  you  pass  judgment.  Whatever  may  be 
its  defect,  I  protest  before  God,  I  have,  as  far  as 
in  me  lay,  adhered  to  truth,  without  espousing 
any  faction,  though  I  own  I  sat  down  to  write 
with  a  warm  side  to  those  principles  in  which  I 
was  educated;  but,  in  the  course  of  my  inquiries, 
some  of  the  Whig  ministers  turned  out  such  a 
set  of  sordid  knaves,  that  I  could  not  help  stig- 
matizing them  for  their  want  of  integrity  and 
sentiment." 

In  another  letter  to  Dr  Moore,  dated  Chelsea, 
September  28,  he  expresses  himself  as  follows:— 

"I  speak  not  of  the  few  who  think  like  phi- 
losophers, abstracted  from  the  notions  of  the 
vulgar.  The  little  petulant  familiarities  of  our 
friend  I  can  forgive,  in  consideration  of  the  good 
will  he  has  always  manifested  towards  me  and 
my  concerns.  He  is  mistaken,  how  ever,  in  sup- 
posing that  I  have  imbibed  priestly  notions;  I 
consider  the  church  not  as  a  religious,  but  a 
political  establishment,  so  minutely  interwoven 
in  our  constitution,  that  the  one  cannot  be  de- 
tached from  the  other  without  the  most  imminent 
danger  of  destruction  to  both.  The  use  which 
your  friend  makes  of  tlie  Critical  lieviexv,  is 
whimsical  enough;*  but  I  shall  be  glad  ifheusea 
it  at  any  rate.  1  have  not  had  leisure  to  do  much 
in  that  work  for  some  time  past,  therefore  I  hope 
you  will  not  ascribe  the  articles  indiscriminately 
to  me;  for  I  am  equally  averse  to  the  praise  ana 
censure  that  belong  to  other  men.  Indeed,  I  am 
sick  of  both,  and  wish  to  God  my  circumstances 
would  allow  me  to  consign  my  pen  to  oblivion, 
I  really  believe  that  mankind  grow  every  day 
more  malicious. 

"  You  will  not  be  sorry  to  hear  that  the  weekly 
sale  of  the  History  has  increased  to  above  ten 
thousand.  A  French  gentleman  of  talents  and 
erudition  has  undertaken  to  translate  it  into  that 
language,  and  I  liave  promised  to  supply  him 
with  corrections." 

As  a  powerful  political  party  were  insulted, 
and,  as  they  alleged,  misrepresented  in  Smol- 
lett's history,  they  readily  lent  their  influence 
and  countenance  to  the  proprietors  of  Rapin'a 
history,  who,  alarmed  at  the  extensive  sale  of 


*  Dr  Moore's  friend  was  so  much  enraged  at  som^ 
criticisms  in  that  review,  that  he  continued  to  taka 
if,  for  no  other  purj^se  than  that  he  might  read  aLl 
the  publications  censured  by  it,  and  none  of  those 
■vhicli  it  praised. 
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SmollfU's  rival  work,  ililuj;cil  llic  [iiiMir.  willi 
criticisms  niiil  iiivcvlives  ag.iinst  tlie  aiillior  and 
his  book.  Ill  process  of  time  the  coulroviTsy 
slujjt,  and  l!ie  main  tault  of  the  history  wusfoiiiid 
to  be,  that  the  haste  uitli  which  tlie  author  had 
uccomplislied  liis  task  had  necessarily  occasioned 
his  sitting  (h)vvii  contented  with  superficial,  anil, 
lomctimes,  inaccurate  information. 

In  llie  course  of  17C(>  and  1701,  the  .idven- 
twes  of  Sir  IjUiincelot  Greaves  appeared,  in  de- 
l.iclied  portions,  in  various  numbers  oi  \.\^li  Jtrit- 
isk  J\fii^aziie  or  ^Monthly  llcpository.  Smol- 
lett appeal's  ;o  have  executed  his  task  with  very 
little  premeditation.  Durinj;  a  part  of  the  time 
he  was  residing;  at  Paxtoii,  in  Berwickshire,  on 
a  visit  to  the  late  George  Home,  Es(i.,  and  when 
post-time  drev.-  ncai',  he  used  to  retire  for  half 
an  hour,  or  an  hour,  to  pi-epare  the  necessary 
(juanlity  o(  cnpy,  as  it  is  tecliuically  called  in  tlie 
printing-house,  whicli  he  never  gave  himself  the 
trouble  to  correct,  or  even  to  read  over.  Sir 
L.iuiicelot  Greaves  was  [lublishcd  separately,  in 
irO'2. 

The  idea  of  this  work  was  probably  suggested 
to  our  aulii'ir  during  liis  labours  upon  Don  Quix- 
ote, anil  the  plan  forms  a  sort  of  corollary  to  the 
celebrated  roniance  of  Don  Quixote.  The  lead- 
ing imperfection  is  the  great  extravagance  of  the 
Biory,  as  applicable  to  England,  and  to  the  period 
when  it  is  supposed  to  have  ha|)pened.  In  Spain, 
ere  the  ideas  of  chivalry  wav^i  extinct  amongst 
that  nation  of  romantic  Hidalgos,  the  term  of 
Don  Quixote's  frenzy  seems  not  altogether  ex- 
travagant, and  the  armour  which  he  assumed 
was  still  the  ordinary  garb  of  battle.  But  in 
clngland,  and  in  modern  times,  that  a  young, 
amialile,  and  otherwise  sensible  man,  acciuainted 
also  with  the  romance  of  Cervantes,  shoulil  have 
adopted  a  similar  whim,  gives  good  foundation 
for  the  obvious  remark  of  Ferret:  "  What!  you 
set  up  for  a  modern  Don  Quixote!  the  sclieme  is 
loo  stale  anil  extravagant;  wiiat  was  an  humorous 
and  well-timed  satire  in  Spain  near  two  hundred 
yeai-s  ago,  will  make  but  a  sorry  jest,  when 
really  acted  ujion  fi-oin  afTectatioii,  at  this  time 
of  day  in  England."  To  this  Sir  Laur.celot  re- 
plies, by  a  tirade  which  does  not  remove  the 
objection  so  shrewdly  stated  by  tlie  misanthrope, 
affii  ming  that  he  only  warred  against  the  foes  of 
virtue  and  decorum;  or,  in  his  own  words,  "had 
kssuiued  the  armour  of  his  forefathers,  to  remedy 
evils  which  the  law  cannot  reach,  to  detect  fraud 
and  treason,  abase  insolence,  mortify  pride,  dis- 
courage slander,  disgrace  immodesty,  and  stig- 
matize ingratitude.  "  'I'lie  degree  of  sanity  which 
the  amiable  enthusiast  possesses  ought  to  have 
shown  him,  tliat  the  generous  career  he  had  un- 
dertaken would  be  much  better  accomplished 
without  his  armour  than  with  tliat  superfluous 
unil  ridiculous  appendage;  antl  that,  for  all  the 
purposes  of  reformation  to  be  effected  in  Eng- 
land, his  pocket-book,  filled  with  bank-notes, 
would  be  a  belter  auxiliary  than  either  sword  or 
lancc-  III  short,  it  becomes  clear  to  the  reader 
that  Sir  Lauiicelot  wears  panoply  only  that  his 
youthful  elegance  and  address,  his  bright  armour, 
imii  generous  courser,  may  make  him  the  more 
jxiict  counterpart  to  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha. 

If  it  be  unnatural  that  Sir  Lauiicelot  should  be- 
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ciime  a  knight-errai.t,  the  whim  of  Crowe,  lliw 
captain  of  a  merchant  vessel,  adopting,  at  secoini 
hand,  the  same  folly,  is,  on  the  same  grounib. 
still  more  exceiitionable.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  honest  seaman's  life  or  profession  which  ren- 
ders it  at  all  possible  that  he  should  have  caught 
contagion  from  the  insanity  of  Sir  Launcelol. 
But  granting  the  author's  premises,  and  surely 
we  otien  make  large  concessions  with  less  ad- 
vantage in  prospect,  the  iiuantity  of  comic  hu- 
mour which  Smollett  has  extracted  out  of  Crowe 
and  Crabshaw,  has  as  much  hearty  mirth  in  itaii 
can  be  found  even  in  his  more  finished  comjiosi- 
tions.  The  inferior  characters  are  all  sketched 
with  the  same  bold,  free,  and  peculiar  touch  thai 
distinguishes  this  powerful  writer;  and  besides 
these  we  have  named.  Ferret  and  Clarke,  the 
kind-hearted  attorney's  clerk,  with  sevi'ral  sub- 
ordinate personages,  have  all  the  vivacity  cf 
Smollett's  strong  pencil.  Aurelia  Darnel  is  by 
far  the  mast  feminine,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
lady-like  person  to  whom  the  author  has  intro- 
duced us.  There  is  also  some  novelty  of  situa- 
tion and  incident,  and  Smollett's  recent  impri- 
sonment in  the  King's  Bencli,  for  the  attack  on 
Admiral  Knowles,  enabled  him  to  enrich  his 
romance  with  a  portrait  of  the  unfortunate 
Theodore,  King  of  Corsica,  and  other  compan- 
ions in  his  captivity,  whose  misfortunes  or 
frolics  had  conducted  them  to  that  place  of  im- 
prisonment. 

Smollett's  next  labour  was  to  lend  his  aid  .n 
finisliing  that  useful  compendium.  The  ^Modt—n 
Universal  Historif,  to  which  he  contributed  the 
histories  of  France,  Italy,  and  (iermany.  In  the 
year  1701,  he  published  in  detached  numbers, 
his  Continuation  of  the  Jlistori/  of  England, 
wliich  he  carrieil  on  until  he  brought  the  narra- 
tive down  to  170.5.  The  sale  of  this  work  was 
very  extensive;  and  although  Smollett  acijuired 
by  both  histories  about  2000/.,  which,  in  tiiosc 
days,  was  a  large  sum,  yet  the  bookseller  is  said 
to  have  made  1000/.  clear  profit  on  the  verv  day 
he  made  his  bargain,  by  transferring  it  to  a  bro- 
ther of  the  trade.  'l"liis  Continuation,  appended, 
as  it  usually  is  to  the  History  of  England  by 
Hume,  forms  a  classical  and  standard  work.  It 
is  not  our  present  province  to  examine  the  par- 
ticular merits  of  Smollett  as  a  historian;  but  it 
cannot  be  denied  that,  as  a  clear  and  ilistinct 
narrative  of  facts,  strongly  and  vigorously  told, 
with  a  laudable  regard  to  truth  and  impartiality, 
the  Continuation  may  vie  with  our  best  histori- 
cal works.  The  author  was  incapable  of  being 
swayed  by  fear  or  favour,  and  where  his  judg 
ment  is  influenced,  we  can  see  that  he  was  mis- 
led only  by  an  honest  belief  in  the  truth  of  his 
own  arguments.  At  the  same  time,  the  Con- 
tinuation, like  Smollett's  original  History,  has 
the  delects  incident  to  hurried  composition,  and 
likewise  those  which  naturally  attach  themselves 
to  contemporary  narrulive.  Smollett  had  no  ac- 
cess to  those  hidden  causes  of  events  which  time 
brings  forth  in  the  slow  progress  of  ages;  and  his 
work  is  chiefly  compiled  from  those  documents 
of  a  public  and  general  description  which  often 
contain  rather  the  colourable  pretex'.s  whicli 
statesmen  are  pleased  to  assign  for  their  action 
than  the  real  motives  themselves.      The  F.n";lii>li 
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History,  it  is  true,  suffers  less  llian  those  of  oilier 
countries  from  this  restriction  of  materials;  for 
there  are  so  many  eyes  upon  our  public  proceed- 
ings, and  they  undergo  such  sifting  discussion, 
both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  that  the  actual 
motives  of  those  in  whose  hands  government  is 
rested  for  the  time,  become  speedily  suspected, 
even  if  they  are  not  actually  avowed  or  unveiled. 
U; on  the  whole,  witli  all  its  faults  and  deficien- 
cies, it  may  be  long  ere  we  have  a  better  History 
of  Britain,  during  the  latter  period,  than  is  to 
be  found  in  the  pages  of  Smollett. 

Upon  the  accession  of  George  III.  and  the 
commencement  of  Lord  Bute's  administration, 
Smollett's  pen  was  employed  in  the  defence  of 
the  young  monarch's  government,  in  a  weekly 
paper  called  The  Briton,  which  was  soon  silenced 
and  driven  out  of  the  field  by  the  celebrated 
j^Torth  Briton,  conducted  by  John  Wilkes. 
Smollett  had  been  on  terms  of  kindness  with 
tltis  distinguished  demagogue,  and  had  twice  ap- 
plied to  his  friendship, — once  for  the  kind  pur- 
p.ose  of  obtaining  the  dismission  of  Dr  Johnson's 
black  servant,  Francis  Barber,  from  the  navy, 
into  which  he  had  inconsiderately  entered;  and 
ngain,  to  mediate  betwixt  himself  and  Admiral 
Knowles,  in  the  matter  of  the  prosecution. 
Closer  ties  than  these  are  readily  dissolved  be- 
fore the  fire  of  politics.  The  friends  became 
political  opponents;  and  Smollett,  who  had  to 
plead  an  unpopular  cause  to  unwilling  auditors, 
and  who,  as  a  Scotchman,  shared  deeply  and  per- 
sonally in  that  unpopularity,  was  compelled  to 
give  up  the  Briton,  more,  it  would  seem,  from 
lack  of  spirit  in  his  patron  Lord  Bute  to  sustain 
the  contest  an)  longer,  than  from  any  deficiency 
of  zeal  on  liis  own  part.  So,  at  least,  wc  may 
interpret  the  following  passage,  in  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  from  Italy  to  Caleb  Whiteford,  in  1770. 

"I  hope  vou  will  not  discontinue  your  en- 
deavours to  represent  faction  and  false  patriotiom 
in  their  true  colours,  though  I  believe  the  mi- 
nistry little  deserves  that  any  man  of  genius 
sliould  draw  his  pen  in  their  defence.  They 
seem  to  inherit  the  absurd  stoicism  of  Lord 
Bute,  who  set  himself  up  as  a  pillory,  to  be 
pelted  by  all  tlie  blackguards  of  England,  upon 
the  supposition  that  they  would  grow  tired  and 
leave  off.  1  don't  find  that  your  ministers  take 
anj'  ])ains  even  to  vindicate  their  moral  charac- 
ters from  the  foulest  imputations:  1  would  never 
desire  a  stronger  proof  of  a  bad  heart  than  a  total 
disregard  of  reputation.  A  late  nobleman,  who 
had  been  a  member  of  several  administrations, 
owned  to  me,  that  one  good  writer  was  of  more 
importance  to  the  government  than  twenty  place- 
men in  the  House  of  Commons." 

In  1763,  Smollett  lent  his  assistance,  or  at 
least  his  name,  to  a  translation  of  Voltaire's 
works,  and  also  to  a  compilation  entitled  The 
present  State  of  all  JVations,  containing  a  Geo- 
q-rnpliica\  JVatiirnl,  Commercial,  and  Political 
Ilisfort/ofallthe  Countries  of  the  Known  World. 

About  this  time,  Elizabeth,  an  amial)le  and 
accomplished  young  person,  the  only  offspring 
of  Smollett's  marriage  and  to  whom  her  fatlier 
was  devotedly  attached,  died  in  the  fifteenth 
veftr  of  her  life,  leaving  her  parents  o>erwhelrn- 
p^J  with  the  deepest  sorrow. 


Ill  health  aided  the  effects  of  grief,  and  it  wat 
under  these  circumstances  that  Smollett  under 
took  a  journey  to  France  and  Italy,  in  vhich 
countries  he  resided  from  176.3  till  1706.  Soon 
after  his  return  in  17f'f),  he  published  his  T^avelt 
through  France  and  Itabj,  containing  Observa- 
tions 071  Character,  Customs,  lieUg-ion,  Govern^ 
ment.  Police,  Commerce,  Arts,  and  Antiq%tilie» 
loith  a  particular  Description  of  theToxun,  Ter- 
ritory, and  Climate  of  ^A'ice,  to  which  .s  aadeu, 
a  Register  of  the  Heather,  kept  during  a  test' 
dence  of  eighteen  inonths  in  that  City;  in  2  vols 
8vo,  in  the  form  of  letters  to  his  friends  in  Eng- 
land from  JifFercnt  parts  of  those  countries. 

Smollett's  Travels  are  ilistinguished  by 
acutencss  of  remark  and  shrewdness  of  express- 
ion,— by  strong  sense  and  pointed  humour; 
but  the  melancholy  state  of  the  author's  mind 
induced  him  to  view  all  t!ie  ordinary  objects 
from  which  travellers  receive  pleasure,  with 
cj-nical  contempt.  Although  so  latelj'  a  sufferer 
by  the  most  injurious  national  ju-ejudices,  he 
failed  not  to  harbour  and  cherish  all  those  which 
he  himself  had  formerly  adopted  against  the 
foreign  countries  through  which  he  travelled. 
Nature  had  either  denied  Smollett  the  taste  ne- 
cessary to  understand  and  feel  the  beauties  of 
art,  or  else  his  embittered  state  of  mind  had,  for 
the  time,  entirely  deprived  him  of  the  power  of 
enjoying  them.  The  harsh  censures  which  he 
])asses  on  the  Venus  de  Mcdicis,  an<l  upon  the 
Pantheon,  and  the  sarcasm  with  which  his  criti- 
cisms are  answered  by  Sterne,  are  both  well- 
known.      Yet,  be  it  said   without  offence  to   the 

memory  of  that  witty  and   elegant  writer,  it   i 

•'  •    .  °   .  .  .       t 

more  easy  to  assume,  in  composition,  an  air  or 

alternate  gaiety  and  sensibility,  than  to  practise 

the  virtues  of  generosity  and  benevolence,  which 

Smollett  exercised  during  his  whole  life,  though 

often,    like   his   own   Matthew  Bramble,   under 

the    disguise    of    peevishness    and     irritability. 

Sterne's  writings  show  much  flourish  concerning 

virtues  of  which  his   life  is  understooil   to   have 

produced    little  fruit;    the  temper  of  Smollett 

was 

like  a  lusty  water, 

Frosty,  but  kindly. 

On  his  return  to  Britain,  in  1766,  he  visited 
Scotland  for  the  last  time,  and  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  a  parent's  last  embrace.  His  health 
was  now  totally  ruined.  Constant  rheumatism, 
and  the  pain  arising  from  a  neglected  ulcer, 
which  had  got  into  a  bad  state,  rendered  him  a 
victim  to  excruciating  agonies.  He  al"terwards 
recovered,  in  a  great  degree,  by  applying  mer- 
curial ointment,  and  using  the  solution  of  corro- 
sive sublimate.  He  gives  a  full  account  of  tlie 
process  of  the  cure  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Moore 
which  concludes  thus:  "  Had  I  been  as  w  ell  in 
summer,  I  should  have  exquisitely  enjoyed  mj 
expedition  to  Scotland,  which  was  productive  of 
nothing  to  me  but  misery  and  disgust.  Between 
friends,  I  am  now  convinced  tliat  my  brain  was 
in  some  measure  affected;  for  I  ha<l  a  kind  of 
coma  vigil  upon  me  from  April  to  November, 
without  intermission.  In  consideration  of  these 
circumstances,  I  know  you  will  forgive  all  mjr 
peevishness  and   discontent,   and  tell  good  Mri 
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Moore,  to  wlioni  I  incsciit  my  most  conlial  rc- 
«[)«.'c-ts,  tlint,  willi  ri'y;:u'»l  to  mc,  slu;  li.is  yet  seen 
nolliiiig  but  tlie  wron-;  side  of  the  tapestry." 

Fiiulins  himself  at  liberty  to  resume  Lis  lite- 
rary labours,  Smollett  publislicd,  in  irG9,  the 
political  satire  called  The  JlJventtires  of  an 
Atojr,  \\\  wliieh  ai-e  satirize<l  tlie  several  lead- 
ers ot'pnliiical  parties,  from  l"5i  till  the  disso- 
lution of  Lord  Chatham's  administration.  His 
inefficient  patron,  Lo.d  Ilute,  is  not  spared  in 
this  work;  and  Chatiiam  is  severely  treated  un- 
der the  name  of  .Io«!er.  The  inconsistency  of 
this  great  minister,  in  encouraging  the  German 
war,  seems  to  liuvc  altered  Smollett's  opinion 
of  his  patriotism;  and  he  does  his  acknowledg- 
ed talents  fur  less  than  justice,  endeavouring 
by  every  means  to  undervalue  the  successes  of 
his  brilliant  administiation,  or  to  impute  tliem 
to  causes  independent  of  his  measures.  The 
thief  purpose  of  the  work  (besides  that  of  giv- 
ing tlie  author  the  opportunity  to  raise  his  hand, 
like  that  of  Ishmae.,  against  every  man)  is  to 
inspire  tlie  horror  of  continental  connexions. 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of  The  ^idven- 
tures  of  an  Atom,  disease  again  assailed  Smol- 
lett with  redoubled  violence.  Attempts  being 
vainly  made  to  obtain  for  him  the  ofOce  of  con- 
sul, in  some  port  of  th-i  Mediterranean,  he  was 
compelled  to  seek  a  warmer  climate,  without 
better  means  of  provision  than  his  own  preca- 
rious finances  could  afford.  Tile  kindness  of 
his  distinguished  friend  and  countryman,  Dr 
Armstrong,  (then  abroad)  procured  for  Dr  and 
Mrs  Smollett  a  house  at  Monte-Xovo,  a  village 
lituated  on  the  side  of  a  mountain  overlooking 
Ihe  sea,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leghorn,  a  ro- 
mantic and  salutary  abode,  where  he  prepared 
for  the  press  tlie  last,  and,  like  music,  "  sweetest 
Ml  the  close,"  the  most  pleasing  of  his  composi- 
tions, The  Expedition  of  Jfnmphrei/  Clinker. 
This  delightful  work,  was  published  in  17"!,  in 
3  vols  12nio,  and  very  favourably  received  by 
tlie  public. 

The  very  Ingenious  scheme  of  describing  the 
various  effects  (iroduced  upon  different  members 
of  the  same  family  by  the  same  objects  is  not 
original,  thougli  it  has  been  supposed  to  be  so. 
Anstey,  the  facetious  author  of  the  JVfw  Jiath 
Guide,  had  employed  it  six  or  seven  years  he- 
(ove  Ifumphrey  C//;tter  appeared.  But  Anstey's 
•liverting  satire  was  but  a  light  sketch,  compared 
to  the  finished  and  elaborate  manner  in  which 
Smollett  has,  in  the  first  place,  identified  his 
characters,  and  then  fitted  them  with  language, 
sentiments,  and  powers  of  observation,  in  exact 
correspondence  with  their  talents,  temper,  con- 
dition, and  disposition.  The  portrait  of  Mat- 
thnv  Bramble,  in  which  Smollett  described  his 
own  peculiarities,  using  towards  himself  the 
same  rigid  anatomy  which  he  exercised  upon 
others,  is  unequalled  in  the  line  of  fictitious 
composition.  It  is  peculiarly  striking  to  ob- 
serve, how  often,  in  admiring  tlie  shrewd  and 
sound  sense,  active  benevolence,  and  honourable 
sentiments  combined  in  Mallliew,  we  lose  sight 
of  the  humorous  peculiarities  of  his  character, 
and  with  what  effect  they  are  suddenly  recalled 
to  our  remembrance,  just  at  the  time  and  in  the 
uiauner  when  we  least  expect  them.      All  shrew- 


ish old  maids,  and  simple  waiting-women,  which 
shall  hereal'tcr  be  drawn,  must  be  contenttil 
with  the  pi-aise  of  approaching  in  merit  to  Mrs 
Tabitha  Bramble  and  Winifred  Jenkins.  Tlie 
peculiarities  of  the  hot-headed  young  Oxonian, 
anil  the  girlish  romance  of  his  sister,  are  ail- 
mlrably  contrasted  with  the  sense,  and  pettisli, 
half-playful  misanlliropy  of  their  uncle;  and 
Humphrey  Clinker  (who,  by  the  way,  reseinblea 
Strap,  supposing  that  excf  Uent  person  to  have  a 
turn  towards  metliodisni)  is,  as  far  as  he  goes, 
eipially  delightful.  Captain  Lismahago  was 
probably  no  violent  caricature,  allowing  for  tiie 
manners  of  the  time.  Wc  can  remember  a  goo<l 
and  gallant  officer  who  was  said  to  have  been 
his  prototype,  but  believe  the  opinion  was  only 
eiitertLiiiied  from  the  striking  resemlilaiice  he 
bore  in  externals  to  the  doughty  captain. 

Wlien  Ifitmphveij  C//»A:fr  appeared  in  London, 
the  popular  odium  against  the  Scotch  nation, 
which  Wilkes  and  Churchill  had  excited,  was 
not  yet  appeased,  and  SinoUet  had  enemi.es 
amongst  tlie  periodical  critics,  who  failed  not 
to  charge  him  with  undue  partiality  to  his  own 
country.  They  observed,  maliciously,  but  not 
untruly,  that  the  cynicism  of  Matthew  Bramble 
becomes  gradually  softened  as  he  journeys  north- 
ward, and  that  he  who  eciually  detested  Batli 
and  London,  becomes  woiulerfully  reconciled  to 
walled  cities  and  tlie  hum  of  men,  when  he  Ihuli 
himself  an  inhabitant  of  the  northern  metropolis. 
It  is  not  worth  defending  so  excellent  a  worb 
against  so  weak  an  objection.  The  author  wa« 
a  dying  man,  and  his  thoughts  were  turned  to- 
wards ttie  scenes  of  youthful  gaiety,  and  th« 
abode  of  early  friends,  with  a  fond  partiality 
which  had  they  been  even  less  deserving  of  hii 
attachment,  would  have  been  not  only  pardona 
ble,  but  praiseworthy. 

Morltur,  et  morions  dulcos  rcininiscitur  Argos. 

Smollett  failed  not,  as  he  usually  did,  to  intro- 
duce himself,  with  the  various  causes  he  had  to 
complain  of  to  the  world,  into  the  pages  of  this 
delightful  romance.  He  appears  as  Mr  Scrle, 
and  more  boldly  under  his  own  name,  and,  in 
describing  his  own  mode  of  living,  he  satirizes 
without  mercy  the  bookmakers  of  the  day,  wiio 
had  experienced  his  kindness  without  repaying 
him  by  gratitude.  It  docs  not,  however,  seein 
perfectly  fair  to  make  them  atone  for  their  un- 
gracious return  to  his  hospitality  by  serving  up 
their  characters  as  a  banquet  to  the  public;  and, 
in  fact,  it  too  much  resembles  the  design  cf 
which  Pallet  accuses  the  physician,  of  converlinp 
his  guests  Into  patients,  in  order  to  make  hiiu 
amends  for  the  expense  of  the  cnteruinment 
But  criticism,  whether  candid  or  unjust,  w-s 
soon  to  be  of  little  consequence  to  tlie  author. 
.\fter  the  \  ablication  of  his  last  work  he  linger- 
ed through  Ihe  summer,  and  atlciigtli,  after  en- 
during the  vicissitudes  of  a  wasting  and  painfu'. 
disorder  witli  ur.abated  composure,  the  world 
lost  Tobias  Smollett,  on  liie  21st  of  October 
1771,  .It  the  untimely  age  of  only  fifty -one  years. 
There  is  little  doubt,  that  grief  for  the  loss  of 
his  daughter,  a  feeling  of  ungrateful  neglect 
from  those  who  were  called  upon  to  lend  hina 
assistance,  a  present  sense  of  confined  circum 
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stances,  whicli  iic  was  fiaily  losing  the  power  of 
eiilarging  by  his  own  exertions,  togetiier  with 
gloomy  ap[irciicnsions  for  the  future,  materially 
aided  the  progress  of  the  mortal  disorder  by 
which  he  was  removed. 

More  happy  in  tiiis  respect  than  Fielding, 
Smollett's  grave  at  Leghorn  is  distinguisiied  by 
a  plain  monument  erected  by  his  widow,  to 
which  Dr  Arnistrong,  his  constant  and  faithful 
friand,  su[)plied  the  following  spirite-l  inscrip- 
lu.n: — 

Hie  <wsa  conduntnr 

TOBI.E  3.MOLLETT,  Sfoii  ; 

Qui,  prosapia  geuerosa  et  anti(iua  natus, 

Friscae  virtutis  exemplar  emicuil; 

Aspectu  ingenuo, 

Corpore  vahdo, 

Pectore  animos.^, 

Indole  apprime  benigna, 

Et  fere  supra  facultates  muni/ica, 

Insignis. 

Ingenio  feraci,  faceto,  versatili, 

Omnisenoe  fere  doctrinae  mire  capaci, 

Varia  fabularum  dulcedine 

Vitam  moresque  hominum, 

L'beriate  summaludens,  depinxit. 

Adverso,  interim,  nefas'  tali  tantoque  aluinno, 

IS'isi  quo  satyne  opipare  supplebat, 

Seculo  impio,  ignavo,  fatuo, 

Quo  musaj  vix  nisi  nothas 

Mecffinatulis  Britannicis 

Fovebantur. 

In  memoriam 

Opiimi  et  amabilis  omnino  viri 

Permultis  amicis  desiderati, 

Hocee  marmor, 

Dil^ctissima  simul  et  amantissima  conjux. 

L.  M. 

Sacravit. 

In  the  year  1774,  a  column  was  erecter!  to 
Smollett's  memory,  near  the  house  in  which  he 
was  born,  by  his  cousin,  James  Smollett,  Esq., 
of  Bonhill,  witii  the  following  nervous  and  class- 
ical inscription,  written  by  professor  George 
Stewart,  of  Edinburgh,  and  partly  by  the  late 
John  Uamsay,  Esq.,  of  Oclilertyre,  and  correct- 
ed by  Dr  Johnson.  The  lines  printed  in  italics 
are  by  tiie  latter. 

[Siste  viator  I 

Si  Icporis  ingoniique  venam  benignam. 

Si  morum  callidissimum  pictorem, 

Uncjuam  es  miratus,] 

Immnrare  paululum  memoriae 

TOBI^  SMOLLETT,  M.D. 

Viri  virtutibus  hisce 

Quas  in  homine  et  cive 

El  laudes  el  imiteris, 

Haud  mediocritcr  ornati: 

Qui  in  Uteris  variis  versatus, 

I'ostquam  felicitate  sibi  propria, 

Sese  posteris  commendaverat, 

Morte  acerba  raptus 

Anno  ffitatis  51. 

Ehou  !  quam  procul  a  patria! 

Prope  Libumi  portnm  in  Italia, 

Jacet  sepultus. 

Tall  Iniitoqne  viro,  pntruelo  suo. 

Cut  indecursu  Lampada 

So  potius  tradidisse  decuit, 

Hanc  Columnam, 

Amoris  eheii!  inane  monumenlum, 

In  ipsis  LevinfB  ripis, 

l^fuu  Tersiculis  sub  exitu  Vitje  illustratas, 

Primis  iT\fan3  vagiltbus  Krfonuii, 


Fonendam  curavit 

Jacobi'3  Smollett,  de  Bonhill. 

Abi  et  reminiscere, 

Hoc  quidem  honore, 

Non  modo  defuncti  memoriae 

Verum  otiam  exemplo,  prospectum  esue ; 

Aliis  enim,  si  modo  digni  sint, 

Idem  erit  virtutis  prsemium! 

The  widow  of  Smollett  long  continued  an  ia 
habitant  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Leghorn,  sup 
porting  herself  in  obscurity  and  with  difficulty^ 
upon  the  small  remnant  of  fortune  he  had  been 
able  to  bequeath  to  iier.  We  remember  a  be- 
nefit play  being  ])erformed  on  her  account  at 
Edinburgh,  in  which  Houston  Stewart  Nichol- 
son, Esq.,  an  amateur  performer,  appeared  in 
the  part  of  Pierre.  The  profits  are  said  to  have 
amounted  to  £300.  An  epilogue  written  for 
the  occasion,  by  Mr  Graham,  of  Gartmore,  wa« 
spoken  by  the  late  Mr  Woods,  of  the  Theatre 
Uoyal,  Edinburgh. 

Smollett's  Ode  to  Independence,  the  most 
characteristic  of  his  poetical  works,  was  publish- 
ed, two  years  after  his  death,  by  the  Messrs 
Foulis,  of  Glasgow.  The  mythological  com- 
mencement is  eminently  beautiful. 

His  name  was  appended  to  a  version  ofTele- 
machus,  as,  during  his  life,  it  had  appeared  to 
a  translation  of  Gil  Bias,  to  which  it  is  supposed 
he  contributecl  little  or  nothing  more.  h\  1785, 
a  farce,  called  The  Israelites,  or  The  fam- 
pered  JVabob,  was  acted  on  the  Covent  Gar- 
den stage,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr  Aiken.  It  wai 
ascribed  to  Smollett  on  very  dubious  evidence, 
was  indifferently  received,  and  has  never  since 
appeared,  either  on  the  stage  or  in  print. 

The  person  of  Smollett  was  eminently  hand- 
some, his  features  prepossessing,  iind,  by  the 
joint  testimony  of  all  his  surviving  friends,  his 
conversation  in  the  highest  degree  ir.structive 
and  amusing.  Of  his  disposition,  those  who 
have  read  his  works  (and  who  has  not  done  so?) 
may  form  a  very  accurate  estimate;  for  in  each 
of  them  he  has  presented,  and  sometimes  under 
various  points  of  view,  the  leading  features  of 
his  own  character,  without  disguising  the  most 
unfavourable  of  them.  Nay,  there  is  room  to 
believe,  that  he  rather  exaggerated  than  soften- 
ed that  cynical  tui-n  of  temper  which  was  the 
principal  fault  of  his  disposition,  and  which  en- 
gaged him  in  so  many  quarrels.  It  is  remaik- 
able  that  all  his  heroes,  from  Roderick  Random 
downwards,  i)ossess  a  haughty,  fierce  irritabi- 
lity of  disposition,  until  the  same  features  ap- 
peared softened,  and  rendered  venerable  by  age 
and  philosophy,  in  Matthew  Bramble.  'I'he 
sports  in  which  they  most  delight,  ai-e  those 
which  are  attended  with  disgrace,  mental  pain, 
and  bodily  mischief  to  others^  and  their  huma- 
nity is  never  represented  as  interrupting  the 
course  of  their  frolics.  We  know  -.  >•  that 
Smollett  had  any  other  marked  failing,  ^ave  that 
which  he  himself  has  so  often  and  so  liberally 
acknowledged.  When  unseduced  by  his  satiri- 
cal propensities,  he  was  kind,  generous,  and 
humane  to  otliers;  bold,  upright  and  inde]ieiv« 
dent  in  his  own  character,  he  stooi)ed  to  no  patro'» 
sued  for  no  favour,  but  honestly 'tnd  lonouia 
bly  maintained  himself  on  his  literary  tabuura 
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vh«n,  if  lie  was  occasiormlly  cmployetl  in  work 
which  was  bencalli  his  talents,  tlie  s'.isj^mcc  must 
rtfmain  with  those  who  savcil  not  sucli  a  i^enius 
from  the  di-gradinij  (IriuljjcfV  of  con>|iilinj^  uiid 
(ranslalin;^.  He  was  a  iloaling  father,  and  an 
ttflTectionale  husband;  and  llie  warm  zeal  willi 
whieli  his  memory  was  cheiished  hy  tiis  surviv- 
'nsj  friends,  showed  clearly  the  reliance  which 
they  place<l  U[ion  his  regard.  Even  his  resent- 
ments, lhou,;;li  often  hastily  adojiled,  and  incau- 
tiously exiiressed,  were  neitiier  unijenerous  nor 
en«!uring.  He  was  open  to  conviction,  and 
ready  to  make  both  acknowledgement  and  al- 
lowance when  he  had  done  injustice  to  others, 
willitig  also  to  forgive  and  to  be  reconciled  when 
he  had  received  it  at  their  liand. 

Chulchill*  and  oilier  satirists  falsely  ascribe 
to  Smollett  the  mean  passion  of  literary  envy, 
to  which  his  nature  was  totally  a  stranger.  The 
manner  in  which  he  mentions  Fiekling  and 
Richartlson,  in  the  account  of  the  literature  of 
the  centurj',  shows  how  much  he  understood, 
and  how  liberally  heiiraised,  the  merit  of  those, 
who,  in  the  view  of  the  world,  must  have  been 
regarded  as  his  immedjate  rivals.  "The  ge- 
nius of  Cervantes,"  in  his  generous  ex])ression, 
"  wm  transfused  into  the  novels  of  Fielding, 
who  painted  the  characters,  and  ridiculed  the 
follies  of  life,  with  equal  strength,  humour,  and 
propriety."  A  passage  which  we  record  with 
pleaiure,  as  a  proof  that  tlie  disagreement 
which  existed  between  Smollett  and  Fielding 
did  not  prevent  his  estimating  with  justice,  and 
reeorJing  in  suitable  terms,  the  merits  of  the 
father  of  the  English  novel.  The  historian, 
with  rqual  candour,  proceeils  to  tell  his  reader, 
"  that  the  laudable  aim  of  enlisting  the  passions 
on  the  side  of  virtue  was  successfully  pursued 
by  Richardson  in  his  Pamela,  Clavisxa,  and 
Grandi^on,  a  species  of  writing  equally  new 
and  extraordinary,  where,  mingled  with  much 
superfluity  anil  impertinence,  we  find  a  sublime 
system  of  ethics,  an  amazing  knowledge  and 
command  of  human  nature. "t 

In  leaving  Smollett's  personal,  for  his  literary 
character,  it  is  impossible  not  to  consider  the 
latter  as  contrasted  with  that  of  his  eminent 
contemporary  Fielding.  It  is  true  that  such 
comparisons,  though  recommended  by  the  ex- 
ample of  Plutarch,  are  not  in  general  the  best 
mode  of  estimating  individual  merit.  But  in 
the  present  case,  the  history,  accomplishments. 


*  The  article  upon  The   Roscia/l  in  the    Critical 
Review  (thai  fertile  makerof  all  dissensions,  in  which 
Smollett  was  engaged)  was  so  severe  as  to  call  liirth 
the  bard's  bitter  resentment,  in  the  second  edition ; 
where,  ascribing  the  olFensive  article  to  Smollett,  in 
which  he  was  mistaken,  he  thus  apostrophizes  him : 
"  Whence  could  arise  this  mighty  critic  sjileen, 
The  muse  a  trifler,  and  her  theme  «o  mean  f 
What  had  I  done,  that  angry  Ilcav'n  should  send 
The  bitterest  foe,  where  most  I  wish'd  a  friend  ? 
Oft  hath  my  tongue  been  wanton  at  thy  name, 
And  hail'd  the  honours  of  thy  matchless  fame. 
For  me  let  hoary  Fid/ling  bite  the  ground, 
So  nobler  Pickle  stand  superbly  bound. 
From  Livv's  temples  tear  th'  historic  crown. 
Which,  with  more  justice,  blooms  upon  thy  own." 
t  4  poet  of  inferior  note,  author  of  a  poem  called 
TA<?  Jiace,  has   brought  the  same   charge  against 
Smollett,  in  still  coarser  terms 


talents,  pursuits,  and,  unfortunately,  the  fatiw 
of  these  two  great  authors,  are  so  closely  idlicd, 
that  it  is  scarcelv  possible  to  name  the  ore  with- 
out exciting  recollections  of  the  other.  Field- 
ing and  Sniolktl  were  both  born  in  the  highest 
rank  of  society,  both  educated  to  learned  pro- 
fessions, yet  both  obliged  to  follow  miscellane- 
ous literatui-e  as  the  means  of  subsistence.  Both 
were  confined,  during  their  lives,  by  the  nar- 
rowness of  their  circumstances, — both  united  a 
humorous  cynicism  with  generosity  and  good 
nature,  both  died  of  the  diseases  incident  to  a 
Sedentary  life,  and  to  literary  laliour, — and  both 
drew  their  last  breath  in  a  fcreign  land  to  which 
they  retreated  under  the  adverse  circumstances 
of  a  decayed  constilution  and  an  exhausted  for- 
tune. 

Their  studies  were  no  less  similar  than  their 
lives.  They  both  wrote  for  the  stage,  and  nei- 
ther'of  them  successfully.  They  both  meddled 
ill  politics;  they  both  wrote  travels,  in  which 
they  showed  thatlheir  good  humour  was  wasted 
under  the  sulTerings  of  their  disease;  and,  to  con- 
clude, they  were  both  so  eminently  successful  as 
novelists,  that  no  other  English  author  of  that 
class  has  a  light  to  be  mentioned  in  the  same 
breath  with  Fielding  and  Smollett. 

If  we  compare  the  works  of  these  two  great 
masters  yet  more  closely,  we  may  assign  to 
Fielding,  with  little  hesitation,  the  praise  of  a 
higher  and  purer  taste,  than  was  siiown  by  his 
rival;  more  elegance  of  composition  and  exiiress- 
ion;  a  nearer  approach  to  the  grave  irony  ot 
Swift  and  Cervantes;  a  great  deal  more  address 
or  felicity  in  the  conduct  of  his  story;  and, 
finally,  a  power  of  describing  amiable  or  virtu- 
ous characters,  and  of  placing  before  us  heroes, 
and  especially  heroines,  of  a  much  higher  as 
well  as  more  pleasing  charactefj  than  Smollett 
was  able  to  present. 

Thus  the  art  and  felicity  with  which  the  story 
of  Tom  Jones  evolves  itself,  is  no  where  found 
in  Smollett's  novels,  where  the  heroes  pass  from 
one  situation  in  life,  and  from  one  stage  of  so- 
ciety, to  another  totally  unconnected,  except 
that,  as  in  ordinary  life,  the  adventures  record- 
ed, though  not  bearing  ujinn  each  other,  or  on 
the  catastrophe,  befall  the  same  personage. 
Characters  are  introduced  and  dropped  without 
scruple,  and,  at\he  end  of  the  work,  the  hero 
is  found  surrounded  by  a  very  different  set  of 
associates  t'rom  those  with  whom  his  fortune 
seemed  at  first  indissolubly  connected.  Xei- 
ther  are  the  characters  which  Smollett  designed 
should  be  interesting,  half  so  amiable  as  his  rea- 
ders could  desire.  The  low-minded  Roderick 
Random,  who  borrows  Strap's  money,  wears  his 
clothes,  and,  rescued  from  starving  by  the  at- 
tachment of  tliat  simple  and  kiiid-hearted  ad- 
herent, rewards  him  by  squandering  hi's  suli- 
stance,  receiving  his  attendance  as  a  servant, 
and  beating  him  when  the  dice  ran  against  him, 
is  not  to  be  named  in  one  day  with  the  open- 
hearted,  good-humoured,  and  noble-mindeii 
Tom  Jones,  whose  libertinism  (one  particular 
omitted)  is  perhaps  rendered  but  too  amiable  by 
his  good  qualities.  We  believe  there  are  few 
readers  who  are  not  disgusted  with  the  misera 
ble  reward    assigned    to    Sti'ap    in   the  closing 
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chapter  of  tlie  novel.  Five  luuulrcd  pounds, 
'^scarce  the  value  of  the  goods  he  hud  presented 
to  his  master)  and  the  hand  of  a  reclaimed 
street-walker,  even  when  added  to  a  Highland 
farm,  seem  but  a  poor  recompense  for  liis  faith- 
ful and  disinterested  attachment.  We  should 
do  Jones  equal  injustice  by  weighing  him  in  tlie 
alauce  with  the  savage  and  ferocious  Pickle, 
lio,  besides  his  gross  and  base  brutality"  to- 
wards Emilia,  besides  his  ingratitude  to  his 
.incle,  and  the  savage  propensity  which  he  shows, 
in  the  pleasure  he  takes  to  torment  olhei'S  by 
j)ructical  jokes,  resembling  those  of  a  fiend  in 
glee — exhibits  a  low  and  ungentlemanlike  lone 
of  thinking,  only  one  degree  higher  than  thatof 
Roderick  Random.  The  blackguard  frolic  of 
introducing  a  prostitute,  in  a  false  character,  to 
his  sister,  is  a  sufficient  instance  of  that  want  of 
taste  and  feeling  which  Smollett's  admii-ers  are 
compelled  to  acknowledge  may  be  detected  in 
his  writings.  It  is  yet  more  impossible  to  com- 
pare Sophia  or  Amelia  to  the  females  of  Smol- 
lett, who  (excepting  Aurelia  Darnel)  are  drawn 
asthe  objects  rather  of  appetite  than  of  affection, 
and  excite  no  higher  or  more  noble  interest  than 
mightbe  created  by  the  Houris  of  the  Moliamme- 
dan  paradise. 

It  follows  from  this  superiority  on  the  side 
of  Fielding,  that  his  novels  exhibit,  more  fre- 
quently than  those  of  Smollett,  scenes  of  dis- 
tress, which  excite  the  sympalliy  and  pity  of 
the  reader.  No  one  can  refuse  his  compassion 
to  Jones  when,  by  a  train  of  practices  upon  his 
generous  and  open  character,  he  is  expelled 
from  his  benefactor's  house  under  the  foulest 
and  most  heart-rending  accusations;  but  we  cer- 
tainly sympathize  very  little  in  the  distress  of 
Pickle,  brought  on  by  his  own  profligate  pro- 
fusion, and  enhanced  by  his  insolent  misanthro- 
py. We  are  only  surprised  that  his  predomi- 
nating arrogance  docs  not  weary  out  the 
oenevolence  of  Hatchway  and  Pipes,  and  scarce 
think  the  ruined  spendthrift  deserves  their  per- 
severing and  faithful  attachment. 

But  the  deep  and  fertile  genius  of  Smollett 
afforded  resources  sufficient  to  balance  these  de- 
ficiencies; and  when  tlie  full  weight  has  been 
allowed  to  Fielding's  superiority  of  taste  and 
expression,  his  northern  contemporary  will  still 
be  found  fit  to  balance  the  sc^e  with  his  great 
rival.  If  Fiehiing  had  superior  taste;  the  palm 
of  more  brilliancy  of  genius,  more  inexhausti- 
'ble  riches  of  invention,  must  in  justice  be 
awarded  to  Smollett.  In  comparison  with  his 
sphere,  that  in  m  hich  Fielding  walked  was  limit- 
ed; and,  compared  with  the  wealthy  profusion 
of  varied  character  and  incident  whicli  Smollett 
has  scattered  through  his  works,  there  is  a  po- 
verty of  composition  about  his  rival.  P'ielding's 
fame  rests  on  a  single  chefiVcEUvve;  and  llie  art 
and  industry  which  jjroduced  Tom  Jones,  was 
unable  to  rise  to  equal  excellence  in  Amelia. 
Though,  therefore,  we  may  justly  prefer  Tom 
Jones  as  the  most  masterly  example  of  an  artful 
and  well-told  novel,  to  any  individual  work  of 
Bmollett,  yet  Roderick  Random,  Peregrine 
Pickle,  and  Humphrey  Clinker,  do  each  of  them 
far  excel  Joseph  A?idre-ivs  or  Amelia;  and  to  de- 
.jcend  stil'  lower,  J'jnathan  Wild,  or  the   Jour' 


iiey  to  the  JVext  World,  cannot  be  put  into  rao 
mentary  comparison  \v\\.\\Sir  Laiincelot  Greaves, 
or  Ferdinand  Count  Fathom. 

Kvery  successful  novelist  must  be  more  oi 
less  a  poet,  even  although  he  may  never  have 
written  a  line  of  verse.  The  quality  of  iniagi- 
nation  is  alisolutely  indispensable  to  him:  hir 
accurate  jjowcr  of  examining  and  embodying 
human  character  and  human  passion,  as  well  ai 
liie  external  face  of  nature,  is  not  less  essential; 
and  the  talent  of  describing  well  what  he  feels 
with  acuteness,  added  to  the  above  requisites, 
goes  far  to  coniplete  the  poetic  character. 
Smollett  was,  even  in  the  ordinary  sense,  whicli 
limits  the  name  to  those  who  write  verses,  a 
poet  of  distinction;  and,  in  this  particular,  su- 
perior to  Fielding,  who  seldom  aims  at  more 
than  a  slight  translation  fron^  the  classics.* 
Accordingly,  if  he  is  surpassed  by  Fielding  in 
moving  pity,  the  uortiiern  novelist  soars  far 
above  him  in  his  powers  of  exciting  terror. 
Fielding  has  no  passages  which  approach  in  sub- 
limity to  the  robber  scene  in  Count  Fathom;  or  to 
the  terrible  description  ot  a  sea  engagement  in 
which  Roderick  Random  sits  chained  and  expos- 
ed upon  the  |)Oop,  witlfout  the  power  of  motion 
or  exertion,  during  the  carnage  of  a  tremendous 
engagement.  Upon  many  other  occasions, 
Smollett's  descrii)tions  ascend  to  the  sublim<;: 
and,  in  general,  there  is  an  air  of  romance  in 
his  writings  which  raises  his  narratives  above 
the  level  and  easy  course  of  ordinary  life.  He 
was,  like  a  pre-eminent  poet  of  our  own  day  a 
searcher  of  dark  bosoms,  and  loved  to  paint 
characters  uniler  the  strong  agitation  of  fierce 
and  stormy  passions.  Hence  misanthropes, 
gamblers,  and  duellists,  are  as  common  in  hia 
works,  as  robbers  in  those  of  Salvator  Rosa,  and 
are  drawn,  in  most  cases,  with  the  same  terri 
ble  effect.  To  compare  Ferdinand  Count  Fa- 
thom to  the  Jonathan  Wild  of  Fielding,  would 
perhaps  be  unfair  to  the  latter  author;  yet,  the 
works  being  composed  on  the  same  jjlan  (a 
veiy  bad  one,  as  we  think),  we  cannot  help 
])lacing  them  by  the  side  of  each  other,  when  u 
becomes  at  once  obvious  that  the  detestable  ¥n- 
thom  is  a  living  and  existing  miscreant,  at 
whom  we  shrink  as  from  the  presence  of  an  in- 
carnate fiend,  while  the  villain  of  Fielding  seems 
rathera  cold  personification  oftheabstractprinci- 
ple  of  evil,  so  far  from  being  terrible,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  knowledge  of  the  world  argued 
in  many  passages  of  his  adventures,  -we  are  com- 
pelled to  acknowledge  him  absolutely  tiresome. 

It  is,  however,  chiefly  in  liis  profusion,  which 
amounts  almost  to  prodigality,  that  we  recognise 
the  superior  richness  of  Smollett's  fancy.  He 
never  shows  the  least  desire   to  make  the  most 


*  A  judge,  competent  in  the  highest  degroo,  ha» 
thus  characterized  Smollett's  poetry.  "They  have 
a  portion  of  delicacy  not  to  be  found  in  his  novels; 
but  they  have  not,  like  those  prose  fictions,  the 
strength  of  a  master's  hand.  Were  he  to  live  again 
we  might  wish  him  to  write  more  poeir}',  in  the  be« 
lief  that  his  poetical  talent  would  improve  by  exer 
cise ;  but  we  should  be  glad  if  we  had  more  of  his 
novels  just  as  they  are." — Specimens  of  the  Jiritish 
Poets,  by  Thomas  Campbell,  vol.  6.  I'lie  truth  is 
that  in  these  very  novels  are  exjiended  many  of  the 
ingredients  both  of  grave  and  humorous  poeLrv 
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."ittier  of  a  cliuractcT,  or  a  siULitinn,  or  iiii  u<lvfn- 
turc,  bill  ihrows  tlicni  tDj^cllicr  witli  a  curulcss- 
ncss  vvliich  urgiK's  iiiiliiiuti')!  coiiBiIfiicf  in  liis 
own  powers.  Fit;l<liiij;  i>;(iisi-s  to  explain  llic 
principles  oi'  liis  art,  ;<nil  lo  cnnp;ratulate  liini- 
seir  and  liis  reiulcrs  on  the  felieitv,  willi  wiiicli 
he  constructs  liis  narrative,  or  makes  iiis  cha- 
racters evolve  llitniselves  in  the  proj;ress. 
These  apjieals  to  the  reader's  judgment,  admi- 
rable as  they  are,  h:»vc  sometimes  llie  fault  of 
beins:  diffuse,  and  always  the  great  disadvantage, 
thai  they  remind  us  ve  are  perusing  u  work  of 
fiction,  and  tiiat  ihe  beings  Mitli  w  jiom  we  have 
been  conversant  during  liic  perusal,  are  but  a 
set  of  evanescent  phantoms,  cnnjuied  up  by  a 
magician  for  our  amusemeni..  Smollett  seldom 
holds  communication  with  his  readers  in  his 
own  person,  lie  manages  his  deliglitful  jiup- 
pet-sliQW  without  thrusting  his  head  beyond  the 
curtain,  like  Gines  dc  Passamonle,  to  explain 
what  he  is  doing,  and  hence,  besides  that  our 
attention  to  the  story  remains  iint)roken,  wc  are 
sure  that  the  author,  fully  conlident  in  the  iibun- 
dance  of  his  materials,  has  no  occasion  to  eke 
tlieiu  out  with  extrinsic  matter. 

Smollett's  sea  characters  have  been  deservedly 
sonsidered  as  inimitable;  and  the  power  with 
which  he  has  diversified  them,  in  so  many  in- 
stances, distinguishing  the  individual  features 
of  each  honest  tar,  while  each  possesses  a  full 
proportion  of  professional  manners  and  habits  of 
thinking,  is  a  most  absolute  proof  of  the  rich- 
ness of  fancy  with  which  liic  uuliior  vas  gil'ted, 
and  which  >ve  have  noticed  as  his  chief  advan- 
tage over  Fielding.  Bowling,  Trunnion,  Hatch- 
way, Pipes,  and  Crowe,  are  all  men  of  the  same 
jiass,  habits,  and  tone  of  thinking,  yet  so  com- 
Dletcly  differenced  by  their  separate  and  iiidi- 
I'idudl  characters,  that  at  once  we  acknowledge 
,liem  as  distinct  persons,  while  we  see  and  allow 
..hat  every  one  of  them  belongs  to  the  old  Kn- 
glish  navy.  These  striking  jjortrails  have  now 
the  merit  which  is  cherished  by  anlicpiaries — 
they  preserve  the  memory  of  the  school  of  Bcn- 
l)ow  anil  Hoscawen,  whose  manners  are  now 
banished  from  the  quarter-deck  to  the  forecas- 
tle. The  naval  officers  of  the  jiresent  day,  the 
fcplcndour  of  whose  actions  has  thrown  into  slia- 
:low  the  exploits  of  a  thousand  years,  do  not 
afTcct  the  manners  of  a  fore-mastman,  and  have 
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shown  how  admirably  well  their  <liity  can  b« 
discharged  without  any  particular  attachment  to 
tobacco  or  flip,  or  the  decided  preference  of  3 
check  shirt  over  a  limn  one. 

In  the  comic  part  of  their  writings,  we  have 
already  said,  Fielding  is  pre-eminent  in  grave 
irony,  a  Cervantic  spi  cies  of  jileasaiitiy,  in 
which  Smollett  is  not  eipially  successful.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Scotchman  (notwithstanding 
the  general  opinion  denies  that  quality  to  his 
countrymen)  excels  in  broad  and  ludicrous  hu 
mour.  His  fancy  seems  to  run  riot  in  accumu 
lating  ridiculous  circumstances  one  upon  ano- 
ther, to  tho  utter  destruction  of  nil  ])ower  of 
gravity;  ami  perhaps  no  books  ever  w  ritlen  have 
excited  such  peals  of  inextinguishable  laughter, 
as  those  of  Smollett.  The  descriptions  which 
affect  us  thus  powerfully,  border  sometimes 
upon  what  is  called  farce  or  caricature;  but  if  it 
be  the  highest  jiraise  of  pathetic  composition 
that  it  draws  forth  tears,  why  should  it  not  be 
esteemed  the  greatest  excellence  of  the  ludi- 
crous that  it  compels  laughter?  The  one  tri- 
bute is  at  least  as  genuine  an  expression  of 
natural  feelinvj  as  the  otiier;  and  he  who  car. 
read  the  calamities  of  Trunnion  and  Ilalchwav, 
when  run  away  with  by  their  mettled  steeds,  or 
the  inimitable  absurdities  of  the  feast  of  the 
ancients,  without  a  good  hearty  burst  of  honest 
laughter,  must  be  well  qualified  to  look  sad  and 
gentlemanlike  with  Lord  Chesterfield  or  Master 
Stephen. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  genius  of  Smollett  niav 
be  said  to  resemble  that  of  Uuliens.  His  pic- 
tures are  often  deficient  in  grace;  sometime  a 
coarse  and  even  vulgar  in  conception;  deficient 
too  in  keeping,  and  in  the  due  subordination  of 
parts  to  each  other;  and  intimating  too  much 
carelessness  on  the  jiart  of  their  artist.  But 
these  faults  are  redeemed  by  such  richness  am! 
brilliancy  of  colours;  such  a  prol'usion  of  imagi- 
nation— now  bodying  forth  the  gi-and  and  terri- 
ble— now  the  natural,  the  easy,  and  the  ludi- 
crous; there  is  so  much  of  life,  action,  and  bus- 
tle in  every  group  hi;  has  painted;  so  nuich 
force  and  individuality  of  character:  that  we  rea- 
dily grant  to  Smollett  «n  equal  rank  with  his 
great  rival  Fielding,  while  we  place  both  far 
above  any  of  their  successors  iu  the  same  line 
of  fictitious  compositinu. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

An  account  of  I\Ir  Gamaliel  Pickle — the 
disposition  of  his  sister  described — he 
yields  to  her  solicitations,  and  retires  to 
the  country. 

Is  a  certain  county  of  England,  bounded  on 
one  side  by  the  sea,  and  at  the  distance  of 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  metropolis,  lived 
Gamaliel  Pickle,  Esquire,  tiie  father  of  that 
hero  whose  adventures  we  purpose  to  re- 
cord. He  was  the  son  of  a  merchant  in 
London,  who  (like  Rome)  from  small  bc- 
trinniugs  had  raised  himself  to  tlie  higiiest 
honours  of  the  city,  and  liad  acquired  a 
plentiful  fortune,  though,  to  his  infinite  re- 
gret, he  died  before  it  amounted  to  a  plum, 
conjuring  his  son,  as  he  respected  the  last 
injunction  of  a  parent,  to  imitate  his  indus- 
try, and  adhere  to  his  maxims,  until  he 
ehould  have  made  up  the  deficiency,  which 
was  a  sum  considerably,  less  than  fifteen 
thousand  pounds. 

This  pathetic  remonstrance  had  the  de- 
sired effect  upon  his  representative,  who 
spared  no  pains  to  fultil  the  request  of  the 
deceased,  but  exerted  all  the  capacity  with 
which  nature  had  endowed  him  in  a  Beries 
of  efforts,  wliich,  however,  did  not  succeed  ; 
for,  by  the  time  he  had  been  fifteen  years  in 
trade,  he  found  himself  five  thousand  pounds 
worse  than  he  was  when  he  first  took  pos- 
cession.of  liis  fatlier's  effects ;  a  circumstance 
that  affected  him  so  nearly,  as  to  detach  his 
inclinations  from  business,  and  induce  him 
to  retire  from  the  world,  to  some  place 
v.here  he  might  at  leisure  deplore  his  mis- 
fortunes, and  by  frugality  secure  himself 
from  want  and  the  apprehensions  of  a  jail, 
with  which  his  imagination  was  incessantly 
haunted.  He  was  often  heard  to  express  his 
fears  of  coming  upon  the  parish,  and  to  bless 
God,  that,  on  account  of  his  having  been  so 


long  a  housekeeper,  he  was  entitled  to  thai 
provision.  In  short,  his  talents  were  not 
naturally  active,  and  there  was  a  sort  of  in- 
consistency  in  his  character;  for,  with  al. 
the  desire  of  amassing  whicli  any  citizen 
could  possibly  entertain,  he  was  encumber, 
ed  by  a  certain  indolence  and  sluggishness 
that  prevailed  over  every  interested  consi- 
deration, and  even  hindered  him  from  pro- 
fiting by  the  singleness  of  apprehension  and 
moderation  of  appetites,  which  have  so  fre- 
quently  conduced  to  the  acquisition  of  im 
mense  fortunes — qualities  which  he  possess- 
ed  in  a  very  remarkable  degree.  Nature,  iu 
all  probability,  had  mixed  little  or  nothing 
inflammable  in  his  composition  ;  or,  what- 
ever seeds  of  excess  she  might  have  sown 
within  him,  were  effectually  stifled  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  austerity  of  his  education. 

The  salhes  of  his  youth,  far  from  being  in. 
ordinate  or  criminal,  never  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  that  decent  jollity,  which  an  extra, 
ordinary  pot,  on  extraordinary  occasions, 
may  be  supposed  to  have  produced  in  a  club 
of  sedate  book-keepers,  whose  imaginations 
were  neither  very  warm  nor  luxuriant.-  Littlu 
subject  to  refined  sensations,  he  was  scarce 
ever  disturbed  with  violent  emotions  of  any 
kind.  The  passion  of  love  never  interrupt- 
ed his  tranquillity  ;  and  if,  as  Mr  Creech 
says  after  Horace, 

Not  to  ailmii-e  is  all  ilie  art  1  know, 

To  make  men  hnpi)j',  and  to  kefp  them  so. 

Mr  Pickle  was  undoubtedly  possessed  ot 
that  invaluable  secret ;  at  least  he  was  never 
known  to  betray  the  faintest  symptom  of 
transport,  except  one  evening  at  the  club, 
where  he  observed,  witli  some  demonstra- 
tions of  vivacity,  that  he  had  dined  upon  a 
delicate  loin  of  veal. 

Notwitiislandingthis  appearance  otplilegm. 
he  could  not  help  feeling  his  disappointment* 
in  trade  J  and,  upon  the  failure  of  a  certan; 
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underwriter,  by  which  he  lost  five  hundred 
pounds,  declared  his  design  of  relinquishing 
business,  and  retiring  to  the  countr}'.  In 
this  resolution  lie  was  comforted  and  en- 
couraged by  his  only  sister,  Mrs  Grizzle, 
who  had  managed  his  family  since  the  death 
of  his  father,  and  was  now  in  the  thirtieth 
year  of  licr  maidenliood,  with  a  fortune  of 
five  tiiousand  pounds,  and  a  large  stock  of 
economy  and  devotion. 

These  qualifications,  one  would  think, 
might  have  been  the  means  of  abridging  the 
term  of  her  celibacy,  as  she  never  expressed 
£ny  aversion  to  wedlock  ;  but  it  seems  she 
was  too  delicate  in  her  choice  to  find  a 
mate  to  her  inclination  in  the  city  ;  for  I 
cannot  suppose  that  she  remained  so  long 
unsolicited,  tliough  the  charms  of  her  per- 
son were  not  altogether  enchanting,  nor  her 
manner  over  and  above  agreeable.  Exclu- 
sive of  a  very  wan  (not  to  call  it  sallow) 
complexion,  which  perhaps  was  the  effects 
of  her  virginity  and  mortification,  she  had  a 
cast  in  her  eyes  that  was  not  at  all  engaging, 
and  such  an  extent  of  mouth,  as  no  art  or 
affectation  could  contract  into  any  propor- 
tionable dimension;  then  her  piety  was  ra- 
ther peevish  than  resigned,  and  did  not  in 
the  east  diminish  a  certain  stateliness  in 
her  demeanour  and  conversation,  that  de- 
lighted in  communicating  the  importance 
and  honour  of  her  family,  whicli,  by  the  by, 
was  not  to  be  traced  two  generations  back, 
by  all  the  powers  of  heraldiy  or  tradition. 

She  seemed  to  have  renounced  all  the 
ideas  she  had  acquired  before  her  father 
served  the  office  of  sherilT;  and  the  era 
which  regulated  the  dates  of  all  her  observa- 
tions was  the  mayoralty  of  her  papa.  Nay, 
so  solicitous  was  this  good  lady  for  the  sup- 
port and  propagation  of  the  family  name, 
that,  suppressing  every  selfish  motive,  she 
actually  prevailed  upon  her  brother  to  com- 
bat with  his  own  disposition,  and  even  sur- 
mount it  so  far  as  to  declare  a  passion  for 
the  person  whom  he  afterwards  wedded,  as 
we  shall  see  in  the  sequel.  Indeed  she  was 
the  spur  f  hat  instigated  him  in  all  his  extraor- 
dinary undertakings  ;  and  I  question  wheth- 
er or  not  he  would  have  been  able  to  disen- 
gage himself  from  that  course  of  life  in  which 
he  had  so  long  mechanically  moved,  unless 
he  had  been  roused  and  actuated  by  her  in- 
cessant exhortations.  London,  she  observ- 
ed, was  a  receptacle  of  iniquity,  where  an 
honest  unsuspecting  man  was  every  day  in 
danger  of  falling  a  sacrifice  to  craft  ;  where 
mnocence  was  exposed  to  continual  temp- 
tations, and  virtue  eternally  persecuted  by 
malice  and  slander  ;  where  every  thing  was 
ruled  by  caprice  and  corruption,  and  merit 
utterly  discouraged  and  despised.  This  last 
imputation  she  prone  meed  with  such  em- 
jdiasis  and  cnagrin,  as  plainly  denoted  how 
far  she  considered  herself  as  an  example  of 
what  she  advanced;  and  really  the  charge 


was  justified  by  the  constnictions  that  wen 
put  upon  her  retreat  by  her  female  friends 
who,  far  from  imputing  it  to  the  laudable 
motives  that  induced  her,  insinuated,  in  sar- 
castic commendations,  that  she  had  good 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  a  place  where 
she  had  been  so  long  overlooked ;  and  that 
it  was  certainly  her  wisest  course  to  make 
her  last  effort  in  the  countrjs  where,  in  dl 
probability,  her  talents  would  be  less  eclips- 
ed, and  her  fortune  more  attractive. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  her  admonitions,  though 
they  were  powerful  enough  to  convince, 
would  have  been  insufficient  to  overcome 
the  languor  and  vis  inertia  of  her  brother, 
had  she  not  reinforced  her  arguments,  b\ 
calling  in  question  the  credit  of  two  or  thiet 
merchants,  with  whom  he  was  embarked  ii. 
trade. 

Alarmed  at  these  hints  of  intelligence,  re 
exerted  himself  effectually :  he  withdrew  iiia 
money  from  trade,  and  laying  it  out  in  bank 
stock  and  India  bonds,  removed  to  a  house 
in  the  country,  which  his  father  had  built 
near  the  seaside,  for  the  convenience  of  car- 
rying on  a  certain  branch  of  traffic  in  which 
he  had  been  deeply  concerned. 

Here,  then,  Mr  Pickle  fixed  lus  habitation 
for  life,  in  the  six-and-thirtieth  year  of  his 
age  ;  and  though  the  pangs  he  felt  at  part- 
ing with  his  intimate  companions,  and  quit- 
ting all  his  former  connexions,  were  not 
quite  so  keen  as  to  produce  any  dangerous 
disorder  in  his  constitution,  he  did  not  fai- 
to  be  extremely  disconcerted  at  his  first  en- 
trance  into  a  scene  of  life  to  which  he  was 
totally  a  stranger.  Not  but  that  he  met  with 
abundance  of  people  in  the  country,  who,  in 
consideration  of  his  fortune,  courted  his  ac- 
quaintance, and  breathed  nothing  but  friend- 
ship and  hospitality ;  yet  even  the  trouble  of 
receiving  and  returning  these  civilities  was 
an  intolerable  fatigue  to  a  man  of  his  habits 
and  disposition.  He  therefore  left  the  care 
of  the  ceremonial  to  his  sister,  who  indulged 
herself  in  all  the  pride  of  formality,  while 
he  himself,  having  made  a  discovery  of  a 
public  house  in  the  neighbourhood,  wen' 
thither  every  evening,  and  enjoyed  his  pipe 
and  cann,  being  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
behaviour  of  the  landlord,  whose  communi 
cative  temper  was  a  great  comfort  to  his  own 
taciturnity  ;  for  he  shunned  all  superfluity  of 
speech  as  much  as  he  avoided  any  othor  un- 
necessary expense. 


CHAPTER  IL 

He  is  made  acquninled  with  the  characters  oj 
Commodore  Trunnion  and  hLs  adherents 
— meets  with  them  hy  accident,  and  con- 
tracts an  intimacy  with  that  commander. 

This   loquacious   publican  soon    gave  him 
sketches  of  all  the  characters  in  the  county, 
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rnd,  among  others,  described  that  of  his  next 
'"efghbourrCom.nodore  Tranmon  w  uch  .  a. 

dtogclher  singular  and   '^^^'^■. ,  ,  J^tSim 
tnodore  and  your  worslui.,'   said  l..c,  '  \y11  in 
a  short  inne  be   hand  and  glove:  he  has  a 
power  of  money,  and  spends  't  like  a  pnnce 
that  is,  in  his  own  way  ;  tar,  to  be  smc,  h^ 
is  a  little  humorsome,  as  the  saying  is,  and 
^^arswonndily.thonghrilbeswo^^^^^^^^ 
means  no  more  harm  than  a  sucking  babe 
Lord  help  us!  it  will  do  your  honour  s  lieart 
Zd  to  hear  hi.n  tell  a  story,  as  how  he  lay 
doncrside  of  the  French,  yard-arm  and  yard- 
ai?n,%oard  and  board,  and  ot  hcava.g  grap- 
S;.,  and  stinkpots,  and  grapes,  and  round 
Lid"  double-headed   partridges,  crows,   and 
carters— Laud  have  mercy  upon  us     he  has 
been  a  great  warrior  in  his  tune   and  lost  an 
eye  and  a  heel  in  the  service.     Then  he  does 
S  live  like  any  other  christian  land  maru 
but  keeps  garrison  in  his  house  as  it    he 
were  in  ?he  midst  of  his  enemies,  and  makes 
us   servants  turn  out  in  the  night    watch 
and  watch  (as    he    calls  it)    all    the   year 
round.      His    habitation  is    detended    by  a 
iitJh.  over  which  he  has  laid  a  drawbridge, 
and  planted  his  courtyard  with  patere;oes 
continually  loaded  with  shot,  under  the  di- 
rection of  one  Mr  Hatchwav,  who  had  one 
of  his  leers  shot  away  while  he  acted  as  lieu- 
tenant o°i  board  the  commodore's  ship  ;  am 
now  being  on  half  pay,  lives  with  liini  as  Ins 
companioli.     The  lieutenant  is  a  very  brave 
miV  a   great  joker,  and,   as  the  saving  is, 
hath  crot  the  length  of  his  commander  s  toot ; 
houMi  he  has  another  favourite  in  the  house 
called  Tom  Pipes,  that  was  his  boatswain  s 
mate?  and  now  keeps  the  servants  m  order. 
?or^  is  a  man  of  few  words,  but  an  exce  - 
lent  hand  at  a  song,  hussel-cap,  and  chuck- 
farthincr.     Concerning  the  boatswains  whis- 
;£  there  is  not  such  another  pipe  in  the 
county.     So  that  the  commodore  lives  very 
happ/in  lus  own  manner;  thof  he  be  some- 
Urils    thrown   into    perilous    passions   and 
quandaries,  by  the  application  of  his  poor 
kinsmen,  whom  he  can't  abide,  because  as 
how  some  of  them  were  the  first  occasion  of 
his   goin-  to  sea.     Then  he   sweats   with 
8.n,ny  at°  he  sight  of  an  attorney  ;  just  for 
afl  the  world,  as  some  people  have  an  anti- 
pathy to  a  cat ;  for  it  seems  he  was  once  at 
Uiwfor  striking  one  of  his  officers,  and  cast 
n  a  swinging  sum.     He  is,  moreover,  ex- 
ceedin<rly  afflicted  with  goblins  that  disturb 
hrresllnd  keep  such  a  racket  in  his  house 
hat  you  would  think  (God  bless   us  !     aH 
the  devils  in  hell  had  l.oko  oose  upon  h.m 
It  was  no  longer  ago  than  last  year,  about 
this  time,  that  he  was  tormented  the  live- 
oncr  nicrht  by  two  mischievous  spirits  tha 
gotlnto'^his  chamber,  and  plaved  a  thousand 
pranks  about  his  hammocK  (for /here  is  not 
Sne  bed  within  his  walls)      Well,  sir,  he 
runcr  his  be  1,  called  up  all  his  servants  got 
Vi<rl  t£.  and  made  a  thorough  search;  but  the 


devil  a  goblin  was  to  be  found.     He  had  no 
sooner  turned  in  again,  and  the  rest  o    thfl 
family  gone  to  sleep,  than  the  foul  licnds  be- 
gan  thcnr  game  anew.     The  commodore  got 
ti,)  in  the  dark,  drew  his  cutlass,  and  attad.- 
ed  them  both  so  manfully,  that,  in  five  mi- 
nutes, everv  thing  in  the  apartment  went  to 
nieces      Tlie  lieutenant,  hearing  the  noiso, 
Lme  'to  his  assistance.     Tom  i;>Pes.  hang 
told  what  was  the  matter,  lighted  his  match, 
and  going  down  to  the  yard,  '''red  all  the  pa- 
teroroes  as  signals  of  distress.     \\  .^H.  to  be 
sure,  the  whole  parish  was  in  a  pucker ;  some 
thought  the  French  had  landed  ;  others  ima- 
crined  the  commodore's  house  was  beset  by 
Thieves ;  for  my  own  part,  I  called  up  two 
dracroons  that  are   quartered  upon  me,  and 
they  swore,  with  deadly  oaths,  it  was  a  gang 
of  smugglers  engaged  with  a  party  ot  their 
rcnment  that  lies  in  the  next  village ;  and 
mounting  their  horses,  like    lusty  tellow  , 
rode  up  into  the  country  as  t\ist  as   t.heir 
beasts  could  carry  them.     Ah,  master,  these 
are  hard  times,  when  an  industrious  boi.y 
cannot  earn  his  bread  vyithout  fear  of  the 
crallows.     Your  worship's  flUher  (God  rest 
his   soul  1)  was  a  good  gentleman,   and  as 
well  respected  in  this  parish  as  e  or  a  he  that 
walks  upon  neat's  leather.     And  if  your  ho- 
nour shiuld  want  a  small  parcel  o     Une  tea, 
or  a  ft-w  ankers  of  right  Nants,  111  be  bound 
you  shall  be  furnished  to  your  heart  s  con- 
tent      But,  as  I  was  saying,  the  huobub  con- 
tinned  till  morning,  when  the  parson  being 
sent  for,  conjured  the  spirits  into  the  Red 
Sea ;  and  the  house  has  been  pretty  qinet 
ever  since.     True  it  is,  Mr  Hatchway  makes 
a  mock  of  the  whole  affair;   and  told  his 
commander  in  this  very  blessed  ^pot,  that 
the  two  goblins  were  no  other  than  a  couple 
of  jackdaws  which  had  fallen  down  the  chim- 
ney,  and  made  a  flapping  with  their  wings 
up^^nd  down  the  apartment.     But  the  com- 
modore,  who  is  very  choleric,  a"d  docs  no. 
like  to  be  jeered,  fell  into  a  main  high  passion, 
and  storrned  like  a  perfect  hurricane,  swear- 
in<T  that  he  knew  a  devil  from  a  jackdaw  as 
well  as  e'er  a  man  in  the  three  kingdoms.  He 
owned,  indeed,  that  the  birds  were  founa 
but  denied  that  they  were  the  occasion  ot 
the  uproar.     For  my  own  P^J^^,  mastei,     be- 
lieve  much  may  be  said  on  bo  h  ^"^s  «t  the 
question,  thof,  to  be  sure,  the  devil  is  aluays 
going  about,  as  the  saying  is. 
^  This  circumstantial  account,  e-xtraordinarv 
as  it  was,  never  altered  one  feature  in  the 
Tountonance  of  Mr  Pickle,  who  having  li^.ard 
it  to  an  end,  took  the  pipe  from  n.s  mouth, 
saying,  with  a  look  of  infinite  sagacity  .nd 
deliberation.-"  I   do  suppose  he  is   of  the 
Co  nish  Trunnions.     Wliat  sort  of  a  woman 
^  his  spouse ''"    "  Spouse  !"  cried  the  other, 
"odds^ranl  I  don'f  think  he  would  mairy 
the  0  ic-n  of  Shcba.     Lack-n-dav  !  sir,  he 
von't  suffer  his  own  maids  to  lie  in  the  gar- 
rison, but  turns  them  into  an  out-house  every 
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liis^lit  before  the  watch  is  set.  Bless  your 
iionour's  sou'.,  he  is,  as  it  were,  a  very  odd- 
ish Ivind  of  a  gentleman.  Your  worship 
would  have  seen  iiim  before  now;  for  when 
he  is  well,  he  and  my  good  master  Hatch- 
way come  hither  every  evening,  and  drink  a 
couple  of  canns  of  rumbo  a-piece  ;  but  he 
nas  been  confined  to  his  house  this  fortnight 
by  a  plaguy  fit  of  the  gout,  which,  I'll  as- 
sure your  worship,  is  a  good  penny  out  of  my 
pocket." 

At  that  instant,  Mr  Pickle's  ears  were  sa- 
'uted  with  such  a  strange  noise,  as  even  dis- 
composed the  muscles  of  his  face,  which 
gave  immediate  indications  of  alarm.  This 
composition  of  notes,  at  first,  resembled  the 
crying  of  quails  and  croaking  of  bull-frogs; 
but,  as  it  approached  nearer,  he  could  dis- 
tinguish articulate  sounds  pronounced  with 
great  violence,  in  such  a  cadence  as  one 
.vould  expect  to  hear  from  a  human  creature 
scolding  through  the  organs  of  an  ass.  It 
was  neither  speaking  nor  braying,  but  a  sur- 
prising mi.xture  of  both,  employed  in  the  ut- 
terance of  terms  absolutely  unintelligible  to 
our  wondering  merchant,  who  had  just  open- 
ed his  mouth  to  e.xpress  his  curiosity,  when 
the  landlord,  starting  up  at  the  well-known 
sound,  cried,  "  Odds  nigers  !  there  is  the 
commodore  with  his  company,  as  sure  as  I 
live ;"  and  with  his  apron  began  to  wipe 
the  dust  ofi:"an  elbow  chair  placed  at  one  side 
of  the  fire,  and  kept  sacred  for  the  ease  and 
convenience  of  this  infirm  commander. 
While  he  was  thus  occupied,  a  voice  still 
more  uncouth  than  the  former  hauled  aloud, 
Ho  !  Ine  house,  a  hoy  !"  Upon  which  the 
publican,  clapping  a  hand  to  each  side  of  his 
head,  with  his  thumbs  fi.xed  to  his  ears,  re- 
bellowed in  the  same  tone,  which  he  had 
earned  to  imitate,  "hilloah."  The  voice 
again  e.xclaimed,  "have  you  got  any  at- 
torneys aboard  !"  and  when  the  landlord 
replied,  "  no,  no,"  this  man  of  strange  ex- 
pectation came  in,  supported  by  his  two  de- 
pendents, and  displayed  a  figure  every  way 
answerable  to  the  oddity  of  his  character. 
He  was  in  stature  at  least  six  feet  high, 
though  he  had  contracted  a  habit  of  stoop- 
ing, by  living  so  long  on  board  ;  his  com- 
])lexion  was  tawney,  and  his  aspect  rendered 
liideous  by  a  large  scar  across  his  nose,  and 
a  patch  that  covered  the  place  of  one  eye. 
Being  seated  in  his  chair  with  great  for- 
mality, the  landlord  complimented  him  upon 
Ills  being  able  to  come  abroad  again ;  and 
having,  in  a  whisper,  communicated  the 
r.anie  of  his  fellow  guest,  whom  the  conuno- 
dore  already  knew  by  report,  went  to  pre- 
pare, with  all  imaginable  despatch,  the  first 
allowance  of  his  favourite  liquor,  in  three 
peparate  canns  (for  each  was  accommodated 
uith  his  own  portion  apart),  while  the  lieu- 
lenant  sat  down  on  the  blind  side  of  his 
commander;  and  Tom  Pipes,  knowing  his 
^'istanc«  with  great  modesty,  took  his  sta-, 


tion  in  the  rear.  After  a  pause  of  some  m  . 
nutes,  the  conversation  was  begun  by  thia 
ferocious  chief,  who,  fixing  his  eye  upon  the 
lieutenant  with  a  sternness  of  countenance 
not  to  be  described,  addressed  him  in  these 
words.  "  Damn  my  eyes,  Hatchway,  I  al- 
ways  took  you  to  be  a  better  seaman  than 
to  overset  our  cliaise  in  such  fair  weather. 
Blood  !  did'nt  I  tell  you  we  were  running 
bump  ashore,  and  bid  you  set  in  the  lee 
brace,  and  haul  upon  a  wind  ?"  "  Yes," 
(replied  the  other,  with  an  arch  sneer),  "  1 
do  confess  as  how  you  did  give  such  orders, 
atler  you  had  run  us  foul  of  a  post,  so  as 
that  the  carriage  lay  along,  and  could  not 
right  herself"  "  I  run  you  foul  of  a  post  !' 
cried  the  commander  ;  "  damn  my  heart ! 
you're  a  pretty  dog,  an't  you,  to  tell  me  so 
aboveboard  to  my  face?  Did  I  take  charge 
of  the  chaise  1  Did  I  stand  at  the  helm?" 
"  No,"  answered  Hatchway,  "  I  must  con- 
fess you  did  not  steer;  but  howsomever,  you 
cunned  all  the  way,  and  so,  as  you  could  not 
see  how  the  land  lay,  being  blind  of  your 
larboard  eye,  we  were  fast  ashore,  before 
you  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter.  Pipes, 
who  stood  abaft,  can  testify  the  truth  of 
what  I  say."  "Damn  my  limbs  !"  resumed 
the  commodore,  "  I  don't  value  what  you  or 
Pipes  say  a  rope-yarn.  You'r  a  couple  of 
mutinous — I'll  say  no  more ;  but  you  shan't 
run  your  rig  upon  me,  damn  ye.  I  am  the 
man  that  learnt  you,  Jack  Hatchway,  to 
splice  a  rope,  and  raise  a  perpendicular." 

The    lieutenant,  who   was  perfectly   well 
acquainted  with  the  trim  of  his  captain,  did 
not  choose  to  carry  on  the  altercation  any 
farther;  but  taking  up  his  cann,  drank  to  the 
health  of  the  stranger,  who  very  courteously 
returned  the  compliment,  without,  however, 
presuming  to  join  in  the  conversation,  which 
suffered  a  considerable  pause.     During  this 
interruption,  Mr  Hatchway's  wit  displayed 
itself  in  several  practical  jokes  upon  the  com 
modore,  with  whom,  he  knew,  it  was  danger- 
ous to  tamper  in  any  other  way.    Being  with- 
out the  sphere  of  his  vision,  he  securely  pil- 
fered his  tobacco,  drank  his  rumbo,  made  wry 
faces,  and  (to  use  the  vulgar  phrase)  cocked 
his  eye  at  him,  to  the  no  small   entertain- 
ment of  the  spectators,  Mr  Pickle  JiimseH 
not  excepted,  who  gave  evident  toi<ens  ol 
uncommon  satisfaction  at  the  dexterity  of 
this  marine  pantomime. 

Meanwhile,  the  captain's  choler  gradually 
subsided,  and  he  was  pleased  to  desire 
Hatchway,  by  the  familiar  and  friend'v  dimi- 
nutive  of  Jack,  to  read  a  newspaper  inat  la> 
on  the  taKe  before  him.  This  task  was  ac- 
cordingly undertaken  by  the  lame  lieutenant, 
who,  among  other  j>aragraphs,  read  that 
which  follows,  with  an  elevation  of  voice 
that  seemed  to  progno.sticate  somethinr;  i-s 
traordinary  :  "  We  are  informed  that  Ad/nv 
ral  Bower  will  very  soon  be  created  a  biitish 
peer,  for  his  eminea^.  services    ,iunnj!r  Ih" 
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war,  particularly  in  his  lato  eii^aof<Mnciit  witli 
^hc  French  fleet."     Trunnion  was  thunder- 
struck at  this  piece  of  intellifronce.    The  nmg 
dropped  from  his  hand  and  shivered  into  a 
thousand  pieces;  his  eye  grlistened  like  that 
■if  a  rattlesnake,  and  some  minutes  elapsed 
oefore   ho  could  pronounce,   **  avast  !  over- 
l.aul  that  article  aj^ain."     It  was  no  sooner 
read  a  second  time,  than  smitintr  tlie  table 
with  his  fists,  he  started  up,  and,  with  the 
most  violent  emphasis  of  raijo  and  indigna- 
vion,  exclaimed,  "  Damn  my  lieart  and  liver! 
'tis  a  land  lie,  d'ye  see ;  and  I  will  maintain 
it  to  be  a  lie,  from  the  sprit-sail  yard  to  the 
Tiizen-top-sail  haulyards  !     Blood  and  thun- 
der !    Will   Bower  a  peer  of  this  realm!  a 
fellow  of  yesterday,  that  scarce  knows  a  mast 
from  a  manger ;  a  snotty-noso  boy,  whom  I 
myself  have  ordered  to  the  gun  for  stealing 
eggs  out  of  the  hen-coops  !  and  I,  Hawser 
Trunnion,  who  commanded  a  ship  before  he 
could  keep  a  reckoning,  am  laid  aside,  d'ye 
see,  and  forgotten  !     If  so  be  as  this  be  the 
case,  there  is  a  rotten  plank  in  our  constitu- 
tion, which  ought  to  be  hove  down  and  re- 
jjaired,  d — n   my  eyes  !     For  my  own  part, 
rl'ye  see,  I  was  none  of  your  Guinea  pigs  ; 
I  did  not  rise  in  the  service  by  parliament- 
eering  interest  or  a  handsome  b —  of  a  wife. 
I  was  not  hoisted  over  the  bellies  of  better 
men,  nor  strutted  athwart  the  quarter-deck 
in  a  laced  doublet,  and  thingumbobs  at  the 
wrists.     Damn   my  limbs !    I   have   been    a 
.lard-working  man,  and  served  all  offices  on 
ooard,  from  cook's  shifter  to  the  command 
of  a  vessel.     Here,  you  Tunley,  there's  the 
hand  of  a  seaman,  you  dog."     So  saying,  he 
laid  hold  on  the  landlord's  fist,  and  honoured 
him  with  such  a  squeeze,  as  compelled  him 
to   roar  with  great   vociferation,  to   the  in- 
finite satisfaction  of  the  commodore,  whose 
features  were   a  little  unbended  by  this  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  vigour;  and  he  thus  pro- 
ceeded in  a  less  outrageous  strain.     •*  They 
make  a  damned  noise  about  this  engagement 
with  the  French;  but  egad  !  it  was  no  more 
than  a  bumboat  battle,  in  comparison  with 
some  that  T  have  seen.     There  was  old  Rook 
indJennings,andanotherwhomriIbedamn'd 
jefore  I  name,  that  knew  what  fighting  was. 
As  for  my  own  share,  d'ye  see,  I  am   none 
of  those  that  hollow  in  their  own  commenda- 
tion ;  but  if  so  be  that  I  were  minded  to  stand 
my  own  tr'mpctcr,  some  of  those  little  fol- 
lows that  fiold  their  heads  so  high,  would  be 
taken  all  aback,  as  the  saying  is  ;  they  would 
be  ashamed  to  show  their  colours,  damn  my 
Ryes  !     I  once  lay  eight  glasses  along-side 
of  the  Flour  de  Louse,  a  French  man  of  war, 
.hough  her  metal  was  heavier,  and  her  com- 
plement larger  by  an    hundred  hands   than 
mine.     You,  Jack  Hatchway,  damn  ye,  what 
.Tye  grin  at?     D'ye  think  I  tell  a  story,  be- 
cause you  never  heard  it  before?" 

"  Why,  look  ye,  Sir,"  answered  the  lieu- 
tenant, "  I  am  ^lad  to  find  you  can  stand  your 


own  trum|)eter  on  occasion;  tliof  I  wish  you 
would  ciiaiige  the  tune;  for  that  is  the  samo 
you  have  been  piping  every  watch  for  these 
ten  months  past.  Tunley  himself  will  tell 
you  he  has  heard  it  five  hundred  times." 
"  (iod  forgive  you,  Mr  Hatchway,"  said  the 
landlord,  interrupting  him,  "  as  I  am  an  honest 
man  and  a  housekeeper,  1  never  heard  a  syl- 
lable of  the  matter." 

This  declaration,  though  not  strictly  true, 
was  extremely  agreeable  to  Mr  Trunnion, 
who,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  observed,  "  Aha ! 
Jack,  I  thought  I  should  bring  you  up,  with 
your  jibes  and  your  jokes :  but  suppose  you 
had  heard  it  before,  is  that  any  reason  why 
it  shouldn't  be  told  to  another  person.' 
There's  the  stranger,  belike  he  has  heard  it 
five  hundred  times  too;  han't  you,  brother?" 
addressing  himself  to  Mr  Fickle ;  wiio  replied, 
with  a  look  expressingcuriosity,  "no,  never," 
he  thus  went  on  : — "  Well,  you  seem  to  be 
an  honest,  quiet  sort  of  a  man,  and  therefore 
you  must  know,  as  I  said  before,  I  fell  in  witii 
a  French  man  of  war.  Cape  Finisterre  bear- 
ing about  six  leagues  on  tiie  weatiier  bow, 
and  the  chase  three  leagues  to  leeward,  going 
before  the  wind ;  whereupon  I  set  my  stud- 
ding-sails, and,  coming  up  with  her,  lioisted 
my  jack  and  ensign,  and  poured  in  a  whole 
broadside,  before  you  could  count  three  rat- 
tlins  in  the  mizen  shrouds  ;  for  I  ahvay.-i  k^ep 
a  good  loolc  out,  and  love  to  have  tlie  first 
fire."  "  That  Fll  be  sworn,"  said  Hatchway  ; 
"  for  the  day  we  made  the  Triumph,  you 
ordered  the  men  to  fire  when  she  was  hull-to, 
by  the  same  token  we  below  pointed  the  guns 
at  a  flight  of  gulls;  and  I  won  a  cann  of 
punch  from  the  gunner,  by  killing  the  first 
bird."  Exasperated  at  this  sarcasm,  he  re- 
plied  with  great  vehemence, — "  You  lie,  liib 
ber  !  damn  your  bones  !  what  business  have 
you  to  come  always  athwart  my  hause  \i\ 
this  manner?  You,  Pipes,  was  upon  deck,, 
and  can  bear  witness  whether  or  not  I  fired; 
too  soon.  Speak,  you  blood  of  a  — ,  and- 
that  upon  the  word  of  a  seaman;  how  did' 
the  chase  bear  of  us,  when  I  gave  orders  to. 
fire?" 

Pipes,  who  had  hitherto  sat  silent,  being 
thus  called  upon  to  give  his  evidence,  after 
divers  strange  gesticulations,  opened  his 
mouth  like  a  gasping  cod,  and,  with  a  cadence 
like  that  of  the  east  wind  singing  through  a^ 
cranny,  pronounced,  '*  Half  a  quarter  of  a 
league,  right  upon  our  lee-bea?n."  *'  Nearer, 
you  porpuss-fac'd  swab  !"  (cried  the  commo- 
dore) "  nearer  by  twelve  fathuin  ;  but  how- 
somever,  that's  enough  to  prove  the  falsehood; 
of  Hatchway's  jaw — and  so,  brother,  d'ye 
see,  (turning  to  Mr  Pickle,)  I  lay  alongside 
of  the  Flour  de  Louse,  yard-arm  and  yard- 
arm,  i)Iying  our  great  guns  and  small-arms,, 
and  heaving  in  stink-pots,  powder-bottle:-, 
and  hand  grenades,  till  our  shot  was  all  ex* 
ponded,  double-!  =;aded,  partridge,  and  grape  , 
then  we  loaded  \\    h  iron-crows,  marlinspikea 
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and  old  nails  ;  but  finding  the  Frenchman 
took  a  great  deal  of  drubbing,  and  that  he 
had  sliot  away  all  our  rigging,  and  killed  and 
wounded  a  great  number  of  our  men,  d'ye 
b-ee,  I  resolved  to  run  him  on  board  upon  his 
quarter,  and  so  ordered  our  grapplings  to  be 
"'ot  ready :  but  Monsieur,  perceiving  what 
we  were  about,  filled  his  top-sails,  and  sheered 
off,  leaving  us  like  a  log  upon  the  water,  and 
our  scuppers  running  with  blood." 

Mr  Pickle  and  the  landlord  paid  such  ex- 
traordinary attention  to  the  rehearsal  of  this 
exploit,  that  Trunnion  was  encouraged  to 
entertain  them  with  more  stories  of  the  same 
naiure ;  after  which  he  observed,  by  way  of 
encomium  on  the  government,  that  all  he  had 
gained  in  the  service  was  a  lame  foot  and 
the  loss  of  an  eye.  The  lieutenant,  who 
could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  lose  any  oppor- 
tunity of  being  witty  at  the  expense  of  his 
commander,  gave  a  loose  to  his  satirical  talent 
once  more,  saying,  "  I  have  heard  as  how 
vou  came  by  your  lame  foot  by  having  your 
upper-decks  overstowcd  with  liquor,  whereby 
you  became  crank,  and  rolled,  d'ye  see,  in 
such  a  manner,  that,  by  a  pitch  of  the  ship, 
your  starboard  heel  was  jammed  in  one  of 
tiie  scuppers  ;  and  as  for  the  matter  of  your 
pye,  that  was  knocked  out  by  your  own  crew 
when  the  Lightning  was  paid  off:  there's 
poor  Pipes,  who  was  beaten  into  all  the 
colours  of  the  rainbow  for  taking  your  part, 
and  giving  you  time  to  sheer  off;  and  I  don't 
find  as  how  you  have  rewarded  him  according 
as  he  deserves."  As  the  commodore  could 
not  deny  the  truth  of  the^a  anecdotes,  how- 
ever unseasonably  they  were  introduced,  he 
affected  to  receive  them  with  good  humour, 
as  jokes  of  the  lieutenant's  own  inventing  ; 
and  replied, — "  Ay,  ay.  Jack,  every  body 
knows  your  tongue  is  no  slander ;  but  how- 
somever,  I'll  work  you  to  an  oil  for  this,  you 
dog."  So  saying,  he  lifted  up  one  of  his 
crutches,  intending  to  lay  it  gently  across 
Mr  Hatchway's  pate ;  but  Jack,  with  great 
agility,  tilted  up  his  wooden  leg,  with  which 
he  warded  off  the  blow,  to  the  no  small  ad- 
miration of  Mr  l*ickle,  and  utter  astonish- 
ment of  tlie  landlord,  who,  by  the  bye,  had 
e.xpressod  the  same  amazement,  at  the  same 
feat,  at  the  same  hour,  every  night  for  three 
months  before.  Trunnion  then  directing  his 
eye  1o  the  boatswain's  mate,  "  You,  Pipes," 
«aid  he,  "  do  you  go  about  and  tell  people 
tliat  I  did  not  reward  you  for  standing  by  me 
•when  I  was  husslcd  by  these  rebellious  rap- 
scallions ;  d — n  you,  han't  you  been  rated  on 
the  books  ever  since?"  Tom,  who,  indeed, 
•had  no  words  to  spare,  sat  smoaking  his  pipe 
Avitii  great  indifference,  and  never  dreamed 
of  paying  any  regard  to  these  interrogations  ; 
which  being  repeated  and  reinforced  with 
many  oaths,  that,  however,  produced  no  ef- 
fect, the  commodore  pulled  out  his  purse, 
jaying,  "  Here,  you  bitch's  baby,  here's  some- 
Jiing  better  than  a  smart  ticket ;"  and  threw 


it  at  his  silent  deliverer,  who  received  and 
pocketed  his  bounty  without  the  leasst  de- 
monstration of  surprise  or  satisfaction  ;  while 
the  donor,  turning  to  Mr  Pickle, — "  You  see, 
brother,"  said  he,  "  I  make  good  the  old  say- 
ing, we  sailors  get  money  like  horses,  and 
spend  it  like  asses  :  come,  Pipes,  let's  have 
the  boatswain's  whistle,  and  be  jovial."  This 
musician  accordingly  applied  to  his  month 
the  silver  instrument  that  hung  at  a  button- 
hole of  his  jacket,  by  a  chain  of  the  same 
metal,  and,  though  not  quite  so  ravishing  as 
the  pipe  of  Hermes,  produced  a  sound  so  loud 
and  shrill,  that  the  stranger  (as  it  were  in- 
stinctively) stopped  his  ears,  to  preserve  hia 
organs  of  hearing  from  such  a  dangerous 
invasion.  The  prelude  being  thus  e.xecuted, 
Pipes  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  egg  of  an  ostrich 
that  depended  from  the  ceiling,  and  without 
once  moving  them  from  that  object,  performed 
the  whole  cantata  in  a  tone  of  voice  that 
seemed  to  be  the  joint  issue  of  an  Irish  bag- 
pipe and  a  sow-gelder's  horn  ;  the  conimo- 
dore,  the  lieutenant  and  landlord,  joined  in 
the  chorus,  repeating  this  elegant  stanza. 

Busth',  bustle,  t)ravc  Ijoys! 

Let  us  sin.!^,  Iff  us  toil, 

And  drink  all  the  wliile, 

Siuce  labour  's  the  price  of  our  joys. 

The  third  line  was  no  sooner  pronounced, 
than  the  cann  was  lifted  to  every  man's 
mouth  with  admirable  uniformity  ;  and  the 
next  word  taken  up  at  the  end  of  their  draught 
with  a  twang  equally  expressive  and  harino- 
nious.  In  short,  the  company  began  to  un- 
derstand one  another  ;  Mr  Pickle  seemed  to 
relish  the  entertainment,  and  a  correspon- 
dence immediately  commenced  between  him 
and  Truimion,  who  shook  him  by  the  hand, 
drank  to  fur'Jier  acquaintance,  and  even  in- 
vited him  to  a  mess  of  pork  and  pease  in  the 
garrison.  The  compliment  was  returned, 
good  fellowship  prevailed,  and  the  night  was 
pretty  far  advanced  when  the  merchant's 
man  arrived  with  a  lantern  to  light  his  mas- 
ter home ;  upon  which  the  new  friends  parted, 
after  a  mutual  promise  of  meeting  next  eve- 
ning in  the  same  place. 


CHAPTER  IIL 

Airs  Grizzle  exerts  herself  in  finding  a 
'proper  inatch  for  her  brother ;  who  is  ac 
cordinaly  introdueed  to  the  young  lady 
whom  he  marries  in  due  season. 

I  HAVE  been  the  more  circumstantial  in  open- 
ing the  character  of  Trunnion,  because  he 
bears  a  considerable  share  in  the  course  of 
these  memoirs  ;  but  now  it  is  high  time  to 
resume  the  consideration  of  Mrs  Grizzle, 
who,  since  her  arrival  in  the  country,  had 
been  engrossed  by  a  double  care,  nanioly 
tliat  of  iindinn:  a  suitable  match  for  her  bn: 
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ther,  aod  a  couifortablo  jokc-fellow  for  lier- 
■elf. 

Neither  was  lliis  aim  the  result  of  any 
sinister  or  frail  snfrjrestion,  but  the  pure  dic- 
tates of  that  laudableanibition,  which  prompt- 
ed her  to  tlie  preservation  of  the  family  name. 
Nay.  so  disinterested  was  she  in  tiiis  pursuit, 
that,  poslponinij  her  nearest  concern,  or  at 
i?ai>t  leaving  iier  own  fate  to  the  silent  ope- 
ration of  her  charms,  she  laboured  with  sucii 
indefatigable  zeal  in  beliaif  of  her  brother, 
that,  before  they  had  been  tiirec  months  set- 
tled in  the  country,  the  general  topic  of  con- 
versation in  the  neighbourhood,  was  an  in- 
tended match  between  the  rich  Mr  Pickle, 
and  the  fair  Miss  Appleby,  daughter  of  a 
gentleman  who  lived  in  the  next  parish,  and 
who,  though  he  had  but  little  fortune  to  be- 
stow upon  his  children,  had  (to  use  his  own 
phrase)  replenished  their  veins  with  some  of 
the  best  blood  in  the  country. 

This  young  lady,  whose  character  and  dis- 
position Mrs  Grizzle  had  investigated  to  her 
awn  satisfaction,  was  destined  for  the  spouse 
of  Mr  Pickle,  and  an  overture  was  accordingly 
made  to  her  father,  who  bemg  overjoyed  at 
the  proposal,  gave  his  consent  without  hesi- 
tation, and  even  recommended  the  iunnediate 
e.\ecution  of  the  project  uith  such  eagerness, 
as  seemed  to  indicate  either  a  suspicion  of 
Mr  Pickle's  constancy,  or  a  diffidence  of  his 
own  daughter's  complexion,  which  perhaps 
he  thought  too  sanguine  to  keep  much  long- 
er cool.  The  previous  point  being  thus  set- 
•led,  our  merchant,  at  the  in.stigation  of  Mrs 
Grizzle,  we:itto  visit  his  future  father-in-law, 
►ind  was  introduced  to  the  daughter,  with 
<*-hom  he  had,  that  same  afternoon,  an  op- 
portunity of  being  alone.  What  passed  in 
i-.hat  interview  I  never  could  learn,  though, 
from  the  character  of  the  suitor,  the  reader 
may  justly  conclude,  that  she  was  not  much 
teased  with  the  impertinence  of  his  addresses. 
lie  was  not,  I  believe,  the  less  welcome  for 
that  reiison  ;  certain  it  is  she  made  no  ob- 
jection to  his  taciturnity,  and,  when  her  fa- 
ther communicated  his  resolution,  acquiesced 
with  the  most  pious  resignation.  But  Mrs 
Grizzle,  in  order  to  give  the  lady  a  more  fa- 
vourable idea  of  his  intellects  than  what  his 
conversation  could  possibly  inspire,  was  re- 
solved V)  dictate  a  letter,  which  her  brother 
eliould  transcribe  and  transmit  to  Iiis  mistress, 
as  the  produce  of  his  own  understanding, 
and  had  actually  composed  a  very  tender  bil- 
let for  this  purpose  ;  yet  her  intention  was 
entirely  frustrated  by  the  misapprehension  of 
the  lover  himself,  who,  in  consequence  of 
his  sister's  repeated  admonitions,  anticipat- 
ed her  scheme,  by  writing  for  himself,  and 
dispatching  the  letter  one  afternoon,  while 
Mrs  Grizzle  was  visiting  at  the  parson's. 

Neither  was  this  step  the  effect  of  his 
ranity  or  precipitation  ;  but  having  been  oflen 
assured  by  his  sister,  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  him  to  make  a  declaration  of 


his  love  in  writing,  he  took  this  opportunity 
of  acting  in  conformity  with  her  advice,  when 
his  imagination  was  unengaged  or  undisturbed 
by  any  other  suggestion,  without  suspecting 
the  least  that  slu;  intended  to  save  him  the 
trouble  of  exercising  his  own  genius.  Lefl, 
therefore,  as  he  imagined,  to  his  own  inven- 
tions, he  sat  down  and  produced  the  follow- 
ing morccau,  which  was  transmitted  to  Misa 
A|)pleby  before  his  sister  and  counsellor  had 
the  least  information  of  the  affair. 

"  Miss  Sali,y  Appleby. 

"  Madam, — Understanding  you  hnvo  a  par- 
cel of  heart,  warranted  sound,  to  hr.  disposed 
of,  shall  be  willing  to  treat  for  said  commo- 
dity, on  reasonable  terms.  Doubt  not  shall 
agree  for  same.  Shall  wait  of  you  for  further 
information,  when  and  where  you  shall  ap- 
point. This  the  needful  from  yours,  &;c. 
"  Gam.  Pickle.' 

Tl'.is  laconic  epistle,  simple  and  unadorned 
as  it  was,  met  with  as  cordial  a  reception 
from  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed 
as  if  it  had  been  couched  in  the  most  elegan 
terms  that  delicacy  of  passion  and  cultivatec 
genius  could  supply  ;  nay,  I  believe,  was  the 
more  welcome,  on  account  of  its  mercantile 
plaiimess  :  because,  when  an  advantageous 
match  is  in  view,  a  sensible  woman  ot\cjj 
considers  the  flowery  professions  and  rap- 
turous exclamations  of  love  as  ensnaring 
ambiguities,  or  at  best  impertinent  prelimi- 
naries, that  retard  the  treaty  they  arc  designed 
to  promote  ;  whereas  Mr  Pickle  removed  all 
disagreeable  uncertainty,  by  descending  at 
once  to  the  most  interesting  particular. 

She  had  no  sooner,  as  a  dutiful  child,  com- 
municated  this  billet-doux  to  her  lather,  than 
he,  as  a  careful  parent,  visited  Mr  Pickle, 
and,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs  Grizzle,  demand 
ed  a  formal  explanation  of  his  sentimentu 
with  regard  to  his  daughter  Sally.  Mr  Ga- 
maliel, without  any  ceremony,  assured  him 
he  had  a  respect  for  the  young  woman,  and, 
with  his  good  leave,  would  take  her  for  bet- 
ter for  worse.  Mr  Appleby,  after  havinjj 
expressed  his  satisfaction  that  he  had  fixed 
his  atlections  in  his  family,  comforted  tiie 
lover  with  the  assurance  of  his  being  agreea- 
ble to  the  young  lady,  and  they  fbrtlnvitli 
proceeded  to  the  articles  of  the  marriage 
settlement,  which  being  discussed  and  deter- 
mined, a  lawyer  was  ordered  to  engross  them : 
the  wedding-clothes  were  bought,  and,  in 
short,  a  day  was  appointed  for  the  celebration 
of  their  nuptials,  to  which  every  body  of  an\ 
flishion  in  the  neighbourhood  was  mvited. 
Among  these  Commodore  Trunnion  and  Mr 
Hatchway  were  not  forgotten,  being  the  sole 
companions  of  the  bridegroom,  with  whom, 
by  this  time,  they  had  contracted  a  sort  of 
intimacy  at  their  nocturnal  rendezvoiis. 

They  had  received  a  previous  intimatioK 
of  what  was  on  the  anvil  from  the  landlord, 
before  Mr  Pickle  thought  proper  to  der.la- 
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himself;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  topic 
of  the  one-eyed  commander's  discourse  at 
their  meeting,  for  several  evenings  before, 
Jiad  been  the  folly  and  plague  of  matrimony, 
on  which  he  held  forth  with  great  vehemence 
cof  abuse,  levelled  at  the  fair  sex,  whom  he 
represented  as  devils  incarnate,  sent  from 
hell  to  torment  mankind  ;  and,  in  particular, 
inveighed  against  old  maids,  for  whom  he 
scorned  to  entertain  a  singular  aversion ; 
while  his  friend  Jack  confirmed  the  truth  of 
a:l  hie  allegations,  and  gratified  his  own  ma- 
lignant vein  at  the  same  time,  by  clenching 
every  sentence  with  a  sly  joke  upon  the  mar- 
ried state,  built  upon  some  allusion  to  a  ship 
or  seafaring  life.  He  compared  a  woman  to 
a  great  gun,  loaded  with  fire,  brimstone,  and 
noise,  which,  being  violently  heated,  will 
bounce  and  ny,  and  play  the  devil,  if  you  don't 
take  special  care  of  her  breechings.  He  said 
she  was  like  a  hurricane,  that  never  blows 
from  one  quarter,  but  veers  about  to  all  points 
of  the  compass  :  he  likened  her  to  a  painted 
galley  curiously  rigged,  with  leak  in  her  hold, 
which  her  husband  would  never  be  able  to 
stop.  He  observed  that  her  inclinations 
were  like  the  bay  of  Biscay  ;  for  why  7  be- 
cause you  may  heave  your  deep  sea  lead 
long  enough  without  ever  reaching  the  bot- 
tom :  that  he  who  comes  to  anchor  on  a  wife, 
may  find  himself  moored  in  damned  foul 
^ound,  and,  after  all,  can't  for  his  blood  slip 
his  cable  :  and  that,  for  his  own  part,  thof  he 
might  make  short  trips  for  pastime,  he  would 
never  cmb'ark  in  woman  on  the  voyage  of 
life,  because  he  was  afraid  of  foundering  in 
the  first  foul  weather. 

In  all  probability,  these  insinuations  made 
some  impression  on  the  mind  of  Mr  Pickle, 
who  was  not  very  much  inclined  to  run  great 
risks  of  any  kind ;  but  the  injunctions  and 
importunities  of  his  sister,  who  was  bent  upon 
the  match,  overbalanced  the  opinion  of  his 
sea  friends,  who  finding  him  determined  to 
marry,  notwithstanding  all  the  hints  of  cau- 
tion they  had  thrown  out,  resolved  to  accept 
his  invitation,  and  honoured  his  nuptials  with 
their  presence  accordingly. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  hehavionr  of  Mrs  Grizzle  at  the  wed- 
ding, with  an  account  of  the  guests. 

I  HOPE  it  will  not  be  thought  uncharitable, 
f  I  advance,  by  way  of  conjecture,  that  Mrs 
Grizzle,  on  this  grand  occasion,  summoned 
hor  whole  exertion,  to  play  off  the  artillery 
of  her  charms  upon  the  single  gentlemen 
who  were  invited  to  the  entertainment:  sure 
I  am,  she  displayed  to  the  best  advantage  all 
the  engaging  qualities  she  possessed:  her 
affability  at  dinner  was  altogether  uncom- 
mon ;  her  attention  to  the  guests  was  super- 
fluously hospitable ;  her  tonirue  was  sheathed 


with  a  most  agreeable  and  infantine  lisp  ;  hel 
address  was  perfectly  obliging  ;  and  though, 
conscious  of  the  extraordinary  capacity  of 
her  mouth,  she  would  not  venture  to  hazard 
a  laugh,  she  modelled  her  lips  into  an  en- 
chanting   simper,    which    played   upon    her 
countenance  all  day  long;  nay,  she  even  pro- 
fited by  that  defect  in  her  vision  we  have  al. 
ready  observed,  and  securely  contemplated 
those  features  which  were  most  to  her  liking, 
while  the  rest  of  the  company  believed  her 
regards  were  disposed  in  a  quite   contrary 
direction.    With  what  humility  of  complais- 
ance  did    she    receive  the  compliments  of 
those  who  could  not  help   praising  the'  ele- 
gance of  the  banquet !  and  how  piously  did 
she  seize  that  opportunity  of  commemorating 
the  honours  of  her  sire,  by  observing,  that  it 
was  no  merit  in  her  to  understand  something 
of  entertainments,  as  she  had   occasion  to 
preside  at  so  many  during  the  mayoralty  of 
lier  papa !     Far  from  discovering  the  least 
symptom  of  pride  and  exultation  when  t)>e 
opulence  of  her  family  became  the  subject  (»f 
conversation,  she  assumed  a  severity  of  coun- 
tenance; and,  after  having  moralized  on  the 
vanity  of  riches,  declared,  that  those  who 
looked  upon  her  as  a  fortune  were  very  mucli 
mistaken  ;  for  her  father  had  left  her  no  more 
than  poor  five  thousand  pounds,  which,  with 
what  little  she  had  saved  of  the  interest  since 
his  death,  was  all  she  had  to  depend  upon  ; 
indeed,  if  she  had  placed  her  chief  felicity  in 
wealth,  she  should  not  have  been  so  forward 
in  destroying  her  own  expectations,  by  ad- 
vising  and    promoting  the    event  at  which 
they  were  now  so   happily  assembled ;  but 
she  hoped   she  should   always    have  virtue 
enough  to  postpone  any  interested  consider- 
ation, when  it  should  happen  to  cash  with 
the  happiness  of  her  friends.     Finally,  sue) 
was  her   modesty  and  self-denial,  that  she 
industriously  informed  those  whom  it  might 
concern,  that  she  was   no  less  than  three 
years  older  than  the  bride,  though,  had  she 
added  ten  to  the  reckoning,  she  would  havo 
committed  no  mistake  in  point  of  computa- 
tion. 

To  contribute  as  much  as  lay  in  her  power 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present,  she,  in  the 
afternoon,  regaled  liiem  with  a  tune  on  the 
harpsichord,  accompanied  with  her  voice, 
which,  though  not  the  most  melodious  in  the 
world,  I  dare  say  would  have  been  equally 
at  tl>eir  service,  could  she  have  vied  witli 
Philomel  in  song ;  and  as  the  last  effort  of 
her  complaisance,  when  dancing  was  pr»;. 
posed,  she  was  prevailed  upon,  at  the  re- 
quest of  her  new  sister,  to  open  the  ball  in 
person. 

In  a  word,  Mrs  Grizzle  was  the  pnncipai 
figure  in  this  festival,  and  almost  eclipsed 
the  bride,  who,  far  from  seeming  to  dispute 
the  pre-eminence,  very  wisely  allowed  her  f 
make  the  best  of  her  talents  ;  contenting  her 
Isolf  with  the  lot  to  which  fortune  had  al 
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ready  called  her,  and  which  she  imagined 
would  not  be  the  less  desirable,  if  her  sister- 
in-law  were  detached  from  the  family. 

1  believe  I  need  scarce  advertise  the  reader, 
that,  during  this  whole  entertainment,  the 
commodore  and  his  lieutenant  were  quite 
out  of  their  element :  and  this,  indeed,  was 
tlie  case  witii  the  bridegroom  himself,  who, 
bein^  utterly  unacquainted  with  any  sort 
of  polite  connncrce,  found  himself  under  a 
very  disagreeable  restraint  during  the  whole 
scens. 

Trunnion,  who  had  scarce  ever  been  on 
shore  till  he  was  paid  off,  and  never  once  in 
his  whole  life  in  the  company  of  any  females 
above  the  rank  of  tliose  who  herd  upon  the 
Point  at  Portsmouth,  was  more  embarrassed 
about  his  behaviour  than  if  he  had  been  sur- 
rounded at  sea  by  the  whole  French  navy. 
He  had  never  pronounced  the  word  madam 
since  he  was  born  ;  so  tiiat,  far  from  entering 
into  any  conversation  with  the  ladies,  he 
would  not  even  return  tJie  compliment,  or 
give  the  least  nod  of  civility,  when  they 
drank  to  his  health ;  and,  I  verily  believe, 
would  rather  have  suflercd  suffocation  than 
ailowed  the  simple  phrase  xjour  servant  to 
proceed  from  his  mouth.  He  was  altogether 
as  inflexible  V'ith  respect  to  the  attitudes  of 
ins  body  ;  for,  either  through  obstinacy  or 
bashfulness,  he  sat  upright  without  motion, 
insomuch  that  he  provoked  tlie  mirth  of  a 
certain  wag,  who,  addressing  himself  to  the 
lieutenant,  asked  whether  that  was  the  com- 
modore himself,  or  the  wooden  lion  that  used 
to  stand  at  his  gate  ]  An  imago  to  which,  it 
must  be  owned.  Trunnion's  person  bore  no 
faint  resemblance. 

Mr  Hatcliway,  who  was  not  quite  so  un- 
polished as  the  commodore,  and  had  certain 
notions  that  seemed  to  approach  the  ideas 
of  common  life,  made  a  less  uncouth  appear- 
ance ;  but  then  he  was  a  wit,  and  though  of 
a  very  peculiar  genius,  partook  largely  of 
that  disposition  whicli  is  common  to  all  wits, 
who  never  enjoy  themselves  except  when 
their  talents  meet  with  those  marks  of  dis- 
tinction and  veneration,  which,  in  their  own 
opinion,  they  deserve. 

Tiiese  circumstances  being  premised,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  if  this  triumvirate  made 
no  objections  to  the  proposal,  when  some  of 
the  grave  personages  of  the  company  made 
a  motion  fur  adjourning  into  another  apart- 
ment, where  they  miglit  enjoy  their  pipes 
and  bottles,  while  the  young  folks  indulged 
themselves  in  the  continuance  of  tlieir  own 
favourite  diversion.  Thus  rescued,  as  it 
were,  from  a  state  of  annihilation,  the  first 
jr.e  the  two  lads  of  the  castle  made  of  their 
existence  was  to  ply  the  bridegroom  so  hard 
with  bumpers,  that,  in  less  than  an  hour,  he 
made  divers  efforts  to  sing,  and  soon  after 
was  carried  to  bed,  deprived  of  all  manner  of 
sensation,  to  the  utter  disappointment  of  the 
widemen  and  maids,  who,  by  this  accident, 


were  prevented  from  throwing  the  stocking, 
and  performing  certain  other  cerenioniea 
practised  on  such  occasions.  As  for  the 
bride,  she  bore  this  misfortune  with  greut 
good  humour ;  and,  indeed,  on  all  occasions, 
behaved  like  a  discreet  woman  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  her  own  situa- 
tion. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Mrs  Pickle  assumes  the  reins  of  c^ov em- 
inent in  her  own  family. — Ifer  sister-in- 
law  undertakes  an  enterprise  of  great 
moment — but  is  for  some  time  diverted 
from  Iter  purpose  hy  a  very  interesting 
consideration. 

Whatever  deference,  not  to  say  submission, 
she  had  paid  to  Mrs  Grizzle  before  she  was 
so  nearly  allied  to  her  family,  she  no  sooner 
became  Mrs  Pickle  than  siie  thought  it  in- 
cumbent upon  her  to  act  up  to  tiie  dignity 
of  the  character ;  and  the  very  day  after  the 
marriage  ventured  to  dispute  with  her  sister- 
in-law  on  the  subject  of  her  own  pedigree, 
which  she  affirmed  to  be  more  honourable  in 
all  respects  than  that  of  her  husband;  observ- 
ing, that  several  younger  brotiiers  of  iier 
house  had  arrived  at  the  station  of  lord  mayor 
of  London,  which  was  the  highest  pitch  Oi 
greatness  that  any  of  Mr  Pickle's  predecess- 
ors had  ever  attained. 

This  presumption  was  like  a  thunderbolt 
to  Mrs  Grizzle,  who  began  to  perceive  that 
she  had  not  succeeded  quite  so  well  as  she 
imagined,  in  selecting  for  her  brother  a  gen- 
tle and  obedient  yoke-fellow,  who  would  al- 
ways treat  her  with  that  profound  respect 
which  she  thought  due  to  her  superior  genius, 
and  be  entirely  regulated  by  her  advice  and 
direction  ;  however,  she  still  continued  to 
manage  the  reins  of  government  in  tiie  house, 
reprehending  the  servants  as  usual ;  an  office 
she  performed  with  great  capacity,  and  in 
which  she  seemed  to  take  singular  delight, 
until  Mrs  Pickle,  on  pretence  of  consulting 
lier  ease,  told  her  one  day  she  would  take 
that  trouble  upon  herself,  and  for  the  future 
assume  the  management  of  her  own  family. 
Nothing  could  be  more  mortifying  to  Mi-s 
Grizzle  than  such  a  declaration,  to,  which, 
after  a  considerable  pause,  and  strange  dis- 
tortion of  look,  she  replied, — "  I  shall  never 
refuse  or  repine  at  any  trouble  that  may  con. 
duce  to  my  brother's  advantage."  "  Deaf 
madam,"  answered  the  sister,  "  I  am  infin 
itely  obliged  to  your  kind  concern  for  Mi 
Pickle's  interest,  which  I  consider  as  my 
own,  but  I  cannot  bear  to  see  you  a  sufferer 
by  your  friendship ;  and,  therefore,  insist  up- 
on  exempting  you  from  the  fatigue  you  havu 
borne  so  long." 

In  vain  did  the  other  protest  that  she  took 
pleasure  in  the  task ;  Mrs  Pickle  ascibed  the 
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Bssnraiice  to  her  excess  of  complaisance,  and 
«!xpressed  such  tenderness  of  zeal  for  her 
dear  sister's  health  ard  tranquillity,  that  the 
leluctant  maiden  found  herself  obliged  to  re- 
Bign  her  authority,  without  enjoying  the  least 
pretext  for  complaining  of  her  being  de- 
posed. 

This  disgjace  was  attended  by  a  fit  of 
poevish  devotion  that  lasted  three  or  four 
weeks ;  during  v,'hich  period  she  had  the  ad- 
ditional cha,grin  of  seeing  the  young  lady  gain 
in  ascendancy  over  the  mind  of  her  brother, 
ft'ho  was  persuaded  to  set  up  a  gay  equipage, 
«nd  improve  his  housekeeping,  by  an  aug- 
mentation in  his  expense  to  the  amount  of  a 
thousand  a-year  at  least;  though  this  altera- 
tion in  the  economy  of  his  household  effected 
no  change  in  his  own  disposition,  or  manner 
of  life;  for  as  soon  as  the  painful  ceremony 
of  receiving  and  returning  visits  was  perform- 
ed, he  had  recourse  again  to  the  company  of 
his  sea  friends,  with  v/hom  he  spent  the  best 
part  of  his  time.  But  if  he  was  sc-tisfied  with 
his  condition,  the  case  was  otherwise  with 
Mrs  Grizzle,  who,  finding  her  importance  in 
the  family  greatly  diminished,  her  attractions 
neglected  by  all  the  male  sex  in  the  ncigh- 
bouriiood,  and  the  withering  hand  of  time 
hang  threatening  over  her  head,  began  to 
630I  the  horror  of  eternal  virginity,  and,  in  a 
f9ort  of  desperation,  resolved  at  any  rate  to 
rescue  herself  from  that  uncomfortable  situ- 
ation. Thus  determined,  she  formed  a  plan, 
the  execution  of  which,  to  a  spirit  less  enter- 
prising and  sufficient  than  hers,  would  have 
appeared  altogether  impracticable  ;  this  was 
no  other  than  to  make  a  conquest  of  the  com- 
modore's heart,  which  the  reader  will  easily 
believe  was  not  very  susceptible  of  tender 
impressions ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  fortified 
with  insensibility  and  prejudice  against  the 
charms  of  the  whole  sex,  and  particularly 
prepossessed  to  the  prejudice  of  that  class 
distinguished  by  the  appellation  of  old  maids, 
in  which  Mrs  Grizzle  was  by  this  time  un- 
happily ranked.  She  nevertheless  took  the 
field,  and,  having  invested  this  seemingly  im- 
pregnable fortress,  bega.n  to  break  ground  one 
day,  when  Trunnion  dined  at  her  brother's, 
by  springing  certain  ensnaring  commenda- 
tions on  the  honesty  and  sincerity  of  seafar- 
ing people,  paying  a  particular  attention  to 
his  plate,  and  affecting  a  simper  of  approba- 
tion at  every  tiling  he  said,  which  by  any 
means  she  could  construe  into  a  joke,  or  with 
modesty  be  supposed  to  hear ;  nay,  even  when 
he  left  decency  on  the  left  hand,  which  was 
often  the  case,  she  ventured  to  reprimand  his 
freedom  of  speech  with  a  gracious  grin,  say- 
ing, ''  sure  you  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
sea  have  such  an  odd  way  with  you."  But 
fill  this  complacency  was  so  ineffectual,  that, 
far  from  suspecting  the  true  cause  of  it,  the 
ftommodore,  that  very  evening,  at  the  club, 
m  presence  of  her  brother,  with  whom  by  this 
'.•.me  he  ct)uld  take  any  manner  of  freedom, 


did  not  scruple  to  damn  her  for  a  squinting 
block-faced,  chattering  piss-kitchen;  and  iin- 
m.ediately  afterwards  drank  despair  to  all  old 
maids.  The  toast  Mr  Pickle  pledged  without 
the  least  hesitation,  and  next  day  intimated 
it  to  his  sister,  who  bore  the  indignity  with 
surprising  resignation,  and  did  not  therefore 
desist  from  her  scheme,  unpromising  aa  it 
seemed  to  be,  until  her  attention  was  called 
off,  and  engaged  in  another  care,  which,  for 
some  time,  interrupted  the  progress  of  this 
design.  Her  sister  had  not  been  married 
many  months,  when  she  exhibited  eviden' 
symptoms  of  pregnancy,  to  the  general  satis- 
faction  of  all  concerned,  and  the  inexpressi- 
ble joy  of  Mrs  Grizzle,  who,  as  we  have 
already  hinted,  was  more  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  the  family  name  than  in  any 
other  consideration  v/hatever.  She  therefore 
no  sooner  discovered  appearances  to  justify 
and  confirm  her  hopes,  than,  postponing  her 
own  purpose,  and  laying  aside  that  pique  and 
resentment  she  had  conceived  from  the  beha- 
viour of  Mrs  Pickle,  when  she  superseded 
her  authority,  or  perhaps  considering  her  in 
no  other  light  than  tlia,t  of  the  vehicle  which 
contained  and  was  destined  to  convey  her 
brother's  heir  to  light,  she  determined  to  ex- 
ert her  uttermost  in  nursing,  tending,  and 
cherishing  her,  during  the  term  of  her  im- 
portant charge.  With  this  view,  she  pur- 
chased  Culpepper's  Midwifery,  which,  witl' 
that  sagacious  performance  dignified  with 
Aristotle's  name,  she  studied  with  indefa^i-. 
gable  care,  and  diligently  perused  the  Com 
])lete  Housewife,  together  with  Quincy's 
Dispensatory,  culling  every  jelly,  manna- 
lade,  and  conserve,  which  these  authors  re 
commend  as  either  salutary  or  toothsome, 
for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  her  sister-in- 
law,  during  her  gestation.  She  restricted 
her  from  eating  roots,  pot-herbs,  fruit,  and 
all  sorts  of  vegetables ;  and  one  day  when 
Mrs  Pickle  had  plucked  a  peach  v/ith  her 
own  hand,  and  was  in  the  very  act  of  putting 
it  between  her  teeth,  Mrs  Grizzle  perceived 
the  rash  attempt,  and  running  up  to  her,  fell 
upon  her  knees  in  the  garden,  entreating  her, 
with  tears  in  her  eyes,  to  resist  such  a  per- 
nicious appetite.  Her  request  was  no  sooner 
complied  with,  than,  recollecting  that  if  her 
sister's  longing  was  baulked,  the  child  might 
be  affected  with  some  disagreeable  mark,  or 
deplorable  disease,  she  begged  as  earnestly, 
that  she  would  swallow  the  fruit;  and  in  the 
mean  time  ran  for  some  cordial  water  of  her 
own  composing,  which  che  forced  upon  her 
sister,  as  an  antidote  to  the  poison  she  iiad 
received. 

This  excessive  zeal  and  tenderness  did  not 
fail  to  be  very  troublesome  to  Mrs  Pickle, 
who,  having  resolved  divers  plans  for  the  re- 
covery  of  her  own  ease,  at  Jengtii  deterninod 
to  engage  Mrs  Grizzle  in  such  employment 
as  would  interrupt  that  close  attendance 
which  she  found  so  teasing  and  disao-reeable 
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Neitlior  did  she  wait  long  lor  an  opportunity 
of  puttini?  her  resolution  in  practice.  TIic 
/er>'  nc.vt  day,  a  gentleman  iiappcnintr  to 
dine  with  Mr  Vickie,  unfortunately  mention- 
ed a  pine-apple,  part  of  whicli  he  had  eaten 
«  week  before  ot  the  house  of  a  nobleman, 
!vho  li\ed  in  anotlier  part  of  the  country,  at 
Ihe  distance  of  a  hundred  miles  at  least. 

Tlie  name  of  this  fatal  fruit  was  no  sooner 
pronounced,  than  Mrs  (irizzle,  who  inces- 
santly  watclied  her  sister's  looks,  took  the 
alarn'i,  because  she  thought  they  gave  certain 
ndications  of  curiosity  and  desire ;  and,  al- 
ter iiaving  observed  that  she  herself  could 
never  oat  pine-apples,  wliich  were  altogether 
unnatural  productions,  extorted  by  the  force 
of  artilicial  lire  out  of  filthy  manure,  asked, 
witli  a  faltering  voice,  if  Mrs  Pickle  was  not 
of  her  wav  of  tiiinking!  This  young  lady, 
who  wanted  neither  slyness  nor  penetration, 
at  once  divined  her  meaning,  and  replied, 
with  seeming  unconcern,  tiiat,  for  her  own 
part,  she  should  never  repine  if  tliere  was 
not  a  pine-apple  in  the  universe,  provided 
she  could  indulge  herself  witLi  the  fruits  of 
her  own  country. 

This  answer  was  calculated  for  the  benefit 
of  the  stranger,  who  would   certainly  have 
suffered  for  liis  imprudence   by  the  resent- 
ment of  Mr?  Grizzle,  had  her  sister  expressed 
the  least  relish  for  the  fruit  in  question.     It 
had  the  desired  effect,  and  re-established  the 
peace  of  the  company,  v/hich  was  not  a  little 
endauffered  by  the  gentleman's  want  of  con- 
6ideration.     Js'ext  morning,  however,  after 
breakfast,  the   pregnant  lady,  in   pursuance 
of  her  plan,  yawned,  as  it  were  by  accident, 
full  in  the  face  of  her  maiden  sister,  who,  be- 
ing infinitely  disturbed  by  this  convulsion, 
affirmed  it  was  a  symptom  of  longing,  and 
insisted  upon  knowing  the  object  in  desire ; 
when  Mr?  Pickle,  assuming  an  affected  smile, 
told  her  she  had  eaten  a  most  delicious  pine- 
apple in  her  sleep.   Tiiis  declaration  was  at- 
tended with  an  immediate  scream,  uttered  by 
Mrs  Grizzle,  wlio  instantly  perceiving  her 
Bister  surprised  at  the  exclamation,  clasped 
her  in  her  arms,  and  assured  her,  with  a  sort 
of  hysterical  laugh,  that  she  could  not  help 
screaming  with  joy,  because  slie  had  it  in 
her  power  to  gratify  her  dear  sister's  wish  ; 
a  lady  in  the  neighbourhood  having  promised 
to  send  her,  in  a  present,  a  couple  of  deli- 
cate pine-apples,  which  she  would  that  very 
day  go  in  quest  of. 

Mrs  Pickle  would  by  no  means  consent  to 
this  proposal,  on  pretence  of  sparing  the 
other  unnecessary  fatigue;  and  assured  her, 
Hiat  if  she  had  any  desire  to  eat  a  pine-apple, 
it  was  so  faint  that  the  disappointment  could 
produce  no  bad  consequence.  But  this  assu- 
rance was  conveyed  in  a  manner  (which  slie 
knew  very  well  how  to  adopt)  that,  instead 
of  dissuading,  ratlier  stimulated  Mrs  Grizzle 
vo  set  out  immediately,  not  on  a  visit  to  that 
>ady,  whose  promise  she  herself  had  toigned, 


with  a  view  of  consulting  het  sister's  tran- 
quillitv,  but  on  a  random  search  througli  the 
whole'  county,  for  this  unlucky  fruit,  which 
was  like  to  produce  so  much  vexation  and 
prejudice  to  her  and  her  father's  house. 

During  three  whole  days  and  nights  did 
she,  attended  by  a  valet,  ride  from  jilace  to 
place  without  buccess,  unmindful  of  liei 
health,  and  careless  of  her  reputation,  that 
began  to  suffer  from  the  nature  of  her  inqui- 
ry,  which  was  pursued  with  such  peculiai 
eagerness  and  distraction,  that  every  body 
with  whom  she  conversed  looked  upon  her 
as  an  unhappy  person,  whose  intellects  were 
not  a  little  disordered. 

Badled  in  all  her  researches  within  the 
county,  she  at  length  resolved  to  visit  that 
very  nobleman,  at  whose  house  the  ofiicioua 
stranger  had  been  (for  her)  so  unfortunately 
regaled,  and  actually  arrived  in  a  post-chaise 
at  the  place  of  his  habitation,  where  she  in- 
troduced her  business  as  an  affair  on  which 
the  happiness  of  a  whole  family  depended. 
By  virtue  of  a  present  to  his  lordship's  gar- 
dener, she  procured  the  Hesperian  fruit,  wit), 
which  she  returned  in  triumph. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Mrs  Grizzle  is  indefatigable  in  (rralifying 
her  sister's  lonfrina;. — Peref>ri>ie  is  bom, 
and  mnnaired  contrary  to  the  directions 
and  remonstrances  of  his  aunt,  who  is 
distrusted  vpon  that  account,  and  resumes 
the  jilan  which  she  had  before  rejected. 

The  success  of  this  device  would  have  en- 
couraged Mrs  Pickle  to  practise  more  of  thft 
same  sort  upon  her  sister-in-law,  had  she  not 
been  deterred  by  a  violent  fever  which  seized 
her  zealous  ally,  in  consequence  of  the  fa- 
tigue and  uneasiness  she  had  undergone; 
which,  while  it  lasted,  as  effectually  conduced 
to  her  repose  as  any  other  stratagem  she 
could  invent.  But  Mrs  Grizzle's  health  was 
no  sooner  restored,  than  the  other,  being  as 
much  incommoded  as  ever,  was  obliged,  in 
her  own  defence,  to  have  recourse  to  some 
other  contrivance;  and  managed  her  artifices 
in  such  a  manner  as  leaves  it  at  this  day  a 
doubt  whether  she  was  really  so  whimsical 
and  capricious  in  her  appetites  as  she  herself 
pretended  to  be;  for  her  longings  were  not 
restricted  to  the  demands  of  the  palate  and 
stomach,  but  also  affected  all  the  otlier  or- 
gans of  sense,  and  even  invaded  her  imagi- 
nation,  which  at  this  period  seemed  to  be 
strangely  diseased. 

One  time  she  longed  to  pinch  her  hus- 
band's ear;  and  it  was  with  infinite  difficulty 
that  her  sister  could  prevail  upon  him  to  un- 
dergo  the  operation.  Yet  this  task  was  easy, 
in  comparison  with  another  she  undertook 
for  the  gratification  of  Mrs  Pickle's  unac 
countable  desire;  which  was  no  other  than 
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,,0  persuade  the  commodore  to  submit  his 
chin  to  the  mercy  of  the  big-bellied  lady, 
who  ardently  wished  for  an  opportunity  of 
plucking  three  black  hairs  from  his  beard. 
When  this  proposal  was  iirst  communicated 
lO  Mr  Trunnion  by  the  husband,  his  answer 
was  nothing  but  a  dreadful  effusion  of  oaths, 
accompanied  witli  such  a  stare,  and  delivered 
n  sucu  a  tone  of  voice,  as  terrified  the  poor 
jeseecher  into  immediate  silence;  so  that 
Mrs  Grizzle  was  fain  to  take  the  whole  en- 
terprise upon  herself,  and  next  day  went  to 
the  garrison  accordingly,  where,  having  ob- 
tained entrance  by  moans  of  the  lieutenant, 
ivho,  while  his  comrade  was  asleep,  ordered 
her  to  be  admitted  for  the  joke's  sake,  she 
waited  patiently  till  he  turned  out,  and  then 
accosted  him  in  the  yard,  where  he  used  to 
j)erform  his  morning  walk.  He  was  thunder- 
struck at  the  appearance  of  a  woman  in  a 
place  which  he  had  hitherto  kept  sacred  from 
the  whole  sex,  and  immediately  began  to  ut- 
ter an  apostrophe  to  Tom  Pipes,  whose  turn 
it  was  then  to  watch ;  when  Mrs  Grizzle, 
falling  on  her  knees  before  him,  conjured 
him,  with  many  pathetic  supplications,  to 
hear  and  grant  her  request ;  which  was  no 
sooner  signified,  than  he  bellowed  in  such  an 
outrageous  manner  that  the  whole  court  re- 
echoed the  opprobrious  term  bitch,  and  the 
word  damnation,  which  he  repeated  with 
curprising  volubility,  without  any  sort  of  pro- 
priety or  connexion  ;  and  retreated  into  his 
penetralia,  leaving  the  baffled  devotee  in  the 
humble  posture  she  had  so  unsuccessfully 
chosen  to  melt  his  obdurate  heart. 

Mortifying  as  tliis  repulse  must  have  been 
to  a  lady  of^  her  stately  disposition,  she  did 
not  relinquish  iier  aim,  but  endeavoured  to 
;nterest  the  commodore's  counsellors  and  ad- 
herents in  her  cause.  With  this  view  she 
solicited  the  interest  of  Mr  Hatchway,  who, 
being  highly  pleased  with  a  circumstance  so 
productive  of  mirth  and  diversion,  readily 
entered  into  her  measures,  and  promised  to 
f.niploy  his  whole  influence  for  her  satisfac- 
tion :  and  as  for  the  boatswain's  mate,  he 
was  rendered  propitious  by  the  present  of  a 
gumea,  vhich  she  slipped  into  his  hand.  In 
short,  Mrs  Grizzle  was  continually  engaged 
•n  this  negotiation  for  the  space  often  days, 
during  which  the  commodore  was  so  incess- 
antly pestered  with  her  remonstrances,  and 
the  admonitions  of  his  associates,  that  he 
swore  his  people  had  a  design  upon  his  life, 
which  becoming  a  burden  to  liiin,  lie  at  last 
complied,  and  v/as  conducted  to  the  scene 
like  a  victim  to  the  altar,  or  rather  like  a 
reluctant  bear,  when  lie  is  led  to  the  stake 
amidst  the  shouts  and  cries  of  butchers  and 
thcjr  dogs.  After  all,  this  victory  was  not 
quite  so  decisiva  as  the  conquerors  imagin- 
ea  ;  for  the  patient  being  set,  and  the  per- 
former prepared  with  a  pair  of  pincers,  a  small 
ilirtlculty  occurred:  she  could  not  for  some 
Ume  discern  o\e  black  hair  on  the  whole  su- 


perficies of  Mr  Trunnion's  face  ;  when  Mra 
Grizzle,  very  much  alarmed  and  disconcert- 
ed, had  recourse  to  a  magnifying  glass  that 
stood  upon  her  toilet ;  and,  after  a  most  ac- 
curate  examination,  discovered  a  fibre  of  a 
dusky  hue,  to  which  the  instrument  being 
applied,  Mrs  Pickle  pulled  it  up  by  the  root, 
to  the  no  small  discoinpnsure  of  the  owner, 
who  feeling  the  smart  much  more  severe 
than  he  had  expected,  started  up,  and  swore 
he  would  not  part  with  another  hair  to  save 
them  all  from  damnation. 

Mr  Hatchway  exhorted  him  to  patience 
and  resignation ;  Mrs  Grizzle  repeated  her 
entreaties  witli  great  humility  ;  but  finding 
him  deaf  to  all  her  prayers,  and  absolutely 
bent  upon  leaving  the  house,  she  clasped 
his  knees,  and  begged,  for  the  love  of  God, 
that  he  would  have  compassion  upon  a  dis- 
tressed family,  and  endure  a  little  more  for 
the  sake  of  the  poor  infant,  who  would 
otherwise  be  born  with  a  grey  beard  upon 
its  chin.  Far  from  being  melted,  he  was 
rather  exasperated  by  this  reflection ;  to 
which  he  replied  with  great  indignation, 
"  D — n  you  for  a  yaw-sighted  bitch  !  he'll 
be  hanged  long  enough  before  he  has  any 
beard  at  all ;"  so  saying,  he  disengugcd  him- 
self from  her  embraces,  flung  out  at  the  door, 
and  halted  homewards  with  such  surprising 
speed,  that  the  lieutenant  could  not  over- 
take him  until  he  had  arrived  at  his  own 
gate ;  and  IMrs  Grizzle  was  so  much  affect- 
ed with  his  escape,  that  her  sister,  in  pure 
compassion,  desired  she  would  not  afflict 
herself,  protesting  that  her  own  wish  was 
already  gratified,  for  she  had  plucked  three 
hairs  at  once,  having  from  the  beginning 
been  dubious  of  the  commodore's  patience. 
But  the  labours  of  this  assiduous  kinswoman 
did  not  end  with  the  achievement  of  this  ad- 
venture ;  her  eloquence  or  industry  was  em- 
ployed without  ceasing,  in  the  performance 
of  other  tasks  imposed  by  the  ingenious  crafl 
of  her  sister-in-law,  who,  at  another  time, 
conceived  an  insuppressible  affection  for  a  fri- 
cassee of  frogs,  which  should  be  the  genuine 
natives  of  France ;  so  that  there  was  the  ne- 
cessity  of  despatching  a  messenger  on  pur- 
pose to  that  kingdom  ;  but,  as  she  could  nol 
depend  upon  the  integrity  of  any  common 
servant,  Mrs  Grizzle  undertook  that  pro- 
vince, and  actually  set  sail  in  a  cutter  for 
Boulogne,  from  whence  she  returned  in 
eight-and-forty  hours  with  a  tub-full  of  those 
live  animals,  which,  being  dressed  according 
to  art,  her  sister  would  not  taste  them,  on 
pretence  that  her  fit  of  longing  was  past ; 
but  then  her  inclinations  took  a  different 
turn,  and  fixed  themselves  upon  a  curious 
imjjlement  belonging  to  a  lady  of  quality  in 
the  neighbourhood,  which  was  reported  to 
be  a  very  great  curiosity  ;  this  was  no  other 
than  a  porcelain  chamber-pot  of  admirable 
workmanship,  contrived  by  tde  honourable 
owner,  who  kept  it  for  her  own  private  use, 
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tnd  cherished  it  as  an  utensil  of  inestimable 
value. 

Mrs  Griizle  shuddered  at  the  first  hint  she 
received  o'.'Iier  sister's  desire  to  possess  this 
piece  ot"  l.iniiture,  because  she  knew  it  was 
not  to  be  purciiuscd  ;  ami  the  lady's  cliarac- 
ter,  which  was  none  of  the  most  amiable  in 

1)oint  of  humanity  and  condescension,  for- 
)ade  all  hopes  of  borrowing  it  fur  a  season  ; 
she  therefore  attempted  to  reason  down  this 
capricious  appetite,  as  an  extravajfance  of 
imagination  wiiich  ou<rht  to  be  combated  and 
repressed;  and  Mrs  Pickle,  to  oil  appear- 
ance, was  convinced  and  satisfied  by  her  ar- 
guments and  advice;  but,  nevertheless,  could 
make  use  of  no  other  convenience,  and  was 
threatened  with  a  very  dangerous  sui)press- 
ion.  Roused  at  the  peril  in  which  siic  sup- 
posed her  to  be,  Mrs  Grizzle  flew  to  the 
lady's  house,  and,  having  obtained  a  private 
midiencc,  disclosed  the  melancholy  situation 
(if  her  sister,  and  implored  the  benevolence 
of  her  ladyship ;  who,  contrary  to  expecta- 
don,  received  her  very  graciously,  and  cort- 
sented  to  indulge  Mrs  Pickle's  longing.  Mr 
Pickle  began  to  bo  out  of  humour  at  tlic  ex- 
pense to  which  he  was  exposed  by  tlie  ca- 
price of  his  wife,  who  was  herself  alarmed 
at  this  last  incident,  and,  for  the  futnrc,  kept 
her  fancy  within  bounds;  insomuch,  that, 
without  being  subject  to  any  more  extraordi- 
nary trouble,  Mrs  Grizzle  reaped  the  Icng- 
wished-for  fruits  of  her  dearest  expectation 
in  the  birth  of  a  fine  boy,  wliom  her  sister 
in  a  few  motiths  brought  into  the  world. 

I  siiall  omit  the  description  of  the  re- 
joicings, which  were  infinite,  on  this  im- 
portant occasion,  and  only  observe,  that  Mrs 
Pickle's  mother  and  aunt  stood  godmothers, 
and  the  commodore  assisted  at  the  ceremony 
as  godfatiier  to  the  child,  who  was  christen- 
ed by  the  name  of  Peregrine,  in  compliment 
to  the  memory  of  a  deceased  uncle.  While 
the  mother  was  confined  to  her  bed,  and  in- 
capable of  maintaining  her  own  authority, 
Mrs  Grizzle  took  charge  of  the  infant  by  a 
double  claim;  and  superintended  with  sur- 
prising vigilance  the  nurse  and  midwife 
in  all  the  particulars  of  their  respective 
offices,  which  were  performed  by  her  ex- 
press direction.  But  no  sooner  was  Mrs 
Pickle  in  a  condition  to  reassumo  the  ma- 
nagement of  her  own  affairs,  than  she  thought 
pioper  to  alter  certain  regulations  concern- 
ing the  child,  which  had  obtained  in  conse- 
quence of  her  sister's  orders ;  directing, 
among  other  innovations,  that  the  bandages 
with  whicii  the  infant  had  been  so  neatly 
roiled  up,  like  an  Egj'ptian  mummy,  should 
be  loosened  and  laid  aside,  in  order  to  rid 
nature  of  all  restraint,  and  give  the  blood 
'ree  scope  to  circulato  ;  and  with  h^r  own 
hands  she  plintred  him  headlong  every  niorn- 
mg  into  a  tub  full  of  cold  water.  This  opera- 
tion seemed  so  barbarous  to  the  tender- 
Wartc'J    Mrs    Grizzle    that    she    not  only 


opposed  it  with  all  iier  eloquence,  shedding 
abundance  of  tears  over  tiic  sacrifice  when 
it  was  made,  but  took  horse  immediately 
and  departed  for  the  habitation  of  an  eminent 
country  j)hysician,  whom  she  consulted  in 
these  words:  "Pray,  doctor,  is  it  nut  both 
dangerous  and  cruel  to  be  the  means  of  lcit-« 
ing  a  poor  tender  infant  perish,  by  sousing  it 
in  water  as  cold  as  ice!"  "  Yes,"  replied 
the  doctor,  "  downright  murder,  I  affirm." 
"  I  see  you  are  a  person  of  great  learning 
and  sagacity,"  said  the  other ;  "  and  I  muvt 
beg  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  signify  your 
opinion  in  your  own  handwriting."  The 
doctor  immediately  complied  with  her  re- 
quest, and  expressed  himself  upon  a  slip  of 
paper  to  this  purpose  : 

*♦  These  are  to  certify  ivhom  it  may  con- 
ccr7i,  that  I  firmly  believe,  and  it  is  my  tin- 
alterahle  opinion,  that  tvhomsoever  Ictteth 
an  infant  perish,  by  sonsin^  it  in  cold  loa- 
ter,  even  though  the  said  water  should  not 
be  so  cold  as  ice,  is  in  effect  guilty  of  the 
murder  of  the  said  infant — as  witness  my 
hand,  "  Comfit  Coi.ycynth." 

Having  obtained  this  certificate,  for  which 
the  physician  was  immediately  acknowledg- 
ed, she  returned,  exulting,  and  hoping,  with 
such  authority,  to  overthrow  all  opposition. 
Accordingly,  next  morning,  when  her  ne- 
phew was  about  to  undergo  his  diurnal  ba|i- 
tism,  she  produced  tiie  commission,  wlierelty 
she  conceived  h.crself  empowered  to  over- 
rule such  inhuman  proceedings.  But  she  was 
disappointed  in  her  expectation,  confident 
as  it  was;  not  that  Mrs  Pickle  pretended 
to  differ  in  oj)inion  from  Dr  Colycyntii, 
"  for  whose  character  and  sentiments,"  said 
she,  "  I  have  such  veneration,  that  I  shall 
carefully  observe  the  caution  implied  in  this 
very  certificate,  by  whicli,  far  from  condemn- 
ing my  method  of  practice,  he  only  asserts 
that  killing  is  murder;  an  asseveration,  tlio 
truth  of  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  I  shall  neve, 
dispute." 

Mrs  Grizzle,  who,  sooth  to  say,  had  ra- 
ther  too  superficially  considered  the  claube 
by  which  slie  thought  herself  authorised,  pe- 
rused the  paper  witli  more  accuracy,  and  was 
confounded  at  her  own  want  of  penetration. 
Yet,  tliough  she  was  confuted,  she  was  by 
no  means  convinced  tiiat  her  objections  to 
the  cold  bath  were  unreasonable  ;  on  tlie 
contrary,  after  having  bestowed  sundry  op- 
probrious epithets  on  the  physician, 'for  Ilia 
want  of  knowledge  and  candour,  she  pro- 
tested, in  the  most  earnest  and  solemn  man- 
ner, against  the  pernicious  practice  of  dip;> 
ing  the  child  :  a  piece  of  cruelty  which,  with 
God's  assistance,  she  should  never  suffer  to 
be  indicted  on  her  own  issue  :  and  washing 
her  hands  of  the  melancholy  consequence 
that  would  certainly  ensue,  shut  herself  up 
in  her  closet,  to  indulge  her  sorrow  and  vex. 
ation.  She  was  deceived,  however,  in  her 
prognostic:  the  boy,  instead  of  dechninjj  a' 
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point  of  health,  seemed  to  acquire  fresh  vi- 
gour from  every  ])lunge,  as  if  he  had  been 
resolved  to  discredit  tlie  wisdom  and  fore- 
sight of  his  aunt,  who,  in  all  probability, 
could  never  forgive  him  for  this  want  of  re- 
verence and  respect.  This  conjecture  is 
founded  upon  lier  behaviour  to  him  in  the 
sequel  of  his  infancy,  during  which  she  was 
known  to  torture  him  more  than  once,  when 
ghe  had  opportunities  of  thrusting  pins  into 
his  flesh  without  any  danger  of  being  de- 
tected. In  a  word,  her  affections  were  in  a 
little  tmie  altogether  alienated  from  this 
hope  of  her  family,  whom  she  abandoned 
x>  the  conduct  of  iiis  mother,  whose  pro- 
iince  it  undoubtedly  was  to  manage  the  nur- 
ture of  her  own  child;  while  she  licrself  re- 
sumed her  operations  upon  the  commodore, 
whom  she  was  resolved  at  any  rate  to  capti- 
i^ate  and  enslave.  And  it  must  be  ov/ned, 
that  Mrs  Grizzle's  knowledge  of  the  human 
heart  never  shone  so  conspicuous,  as  in  the 
methods  she  pursued  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  important  aim. 

Through  the  rough  unpolished  husk  that 
cased  the  soul  of  Trunnion,  she  could  easily 
distinguish  a  large  share  of  that  vanity  and 
Belf-conceit  that  generally  predominate  even 
in  the  most  savage  breast ;  and  to  this  she 
constantly  appealed.  In  his  presence,  she 
always  exclaimed  against  the  craft  and  dis- 
honest dissimulation  of  the  world,  and  never 
failed  of  uttering  particular  invectives  against 
those  arts  of  chicanery  in  which  the  lawyers 
are  so  conversant,  to  the  prejudice  and  ruin 
of  their  fellow  creatures;  observing,  that,  in 
a  seafaring  life,  so  far  as  she  had  opportuni- 
ties of  judging  or  being  informed,  there  was 
tiothingbut  friendship,  sincerity,  and  a  hearty 
contempt  fo'  every  thing  that  was  mean  or 
selfish. 

This  kind  of  conversation,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  certain  particular  civilities,  insensi- 
bly made  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  the 
commodore,  and  that  the  more  effectually,  as 
his  former  prepossessions  were  built  upon 
very  slendi^r  foundations :  his  antipathy  to 
old  maids,  which  ho  had  conceived  upon  hear- 
say, began  gradually  to  diminish,  when  he 
tbund  they  were  not  quite  such  infernal  ani- 
mals as  they  had  been  represented;  and  it 
was  not  long  before  ho  was  heard  to  observe, 
at  the  club,  that  Pickle's  sister  had  not  so 
much  of  the  core  of  bitch  in  her  as  he  had 
inmgined.  This  negative  compliment,  by 
the  medium  of  her  brother,  soon  reached  the 
ears  of  Mrs  Grizzle,  who,  thus  encouraged, 
redoubled  all  her  arts  and  attention  ;  so  that, 
in  less  than  three  months  after,  he  in  the 
same  place  distinguished  her  with  the  cy'i- 
thet  of  a  damned  sensible  jade. 

Hatchway  taking  the  alarm  at  this  declar- 
ation, which  he  feared  f.ireboded  something 
fatal  to  his  interest,  told  his  commander, 
with  a  sneei .  that  she  had  sense  enough  to 
nring  him  to  under  her  stern :  and  he  did  not 


doubt  but  that  such  an  old  crazy  vessel  woido 
be  the  better  for  being  taken  in  tow.  "  Bui. 
howsomever,"  added  this  arch  adviser,  "  I'd 
have  you  take  care  of  your  upper  works  ;  for 
if  once  you  are  made  fast  to  her  poop,  egad! 
she'll  spank  it  away,  and  make  every  beam 
in  your  body  crack  with  straining."  Our 
she-projector's  whole  plan  had  like  to  have 
been  ruined  by  the  effect  which  this  malicioua 
hint  had  upon  Trunnion,  whose  rage  and 
suspicion  being  awakened  at  once,  his  colour 
changed  from  tawney  to  a  cadaverous  pale, 
and  then  shifting  to  a  deep  and  dusky  red, 
such  as  we  sometimes  observe  in  the  sky 
when  it  is  replete  with  thunder,  he,  after  his 
usual  preamble  of  unmeaning  oaths,  answer- 
ed in  these  Vv'ords :  "Damn  ye,  you  jury- 
legged  dog,  you  would  give  all  the  stowage 
in  your  hold  to  be  as  sound  as  I  am ;  and  as 
for  being  taken  in  tow,  d'ye  see,  I'm  not  so 
disabled  but  that  I  can  lie  my  course,  and 
perform  my  voyage,  without  any  assistance  ; 
and,  egad  !  no  man  shall  ever  see  Hawser 
Trunnion  lagging  astern  in  the  wake  of  e'er 
a  b —  in  Christendom." 

Mrs  Grizzle,  who  every  morning interrogat- 
ed  her  brother  with  regard  to  the  subject  of  his 
over-night's  conversation  with  his  friends, 
soon  received  the  unwelcome  news  of  the 
commodore's  aversion  to  matrimony  ;  and 
justly  imputing  the  greatest  part  of  his  disgust 
to  the  satirical  insinuations  of  Mr  Hatchway, 
resolved  to  level  this  obstruction  to  her  suc- 
cess, and  actually  found  means  to  interest 
him  in  her  scheme.  She  had,  indeed,  on 
some  occasions,  a  particular  knack  at  inak- 
ing  converts,  being  probably  not  unacquaint- 
ed with  that  grand  system  of  persuasion 
which  is  adopted  by  the  greatest  personages 
of  the  age,  as  fraught  with  maxims  much 
more  effectual  than  all  the  eloquence  of  Tul- 
ly  or  Demosthenes,  even  when  supported  by 
the  demonstrations  of  truth  :  besides,  Mr 
Hatchway's  fidelity  to  his  new  ally  was  con- 
firmed by  his  foreseeing  in  his  captain's  mar- 
riage  an  infinite  fund  of  gratification  for  bin 
own  cynical  disposition.  Thus,  therefore 
converted  and  properly  cautioned,  hG  for  tlui 
future  suppressed  all  the  virulence  of  his  wii. 
against  the  matrimonial  state ;  and,  as  hti 
knew  not  how  to  open  ids  mouth  in  the  pos- 
itive praise  of  any  person  whate\er,  took  aH 
opportunities  of  excepting  Mrs  Grizzle  by 
name  fi'om  the  censures  he  liberally  bestow- 
ed upon  the  rest  of  her  sex.  "  She  is  not  a 
drunkard,  like  Nan  Castick  of  Deptford  (he 
would  say)  ;  not  a  nincompoop,  like  Peg  Sim- 
per of  Woolwich  ;  not  a  brimstone,  like  Kato 
Coddie  of  Chatham  ;  nor  a  shrew,  like  Nell 
GrilBn  on  the  Point  at  Portsmouth  (ladies  to 
whom,  at  different  times,  they  had  both  paid 
their  addresses);  but  a  tight,  good-humoured, 
sensible  wench,  who  knows  very  well  how  to 
box  her  compass;  well  trimmed  aloft,  and 
well  sheathed  alow,  with  a  good  cargo  under 
lier  hatches."     The  commodore  at  first  iixin 
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riiiod  tliis  coinun'iulalioii  was  irimiciil,  liiit 
lioariiig  it  repeated  again  and  again,  was  filled 
with  astonisluneiit  at  this  piirprirfing  change 
m  the  lieutenant's  behaviour;  andatier  along 
tit  of  musing,  conclndi-d  that  Hatchway  iiini- 
Belf  harboured  a  matrimonial  design  on  the 
porson  of  Mrs  Grizzle. 

Pleased  with  tiiis  conjecture,  he  rallied 
Jack  in  his  turn,  and  one  night  toasted  her 
health  as  a  compliment  to  his  pa.'rsion  ;  a  cir- 
cumstance wliicii  the  lady  learned  next  day 
by  the  usual  canal  of  her  intelligence,  and 
interpreting  as  the  result  of  his  own  tender- 
ness for  her,  she  congratulated  herself  upon 
tJie  victory  she  had  obtained;  and  thinking 
it  unnecessary  to  continue  the  reserve  slie 
had  hitherto  industriously  affei-tcd,  resolved 
from  that  day  to  sweeten  her  beiiaviour  to- 
wards him  with  sucli  a  dish  of  affection  as 
could  not  fail  to  persuade  him  that  he  had  in- 
spired her  with  a  reciprocal  flame.  In  con- 
s(!qucnce  of  this  determination,  he  was  in- 
vited to  diimcr,  and,  while  he  stayed,  treat- 
ed with  such  cloying  proofs  of  her  regard, 
that  not  only  the  rest' of  the  company,  but 
even  Trunnion  liimself,  perceived  her  drift; 
and  taking  the  alarm  accordingly,  could  not 
help  exclaiming, — "  Olio,  1  see  how  the  land 
lies,  and  if  I  don't  weatiicr  the  point  I'll  be 
damned."  Having  thus  e.xpressed  himself  to 
his  afflicted  inamorata,  he  made  the  best  of  his 
way  to  the  garrison,  in  which  he  shut  himself 
up  for  th.e  space  of  ten  days,  and  had  no 
communication  v.ith  his  t'ricnds  and  domes- 
tics but  by  looks,  which  were  most  signifi- 
caatly  picturesque. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Divers  stratagems  are  invented  and  put  in 
practice,  in  order  to  overcome  the  obsti- 
nacy of  Trunnion,  who  at  length  is  teas- 
ed and  tortured  into  the  noose  of  wedlock. 

This  abrupt  departure  and  unkind  declara- 
tion affected  Mrs  Grizzle  so  much,  that  she 
fell  sick  of  sorrow  and  mortification ;  and, 
after  having  confined  herself  to  her  bed  for 
three  days,  sent  for  her  brother,  told  him  she 
perceivea  her  end  drawing  near,  and  desired 
that  a  lawyer  might  bo  brought,  in  order  to 
^rite  her  last  will.  Mr  Pickle,  surprised  at 
her  demand,  began  to  act  the  part  of  a  com- 
forter, assuring  h.er  that  her  distemper  was 
not  at  all  daiigerous ;  and  that  he  would  in- 
Btantl}'  send  for  a  phj'sioian,  who  would  con- 
vmce  her  that  she  was  in  no  manner  of  jeop- 
ardy ;  so  that  there  was  no  occasion  at  pres- 
ent to  employ  an  officious  attorney  in  such  a 
melancholy  task.  Indeed,  this  affectionate 
brother  was  of  opinion,  that  a  will  was  alto- 
gether superfluous  at  any  rate,  as  he  himself 
was  heir-at-law  to  his  sister's  whole  real  and 
personal  estate.  But  slie  insisted  upon  his 
oompliance  with  such  determined  obstinacy, 


that  he  coidd  no  longer  resist  her  importuni- 
ties; and  a  scrivener  arriving,  she  dictated 
and  e.vecuted  her  will,  in  whicli  she  bequeath- 
ed to  Conunodore  Trunnion  one  thousand 
l)()Uiids  to  purciiase  a  mourning  ring,  whicli 
she  hoped  he  would  wear  as  a  pledge  of  her 
friendship  and  aflcction.  Her  brother,  lliough 
lie  did  not  much  relish  this  testimony  of  her 
love,  nevertheless  that  same  evening  gavO  tn 
account  of  this  particular  to  Mr  lialchnr.y, 
who  was  also,  as  Mr  Pickle  assured  him, 
generously  remembered  by  the  testatri,\. 

The  lieutenant,  fraught  witii  this  piece  of 
intelligence,  watched  for  an  opportunity  ;  and 
as  soon  as  he  perceived  the  conunodorc'a 
features  a  little  unbended  from  that  ferocious 
contraction  they  had  retained  so  long,  ven- 
tured to  inform  him  that  Pickle's  sister  lay 
at  the  point  of  death,  and  that  she  had  lell 
him  a  thousand  i)ounds  in  her  will.  This 
piece  of  news  overwhelmed  him  with  confu- 
sion; and  Mr  Hatchway,  imputing liis  silence 
to  remorse,  resolved  to  take  advantage  of 
that  favourable  moment,  and  counselled  him 
to  go  and  visit  the  poor  young  woman,  who 
was  dying  for  love  of  him.  But  his  admoni- 
tion happened  to  be  somewhat  imseasonablc ; 
for  Trunnion  no  sooner  heard  him  mention 
the  cause  of  her  disorder,  than  his  morosity 
recurring,  he  burst  out  into  a  violent  fit  of 
cursing,  and  forthwith  betook  himself  again 
to  his  hanunock,  where  he  lay  uttering,  in  a 
low  growling  tone  of  voice,  a  repetition  of 
oaths  and  imprecations,  for  the  space  of  four- 
and-twenty  hours  without  ceasing.  This 
was  a  delicious  n'leal  to  the  lieutenant,  who, 
eager  to  enhance  the  phiasure  of  the  enter- 
tainment, and  at  the  same  time  conduce  to 
the  success  of  the  cause  he  had  espoused,  in- 
vented a  stratagem,  the  execution  of  which 
had  all  the  effect  he  could  desire.  Ho  pre- 
vailed upon  Pipes,  who  was  devoted  to  his 
service,  to  get  upon  the  top  of  the  chimney 
belonging  to  tiie  commodore's  chamber,  at 
midnight,  and  to  lower  down  by  a  rope  a 
bunch  of  stinking  whitings  ;  which  being  per- 
formed, ho  put  a  speaking  trumpet  to  liis 
mouth,  and  hollowed  down  the  vent,  in  a 
voice  like  thunder,  'Trunnion!  Tnnmion! 
turn  out  and  be  spliced,  or  lie  still  and  bo 
damned.'  This  dreadful  note,  the  terror  of 
wliich  was  increased  by  the  silence  and  dark- 
ness cf  the  night,  as  well  as  the  echo  of  tlm 
passage  through  which  it  was  conveyed,  no 
sooner  reached  the  ears  of  the  astonished 
commodore,  than  turning  his  eye  towards  the 
place  from  whence  this  solemn  address  seem- 
ed to  jirocecd,  he  beheld  a  glittering  object 
that  vanished  in  an  instant.  Just  as  his  su- 
perstitious fear  had  improved  the  apparition 
into  some  supcrnaUiral  messenger  clothed  in 
shining  array,  his  opinion  was  confirmed  by 
a  sudden  explosion,  which  he  took  for  thun- 
der, though  it  was  no  other  than  the  noise 
of  a  pistol  fired  down  the  diinmey  by  the 
boatswain's  mate,  accord'->g  lo  the  inetmc 
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tions  he  had  received ,  and  he  had  time 
enough  to  descend  before  he  was  in  any  dan- 
ger of  being  detected  by  his  commander,  who 
could  not  for  a  whole  liour  recollect  himself, 
from  the  amazement  and  consternation  which 
had  overpowered  his  faculties. 

At  length,  however,  he  got  up  and  rung  his 
bell  with  great  agitation.  He  repeated  the 
eummons  more  than  once ;  but  no  regard  be- 
ing paid  to  this  alarm,  his  dread  returned 
with  double  terror ;  a  cold  sweat  bedewed  his 
limbs,  his  knees  knocked  together,  his  hair 
bristled  up,  and  the  remains  of  his  teeth  were 
shattered  to  pieces  in  the  convulsive  vibra- 
l.ions  of  his  jaws. 

In  the  midst  of  this  agony,  he  made  one 
desperate  effort,  and,  bursting  open  the  door 
of  his  apartment,  bolted  into  Hatchway's 
chamber,  which  happened  to  be  on  the  same 
floor.  There  he  found  the  lieutenant  in  a 
counterfeit  swoon,  who  pretended  to  wake 
from  his  trance  in  an  ejaculation  of  "  Lord 
liave  mercy  upon  us  !"  And  being  questioned 
by  the  terrified  commodore  with  regard  to 
what  had  happened,  assured  him  he  had  heard 
the  same  voice  and  clap  of  thunder  by  w?iich 
Trunnion  himself  had  been  discomposed. 

Pipes,  whose  turn  it  was  to  watch,  con- 
curred in  giving  evidence  to  the  same  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  commodore  not  only  owned 
that  he  had  heard  the  voice,  but  likewise 
communicated  his  vision,  with  all  the  aggra- 
vation which  his  disturbed  fancy  suggested. 

A  consultation  immediately  ensued,  in 
which  Mr  Hatchway  very  gravely  observed, 
that  the  finger  of  God  was  plainly  perceiva- 
ble in  those  signals ;  and  that  it  would  be 
both  sinful  and  foolish  to  disregard  his  com- 
mands, especially  as  the  match  proposed  was, 
in  all  respects,  more  advantageous  than  any 
that  one  at  his  years  and  infirmities  could 
reasonably  expect;  declaring,  that,  for  his 
own  part,  he  would  not  endanger  his  soul 
and  body  by  living  one  day  longer  under  the 
same  roof  with  a  man  who  despised  the  holy 
will  of  heaven ;  and  Tom  Pipes  adhered  to 
the  same  pious  resolution. 

Trunnion's  perseverance  could  not  resist 
the  number  and  diversity  of  considerations 
that  assaulted  it ;  he  revolved  in  silence  all 
the  opposite  motives  that  occurred  to  his  re- 
flection ;  and  after  having  been,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, bewildered  in  the  labyrinth  of  his 
own  thoughts,  he  wiped  the  sweat  from  his 
forehead,  and,  heaving  a  piteous  groan,  yield- 
ed to  their  remonstrances  in  those  words  : 
"  Well,  since  it  must  be  bo,  I  think  we  must 
e'en  grapple ;  but,  damn  my  eyes !  'tis  a 
(iainn'd  hard  case  that  a  fellow  of  my  years 
should  be  compelled,  d'ye  see,  to  beat  up  to 
windv/ard  all  the  rest  of  his  life,  against  the 
tvjrrent  of  his  own  inclination. 

Tliis  important  article  being  discussed,  Mr 
Hatchway  set  out  in  tiie  morning  to  visit  the 
despairing  shepherdess,  and  was  handsomely 
•ewardcd   for   the  enlivening   tidings   with 


which  he  blessed  her  cars.  Sick  as  she  was, 
she  could  not  help  laughing  heartily  at  the 
contrivance,  in  consequence  of  which  her 
swain's  assent  had  been  obtained,  and  gave 
the  lieutenant  ten  guineas  lor  Tom  Pipes,  in 
consideration  of  the  part  lie  had  acted  in  the 
farce. 

In  the  afternoon  the  commodore  suffered 
himself  to  be  conveyed  to  her  apartment,  like 
a  felon  to  execution,  and  was  received  by  her 
in  a  languishing  manner,  and  genteel  disha- 
bille, accompanied  by  her  sister-in-law,  whc 
was,  for  very  obvious  reasons,  extremely  so- 
licitous about  her  success.  Though  the 
lieutenant  had  tutored  him,  touching  his  be- 
haviour at  this  interview,  he  made  a  thousand 
wiy  faces  before  he  could  pronounce  the  sim- 
ple salutation  of  how  d'ye]  to  his  mi.stress; 
and,  after  his  counsellor  had  urged  him  with 
twenty  or  thirty  whispers,  to  each  of  which 
he  had  replied,  "  Damn  your  eyes,  I  v/on't," 
he  got  up,  and  halting  towards  the  couch  on 
which  Mrs  Grizzle  reclined  in  a  state  of 
strange  expectation,  he  seized  her  hand,  and 
pressed  it  to  his  lips ;  but  this  piece  of  gal- 
lantry he  performed  in  such  a  reluctant,  un- 
couth, indignant  manner,  that  the  nyinph  liad 
need  of  all  her  resolution  to  endure  the  com- 
pliment without  shrinking;  and  he  himself 
was  so  disconcerted  at  what  he  had  done 
that  he  instantly  retired  to  the  other  end  of 
the  room,  where  he  sat  silent,  broiling  witn 
shame  and  vexation.  Mrs  Pickle,  like  a 
sensible  matron,  quitted  the  place,  on  pre- 
tence of  going  to  the  nursery ;  and  Mr  Hatch- 
way, taking  the  hint,  recollected  that  he  had 
left"  his  tobacco  pouch  in  the  parlour,  whither 
he  immediately  descended,  leaving  the  two 
lovers  to  their  mutual  endearments.  i\ever 
had  the  commodore  found  himself  in  such  a 
disagreeable  dilemma  before.  He  sat  in  an 
agony  of  suspense,  as  if  he  every  moment 
dreaded  the  dissolution  of  nature;  and  the 
imploring  sighs  of  his  future  bride  added  if 
possible,  to  the  pangs  of  his  distress.  Im- 
patient of  his  situation,  he  rolled  his  eye 
around  in  quest  of  some  relief,  and,  unable  to 
contain  himself,  exclaimed,  "  Damnation 
seize  the  fellow  and  his  pouch  too !  I  believe 
he  has  sheered  off,  and  left  me  here  in  the 
stays."  Mrs  Grizzle,  who  could  not  help 
taking  some  notice  of  this  manifestation  of 
chagrin,  lamented  her  unhappy  fate  in  being 
so  disagreeable  to  him,  that  he  could  not  put 
up  with  her  company  for  a  few  moments 
without  repfning;  and  began,  in  very  tender 
terms,  to  reproach  him  with  his  inhumanity 
and  indifference  To  this  expostulation  he 
replied, — "  Zounds!  what  would  the  woman 
have]  let  the  parson  do  his  office  when  he 
wool :  here  I  am  ready  to  be  reeved  in  the 
matrimonial  block,  d'ye  see,  and  damn  all 
nonsensical  palaver."  So  saying,  he  retreat- 
ed, leaving  his  mistress  not  at  all  disobliged 
at  his  plain  dealing.  That  same  evening  the 
treaty  of  marriage  was  brought  upon  the  car 
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f>et,  and,  by  means  of  Mr  Pickle  and  llio 
ieutcnant,  settled  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  all 
parties,  without  the  intervention  of  lawyers, 
whom  Mr  Trunnion  expressly  excluded  from 
all  share  in  the  bnsine^^s;  makintr  that  con- 
dition the  indispensable  preliminary  of  the 
whole  agreement.  Things  being  brought  to 
this  bearing,  Mrs  Grizzle's  iioart  dilated  with 
joy  :  her  health,  which,  by  the  bye,  was  nev- 
er dangerously  impaired,  she  recovered  as  if 
by  cncJiantment ;  and  a  day  being  fixed  for 
the  nuptials,  employed  tlie  short  period  of 
her  celibacy  in  chusing  ornaments  for  the 
celebration  of  her  entrance  into  the  married 
state. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Preparations  are  made  for  the  commodore' s 
weddina:,  which  is  delayed  by  an  accident 
that  hurried  him  the  Lord  knows  whither. 

The  fame  of  this  extraordinary  conjunction 
spread  all  over  the  county  ;  and  on  the  day 
appointed  for  their  spousals,  the  church  was 
surrounded  by  an  inconceivable  multitude. 
The  commodore,  to  give  a  specimen  of  his 
gallantry,  by  the  advice  of  his  friend  Hatch- 
way, resolved  to  appear  on  horseback  on  the 
grand  occasion,  at  the  head  of  all  his  male 
attendants,  whom  he  had  rigged  with  the 
white  shirts  and  black  caps  formerly  belong- 
ing to  his  barge's  crew  ;  and  he  bought  a 
couple  of  hunters  for  the  accommodation  of 
himself  and  his  lieutenant.  With  this  equi- 
page, then,  he  set  out  from  the  garrison  for 
the  church  after  having  dispatched  a  mes- 
senger to  apprise  tiic  bride  that  he  and  his 
company  were  mounted.  She  got  immedi- 
ately into  the  coach,  accompanied  by  her 
brother  and  his  wife,  and  drove  directly  to 
the  place  of  assignation,  where  several  pews 
were  demolishetl,  and  divers  persons  almost 
pressed  to  death,  by  the  eagerness  of  the 
crowd  that  broke  in  to  sec  the  ceremony 
performed.  Thus  arrived  at  the  altar,  and 
the  priest  in  attendance,  they  waited  a  whole 
naif  hour  for  the  commodore,  at  whose  slow- 
ness they  began  to  be  under  some  apprehen- 
sion, and  accordingly  dismissed  a  servant  to 
quicken  his  pace.  The  valet  having  rode 
something  more  than  a  mile,  espied  the  whole 
troop  disposed  in  a  long  field,  crossing  the 
road  obliquely,  and  headed  by  the  bridegroom 
and  his  friend  Hatchway,  who,  finding  him- 
Bolf  hindered  by  a  hedge  from  proceeding  far- 
ther in  the  same  direction,  fired  a  pistol,  and 
stood  over  to  the  other  side,  making  an  ob- 
tuse angle  with  the  line  of  his  former  course  ; 
and  the  rest  of  the  squadron  followed  his  ex- 
ample, keeping  always  in  the  rear  of  each 
other  like  a  flight  of  wild  geese. 

Surprised  at  this  strange  method  of  jour- 
neying, the  messenger  came  up,  and  told  the 
eommodore  that  his  lady  and  her  company 


expected  him  in  the  church,  whcio  they  had 
tarried  a  considerable  time,  and  were  begin- 
ning to  be  very  uneasy  at  liis  delay  ;  and 
therefore  desired  he  would  pnjcecd  with  more 
expedition.  To  this  message  Mr  Trunnion 
replied, — "Hark  ye,  brother,  don't  you  see 
we  make  all  possible  speed  .'  go  back,  and  tell 
those  who  sent  you,  that  the  wind  has  shiil- 
cd  since  we  weiglied  anchor,  and  that  we  are 
obliged  to  make  very  short  tri|)s  in  tacking, 
by  reason  of  the  narrowness  of  the  channel , 
and  that  as  we  lie  within  six  points  of  the 
wind,  they  must  make  some  allowance  for  va- 
riation and  leeway."  "  Lord,  Sir  !"  said  the 
valet,  "  what  occasion  have  you  to  go  zig-zag 
in  that  manner]  do  but  clap  spurs  to  your 
horses,  and  ride  straight  forward,  and  I'll  en- 
gage you  shall  be  at  the  church-porch  in  less 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour."  "What  !  right 
in  the  wind's  eye]"  answered  the  command- 
er: "ahey  !  brother,  where  did  you  learn  your 
navigation  1  Hawser  Trunnion  is  not  to  be 
taught  at  this  time  of  day  how  to  lie  his 
course,  or  keep  his  own  reckoning.  And  as 
for  you,  brother,  you  best  know  the  trim  of 
your  own  frigate."  Tlie  courier  finding  he 
had  to  do  with  people  who  would  not  be  ea- 
sily persuaded  out  of  their  own  opinions,  re- 
turned to  the  temple,  and  made  report  of 
what  he  had  seen  and  heard,  to  the  no  small 
consolation  of  the  bride,  who  had  begun  to 
discover  some  signs  of  disquiet.  Composed, 
however,  by  this  piece  of  intelligence,  she 
exerted  her  patience  for  the  space  of  another 
half  hour,  during  which  period,  seeing  no 
bridegroom  arrive,  she  was  exceedingly  ularm- 
ed ;  so  that  all  the  spectators  could  easily 
perceive  her  perturbation,  which  manifested 
itself  in  frequent  palpitations,  hcart-hcavings, 
and  alterations  of  countenance,  in  spite  of 
the  assistance  of  a  sincUing'bottlc,  w  hich  she 
incessantly  applied  to  her  nostrils. 

Various  were  the  conjectures  of  the  com- 
pany on  this  occasion ;  some  imagined  he  had 
mistaken  the  place  of  rendezvous,  as  In  had 
never  been  at  clmrch  since  he  first  sett  od  in 
that  parish  :  others  believed  he  had  met  vith 
some  accident,  in  consequence  of  which  his 
attendants  had  carried  him  back  to  his  own 
house  ;  and  a  tiiird  set,  in  which  the  bride 
herself  was  thought  to  be  comprcliendcd, 
could  not  helj)  suspecting  that  the  commo- 
dore had  changed  his  mind.  But  all  these 
suppositions,  ingenious  as  tliey  were,  hap- 
pened  to  be  wide  of  the  true  cause  that  de 
tained  him,  which  was  no  other  ihan  this.- 
The  commodore  and  his  crew  had  by  dintof 
turning,  almost  weathered  the  parson's  honso 
that  stood  to  windward  of  the  church,  when 
the  notes  of  a  pack  of  hounds  unluckily  reach- 
ed the  ears  of  the  two  hunters  which  Trun- 
nion and  the  lieutenant  bestrode.  These 
fleet  animals  no  sooner  heard  the  enlivening 
sound,  than,  eager  for  the  chasa,  they  sprung 
away  all  of  a  sudden,  and  s'raining  every 
nerve  to  partake  of  the  sport,  flew  across  thf' 
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fields  with  incrcdibk'  speed,  overleaped  hedges 
and  ditches,  and  every  thing  in  their  way, 
witliout  tlie  l(,ast  regard  to  their  unfortunate 
riders.  The  lieutenant,  whose  steed  had 
got  the  heels  of  the  other,  finding  it  would 
be  great  fully  and  presumption  in  iiim  to  pre- 
tend to  keep  the  saddle  with  his  wooden  lag, 
very  wisely  took  the  opportunity  of  throwing 
himself  off  in  his  passage  through  a  field  of 
rich  clover,  among  which  he  lay  at  his  ease  ; 
and  seeing  his  captain  advancing  at  full  gal- 
lop, hailed  him  with  the  salutation  of  "  What 
cheer]  lio!''  The  commodore,  who  was  in 
infinite  distress,  eyeing  him  askance  as  he 
passed,  replied  with  a  faltering  voice, — "O 
damn  you  !  you  are  safe  at  an  anchor:  I  wish 
to  God  I  were  as  fast  moored."  Neverthe- 
less, conscious  of  his  disabled  heel,  he  would 
not  venture  to  try  the  experiment  which  had 
succeeded  so  well  with  Hatchway,  but  re- 
solved to  stick  as  close  as  possible  to  his 
horse's  back,  until  Providence  should  inter- 
pose in  his  behalf  With  this  view  he  drop- 
|)ed  his  whip,  and  with  his  right  hand  laid 
fast  hold  on  the  pummel,  contracting  every 
muscle  in  his  body  to  secure  himself  in  the 
."eat,  and  grinning  most  formidably,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  e.xertion.  In  this  attitude 
he  was  hurried  on  a  considerable  way,  when 
sll  of  a  sudden  his  view  was  comforted  by  a 
five-bar  gate  that  appeared  before  him,  as  he 
i.ever  doubted  that  there  the  career  of  his 
iiunter  must  necessarily  end.  But,  alas  !  he 
reckoned  without  his  host  ;  far  from  halting 
at  this  obotruction,  the  iiorse  sprung  over  it 
with  amazing  agility,  to  the  utter  confusion 
and  disorder  of  his  owner,  who  lost  his  hat 
and  periwig  in  the  leap,  and  now  began  to 
tiiink  in  good  earnest  that  he  was  actually 
mounted  on  the  back  of  the  devil.  He  re- 
commended himself  to  God,  his  reflection 
forsook  him,  his  eyesight  and  all  his  other 
tienses  failed,  he  quitted  the  reins,  and,  fast- 
ening by  instinct  on  the  mane,  was  in  tiiis 
condition  conveyed  into  the  midst  of  the 
sportsmen,  who  were  astonished  at  the  sight 
of  such  an  apparition.  Neither  was  their 
&uri)rise  to  be  wondered  at,  if  we  reflect  on 
the  figure  that  presented  itself  to  their  view. 
The  commodore's  person  was  at  all  times  an 
object  of  admiration  ;  much  more  so  on  this 
occasion,  wheri  every  sinjrularity  was  aggra- 
vated by  the  circumslancci;  of  his  dress  and 
disasti.r. 

He  iiad  put  on,  in  hono',;r  of  his  nuptials, 
his  best  coat  of  blue  broad  cloth,  cut  by  a  tai- 
lor of  Ramsgate,  and  trimmed  with  five  dozen 
of  brass  buttons,  large  and  small ;  his  breeches 
were  of  ihe  same  piece,  flistenod  at  the  knees 
with  large  bunches  of  tape  ;  his  waistcoat  was 
of  red  plush,  lapelled  with  green  velvet,  and 
parnishcd  with  vellum  holes  ;  his  boots  bore 
an  infinite  resemblance,  both  in  colour  and 
pliajie,  to  a  pair  of  leather  buckets  ;  his  shoul- 
Ji!r  was  graced  with  a  broad  buff  belt,  from 
%  hence  depended  a  huge  hanger,  with  a  hilt 


like  that  of  a  back  sword ;  and  on  each  side 
of  his  pummel  appeared  a  rusty  pistol,  ram- 
med in  a  case  covered  with  a  bearskin.  The 
loss  of  his  tie  periwig  and  laced  hat,  which 
were  curiosities  of  the  kind,  did  not  at  all 
contribute  to  the  improvement  of  the  picture, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  by  exhibiting  his  bald 
pate,  and  the  natural  extension  of  his  Ian- 
thorn  jaws,  added  to  the  peculiarity  and  ex- 
travagance  of  the  whole.  Such  a  spectacle 
could  not  have  failed  of  diverting  the  whole 
company  from  the  chase,  had  his  horse  thought 
proper  to  pursue  a  different  route,  but  the 
beast  was  too  keen  a  sporter  to  choose  any 
other  way  than  that  which  the  stag  followed; 
and  therefore,  without  stopping  to  gratify 
the  curiosity  of  the  spectators,  he,  in  a  few 
minutes,  outstripped  every  hunter  in  the  field. 
There  being  a  deep  hollow  way  betwixt  him 
and  the  hounds,  rather  than  ride  round  about 
the  length  of  a  furlong  to  a  path  that  crossed 
the  lane,  he  transported  himself  at  one  jump, 
to  the  unspeakable  astonishment  and  terror 
of  a  wagoner  who  chanced  to  be  underneath, 
and  saw  this  phenomenon  fly  over  his  car- 
riage. This  was  not  the  only  adventure  he 
achieved.  The  stag  having  taken  a  deep 
river  that  lay  in  his  way,  every  man  directed 
his  course  to  a  bridge  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
but  our  bridegroom's  courser,  despising  all 
such  conveniences,  plunged  into  the  stream 
without  hesitation,  and  swam  in  a  twinkling 
to  the  opposite  shore.  This  sudden  immer- 
sion into  an  element,  of  which  Trunnion  waa 
properly  a  native,  in  all  probability  helped  to 
recruit  the  exhausted  spirits  of  his  rider,  who, 
at  his  landing  on  the  other  side,  gave  some 
tokens  of  sensation,  by  hollowing  aloud  for 
assistance,  which  he  could  not  possibly  re- 
ceive, because  his  horse  still  maintained  ths 
advantage  he  had  gained,  and  would  not  al- 
low himself  to  be  overtaken. 

In  short,  after  a  long  chase,  that  lasted 
several  hours,  and  extended  to  a  dozen  miles 
at  least,  he  was  the  first  in  at  the  death  of 
the  deer,  being  seconded  by  the  lieutenant's 
gelding,  which,  actuated  by  the  same  spirit, 
had,  without  a  rider,  follou'ed  his  compan- 
ion's example. 

Our  bridegroom,  finding  himself  at  last 
brought  up,  or,  in  other  words,  at  the  end  of 
his  career,  took  the  opportunity  of  the  first 
pause  to  desire  the  huntsmen  would  lend 
liim  a  hand  in  dismounting ;  and  was  by  their 
condescension  safely  placed  on  the  grass, 
where  he  sat  staring  at  the  company  as  they 
came  in,  with  such  wildness  of  astonishment 
in  his  looks,  as  if  he  had  been  a  creature  of 
another  species,  dropt  among  them  from  tlie 
clouds. 

Before  they  had  fleshed  the  hounds,  how- 
ever, he  recollected  himself,  and  seeing  one 
of  the  sportsmen  take  a  small  flask  out  of  his 
pocket  and  apply  it  to  his  month,  judged  the 
cordial  to  be  no  other  than  neat  coniac,  whidi 
it  really  was;  and  expressing  a  desire  of  par 
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ticipation,  was  imincdiatoly  accoinmodatpd 
K-i'.h  a  tiiodcrn  dose,  which  perfectly  com- 
pleted liis  rcccvory. 

By  this  time  lie' and  his  two  horses  had  en- 
iT-o/scd  the  attention  of  the  whole  crowd  : 
,vliilo  some  admired  the  clocrant  proportion 
iiiul  imronnnon  spirit  of  the  two  animals,  tho 
rest  contoniplated  tiie  surprising  ap!)earance 
of  their  master,  whom  hefore  tlioy  had  only 
oeen  en  passant ;  and  at  len.^th  one  of  the 
gentlemen  accosting  him  very  com-teonsly, 
fiignihed  his  wonder  at  seeing  him  in  such  an 
eqiiipao-e,  and  asked  him  if  ho  had  not  drop- 
ped his  comi)anion  by  the  way  ?  "  Why,  look 
ye,  brother,"  replied  tiie  commodore,  "may- 
hap you  think  mc  an  odd  sort  of  a  fellow, 
seeing  me  in  this  trim,   especially  as  I  have 
lost  plirt  of  my  rigging;  but  this  hero  is  the 
case,  d'ye  see  :  I  weighed  anchor  from  my 
own  house  this  morning  at  ten  A.M.  witii 
fair  weather  and  a  tlivourable  breeze  at  south- 
south   cast,   being  bound  to  the  next  church 
on  a  voyage  of  matrimony ;  but  howsomever, 
we  had  not  run  down  a  cpiart^^r  of  a  league, 
when  the  wind  sliifcing,   blowed  directly  in 
our  teeth  ;  so  that  we  were  forced  to  tack  all 
the  wav  d'ye  see,  and  had  almost  beat  up 
within  sigi'.t  of  the  port,  when  these  sons  of 
bitches  oi'  horses,  which  1  had  bought  but 
two  days  before  (for  my  own  part,  I  boHcve 
they  are  devils  incarnate),  luflcd  round  in  a 
trice,  and  then  refusing  the  helm,  drove  away 
like  lightning  with  mo  and  my  lieutenant, 
who  soon  came  to  anchor  in  an  exceeding 
pood  birth.     As  for  my  own  part,  I  have  been 
carried  over  rocks,  and  flats,  and  quicksands, 
among  w  hich  I  have  pitched  away  a  special 
good  tie-periwig,  and  an  iron-bound  hat ;  and 
at  last,  th-ank  God,  am  got  into  smooth  water 
and  safe  riding ;  but  if  ever  I  venture  my 
carcass  upon  such  a  harc'um  scarc'nm  blood 
of  a  bitch  again,  my  name  is  not  Hawser 
Trunnion,  damn  my  eyes  !" 

One  of  the  company,  struck  with  this 
name,  which  he  had  often  heard,  immediate- 
ly laid  hold  on  his  declaration  at  the  dose  of 
this  singular  account ;  and  observing  that  his 
horses  were  very  vicious,  asked  how  he  in- 
tended to  return"!  "  As  for  that  matter"  re- 
plied Mr  Trunnion,  "I  am  resolved  to  hire  a 
sledoe  or  wagon,  or  such  thing  as  a  jack-ass  ; 
for  Pll  be  damned  if  ever  I  cross  the  back  of 
a  horse  aj^ain."  "  And  what  do  you  propose 
to  do  with  these  creatures  ?"  (said  the  other, 
pointing  to  the  hunters),  "  they  seem  to  have 
some  mettle;  but  then  they  are  mere  colts, 
and  will  take  the  devil  and  all  of  breaking. 
Methinks  this  hinder  one  is  shoulder-s  ip- 
ped."  "  Dama  them,"  cried  the  commodore, 
"I  wish  both  their  necks  were  broke,  thof 
lae  two  cost  me  forty  good  yellow-boys." 
"  F<Tty  guineas  I"  (exclaimed  the  stranger, 
<\  ho  vas  a  squire  and  a  jockey,  as  well  as 
owner  oi  the  pack),  '  Lord  !  Lord !  how  a 
man  may  be  imposed  upon  !  Why,  these  cal- 
Je  are  clumsy  enough  to  go  to  plough  :  mind 


what  a  llat  counter;  do  but  observe  how 
sharp  this  here  one  is  in  the  v.ithers;  ther, 
he's  fired  in  the  further  fetlock."  In  short, 
this  connoisseur  in  horse  flesh,  having  dis. 
covered  in  them  all  the  defects  which  can 
possibly  be  found  in  that  species  of  animals, 
olfered'to  give  iiim  ter  gmneas  for  the  two, 
Gaying  he  would  convert  them  into  beasts  of 
burden.  The  owner,  who  (after  what  hac 
happened)  was  very  well  dis|)osed  to  listen 
to  anv  thing  that  was  said  to  their  prejudice, 
implicitly  believed  tiie  truth  of  the  stranger's 
asseverations,  discharged  a  furious  volley  of 
oaths  against  the  rascal  who  had  taken  him 
in,  and^forthwith  struck  a  bargain  with  the 
squire,  who  paid  him  instantly  for  his  pur- 
cha.se ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  won  the 
plate  at  the  next  Canterbury  races. 

This  aflair  being  transacted  to  the  mutual 
satisfaction  of  both  parties,  as  well  as  to  the 
general  entertainment  of  the  company,  who 
laughed  in  their  sleeves  at  the  dexterity  of 
tiicTr  friend.  Trunnion  was  set  upon  the 
squire's  own  horse,  and  led  by  his  servant  in 
the  midst  of  this  cavalcade,  which  proceeded 
to  a  ncighiiouring  village,  where  they  had 
bespoke  dinner,  and  where  our  bridegroom 
found  means  to  provide  himself  with  another 
hat  and  wig.  With  regard  to  his  marriage, 
he  bore  his'disappointment  with  tlie  temper 
of  a  philosopher ;  and  the  exercise  he  had 
undergone  having  quickened  his  appetite,  sat 
downlit  table  in  the  midst  of  his  now  ac- 
quaintance, making  a  very  hearty  meal,  and 
moistening  every  morsel  with  a  draught  of 
the  ale,  which  he  found  very  much  to  his  sat- 
isfaction. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

He  is  found  hy  the  lieutenant — reconducted 
to  his  own  house — married  to  Mrs  Griz- 
zle— tcho  meets  v)ilh  a  S7i)all  misfortune 
in  the  ni^ht,  and  asserts  her  preroirative 
next  mormiiff — in  consequence  of  which 
her  husband's  eye  is  endangered. 

Meanwhile  Lieutenant  Hatchway  made 
shift  to  hobble  to  the  church,  where  he  in 
formed  the  company  of  what  had  hajipenert 
to  the  commodore";  and  the  bride  behaved 
with  great  (iexterity  on  the  occasion  ;  for,  a.s 
soon  as  she  understood  the  danger  to  which 
her  future  husband  was  exposed,  she  fainted 
in  the  arms  of  her  sister-in-law,  to  the  sur- 
prise of  all  the  spectators,  who  could  not 
comprehend  the  cause  of  her  disorder;  ano 
when  she  was  recovered  by  the  application 
of  smelling-bottles,  earnestly  begged  that  Mr 
Hatchway"  and  Tom  Pipes  would  take  her 
brother's  coach,  and  go  in  quest  of  their  com- 
mander. 

This  task  they  readily  undertook,  being 
escorted  by  all  the  rest  of  iiis  adherents  on 
horseback ;  while  the  bride  and  lier  frier.di 
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were  invited  to  the  parson's  house,  and  the 
ceremony  deferred  till  another  occasion. 

The  lieutenant,  steering  his  course  as  near 
the  line  of  direction  in  which  Trunnion  went 
Dif  as  the  coach  road  would  permit,  got  in- 
telligence of  his  track  from  one  farm-house 
to  another ;  for  such  an  apparition  could  not 
fail  of  attracting  particular  notice  :  and  one 
of  the  liorsemen  having  picked  up  his  hat  and 
wig  in  a  hye-path,  the  whole  troop  entered 
the  village  where  he  was  lodged,  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Wiien  tiiey  under- 
stood he  was  safely  housed  at  tlie  George, 
they  rode  up  to  the  door  in  a  body,  and  ex- 
pressed their  satisfaction  in  three  cheers, 
which  were  returned  by  the  company  within, 
as  soon  as  they  w^ere  instructed  in  the  nature 
of  the  salute  by  Trunnion,  who  by  this  time 
)iad  entered  iiito  all  the  jollity  of  his  new 
friends,  and  was  indeed  more  than  half  seas 
over.  The  lieutenant  was  introduced  to  all 
present  as  his  sworn  brother,  and  had  some- 
thing tossed  up  for  his  dinner.  Tom  Pipes 
and  the  crew  were  regaled  in  another  room  ; 
and  a  fresh  pair  of  horses  being  put  to  the 
coach,  about  si.x  in  the  evening  the  commo- 
dote,  with  all  his  attendants,  departed  for  the 
garrison,  after  having  shook  hands  with  every 
individual  in  the  house. 

Without  any  farther  accident,  he  was  con- 
veyed in  safety  to  his  own  gate,  before  nine, 
and  connnitted  to  the  care  of  Pipes,  who 
carried  him  instantly  to  his  hammock,  while 
the  lieutenant  was  driven  away  to  tlie  place 
where  the  bride  and  her  friends  remained  in 
great  anxiety,  wiiich  vanished  when  he  as- 
sured them  that  his  commodore  was  safe,  be- 
ing succeeded  by  abundance  of  mirth  and 
pleasantry,  at  the  account  he  gave  of  Trun- 
nion's adventure. 

Another  day  was  fixed  for  the  nuptials  ; 
and  in  order  to  baulk  the  curiosity  of  idle 
people,  which  had  given  great  offence,  the 
parson  was  prevailed  upon  to  perform  the 
ceremony  in  the  garrison,  which  all  that  day 
was  adorned  with  flags  and  pendants  display- 
ed, and  at  night  illuminated  by  the  direction 
of  Hatchway,  who  also  ordered  tlie  patere- 
roes  to  be  fired  as  soon  as  the  marriage  knot 
was  lied.  Neither  were  the  other  parts  of 
the  entertainment  neglected  by  this  ingenious 
contriver,  who  produced  undeniable  proofs 
of  his  elegance  and  art  in  the  wedding  sup- 
per, wiiich  had  been  committed  to  his  man- 
agement and  direction.  This  genial  banquet 
was  entirely  composed  of  sea  dishes  :  a  liuge 
pulaw,  consisting  of  a  large  piece  of  beef 
sliced,  a  couple  of  fowls,  and  half  a  peck  of 
rice,  smoked  in  the  middle  of  the  board  ;  a 
dish  of  hard  fish  swimming  in  oil  appeared 
at  each  end,  the  sides  being  furnished  with  a 
mess  of  that  savoury  composition  known  by 
the  name  of  lobscouse,  and  a  plate  of  sal- 
magundy.  The  second  course  disjdaycd  a 
goose  of  monstrous  magnitude,  flanked  with 
'wo  Guinea  hens,  a  pig  barbecued,  an  hock 


of  salt  pork  in  the  midst  of  a  pease  pudding, 
a  leg  of  mutton  roasted  with  potatoes,  and 
another  boiled  with  yams.  The  third  ser- 
vice was  made  up  with  a  loin  of  fresh  pork 
with  apple  sauce,  a  kid  smothered  with 
onions,  and  a  terrapin  baked  in  the  shell ;  and 
last  of  all,  a  prodigious  seapye  was  pre- 
sented, with  an  infinite  volume  of  pancakes 
and  fritters.  That  every  thing  might  be  an- 
swerable to  the  magnificence  of  this  delicate 
feast,  he  had  provided  vast  quantities  of 
strong  beer,  flip,  rumbo,  and  burnt  brandy 
with  plenty  of  Barbadoes  water,  for  the  la- 
dies, and  hired  all  the  fiddles  within  six  miles, 
who,  with  the  addition  of  a  drum,  bagpipe, 
and  Welch  harp,  regaled  the  guests  with  a 
most  melodious  concert. 

The  company,  who  were  not  at  all  excep- 
tious,  seemed  extremely  well  pleased  with 
every  particular  of  the  entertainment ;  and  the 
evening  being  spent  in  the  most  social  man- 
ner, the  bride  was  by  her  sister  conducted 
to  her  apartment,  where,  however,  a  trifling 
circumstance  had  like  to  have  destroyed  the 
harmony  which  had  been  hitherto  maintained. 
I  have  already  observed,  that  tliere  was 
not  one  standing  bed  within  the  walls  ;  there- 
fore the  reader  will  not  wonder  that  Mrs 
Trunnion  was  out  of  humour,  when  she 
found  herself  under  the  necessity  of  being 
confined  with  her  spouse  in  a  hammock, 
which,  thougl'i  enlarged  with  a  double  por- 
tion of  canvass,  and  dilated  with  a  yoke  for 
the  occasion,  was  at  best  but  a  disagreeable, 
not  to  say  dangerous  situation.  She  accord- 
ingly complained  v/ith  some  warmth  of  this 
inconvenience,  which  she  imputed  to  disre- 
spect, and  at  first  absolutely  refused  to  put 
up  with  the  expedient;  but  Mrs  Pickle  soon 
brought  her  to  reason  and  compliance,  by 
observing  that  one  night  would  soon  De 
elapsed,  and  next  day  she  might  regulate  her 
own  economy. 

Thus  persuaded,  she  ventured  into  the  ve- 
hicle, and  was  visited  by  her  husband  in  less 
than  an  hour,  the  company  being  departed  to 
their  own  homes,  and  the  garrison  left  to  tl;.»: 
command  of  lis  lieutenant  and  mate.  But 
it  seems  the  hooks  that  supported  this  swing- 
ing couch  were  not  calculated  for  the  addi- 
tion of  weight  which  they  were  now  destined 
to  bear;  and  therefore  gave  w-ay  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night,  to  the  no  small  terror  of 
Mrs  Trunnion,  who,  perceiving  herself  fall- 
ing, screamed  aloud,  and  by  that  exclama 
tion  brought  Hatchway  with  a  light  into  the 
chamber.  Though  she  had  received  no  in 
jury  by  the  fall,  she  was  extremely  discorr,. 
posed  and  incensed  at  the  accident,  whic.i 
she  even  openly  ascribed  to  the  obstinacy 
and  whimsical  oddity  of  the  commodore,  in 
such  petulant  terms  as  evidently  declared 
that  she  thought  her  great  aim  accornplith- 
ed,  and  her  authority  secured  against  all  the 
shocks  of  fortune.  Indeed  her  bedfe/low 
seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion,  by  hia 
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Lacit  resignation  ;  for  ho  made  no  reply  to 
her  insinuations,  but,  with  a  most  vinegar 
aspect,  crawled  out  of  his  nest,  and  betook 
himself  to  rest  in  another  apartment,  while 
his  irritated  spouse  dismissed  the  lieutenant, 
and  from  the  wreck  of  the  hannnock  made 
an  occasional  bed  for  licrself  on  the  lloor, 
fully  determined  to  provide  better  accommo- 
dation fur  the  next  night's  lodging. 

Having  no  inclination  to  sleep,  her  thoughts, 
during  tiie  remaining  part  of  the  niglit,  were 
engrossed  by  a  scheme  of  reformation  she 
was  resolved  to  execute  in  the  lamily;  and 
no  sooner  did  the  first  lark  bid  salutation  to 
the  morn,  than  starting  from  her  humble 
couch,  and  huddling  on  her  clothes,  she  sal- 
lied from  her  chamber,  explored  her  way 
through  paths  before  unknown,  and  in  the 
course  of  her  researches,  perceived  a  large 
boll,  to  which  she  made  such  effectual  appli- 
cation as  alarmed  everj'^  soul  in  the  family. 
In  a  moment  she  was  surrounded  by  Hatch- 
way, Pipes,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  servants, 
lial'f  dressed  ;  but  seeing  none  of  the  feminine 
gender  apj)ear,  she  began  to  storm  at  the 
sloth  and  laziness  of  the  maids,  who,  she  ob- 
served, ought  to  have  been  at  work  an  hour 
at  least  before  she  called  ;  and  then,  for  the 
tirst  time,  understood  that  no  woman  was 
permitted  to  sleep  within  the  walls. 

She  did  not  fail  to  exclaim  against  this 
regulation  ;  and  being  informed  that  the  cook 
and  chambermaid  lodged  in  a  small  office- 
house,  that  stood  without  the  gate,  ordered 
tiie  draw-bridge  to  be  let  down,  and  in  per- 
son beat  up  their  quarters,  commanding  them 
forthwith  to  set  about  scouring  the  rooms, 
which  had  not  been  hitherto  kept  in  a  very  de- 
cent condition,  while  two  men  where  imme- 
diately employed  to  transport  the  bod  on 
which  she  used  to  lie,  from  her  brother's 
house  to  her  new  habitation  ;  so  that,  in  less 
than  two  hours,  the  whole  economy  of  the 
garrison  was  turned  topsy-turve)',  and  every 
thing  involved  in  tumult  and  noise.  Trun- 
nion being  disturbed  and  distracted  with  the 
uproar,  turned  out  in  his  shirt  like  a  maniac, 
and  arming  himself  with  a  cudgel  of  crab- 
tree,  made  an  irruption  into  his  wife's  apart- 
ment, where,  perceiving  a  couple  of  carpen- 
ters at  work,  in  joining  a  bedstead,  he,  with 
many  dreadful  oaths  and  opprobrious  invec- 
tives, ordered  them  to  desist,  swearing  he 
would  suffer  no  bulk-heads  nor  hurricane 
houses  to  stand  where  he  was  master;  but 
finding  his  remonstrances  disregarded  by 
these  mechanics,  v,ho  believed  him  lo  be 
some  madman  belonging  to  the  famih',  who 
had  broke  from  continemcnt,  he  as^:aulted 
them  both  with  great  fury  and  indigna- 
licn,  and  was  handled  so  roughly  in  the  en- 
co  ntcr,  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  he  mea- 
fiijied  his  length  on  the  floor,  in  consequence 
of  a  blow  that  he  received  from  a  hammer, 
tiV  which  the  sight  of  Ms  remaining  eye  was 
/^[rievously  endangered 


Having  thus  reduced  him  to  a  stale  of  tub- 
jection,  they  resolved  to  secure  him  witli 
cords,  and  were  actually  busy  in  adjustiii" 
his  fetters,  when  he  was  exempted  from  th<: 
disgrace  by  the  accidental  entrance  of  h\s 
spouse,  who  rescued  him  from  the  hands  of 
his  adversaries,  and,  in  the  midst  of  her  con- 
dolence, imputed  his  misfortune  to  the  in. 
considerate  roughness  of  his  own  disposition. 
He  breathed  nothing  but  revenge,  and 
made  some  ellorts  to  chastise  the  insolence 
of  tl'.o  workmen,  who,  as  soon  as  they  nn- 
dorstood  his  quality,  asked  forgiveness  foi 
what  they  had  done  with  great  humility, 
protesting  that  they  did  not  know  ne  was 
master  of  the  house.  But,  far  from  being 
satisfied  with  this  apology,  he  groped  about 
for  the  bell  (the  inflammation  of  his  eye  hav- 
ing utterly  deprived  him  of  sight),  and  the 
rope  being,  by  the  precaution  of  the  delin- 
quents, conveyed  out  of  his  reach,  began  to 
storm  with  incredible  vociferation,  like  alien 
roaring  in  the  toil,  pouring  forth  innumera- 
ble  oaths  and  execrations,  and  calling  ll^ 
name  Hatchway  and  Pipes,  who  being  with"- 
in  hearing,  obeyed  the  extraordinary  suin- 
nions,  and  were  ordered  to  put  the  carpen- 
ters in  irons,  for  having  audaciously  assaidted 
him  in  his  own  house. 

His  myrmidons  seeing  he  had  been  evil  en- 
treated, were  exasperated  at  the  insult  he  had 
suffered,  which  they  considered  as  an  aflfront 
upon  the  dignity  of  the  garrison  :  the  more  so, 
as  the  mutineers  seemed  to  put  themselves  in 
a  po.sture  of  defence,  and  set  their  authority 
at  defiance  :  they  therefore  unsheathed  their 
cutlasses,  which  they  commonly  v,-ore  as 
badges  of  th.eir  commission  ;  and  a  desperate 
engagement,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
ensued,  had  not  the  lady  of  the  castle  intor- 
posed,  and  prevented  the  efi^ects  of  tlieir 
animosity,  by  assuring  the  lieutenant  that 
the  commodore  had  been  the  aggressor,  and 
tliat  the  workmen,  finding  themselves  attack- 
ed in  such  an  extraordinary  manner,  by  a 
person  whom  they  did  not  know,  wore 
obliged  to  act  in  their  own  defence,  by  which 
he  had  received  that  nnlucky  contusion. 

Mr  Hatchway  no  sooner  learnt  the  senti- 
ments of  Mrs  Trunnion,  than  sheathing  his 
indignation,  he  told  the  commodore  that  he 
should  always  be  ready  to  execute  his  lawful 
commands,  biit  that  ho  could  not  in  con- 
science be  concerned  in  oppressing  poor 
people,  who  had  been  guilty  of  no  otTence. 

This  unexpected  declaration,  together  witli 
the  behaviour  of  his  wife,  who  in  his  hearing 
desired  the  carpenters  to  resume  their  work, 
filled  the  breast  of  Trunnion  with  mge  and 
mortification.  He  pulled  off"  his  woollen 
night-cap,  pummelled  his  bare  pate,  beat  thii 
floor  alternately  with  his  feet,  swore  his 
people  had  betrayed  him,  and  cursed  himseM 
to  the  lowest  pit  of  hell  fr  having  admitted 
such  a  cockatrice  into  his  family.  But  al! 
these  Gxclamttions  d'd  not  tvail :  thev  weif 
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among'  the  Jast  essays  of  his  resistance  to 
'.ixe  will  of  his  wife,  whose  influence  among 
Ills  adherents  had  already  swallowed  up  his 
own,  and  who  now  peremptorily  toll  him, 
that  he  must  leave  the  management  of  every 
thing  within  doors  to  her,  who  understood 
best  what  was  for  his  honour  and  advantage. 
She  then  ordered  a  poultice  to  be  prepared 
for  his  eye,  which  being  applied,  he  was 
committed  to  the  care  of  Pipes,  by  whom  he 
was  led  about  the  house  like  a  blind  bear 
growling  for  prey,  while  his  industrious 
yoke-fellow  executed  every  circumstance  of 
Jie  plan  she  had  projected  ;  so  that,  when 
iG  recovered  his  vision,  he  was  an  utter 
etranp-er  in  his  own  liouse. 


CHAPTER  X. 

The  commodore  being  in  some  cases  restive, 
his  lady  has  recourse  to  artifice  in  the 
cstahlishment  of  her  throne — she  exhibits 
symptoms  of  fregnancy,  to  the  unspeak- 
able joy  of  Trunnion,  who  nevertheless 
is  baulked  in  his  expectation. 

These  innovations  w'ere  not  effected  with- 
out many  loud  objections  on  his  part  ;  and 
divers  curious  dialogues  passed  between  him 
and  his  yoke-fellow,  w^ho  always  came  oft" 
victorious  from  the  dispute  ;  insomuch  that 
his  countenance  gradually  fell :  he  began 
to  suppress,  and  at  length  entirely  devour 
liis  chagrin  ;  the  terrors  of  superior  autho- 
rity were  plainly  perceivable  in  his  features, 
and  in  less  than  three  months  he  became  a 
thorough-paced  husband.  Not  that  his  ob- 
stinacy was  extinguished,  though  overcome  ; 
in  some  things  he  was  as  inflexible  and  mulish 
as  ever :  but  then  he  durst  not  kick  so 
openly,  and  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
being  passive  in  his  resentments.  Mrs 
Trunnion,  for  example,  proposed  that  a  coach 
and  six  should  be  purchased,  as  she  could 
not  ride  on  horseback,  and  the  chaise  was  a 
scandalous  carriage  for  a  person  of  her  con- 
dition ;  the  commodore,  conscious  of  his  own 
mferior  capacity  in  point  of  reasoning,  did 
not  think  proper  to  dispute  the  proposp.i,  but 
lent  a  deaf  ear  to  her  remonstrances,  though 
they  w^ere  enforced  with  every  argument 
which  she  thought  could  soothe,  t^rrify, 
shame,  or  decoy  him  into  compliance  ;  in 
vain  did  she  urge  the  excess  of  afl^oction  she 
had  for  him,  as  meriting  some  return  of  ten- 
derness and  condescension ;  he  was  even 
nroof  against  certain  menacing  hints  she 
gave,  touching  the  resentment  of  a  slighted 
woman,  and  he  stood  out  against  all  the 
considerations  of  dignity  or  disgrace,  like  a 
bulwark  of  brass.  Neither  was  he  moved  to 
any  indecent  or  unkind  expressions  of  con- 
tradiction, even  when  she  upbraided  him 
with  his  sordid  disposition,  and  put  him  in 
•.iiind  of  the  fortune  and  honour  he  had  ac- 


quired by  his  marriage,  but  seemed  to  retir€ 
within  himself,  like  a  tortoise  when  attack- 
ed,  that  shrinks  within  its  shell,  and  silently 
endured  the  scourge  of  her  reproaches,  with- 
out seeming  sensible  of  the  smart. 

This,  however,  was  the  only  point  in 
which  she  had  been  baffled  since  her  nup- 
tials ;  and  as  she  could  by  no  means  digest 
the  miscarriage,  she  tortured  her  invention 
for  some  new  plan,  by  which  she  might  aug- 
ment her  influence  and  authority  :  what  her 
genius  refused  was  supplied  by  accident :  fo  • 
she  liad  not  lived  four  months  in  the  garri 
son,  when  she  was  seized  with  frequent 
qualms  and  retchings,  her  breasts  began  to 
harden,  and  her  stomach  to  be  remarkably 
prominent ;  in  a  word,  she  congratulated 
herself  on  the  symptoms  of  her  own  fertility, 
and  the  commodore  was  transported  with 
joy  at  the  prospect  of  an  heir  of  his  own  be- 
getting. 

She  knew  this  was  the  proper  season  for 
vindicating  her  own  sovereignty,  and  accord- 
ingly employed  the  means  which  nature  had 
put  in  her  power.  There  was  not  a  rare 
piece  of  furniture  and  apparel  for  which  she 
did  not  long:  and  one  day  as  she  went  to 
church,  seeing  Lady  Stately's  equipage  ar- 
rive, she  suddenly  fainted  away.  Her  bus- 
band,  whose  vanity  had  never  been  so  per- 
fectly gratified  as  with  this  promised  liarvest 
of  his  own  sowing,  took  the  alarm  imme- 
diately, and  in  order  to  prevent  relapses  of 
that  kind,  which  might  be  attended  with  fatal 
consequences  to  his  hope,  gave  her  leave  to 
bespeak  a  coach,  horses,  and  liveries,  to  her 
own  liking.  Thus  authorised,  she  in  a  very 
little  time  exhibited  such  a  specimen  of  her 
own  taste  and  magnificence,  as  afforded  spe- 
culation to  the  whole  country,  and  made 
Trunnion's  heart  quake  within  him,  because 
i  he  foresaw  no  limits  to  her  extravagance, 
which  alco  manifested  itself  in  the  motst  ex- 
pensive preparations  for  her  lying-in. 

Her  pride,  which  had  hitherto  legarded 
the  representative  of  her  father's  house, 
seemed  now  to  lose  all  that  hereditary  re- 
spect, and  prompt  her  to  outshine  and  under- 
value the  elder  branch  of  her  family.  She 
behaved  to  Mrs  Pickle  with  a  sort  of  civil 
reserve  that  implied  a  conscious  superiority 
and  an  emulation  in  point  of  grandeur  im. 
mediately  commenced  between  the  two  sis- 
ters. She  every  day  commtmicnted  her  im- 
portance to  the  whole  parish,  under  pretence 
of  taking  the  air  m  her  coach,  and  endea- 
voured to  extend  her  acquamtance  among 
people  of  fashion.  Nor  was  this  en  under- 
taking  attended  with  great  difficulty;  for  ah 
persons  whatever,  capable  of  maintaining  a 
certain  appearance,  will  always  find  admis- 
sion into  what  is  called  the  best  company, 
and  be  rated,  in  point  of  character,  accord- 
ing  to  their  own  valuation,  without  suhject- 
inc-  their  pretensions  to  the  smallest  doubt  oi 
examination.     In  all  her  visits  and  parties 
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ehe  seized  cvor*  opijortuiiity  of  dc-c'aring  her 
present  condition,  ol)t;erving  that  she  was 
ibrbid  by  her  physicians  to  taste  sucli  a 
p  ckle,  and  that  such  a  dish  was  poison  to  a 
woman  in  her  way;  nay,  wlicro  siie  was  on 
a  footing  of  tiuniliarity,  she  affected  to  make 
wry  faces,  and  complained  that  the  young 
rogue  began  to  be  very  unruly,  writhing 
herself  into  divers  contortions,  as  if  siie  liucl 
been  grievously  incommoded  by  the  nielal 
of  this  future  Trunnion.  The  husband  him- 
self did  not  behave  with  all  the  moderation 
that  might  have  been  expected  :  at  the  club 
he  frequently  mentioned  this  circumstance 
of  his  own  vigour  as  a  pretty  successful  feat 
to  be  performed  by  an  old  fellow  of  fifly-five, 
and  confirmed  the  opinion  of  his  strength  by 
redoubled  squeezes  of  the  landlord's  hand, 
which  never  tailed  of  extorting  a  satisfactory 
certificate  of  his  might.  When  his  compa- 
nions drank  to  the  Haas  in  kelder,  or  Jack 
in  the  low  cellar,  he  could  not  help  display- 
mg  an  extraordinary  complacence  of  coun- 
tenance, and  signitied  his  intention  of  send- 
ing the  young  dog  to  sea,  as  soon  as  he 
should  be  able  to  carry  a  cartridge,  in  hopes 
af  seeing  him  an  otllccr  before  his  own  death. 

This  hope  helped  to  console  him  under  the 
extraordinary  ox|)ense  to  which  lie  was  ex- 
posed by  the  profusion  of  his  wife,  especially 
A'hen  he  considered  that  his  compliance  with 
ter  prodigality  would  be  limited  to  the  expi- 
n'^tion  of  the  nine  months,  of  which  the  best 
part  was  by  this  time  elapsed  ;  yet,  in  spite  of 
all  this  philosophical  resignation,  her  fancy 
Konietimes  soared  to  such  a  ridiculous  and  in- 
tolerable pitcii  of  insolence  and  absurdity, 
ihat  his  temper  forsook  him,  and  he  could  not 
help  wishing  in  secret  that  her  pride  might 
be  confounded  in  the  dissipation  of  her  most 
flattering  jiopes,  even  though  he  himself 
should  be  a  principal  sufferer  by  the  disap- 
pointment. These,  however,  were  no  other 
than  the  suggestions  of  temporary  disgusts, 
that  commonly  subsided  as  suddenly  as  they 
arose,  and  never  gave  the  least  disturbance 
to  the  person  who  inspired  them,  because  he 
took  care  to  conceal  them  carefully  from  her 
knowledge. 

Meanwhile  she  happily  advanced  in  her 
reckoning,  with  the  promise  of  a  favourable 
issue  ;  the  term  of  her  computation  expired, 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  night  she  was  visit- 
ed by  certain  warnings  that  seemed  to  be- 
speak the  approach  of  the  critical  moment. 
The  commodore  got  up  with  great  alacrity, 
and  called  the  midv.ife,  who  had  been  seve- 
ral days  in  the  house  ;  the  gossips  were  im- 
inediately  summoned,  and  the  most  interest- 
ing expectations  prevailed  ;  but  the  syinp- 
ioiTis  of  labour  gradually  vanished,  and,  as 
the  matrons  sagely  observed.,  this  was  no 
more  than  a  false  alarm. 

Two  nights  after,  they  received  a  second 
n'.nnation ;  and  as  she  was  sensibly  dimin- 
shcrf  in  the  waist,  c»  sry  thing  was  suppos- 


ed to  be  in  a  fair  way  :  yet  this  visitation  was 
not  more  ccnclusivo  than  the  former;  hei 
pains  wore  off  in  spite  of  all  her  endeavours 
to  encourage  them,  and  the  good  women  be- 
took themselves  to  their  respective  homes, 
in  expectation  of  finding  the  third  attack  de- 
cisive, alluding  to  the  well  known  maxim, 
that  number  three  is  alwtnjs  forlunale.  For 
once  however  this  ajiothegin  failed  ;  the  next 
call  was  altogether  as  inellt'ctual  as  the  for- 
mer ;  and  moreover  attended  with  a  phenom- 
enon which  to  them  was  e(pially  strange  and 
inexplicable  :  this  was  no  other  than  such  a 
reduction  of  the  size  of  Mrs  Trunnion  as 
might  have  been  expected  after  the  birth  o, 
a  full-grown  child.  Startled  at  such  an  un- 
accountable event,  they  sat  in  close  divan  • 
and  concluding  that  the  case  was  in  all  re- 
spects unnatural  and  prodigious,  desired  that 
a  messenger  might  be  immediately  dispatched 
for  some  male  practitioner  in  the  art  of  mid- 
wifery. 

The  commodore,  without  guessing  the 
cause  of  their  perplexity,  ordered  I'ipes  im- 
mediately on  this  piece  of  duty ;  and  in  less 
than  two  hours  they  were  assisted  by  the  ad- 
vice of  a  surgeon  of  the  neighbourhood,  who 
boldly  affirmed  that  the  patient  had  never 
been  with  child.  This  asseveration  was  like 
a  clap  of  thunder  to  Mr  Trunnion,  who  had 
been,  during  eight  whole  days  and  nights,  in 
continual  expectation  of  being  hailed  with 
the  appellation  of  father. 

After  some  recollection,  he  swore  the  sur- 
geon was  an  ignorant  fellow,  and  that  he 
would  not  take  his  word  for  what  he  advanc- 
ed, being  comforted  and  confirmed  in  his 
want  of  faith  by  the  insinuations  of  the  mid- 
wife, who  still  persisted  to  feed  Mrs  Trun- 
nion with  hopes  of  a  speedy  and  safe  delive- 
ry; observing  that  she  had  been  concerned 
in  many  a  case  of  the  same  nature,  where  a 
fine  chi'd  was  found,  even  after  all  signs  of 
the  mother's  pregnancy  had  disappeared. 
Every  twig  of  hope,  how  slender  soever  it 
may  be,  is  eagerly  caught  hold  on  by  people 
who  find  tiiemselves  in  danger  of  being  dis- 
appointed. To  every  question  proposed  by 
her  to  the  lady  with  the  preambles  of  "  han't 
youl"  or  "don't  you?"  an  answer  was  made 
in  the  affirmative,  whether  agreeable  to  truth 
or  not;  because  the  respondent  could  not 
find  in  her  heart  to  disown  any  symptom  that 
might  favour  the  notion  she  had  so  long  in- 
dulged. 

This  experienced  proficient  in  the  obstetric 
art  was  therefore  kept  in  close  attendance 
for  the  space  of  three  weeks,  during  which 
the  patient  had  several  returns  of  what  slic 
pleased  herself  with  believing  to  be  labour 
pains,  till  at  length  she  and  her  husband  bo- 
came  the  standing  joke  of  the  parish ;  and 
this  infatuated  couple  could  scarce  be  pro- 
vailed  upon  to  part  v/itli  their  hopes,  even 
when  she  a|)peared  as  lank  as  a  greyhound, 
and  they  were  furnished  witii  other  unquci 
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tionable  proofs  of  their  having  been  deceiv- 
ed. But  they  could  not  for  ever  remain  un- 
der the  influence  of  this  sweet  delusion, 
which  at  last  faded  away,  and  was  succeeded 
b'j  a  paroxysm  of  shame  and  confusion,  that 
kept  the  husband  within  doors  for  the  space 
of  a  whole  fortnig-ht,  and  confined  his  lady 
10  her  bed  for  a  scries  of  weeks,  during  which 
she  suffered  all  the  anguish  of  the  most  in- 
tense mortification ;  yet  even  this  was  sub- 
dued by  the  lenient  hand  of  time. 

The  first  respite  from  her  chagrin  was 
employed  in  tiie  strict  discharge  of  what  are 
railed  the  duties  of  religion,  which  she  per- 
formed with  the  most  rancorous  severity, 
petting  on  foot  a  persecution  in  her  own  fam- 
ily, that  made  the  house  too  hot  for  all  the 
menial  servants,  even  ruffled  the  alm.ost  in- 
vincible indifference  of  Tom  Pipes,  harass- 
ed the  commodore  himself  out  of  all  patience, 
and  spared  no  individual  but  lieutenant  Hatch- 
way, whom  she  never  ventured  to  disoblige. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Mrs  Trunnion  erects  a  tyranny  in  the  gar- 
rison, while  her  husband  conceives  an  af- 
fection for  his  nepheio  Perry,  loho  man- 
ifests a  j^eculiarity  of  disposition  even  in 
his  tender  years. 

Having  exercised  herself  three  months  in 
such  pious  amusements,  she  appeared  again 
in  the  world;  but  her  misfortune  had  made  such 
an  impression  on  her  mind,  that  she  could  not 
hear  the  sight  of  a  child,  and  trembled  when- 
over  the  conversation  happened  to  turn  upon 
a  christening.  Her  temper,  which  was  na- 
turally none  of  the  sweetest,  seemed  to  have 
imbibed  a  double  proportion  of  souring  from 
her  disappointment;  of  consequence,  her 
company  was  not  much  coveted,  and  she 
found  very  few  people  disposed  to  treat  her 
Vv'ith  those  marks  of  consideration  which  she 
looked  upon  as  her  duo.  This  neglect  de- 
taclied  her  from  the  society  of  an  unmanner- 
ly world;  she  concentrated  the  energy  of  all 
lier  talents  in  the  government  of  her  own 
house,  which  groaned  accordingly  under  her 
arbitrary  sway;  and  in  the  brandy  bottle 
found  ample  consolation  for  all  the  affliction 
she  had  undergone. 

As  for  the  commodore,  he,  in  a  little  time, 
weathered  his  disgrace,  after  having  sustain- 
ed many  severe  jokes  from  the  lieutenant; 
and  now  liis  chief  aim  being  to  be  absent 
from  his  own  house  as  much  as  possible,  lie 
frequented  the  public  house  more  than  ever, 
more  assiduously  cultivated  the  friendship  of 
his  brother-in-law,  Mr  Pickle,  and  in  the 
course  of  their  intimacy,  conceived  an  aflcc- 
tion  for  his  nephew  Perry,  which  did  not 
end  but  with  his  life.  Indeed,  it  must  be 
owned  that  Trunnion  was  not  naturally  de- 
ficient m  the  social  passions    of  the    soul. 


which,  though  they  were  strangely  warped, 
disguised,  and  overborne,  by  the  circumstan 
ces  of  his  boisterous  life  and  education,  did 
not  fail  to  manifest  themselves  occasionally 
through  the  whole  course  of  his  behaviour.' 

As  all  the  hopes  of  propagating  his  own 
name  had  perished,  and  his  relations  lay 
under  the  interdiction  of  his  hate,  it  is  no 
wonder  that,  through  the  familiarity  and 
friendly  intercourse  subsisting  between  him 
and  Mr  Gamaliel,  he  contracted  a  liking  for 
the  boy,  who  by  this  time  entered  the  third 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  indeed  a  very  hand- 
some, healthy,  and  promising  child ;  and 
what  seemed  to  ingratiate  liim  still  more  with 
his  uncle,  was  a  certain  oddity  of  disposition, 
for  which  he  had  been  remarkable,  even  from 
his  cradle.  It  is  reported  of  him,  that,  be- 
fore the  first  year  of  his  infancy  was  elapsed, 
he  used  very  often,  immediately  after  being 
dressed,  in  the  midst  of  tiio  ,dresses  which 
were  bestowed  upon  him  by  h.s  motiier,  while 
she  indulged  herself  in  the  contemplation  of 
her  own  happiness,  all  of  a  sudden  to  alarm 
her  with  a  fit  of  shrieks  and  cries,  which  con- 
tinued witli  great  violence  till  he  was  stripped 
to  the  skin  with  the  utmost  expedition,  by  or- 
der of  his  affrighted  parent,  who  thought  his 
tender  body  was  tortured  by  the  misapplication 
of  some  unlucky  pin  ;  and  when  he  had  given 
them  all  this  disturbance  and  unnecessary 
trouble,  he  would  lie  sprawling  and  laughing 
in  their  faces,  as  if  he  ridiculed  the  imper*'! 
nonce  of  their  concern.  Nay,  it  is  affirmed 
that  one  day,  when  an  old  woman,  who  at- 
tended in  the  nursery,  had  by  stealth  convey- 
ed  a  bottle  of  cordial  waters  to  her  mouth, 
he  pulled  his  nurse  by  the  sleeve,  and,  by  a 
slight  glance  detecting  the  theft.,  tipt  her  the 
wink  v;jth  a  particular  slyness  of  counte- 
nance, ?.s  if  he  had  said  with  a  sneer, — "  Ay, 
v.y,  th::t  is  what  you  must  all  come  to."  But 
these  instances  of  reflection  in  a  babe  nine 
months  old  are  so  incredible,  that  I  look 
upon  them  as  ex  post  facto  observations, 
founded  upon  imaginary  recollection,  when 
he  was  in  a  more  advanced  age,  and  his  pe- 
culiarities of  temper  become  much  more  re- 
markable ;  of  a  piece  with  the  ingenious  dis  • 
coveries  of  these  sagacious  observers  who 
can  discern  something  evidently  characterits- 
tic  in  the  features  of  any  noted  personag-Sy 
whose  character  they  have  previously  heard 
explained  :  yet,  without  pretending  to  specify 
at  what  period  of  his  childhood  this  singular- 
ity first  appeared,  I  can  with  great  truth  da- 
clare,  that,  when  he  first  attracted  the  notice 
and  affection  of  his  uncle,  it  was  pJainly  per- 
ceivable. 

One  would  imagine  he  had  marked  out  the 
commodore  as  a  proper  oiiject  of  ridicule,  foi 
almost  all  his  little  childish  satire  was  leveU 
led  against  liim.  I  will  not  deny  that  h*; 
might  have  been  influenced  in  this  particu 
lar  by  the  example  and  instruction  of  M. 
Hatchway,  who  delighted  in  superintending 
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.'he  first  essays  of  iiis  genius.  As  the  gout 
liad  taken  up  its  residence  in  Mr  'rrunnion's 
pjeat  toe,  from  wliciice  it  never  removed,  no 
not  for  a  day,  little  Perry  tool;  great  pleasure 
in  treading  by  accident  on  lliis  infirm  mem- 
ber; and  when  his  uncle,  incensed  by  the 
pain,  used  to  damn  him  for  a  hell-begotten 
brat,  he  would  appease  him  in  a  twinkling, 
by  returning  tlie  curse  with  ecjual  emphasis, 
ind  asking  what  was  the  UKilter  with  old 
Ilaiuiibal  Tough;  an  appellation  by  which 
the  lieutenant  iiad  tauglit  him  to  distinguish 
this  grim  commander. 

Neither  was  this  the  only  experiment  he 
tried  upon  the  patience  of  the  commodore, 
with  whose  nose  ho  used  to  take  indecent 
freedoms^  even  while  iie  was  fondled  on  liis 
knee ;  in  one  montli  he  put  him  to  the  ex- 
pense of  two  guineas  in  seal-skin,  by  pick- 
ing his  pocket  of  divers  tobacco  pouches, 
all  of  which  he  in  secret  committed  to  the 
llames.  Nor  did  the  caprice  of  his  disposi- 
tion abstain  from  tlie  favourite  beverage  of 
Trunnion,  who  more  than  once  swallowed  a 
whole  draught,  in  which  his  brother's  snuff- 
box had  been  emptied,  before  lie  perceived 
the  disagreeable  ini'usion:  and  one  day,  when 
the  commodore  had  chastised  him  by  a  gen- 
tle tap  with  his  cane,  he  fell  flat  on  the  floor, 
as  if  he  had  been  deprived  of  all  sense  and 
motion,  to  the  terror  and  amazement  of  the 
striker;  and  after  having  filled  the  whole 
house  with  confusion  and  dismay,  opened  his 
eyes,  and  laughed  heartily  at  the  success  of 
his  own  imposition. 

It  would  be  an  endless,  and  perhaps  no 
very  agreeable  task,  to  enumerate  all  the  un- 
lucky pranks  he  played  upon  his  uncle  and 
others,  before  he  attained  the  fourth  year  of 
his  ag3  ;  about  which  time  he  was  sent,  with 
an  attendant,  to  a  day-school  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, that  (to  use  his  good  mother's  own 
expression)  he  might  be  out  of  harm's  way. 
Here,  however,  he  made  little  progress  e.x- 
cept  in  mischief,  which  he  practised  with 
impunity,  because  the  schoolmistress  would 
run  no  risk  of  disobliging  a  lady  of  fortune, 
by  exercising  unnecessary  severities  upon 
her  only  child.  Nevertheless,  Mrs  Pickle 
A'as  not  so  blindly  partial  as  to  be  pleased 
with  such  unseasonable  indulgence.  Perry 
was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  this  courteous 
teacher,  and  committed  to  the  instruction  of 
a  pedagogue,  who  was  ordered  to  administer 
such  correction  as  the  boy  should  (in  his 
opinion)  deserve.  This  authority  lie  did  not 
neglect  to  use;  his  pupil  was  regularly  flog- 
^d  twice  a-day  ;  and,  after  having  been  sub- 
jected to  this  course  of  discipline  for  the 
Bpace  of  eighteen  months,  declared  the  most 
obstinate,  dull,  and  untoward  genius  that 
■Jver  had  fallen  under  his  cultivation  ;  instead 
of  being  reformed,  he  seemed  rather  harden- 
ed and  confirmed  in  his  vicious  inclinations, 
and  was  dead  to  all  sense  of  fear  as  well  as 
«hame.     His  mctlier  was  extremely  mortifi- 


ed at  these  symptoms  of  stupidity,  which  she 
considered  as  an  inheritance  derived  Iruin 
the  spirit  of  his  father,  and  consequently 
unsurmoimlable  by  all  the  efforts  of  human 
care.  But  the  commodore  rejoiced  over  the 
ruggcdness  of  his  nalure,  and  was  particular- 
ly pleased,  when,  u])on  inquiry,  he  found  that 
Perry  had  beaten  all  the  boys  in  the  school; 
a  circumstance  from  which  he  prognosticat- 
ed evc-v  thing  that  was  fair  and  fortunate  in 
his  future  <ate  ;  observing  that,  at  his  age  he 
himself  v.'as  just  such  another.  The  boy, 
who  was  now  turned  of  six,  having  {)rotited 
so  little  under  the  birch  of  iiis  uns])aring  go- 
vernor, Mrs  Pickle  was  counselled  to  send 
him  to  a  boarding-school  not  far  from  Lon- 
don, wliich  was  kept  by  a  certain  ])er3on 
very  eminent  for  his  successful  method  o. 
education.  Tliis  advice  she  the  more  readi- 
ly embraced,  because  at  tiiat  time  she  found 
herself  pretty  fir  gone  with  another  child, 
that  she  hoped  would  console  her  for  the  dis- 
appointment  she  liad  met  with  in  the  un- 
promising talents  of  Perry,  or,  at  any  rate, 
divide  her  concern,  so  as  to  enable  her  to 
endure  the  absence  of  either. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

Peregrine  is  sent  to  a  hoarding-school— 
becomes  remarkable  for  his  gc7iii(s  ana 
ambition. 

The  commodore  understanding  her  determi- 
nation, to  which  her  husband  did  not  venture 
to  make  the  least  objection,  interested  him- 
self so  much  in  behalf  of  his  favourite,  as  to 
fit  him  out  at  his  own  charge,  and  accom- 
pany him  in  person  to  the  place  of  his  desti- 
nation, where  he  defrayed  the  expense  of  his 
entrance,  and  left  him  to  the  particular  care 
and  inspection  of  the  usher,  who  having  been 
recommended  to  him  as  a  person  of  parts 
and  integrity,  received  per  advance  a  hand- 
some consideration  for  the  task  he  under- 
took. 

Nothing  could  be  better  judged  than  this 
piece  of  liberality;  the  assistant  was  actually 
a  mo.n  of  learning,  probity,  and  good  sense: 
and,  though  obliged  by  the  scandalous  ad- 
ministration of  fortune  to  act  in  the  charactci 
of  an  inferior  teacher,  had,  by  his  sole  capa. 
city  and  application,  brought  the  sciiool  to 
that  degree  of  reputation,  which  it  never 
could  have  obtained  from  the  talents  of  hia 
superior.  He  had  established  an  economy, 
which,  though  regular,  was  not  at  all  severe, 
by  enacting  a  body  of  laws  suited  to  the  age 
and  comprehension  of  every  individual;  and 
each  transgressor  was  fairly  tried  oy  his 
peers,  and  puni.^hdd  according  to  the  verdict 
of  the  jury.  No  l)oy  was  scouiged  for  want 
of  apprehension,  but  a  spirit  of  emulation 
was  raised  by  well-timed  praise  and  artful 
comparison,   and  maintained   bv  a  f'istribu 
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cion  of  small  prizes,  which  were  adjudged  to 
those  who  signalized  themselves  either  by 
their  industry,  sobriety,  or  genius.  This 
tutor,  whose  name  was  Jennings,  began  with 
Perry,  according  to  his  constant  maxim,  by 
examining  the  soil ;  that  is,  studying  liis 
temper,  in  order  to  consult  the  bias  of  his 
disposition,  which  was  strangely  perverted 
by  the  absurd  discipline  he  had  undergone. 
lie  found  him  in  a  state  of  sullen  insensi- 
bility, which  the  child  had  gradually  con- 
tracted in  a  long  course  of  stupifying  cor- 
rection ;  and  at  tirst  he  was  not  in  the  least 
actuated  by  that  commendation  which  ani- 
iiated  the  rest  of  his  school-fellows :  nor 
,vas  it  in  the  power  of  reproach  to  excite  his 
ambition,  which  had  been  buried,  as  it  were, 
in  the  grave  of  disgrace  :  the  usher,  there- 
fore, had  recourse  to  contemptuous  neglect, 
with  which  he  affected  to  treat  this  stubborn 
spirit ;  foreseeing,  that,  if  he  retained  any 
seeds  of  sentiment,  this  weather  would  in- 
fallibly raise  them  into  vegetation.  His 
judgment  was  justified  by  the  event;  the 
boy  in  a  little  time  began  to  make  observa- 
tions :  he  perceived  the  marks  of  distinction 
with  which  virtue  was  rewarded,  grew 
ashamed  of  the  despicable  figure  he  himself 
made  among  his  companions,  who,  far  from 
courting,  rather  shunned  his  conversation, 
and  actually  pined  at  his  own  want  of  im- 
portance. 

Mr  Jennings  saw  and  rejoiced  at  his 
mortification,  which  he  suffered  to  proceed 
as  far  as  possible,  without  endangering  his 
health.  The  child  lost  all  relish  for  diver- 
sion, loathed  his  food,  grew  pensive,  solitary, 
and  was  frequently  found  weeping  by  him- 
self. These  symptoms  plainly  evinced  the 
recovery  of  his  feelings,  to  which  his  go- 
vernor thought  it  now  high  time  to  make 
application  ;  and  therefore,  by  little  and  lit- 
-le,  altered  his  behaviour  from  the  indiffer- 
■^ce  he  had  put  on,  to  the  appearance  of 
•iiore  regard  and  attention.  This  produced 
a  favourable  change  in  the  boy,  whose  eyes 
sparkled  with  satisfaction  one  day,  when  his 
Jnaster  expressed  himself  with  a  show  of 
surprise  in  these  words  :  *'  So,  Perry  !  I  find 
you  don't  want  genius,  when  you  tliink  pro- 
per to  use  it."  Such  encomiums  kindled  a 
spirit  of  emulation  in  his  little  breast ;  he 
exerted  himself  with  surprising  alacrity,  by 
which  he  soon  acquitted  himself  of  the  im- 
putation of  dullness,  and  obtained  sundry 
honorary  silver  pennies,  as  acknowledg- 
ments of  his  application  :  his  school-fellows 
now  solicited  his  friendship  as  eagerly  as 
they  had  avoided  it  before;  and,  in  less  than 
a  twelvemonth  afi;er  his  arrival,  this  suppos- 
ed dunce  was  remarkable  for  the  brightness 
of  his  parts  ;  having  in  tliat  short  period 
icarnt  to  read  English  ])erfcct,ly  well,  made 
l^eat  progress  in  writing,  enablef'  himself  to 
speak  the  French  language  without  hcsita- 
jor,  and   acquired  some  knowledge  in  the 


rudiments  of  the  Latin  tongue.  The  usher 
did  not  fail  to  transmit  an  account  of  hif 
proficiency  to  the  commodore,  who  received 
it  with  transport,  and  forthwith  communi- 
cated the  happy  tidings  to  the  parents. 

Mr  Gamaliel  Pickle,  who  was  never  sub- 
ject to  violent  emotions,  heard  them  with  a 
sort  of  phlegmatic  satisfaction,  that  scarce 
manifested  itself  either  in  his  countenancf: 
or  expressions;  nor  did  the  child's  mother 
break  forth  into  that  rapture  and  admiration 
wliich  might  have  been  expected,  when  she 
understood  how  much  the  talents  of  her  first- 
born had  exceeded  the  hope  of  her  warmest 
imagination.  Not  but  that  she  professed 
herself  well  pleased  with  Periy's  reputation, 
though  she  observed  that,  in  these  conmien- 
dations,  the  truth  was  always  exaggerated 
by  schoolmasters,  for  their  own  interest ; 
and  pretended  to  wonder  that  the  usher  had 
not  mingled  more  probability  with  his  praise. 
Trunnion  was  offended  at  her  indifference 
and  want  of  faith;  and  believing  that  she 
refined  too  much  in  her  discernment,  swore 
that  Jennings  had  declared  the  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth  ;  for  he  himself  had 
prophesied  from  the  beginning  that  the  boy 
would  tt:rn  out  a  credit  to  his  family.  But 
by  this  time  Mrs  Pickle  was  blessed  with  n 
daughter,  whom  she  had  brought  into  the 
world  about  six  months  before  the  intelli- 
gence arrived  ;  so  that  her  care  and  affec- 
tion being  otherwise  engrossed,  the  praise  of 
Perry  was  the  less  greedily  devoured.  The 
abatement  of  her  fondness  was  an  advantage 
to  his  education,  which  would  have  been  re- 
tarded, and  perhaps  ruined,  by  pernicious  in- 
dulgence and  preposterous  interposition,  haa 
her  love  considered  him  as  an  only  child  ; 
whereas,  her  concern  being  now  diverted  to 
another  object,  that  shared,  at  least,  one  hal. 
of  her  affection,  he  was  left  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  preceptor,  who  tutored  him  ac- 
cording to  his  own  plan,  without  any  let  or 
interruption.  Lideed,  all  his  sagacity  ana 
circumspection  were  but  barely  suthcient  to 
keep  the  young  gentleman  in  order  ;  for  now 
that  he  had  won  the  palm  of  victory  from 
his  rivals  in  point  of  scholarship,  his  ambi- 
tion  dilated,  and  he  was  seized  with  the  de- 
sire  of  subjecting  the  whole  school  by  the 
valour  of  his  arm.  Before  he  could  bring  his 
project  to  bear,  innumerable  buttles  were 
fought,  with  various  success  ;  every  day  a 
bloody  nose  and  complaint  were  presented 
against  him,  and  his  own  visage  commonly 
bore  some  livid  marks  of  obstinate  contention. 
At  length,  however,  he  accomplished  his 
aim  :  his  adversaries  were  subdued,  hia 
prowess  acknowledged,  and  he  obtained  the 
laurel  in  war  as  well  as  in  wit.  Thus  tri 
umphant,  he  was  intoxicated  with  success. 
His  pride  rose  in  proportion  to  his  power, 
and,  in  spite  of  all  the  endeavours  of  Jen- 
nings, who  practised  eveiy  method  he  could 
invent  for  curbing   his   lictntious    conduct 
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Vi'ithoiit  depressing  his  spirit,  he  contracted 
a  larjjo  proportion  of  insolence,  wliich  a  se- 
ries of  niisiurtnnes  that  happened  to  liiin  in 
the  sequel  conhl  scarce  etiectnally  tame. 
Nevertheless  there  was  a  fund  of  pood  na- 
ture and  (generosity  in  liis  composition,  and 
thouofh  lie  established  a  tyranny  among  his 
comrades,  the  tranquillity  of  his  reign  was 
maintained  by  the  love  rather  than  the  fear 
of  his  subjecls. 

In  the  midst  of  all  his  enjoyment  of  em- 
()ire,  he  never  once  violated  that  respectful 
awe  with  which  the  usher  had  found  means 
to  inspire  him  ;  but  he  by  no  means  preserv- 
ed the  same  regard  for  the  principal  master, 
an  old  illiterate  German  quack,  who  had 
formerly  practit^ed  corn-cutting  among  the 
quality,  and  sold  cosmetic  washes  to  the 
ladies,  together  with  teeth-powders,  hair- 
dyeing  liquors,  prolific  elixirs,  and  tinctures 
to  sweeten  the  breath.  These  nostrums, 
recommended  by  the  art  of  cringing,  in 
which  he  was  consummate,  ingratiated  liim 
so  much  with  people  of  fashion,  that  he  was 
enabled  to  set  up  school  with  fivo-and-twenty 
boys  of  the  best  families,  wliom  he  boarded 
on  his  own  terms,  and  undertook  to  instruct 
in  the  French,  and  Ijatin  languages,  so  as  to 
qualify  them  for  the  colleges  of  Westminster 
and  Eton.  While  this  plan  was  in  its  in- 
fancy, he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with 
Jennings,  who,  for  the  paltry  consideration 
of  thirty  pounds  a-year,  which  liis  necessi- 
ties compelled  him  to  accept,  took  the  whole 
trouble  of  educating  the  children  upon  him- 
self, contrived  an  excellent  system  for  that 
purpose,  and  by  his  assiduity  and  know- 
ledge, executed  all  the  particulars  to  tlie  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  those  concerned,  who,  by 
the  bye,  never  inquired  into  his  qualifications, 
Dut  suffered  the  other  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  labour  and  ingenuity. 

Over  and  above  a  largo  stock  of  avarice, 
ignorance,  and  vanity,  this  superior  had  cer- 
tain ridiculous  peculiarities  in  his  person, 
such  as  a  hunch  upon  his  back,  and  distort- 
ed limbs,  that  seemed  to  attract  the  satirical 
notice  of  Peregrine,  who,  young  as  he  was, 
took  offence  at  his  want  of  reverence  for  his 
usher,  over  whom  he  sometimes  chose  op- 
portunities of  displaying  his  authority,  that 
the  boj's  might  not  displace  their  venera- 
tion. Mr  Keypstick,  therefore,  such  as  I 
have  described  him,  incurred  the  contempt 
and  displeasure  of  this  enterprising  pupil, 
who  now,  being  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  age, 
had  capacity  enough  to  give  him  abundance 
of  vexation.  He  underwent  many  mortify- 
ing jokes  from  the  invention  of  Pickle  and 
his  confederates  ;  so  that  he  began  to  enter- 
tain suspicion  of  Mr  Jennings,  who,  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  had  been  at  the  bottom  of 
them  all,  and  spirited  up  priry'iples  of  rebel- 
lion in  the  school,  witli  a  viev/  of  making 
himself  independent.  Possessed  v/ith  this 
chimera,  which  was  void  of  all  foundation, 


the  Cierman  descended  so  low  as  to  tampei 
in  private  with  the  boys,  from  whom  he 
hoped  to  draw  some  very  inqjortant  disco- 
very ;  but  he  was  disappointed  in  his  ex- 
pectation ;  and  this  mean  practice  reaching 
the  ears  of  his  usher,  he  voluntarily  resign, 
ed  his  employment,  poinding  interest  to  ob- 
tain holy  orders  in  a  little  time  after,  he  left 
the  kingdom,  Iioping  to  find  a  settlement  in 
some  of  our  American  plantations. 

Tiie  departure  of  Mr  Jennings  produced 
a  great  revolution  in  the  afi'airs  of  Kevpstick, 
wliich  declined  from  tliat  moment,  because 
he  had  neither  authority  to  enforce  obe- 
dience, nor  prudence  to  maintain  order 
among  liis  scholars  ;  so  that  the  school  de- 
generated into  anarchy  and  confusion,  and 
he  himself  dwindled  in  the  opinion  of  his 
employers,  who  looked  upon  him  as  super- 
annuated, and  withdrew  their  children  from 
his  tuition. 

Peregrine,  seeing  this  dissolution  of  their 
society,  and  finding  himself  every  day  de- 
prived  of  some  companion,  began  to  repine 
at  his  situation,  and  resolved,  if  possible,  to 
procure  his  release  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  person  whom  ho  both  detested  and  des- 
pised. With  this  view  he  wont  to  \vork, 
and  composed  the  following  billet,  address- 
ed to  the  commodore,  which  was  the  first 
specimen  of  his  composition  in  the  episto- 
lary  way. 

"Honoured  and  lovino  Unclk, 

"  Hoping  yon  are  in  good  health,  this 
serves  to  inform  you,  that  Mr  Jennino-s  is 
gone,  and  that  Mr  Keypstick  will  never 
meet  with  his  fellow.  The  school  is  already 
almost  broke  up,  and  the  rest  daily  going 
away  ;  and  I  beg  of  you  of  all  love  to  have 
me  fetched  away  also,  for  I  cannot  bear  to 
be  any  longer  under  one  who  is  a  perfect 
ignoramus,  who  scarce  knows  tlie  declina- 
tion  of  mitsa,  and  is  more  fit  to  be  a  scare- 
crow than  a  schoolmaster  ;  hoping  you  will 
send  for  me  soon,  with  my  love  to  my  aunt, 
and  my  duty  to  my  honoured  parents,  craving 
their  bh^ssing  and  yours.  And  this  is  all  at 
present  from,  honoured  uncle,  your  well  be- 
loved and  dutiful  nephew  and  godson,  and 
humble  servant  to  command  till  death, 

"  Pkiiegrine  PlCKr-E." 

Trunnion  was  overjoyed  at  the  receipt  3i 
this  letter,  which  he  looked  upon  as  one  of 
the  greatest  efforts  of  human  genius,  and  as 
such  communicated  the  contents  to  his  lady, 
whom  he  had  disturbed  for  tlie  purpose  iii 
the  middle  of  her  devotion,  by  sending  a 
message  to  her  closet,  whither  it  was  her 
custom  very  frequently  to  retire.  She  was 
out  of  humour  at  being  interrupted,  and 
therefore  did  not  peruse  this  specimen  of  her 
nephew's  understanding  with  all  the  relish 
that  the  commodore  himself  had  enjoyed  ; 
on  the  contrary,  afTer  sundry  paralytica!  en- 
deavours to  speak  (for  her  tongue  sometimea 
refused  its  office)  she  observed  that  the  boy 
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was  a  pert  jackanapes,  and  deserved  to  be 
severely  chastised  for  treating  his  betters 
Vi-ith  such  disrespect.  Her  husband  under- 
took his  godson's  defence,  representing, 
with  great  warmth,  tliat  he  knew  Keypstick 
to  be  a  good-for-nothing  pimping  old  rascal, 
and  that  Perry  showed  a  great  deal  of  spirit 
and  good  sense  in  desiring  to  be  taken  from 
under  his  command  ;  he  therefore  declared, 
that  the  boy  should  not  live  a  week  longer 
with  such  a  shambling  son  of  a  b — ,  and 
sanctioned  his  declaration  with  abundance  of 
oaths. 

Mrs  Trunnion  composing  her  countenance 
into  a  look  of  religious  demureness,  rebuked 
him  for  his  profane  way  of  talking  ;  and 
asked,  in  a  magisterial  tone,  if  he  intended 
never  to  lay  aside  that  brutal  behaviour  ! 
Irritated  at  this  reproach,  he  answered,  in 
terms  of  indignation,  tliat  he  knew  how  to 
behave  himself  as  well  as  e'er  a  woman  that 
wore  a  head,  bade  her  mind  her  own  affairs, 
and,  with  another  repetition  of  oaths,  gave 
her  to  understand  that  he  would  be  master 
in  his  own  house. 

This  insinuation  operated  upon  her  spirits 
'.ike  friction  upon  a  glass  globe  ;  her  face 
gleamed  with  resentment,  and  every  pore 
seemed  to  emit  particles  of  flame.  She  re- 
plied with  incredible  fluency  of  the  bitterest 
expressions.  He  retorted,  with  equal  rage, 
in  broken  hints  and  incoherent  imprecations. 
She  rejoined  with  redoubled  fury  ;  and  in 
conclusion  he  was  fain  to  betake  himself  to 
flight,  ejaculating  curses  against  her,  and 
muttering  something  concerning  the  brandy 
bottle,  which,  hov/ever,  he  took  care  should 
never  reach  her  ears. 

From  his  own  house  he  went  directly  to 
visit  Mrs  Pickle,  to  whom  he  imparted  Pe- 
regrine's epistle,  with  many  encomiums 
upon  the  boy's  promising  parts  ;  and  finding 
his  commendations  but  coldly  received,  de- 
sired siie  would  permit  him  to  take  his  god- 
son under  his  own  care. 

Tills  lady,  whose  family  was  now  increas- 
ed by  another  son,  who  seemed  to  engross 
her  care  for  the  present,  had  not  seen  Perry 
during  a  course  of  four  years,  and,  with  re- 
gard to  him,  was  perfectly  weaned  of  that 
infirmity  known  by  the  name  of  maternal 
fondness;  she  therefore  consented  to  the 
commodore's  request  with  great  condescen- 
sion, and  a  polite  compliment  to  him  on  the 
concern  he  had  all  along  manifested  for  the 
welfare  of  the  child. 


CHAPTER  XHL 

The  commodore  takes  Peregrine  under  his 
own  care — the  boy  arrives  at  the  garrison 
— is  strangely  received  by  his  own  mo- 
ther— enters  into  a  confederacy  with 
Hatchicay  and  Pipes,  and  executes  a  cou- 
.vle  of  naggish  enterprises  upoii  his  aunt. 


Trunnion  having  obtained  this  permissioui 
that  very  afternoon  despatched  the  lieutenant 
in  a  post-chaise  to  Keypstick's  house,  from 
whence,  in  two  days,  he  returned  with  our 
young  hero ;  who,  being  now  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  his  age,  had  outgrown  the  expecta- 
tion of  all  his  family,  and  was  remarkable  fcr 
the  beauty  and  elegance  of  his  person.  His 
godfather  was  transported  at  his  arrival,  aa 
if  he  had  been  actually  the  issue  of  his  own 
loins.  He  shook  him  heartily  by  the  hand, 
turned  him  round  and  round,  surveyed  him 
from  top  to  bottom,  bade  Hatchway  take  no- 
tice how  handsomely  he  was  built ;  squeezed 
his  hand  again,  saying, — "  Damn  ye,  you 
dog,  I  suppose  you  con't  value  such  an  old 
crazy  son  of  a  b —  as  me  a  rope's  end.  You 
have  forgot  how  I  wont  to  dandle  you  on  my 
knee,  when  you  was  a  little  urciiin  no  bi^gei 
than  the  davit,  and  played  a  thousand  tricks 
upon  me,  burning  my  bacco-pouches,  and 
poisoning  my  rumbo  :  O  damn  ye,  you  can 
grin  fast  enough,  I  see  ;  I  warrant  you  have 
learnt  more  things  than  writing  the  Latin 
lingo."  Even  Tom  Pipes  expressed  uncom- 
mon satisfaction  on  this  joyful  occasion ; 
and  coming  up  to  Perry,  thrust  forth  his 
fore  paw,  and  accosted  him  with  the  saluta- 
tion of,  "What  cheer  my  good  master]  I 
am  glad  to  see  thoe  with  all  my  heart.' 
Those  compliments  being  passed,  his  uncle 
halted  to  the  door  of  his  wife's  chamber,  at 
which  he  stood  hallooing,  "  Here's  your 
kinsman  Perry,  belike  you  won't  come  and 
bid  him  w'elcomc." — "  Lord  !  Mr  Trunnion,'- 
said  she,  "  why  will  you  continually  harass 
me  in  this  manner  with  your  impertinent  hi- 
trusion  V  "  I  harrow  you !"  replied  the 
commodore  ;  "  'sblood,  I  believe  your  upper 
works  are  damaged ;  I  only  came  to  infonn 
you  that  here  was  your  cousin,  whom  you 
have  not  seen  these  four  long  years  ;  and  Pll 
be  damn'd  if  there  is  such  another  of  his  ago 
within  the  king's  dominions,  d'ye  see,  either 
for  make  or  metal ;  he's  a  credit  to  the 
name,  d'ye  see ;  but,  damn  my  eyes,  Pll  say 
no  more  of  the  matter ;  if  you  come,  you 
may  ;  if  you  won't,  you  may  let  it  alone." 
"  Well,  I  won't  come  then,"  answered  hia 
yoke-fellow,  "  for  I  am  at  present  more 
agreeably  employed."  "Oho;  you  are?  I 
believe  so  too  ;"  cried  the  commodore,  mak- 
ino"  wry  faces,  and  mimicking  the  action  of 
dram  drinking.  Then  addressing  himself  to 
Hatchwav, — "  Prithee,  Jack,"  said  he,  "  go 
and  trj'  thy  skill  on  that  stubborn  hulk  ;  if 
any  body  can  bring  her  about,  I  know  you 
wool."  The  heutenant  accordingly  taking 
his  station  at  the  door,  conveyed  his  persua 
sion  in  these  words  :  "  What,  won't  you 
turn  out  and  hail  little  Perry  !  it  will  do 
your  heart  good  to  see  such  a  handsomo 
young  dog  ;  Pm  sure  he  is  the  very  moral  of 
you,  and  as  like  as  if  he  had  been  spit  out  ot 
your  own  mouth,  as  the  saying  is  ;  do  sliow 
a    little    respect    for  your   kinsman,   can'i 
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#  m''"  To  this  remonstrance  she  replied,  in 
■  mild  tone  of  voice, — "  Dear  Air  Hatchway, 
you  are  ahva^'s  teasin^f  one  in  such  a  man- 
ner; sure  I  am,  nobody  can  tax  me  with  un- 
kindness,  or  want  of  natural  atfection  "  80 
saying,  she  opened  the  door,  and  advancing 
to  the  liail,  where  her  nephew  stood,  receiv- 
ed him  very  graciously,  and  observed  tiiat  he 
waa  the  very  image  of  her  papa. 

In  tlie  afternoon  he  was  conducted  by  the 
cammodorc  to  the  house  of  liis  parents  ;  and, 
strange  to  tell,  no  sooner  was  he  presented 
to  his  mother,  than  lier  countenance  chang- 
ed ;  she  eyed  him  with  tokens  of  allliction 
and  surprise,  and  bursting  into  tears,  ex- 
claimed her  child  was  dead,  and  this  was  no 
other  than  an  impostor  whom  they  had 
brought  to  defraud  her  sorrow.  Trunnion 
was  confounded  at  this  unaccountable  pas- 
sion, which  had  no  other  foundation  than 
caprice  and  whim;  and  (jlamalicl  himself  was 
BO  disconcerted  and  unsettled  in  his  own  be- 
lief, which  began  to  waver,  that  he  knew 
not  how  to  behave  towards  tiie  boy,  whom 
his  godfather  immediately  carried  back  to  the 
garrison,  swearing  all  the  way  that  Perry 
should  never  cross  their  threshold  again  witli 
iiis  good  will.  Nay,  so  much  was  he  in- 
censed at  this  unnatural  and  absurd  renun- 
ciation, that  he  refused  to  carry  on  any  far- 
ther correspondence  with  Pickle,  until  he 
was  appeased  by  his  solicitations  and  sub- 
mission, and  Peregrine  owned  as  his  son  and 
heir.  But  this  acknowledgment  was  made 
without  the  privity  of  his  wife,  whose  vicious 
aversion  he  was  obliged,  in  appearance,  to 
adopt.  Thus  exiled  from  his  father's  house, 
tlie  young  gentlemen  was  left  entirely  to  the 
disposal  of  the  commodore,  whose  affection 
for  him  daily  increased,  insomuch  that  he 
could  scarce  prevail  upon  himself  to  part 
with  him,  when  his  education  absolutely 
required  that  he  should  be  olherw  ise  dispos- 
ed of. 

In  all  probability,  this  extraordinary  at- 
tachment was,  if  not  produced,  at  least 
rivetted,  by  that  peculiar  turn  in  Peregrine's 
imagination  whicli  we  have  already  observ- 
ed; and  which,  during  his  residence  in  the 
castle,  appeared  in  sundry  stratagems  he 
practised  upon  his  uncle  and  aunt,  under  the 
aaspices  of  Mr  Hatchway,  wh')  assisted  him 
in  the  contrivance  and  execution  of  all  his 
B:hemes.  Nor  was  Pipes  exempted  from  a 
ohare  in  their  undertakings :  for,  being  a 
tnisty  fellow,  not  without  dexterity  in  some 
cases,  and  altogether  resigned  to  their  will, 
they  found  him  a  serviceable  instrument  for 
their  purpose,  and  used  him  accordingly. 

The  first  sample  of  their  art  was  exhibited 
upon  Mrs  Trunnion.  They  terrified  that 
^ood  lady  with  strange  noises  when  she  re- 
tired to  ler  devotion.  Pipes  was  a  natural 
genius  m  the  composition  of  discords  ;  he 
could  imitate  the  sound  produced  by  the 
»uidmg  of  a  jack,  the  filing  of  a  saw,  and 
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tlie  swinging  of  a  malefactor  hanging  in 
chains;  lie  could  counterliMt  the  braying  of 
an  ass,  the  screeching  of  a  night  owl,  the 
caterwauling  of  cats,  the  howling  of  a  dog 
the  s(iuoakiiig  of  a  pig,  the  crowing  of  a 
cock  ;  and  he  liad  learnt  the  war-wlioop  ut- 
tered by  the  Indians  of  North  America. 
These  talents  were  exerted  successively  at 
different  times  and  placos,  to  liie  terror  of 
Mrs  Trunnion,  the  discomposure  of  the  com- 
modore himself,  and  the  consternation  of  all 
the  servants  in  the  castle.  Peregrine,  with 
a  sheet  over  his  clothes,  sometiiries  tumbled 
before  his  aunt  in  the  twilight,  when  her  or- 
gans of  vision  were  a  little  imprAired  by  the 
cordial  she  had  swallowed ;  and  the  boat- 
swain's mate  taught  him  to  shoo  cats  with 
walnut-shells,  so  that  they  maile  a  most 
dreadful  clattering  in  their  nocturnal  excur- 
sions. The  mind  of  Mrs  Trunnion  was  no: 
a  little  disturbed  by  these  alarms,  which,  in 
her  opinion,  portended  the  death  of  some 
principal  person  in  the  family;  she  redoubled 
her  religious  exercises,  and  fortified  her 
spirits  with  fresh  potations  ;  nay,  she  began 
to  take  notice  that  Mr  Trunnion's  constitu- 
tion was  very  much  broke,  and  seemed  dis- 
satisfied when  people  observed  that  they 
never  saw  him  look  better.  Her  frequent 
visits  to  the  closet,  where  all  lier  consola- 
tion was  deposited,  inspired  tiie  confedcratea 
with  a  device  which  had  like  to  have  been  at- 
tended with  tragical  consequences.  They 
found  an  opportunity  to  infuse  jalap  in 
one  of  her  case  bottles,  and  she  took  go 
largely  of  this  medicine  that  her  constitu- 
tion had  well  nigh  sunk  under  the  violence 
of  its  effects.  She  sufiered  a  succession  of 
fainting  fits  that  reduced  her  to  the  brink  of 
the  grave,  in  spite  of  all  the  remedies  that 
were  administered  by  a  physician,  who  was 
called  in  the  beginning  of  her  disorder.  After 
having  examined  the  symptoms,  he  declared 
that  the  patient  had  been  poisoned  with 
arsenic,  and  prescribed  oily  draughts  and  lu- 
bricating injections,  to  defend  the  coats  of 
the  stomach  and  intestines  from  the  vellicat- 
ing  particles  of  that  pernicious  mineral ;  at 
the  same  time  hinting,  with  a  look  of  infinite 
sagacity,  that  it  was  not  difficult  to  divine 
the  whole  mystery.  He  affected  to  deplore 
the  poor  lady,  as  if  she  was  exposed  to  moro 
attemps  cfthe  same  nature;  thereby  glaucinfj 
obliquely  at  the  innocent  commodore,  whom 
the  officious  son  cf  ^Hsculapius  suspected  as 
the  author  of  this  expedient,  to  rid  his  hand.s 
of  a  yoke-fellow  for  whom  he  'vas  well 
known  to  have  no  great  devotion.  This 
impertinent  and  malicious  insinuation  made 
some  impression  upon  the  bystanders,  and 
fiirir'shed  amide  field  for  slander  to  asperse 
the  morals  of  Trunnion,  who  w.-is  represent- 
ed through  the  whole  district  as  a  monster 
of  barba'rity.  Nay,  the  sufferer  herself, 
though  she  behaved  witii  great  decency  and 
prudence,  could  not  help  entertaining  somH 


58 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


email  diffidence  of  her  husband;  not  that 
slie  imag-ined  he  had  any  design  upon  her 
life,  but  tliat  he  had  been  at  pains  to  adulte- 
rate the  brandy,  with  a  view  of  detaching  her 
from  that  favourite  liquor. 

On  this  suppostion  she  resolved  to  act 
with  more  caution  for  the  future,  without 
setting  on  foot  any  inquiry  about  the  atl'air  : 
ivliile  the  commodore,  imputing  her  indispo- 
isition  to  some  natural  cause,  atler  the  dan- 
ger was  past,  never  bestowed  a  thought  upon 
the  subject ;  so  that  the  perpetrators  wore  quit 
of  their  fear,  which,  however,  had  punished 
them  so  effectually,  that  they  never  would 
hazard  any  more  jokes  of  the  same  nature. 

The  shafts  of  their  wit  wore  now  directed 
against  the  commander  himself,  whom  they 
teased  and  ferrified  almost  out  of  his  senses. 
One  day  while  he  was  at  dinner,  Pipes  came 
and  told  him  that  there  was  a  person  below 
that  wanted  to  speak  with  him  immediately 
about  an  affair  of  the  greatest  importance, 
that  would  admit  of  no  delay  ;  upon  which 
ne  ordered  the  stranger  to  be  told  that  he 
v/as  engaged,  and  that  he  must  send  up  his 
name  and  business.  To  this  demand  he  re- 
ceived for  answer  a  message,  importing  that 
the  person's  name  was  unknown  to  him,  and 
his  business  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  could 
not  be  disclosed  to  any  one  .but  the  commo- 
dore himself,  whom  he  earnestly  desired  to 
see  without  loss  of  time. 

Trunnion,  surprised  at  this  importunity, 
goi  up  with  great  reluctance,  in  the  middle 
of  Ids  meal,  and  descending  to  a  parlour 
where  the  stranger  was,  asked  him,  in  a  sur- 
ly tone,  what  he  wanted  v.'ith  him  in  such  a 
damn'd  hurr}^  that  he  could  not  wait  till  he 
had  made  an  end  of  his  mess.  The  other, 
not  at  all  disconcerted  at  this  rough  address, 
advanced  close  up  to  him  on  his  tiptoes,  and, 
with  a  look  of  confidence  and  conceit,  lay- 
ing his  mouth  to  one  side  of  the  commodore's 
head,  whispered  softly  in  his  ear, — "  Sir,  I 
am  the  attorney  whom  you  wanted  to  con- 
verse with  in  private."  "The  attorney]" 
cried  Trunnion,  staring  and  half  choked  with 
choler.  "  Yes,  sir,  at  you  service,"  replied 
this  retainer  to  the  law,  "and,  if  you  please, 
the  sooner  we  dispatch  the  affair  the  better, 
for  it  is  an  old  observation  that  delay  breeds 
danger."  "Truly,  brother,"  said  the  com- 
modore, who  could  no  longer  contain  him- 
eelf,  "  I  do  confess  that  I  am  very  much  of 
your  way  of  thinking,  d'ye  see;  and  there- 
fore you  shall  be  dispatched  in  a  trice  :"  so 
Baying,  ho  lifted  up  his  walking  staff,  which 
was  something  between  a  crutch  and  a  cud- 
gel, and  discharged  it  with  such  energy  on 
the  seat  of  the  attorney's  understanding,  that, 
if  there  had  been  any  thing  but  solid  bone, 
the  contents  of  his  skull  must  have  been 
evacuated. 

Fortified  as  he  was  by  nature  against  all 
Buch  assaults,  he  could  not  withstand  the 
momentum  of  thi  blow,  wh'di  in  an  instant 


laid  him  flat  on  the  floor,  deprived  of  all  sense 
and  motion  ;  and  Trunnion  hopped  up  staira 
to  dinner,  applauding  himself  in  ejaculationa 
all  the  way  for  the  vengeance  he  had  taken 
on  such  an  impudent  pettifogging  miscreant. 
The  attorney  no  sooner  awaked  from  his 
trance,  in  which  he  had  been  so  unexpect- 
edly lulled,  than  he  cast  his  eyes  around  in 
quest  of  evidence,  by  which  he  might  be  en- 
abled the  more  easily  to  prove  the  injury  he 
had  sustained;  but  not  a  soul  appearing,  he 
made  shift  to  get  upon  his  legs  again,  and. 
with  the  blood  trickling  over  his  nose,  fol- 
lowed one  of  the  servants  into  the  dining 
room,  resolved  to  come  to  an  e.xplanation 
with  the  assailant,  and  either  extort  money 
from  him  by  way  of  satisfaction,  or  provoke 
him  to  a  second  application  before  witnesses. 
With  this  view  he  entered  the  room  in  a  peal 
of  clamour,  to  the  amazement  of  all  present, 
and  the  terror  of  Mrs  Trunnion,  who  shriek- 
ed at  the  appearance  of  such  a  spectacle  , 
and  addressing  himself  to  the  commodore, 
"  I'll  tell  you  what,  sir,"  said  he,  "  if  there 
be  h\v  in  England,  I'll  make  you  smart  for 
this  here  assault ;  yoa  think  you  have  screen- 
ed  yourself  from  a  prosecution,  by  sending 
all  your  servants  out  of  the  way,  but  that 
circumstance  will  appear  upon  trial  to  be  a 
plain  proof  of  the  malice  prepense  with  which 
the  fact  was  committed,  aspecially  when  cor- 
roborated by  the  evidence  of  this  here  letter, 
under  your  own  hand,  whereby  I  am  desired 
to  come  to  your  own  house  to  transact  an 
affair  of  consequence."  So  saying,  he  pro- 
duced the  writing',  and  read  the  contents  in 
these  words  : 

"Mr  Roger  Ravine, 
"  Sir, — Being  in  a  manner  prisoner  in  my 
own  house,  I  desire  you  will  give  me  a  call 
precisely  at  three  o'clock  in  the  aflernoon, 
and  insist  upon  seeing- me  myself,  as  I  have  an 
affair  of  great  consequence,  in  which  your 
particular  advice  is  wanted,  by  your  humble 
servant. 

"  Hawser  Trunnion." 
The  one-eyed  commander,  who  had  been 
satisfied  with  the  chastisement  he  had  already 
bestowed  upon  the  plaintiff,  hearing  him  read 
this  audacious  piece  of  forgery,  which  he  con- 
sidered as  the  effect  of  his  own  villany,  start- 
ed up  from  table,  and  seizing  a  huge  turkey 
that  lay  in  a  dish  before  him,  would  have  ap- 
plied it  sauce  and  all,  by  way  of  poultice  to 
ins  wound,  had  he  not  been  restrained  by 
Hatchway,  who  laid  fast  hold  on  both  his 
arms,  and  fixed  him  to  his  chair  again,  advis- 
ing the  attorney  to  sheer  off  with  what  he  had 
got.  Far  from  following  this  salutary  coun- 
sel, he  redoubled  his  threats,  and  set  Trun- 
nion atdcfiance,  telling  him  he  was  not  a  man 
of  true  courage,  although  he  had  commanded  a 
ship  of  war,  or  else  he  would  not  have  attack- 
ed any  person  in  such  a  cowardly  and  clandes- 
tine manner.  This  provocation  would  hava 
answered  his  purpose  effectually,  had  not  hu 
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adversary's  indignation  been  repressed  by 
the  suggestions  of  tlie  lieutenant,  who  do- 
sired  liis  friend,  in  a  whisper,  to  be  easy,  for 
tic  would  take  care  to  have  the  attorney  toss- 
ed in  a  blanket  for  his  presumption.  This 
proposal,  wliich  ho  received  with  great  ap- 
probation, pacilied  him  in  a  moment :  lie 
wiped  the  sweat  from  his  forehead,  and  his 
features  relaxed  into  a  grim  smile. 

Hatchway  disappeared,  and  Ravine  pro- 
ceeded with  grent  lliiency  of  abuse,  until  he 
vas  interruptcc^  by  the  arrival  of  Pipes,  who, 
without  any  expostulation,  led  him  out  by  the 
hand,  and  conducted  him  to  the  yard,  where 
he  was  put  into  a  carpet,  and  in  a  twinkling 
sent  into  the  air  by  the  strength  and  dexter- 
ity of  five  stout  operators,  whom  the  lieuten- 
ant had  selected  from  the  number  of  domes- 
tics flir  that  singular  spell  of  duty. 

Tn  vain  did  the  astonished  vaulter  bog  for 
the  love  of  God  and  passion  of  Christ,  that 
they  would  take  pity  upon  him,  and  put  an 
end  to  his  involuntary  gambols  ;  they  wore 
deaf  to  his  prayers  and  protestations,  even 
when  he  swore,  in  tiie  most  solemn  man- 
ner, that,  if  they  would  cease  tormenting 
him,  he  would  forget  and  forgive  what  was 
past,  and  depart  in  peace  to  his  own  habi- 
tation ;  and  continued  the  game  till  they  were 
fatigued  with  the  exercise. 

Ravine  being  dismissed  in  a  most  melan- 
choly plight,  brought  an  action  of  assault  and 
battery  against  the  commodore,  and  subpoe- 
naed all  the  servants  as  evidences  in  the 
cause ;  but  as  none  of  them  had  seen  what 
happened,  he  did  not  find  his  account  in  tlie 
prosecution,  though  he  himself  examined  all 
he  witnesses,  and,  among  other  questions, 
asked,  whether  they  had  not  seen  him  come 
in  Hke  another  man  !  and  whether  thoy  had 
ever  seen  any  other  man  in  such  a  condition 
as  that  in  which  he  had  crawled  off?  but  this 
last  interrogation  they  were  not  obliged  to 
answer,  because  it  had  a  reference  to  the 
second  discipline  he  had  undergone,  in  which 
they,  and  they  only,  were  concerned  ;  and 
no  person  is  bound  to  give  testimony  against 
himself. 

In  short,  the  attor.iey  was  nonsuited,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  who  knew  him,  and 
found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  proving 
that  he  had  received,  in  course  of  post,  the 
letter  which  was  declared  in  court  a  scanda- 
lous forgery,  in  order  to  prevent  an  indict- 
ment with  which  he  was  threatened  by  the 
commodore,  who  little  dreamed  that  the 
whole  affair  had  been  planned  and  executed 
by  Peregrine  and  his  associates. 

The  next  enterprise  in  which  tnis  trium- 
virate engaged,  was  a  scheme  to  frighten 
Trunnion  with  an  apparition,  which  they 
prepared  and  executed  in  this  manner : — To 
the  hide  of  a  large  ox,  Pipes  fitted  a  leathern 
vizor,  of  a  most  terrible  appearance,  stretch- 
ed on  the  jaws  of  a  shark,  which  he  had 
wrought  fr^ci  sea,  and  accommodated  with  a 


couple  of  broad  glasses,  instead  of  eyes.  On 
the  inside  of  these  he  placed  two  rush-lights, 
and  with  a  composition  of  sulphur  and  salt- 
])etre,  made  a  pretty  large  fuse,  which  he  fix- 
ed between  two  rows  of  the  teeth.  Thi.»« 
equipage  being  finished,  he,  one  dark  night, 
chosen  for  the  purpose,  put  it  on,  and  follow- 
ing the  commodore  into  a  long  passage,  in 
wiiich  he  was  preceded  by  Perry  with  a  l^ght 
in  his  hand,  kindled  liis  fire-woric  wilb  6 
match,  and  began  to  bellow  like  a  bull.— 
The  boy,  as  it  was  concerted,  looking  be- 
hind him,  screamed  aloud,  and  dropped  the 
light,  wliich  was  extinguished  in  the  fall  : 
when  Trunnion,  alarmed  at  his  nephew's  con- 
sternation, exclaimed, — "  Zounds  !  what's 
the  matter  !"  And  turnino-  about  to  see  tire 
cause  of  his  dismay,  beheld  a  hideous  ])lian- 
tom  vomiting  blue  flame,  which  aggravated 
tlie  horrors  of  its  aspect.  He  was  instantly 
seized  witli  an  agony  of  fear,  which  divested 
him  of  Jiis  reason ;  nevertheless,  he,  as  it 
were  mechanically,  raised  his  trusty  sup- 
porter in  his  own  defence,  and  the  apparition 
advancing  towards  him,  aimed  it  at  this 
dreadful  annoyance  with  such  a  convulsive 
exertion  of  strength,  that,  had  not  the  blow 
chanced  to  light  upon  o!ie  of  the  horns,  Mr 
Pipes  would  have  had  no  cause  to  value  him- 
self upon  his  invention.  Misapplied  as  it 
was,  he  did  not  fail  to  stagger  at  the  shock, 
and,  tlreading  another  such  salutation,  clos- 
ed with  the  commodore,  and  having  tripped 
up  his  heels,  retreated  with  great  expedition. 
It  was  then  that  Peregrine,  pretending  to 
recollect  himself  a  little,  ran  with  all  the 
marks  of  disturbance  and  affright,  and  called 
up  the  servants  to  tiio  assistance  of  their 
master,  whom  they  found  in  a  cold  sweat 
upon  the  floor,  his  features  betokening  hor- 
ror and  confiision.  Hatchway  raised  him 
up,  and,  having  comforted  him  withaoupof 
Nantz,  began  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  hia 
disorder;  but  he  could  not  extract  one  word 
of  answer  from  his  friend,  who,  after  a  con- 
siderable pause,  during  wiiich  he  seemed  to 
be  wrapped  up  in  profound  contemplation, 
j)ronounced  aloud. — "  By  the  Lord  !  .Tack, 
you  may  say  what  you  wool ;  but  I'll  be 
damn'd  if  it  was  not  Davy  Jones  himself.  I 
know  him  by  his  saucer-eyes,  his  three  rows 
of  teeth,  his  horns  and  tail,  and  the  blue 
smoke  that  came  out  of  his  nostrils.  What 
does  the  blackguard  hell's  baby  want  with 
me?  I  am  sure  I  never  committed  murder, 
except  in  the  way  of  my  profes:-ion,  nor 
wronged  any  man  whatsomever,  since  I  first 
went  to  sea."  This  same  Davy  Jones,  ac- 
cording to  the  mythology  of  sailors,  is  the 
fiend  that  presides  over  all  the  evil  spirits  of 
the  deep,  and  is  often  seen  in  various  shapes, 
perching  among  the  rigging  on  the  eve  of 
hurricanes,  shipwrecks,  and  other  disasters, 
to  which  a  seafaring  life  is  exposed;  warning 
the  devoted  wretch  of  death  and  wo.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  Trunnion  was  disturbei? 
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by  a  supposed  visit  of  this  demon,  wliich,  in 
liis  opinion,  foreboded  some  dreadful  ca- 
lamity. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

He  is  also,  by  their  advice,  engaged  in  an 
adventure  with  the  exciseman,  who  does 
not  find  his  account  in  his  ow7i  drollery. 

J  lo  wsoEVER  preposterous  and  unaccountable 
that  passion  may  be  which  prompts  persons, 
otherwise  generous  and  sympathising-,  to  af- 
flict aiid  perplex  their  fellow-creatures,  cer- 
tain it  is,  our  confederates  entertained  such 
a  large  proportion  of  it,  that,  not  satisfied 
witli  the  pranks  they  liad  already  played, 
they  still  persecuted  the  commodore  witiiout 
ceasing.  In  the  course  of  his  own  history, 
the  particulars  of  which  he  delighted  to  re- 
count, he  had  often  rehearsed  an  adventure 
of  deer-stealing,  in  which  (during  the  un- 
thinking impetuosity  of  his  youth)  he  had 
been  unfortunately  concerned.  Far  from 
succeeding  in  that  achievement,  he  and  his 
associates  had  (it  seems)  been  made  prison- 
ers, after  an  obstinate  engagement  with  the 
keepers,  and  carried  before  a  neighbouring 
justice  of  the  peace,  who  used  Trunnion 
with  great  indignity,  and  with  his  compan- 
ions conmiitted  him  to  jail. 

His  own  relations,  and  particularly  an  un- 
cle, on  whom  he  chiefly  depended,  treated 
him  during  his  confinement  with  great  rigour 
and  inhumanity,  and  absolutely  refused  to  in- 
terpose their  influence  in  his  behalf,  unless 
he  would  sign  a  writing,  obliging  himself  to 
go  to  sea  within  thirty  days  after  his  release, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  proceeded  against 
as  a  felon.  The  alternative  was,  either  to 
undergo  this  voluntary  exile,  or  remain  in 
prison,  disowned  and  deserted  by  every  body, 
and,  after  all,  sufler  an  ignominious  trial, 
that  might  end  in  a  sentence  of  transporta- 
tion for  life.  lie  therefore,  without  much 
hesitation,  einbraced  the  proposal  of  his 
kinsman,  and  (as  he  observed)  was,  in  less 
than  a  month  atler  his  discharge,  turned 
adrift  to  the  mercy  of  the   wind  and  waves. 

Since  that  period  he  liad  never  maintained 
any  corres])ondcnce  with  his  relations,  all  of 
v/hom  had  concurred  in  sending  him  ofl":  nor 
would  he  ever  pay  the  least  regard  to  the 
Humiliations  and  supplications  of  some 
among  them,  who  had  prostrated  themselves 
before  him,  on  the  advancement  of  his  for- 
tune ;  but  he  retained  a  most  inveterate  re- 
sentment against  his  uncle,  who  was  still  in 
being  though  extremely  old  and  infirm,  and 
frequently  mentioned  his  name  with  all  the 
oitterness  of  revenge. 

_  Perry  being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
-he  particulars  of  this  story,  which  ho  had 
iieard  so  often  repeated,  proposed  to  Hatch- 
way, that  a  person  should  be  'lircd  to  intro- 


duce himself  to  the  commodore,  with  a 
suppositious  letter  of  recommendation  from 
this  detested  kinsman;  an  imposition  that, 
in  all  likelihood,  would  aflTord  abundance  of 
diversion. 

The  lieutenant  relished  the  scheme,  and 
young  Pickle  having  composed  an  epistle  for 
the  occasion,  the  exciseman  of  the  parish,  s 
fellow  of  great  impudence  and  some  humour, 
in  whom  Hatchway  could  confide,  undertook 
to  transcribe  and  deliver  it  with  his  own 
hand,  and  also  personate  the  man  in  whose 
favour  it  was  feigned  to  be  writ.  He  accord- 
ingly one  morning  arrived  on  liorseback  at 
the  garrison,  two  hours  at  least  before  Trun- 
nion used  to  get  up,  and  gave  Pipes,  who 
admitted  him,  to  understand,  that  he  had  a 
letter  for  his  master,  which  he  was  ordered 
to  deliver  to  none  but  the  commodore  him- 
self. This  message  was  no  sooner  commu- 
nicated, than  the  indignant  chief  (who  had 
been  waked  for  the  purpose)  began  to  curse 
the  messenger  for  breaking  liis  rest,  and 
swore  he  would  not  budge  till  his  usual  time 
of  turning  out.  This  resolution  being  con- 
veyed to  the  stranger,  he  desired  the  carrier 
to  go  back  and  tell  him  he  had  such  joyful 
tidings  to  impart  that  he  was  sure  the  com- 
modore would  think  himself  amply  rewarded 
for  his  trouble,  even  if  he  had  been  raised 
from  the  grave  to  I'eceive  them. 

This  assurance,  flattering  as  it  was,  v/ould 
not  have  been  powerfuj  enough  to  persuade 
him,  had  it  not  been  assisted  with  the  ex- 
hortations of  his  spouse,  which  never  failed 
to  influence  his  conduct.  He  therefore  crept 
out  of  bed,  though  not  without  great  repug- 
nance, and,  wrapping  himself  in  his  morning 
gown,  was  supported  down  stairs,  rubbing 
his  eye,  yawning  fearfully,  and  grumbling  all 
the  way.  As  soon  as  he  popped  his  head 
into  the  parlour,  the  supposed  stranger  marie 
divers  awkward  bows,  and  with  a  grinning 
aspect  accosted  him  in  these  words  !  "  Your 
most  humble  servant,  most  noble  commodore: 
I  hope  you  are  in  good  health ;  you  look 
pure  and  hearty  ;  and,  if  it  was  not  for  that 
misfortune  of  your  eye,  one  would  not  desire 
to  see  a  more  pleasant  countenance  in  s 
summer's  day.  Sure  as  I  am  a  living  soul, 
one  would  take  you  to  be  on  this  side  of 
threescore.  Laud  help  us  !  I  should  have 
known  you  to  be  a  Irunnion,  if  I  had  met 
with  you  in  the  midst  of  Salisbury  plain,  as 
the  saying  is."  The  commodore,  who  was 
not  at  all  in  the  humour  of  relishing  such  an 
impertinent  preamble,  interrupted  him  in 
this  place,  saying,  with  a  peevish  accent, 
"  Pshaw  !  pshaw  !  brother,  there's  no  occa- 
sion to  bowse  out  so  much  unnecessary  gum  ; 
if  you  can't  bring  your  discourse  to  bear  on 
the  right  subject,  you  had  much  better  clap  a 
stopper  on  yourtongue,  and  bring  yourself  up, 
d'ye  see :  I  was  told  you  had  something  to 
deliver."  "  Deliver  !"  cried  the  waggish  im- 
postor, "  odds  heart !  I  have  jot  somethiTu; 
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for  you  that  will  make  your  very  entrails  re- 
oice  within  vour  body. "  Here's  a  letter  from 
a  dear  and  worthy  friend  of  yours.  Take, 
read  it,  and  be  happv.  Ulossin-rs  on  Ins  old 
heart  !  one  would  think  he  had  renewed  his 
age,  like  the  eayles."  Trunnion'.s  expecta- 
tion beintr  thus  raised,  he  called  for  his  spec- 
tacles, uTljusted  them  to  his  eye,  took  the 
letier,  and,  being  curious  to  know  the  sub- 
Bcription,  no  sooner  perceived  his  uncle's 
name,  than  he  started  back,  his  lip  quivered, 
^nd  he  began  to  shake  in  every  limb  with  re- 
sentment °and  surprise;  nevertheless,  eager 
to  know  the  subject  of  an  epistle  iVoin  a  per- 
son who  had  never  before  troubled  him  with 
any  sort  of  address,  he  endeavoured  to  recol- 
lect himself,  and  perused  the  contents,  which 
were  these ; 

"  Loving  Nkphtw, 

"  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  rejoiced  to 
hear  of  my  wcliaro  ;  and  well  you  may,  con- 
sidering what  a  kind  uncle  I  have  been  to 
you  in°the  days  of  your  youth,  and  how  lit- 
tle you  deserved   any  such  thing ;    for  you 
was'alwavs  a  graceless  young  man,  given  to 
v.-icked  courses  and  bad  company,  whereby 
yon  would  have  come  to  a  shameful  end,  had 
it  not  been  for  my  care   in   sending  you  out 
of  mischiefs  way.     But  this  is  not  the  cause 
of  my    present  "writing.     The    bearer,    Mr 
Timothy  Trickle,  is  a  distant  relation   of 
vours,  being  the  son  of  the  cousin  of  your 
aunt  Margel-v,  and  is  not  over  and  above  well 
as  to  woridly  matters.     He  thinks  of  going 
to  London,  to  see  for  some  post  in  the  ex- 
cise or  customs,  if  so  be  that  you  will  recom- 
mend  him  to  some  great  man  of  your  ac- 
quaintance, and  give  him  a  small  matter  to 
keep  him  till  he  is  provided.     I  doubt  not, 
nephew,  but  vou  will  be  glad  to  serve  him, 
if  it  was  no  'more  but  for  the  respect  you 
bear  to  me,  who  am,  loving  nephew,  your 
affectionate  uncle,  and  servant  to  command, 

"  TOBIAH  TnrNMON." 

Tt  would  be  a  difficult  task  for  the  inimita- 
ble Hogarth  himself  to  exhibit  the  ludicrous 
expression  of  the  commodore's  countenance, 
while  he  read  this  letter.     It  was  not  a  stare 
of  astonishment,  a  convulsion  of  rage,  or  a 
ghastlv  grin  of  revenge,  but  an  association 
of  all  three,  tl-.at  took  possession  of  his  fea- 
tures.    At  length  he  liawked  up,  with  incre- 
dible   straining,   the    interjection    ah  !    that 
Bcemcd   to   have   stuck   some   time    in    his 
windpipe,  and  thus  gave  vent  to  his  indigna- 
tion:   "Have  I  come  alongside  of  yon  at 
last,  you  old  stinking  curmudgeon  !     You  lie, 
you  lousy  hulk,  you  lie — you  did  all  in  your 
power  to  founder  me  when  I  was  a  stripling  ; 
and  as  for  being  graceless,  and  wicked,  arid 
keeping  bad  company,  you  tell  a  damned  lie 
again,  "you   thief;    there   was   not   a   more 
neaceable  lad  in  the  county,  and  I  kept  no 
bad  company  but  your  own,  d'ye  see.  There- 
t'ore,  you  Trickle",  or  what's  your  name,  tell 
Iho  old  rascrvl  that  sent  you  hither,   that  I 


spit  in  his  face,  and  call  him  horse  ;  that  1 
tear  his  letter  into  rags,  so  ;  and  that  I  tram- 
ple ujjon  it  as  I  woidd  upon  his  own  villanou? 
carcass,  d'ye  see."  So  saying,  he  danced 
in  a  sort  of" frenzy  upon  the  fragments  of  tho 
paper,  which  he  had  scattered  about  tho 
room,  to  the  inexpressible  satisfaction  of  the 
triumvirate,  who  beheld  the  scene. 

Tiie  exciseman  having  got  between  him 
and  the  door,   which  was  left  open   for  his 
escape,   in  case  of  necessity,  afiecfed  great 
confusion  and  surprise  at  his  behaviour,  say- 
inf,  with  an  air  of  mortification, — "  Lord  be 
merciful  unto  me  !  is  this  the  way  you  treat 
your  own  relations,  and  tho  recommendation 
of  you  best  friend  I     Surely  all  gratitude  and 
virtue  have  left  this  sinful  world  !     What  will 
cousin  Tim,  and  Dick,  and  Tom,  and  good 
mother  Pipkin,  and  her  daughters,  cousins 
Sue,  and  Prue,  and  Peg,  with  all  the  rest  of 
our  kinsfolk,  say,  when  they  hear  of  this  un- 
conscionable  reception  that  I  have  met  with  ] 
Consider,  sir,  that  ingratitiide  is  worse  than 
the  sin  of  witchcraft,  as  the  apostle  wisely 
observes  ;  and  do  not  send  me  away  with 
such  unchristian    usage,   which  will   lay   a 
heavy  load  of  guilt  upon  your  poor  miserable 
soul."     "  What,   you  are  on  a  cruise  for  a 
post,  brother  Trickle,  an't  ye?"  (said  Trun- 
nion,  interrupting  him)  "wo  shall  find  a  post 
for  you  in  a  trice,  my  boy.     Here,  Pipes, 
take  this  saucy  son  of  a  bitch,  belay  him  to 
the  wliipping-"post  in  the  yard.     I'll   teach 
you  to  rouse  me  in  the  morning  with  such 
impertinent  messages."     Pipes,  who  wanted 
to  carry  the  ioke  farther  than  the  exciseman 
dreamed  of,  laid  hold  of  him  in  a  twinkling, 
and  executed  the  orders  of  his  commander, 
notwithstanding  all  his  nods,  winking,  and 
significant  gestures,  which  the  boatswain's 
mate  would  bv  no  means   understand  :    so 
that  he  began  to  repent  of  the  part  he  acted 
in  this  perfonnancc,  v.-hich  was  like  to  end 
so  tragically,  and  stood  fastened  to  the  stake, 
in  a  very   disagreeable  state    of   suspense, 
casting   many   a   rueful    look  over    lus   left 
shouklcr  (while  Pipes  was  absent  in  quest  of 
a  cat-o'-niue  tails),  in  expectation  of  being 
relieved  by  the  interposition  of  the  lieuten- 
ant,  who  did  not,  however,  appear.     Tom, 
returning  with  th.e  instrument  of  correction, 
undressed    the    delinquent  in    a   trice,   and 
whispering  in  his  car  that  he  was  very  sorry 
for  being^'employed   in  such  an   office,  but 
durst  nol  for  his"  soul  disobey  the  orders  of 
his  commander,  flourished  the  scourge  about 
his    head,    and,    with    admirable    dexterity, 
made    such   a  smarting   application  to   the 
ofiender's  back  and  shoulders,  that  tlio  dis- 
tracted gnuger  performed  sundry  new  cn^fi 
with  his  fee"t,  and  bellowed  hideoiusly  witii 
pain,  to  the  infinite  satisfaction  of  the  spec- 
tators. At  length,  when  he  was  almost  fleaed 
from   liis  rump   to  the   nape   of  his    neck. 
Hatchway,  who  iiad  purposely  absented  him. 
self  liifherto,  appeared  in  the  yard,  and  intef. 
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posing  in  his  behalf,  prevailed  upon  Trunnion 
to  call  off  the  executioner,  and  ordered  the 
malefactor  to  be  released. 

The  exciseman,  mad  with  the  catastrophe 
he  Lad  undergone,  threatened  to  be  reveng- 
ed upon  his  employers,  by  making  a  candid 
confession  of  tlie  whole  plot ;  but  the  lieu- 
tenant giving  him  to  understand,  that,  in  so 
doing,  he  would  bring  upon  himself  a  prose- 
cution for  fraud,  forgery,  and  imposture,  he 
was  fain  to  put  up  with  his  loss,  and  sneaked 
out  of  the  garrison,  attended  with  a  volley 
of  curses  discharged  upon  him  by  the  com- 
modore, who  was  exceedingly  irritated  by 
the  disturbance  and  disappointment  he  had 
undergone. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

The  commodore  detects  the  machinations 
of  the  conspirators,  and  hires  a  tutor  for 
Peregrine,  whom  he  settles  at  Winches- 
ter school. 

This  was  not  the  least  affliction  he  suffered 
from  the  unwearied  endeavours  and  unex- 
hausted invention  of  his  tormentors,  who 
harassed  him  with  such  a  variety  of  mischiev- 
ous pranks,  that  he  began  to  think  all  the 
devils  in  hell  had  conspired  against  his 
peace  ;  and  accordingly  became  very  serious 
and  contemplative  on  the  subject. 

In  the  course  of  his  meditations,  when  lie 
recollected  and  compared  the  circumstances 
of  every  mortification  to  which  he  had  been 
lately  exposed,  he  could  not  help  suspecting 
that  some  of  them  must  have  been  contrived 
to  vex  him  ;  and,  as  he  was  not  ignorant  of 
his  lieutenant's  disposition,  nor  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  talents  of  Peregrine,  he  resolved 
to  observe  them  both  for  the  future  with  the 
utmost  care  and  circumspection.  This  re- 
solution, aided  by  the  incautious  conduct  of 
the  conspirators,  whom,  by  tJiis  time,  suc- 
cess had  rendered  heedless  and  indiscreet, 
was  attended  with  the  desired  effect.  He  in 
a  little  time  detected  Perry  in  a  new  plot, 
and,  by  dint  of  a  little  chastisement  and  a 
great  many  threats,  extorted  from  him  a 
confession  of  all  the  contrivances  in  which 
he  had  been  concerned.  The  commodore 
was  thunderstruck  at  the  discovery,  and  so 
much  incensed  against  Hatchway  for  the 
part  he  had  acted  in  the  whole,  that  he  de- 
liberated w'ith  himself  whether  he  should 
demand  satisfaction  with  sword  and  pistol, 
or  dismiss  him  from  the  garrison,  and  re- 
nounce all  friendship  with  him  at  once.  But 
he  had  been  so  long  accustomed  to  .Tact's 
company,  tliat  he  could  not  live  without 
him;  and,  upon  more  cool  reflection,  per- 
ceiving that  what  he  had  done  was  rather 
t},c  effect  of  wantonness  than  malice,  which 
'le  himself  would  have  laughed  to  see  take 
place  upon  any  otjier  person,  he  determined 


to  devour  liis  chagrin,  and  extend  his  for- 
giveness even  to  Pipes,  whom,  in  the  fir^ 
sally  of  his  passion,  he  had  looked  upon  in 
more  criminal  light  than  that  of  a  simple 
mutineer.  This  determ.ination  was  second- 
ed by  another,  which  he  thought  absolute'.y 
necessary  for  his  own  repose,  and  in  which 
his  own  interest  and  that  of  his  nephew  con- 
curred. 

Peregrine,  who  was  now  turned  of  twelve, 
had  made  such  advances  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Jennings,  that  he  often  disputed  upon 
grammar,  and  was  sometimes  thought  to 
have  the  better  in  liis  contests  with  the 
parish  priest,  who,  notwithstanding  this  ac- 
knowledged superiority  of  his  antagonist,  did 
great  justice  to  his  genius,  which  he  assured 
Mr  Trunnion  would  be  lost  for  want  of  cul- 
tivation, if  the  boy  was  not  immediately  sent 
to  prosecute  his  studies  at  some  proper  se- 
minary of  learning. 

This  maxim  had  been  more  than  once  in- 
culcated upon  the  commodore  by  Mrs  Trun- 
nion, who,  over  and  above  the  deference  she 
paid  to  the  parson's  opinion,  had  a  reason 
of  her  own  for  wishing  to  see  the  house  clear 
of  Peregrine,  at  whose  prying  disposition 
she  began  to  be  very  uneasy,  induced  by 
these  motives,  which  were  joined  by  the  so- 
licitation of  the  youth  himself,  who  ardently 
longed  to  see  a  little  more  of  the  world,  his 
uncle  determined  to  send  him  forthwith  to 
Winchester,  under  the  immediate  care  and 
inspection  of  a  governor,  to  whom  he  allow- 
ed a  very  handsome  appointment  for  that 
purpose.  Tliis  gentleman,  whose  name  was 
Mr  Jacob  Jolter,  had  been  school- fellow 
with  the  parson  of  the  parish,  who  recom 
mended  him  to  Mrs  Trunnion  as  a  person 
of  great  worth  and  learning,  in  every  respect 
qualified  for  the  office  of  a  tutor.  He  like- 
wise added,  by  way  ofeulogium,  that  he  was 
a  man  of  exemplary  piety,  and  particulariy 
zealous  for  the  honour  of  the  church,  oi" 
which  he  Vv^as  a  member,  having  been  many 
years  in  holy  orders,  though  he  did  not  then 
exercise  any  function  of  the  priesthood.  In- 
deed Mr  Jolter's  zeal  was  so  exceedingly 
fervent,  as  on  some  occasions  to  get  the  bet- 
ter of  his  discretion;  for,  being  a  high 
churchman,  and  of  consequence  a  malcon- 
tent, his  resentment  was  habituated  into  an 
insurmountable  prejudice  against  the  present 
disposition  of  affairs,  which,  by  confoundintr 
the  nation  with  the  ministry,  sometimes  led 
him  into  erroneous,  not  to  say  absurd,  calcu- 
lations ;  otherwise  a  man  of  good  morals,  wel 
versed  in  mathematics  and  school  divinity 
studies  which  had  not  at  all  contributed  to 
sweeten  and  unbend  the  natural  sourness 
and  severity  of  liis  complexion. 

This  gentleman  being  destined  to  the 
charge  of  superintending  Perry's  education, 
every  tiling  was  prepared  for  their  departure  ; 
and  Tom  Pipes,  in  consequence  of  his  own 
petition,  put  into  livery,  and  appointed  foot- 
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man  to  tlic  yountj;'  squire.  But  before  tlicy 
set  out,  llic  coinmodore  paid  the  coinpliinnnt 
of  coniinuiiicatiiii^  liis  do.siirii  to  Mr  Picido, 
who  npi)ruved  of  the  plan,  tliouijh  he  durst 
not  venture  to  see  the  boy  ;  so  much  was  he 
intimidated  by  tlie  remonstrances  of  his  wife, 
whose  adversiv)n  to  licr  iirst-born  became 
every  day  more  inveterate  and  unaccountable. 
Tliis  unnatural  caprice  seemed  to  be  sup- 
ported by  a  consideration  wiiich  (one  would 
imagine)  might  have  rather  vanquished  lier 
disgust.  Her  second  son  Gam,  who  was 
now  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  age,  iiad  been 
rickety  from  the  cradle,  and  as  rcinarUably 
unpromising  in  appearance  as  Perry  was 
agreeable  in  his  person.  As  the  deformity 
increased,  the  mother's  fondness  was  aug- 
mented, and  the  virulence  of  .her  hate  against 
the  other  son  seemed  to  prevail  in  the  sans 
proportion. 

Far  from  allowing  Perry  tlie  common  priv- 
ileges of  a  child,  she  would  not  suifer  him  to 
approach  his  fath.er's  house,  expressed  unea- 
siness whenever  his  name  happened  to  be 
mentioned,  sickened  at  his  praise,  and  in  all  re- 
spects behaved  like  a  most  rancorous  step-mo- 
ther. Though  she  no  longer  retained  that  ri- 
diculous notion  of  his  being  an  impostor,  she 
still  continued  to  abhor  him,  as  if  she  really 
believed  him  to  be  such  ;  and  when  any  per- 
son desired  to  know  the  cause  of  her  surpris- 
ing dislike,  she  always  lost  her  tem])er,  and 
peevishly  replied,  that  she  had  reasons  of 
her  own,  wliich  she  was  not  obliged  to  de- 
clare ;  nay,  so  much  was  she  affected  by  this 
vitious  partiality,  that  she  broke  off  all  com- 
merce with  her  sister-in-law  and  the  connno- 
dore,  because  they  favoured  the  ])oor  child 
with  their  countenance  and  protection. 

Her  malice,  however,  was  frustrated  by 
the  love  and  generosity  of  Trunnion,  who, 
having  adopted  him  as  his  own  son,  equip- 
ped him  accordingly,  and  carried  him  and  his 
governor  in  his  own  coach  to  the  place  of 
destination,  where  they  were  settled  on  a 
very  genteel  footing,  and  every  thing  regu- 
lated according  to  their  desires. 

Mrs  Trunnion  behaved  with  great  decency 
at  the  departure  of  her  nephew,  to  whom, 
with  a  great  many  pious  advices  and  injunc- 
tions to  behave  with  submission  and  rever- 
ence towards  his  tutor,  she  ])resontcd  a  dia- 
mond ring  of  small  value,  and  a  gold  medal, 
as  tokens  of  her  affection  and  esteem.  As 
for  the  lieutenant,  he  accompanied  them  in 
the  coach;  and  such  was  the  friendship  he 
had  contracted  for  Perry,  that,  when  the 
commodore  proposed  to  return,  after  having 
accomplished  the  intent  of  his  journey.  Jack 
absohitely  refused  to  attend  him,  and  signi- 
fied his  resolution  to  stay  where  he  was. 

Trunnion  was  the  more  startled  at  this 
declaration,  as  Hatchway  '^"as  become  so 
necessary  to  him  in  almost  all  the  purposes 
of  his  life,  that  he  foresaw  he  slioidd  not  be 
sble  to  exist  without  his  company.     Not  a 


little  affected  with  this  consideration,  he 
turned  his  eye  ruefully  upon  the;  lieutenant 
saying,  in  a  piteous  tone. — "  What  leave 
me  at  last.  Jack,  after  we  have  weathered  sc 
many  hard  gales  together?  Damn  my  limbs' 
I  thought  you  had  been  more  of  an  hone^'t 
heart :  I  looked  upon  you  as  my  foremas;t, 
and  Tom  Pipes  as  my  mizen  ;  now  he  is  car- 
ried away,  if  so  be  as  you  go  too,  n)y  stand- 
ing rigging  being  decayed,  d'ye  see,  the  first 
squall  will  bring  me  by  the  board.  Damn 
ye,  if  in  case  I  have  given  offence,  can't  you 
speak  above  board,  and  I  shall  make  you 
amends." 

Jack  being  ashamed  to  own  the  true  situ- 
ation of  his  thoughts,  after  some  hesitation, 
answered  with  perplexity  and  incoherence, 
— "  No,  dcmme  !  that  an't  the  case  neither  ; 
to  be  sure  you  always  used  me  in  an  otticer- 
like  manner,  that  I  must  own,  to  give  the 
devil  his  due,  as  the  saying  is ;  but  for  all  that, 
this  here  is  the  case,  I  have  some  thoughts 
of  going  to  school  m\-self  to  learn  your  Latin 
lingo  ;  for,  as  the  saying  is,  belter  lute  mend 
than  never;  and  I  am  informed  as  how  one 
can  get  more  for  the  money  here  than  any 
where  else." 

In  vain  did  Trunnion  end:'avour  to  con- 
vince him  of  the  folly  of  going  to  school  at 
his  years,  by  representing  tliat  tlie  boys  would 
make  game  of  him,  and  that  he  would  become 
a  laughing-stock  to  all  the  world  ;  he  persist- 
ed in  his  resolution  to  stay,  and  the  comm:.- 
dore  was  fain  to  liave  recourse  to  the  medi- 
tion  of  Pipes  and  Perry,  who  employed 
their  influence  with  Jack,  and  at  last  prevail- 
ed upon  him  to  return  to  the  garrison,  after 
Trunnion  had  promised  he  should  be  at  lib- 
erty to  visit  them  once  a  month.  This  stip- 
ulation being  settled,  he  and  his  friend  took 
leave  of  the  pupil,  governor,  and  attendant, 
and  next  morning  set  out  for  their  habitation, 
which  they  reached  in  safety  that  same  night. 

Such  was  Hatchway's  reluctance  to  leave 
Peregrine,  that  he  is  said,  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life,  to  have  looked  misi.^  at  parting  ,• 
certain  I  am,  that  on  the  road  Jiotnewards 
after  a  long  pause  of  silence,  which  the  com 
modorc;  never  dreamed  of  interrupting,  ho 
exclaimed  all  of  a  sudden,  "  Pll  be  damn'd  if 
the  dog  han't  given  me  some  stuft'to  make 
me  love  him."  Indeed  there  was  something 
congenial  in  the  disposition  of  these  two 
friends,  whicli  never  failed  to  manifest  itscl. 
in  the  sequel,  howsoever  dirierent  their  edu- 
cation, circumstances,  and  connexions  hap- 
pened to  be. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Pererrrine  distingiiiahes  himself  among  hit 
school-fellows,  exposes  his  tntor,  and  at' 
tracts  the  particular  notice  of  the  master 

Thu.s  left  to  the  prosecution  of  his  studies 


34 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


Peregrine  was  in  a  little  time  a  distinguish- 
ed cliaracter,  not  only  for  hi"  acuteness  of 
appr-ehension,  but  also  for  that  mischievous 
fertility  of  fancy,  of  which  we  have  already 
given  such  pregnant  examples.  But,  as  there 
was  a  great  number  of  such  luminaries  in  this 
new  sphere  to  which  he  belonged,  his  talents 
were  not  so  conspicuous,  while  they  shone 
in  his  single  capacity,  as  they  afterwards  ap- 
peared, when  they  concentered  and  reflected 
the  rays  of  the  whole  constellation. 

At  tirst  he  confined  himself  to  piddling 
game,  exercising  his  genius  upon  his  own  tu- 
tor, who  attracted  his  attention  by  endea- 
vouring to  season  his  mind  with  certain  po- 
litical maxims,  the  fallacy  of  which  he  had 
discernment  enough  to  perceive.  Scarce  a 
day  passsd  in  which  he  did  not  find  means  to 
render  Mr  Jolter  the  object  of  ridicule  ;  his 
violent  prejudices,  ludicrous  vanity,  awkward 
solemnity,  and  ignorance  of  mankind,  afford- 
ed continual  food  for  the  raillery,  petulance, 
and  satire  of  his  pupil,  who  never  neglected 
an  opportunity  of  laughing,  and  making 
others  laugh,  at  his  expense. 

Sometimes,  in  their  parties,  by  mixing 
brandy  in  his  wine,  he  decoyed  this  peda- 
gogue into  a  debauch,  during  which  his  cau- 
tion forsook  him,  and  he  exposed  himself  to 
the  censure  of  the  company.  Sometimes, 
whbn  the  conversation  turned  upon  intricate 
subjects,  he  practised  upon  him  the  Socratic 
method  of  confutation,  and,  under  pretence 
of  being  informed,  by  an  artful  train  of  puz- 
i.Ymg  questions,  insensibly  betrayed  him  into 
self-contradiction. 

All  the  remains  of  authority  which  he  had 
hitherto  preserved  over  Peregrine  soon  van- 
ished; so  that,  for  the  future,  no  sort  of  cer- 
emony subsisted  betwixt  them,  and  all  Mr 
.Toiler's  precepts  were  conveyed  in  hints  of 
friendly  advice,  which  the  other  might  either 
follow  or  neglect  at  his  own  pleasure.  No 
wonder  then  that  Peregrine  gave  a  loose  to 
his  inclinations,  and  by  dint  of  genius,  and 
an  enterprising  temper,  made  a  figure  among 
the  younger  class  of  heroes  in  the  school. 

Before  he  had  been  a  full  year  at  Win- 
chester, he  had  signalized  himself  in  so  many 
achievements  in  defiance  to  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  place,  that  he  was  looked 
upon  with  admiration,  and  actually  chosen 
dux,  or  leader,  by  a  large  body  of  his  con- 
temporaries. It  was  not  long  before  his 
fame  reached  the  ears  of  his  master,  who 
sent  for  Mr  Jolter,  communicated  to  him 
the  informations  he  had  received,  and  desir- 
ed him  to  check  the  vivacity  of  liis  charge, 
and  redouble  his  vigilance  in  time  to  come, 
else  he  should  be  obliged  to  make  a  public 
example  of  his  pupi'.  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school. 

The  governor,  conscious  of  his  own  unim- 
Dortance,  was  not  a  little  disconcerted  at  this 
injunction,  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
fulfil  by  any  compulsive  means.     He  there- 


fore went  home  in  a  very  pensive  mood,  ar..^, 
after  mature  deliberation,  resolved  to  expos- 
tulate with  Peregrine  in  the  most  familir.i 
terms,  and  endeavour  to  dissuade  him  fronj 
practices  which  might  affect  his  character  as 
well  as  interest.  He  accordingly  frankly  tcld 
him  the  subject  of  the  master's  discourse,  re- 
presented the  disgrace  he  might  incur  by  ne- 
glecting this  warning,  and,  putting  him  ii) 
mind  of  his  own  situation,  hmted  the  conse- 
quences of  the  commodore's  displeasure,  in 
case  he  should  be  brought  to  disapprove  of 
his  conduct.  These  insinuations  made  the 
greater  impression,  as  they  were  delivered 
with  many  expressions  of  friendship  and  con- 
cern. The  young  gentleman  was  not  so 
raw  but  that  he  could  perceive  the  solidity  of 
Mr  Joker's  advice,  to  which  he  promised  to 
conform,  because  his  pride  was  interested  in 
the  affair;  and  he  considered  his  own  refor- 
mation as  the  only  means  of  avoiding  that 
infamy  which  (even  in  idea)  he  could  not 
bear. 

His  governor,  finding  him  so  reasonable!, 
profited  by  these  moments  of  reflection,  ant!, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  relapse,  proposed  that 
he  should  engage  in  some  delightful  study, 
that  would  agreeably  amuse  his  imagination, 
and  gradually  detach  him  from  those  connex- 
ions which  had  invo'vcd  him  in  so  many 
troublesome  adventure.;.  For  this  purpose, 
he,  with  many  rapturous  encomiums,  recom 
mended  the  mathematics,  as  yielding  more 
rational  and  sensible  pleasure  to  a  youthfu. 
fancy  tnan  any  other  subject  of  contempla- 
tion, and  actually  began  to  read  Euclid  with 
him  that  same  afternoon. 

Peregrine  entered  upon  this  branch  of 
learning  with  all  that  warmth  of  application 
which  boys  commonly  yield  on  the  first 
change  of  study;  but  he  had  scarce  advanced 
beyond  the  pons  asinornm  when  his  ardour 
abated ;  the  test  of  truth  by  demonstration 
did  not  elevatfs  Iiim  to  those  transports  of 
joy  with  which  his  preceptor  had  regaled  his 
expectation  ;  and  before  he  arrived  at  the  for- 
tieth-and-seventh  proposition,  he  began  to 
j'awn  drearily,  make  abundance  of  wry  faces, 
and  thought  himself  but  indifferently  paid  for 
his  attention,  when  he  shared  the  vast  dis- 
covery of  Pythagoras,  and  understood  that 
the  square  of  the  hypothenuse  was  equal  to 
the  squares  of  the  other  two  sides  of  a  right- 
angled  triangle.  He  was  ashamed,  however, 
to  fail  in  his  undertaking,  and  persevered 
with  great  industry,  until  he  had  finished  the 
first  four  books,  acquired  plain  trigonometry, 
with  the  method  of  algebraical  calculation, 
and  made  himself  well  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  surveying.  But  no  considera- 
tion could  prevail  upon  him  to  extend  hiij 
inquiries  farther  in  this  science,  and  he  re- 
turned with  double  relish  to  his  former  avo- 
cations, like  a  stream,  which,  being  dammed, 
accumulates  more  force,  and  burstingover  it! 
mounds  rushes  down  with  do  ible  impetuosity 
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Mr  Joltorpaw  A'itli  astoiii^liiiicnt  and  cliu- 
grin,  but  could  not  resist  tlie  torrent.  His 
beliavioiir  was  now  no  other  than  a  scries 
of  license  nud  cfironterv ;  prank  succeeded 
prank,  and  outrage  followed  outrage,  with 
surprising  velocity.  Complaints  were  every 
4py  prefcrretl  against  him;  in  vain  were  ad- 
monitions bestowed  by  the  governor  in  pri- 
vate, and  menaces  discharged  by  the  masters 
in  public;  he  disregarded  the  first,  despised 
the  latter,  divested  liimsclf  of  all  manner  of 
restraint,  and  proceeded  in  his  career  to  such 
a  pitch  of  audacity,  that  a  consultation  was 
held  upon  the  subject,  in  which  it  was  deter- 
mined that  this  untoward  spirit  should  be 
humbled  by  a  severe  and  ignominious  flog- 
ging for  tiic  very  next  ofl'ence  he  should 
commit.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr  Jolter  was 
desired  to  write,  in  the  master's  name,  to 
the  commodore,  requesting  him  to  remove 
Tom  Pipes  from  the  person  of  iiis  nephew, 
the  said  Pipes  I'cing  a  principal  actor  and 
abettor  in  all  his  malversations;  and  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  monthly  visitations  of  the  mu- 
tilated lieutenant,  who  had  never  once  failed 
to  use  his  permission,  but  came  punctual  to 
a  day,  always  fraught  witii  some  new  inven- 
tion. Indeed,  by  this  time,  Mr  Hatchway 
was  83  well  known,  and  much  better  beloved, 
l)y  every  boy  in  the  school,  than  the  master 
who  instructed  him,  and  always  received  by 
B  number  of  scholars,  who  used  to  attend 
Peregrine  when  ho  went  forth  to  meet  liis 
friend,  and  conduct  him  to  his  lodging  with 
public  testimonies  of  joy  and  applause. 

As  for  Tom  Pipes,  he  was  not  so  properly 
the  attendant  of  Peregrine,  as  master  of  the 
revels  to  the  whole  school.  He  mingled  in 
all  their  parties,  and  superintended  their  di- 
versions, deciding  between  boy  and  boy,  as  if 
he  acted  by  commission  under  the  great  seal. 
He  regulated  their  motions  by  his  whistle, 
instructed  the  young  boys  in  the  games  of 
hustle-cap,  leap-frog,  and  chuck-tarthing; 
impartrd  to  those  of  a  more  advanced  age 
the  sciences  of  cribbage  and  all-fours,  toge- 
ther with  the  method  of  storming  the  castle, 
acting  the  comedy  of  Prince  Arthur,  and  otiier 
pantomimes,  as  they  are  commonly  exhibited 
at  sea;  and  instructed  the  seniors,  who  were 
distinguished  by  the  appellation  of  bloods,  in 
cudgel  playing,  dancing  the  St  Giles's  horn- 
pipe, drinking  flip,  and  smoking  tobacco. 
These  qualifications  had  rendered  him  so 
necessary  and  acceptable  to  the  scholars, 
that,  exclusive  of  Perry's  concern  in  the  af- 
fair, his  dismission,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  produced  some  dangerous  convulsion  in 
the  community.  Jolter,  therefore,  knowing 
his  importance,  informed  his  pupil  of  the  di- 
rections he  had  received,  and  very  candidly 
asked  how  he  should  demean  himself  in  the 
execution,  for  he  durst  not  write  to  the  com- 
•r.odore  without  this  previous  notice,  fearing 
^hat  t'le  you-ig  gentleman,  as  soon  as  he 
should  got  an  inkling  of  the  aff*air,  would  fol- 
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low  the  example,  and  make  his  uncle  ac- 
quainted with  certain  anecdotes,  which  it 
was  the  governor's  interest  to  keej)  conceal- 
ed. Peregrine  was  of  opinion  that  lie  should 
spare  himself  the  trouble  of  conveying  any 
complaints  to  the  commodore;  and  if  qucs-. 
tioned  by  the  master,  assure  him  he  had 
complied  with  his  desire;  at  the  same  tin>.f! 
he  promised  faithfully  to  conduct  himself 
with  such  circimispection  for  the  future,  tliat 
the  masters  should  have  no  temptation  to  re- 
vive the  inquiry.  But  the  resolution  attend- 
ing this  extorted  promise  was  too  frail  to 
last,  and,  in  less  than  a  fortnight,  our  young 
hero  found  himself  entangled  in  an  adventure, 
from  which  he  was  not  extricated  with  his 
usual  good  fortune. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

He  is  concerned  in  a  ilans^crous  adventure 
with  a  certain  gardener — subliines  his 
ideas,  commences  gallant,  and  becomes 
acquainted  with  Miss  Emily  Gauntlet.   * 

He  and  some  of  his  companions  one  day  en- 
tered a  garden  in  the  suburbs,  and,  having 
indulged  their  aijpeLites,  desired  to  know 
what  satisfaction  they  must  make  fur  the 
fruit  they  had  pulled.  The  gardener  demand- 
ed what  (in  their  opinion)  was  an  exorbitant 
price,  and  they,  with  many  opprobrious  terms, 
refused  to  pay  it.  The  peasant  being  purly 
and  untractable,  insisted  upon  his  right;  nei- 
ther was  he  deficient  nor  sparing  in  the  elo- 
quence of  vulgar  abuse.  His  guests  attempted 
to  retreat;  a  scuffle  ensued,  in  which  Pere- 
grine lost  his  cap;  and  the  gardener,  being 
in  danger  from  the  number  of  his  foes,  called 
to  his  v.'ife  to  let  loose  the  dog,  who  instantly 
flinv  to  his  master's  assistance,  and,  after- 
having  tore  the  leg  of  one,  and  the  shoultkr- 
of  another,  put  the  whole  body  of  the  scho- 
lars to  flight.  Enraged  at  tl.e  indignity  which 
had  been  otTered  them,  they  solicited  a  rein-, 
forcemcnt  of  their  friendL),  and,  v/ith  Tom, 
Pipes  at  their  head,  marched  back  to  the  field 
of  battle.  Their  adversary,  seeing  them  ap- 
proach, called  his  apprentice,  who  worked  at' 
the  ol  her  end  of  the  ground,  to  his  assistance,, 
armed  him  with  a  mattock,  while  himself 
wielded  a  hoc,  bolted  his  door  on  tlie  inside, 
and,  flanked  with  his  man  and  maslifr,  waitccl. 
the  attack  without  flinc;hnig.  He  had  not  re- 
mained three  minutes  in  Iiis  posture  of  de- 
fence, when  Pi]ics,  who  acted  as  tlio  enemy's 
furlorn  lioj)e,  advanced  to  tlie  gate  with  great 
iiitreixidity,  and  clapping  his  foot  to  the  door,, 
which  was  none  of  tlie  stoutest,  v/itli  the  ex- 
ecution and  despatch  of  a  petard,  split  it  into 
a  thousand  pieces.  This  sudden  execution 
had  an  immediate  effc;ct  upon  the  'prentice, 
who  retreated  with  great  precipitation,  and 
escaped  at  a  postern.  But  the  master  placed 
himself,  like  another  Hercules,  in  the  breach : 
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and  when  Pipes,  brandishing  his  cudgel,  step- 
ped forward  to  engage  liim,  levelled  hie  wea- 
pon with  such  force  and  dexterity  at  his  head, 
that,  had  the  scull  been  made  of  penetrable 
stuff,  the  iron  edge  must  have  cleft  his  pate 
in  twain.  Casemated  as  he  was,  the  instru- 
ment cut  sheer  even  to  the  bone,  on  which 
It  struck  with  such  amazing  violence,  that 
sparks  of  real  fire  were  produced  by  the  col- 
lision. And  let  not  the  incredulous  reader 
pretend  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  phenome- 
non, until  he  shall  have  first  perused  the  in- 
genious Peter  Kolben's  Natural  History  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  the  inhabi- 
tants commonly  use  to  strike  fire  with  tlie 
shin-bones  of  lions,  which  have  been  killed 
in  that  part  of  Africa. 

Pipes,  though  a  little  disconcerted,  far 
from  being  disabled  by  the  blow,  in  a  trice 
retorted  the  compliment  with  his  truncheon, 
which,  had  not  his  antagonist  expeditiously 
slipped  his  head  aside,  would  have  laid  him 
breathless  across  his  own  threshold ;  but  hap- 
,  pily  for  him,  he  received  the  salutation  upon 
his  right  shoulder,  which  crashed  beneath  the 
stroke,  and  the  hoe  dropped  instantly  from 
his  tingling  hand.  Tom  perceiving,  and  be- 
ing unwilling  to  forego  the  advantage  he  had 
gained,  darted  his  head  into  the  bosom  of 
Uiis  son  of  earth,  and  overturned  him  on  the 
plain,  being  himself  that  instant  assaulted  by 
ihe  mastiff,  who  fastened  upon  the  outside 
of  his  thigh.  Feelin»  himself  incommoded 
by  this  assailant  in  his  rear,  he  quitted  the 
prostrate  gardener  to  the  resentment  of  his 
associates,  who  poured  upon  him  in  shoals, 
and,  turning  about,  laid  hold  with  both  his 
hands  of  this  ferocious  animal's  throat,  which 
he  seized  with  such  incredible  force  and  per- 
severance, that  the  creature  quitted  his  hold, 
his  tongue  lolled  out  of  his  jaws,  the  blood 
started  f\-om  his  eyes,  and  he  swung  a  lifeless 
trunk  between  the  hands  of  his  vanquisher. 

It  was  well  for  his  master  that  he  did  not 
longer  e.xist !  for  by  this  time  he  was  over- 
whelmed by  such  a  multitude  of  foes,  that 
his  whole  body  scarce  afforded  points  of  con- 
tact to  all  the  fists  that  drummed  upon  it ; 
consequently,  to  use   a  vulgar  phrase,   his 
v.-ind  was  almost  knocked  out,  before  Pipes 
liad  leisure  to  interpose  in  his  behalf,  and 
persuade  his  offenders  to  desist,  by  repre- 
senting that  his  wife  had  gone  to  alarm  the 
neighbourhood,   and  that  in  all   probability 
they  would  be  intercepted  in  their  return. 
They   accordingly   listened   to    his    remon- 
-titranccs,   and  marched   homewards   in   tri- 
umph, leaving  the  gardener  in  the  embraces 
of  his  mother  earth,  from  which  he  had  not 
.-(jower  to  move  when   he  was  found  by  his 
disconsolate    helpmate    and    some    friends, 
whom  she  had  assembled  for  his  assistance. 
Among  these  was  a  blacksmith  anJ  a  farrier, 
vi-ho  took  cognizance  of  his  carcass,  every 
limb  of  which  having  examined,  he  declared 
there  was  no  bone  broke,  and,  taking  out  his 


fleam,  blooded  him  plentifully  as  he  lay.  He 
was  then  conveyed  to  his  bed,  from  which  he 
was  not  able  to  stir  during  a  whole  month. 
His  family  coming  upon  the  parish,  a  formal 
complaint  was  made  to  the  master  of  tho 
school,  and  Peregrine  represented  as  the 
ringleader  of  those  who  committed  this  bar- 
barous assault.  An  inquiry  was  immediately 
set  on  foot,  and  the  articles  of  impeachmen. 
being  fully  proved,  our  hero  was  sentenced 
to  be  severely  chastised  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  sciiool.  This  was  a  disgrace,  the 
thoughts  of  which  his  proud  heart  could  not 
brook.  He  resolved  to  make  his  elopement 
rather  than  undergo  the  ptmishment  to  which 
he  was  doomed;  and  having  signified  his  sen- 
timents to  his  confederates,  they  promised, 
one  and  all,  to  stand  by  him,  and  either 
screen  him  from  tlie  chastisement,  or  share 
his  fate. 

Confiding  in  this  friendly  protestation,  he 
appeared  unconcerned  on  the  day  that  was 
appointed  for  his  punishment ;  and,  when  he 
was  called  to  his  destiny,  advanced  towards 
the  scene,  attended  by  the  greatest  part  of 
the  scliolars,  who  intimated  their  determina- 
tion to  the  master,  and  proposed  that  Pere- 
grine  should  be  forgiven.  The  superior  be- 
haved with  that  dignity  of  demeanor  which 
became  his  place,  represented  the  folly  and 
presumption  of  their  demand,  reprehended 
them  for  their  audacious  proceeding,  and 
ordered  every  boy  to  his  respective  station. 
They  obeyed  his  command,  and  our  unfortu- 
nate hero  was  publicly  horsed  in  terrorem 
of  all  whom  it  might  concern. 

This  disgrace  had  a  very  sensible  effect 
upon  the  mind  of  Peregrine,  who,  having  by 
this  time  passed  the  fourteenth  year  of  his 
aje,  began  to  adopt  the  pride  and  sentiments 
of  a  man.  Tims  dishonourably  stigmatized, 
he  was  ashamed  to  appear  in  public  as  usual : 
he  was  incensed  against  his  companions  for 
their  infidelity  and  irresolution,  and  plunged 
into  a  profound  reverie  that  lasted  several 
weeks,  during  which  he  shook  off  his  boyish 
connexions,  and  fixed  hia  view  upon  objects, 
which  he  thought  more  worthy  of  his  atten- 
tion. 

In  the  course  of  his  gymnastic  exerciscS; 
at  which  he  v/as  very  expert,  he  contracted 
intimacies  with  several  youths  who  were 
greatly  his  superiors  in  point  of  age,  and 
wlio,  pleased  with  his  aspiring  genius  and 
address,  introduced  him  into  parties  of  gal- 
lantry, which  strongly  ciptivated  his  incli- 
nation. He  was  by  nature  particularly  adapt- 
ed for  succeeding  in  adventures  of  this  kind; 
over  and  above  a  most  engaging  person,  thai 
improved  with  his  years,  he  possessed  a  dig 
nified  assurance,  and  agreeable  ferocity, 
which  enhanced  the  conquest  of  the  fair  who 
had  tlie  good  fortune  to  enslave  him,  unlim- 
ited generosity,  and  a  fund  of  humour  which 
never  failed  to  please.  Nor  was  he  deficient 
in  the  more  solid  accomplishments  of  youth 
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he  liad  profited  in  lus  studies  beyond  expcc- 
fation  ;  and  besides  that  sensibility  of  dis- 
cernment which  is  the  foundation  of  taste, 
ond  in  consequence  of  which  he  distinguish- 
ed and  enjoyed  the  beauties  of  tlic  classics, 
he  had  already  "riven  several  specimens  of  a 
very  promising'  jioetic  talent. 

Witii  this  complexion  and  these  qualifica- 
tions, no  wonder  that  our  hero  attracted  the 
notice  and  affections  of  the  young  Delias  in 
town,  whose  hearts  had  just  begun  to  flutter 
for  tiiey  knew  not  what.  Inquiries  were 
made  concerning  his  condition ;  and  no 
sooner  were  his  expectations  known,  than 
ne  was  invited  and  caressed  hy  all  the  pa- 
rents, while  their  daughters  vied  with  each 
other  in  treating  him  with  particular  com- 
placency, lie  inspired  love  and  emulation 
A'herever  he  appeared ;  envy  and  jealous 
rage  followed  of  course  :  so  that  ho  became 
a  very  desirable,  though  a  very  dangerous 
acquaintance.  His  moderation  was  not 
equal  to  his  success  :  his  vanity  took  the 
lead  of  his  passions,  dissipating  his  atten- 
■,ion,  whicli  migiit  otherwise  have  fixed  him 
io  one  object ;  and  he  was  possessed  witli 
the  rage  of  increasing  the  number  of  his  con- 
^^iiests.  With  this  view  he  frequented  pub- 
Mc  walks,  concert?,  and  assemblies,  became 
remarkably  rich  and  fashionable  in  his  clothes, 
gave  entertainments  to  the  ladies,  and  was 
rn  the  utmost  hazard  of  turning  out  a  most 
r-gregious  coxcomb. 

While  his  character  thus  wavered  between 
►.he  ridicule  of  some  and  the  regard  of  others, 
mn  accident  happened,  which,  by  contracting 
his  view  to  one  object,  detached  him  from 
•liose  vain  pursuits  that  would  in  time  have 
plunged  him  into  the  abyss  of  folly  and  con- 
tempt, lieing  one  evening  at  the  ball  which 
is  always  given  to  the  ladies  at  the  time  of 
the  races,  the  person  who  acted  as  master 
of  the  ceremonies,  knowing  how  fond  Mr 
Pickle  was  of  every  opportunity  to  display 
himself,  came  up  and  told  him  that  there  was 
a  fine  young  creature  at  the  other  end  of  the 
room,  who  seemed  to  have  a  great  inclina- 
tion to  dance  a  minuet,  but  wanted  a  partner, 
the  gentleman  who  attended  her  being  in 
boots. 

Peregrine's  vanity  being  aroused  at  this 
intimation,  he  went  up  to  reconnoitre  the 
young  lady,  and  v/as  struck  with  admiration 
at  her  beauty.  She  seemed  to  be  of  his  own 
age,  was  tall,  and,  though  slender,  exquisite- 
ly shaped;  hor  hair  was  auburn,  and  in  such 
olcnty ,  that  the  barbarity  of  d  ress  had  not  been 
\b\e  to  prevent  it  from  shading  both  sides  of 
b'tr  forehead,  which  was  high  and  polished  ; 
^he  contour  of  her  face  was  oval,  her  nose  very 
little  raised  in  the  aquiline  form,  that  contri- 
buted to  the  spirit  and  dignity  of  her  aspect ; 
'icr  mouth  was  small,  her  lips  plump,  juicy, 
*nd  delicious,  her  teeth  regular  and  white  as 
the  driven  snow,  her  complexion  incredibly 
delicate  and  glowing  with  health,  and  her  full 
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blue  eyes  beamed  forth  vivacity  and  love 
Ilcr  mien  was  at  the  same  time  command- 
ing and  engaging,  her  address  perfectly  gen- 
teel, and  her  whole  appearance  so  captivat- 
ing, that  our  young  Adonis  looked,  and  waa 
overcome. 

He  no  sooner  recollected  himself  from  his 
astonishment,  than  he  advanced  to  her  with 
a  graceful  air  cf  respect,  and  begged  sli3 
would  do  him  the  honour  to  walk  a  minuet 
with  him.  She  seemed  particularly  pleased 
with  this  application,  and  very  frankly  com- 
plied with  his  request.  The  pair  was  too 
remarkable  to  escape  the  particular  notice 
of  the  company  ;  Mr  Pickle  was  well  known 
by  almost  every  body  in  the  room ;  but  his 
partner  was  altogetncr  a  new  face,  and  of 
consequence  underwent  the  criticism  of  all 
the  ladies  in  the  assembly ;  one  whispered, 
*  she  has  a  good  complexion,  but  don't  you 
think  she  is  a  little  awry  ]'  a  second  pitied 
her  for  her  masculine  nose  ;  a  third  observed 
that  she  was  awkward  for  want  of  seeing 
com])any  ;  a  fourth  distinguished  something 
very  bold  in  her  coimtenance  ;  and,  in  short, 
there  was  not  a  beauty  in  her  whole  compo- 
sition which  the  glass  of  envy  did  not  per 
vert  into  a  blemish. 

The  men,  however,  looked  upon  her  with 
different  eyes  :  among  them  her  appearance 
produced  an  universal  murmur  of  applause  : 
they  encircled  the  space  in  which  she  danced, 
and  were  enchanted  by  her  graceful  motion. 
While  they  launched  out  in  the  praise  of 
her,  they  expressed  their  displeasure  at  the 
good  fortune  of  her  partner,  whom  they 
damned  for  a  little  finical  coxcomb,  that  was 
too  much  engrossed  by  the  contemplation  of 
his  own  ])erson  to  discern  or  deserve  the  fa- 
vour of  his  fate.  lie  did  not  hear,  therefore 
could  not  repine  at  these  invectives;  but 
while  tliey  imagined  he  indulged  his  vanity, 
a  much  more  generous  passion  had  taken 
possession  of  his  heart. 

Instead  of  that  petulance  of  gaiety  for 
which  he  had  been  distinguished  in  his  pub- 
lic appearance,  he  now  gave  manifest  signs 
of  confusion  and  concern  ;  he  danced  with 
an  anxiety  which  impeded  his  performance, 
and  blushed  to  the  eyes  at  every  false  step 
he  made.  Though  this  extraordinary  agita. 
tion  was  overlooked  hy  the  men,  it  could  noi 
escape  the  observation  of  the  ladies,  who 
perceived  it  with  equal  surprise  and  resent- 
ment :  and  when  Peregrine  led  this  fair  un- 
known  to  her  seat,  expressed  their  pique  in 
an  affected  titter,  which  broke  from  every 
mouth  at  the  same  instant,  as  if  all  of  them 
had  been  informed  by  the  same  spirit. 

Peregrine  was  nettled  at  this  unmannerly 
mark  of  disapprobation,  and,  in  order  to  in- 
crease their  chagrin,  endeavored  to  enter  in- 
to particular  conversation  with  their  fair 
rival.  The  young  lady  herself,  who  neither 
wanted  penetration,  nor  the  consciousness 
of  her  own  accomplishments,  resented  then 
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nehavioiir,  though  she  triumplied  in  the  cause 
of  it ;  and  gave  her  partner  all  the  encour- 
agement he  could  desire.  Her  mother,  who 
war,  present,  thanked  him  for  his  civility,  in 
taking  such  notice  of  a  stranger,  and  he  re- 
ceived a  compliment  of  the  same  nature  from 
the  young  gentleman  in  boots,  who  was  her 
own  brother. 

If  he  was  charmed  with  her  appearance, 
lie  was  quite  ravished  with  her  disccurse, 
which  was  sensible,  spirited,  and  gay.  Her 
frank  and  sprightly  demeanour  e.xcited  his 
own  confidence  and  good  humour;  and  he 
described  to  her  the  characters  of  those  fe- 
males wlio  had  honoured  them  with  such  a 
spiteful  mark  of  distinction,  in  terms  so  re- 
plete with  humorous  satire,  that  she  seemed 
to  listen  witii  particular  complacency  of  at- 
tention, and  distinguished  every  nymph  tims 
ridiculed  with  such  a  significant  glance,  as 
overwhelmed  her  with  chagrin  and  mortifi- 
cation. In  short,  they  seemed  to  relish  each 
other's  couv-ersation ;  during  which  our 
young  Damon  acquitted  himself  with  great 
skill  in  all  the  duties  of  gallantry  ;  he  laid 
hold  of  proper  opportunities  to  express  his 
admiration  of  her  charms,  had  recourse  to 
the  silent  rhetoric  of  tender  looks,  breathed 
divers  insidious  sighs,  and  attached  himself 
wholly  to  her  during  the  remaining  part  of 
the  entertainment. 

When  the  company  broke  up,  he  attended 
her  to  her  lodgings,  and  took  leave  of  her 
with  a  squeeze  of  the  hand,  after  having  ob- 
tained permission  to  visit  her  next  morning, 
and  been  informed  by  the  mother  that  her 
name  was  Miss  Emilia  Gauntlet. 

All  night  long  he  closed  not  an  eye,  but 
amused  himself  with  plans  of  pleasure, 
v/hich  his  imagination  suggested,  in  conse- 
quence of  tliis  new  acquaintance.  He  rose 
with  the  lark,  adjusted  his  hair  into  an 
agreeable  negligence  of  curl,  and,  dressing 
nimself  in  a  genteel  grey  frock,  trimmed 
with  silver  binding,  waitc-d  with  the  utmost 
impatience  for  the  hour  of  ten,  which  no 
sooner  struck  than  he  hied  him  to  the  place 
of  appointment,  and,  inquiring  for  Miss 
Gauntlet,  was  shown  into  a  parlour.  Here 
he  had  not  waited  above  ten  minutes,  wlien 
Emilia  entered,  in  a  most  enchanting  un- 
dress, with  all  the  graces  of  nature  playing 
about  h.er  person,  and  in  a  moment  rivetted 
the  cliains  of  his  slavery  beyond  the  power 
of  accident  t  j  unbind. 

Her  mother  being  still  a-bed,  and  her 
brother  gone  to  give  orders  about  the  chaise, 
:n  which  they  proposed  to  return  that  same 
day  to  their  own  habitation,  he  enjoyed  her 
company  tete-a-tete  a  whole  hour,  during 
which  he  declared  his  love  in  the  most  pas- 
uionate  terms,  and  begged  that  lie  might  be 
admitted  into  the  number  of  those  admirers 
whom  she  permitted  to  visit  and  adore  h  jr. 

She  affected  to  look  upon  his  vows  and 
protestations  as  the  ordinary  effects  of  gal- 


lantry, and  very  obligingly  assured  him,  thtit 
were  she  to  live  in  that  place,  she  should  be 
glad  to  see  him  often ;  but,  as  the  spot  on 
which  she  resided  was  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, she  could  not  expect  he  would  go  so  far 
upon  such  a  trifling  occasion,  as  to  take  the 
trouble  of  providing  himself  with  her  mam 
ma's  permission. 

To  this  favourable  liint  he  answered  wiU 
all  the  eagerness  of  tiie  most  fervid  passion, 
that  he  had  uttered  nothing  but  the  genuine 
dictates  of  his  heart ;  that  he  desired  nothing 
so  much  as  an  opportunity  of  evincing  the 
sincerity  of  his  professions  ;  and  that  thongh 
she  lived  at  the  extremity  of  the  kingdom, 
he  would  find  moans  to  lay  liimsolf  at  Iicr 
feet,  provided  he  could  visit  her  with  her 
mother's  consent,  which  he  assured  her  he 
would  not  fail  to  solicit. 

She  then  gave  him  to  understand,  that  her 
habitation  was  about  sixteen  miles  from 
Winchester,  in  a  village  which  she  named, 
and  where  (as  he  could  easily  collect  from 
her  discourse)  he  would  be  no  unwelcome 
guest. 

In  the  midst  of  this  communication  they 
were  joined  by  Mrs  Gauntlet,  who  received 
him  with  great  courtesy,  thanking  him  again 
for  his  politeness  to  Emy  at  the  ball,  and 
anticipated  his  intentions,  by  saying  that  she 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  him  at  her  house, 
if  ever  his  occasions  should  call  hira  that 
way. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

He  inquires  into  the  situation  of  this  younn 
lady,  with  whom  he  is  enamoured — elopes 
from  school — is  found  by  the  lieutenant, 
conveyed  to  Winchester,  and  sends  a  let- 
ter with  a  copy  of  verses  to  his  mistress. 

He  was  transported  with  pleasure  at  tliis 
invitation,  which  he  assured  her  he  should 
not  neglect ;  and,  after  a  little  more  conver- 
sation on  general  topics,  took  his  leave  of 
the  charming  Emilia,  and  her  prudent  mam- 
ma,  who  had  perceived  the  first  emotions  of 
Mr  Pickle's  passion  for  her  daughter,  and 
been  at  some  pains  to  inquire  about  his 
family  and  fortune. 

Neither  was  Peregrine  less  inquisitive 
about  the  situation  and  pedigree  of  his  new 
mistress,  who,  he  learned,  was  the  only 
daughter  of  a  field  officer,  who  died  before 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  make  a  suitable 
provision  for  his  children  ;  that  the  widow 
lived  in  a  frugal,  though  decent  maimer, 
on  her  pension,  assisted  by  the  bounty  of  hei 
relations  ;  that  the  son  carried  arms  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  company  which  his  father 
had  commanded  ;  and  that  Emilia  Iiad  been 
educated  in  London  at  the  expense  of  a  rich 
uncle,  who  was  seized  with  the  whim  of  mar- 
rying at  the    ago  of    fitly-five ;    in  conse- 
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miencc  of  wliich,  his  niece  had  rctumc^i  to 
Uer  mother,  without  any  visible  dependence, 
except  on  her  own  conduct  and  qualilica- 
tions. 

This  account,  tliough  it  could  not  dimin- 
isli  liis  afTection,  nevertheless  alarmed  his 
pride ;  for  his  warm  imagination  had  exag- 
gerated all  his  own  prospects  ;  and  he  began 
to  fear  that  hi.s  passion  for  Emilia  might  be 
diought  to  derogate  from  the  dignity  of  his 
situation  :  the  struggle  between  his  interest 
and  love  produced  a  perplexity  which  had 
an  evident  effect  upon  his  behaviour;  he  be- 
came pensive,  si)lifary,  and  peevish,  avoided 
all  public  diversions,  and  grew  so  remarka- 
bly negligent  in  his  dress,  that  he  was  scarce 
distinguishable  by  his  own  acquaintance. 
This  contention  of  thoughts  continued  seve- 
ral weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  the  charms 
of  Emilia  triumphed  over  every  other  con- 
sideration. Having  received  a  supply  of 
money  from  the  commodore,  who  acted  to- 
wards him  with  great  generosity,  ho  ordered 
Pipes  to  put  up  some  linen  and  other  neces- 
saries in  a  sort  of  knajjsack,  which  he  could 
conveniently  carr}-,  and,  thus  attended,  set 
out  early  one  morning  on  foot  for  tlio  village 
where  his  charmer  lived,  at  which  he  arrived 
before  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  having 
chosen  this  method  of  travelling,  that  his 
route  might  not  be  so  easily  discovered,  as 
it  must  have  been  had  he  hired  horses,  or 
taken  a  place  in  the  stage-coach. 

The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  secure  a  con- 
venient lodging  at  the  inn  where  he  dined  ; 
then  he  shitted  himself,  and.  according  to  the 
direction  lie  had  received,  went  to  the  house 
of  Mrs  Gauntlet  in  a  transport  of  joyous  ox- 
nectation.  As  he  approaciied  tlie  gate,  his 
agitation  increased,  he  knocked  with  impa- 
tience and  concern,  the  door  oponnd,  and  he 
had  actually  asked  if  IMrs  Gauntlet  was  at 
home,  before  he  perceived  that  the  portress 
was  no  other  than  his  dear  Emilia.  She 
was  not  without  emotion  at  the  unexpected 
sight  of  her  lover,  who  instantly  recognising 
his  charmer,  obeyed  the  irresistible  impulse 
of  his  love,  and  caught  the  fair  creature  in 
his  arms.  Nor  did  she  seem  offended  at  his 
forwardness  of  behaviour,  which  might  have 
displeased  another  of  a  less  open  disposition, 
or  less  used  to  the  freedom  of  a  sensible 
education  ;  but  her  natural  frankness  had 
been  encouraged  and  improved  by  the  easy 
and  familiar  intercourse  in  which  she  had 
been  bred  ;  and  therefore,  instead  of  repri- 
manding him  with  a  severity  of  look,  she 
with  great  good  humour  rallied  him  upon  his 
assurance,  which,  she  observed,  was  un- 
doubtedly the  effect  of  his  own  consjcious 
merit,  and  conducted  liim  into  a  parlour, 
where  he  found  her  mother,  who.  in  very 
po.ite  terms,  expressed  her  satisfaction  at 
seeing  him  within  her  house. 

Afler  tea.  Miss  Emy  proposed  an  evening 
'calk,  which  they  enjoyed  through  a  variety 


of  little  co|)ses  and  lawns,  watered  by  a  most 
romantic  stream,  that  quite  enchanted  the 
imagination  of  Peregrine. 

It  was  late  before  they  returned  from  tliin 
agreeable  excursion  ;  and  when  our  lover 
wished  the  ladies  good  night,  Mrs  Gauntlet 
insisted  upon  his  staying  to  supper,  and 
treated  him  with  particular  demonstrationa 
of  regard  and  affection.  As  her  economy 
was  not  encumbered  with  an  unnecessary 
number  of  domestics,  her  own  presence  was 
of^en  required  in  diflorent  parts  of  the  liouse; 
so  that  tlie  young  gentleman  was  supplied 
with  frequent  opi)ortimilios  of  promoting  his 
suit,  by  all  the  tender  oatiis  and  insinuations 
that  liis  |)assion  could  suggest.  lie  protest- 
ed her  idea  had  taken  sucii  entire  possession 
of  his  heart,  that  finding  himself  unable  to 
support  her  absence  one  day  longer,  he  had 
quitted  his  studies,  and  left  his  governor  by 
stealth,  that  he  might  visit  tiio  object  of  his 
adoration,  and  be  l)lossed  in  her  company  for 
a  few  days  without  interruption. 

Siie  listened  to  his  addresses  with  such 
aflability  as  denoted  approbation  and  delight, 
and  gently  chid  him  as  a  tiioughtless  truant, 
but  carefully  avoided  the  confession  of  a  mu- 
tual flame;  because  she  discerned,  in  the 
midst  of  all  his  tenderness,  a  levity  of  pride 
which  she  durst  not  venture  to  trust  with 
such  a  declaration.  Perhaps  she  was  con- 
firmed in  this  caution  by  her  mother,  who 
very  wisely,  in  her  civilities  to  him,  main- 
tained a  sort  of  ceremonious  distance,  whici 
she  thought  not  only  requisite  for  tiie  honoui 
and  interest  of  the  family,  but  likewise  fo. 
her  own  exculj)ation,  should  she  ever  be  tax- 
ed with  having  encouraged  or  abetted  him  in 
the  imprudcnt^sallies  of  iiis  youth  ;  yet,  not- 
withstanding this  affected  reserve,  he  was 
treated  with  such  distinction  by  both,  that  he 
w-as  ravished  w-ith  his  situation,  and  became 
more  and  more  enamoured  every  day. 

While  he  remained  under  the  influence  of 
this  sweet  intoxication,  his  absence  produced 
great  disturbance  at  Winchester.  Mr  Joltcr 
was  grievously  alHicted  at  his  ai)rupt  de- 
parture, which  alarmed  hiui  the  more,  as  it 
happened  after  a  long  fit  of  melancholy 
which  he  had  perceived  in  his  pupil.  He 
communicated  his  apprehensions  to  the  mas- 
ter of  the  school,  v/ho  advised  him  to  apprise 
the  commodore  of  his  nephew's  disappear- 
ance, and,  in  the  mean  time,  inquire  at  al. 
the  inns  in  town,  whether  he  had  hired 
horses,  or  any  sort  of  carriage  for  his  con- 
veyance, or  was  met  with  on  the  road  by  any 
person  who  could  give  an  account  of  the  di- 
rection in  which  he  travelled. 

This  scrutiny,  though  performed  with  great 
diligence  and  minuteness,  was  altogether  in- 
effectual ;  they  could  obtain  no  intelligence 
of  the  runaway.  Mr  Trunnion  was  well  nigh 
distracted  at  the  news  of  his  flight ;  he  raved 
with  great  fury  at  the  imprudi;nce  of  Pere- 
Triner  wiiom,    in    his    first    transports,    he 
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dainnod  as  an  ungrateful  deserter  ;  then  he 
cursed  Hatchway  and  Pipes,  wlio  he  swore 
had  foundered  the  lad  by  their  pernicious 
counsels;  and,  lastly,  transferred  hia  execra- 
tions upon  Jolter,  because  he  had  not  kept 
abetter  look-out ;  finally,  he  made  an  apos- 
trophe to  that  son  of  a  bitch  the  gout,  which 
for  tiie  present  disabled  him  from  searching 
for  his  nephew  in  person.  That  he  might 
not,  however,  neglect  any  means  in  his 
power,  he  immediately  dispatched  expresses 
to  all  the  sna-port  towns  on  that  coast,  that 
he  might  be  prevented  from  leaving  the  king- 
dom ;  and  the  lieutenant,  at  his  own  desire, 
was  sent  across  the  country,  in  quest  of  this 
young  fugitive. 

Four  days  iiad  he  unsuccessfully  carried 
on  his  inquiries  with  great  accuracy,  when, 
resolving  to  return  by  Winchester,  where  he 
lioped  to  meet  with  some  hints  of  intelli- 
gence by  which  he  might  profit  in  his  future 
search,  he  struck  oft'  the  common  road  to 
take  the  benefit  of  a  nearer  cut,  and  finding 
himself  benighted  near  a  village,  took  up  his 
lodgings  at  the  first  inn  to  which  his  horse 
directed  him.  Having  bespoke  something 
for  supper,  and  retired  to  his  chamber,  where 
he  amused  himself  with  a  pipe,  he  heard  a 
confused  noise  of  rustic  jollity,  which  being 
all  of  a  sudden  interrupted,  after  a  short 
pause  liis  ear  was  saluted  v/ith  the  voice  of 
Pipes,  who,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  com- 
pany, began  to  entertain  them  with  a  song. 

Hatchway  instantly  recognised  the  well- 
known  sound,  in  which  indeed  he  could  not 
possibly  be  mistaken,  as  nothing  in  nature 
bore  the  least  resemblance  to  it  ;  he  threw 
his  pipe  into  the  chimney,  and  snatching  up 
one  of  his  pjstols,  ran  immediately  to  the 
apartment  from  whence  the  voice  issued. 
He  no  sooner  entered,  than  distinguishing 
his  old  ship-mate  in  a  crowd  of  country  pea- 
sants, he  in  a  moment  sprung  upon  him,  and 
clapping  his  pistol  to  his  breast,  exclaimed, 
"  Damn  you.  Pipes,  you  are  a  dead  man, 
if  you  don't  immediately  produce  young 
master." 

Tliis  menacing  application  had  a  much 
greater  effect  upon  the  company  than  upon 
Tom,  who  looking  at  the  lieutenant  with 
great  tranquillity,  replied,  "  Why,  so  I  can, 
Mr  Hatchway."  "  What !  safe  and  sound  V 
cried  the  other.  *'  As  a  roacli,"  answered 
Pipes  ;  and  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  friend  .Tack,  that  he  shook  him  by  the 
hand,  and  desired  him  to  proceed  with  his 
(song.  This  being  performed,  and  the  reck- 
oning dischargf.d,  the  two  friends  adjourned 
lo  the  other  room,  where  the  lieutenant  was 
informed  of  the  manner  in  which  the  young 
gentleman  had  made  his  elopement  from 
college,  as  well  as  of  the  other  particulars 
of  his  present  situation,  as  far  as  they  had 
fallen  w 'thin  the  sphere  of  the  relator's  com- 
prehension. 

Whilo  they  sat  thus  conferrino  together, 


Peregrine  having  taken  leave  of  hia  mistrcsa 
for  the  night,  came  home,  and  was  not  a 
little  surprised  when  Hatchway,  entering 
his  chamber  in  liis  sea  attitude,  thrust  out 
his  hand  by  way  of  salutation.  His  old  pu- 
pil  received  him,  as  usual,  with  great  cor- 
diality, and  expressed  his  astonishment  al 
meeting  him  in  that  place ;  but  when  he  un. 
derstood  the  cause  and  intention  of  hia  ar- 
rival, he  started  with  concern,  and,  his  visage 
glowing  with  indignation,  told  him  he  wa.s 
old  enough  to  be  judge  of  his  own  conduct, 
and,  when  he  should  see  it  convenient,  would 
return  of  himself;  but  those  who  thought  he 
was  to  be  compelled  to  his  duty  would  find 
themselves  egregiously  mistaken. 

The  lieutenant  assured  him,  that,  for  hia 
own  part,  he  had  no  intention  to  offer  him  the 
least  violence  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  re- 
presented to  him  the  danger  of  incensing  the 
commodore,  who  was  already  almost  dis 
tracted  on  account  of  his  absence ;  and,  in 
short,  conveyed  his  arguments,  which  were 
equally  obvious  and  valid,  in  such  expressions 
of  friendship  and  respect,  that  Peregrine 
yielded  to  his  remonstrances,  and  promised 
"to  accompany  him  next  day  to  Winchester. 

Hatchway,  overjoyed  at  tlie  success  of  his 
negotiation,  went  immediately  to  the  hostler, 
and  bespoke  a  post-chaise  for  Mr  Pickle  and 
liis  man,  with  wiiom  he  afterwards  indulged 
himself  in  a  double  cann  of  rumbo,  and, 
when  the  night  was  pretty  far  advanced,  left 
the  lover  to  his  repose,  or  rather  to  thf 
thorns  of  his  own  meditation  ;  for  he  slept 
not  one  moment,  being  incessantly  tortured 
with  the  prospect  of  parting  from  his  divine 
Emilia,  who  had  now  acquired  the  most  ab- 
solute empire  over  his  soul.  One  minute  he 
proposed  to  depart  early  in  the  morning, 
without  seeing  tliis  enchantress,  in  whose 
bewitching  presence  he  durst  not  trust  his 
own  resolution.  Then  the  thoughts  of  leav- 
ing her  in  such  an  abrupt  and  disrespectful 
manner  interposed  in  favour  of  his  love  and 
honour.  This  war  of  sentiments  kept  him 
all  night  upon  the  rack,  and  it  was  time  to 
rise  before  ho  had  determined  to  visit  his 
charmer,  and  candidly  impart  the  motives 
that  induced  him  to  leave  her. 

He  accordingly  repaired  to  her  mother's 
house  with  a  heavy  heart,  being  attended  to 
the  gate  by  Hatchway,  who  did  not  choose 
to  leave  him  alone ;  and,  being  admitted, 
found  Emilia  just  risen,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
more  beautiful  than  ever. 

Alarmed  at  his  early  visit,  and  the  gloom 
that  overspread  his  countenance,  she  stood 
in  silent  expectation  of  hearing  some  melan- 
choly tidings  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  con- 
siderable pause  tliat  he  collected  resolution 
enough  to  tell  her  he  was  come  to  take  his 
leave.  Though  she  strove  to  conceal  lier 
sorrow,  nature  was  not  to  be  suppressed 
every  feature  of  her  countenanoe  saddened 
in  a  moment,  and   it  was  not  without  th« 
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utmost  difficulty  that  she  kept  her  lovely  eyes 
Troin  overflowing.  He  saw  the  situation  of 
her  thoughts,  and,  in  order  to  alleviate  her 
concern,  assured  her  lie  should  tind  means 
to  see  her  again  in  a  very  few  weeks;  mean- 
while he  couununicated  his  reasons  for  de- 
parting, in  which  she  readily  acquiesce*! ; 
lind  having  mutually  consoled  each  other, 
their  transjiorts  of  grief  subsided,  and  before 
Mrs  Gauntlet  came  down  stairs,  they  were 
in  a  condition  to  behave  with  great  decency 
and  resignation. 

This  good  lady  expressed  her  concern 
when  she  learned  his  resolution,  saying,  she 
hoped  his  occasions  and  inclination  would 
permit  him  to  favour  them  with  liis  agreeable 
company  another  time. 

Tlie  lieutenant,  who  began  to  be  uneasy  at 
Peregrine's  stay,  knocked  at  the  door,  and 
being  introduced  by  his  friend,  had  tiie  ho- 
nour of  breakfasting  with  the  ladies  ;  on 
which  occasion  his  heart  received  such  a  rude 
shock  from  the  charms  of  Emilia,  tiiat  he 
afterwards  made  a  merit  with  Lis  friend  of 
having  constrained  himself  so  far  as  to  for- 
bear commencing  his  professed  rival. 

At  length  they  bade  adieu  to  their  kind 
entertainers,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  setting 
out  from  the  inn,  arrived  about  two  o'clock 
in  Winchester,  wiiere  Mr  Joltcr  was  over- 
whelmed with  joy  at  their  appearance. 

The  nature  of  this  adventure  being  un- 
known to  all  except  those  who  could  be  de- 
pended upon,  every  body  who  inquired  about 
the  cause  of  Peregrine's  absence  was  told 
that  he  had  been  with  a  relation  in  the  coun- 
try, and  the  master  condescended  to  over- 
look his  indiscretion;  so  that  Hatchway, 
seeing  every  thing  settled  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  friend,  returned  to  the  garrison,  and 
gave  the  commodore  an  account  of  his  ex- 
pedition. 

The  old  gentleman  was  very  much  start- 
led when  he  heard  there  was  a  lady  in  the 
case;  and  very  emphatically  observed,  that 
a  man  had  better  be  sucked  into  the  Gulf  of 
Florida,  than  once  get  into  the  indraught  of 
a  woman ;  because,  in  one  case,  he  may 
wiih  good  pilotage  bring  out  his  vessel  safe 
between  the  Bahamas  and  the  Indian  shore  ; 
but  in  the  other  there  is  no  outlet  at  all,  and 
it  is  in  vain  to  strive  against  the  current ;  so 
that  of  course  he  must  be  embayed,  and  run 
chuck  upon  a  lee-shore.  He  resolved,  there- 
fore, to  lay  the  state  of  the  case  before  Mr 
Gamaliel  Pickle,  and  concert  such  measures 
with  him  as  should  be  thought  likeliest  to 
detach  his  son  from  tlic  pursuit  of  an  idle 
amour,  which  could  not  fail  of  interfering  in 
a  dangerous  manner  with  the  plan  of  his 
education. 

In  the  mean  time.  Perry's  ideas  were  to- 
tally engrossed  by  his  amiable  mistress,  who, 
whether  he  slept  or  waked,  was  still  present 
m  his  imagination  ;  which  produced  the  fol- 
owmg  stonzas  in  her  praise. 


Adieu,  ye  streams  that  smoollilv  flow, 
Ye  viTiial  airs  that  softly  l)low, 
Ye  phaiiis  by  hlooiniii;^  8|>riiig  array'd, 
Yo  birds  thai  warble  tliroujjli  the  shade. 

II. 

Uiiluirt  from  you  my  soul  could  fly, 
Nor  drop  one  tear,  nor  heave  one  sigh  ; 
Hut  forcM  (Vom  Celia's  charms  to  part. 
All  joy  deserts  my  drooping  heart. 

III. 

() !    fairer  than  the  rosy  morn, 
When  llow'rs  the  <levvy  fields  adorn  ; 
Unsullied  as  the  genial  ray 
'I'liat  wurius  tiie  balmy  breeze  of  May  I 

IV. 
'I'liy  cliarmr,  divinely  brij^Iit  appc:cr, 
AtuI  add  new  splendor  to  the  year; 
Inii)rove  the  day  with  fresh  tleli;j;tit, 
And  gild  with  joy  the  dreary  night ! 

This  juvenile  production  was  inclosed  in  a 
very  tender  billet  to  Emilia,  and  committed 
to  the  charge  of  Pipes,  who  was  ordered  to 
sot  out  for  Mrs  Gauntlet's  Jiabitation.  with  a 
present  of  venison,  and  a  compliment  to  the 
ladies;  and  directed  to  take  some  opportu- 
nity of  delivering  the  letter  to  miss,  without 
the  knowledge  of  her  mamma. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

His  messenger  meets  with  a  misfortune,  to 
which  he  applies  a  very  extraordinary 
expedient,  that  is  attended  vyith  strange 
consequences. 

As  the  stage-coach  passed  within  two  miles 
of  the  village  where  she  lived,  Tom  bargain- 
ed with  the  driver  for  a  seat  on  the  box, 
and  accordingly  departed  on  this  message, 
though  he  was  indifTercntly  qualified  for 
commissions  of  such  a  nature.  Having  re- 
ceived particular  injunctions  about  the  letter, 
he  resolved  to  make  that  the  chief  object  of 
his  care,  and  very  sagaciously  conveyed  it  be- 
tween his  stocking  and  the  sole  of  his  foot, 
where  he  thought  it  would  be  perfectly  se- 
cure from  all  injury  and  accident.  Here  it 
remained  until  he  arrived  at  the  inn  where 
he  had  formerly  lodged,  when,  after  having 
refreshed  himself  with  a  draught  of  beer,  he 
pulled  off  his  stocking,  and  found  the  poor 
billet  sullied  with  dust,  and  torn  in  a  thou- 
sand tatters  by  the  motion  of  his  foot  in  walk- 
ing the  last  two  miles  of  his  journey.  Thun- 
derstruck at  this  phenomenon,  he  uttered  a 
long  and  loud  whew !  which  was  succeeded 
by  an  exclamation  of"  Damn  my  old  shoes  ! 
a  bite  by  God  !"  Then  he  rested  his  elbows 
on  the  table,  and  his  forehead  upon  his  two 
fists,  and  in  that  attitude  deliberated  with 
himself  upon  the  means  of  remedying  this 
misfortune. 

As  he  was  not  distracted  by  a  vast  ntiroSer 
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of  ideas,  he  soon  concluded  that  his  best 
expedient  would  be  to  employ  the  clerk  of 
the  parisli,  who  he  knew  was  a  great  scho- 
lar, to  write  another  epistle  according  to  the 
directions  he  should  give  him  ;  never  dream- 
ing that  the  mangled  original  would  in  the 
least  facilitate  the  scheme,  he  very  wisely 
committed  it  to  the  flames,  that  it  might 
never  rise  up  in  judgment  against  him. 

Having  taken  this  wise  step,  he  went  in 
quest  of  the  scribe,  to  whom  he  communicat- 
ed his  business,  and  promised  a  full  pot  by 
way  of  gratification.  Tiie  clerk,  who  was 
also  schoolmaster,  proud  of  an  opportunity 
to  distinguish  his  talents,  readily  undertook 
the  task  ;  and  repairing  with  his  employer  to 
the  inn,  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
produced  a  morsel  of  eloquence  so  much  to 
ihe  satisfaction  of  Pipes,  that  he  squeezed 
hi?  hand  by  way  of  acknowledgment,  and 
doubled  his  allowance  of  beer.  This  being 
discussed,  our  courier  betook  himself  to  the 
house  of  Mrs  Gauntlet,  with  tlie  haunch  of 
venison  and  this  succedaneous  letter,  and  de- 
livered his  message  to  the  mother,  wlio  re- 
ceived it  with  great  respect,  and  many  kind 
inquiries  about  the  health  and  welfare  of  his 
ma^er,  attempting  to  tip  the  messenger  a 
crown,  which  he  absolutely  refused  to  accept, 
in  consequence  of  Mr  Pickle's  repeated  cau- 
tion. While  the  old  gentlwoman  turned  to 
a  servant,  in  order  to  give  directions  about 
the  disposal  of  the  present.  Pipes  looked 
upon  this  as  a  favourable  occasion  to  trans- 
act his  business  with  Emilia;  and  therefore 
shutting  one  eye,  with  a  jerk  of  his  thumb  to- 
wards his  left  shoulder,  and  a  most  signifi- 
cant twist  of  his  countenance,  he  beckoned 
the  young  lady  into  another  room,  as  if  he 
had  been  fraught  with  something  of  conse- 
quence which  he  wanted  to  impart.  She 
imderstood  the  l.int,  howsoever  strangely 
communicated,  and,  by  stepping  to  one  side 
of  the  loom,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  slip- 
ping the  epistle  into  her  hand,  which  he 
gently  squeezed  at  the  same  time  in  token 
of  regard ;  then  throwing  a  side  glance  at  the 
mother,  whose  back  was  turned,  clapped  his 
finger  on  the  side  of  his  nose,  thereby  recom- 
mending secrecy  and  discretion. 

Emilia,  conveying  the  letter  into  lier  bosom, 
could  not  help  smiling  at  Tom's  politeness 
and  dexterity  ;  but  lest  her  mamma  should  de- 
tect him  in  the  execution  of  his  pantomime, 
ohe  broke  off  this  intercourse  of  signs,  by  ask- 
ing aloud  when  he  proposed  to  set  out  on  his 
return  to  Winchester.  When  he  an.swered, 
"to-morrow  morning,"  Mrs  Gauntlet  recom- 
mended him  to  the  hospitality  of  her  own 
footman,  desiring  him  to  make  much  of  Mr 
Pipes  below,  where  he  was  kept  to  supper, 
and  very  cordially  entertained.  Our  young 
heroine,  impatient  to  read  her  lover's  billet, 
which  made  her  heart  throb  with  rapturous 
expectation,  retired  to  lier  chamber  as  soon 
.1.S  possible,  with  a  view  of  perusing  the  con- 
louts,  which  were  these  : — 


♦'  Divine  Empress  of  my  Soui,  ! 

"  If  the  refulgent  flames  of  j^our  beauty  had 
not  evaporated  the  particles  of  my  transport 
cd  brain,  and  scorched  my  intellects  into  a 
cinder  of  stolidity,  pei-haps  the  resplendency 
of  my  passion  might  shine  illustrious  through 
the  sable  curtain  of  my  ink,  and  in  sublimity 
transcend  the  galaxy  itself,  though  wafted  on 
the  pinions  of  a  grey  goose  quill !  But,  ah  ! 
celestial  enchantress  !  the  necromancy  of  thy 
tyrannical  charms  hath  fettered  my  faculties 
with  adamantine  chains,  which,  unless  thy 
compassion  shall  melt,  I  must  eternally  re- 
main in  the  Tartarian  gulph  of  dismal  despair. 
Vouchsafe,  therefore,  O  thou  brightest  lumi- 
nary of  this  terrestrial  sphere  !  to  warm  as 
well  as  shine ;  and  let  the  genial  rays  of  thy 
benevolence  melt  the  icy  emanations  of  thy 
disdain,  which  hath  frozen  up  the  spirits  of. 
angelic  pre-eminence  !  thy  most  egregious 
admirer  and  superlative  slave, 

"Peregrine  Pickle." 

Never  was  astonishment  more  perplexing 
than  that  of  Emilia,  when  she  read  this  cu- 
rious composition,  which  she  repeated  ver- 
batim three  times  before  she  would  credit 
the  evidence  of  her  own  senses.  She  began 
to  fear  in  good  earnest  that  love  had  pro- 
duced  a  disorder  in  her  lover's  understand- 
ing ;  but  after  a  thousand  conjectures,  by 
which  she  attempted  to  account  for  this  ex- 
traordinaiy  fustian  of  style,  she  concluded 
that  it  was  the  effect  of  mere  levity,  calcu- 
lated to  ridicule  the  passion  he  had  formerly 
professed.  Irritated  by  this  supposition,  she 
resolved  to  baulk  his  triumph  with  affected 
indifference,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  endea- 
vour to  expel  him  from  that  place  which  he 
possessed  within  her  heart ;  and,  indeed,  such 
a  victory  over  her  inclinations  might  have 
been  obtained  without  great  difficulty ;  for 
she  enjoyed  an  easiness  of  temper  that  could 
accommodate  itself  to  the  emergencies  of  her 
fate;  and  her  vivacity,  by  amusing  her  im- 
agination, preserved  her  from  the  keener  sen 
sations  of  sorrow.  Thus  determined  and 
disposed,  she  did  not  send  any  sort  of  answer, 
or  the  least  token  of  remembrance  by  Pipes, 
who  was  suffered  to  depart  with  a  general 
compliment  from  the  mother,  and  arrived  al 
Winchester  the  next  day. 

Peregrine's  eyes  sparkled  when  he  saw 
his  messenger  come  in,  and  he  stretched  out 
his  hand  in  full  confidence  of  receiving  some 
particular  mark  of  his  Emilia's  affection  ;  but 
how  was  he  confounded,  when  he  found  hig 
hope  so  cruelly  disappointed  !  In  an  instant 
his  countenance  fell.  He  stood  for  some 
time  silent  and  abashed,  then  thrice  repeat- 
ed the  interrogation  of  "  What  !  not  ono 
word  from  Emilia?"  and  dubious  of  his  cou- 
rier's discretion,  inquired  minutely  into  all  the 
particulars  of  his  reception.  He  asked  if  he 
had  seen  the  young  lady  ;  if  she  was  in  good 
health  ;  if  he  had  found  an  opprrtunity  of  de- 
livering his  letter,  and  how  she  looked  when 
he  put  it  ,nto  her  hand  ^  Pipes  answered  thai 


ADVENTURES  OF  PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


7.-} 


ho  had  never  seen  her  in  better  liealth  or 
higher  spirits  ;  that  he  had  nianaprcd  matters 
Ko  as  not  only  to  present  tlic  billet  unper- 
ceived,  but  also  to  ask  her  commands  in  pri- 
vate before  he  took  his  leave,  when  she  told 
him  that  the  letter  required  no  reply.  This 
last  circumstance  ho  considered  as  a  manifest 
mark  of  disrespect,  and  gnawed  his  lips  with 
resentment.  Upon  further  reflection,  how- 
ever, he  supposed  that  she  could  not  conve- 
niently v.'ritc  by  the  messenger,  and  would 
undoubtedly  favour  him  by  the  post.  This 
consideration  consoled  him  for  the  present, 
and  he  waited  impatiently  for  the  fruits  of 
his  hope ;  but  after  he  had  seen  eight  days 
elapsed  without  reaping  the  satisfaction  with 
which  he  had  flattered  himself,  his  temper 
forsook  him,  he  raved  against  the  whole  se.x, 
and  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  sullen  chagrin ; 
but  jiis  pride  in  a  little  time  came  to  his  as- 
sistance and  rescued  him  from  the  horrors  of 
the  melancholy  fiend.  lie  resolved  to  retort 
her  own  neglect  upon  his  ungrateful  mis- 
tress ;  his  countenance  gradually  resumed  its 
former  serenity  ;  and  though  by  this  time  he 
was  pretty  well  cured  of  his  foppery,  he  ap- 
peared again  at  public  diversions  with  an  air 
of  gaiety  and  unconcern,  that  Emilia  might 
have  a  chance  of  hearing  how  much,  in  all 
likelihood,  he  disregarded  her  disdain. 

There  are  never  wanting  certain  officious 
pereons,  who  take  pleasure  in  promoting  in- 
telligence of  this  sort.  His  behaviour  soon 
reached  the  ears  of  Miss  Gauntlet,  and  con- 
firmed her  in  the  opinion  she  had  conceived 
from  his  letter  ;  so  that  she  fortified  herself 
in  her  former  sentiments,  and  bore  his  indif- 
ference witii  great  philosophy.  Thus  a  cor- 
respondence which  had  commenced  with  all 
the  tenderness  and  sincerity  of  love,  and 
every  promise  of  duration,  was  interrupted  in 
its  infancy  by  a  misunderstanding  occasioned 
by  the  simplicity  of  Pipes,  who  never  once 
reflected  upon  tl;e  consequences  of  his  deceit. 

Though  their  mutual  passion  was  by  those 
means  suppressed  for  the  present,  it  was  not 
altogether  extinguished,  but  glowed  in  secret, 
tliough  even  to  themselves  unknown,  until 
an  occasion,  which  afterwards  ofTered,  blew 
up  the  latent  flame,  and  love  resumed  his  em- 
piro  in  their  breasts. 

While  they  moved,  as  it  were,  without  the 
sphere  of  each  other's  attraction,  the  com- 
modore, fearing  that  Perry  was  in  danger  of 
involving  himself  in  some  pernicious  engage- 
ment, resolved,  by  advice  of  Mr  Jolter  and 
his  friend  the  parish  priest,  to  recall  him  from 
the  place  where  he  had  contracted  such  im- 
pruuenr  connexion.s,  and  send  him  to  the  uni- 
versity, where  his  education  might  be  com- 
pleted, and  his  fancy  weaned  from  all  pue- 
rile amusements. 

Tliis  plan  had  been  proposed  to  his  own 
father,  who,  as  hath  jeen  already  observed, 
itood  always  neuter  ir.  every  thing  that  con- 
cerned his  eldest  son  ;  and  as  for  Mrs  Pickle, 
K 


she  never  heard  his  name  mentioned  since 
his  departure  with  any  degree  of  temper  or 
tranquillity,  except  when  her  iiusband  inform- 
ed jier  that  he  was  in  a  fair  way  of  being  ru- 
ined by  this  indiscreet  amour.  It  was  then 
she  began  to  applaud  her  own  foresight, 
whicli  had  discerned  the  mark  of  reprobation 
in  that  vicious  boy,  and  launched  out  in  com- 
parison between  him  and  (Jainmy,  who,  she 
observed,  was  a  child  of  uncommon  ])artfi 
and  solidity,  and,  with  the  blessing  of  God, 
would  be  a  comfort  to  his  parents,  and  an  or- 
nament to  the  family. 

Should  I  affirm  that  this  favourite,  whom 
she  commended  so  much,  was  in  every  re- 
spect the  reverse  of  what  she  described  ;  that 
he  was  a  boy  of  mean  capacity,  and,  though 
remarkably  distorted  in  his  body,  much  more 
crooked  in  his  disposition  ;  and  that  she  had 
persuaded  her  husband  to  espouse  her  opinion, 
though  it  \\*as  contrary  to  common  sense,  as 
well  as  to  his  own  perception ; — I  am  afraid 
the  reader  will  think  I  represent  a  monster  that 
never  existed  in  nature,  and  be  apt  to  condemn 
the  economy  of  my  invention  ;  nevertheless, 
there  is  nothing  more  true  than  every  cir- 
cumstance of  wliat  I  have  advanced;  and  I 
wish  the  picture,  singular  as  it  is,  may  no: 
be  thouglit  to  resemble  more  than  one  original 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Peregrine  is  summoned  to  attend  Ids  uncle 
— is  more  and  more  hated  bxj  his  own  mor 
ther — appeals  to  his  father,  lohose  conde- 
scension IS  defeated  by  the  dominion  of 
his  wife. 

But,  waving  these  reflections,  let  us  return 
to  Peregrine,  who  received  a  summons  to  at- 
tend his  uncle,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived 
with  Mr  Jolter  and  Pipes  at  the  garrison, 
which  he  filled  with  joy  and  satisfaction. 
The  alteration  which,  during  his  absence, 
had  happened  in  his  person,  was  very  fa- 
vourable in  his  appearance,  which,  from  that 
of  a  comely  boy,  was  converted  into  that  of 
a  most  engaging  youth.  He  was  already 
taller  than  a  middle-sized  man,  his  shape  as- 
certained, his  sinews  well  knit,  his  mien 
greatly  improved,  and  h.is  whole  figure  as  ele- 
gant and  graceful  as  if  he  had  been  cast  in 
the  same  mould  with  the  Apollo  of  Belvidere. 
Such  an  outside  could  not  fail  of  prepos- 
sessing people  in  his  favour.  The  commo- 
dore, notwithstanding  the  advantageous  re- 
ports he  had  heard,  found  his  expectation 
exceed  in  the  person  of  Peregrine,  and  signi- 
fied his  approbation  in  the  most  sanguine 
terms.  Mrs  Trunnion  was  struck  with  his 
genteel  address,  and  received  him  with  un 
common  marks  of  complacency  and  affec- 
tion :  he  was  caressed  by  all  the  people  in 
the  neighbourhood,  who,  while  they  admired 
his  accomplishments,  could  not '-elp  pitying 
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tiis  infatuated  mother,  for  being  deprived  of 
that  unutterable  delight  which  any  other  pa- 
rent would  have  enjoyed  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  such  an  amiable  son. 

Divers  efforts  were  made  by  some  well- 
disposed  people  to  conquer,  if  possible,  this 
monstrous  prejudice ;  but  their  endeavours, 
instead  of  curing,  served  only  to  inflame  the 
distemper,  and  she  never  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  indulge  him  with  the  least  mark  of 
maternal  regard.  On  the  contrary,  her  ori- 
ginal disgust  degenerated  into  such  invete- 
racy of  hatred,  that  she  left,  no  stone  unturn- 
ed to  alienate  the  commodore's  afiection  from 
this  her  innocent  child,  and  even  practised 
the  most  malicious  defamation  to  accomplish 
her  purpose.  Every  day  did  she  abuse  her 
husband's  ear  with  some  forged  instances  of 
Peregrine's  ingratitude  to  his  uncle,  well 
knowing  that  it  would  reach  the  commo- 
dore's knowledge  at  night. 

Accordingly  Mr  Pickle  used  to  tell  him  at 
the  club,  that  liis  hopeful  favourite  had  ridi- 
culed him  in  such  a  company,  and  aspersed 
his  spouse  upon  another  occasion ;  and  thus 
retail  the  little  scandalous  issue  of  his  own 
wife's  invention.  Luckily  for  Peregrine,  the 
commodore  paid  no  great  regard  to  the  au- 
thority of  his  informer,  because  he  knew  from 
what  channel  his  intelligence  flowed;  be- 
sides, the  youth  had  a  staunch  friend  in  Mr 
Hatchway,  who  never  failed  to  vindicate  him 
when  he  was  thus  unjustly  accused,  and  al- 
ways found  argument  enough  to  confute  the 
assertions  of  his  enemies.  13ut  though  Trun- 
nion had  been  dubious  of  the  young  gentle- 
man's principles,  and  deaf  to  the  remon- 
strances of  the  lieutenant.  Perry  was  pro- 
vided with  a  bulwark  strong  enough  to 
defend  him  from  all  such  assaults.  This  was 
no  other  than  his  aunt,  whose  regard  for  him 
was  perceived  to  increase  in  the  same  pro- 
portion as  his  own  mother's  diminished:  and 
indeed  the  augmentation  of  the  one  was,  in 
all  probability,  owing  to  the  decrease  of  the 
other;  for  the  two  ladies,  with  great  civility, 
performed  all  the  duties  of  good  neighbour- 
iiood,  and  hated  each  other  most  piously  in 
their  hearts. 

Mrs  Pickle  having  been  disobliged  at  the 
splendour  of  her  sister's  new  equipage,  had, 
ever  since  that  time,  in  the  course  of  her  vis- 
iting, endeavoured  to  make  people  merry 
with  satirical  jokes  on  tlie  poor  lady's  infir- 
mities; and  Mrs  Trunnion  seized  the  very 
first  opportunity  of  making  reprisals,  by  in- 
veighing against  her  unnatural  behaviour  to 
her  own  child;  so  that  Peregrine,  as  on  the 
one  hand  he  was  abhorred,  so  or.  the  other 
he  was  caressed,  in  consequence  of  this  con- 
tention ;  and  I  firmly  believe  that  the  most 
effectual  method  of  destroying  his  interest  at 
the  garrison,  would  have  been  the  show  of 
countenancing  him  at  his  father's  house ;  but 
srhetlier  this  conjecture  be  reasonable  or  chi- 
merical, certain  it  is  the  experiment  was  ne- 


ver tried,  and  therefore  Mr  Peregrine  ran  no 
risk  of  being  disgraced.  The  commodore, 
who  assumed,  .and  justly  too,  the  whole  me- 
rit of  his  education,  was  now  as  proud  of  the 
youth's  improvements  as  if  he  had  actuall} 
been  his  own  offspring;  and  sometimes  his 
affection  rose  to  such  a  pitch  of  enthusiasm, 
that  he  verily  believed  him  to  be  the  issue  of 
his  own  loins.  Notwithstanding  this  favour- 
able predicament  in  which  our  hero  stood 
with  his  aunt  and  her  husband,  he  could  not 
help  feeling  the  injury  he  suffered  from  the 
caprice  of  his  mother;  and  though  the  gai- 
ety of  his  disposition  hindered  him  from  af- 
flicting himself  with  reflections  of  any  gloomy 
cast,  he  did  not  fail  to  foresee,  that,  if  any 
sudden  accident  should  deprive  him  of  the 
commodore,  he  would  in  all  likelihood  find 
himself  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation. 
Prompted  by  this  consideration,  he  one  even- 
ing accompanied  his  uncle  to  the  club,  and  was 
introduced  to  his  father,  before  that  worthy 
gentleman  had  the  least  inkling  of  his  arrival. 
Mr  Gamaliel  was  never  so  disconcerted  as 
at  this  rencounter.  His  own  disposition 
would  not  suffer  him  to  do  any  thing  that 
might  create  the  least  disturbance,  or  inter- 
rupt his  evening's  enjoyment ;  so  strongly 
was  he  impressed  with  the  terror  of  his  wife, 
that  he  durst  not  yield  to  the  tranquillity  of 
his  temper,  and,  as  I  have  already  observed, 
his  inclination  was  perfectly  neutral.  Thus 
distracted  between  different  motives,  when 
Perry  was  presented  to  him,  he  sat  silent  and 
absorbed,  as  if  he  did  not,  or  would  not,  per- 
ceive the  application  ;  and  when  he  was  urged 
to  declare  himself  by  the  youth,  who  patheti- 
cally begged  to  know  how  he  had  incurred 
his  displeasure,  he  answered,  in  a  peevish 
strain,  "  Why,  good  now,  child,  what  would 
you  have  me  to  do"!  your  mother  can't  abide 
you."  "  If  my  mother  is  so  unkind,  I  will 
not  call  it  unnatural,"  (said  Peregrine,  the 
tears  of  indignation  starting  from  his  eyes,) 
"  as  to  banish  me  from  her  presence  and  af- 
fection, without  the  least  cause  assigned,  ] 
hope  you  will  not  be  so  unjust  as  to  espouse 
her  barbarous  prejudice."  Before  Mr  Picklt 
had  time  to  reply  to  this  expostulation,  for 
which  he  was  not  at  all  prepared,  the  com- 
modore interposed,  and  enforced  his  favour- 
ite's remonstrance,  by  telling  Mr  Gamaliel, 
that  he  was  ashamed  to  see  any  man  drive 
in  such  a  miserable  manner  under  his  wife's 
petticoat.  "  As  for  my  own  part,"  (said  he, 
raising  his  voice,  and  assuming  a  look  of 
importance  and  command,)  "before  I  would 
suffer  myself  to  be  steered  all  weathers  by 
any  woman  in  Christendom  d'ye  see,  Pd 
raise  such  a  hurricane  about  her  ears,  that" 
— here  he  was  interrupted  by  Mr  Hatchway, 
who,  thrusting  his  head  towards  the  door,  in 
the  attitude  of  one  that  listens,  cried,  "  Ahey! 
there's  your  spouse  come  to  pay  us  a  visit." 
Trunnion's  features  that  instant  adopted  i 
new  disposition:    fear  and  confusion  took 
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possessioi:  of  his  countenance ;  his  voice, 
from  a  tone  of  vocifeni*  ion,  sunk  into  a  whis- 
per of  "  Sure  you  must,  be  mistaken,  Jack;" 
and  in  great  perplexity  lie  wiped  olT  the 
sweat  which  had  started  on  his  forehead  at 
this  false  alarm.  The  lieutenant,  liaving  thus 
punished  him  for  the  rodomontade  lie  liad 
altered,  told  him,  with  an  arch  sneer,  that 
he  was  deceived  with  the  sound  of  the  out- 
ward door  creaking  upon  its  hinges,  whicli 
he  mistook  for  Mrs  Trunnion's  voice,  and 
desired  him  to  proceed  with  his  admonitions 
to  Mr  Pickle.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  this 
arrogance  was  a  little  unseasonable  in  the 
commodore,  who  was  in  all  respects  as  ef- 
fectually subdued  to  the  dominion  of  his  wife 
as  the  person  whose  submission  he  then  ven- 
tured to  condemn,  witli  this  dilferenco  of  dis- 
position— Trunnion's  subjection  was  like  that 
of  a  bear,  chequered  with  tits  of  surliness  and 
rage;  whereas  Pickle  bore  the  yoke  like  an 
ox,  without  repining.  No  wonder  then  that 
this  indolence,  this  sluggishness,  this  stag- 
nation of  temper,  rendered  Gamaliel  incapa- 
ble of  withstanding  the  arguments  and  im- 
portunity of  his  friends,  to  which  he  at  length 
surrendered.  He  acquiesced  in  the  justice  of 
their  observations,  and,  taking  his  son  by  the 
Hand,  promised  to  favour  him  for  the  future 
with  his  love  and  fatherly  protection. 

13ut  this  laudable  resolution  did  not  last: 
Mrs  Pickle,  still  dubious  of  his  constancy, 
and  jealous  of  his  communication  with  the 
commodore,  never  failed  to  interrogate  him 
every  night  about  the  conversation  that  hap- 
pened at  the  club,  and  regulate  her  exhorta- 
tions according  to  the  intelligence  she  re- 
ceived. He  was  no  sooner,  therefore,  safely 
conveyed  to  bed  (that  academy  in  wliich  all 
notable  wives  communicate  tlieir  lectures), 
than  her  catechism  began ;  and  she  in  a  mo- 
ment perceived  something  reluctant  and  equi- 
vocal in  her  husband's  answers.  Aroused  at 
this  discovery,  she  employed  her  influence 
and  skill  with  such  success,  that  ho  disclosed 
every  circumstance  of  what  had  happened ; 
and,  after  having  sustained  a  most  severe  re- 
buke for  his  simplicity  and  indiscretion,  hum- 
bled himself  so  far  as  to  promise  that  he  would 
next  day  annul  the  condescensions  he  had 
made,  and  for  ever  renounce  the  ungracious 
object  of  her  disgust.  This  undertaking  was 
punctually  performed  in  a  letter  to  the  com- 
modore, which  she  herself  dictated,  in  these 
words. — 

"  Sir, — Whereas  my  good-nature  being 
last  night  imposed  upon,  I  was  persuaded  to 
countenance  and  promise,  I  know  not  what, 
to  that  vicious  youth,  whose  parent  I  have 
the  misfortune  to  be ;  1  desire  you  will  take 
notice,  that  I  revoke  all  such  countenance 
and  promises,  and  shall  never  look  upon  that 
man  as  my  friend  who  will  henceforth  in 
such  a  cause  solicit,  Sir,  yours,  &.c. 

'Gam.  Pickle." 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Trunnion  is  enraged  at  the  conduct  of  Pic- 
kle— I'ernrrinc  resents  the  injustice  of 
his  mother,  to  lohom  he  explains  his  sen- 
timents in  a  letter — is  entered  at  the  uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  where  he  signalizes 
himself  as  a  youth  of  an  enterprising 
genius. 

Unspeakable  were  tlio  transports  of  rage 
to  which  Trunnion  was  incensed  by  this  ab- 
surd  renunciation  :  he  tore  the  letter  with  his 
gums  (teeth  he  had  none),  spit  with  furious 
grmiaces,  in  token  of  the  contem|)t  he  enter- 
tained for  the  author,  whom  he  not  only 
damned  as  a  lousy,  scabby,  nasty,  scurvvi 
skulking,  lubberly  noodle,  but  resolved  to 
challenge  to  single  combat  with  fire  and 
sword;  but  he  was  dissuaded  from  this  vio- 
lent measure,  and  appeased  by  the  interven- 
tion and  advice  of  the  lieutenant  and  Mr 
jolter,  who  represented  the  message  as  the 
effect  of  the  poor  man's  infirmity,  for  which 
he  was  rather  an  object  of  pity  than  of  re- 
sentment, and  turned  the  stream  of  his  in- 
dignation against  the  wife,  whom  he  reviled 
accordingly.  Nor  did  Peregrine  himself  bear 
with  patience  tiiis  injurious  declaration,  the 
nature  of  whicli  he  no  sooner  understood 
from  Hatchway,  than,  equally  shocked  and 
exasperated,  he  retired  to  his  apartment,  and, 
in  the  first  emotions  of  his  ire,  produced  the 
following  epistle,  which  was  immediately 
conveyed  to  his  mother. — 

"  Madam, — Had  nature  formed  me  a  bug- 
bear to  the  siglit,  and  inspired  me  with  a  sou! 
as  vicious  as  my  body  was  detestable,  per- 
haps I  might  have  enjoyed  particular  markn 
of  your  affection  and  applause;  seeing  you 
have  persecuted  nie  with  such  unnatural 
aversion,  for  no  other  visible  reason  than  that 
of  my  differing  so  widely  in  shape,  as  well 
as  disposition,  from  that  deformed  urchin 
who  is  the  object  of  your  tenderness  and 
care.  If  those  be  the  terms  on  which  alone  I 
can  obtain  your  favour,  T  pray  God  you  may 
never  cease  to  hale,  madam,  your  much  in- 
jured son,  Peregrine  I^ickle." 

This  letter,  which  nothing  but  his  passion 
and  inexperience  could  excuse,  had  such  an 
effect  upon  his  mother  as  may  be  easily  con- 
ceived.  She  was  enraged  to  a  degree  of 
frenzy  against  the  writer;  though  at  the  »imc 
time  she  considered  tlie  whole  as  the  prjduc- 
tion  of  Mrs  Trunnion's  particular  picpie,  and 
represented  it  to  her  husband  as  an  insult 
that  he  was  bound  in  honour  to  resent,  by 
breaking  off  all  correspondence  with  the 
commodore  and  his  family.  This  was  a  bit- 
tor  pill  to  Gamaliel,  who,  through  a  long 
course  of  years,  was  so  habituated  to  Trun- 
nion's company,  that  he  cou.tl  as  easily  have 
p)rted  with  a  limb,  as  have  relinouishpd  the 
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club  all  at  once.  He  therefore  ventured  to 
represent  his  own  incapacity  to  follow  her 
advice,  and  begg-ed  tliat  he  might  at  least  be 
allowed  to  drop  the  connexion  gradually, 
protesting  that  he  would  do  his  endeavour 
to  give  her  all  manner  of  satisfaction. 

Meanwhile  preparations  were  made  for 
Peregrine's  departure  to  the  university ;  and 
in  a  few  weeks  he  set  out,  in  the  seventeenth 
year  of  his  age,  accompanied  by  the  same 
attendants  who  lived  with  him  at  Winches- 
ter. His  uncle  laid  strong  injunctions  upon 
him  to  avoid  the  company  of  immodest  wo- 
men, to  mind  his  learning,  to  let  him  hear 
«>f  his  welfare  as  often  as  he  could  spare  time 
to  write,  and  settled  his  appointments  at  the 
rate  of  five  hundred  a-ycar,  including  his  go- 
vernor's salary,  which  was  one-fifth  part  of 
the  sum.  The  heart  of  our  young  gentleman 
dilated  at  the  prospect  of  the  figure  he  should 
make  with  such  a  handsome  annuity,  the  ma- 
nagement of  which  was  left  to  his  own  dis- 
cretion: and  he  amused  his  imagination  with 
tlie  most  agreeable  reveries  during  his  jour- 
ney to  Oxford,  which  he  performed  in  two 
days.  Here,  being  introduced  to  the  head  of 
the  college,  to  whom  he  had  been  recom- 
mended, accommodated  with  genteel  apart- 
ments, entered  as  gentleman  commoner  in 
the  books,  and  provided  with  a  judicious  tu- 
tor, instead  of  returning  to  the  study  of 
Greek  and  Latin,  in  which  he  thought  him- 
self already  sufficiently  instructed,  he  renew- 
ed his  acquaintance  with  some  of  his  old 
school-fellows,  whom  he  found  in  the  same 
situation,  and  was  by  them  initiated  in  all 
the  fashionable  diversions  of  the  place. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  made  himself 
remarkable  for  his  spirit  and  humour,  which 
were  so  acceptable  to  the  bucks  of  the  uni- 
versity, that  he  was  admitted  as  a  member  of 
their  corporation,  and,  in  a  very  little  time, 
became  tlie  most  conspicuous  personage  of 
the  whole  fraternity  ;  not  that  ho  valued  him- 
self upon  his  ability  in  smoking  the  greatest 
number  of  pipes,  and  drinking  the  largest 
quantity  of  ale ;  these  were  qualifications  of 
too  gross  a  Jiature  to  captivate  his  refined 
ambition.  He  piqued  himself  on  his  talent 
for  raillery,  his  genius  and  taste,  his  person- 
al accomplishments,  and  his  success  at  in- 
trigue: nor  were  his  excursions  confined  to 
the  small  villag:!s  in  the  neighbourhood,  which 
are  commonly  ■  isited  once  a-week  by  the  stu- 
dent, for  the  sake  of  carnal  recreation.  He 
Kept  his  own  horses,  traversed  the  whole 
county  in  parties  of  pleasure,  attended  all  the 
races  within  fifty  miles  of  Oxford,  and  made 
frequent  jaunts  to  London,  whore  he  used  to 
lie  incognito  during  the  best  part  of  many  a 
term. 

The  rules  of  the  university  were  too  se- 
vere to  be  observed  by  a  youth  of  his  viva- 
«'.ty ;  and  therefore  lie  became  acquainted 
with  the  proctor  by  times.  But  all  the  checks 
ae  received  were  insufficient  to  uiodcrate  his 


career;  he  frequented  taverns  and  cofTee 
houses,  committed  midnight  frolics  in  the 
streets,  insulted  all  the  sober  and  pacific  class 
of  his  fellow-students;  the  tutors  themselves 
were  not  sacred  from  his  ridicule ;  he  laughed 
at  the  magistrate,  and  neglected  every  par 
ticular  of  college  disciplifte. 

In  vain  did  they  attempt  to  restrain  liin 
irregularities  by  the  imposition  of  fines;  he 
was  liberal  to  profusion,  and  therefore  paia 
without  reluctance.  Thrice  did  he  scale  the 
windows  of  a  tradesman,  with  whose  daughter 
he  had  an  affair  of  gallantry ;  as  often  was  ho 
obliged  to  seek  his  safety  by  a  precipitate 
leap;  and  one  night  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  an  ambuscade  that 
was  laid  by  the  father,  had  not  his  trusty 
squire  Pipes  interposed  in  his  behalf,  and 
manfully  rescued  him  from  the  clubs  of  his 
enemies. 

In  the  midst  of  these  excesses,  Mr  Jolter, 
finding  his  admonitions  neglected,  and  his 
influence  utterly  destroyed,  attempted  to 
wean  his  pupil  from  his  extravagant  courses, 
by  engaging  his  attention  in  some  more  laud- 
able pursuit.  With  this  view,  he  introduced 
him  into  a  club  of  politicians,  who  received 
him  with  great  demonstrations  of  regard,  ac- 
commodated themselves  more  than  he  could 
have  expected  to  his  jovial  disposition,  and. 
while  they  revolved  schemes  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  state,  drank  with  such  devotion  to 
the  accomplishment  of  their  plans,  that,  be- 
fore  parting,  the  cares  of  their  patriotism 
were  quite  overwhelmed. 

Peregrine,  though  he  coidd  not  approve 
of  their  doctrine,  resolved  to  attach  himself 
for  some  time  to  their  company;  because  he 
perceived  ample  subject  for  his  ridicule,  in 
the  characters  of  these  wrong-headed  en- 
thusiasts.  It  was  a  constant  practice  with 
them,  in  their  midnight  consistories,  to 
swallow  such  plentiful  draughts  of  inspira- 
tion, that  their  mysteries  commonly  ended 
like  those  of  the  Bacchanalian  orgia;  and 
they  were  seldom  capable  of  maintaining 
that  solemnity  of  decorum,  which,  by  the  na- 
ture of  their  ftmctions,  most  of  them  were 
obliged  to  profess.  Now,  as  Peregrine's  sa- 
tirical disposition  was  never  more  gratified 
than  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  expos- 
ing grave  characters  in  ridiculous  attitudes, 
he  laid  a  mischievous  snare  for  his  new  con- 
federates, which  took  effect  in  this  manner. 
— In  one  )f  their  nocturnal  deliberations,  he 
promoted  such  a  spirit  of  good  fellowship,  by 
the  agreeable  sallies  of  his  wit,  which  were 
purposely  levelled  against  ihoir  political  ad- 
versaries, that  by  ten  o'clock  they  were  all 
ready  to  join  in  the  most  extravagant  pro- 
posal that  could  be  made.  They  broke  thoir 
glasses  in  consequence  of  his  suggestion, 
drank  healths  out  of  their  shoes,  cape,  and 
the  bottoms  of  the  candlesticks  that  stood  be- 
fore them,  sometimes  standing  with  one  foo* 
on  a  chair,  and  the  knee  bent  on  the  edcR  o/ 
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no  tabic;  and,  when  thoy  could  no  loiicrcr 
stand  in  that  posluri',  setting'  thoir  bare  pos- 
teriors on  tlie  colli  floor.  Tiicy  huzzaed, 
halloed,  danced,  and  suntj,  and,  in  short, 
were  elevated  to  sucli  a  ])itch  of  intoxica- 
tion, that  when  Peregrine  proposed  that 
they  should  burn  their  periwigs,  the  hint 
was  immediately  approved,  and  they  execut- 
ed the  frolic  as  one  u'an.  Their  shoos  and 
Daps  underwent  the  same  fate  by  the  same 
instigation;  and  in  this  trim  he  led  them 
forth  into  the  street,  where  thoy  resolved  to 
compel  every  body  they  should  fmd  to  sub- 
scribe to  their  political  creed,  and  pronounce 
the  shibboleth  of  tiieir  party.  In  the  achiev- 
ment  of  this  enterprise,  they  met  with  more 
opposition  than  they  expected  ;  they  were 
encountered  with  arguments  which  they 
could  not  well  withstand ;  the  noses  uf  some, 
and  eyes  of  others,  in  a  very  little  time,  bore 
the  marks  of  obstinate  disputation.  Their 
conductor  having  at  length  engaged  the 
whole  body  in  a  fray  with  anotlicr  squadron, 
which  was  pretty  much  in  the  same  condi- 
tion, he  very  fairly  gave  them  the  slip,  and 
slily  retreated  to  his  apartment,  foreseeing 
that  liis  companions  would  soon  be  favoured 
with  the  notice  of  their  superiors  ;  nor  was 
he  deceived  in  his  prognostic  ;  the  proctor, 
going  his  round,  chanced  to  fall  in  with  this 
tumidtuous  uproar,  and,  interposing  his  au- 
thority, found  means  to  quiet  the  disturbance. 
Me  took  cognizance  of  their  names,  and  dis- 
missed the  rioters  to  their  respective  cham- 
bers, not  a  little  scandalized  at  the  behaviour 
of  some  among  them,  wliose  business  and 
duty  it  was  to  set  far  other  examples  to  the 
youth  under  their  care  and  direction. 

About  midnight.  Pipes,  who  had  orders  to 
attend  at  a  distance,  and  keep  an  eye  upon 
Joker,  brought  home  that  unfortunate  go- 
vernor upon  his  back  (Peregrine  having  be- 
forehand secured  his  admittance  into  the  col- 
lege), and  among  other  bruises  he  was  found 
to  have  rweived  a  couple  of  contusions  on 
his  face,  which  next  morning  appeared  in  a 
black  circle  that  surrounded  eacli  eye. 

Tiiis  was  a  mortifying  circumstance  to  a 
man  of  his  character  and  deportment,  espe- 
cially as  he  had  received  a  message  from  tlie 
proctor,  who  desired  to  see  him  forthwith. 
With  great  humility  and  contrition  he  beg- 
ged tlie  advice  of  his  pupil,  who,  being  used 
to  amuse  himself  with  painting,  assured  Mr 
Jolter,  that  he  would  cover  tliose  signs  of 
disgrace  with  a  slight  coat  of  flesh-colour  so 
dexterously  that  it  would  he  almost  impossi- 
ble to  distinguish  the  artificial  from  the  na- 
tural skin.  The  rueful  governor,  rather  than 
expose  such  opprobrious  tokens  to  the  ob- 
servation and  censure  of  the  magistrates, 
Bubmitted  to  the  expedient.  Although  his 
counsellor  had  over-rated  his  own  skill,  he 
was  persuaded  to  confide  in  the  disguise, 
and  actually  attendee  the  proctor,  with  such 
I  8tarii)g  addition  to  the  natural  ghastliiiess 


of  his  features,  tliat  his  visage  bore  a  very 
apt  resemblance  to  some  of  tliose  ferocious 
countenances  that  hang  over  the  doors  of 
certain  taverns  and  ale-houses,  under  the 
denomination  of  the  Saracen's  head. 

Such  a  remarkable  alteration  of  physiog- 
nomy could  not  escape  the  notice  of  the 
most  undiscerning  beholder,  much  jOss  the 
penetrating  eye  of  his  severe  judge,  alreadv 
whetted  with  what  he  had  seen  over-niglit. 
He  was  therefore  upbraided  with  this  ridicu- 
lous and  shallow  artifice,  and,  together  with 
the  companions  of  his  debauch,  underwent 
such  a  cutting  reprimand  for  the  scandalous 
irregularity  of  his  conduct,  that  all  of  them 
remained  creat-fallen,  and  were  ashamed,  for 
many  weeks,  to  appear  in  the  public  execu- 
tion of  their  duty. 

Peregrine  was  too  vain  of  his  finesse  to 
conceal  the  part  lie  acted  in  this  comedy, 
with  the  particulars  of  which  he  regaled  hi;i 
companions,  and  thereby  entailed  upon  him- 
self the  hate  and  resentment  of  the  commu- 
nity whose  maxims  and  practices  he  had  dis- 
closed ;  for  he  was  considered  as  a  spy,  who 
had  intruded  liimsclf  into  their  society  with 
a  view  of  betraying  it ;  or,  at  best,  as  an 
apostate  and  renegado  from  the  faith  and 
principles  which  he  had  professed. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

He  is  insulted  by  his  tutor,  whom  he  lam- 
poons. — Makes  a  considerable  progress 
in  polite  literature — and  in  an  excursion 
to  Windsor,  meets  tvith  Emilia  by  acci- 
dent, and  is  very  coldly  received. 

Among  those  who  sufTcrcd  by  his  crafY  and 
infidelity  was  Mr  Jumble,  his  own  tutor,  who 
could  not  at  all  digest  the  mortifying  aflront 
he  had  received,  and  was  n>.solved  to  be  re- 
venged on  the  insidting  author.  With  this 
view  he  watched  the  conduct  of  Mv  Pickle 
with  the  utmost  rancour  of  vigilance,  and  let 
slip  no  opportunity  of  treating  him  with  dis- 
respect, which  he  knew  the  dis])osition  of 
liis  pupil  could  less  brook  than  any  other  se 
verity  it  was  in  his  power  to  exercise. 

Peregrine  had  been  several  mornings  ab- 
sent from  chapel  ;  and  as  Mr  Jumble  never 
failed  to  question  him  in  a  very  peremptory 
style  about  his  non-attendance,  he  invented 
some  very  plausible  excuses ;  but  at  length 
his  ingenuity  was  exhausted  ;  he  received  a 
very  galling  rebuke  for  his  profligacy  of  mo- 
rals, and  that  he  might  feel  it  the  more  sen- 
sibly, was  ordered,  by  way  of  exercise,  to 
compose  a  paraphrase,  in  English  verse 
upon  these  two  lines  in  Virgil : 

"Vane  ligjiir,  friistraqiie   aniinis  elate  siipcrbis 
Nequicqiiam  palrias  leiitasti  lubricus  artes. "' 

Tlie  imposition  cf  this  invidious  scheme 
had  all  the    desired  elTcct  UDon  PercgriiiP 
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who  not  only  considered  it  as  a  piece  of  un- 
mannerly abnse  levelled  against  his  own 
conduct,  but  also  as  a  retrospective  insjlt  on 
the  memory  of  his  grandfather,  who  (as  he 
had  been  informed)  was,  in  his  lifetime,  mora 
noted  fur  his  cunning  than  candor  in  trade. 

Exasperated  at  this  instance  cf  the  pe- 
dant's audacity,  he  had  well  nigh  (in  his  first 
transports)  taken  corporal  satisfaction  on  the 
spot ;  but  foreseeing  the  troublesome  conse- 
quence that  would  attend  such  a  flagrant 
outrage  against  the  laws  of  the  university, 
he  checked  his  indignation,  and  resolved  to 
revenge  tiie  injury  in  a  more  cool  and  con- 
temptuous manner.  Thus  determined,  he 
set  on  foot  an  inquiry  into  the  particulars  of 
Jumble's  parentage  and  education.  He 
learned  that  the  father  of  this  insolent  tutor 
was  a  bricklayer,  that  his  mother  sold  pies, 
and  that  the  son,  at  different  periods  of  his 
youth,  had  amused  himself  in  both  occupa- 
tions before  he  converted  his  views  to  the 
study  of  learning.  Fraught  with  this  intel- 
ligence, he  composed  the  following  ballad  in 
doggrel  rhymes,  and  next  day  presented  it 
as  a  gloss  upon  the  text  which  tlie  tutor  had 
chosen. 


Come,  listen  ye  students  of  ev'ry  degree, 
I  sing;  ofa  wit  and  a  tutor  perdie  ; 
A  statesman  profounil,  a  critic  immense. 
In  sliort,  a  mere  jnmble  oflearninp;  and  sen 
And  yet  ofliis  talents,  though  laudably  vair 
His  own  family  arts  lie  could  never  attain. 


His  father  intending;  his  fortune  to  build, 

In  his  youtli  would  have   taught  liim  the  trowel 

to  w  ield, 
But  the  mortar  of  discipline  never  would  stick, 
For  his  skull  was  secured  by  a  facing  of  brick; 
And   with   all   his   endeavours  of  patience   and 

pain. 
The  skill  of  his  sire  he  could  never  attain. 


His  mother,  an  housewife,  neat,  artfi.'i,  -in'!  wise, 
llenown'd  for  ber  delicate  biscuit  anii  ]iics, 
Soonalter'd  bis  studies,  by  flatt'ring  l;!s  taste. 
From    the   raising  of   walls  to   tiie   re.iring  of 

paste ! 
But  all  her  instructions  were  fruitless  and  vain, 
IMie  pie-making  mysl'ry  he  ne'er  could  attain. 

IV. 

Yet  true  to  his  race,  in  bis  labours  were  seen 
A  jumble  of  both  tbeir  professions,  I  ween  ; 
For,  when  his  own  genius  he  ventur'd  to  trust. 
His    i)ies   seem'd  of   brick,  and   his  houses  of 

ct  (1st. 
Then,  good  Mr  Tutor,  pray  be  not  so  vain, 
Smce  your  family  art    you  could  never  attain. 

This  impudent  production  was  the  most 
effectual  vengeance  he  could  have  taken  on 
his  tutor,  who  had  all  the  supercilious  arro- 
jfance  and  ridiculous  pride  of  a  low-born  pe- 
dant.    Instead  of  overlooking  this  petulant 


piece  of  satire  with  that  temper  and  decency 
of  disdain  that  became  a  person  of  his  gravi- 
ty and  station,  he  no  sooner  cast  his  eye 
over  the  performance,  than  the  blood  rushed 
into  his  countenance,  which  immediately 
after  exhibited  a  ghastly  pale  colour.  With 
a  quivering  lip  he  told  his  pupil  that  he  was 
an  impertinent  jackanapes,  and  he  would 
take  care  that  he  should  bo  expelled  from 
the  university,  for  having  presumed  to  write 
and  deliver  such  a  licentious  and  scurrilous 
libel.  Peregrine  answered  with  great  reso- 
lution, that  when  the  provocation  he  had 
received  should  be  known,  he  was  persuaded 
that  he  should  be  acquitted  in  the  opinion  of 
all  impartial  people  ;  and  that  he  was  ready 
to  submit  the  whole  to  the  decision  of  the 
master. 

This  arbitration  he  proposed,  because  he 
knew  the  master  and  Jumble  were  at  va- 
riance ;  and  for  that  reason  the  tiUor  durst 
not  venture  to  put  the  cause  on  such  an  is- 
sue. Nay,  when  this  reference  was  men- 
tioned. Jumble,  who  was  naturally  jealous, 
suspected  that  Peregrine  had  a  promise  of 
protection  before  he  undertook  to  commit 
such  an  outrageous  insult ;  and  this  notion 
had  such  an  eflect  upon  him,  that  he  re- 
solved to  devour  his  vexation,  and  wait  for 
a  more  proper  opportunity  of  gratifying  his 
hate.  Meanwhile  copies  of  the  ballad  were 
distributed  among  the  students,  who  sung  it 
under  the  very  nose  of  Mr  Jumble,  to  the 
tune  of  A  cobler  there  was,  &.c.  and  the  tri- 
umph of  our  hero  was  complete.  Neither 
was  his  whole  time  devoted  to  the  riotous 
extravagancies  of  youth.  He  enjoyed  many 
lucid  intervals  ;  during  which  he  contracted 
a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  clas- 
sics, applied  himself  to  the  reading  of  histo- 
ry, improved  his  taste  fur  painting  and  mu- 
sic, in  which  he  made  some  progress  ;  and 
above  all  things  cultivated  the  study  of  natu- 
ral philosophy.  It  was  generally  after  a 
course  of  close  attention  to  some  of  these 
arts  and  sciences,  that  his  disposition  broke 
out  into  those  irregularities  and  wild  sallies 
ofa  luxuriant  imaginntion,  for  which  he  be- 
came so  remarkable  ;  and  he  was  perhaps 
the  only  young  man  in  Oxford,  who,  at  the 
same  time,  maintained  an  intimate  and 
friendly  intercourse  with  the  most  unthink 
ing,  as  well  as  with  the  most  sedate  students 
at  the  university. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  young  man 
of  Peregrine's  vanity,  inexperience,  and  pro- 
fusion, could  suit  his  expense  to  his  allow- 
ance, liberal  as  it  was  ;  for  he  was  not  one 
of  those  fortunate  people  who  are  born  econ- 
omists, and  knew  not  the  art  of  withholding 
his  purse  when  he  saw  his  companion  in 
difficulty.  Thus  naturally  generous  and  ex- 
pensive, he  squandered  away  his  money, 
and  made  a  most  splendid  appearance  upon 
the  receipt  of  his  quarterly  appointment ;  but 
long  before  the  third  month  was  elapsed,  h  e 
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fiiisnces  were  consumed  ;  ami,  as  ho  could 
mt  stoop  to  ask  an  oxtrnordinary  supply, 
was  too  proud  to  borrow,  and  too  liaujrlity  to 
ruiJ  it)  debt  with  tradesmen,  he  devoted  tlioso 
pcritds  of  poverty  to  the  prosecution  of  his 
studies,  and  shone  forth  again  at  the  revolu- 
tion of  (|uarlcr-day. 

In  one  of  tiiese  irruptions,  he  and  some  of 
hi?  companions  went  to  Windsor,  in  order 
to  sec  the  royal  apartments  in  the  castle, 
whither  they  repaired  in  the  afternoon  ;  and, 
as  Peregrine  stood  contemp!atin<i;  the  picture 
of  Hercules  and  Ompliale,  one  of  his  fellow- 
etudents  whispered  in  his  ear,  "  Zounds  ! 
Pickle,  there  are  two  fine  pirls."  He  turned 
instantly  about,  and,  in  one  of  them  recog- 
nised his  almost  forgotten  Emilia :  her  ap- 
pearance acted  upon  his  imagination  like  a 
spark  of  fire  that  falls  among  gunpowder  ; 
that  passion  which  had  lain  dormant  for  the 
space  of  two  years  flashed  up  in  a  moment, 
and  he  was  seized  with  an  universal  trepi- 
dation. She  perceived  and  partook  of  his 
emotion  ;  for  their  souls,  like  unisons,  vi- 
brated with  the  same  impulse.  However, 
she  called  her  pride  and  resentment  to  her 
aid,  and  found  resolution  enough  to  retire 
from  such  a  dangerous  scene.  Alarmed  at 
lier  retreat,  lie  recollected  all  his  assurance, 
and,  impelled  by  love,  which  he  could  no 
longer  resist,  followed  her  into  the  next 
room,  where,  in  the  most  disconcerted  man- 
ner, he  accosted  her  with — "  Your  humble 
servant,  Miss  Gauntlet ;"  to  which  saluta- 
tion she  replied,  with  an  affectation  of  indif- 
ference, that  did  not,  however,  conceal  her 
agitation,  "Your  servant.  Sir;"  and  imme- 
diately extending  her  finger  towards  the  pic- 
ture of  Duns  Scotus,  which  is  fixed  over  one 
of  tiie  doors,  asked  her  companion,  in  a  gig- 
gling tone,  if  she  did  not  think  he  looked  like 
a  conjuror?  Peregrine,  nettled  into  spirits 
by  this  reception,  answered  for  the  other 
lady, — "  That  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  be  a 
conjuror  in  those  times,  when  the  simplicity 
of  the  age  ass-sted  his  divination  ;  but,  were 
he,  or  Merlin  himself,  to  rise  from  the  dead 
now,  when  such  deceit  and  dissimulation 
prevail,  they  would  not  be  able  to  earn  their 
Dread  by  the  profession."  "  O,  Sir,"  (said  she, 
turning  full  upon  him),  "  without  doubt  they 
ivould  adopt  new  maxims  ;  'tis  no  disparage- 
ment in  this  enlightened  age  for  one  to  alter 
one's  opinion."  "  No,  sure,  madam,"  (replied 
the  youth  with  some  precipitation,)  *'  provid- 
ed tiie  change  be  for  the  better."  '♦  And, 
should  it  happen  otherwise"  (retorted  the 
nymph,  with  a  flirt  of  her  fan),  "  inconstan- 
cy will  never  want  countenance  from  the 
practice  of  mankind."  "  True,  madam,"  (re- 
sumed our  hero,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  her), 
'*  examples  of  levity  are  every  where  to  be 
met  with."  "  O  Lord,  Sir,"  (cried  Emilia, 
tossing  her  head,)  "  you'll  scarce  ever  find  a 
fop  without  it."  By  ths  time  his  companion, 
»eeing  him  engaged  w  th  one  of  the  ladies, 


entered  into  conversation  with  the  other ; 
and,  in  order  to  favour  his  friend's  gallantry, 
conducted  her  into  the  next  a|)artincnt,  on 
pretence  of  entertaining  her  with  the  siglit 
of  a  remarkable  piece  of  painting. 

Peregrine,  laying  hold  of  this  opportunity 
of  being  alone  with  the  object  of  his  love, 
assumed  a  most  seducing  tenderness  of 
look,  and,  heaving  a  profound  sigh,  asked  if 
she  had  ultcr.y  discarded  him  from  her  re- 
membrance. Reddening  at  this  pathetic 
question,  Vi^hich  recalled  the  memory  of  the 
imagined  slight  he  had  put  upon  her,  she  an- 
swered, m  great  confusion, — "  Sir,  I  believe 
I  once  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  a 
ball  in  Winchester."  "  Miss  Emilia,"  said 
he,  very  gravely,  "will  you  bo  so  candid  as  to 
tell  me  what  misbehaviour  of  mine  you  are 
pleased  to  punish,  by  restricting  your  remem- 
brance to  that  single  occasion '.'"  "  Mr 
Pickle,"  she  replied,  in  the  same  tone,  "  it  is 
neither  my  province  nor  inclination  to  judge 
your  conduct ;  and  therefore  you  misapply 
your  question,  when  you  ask  such  an  expla- 
nation of  me."  "  At  least,"  resumed  our 
lover,  "  give  me  the  melancholy  satisfaction 
to  know  for  what  ofl'ence  of  mine  you  refus- 
ed to  take  the  least  notice  of  that  letter 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  write  from  Win- 
chester, by  your  own  expiess  permission." 
"  Your  letter,"  said  miss,  with  great  vivacity, 
"  neither  required  nor  in  my  opinion  deserved 
an  answer ;  and,  to  be  free  with  you,  Mr  Pickle, 
it  was  but  a  shallow  artifice  to  rid  yourself  of 
a  correspondence  you  had  deigned  to  solicit." 
Peregrine,  confounded  at  this  repartee.  r«?- 
plied,  that,  howsoever  he  might  have  taueti 
in  point  of  elegance  or  discretion,  he  was 
sure  he  had  not  been  deficient  in  expressions 
of  respect  and  devotion  for  tho.se  charms 
which  it  was  his  pride  to  adore :  "  As  for 
the  verses,"  said  he,  "  I  own  they  were  un- 
worthy of  the  theme,  but  I  flattered  myself 
that  they  would  have  merited  your  accep- 
tance, though  not  your  approbation,  and  be- 
ing considered  not  so  much  the  proof  of  my 
genius,  as  the  genuine  effusion  of  my  love." 
"  Verses  !"  cried  Emilia,  with  an  air  of  as- 
tonishment, "what  \erses?  I  really  don't 
understand  you."  The  young  gentleman  was 
thunderstruck  at  this  exclamation,  to  which, 
after  a  long  pause,  he  answered, — "  I  begin 
to  suspect,  and  i.eartily  wish  it  may  appear 
that  we  iiave  misunderstood  each  other  from 
the  beginning.  Pray,  Miss  Gauntlet,  did 
you  not  find  a  copy  of  verses  inclosed  in 
that  unfortunate  letter  ]"  "Truly,  Sir,"  said 
the  lady,  "  I  am  not  so  much  of  a  connois- 
seur, as  to  distinguish  whether  that  facetious 
production,  which  you  merrily  style  an  un- 
fortunate letter,  was  composed  in  verse  or 
prose  ;  but,  methinks,  the  jest  is  a  little  too 
stale  to  be  hroiignt  ujjon  the  carpet  again." 
So  saying,  she  tripped  away  to  her  cr.npan- 
ion,  and  Icfr  her  lover  in  a  most  tumultuoua 
susDcnse.     He  now  perceived  tliat  her  ue- 
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r\ect  of  his  addresses,  when  he  was  at  Win- 
chester, must  have  been  owing  to  some  mys- 
tery which  he  could  not  comprehend :  and 
siie  began  to  suspect,  and  to  hope,  that  the 
letter  slie  received  was  spurious,  though  slie 
could  not  conceive  how  that  could  possibly 
happen,  as  it  had  been  delivered  to  her  by 
the  hands  of  his  own  servant. 

However,  she  resolved  to  leave  the  task 
of  unravelling  the  affair  to  him,  who,  she 
knew,  would  infallibly  exert  himself  for  his 
own,  as  well  as  her  satisfaction.  She  was 
not  deceived  in  her  opinion :  he  .went  up  to 
Iier  again  at  the  staircase,  and,  as  they  were 
unprovided  with  a  male  attendant,  insisted 
upon  squiring  the  ladies  to  their  lodgings. 
Kmiha  saw  his  drift,  v/hich  was  no  other  than 
to  know  where  she  lived :  and,  though  she 
approved  of  liis  contrivance,  thought  it  was 
incumbent  upon  her,  for  the  support  of  her 
Dwn  dignity,  to  decline  the  civility :  she 
..herefore  thanked  him  for  his  polite  offer, 
out  would  by  no  means  consent  to  his  giv- 
ing himself  such  unnecessary  trouble,  espe- 
cially as  they  had  but  a  very  little  way  to 
walk.  He  was  not  repulsed  by  this  refusal, 
the  nature  of  whicii  he  perfectly  understood  ; 
nor  was  she  sorry  to  see  him  persevere  in 
his  determination :  he  therefore  accompanied 
them  in  their  return,  and  made  divers  efforts 
to  speak  with  Emilia  in  particular.  But  she 
had  a  spice  of  tlie  coquette  in  her  disposi- 
tion, and,  being  determined  to  whet  his  im- 
patience, artfully  balHed  all  his  endeavours, 
by  keeping  her  companion  continually  en- 
gaged in  the  conversation,  which  turned  upon 
the  venerable  appearance  and  imperial  situ- 
ation of  the  place.  Thus  tantalized,  he 
lounged  with  them  to  the  door  of  the  house 
in  which  they  lodged,  when  his  mistress,  per- 
ceiving by  the  countenance  of  her  comrade 
that  she  was  on  the  point  of  desiring  him  to 
walk  in,  checked  her  intention  with  a  frown ; 
then  turning  to  Mr  Pickle,  dropped  him  a 
very  formal  curt'sey,  seized  the  other  young 
lady  by  the  arm,  and  saying,  "  Come,  cousin 
Mophy,"  vanished  in  a  moment. 


CHAPTER  XXHL 

After  sundry  unsuccessful  efforts,  he  finds 
means  to  come  to  an  explauulion  with  his 
mistress — and  a  reconciliation  ensues. 

Pebeguine,  disconcerted  at  their  sudden  dis- 
npp(;arance,  stood  for  some  miimtes  gaping 
m  the  street,  belbre  he  could  get  the  better 
of  his  surprise:  and  then  deliberated  with 
himself  whether  he  should  demand  hnmedi- 
ate  admittance  to  his  mistress,  or  choose 
some  other  method  of  application.  Piqued  at 
her  abrupt  behaviour,  though  pleased  with 
her  spirit,  he  set  his  invention  to  work,  in 
order  to  contrive  some  means  of  seeing  her; 
and   in  a  fit  of  musing,  arrived  at  the  inn, 


where  he  found  his  comjjanions,  whom  h< 
had  left  at  the  castle  gate.  They  had  already 
made  inquiry  about  the  ladi  3S,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  learned  that  Miss  Sophy  was 
the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  in  town,  to  whom 
his  mistress  was  related;  that  an  intimate 
friendship  subsisted  between  the  two  young 
ladies  ;  that  Emilia  had  lived  about  a  month 
with  her  cousin,  and  appeared  at  the  last  as- 
sembly, v/here  she  was  universally  admired; 
and  that  several  young  gentlemen  of  fortun** 
had,  since  that  time,  teased  her  with  ad- 
dresses. 

Our  hero's  ambition  was  flattered,  and  his 
passion  inflamed  with  this  intelligence;  and 
he  swore  within  himself,  that  he  would  not 
quit  the  spot  until  he  should  have  obtained 
an  undisputed  victory  over  all  his  rivals. 

That  same  evening  he  composed  a  most 
eloquent  epistle,  in  which  he  earnestly  en- 
treated that  she  would  favour  him  with  an 
opportunity  of  vindicating  his  conduct ;  bu! 
she  would  neither  receive  his  billet  nor  see 
his  messenger.  Baulked  in  this  effort,  he  in- 
closed it  in  a  new  cover,  directed  by  another 
hand,  and  ordered  Pipes  to  ride  next  morn- 
ing to  London,  on  purpose  to  deliver  it  at  the 
post-office,  that,  coming  by  such  conveyance, 
she  might  have  no  suspicion  of  the  author, 
and  open  it  before  she  should  be  aware  of  the 
deceit. 

Three  days  he  waited  patiently  for  the  ef- 
fect of  this  stratagem,  and,  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  fourth,  \  cntured  to  hazard  a  formal 
visit,  in  quality  of  an  old  acquaintance.  But 
here  too  he  failed  in  his  attempt;  she  wa? 
indisposed,  and  could  not  see  company.  These 
obstacles  served  only  to  increase  his  eager- 
ness ;  he  still  adhered  to  his  former  resolu- 
tion ;  and  his  companions,  understanding  hip 
determination,  left  him  next  day  to  his  own 
inventions.  Thus  relinquished  to  his  own 
ideas,  he  doubled  his  assiduity,  and  practised 
every  method  his  imagination  could  suggest, 
in  order  to  promote  lii«  plan. 

Pipes  was  stationed  all  day  long  within 
sight  of  her  door,  that  he  might  be  able  to 
give  his  master  an  account  of  her  motions ; 
but  she  never  went  abroad,  except  to  visit  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  was  always  housed 
before  Peregrine  could  be  apprized  of  her 
appearance.  He  went  to  church  with  a  view 
of  attracting  her  notice,  and  humbled  his  de- 
portment before  her;  but  she  was  so  mis- 
chievously devout  as  to  look  at  nothing  but 
her  book,  so  that  he  was  not  favoured  with 
one  glance  of  regard.  He  frequented  the 
C'.iffee-house,  and  attempted  to  contract  an 
acquaintance  with  Miss  Sophy's  father,  who, 
he  hoped,  would  invite  liim  to  his  house;  but 
this  expectation  was  also  defeated.  That 
prudent  gentleman  looked  upon  him  as  one 
of  those  forward  fortune-hunters  who  go 
about  the  country  seeking  whom  they  may 
devour,  and  warily  discouraged  all  his  ad- 
vances.  Chagrined  by  so  many  unsuccessful 
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endeavours,  lie  beijjin  to  despair  of  accom- 
plisliino'  his  aim:  and,  as  the  last  siiffgestion 
ot'his  art,  paid  oil"  his  lodtruifj,  took  liorse  at 
noon,  and  departed,  in  all  appearance,  for 
the  place  from  whence  he  had  come.  He 
rode,  however,  but  a  fiiw  miles,  and,  in  the 
duskoflheevcninjj.  returned  unseen,  aliirhted 
at  another  inn,  ordered  Pipes  to  stay  within 
doors,  and  keepiiiirhimself  incognito,  employ- 
ed another  person  as  a  centinel  upon  Emilia. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  reaped  tlio  fruits 
of  his  ingenuity.  Next  day  in  the  afternoon 
lie  was  informed  by  his  spy,  that  the  two 
young  ladies  were  gone  to  walk  in  the  park, 
whither  he  followed  them  on  the  instant, 
fully  determined  to  come  to  an  explanation 
with  his  mistress,  even  in  presence  of  her 
friend,  who  might  possibly  be  prevailed  upon 
to  interest  herself  in  his  behalf. 

When  he  saw  them  at  such  a  distance  that 
they  could  not  return  to  town  before  he  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  putting  his  resolution 
in  practice,  he  mended  his  pace,  and  found 
means  to  appear  before  them  so  suddenly, 
that  Emilia  could  not  help  expressing  her 
surprise  in  a  scream.  Our  lover,  putting  on 
a  mien  of  humility  and  mortification,  begged 
to  know  if  her  resentment  was  implacable ; 
and  asked  why  she  had  so  cruelly  refused  to 
grant  him  the  common  privilege  that  every 
criminal  enjoyed.  "  Dear  Miss  Sophy,"  said 
he,  addressing  himself  to  her  companion, 
"  give  me  leave  to  implore  your  intercession 
with  your  cousin  ;  I  am  sure  you  have  hu- 
manity enough  to  espouse  my  cause,  did  you 
but  know  the  justice  of  it:  and  I  Hatter  my- 
self, that  by  your  kind  interposition,  I  may 
be  able  to  rectify  that  fatal  misunderstanding 
which  hath  made  me  wretched."  "  Sir," 
said  Sophy,  "  you  appear  like  a  gentleman, 
and  I  doubt  not  but  your  behaviour  has  been 
always  suitable  to  your  appearance  ;  but  you 
must  excuse  me  from  undorlaking  any  such 
office  in  behalf  of  a  person  whom  I  have  not 
the  honour  to  know."  "  Madam,"  answer- 
ed Peregrine,  "I  hope  Miss  Emy  will  justify 
my  pretensions  to  that  character,  notwith- 
standing the  mystery  of  her  displeasure, 
which,  upon  my  honour,  I  cannot  for  my  soul 
explain."  '•  Lord  !  Mr  Pickle,"  said  Emilia, 
who  had  by  this  time  recollected  herself, 
"  I  never  questioned  your  eallantry  and  taste, 
but  I  am  resolved  that  you  never  shall  have 
cause  to  exercise  your  talents  at  my  ex- 
pense ;  so  that  you  tease  yourself  and  me  to 
no  purpose;  come,  Sophy,  let  us  walk  home 
again."  "Good  Clod!  madam,"  cried  the 
lover,  with  great  emotion,  "  why  will  you  dis- 
tract me  with  such  indifference  ?  stay,  dear 
Emilia !  I  conjure  you  on  my  knees  to  stay 
and  hear  me :  by  all  that  is  sacred,  I  was  not 
to  blame  !  you  must  have  been  imposed  upon 
by  some  villain  who  envied  my  good  fortune, 
and  took  some  treacherous  method  to  ruin 
my  love." 

Miss  Sophy,  who  possessed  a  large  stock 
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of  good  nature,  and  to  ulioin  her  cou.sin  iiad 
coiiununioated  tiio  cause  of  her  reserve,  see- 
ing the  young  gentleman  so  much  atfected 
with  that  disdain,  whichshe  knew  to  be  feign- 
ed, laid  hold  on  Emilia's  sleeve,  saying,  with 
a  smile, — "  Not  (piite  so  fast,  Emilia,  I  be- 
gin to  perceive  that  this  is  a  love  quarrel, 
and  therefore  there  may  be  hopes  of  a  recon- 
ciliation; for  I  suppose  both  parties  are  open 
to  conviction."  '•  For  my  own  part,"  cried 
Peregrine,  with  great  eagerness,  "  I  appeal 
to  Miss  Sophy's  decision  ; — but  why  do  I  say 
appeal!  Though  1  am  conscious  of  having 
committed  no  olfence,  I  am  ready  to  submit 
to  any  penance,  let  it  be  ever  so  rigorous, 
that  my  fair  enslaver  herself  shall  impose, 
provided  it  will  entitle  me  to  her  favour  and 
forgiveness  at  last."  Emily,  well  nigh  over- 
come by  this  declaration,  told  him,  that,  as 
she  taxed  him  with  no  guilt,  she  expected  no 
atonement;  and  pressed  her  companion  to 
return  into  town.  But  Sophy,  who  was  too 
indulgent  to  her  friend's  real  inclination  to 
comply  with  her  request,  observed,  that  the 
gentleman  seemed  so  reasonable  in  his  con- 
cessions, she  began  to  think  her  cousin  was 
in  the  wrong,  and  felt  herself  disposed  to  act 
as  umpire  in  the  dispute. 

Overjoyed  at  this  condescension,  Mr  Pickle 
thanked  her  in  the  most  rapturous  terms, 
and,  in  the  transport  of  iiis  expectation,  kiss- 
ed the  hand  of  his  kind  mediatrix;  a  circum- 
stance which  had  a  remarkable  effect  on  the 
countenance  of  Emilia,  who  did  not  seem  to 
relish  the  warmth  of  his  acknowledgment. 

After  many  supplications  on  one  hand,  and 
pressing  remonstrances  on  the  other,  she 
yielded  at  length,  and,  turning  to  her  lover, 
while  her  face  was  overspread  with  blushes, 
"Well,  sir,"  said  she,  "supposing  I  were  to 
put  the  dilference  on  that  issue,  how  could  you 
excuse  the  ridiculous  letter  which  you  sent  to 
me  from  Winchester  J"  This  expostulation 
introduced  a  discussion  of  the  whole  alfair, 
in  which  all  the  circumstances  were  canvass- 
ed ;  and  Emilia  still  affirmed,  with  great  heat, 
that  the  letter  must  have  been  calculated  to 
affront  her;  for  she  could  not  suppose  the 
author  was  so  weak  as  to  design  it  for  any 
other  purpose. 

Peregrine,  who  still  retained  in  his  memo- 
ry the  substance  of  his  unlucky  epistle,  as 
well  as  the  verses  which  were  inclosed,  could 
recollect  no  particular  expression  which  could 
have  justly  given  the  least  umbrage  ;  and 
therefore,  in  the  agonies  of  perplexity,  beg- 
ged that  the  whole  miglit  be  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  Miss  Sophy,  and  faithfully  pro- 
mised to  stand  to  her  award. 

In  short,  this  proposal  was,  with  seeming 
reluctance,  embraced  by  Emilia,  and  an  ap- 
pointment made  to  meet  next  day  in  the  same 
place,  whither  both  parties  were  desired  to 
come,  provided  with  their  credentials,  ac 
cording  to  which  definitive  sentence  wonlij 
be  pronounced. 
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Our  lover  having  succeeded  thus  far,  over- 
whelmed Sophy  with  acknowledgments  on 
account  of  her  generous  mediation,  and,  in 
llie  course  of  their  walk,  which  Emily  was  now 
ui  no  liurry  to  conclude,  whispered  a  great 
many  tender  protestations  in  the  ear  of  his 
mistress,  who  nevertheless  continued  to  act 
jpon  the  reserve  until  her  doubts  should  be 
more  fully  resolved. 

Mr  Pickle  having  found  means  to  amuse 
thcin  in  the  fields  till  the  twilight,  was  oblig- 
ed to  wish  them  a  good  even,  after  having 
obtained  a  solemn  repetition  of  their  promise 
to  meet  him  at  the  appointed  time  and  place  ; 
and  then  retreated  to  his  apartment,  where 
he  spent  the  whole  night  in  various  conjec- 
tures on  the  subject  of  this  letter,  the  gordi- 
an  knot  of  which  he  could  by  no  means 
untie. 

One  while  he  imagined  that  some  wag  had 
played  a  trick  upon  his  messenger,  in  conse- 
quence of  whicii  Emilia  received  a  supposi- 
tious letter;  but,  upon  farther  reflection,  he 
could  not  conceive  the  practicability  of  any 
such  deceit.  Then  he  began  to  doubt  the 
sincerity  of  his  mistress,  who,  perhaps,  had 
only  made  that  an  handle  for  discarding  him, 
at  the  request  of  some  favoured  rival ;  but 
his  own  integrity  forbade  him  to  harbour  this 
mean  suspicion ;  and  therefore  he  was  again 
involved  in  the  labyrinth  of  perplexity. 

Next  day  he  waited  on  the  rack  of  impa- 
tience for  the  hour  of  five  in  the  afternoon, 
which  no  sooner  struck,  than  he  ordered 
Pipes  to  attend  him,  in  case  there  should  be 
occasion  for  his  evidence,  and  repaired  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  where  he  had  not 
tarried  five  minutes  before  the  ladies  appear- 
ed Mutual  compliments  being  past,  and 
the  attendant  stationed  at  a  convenient  dis- 
tance. Peregrine  persuaded  them  to  sit  down 
upon  the  grass;  under  the  shade  of  a  spread- 
ing oak,  that  they  might  be  more  at  their 
ease;  while  he  stretched  himself  at  their  feet, 
and  desired  that  the  paper  on  which  his  doom 
depended  might  be  examined.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly put  into  the  hands  of  his  fair  arbi- 
tress,  who  read  it  immediately  with  an  audi- 
ble voice.  The  first  two  words  of  it  were 
no  sooner  pronounced,  than  he  started  with 
great  emotion,  and  raised  himself  on  his 
iiand  and  knee,  in  which  posture  he  listened 
to  the  rest  of  the  sentence  ;  then  sprung  upon 
his  feet  in  the  utmost  astonishment,  and, 
glowing  with  resentment  at  the  same  time, 
exclaimed,  "  Hell  and  the  devK  I  what's  all 
that]  sure  you  make  a  jest  of  me,  madam." 
"  Pray,  sir,"  said  Sophy,  *•  give  me  the  hear- 
ing for  a  few  moments,  and  then  urge  what 
you  sha.1  think  proper  in  your  own  defence." 
Having  thus  cautioned  him,  she  proceeded  : 
but  before  she  had  finished  one  half  of  the 
performance,  her  gravity  forsook  her,  and  she 
was  peized  with  a  violent  fit  of  laughter,  in 
which  neither  of  the  lovers  could  help  join- 
ing, notwithstanding  the  resentment  which  at 


that  instant  prevailed  in  the  breasts  of  both 
The  judge,  however,  in  a  little  time  resumed 
her  solemnity,  and  having  read  the  remain- 
ing part  of  this  curious  epistle,  all  three  con- 
tinued staring  at  each  other  alternately  for 
the  space  of  half  a  minute,  and  then  broke 
forth  at  the  same  instant  into  another  par- 
o.xysm  of  mirth.  From  this  unanimous  con- 
vulsion,  one  would  have  thought  that  bot.h 
parties  were  extremely  well  pleased  with  the 
joke  ;  yet  this  was  by  no  means  the  case. 

Emilia  imagined,  that,  notwithstanding  his 
affected  surprise,  her  lover,  in  spite  of  him- 
self, had  renewed  the  laugh  at  her  expense, 
and,  in  so  doing,  applauded  his  own  unman- 
nerly ridicule.  This  supposition  could  not 
fail  of  raising  and  reviving  her  indignation, 
while  Peregrine  higlily  resented  the  indigni- 
ty with  which  he  supposed  himself  treated,  in 
her  attempting  to  make  him  the  dupe  of  such 
a  gross  and  ludicrous  artifice.  This  being 
the  situation  of  their  thoughts,  their  mirth 
was  succeeded  by  a  mutual  gloominess  of 
aspect ;  and  the  judge,  addressing  herself  to 
Mr  Pickle,  asked  if  he  had  any  thing  to  offe/ 
why  sentence  should  not  be  pronounced. 
"  Madam,"  answered  the  culprit,  "  I  am  sor- 
ry to  find  myself  so  low  in  the  opinion  of 
your  cousin,  as  to  be  thought  capable  of  being 
deceived  by  such  a  shallow  contrivance." 
"  Nay,  Sir,"  said  Emilia,  "  the  contrivance 
is  your  own  ;  and  I  cannot  help  admiring 
your  confidence  in  imputing  it  to  me."  Upon 
my  honour.  Miss  Emily,"  resumed  our  hero, 
"  you  wrong  my  understanding  as  well  as  my 
love,  in  accusing  me  of  having  uTitten  such 
a  silly,  impertinent  performance,  the  ven,'^  ap- 
pearance and  address  of  it  is  so  unlike  the 
letter  which  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write, 
that  I  dare  say  my  man,  even  at  this  distance 
of  time,  will  remember  the  difference."  So 
saying  he  extended  his  voice,  and  beckoned 
to  Pipes,  who  immediately  drew  near.  His 
mistress  seemed  to  object  to  the  evidence,  by 
obsen'ing  that,  to  be  sure,  Mr  Pipes  had  his 
cue  ;  when  Peregrine  beggingshe  would  spare 
him  the  mortification  of  considering  him  in 
such  a  dishonourable  light,  desired  his  valet 
to  examine  the  outside  of  the  letter,  and  recol- 
lect if  it  was  the  same  which  he  delivered  to 
Miss  Gauntlet  about  two  years  ago.  Pipes 
having  taken  a  superficial  view  of  it,  pulled  up 
his  breeches,  saying,  "  Mayhap  it  is,  but  we 
have  so  many  trips,  and  been  in  so  many 
creeks  and  corners  since  that  time,  that  I  can't 
pretend  to  be  certain  ;  for  I  neither  keep  jour- 
nal nor  logbook  of  our  proceedings."  Emilia 
commei.ied  him  for  his  candour,  at  the  same 
time  darting  a  sarcastic  look  at  his  ma.ster, 
as  if  she  thought  he  had  tampered  with  his 
servant's  integrity  in  vain ;  and  Peregrine 
began  to  rave  and  to  curse  his  fate  for  having 
subjected  him  to  such  mean  suspicion,  at- 
testing  heaven  and  earth  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  that,  far  from  having  composed  and 
conveyed  that  stunid  production,  he  had  never 
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leen  it  before,  nor  been  privy  to  the  least 
r.ircumstance  of  the  plan. 

Pipes,  now,  for  the  lirst  time,  perceived 
the  niiseiiief  whicli  he  had  occasioned,  and, 
moved  with  the  transports  of  his  master,  for 
ivhom  he  had  a  most  inviolable  attachment, 
frankly  declared  tliat  he  was  ready  to  make 
oath  that  Mr  Pickle  iiad  no  hand  in  the  letter 
which  he  delivered.  All  tliree  were  amazed 
at  tins  confession,  the  meaninfj^  of  which  they 
could  not  compreliend.  Peregrine,  after 
some  pause,  leaped  upon  Pipes,  and  seizing 
him  by  the  throat,  e.vclaimed,  in  an  ecstasy 
of  rage,  "  Rascal  !  tell  me  this  instant  what 
became  of  the  letter  I  entrusted  to  your 
care."  The  patient  valet,  half  strangled  as 
he  was,  squirted  a  collection  of  tobacco- 
juice  out  of  one  corner  of  his  mouth,  and 
with  great  deliberation  replied,  "  Wiiy, — 
burnt  it ;  you  wouldn't  have  mc  give  the 
i'oung  woman  a  tlhng  that  shook  all  in  the 
wind  in  tatters,  would  you  !"  The  ladies 
interposed  in  behalf  of  the  distressed  squire, 
from  whom,  by  dint  of  questions,  which  he 
'lid  neither  art  nor  inclination  to  evade,  they 
extorted  an  e.xplanalion  of  the  wliole  ati'air. 

Such  ridiculous  simplicity  and  innocence 
Df  intention  appeared  in  the  composition  of 
'lis  expedient,  that  even  the  remembrance  of 
M.11  the  chagrin  which  it  had  produced  could 
not  rouse  their  indignation,  or  enable  tiiem 
to  resist  a  tiiird  eruption  of  laughter,  which 
they  forthwith  underwent. 

Pipes  was  dismissed  with  many  menacing 
injunctions  to  beware  of  such  conduct  for  the 
Future  ;  Emilia  stood  with  a  confusion  of  joy 
and  tenderness  in  her  countenance ;  Pere- 

frine's  eyes  kindled  into  rapture,  and  when 
liss  Sophy  pronounced  the  sentence  of  re- 
conciliation, advanced  to  his  mistress,  say- 
ing, "  truth  is  mighty  and  will  prevail ;"  then 
clasping  her  in  his  arms,  very  impudently 
ravished  a  kiss,  which  she  had  not  power  to 
refuse.  Nay,  such  was  the  impulse  of  his 
joy,  that  he  took  the  same  freedom  with  the 
lips  of  Sophy,  calling  her  his  kind  mediatrix 
and  guardian  angel,  and  behaved  with  such 
extravagance  of  transport  as  plainly  evinced 
tiie  fervour  and  sincerity  of  his  love. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  repeat  the  tender 
protestations  that  were  uttered  on  one  side, 
or  describe  the  bewitching  glances  of  appro- 
Dation  witli  which  tliey  were  received  on  the 
other  :  suffice  it  to  say,  that  tlie  endearing 
intimacy  of  their  former  connexion  was  in- 
ijtantly  renewed,  and  Sophy,  who  congratu- 
Hted  them  upon  the  happy  termination  of 
th«r.r  quarrel,  favoured  with  their  mutual 
confidence.  In  consequence  of  this  happy 
pacification,  they  deliberated  upon  the  means 
of  seeing  each  other  often  ;  and  as  he  could 
not,  without  some  previous  introduction,  visit 
her  openly  at  the  liouse  of  her  relation,  they 
agreed  to  meet  every  afternoon  in  the  park, 
tul  tlie  next  assembly,  at  which  he  would 
eolicM;  her  as  a  partner,  and  she  be  unengag- 


ed, in  expectation  of  his  request.  By  th.a 
connexion  he  would  be  entitled  to  »isit  her 
ne.\t  day,  and  tiius  an  avowed  corres*^  on- 
dence  would  of  courntc  commence.  This 
plan  was  actually  put  in  execution,  and  at- 
tended with  a  circumstance  which  had  weL 
nigh  produced  some  mischievous  conse- 
quence, had  not  Peregrine's  good  fortune 
been  superior  to  his  discretion. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

He  achieves  an  adve7iture  at  the  assembly, 
and  quarrels  with  his  governor. 

At  the  assembly  were  no  fewer  than  three 
gentlemen  of  fortune,  who  rivalled  our  lover 
in  his  passion  for  Emilia,  and  who  had  seve- 
rally begged  the  honour  of  dancing  with  her 
upon  that  occasion.  Siie  had  excused  her- 
self to  each,  on  pretence  of  a  slight  indispo- 
sition that  she  foresaw  would  detain  iier  from 
the  ball,  and  desired  they  would  |)rovide 
themselves  with  other  partners.  Obliged  t: 
admit  her  excuse,  they  accordingly  followed 
her  advice ;  and  after  they  had  engaged 
themselves  beyond  the  power  of  retracting, 
had  the  mortification  to  see  her  there  un- 
claimed. 

They  in  their  turn  made  up  to  her,  and 
expressed  their  surprise  and  concern  at  find- 
ing  her  in  the  assembly  unprovided,  aftci 
she  had  declined  their  invitation  ;  but  she 
told  them  that  her  cold  had  forsaken  hei 
since  she  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them, 
and  that  she  would  rely  upon  accident  for 
a  partner.  Just  as  she  pronounced  these 
words  to  the  last  of  the  three,  Peregrine  ad- 
vanced as  an  utter  stranger,  bowed  with 
great  respect,  told  her  he  understood  she 
was  unengaged,  and  would  think  himself 
highly  honoured  in  King  accepted  as  her 
partner  for  the  night ;  and  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  succeed  in  his  application. 

As  they  were  by  far  the  handsomest  and 
best  accomplished  couple  in  the  room,  they 
could  not  fail  of  attracting  tlie  notice  and 
admiration  of  the  spectators,  which  inflamed 
the  jealousy  of  his  three  competitors,  who 
immediately  entered  into  a  conspiracy  against 
this  gaudy  stranger,  whom,  as  their  rival, 
they  resolved  to  affront  in  public.  Pursuant 
to  the  plan  which  they  projected  for  this 
purpose,  the  first  country  dance  was  no 
sooner  concluded,  than  one  of  them,  with  his 
partner,  took  j)lace  of  Peregrine  and  his 
mistress,  contrary  to  the  regulation  of  the 
ball.  Our  lover,  imputing  his  behaviour  to 
inadvertency,  informed  the  gentleman  of  his 
mistake,  and  civilly  desired  lie  would  rectify 
his  error.  The  other  told  him,  in  an  impe 
rious  tone,  that  ho  wanted  none  of  Ins  ad 
vice,  and  bade  him  mind  his  own  affairs 
Peregrine  answered  with  some  warmth,  ai 
insisted    upon    his    right;    a    dispute   com 
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menced ;  nigh  words  ensued,  in  the  course 
of  which  our  iiupetuous  youth,  hearing  him- 
self reviled  \^nth  the  appellation  of  scoun- 
drel, pulled  oif  his  antagonist's  periwig,  and 
flung  it  in  his  face.  The  ladies  immediately 
shrieked,  the  gentlemen  interposed,  Emilia 
was  seized  with  a  fit  of  trembling,  and  con- 
ducted  to  her  seat  by  her  youthful  admirer, 
who  begged  pardon  for  having  discomposed 
her,  and  vindicated  what  he  had  done,  by 
representing  the  necessity  ke  was  under  to 
resent  the  provocation  he  had  received. 

Though  she  could  not  help  owning  the 
justice  of  his  plea,  she  was  not  the  less  con- 
cerned at  the  dangerous  situation  in  which 
he  had  involved  himself,  and,  in  the  utmost 
consternation  and  anxiety,  insisted  upon  go- 
ing directly  home.  He  could  not  resist  her 
importunities;  and  her  cousin  being  deter- 
mined to  accompany  her,  he  escorted  them 
to  their  lodgings,  where  he  wished  them 
good  night,  at\er  having,  in  order  to  quiet 
their  apprehensions,  protested,  that,  if  his 
opponent  was  satisfied,  he  should  never  take 
any  step  towards  the  prosecution  of  the 
quarrel.  Meanwhile  the  assembly-room  be- 
came a  scene  of  tumult  and  uproar.  The 
person  who  conceived  himself  injured,  see- 
ing Peregrine  retire,  struggled  with  his  com- 
panions, in  order  to  pursue  and  take  satisfac- 
tion of  our  hero,  whom  he  loaded  with  terms 
of  abuse,  and  challenged  to  single  combat. 

The  director  of  the  ball  held  a  consulta- 
tion with  all  the  subscribers  who  were  pre- 
sent :  and  it  was  determined,  by  a  majority 
of  votes,  that  the  two  gentlemen  who  had 
occasioned  the  disturbance  should  be  desired 
to  withdraw.  This  resolution  being  signi- 
fied to  one  of  the  parties  then  present,  he 
made  some  difficulty  of  complying,  but  was 
persuaded  to  submit  by  his  two  confederates, 
A'ho  accompanied  him  to  the  street-door, 
n'here  he  was  met  by  Peregrine  on  his  re- 
turn to  the  assembly. 

This  choleric  gentleman,  who  was  a  coun- 
try squire,  no  sooner  saw  his  rival,  than  he 
began  to  brandish  his  cudgel  in  a  menacing 
posture  ;  when  our  adventurous  youth,  step- 
ping back  with  one  foot,  laid  his  hand  upon 
the  hilt  of  his  sword,  v^iiich  he  drew  half 
way  out  of  the  scabbard.  This  attitude,  and 
the  sight  of  the  blade,  which  glistened  by 
moonlight  in  his  face,  checked,  in  some  sort, 
the  ardour  of  his  assailant,  who  desired  he 
would  lay  aside  liis  toaster,  and  take  a  bout 
with  him  at  equal  arms.  Peregrine,  who 
wae  an  expert  cudgel -player,  accepted  the 
invitation  ;  then  exchanging  weapons  with 
Pipes,  who  stood  behind  him,  put  himself  in 
a  posture  of  defence,  and  received  the  attack 
of  his  adversary,  who  struck  at  rn,ndom,  with- 
out either  skill  or  economy.  Pickle  could 
have  beaten  the  cudgel  out  of  his  hand  at  the 
first  blow ;  but  as,  in  that  case,  he  would 
have  been  obliged  in  honour  to  give  imme- 
diate nuarter    he  resolved  to  discipline  his 


antagonist  without  endeavouring  to  disable 
him,  until  he  should  be  heartily  satisfied  with 
the  vengeance  he  had  taken.  With  this 
view  he  returned  the  salute,  and  raised  such 
a  clatter  about  the  squire's  pate,  that  one  who 
had  heard,  without  seeing  the  application, 
would  have  mistaken  the  sound  for  that  of  a 
salt-box,  in  the  hands  of  a  dexterous  Merry 
Andrew,  belonging  to  one  of  the  booths  at 
Bartholomew  fair.  Neither  was  this  saluta- 
tion confined  to  his  head ;  his  shoulders,  arms. 
thighs,  ancles,  and  ribs,  were  visited  with 
amazing  rapidity,  while  Tom  Pipes  sounded 
the  charge  through  his  fist.  Peregrine,  tired 
with  this  exercise,  which  had  almost  bereft 
his  enemy  of  sensation,  at  last  struck  the 
decisive  blow,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
squire's  weapon  flew  out  of  his  grasp,  and 
he  allowed  our  hero  to  be  the  better  man. 
Satisfied  with  this  acknowledgment,  the  vic- 
tor walked  up  stairs,  with  such  an  elevation 
of  spirits,  and  insolence  of  mien,  that  no- 
body chose  to  intimate  the  resolution  which 
had  been  taken  in  his  absence  ;  there  having 
amused  himself  for  some  time  in  beholding 
the  country  dances,  he  retreated  to  his  lodg- 
ing, where  he  indulged  himself  all  nig^t  in 
the  contemplation  of  his  own  success. 

Next  day,  in  the  forenoon,  he  went  to 
visit  his  partner ;  and  the  gentleman  at 
whose  house  she  lived,  having  been  inform- 
ed  of  his  family  and  condition,  received  him 
with  great  courtesy,  as  the  acquaintance  of 
his  cousin  Gauntlet,  and  invited  him  to  din- 
ner that  same  day. 

Emilia  was  remarkably  well  pleased,  when 
she  understood  the  issue  of  his  adventure, 
which  began  to  make  some  noise  in  town, 
even  though  it  deprived  her  of  a  wealthy  ad- 
mirer. The  squire  having  consulted  an  at- 
torney about  the  nature  of  the  dispute,  in 
hopes  of  being  able  to  prosecute  Peregrine 
for  an  assault,  found  little  encouragement  to 
go  to  law  :  he  therefore  resolved  to  pocket 
the  insult  and  injury  he  had  undergone,  and 
to  discontinue  his  addresses  to  her  who  was 
the  cause  of  both. 

Our  lover  being  told  by  his  mistress,  that 
she  proposed  to  stay  a  fortnight  longer 
at  Windsor,  he  de.'.ermined  to  enjoy  her 
company  all  that  timo,  and  then  to  give  her 
a  convoy  to  the  housij  of  her  mother,  whom 
he  longed  to  see.  )n  consequence  of  this 
plan,  he  ever)'  day  conirived  some  fresh 
party  of  pleasure  for  the  ladies,  to  whom  he 
had  by  this  time  free  access  ;  and  entangled 
himself  so  much  in  the  snares  of  love,  that 
he  seemed  quite  enchanted  by  Emilia's 
charms,  which  were  now  indeed  almo?t  ir- 
resistible. While  he  thus  heedlessly  roved 
in  the  flowery  paths  of  pleasure,  his  gover- 
nor at  Oxford,  alarmed  at  the  unusual  dura- 
tion of  his  absence,  went  to  the  young  gen- 
tlemen who  had  accompanied  him  in  hia 
excursion,  and  very  earnestly  entreated  tlien: 
to  tell  him  what  thev  knew  concerning  rn 
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pupil.  They  accordingly  pave  liini  an  ac- 
;;ount  of  the  rencounter  tliat  happened  be- 
tween Pereo^riiie  and  .Miss  Emily  Gauntlet 
in  the  castle,  and  mentioned  circmnstances 
sufficient  to  convince  him  that  his  charge 
was  very  dangerously  engaged. 

Far  from  iiaving  any  authority  over  Pere- 
"rrine,  Mr  Jolter  durst  not  even  disoblige 
him ;  therefore,  instead  of  writing  to  the 
commodore,  he  took  horse  immediately,  and 
that  same  night  reached  Windsor,  wliere  he 
.bund  his  stray  sheep  very  much  surprised  at 
his  unexpected  arrival. 

The  governor  de.«iring  to  have  some  pri- 
vate conversation  with  him,  they  shut  them- 
selves up  in  an  apartment,  when  Jolter,  with 
great  solemnity,  communicated  the  cause  of 
liis  journey,  which  was  no  other  than  his 
concern  for  his  pupil's  welfare  ;  and  very 
gravely  undertook  to  prove,  by  mathemati- 
cal demonstration,  that  this  intrigue,  if  far- 
ther pursued,  would  tend  to  the  young  gen- 
tleman's ruin  and  disgrace.  This  singular 
proposition  raised  the  curiosity  of  Peregrine, 
who  promised  to  yield  all  manner  of  atten- 
tion, and  desired  him  to  begin  without  fur- 
ther preamble. 

The  governor,  encouraged  with  this  ap- 
pearance of  candour,  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion in  finding  him  so  open  to  conviction, 
and  told  him  he  would  proceed  upon  geome- 
trical principles.  Then,  hemming  thrice,  he 
observed,  that  no  mathematical  inquii  V?s 
could  be  carried  on,  except  upon  certji,n 
data,  or  concession  to  truths  that  were  sell 
evident ;  and  therefore  he  must  crave  his 
assent  to  a  few  axioms,  which  he  was  sure 
Mr  Pickle  would  see  no  reason  to  dispute. 
"  In  the  first  place,  then,"  said  he,  "  you 
will  grant,  I  hope,  that  youth  and  discretion 
are,  with  respect  to  each  other,  as  two  paral- 
lel lines,  which,  though  infinitely  produced, 
remain  still  equidistant,  and  will  never  coin- 
cide ;  and  then  you  must  allow,  ths,t  pj^Gsion 
acts  upon  the  human  mind  in  £.  ratio  com- 
pounded of  the  acutenesB  of  sense  and  con- 
stitutional heat;  and,  thirdly,  you  will  not 
deny  that  the  angle  of  remorse  is  equal  to 
that  of  precipitation.  The  postulata  being 
admitted,"  added  he,  taking  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  drawing  a  parallelogram,  "let 
youth  be  represented  by  the  right  line  A  B, 
and  discretion  by  another  right  line,  C  D, 
parallel  to  the  former.  Complete  the  paral- 
lelogram A  B  C  D,  and  let  the  point  of  in- 
tersection, B,  represent  perdition.  Let  pas- 
sion, represented  under  the  letter  C,  have  a 
motion  in  the  direction  C  A.  At  the  same 
time,  let  another  motion  be  communicated  to 
It,  in  the  direction  C  D,  it  will  proceed  in 
the  diagonal  C  B,  and  describe  it  in  the 
same  time  that  it  would  have  described  the 
side  C  A  by  the  first  motion,  or  the  side  C 
D  by  the  second.  To  understand  the  de- 
monstratiin  of  this  corollary,  we  must  pre- 
mise thi»    obvious    principle,  that,  when  a 


body  is  acted  upon  by  a  motion  of  power 
parallel  to  a  right  line  given  in  position,  this 
power,  or  motion,  has  no  eifect  to  cause  the 
body  to  approacii  towards  that  line,  or  re- 
cede from  it,  but  to  move  in  a  line  parallel  tc 
a  right  line  only,  as  appears  from  the  second 
law  of  motion  ;  therefore  C  A  being  parallel 
to  D  E" 

His  pupii  having  listened  to  him  thus  far, 
could  contain  himself  no  longer,  but  inter- 
rupted the  investigation  with  a  loud  laugh 
and  told  him,  that  his  •pnslulaln  put  him  in 
mind  of  a  certain  learned  and  ingenious  gen 
tleman,  wiio  undertook  to  disprove  tiie  ex 
istencc  of  natural  evil,  and  asked  no  othei 
datum  on  which  to  found  his  demonstration, 
but  an  acknowledgment  that  every  thtnfjf 
that  is  is  right.  "  You  may,  therefore," 
said  he,  in  a  peremptory  tone,  "  spare  your- 
self the  trouble  of  torturing  your  invention  ; 
for,  after  all,  I  am  pretty  certain  that  I  shall 
want  capacity  to  comprehend  the  discussion 
of  your  lemma,  and  consequently  be  obliged 
to  refuse  my  assent  to  your  deduction." 

Mr  Jolter  was  disconcerted  at  this  declara- 
tion, and  so  much  offended  at  Peregrine's 
disrespect,  that  he  could  not  help  expressing 
his  displeasure,  by  tolling  him  flatly,  tliat  he 
was  too  violent  and  headstrong  to  be  re- 
claimed by  reason  and  gentle  means  ;  that 
he  (the  tutor)  must  be  obliged,  in  the  dis- 
charge  of  his  duty  and  conscience,  to  inform 
the  commodore  of  his  pupil's  imprudence  ; 
that  if  the  laws  of  this  realm  were  effectual, 
they  would  take  cognizance  of  the  gipsy  who 
had  led  him  astray ;  and  observed,  by  way 
of  contrast,  that,  if  such  a  preposterous  in- 
trigue  had  happened  in  France,  she  would 
have  been  clapped  up  in  a  convent  two  years 
ago. 

Our  lover's  eyes  kindled  with  indignation, 
when  he  heard  his  mistress  treated  with 
such  irreverence.  lie  could  scarce  refrain 
from  inflicting  manual  chastisement  on  the 
blasphemer,  whom  he  reproached  in  his 
wrath  as  an  arrogant  pedant,  without  either 
delicacy  or  sense  ;  and  cautioned  him  against 
using  any  such  impertinent  freedoms  with 
his  affairs  for  the  future,  on  pain  of  incurring 
more  severe  effects  of  his  resentment. 

Mr  Jolter,  who  entertained  very  high  no- 
tions of  that  veneration  to  which  he  thougJit 
himself  entitled  by  his  character  and  quali- 
fications, had  not  borne,  without  repining, 
his  want  of  influence  and  authority  over  his 
pupil,  against  whom  he  cherished  a  particu 
lar  grudge  ever  since  the  adventure  of  the 
painted  eye ;  and  therefore,  on  this  occasion, 
his  politic  forbearance  had  been  overcome 
j  by  the  accumulated  motives  of  his  disgust. 
Indeed,  he  would  have  resigned  his  charge 
with  disdain,  had  he  not  been  encouraged  to 
persevere,  by  the  hopes  of  a  good  living 
which  Trunnion  had  in  his  gift:,  or  knov/n 
how  to  dispose  of  himself  for  the  present  U 
better  advantage. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

lie  recehes  a  letter  from  his  aunt,  breaks 
with  the  commodore,  and  disobliges  the 
lieutenant,  who,  nevertheless,  undertakes 
his  cause. 

Mevnwhile  he  quitted  the  youth  in  high 
dudgeon,  and  that  same  evening  despatched 
a  letter  for  Mrs  Trunnion,  which  was  dictated 
Dv  the  first  trantsports  of  his  passion,  and  of 
course  replete  with  severe  animadversions 
m  the  misconduct  of  his  pupil. 

In  consequence  of  this  complaint,  it  was 
not  long  before  Peregrine  received  an  epistle 
from  his  aunt,  wherein  she  commemorated 
n\\  the  circumstances  of  the  commodore's 
benevolence  towards  him,  when  he  was  help- 
less and  forlorn,  deserted  and  abandoned  by 
bis  own  parents,  upbraided  him  for  his  mis- 
behaviour and  neglect  of  his  tutor's  advice, 
and  insisted  upon  his  breaking  oft*  all  inter- 
course with  that  girl  who  had  seduced  his 
youth,  as  he  valued  the  continuance  of  her 
affection  and  her  husband's  regard. 

As  our  lover's  own  ideas  of  generosity  were 
extremely  refined,  he  was  Khocked  at  the  in- 
delicate insinuations  of  Mrs  Trunnion,  and 
felt  all  the  pangs  of  an  ingenuous  mind  that 
labours  under  obligations  to  a  person  whom 
it  contemns.  Far  from  obeying  her  injunc- 
tion, or  humbling  himself  by  a  submissive  an- 
swer to  her  reprehension,  his  resentment 
ouoyed  him  up  above  every  selfish  considera- 
tion ;  he  resolved  to  attach  himself  to  Emilia, 
if  possible,  more  than  ever  ;  and  although  he 
was  tempted  to  punish  the  officiousness  of 
Jolter,  by  recriminating  upon  his  life  and 
conversation,  he  generously  withstood  the 
impulse  of  his  passion,  because  he  knew  that 
his  governor  had  no  other  dependence  than 
the  good  opinion  of  the  commodore.  He  could 
not,  however,  digest  in  silence  the  severe 
expostulations  of  his  aunt,  to  which  he  re- 
plied by  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  her 
husband. 

"  Sir, — Though  my  temper  could  never 
stoop  to  offer,  nor,  I  believe,  your  disposition 
deign  to  receive,  that  gross  incense  which 
the  illibenil  only  expect,  and  none  but  the 
base-minded  condescend  to  pay,  my  sen- 
timents have  always  done  justice  to  your 
generosity,  and  my  intention  scrupulously 
adhered  to  the  dictates  of  my  duty.  Con- 
scious of  this  integrity  of  heart,  I  cannot  but 
severely  feel  your  lady's  unkind  (I  will  not 
ca  1  it  ungenerous)  recapitiilation  of  tbc  fa- 
vours I  have  received ;  and,  as  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  you  knew  and  approved  of  her 
letter,  I  must  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that, 
far  from  being  swayed  by  menaces  and  re- 
proach, I  am  determined  to  embrace  the  most 
abject  extremity  of  fortune,  rather  than  sub- 
mit to  such  a  dishonourable  compulsion. 
When  I  am  treated  in  a  more  delicate  and 


respectable  manner,  I  hope  I  shall  beliare  aa 
becomes,  Sir,  your  obliged 

"  P.  Pickle." 

The  commodore,  who  did  not  understand 
those  nice  distinctions  of  behaviour,  and 
dreaded  the  consequence  of  Peregrine's 
amour,  against  which  he  was  strangely  pre^ 
possessed,  seemed  exasperated  at  the  inso- 
lence and  obstinacy  of  his  adopted  son  ;  to 
whose  epistle  he  wrote  the  following  answer, 
which  was  transmitted  by  the  hands  of  Hatch- 
way, who  had  orders  to  bring  the  delinquen 
along  with  him  to  the  garrison. 

"  Hark  ye,  child,  you  need  not  bring  your 
fine  speeches  to  bear  upon  me.  You  only 
expend  your  ammunition  to  no  purpose.  Your 
aunt  told  you  nothing  but  truth;  for  it  is  al- 
ways fair  and  honest  to  be  above  board,  d'ye 
see.  I  am  informed  as  how  you  are  in  chase 
of  a  painted  galley,  which  will  decoy  you 
upon  the  flats  of  destruction,  unless  you  keep 
a  better  look-out  and  a  surer  reckoning  than 
you  have  hitherto  done  ;  and  I  have  sent  Jack 
Hatchway  to  see  how  the  land  lies,  and  warn 
you  of  your  danger :  if  so  be  as  you  will  put 
about  ship,  and  let  him  steer  you  into  this 
harbour,  you  shall  meet  with  a  safe  birth  and 
friendly  reception;  but  if  you  refuse  to  alter 
your  course,  you  cannot  expect  any  fur- 
ther  assistance  from  yours,  as  you  behave, 
"  Haw  SER  Trunnion." 

Peregrine  was  equally  piqued  and  discon- 
certed at  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  which  was 
quite  different  from  what  he  had  expected, 
and  declared  in  a  resolute  tone  to  the  lieu- 
tenant, who  brought  it,  that  he  might  return 
as  soon  as  he  pleased,  for  he  was  determined 
to  consult  his  own  inclination,  and  remain  for 
some  time  longer  where  he  was. 

Hatchway  endeavoured  to  persuade  him 
by  all  the  arguments  which  his  sagacity  and 
friendship  could  supply,  to  show  a  little  more 
deference  for  the  old  man,  who  was  by  this 
time  rendered  fretful  and  peevish  by  the 
gout,  which  now  hindered  him  from  enjoying 
himself  as  usual,  and  who  might,  in  his  pas- 
sion, take  some  step  very  much  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  young  gentleman,  whom  he  had 
hitherto  considered  as  his  own  son.  Amonj* 
other  remonstrances.  Jack  observed,  that 
mayhaps  Peregrine  had  got  under  Emilia's 
hatches,  and  did  not  chuse  to  set  her  adrifl ; 
and  if  that  was  the  case,  he  himself  would 
take  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  see  her  cargo 
safely  delivered  ;  for  he  had  a  respect  for  the 
young  woman,  and  his  needle  pointed  towarda 
matrimony,  and  as,  in  all  probability,  she 
could  not  be  much  tlie  worse  for  the  wear, 
he  would  make  shift  to  scud  through  lif? 
with  her  under  an  easy  sail. 

Our  lover  was  deaf  to  all  his  admonitions, 
and,  having  thanked  him  for  this  last  in« 
stance  of  his  complaisance,  repeated  his  re- 
solution of  adhering  to  his  first  purpose 
Hatchway  having  profited  so  little  by  mild 
exhortations,    assumed   a  more  peremptory 
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aspect,  and  plainly  told  him  he  ncithiT  could 
nor  would  <ro  home  without  liim;  so  he  had 
best  make  immediate  preparation  for  the 
voyage. 

Peregrine  made  no  other  reply  to  this  de- 
claration than  by  a  contemptuous  smile,  and 
rose  from  his  seat  in  order  to  retire;  upon 
which  the  lieutenant  started  up,  and  posting 
Uimself  at  the  door,  ])rotested,  with  some 
menacing  gestures,  that  he  would  not  sufter 
nim  to  run  a-head  neither.  The  other,  in- 
censed at  his  presumption,  in  attempting  to 
detain  him  by  force,  tripped  up  his  wooden 
leg,  and  laid  him  on  his  back  in  a  moment ; 
then  walked  deliberately  towards  the  park, 
in  order  to  indulge  his  reflection,  which  at 
that  time  teemed  with  disagreeable  thoughts. 
He  had  not  proceeded  two  hundred  steps, 
when  he  heard  something  blowing  and  stamp- 
ing behind  him  ;  and,  looking  back,  perceived 
the  lieutenant  at  his  heels  with  rage  and  in- 
dignation in  his  countenance.  This  exas- 
oerated  seaman,  impatient  of  the  affront  he 
had  received,  and  forgetting  all  the  circum- 
stances of  their  former  intimacy,  advanced 
with  great  eagerness  to  his  old  friend,  say- 
ing,— "Look  ye,  brother,  you're  a  saucy  boy, 
and  if  you  were  at  sea,  I  would  have  your 
backside  brought  to  the  davit  for  your  diso- 
bedience ;  but  as  wc  are  on  shore,  you  and 
(  must  crack  a  pistol  at  one  another;  here 
is  a  brace,  you  shall  take  which  you  please." 

Peregrine,  upon  recollection,  was  sorry  for 
having  been  laid  under  the  necessity  of  dis- 
obliging honest  Jack,  and  very  frankly  asked 
his  pardon  for  what  he  had  done.  But  this 
condescension  was  misinterpreted  by  the 
other,  who  refused  any  other  satisfaction 
than  that  which  an  officer  ought  to  claim ; 
and,  with  some  irreverent  expressions,  asked 
if  Pcrrj'  was  afraid  of  his  bacon.  The  youth, 
inflamed  at  this  unjust  insinuation,  darted  a 
ferocious  look  at  the  challenger,  told  him  he 
had  paid  but  too  much  regard  to  his  infirmi- 
ties, and  bid  him  walk  forward  to  the  park, 
where  he  would  soon  convince  him  of  his 
error,  if  he  tncuglit  his  conceesion  proceeded 
from  fear. 

About  this  time  they  were  overtaken  by 
Pipes,  who  having  heard  the  lieutenant's  fall, 
and  seen  him  pocket  his  pistols,  suspected 
that  there  was  a  quarrel  in  the  case,  and 
followed  him  with  a  view  of  protecting  his 
master.  Peregrine  seeing  him  arrive,  and 
guessing  his  intenticn,  assumed  an  air  of 
serenity,  and  pretending  that  he  had  left  his 
".Endkerchief  at  the  inn,  ordered  his  man  t  >  go 
'..lither  and  fetch  it  to  him  in  the  park,  wiif-re 
*■  .  w  ould  find  them  at  his  return.  This  com- 
r.'.and  was  twice  repeated  before  Tom  would 
ikc  any  other  notice  of  the  message,  except 
'J  j..aKmg  his  hsad;  but  being  urged  with 
Tiany  threats  and  curses  to  obedience,  he 
guve  them  to  understand  that  he  knew  their 
drift  too  well  to  trust  them  by  themselves. 
'  Asfor  3'ou,  Lieutenant  Hatchway,"  said  he. 


"  1  have  been  your  siiipmate,  and  know  you 
to  be  a  sailor,  that's  enough  ;  and  as  for 
master,  I  know  him  to  be  as  good  a  man  as 
ever  stepi)cd  between  stem  and  stern,  wliere- 
by,  if  you  have  any  thing  to  eay  to  him,  I  am 
your  man,  as  the  saying  is.  Here's  my  t^ap- 
liiig,  and  I  don't  value  your  crackers  of  a 
rope's  end."  This  oration,  the  longest  that 
ever  Pipes  was  known  to  make,  he  conclud- 
ed with  a  flourish  of  his  cudgel,  and  enforced 
with  such  determined  refusals  to  leave  tnem, 
that  they  found  it  impossible  to  bring  tiie 
cause  to  mortal  arbitremcnt  at  that  time,  anc 
strolled  about  the  park  in  profound  silence 
during  which  Hatchway's  indignation  subsid 
ing,  he  all  of  a  sudden  thrust  out  his  hand 
as  an  advance  to  reconciliation,  which  being 
cordially  shaken  by  Peregrine,  a  general  pa- 
citication  ensued,  and  was  followed  by  a  con- 
sultation about  the  means  of  extricating  the 
youth  from  his  present  perplexity.  Had  his 
disposition  been  like  that  of  most  other  young 
men,  it  would  have  been  no  difficult  task  to 
overcome  his  difficulties  ;  but  such  was  the 
obstinacy  of  his  pride,  that  he  deemed  him- 
self bound  in  honour  to  resent  the  letters  he 
had  received  ;  and,  instead  of  submitting  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  commodore,  expected  an 
acknowledgment  from  him,  without  which 
he  would  listen  to  no  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion.  "Had  I  been  his  own  son,"  said  he, 
"  I  should  have  bore  his  reproof,  and  sued 
for  forgiveness  ;  but  knowing  myself  to  be 
on  the  footing  of  an  orphan,  who  depends 
entirely  upon  his  benevolence,  I  am  jealous 
of  every  thing  that  can  be  construed  into  dis- 
respect, and  insist  upon  being  treated  with 
the  most  punctual  regard.  I  shall  now  make 
application  to  my  father,  who  is  obliged  to 
provide  for  me  by  the  ties  of  nature,  as  well 
as  the  laws  of  the  land  :  and  if  he  shall  refuse 
to  do  me  justice,  I  can  never  want  employ- 
ment while  men  are  required  for  his  majesty's 
service." 

The  lieutenant,  alarmed  at  this  intimation, 
begged  he  would  take  no  new  step  until  he 
should  hear  from  him  ;  and  tliat  very  evening 
set  out  for  the  garrison,  where  he  gave  Trun- 
nion an  account  of  the  miscarriage  of  his  ne- 
gotiation ;  told  him  how  highly  Peregrine  was 
offended  at  the  letter;  communicated  the 
young  gentleman's  sentiments  and  resolu- 
tion ;  and,  finally,  assured  him,  tliat  unless 
he  should  think  proper  to  ask  pardon  for  the 
offence  he  had  committed,  he  would,  in  all 
appearance,  never  more  behold  the  face  of 
his  godson. 

Tlic  old  commodore  was  utterly  confound 
ed  at  this  piece  of  intelligence;  he  had  e.\. 
pected  all  the  humility  of  obedience  and  con- 
trition from  the  young  man  ;  and,  instead  ot 
that,  received  nothing  but  the  most  indig- 
nant opposition,  and  even  found  himself  in 
the  circumstances  of  an  oflender,  obliged  to 
make  attonement,  or  forfeit  all  correspon- 
dence  with   his  favourite.     These   insolan: 


S9 


SMOLLETT  S  SELECT  WORKS. 


conditions  al  first  threw  him  into  an  agwny  of 
A- rath,  and  he  vented  execrations  with  such 
rapidity,  that  he  left  himself  no  time  to 
oreathe,  and  liad  almost  been  suffocated  with 
his  choler.  He  inveighed  bitterly  against 
the  ingratitude  of  Peregrine,  whom  he  men- 
tioned with  many  opprobrious  epithets,  and 
swore  that  he  ought  to  be  keelhauled  for 
his  presumption  ;  but  when  he  began  to  re- 
flect more  coolly  upon  the  spirit  of  the  young 
gentleman,  which  had  already  manifested 
itse  f  on  many  occasions,  and  listened  to  the 
suggestions  of  Hatchway,  whom  he  had  al- 
ways considered  as  an  oracle  in  his  way,  his 
resentment  abated,  and  he  determined  to  take 
Perry  into  favour  again  :  this  placability  be- 
ing not  a  little  facilitated  by  Jack's  narrative 
of  our  hero's  intrepid  behaviour  at  the  as- 
semblv,  as  well  as  in  the  contest  with  him  in 
he  park.  But  still  this  plaguy  amour  oc- 
curred like  a  bugbear  to  his  imagination  ;  for 
he  held  it  as  an  infallible  maxim,  tliat  woman 
was  an  eternal  source  of  misery  to  man.  In- 
deed this  apothegm  he  seldom  repeated  since 
his  marriage,  except  in  the  company  of  a  very 
few  inmates,  to  whose  secrecy  and  discre- 
tion he  could  trust.  Finding  Jack  himself 
at  a  nonplus  in  the  affair  of  Emilia,  lie  con- 
sulted Mrs  Trunnion,  who  was  equally  sur- 
prised and  offended  when  she  understood 
chat  her  letter  did  not  produce  the  desired 
effect ;  and,  after  having  imputed  the  youth's 
obstinacy  to  his  uncle's  unseasonable  indul- 
gence, had  recourse  to  the  advice  of  tlie  par- 
son, who,  still  with  an  eye  to  his  friend's  ad- 
vantage, counselled  tiiem  to  send  the  young 
gentleman  on  his  travels,  in  the  course  of 
which  lie  would,  in  all  probability,  forget  the 
amusements  of  his  greener  years.  The  pro- 
posal was  judicious,  and  immediately  approv- 
ed; when  Trunnion,  going  into  his  closet, 
after  divers  eff'orts,  produced  the  following 
billet,  with  which  Jack  departed  for  Wind- 
sor that  same  afternoon. 

"My  Good  Lad, — If  I  eave  offence  in  my 
last  letter,  I'm  sorry  for't,  o'ye  see  ;  I  thought 
It  was  the  likeliest  way  to  bring  you  up  ;  but, 
in  time  to  come,  you  shall  have  a  larger  swing 
of  cable.  When  you  can  spare  time,  I  shall 
be  glad  if  you  will  make  a  short  trip,  and  see 
vouraunt,  and  him  who  is  your  loving  god- 
iiither  and  humble  servant, 

"Hawser  Trunnion." 

'  P.S.  If  you  want  money,  you  may  draw 
upon  me,  payable  at  sight." 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

He  becomes  melancholy  and  despomlrnt ;  is 
favoured  with  a  condesceiidiufr  letter  from 
his  uncle;  reconciles  himself  to  his  go- 
vernor, and  sets  out  with  Emilia  and  her 
friend  for  Mrs  GauntleCs  house. 

"Peregrine,  fortified  as  he  was  with  pride 


and  indignation,  did  not  fail  to  feel  the  smart- 
ing suggestions  of  his  present  situation  ;  afte. 
having  lived  so  long  in  an  atTluent  and  impe- 
rious manner,  he  could  ill  brook  the  thoughts 
of  ijubmitting  to  the  mortifying  exigencies  of 
life.  All  the  gaudy  schemes  of  pomp  and 
pl-'-sure,  which  his  luxuriant  imagination 
had  formed,  began  to  dissolve,  a  train  of  rnc;]- 
ancholy  ideas  took  possession  of  his  t^aoughts, 
and  the  prospect  of  losing  Emilia  was  not 
the  least  part  of  his  affliction.  Though  he 
endeavoured  to  suppress  the  chagrin  that 
preyed  upon  his  heart,  he  could  not  conceaJ 
the  disturbance  of  his  mind  from  tlie  pens- 
tration  of  that  amiable  young  lady,  who  sym- 
pathised with  him  in  her  heart,  though  she 
could  not  give  her  tongue  the  liberty  of  ask- 
ing the  cause  of  his  disorder  :  for,  notwith- 
standing all  the  ardour  of  his  addresses,  he 
never  could  obtain  from  her  the  declaration 
of  a  mutual  flame ;  because,  though  he  had 
hitlierto  treated  her  with  the  utmost  rever- 
ence of  respect,  he  had  never  once  mention- 
ed the  final  aim  of  his  passion.  However 
honourable  she  supposed  it  to  be,  she  had 
discernment  enough  to  foresee  that  vanity  or 
interest,  co-operating  with  the  levity  of  youth, 
might  one  day  deprive  her  of  iicr  lover,  and 
she  was  too  proud  to  give  him  any  handle  of 
exulting  at  her  expense.  Although  he  was 
received  by  her  with  the  most  distinguished 
civility,  and  even  an  intimacy  of  friendship, 
all  his  solicitations  could  never  extort  from 
her  an  acknowledgment  of  love;  on  the  con- 
trary, being  of  a  gay  disposition,  she  some- 
times coquetted  with  other  adrmrers,  tnat  nis 
attention,  thus  whetted,  might  never  abate, 
and  that  he  might  see  she  had  other  resour- 
ces, in  case  he  should  flag  in  his  affection. 

This  being  the  prudential  plan  on  which 
she  acted,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  she 
would  condescend  to  inquire  into  the  statq 
of  his  thovights,  when  she  saw  him  thus  af*- 
fected  ,  but  she,  nevertheless,  imposed  that 
task  on  her  cousin  and  confidant,  who,  as 
they  walked  together  in  the  park,  observed 
that  he  seemed  to  be  out  of  humour.  When 
this  is  the  case,  such  a  question  generally 
increases  the  disease ;  at  least  it  had  that 
effect  upon  Peregrine,  who  replied  somewhat 
peevishly,  "  I  assure  you,  madam,  you  never 
was  more  mistaken  in  your  observations."— 
"  I  think  so  too,"  said  Emilia,  "for  I  never 
saw  Mr  Pickle  in  higher  spirits."  This  iron- 
ical encomium  completed  hie  confusion  ;  he 
affected  to  smile,  but  it  was  a  smile  of  an- 
guish,  and  in  his  heart  he  cursed  the  vivacity 
of  both.  He  could  not  for  his  soul  recollect 
himself  so  as  to  utter  one  connected  sen- 
tence ;  and  the  suspicion  that  they  observed 
every  circumstance  of  his  behaviour,  threw 
such  a  damp  on  his  spirits,  that  he  was  qaitt, 
overwhelmed  witli  shame  and  resentrnciit, 
when  Sophy,  casting  her  eyes  toward  the 
gate,  said,  "  Yonder  is  your  servant,  Mr 
Pickle,  with  another  man  who  seems  to  hav*= 
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a  wooden  leg."  Pcrogrine  started  at  tliis 
intelligence  and  immediately  underwent  sun- 
dry changes  ot' complexion,  knowing  that  his 
tate  in  a  great  lueasuro  depended  upon  the 
information  he  would  receive  from  his  friend. 

Hatchway,  advancing  to  tiie  company,  af- 
ter a  brace  of  sea  bows  to  tiie  ladies,  took 
tiie  youth  aside  and  put  the  commodore's  let- 
ter into  his  hand,  which  threw  him  intosucli 
an  agitation  that  he  could  scarce  pronounce 
"Ladies  will  you  give  me  leave  .'"  When,  in 
consequence  of  their  permission,  he  attempt- 
ed to  open  tlic  billet,  he  fumbled  with  sucii 
manifest  disorder,  that  his  mistress,  who 
watclied  his  motions,  began  to  think  there 
was  somctliing  very  interesting  in  the  mes- 
sage ;  and  so  much  was  she  aflectcd  with  his 
concern,  that  she  was  fain  to  turn  her  head 
another  way,  and  wipe  the  tears  from  her 
lovely  eyes. 

Meanwhile,  Peregrine  no  sooner  read  the 
first  sentence,  than  his  countenance,  which 
before  was  overcast  with  a  deep  gloom,  be- 
gan to  be  lighted  up,  and  every  feature  un- 
bending by  degrees,  he  recovered  liis  sereni- 
ty. Having  perused  tlie  letter,  his  eyes 
sparkling  with  joy  and  gratitude,  he  hugged 
the  lieutenant  in  his  anns,  and  i)resented  liim 
to  the  ladies  as  one  of  his  best  friends.  Jack 
met  witii  a  most  gracious  reception,  and 
shook  Emilia  by  the  hand,  telling  her,  with  a 
familiar  appellation  of  old  acquaintance,  that 
he  did  not  care  kow  soon  he  was  master  of 
such  anotiier  clean-going  frigate  as  herself. 

The  whole  company  partook  of  the  fa- 
vourable chiinge  that  evidently  appeared  in 
our  lover's  recollection,  and  enlivened  his 
conversation  with  such  an  uncommon  flow 
of  sprightliness  and  good  humour,  as  even 
made  an  impression  on  the  iron  countenance 
of  Pipes  himself,  wlio  actually  smiled  with 
satisfaction  as  he  walked  behind  tlieni. 

The  evening  being  pretty  far  advanced, 
they  directed  their  course  homeward;  and 
while  the  valet  attended  Hatchway  to  the 
inn,  Peregrine  escorted  the  ladies  to  their 
lodgings,  where  he  owned  the  justness  of 
Sophy's  remark,  in  saying  he  was  out  of  hu- 
mour, and  told  them  lie  had  been  extremely 
chagrined  at  a  ditierencc  which  had  happen- 
ed between  liim  and  his  uncle,  to  whom  (by 
the  letter  which  tiicy  liad  seen  him  receive) 
he  now  found  himself  happily  reconciled. 

Having  received  their  congratulations,  and 
declined  staying  to  sup  with  them,  on  ac- 
count of  the  longing  desire  he  had  to  con- 
verse with  his  friend  Jack,  he  took  his  leave, 
md  repaired  to  tlie  inn,  where  Hatchway 
informed  him  of  every  thing  that  had  hap- 
pened ill  the  garrison  upon  his  representa- 
tions. Tar  from  being  disgusted,  he  was 
perfectl  f  well  pleased  with  the  prospect  of 
going  at?.oad,  which  flattered  his  vanity  and 
ambition,  gratified  his  thirst  after  know- 
ledge, anl  indulged  that  turn  for  observa- 
tion, for  which  he  had  been  remarkable 
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from  his  most  tender  years.  Neither  did 
he  believe  a  sliort  absence  would  tend  to  the 
prejudice  of  liis  love,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
enhance  tlic  value'  of  his  heart,  betiause  ho 
should  return  better  accomplished,  and  con- 
sequently a  more  welcome  oflering  to  his 
mistress.  Elevated  with  tliese  sentiments, 
his  lieart  dilated  with  joy,  and  tlie  sluices  of 
his  natural  benevolence  being  opened  by  tlii^ 
happy  turn  of  his  atlUirs,  he  sent  his  conijdi- 
nients  to  Mr  JoJter,  to  whom  he  had  not 
spoken  during  a  whole  week,  and  desired  he 
would  favour  iMr  Hatchway  and  him  with  his 
company  at  supper. 

Tlie  governor  was  not  weak  enough  to  de- 
cline this  invitation ;  in  consecpK-nce  of 
which  he  forthwith  ap})eared,  and  was  cor- 
dially welcomed  by  the  relenting  pupil,  who 
expressed  his  sorrow  for  the  luisuiulerstand- 
ing  wiiich  had  prevailed  between  them,  and 
assured  him,  that,  for  the  future,  he  would 
avoid  giving  him  any  just  cause  of  complaint. 
— Jolter,  who  did  not  want  atfection,  was 
melted  by  this  acknowledgment,  which  he 
could  not  have  ex|)ccted,  and  earnestiv  pro- 
tested, that  his  chief  study  had  alwavs  been, 
and  ever  should  be,  to  promote  Mr  Pickle's 
interest  and  happiness. 

The  best  part  of  the  night  being  spent  in 
the  circulation  of  a  cheerful  glass,  the  com- 
pany  broke  up;  and  next  inoriiing  Peregrine 
went  out  with  a  view  of  making  liis  mistress 
acquainted  with  his  uncle's  intention  of  send- 
ing him  out  of  the  kingdom  for  lus  improve- 
mcnt,  and  of  saying  every  tiling  which  lie 
thought  necessary  for  the  interest  of  his  love. 
He  found  her  at  breakfast  with  her  cousin ; 
and,  as  he  was  very  full  of  the  subject  of  his 
visit,  had  scarce  fixed  himself  in  his  seat, 
when  he  brouglit  it  upon  the  car|)et,  by  ask- 
ing, with  a  smile,  if  the  ladies  had  any  com- 
mands for  Paris.  Emilia,  at  this  question, 
began  to  stare,  and  lier  confidant  desired  to 
know  who  was  going  thither.  He  no  sooner 
gave  them  to  understand  that  he  himself  in- 
tended in  a  short  time  to  visit  that  capital, 
than  nis  mistress,  with  great  precipitation, 
w^ished  him  a  good  journey,  and  aflected  to 
talk  with  indifference  about  the  pleasures  he 
would  enjoy  in  France ;  but  when  he  serious- 
ly assured  Sophy,  who  asked  it"  he  was  in 
earnest,  that  his  uncle  actually  insisted  upon 
his  making  a  short  tour,  the  tears  gushed 
into  poor  Emilia's  eyes,  and  she  was  at 
great  pains  to  conceal  her  concern,  by  ob- 
serving that  the  tea  was  so  scalding  hot,  as 
to  make  her  eyes  water.  This  pretext  was 
too  thin  to  impose  upon  lier  lover,  or  even 
deceive  the  observation  of  her  friend  Sophy, 
who,  aft;er  breakfast,  took  an  opportunity  of 
quitting  the  room. 

Thus  left  by  themselves.  Peregrine  im- 
parted to  her  what  he  had  learned  of  the 
commodore's  intention,  witliout,  however, 
mentioning  a  syllable  of  his  bemg  oflTendeo 
at  their  correspondence,  and   accompaniec 
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his  information  with  such  fervent  vows  of 
eternal  constancy  and  solemn  promises  of  a 
speedy  return,  that  Emilia's  heart,  which 
had  been  invaded  by  a  suspicion  that  this 
Bcheme  of  travelling  was  tlie  effect  of  her 
lover's  inconstancy,  began  to  be  more  at 
ease  ;  and  she  could  not  help  signifying  her 
approbation  of  his  design. 

This  affair  being  amicably  compromised, 
he  asked  how  soon  she  proposed  to  set  out 
for  her  mother's  house  ;  and  understanding 
that  her  departure  was  fixed  for  next  day  but 
one,  and  that  her  cousin  Sophy  intended  to 
accompany  her  in  her  father's  chariot,  he  re- 
peated his  intention  of  attending  her.  In 
the  mean  time  he  dismissed  his  governor  and 
the  lieutenant  to  the  garrison,  with  his  com- 
pliments to  his  aunt  and  the  commodore,  and 
a  faithful  promise  of  his  being  with  them  in 
sLx  days  at  the  farthest. 

These  previous  measures  being  taken,  he, 
attended  by  Pipes,  set  out  with  the  ladies ; 
and  they  had  also  a  convoy  for  twelve  miles 
from  Sophy's  father,  who  at  parting  recom- 
mended them  piously  to  the  care  of  Pere- 
grine, with  whom,  by  this  time,  he  was  per- 
fectly well  acquainted. 


CHAPTER  XXVn. 

They  meet  with  a  dreadful  alarm  on  the 
road — arrive  at  their  journey^s  end — 
Peregrine  is  introduced  to  Emilia's  bro- 
ther— these  two  young  gentlemen  misun- 
derstand each  other — Pickle  departs  for 
the  garrison. 

As  they  travelled  at  an  easy  rate,  they  had 
performed  something  more  than  one  half 
of  their  journey,  when  they  were  benighted 
near  an  inn,  at  which  they  resolved  to  lodge ; 
the  accommodation  was  very  good ;  they 
supped  together  with  great  mirth  and  enjoy- 
ment, and  it  was  not  till  afler  he  had  been 
warned  by  the  yawns  of  the  ladies,  that  he 
conducted  them  to  their  apartment;  where, 
wishing  them  good  night,  he  retired  to  his  own, 
and  went  to  rest. 

The  house  was  crowded  with  country  peo- 
ple who  had  been  at  a  neighbouring  fair, 
and  now  regaled  themselves  with  ale  and  to- 
bacco in  the  yard  ;  so  that  their  considera- 
tion, which  at  any  time  was  but  slender, 
being  now  overwhelmed  by  this  debauch, 
they  staggered  into  their  respective  kennels, 
and  lefl  a  ligiitJid  candle  sticking  to  one  of 
the  wooden  pillars  that  supported  the  gal- 
lory.  The  flame  in  a  little  time  laid  hold  on 
the  wood,  which  was  as  dry  as  tinder,  and 
the  whole  gallery  was  on  fire,  when  Pere- 
grine suddenly  awaked,  and  found  himself 
almost  bjffocated.  He  sprung  up  in  an  in- 
stant, slipped  on  his  breeches,  and  throwing 
open  the  door  of  his  chamber,  saw  the  whole 
entry  in  a  blaze. 


Heavens  !  what  were  the  emotions  of  hie 
soul,  when  he  beheld  the  volumes  of  flame 
and  smoke  rolling  towards  the  room  where 
his  dear  Emilia  lay  !  Regardless  of  his  own 
danger,  he  darted  himself  through  the  thick- 
est of  the  gloom,  when  knocking  hard,  and 
calling  at  the  same  time  to  the  ladies,  with 
the  most  anxious  entreaty  to  be  admitted, 
the  door  was  opened  by  Emilia  in  her  shifl, 
who  asked,  with  the  utmost  trepidation, 
what  was  the  matter.  He  made  no  reply, 
but  snatching  her  np  in  his  arms,  like  an- 
other  ^ncas,  bore  her  through  the  flames  tc 
a  place  of  safety ;  where,  leaving  her  before 
she  could  recollect  herself,  or  pronounce  one 
word,  but  "  Alas  !  my  cousin  Sophy  I"  he 
flew  back  to  the  rescue  of  that  young  lady, 
and  found  her  already  delivered  by  Pipes, 
who,  having  been  alarmed  by  the  smell  of 
fire,  had  got  up,  rushed  immediately  to  the 
chamber  where  he  knew  these  companions 
lodged,  and  (Emily  heing  saved  by  her  lover) 
brought  off  Miss  Sophy  with  the  loss  of  hia 
own  shock  head  of  hair,  which  was  singed 
off  in  his  retreat. 

By  this  time  the  whole  inn  was  alarmed ; 
every  lodger,  as  well  as  servant,  exerted 
himself,  in  order  to  stop  the  progress  of  this 
calamity  ;  and  there  being  a  well  replenish- 
ed horse-pond  in  the  yard,  in  less  than  an 
hour  the  fire  was  totally  extinguished,  with- 
out having  done  any  other  damage  than  tha* 
of  consuming  about  two  yards  of  the  wooden 
gallery. 

All  this  time  our  young  gentleman  closely 
attended  his  fair  charge,  each  of  whom  had 
swooned  with  apprehension ;  but  as  their 
constitutions  were  good,  and  their  spirits  not 
easily  dissipated,  when,  upon  reflection,  they 
found  themselves  and  their  company  safe, 
and  that  the  flames  were  happily  quenched, 
the  tumult  of  their  fears  subsided,  they  put 
on  their  clothes,  recovered  their  good  hu- 
mour, and  began  to  rally  each  other  on  the 
trim  in  which  they  had  been  secured.  Sophy 
observed,  that  now  Mr  Pickle  had  an  indis- 
putable claim  to  her  cousin's  affection ;  and 
therefore  she  ought  to  lay  aside  all  afl^ected 
reserve  for  the  future,  and  frankly  avow  the 
sentiments  of  her  heart.  Emily  retorted  the 
argument,  putting  her  in  mind,  that,  by  the 
same  claim,  Mr  Pipes  was  entitled  to  the  like 
return  from  her.  Her  friend  admitted  the 
force  of  the  conclusion,  provided  she  could 
not  find  means  of  satisfying  her  deliverer  in 
another  shape  ;  and  turning  to  the  valet,  who 
happened  to  bo  present,  asked  if  his  heart 
was  not  otherwise  engaged.  Tom,  who  did 
not  conceive  the  meaning  of  the  question, 
stood  silent,  according  to  custom ;  and  the 
interrogation  being  repeated,  answered  with 
a  grin,  "  Heart  whole  as  a  biscuit,  Pll  assure 
you,  mistresB."  "What!"  said  Emilia, 
"  have  you  never  been  in  love,  Thomas  ?'■ 
"  Yes,  forsooth,"  replied  the  valet,  withou 
hesitation,  "sometimes  of  a  morning.     P?rT 
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ctrrine  cmild  not  liolp  laiiji^hintj'.  and  his  mis- 
tress looked  a  little  disconcerted,  at  .his  l)liint 
repartee:  while  Sophy,  slipping  a  purse  into 
his  hand,  told  him  there  was  Homethinfr  to 
purchase  a  periwig.  Tom,  having  consult- 
ed his  master's  eyes,  refused  the  present, 
saying,  "  No,  thank  ye  as  much  as  if  did." 
An  1,  though  she  insisted  upon  his  putting  it 
in  his  pocket,  as  a  small  testimony  of  iier 
gratitude,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
avail  himself  of  her  generosity;  but,  follow- 
ing her  to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  thrust 
it  into  her  sleeve  without  ceremony,  e.vclaim- 
ing — "  I'll  be  iamn'd  to  h — 11  if  I  do."  Per- 
egrine, having  checked  him  for  his  boorish 
behaviour,  sent  him  out  of  the  room,  and 
begged  that  Miss  Sophy  would  not  endea- 
vour to  debauch  the  morals  of  liis  servant, 
who,  though  rough  and  uncultivated  as  he 
was,  had  sense  enough  to  perceive  that  he 
had  no  pretension  to  any  such  acknowledg- 
ment. But  she  argued  with  great  vehemence 
that  she  should  never  be  able  to  make  an  ac- 
knowledgment adequate  to  the  service  he  had 
done  her,  and  that  she  should  never  be  per- 
fectly easy  in  her  own  mind,  until  she  found 
some  opportunity  of  manifesting  the  sense 
she  had  of  the  obligation  :  "  I  do  not  pre- 
tend," said  she,  "  to  reward  Mr  Pipes  ;  but 
I  shall  be  absolutely  unhappy,  unless  I  am 
allowed  to  give  him  some  token  of  my  re- 
gard." 

Peregrine,  thus  earnestly  solicited,  desir- 
ed that,  since  she  was  bent  upon  displaying 
ner  generosity,  she  would  not  bestow  upon 
iiim  any  pecuniary  gratification,  but  honour 
niin  with  some  trinket,  as  a  mark  of  consid- 
eration ;  because  he  himself  had  such  a  par- 
ticular value  for  the  fellow,  on  account  of 
his  attachment  and  fidelitj',  that  he  should 
oe  sorry  to  see  him  treated  on  the  footing  of 
a  common  mercenary  domestic. 

There  was  not  one  jewel  in  the  possession 
of  this  grateful  young  lady,  that  she  would  not 
have  gladly  given  as  a  recompense,  or  badge 
of  distinction,  to  her  rescuer  ;  but  his  master 
pitched  upon  a  seal-ring  of  no  great  value, 
that  hung  at  her  watch,  and  Pipes  being  call- 
ed in,  had  permission  to  accept  that  testimo- 
ny of  Miss  Sopliy's  favour.  Tom  received 
it  accordingly  with  sundry  scrapes,  and,  hav- 
ing kissed  it  v.'ith  great  devotion,  put  it  on 
his  little  finger,  and  struttnd  oflT,  extremely 
proud  of  his  acquisition. 

Emilia,  with  a  most  encnanting  sweetness 
of  aspect,  told  her  lover,  that  he  had  instruct- 
ed her  how  to  behave  towards  him  ;  and  tak- 
mg  a  diamond  ring  from  her  finger,  desired 
he  would  wear  it  for  her  sake.  He  received 
liic  pledge  as  became  him,  and  presented  an- 
other in  exchange,  which  she  at  first  refused, 
alleging,  that  it  would  destroy  the  intent  of 
her  acknowledgment ;  but  Peregrine  assured 
her,  he  had  accepted  her  jewel,  not  as  a 
proof  of  her  gratitude,  but  as  the  mark  of  her 
U)ve  ;  and  that,  if  she  refused  a  mutual  token, 
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ho  should  look  upon  himself  as  the  object  of 
her  disdain.  Her  eyes  kindled,  and  her 
cheeks  glowed  with  resentment,  at  this  impu- 
dent intimation,  which  she  considered  as  an 
unseasonable  insult ;  and  the  young  gentle- 
man, perceiving  her  emotion,  stood  correct- 
ed for  his  temerity,  and  asked  pardon  for  the 
liberty  of  his  remonstrance,  which  he  hoped 
she  would  ascribe  to  the  jjrevalence  of  thai 
principle  alone  which  he  had  always  taken 
pride  in  avowing. 

Sophy,  seeing  him  disconcerted,  interpos- 
ed in  his  behalf,  and  cliid  her  cousin  for  hav- 
ing practised  such  unnecessary  afiectation; 
uj)on  which  Emilia,  softened  into  compliance, 
held  out  her  finger  as  a  signal  of  her  conde- 
scension. Peregrine  put  on  the  ring  with 
great  eagerness,  mumbled  her  soft  white 
hand  in  an  extacy,  which  would  not  allow 
him  to  confine  his  embraces  to  that  limb,  but 
urged  him  to  seize  h«r  by  the  waist,  and 
snatch  a  delicious  kiss  from  her  love-pouting 
lips  ;  nor  would  he  leave  her  a  butt  to  the 
ridi'cule  of  Sophy,  on  whose  mouth  he  in- 
stantly committed  a  rape  of  the  same  nature  ; 
so  that  the  two  friends,  countenanced  by 
each  other,  reprehended  hiin  with  such  gen- 
tleness  of  rebuke,  that  he  was  almost  tempt- 
ed to  repeat  the  offence. 

Tiie  morning  being  now  lighted  up,  and 
the  servants  of  the  inn  on  foot,  he  ordered 
some  chocolate  for  breakfast,  and,  at  the  de- 
sire of  the  ladies,  sent  Pipes  to  see  the  horses 
fed,  and  the  chariot  prepared,  while  he  went 
to  tiie  bar  and  discharged  the  bill. 

These  measures  being  taken,  they  set  out 
about  five  o'clock,  and  having  refreshed  them- 
selves and  their  cattle  at  another  inn  on  the 
road,  proceeded  in  the  afternoon.  Witliout 
meeting  with  any  other  accident,  they  safe- 
ly arrived  at  the  place  of  their  destination, 
where  Mrs  Gauntlet  expressed  her  joy  at  see- 
ing her  old  friend  Mr  Fickle,  whom,  however, 
she  kindly  reproached  for  the  long  discontin- 
uance of  his  regard.  Without  explaining 
the  cause  of  that  interruption,  he  protested, 
that  his  love  and  esteem  had  never  been  dis- 
continued, and  that,  for  the  future,  he  should 
omit  no  occasion  of  testifying  how  much  he 
had  her  friendship  at  heart.  She  then  made 
him  acquainted  with  her  son,  wlio  at  that 
time  was  in  the  house,  being  excused  frora 
his  duty  by  furlough. 

This  young  man,  whose  name  was  God- 
frey, was  about  the  age  of  twenty,  of  a  mid- 
dling size,  vigorous  make,  remarkably  well 
shaped  ;  and  the  scars  of  the  small  pox,  of 
which  he  bore  a  good  number,  added  a  pecu- 
liar manliness  to  the  air  of  his  coimtenance. 
His  capcacity  was  good,  and  his  disposition 
naturally  frank  and  easy;  but  he  had  been  a 
soldier  from  his  infancy,  and  his  education 
was  altogether  in  the  military  style.  He 
looked  upon  taste  and  letters  as  mere  ped- 
antry, beneath  the  consideration  of  a  gentle- 
man ;  and  every  civil  station  of  life  as  meayi 
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when  compared  with  the  profession  of  arms, 
lie  had  made  great  progress  in  the  gymnastic 
sciences  of  dancing,  fencing,  and  riding, 
played  perfectly  well  on  the  German  flute, 
aj\d.  above  all  things,  valued  himself  upon  a 
scrupulous  observance  of  all  the  points  of 
licnour. 

Had  Peregrine  and  he  considered  them- 
selves upon  equal  footing,  in  all  probability 
they  would  have  immediately  entered  into  a 
league  of  intimacy  and  friendship :  but  this 
sufficient  soldier  looked  upon  his  sister's  ad- 
mirer as  a  young  student,  raw  from  the  uni- 
versity, and  utterly  ignorant  of  mankind  ; 
while  Squire  Pickle  beheld  Godfrey  in  the 
light  of  a  needy  volunteer,  greatly  inferior  to 
himself  in  fortune,  as  well  as  every  other  ac- 
complishment. This  mutual  misunderstand- 
ing could  not  fail  of  producing  animosities. 
The  very  next  day  after  Peregrine's  arrival, 
some  sharp  repartees  passed  between  them 
in  presence  of  the  ladies,  before  whom  each 
endeavoured  to  assert  his  own  superiority. 
In  these  contests  our  hero  never  failed  of  ob- 
taining the  victory,  because  his  genius  was 
more  acute,  and  his  talents  better  cultivated 
than  those  of  liis  antagonist,  who  therefore 
,ook  umbrage  at  his  success,  became  jealous 
of  his  reputation,  and  began  to  treat  him  with 
marks  of  scorn  and  disrespect. 

His  sister  saw,  and  dreading  the  conse- 
quence of  his  ferocity,  not  only  took  him  to 
task  in  private  for  his  impolite  behaviour, 
but  also  entreated  her  lover  to  make  allow- 
ances for  the  roughness  of  her  brother's  edu- 
cation. He  kindly  assured  her,  that,  what- 
ever pains  it  might  cost  him  to  vanquish  his 
own  impetuous  temper,  he  would  for  her  sake 
•3ndure  all  the  mortifications  to  which  her 
brother's  arrogance  might  expose  him  ;  and 
after  having  stayed  with  her  two  days,  and 
enjoyed  several  private  interviews,  during 
A'hich  he  acted  the  part  of  a  most  passionate 
.bver,  he  took  his  leave  of  Mrs  Gauntlet  over 
night,  and  told  the  young  ladies  he  would 
call  early  next  morning  to  bid  them  fareuell. 
He  did  not  neglect  this  piece  of  duty,  and 
found  the  two  friends  and  breakfast  already 
prepared  in  the  parlour.  AH  three  being  ex- 
tremely affected  with  the  thoughts  of  parting, 
a  most  pathetic  silence  for  some  time  pre- 
vailed, till  Peregrine  put  an  end  to  it,  by  la- 
menting his  fate,  in  being  obliged  to  exile 
himself  so  long  from  the  dear  object  of  his 
most  interesting  wish.  He  begged,  with  the 
most  earnest  supplications,  that  she  would 
r.ow,  in  consideration  of  the  cruel  absence 
he  must  suffer,  give  him  the  consolation  which 
she  had  hitherto  refused,  namely,  that  of 
knowing  he  possessed  a  place  within  her 
heart.  The  confidant  seconded  his  request, 
representing,  that  it  was  now  no  time  to  dis- 
guise her  sentiments,  when  her  lover  was 
about  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  might  be  in 
danger  of  contracting  other  connexions,  un- 
ess  he  was  cor  firmed  in  his  constancy,  by 


knowing  how  far  he  could  depend  upon  hci 
love ;  and,  in  short,  she  was  plied  with  such 
irresistible  importunities,  that  she  answered, 
in  the  utmost  confusion, — "Though  I  have 
avoided  literal  acknowledgments,  methinki 
the  circumstances  of  my  behaviour  might 
have  convinced  Mr  Pickle  that  I  do  not  re- 
gard him  as  a  common  acquaintance."  "  My 
charming  Emily!"  cried  the  impatient  lo.er, 
throwing  himself  at  her  feet,  "why  will  you 
deal  out  my  happiness  in  such  scanty  por- 
tions? why  will  you  thus  mince  the  declara- 
tion which  would  overwhelm  me  with  plea- 
sure, and  cheer  my  lonely  reflection,  while  I 
sigh  amid  the  solitude  of  separation  !"  His 
fair  mistress,  melted  by  this  image,  replied, 
with  the  tears  gushing  from  her  eyes, — "  Pm 
afraid  I  shall  feel  that  separation  more  se- 
verely than  you  imsgine."  Transported  at 
this  flattering  confession,  he  pressed  her  to 
his  breast,  and,  w^hile  her  head  reclined  upon 
his  neck,  mingled  his  tears  with  her's  in  great 
abundance,  breathing  the  most  tender  vows 
of  eternal  fidelity.  The  gentle  heart  of  So- 
phy could  not  bear  this  scene  unmoved  ;  she 
wept  with  sympathy,  and  encouraged  the  lo- 
vers to  resign  themselves  to  the  will  of  fate, 
and  support  their  spirits  with  the  hope  of 
meeting  again  on  happier  terms.  Finally, 
after  mutual  promises,  exhortations,  and  en- 
dearments. Peregrine  took  his  leave,  his 
heart  being  so  full,  that  he  could  scarce  pro- 
nounce the  word  adieu !  and,  mounting  hie 
horse  at  the  door,  set  out  with  Pipes  for  the 
garrison. 


CHAPTER  XXVHL 

Peregrine  is  overtaken  by  Mr  Gauntlet, 
with  whom  he  fights  a  duel,  and  contracts 
an  intimate  friendship — he  arrives  at  the 
garrison,  and  finds  his  mother  as  impla- 
cable as  ever — he  is  insulted  by  his  bro- 
thel Gam,  whose  preceptor  he  disciplines 
with  a  horse-whip. 

Tn  order  to  expel  the  melancholy  images 
that  took  possession  of  his  fancy  at  parting 
from  hi?  mistress,  he  called  in  the  flattering 
ideas  of  those  pleasures  he  expected  to  en- 
joy in  France ;  and,  before  lie  had  rode  ten 
miles,  his  imagination  was  effectually  amused. 

While  he  thus  prosecuted  his  travels  by 
anticipation,  and  indulged  himself  in  all  the 
insolence  of  hope,  at  a  turning  of  a  lane  he 
was  all  of  a  sudden  overtaken  by  Emilia's 
brother  on  horseback,  who  told  mm  he  waa 
riding  the  same  way,  and  should  be  glad  of 
his  company. 

This  young  gentleman,  whether  prompted 
by  personal  pique,  or  actuated  with  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  his  family,  had  followed  our 
heio,  with  a  view  of  obliging  him  to  explain 
the  nature  of  his  attachment  to  his  sister. 
Peregrine  returned  his  compliment  with  snc : 
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disdaintiil  civility,  as  tjave  liim  room  to  be- 
lieve tiiat  he  suspected  liis  errand ;  ami  there- 
fore, without  further  preamble,  ho  declared  his 
business,  iu  these  words  : — "  Mr  I'ickle,  you 
liave  carried  on  a  correspondence  with  my 
sister  for  some  time,  and  1  should  be  glad  to 
know  the  nature  of  it."  To  this  question 
our  lover  replied, — "  Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  title  you  have  to  demand  that 
Mtisfaction."  "  Sir,"  answered  the  other,  "I 
demand  it  in  the  capacity  of  a  brother,  jealous 
of  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  of  his  sister's 
reputation  ;  and  if  your  intentions  are  honour- 
able, you  will  not  refuse  it."  "  Sir,"  said 
Peregrine,  "  I  am  not  at  present  disposed  to 
appeal  to  your  opinion  for  the  rectitude  of 
my  intentions;  and  I  think  you  assume  a 
little  too  much  importance  in  pretending  to 
judge  my  conduct."  "  Sir,"  re|)lied  the  sol- 
dier, "  I  pretend  to  judge  the  conduct  of  every 
man  who  interferes  with  my  concerns,  and 
even  to  chastise  him,  if  I  think  he  acts 
amiss."  "  Chastise!"  cried  the  youth,  with 
indignation  in  liis  looks,  "  sure  you  dare  not 
apply  that  term  to  me!"  "You  are  mis- 
taken," said  Godfrey  ;  "  I  dare  do  any  thing 
that  becomes  the  character  of  a  gentleman." 
"  Gentleman  !  God  wot !  replied  the  other, 
lookingcontemptuously  at  his  equipage,  which 
was  none  of  the  most  superb ;  "  a  very  pretty 
gentleman,  truly!"  The  soldier's  wrath  was 
inflamed  by  this  ironical  repetition,  the  con- 
tempt of  which  his  conscious  poverty  made 
him  feel ;  and  he  called  his  antagonist  pre- 
sumptuous boy!  insolent  upstart!  with  other 
epithets,  which  Perry  retorted  with  great 
bitterness.  A  formal  challenge  having  passed 
between  them,  they  alighted  at  the  first  inn, 
and  walked  into  the  next  field,  in  order  to  de- 
cide their  quarrel  by  the  sword.  Having 
pitched  upon  the  spot,  helped  to  pull  off  each 
other's  boots,  and  laid  aside  their  coats  and 
waistcoats,  Mr  Gauntlet  told  his  opponent, 
that  he  himself  was  looked  upon  in  the  army 
as  an  expert  swordsman ;  and  that,  if  Mr 
Pickle  had  not  made  that  science  his  particu- 
lar study,  they  should  be  upon  a  more  equal 
footing  in  using  pistols.  Peregrine  was  too 
much  incensed  to  thank  him  for  his  plain 
dealing,  and  too  confident  of  his  own  skill  to 
relish  the  other's  proposal,  wiiich  he  accord- 
ingly rejected:  then,  drawing  his  sword,  he 
observed,  that,  were  he  to  treat  JNIr  Gauntlet 
accordingly  to  his  deserts,  he  would  order  his 
man  to  punish  his  audacity  with  a  horse- 
whip. Exasperated  at  this  expression,  which 
he  considered  as  an  indelible  affront,  he  made 
no  reply,  but  attacked  his  adversary  with 
equal  terocity  and  address.  The  youth  par- 
ried his  first  and  second  thrust,  but  received 
'.he  third  in  the  outside  of  his  sword  arm. 

Though  the  wound  was  superficial,  he 
was  t  "ansported  with  rage  at  the  sight  of  his 
own  blood,  and  returned  the  assault  with 
such  fur}'  and  precipitation,  that  Gauntlet, 
loath  to  take   idvantarre   of  his   unguarded 


heat,  stood  U|)on  tiie  defensive.  In  the  se- 
cond  lounge.  Peregrine's  weapon  entering  a 
kind  of  net-work  in  the  shell  of  Godfrey's 
sword,  the  blade  snapped  in  two,  and  left 
him  at  the  mercy  of  the  soldier,  who,  far 
from  making  an  insolent  use  of  the  victory 
he  had  gained,  put  up  his  tolcdo  with  great 
deliberation,  like  a  man  who  had  been  used 
to  that  kind  of  renroimter,  and  observed,  tha'. 
such  a  blade  as  Peregrine's  was  not  to  be 
trusted  with  a  man's  life:  then  advising  the 
owner  to  treat  a  gentleman  in  distress  with 
more  respect  for  the  future,  he  slipped  on  his 
boots,  and,  with  sullen  dignity  of  demeanour, 
stalked  back  to  the  inn. 

Though  Pickle  was  extremely  mortified  at 
his  miscarriage  in  this  adventure,  he  was 
also  struck  with  the  behaviour  of  his  antago- 
nist, which  affected  him  the  more,  as  he  un- 
derstood that  Godfrey's _/ipr<e  had  proceeded 
from  the  jealous  sensibility  of  a  gentleman 
declined  into  the  vale  of  misfortune.  Gaunt- 
let's valour  and  moderation  induced  him  to 
put  a  favourable  construction  on  all  those 
circumstances  of  that  young  soldier's  con- 
duct, which  had  before  given  him  disgust. 
Though  in  any  other  case,  he  would  have  in- 
dustriously avoided  the  least  appearance  ol 
submission,  he  followed  his  conqueror  to  the 
inn,  with  the  view  of  thanking  him  for  his 
generous  forbearance,  and  soliciting  his 
friendship  and  correspondence. 

Godfrey  had  his  foot  in  the  stirrup  to 
mount,  when  Peregrine  coining  up  to  him, 
desired  he  would  defer  his  departure  tor  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  favour  him  with  a 
little  private  conversation.  The  soldier,  who 
mistook  the  meaning  of  the  request,  immedi- 
ately quitted  his  horse,  and  followed  Pickle 
into  a  chamber,  where  he  expected  to  find  a 
brace  of  pistols  loaded  on  the  table;  but  he 
was  very  agreeably  deceived,  when  our  hero, 
in  the  most  respectful  terms,  acknowledged 
his  noble  deportment  in  the  field,  owned  that 
till  then  he  had  misunderstood  his  character, 
and  begged  that  he  would  honour  him  with 
his  intimacy  and  correspondence. 

Gauntlet,  who  had  seen  undoubted  proofs 
of  Peregrine's  courage,  which  had  consider- 
ably raised  him  in  his  esteem,  and  had  sense 
enough  to  perceive  that  this  concession  was 
not  owing  to  any  sordid  or  sinister  motive, 
embraced  his  offer  with  demonstrations  of 
infinite  satisfaction.  When  he  understood 
the  terms  on  which  Mr  Pickle  was  with  his 
sister,  he  proffered  his  service  in  his  tuni, 
either  as  agent,  mediator,  or  confidant:  nay, 
to  give  his  new  friend  a  convincing  proof 
of  his  sincerity,  he  disclosed  to  him  a  pas- 
sion  which  he  had  for  some  time  entertained 
for  his  cousin  Miss  Sophy,  though  he  durst 
not  reveal  his  sentiments  to  her  father,  lest 
he  should  be  offended  at  liis  presumption, 
and  withdraw  his  protection  from  the  family. 

Peregrine's  generous  heart  was  wrunf> 
with  ano-uish  when  he  understood  that  this 
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young  gentleman,  who  was  the  only  eon  of 
a  distinguished  officer,  had  carried  anns  for 
the  space  of  five  years,  without  being  able  to 
obtain  a  subaltern's  commission,  though  he 
had  always  behaved  with  remarkable  regu- 
larity and  spirit,  and  acquired  the  friendship 
and  esteem  of  all  the  officers  under  whom  he 
had  served. 

He  would  at  that  time,  with  the  utmost 
pleasure,  have  shared  his  finances  ;  but,  as 
he  would  not  run  the  risk  of  offending  the 
young  soldier's  delicacy  of  honour,  by  a  pre- 
mature exertion  of  his  liberality,  he  resolved 
to  insinuate  himself  into  an  intimacy  with 
him,  before  he  would  venture  to  take  such 
freedoms  ;  and,  with  that  view,  pressed  Mr 
Gauntlet  to  accompany  him  to  the  garrison, 
where  he  did  not  doubt  of  having  influence 
enough  to  make  him  a  welcome  guest.  God- 
frey thanked  him  very  courteously  for  his  in- 
vitation, which  he  said  he  could  not  i:r.me- 
diately  accept ;  but  promised,  if  he  would 
favour  him  with  a  letter,  and  fix  the  time  at 
which  he  proposed  to  set  out  for  France,  he 
would  endeavour  to  visit  him  at  the  commo- 
dore's habitation,  and  from  thence  give  him 
a  convoy  to  Dover.  This  new  treaty  being 
settled,  and  a  dossil  of  lint,  with  a  snip  of 
plaster,  applied  to  our  adventurer's  wound, 
he  parted  from  the  brother  of  his  dear  Emi- 
lia, to  whom,  and  his  friend  Sophy,  he  sent 
his  kindest  wishes  ;  and  having  lodged  one 
night  upon  the  road,  arrived  next  day  in  the 
afternoon  at  the  garrison,  where  he  found  all 
his  friends  in  good  health,  and  overjoyed  at 
his  return. 

The  commodore,  who  was  by  this  time 
turned  of  seventy,  and  altogether  crippled  by 
the  gout,  seldom  went  abroad,  and,  as  his 
conversation  was  not  very  entertaining,  had 
but  little  company  within  doors ;  so  that  his 
spirits  nnist  have  quite  stagnated,  had  they 
not  been  kept  in  motion  by  the  conversation 
of  Hatchway,  and  received,  at  different 
times,  a  wholesome  fillip  from  the  discipline 
of  his  spouse,  who,  by  the  force  of  pride,  re- 
ligion, and  coniac,  had  erected  a  most  terri- 
ble tyranny  in  the  house.  There  was  such 
a  quick  circulation  of  domestics  in  the  fami- 
ly, that  every  suit  of  livery  had  been  worn 
by  figures  of  all  dimensions.  Trunnion  him- 
self had,  long  before  this  time,  yielded  to  the 
torrent  of  her  arbitrary  sway,  though  not 
witiiout  divers  obstinate  efforts  to  maintain 
his  liberty;  and  now  that  he  was  disabled  by 
his  infirmities,  when  he  used  to  hear  his  em- 
press singing  the  loud  Orthyan  song  among 
the  servants  below,  he  would  often,  in  whis- 
pers, communicate  to  the  lieutenant  hints  of 
what  be  would  do,  if  so  bo  as  how  he  was 
not  deprived  of  his  precious  limbs.  Hatch- 
way was  the  only  person  whom  the  temper 
of  Mrs  Trunnion  respected,  either  because 
she  drcided  his  ridicule,  or  looked  upon  his 
uerar.n  with  eyes  of  affection.  This  being 
ha  fitua'ion  of  things  in  the   garrison,  it  is 


not  to  be  doubted  that  the  old  gentlemar 
highly  enjoyed  the  presence  of  Peregrine, 
who  found  means  to  ingratiate  himself  so 
effectually  with  his  aunt,  that,  while  he  re- 
mained at  home,  she  seemed  to  have  exchang- 
ed the  disposition  of  a  tigress  for  that  of  & 
gentle  kid:  but  he  found  his  own  mother  as 
implacable,  and  his  father  as  much  henpecked 
as  ever. 

Gamaliel,  who  now  ver}^  seldom  enjoyed 
the  conversation  of  his  old  friend  the  com- 
modore, had  some  time  ago  entered  into  an 
amicable  society,  consisting  of  the  barber 
apothecary,  attorney,  and  exciseman  of  thi 
parish,  among  whom  he  used  to  spend  the 
evening  at  Tunley's,  and  listen  to  their  dis- 
putes upon  philosophy  and  politics  with  great 
comfort  and  edification,  while  his  sovereign 
lady  domineered  at  home  as  usual,  visited 
with  great  pomp  in  the  neighborhood,  em- 
ployed her  chief  care  in  the  education  of  her 
darling  son  Gam,  v.iio  was  now  in  the  fif- 
teenth year  of  his  age,  and  so  remarkable  for 
his  perverse  disposition,  that,  in  spite  of  his 
mother's  influence  and  authority,  he  was  not 
only  hated,  but  also  despised  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  She  had  put  him  under  the 
tuition  of  the  curate,  who  lived  in  the  family, 
and  was  obliged  to  attend  him  in  all  his 
exercises  and  excursions.  The  governor 
was  a  low-bred  fellow,  who  had  neither  ex- 
perience nor  ingenuity,  but  possessed  s. 
large  fund  of  adulation  and  ser\'iie  c».,,., 
plaisance,  by  which  he  had  gained  the  gooo 
graces  of  Mrs  Pickle,  and  presided  over  all 
her  deliberations,  in  the  same  manner  as  nis 
superior  managed  those  of  Mrs  Trunnion.  . 

He  had  one  day  rode  out  to  take  the  air 
with  his  pupil,  who,  as  I  have  already  observ 
ed,  was  odious  to  the  poor  people,  for  having 
killed  their  dogs,  and  broken  their  inclosures 
and,  on  account  of  his  hump,  was  distinguish- 
ed by  the  title  of  My  Lord,  when,  in  a  nar- 
row  lane  they  chanced  to  meet  Peregrine  on 
horseback. 

The  young  squire  no  sooner  perceived  his 
elder  brother,  against  whom  he  had  been  in- 
structed to  bear  the  most  inveterate  grudge, 
than  he  resolved  to  insult  him  en  passant,  and 
actually  rode  against  him  full  gallop.  Our 
hero,  guessing  his  aim,  fixed  himself  in  his 
stirrups,  and  by  a  dexterous  management  of 
the  reins,  avoided  the  shock  in  such  a  manner, 
as  that  their  legs  only  should  encounter,  by 
which  means  My  Lord  was  tilted  out  of  hia 
saddle,  and,  in  a  twinkling,  laid  sprawling  in 
the  dirt.  The  governor,  enraged  at  the  dis- 
grace of  his  charge,  advanced  with  great  in- 
solence and  fury,  and  struck  at  Peregrine  with 
his  whip.  Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable 
to  our  young  gentleman  than  this  assault, 
which  furnished  him  with  an  opportunity  of 
chastising  an  officious  wretch,  whose  petu- 
lance and  malice  he  had  longed  to  punish.  He, 
therefore,  spurring  up  his  horse  towards  hia 
antagonist,  overthrew  him  in  the  middle  of  ■ 
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hedge.  Before  ho  had  time  to  recollect  him- 
felf  from  the  contusion  of  the  fall,  Pickle 
alighted  in  a  trice,  and  e.vercised  his  horse- 
whip with  such  agility  about  the  curate's  face 
and  ears,  that  he  was  fain  to  prostrate  him- 
Bclf  before  his  enraged  conqueror,  and  implore 
liis  forbearance  in  the  most  abject  terms. 
While  Peregrine  was  thus  employed,  his  bro- 
her  Gam  had  made  shift  to  rise  and  attack 
him  in  the  rear;  for  which  reason,  when  tiie 
tutor  was  quelled,  the  victor  faced  about, 
snatched  the  weapon  out  of  his  hand,  and  hav- 
ing broken  it  in  pieces,  remounted  his  horse 
and  rode  otf,  without  deigning  to  honour  him 
with  any  other  notice. 

The  condition  in  which  they  returned  pro- 
duced intinite  clamour  against  the  conqueror, 
who  was  represented  as  a  ruffian  who  had  lain 
in  ambush  to  make  away  with  his  brother,  in 
whose  defence  the  curate  was  said  to  have  re- 
ceived those  cruel  stripes,  that  hindered  him 
from  appearing  for  three  whole  weeks  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty  at  church. 

Complaints  were  made  to  the  commod  're, 
who,  having  inquired  into  the  circumstan.es 
of  the  affair,  approved  of  what  his  nephew 
had  done  ;  adding,  with  many  oaths,  that, 
provided  Peregrine  had  been  out  of  the  scrape, 
he  wished  Crook-back  had  broke  his  neck  in 
the  fall. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

He  projects  a  plan  of  revenge,  which  is  exe- 
cuted against  the  curate. 

Oi"R  hero,  exasperated  at  the  villauy  of  the 
curate  in  the  treacherous  misrepresentation 
he  had  made  of  this  rencounter,  determined 
to  practise  upon  him  a  method  of  revenge, 
which  should  be  not  only  effectual,  but  also 
unattended  with  any  bad  consequence  to  him- 
self. For  this  purpose  he  and  Hatchway,  to 
whom  he  imparted  his  plan,  went  to  the  ale- 
house one  evening,  and  called  for  an  empty 
'oom,  knowing  there  was  no  other  but  that 
which  they  had  chosen  for  the  scene  ol  action. 
This  apartment  was  a  sort  of  a  parlour,  that 
fronted  the  kitchen,  with  a  window  towards 
the  yard ;  where,  after  they  had  sat  some  time, 
the  lieutenant  found  means  to  amuse  the  land- 
lord in  discourse,  while  Peregrine,  stepping 
out  into  the  yard,  by  the  talent  of  mimicry, 
which  he  possessed  in  a  surprising  degree, 
counterfeited  a  dialogue  between  the  curate 
and  Tunley's  wife.  This  reaching  the  ears 
of  the  publican,  for  whose  hearing  it  was  cal- 
culated, inflamed  his  naturally  jealous  dispo- 
sition to  such  a  degree,  that  he  could  not  con- 
ceal his  emotion,  but  made  an  hundred  efforts 
to  quit  the  royiu  ;  while  the  lieutenant,  smok- 
ing his  pipe  with  great  gravity,  as  if  he  neither 
heard  what  passed,  nor  took  notice  of  the 
landlord's  disordfi.  detained  him  on  the  spot 
br  a  s'iccession  of  qucsti  i  s  which  he  could 


not  refiise  to  answer,  though  he  stood  sweat- 
ing with  agony  all  the  time,  stretching  his  neck 
every  instant  towards  the  window  through 
which  the  voices  were  conveyed,  stratching 
his  head,  and  exhibiting  sundry  other  symp- 
toms of  impatience  and  agitation.  At  length 
the  supposed  conversation  came  to  such  n 
pitch  of  amorous  complaisance,  that  the  hus- 
band,  quite  frantic  with  his  imaginary  dis- 
grace, rushed  out  at  the  door  crying,  "(^omini", 
sir."  But,  as  he  was  obliged  to  make  a  circuit 
round  one  half  of  the  house,  Peregrine  had 
got  in  by  the  window  before  Tunley  arrived 
in  the  yard. 

According  to  the  feigned  intelligence  he 
had  received,  he  ran  directly  to  the  barn,  in 
expectation  of  making  some  very  extraordi- 
nary discovery;  and  having  employed  some 
minutes  in  rummaging  the  straw  to  no  pur- 
pose, returned  in  astate  of  distraction  to  the 
kitchen,  just  as  his  wife  chanced  to  enter  at 
the  other  door.  The  circumstances  of  her 
appearance  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that 
the  deed  was  done.  As  the  disease  of  being 
henpecked  was  epidemic  in  the  parish,  he 
durst  not  express  the  least  hint  of  his  unea- 
siness to  her,  but  resolved  to  take  vengeance 
on  the  libidinous  priest,  who,  he  imagined, 
had  corrupted  the  chastity  of  his  spouse. 

The  two  confederates,  in  order  to  be  cer- 
tified that  their  scheme  had  taken  effect,  as 
well  as  to  blow  up  the  flame  which  they  had 
kindled,  called  for  Tunley,  in  whose  counte- 
nance they  could  easily  discern  his  confusion. 
Peregrine,  desiring  him  to  sit  down  and  drmk 
a  glass  with  tiiem,  began  to  interrogate  him 
about  his  family,  and,  among  other  things, 
asked  him  how  long  he  had  been  married  to 
that  handsome  wife.  This  question,  which 
was  put  with  an  arch  significance  of  look, 
alarmed  the  publican,  who  began  to  fear  that 
Pickle  had  overheard  his  dishonour;  and  this 
suspicion  was  not  at  all  removed,  when  the 
lieutenant,  with  a  sly  regard,  pronounced, 
"Tunley,  wan't  you  noosed  by  the  curate!" 
"  Yes,  I  was,"  replied  the  landlord,  with  an 
eagerness  and  perplexity  of  tone,  as  if  he 
thought  the  lieutenant  knew  that  thereby 
hung  a  tale;  and  Hatchway  supported  this 
suspicion  by  answering, — "  Nay,  as  for  that 
matter,  t  he  curate  may  be  a  very  sufficient  man 
in  his  way."  This  transition  from  his  wife  to 
the  curate,  convinced  him  that  his  shame  was 
known  to  his  guests;  and,  in  the  transport 
of  his  indignation,  he  pronounced  with  great 
emphasis, — "A  sufficient  man  !  odds  heart! 
I  believe  they  are  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing 
I  wish  to  God  I  could  see  the  day,  master, 
when  there  shall  not  be  a  priest,  an  excise- 
man, or  a  custom  house  officer  in  this  king- 
dom. As  for  that  fellow  of  a  curate,  if  I  do 
catch  him — it  don't  signify  talking — but,  by 
the  Lord  ! — gentlemen,  my  service  to  you.'* 
The  associates  being  satisfied,  by  these  ab- 
ruot  insinuations,  that  they  had  so  far  suc- 
crcdcd  in  their  aim.  waited  with  impatienrf 
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two  or  three  days,  in  expectation  of  hearinof 
that  Tunley  had  fallen  upon  some  metiiod  of 
being  revenged  for  this  imaginary  wrong  :  but 
finding  that  either  his  invention  was  too  shal- 
low, or  liis  inclination  too  languid,  to  gratify 
their  desire  of  his  own  accord,  they  deter- 
mined to  bring  the  affair  to  such  a  crisis,  that 
he  should  not  be  able  to  withstand  the  op- 
portunity of  executing  his  vengeance.  With 
this  view  they  one  evening  hired  a  boy  to 
run  to  Atr  Pickle's  house  and  tell  the  curate 
that  Mrs  Tunley,  being  taken  suddenly  ill, 
licr  husband  desired  he  would  come  immedi- 
ately, and  pray  with  her.  Meanwhile  they 
had  taken  possession  of  a  room  in  the  house  ; 
and  Hatchway  engaging  the  landlord  in  con- 
versation. Peregrine,  in  his  return  from  the 
yard,  observed,  as  if  by  accident,  that  the 
parson  was  gone  into  the  kitchen,  in  order, 
as  he  supposed,  to  catechise  Tunley's  wife. 
The  publican  started  at  this  intelligence, 
and,  under  pretence  of  serving  another  com- 
pany in  the  next  room,  went  out  to  a  barn, 
where,  arming  himself  with  a  flail,  he  re- 
paired to  a  lane  through  which  the  curate 
was  under  a  necessity  of  passing  in  his  way 
home.  There  he  lay  in  ambush,  with  fell  in- 
tent ;  and,  when  the  supposed  author  of  his 
shame  arrived,  greeted  him  in  the  dark  with 
such  a  salutation  as  caused  him  to  stagger 
backward  three  paces  at  least.  If  the  second 
application  had  taken  effect,  in  all  probability 
that  spot  would  have  been  the  boundary  of 
the  parson's  mortal  peregrination ;  but,  luckily 
for  him,  his  antagonist  was  not  expert  in  the 
management  of  the  weapon,  which,  by  s 
twist  of  the  thong  that  connected  the  legs, 
instead  of  pitching  upon  the  head  of  the  as- 
tonished curate,  descended  in  an  oblique  di- 
rection on  his  own  pate,  with  such  a  swing, 
that  the  skull  actually  rung  like  an  apothe- 
cary's mortar,  and  ten  thousand  lights  seem- 
ed to  dance  before  his  eyes.  The  curate  re- 
collecting liimself  during  the  respite  he  ob- 
tained from  this  accident,  and  believing  his 
aggressor  to  be  some  thief  who  lurked  in  that 
place  for  prey,  resolved  to  make  a  running 
fight,  until  he  should  arrive  within  cry  of  his 
habitation.  With  this  design  he  raised  up 
his  cudgel  for  the  defence  of  his  head,  and, 
betaking  himself  to  his  heels,  began  to  roar 
for  help  with  the  lungs  of  a  Stentor.  Tun- 
ley, throwing  away  the  f]ail,  which  he  durst 
no  longer  trust  with  the  execution  of  his  re- 
venge, pursued  the  fugitive  with  all  the  speed 
he  could  exert ;  and  tiie  other,  either  unnerv- 
ed by  fear,  or  stumbling  over  a  stone,  was 
overtaken  before  he  had  run  an  hundred  pa- 
css.  He  no  sooner  felt  the  wind  of  the  pub- 
lican's fist  that  whistled  round  his  ears,  than 
he  fell  flat  upon  the  earth  at  full  length,  and 
the  cudgel  flew  from  his  unclasping  hand  ; 
when  Tunley,  springing  like  a  tiger  upon  his 
r>ack,  ramed  such  a  shower  of  blows  upon  his 
rarcase,  that  he  imagined  himself  under  the 
discipline  often  pair  of  fists  at  least ;  yet  the 


imaginary  cuckold,  not  satisfied  with  annoy- 
ing the  priest  in  this  manner,  laid  hold  on 
one  of  his  ears  with  his  teeth,  and  bit  so  un  • 
mercifully,  that  the  curate  was  found  almost 
entranced  with  pain  by  two  labourers,  at 
whose  approach  the  assailant  retreated  un- 
perceived. 

The  lieutenant  had  posted  himself  at  the 
window,  in  order  to  see  the  landlord  at  his 
first  return  ;  and  no  sooner  perceived  him  en- 
ter  the  yard,  than  he  called  him  into  the 
apartment,  impatient  to  learn  the  effects  of 
their  stratagem.  Tunley  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons, and  appeared  before  his  guests  in  all 
the  violence  of  rage,  disorder,  and  fatigue  ; 
his  nostrils  were  dilated  more  than  one  half 
beyond  their  natural  capacity,  his  eyes  roll- 
cd,  his  teeth  chattered,  he  snored  in  breath- 
ing as  if  he  had  been  oppressed  by  the  night- 
mare, and  streams  of  sweat  flowed  down 
each  side  of  his  forehead. 

Peregrine,  affecting  to  start  at  the  ap- 
proach of  such  an  uncouth  figure,  asked  if 
he  had  been  wrestling  with  a  spirit ;  upon 
which  he  answered,  with  great  vehemence, 
— "  Spirit !  no,  no,  master,  I  have  had  a  roll 
and  tumble  with  the  flesh.  A  dog  !  PU  teach 
him  to  come  a-caterwauling  about  my  doors." 
Guessing,  from  this  reply,  that  his  aim  was 
accomplished,  and  curious  to  know  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  rencounter, — "  Well  then," 
said  the  youth,  "  I  hope  you  have  prevailed 
against  the  flesh,  Tunley."  "Yes,  yes," 
answered  the  publican,  "  I  have  cooled  his 
capissens,  as  the  saying  is  ;  I  have  played 
such  a  tune  about  his  ears,  that  PU  be  bound 
he  shan't  long  for  music  this  month.  A  gojit- 
ish  ram-faced  rascal !  Why,  he's  a  perfect 
parish  bull,  as  I  hope  to  live." 

Hatchway,  observing  that  he  seemed  to 
have  made  a  stout  battle,  desired  he  would 
sit  down  and  recover  wind  ;  and,  after  he  had 
swallowed  a  brace  of  bumpers,  his  vanity 
prompted  him  to  expatiate  upon  his  own  ex- 
ploit in  such  a  manner,  that  the  confederates, 
without  seeming  to  know  the  curate  was  his 
antagonist,  became  acquainted  with  every 
circumstance  of  the  ambuscade. 

Tunley  had  scarce  got  the  better  of  his 
agitation,  when  his  wife  entering  the  room, 
told  them,  by  way  of  news,  that  some  wag- 
gish body  had  sent  Mr  Sackbut  the  curate  to 
pray  with  her.  This  name  inflamed  the  hus- 
band's choler  anew ;  and,  forgetting  all  his 
complaisance  fbr  his  spouse,  he  replied  with  a 
rancorous  grin,  "Add  rabbit  him  !  I  doubt  not 
but  you  found  his  admonitions  deadly  com- 
fortable !"  The  landlady,  looking  at  her  vas. 
sal  with  a  sovereign  aspect,  "  What  crotch- 
ets," said  she,  "  have  you  got  in  your  fool's 
head,  I  trow  1  I  know  no  business  you  have 
to  sit  here  like  a  gentleman  with  your  arms 
akimbo,  when  there's  another  company  in 
the  house  to  be  served."  The  subm.issive 
husband  took  the  hint,  and  without  further 
expostulation  sneaked  out  of  the  room. 
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Next  day  it  was  reported  that  Mr  Sack- 
out  had  been  way-laid,  and  ahnost  murdered 
by  robbers,  and  an  advertisment  was  pasted 
upon  the  church-door,  offering  a  reward  to 
any  person  tliat  siiould  discover  the  assassin  ; 
but  he  reaped  no  satisfliction  from  this  ex- 
pedient, and  was  confined  to  liis  chamber 
a  whole  fortnight  by  the  bruises  he  had  re- 
ceived. 


CHAPTER  X-XX. 

Mr  Sackbut  and  his  pupil  conspire  against 
Peregrine,  who  being  apprised  of  their 
desig7i  by  his  sister,  takes  7ncasurrs  for 
counterworking  their  schetne,  lohich  is 
executed  by  mistake  upon  Mr  Gauntlet 
— this  young  soldier  meets  ivilh  a  cordial 
reception  from  the  commodore,  tohc  ge- 
nerously decoys  him  into  his  own  in- 
terest. 

When  he  considered  tlie  circumstances  of 
the  ambuscade,  he  could  not  persuade  Jiim- 
5elf  that  he  had  been  assaulted  by  a  common 
thief,  because  it  was  not  to  bo  supposed  tiiat 
a  robber  would  have  amused  himself  in  pom- 
melling rather  than  in  rifling  his  prey ;  ho 
therefore  ascribed  his  misfortune  to  the  secret 
enmity  of  some  person  who  had  a  design  up- 
on his  life  ;  and,  upon  mature  deliberation, 
.♦ixed  his  suspicion  upon  Peregrine,  who  was 
the  only  man  on  earth  from  whom  he  thought 
he  deserved  such  treatment.  He  communicat- 
ed his  conjecture  to  his  pupil,  who  readily 
adopted  his  opinion,  and  advised  him  stren- 
uously to  revenge  the  wrong  by  a  like  contri- 
vance, without  seeking  to  make  a  narrower 
inquiry,  lest  his  enemy  should  be  thereby  put 
upon  his  guard. 

This  proposal  being  relished,  they  in  con- 
cert revolved  the  means  of  retorting  the  am- 
bush with  interest,  and  actually  laid  such  a 
villanous  plan  ftr  attacking  our  hero  in  the 
dark,  that,  had  it  been  executed  according  to 
their  intention,  the  young  gentleman's  scheme 
of  travelling  would  have  been  effectually 
marred.  But  their  machinations  were  over- 
heard by  Miss  Pickle,  who  was  now  in  the 
seventeeth  year  of  her  age,  and,  in  spite  of 
the  prejudice  of  education,  entertamed 
in  secret  a  most  sisterly  affection  for  her 
brother  Perry,  though  she  had  never  spoke 
to  him,  and  was  deterred  by  the  precepts, 
vigilance,  and  menaces  of  her  mother,  from 
attempting  any  means  of  meeting  him  in 
private.  She  was  not,  however,  insensible 
to  his  praise,  which  was  loudly  sounded  forth 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  never  failed  of  go- 
ing to  church,  and  every  other  place  where  siie 
thought  she  might  have  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing this  amia.  e  brother.  With  these  senti- 
ments it  cannot  be  supposed  that  she  wotild 
hear  the  conspiracy  without  emotion.  She 
n'as  shocked  at  the  treucherons  barbarity  of 
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(Jam,  and  shuddered  at  the  prospect  of  the 
danger  to  which  Peregrine  would  be  exposed 
from  their  malice.  She  durst  not  communi- 
cate this  plot  to  her  mother,  because  sh-.' 
was  afraid  that  lady's  unaccountable  aversion 
for  her  first-born  would  hinder  her  from  in- 
terposing  in  his  behalf,  and  consequcntl/ 
render  her  a  sort  of  accomplice  in  the  guilt 
of  his  assassins.  She  therefore  resolved  to 
warn  Peregrine  of  the  conspiracy,  an  ac- 
count of  which  she  transmitted  to  him  in  an 
affectionate  letter,  by  means  of  a  young  gen- 
tleman in  that  neighbourhood,  who  made  hia 
addresses  to  her  at  that  time,  and  who,  at 
her  request,  offered  his  service  to  our  hero 
in  defeating  the  projects  of  his  adversaries. 

Peregrine  was  startled  when  he  read  the 
particulars  of  their  scheme,  which  was  no 
other  than  an  intention  to  sally  upon  him 
when  he  should  be  altogether  unj)rovidcd 
against  such  an  attack,  cut  oil'  his  ears,  and 
otherwise  mutilate  him  in  such  a  manner, 
that  he  should  have  no  cause  to  be  vain  of 
his  person  for  the  future. 

Incensed  as  he  was  against  the  brutal  dis- 
position of  his  own  lather's  son,  he  could  not 
help  being  moved  at  the  integrity  and  ten- 
derness  of  his  sister,  of  whose  inclination.s 
towards  him  he  had  been  hitherto  kept  in 
ignorance.  He  thanked  the  gentleman  for 
his  honourable  dealing,  and  expressed  a  do- 
sire  of  being  bettor  acquainted  with  his  vir- 
tues ;  told  him,  that,  now  he  was  cautioned, 
he  hoped  there  would  be  no  necessity  for 
giving  him  any  further  trouble  ;  and  wrote 
by  him  a  letter  of  acknowledgment  to  his 
sister,  for  whom  he  expressed  the  utmost 
love  and  regard,  beseeching  her  to  favour 
him  with  an  interview  before  his  departure 
that  he  might  indulge  liis  fraternal  fondness. 
and  be  blessed  with  the  company  and  coun- 
tenance of  one  at  least  belonging  to  his  own 
family. 

Having  imparted  this  discovery  to  his. 
friend  Hatchway,  they  came  to  a  resolution 
of  countermining  the  plan  of  their  enemies.. 
As  they  did  not  chuse  to  expose  thcu>selvep 
to  the  insinuations  of  slander,  which  would 
have  exerted  itself  at  their  expense,  hadthey, 
even  in  defending  t!)emselves,  employed  any 
harsh  means  of  retaliation,  they  invented  a 
method  of  disappointing  and  disgracing  their 
foes,  and  immediately  set  Pipes  at  work  to. 
forward  the  preparations. 

Miss   Pickle    having   described    the   spot 
which  the  assassins   had  pitched   upon   for 
the   scene  of  their  vengeance,  our  triumvi- 
rate intended  to  have  placed  acenlinel  among 
the  corn,  who  should   come  and  give  then'- 
intelligence  when  the   ambuscade  was  Ian*, 
and,  in  consequence  of  that  information,  thc^ 
would  steal  softly  towards  the  place,  attend 
ed  by  three   or   four  of  the  domestics,   and 
draw  a  large  net  over  the  conspirntors,  who, 
being  entangled  in  the  toil,  should  be   dis 
armed,  fettered,  heartily  scouro-ed,  and  sua- 
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pended  between  two  trees  in  the  snare,  as  a 
bpectacle  to  all  passengers  thatshould  chance 
lO  travel  that  way. 

The  plan  being  thus  digested,  and  the 
commodore  made  acquainted  with  the  whole 
affair,  the  spy  was  sent  upon  duty,  and  every 
body  within  doois  prepared  to  go  forth  upon 
the  first  notice.  One  whole  evening  did 
they  spend  in  the  most  impatient  sxpectation  ; 
but,  on  the  second,  the  scout  crept  into  the 
garrison,  and  assured  them,  that  he  had  per- 
ceived three  men  skulking  behind  the  hedge, 
on  the  road  that  led  to  the  public  house, 
from  which  Peregrine  and  the  lieutenant 
used  every  night  to  return  about  that  hour. 
Upon  this  intelligence,  the  confederates  set 
out  immediately,  with  all  their  implements. 
Approaching  the  scene  with  as  little  noise  as 
possible,  they  heard  the  sound  of  blov/s:  ami 
though  the  night  was  dark,  perceived  a  sort 
of  tumultuous  conflict  on  the  very  spot  which 
the  conspirators  had  possessed.  Surprised 
at  this  occurrence,  the  meaning  of  which  he 
could  not  comprehend.  Peregrine  ordered  his 
myrmidons  to  halt  and  reconnoitre  ;  and  im- 
mediately his  ears  were  saluted  with  an  ex- 
clamation of,  "  You  shan't  'scape  me,  rascal." 
The  voice  being  quite  familiar  to  him,  he  all 
at  once  divined  the  cause  of  that  confusion 
which  they  had  observed:  and  running  up  to 
the  assistance  oftheexclaimer,  found  a  fellow 
on  his  knees  begging  his  life  of  Mr  Gaunt- 
let, who  stood  over  him  with  a  naked  hanger 
in  his  hand. 

Pickle  instantly  made  himself  known  to 
his  friend,  who  told  him,  that,  havingleflhis 
horse  at  Tunley's,  he  was,  in  his  way  to  the 
garrison,  set  upon  by  three  ruffians,  one  of 
whom  being  the  very  individual  person  now 
in  his  power,  had  come  beliind  him,  and 
struck  with  a  bludgeon  at  his  head,  which, 
however,  he  missed,  and  the  instrument  de- 
KC(-nded  on  his  left  shoulder ;  that,  upon 
drawing  his  hanger,  and  laying  about  him  in 
the  dark,  the  other  two  fled,  leaving  their 
companion,  whom  he  had  disabled,  in  the 
lurch. 

Peregrine  congratulated  him  upon  his 
safety,  and  having  ordered  Pipes  to  secure 
the  prisoner,  conducted  Mr  Gauntlet  to  the 
garrison,  where  he  met  with  a  very  hearty 
reception  from  the  commodore,  to  whom  he 
was  introduced  as  his  nephew's  intimate 
friend:  not  but  that,  in  all  likelihood,  he  would 
Iiavc  abated  somewhat  of  his  hospitality,  had 
he  known  that  he  was  the  brother  of  Perry's 
■tnislress;  but  her  name  the  old  gentleman 
had  never  thought  of  asking,  when  lie  in- 
fjuircd  into  the  particulars  of  his  godson's 
•ftiiioar. 

The  captive  being  examined,  in  presence 
of  Trunnion  and  all  his  adherents,  touching 
the  ambuscade,  owned,  that,  being  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Gam  Pickle,  he  had  been  prevailed 
iipon,  by  the  solicitations  of  his  master  and 
the  curate,  to  accompany  them  in  their  ex- 


pedition, and  undertake  the  part  which  ha 
had  acted  against  the  stranger,  whom  ho  and 
his  employers  mistook  for  Peregrine.  In 
consideration  of  this  frank  acknowledgment, 
and  a  severe  wound  he  had  received  in  hia 
riglit  arm,  they  resolved  to  inflict  no  other 
punishment  on  this  malefactor,  than  to  de- 
tain him  all  night  in  the  garrison,  and  next 
morning  carry  him  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  to  whom  he  repeated  all  that  he  had 
said  over  night,  and,  with  his  own  hand  sub- 
scribed  his  confession,  copies  of  which  were 
handed  about  the  neighbourhood,  to  the  un- 
speakable confusion,  iud  disgrace  of  the  cu- 
rate and  his  promising  pupil. 

Meanwhile  Trunnion  treated  the  young 
soldier  with  uncommon  marks  of  respect, 
being  prepossessed  in  his  favour  by  this  adven- 
ture, which  he  Jiad  so  gallantly  achieved,  as 
well  as  by  the  encomiums  that  Peregrine  be- 
stowed upon  his  valour  and  generosity.  He 
liked  his  countenance,  which  was  bold  and 
hardy?  admired  his  Herculean  limbs,  and  do- 
lighted  in  asking  questions  concerning  the 
sen'ice  he  had  seen. 

The  day  after  his  arrival,  while  the  conver- 
sation  turned  on  this  last  subject,  the  com- 
modore, taking  the  pipe  out  of  his  mouth, — 
"PU  tell  you  what  brother,"  said  he,  "five-and- 
forty  years  ago,  when  I  was  third  lieutenant 
of  the  Warwick  man  of  war,  there  was  a  very 
stout  young  fellow  on  board,  a  subaltern  offi- 
cer of  marin':!s ;  his  name  was  not  unlike  your 
own,  d'ye  see,  being  Guntlet,  with  a  G.  1 
remember  he  and  I  could  not  abide  one  ano- 
tlier  at  first,  because,  d'ye  see,  I  was  a  sailoi 
and  he  a  landman,  til!  we  fell  in  with  a  French- 
man, whom  we  engaged  for  eight  glasses, 
and  at  length  boarded  and  took.  I  was  the 
first  man  that  stood  on  the  enemy's  deck, 
and  I  should  have  come  scurvily  off,  d'ye  see, 
if  Guntlet  had  not  jumped  to  my  assistance: 
but  we  soon  cleared  ship,  and  drove  thoin  to 
close  quarters,  so  that  they  were  obliged  to 
strike  ;  and  from  that  day  Guntlet  and  I  were 
sworn  brothers  as  long  as  he  remained  on 
board.  He  was  exchanged  into  a  marching 
regiment,  and  what  became  of  him  afterwards, 
Lord  in  heaven  knows  ;  but  this  PU  say  of 
him,  whether  he  be  dead  or  alive,  i.c  feared 
no  man  that  ever  wore  a  head,  and  was, 
moreover,  a  very  hearty  messmate." 

The  stranger's  breast  glowed  at  this  eulo 
gium,  which  was  no  sooner  pronounced,  than 
he  eagerly  asked  if  the  French  ship  was  not 
the  Diligence?  the  commodore  replied  with 
a  stare,  "  the  very  same,  my  lad."  "  Then," 
said  Gauntlet,  "the  person  of  whom  you  arc 
pleased  to  make  such  honourable  mention 
was  my  own  father."  "  The  devil  he  was  !  '■ 
cried  Trunu'on,  shaking  him  by  the  hand,  "  1 
am  rejoiced  to  see  a  son  of  Ned  Guntlet  ir 
my  house." 

This  discovery  produced  a  thousand  ques 
tions,  in  the  course  of  which  the  old  gentleman 
learnt  the  situation  of  his   friend's   family 
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and  discharircd  innumerable  execrations  upon 
ihe  ingratitude  and  injustice  of  the  ministry, 
wliicii  had  failed  to  jjrovide  for  the  son  of 
such  a  hravc  soldier.  Nor  was  his  friendship 
confined  to  such  incfTecfual  expressions  ;  he 
.hat  same  evening  sijjnificd  to  Peregrine  a 
desire  of  doing  something  for  liis  friend. 
This  inclination  was  so  much  praised,  en- 
couraged,  and  promoted  by  his  godson,  and 
even  supported  by  his  counsellor  Hatchway, 
that  our  hero  was  empowered  to  present  him 
with  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  purchase  a 
commission. 

Though  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable 
to  Pickle  than  this  permission,  he  was  afraid 
that  Godfrey's  scrupulous  disposition  would 
hinder  him  from  subjecting  himself  to  any 
such  obligation;  and  therefore  proposed  tiiat 
he  should  be  decoyed  into  his  own  interest  by 
a  feigned  story,  in  consequence  of  which  he 
would  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  the 
money,  as  a  debt  which  the  commodore  had 
contracted  of  his  father  at  sea.  Trunnion 
made  wry  faces  at  this  expedient,  the  neces- 
sity of  which  he  could  not  conceive,  without 
calling  in  question  the  common  sense  of 
Gauntlet,  as  he  took  it  for  granted  that  such 
offers  as  those  were  not  to  be  rejected  on  any 
consideration  whatever.  Besides,  he  could 
not  digest  an  artifice,  by  which  he  himself 
must  own  that  he  had  lived  so  many  years, 
without  manifesting  tiie  least  intention  of 
doing  justice  to  his  creditor.  All  these  object- 
ions, however,  were  removed  by  the  zeal  and 
rhetoric  of  Peregrine,  who  rci)resented  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  befriend  him  on  any 
other  terms  ;  that  his  silence  hitherto  would 
be  imputed  to  his  want  of  information,  touch- 
ing the  circumstances  and  condition  of  his 
friend  ;  and  that  his  remembering  and  insist- 
ing upon  discharging  the  obligation,  after 
such  an  interval  of  time,  when  the  whole 
affair  was  in  oblivion,  would  be  the  greatest 
compliment  he  could  pay  to  his  own  honour 
and  integrity. 

Thus  persuaded,  he  took  an  opportunity  of 
Gauntlet's  being  alone  with  him  to  broach 
the  affair,  telling  the  young  man,  that  his 
father  had  advanced  a  sum  of  money  for  him 
when  they  sailed  together,  on  account  of  the 
mess,  as  well  as  to  stop  the  mouth  of  a  clam- 
orous creditor  at  Portsmouth ;  and  that  the 
said  sum,  with  interest,  amounted  to  about 
four  hundred  pounds,  which  ho  would  now, 
with  great  thankfulness,  repay. 

Godfrey  was  amazed  at  this  declaration, 
and,  after  a  considerable  pause,  replied,  that 
lie  haJ  never  heard  his  parents  mention  any 
Buch  debt ;  that  no  memorandum  or  voucher 
of  it  was  found  among  his  father's  papers  ; 
and  that,  in  all  probability,  it  must  have  been 
discharged  longago,  although  the  commodore, 
in  puch  a  long  course  of  time,  and  hurry  of 
occupation,  might  have  forgot  the  repayment; 
he  tliereforc  desired  to  be  excused  from  ac- 
cepting what,  in  his  own  conscience,  he  be- 
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lieved  was  not  his  due  ;  and  complimented 
the  old  gentleman  upon  his  being  so  scru- 
pulously just  and  honourable. 

Tlie  soldier's  refusal,  which  was  matter  of 
astonishment  to  Trunnion,  increased  his  in- 
clination  to  assist  him  ;  and,  on  pretence  of 
acquitting  his  own  character,  he  urged  hla 
bcncticence  with  such  obstinacy,  that  Gaunt- 
let, afraid  of  disobliging  him,  was  in  a  manner 
compelled  to  receive  a  draft  for  the  money, 
for  which  he  subscribed  an  ample  discharge, 
and  immediately  transmitted  the  order  to  hia 
mother,  whom,  at  the  same  time,  he  inform- 
ed of  the  circumstances  by  which  they  had 
so  unexpectedly  gained  this  accession  of 
fortune. 

Such  a  piece  of  news  could  not  fail  of 
being  agreeable  to  Mrs  Gauntlet,  who,  by 
the  first  post,  wrote  a  polite  letter  of  acknow- 
ledgment to  the  commodore,  another  to  her 
own  son,  importing,  that  she  had  already 
sent  the  drafl  to  a  friend  in  London,  with 
directions  to  deposit  it  in  the  hands  of  a 
certain  banker,  for  the  purchase  of  the  first 
ensigncy  to  be  sold  ;  and  she  took  the  liberty 
of  sending  a  third  to  Peregrine,  couched  in 
very  affectionate  terms,  with  a  kind  post- 
script, signed  by  Miss  Sophy  and  his  charm- 
ing Emilia. 

This  affair  being  transacted  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned,  ])reparations  were 
set  on  foot  for  the  departure  of  our  hero,  on 
whom  his  uncle  settled  an  annuity  of  eight 
iuindred  pounds,  being  little  loss  than  one 
half  of  his  whole  income.  By  this  time, 
indeed,  the  old  gentleman  could  easily  afford 
to  alienate  such  a  part  of  his  fortune,  because 
he  entertained  little  or  no  company,  kept  few 
servants,  and  was  remarkably  plain  and  frugal 
in  his  house-keeping;  Mrs  Trunnion  being 
now  some  years  on  the  wrong  side  of  fifty, 
her  infirmities  began  to  increase  ;  and  though 
her  pride  had  suffered  no  diminution,  her 
vanity  was  altogether  subdued  by  iier  avarice. 

A  Swiss  valet  de  chambre,  who  had  already 
made  the  tour  of  Europe,  was  hired  for  the 
care  of  Peregrine's  own  person.  Pipes  being 
ignorant  of  the  French  language,  as  well  as 
otherwise  unfit  for  the  ofBce  of  a  fashionable 
attendant,  it  was  resolved  that  he  should 
remain  in  garrison;  and  his  place  was  im- 
mediately supplied  by  a  Parisian  lacquey  en- 
gaged at  London  for  that  purpose.  Pipes 
did  not  seem  to  relish  this  disposition  of 
things  ;  and  though  he  made  no  verbal  ob- 
jections to  it,  looked  remarkably  sour  at  hia 
successor  upon  his  first  arrival ;  but  thig 
sullen  fit  seemed  gradually  to  wear  off;  and 
long  before  his  master's  departure  he  had 
resumed  his  former  tranquillilyand  unconcern 
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which  they  are  involved  in  a  ludicrous 
circumstance  of  distress,  and  afterwards 
take  vengea7ice  on  the  author  of  their 
mishap. 

Meanwhile  our  liero  and  his  new  friend, 
toorethor  witli  honest  Jack  Hatchway,  made 
daily  excursions  into  the  country,  visited  the 
gentlemen  in  the  neifrhbourhood,  and  fre- 
quently accompanied  thein  to  the  chase  ;  all 
.hree  being  exceedingly  caressed  on  account 
of  their  talents,  which  could  accommodate 
themselves  with  great  facility  to  the  tempers 
and  turns  of  their  entertainers.  The  lieu- 
tenant was  a  droll  in  his  way.  Peregrine  pos- 
sessed a  great  fund  of  sprightliness  and  good 
humour,  and  Godfrey,  among  his  other  quali- 
Scations  already  recited,  sung  a  most  excel- 
.ent  song  ;  so  that  the  company  of  this  tri- 
mnvirate  was  courted  in  all  parties,  whether 
male  or  fen)ale ;  and  if  the  hearts  of  our 
young  gentlemen  had  not  been  pre-engaged, 
they  would  have  met  with  opportunities  in 
abundance  of  displaying  their  address  in  the 
art  of  love  :  not  but  that  they  gave  loose  to 
their  gallantry  without  much  interesting  their 
affections,  and  amused  themselves  w4th  little 
intrigues,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  a  man  of 
pleasure,  do  not  affect  his  fidelity  to  the 
acknowledged  sovereign  of  his  soul. 

In  the  midst  of  these  amusements,  our 
horo  received  an  intimation  from  his  sister, 
that  she  should  be  overjoyed  to  meet  him 
tiexr  day,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at 
the  house  of  her  nurse,  who  lived  in  a  cot- 
tage hard  by  her  father's  habitation,  she 
being  debarred  from  all  opportunity  of  seeing 
him  in  any  other  place  by  the  severity  of  her 
mother,  who  suspected  her  inclination. 

He  accordingly  obeyed  the  summons,  and 
went  at  the  time  appointed  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  where  he  met  this  affectionate 
young  lady,  who,  when  he  entered  the  room, 
ran  towards  him  with  all  the  eagerness  of 
transport,  flung  her  arms  about  his  neck, 
and  shed  a  flood  of  tears  in  his  bosom  before 
she  could  utter  one  word,  except  a  repeti- 
tion of  "my  dear,  dear  brother."  He  era- 
braced  her  v/ith  all  the  piety  of  fraternal 
tenderness,  wept  over  her  in  his  turn,  assured 
her  that  this  was  one  of  the  happiest  moments 
of  his  life,  and  kindly  thanked  her  for  having 
resisted  the  example  and  disobeyed  the  in- 
jimctions  of  liis  mother's  unnatural  aversion. 

fie  was  ravished  to  find  by  her  conversa- 
tion, that  she  possessed  a  great  share  of 
eensibility  and  prudent  reflection;  for  she 
'ainented  the  infatuation  of  her  parents  with 
the  most  filial  regret,  and  expressed  such 
abiiorrence  and  concern  at  the  villanons 
disposition  of  her  younger  brother,  as  a  hu- 
mane sister  may  be  supposed  to  have  enter- 
tained. He  made  her  acquainted  with  all 
the  circumstances  of  his  own  fortune;  and, 
as  he  supposed  she  spent  her  time  very  dis- 
igreeably  at  liomC;  among  characters  which 


must  be  shockingly  distressing,  professed  a 
desire  of  removing  her  into  some  other 
sphere,  where  she  could  live  with  more  tran- 
quiliitj'  and  satisfaction. 

She  objected  to  this  proposal,  as  an  expe- 
dient that  would  infallibly  subject  her  to  the 
implacable  resentment  of  her  mother,  whose 
favour  and  affection  she  at  present  enjoyed 
but  in  .a  very  inconsiderable  degree ;  and 
they  had  canvassed  divers  schemes  of  cor. 
responding  for  the  future,  when  the  voice  of 
Mrs  Pickle  was  heard  at  the  door. 

Miss  Julia  (that  was  the  young  lady's 
name)  finding  herself  betrayed,  was  seized 
with  a  violent  agitation  of  fear,  and  Pei'egrine 
scarce  had  time  to  encourage  her  with  a 
promise  of  protection,  before  the  door  of  the 
apartment  being  flung  open,  this  irreconcilable 
parent  rushed  in,  and,  with  a  furious  aspect, 
flew  directly  at  her  trembling  daughter,  when 
the  son  interposing,  received  the  first  dis- 
charge of  her  fury. 

Her  eyes  gleamed  with  all  the  rage  of 
indignation,  which  choked  up  her  utterance, 
and  seemed  to  convulse  her  whole  frame : 
she  twisted  her  lefl  hand  in  his  hair,  and 
with  the  other  buffetted  him  about  the  face 
till  the  blood  gushed  from  his  nostrils  and 
mouth  ;  while  he  defended  his  sister  from 
the  cruelty  of  Gam,  who  assaulted  her  from 
another  quarter,  seeing  his  brother  engaged 
This  attack  lasted  several  minutes  with 
great  violence,  till  at  length  Peregrine,  find- 
ing himself  in  danger  of  being  overpowered, 
if  he  should  remain  any  longer  on  the  defen- 
sive, laid  his  brother  on  his  back  ;  then  he 
disentangled  his  mother's  hand  from  his 
own  hair,  and,  having  pushed  her  gently  out 
of  the  room,  bolted  the  door  on  the  inside  ; 
finally,  turning  to  Gam,  he  threw  him  out  at 
the  window,  among  a  parcel  of  hogs  that 
fed  under  it.  By  this  time  Julia  was  almost 
quite  distracted  with  terror ;  she  knew  she 
had  offended  beyond  all  hope  of  forgiveness, 
and  from  that  moment  considered  herself  as 
an  exile  from  her  father's  house.  In  vain 
did  her  brother  strive  to  console  her  with 
fresh  protestations  of  love  and  protection  , 
she  counted  herself  extremely  miserable  in 
being  obliged  to  endure  the  eternal  resentment 
of  a  parent  with  whom  she  had  hitherto  lived, 
and  dreaded  the  censure  of  the  world,  which, 
from  her  mother's  misrepresentation,  shf- 
was  sensible  would  condemn  her  unheard. 
That  she  might  not,  however,  neglect  any 
means  in  her  power  of  averting  this  storm, 
she  resolved  to  appease,  if  possible,  her 
mother's  wrath  with  humiliation,  and  even 
appeal  to  the  influence  of  her  father,  weak 
as  it  was,  before  she  would  despair  of  b<^i<ic 
forgiven.  But  the  good  lady  spared  her  tliie 
uimeccssary  application,  by  telling  her, 
through  the  key-hole,  that  she  must  nevei 
expect  to  come  within  her  father's  doot 
again;  for  from  that  hour  she  renounced  h^» 
as  unworthy  of  her  affocticn  and   regard 
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liilia,  wcepinjjbitterly,  endeavoured  to  sot'ten 
ihe  rigour  of  tliis  sentence,  by  the  most 
submissive  and  reasonable  remonstrances  ; 
but  as  in  her  vindication  she  of  necessity 
espoused  licr  elder  brother's  cause,  her 
endeavours,  instead  of  soothing,  served  only 
to  exasperate  her  mother  to  an  higher  pitch 
(if  indignation,  which  discharged  itself  in 
invectives  against  Peregrine,  wliom  she  re- 
iiicd  with  the  epithets  of  a  worthless,  aban- 
doned reprobate. 

The  youth,  hearing  these  unjust  asper- 
sions, trembled  with  resentment  through 
every  limb,  assuring  the  upbraider  tiiat  he 
considered  her  an  object  of  compassion ; 
'for,  without  all  doubt,"  said  he  "your  dia- 
bolical rancour  must  be  severely  punished 
by  the  thorns  of  your  own  conscience,  which 
this  very  instant  taxes  you  with  the  malice 
and  falsehood  of  your  reproaches.  As 
for  my  sister,  I  bless  God  that  you  have  not 
been  able  to  infect  her  with  your  unnatural 
prejudice ,  which,  because  she  is  too  just, 
too  virtuous,  too  humane  to  imbibe,  you 
reject  her  as  an  alien  to  your  blood,  and 
turn  her  out  unprovided  into  a  barbarous 
world.  But  even  there  your  vicious  purpose 
phall  be  defeated ;  that  same  Providence 
that  screened  me  from  the  cruelty  of  your 
hate  shall  extend  its  protection  to  her,  until 
I  shall  find  it  convenient  to  assert  by  law 
that  right  of  maintenance  which  nature,  it 
eeems,  hath  bestowed  upon  us  in  vain.  In 
the  mean  time  you  v.-iU  enjoy  the  satisfaction 
of  paying  an  undivided  attention  to  that 
darling  son,  wiiose  amiable  qualities  have  so 
long  engaged  and  engrossed  your  love  and 
esteem." 

This  freedom  of  expostulation  exalted  his 
mother's  ire  to  mere  frenzy  :  she  cursed  him 
with  the  bitterest  imprecations,  and  raved 
like  a  bedlamite  at  the  door,  which  she  at- 
tempted to  burst  open.  Her  efforts  were 
seconded  by  her  favourite  son,  who  denounc- 
ed vengeance  against  Peregrine,  made  furious 
assaults  against  the  lock,  which  resisted  all 
their  applications,  until  our  licro,  espying 
his  friends  Gauntlet  and  Pipes  stepping  over 
a  stile  that  stood  about  a  furlong  from  the 
window,  called  them  to  his  assistance  ;  giv- 
ing them  to  understand  how  he  was  besieg- 
ed, he  desired  they  would  keep  off  his 
mother,  that  he  might  the  more  easily  secure 
ilia  sister  Julia's  retreat.  The  young  soldier 
eniercd  accordingly,  and  posting  himself 
between  Mrs  Pickle  and  the  door,  gave  the 
signal  to  his  friend,  who,  lifting  up  his  sister 
•n  his  arms,  carried  her  safe  without  the 
clu'.chcs  of  this  she  dragon,  while  Pipes, 
"ith  his  cudgel,  kept  young  master  at  bay. 

The  mother  being  thus  deprived  of  her 
^rev,  sprung  upon  Gauntlet  like  a  lioness 
robbed  of  her  whelps  ;  and  he  must  have 
Buffered  sorely  in  tlie  flesh,  had  he  not  pre- 
vented her  mischievous  intent  by  seizing 
both  her  wrists,  and  so   keeping  her  at  due 


distance.  In  alleinpting  to  disengage  hersell 
from  his  grasj),  she  struggled  with  such 
exertion,  and  suffered  such  agony  of  passioii 
at  the  same  time,  tliat  she  actually  fell  intt» 
a  severe  fit,  during  wiiich  she  was  put  to 
bod,  and  the  confederates  retired  without 
further  molestation. 

In  the  mean  time.  Peregrine  was  not  a 
little  perplexed  about  the  disposal  of  jiis 
sister,  wlioin  ho  had  rescued.  He  could  not 
endure  the  thoughts  of  saddling  the  commo- 
dore with  a  new  expense  ;  and  ho  was  afraid 
of  undertaking  the  charge  of  Julia,  withoiil 
his  bonefcictor's  advice  and  direction  ;  foi 
the  present,  however,  lie  carried  her  to  the 
house  of  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood, 
whose  lady  was  her  godmother,  where  she 
was  received  with  great  tenderness  and 
condolence :  and  he  proposed  to  inquire  for 
some  creditable  house  where  she  might  be 
genteelly  boarded  in  his  absence,  resolving 
to  maintain  her  from  the  savings  of  his  own 
allowance,  which  he  thought  might  very  well 
bear  such  deduction.  But  this  intention 
was  fru.'-.t rated  by  the  publication  of  tlie 
whole  affair,  which  was  divulged  next  day, 
and  soon  reached  the  ears  of  Trunnion,  who 
chid  his  godson  for  having  concealed  the 
adventure  ;  and,  with  the  approbation  of  his 
wife,  ordered  him  to  bring  Julia  forthwith  to 
the  garrison.  The  young  gentleman,  with 
tears  of  gratitude  in  his  eyes,  explained  hia 
design  of  maintaining  her  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, and  earnestly  begged  that  he  might 
not  be  deprived  of  that  satisfaction.  But 
his  uncle  was  deaf  to  all  his  entreaties,  and 
insisted  upon  her  living  in  the  garrison, 
though  for  no  otherreason  than  that  of  being 
company  to  her  aunt,  who,  he  observed, 
was  lost  for  want  of  conversation. 

Julia  was  accordingly  brought  home,  and 
settled  under  the  tuition  of  Mrs  Trunnion, 
who,  whatever  face  slie  might  put  on  the 
matter,  could  have  dispensed  with  the  society 
of  her  niece  ;  though  she  was  not  without 
hope  of  gratifying  her  pique  to  Mrs  Pickle, 
by  the  intelligence  she  would  receive  from 
the  daughter  of  that  lady's  economy  and  do- 
mestic behaviour.  The  mother  herself  seem- 
ed conscious  of  this  advantage  which  her  sis- 
ter-in-law had  now  gained  over  her,  being 
as  much  chagrined  at  the  news  of  Julia's  re- 
ception in  the  garrison  as  if  she  had  heard 
of  her  own  husband's  death.  She  even  tor- 
tured her  invention  to  propagate  calumnies 
against  the  reputation  of  her  own  dauglit«^r, 
whom  she  slandered  in  all  companies;  she 
exclaimed  against  the  commodore  as  an  old 
ruffian,  who  spirited  up  a  rebellion  amuiij^  her 
children,  and  imputed  the  hospitality  ol  his 
wife,  in  countenancing  them,  to  nothing  r;Isc 
but  her  inveterate  enmity  to  their  mother, 
whom  they  had  disobliged.  She  now  msist- 
ed,  in  the  most  peremptory  terms,  upon  her 
husband's  renouncing  all  commerce  with  the 
old  lad  of  the  castle  and  his  adherents  ;  ana 
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Mr  Gamaliel,  havino-  by  this  time  contracted 
other  friendships,  readily  submitted  to  her 
will,  nay,  even  refusing  to  communicate  with 
the  commodore  one  night,  when  they  hap- 
DPned  to  meet  by  accident  at  the  public  house. 


CHAPTER  XXXIL 

The  X)mmodore  sends  a  challenge  to  Gama- 
liel, and  is  imposed  upon  by  a  waggish 
invention  of  the  lieutenant,  Peregrine, 
and  Gauntlet. 

Thi.s  affront  Trunnion  could  by  no  means  di- 
gest; he  advised  with  the  lieutenant  upon  the 
eubject ;  and  the  result  of  their  consultation 
was  a  defiance,  which  the  old  commander 
sent  to  Pickle,  demanding  that  he  would  meet 
liim  at  such  a  place  on  horseback  with  a  brace 
of  pistols,  and  give  satisfaction  for  the  slight 
he  had  put  upon  him. 

Nothing  could  have  afforded  more  pleasure 
to  Jack  than  the  acceptance  of  this  challenge, 
which  he  delivered  verbally  to  Mr  Gamaliel, 
who  was  called  out  from  the  club  at  Tunley's 
for  that  purpose.  The  nature  of  this  mes- 
sage had  an  instantaneous  effect  upon  the 
constitution  of  the  pacific  Pickle,  whose  bow- 
els yearned  with  apprehension,  and  under- 
went such  violent  agitation  on  the  spot,  that 
one  would  have  thought  the  operation  pro- 
ceeded from  some  severe  joke  of  theapothe- 
cani'.  which  he  had  swallowed  in  his  beer. 

The  messenger,  despairing  of  a  satisfac- 
tory answer,  letl  him  in  his  woful  condition  ; 
and,  being  loath  to  lose  any  opportunity  of 
raising  the  laugh  against  the  commodore, 
went  immediately  and  communicated  the 
whole  affair  to  the  young  gentlemen,  entreat- 
ing them,  for  the  love  of  God,  to  concert  some 
means  of  bringing  old  Hannibal  into  the  field. 
The  two  friends  relished  the  proposal,  and, 
after  some  deliberation,  it  was  resolved  that 
Hatchway  should  tell  Trunnion  his  invitation 
was  accepted  by  Gamaliel,  who  would  meet 
him  at  the  place  appointed,  with  his  second, 
to-morrow  in  the  twilight,  because,  if  either 
should  fall,  the  other  would  have  the  better 
chance  for  escaping  in  the  dark  ;  that  God- 
frey should  personate  old  Pickle's  friend,  and 
Peregrine  represent  his  own  father,  while  the 
lieutenant  should  take  care,  in  loading  the 
pistols,  to  keep  out  the  shot,  so  that  no  dam- 
age might  be  done  in  the  rencounter. 

These  circumstances  being  adjusted,  the 
lieutenant  returned  to  his  principal  with  a 
most  thundering  reply  from  his  antagonist, 
whose  courageous  behaviour,  though  it  could 
not  intimidate,  did  not  fail  to  astonish  the 
commodore,  who  ascribed  it  to  the  spirit  of 
his  wife,  which  had  inspired  him.  Trunnion 
that  instant  desired  his  counsellor  to  prepare 
his  cartridge-box,  and  order  the  quietest  horse 
;n  the  stable,  to  be  kept  ready  saddled  for  the 
occasion  :    his  eye  seemed  to  lifrhton    with 


alacrity  and  pleasure  at  tht;  prospect  ofsmeli 
ing  gunpowder  once  more  before  his  death, 
and  when  Jack  advised  him  to  make  his  will, 
in  case  of  accident,  he  rejected  his  counse 
with  disdain,  saying, — "What:  dost  think 
that  Hawser  Trunnion,  who  has  stood  the 
fire  of  so  many  floating  batteries,  runs  any 
risk  from  the  lousy  pops  of  a  landman  ?  thou 
shalt  see,  thou  shait  see  how  I  shall  make  him 
lower  his  topsails."  Next  day  Peregrine 
and  the  soldier  provided  themselves  wit!-, 
horses  at  the  public  house,  from  whence,  at 
the  destined  hour,  they  rode  to  the  field  of 
battle,  each  of  them  being  muffled  in  a  great 
coat,  which,  with  the  dimness  of  the  light, 
effectually  shielded  them  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  one-eyed  commander,  who  having  ta- 
ken horse,  on  pretence  of  enjoying  the  fresh 
air,  soon  appeared  with  Hatchway  in  his 
rear.  When  they  came  within  sight  of  each 
other,  the  seconds  advanced,  in  order  to  di- 
vide the  ground,  and  regulate  the  measures 
of  the  combat :  when  it  was  determined,  by 
mutual  consent,  that  two  pistols  should  be 
discharged  on  each  side,  and  that,  if  neither 
should  prove  decisive,  recourse  must  be  had 
to  the  broad  swords,  in  order  to  ascertain  Ihe 
victory.  These  articles  being  settled,  the 
opponents  rode  forward  to  their  respective 
stations,  when  Peregrine,  cocking  his  pistol, 
and  presenting,  counterfeited  liis  father's 
voice,  bidding  Trunnion  take  care  of  his  re- 
maining eye.  The  commodore  took  his  ad- 
vice, being  unwilling  to  hazard  his  day-light, 
and  very  deliberately  opposed  the  patched 
side  of  his  face  to  the  muzzle  of  his  antago- 
nist's piece,  desiring  him  to  do  his  duty  with- 
out further  jaw.  The  young  man  accord- 
ingly fired,  and  the  distance  being  small,  the 
wad  of  his  pistol  took  place  with  a  smart 
stroke  on  the  forehead  of  Trunnion,  who, 
mistaking  it  for  a  ball,  which  bethought  was 
lodged  in  his  brain,  spurred  up  his  steed  in  a 
state  of  desperation  towards  his  antagonist 
and  holding  his  piece  within  two  yards  of 
his  body,  let  it  off,  without  any  regard  to  the 
laws  of  battle.  Surprised  and  enraged  to  see 
it  had  made  no  impression,  he  hallcoed  in  a 
terrible  tone, — "  O  damn  ye,  you  have  got 
your  netting  stuffed  I  see  ;"  and,  advancing, 
discharged  his  second  pistol  so  near  his  god- 
son's head,  that,  had  he  not  been  defended 
by  his  great  coat,  the  powder  must  have 
scorched  his  face.  Having  thus  thrown  away 
his  fire,  he  remained  at  the  mercy  of  Pere- 
grine, who  clapping  the  piece  he  had  in  re- 
serve to  his  head  commanded  him  to  beg  hi? 
life,  and  ask  pardon  for  his  presumption. 
The  commodore  made  no  reply  to  this  im- 
perious  injunction,  but  dropping  his  pistol, 
and  unsheathing  his  broad  sword  in  an  in. 
stant,  attacked  our  hero  with  such  inci edible 
agility,  that,  if  he  had  not  made  shift  to  ward 
off  the  stroke  with  his  piece,  tlie  adventure 
in  all  likelihood,  would  have  turned  out  s 
■  tragical  joke.     Peregrine  finding  / .  would  b« 
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in  vain  for  liim  to  think  of  drawing  his  wea- 
pon, or  standing  on  the  defensive  against 
this  furious  aggressor,  very  fairly  clapped 
spurs  to  his  nag,  and  sought  liis  safety  in 
flight.  Trunnion  pursued  him  with  infinite 
eagerness,  and  his  steed  being  the  better  of 
the  two,  would  iiavc  overtaken  tlie  fugitive 
to  his  peril,  liad  lie  not  been  unfortunately 
encountered  by  the  boughs  of  a  tree,  that 
happened  to  stand  on  his  blind  side,  and  in- 
commoded him  so  much,  that  lie  was  fain  to 
quit  liis  sword,  and  lay  liold  on  the  mane,  in 
order  to  maintain  his  seat.  Perry  perceiv- 
ing his  disaster,  wheeled  about,  and  now  find- 
ing leisure  to  produce  his  weapon,  returned 
upon  his  disarmed  foe,  brandishing  his  fer- 
rara,  threatening  to  make  him  shorter  by  the 
head,  if  he  would  not  immediately  crave 
quarter  and  yield.  There  was  nothing  far- 
ther from  the  intention  of  the  old  gentleman 
than  such  submission,  which  he  flatly  refused 
to  pay,  alleging  that  he  had  already  compell- 
ed his  enemy  to  clap  on  all  his  sails,  and 
that  his  own  present  misfortune  was  owing 
to  accident,  all  one  as  if  a  ship  should  be  at- 
tacked, after  she  had  been  obliged  to  heave 
her  gtms  overboard  in  a  storm. 

Before  Peregrine  had  time  to  answer  this 
remonstrance,  the  lieutenant  interposed,  and 
taking  cognizance  of  the  case,  established  a 
truce,  until  he  and  the  other  second  should 
discuss  and  decide  upon  the  merits  of  the 
cause.  They  accordingly  retired  to  a  small 
distance,  and,  after  having  conferred  a  few 
minutes,  Hatchway  returned,  and  pronounced 
the  commodore  vanquished  by  the  chance  of 
war. 

Never  was  rage  more  transported  than 
that  which  took  possession  of  old  Hannibal, 
when  he  heard  the  sentence  :  it  was  some 
time  before  he  could  utter  aught,  except  the 
reproachful  expression,  you  lie .'  which  he  re- 
peated more  than  twenty  times  in  a  sort  of 
delirious  insensibility.  When  he  recovered 
the  further  use  of  speech,  he  abused  the  ar- 
bitrators with  such  bitter  invectives,  renoun- 
cing their  sentence,  and  appealing  to  another 
trial,  that  the  confederates  began  to  repent 
of  having  carried  the  joke  so  far;  and  Pere- 
grine, in  order  to  appease  his  choler,  owned 
himself  overcome. 

This  acknowledgment  calmed  the  tumult 
of  his  wrath,  though  he  could  not  for  some 
days  forgive  the  lieutenant;  and  the  two 
young  gentlemen  rode  back  to  Tunley's, 
H'hile  Hatcnw  ay,  taking  the  commodore's 
horse  by' the  bridle,  reconducted  him  to  his 
mansion,  growling  all  the  way  to  Jack  fur 
his  unjust  and  unfriendly  decree;  though  he 
could  not  help  observing,  as  how  he  had 
made  his  words  good,  in  making  his  adversa- 
ry strike  his  topsails  :  "  and  yet,"  said  he, 
"  before  God  !  T  think  the  fellow's  head  is 
made  of  a  v/ool-pack;  for  my  shot  rebounded 
from  his  face  like  a  wad  of  spun-yarn  from 
(he  side  of  a  siiip.     But  if  so  be  that  son  of  a 

tt* 


bitch  of  a  tree  hadn't  come  athwart  my 
weather-bow,  d'ye  see,  PU  bo  damn'd  if  i 
hadn't  snapt  his  main-yard  in  the  t  lings,  and 
mayhap  let  out  his  bulge-water  into  the  bar- 
gain." lie  scerncd  particularly  vain  of  this 
exploit,  which  dwelt  upon  his  imagination, 
and  was  cherished  as  the  child  of  his  old  age; 
for  though  he  could  not  with  decency  rehearse 
it  to  the  young  men  and  his  wife  at  supper, 
he  gave  shrewd  hints  of  his  own  manhood, 
even  at  these  years,  and  attested  Hatchway 
as  a  voucher  for  his  metal;  while  the  trium- 
virate, diverted  by  his  vanity,  enjoyed  in  se- 
crct  the  success  of  their  imposition. 


CHAPTER  XXXHI. 

Peregrine  takes  leave  of  his  aunt  and  sis- 
ter— sets  out  from  the  garrison — parts 
icith  his  micle  and  Hatchway  on  the  road, 
and,  with  his  governor,  arrives  in  safety 
at  Dover. 

Tins,  however,  was  the  last  cfTort  of  inven 
tion  which  they  practised  u])on  him  ;  anc 
every  thing  being  now  prepared  for  the  de- 
parture of  his  godson,  that  hopeful  youth  in 
two  days  took  leave  of  all  his  friends  in  the 
neighbourhood.  He  was  closetted  two 
whole  hours  with  his  aunt,  who  enriched  him 
with  many  pious  advices  ;  recapitulated  all 
the  benefits  which  through  her  means  had 
been  conferred  upon  him  since  his  infancy  ; 
cautioned  him  against  the  temptations  Oi 
lewd  women,  who  bring  many  a  man  to  a 
morsel  of  bread:  'aid  strict  injunctions  upon 
him  to  live  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  and  the 
true  protestant  faith ;  to  eschew  quarrels  and 
contentions  ;  to  treat  Mr  .loiter  with  rever- 
ence and  regard,  and,  above  all  things,  to  ab- 
stain from  the  beastly  sin  of  drunkenness, 
which  exposed  a  man  to  the  scorn  and  con- 
tempt of  his  fellow  creatures,  and,  by  divest- 
ing him  of  reason  and  reflection,  rendered 
him  fit  for  all  manner  of  vice  and  debauch- 
ery. She  recommended  to  him  economy  and 
the  care  of  his  health,  bade  him  remember 
the  honour  of  his  family;  and,  in  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  behaviour,  assured  him, 
that  he  might  always  depend  upon  the  friend- 
ship and  generosity  of  the  commodore.  Fi 
nally,  presenting  him  with  her  own  picture 
set  in  gold,  and  a  hundred  guineas  from  her 
privy  purse,  she  embraced  him  aflcctionate- 
ly,  and  wished  him  all  manner  of  happineea 
and  prosperity. 

Being  thus  kindly  dismissed  by  Mrs  Tnm- 
nion,  he  locked  himself  up  with  his  sister 
Julia,  whom  he  admonished  to  cultivaio  her 
aunt  with  the  most  complaisant  and  respect- 
ful  attention,  without  stooping  to  any  circum- 
stance of  submission  that  she  should  judgt; 
unworthy  of  her  practice  ;  he  protested,  that 
his  chicf^  study  should  be  to  make  her  amends 
for  the  privil'^ge  she  had  forfeited  bv  lie  al 
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"ection  for  him  ;  entreated  her  to  enter  into 
no  engagement  without  his  knowledge  and 
approbation:  put  into  her  hand  the  purse 
which  he  had  received  from  liis  aunt,  to  de- 
tray  her  pocket  expenses  in  his  absence,  and 
parted  from  her  not  without  tears,  after  she 
liad  for  some  minutes  hung  about  his  neck, 
kissing  liiin,  and  weeping  in  the  most  pathe- 
lic  silence. 

Having  performed  these  duties  of  affection 
and  consanguinity  over  night,  he  went  to 
bed,  and  was,  by  liis  own  direction,  called  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  he  found 
ihe  post-chaise,  coach,  and  riding  horses, 
ready  at  the  gate,  his  friends  Gauntlet  and 
Hatchway  on  foot,  the  commodore  himself 
almost  dressed,  and  every  servant  in  the 
garrison  assembled  in  the  yard  to  wish  liim 
a  good  journey.  Our  hero  sliook  each  of 
these  humble  friends  by  the  hand,  tipping 
them  at  the  same  time  with  marks  of  his 
bounty;  and  was  very  much  surprised  when 
he  could  not  perceive  his  old  attendant  Pipes 
among  the  number.  When  he  expressed  his 
wonderat  this  disrespectful  omission  of  Tom, 
some  of  those  present  ran  to  his  chamber,  in 
order  to  give  him  a  call,  but  liis  hammock 
and  room  were  both  deserted,  and  tliey  soon 
returned  with  an  account  of  his  having  elop- 
ed. Peregrine  was  disturbed  at  this  informa- 
tion, believing  that  the  fellow  had  taken  some 
desperate  course  in  consequence  of  his  be- 
ing dismissed  from  his  service,  and  began  to 
wish  that  he  had  indulged  his  inclination,  by 
retaininghim  still  about  his  person.  However, 
as  there  was  now  no  other  remedy,  he  recom- 
mended him  strenuously  to  the  particular  fa- 
vour and  distinction  of  his  uncle  and  Hatch- 
way, in  case  he  should  appear  again  ;  and,  as 
he  went  out  of  the  gate,  was  saluted  with 
three  cheers  by  all  the  domestics  in  the  fami- 
ly. The  commodore.  Gauntlet,  lieutenant. 
Peregrine,  and  Jolter,  went  into  the  coach  to- 
gether, that  they  miglit  enjoy  each  other's 
conversation  as  much  as  possible,  resolved  to 
breakfast  at  an  inn  upon  the  road,  wliere 
Trunnion  and  Hatchway  intended  to  bid  our 
adventurer  farewell ;  the  valet  de  chambre 
got  into  the  post-cliaise,  the  French  lacquey 
rode  one  horse,  and  led  another,  one  of  the 
valets  of  the  garrison  mounted  at  the  back  of 
the  coach,  and  thus  the  cavalcade  set  out  on 
the  road  to  Dover.  As  the  commodore  could 
not  bear  the  fatigue  of  jolting,  they  travelled 
at  an  easy  pace  during  tlie  first  stage,  so  that 
the  old  gentleman  had  an  opportunity  of 
communicating  his  exhortations  to  liis  god- 
son with  regard  to  his  conduct  abroad  ;  he 
advised  him,  now  that  he  was  going  into  fo- 
reign parts,  to  be  upon  his  guard  against  the 
fair  weather  of  tlie  French  politessc,  wiiich 
was  no  more  to  be  trusted  than  a  whirlpool 
at  sea.  He  observed,  that  many  young  men 
had  gone  to  Paris  with  good  cargoes  of  sense, 
and  returned  with  a  great  deal  of  canvas,  and 
".u  ballast  at  all,  whereby  they  became  crank 


all  the  days  of  their  lives,  and  sometimea 
carried  their  keels  above  water.  He  desired 
Mr  Jolter  to  keep  his  pupil  out  of  the  clutch- 
es of  those  sharking  priests,  who  lie  in  wait 
to  make  converts  of  all  young  strangers; 
and,  in  a  particular  manner,  cautioned  the 
youth  against  carnal  conversation  with  the 
Parisian  dames,  wlio,  he  understood,  were 
no  better  than  gaudy  fire-ships,  ready  primed 
with  death  and  destruction. 

Peregrine  listened  with  great  respect, 
thanking  him  for  his  kind  admonitions,  which 
he  faithfully  promised  to  observe.  They 
halted  and  breakfasted  at  the  end  of  the 
stage,  where  Jolter  provided  himself  with  a 
horse,  and  the  commodore  settled  the  method  , 
of  corresponding  with  his  nephev/.  The 
minute  of  parting  being  arrived,  the  old  com- 
mander wrung  his  godson  by  the  hand,  say- 
ing,— "  I  wish  thee  a  prosperous  voyage  and 
good  cheer,  my  lad ;  my  timbers  are  now  a 
little  crazy,  d'ye  see;  and  God  knows  if  1 
shall  keep  afloat  till  such  a  time  as  I  see 
thee  again  ;  but,  howsomever,  hap  what  will, 
thou  wilt  find  thyself  in  a  condition  to  keep 
in  tlie  line  with  the  best  of  thy  fellov.-s." 
He  then  reminded  Gauntlet  of  his  promise 
to  call  at  the  garrison  in  his  return  from  Do- 
ver, and  imparted  something  in  a  whisper  to 
the  governor,  while  Jack  Platchway,  unable 
to  speak,  pulled  his  hat  over  his  eyes,  and 
squeezing  Peregrme  by  the  hand,  gave  him 
an  iron  pistol  of  curious  workmanship,  as  a 
memorial  of  his  friendship.  Our  youth,  who 
was  not  unmoved  on  this  occasion,  received 
the  pledge,  which  he  acknowledged  with  the 
present  of  a  silver  tobacco-box,  bouglit  foi 
that  purpose  ;  and  the  two  lads  of  the  castle 
getting  into  the  coach,  were  driven  home 
wards  in  a  state  of  silent  dejection. 

Godfrey  and  Peregrine  seated  themselves 
in  the  post-chaise,  and  Jolter,  the  valet  de 
chambre,  and  lacquey,  bestriding  their  beasts, 
they  proceeded  for  the  place  of  their  destina- 
tion, at  which  they  arrived  in  safety  that 
same  night,  and  bespoke  a  passage  in  the 
packet-boat,  which  was  to  sail  next  day. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

He  adjusts  the  method  of  his  correspondenre 
with  Gauntlet — meets  by  accident  with 
an  Italian  charlatan,  and  a  certain  apoth- 
ecary, who  proves  to  be  a  noted  character 

TiiEUE  the  two  friends  adjusted  the  articles 
of  their  future  correspondence ;  and  Pere- 
grine, having  written  a  letter  to  his  mistres.s, 
wherein  he  renewed  his  former  vows  of  eter- 
nal  fidelity,  it  was  entrusted  to  the  care  of 
her  brother ;  while  Mr  Jolter,  at  the  desire 
of  his  pupil,  provided  an  elegant  supper,  and 
some  excellent  Burgundy,  that  they  mighi 
spend  this  eve  of  his  departure  wilathegreai. 
er  enjoyment. 
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Things  being  thus  disposed,  and  a  servant 
employed  in  laying  the  clotli,  their  cars  were 
of  a  sudden  invaded  by  a  strange  tumultuous 
noise  in  t!io  next  room,  occasioned  by  the 
overthrow  of  tables,  chairs  and  glasses,  with 
udd  unintelligible  exclamations  in  broken 
French,  and  a  jargon  ofthreats  in  the  Welch 
dialect.  Our  young  gcntl»men  ran  immedi- 
ately into  the  a[)artment  from  whence  this 
clamour  seemed  to  proceed,  and  found  a  thin, 
meagre,  swarthy  figure,  gasping  in  all  the  ago- 
ny of  fear,  under  the  hands  of  a  squat,  thick, 
hard-featured  man,  who  collared  him  with 
great  demonstrations  of  wrath,  saying, — "If 
you  was  as  mighty  a  magician  as  Owen  Glen- 
dower,  or  the  witch  of  Entor,  look  you,  ay, 
or  as  Paul  Beor  himself,  I  will  make  pold,  by 
the  assistance  of  Got,  and  in  his  majesty's 
naam,  to  seize  and  secure,  and  confine  and 
confront  you,  until  such  time  as  you  suffer, 
and  endure,  and  undergo  tlie  pains  and  pen- 
aJties  of  the  law,  for  your  diabolical  practices. 
Shentlemens,  (added  he,  turning  to  our  ad- 
venturers), I  take  you  to  witness  that  I  pro- 
test, and  assert,  and  avow,  that  this  person 
is  as  pig  a  necromancer  as  you  would  desire 
to  pehold;  and  I  supplicate  and  peseech  and 
entreat  of  you,  that  he  may  be  prought  pe- 
fore  his  pettcrs,  and  compelled  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  compact  and  commerce  with  the 
imps  of  darkness,  look  you  ;  for  as  I  am  a 
christian  soul,  and  hope  for  joyful  resurrec- 
tion, I  have  this  plessed  evening  seen  him 
perform  such  things  as  could  not  be  done 
without  the  aid  and  instruction  and  conni- 
vance of  the  tevij." 

Gauntlet  seemed  to  enter  into  the  senti- 
ments of  tliis  Welch  reformer,  and  actually 
laid  hold  on  the  delinquent's  shoulder,  crying, 
"Damn  the  rascal!  I'll  lay  any  wager  that 
he's  a  Jesuit,  for  none  of  his  order  travel  with- 
out a  famif  ar.  But  Peregrine,  who  looked 
upon  the  aifair  in  another  point  of  view,  in- 
terposed in  behalf  of  the  stranger,  whom  he 
freed  from  his  aggressors,  observing  that 
there  was  no  occasion  to  use  violence,  and 
asked  in  French  what  he  had  done  to  incur 
the  censure  of  the  informer.  The  poor  for- 
eigner, more  dead  than  alive,  answered  that 
he  was  an  Italian  charlatan,  who  had  prac- 
tised with  some  reputation  in  Padua,  until  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  attract  the  notice  of 
tlie  inquisition,  by  exhibiting  certain  won- 
derful perforinr-nces  by  his  skill  in  natural 
knowledge,  which  that  tribunal  considered 
us  tlie  effects  of  sorcery,  and  persecuted  him 
accordingly ;  fo  that  he  had  been  fain  to  make 
a  precipitate  retreat  into  France,  where  not 
hnding  his  account  in  his  talents,  lie  was  now 
arrived  in  England,  with  a  view  of  practising 
l.'s  art  in  London  ;  and  that,  in  consequence 
of  a  ppcciinon  which  ho  Iiad  given  to  a  com- 
pany below,  the  choleric  gentleman  had  fol- 
lowed )>in)  up  stairs  to  his  own  apartment, 
and  ipsau'.led  him  in  that  inhospitable  man- 
ner. If  a  therefore  earnestly  bcij^od  that  our 
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iiero  would  take  him  under  his  protection  ; 
and  if  he  entertained  the  least  suspicion  of 
his  employing  preternatural  means  in  the 
operations  of  his  art,  he  would  freely  com- 
municate all  the  secrets  in  his  possession. 

The  youth  dispelled  his  apprehension,  by 
assuring  him  that  he  was  in  no  danger  of  suf- 
fering  for  his  art  in  England,  where,  if  ever 
ho  should  to  questioned  by  the  zeal  of  super- 
stitious individuals,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
appeal  to  the  next  justice  of  the  peace,  who 
would  immediately  quit  him  of  the  charge, 
and  punish  his  accusers  for  their  imperii- 
ncncG  and  indiscretion. 

lie  tlien  told  Gauntlet  and  the  Welchman 
that  the  stranger  had  a  good  action  again.st 
them  for  an  assault,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  which  makes  it  criminal  for  any 
person  to  accuse  another  of  sorcery  and 
witchcraft,  these  idle  notions  being  now  just- 
ly exploded  by  all  sensible  men.  Mr  Joltcr, 
who  had  by  this  time  joined  the  company, 
could  not  help  signifying  liis  dissent  from  this 
opinion  of  his  pupil,  which  he  endeavoured  to. 
invalidate  by  the  authority  of  scripture,  quo- 
tations from  the  fathers,  and  the  confessions  of 
wretches  who  suffered  death  for  having  car- 
ried on  correspondence  with  evil  spirits,  to- 
gether with  the  evidence  of  Satan's  Invisible 
World,  and  Morton's  History  of  Witciicraft. 

The  soldier  corroborated  these  testimonies 
by  facts  that  had  happened  within  the  sphere 
of  his  own  knowledge;  and,  in  particular, 
mentioned  the  case  of  an  old  woman  in  the 
parish  in  which  he  was  born,  who  used  to 
transform  herself  into  the  shapes  of  sundry 
animals,  and  was  at  last  killed  by  small  shot 
in  the  character  of  a  hare.  The  Welchman 
thus  supported,  expressed  his  surprise  at 
hearing  that  the  legislature  had  shown  such 
tenderness  for  criminals  of  so  dark  a  hue  ; 
and  offered  to  prove,  by  undeniable  instances, 
that  there  was  not  a  mountain  in  Wales 
which  had  not  been,  in  his  memory,  the  scene 
of  necromancy  and  witchcraft: — "Where- 
fore," said  he,  "  I  am  assuredly  more  than 
apove  astonished,  and  confounded,  and  con- 
cerned, that  the  parliament  of  Great  Pritain 
should,  in  their  great  wisdoms,  and  their 
prudence,  and  their  penetration,  give  coun- 
tenance and  encouragement,  look  you,  to  the 
works  of  darkness  and  the  empire  of  Pelze- 
pup;  ofer  and  apove  the  evidence  of  holy 
writ,  and  those  writers  who  have  been  quot- 
ed  by  that  aggurate  and  learned  shentbman 
we  are  informed  by  profane  history,  of  thf 
pribbles  and  pranks  of  the  old  serpent,  in  the 
bortents  and  oragles  of  antiquity  ;  as  you  will 
find  in  that  most  excellent  historian  Bolypi- 
us,  and  Titus  Lifius;  ay,  and  moreofer  in  the 
Commentaries  of  Julius  Caesar  himself,  who, 
as  the  ole  world  knows,  was  a  most  famous, 
and  a  most  faliant,  and  a  most  wise,  and  a 
most  prudent,  and  a  most  fr)rtunate  chittan, 
and  a  most  renowi  ■jd  orator;  ay,  and  a  motf 
elegant  writer  to  b&ot." 
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Peregrine  did  not  think  proper  to  enter 
the  lists  of  dispute  with  three  such  obstinate 
antagonists;  but  contented  himself  with  say- 
ing, that  he  bcl  ,H'ed  it  would  be  no  diSicult 
matter  to  impugn  the  arguments  they  liad 
advanced,  though  he  did  not  find  himself  at 
all  disposed  to  undertake  tlie  task,  which 
must,  of  course,  break  in  upon  the  evening's 
entertainment.  He  therefore  invited  the  Ital- 
ian to  supper,  and  asked  the  same  favour  of 
his  accuser,  who  seemed  to  have  something 
curious  and  characteristic  in  his  manner  and 
disposition,  resolving  to  make  himself  an  eye- 
witness of  those  surprising  feats  which  had 
given  offence  to  the  choleric  Briton.  This 
scrupulous  gentleman  thanked  our  hero  for 
his  courtesy,  but  declined  communicating 
with  the  stranger,  until  his  character  should 
be  farther  explained ;  upon  which  his  inviter, 
after  some  conversation  with  the  charlatan, 
assured  him  that  he  would  himself  undertake 
for  the  innocence  of  his  art;  and  then  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  favour  them  with  his  com- 
pany. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  Pere- 
grine learnt  that  the  Welchman  was  a  sur- 
geon of  Canterbury,  W'ho  had  been  called  in 
to  a  consultation  at  Dover,  and,  understand- 
ing that  his  name  was  Morgan,  took  the  lib- 
erty of  asking  if  he  was  not  the  person  so  re- 
spectfully mentioned  in  the  Adventures  of 
Roderick  Random.  Mr  Morgan  assumed  a 
look  of  gravity  and  importance  at  this  inter- 
rogation, and,  screwing  up  his  mouth,  an- 
swered, "Mr  Rantum,  my  gootsir,  I  believe 
upon  my  conscience  and  saltation,  is  my  very 
goot  frient  and  well  wisher;  and  ke  and  I 
have  been  companions,  and  messmates,  and 
fellow  suflerers,  look  you  ;  but  nevertheless, 
for  all  that,  peradventuro  he  hath  not  pehav- 
ed  with  so  much  complaisance  and  affability 
and  respect,  as  I  might  have  expected  from 
him;  pecause  he  hath  revealed,  and  tivulged, 
and  published  our  private  allairs,  without  my 
knowledge,  and  privity  and  consent;  but  as 
God  is  my  Saviour,  I  think  he  had  no  evil 
invention  in  his  pelly :  and  though  there  be 
certain  persons,  look  you,  who,  as  I  am  told, 
take  upon  them  to  laugh  at  his  descriptions 
of  my  person,  deportment  and  conversation, 
I  do  affirm,  and  maintain,  and  insist  with  my 
heart,  and  my  ploot,  and  my  soul,  tliat  those 
persons  are  no  petter  than  ignorant  asses, 
ai  d  that  they  know  not  how  to  discern,  and 
distinguish,  and  define  true  ridicule,  or,  as 
Aristotle  calls  it,  tiie  to  gcloion,  no  more, 
look  you,  than  a  herd  of  mountain  eoats  ;  for 
I  will  make  pold  to  observe,  and  I  hope  tliis 
tfoot  company  will  be  of  the  same  opinion, 
that  there  is  nothing  said  of  me  in  that  per- 
formance which  is  unworthy  of  a  christian 
and  a  shentieman." 

Our  young  gentleman  and  his  friends 
ac(juiescod  in  the  justness  of  liis  observation. 
E^eregrinc  particularly  assured  him,  tliat, 
from  reading  the  book,  he  had  conceived  the 


utmost  regard  and  veneration  for  his  charac' 
ter,  and  tliat  he  thougiit  himself  extremely 
fortunate  in  having  this  opportunity  of  en- 
joying his  conversation.  Morgan,  not  a 
little  proud  of  such  advances  from  a  person 
of  Peregrine's  appearance,  returned  the 
compliment  with  a  profusion  of  civility,  and, 
in  the  warmth  of  acknowledgment,  expressed 
a  desire  of  seeing  him  and  his  company  at 
his  house  in  Canterbury.  "  I  will  not  pre- 
tend, or  premise,  kind  Sir,"  said  he,  "  to 
entertain  you  according  to  your  merits  and 
deserts,  but  you  shall  be  as  welcome  to  my 
poor  cottage,  and  my  wife  and  family,  as  the 
prince  of  Wales  himself;  and  it  shall  go 
hard,  if,  one  way  or  other,  I  do  not  find 
ways  and  means  of  making  you  confess  that 
there  is  some  good  fellowship  in  an  ancient 
Priton  :  for  though  I  am  no  petter  than  a 
simple  apothecary,  I  have  as  goot  plood  cir- 
culating  in  my  veins  as  any  he  in  the  country : 
and  I  can  describe,  and  delineate,  and  de- 
monstrate rny  pedigree  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  'ole  'orld ;  and,  moreofer,  by  Got's  goot 
providence  and  assistance,  I  can  afford  to 
treat  my  friend  with  a  joint  of  goot  mutton, 
and  a  pottle  of  excellent  wine  ;  and  no  trades- 
man can  peard  me  v/ith  a  bill."  He  was 
congratulated  on  his  happy  situation,  and 
assured  that  our  youth  would  visit  him  on 
his  return  from  France,  provided  he  should 
take  Canterbury  on  his  route.  As  Peregrine 
manifested  an  inclination  of  being  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  his  affairs,  he  very  com 
plaisantly  satisfied  his  curiosity,  by  giving  hini 
to  know  that  his  spouse  had  left  off  breeding, 
after  having  blessed  him  with  two  boys  and 
a  girl,  who  were  still  alive  and  well;  that  he 
lived  in  good  esteem  w-ith  his  neighbours, 
and  by  his  practice,  which  was  considerably 
extended  immediately  after  the  publication 
of  Roderick  Random,  had  saved  some  thou- 
sand pounds.  He  had  begun  to  think  of  re- 
tiring among  his  own  relations  in  Glamoi 
ganshire,  though  his  wife  made  objections  ti 
this  proposal,  and  opposed  the  execution  of 
it  with  such  obstinacy,  that  he  had  been  at 
infinite  pains  in  asserting  his  own  preroga- 
tive, by  convincing  her,  both  from  reason  and 
example,  that  he  was  king  and  priest  in  his 
own  family,  and  that  siie  owed  the  most  im- 
plicit submission  to  his  will.  IJe  likewise 
informed  the  company,  thai  he  had  lately 
seen  his  friend  Roderick,  who  had  come  frem 
London  on  purpose  to  visit  him,  after  havii;g 
gained  his  law-suit  with  Mr  Topehall,  who 
was  obliged  to  pay  Narcissa's  fortune ;  that 
Mr  Random,  in  all  appearance,  led  a  very 
happy  life  in  the  conversation  of  his  father 
and  bedfellow,  by  whom  he  enjoyed  a  son 
and  daughter;  and  that  Morgan  had  receiv- 
ed, in  a  present  from  him,  a  piece  of  very  fine 
linen  of  his  wife's  own  making,  several  kits 
of  salmon,  and  two  casks  of  pickled  pork,  the 
most  delicate  he  had  ever  tasted,  togethei 
with  a  barrel  of  excellent  herrinjr?'.  for  salina 
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gi.ndy,  which  lie  knew  ♦  :>  be  Jiis  favourite 
dish. 

This  topic  of  convcrsaaon  boinjr  discussed, 
the  Italian  was  desired  to  exhibit  a  speci- 
.'(ler.  of  his  art,  and  in  a  few  minutes  con- 
ducted the  company  into  the  next  room, 
where,  to  their  great  astonishment  and  af- 
fright, they  beheld  a  thousand  serpents  wind- 
ing along  tlie  ceiling.  Morgan,  struck  with 
^hii^  phenomenon,  wliich  he  had  not  seen  be- 
fore, began  to  utter  exorcisms  with  great  de- 
votion, Mr  Jolter  ran  terrified  out  of  the 
room,  Gauntlet  drew  his  hanger,  and  Pere- 
grine himself  was  disconcerted.  The  ope- 
rator perceiving  their  confusion,  desired  thcni 
to  retire,  and  calling  them  back  in  an  instant, 
there  was  not  a  viper  to  be  seen.  lie  raised 
their  admiration  by  sundry  oilier  perform- 
ances, and  the  Welchman's  former  ojiinion 
and  abhorrence  of  his  character  began  to  re- 
cur, when,  in  consideration  of  the  civility 
with  which  he  had  been  treated,  this  Italian 
imparted  to  them  all  the  methods  by  which 
1  e  had  acted  such  wonders,  that  were  no 
otlier  than  the  effects  of  natural  causes  curi- 
ously combined ;  so  that  Morgan  became  a 
convert  to  his  skill,  asked  pardon  for  the 
suspicion  he  had  entertained,  and  invited  the 
stranger  to  pass  a  few  days  with  him  at  Can- 
terbury. 

The  scruples  of  Godfrey  and  Jolter  were 
removed  at  the  same  time,  and  Peregrine 
testified  his  approbation  by  a  handsome  gra- 
tuity which  he  bestowed  upon  their  enter- 
tainer. 

The  evening  being  spent  in  this  sociable 
manner,  every  man  retired  to  his  respective 
chamber ;  and  next  morning  they  breakfast- 
ed together,  when  Morgan  declared  he  would 
stay  till  he  should  see  our  hero  fairly  em- 
barked, that  he  might  have  the  pleasure  of 
Mr  Gauntlet's  company  to  his  own  habita- 
tion :  meanwhile,  by  the  skipper's  advice,  the 
servants  were  ordered  to  carry  a  store  of 
wine  and  provision  on  board,  in  case  of  ac- 
cident; and  as  the  packet-boat  could  not  sail 
oefore  one  o'clock,  the  company  walked  up 
hill  to  visit  the  castle,  where  they  saw  the 
sword  of  Julius  Cffisar,  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's pocket-pistol,  repeated  Shakspeare's 
description,  while  they  surveyed  the  chalky 
cliff's  on  each  side,  and  cast  their  eyes  to- 
wards the  city  of  Calais,  that  was  obscured 
by  a  thick  cloud,  which  did  not  much  regale 
their  eye-sight,  because  it  seemed  to  portend 
foul  weather. 

Havmg  viewed  every  thing  remarkable  in 
this  place,  they  returned  to  the  pier,  where, 
after  the  compliments  of  parting,  and  an  af- 
fectionate embrace  between  the  two  young 
gentlemen.  Peregrine  and  his  governor  step- 
ped aboard,  the  sails  were  hoisted,  and  they 
went  to  sea  with  a  fair  wind,  while  Godfrey, 
Morgan,  and  the  c  )njuror,  walked  back  to  the 
Inn,  from  whence  .hey  set  out  for  Canterbury 
Deforc  dinne\. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

He  embarks  for  France — is  overtaken  by  a 
storm — is  surprised  with  the  appcarauce 
of  I'ipes — liinds  at  Calais,  and  has  an  af- 
fray with  the  officers  of  the  customhouse. 

Scarce  had  the  vessel  proceeded  two  leagues 
on  the  passage,  when  the  wind  shilling,  blew 
directly  in  their  teeth;  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  haul  upon  a  wind,  and  alter  their 
course.  The  sea  running  pretty  high,  at  tlie 
same  time,  our  hero,  who  was  below  in  hie 
cabin,  began  to  be  squeamish,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  skipper's  advice,  went  ujion 
the  deck  for  the  comfort  of  his  stomach  ; 
while  tlic  governor,  experienced  in  these 
disasters,  slipt  into  bed,  where  he  lay  at  his 
ease,  amusing  himself  witli  a  treatise  on  the 
cycloid,  with  algebraical  demonstrations, 
which  never  failed  to  engage  his  imagination 
in  the  most  agreeable  manner. 

In  the  mean  time  the  wind  increased  to  a 
very  hard  gale,  the  vessel  pitched  with  groat 
violence,  the  sea  washed  over  the  decks,  the 
master  was  alarmed,  the  crew  were  confound- 
ed, the  passengers  were  overwhelmed  with 
sickness  and  fear,  and  universal  distraction 
ensued.  In  the  midst  of  this  uproar,  Pere 
grine  holding  fast  to  the  tafTrill,  and  looking 
ruefully  ahead,  tiie  countenance  of  Pipes  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  astonished  view,  rising 
as  it  were  from  the  hold  of  the  ship.  Al 
first  he  iviagined  it  was  a  fear  formed  sha- 
dow of  his  own  brain,  though  he  did  not  re- 
main long  in  his  terror,  but  plainly  perceived 
that  it  was  no  other  than  the  real  person 
of  Thomas,  who,  jumping  or.  the  quarter- 
deck, took  charge  of  the  helm,  and  dictated 
to  tlie  sailors  with  as  much  authority  as  if  he 
had  been  commander  of  the  ship.  The  skip- 
per looked  upon  him  as  an  angel  sent  to  his 
assistance,  and  the  crew  soon  discovering 
him  to  be  a  thorough  bred  seaman,  notwith- 
standing his  livery  frock,  obeyed  his  ordtTs 
with  such  alacrity,  that  in  a  little  time  the 
confusion  vanished,  and  every  necessary  step 
was  taken  to  weather  the  gale. 

Our  young  gentleman  immediately  con- 
ceived the  meaning  of  Tom's  ajipearance  on 
board,  and,  when  the  tumult  was  a  little  sub- 
sided, went  up,  and  encouraged  him  to  exert 
himself  for  the  preservation  of  the  ship,  pro- 
mising to  take  him  again  into  his  service, 
from  which  he  should  never  be  dismissed, 
except  at  his  own  desire.  This  assurance 
had  a  surprising  effect  upon  Pipes,  who, 
though  lie  made  no  manner  of  reply,  thrust 
the  helm  into  the  master's  hand,  saying. 
"  Here,  you  old  bumboat  woman,  take  hold 
of  the  tiller,  and  keep  her  thus,  boy,  thus  ;  " 
and  skipped  about  the  vessel,  trimming  the 
sails,  and  managing  the  ropes  with  such 
agility  and  skill,  that  every  body  on  deck 
stood  amazed  at  his  dexterity. 
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Mr  Jolter  was  far  from  being  unconcerned 
at  the  uncommon  motion  of  the  vessel,  the 
Hinging  of  the  wind,  and  the  ufjroar  which  lie 
heard  above  him ;  he  looked  towards  the 
cabin-door  with  the  most  fearful  expectation, 
m  hope  of  seeing  some  person  who  could 
g'ive  some  account  of  the  weather,  and  what 
was  doing  upon  deck ;  but  not  a  soul  appear- 
ed, and  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
disposition  of  his  own  bowels  to  make  the 
least  alteration  in  his  attitude.  When  he 
had  lain  a  good  while  in  all  the  agony  of 
suspense,  the  boy  tumbled  headlong  into  his 
apartment,  with  such  noise,  that  he  believed 
the  mast  had  gone  by  the  board,  and  starting 
uprioht  in  his  bed,  asked,  with  all  the  symp- 
toms of  horror,  what  was  the  cause  of  that 
disturbance.  The  boy,  half  stunned  by  his 
fall,  answered,  in  a  dolorous  tone,  "  I'm 
come  to  put  up  the  dead-lights."  At  the 
mention  of  dead-!ights,  the  meaning  of  which 
he  did  not  understand,  the  poor  governor's' 
heart  died  within  him,  and  he  shivered  with 
despair.  His  recollection  forsaking  him,  he 
fell  upon  his  knees  in  the  bed,  and  tixing  his 
eyes  upon  the  book  which  v/as  in  his  hand, 
began  to  pronounce  aloud,  with  great  fer- 
vour, "  The  time  of  a  complete  oscillation 
in  the  cycloid  is  to  the  time  in  which  a  body 
would  fall  through  the  axis  of  the  cycloid 
VD,  as  the  circumference  of  a  circle  to  its 
diameter."  He  would  in  all  likelihood  have 
proceeded  with  the  demonstration  of  this 
proposition,  had  he  not  been  seized  with  such 
a  qualm,  as  compelled  him  to  drop  the  book, 
and  accommodate  himself  to  the  emergency 
of  his  distemper ;  he  therefore  stretched 
himself  at  full  length,  and,  putting  up  ejacu- 
lations to  heaven,  began  to  prepare  himself 
for  his  latter  end,  when  all  of  a  sudden  the 
noise  above  was  intermitted  ;  and,  as  he  could 
not  conceive  the  cause  of  this  tremendous 
silence,  he  imagined  that  either  the  men 
were  washed  overboard,  or  that,  despairing 
of  safety,  they  had  ceased  to  oppose  the  tem- 
pest. While  he  was  harrowed  by  this  miser- 
able uncertainty,  which,  however,  was  not 
altogether  unenlightened  by  some  scattered 
rays  of  hope,  the  master  entered  the  cabin  ; 
then  he  asked,  with  a  voice  half  extinguished 
by  fear,  how  matters  went  upon  deck ;  and 
the  skipper,  with  a  large  bottle  of  brandy  ap- 
plied to  his  mouth,  answered,  in  a  hollow 
tone,  "All's  over  now,  master."  Upon  which 
Mr  Jolter,  giving  himself  over  for  lost,  ex- 
claimed, with  the  utmost  horror,  "Lord  have 
mercy  upon  us  !  Christ  have  mercy  upon  us  !" 
and  repeated  this  supplication  as  it  were  me- 
chanically, until  the  master  undeceived  him 
by  explaming  the  meanmg  of  what  he  had 
Baid,  and  assuringhim  that  the  squall  was  over. 

Such  a  si^Jden  transition  from  fear  to  joy 
occasioned  a  violent  agitation  both  in  his 
mind  and  body  ;  and  it  was  a  full  quarter  of 
Rn  hour  before  he  recovered  the  right  use  of 
)us  organs.     I»v  this  time  the  weat'er  clear. 


ed  up,  the  wind  began  to  blow  again  from  th« 
right  corner,  and  the  spires  of  Calais  appear- 
ed at  the  distance  of  five  leagues  ;  so  that 
the  countenances  of  all  on  board  were  light- 
ed up  with  joyous  expectation  ;  and  Pere- 
grine venturing  to  go  down  into  the  cabin, 
comforted  his  governor  with  an  account  of 
the  happy  turn  of  their  affairs. 

Jolter,  transported  with  the  thoughts  of  a 
speedy  landing,  began  to  launch  out  in  praise 
of  that  country  fo*-  which  they  were  bound. 
He  observed,  that  France  was  the  land  of 
politeness  and  hospitality,  which  were  con- 
spicuous  in  the  behaviour  of  all  ranks  and 
degrees,  from  the  peer  to  the  peasant ;  that 
a  gentleman  and  a  foreigner,  far  from  being 
insulted  and  imposed  upon  by  the  lower  class 
of  people,  as  in  Kngland,  was  treated  with 
the  utmost  reverence,  candour,  and  respect ; 
that  their  fields  were  fertile,  their  climate 
pure  and  healthy,  their  farmers  rich  and  in- 
dustrious, and  the  subjects  in  general  the 
happiest  of  men.  He  would  have  prosecut- 
ed this  favourite  theme  still  father,  had  not 
his  pupil  been  obliged  to  run  upon  deck,  in 
consequence  of  certain  warnings  lie  received 
from  his  stomach. 

The  skipper,  seeing  his  condition,  very 
honestly  reminded  him  of  the  cold  ham  and 
fowls,  with  a  baslcct  of  wine,  which  he  had 
ordered  to  be  sent  on-board,  and  asked  if  he 
would  have  the  cloth  laid  below.  He  could 
not  have  chosen  a  more  seasonable  oppor- 
tunity of  manifesting  his  own  disinterested- 
ness. Peregrine  made  wry  faces  at  the  men 
tion  of  food,  bidding  him  (for  Christ's  sake^ 
talk  no  more  on  that  subject.  He  then  de- 
scended into  the  cabin,  and  put  the  same 
question  to  Mr  Jolter,  who,  he  knew,  enter- 
tained the  same  abhorrence  for  his  proposal ; 
and,  meeting  with  the  like  reception  from 
him,  went  between  decks,  and  repeated  his 
courteous  proffer  to  the  valet  de  chambre  and 
lacquey,  who  lay  sprawling  in  all  the  pangs 
of  a  double  evacuation,  and  rejected  his  civil- 
ity with  the  most  horrible  loathing.  Thus 
baffled  in  all  his  kind  endeavours,  he  ordered 
his  boy  to  secure  the  provision  in  one  of  Iiis 
own  lockers,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
ship. 

It  being  low  water  when  they  arrived  on 
the  French  coast,  the  vessel  could  not  enter 
the  harbour,  and  they  were  obliged  to  bring 
to,  and  wait  for  a  boat,  which  in  less  than 
half  an  hour  came  along-side  from  the  shore. 
Mr  Jolter  now  came  upon  deck,  and  snuffing 
up  the  French  air  with  symptoms  of  infinite 
satisfaction,  asked  of  the  boatmen  (with  the 
friendly  appellation  of  mes  enfans)  what 
they  demanded  for  transporting  him  and  his 
pupil,  with  their  baggage,  to  the  pier.  But 
how  was  he  disconcerted  when  those  polite, 
candid,  reasonable  watermen,  demanded  a 
louis  d'or  for  that  service!  Peregrine,  with  a 
sarcastic  sneer,  observed,  that  he  already 
began  to  perceive  the  justice  of  hiseiicomiiime 
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an  the  French  ;  and  the  disappointed  f^over- 
nor  could  say  nothinj^in  his  own  vindication, 
l)ut  tliat  thcj'  were  debauched  by  tlieir  inter- 
course with  tlie  inhabitants  of  Dover.  His 
[)npil,  however,  was  so  much  offended  at  their 
extorti:n,  that  lie  absolutely  refused  to  em- 
ploy tftim,  even  when  tliey  abated  one  half 
in  their  demand,  am!  swore  lie  would  stay  on 
board  till  the  packet  should  be  able  to  enter 
'.lie  liarbour,  rather  than  encourage  such  im- 
position. 

The  master,  who,  in  all  probability,  had 
some  sort  of  fellow-feelinji;  with  the  boatmen, 
in  vain  represented  that  he  could  not  with 
safety  lie  to,  or  anchor  upon  a  lee-shore  ;  our 
nero  having  consulted  Pipes,  answered,  that 
ie  had  hired  his  vessel  to  transport  thorn  to 
(^alais,  and  that  he  would  oblige  liim  to  per- 
form wiiat  he  had  undertaken. 

The  skipper,  very  much  mortified  at  this 
peremptory  repl}',  which  was  not  over  and 
above  agreeable  to  Mr  Jolter,  dismissed  the 
boat,  notwithstanding  the  solicitations  and 
condescension  of  the  watermen.  Running 
a  little  farther  in  shore,  they  came  to  an  an- 
chor, and  waited  till  there  was  water  enough 
lo  float  them  over  the  bar.  Then  they  stood 
into  the  harbour,  and  our  gentleman,  with 
ins  attendants  and  baggage,  were  landed  on 
the  pier  by  the  sailors,  whom  he  liberally  re- 
warded for  their  trouble. 

He  was  immediately  plied  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  porters,  who,  like  as  many  hungry 
wolves,  laid  hold  on  his  baggage,  and  began 
to  carry  it  off  piecemeal,  without  his  order 
or  direction.  Incensed  at  this  olTicioLS  in- 
solence, ho  commanded  them  to  desist,  with 
many  oaths  and  opprobrious  terms,  that  his 
anger  suggested ;  and,  perceiving  that  one  of 
them  did  not  seem  to  pay  any  regard  to  what 
he  said,  but  marched  off  with  his  burden,  he 
snatched  a  cudgel  out  of  his  lacquey's  hand, 
and,  overtaking  the  fellow  in  a  twinkling, 
brought  him  to  the  ground  with  one  blow. 
He  was  instantly  surrounded  by  the  whole 
congregation  of  this  canaille  'vho  resented 
the  injury  which  their  brother  had  sustained, 
and  would  have  taken  immediate  satisfaction 
of  the  aggressor,  had  not  Pipes,  seeing  his 
master  involved,  brought  the  whole  crew  to 
his  assistance,  and  exerted  himself  so  man- 
fu'jy,  that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  retreat 
with  many  marks  of  defeat,  and  menaces  of 
interesting  the  commandant  in  their  quarrel. 
Jolter,  who  knew  and  dreaded  the  power  of 
the  French  governor,  began  to  shake  with 
apprehension,  when  he  heard  their  repeated 
threats  ;  but  they  durst  not  apply  to  this 
majTJstrato,  who,  upon  a  fair  representation 
of  the  case,  would  have  punished  them  severe- 
ly for  their  rapacious  and  insolent;  behaviour. 
Peregrine,  without  further  molestation,  avail- 
ed himself  o!:'  his  own  attendants,  who  shoul- 
dered his  baL-gage,  and  followed  him  to  the 
gnte,  where  they  were  sffipped  by  the  cenli- 
nels,  until  their  names  should  be  reijistered. 


Mr  Jolter,  who  had  undergone  this  o.x- 
amination  before,  resolved  to  profit  by  his 
experience,  and  cunningly  represented  his 
puj)il  as  a  young  English  Lord.  This  inti- 
mation, supported  by  the  appearance  of  his 
ecpiipage,  was  no  sooner  comnnmicated  to 
the  officer,  than  he  turned  out  the  guard,  and 
ordered  his  soldiers  to  rest  upon  tiicir  aru!.", 
while  his  lordship  passed  in  great  state  to 
the  Lion  d' Anient,  where  he  took  up  liis 
lodgings  for  the  night,  resolving  to  set  out 
for  I'aris  next  morning  in  a  post-chaise. 

The  governor  triumphed  greatly  in  this 
piece  of  complaisance  and  respect  with  which 
they  had  been  honoured,  and  resumed  his  be- 
loved topic  of  discourse,  in  applauding  tiie 
method  and  subordination  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, which  was  better  calculated  for 
maintaining  order,  and  protecting  the  people, 
than  any  constitution  upon  earth.  Of  tlieir 
courteous  attention  to  strangers,  there  need- 
ed no  other  proof  than  the  compliment  which 
had  been  paid  to  them,  together  with  the 
governor's  connivance  at  Peregrine's  em|)l()y- 
ing  his  ov/n  servants  in  carrying  the  baggage 
to  the  inn,  contrary  to  the  privilege  of  the 
inhabitants. 

While  he  expatiated,  with  a  remarkable 
degree  of  self  indulgence  on  this  subject,  the 
valet  de  chambre  coming  into  the  room,  in- 
terrupted his  harangue,  by  telling  his  master 
that  their  trunks  and  portmanteaus  must  be 
carried  to  the  custom-house,  in  order  to  be 
searched,  and  sealed  with  lead,  which  must 
remain  untouched  until  their  arrival  at 
Paris. 

Peregrine  made  no  objection  to  this  prac- 
tice,  which  was  in  itself  reasonable  enough  ; 
but  when  he  understood  that  the  gate  was  be- 
sieged by  another  multitude  of  porters,  who 
insisted  upontheir  right  of  carrying  the  goods, 
and  also  of  fixing  their  own  price,  he  abso- 
lutely refused  to  comply  with  their  demand. 
Nay,  he  chastised  some  of  the  iM0.st  clamor- 
ous among  them  with  his  foot,  and  told  them, 
that  if  their  custom-house  officers  had  a  mind 
to  examine  his  baggage,  they  might  come  to 
the  inn  for  that  purpose.  The  valet  de  cham- 
bre was  abashed  at  this  boldness  of  his  mas- 
ter's behaviour,  which,  the  lacquey,  shrug- 
ging up  his  shoulders,  observed,  was  fiien  a 
rAn'j;l()isr  ;  w-liile  the  governor  represented 
it  as  an  indignity  to  the  whole  nation,  ar.d 
endeavoured  to  persuade  his  pupil  to  comply 
with  the  cistoin  of  the  place.  But  Pere- 
grme's  natural  haughtiness  of  disposition  hin- 
dered him  from  giving  ear  to  Jolter's  wliole. 
some  advice;  and,  in  less  than  haif  an  hour, 
they  observed  a  file  of  musqueteers  marching 
up  to  the  gate.  At  sight  of  this  detachment 
the  tutor  trembled,  the  valet  grew  pale,  and 
tli<>  Incquey  crossed  hiia.ielf ;  but  our  hero, 
witliout  exhibiting  any  other  .symptoms  than 
those  of  indignation,  met  them  on  the  thres- 
hold, and  with  a  ferocious  air,  demanded 
their   business.      The   corporal,  who   com 
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mandei.  the  file,  answered  with  great  deli- 
beration, tliat  he  had  o,  lers  to  convey  his 
batrcragc  to  the  custom-iiouse;  and  seeing 
trunks  standing  in  tlie  entry,  pkced  his  men 
between  them  and  the  owner,  while  the  por- 
ters that  followed  took  them  up,  and  pro- 
•:eedcd  to  the  Douane  without  opposition. 

Pickle  was  not  mad  enough  to  dispute  the 
authority  of  this  message ;  but,  in  order  to 
gall,  and  specify  his  contempt  for  those  who 
brought  it,  he  called  aloud  to  his  valet,  desir- 
ing him,  in  French,  to  accompany  his  things, 
and  see  that  none  of  his  linens  and  effects 
should  be  stolen  by  the  searchers.  The  cor- 
poral, mortified  at  this  satirical  insinuation, 
darted  a  look  of  resentment  at  the  author,  as  if 
he  had  been  interested  for  the  glory  of  his  na- 
tion, and  told  him  that  he  could  perceive  he 
was  a  stranger  in  France,  or  else  he  would 
have  saved  himself  the  trouble  of  such  a  need- 
less precaution. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

He  makes  a  fruitless  attempt  in  gallantry — 
departs  for  Boulogne,  tohere  he  spends 
the  evening  with  certain  English  ex- 
iles. 

IIvviNG  thus  yielded  to  the  hand  of  power, 
he  inquired  if  there  was  any  other  English 
company  in  the  house;  when,  understanding 
that  a  gentleman  and  lady  lodged  in  the  next 
apartment,  and  had  bespoke  a  post-chaise 
for  Paris,  he  ordered  Pipes  to  ingratiate  him- 
self witii  their  footman,  and,  if  possible,  learn 
'heir  names  and  condition,  while  he  and  Mr 
Jolter,  attended  by  the  lacquey,  took  a  turn 
round  the  ramparts,  and  viewed  the  particu- 
lars of  the  fortification. 

Tom  was  so  very  successful  in  his  inquiry, 
that,  when  his  master  returned,  he  was  able 
to  give  him  a  satisfactory  account  of  his 
fellow  lodgers,  in  consequence  of  having 
treated  his  brother  with  a  bottle  of  wine. 
The  people  in  question  were  a  gentleman  and 
his  lady  lately  arrived  from  England,  on  their 
way  to  Paris.  The  husband  was  a  man  of 
good  fortune,  who  had  been  a  litertine  in 
his  youth,  and  a  professed  declaimer  against 
nriatrimony.  He  wanted  neither  sense  nor 
experience,  and  picjued  himself  in  particular 
upon  his  art  of  avoiding  the  snares  of  the  fe- 
male sex,  in  which  lie  pretended  to  be  deep- 
ly versed.  But  notwitlistanding  all  his  cau- 
tion and  skill,  he  had  lately  fallen  a  sacrifice 
to  tlie  attractions  of  an  oyster-wench,  who 
had  found  means  to  decoy  him  into  the  bands 
cf  wedlock;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  com- 
pliments and  congratulations  of  his  friends 
and  acquaintance,  he  had  come  so  far  on  a 
lour  tc  Paris,  where  he  intended  to  initiate 
his  spouse  in  the  beau  monc'c.  In  the  mean 
:ime  he  chose  to  live  upon  the  reserve,  be- 
."nuse  her  nat"<ral  talents  had  as  yet  received 


but  little  cultivation;  and  he  had  not  the  mos' 
implicit  confidence  in  her  virtue  and  discre- 
tion, which,  it  seems,  had  like  to  have  yield- 
ed to  the  addresses  of  an  officer  at  Canter- 
bury, who  had  made  shift  to  insinuate himsell 
into  her  acquaintance  and  favour. 

Peregrine's  curiosity  being  inflamed  by 
this  information,  he  lounged  about  the  yard, 
in  hopes  of  seeing  the  Duicinea  who  had 
captivated  the  old  bachelor;  and,  at  length, 
observing  her  at  a  window,  took  the  liberty 
of  bowing  to  her  with  great  respect.  She 
returned  the  compliment  with  a  courtesy, 
and  appeared  so  decent  in  her  dress  and 
manner,  that,  unless  he  had  been  previously 
informed  of  her  former  life  and  conversation, 
he  never  would  have  dreamed  that  her  edu- 
cation was  different  from  that  of  other  ladies 
of  fashion :  so  easy  is  it  to  acquire  that  ex- 
ternal deportment  on  which  people  of  condi- 
tion value  themselves  so  much.  Not  but 
that  Mr  Pickle  pretended  to  distinguish  a 
certain  vulgar  audacity  in  her  countenance, 
which,  in  a  lady  of  birth  and  fortune,  would 
have  passed  for  an  agreeable  vivacity  that 
enlivens  the  aspect,  and  gives  poignancy  to 
every  feature  :  but  as  she  possessed  a  pair  of 
fine  eyes,  and  a  clear  complexion,  overspread 
with  the  glow  of  health,  which  never  fails 
of  recommending  the  owner,  he  could  not 
help  gazing  at  her  with  desire,  and  form- 
ing a  design  of  making  a  conquest  of  her 
heart.  With  this  view  he  sent  his  compli- 
ments to  her  husband,  whose  name  was 
Hornbeck,  with  an  intimation  that  he  pro- 
posed to  set  out  next  day  for  Paris,  and  as 
he  understood  that  he  was  resolved  upon  the 
same  journey,  he  should  be  extremely  glad  of 
his  company  on  the  road,  if  he  was  not  bet- 
ter engaged.  Hornbeck,  who  in  all  proba- 
bility did  not  chuse  to  accommodate  his  wife 
with  a  squire  of  our  hero's  appearance,  sent 
a  civil  answer  to  his  message,  professing  in. 
finite  mortification  at  his  being  unable  tc 
embrace  the  favour  of  his  kind  offer,  by  rea- 
son of  the  indisposition  of  his  wife,  who,  he 
was  afraid,  would  not  be  in  a  condition  for 
some  days  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  travelling. 
This  rebuff',  which  Peregrine  ascribed  to  the 
husband's  jealousy,  stifled  his  project  in  em- 
bryo ;  he  ordered  his  French  servant  to  take 
a  place  for  himself  in  the  diligence,  where 
all  his  luggage  was  stowed,  except  a  smal 
trunk  with  some  linen  and  other  necessaries, 
that  was  fixed  upon  the  post-chaise,  which 
they  hired  of  the  landlord ;  and  early  next 
morning  he  and  Mr  Jolter  departed  from 
Calais,  attended  by  his  valet  de  charnbro 
and  Pipes  on  horseback.  They  proceed- 
ed without  any  accident  as  far  as  Bou- 
logne,  where  they  breakfastea,  and  visited 
old  Father  Graham,  a  Scottish  gentleman  o. 
the  governor's  acquaintance,  who  had  lived 
as  a  capuchin  in  that  place  for  the  space  of 
threescore  years,  and  during  that  period  con- 
formed to  all  the  austerities  of  the  ordei  wit'n 
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•  ihc  most  riiTorous  exactness ;  being  equally 
rcMiarkable  I'or  the  frankness  of  his  conversa- 
tion, the  hunninity  of  his  disposition,  and  tlie 
simplicity  of  his  manners.  From  Boulogne 
they  took  their  departure  about  noon,  and  as 
they  proposed  to  sleep  that  night  at  Abbeville, 
commanded  the  postilion  to  drive  with  ex- 
traordinary speed.  Perhaps  it  was  well  for 
his  cattle  that  the  axletree  gave  way,  and 
the  chaise  of  course  overturned,  before  they 
*    had  travelled  one  third  part  of  the  stage. 

This  accident  compolled  them  to  return  to 
th«^  place  from  whence  tlioy  had  set  out;  and 
as  ♦licy  could  not  procure  another  coiivey- 
aii'^e,  they  found  themselves  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  staying  till  their  chaise  could  be 
refuted.  Understanding  that  this  operation 
would  detain  them  a  whole  day,  our  young 
gentleman  had  recourse  to  his  patience,  and 
demanded  to  know  what  they  would  iiave  for 
dinner;  the  garcon,  or  waiter,  thus  question- 
ed, vanished  in  a  moment,  and  immediately 
thiiy  were  surprised  with  the  appearance  of 
a  strange  tigure,  which,  from  tiie  extra- 
vagance of  its  dress  and  gesticulation.  Pere- 
grine mistook  for  a  madman  of  the  growth 
of  France.  This  phantom  (which,  by  the 
bye,  happened  to  be  no  other  than  the  cook), 
was  a  tall,  long-legged,  meagre,  swartliy 
fellow,  that  stooped  very  much  ;  his  cheek 
bones  were  remarkably  raised,  his  nose  bent 
into  the  shape  and  size  of  a  powderhorn, 
and  the  sockets  of  his  eyes  as  raw  round  the 
edges  as  if  the  skin  had  been  pared  oiY.  On 
his  liead  he  wore  a  handkerchief,  which  had 
once  been  white,  and  now  served  to  cover 
the  upper  part  of  a  black  periwig,  to  which 
was  attached  a  bag,  at  least  a  foot  square, 
with  a  solitaire  and  rose  that  stuck  up  on 
eacii  side  to  his  ear;  so  that  he  looked  like 
a  criminal  on  the  pii'ory.  His  back  was  ac- 
commodated with  a  linen  waistcoat,  his  hands 
adorned  with  long  rutHes  of  the  same  piece, 
his  middle  was  girded  by  an  apron  tucked  up, 
that  it  might  not  conceal  his  white  silk  stock- 
ings rolled;  and  at  his  entrance  he  brandish- 
ed a  bloody  weapon  full  tiiree  feet  in  length. 
Peregrine,  when  he  first  saw  him  approach 
in  this  menacing  attitude,  put  himself  upon 
Mis  guard  ;  but,  being  informed  of  his  quality, 
perused  his  bill  of  fare,  and  having  bespoke 
three  or  four  things  for  dinner,  walked  out 
•vith  Mr  Joker  to  view  both  towns,  which 
vhey  had  not  leisure  to  consider  minutely 
before.  In  their  return  from  the  liarbour, 
tiiey  met  with  four  or  five  gentlemen,  all  of 
wiiom  seemed  to  look  with  an  air  of  dejec- 
tion, and  perceiving  our  hero  and  his  governor 
to  be  fjnglish  by  their  dress,  bowed  with 
grcAt  respect  as  tiiey  passed.  Pickle,  who 
was  i;aturally  compassionate,  felt  an  emotion 
<>f  sympathy  ;  and  seeing  a  person,  who  by 
his  habit  he  judged  to  be  one  of  their  servants, 
accosted  him  in  English,  and  asked  who  the 
El  glish  were.  The  lacquey  gave  him  to  i 
indorstand    tiiat  Ihev   were   his   own   c  nm-  ! 
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trymen,  exiled  from  their  native  ljome:j,  in 
consequence  of  tiieir  adherence  to  an  un- 
tortunatc  and  ruined  cause ;  and  that  they 
were  gone  to  the  sea-side,  according  to  theii 
daily  practice,  in  order  to  indulge  their  ]oiij> 
ing  eyes  with  a  prosptjct  of  the  white  clifis 
of  Albion,  which  they  must  never  moie  ap- 
proach. 

Though  our  young  gentleman  difTered  wide- 
ly from  them  in  point  of  political  principJes, 
he  was  not  one  of  those  enthusiasts  \i  no 
look  upon  every  schism  from  tlic  established 
articles  of  faith  as  damnable,  and  exclude 
the  sceptic  from  every  benefit  of  humanity 
and  christian  forgiveness :  he  could  easily 
compreliend  how  a  man  of  the  most  un- 
blemished morals  might,  by  the  prejudice  of 
education,  or  indispensable  attachments,  be 
engaged  in  such  a  blameworthy  and  perni- 
cious undertaking ;  and  thought  that  they 
had  already  suffered  severely  for  their  im- 
prudence. He  was  atlccted  with  the  ac- 
count of  their  diurnal  pilgrimage  to  the  sea- 
side, which  he  considered  as  a  pathetic  proof 
of  their  affliction,  and  invested  Mr  .Toltei 
V.  Ih  the  agreeable  office  of  going  to  them 
v.itii  a  compliment  in  his  name,  and  beggin<| 
the  honour  of  drinking  a  glass  with  them  in 
tiie  evening.  They  accepted  the  proposal 
with  great  satisfaction  and  respectful  acknow- 
ledgment, and  in  the  afternoon  waited  upon 
the  kind  inviter,  who  treated  them  with  cof- 
fee, and  would  have  detained  them  to  supper ; 
but  they  entreated  the  favour  of  his  company 
at  the  house  which  they  frequented,  so  earn- 
estly, that  he  yielded  to  their  solicitations, 
and  with  his  governor  was  conducted  by 
them  to  the  place,  where  they  had  provided 
an  elegant  repast,  and  regaled  them  with 
some  of  the  best  claret  in  France. 

It  was  easy  for  them  to  perceive  th.it  their 
principal  guest  was  no  favourer  of  their  state 
maxims,  and  therefore  they  industriously 
avoided  every  subject  of  conversation  which 
could  give  tiio  least  offence  ;  not  but  that, 
they  lamented  their  own  situation,  which  cut 
them  off  from  all  their  dearest  connexions, 
and  doomed  them  to  perpetual  banishment 
from  their  families  and  friends  ;  but  they  did 
not,  even  by  the  most  distant  hint,  impeach 
the  justice  of  that  sentence  by  which  they 
were  condemned  ;  although  one  of  tliein, 
who  seemed  to  be  about  the  age  of  thirty, 
wejit  bitterly  over  this  misfortune,  which  liail 
involved  a  beloved  wife  and  three  children 
in  misery  and  distress,  and,  in  llie  impatience 
of  his  grief,  cursed  his  own  fate  vvitii  frani-i 
imprecations.  His  companions,  witli  a  view 
of  beguiling  his  sorrows,  and  manifesting 
their  own  hospitality  at  the  same  time,  cliang- 
ed  tiie  topic  of  discourse,  and  circulated  tiie 
bumpers  with  great  assiduity;  so  tiiat  all 
their  cares  were  overwhelmed  and  forgotten; 
several  drinking  Frencli  catches  were  dung, 
and  mirth  and  good  fellowship  prevailed. 

In  the  midst  of  this  elevation,  wli'cli  r-rm 
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jionly  unlocks  the  most  hidden  sentiment, 
aind  dispels  every  consideration  of  caution 
and  constraint,  one  of  the  entertainers,  being 
more  intoxicated  than  his  fellows,  proposed 
a  toast,  to  which  Peregrine  with  some  warmth 
excepted,  as  an  unmannerly  insult.  The 
other  maintained  his  proposition  with  in- 
decent heat ;  and  the  dispute  beginning  to 
grow  very  serious,  the  company  interposed, 
and  gave  judgment  against  their  friend,  who 
v.-as  so  keenly  reproached  and  rebuked  for 
his  unpolite  behaviour,  that  he  retired  in  high 
dudgeon,  threatening  to  relinqui.sh  their  so- 
cietv,  and  branding  tlicm  with  the  appellation 
of  apostates  from  t:ie  common  cause.  Morti- 
fied at  the  behaviour  of  their  companion, 
those  that  remained  were  earnest  in  their 
apologies  to  their  guests,  whom  they  besought 
to  forgive  his  intemperance,  assuring  them, 
with  great  confidence,  that  he  would,  upon 
the  recovery  of  his  reflection,  wait  upon  them 
in  person,  and  ask  pardon  for  the  umbrage 
he  had  given.  Pickle  was  satisfied  with  their 
remonstrances,  resumed  his  good  humour, 
and  the  night  being  pretty  far  advanced,  re- 
sisted all  the  importunities  with  which  he 
was  intreated  to  see  another  bottle  go  round, 
and  was  escorted  to  his  own  lodgings  more 
than  half  seas  over.  Next  morning,  about 
eight  o'clock,  he  was  waked  by  his  valet  de 
chambre,  who  told  him  that  two  of  the  gen- 
tlemen v.'ith  whom  he  had  spent  the  evening 
were  in  the  house,  and  desired  the  favour  of 
being  admitted  into  his  chamber.  He  could 
not  conceive  the  meaning  of  this  extraordi- 
nary visit,  and,  ordering  his  man  to  show 
them  into  his  apartments,  beheld  the  person 
who  had  affronted  him  enter,  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  reprehended  his  rudeness. 

He  who  had  given  the  offence,  after  having 
made  an  apology  for  disturbing  Mr  Pickle, 
fold  him  that  his  friend  there  present  had 
been  with  him  early  that  morning,  and  pro- 
posed the  alternative  of  either  fighting  with 
him  immediately,  or  coming  to  beg  pardon 
for  his  unmannerly  deportment  over  night ; 
that,  though  he  had  courage  enough  to  face 
any  man  m  the  field  in  a  righteous  cause,  he 
was  not  so  brutal  as  to  disobey  the  dictates 
of  his  own  duty  and  reflection,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  and  not  out  of  any  regard 
to  the  other's  menaces,  which  he  despised, 
he  had  now  taken  the  liberty  of  interrupting 
his  repose,  that  he  might,  as  soon  as  possible 
atone  for  the  injury  he  had  done  him,  which 
ho  protested  was  the  effect  of  intoxication 
alone,  and  begged  his  forgiveness  accord- 
ingly. Our  hero  accepted  of  his  acknow- 
ledgment very  graciously,  thanked  the  other 
gentleman  for  the  gallant  part  ho  had  acted 
in  his  behalf;  and  perceiving  that  his  com- 
panion was  a  little  irritated  at  his  oflicious 
interposition,  effected  a  reconciliation,  by 
convincing  him  that  what  he  had  done  was 
for  the  honour  of  the  company.  He  then 
iiept  them  to  breakfist,  expressed  a  desire 


of  seeing  their  situation  iltered  far  the  bot. 
ter  ;  and,  the  chaise  being  repaired,  took 
leave  of  his  entertainers,  who  came  to  wish 
him  a  good  journey,  and  with  his  attendanUs 
left  Boulogne  for  the  second  time. 


CHAPTER  XX}iYU. 

Proceeds  for  the  capital — takes  vp  Jiis  lodg- 
inq-s  at  Bernay,  where  he  is  overtaken  by 
Mr  Ilornbeck,  lohose  head  he  longs  to 
fortify. 

During  this  day's  expedition,  Mr  Jolter  took 
an  opportunity  of  imparting  to  his  pupil  the 
remarks  he  had  made  upon  the  industry  of 
the  French,  as  an  undeniable  proof  of  which 
he  bade  him  cast  his  eyes  around,  and  ob- 
serve Vv'ith  what  care  every  spot  of  ground 
was  cultivated ;  and  from  the  fertility  of  that 
province,  which  is  reckoned  the  poorest  in 
France,  conceive  the  wealth  and  afHuence  of 
the  nation  in  general.  Peregrine,  amazed 
as  well  as  disgusted  at  this  infatuation,  an- 
swered, that  what  he  ascribed  to  industry 
was  the  effect  of  mere  wretchedness :  the 
miserable  peasants  being  obliged  to  plough 
up  every  inch  of  ground  to  satisfy  their  op- 
pressive landlords,  while  they  themselves  and 
their  cattle  looked  like  so  many  images  of 
famine;  that  their  extreme  poverty  was  evi- 
dent from  the  face  of  the  country,  on  which 
there  was  not  one  inclosure  to  be  seen,  or 
any  other  object,  except  scanty  crops  of  bar- 
ley and  oats,  wiiich  could  never  reward  the 
toil  of  the  husbandman  ;  that  their  habita- 
tions were  no  better  than  paltry  huts  ;  that, 
in  twenty  miles  of  extent,  not  one  gentle- 
man's house  appeared ;  that  nothing  was 
more  abject  and  forlorn  than  the  attire  of 
their  countiy  people ;  that  the  equipage  of 
their  travelling  chaises  was  infinitely  inferior 
to  that  of  a  dung-cart  in  England  ;  and  that 
the  postilion  who  then  drove  their  carriage, 
had  neither  stockings  to  his  legs,  nor  a  shirt 
to  his  back. 

The  governor,  finding  his  charge  so  un- 
tractable,  resolved  to  leave  him  in  the  midst 
of  his  own  ignorance  and  prejudice,  and  re- 
serve his  observations  for  those  who  woiild 
pay  more  deference  to  his  opinion  ;  and  in- 
deed this  resolution  he  had  often  made,  and 
as  often  broken,  in  the  transports  of  his  zeal, 
that  frequently  hurried  him  out  of  the  plan  of 
conduct  which  in  his  cooler  moments  he  had 
laid  down.  They  halted  for  a  refreshment 
at  Montreuil,  and  about  seven  in  the  evening 
arrived  at  a  village  called  Bornay,  where, 
while  they  waited  for  fresh  horses,  they  were 
informed  by  the  landlord,  that  the  gates  of 
Abbeville  were  shut  every  night  punctually 
at  eight  o'clock,  so  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  get  admittance.  He  said  there 
was  not  another  place  of  entertainment  on 
the  road  where  they  could  pass  the  night, 
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and  therefore,  as  a  friend,  he  advised  them  to 
stay  at  his  house,  where  tlicy  would  fuid  tlic 
bost  of  accomodation,  and  proceed  upon  tlieir 
journey  betimes  in  the  morning. 

Air  Joker,  thouirli  lie  had  travelled  on  that 
road  before,  could  not  recollect  whether  or 
not  mine  host  spoke  truth  ;  but  hia  rcmon- 
etrance  beinjj  very  plausible,  our  hero  dctcr- 
rnined  to  follow  his  advice,  and,  being  con- 
ducted into  an  apartment,  asked  what  they 
could  have  fur  supper.  The  landlord  men- 
tioned every  thing  that  was  eatable  in  the 
house,  and  the  whole  being  engrossed  for  the 
use  of  him  and  his  attendants,  he  amused 
himself  till  suc!i  time  as  it  should  be  dressed, 
in  strolling  about  the  house,  which  stands  in 
a  verv  rural  situation.  Wiiilc  he  thus  loiter- 
ed away  the  time  that  hung  heavy  on  his 
hands,  another  chaise  arrived  at  the  inn  ; 
and,  upon  inquiry,  he  found  that  the  new- 
comers were  Mr  llornbeck  and  his  lady.  Tiie 
landlord,  conscious  of  his  inability  to  enter- 
tain this  second  company,  came  and  begged, 
with  great  humiliation,  that  Mr  Pickle  would 
spare  them  some  part  of  the  victuals  he  had 
bespoke  ;  but  he  refused  to  part  with  so  much 
is  the  wing  of  a  partridge,  though  at  the  same 
time  he  sent  his  compliments  to  the  stran- 
gers, and,  giving  them  to  understand  how  ill 
the  house  was  provided  for  their  reception, 
invited  them  to  partake  of  his  supper.  Mr 
llornbeck,  who  was  not  deficient  in  point  of 
politeness,  and  extremely  well  disposed  for 
a  relishing  meal,  which  he  had  reason  to 
e.xpect  from  the  savoury  steam  that  issued 
from  the  kitchen,  could  not  resist  this  second 
instance  of  our  young  gentleman's  civility, 
wiiich  he  acknowledged  by  a  message,  im- 
porting that  he  and  his  wife  would  do  them- 
selves the  pleasure  of  profiting  by  his  cour- 
teous offer.  Peregrine's  cheeks  glowed  when 
he  found  himself  on  the  eve  of  being  acquaint- 
ed with  Mrs  Hornbeck,  of  whose  heart  he 
liad  already  made  a  conquest  in  imagination  ; 
and  he  forthwith  set  his  invention  at  work  to 
contrive  some  means  of  defeating  her  hus- 
band's vigilance. 

When  supper  was  ready,  he  in  person  gave 
notice  to  his  guest,  and  leading  the  lady  into 
liis  apartment,  seated  lier  in  an  elbow  chair 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  table,  squeezing  her 
hand  and  di^rting  a  most  insidious  glance  at 
the  same  time.  This  abrupt  behaviour  he 
practised,  on  a  presumption  that  a  lady  of 
her  breeding  was  not  to  be  addressed  with 
the  tedious  forms  that  must  be  observed  in 
one's  advances  to  a  person  of  birth  and  gen- 
.eel  education.  In  all  probability  his  calcu- 
lation was  just ;  for  Mrs  llornbeck  gave  no 
signs  of  discontent  at  this  sort  of  treatment, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  seemed  to  consider  it 
a.s  a  M-oof  of  the  young  gentleman's  regard; 
and  fnough  she  did  not  venture  to  open  her 
m  )uth  three  times  during  the  whole  repast, 
the  showed  herself  particularly  v/ell  satisfied 
with  her  entertainer,  by  sundry  sly  ai.i  sig- 


nificant looks,  while  her  Inishaiid's  eyes  were 
directed  another  way,  and  divi^Ts  loud  peals 
of  laughter,  signifying  iier  approbation  of  the 
sallies  which  he  uttered  in  the  course  of  their 
conversation.  Ilor  spouse  began  to  be  very 
uneasy  at  the  frank  demeanour  of  his  yoke- 
fellow, wliom  nc  endeavoured  to  check  in 
her  vivacity,  by  assuming  a  severity  of  as- 
pect; but  whether  she  obeyed  the  dictates  of 
her  own  disposition,  which  perhaps  was  mer- 
ry and  unreserved,  or  wanted  to  punish  Mr 
llornbeck  for  his  jealousy  of  temper,  certain 
it  is,  her  gaiety  increased  to  such  a  degree, 
that  her  husband  was  grievously  alarmed  and 
incensed  at  her  conduct,  and  resolved  to  make 
her  sensible  of  his  displeasure,  by  treading  in 
secret  upon  lier  toes.  He  was,  however,  so 
disconcerted  by  his  indignytion,  that  he  mis- 
took liis  mark,  and  applied  the  sharp  heel  of 
his  shoe  to  the  side  of  Mr  Jolter's  foot,  com- 
prehending his  little  toe,  that  was  studded  with 
an  angry  corn,  which  he  invaded  with  such 
a  jerk,  that  the  governor,  unable  to  endure 
the  torture  in  silence,  started  up,  and,  dancing 
on  the  floor,  roared  hideously,  with  repeated 
bellowings,  to  the  unspeakable  enjoyment  of 
Peregrine  and  the  lady,  who  laughed  them- 
selves almost  into  convulsions  at  the  joke. 
Hornbeck,  confounded  at  the  mistake  he  had 
committed,  begged  pardon  of  the  injured  tu- 
tor, with  great  con'^'-ilion,  protesting  that  tlm 
blow  he  had  so  unfrrtunately  received  was 
intended  for  an  ugly  cur  which  he  thought 
had  posted  himself  under  the  table.  It  was 
lucky  for  him  that  there  was  actually  a  dog 
in  the  room,  to  justify  this  excuse,  which  Jol 
ter  admitted  with  the  tears  running  ovei  his 
cheeks ;  and  the  economy  of  the  table  was  re- 
composed. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  strangers  could 
with  decency  withdraw,  this  suspicious  hus- 
band took  his  leave  of  the  youth,  on  pretence' 
of  being  fatigued  with,  his  journey,  after  hav- 
ing, by  way  of  compliment,  proposed  that 
they  should  travel  together  next  dtvy  ;  and 
Peregrine  handed  the  lady  to  her  chamber, 
where  he  wished  her  good  night,  with  anoth- 
er warm  squeeze,  which  she  returned.  This 
favourable  liint  made  his  heart  bound  wit'.i  a 
transport  of  joy  ;  he  lay  in  wait  for  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  declaring  himself;  and  seeing  the 
husband  go  down  into  the  yard  with  a  can- 
dle, glided  softly  into  his  ap.artment,  where 
he  found  her  almost  undressed.  Impelled  by 
the  impetuosity  of  his  passion,  which  was 
still  more  inflamed  by  her  present  luscious 
appearance,  and  encouraged  by  the  approba- 
tion she  had  already  exjjressed,  he  ran  to- 
wards her  with  eagerness,  crying,  "  Zounds,, 
madam,  your  charms  are  irresistible  !"  and, 
without  further  ceremony,  would  have  clasp 
ed  iier  in  his  arms,  had  she  not  begged  him 
for  the  love  of  God,  to  retire,  for  should  Mr 
Hornbeck  return  and  find  him  there,  she 
would  be  undone  for  ever.  He  was  not  so 
blinded  by  his  passion,  but  that  he  saw  thn 
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reasonableness  of  licr  fear;  and  as  he  could 
not  pretend  to  crown  his  wishes  at  that  in- 
terview, he  avowed  himself  lier  lover,  assur- 
ed her  tiiat  he  would  exhaust  his  whole  in- 
vention in  finding  a  proper  opportunity  for 
throwing  hiinscif  at  her  feet ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  lie  ravished  sundry  small  favours,  which 
nhe,  in  the  hurry  of  her  fright,  could  not 
withhold  from  his  impudence  of  address. 
Having  thus  happily  settled  the  prelimina- 
ries, he  withdrew  to  his  own  chamber,  and 
spent  the  whole  night  in  contriving  strata- 
gems to  elude  the  jealous  caution  of  his  fel- 
low traveller. 


CHAPTER  XXXVin. 

They  set  out  in  company,  breakfast  at  Ab- 
beville, dine  at  Amiens,  and  about  eleven 
o'clock  arrive  at  Chantilly,  where  Pere- 
grine executes  a  plan  which  he  had  con- 
certed upon  Hornbeck. 

The  whole  company,  by  agreement,  rose 
and  departed  before  day,  and  breakflisted  at 
Abbeville,  where  they  became  acquainted 
with  the  finesse  of  their  Bernay  landlord, 
who  had  imposed  upon  them,  in  affirming 
that  they  would  not  have  been  admitted  after 
tlie  gates  were  shut.  From  thence  they 
proceeded  to  Amiens,  where  they  dined,  and 
were  pestered  by  begging  friars ;  and  the 
roads  being  deep,  it  was  eleven  o'clock  at 
night  before  they  reached  Chantilly,  where 
they  found  supper  already  dressed,  in  conse- 
ijuence  of  having  dispatched  the  valet  de 
chambre  before  them  on  horseback. 

The  constitution  of  Hornbeck  being  very 
much  impaired  by  a  ..>'o  of  irregularity,  he 
found  himself  so  fatiguod  with  his  day's  jour- 
ney, which  amounted  to  upwards  of  an  hun- 
dred miles,  that,  when  he  sat  down  at  table, 
he  could  scarcely  sit  upright;  and,  in  less 
than  three  minutes, began  to  nod  in  his  chair. 
Peregrine,  who  had  foreseen  and  provided 
for  this  occasion,  advised  him  to  exhilarate 
his  spirits  with  a  glass  of  wine;  and  the  pro- 
posal being  embraced,  tipped  his  valet  de 
chamhre  the  wink,  who,  according  to  the  in- 
structions ho  had  received,  qualified  the  Bur- 
gtindy  with  thirty  drops  of  laudanum,  which 
this  unfortunate  husband  swallowed  in  one 
■glass.  The  dose,  co-operating  with  his  for- 
mer drowsiness,  lulled  him  so  fast  asleep,  as 
tt  were  instantaneously,  that  it  was  found 
■necessary  to  convey  him  to  his  own  cham- 
ber, wiiere  his  footman  undressed  and  put 
■  him  to  bed.  Nor  was  Jolter  (naturally  of  a 
eliiggisii  disposition)  able  to  resist  his  pro- 
pensity to  sleep,  without  suffering  divers 
dreadful  yawns,  which  encouriged  his  pupil 
to  administer  the  same  dose  to  him,  which 
nad  operated  so  successfully  upon  the  other 
Argus.  This  cordial  had  not  such  a  gentle 
rfiert  upon  tlie  rugged  organs   of  Jolter,  as 


upon  the  more  delicate  nerves  of  Hornbe.  k, 
but  discovered  itself  in  certain  involuntiry 
startings,  and  convulsive  motions  in  i^e 
muscles  of  his  face;  and  when  his  nature  r.l 
length  yielded  to  the  power  of  this  medicinOj 
he  sounded  the  trumpet  so  loud  through  Jiia 
nostrils,  that  our  adventurer  was  afraid  Iht. 
noise  would  awake  his  other  patient,  auf} 
consequently  prevent  the  accomplishment  ol 
his  aim.  The  governor  was  therefore  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  Pipes,  who  lugged  Jiim 
into  the  next  room,  and  having  stripped  ofi 
his  clothes,  tumbled  him  into  his  nest,  whilr, 
the  two  lovers  remained  at  full  liberty  to  in- 
dulge their  mutual  passion. 

Peregrine,  in  tiie  impatience  of  his  incli- 
nation, would  have  finished  the  fate  of  Horn- 
beck immediately ;  but  his  inamorata  disap- 
proved of  his  intention,  and  represented  that 
their  being  together  by  them.selves  for  any 
length  of  time  would  be  observed  by  her  ser- 
vant, who  was  kept  as  a  spy  upon  her  ac- 
tions;  so  that  they  iiad  recourse  to  another 
scheme,  which  was  executed  in  this  manner. 
— He  conducted  her  into  her  own  apartment, 
in  presence  of  her  footman,  who  lighted  them 
thither,  and,  wishing  her  good  rest,  returned 
to  his  own  chamber,  where  he  waited  till 
every  thing  was  quiet  in  the  house  ;  then 
stealing  softly  to  her  door,  which  had  been 
left  open  for  his  admission  in  the  dark,  he 
found  the  husband  still  secure  in  the  embra- 
ces of  sleep,  and  the  lady  in  a  loose  gown 
ready  to  seal  his  happiness.  He  conveyed 
her  to  his  own  chamber;  but  his  guilty  pas- 
sion was  not  gratified. 

The  rpium  which  had  been  given  to  Jol- 
ter, together  with  the  wine  he  had  drank, 
produced  such  a  perturbation  in  his  fancy,  that 
he  was  visited  with  horrible  dreams,  and  among 
other  miserable  situations,  imagined  himself 
in  danger  of  perishing  in  the  flames,  which 
he  thought  had  taken  hold  on  his  apartment. 
This  vision  made  such  an  impression  upon 
his  faculties,  tliat  he  alarmed  the  whole  house 
with  the  repeated  cries  of  fire!  fire!  and  even 
leaped  out  of  his  bed,  tliough  he  still  contin- 
ued fast  asleep.  The  lovers  were  very  dis^ 
agreeably  disturbed  by  this  dreadful  exclama 
tion ;  and  Mrs  Hornbeck,  running  in  grea 
confusion  to  the  door,  had  the  mortification 
to  see  the  footman,  with  alight  in  his  hand, 
enter  her  husband's  chamber,  in  order  to  give 
him  notice  of  this  accident.  She  knew  that 
she  would  be  instantly  missed,  and  could 
easily  divine  the  consequence,  unless  her  in- 
vention could  immediately  trump  up  some 
plausible  excuse  for  her  absence. 

Women  are  naturally  fruitful  of  expedien':s 
in  cases  of  such  emergency:  she  employed 
but  a  few  seconds  in  recollection,  and  rush- 
ing directly  towards  the  apartmen^of  the 
governor,  who  still  continued  to  holoo  in  the 
same  note,  exclaimed,  in  a  screaming  tone, 
'♦  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us  !  where?  where"!' 
Bv  this  time  all  the  servants  were  assembled 
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.n  strange  altire  ;  IVrctrriiic  burst  into  Jolter's 
room,  and  seeing  liiiii  stalkinir  in  liis  shirt, 
ttitli  his  oycs  shut,  bestowed  such  a  slaj)  upon 
/lis  back,  as  in  a  moment  dissolved  his  dream, 
and  restored  him  to  the  use  of  his  senses. 
He  was  astonished  and  asliamed  at  being  dis- 
covered in  sucli  an  indecent  attitude  ;  and 
faking  rofiig-e  imder  tno  ck)thes,  asked  par- 
don ot'all  |)resent  for  the  disturbance  lie  liad 
occasioned;  soliciting  with  great  humility 
the  forgiveness  of  tlic  lady,  who,  to  a  mira- 
cle, counterfeited  the  utmost  agitation  of 
terror  and  surprise.  Meanwhile,  Ilornbeck 
being  awakened  by  the  repeated  elTbrts  of 
liis  man,  no  sooner  understood  that  his  wife 
was  missing,  than  all  the  cliimeras  of  jea- 
lousy taking  possession  of  his  imagination, 
he  started  up  in  a  sort  of  frenzy,  and  snatch- 
ing his  sword,  flew  straiglit  to  Peregrine's 
chamber;  where,  though  he  found  not  that 
which  lie  looked  for,  he  unluckily  perceived 
an  under-petticoat,  which  his  wife  had  for- 
got in  the  hurry  of  her  retreat.  This  dis- 
covery added  fuel  to  the  flame  of  his  resent- 
rient.  He  seized  the  fatal  proof  of  his  dis- 
honour, and  meeting  his  spouse  in  her  re- 
turn to  bed,  presented  it  to  her  view,  saying, 
with  a  most  e.\pressiv(!  countenance,  "Mad- 
am, you  have  dropped  your  under-petticoat 
in  the  next  room."  Mrs  Hornbeck,who  in- 
herited from  nature  a  most  admirable  pre- 
sence of  mind,  looked  earnestly  at  the  ob- 
ject in  question,  and,  with  incredible  seren- 
ity of  countenance,  affirmed  that  the  petti- 
roat  nuist  belong  to  tiie  house,  for  she  had 
n</nc  such  in  her  possession.  Peregrine, 
who  walked  behind  her,  hearing  this  asseve- 
ration, immediately  interposed,  and  pulling 
Hornbeck  by  the  sleeve  into  his  chamber, 
•'  Gads  zooks !"  said  he,  "  what  business  had 
you  with  that  petticoat?  Can't  yon  let  a 
young  fellow  enjoy  a  little  amour  with  an 
innkeeper's  daughter,  without  exi)osing  his 
infirmities  to  your  wife?  Pshaw!  it  is  ma- 
licious, because  you  liave  quitted  these  ad- 
ventures yourself,  to  spoil  the  sport  of  other 
people."  The  poor  husband  was  so  con- 
founded at  the  eflrontery  of  his  wife,  and 
this  cavalier  declaration  nf  the  young  man, 
that  his  faith  began  to  waver:  he  distrusted 
his  own  conscious  diffidence  of  temper,  which, 
that  he  might  not  expose,  ho  expressed  no 
doubts  of  Peregrine's  veracity,  but,  asking 
pardon  for  the  mistake  he  had  committed, 
retired.  Ho  was  not  yet  satisfied  with  the 
behaviour  of  his  ingenious  helpmate,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  determined  to  inquire  more  mi- 
nutely into  the  circumstances  of  this  adven- 
ture, which  turned  out  so  little  to  his  satis- 
taction,  that  he  ordered  his  servant  to  get 
every  thing  ready  for  his  departure  by  break 
of  day;  and  when  our  ariventurer  rose  next 
morning,  he  found  that  l.,s  fellow-travellers 
WCTR  gone  above  three  hours,  though  they 
had  agreed  to  stay  all  the  fonnoon,  with  a 
view  of  seeing  the  Prince  of  C'»nde's  palace, 
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and  to  |)rocced  altogether  for  Paris  in  the  uf 
ternoon. 

Peregrine  was  a  little  (chagrined  when  he 
nndorstood  that  he  was  so  suddenly  d('[)rivod 
of  this  untasted  morsel;  and  Jolter  could  not 
conceive  the  meaning  of  their  abrupt  and  un 
civil  disappearance,  which,  after  many  pro 
founl  conjectures,  he  accounted  for,  by  su[i- 
posi  ig  that  Hornbeck  was  some  sharper  whj 
liad  run  away  with  an  heiress,  whom  he  found 
it  necessary  to  conceal  from  the  inquiry  of 
her  friends. 

The  pupil,  who  was  well  assured  of  the 
true  motive,  allowed  his  governor  to  enjoy 
the  trium])h  of  his  own  penetration,  and  con- 
soled himself  witii  the  hope  of  seeing  his  Dul- 
cinca  again  at  some  of  the  public  places  in 
Paris,  which  he  proposed  to  frequent.  Thua 
comforted,  he  visited  the  magnificent  stables 
and  palace  of  Chaniilly,  and  immediately  af- 
ter dinner  they  set  out  for  Paris,  where  they 
arrived  in  the  evening,  and  hired  apartments 
at  a  hotel  in  the  fauxburgh  St  Germaine,  not 
far  from  the  playhouse. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

He  i.t  involved  in  an  advcnhtre  at  Paris 
and  taken  prisoner  by  tlie  citij-priard — 
becomes  acquainted  with  a  French  noble- 
man, ivho  introduces  him  in  the  beau 
monde. 

Thky  were  no  sooner  settled  in  these 
lodgings  than  our  hero  wrote  to  his  uncle  an 
account  of  their  safe  arrival,  and  sent  anothei 
letter  to  his  friend  Gauntlet,  with  a  very 
tender  billet  inclosed  for  his  dear  Emilia,  to 
whom  he  repeated  all  his  former  vows  of 
constancy  and  love. 

The  next  care  that  engrossed  him  was 
that  of  bespeaking  several  suits  of  clothes 
suitable  to  the  French  mode,  and  in  the 
mean  time  lie  never  appeared  abroad,  except 
in  the  English  coffee-house,  where  he  soon 
became  acquainted  with  some  of  his  own 
countrymen,  who  were  at  Paris  on  the  same 
footing  with  himself.  The  third  evening  after 
his  journey,  he  was  engaged  in  a  party  of 
those  young  sparks,  at  tiie  house  of  a  noted 
traiteur,  whose  wife  was  remarkably  hand- 
some, and  otherwise  extremely  well  qualified 
for  alluring  customers  to  her  house.  To 
this  lady  our  young  gentleman  was  introduced 
as  a  stranger  fresh  from  England;  and  he 
was  charmed  with  her  personal  accomplish- 
ments, as  well  as  with  the  freedom  and 
gaiety  of  her  conversation.  Her  frank 
deportment  persuaded  him  that  fdie  was  orie 
of  those  kind  creatures  who  granted  favours 
to  the  best  bidder;  on  this  supposition  he 
began  to  be  so  importunate  in  l«is  addresses, 
that  the  fair  bourgeoise  was  compelled  t 
cry  aloud  in  defence  of  her  own  virtue 
Her  husband  ran  immediately  to  her  assi.=t 
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ance,  and,  finding  her  in  a  very  alarming 
situation,  flew  upon  her  ravisher  with  such 
fury,  that  ho  was  fain  to  quit  his  prey,  and 
turn  against  the  exasperated  traiteur,  whom 
he  punished  without  mercy  for  his  impudent 
intrusion.  The  lady,  seeing  her  yoke-fellow 
treated  with  so  little  respect,  espoused  his 
cause,  and  fixing  her  nails  in  his  antagonist's 
face,  scarified  all  one  side  of  his  nose.  The 
noise  of  this  encounter  brought  all  the  ser- 
vants of  the  house  to  the  rescue  of  their 
master,  and  Peregrine's  company  opposing 
them,  a  general  battle  ensued,  in  which  the 
French  were  totally  routed,  the  wife  insulted, 
and  the  hu.sband  kicked  down  stairs. 

The  publican,  enraged  at  the  indignity 
wJiich  had  been  offered  to  him  and  his  family, 
went  out  into  the  street,  and  implored  the 
protection  of  the  guet,  or  city-guard,  which, 
iiaving  heard  his  complaint,  fixed  their  bayo- 
nets and  surrounded  the  door,  to  the  number 
of  twelve  or  fourteen.  The  young  gentle- 
men. Hushed  with  their  success,  and  consi- 
dering tlie  soldiers  as  so  many  London 
watchmen,  whom  they  had  often  put  to 
flight,  drew  their  swords,  and  sallied  out, 
with  Peregrine  at  their  head.  Whether  the 
guard  respected  them  as  foreigners,  or  inex- 
perienced youths  intoxicated  with  liquor, 
they  opened  to  right  and  left,  and  gave  them 
room  to  pass  without  opposition.  This 
complaisance,  which  was  the  effect  of  com- 
passion, being  misinterpreted  by  the  English 
leader,  he,  out  of  mere  wantonness,  attem])ted 
to  trip  up  the  heels  of  the  soldier  that  stood 
next  him,  but  failed  in  the  execution,  and 
received  a  blow  on  his  breast  with  the  butt 
end  of  his  fusil,  that  made  him  stagger  seve- 
ral paces  backward.  Incensed  at  this  auda- 
cious application,  the  whole  company  charged 
the  detachment  sword  in  hand,  and,  after 
an  obstinate  engagement,  in  which  divers 
wounds  were  given  and  received,  every  soul 
of  them  was  takenl  and  conveyed  to  the 
main-guard.  The  commanding  officer,  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of 
the  quarrel,  in  consideration  of  their  youth 
and  national  ferocity,  for  which  the  French 
make  large  allowances,  set  them  all  at  liberty, 
after  having  gently  rebuked  them  for  the 
irregularity  and  insolence  of  their  conduct : 
so  that  all  our  hero  acquired  by  his  cjallantry 
and  courage,  was  a  number  of  scandalous 
marks  upon  his  visage,  that  confined  him  a 
wliole  week  to  liis  chamber.  It  was  impos- 
Bible  to  cjnccal  this  disaster  from  Mr  Jolter, 
who  having  obtained  intelligence  of  the  par- 
ticulars, did  not  fail  to  remonstrate  against 
iJie  rashness  of  the  adventure,  which,  he 
obsrrved,  must  have  been  fatal  to  them,  had 
their  enemies  been  other  than  Frenchmen, 
who,  of  all  people  under  the  sun,  most  rigor- 
ously observe  the  laws  of  hospitality. 

As  the  governor's  acquaintance  lay  chiefly 
among  Irish  and  English  priests,  and  a  set 
of  low  people  who  live  by  making  themselves 


necessary  to  strangers,  either  in  teaching 
the  French  language,  or  executing  smalJ 
commissions  with  which  they  are  intrusted 
he  was  not  the  most  proper  person  in  the 
world  for  regulating  the  taste  of  a  young 
gentleman  who  travelled  for  improvement, 
in  expectation  of  making  a  figure  one  day 
in  his  own  country.  Being  conscious  of 
his  own  incapacity,  he  contented  himsol} 
with  the  office  of  a  steward,  and  kept  a 
faithful  account  of  all  the  money  that  was 
disbursed  in  the  course  of  their  family  ex- 
pense ;  not  but  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
all  the  places  which  were  visited  by  strangers 
on  their  first  arrival  at  Paris  ;  and  he  knew 
to  a  Hard  what  was  commonly  given  to  the 
Swiss  of  each  remarkable  hotel  ;  though, 
with  respect  to  the  curious  paintings  and 
statuary  that  every  where  abound  in  that 
metropolis,  he  was  more  ignorant  than  the 
domestic  that  attends  for  a  livre  a  day. 

In  short,  Mr  Jolter  could  give  a  very 
good  account  of  the  stages  on  the  road,  and 
save  the  expense  of  Antonini's  detail  of  thi> 
curiosities  in  Paris  ;  he  was  a  connoisseur 
in  ordinaries,  from  twelve  to  five-and-thirty 
livres,  knew  all  the  rates  of  a  fiacre  and 
remise,  could  dispute  with  a  taileur  or  a 
traiteur  upon  the  articles  of  his  bill,  and 
scold  the  servants  in  tolerable  French.  But 
the  laws,  customs,  and  genius  of  the  people, 
the  characters  of  individuals,  and  scenes  of 
polished  life,  were  subjects  which  he  had 
neither  opportunities  to  observe,  inclination 
to  consider,  nor  discernment  to  distingiush. 
All  his  maxims  were  the  suggestions  ol 
pedantry  and  prejudice  ;  so  that  his  percep- 
tion was  obscured,  his  judgment  biassed, 
his  address  awkward,  and  his  conversation 
absurd  and  unentertaining  ;  yet,  such  as  1 
have  represented  this  tutor,  is  the  greatest 
part  of  those  animals  who  lead  raw  boys 
about  the  world,  under  the  denomination  of 
travelling  governors.  Peregrine,  therefore, 
being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  thv 
extent  of  Mr  Jolter's  abilities,  never  dreamed 
of  consulting  him  in  the  disposition  of  his 
conduct,  but  parcelled  out  his  time  according 
to  the  dictates  of  his  own  reflection,  and  the 
information  and  direction  of  his  companions, 
who  had  lived  longer  in  France,  and  conse- 
quently were  better  acquainted  with  the 
pleasures  of  the  place. 

As  soon  as  he  was  in  a  condition  to 
appear  a  la  Francoise,  he  hired  a  genteel 
chariot  by  the  month,  made  the  tour  of  the 
Luxembourg  gallerj',  Palais  Royal,  all  the 
remarkable  hotels,  churches,  and  celebrated 
places  in  Paris ;  visited  St  Cloud,  Marli 
Versailles,  Trianon,  St  Germaine,  and 
Fountainbleau  ;  enjoyed  the  opera,  masque- 
rades, Italian  and  French  comeay  ;  and 
seldom  failed  of  appearing  in  the  public 
walks,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  Mrs  Elorn- 
beck,  or  some  adventure  suited  to  his  roman- 
tic disposition.     He  never  doubted  that  his 
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person  would  nttract  the  notice  of  some 
Jistinmiished  inamorata,  and  was  vain 
snou^i  to  believe  that  few  female  hearts 
were  able  to  resist  the  artillery  of  his  accom- 
pliehments,  should  ho  once  find  an  opportu- 
nity of  plantinjj  it  to  advantage.  He  pre- 
sented himself,  however,  at  all  the  spectacles 
for  many  weeks,  witiiout  reaping  the  fruits 
of  his  expectation;  and  began  to  entertain  a 
very  indifferent  idea  of  the  French  discern- 
ment, which  had  overlooked  him  so  long, 
when  one  day,  in  his  way  to  the  opera,  his 
ciiariot  was  stopped  by  an  embarrass  in  tiie 
street,  occasioned  by  two  ))oasanfs,  who, 
h.aving  driven  their  carts  against  each  other, 
qr.arrelled,  and  went  to  loggerheads  on  the 
spot.  Such  a  rencounter  is  so  uncommon 
111  France,  that  the  people  shut  np  their 
shops,  and  from  their  windows  threw  cold 
water  upon  the  combatants,  with  a  view  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  battle,  which  was 
maintained  with  great  fury  and  very  little 
skill,  until  one  of  them  receiving  an  acciden- 
tal fall,  the  other  took  the  advantage  of  this 
misfortune,  and  fastening  upon  him  as  he 
lay,  began  to  thump  tlie  jjavement  witli  his 
head.  Our  hero's  equipage  being  detained 
close  by  the  tield  of  this  contention.  Pipes 
could  not  bear  to  see  the  laws  of  boxing  so 
sc«ndalously  transgressed,  and,  leaping  from 
his  station,  pulled  the  offender  from  his 
antagonist,  whom  he  raised  up,  and,  in  the 
English  language,  encouraged  to  a  second 
9ssay,  instructing  him  at  the  same  time  by 
clenching  his  fists  according  to  art,  and  put- 
ting himself  in  a  proper  attitude.  Thus 
confirmed,  the  enraged  carman  sprung  upon 
his  foe,  and,  in  all  appearance,  would  have 
effectually  revenged  tlie  injury  he  had  sus- 
tained, if  he  had  not  been  prevented  by  the 
interposition  of  a  lacquey  belonging  to  a 
nobleman,  whose  coach  was  obliged  to  halt 
m  consequence  of  the  dispute.  This  foot- 
man,  who  was  distinguished  by  a  cane, 
descending  from  his  post,  without  the  least 
ceremony  or  expostulation,  began  to  employ 
his  weapon  upon  the  head  and  shoulders  of 
the  peasant  who  had  been  patronised  by 
Pipes  ;  upon  which  Thomas  resenting  such 
ungenerous  behaviour,  bestowed  such  a 
stomacher  upon  the  officious  intermeddler, 
as  discomposed  the  whole  economy  of  his 
entrails,  and  obliged  him  to  discharge  the 
interjection  ah  !  with  demonstrations  of 
great  anguish  and  amazement.  The  other 
two  footmen,  who  stood  behind  the  coach, 
seeing  their  fellow-servant  so  insolently 
assaulted,  flew  to  his  assistance,  and  rained 
a  most  disagreeable  shower  upon  the  head 
of  his  aggressor,  who  had  no  means  of 
diversion  or  defence.  Peregrine,  though  he 
did  not  approve  of  Tom's  conduct,  could 
not  bear  to  see  liim  so  roughly  handled, 
osperially  as  he  thought  his  own  honour 
concerned  in  the  fray,  and  therefore  quitting 
ais  n;achine,  came  to  the  rescue  of  his  at- 


tendant, and  charged  his  adversaries  sword 
in  hand.  Two  of  them  no  sooner  pv  rceivcd 
tliis  reinforcement  than  they  betook  theuv- 
selves  to  flight ;  and  Pipes,  having  twisted 
the  cane  out  of  the  hands  of  the  third, 
belaboured  him  so  unmercifully,  that  oui 
hero  thought  proper  to  interpose  his  avitho- 
rity  in  his  behalf  The  common  people 
stood  aghast  at  this  unpreccdent(>d  boldness 
of  Pickle,  who,  understanding  that  tiie  per- 
son whose  servants  he  had  disciplined  was 
a  general  and  prince  of  the  blood,  went  up  to 
the  coach,  and  asked  pardon  for  what  he  had 
done,  imputing  his  own  behaviour  to  his 
ignorance  of  the  other's  quality.  Tiic  old 
noblemen  acce])ted  of  his  apology  with  great 
politeness,  thanking  him  for  the  trouble  he 
liad  taken  to  reform  the  manners  of  his  do- 
mestics ;  and  guessing  from  our  youth's 
appearance,  that  he  was  some  stranger  of 
condition,  very  courteously  invited  him  into 
the  coach,  on  the  supposition  that  they  were 
both  going  to  the  opera.  Pickle  gladly 
embraced  this  opportunity  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  a  person  of  such  rank,  and, 
ordering  his  own  chariot  to  follow,  accom- 
panied the  count  to  his  loge,  where  he 
conversed  with  him  during  the  whole  enter- 
tainment. 

lie  soon  perceived  that  Peregrine  was  not 
deficient  in  spirit  or  sense  ;  and  seemed  par- 
ticularly pleased  with  his  engaging  manner 
and  easy  deportment,  qualifications  for  which 
the  English  nation  is  by  no  mcars  remarka- 
ble in  France,  and  therefore  the  more  con- 
sp.cuous  and  agreeable  in  the  character  of 
our  hero,  whom  the  nobleman  carried  home 
that  same  evening,  and  introduced  to  his  la- 
dy, and  several  persons  of  fashion,  wlio  sup- 
ped at  his  house.  Peregrine  was  quite  capti- 
vated by  their  affable  behaviour  and  the  vi- 
vacity of  their  discourse;  and  after  having 
beenhonoured  with  particular  marks  of  con- 
sideration, took  his  leave,  fully  determined 
to  cultivate  such  a  valuable  acquaintance. 

His  vanity  suggested,  that  now  the  time 
was  come  when  he  should  profit  by  his  tal- 
ents among  the  fair  sex,  on  whom  he  resolv- 
ed to  employ  his  utmost  art  and  address. 
With  this  view  he  assiduously  engaged  in  all 
parties  to  which  he  had  access  by  means  of 
liis  noble  friend,  who  let  slip  no  opportunity 
of  gratifying  his  ambition.  He,  foi  some 
time,  shared  in  all  his  amusements,  and  wai» 
entertained  in  many  of  the  best  families  o 
France  ;  but  he  did  not  long  enjoy  that  ele- 
vation of  hope,  which  had  flattered  his  im- 
agination. He  soon  perceived  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  maintain  the  lionovirablc 
connexions  he  had  made,  without  engaging 
every  day  at  quadrille,  or,  in  other  words, 
losing  his  money  ;  for  every  person  of  rani;, 
whether  male  or  female,  was  a  professed 
gamester,  who  knew  and  practised  all  the 
finesse  of  th(;  art,  of  which  he  was  entirely 
ignorant.     Besides,  he  began  to  find  himsek 
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a.  mere  novice  in  French  gallantry,  which  is 
supported  by  an  amazing  volubility  of  tongue, 
nn  obsequious  and  incredible  attention  to  tri- 
fles, a  surprising  facility  of  laughing  out  of 
j'ure  complaisance,  and  a  nothingness  of  con- 
versation, which  ho  could  never  attain.  In 
short,  our  hero,  who,  among  his  own  coun- 
trymen, would  have  passed  for  a  sprightly 
entertaining  fellow,  was  considered,  in  the 
brilliant  assemblies  of  France,  as  a  youth  of 
a  very  phlegmatic  disposition.  No  wonder, 
Ihen,  that  his  pride  was  mortified  at  his  own 
want  of  importance,  which  he  did  not  fail  to 
fiscribe  to  their  defect  in  point  of  judgment 
and  taste;  he  conceived  a  disgust  at  the  mer- 
cenary conduct,  as  well  as  the  shallow  intel- 
lects of  the  ladies ;  and,  after  he  had  spent 
some  months,  and  a  round  sum  of  money,  in 
fruitless  attendance  and  addresses,  ho  fairly 
quitted  the  pursuit,  and  consoled  himself 
with  the  conversation  of  a  merry  Jille  dejoie, 
v/hose  good  graces  he  acquired  by  an  allow- 
ance of  twenty  louis  per  month.  That  he 
might  the  more  easily  afford  this  expense,  he 
dismissed  his  chariot  and  French  lacquey  at 
the  same  time. 

lie  then  entered  himself  in  a  noted  acade- 
my, in  order  to  finish  his  exercises,  and  con- 
tracted an  acquaintance  with  a  few  sensible 
people,  whom  he  distinguished  at  the  coffee- 
house and  ordinary  to  which  he  resorted,  and 
who  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  improve- 
ment of  his  knowledge  and  taste;  for,  preju- 
dice apart,  it  must  be  owned  that  France 
abounds  with  men  of  consummate  honour, 
profound  sagacity,  and  the  most  liberal  educa- 
tion. From  the  conversation  of  such,  he  ob- 
tained a  distinct  idea  of>  their  government 
and  constitution  ;  and  though  he  could  not 
help  admiring  the  excellent  order  and  econ- 
omy of  their  police,  the  result  of  all  his  in- 
quiries was  self-congratulation  on  his  title  to 
the  privileges  of  a  British  subject.  Indeed 
this  invaluable  birthright  was  rendered  con- 
spicuous by  such  flagrant  occurrences,  which 
fell  every  "day  almost  under  his  observation, 
that  nothing  but  the  grossest  prejudice  could 
dispute  its  existence. 

CHAPTER  XL. 

X'^quircs  a  distinct  idea  of  the  French  po- 
vernmeiit — quarrels  with  a  mousqxietaire, 
whom  he  afterwards  Jifrhts  and  vanquish- 
es, after  havimr  punished  him  for  inter- 
fering in  his  amorous  recreations. 


their  neighbours,   and  do  j\ij*^Vj  'm  I  lie  con. 
stitution  under  which  they  Lv;, 

A  lady  of  distinguished  r]it,rtirA^r  having 
been  lampooned  by  some  ohst,v.re  scribbler, 
who  could  not  be  diBcoverc^,  tiio  ministry, 
in  consequence  of  h^r  complain'-,  ordered  n< 
fewer  than  fivc-and-twenty  abbes  to  be  ap* 
prehended  and  sent  to  the  Bastile,  on  the 
maxim  of  Herod,   when  he  commanded  the 
innocents  to  be  murdered,  hoping  that  the 
principal  object  of  his  cruelty  would  not  es- 
cape in  the  general  calamity ;  and  the  friend.^ 
of  those  unhappy  prisoners  durst  not  even 
complain  of  the  unjust  persecution,  but  shrug- 
ged up  their  shoulders,  and,  in  silence,  de- 
plored their  misfortune,  uncertai.i  whether  or 
not  they  should  ever  set  eyes  on  them  again. 
About  tlie  same  time  a  gentleman  of  fam- 
ily, who   had  been  oppressed  by  a   certain 
powerful  duke  that  livud  in  the  neighbour- 
hood,  found  means  to  be  introduced  to  the 
king,   who  receiving  his  petition  very  gra- 
ciously,  asked  in  wlkit  regiment  he  served, 
and,  when  the  memorialist  answered,  that  he 
had  not  the  honour  of  being  in  the  service, 
returned  the  paper  unopened,  and  refused  to 
hear  one  circumstance  of  his  complaint ;  so 
that,   far  from  being  redressed,  he  remained 
more  than  ever  exposed  to  the  tyranny  of  hia 
oppressor.     Nay,  so  notorious  is  the  discour- 
agement of  all  those  who  presume  to  live  in- 
dependent of  court  favour  and  connexions, 
that  one  of  the  gentlemen,  whose  friendship 
Peregrine  cultivated,   frankly  owned  he  was 
in  possession  of  a  most  romantic  place  in  one 
of  the  provinces,  and  deeply  enamoured  of 
a  country  life ;   and  yet  he  durst  not  reside 
upon  his  own  estate,  lest,  by  slackening  in 
his  attendance  upon  the  great,  who  honour- 
ed him  with  their  protection,  he  should  fall  a 
prey  to  some  rapacious  intendant. 

As  for  the  common  people,  they  are  so 
much  inured  to  the  scourge  and  insolence  of 
power,  that  every  shabby  subaltern,  every 
beggarly  cadet  of  the  noblesse,  every  low  ro 
tainer  to  the  court,  insults  and  injures  them 
with  impunity.  A  certain  ecuyer,  or  horse 
dealer,  belonging  to  the  king,  being  one  day 
under  the  hands  of  a  barber,  who  happened 
to  cut  the  head  of  a  pimple  on  his  face,  ho 
started  up,  and  drawing  his  sword,  wounded 
him  desperately  in  the  shoulder.  The  poor 
ti-adesman,  hurt  as  he  was.  made  an  effort 
to  retire,  and  was  followed  by  this  barbarous 
assassin,  who,  not  contented  with  the  ven- 
geance he  had  taken,  plunged  his  sword  a 
second  time  into  his  body,  and  killed  him  on 


the  spot.     Having  performed   ibis  inhnn\in 
Amo\g  many  other  instances  of  the  same  I  exploit,  he  dressed  himself  with  great  delib- 


fixture,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  ex- 
(libit  a  few  specimens  of  their  administration, 
which  I'.appened  during  his  abode  at  Paris, 
Jiat  those  who  have  not  the  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving for  themselves,  or  are  in  danger  of 
being  influenced  by  misrepresentation,  may 
ecmparo  their  own  condition  with  that  of 


eration,  and,  going  to  Versailles,  immediate- 
ly obtained  a  pardon  for  what  he  iiad  done; 
triumphing  in  his  brutality  with  such  inso- 
lence, that  the  very  next  time  he  had  occa- 
sion to  be  shaved,  ho  sat  with  his  sword  rea(^« 
drawn,  in  order  to  repeat  the  murder,  in  cab  j 
the   barber   should  commit  the   sa/ne   mi 
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take.  Yet  so  tamed  are  those  poor  people 
to  6ubjection,  that  when  Pero<rrine  mention- 
ed tliis  assastiination  to  his  own  trimmer,  witli 
expressions  of  horror  and  detestation,  tiie  in- 
fatuated wretcli  replied,  thatwithout  all  doubt 
it  was  a  misfortune,  but  it  proceeded  from 
Uie  gentleman's  jiassion  ;  and  observed,  by 
way  of  encomium  on  the  <,rovcrnmont,  that 
euch  vivacity  is  never  punished  in  France. 

A  few  days  after  this  oulrarrewas  oonunit- 
tcd,  our  youth,  who  was  a  professed  enemy 
to  all  oppression,  being  in  one  of  the  first 
logos  at  tlie  comedy,  was  eye-witness  of  an 
adventure,  vvhicli  filled  liini  with  indignation. 
A  tall  ferocious  fellow  in  the  parterre,  with- 
out the  least  provocation,  but  prompted  by 
the  mere  wantonness  of  pride,  took  liold  of 
the  hat  of  a  very  decent  young  man,  who 
happened  to  stand  before  iiim,  and  twirled  it 
round  upon  his  head.  The  party  tlius  of- 
fended turned  to  the  aggressor,  and  civilly 
asked  the  reason  of  such  treatment,  but  he 
received  no  answer;  and  when  he  looked  the 
other  way,  the  insult  was  repeated ;  upon 
which  he  expressed  his  resentment  as  became 
a  man  of  spirit,  and  desired  tiie  offender  to 
walk  out  with  him.  No  sooner  did  he  thus 
signify  his  intention,  than  his  adversary, 
swelling  witli  rage,  cocked  his  hat  fiercely  in 
his  face,  and  fixing  his  hands  in  his  sides, 
pronounced,  with  the  most  imperious  tone, 
— "Hark  ye,  Mr  Round  Periwig,  you  must 
know  that  I  am  a  mousquetaire."  Scarce 
had  this  awful  word  escaped  from  liis  lips, 
when  the  blood  forsook  the  lips  of  the  poor 
challenger,  who,  witii  the  most  abject  sub- 
mission, begged  pardon  for  his  presumption, 
and  with  ditHcuUy  obtained  it,  on  condition 
tiiat  he  should  immediately  quit  the  place. 
Having  thus  exercised  his  authority,  he  turn- 
ed to  one  of  his  companions,  and,  with  an  air 
of  disdainful  ridicule,  told  him  he  was  like 
to  have  had  an  affair  with  a  burgeois  ;  add- 
ing, byway  of  heightening  the  irony,  "Egad, 
I  believe  he's  a  physician." 

Our  hero  w.as  so  much  shocked  and  irri- 
tated at  this  licentious  behaviour,  that  he 
could  not  suppress  his  resentment,  which  he 
sianifested  by  saying  to  this  Hector, — "Sir, 
a  physician  may  be  a  man  of  honour."  To 
this  remonstrance,  which  was  delivered  witli 
a  very  significant  countenance,  the  mousqne- 
*.aire  made  no  other  reply,  but  that  of  echo- 
ing his  assertion  with  a  loud  laugh,  in  which 
he  was  joined  by  his  confederates.  Pere- 
ffrine,  glowing  with  resentment,  called  him 
a  Jaxfaron,  and  withdrew  in  expectation  of 
licit  g  followed  into  the  street.  The  other 
understood  the  hint,  and  a  rencounter  must 
liave  ensued,  had  not  the  officer  of  the  guard, 
who  overheard  what  passed,  prevented  tlieir 
meeting  by  putting  the  mousquetaire  immc- 
iliately  under  arrest.  Our  young  gentleman 
waited  at  the  do  )r  of  the  parterre,  until  he 
was  informed  of  this  interposition,  and  tiien 
veat  homo  vcr^y  much  chagSned  at  his  dis- 


appointment ;  for  he  was  an  utter  strangci 
to  fear  and  diflidence  on  those  occasions,  and 
had  set  his  hear*  upon  chastising  the  inso- 
lence of  this  bully,  who  had  treated  him  with 
such  disrespect. 

This  adventure  was  not  so  private  but  thai 
it  reached  the  cars  of  Mr  Joltcr,  by  the  ca. 
nal  of  some  English  gentlemen  who  were 
present  when  it  happened  ;  and  the  governor, 
who  entertained  a  most  dreadl'iil  idea  of  th(! 
mousquetaires,  being  alarmed  at  a  (piarrei, 
the  consequence  of  which  migiit  jirove  fatal 
to  his  charge,  waited  on  the  British  ambas- 
sador, and  begged  he  would  take  Peregrine 
under  his  immediate  protection.  His  ex- 
cellency having  heard  the  circumstances  of 
the  dispute,  sent  one  of  his  gentlemen  to  in- 
vite the  youth  to  diiin<:>r;  and,  after  having 
assured  him  that  he  might  dejjend  upon  his 
countenance  and  regard,  represented  the 
rashness  and  impetuosity  of  his  conduct  so 
much  to  his  conviction,  that  he  promised  to 
act  more  circumspectly  for  the  future,  and 
drop  all  thoughts  of  the  mousquetaire  froir* 
that  moment. 

A  few  days  after  he  had  taken  this  lauda- 
ble  resolution.  Pipes,  who  had  carried  a  bd- 
let  to  his  mistress,  informed  him  that  he  had 
perceived  a  laced  hat  lying  upon  a  marble 
slab  in  her  apartment;  and  that,  when  she 
came  out  of  her  own  chamber,  to  receive 
the  letter,  she  appeared  in  manifest  disorder. 

From  these  hints  of  intelligence,  our  young 
gentleman  suspected,  or  rather  made  no 
doubt  of  her  infidelity;  and,  being  by  this 
time  well  nigh  cloyed  with  possession,  was 
not  sorry  to  find  that  she  had  given  him  cause 
to  renounce  her  correspondence.  'J'liat  he 
might  therefore  detect  her  in  the  very  breacli 
of  duty,  and,  at  the  same  time,  punish  the 
gallant  who  had  the  presumption  to  invade, 
his  territories,  he  concerted  with  himself  a 
plan,  which  was  executed  in  this  man- 
ner.— During  his  next  interview  with  liiu 
Dulcinea,  far  from  discovering  the  least 
sign  of  jealousy  or  discontent,  he  afiect- 
ed  the  appearance  of  extraordinary  limd- 
ness;  and,  after  having  spent  the  after- 
noon with  the  show  of  uncommon  satisfai-- 
tion,  told  her  he  was  engaged  in  a  party  lur 
Fouiitainbieau,  and  would  set  out  from  Pans 
that  same  evening;  so  that  he  should  not 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  her  again  fi>r 
some  days. 

The  lady,  who  was  very  well  versed  in 
the  arts  of  her  occupation,  pretended  to  re- 
ceive this  picceof  news  with  great  afiliction, 
and  conjured  him,  with  sucii  marks  of  real 
tenderness,  to  return  as  soon  as  ])ossible  to 
her  longing  arms,  that  he  went  away  almost 
convinced  of  her  sincerity.  Determined, 
however,  to  prosecute  his  scheme,  he  ac'ii 
ally  departed  from  Paris  with  two  or  three 
gentlemen  of  his  acquaintance,  who  ha<? 
hired  a  remise  for  a  jaunt  to  VeI.^ailles;  and. 
having  accompanied  them  as  far  b.s  the  villatfx 
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tf  Passe,  returned  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  I  care  of  his  governor,  who  saw  the  mousquc- 


DH  foot. 

He  waited  patiently  till  midnight,  and  then 
arming  himself  with  a  case  of  pocket  pistols, 
and  attended  by  trusty  Tom,  with  a  cudgel  in 
his  hand,  repaired  to  the  lodgings  of  his  sus- 
pected inamorata.  Having  given  Pipes  his 
cue,  he  knocked  gently  at  the  door,  which 
vvaa  n  )  sooner  opened  by  the  lacquey,  than 
he  bolted  in,  before  the  fellow  could  recollect 
himself  from  the  confusion  occasioned  by  his 
Jinexpected  appearance ;  and,  leaving  Tom  to 
guard  the  door,  ordered  the  trembling  valet  to 
light  him  up  stairs  into  his  lady's  apartment. 
The  first  object  that  presented  itself  to  his 
view,  when  he  entered  the  anti-chamber,  was 
sword  upon  the  table,  which  he  immediately 
seized,  exclaiming  in  a  loud  and  menacing 
voice,  that  his  mistress  was  false,  and  then  in 
bed  with  another  gallant,  whom  he  would  in- 
stantly put  to  death.  This  declaration,  con- 
firmed with  many  terrible  onths,  lie  calculated 
for  the  hearing  ofhis  rival,  wlio,  understanding 
his  sanguinary  purpose,  started  up  in  great 
trepidation,  and,  naked  as  he  was,  dropped 
from  the  balcony  into  the  street,  while  Pere- 
grine thundered  at  the  door  for  admittance; 
and  guessing  his  design,  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  this  precipitate  retreat. 
Pipes,  who  stood  ceiitinel  at  the  door,  ob- 
serving the  fugitive  descend,  attacked  him 
v/ith  his  cudgel,  and  sweating  him  from  one 
end  of  the  street  to  the  other,  at  last  com- 
mitted him  to  the  guet,  by  whom  he  was  con- 
veyed to  the  officer  on  duty,  in  a  most  dis- 
graceful and  deplorable  condition. 

Meanwhile,  Peregrine  having  burst  open 
the  chamber  door,  found  the  lady  in  the  ut- 
most dread  and  consternation,  and  the  spoils 
of  her  favourite  scattered  about  the  room ; 
but  his  resentment  was  doubly  gratified,  when 
he  learnt,  upon  inquiry,  that  the  person  who 
nad  been  so  disagreeably  interrupted,  was 
no  other  than  that  individual  mousquetaire, 
with  whom  he  had  quarrelled  at  the  come- 
dy. He  upbraided  the  nymph  with  her  per- 
fidy and  ingratitude,  and,  telling  her  that  she 
must  not  e.xpect  the  continuance  of  his  re- 
gard, or  the  appointments  which  she  had 
hitherto  enjoyed  from  his  bounty,  went  home 
to  his  own  lodgings,  overjoyed  at  the  issue 
of  the  adventure. 

The  soldier,  exasperated  at  the  disgrace 
he  had  undergone,  as  well  as  at  the  outra- 
geous insult  of  the  English  valet,  whom  he 
believed  his  master  had  tutored  for  the  pur- 
pose, no  sooner  extricated  himself  from  the 
oporobrious  situation  he  had  incurred,  than, 
lireathing  vengeance  against  the  author  of 
the  aflront,  he  came  to  Peregrine's  apartment, 
and  demanded  satisfaction  upon  the  ramparts 
next  morning  before  sun-rise.  Our  hero  as- 
sured him  he  would  not  fail  to  pay  his  re- 
spects to  him  at  the  time  and  place  appointed; 
and,  fijreseoing  t-  Kit  he  might  be  prevented 
from  kc  ?ping  this  3ngagcment  by  the  officious 


taire  come  in.  he  told  Mr  Joker  that  the 
Frenchman  had  visited  him  in  consequence 
of  an  order  he  had  received  from  his  supe- 
riors, to  make  an  apology  for  his  rude  beha- 
viour to  him  in  the  playliouse,  and  that  they 
had  parted  good  friends.  This  assurance, 
together  with  I'ickle's  very  tranquil  and  un. 
concerned  behaviour  through  the  day,  quiet 
cd  the  terrors  which  had  begun  to  take  poe 
session  of  his  tutor's  imagination  ;  so  that 
the  youth  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  him 
the  slip  at  night,  when  he  betook  himself  to 
the  lodgings  of  a  friend,  whom  he  engaged 
as  his  second,  and  with  whom  he  immedialeiy 
took  the  field,  in  order  to  avoid  the  search 
which  Jolter,  upon  missing  him,  might  set  oi: 
font. 

Tiiis  was  a  necessary  precaution  ;  for,  as 
he  did  not  appear  at  supper,  and  Pipes,  who 
usually  attended  him  in  his  excursions,  could 
give  no  account  of  his  motions,  the  governor 
was  dreadfully  alarmed  at  his  absence,  and 
ordered  his  rnan  to  run  in  quest  of  his  master 
to  all  the  places  which  he  used  to  frequent, 
while  he  himself  went  to  the  commissaire, 
and,  communicating  his  suspicions,  was  ac- 
commodated with  a  party  of  the  horse  guards, 
who  patroled  round  all  the  environs  of  the 
city,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  rencoun- 
ter. Pipes  might  have  directed  them  to  the 
lady,  by  whose  information  they  coidd  have 
learnt  the  name  and  lodging  of  the  mousque- 
taire, and,  if  he  had  been  apprehended,  the 
duel  would  not  have  happened  ;  but  he  did 
not  chuse  to  run  the  risk  of  disobligmg  his 
master,  by  intermeddling  in  the  affiiir,  and 
was  moreover  very  desirous  that  the  French- 
man should  be  humbled ;  f'^r  ho  never  doubt- 
ed that  Peregrine  was  more  than  a  match 
for  any  two  men  in  France.  In  this  confi- 
dence, therefore,  he  sought  his  master  with 
great  diligence,  not  with  a  view  of  disap- 
pointing his  intention,  but  in  order  to  attend 
him  to  the  battle,  that  he  might  stand  by  him 
and  see  justice  done. 

While  this  inquiry  v/as  carried  on,  our 
hero  and  his  companion  concealed  themselves 
among  some  weeds  that  grew  on  the  edge 
of  the  parapet,  a  few  yards  from  the  spot 
where  he  had  agreed  to  meet  the  mousque- 
taire ;  and  scarce  had  the  morning  rendered 
objects  distinguishable,  when  they  perceived 
their  men  advancing  boldly  to  the  place. 
Peregrine,  seeing  them  approach,  sprung 
forward  to  the  ground,  that  he  might  have 
the  glory  of  anticipating  his  antagonist ;  and, 
swords  being  drawn,  ail  four  were  engaged 
in  a  twinkling.  Pickle's  eagerness  had  well 
nigh  cost  him  his  life  ;  for,  without  minding 
his  footing,  he  flew  directly  lo  his  opposite, 
and  stumbling  over  a  stone,  was  wounded  on 
one  side  of  his  head,  before  he  could  recover 
his  attitude.  Far  from  being  dispirited  at 
this  check,  it  served  only  to  animate  him  the 
more ;  being  endowed  with  uncommon  agi) 
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rty,  he  retrieved  his  posture  in  a  moment, 
and,  liaviiig  i)arried  a  second  thrust,  returned 
l!ic  lunjre  witli  siicli  incredible  speed,  that 
ihc  soldier  had  not  time  to  resume  his  guard, 
but  was  imnu'diatc'ly  run  through  the  bend 
of  his  right  arm,  and  'le  sword  dropping  out 
jf  his  hand,  our  hero's  victory  was  comijlcte. 

Having  dispatrli(>(i  ir.s  own  business,  and 
received  the  acknowledgment  ot'  his  adver- 
?«ry,  wlio,  with  a  look  ot"  inlinite  morlitica- 
tion,  observed,  that  his  was  the  fortune  of 
the  day,  he  ran  to  part  the  seconds,  just  as 
t.'ie  weapon  was  twisted  out  of  his  compan- 
ion's liand :  upon  which  he  took  his  place, 
and,  in  all  likelihood,  an  obstinate  dispute 
would  have  ensued,  had  they  not  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  guard,  at  siglit  of  whom  the 
'.wo  Frenchmen  scamj)cred  off.  Our  young 
gentleman  and  his  friend  allowed  themselves 
to  be  taken  prisoners  by  the  detachment, 
wliich  had  been  sent  out  for  that  purpose, 
and  were  carried  before  tlse  magistrate,  who, 
having  sharply  reprimanded  them  for  pre- 
suming to  act  in  contempt  of  the  laws,  set 
them  at  liberty,  in  consideration  of  their 
being  strangers,  cautioning  them,  at  the  same 
time,  to  beware  of  such  exploits  for  the 
future. 

When  Peregrine  returned  to  his  own  lodg- 
ings. Pipes,  seeing  the  blood  trickling  down 
upon  his  master's  neck-cloth  and  solitaire, 
gave  evident  tokens  of  surprise  and  concern, 
nut  for  the  consequences  of  the  wound,  which 
lie  diJ  not  su[)pose  dangerous,  but  for  the 
»lory  of  Old  England,  which  he  was  afraid 
had  suffered  in  tlie  engagement;  for  he  could 
not  help  saying,  with  an  air  of  chagrin,  as 
lie  followed  the  youth  into  his  chamber, 
"  I  do  suppose  as  how  you  gave  that  lubberly 
Frenchman  as  good  as  he  brought." 


CHAPTER  XLI. 

Mr  Joltcr  threatens  to  leave  him  on  ac- 
count of  his  jnisconduct,  which  he  pro- 
mises to  rectify — but  his  resolution  is 
defeated  by  the  impptuositij  of  his  pas- 
sions— he  meets  accidentally  with  Mrs 
Ilornheck,  who  elopes  with  him  from  her 
husband,  but  is  restored  by  the  inter- 
position of  the  British  ambassador. 

Thovcii  Mr  Jolter  was  extremely  well 
jileased  at  the  safety  of  his  pupil,  he  could 
not  forgive  him  for  the  terror  and  anxiety  he 
had  undergone  on  his  account ;  and  roundly 
loldhim,  tliat,notwithstandingthe  inclination 
and  attachment  he  had  to  his  person,  he 
would  immediately  depart  for  England,  if 
ever  he  should  hear  of  his  being  involved  in 
such  another  adventure  ;  for  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  he  would  sacrifice  his  own 
quiet  to  an  unreq  litod  regard  for  one  who 
Beemed  determined  to  kecj)  him  in  continued 
nneasriness  and  api>rel'.ension. 

Q. 


To  this  declaration  Pickle  made  answer, 
that  ]Mr  Jolter,  by  this  time,  ought  to  be 
convinced  of  the  attention  he  ha<l  always 
j)aid  to  his  ease  and  satisfaction  ;  since  he 
well  knew,  that  he  had  ever  looked  upon 
him  in  the  light  of  a  friend,  rather  than  as  a 
counsellor  or  tutor,  and  desired  his  com|)a'.iy 
in  France,  with  a  view  of  promoting  his  in- 
terest, not  for  any  enioluiiient  he  could  expect 
from  his  instruction.  Tliis  being  the  case, 
he  was  at  liberty  to  consult  his  own  inclina- 
tions, with  regard  to  going  or  staying;  ihcugh 
he  could  not  help  owning  himself  obliged  by 
the  concern  he  expressed  for  his  safety,  and 
would  endeavour,  for  his  own  sake,  to  avoid 
giving  him  any  cause  of  disturbance  in  time 
to  come. 

No  man  was  more  capable  of  moralizing 
upon  Peregrine's  misconduct  than  himself; 
his  reflections  wore  extremely  just  and  saga- 
cious, and  attended  with  no  other  disadvan- 
tage but  that  of  occurring  too  late.  He 
projected  a  thousand  salutary  schemes  of 
deportment,  but,  like  other  in-qjectors,  ho 
never  hud  interest  enough  with  the  ministry 
of  his  passions  to  bring  any  one  of  them  to 
bear,  lie  had,  in  the  heyday  of  his  gallantry, 
received  a  letter  from  his  friend  Gauntlet, 
with  a  kind  postscript  from  his  charming 
Emilia:  but  it  arrived  at  a  very  unseasonable 
juncture,  when  his  imagination  was  engross- 
ed by  conquests  that  more  agreeably  flatter- 
ed his  ambition ;  so  that  he  could  not  find 
leisure  and  inclination,  from  that  day,  to  ho- 
nour the  correspondence  wiiicli  he  himself 
had  solicited.  His  vanity  had  by  this  time 
disapproved  of  the  engagement  he  had  con- 
tracted in  the  rawness  •■'nd  inexperience  of 
youth ;  suggesting,  that  he  was  born  to  make 
such  an  important  ligure  in  life  as  ought  to 
raise  his  ideas  above  the  consideration  of 
any  such  middling  connexions,  and  fix  his 
attention  upon  objects  of  the  most  sublime 
attraction.  These  dictates  of  ridiculous  pride 
had  almost  effaced  the  remembrance  of  \n^ 
amiable  mistress,  or  at  least  so  far  warped 
his  morals  and  integrity,  that  he  actually 
began  to  conceive  hopes  of  her  altogether 
unworthy  of  his  own  character  and  her  de- 
serts. 

Meanwhile,  being  destitute  of  a  toy  for  the 
dalliance  of  his  idle  hours,  he  employed  sev- 
eral spies,  and  almost  every  day  made  a  tour 
of  the  public  places  in  person,  with  a  view 
of  procuring  intelligence  of  Mr  Hornbeck, 
with  whose  wife  he  longed  to  have  another 
interview.  In  this  course  of  expectation  nr,d 
he  exercised  himself  a  whole  fortnight,  wIk.'u, 
chancing  to  be  at  the  hospital  of  invalids, 
with  a  gentleman  lately  arrived  tV..in  Eng- 
land, he  no  sooner  entered  the  church,  than 
he  perceived  this  lady,  attended  by  her  spouse, 
who,  at  the  sight  of  our  hero,  changed  co!- 
our,  and  looked  another  way,  in  order  to  dis 
courage  any  communication  between  thei". 
Rut  the  young  man,  who  was  not  fo  easil* 
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repulsed,  advanced  with  great  assurance  to 
Ills  fellow-traveller,  and,  taking  him  by  tlie 
liand,  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  this  un- 
expected meeting,  kindly  upbraiding  him  for 
his  precipitate  retreat  from  Chantilly.  Be- 
fore Hornheck  could  make  any  reply,  he 
uent  up  to  his  wife,  whom  lie  complimented 
m  the  same  manner,  assuring  her,  with  some 
Eignificant  glances,  he  was  extremely  morti- 
fied that  she  had  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
pay  his  respects  to  her  on  his  first  arrival  at 
Paris  ;  and  then,  turning  to  her  husband,  who 
thouglit  proper  to  keep  close  to  him  in  this 
conference,  begged  to  know  where  he  could 
have  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  him  ;  ob- 
Kerving,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  himself 
lived  a  I' Academic  de  Palfrenier. 

Mr  Hornbeck,  without  making  any  apology 
for  his  elopement  on  the  road,  thanked  Mr 
Pickle  for  his  complaisance  in  a  very  cool 
und  disobliging  manner,  saying,  that  as  he 
intended  to  shitl  his  lodgings  in  a  day  or  two, 
he  could  not  expect  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
him  until  he  should  be  settled,  when  he  would 
call  at  the  academy,  and  conduct  him  to  his 
new  habitation. 

-  Pickle,  who  was  not  unacquainted  with  the 
sentiments  of  this  jealous  gentleman,  did  not 
put  much  confidence  in  his  promise,  and 
therefore  made  divers  efforts  to  enjoy  a  little 
private  conversation  with  his  wife  ;  but  he 
was  baffled  in  all  his  attempts  by  the  inde- 
fatigable vigilance  of  her  keeper,  and  reaped 
no  other  in;mediate  pleasure  from  this  acci- 
dental meeting  than  that  of  a  kind  squeeze 
while  he  handed  her  into  the  coach.  How- 
ever, as  he  had  been  witness  to  some  instan- 
ces of  her  invention,  and  was  no  stranger  to 
the  favourable  dis])osition  of  her  heart,  he 
entertained  some  faint  hopes  of  profiting  by 
iier  understanding,  and  was  not  deceived  in 
his  expectations ;  for,  the  very  next  after- 
noon, a  Savoyard  called  at  the  academy,  and 
put  the  following  billet  into  his  hand. 

"Coind  sur,  heaving  the  playsure  of  meal- 
ing with  you  at  the  ofspital  of  anvillieads,  I 
take  this  lubbertea  of  latin  you  know,  that  I 
lotch  at  the  hottail  de  May  cong  dangle  rouy 
Doghouseten,  with  two  postis  at  the  gait,  nay- 
their  of  um  very  hole,  ware  I  shall  be  at  the 
windore,  if  in  kais  you  v.'ill  be  so  good  as  to 
pass  that  way  at  sicks  a  cloak  in  the  heaven- 
ing,  when  Mr  Hornbeck  goes  to  the  Calf  hay 
de  Contca.  Prey  for  the  loaf  of  Geesus  keep 
this  from  the  nolegs  of  my  hussban,  ells  he 
will  make  me  loed  a  hell  upon  urth.  Being  all 
from,  deer  sur,  yoiir  most  umbell  servan  wile 
"Debouah  Hornbeck." 

Our  young  gentleman  was  ravished  at  the 
receipt  of  this  elegant  epistle,  which  was  di- 
rected A  Monsr  Monsr  Pickell,  a  la  Gad- 
damme  de  Paul  Freny,  and  did  not  fail  to 
obey  the  summons  at  the  hour  of  assigna- 
:ion  ;  when  the  lady,  true  to  her  appointment, 
beckoned  him  up  stairs,  and  he  had  the  good 
"brtuno  to  be  admitted  unseen 


After  the  first  transports  of  theii  mutuai 
joy  at  meeting,  she  told  him  that  her  bus- 
band  had  been  very  surly  and  cross  ever  sine? 
the  adventure  at  Chantilly,  which  he  )iad  no' 
yet  digested;  that  he  had  laid  severe  injunc- 
tions upon  her  to  avoid  all  commerce  witli 
Pickle,  and  even  threatened  to  ."^ihut  her  up  in 
a  convent  for  life,  if  ever  she  should  discoxtr 
the  least  inclination  to  renew  that  acquaint- 
ance; tliat  she  had  been  cooped  up  in  hei 
chamber  since  her  arrival  at  Paris,  without 
being  permitted  to  see  the  place,  or  indeed 
any  company,  except  that  of  her  landlady, 
whose  language  siie  did  not  understand  ;  sc 
that  her  spirit  being  broke,  and  her  health 
impaired,  he  was  prevailed  upon,  some  days 
ago,  to  indulge  her  in  a  few  airings,  during 
which  she  had  seen  the  gardens  of  the  Lux- 
embourg, the  Thuillerics,  and  Palais  Royal, 
though  at  those  times  when  there  was  no 
company  in  the'walks  ;  and  that  it  was  in  one 
of  those  excursions  she  had  the  happiness  of 
meeting  with  him.  Finally,  she  gave  him  to 
understand,  tb.at,  rather  than  continue  longer 
under  such  confinemient,  with  the  man  whom 
she  could  not  love,  she  would  instantly  give 
him  the  slip,  and  put  herself  under  the  pro- 
tection of  her  lover. 

Rash  and  unthinking  as  this  declaratioi; 
might  be,  the  young  gentleman  was  so  much 
of  a  gallant,  that  he  would  not  baulk  the  lady'e 
inclinations,  and  too  infatuated  by  his  pas 
sion  to  foresee  the  consequences  of  such  i 
dangerous  step.  He  therefore,  v.itiiout  lies- 
itation,  embraced  the  proposal ;  and  the  coas'. 
being  clear,  they  sallied  into  the  street,  wher-j 
Peregrine  called  a  fiacre,  and  ordered  tue 
coachman  to  drive  them  to  a  tavern  :  but, 
knowing  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  con- 
ceal her  from  the  search  of  the  lieutenant  de 
police,  if  she  should  remain  within  the  v.^alls 
of  Paris,  he  hired  a  remise,  and  carried  her 
that  same  evening  to  Villejuif,  about  four 
leagues  from  town,  where  he  staid  with  her 
all  night;  and,  having  boarded  her  on  a  gen- 
teel pension,  and  settled  the  economy  of  hi^ 
future  visits,  returned  next  day  to  his  own 
lodgings. 

While  he  thus  enjoyed  his  success,  he' 
husband  endured  the  tortures  of  the  damned. 
When  he  returned  from  the  coffeehouse,  anc* 
understood  that  his  wife  had  eloped,  withoul 
being  perceived  by  any  person  in  the  l"amily, 
he  began  to  rave  and  foam  with  rage  and 
jealousy,  and  in  the  fury  of  distraction  ac- 
cused the  landlady  of  being  an  accomplice  in 
her  escape,  threatening  to  complain  of  her 
to  the  commissaire.  The  woman  could  no» 
conceive  how  Mrs  Hornbeck,  who  she  knew 
was  an  utter  stranger  to  the  French  lan- 
guage, and  kept  no  sort  of  company,  could 
elude  the  caution  of  her  liusband,  and  find 
any  refuge  in  a  place  where  she  had  no  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  began  to  suspect  the  lodg- 
er's emotion  was  no  other  than  an  aficcted 
passion  to  conceal  his  own  practices  upcu 
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ais  wile,  who  had  perhaps  fiillon  a  sacrilice 
to  his  jealous  disposition.  She  ihercforc 
spared  liiin  the  trouble  of  putting  his  menaces 
into  execution,  by  froinif  to  tlie  magistrate 
without  any  further  deliberation,  and  giving 
an  account  of  what  she  knew  concerning  this 
Qiystcrious  allliir,  witli  certain  insiiuiations 
tgainst  Mr  llornbeck's  cliaractor,  which  she  I 
represented  as  peevish  and  capricious  to  the 
ra*t  degree.  | 

While  she  thus  anticipated  the  purpose  of 
the  plaint ilf,  her  information  was  interrupted 
oy  the  arrival  of  the  party  him.self,  whoexiiibit- 
ed  his  complaint  witli  ^ich  evident  marks  of 
{)erturbalion,  anger,  and  impatience,  that  the 
commissaire  could  easily  perceive  that  he  .had 
no  share  in  the  disappearance  of  his  wife;  and 
directed  them  to  the  lieutenant  de  police, 
whose  province  it  is  to  take  cognizance  of 
such  occurrences.  This  gentleman,  who  pre- 
sides over  the  city  of  Paris,  having  heard  the 
particulars  of  llornbeck's  misfortune,  asked 
if  he  suspected  any  individual  person  as  the 
seducer  of  his  yoke-tellow,  and,  wiicn  he 
mentioned  Peregrine  as  the  object  of  his  sus- 
picion, granted  a  warrant,  and  a  detachment 
of  soldiers,  to  search  for  and  retrieve  the  fu- 
gitive. 

The  husband  conducted  them  immediately 
to  the  academy  where  our  hero  lodged,  and 
saving  rummaged  the  whole  place,  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  Mr  Joker,  without  finding 
cither  his  wife  or  the  suppoFcd  ravisher,  ac- 
companied them  to  all  the  public  houses  in  the 
fauxbourg ;  which  having  examined  also  with- 
out success,  he  returned  to  the  magistrate  in 
a  state  of  despair,  and  obtained  a  promise  of 
his  making  such  an  effectual  inquiry,  that,  in 
three  days  ho  should  have  an  account  of  her, 
provided  she  was  alive,  and  within  the  walls 
of  Paris. 

Our  adventurer,  who  had  foreseen  all  this 
disturbance,  was  not  at  all  surprised,  when 
his  governor  told  him  what  had  happeiicd, 
and  conjured  him  to  restore  the  woman  to 
the  right  owner,  with  many  pathetic  remon- 
strances touching  the  heinous  sin  of  adultery, 
the  distraction  of  the  unfortunate  husband, 
and  the  danger  of  incurring  the  resentment 
of  an  arbitrary  government,  which,  upon  ap- 
plication being  made,  would  not  fail  of  es- 
pousing the  cause  of  the  injured.  He  denied, 
with  great  effrontery,  that  he  had  the  least 
concern  in  the  mrJter,  pretended  to  regret 
the  deportment  of  Hornbeck,  whom  he  threat- 
ened to  chastii^e  for  his  scandalous  suspicion, 
and  expressed  his  displeasure  at  the  credulity 
of  Jolter,  who  seemed  to  doubt  the  veracity 
of  ids  asseveration. 

NotwiLlistanding  this  confident  behaviour, 
Jolter  could  not  help  entertaining  doubts  of 
his  sincerity  ;  and,  visiting  the  disconsolate 
swain,  begged  he  would,  for  the  honour  of 
his  country,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  his 
Dwn  reputation,  discontinue  his  addresses  to 
Jie  lioi'tenant  do  jjolice,  ar-J  apply  to  the 
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British  ambassador,  who,  by  dint  of  friendly 
admonitions,  would  certainly  prevail  upon 
JMr  Pickl(!  to  do  him  all  the  justice  in  his 
power,  if  he  was  really  the  author  of  the  in- 
jury he  had  sustained.  Tlie  governor  urged 
this  advice  with  the  appearance  of  so  much 
symi)athy  and  concern,  promising  to  co-ope- 
rate witli  all  his  inilucnce  in  his  behalf,  thnt 
Hornbeck  embraced  th(>  proposal,  communi- 
cated his  purpose  to  the  magi.'?lrat(^  who 
commended  the  resolution  as  the  most  decent 
and  desirable  expedient  he  could  use,  and 
then  waited  upon  his  excellency,  who  readilv 
espoused  his  cause,  and  sending  for  the 
young  gentleman  that  same  evening,  read 
him  such  a  lecture  in  private,  as  e.xlortcd  a 
confession  of  the  whole  afiair.  Not  that  he 
assailed  him  with  sour  and  supercilious 
maxims,  or  severe  rebuke,  because  he  had 
penetration  enough  to  discern  that  Pere- 
grine's disposition  was  impregnable  to  all 
such  attacks  ;  but  he  first  of  all  rallied  him 
upon  his  intriguing  genius,  then,  in  a  humor- 
ous manner,  described  the  distraction  of  the 
poor  cuckold,  who,  he  owned,  v/as  justly 
punished  for  the  absurdity  of  his  conduct ; 
and,  lastly,  upon  the  supposition  that  it  would 
be  no  great  effort  in  Pickle  to  part  with  such 
a  con(|uest,  especially  after  it  had  been  for 
some  time  possessed.  He  represented  the 
necessity  and  expediency  of  restoring  her, 
not  only  out  of  regard  to  his  own  character, 
and  that  of  his  nation,  but  also  witli  a  view 
to  ins  ease,  which  would  in  a  little  timo  be 
very  much  invaded  by  such  an  incumbranc<;, 
that  in  all  probability  would  involve  him  in 
a  thousand  difiicullies  and  disgusts.  Be- 
sides,  he  assured  him,  tliat  ho  was  already 
by  order  of  the  lieutenant  de  police,  surround 
ed  with  spies,  wiio  would  watch  all  h. 
motions,  and  immediately  discover  the  re 
treat  in  which  lie  iiad  dis])osed  of  ids  prize 
Tliosc  arguments,  and  the  frank  familiar 
manner  in  which  they  were  delivered,  bur, 
above  all,  the  last  consideration,  induced 
tiie  young  gentleman  to  disclose  the  wliole 
of  ills  proceedings  to  the  ambassador,  and 
promised  to  be  governed  by  his  direction, 
provided  the  lady  should  not  suf!'er  for  tlie 
step  she  had  taken,  but  be  received  by  her 
husband  with  due  reverence  and  respect. 
These  stipulations  being  agreed  to,  lie  un- 
dertook to  produce  her  in  eight-aiid-forty 
hours  ;  and  taking  coach,  immediately  drove 
to  the  place  of  lier  residence,  where  lie  spent 
a  whole  day  and  a  night  in  convincing  her 
of  the  impossibility  of  tlicir  enjoying  eacli 
other  in  that  manner.  Then,  returning  to 
Paris,  1)0  delivered  her  into  the  hands  of  the 
ambassador,  vvlio.  liaving  assured  her  that 
she  might  depend  upon  Iiis  friendship  and 
protection,  in  case  slie  should  find  liorsclf 
aggrieved  bv  the  jealous  temper  ot  Mr  Horn- 
beck, restored  her  to  her  legitimate  lord, 
whom  he  counselled  to  exempt  her  from  that 
restraint  wiiich  in  all  probability  had  hnov 
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Lhe  cause  of  her  elopement,  and  endeavour 
lo  conciliate  her  affection  by  tender  and 
respectful  usage. 

The  husband  behaved  with  great  humility 
and  ccmpliance,  protesting  that  his  chief 
study  snould  be  to  contrive  parties  for  her 
pleasure  and  satisfaction.  IBut  no  sooner 
did  he  regain  possession  of  his  stray  sheep, 
than  he  locked  her  up  more  closely  than 
ever ;  and,  after  having  revolved  various 
schemes  for  her  reformation,  determined 
to  board  her  in  a  convent,  under  the  inspec- 
.i«jn  of  a  prudent  abbess,  who  should  super- 
intend her  morals,  and  recal  her  to  the  paths 
of  virtue,  which  she  had  forsaken.  With 
tiiis  view  he  consulted  an  English  priest  of 
his  acquaintance,  who  advised  him  to  settle 
her  in  a  monastery  at  Lisle,  that  she  might 
be  as  far  as  possible  from  the  machinations 
of  her  lover  ;  and  gave  him  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation to  the  superior  of  a  certain  convent 
in  that  place,  for  which  Mr  Hornbeck  set 
out  in  a  few  days  with  his  troublesome  charge. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 

Veres^rine  resolves  to  return  to  England — 
is  diverted  loith  the  odd  characters  of  two 
of  his  coiintrijmen,  with  lohom  he  con- 
tracts an  acquaintance  in  the  apartments 
of  the  Palais  Royal. 


Tn  the  mean  time,  our  hero  received  a  letter 
from  his  aunt,  importing  that  the  commodore 
was  in  a  very  declining  way,  and  longed 
much  to  see  him  at  the  garrison  ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  he  heard  from  his  sister,  who 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  the  young 
gentleman  who  had  for  some  time  made  his 
addresses  to  her,  was  become  very  pressing 
m  his  solicitations  ;  so  that  she  wanted  to 
know  in  what  manner  she  should  answer 
!:is  repeated  entreaties.  These  two  consi- 
derations determined  the  young  gentleman  to 
return  to  his  native  country,  a  resolution 
that  was  far  from  being  disagreeable  to  Jolter, 
who  knew  that  the  incumbent  on  a  living 
which  was  in  the  gift  of  Trunnion  w.is  extreme- 
ly  old,  and  that  it  would  be  his  interest  to  be 
upon  the  spot  at  the  said  incumbent's  decease. 
Peregrine,  who  had  resided  about  fifteen 
months  in  France,  thought  he  was  nov/  sutTi- 
ciently  cjualifiod  for  eclipfung most  of  his  con- 
temporaries in  England,  and  therefore  prepar- 
ed for  his  departure  with  infinite  alacrity,  be- 
infr  moreover  inflamed  with  the  most  ardent 
dcBire  of  revisiting  his  friends,  and  renevving 
his  connexions,  particularly  with  Emilia, 
ivhose  heart  he,  by  this  time,  thought  he  was 
able  to  reduce  on  his  own  terms. 

As  he  proposed  to  make  the  tour  of  Flan- 
dere  and  Holland  in  his  return  to  England, 
he  resolved  to  stay  at  Paris  a  week  or  two 
after  his  affairs  wore  settled,  in  hope  of 
finding  some  agreeable  companion  disposed 


for  the  same  journey  ;  and,  in  ordei  to  icfresli 
his   memory,   made   a  second  circuit  round 
all   the    places   in  that   capital,  where  any 
curious  production  of  art  is  to  be  seen.     In 
the  course  of  this  second   examination,  he 
chanced  to  enter  the  Palais  Royal,  just  as. 
two  gentlemen  alighted  from  a  fiacre  at  the 
gate ;   and  all  three  being  admitted  at  the 
same  time,  he  soon  perceived  that  the  stran- 
gers   were    of  his    own   country.     One   oi 
them  was   a  young  man  in  whose  air  and 
countenance  appeared  all  the  uncouth  gra- 
vity  and  supercilious  self-conceit  of  a  physi- 
cian piping  hot  from  liis  studies  ;  while  tlie 
other,  to  whom  his  companion  spoke  by  the 
appellation  of  I\lr  Pallet,   displayed  at   first 
sight  a   strange  composition   of  levity  and 
assurance.     Indeed  their  characters,  dress, 
and  address,  were  strongly  contrasted  :   the 
doctor  wore  a  suit  of  black,  and  a  huge  tie- 
wig,  neither  suitable  to  his   own   age,  nor 
the    fashion  of  the   country  where  he  then 
lived  ;  whereas  the  other,  though  seemingly 
turned  of  fifty,   strutted  in   a   gay  summer 
dress  of  the  Parisian  cut,  with  a  bag  to  his 
own  grey  hair,  and  a  red  feather  in  his  hat, 
which  he  carried  under  his  arm.     As  thes« 
figures  seemed  to  ])romise  something  enter- 
taining,   Pickle   entered    into    conversation 
with  them  immediately,  and  soon  discovered 
that  the  old  gentleman  was  a  painter  from 
London,  who  had  stole  a  fortnight  from  his 
occupation,  in  order  to  visit  the  remarkable 
paintings  of  France  and  Flanders  ;   and  that 
the    doctor   had   taken   the    opportunity  of 
accompanying  him  in   his  tour.     Being  ex- 
tremely talkative,  he  not  only  communicated 
these  particulars  to  our  hero  in  a  very  fev/ 
minutes  after  their  meeting,  but  also  took 
occasion  to  whisper   in  his  ear,  that  his  fel- 
low-traveller was  a  man   of  vast   learning 
and,  beyond  all  doubt,  the   greatest  poet  in 
the  a^e.     As   for  himself,  he  was  under  no 
necessity  of  making  his  own  eulogium  ;  for 
he  soon  gave  such   specimens  of  his  taste 
and  talents,  as  left  Pickle  no  room  to  doubt 
of  his  capacity. 

While  they  stood  considering  the  pictures 
in  one  of  the  first  apartments,  which  are  by 
no  means  the  most  masterly  com])ositions, 
the  Swiss,  who  sets  up  for  a  connoissetir, 
looking  at  a  certain  piece,  pronounced  the 
word  maa;nifirine !  with  a  note  of  admiration  , 
upon  which  Mr  Pallet,  who  was  not  at  all  a 
critic  in  the  French  language,  replied  with 
great  vivacity,  •'  Manvfac,  you  mean,  and 
a  very  indifferent  piece  of  manufacture  it  is  , 
pray,  gentlemen,  take  notice,  there  )s  ne 
keeping  in  those  heads  upon  the  bacl' 
o-round,  nor  no  relief  in  the  principal  figure  ; 
then  you'll  observe  the  shadings  are  harsh 
to  the' last  degiee;  and — come  a  little  close* 
this  way — don't  you  perceive  that  the  fore 
shortening  of  that  arm  is  monstrous — agad. 
Sir,  there  is  an  absolute  fracture  in  the  limb 
— doctor,  you  understa' d  anatomy;  don'' 
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you  tliink  tliat  iniisclo  evidently  misplac- 
ed? Hark  yo,  Mr  Wiiat  d'ye  call  uin 
'^lurninj  to  the  attoiidaiit),  what  is  the  uaiiic 
of  the   dauber  who  ])aiiitcd  that  miserable 

t)erlurmancc  !"  Tiie  Swiss,  ima<,nnin(f  that 
le  was  all  this  time  exprcssinjr  his  satisfac- 
tion, sanctioned  his  supposed  commendation, 
Dv  exclaiming  suns  prix.  "Right,"  cried 
Pallet,  "  I  could  not  recollect  his  name, 
lhouj.fh  his  manner  is  (pnte  familiar  to  me. 
We  have  a  few  pieces  in  En,;:flaiul  done  by 
that  same  Sangpree ;  but  tlicre  they  are  in 
no  estimation;  we  have  more  taste  among  us 
than  to  relish  the  productions  of  such  a 
miserable  gout.  A'n't  iie  an  ignorant  cox- 
comb, doctor?"  The  physician,  ashamed  of 
his  companion's  blunder,  thought  it  was  ne- 
cessary, for  the  lionourof  his  own  character, 
to  take  notice  of  it  before  the  stranger,  and 
therefore  answered  his  question,  by  repeat- 
ing this  line  from  Horace, — 

Mutato  nomine,  tie  te  fa!)>il:»  niirraliir. 

The  paintei,  who  was  rather  more  igno- 
rant of  Latin  than  of  French,  talcing  it  for 
granted  that  this  quotation  of  his  friend  con- 
veyed an  assent  to  his  opinion,  '•  Very  true," 
said  he  '^potato  domine  date, — this  piece  is 
not  worth  a  single  potato."  Peregrine 
was  astonished  at  this  svirprising  perversion 
of  the  words  and  meaning  of  a  Latin  line, 
which,  at  first,  ho  could  not  lielp  thinking 
was  a  premeditated  joke:  but  upon  second 
thoughts,  ho  saw  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it 
was  the  extemporaneous  etiect  of  sheer  pcrt- 
ness  and  ignorance,  at  which  he  broke  out 
into  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter.  Pallet, 
believing  that  the  gentleman's  mirth  was  oc- 
casioned by  his  arcli  animadversion  upon  the 
works  of  Sangpree,  underwent  the  same 
emotion  in  a  nmch  louder  strain,  and  endea- 
voured to  heighten  the  jest  by  more  observa- 
tions of  the  same  nature;  while  the  doctor, 
confounded  at  his  impudence  and  want  of 
knowledge,  reprimanded  him  in  these  words 
of  Homer : — 

Siga  mc  lis  alios  Acliaion  teuton  akouse  muUion. 

This  rebuke,  the  reader  will  easily  per- 
ceive, was  not  calculated  f  jr  the  meridian 
of  his  friend's  intellects,  but  uttered  with  a 
view  of  raisino-  his  own  character  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr  Pickle,  who  retorted  this  pa- 
rade of  learning  in  three  verses  from  tho 
same  author,  being  part  of  the  speech  of  Po- 
lydrimas  to  Hector,  importing  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  one  man  to  excel  in  everything. 
The  self-sufficient  physician,  who  did  not  ex- 
pect such  a  repartee  from  a  youth  of  Pere- 
grine's appearance,  looked  upon  h.is  reply 
as  a  fair  challenge,  and  instantly  rehearsed 
forty  or  fify  lines  of  the  Iliad  in  a  breath. 
Observing  that  the  stranger  made  no  effort 
to  matcli  this  effusion,  he  interpreted  his  si- 
lence into  submission;  then,  in  order  to  as- 
certain hi:s   'ictory,  insulted  Imn  with  divers 


fragments  of  authors,  whom  his  supposed 
competitor  did  not  even  know  by  name; 
while  Mr  Pallet  stared  with  admiration  at 
the  profound  scholarship  of  his  companion. 
Our  young  gentleinau,  far  from  roj)iniug  at 
this  superiority,  laughed  within  himself  at 
the  ridiculous  ambition  of  the  pedantic  doc- 
tor. He  rated  him  in  his  own  mind  as  a 
mere  index-hunter,  who  hi'ld  the  eel  of  sci- 
ence by  the  tail ;  and  forcsav/  an  infinite 
fund  of  diversion  in  his  solenniity  and  pride, 
if  properly  extracted  by  means  cf  his  fellow 
traveller's  vanity  and  assurance.  Prompted 
by  these  considerations,  he  resolved  to  culti- 
vate their  acquaintance,  and,  if  possible, 
amuse  himself  at  their  expencc  in  his 
journey  through  Flanders,  understanding  tliat 
they  were  determined  upon  the  same  route. 
In  this  view  he  treated  them  with  extraordi- 
nary attention,  and  seemed  to  pay  particular 
deference  to  the  remarks  of  the  painter,  wliu 
with  great  intrepidity  pronounced  judgment 
upon  every  picture  in  the  palace,  or,  in  other 
words,  exposed  his  own  nakedness  in 
every  sentence  that  proceeded  from  his 
mouth. 

When  they  came  to  consider  the  Murder 
of  the  Innocents,  by  Le  Brun,  the  Swiss  ob- 
served, that  it  Vv'as  tin  bean  morceau;  and 
Mr  Pallet  replied,  "Yes,  yes,  one  may  sec 
with  i'^ili'sn  eye,  that  it  can  be  the  produc- 
tion of  no  other;  for  Bomorso's  style,  both 
in  colouring  and  drapery,  is  altogether  pe- 
culiar; then  his  design  is  tame,  and  his  ex- 
pression antic  and  unnatural.  Doctor,  you 
have  seen  my  Judgment  of  Solomon  ;  I  think 
I  may,  without  presumption — but  I  don't 
chnse  to  make  comparisons ;  I  leave  that 
odious  task  to  other  people,  and  let  my  works 
speak  for  themselves.  France,  to  be  sure, 
is  rich  in  the  arts;  but  what  is  the  reason.' 
The  king  encourages  men  of  genius  with  ho- 
nour and  rewards;  whereas,  in  England,  we 
are  obliged  to  stand  upon  our  own  feet,  and 
combat  the  envy  and  malice  of  our  brethren 
— agad!  I  have  a  good  mind  to  come  and 
settle  here  in  Paris;  I  should  like  to  have  an 
apartment  in  the  Louvre,  with  a  snug  pen- 
sion of  so  many  tliousand  livres."  In  this 
manner  did  Pallet  proceed  v/ith  an  eternal 
rotation  of  tongue,  floundering  from  one 
mistake  to  another,  until  it  was  the  turn  cf 
Poussin's  Seven  Sacraments  to  be  examined. 
Here  again  the  Swiss,  out  of  the  abundance 
of  his  zeal,  expressed  his  admiration,  by  say. 
ing  these  pieces  were  impaynhlc;  when  the 
painter,  turning  to  him  with  an  air  of  exul- 
tation, "  Pardon  me,  friend,  there  you  hap. 
pen  to  be  mistaken;  these  are  none  of  Im- 
payable's.  but  done  by  Nicholas  Pousccn.  I 
have  seen  prints  of  them  in  England;  so 
that  none  of  your  tricks  upon  travellers,  Mi 
Swiss,  or' Swash,  or  wliat's  your  name." 
He  was  \erv  much  elated  by  this  imaginarv 
triumph  of  his  understanding,  which  annnal. 
ed  him  to  persevere  in  his  curious  observj' 
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.ions  upon  all  the  other  pieces  of  that  cele- 
Drated  collection ;  but  perceiving  that  the 
lioctor  manifested  no  signs  of  pleasure  and 
satisfaction,  but  rather  beheld  them  with  a 
silent  air  of  disdain,  he  could  not  digest  his 
indifference,  and  asked,  with  a  waggish  sneer, 
if  ever  he  had  seen  such  a  number  of  mas- 
terpieces before.  The  physician,  eyeing  him 
with  a  look  of  compassion  mingled  with  con- 
tempt, observed,  there  was  nothing  there 
wliich  deserved  the  attention  of  any  person 
acquainted  with  the  ideas  of  the  ancients  ; 
and  that  the  author  of  the  finest  piece  now  in 
being  was  unworthy  to  clean  the  brushes  of 
one  of  those  great  masters  who  are  celebrat- 
ed by  the  Greelv  and  Roman  writers.  "  O 
lud!  O  lud!"  exclaimed  the  painter,  with  a 
loud  laugh,  "you  have  fairly  brought  your- 
self into  a  dilemma  at  last,  dear  doctor; 
for  it  is  well  known  that  your  ancient  Greek 
and  Roman  artists  knew  nothing  at  all  of  the 
matter,  in  comparison  with  our  modern  mas- 
ters; for  this  good  reason,  because  they  had 
but  three  or  four  colours,  and  knew  not  how 
to  paint  witli  oil:  besides,  which  of  all  your 
old  fusty  Grecians  would  you  put  upon  a 
footing  with  the  divine  Raphael,  the  most 
excellent  Michael  Angelo,  Bona  Roti,  the 
graceful  Guide,  the  bewitching  Titian,  and, 
above  all  others,  the  sublime  Rubens,  the" — 
He  would  have  proceeded  with  a  long  cata- 
logue of  names  which  he  had  got  by  heart 
for  the  purpose,  without  retaining  the  least 
idea  of  their  several  qualifications,  had  not 
he  been  interrupted  by  his  friend,  whose  in- 
dignation being  kindled  by  the  irreverence 
with  which  he  mentioned  the  Greeks,  he 
called  him  blasphemer,  Goth,  Bceotian,  and, 
in  his  turn,  asked  with  great  vehemence, 
which  of  those  puny  moderns  could  match 
with  PanfRuus  of  Athens,  and  his  brother 
Phidias,  Polycietus  of  Sicyon,  Polygnotus  the 
Thracian,  Parrhasias  of  Ephesus,  surnamed 
Abrodiaitos,  or  the  Beau,  and  Apeiles,  the 
prince  of  pamters]  He  challenged  him  to 
show  any  portrait  of  these  days  that  could 
vie  with  the  Helen  of  Zeuxis,  the  Heraclean, 
or  any  composition  equal  to  the  sacrifice  of 
Iphigenia,  by  Timantlies  the  Sicyonian  ;  not 
to  mention  the  Twelve  Gods  of  Asclepiado- 
rus  the  Athenian,  for  wliich  Mnason,  tyrant 
of  Elatca,  gave  him  about  three  hundred 
pounds  a-pioce;  or  Homer's  hell,  by  Nicias, 
who  refused  sixty  talents,  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  eleven  thousand  pounds,  and  gene- 
rously made  a  present  of  it  to  his  own  coun- 
try. He  desired  him  to  produce  a  collection 
equal  to  that  in  the  temple  of  Dcl;)hos,  men- 
tioned in  the  Ion  of  Euri[>ides,  where  Hercu- 
les and  his  companion  lolaus  are  represent- 
ed in  the  act  of  killing  the  Lerna'an  hydra, 
with  golden  sickles,  kriiseais  harpais,  where 
Bclleroplion  appears  on  his  v/inged  steed, 
vanquishing  the  fire-breathing  chimera,  tan 
pnripneniisan,  and  the  war  of  the  giants  is 
described — here  J>  ;  iter  stands  wielding  the 


red-hot  thunderbolt,  Keraunonamphipuron, 
there  Pallas,  dreadful  to  the  view,  iiorgopon, 
brandisheth  her  spear  against  the  huge  En- 
celadus  ;  and  Bacchus,  with  slenderivy  rods, 
defeats  and  slays  the  gas  teknon,  or  mighty 
son  of  earth.  The  painter  was  astonished 
and  confounded  at  this  rhapsody  of  names 
and  instances,  which  was  uttered  with  sur- 
prising eagerness  and  rapidity,  and  suspectec 
at  first  that  the  whole  was  the  creation  of 
his  own  brain  ;  but  wlien  Pickle,  with  a  view 
of  flattering  the  doctor's  self  conceit,  espous 
ed  his  side  of  the  question,  and  confirmed 
the  truth  of  every  thing  he  advanced,  Mr 
Pallet  changed  his  opinion,  and  in  emphatic 
silence  adored  the  immensity  of  his  friend's 
understanding.  In  short,  Peregrine  easily 
perceived  that  they  were  false  enthusiasts, 
without  the  smallest  pretensions  to  taste  and 
sensibility,  and  pretended  to  be  in  raptures 
with  they  knew  not  what,  the  one  thinking 
it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  express  trans- 
ports on  seeing  the  works  of  those  who  had 
been  most  eminent  in  his  profession,  whe- 
ther they  did  or  did  not  really  raise  his  admi- 
ration ;  and  the  other,  as  a  scholar,  deeming 
it  his  duty  to  magnify  the  ancients  above  all 
competition,  with  an  affected  fervour,  which 
the  knowledge  of  their  excellencies  never  in- 
spired.  Indeed,  our  young  gentleman  so 
successfully  accommodated  himself  to  the 
dispositions  of  each,  that  long  before  their 
review  was  finished,  he  was  become  a  parti- 
cular favourite  with  both. 

From  the  Palais  Royal  he  accompanied 
them  to  the  cloisters  of  the  Carthusians, 
where  they  considered  the  History  of  St 
Bruno,  by  Le  Senr,  whose  name  being 
utterly  unknown  to  the  painter,  he  gave 
judgment  against  the  whole  composition,  as 
pitiful  and  paltry,  though,  in  the  opinion  of 
all  good  judges,  it  is  a  most  masterly  per- 
formance. 

Having  satisfied  their  curiosity  in  this 
place.  Peregrine  asked  them  to  favour  him 
with  their  company  at  dinner;  but  whether 
out  of  caution  against  the  insinuations  cf 
one  whose  character  they  did  not  know,  or 
by  reason  of  a  prior  engagement,  they  de- 
clined  his  invitation,  on  pretence  of  having 
an  appointment  at  a  certain  ordinary,  thougii 
they  expressed  a  desire  of  being  farther  ac- 
quainted with  him;  and  Mr  Pallet  took  the 
freedom  of  asking  his  name,  which  he  not 
only  declared,  but  promised,  as  they  were 
strangers  in  Paris,  to  wait  upon  them  next 
day  in  the  forenoon,  in  order  to  conduct 
them  to  the  hotel  de  Thoulouse,  and  tho 
houses  of  several  other  noblemen,  remarka- 
ble for  paintings  or  curious  furniture.  They 
thankfully  embraced  his  proposal,  and  that 
same  day  made  inquiry  among  the  English 
gentlemen  about  the  character  of  our  hero 
which  they  found  so  much  to  their  satis 
faction,  that  upon  their  second  meeting  they 
courted    his   ffood    jjraces  without  reserve ,' 
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and,  as  tucy  had  lieard  of  his  intended  dc 
parlure,  bcjifijod  carnost'iy  to  liavc  tho  honour 
of  accompanying  liim  throiijjij  the  Low 
</onntries.  lie  assured  them  that  noti;in<jf 
could  be  more  aj^reeable  to  him  tl'.an  the 
prospect  of  havini^  such  fellow-travellers ; 
and  they  immediately  appointed  a  day  for 
•citing  out  on  that  tour. 


CHAPTER  XLIII 

He  introduces  his  new  friends  to  Mr  Joller, 
with  whom  the  doctor  enters  into  a  dis- 
pute upon  povrrnmcnt,  which  had  well 
nigh  terminated  in  open  war. 

Meanwhile,  he  not  only  made  them  ac- 
quainted with  every  thing  worth  seeing  in 
town,  but  attended  "them  in  their  excursions 
to  all  the  king's  houses  within  a  day's  jour- 
ney of  Paris  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  these 
parties,  treated  them  with  an  elegant  diimer 
at  his  own  apartments,  where  a  dispute  arose 
between  the  doctor  and  Mr  Jolter,  which  had 
well  nigh  terminated  in  an  irreconcilable 
animosity.  These  gentlemen,  with  an  equal 
share  of  pride,  pedantry,  and  saturnine  dis- 
position, were,  by  the  accidents  of  education 
and  company,  diametrically  opposite  in  poli- 
tical maxims;  the  one,  as  we  have  already 
obt-ervcd,  being  a  bigotted  high-churchman, 
and  ine  other  a  rank  republican.  It  was  an 
article  of  the  governor's  creed,  that  the 
people  could  not  be  happy,  nor  the  earth 
yield  its  fruits  in  abundance,  under  a  restrict- 
ed clergy  and  limited  government;  whereas, 
in  the  doctor's  opinion,  it  was  an  eternal 
truth  that  no  constitution  was  so  perfect  as 
the  democracy,  and  that  no  country  could 
flourish,  but  under  the  administration  of  the 
nob. 

These  considerations  being  premised,  no 
wonder  that  they  iiappencd  to  disagree  in  the 
freedom  of  an  unreserved  conversation,  es- 
pecially as  their  entertainer  took  all  oppor- 
tunities of  encouraging  and  inflaming  the 
contention.  The  first  source  of  their  differ- 
ence was  an  unlucky  remark  of  the  painter, 
who  obser^-ed  that  tlie  partridge  of  which  he 
was  then  eating,  had  the  finest  relish  of  any 
ho  had  ever  tasted.  Ilis  friend  owned  that 
the  birds  were  the  best  of  the  kind  ho  had 
seen  in  France  ;  but  affirmed  that  they  were 
neither  so  plump  nor  so  delicious  as  those  that 
were  caught  in  England.  Tho  governor, 
considering  this  ob:~ervation  as  the  effect  of 
prejudice  and  inexperience,  said,  with  a  sar- 
ca-stcal  smile, — "I  believe.  Sir,  you  are  very 
well  disposed  to  find  every  thing  here  infe- 
•ior  to  the  productions  of  your  own  country." 
'True,  Sir,"  (answered  the  physician,  with 
a  certain  solemnity  of  aspect),  "  and  not 
without  good  reason,  I  hope."  "And  pray," 
(resumed  the  tutor),  "why  may  not  the  par- 
tridges of  France  be  as  good  as  those  of  fOng- 
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land!"  "  For  a  very  plain  reasoii,"  (replied 
the  other),  "  because  they  are  not  bo  well 
fed.  The  iron  hand  of  oppression  is  extend- 
cd  to  all  animals  within  the  Frencli  domiii. 
ions,  even  to  the  beasts  of  the  field  and  the 
fowls  o'i  the  air.  Kunessin  oionoisi  le 
prt.v;"."  "  Egad  !"  cried  the  painter,  "  that 
IS  a  truth  not  to  be  controverted  ;  for  mv  owr. 
part,  I  am  none  of  ycur  iit-bits,  one  would 
think,  but  yet  there's  a  freshness  in  the  Eng- 
lish con;plexion,  a  ginseckye,  I  think  you 
call  it,  so  inviting  to  a  hungry  Frenchman, 
that  I  have  caught  several  in  the  very  act 
of  viewing  me  with  an  eye  of  extreme 
appetite  as  I  passed;  and  as  for  their  curs, 
or  rather  their  wolves,  whenever  I  bot 
my  eyes  on  one  of  'em,  ah  !  your  humble 
servant,  Mr  Son  of  a  bitch ;  I  am  upon 
my  guard  in  an  instant.  The  doctor 
can  testify  that  their  very  horses,  or  more 
properly  their  live  carrion,  that  drew  our 
chaise,  used  to  reach  back  their  long  necks, 
and  smell  at  us  as  a  couple  of  delicious  mor- 
sels." 

Tliis  sally  of  Mr  Pallet,  which  was  re- 
ceived with  a  general  laugh  of  apj)rol)ation, 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  stifled  the  dis- 
pute in  embryo,  had  not  Mr  Jolter,  with  a 
self-applauding  simper,  ironically  compli- 
mented tho  strangers  on  their  talking  like 
true  Englishmen.  The  doctor,  alfronted  at 
the  insinuation,  told  him  with  some  warmth, 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  conjecture,  his 
afiections  and  ideas  being  confined  to  no 
particular  country ;  for  he  considered  him- 
self as  a  citizen  of  the  world.  He  owned 
himself  more  attached  to  England  than  to 
any  other  kingdom,  but  this  preferencf!  was 
the  effect  of  reflection,  and  not  of  prejudice; 
because  the  British  constitution  approached 
nearer  than  any  other  to  that  perfection  ot 
government,  the  democracy  of  Athens,  which 
lie  hoped  one  day  to  see  revived.  He  men- 
tioned tho  death  of  Charles  I.  and  the  cxpuU 
sion  of  his  son,  with  raptures  of  applause; 
inveighed  with  great  acrimony  against  the 
kingly  name;  and,  in  order  to  strengthen  \nr. 
opinion,  repeated  forty  or  fifty  lines  from 
one  of  the  philippics  of  Demosthenes.  Jol. 
ter  hearing  him  speak  so  disrespectfully  of 
the  higher  powers,  glowed  with  indignation. 
He  said  his  doctrines  were  detestable,  and 
destructive  of  all  right,  order,  and  society ; 
that  monarchy  was  of  divine  institution, 
therefore  indefeasible  by  any  human  power ; 
and,  of  consequence,  those  events  in  the 
English  history,  which  he  had  so  liberally 
commended,  were  no  other  than  flagrant  in- 
stances of  sacrilege,  perfidy,  and  sedition  ; 
that  the  democracy  of  Athens  was  a  most 
absurd  constitution,  productive  of  anarchy 
and  mischief,  which  must  always  happen 
when  the  government  of  a  nation  depends 
upon  the  caprice  of  the  ignorant  hair-brain- 
ed vulgar:  tliat  it  was  in  the  power  of  t'l 
most  profligate  member  of  the  commonwealth 
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provided  he  was  endowed  with  eloquence,  to 
ruin  the  most  deserving,  by  a  desperate  ex- 
ertion of  his  talents  upon  the  populace,  who 
had  often  been  persuaded  to  act  in  the  most 
angratcful  and  imprudent  manner  against  the 
areatest  patriots  that  their  country  had  pro- 
duced; and,  finally,  he  averred,  tliat  the  lib- 
eral arts  and  sciences  had  never  flourished 
60  much  in  a  republic  as  under  the  encour- 
agement and  protection  of  absolute  power ; 
witness  the  Augustan  age,  and  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XIV.;  nor  was  it  1o  be  supposed  that 
genius  and  merit  could  ever  be  so  amply  re- 
compensed by  the  individuals  or  distracted 
councils  of  a  commonwealth,  as  by  the  ge- 
nerosity and  magnilicence  of  one  Vvho  had 
the  whole  treasures  at  his  own  command. 

Peregrine,  who  was  pleased  to  find  the 
contest  grow  warm,  observed  that  there 
seemed  to  be  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  what 
Mr  Jolter  advanced  ;  and  the  painter,  whose 
opinion  began  to  waver,  looked  with  a  face 
of  e.xpectation  at  his  friend,  who,  modelling 
his  features  into  an  expression  of  exulting 
disdain,  asked  of  his  antagonist,  if  he  did  not 
think  that  the  very  power  of  rewarding  merit 
enabled  an  absolute  prince  to  indulge  him- 
self in  the  most  arbitrary  licence  over  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  his  people.  Before  the 
governor  had  time  to  answer  this  question, 
Pallet  broke  forth  into  an  exclamation  of 
"  By  tjie  Lord  !  that  is  certainly  fact,  egad  I 
that  was  a  home  thrust,  doctor."  When  Mr 
Jolter,  chastising  this  shallow  intruder  with 
a  contemptuous  look,  affirmed,  that  thougli 
supreme  power  furnished  a  good  prince  with 
the  means  of  exerting  his  vntues,  it  would 
not  support  a  tyrant  in  the  exercise  of  cruelty 
and  oppression  ;  because  in  all  nations  the 
genius  of  the  people  must  be  consulted  by 
their  governors,  and  the  burden  proportioned 
to  the  shoulders  on  which  it  is  laid, — "  Else, 
what  follows]"  said  the  physician.  "The 
consequence  is  plain,"  replied  the  governor, 
"  insurrection,  revolt,  and  his  own  destruc- 
tion ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  sub- 
jects of  any  nation  would  be  so  abject  and 
pusillanimous  as  to  neglect  the  means  which 
Heaven  had  put  in  their  power  for  their  own 
preservation."  "  Gadzooks,  you're  in  the 
right.  Sir,"  cried  Pallet,  "that,  I  grant  you, 
must  be  confessed :  doctor,  Pm  afraid  we 
have  got  into  the  wrong  box."  This  son  of 
Pa;an,  however,  far  from  being  of  his  friend's 
opinion,  observed,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  that 
he  would  not  only  demonstrate  the  sophistry 
of  the  gentleman's  last  allegation  by  argu- 
ments and  facts,  but  even  confute  him  with 
his  own  words.  Jolter's  eyes  kindling  at  this 
presumptuous  declaration,  he  told  his  antag- 
onist, wliLie  liis  lip  quivered  with  resentment, 
that  if  his  arguments  were  no  better  than  his 
l)reeding,  he  was  sure  he  would  make  very 
lew  converts  to  his  opinion  ;  and  the  doctor, 
with  all  the  insolence  of  triumph,  advised  iiiin 

■1  beware  of  disputcc  for  the  future,  until  he 


should  have  made  himself  more  master  of  his 
subject. 

Peregrine  both  wished  and  hoped  to  see 
tl;e  disputants  proceed  to  arguments  of  more 
weight  and  conviction ;  and  the  painter,  dread- 
ing the  same  issue,  interposed  with  the  usual 
exclamation   of  "  For   God's   sake,    gentie- 
men  !"  when  the  governor  rose  from  the  ta- 
ble in  great  dudgeon,  and  left  the  room,  mut- 
tering some  ejaculation,  of  which  the  word 
coxcomb  only  could  be  distinctly   heard. — 
The  physician  being  thus  left  master  of  the 
field  of  battle,  was  complimented  on  his  vic- 
tory by  Peregrine,  and  so  elevated  by  his  suc- 
cess,   that  he  declaimed  a  full  hour  on  the 
absurdity  of  Jolter's    proposition,    and  the 
beauty    of  the    democratic    administration ; 
canvassed  the  whole  scheme  of  Plato's  re- 
public, with  many  quotations  from  that  ideal 
author,  touching  the  to  kalon ;  from  thence 
he  made  a  transition  to  the  moral  sense  of 
Shaftesbury,    and    concluded    his    harangue 
with  the  greatest  part  of  that  frothy  writer's 
rhapsody,  which  he  repeated  with  all  the  vi- 
olence of  enthusiastic  agitation,  to  the  un- 
speakable satisfaction  of  his  entertainer,  and 
the   unutterable  admiration  of  Pallet,    who 
looked  upon  him  as  sometliing  supernatural 
and  divine.     So  intoxicated  was   this    vain 
young  man  with  the  ironical  praises  of  Pic- 
kle, that  he  forthwith  shook  off"  all  reserve, 
and,   having  professed  a  friendship  for  our 
hero,  whose  taste  and  learning  he  did  not 
fail  to  extol,  intimated,  in  plain  terms,  that 
he  was  the  only  person  in  these  latter  ages 
who  possessed  that  sublime  genius,  that  por- 
tion of  the  divinity,  of  ti  theion,  which  im- 
mortalized the  Grecian  poets;  that  as  Pytha- 
goras affirmed  the  spirit  of  Euphorbus   had 
transmigrated  into  his  body,  he,  the  doctor, 
was    strangely  possessed  with    the   opinion 
that  he  himself  was  inspired  by  the  soul  of 
Pindar;  because,  making  allowance  for  the 
difference  of  languages  in  which  they  wrote, 
there  was  a  surprising  affinity  between  his 
own  works  and  those  of  that  celebrated  The- 
ban ;  and,  as  a  confirmation  of  this  truth,  he 
immediately    produced    a   sample   of  each, 
which,   though  in  spirit  and  versification  as 
different  as  the  odes  of  Horace  and  our  pres- 
ent poet  laurcat,   Peregrine  did  not  scruple 
to  pronounce  altogether  congenial,  notwith- 
.standing  the  violence  he  by  this  sentence  of- 
fored  to  his  own  conscience,  and  a  certain 
alarm  of  his  pride,  that  was  weak  enougii  to 
be  disturbed  by    the   physician's    ridiculous 
vanity  and  presumption,  which,  not  content- 
ed with  displaying  his    importance    in   the 
world  of  taste  and  polite  literature,  manifest- 
ed itself  in  arrogating  certain  material  dis- 
coveries  in  the  province  of  physic,   which 
could  not  fail  to  advance  him  to  the  highest 
pinnacle  of  that  profession,  considering  tht 
recommendation  of  his  other  talents,  together 
with  a  liberal  fortune  which  he  inherited  frorr 
his  father. 


ADVENTURES  OF  PEREGRINE  I'lCKLE. 


I^) 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 

IHie  aoctor  prrjxtrrs  an  entertainment  in 
the  inaniur  of  the  ancients,  which  is  at- 
tended with  divers  ridiculous  circu?n- 
slances. 

In  a  word,  our  young  gentleman,  by  liis  in- 
sinuating bcliaviour,  acquired  tlic  full  confi- 
dence oT  liie  doctor,  who  invited  liim  to  an 
entertainment,  which  he  intended  to  prepare 
in  tiie  manner  of  tlie  ancients.  Pickle,  stnick 
with  tliis  idea,  eagerly  embraced  tlie  propo- 
sal, which  lie  honoured  with  many  encomi- 
ums, as  a  plan  in  all  respects  worthy  of  his 
genius  and  ajiprehension  ;  and  the  day  was 
-ipjjointed  at  some  distance  of  time,  that  the 
treater  might  have  leisure  to  compose  certain 
pickles  and  confections,  which  were  not  to 
he  found  among  th.c  culinary  preparations  of 
these  degenerate  days. 

With  a  view  of  rendering  the  physician's 
taste  more  conspicuous,  and  extracting  from 
it  tlie  more  diversion.  Peregrine  proposed 
that  some  foreigners  should  partake  of  the 
banquet ;  and  tlie  task  being  lefl  to  his  care 
and  discretion,  he  actually  bespoke  the  com- 
pany of  a  French  marquis,  an  Italian  count, 
and  a  German  baron,  whom  he  knew  to  be 
egregious  coxcombs,  and  therefore  more  like- 
ly to  enhance  the  joy  of  the  entertainment. 

Accordingly,  the  hour  being  arrived,  he 
conducted  them  to  the  hotel  where  the  phy- 
sician lodged,  after  having  regaled  their  ex- 
pectations with  an  elegant  rncal  in  the  gen- 
uine old  Roman  taste ;  and  they  were  receiv- 
ed by  Mr  Pallet,  who  did  the  honours  of  the 
house,  while  his  friend  superintended  the 
cook  below.  By  this  communicative  painter, 
the  guests  understood  that  the  doctor  had 
met  with  numerous  difficulties  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  design  ;  that  no  fewer  than  five 
cooks  had  been  dismissed,  because  they  could 
not  prevail  upon  their  own  consciences  to 
obey  liis  directions  in  things  that  were  con- 
trary to  the  present  practice  of  their  art ;  and 
that  although  he  had  at  last  engaged  a  per- 
son, by  an  extraordinary  premium,  to  com- 
ply with  his  orders,  the  fellov/  was  so  aston- 
ished, mortified,  and  incensed,  at  the  com- 
mands he  had  received,  that  liis  hair  stood 
on  end,  and  he  begged  on  his  knees  to  be 
released  fnjin  the  agreement  he  had  made  ; 
but  finding  that  his  employer  insisted  upon 
the  performance  of  his  contract,  and  threat- 
ened to  introduce  him  to  the  commissaire, 
if  he  should  flinch  from  the  bargain,  he  had, 
m  the  discharge  of  his  office,  wept,  sung, 
cursed,  and  capered,  for  two  hours  without 
intermission. 

While  the  company, listened  to  this  odd 
information,  by  which  they  \i-ere  prepossess- 
ed with  strange  notions  of  the  dinner,  their 
ears  were  invaded  by  a  piteous  voice,  that 
exclaimed  in  French,  "For  the  love  of  God! 
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dear  sir!  for  the  passion  of  Jesus  Christ! 
spare  me  the  mortification  ot"  the  honey  and 
oil  !"  Theirears  still  vibrated  with  the  .sound, 
when  the  doctor  entering,  was  by  Peregrine 
made  acquainted  with  the  strangers,  to  whom 
he,  in  the  transports  of  his  wrath,  could  not 
help  comjilaining  of  the  want  of  complaisanctj 
he  had  found  in  the  Parisian  vulgar,  by  which 
his  plan  had  been  almost  entirely  ruined  and 
set  aside.  The  French  niarqui.s,  wliothougiit 
the  honour  of  his  nation  was  concerned  at 
this  declaration,  protessed  his  sorrow  for 
what  had  happened,  so  contrary  to  the  es- 
tablished  character  of  the  people,  and  under- 
took to  see  the  delinquents  severely  punish- 
ed, provided  he  could  be  informed  of  their 
names  or  places  of  abode.  The  mutual  com- 
pliments that  passed  on  tliis  occasion  were 
scarce  finished,  when  a  servant  coming  into 
the  room,  announced  dinner ;  and  the  enter- 
tainer led  the  way  into  another  apartment, 
where  they  found  a  long  table,  or  rather  two 
boards  joined  together,  and  furnished  with  a 
variety  of  dishes,  the  steams  of  which  had 
such  evident  effect  upon  the  nerves  of  the 
company,  that  the  marquis  made  fright f;:! 
grimaces,  under  pretence  of  taking  .snufi^; 
the  Italian's  eyes  watered,  the  German's  vis- 
age underwent  several  distortions  of  feature; 
our  hero  found  means  to  exclude  tlic  odour 
from  his  sense  of  smelling,  by  breathing  only 
through  his  mouth  ;  and  the  jioor  painter, 
running  into  another  room,  plugged  his  nos- 
trils with  tobacco.  The  doctor  himself,  who 
was  the  only  person  then  present  whose  or- 
gans were  not  discomposed,  pointing  to  a 
couple  of  couches  placed  on  each  side  of  the 
table,  told  his  guests  that  he  was  sorry  he 
could  not  procure  the  exact  triclinia  of  the 
ancients,  which  were  somewhat  dillerent 
from  these  conveniences,  and  desired  they 
would  have  the  goodness  to  repose  them- 
selves without  ceremony,  each  in  his  respec- 
tive couchetti?,  while  he  and  his  friend  Mr 
Pallet  would  place  themselves  upright  at  the 
ends,  that  they  might  have  the  pleasure  of 
serving  those  tiiat  lay  along.  This  disposi- 
tion,  of  which  the  strangers  Ttad  no  previous 
idea,  disconcerted  and  perplexed  them  in  a 
most  ridiculous  manner  ;  tlie  marquis  and 
baron  stood  bowing  to  each  other,  on  pre- 
tence of  disputing  the  lower  seat,  but,  in  re- 
ality, with  a  view  of  profiting  by  the  example 
of  each  other :  for  neither  of  them  understood 
the  manner  in  w'lich  they  wore  to  loll  ;  and 
Peregrine,  who  enjoyed  their  confiision,  han<l- 
ed  tlie  count  to  the  other  side,  where,  with 
the  most  mischievous  politeness,  Jie  insist- 
ed upon  his  taking  possession  of  the  uppei 
place. 

In  this  disagreeable  and  ludicrous  suspense, 
thev  continued  acting  a  pantomime  of  ges 
ticiilations,  until  the  doctor  earnestly  entreat- 
ed them  to  wave  all  roni[iliment  and  form, 
lest  the  dinner  should  bo  spoiled  before  the 
ceremonial  could  be  adjusted.     Tha«  -^oniur- 
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ed,  Peregrine  took  the  lower  couch  on  the 
left  hand  side,  laying  himself  gently  down, 
with  his  face  towards  the  table.  The  mar- 
quis, in  imitation  of  this  pattern,  (tliough  he 
would  have  much  rather  fasted  three  days 
than  run  the  risk  of  discomposing  his  dress 
by  such  an  attitude),  stretched  himself  upon 
the  opposite  place,  reclining  upon  his  elbow 
in  a  most  painful  and  awkward  situation, 
with  his  head  raised  above  the  end  of  the 
couch,  that  the  economy  of  his  hair  might 
not  suffer  by  the  projection  of  his  body.  The 
Italian,  being  a  thin  limber  creature,  planted 
liimself  next  to  Pickle,  without  sustaining 
any  misfortune,  but  that  of  his  stocking  being 
torn  by  a  ragged  nail  of  the  seat,  as  he  rais- 
ed his  legs  on  a  level  with  the  rest  of  his 
limbs.  But  the  baron,  who  was  neither  so 
wieldy  nor  supple  in  his  joints  as  his  compa- 
nions", flounced  himself  down  with  such  pre- 
cipitation, that  his  feet,  suddenly  tilting  up, 
came  in  furious  contact  with  the  head  of  the 
marquis,  and  demolished  every  curl  in  a 
twinkling,  while  his  own  skull,  at  the  same 
instant,  descended  upon  the  side  of  his  couch 
with  such  violence,  that  liis  periwig  was 
struck  off,  and  the  whole  room  filled  with 
pulvilio. 

The  drollery  of  distress  that  attended  this 
disaster  entirely  vanquished  the  affected  grav- 
ity of  our  voung  gentleman,  who  was  obliged 
to  suppress  his  laughter  by  cramming  his 
handkerchief  into  his  mouth  ;  for  the  bare- 
Iieaded  German  asked  pardon  with  such 
ridiculous  confusion,  and  the  marquis  admit- 
ted his  apology  with  such  rueful  complaisance, 
as  were  sufficient  to  awaken  the  mirth  of  a 
quietist. 

This  misfortune  being  repaired,  as  well  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  occasion  would  per- 
mit, and  every  one  settled  according  to  the 
arrangement  already  described,  the  doctor 
graciously  undertook  to  give  some  account 
of  the  dislies  as  they  occurred,  that  tlie  com- 
pany might  be  directed  in  their  choice  ;  and, 
with  an  air  of  infinite  satisfaction,  thus  be- 
gan : — "This  here,  gentlemen,  is  a  boiled 
goose,  served  ^p  in  a  sauce  composed  of 
pepper,  lovage,  coriander,  mint,  rue,  an- 
chovies, and  oil.  I  wish  for  your  sakes,  gen- 
tlemen, it  was  one  of  the  geese  of  Ferrara, 
so  much  celebrated  among  the  ancients  for 
the  magnitude  of  their  livers,  one  of  which 
IS  said  to  have  weighed  upwards  of  two 
pounds  ;  with  this  food,  e.xquisite  as  it  was, 
did  the  tyrant  lleliogabalus  regale  his  hounds. 
But  I  beg  pardon,  I  had  almost  forgot  the  soup, 
which  I  hear  is  so  necessary  an  article  at  all 
rabl(  3  in  France.  At  eacli  end  there  are  dishes 
of  the  salacacabia  of  tlie  Romans  ;  one  is 
made  of  parsley,  pennyroyal,  cheese,  pine- 
tops,  honey,  vinegar,  brine,  eggs,  cucum- 
bers, onions,  and  hen  livers  ;  the  other  is 
-luich  the  same  as  the  soup-maigre  of  this 
country.  Then  there  is  a  loin  of  boiled  veal 
with  fennel  and  carraway  seed,  on  a  pottage 


composed  of  pickle,  oil,  honey,  and  fl^ar, 
and  a  curious  hashis  of  the  lights,  liver,  *nd 
blood  of  a  hare,  together  with  a  dish  of  roast, 
ed  pigeons.  Monsieur  le  Baron,  shall  I  hel{) 
you  to  a  plate  of  this  soup  ]"  The  Gennan, 
who  did  not  at  all  disapprove  of  the  ingre- 
dients, assented  to  the  proposal,  and  seemed 
to  relish  the  composition  ;  while  the  marquiS; 
being  asked  by  the  painter  which  of  the  sil. 
lykickabys  he  chose,  was,  in  consequence  of 
his  desire,  accommodated  with  a  portion  of 
tlie  soup-maigre  ;  and  the  count,  in  lieu  of 
spoon  meat,  of  which  he  said  he  was  no  great 
admirer,  supplied  himself  with  a  pigeon, 
therein  conforming  to  tlie  choice  of  our  young 
gentleman,  whose  example  he  determined  to 
follow  through  the  whole  course  of  the  en- 
tertainment. 

The  Frenchman,  having  swallowed  the 
first  spoonful,  made  a  full  pause,  his  throat 
swelled  as  if  an  egg  had  stuck  in  his  gullet, 
his  eyes  rolled,  and  his  mouth  underwent  a 
series  of  involuntary  contractions  and  dila- 
tions. Pallet,  who  looked  steadfastly  at  this 
connoisseur,  with  a  view  of  consulting  his 
taste,  before  he  himself  would  venture  upon 
the  soup,  began  to  be  disturbed  at  these 
emotions,  and  observed,  with  some  concern 
that  the  poor  gentleman  seemed  to  be  going 
into  a  fit ;  when  Peregrine  assured  him,  that 
these  were  symptoms  of  ecstasy,  and,  for 
further  confirmation,  asked  the  marquis  how 
he  found  the  soup.  It  was  with  infinite  dif- 
ficulty  that  his  complaisance  could  so  fai 
master  his  disgust,  as  to  enable  him  to  answer 
"Altogether  excellent,  upon  my  honour!' 
and  the  painter,  being  certified  of  his  appro 
bation,  lifted  the  spoon  to  his  mouth  withou 
scruple;  but  far  from  justifying  the  eulogiun. 
of  his  taster,  wheiT  this  precious  compositiow 
diffused  itself  upon  his  palate,  he  seemed  to 
be  deprived  of  all  sense  and  motion,  and  sat 
like  the  leaden  statue  of  some  river  god,  with 
the  liquor  flowing  out  at  both  sides  of  his 
mouth. 

The  doctor,  alarmed  at  this  indecent  phe- 
nomenon, earnestly  inquired  into  the  cause 
of  it ;  and  when  Pallet  recovered  his  recol- 
lection, and  swore  that  he  would  rather  swal- 
low porridge  made  of  burning  brimstone  than 
such  an  infernal  mess  as  tliat  which  he  had 
tasted,  the  physician,  in  his  own  vindication, 
assured  the  company  that,  except  the  usual 
ingredients,  he  had  mixed  nothing  in  the 
soup  but  some  sal  ammoniac,  instead  of  tlie 
ancient  nit  rum,  which  could  not  now  be  pro- 
cured ;  and  appealed  to  the  marquis,  whether 
such  a  succedaneum  was  not  an  improvement 
on  the  whole.  The  unfortunate  petit  maitre, 
driven  to  the  extremity  of  his  condescension, 
acknowledged  it  to  be  a  masterly  refinement; 
and  deeming  himself  obliged,  in  point  of 
honour,  to  evince  his  sentiments  by  liis 
practice,  forced  a  few  more  mouthfuls  of 
this  disagreeable  potion  down  his  throat,  till 
his  stomach  was  so  much  offended,  that  hn 
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Kas  compelled  to  start  up  of  a  siulilen ;  and, 
111  tlie  Imrry  of  his  elevation,  overturned  his 
ulatc  into  the  bosom  of  the  barou.  The 
••merfjency  of  liis  occasions  would  not  permit 
tiun  to  stay  and  make  a})ologies  for  this  ab- 
rupt behaviour ;  so  that  lie  flew  into  anotiicr 
apartment,  where  Pickle  found  him  puking, 
and  crossinij  himself  with  great  devotion; 
and  a  chair,  at  his  desire,  being  brought  to 
the  door,  he  slipped  into  it  more  dead  than 
alive,  conjuring  iiis  friend  Pickle  to  make  his 
peace  with  the  company,  and  in  particular 
excuse  him  to  the  baron,  on  account  of  the 
violent  fit  of  illness  witii  wJiich  he  had  been 
seized.  It  was  not  without  reason  that  he 
employed  a  mediator;  for  when  our  hero  re- 
turned to  the  dining-room,  the  German  got 
up,  and  was  under  t!ie  hands  of  his  own 
acqucy,  who  wiped  the  grease  from  a  rich 
'mbroidered  waistcoat,  while  he,  almost 
irantic  with  his  misfortune,  stamped  upon 
I  lie  ground,  and  in  High  Dutch  cursed  the 
unlucky  banquet,  and  the  impertinent  enter- 
tainer, who  all  this  time,  with  great  dolibera- 
f.ion,  consoled  him  forthedisaster,  by  assuring 
him,  that  the  damage  might  be  repaired  witli 
some  oil  of  turpentine  and  a  hot  iron.  Pe- 
regrine, who  could  scarce  refrain  from  laugh- 
ing in  his  face,  appeased  his  indignation,  by 
telling  him  how  much  the  whole  company, 
and  especially  the  marquis,  was  mortiticd  at 
the  accident ;  and  the  unhappy  salacacabia 
being  removed,  the  places  were  filled  with 
two  pyes,  one  of  dormice,  liquored  with  syrup 
of  white  poppies,  which  tiie  doctor  had  sub- 
stituted in  the  room  of  roasted  poppysced, 
formerly  eaten  with  honey,  as  a  dessert;  and 
the  other  composed  of  an  hock  of  pork  baked 
in  honey. 

Pallet,  hearing  the  first  of  these  dishes  de- 
scribed, lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes,  and, 
with  signs  of  loathing  and  amazement,  pro- 
nounced, "A  pie  made  of  dormice  and  syrup 
of  poppies !  Lord  in  heaven  !  what  beastly 
fellows  those  Romans  were  !"  His  friend 
checked  him  for  his  irreverent  exclamation 
with  a  severe  look,  and  recommended  the 
veal,  of  which  he  himself  cheerfully  ate,  with 
such  encomiums  to  the  company,  that  the 
Daron  resolved  to  imitate  his  example,  after 
having  called  for  a  bumper  of  Burgundy, 
which  the  physician,  for  his  sake,  wislied  to 
have  been  the  true  wine  of  Falernuin.  Tiie 
painter,  seeing  nothing  else  upon  the  table 
which  he  would  venture  to  touch,  made  a 
merit  of  necessity,  and  had  recourse  to  the 
veal  also  ;  although  he  could  not  help  saying, 
that  he  would  not  give  one  slice  of  the  roast 
necf  of  Old  England  for  all  the  dainties  of  a 
Roman  emperor's  table.  But  all  the  doctor's 
mvitations  and  assurances  could  not  prevail 
upon  his  guests  to  honour  the  hashis  and  the 
poose  ;  and  that  course  wtus  succeeded  by 
an3ther,  in  which  he  told  them  were  divers 
of  tiiose  dishes,  which,  among  the  ancients. 
Dad  obtained  the  appellation  of  politple.s,  or 


magnificent.  "That  which  smokes  in  tiie 
middle,"  said  he,  "  is  a  sow's  stomach,  tilled 
with  a  composition  of  minced  pork,  hog'.H 
brains,  eggs,  pepper,  cloves,  garlic,  aniseed, 
rue,  ginger,  oil,  wine,  and  pickle.  On  the 
right-hand  side  are  the  teats  and  be  ly  of  a 
sow  just  farrowed,  fried  with  sweet  wine,  oil, 
flour,  lovage,  and  pepper.  On  the  left  is  n 
fricassee  of  snails,  tod,  or  rather  purged, 
with  milk.  At  that  end  next  Mr  Pallet  are 
fritters  of  poinpions,  lovage,  origanum,  and 
oil  ;  and  here  are  a  couple  of  pullets,  roasted 
and  stufl'ed  in  the  manner  of  Appicius." 

The  painter,  who  had  by  wry  faces  testi- 
fied his  abhorrence  of  tlie  sow's  stomach, 
which  he  compared  to  a  bagpipe,  and  tiic 
snails  which  had  undergone  purgation,  no 
sooner  heard  him  mention  the  roasted  pullets, 
than  he  eagerly  solicited  a  wing  of  the  fowl  : 
upon  which  the  doctor  desired  he  would  take 
the  trouble  of  cutting  them  up,  and  according- 
ly sent  them  round,  while  Mr  Pallet  tucked 
the  table  cloth  under  his  chin,  and  brandished 
his  knife  and  fork  with  singular  address  ; 
but  scarce  were  they  set  down  before  him, 
when  the  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks,  and 
he  called  aloud,  in  a  manifest  disorder, — 
"  Zounds  !  this  is  the  essence  of  a  whole 
bed  of  garlic  !"  That  he  might  not,  however, 
disappoint  or  disgrace  the  entertainer,  lie 
apphed  his  instruments  to  one  of  the  birds  : 
and,  when  he  opened  up  the  cavity,  was  as- 
saulted by  such  an  irruption  of  intolerable 
smells,  that,  without  staying  to  disengage 
himself  from  the  cloth,  he  sprung  away,  witii 
an  exclamation  of  "  Lord  Jesus  !"  and  ii.- 
volvcd  the  whole  table  in  havoc,  ruin,  and 
confusion. 

Before  Pickle  could  accomplish  his  escape, 
he  was  sauced  with  a  syrup  of  the  dormice 
pye,  which  went  to  pieces  in  the  general 
wreck  :  and  as  for  the  Italian  count,  he  was 
overwhelmed  by  the  sow's  stomach,  whicii, 
bursting  in  the  fall,  discharged  its  contents 
upon  his  leg  and  thigh,  and  scalded  him  so 
miserably,  that  he  sliricked  with  anguish, 
and  grinned  with  a  most  ghastly  and  horri- 
ble aspect. 

The  baron,  who  sat  secure  without  the 
vortex  of  this  tumult,  was  not  at  all  dis- 
pleased at  seeing  his  companions  involved 
in  such  a  calamity  as  that  which  he  had 
already  shared;  but  the  doctor  was  confound- 
ed with  shame  and  vexation.  After  having 
prescribed  an  application  of  oil  to  the  count  s 
leg,  he  expressed  his  sorrow  for  the  misad- 
venture, which  he  openly  ascribed  to  want 
of  taste  and  prudence  in  the  painter,  \\\w 
did  not  think  proper  to  return,  and  make  an 
apology  in  person ;  and  protested  that  there 
was  n"othing  in  the  fowls  which  could  give  of 
fence  to  a  sensible  nose,  the  stufling  being  a 
mixture  of  pepper,  lovage,  and  assafcclida,  and 
the  sauce  consisting  of  wine  and  herring 
pickle,  which  he  had  used  instead  of  the  cele- 
brated  irarum  "f  the  Romans  ;  that  famo  iB 
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pickle  having  been  prepared  sometimes  of 
t}ie  sco-mhri,  which  were  a  sort  of  tunny- 
fish,  and  sometimes  of  the  silurus,  or  shad 
fish  ;  nay,  he  observed,  tiiat  there  was  a  tliird 
kind  called  garum  hcemation,  made  of  the 
j^uts,  gills  and  blood  of  the  thynnus. 

The  physician,  finding  it  would  be  imprac- 
ticable to  re-establish  the  order  of  the  ban- 
quet, by  presenting  again  the  dishes  which 
had  been  discomposed,  ordered  every  tiling 
to  be  removed,  a  clean  cloth  to  be  laid,  and 
the  dessert  to  be  brought  mi. 

Meanwhile,  he  regrettea  1  is  incapacity  to 
give  them  a  specimen  of  the  aliens,  or  fish- 
meals  of  the  ancients,  such  as  the  ^'w*  diaha- 
ton,  the  conger-eel,  which  in  Galen's  opinion 
is  hard  of  digestion;  the  cornuta,  or  gur- 
nard, described  by  Pliny  in  his  Natural 
History,  who  says,  the  horns  of  many  were 
a  foot  and  a  half  in  length;  the  mullet  and 
lamprey,  that  were  in  tlie  highest  estimation 
of  old,  of  whicii  last  Julius  Ca}sar  borrowed 
six  thousand  for  one  triumphal  supper.  He 
observed,  that  the  manner  of  dressing  them 
was  described  by  Horace,  in  tiie  account 
lie  gives  of  the  entertainment  to  which  Maece- 
nas was  invited  by  the  epicure  Nasiedenus, 

AfTcrUir  sqiiiUos  inter  Mureiia  natunles,  ^c. 

and  told  them,  that  they  were  commonly 
•.•.vt..u  with  the  thus  Syriacum,  a  certain 
a:  0(jyne  and  astringent  seed,  which  qualified 
tde  purgative  nature  of  the  fish.  Finally, 
this  learned  physician  gave  them  to  under- 
Etand,  that,  though  this  was  reckoned  a  luxu- 
rious dish  in  the  zenith  of  the  Roman  taste, 
it  was  by  no  means  comparable,  in  point  of 
expense,  to  some  preparations  in  vogue, 
about  the  time  of  that  absurd  voluptuary 
Heliogabaluii,  who  ordered  the  brains  of  six 
hundred  ostrJches  to  be  compounded  in  one 
mess. 

By  this  time  the  dessert  appeared,  and  the 
company  were  not  a  little  rejoiced  to  see 
plain  olives  in  salt  and  water :  but  what  the 
master  of  the  feast  valued  himself  upon  was 
a  sort  of  jelly,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  pre- 
ferable to  the  hypotrimma  of  Hesychius, 
beingamlxture  of  vinegar,  pickle,  and  honey, 
boiled  to  a  proper  consistence,  and  candied 
assafoBtida,  which  he  asserted,  in  contradic- 
tion to  Aumelbergius  and  Lister,  was  no 
other  than  the  laser  Syriamm,  so  precious 
as  to  be  sold  among  the  ancients  to  the  weight 
of  a  silver  penny.  The  gentlemen  took  his 
word  for  the  excellency  of  this  gum,  but  con- 
tented themselves  with  the  olives,  which 
gave  such  an  agreeable  relish  to  the  wine, 
that  they  seemed  very  well  disposed  to  con- 
Bole  themselves  for  the  disgraces  they  had 
endured ;  and  Pickle,  unwilling  to  lose  the 
least  circumstance  of  entertainment  that 
could  be  enjoyed  in  their  company,  went  in 
quest  of  the  painter,  who  remained  in  his 
penitentials  in  another  apartment,  and  could  j 
not  be  persuaded  tc  re-enter  the  banqueting  ] 


room,  until  Peregrine  undertook  to  procure 
his  pardon  from  those  whom  he  had  injured 
Having  assured  him  of  this  indulgence,  cut 
young  gentleman  led  him  in  like  a  crimina.!, 
bowing  on  all  hands  with  an  air  of  humility 
and  contrition ;  and  particularly  addressing 
himself  to  the  count,  to  whom  he  swore 
in  English,  as  God  was  his  Saviour,  he  had 
no  intent  to  affront  man,  woman,  or  child  ; 
but  was  fain  to  make  the  best  of  his  way, 
that  he  might  not  give  the  honourable  com- 
pany cause  of  offence,  by  obeying  the  dic- 
tates of  nature  in  their  presence. 

When  Pickle  interpreted  this  apology  to 
the  Italian,  Pallet  was  forgiven  in  verj'  polite 
terms,  and  even  received  into  favour  by  his 
friend  the  doctor,  in  consequence  of  our  hero's 
intercession  ;  so  that  all  the  guests  forgot 
their  chagrin,  and  paid  their  respects  so 
piously  to  the  bottle,  that,  in  a  short  tim.e, 
the  champaign  produced  very  endent  effects 
in  the  behaviour  of  all  present. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 

The  painter  is  persuaded  to  accompany 
Pickle  to  a  masquerade  in  vjomayi's  ap- 
parel— is  engaged  in  a  troublesome  ad- 
venture, and,  with  his  companion,  con- 
veyed to  the  Bastile. 

The  painter,  at  the  request  of  Pickle,  who 
had  a  design  upon  the  count's  sense  of  hear- 
insr,  favoured  the  company  with  the  song  of 
Bumper  squire  Jones,  which  yielded  infinite 
satisfaction  to  the  baron  ;  but  affected  the 
delicate  ears  of  the  Italian  in  such  a  manner, 
that  his  features  expressed  astonishment  and 
disquiet ;  and,  by  his  sudden  and  repeated  jour- 
neys to  the  door,  it  plainly  appeared  that  he 
was  in  the  same  predicament  with  those  who, 
as  Shakspeare  observes,  when  the  bagpipe 
sings  in  the  nose,  cannot  contain  their  unne 
for  affection. 

With  a  view,  therefore,  of  vindicating 
music  from  such  a  barbarous  taste,  Mr  Pal- 
let had  no  sooner  performed  his  task,  than 
the  count  honoured  his  friends  with  some 
favourite  airs  of  his  own  country,  which  he 
warbled  with  infinite  grace  and  expression, 
though  they  had  not  energ)'  sufficient  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  German,  who 
fell  fast  asleep  upon  his  couch,  and  snored 
so  loud  as  to  interrupt,  and  totally  annul, 
this  ravishing  entertainment ;  so  that  they 
were  fain  to  have  recourse  again  to  the 
glass,  which  made  such  innovations  upon 
the  brain  of  the  physician,  that  he  sung 
divers  odes  of  Anacreon,  to  a  tune  of  his 
own  composing,  and  held  forth  upon  the 
music  and  reeitative  of  the  ancients  with 
great  erudition  ;  while  Pallet,  having  found 
means  to  "aiake  the  Italian  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  his  profession,  haran^^ued  up- 
on painting   with   wonderful  volubility,  in  >■ 
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Aoguage  which  (it  was  well  for  Jiis  own 
;re<Jit)   tlie  stranjfcr  did  nut  understand. 

At  length  the  doctor  was  seized  witii  such 
a  quahn,  tliat  he  beirged  Peregrine  to  lead 
him  to  his  cliainber ;  and  the  baron  being 
waked,  retired  witli  the  count. 

Peregrine,  being  rendered  frolicsome  with 
the  wine  he  had  drank,  proposed  that  he 
and  Pallet  should  go  to  a  masquerade,  which 
iie  recollected  was  to  be  given  that  night. 
The  painter  did  not  want  curiosity  and  incli- 
nation to  accompany  liim,  but  c.\i)rcsscd  his 
apprehension  of  losing  iiim  in  the  ball,  an 
•■-ccident  which  could  not  fail  to  be  very  disa- 
greeable, as  he  was  an  utter  stranger  to  the 
languiige  and  the  town.  To  obviate  this 
objection,  the  landlady,  who  was  of  their 
council,  advised  him  to  appear  in  a  woman's 
dress,  wiiich  would  lay  his  companion  under 
the  necessity  of  attending  him  with  more 
care,  as  he  could  not,  with  decency,  detach 
himself  from  the  lady  whom  he  should  intro- 
duce ;  besides,  such  a  supposed  coimcxion 
wyuld  hinder  the  ladies  of  pleasure  from  ac- 
costing and  employing  their  seducing  arts 
upon  a  person  already  engaged. 

Our  young  gentleman,  foreseeing  the 
abundance  of  diversion  in  the  execution  of 
this  project,  seconded  the  proposal  with 
such  importunity  and  address,  that  the  pain- 
ter allowed  himself  to  be  habited  in  a  suit 
belonging  to  the  landlady,  who  also  procured 
tor  him  a  mask  and  domino,  while  Pickle 
provided  himself  with  a  Spanish  dress.  In 
this  disguise,  which  they  put  on  about  eleven 
o'clock,  did  they,  attended  by  Pipes,  set  out 
in  a  fiacre  for  the  ball  room,  into  which 
Pickle  led  this  suppositious  female,  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  the  whole  company,  who  had 
never  seen  such  an  uncouth  figure  in  the 
appearance  of  a  woman. 

After  they  had  taken  a  view  of  all  the 
remarkable  masks,  and  the  painter  had  been 
treated  with  a  glass  of  liquor,  his  mischievous 
companion  gave  him  the  slip,  and  vanishing 
in  an  instant,  returned  with  another  mask 
and  a  domino  over  his  habit,  that  he  might 
enjoy  Pallet's  perplexity,  and  be  at  hand  to 
protect  him  from  insult. 

The  poor  painter,  having  lost  his  guide, 
was  almost  distracted  with  anxiety,  and 
stalked  about  the  room  in  quest  of  him,  with 
such  huge  strides  and  oddity  of  gesture, 
that  he  was  followed  by  a  whole  multitude, 
who  gazed  at  him  as  a  preternatural  pheno- 
menon. This  attendance  increased  his  un- 
ff  siness  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  could  not 
help  uttering  a  soliloquy  aloud,  in  which  he 
cursed  his  fate  for  having  depended  upon  the 
promise  of  such  a  wag;  and  swore,  that,  if 
once  he  was  clear  of  tliis  scrape,  he  would 
not  bring  himself  into  such  a  premunire 
igain  for  the  whole  kingdom  of  France. 

Divers  pctit-rnaitres,  understanding  the 
masque  was  a  foreigner,  who,  in  all  proba- 
bility  could  not  speak  French,  made  up  to 


him  in  their  turns,  in  order  to  display  their 
wit  and  address,  and  teased  him  with  seve- 
ral arch  questions,  to  w-hich  he  made  no 
other  answer  than,  "  No  parly  Francy. 
Danm  your  chattering ! — go  about  your 
business,  can't  ye  !"  Among  the  masks  was 
a  nobleman,  who  began  to  be  very  free  with 
the  supposed  lady,  and  attempted  to  plunge 
his  hand  into  her  bosom  ;  but  the  painter 
was  too  modest  to  suller  such  indecent  treat- 
ment ;  and,  when  the  gallant  repeated  his 
ellbrls  in  a  manner  still  more  indelicate,  lent 
him  such  a  box  on  the  ear,  as  made  the  lights 
dance  before  him,  and  created  such  a  suspi- 
cion of  Pallet's  sex,  thai  the  Frenchman  swore 
he  was  either  a  male  or  hermaphrodite,  and  in- 
sisted upon  a  scrutiny,  for  the  sake  of  his  o\\  n 
honour,  with  such  obstinacy  of  resentment, 
that  the  fictitious  nymph  was  in  imminci^ 
danger,  not  only  of  being  exposed,  but  also 
of  undergoing  severe  chastisement,  for  having 
made  so  free  with  the  prince's  ear  ;  when  Per<? 
grine,  who  saw  and  overheard  every  thin^ 
that  passed,  thought  it  was  high  time  to  in- 
terpose ;  and  accordingly  asserted  liis  pre- 
tensions to  the  insulted  lady,  who  was  over- 
joyed  at  this  proof  of  his  protection. 

The  aiirontod  gallant  persevered  in  de- 
manding to  know  who  she  was,  and  our  liero 
as  strenuously  refused  to  give  him  that  satis- 
faction :  so  that  high  words  ensued ;  and  the 
prince  threatening  to  punish  his  insolence, 
the  young  gentleman,  who  was  not  supposed 
to  know  his  quality,  pointed  to  the  place 
where  his  owm  sword  used  to  hang ;  and, 
snapping  his  fingers  in  his  face,  laid  hold  on 
the  ))a!nter's  arm,  and  led  him  to  another  part 
of  the  room,  leaving  his  antagonist  to  the 
meditation  of  his  own  revenge. 

Pallet,  having  chid  his  conductor  for  his 
barbarous  desertion,  made  him  acquainted 
with  the  dilficulty  in  which  he  had  been  in- 
volved, and,  flatly  telling  him  he  would  not 
put  it  in  his  power  to  give  him  the  slip  again, 
held  fast  by  his  arm  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  entertainment,  to  the  no  small 
diversion  of  the  company,  whose  attention 
W'as  altogether  engrossed  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  such  o.n  awkward,  ungainly,  stalking 
apparition.  At  last.  Pickle  being  tired  of 
exhibiting  this  rare-show,  complied  with  the 
repeated  desires  of  his  companion,  and  handed 
her  into  the  coach  ;  which  he  himself  had  no 
sooner  entered,  than  they  were  surrounded 
by  a  file  of  nmsketeers,  commanded  by  an 
exempt,  who,  ordering  the  coach-door  to  be 
opened,  took  his  place  with  great  deliberation 
while  one  of  his  detachment  mounted  the  box 
in  order  to  direct  the  driver. 

Peregrine  at  once  conceived  the  meaning 
of  this  arrest,  and  it  was  well  for  him  he  had 
no  weapon  wherewith  to  stand  upon  his  de- 
fence ;  for  such  was  the  impetuosity  and  rash- 
ness of  his  temper,  that,  had  he  been  armod.. 
he  would  have  run  all  risks  rather  than  'sur- 
render himself  to  any  odds  whatever;  bu* 
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i^allel,  imagining  that  the  officer  was  some 
gentleman  who  had  mistaken  their  car- 
riage for  liis  own,  desired  his  friend  to  unde- 
ceive the  stranger;  and  when  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  real  stale  of  their  condition, 
his  knees  began  to  shake,  his  teeth  to  cliatter, 
and  he  uttered  a  most  doleful  lamentation, 
importing  his  fear  of  being  carried  to  some 
hideous  dungeon  of  the  bastile,  where  he 
should  spend  the  rest  of  Iiis  days  in  inisery 
and  horror,  and  never  see  the  light  of  God's 
.-un,  nor  the  face  of  a  friend,  but  perish  in  a 
foreign  land,  far  removed  from  his  family  and 
connexions.  Pickle  damned  him  for  his 
pusillanimity;  and  the  exempt  hearing  a  lady 
bemoan  herself  so  piteously,  expressed  his 
mortification  at  being  the  instrument  of  giv- 
ing her  such  pain,  and  endeavoured  to  console 
them,  by  representing  the  lenity  of  the  French 
government,  and  the  singular  generosity  of 
the  prmce  by  whose  order  they  were  appre- 
hended. 

Peregrine,  whose  discretion  seemed  to 
forsake  him  on  all  such  occasions,  exclaimed 
.vitli  great  bitterness  against  the  arbitrary 
administration  of  France,  and  inveighed, 
with  many  expressions  of  contempt,  against 
the  character  of  the  offended  prince,  whose 
resentment,  far  from  being  noble,  he  said, 
was  pitiful,  ungenerous,  and  unjust.  To  this 
remonstrance  the  officer  made  no  reply,  but 
shrugged  up  his  shoulders  in  silent  astonish- 
ment at  the  harJicsse  of  the  prisoner ;  and 
the  fiacre  was  just  on  the  point  of  setting 
out,  when  they  heard  the  noise  of  a  scuffle 
at  the  back  of  the  coach,  and  the  voice  of 
Tom  Pipes,  pronouncing,  ♦'  Fll  be  damn'd 
if  I  do."  This  trusty  attendant  had  been 
desired  by  one  of  the  guard  to  descend  from 
nis  station  in  the  rear,  but,  as  he  resolved 
to  share  his  master's  fate,  lie  took  no  notice 
of  their  entreaties,  until  they  were  seconded 
by  force;  and  that  he  endeavoured  to  repel 
with  his  heel,  which  lie  applied  with  such 
onergy  to  the  jaws  of  the  soldier  who  first 
came  in  contact  with  him,  that  they  emitted 
a  crashing  sound  like  a  dried  walnut  between 
the  grinders  of  a  templar  in  the  pit.  Exas- 
perated at  this  outrage,  the  other  saluted 
Tom's  posteriors  witli  his  bayonet,  which 
mcommoded  him  so  much,  that  he  could  no 
longer  keep  his  post,  but  leaping  upon  the 
ground,  gave  his  antagonist  a  cliuck  under 
the  chin,  which  laid  him  upon  his  back,  and 
tlien  skipping  over  him  with  infinite  agility, 
absconded  among  the  crowd  of  coaches,  till 
he  saw  the  guard  mount  before  and  behind 
ap-on  his  master's  fiacre,  which  no  sooner 
sot  forward  than  he  followed  at  a  small  dis- 
tance, to  reconnoitre  the  place  where  Pere- 
grine should  be  confined. 

After   having   proceeded    slowly  through 

many  windings  and   turnings,  to  a  part  of 

Paris  in  which  Pipes  was  an   utter  stranger, 

he   ccKich  stopped  at  a  great  gate,  witli   a 

middle,  which  being  opened  at 


the  approach  of  tlie  carriage,  the  prisoners 
were  admitted  ;  and  the  guard  returned  with 
the  fiacre.  Tom  determined  to  watc'i  in 
that  place  all  night,  that  in  tlie  morning  he 
might  make  such  observations  as  might  be 
conducive  to  the  enlarofement  of  his  master 


CHAPTER  XLVL 

By  thp.  fidelity  of  Pipes,  Jolter  is  infor.ned 
of  his  pupil's  fate — confers  with  the  phy- 
sician— applies  to  the  ambassador,  who, 
with  great  difficulty,  obtains  the  dis- 
charge of  the  j)risoners,  on  certain,  con- 
ditions. 

This  plan  he  executed,  notwithstanding  tlu, 
pain  of  his  wound,  and  the  questions  of  the 
city  guard,  both  horse  and  foot,  to  which  he 
could  make  no  other  answer  than  "  Anglois, 
Anglois;"  and  as  soon  as  it  was  light,  tak 
ing  an  accurate  survey  of  the  castle  (for  sucL. 
it  seemed  to  be)  into  which  Peregrine  and 
Pallet  had  been  conveyed,  together  with  its 
situation  in  respect  to  the  river,  he  went 
home  to  their  lodgings,  and  waking  Mr  Jol- 
ter, gave  him  an  account  of  the  adventure. 
The  governor  wrung  his  hands  in  the  utmost 
grief  and  consternation,  when  he  heard  this 
unfortunate  piece  of  news ;  he  did  not  doubt 
that  his  pupil  was  imprisoned  in  the  bastile 
for  life  ;  and,  in  the  anguish  of  his  apprehen- 
sion, cursed  the  day  on  which  he  had  under- 
taken to  superintend  the  conduct  of  such  an 
imprudent  young  man,  who  had,  by  reiterat- 
ed insults,  provoked  the  vengeance  of  such  a 
mild,  forbearing  administration.  That  he 
might  not,  however,  neglect  any  means  in 
his  power  to  extricate  him  from  his  present 
misfortune,  lie  despatched  Thomas  to  the 
doctor,  with  an  account  of  his  companion's 
fate,  that  they  might  join  their  interest  in 
behc^If  of  the  captives;  and  the  physician  be- 
ing informed  of  what  had  happened,  immedi- 
ately dressed  himself,  and  repaired  to  Jolter, 
whom  he  accosted  in  these  words  :  "Now, 
Sir,  I  hope  you  are  convinced  of  your  error,* 
in  asserting,  that  oppression  can  never  be 
the  effect  of  arbitrary  power.  Such  a  ca- 
lamity as  this  could  never  have  happened  un- 
der the  Athenian  democracy;  nay,  even  when 
the  tyrant  Pisistratus  got  possession  of  that 
commonwealth,  he  durst  not  venture  to  rule 
with  such  absolute  and  unjust  dominion.. 
You  shall  see  now  that  Mr  Pickle  and  my 
friend  Pallet  will  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  tyran- 
ny of  lawless  power  ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  we 
shall  be  accessory  to  the  ruin  of  this  poo? 
enslaved  people,  if  we  bestir  ourselves  in  de 
manding  or  imploring  the  release  of  our  un 
happy  countrymen  ;  as  we  may  tliereby  pre- 
vent the  commission  of  a  flagrant  crime, 
which  would  fill  up  the  vengeance  of  Hea- 
ven against  the  perpetrators,  and  perhapa 
be  the  means  of  rcstorin£f  a  whole  natioi)  '^o 


ADVENTURES  OP  PERIXJRINE  PICKLE. 


13)1 


ie  unspeakable  t'niitioii  of  freedom.  For 
my  own  part,  I  slionkl  rejoice  to  see  the 
blood  of  my  fatlier  spilt  in  sucii  a  jjlorions 
cause,  provided  sucli  a  vielim  would  furnit-h 
ine  with  the  opportunity  of  dissolving  the 
ciiains  of  slavery,  and  vindicatiiijr  that  liher- 
ty  which  is  the  birtliri<fht  of  man.  Then 
would  my  name  be  immortalized  amont,'  the 
patriot  lieroes  of  antiquity,  and  my  memory, 
kike  that  of  Ilarmodius  and  Aristogiton,  be 
honoured  by  statues  erected  at  the  public 
expense."  Tiiis  rhapsody,  which  was  de- 
livered with  great  emphasis  and  agitation, 
gave  so  much  oflence  to  Jolter,  that,  without 
speaking  one  won!,  he  retired  in  great  wrath 
to  his  own  chamber,  and  the  republican  re- 
turned to  his  lodging,  in  full  hope  of  his  prog- 
nostic being  veritied  in  the  death  and  des- 
truction of  I'eregrine  and  the  painter,  which 
must  give  rise  to  some  renowned  revolution, 
wherein  he  himself  would  act  a  principal 
part.  But  the  governor,  whose  imagination 
was  not  quite  so  warm  and  prolific,  went  di- 
rectly to  the  ambassador,  wiiom  he  informed 
of  his  pupil's  situation,  and  besought  to  in- 
terpose with  the  French  ministry,  that  he 
and  the  other  British  subject  might  obtain 
their  liberty.  His  excellency  asked  if  Jolter 
could  guess  at  the  cause  of  his  imprisonment, 
tliat  he  might  be  the  better  prepared  to  vin- 
dicate or  excuse  his  conduct;  but  neither  he 
nor  Pipes  could  give  the  smallest  hint  of  in- 
telligence on  that  subject;  though  he  furnish- 
ed himself,  from  Tom's  own  mouth,  with  a 
circumstantial  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  his  master  had  been  arrested,  as  well 
as  of  his  own  behaviour,  and  the  disaster  he 
had  received  on  that  occasion.  His  lordship 
never  doubted  that  Pickle  had  brought  this  ca- 
lamity upon  himselfby  some  unlucky  prank  he 
had  played  at  the  masquerade;  especially 
when  he  understood  that  the  young  gentle- 
man had  drank  freely  in  the  atlernoon,  and 
been  so  whimsical  as  to  go  thither  with  a 
man  in  woman's  api)arel :  and  he,  that  same 
day,  waited  on  the  Frencli  nimister,  in  full 
confidence  of  obtaining  his  discliargc ;  but 
met  with  more  difficulty  than  he  expected, 
the  court  of  France  being  extremely  punctil- 
ious in  every  thing  that  concerns  a  prince  of 
the  blood  :  tlie  ambassador  was  therefore 
obliged  to  talk  in  very  fiigh  terms  ;  and  though 
Mie  present  circumstances  of  the  French  po- 
litics would  not  allow  them  to  fall  tkit  with 
the  British  administration  for  trifles,  all  the 
favour  he  could  procure  was  a  promise  that 
Pickle  should  be  set  at  liberty,  provided  he 
would  ask  pardon  of  the  prince  to  whom  lie 
had  given  off'ence.  His  excellency  thought 
this  was  but  a  reasonable  condescension,  sup- 
posing Peregrine  to  have  been  in  the  wrong  ; 
and  Jolter  was  admitted  to  liim,  in  order  to 
communicate  and  reinforce  his  lordship's  ad- 
vice, which  was,  that  he  should  comply  with 
the  terms  proposed.  The  governor,  who 
did  not  enter  this   gloomy   fortress  without 
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fear  and  trembling,  founl  his  pupil  in  a  di.-- 
inal  apartment,  void  of  all  furniture  but  a 
stool  and  truckle-i)ed  :  the  nionuMit  he  wa.s 
admitted,  he  perceived  the  youth  whistling 
with  great  unconcern,  and  working  with  his 
pencil  at  the  bare  wall,  on  which  he  had  de- 
lineated a  ludicrous  figure,  labelled  with  the 
name  of  the  nobleman  whom  he  had  atl'ront- 
cd,  and  an  English  mastiff,  with  hisleglifled 
up,  in  the  attitude  of  making  water  in  Ids 
shoe.  He  had  been  even  so  presumptuous  as 
to  explain  the  device  with  satirical  inscrip- 
tions in  the  French  language,  which,  when 
.Toltcr  perused,  iiis  hair  stood  ou  end  with 
aflright.  The  very  turnkey  was  confounded 
and  overawed  by  the  boldness  of  his  beha- 
viour, which  lie  liad  never  seen  matched  by 
any  inhabitant  of  that  place;  and  actually 
joined  his  friend  in  persuading  him  to  submit 
to  the  easy  demand  of  the  minister.  But 
our  hero,  far  from,  embracing  the  counsel  of 
this  advocate,  handed  liim  to  the  door  with 
great  ceremony,  and  dismissed  him  with  a 
kick  on  the  breech;  and  to  all  the  supplica- 
tions, and  even  tears  of  Jolter,  made  no  other 
reply,  than  that  he  would  stoop  to  no  con- 
descension, because  he  had  committed  no 
crime ;  but  would  leave  his  case  to  the  cog- 
nizance and  exertion  of  the  British  court, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  see  justice  done  to  its 
own  subjects  :  he  desired,  however,  that  Pal- 
let, who  was  confined  in  another  place,  might 
avail  himself  of  his  own  disposition,  which 
was  sufficiently  pliable.  But  wjicn  the  gov- 
ernor desired  to  see  his  fellow-prisoner,  the 
turnkey  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  had 
received  no  orders  relating  to  the  lady,  and 
therefore  could  not  admit  mm  into  her  apart- 
ment ;  though  he  was  complaisant  enough  to 
tell  him,  that  she  seemed  very  much  morti- 
fied at  her  confinement,  and  at  certain  times 
behaved  as  if  her  brain  was  not  a  little  dis- 
ordered. Jolter,  thus  baffled  in  all  his  endea- 
vours, quitted  the  bastile  with  a  heavy  heart, 
and  reported  his  fruitless  negotiation  to  the 
ambassador,  who  could  not  help  breaking 
forth  into  some  acrimonious  expressions 
against  the  obstinacy  and  insolence  of  the 
young  man,  who,  he  said,  deserved  to  suffer 
for  his  folly.  Nevertheless,  he  did  not  de- 
sist from  h'lH  representations  to  the  French 
ministry,  which  he  found  so  unyielding,  that 
ne  was  obliged  to  threaten,  in  plain  terms, 
to  make  it  a  national  concern;  and  not  only 
write  to  his  court  for  instructions,  but  even 
advise  the  council  to  make  reprisals,  and  send 
some  French  gentleman  in  London  to  the 
Tower. 

This  intimation  had  an  effect  upon  the  mi- 
nistry at  Versailles,  who,  rather  than  run  the 
risk  of  incensing  a  people,  whom  it  wag 
neither  their  interest  nor  inclination  to  dis- 
oblicro,  consented  to  discharge  the  offenders, 
on  condition  that  they  should  leave  Paris  in 
three  days  after  their  enlargement.  Thin 
proposal  was  readily  agreed  to  by  Peregr'nc. 
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who  was  now  a  little  more  tractable,  and 
heartily  tired  of  being'  cooped  up  in  such  an 
jnconifortablo  abode,  for  the  space  of  three 
long  days,  without  any  sort  of  communica- 
aon  or  entertainment  but  that  which  his  own 
imagination  suggested. 


CHAPTER  XLVIL 

Peregrine  makes  himself  merry  %t  the  ex- 
pense of  the  painter,  who  curses  his  land- 
lady, and  breaks  with  the  doctcr. 

As  he  could  easily  conceive  the  situation  of 
his  companion  in  adversity,  he  was  unwilling 
to  leave  the  place  until  he  had  reaped  some 
diversion  from  liis  distress,  and  with  that 
view  repaired  to  the  dungeon  of  the  afflicted 
painter,  to  which  lie  had  by  this  time  free 
access.  When  he  entered,  tJie  first  object 
that  presented  itself  to  his  eye  was  so  un- 
commonly ridiculous,  that  he  could  scarce 
preserve  that  gravity  of  countenance  which 
ne  had  affected  in  order  to  execute  the  joke 
\e  had  planned.  The  forlorn  Pallet  sat 
upright  in  his  bed,  in  a  dishabille  that  was 
altogether  e.xtraordinary.  He  had  laid  aside 
his  monstrous  hoop,  together  with  his  stays, 
gown,  and  petticoat,  wrapped  his  lappets 
about  his  head  by  way  of  night-cap,  and  wore 
his  domino  as  a  loose  morning  dress  ;  his 
grizzled  locks  hung  down  about  his  lack- 
lustre eyes  and  tawny  neck,  in  all  the  dis- 
order of  negligence  ;  his  grey  beard  bristled 
about  iialf  an  inch  through  tiae  remains  of 
tlie  paint  with  which  his  visage  had  been  be- 
daubed, and  every  feature  of  his  face  was 
lengthened  to  the  most  ridiculous  expression 
of  grief  and  dismay.  Seeing  Peregrine  come 
in,  he  started  up  in  a  sort  of  frantic  ecstasy, 
and,  running  towards  him  with  open  arms, 
no  sooner  perceived  the  woful  appearance 
into  which  our  hero  had  modelled  his  phy- 
siognomy, than  he  stopped  short  all  of  a 
sudden,  and  the  joy  which  had  begun  to  take 
possession  of  his  heart  was  in  a  moment 
dispelled  by  the  most  rueful  presages  ;  so 
that  he  stood  in  a  most  ludicrous  posture  of 
dejection,  like  a  malefactor  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
when  sentence  is  about  to  be  pronounced. 
Pickie,  taking  liim  by  the  hand,  heaved  a  pro- 
found sigh,  and,  after  having  protested  that 
he  was  extremely  mortified  at  being  pitched 
upon  as  the  messenger  of  bad  news,  told 
him,  with  an  air  of  sympathy  and  infinite 
concern,  that  the  French  court,  having  dis- 
covered his  sex,  had  resolved,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  outrageous  indignity  he  oflTered 
)n  public  to  a  prince  of  the  blood,  to  detain 
him  in  the  bastile  a  pnsoner  for  life;  and 
that  this  sentence  was  a  mitigation  obtained 
by  the  importunities  of  the  British  ambassa- 
dor, the  punishment  ordained  by  law  being 
:io  other  tlian  breaking  alive  upon  the  whnel. 
These  tidings  aggravated  tiie  horrors  o'  the 


painter  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  roared 
aloud,  and  skipped  about  the  room  in  all  the 
extravagance  of  distraction ;  taking  God  and 
man  to  witness,  that  he  would  rather  suffer 
immediate  death  than  endure  one  year's  im- 
prisonment  in  such  a  hideous  place  ;  and 
cursing  the  hour  of  liis  birth,  and  the  moment 
in  which  he  departed  from  his  own  country 
For  my  own  part  (said  his  tormentor,  in  a 
hypocritical  tone),  I  was  obliged  to  swallow 
the  bitter  pill  of  making  submissions  to  the 
I)rince,  who,  as  1  had  not  presumed  to  strike 
him,  received  acknowledgments,  in  conse- 
quence  of  which  I  will  be  this  day  set  at 
liberty  ;  and  there  is  even  one  expedient  left 
for  the  recovery  of  your  freedom.  It  is,  I 
own,  a  disagreeable  remedy ;  but  one  had 
better  undergo  a  little  mortification  than  be 
for  ever  wretched.  Besides,  upon  second 
thoughts,  I  begin  to  imagine  that  you  will 
not,  for  such  a  trifle,  sacrifice  yourself  to  the 
unceasing  horrors  of  a  solitary  dungeon, 
especially  as  your  condescension  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  attended  with  advantages 
which  you  could  not  otherwise  enjoy.  Pal- 
let, interrupting  him  with  great  eagerness, 
begged  for  the  love  of  God  that  he  would  no 
longer  keep  him  in  the  torture  of  suspense, 
but  mention  that  same  remedy,  which  he 
was  resolved  to  swallow,  let  it  be  never  so 
unpalatable. 

Peregrine,  having  thus  played  upon  Jus 
passions  of  fear  and  hope,  answered,  that  as 
the  offence  was  committed  in  the  habit  of  a 
woman,  which  was  a  disguise  unworthy  of 
the  other  sex,  the  French  court  was  of  opin- 
ion that  the  delinquent  should  be  reduced  to 
the  neuter  gender  ;  so  that  there  was  an  al- 
ternative in  his  own  option,  by  which  he  had 
it  in  his  power  to  regain  immediate  freedom. 
"  What !"  cried  the  painter,  in  despair,  "  be- 
come a  singer  1  gadzooks  !  and  the  devil  and 
all  that ;  Pll  rather  lie  still  where  I  am,  and 
let  myself  be  devoured  by  vermin."  Then, 
thrusting  out  his  throat,  "  here  is  my  wind- 
pipe," said  he  "be  so  good,  my  dear  friend, 
as  to  give  it  a  slice  or  two  ;  if  you  don't,  1 
shall  one  of  these  days  be  found  dangling  in 
my  garters.  What  an  unfortunate  rascal  1 
am  !  what  a  blockhead,  and  a  beast,  and  a 
fool,  was  I,  to  trust  myself  among  such 
a  barbarous  ruffian  race  !  Lord  forgive  you, 
Mr  Pickle,  for  having  been  the  immediate 
cause  of  my  disaster  ;  if  you  had  stood  by 
me  from  the  beginning,  according  to  your 
promise,  I  should  not  have  been  teased  by 
that  coxcomb  who  has  brought  me  to  this 
pass.  And  why  did  I  put  on  this  damn'd 
unlucky  dress  ?  Lard  curse  that  chattering 
Jezebel  of  a  landlady,  who  advised  such  a 
preposterous  disguise  !  a  disguise  which  hath 
not  only  brought  me  to  this  pass,  but  also  ren- 
dered me  abominable  to  myself,  and  frightful 
to  others  ;  for  when  I  this  morning  signified 
to  the  turnkey  that  I  wanted  to  be  shaved 
he  looked  at  my  beard  Vvith  astonisliment 
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and.  ci'jssiiiff  himsolf,  inuttcmd  liis  pater- 
noster, believing  nie  (I  suppose)  to  be  a 
witch,  or  sumclhinjj  worse.  And  Heaven 
confound  that  loutlisome  banquet  of  tlie  an- 
cients, which  provoked  nie  U)  drink  too  free- 
ly, that  I  niiglit  wash  away  tlie  taste  of  that 
accursed  silly kickaby." 

Our  young  gentleman,  having  heard  his 
lamentation  to  an  end,  excused  himself  for 
his  conduct  by  representing,  that  he  could 
not  possibly  foresee  the  disagreeable  conse- 
quences that  attended  it;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  streimously  counselled  him  to  submit 
to  tlie  terms  of  his  enlargement,  lie  observ- 
ed, that  he  was  now  arrived  at  that  time  of 
life,  when  the  lusts  of  the  llesh  should  be  en- 
tirely niortilied  within  him,  and  his  greatest 
concern  ought  to  be  the  health  of  his  soul, 
to  which  nothing  could  more  effectually  con- 
tribute than  the  amputation  which  was  pro- 
posed ;  that  his  body,  as  well  as  his  mind, 
wouid  profit  by  the  change,  because  he  would 
have  no  dangerous  appetite  to  gratify,  and  no 
carnal  thoughts  to  divert  him  from  the  duties 
of  his  profession  ;  and  his  voice,  which  was 
naturally  sweet,  would  improve  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  he  would  captivate  the  ears  of  all 
tiio  people  of  fashion  and  taste,  and  in  a  lit- 
tle time  be  celebrated  under  the  appellation 
of  the  English  Senesino. 

These  arguments  did  not  fail  to  make  an 
impression  upon  the  painter,  who  neverthe- 
less started  two  objections  to  his  compliance  ; 
namely,  the  disgrace  of  the  punishment,  and 
,n('  dread  of  iiis  wife.  Pickle  undertook  to 
obviate  these  difliculties,  by  assuring  liim 
that  the  sentence  would  be  executed  so  pri- 
vately as  never  to  transpire ;  and  that  his 
wife  could  not  be  so  unconscionable,  after  so 
many  years  of  cohabitation,  as  to  take  ex- 
ceptions to  an  expedient,  by  which  she  would 
not  only  enjoy  the  conversation  of  hor  hus- 
band, but  even  the  fruits  of  those  talents, 
which  the  knife  would  so  remarkably  refine. 
Pallet  shook  his  head  at  this  last  remon- 
strance, as  if  he  thought  it  would  not  be  al- 
together convincing  to  his  spouse  ;  but  yield- 
ed to  the  proposal,  provided  her  consent 
could  be  obtained.  Just  as  he  signified  this 
condescension,  the  jailor  entered,  and  ad- 
dressing Innisclf  to  the  sup|)osed  lady,  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  in  having  the  honour 
to  tell  her,  that  she  was  no  longer  a  prisoner. 
As  the  painter  did  not  understand  one  word 
of  what  he  said.  Peregrine  undertook  the 
office  of  interpreter,  ami  made  his  friend  be- 
lieve t.ic  jailor's  speech  was  no  other  than 
an  intimation,  that  the  ministry  had  sent  a 
surgeon  to  execute  what  was  proposed,  and 
that  the  instruments  and  dressings  were  pre- 
pared in  the  next  room.  Alarmed  and  ter- 
rified at  this  sudden  appointment,  he  flew  to 
the  other  end  of  the  room,  and,  snatching  up 
an  earthen  c!iamber-pot,  which  was  the  only 
offensive  weapon  in  the  place,  put  himself 
wi  a  posture  oi   defence,   and,    with   many 


oaths,  threatened  to  try  the  temper  of  the 
barber's  skull,  if  he  should  preBume  to  set  hit, 
nose  within  the  a|)artment. 

The  jailor,  who  little  expected  such  a  re- 
ce|)tion,  concluded  that  the  poor  g(!ntlewo- 
man  had  actuiilly  lost  her  wils,  anil  retreated 
with  precipitation,  leaving  the  door  open  as 
he  went  out.     Upon  whicii  Pickle,  gathering 
up  the  particulars  of  his  dress  with  great  dis- 
patch, crannncd  them  into  Pallet's  arms,  and, 
taking  notice  that  now  the  coast  was  clear, 
exhorted   him  to  follow  his  footsteps  to  the 
gate,  where  a  hackney  coach   stood  for  his 
reception.     There  being  no  time  for  hesita- 
tion, the  painter  took  his  advice,  and,  with- 
out quilting  the  utensil,  which,  in  his  hurry, 
ho  forgot  to  lay  down,  sallied  out  in  the  rear 
of  our  hero,  with  all  that  wildness  of  terror 
and  impatience  which  maybe  reasonably  sup- 
posed to  take  possession  of  a  man  who  flies 
from  perpetual  imprisonment.    Such  was  the 
tumult  of  his   agitation,  that  his  faculty  of 
thinking  was  for  the  i)rcsciit  utterly  over- 
whelmed, and  he  saw  no  object  but  his  con- 
ductor, whom  he  followed  by  a  sort  of  in- 
stinctive impulse,  without  regarding  the  keep- 
ers and  sentinels,  who,  as  he  passed,  with  hia 
clothes  under  one  arm,  and  his  charnber-i)ot 
brandished  above  his  head,  were  contounded, 
and  even  dismayed,  at  the  strange  apparition 
During  the  whole  course  of  this  irruption, 
he  ceased  not  to  cry,  with  great  vociferation, 
"Drive,    coachman,    drive   in  the  name  of 
God  !"    And  the  carriage  had  ])roceoded  the 
length  of  a  whole  street,  before  he  manifost- 
ed  the  least  sign  of  reflection,  but  stared  like 
the  gorg.m's  head,  with  his  mouth  wide  open, 
and  each  particular  hair  crawling  and  twin- 
ing like  an  animated  serpent.     At   length, 
however,  he  began  to  recover  the  use  of  his 
senses,  and  asked  if  Peregrine  thought  him 
out  of  all  danger  of  being  retaken.    This  un- 
relenting wag,  not  yet  satisfled  with  the  af- 
fliction iie  had  imposed  upon  the  sufferer,  an- 
swered, with  an  air  of  doubt  and  concern 
that  he  hoped  they  would  not  be  overtaken, 
and  prayed  to  God  the;  :..'.grit  not  be  retard- 
ed by  a  stop  of  carriages.     Pallet  fervently 
joined  in  this  sup])lication,  and  they  advanc- 
ed a  few  yards  further,  when  the  noiso  of  a 
coach  at  full  speed  behind  them  invaded  their 
cars  ;  and  Pickle,  having  looked  out  of  the 
window,  withdrew  his  head  in  seeming  con- 
fusion,  and  exclaimed,  "  Lord  have   mercy 
upon  us  !  I  wish  that  may  not  be  a  guard  sent 
after  ns.     Methinks  I  saw  the  muzzle  of  n 
fusil  sticking  out  of  the  coach."  'J'he  painter, 
hearing  those  tidings,  that  instant  thrust  him- 
self out  at  the  window  with  his  helmet  still 
in  his  hand,  bellowing  to  the  coachman,  aa 
loud  as  ho  could  roar,  "  Drive  !   damn  ye  » 
drive  to  the  gates  of  Jericho,  and  cuds  of  the 
earth  !     Drive  you  raggamufliii,  you  rascal- 
lion,  you  hell-hound  !  drive  us  to  the  pit  of 
hell,  rather  than  we  should  be  taken  !" 
Such  a  phantom  could  not  pass  withom 
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attracting  the  curiosity  of  the  people,  who 
ran  to  the  doors  and  windows,  in  order  to 
behold  this  object  of  admiration.  With  tlie 
eame  view,  that  coach,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  in  pursuit  of  him,  stopped  just  as  the 
windows  of  each  happened  to  be  opposite  ; 
and  Pallet,  looking  behind,  and  seeing  three 
men  standing  upon  the  foot-board,  armed 
with  canes,  wiiich  his  fear  converted  into  fu- 
sils, never  doubted  that  his  friend's  suspicion 
was  just ;  but,  shaking  his  Jordan  at  the  im- 
aginary guard,  swore  he  would  sooner  die 
than  part  with  his  precious  ware.  The  owner 
of  the  ooach,  who  was  a  nobleman  of  the  first 
qu!:iity,  mistook  him  for  some  unhappy  wo- 
man deprived  of  her  senses  ;  and,  ordering 
nis  coachman  to  proceed,  convinced  the  fu- 
2;ilive,  to  his  infinite  joy,  that  this  was  no 
more  than  a  false  alarm.  He  was  not,  for 
all  tiiat,  freed  from  anxiety  and  trepidation  ; 
but  our  young  gentleman,  fearing  his  brain 
would  not  bear  a  repetition  of  the  same  joke, 
permitted  him  to  gain  his  own  lodgings,  with- 
out further  molestation. 

His  landlady,  meeting  him  on  the  stair, 
was  so  affected  at  his  appearance,  tiiat  she 
screamed  aloud,  and  betook  herself  to  flight; 
while  he,  cursing  her  with  great  bitterness, 
rushed  into  the  apartment  of  the  doctor,  who, 
in.«i:ead  of  receiving  him  with  cordial  em- 
braces, and  congratulating  him  upon  his  de- 
liverance, gave  evident  tokens  of  umbrage 
and  discontent ;  and  even  plainly  told  him, 
he  hoped  to  have  heard  that  he  and  Mr  Pic- 
kle had  acted  the  glorious  part  of  Cato — an 
event  which  would  have  laid  the  foundation 
of  such  nobie  struggles,  as  could  not  fail  to 
end  in  happiness  and  freedom  ;  and  that  he 
had  already  made  some  progress  in  an  ode 
that  would  have  immortalized  their  names, 
and  inspired  the  flan^  of  liberty  in  every 
honest  brtast. — "  There,"  said  he,  "  I  would 
have  proved,  that  great  talents,  and  high 
sentiments  of  liberty,  do  reciprocally  pro- 
duce and  assist  each  other ;  and  illustrated 
my  assertions  with  such  notes  and  quotations 
from  the  Greek  writers,  as  would  have  open- 
ed the  eyes  of  the  most  blind  and  unthinking, 
and  touched  the  most  callous  and  obdurate 
heart.  O  fool !  to  think  the  man,  lohose  am- 
ple  mind  7nust  grasp  lohatever  yonder  stars 
survey. — Pray,  Mr  Pallet,  what  is  your  opin- 
ion of  that  image  of  the  mind's  grasping  the 
whole  universe]  For  my  own  part  1  can't 
help  thinking  it  the  most  happy  conception 
that  over  entered  my  imagination." 

The  painter,  who  was  not  such  a  flaming 
enthusiast  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  could  not 
orook  the  doctor's  reflections,  which  he 
thought  savoured  a  little  too  much  of  indif- 
ference and  deficiency  in  point  of  private 
friendship;  and  therefore  seized  the  present 
opportunity  of  mortifying  his  pride,  by  ob- 
nerving,  tliat  the  image  was,  witliout  all 
doubt,  very  grand  and  magnificent;  but  that 
h«  had  boon  obliged  for  the  idea  to  Mr  Baves, 


in  the  Rehearsal,  who  values  himself  upon 
the  same  figure,  conveyed  in  these  words, 
But  all  these  clouds,  when  by  the  eye  of 
reason  grasp\l,  cf-c.  Upon  any  other  oc- 
casion, the  painter  would  have  triumphed 
greatly  in  this  detection ;  but  such  was  the 
flutter  and  confusion  of  his  spirits,  under  the 
apprehension  of  being  retaken,  that,  without 
further  communication,  he  retreated  to  his 
own  room,  in  order  to  resume  his  own  oress, 
which  he  hoped  would  alter  his  appearance 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  baffle  all  search  and 
examination :  while  the  physician  remained 
ashamed  and  abashed,  to  find  himself  convict- 
ed of  bombast  by  a  person  of  such  contempti- 
ble talents.  He  was  offended  at  this  proof 
of  his  memory,  and  so  much  enraged  at  his 
presumption  in  exhibiting  it,  that  he  could 
never  forgive  his  want  of  reverence,  and  took 
every  opportunity  of  exposing  his  ignorance 
and  folly  in  the  sequel.  Indeed  the  ties  of 
private  affection  were  too  weak  to  engage 
the  heart  of  this  republican,  whose  zeal  for 
the  community  had  entirely  swallowed  up 
his  concern  for  individuals.  He  looked  upon 
particular  friendship  as  a  passion  unworthy 
of  his  ample  soul,  and  was  a  professed  ad- 
mirer of  L.  Manlius,  Junius  Brutus,  and 
those  later  patriots  of  the  same  name,  who 
shut  their  ears  against  the  cries  of  nature, 
and  resisted  all  the  dictates  of  gratitude  and 
humanity. 


CHAPTER  XLVHL 

Pallet  conceives  a  hearty  contempt  of  his 
felloio-traveller,  and  attaches  himself  to 
Pickle,  who,  nevertheless,  persecutes  him 
with  his  mischievous  talents  upon  the 
road  to  Flanders. 

In  the  mean  time  his  companion  having  em- 
ployed divers  pails  full  of  water,  in  cleansing 
himself  from  the  squalor  of  a  jail,  submitted 
his  face  to  the  barber,  tinged  his  eye-brows 
with  a  sable  hue,  and,  being  dressed  in  his 
own  clothes,  ventured  to  visit  Peregrine, 
who  was  still  under  the  hands  of  his  valet  de 
chambre,  and  who  gave  him  to  understand, 
that  his  escape  had  been  connived  at,  and 
that  the  condition  of  their  deliverance  was 
their  departure  from  Paris  in  three  days. 

The  painter  was  transported  with  joy, 
when  he  learnt  that  he  ran  no  risk  of  being 
retaken  ;  and,  far  from  repining  at  the  terms 
of  his  enlargement,  would  have  willingly  set 
out  on  his  return  to  England  that  same  af- 
ternoon ;  for  the  bastile  had  made  such  an 
impression  upon  him,  that  he  started  at  the 
sound  of  every  coach,  and  turned  pale  at  the 
sight  of  a  French  soldier.  In  the  fulness  of 
his  heart,  he  complained  of  the  doctor's  in- 
difference, and  related  what  had  passed  at 
their  meeting,  with  evident  marks  of  resent- 
ment and  disrespect ;  which  were  not  at  all 
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diminished,  wlicn  Jolior  iiiforined  film  oftlie 
physician's  behaviour,  wlicn  he  sent  for  him 
to  confer  about  the  means  of  abridging  their 
confinement.  Pickle  himself  was  incensed 
at  his  want  of  bowels;  and,  perceiving  how 
much  he  iuul  sunk  in  the  opinion  of  his  fel- 
low-traveller, resolved  to  encourage  these 
eentiments  of  disgust,  and  occasionally  fo- 
ment tlie  division  to  a  downright  quarrel, 
which  he  foresaw  would  produce  some  diver- 
sion, and  perhaps  expose  tiie  poet's  charac- 
ter in  such  a  liglit  as  would  elfectually  pun- 
ish him  for  his  arrogance  and  barbarity. 
With  tiiis  view,  he  levelled  several  satirical 
jokes  at  the  doctor's  pedantry  and  taste, 
which  had  appeared  so  conspicuous  in  the 
quotations  he  had  got  by  heart  from  ancient 
authors;  in  his  afl'ectcd  disdain  of  the  best 
pictures  in  the  world,  which,  had  he  been 
endowed  with  the  least  share  of  discern- 
ment, he  could  not  have  beheld  with  such 
insensibility;  and,  lastly,  in  his  ridiculous 
banquet,  which  none  but  an  egregious  co.x- 
comb,  devoid  of  all  elegance  and  sense,  would 
have  prepared,  or  presented  to  rational  be- 
ings. In  a  word,  our  young  gentleman  played 
the  artillery  of  his  wit  against  him  with  such 
success,  that  the  painter  seemed  to  wake 
from  a  dream,  and  went  home  with  a  hearty 
contempt  for  the  person  he  had  formerly 
adored. 

Instead  of  using  the  privilege  of  a  friend, 
to  enter  his  apartment  without  ceremony,  he 
Bent  in  his  servant  with  a  message,  importing, 
that  he  intended  to  set  out  from  Paris  next 
day,  in  company  with  Mr  Pickle,  and  desiring 
to  know  whether  or  not  he  was  or  would  be 
prepared  for  the  journey.  The  doctor,  struck 
with  tiie  manner,  as  well  as  the  matter,  of 
this  intimation,  went  immediately  to  Pallet's 
room,  and  demanded  to  know  the  cause  of 
such  a  sudden  determination,  without  his 
p-ivity  or  concurrence  ;  and  when  he  under- 
ptood  the  necessity  of  their  affairs,  rather 
than  truvel  by  himself,  he  ordered  his  baggage 
to  be  packed  up,  and  signified  his  readiness 
to  conform  to  the  emergency  of  the  case  ; 
though  he  was  not  at  all  pleased  with  the 
cavalier  behaviour  of  Pallet,  to  whom  he 
threw  out  some  hints  of  his  own  importance, 
and  the  immensity  of  his  condescension,  in 
favouring  him  with  such  marks  of  regard. 
But  by  this  time  these  insinuations  had  lost 
their  effect  upon  the  painter,  who  told  him, 
with  an  arch  sneer,  that  he  did  not  at  all 
qut'stion  his  learning  and  abilities,  and  parti- 
cularly his  skill  in  cookery,  which  he  sliould 
never  forget  while  his  palate  retained  its 
function  ;  but  nevertheless  advised  him,  for 
the  sake  of  the  degenerate  eaters  of  these 
days,  to  spare  a  little  of  his  sal  armoniac  in 
the  next  sillykickaby  he  should  prepare,  and 
bate  somewhat  of  the  devil's  dung,  which  he 
had  so  plentifully  crammed  into  the  roasted 
fowls,  unless  he  had  a  mind  to  convert  his 
guests  into  patients,  with  a  view  of  licking 
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himself  whole  for  the  expense  of  the  enter- 
tainment. 

The  physician,  nettled  at  these  sarcasms, 
eyed  him  with  a  look  of  indignation  and  dis- 
dain  :  and,  being  unwilling  to  express  himself 
in  English,  k'st,  in  the  course  of  the  alter- 
cation. Pallet  should  be  so  much  irritated  aa 
to  depart  without  him,  he  vented  his  anger 
in  Greek.  The  painter,  though,  by  the  sound, 
he  supposed  this  quotation  to  be  Greek,  com- 
plimented  his  friend  upon  his  knowledge  in 
the  Welch  language,  and  ibuiul  means  to 
rally  him  quite  out  of  temper;  so  tliat  he 
retired  to  his  own  chamber  in  the  utmost 
wratii  and  mortitication,  and  left  his  antago- 
nist exulting  over  the  victory  he  had  won. 

While  those  things  passed  between  those 
originals.  Peregrine  waited  upon  the  ambas- 
sador, whom  he  thanked  for  his  kind  inter- 
position, acknowledging  the  indiscretion  of 
ins  own  conduct,  with  such  appearance  of 
conviction  and  promises  of  reformation,  that 
his  excellency  freely  forgave  him  for  all  the 
trouble  he  had  been  put  to  on  his  account, 
fortified  him  with  sensible  advices,  and,  as- 
suring him  of  his  continual  favour  and  friend- 
ship, gave  him,  at  parting,  letters  of  intro- 
duction to  several  persons  of  quality  belong- 
ing to  the  British  court. 

Thus  distinguished,  our  young  gentleman 
took  leave  of  all  his  French  acquaintance, 
and  spent  the  evening  with  some  of  those 
who  had  enjoyed  the  greatest  share  of  his 
intimacy  and  confidence  ;  while  Jolter  super- 
intended his  domestic  concerns,  and,  with 
infinite  joy,  bespoke  a  post-chaise  and  horses, 
in  order  to  convey  him  from  a  place  where 
he  lived  in  continual  apprehension  of  suffer- 
ing by  the  dangerous  disposition  of  his  pupil. 
Every  thing  being  adjusted  according  to  their 
plan,  they  and  their  fellow-travellers  next 
day  dined  together,  and,  about  four  in  the 
afternoon,  took  their  departure  in  two  chais- 
es, escorted  by  the  valet  dc  chambre,  Pipes, 
and  the  doctor's  lacquey,  on  horseback,  well 
furnished  with  arms  and  ammunition,  in  case 
of  being  attacked  by  robbers  on  the  road. 

It  was  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  when 
they  arrived  at  Senlis,  which  was  the  place 
at  which  they  proposed  to  lodge,  and  where 
they  were  obliged  to  knock  up  the  people  of 
the  inn,  before  they  could  have  their  supper 
prepared.  All  the  provision  in  the  house 
was  but  barely  sufficient  to  furnish  one  in- 
different meal:  however,  the  painter  consol- 
ed himself  for  the  quantity  with  the  quality 
of  the  dishes,  one  of  which  was  a  fricassee 
of  rabbit,  a  preparation  which  he  valued 
above  all  the  dainties  that  ever  smokfd  upon 
the  table  of  the  sumptuous  Ileliogabaius. 

He  had  no  sooner  expressed  himself  to  this 
effect,  than  our  hero,  who  was  almost  inces- 
santly laying  traps  for  diversion  at  his  neigh- 
bour's expense,  laid  hold  on  the  declaration ; 
and,  recoilecting  the  story  of  Scipio  and  the 
muleteer  in  Gil  Bias,  resolved  to  perpetrate  p 
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•oke  upon  tha  stomach  of  PallDt,  which 
seemed  particularly  well  disposed  to  an 
hearty  supper.  He  accordingly  digested  his 
plan ;  and,  the  company  being  seated  at 
table,  affected  to  gaze  with  peculiar  eagerness 
at  the  painter,  who  had  helped  himself  to  a 
Large  portion  of  the  fricassee,  and  began  to 
ewallow  it  with  infinite  relish.  Pallet,  not- 
%vitlistanding  the  keenness  of  his  appetite, 
could  not  help  taking  notice  of  Pickle's  de- 
meanour ;  and,  making  a  short  pause  in  the 
exercise  of  his  grinders,  "  You  are  sur- 
prised," said  he,  "  to  see  me  make  so  much 
dispatch :  but  I  was  extremely  hungry,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  best  fricassees  I  ever  tasted: 
the  French  are  very  expert  in  these  dishes, 
that  I  must  allow  ;  and,  upon  my  conscience, 
[  would  never  desire  to  eat  a  more  delicate 
abbit  than  this  that  lies  upon  my  plate." 

Peregrine  made  no  other  reply  to  this  en- 
comium, than  the  repetition  of  the  word 
'rabbit!"  with  a  note  of  admiration,  and 
Euch  a  significant  shake  of  the  head,  as  ef- 
fectually alarmed  the  other,  who  instantly 
Buspended  the  action  of  his  jaws,  and,  with 
the  morsel  half  chewed  in  his  mouth,  stared 
round  him  with  a  certain  stolidity  of  appre- 
hension, which  is  easier  conceived  than  de- 
scribed, until  his  eyes  encountered  the  coun- 
tenance of  Thomas  Pipes,  who  being  in- 
structed, and  posted  opposite  to  him  for  the 
occasion,  exhibited  an  arch  grin,  that  com- 
pleted the  painter's  disorder.  Afraid  of 
swallowing  his  mouthful,  and  ashamed  to 
dispose  of  it  any  other  way,  he  sat  some 
time  in  a  most  distressed  state  of  suspense  ; 
and,  being  questioned  by  Mr  Jolter  touching 
his  calamity,  made  a  violent  effort  of  the 
muscles  of  his  gullet,  which  with  difficulty 
performed  their  office,  and  then,  with  great 
confusion  and  concern,  asked  if  Mr  Pickle 
suspected  the  rabbit's  identity.  The  young 
gentleman,  assuming  a  mysterious  air,  pre- 
tended ignorance  of  the  matter  ;  observing, 
that  he  was  apt  to  suspect  all  dishes  of  that 
kind,  since  he  had  been  informed  of  the 
tricks  which  v/cre  commonly  played  at  inns 
in  France,  Italy,  and  Spain,  and  recounted 
that  passage  in  Gil  Bias,  which  we  have 
hinted  at  above,  saying,  he  did  not  pretend 
to  be  a  connoisseur  in  animals,  but  the  legs 
of  the  creature  which  composed  that  fric- 
assee, did  not,  in  his  opinion,  resemble  those 
of  the  rabbits  he  had  usually  seen.  This 
observation  had  an  evident  effect  upon  the 
features  of  the  painter,  who,  with  certain 
B)gns  of  loathing  and  astonishment,  exclaim- 
ed, *'  Lord  Jesus  !"  and  appealed  to  Pipes  for 
a  discovery  of  the  truth,  by  ai^king  if  he  Knew 
any  thing  of  the  affair.  Tom  very  gravely 
replied,  tiiat  he  did  suppose  the  food  was 
wholesome  enough,  for  he  had  seen  the  skin 
and  feet  of  a  special  ram-cat,  new  flca'd, 
har.gmg  upon  the  door  of  a  small  pantry  ad- 
cining  to  the  kitchen. 
Heforo  t'\i=  sentence  was  uttered,  Pallet's 


belly  seemed  to  move  in  contact  with  hia 
back-bone,  his  colour  changed,  no  part  but 
the  white  of  his  eyes  were  to  be  seen,  he 
dropped  his  lower  jaw,  and  fixing  his  hands 
in  his  sides,  retched  with  such  convulsive 
agonies,  as  amazed  and  disconcerted  the 
whole  company ;  and  what  augmented  his 
disorder,  was  the  tenacious  retention  of  his 
stomach,  which  absolutely  refused  to  part 
with  its  contents,  notwithstanding  all  the  en- 
ergy of  liis  abhorrence,  which  threw  him 
into  a  cold  sweat,  and  almost  into  a  swoon. 
Pickle,  alarmed  at  his  condition,  assured 
him  it  was  a  genuine  rabbit,  and  that  he  had 
tutored  Pipes  to  say  otherwise,  for  the  joke's 
sake.  But  this  confession  he  considered  as 
a  friendly  artifice  of  Pickle's  compassion, 
and  therefore  it  had  little  effect  upon  his 
constitution.  By  the  assistance,  however, 
of  a  large  bumper  of  brandy,  his  spirits  were 
recruited,  and  his  recollection  so  far  recover- 
ed, that  he  was  able  to  declare,  with  divers 
contortions  of  face,ihat  the  dish  had  a  par- 
ticular rankness  of  taste  which  he  had  im- 
puted partly  to  the  nature  of  the  French 
coney,  and  partly  to  the  composition  of  theii 
sauces  :  then  he  inveighed  against  the  in- 
famous practices  of  French  publicans,  at- 
tributing such  imposition  to  their  oppressive 
government,  which  kept  them  so  necessitous, 
that  they  were  tempted  to  exercise  all  man- 
ner  of  knavery  upon  their  unwary  guests. 

Jolter,  who  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  let 
slip  any  opportunity  of  speaking  in  favour  of 
the  I'Vench,  told  him,  "that  he  was  a  very 
great  stranger  to  their  police,  else  he  would 
know,  that,  if  upon  information  to  the  magis- 
trate, it  should  appear  that  any  traveller,  na- 
tive or  foreigner,  had  been  imposed  upon  or 
ill-treated  by  a  publican,  the  offender  would 
be  immediately  obliged  to  shut  up  his  house; 
and,  if  his  behaviour  had  been  notorious,  he 
himself  would  be  sent  to  the  galleys,  without 
the  least  hesitation  ;  and,  as  for  the  dish 
which  has  been  made  the  occasion  of  your 
present  disorder,"  said  he,  "I  will  take  upon 
me  to  affirm  it  was  prepared  of  a  genuine 
rabbit,  which  was  skinned  in  my  presence ; 
and,  in  confirmation  of  what  I  assert,  though 
such  fricassees  are  not  the  favourite  of  my 
taste,  I  will  eat  a  part  of  this  without  scruple." 
So  saying,  he  swallowed  several  mouthfula 
of  the  questioned  coney,  and  Pallet  seemed 
to  eye  it  again  with  inclination;  nay  he  even 
resumed  his  knife  and  fork,  and  being  just  on. 
the  point  of  applying  them,  was  seized  with 
another  qualm  of  apprehension,  tliat  broke 
out  in  an  exclamation  of,  "After  all,  Mr  Jol- 
ter, if  it  should  be  a  real  ram-cat — Lord  have 
mercy  upon  me  !  here  is  one  of  the  claws." 
With  these  words  he  presented  the  tip  of  a 
toe,  of  which  Pipes  had  slipped  off  five  or 
six  from  a  duck  that  was  roasted,  and  pur- 
posely scattered  them  in  the  fricassee  ;  and 
the  governor  could  not  behold  this  testimo- 
nial without  symptoms  of  uneasiness  and  ro« 
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worse ;  so  that  he  and  t  lie  painter  sat  silenced 
and  abashed,  and  made  faces  at  eacii  otiier  ; 
while  t!ie  pliy.^ician,  who  hated  them  both, 
exulted  over  their  allliction,  biddiii"^  them  bo 
of  grood  cheer,  and  proceed  with  their  meal ; 
for  he  was  ready  to  demonstrate,  that  the 
flesh  of  a  cat  was  as  noiirishinfir  and  delicions 
as  veal  or  mutton,  provided  tiiey  coidd  ]>rove 
that  the  said  cat  was  not  of  ll:e  boar  kind, 
and  had  fed  cliielly  on  vegetable  diet,  or  even 
contined  its  carnivorous  appetite  to  rats  and 
mice,  which  he  atlirmod  to  be  dainties  of  ex- 
quisite taste  and  flavour.  Ho  said,  it  was  a 
vulgar  mistake  to  think  that  all  flesh-devour- 
ing creatures  were  unfit  to  be  eaten  ;  witness 
the  consumption  of  swine  and  ducks,  animals 
that  delight  in  carnage,  as  well  as  flsh,  which 
prey  upon  each  other,  and  feed  on  bait  and 
carrion  ;  together  with  the  demand  for  bear, 
of  which  the  best  hams  in  the  world  are 
made.  He  then  observed,  that  the  negroes 
on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  who  arc  healtliyand 
vigorous  people,  prefer  cats  and  dogs  to  all 
other  fare ;  and  mentiorfed  from  history  scv- 
v*ral  sieges,  during  which  the  inhabitants, 
(vho  were  blocked  up,  lived  upon  these  ani- 
mals, and  had  recoe.rse  even  to  human  flesh, 
which,  to  his  certain  knowledge,  was  in  all 
respects  preferable  to  pork  ;  for,  in  the  course 
of  his  studies,  ho  had,  for  the  experiment's 
sake,  eaten  a  steak  cut  from  the  buttock  of 
a  person  who  had  been  hanged. 

This  dissertation,  far  from  composing,  in- 
creased the  disquiet  in  the  stomachs  of  the 
g-overnor  and  painter,  who,  hearing  the  last 
illustration,  turned  their  eyes  upon  the  orator, 
at  the  same  instant,  with  looks  of  horror  and 
disgust;  and  the  one  muttering  the  term  can- 
nibal, and  the  otlier  pronouncing  the  word 
ahomi nation,  they  rose  from  table  in  a  great 
hurry,  and,  running  towards  another  apart- 
ment, jostled  with  such  violence  in  the  pas- 
sage, that  both  were  overturned  by  the  shock, 
which  also  contributed  to  the  effect  of  their 
nausea,  thatmutually  defiled  them  as  they  lay. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. 

Noi'  is  the  physician  sacred  from  his  ridi- 
cule— they  reach  Arras,  where  our  adven- 
turer eniraires  in  flay  with  two  Vrenrh 
officers,  who  next  7norning  give  the  land- 
lord an  interesting  proof  of  their  im- 
portance. 

The  doctor  remained  sullen  and  dejected 
during  the  whole  journey — not  but  that  he 
attempted  to  recover  !i:s  importance,  by  ha- 
ranguing upon  the  Roman  liighways,  when 
Mr  Joller  desired  the  company  to  take  notice 
of  the  fine  pavement  upon  which  they  travell- 
ed from  Parin  into  Flanders  ;  but  Pallet,  who 
ttiought  lie  had  now  gained  the  ascendancy 
over  the  physician,  exerted  himself  in  niain- 
Uining  the  srpeiiority  he  had  acquired,  by 


venting  various  sarcasms  upon  his  self-con- 
ceit and  affectation  of  learning,  and  cveu 
uttering  puns  and  conundrums  upon  the  re- 
marlcs  which  the  republi(;an  retailed.  Wher- 
he  talked  of  the  Flaminian  way,  the  painter 
questioned  if  it  was  a  better  pavement  than 
the  Fleminian  way  on  which  tlfcy  travelled  ; 
and  the  doctor  having  observed  that  tin? 
road  was  made  for  the  convenience  of  draw- 
ing the  French  artillery  into  Flamlers,  which 
was  often  the  seat  of  war,  his  competitor  in 
wit  replied,  with  infinite  vivacity,  "  There 
arc  more  great  ginis  than  the  French  king 
knows  ofdrawn  alongthis  causeway,  doctor  I" 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  these  efforts, 
which  tickled  the  imagination  of  Jolter,  and 
drew  smiles  (as  he  imagined)  of  approbation 
from  our  hero,  he  sported  in  many  othci 
equivoques  of  the  same  nature ;  and  at  din- 
ner  told  the  physician,  that  he  was  like  the 
root  of  the  tongue,  as  being  cursedly  down 
in  the  mouth. 

By  this  time,  such  was  the  animosity  sub- 
sisting  between  these  quondam  friends,  that 
they  never  conversed  together,  except  with  a 
view  of  exposing  each  other  to  the  ridicule 
or  contempt  of  their  fellow-travellers.  The 
doctor  was  at  great  pains  to  point  out  the 
folly  and  ignorance  of  Pallet  in  private  to 
Peregrine,  who  was  often  conjured  in  the 
same  manner  by  the  painter  to  take  nctioe 
of  the  physician's  want  of  manners  nnd  tasto. 
Pickle  pretended  to  acquiesce  in  the  truth  of 
their  mutual  severity,  which  indeed  was  ex- 
tremely just :  and,  by  malicious  insinuation, 
blew  up  their  contention,  with  a  view  of 
bringing  it  to  open  hostility.  But  both  seem- 
ed so  averse  to  deeds  of  mortal  ptu'pose,  thai 
for  a  long  time  his  arts  were  baflled,  and  he 
cotdd  not  spirit  them  up  to  any  pitch  of  re- 
sentment higher  than  scurrilous  ro])artco. 

Before  they  reached  Arras,  the  city  gates 
were  shut,  so  that  they  were  obliged  to  take 
up  their  lodging  at  an  indifl^erent  house  in  the 
suburbs,  where  they  foimd  a  couple  of  French 
officers,  who  had  also  rode  post  from  Paris 
so  far  on  their  way  to  Lisle.  These  gentle- 
men were  about  the  age  of  thirty,  and  their 
deportment  distinguished  by  such  an  air  of 
insolence,  as  disgusted  our  hero,  who  never- 
theless accosted  them  politely  in  the  yard,  and 
proposed  that  they  should  sup  together. 
Tiiey  thanked  him  for  the  honour  of  his  in- 
vitation, which,  however,  they  declined,  upon 
pretence  of  having  ordered  something  for 
themselves,  but  promised  to  wait  upon  him 
nnd  his  company  immediately  afler  their 
repast. 

This  they  accordingly  performed,  and, 
afler  having  drank  a  few  glasses  of  Burgun- 
dy, one  of  them  asked  if  the  young  gentle- 
man would,  for  pastime,  take  a  hand  ai 
quadrille.  Peregrinfj  easily  divined  the 
meaning  of  this  proposal,  which  was  made 
with  no  other  view  than  that  of  fleecing  him 
and  his  fellow-travellers ;   for  he  well  kne* 
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.o  what  shifts  a  subaltern  in  the  French  ser- 
vice is  reduced,  in  order  to  maintain  tlie  ap- 
pearance of  a  gentleman,  and  liad  reason  to 
'jelieve  that  most  of  them  were  sharpers  from 
f  heir  youth  :  but,  as  he  depended  a  good  deal 
upon  iiis  own  penetration  and  address,  he 
gratified  the  stranger's  desire  ;  and  a  party 
was  instantly  formed  of  the  painter,  the  phy- 
sician, the  proposer  and  himself,  the  other  offi- 
cer having  professed  himself  utterly  ignorant 
of  the  game;  yet,  in  the  course  of  the  plav,  he 
took  his  station  at  the  back  of  Pickle's  chair, 
which  was  opposite  to  his  friend,  on  pre- 
tence of  amusing  himself  with  seeing  his 
manner  of  conducting  the  cards.  The  youth 
was  not  such  a  novice  but  that  ho  perceived 
the  design  of  this  palpable  piece  of  behaviour, 
which,  notwithstanding,  he  overlooked  for 
the  present,  with  a  view  of  flattering  their 
hopes  in  the  beginning,  that  they  might  be 
the  more  effectually  punished  by  their  disap- 
pointment in  the  end. 

The  game  was  scarce  beg-un,  when,  by 
the  reflection  of  a  glass,  he  discerned  the 
officer  at  his  back  making  signs  to  his  com- 
panion, who,  by  these  preconcerted  gestures, 
was  perfectly  informed  of  the  contents  of 
Peregrine's  hand,  and  of  consequence  fortu- 
nate in  the  course  of  the   play. 

Thus  they  were  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
cf  their  dexterity,  until  their  money  amount- 
ed to  some  louis,  when  our  young  gentleman, 
thinking  it  high  time  to  do  himself  justice, 
signified,  in  very  polite  terms,  to  the  gentle- 
man that  stood  behind  him,  that  he  could 
never  play  with  ease  and  deliberation  when 
he  was  overlooked  by  any  bystander,  and 
begged  that  he  wouM  have  the  goodness  to 
be  seated. 

As  this  was  a  remonstrance  which  the 
stranger  could  not  with  any  show  of  breed- 
ing resist,  he  asked  pardon,  and  retired  to 
the  chair  of  the  physician,  who  frankly  told 
him,  that  it  was  not  the  fashion  of  his  coun- 
try for  one  to  submit  his  hand  to  the  perusal 
of  a  spectator  ;  and  when,  in  consequence 
of  this  rebuff,  he  wanted  to  quarter  himself 
upon  the  painter,  he  was  refused  by  a  wave 
of  the  hand,  and  shake  of  the  head,  with  an 
exclamation  o^'pardonnez  moi!  which  was  re- 
peated with  such  emphasis,  as  discomposed 
his  effrontery,  and  he  found  himself  obliged 
to  sit  down  in  a  state  of  mortification. 

The  odds  being  thus  removed,  fortune  pro- 
eeeded  in  her  usual  channel;  and  though  the 
Frenchman,  deprived  of  his  ally,  endeavoured 
to  practice  divers  strokes  of  finesse,  the  rest 
of  the  company  observed  him  with  such  vigi- 
lance and  caution  as  baflled  all  his  attempts, 
and  in  a  very  little  time  he  was  compelled  to 
part  with  his  winning  out  having  engaged  in 
the  match  with  an  intention  of  taking  all  ad- 
vantages, whether  fair  or  unfair,  that  his  su- 
serior  skill  shoulc'  give  him  over  the  English- 


men, the  money  was  not  refunded  without 
a  thousand  disputes,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  essayed  to  intimidate  his  antagonist  with 
high  words,  which  were  retorted  by  our  hero 
with  s'lch  interest,  as  convinced  him  that  he 
had  mistaken  liis  man,  and  persuaded  him  to 
make  his  retreat  in  quiet.  Indeed  it  was  not 
without  cause  that  they  repined  at  the  bad 
success  of  tJicir  enterprise;  because,  in  all 
likelihood,  they  had  nothing  to  depend  upon 
for  the  present  but  their  own  industry,  and 
knew  not  how  to  defray  their  expenses  on 
the  road,  except  by  some  acquisition  of  this 
kind. 

Next  morning  they  rose  at  day-break,  and, 
resolving  to  anticipate  their  fellow-lodgers, 
bespoke  post  horses  as  soon  as  they  could  be 
admitted  into  the  city  ;  so  that,  when  our 
company  appeared,  their  beasts  were  ready 
in  the  yard  ;  and  they  only  waited  to  disctusa 
the  bill,  which  they  had  ordered  to  be  made 
out.  The  landlord  of  the  inn  presented  his 
carte  with  fear  and  trembling  to  one  of  those 
ferocious  cavaliers,  Vlio  no  sooner  cast  his 
eye  on  the  sum  total,  than  he  discharged  a 
volley  of  dreadful  oaths,  and  asked  if  the 
king's  officers  were  to  be  treated  in  that 
manner.  The  poor  publican  protested,  with 
great  humility,  that  he  had  the  utmost  res- 
pect for  his  majesty,  and  every  thing  that 
belonged  to  him  ;  and  that,  far  from  consult- 
ing his  own  interest,  all  that  he  desired  waa 
to  be  barely  indemnified  for  the  expense  oi 
their  lodging. 

This  condescension  seemed  to  have  no 
other  effect  than  that  of  encouraging  their 
arrogance.  They  swore  his  extortion  should 
be  explained  to  the  commandant  of  the  town, 
who  w^ould,  by  making  him  a  public  example, 
teach  other  inn-keepers  how  to  behave  to- 
wards men  of  honour;  and  threatened  with 
such  confidence  of  indignation,  that  the 
wretched  landlord,  dreading  the  consequence 
of  their  wrath,  implored  pardon  in  the  most 
abject  manner,  begging,  with  many  suppli- 
cations, that  lie  might  have  the  pleasure  of 
lodging  them  at  his  own  charge.  This  was 
a  favour  which  he  with  great  difficulty  ob- 
tained ;  they  chid  him  severely  for  his  impo- 
sition, exhorted  him  to  liave  more  regard  for 
his  own  conscience,  as  well  as  for  the  con- 
venience of  his  guests  ;  and  cautioning  hirn 
in  particular  touching  his  behaviour  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  mounted  their  horses, 
and  rode  off  in  great  state,  leaving  him  very 
thankfiil  for  having  so  successfully  appeased 
the  choler  of  two  officers,  who  wanted  either 
inclination  or  ability  to  pay  their  bill;  for 
experience  had  taught  him  to  be  apprehen- 
sive of  all  such  travellers,  who  commonly 
lay  the  landlord  under  contribution,  by  way 
of  atonement  for  the  extravagance  of  his  de- 
mands, even  after  he  has  professed  his  wiii. 
ingness  to  entertain  them  on  their  own  terms 
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PercE^rinr  moralizes  upon  their  hehavioxir, 
which  is  eonde.innea  by  the  doctor,  and 
defended  hij  the  iiovernor — theij  arrive  in 
safety  at  Lisle,  dine  at  an  ordinary,  visit 
'he  citadel — the  physician  qiirrrels  with 
a  North  Briton,  who  is  put  in  arrest. 

These  lionoiirablo  adventurers  h^ing  gone, 
Percjj^riiio,  wlio  was  present  ihiriiiiftlic  tratis- 
KCtion,  informed  liimsclf  of  tlio  particulars 
from  tlie  month  of  tlie  inkeeper  hiniselt",  who 
«.ook  God  and  the  saints  to  witness,  that  he 
frhoiiUl  have  been  a  looser  by  tlieir  cnstoin, 
even  if  the  bill  liad  been  paid;  because  he 
was  on  his  guard  against  tiicir  objections, 
hud  had  charged  every  article  at  an  under 
iirice :  but  such  was  the  authority  of  officers 
in  France,  that  he  durst  not  dispute  the  least 
circumstance  of  their  will;  for,  had  the  case 
come  under  the  cognizance  of  the  magistrate, 
lie  must  in  course  have  suffered  by  the  max- 
ims of  their  government,  which  never  fail  to 
iJbet  the  oppression  of  tlie  army;  and  besides 
run  the  risk  of  incurring  their  future  rescnt- 
iTient,  which  would  be  sufficient  to  ruin  Iiim 
uom  top  to  bottom. 

Our  hero  boiled  with  indignation  at  this 
.nstance  of  injustice  and  arbitrary  power ; 
und,  turning  to  his  governor,  asked  if  this 
too  was  a  proof  of  the  happiness  enjoj-ed  by 
'he  French  people.  Jolter  replied,  that  every 
•iimian  constitution  must  in  some  things  be 
•mperfect ;  and  owned,  that  in  this  kingdom 
(rentlemen  were  more  countenanced  than  the 
vulgar,  because  it  was  to  be  presumed  that 
their  own  sentiments  of  honour  and  superior 
qualifications  would  entitle  them  to  this  pre- 
eminence, which  had  also  a  retrospective 
\\ew  to  the  merit  of  their  ancestors,  in  con- 
sideration of  which  they  were  at  first  enno- 
aled  ;  but  he  affirmed  that  the  innkeeper  liad 
iiiisrepresented  the  magistracy,  which  in 
Franco  never  failed  to  punish  flagrant  out- 
rages and  abuse,  without  respect  of  persons. 

The  painter  approved  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  French  government  in  bridling  the  inso- 
lence of  ;he  mob,  by  which,  he  assured  them, 
he  had  oHen  suffered  in  his  own  person  ; 
having  been  often  bespattered  by  hackney- 
coachmen,  jostled  by  draymen  and  porters, 
and  reviled  in  the  most  opprobrious  terms  by 
the  watermen  of  London,  where  he  had  once 
lost  his  bag  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
nair,  which  had  been  cut  off"  by  some  rascal 
in  his  passage  th'-ough  Ludgate,  during  the 
lord  mayor's  procession.  On  the  other  hand, 
tl»c  doctor,  with  great  warmth,  alleged,  that 
those  officers  ought  to  suffer  death,  or  ban- 
ishment at  least,  for  having  plundered  the 
people  in  this  manner,  which  was  so  impu- 
dent and  barefaced,  as  plainly  to  prove  they 
were  certain  of  escaping  with  impunity,  and 
-hat  i  ley  were  old  ofTendes  in  the  same  de- 


gree of  delinquency.  lie  said,  that  tlie 
greatest  man  in  Atlx-ns  Avould  have  been 
condemned  to  perpetual  e.\ile,  and  seen  hii 
estate  confiscated  for  public  use,  had  he 
dared  in  such  a  licentious  manner  to  violate 
the  riglits  of  a  IMIow-citizeii ;  and  as  for  tlie 
little  affronts  to  which  a  man  may  be  subject 
from  the  petulance  of  the  multitude,  lie  lock, 
ed  upon  tliem  as  glorious  indications  of  liber- 
ty, which  ought  not  to  be  repressed,  and 
would  at  any  time  rejoice  to  iind  himself 
overthrown  in  a  kennel  by  the  insolence  of  u 
son  of  freedom,  even  though  the  fall  should 
cost  him  a  limb;  adding,  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion, tliat  the  greatest  i)lcasure  ho  ever  en- 
joyed was  in  seeing  a  dustman  wilfully  over- 
turn a  gentleman's  coach,  in  which  two  la- 
dies were  bruised,  even  to  the  danger  of  theii 
lives.  Pallet,  shocked  at  the  extravagance 
of  this  declaration, — "  If  that  be  the  case," 
said  he,  "  I  wish  you  may  see  every  bone  in 
your  body  broke  by  the  first  carman  you  meet 
in  the  streets  of  London." 

This  argument  being  discussed,  and  the 
reckoning  discharged  without  any  deduction, 
although  the  landlord,  in  stating  the  articles, 
had  an  eye  to  the  loss  he  had  sustained  by 
his  own  countrymen,  they  departed  from  Ar- 
ras, and  arrived  in  safety  at  Lisle,  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

They  had  scarce  taken  possession  of  their 
lodgings,  in  a  large  hotel  in  the  Grande 
Place,  when  the  inkeeper  gave  them  to  un- 
derstand that  he  kept  an  ordinary  below, 
which  was  frequented  by  several  English  gen- 
tlemen who  resided  in  town,  and  that  dimier 
was  then  upon  the  table.  Peregrine,  who 
seized  all  opportunities  of  observing  new 
characters,  persuaded  his  comnany  to  dine  in 
public  ;  and  they  were  accordingly  conduct- 
ed to  the  place,  where  itiey  found  a  mixture 
of  Scotch  and  Dutch  officers,  who  had  come 
from  Holland  to  learn  their  exercises  at  the 
academy,  and  some  gentlemen  in  the  French 
service,  who  were  upon  garrison  duty  in  the 
citadel.  Among  these  last  was  a  person 
about  the  age  of  fifty,  of  a  remarkable  gen. 
feel  air  and  polite  address,  digiiillcd  with  u 
IMaltese  cross,  and  distinguished  by  the  par- 
ticular veneration  ofall  those  who  knew  him. 
When  he  understood  that  Pickle  and  his 
friends  were  travellers,  he  accosted  the  youth 
in  English,  which  he  spoke  tolerably  well ; 
and,  as  they  were  strangers,  offered  to  attend 
them  in  the  afternoon  to  all  the  j)laces  worth 
seeing  in  Lisle.  Our  hero  thanked  him  for 
his  excess  of  politeness,  which  (he  said)  was 
peculiar  to  the  French  nation  ;  and,  struck 
with  his  engaging  appearance,  industriously 
courted  his  ronversation,  in  tli(!  course  of 
which  he  learned  that  this  chevalier  was  a 
man  of  good  sense  and  great  experience,  that 
he  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
greatcs,  part  of  Europe,  had  lived  Poni« 
years  in  England,  and  was  no  stranger  to  th« 
constitution  and  genius   of  tJiat  people 
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Having  dined,  and  drank  to  the  healths  of 
the  English  and  French  kings,  two  fiacres 
were  called,  in  one  of  which  the  knight,  with 
one  of  his  companions,  the  governor,  and 
Peregrine,  seated  themselves,  the  other  being 
occupied  by  the  physician,  Pallet,  and  two 
Scottish  officers,  who  proposed  to  accompa- 
ny them  in  their  circuit.  The  first  place  they 
visited  was  the  citadel,  round  the  ramparts 
^"  which  they  walked,  under  the  conduct  of 
-he  knight,  who  explained  with  great  accu- 
racy the  intention  of  every  particular  fortifi- 
tation  belonging  to  that  seemingly  impreg- 
nable fortress  ;  and,  when  the}'  had  satisfied 
•heir  curiosity,  took  coach  again,  in  order  to 
yievv  the  arsenal,  which  stands  in  another 
quarter  of  the  town  ;  but,  just  as  Pickle's  car- 
riage had  crossed  the  promenade,  he  heard 
his  own  name  bawled  aloud  by  the  painter ; 
«.nd,  ordering  the  fiacre  to  stop,  saw  Pallet  with 
one  lialf  of  his  body  thrust  out  at  the  window 
of  the  other  coach,  crving,  with  a  terrified 
look,  "  Mr  Pickle  !  Mr  Pickle  !  for  the  love 
of  God  halt,  and  prevent  bloodshed,  else  here 
will  be  carnage  and  cutting  of  throats." 
Peregrine,  surprised  at  this  exclamation,  im- 
mediately alighted,  and,  advancing  to  the 
other  vehicle,  found  one  of  their  military 
companions  standing  upon  the  ground  at  the 
further  side  of  the  coach,  with  his  sword 
drawn,  and  fury  in  his  countenance  ;  an  1  the 
physician,  with  a  quivering  lip  and  haggard 
as,pect,  struggling  with  the  other,  who  had 
interposed  in  the  quarrel,  and  detained  him 
in  his  place. 

Our  young  gentlemjin,  upon  inquiry,  found 
that  this  animosity  hail  sprung  from  a  dispute 
that  happened  upon  the  ramparts,  toucliing 
the  strength  of  the  fortification,  which  the 
doctor,  according  to  custom,  undervalued, 
because  it  was  a  modern  work  ;  saying,  that, 
by  the  help  of  the  military  engines  used 
among  the  ancients,  and  a  few  thousands  of 
pioneers,  he  would  engage  to  take  it  in  less 
than  ten  days  after  he  should  sit  down  before 
it.  The  North  Briton,  who  was  as  great  a 
pedant  as  the  physician,  having  studied  for- 
tification and  made  himself  master  of  Cffisar's 
Commentaries  and  Polybius,  with  the  obser- 
vations of  Folard,  affirmed,  that  all  the  me- 
thods of  besieging  practised  by  the  ancients 
would  je  utterly  incffi^ctual  against  such  a 
plan  as  that  of  the  citadel  of  Lisle  ;  and  be- 
gan to  compare  the  vinece,  agcceres,  arietes, 
gcorpiones,  and  catapuUce  of  the  Romans, 
with  the  trenches,  mines,  batteries,  and  mor- 
tars used  in  the  present  art  of  war.  The  re- 
publican, finding  himself  attacked  upon  what 
he  tliought  his  strong  side,  summoned  all  his 
learning  to  his  aid  ;  and,  describing  the  fa- 
mous seige  of  Plata3a,  happened  to  misquote 
a  passage  of  Tiiucydides,  in  which  he  was 
corrected  by  the  other,  who  having  been  edu- 
cftted  for  the  cliurch,  w'as  also  a  connoisseur 
in  the  Greek  language.    The  doctor,  incens- 


ed at  being  detected  in  such  a  blunder,  in 
presence  of  Pallet,  who,  he  knew,  would  pro- 
mulgate his  shame,  told  the  officer,  with 
great  arrogance,  that  his  objection  was  frivo- 
lous, and  that  he  must  not  pretend  to  dispute 
on  these  matters  with  one  who  had  consid- 
ered them  with  tlie  utmost  accuracy  and 
care. 

His  antagonist,  piqued  at  this  superci.'ioua 
insinuation,  replied,  with  great  heat,  that, 
for  aught  he  knew,  the  doctor  might  be 
a  very  expert  apothecary,  but  that,  in  the 
art  of  war,  and  knowledge  in  the  Greek 
tongue,  he  was  no  other  than  an  ignorant 
pretender.  This  asseveration  produced  an 
answer  full  of  virulence,  including  a  national 
reflection  upon  the  soldier's  country ;  and 
the  contention  rose  to  mutual  abuse,  when 
it  was  suppressed  by  the  admonitions  tf  the 
other  two,  who  begged  they  would  not  ex- 
pose themselves  in  a  strange  place,  but  be- 
have themselves  like  fellow-subjects  and 
friends.  They  accordingly  ceased  reviling 
each  other,  and  the  affair  was  seemingly  for 
got;  but  after  they  had  resumed  their  placen 
in  the  coach,  the  painter  unfortunately  asked 
the  meaning  of  the  word  tortoise,  which  ho 
had  heard  them  mention  among  the  Roman 
implements  of  war.  This  question  was  an- 
swered by  the  physician,  who  described  the 
nature  of  this  expedient  so  little  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  officer,  that  he  contradicted 
him  flatly,  in  the  midst  of  his  explanation  ; 
a  circumstance  which  provoked  the  republi- 
can to  such  a  degree,  that,  in  the  temerity  of 
his  passion,  he  uttered  the  epithet  imperti' 
nent  scoundrel;  which  v.'as  no  sooner  pro- 
nounced  than  the  Caledonian  made  manual 
application  to  his  nose,  and,  leaping  out  of 
the  coach,  stood  waiting  for  him  on  the  plain ; 
while  he  (the  physician)  made  feeble  efforts 
to  join  him,  being  easily  retained  by  the  other 
soldier ;  and  Pallet,  dreading  the  conse- 
quence, in  which  he  himself  might  be  involv- 
ed, bellowed  aloud  for  prevention. 

Our  hero  endeavoured  to  quiet  the  com- 
motion, by  representing  to  the  Scot,  that  he 
had  already  taken  satisfaction  for  the  injury 
he  had  received,  and  telling  the  doctor  that 
he  had  deserved  the  chastisement  which  was 
inflicted  upon  him  :  but  the  officer  (encourag- 
ed perhaps  by  the  confusion  of  his  antago- 
nist) insisted  upon  his  asking  pardon  for  what 
he  had  said ;  and  the  doctor  believing  himself 
under  the  protection  of  his  friend  Pickle,  far 
from  agreeing  to  such  concession,  breathed 
nothing  but  defiance  and  revenge ;  so  that 
the  chevalier,  in  order  to  prevent  mischief, 
put  the  soldier  under  arrest,  c.iU  sent  him  to 
his  -odgings,  under  the  care  of  the  other 
French  gentleman  and  his  own  companion  ; 
they  being  also  accompanied  by  Mr  Joltor 
who,  having  formerly  seen  all  the  curiosities 
of  Lisle,  willingly  surrendered  his  place  ta 
the  physician. 
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Pickle  ens^aires  with  a  knight  of  Malta  i7i 
a  conversation  tipon  the  Enirlish  stage, 
which  is  followed  by  a  dissertation  on  the 
theatres  uf  the  ancients,  by  the  doctor. 

The  rest  of  the  company  proceeded  to  the 
arsenal,  which  having  viewed,  together  with 
some  remarkable  churches,  they,  in  their  re- 
turn, went  to  the  comedy,  and  saw  the  Cid 
of  Corneillc  tolerably  well  represented.  In 
consequence  of  this  cntcrtainmont,  the  dis- 
course at  supper  turned  upon  drainr.,tic  per- 
formances ;  and  all  the  objections  of  Mons. 
de  Scudery  to  the  piece  they  had  seen  acted, 
together  with  the  decision  of  the  French  aca- 
demy, were  canvassed  and  discussed.  The 
knight  was  a  man  of  letters  and  taste,  and 
particularly  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
the  p]nglish  stage ;  so  that  when  the  painter 
boldly  pronounced  sentence  against  the 
French  manner  of  acting,  on  the  strength  of 
liaving  frequented  a  Covent-Garden  Club  of 
Critics,  and  been  often  admitted,  by  virtue  of 
an  order,  into  the  pit,  a  comparison  immedi- 
ately ensued,  not  between  the  authors  but 
the  actors  of  both  nations,  to  whom  the  che- 
valier and  Peregrine  were  no  strangers.  Our 
hero,  like  a  good  Englishman,  made  no 
scruple  of  giving  the  preference  to  the  per- 
formers of  his  own  country,  who,  he  alleged, 
obeyed  the  genuine  imjiulses  of  nature,  in 
exhibitmg  the  passions  of  the  human  mind  ; 
and  entered  so  warmly  into  the  spirit  of  their 
several  parts,  that  they  often  fancied  them- 
selves the  very  heroes  they  represented ; 
whereas  the  action  of  the  Parisian  players, 
even  in  their  most  interesting  characters, 
was  generally  such  an  extravagance  in  voice 
and  gesture,  as  is  nowhere  to  be  observed  but 
on  the  stage. 

To  illustrate  this  assertion,  lie  availed 
himself  of  his  talents,  and  mimicked  the 
manner  and  voice  of  all  the  principal 
performers,  male  and  female,  belonging  to 
liie  French  comedy,  to  the  admiration  of  the 
chevalier,  who,  having  complimented  him 
upon  his  surprising  modulation,  begged  leave 
to  dissent  in  some  particulars  from  the  opi- 
nion he  had  avowed.  "That  you  have  good 
actors  in  FIngland,"  said  he,  "  it  would  be 
I'iijust  and  absurd  in  me  to  deny  ;  your  thea- 
tre is  adorned  by  one  woman,  whose  sensibil- 
ity and  sweetness  of  voice  is  sucii  as  I  have 
never  observed  on  any  other  stage  ;  she  has, 
b<'jsides,an  elegance  of  person  and  expression 
of  features,  that  wonderfully  adapt  her  for 
the  most  engaging  characters  of  your  best 
plays;  and  I  must  freely  own  that  I  have 
been  as  highly  delighted  and  as  deeply  af- 
lected  by  a  jNIonimia  and  Bolvidera  at  Lon- 
don, as  ever  I  was  by  a  Cornelia  and  Cleo- 
patra at  I'aris.  Your  favourite  actor  is  a  sur- 
orising  genius.  You  con,  moreover,  boast 
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of  several  comic  actors,  who  are  perfect 
masters  of  buffoonery  and  grimace;  though 
to  be  free  with  yon,  1  think,  in  these  qualiii- 
cations,  you  are  excelled  by  the  players  of 
Amsterdam.  Yet  one  of  your  gratiosos  I 
cannot  admire,  in  all  the  characters  he  as- 
sumes. Ilis  utterance  is  a  continutl  sing- 
song, like  the  chanting  of  vespers,  and  hia 
action  resembles  that  of  heaving  ballast  into 
the  hold  of  a  ship.  In  his  outward  deportment 
he  seems  to  have  confounded  the  ideas  of 
dignity  and  insolence  of  mien;  acts  the 
cratly,  cool,  designing  Crookback,  as  a  loud, 
shallow,  blustering  Hector;  in  tiio  character 
of  the  mild  patriot  Brutus  lie  loses  all  temper 
and  decorum  ;  nay,  so  ridiculous  is  the  be- 
haviour of  him  and  Cassius  at  their  inter- 
view, that,  setting  foot  to  foot,  and  grinning 
at  each  other,  with  the  aspect  of  two  cob- 
blers enraged,  they  thrust  their  left  sides  to- 
gether with  repeated  siiocks,  that  tho  hilts 
of  their  swords  may  clash  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  audience,  as  if  they  were  a 
couple  of  merry-andrews,  endeavouring  tc 
raise  the  laugh  of  the  vulgar,  on  some  scaf- 
fold at  Bartholomew  fair.  The  despair  of  a 
great  man,  who  falls  a  sacrifice  to  the  infernal 
practices  of  a  subtle  traitor  that  enjoyed  his 
confidence,  this  English  /Esopus  represents, 
by  beating  his  own  forehead,  and  bellowing 
like  a  bull;  and  indeed,  in  almost  all  his  most 
interesting  scenes,  performs  such  strange 
shakings  of  the  head,  and  other  antic  gesti- 
culations, that,  when  I  first  saw  him  act,  I 
imagined  the  poor  man  laboured  under  that 
paralytical  disorder  which  is  known  by  tlie 
name  of  St  Vitus's  dance.  In  short.,  he  seems 
to  be  a  stranger  to  the  more  refined  sen- 
sations of  the  soul,  consequently  his  expres- 
sion is  of  the  vulgar  kind,  and  he  must  ot\en 
sink  under  t!;e  idea  of  the  poet  ;  so  that  he 
has  recourse  to  such  violence  of  affected 
agitation,  as  imposes  upon  the  undiscerning 
spectator,  but  to  the  eye  of  taste,  evinces 
him  a  mere  player  of  that  class  whom  your 
admired  Shakspeare  justly  compares  to  na- 
ture's journeymen  tearing  a  passion  to  rags. 
Yet  this  man,  in  spite  of  all  these  absurdities, 
is  an  admirable  Falstaff,  exhibits  the  character 
of  the  eighth  Henry  to  the  life,  is  reasonably 
applauded  in  the  Plain  Dealer,  excels  in  the 
part  of  Sir  John  Brute,  and  would  be  equal' 
to  many  humorous  situations  in  low  comedy,, 
which  his  pride  will  not  allow  him  to  under- 
take. I  should  not  have  been  so  sev(;re  upon 
this  actor  had  I  not  seen  liim  extolled  by  his 
partisans  with  the  most  ridiculous  and  ftil- 
some  manifestations  of  praise,  even  in  those 
very,  circumstances  wherein  (as  I  have  ob-. 
served)  he  chiefly  failed." 

Pickle,  not  a  little  piqued  to  hear  the  qual- 
ifications  of  such  a  celebrated  actor  in  Eng- 
land treated  with  such  freedom  and  disres- 
pect, answefed,  with  some  asperity,  that  the 
chevalier  was  a  true  critic,  more  industrious 
in  observing  the  blemishes,  than  in  acknow- 
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edu  (ig  the  excellencies  of  those  who  fell  un- 
der his  examination. 

It  was  nut  to  bo  supposed  that  one  actor 
could  shine  e(|iia!ly  in  all  characters  ;  and 
though  his  observations  were  undoubtedly 
very  judicious,  he  himself  could  not  help 
wondering  that  some  of  them  had  always  es- 
caped his  notice,  though  he  had  been  an  as- 
siduous frequenter  of  the  playhouse,  "  The 
player  in  question,"  said  he,  "  has,  in  your 
own  opinion,  considerable  share  of  merit  in 
(he  characters  of  comic  life;  and  as  to  the 
manners  of  the  great  personages  in  tragedy, 
and  the  operation  of  the  grand  passions  of  the 
soul,  I  apprehend  they  may  be  variously  repre- 
sented, according  to  the  various  complexion 
and  cultivation  of  different  men.  A  Span- 
iard, for  example,  though  impelled  by  the 
same  passion,  will  express  it  very  differently 
from  a  Frenchman;  and  what  is  looked  upon 
as  graceful  vivacity  and  address  by  the  one, 
would  be  considered  as  impertinence  and 
foppery  by  the  other;  nay,  so  opposite  is  your 
common  deportment  from  that  of  some  other 
nations,  that  one  of  your  own  countrymen, 
in  the  relation  of  his  travels,  observes,  that 
the  Persians  even  of  this  age,  when  they  see 
any  man  perform  unnecessary  gestures,  say 
lie  is  either  a  fool  or  a  Frenchman.  The 
standard  of  demeanour  being  thus  unsettled, 
a  Turk,  a  Moor,  an  Indian,  or  inhabitant  of 
any  country,  whose  customs  and  dress  are 
widely  different  from  ours,  may,  in  his  sen- 
timents, possess  all  the  dignity  of  the  hurhan 
heart,  and  be  inspired  by  the  noblest  passion 
that  animates  the  soul,  and  yet  excite  the 
laughter  rather  than  the  respect  of  an  Euro- 
pea  n  spectator. 

*'  When  I  first  beheld  your  famous  Parisian 
stage-heroine,  in  one  of  her  principal  parts, 
her  attitudes  seemed  so  violent,  and  she 
tossed  her  arms  around  with  such  extrava- 
gance, that  p'.ie  put  me  in  mind  of  a  wind- 
mill under  the  agitation  of  a  hard  gale  ;  while 
her  voice  and  features  exhibited  the  lively  re- 
presentation of  an  English  scold.  The  action 
of  your  favourite  male  performer  was,  in  my 
opinion,  equally  unnatural ;  he  appeared  with 
the  affected  airs  of  a  dancing-master ;  at  the 
most  pathetic  junctures  of  his  fate  he  lifted 
up  his  hands  above  his  head,  like  a  tumbler 
going  to  vault,  and  spoke  as  if  his  throat  had 
been  obstructed  by  an  hair-brush  ;  yet,  when 
I  compared  their  manners  with  those  of  the 
people  before  whom  they  performed,  and 
tnade  allowance  for  that  exaggeration  which 
olitains  on  all  theatres,  I  was  insensibly  re- 
conciled to  their  method  of  performance,  and 
i  could  distinguish  abundance  of  merit  be- 
neath tnat  oddity  of  appearance." 

The  chevalier,  perceiving  Peregrine  alittle 
irritated  at  what  he  had  said,  asked  pardon 
fur  the  liberty  he  had  taken  in  censuring  the 
Enp^'iish  players,  assuring  him  that  he  had  an 
infinite  venoraMon  for  the  British  learning, 
irenius  and   taste,  which  wore   so  justly  dis- 


tinguished in  the  world  of  letters;  and  thai 
notwithstanding  the  severity  of  his  criticisnj 
he  thouglit  the  theatre  of  London  much  bet 
ter  supplied  with  actors  than  that  of  Paris 
The  young  gentleman  thanked  him  for  his 
polite  condescension,  at  which  Pallet  exult, 
ed,  saying  with  a  shake  of  the  head,  "  I  be- 
lieve so  too,  Monsieur;"  and  the  physician, 
impatient  of  the  dispute  in  which  he  had  bortj 
no  share,  observed,  with  a  supercilious  air, 
that  the  modern  stage  was  altogether  be- 
neath the  notice  of  one  who  had  an  idea  of 
ancient  magnificence  and  execution  ;  that 
plays  ought  to  be  exhibited  at  the  expense 
of  the  state,  as  those  of  Sophocles  were  by 
the  Athenians :  and  that  proper  judges  should 
be  appointed  for  receiving  or  rejecting  all 
such  performances  as  are  offered  to  the  public. 
He  then  described  the  theatre  at  Rome, 
which  contained  eighty  thousand  spectators, 
gave  them  a  learned  disquisition  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  persona,  or  mask  worn  by  the 
Roman  actors,  which  (he  said)  was  a  ma- 
chine that  covered  the  whole  head,  furnished 
on  the  inside  with  a  brazen  concavity,  that  by 
reverberating  the  sound,  as  it  issued  from 
the  mouth,  raised  the  voice  so  as  to  render 
it  audible  to  such  an  extended  audience.  He 
explained  the  difference  between  the  salta- 
tor  and  declamalor,  one  of  whom  acted, 
while  the  other  rehearsed  the  part ;  and  fron.'; 
thence  took  occasion  to  mention  the  perfec- 
tions of  their  pantomimes,  which  were  so 
amazingly  distinct  in  the  exercise  of  their 
art,  that  a  certain  Prince  of  Pontus,  being  at 
the  court  of  Nero,  and  seeing  one  of  thera 
represent  a  story,  begged  him  of  the  empe- 
ror, in  order  to  employ  him  as  an  interpreter 
among  barbarous  nations,  whose  language 
he  did  not  understand.  Nay,  divers  cynic 
philosophers,  who  had  condemned  this  en- 
tertainment unseen,  when  they  chanced  to 
be  eye-witnesses  of  their  admirable  dexterity, 
expressed  their  sorrow  for  having  so  long  de- 
barred themselves  of  such  rational  enjoy- 
ment. 

He  dissented,  however,  from  the  opinion 
of  Peregrine,  who,  as  a  proof  of  their  excel- 
lence, had  advanced,  that  some  of  the  Eng- 
lish actors  fancied  themselves  the  very  thing 
they  represented,  and  recounted  a  story 
from  Lucian,  of  a  certain  celebrated  panto- 
mime, who,  in  acting  the  part  of  Ajax,  in  hi3 
frenzy,  was  transported  into  a  real  fit  of  de- 
lirium, during  which  he  tore  to  pieces  the 
clothes  of  the  actor  who  stalked  before  him, 
beating  the  stage  with  iron  shoes,  in  ordci 
to  increase  the  noise,  snatched  an  instru 
ment  from  one  of  the  musicians,  and  oroke 
it  over  the  head  of  him  who  represented 
Ulysses ;  and,  running  to  the  cf  iisular  bench, 
mistook  a  couple  of  senators  for  the  sheep 
which  were  to  be  slain.  The  audience  ap- 
plauded him  to  the  skies  ;  \A\t  so  conscious 
was  the  mimic  of  his  own  extravagance, 
when  he  recovered   ihp  u^e  of  his  rcascm 
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that  hp  actually  fell  pick  with  mortification  ; 
and  bcingr  aftorwards  desired  to  react  tlio 
piece,  flally  refused  to  appear  in  any  such 
character,  sayinr^  that  the  shortest  follies 
were  tlie  best,  and  that  it  was  suflicient  for 
••iir  to  have  been  a  madman  once  in  his  life. 


CILAPTER  LII. 

An  nilventure  happens  to  Pipes,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  is  dismissed  from 
I'eregrine^s  service — the  whole  company 
set  out  for  Ghent  in  the  diligence — ottr 
hero  is  captivated  by  a  lady  in  that  car- 
riage— interests  her  spiritual  director  in 
his  behalf 

The  doctor  being  fairly  cn£ra<Ted  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  ancients,  would  have  proceeded 
the  ]jord  knows  how  far,  without  hesitation, 
had  not  he  been  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of 
Mr  Joltcr,  wlio,  in  great  confusion,  told 
(hem,  that  Pipes,  having  affronted  a  soldier, 
was  then  surrounded  in  the  street,  and  would 
certainly  be  put  to  death,  if  some  person  of 
authority  did  not  immediately  interpose  in 
his  behalf. 

Peregrine  no  sooner  learned  the  danger  of 
fiis  trusty  squire,  than,  snatching  up  his 
Bword,  he  ran  down  stairs,  and  was  followed 
liy  tlie  chevalier,  entreating  him  to  leave  the 
nffair  to  his  management.  Within  ten  yards 
i)f  the  door  they  found  Tom  with  his  back  to 
1  wall,  defending  himself  manfully  with  a 
niopstick  against  the  assault  of  three  or  four 
Boidicrs,  who,  at  sight  of  the  Maltese  cross, 
•icsisted  from  the  attack,  and  were  taken  in- 
to custody  by  order  of  the  knight.  One  of 
the  aggressors,  being  an  Irishman,  begged  to 
be  heard  with  great  importunity,  before  he 
should  be  sent  to  the  guard  ;  and,  by  the  me- 
diation of  Pickle','  was  accordingly  brought 
into  the  hotel,  with  his  companions,  all  three 
bearing  upon  their  heads  and  faces  evident 
marks  of  their  adversary's  prowess  and  de.\'- 
terity.  The  spokesman  being  confronted 
with  Pipes,  informed  the  company,  that,  hav- 
ing by  accident  met  with  Mr  Pipes,  whom  he 
considered  as  his  coimtryman,  though  for- 
tune had  disposed  of  them  in  difTcrent  ser- 
vices, he  invited  him  to  drink  a  glass  of  wine, 
and  accordingly  carried  him  to  a  cabaret, 
where  he  introduced  him  to  liis  comrades ; 
but,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  which 
turned  upon  the  power  and  greatness  of  the 
kings  of  France  and  England,  Mr  Pipes  had 
been  pleased  to  treat  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty .vith  great  disrespect ;  and  when  he 
(the  entertainer)  expostulated  with  him  in  a 
friendly  manner  about  his  impolite  beha- 
viour, observing,  that  he  being  in  the  French 
eervice,  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
Fenting  his  abuse,  if  he  did  not  put  a  stop  to 
it  before  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  c'oth 
eho  )Id  comprehend  his  meaning,  he  had  set 
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thorn  all  three  at  defiance,  dislionoured  him 
in  particular  with  the  opprobrious  epithet  of 
rebel  to  his  native  fiiiig  and  country,  nnd 
even  drank  (in  broken  French)  to  the  pordi- 
tion  of  Lewis  and  all  liis  adherents!  that, 
compelled  by  this  outrageous  conduct,  he, 
as  the  person  who  had  recommended  him  to 
their  society,  had,  in  vindication  of  his  cwn 
character,  demanded  satisfaction  of  the  delin- 
quent, who,  on  pretence  of  fetching  a  sword, 
had  gone  to  his  lodging,  from  whence  ne  ail 
of  a  sudden  sallied  upon  them  with  the  mop- 
stick,  which  he  employed  in  the  annoyance 
of  them  (til  without  distinction,  so  tiiat  they 
were  obliged  to  draw  in  tiieir  own  defence. 

Pipes,  being  questioned  by  his  master  witn 
regard  to  the  truth  of  this  account,  owned 
that  every  circumstance  was  justly  repre- 
sented ;  saying,  he  did  not  value  their  cheese- 
toasters  a  pinch  of  oakiun  ;  and  that,  if  the 
gentleman  had  not  shot  in  betwi.xt  them,  lie 
would  have  trimmed  them  to  such  a  tune, 
that  they  should  not  have  had  a  whole  yard 
to  square.  Peregrine  reprimanded  him  sharp- 
ly for  his  unmannerly  behaviour,  and  itisisted 
upon  his  asking  pardon  of  those  he  had  in 
jured  upon  the  spot.  But  no  consideration 
was  efficacious  enough  to  produce  such  con- 
cession :  to  this  command  he  was  both  deaf 
and  dumb,  and  the  repeated  threatu  of  hii 
master  had  no  more  effect  than  if  they 
had  been  addressed  to  a  marble  statue.  At 
lengtli  our  hero,  incensed  at  his  obstinacy, 
started  up,  and  would  have  chastised  him 
with  manual  operation,  had  not  he  been  pre- 
vented by  the  chevalier,  who  found  means  to 
moderate  his  indignation  so  far,  tliat  he  con- 
tented himself  with  dismissing  the  offender 
from  his  service ;  and  after  having  obtained 
the  discharge  of  the  prisoners,  gave  them  a 
louis  to  drink,  by  way  of  recompense  for  the 
disgrace  and  damage  tliey  had  sustained. 

The  knight,  perceiving  our  young  gentle- 
man very  much  ruflicd  at  this  accident,  and 
reflecting  upon  the  extraordinary  deportment 
and  appearance  of  his  valet,  whose  hair  had 
by  this  time  adopted  a  grizzly  hue,  imagined 
he  was  some  favourite  domestic,  who  had 
grown  grey  in  the  service  of  his  master't- 
faniily,  and  that  of  consequence  he  was  un- 
easy at  the  sacrifice  he  had  made.  Swayed 
by  this  conjecture,  he  earnestly  solicited  in 
his  behalf;  but  ail  he  could  obtain  was  a 
promise  of  readmitting  liim  into  favour  on 
the  terms  already  proposed,  or  at  least  on 
condition  that  he  should  make  his  acknow- 
lodgment  to  the  chevalier,  for  his  want  of 
reverence  and  respect  for  the  French  mon- 
arch. 

Upon  this  condescension,  the  culprit  was 
called  up  stairs,  and  made  acquainted  with 
the  mitigation  of  hi.s  fate;  upon  which  he 
said,  he  would  down  on  his  marrow  bones  tc; 
his  own  master,  but  would  be  damned  before 
he  would  ask  pardon  of  e'er  a  Frenchman  in 
Christendom.     Pickle,    exasperated  at   this 


118 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


blunt  declaration,  ordered  him  out  of  his  pres- 
ence, and  charged  liim  never  to  appear  be- 
fore his  face  again  ;  while  the  officer  in  vain 
employed  all  liis  influence  and  address  to  ap- 
pease liis  resentment,  and  about  midnight 
took  his  leave  with  marks  of  mortilication 
at  his  want  of  success. 

Next  day  the  company  agreed  to  travel 
through  Flanders  in  the  diligence,  by  the 
p.dvice  of  Peregrine,  who  was  rot  without 
hope  of  meeting  with  some  adventure  or 
aiiiusement  in  that  carriage ;  and  Jolter  took 
care  to  secure  places  for  them  all :  it  being 
resolved  that  the  valet  de  chambru  and  the 
doctor's  man  should  attend  the  vehicle  on 
liorseback  ;  and  as  for  the  forlorn  Pipes,  he 
was  left  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  own  stub- 
born disposition,  notwithstanding  the  united 
efforts  of  the  whole  triumvirate,  who  en- 
deavoured to  procure  his  pardon. 

Every  previous  measure  being  thus  taken, 
they  set  out  from  Lisle  about  six  in  the 
morning,  and  found  themselves  in  the  compa- 
ny of  a  female  adventurer,  a  very  handsome 
young  lady,  a  capuchin,  and  a  Rotterdam 
Sew.  Our  young  gentleman,  being  the  first 
of  this  society  that  entered,  surveyed  the 
strangers  with  an  attentive  eye,  and  seated 
himself  immediately  behind  the  beautiful  un- 
known, who  at  once  attracted  his  attention. 
Pallet,  seeing  another  lady  unengaged,  in 
imitation  of  his  friend,  took  possession  of 
her  neighbourhood ;  the  physician  paired  with 
the  priest,  and  Jolter  sat  down  by  the  Jew. 

Tlie  machine  had  not  proceeded  many 
furlongs,  when  Pickle,  accosting  the  fair  in- 
cognita, congratulated  himself  upon  his  hap- 
piness in  being  the  fellow-traveller  of  so 
charming  a  lady.  She,  without  the  least  re- 
serve or  affectation,  thanked  him  for  his 
compliment,  and  replied,  with  a  sprightly  air, 
that  now  they  were  embarked  in  one  common 
bottom,  they  must  club  their  endeavours  to 
make  one  another  as  happy  as  the  nature  of 
their  situation  would  permit  them  to  be. 
Encouraged  by  this  frank  intimation,  and 
captivated  by  her  fine  black  eyes  and  easy 
behaviour,  he  attached  himself  to  her  from 
that  moment ;  and,  in  a  little  time,  the  con- 
versation became  so  particular,  that  tlie  capu- 
chin thought  proper  to  interfere  in  the  dis- 
course, in  such  a  manner  as  gave  the  youth 
to  understand  that  he  was  tnere  on  purpose 
to  8U[)erintcnd  her  conduct.  He  was  doubly 
rejoiced  at  this  discovery,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  lioped  to  profit'in  his  addresses,  not 
only  by  the  young  lady's  restraint,  that  never 
ifails  to  operate  in  behalf  of  the  lover,  but  also 
by  tlie  corruptibility  of  her  guardian,  whom 
!io  did  not  doubt  of  rendering  propitious  to 
Ilia  cause.  Flushed  with  these  expectations, 
he  behaved  with  uncommon  complacency  to 
the  father,  who  was  charmed  with  the  affa- 
oilityof  his  carriage,  and  en  the  faith  of  his 
generosity,  abated  of  his  vigilance  so  much, 
iJiat   our  hero  carried   on  his  suit  without 


further  molestation ;  while  the  painter,  i\\ 
signs  and  loud  bursts  of  laughter,  conversed 
with  his  Dulcinea,  who  was  perfectly  well 
versed  in  these  simple  expressions  of  satis, 
faction,  and  had  already  found  means  to 
make  a  dangerous  invasion  upon  his  heart. 

Nor  were  the  governor  and  physician  un- 
employed, while  their  friends  interested  them- 
selves  in  this  agreeable  manner.  Jolter  no 
sooner  perceived  the  Hollander  was  a  Jewj 
than  he  entered  into  an  investigation  of  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  in  which  he  was  a  connois- 
seur ;  and  the  doctor  at  the  same  time  attack- 
ed the  mendicant  on  the  ridiculous  maxims 
of  his  order,  together  with  the  impositions 
of  priest-craft  in  general,  which,  he  observ- 
ed, prevailed  so  much  among  those  who  pro- 
fess the  Roman  catholic  religion. 

Thus  coupled,  each  committee  enjoyed 
their  own  conversation  apart,  without  any 
danger  of  encroachment;  and  all  were  so 
intent  upon  their  several  topics,  that  they 
scarce  allowed  themselves  a  small  interval 
in  viewing  the  desolation  of  Menin,  as  they 
passed  through  that  ruined  frontier.  About 
twelve  o'clock  they  arrived  at  Courtray, 
where  the  horses  are  always  changed,  and 
the  company  halted  an  hour  for  refreshment. 
Here  Peregrine  handed  his  charmer  into  an 
apartment,  where  she  was  joined  by  the  other 
lady;  and,  on  pretence  of  seeing  some  of 
the  churches  in  town,  put  himself  under  the 
direction  of  the  capuchin,  from  whom  ht 
learned  that  the  young  lady  was  wife  to  a 
French  gentleman,  to  whom  she  had  been 
married  about  a  year,  and  that  she  was  now 
on  her  journey  to  visit  her  mother,  who  lived 
at  Brussels,  and  who  at  that  time  laboured 
under  a  lingering  distemper,  which,  in  all 
probability,  would  soon  put  a  period  to  her 
life.  He  then  launched  out  in  praise  of  her 
daughter's  virtue  and  conjugal  affection : 
and,  lastly,  told  him,  that  he  was  her  father 
confessor,  and  pitched  upon  to  be  her  con- 
ductor through  Flanders,  by  her  husband, 
who,  as  well  as  his  wife,  placed  the  utmost 
confidence  in  his  prudence  and  integrity. 

Pickle  easily  comprehended  the  meaning 
of  this  insinuation,  and  took  the  hint  accord- 
ingly. He  tickled  the  priest's  vanity  with 
extraordinary  encomiums  upon  the  disinter 
ested  principles  of  his  order,  which  were 
detached  from  all  worldly  pursuits,  and  alto- 
getlier  devoted  to  the  eternal  salvation  of 
mankind.  He  applauded  their  patience,  hu- 
mility, and  learning,  and  lavished  a  world  of 
praise  upon  their  talent  in  preaching,  which 
(he  said)  had  more  than  once  operated  so 
powerfully  upon  him,  that,  had  he  not  been 
restrained  by  certain  considerations  which 
he  could  not  possibly  wave,  he  .=;hould  have 
embraced  their  tenets,  and  begged  admission 
into  their  fraternity:  but,  as  the  circum. 
stances-  of  his  fate  would  not  permit  him  tc 
take  such  a  salutary  measure  for  the  present, 
he  entreated  the  good  father  to   accept    a 
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Binall  token  of  his  love  and  respect,  for  the 
benefit  of  that  convent  to  wliicli  lie  belonged. 
So  siying-,  he  pulled  out  a  i)urso  of  ten  gui- 
neas, which  the  capuchin  observing,  turned 
ills  head  another  way,  and,  lilling  up  liis 
arm,  displayed  a  pocket  almost  as  high  as  his 
collarbone,  in  which  he  deposited  the  money. 

This  proof  of  atlection  for  the  order  pro- 
duced a  sudden  and  surprising  ctfect  upon 
the  friar.  In  the  transport  of  his  zeal,  he 
wrung  this  semi-convert's  hand,  showered  a 
tiiousand  benedictions  upon  his  head,  and 
exhorted  him,  with  tlic  tears  flowing  from 
his  eyes,  to  perfect  the  great  work  which 
the  linger  of  God  had  begun  in  his  heart; 
iind,  as  an  instance,  of  his  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  his  precious  soul,  the  holy  brother 
promised  to  recommend  him  strenuously  to 
the  pious  admonitions  of  the  young  woman 
under  his  care,  who  was  a  perfect  saint  upon 
earth,  and  endowed  with  the  peculiar  gift  of 
mollifying  the  hearts  of  obdurate  sinners. 
"  O  father !"  (cried  the  hypocritical  projector, 
who  by  this  time  perceived  that  his  money 
was  not  thrown  away),  "if  Ixould  be  favour- 
ed but  for  one  half  hour  with  the  private 
instruction  of  that  inspired  devotee,  my  mind 
presages  that  I  should  be  a  strayed  sheep 
brought  back  into  the  fold,  and  that  I  should 
find  easy  entrance  at  the  gates  of  heaven ! 
there  is  something  supernatural  in  her 
aspect;  I  gazo  upon  her  with  the  most  pious 
fervour,  and  my  whole  soul  is  agitated  with 
tumults  of  hope  and  despair!"  Having  pro- 
nounced this  rhai)sody  with  transport,  half 
natural  and  half  affected,  the  priest  assured 
him,  that  the.ie  were  operations  of  the  spirit, 
which  must  not  be  repressed ;  and  comforted 
him  with  the  hope  of  enjoying  the  blessed 
interview  which  he  desired,  protesting,  that, 
iis  far  as  his  influence  extended,  his  wish 
ahould  be  that  very  evening  indulged.  The 
gracious  pupil  thanked  him  for  his  benevolent 
concern,  which  he  swore  should  not  be 
squandered  upon  an  ungrateful  object ;  and 
the  rest  of  the  company  interrupting  the 
conversation,  they  returned  in  a  body  to  the 
inn,  where  they  dined  altogether,  and  the 
ladies  were  persuaded  to  be  our  hero's 
guests. 

As  the  subjects  on  which  they  had  been 
engaged  before  dinner  were  not  exhausted, 
each  brace  resumed  their  former  theme  when 
they  were  replaced  in  the  diligence.  The 
painter's  mistress  finished  her  conquest,  by 
exerting  her  skill  in  the  art  of  ogling,  accom- 
panied by  frequent  Bewitching  sigh?,  and 
some  tender  French  songs,  that  she  sung 
with  such  pathetic  expression,  as  quite  melt- 
ed the  resolution  of  Pallet,  and  utterly  sub- 
dued his  affection;  and  he,  to  convince  her 
of  the  importance  of  her  victory,  gave  a  spe- 
cimen of  his  own  talents,  by  entertaining  her 
tvith  that  celebrated  English  ditty,  the  bur- 
Jien  of  which  bt^gins  with,  the  pigs  they  lie 
ailh  their bare. 
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He  makes  progress  in  her  affection — is  in- 
terrupted bij  a  dispute  between  Jolter  ana 
the  Jew — appeiisrs  the  wrath  of  the  capu- 
chin, who  procures  for  him  an  interview 
with  his  fair  enslaver,  in  which  he  finds 
himself  deceived. 

Peukcrine,  meanwhile,  employed  all  his  in- 
sinuation and  address  in  practising  upon  the 
heart  of  the  capuciiin's  fair  charge.  He  had 
long  ago  declared  his  passion,  not  in  the  su- 
perficial manner  of  a  French  gallant,  hut  with 
all  the  ardour  of  an  enthusiast.  He  had  Ian. 
guished,  vowed,  flattered,  kissed  liorhandby 
stealth,  and  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  his 
reception.  Though  by  a  man  of  less  san- 
guinary disposition,  her  particular  complais- 
ance would  have  been  deemed  equivocal,  and 
perhaps  nothing  more  than  the  effect  of 
French  breeding  and  constitutional  vivacity, 
he  gave  his  own  qualilications  credit  for  the 
whole,  and  with  these  sentiments  carried  on 
the  attack  with  such  unabating  vigour,  that 
she  was  actually  ])revailed  upon  to  accept  a 
ring,  which  lie  presented  as  a  token  of  his 
esteem  ;  and  every  thing  proceeded  in  a  mosi 
prosperous  train,  when  they  were  disturbed 
by  the  governor  and  Israelite,  who,  in  the 
heat  of  disputation,  raised  their  voices,  and 
poured  forth  such  effusions  of  gutturals,  as 
set  our  lover's  teeth  on  edge.  As  they  spoke 
in  a  language  unknown  to  every  one  in  the 
carriage  but  themselves,  and  looked  at  each 
other  with  mutual  animosity  and  rancour. 
Peregrine  desired  to  know  the  cause  of  theii 
contention  ;  upon  which  Jolter  exclaimed  in 
a  furious  tone, — "  This  learned  Lcvite,  for- 
sooth, has  the  impudence  to  tell  me  that  1 
don't  understand  Hebrew;  and  afiirm?,  that 
the  word  ie7^o^^^  signifies  child  of  joy ;  where- 
as I  can  prove,  and  indeed  have  already  said 
enough  to  convince  any  reasonable  man,  that 
in  the  Scptuagint  it  is  rightly  translated  into 
son  of  my  sorrow."  Having  thus  explained 
himself  to  his  pupil,  he  turned  to  the  priest, 
with  intention  to  appeal  to  his  determination ; 
but  the  Jew  pulled  him  by  the  sleeve  v/ith 
great  eagerness,  saymg,  "For  the  love  of 
God  be  quiet,  the  capuchin  will  discover  whc 
we  are  !".  Jolter,  offended  at  this  conjunction, 
echoed,  "  Who  wc  are!"  with  great  empha- 
sis ;  and  repealing  nos  pomanatamus,  asked 
ironically  to  which  of  the  tribes  the  Jew 
thought  he  belonged.  The  Lovite,  affronted 
at  his  comparing  him  to  a  ball  of  horse-dung, 
replied,  with  a  most  signilicant  grin,  "To 
the  tribe  of  Issachar."  His  antau'^onist,  tak 
ing  the  advantage  of  his  unwillingness  to 
be  known  by  tlie  friar,  and  prompted  by  re. 
venge  for  the  freedom  he  had  used,  answered 
in  the  French  language,  that  the  judgment 
of  God  was  still  manifest  upon  their  whole 
race,  not  only  in  their  being  in  the  state  .if 
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exiles  from  their  native  land,  but  also  in  the 
Bp:le  of  tlieir  hearts  and  pravity  of  their  dis- 
positions, which  demonstrate  them  to  be  the 
genuine  offspring  of  those  who  crucified  the 
Saviour  of  the  world. 

His  expectation  was,  however,  defeated  ; 
the  priest  himself  was  too  deeply  engaged  to 
attend  to  the  debates  of  other  people.  The 
physician,  in  the  pride  and  insolence  of  his 
learning,  had  undertaken  to  display  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  christian  faith  ;  having  already 
(as  he  thought)  conf  ited  the  capuchin,  touch- 
ing the  points  of  belief  in  which  the  Roman 
catholics  differ  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 
But  not  contented  with  the  imagined  victory 
he  had  gained,  he  began  to  strike  at  the  fun- 
damentals of  religion  ;  and  the  father,  with 
incredible  forbearance,  suffered  him  to  make 
very  free  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  : 
Dut  when  he  levelled  the  shafts  of  his  ridicule 
at  the  immaculate  conception  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  the  good  man's  patience  forsook  him, 
liis  eyes  seemed  to  kindle  v/ith  indignation, 
he  trembled  in  every  joint,  and  uttered  with 
a  loud  voice, — "  You  are  an  abominable — I 
will  not  call  thee  heretic,  for  thou  art  worse 
(if  possible)  than  a  Jew ;  you  deserve  to  be 
inclosed  in  a  furnace  seven  times  heated,  and 
I  have  a  good  mind  to  lodge  an  information 
against  you  witii  the  governor  of  Ghent,  that 
you  may  be  apprehended  and  punished  as  an 
impious  blasphemer." 

This  menace  operated  like  a  charm  on  all 
present.  The  doctor  was  confounded,  the 
governor  dismayed,  the  Levite's  teeth  chat- 
tered, the  painter  was  astonished  at  the  gen- 
eral confusion,  the  cause  of  which  he  could 
not  comprehend  ;  and  Pickle  himself,  not  a 
little  alarm.cd,  was  obliged  to  use  all  his  in- 
terest and  assiduity  in  appeasing  this  son  of 
the  church,  who,  at  length,  in  consideration 
of  the  friendship  he  professed  for  the  young 
gentleman,  consented  to  forgive  what  had 
passed,  but  absolutely  refused  to  sit  in  con- 
tact with  such  a  profane  wretch?  whom  he 
looked  upon  as  a  liend  of  darkness,  sent  by 
the  enemy  of  mankind  to  poison  the  minds 
of  weak  people  ;  so  that,  ali;er  having  cross- 
ed himself,  and  muttered  certain  exorcisms, 
he  insisted  upon  the  doctor's  changing  places 
with  the  Jew,  who  approached  the  offended 
ecclesiastic  in  an  agony  of  fear. 

Matters  being  thus  compromised,  the  con- 
versation flowed  in  a  more  general  channel ; 
and  without  the  intervention  of  any  other 
accident,  or  bone  of  contention,  the  carriage 
arrived  at  the  city  of  Ghent  about  seven  in 
thf;  evening.  Supper  being  bespoke  for  the 
wliole  company,  our  adventurer  and  his 
frie.'ids  went  out  to  take  a  superficial  vicv/ 
of  the  place,  leaving  his  new  mistress  to  the 
pious  exhortations  of  her  confessor,  whom 
{as  we  have  already  observed)  he  had  secur- 
ed in  his  interest.  This  zealous  mediator 
Bpoke  so  warmly  in  his  commendation,  and 
"nterested  her  conscience  so  much  in  the  af- 


fair, that  she  could  not  refuse  her  helping 
hand  to  the  great  work  of  his  conversion, 
and  promised  to  grant  the  interview  he  de- 
sired. 

Tliis  agreeable  piece  of  intelligence,  which 
the  capuciiin  communicated  to  Peregrine  at 
his  return,  elevated  his  spirits  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  he  shone  at  supper  with  uncom- 
mon brilliance,  in  a  thousand  sallies  of  wit 
and  pleasantry,  to  the  admiration  and  delight 
of  all  present,  especially  of  his  fair  Fleming, 
who  seemed  quite  captivated  by  his  person 
arid  behaviour. 

The  evening  being  thus  spent  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all  parties,  the  company  broke 
up,  and  retired  to  their  several  apartments, 
when  our  lover,  to  his  unspeakable  mortifica- 
tion, learned  that  the  two  ladies  were  obliged 
to  lie  in  the  same  room,  all  the  other  cham- 
bers of  the  inn  being  prc-occupied.  When 
he  imparted  this  difficulty  to  the  priest,  that 
charitable  father,  who  was  very  fruitful  in 
expedients,  assured  him  that  his  spiritual 
concerns  should  not  be  obstructed  by  such  a 
slender  impediment ;  and  accordingly  avail- 
ed himself  of  his  prerogative,  by  going  into 
his  daughter's  chamber  when  she  was  almost 
undressed,  and  leading  her  into  his  own,  on 
pretence  of  administering  salutary  food  for 
her  soul.  Having  brought  the  two  votaries 
together,  he  prayed  for  success  to  the  opera- 
tions of  grace,  and  left  them  to  their  mutual 
meditations,  after  having  conjured  them,  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  to  let  no  impure 
sentiments,  or  temptations  of  the  flesh,  inter- 
fere with  the  hallowed  design  of  their  meeting. 

The  reverend  intercessor  being  gone,  and 
the  door  fastened  on  the  inside,  the  pseudo- 
convert,  transported  with  his  passion,  threw 
himself  at  Amanda's  feet ;  and  begging  she 
would  spare  him  the  tedious  form  of  addres- 
ses, which  the  nature  of  their  interview  would 
not  permit  hi.m  to  observe,  began,  with  all 
the  impetuosity  of  love,  to  make  the  most  by 
the  occasion.  But  whether  she  was  dis- 
yileased  by  the  intrepidity  and  assurance  of 
his  behaviour,  thinking  herself  entitled  to 
more  courtship  and  respect,  or  was  really 
better  fortified  with  chastity  than  he  or  his 
procurer  had  supposed  her  to  be,  certain  it 
is,  she  expressed  resentment  and  surprise  at 
ills  boldne.ss  and  presumption,  and  upbraided 
him  with  havina:  imposed  upon  the  charity 
of  the  friar.  The  young  gentleman  was  re- 
ally as  miich  astonished  at  this  rebuff,  as  she 
pretended  to  be  at  his  declaration,  and  ear- 
nestly entreated  her  to  consider  how  precious 
the  moments  were,  and  for  once  sacrifice  sii« 
periluo'.is  ceremony  to  the  happiness  of  one 
win  adorod  her  with  such  a  flame,  as  could 
not  fall  to  consume  his  vitals,  if  she  would 
not  deign  to  bless  him  with  her  favour. 
Notwithstanding  all  his  tears,  vows,  and 
supplications,  his  personal  accomplishments, 
and  the  tempting  opportunity,  all  that  he 
could  obtain  was  an  acknowledgment  of  hi» 
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having  made  an  impression  upon  her  heart, 
whicti  6ho  hoped  the  dictates  of  her  duty 
would  enable  lier  to  erase.  This  confession 
ne  considered  as  a  delicate  consent ;  and, 
obeyinjj  the  impulse  of  his  love,  snatclied  lier 
up  in  his  arms,  with  an  intention  of  seizinj; 
that  which  she  declined  tog-ivc;  wiicn  this 
French  Lucrctia,  unable  to  defend  her  virtue 
nny  oilier  way,  screamed  aloud ;  and  the  ca- 
puchin, setting  his  shoulder  to  the  door, 
forced  it  open,  and  entered  it  in  an  affected 
ecstasy  of  amazement.  He  lifted  up  his 
hands  and  eyes,  and  pretended  to  be  thun- 
derstruck at  the  discovery  he  had  made;  then, 
in  broken  e.xclamations,  professed  liis  horror 
at  the  wicked  intention  of  our  hero,  who  had 
covered  such  a  damnable  scheme  with  the 
mask  of  religion. 

In  sliort,  he  performed  his  cue  with  such 
dexterity,  that  the  lady,  believing  him  in  ear- 
nest, begged  lie  would  forgive  the  stranger, 
on  account  of  his  youth  and  education,  which 
had  been  tainted  by  the  errors  of  heresy : 
and  he  was  on  these  considerations  content 
to  accept  the  submission  of  our  hero,  who, 
far  from  renouncing  his  expectations,  not- 
withstanding this  mortifying  repulse,  con- 
fided so  much  in  his  own  talents,  and  the 
confession  which  his  mistress  had  made,  that 
he  resolved  to  make  another  effort,  to  which 
nothing  could  have  prompted  him  but  the 
utmost  turbulence  of  unruly  desire. 


CHAPTER  LIV. 

lie  makes  another  effort  towards  iJie  accom- 
plishment  of  his  wish,  which  is  postponed 
by  a  strange  accident. 

He  directed  his  valet  de  chambrc,  w'ho  was 
\  thorough-paced  pimp,  to  kindle  some  straw 
iTj  the  yard,  and  then  pass  by  the  door  of  her 
apartment,  crying  with  a  loud  voice,  that  the 
house  was  on  fire.  This  alarm  brought  both 
ladies  out  of  their  chamber  in  a  moment ; 
and  Peregrine  taking  the  advantage  of  their 
nmningto  the  street-door,  entered  the  room, 
and  concealed  himself  under  a  large  table 
that  stood  in  an  unobserved  corner.  The 
nymphs,  as  soon  as  they  understood  the 
cause  of  his  Mercury's  supposed  affriglit,  re- 
lumed to  their  apartment,  and,  having  said 
their  prayers,  undressed  tiiemselves  andueiit 
to  bed.  This  scene,  which  fell  under  the 
observation  of  Pickle,  did  not  at  all  contri- 
bute to  the  cooling  of  his  concupiscence,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  inflamed  him  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  he  could  scarce  restrain  his  impa- 
tience, until  by  her  breathing  deep,  he  con- 
cluded the  fellow-lodger  of  his  Amanda  was 
asleep.  This  welcome  note  no  sooner  sa- 
luted his  ears,  than  he  crept  to  his  charmer's 
bed-side,  and,  placing  himself  on  his  knees, 
Ifently  laid  hold  on  her  white  hand,  and 
pressed  it  to  his  lips.     She   had  just  begun 
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to  close  her  eys,  and  enjoy  the  agreeable  op- 
pression of  slumber,  when  she  was  roused  by 
this  rape,  at  wiiicli  she  started,  pronouncing, 
in  a  tone  of  surprise  and  dismay,  "  Rly  God  I 
who's  that!"  The  lover,  with  the  most  in- 
sinuating humility,  besought  her  to  hear  him; 
vowing,  that  his  intention  in  approaching  her 
thus,  was  not  to  violate  the  laws  of  decency 
or  that  indelible  esteem  whicii  she  had  en 
graven  on  his  heart,  but  to  manifest  his  sor- 
row and  contrition  for  the  umbrage  he  had 
given,  to  pour  forth  the  overflowings  of  his 
soul,  and  tell  her  that  he  neither  could  nor 
would  survive  her  displeasure.  These,  and 
many  other  pathetic  protestations,  accompa- 
nied with  sighs  and  tears,  and  other  express- 
ions of  grief,  whicli  our  hero  had  at  com- 
mand, could  not  fail  to  melt  the  tender  heart 
of  the  amiable  Fleming,  already  prepossessed 
in  favour  of  his  qiialilications.  She  sympa- 
thized so  much  with  his  aliliction,  as  to  weep 
in  lier  turn,  when  she  represented  the  im- 
possibility of  her  rewarding  his  passion;  and 
he,  seizing  the  favourable  moment,  reinforc- 
ed his  solicitations  with  such  irresistiblo 
transports,  that  her  resolution  gave  way,  she 
began  to  breathe  quick,  expressed  her  fear  of 
being  overheard  by  the  other  lady,  and.  with 
an  ejaculation  of  "  O  Heavens  !  I'm  undone," 
suffered  him,  afler  a  faint  struggle,  to  make 
a  lodgment  upon  the  covered  way  of  her 
bed.  Her  honour,  however,  was  secured  for 
the  present,  by  a  strange  sort  of  knocking 
upon  the  wainscot,  at  tiie  other  end  of  the 
room,  hard  by  the  bed  in  which  the  female 
adventurer  lay. 

Surprised  at  this  circumstance,  the  /ady 
begged  liim  for  heaven's  sake  to  retreat,  or  her 
reputation  would  be  ruined  for  ever;  but  when 
he  represented  to  her  that  her  character 
would  run  a  much  greater  risk  if  he  should 
be  detected  in  withdrawing,  she  consented, 
with  great  trepidation,  to  his  stay  ;  and  they 
listened  in  silence  to  the  sequel  of  the  noise 
that  alarmed  them.  Tiiis  was  no  other  than 
an  expedient  of  the  painter  to  awaken  his 
Dulcinea,  with  whom  he  had  made  an  as- 
signation, or,  at  least,  interchanged  such 
signals  as  he  thought  amounted  to  a  firm  ap- 
pointment. His  nymph,  being  disturbed  in 
her  first  sleep,  immediately  understood  the 
sound,  and,  true  to  the  agreement,  rose^  and 
unbolting  the  door  as  softly  as  possible,  gave 
him  admittance,  leaving  it  open  for  his  more 
commodious  retreat. 

While  this  iiappy  gallant  wa»  employed  in 
disengaging  himself  from  the  dishabilc  in 
which  he  had  entered,  the  capuchin,  sus- 
pecting that  Peregrine  would  make  another 
attempt  upon  his  charge,  had  crept  silently 
to  the  apartment,  in  order  to  reconnoitre, 
lest  the  adventure  should  be  achieved  with- 
out his  knowledge :  a  circumstance  that  would 
deprive  him  of  the  profits  he  might  expect 
from  his  privity  and  concurrence.  Finding 
the  door  unlatched,  his   suspicion  was  con- 
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firmed,  and  he  made  no  scruple  of  creeping 
into  the  chamber  on  all  four  ;  so  that  the 
painter,  havintr  stripped  himself  to  the  shirt, 
in  groping  about  for  his  Dulcinea's  bed, 
chanced  to  lay  his  hand  upon  the  shaven 
crown  of  the  lather's  head,  wliich,  by  a  cir- 
cular motion,  the  priest  began  to  turn  round 
in  liis  grasp  like  a  ball  in  a  socket,  to  the  sur- 
prise and  consternation  of  poor  Pallet,  who, 
having  neither  penetration  to  comprehend 
the  case,  nor  resolution  to  withdraw  his  fin- 
gers from  this  strange  object  of  his  touch, 
titood  sweating  in  the  dark,  and  venting  ejac- 
ulations with  great  devotion.  The  friar, 
tired  with  his  exercise,  and  the  painful  pos- 
ture in  which  he  stooped,  raised  himself 
gradually  upon  his  feet,  heaving  up  at  the 
same  time  the  hand  of  the  painter,  whose 
terror  and  amazement  increased  to  such  a 
degree  at  this  unaccountable  elevation,  that 
his  faculties  began  to  fail  ;  and  his  palm,  in 
the  confusion  of  his  fright,  sliding  over  the 
priest's  forehead,  one  of  his  fingers  happened 
to  slip  into  his  mouth,  and  was  hnmediately 
secured  between  tlie  capuchin's  teeth,  with 
as  firm  a  fixture  as  if  it  had  been  screwed  in 
a  blacksmith's  vice.  The  painter  was  so 
much  disordered  by  this  sudden  snap,  which 
tortured  him  to  the  bone,  that,  forgetting  all 
other  considerations,  he  roared  aloud,  "  Mur- 
der !  a  fire  !  a  trap,  a  trap  !  help,  christians, 
for  the  love  of  God,  help  !"  Our  hero,  con- 
founded by  these  exclamations,  which  he 
knew  would  soon  fill  the  room  with  specta- 
tors, and  incensed  at  his  own  mortifying  dis- 
appointment, was  obliged  to  quit  the  untast- 
ed  banquet,  and  approaching  the  cause  of 
his  misfortune,  just  as  his  tormentor  had 
thought  proper  to  release  his  finger,  dis- 
charged such  a  hearty  slap  between  his  shoul- 
ders, as  Drought  him  to  the  ground  with  hi- 
deous bellowing ;  then  retiring  unperceived 
to  his  own  chamber,  was  one  of  the  first  who 
returned  v/ith  a  light,  on  pretence  of  having 
been  alarmed  with  his  cries. 

The  capuchin  had  taken  the  same  precau- 
tion, and  followed  Peregrine  into  the  room, 
pronouncing  Benedicite,  and  crossing  him- 
self with  many  marks  of  astonishment.  The 
physician  and  Jolter  appearing  at  the  same 
time,  the  unfortunate  painter  was  found  iying 
naked  on  the  floor,  in  all  the  agony  of  hor- 
ror and  dismay,  blowing  upon  his  left  hand, 
that  hung  dangling  firom  the  elbow.  The 
circumstances  of  liis  being  found  in  that 
apartment,  and  the  attitude  of  his  affliction, 
which  was  extremely  ridiculous,  provoked 
the  doctor  to  a  smile,  and  produced  a  small 
relaxation  in  the  severity  of  the  governor's 
<;ountenance  ;  while  Pickle,  testifying  sur- 
prise and  concern,  lifted  him  from  the  ground, 
juid  inquired  into  the  cause  of  his  present 
fiituation.  Having,  after  some  recollection, 
and  fruitless  endeavours  to  speak,  recovered 
the  use  of  his  tongue,  he  told  them  that  the 
tiouse  was  certainly  haunted  by  evil  spirits, 


by  which  he  had  been  conveyed  (he  knew  not 
hov;)  into  that  apartment,  and  afilicted  v?ith 
all  the  tortures  of  hell :  that  one  of  them  had 
made  itself  sensible  to  his  feeling,  in  the  shape 
of  a  round  ball  of  smooth  flesh,  which  turned 
round  under  his  hand,  like  an  astronomer's 
globe,  and  then,  rising  up  to  a  surprising 
height,  was  converted  into  a  machine  that 
laid  hold  on  his  finger,  by  a  snap,  and,  hav- 
ing pinned  him  to  the  spot,  he  continued  for 
some  moments  in  unspeakable  agony.  At 
last,  he  said  the  engine  seemed  to  melt  away 
from  his  finger,  and  he  received  a  sudden 
thwack  upon  his  shoulders,  as  if  discharged 
by  the  arm  of  a  giant,  which  overthrew  him 
in  an  instant  upon  the  floor.  The  priest 
hearing  this  strange  account,  pulled  out  of  one 
of  his  pouches  a  piece  of  consecrated  can- 
dle, which  he  lighted  immediately,  and  mut- 
tered certain  mysterious  conjurations.  Jol- 
ter, imagining  that  Pallet  was  drunk,  shook 
his  head,  saying  he  believed  the  spirit  was 
nowhere  but  in  his  own  brain.  The  physi- 
cian for  once  condescended  to  be  a  wag,  and 
looking  towards  one  of  the  beds,  observed 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  painter  had  been  mis- 
led by  the  flesh,  and  not  by  the  spirit.  The 
fair  Fleming  lay  in  silent  astonishment  and 
afi"right;  and  her  fellow-lodger,  in  order  to 
acquit  herself  of  all  suspicion,  exclaimed 
with  incredible  volubility  against  the  author 
of  this  uproar,  who  (she  did  not  doubt)  had 
concealed  himself  in  the  apartment,  with 
a  view  of  perpetrating  some  wicked  attempt 
upon  her  precious  virtue,  and  was  punished 
and  prevented  by  the  immediate  interposition 
of  Heaven.  At  her  desire,  therefore,  and  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  other  lady,  he 
was  conducted  to  his  own  bed,  and  the  cham- 
ber being  evacuated,  they  locked  their  door, 
fully  resolved  to  admit  no  more  visitants  for 
that  night:  v/hile  Peregrine,  mad  with  seeing 
the  delicious  morsel  snatched  (as  it  were) 
from  his  very  lip,  stalked  through  the  pass- 
age like  a  ghost,  in  hope  of  finding  some 
opportunity  of  re-entering,  till  the  day  be- 
ginning to  break,  he  was  obliged  to  retire, 
cursing  the  idiotical  conduct  of  the  painter, 
which  had  so  nnluckily  interfered  with  his 
deliffht. 


CHAPTER  LV. 

They  depart  from  Ghent — oiir  hero  engages 
in  a  political  dispute  with  his  mistress, 
whom  he  offends,  and  pacifies  with  sub- 
mission— he  practises  an  expedient  to 
detain  the  carriage  at  Alost,  and  confirms 
the  priest  in  his  interest. 

Next  day,  about  one  o'clock,  after  having 
seen  every  thing  remarkable  in  town,  and 
been  present  at  the  execution  of  two  youths, 

who  were  hanged   for  ravishinjr  a  w e, 

they  took  their  departure  from  Ghent,  in  th» 
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Mune  carriage  which  had  brought  them  thi- 
ther ;  and  tlie  conversation  turning  upon  the 
punishment  they  had  seeti  indicted,  the 
Flemish  btioiily  expregsod  great  sympathy 
tnd  compassion  for  tho  unhappy  Kiift'erers, 
who  (as  she  hud  been  informed)  liad  liillen 
rictiins  to  the  malice  of  the  accuser.  Her 
lentiments  were  espoused  by  all  the  compa- 
ny, except  the  French  lady  of  pleasure,  who, 
thinking  the  credit  of  the  sisterhood  concerned 
in  the  nllair,  bitterly  inveiglied  against  the 
profligacy  of  the  ai.'e,  and  particularly  the 
base  and  villanous  attempts  of  rnan  upon  the 
chastity  of  the  weaker  sex  ;  saying,  with  a 
look  of  indignation,  directed  to  the  painter, 
iJiat,  for  iier  own  part,  she  should  never  be 
able  to  manifest  the  acknowledgment  she 
owed  to  Providence,  for  having  protected 
her  last  night  from  the  wicked  aims  of  un- 
bridled lust.  This  observation  introduced  a 
series  of  jokes,  at  the  expense  of  i'allet,  who 
hung  his  ears,  and  sat  with  a  silent  air  of 
dejection,  fearing  that,  through  the  malevo- 
lence of  the  physician,  his  adventure  might 
reach  the  ears  of  his  wife.  Indeed,  though 
we  have  made  shift  to  explain  tlie  whole 
transaction  to  the  rea/ler,  it  was  an  inextri- 
cable mystery  to  every  individual  in  the  dili- 
gf.'nce :  because  the  part  which  was  acted  by 
the  capuchin  was  known  to  himself  alone; 
and  evt.n  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  Pickle's 
being  concerned  in  the  atl'air ;  so  that  the 
grcatet-t  share  of  the  painter's  sufferings  were 
supposed  to  be  the  exaggf^rations  of  his  own 
extravagant  imagination. 

In  the  midst  of  their  discourse  on  this 
extraordinary  subject,  the  driver  told  thein, 
that  they  were  now  on  the  very  spot  where  a 
detachment  of  the  allied  army  had  been 
intercepted  and  cut  oflT  by  the  French  ;  and, 
stopping  the  vehicle,  entertained  them  with 
a  local  description  of  the  battle  of  Melle. 
Upon  this  occasion,  the  Flemish  lady,  who, 
Bince  her  marriage,  had  become  a  keen  parti- 
zan  for  the  French,  gave  a  minute  detail  of 
all  the  circumstances,  as  they  had  been  re- 
presented to  her  by  her  husband's  brother, 
who  v/as  in  the  action.  This  account,  which 
sunk  the  number  of  the  French  to  sixteen, 
and  raised  that  of  the  allies  to  twenty 
thousand  men,  was  so  disagreeable  to  truth, 
as  well  as  to  the  laudable  partiality  of  Pere- 
grine, that  he  ventured  to  contradict  her 
assertions,  and  a  fierce  dispute  commenced, 
that  not  only  regarded  the  present  question, 
but  also  comprehended  all  the  battles  in 
which  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  com- 
ananded  against  Lcv/is  XIV.  In  the  course 
of  these  debates,  she  divested  the  great 
general  of  all  the  g^ory  he  had  acquired . 
\iy  affirming,  that  every  victory  he  gained 
A'os  purposely  lost  by  the  French  generals, 
m  order  to  bring  the  schemes  of  Madame 
de  Maintenon  into  discredit;  and,  as  a  par- 
ticular instance,  alleged,  that  while  the  citadel 
of  Ijsle  was  besieged,  Lewis  said,  in  pre- 
U 


scncc  of  the  dauphin,  that,  if  the  allies 
should  be  obliged  to  raisi;  the  siege,  he  would 
unmediately  dechirc  his  marriage  with  lliat 
ladv,  upon  which  the  ^;on  sent  private  orders 
to  Alarbhal  lioulIh.TH  to  surrender  the  place. 
Tins  strange  allegation  was  supported  by 
the  asseverations  of  the  |)riest  and  the  cour- 
tezan, and  admitted  as  truth  by  the  governor, 
who  pretended  to  have  heard  it  from  good 
authority;  while  tho  doctor  eat  neutral,  as 
one  who  thought  it  scandalous  to  know  the 
history  of  such  modern  events.  The  Israel- 
ite, being  a  true  Dutchman,  listed  himself 
under  the  banners  of  our  hero,  who,  in  at- 
tempting to  demonstrate  the  absurdity  and 
improbability  of  what  they  had  advanced, 
raised  such  a  hue  and  cry  against  himself, 
and  being  insensibly  heated  in  the  alter- 
cation, irritated  his  Amanda  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  her  charming  eyes  kindled  with 
fury,  and  he  sasv  gr<'at  reason  to  think,  that 
if  he  did  not  fall  ujion  some  method  to  de- 
precate her  wrath,  she  would  in  a  twinkling 
sacrifice  all  her  esteem  for  him  to  her  own 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  the  PVench  nation. 
Moved  by  this  apprehension,  his  ardour  cool- 
ed by  degrees,  and  he  insensibly  detached 
himself  from  the  argument,  leaving  the  whole 
care  of  supporting  it  on  the  Jew,  who,  find- 
ing himself  deserted,  was  fain  to  yield  at 
discretion  ;  so  that  the  French  remained 
masters  of  the  field,  and  their  young  heroine 
resumed  her  good  humotir. 

Our  hero  having  prudently  submitted  to 
the  superior  intelligence  of  h;s  fair  enslaver, 
began  to  be  harassed  with  the  fears  of  losing 
her  for  ever,  and  set  his  invention  at  work, 
to  contrive  some  means  of  indemnifying 
himself  for  his  assiduities,  presents,  and  the 
disappointments  he  had  already  undergone. 
On  pretence  of  enjoying  a  free  air,  he  mount- 
ed the  box,  and  employed  his  elocution  and 
generosity  with  such  success,  that  the  driver 
undertook  to  disable  the  diligence  from  pro- 
ceeding beyond  the  town  of  Alost  for  that 
day;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  promise, 
gently  overturned  it  when  they  were  but  a 
mile  short  of  that  baiting  place.  He  had 
taken  his  measures  so  discretely,  that  this 
accident  was  attended  with  no  other  incon- 
venience  than  a  fit  of  fear  that  took  possess- 
ion of  the  ladies,  and  the  necessity  to  which 
they  were  reduced  by  the  declaration  of  the 
coachman,  who,  upon  examining  tha  car- 
riage, assured  the  company  that  the  axle- 
tree  had  given  way,  and  advised  them  to 
walk  forward  to  the  inn,  where  he  would  jog 
after  thern  at  a  slow  pace,  and  do  his  endea- 
vour that  the  damage  should  be  immedialeiy 
repaired.  Peregrine  pretended  to  be  very 
much  concerned  at  what  had  haitpened,  and 
even  cjjrsed  the  driver  for  his  ina/lvcrtep-:y. 
expressing  infinite  impatience  to  be  at  nrus- 
sels,  and  wishing  that  this  misfortune  might 
not  detain  thern  another  night  upon  the  road ; 
but  v/hen  his  understrapper,  according  to  hia 
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instructions,  came  afterwards  to  the  inn,  and 
gave  tliem  to  understand,  that  the  workman 
he  Jiad  employed  could  not  possibly  refit  the 
inaciiine  in  less  than  six  hours,  the  crafty 
youth  affected  to  lose  all  temper,  stormed  at 
ais  emissary,  whom  he  reviled  in  the  most 
opprobrious  terms,  and  threatened  to  cane 
"or  his  misconduct.  The  fellow  protested, 
vvith  great  humility,  that  their  being  over- 
turned was  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  axle- 
tree,  and  not  to  liis  want  of  care  or  dexterity 
m  driving;  though  rather  than  be  thought 
the  cause  of  incommoding  him,  he  would 
inquire  for  a  post-chaise,  in  which  he  might 
depart  for  Brussels  immediately.  This  ex- 
pedient Pickle  rejected  unless  the  wliole 
company  could  be  accommodated  in  the 
same  manner;  and  he  liad  been  previously 
informed  by  the  driver,  that  the  town  could 
not  furnish  more  than  one  vehicle  of  that 
sort.  His  governor,  who  was  quite  ignorant 
of  his  scheme,  represented  that  one  night 
would  soon  be  passed,  and  exhorted  him  to 
Dear  this  small  disappointment  with  a  good 
grace,  especially  as  the  house  seemed  to  be 
well  provided  for  their  entertainment,  and 
the  company  so  much  disposed  to  be  sociable. 
The  capuchin,  who  had  found  his  account  in 
cultivating  the  acquaintance  of  the  young 
stranger,  was  not  ill  pleased  at  this  event, 
which  might,  by  protracting  the  term  of 
their  intercourse,  yield  him  some  opportunity 
of  profiting  still  further  by  his  liberality; 
he  therefore  jomed  Mr  Jolter  in  his  admo- 
nitions, congratulating  himself  upon  the 
prospect  of  enjoying  his  conversation  a 
little  longer  than  he  had  expected.  Our 
young  gentleman  received  a  compliment  to 
the  same  purpose  from  the  Hebrew,  who  had 
that  day  exercised  his  gallantry  upon  the 
French  coquette,  and  was  not  without  hope 
of  reaping  the  fruits  of  his  attention,  his 
rival,  the  painter,  being  quite  disgraced  and 
dejected  by  the  adventure  of  last  night.  As 
for  the  doctor,  he  was  too  much  engrossed 
in  the  contemplation  of  his  own  importance 
to  interest  himself  in  the  aflTair,  or  its  con- 
sequences, further  than  by  observing,  that  the 
European  powers  ought  to  establish  public 
games,  like  those  that  were  celebrated  of  old 
in  Greece ;  in  which  case  every  state  would 
be  supplied  with  such  dexterous  charioteers, 
as  would  drive  a  machine  at  full  speed,  within 
a  hair's  breadth  of  a  precipice,  without  any 
diinger  of  its  being  overthrown.  Peregrine 
could  not  help  yielding  to  their  remonstrances 
and  united  complaisance,  for  which  lie  thank- 
ed them  in  very  polite  terms  ;  and,  his  passion 
seeming  to  subside,  proposed  that  they  should 
amuse  themselves  in  walking  round  the 
ramparts.  He  hoped  to  enjoy  some  private 
conversation  with  his  admired  Fleming,  who 
had  this  whole  day  behaved  with  remarkable 
reserve.  The  proposal  being  embraced,  he 
(as  usual)  handed  her  into  the  street,  and 
look  all  opportunities  of  promoting  his  suit; 


but  they  were  attended  so  closely  by  hel 
father  confessor,  that  he  faresaw  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  accomplish  his  aim,  without 
the  connivance  of  that  ecclesiastic.  This 
he  was  obliged  to  purchase  with  another 
purse,  which  he  offered,  and  was  accepted, 
as  a  charitable  atonement  for  his  crirninni 
behaviour  during  the  interview  which  th« 
friar  had  procured  for  the  good  of  his  soul. 
The  benefaction  was  no  sooner  made,  than 
the  pious  mendicant  edged  off  by  little  and 
little,  till  he  joined  the  rest  of  the  company, 
leaving  his  generous  patron  at  full  liberty  to 
prosecute  hi-s  purpose.  It  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed that  our  adventurer  made  a  good  use  ot 
this  occasion :  he  practised  a  thousand  flow- 
ers of  rhetoric,  and  actually  exhausted  his 
whole  address,  in  persuading  her  to  have 
compassion  upon  his  misery,  and  indulge  him 
with  another  jirivate  audience,  without  which 
he  should  run  distracted,  and  be  guilty  of 
extravagancies  v/hich,  in  the  humanity  of 
her  disposition,  she  would  weep  to  see.  But, 
instead  of  complying  with  his  request,  she 
chid  him  severely  for  his  presumption,  in 
persecuting  her  with  his  vicious  addresses 
She  assured  him,  that  although  she  had  se- 
cured a  chamber  for  herself  in  this  place,  be- 
cause she  had  no  ambition  to  be  belter  ac- 
quainted with  the  other  lady,  he  would  be  in 
the  wrong  to  disturb  her  with  another  noc- 
turnal visit;  for  she  was  determined  to  deny 
him  admittance.  The  lover  was  comforted 
by  this  hint,  which  he  understood  in  the  true 
acceptation,  and  his  passion  being  infiamed 
by  the  obstacles  he  had  met  with,  his  heart 
beat  high  with  the  prospect  of  possession. 
These  raptures  of  expectation  produced  an 
inquietude,  which  disabled  him  from  bearing 
that  share  of  the  conversation  for  which  he 
used  to  be  distinguished.  His  behaviour  at 
supper  was  a  vicissitude  of  startings  and 
reveries.  The  capuchin,  imputing  this  dis- 
order to  a  second  repulse  from  his  charge, 
began  to  be  invaded  with  the  apprehension 
of  being  obliged  to  refund,  and,  in  a  whisper, 
forbade  our  hero  to  despair. 


CHAPTER  LVL 

The  French  coqtiette  entraps  the  heart  of 
the  Jew,  against  whom  Pallet  enters  into 
a  conspiracy ;  by  which  Peregrine  is  again 
disappointed,  and  the  Hebrew's  inconti 
nence  exposed. 

Meanwhile,  the  French  syren,  baulked  in 
her  design  upon  her  English  cully,  who  waw 
so  easily  disheartened,  and  liung  his  ears  in 
manifest  despondency,  rather  than  run  the 
risk  of  making  a  voyage  that  should  be  alto- 
gether unprofitable,  resolved  to  practise  her 
charms  upon  the  Dutch  merchant.  She  had 
already  made  such  innovations  upon  his 
heart,  that  he  cultivated  her  >vith  peculia 
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toniplacency,  gazed  upon  her  with  a  most 

libidinous  stare,  and  unbonded  his  aspect 
into  a  }jrin  that  was  truly  Israelitisli.  The 
painter  saw  and  was  otlunded  at  this  corres- 
pondence, which  lie  considered  as  an  insult 
upon  his  misfortune,  as  well  as  an  evident 
pret'ereiico  of  his  rival ;  and,  conscious  of  iiis 
own  timidity,  swallowed  an  extraordinary 
glass,  that  his  invention  niigrht  )e  stimulated, 
and  his  resolution  raised  to  the  extrava<,'ancc 
and  execution  of  some  schenr.e  of  revennrc. 
The  wine,  however,  failed  in  the  expected 
effect,  and,  without  inspiring  him  with  the 
plan,  served  only  to  quicken  his  desire  of 
vengeance ;  so  that  lie  communicated  his 
purpose  to  liis  friend  Peregrine,  and  begged 
his  assistance;  but  our  young  gentleman  was 
too  intent  upon  his  own  att'air  to  mind  the 
concerns  of  any  other  person;  and  declining 
to  be  engaged  in  the  ])roject,  Pallet  had  re- 
course to  tiie  genius  of  Piclcle's  valet  de 
cliambre,  who  readily  embarked  in  the  un- 
dertaking, and  invented  a  plan,  which  was 
executed  accordingly. 

The  evening  being  pretty  far  advanced, 
and  the  company  separated  into  their  respec- 
tive apartments,  Pickle  repaired,  in  all  the 
impatience  of  youth  and  desire,  to  the  cham- 
ber of  his  charmer,  and  finding  the  door  un- 
bolted, entered  in  a  transport  of  joy.  By 
the  light  of  the  moon,  wiiicli  shone  through 
the  window,  lie  was  conducted  to  lier  bed, 
which  he  approached  in  the  utmost  agitation, 
and  perceiving  her  to  all  appearance  asleep, 
essayed  to  wake  lier  with  a  gentle  kiss ;  but 
this  method  proved  ineffectual,  because  she 
was  determined  to  save  herself  the  confusion 
of  being  an  accomplice  in  his  guilt.  He  re- 
peated the  application,  murmured  a  most  pas- 
sionate salutation  in  her  ear,  and  took  such 
other  gentle  methods  of  signifying  his  pres- 
ence, as  persuaded  him  that  she  was  resolv- 
ed to  sleep,  in  spite  of  ?11  his  endeavours  : 
flushed  with  this  agreeaLe  supposition,  lie 
locked  the  door,  in  order  to  prevent  interrup- 
tion, and  stealing  himself  under  the  clothes, 
set  fortune  at  defiance,  while  he  held  the  fair 
creature  circled  in  his  arms. 

Nevertheless,  near  as  he  seemed  to  be  to 
ihe  happy  accomplishment  of  liis  desire,  his 
hope  was  again  frustrated  with  a  frightful 
noise,  which,  in  a  moment,  awakened  his 
Amanda  in  a  friglit,  and,  for  the  present,  en- 
gaged all  his  attention.  His  valet  de  cliam- 
bre, whom  Pallet  had  cotsulted  as  a  confede- 
rate in  his  revenge  against  the  lady  of  plea- 
sure and  her  Jewish  gallant,  had  lured  of 
certain  Bohemians,  who  chanced  to  lodge  at 
the  inn,  a  jaok-ass  adorned  with  bells,  which, 
when  every  body  was  retired  to  rest,  and  the 
Hebrew  supposed  to  be  bedded  with  his  inis- 
trosK,  they  led  up  stairs  into  a  long  thorough- 
fare, from  which  the  chambers  were  detach- 
ed on  each  side.  The  painter,  perceiving 
the  lady's  door  a-jar,  according  to  his  e.vpec- 
Ution,  mounted  this  animal,  with  intention 


to  ride  into  the  room,  ind  disturb  the  lovers 
in  the  midst  of  their  mutual  endearments  • 
bi.t  the  ass,  true  to  its  kind,  finding  himself 
bestrid  by  an  unknown  rider,  instead  of  ad- 
vancing, in  obedience  to  his  conductor,  re- 
treated backwards  to  the  otiier  CTid  of  the 
passage,  in  spite  of  all  the  ellbrts  of  the  j)aia- 
ter,  wlio  spurred,  and  kicked,  and  pommelled 
to  no  purpose.  It  was  the  noise  of  this  con- 
tention between  Pallet  and  the  ass  which  in- 
vaded the  ears  of  Peregrine  and  hi^  mistress, 
neither  of  whom  could  form  the  least  nitiuii- 
al  conjecture  about  the  cause  of  such  stir.nge 
disturbance,  which  increased  as  the  Miimal 
approached  the  apartment.  At  length,  the 
bourrique's  retrograde  motion  wasobstructec. 
by  the  door,  which  it  forced  open  in  a  twink- 
ling with  one  kick,  and  entered  with  such  a 
complication  of  sounds  as  terrified  the  lady 
almost  into  a  fit,  and  threw  her  lover  into 
the  utmost  ])crplexity  and  confusion.  The 
painter,  finding  himself  thus  violently  intrud- 
ed into  the  bed-chamber  of  he  knew  not 
v.'hom,  and  dreading  the  resentment  of  tlu; 
possessor,  who  might  discharge  a  pistol  at 
him,  as  a  robber  who  had  broke  into  his 
apartment,  was  overwhelmed  with  consterna- 
tion, and  redoubled  his  exertion  to  accom- 
plish a  speedy  retreat,  sweating  all  the  time 
with  fear,  and  putting  up  petitions  to  Heav- 
en for  his  safety;  but  his  obstinate  compan- 
ion, regardless  of  his  situation,  instead  of 
submitting  to  his  conduct,  began  to  turn  round 
like  a  mill-stone,  the  united  sound  of  his  feet 
and  bells  producing  a  most  surprising  con- 
cert. Tiie  unfortunate  rider,  whirling  about 
in  tliis  manner,  would  have  quitted  his  seat, 
and  left  the  beast  to  his  own  amusement : 
but  the  rotation  was  so  rapid,  that  the  terror 
of  a  severe  fall  hindered  him  from  attempting 
to  dismount,  arnl,  in  the  desperation  of  liia 
heart,  he  seized  one  of  its  ears,  which  he 
pinched  so  unmercifully,  that  the  creature 
set  up  his  throat,  and  brayed  aloud.  This 
hideous  exclamation  was  no  sooner  hoard  by 
the  fair  Fleming,  already  chilled  by  panic, 
and  prepared  with  superstition,  than,  belio"- 
ing  iierself  visited  by  the  devil,  who  was  per- 
mitted to  punish  her  for  her  infidelity  to  the 
marriage  bed,  she  uttered  a  scream,  and  be- 
gan to  repeat  her  pater  noster  with  a  loud 
voice.  Her  lover,  finding  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  retiring,  started  up,  and  stung 
with  the  most  violent  pangs  of  rage  and  dis- 
appointment, ran  directly  to  the  spot  whence 
this  diabolical  noise  seemed  to  proceed. 
There,  encountering  the  ass,  he  discharged 
such  a  volley  of  blows  at  him  and  his  ruler, 
that  the  creature  carried  him  off  at  a  round 
trot,  and  they  roared  in  unison  all  the  way 
Having  thus  cleared  the  room  of  such  disa- 
greeable company,  he  wont  back  to  his  mis. 
tress,  and  assuring  her  that  this  was  only 
some  foolish  prank  of  Pallet,  took  his  leave, 
with  a  promise  of  returning  after  the  quiel 
of  tho  inn  should  be  re-established. 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  noise  of  the  bour- 
rique,  the  cries  of  tlie  painter,  and  the  lady's 
scream,  had  alarmed  the  whole  house  ;  and 
the  ass,  in  the  precipitation  of  his  retreat, 
seeing  people  with  lights  before  him,  took 
shelter  in  the  apartment  for  which  he  was  at 
first  designed,  just  as  the  Levite,  aroused  at 
the  uproar,  liad  quitted  his  Dulcinea,  and  was 
attempting  to  recover  his  own  chamber  un- 
perceivcd.  Seeing  himself  opposed  by  such 
an  animal,  mounted  by  a  tall,  meagre,  lan- 
thorn-jaw'd  figure,  half  naked,  with  a  white 
nightcap  upon  his  head,  which  added  to  the 
natural  paleness  of  his  complexion,  the  Jew 
was  sorely  troubled  in  mind,  and,  believing 
it  to  be  an  apparition  of  Balaam  and  his  ass, 
Hed  backward  with  a  nimble  pace,  and  crept 
under  the  bed,  where  ho  lay  concealed.  Mr 
Jolter  and  the  priest,  who  were  the  foremost 
of  those  who  had  been  aroused  by  the  noise, 
were  not  unmoved  when  they  saw  such  a 
spectacle  rushing  into  the  chamber,  from 
whence  the  lady  of  pleasure  began  to  shriek. 
The  governor  made  a  full  halt,  and  the  capu- 
chin discovered  no  inclination  to  proceed. 
They  were,  however,  by  the  pressure  of  the 
crowd  that  followed  them,  thrust  forward  to 
the  door,  through  which  the  vision  entered; 
and  there  Jolter,  with  great  ceremony,  com- 
plimented his  reverence  with  the  pass,  be- 
seeching him  to  walk  in.  The  mendicant 
was  too  courteous  and  humble  to  accept  this 
pre-eminence,  and  a  very  earnest  dispute  en- 
sued ;  during  which  the  ass  in  the  course  of 
his  circuit,  showed  himself  and  rider,  and  in 
a  trice  decided  the  contest;  for,  struck  with 
the  second  glimpse,  both  at  one  instant  sprung 
backward  with  such  force,  as  overturned  the 
next  men,  who  communicated  the  impulse  to 
those  that  stood  behind  them,  and  these  again 
to  others ;  so  that  the  whole  passage  was 
strewed  with  a  long  file  of  people,  that  lay  in 
a  line  like  the  sequel  and  dependence  of  a 
pack  of  cards.  In  the  midst  of  this  havoc, 
our  hero  returned  from  his  own  room  with 
an  air  of  astonishment,  asking  the  cause  of 
this  uproar.  Receiving  such  hints  of  intelli- 
gence as  Jolter's  consternation  would  permit 
iiim  to  give,  he  snatched  the  candle  out  of 
lis  hand,  and  advanced  into  the  haunted 
-Jiamber  without  hesitation,  being  followed 
hy  all  present,  who  broke  forth  into  a  long 
?jid  loud  peal  of  laughter,  when  they  perceiv- 
ed the  ludicrous  source  of  their  disquiet.  The 
painter  himself  made  an  effort  to  join  their 
mirth ;  but  he  had  been  so  harrowed  by  fear, 
and  smarted  so  much  with  the  pain  of  the 
discipline  he  had  received  from  Pickle,  that 
•le  could  not.  with  all  his  endeavour,  van- 
quish the  ruefulness  of  his  countenance.  His 
attempt  served  only  to  increase  the  awk- 
wardness of  his  situation,  which  was  not  at 
ill  mended  by  the  behaviour  of  the  coquette, 
who,  furious  with  her  disappointment,  slipped 
on  a  jetticoat  and  bedgown,  and,  springing 
npor  hiiM  like  another  Hecuba,  with  her  nails 


deprived  all  one  side  of  his  nose  of  the  skin 
and  would  not  have  left  him  an  eye  to  see 
through,  if  some  of  the  company  had  not 
rescued  him  from  her  unmerciful  talons.  Pro- 
voked at  this  outrage,  as  well  as  by  her  be- 
haviour  to  him  in  the  diligence,  he  publicly 
explained  his  intention  in  entering  her  cham- 
ber in  this  equipage  ;  and,  missing  the  He- 
brew among  the  spectators,  assured  them 
that  he  must  have  absconded  somewhere  in 
the  apartment.  In  pursuance  of  this  intima- 
tion, the  room  was  immediately  searched, 
and  the  mortified  Levite  pulled  by  the  heels 
from  his  lurking  place  ;  so  that  Pallet  had 
the  good  fortune  at  last  to  transfer  the  laugh 
from  himself  to  his  rival  and  the  French  ina- 
morata, who  accordingly  underwent  the  ridi- 
cule of  the  whole  audience. 


CHAPTER  LYII. 

Pallet,  endeavourinq  to  unravel  the  mystery 
of  the.  treatment  he  had  received,  falls 
out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire. 

Nevertheless,  Pallet  was  still  confound- 
ed and  chagrined  by  one  consideration, 
which  was  no  other  than  that  of  his  having 
been  so  roughly  handled  in  the  chamber  be- 
longing (as  he  found  upon  inquiry)  to  the 
handsome  young  lady  who  was  under  the 
capuchin's  direction.  He  recollected  that 
the  door  was  fast  locked  when  his  beast 
burst  it  open  ;  and  he  had  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  any  person  followed  him  in  his 
irruption  ;  on  the  other  hand,  he  could  not 
imagine  that  such  a  gentle  creature  would 
either  attempt  to  commit,  or  be  able  to  exe- 
cute, such  a  desperate  assault  as  that  which 
his  body  had  sustained  ;  and  her  demeanour 
was  so  modest  and  circumspect,  that  he 
durst  not  harbour  the  least  suspicion  of  her 
virtue. 

These  reflections  bewildered  him  in  the  la- 
byrinth of  thought ;  he  rummaged  his  whold 
imagination,  endeavouring  to  account  foi 
what  had  happened.  At  length  he  concluded 
that  either  Peregrine,  or  the  devil,  or  both, 
must  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
affair,  and  determined,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  his  curiosity,  to  wach  our  hero's  motions, 
during  the  remaining  part  of  the  night,  s*: 
narrowly,  that  his  conduct,  mysterious  as  it 
was,  should  not  be  able  to  elude  his  pene- 
tration. 

With  these  sentiments  he  retired  to  Ins 
own  room,  afler  the  ass  had  been  restored 
to  the  right  owners,  and  the  priest  had  visit- 
ed and  confimed  his  fair  ward,  who  had 
been  almost  oistracted  with  fear.  Silence 
no  sooner  prevailed  again,  than  he  crawled 
darkling  towards  her  door,  and  huddled  him- 
self  up  in  an  obscure  corner,  from  whence  he 
might  observe  the  ingress  or  egress  of  any 
human  creature.     lie  had  not  lonij  remained 
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m  this  posture,  when,  fatigued  with  this 
»d/eiiture,  and  that  of  tlie  prccedintr  night, 
nis  faculties  wore  grathially  overpowered 
u'ith  shimber  ;  and,  falling  fast  asleep,  he 
Dcgan  to  snore  like  a  whole  congregation  of 
prcsbyterians.  The  Elcinish  beauty,  hearing 
this  discordant  noise  in  the  passage,  began  to 
DC  afraid  of  some  new  alarm,  and  very  pru- 
dently bolted  her  door  ;  so  that  when  her 
.over  wanted  to  repeat  his  visit,  he  was  not 
only  surprised  and  incensed  at  this  disagree- 
able serenade,  the  auliior  of  which  he  did 
not  know,  but  when  compelled  by  liis  pas- 
mon,  which  was  by  this  time  wound  to  the 
highest  pitch,  be  ventured  to  approacii  the 
entrance,  he  had  the  extreme  mortification  to 
find  himself  shut  out.  lie  durst  not  knock 
or  signify  his  presence  in  any  other  manner, 
on  account  of  the  lady's  reputation,  which 
would  have  greatly  sutVored,  had  the  snorcr 
been  waked  by  liis  endeavours.  Had  he 
known  that  tlio  person  who  thus  thwarted 
his  views  was  the  painter,  he  would  have 
taken  some  effectual  step  to  remove  him  ; 
but  he  could  not  conceive  what  should  in- 
duce Pallet  to  take  up  his  residence  in  that 
corner  ;  nor  could  he  use  the  assistance  of  a 
light  to  distinguish  him,  because  there  was 
not  a  candle  burning  in  the  house. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  rage  and 
vexation  of  our  hero,  while  iic  continued 
thus  tantalized  upon  the  brink  of  bliss,  after 
his  desire  had  been  exasj)erated  by  the 
circumstances  of  his  two  former  disappoint- 
ments. He  ejaculated  a  thousand  execrations 
against  his  own  fortune,  cursed  his  fellow- 
travellers  without  exception,  vowed  revenge 
against  the  painter,  who  had  twice  confound- 
ed his  most  interesting  scheme,  and  was 
tempted  to  execute  immediate  vengeance 
upon  the  unknown  cause  of  his  present  mis- 
carriage. In  this  agony  of  distraction  did 
he  sweat  two  whole  hours  in  the  passage, 
though  not  without  some  faint  hopes  of 
being  delivered  from  his  tormentor,  who,  he 
imagined,  upon  waking,  would  undoubtedly 
shifl  his  quarters,  and  leave  the  field  free  to 
his  designs  ;  but  when  he  heard  the  cock 
repeat  his  salutation  to  the  morn,  which  be- 
gan to  open  on  tiic  roar  of  night,  he  could 
no  longer  restrain  his  indignation.  Going 
to  liis  own  chamber,  he  filled  a  basin  with 
cold  water,  and,  standing  at  some  distance, 
disciiarged  it  full  in  the  face  of  the  gaping 
snorer,  who,  over  and  above  the  surprise 
occasioned  by  the  application,  was  almost 
suffocated  by  the  liquor  that  entered  his 
mouth,  and  ran  down  into  his  wind-pipe. 
While  he  ga.sped  like  a  person  half  drowned, 
without  knowing  the  nature  of  his  disaster, 
or  remembering  the  situation  in  which  he 
fell  asleep,  Peregrine  retired  to  his  own  door, 
and,  to  his  no  small  astonishment,  from  a 
!ong  howl  that  invad<;d  his  ears,  learned  that 
he  patient  was  no  other  than  Pallet,  who 


had  now  for  the  third  time  baulked  his  good 
fortune. 

Enraged  at  the  complicated  trespaesea  of 
this  unfortunate  offender,  he  rushed  from  his 
apartment  with  a  horse-whip,  and  encounter- 
ing the  painter  in  his  flight,  overturned  hir.i 
in  the  passage.  There  he  exerted  the  in- 
strument of  his  wrath  with  great  severity 
on  pretence  of  mistaking  him  for  some  jire- 
sumptuous  cur,  which  had  disturbed  the  re- 
pose of  the  inn  ;  nay,  when  he  called  aloud 
for  mercy  in  a  supplicating  tone,  and  his 
chastiser  could  no  longer  jiretond  to  treat 
hiia  as  a  quadruped,  such  was  the  virulence 
of  the  young  gentleman's  indignation,  that 
he  could  not  help  declaring  his  satisfaction, 
by  telling  Pallet  he  had  richly  deserved  the 
punishment  he  had  undergone,  for  his  mad- 
ness, folly,  and  impertinence,  in  contriving 
and  executing  such  idle  schemes,  as  had  no 
other  tendency  than  that  of  plaguing  his 
neighbours. 

Pallet  protested  with  great  vehemence, 
that  he  was  innocent  as  the  child  unborn,  of 
an  intention  to  give  umbrage  to  any  person 
whatever,  except  the  Israelite  and  liis  doxy, 
who  he  knew  had  incurred  his  displeasure. 
"But,  as  God  is  my  saviour,"  said  he,  "1  be- 
lieve I  am  persecuted  with  witchcrafl,  and 
begin  to  think  that  damned  priest  is  an  agent 
for  the  devil;  for  he  has  been  but  two  nights 
in  our  company,  during  which  I  have  not 
closed  an  eye,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have 
been  tormented  by  all  the  fiends  of'"  hell." 
Pickle  peevishly  replied,  that  his  torments 
had  been  occasioned  by  his  own  foolish  ima- 
gination ;  and  asked  him  how  he  came  to 
howl  in  that  corner;  the  painter,  who  did  not 
think  proper  to  own  the  truth,  said  that  he 
had  been  transported  thither  by  some  preter- 
natural conveyance,  and  soused  in  water  by 
an  invisible  hand.  The  youth,  in  hope  of 
profiting  by  his  absence,  advised  him  to 
retire  immediately  to  his  bed,  and  by  slec]) 
strive  to  comfort  his  brain,  which  seemed  to 
be  not  a  little  disordered  by  the  want  of  that 
refreshment.  Pallet  himself  began  to  be  very 
much  of  the  same  way  of  thinking;  and,  in 
compliance  with  such  wholesome  counsel, 
betook  himself  to  rest,  muttering  prayers  all 
the  way  for  the  recovery  of  his  own  under- 
standing. 

Pickle  attended  him  to  his  chamber,  and, 
locking  him  up,  put  the  key  in  his  own 
pocket,  that  he  might  not  have  it  in  his 
power  to  interrupt  hiin  again;  but  in  his  re- 
turn he  was  mot  by  Mr  .loiter  and  tlie  doctor, 
who  had  been  a  second  time  alarmed  by  the 
painter's  cries,  and  come  to  inquire  about 
this  new  adventure.  Half  frantic  with  such 
a  series  of  disappointments,  he  cursed  them 
in  his  heart  for  their  unseasonable  appearance. 
When  they  questioned  him  about  Pallet,  ho 
told  them  he  had  found  him  stark  staring 
mad,  howling  in  a  corner,  and  v/et  tc  the 
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ikin,  and  conducted  him  to  his  room,  where 
ho  was  now  a-bcd.  The  physician,  hearing 
*iiis  circumstance,  made  a  merit  of  his  vani- 
ty:  and,  under  pretence  of  concern  for  the 
patient's  welfare,  desired  he  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  symptoms  of 
his  disorder  without  loss  of  time  ;  alleging 
that  many  diseases  might  have  been  stifled 
in  the  birth,  which  afterwards  oaffled  all  the 
endeavours  of  the  medical  art.  The  young 
gentleman  accordingly  delivered  the  key, 
and  once  more  withdrew  into  his  own 
chamber,  with  a  view  of  seizing  the  first 
occasion  that  should  present  itself  of  re- 
nev.'ing  his  application  to  his  Amanda's 
door;  while  tlie  doctor,  in  his  way  to  Pal- 
let's apartment,  hinted  to  the  governor  his 
suspicion  that  the  patient  laboured  under 
that  dreadful  symptom  called  the  hydro- 
phobia, which,  he  observed,  had  sometimes 
appeared  in  persons  who  were  not  previous- 
ly bit  by  a  mad  dog.  This  conjecture  he 
founded  upon  the  howl  lie  uttered  when  he 
was  soused  with  water,  and  began  to  recol- 
lect certain  circumstances  of  the  painter's 
beiiaviour  for  some  days  past,  which  now  he 
could  plainly  perceive  had  prognosticated 
some  such  calamity.  He  then  ascribed  the 
distemper  to  the  violent  frights  he  had  lately 
undergone ;  athrmed  that  the  affair  of  the 
bastile  had  made  such  a  violent  encroach- 
ment upon  his  understanding,  that  his  man- 
ner of  thinking  and  speaking  was  entirely 
altered.  By  a  theory  of  his  own  invention, 
he  explained  the  efti'ct  of  fear  upon  a  loose 
system  of  nerves,  and  demonstrated  the 
modus  in  which  the  animal  spirits  operate 
upon  the  ideas  and  power  of  imagination. 
This  disquisition,  which  was  communicat- 
ed at  the  painter's  door,  might  have  lasted 
till  brcakiiist,  had  not  Jolter  reminded  him 
of  his  own  maxim,  Venienli  occurrite  mor- 
bo;  upon  v/hich  he  put  the  key  to  immediate 
use,  and  tliey  walked  softly  towards  the  bed, 
where  the  patient  lay  extended  at  full  length 
in  the  arms  of  slcrip.  The  physician  took 
notice  of  liis  breathing  hard,  and  his  mouth 
being  o])en  ;  and  from  these  diagnostics  de- 
clared that  the  liquidum  nervosum  was  in- 
timately affected,  and  the  saliva  impregnat- 
ed with  the  spiculated  particles  of  the  virus, 
howsoever  contracted.  This  sentence  v/as 
Btill  farther  confirmed  by  the  state  of  his 
pulse,  which,  being  full  and  slow,  indicated 
an  oppressed  circulation,  from  a  loss  of  elas- 
ticity in  the  propelling  arteries.  He  propos- 
ed that  he  should  immediately  suffer  a  second 
aspersion  of  water,  which  would  not  only 
contribute  to  the  cure,  but  also  certify  thorn 
beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt,  with  regard 
t.o  the  state  of  the  disease;  for  it  would  evi- 
dently appear  from  the  manner  in  which  he 
would  bear  the  application,  wliether  or  not 
his  liorror  of  water  amounted  to  a  confirmed 
hydrophobia.  Mr  Jolter,  in  compliance  with 
Uiis  proposal,  began  to  empty  a  bottle  of 


water,  which  he  found  in  the  room,  inabasni  , 
when  he  was  interrupted  by  the  prescriber, 
who  advised  him  to  use  the  contents  of  the 
chamber-pot,  which,  being  impregnated  with 
salt,  would  operate  more  effectually  than  the 
pure  element.  Thus  directed,  the  governor 
lifted  up  the  vessel,  which  was  replete  with 
medicine,  and,  with  one  turn  of  his  hand, 
discharged  the  whole  healinginundation  upon 
the  ill-omened  patient,  who,  waking  in  the 
utmost  distraction  of  horror,  yelled  most  hide- 
ously, just  at  the  time  when  Peregrine  had 
brought  his  mistress  to  a  parley,  and  enter- 
tained hopes  of  being  admitted  into  her  cham- 
ber. 

Terrified  at  this  exclamation,  she  instantly 
broke  off  the  treaty,  beseeching  him  to  retire 
from  the  door,  that  her  honour  might  receive 
no  injury  from  his  being  found  in  that  place : 
and  he  had  just  enough  of  recollection  lefl  to 
see  the  necessity  of  obeying  the  order ;  in 
conformity  to  wliich  he  retreated,  well  nigh 
deprived  of  his  senses,  and  almost  persuaded 
that  so  many  unaccountable  disappointments 
must  have  proceeded  from  some  supernatural 
cause,  of  which  the  idcot  Pallet  was  no  more 
than  the  involuntary  instrument. 

Meanwhile  the  doctor,  having  ascertained 
the  malady  of  the  patient,  whose  cries,  in- 
terrupted by  frequent  sobs  and  sighs,  he  in- 
terpreted into  the  barking  of  a  dog.  and  hav- 
ing no  more  salt  water  at  hand,  resolved 
to  renew  the  bath  with  such  materials  as 
chance  would  afford.  He  actually  laid  hold 
of  the  bottle  and  basin  ;  but  by  this  time  the 
painter  had  recovered  the  use  of  his  senses 
so  well,  as  to  perceive  his  drift ;  and,  starting 
up  like  a  frantic  bedlamite,  ran  directly  to 
his  sword,  swearing,  with  many  horrid  im- 
precations, that  he  would  murder  them  both 
immediately,  if  he  should  be  hanged  before 
dinner.  Tliey  did  not  chuse  to  wait  the  is- 
sue of  his  tlireat,  but  retired  with  such  pre- 
cipitation, that  the  physician  had  almost  dis- 
located his  shoulder,  by  running  against  one 
side  of  the  entry.  Joltor,  having  pulled  the 
door  after  him,  and  turned  the  key,  betook 
himself  to  flight,  roaring  aloud  for  assistance. 
His  colleague,  seeing  the  door  secured,  valu- 
ed himself  upon  his  resolution,  and  exhorted 
him  to  return ;  declaring,  that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  was  more  afraid  of  the  madman's 
teeth  than  of  his  weapon,  and  admonishing 
the  governor  to  re-enter,  and  execute  what 
they  had  lefl  undone.  "  Go  in,"  said  he 
"  without  fear  or  apprehension,  and  if  any 
accident  shall  happen  to  you,  either  from  liis 
slaver  or  his  sword,  I  will  assist  you  with  my 
advice,  which  from  this  station  I  can  more 
coolly  and  distinctly  administer,  than  I  should 
be  able  to  supply,  if  my  ideas  were  disturbed, 
or  my  attention  engaged  in  any  personal 
concern." 

Jolter,  who  could  make  no  objection  to  the 
justness  of  the  conclusion,  frankly  owned, 
that  he  had  no  inclination  to  try  the  experi 


ADVENTURES  OF  PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


15fl 


Rient;  observing  that  self-preservation  was 
tlie  first  law  of  nature ;  that  his  connexions 
with  the  iinhapi)y  lunatic  were  but  sli<f]it ; 
and  that  it  coul'l  not  be  reasonably  expected 
that  ho  would  run  sucii  risks  tbr  his  service, 
Bs  wore  declined  by  one  who  had  sot  out  with 
hiin  from  Enjrland  on  the  footing  of  a  com- 
panion. This  insinuation  introduced  a  dis- 
pute upon  tlie  nature  of  benevolence  and  the 
moral  sense,  which,  tiio  republican  argued, 
exist.?d  independent  of  any  private  considera- 
tion, and  could  never  be  atlected  by  any  con- 
tingent circumstance  of  time  and  fortune; 
while  the  other,  who  abhorred  his  principles, 
asserted  the  duties  and  excellence  of  private 
friendsliip  with  infinite  rancourof  altercation. 

During  the  hottest  of  the  argument,  they 
were  joined  by  the  capuchin,  who,  being  as- 
tonished to  see  them  thus  viridently  engaged 
at  the  door,  and  to  hear  the  painter  bellow- 
ing within  the  chamber,  conjured  them,  in  the 
name  of  God,  to  tell  him  the  cause  of  that 
confusion  which  had  kept  the  whole  house  in 
continual  alarm  during  the  best  part  of  the 
night,  and  seemed  to  be  the  immediate  work 
of  the  devil  and  his  angels.  When  the  go- 
vernor gave  liim  to  understand  that  Pallet 
was  visited  v/ith  an  evil  s|)irit,  he  muttered 
a  prayer  of  St  Antonio  do  Padua,  and  under- 
took to  cure  the  pamter^  provided  he  could 
bo  secured,  so  as  that  he  might,  without  dan- 
ger to  himself,  burn  part  of  a  certain  relic 
under  his  nose,  which  he  assured  them  was 
equal  to  the  miraculous  power  of  Eleazar's 
ring.  They  expressed  great  curiosity  to 
know  what  this  treasure  was  ;  and  the  priest 
was  prevailed  upon  to  tell  them,  in  conli- 
dence,  that  it  was  a  collection  of  the  parings 
of  the  nails  belonging  to  those  two  madmen 
whom  Jesus  purged  of  the  legion  of  devils  that 
afterwards  entered  the  swine.  So  saying, 
he  pulled  from  one  of  his  pockets  a  small 
box,  containing  aboi^t  an  ounce  of  the  pair- 
ings of  an  horse's  hoof;  at  the  sight  of  which 
the  governor  could  not  help  smiling,  on  ac- 
count of  the  grossness  of  the  imposition. 
The  doctor  asked,  with  a  supercilious  smile, 
whether  those  maniacs,  whom  Jesus  cured, 
were  of  the  sorrel  complexion,  or  dapple 
grey:  for,  from  the  texture  of  these  parings, 
he  could  prove,  that  the  original  owners  were 
of  the  quadruped  order,  and  even  distinguish 
that  their  feet  had  been  fortified  with  shoes 
of  iron. 

Tho  mendicant,  who  bore  an  inveterate 
^udge  against  this  son  of  yEsculapius,  ever 
since  lie  had  n;ade  so  free  with  the  catholic 
religion,  replie.l,  with  great  bitterness,  that 
he  was  a  wretch,  with  whom  no  christian 
ought  to  communicate;  that  the  vengeance 
of  f  leaven  would  one  day  overtake  him,  on 
account  of  his  profanity  ;  and  that  his  heart 
was  shod  with  a  metal  much  harder  than 
iron,  which  nothing  but  hell-fire  would  be 
iblr  to  melt. 

It  was  now  broad  day,  and  all  the  servants 
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of  the  inn  were  a-foot.  Peregrine,  seeing 
it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain  any  sort  of 
indemnification  for  the  lime  he  had  lost, 
and  tiie  perturbation  of  his  spirits  hindering 
him  from  enjoying  repose,  whicii  was,  more- 
over, obstructed  by  the  noise  of  Pallet  and 
his  attendants,  put  on  his  clothes  at  once, 
and,  in  exceeding  ill  humour,  arrived  at  tho 
spot  where  this  triumvirate  stood  dcoatinjj 
about  the  means  of  overpowering  the  furioua 
painter,  who  still  continued  his  song  of  oaths 
and  execrations,  and  made  sundry  efTorta  to 
break  open  tho  door.  Chagrined  as  our 
hero  was,  he  could  not  help  laughing  when 
he  heard  how  the  ])atient  had  been  treated  ; 
and  his  indignation  changing  into  compas- 
sion, he  called  to  him  through  the  key. hole, 
desiring  to  know  the  reason  of  his  distracted 
behaviour.  Pallet  no  sooner  recognised  his 
voice,  than  lowering  h  s  own  to  a  whimper- 
ing tone, — "  My  dear  friend,"  said  he,  "  I 
liavc  at  last  detected  the  ruffians  who  have 
persecuted  me  so  much.  I  caught  them  in 
the  fact  of  suffocating  me  with  cold  water  ; 
and  by  the  Lord  I  will  be  revenged,  or  may  I 
never  live  to  finish  my  Cleopatra.  For  the 
love  of  God,  open  the  door,  and  I  will  make 
that  conceited  pagan,  that  pretender  to  taste, 
that  false  devotee  of  the  ancients,  who  poi- 
sons people  with  sillykickabies  and  devil's 
dung  ;  I  say,  I  will  make  him  a  monument 
of  my  wrath,  and  an  example  to  all  the 
cheats  and  impostors  of  the  faculty  :  and  as 
for  tliat  thick-headed  insolent  pedant,  his 
confederate,  who  emptied  my  own  Jordan 
upon  me  while  I  slept,  he  had  better  been 
in  his  beloved  Paris,  hatching  schemes  for 
his  friend  the  pretender,  than  incur  the  ef- 
fects of  my  resentment ;  gadsbodikins  !  I 
won't  leave  him  a  windpipe  for  the  hang- 
man to  stop  at  the  end  of  another  rebellion." 

Pickle  told  him  that  his  conduct  had  been 
so  extravagant,  as  to  confirm  the  whole  com- 
pany in  the  belief  that  he  was  actually  de- 
prived of  his  senses  ;  on  which  supposition 
Mr  .loiter  and  the  doctor  had  acted  the  part 
of  friends,  in  doing  that  which  they  thought 
most  conducive  to  his  recovery ;  so  that 
their  concern  merited  his  thankful  acknow- 
ledgment, instead  of  his  frantic  menaces ; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  lie  would  be  the  first 
to  condemn  him,  as  one  utterly  bereft  of  his 
wits,  and  give  orders  for  his  being  secured 
as  a  madman,  unless  he  would  immediately 
give  a  proof  of  his  sanity,  by  laying  aside  his 
sword,  composing  his  spirits,  and  thanking 
lis  injured  friends  for  their  care  of  his  person. 

This  alternative  quieted  his  transports  in 
a  moment  ;  he  was  terrified  at  the  appnihim- 
sion  of  being  treated  lilce  a  bedlamAe,  beino 
dubious  of  the  state  of  his  own  brain  ;  and. 
on  the  other  hand,  had  conceived  surii  a  hor- 
ror and  antipathy  fi)r  his  fornientors,  that^ 
far  from  believing  himself  obliged  by  what 
they  had  done,  lie  could  not  even  think  of 
them  without  the  utmost  rage  and  flptpst« 
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tion.  He,  therefore,  in  tlie  most  tranquil 
voice  he  could  assume,  protested,  that  he 
never  was  less  out  of  his  senses  than  at  pre- 
sent, though  he  did  not  know  how  long  he 
might  retain  tliem,  if  he  should  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  a  lunatic  ;  that,  in  order  to 
prove  his  being  compos  inentis,  he  was  will- 
ing to  sacrifice  the  resentment  he  so  justly 
liarboured  against  those  who,  by  their  malice, 
liad  brought  him  to  this  pass  ;  but,  as  lie  ap- 
prehended it  would  be  the  greatest  sign  of 
madness  he  could  exhibit,  to  tiiank  them  f:>r 
the  mischiefs  they  had  brought  upon  him,  he 
desired  to  be  excused  from  making  any  such 
concession :  and  swore  he  would  endure 
every  thing,  rather  than  be  guilty  of  such 
mean  absurdity. 

Peregrine  held  a  consultation  upon  this 
reply,  v.hen  the  governor  and  physician  stre- 
nuously argued  against  any  capitulation  with 
a  maniac,  and  proposed  that  some  method 
might  be  taken  to  seize,  fetter,  and  convey 
him  into  a  dark  room,  where  he  might  be 
treated  according  to  the  rules  of  art.  But 
the  capuchin,  understanding  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case,  undertook  to  restore  him  to 
iiis  former  state,  without  having  recourse  to 
any  such  violent  measures.  Pickle,  who 
was  a  better  judge  of  the  affair  than  any  per- 
son present,  opened  the  door  without  further 
ii.esitation,  and  displayed  tlie  poor  painter 
fitandinw  with  a  woful  countenance,  shivering 
in  his  shirt,  wliich  was  as  wet  as  if  ho  had  been 
dragged  through  the  Dender  :  a  spectacle 
which  gave  such  offence  to  the  chaste  eyes 
of  the  Hebrew's  mistress,  who  was  by  this 
time  one  of  the  spectators,  that  she  turned 
her  head  another  way,  and  withdrew  to  her 
own  room,  exclaiming  against  the  indecent 
practices  of  men. 

Pallet,  seeing  the  young  gentleman  enter, 
ran  to  him,  and,  shaking  him  by  the  hand, 
called  him  his  best  friend,  and  said  he  had 
rescued  him  from  those  who  liad  a  design 
against  Jiis  life.  Tlie  priest  would  have  pro- 
duced his  parings,  and  applied  them  to  his 
nose,  but  was  hindered  by  Pickle,  who  advis- 
ed the  patient  to  shift  himself,  and  put  on 
his  clothes.  This  being  done  with  great  or- 
der and  deliberation,  Mr  Jolter,  who,  with 
the  doctor,  liad  kept  a  warj'  distance,  in  ex- 
pectation of  seeing  some  strange  effects  of 
his  distraction,  began  to  believe  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  a  mistake,  and  accused  tlie 
pliysician  of  havnig  misled  him  by  his  false 
diagnostic.  Tlie  doctor  still  insisted  upon 
his  former  declaration,  assuring  him,  that 
altliough  Pallet  enjoyed  a  short  interval  for 
the  present,  the  delirium  would  soon  recur, 
unless  they  would  profit  by  this  momentary 
f-alm,  and  ordered  him  to  be  blooded,  blis- 
tered, and  purged,  with  all  imaginable  dis- 
patch. 

Tlie  governor,  however,  notwithstanding 
this  caution,  advanced  to  the  injured  party, 
»nd  begged  pardon  for  the  share  he  had  in 


giving  him  such  disturbance.  He  declared, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  he  had  nc 
other  intention  than  that  of  contributing  to. 
wards  his  welfare,  and  that  his  behavioui 
was  the  result  of  the  physician's  prescrip- 
tion, which  he  affirmed  was  absolutely  ncces- 
sary  for  the  recovery  of  tiis  health. 

The  painter,  who  had  very  little  gall  in 
liis  disposition,  was  satisfied  with  this  apohv. 
gy  ;  but  his  resentment,  which  was  before 
divided,  nov/  glowed  with  double  lire  p^ainst 
his  first  fellov.'-traveller,  whom  lie  looked 
upon  as  the  author  of  all  the  mischances  he 
had  undergone,  and  marked  out  for  his  ven- 
geance accordingly.  Yet  the  doors  of  recon- 
ciliation were  not  shut  against  the  doctor, 
who,  with  great  justice,  might  have  trans- 
ferred this  load  of  offence  from  liimsclf  to 
Peregrine,  who  was,  without  doubt,  the 
source  of  the  painter's  misfortune  :  but,  in 
that  case,  he  must  have  owned  himself  mis- 
taken in  his  medical  capacity  ;  and  he  did 
not  think  the  friendship  of  Pallet  important 
enough  to  be  retrieved  by  such  condescen- 
sion ;  so  that  he  resolved  to  neglect  him 
entirely,  and  gradually  forget  the  former 
correspondence  he  had  maintained  with  a 
person  whom  he  deemed  so  unworthy  of  his 
notice. 


CHAPTER  LVni. 

Peregrine,  almost  distracted  with  his  dis' 
appointme7its.  conjures  the  fair  Vleming 
to  permit  his  visits  at  Brussels — she 
withdraws  from  his  pxirsuit. 

Things  being  thus  adjusted,  and  all  the 
company  dressed,  they  went  to  breakfast 
about  five  in  the  morning  ;  and  in  less  than 
an  hour  after  were  seated  in  the  diligence, 
where  a  profound  silence  prevailed.  Pere- 
grine, who  used  to  be  the  life  of  the  society, 
was  extremely  pensive  and  melancholy  on 
account  of  !iis  mishap;  the  Israelite  and  iiis 
Dulcinea  dejected,  in  consequence  of  their 
disgrace  ;  the  poet  absorpt  in  lofty  medita- 
tion, the  painter  in  schemes  of  revenge, 
while  Jolter,  rocked  by  the  motion  of  the  car- 
riage, made  himself  amends  for  the  want  Oj 
rest  he  had  sustained ;  and  the  mendicant, 
with  his  fair  charge,  were  infected  by  tlie 
cloudy  aspect  of  our  youth,  in  whose  disap- 
pointment each  of  them,  for  different  reasons, 
bore  no  inconsiderable  share.  This  general 
languor  and  recess  from  all  bodily  exercise 
disposed  them  all  to  receive  tlic  gentle  yoke 
of  slumber;  and,  in  half  an  hour  after  they 
had  embarked,  there  was  not  one  of  them 
awake,  except  our  hero  and  his  mistress, 
unless  the  capuchin  was  pleased  to  counter- 
feit sleep,  in  order  to  indulge  our  young  gen- 
tleman with  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  some 
private  conversation  with  his  beauteous 
ward. 
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Peregrine  dkl  not  neglect  the  occasion  ; 
out,  on  the  contran.',  seized  the  first  minute, 
^nd,  in  gentle  murmur;!,  lamented  his  liard 
hap  in  being  ihus  tlie  sport  of  tiirtune.  He 
assured  lier  (and  that  witli  great  sincerity), 
'.hat  all  the  cross  accidents  ofhis  life  had  not 
cost  him  one  half  of  the  vexation  and  keen- 
ness of  chagrin  which  he  had  suffered  last 
Might ;  and  that,  now  he  was  on  the  brink  of 
parting  from  hor,  he  should  be  owrwhelmed 
with  the  blackest  despair,  if  she  would  not 
extend  her  compassion  so  far  as  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  sighing  at  her  feet  in 
Brussels,  during  the  few  days  his  affairs 
would  permit  liim  to  s[>cnd  in  that  city. 

This  young  lady,  with  an  air  of  mortifica- 
tion, expressed  her  sorrow  for  being  the  in- 
nocent cause  of  his  anxiety  ;  said,  she  hoped 
last  night's  adventure  would  be  a  salutary 
warning  to  both  their  souls,  for  she  was  per- 
suaded tiiat  her  virtue  was  protected  by  the 
■ntervention  of  Hoaven;  that,  whatever  im- 
pression it  might  have  made  upon  him,  she 
was  enabled  by  it  to  adhere  to  that  duty  from 
which  her  passion  had  begun  to  swerve  ;  and, 
beseeching  him  to  forget  her  for  his  own 
peace,  gave  him  to  understand,  that  neither 
the  plan  she  had  laid  down  for  lierown  con- 
duct, nor  the  dictates  of  her  honour,  would 
allow  her  to  receive  his  visits,  or  carry  on 
any  other  correspondence  with  him,  while 
she  was  restricted  by  the  articles  of  her  mar- 
riage vow. 

This  explanation  produced  such  a  violent 
effect  upon  her  admirer,  tiiat  lie  was  for  some 
minutes  deprived  of  the  faculty  of  speech  ; 
which  he  no  sooner  recovered,  than  he  gave 
vent  to  the  most  unbridled  transports  of  pas- 
sion. He  taxed  her  with  barbarity  and  in- 
difference :  told  her,  that  she  had  robbed  him 
of  his  reason  and  internal  peace  ;  that  he 
would  follow  her  to  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
and  cease  to  live  sooner  than  cease  to  love 
her;  that  he  would  sacrifice  the  innocent  fool 
who  had  been  the  occasion  of  all  this  disquiet, 
and  murder  every  man  whom  he  considered 
Bs  an  obstruction  to  his  views.  In  a  word, 
his  passions,  which  liad  continued  so  long  in 
a  state  of  the  liighcst  fermentation,  together 
with  the  want  of  that  repose  whicli  calms  and 
quiets  tiie  perturbation  of  the  spirits,  had 
wrought  him  up  to  a  pitch  of  real  distraction. 
While  he  uttered  those  delirious  expressions, 
the  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks  ;  and  he  under- 
went such  agitation  that  the  tender  heart  of 
the  fair  Fleming  was  affected  with  his  con- 
dition; and,  while  her  own  face  was  bedew- 
ed with  the  streams  of  sympathy,  she  begged 
him,  for  Heaven's  sake,  to  be  composed  ; 
and  promised,  for  his  satisfaction,  to  abate 
somewhat  of  the  rigour  of  her  purpose.  Con- 
soled by  this  kind  declaration,  he  recollected 
himself;  and,  taking  out  his  pencil,  gave  her 
his  address,  when  she  had  assured  him  that 
he  should  hear  from  her  in  four-and-twenty 
ftours  at  farthest  atler  their  separation. 


Thus  soothed,  lie  regained  the  empire  of 
himself,  and,  by  degrees,  recovered  his  so- 
reiiity.  But  tliis  was  not  the  case  with  his 
Amanda,  who,  tVom  this  sample  of  his  dis- 
position, dreaded  the  impetuosity  ofhisyouth, 
and  was  efiectually  deterred  from  entering 
into  any  engagements  that  might  subject  her 
peace  and  reputation  to  the  rash  ett'ects  of 
such  a  violent  spirit.  Thougji  she  was  caj*- 
tivated  by  his  person  and  uccom|)lishments, 
she  had  reflection  enough  to  foresee,  that  the 
longer  she  countenanced  his  passion,  her  own 
heart  would  be  more  and  more  irretrievably 
engaged,  and  tlic  quiet  of  her  life  the  more 
exposed  to  continual  interruption.  She  there- 
fore profited  by  these  considerations,  and  a 
sense  of  religious  honour,  which  lielpod  iicr 
to  withstand  the  suggestions  of  inclination, 
and  resolved  to  amuse  her  lover  with  false 
hopes,  until  she  should  have  it  in  her  power 
to  relinquish  his  conversation,  without  run- 
ning any  risk  of  suft'ering  by  the  inconsider- 
ate sallies  of  his  love.  It  was  with  this  view 
that  she  desired  he  would  not  insist  upon  at- 
tending her  to  her  mother's  house,  when  the 
diligence  arrived  at  Brussels  ;  and  he,  cajoled 
by  her  artifice,  took  a  formal  leave  of  her, 
together  with  the  other  strangers,  fixing  his 
habitation  at  the  inn  to  which  he  and  his  fel- 
low-travellers had  been  directed,  in  the  im- 
patient expectation  of  receiving  a  kind  sum- 
mons from  her  within  tiie  limited  time. 

Meanwhile,  in  order  to  divert  his  imngi- 
nation,  he  went  to  see  the  stadthouse,  park, 
and  arsenal,  took  a  superficial  view  of  the 
bookseller's  cabinet  of  curiosities,  and  spent 
the  evening  at  the  Italian  opera,  which  was 
at  that  time  exhibited  for  the  entertainment 
of  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  then  governor 
of  the  Low  Countries.  In  short,  the  stated 
period  was  almost  elapsed,  when  Peregrine 
received  a  letter  to  this  purpose  : 

"  Sir  : — If  you  knew  what  violence  I  do  my 
own  heart,  in  declaring  tliat  I  have  with- 
drawn myself  forever  from  your  addresses, 
you  would  surely  applaud  the  sacrifice  I  make 
to  virtue,  and  strive  to  imitate  this  example 
of  self-denial.  Yes,  Sir,  Heaven  hath  lent 
me  grace  to  stniggle  with  iny  guilty  passion, 
and  henceforth  to  avoid  the  dangerous  sight 
of  him  who  inspired  it.  I  therefore  conjure 
you,  by  the  regard  you  ought  to  have  for  the 
eternal  welfare  of  us  both,  as  well  as  by  the 
esteem  and  affection  you  profess,  to  war 
with  your  unruly  inclination,  and  desist  from 
all  attempts  of  frustrating  the  laudable  reso- 
lution I  have  made.  Seek  not  to  invade  the 
peace  of  one  who  loves  you,  to  disturb  the 
quiet  of  a  family  that  never  did  you  wrong, 
and  to  alienate  the  thoughts  of  a  weak  woman 
from  a  deserving  man,  who,  by  the  most  sa- 
cred claim,  ought  to  have  the  full  possession 
of  her  heart." 

This  billet,  without  either  date  or  subscrip- 
tion, banished  all  remains  of  discretion  from 
the  mind  of  our  hero,  who  ran  mstantlv  to 
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the  landlord,  in  all  the  ecstasy  of  madness, 
and  demanded  to  see  the  messenger  who 
brought  the  letter,  on  pain  of  putting  his 
whole  family  to  t?;e  sword.  The  innkeeper, 
terrified  by  his  looks  and  menaces,  fell  upon 
liis  knees,  prot'>3ting  in  the  face  of  heaven, 
tnat  he  waa  utterly  ignorant  and  innocent  of 
any  thing  that  could  give  him  offence,  and 
tliat  the  billet  was  brought  by  a  person  whom 
he  did  not  know,  and  who  retired  immedi- 
ately, saying  it  required  no  answer.  He 
then  give  utterance  to  his  fury  in  a  thousand 
imprec  ations  and  invectives  against  the  wri- 
ter, whom  he  dishonoured  with  the  appella- 
tions of  a  coquette,  a  jilt,  an  adventurer,  who, 
by  me.-.nn  of  a  pimping  priest,  had  defrauded 
him  of  his  money.  He  denounced  vengeance 
ag•ains^  the  mendicant,  whom  he  swore  he 
would  destroy,  if  ever  he  set  eyes  on  him 
Again.  The  painter,  unluckily  appearing 
during  this  paroxysm  of  rage,  he  seized  him 
by  the  throat,  saying,  he  was  ruined  by  his 
accuri*ed  folly;  and,  in  all  likelihood,  poor 
Pallet  would  have  been  strangled,  had  not 
Joltor  interposed  in  his  behalf,  beseeching 
liis  puj)il  to  have  mercy  upon  the  sufferer, 
an-],  with  infinite  anxiety,  desiring  to  know 
ll'.';  cause  of  this  violent  assault.  He  receiv- 
e'l  no  answer  but  a  string  of  incoherent 
curses.  When  the  painter,  with  unspeak- 
able astonishment,  took  God  to  witness  that 
he  had  done  nothing  to  disoblige  him,  the  go- 
vernor began  to  think,  in  sad  earnest,  that 
Peregrine's  vivacity  had  at  length  risen  to 
the  transports  of  actual  madness,  and  was 
himself  almost  distracted  with  this  supposi- 
tion. That  he  might  the  better  judge  what 
remedy  ought  to  be  applied,  he  used  his  whole 
influence,  and  practised  all  his  eloquence  upon 
the  youth,  in  order  to  learn  the  immediate 
cause  of  his  delirium.  He  employed  the  most 
pathetic  entreaties,  and  even  slied  tears  in 
the  course  of  his  supplication ;  so  that  Pic- 
kle (the  first  violence  of  the  hurricane  being 
blown  over)  was  ashamed  of  his  own  impru- 
dence, and  retired  to  his  chamber,  in  order 
to  re-collect  his  dissipated  thoughts.  There 
he  shut  himself  up,  and,  for  the  second  time 
perusing  the  fatal  epistle,  began  to  waver  in 
his  opinion  of  the  author's  character  and  in- 
tention. He  sometimes  considered  her  as 
one  of  those  nymphs  who,  under  the  mask  of 
innocence  and  simplicity,  practise  upon  the 
hearts  and  purses  of  unwaiy  and  unexperi- 
enced youths.  This  was  the  suggestion  of 
his  wrath,  inflamed  by  disappointment ;  but 
when  he  reflected  upon  the  circumstances  of 
her  behaviour,  and  recalled  her  particular 
rhanns  to  his  imagination,  the  severity  of 
iiis  censure  gave  way,  and  his  heart  declared 
in  favour  of  her  sincerity.  Yet  even  this 
consideration  aggravated  the  sense  of  his 
!oss,  and  be  was  in  danger  of  relapsing  into 
his  former  distraction,  when  his  passion  was 
a  little  becalmed  by  the  hope  of  seeing  her 
again,  either  by  accident,  or  in  the  course  of 


a  diligent  and  minute  inquir}',  which  he  forth- 
with resolved  to  set  on  foot.  He  had  reason  to 
believe  that  her  own  heart  would  espouse  hia 
cause,  in  spite  of  her  virtue's  determination, 
and  did  not  despair  of  meeting  with  the  capu- 
chin, whose  good  offices  he  knew  he  could 
at  any  time  command.  Comforted  with  these 
reflections,  the  tempest  of  his  soul  subsided. 
In  less  than  two  hours  he  joined  his  company, 
with  an  air  of  composure,  and  asked  the 
painter's  forgiveness  for  the  freedom  he  had 
taken — the  cause  of  which  he  promised  here- 
afler  to  explain.  Pallet  was  glad  of  being  re- 
conciled on  any  terms  to  one  whose  counte- 
nance supported  hi  in  in  equilibrio  with  his 
antagonist  the  doctor ;  and  iVIr  Jolter  was  re- 
joiced beyond  measure  at  his  pupil's  recoverv. 


CHAPTER  LIX. 

Peregrine  meets  with  Mrs  Horiiheck,  and 
is  consoled  for  his  loss — his  valet  de 
chambre  is  embroiled  with  her  duenna, 
whom,  however,  he  finds  means  to  ap- 
pease. 

Every  thing  having  thus  resumed  its  natu- 
ral channel,  they  dined  together  in  great 
tranquillity.  In  the  afternoon,  Peregrine, 
on  pretence  of  staying  at  home  to  write  let- 
ters, while  his  companions  were  at  the  cofTee- 
house,  ordered  a  coach  to  be  called,  and, 
with  his  valet  de  chambre,  who  was  the  ortiy 
person  acquainted  with  the  present  state  of 
his  thoughts,  set  out  for  the  promenade,  to 
whicli  all  the  ladies  of  fashion  resort  in  the 
evening  during  the  summer  season,  in  hopes 
of  seeing  his  fugitive  among  the  rest. 

Having  made  a  circuit  round  the  walk, 
and  narrowly  observed  every  female  in  the 
place,  he  perceived  at  some  distance  the 
livery  of  Hornbeck  upon  a  lacquey  that  stood 
at  the  back  of  a  coach ;  upon  which  he  or- 
dered his  man  to  reconnoitre  the  said  car- 
riage, while  he  pulled  up  his  glasses,  that  he 
might  not  be  discovered,  before  he  should 
have  received  some  intelligence,  by  wliich 
he  might  conduct  himself  on  this  unexpected 
occasion,  that  already  began  to  interfere  with 
the  purpose  of  his  coming  thither,  though  it 
could  not  dispute  his  attention  with  the  idea 
of  his  charming  unknown. 

His  Mercury  having  made  his  observa- 
tions, reported,  that  there  was  nobody  in  the 
coach  but  JNIrs  Hornbeck  and  an  elderly 
woman,  who  had  all  the  air  of  a  duenna,  and 
that  the  servant  was  not  the  same  footman 
that  had  attended  them  in  France.  En- 
couraged by  this  information,  our  hero  order- 
ed himself  to  bp  driven  close  up  to  that  side 
of  their  convenience  on  which  his  old  mis- 
tress sat ;  and  accosted  her  with  the  usual 
salutation.  This  lady  no  sooner  beheld  her 
gallant,  than  her  cl)ceks  reddened  with  p 
double   glow  ;    a'.ul  she  exclaimed. — "  Dea 
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brother,  I  am  ov'erjoyetl  to  see  you ;  pray 
come  into  our  coacli."  He  took  the  hint 
immediately,  and,  complyinnf  vvitli  her  re- 
quest, embraced  lliia  new  sister  willi  great 
ati'ection. 

I'erceivincr  that  her  attendant  was  very 
mucli  suri)rii;ed  and  alarnied  at  tins  niiexpect- 
cd  meetinif,  she,  in  order  to  banish  iier  sus- 
picion, and  at  tiio  same  tin\e  give  her  h)ver 
his  cue,  tohl  iiini,  tiiat  liis  brotiier  (meaning 
her  husband)  was  gone  to  the  Spa  I'or  a  few 
weeks,  by  the  advice  of  pliysicians,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill  state  of  health ;  and  that, 
from  his  last  letter,  she  had  the  pleasure  to 
tell  hun,  he  was  in  a  fair  way  of  doing  well. 
The  young  gentleman  expressed  his  satis- 
faction at  this  piece  of  news;  observing, 
with  an  air  of  fraternal  concern,  that  if  his 
brother  had  not  made  too  free  with  his  con- 
etitution,  his  friends  in  England  would  have 
had  no  occasion  to  repine  at  his  absence  and 
want  of  health,  by  which  he  was  banished 
from  his  own  country  and  connexions.  lie 
then  asked  (with  an  affectation  of  surprise), 
why  she  had  not  accompanied  her  spouse  ; 
and  was  given  to  understand,  that  his  tender- 
ness of  aliection  would  not  suffer  him  to  ex- 
pose her  to  the  fatigues  of  the  journey,  which 
lay  among  rocks  that  were  almost  inacces- 
sible. 

The  duenna's,  doubts  being  eased  by  this 
preamble  of  conversation,  ho  changed  the 
subject  to  the  pleasures  of  the  place,  and, 
among  other  such  questions,  inquired  if  she 
had  as  yet  visited  Versailles.  This  is  a 
public-house,  situated  upon  tl)e  canal,  at  the 
distance  of  about  two  miles  from  town,  ac- 
commodated with  tolerable  gardens  for  the 
entertainment  of  company.  When  she  re- 
plied in  the  negative,  he  proposed  to  accom- 
])any  her  thither  immediately;  but  the  gover- 
nante,  who  had  hitherto  sat  silent,  objected 
to  this  proposal,  telling  them,  in  broken 
English,  that  as  the  lady  was  under  her  care, 
she  could  not  answer  to  Mr  Ilornbeck  for 
allowing  her  to  go  and  visit  such  a  suspicious 
place.  "As  for  that  matter,  jnadam."  said 
the  confident  gallant,  "give  yourself  no 
trouble ;  the  consequences  shall  be  at  my 
perd,  and  I  will  undertake  to  insure  you 
against  my  brother's  resentment."  So  saying, 
he  directed  the  coachman  to  tiic  place,  and 
ordered  his  own  to  follow,  under  the  auspices 
of  his  valet  do  chambre,  while  the  old  gentle- 
woman, overrided  by  his  assurance,  quietly 
submitted  to  his  authority. 

Being  arrived  at  the  place,  he  handed  the 
ladies  from  the  coach,  and  then,  for  the  first 
time,  observed  that  the  duenna  was  lame ;  a 
circumstance  of  which  lie  did  not  scruple  to 
take  the  advantage ;  for  they  had  scarce 
alighted,  and  drank  a  glass  of  wine,  when  he 
advised  liis  sister  to  enjoy  a  walk  in  the 
pirden  ;  and  although  the  attendant  made 
ghift  to  keep  them  almost  always  in  view, 
Ihey    enjoyed    a    detached   conversation,   in 


which  Peregrine  learned,  that  the  true  causo 
of  her  being  left  behind  at  Brussels,  whilo 
her  husband  proceeded  to  Spa,  was  the  dread 
of  the  conijiany  and  familiarities  of  that 
place,  to  wiiicli  his  jealousy  durst  not  e.xpose 
her  ;  and  that  she  luid  lived  three  weeks  in  a 
convent  at  Lisle,  from  which  she  was  deliver- 
ed  by  his  own  free  motion,  because,  indeed, 
he  could  no  longer  exist  without  hercoui- 
pany;  and,  lastly,  our  lover  understood,  that 
her  governantc  was  a  mere  dragon,  who  had 
been  recommended  to  him  by  a  Spanish 
merchant,  whose  wife  she  attended  to  her 
dying  day :  but  she  very  much  questioned 
whether  or  not  her  fidelity  was  proof  enough 
against  money  and  strong  waters.  PeregriiK! 
assured  her  the  experiment  sliould  be  tried 
before  parting;  and  they  agreed  to  pass  the 
night  at  Versailles,  provided  his  endeavours 
should  succeed. 

Having  exercised  themselves  in  this  man- 
ner, until  the  duenna's  spirits  were  pretty 
much  exhausted,  that  she  might  be  the  better 
disposed  to  recruit  them  with  a  glass  ot 
liquor,  they  returned  to  their  apartment,  and 
the  cordial  was  recommended  and  received 
in  a  bumper  ;  but  as  it  did  not  produce  such 
a  visible  alteration  as  the  sanguine  hopes  ol 
Pickle  had  made  him  expect,  and  the  old 
gentlewoman  observed  that  it  began  to  be 
late,  and  that  the  gates  would  be  shut  in  a 
little  time,  he  filled  up  a  parting  glass,  and 
pledged  her  in  equal  quantity.  Her  blood 
was  too  much  chilled  to  be  warmed  even  by 
this  extraordinary  dose,  which  made  imme- 
diate innovation  on  the  brain  of  our  youth, 
who,  in  the  gaiety  of  his  imagination,  over- 
whelmed this  she  Argus  with  such  profusion 
of  gallantry,  that  she  was  more  intoxicated 
with  his  expressions  than  with  the  spirits 
she  had  drank.  When,  in  the  course  of  toy- 
ing, he  dropped  a  purse  into  her  bosom,  she 
seemed  to  forget  how  the  night  wore,  and, 
with  the  approbation  of  her  cnarge,  assented 
to  his  proposal  of  having  something  for  sup- 
per. 

This  was  a  great  point  which  our  adven- 
turer had  gained  ;  and  yet  he  plainly  perceiv- 
ed that  the  governante  mistook  his  meaning, 
by  giving  herself  credit  fur  all  the  passion  he 
had  professed.  As  this  error  could  he  rec- 
tified bv  no  other  means  than  those  of  plying 
her  with  the  bottle,  until  her  distinguishing 
faculties  should  be  overpov.-ered,  he  promoted 
a  quick  circulation.  She  did  him  justice, 
without  any  manifest  signs  of  inebriation,  so 
long,  that  his  own  eyes  began  to  reel  in  the 
sockets  ;  and  he  found,  that,  befure  his 
scheme  could  be  accomplished,  he  should  be 
effectually  unfitted  for  all  the  purposes  of  love. 
He,  therefore,  had  recourse  to  Wis  valet  do 
chambre,  who  understood  the  hint  as  soon 
as  it  was  given,  and  readily  undertook  to  per 
form  the  part,  of  which  his  ninster  had  played 
the  prelude.  This  affair  being  settled  to 
his  satisfaction,  and  the  night  at  odds  with 
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morning',  he  took  an  opportunity  of  imparting' 
to  the  ear  of  this  aged  Dulcinea  a  kind 
whisper,  importing  a  promif-e  of  visiting  her, 
when  his  sister  should  be  rotireu  to  her  own 
chamber,  and  an  earnest  (Umire  of  leaving 
her  door  unlocked. 

This  agreeable  intimation  being  commu- 
nicated, he  conveyed  a  caution  of  the  same 
nature  to  Mrs  Hornbeck,  as  he  led  her  to 
her  apartment;  and  darkness  and  silence  no 
Hooner  prevailed  in  the  house,  than  he  and 
l>is  trusty  squire  set  out  on  their  different 
voyages.  Everj'  thing  would  have  succeeded 
iccording  to  their  wish,  had  not  the  valet  de 
;hambre  suffered  himself  to  fall  asleep  at  the 
•;ide  of  his  inamorata,  and,  in  the  agitation 
of  a  violent  dream,  exclaimed,  in  a  voice  so 
imlike  that  of  her  supposed  adorer,  that  she 
distinguished  the  difference  at  once.  Waking 
liim  with  a  pinch  and  a  loud  shriek,  she 
threatened  to  prosecute  him  for  a  rape,  and 
reviled  him  with  all  the  epithets  her  rage 
and  disappointment  could  suggest. 

The  Frenchman,  finding  himself  detected, 
behaved  with  great  temper  and  address  :  he 
begged  she  would  compose  herself,  on  ac- 
count of  her  own  reputation,  which  was 
extremely  dear  to  him  ;  protesting,  that  he 
had  a  most  inviolable  esteem  for  her  person. 
His  representations  had  weight  with  the 
duenna,  who,  upon  recollection,  comprehend- 
ed the  whole  affair,  and  thought  it  would  be 
her  interest  to  bring  matters  to  an  accom- 
modation. She,  therefore,  admitted  the  apo- 
logies cf  her  bedfellow,  provided  he  would 
promise  to  atone  by  marriage  for  the  injur}' 
she  had  sustained ;  and  in  this  particular,  he 
set  her  heart  at  case  by  repeated  vows, 
which  he  uttered  with  surprising  volubility, 
though  without  any  intention  to  perform 
the  least  tittle  of  their  contents. 

Peregrine,  who  had  been  alarmed  by  her 
exclamation,  and  run  over  to  the  door  with  a 
view  of  interposing,  according  to  the  emer- 
gency of  the  case,  hearing  the  affair  thus 
compromised,  returned  to  his  mistress,  who 
wa.s  highly  entertained  with  an  account  of 
what  had  passed,  foreseeing,  that,  for  the 
t'uture,  she  should  be  under  no  difficulty  or 
restriction  from  the  severity  of  her  gnsLvd. 


CHAPTER  LX. 

Hornbeck  is  informed  of  his  wife^s  adven- 
ture with  Peregrine,  for  ichom  he  pre- 
pares a  strataffem,  tchich  is  rendered  in- 
effectual by  the  information  of  Pipes — 
the  husband  ducked  for  his  intention,  and 
our  hero  apprehended  by  the  patrole. 

T'here  was  another  person,  however,  still 
■.innfained  ;  and  that  was  no  other  than  licr 
"ootman,  whose  secrecy  our  hero  attempted 
.o  secure  in  the  morning  by  a  handsome  pre- 
sent, which  he  received  with  many  profess- 


ions of  gratitude  and  devotion  to  his  ser- 
vice  :  yet  this  complaisance  was  nothing  but 
a  cloak  used  to  disguise  the  design  he 
harboured  of  making  his  master  acquainted 
with  the  whole  transaction.  Indeed  this 
lacquey  had  been  hired,  not  only  as  a  spy 
upon  his  mistress,  but  also  as  a  check  on  the 
conduct  of  the  governante,  with  promise  of 
ample  reward,  if  ever  he  should  discover  any 
sinister  or  suspicious  practices  in  the  course 
of  her  behaviour.  As  for  the  footman  whom 
they  had  brought  from  England,  he  was  re- 
tained in  attendance  upon  the  person  of  his 
master,  whose  confidence  he  had  lost,  by  ad- 
vising  him  to  gentle  methods  of  reclaiming 
his  lady,  when  her  irregularities  had  subject- 
ed her  to  his  wrath. 

The  Flemish  valet,  in  consequence  of  the 
office  he  had  undertaken,  wrote  to  Hornbeck 
by  the  first  post,  giving  an  exact  detail  of 
the  adventure  at  Versailles,  with  such  a  de- 
scription of  tlie  pretended  brother,  as  leflthe 
husband  no  room  to  think  he  could  be  any 
other  person  than  his  first  dishonourer,  and 
exasperated  him  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
resolved  to  lay  an  ambush  for  this  invader, 
and  at  once  disqualify  him  from  disturbing 
his  repose,  by  maintaining  further  corres- 
pondence with  his  wife. 

IMeanwhile,  the  lovers  enjoyed  themselves 
without  restraint ;  and  Peregrine's  plan  of 
inquiry  afler  his  dear  unknown  was  for  the 
present  postponed.  His  fellow-travellers 
were  confounded  at  his  mysterious  motions, 
which  filled  the  heart  of  Jolter  with  anxiety 
and  teiTor.  This  careful  conductor  was 
fraught  with  such  experience  of  his  pupil's 
disposition,  that  he  trembled  with  the  appre- 
hension of  some  sudden  accident,  and  lived 
in  continual  alann,  like  a  man  that  walks 
under  the  wall  of  a  nodding  tower.  Nor  did 
he  enjoy  any  alleviation  of  his  fears,  when, 
upon  telling  the  young  gentleman,  that  the 
rest  of  the  company  were  desirous  of  de- 
parting for  Antwerp,  he  answered,  that  they 
were  at  liberty  to  consult  their  own  incli- 
nations ;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  resolv- 
ed to  stJ-.y  in  Brussels  a  few  days  longer. 
By  this  declaration  the  governor  was  con- 
firmed in  the  opinion  of  his  having  some  in- 
trigue upon  the  anvil.  In  the  bitterness  of 
his  vexation,  he  took  the  liberty  of  signifying 
his  suspicion,  and  reminding  him  of  the  dan- 
gerous dilemmas  to  which  he  had  been  re- 
duced by  his  former  precipitation. 

Peregrine  took  his  caution  in  ^od  part, 
and  promised  to  behave  with  such  circum- 
spection as  would  screen  him  from  any 
troublesome  consequences  for  the  future: 
but  nevertheless,  behaved  that  same  evening 
in  such  a  manner,  as  plainly  showed  that 
his  prudence  was  nothing  else  than  vain  spe- 
culation. He  had  made  an  appointment  to 
spend  the  night,  as  usual,  with  Mrs  Horn- 
beck;  and,  about  nine  o'clock,  hastened  txi 
her  lodgings,  when  he  was  accosted  in  tlif 


ADVENTURES  OF  PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


l.Sf 


itreet  by  his  oid  discarded  friend  Thomas 
Pipes,  who,  without  any  other  preanibh^  told 
liiiii,  that,  lb r  all  he  had  turned  him  adrit^,  he 
did  not  cliuse  to  see  liim  run  full  sail  into  his 
enemy's  harbour,  without  jrivinj^  him  timely 
notice  of  the  danger.  "  I'll  tell  you  what," 
suid  he,  "mayhap  you  think  I  want  to  curry 
favour,  that  I  may  be  taken  in  tow  again  ;  if 
you  do,  you  have  made  a  mistake  in  your 
reckoning.  I  am  old  enough  to  be  laid  up, 
and  have  wiierewithal  to  keep  my  planks 
from  the  weather.  But  this  here  is  the  atfuir; 
I  have  known  you  since  you  were  no  higher 
tlian  a  marlinspike,  and  sliould'nt  care  to  see 
you  deprived  of  your  rigging  at  these  years  ; 
whereby,  I  am  informed  by  Hornbeck's  man, 
whom  1  this  atlernoon  tell  in  with  by  chance, 
as  how  his  master  lias  got  intelligence  of 
yourboardingliis  wife,  and  has  steered  private- 
ly into  this  port,  with  a  large  complement 
of  hands,  in  order,  d'ye  see,  to  secure  you 
while  you  are  under  the  hatches.  Now,  if 
60  be  as  how  you  have  a  mind  to  give  him  a 
salt  eel  for  his  supper,  here  am  I,  without 
hope  of  fee  or  reward,  ready  to  stand  by  you 
as  long  as  my  timbers  will  stick  together;  and 
if  I  e.xpect  any  recompense,  may  I  be  bound 
to  eat  oakum  and  drink  bilgewater  for  life." 

Startled  at  this  information,  Peregrine  ex- 
amined him  upon  the  particulars  of  his  dis- 
course with  the  lacquey  ;  and  when  he  under- 
stood that  Hornbeck's  intelligence  flowed 
from  the  canal  of  his  Flemish  footman,  he  be- 
lieved every  circumstance  of  Tom's  report, 
thanked  him  for  this  warning,  and,  after  hav- 
ing reprimanded  him  for  his  misbehaviour  at 
Lisle,  assured  him  that  it  should  be  his  own 
faidt  if  ever  they  should  part  again.  He  then 
deliberated  with  himself  whether  or  not  he 
should  retort  the  purpose  upon  his  adversary ; 
but  when  he  considered  that  Hornbeck  was 
not  the  aggressor,  and  made  that  unhappy 
husband's  case  his  own,  he  could  not  help 
acquitting  his  intention  of  revenge,  though, 
in  his  opinion,  it  ought  to  have  been  execut- 
ed in  a  more  honourable  manner ;  and  there- 
fore he  determined  to  chastise  him  fur  his 
want  of  spirit.  Nothing,  surely,  can  be  more 
ipsolfnt  and  unjust  than  this  determination, 
which  induced  him  to  punish  a  person  for  his 
waot  of  courage  to  redress  the  injury  which 
he  himself  had  done  to  his  reputation  and 
pe»ce ;  and  yet  this  barbarity  of  decision  is 
au'Jiorised  by  the  opinion  and  practice  of 
mankind. 

With  these  sentiments,  he  returned  to  the 
inn,  and,  putting  a  pair  of  pistols  in  his  pock- 
Pt,  ordered  his  valet  de  chambre  and  Pipes 
to  fellow  him  at  a  small  distance,  so  as  that 
Uiey  should  be  within  call  in  case  of  necessi- 
ty, and  then  posted  himself  within  thirty 
yards  uf  his  Dulcinea's  door.  There  he  had 
not  been  above  half  an  hour,  wJien  he  por- 
seived  four  men  take  their  station  on  the 
utjter  side,  with  a  view,  as  he  guessed,  to 
vatch  for  liis  going  in,  that  he  might  he  taken 


unaware.  But  when  they  had  tarried  a  con 
siderable  time  in  that  corner,  without  reap- 
ing the  Irnits  of  their  exjicctation,  their  h.'ad. 
cr,  persuaded  tliut  the  gallant  had  gained  ad- 
mittance by  some  secret  means,  aj)proac!icd 
the  door  with  his  followers,  who,  according 
to  the  instructions  tliey  had  received,  no 
sooner  saw  it  open  than  they  rushed  in,  leav- 
ing their  employer  in  the  street,  where  he 
thought  his  person  would  be  least  endanger- 
ed. C)ur  adventurer,  seeinghim  all  alone,  R.d- 
vanced  with  speed,  and,  clapping  a  pibto!  to 
his  breast,  conunanded  him  to  follow  his  foot- 
steps, without  noise,  on  pain  of  immediate 
death. 

Terrified  at  this  sudden  apparition,  Horn- 
beck  obeyed  in  silence  ;  and,  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, they  arrived  at  the  quay,  where  Pickle, 
halting,  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  was 
no  stranger  to  his  villanous  design — told  him, 
that  if  he  conceived  himself  injured  by  any 
circumstance  of  his  conduct,  he  would  now 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  resenting  the 
wrong,  in  a  manner  becoming  a  man  of  hon- 
our. "  Vou  have  a  sword  about  you,"  said 
he,  "or,  if  you  don't  chuse  to  put  the  affair 
on  that  issue,  here  is  a  brace  of  pistols,  take 
which  you  please."  Such  an  address  could 
not  fail  to  disconcert  a  man  of  his  character. 
After  some  hesitation,  he,  in  a  faultering  ac- 
cent, denied  that  his  design  was  to  mutilate 
Mr  Pickle,  but  that  he  thought  himself  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  of  the  law,  by  which  he 
would  have  obtained  a  divorce,  if  he  could 
have  procured  evidence  of  his  wife's  infidel- 
ity ;  and,  with  that  view,  he  had  employed 
people  to  take  advantage  of  the  information 
he  had  received.  With  regard  to  this  alter- 
native, he  declined  it  entirely,  because  he 
could  not  see  what  satisfaction  he  should  en- 
joy, in  being  shot  through  the  head,  or  run 
through  the  lungs,  by  a  person  who  had  al- 
ready wronged  him  in  an  irreparable  man- 
ner. Lastly,  his  fear  made  him  propose,  that 
the  affair  should  be  left  to  tJie  arbitration  of 
two  creditable  men,  altogether  unconcerned 
in  the  dispute. 

To  these  remonstrances.  Peregrine  replied 
in  the  style  of  a  hot-headed  young  man, 
conscious  of  his  own  unjustifiable  behaviour, 
that  every  gentleman  ought  to  be  a  judge  of 
his  own  honour,  and  therefore  he  would  sub- 
mit to  the  decision  of  no  umpire  whatsoever  ; 
that  he  would  forgive  his  want  of  courage, 
which  might  be  a  natural  infirmity,  but  his 
mean  dissimulation  he  could  not  pardon  : 
that,  as  ho  was  certified  of  the  rascally  intent 
of  his  ambuscade,  by  undoubted  intelligence, 
he  would  treat  hin,  not  with  a  retaliation  of 
his  own  treachery,  but  such  indignity  as  a 
scoundrel  deserves  to  suffer,  unless  'le  >vould 
make  one  effort  to  maintain  the  character  he 
assumed  in  life.  So  saying,  he  again  pre- 
sented his  pistols,  which  being  rejected  as 
before,  he  called  his  two  ministers,  and  or 
dcred  them  to  duck  hiin  in  the  canal. 
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This  command  was  pronounced  and  exe- 
cuted almost  in  the  same  breath,  to  tlie  un- 
npeakablo  terror  and  disorder  of  the  poor 
shivering  patient,  wiio,  having  undergone  the 
immersion,  ran  about  like  a  drowned  rat, 
squeaking  for  assistance  and  revenge.  His 
cries  were  overlieard  by  the  patrole,  who, 
chancing  to  pass  that  way,  took  him  under 
their  protection,  and,  in  consequence  of  his 
complaint  and  information,  went  in  pursuit 
of  our  adventurer  and  his  attendants,  who 
were  soon  overtaken  and  surrounded.  Rash 
and  inconsiderate  as  the  young  gentleman 
was,  he  did  not  pretend  to  stand  on  the 
defensive  against  a  tile  of  musketeers,  al- 
though Pipes  had  drawn  his  cutlass  at  their 
approach,  but  surrendered  liimself  without 
opposition,  and  was  conveyed  to  the  main 
guard,  where  the  commanding  officer,  engag- 
ed by  his  appearance  and  address,  treated 
him  with  all  imaginable  respect.  Hearing 
the  particulars  of  his  adventure,  he  assured 
him  that  the  prince  would  consider  the  whole 
as  a  tour  dejeiinessc,  and  order  him  to  be  re- 
.eased  without  delay. 

Ne.xt  morning,  when  this  gentleman  gave 
in  his  report,  he  made  such  a  favourable  re- 
presentation of  the  prisoner,  that  our  hero  was 
on  the  point  of  being  discharged,  when  Horn- 
beck  preferred  a  complaint,  accusing  him  of 
a  purposed  assassination,  and  praying  that 
such  punishment  should  be  inflicted  upon 
him  as  his  highness  should  think  adequate  to 
the  nature  of  the  crime.  The  prince,  per- 
plexed with  this  petition,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  foresaw  that  he  must  disoblige  a 
British  subject,  sent  for  the  plaintiff,  of  wiioin 
he  had  some  knowledge,  and  in  person  ex- 
horted him  to  drop  the  prosecution,  which 
would  only  serve  to  propagate  his  own  shame. 
But  Hornbeck  was  too  much  incensed  to 
listen  to  any  proposal  of  that  kind,  and  pe- 
remptorily demanded  justice  against  the  pris- 
oner, whom  he  represented  as  an  obscure 
adventurer,  who  had  made  repeated  attempts 
upon  his  honour  and  his  life.  Prince  Charles 
told  him,  that  what  he  had  advised  was  in 
the  capacity  of  a  friend;  but,  since  he  insist- 
ed upon  his  acting  as  a  magistrate,  the  affiiir 
should  be  examined,  and  determined  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  justice  and  truth. 

The  petitioner  being  dismissed  with  this 
promise,  the  defendant  was,  in  his  turn, 
brought  before  the  judge,  whose  preposses- 
sion in  his  flivour  was  in  a  great  measure 
weakened  by  what  his  antagonist  had  said  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  birth  and  reputation. 


CHAPTER  LXl 

Peregrine  is  released — Joller  confounded 
at  his  mysterious  conduct — a  contest  hap- 
pens between  the  pact  and  'painter,  mho 
arc  reconciled  by  the  mediation  of  their 
'dlow- travellers. 


Our  hero,  understanding,  frora  some  ex- 
pressions which  escaped  the  prince,  that  he 
was  considered  in  the  light  of  a  sharper  and 
assassin,  begged  that  he  migiit  have  tiia  lib- 
erty of  sending  for  sonje  vouchers,  that  wc.dd 
probably  vindicate  his  character  from  the  ma- 
licious aspersions  of  his  adversary.  This 
permission  being  granted,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  his  governor,  desiring  that  he  would  bring 
to  him  the  letters  of  recommendation  whicli 
he  had  received  from  the  British  ambassador 
at  Paris,  and  such  other  papers  as  he  thought 
conducive  to  evince  the  importance  of  lii.s 
situation. 

The  billet  was  given  in  charge  to  one  of 
the  subaltern  officers  on  duty,  who  carried  it 
to  the  inn,  and  demanded  to  speak  with  Mr 
Jolter.  Pallet,  who  happened  to  be  at  the 
door  when  this  messenger  arrived,  and  heard 
him  inquire  for  the  tutor,  ran  directly  to  that 
gentleman's  apartment,  and,  in  manifest  dis- 
order, told  him  that  a  huge  fellow  of  a  soldier, 
with  a  monstrous  pair  of  whiskers,  and  a  fur 
cap  as  big  as  a  bushel,  was  asking  for  him  at 
the  door.  The  poor  governor  began  to  sliake 
at  this  intimation,  though  he  was  not  con- 
scious of  having  committed  any  thing  that 
could  attract  the  attention  of  the  state. 
When  the  officer  appeared  at  his  chamber- 
door,  his  confusion  increased  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  his  perception  seemed  to  vanish, 
and  the  subaltern  repeated  the  purport  of  liia 
errant  three  times,  before  he  could  compre- 
hend his  meaning,  or  venture  to  receive  the 
letter  which  he  presented.  At  length  he 
summoned  all  his  fortitude,  and  having  pe- 
rused the  epistle,  his  terror  sunk  into  anxiety. 
His  ingenious  fear  immediately  suggested 
that  Peregrine  was  confined  in  a  dungeon 
for  some  outrage  he  had  committed.  He 
ran  with  great  agitation  to  a  trunk,  and,  tak' 
ing  out  a  bundle  of  papers,  followed  his  con- 
ductor, being  attended  by  the  painter,  to 
whom  he  had  hinted  his  apprehension.  When 
they  passed  through  the  guard,  which  was 
under  arms,  the  hearts  of  both  died  within 
them ;  and  when  they  came  into  the  pre- 
sence, there  was  such  an  expression  of  awful 
horror  on  the  countenance  of  Jolter,  that  the 
prince,  observing  his  dismay,  was  pleased  to 
encourage  him  with  an  assurance  that  he  had 
nothing  to  fear.  Thus  comforted,  he  recol- 
lected himself  so  well  as  to  understand  hig 
pupil,  when  he  desired  liim  to  produce  the 
ambassador's  letters ;  some  of  which  being 
open,  v/ere  immediately  read  by  his  liigh 
ness,  who  was  personally  acquainted  with 
the  writer,  and  knew  several  of  the  noble- 
men to  whom  they  were  addressed.  These 
recommendations  were  so  wai^m,  and  repre- 
sented the  young  gentleman  in  such  an  ad- 
vantageous light,  that  the  prince,  convincei' 
of  the  injustice  his  character  had  suflJered  b} 
the  misrepresentation  of  Hornbeck,  took  our 
hero  by  me  hand,  asked  pardon  for  the  doubts 
lie  had  entertained  of  his  honour,   declarpi? 
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him  from  tliat  niomcnl  at  liberty,  ordered  his 
domestics  to  be  enlarged,  and  offered  him  liis 
countenance  and  protection  as  long  as  he 
should  remuin  in  the  Austrit'o  Netheilands. 
At  the  wame  time  he  cautioned  him  against 
indiscretion  in  the  course  of  his  gallantries  ; 
and  took  his  word  and  lionour,  that  he  should 
drop  all  measures  of  resentment  against  the 
jerson  of  Ilornbeck  during  his  residence  in 
that  place. 

The  dehnqucnt,  thus  honourably  acquitted, 
thanked  the  prince,  in  the  most  respectful 
manner,  for  his  generosity  and  candour,  and 
retired  with  his  two  friends,  who  were  amaz- 
ed and  bewildered  in  their  thoughts  at  what 
they  had  seen  and  heard,  the  whole  adven- 
ture still  remaining  without  the  sphere  of 
their  comprehension,  which  was  not  at  all 
enlarged  by  the  unaccountable  appearance 
of  Pipes,  who,  with  the  valet  de  chambre, 
joined  them  at  the  castle  gate.  Had  Jolter 
■^een  a  man  of  luxuriant  imagination,  his  brain 
would  undoubtedly  have  suffered  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  his  pupil's  mysterious  conduct, 
Nvhich  he  strove  in  vain  to  unravel ;  but  his 
intellects  were  too  solid  to  be  affected  by  the 
miscarriage  of  his  invention  ;  and  as  Pere- 
i^rine  did  not  think  proper  to  make  him  ac- 
ijuainted  with  the  cause  of  his  being  appre- 
jended,  he  contented  himself  with  supposing 
liat  there  was  a  lady  in  the  case. 

The  painter,  whose  imagination  was  of  a 
more  flimsy  texture,  formed  a  thousand  chi- 
mercial  conjectures,  which  he  communicated 
to  Pickle,  in  imperfect  insinuations,  hoping, 
by  his  answers  and  behaviour,  to  discover 
the  uuth;  but  the  youth,  in  order  to  tantalize 
nim,  eluded  all  his  inquiries,  with  such  ap- 
pearance of  industry  and  art,  as  heightened 
his  curiosity,  while  it  disappointed  his  aim, 
and  inflamed  him  to  such  a  degree  of  impa- 
tience, that  his  wits  began  to  be  unsettled. 
Then  Peregrine  was  fain  to  recompose  his 
brain,  by  telliog  him,  in  confidence,  that  he 
had  been  arrested  as  a  spy.  This  secret  he 
'bund  more  intolerable  than  his  former  un- 
certainty ;  he  ran  from  one  apartment  to  an- 
other, like  a  goose  in  the  agonies  of  egg-lay- 
ing, with  intention  of  disburdening  this  im- 
portant load  ;  but  Jolter  being  engaged  with 
his  pupil,  and  all  the  people  of  the  house  ig- 
norant of  the  only  language  he  could  speak, 
he  was  compelled,  with  infinite  reluctance,  to 
address  himself  to  the  doctor,  who  was  at 
that  time  shut  up  in  his  own  chamber.  Hav- 
ing knocked  at  the  door  to  no  purpose,  he 
peeped  through  the  keyhole,  and  saw  the 
physician  sitting  at  a  table  with  a  pen  in  one 
hand,  and  a  paper  before  him,  his  head  re- 
clined upon  his  other  hand,  and  his  eyes  fix- 
ed upon  the  ceiling,  as  if  he  had  been  en- 
tranced. Pallet  concluding  that  he  was  un- 
der the  power  of  some  convulsion,  endea- 
voured to  force  the  door  open  ;  and  the  noise 
of  his  efforts  recalled  the  doctor  from  his  rev- 
3rie.     This  poetical  republican,  being  so  dis- 


agreeably disturbed,  started  up  ni  a  passmn, 
and  oj)ening  the  door,  no  sooner  perceived 
who  had  interrupted  him,  than  ho  Hung  it  in 
his  face  with  great  fury,  and  cursed  him  for 
j  his  impertinent  intrusion,  which  had  depriv- 
ed him  of  the  most  delightful  vision  that  ever 
regaled  the  human  fancy.  lie  imagined  (as 
he  atterwards  imparted  to  Peregrine),  that, 
as  ho  enjoyed  liimsejf  in  walking  through  the 
flowery  plain  that  borders  on  Parnassus,  he 
was  met  by  a  venerable  sage,  whom,  by  a 
certain  divine  vivacity  that  lighteiiod  from  his 
eyes,  he  instantly  knew  to  be  tin;  innnortui 
Pindar.  He  was  innnediately  struck  with 
reverence  and  awe,  and  prostrated  himself 
before  the  apparition,  which,  taking  him  by 
the  hand,  lifted  him  gently  from  the  ground, 
and,  with  words  more  sweet  than  the  lioney 
of  the  Hybla  bees,  told  him,  that  of  all  the 
moderns,  he  alone  was  visited  by  that  celes- 
tial impulse  by  which  he  himself  had  been  in- 
spired, when  he  produced  his  most  applaud- 
ed odes.  So  saying,  he  led  him  up  the  sa- 
cred hill,  persuaded  him  to  drink  a  copious 
draught  of  the  waters  of  the  Hippocrene,  and 
then  j)rescnted  him  to  the  harmonious  nine, 
who  crowned  his  temples  with  a  laurel  wreath. 

No  wonder  that  he  was  enraged  to  find 
himself  cut  off  from  such  sublime  society. 
He  raved  in  Greek  against  the  invader,  who 
was  so  big  with  his  own  purpose,  that,  un- 
mindful of  the  disgrace  he  had  sus.tained,  and 
disregarding  all  the  symptoms  of  the  physi- 
cian's displeasure,  he  applied  his  mouth  to 
the  door,  in  an  eager  tone.  "  I'll  hold  you 
any  wager,"  said  he,  "that  I  guess  the  true 
cause  of  Mr  Pickle's  imprisonment."  To 
this  challenge  he  received  no  reply,  and  there- 
fore repeated  it,  adding,  "  I  suppose  you  ima- 
gine he  was  taken  up  for  fighting  a  duel,  ot 
aflronting  a  nobleman,  or  lying  with  some 
man's  wife,  or  some  such  matter;  hut,  egad  I 
you  was  never  more  mistaken  in  your  lifift^ 
and  I'll  lay  my  Cleopatra  against  your  Ho- 
mer's head,  that  in  four-and-twenty  houry 
you  shan't  light  on  the  true  reason." 

The  favourite  of  the  Muses,  exasperated 
at  this  vexatious  i)ersoveranco  of  the  painter, 
who,  he  imagined,  had  come  to  teaze  and  in- 
sult him,  "I  would,"  said  he,  "sacrifice  a 
cock  to  yEsculapius,  were  I  assured  that  any 
person  had  been  taken  up  for  extirpating  such 
a  troublesome  Goth  as  you  are  from  the  t'lic- 
of  the  earth.  As  for  your  boasted  Cleopatra, 
which  you  say  was  drawn  from  your  own 
wife,  I  believe  the  copy  has  as  much  of  the 
to  kalon  as  the  original  ;  but,  were  it  mine, 
it  should  be  himg  up  in  the  temple  of  Cloa- 
cina,  as  the  picture  of  that  goddes?  ;  .'or  any 
other  apartment  would  be  disgracf;u  hy  it*- 
appearance."  "  Hark  ye.  Sir,"  rejdied  Pal- 
let, enraged  in  his  turn  at  the  contemptuous 
mention  of  his  darling  performance.  "  yoL 
may  make  as  free  with  my  wife  as  you  thinP 
proper,  but  'ware  my  works ;  those  are  tlif 
children  of  inv  fancy,  conceived  by  the  o^ow 
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ing  imagination,  and  formed  by  the  art  of  my 
own  hands ;  and  you  yourself  are  a  Goth, 
and  a  Turk,  and  a  Tartar,  and  an  impudent 
pretending  jackanapes,  to  treat  with  such 
disrespect  a  production,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  the  connoisseurs  of  the  age, 
will,  when  finished,  be  a  master  piece  in  its 
kind,  and  do  honour  to  human  genius  and 
skill.  So  I  say  again  and  again,  (and  I  care 
not  though  your  friend  Playtor  lieard  me), 
that  you  have  no  more  taste  than  a  drayman's 
horse,  and  that  those  foolish  notions  of  the 
ancients  ought  to  be  drubbed  out  of  you  with 
a  good  cudgel,  that  you  might  learn  to  treat 
men  of  parts  with  more  veneration.  Per- 
haps you  may  not  always  be  in  the  company 
of  one  who  will  halloo  for  assistance  when 
you  are  on  the  brink  of  being  chastised  for 
your  insolence,  as  I  did,  when  you  brought 
upon  yourself  the  resentment  of  that  Scot, 
who,  b}'^  the  Lard  !  would  have  paid  you  both 
scot  and  lot,  as  Falstaff  says,  if  the  French 
otRcer  had  not  put  him  in  arrest." 

The  physician,  to  this  declamation,  which 
was  conveyed  through  the  key  hole,  answer- 
ed, that  he  (the  painter)  was  a  fellow  so  in- 
finitely below  his  consideration,  that  his  con- 
science upbraided  him  with  no  action  of  his 
life,  except  that  of  chusing  such  a  wretch 
for  liis  companion  and  fellow-traveller;  that 
he  had  viewed  his  character  through  the 
medium  of  good-nature  and  compassion, 
which  had  prompted  him  to  give  Pallet  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  some  new  ideas 
under  his  immediate  instruction  ;  but  he  had 
abused  his  goodness  and  condescension  in 
such  a  flagrant  manner,  that  he  was  now  de- 
termined to  discard  him  entirely  from  his  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  desired  him,  for  the  present, 
to  take  himself  away,  on  pain  of  being  kicked 
tor  his  presumption. 

Pallet  was  too  much  incensed  to  be  in- 
timidated by  this  threat,  which  he  retorted 
with  great  violence,  defying  him  to  come 
forth,  that  it  might  appear  which  of  them 
was  best  skilled  in  that  pedestrian  exercise, 
which  he  immediately  began  to  practise 
against  tiie  door,  with  such  thundering  appli- 
cation, as  reached  the  ears  of  Pickle  and  his 
governor,  who,  coming  out  into  the  passage, 
and  seeing  him  thus  employed,  asked  if  he 
had  forgot  the  chamber-pots  of  Alost,  that 
lie  ventured  to  behave  in  such  a  manner,  as 
entitled  him  to  a  second  prescription  of  the 
pame  nature. 

The  doctor,  understanding  that  there  was 
company  at  hand,  opened  the  door  in  a 
twiniing ;  and,  springing  upon  his  antago- 
nist like  a  tiger,  a  fierce  contention  would 
have  ensued,  to  the  infinite  satisfaction  of 
our  hero,  had  not  Jolter,  to  the  manifest 
peril  of  his  own  person,  interposed,  and, 
jiartly  by  force,  and  partly  by  exhortations, 
aut  a  stop  to  the  engagement  before  it  was 
Tairly  began.  After  having  demonstrated  the 
■ndecency  of  such  a  vulgar  rencounter  be- 


twixt two  fellow-citizens,  in  a  foreign  landi 
he  begged  to  know  the  cause  of  tlieir  dis. 
sension,  and  offered  his  good  offices  towards 
an  accommodation.  Peregrine  also,  seeing 
the  fray  was  finished,  expressed  hiniself  to 
the  same  purpose ;  and  the  painter,  lor  obvi. 
ous  reasons,  declining  an  explanation,  hia 
antagonist  told  the  youth  what  a  mortifying 
interruption  he  had  suffered  by  the  imperti- 
nent intrusion  of  Pallet,  and  gave  him  a 
detail  of  the  particulars  of  his  vision,  as 
above  recited.  The  arbiter  owned  the  pro- 
vocation was  not  to  be  endured ;  and  decreed, 
that  the  offender  should  make  some  atone- 
ment for  his  transgression.  Upon  which  the 
painter  observed,  that,  however  he  might 
have  been  disposed  to  make  acknowledg- 
ments, if  the  physician  had  signilied  his  dis- 
pleasure like  a  gentleman,  the  complainant 
had  now  forfeited  all  claim  to  any  such  con- 
cessions, by  the  vulgar  manner  in  \i-hich  he 
had  reviled  him  and  his  productions;  observ- 
ing, that,  if  he  (the  painter)  had  been  in- 
clined to  retort  his  slanderous  insinuiitions, 
the  republican's  own  works  would  have  af- 
forded ample  subject  for  his  ridicule  and 
censure. 

After  divers  disputes  and  representations, 
peace  was  at  length  concluded,  on  condition, 
that,  for  the  future,  the  doctor  should  never 
mention  Cleopatra,  unless  he  could  say 
something  in  her  praise  ;  and  that  Pallet,  in 
consideration  of  Jiis  having  been  the  first 
aggressor,  should  make  a  sketch  of  the  phy- 
sician's vision,  to  be  engraved  and  prelixtd 
to  the  next  edition  of  his  odes. 


CHAPTER  LXII. 

The  travellers  depm  t  fur  Antwerp,  at  tohich 
place  the  painter  gives  a  loose  to  his  en- 
thusiasm. 

Our  adventurer,  baffled  in  all  his  efforts  to 
retrieve  his  lost  Amanda,  yielded  at  length 
to  the  remonstrances  of  his  governor  and 
fellow-travellers,  who,  out  of  pure  complai- 
sance to  him,  had  exceeded  their  intended 
stay  by  six  days  at  least ;  and  a  couple  of 
post-chaises,  with  three  riding  horses,  being 
hired,  they  departed  from  Brussels  in  the 
morning,  dined  at  Mechlin,  and  arrived  about 
eight  in  the  evening  at  the  venerable  city  of 
Antwerp.  During  this  day's  journey,  Palie- 
was  elevated  to  an  uncommon  How  of  spirits, 
with  the  prospect  of  seeing  the  birth-place 
of  Rubens,  for  whom  he  professed  an  en- 
thusiastic admiration.  He  swore,  that  the 
pleasure  he  felt  was  equal  to  that  of  a  M.ifJ- 
sulman,  on  the  last  day  of  his  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca;  and  that  he  already  considered  liira* 
self  a  native  of  Antwerp,  being  so  intimatelj 
acquainted  with  their  so  justly  boasted  citi- 
zen, from  whom,  at  certain  junctures,  he 
could    not    \c\v   believing   himself  derived. 
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Because  his  own  pencil  ado|)tcd  tlie  manner 
of  that  {front  man  with  surprisirii^  facility, 
Riid  iiiri  face  wanted  notliinj,'  but  a  j)air  of 
wln''n3rs  and  a  board  to  exhibit  the  express 
imanfe  of  the  Fleming's  countenance.  He 
told  them,  he  was  so  proud  of  this  resem- 
blance, that,  in  order  to  render  it  more 
striking,  he  had,  at  one  time  of  his  life,  re- 
"olved  to  keep  his  fiice  sacred  from  the 
razor;  and  in  that  purpose  had  persevered, 
notwithstanding  the  continual  re])rehensions 
of  Mrs  Pallet,  who,  being  then  with  child, 
said,  his  aspect  was  so  hideous,  that  she 
dreaded  a  miscarriage  every  hour,  until  she 
threatened,  in  plain  terms,  to  dispute  the 
sanity  of  his  intellects,  and  apply  to  the 
chancellor  for  a  committee. 

The  doctor,  on  this  occasion,  observed, 
that  a  man  who  is  not  proof  against  the  soli- 
citations of  a  woman,  can  never  expect  to 
make  a  great  figure  in  life;  that  painters  and 
poets  ought  to  cultivate  no  wives  but  the 
muses :  or,  if  they  are,  by  the  accidents  of 
fortune,  encumbered  with  families,  they 
should  carefully  guard  against  that  pernicious 
weakness,  falsely  honoured  with  the  appel- 
.ation  of  natural  affectum,  and  pay  no 
manner  of  regard  to  the  impertinent  customs 
jf  the  world.  *'  Granting  tiiat  you  had  been, 
for  a  short  time,  deemed  a  lunatic,"  said  ne, 
"you  might  have  acquitted  yourself  honour- 
ably of  that  imputation, by  some  performance 
that  would  have  raised  your  character  above 
all  censure.  Sophocles  himself,  that  cele- 
brated tragic  poet,  who,  for  the  sweetness  of 
his  versilication,  was  styled  melitta,  or  the 
bee,  in  his  old  age  suffered  the  same  accusa- 
tion from  his  own  children,  who,  seeing  him 
neglect  his  family  affairs,  and  devote  himself 
entirely  to  poetry,  carried  him  before  the 
magistrate,  as  a  man  whose  intellects  were 
so  much  impaired  by  the  infirmities  of  age, 
that  he  was  no  longer  fit  to  manage  his  do- 
njestic  concerns  ;  upon  which  the  reverend 
!)ard  produced  his  tragedy  of  Oedipus  epi 
liolono,  as  a  work  he  had  just  finished  ; 
whicli  being  perused,  instead  of  being  declar- 
ed unsound  of  understanding,  ho  was  dis- 
missed with  admiration  and  applause.  I  wish 
/our  beard  and  whiskers  had  been  sanctioned 
Dy  the  like  authority;  though  I  am  afraid 
you  would  have  been  in  the  predicament  of 
those  disciples  of  a  certain  philosopiier,  who 
drank  decoctions  of  cumminseeds,  that  their 
faces  might  adopt  the  paleness  of  their 
master's  complexion,  hoping  that,  in  being 
U3  wan,  they  would  be  as  learned  as  their 
icacher."  The  painter,  stung  with  this 
tarcasm,  replied,  •'  Or  like  those  virtuosi, 
who,  by  repeating  Greek,  eating  sillykickaby, 
and  pretending  to  see  visions,  think  they 
squal  the  ancients  in  taste  and  genius."  The 
physician  retorted,  Pallet  rejoined,  and  the 
altercation  continued  until  they  entered  the 
gates  of  Antwerp,  when  the  admirer  of  Ru- 
lens  b  -oko  fo  *h  into  a  rapturous  exclamation, 
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which  put  an  end  to  the  dispute,  and  attract- 
ed the  notice  of  the  inhabitants,  many  ot 
whom,  by  shrugging  up  their  shoulders,  and 
pointing  to  their  foreheads,  gave  shrewd  in- 
dications that  tiiey  behoved  him  a  poor  gen 
tleman  disordered  in  his  brain. 

They  had  no  sooner  alighted  at  the  imi, 
than  this  |)seudo-enthusiast  |)ro])osed  to  vi^it 
the  great  church,  in  which  he  had  been  in- 
formed some  of  his  master's  pieces  were  to 
be  seen  ;  and  was  remarkably  chagrinod, 
when  he  understood  that  he  could  not  be  ad- 
mitted till  next  day.  He  rose  next  morninj^ 
by  day-break,  and  disturbed  his  fellow-travel- 
lers in  such  a  noisy  and  clamorous  maimer, 
that  Peregrine  determined  to  punish  him  witii 
some  new  infliction  ;  and  while  he  put  on 
his  clothes,  actually  formed  the  plan  of  pro- 
moting a  duel  between  him  and  the  doctor, 
in  the  management  of  which  he  promised 
himself  store  of  entertainment,  from  the  be- 
haviour of  both. 

Being  provided  with  one  of  those  do- 
mestics who  are  always  in  waiting  to  otfor 
their  services  to  strangers  on  their  first  ar- 
rival, they  were  conducted  to  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  who  had  an  e.xccllent  collection 
of  pictures  ;  and,  though  the  greatest  part 
of  them  were  painted  by  his  favourite  artist. 
Pallet  condemned  them  all  by  the  lump,  be- 
cause Pickle  had  told  him  beforehand,  that 
there  was  not  one  performance  of  Rubens 
among  the  number. 

The  next  place  they  visited,  v/as  what 
they  called  the  academy  of  painting,  furnish- 
ed with  a  number  of  paltry  pieces,  in  which 
our  paiiiter  recognized  the  style  of  Peter 
Paul,  with  many  expressions  of  admiration, 
on  the  same  sort  oi  previous  intelligence. 

From  this  repository  they  went  to  the 
great  church;  and  being  led  to  the  tomb  of 
Rubens,  tlie  whimsical  painter  fell  upon  his 
knees,  and  worshipped  with  such  appearance 
of  devotion,  that  the  attendant,  scandalized 
at  his  sn|)crstition,  pulled  him  up,  observing, 
with  great  warmth,  that  the  person  buried  in 
that  place  was  no  saint,  but  as  great  a  sin- 
ner as  himself;  and  that,  if  he  was  spiritually 
disposed,  tliere  was  a  chapel  of  the  blessed 
Virgin,  at  the  distance  of  three  yards,  ou  the 
right  h.and,  to  which  he  might  retire.  He 
thought  it  was  incmnbent  upon  him  to  mani- 
fest some  extraordinary  inspiration,  while  ho 
resided  on  the  spot  where  Rubens  was  born  ; 
and  therefore  his  whole  behaviour  was  an  af- 
fectation of  rapture,  expressed  in  distracted 
exclamations,  convulsive  starts,  and  uncouth 
gesticulations.  In  the  midst  of  his  frantic 
behaviour,  he  saw  an  old  capuchin,  with  n 
white  beard,  mount  the  pulpit,  and  hold  forth 
to  the  congregation  with  such  violence  of 
emphasis  and  gesture  as  captivated  liis  fancy 
and,  bawlmg  aloud,  "  Zounds  !  what  an  ex- 
cellent  Paul  preaching  at  Athens  !"  he  pulled 
a  pencil  and  a  small  memorandum-book  fron; 
his  p(  ckeS  and  began  to  take  a  ske'ch   of 
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the  orator,  with  great  eagerness  and  agita- 
tion, saying,  "Egad!  friend  Raphael,  we 
ehal.  see  whether  you  or  I  have  got  the  best 
knack  at  trumping  up  an  apostle."  This  ap- 
pearance of  disrespect  gave  offence  to  the 
audience,  who  began  to  murmur  against  this 
heretic  hbertine;  when  one  of  tlie  priests  be- 
longing to  the  choir,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
ill  consequences  from  their  displeasure,  came 
and  told  him  in  the  French  language,  that 
such  liberties  were  not  permitted  in  tiieir 
religion,  and  advised  him  to  lay  aside  his  im- 
plements, lest  the  people  should  take  um- 
'irage  at  his  design,  and  be  provoked  to  pun- 
?h  him  as  a  profane  scofler  at  their  worship. 

The  painter,  seeing  himself  addressed  by 
a  friar,  who,  while  he  spoke,  bowed  with 
great  complaisance,  imagined  that  he  v;as 
a  begging  brother  come  to  supplicate  his 
charily;  and  his  attention  being  quite  en- 
grossed by  the  design  he  was  making,  he 
patted  the  priest's  shaven  crown  with  his 
hand,  saying,  oter  terns,  oter  terns,  and  then 
resumed  his  pencil  with  great  earnestness. 
The  ecclesiastic,  perceiving  that  the  stran- 
ger did  not  comprehend  his  meaning,  pulled 
liim  by  the  sleeve,  and  explained  himself  in 
the  Latin  tongue  ;  upon  which  Pallet,  pro- 
voked at  his  intrusion,  cursed  him  aloud  for 

an  impudent  beggarly  son  of  a  w ,  and, 

taking  out  a  shilling,  flung  it  upon  the  pave- 
ment, with  manifest  signs  of  indignation. 

Some  of  the  common  people,  enraged  to  see 
their  religion  contemned,  and  their  priests 
i  isulted  at  the  very  altar,  rose  from  their 
B'iats  and  surrounding  the  astonished  painter, 
one  of  the  number  snatched  his  book  from 
his  hand,  and  tore  it  in  a  thousand  pieces. 
Frightened  as  he  was,  he  could  not  help  cry- 
ing, "  Fire  and  faggots  !  all  my  favourite  ideas 
are  gone  to  wreck  !"  and  was  in  danger  of 
being  very  roughly  handled  by  the  crowd,  had 
not  Peregrine  stepped  in,  and  assured  them, 
that  he  was  a  poor  unhappy  gentleman,  who 
laboured  under  a  transport  of  the  brain. 
Those  who  understood  the  French  language 
communicated  this  information  to  the  rest, 
so  that  he  escaped  without  any  other  chas- 
tisement than  being  obliged  to  retire.  And 
AS  they  could  not  see  the  famous  descent 
from  the  cross  till  after  the  service  was  fin- 
ished, they  were  conducted  by  their  domestic 
to  the  house  of  a  painter,  where  they  found 
a  beggar  standing  for  his  picture,  and  the  ar- 
tist actually  employed  in  representing  a  huge 
louse  that  crawled  upon  his  shoulder.  Pallet 
was  wonderfully  pleased  with  this  circum- 
stance, which  he  said  was  altogether  a  new 
thought,  and  an  excellent  hint,  of  which  he 
would  make  his  advantage  ;  and  in  the  course 
of  his  survey  of  this  Fleming's  performance, 
perceiving  a  piece  in  which  two  flies  were 
engaged  upon  the  carcase  of  a  dog  half  de- 
voured, he  ran  to  his  brother  brusli,  and  swore 
ho  was  worthy  of  being  a  fellow-citizen  of 
he  immortal  T?iibens.     lie  then   lamented, 


with  many  expressions  of  grief  and  resejt- 
ment,  that  he  had  lost  his  common-place 
book,  in  which  he  had  preserved  a  thousand 
conceptions  of  the  same  sort,  formed  by  the 
accidental  objects  of  his  senses  and  imagina 
tion ;  and  took  an  opportunity  of  telling  his 
fellow-travellers,  that  in  execution  he  had 
equalled,  if  not  excelled,  the  two  ancient 
painters  who  vied  with  each  other  in  repre- 
sentation of  a  curtain  and  a  bunch  of  grapes; 
for  he  had  exhibited  the  image  of  a  certain 
object  so  like  to  nature,  that  the  bare  sight 
of  it  set  a  whole  hog-sty  in  an  uproar. 

When  he  had  examined  and  applauded 
all  the  productions  of  this  minute  artist,  they 
returned  to  the  great  church,  and  were  enter- 
tained with  the  view  of  that  celebrated  mas- 
terpiece of  Rubens,  in  which  he  had  intro- 
duced the  portraits  of  himself  and  his  wiiole 
family.  The  doors  that  conceal  this  capital 
performance  were  no  sooner  unfolded,  than 
our  enthusiast,  debarred  the  use  of  speech, 
by  a  previous  covenant  with  his  friend  Pickle, 
lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes,  and  putting 
himself  in  the  attitude  of  Hamlet,  when  his 
father's  ghost  appears,  adored  in  silent  ec- 
stasy and  awe.  He  even  made  a  merit  of 
necessity ;  and,  when  they  had  withdrawn 
from  the  place,  protested  that  his  whole  fac- 
ulties were  swallowed  up  in  love  and  admi- 
ration. 

He  now  professed  himself  more  than 
ever  enamoured  of  the  Flemish  school,  rav- 
ed in  extravagant  encomiums,  and  proposed 
that  the  whole  company  should  pay  homage 
to  the  memory  of  the  divine  Rubens,  by  re 
pairing  forthwith  to  the  house  in  which  he 
lived,  and  prostrating  themselves  on  the  floor 
of  his  painting  room. 

As  there  was  nothing  remarkable  in  the 
tenement,  which  had  been  rebuilt  more  than 
once  since  the  death  of  that  great  man.  Per- 
egrine excused  himself  from  complying  with 
the  proposal,  on  pretence  of  being  fatigued 
with  the  circuit  they  had  already  performed. 
Jolter  declined  it  for  the  same  reason ;  and 
the  question  being  put  to  the  doctor,  he  re- 
fused his  company  with  an  air  of  disdain 
Pallet,  piqued  at  his  contemptuous  manner, 
asked  if  ho  would  not  go  and  see  the  liabita- 
tion  of  Pindoor,  provided  he  was  in  the  city 
where  that  poet  lived  1  and  when  the  physi- 
cian observed,  that  there  was  an  infinite  dif- 
ference between  the  men — "  That  Pll  allow," 
replied  the  painter  "  for  the  devil  a  poet  evei 
lived  in  Greece  or  Troy,  that  was  worthy  to 
clean  the  pencils  of  our  beloved  Rubens." 
The  physician  could  not,  with  any  degree  of 
temper  and  forbearance,  hear  this  outrageous 
blasphemy,  for  which,  he  said.  Pallet's  eyea 
ought  to  be  picked  out  by  owls  :  and  the  dis- 
pute arose,  as  usual,  to  such  scurrilities  of 
language,  and  indecency  of  behaviour,  that 
])assenger3  began  to  take  notice  of  their  anj. 
mosity,  and  Peregrine  was  obliged  to  inter- 
pose for  his  own  credit. 
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CHAPTER  LXIII. 

[*eregTine  arlfuUij  foments  a  quarrel  be- 
tween Pallet  and  the  physician,  whojight 
a  duel  on  the  ramparts. 

The  painter  betook  himself  to  tlie  house  of 
the  Fleiiiisli  Rapliacl,  and  the  rest  of  the 
company  went  back  to  tlicir  lodgings,  wliere 
the  young  gentleman,  taking  the  advantage 
of  being  alone  with  the  physician,  reca])itu- 
lated  aH  the  affronts  he  had  snstained  from 
the  painter's  petulance,  aggravating  every 
circumstance  of  tlw  disgrace,  and  advising 
him,  in  the  capacity  of  a  friend,  to  fiake  care 
of  his  honour,  which  could  not  fail  to  suffer 
in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  if  he  allowed 
himself  to  be  insulted  with  impunity  by  one 
so  much  his  inferior  in  every  degree  of  con- 
eideration. 

The  physician  assured  him  that  Pallet  had 
hitherto  escaped  chastisement,  by  being 
deemed  an  object  unworthy  his  resentment, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  wretcli's  family, 
for  which  his  compassion  was  interested  ; 
but  that  repeated  injuries  would  inflame  the 
most  benevolent  disposition  ;  and  although  he 
could  find  no  precedent  of  duelling  among 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  wliom  he  consider- 
ed as  the  patterns  of  demeanour.  Pallet 
should  no  longer  avail  himself  of  his  venera- 
tion for  the  ancients,  but  be  punished  for  the 
very  next  offence  he  should  commit. 

Having  thus  spirited  up  the  doctor  to  a 
resolution  from  which  he  could  not  decently 
swerve,  our  adventurer  acted  the  incendiary 
with  the  other  party  also;  giving  him  to 
understand,  that  the  physician  treated  his 
character  with  such  contempt,  and  beliaved 
to  him  with  such  insolence,  as  no  gentleman 
ought  to  bear:  that,  for  his  own  part,  he 
was  ever)''  day  put  out  of  countenance  by 
their  mutual  animosity,  which  appeared  in 
nothing  but  vulgar  expressions,  more  be- 
coming shoe-boys  and  oyster-women  than 
men  of  honour  and  education ;  and  therefore 
he  should  be  obliged,  contrary  to  his  incli- 
nation, to  break  otf  all  correspondence  with 
them  both,  if  they  would  not  fall  upon  some 
method  to  retrieve  the  dignity  of  their  cha- 
racters. 

These  representations  would  have  had 
little  effect  upon  the  timidity  of  the  painter, 
who  was  likewise  too  much  of  a  Grecian  to 
approve  of  single  combat,  in  any  other  way 
than  that  of  bo.ving,  an  exercise  in  which  he 
was  well  skilled,  had  they  not  been  accom- 
panied with  an  insinuation,  that  his  anta- 
gonist was  no  Hector,  and  that  he  might 
iiunible  him  into  any  concession,  without 
nmning  the  least  personal  risk.  Animated 
by  this  assurance,  our  second  Rubens  set 
the  trunipet  of  defiance  to  his  mouth,  swore 
he  valued  not  his  life  a  rush,  when  his 
lonour   was  concerned,   and  entreated    Mr 


Pickle  to  be  tiie  bearer  of  a  challenge,  which 
he  would  instantly  commit  to  writing. 

The  mischievous  fomenter  highly  applaud- 
ed  this  manifestation  of  courage,  by  wiiicli 
he  was  at  liberty  to  cultivate  his  friendshiji 
and  society,  but  declined  the  office  of  car- 
rying  the  billet,  that  his  tenderness  of  Pal- 
let's  reputation  might  not  bo  misinterpreted 
into  an  officious  desire  of  promoting  quar- 
rels. At  the  same  time  he  recommended 
Tom  Pipes,  not  only  as  a  very  proper  mes- 
senger on  this  occasion,  but  also  as  a  trusty 
second  in  the  field.  The  magnanimous 
painter  took  his  advice,  and,  retiring  to 
liis  chamber,  penned  a  challenge  in  these 
terms. — 

"Sir: — Wlien  I  am  heartily  provoked,  1 
fear  not  the  devil  himself;  nuich  less — I  will 
not  call  you  a  pedantic  coxcomb,  nor  an  un- 
mannerly fellow,  because  these  are  the  hyp- 
pythets  of  the  wulgar :  but,  remember,  such 
as  you  are,  I  nyther  love  you  nor  fear  you  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  expect  satisfaction  for 
your  audacious  behaviour  to  me  on  divers 
occasions ;  and  will,  tliis  evening,  in  the 
twilight,  meet  you  on  the  rarnparts  with 
sword  and  pistol,  where  the  Lord  have  mercy 
on  the  soul  of  one  of  us,  for  your  body  sliall 
find  no  favour  with  your  incensed  defier,  t. 
death.  layman  pam.et." 

This  resoUite  defiance,  after  having  beei 
submitted  to  the  perusal,  and  honoured  witli 
the  approbation,  of  our  youth,  was  commit- 
ted to  the  charge  of  Pipes,  who,  according 
to  his  orders,  delivered  it  in  the  afternoon  ; 
and  brought  for  answer,  that  the  ])hysician 
would  attend  him  at  the  appointed  time  and 
place.  The  challenger  was  evidently  dis- 
composed at  the  unexpected  news  of  this 
acceptance,  and  ran  about  the  house  in  great 
disorder,  in  quest  of  Peregrine,  to  beg  h's 
further  advice  and  assistance ;  but  under- 
standing that  the  youth  was  engaged  in  pri- 
vate with  his  adversary,  he  began  to  suspect 
some  collusion,  and  cursed  himself  for  his 
folly  and  precipitation.  He  even  entertained 
some  thoughts  of  retracting  his  invitation, 
and  submitting  to  the  triumph  of  his  anta- 
gonist: but  before  he  would  stoop  to  this 
opprobrious  condescension,  he  resolved  to 
try  another  expedient,  which  might  be  the 
means  of  saving  both  his  character  and  per- 
son. In  this  hope  he  visited  Mr  Jolter,  and 
very  gravely  desired  he  would  be  so  good  as 
to  undertake  the  office  of  his  second  in  a 
duel  which  he  was  to  fight  that  cveninorwith 
the  physician. 

The  governor,  mstead  of  answering  his 
expectation,  in  expressing  fear  and  concern, 
and  breaking  forth  into  exclamations  of, 
"Good  God  !  gentlemen  !  what  d'ye  meanl 
You  shall  not  murder  one  another  while  it  ia 
in  my  power  to  prevent  your  purpose.  ' 
will  go  directly  to  tiie  governor  of  the  piace^ 
who  siiall  interpose  his  auth.->rity."  I  say 
instead  of  these  and  otl  er  friendly  menacp* 
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of  prevention,  Joker  lieard  the  proposal  with 
the  most  phlegmatic  tranquillity,  and  excused 
iiimself  from  accepting  the  honour  he  in- 
tended for  him,  on  account  of  his  character 
and  situation,  wliich  would  not  permit  him 
to  be  concerned  in  any  such  rencounters. 
Indeed  this  mortifying  reception  was  owing 
to  a  previous  hint  from  Peregrine,  who, 
dreading  some  sort  of  interruption  from  his 
governor,  had  made  him  acquainted  with  his 
design,  and  assured  him,  that  the  affair 
should  not  be  brought  to  any  dangerous 
.ssue. 

Thus  disappointed,  the  dejected  challenger 
was  overwhelmed  with  perplexity  and  dis- 
may ;  and,  in  the  terrors  of  death  or  muti- 
lation, resolved  to  deprecate  the  wrath  of 
his  enemy,  and  conform  to  any  submission 
he  should  propose,  when  he  was  accidentally 
encountered  by  our  adventurer,  who,  with 
demonstrations  of  infinite  satisfaction,  told 
him,  in  confidence,  that  his  billet  had  thrown 
the  doctor  into  an  agony  of  consternation  ; 
that  his  acceptance  of  his  challenge  was  a 
mere  effort  of  despair,  calculated  to  con- 
found the  ferocity  of  the  sender,  and  dispose 
!iim  to  listen  to  terms  of  accommodation ; 
that  he  had  imparted  the  letter  to  him,  with 
fear  and  trembling,  on  pretence  of  engaging 
him  as  a  second,  but,  in  reality,  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  his  good  offices  in  promoting  a 
reconciliation  ;  "  but  perceiving  the  situation 
of  his  mmd,"  added  our  hero,  "  I  thought  it 
would  be  more  for  your  honour  to  baffle  his 
expectation,  and  therefore  I  readily  under- 
took the  task  of  attending  him  to  "the  field, 
in  full  assurance  that  he  will  there  humble 
himself  before  you,  even  to  prostration.  In 
this  security  you  may  go  and  prepare  your 
arms,  and  bespeak  the  assistance  of  Pipes, 
who  will  squire  you  to  the  field,  while  I  keep 
myself  up,  that  our  correspondence  may  not 
DC  suspected  by  the  physician."  Pallet's 
spirits,  that  were  sunk  to  dejection,  rose  at 
this  encouragement  to  all  the  insolence  of 
triunipli ;  he  again  declared  his  contempt  of 
danger;  and  his  pistols  being  loaded  and 
accommodated  with  new  flints,  by  his  trusty 
armour  bearer,  he  waited,  without  flinching, 
for  the  hour  of  battle. 

On  the  first  approach  of  twilight,  some- 
body knocked  at  his  door,  and  Pipes  having 
opened  it  at  lis  desire,  lie  heard  the  voice  of 
his  antagonist  pronounce, — "  Tell  Mr  Pallet, 
that  I  am  going  to  the  place  of  appointment." 
The  painter  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  this 
anticipation,  which  so  ill  agreed  with  the  in- 
formation he  had  received  from  Pickle;  and 
his  concern  beginning  to  recur,  he  fortified 
himself  witli  a  large  bumper  of  brandy, 
which,  however,  did  not  overcome  the  anxiety 
III  his  thouglits.  Nevertheless,  he  set  out 
■^n  the  expedition  with  his  second,  betwixt 
whom  and  Jiimself  the  following  dialogue 
nassed,  in  tiieir  way  to  .ho  ramparts. — "  Mr 
l*i{)es,"  said  the  painter   with  disordered  ac- 


cent, "  methinks  the  doctor  was  in  a  pestiler. 
hurry  with  that  message  of  his.  "  Ey,  ey,* 
answered  Tom,  "I  do  suppose  he  lontrs  t« 
be  foul  of  you."  "  What  I"  replied  the  other. 
"  d'ye  thmk  he  thirsts  aft:er  my  blood  1'' 
"To  be  sure  a  does,"  (said  Pipes,  thrusting 
a  large  quid  of  tobacco  into  his  cheek  with 
great  deliberation).  *'  If  that  be  the  case,' 
cried  Pallet,  beginning  to  shake,  "he  is  no 
better  than  a  cannibal,  and  no  christian 
ought  to  fight  him  on  equal  footing."  Tom 
observing  his  emotion,  eyed  him  with  a 
frown  of  indignation,  saying,  "You  an't 
afraid,  are  you  i"  "God  forbid  I"  replied  the 
challenger,  stammering  with  fear,  "  What 
should  Ibe  afraid  of]  the  worst  he  can  do  is 
to  take  my  life,  and  then  he'll  be  answerable 
both  to  God  and  man  for  the  murder :  Don't 
you  think  he  will]"  "I  think  no  such  mat- 
ter," answered  the  second:  "  If  so  be  as  how 
he  puts  a  brace  of  bullets  through  your  bows, 
and  kills  you  fairly,  it  is  no  more  murder 
than  if  I  v/as  to  bring  down  a  noddy  from 
the  main-top-sail-yard."  By  this  time  Pal- 
let's teeth  chattered  with  such  violence,  that 
he  could  scarce  pronounce  this  reply. — "Mr 
Thomas,  you  seem  to  make  very  light  of  a 
man's  life ;  but  I  trust  in  the  Almighty  1 
shall  not  be  so  easily  brought  down.  Sure 
many  a  man  has  fought  a  duel  without  losing 
his  life.  Do  you  imagine  that  I  run  such  a 
hazard  of  falling  by  the  hand  of  my  ad- 
versary ]"  "  You  may  or  you  may  not," 
said  the  unconcerned  Pipes,  "just  as  it  hap- 
pens. What  then  !  death  is  a  debt  thai 
every  man  owes,  according  to  the  song;  anc. 
if  you  set  foot  to  foot,  I  think  one  of  you 
must  go  to  pot."  "Foot  to  foot!"  exclaim- 
ed the  terrified  painter,  "  that's  downright 
butchery;  and  I'll  be  damn'd  before  I  fight 
any  man  on  earth  in  such  a  barbarous  way. 
What !  d'ye  take  me  to  be  a  savage  beast !" 
This  declaration  he  made  while  they  ascend- 
ed the  ramparts.  His  attendant,  perceiving 
the  physician  and  his  second  at  the  distance 
of  an  hundred  paces  before  them,  gave  him 
notice  of  their  appearance,  and  advised  him 
to  make  ready,  and  behave  like  a  man.  Pal- 
let in  vain  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  panic, 
which  discovered  itself  in  an  universal  trepi- 
dation of  body,  and  the  lamentable  tone  in 
which  he  answered  this  exhortation  of  Pipes, 
saying, — "  I  do  behave  like  a  man  ;  but  yoa 
would  have  me  act  the  part  of  a  brute. — Ar** 
they  coming  this  way  ]"  When  Tom  told 
him  that  they  had  faced  about,  and  admonish- 
ed him  to  advance,  the  nerves  of  his  arm 
refused  their  office,  he  could  not  hold  out 
his  pistol,  and  instead  of  going  forward,  re- 
treated with  an  insensibility  of  motion ;  til] 
Pipes,  placing  himself  in  the  rear,  set  his 
own  back  to  that  of  his  principal,  and  sworo 
he  should  not  budge  an  inch  firther  in  that 
direction. 

While  the  valet  thus  tutored  the  painter 
his  master  enjoyed  the  terrors  of  the  phyei 
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<:»n,  which  were  more  ridiculous  than  those 
of  Pallet,' because  he  was  more  intent  upon 
rlisgiiisingthein.  His  declaration  to  Pickle  in 
the  niortyng  would  not  sutler  him  to  start  any 
objections  when  he  received  the  challenge  ; 
and  finding  that  the  young  gentleman  made 
no  offer  of  mediating  the  affair,  but  rather 
congratulated  him  on  the  occasion,  when  he 
comuuHiicated  the  painter's  billet,  all  his  ef- 
forts consisted  in  oblique  hints,  and  general 
reflections,  upon  the  absurdity  of  duelling, 
which  was  first  introduced  among  civilized 
nations  by  the  barbarous  Huns  and  Longo- 
bards.  He  like'wise  pretended  to  ridicule 
the  use  of  fire-arms,  which  confounded  all  the 
distinctions  of  skill  and  address,  and  deprived 
a  combatant  of  the  opportunity  of  signalizing 
his  personal  prowess. 

Pickle  assented  to  the  justness  of  his  ob- 
servations ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  represent- 
ed the  necessity  of  complying  with  the  cus- 
toms of  tliis  world  (ridiculous  as  they  were), 
on  which  a  man's  honour  and  reputation  de- 
pend. So  that,  seeing  no  hopes  of  profiting 
by  that  artifice,  the  republican's  agitation 
became  more  and  more  remarkable;  and  he 
proposed,  in  plani  terms,  that  they  should 
contend  in  armour,  like  the  combatants  of 
ancienr.  days ;  for  it  was  but  reasonable  that 
they  should  practise  the  manner  of  fighting, 
since  they  adopted  the  disposition  of  those 
iron  times. 

Nothing  could  have  afforded  more  diver- 
sion to  our  hero  than  the  sight  of  two  such 
duel'iste  cased  in  iron ;  and  he  wished  that 
he  had  promoted  the  quarrel  in  Brussels, 
where  he  could  have  hired  the  ar.Tiour  of 
Charles  the  V.  and  the  valiant  Duke  of  Par- 
ma, for  their  accommodation ;  but  as  there 
was  no  possibility  of  furnishing  them  cap-a- 
pee  at  Antwerp,  he  persuaded  him  to  con- 
form to  the  modern  use  of  the  sword,  and 
meet  the  painter  on  his  own  terms;  and  sus- 
pecting that  his  fear  would  supply  him  with 
other  excuses  for  declining  the  combat,  he 
comforted  him  with  some  distant  insinua- 
tions, to  the  prejudice  of  his  adversary's 
courage,  which  would,  in  all  probability,  eva- 
porate before  any  mischief  could  happen. 

Notwithstanding  this  encouragement,  he 
could  not  suppress  the  reluctance  with  which 
he  went  to  tiie  field,  and  cast  many  a  wish- 
ful look  over  his  left  shoulder,  to  see  wheth.er 
or  not  his  adversary  was  at  his  heels.  When, 
by  the  advice  of  his  second,  lie  took  possess- 
ion of  the  ground,  and  turned  about  with  his 
face  to  the  enemy,  it  was  not  so  dark  but  that 
I'eregrine  could  perceive  the  unusual  pale- 
ncss  of  his  countenance,  and  the  sweat  stand- 
ing in  large  drops  upon  liis  forehead;  nay, 
there  was  a  manifest  disorder  in  his  speech, 
when  he  regretted  his  want  of  the  pila  and 
parwa,  with  which  he  would  have  made  a 
rattling  noise,  to  astonish  his  foe,  in  spring- 
ing forward,  and  singing  the  hymn  to  battle, 
lithe  n/inner  o'the  ancients. 


In  the  mean  time,  observmcfthe  hesitation 
of  his  antagonist,  who,  far  from  advancing, 
seemed  to  recoil,  and  even  strugnflo  with  Ins 
second,  he  guessed  the  situation  of  the  paint, 
er's  thoughts,  and  collecting  all  the  manhood 
that  he  possessed,  seized  the  opportunity  of 
profiting  by  his  enemy's  consternation.  Strik- 
ing his  sword  and  pistol  together,  he  advanc- 
ed in  a  sort  of  trot,  raising  a  loud  howl,  in 
which  he  repeated,  in  lieu  of  the  Spartan 
song,  part  of  the  strophe  from  one  of  Pindar's 
Pythia,  beginning  with  ek  theon  tsar  maka- 
nai  pasai  Broteais  arctais,  &c.  'J'his  imi- 
tation of  the  Greeks  had  all  the  desired  ef- 
fect upon  the  painter,  who  seeing  the  physi- 
cian running  towards  him  like  a  fiiry,  with  a 
pistol  in  his  right  hand,  which  was  extended, 
and  hearing  the  dreadful  yell  he  uttered,  and 
the  outlandish  words  he  produced,  was  seiz- 
ed with  an  universal  ]mlsy  of  his  limbs.  He 
would  have  dropped  down  upon  the  ground, 
had  not  Pipes  supported  and  encouraged  him 
to  stand  upon  his  defence.  The  doctor,  con- 
trary to  his  expectation,  finding  that  he  had 
not  flinched  from  the  spot,  though  he  had 
now  performed  one  half  of  his  career,  put  in 
practice  the  last  effort,  by  firing  his  pistol, 
the  noise  of  which  no  sooner  reached  the 
ears  of  the  affrignted  painter,  than  he  re- 
commended his  soul  to  God,  and  roared  for 
mercy  with  great  vociferation. 

The  republican,  overjoyed  at  this  exclama- 
tion, commanded  him  to  yield,  and  surrender 
his  arms,  on  pain  of  immediate  death;  upon 
which  he  threw  away  his  pistols  and  sword, 
in  spite  of  all  tlie  admonitions  and  even 
threats  of  his  second,  who  left  him  to  his  fate, 
and  went  up  to  his  master,  stopping  his  nose 
with  signs  of  loathing  and  abhorrence. 

The  victor,  having  won  the  spolia  opima, 
granted  him  his  life,  on  condition  that  he 
would  on  his  knees  supplicate  his  pardon, 
acknowledging  himself  inferior  to  his  con- 
queror in  every  virtue  and  qualification,  and 
promise  for  the  future  to  merit  his  favour 
by  submission  and  respect.  These  insolent 
terms  were  readily  embraced  by  the  unfor- 
tunate challenger,  who  fairly  owned,  that  he 
was  not  at  all  calculated  for  the  purposes  of 
war,  and  that  henceforth  he  would  contend 
with  no  weapon  but  his  pencil.  He  begged, 
with  great  humility,  that  Mr  Pickle  would 
not  think  the  worse  of  his  morals  fortius  de- 
fect of  courage,  which  was  a  natural  infirmity 
inherited  from  his  father,  and  suspend  his 
opmion  of  his  talents,  until  he  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  contemplating  the  charms 
of  his  Cleopatra,  which  would  be  finished  ii! 
Jess  than  three  months. 

Our  hero  observed,  with  an  affected  air  of 
displeasure,  that  no  man  could  be  justly  con- 
demned for  being  subject  to  the  impressions 
of  fear;  and  therefore  his  cowardici?  miglit 
easily  be  forgiven  :  but  there  was  somethinL; 
so  presumptuous,  dishonest,  and  disingenu- 
ous, in  arrogating  a  quality  to  which  he  kn^w 
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he  had  not  the  smallest  pretension,  that  he 
could  not  forget  his  misbehaviour  all  at  once, 
though  he  would  condescend  to  communi- 
cate with  him  as  formerly,  in  hopes  of  seeing 
a  reformation  in  his  conduct.  Pallet  protest- 
ed that  there  was  no  dissimulation  in  the 
case ;  for  lie  was  ignorant  of  his  own  weak- 
ness, until  his  resolution  was  put  to  the  trial : 
he  faithfully  promised  to  demean  himself, 
during  the  remaining  part  of  the  tour,  with 
that  conscious  modesty  and  penitence  which 
became  a  person  in  his  condition ;  and,  for 
the  present,  implored  the  assistance  of  Mr 
Pipes,  in  disembarrassing  him  from  the  dis- 
agreeable consequence  of  his  fear. 


CHAPTER  LXIV. 

rhe  doctor  exults  in  his  victory — they  set 
out  for  Rotterdam,  lohere  they  are  enter- 
tained by  two  Dutch  gentlemen  in  a 
yacht,  which  is  overturned  in  the  Maese, 
to  the  manifest  hazard  of  the  painter's 
life — they  spend  the  evening  with  their 
entertainers,  and  next  day  visit  a  cabinet 
of  curiosities. 

Tom  was  accordingly  ordered  to  minister  to 
his  occasions ;  and  the  conqueror,  elated  with 
his  success,  which  he  in  a  great  measure  at- 
tributed to  his  manner  of  attack,  and  the 
hymn  which  he  howled,  told  Peregrine,  that 
he  was  now  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what 
Pindar  sung  in  these  words, — Ossa  de  me 
pephileke  Zeus  atuzontai  Boan  Pieridon 
uionta;  for  he  had  no  sooner  begun  to  repeat 
the  mellifluent  strains  of  that  divine  poet, 
than  the  wretch,  his  antagonist,  was  con- 
founded, and  his  nerves  unstrung. 

On  their  return  to  the  inn,  he  expatiated 
on  the  prudence  and  tranquillity  of  his  own 
behaviour,  and  ascribed  tiie  consternation  of 
Pallet  to  the  remembrance  of  some  crime  that 
lay  heavy  upon  his  conscience  ;  for,  in  his 
opinion,  a  man  of  virtue  and  common  sense 
could  not  possibly  be  afraid  of  death,  which 
is  not  oidy  the  pcacefiil  harbour  that  receives 
him  shattered  on  the  tempestuous  sea  of  life, 
but  also  the  eternal  seal  of  his  fame  and  glory, 
which  it  is  no  longer  in  his  power  to  forfeit 
and  forego,  lie  lamented  his  fate,  in  being 
doomed  to  live  in  such  degenerate  days, 
when  war  is  become  a  mercenary  trade  ;  and 
ardently  wislied  that  the  day  would  come, 
when  he  should  have  such  an  opportunity  of 
signalizing  his  courage  in  the  cause  ofliberty, 
as  that  of  Marathon,  where  an  handful  of 
Athenians,  fighting  for  their  freedom,  defeat- 
ed the  whole  strength  of  the  Persian  empire. 
••  Would  to  heaven,"  said  he,  "  my  muse 
vvere  blessed  with  an  occasion  to  emulate 
that  glorious  testimony  on  the  trophy  in  Cy- 
|)rus,  erected  by  Cimon,  for  two  great  victo- 
ries gained  on  the  same  day  over  the  Per- 
sians by  sea  nnd  land;  in  which  it  is  very  re- 


markable, that  the  greatness  of  the  occasioi. 
has  raised  the  manner  of  expression  above 
the  usual  simplicity  and  modesty  of  all  othei 
ancient  inscriptions."  He  then  repeated  it 
with  all  the  pomp  of  declamation,  and  signi- 
fied his  hope  that  the  French  would  one  day 
invade  us  with  snch  an  army  as  that  which 
Xerxes  led  into  Greece,  that  it  might  be  ii 
his  power  to  devote  himself,  like  Leonidaf , 
to  the  freedom  of  his  country. 

This  memorable  combat  being  thus  deter- 
mined, and  every  thing  that  was  remarkable  i.i 
Antwerp  surveyed,  they  sent  their  baggage 
down  the  Scheldt  to  Rotterdam,  and  Bet  out 
for  the  same  place  in  a  post-wagon,  which  that 
same  evening  brought  them  in  safety  to  the 
banks  of  the  Maese.  They  put  up  at  an  En- 
glish house  of  entertainment,  remarkable  for 
the  modesty  and  moderation  of  the  landlord; 
and  next  morning  the  doctor  went  in  person 
to  deliver  letters  of  recommendation  to  two 
Dutch  gentlemen  fron.  one  of  his  acquaint- 
ances at  Paris.  Neither  of  them  happened 
to  be  at  home  when  he  called  ;  so  that  he  left 
a  message  at  their  lodgings,  with  his  address ; 
and  in  the  afternoon  they  waited  upon  the 
company,  and,  after  many  hospitable  profes- 
sions, one  of  the  two  invited  them  to  spend 
the  evening  at  his  house. 

Meanwhile,  they  had  provided  a  pleasure 
yacht,  in  which  they  proposed  to  treat  them 
with  an  excursion  upon  the  Maese.  This 
being  almost  the  only  diversion  that  place 
affords,  our  young  gentleman  relished  the 
proposal ;  and,  nqtwithstanding  the  remon- 
strances of  Mr  Jolter,  who  declined  the  voy- 
age  on  account  of  the  roughness  of  the  wea- 
ther, they  went  on  board  without  hesita- 
tion, and  found  a  collation  prepared  in  the 
cabin. 

While  tliey  tacked  to  and  fro  in  the  river, 
under  the  impulse  of  a  mackerel  breeze,  the 
physician  expressed  his  satisfaction,  and  Pal- 
let was  ravished  with  the  entertainment. 
But  the  wind  increasing,  to  the  unspeakable 
joy  of  the  Dutchmen,  who  had  now  an  op- 
portunity of  showing  their  dexterity  in  the 
management  of  the  vessel,  the  guests  found 
it  inconvenient  to  stand  upon  deck,  and  im- 
possible to  sit  below,  on  account  of  the  clouds 
of  tobacco  smoke  which  rolled  from  the 
pipes  of  their  entertainers,  in  such  volumes, 
as  annoyed  them  even  to  the  hazard  of  suf- 
focation. This  fumigation,  together  with 
the  extraordinary  motion  of  the  ship,  began 
to  affect  the  head  and  stomach  of  the  painter, 
who  begged  earnestly  to  be  set  on  shore  : 
but  the  Dutch  gentlemen,  wiic  had  no  idea  of 
his  sufferings,  insisted,  with  surprising  ob- 
stinacy of  regard,  upon  his  staying  until  he 
should  see  an  instance  of  the  skill  of  their 
mariners  ;  and,  bringing  him  on  deck,  com- 
manded the  men  to  carry  the  vessel's  lee 
gun-wale  under  water.  Tnis  nicety  of  navi- 
gation they  instantly  performed,  to  the  ad- 
miration of  Pickel,  the  discomposure  of  tha 
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doctor  and  terror  of  Pullet,  who  blessed  liiin- 
•elf  from  the  courtesy  of  n  Dutchman,  and 
prayed  to  II(>aven  for  liis  deliverance. 

W'Jiile  tlie  Hollanders  enjoyed  the  reputa- 
tion of  this  feat,  and  the  distress  of  the  pain- 
ter at  the  same  time,  the  yacht  was  overta- 
ken by  a  sudden  squall,  that  overset  her  in  a 
moment,  and  tlung  every  man  overboard  into 
the  Afaese,  before  they  could  have  tiic  least 
warninij  of  their  fate,  much  less  time  to  pro- 
vide against  the  accident.  Peregrine,  who 
U'as  an  e.\j)ert  swimmer,  reached  the  shore 
m  safety;  the  i)hysician,  in  tiie  agonies  of 
despair,  laid  fast  hold  on  the  trunk-breeches 
(if  one  of  the  men,  who  dragged  iiim  to  the 
other  side  ;  the  entertainers  landed  at  tiie 
bomb-keys,  smoking  tiieir  pipes  all  the  way 
with  great  deliberation  ;  and  the  poor  painter 
m  ist  have  gone  to  the  bottom,  had  nut  he 
been  encountered  by  the  cable  of  a  ship  that 
lay  at  anchor  near  the  scene  of  their  disaster. 
Though  his  senses  had  forsaken  him,  his 
hanJs  fastened  by  instinct  on  this  providen- 
tial occurrence,  which  he  held  with  such  a 
convulsive  grasp,  that,  when  a  boat  was  sent 
out  to  bring  him  on  shore,  it  was  with  the 
utmost  ditficulty  that  his  lingers  were  disen- 
gaged He  was  carried  into  a  house,  deprived 
of  the  jse  of  speech,  and  beretl  of  all  sensa- 
tion ;  and.  being  suspended  by  the  he^ls,  a 
vast  quantify  of  water  ran  out  of  his  mouth. 
This  evacuation  being  made,  he  began  to  ut- 
ter dreadful  groans,  which  gradually  increas- 
ed to  a  continued  roar;  and,  after  he  had  re- 
gained the  use  of  his  senses,  he  underwent 
a  delirium  that  lasted  several  hours.  As  for 
the  treaters,  they  never  dreamed  of  express- 
ing the  least  concern  to  Pickle  or  the  physi- 
cian for  what  had  happened,  because  it  was 
an  accident  so  common  as  to  pass  without 
notice. 

Leaving  the  care  of  the  vessel  to  the  sea- 
men, the  company  retired  to  their  respective 
lodgings,  in  order  to  shift  their  clothes ;  and 
in  the  evening  our  travellers  wore  conducted 
to  the  house  of  their  new  friend,  who,  with 
a  view  of  making  his  invitation  the  more 
agreeable,  had  assembled  to  the  number  of 
twenty  or  tiiirty  Englishmen,  of  all  ranks  and 
degrees,  from  the  merchant  to  the  periwig- 
maker's  'prentice. 

In  the  midst  of  this  congregation  stood  a 
chafing  dish  wit/i  live  coals,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  lighting  their  pipes,  and  every  in- 
dividual was  accommodated  with  a  spitting- 
bo.\.  There  wns  not  a  moutli  in  the  apart- 
ment unfurnished  with  a  tube,  so  that  they 
resembled  a  congregation  of  cliimeras  breath- 
ing nre  and  smoke  ;  and  our  gentlemen  were 
fa.r.  to  imitate  tiieir  example  in  their  own 
defence.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
conversation  was  cither  very  sprightly  or  po- 
lite: the  whole  entertainment  was  of  the 
Dutch  cast,  frowsy  and  phlegmatic  ;  and  our 
adventurer  as  he  returne<l  to  his  lodging, 
'ortured  with  the  headach,  and  disgusted  witli 


every  circumstance  of  his  treatment,  cursed 
the  hour  in  which  the  doctor  had  saddled 
them  with  such  troublesome  companions. 

Next  morning,  by  eight  o'clock,  these  i)o 
lite  Hollanders  returned  the  visit,  and,  aflei 
breakfast,  aUended  their  Englisii  friends  tc 
the  hous(3  of  a  person  that  possessed  a  very 
curious  cabinet  of  curiosities,  to  vviiich  they 
had  secured  our  company's  admission.  The 
owner  of  this  collection  was  a  cheesemon- 
ger, who  received  them  in  a  woollen  night- 
cap, with  straps  buttoned  under  his  chin.  As 
he  understood  no  language  but  iiis  own,  he 
told  thciii,  by  the  canal  of  one  of  their  con 
doctors,  that  he  did  not  make  a  practice  of 
showing  his  curiosities;  but  understanding 
that  they  were  Euglisiimen,  and  recommend- 
ed to  his  friends,  was  content  to  submit  tiiern 
to  their  perusal.  So  saying,  he  led  them  up 
a  dark  stair,  into  a  small  room,  decorated 
with  a  few  paltry  figures  in  plaster  of  Paris, 
two  or  three  miserable  landscapes,  the  skins 
of  an  otter,  seal,  and  some  fishes  stufled ; 
and  in  one  corner  stood  a  glass-case,  fur- 
nished with  newts,  frogs,  lizards,  and  ser- 
pents, jirescrved  in  spirits;  a  human  fa'tus, 
a  calf  with  two  heads,  and  about  two  dozen 
of  buttertlics  ])inned  upon  paper. 

The  virtuoso  having  exhibited  these  par- 
ticulars,  eyed  the  strangers  with  a  look  so- 
liciting admiration  and  a|)plause;  and  as  he 
could  not  perceive  any  symptom  of  either  ii: 
their  gestures  or  countenances,  witiidrew  a 
curtain,  and  displayed  a  wainscot  chest  of 
drawers,  in  which  he  gave  them  to  understand 
was  something  that  would  agreeably  amuse 
the  imagination.  Our  travellers,  regaled  with 
this  notice,  imagined  that  they  would  be  en- 
tertained with  the  sight  of  some  curious  med- 
als, or  other  productions  of  antiquity ;  but 
how  were  they  disappointed,  when  they  saw 
nothing  but  a  variety  of  shells,  disposed  in 
whimsical  figures,  in  each  drawer  !  After 
he  had  detained  them  full  two  hours  with  a 
tedious  commentary  upon  the  shape,  size  and 
colour  of  each  department,  he,  with  a  super- 
cilious sinifier,  desired  that  the  English  gen- 
tleman would  frankly  and  candidly  declan;, 
whether  his  cabinet  or  that  of  Mynheer 
Sloane  at  London,  was  the  most  valuable. 
When  this  request  was  signified  in  English 
to  t^ie  company,  the  painter  instantly  ex- 
claimed, "  By  the  Lard  I  they  are  not  to  bo 
named  of  a  day:  and  as  for  that  matter,  1 
would  not  give  one  corner  of  Saltero's  coffee 
house  at  Ciielsea  for  all  the  trash  he  hath 
shown."  Peregrine,  unwilling  to  mortify 
any  person  who  had  done  his  endeavour  to 
please  him,  observed,  that  what  he  had  seen 
was  very  curious  and  entertaining;  but  thai 
no  private  collection  in  Europe  was  equal  to 
that  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  which,  exclusive 
of  presents,  had  cost  an  hundred  thousand 
pounds.  The  two  conductors  were  confound- 
ed at  this  asseveration,  wliich  beingcommu- 
nicated  to  the  cheesemonger,  he   shook    h\» 
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hnad  with  a  significant  grin  ;  and,  though  he 
did  not  chuse  to  express  his  increduHty  in 
words,  gave  our  hero  to  understand,  that  he 
did  not  mucii  depend  upon  his  veracity. 

FVom  tlie  liouse  of  this  Datcli  naturalist, 
they  were  dragged  all  round  the  city  by  the 
painful  civility  of  their  attendants,  who  did 
not  quit  tlieni  till  the  evening  was  well  ad- 
vanced, and  then  not  till  after  they  had  pro- 
mised to  be  with  them  before  ten  o'clock 
next  day,  in  order  to  conduct  them  to  a 
country  house,  situated  in  a  pleasant  vUlage 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

Pickle  v/as  already  so  much  fatigued  v/ith 
their  hospitality,  that,  for  the  first  time  of 
his  life,  lie  suffered  a  dejection  of  spirits  ; 
and  resolved,  at  any  rate,  to  avoid  the 
threatened  persecution  of  to-morrow.  With 
tliis  view,  he  ordered  his  servants  to  pac<  :",p 
some  clothes  and  linen  in  a  portmanteau  ; 
and  in  the  morning  embarked,  with  his 
governor,  in  the  treckskuyt,  for  the  Hague, 
whither  he  pretended  to  be  called  by  some 
urgent  occasion,  leaving  his  fellow-travellers 
to  make  his  apology  to  their  friends  ;  and 
assuring  them  that  he  would  not  proceed  for 
Amsterdam  without  their  society. 

He  arrived  at  the  Hague  in  the  forenoon, 
and  dined  at  an  ordinary  frequented  by  offi- 
cers and  people  of  fashion ;  where  being  in- 
formed tiiat  the  princess  would  see  company 
in  the  evening,  lie  dressed  himself  in  a  rich 
Buit  of  the  Parisian  cut,  and  went  to  court, 
without  any  introduction.  A  person  of  his 
appearance  could  not  fail  to  attract  the  notice 
o*"  such  a  small  circle.  The  prince  himself, 
understanding  he  was  an  Englishman  and  a 
stranger,  went  up  to  him,  without  ceremony, 
and,  having  weicomed  him  to  the  place,  con- 
versed with  liiin  for  some  minutes  on  the 
common  topics  of  discourse. 


CHAPTER  LXV. 

They  'proceed  In  the  Hague,  from  whence 
they  depart  for  Amstcrdy-,m,  where  they 
see  a  Dutch  tragedy — visit  the  music- 
house,  in  which  Peregrine  ,n(arrels  tcith 
the  captain  of  a  man  of  war — they  pass 
through  Jlaerlem,  in  their  wc^i  to  Leyden 
— return  to  Rotterdam,  where  Ihe  cqmpa- 
ny  separates,  and  our  hero,  wi'h  his  at- 
tendants, arrive  in  safety  at  Hanvich. 

IJeixg  joined  bv  their  fellow-travtllers  in 
Jie  morning,  they  made  ft  tour  to  all  the  re- 
markable places  in  this  celebrated  vJlage  ; 
saw  the  foundery,  the  stadthouse,  the  spin- 
nuys,  Vauxhall,  and  Count  Bentinck's  gar- 
dens, and  in  the  evening  went  to  the  French 
comedy,  which  was  directed  by  a  noted 
Harlequin,  who  had  found  means  to  flatter 
the  Dutch  taste  so  eff«ctually,  that  they  ex- 
tolled him  as  the  greattst  actor  that  ever  ap- 
peared in   the  province  of  Holland.     This 


famous  company  did  not  represent  regulai 
theatrical  pieces,  but  only  a  sort  of  im 
promptus,  in  which  this  noted  player  ahvayg 
performed  the  greatest  part  of  the  enter- 
tainment.  Among  other  sallies  of  wit  tha* 
escaped  him,  there  was  one  circumstance  8' 
remarkably  adapted  to  the  disposition  ant 
genius  of  his  audience,  that  it  were  pity  tc 
pass  it  over  in  silence.  A  windmill  being 
exhibited  on  the  scene,  Harlequin,  after 
having  surveyed  it  with  curiosity  and  admi- 
ration, asks  one  of  the  millers  the  use  of 
that  machine  ;  and  being  told  that  it  was  a 
windmill,  observed,  with  some  concern,  that 
as  there  was  not  the  least  breath  of  wind, 
he  could  not  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it 
turn  round.  Urged  by  this  consideration, 
he  puts  himself  into  the  attitude  of  a  person 
wrapt  in  profound  meditation  ;  and  having 
continued  a  few  seconds  in  this  posture, 
runs  to  the  miller  with  great  eagerness  and 
joy,  and  telling  him  that  he  had  found  an 
expedient  to  make  his  mill  work,  very  fairly 
unbuttons  his  breeches ;  then  presenting  his 
posteriors  to  the  sails  of  the  machine,  cer- 
tain explosions  are  immediately  heard,  and 
the  arms  of  the  mill  begin  to  turn  round,  tc 
the  infinite  satisfaction  of  the  spectators 
who  approve  the  joke  with  loud  peals  of  ap  • 
plause. 

Our  travellers  staid  a  few  days  at  the 
Hague,  during  which  the  young  gentleman 
waited  on  the  British  ambassador,  to  whom 
he  v/as  recommended  by  his  excellency  at 
Paris,  and  lost  about  thirty  guineas  at  bil 
liards  to  a  French  adventurer,  who  decoyec 
him  into  the  snare  by  keeping  up  his  gama 
Then  they  departed  in  a  post-wagon  for 
Amsterdam,  being  provided  with  letters  of 
introduction  to  an  English  merchant  residing 
in  that  city,  under  wiiose  auspices  they  vi- 
sited every  thing  worth  seeing,  and,  among 
other  excursions,  went  to  see  a  Dutch  tra- 
gedy acted  ;  an  entertainment  which,  of  all 
others,  had  the  strangest  effect  upon  the 
organs  of  our  hero  :  the  dress  of  their  chief 
personages  was  so  antic,  their  manner  so 
awkwarldly  absurd,  and  their  language  so 
ridiculously  unfit  for  conveying  the  senti- 
ments of  love  and  honour,  that  Peregrine's 
nerves  were  diuretically  aflfected  with  the 
complicated  absurdity,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  withdraw  twenty  times  before  the  catas- 
trophe of  the  piece. 

The  subject  of  this  performance  was  the 
famous  story  of  Scipio's  continel  ze  and 
virtue,  in  restoring  the  fair  captive  to  lier 
lover.  The  young  Roman  hero  was  repre- 
sented by  a  broad-faced  Batavian,  in  a  burgo- 
master's gown  and  a  fur  cap,  sitting  .'=moking 
his  pipe  at  a  table  furnished  with  a  cann  of 
beer,  a  drinking  glass,  and  a  plate  of  tobacco: 
the  lady  was  such  a  person  as  Scipio  might 
very  well  be  supposed  to  give  away,  without 
any  groat  effort  of  generosity;  and  indeed 
the  CeUiberian  prince  seemed  to  be  of  thai 
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opinion;  for,  upon  receiving  her  from  the 
hand  of  tlic  victor  lie  discovered  none  of 
those  transports  of  gratitude  and  joy  which 
Ijivy  describes  in  recounting  this  event.  The 
Dutch  Scipio,  however,  was  complaisant 
enough  in  iiis  way  ;  for  he  desired  licr  to  sit 
at  his  right  liand,  hy  the  appellation  of  ya 
frow,  and,  with  his  own  lingers,  filling  a 
tlean  i)ipe,  presented  it  to  Mynheer  Alli'.cio, 
tiie  lover.  The  rest  of  the  economy  of  the 
piece  was  in  the  same  taste ;  which  was  so 
agreeable  to  the  audience,  that  they  seemed 
to  have  shaken  off  their  natural  phlegm,  in 
order  to  applaud  the  performance. 

From  the  play  our  company  adjourned  to 
the  house  of  their  friend,  where  they  spent 
the  evening;  and  the  conversation  turning 
upon  poetry,  a  Dutchman  who  was  present, 
and  understood  the  English  language,  having 
listened  very  attentively  to  the  discourse, 
lifted  up  with  both  liands  the  greatest  part  of 
a  Cheshiie  cheese  thai  lay  upon  the  table, 
saying, —  *I  do  know  vat  is  bocter.  Mine 
brotre  be  a  great  boet,  and  ave  vrought  a 
book  as  dick  as  all  dat."  Pickle,  diverted 
with  this  method  of  estimating  an  author  ac- 
cording to  the  quantity  of  his  works,  inquired 
abiut  the  subjects  of  this  bard's  writings ; 
but  of  these  his  brotlier  could  give  no  ac- 
count, or  other  information,  but  that  there 
was  little  market  for  the  connnodity,  which 
hung  heavy  upon  his  hands,  and  induced  him 
to  wish  he  had  applied  himself  to  another 
trade. 

Tiic  only  remarkable  scene  in  Amsterdam 
which  our  company  had  not  seen,  was  the 
Spuyl,  or  music-houses,  which,  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  magistrates,  are  maintained 
for  the  recreation  of  those  who  might  at- 
tempt the  chastity  of  creditable  women,  if 
ihey  were  not  provided  with  such  conve- 
niences. To  one  of  tiiesn  night-houses  did 
our  travellers  repair,  under  the  conduct  of 
t])0  English  merchant,  and  were  introduced 
into  such  another  place  as  the  ever-memora- 
ble coffeehouse  of  Moll  King ;  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  the  company  here  were  not  so 
riotous  as  the  bucks  of  Covcnt-Garden,  but 
formed  themselves  into  a  circle,  within  which 
some  of  the  number  danced  to  the  music  of 
a  scur\'y  organ  and  a  few  other  instruments, 
that  uttered  tunes  very  suitable  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  hearers,  while  the  whole 
apartment  was  shrouded  with  clouds  of 
smoke  impervious  to  the  view.  When  our 
gentlemen  entered,  the  floor  was  occupied 
by  two  females  and  their  galla:its  who,  in 
lie  performance  of  their  exercise,  lifted  their 
legs  like  so  many  oxen  at  plough  ;  and  the 
pipe  of  one  of  those  hoppers  happening  to 
be  exhausted  in  the  midst  of  his  saraband, 
he  very  deJiberately  drew  forth  his  tobacco- 
boy,  filling  and  lighting  it^again,  without  any 
nterruption  to  the  dance.  Pereorine  being 
jnchecliod  by  the  presence  of  his  governor, 
«fho  wa.s  too  tender  of  his  own  reputation  l.o 


attend  them  in  this  expedition,  miido  up  to  a 
sprightly  French  girl,  who  sat  in  seeming 
expectation  of  a  customer,  and,  prevailing 
upon  her  to  be  his  partner,  led  her  into  the 
circle,  and,  in  his  turn,  took  the  opportunity 
of  dancing  a  minuet,  to  the  admiration  of  al 
present.  lie  intended  *.n  have  exhibited 
another  specimen  of  his  ability  in  this  art, 
when  a  captain  of  a  Dutch  man  of  wa. 
chancing  to  come  in,  and  seeing  a  stranger 
engaged  with  the  lady  whom,  it  seems,  he 
had  bespoke  for  his  bedfellow,  he  advanced 
without  any  ceremony,  and  seizing  her  by 
the  arm,  pulled  her  to  the  other  side  of  the 
room.  Our  adventurer,  who  was  not  a  man 
to  put  up  with  such  a  brutal  affront,  followed 
the  ravishcr  with  indignation  in  his  eyes, 
and,  pushing  him  on  one  side,  retook  the 
subject  of  their  contest,  and  led  her  back  to 
the  place  from  whence  she  had  been  dragged. 
The  Dutchman,  enraged  at  the  youth's  pre- 
sumption,  obeyed  the  first  dictates  of  his 
cholcr,  and  lent  his  rival  a  hearty  box  on  the 
ear,  which  was  immediately  repaid  with 
interest,  before  our  hero  could  recollect  him., 
self  sufficiently  to  lay  his  hand  upon  liia 
sword,  and  beckon  the  aggressor  to  the 
door. 

Notwithstanding  the  confusion  and  disor. 
der  which  thi^  affair  produced  in  the  room, 
and  the  endeavours  of  Pickle's  company, 
who  interposed  in  order  to  prevent  bloodshed, 
the  antagonists  reached  the  street ;  and  Per- 
egrine, drawing,  was  surprised  to  see  the 
captain  advance  against  him  with  along  knife, 
whicli  he  preferred  to  the  sword  that  hung  by 
his  side.  The  youth,  confounded  at  this 
preposterous  behaviour,  desired  him  in  the 
French  tongue,  to  lay  aside  that  vulgar  im- 
plement, and  approach  like  a  gentleman:  but 
the  Hollander,  who  neither  understood  the 
proposal,  nor  would  have  complied  with  hi.- 
demand,  had  he  been  made  acquainted  with 
his  meaning,  rushed  forward  like  a  desper- 
ado, before  his  adversary  could  put  himself 
on  his  guard;  and  if  the  young  gentleman 
liad  not  been  endued  with  surprising  agility, 
his  nose  would  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the 
fury  of  the  assailant.  Finding  liimself  in 
such  imminent  jeopardy,  he  leaped  to  one 
side,  and  the  Dutchman  passiHg  him,  in  the 
force  of  his  career,  he,  with  one  nimble  kick,, 
made  such  application  to  his  enemy's  heel.^, 
that  he  flew  like  lightning  into  the  canal, 
where  lie  had  almost  perished,  by  pitching 
upon  one  of  the  posts  with  which  it  is  faceil. 

Peregrine  having  performed  this  exploit,, 
did  not  stay  for  the  captain's  coming  on  sliorc.. 
but  retreated  with  all  dispatch,  by  the  advicf- 
of  his  conductor ;  and  next  day  embarked' 
with  his  companions,  in  tlm  skuyt,  for  llaer- 
lem,  where  they  dined,  and,  in  the  evening, 
arrived  at  the  ancient  city  of  Leyden,  where 
they  met  with  some  English  students,  who 
treated  them  with  great  hospitality  :  not  but 
that  tiie  harmony  of  the  conversation   wa.» 
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that  same  niglit  interrupted,  by  a  dispute  tliat 
arose  between  one  of  tliose  young  gentlemen 
and  the  physician,  about  tlie  cold  and  hot  me- 
Jiods  of  prescription  in  thg  gout  and  rheuma- 
tism ;  and  proceeded  to  such  a  degree  of  mutu- 
al reviling,  that  Pickle,  ashamed  and  incens- 
ed at  his  fellow  traveller's  want  of  urbanity, 
espoused  the  other's  cause,  and  openly  rebuk- 
ed him  for  his  unmannerly  petulance,  which 
(he  said)  rendered  him  unfit  for  the  purposes, 
and  unworthy  of  the  benefit,  of  society.  This 
unexpected  declaration  overwhelmed  the  doc- 
tor with  amazement  and  confusion  ;  he  was 
instantaneously  deprived  of  his  speech,  and, 
.luring  the  remaining  part  of  the  night,  sat  in 
silent  mortification.  In  all  probability,  he 
deliberated  with  himself,  whether  or  not  he 
should  expostulate  with  the  young  gentleman 
on  the  freedom  he  had  taken  with  his  cliar- 
icter  in  a  company  of  strangers  ;  but  as  he 
.jnew  he  had  not  a  Pallet  to  deal  with,  he 
very  prudently  suppressed  that  suggestion, 
and  in  secret  chewed  the  cud  of  resentment. 
After  they  had  visited  the  physic  garden, 
the  university,  the  anatomical  hall,  and  every 
other  thing  tiiat  was  reconiniended  to  their 
view,  they  returned  to  Rotterdam,  and  held 
a  consultation  upon  the  method  of  transport- 
ing themselves  to  England.  The  doctor, 
whose  grudge  against  Peregrine  was  rather 
inflamed  than  allayed  by  our  hero's  indif- 
ference and  neglect,  had  tampered  with  the 
simplicity  of  the  painter,  who  was  proud  of 
his  advances,  towards  a  perfect  reconcilia- 
tion ;  and  noxv  took  the  opportunity  of  part- 
ing with  oi.f  adventurer,  by  declaring  that 
'le  iind  his  friend  Mr  Pallet  were  resolved  to 
lake  their  passage  in  a  trading  sloop,  afler 
he  had  heard  Peregrine  object  against  that 
tedious,  disagreeable,  and  uncertain  method 
.)f  conveyance.  Pickle  immediately  saw  his 
mtention  ;  and,  without  using  the  least  ar- 
^nunent  to  dissuade  them  from  their  design, 
or  expressing  the  smallest  degree  of  concern 
at  their  separation,  very  coolly  wished  them 
a  prosperous  voyage,  a?'d  ordered  his  bag- 
gige  to  be  sent  to  Helvoetsluys.  There  he 
liimself  and  his  retinue  went  on  board  of  the 
packet  next  day,  and,  by  the  favour  of  a  fair 
wind,  in  eighteen  hours  arrived  at  Harwich. 


CHAPTER  LXni. 

• 
Peregrine  delivers  his  letters  of  recojnmen- 
datinn  at  London,  and  returns  to  the  gar- 
rison, to  the  unspeakable  joy  of  the  com- 
modore arid  his  whole  family. 

Slw  tnat  our  hero  found  himself  on  English 
grouiid,  liis  heart  dilated  with  the  proud  re- 
collection of  his  own  improvement  since  he 
left  his  native  soil.  He  began  to  recognize 
the  interesting  ideas  of  his  tender  years;  he 
enjoyed,  by  anticipation  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing his  friends  in  the  garr'son.  aft.cr  an  ab- 


sence of  eighteen  months  ;  and  the  image  of 
his  charming  Emily,  which  other  less  worthy 
considerations  had  depressed,  resumed  the 
full  possession  of  his  breast.  He  remem* 
bored,  with  shame,  that  he  bad  neglected  the 
correspondence  with  her  brother,  which  he 
himself  had  solicited,  and  in  consequence  of 
which  he  had  received  a  letter  from  tha*. 
young  gentleman,  while  helived  at  Parir.  In 
spite  of  these  conscientious  reflections,  he 
was  too  self-suflicient  to  think  he  should  fine 
any  difiiculty  in  obtaining  forgiveness  for  such 
sins  of  omission  ;  and  began  to  imagine,  tha. 
his  passion  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  dig- 
nity of  his  situation,  if  it  could  not  be  grati- 
fied upon  terms  which  formerly  his  imagina- 
tion durst  not  conceive. 

Sorry  I  am,  that  the  task  I  have  under- 
taken, lays  me  under  the  necessity  of  divulg- 
ing this  degeneracy  in  the  sentiments  of  our 
imperious  youth,  who  was  now  in  the  hey 
day  of  his  blood,  flushed  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  his  own  qualifications,  vain  of  his  for- 
tune, and  elated  on  the  wings  of  imaginary 
expectation.  Though  he  was  deeply  ena- 
moured of  Miss  Gauntlet,  he  was  far  from 
proposing  her  heart  as  the  ultimate  aim  of 
his  gallantry,  which  (he  did  not  doubt)  woulc 
triumph  over  the  most  illustrious  females  cf 
the  land,  and  at  once  regale  his  appetite  and 
ambition. 

Meanwhile,  being  willing  to  make  his  Ep- 
pearance  at  the  garrison  equally  surprising 
and  agreeable,  he  cautioned  Mr  Jolter  against 
writing  to  the  commodore,  who  had  not  heard 
of  them  sinc-e  their  departure  from  Paris,  and 
hired  a  post  chaise  and  horses  for  London. 
The  governor,  going  out  to  give  orders  about 
the  carriage,  inadvertently  left  a  paper  book 
open  upon  the  table  ;  and  his  pupil,  casting 
his  eye  upon  the  page,  chanced  to  read  these 

words. "  Sept.    15.     Arrived   in   safety. 

by  the  blessing  of  God,  in  this  unhappy  king- 
dom of  England.     And  thus   concludes   thti 
journal  of  my   last  peregrination."     Pere- 
grine's curiosity  being  inflamed  by  this  ex 
traordinary  conclusion,  he  turned  to  the  be 
ginning,  and  perused  several  sheets  of  a  dairy 
such  as  is  commonly  kept  by  that  class  o' 
people  known  by  the  denomination  of  travci 
ling  governors,  for  the  satisfaction  of  them 
selves  and  the  parents  or  guardians  of  thci 
pupils,  and  for  the  edification  and  entertain 
ment  of  their  friends. 

That  the  reader  may  have  a  clear  idea,  c  i 
Mr  Jolter's  performance,  we  shall  transcribe 
the  transactions  of  one  day,  as  he  had  re- 
corded them  ;  and  that  abstract  will  be  a  sufi. 
ficient  specimen  of  the  whole  plan  and  exe- 
cution of  the  work. 

"  May  3.  At  eight  o'clock  set  out  from 
Boulougne  in  a  post-chaise — the  morning 
hazy  and  cold.  Fortified  my  stomach  with  a 
cordial.  Recommended  ditto  to  Mr  P.  as  an 
antidote  against  the  fog.  Mem.  H(!  refusec 
it.     The  liitlicr  norse  greased  m  the  oflT-paa. 
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tariiof  the  hind  leg.  Arrive  at  Samers.  Mem. 
This  last  was  a  |)ost  and  a  half,  t.  e.  three 
lea^ies,  or  nine  English  miles.  The  day 
clears  up.  A  fine  champaigne  country,  well 
stored  with  corn.  Tlie  postilion  says  his 
prayers  in  passing  hy  a  wooden  criicirix  upon 
the'  road.  Mem.  The  horses  stalled  in  a 
small  brook  that  runs  in  a  bottom  betwi.xt 
two  hills.  Arrive  at  Cormont.  A  common 
post.  A  dispute  witii  my  pupil,  who  is  ob- 
stmate,  and  swayed  by  an  unlucky  prejudice. 
Proceed  to  Montreiui,  where  we  duie  on 
choice  pigeons.  A  very  moderate  charge. 
No  chamber-pot  in  the  room,  owing  to  tlie 
negligence  of  the  maid.  This  is  an  extraor- 
dinary post.  Set  out  again  for  Nampont. 
Troubled  with  flatulencies  and  indige.^tion. 
Mr  P.  is  sullen,  and  seems  to  mistake  an 
eructation  for  the  breaking  of  wind  back- 
wards. From  Nampont  depart  for  Bernay, 
at  which  place  we  arrive  in  the  evening,  and 
propose  to  stay  all  night.  N.B. — The  two 
last  are  double  posts,  and  our  cattle  very 
willing,  though  not  strong.  Sup  on  a  dcli- 
::ate  ragout  and  exxelient  partridges,  in  com- 
pany with  Mr  IJ.  and  his  spouse.  Mem. 
The  said  H.  trod  upon  my  corn  by  mistake. 
Discharge  the  bill,  which  is  not  very  reason- 
able. Dispute  with  Mr  P.  about  giving  mo- 
ney to  the  servant ;  he  insists  upon  my  giv- 
ng  a  twenty-four  sols  piece,  which  is  too 
much  by  two-thirds,  in  all  conscience.  N.B. 
—She  was  a  pert  baggage,  and  did  not  de- 
BCrve  a  liard." 

Our  hero  was  so  much  disobliged  with 
certain  circumstances  of  this  anuising  and 
mstructing  journal,  that,  hy  way  of  punishing 
ihe  author,  he  interlined  these  words  be- 
twixt two  paragraphs,  in  a  manner  that  ex- 
actly resembled  the  tutor's  hand-writing. — 
•'  Mem.  Had  the  pleasure  of  drinking  my- 
self into  a  sweet  intoxication,  by  toasting 
our  lawful  king,  and  his  royal  family,  among 
some  worthy  English  fathers  of  the  society 
of  Jesus." 

Having  taken  this  revenge,  he  set  out  for 
Ijondon,  where  he  waited  upon  those  noble- 
men to  whom  he  had  letters  of  recommen- 
dation from  Paris:  and  was  not  only  gracious- 
ly received,  but  even  loaded  with  caresses 
and  proffers  of  service,  because  they  under- 
stood he  was  a  young  gentleman  of  fortune, 
who,  far  from  standing  in  need  of  their 
countenance  or  assistance,  would  make  an 
uscfid  and  creditable  addition  to  the  number 
of  their  adherents.  He  had  the  honour  of 
dining  at  their  tahjes,  in  consequence  of 
pressing  invitations,  and  of  spending  several 
evenings  with  the  Indies,  to  whom  he  was 
particularly  agieeable,  on  account  of  his 
person,  address,  and  bleeding  freely  at  play. 

Being  thus  initiated  in  the  beau  monde, 
he  thought  it  was  high  time  to  pay  his  res- 
pects to  his  generous  benefactor,  the  com- 
DiOdorc ;  ami  accordingly  departed,  one 
Morning,  with  hie  train,  for  th^  garrison,  at 


which  he  arrived  in  safety  the  same  nighl 
When  he  entered  the  gate,  which  was  open 
ed  by  a  new  servant  that  did  not  know  hint, 
he  *ound  his  old  frii-nd  Hatchway  stalking  in 
the  yard,  with  a  night-cap  on  his  head,  and  ii 
pipe'  in  his  mouth  ;  and,  advancing  to  him, 
took  him  by  tlie  hand,  before  he  bad  any  inti- 
mation of  iiis  approach.  The  lieutenant, 
thus  saluted  by  a  stranger,  stared  at  him  in 
silent  astonishment,  till  he  recollected  his 
features,  which  were  no  sooner  known,  than, 
dashing  the  pipe  upon  the  pavement,  he  ex- 
claimed,— "  Smite  my  cross-trees  !  th'art 
welcome  to  port ;"  and  hugged  him  in  h'.e 
arms  with  great  affection.  He  then,  by  a 
cordial  squeeze,  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
seeing  liis  old  shipmatQ  Tom,  who  applying 
his  whistle  to  his  mouth,  tiie  whole  castle 
echoed  with  his  performance. 

The  servants,  hearing  the  well-known 
sound,  poured  out  in  a  tunuilt  of  joy;  and, 
understanding  that  their  young  master  vvu.s 
returned,  raised  such  a  peal  of  acclamation, 
as  astonished  the  commodore  and  his  lady, 
and  inspired  Julia  with  such  an  interesting 
presage,  that  her  heart  began  to  throb  with 
violence.  Running  out  in  the  hurry  and 
perturbation  of  her  hope,  she  was  so  much 
overwhelmed  at  sight  of  her  brother,  that 
she  actually  fainted  in  his  arms.  But  from 
this  trance  she  soon  awaked;  and  Peregrine, 
having  testified  his  pleasure  and  affection, 
went  up  stairs,  and  presented  himself  before 
his  godfather  and  aunt.  Mrs  Trunnion  rose 
and  received  him  with  a  gracious  embrace, 
blessing  God  for  his  happy  return  from  a 
land  of  impiety  and  vice,  in  which  she  hoped 
his  morals  had  not  been  corrupted  nor  his 
principles  of  religion  altered  or  impaired. 
The  old  gentleman  being  confined  to  his 
chair,  was  struck  dumb  with  pleasure  at  his 
appearance:  and,  having  made  divers  inef- 
fectual efforts  to  get  up,  al  length  discharged 
a  volley  of  curses  against  his  own  limbs,  and 
held  out  his  hand  to  his  godson,  who  kissed 
it  with  great  respect. 

Afler  he  had  finished  his  apostrophe  to 
the  gout,  which  was  the  daily  and  hourly 
subject  of  his  execrations, — "  Well,  my  lad," 
saiii  he,  "I  care  not  how  soon  I  go  to  the 
bottom,  now  I  behold  thee  safe  in  harbour 
again ;  and  yet  I  tell  a  dainn'd  lie  ;  I  would 
1  could  keep  afloat  until  I  should  see  a  lusty 
boy  of  thy  begetting.  Odds  my  timbers  I 
I  love  thee  so  well,  that  I  believe  thou  art 
the  spawn  of  my  own  body;  though  I  can 
give  no  account  of  thy  being  put  upon  the 
stocks."  Then  turning  his  eye  upon  Pipes, 
who  by  this  time  had  penetrated  into  his 
apartment,  and  addressed  him  with  the  usual 
salutation  of  "what  cheer]"  -  Ahey,"  cried 
he,  "are  vou  there  you  herring-faced  sou  of 
a  sea-calf']  what  a  slippery  trick  you  playei 
your  old  commander!  but  come,  you  dog 
there's  my  fist ;  I  forgive  you,  for  the  lev 
you    bear   to   my   godson.       Go,  man   yo» 


181) 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


ttckle,  and  hoist  a  cask  of  strong  beer  into 
the  yard,  knock  out  the  bung,  and  put  a 
|)ump  in  it,  for  the  use  of  all  my  servants  and 
rieighbour.s  ;  and,  d'ye  hear,  let  the  patere- 
rocs  be  fired,  and  the  garrison  illuminated, 
:is  rejoicings  for  the  safe  arrival  of  your 
mariter.  By  the  Lord  !  if  I  had  the  use  of 
these  dainii'd  shambling  shanks,  I  Vi'ould 
dance  a  hornpipe  with  the  best  of  you." 

The  next  object  of  liis  attention  was  Mr 
Jolter,  who  was  honoured  with  particular 
tnarks  of  distinction,  and  the  repeated  pro- 
mise of  enjoying  t!ie  living  in  his  gift,  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  care  and  discretion 
with  which  he  had  superintended  the  edu- 
cation and  morals  of  our  hero.  The  gover- 
nor was  so  affected  by  the  generosity  of  his 
patron,  that  the  teai%  ran  down  his  cheeks, 
vvhile  he  expressed  his  gratitude,  and  the 
mfmite  satisfaction  he  felt,  in  contemplating 
the  accomplishments  of  his  pupil. 

Meanwhile  Pipes  did  not  neglect  the  orders 
he  had  received  ;  the  beer  was  produced,  the 
gates  were  thrown  open  for  the  admission  of 
all  comers,  the  whole  house  was  liglited  up, 
ond  the  patereroes  were  discharged  in  re- 
peated volleys.  Such  phenomena  could  not 
fail  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. Tlie  club  at  Tunley's  were  astonished 
at  the  report  of  the  guns,  which  produced 
various  conjectures  among  the  members  of 
that  sagacious  society.  Tlie  landlord  ob- 
served, that,  in  all  hkelihood,  the  commodore 
was  visited  by  hobgoblins,  and  ordered  the 
guns  to  be  fired  in  token  of  distress,  as  he 
had  acted  twenty  years  before,  when  he  was 
•innoyed  by  the  same  grievance.  The  ex- 
ciseman, with  a  waggish  sneer,  expressed 
his  apprehension  of  Trunnion's  death,  in  con- 
fiequence  of  which  the  patereroes  might  be 
discharged  with  an  equivocal  intent,  either 
as  signals  of  his  lady's  sorrow  or  rejoicing. 
The  attorney  signified  a  suspicion  of  Hatch- 
way's being  married  to  Miss  Pickle,  and  that 
the  firing  and  illuminations  were  in  honour 
of  the  nuptials  :  upon  which  Gamaliel  dis- 
covered some  famt  signs  of  emotion,  and, 
taking  the  pipe  from  his  mouth,  gave  it  as 
hie  opinion,  that  his  sister  was  brought  to 
bed. 

Wliile  they  were  thus  bewildered  in  the 
maze  of  their  own  imaginations,  a  company 
of  countrymen,  who  sat  drinking  in  the 
kitchen,  and  whose  legs  were  more  ready 
than  their  invention,  saliied  out  to  know  the 
•Meaning  of  these  exhibitions.  Understand- 
ing that  there  was  a  butt  of  strong  beer  a- 
broach  in  the  yard,  to  which  they  were  in- 
vited by  the  servants,  they  saved  themselves 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  returning  to  spend 
the  evening  at  the  public  house,  and  listed 
.liemselves  under  the  banner  of  Tom  Pipes, 
wlio  presided  as  director  of  this  festival. 

The  news  of  Peregrine's  return  being 
pom.niunicated  to  the  parish,  the  parson,  and 
i^roe  or  four  neighbouring  gentlemen,  who 


were  wellwishers  to  our  hero,  immediately 
repaired  to  the  garrison,  in  order  to  pay  then 
compliments  on  this  happy  event,  and  were 
detained  to  supper.  An  elegant  entertain- 
ment was  prepared  by  the  direction  of  Mis? 
Julia,  who  was  an  excellent  housewife ;  and 
the  commodore  was  so  invigorated  with  joy 
that  he  seemed  to  have  renewed  his  age. 

Among  those  who  honoured  the  occasior 
with  his  presence  was  Mr  Clover,  the  young 
gentleman  that  made  his  addresses  to  Pere- 
grine's sister.  His  heart  was  so  big  with  his 
passion,  that,  while  the  rest  of  the  company 
were  engrossed  by  their  cups,  he  seized  an 
opportunity  of  our  hero's  being  detached 
from  the  conversation,  and,  in  the  impatience 
of  his  love,  conjured  him  to  consent  to  his 
happiness  ;  protesting,  that  he  would  comply 
with  any  terms  of  settlement  that  a  man  of 
his  fortune  could  embrace,  in  favour  of  a 
young  lady,  who  was  absolute  mistress  of 
his  affection. 

Our  youth  thanked  him  very  politely  for 
his  favourable  sentiments  and  honourable  in- 
tention towards  his  sister,  and  told  him,  that 
at  present  he  saw  no  reason  to  obstruct  his 
desire ;  that  he  would  consult  Julia's  own 
inclination,  and  confer  with  liim  about  the 
means  of  gratifying  his  wish  ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  begged  to  be  excused  from  dis- 
cussing any  point  of  such  importance  to  them 
both.  Reminding  him  of  the  jovial  purpose 
on  which  they  were  happily  met,  he  pro- 
moted  such  a  quick  circulation  of  the  bottle, 
that  their  mirth  grew  noisy  and  obstreperous ; 
tliey  broke  forth  into  repeated  peals  of 
laughter,  without  any  previous  incitement, 
except  that  of  claret.  These  explosions 
were  succeeded  by  Bacchanalian  songs,  in 
which  the  old  gentleman  himself  attempted 
to  bear  a  share ;  the  sedate  governor  snapped 
time  with  his  fingers,  and  the  parish  priest 
assisted  in  the  chorus,  with  a  most  expres- 
sive nakedness  of  countenance.  Before  mid- 
night, they  were  almost  all  pinned  to  their 
chairs,  as  if  they  had  been  fixed  by  the  power 
of  enchantment ;  and,  what  rendered  tho 
confinement  still  more  mifortunate,  every 
servant  in  the  house  was  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  so  that  they  were  fain  to  take  theii 
repose  as  they  sat,  and  nodded  at  each  other 
like  a  congregation  of  anabaptists. 

Next  day  Peregrine  communed  with  hia 
sister  on  the  subject  of  her  match  with  Mr 
Clover,  who  (she  told  him)  had  offered  to 
settle  a  jointure  of  four  hundred  pounds,  and 
take  her  to  wife,  without  any  expectation  ot 
a  dowry.  She  moreover  gave  him  to  under- 
stand,  that,  in  his  absence,  she  had  received 
several  messages  from  lier  mother,  com- 
manding her  to  return  to  her  father's  house ; 
but  that  she  had  refused  to  obey  these  orders, 
by  the  advice  and  injunction  of  her  aunt  and 
the  commodore,  which  were  indeed  seconded 
by  her  own  inclination  ;  because  she  had  a)] 
the  reason  in  the  world  to  believe-  tl?at  h« 
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n.other  only  wanted  an  opportunity  of  treating 
lier  with  severity  and  rancour.  The  re- 
sentiuent  of  that  lady  had  been  carried  to 
such  indecent  longtlis,  that,  seeing  herdaugii- 
ler  at  church  one  day,  she  rose  up  before  the 
parson  entered,  and  reviled  her  with  great 
bitterness  in  the  face  of  the  whole  congre- 
gation. 


CHAPTER  LXVII. 

Sees  his  sister  happily  married — visits 
Emily,  who  receives  him  accordiiiff  to 
his  deserts. 

Hek  brother  being  of  opinion  that  Mr 
Clover's  proposal  was  not  to  be  neglected, 
especially  as  Julia's  heart  was  engaged  in 
his  favour,  communicated  the  artair  to  his 
uncle,  who,  with  the  approbation  of  Mrs 
Trunnion,  declared  himself  well  satisfied 
with  the  young  man's  addresses,  and  desired 
that  they  might  be  buckled  with  all  expe- 
dition, without  the  knowledge  or  concur- 
rence of  her  parents,  to  whom  (on  account 
of  their  unnatural  barbarity)  she  was  not 
bound  to  pay  the  least  regard.  Though  our 
adventurer  entertained  the  same  sentiments 
of  the  matter,  and  the  lover  dreading  some 
obstruction,  earnestly  begged  the  immediate 
condescension  of  his  mistress,  she  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  take  such  a  material 
step,  without  having  first  solicited  the  per- 
mission of  her  father,  resolving,  nevertheless, 
to  comply  with  the  dictates  of  her  own  heart, 
should  his  objections  be  frivolous  or  unjust. 

Urged  by  this  determination,  her  admirer 
waited  upon  Mr  Gamaliel  at  the  public- 
house,  and,  with  the  appearance  of  great 
deference  and  respect,  made  him  acquainted 
with  his  affection  for  his  daughter,  communi- 
cated the  particulars  of  his  fortune,  with  the 
terms  of  settlement  he  was  ready  to  make ; 
and,  in  conclusion,  told  him,  that  he  would 
marry  her  without  a  portion.  This  last  offer 
seemed  to  have  some  weight  with  the  father, 
who  received  it  with  civility,  and  promised 
in  a  day  or  two  to  favour  him  w'ith  a  final 
answer  to  his  demand.  He,  accordingly, 
that  same  evening  consulted  his  wife,  wlio 
being  exasperated  at  the  prospect  of  her 
daughter's  independency,  argued  with  the 
most  virulent  expostulation  against  the 
match,  as  an  impudent  scheme  of  her  own 
planning,  with  a  view  of  insidting  her  pa- 
rents, towards  whom  she  had  already  been 
guilty  of  the  most  vicious  disobedience.  In 
short,  she  used  such  remonstrances,  as  not 
only  averted  this  weak  husband's  inch  nation 
from  the  proposal,  which  he  had  relished  be- 
fore, but  even  instigated  him  to  apply  for  a 
warrant  to  apprehend  his  daughter,  on  the 
Bupposition  tliat  she  was  about  to  bestow 
herself  in  mfffriage  without  his  privity  or 
consent. 


The  justice  of  peace,  to  whom  this  applu 
cation  was  made,  though  he  could  not  refuse 
the  order,  yet,  being  no  stranger  to  tiic  male- 
volence of  tiie  mother,  wiiich,  together  with 
Gamaliel's  simplicity,  was  notorious  in  the 
county,  he  sent  an  intimation  of  what  had 
happened  to  the  garrison  ;  upon  which  a 
couple  of  sentinels  were  placed  on  the  gate, 
and,  at  the  |)ressing  solicitation  of  the  lover, 
as  well  as  tiie  desire  of  the  commodore,  her 
brother,  and  aunt,  Julia  was  wedded  without 
furtiier  delay  ;  the  ceremony  being  perform- 
ed by  Mr  Jolter,  because  the  parish  priest 
prudently  declined  any  occasion  of  giving 
ofience,  and  the  curate  was  too  much  in  the 
interest  of  llieir  enemies  to  be  employed  in 
that  office. 

This  domestic  concern  being  settled  to  tlie 
satisfaction  of  our  hero,  he  escorted  her  next 
day  to  the  house  of  her  husband,  who  iin- 
mediatcly  wrote  a  letter  to  her  father,  declar- 
ing liis  reasons  for  having  thus  superseded 
his  authority;  and  Mrs  Pickle's  mortification 
was  unspeakable. 

That  the  new  married  couple  might  be 
guarded  against  all  insult,  our  young  gen- 
tleman and  his  friend  Hatchway  with  their 
adherents,  lodged  in  JMr  Clover's  house  for 
some  weeks  ;  during  which  they  visited  their 
acquaintance  in  the  neighbourhood,  accord- 
ing to  custom.  When  the  tranquillity  of 
tiieir  family  was  perfectly  established,  and 
the  contract  of  marriage  executed  in  the 
presence  of  the  old  commodore  and  his  lady, 
who  gave  her  niece  five  iiundred  pounds  to 
purchase  jewels  and  clothes,  Mr  Peregrine 
could  no  longer  restrain  his  impatience  to 
see  his  dear  Emilia;  and  told  his  uncle,  that 
next  day  he  proposed  to  ride  across  the 
country,  in  order  to  visit  his  friend  Gauntlet, 
whom  he  had  not  heard  of  for  a  long  time. 

The  old  gentleman,  looking  stedfastly  in 
his  face, — "Ah  !  damn  your  cunning  !"  said 
he,  "  I  find  the  anchor  holds  fast !  1  did  sup- 
pose as  how  you  would  have  slipt  your  cable 
and  changed  your  birth  ;  but  I  see,  when  a 
young  fellow  is  once  brought  up  by  a  pretty 
wench,  he  may  man  liis  capstans  and  viol 
block  if  he  wool ;  but  he'll  as  soon  heave  up 
the  Peak  of  Tencriffe,  as  bring  his  anchor 
a-weigh !  Odds  keartlikins  !  had  I  known 
the  young  woman  was  Ned  Gauntlet's 
daughter,  I  shouldn't  have  thrown  out  a 
signal  for  leaving  off  chase." 

Our  adventurer  was  not  a  little  surprised 
to  hear  the  commodore  talk  in  this  style ; 
and  immediately  conjectured  that  his  friend 
Godfrey  had  informed  him  of  tiie  whole 
affair.  Instead  of  listening  to  this  appro- 
bation of  his  flame  with  those  transports  of 
joy  which  he  would  have  felt,  had  ho  letain- 
ed  his  former  sentiments,  he  was  chagrined 
at  Trunnion's  declaration,  and  offended  ut 
the  presumption  of  the  young  soldier,  in  pre- 
suming to  disclose  the  socret  with  which  lio 
hud   intrusted    him.     llcddoniiif!;  with  ihesu 
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reflections,  he  assured  the  commodore,  that 
.ie  never  liad  serious  thouglits  of  matrimony; 
60  that,  S  any  person  had  told  liim  he  was 
under  any  engagement  of  tliat  kind,  he  liad 
abused  iiis  ear:  for  he  proit^i^d  that  he 
would  never  contract  such  attachments 
wit'iout   liis   knowledge   and    permission. 

Trunnion  commended  him  for  his  prudent 
resolution,  and  observed,  that,  though  no 
person  mentioned  to  him  what  promises  had 
i>assed  betwixt  him  and  his  sweetheart,  it 
'.vas  very  plain  that  he  had  made  love  to  her; 
;ind,  tlierefore,  it  was  to  be  supposed  that 
iiis  intentions  were  honourable;  for  he  could 
not  believe  he  was  such  a  rogue  in  his  heart, 
as  to  endeavour  to  debauch  the  daughter  of 
a  brave  officer,  who  had  served  his  country 
with  credit  and  reputation.  Notwithstanding 
this  remonstrance,  which  Pickle  imputed  to 
the  commodore's  ignorance  of  the  world,  he 
eet  out  for  the  habitation  of  Mrs  Gauntlet, 
tvith  the  unjustifiable  sentiments  of  a  man  of 
oleasure,  who  sacrifices  every  consideration 
jO  the  desire  of  his  ruling  appetite  ;  and,  as 
Winchester  lay  in  his  way,  resolved  to  visit 
(jome  of  his  friends  who  lived  in  that  place. 
ft  was  in  the  house  of  one  of  these  that  he 
was  informed  of  Emilia's  being  then  in  town 
with  her  mother ;  upon  which  he  excused 
himself  from  staying  to  drink  tea,  and  im- 
mediately repaired  to  their  lodgings,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  he  had  received. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  door,  instead  of 
undergoing  that  perturbation  of  spirits  which 
a  lover  in  his  interesting  situation  might  be 
supposed  to  feel,  he  suffered  no  emotion  but 
that  of  vanity  and  pride,  favoured  with  an 
opportunity  of  self-gratification,  and  entered 
his  Emilia's  apartment  with  the  air  of  a  con- 
ceited petit-maitre,  rather  than  that  of  the 
respectful  admirer,  when  he  visits  the  object 
of  his  passion,  after  an  absence  of  seventeen 
months. 

The  young  lady,  having  been  very  much 
disobliged  at  his  mortifying  neglect  of  her 
brother's  letter,  had  summoned  all  her  own 
pride  and  resolution  to  her  aid ;  and,  by 
means  of  a  happy  disposition,  so  far  over- 
came her  chagrin  at  his  indifference,  that 
she  was  able  to  behave  in  his  presence  with 
apparent  tranquillity  and  ease.  She  was  even 
pleased  to  find  he  had,  by  accident,  chosen  a 
time  for  his  visit  when  she  was  surrounded 
by  two  or  three  young  gentlemen,  who  pro- 
fessed themselves  iier  admirers.  Our  gallant 
was  no  sooner  announced,  than  she  collected 
a  I'  her  coquetry,  put  on  the  gayest  air  she 
co-.ild  assume,  and  contrived  to  giggle  just 
Hs  he  appeared  at  the  room  door.  The  com- 
pliments of  salutation  being  performed,  she 
welcomed  him  to  England  in  a  careless  man- 
ner, asked  tiie  news  of  Paris,  and,  before  he 
could  make  any  reply,  desired  one  of  the 
other  gentlemen  to  proceed  with  tiie  sequel 
of  that  comical  adventure,  in  the  relation  of 
ivhich  he  had  been  interrupted. 


Peregrine  smiled  within  himself  at  this  be- 
haviour, which  (without  all  doubt)  he  be- 
lieved she  had  affected,  to  punish  liim  for  hia 
unkind  silence  while  he  was  abroad,  being 
fully  persuaded  that  ner  heart  was  absolutely 
at  hio  devotion,  (ju  this  supposition,  he 
practised  his  Parisian  improvements  in  the 
art  of  conversation,  and  uttered  a  thousand 
prettinesses  in  the  way  of  compliment,  w:th 
such  incredible  rotation  of  tongue,  that  his 
rivals  were  struck  dumb  with  astonishment, 
and  Emilia  fretted  out  of  all  temper,  at  see- 
ing herself  deprived  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
sex.  He  persisted,  hov.'ever,  in  this  sur- 
prising loquacity,  until  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany thought  proper  to  withdraw,  and  then 
contracted  his  discourse  into  tlie  locus  ot 
love,  which  now  put  on  a  very  different  ap- 
pearance from  tliat  which  it  had  formerly 
worn.  Instead  of  awful  veneration,  whici\ 
her  presence  used  to  inspire,  that  chastity  of 
sentiment,  and  delicacy  of  expression,  he 
now  gazed  upon  her  with  the  eyes  of  a  lib- 
ertine; he  glowed  with  the  impatience  of  de- 
sire, talked  in  a  strain  that  barely  kept  with- 
in the  bounds  of  decency,  and  attempted  to 
snatch  such  favours,  as  she,  in  the  tender- 
ness of  mutual  acknowledgment,  had  once 
vouchsafed  to  bestow. 

Grieved  and  offended  as  she  was,  at  thie 
palpable  alteration  in  his  carriage,  she  dis- 
dained to  remind  him  of  his  former  deport 
ment,  and,  with  dissembled  good  humour 
rallied  him  on  the  progress  he  had  made  in 
gallantry  and  address  ;  but,  far  from  submit- 
ting to  the  liberties  he  would  have  taken,  she 
kept  her  person  sacred  from  his  touch,  and 
would  not  even  suffer  him  to  ravish  a  kiss 
of  her  fair  hand  ;  so  that  he  reaped  no  othei 
advantage  from  the  exercise  of  his  talents, 
during  this  interview,  which  lasted  a  whole 
hour,  than  that  of  knowing  he  had  overrated 
his  own  importn.nce,  and  that  Emily's  heart 
was  not  a  garrison  likely  to  surrender  at 
discretion. 

At  length  his  addresses  were  interrupted  by 
the  arrival  of  the  mother,  who  had  gone 
abroad  to  visit  by  herself;  and  the  conversa- 
tion becoming  more  general,  he  understood 
that  Godfrey  was  at  London,  soliciting  for  a 
lieutenancy  that  had  fallen  vacant  in  the  re- 
giment to  which  he  belonged  ;  and  that  Misa 
Sophy  was  at  home  with  her  father. 

Though  our  adventurer  had  not  met  with 
all  the  success  he  expected  by  his  first  visit,  he 
did  not  despair  of  reducing  the  fortress,  be- 
lieving that  in  time  there  would  be  a  mutiny 
in  his  favour;  and,  accordingly,  carried  on 
the  siege  for  several  days,  without  profiting 
by  bis  perseverance;  till,  at  length,  having 
attended  the  ladies  to  their  own  house  in  the 
country,  he  began  to  look  upon  this  adven- 
ture as  time  mis-spent,  and  resolved  to  dis- 
continue  his  attack,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with 
a  more  favourable  occasion;  be.ng,  in  In* 
mean  timu,  ambitious  of  displaying,  in  au 
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Higher  sjiien  those  quiilificalioiis  which  his 
ranity  lold  liim  wore  at  present  misapplied. 


CHAPTER  LXVEI. 

He  attends  his  nncle  with  great  affection 
durinsr  a  fit  of  illness — sets  out  ai'ninfor 
London — meets  with  his  friend  (iodfrey, 
who  is  prevailed  upon  to  accompany  him 
to  Bath;  on  the  road  to  which  place  th  tj 
ihancc  to  dine  tcith  a  person  xvho  enter- 
tains them  with  a  curious  account  of  a 
certain  company  of  adventurers. 

Thus  determined,  lie  took  leave  of  Emilia  and 
iicr  mother,  on  pretence  of  goin^to  London, 
upon  some  urgent  business,  and  returned  to 
tlie  garrison,  leaving  the  good  old  lady  very 
nuich  concerned,  and  the  daughter  incensed  at 
his  behaviour,  whicii  was  tlie  uiore  unexpect- 
ed, because  Godfrey  had  told  them  that  the 
commodore  approved  of  his  nephew's  passion. 

Our  adventurer  found  his  uncle  so  ill  of  the 
gout,  which,  for  the  first  time,  liad  taken 
possession  of  his  stomach,  that  his  life  was 
in  imminent  danger,  and  the  whole  family  in 
disorder;  he,  therefore,  took  the  reins  of 
government  in  his  own  hands,  sent  for  all 
the  physicians  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  at- 
tended him  in  person  with  the  most  affec- 
tionate care  during  the  whole  fit,  which 
iastcd  a  fortnight,  and  then  retired  before 
tlic  strength  of  his  constitution. 

When  the  old  gentleman  recovered  liis 
health,  he  was  so  penetrated  with  Peregrine's 
behaviour,  that  he  actually  would  have  made 
over  to  him  his  whole  fortune,  and  depended 
upon  him  for  his  own  subsistence,  had  not 
our  youth  opposed  the  execution  of  the  deed 
with  all  his  influence  and  might,  and  even 
persuaded  him  to  make  a  will,  in  which  his 
friend  Hatchway  and  all  his  other  adherents 
v.-cre  liberally  remembered,  and  his  aunt  pro- 
vided for  on  her  own  terms.  This  material 
point  being  settled,  he,  with  his  uncle's  per- 
mission, departed  for  London,  after  having 
seen  the  family  affairs  established  under  the 
direction  .-^nd  administration  of  Mr  .Toiler  and 
the  lieutenant ;  for,  by  this  time,  Mrs  Trun- 
nion was  wholly  occupied  with  her  spiritual 
cmcerns. 

On  hiu  first  arrival  at  London,  he  sent  a 
•  i.id  to  the  lodgings  of  Gauntlet,  in  con- 
Lti,uencp  of  a  direction  from  his  mother ; 
and  ih&t  young  gentleman  waited  on  him 
next  morning,  though  not  with  that  alacrity 
rf  countenance  and  warmth  of  friendship 
\'hich  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
Litimacy  of  their  former  connexion.  Nor 
v^as  Peregrine  himself  actuated  by  the  same 
unreserved  affection  for  the  soldier  which  he 
bad  formerly  entertained.  Godfrey,  over  and 
ibove  the  offence  he  had  taken  at  Pickle's 
emission  in  point  of  corresponding  with  him, 
nad  been  irformed  by  a  Ict'er  from  his  mother 
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of  the  youth's  cavalier  behaviour  to  En.ili;' 
during  his  last  residence  at  Winchester;  and 
our  young  gentleman  (as  we  have  already 
observed)  was  disgusted  at  the  supposed 
discovery  which  the  soldier  had  mad(!  m  hib 
absence  to  the  conunodore.  They  perceived 
their  mutual  umbrage;  at  meeting,  and  re- 
ceived  each  other  with  that  civility  of  re- 
serve which  commonly  hap|)cns  between  Iwc 
persons  when  their  friendship  is  in  the  wane 

Gauntlet  at  once  divined  the  cause  ot  inc 
other's  displeasure  ;  and,  in  order  to  viiulicatc 
his  own  character,  after  the  first  complimentj* 
were  passed,  took  the  opportunity,  on  in 
quiring  after  the  health  of  the  commodore 
to  tell  Peregrine,  that,  while  he  tarried  at 
the  garrison,  on  his  return  from  Dovtir,  the 
subject  of  the  conversation  one  night  hap. 
pening  to  turn  on  our  herivs  passion,  the  old 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  concern  about 
that  allair;  and,  among  other  observations, 
said,  he  supposed  the  object  of  his  love  wa.^ 
some  paltry  hussy,  whom  he  had  picked  up 
when  he  was  a  boy  at  school.  Upon  wliici) 
Mr  Hatchway  assured  him,  that  she  was  a 
young  woman  of  as  good  a  family  as  any  in 
the  county;  and,  after  having  pre])ossessed 
him  in  her  favour,  ventured  (out  of  the  zeal 
of  his  friendship;  to  tell  who  she  was  :  where- 
fore the  discovery  was  not  to  be  imputed  t, 
any  other  cause  ;  and  he  hoped  Mr  Pickle 
would  acquit  him  of  all  share  in  the  transaction. 

Peregrine  was  very  well  pleased  to  be  thus 
undeceived  ;  his  countenance  immediately 
cleared  up,  the  formality  of  his  behaviour 
relaxed  into  his  usual  familiarity  ;  he  a.«;ked 
pardon  for  his  unmannerly  neglect  of  God- 
frey's letter,  which,  he  protested,  was  not 
owing  to  any  disregard,  or  abatement  of 
friendship,  but  to  the  hurry  cf  youthful  en- 
gagements, in  consequence  of  whicii  he  had 
procrastinated  his  answer  from  time  to  time, 
until  he  was  ready  to  return  in  person. 

The  young  soldier  was  contented  witli 
this  apology;  and,  as  Pickle's  intention,  with 
respect  to  his  sister,  was  still  dubious  and 
undeclared,  he  did  not  think  it  was  in- 
cumbcnt  upon  him,  as  yet,  to  express  any 
resentment  on  that  score ;  but  was  wise 
enough  to  foresee,  that  the  renewal  of  his 
intimacy  with  our  young  gentleman  might  be 
the  means  of  reviving  that  flame  which  had 
been  dissi[)ated  by  a  variety  of  new  ideas 
With  those  sentiments  he  laid  aside  all  re- 
serve, and  their  communication  immediately 
resumed  its  former  channel.  Peregrine  made 
him  acquainted  with  all  the  adventures  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged  since  their 
parting;  and  he,  with  the  same  confidence, 
related  the  remarkable  incidents  of  his  own 
fate;  among  other  things  giving  him  to  un- 
derstand, that,  upon  obtaining  a  commission 
in  the  army,  the  fithcr  of  his  dear  Sophy, 
without  once  inquiring  about  the  occasion  of 
his  promotion,  had  not  only  favoured  hu;! 
with  his  countenance  i:i  a  mucii  gre.mier  de 
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jjree  than  heretofore,  but  also  contributed  his 
interest,  and  even  promised  the  assistance  of 
his  purse,  in  procuring  for  him  a  lieutenancy, 
ft'hioh  he  was  then  soliciting  with  all  his 
power;  whereas,  if  he  had  not  been  enabled, 
by  a  most  accidental  piece  of  good  fortune, 
to  lift  himself  into  the  sphere  of  an  officer, 
lie  had  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  believe 
I  hat  this  gentleman,  and  all  the  rest  of  his 
wealthy  relations,  would  have  suffered  him 
to  languish  in  obscurity  and  distress  ;  and  by 
turning  his  misfortune  into  i-eproach,  make 
it  a  plea  for  theii  own  want  of  generosity 
'lud  friendship. 

Peregrine,  understanding  the  situation  of 
Ins  friend's  affixirs,  would  have  accommodat- 
ed him  upon  the  instant  with  a  sum  to  accele- 
I'ate  the  passage  of  his  commission  through 
the  offices;  but,  being  too  well  acquainted 
with  his  scrupulous  disposition,  to  manifest 
his  benevolence  in  that  manner,  he  found 
means  to  introduce  himself  to  one  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  v/ar-office,  who  was  so  well 
satisfied  with  the  arguments  he  used  in  behalf 
of  his  friend,  that  Godfrey's  business  was 
transacted  in  a  very  few  days,  though  he 
himself  knew  nothing  of  his  interest  being 
thus  reinforced. 

By  this  time,  the  season  at  Bath  was 
begun ;  and  our  hero,  panting  with  the  desire 
of  distinguishing  himself  at  that  resort  of  the 
fashionable  world,  communicated  his  design 
of  going  thither  to  his  friend  Godfrey,  whom 
he  importuned  to  accomptiny  him  in  the 
excursion  ;  and  leave  of  absence  from  his 
regiment  being  obtained  by  the  influence  of 
Peregrine's  new  quality  friends,  the  two 
companions  departed  from  London  in  a"post- 
chaise,  attended,  as  usual,  by  the  valet  de 
chambre  and  Pipes,  who  were  become  almost 
as  necessary  to  our  adventurer  as  any  two  of 
his  own  organs. 

At  the  inn,  v/hen  they  alighted  for  dinner, 
Godfrey  perceived  a  person  walking  by  him- 
self in  the  yard,  with  a  very  pensive  air,  and, 
upon  observing  him  more  narrowly,  recognis- 
ed him  to  be  a  professed  gamester,  whom  he 
liad  formerly  known  at  Tunbridge.  On  the 
Ktrength  of  tliis  acquaintance,  he  accosted 
the  peripatetic,  who  knew  him  immediately  ; 
n;id,  in  the  fulness  of  his  grief  and  vexation, 
I  old  him,  that  he  was  now  on  his  return  from 
Hath,  wlierc  he  had  been  stripped  by  a  com- 
pany of  sharpers,  who  resented  that  he  should 
presume  to  trade  upon  liLs  own  bottom. 

Peregrine,  who  was  extremely  curious  in 
'lis  inquiries,  imagining  that  he  might  learn 
;ome  entertaining  and  useful  anecdotes  from 
ihe  artist,  invited  him  to  dinner,  and  was 
accordingly  fully  informed  of  all  the  political 
systems  at  Bath.  He  understood  that  there 
was  at  London  one  great  company  of  adven- 
jurers,  who  employed  agents  in  all  Vie  dif- 
ferent branches  of  imposition  throughout  the 
«vhole  kingdom  of  England,  allowing  these 
ministers  a  certain  proportion  of  the  profits 


accruing  from  their  industry  and  skill,  and 
reserving  the  greatest  share  for  the  benefit 
of  the  common  stock,  which  was  cliargeable 
with  the  exponce  of  fitting  out  individuals  in 
their  various  pursuits,  as  well  as  with  the 
loss  sustained  in  the  course  of  their  adven- 
tures. Some,  whose  persons  and  qualifica 
tions  are  by  the  company  judged  adequate  to 
the  task,  exert  their  talents  in  making  love 
to  ladies  of  fortune,  being  accommodated 
with  money  and  accoutrements  for  that  pur- 
pose,  after  having  given  their  bonds  payable 
to  one  or  other  of  the  directors,  on  the  day 
of  marriage,  for  certain  sums,  proportioned 
to  the  dowries  they  are  to  receive.  Others, 
versed  in  the  doctrine  of  chances,  and  certain 
secret  expedients,  frequent  all  those  places 
where  games  of  hazard  are  allowed  ;  and  such 
as  are  masters  in  the  arts  of  billiards,  ten- 
nis, and  bowls,  are  continually  lying  in  wait, 
in  all  the  scenes  of  these  diversions,  for  the 
ignorant  and  unwary.  A  fourth  class  attend 
horse-races,  being  skilled  in  those  mysterious 
practices  by  which  the  knowing  ones  are 
taken  in.  Nor  is  this  community  unfurnish- 
ed with  those  who  lay  wanton  wives  and  old 
rich  widows  under  contribution,  and  extort 
money  by  prostituting  themselves  to  the 
embraces  of  their  own  sex,  and  then  threa- 
tening  their  admirers  with  prosecution.  But 
their  most  important  returns  are  made  by 
that  body  of  their  undertakers  who  exercise 
their  understandings  in  the  innumerable 
stratagems  of  the  card-table,  at  which  nc 
sharper  can  be  too  infamous  to  be  received, 
and  even  caressed,  by  persons  of  the  highest 
rank  and  distinction.  Among  other  articles 
of  intelligence,  our  young  gentleman  learned, 
that  those  agents,  by  whom  their  guest  wag 
broke,  and  expelled  from  Bath,  had  consti- 
tuted a  bank  against  all  sporters,  and  mono- 
polized  the  advantage  in  all  sorts  of  play. 
He  then  told  Gauntlet,  that,  if  he  would  put 
himself  under  his  direction,  he  would  return 
with  them,  and  lay  such  a  scheme  as  would 
infallibly  ruin  the  whole  society,  at  billiards, 
as  he  knew  that  Godfrey  excelled  them  all  in 
his  knowledge  of  that  game. 

The  soldier  excused  himself  from  en- 
gaging in  any  party  of  that  kind  ;  and  after 
dinner  the  travellers  parted;  but,  as  the  con- 
versation between  the  two  friends  turned  up- 
on the  information  they  had  received.  Pere- 
grine projected  a  plan  for  punishing  those 
villanous  pests  of  society,  who  prey  iijion 
their  fellow-creatures;  and  it  was  put  in  exe- 
cution by  Gauntlet  in  the  following  mannct 


CHAPTER  LXIX. 

Godfrey  executes  a  scheme  at  Bath,  hy 
which  a  whole  company  of  sharpers  art 
ruined. 

On  the  evening  after  their  arrival  at  Bath 
Godfrey,  who  had  kept  himself  up  all  day  fot 
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Jiat  jjurposo,  went,  in  boots,  to  the  billiard 
table;  and,  two  gentlemen  being  at  play,  be- 
fjan  to  bet  with  so  little  appearance  of  judg- 
nuMit,  that  one  of  the  adventurers  then  pre- 
sent was  inrtanied  witli  the  desire  of  profiting 
by  iiis  inexperience  ;  and,  wlien  tlic  table 
was  vacant,  invited  him  to  take  a  game  for 
amusement.  The  soldier,  assuming  the  air 
of  a  self-conceited  dupe,  answered,  that  he 
did  not  cliuse  to  throw  away  his  tjmc  for 
nolhing,  but,  if  lie  pleased,  would  piddle  for 
p.  crown  a  game.  This  declaration  was  very 
agreeable  to  the  other,  wlio  wanted  to  be 
further  contirracd  in  the  o])inion  he  had  con- 
ceived of  the  stranger,  before  he  would  play 
for  any  thing  of  consequence.  Tlie  party 
being  accepted.  Gauntlet  put  oft*  his  coat, 
and,  beginning  with  seeming  eagerness,  won 
the  first  game,  because  his  antagonist  kept 
up  his  play  with  a  view  of  encouraging  him 
to  wager  a  greater  sum.  The  soldier  purpose- 
ly hit  at  the  hook,  the  stakes  were  doubled, 
and  he  was  again  victorious,  by  the  permis- 
sion of  his  competitor.  He  now  began  to 
yawn  ;  and  observing,  that  it  was  not  worth 
his  while  to  proceed  in  such  a  childish  man- 
ner, the  other  swore,  in  an  affected  passion, 
that  Jie  would  play  with  him  for  twenty 
guineas.  The  proposal  being  embraced, 
(through  the  connivance  of  Godfrey),  the 
money  was  won  by  the  sharper,  who  exerted 
iiis  dexterity  to  the  uttermost,  fearing  that 
otherwise  his  adversary  would  decline  con- 
tinuing the  game. 

Godfrey,  thus  conquered,  pretended  to  lose 
his  temper,  curj-ed  his  own  ill  luck,  swore 
that  the  table  had  a  cast,  and  that  the  balls 
did  not  run  true,  changed  his  mast,  and  with 
great  warmth  challenged  liis  enemy  to  double 
the  sum.  The  gamester,  who  feigned  re- 
luctance, complied  with  his  desire;  and, 
having  got  the  two  first  hazards,  offered  to 
lay  one  hundred  guineas  to  fifty  on  the  game. 
The  odds  were  taken  ;  and  Godfrey  having 
allowed  himself  to  be  overcome,  began  to 
cage  with  great  violence,  broke  the  mast  to 
pieces,  threw  the  balls  out  at  the  window, 
and,  in  the  fury  of  his  indignation,  defied  his 
antagonist  to  meet  liim  to-inorrow,  when  he 
should  be  refreshed  from  the  fatigue  of  tra- 
velling. This  was  a  very  welcome  invitation 
to  the  gamester,  who,  imagining  that  the 
soldier  would  turn  out  a  most  beneficial  prize, 
assured  him,  that  he  would  not  fail  to  be 
tlicrc  next  forenoon,  in  order  to  give  him  his 
revenge. 

Gauntlet  went  home  to  his  lodgings,  fully 
certified  of  his  own  superiority,  and  took  his 
measures  with  Peregrine,  touching  the  prose- 
cution of  their  scheme  ;  while  his  opponent 
made  a  report  ol  his  succecs  to  the  brethren 
of  the  gn]\g,  who  resolved  to  be  present  at 
the  decision  of  the  match,  with  a  view  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  stranger's  passionate 
disposition. 

Affairs  being  thus  concerted  on  both  sides, 
V 


the  players  met  according  to  api)ointmcnt. 
and  the  room  was  immediately  filled  with 
spectators,  who  either  came  thither  by  acci- 
dent, curiosity,  or  design.  The  match  was 
fixed  for  one  hundred  pounds  a  game,  the 
principals  chose  their  instruments,  and  laid 
aside  their  coats,  and  one  of  the  knights  of 
the  order  proffered  to  lay  another  hundred 
on  the  head  of  his  associate.  Godfrey  took 
him  upon  the  instant.  A  second  worthy  of 
the  same  class,  seeing  liim  so  eager,  chal- 
lenged him  to  treble  the  sum ;  and  his  propo- 
sal met  with  the  same  recejjtion,  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  the  company,  whose  expecta- 
tion was  raised  to  a  very  interesting  pitch. 
The  game  was  begun,  and  the  soldier  having 
lost  tlie  first  hazard,  the  odds  were  offered 
by  the  confederacy  with  great  vociferation  ; 
but  nobody  would  run  such  a  risk  in  favour 
of  a  person  who  was  utterly  unknown.  The 
sharper  having  gained  the  second  also,  the 
noise  increased  to  a  surprising  clamour,  not 
only  of  the  gang,  but  likewise  of  almost  al. 
the  spectators,  who  desired  to  lay  two  to  om 
against  the  brother  of  Emilia. 

Peregrine,  who  was  present,  pcrceivint 
the  cupidity  of  the  association  sufficiently  in 
flamed,  all  of  a  sudden  opened  his  moutii,  and 
answered  their  bets,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
hundred  pounds,  which  were  immediately  de- 
posited, on  both  sides,  in  money  and  notes ; 
so  that  this  was,  perhaps,  the  most  impor- 
tant game  that  ever  was  played  at  billiards. 
Gauntlet  seeing  the  agreement  settled,  struck 
his  antagonist's  ball  into  the  pocket  in  a 
twinkling,  though  it  was  in  one  of  those  situ- 
ations which  are  supposed  to  be  against  the 
striker.  The  betters  were  a  little  discom- 
posed at  this  event,  for  which,  however,  they 
consoled  themselves,  by  imputing  the  success 
to  accident;  but  when,  at  the  very  next 
stroke,  he  Gprung  it  over  the  table,  their 
countenances  underwent  an  instantaneous 
distraction  of  feature,  and  they  waited,  in 
the  most  dreadful  suspense,  for  the  next 
hazard,  which  being  likewise  taken  with  in- 
finite ease  by  the  soldier,  the  blood  forsook 
their  cheeks,  and  the  interjection  zounds! 
pronounced  with  a  look  of  consternation,  and 
in  a  tone  of  despair,  proceeded  from  every 
mouth  at  the  same  instant  of  time.  They 
were  ovenvhelmed  with  horror  and  astouisli- 
mcnt  at  seeing  three  hazards  taken  in  as 
many  strokes,  from  a  person  of  their  friend's 
dexterity;  and  shrewdly  suspected,  that  the 
whole  was  a  scheme  preconcerted  for  their 
destruction;  on  this  supposition,  they  chang- 
ed the  note,  and  attempted  to  hedge  for  tlieir 
own  indemnification,  by  proposing  to  lay  the 
odds  in  favour  of  Gauntlet ;  but  so  much  was 
the  opinion  of  the  company  altered  by  that 
young  gentleman's  success,  that  nobody 
would  venture  to  espouse  the  cause  of  his 
competitor,  who,  chancing  to  improve  hia 
game  bv  the  addition  of  another  hicky  hit. 
diminished  the  concern,  and  revived  tlie  hopes 
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of  his  adherents.  Bat  this  irleain  of  fortune 
did  not  long  continue.  Godfrey  collected  his 
^hole  art  and  capacity,  and  augmenting  his 
score  to  number  ten,  indulged  himself  with 
a  view  a"  the  whole  fraternity.  The  visages 
of  these  professors  had  adopted  different 
shades  of  complexion  at  every  hazard  he  had 
laken :  from  their  natural  colour  they  had 
shifled  into  a  sallov\f  hue ;  from  tjience  into 
pale;  from  pale  into  yellow,  which  degene- 
rated into  a  mahogany  tint ;  and  now  they 
saw  seventeen  hundred  pounds  of  their  stock 
depending  upon  a  single  stroke,  they  stood 
like  so  many  swarthy  Moors,  jaundiced  with 
terror  and  ve.xation.  The  fire  which  natu- 
rally glowed  in  the  cheeks  and  nose  of  the 
player,  seemed  utterly  extinct,  and  his  car- 
buncles exhibited  a  livid  appearance,  as  if  a 
frangrene  had  already  made  some  progress  in 
lis  face ;  his  hand  began  to  shake,  and  his 
whole  frame  was  seized  with  such  trepida- 
tion, that  he  was  fain  to  swallow  a  bumper 
of  brandy,  in  order  to  re-establish  the  tran- 
quillity of  his  nerves.  This  expedient,  how- 
ever, did  not  produce  the  desired  effect;  for 
he  aimed  the  ball  at  the  lead  with  such  dis- 
composure, that  it  struck  on  the  wrong  side, 
and  came  off  at  an  angle  which  directed  it 
full  in  the  middle  hole.  This  fatal  accident 
was  attended  with  an  universal  groan,  as  if 
the  whole  universe  had  gone  to  wreck  ;  and 
notwithstanding  that  tranquillity  for  which 
adventurers  are  so  remarkable,  this  loss  made 
such  an  impression  upon  them  all,  that  each 
in  particular  manifested  his  chagrin  by  the 
most  violent  emotions.  One  turned  up  his 
eyes  to  heaven,  and  bit  his  nether  lip ;  an- 
other gnawed  his  fingers,  while  he  stalked 
across  the  room  ;  a  third  blasphemed  with 
horrid  imprecations ;  and  he  who  played  the 
party  sneaked  off,  grinding  his  teeth  toge- 
ther, with  a  look  that  baffles  all  description, 
and,  as  he  crossed  the  threshold,  exclaiming, 
"A  damn'd  bite,  by  G— d." 

The  victors,  after  having  insulted  them, 
by  asking  if  they  were  disposed  for  another 
chance,  carried  off  their  winning,  with  the 
appearance  of  great  composure,  though  in 
their  hearts  they  were  transported  with  un- 
speakable joy;  not  so  much  on  account  of 
tlie  booty  they  had  gained,  as  in  considera- 
tion of  having  so  effectually  destroyed  such 
a  nest  of  pernicious  miscreants. 

Peregrine,  believing  that  now  he  had  found 
an  opportunity  of  serving  his  friend,  without 
giving  offence  to  the  delicacy  of  his  honour, 
told  him,  upon  their  arrival  at  their  lodgings, 
that  fortune  had  at  length  enabled  him  to  be- 
come in  a  manner  independent,  or  at  least 
make  himself  easy  in  his  circumstances,  by 
purchasing  a  company  with  the  money  he 
had  won.  So  saying,  he  put  his  share  of  the 
success  in  Gauntlet's  hand,  as  a  sum  that  of 
right  belonged  to  him,  and  promised  to  write 
in  his  behalf  to  a  nobleman,  who  had  interest 
enough  to  proniolc  such  a  quick  rise  in  the 
service 


Godfrey  thanked  him  for  his  obliging  in. 
tention,  but  absolutely  refused,  with  great 
loftiness  of  demeanour,  to  appropriate  to  liia 
own  use  any  part  of  the  money  which  Pickle 
had  gained,  and  seemed  affronted  at  the 
other's  entertaining  a  sentiment  so  unworthy 
of  his  character.  Ha  would  not  even  accept, 
in  tlie  way  of  loan,  such  an  addition  to  his 
own  stock  as  would  amount  to  the  pricf  of  a 
company  of  foot;  but  expressed  great  confi- 
dence in  the  future  exertion  of  that  talent 
wliich  had  been  blessed  with  such  a  prosper- 
ous beginning.  Our  hero,  finding  him  thus 
obstinately  deaf  to  the  voice  of  his  own  in- 
terest, resolved  to  govern  himself  in  his  ne.xt 
endeavours  of  friendship,  by  his  experience 
of  this  ticklish  punctilio  ;  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, gave  a  handsome  benefaction  to  the 
hospital,  out  of  these  first  fruits  of  his  sue 
cs£5S  in  play,  and  reserved  two  hundred 
pounds  for  a  set  of  diamond  ear-rings  and 
solitaire,  which  he  intended  for  a  present  to 
Misa  Emily. 


CHAPTER  LXX. 

The  two  friends  eclipse  all  their  competi- 
tors in  gallantry,  and  practise  a  pleasant 
project  of  revenge  upon  the  physicians 
of  the  place. 

The  fame  of  their  exploit  against  the  sharp 
ers  was  immediately  diffused  through  all  the 
companies  at  Bath  ;  so  that  when  our  adven- 
turers appeared  in  public,  tliey  were  pointea 
out  by  an  hundred  extended  fingers,  and  con- 
sidered  as  consummate  artists  in  all  the  dif- 
ferent species  of  finesse,  which  they  would 
not  fail  to  practise  with  the  first  opportunity. 
Nor  was  this  opinion  of  their  characters  any 
obstacle  to  their  reception  into  tiie  fashiona- 
ble parties  in  the  place ;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, such  a  recommendation,  which  (as  I  have 
already  hinted)  never  fails  to  operate  for  the 
advantage  of  the  possessor. 

This  first  adventure,  therefore,  served  them 
as  an  introduction  to  the  company  at  Bath, 
who  were  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  their 
expectations  baffled  by  the  conduct  of  the 
two  companions ;  because,  far  from  engaging 
deeply  at  play,  they  rather  shunned  all  occa- 
sions of  gaming,  and  directed  their  attention 
to  gallantry,  in  which  our  hero  shone  unri- 
valled. His  external  qualifications,  exclusivo 
of  any  other  merit,  were  strong  enough  to 
captivate  the  common  run  of  the  female  sex; 
and  these,  reinforced  with  a  sprightlinnss  of 
conversation,  and  a  most  insinuating  address, 
became  irresistible,  even  by  those  who  were 
fortified  with  pride,  caution,  or  indifference. 
But,  among  all  the  nymphs  of  this  gay  place, 
he  did  not  meet  with  one  object  tiiat  disputed 
the  empire  of  his  heart  with  Emilia,  and 
therefore  he  divided  his  attachment  accord- 
ing to  the  suggestions  of  vanity  and  whiifi 
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BO  that,  boforo  lie  liad  rosidrd  a  fortni;^'lit  at 
Bath,  he  had  sot  :ill  the  hulies  by  the  cars, 
ETid  furnished  al".  tlic  hundred  tongues  of 
scandal  with  full  employment.  The  splen- 
dour of  his  appearance  excited  the  inquiries 
of  envy,  which,  instead  of  discoverini^  any 
circumstance  to  his  prejudice,  was  cursed 
with  the  information  of  his  being  a  younof 
gtntleman  of  a  good  family,  and  heir  to  an 
immense  fortune. 

The  countenance  of  some  of  his  quality 
friends,  who  arrived  at  Bath,  confirmed  this 
piece  of  intelligence:  upon  which  his  ac- 
quaintance was  courted  and  cultivated  with 
great  assiduity;  and  he  met  with  such  ad- 
vances from  sunic  of  the  fair  sex,  as  rendered 
him  extremely  fortunate  in  his  amours.  Nor 
was  his  friend  (iodfrcy  a  stranger  to  favours 
of  the  same  kind;  his  accomplishments  were 
exactly  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  female 
taste;  and,  witii  certain  individuals  of  that 
►sex,  his  muscular  frame,  and  the  robust  con- 
nexion of  his  limbs,  were  more  attractive 
than  the  delicate  proportions  of  his  compa- 
nion, lie  accordingly  reigned  paramount 
among  those  inamoratas  who  were  turned  of 
thirty,  without  being  under  the  necessity  of 
proceeding  by  tedious  addresses,  and  was 
thought  to  have  co-operated  with  the  waters 
ill  removing  the  sterility  of  certain  ladies, 
•vho  had  long  undergone  the  reproach  and 
disgust  of  their  husbands  ;  while  Peregrine 
get  up  his  throne  among  those  who  laboured 
'Wilder  the  disease  of  celibacy,  from  the  pert 
miss  of  fifteen,  who  with  a  lluttcring  heart 
losses  her  head,  bridles  up,  and  gigglci  in- 
voluntarily at  sight  of  an  handsome  young 
man,  to  the  staid  maid  of  twenty-eight,  who, 
will)  a  demure  aspect,  moralizes  on  the  vanity 
vi'  beauty,  the  folly  of  youth,  and  simplicity 
of  woman,  and  expatiates  on  friendship,  be- 
nevolence and  good  sense,  in  the  stylo  of  a 
IMatonic  philosopher. 

In  such  a  diversity  of  dispositions,  his  con- 
quests were  attended  with  all  the  heart-burn- 
ings, animosities,  and  turmoils  of  jealousy 
and  spite.  The  younger  class  took  all  op- 
portunities of  mortifying  their  seniors  in  pub- 
lic, by  treating  them  with  that  indignity 
which  (contrary  to  the  general  privilege  of 
age)  is,  by  the  consent  and  connivance  of 
mankind,  levelled  against  those  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  come  under  the  denomma- 
tion  of  old  maids;  and  those  last  retorted 
their  hostilities  in  the  private  machinations 
of  slander,  supported  by  experience  and  sub- 
tilty  of  invention.  Not  one  day  passed  in 
which  some  new  story  did  not  circulate,  to 
the  prejudice  of  one  or  other  of  those  rivals. 

If  our  hero,  in  tlie  long-room,  chanced  to 
quit  one  of  tho  moralists,  with  whom  he  had 
been  engaged  in  conversation,  he  was  imme- 
diately accosted  by  a  number  of  the  opposite 
faction,  who,  with  ironical  smiles,  upbraided 
nim  with  cruelty  to  the  poor  lady  he  had  left, 
sxhorted  him  to  have  compassion  on  hcrsuf- 


ferings  ;  and,  turning  their  eyes  towards  the 
object  of  their  intercession,  broke  forth  into 
an  universal  peal  of  laughter.  On  tlie  other 
hand,  when  Peregrine,  in  consequence  of 
having  danced  with  one  of  the  minors  over- 
night, visited  iier  in  the  morninrr,  the  Plalo- 
nists  immediately  laid  hold  on  the  occasion, 
tasked  their  imaginations,  associated  ideas, 
and,  with  sage  insinuations,  retailed  a  tho'i- 
sand  circumstances  of  the  interview,  which' 
never  had  any  foundation  in  truth.  They 
observed,  that,  if  girls  are  determined  to  be- 
have with  such  indiscretion,  they  must  lay 
their  accounts  with  incurring  the  censure  of 
the  world ;  that  she  in  question  was  old 
enougii  to  act  more  circumspectly  ;  and  won- 
dered that  her  mother  would  permit  any 
young  fellow  to  approach  the  chamber  while 
lier  daughter  was  naked  in  bed.  As  for  the 
servants  peepir.g  throiigii  the  key-hole,  to  be 
sure  it  was  an  unlucky  accident;  but  [jcople 
ought  to  be  upon  their  guard  against  such 
curiosity,  and  give  their  domestics  no  cause 
to  employ  their  penetration.  These  and  other 
such  reflections  were  occasionally  whis|)ered 
as  secrets  among  those  who  were  known  to 
be  communicative;  so  that,  in  a  few  hours, 
it  became  the  general  topic  of  discourse ;  and, 
as  it  had  been  divulged  under  injunctions  of 
secrecy,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  trace  the 
scandal  to  its  origin ;  because  every  person 
concerned  must  have  promulgated  her  own 
breach  of  trust,  in  discovering  her  author  of 
the  report. 

Peregrine,  instead  of  allaying,  ratncr  exas- 
perated.  this  contention,  by  an  artful  distri 
bution  of  his  attention  among  the  competi 
tors;  well  knowing,  that,  should  his  regard 
be  converged  into  one  point,  he  would  soon 
forfeit  the  pleasure  he  enjoyed  in  seeing  them 
at  variance;  for  both  parties  would  join 
against  the  conmion  enemy,  and  his  favour- 
ite would  be  persecuted  by  the  whole  coali- 
tion. He  perceived,  that  among  tho  secret 
agents  of  scandal,  none  were  so  busy  as  tlie 
physicians,  a  class  of  animals  who  live  in  this 
|)lace,  like  so  many  ravens  hovering  about  a 
carcase,  and  even  ply  for  employment,  like 
scullers  at  Hungerford  stairs.  The  greatest 
part  of  them  have  corres])ondents  in  London, 
who  make  it  tlu^ir  business  to  iiuinire  into 
the  history,  character,  and  disteinjier,  of  every 
one  that  repairs  to  Balh,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  waters;  and  if  they  cannot  procure  into- 
rest  to  recommend  their  medical  friends  to 
these  patients  before  they  set  out,  they  at 
least  furnish  them  with  a  previous  account 
of  what  they  could  collect,  that  their  corres- 
pondents may  use  this  intelligence  for  their 
own  advantage.  By  these  means,  and  the 
assistance  of  flattery  and  assurance,  they 
often  insinuate  themselves  into  the  acquain 
tance  of  strangers,  and,  by  consulting  their 
dispositions,  become  necessary  and  snbser 
vient  to  their  prevailing  pa.'sions.  By  tlieif 
connexion    with    apothecaries    and    nurses. 
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they  are  inlbrmod  of  all  tlie  private  occur- 
rences in  each  family,  and  therefore  enabled 
to  gratify  the  rancour  of  malice,  amuse  the 
spleen  of  peevish  indisposition,  and  enter- 
tain the  eagerness  of  impertinent  cur  osity. 

In  the  course  of  these  occupations,  which 
frequently  affected  tlie  reputation  of  our  two 
adventurers,  this  whole  body  fell  under  the 
displeasure  of  our  hero,  who,  after  divers 
consultations  with  his  friend,  concerted  a 
stratagem,  which  was  practised  upon  the 
faculty  in  this  manner.  Among  those  who 
frequented  the  pump-room,  was  an  old  officer, 
whose  temper,  naturally  impatient,  was,  by 
repeated  attacks  of  the  gout,  which  had  al- 
most deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his  limbs, 
sublimated  into  a  remarkable  degree  of  viru- 
lence and  perverseness :  he  imputed  the  in- 
veteracy of  his  distemper  to  the  mal-prac- 
tice  of  a  surgeon  who  had  administered  to 
him,  while  he  laboured  under  the  conse- 
quences of  an  unfortunate  amour;  and  this 
supposition  had  inspired  him  with  an  insur- 
mountable antipathy  to  all  the  professors  of 
the  m«dical  art,  which  was  more  and  more 
confirmed  by  the  information  of  a  friend  at 
London,  who  had  told  him,  that  it  was  a 
common  practice  among  the  physicians  at 
Bath  to  dissuade  their  patients  from  drinking 
die  water,  that  the  cure,  and  in  consequence 
their  attendance,  might  be  longer  protracted. 

TliUs  prepossessed,  he  had  come  to  Bath, 
and,  conformable  to  a  few  general  instruc- 
tions he  had  received,  used  the  waters  with- 
out any  farther  direction,  taking  all  occa- 
sions of  manifesting  his  hatred  and  contempt 
of  the  sons  of  iEsculapius,  both  by  speech 
.and  gesticulations,  and  even  by  pursuing  a 
regimen  quite  contrary  to  that  which  he 
knew  they  prescribed  to  others  who  seemed 
to  be  exactly  in  his  condition.  But  he  did 
not  find  his  account  in  this  method,  how  suc- 
cessful soever  it  may  have  been  in  other  cases. 
His  complaints,  instead  of  vanishing,  were 
every  day  more  and  more  enraged  ;  and  at 
fength  he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  whore  he 
lay  olasplicming  from  morn  to  night,  and 
from  night  to  morn,  though  still  more  deter- 
mined than  ever  to  adhere  to  his  former 
maxims. 

In  the  midst  of  his  torture,  which  was  be- 
come the  common  joke  of  the  town,  being 
circu.dted  through  the  industry  of  the  physi- 
cians, who  triumphed  in  his  disaster,  Pere- 
grine, by  means  of  Mr  Pipes,  employed  a 
country  fellow,  who  had  come  to  market,  to 
run  with  great  haste,  early  one  morning, 
to  the  lodgings  of  all  the  doctors  in  town, 
iind  desire  them  to  attend  the  colonel  with 
5.11  irnagiiiablo  dispatch.  In  consequence 
of  his  summons,  the  whole  faculty  put  them- 
eelvcs  in  motion  ;  and  three  of  the  foremost 
arriving  at  the  same  instant  of  time,  far  from 
complimenting  one  another  with  the  door, 
R5,ch  separaloly  essayed  to  enter,  and  the 
whole  triumvirate    stuck   in   the    passage ; 


while  tliey  remained  thus  wedged  togethei 
they  descried  two  of  tlieir  brethren  posting 
towards  the  same  goal,  with  all  the  ^pecd 
that  God  had  enabled  them  to  exert ;  upon 
which  they  came  to  a  parley,  and  agreed  to 
stand  by  one  another.  This  covenant  being 
made,  they  disentangled  themselves,  and,  in- 
quiring about  the  patient,  were  told  by  the 
servant  that  he  had  just  fallen  asleep. 

Having  received  this  intelligence,  thcj 
took  poseoBsion  of  his  antichamber,  and 
shut  the  door,  while  the  rest  of  the  triba 
posted  themselves  on  the  outside  as  they  ar- 
rived ;  60  that  the  whole  passage  was  filled, 
from  the  top  of  the  stair-case  to  the  street- 
door  ;  and  the  peojjle  of  the  house,  together 
with  the  colcncl's  servant,  struck  dumb  Vi'ith 
astonishment.  The  three  leaders  of  this 
learned  gang  had  no  sooner  made  their  lodg- 
ment good,  than  they  began  to  consult  about 
the  patient's  malady,  which  every  uae  of 
them  pretended  to  have  considered  with 
great  care  and  assiduity.  The  fii-st  who 
gave  his  opinion  said,  the  distemper  was  an 
obstinate  arthritis  ;  tlie  second  affirmed,  thai 
it  was  no  other  than  a  confirnied  pox  ;  and 
the  third  swore  it  was  an  inveterate  scurvy 
This  diversity  of  opinions  was  supported  by 
a  variety  of  quotations  from  medical  authors, 
ancient  as  well  as  modern  ;  but  these  were 
not  of  sufficient  authority,  or  at  least  not  ex- 
plicit enough,  to  decide  the  dispute  ;  for 
there  are  many  schisms  in  medicine,  as  well 
as  in  religion,  and  each  set  can  quote  the 
fathers  in  support  of  the  tenets  they  profess. 
In  short,  the  contention  rose  to  such  a  pitch 
of  clamour,  as  not  only  alarmed  the  brethren 
on  the  stair,  but  also  awaked  the  patient 
from  the  first  nap  he  had  enjoyed  in  the  space 
of  ten  whole  days.  Had  it  been  simply 
waking,  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  them 
for  the  noise  that  disturbed  him  ;  for,  in  thn* 
case,  he  would  have  been  relieved  from  the 
tortures  of  hell  fire,  to  which,  in  his  dream, 
he  fancied  himself  exposed  :  but  this  dread- 
ful vision  had  been  the  result  of  that  im- 
pression which  was  made  upon  his  brain  by 
the  intolerable  anguish  of  his  joints  ;  so  that 
when  he  waked,  the  pain,  instead  of  being 
allayed,  was  rather  aggravated,  by  a  great 
acuteness  of  sensation  ;  and  the  confused 
vociferation  in  the  next  room  invading  his 
ears  at  the  same  time,  he  began  to  tliink  his 
dream  was  realized,  and,  in  the  pangs  of 
despair,  applied  himself  to  a  bell  that  stooJ 
by  his  bedside,  which  he  rung  with  great 
violence  and  perseverance. 

This  alarm  put  an  immediate  stop  to  the 
disputation  of  the  three  doctors,  who,  upon 
this  notice  of  his  being  awake,  rushed  into 
his  chamber  without  ceremony  ;  and  t'vo  o} 
them  seizing  his  arms,  the  third  made  the 
like  application  to  one  of  his  temples.  Bo- 
fore  the  patient  could  recollect  himself  from 
the  amazement  which  had  laid  hold  on  kim 
at  this  unexpected  irruption,  the  room  woi 
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Slled  bj'  tlic  rest  of  the  faculty,  who  followed 
the  servant  that  entered  in  obedience  to  his 
master's  call  ;  and  the  bed  was  in  a  moment 
surrounded  l)y  the=c  paunt  ministers  of  death. 
The  colonel  seeinj^  himself  beset  with  such 
an  asscmblar[e  of  solenm  visages  and  figures, 
whicli  ho  had  always  considered  with  the 
utmost  detestation  and  abliorrence,  was  in- 
censed to  a  most  ine.\pro.-<sible  degree  of  in- 
dignation ;  and  so  ins])irited  by  his  rage, 
tliat,  though  his  tongue  denied  its  ollice,  his 
other  limbs  performed  their  fimctions :  he 
disengaged  himself  from  the  triumvirate,  who 
nad  taken  possession  of  his  body,  sprung  out 
of  bed  with  incredible  agility,  and,  seizing 
one  of  his  crutches,  applied  it  so  effectually 
to  one  of  the  three,  just  as  he  stooped  to 
e.xamine  the  patient's  water,  that  his  tie- 
periwig  dropped  into  the  pot,  while  he  him- 
self fell  motionless  on  the  floor. 

This  significant  explanation  disconcerted 
the  whole  fraternity  ;  every  man  turned  his 
face,  as  if  it  were  by  instinct,  towards  the 
door ;  and  the  retreat  of  the  comuuuiity 
being  obstructed  by  the  efforts  of  individuals, 
confusion  and  tumidtuous  uproar  ensued  : 
for  the  colonel,  flir  from  limiting  his  prowess 
to  the  first  exploit,  handled  his  weapon  with 
astonishing  vigour  and  dexterity,  without 
respect  of  persons  ;  so  that  few  or  none  of 
them  had  escaped  without  marks  of  his  dis- 
pleasure, when  his  spirits  failed,  and  he  sunk 
down  again  quite  exhausted  on  liis  bed. 
Favoured  by  this  respite,  the  discomfited  fa- 
culty collected  their  hats  and  wigs,  which 
had  fallen  off  in  the  fray;  and  perceiving  the 
assailant  too  much  enfeebled  to  renew  the 
attack,  set  up  their  throats  together,  and 
loudly  threatened  to  prosecute  him  severely 
for  such  an  outrageous  assault. 

By  this  time  the  landlord  had  interposed; 
and  inquiring  into  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
turbance, was  informed  of  what  had  happen- 
ed by  the  com])laiuants,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  giving  him  to  understand  that  they  had 
been  severally  summoned  to  attend  the 
colonel  that  morning,  he  assured  them,  that 
tliey  had  been  imposed  upon  by  some  wag, 
for  his  lodger  had  never  dreamed  of  consult- 
ing any  one  of  their  profession. 

Thunderstruck  at  this  declaration,  the  ge- 
neral clamour  instantaneously  ceased  ;  and 
each,  in  particular,  at  once  comprehending 
the  nature  of  the  joke,  they  sneaked  silently 
off  with  the  loss  they  had  sustained,  in  un- 
utterable shame  and  mortification,  while  Pe- 
regrine and  his  friend,  who  took  care  to  be 
passing  that  way  by  accident,  made  a  fidl 
slop  at  bight  of  such  an  extraordinary  efTlux, 
Mid  enjoyed  the  countenance  and  condition 
of  ever)-  one  as  lie  appeared;  nay,  even 
made  up  to  some  of  those  who  seemed  most 
affected  with  their  situation,  and  mischiev- 
ously tormented  them  with  questions  touch- 
.ng  this  unusual  congregation  ;  then,  in  con- 
•cquenco  of  the  information   they  received 


from  the  landlord  and  the  colonel's  valet, 
subjected  the  suflerers  to  the  ridicule  of  all 
the  company  in  town.  As  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  the  authors  of  this  farci 
to  kee|)  themselves  concealed  from  the  in- 
defatigable inquiries  of  the  physicians,  they 
made  no  secret  of  their  having  directed  the 
whole ;  though  they  took  care  to  own  it  in 
such  an  ambiguous  manner  as  afforded  no 
handle  of  prosecution. 


CHAPTER  LXXI. 

Peregrine  humbles  a  noted  Hector,  and 
meets  xoith  a  strange  character  at  the 
house  of  a  certain  ladij. 

Among  those  who  never  failed  to  reside  at 
Bath  during  the  season,  was  a  certain  person, 
who,  from  the  most  abject  misery,  liad,  by 
his  industry  and  art  at  play,  amassed  about 
fifteen  thousand  pounds ;  and  though  his 
character  was  notorious,  insinuated  himsflf 
so  far  into  the  favour  of  what  is  called  the 
best  company,  that  very  few  private  parlies 
of  pleasure  took  place  in  which  he  was  not 
principally  concerned.  He  was  of  a  gigantic 
stature,  a  most  intrepid  countenance ;  and 
his  disposition,  naturally  overbearing,  liad, 
in  the  course  of  his  adventures  and  success, 
acquired  a  most  intolerable  degree  of  in- 
solence and  vanity.  By  the  ferocity  of  his 
features,  and  audacity  of  his  behaviour,  he 
had  obtained  a  reputation  for  the  most  un- 
daunted courage,  which  had  been  ccmfirmed 
by  divers  adventures,  in  which  he  had  hum- 
bled the  most  assuming  heroes  of  his  own  fra- 
ternity; so  that  he  now  reigned  chief  Hec- 
tor of  the  place  with  unquestioned  ainhority. 

With  this  son  of  fortune  was  Peregrine 
one  evening  engaged  at  play,  and  so  success- 
ful, that  he  coukl  not  lielp  informing  his 
friend  of  his  good  luck.  Godfrey  hearing 
the  description  of  the  loser,  immediately 
recognised  the  person,  whom  he  had  known 
at  Tunbridge ;  and  assuring  Pickle  that  he 
was  a  sharper  of  the  first  water,  cautioned 
him  against  any  further  connexion  with  such 
a  dangerous  companion,  who  (he  aflirmed) 
had  suffered  him  to  win  a  small  sum,  that  ht 
might  be  encouraged  to  lose  a  much  greatei 
sum  upon  some  other  occasion. 

Our  young  gentleman  treasured  up  thi« 
advice  ;  and  though  he  did  not  scruple  to 
give  the  gamester  an  opportunity  of  retriev- 
ing his  loss,  when  he  next  day  demanded  his 
revenge,  he  absolutely  refused  to  proceed, 
after  he  had  refunded  liis  winning.  The 
other,  who  considered  him  as  a  hot-headed 
unthinking  youth,  endeavoured  to  inflame  hia 
pride  to  a  continuance  of  the  game,  by  treat- 
ing his  skill  with  scorn  and  contempt  ;  and. 
among  other  sarcastic  expressions,  advised 
him  to  go  to  school  again,  before  he  ])retend- 
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nero,  incensed  at  his  arrogance,  replied,  with 
groat  warmth,  that  he  knew  himself  suf- 
Hcicntiy  qualified  for  playing  with  men  of 
honour,  who  deal  upon  the  square,  and  hoped 
he  siiould  always  deem  it  infamous  either  to 
learn  or  practice  the  tricks  of  a  professed 
gumester.  "]Jlood  and  thunder!  meaning 
me.  Sir!"  (cried  this  artist,  raising  his  voice, 
and  curling  his  visage  into  a  most  intimidat- 
ing frown).  "  Zonnds !  I'll  cut  the  tliroat  of 
any  scoundrel  who  has  the  presumption  to 
suppose  that  I  don't  play  as  honourably  as 
e'er  a  nobleman  in  the  kingdom  :  and  I  insist 
upon  an  explanation  from  you.  Sir  ;  or,  by 
licll  and  brimstone  !  I  shall  expect  otiier  sort 
of  satisfaction."  Peregrine  (whose  blood  by 
this  time  boiled  within  liim)  answered  with- 
out hesitation,  "Far  from  thinking  your  de- 
mand unreasonable,  I  will  immediately  ex- 
plain myself  without  reserve,  and  tell  you, 
tiiat,  upon  unquestionable  authority,  I  believe 
you  to  be  an  impudent  rascal,  and  common 
cheat." 

Tiie  Hector  was  so  amazed  and  confound- 
ed at  the  freedom  of  this  declaration,  which 
he  thought  no  man  on  earth  would  venture 
to  make  in  his  presence,  that,  for  some  mi- 
nutes, he  could  not  recollect  himself;  but  at 
length  whispered  a  challenge  in  the  ear  of 
our  hero,  v.hich  was  accordingly  accepted. 
When  they  arrived  next  morning  upon  the 
field,  the  gamester,  arming  his  countenance 
with  all  its  terrors,  advanced  with  a  sword 
of  a  monstrous  length,  and  putting  himself 
in  a  posture,  called  aloud,  in  a  most  terrific 
voice,  "  Draw,  damn  ye,  draw  ;  I  will  this 
instant  send  you  to  your  fathers.''  The 
youth  was  not  slow  in  complying  with  his 
desire  ;  his  weapon  was  unsheathed  in  a 
moment,  and  he  began  the  attack  with  such 
unexpected  spirit  and  address,  that  his  ad- 
versary, having  made  shifc,  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, to  parry  the  lirst  pass,  retreated  a  few 
paces  and  demanded  a  parley,  in  which  he 
endeavoured  to  persuade  the  young  man, 
liiat  to  lay  a  man  of  his  character  under  the 
necessity  of  cliastising  his  insolence,  was 
the  most  rash  and  inconsiderate  step  tiiat  he 
could  possibly  have  taken  ;  but  that  he  had 
compassion  upon  Iiis  youth,  and  was  willing 
to  spare  him,  if  he  would  surrender  his 
sword,  and  promise  tc  ask  pardon  in  public, 
for  the  olT'ence  he  had  given.  Pickle  was  so 
mucli  exasperated  at  this  unparalleled  ef- 
frontery, that,  without  deigning  to  make  the 
least  reply,  he  flimg  his  own  hat  in  the  prc- 
jtjser's  face,  and  renewed  the  charge  with 
such  undaunted  agility,  that  the  gamester, 
finding  himself  in  manifest  hazard  of  his 
life,  betook  himself  to  his  heels,  and  fled 
iiomewards  with  incredible  speed,  being 
closely  pursued  by  Peregrine,  who,  having 
sheathed  his  swnrd,  pelted  him  with  stones 
ns  he  ran.  and  compelled  him  to  go,  that 
snmo  day,  into  banishment  from  Bath,  where 
lie  had  domi'ieered  so  long. 


By  this  achievement,  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  astonishment  to  all  the  company, 
who  had  looked  upon  the  fugitive  as  a  person 
of  heroic  courage,  our  adventurer's  repu. 
tation  was  rendered  formidable  in  all  it? 
circumstances ;  although  he  thereby  dis- 
obliged a  good  many  people  of  fashion,  who 
had  contracted  an  intimacy  of  friendship 
with  the  exile,  and  who  resented  his  disgrace, 
as  if  it  had  been  the  misfortune  of  a  worthy 
man.  These  generous  patrons,  however, 
bore  a  very  small  proportion  to  those  who 
were  pleased  with  the  event  of  the  duel; 
because,  in  the  course  of  their  residence  in 
Bath,  they  had  either  been  insulted  or  de- 
frauded by  the  challenger.  Nor  was  this  in- 
stance of  our  hero's  courage  unacceptable 
to  the  ladies,  few  of  whom  could  now  resist 
the  united  force  of  such  accomplishments. 
Indeed,  neither  he  nor  his  friend  Godfrey 
would  have  found  much  difficulty  in  picking 
up  an  agreeable  companion  for  life ;  but 
Gauntlet's  heart  was  pre-engaged  to  Sophy; 
and  Pickle,  exclusive  of  his  attachment  to 
Emily,  which  was  stronger  than  he  himself 
imagined,  possessed  such  a  share  of  ambition 
as  could  not  be  satisfied  with  the  conquest 
of  any  female  he  beheld  at  Bath. 

His  visits  were  therefore  promiscuous,with- 
out  any  other  view  than  that  of  amusement: 
and  though  his  pride  was  flattered  by  the  ad- 
vances of  the  fair,  whom  he  had  captivated, 
he  never  harboured  one  thought  of  proceed- 
ing beyond  the  limits  of  common  gallantry 
and  carefully  avoided  all  particular  expla- 
nations. But  what,  above  all  other  enjoy- 
ments, yielded  him  the  most  agreeable  enter- 
tainment, was  the  secret  history  of  cha- 
racters, which  he  learned  from  a  very  e.xtra- 
ordinary  person,  with  whom  he  became  ac- 
quainted in  this  manner. 

Being  at  the  house  of  a  certain  lady,  on 
a  visiting  day,  he  was  struck  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  old  man,  who  no  sooner  en- 
tered the  room  than  the  mistress  of  the 
house  very  kindly  desired  one  of  the  wita 
present  to  roast  the  old  put.  This  petit- 
maitre,  proud  of  the  employment,  went  up 
to  the  senior,  who  had  something  extremely 
peculiar  and  significant  in  his  countenance, 
and  saluting  him  with  divers  fashionable 
congees,  accosted  him  in  these  words:  "Your 
servant,  you  old  rascal.  I  hope  to  have  the 
honour  of  seeing  you  hang'd.  I  vow  to 
Gad !  you  look  extremely  shocking  with 
these  gummy  eyes,  lanlhorn  jaws,  and  tooth- 
less chaps.  What!  you  squint  at  the  ladies, 
you  old  rotten  medlar'?  Yes, yes,  we  under- 
stand your  ogling ;  but  you  must  content 
yourself  with  a  cook-maid,  sink  me  !  I  see 
you  want  to  sit.  These  withered  shanks  of 
yours  tremble  under  their  burden  ;  but  you 
must  have  a  little  patience,  old  Hirco ;  in- 
deed you  must ;  I  intend  to  mortify  you  a 
little  longer,  curse  me." 

The  company  was  so   tickled  with  thiii 
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address,  wliicli  was  delivered  witlj  much 
grimace  and  gesticulation,  tliat  they  burst 
out  into  a  loud  tit  of  laughter,  wliich  tliey 
•athered  upon  a  monkey  tiiat  was  cliained  in 
the  room  ;  and  when  t/ie  peal  was  over,  the 
wit  renewed  his  attacic  in  these  words  •  "  I 
Euppose  you  are  fool  enough  to  think  tliis 
mirth  was  occasioned  by  pug  :  ay,  there  he 
Is  ;  you  had  best  survey  him  ;  he  is  of  your 
own  family,  switcli  mo  ;  but  the  laugh  was 
at  your  expense  :  and  you  ought  to  thank 
Heaven  for  making  you  so  ridiculous." 
While  he  uttered  tiicse  ingenious  ejacu- 
lations, the  old  gentleman  bowed  alternately 
to  him  and  tiie  monkey,  that  seemed  to  grin 
and  chatter  in  imitation  of  the  beau,  and, 
with  an  arch  solemnity  of  visage,  pro- 
nounced,— "Gentlemen,  as  I  have  not  the 
honour  to  understand  your  compliments, 
they  will  be  nuich  better  bestowed  on  each 
other."  So  saying,  lie  seated  himself,  and 
had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  laugh  returned 
upon  the  aggressor,  who  remained  confound- 
ed and  abashed,  and  in  a  few  minutes  left 
the  room,  nuittcring,  as  he  retired,  "the  old 
fellow  grows  scurrilous,  stap  my  breath." 

While  Peregrine  wondered  in  silence  at 
this  extraordinary  scene,  the  lady  of  the 
house,  perceiving  his  surprise,  gave  him  to 
understand,  that  the  ancient  visitant  was  ut- 
terly bereft  of  the  sense  of  hearing;  that  his 
name  was  Cadwalladcr  Crabtree  ;  his  dis- 
position altogether  misanthropical  ;  and  that 
he  was  admitted  into  company  on  account 
of  the  entertainment  he  afibrded  by  his  sar- 
castic observations,  and  the  j)lcasant  mis- 
takes to  which  he  was  subject  from  his  in- 
firmity. Nor  did  our  hero  wait  a  long  time 
for  an  illustration  of  this  odd  character. 
Every  sentence  he  spoke  was  replete  with 
gall  :  nor  did  his  satire  consist  in  general 
reflections,  but  in  a  series  of  remarks,  which 
had  been  made  through  the  medium  of  a 
most  whimsical  peculiarity  of  opinion. 

Among  tiiose  who  were  present  at  this  as- 
sembly was  a  young  officer,  who  having,  by 
dint  of  interest,  obtained  a  seat  in. the  lower 
house,  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  talk 
of  affairs  of  state;  and  accordingly  regaled 
the  company  with  an  account  of  a  secret  e.\- 
pedition  which  the  French  were  busied  in 
preparing;  assuring  them,  that  he  had  it 
from  tiie  mouth  of  the  minister,  to  whom  it 
had  been  transmitted  by  one  of  his  agents 
abroad.  In  descanting  upon  the  particulars 
.-f  the  armament,  he  observed,  that  they  had 
twenty  siiips  of  the  line  ready  manned  and 
victualled  at  Brest,  which  were  destinccl  for 
Tmdon,  where  they  would  be  joined  by  as 
many  more:  and  from  thence  proceed  to  the 
execution  rf  their  scheme,  which  he  impart- 
ed as  a  3cc-et  not  fit  to  be  divulged. 

This  pisf^e  ofintelligej.ee  being  communi- 
cated to  all  the  company  except  Mr  Crab- 
tree,  who  suffered  by  iiis  loss  of  hearing, 
Uiat  cvmc  tvas  soon  afcer  accosted  by  a  lady. 


who,  by  means  of  an  artificial  alphabet; 
formed  by  a  certain  conjunction  and  dis- 
position  of  the  fingers,  asked  if  he  had  heard 
any  oxtmordinary  news  of  late.  Cadwal- 
Uulcr,  with  his  usual  complaisance,  replied; 
tliat  he  supposed  she  took  him  for  a  courioi 
or  spy,  by  teazing  him  eternally  with  that 
question.  He  then  expatiated  U|)on  the 
foolish  curiosity  of  mankind,  which,  he  said, 
must  either  proceed  from  idleness  or  want  of 
ideas ;  and  repeated  almost  verbatim  the 
officer's  information  ;  a  vague  ridiculous  re- 
port invented  by  some  ignorant  coxcomb, 
who  wanted  to  give  himself  airs  of  im- 
portance, and  believed  only  by  those  who 
were  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  politics 
and  strength  of  the  French  nation. 

in  confirmation  of  what  he  had  advanced, 
he  endeavoured  to  demonstrate  how  impos- 
sible it  must  be  for  that  people  to  fit  out  even 
the  tiiird  part  of  such  a  navy,  so  soon  after 
the  losses  they  had  sustained  during  the  war ; 
and  conlirmed  his  proof  by  asserting,  that,  to 
his  certain  knowledge,  the  harbours  of  IJrest 
and  Toulon  could  not  at  that  time  produce  a 
squadron  of  eight  ships  of  the  line. 

The  member,  who  was  an  utter  stranger 
to  this  misanthrope,  hearing  his  own  asseve- 
rations treated  with  such  contempt,  giowei. 
with  confusion  and  resentment,  and,  raising 
his  voice,  began  to  defend  his  own  veracity 
with  great  eagerness  and  trepidation,  min- 
gling with  his  arguments  many  blustering 
invectives  against  the  insolence  and  ill  man- 
ners of  his  supposed  contradictor,  who  sal 
with  the  most  mortifying  composure  of  coun- 
tenance, till  the  officer's  patience  was  quite 
exhausted  ;  and  then,  to  the  manifest  increase 
of  his  vexation,  he  was  informed,  that  his 
antagonist  was  so  deaf,  that,  in  all  proba- 
bility, the  last  trumpet  would  make  no  im- 
pression upon  him,  without  a  previous  reno- 
vation of  his  organs. 


CHAPTER  LXXH. 

He  cidtlvatp.s  an  acquaintance  with  the  mi- 
santhrope, who  favours  him  with  a  shnr. 
sketch  of  his  own  titsturij. 

Pkrkgrine  was  extremely  well  pleased  with 
this  occasional  rebuke,  which  occurred  so 
seasonably,  that  he  could  scarce  believe  it 
accidental.  He  looked  upon  Cadwallader  as 
the  greatest  curiosity  he  had  ever  known,  and 
cultivated  the  old  man's  acquaintance  with 
such  insinuating  address,  that  in  loss  tlian  a 
fortnight  he  obtained  his  confidence.  As 
they  one  day  walked  into  the  fields  together, 
the  man-hater  disclosed  himself  in  these 
words.  •*  Though  the  term  of  our  communi- 
cation has  been  but  siiort,  you  must  have 
perceived  that  I  treat  you  with  uncommon 
marks  of  regard;  which,  I  assure  you,  is  not 
owing  to  your  personal  accompliahments.  not 
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the  pains  you  take  to  oblige  me ;  for  the  first 
T  overlook,  and  the  last  I  see  through :  but 
there  is  something  in  your  disposition  wliich 
indicates  a  rooted  contempt  for  the  world, 
and  I  understand  you  have  made  some  suc- 
cessful efforts  in  exposing  one  part  of  it  to 
the  ridicule  of  the  other.  It  is  upon  this  as- 
surance that  I  offer  you  my  advice  and  assist- 
ance, in  prosecuting  other  schemes  of  the 
same  nature ;  and  to  convince  you  that  such 
an  alliance  is  not  to  be  rejected,  I  v/ill  now 
give  vou  a  short  sketch  of  my  history,  which 
will  oe  published  after  my  death,  in  forty- 
seven  volumes  of  my  own  compiling. 

"  I  was  born  about  forty  miles  from  this 
place,  of  parents  who,  having  a  very  okl  fa- 
mily name  to  support,  bestowed  their  whole 
fortune  on  my  elder  brother  ;  so  that  I  inhe- 
rited of  my  father  little  else  than  a  large 
share  of  choler,  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  a 
great  many  adventures,  tjiat  did  not  always 
end  to  my  satisfaction.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, I  was  sent  up  to  town,  with  a  recom- 
mendation to  a  certain  peer,  w^ho  found  means 
to  amuse  me  witii  the  promise  of  a  commis- 
sion for  seven  whole  years;  and  'tis  odds  but 
I  sliould  have  made  my  fortune  by  my  perse- 
verance, had  not  I  been  arrested,  and  thrown 
into  the  Marshalsea  by  my  landlord,  on  whose 
credit  I  had  subsisted  three  years,  after  my 
father  had  pronounced  me  an  idle  vagabond  : 
there  I  remained  six  months,  among  those 
orisoners  who  have  no  other  support  than 
chance  cliarity;  and  contracted  a  very  valua- 
nle  acquaintance,  v/hich  was  of  great  service 
to  me  in  the  future  emergencies  of  my  life. 

"I  was  no  sooner  discharged,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  act  of  parliament  for  the  relief 
of  insolvent  debtors,  than  I  went  to  the  house 
of  my  creditor,  whom  1  cudgelled  without 
mercy ;  and,  that  I  might  leave  nothing  un- 
done of  tJiose  tilings  whicli  I  ought  to  have 
done,  my  next  stage  was  to  Westminster- 
hall,  where  I  wailed  until  my  patron  came 
forth  from  the  house,  and  saluted  him  with  a 
blow  tliat  laid  him  senseless  on  the  pavement : 
but  my  retreat  was  not  so  fortunate  as  I  could 
have  wished:  the  chairmen  and  lacqueys  in 
waiting  having  surrounded  and  disarmed  me 
in  a  trice,  I  was  committed  to  Newgate,  and 
loaded  witli  chains;  and  a  very  sagacious 
gentleman,  who  vas  afterwards  hanged,  hav- 
ingsatin  judgrr.ent  upon  my  case,  pronounced 
me  guilty  of  a  capital  crime,  and  foretold  my 
condemnation  at  the  Old  Bailey.  His  prog- 
nostic, however,  was  disappointed;  for  no- 
body appearing  to  prosecute  me  at  the  next 
sessi.ins  I  was  discharged  by  order  of  the 
court.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  re- 
count, in  the  compass  of  one  day's  conversa- 
tion all  the  particular  exploits  of  which  I 
bore  considerable  share:  suffice  it  to  say,  I 
iiave  been,  at  different  times,  prisoner  in  all 
the  jails  within  the  bills  of  mortality  ;  I  have 
broke  from  every  round-house  on  this  side 
Tnmple-bar.     No  bailiff,  in  t!ie  days  of  my 


youth  and  desperation,  durst  execute  a  writ 
upon  me  without  a  dozen  of  followers ;  and 
the  justices  themselves  trembled  when  I  wa? 
brought  before  them.  I  v/as  once  maimed  bj 
a  carman,  with  whom  I  quarrelled,  because 
he  ridiculed  my  leek  on  St  David's  day;  my 
skull  was  fractured  by  a  butcher's  cleaver  on 
the  like  occasion.  I  have  been  run  through 
the  body  five  times,  and  lost  the  tip  of  my 
left  ear  by  a  pistol  bullet.  In  a  rencounter 
of  this  kind,  having  left  my  antagonist  for 
dead,  I  was  wise  enough  to  make  my  retreat 
into  France ;  and  a  few  days  after  my  arri- 
val at  Paris,  entering  into  conversation  with 
some  officers  on  the  subject  of  politics,  a  dis- 
pute arose,  in  which  I  lost  my  temper,  and 
spoke  so  irreverently  of  the  Grand  Mon- 
arque,  that  next  morning  I  was  sent  to  the 
bastile,  by  virtue  of  a  Icttre  de  cachet. 
There  I  remained  for  some  months,  deprived 
of  all  intercourse  with  rational  creatures;  a 
circumstance  for  which  I  was  not  sorry,  as  I 
had  the  more  time  to  project  schemes  of  re- 
venge against  the  tyrant  who  confined  me, 
and  the  wretch  wJio  had  betrayed  my  private 
conversation  :  but  tired,  at  length,  with  tliese 
fruitless  suggestions,  I  was  fain  to  unbend 
the  severity  of  my  thoughts,  by  a  correspon- 
dence with  some  industrious  spiders,  whc 
had  hung  my  dimgeon  with  their  ingenious 
labours.  I  considered  their  work  with  such 
attention,  that  I  soon  became  an  adept  in  the 
mystery  of  weaving,  and  furnished  myself 
with  as  many  useful  observations  and  reflec- 
tions on  that  art,  as  w'ill  compose  a  very  cu- 
rious treatise,  which  I  intend  to  bequeath  tc 
the  Royal  Society,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
woollen  manufacture;  and  this  with  a  view 
to  perpetuate  my  own  name,  rather  than  be- 
friend my  country ;  for,  tliank  heaven  !  I  am 
weaned  from  all  attachments  of  that  kind, 
and  look  upon  myself  as  one  very  little 
obliged  to  any  society  wliatsoever.  Although 
I  presided  with  absolute  power  over  this  long- 
legofed  community,  and  distributed  rewards 
and  punishments  to  each,  according  to  his 
deserts,  I  grew  impatient  of  my  situation  ; 
and  my  natural  disposition  one  day  prevail- 
ing, like  a  fire  which  had  long  been  smother- 
ed, I  wreaked  the  fury  of  my  indignation 
upon  my  innocent  subjects,  and  in  a  twink- 
ling destroyed  the  wiiole  race.  While  I  was 
employed  in  this  general  massacre,  the  turn- 
key, who  brought  me  food,  opened  the  door, 
and  perceiving  my  transport,  shrugged  up 
his  shoulders,  and  'leaving  my  allowance, 
went  out,  pronouncing,  le  pauvre  diahle!  la 
tele  lui  tovrnc.  My  passion  no  sooner  sub- 
sided,  than  I  resolved  to  profit  by  this  opi- 
nion of  the  jailor,  and  from  that  day  coun- 
terfeited lunacy  with  such  success,  that  in 
less  than  three  months  I  was  delivered  from 
the  bastile,  and  sent  to  the  galleys,  in  which 
they  thought  my  bodily  vigour  mirht  be  of 
service,  although  the  faculties  of  my  mind 
were  decayed.     Before  I  was  chained  to  the 
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our,  1  received  tlneo  luindred  stripes  by  way 
of  welcome,  that  I  iiiiy-Iit  thereby  be  rendered 
more  tractable,  notwithstanding  I  used  all 
the  arguments  in  my  power  to  persuade  them 
I  was  only  mad  north-north-west,  and,  when 
the  wind  was  southerly,  knew  a  hawk  from 
u'l  handsaw. 

"In  our  second  cruise,  we  liad  the  good 
fortune  to  be  overtakeu  by  a  tempest,  during 
v.'hich  the  slaves  were  unbound,  that  they 
might  contribute  the  more  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  galley,  and  have  a  chance  for 
their  lives,  in  case  of  shipwreck.  We  were 
no  sooner  at  liberty,  than,  making  ourselves 
masters  of  the  vessel,  we  robbed  the  officers, 
and  ran  her  on  shore  among  rocks  on  the 
coast  of  Portugal ;  from  whence  ^  hastened 
to  Lisbon,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  my  pas- 
sage in  some  aliip  bound  for  England,  where, 
by  tbis  time,  I  hoped  my  atTair  was  forgotten. 
"  But,  before  this  scheme  could  be  accom- 
plished, my  evil  genius  led  me  into  company ; 
and,  being  intoxicated,  I  began  to  broach 
doctrines  on  the  subject  of  religion,  at  which 
Bome  of  the  party  were  scandalized  and  in- 
censed ;  and  1  was  next  day  dragged  out  of 
bed  by  the  officers  of  the  inquisition,  and  con- 
veyed to  a  cell  in  the  prison  belonging  to 
that  tribunal. 

"  At  my  tirst  examination,  my  resentment 
was  strong  enough  to  support  me  under  the 
torture,  wliich  I  endured  without  flinching; 
but  my  resolution  abated,  and  my  zeal  im- 
mediately cooled,  when  I  understood  from  a 
fellow-prisoner,  who  groaned  on  the  other 
side  of  the  partition,  that  in  a  short  time 
there  would  be  an  auto  dc/e,  in  consequence 
of  whicli  I  should,  in  all  probability,  be  doom- 
ed to  the  tlames,  if  I  would  not  renounce  my 
heretical  errors,  and  submit  to  such  penance 
as  the  church  should  think  fit  to  prescribe. 
This  miserable  wretch  was  convicted  of  Ju- 
daism, which  he  had  privately  practised  by 
connivance  for  many  years,  until  he  had 
amassed  a  fortune  sufficient  to  attract  the  re- 
gard of  the  church.  To  this  he  fell  a  sacri- 
tice,  and  accordingly  prepared  himself  for 
the  stake  ;  while  I,  not  at  all  ambitious  of 
the  crown  of  martyrdom,  resolved  to  tempo- 
rise :  so  that,  when  I  was  brought  to  the 
question  the  second  time,  I  made  a  solemn 
recantation..  As  I  had  no  worldly  fortune  to 
obstruct  my  salvation,  I  was  received  into 
the  bosom  of  the  church,  and,  by  way  of 
penance,  enjoined  to  walk  barefoot  to  Rome 

J         in  the  habit  of  a  pilgrim. 

'-  "  During  my  peregrination  through  Spain, 

I  was  detained  as  a  spy,  until  I  could  procure 
credentials  from  the  inquisition  at  Lisbon  ; 
and  beliaved  with  such  resolution  and  re- 
Berve,  that,  after  being  released,  I  was  deem- 
•  ed  a  proper  person  to  be  employed  in  quality 
of  a  secret  intelligencer  at  a  certain  court. 
This  office  I  undertook  without  hesitation  ; 
and,  being  furnished  with  money  and  bills 
«f  cr'idit,  crossed  tho  Pvrcnnecs,  with    in- 
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tention  to  revenge  myself  upon  the  Spa- 
niards for  the  severities  I  had  undcrgc  ne  da- 
ring my  captivity. 

"  Having  therefore  efiectually  disguised 
myself  by  a  change  of  dress,  and  a  large  patch 
on  one  eye,  I  hired  an  equipage,  and  ajjpoared 
at  Bologna  in  quality  of  an  itinerant  physi- 
cian, in  which  capacity  I  succeeded  tolera- 
bly well,  till  my  servants  decamped  in  the 
night  with  my  baggage,  and  left  ine  in  the 
condition  of  Adam.  In  short,  I  have  tra- 
velled over  the  greatest  part  of  Europe  as  a 
beggar,  pilgrim,  priest,  soldier,  gamester,  and 
quack;  and  felt  the  extremes  of  indigence 
and  opulence,  with  the  inclemency  of  wea- 
ther, in  all  its  vicissitudes.  I  have  learned 
that  the  characters  of  mankind  are  every 
where  tlie  same ;  that  common  sense  and 
honesty  bear  an  infinitely  small  proportion 
to  folly  and  vice ;  and  that  life  is  at  best  a 
paltry  province. 

"After  having  suffered  innumerable  hard- 
ships, dangers,  and  disgraces,  I  returned  to 
London,  where  I  lived  some  years  in  a  gar 
ret,  and  picked  up  a  subsistence,  such  as  it 
was,  by  vending  purges  in  the  streets,  from 
the  back  of  a  pied  horse;  in  which  situation 
I  used  to  harangue  the  mob  in  broken  Eng- 
lish, under  pretence  of  being  an  Iligli  German 
doctor. 

"  At  last  an  ancle  died,  by  whom  I  inlierit 
an  estate  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum,' 
though,  in  his  lifetime,  he  would  not  have 
parted  with  a  sixpence  to  save  my  soul  and 
body  from  perdition. 

"  I  now  appear  in  the  world,  not  as  a  mem- 
ber of  any  community,  or  what  is  called  a 
social  creature,  but  merely  as  a  spectator, 
who  entertains  himself  with  the  grimaces  o-f 
a  jack-pudding,  and  banquets  his  spleen  in 
beholding  his  enemies  at  loggerheads.  That 
I  may  enjoy  this  disposition,  abstracted  from 
all  interruption,  danger,  and  participation,  I 
feign  myself  deaf;  an  expedient  by  which 
not  only  avoid  all  disputes,  and  their  conse 
quences,  but  also  become  master  of  a  thoK 
sand  little  secrets,  which  are  every  day  whis- 
pered in  my  presence,  without  any  suspicion 
of  their  being  overheard.  You  saw  how  I 
handled  that  shallow  politician  at  my  lady 
Plausible's  the  other  day.  The  same  method 
I  practised  upon  the  crazed  tory,  the  bigot 
whig,  the  sour  supercilious  pedant,  the  petu- 
lant critic,  the  blustering  coward,  the  fawn- 
ing tool,  the  pert  pimp,  sly  sharper,  and 
every  other  species  of  knaves  and  fools,  witli 
which  tliis  kingdom  abounds. 

"  In  consequence  of  my  rank  and  charar- 
ter,  1  obtain  free  admission  to  the  ladies, 
among  whom  I  have  acquired  tno  appellatioi. 
of  the  Scandalous  Chronicle.  As  I  am  con- 
sidered (while  silent)  in  no  other  light  than 
that  of  a  foot-stool  or  elbow  chair,  they  divest 
their  conversation  of  all  restraint  before  mo, 
and  gratif^v  my  sense  of  hearing  with  strangtj 
things,  whicli  Tif  I  could  prevail  upon  myself 
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o  give  the  world  that  satisfaction)  would 
eompose  a  curious  piece  of  secret  historv, 
and  exhibit  a  quite  different  idea  of  charac- 
ters from  what  is  commonly  entertained. 

"  Ey  this  time,  young  gentleman,  you  may 
perceive,  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  be  a 
valuable  correspondent,  and  that  it  will  be 
your  interest  to  deserve  my  confidence." 

Here  the  misanthrope  left  off  speaking,  de- 
sirous to  know  the  sentiments  of  our  hero, 
who  embraced  the  proffered  alliance  in  a 
transport  of  joy  and  surprise;  and  the  treaty 
was  no  sooner  concluded,  than  Mr  Crabtree 
began  to  perlbrm  articles,  by  im,narting  to 
him  a  thousand  delicious  secrets,  from  the 
possession  of  which  he  promised  himself  in- 
numerable scenes  of  mirth  and  enjoyment. 
By  means  of  this  associate,  wiiom  he  consi- 
dered as  the  ring  of  Gyges,  he  foresaw,  that 
he  should  be  enabled  to  penetrate,  not  only 
Kito  the  chambers,  but  even  to  the  inmost 
thoughts  of  the  female  se.\'.  In  order  to 
ward  off  suspicion,  they  agreed  to  revile  each 
other  in  public,  and  meet  at  a  certain  private 
••endezvous,  to  communicate  their  mutual  dis- 
coveries, and  concert  their  future  operations. 

In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant 
Hatchway,  representing  the  dangerous  situa- 
tion of  the  commodore,  Peregrine  took  a 
hasty  leave  of  his  friends,  and  departed  im- 
mediately for  the  garrison. 


CHAPTER  LXXIII. 

Peregrine  arrives  at  the  garrison,  irhrre 
he  receives  the  last  admomlions  of  Com- 
modore Trunnion,  who  next  day  resigns 
his  breath,  and  is  buried  according  to  his 
own  directions — some  gentlemen  in  the 
country  make  a  fruitless  attempt  to  ac- 
commodate matters  betwixt  Mr  Gamaliel 
Pickle  and  his  eldest  son. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  our  hero 
arrived  at  the  garrison,  where  he  found  his 
v,'enerous  uncle  in  extremity,  supported  in 
bed  by  Julia  on  one  side,  and  Lieutenant 
Hatchway  on  the  other,  while  Mr  Jolter  ad- 
ministered spiritual  consolation  to  his  soul, 
and  between  whiles  comforted  Mrs  Trun- 
nion, who,  with  her  maid,  sat  by  the  fire, 
weeping  with  great  decorum  ;  the  physician 
having  just  taken  his  last  fee,  and  retired, 
Hfter  pronouncing  the  fatal  prognostic,  in 
w'lich  he  an.xiously  wished  he  might  be  mis- 
taken. 

Though  the  comm.odore's  speech  was  in- 
terrupted by  a  violent  hickup,  he  still  retained 
'.he  use  of  his  senses  ;  and  when  Peregrine 
approached,  stretched  out  his  hands  with 
manifest  signs  of  satisfaction.  The  young 
gentleman,  whose  heart  overflowed  with  gra- 
titude and  affection,  could  not  behold  such  a 
spectacio  unmoved.  He  endeavoured  to  con- 
ce£L  nis  tenderness,  which,  in  the  wildness 


of  his  youth,  and  the  pride  of  his  disposition, 
he  considered  as  a  derogation  from  his  men- 
hood  ;  but,  in  spite  of  all  his  endeavours,  the 
tears  gushed  from  his  eyes,  while  he  kissed 
the  old  man's  hnnd  ;  and  he  was  so  utterly 
disconcerted  by  his  grief,  that,  when  he  at- 
tempted to  spealc,  his  tongue  denied  its  of- 
fice ; — so  that  the  commodore,  perceiving  his 
disorder,  made  a  last  effort  of  strength,  and 
consoled  him  in  these  words  : — "  Swab  the 
spray  from  3'our  bowsprit,  my  good  lad,  and 
coil  up  your  spirits.  You  must  not  let  tlie 
toplifts  of  your  heart  give  way,  because  you 
see  me  ready  to  go  down  at  these  years : 
many  a  better  man  has  foundered  before  he 
has  made  half  my  way :  thof  I  tnist,  by  the 
mercy  of  God,  I  shall  be  sure  in  port  in  a 
very  few  glasses,  and  fast  mooned  in  a  most 
blessed  riding  ;  for  my  good  friend  Jolter 
hath  overhauled  the  journal  of  my  sins,  and, 
by  the  observation  he  hath  taken  of  the  state 
of  my  soul,  I  hope  I  shall  happily  conclude 
m.y  voyage,  and  be  brought  up  in  the  latitude 
of  heaven.  Here  has  been  a  doctor  that 
wanted  to  stow  me  choakful  of  physic  ;  but, 
when  a  man's  hour  is  come,  what  signifies 
his  taking  his  departure  with  a  'pothecary's 
shop  m  his  hold.  Those  fellows  come  along- 
side of  dying  men,  like  the  messengers  of  the 
admiralty,  with  sailing  orders  ;  but  I  told  him 
as  how  I  could  slip  iny  cable  without  his  di- 
rection or  assistance,  and  so  he  hauled  off  in 
dudgeon.  This  cursed  hickup  makes  such  a 
rippling  in  the  current  of  my  speech,  that 
mayhap  you  don't  understand  what  I  say. 
Now,  while  the  sucker  of  my  wind-pump 
will  go,  I  would  willingly  mention  a  few 
things,  which  I  hope  j^ou  will  set  down  in 
the  log-book  of  your  remembrance,  when  \ 
am  stiff,  d'ye  sec.  There's  your  aunt  sitting 
whimpering  by  the  fire  ;  I  desire  you  will  keen 
her  tight,  warm,  and  eas}',  in  her  old  age ; 
she's  an  honest  heart  in  her  own  way,  and 
thof  she  goes  a  little  crank  and  humoursome, 
bv  being  often  overstowed  with  nantz  and 
religion,  she  has  been  a  faithful  shipmate  to 
me,  and  I  dare  say  never  turned  in  with  an- 
other man  since  we  first  embarked  in  the 
same  bottom.  Jack  Hatchway,  you  know 
the  trim  of  iier  as  well  as  e'er  a  man  in  Eng- 
land, and  I  bjclieve  she  has  a  kindness  for 
you;  whereby,  if  you  tv/o  will  grapple  in  the 
way  of  matrimony,  when  I  am  gone,  I  do 
suppose  that  my  godson,  for  love  of  me,  will 
allow  you  to  live  in  the  garrison  all  the  days 
of  your  life." 

Peregrine  assured  him  he  would  witn 
pleasure  comply  with  any  reijuest  he  should 
make  in  behalf  of  two  persons  whom  he  es- 
teemed so  much.  The  lieutenant,  with  a 
waggish  sneer,  which  even  the  gravity  of  the 
situation  could  not  prevent,  tlianked  them 
both  for  their  good-v/ill,  telling  the  commo- 
dore he  was  obliged  to  him  for  his  friend- 
ship, in  seeking  to  promote  him  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  vessel  wliich  he  himself  had  wore 
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ml  ill  the  service;  hut  that,  notwithstaiulin<r, 
ne  should  hv  content  to  take  charj^e  of  her, 
.houifli  he  couUl  not  lielp  beinj^sliy  of  coining 
at\er  sucli  an  able  navigator. 

Trunnion,  cxiiausted  as  he  was,  smiled  at 
fliis  sully,  and  alter  some  pause  resumed  his 
admonitions  in  this  manner; — "I  need  not 
talk  of  ripes,  because  I  know  you'll  do  for 
him  without  any  recommendation  ;  the  fel- 
.ow  has  sailed  with  me  in  many  a  hard  gale, 
and  I'll  warrant  him  as  stout  a  seaman  as 
ever  set  face  to  the  weather ;  but  I  hope 
you  11  take  care  of  the  rest  of  my  crew,  and 
not  disrate  them  after  I  am  dead,  in  favour 
of  new  follov/ers.  As  for  that  young  woman, 
Ned  Gauntlet's  daughter,  I'm  informed  as 
how  she's  an  excellent  wench,  and  has  a  re- 
spect for  you ;  whereby  if  you  run  her  on 
board  in  an  unlawful  way,  I  leave  my  curse 
upon  you,  and  trust  you  will  never  prosper 
in  the  voyage  of  life ;  but  I  believe  you  are 
more  of  an  honest  man,  than  to  behave  so 
much  like  a  pirate.  I  beg  of  all  love  you 
wool  take  care  of  your  constitution,  and  be- 
ware of  running  foul  of  harlots,  who  are  no 
better  than  so  many  mermaids,  that  sit  upon 
rocks  in  the  sea,  and  hang  out  a  fair  face  for 
the  destruction  of  passengers  ;  thof  I  must 
?ay,  for  my  own  part,  I  never  met  with  any 
of  those  sweet  singers,  and  yet  I  have  gone 
'.o  sea  for  the  space  of  thirty  years.  But 
howBomever,  steer  your  course  clear  of  all 

mch  brimstone  b .     Shun  going  to  law, 

p.a  you  would  shun  the  devil ;  and  look 
up:n  all  attorneys  as  devouring  sharks, 
or  ravenous  fish  of  prey.  As  soon  as  the 
hrcatii  is  out  of  my  body,  let  minute  guns  be 
fired,  till  I  am  safe  under  ground.  1  would 
■dso  be  buried  in  the  red  jacket  I  had  on  when 
/  boarded  and  took  the  Renummy.  Let  my 
pistols,  cutlass,  and  pocket  compass,  be  laid 
in  the  coffin  along  with  me.  Let  me  be  car- 
ried to  the  grave  by  my  own  men,  rigged  in 
the  black  caps  and  white  shirts  which  my 
Darge's  crew  were  wont  to  wear ;  and  they 
musi  keep  a  good  look-out,  that  none  of  your 
pilfering  rascallions  may  come  and  heave  me 
up  again,  for  the  lucre  of  what  they  can  got, 
until  the  carcass  is  belayed  by  a  tombstone. 
As  for  the  motto,  or  what  you  call  it,  I  leave 
that  to  you  and  Mr  Jolter,  who  are  scholars; 
but  I  do  desire,  that  it  may  not  be  engraved 
in  the  Greek  or  Latin  lingos,  and  much  less 
in  the  French,  whicli  I  abominate,  but  in 
plain  English,  that,  when  the  angel  comes  to 
pipe  all  hands,  at  the  great  day,  he  may 
know  that  I  am  a  British  man,  and  speak  to 
me  in  my  mother  tongue.  And  now  I  have 
uc  more  to  say,  but  God  in  heaven  have 
mercy  upon  my  soul,  and  send  you  all  fair 
weather,  wheresoever  you  are  bound."  So 
Faying,  he  regarded  every  individual  around 
liim  with  a  look  of  complacency,  and,  closing 
bis  eye,  composed  himself  to  rest,  while  the 
whole  audience.  Pipes  himself  not  excepted, 
vere  melted  with  sorrow;  and  Mrs  Trunnion 
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consented  to  quit  the  room,  that  she  miglit 
not  be  exposed  to  the  unspeakable  anguish 
of  seeing  him  expire. 

His  last  moments,  however,  were  not  so 
near  as  they  imagined.  He  began  to  dose^ 
and  enjoyed  small  intervals  of  ease,  till  next 
day  in  the  atU-rnoon ;  during  whicii  remiss- 
ions, he  was  heard  to  pour  forth  many  pious 
ejaculations,  expressing  his  hope,  that,  for 
all  tlie  heavy  cargo  of  his  sins,  he  should  bo 
able  to  surmount  the  puttock-shrouds  ot 
despair,  and  get  aloft  to  the  cross-trees  ot 
God's  good  favour.  At  last  his  voice  sunk 
so  low  as  not  to  be  distinguished  ;  and, 
having  lain  about  an  hour,  almost  without 
any  perceptible  signs  of  life,  he  gave  up  the 
ghost  with  a  groan,  which  announced  his  de- 
cease. 

Julia  was  no  sooner  certified  of  tliis 
melancholy  event,  than  she  ran  to  her  aunt's 
chamber,  weeping  aloud  ;  and  immediately 
a  very  decent  concert  was  performed  by  the 
good  widow  and  her  attendants.  Peregrine 
and  Hatchway  retired  till  the  corpse  should 
he  laid  out ;  and  Pipes  having  surveyed  the 
body,  with  a  face  of  rueful  attention, — 
"  Well  fare  thy  soul !  old  Hawser  Trunnion," 
said  he,  "  man  and  boy  I  have  known  thee 
these  five-and-thirty  years,  and  sure  a  truer 
heart  never  broke  biscuit.  Many  a  hard 
gale  hast  thou  weathered  ;  but  now  thy  speLis 
are  all  over,  and  thy  hull  fairly  laid  up.  A 
better  commander  I'd  never  desire  to  serve ; 
and  who  knows  but  I  may  help  to  set  up 
thy  standing  rigcfing  in  another  world]" 

All  the  servants  of  the  iiouse  were  affect 
ed  with  the  loss  of  their  old  master;  and 
the  poor  people  in  the  neighbourhood  as- 
sembled at  the  gate,  and,  by  repeated  bowl- 
ings, expressed  their  sorrow  for  the  death 
of  their  charitable  benefactor.  Peregrine, 
though  he  felt  every  thing  which  love  and 
gratitude  could  inspire  on  tiiis  occasion,  was 
not  so  much  overwhelmed  with  affliction,  as 
to  be  incapable  of  taking  the  management 
of  the  family  into  his  own  hands.  He  gave 
directions  about  the  funeral  with  great  dis- 
cretion, after  having  paid  the  compliments 
of  condolence  to  iiis  aunt,  whom  he  consol- 
ed witli  the  assurance  of  liis  inviolable 
esteem  and  affection.  He  ordered  a  suit  of 
mourning  to  be  made  for  every  person  in  the 
garrison,  and  invited  all  the  neighbouring 
gentlemen  to  the  buri.tl,  not  even  excepting 
his  father  and  brother  Gam,  who  did  not,  lunv- 
ever,  honour  the  ceremony  with  tfccir  pre- 
sence ;  nor  was  his  mother  humane  enough 
to  visit  her  sister-in-law  in  her  distress. 

In  the  method  of  interment,  the  commo- 
dore's injunctions  were  obeyed  to  a  tittle-, 
and  at  the  same  time  our  hero  made  a  do- 
nation of  fifty  pounds  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  as  a  benefaction  which  his  uncle  had 
ibrgot  to  bequeath. 

Having  performed  these  obsequies  with 
the  most  pious  punctuality,  he  exanunod  tl«3 
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will,  to  which  there  was  no  addition  since  it 
had  been  first  execi  ted,  adjusted  the  payment 
of  all  the  legacies,  and,  being  sole  executor, 
took  an  account  of  the  estate  to  which  he 
had  succeeded,  which,  after  all  deductions, 
amounted  to  thirty  thousand  pounds.  The 
possession  of  such  a  fortune,  of  which  he 
was  absolute  master,  did  not  at  all  contribute 
to  the  humiliation  of  his  spirit,  but  inspired 
nim  with  new  ideas  of  g-randeur  and  magni- 
ficence, and  elevated  his  ho])e  to  the  highest 
pinnacle  of  expectation. 

His  domestic  afl'airs  being  settled,  he  was 
visited  by  almost  all  the  gentlemen  of  the 
country,  who  came  to  pay  tlieir  compliments 
of  congratulation  on  his  accession  to  the 
■estate  ;  and  some  of  them  offered  their  good 
jfRces  towards  a  reconciliation  betwixt  his 
iiither  and  liim,  induced  by  the  general  de- 
testation which  was  entertained  for  his 
brother  Gam,  who  was  by  this  time  looked 
jpon  by  his  neighbours  as  a  prodigy  of  in- 
dolence and  malice.  Our  young  squire 
thanked  them  for  their  kind  proposal,  which 
lie  accepted :  and  old  Gamaliel,  at  their 
entreaties,  seemed  very  well  disposed  to  any 
accommodation  ;  but,  as  he  would  not  ven- 
•Aire  to  declare  himself  before  he  had  con- 
sulted his  wife,  his  favourable  disposition  was 
rendered  altogether  ineffectual,  by  the  in- 
Btigations  of  that  implacable  woman;  and 
our  hero  resigned  all  expectation  of  being 
reunited  to  his  father's  house.  His  brother, 
as  usual,  took  all  opportunities  of  injuring 
his  character,  by  false  aspersions,  and  stories 
misrepresented,  in  order  to  prejudice  his  re- 
putation ;  nor  was  his  sister  Julia  suffered 
to  enjoy  her  good  fortune  in  peace.  Had  he 
undergone  such  persecution  from  an  alien  to 
his  blood,  the  world  would  have  heard  of  his 
revenge ;  bat,  notwithstanding  his  indig- 
nation, lie  was  too  much  tinctured  by  the 
prejudices  of  consanguinity,  to  lift  his  arm 
in  judgment  against  the  son  of  his  own 
!)arents  ;  and  this  consideration  abridged  the 
term  of  his  residence  at  the  garrison,  where 
lie  had  proposed  so  stay  for  some  months. 


CHAPTER  LXXIV. 

The  young  gentleman,  having  settled  his 
domestic  affairs,  arrives  in  London,  and 
sets  np  a  gay  equipage — he  meets  with 
Emilia,  and  is  introduced  to  her  uncle. 

His  aunt,  at  the  earnest  solicitations  of 
Julia  and  her  husband,  took  up  her  quarters 
attiie  house  of  that  affectionate  kinswoman, 
who  made  it  her  chief  study  to  comfort  and 
cherish  the  disconsolate  widow  ;  and  Jolter, 
in  expectation  of  the  living  which  was  not 
vet  vacant,  remained  in  garrison,  in  quality 
of  land-steward  upon  our  hero's  country 
pstate.  As  for  the  lieutenant,  our  young 
p;entleman  <;ommuned  with  him  in  a  serious 


manner  about  the  commodore's  proposal  of 
taking  Mrs  Trunnion  to  wife ;  and  Jack 
being  quite  tired  of  the  solitary  situation  of 
a  bachelor,  which  nothing  but  the  company 
of  his  old  commander  could  have  enabled 
him  to  support  so  long,  far  from  discovering 
aversion  to  the  match,  observed,  with  an  arc)) 
smile,  tliat  it  was  not  the  first  time  he 
had  commanded  a  vessel  in  the  absence  of 
Captain  Trunnion  ;  and  therefore,  if  the 
widow  was  willing,  he  would  cheerfully 
stand  by  her  helm,  and  as  he  hoped  the  duty 
would  not  be  of  long  continuance,  do  his 
endeavour  to  steer  her  safe  into  port,  where 
the  commodore  might  come  on  board,  and 
take  charge  of  her  again. 

In  consequence  of  this  declaration,  it  waa 
determined  that  Mr  Hatchway  should  make 
his  addresses  to  Mrs  Trunnion  as  soon  as 
decency  would  permit  her  to  receive  them  ; 
and  Mr  Clover  and  his  wife  promised  to 
exert  their  influence  in  his  behalf.  Mean- 
while, Jack  was  desired  to  live  at  the  castle, 
as  usual,  and  assured,  that  it  should  be  put 
wholly  in  his  possession,  as  soon  as  he 
should  be  able  to  accomplish  this  matrimonial 
scheme. 

When  Peregrine  had  settled  all  these 
points  to  his  own  satisfaction,  he  took  leave 
of  all  his  friends,  and,  repairing  to  the  great 
city,  purchased  a  new  chariot  and  horses, 
put  Pipes  and  another  lacquey  into  rich 
liveries,  took  elegant  lodgings  in  Pail-Mall, 
and  made  a  most  remarkable  appearance 
among  the  people  of  fashion.  It  was  owing 
to  this  equipage,  and  the  gaiety  of  his  per- 
sonal deportment,  that  common  fame,  which 
is  always  a  common  liar,  represented  him 
as  a  young  gentleman  who  had  just  suc- 
ceeded to  an  estate  of  five  thousand  pounds 
per  annum,  by  the  death  of  an  uncle  ;  that 
he  was  entitled  to  an  equal  fortune  at  the 
decease  of  his  own  father,  exclusive  of  two 
considerable  jointures,  which  would  devolve 
upon  him  at  the  demise  of  his  mother  and 
aunt.  This  report,  false  and  ridiculous  as  it 
was,  he  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  contra- 
dict :  not  but  tliat  he  was  sorry  to  find 
himself  so  misrepresented ;  but  his  vanity 
would  not  allow  him  to  take  any  step  that 
might  diminish  his  importance  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  courted  his  acquaintance,  on 
the  supposition  that  his  circumstances  were 
actually  as  affluent  as  they  were  said  to  be 
Nay,  so  much  was  he  infatuated  by  this 
weakness,  that  he  resolved  to  encourage  the 
deception,  by  living  up  to  the  report ,  and 
accordingly  engaged  in  the  most  expensive 
parties  of  pleasure,  believing  that,  before  his 
present  finances  should  be  exhausted,  his 
fortune  would  be  effectually  made,  by  the 
personal  accomplishments  he  should  have 
occasion  to  display  to  the  beau  monde  in  five 
course  of  his  extravat^ance.  In  a  word, 
vanity  and  pride  were  the  ruling  foibles  of 
our  adventurer,  who  imagined  himself  suf 
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"ciently  qualiticrl  to  ri'lrieve  his  fortune  in 
various  sliapcs,  louff  before  lie  rould  have 
any  idea  of  want  or  dilHculty.  lie  tliouirlit 
lie  should  have  it  in  his  [)o\ver,  at  any  time, 
to  make  prire  of  a  rich  heiress,  or  opulent 
widow  ;  his  ambition  had  already  aspired  to 
the  heart  of  a  younjj  handsome  duchess 
dowager,  to  whoso  ac(iuaiutance  he  had 
found  means  to  be  introduced;  or,  should 
matrimony  chance  to  be  unsuitable  to  his 
inclinations,  he  never  doubted,  that,  by  the 
interest  he  might  acquire  among  the  nobility, 
he  should  be  favoured  with  some  lucrative 
post,  that  would  amply  recompense  him  for 
the  liberality  of  his  disposition.  There  are 
many  young  men  who  entertain  the  same 
expectations,  with  half  the  reason  he  had  to 
be  so  presum[)tuous. 

]n  the  midst  of  these  chimerical  calcu- 
lations, his  passion  for  Emilia  did  not  subside, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  began  to  rage  with  such 
an  intlammation  of  desire,  that  her  idea  in- 
terfered with  every  other  reflection,  and  ab- 
solutely disabled  him  from  prosecuting  the 
other  lofty  schemes  which  his  imagination 
had  projected.  lie  therefore  laid  down  the 
honest  resolution  of  visiting  her  in  all  the 
splendour  of  his  situation,  in  order  to  practise 
upon  her  virtue  with  all  his  art  and  address, 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  ini^uence  and 
fortune.  Nay,  so  effectually  had  his  guilty 
passion  absorbed  his  principles  of  honour, 
conscience,  humanity,  and  regard  for  the 
commodore's  last  words,  that  he  was  base 
enough  to  rejoice  at  the  absence  of  his  friend 
Godfrey,  who,  being  then  with  his  regiment 
in  Ireland,  could  not  dive  into  his  purpose, 
or  take  measures  f<ir  frustrating  his  design. 

Fraught  with  these  heroic  sentiments,  he 
determined  to  set  out  for  Sussex  in  his 
chariot  and  six,  attended  by  his  valet  de 
chambre  and  two  footmen  ;  and  as  he  was 
now  sensible,  that  in  his  last  essay  ho  had 
mistaken  his  cue,  ho  determined  to  change 
his  battery,  and  sap  the  fortress  by  the  most 
submissive,  soft,  and  insinuating  behaviour. 

On  the  evening  that  preceded  this  proposed 
expedition,  he  went  into  one  of  the  boxes  at 
the  playhouse,  as  usual,  to  show  himself  to 
the  ladies;  and,  in  reconnoitring  the  com- 
pany through  a  glass  (for  no  other  reason, 
but  because  it  was  fashionable  to  be  purblind), 
perceived  his  mistress,  rery  plainly  dressed, 
in  one  of  the  seats  above  the  stage,  talking 
to  another  young  woman  of  a  very  homely 
appearance.  Though  his  heart  beat  the 
alarm  with  the  utmost  impatience  at  sight  of 
his  Emilia,  he  was  for  some  minutes  deterred 
from  obeying  the  impulse  of  his  love,  by  the 
presence  of  some  ladies  of  fashion,  who,  he 
feared,  would  think  the  worse  of  him,  should 
they  see  him  make  his  compliment  in  public 
to  a  person  of  her  figure.  Nor  wo\ild  the 
violence  of  his  inclination  have  so  far  pre- 
vailed over  his  pride,  as  to  lead  hiui  thither, 
bad  not  he  recollected,  that  his  qual  ty  friends 


would  look  upon  her  as  some  handsome 
Abigail,  with  whom  he  had  an  affair  of  gal- 
lantry, and  of  consequence  give  him  credil 
for  the  intrigue. 

Encouraged  by  this  suggestion,  he  com- 
plied with  the  tiictates  of  love,  and  flew  to 
the  place  where  his  charmer  sat.  His  air 
and  dress  were  so  remarkabJe,  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  he  should  have  escaped 
the  eyes  of  a  curious  observer,  especial  I  v  as 
he  had  chosen  a  time  fur  comimr  in,  when 
his  entrance  could  not  fail  to  attract  the 
notice  of  the  spectators:  I  mean,  when  the 
whole  house  was  hushed  in  attention  to  tin; 
performance  on  the  stage.  Emilia,  tliere- 
fore,  perceived  him  at  his  first  approach ; 
she  found  herself  discovered  by  the  direction 
of  his  glass,  and,  guessing  his  intention  by 
his  abrupt  retreat  from  the  box,  summoned 
all  her  fortitude  to  her  aid,  and  prepared  for 
his  reception.  Ho  advanced  to  her  with  an 
air  of  eagerness  and  joy,  tempered  with  mo- 
desty and  respect,  and  expressed  his  satis- 
ftiction  at  seeing  her,  with  a  seeming  rever- 
ence of  regard.  Though  she  was  extremelv 
well  pleased  at  this  unexpected  behaviour, 
she  suppressed  the  emotions  of  her  heart, 
and  answered  his  compliments  with  affected 
ease  and  unconcern,  such  as  might  denote 
the  good  humour  of  a  person  who  meets  by 
accident  with  an  indifferent  acquaintance. 
After  having  certified  himself  of^  her  own 
good  health,  he  very  kindly  inquired  about 
her  mother  and  Miss  Sophy,  gave  her  to 
understand  that  he  had  lately  been  favoured 
with  a  letter  from  Godfrey  ;  that  he  had 
actually  intended  to  set  out  next  morning  on 
a  visit  to  Mrs  Gauntlet,  which  (now  that  he 
was  so  happy  as  to  meet  with  her)  he  would 
postpone,  until  he  should  have  the  pleasure 
of  attending  her  to  the  country.  Afler  hav- 
ing thanki  d  him  for  his  polite  intention,  she 
told  him,  that  her  mother  was  expected  in 
town  in  a  few  days,  and  that  she  herself  had 
conio  to  London  some  weeks  ago,  to  give 
her  attendance  upon  her  aunt,  who  had  been 
dangerously  ill,  but  was  now  pretty  well  re- 
covered. 

Although  the  conversation,  of  course,  turn- 
ed upon  general  topics,  during  tlic  enter- 
tainment he  took  all  opportunities  of  being 
particular  with  his  eyes,  tiirough  which  he 
conveyed  a  thousand  tender  protestations. 
She  saw  and  inwardly  rejoiced  at  the  humility 
of  his  looks ;  but,  far  from  rewarding  it  with 
one  approving  glance,  she  industriously  avoid- 
ed this  ocular  intercourse,  and  rather  co- 
quetted with  a  young  gentleman  that  ogled 
her  from  the  opposite  box.  Peregrine's  pe- 
netration easily  detected  her  sentiments,  and 
he  was  nettled  at  her  dissimulation,  which 
served  to  confirm  him  in  his  unwarrantable 
designs  upon  her  person.  He  persisted  in  hit* 
assiduities  with  indefatigable  perseverance; 
when  the  play  was  concluded,  handed  her 
and   her  companion   in'o  a  hackney-coacn 
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Riid  with  difficulty  was  permitted  to  escort 
'hem  to  the  house  of  Emilia's  uncle,  to 
whom  our  hero  was  introduced  by  the  young 
iady  as  an  intimate  friend  of  her  brother 
Godfrey. 

The  old  gentleman,  who  was  no  stranger 
to  the  nature  of  Peregrine's  connexion  with 
iiis  sister's  family,  prevailed  upon  liim  to 
3tay  supper,  and  seemed  particularly  well 
pleased  with  his  conversation  and  deportment, 
which,  by  the  help  of  his  natural  sagacity, 
ne  wonderfully  adapted  to  the  humour  of  his 
entertainer.  After  supper,  when  the  ladies  ! 
were  withdrawn,  and  the  citizen  called  for 
his  pipe,  our  sly  adventurer  followed  his 
example.  Though  he  abhorred  the  plant, 
he  smoked  with  an  air  of  infinite  satisfaction, 
and  expatiated  upon  the  virtues  of  to'oacco, 
IS  if  he  had  been  deeply  concerned  in  the 
.'irginia  trade.  In  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
:ourse,  he  consulted  the  merciiant's  dis- 
position ;  and  the  national  debt  coming  upon 
the  carpet,  held  forth  upon  the  funds  like  a 
professed  broker.  When  the  alderman  com- 
plained of  the  restrictions  and  discourage- 
ments of  trade,  his  guest  inveighed  against 
exorbitant  duties,  with  the  nature  of  which 
he  seemed  as  well  acquainted  as  any  com- 
missioner of  the  customs ;  so  that  the  uncle 
was  astonished  at  the  extent  of  his  know- 
ledge, and  expressed  his  surprise,  that  a  gay 
young  gentleman  like  him  should  have  found 
either  leisure  or  inclination  to  consider  sub- 
jects so  foreign  to  the  fashionable  amusements 
of  youth. 

Pickle  laid  hold  on  this  opportunity  to  tell 
him,  that  he  was  descended  from  a  race  of 
merchants  ;  and  that,  early  in  life,  he  had 
made  it  his  business  to  instruct  himself  in  the 
different  branches  of  trade,  which  he  not 
only  studied  as  his  family  profession,  but 
also  as  the  source  of  all  our  national  riches 
and  power.  He  then  launched  out  in  praise 
of  commerce,  and  the  promoters  thereof; 
and,  by  way  of  contrast,  employed  all  liis 
ridicule  in  drawing  such  ludicrous  pictures  of 
tlie  manners  and  education  of  what  is  called 
high  life,  that  the  trader's  sides  were  shaken 
by  laugliter,  even  to  the  danger  of  his  life: 
and  he  looked  upon  our  adventurer  as  a 
miracle  of  sobriety  and  good  sense. 

Having  thus  ingratiated  himself  with  the 
luicle,  Peregrine  took  his  leave,  and  next  day 
ill  the  forenoon  visited  the  niece  in  his  cha- 
riot, after  she  had  been  admonished  by  her 
kinsman  to  behave  with  circumspection,  and 
cautioned  against  neglecting  or  discouraging 
tlie  addresses  of  such  a  valuable  admirer. 


CHAPTER  LXXV. 

tie  prosecutes  his  design  upon  Emilia  with 
great  art  and  perseverance. 

HpR   adventurer,    having  by   his    hypocri.sy 


obtained  free  access  to  liis  mistress,  began 
the  siege,  by  professing  the  most  sincere  con 
trition  for  his  former  levity,  and  imploring 
her  forgiveness  with  such  earnest  suppli- 
cation, that,  guarded  as  she  was  against  iiis 
flattering  arts,  she  began  to  believe  his  pro- 
testations, which  were  even  accompanied 
with  tears,  and  abated  a  good  deal  of  that 
severity  and  distance  she  had  proposed  to 
maintain  during  this  interview.  She  would 
not,  however,  favour  him  with  the  least  ac- 
knowledgment of  a  mutual  passion,  because, 
in  the  mid.st  of  his  vows  of  eternal  constancy 
and  truth,  he  did  not  mention  one  syllable  of 
wedlock,  though  he  was  now  entirely  master 
of  his  own  conduct;  and  this  consideration 
created  a  doubt,  which  fortified  her  against 
all  his  attacks :  yet  what  her  discretion  would 
have  concealed,  was  discovered  by  her  eyes, 
which,  in  spite  of  all  her  endeavours,  breath- 
ed forth  complacency  and  love  :  for  her  in- 
clination was  flattered  by  her  own  self-suf- 
ficiency, which  imputed  her  admirer's  silence 
in  that  particular  to  the  Imrry  and  pertur- 
bation of  his  spirits,  and  persuaded  her,  that 
he  could  not  possibly  regard  her  with  any 
other  than  honourable  intentions. 

The  insidious  lover  exulted  in  the  tender- 
ness of  her  looks,  from  which  he  presaged  a 
complete  victory  ;  but  that  he  might  not 
overshoot  himself  by  his  own  precipitation, 
he  would  not  run  the  risk  of  declaring  him- 
self until  her  heart  should  be  so  far  entangled 
within  his  snares,  as  that  neither  the  sug- 
gestions of  honour,  prudence,  nor  pride 
should  be  able  to  disengage  it.  Armed  with 
this  resolution,  he  restrained  the  impatience 
of  his  temper  within  the  limits  of  the  most 
delicate  deportment.  Afler  having  solicited 
and  obtained  permission  to  attend  her  to  the 
next  opera,  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and 
pressing  it  to  his  lips  in  the  most  respectful 
manner,  went  away,  leaving  her  in  a  most 
whimsical  state  of  suspense,  chequered  with 
an  interesting  vicissitude  of  hope  and  fear. 

On  the  appointed  day  he  appeared  again, 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  found 
her  native  charms  so  much  improved  by  the 
advantages  of  dress,  that  he  was  transported 
with  admiration  and  delight  ;  and,  while  he 
conducted  her  to  the  Haymarket,  could  scarce 
bridle  the  impetuosity  of  his  passion,  so  as 
to  observe  the  forbearing  maxims  he  had 
adopted.  When  she  entered  the  pit,  he  had 
abundance  of  food  for  the  gratification  of  his 
vanity;  for,  in  a  moment,  she  eclipsed  all  the 
female  part  of  the  audience,  each  individual 
allowing,  in  her  own  heart,  that  the  stranger 
was  by  far  the  handsomest  woman  there  pre- 
sent, except  herself. 

Here  it  was  that  our  hero  enjoyed  a  double 
triumph  :  he  was  vain  of  this  opportunity  to 
enhance  his  reputation  for  gallantry  among 
the  ladies  of  fashion  who  knew  him,  and 
proud  of  an  occasion  to  display  his  quality 
acquaintance  to  PiT.ilia,  that  she  mighJ  ente--. 
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tTiin  tiie  greater  idea  of  tlie  conquest  she  liad 
made,  and  [)ay  tlie  more  deference  to  his  im- 
portance in  tlie  sequel  of  liis  addresses. 
That  he  niiglit  profit  as  much  as  possible  by 
this  situation,  lie  went  up  and  accosted  es'cry 
person  in  the  pit,  with  whom  he  ever  had 
the  least  connnunication,  whispered  and 
.aii^Thed  witli  an  ufibctcd  air  of  familiarity, 
and  even  bowed  at  a  distance  to  some  of  the 
nobility,  on  the  slender  foundation  of  havinjr 
stood  near  tliem  at  court,  or  presented  them 
with  a  pinch  of  raj)pee  at  While's  chocolate 
house. 

This  ridiculous  ostentation,  though  now 
practised  with  a  view  of  promoting  liis  de- 
sign, was  a  weakness  that,  in  some  degree, 
infected  the  whole  of  his  behaviour ;  for 
nothing  gave  him  so  much  joy  in  conver- 
sation, as  an  opportunity  of  giving  the 
company  to  understand  how  well  ho  was 
with  persons  of  distinguished  rank  and 
character  ;  he  would  often,  for  example,  ob- 
serve, as  it  were  occasionally,  that  the  duke 

of  G was  one  of  the  best-natured  men 

in  the  world,  and  illustrate  this  assertirn  by 
some  instance  of  liis  affability,  in  which  he 
himself  was  concerned  ;  then,  by  an  abrupt 
transition,  he  would  repeat  some  repartee  of 

Lady  T ,  and   mentioned  a  certain  bon 

mot  of  the  Earl  of  C ,  wliich  was  uttered 

in  his  hearing. 

Abundance  of  young  men,  in  this  manner, 
make  free  with  the  names,  though  they  have 
never  had  access  to  the  persons  of  the  no- 
bility ;  but  this  was  not  the  case  with  Pere- 
grine, who,  in  consideration  of  his  appear- 
ance and  supposed  fortune,  together  with  the 
advantage  of  his  introduction,  was  by  this 
time  freely  admitted  to  the  tables  of  the 
great. 

In  his  return  with  Emilia  from  the  opera, 
though  he  still  maintained  the  most  scrupu- 
lous decorum  in  his  behaviour,  he  plied  her 
with  the  most  passionate  expressions  of  love, 
squeezed  her  hand  with  great  fervency,  pro- 
tested that  his  whole  soul  was  engrossed  by 
her  idea,  and  that  he  could  not  exist  inde- 
pendent of  her  favour.  Pleased  as  slie  was 
with  his  warm  and  pathetic  addresses,  to- 
gether with  the  respectful  manner  of  his 
making  love,  she  yet  had  prudence  and  re- 
Bolution  sufficient  to  contain  her  tenderness, 
which  was  ready  to  run  over;  being  fortified 
against  his  arts,  by  reflecting,  that,  if  his 
aim  was  honourable,  it  was  now  his  business 
to  declare  it.  On  this  consideration,  she 
refused  to  make  any  serious  reply  to  his 
earnest  expostulations,  but  affected  to  receive 
them  as  tlie  undetermined  effusions  of  gal- 
lantry and  good  breeding. 

This  fictitious  gaiety  and  good  humour, 
though  it  baffled  his  hope  of  extorting  from 
her  an  acknowledgment  of  which  he  might 
bave  taken  immediate  advantage,  neverlhe- 
.ess  encouraged  him  to  observe  (as  the  cha- 
riot passed  along  the  Strand)    that  the  night 
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was  fiir  advanced ;  that  supper  would  certain- 
ly be  over  before  they  could  reach  her  uncle'a 
house  ;  and  to  propose,  that  he  should  wait 
upon  her  to  some  jilaco  ;  where  they  might 
be  accommodated  witli  a  slight  refreshment. 
She  was  olfended  at  the  tVecdom  of  this  jiro- 
posal,  which,  however,  she  treated  as  a  jdio, 
thanking  him  for  his  courteous  offer,  and  as. 
suringhim,  that  when  she  should  he  disposed 
for  a  tavern  treat,  he  alone  should  have  the 
honour  of  bestowing  it. 

Ilcr  kinsfnan  being  engaged  with  company 
abroad,  and  her  aunt  retired  to  rest,  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  enjoy  a  tete-a-tete  with 
her  during  a  whole  hour,  which  he  employed 
with  such  consiunmate  .skill,  that  her  caution 
was  almost  overcome.  He  not  only  assailed 
her  with  the  artillery  of  sighs,  vows,  ])rayers, 
and  tears,  but  even  pawned  his  honour  in  be- 
half of  his  love.  He  swore,  willi  many  im- 
precations, that  although  her  heart  was  sur- 
rendered to  him  at  discretion,  there  was  a 
principle  within  him,  which  would  never 
allow  him  to  injure  such  innocence  and 
beauty ;  and  the  transports  of  his  passion 
had,  upon  this  occasion,  so  fur  overshot  hia 
purpose,  that,  if  she  had  demanded  an  ex- 
planation while  he  was  thus  agitated,  lis 
would  have  engaged  himself  to  her  wish  by 
such  ties  as  he  could  not  break  with  any  re- 
gard to  his  reputation.  But  from  such  ex- 
postulation she  was  deterred,  partly  by  pride, 
and  |)artly  by  the  dread  of  finding  herself 
mistaken  in  such  an  interesting  conjecture. 
She  therefore  enjoyed  the  present  flattering 
appearance  of  her  fate,  was  prevailed  upon 
to  accept  the  jewels,  which  he  purchased 
with  part  of  his  winning  at  Bath,  and,  with 
the  most  enchanting  condescension,  submit- 
ted  to  a  warm  embrace  when  he  took  his 
leave,  after  having  obtained  permission  to 
visit  her  as  often  as  his  inclination  and  con- 
venience would  permit. 

In  his  return  to  his  own  lodgings,  he  was 
buoyed  up  with  his  success  to  an  extra- 
vagance of  hope,  already  congratulated  him- 
self  upon  his  triumph  over  Emilia's  virtue, 
and  began  to  project  fiiture  conqu(>sts  among 
the  most  dignified  characters  of  the  female 
se.x.  But  his  attention  was  not  at  all  dissi- 
pated by  these  vain  reflexions  ;  he  resolved 
to  concentrate  the  whole  exertion  of  his  soul 
upon  the  execution  of  his  present  plan,  de- 
sisted, in  the  mean  time,  from  all  other 
schemes  of  pleasure,  interest,  and  ambition, 
and  took  lodgings  in  the  city,  for  the  more 
commodious  accomplishment  of  his  f)urpose. 

While  our  lover's  imagination  was  thus 
agreeably  regaled,  his  mistress  did  not  enjoy 
her  expectations  without  the  intervention  of 
doubts  and  anxiety.  His  silence  touching 
the  final  aim  of  his  addresses,  wns  a  mystery 
on  which  she  was  afraid  of  exercising  het 
sagacity;  and  her  uncle  torni'Mited  her  with 
inquiries  into  the  circumstances  of  Pere- 
grine's professions  and  deportment.    Rather 
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tlian  give  this  relation  the  least  cause  of 
suspicion,  wliich  must  iiave  cut  off  all  inter- 
course betwixt  her  and  her  admirer,  she  said 
every  thing  which  she  tliought  would  satisfy 
his  care  and  concern  for  her  welfare ;  and, 
in  consequence  of  such  representation,  she 
enjoyed,  without  reserve,  the  company  of  our 
adventurer,  who  prosecuted  his  plan  with 
Hurprising  eagerness  and  perseverance. 


CHAPTER  LXXVL- 

He  prevails  upon  Emilia  to  accompany  him 
to  a  masquerade,  makes  a  treacherous  at- 
tempt Jipon  her  affection,  and  meets  with 
a  deserved  repitlse. 

Scarce  a  night  elapsed  in  which  he  did  not 
conduct  her  to  some  public  entertainment. 
When,  by  the  dint  of  his  insiduous  carriage, 
he  thought  himself  in  full  possession  of  her 
confidence  and  affection,  he  lay  in  wait  for 
an  opportunity ;  and  hearing  her  observe,  in 
conversation,  that  she  had  never  been  at  a 
masquerade,  begged  leave  to  attend  her  to 
the  next  ball ;  at  the  same  time  extending 
liis  invitation  to  the  young  lady  in  whose 
company  he  had  found  her  at  the  play,  she 
being  present  when  tliis  subject  of  discourse 
was  introduced.  He  had  flattered  himself, 
that  this  gentlewoman  would  decline  the  pro- 
posal, as  she  was  a  person  seemingly  of  a 
demure  disposition,  who  had  been  born  and 
bred  in  the  city,  where  such  diversions  are 
looked  upon  as  scenes  of  lewdness  and  de- 
bauchery. For  once,  however,  he  reckoned 
without  his  host ;  curiosity  is  as  prevalent  in 
the  city  as  at  the  court  end  of  the  town  ; 
Emilia  no  sooner  signified  her  assent  to  his 
proposal,  than  her  friend,  with  an  air  of  satis- 
faction, agreed  to  make  one  of  the  party  ; 
and  he  was  obliged  to  thank  her  for  that 
complaisance  which  laid  him  under  infinite 
mortification.  He  set  his  genius  at  work  to 
invent  some  scheme  for  preventing  her  un- 
seasonable intrusion.  Had  an  op])ortunity 
offered,  he  would  have  acted  as  her  physi- 
cian, and  administered  a  medicine  that  would 
have  laid  her  under  the  necessity  of  staying 
at  homo  ;  but  his  acquaintance  with  her  being 
too  slight  to  furnish  him  with  the  means  of 
executing  this  expedient,  he  devised  another, 
which  was  practised  with  all  imaginable  suc- 
cess. Understanding  that  her  grandmother 
had  leil  her  a  sum  of  money  independent  of 
lier  parents,  he  conveyed  a  letter  to  lier  mo- 
ther, intimating,  that  her  daughter,  on  pre- 
tence of  going  to  the  masquerade,  intended 
to  bestow  herself  in  marriage  to  a  certain 
person;  and  that  in  a  few  days  she  would  be 
informed  of  the  circumstances  of  the  whole 
intrigue,  provided  she  would  keep  this  in- 
formation secret,  and  contrive  some  excuse 
'•or  detaining  the  young  lady  at  home,  with- 
■  rut  giving  h'3r  cause  to  believe  she  was  ap- 


prised of  her  intention.  This  billet,  sub- 
scribed your  well-wisher  and  unhnoii-n  hum- 
ble servant,  had  the  desired  effect  upon  the 
careful  matron,  who,  on  the  ball-day,  feigned 
herself  so  extremely  ill,  that  miss  could  not 
with  any  decency  quit  her  mamma's  apart- 
ment;  and  therefore  sent  her  apology  to 
Emilia  in  the  afternoon,  immediately  after 
the  arrival  of  Peregrine,  who  pretended  to 
be  very  much  aftiicted  with  the  disappoint- 
ment, while  his  heart  throbbed  with  a  trans- 
port of joy. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  lovers  set  out  for 
the  Haymarket,  he  being  dressed  in  the 
habit  of  Pantaloon,  and  she  in  thai,  of  Colum- 
bine ;  and  they  had  scarce  entered  the  house 
when  the  music  struck  up,  the  curtain  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  whole  scene  displayed  at 
once,  to  the  admiration  of  Emilia,  whose  ex- 
pectation was  infinitely  surpassed  by  this  ex- 
hibition. Our  gallant  having  conducted  her 
through  all  the  different  apartments,  and 
described  the  economy  of  the  place,  led  her 
into  the  circle,  and,  in  their  turn,  they  danced 
several  minuets ;  then  going  to  the  side-board, 
he  prevailed  upon  her  to  eat  some  sweet- 
meats and  drink  a  glass  of  champaign.  After 
a  second  review  of  the  company,  they  en- 
gaged in  country-dances,  at  which  exercise 
they  continued;  until  our  adventurer  con- 
eluded  that  his  partner's  blood  was  sufficient- 
ly warmed  for  the  prosecution  of  his  design. 
On  this  supposition,  which  was  built  upon 
her  declaring  that  she  was  thirsty  and  fa- 
tigued, he  persuaded  her  to  take  a  little  re- 
freshment and  repose  ;  and,  for  that  purpose, 
handed  her  dov/n  stairs  into  the  eating-room, 
where,  having  seated  her  on  the  floor,  he 
presented  her  with  a  glass  of  wine  and  wa- 
ter; and,  as  she  complained  of  being  faint, 
enriched  the  draught  with  some  drops  of  a 
certain  elixir,  which  he  reconmiended  as  a 
most  excellent  restorative,  though  it  was  no 
other  than  a  stimulating  tincture,  which  he 
had  treacherously  provided  for  the  occasion 
Having  swallowed  this  potion,  by  which  her 
spirits  were  manifestly  exhilarated,  she  ate  a 
slice  of  ham,  with  the  wing  of  a  cold  pullet, 
and  concluded  the  meal  with  a  glass  of  Bur- 
gundy, which  she  drank  at  the  earnest  en- 
treaty of  her  admirer.  These  extraordinary 
cordials,  co-operating  with  the  ferment  of 
her  blood,  which  was  heated  by  violent  mo- 
tion, could  not  fail  to  affect  the  constitution 
of  a  delicate  young  creature,  who  was  natu 
rally  sprightly  and  volatile.  Her  eyes  bega^j 
to  sparkle  with  unusual  fire  and  vivacity,  a 
thousand  brilliant  sallies  of  wit  escaped  her, 
and  every  mask  that  accosted  lier  underwent 
some  smarting  repartee. 

Peregrine,  overjoyed  at  the  success  of  his 
administration,  proposed  that  they  should 
resume  their  places  at  the  country-dances, 
with  a  view  to  promote  and  assist  the  efficacy 
of  his  elixir;  and,  when  he  thought  her  dis- 
position was  properly  adapted  for  the  them© 
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nesfan  to  ply  her  with  nil  the  elocution  of 
love.  In  order  to  elevate  hid  own  spirits  to 
•hat  pitcii  of  resolution  wiiicli  hi.s  scheme  re- 
:|uired,  he  dranlc  two  whole  bottles  of  Ikir- 
trundy,  which  intlauied  his  passion  to  such  a 
degree,  that  lie  found  himself  capable  of  un- 
dertakinff  and  perpetrating  any  scheme  for 
vhc  gratilication  of  his  desire. 

Emilia,  warmed  by  so  many  concurrinor 
incentives,  in  tiivour  of  the  man  she  loved, 
abated  consideral)ly  of  her  wonted  reserve, 
listened  to  his  protestations  with  undiseem- 
uled  pleasure,  and,  in  the  confidence  of  her 
satisfaction,  even  owned  him  absolute  master 
•jf  her  ati'ections.  Ravished  with  this  con- 
fession, he  now  deemed  himself  on  the  brink 
of  reaping-  the  delicious  fruits  of  his  art  and 
assiduity  ;  and  the  morning  being  already 
pretty  far  advanced,  assented  with  rapture  to 
the  tirst  proposal  she  made  of  retiring  to  her 
lodgings.  The  blinds  of  the  chariot  being 
pulled  up,  he  took  advantage  of  the  favoura- 
ble situation  of  her  thoughts ;  and,  on  pre- 
tence of  being  whimsical,  in  consequence  of 
the  wine  he  had  swallowed,  clasped  her  in 
his  arms,  and  imprinted  a  thousand  kisses  on 
her  pouting  lips,  a  freedom  whicii  she  par- 
doned as  the  privilege  of  intoxication.  While 
lie  tiius  indulged  himself  with  impunity,  the 
carriage  halted,  and  Pipes  opening  the  door, 
his  master  handed  her  into  the  passage,  be- 
lorc  she  perceived  that  it  was  not  her  uncle's 
licuse  at  which  they  had  alighted. 

Alarmed  at  this  discovery,  she,  with  some 
confusion,  desired  to  know  his  reason  for 
conducting  her  to  a  strange  place  at  these 
iiours;  but  he  made  no  reply,  until  he  had 
led  her  into  an  apartment,  then  he  gave  her 
to  understand,  tliat,  as  her  uncle's  family 
must  bo  disturbed  by  her  going  thither  so 
late  in  the  night,  and  the  streets  near  'J'em- 
ple-bar  were  infested  by  a  nniltitude  of  rob- 
bers and  cut-throats,  he  had  ordered  his 
coachman  to  halt  at  this  house,  which  was 
kept  by  a  relation  of  his;  a  mighty  good  sort 
of  a  gentlewoman,  wiio  would  be  proud  of  an 
opportunity  to  accommodate  a  person  for 
whom  he  was  known  to  entertain  such  ten- 
derness and  esteem. 

Emilia  had  too  much  penetration  to  be  im- 
posed upon  by  this  plausible  pretext;  in  spite 
of  her  partiality  lor  Peregrine,  which  had 
never  been  inflamed  to  such  a  pitch  of  com- 
placency before,  she  comprehended  his  whole 
plan  in  a  twinkling.  Though  her  blood  boiled 
with  indignation,  she  thanked  him  with  an 
affected  air  of  serenity  for  his  kind  concern, 
and  expressed  her  obligation  to  his  cousin  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  insisted  upon  going 
home,  lest  her  absence  should  terrify  her 
uncle  and  aunt,  who,  she  knew,  would  not 
retire  to  rest  till  her  return. 

He  urged  her,  with  a  thousand  remon- 
.<!trances,  to  consult  her  own  case  and  safety, 
promising  tc.  send  Pipes  into  the  city,  for  the 
eatisfaction  of  her  relations  ;  but,  finding  her 
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obstinately  deaf  to  his  entreaties,  he  assured 
her,  that  he  would,  in  a  few  minutes,  coin|)ly 
with  her  reiinest ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
begged  she  would  fortify  herself  against  Ih* 
colli  with  a  cordial,  which  he  poured  out  in 
iier  presence,  and  wliich  (now  that  her  su.s- 
picion  was  aroused)  she  reYnsed  to  taste,  not- 
withstanding all  his  imixirtunities.  lie  then 
fell  on  his  knees  before  her,  and  the  tears 
gushing  from  his  eyes,  swore  that  his  i)assion 
was  wound  up  to  such  a  pitch  of  impatience, 
that  he  could  no  longer  live  upon  the  unsub- 
stantial food  of  expectation  ;  and  that,  if  she 
would  not  vouchsafe  to  crown  his  happiness, 
he  would  forthwith  sacrifice  himself  to  her 
disdain.  Such  an  abrupt  address,  accompa- 
nied with  all  the  symptoms  of  frantic  ajrita- 
tion,  could  not  fail  to  perplex  and  affright 
the  gentle  Phiiilia,  who,  after  some  recollec- 
tion, replied  with  a  resolute  tone,  that  she 
could  not  sec  what  reason  he  had  to  com- 
plain of  her  reserve,  which  she  was  not  at 
liberty  to  lay  entirely  aside,  until  he  should 
have  vowed  his  intentions  in  form,  arul  ob- 
tained the  sanction  of  those  whom  it  was  her 
duty  to  obey.  "Divine  creature!"  (cried 
he,  seizing  her  hand,  and  pressing  it  to  his 
lips),  "  It  is  from  you  alone  I  hope  for  that 
condescension  which  would  overwhelm  me 
with  transports  of  celestial  bliss.  The  sen- 
timents of  parents  are  sordid,  silly,  and  con- 
fined: mean  not  then  to  subject  my  passion 
to  such  low  restrictions  as  were  calculated 
for  the  purposes  of  common  life.  My  love  is 
too  delicate  and  refined  to  wear  tnose  vulgar 
fetters,  which  serve  only  to  destroy  the  merit 
of  voluntary  afl'cction,  and  to  upbraid  a  man 
incessantly  with  the  articles  of  compulsion, 
under  which  he  lies.  ]\Iy  dear  angel !  spare 
mc  the  mortification  of  being  compelled  to 
love  you,  and  reign  sole  empress  of  my  heart 
and  fortune.  I  will  not  afi'ront  you  so  nuicli 
as  to  talk  of  settlements ;  my  all  is  at  your 
disposal.  In  this  pocket-book  are  notes  to 
the  amount  of  two  thousand  pounds  ;  do  me 
the  pleasure  to  accept  of  them  ;  to-morrow  I 
will  lay  ten  thousand  more  in  your  lap.  In 
a  word,  you  shall  bo  mistress  of  my  whole 
estate,  and  I  shall  think  myself  happy  in  liv- 
ing dependent  on  your  bounty  !" 

Heavens!  what  were  the  emotions  of  the 
virtuous,  the  sensible,  the  delicate,  the  tender 
Emilia's  heart,  when  she  heard  this  insolent 
declaration  from  the  mouth  of  a  man  whom 
she  had  honoured  with  her  affection  and  es- 
teem !  it  was  not  simply  horror,  grief,  or  in- 
dignation, that  she  felt,  in  consequence  of 
this  unworthy  treatment,  but  the  united  pangs 
of  all  together,  which  produced  a  sort  of  hys- 
teric laugh,  while  she  told  him  that  she  could 
not  help  admiring  his  generosity. 

Deceived  by  this  convulsion,  and  the  iro- 
nical compliment  that  attended  it,  tiie  lover 
thought  he  had  already  made  great  progress 
in  his  operations,  and   that  it  was  now  hia 
I  business  to  storm  the  fort  by  a  ''igorous  as 
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sault,  that  he  might  spare  her  the  confusion 
of  yielding-  without  resistance.  Possessed 
by  this  vain  suggestion,  he  started  up,  and 
folding  iier  in  his  arms,  began  to  obey  the 
furious  dictates  of  his  unruly  and  ungenerous 
desire.  With  an  air  of  cool  determination, 
she  demanded  a  parley ;  and  when,  upon  her 
repeated  request,  he  granted  it,  addressed 
herself  to  him  in  these  words,  while  her  eyes 
gleamed  with  all  the  dignity  of  the  most  aw- 
ful resentment : — "  Sir.  1  scorn  to  upbraid  you 
with  a  repetition  of  your  former  vows  and 
protestations,  nor  will  I  recapitulate  tlie  little 
arts  you  have  practised  to  ensnare  my  heart ; 
because,  though,  by  dint  of  the  most  perfidi- 
ous dissimulation,  you  have  found  means  to 
deceive  my  opinion,  your  utmost  efforts  have 
never  been  able  to  lull  the  vigilance  of  my 
conduct,  or  to  engage  my  affection  beyond 
-he  power  of  discarding  you  without  a  tear, 
whenever  my  honour  should  demand  such  a 
sacrifice.  Sir,  you  are  unworthy  of  my  con- 
cern or  regret,  and  the  sigh  which  now  strug- 
gles from  my  breast,  is  the  result  of  sorrow 
for  my  own  want  of  discernment.  A9  for 
your  present  attempt  upon  my  chastity,  I 
despise  your  power,  as  I  detest  your  inten- 
tion. Though,  under  the  mask  of  the  most 
delicate  respect,  you  have  decoyed  me  from 
the  immediate  protection  of  my  friends,  and 
contrived  other  impious  stratagems  to  ruin 
my  peace  and  reputation,  I  confide  too  much 
in  my  own  innocence,  and  the  authority  of 
the  law,  to  admit  one  thought  of  fear,  much 
less  to  sink  under  the  horror  of  this  shocking 
Biluation,  into  which  I  have  been  seduced. 
Sir,  your  behaviour  on  this  occasion  is,  in  all 
respects,  low  and  contemptible  :  for,  ruffian 
as  you  are,  you  durst  not  harbour  the  thought 
of  executing  your  execrable  scheme,  while 
you  knew  my  brother  was  near  enough  to 
prevent  or  revenge  the  insult:  so  that  you 
must  not  only  be  a  treacherous  villain,  but 
also  a  most  despicable  coward."  Having  ex- 
pressed herself  in  this  manner,  with  a  most 
majestic  severity  of  aspect,  she  opened  the 
door,  and,  walking  down  stairs  with  surpris- 
ing resolution,  committed  herself  to  the  care 
of  a  watchman,  who  accommodated  her  with 
a  hackney  cnair,  in  which  she  was  safely 
conveyed  to  her  uncle's  house. 

Meanwhile,  the  lover  was  so  confovmded 
and  overawed  by  these  cutting  reproaches, 
nnd  her  animated  behaviour,  that  all  his  reso- 
lution forsook  him,  and  he  found  himself  not 
only  incapable  of  obstructing  her  retreat,  but 
even  of  uttering  one  syllable  to  deprecate  her 
v.-rath,  or  extenuate  the  guilt  of  his  own  con- 
duct. The  nature  of  his  disappointment,  and 
the  keen  remorse  that  seized  him,  when  he 
reflected  upon  the  dishonourable  footing  on 
whicli  his  character  stood  with  Emilia,  raised 
Buch  perturbation  in  his  mind,  tliat  his  silence 
was  succeeded  by  a  violent  fit  of  distraction, 
during  which  he  raved  like  a  bedlamite,  and 
acted  a  thousand  extravagancies,  which  con- 


vinced the  people  of  the  house  (a  certain  bag 
nio)  that  he  had  actually  lost  his  wits.  Pipes, 
with  great  concern,  adopted  the  t;ame  opi- 
nion ;  and,  being  assisted  by  the  waiters, 
hindered  him,  by  main  force,  from  running 
out  and  pursuing  the  fair  fugitive,  whom,  in 
his  delirium,  he  alternately  cursed, and  com. 
mended,  with  horrid  imprecations  and  lavish 
applause.  His  faithful  valet,  having  waited 
two  whole  hours,  in  hopes  of  seeing  this  gust 
cf  passion  overblown,  and  perceiving  that  the 
paroxysm  seemed  rather  to  increase,  very 
prudently  sent  for  a  physician  of  his  mas- 
ter's acquaintance,  who,  having  considered 
the  circumstances  and  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
order, directed  that  he  should  be  plentifully 
blooded  without  loss  of  time,  and  prescribed 
a  draught  to  compose  the  tumult  of  his  spi- 
rits. These  orders  being  punctually  per- 
formed, he  grew  more  calm  and  tractable, 
recovered  his  reflection  so  far  as  to  be 
ashamed  of  the  ecstasy  lie  had  undergone, 
suffered  himself  quietly  to  be  undressed  and 
put  to  bed,  where  the  fatigue,  occasioned  by 
his  exercise  at  the  masquerade,  co-operated 
with  the  present  disposition  of  his  spirits  to 
lull  him  into  a  profound  sleep,  which  greatly 
tended  to  the  preservation  of  his  intellects. 
Not  that  he  found  himself  in  a  state  of  per- 
fect tranquillity  when  he  awaked  about  noon. 
The  remembrance  of  what  had  passed  over- 
whelmed him  with  mortification.  Emilia's 
invectives  still  sounded  in  his  ears ;  and, 
while  he  deeply  resented  her  disdain,  he 
could  not  help  admiring  her  spirit,  and  liia 
heart  did  hom-inre  to  her  charms. 


CHAPTER  LXXVn. 

He  endeavours  to  reconcile  himself  to  his 
mistress,  and  expostulates  with  the  uncle, 
who  forbids  him  the  house. 

In  this  state  of  division,  he  went  home  to 
his  own  lodgings  in  a  chair;  and  while  he 
deliberated  with  himself  whether  he  should 
relinquish  tbfc  pursuit,  and  endeavour  to  ban- 
ish her  idea  from  his  breast,  or  go  immedi- 
ately and  humble  himself  before  his  exaspe- 
rated mistress,  and  offer  his  hand  as  an 
atonement  for  his  crime,  his  servant  put  into 
his  hand  a  packet,  which  had  been  delivered 
by  a  ticket-porter  at  the  door.  He  no  sooner 
perceived  that  the  superscription  was  in  Emi- 
lia's hand-writing,  than  he  guessed  the  na- 
ture of  the  contents ;  and  opening  the  sea. 
with  disordered  eagerness,  found  the  jewels 
he  had  given  to  her,  inclosed  in  a  billet, 
couched  in  these  words: — 

"  That  I  may  have  no  cause  to  reproacb 
myself  with  having  retained  the  least  memo- 
rial of  a  wretch  whom  I  equally  despise  and 
abhor,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  restoring 
these  ineffectual  instruments  of  his  infamot 
design  upon  the  honour  of  Emilia." 
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Ilis  cliaj>-iin  was  so  much  galled  and  in- 
flamed at  tlie  bitterness  of  this  contemptuous 
messajje,  that  he  jfnawcd  his  fingers  till  the 
blood  ran  over  his  nails,  and  even  wept  with 
vexation.  Sometimes  he  vowed  revenge 
against  her  hanglity  virtue,  and  reviled  him- 
eeiffor  his  precipitate  dfciaration,  before  Ids 
sciicme  was  brt)uglit  to  maturity  ;  then  he 
would  consider  her  behaviour  with  reverence 
and  regard,  and  bow  before  the  irresistible 
power  of  her  attractions.  In  sliort,  his  breast 
was  torn  by  conHicting passions;  lo\e, shame, 
and  remorse,  contended  with  vanity,  ambi- 
tion, and  revenge ;  and  the  superiority  was 
still  doubtful,  when  headstrong  desire  inter- 
posed, and  decided  in  favour  of  an  attempt 
towards  a  reconciliation  with  the  oti'ended 
fair. 

Impelled  by  this  motive,  he  set  out  in  the 
afternoon  for  the  house  of  her  uncle,  not 
without  ho|)es  of  that  tender  enjoyment 
which  never  fails  to  attend  an  accommoda- 
tion betwixt  two  lovers  of  taste  and  sensibili- 
ty. Though  tlie  consciousness  of  his  tres- 
pass encumbered  him  with  an  air  of  awkward 
confusion,  he  was  too  confident  of  his  own 
qualifications  and  address  to  despair  of  for- 
giveness ;  and,  by  the  time  ho  arrived  at  the 
citizen's  gate,  he  had  conned  a  very  artful 
and  pathetic  harangue,  which  he  proposed  to 
utter  in  his  own  behalf,  laying  the  blame  of 
his  conduct  on  the  impetuosity  of  his  pas- 
sion, increased  by  the  Burgundy,  which  lie 
had  too  liberally  drank:  but  he  did  not  meet 
with  an  opportunity  to  avail  himself  of  this 
preparation.  Emilia,  suspecting  that  he 
would  take  some  step  of  this  kind  to  re- 
trieve her  favour,  had  gone  abroad,  on  pre- 
tence of  visiting,  after  having  signified  to 
her  kinsman  her  resolution  to  avoid  tlie  com- 
pany of  Peregrine,  on  account  of  some  am- 
biguities which,  she  said,  were  last  night  re- 
markable in  his  demeanour  at  the  masque- 
rade. She  chose  to  insinuate  her  suspicion 
in  these  hints,  rather  than  give  an  explicit 
detail  of  the  young  man's  dishonourable  con- 
trivance, which  might  have  kindled  the  re- 
sentment of  the  family  to  some  dangerous 
pitch  of  animosity  and  revenge. 

Our  adventurer,  finding  himself  baffled  in 
Ilis  expectation  of  seeing  her,  inquired  for 
the  old  gentleman,  with  whom  he  thought  he 
had  influence  enough  to  make  his  apology 
good,  in  case  he  should  find  him  prepossessed 
by  the  young  lady's  information.  But  hero 
too  he  was  disappointed,  the  uncle  having 
gone  to  dine  in  the  country,  and  liis  wife  was 
indisposed;  so  that  he  had  no  pretext  for 
staying  in  the  house  till  the  return  of  his 
charmer.  Being,  however,  fruitful  of  expe- 
dients, lie  dismissed  his  chariot,  and  took 
possession  of  a  room  in  a  tavern,  the  win- 
dows of  which  fronted  the  merchant's  gate  ; 
and  there  he  proposed  to  watch  until  he 
sliouLi  see  her  approach.  This  scheme  he 
nut  ill  practice  with  indefatigable  patience, 


though  it  was  not  attended  with  the  expect- 
ed success. 

Emilia,  whose  caution  was  equally  vigilan* 
and  commendable,  foreseeing  that  she  might 
be  exposed  to  th(!  fertility  of  his  inventicjii 
came  home  by  a  private  passages  and  entered 
by  a  postern,  which  was  :iltogetlior  unknou* 
to  her  admirer;  and  her  uncle  did  not  arrive 
until  it  was  so  late  that  he  could  not,  with 
any  decency,  demand  a  conference. 

Next  morning  lie  did  not  fail  to  nrcsent 
himself  at  the  door;  and  his  mistress  being 
denied  by  her  own  express  direction,  insisted 
upon  seeing  the  master  of  the  liouse,  who  ro- 
ceived  him  with  such  coldness  of  civility,  aa 
plainly  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  displeasure  of  his  niece. 
He,  therefore,  with  an  air  of  candour,  told 
the  citizen,  he  could  easily  perceive  by  his 
behaviour  that  he  was  the  confidant  of  Miss 
Emilia,  of  whom  he  was  come  to  ask  pardon 
for  the  offence  ho  had  given;  and  did  not 
doubt,  if  he  could  be  admitted  to  her  pre- 
sence, that  he  should  be  able  to  convince  her 
that  he  had  not  erred  intentionally,  or  at 
least  propose  such  reparation  as  would  effec- 
tually atone  for  his  fault. 

To  this  remonstrance  the  merchant,  with- 
out  any  ceremony  or  circumlocution,  answer- 
ed, that  though  he  was  ignorant  of  tiie  na- 
ture of  his  offence,  ho  was  very  certain  that 
it  must  have  been  something  very  flagrant 
that  could  irritate  iiis  niece  to  such  a  degree, 
against  a  person  for  whom  she  had  formerly 
a  most  particular  regard.  He  owned,  she 
had  declared  her  intention  to  renounce  hia 
acquaintance  for  ever,  and,  doubtless,  she 
had  good  reason  for  so  doing ;  neither  would 
he  undertake  to  promote  an  accommodation, 
unless  he  would  give  him  full  power  to  treat 
on  the  score  of  matrimony,  which  he  sup- 
posed  would  be  the  only  means  of  evincing 
his  own  sincerity,  and  obtaining  Emilia's  for- 
giveness. 

Peregrine's  pride  was  kindled  by  this  blunt 
declaration,  which  he  could  not  help  consi- 
dering as  the  result  of  a  scheme  concerted 
betwixt  the  young  lady  and  her  uncle,  in 
order  to  take  the  advantage  of  his  heat.  He 
therefore  replied,  with  manifest  signs  of  dis- 
gust, that  he  did  not  apprehend  there  was 
any  occasion  for  a  mediator  to  reconcile  the 
diflcrence  betwixt  Emilia  and  him;  and  that 
all  he  desired  was  an  opportunity  of  pleading 
in  his  own  behalf 

The  citizen  frankly  told  him,  tiiat,  as  his 
niece  had  expressed  an  earnest  desire  of 
avoiding  his  company,  he  would  not  j)ut  the 
least  constraint  upon  her  inclination;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  gave  him  to  know,  that  he 
was  particularly  engaged. 

Our  hero,  glowing  with  indignation  at  thia 
supercilious  treatment,  "  I  was  in  the  wrong," 
said  he,  "to  look  for  good  manners  so  far  on 
this  side  of  Temple-bar :  but  you  must  give 
me  leave  to  tell  von.  Sir,  that  unless  (  utr 
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favoured  with  an  interview  with  Miss  Gaunt- 
let, I  shall  conclude  that  you  have  actually 
laid  a  constraint  upon  her  inclination,  for 
Eome  sinister  purposes  of  your  own."  "  Sir," 
(rep led  the  old  gentleman),  "you  are  wel- 
come to  n:iake  what  conclusions  shall  seem 
good  unto  your  own  imagination ;  but  pray 
be  so  good  as  to  allow  me  the  privilege  of 
ncing  master  in  my  own  house."  So  saying, 
he  very  complaisantly  showed  him  to  the 
door  ;  and  our  lover,  being  diffident  of  his 
own  temper,  as  well  as  afraid  of  being  used 
with  greater  indignity,  in  a  place  where  his 
personal  prowess  would  only  serve  to 
heighten  .lis  disgrace,  quitted  the  house  in  a 
transport  of  rage,  which  he  could  not  wholly 
suppress,  telling  the  landlord,  that,  if  his  age 
did  not  protect  him,  he  would  have  chastised 
him  for  his  insolent  behaviour. 


CHAPTER  LXXVin. 

He  projects  a  violent  scheme,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  is  involved  in  a 
7nost  fatiguing  adventure,  which  greatly 
tends  towards  the  augmentation  of  his 
chagrin. 

Tnrs  debarred  of  personal  communication 
with  his  mistress,  he  essayed  to  retrieve  her 
good  graces  by  the  most  submissive  and  pa- 
thetic letters,  which  he  conveyed  by  divers 
artifices  to  her  perusal :  but  reaping  no  man- 
ner of  benefit  from  these  endeavours,  his 
passion  acquired  a  degree  of  impatience  little 
inferior  to  downright  frenzy;  and  he  de- 
termined to  run  every  risk  of  life,  fortune, 
and  reputation,  rather  than  desist  from  his 
unjustifiable  pursuit.  Indeed,  his  resentment 
was  now  as  deeply  concerned  as  his  love, 
and  each  of  these  passions  equally  turbulent 
and  loud  in  demanding  gratification.  He 
kept  sentinels  continually  in  pay  to  give  him 
notice  of  her  outgoings,  in  expectation  of 
finding  some  opportunity  to  carry  her  off"; 
but  her  circumspection  entirely  frustrated 
this  design ;  for  she  suspected  every  thing 
of  that  sort  from  a  disposition  like  his,  and 
regulated  her  motions  accordingly. 

Baffled  by  her  prudence  and  penetration, 
he  altered  his  plan.  On  pretence  of  being 
called  to  his  country  house  by  some  affair  of 
importance,  he  departed  from  London,  and, 
taking  lodgings  at  a  farmer's  house  that  stood 
near  the  road  through  which  she  must  have 
necessarily  passed  in  her  return  to  her  mo- 
ther, concealed  himself  from  all  intercourse, 
except  with  his  valet  de  chambre  and  Pipes, 
who  had  orders  to  scour  the  country,  and  re- 
connoitre every  horse,  coach,  or  carriao-e, 
that  should  appear  on  that  highway,  with  a 
view  of  intercepting  his  Amanda  in  her  pas- 
wage. 

He  had  waited  in  this  ambuscade  a  whole 
v*eek,  when  his  val  .'t  gfave  him  notice,  that 


he  and  liis  fellow  scout  had  discovered  ;: 
chaise  and  six,  driving  at  full  speed  towards 
them ;  upon  which  they  had  flapped  their 
hats  over  their  eyes,  so  as  they  might  not  be 
known,  in  case  they  should  be  seen,  and  con- 
cealed themselves  behind  a  hedge,  from 
whence  they  could  perceive  in  the  carriage, 
as  it  passed,  a  young  man  plainly  dressed, 
with  a  lady  in  a  mask,  of  the  exact  size 
shape,  and  air  of  Emilia;  and  tliat  Pipea  fol. 
lowed  them  at  a  distance,  while  he  rode  back 
to  communicate  this  piece  of  intelligence. 

Peregrine  would  scarce  allow  him  time  to 
conclude  his  information.  He  ran  down  tc 
the  stable,  where  his  horse  was  kept  ready 
saddled  for  the  purpose,  and  never  doubting 
that  the  lady  in  question  was  his  mistress, 
attended  by  one  of  her  uncle's  clerks,  mount- 
ed immediately,  and  rode  full  gallop  after  the 
chaise,  which  (when  he  had  proceeded  about 
two  miles)  he  understood  from  Pipes,  had  put 
up  at  a  neighbouring  inn.  Though  his  incli- 
nation prompted  him  to  enter  her  apartment 
without  farther  delay,  he  siifiered  himself  to 
be  dissuaded  from  taking  such  a  precipitate 
step,  by  his  privy  counsellor,  who  observed, 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  execute  his 
purpose  of  conveying  her  against  her  will 
from  a  public  inn,  that  stood  in  the  midst  of 
a  populous  village,  which  would  infallibly 
rise  in  her  defence.  He  advised  him  there, 
fore  to  lie  in  wait  for  the  chaise,  in  some  re- 
mote  and  private  part  of  the  road,  where 
they  might  accomplish  their  aim  without  dif- 
ficulty or  danger.  In  consequence  of  this 
admonition,  our  adventurer  ordered  Pipes  to 
reconnoitre  the  inn,  that  she  might  not  escape 
another  way,  while  he  and  the  valet,  in  order 
to  avoid  being  seen,  took  a  circuit  by  an 
unfrequented  path,  and  placed  themselves  in 
ambush,  on  a  spot  which  they  chose  for  the 
scene  of  their  achievement.  Here  they  tar- 
ried a  full  hour,  without  seeing  the  carriage, 
or  hearing  from  their  sentinel  ;  so  that  the 
youth,  unable  to  exert  his  patience  one 
moment  longer,  left  the  foreigner  in  his 
station,  and  rode  back  to  his  faithful  lacquey, 
who  assured  him,  that  the  travellers  had  not 
vet  hove  up  their  anchor,  or  proceeded  on 
their  voyage. 

Notwithstanding  this  intimation.  Pickle 
began  to  entertain  such  alarming  suspicions, 
that  he  could  not  refrain  from  advancing  to 
the  gate,  and  inquire  for  the  company  which 
had  lately  arrived  in  a  chaise  and  six.  The 
innkeeper,  who  was  not  at  all  pleased  with 
the  behaviour  of  those  passengers,  dii.l  not 
think  proper  to  observe  the  instructions  he 
had  received  ;  on  the  contrar}%  he  plainly  told 
him,  that  the  chaise  did  not  halt,  but  only 
entered  at  one  door,  and  went  out  at  the 
other,  with  a  view  to  deceive  those  who 
pursued  it,  as  he  guess  3d  from  the  words  of 
the  gentleman,  who  had  earnestly  desired  that 
his  route  might  be  concealed  from  any  person 
who   should   inquire    about    their   motiona 
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"  \8  for  my  own  D^art,  meas'er,"  (continued 
this  charitable  piDiican),  "  I  believes  as  how 
they  are  no  better  than  they  should  be,  else 
they  wouldn't  be  in  such  a  deadly  loar  of 
being  overtaken.  Methinks,  (said  I,  when  I 
saw  them  in  such  a  wouiuly  pother  to  be 
gone),  oddsheartlinkins  !  this  must  be  some 
London  'prentice  runninij  away  with  his 
nicaster's  daughter,  as  sure  as  I'm  a  living 
soul.  But,  be  he  who  he  will,  sartain  it  is,  a 
has  nothing  of  the  gentleman  about  en;  for, 
thof  a  asked  such  a  favour,  a  never  once  put 
hand  in  pocket,  or  said,  Dog,  will  you  drink  ] 
Howsomever,  that  don't  argufy  in  reverence 
of  his  being  in  a  hurry  ;  and  a  man  may  bo 
sometimes  a  little  too  judgmatical  in  his  con- 
jectures." In  all  probability,  this  loquacious 
landlord  would  have  served  the  traveller 
effectually,  had  Peregrine  lieard  him  to  an 
end ;  but  this  impetuous  youth,  far  from 
listening  to  the  sequel  of  his  observations, 
interrupted  him  in  the  beginning  of  his 
career,  by  asking  eagerly  which  road  they 
followed;  and,  having  received  the  innkeeper's 
directions,  clapped  spurs  to  his  horse,  com- 
manding Pipes  to  make  the  valet  acquainted 
with  his  course,  that  they  might  attend  him 
with  all  imaginable  dispatch. 

By  the  publican's  account  of  their  conduct, 
his  former  opinion  was  fully  confirmed.  He 
plied  his  steed  to  the  height  of  liis  mettle; 
and  so  much  was  his  imagination  engrossed 
by  tiie  prospect  of  having  Emilia  in  his 
power,  that  he  did  not  perceive  the  road  on 
which  he  travelled  was  quite  dilferent  from 
that  which  led  to  the  habitation  of  Mrs 
CJauntlet.  The  valet  de  chainbre  was  an 
utter  stranger  to  that  part  of  the  country  ; 
and  as  for  Mr  Pipes,  such  considerations 
were  altogether  foreign  to  the  economy  of 
his  reflexion. 

Ten  long  miles  liad  our  hero  rode,  when 
his  eyes  were  blessed  with  the  sight  of  the 
chaise  ascending  an  hill,  at  the  distance  of  a 
good  league ;  upon  which  he  doubled  his 
diligence  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  gained 
upon  the  carriage  every  minute,  and  at  length 
approached  so  near  to  it,  that  ho  could  dis- 
cern the  lady  and  her  conductor,  with  their 
heads  thrust  out  at  the  windows,  looking 
back,  and  speaking  to  the  driver  alternately, 
as  if  they  earnestly  besought  him  to  augment 
the  speed  of  his  cattle. 

Being  thus,  as  it  were,  in  sight  of  port, 
while  he  crossed  the  road,  his  horse  happen- 
ed to  plunge  into  a  cart-rut  with  suc'n  vio- 
lence, that  he  was  thrown  several  yards  over 
iiis  head;  and  the  beast's  .^ihoulder  being 
elipped  by  the  fall,  he  found  himself  disabled 
from  plucking  the  fruit  which  was  almost 
within  his  reach;  for  he  had  left  his  servants 
at  a  considerable  distance  behind  him  ;  and 
although  they  had  been  at  his  back,  and  sup- 
plied him  with  another  horse,  they  were  so 
iiiditferently  mounted,  that  he  could  not 
reasonably  expect  to  overtake  the  fivers,  v.ho 


profited  so  much  by  this  disaster,  that  the 
chaise  vanished  in  a  moment. 

It  may  be  easily  conceived  how  a  young 
man  of  his  disposition  passed  his  time  in  this 
tantalizing  situation.  lie  ejaculated  with 
great  fervency,  but  his  !)rayers  were  not  the 
elfects  of  resignation.  He  ran  back  on  foot, 
with  incredible  speed,  in  order  to  meet  hia 
valet,  whom  he  unhorsed  in  a  twinkling: 
and,  taking  his  seat,  began  to  exercise  his 
whip  and  spurs,  :<,fter  having  ordered  the 
Swiss  to  follow  him  on  the  other  gelding, 
and  committed  the  lame  hunter  to  the  care 
of  Pipes. 

Matters  being  adjusted  in  this  manner,  our 
adventurer  prosecuted  the  race  with  all  his 
might ;  and,  having  made  some  j)rogress, 
was  informed  by  a  countryman,  that  the 
chaise  had  struck  oft"  into  another  road,  and, 
according  to  his  judgment,  was  by  that  time 
about  three  miles  a-liead  ;  though,  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  horses  would  not  be  able  to  hold 
out  much  longer,  because  they  seemed  to  be 
quite  spent  when  they  passed  his  door.  En- 
couraged by  this  intimation.  Peregrine  pushed 
on  with  great  alacrity,  though  he  could  not 
regain  sight  of  the  desired  object,  till  the 
clouds  of  night  began  to  deepen,  and  even 
then  he  enjoyed  nothing  more  than  a  tran- 
sient glimpse  ;  for  the  carriage  was  no  sooner 
seen,  than  shrouded  again  from  his  view. 
These  vexatious  circumstances  animated  his 
endeavours  while  they  irritated  his  chagrin  : 
in  short,  he  continued  his  pursuit  till  the 
night  was  far  advanced,  and  himself  so  un- 
certain about  the  object  of  his  care,  that  he 
entered  a  solitary  inn,  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing some  intelligence,  when,  to  his  infinite 
joy,  he  perceived  the  chaise  standing  by  it- 
self, and  the  horses  panting  in  the  yard.  In 
full  confidence  of  his  having  arrived  at  last 
at  the  goal  of  all  his  wishes,  he  aliglited  in- 
stantaneously,  and,  running  up  to  the  coach- 
man, with  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  commanded 
him,  in  an  imperious  tone,  to  conduct  him  to 
the  lady's  chamber,  on  pain  of  death.  The 
driver,  affrighted  at  this  menacing  address, 
protested,  with  great  humility,  that  he  did 
not  know  whither  liis  fare  had  retired  ;  for 
that  he  himself  was  paid  and  dismissed  from 
the  service,  because  he  would  not  undertake 
to  drive  them  all  night  across  the  country, 
without  stopping  to  refresh  his  horses  ;  but 
he  promised  to  go  in  quest  of  the  waiter, 
who  would  show  him  to  their  apartmei:t. 
He  was  accordingly  detached  on  that  errand, 
while  our  hero  stood  sentinel  at  the  gate,  till 
the  arrival  of  his  valet  de  chambre,  who, 
joining  him  by  accident  before  the  coachman 
returned,  relieved  him  in  his  wat.di ;  and 
then  the  •young  gentleman,  exasperated  at 
his  messenger's  delay,  rushed,  with  fury  in 
his  eyes,  from  room  to  room,  denouncing 
vengeance  upon  the  whole  family ;  but  he 
did  not  meet  with  one  living  soul,  until  he 
entered  the  garret,  where  he  found  the  la'd 


206 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


lord  and  liis  wife  in  bed.  This  chicken- 
hearted  couple,  by  the  light  of  a  rush  candle 
that  burned  on  the  hearth,  seeing  a  stranger 
burst  into  the  chamber  in  such  a  terrible  at- 
titude, were  seized  with  consternation  ;  and, 
exalting  their  voices,  in  a  most  lamentable 
Btrain,  begged,  for  the  passion  of  Christ,  that 
lie  would  spare  their  lives,  and  take  all  thev 
had. 

Peregrine  guessing,  from  this  exclamation, 
and  the  circumstance  of  their  being  a-bed, 
that  they  mistook  him  for  a  robber,  and  were 
ignorant  of  that  which  he  wanted  to  know, 
dispelled  their  terror,  by  making  them  ac- 
quainted with  the  cause  of  his  visit,  and  de- 
sired the  husband  to  get  up  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  in  order  to  assist  and  attend  him  in 
his  search. 

Thus  reinforced,  he  rummaged  every  cor- 
ner of  the  inn,  and,  at  last,  finding  the  hostler 
in  the  stable,  was  by  him  informed  (to  his  un- 
speakable mortification),  that  the  gentleman 
and  lady  who  arrived  in  the  chaise,  had  imme- 
diately hired  post-horses  for  a  certain  village 
at  the  distance  of  fifteen  miles,  and  departed 
without  halting  for  the  least  refreshment. 
Our  adventurer,  mad  with  his  disappointment, 
mounted  his  horse  in  an  instant,  and,  with 
his  attendant,  took  the  same  road,  with  full 
determination  to  die,  rather  than  desist  from 
the  prosecution  of  his  design.  He  had,  by 
this  time,  rode  upwards  of  thirty  miles  since 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  so  that  the 
horses  were  almost  quite  jaded,  and  travelled 
this  stage  so  slowly,  that  it  was  morning 
before  they  reached  the  place  of  their  desti- 
nation, where,  far  from  finding  the  fugitives, 
he  understood,  that  no  such  persons  as  he 
described  had  passed  that  way,  and  that,  in  all 
likelihood,  they  had  taken  a  quite  contrary 
direction,  while,  in  order  to  mislead  him  in 
his  pursuit,  they  had  amused  the  hostler  with 
a  false  route.  This  conjecture  was  strength- 
ened by  his  perceiving  (now  for  the  first  time) 
that  he  had  deviated  a  considerable  way  from 
the  road,  through  which  they  must  have  jour- 
neyed, in  order  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  her 
mother's  residence ;  and  these  suggestions 
utterly  deprived  him  of  the  small  remains  of 
recollection  which  he  had  hitherto  retained. 
Ilis  eyes  rolled  about,  witnessing  rage  and 
distraction ;  he  foamed  at  the  mouth,  stamp- 
ed upon  the  ground  with  great  violence,  ut- 
tered incoherent  imprecations  against  him- 
self and  all  mankind,  and  would  have  sallied 
forth  again,  he  knew  not  whither,  upon  the 
same  horse,  which  he  had  already  almost 
killed  with  fatigue,  liad  not  his  confidant 
found  means  to  quiet  the  tumult  of  his 
thoughts,  and  recal  his  reflexion,  by  re- 
nresenting  the  condition  of  the  poor  animals, 
and  advising  him  to  hire  fresh  horses,  and 
ride  post  across  the  countrj',  to  the  village  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mrs  Gauntlet's  habi- 
tation, wherethcy  should  infallibly  intercept 
provided  they  could  get  the 
n  the  road. 


Peregrine  not  only  relished,  but  forthwitl. 
acted  in  conformity  with,  this  good  counsel. 
His  own  horses  were  committed  to  the  charge 
of  the  landlord,  with  directions  fi)r  Pipes,  in 
case  he  should  come  in  quest  of  his  master ; 
and  a  couple  of  stout  geldings  being  prepar- 
ed, he  and  his  valet  took  the  road   again, 
steering  tiieir  course  according  to  the  mo- 
tions of  the  post-boy,  who  undertook  to  be 
their  guide.     They  had  almost  finished  tiie 
first  stage,  when  they  descried  a  post-chaise 
just  halting  at  the  inn  where  they  proposec* 
to  change  horses  ;   upon  which  our  adven 
turer,  glowing  with  a  most  interesting  pre 
sage,  put  his  beast  to  the  full  speed,  and  ap 
proached  near  enough  to  distinguish   (as  the 
travellers  quitted  the  carriage)  that  he  had  a 
last  come  up  with  the  very  individual  persons 
whom  he  had  pursued  so  long. 

Flushed  with  this  discovery,  he  galloped 
into  the  yard  so  suddenly,  that  the  lady  and 
her  conductor  scarce  had  time  to  shut  them- 
selves up  in  a  chamber,  to  which  they  re- 
treated with  great  precipitation  ;  so  that  the 
pursuer  was  nov\^  certain  of  having  housed 
his  prey.  That  he  might,  however,  leave 
nothing  to  fortune,  he  placed  himself  upon 
the  stair  by  which  they  had  ascended  to  the 
apartment,  and  sent  up  his  compliments  to 
the  young  lady,  desiring  the  favour  of  being 
admitted  to  her  presence,  otherwise  he 
should  be  obliged  to  wave  all  ceremony,  and 
take  that  liberty  which  slie  would  not  give. 
The  servant,  having  conveyed  his  messago 
through  the  keyhole,  returned  with  &n 
answer,  importing,  that  she  would  adhere  to 
the  resolution  she  had  taken  and  perish 
rather  than  comply  v/ith  his  will.  Our  ad- 
venturer, without  staying  to  make  any  re- 
joinder to  this  replj',  ran  up  stairs,  and, 
thundering  at  the  door  for  entrance,  was 
given  to  understand  by  the  nymph's  attendant, 
that  a  blunderbuss  was  ready  primed  for  his 
reception,  and  that  lie  would  do  well  to  spare 
him  the  necessity  of  shedding  blood  in  de- 
fence of  a  person  who  had  put  herself  undei 
his  protection.  "Ail  the  laws  of  the  land," 
(said  he)  "  cannot  now  untie  the  knots  by 
which  we  are  bound  together,  and  therefore 
I  will  guard  her  as  my  own  property:  so  that 
you  had  better  desist  from  your  fruitless  at- 
tempt, and  thereby  consult  your  own  safety; 
for,  by  the  God  that  made  me  !  I  will  dis- 
charge my  piece  uiion  you,  as  soon  as  you 
set  your  nose  within  the  door — and  your 
blood  be  upon  your  own  head."  These  me- 
naces from  a  citizen's  clerk  would  have  been 
sufficient  motives  for  Pickle  to  storm  the 
breach,  although  they  had  not  been  reinforced 
by  that  declaration,  which  informed  him  of 
Emilia's  having  bestowed  herself  in  marriagi; 
upon  such  a  contemptible  rival.  This  soie 
consideration  added  wings  to  his  impetuosi- 
ty, and  he  applied  his  foot  to  the  door,  with 
such  irresistible  force,  as  bursted  it  open  iu 
an  instant,  entering  at  the  same  time  with  e 
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pistol  ready  cocked  in  his  litind.  His  anta- 
ifonist,  instead  of  ririn<r  his  bhinderbuss  wlien 
lie  saw  his  approach,  started  back,  with 
evident  signs  of  surprise  and  consternation, 
exclaiming,  "  Lord  Jesus  !  Sir,  you  are  not 
the  man  1  and,  witiiout  doubt,  arc  under 
some  mistake  witli  regard  to  us." 

Before  Peregrine  had  time  to  answer  this 
salutation,  tlie  lady,  hearing  it,  advanced  to 
him,  and  pulling  oil'  a  mask,  discovered  a 
face  which  he  had  never  teen  before.  The 
Gorgon's  head,  according  to  the  fables  of 
antiquity,  never  had  a  more  instantaneous  or 
petrifying  eiTcct,  than  that  which  this  coun- 
lenance  produced  upon  the  astonished  youth. 
His  eyes  v>'ere  fixed  upon  this  unknown  ob- 
ject, as  if  they  had  been  attracted  by  the 
power  of  enchantment,  his  feet  seemed  rivet- 
ted  to  the  ground,  and,  atlcr  having  stood 
motionless  for  the  space  of  a  few  minutes, 
he  dropped  down  in  an  apoplexy  of  disap- 
pointment and  despair.  The  Swiss,  who  had 
followed  him,  seeing  his  master  in  tiiis  con- 
dition, lifted  him  up,  and  laying  him  upon  a 
bed  in  the  next  room,  let  him  blood  imme- 
diately, without  hesitation,  being  always  pro- 
vided with  a  case  of  lancets,  against  all  acci- 
dents on  the  road.  To  this  foresight  our 
hero,  in  all  probability,  was  indebted  for  his 
life.  By  vivtue  of  a  very  copious  evacuation, 
he  recovered  tlic  use  of  his  senses  ;  bat  the 
complication  of  fatigues  and  violent  trans- 
ports which  he  had  undergone,  brewed  up  a 
dangerous  fever  in  his  blood;  and  a  pliysi- 
cian  he.ng  called  from  the  next  market-town, 
seve-J'.J  days  elapsed  before-he  would  answer 
for  lift  life. 


CHAPTER  LXXIX. 

Pe'  'Serine  sends  a  message  to  ]\[rs  Gaunt- 
let, who  rejects  his  proposal — he  repairs 
to  the  garrison. 

At  length,  however,  his  constitution  over- 
came his  disease,  though  not  before  it  had  in 
a  great  measure  tamed  the  fury  of  his  dispo- 
sition, and  brought  him  to  a  serious  conside- 
ration of  his  conduct.  In  this  humiliation  of 
his  spirits,  he  reflected  with  shame  and  re- 
morse upon  his  treacliery  to  the  fair,  the  in- 
nocent Emilia;  he  remembered  his  former 
sentiments  in  her  favour,  as  well  as  the  in- 
junctions of  his  dying  uncle  ;  he  recollected 
his  intimacy  with  her  brother,  against  which 
he  had  so  basely  sinned  ;  and,  revolving  all 
the  circumstances  of  her  con^luct,  found  it  so 
commendable,  spirited,  and  noble,  that  he 
deemed  her  an  object  of  sufficient  dignity  to 
merit  his  honourable  addresses,  even  though 
his  duty  had  not  jcen  concerned  in  the  deci- 
sion ;  but,  obligated  as  he  was  to  make  re- 
paration to  a  worthy  family,  \vhich  he  Jiad 
so  grossly  injured,  he  thought  he  could  not 
manifest   his   reformation    too   soon  ;    and, 
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whenever  he  found  himself  able  to  hold  th« 
pen,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mrs  Gauntlet,  wherein 
lie  acknowledged,  with  many  exi)ressions  of 
sorrow  and  contrition,  that  he  had  acted  a 
part  altogether  uubecomiiig  a  man  of  honour, 
and  should  never  enjoy  the  least  tranquillity 
of  mind,  until  ho  sliould  have  merited  her 
forgiveness.  lie  protested,  that  although 
his  happiness  entirely  dci)ended  upon  tin*, 
determination  of  Emilia,  he  would  even  re- 
nounce all  hope  of  being  blessed  with  hoi 
favour,  if  she  could  point  out  any  other  me- 
thod of  making  re|)aration  to  that  amiable 
young  lady,  but  by  laying  his  heart  and  ibr- 
tune  at  her  feet,  and  submitting  himself  to 
her  pleasure  during  the  remaining  part  of  his 
life.  He  conjured  her,  therefore,  in  the  most 
pathetic  manner,  to  pardon  him,  in  conside- 
ration of  his  sincere  repentance,  and  to  use 
her  maternal  influence  witli  her  daughter,  so 
OS  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  v.ait  upon 
her  with  a  wedding  ring,  as  soon  as  his 
health  would  aHow  him  to  undertake  the 
journey. 

This  explanation  being  dispatched  by 
Pipes:,  who  had,  by  this  time,  found  his  mas- 
ter, the  young  gentleman  inquired  about  the 
couple  whom  he  had  so  fortunately  pursued, 
and  understood  from  his  valet-de-chambre, 
v.'lio  learned  the  story  from  their  own 
mouths,  that  the  lady  was  the  only  daughter 
of  a  rich  Jew,  and  her  attendant  no  other 
than  his  apprentice,  who  had  converted  her 
to  clrristianity,  and  married  Jier  at  the  same 
time  ;  that  this  secret  having  taken  air,  the 
old  Israelite  had  contrived  a  scheme  to  sepa- 
rate them  for  ever;  and  they,  being  apprised 
of  his  intention,  had  found  means  to  elope 
from  his  house,  with  a  view  of  sheltering 
themselves  in  France,  until  the  affair  could 
be  made  up ;  that,  seeing  three  men  ride 
after  them  with  such  eagerness  and  speed, 
they  never  doubted  that  the  pursuers  were 
her  father,  and  some  friends  or  domestics, 
and  on  that  supposition  had  fled  with  the  ut- 
mo.st  dispatch  and  trepidation,  until  they  had 
found  themselves  happily  undeceived,  at  that 
very  instant  when  they  expected  nothing  but 
mischief  and  misf)rtune.  Lastly,  the  Swiss 
gave  him  to  understand,  that,  after  havhig 
professed  some  concern  for  his  deplorable 
situation,  and  enjoyed  a  slight  refreshment, 
they  had  taken  their  departure  for  Dover, 
and,  in  all  likelihood,  were  safely  arrived  at 
Paris. 

In  four-and-twenty  hours  after  Pipes  was 
charged  with  his  commission,  he  brought 
back  an  answer  from  the  mother  of  Emilia, 
couched  in  these  words: — 

"Sir,  I  received  the  favour  of  yours,  and 
am  glad,  for  your  own  sake,  that  you  have 
attained  a  due  sense  and  conviction  of  your 
unkind  and  unchristian  behaviour  to  p5^» 
Emy.  I  thank  God,  none  of  my  children 
were  ever  so  insulted  before.  Give  me  leave 
to  tell  you,  Sir,  my  daughter  was  no  upstart 


208 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


without  tVieiids  or  education,  but  a  young 
lady,  as  well  brtd,  and  better  born,  than  most 
private  g-entlewonien  in  the  kingdom  ;  and; 
therefore,  thougli  you  had  no  esteem  for  her 
person,  you  ought  to  iiave  paid  some  regard 
to  her  family,  which  (no  disparagement  to 
you.  Sir,)  is  more  honourable  than  your  own. 
As  for  your  proposal,  Miss  Gauntlet  will  not 
hear  of  it,  being  that  she  thinks  her  honour 
will  not  allow  her  to  listen  to  any  terms  of 
reconciliation  ;  and  she  is  not  yet  so  desti- 
tute, as  to  embrace  an  offer  to  which  she  has 
the  least  objection.  In  the  mean  time,  she 
is  so  much  indisposed,  that  she  cannot  pos- 
sibly see  company;  so  I  beg  you  will  not 
take  the  troui)le  of  making  a  fruitless  journey 
to  this  place.  Perhaps  your  future  conduct 
may  deserve  her  forgiveness ;  and  really,  as 
I  am  concerned  for  your  happiness  (which 
you  assure  me  depends  upon  her  condescen- 
sion), I  wish  with  all  my  heart  it  may ;  and 
am  (notwithstanding  all  that  has  happened) 
"  Your  sincere  well-wisher, 

"  Cecilia  Gauntlet." 

From  this  epistle,  and  the  information  of 
liis  messenger,  our  liero  learned,  that  his 
mistress  had  actually  profited  by  his  wild- 
goose  chase,  so  as  to  make  a  safe  retreat  to 
her  mother's  house.  Though  sorry  to  hear 
of  her  indisposition,  he  was  also  piqued  at 
her  implacability,  as  well  as  at  some  stately 
paragraphs  of  the  letter,  in  which  (he 
thought)  the  good  lady  had  consulted  her  j 
own  vanity,  rather  than  her  good  eense. 
These  motives  of  resentment  helped  him  to 
bear  his  disappointment  like  a  philosopher, 
especially  as  he  had  now  quieted  his  con- 
science, in  proffering  to  redress  the  injury  he 
had  done:  and,  moreover,  found  himself, 
with  regard  to  his  love,  in  a  calm  state  of 
hope  and  resignation. 

A  seasonable  fit  of  illness  is  an  excellent 
medicine  for  the  turbulence  of  passion.  Such 
a  reformation  had  the  fever  produced  in  the 
economy  of  his  thouglits,  that  he  moralized 
like  an  apostle,  and  projected  several  pru- 
dential scliemes  for  his  future  conduct. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  soon  as  his  health 
was  sufficiently  re-established,  he  took  a  trip 
to  the  garrison,  in  order  to  visit  his  friends  ; 
and  learned  from  Hatchway's  own  mouth, 
that  he  had  broke  the  ice  of  courtship  to  his 
aunt,  and  that  his  addresses  were  now  fairly 
afloat ;  though,  when  he  first  declared  him- 
self to  the  widow,  after  she  had  been  duly 
prepared  for  the  occasion,  by  her  niece  and 
the  rest  of  her  friends,  she  had  received  his 
proposal  with  a  becoming  reserve,  and  pi- 
ously wept  at  the  remembrance  of  her  hus- 
oand,  observing,  that  she  should  never  meet 
with  his  fellow. 

Peregrine  promoted  the  lieutenant's  suit 
with  all  his  influence  ;  and  all  Mrs  Trun- 
nion's objections  to  the  match  being  sur- 
•nounted,  it  was  determined,  that  the  day  of 
•narriage  should  be  pu^  off  for  three  months, 


that  her  reputation  might  not  suffer  by  a  pre 
cipitate  engagement.  His  next  care  was  tc 
give  orders  for  erecting  a  plain  marble  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  his  uncle,  on  which 
the  following  inscription,  composed  by  the 
bridegroom,  actually  appeared  in  golden  let- 
ters. 

Here  lies, 

Foundered  in  a  fathom  and  half, 

The  shell 

Of 

HAWSER  TRUNNION,  Esq. 

Formerly  commander  of  a  squadron 

In  his  majesty's  service  ; 

Who  broach'd  to,  at  five  P.  M.  Oct.  x. 

In  the  year  of  his  age 

Threescore  and  nineteen. 

He  kept  his  guns  always  loaded, 

And  his  tackle  ready  mann'd, 

And  never  showed  his  poop  to  the  enemy 

Except  when  he  took  her  in  tow  ; 

But, 

His  shot  being  expended, 

His  match  burnt  out. 

And  his  upper  works  decayed. 

He  was  sunk 

By  death's  superior  weight  of  metal. 

Nevertheless, 

He  will  be  weighed  again 

At  the  Great  Day, 

His  rigging  refitted, 

And  his  timbers   repaired, 

And  with  one  broadside, 

Make  his  adversary 

Strike  in  his  turn. 


CHAPTER  LXXX. 

He  returns  to  London,  and  meets  with  Cad- 
walldder,  who  entertains  iLim  with  many 
curious  particulars — Crahtree  sounds  the 
ducliess,  and  undeceives  Pickle,  who,  hu 
an  extraordinary  accideiit,  becomes  ac- 
quainted with  another  lady  of  quality. 

The  young  gentleman  having  performed 
these  last  offices  in  honour  of  his  deceased 
benefactor,  and  presented  Mr  Jolter  to  the 
long-expected  living,  which  at  this  time  hap- 
pened to  be  vacant,  returned  to  London  and 
resumed  his  former  gaiety — not  that  he  was 
able  to  shake  Emilia  from  his  thought,  or 
even  to  remember  her  without  violent  emo- 
tions ;  for,  as  he  recovered  his  vigour,  his 
former  impatience  recurred ;  and,  therefore, 
he  resolved  to  plunge  himself  headlong  into 
some  intrigue,  that  might  engage  his  passions 
and  amuse  his  imagination. 

A  man  of  his  accomplishments  could  not 
fail  to  meet  with  a  variety  of  subjects  on 
which  his  gallantry  would  have  been  properly 
exercised  ;  and  this  abundance  distracted  hia 
choice,  which  at  any  time  was  apt  to  be  in 
fluenced  by  caprice  and  whim.  I  have  al 
re.idv  observed,  that  he  had  lifted  his  view 
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tliroii<Tl>  .1  inatrimonial  perspective,  as  high 
as  a  lady  of  the  first  quality  and  distinction; 
and,  now  that  ho  was  refused  by  Miss  Gaunt- 
Jet,  and  enjoyed  a  little  respite  from  the  a<;o- 
nies  of  that  flame  which  her  ciiarms  had  kin- 
dled in  his  heart,  he  renewed  iiis  assiduities 
to  her  grrace.  Though  he  durst  not  yet  risk 
an  explanation,  he  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  himself  so  well  received  in  quality  of 
a  particular  acquaintance,  that  he  flattered 
himself  with  the  belief  of  his  having  made 
some  progress  in  her  heart ;  and  was  con- 
firmed in  this  conceited  notion  by  the  assu- 
rances of  her  woman,  whom,  by  liberal  lar- 
gesses, he  retained  in  his  interest,  because 
she  found  means  to  persuade  him  that  she 
was  in  the  coniidence  of  her  lady.  But, 
notwithstanding  this  encouragement,  and  the 
Hanguine  suggestions  of  his  own  vanity,  ho 
dreaded  the  thoughts  of  exposing  himself  to 
her  ridicule  and  resentment  by  a  premature 
declaration,  and  determined  to  postpone  iiis 
addresses,  until  he  should  be  more  certified 
of  the  probability  of  succeeding  in  his  at- 
tempt. 

While  he  remained  in  this  hesitation  and 
suspense,  he  was  one  morning  very  agreeably 
surprised  with  the  appearance  of  his  friend 
Crabtrce,  who,  by  the  permission  of  Pipes, 
to  whom  he  was  well  known,  entered  his 
chamber  before  he  was  awake,  and,  by  a 
violent  shake  of  the  shoulder,  disengaged  him 
from  the  arms  of  sleep.  The  first  com- 
jiliments  having  mutually  passed,  Cadwalla- 
(ler  gave  Iiim  to  understand,  that  lie  had  ar- 
rived in  town  over  night  in  the  stage-ctjach 
from  Bath,  and  entertained  him  with  such  a 
ludicroiis  account  of  his  fellow-travellers, 
that  Peregrine,  for  the  first  time  since  their 
parting,  indulged  himself  in  mirth,  even  to 
the  hazard  of  suffocation. 

Crabtree,  liaving  rehearsed  these  adven- 
tures, in  such  a  peculiarity  of  manner  as  ad- 
ded infinite  ridicule  to  every  circumstance, 
and  repeated  every  scandalous  report  which 
had  circulated  at  Bath,  aft;er  Peregrine's  de- 
parture, was  informed  by  the  youth,  that  he 
harboured  a  design  upon  the  person  of  such 
a  duchess,  and  in  all  appearance  had  no 
reason  to  complain  of  his  reception  ;  but  that 
he  would  not  venture  to  declare  himself,  un- 
til he  should  be  more  ascertained  of  her  sen- 
timents ;  and  therefore  he  begged  leave  to 
depend  upon  the  intelligence  of  his  friend 
Cadwallader,  who,  he  knew,  was  admitted 
tc  her  parties. 

Tlic  misanthrope,  before  he  would  promise 
nis  assistance,  asked  if  his  prospect  verged 
towards  matrimony ;  and  our  adventurer 
(who  guessed  the  meaning  of  his  question) 
replying  in  the  negative,  he  undertook  the 
office  of  reconnoitring  her  inclination,  pro- 
testing at  the  same  time,  that  he  would 
never  concern  himself  in  any  scheme  that  did 
not  tend  to  the  disgrace  and  deception  of  all 
.be  sex.  On  these  conditions  he  espoused 
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the  interest  of  our  hero  ;  and  a  plan  was  im- 
mediately concerted,  inconseqiicnceof  whicli 
they  met  by  accident  at  her  grace's  t.iblc. 
Pickle  having  staid  all  the  forepart  of  the 
evening,  and  sat  out  all  the  company,  except 
the  misanthrope  and  a  certain  widow  lady, 
who  was  said  to  be  in  the  secrets  of  my  lady 
duchess,  went  away  on  pretence  of  an  in- 
dispensable  engagement,  that  C'rablree  might 
have  a  proper  opportunity  of  making  him  the 
subject  of  conversation. 

Accordingly,  he  had  scarce  quitted  the 
apartment,  when  this  cynic,  attending  him  tc 
the  door  with  a  look  of  morose  disdain, 
"  Were  I  an  absolute  prince,"  said  he,  "and 
that  fellow  one  of  my  subjects,  I  would  order 
him  to  be  clothed  in  sackcloth,  and  he  should 
drive  my  asses  to  water,  that  his  lofty  spin 
might  bo  lowered  to  the  level  of  liis  desertn. 
The  pride  of  a  peacock  is  downright  self- 
denial,  when  compared  with  the  vanity  of 
that  coxcomb,  which  was  naturally  arrogant, 
but  is  now  rendered  altogether  intolerable, 
by  the  reputation  he  acquired  at  Bath,  fi)r 
kicking  a  bully,  outwitting  a  club  of  raw 
sharpers,  and  divers  other  pranks,  in  the  exe- 
cution  of  which  he  was  more  lucky  than 
wise.  But  nothing  has  contributed  so  much 
to  the  increase  of  his  insolence  and  self- 
conceit,  as  the  favour  he  found  among  the 
ladies.  Ay,  the  ladies,  madam,  I  care  not 
who  knows  it — the  ladies,  who  (to  their 
honour  be  it  spoken)  never  fail  to  patronize 
foppery  and  folly,  provided  they  solicit  their 
encouragement.  And  yet  this  dog  was  nut 
on  the  footing  of  those  hermaphroditical 
animals,  who  may  be  reckoned  among  the 
number  of  waiting  women,  who  air  your 
shifts,  comb  your  lap-dogs,  examine  your 
noses  with  magnifying  glasses,  in  order  to 
squeeze  out  the  worms,  clean  your  teeth- 
brushes,  sweeten  your  handkerchiefs,  and 
soften  waste  paper  for  your  occasions.  This 
fellow  Pickle  was  entertained  for  more  im- 
portant purposes  ;  his  turn  of  duty  never 
came  till  all  those  lapwings  were  gone  to 
roost ;  then  he  scaled  windov.'s,  leaped  over 
garden  walls,  and  was  let  in  by  Mrs  Betty  in 
the  dark.  Nay,  the  magistrates  of  Bath 
complimented  him  with  the  freedom  of  the 
corporation,  merely  because,  through  his 
means,  the  waters  had  gained  extraordinary 
credit ;  for  every  female  of  a  tolerable  a;)- 
pcarance,  that  went  thither  on  account  of 
her  sterility,  got  the  better  of  her  complaint 
during  her  residence  at  Bath  :  and  now  the 
fellow  thinks  no  woman  can  withstand  his 
addresses.  He  had  not  been  here  three  mi- 
nutes, when  I  could  perceive,  with  half  an 
eye,  that  he  had  marked  out  your  grace  for 
a  conquest — I  mean  in  an  honourable  way 
though  the  rascal  has  impudence  enough  to 
attempt  any  thing."  So  sayi.ng,  he  fixed  hi^ 
eyes  upon  the  duchess,  who  (while  her  fac*,«- 
glowed  with  indignation),  turning  to  hereon, 
fidant,  expressed  herself  in  these  words :- 
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"  Upon  my  life  !  I  believe  there  is  actually 
eome  truth  in  what  this  old  ruffian  says  ;  I 
have  myself  ohsorved  that  young  fellow 
eyeing  me  with  a  very  particular  stare."  "  It 
is  not  to  be  at  all  wondered  at,"  said  her 
friend,  "that  a  youth  of  his  complexion 
should  be  sensible  to  the  charms  of  your 
grace !  but  I  dare  say  he  would  not  presume 
to  entertain  any  but  the  most  honourable  and 
respectfid  sentiments."  "  Respectful  sen- 
timents!" cried  my  lady,  with  a  look  of  in- 
effable disdain,  "  If  I  thought  the  fellow  had 
assurance  enough  to  think  of  me  in  any 
shape,  I  ]n-otcst  I  would  forbid  him  my  house. 
Upon  my  lionour,  such  instances  of  audacity 
should  induce  persons  of  quality  to  keep  your 
small  gentry  at  a  greater  distance  ;  for  they 
are  very  apt  to  grow  impudent,  tipon  the 
least  countenance  or  encouragement." 

Cadwallader,  satisfied  with  this  declaration, 
changed  the  subject  of  discourse,  and  next 
day  communicated  his  discovery  to  his  friend 
Pickle,  who  upon  this  occasion  felt  the  most 
stinging  sensations  of  mortified  pride,  and 
resolved  to  quit  his  prospect  with  a  good 
grace.  Nor  did  the  execution  of  this  self- 
denying  scheme  cost  him  one  moment's  un- 
easiness ;  for  his  heart  had  never  been  inter- 
ested in  tiie  pursuit,  and  his  vanity  triumph- 
ed in  the  thouglits  of  manifesting  his  indif- 
ference. Accordingly,  the  very  next  time  he 
visited  her  grace,  his  behaviour  was  re- 
markably frank,  sprightly,  and  disengaged ; 
and  the  subject  of  love  being  artfully  intro- 
duced by  the  widow,  who  had  been  directed 
to  Bound  his  inclinations,  he  rallied  the  pas- 
si  an  with  groat  ease  and  severity,  and  made 
no  scruple  of  declaring  himself  heart-whole. 

Though  the  duchess  had  resented  his  sup- 
posed affection,  she  was  now  offended  at  his 
insensibility,  and  even  signified  her  disgust, 
Dy  observing,  that  perhaps  his  attention  to 
ins  own  qualifications  screened  him  from  the 
Impression  of  all  other  objects. 

Whiie  he  enjoyed  this  sarcasm,  the  mean- 
ing of  which  he  could  plainly  discern,  the 
company  was  joined  by  a  certain  virtuoso, 
who  had  gained  free  access  to  all  the  great 
families  of  the  land,  by  his  notable  talent  of 
gossiping  and  buffoonery.  He  was  now  in 
the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age  ;  his  birth 
was  so  obscure,  that  he  scarce  knew  his  fa- 
ther's name ;  his  education  suitable  to  the 
dignity  of  his  descent ;  his  character  publicly 
branded  with  homicide,  profligacy,  and  breach 
of  trust ;  yet  this  man,  by  the  happy  in- 
heritance of  impregnable  effrontery,  and  a 
.ucky  prostitution  of  all  principle  in  rendering 
himself  subservient  to  the  appetites  of  the 
great,  luid  attained  to  an  independency  of 
fortune,  as  well  as  to  such  a  particular  share 
of  favour  among  the  quality,  that,  nltlwaugh 
he  was  well  known  to  have  pimped  for  three 
generations  of  the  nobility,  there  was  not  a 
lady  of  fashion  in  tlie  kingdom  who  scrupled 
o  admit  him    o   -ler  *oilctte,  or  even  to  be 


squired  by  him  in  any  place  of  public  enter 
tainment.  Not  but  that  this  sage  was  oc- 
casionally useful  to  his  fellow-creatures,  by 
these  connexions  with  people  of  fortune  ;  for 
he  often  undertook  to  solicit  charity  in  behalf 
of  distressed  objects,  with  a  view  of  em- 
bezzling  one  half  of  the  benefactions.  It 
was  an  errand  of  this  kind  that  now  brought 
him  to  the  house  of  her  grace. 

After  having  sat  a  few  minutes,  he  told 
the  company  that  he  would  favour  them  with 
a  very  proper  opportunity  to  extend  their 
benevolence,  for  the  relief  of  a  poor  gentle- 
woman, who  was  reduced  to  the  most  abject 
misery  by  the  death  of  her  husband,  and  just 
delivered  of  a  couple  of  fine  boys.  They, 
moreover,  understood  from  his  information, 
that  this  object  was  the  daugiiter  of  a  good 
flimily,  vviio  had  renounced  her  in  conse- 
quence of  her  marrying  an  ensign  without  a 
fortune,  and  even  obstructed  his  promotion 
with  all  their  influence  and  power;  a  circum- 
stance of  barbarity  which  had  made  such  an 
impression  upon  his  mind,  as  disordered  his 
brain,  and  drove  him  to  despair,  in  a  fit  of 
which  he  had  made  away  with  himself, 
leavmg  his  wife,  then  big  with  child,  to  all 
the  horrors  of  indigence  and  grief. 

Various  were  the  criticisms  on  this  pathetic 
picture,  which  the  old  man  drew  with  great 
expression.  My  lady  duchess  concluded, 
that  she  must  be  a  creature  void  of  all  feeling 
and  reflection,  who  could  survive  such  ag- 
gravated  misery  ;  therefore,  did  not  deserve 
to  be  relieved,  except  in  the  character  of  a 
common  beggar  ;  and  was  generous  enough 
to  offer  a  recommendation,  by  which  she 
would  be  admitted  into  an  infirmary,  to  which 
her  grace  was  a  subscriber  ;  at  the  same  time 
advising  the  solicitor  to  send  the  twins  to  the 
Foundling-hospital,  where  they  would  be 
carefully  nursed  and  brought  up,  so  as  to  be- 
come useful  members  to  the  commonwealth. 
Another  lady,  with  all  due  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  the  duchess,  was  free  enough  to 
blame  the  generosity  of  her  grace,  which 
would  only  serve  to  encourage  children  in 
disobedjence  to  their  parents,  and  might  be 
the  means  not  only  of  prolonging  the  distress 
of  the  wretched  creature,  but  also  of  ruining 
the  constitution  of  some  young  heir,  perhaps 
the  hope  of  a  great  family  I  for  she  did  sup. 
pose  that  madam,  when  her  month  should  be 
up,  and  her  brats  disposed  of,  would  spread 
her  attractions  to  the  public  (provided 
she  could  profit  by  her  person),  and,  in  the 
usual  way,  make  a  regular  progress  from  St 
James's  to  Drurylane.  She  apprehended,  for 
these  reasons,  that  their  compassion  would 
be  most  eftectually  shown  in  leaving  her  to 
perish  in  her  present  necessity ;  and  that 
the  old  gentleman  would  be  unpardonable, 
should  he  persist  in  his  endeavours  to  relieve" 
her.  A  third  member  of  this  tender-hearted 
society,  after  having  asked  if  the  young  wo 
man  was  handsome   and  being  answered  in 
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.he  negative,  allowed  that  there  was  a.  great 
deal  of  reason  in  what  had  been  said  by  the 
honourable  person  who  had  spoke  last;  nev- 
ertiicless,  she  lunnbly  conceived  her  sentence 
would  admit  of  some  mitigation.  "  I^et  the 
bantlings,"  said  she,  "  be  sent  to  the  hospital, 
uccording  to  the  advice  of  her  grace,  and  a 
small  collection  be  made  for  the  present  sup- 
port of  tiie  niotlier;  and.  when  her  health  is 
recovered,  I  will  take  her  into  my  family,  in 
quality  of  an  upper  servant,  or  medium  be- 
tv.-een  me  and  my  woman;  for,  upon  my  life! 
I  can't  endure  to  chide  or  give  directions  to 
a  creature,  who  is,  in  point  of  birth  and  edu- 
cation, but  one  degree  above  the  vulgar." 

This  i)roposal  met  with  universal  appro- 
bation. Tiie  duchess  (to  her  immortal  ho- 
nour) began  the  contribution  with  a  crown; 
so  that  the  rest  of  the  company  were  obliged 
to  restrict  their  liberality  to  half  the  sum, 
that  her  grace  might  not  be  alFronted ;  and 
the  proposer  demanding  the  poor  woman's 
name  and  place  of  abode,  the  old  mediator 
could  not  help  giving  her  ladvship  a  verbal 
direction,  though  he  was  extremely  mortified 
(on  more  accounts  than  one)  to  find  such  an 
issue  to  his  solicitation. 

Peregi"ine,  who,  "  though  Iiumorous  as 
winter,  had  a  tear  for  J)ity,  and  a  hand  open 
ns  day  for  melting  charity,"  was  sliocked  at 
r.he  nature  and  result  of  this  ungenerous  con- 
sultation. He  contributed  his  half-crown, 
fiowevcr;  and,  retiring  from  the  company, 
'jctook  himself  to  the  lodgings  of  the  forlorn 
jady  in  the  straw,  according  to  the  direction 
tie  had  heard.  Upon  inquiry,  ho  understood 
that  she  was  then  visited  by  some  charitable 
Bfentlewoman,  who  had  sent  for  a  nurse,  and 
waited  the  return  of  the  messenger  ;  and  he 
sent  up  his  respects,  desiring  he  might  be 
permitted  to  see  her,  on  pretence  of  having 
been  intimate  with  her  late  husband. 

Though  the  poor  woman  had  never  heard 
of  his  name,  she  did  not  think  proper  to  deny 
iiis  request;  and  he  was  conducted  to  a 
paltry  chamber  in  the  third  story,  where  he 
found  this  unhappy  widow  sitting  upon  a 
Uuckle-bed,  and  suckling  one  of  her  infants, 
u'ith  the  most  piteous  expression  of  anguish 
m  her  features,  which  were  naturally  regular 
isnd  sweet,  while  the  other  was  fondled  on 
the  knee  of  a  person,  whose  attention  was  so 
much  engrossed  by  her  little  charge,  that  for 
Uie  present  she  could  mind  nothing  else: 
and  it  was  not  till  aftor  the  first  compliments 
passed  betwixt  the  hapless  mother  and  our 
adventurer,  that  he  perceived  the  stranger's 
countenance,  which  inspired  him  with  the 
highest  esteem  and  admiration.  He  beheld 
all  the  graces  of  elegance  and  beauty,  breath- 
ing sentmieut  and  beneficence,  and  softened 
into  the  most  enchanting  tenderness  of 
weeping  sympathy.  When  he  declared  the 
cause  of  his  visit,  which  was  no  other  than 
the  desire  of  befriending  the  distressed  lady, 
to  whom  7e  presented  a  bank-note  for  twenty 
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pounds,  he  was  favoured  with  such  a  look  of 
complacency  by  this  amiable  phantom,  who 
might  have  been  justly  taken  for  an  angel 
ministering  to  the  necessities  of  mortals, 
that  his  whole  soul  was  transnorted  with  love 
and  veneration.  IS'or  was  this  j)reposscssion 
diminished  by  the  information  of  the  widow, 
who,  niter  having  manifested  her  gratitudo 
in  a  fiood  of  tears,  told  him,  that  the  un- 
knov.n  object  of  his  esteem  was  a  person  o! 
honour,  who,  having  heard  by  accident  ol 
her  deplorable  situation,  had  immediately 
obeyed  tli»  dictates  of  her  humanity,  and 
come  in  person  to  relieve  her  distress  ;  that 
she  had  not  only  generously  su])plied  her 
with  money  for  present  sustenance,  but  also 
undertaken  to  provide  a  nurse  for  her  babce, 
and  even  prom.iscd  to  favour  her  with  pro- 
tection, should  slie  survive  her  present  me- 
lancholy situation.  To  these  articles  of  in- 
telligence she  added,  that  the  name  of  her 

benefactress  was  the  celebrated  Lady , 

to  whose  character  the  youth  was  no  stranger, 
though  he  had  never  seen  her  person  before. 
The  killing  edge  of  her  charms  was  a  little 
blunted  by  the  accidents  of  time  and  fortune; 
but  no  man  of  taste  and  imagination,  whose 
nerves  were  not  quite  chilled  with  the  frost 
of  age,  could,  even  at  that  time,  look  upon 
her  with  impunity.  And  as  Peregrine  saw 
her  attractions  heightened  by  the  tender  of- 
fice in  which  she  was  engaged,  he  was 
smitten  with  her  beauty,  and  so  ravished 
with  her  compassion,  that  he  could  not  sup- 
press his  emotions,  but  applauded  lier  bene- 
volence with  all  the  warmth  of  enthusiasm. 

Her  ladyship  received  his  compliments 
with  great  politeness  and  affability.  And  the 
occasion  on  which  they  met  being  equally 
interesting  to  both,  an  acquaintance  com- 
menced between  them,  and  they  concerted 
measures  for  tiie  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
her  two  children,  one  of  whom  our  hero  be- 
spoke for  his  own  godson  ;  for  Pickle  was 
not  so  obscure  in  tlie  beau  monde,  but  that 
his  fame  had  reached  the  ears  of  this  lady, 
who,  therefore,  did  not  discourage  his  ad- 
vances tovv'ards  her  friendship  and  esteem. 

All  the  particulars  relating  to  their  charge 
being  adjusted,  he  attended  her  ladyship  to 
her  own  house  ;  and,  bj'  her  conversation, 
had  the  pleasure  of  finding  her  nnderstandinjj 
suitable  to  her  other  accomplishments.  Nor 
had  she  any  reason  to  think  that  our  hero's 
qualifications  had  been  exaggerated  by  com- 
mon report. 

One  of  their  adopted  children  died  before 
it  was  baptized ;  so  that  their  care  con- 
centered in  the  other,  for  whom  they  stood 
sponsors.  Understanding  that  the  old  agent 
was  become  troublesome  in  his  visits  to  the 
mother,  to  whom  he  now  began  to  adininistoi 
such  counsel  as  shocked  the  delicacy  of  her 
virtue,  they  removed  her  into  another  lodging, 
where  she  would  not  he  exposed  to  liis  ma- 
chinations.     In  less  than  a  month,  our  liero 
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learned  from  a  iiobletnan  of  liis  acquaintance, 
that  the  hoary  pander  had  actually  engaged 
to  procure  for  liim  this  poor  afflicted  gentle- 
•■voman-  and  being  fnistrated  in  his  intention, 
3ubstit-;ed  in  her  room  a  nymph  from  the 
purlieus  of  Covent-garden,  "that  made  Jiis 
lordship  smart  severely  for  tlie  favours  she 
bestowed. 

Meanwhile,  Peregrine  cultivated  his  new 
acquaintance  with  all  his  art  and  assiduity, 
presuming,  from  the  circumstances  of  her  re- 
putation and  fate,  as  well  as  on  the  strength 
of  his  own  merit,  that,  in  time,  he  should  be 
able  to  indulge  tiiat  passion  which  had  begun 
to  glow  within  his  breast. 

As  her  ladyship  had  undergone  a  vast  va- 
riety of  fortune  and  adventure,  which  he  had 
heard  indistinctly  related,  with  numberless 
errors  and  misrepresentations,  be  was  no 
sooner  entitled,  by  the  familiarity  of  com- 
munication, to  ask  such  a  favour,  tlian  he 
earnestly  entreated  her  to  entertain  him  with 
the  particulars  of  her  story;  and  by  dint  of 
importunity,  she  was  at  length  prevailed 
upon  (in  a  select  party)  to  gratify  his  curios- 
ity, by  the  account  given  in  the  following 
chapter. 


CHAPTER  LXXXL 

Tks  Memmrs  of  a  Lady  of  Quality. 

Wy  the  circumstances  of  the  story  which 
I  an  going  to  relate,  you  will  be  convinced 
of  my  candour,  while  you  are  informed  of 
my  indiscretion:  you  will  be  enabled,  I  hope, 
to  perceive,  that,  howsoever  my  head  may 
have  erred,  my  heart  hath  always  been  un- 
carrupted,  and  that  I  have  been  unhappy, 
because  I  loved,  and  was  a  woman. 

I  believe  I  need  not  observe,  that  I  v/as  the 
only  child  of  a  man  of  good  fortune,  who  in- 
dulged me,  in  my  infancy,  with  all  the  ten- 
derness of  paternal  affection ;  and,  when  I 
wns  six  years  old,  sent  me  to  a  private 
school,  where  I  staid  till  my  age  was  doubled, 
and  became  such  a  favourite,  that  I  was  (even 
in  those  early  days)  carried  to  all  the  places 
of  public  diversion,  the  court  itself  not  ex- 
cepted ;  an  indulgence  that  flattered  my  love 
of  pleasure,  to  which  I  was  naturally  addict- 
ed, and  encouraged  those  ideas  of  vanity  and 
ambition,  which  spring  up  so  early  in  the  hu- 
man mind. 

I  was  lively  and  good  natured,  my  imagi- 
i/ation  apt  to  run  riot,  my  heart  liberal  and 
disinteiestcd,  though  I  was  bo  obstinately 
attached  to  my  own  opinions,  that  I  coidd 
not  well  brook  contradiction ;  and,  in  the 
whole  of  my  disposition,  resembled  that  of 
tfenry  V.  as  described  by  Shakspeare. 

In  mv  thirteenth  year  I  went  to  Bath,  where 

was  first  introduced  into  the  world  as  a 
»iroman,  having  been  entitled  to  that  privi- 
Cge  by  mv  person,  which  was  remarkably 


tall  for  my  years ;  and  there  my  fancy  waj- 
quite  captivated  by  the  variety  of  diversion* 
in  which  I  was  continually  engaged:  not  that 
the  parties  were  altogether  new  to  me,  but 
because  I  now  found  myself  considered  as  a 
person  of  consequence,  and  surrounded  by  a 
crowd  of  admirers,  who  courted  my  acquaint- 
ance, and  fed  my  vanity  with  praise  and 
adulation.  Li  short,  whether  or  not  I  de- 
served their  encomiums,  I  leave  the  world  to 
judge ;  but  my  person  was  commended,  and 
my  talent  in  dancing  met  v.-ith  universal 
applause.  No  wonder,  then,  that  every  tiling 
appeared  joyous  to  a  young  creature,  v.'lio 
was  so  void  of  experience  and  dissimulation, 
that  she  believed  every  body's  heart  as  sincere 
as  her  own,  and  every  object  sucli  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be. 

Among  the  swains  who  sighed,  or  pre- 
tended to  sigh,  for  mG>  were  two  that  bore  a 
pretty  equal  share  of  my  favour  (it  was  too 
superficial  to  deserve  the  name  of  love). 
One  of  these  was  a  forward  youth  of  sixteen, 
extremely  handsome,  lively  and  impudent: 
he  attended  in  quality  of  a  page  upon  the 
Princess  Amelia,  who  spent  that  season  at 
Bath.  The  other  was  a  Scots  nobleman 
turned  of  thirty,  who  was  graced  with  a  red 
ribbon,  and  danced  particularly  well,  two 
qualifications  of  great  weight  with  a  girl  of 
my  age,  whose  heart  was  not  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  cause.  Nevertheless,  the  page 
prevailed  over  this  formidable  rival ;  thougli 
our  amour  went  no  farther  than  a  little  flirt- 
ing, and  ceased  entirely  when  1  left  the 
place. 

Next  year,  however,  I  revisited  this  agree- 
able scene,  and  passed  my  time  in  the  same 
circle  of  amusements  ;  in  which,  indeed,  each 
season  at  Bath  is  exactly  resembled  by  that 
which  succeeds,  allowing  for  the  difference  of 
company,  which  is  continually  varying. 
There  I  met  with  the  same  incense,  and 
again  had  my  favourite,  who  was  a  North 
Briton,  and  captain  of  foot,  near  forty  years 
of  age,  and  a  little  lame,  an  impediment  which 
I  did  not  discover,  until  it  was  pointed  out 
by  some  of  my  companions,  who  rallied 
me  upon  my  choice.  He  was  always  cheer- 
ful, and  very  amorous,  had  a  good  counte- 
nance, and  an  excellent  understanding,  pos- 
sessed a  great  deal  of  art,  and  would  have 
persuaded  me  to  marry  him,  had  I  not  been 
restrained  by  the  authority  of  my  father, 
whose  consent  was  not  to  be  obtained  in  fa- 
vour  of  a  man  of  his  fortune. 

At  the  same  time  many  proposals  of  mar- 
riage were  made  to  my  parents ;  but  as  they 
came  from  people  whom  1  did  not  like,  I  re- 
jected them  all,  being  determined  to  refuse 
every  man  who  did  not  make  his  addresses 
to  myself  in  person,  because  I  had  no  notion 
of  marrying  for  any  thing  but  love. 

Among  these  formal  proposers  was  a  Scot- 
tish earl,  wliose  pretensions  were  broke  off 
by  some  diffs;rence  about  settlements;  anrf 
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the  6on  of  an  English  baron,  witli  whom  my 
fatlier  was  in  treaty,  wlien  he  carried  me  to 
town  on  a  visit  to  a  young  lady,  with  whom 
[  liad  been  intimate  from  my  infancy.  Siie 
was  just  delivered  of  her  first  son,  for  whc«n 
*'c  stood  sponsors  :  so  that  this  occasion  do- 
ained  us  a  whole  month,  during  wiiicli  I 
went  to  a  ball  at  court,  on  the  qiieen's  birth- 
day, and  there,  for  tlie  first  time,  tblt  what 
love  and  beauty  were. 

The  second  son  of  duke  II ,  who  had 

just  returned  from  his  travels,  was  dancing 
with  the  princess  royal,  when  a  young  lady 
came  and  desired  me  to  go  and  ^ee  a  stran- 
ger whom  all  the  world  admired:  upon  which 
I  followed  her  into  tiie  circle,  and  observed 
this  object  of  admiration.  He  was  dressed  in 
!i  coat  of  white  cloth,  faced  with  blue  satin, 
embroidered  with  silver,  of  the  same  piece 
with  his  waistcoat;  his  fine  hair  hung  down 
nis  back  in  ringlets  below  iiis  waist;  his  hat 
was  laced  with  silver,  and  garnished  with  a 
white  feather;  but  his  person  beggared  all 
description.  lie  was  tall  and  graceful,  nei- 
ther corpulent  nor  meagre,  his  limbs  finely 
proportioned,  his  countenance;  open  and  ma- 
jestic, his  eyes  full  of  sweetness  and  vivacity, 
his  teeth  regular,  and  his  pouting  lips  of  the 
comple.xion  of  tlie  damask  rose.  In  short, 
he  was  formed  for  love,  and  inspired  it  where- 
ever  he  appeared,  nor  was  he  a  niggard  of  his 
talents,  but  liberally  returned  it ;  at  least  what 
passed  for  such  :  tor  he  had  a  flow  of  gal- 
lantry, for  w^hich  many  ladies  of  this  land 
can  vouch,  from  their  own  experience  ;  but 
IiC  exclaimed  against  marriage,  because  he 
hrA,  as  yet,  met  witii  no  woman  to  whose 
charms  he  would  surrender  his  liberty,  though 
a  princess  of  France,  and  lady  of  the  same 

rank  in ,  were  said  to  be,  at  that  time, 

enamoured  of  his  person. 

I  v/ent  home,  totally  engrossed  by  his  idea, 
nattering  myself,  that  he  had  observed  me 
v.ith  some  attention:  for  I  was  young  and 
/lOW,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  attract  the 
notice  and  approbation  of  the  queen  herself. 

Next  day,  being  at  the  opera,  I  was  agreea- 
bly surprised  witii  the  appearance  of  this 
amiable  stranger,  who  no  sooner  saw  me 
enter,  than  he  approached  so  near  to  the 
place  where  I  sat,  that  I  overiieard  what  he 
said  to  his  companions  ;  and  was  so  happy 
as  to  find  myself  the  object  of  his  discourse, 
v,-hich  abounded  with  rapturous  expressions 
of  love  and  admiration. 

I  could  not  listen  to  these  transports  with- 
out emotion ;  my  colour  changed,  my  heart 
throbbed  with  unusal  violence,  and  my  eyes 
betrayed  my  inclination  in  sundry  favourable 
glance!!,  wiiich  he  seemed  to  interpret  aright, 
though  he  could  not  then  avail  himself  of 
hi.s  success,  so  far  as  to  communicate  his 
sentiments  by  speech,  because  we  were 
strangers  to  each  other. 

I  passed  thali  night  in  the  most  anxious 
suspense,  and  several  days  el  i[:scd  before  I 


saw  him  again.  At  length,  how(.'ver,  beinj/ 
at  court  on  a  ball-night,  and  determined 
against  dancing,  I  perceived  him  among  tlio 
crowd,  and,  to  my  unspeakable  joy,  saw  iinn 
advance  with  my  Lord  1* ,  who  intro- 
duced him  to  my  acquaintance.  lie  soon 
*<)und  means  to  alter  my  resolution,  and 
condescended  to  be  Jiis  partner  all  the  even 
ing;  during  which  he  declared  his  passion  in 
the  most  tender  and  persuasive  terms  that 
real  love  could  dictate,  or  fruitful  imagination 
invent. 

I  believed  his  protestations,  because  I 
wished  them  true,  and  was  an  inexperienced 
girl  of  fifteen.  I  complied  witii  his  earnest 
request  of  being  permitted  to  visit  me,  and 
even  invited  him  to  breakfast  next  morning; 
so  that  you  may  imagine  (I  speak  to  those 
that  feel)  I  did  not,  tiiat  night,  enjoy  much 
repose.  Such  was  the  hurry  and  flutter  of 
my  spirits,  that  I  rose  at  six  to  receive  hi;:! 
at  ten.  I  dressed  myself  in  a  new  pink  satin 
gown  and  my  best  laced  night  clothes,  and 
was  so  animated  by  the  occasion,  that  if  ever 
I  deserved  a  compliment  upon  my  looks,  it 
was  my  due  at  this  meeting. 

The  wishcd-for  moment  came  that  brought 
my  lover  to  my  view  :  I  was  overwhelmed 
with  joy,  modesty,  and  fear  of  I  knew  not 
what.  We  sat  down  to  breakfast,  but  dii? 
not  eat.  He  renewed  his  addresses  witii  ir 
resistible  eloquence,  and  pressed  me  to  ac 
cept  of  his  hand  without  farther  hesitation 
but  to  such  a  precipitate  step  I  objected,  as  a 
measure  repugnant  to  decency,  as  well  as  ta 
that  duty  which  I  owed  to  my  father,  whom  1 
tenderly  loved. 

Though  I  withstood  this  premature  pro- 
posal, I  did  not  attempt  to  disguise  the  si- 
tuation of  my  thoughts;  and  thus  commenced 
a  tender  correspondence,  which  was  main- 
tained by  letters  while  I  remained  in  the 
country,  and  carried  on  (when  I  wa-s  in  town) 
by  private  interviews,  twice  or  thrice  a-week, 
at  the  house  of  my  milliner,  where  such  en- 
dearments passed  as  refined  and  happy  lovers 
know,  and  others  can  only  guess.  Truth 
and  innocence  prevailed  on  my  side,  while 
his  heart  was  fraught  with  sincerity  and  love. 
Such  frequent  intercourse  created  an  inti- 
macy which  I  l)egan  to  think  dangerous,  and 
therefore  yielded  to  his  repeated  desire  that 
we  might  be  united  for  ever ;  nay,  I  resolved 
to  avoid  him,  until  the  day  shotdd  be  fixed, 
and  very  innocently,  though  not  very  wisely, 
told  him  my  reason  for  this  deterniinntion, 
which  was  no  other  than  a  consciousness  of 
my  incapacity  to  refuse  him  any  thing  he 
should  demand  as  a  testimony  of  my  love. 

The  time  was  accordingly  appointed,  attne 
distance  of  a  few  days,  during  which  I  in- 
tended to  have  implored  my  father's  consent, 
though  I  had  but  faint  hope's  of  obtaining  it; 
but  he  was  by  some  means  or  other  appriseu 
of  our  design,  before  I  could  prevail  upon 
myself  to  make  liini  acquainted  with  our  uur 
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pose.  I  had  danced  with  my  lover  at  the 
fidotto  en  the  preceding  evening,  and  there 
perhaps  our  eyes  betrayed  us.  Certain  it  is, 
several  of  Lord  W — m's  relations,  who  dis- 
approved of  the  match,  came  up  and  rallied 
him  on  his  passion;  Lord  S k,  in  parti- 
cular, used  this  remarkable  expression, — 
•'nepjiew,  as  much  love  as  you  please,  but 
no  matrimony." 

Next  day,  the  priest  being  prepared,  and 
tiie  bridegroom  waiting  for  me  at  the  ap- 
pointed place,  in  all  the  transports  of  im- 
patient expectation,  I  was,  without  any  pre- 
vious warning,  carried  into  the  country  by 
my  father,  who  took  no  notice  of  the  intel- 
ligence he  had  received,  but  decoyed  me  into 
the  coach  on  pretence  of  taking  the  air;  and 
when  we  hatl  proceeded  as  far  as  Turnham- 
green,  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  would 
dine  in  that  place. 

There  was  no  remedy:  I  was  obliged  to 
bear  my  disappointment,  though  with  an 
aching  heart,  and  followed  him  up  stairs  into 
an  apartment,  where  he  told  me  he  was  mi- 
nutely informed  of  my  matrimonial  scheme. 
I  did  not  attempt  to  disguise  the  truth,  but 
assured  him,  while  the  tears  gushed  from  my 
eyes,  that  my  want  of  courage  alone  had 
Iii)ulered  me  from  making  him  privy  to  my 
passion  ;  though  I  owned,  I  should  have  mar- 
ried Lord  W — m,  even  though  he  had  dis- 
approved of  my  choice.  I  reminded  him  of 
the  uneasy  life  I  led  at  home,  and  frankly 
acknowledged  that  I  loved  my  admirer  too 
well  to  live  witliout  him  ;  though,  if  lie  would 
favour  me  v/ith  his  consent,  I  would  defer 
my  intention,  and  punctually  observe  any 
day  he  would  fix  for  our  nuptials.  Mean- 
while I  begged  he  would  permit  me  to  send 
a  message  to  Lord  W — m,  who  was  waiting 
in  expectation  of  my  coming,  and  might 
(without  such  notice)  imagine  I  was  playing 
the  jilt.  He  granted  this  last  request ;  in 
consequence  of  which  I  sent  a  letter  to  my 
'over,  who,  when  he  received  it,  had  almost 
fainted  away,  believing  I  should  be  locked  up 
in  the  country,  and  snatched  for  ever  from 
ids  arms.  Tortured  with  these  apprehen- 
sions, he  changed  clothes  immediately,  and, 
taking  h.orse,  resolved  to  follow  me  whither- 
soever we  should  go. 

After  dinner,  we  proceeded  as  far  as  Brent- 
ford, where  we  lay,  intending  to  be  at  my 
lather's  country-house  next  niglit ;  and  my 
admirer,  putting  up  at  the  same  inn,  practis- 
ed every  expedient  his  invention  could  sug- 
gest to  procure  an  interview;  but  all  his  en- 
deavours were  unsuccessful,  because  I,  who 
little  dreamed  of  his  being  so  near,  had  gone 
to  bed  upon  our  first  arrival,  overwhelmed 
with  affliction  and  tears. 

In  the  morning  I  tlirew  myself  at  my  fli- 
iher's  feet,  and  conjured  him,  by  all  the  ties 
of  paternal  affection,  to  indulge  me  with  an 
(ipportunity  of  seeing  my  admirer  once  more, 
lio.fore  I  siiould  be  conveyed  from  his  wislies. 


The  melancholy  condition  in  which  I  pre 
ferred  this  supplication,  melted  the  tender 
heart  of  my  parent,  who  yielded  to  my  sup- 
plications, and  carried  me  back  to  town  tor 
that  ])urpose. 

Lord  W — m,  v/ho  had  watched  our  mo. 
tions,  and  arrived  at  ];i.s  own  lodgings  before 
we  arrived  at  my  father's  house,  obeyed  my 
summons  on  the  instant,  and  appeared  before 
me  like  an  angel.  Our  faculties  were  for 
some  minutes  suspended  by  a  conflict  of 
grief  and  joy.  At  length  I  recovered  tlie  use 
of  speech,  and  gave  him  to  understand,  that 
I  was  come  to  town  in  order  to  take  my 
leave  of  hini,  by  the  permission  of  my  father, 
whom  I  had  promised  to  attend  into  the 
country  next  day,  before  he  would  consent 
to  my  return  ;  the  chief  cause  and  pretence 
of  which  was  my  earnest  desire  to  convince 
him,  that  I  was  not  to  blame  for  the  dis- 
appointment  he  had  suffered,  and  that  I 
should  see  him  again  in  a  month,  when  the 
nuptial  knot  should  be  tied  in  spite  of  all  op- 
position. 

My  lover,  who  was  better  acquainted  with 
the  world,  had 'well  nigh  run  distracted  with 
this  information.  He  swore  he  would  not 
leave  me,  until  I  should  promise  to  meet  and 
marry  him  next  day;  or,  if  I  refused  to  grant 
that  request,  he  would  immediately  leave  the 
kingdom,  to  which  he  would  never  more  re- 
turn; and,  before  his  departure,  sacrifice  Lord 

H B ,  son  to  the  duke  of  S.  A 

who  was  the  only  person  upon  earth-  who 
could  have  betrayed  us  to  my  father,  because 
he  alone  was  trusted  with  the  secret  of  our 
intended  marriage,  and  had  actually  under- 
taken to  give  me  away ;  an  office  which  he 
afterwards  declined.  Lord  W — m  also  af- 
firmed, that  my  father  decoyed  me  into  the 
country,  with  a  view  of  cooping  me  up,  and 
sequestering  me  entirely  from  his  view  and 
correspondence. 

In  vain  I  pleaded  my  father's  well-known 
tenderness,  and  used  all  the  arguments  I 
could  recollect  to  divert  himfrom  his  revenge 
upon  Lord  H — .  He  was  deaf  to  all  my  re- 
presentations, and  nothing,  I  found,  would 
prevail  upon  him  to  suppress  his  resentment 
but  a  positive  promise  to  comply  with  hi 
former  desire.  I  told  him  I  would  hazard 
every  thing  to  make  him  happy ;  but  could 
not  with  any  regard  to  my  duty,  take  such  a 
step  without  the  knowledge  of  my  parent : 
or,  if  I  were  so  inclined,  it  would  be  im- 
practicable to  elude  his  vigilance  and  sus- 
picion. However,  he  employed  such  pathetic 
remonstrances,  and  retained  such  a  powerfu. 
advocate  within  my  own  breast,  that,  before 
we  ])arted,  I  assured  liim,  my  whole  power 
should  be  exerted  for  his  satisfaction  ;  and 
he  signified  his  resolution  of  sitting  up  all 
night,  in  expectation  of  seeing  me  at  his 
lodcrings. 

He  had  no  sooner  retired,  than  I  went 
into  the  next  room,  and  desired  my  father  t« 
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iix  a  day  for  the  marriage;  in  wliicli  case, 
I  would  cheerfully  wait  upon  liini  into  the 
countrj' ;  whereas,  should  he  deny  my  re- 
quest, on  pretence  of  staying  for  the  consent 
of  uiy  mother's  relations,  which  was  very 
uncertain,  I  would  seize  tlie  lirst  opportunity 
of  marrying  Lord  W — m,  cost  what  it  would. 
He  consented  to  the  match,  but  would  not 
appoint  a  day  for  the  ceremony,  which  he 
proposed  to  defer  until  all  parties  should  be 
igrecd  ;  and  such  a  tiivourablc  crisis  I  feared 
would  never  happen. 

I  therefore  resolved  within  myself  to  gra- 
tify my  lover's  expectation,  by  eloping,  if 
possible,  that  very  night ;  though  the  exe- 
cution of  this  plan  was  extremely  difficult, 
because  my  father  was  upon  tiic  alarm,  and 
my  own  maid,  wiio  was  my  bedfellow,  alto- 
gether in  his  interest.  Notwithstanding  these 
considerations,  I  found  means  to  engage  one 
of  the  house-maids  in  my  behalf,  who  be- 
spoke a  hackney-coach,  to  be  kept  in  wait- 
ing all  night;  and  to  bed  I  went  with  my 
Abigail,  whom  (as  I  had  not  closed  an  eye) 
I  waked  about  five  in  the  morning,  and  sent 
to  pack  up  some  things  for  our  intended 
iourney. 

While  she  was  thus  employed,  I  got  up, 
and  huddled  on  my  clothes,  standing  upon 
my  pillow,  lest  my  father,  who  lay  in  the 
chamber  below,  should  hear  me  afoot,  and 
suspect  my  design. 

Having  dressed  myself  with  gi-eat  despatch 
and  disorder,  I  flounced  dowirstairs,  stalking 
as  heavily  as  1  could  tread,  that  he  migiit 
mistake  me  for  one  of  the  servants  ;  and  my 
confederate  opening  the  door,  I  sallied  out 
into  the  street,  though  I  knew  not  which 
way  to  turn  ;  and  to  my  unspeakable  morti- 
fication, neither  coach  nor  chair  appeared. 

Having  travelled  on  foot  a  good  w?y,  in 
hope  of  finding  a  convenience,  and  being  not 
only  disappointed  in  that  particular,  but  also 
bewildered  in  my  peregrination,  I  began  to 
be  exceedingly  alarmed  with  the  apprehension 
of  being  met  by  some  person  who  might 
know  me  ;  because,  in  that  case,  my  design 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  discovered, 
from  every  circumstance  of  my  appearance 
at  that  time  of  day ;  for  I  had  put  on  the 
very  clothes  whicli  I  had  pulled  off  over 
night,  so  that  my  dress  was  altogether  odd 
and  peculiar  :  my  shoes  were  very  fine,  and 
over  a  large  hoop  I  wore  a  pink  satin  quilted 
l)etticoat  trimmed  with  silver,  which  was 
partly  covered  by  a  white  dimity  night-gown, 
a  full  quarter  of  a  yard  too  short ;  my  hand- 
kerchief and  apron  were  hurried  on  without 
pinning;  my  night-cap  could  not  contain  my 
hair,  wiiich  hung  about  my  ears  in  great  dis- 
order, and  my  countenance  denoted  a  mixture 
of  hope  and  fear,  joy  and  shame. 

In  this  dilemma,  i  made  my  addresses  to 
that  honourable  meriber  of  society,  a  shoe- 
black, whom  I  earnestly  entreated  to  provide 
tae  with  a  coach  or  chair,  promising  to  re- 


ward him  liberally  for  his  trouble  :  but  he, 
having  the  misfortune  to  be  lame,  was  unable 
to  keep  up  with  my  pace  ;  so  that,  by  hi.s 
advice  anil  direction,  I  went  into  the  nrst 
public  house  I  found  open,  where  I  staid  some 
time,  in  the  utmost  consternation,  among  a 
crew  of  wretches  vvhom  I  tiioiight  proper  to 
bribe  for  their  civility,  not  williout  the  terror 
of  being  stripped.  At  lenglli,  however,  my 
messenger  returned  with  a  cliair,  of  which  J 
took  inuncdiate  possession;  and  fearing  that, 
by  this  time,  my  family  would  be  alarmed, 
and  send  directly  to  Lord  \V — ni's  lodgings, 
I  ordered  myself  to  be  carried  thither  back- 
wards,  that  so  I  might  pass  undiscovered. 

This  stratagem  succeeded  according  to  my 
wish;  I  ran  up  stairs,  in  a  state  of  trepidation, 
to  my  faithful  lover,  who  waited  for  me  with 
the  most  impatient  and  fearful  suspense.  At 
sight  of  me  his  eyes  lightened  with  trans- 
port ;  he  caught  me  in  his  arms,  as  the  ricii- 
est  present  Heaven  could  bestow  ;  gave  me 
to  understand  that  my  father  had  already 
sent  to  his  lodgings  in  quest  of  me  ;  then  ap- 
plauding my  love  and  resolution  in  the  most 
rapturous  terms,  he  ordered  a  hackney-coach 
to  be  called,  and,  that  we  miglit  run  no  risk 
of  separation,  attended  me  to  cliurcli,  where 
we  were  lawfully  joined  in  the  sight  of  Hea- 
ven. 

His  fears  were  then  all  over,  but  mine  re- 
curred with  double  aggravation  ;  I  dreaded 
the  siglit  of  my  father,  and  shared  all  the  sor- 
row  he  suffered  on  account  of  my  undutif'jl 
behaviour  ;  for  I  loved  him  with  such  piety 
of  affection,  that  I  would  have  endured  every 
other  species  of  distress,  ratiier  than  have 
given  him  the  least  uiieasiness;  but  love 
(where  he  reigns  in  full  empire)  is  altogether 
irresistible,  surmounts  every  difficulty,  and 
swallows  up  all  other  considerations.  This 
was  the  case  with  me  ;  and  now  the  irrevo- 
cable step  was  taken,  my  first  care  was  to 
avoid  his  sight.  With  this  view,  I  begged 
that  Lord  W — m  would  think  of  some  remote 
place  in  the  country,  to  which  we  might 
retire  for  the  present ;  and  he  forthwith  con- 
ducted me  to  a  house  on  Blackheath,  where 
we  were  very  civilly  recieved  by  a  laughter- 
loving  dame,  who  seemed  to  mistake  me  for 
one  of  her  own  sisterhood. 

I  no  sooner  perceived  her  opinion,  than  1 
desired  Lord  W — m  to  undeceive  her ;  upon 
which  she  was  made  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  my  situation,  and  siiowed  us  into  r. 
private  room,  where  I  called  for  pen  and 
paper,  and  wrote  an  apology  to  my  father 
for  having  acted  contrary  to  his  will  in  so 
important  a  concern. 

This  task  being  performed,  the  bridegroom 
gave  me  to  understand,  that  there  was  a 
necessity  for  our  being  bedded  immediately, 
in  order  to  render  the  marriage  binding,  lest 
my  father  should  discover  and  |)art  us  before 
consummation.  1  pleaded  hard  for  respite 
till    the   evening,  objecting  to  the  indecencv 
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of  going  to  bed  before  noon  ;  but  he  found 
neans  to  invalidate  all  my  arguments,  and 
to  convince  me  that  it  was  now  iny  duty  to 
obey.  Rather  than  hazard  the  imputation  of 
being  obstinate  and  refractory  on  the  first 
day  of  my  probation,  I  suffered  myself  to  be 
led  into  a  chamber,  which  was  darkened  by 
my  express  stipulation,  that  my  shame  and 
confusion  might  be  the  better  concealed,  and 
yielded  to  the  privilege  of  a  dear  husband, 
who  loved  me  to  adoration. 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we 
were  called  to  dinner,  which  lie  had  ordered 
to  be  ready  at  four ;  but  sucli  a  paltry  care 
had  been  forgot  amidst  the  transports  of  our 
mutual  bliss.  We  got  up,  however,  and 
when  we  came  dov/n  stairs,  I  was  ashamed 
to  see  the  light  of  day,  or  meet  tiie  eyes  of 
my  beloved  lord.  1  ate  little,  said  less,  was 
happy,  though  overwhelmed  with  confusion, 
underwent  a  thousand  agiia,tions,  some  of 
which  were  painful,  but  by  far  the  greater 
part  belonged  to  rapture  and  delight ;  we 
were  imparadised  in  the  gratification  of  our 
mutual  wishes,  and  felt  all  that  love  caV.  be- 
stow, and  sensibility  enjoy. 

In  the  tv/ilight  we  returned  to  Lord 
W — m's  lodgings  in  town,  where  I  received 
a  letter  from  my  father,  importing  that  he 
would  never  see  me  again.  But  there  was 
one  circumstance  in  his  manner  of  writing, 
from  which  I  conceived  a  happy  presage  of 
his  future  indulgence.  He  had  begun  with 
his  usual  appellation  of  Dear  Fanny,  which 
though  it  was  expunged  to  make  way  for 
the  word  Madam,  encouraged  me  to  hope 
that  his  paternal  fondness  was  not  yet  extin- 
guished. 

At  supper  we  were  visited  by  Lord  W — m's 
younger  sister,  who  laughed  at  us  for  our 
inconsiderate  match,  though  she  owned  she 
envied  our  happiness,  and  offered  me  the 
use  of  her  clothes  until  I  could  retrieve  my 
own.  She  was  a  woman  of  a  great  deal  of 
humour,  plain  but  genteel,  civil,  friendly,  and 
perfectly  u'ell  bred.  She  favoured  us  with 
iier  company  till  the  night  was  pretty  far 
advanced,  and  did  not  take  her  leave  till  we 
retired  to  our  apartment. 

As  our  lodgings  were  not  spacious  or  mag- 
nificent, we  resolved  to  see  little  company  ; 
but  this  resolution  was  frustrated  by  the  nu- 
merous acquaintance  of  Lord  W — m,  who 
let  in  half  the  town  ;  so  that  I  ran  the  gaunt- 
let for  a  whole  week  among  a  set  of  wits, 
who  always  delight  in  teasing  a  young  crea- 
ture of  any  note,  when  she  happens  to  make 
Kuch  a  stolen  match.  Among  those  that 
visited  us  upon  this  occasion  wis  my  lord's 
younger  brother,  who  was  at  tliat  tune  in 
keeping  with  a  rich  heiress  of  masculine 
memory,  and  took  that  opportunity  of  making 
a  parade  with  his  equipage,  which  was  in- 
deed very  magnificent,  but  altogether  disre- 
garded by  us,  whose  happiness  consisted  in 
ihe  opulence  of  mutual  love. 


This  ceremony  of  receiving  visits  being 
performed,  we  went  to  wait  on  his  mother 
the  duchess  of  H — ,  who  hearing  I  v/as  an 
heiress,  readily  forgave  her  son  for  marrying 
without  her  knowledge  and  consent,  and 
favoured  us  with  a  very  cordial  reception  ; 
insomuch  that,  for  several  months,  we  dined 
almost  constantly  at  her  table ;  and  I  must 
own,  I  always  found  her  unaltered  in  her 
civility  and  affection,  contrary  to  her  general 
character,  which  was  haughty  and  capricious. 
She  was  undoubtedly  a  woman  of  great  spirit 
and  understanding,  but  subject  to  an  infirmi- 
ty which  very  much  impairs  and  disguises 
every  other  qualification. 

In  about  three  weeks  after  our  marriage, 
I  was  so  happy  as  to  obtain  the  forgiveness 
of  my  father,  to  whose  house  we  repaired,  in 
order  to  pay  our  respects  and  submission. 
At  sight  of  me  he  wept ;  nor  did  I  behold  his 
tears  unmoved  ;  my  heart  was  overcharged 
with  tenderness  and  sorrow,  for  having  of- 
fended such  an  indulgent  parent ;  so  that  I 
mingled  my  tears  with  his,  while  my  dear 
husband,  whose  soul  was  of  the  softest  and 
gentlest  mould,  melted  with  sympathy  at  .ic 
affecting  scene. 

Being  thus  reconciled  to  my  father,  wo 
attended  him  into  the  cotmtry,  where  wc 
were  received  by  my  mother,  v/ho  was  a 
sensible  good  woman,  though  not  susceptible 
to  love,  and  therefore  less  apt  to  excuse  a 
weakness  to  which  she  was  an  utter  stranger. 
This  was  likewise  the  case  with  an  uncle, 
from  whom  I  had  great  expectations.  Ho 
was  a  plain  good-natured  man,  and  treated 
us  with  great  courtesy,  though  his  notions, 
in  point  of  love,  were  not  exactly  con- 
formable to  ours.  Nevertheless,  I  was,  and 
seemed  to  be,  so  happy  in  my  choice, 
that  my  family  not  only  becam.e  satisfied 
with  the  match,  but  exceedingly  fond  of  Lord 
W— m. 

After  a  short  stay  with  them  in  the  coun- 
try we  returned  to  London,  in  order  to  be 
introduced  at  court,  and  then  set  out  for  the 
north,  on  a  visit  to  my  brother-in-law  the 
duke  of  H — ,  who  had,  by  a  letter  to  Lord 
W — m,  invited  us  to  his  habitation.  My 
father  accordingly  equipped  us  with  horses 
and  money ;  for  our  own  finances  were  ex- 
tremely slender,  consisting  only  of  a  small 
pension,  allowed  by  his  Grace,  upon  whom 
the  brothers  were  entirely  dependent,  the 
father  having  died  suddenly,  before  suitable 
provision  could  be  made  for  his  younger 
children. 

When  I  took  my  leave  of  my  relations, 
bidding  adieu  to  my  paternal  home,  and 
found  myself  launching  into  a  world  of  caro 
and  trouble,  tiiough  the  voyage  on  which  I 
had  embarked  was  altogether  voluntary,  and 
my  companion  the  person  on  whom  I  doatcd 
to  distraction,  I  could  not  help  feeling  soma 
melancholy  sensations,  which,  however,  in  a 
little  time,   gave  way  to  a  train   of  more 
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ijjrecable  ideas.  I  was  visited  in  town  by 
almost  all  the  women  of  fashion,  many  of 
rt'hom,  1  perceived,  envied  mo  the  possession 
•)t'  a  man  who  had  made  stran<ifc  liavock 
•^niong  their  hearts,  and  some  of  Ihem  knew 
the  value  of  his  favour.  One,  in  particular, 
endeavoured  to  cultivate  my  friendship  with 
singular  marks  of  rejrard  ;  but  1  ihouirht 
proper  to  discouraijo  her  advances,  by  keep- 
ing within  the  bounds  of  bare  civility  ;  and, 
indeed,  to  none  of  them  was  1  lavish  of  my 
complaisance  ;  fur  I  dedicated  my  whole  time 
to  the  object  of  my  affection,  who  engrossed 
ujy  wishes  to  such  a  degree,  that  although  I 
was  never  jealous  (because  I  had  no  reason 
to  be  so),  1  envied  the  happiness  of  every 
woman  whom  lie  chanced  at  any  time  to  hand 
into  a  coach. 

The  duchess  of  ,  who  was  newly 

married  to  the  earl  of  P ,  a  particular 

friend  of  Lord  W — m's,  carried  me  to  court, 
and  presented  me  to  the  queen,  who  express- 
ed her  approbation  of  my  person  in  very 
particular  terms,  and  observed  the  satis- 
faction that  appeared  in  my  countenance 
with  marks  of  admiration,  desiring  her  ladies 
to  take  notice  how  little  happiness  depended 
upon  wealth,  since  there  was  more  joy  in  my 
face  than  in  all  her  court  besides. 

Such  a  declaration  could  not  fail  to  over- 
whelm me  with  blushes,  which  her  majesty 
Bcumetl  to  behold  with  pleasure  ;  for  she 
frequently  repeated  the  remark,  and  showed 
me  to  all  the  foreigners  of  distinction,  with 
many  gracious  e.xpressions  of  favour.  She 
wished  Lord  W — m  liappiness  instead  of 
joy,  and  was  pleased  to  promise,  that  she 
would  provide  for  her  pretty  beggars :  and 
poor  enough  we  certainly  were  in  every 
article  but  love.  Nevertheless,  we  felt  no 
necessities,  but  passed  the  summer  in  a 
variety  of  pleasures  and  parties  ;  the  great- 
est part  of  which  were  planned  by  Lord 
W — m's  sister  and  another  lady,  who  was  at 
that  time  mistress  to  the  prime  minister. 
The  first  was  a  wit,  but  homely  in  her  person ; 
the  other  a  woman  of  great  beauty  and 
masculine  understanding  ;  and  a  particular 
friendship  subsisted  between  them,  though 
they  wero  both  lovers  of  power  and  ad- 
miration. 

This  lady,  who  sat  at  tlie  helm,  was  ex- 
tremely elegant,  as  well  as  expensive  in  her 
uivorsions,  in  many  of  which  we  bore  a 
fhare,  particularly  in  her  parties  upon  the 
water,  which  were  contrived  in  all  the  mag- 
iiificence  of  taste.  In  the  course  of  these 
amusemants,  a  triHingcircumstance  occurred, 
<vhich  I  shall  relate  as  an  instance  of  that 
jealous  sensibility  which  characterized  Lord 
W— m's  disposition.  A  large  company  of 
ladies  and  gentleman  having  agreed  to  dine 
it  Vau.\hall,  and  sup  at  Marblehall,  where 
\vc  proposed  to  conclude  the  evening  with  a 
dance,  one  barge  being  insufficient  to  contain 
the  whole  company,  we  were  divided  by  lots; 
2  C 


in  consequence  of  which  my  husband  and  ' 
were  parted.  This  separation  was  equally 
mortifying  to  us  both,  who,  though  married, 
wore  still  lovers  ;  and  my  chagrin  increased 
when  I  perceived  that  I  was  doomed  to  sit 
by  (Sir  W —  Y ,  a  man  of  professed  gal- 
lantry ;  for,  although  Lord  W — m  had,  be- 
fore his  marriage,  made  his  addresses  to 
every  woman  ho  saw,  1  knew  very  well  ho 
did  not  desire  that  any  person  should  make 
love  to  his  wife. 

That  I  might  not,  therefore,  give  umbrage, 
by  talking  to  this  gallant,  I  conversed  with  a 
Scotch  nobleman,  who,  according  to  common 
report,  had  formerly  sighed  among  my  ad- 
mirers :  by  these  means,  in  seeking  to  avoid 
one  error,  I  unwittingly  plunged  myself  into 
a  greater,  and  disobliged  Lord  W — m  so 
much,  that  he  could  not  conceal  his  dis- 
pleasure ;  nay,  so  deeply  was  he  offended  at 
my  conduct,  that,  in  the  evening,  when  the 
ball  began,  he  would  scarce  deign  to  take  mo 
by  the  hand  in  the  course  of  dancing,  and 
darted  such  unkind  looks,  as  pierced  me  to 
the  very  soul.  What  augmented  my  con- 
cern, was  my  ignorance  of  the  trespass  I 
had  committed.  I  was  tortured  with  a  thou- 
sand uneasy  reflections  ;  I  began  to  fear  that 
I  had  mistaken  his  temper,  and  given  my 
heart  to  a  man  who  was  tired  of  possession  ; 
though  1  resolved  to  bear  without  complain- 
ing the  misfortune  I  had  entailed* upon  mv 
self. 

I  seized  the  first  opportunity  of  speaking 
to  him,  and  thereby  discovered  the  cause  of 
his  chagrin  ;  but,  as  there  was  no  time  for 
expostulation,  the  misunderstanding  con- 
tinued on  his  side,  with  such  evident  marks 
of  uneasiness,  that  every  individual  of  the 
company  made  up  to  mc,  and  inquired  about 
the  cause  of  his  disorder;  so  that  I  was  fain 
to  amuse  their  concern,  by  saying,  that  he 
had  been  ill  the  day  before,  and  dancing  did 
not  agree  with  his  constitution.  So  much 
was  he  incensed  by  this  unhappy  circum- 
stance of  my  conduct,  which  was  void  of  all 
intention  to  offend  him,  that  he  determined 
to  be  revenged  of  me  for  my  indiscretion, 
and  at  supper,  chancing  to  sit  between  two 
very  handsome  ladies  (one  of  whom  is  lately 
dead,  and  the  other,  at  present,  my  neigh- 
bour in  the  country),  ho  affected  an  air  of 
gaiety,  and  openly  coquetted  with  them  both 

This  was  not  the  only  punishment  he  in- 
flicted on  his  innocent  wife.  In  the  course 
of  our  entertainment,  we  engaged  in  some 
simple  diversion,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  gentlemen  were  ordered  to  salr.te  the 
ladies ;  when  Lord  W — m,  in  performing 
this  command,  unkindly  neglected  me  in  niy 
turn;  and  I  had  occasion  for  all  my  dis- 
cretion  and  pride,  to  conceal  from  the  com- 
pany the  agonies  I  felt  at  this  mark  of  indif- 
ference  and  disrespect.  However,  I  obtain- 
ed  the  victory  over  myself,  and  pretended  to 
lauorh  at  his  husband-like  behaviour,  wlii'e 
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the  tears  stood    in   my  eyes,  and  my  heart 
swelled  even  to  bursting. 

We  broke  up  about  five,  after  having  spent 
the  most  tedious  evening  I  had  ever  known  ; 
and  this  offended  lover  went  to  bed  in  a  state 
of  sullen  silence  and  disgust.  Whatever 
desire  I  had  to  come  to  an  explanation, 
I  tliought  myself  so  much  aggrieved  by  his 
unreasonable  prejudice,  that  1  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  myself  to  demand  a  conference, 
till  after  his  tirst  nap,  when  my  pride  giving 
way  to  my  tenderness,  I  clasped  him  in  my 
arms,  though  he  pretended  to  discourage 
these  advances  of  my  love :  I  asked  how  ho 
could  be  so  unjust  as  to  take  umbrage  at  my 
civility  to  a  man  whom  he  knew  I  had  refus- 
ed for  his  sake  ?  I  chid  him  for  his  barbarous 
endeavours  to  awake  my  jealousy,  and  used 
such  irresistible  arguments  in  my  own  vindi- 
cation, that  he  was  convinced  of  my  in- 
nocence, sealed  my  acquittal  with  a  kind 
embrace,  and  we  nnitually  enjoyed  the  soft 
transports  of  a  fond  reconciliation. 

Never  was  passion  more  eager,  delicate, 
or  unreserved,  than  that  which  glowed  with- 
in our  breasts.  Far  from  being  cloyed  with 
the  possession  of  each  other,  our  raptures 
seemed  to  increase  with  the  term  of  our 
union.  When  we  were  parted,  though  but 
for  a  few  hours,  by  the  necessary  avocations 
of  life,  wg  were  unhappy  during  that  brief 
eeparation,  and  met  again,  like  lovers  who 
knew  no  joy  but  in  one  another's  presence. 
How  many  delicious  evenings  did  we  spend 
together,  in  our  little  apartment,  after  we 
had  ordered  the  candles  to  be  taken  away, 
that  we  might  enjoy  the  agreeable  reflection 
of  the  moon  in  a  fine  summer's  evening ! 
Such  a  mild  and  solemn  scene  naturally 
disposes  the  mind  to  peace  and  benevolence; 
but  when  improved  with  the  conversation  of 
the  man  one  loves,  it  fills  the  imagination 
with  ideas  of  ineffable  delight !  For  my  own 
part,  I  can  safely  say,  my  heart  was  so  whol- 
ly engrossed  by  my  husband,  that  I  never 
took  pleasure  in  any  diversion  where  he 
was  not  personally  concerned  ;  nor  v.-as  I 
ever  guilty  of  one  thouglit  repugnant  to  my 
duty  and  my  love. 

In  the  autumn  we  set  out  for  the  north, 
and  were  met  on  the  road  by  the  duke  and 
twenty    gent.emen,    who    conducted    us    to 

H n,  where  we  lived  in  all  imaginable 

splendour.  His  grace,  at  that  time,  main- 
tained above  an  Jiundred  servants,  with  a 
band  of  music,  which  always  nerformed  at 
dinner,  kept  open  table,  and  was  visited  by  a 
great  deal  of  company.  The  economy  of 
his  house  was  superintended  by  his  eldest 
sister,  a  beautifiil  young  lady  of  an  amiable 
temper,  with  whom  I  soon  contracted  an  in- 
timate friendship.  She  and  the  duke  used 
to  rally  me  upon  my  fondness  for  Lord  W — m, 
who  was  a  sort  of  a  humourist,  and  apt  to 
be  in  a  pet,  in  which  case  he  would  leave  the 
coinoany  and  go  to  bed  by  seven  o'clock  in 


the  evening.  On  tliese  occasions,  I  alwaye 
disappeared,  giving  up  every  consideration  to 
that  of  pleasing  my  husband,  notwit'istanding 
the  ridicule  of  his  relations,  who  ta.\ed  me 
with  having  spoiled  him  with  too  much  in- 
dulgence. But  how  could  I  express  too  much 
tenderness  and  condescension  for  a  man  who 
doated  upon  me  to  such  excess,  that,  when 
business  obliged  him  to  leave  me,  he  always 
snatched  the  first  opportunity  to  return,  and 
often  rode  through  darkness,  storms  and 
tempests  to  my  arms  1 

Having  staid  about  seven  months  in  this 
place,  I  found  myself  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
a  mother ;  and  that  I  might  be  near  my  own 
relations,  in  such  an  interesting  situation, 
I   and  my    dear  companion    departed  from 

H n,  not  without  great  reluctance  ;  for 

I  was  fond  of  the  Scots  in  general,  who 
treated  me  with  great  hospitality  and  respect; 
and  to  this  day  they  pay  me  the  compliment 
of  saying,  I  was  one  of  the  best  wives  in 
that  country;  which  is  so  justly  celebrated 
for  good  women. 

Lord  W^ — m,  having  attended  me  to  my 
father's  house,  was  obliged  to  return  to  Scot- 
land, to  support  his  interest  in  being  elected 
member  of  parliament ;  so  that  he  took  his 
leave  of  me,  with  a  full  resolution  of  seeing 
me  again  before  the  time  of  my  lying-in  ; 
and  all  the  comfort  I  enjoyed  in  his  ab- 
sence, was  the  perusal  of  his  letters,  which 
I  punctually  received,  together  with  those  of 
his  sister,  who,  from  time  to  time,  favoured 
me  with  assurances  of  his  constancy  and  de- 
votion. Indeed,  these  testimonials  were  ne- 
cessary to  one  of  my  disposition  ;  for  I  was 
none  of  those  who  could  be  contented  with 
half  a  heart.  I  could  not  even  spare  one 
complacent  look  to  any  other  woman,  but 
expected  the  undivided  homage  of  his  love. 
Had  I  been  disappointed  in  this  expectation, 
I  should  (though  a  wife)  have  rebelled  or 
died. 

Meanwhile  my  parents  treated  me  with 
great  tenderness,  intending  that  Lord  W^ — m 
should  be  settled  in  a  house  of  his  own,  and 
accommodated  with  my  fortune,  and  his 
expectations  from  the  queen  were  very  san- 
guine, when  I  was  taken  ill,  and  delivered  of 
a  dead  child — an  event  which  affected  me 
extremely.  When  I  understood  the  extent 
of  my  misfortune,  my  heart  throbbed  with 
such  violence,  that  my  breast  could  scarce 
contain  it ;  and  my  anxiety,  being  aggravat- 
ed by  the  absence  of  my  lord,  produced  a 
dangerous  fever,  of  which  he  was  no  sooner 
apprised  by  letter,  than  he  came  post  from 
Scotland  ;  but,  before  his  arrival,  Iwas  sup 
posed  to  be  in  a  fair  way. 

During  this  journey,  he  was  tortured  with 
all  that  terrible  suspense  which  prevails  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  are  in  danger  of 
losing  that  which  is  most  dear  to  them , 
and,  when  he  entered  the  house,  was  so 
much  overwhelmed  with  apprehension,  thiit 
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ne  durst  not  inquire  about  the  state  of  my 
iiealth. 

As  forniy  part,  I  never  clopotl  an  eye  from 
Ihe  time  on  wliioh  1  cxpectcii  liis  return; 
and,  wlien  I  heard  his  voice,  I  threw  open 
my  curtains,  and  sat  up  in  the  bed  to  receive 
him,  thougli  at  the  liazard  of  my  hfe.  Ho 
run  towards  me  with  all  the  eagerness  of 
lassion,  and  clasped  mc  in  his  arms ;  he 
kneeled  by  the  bedside,  kissed  my  hand  a 
thousand  times,  and  wept  with  transports  of 
tenderness  and  joy.  In  short,  this  meotinjj 
was  so  pathetic  as  to  overcome  my  enfeebled 
constitution,  and  we  were  ])arted  by  those 
who  were  wiser  than  ourselves,  and  saw  that 
nothing  was  so  proper  for  us  as  a  little  re- 
pose. 

But  liow  shall  I  relate  tlie  dopiorahlc  tran- 
sition from  envied  happiness  to  excess  of 
misery  which  I  now  sustained  !  my  month 
was  hardly  up,  when  my  dear  husband  was 
taken  ill  ;  perhaps  the  latigue  of  body,  as 
well  as  mind,  which  he  had  undergone  on 
my  account,  occasioned  a  fatal  ferment  in 
his  blood,  and  his  health  fell  a  sacrilice  to 
his  love.  Physicians  were  called  from  Lon- 
don ;  but,  alas  !  'hey  brouglit  no  hopes  of 
nis  recovery.  By  their  advice,  he  was  re- 
moved to  town,  for  the  convenience  of  being 
punctually  attended.  Every  moment  was  too 
precious  to  be  thrown  away;  he  was  there- 
fore immediately  put  into  the  coacli,  though 
the  day  was  far  spent ;  and  I,  though  ex- 
ceedingly weak,  accompanied  him  in  the 
journey,  which  was  performed  hy  the  liglit 
of  flambeaux,  and  rendered  unspeakably 
shocking  by  the  dismal  apprehension  of 
losing  him  every  moment. 

At  length,  liowever,  we  arrived  at  our 
lodgings  in  Pali-Mall,  where  I  lay  by  him 
on  the  floor,  and  attended  the  issue  of  his 
distemper  in  all  tiie  agonies  of  horror  and 
despair.  In  a  little  time  his  malady  settled 
upon  his  brain,  and,  in  his  delirium,  he  utter- 
ed Guch  dreadful  exclamations,  as  were  suf- 
ficient to  pierce  the  most  savage  heart. 
What  effect,  then,  must  they  have  had  on 
mine,  which  was  fraught  with  every  sen- 
timent of  the  most  melting  affection  !  It  was 
not  a  common  grief  that  took  possession  of 
my  Boul ;  I  felt  all  the  aggravation  of  the 
most  acute  distress.  I  sometimes  ran  down 
to  the  street  in  a  fit  of  distraction  :  I  sent 
for  the  doctors  every  minute  :  I  wearied 
Heaven  wltli  my  prayers.  Even  now  my 
heart  a::hes  at  the  remembrance  of  what  I 
suffered,  and  I  cannot,  without  trembling, 
proceed  with  the  woful  story. 

After  having  lain  insensible  some  days, 
he  recovered  the  tise  of  speech,  and  called 
upon  my  name,  which  he  had  a  thousand 
times  repeated  while  he  was  bereft  of  reason. 
Ail  hopes  of  his  life  were  now  relinquished; 
and  I  was  led  to  his  bed  side  to  receive  his 
last  adieu,  being  directed  to  summon  all  my 
fortitude,  and  suppress  my  sorrow,  that  he 
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might  not  be  disturbed  ny  my  agitation. 
I  collected  all  my  resolution  to  support  me 
in  this  allecting  scene.  I  saw  my  dear  lord 
in  extremity.  The  beauties  of  his  youth 
wore  all  decnyed  ;  yet  his  eyes,  though 
languid,  retained  unspeakable  sweetness  and 
expression,  lie  felt  his  end  approaching, 
put  forth  his  hand,  and,  with  a  louk  full  of 
complacency  and  bonovolence,  uttered  such 

a  tender  tale Good  Heaven  !   how  had  I 

deserved  such  accumulated  allliclion !  tlio 
bare  remembrance  of  which  now  melts  mc 
into  tears.  Human  nature  could  not  under- 
go my  situation  without  sutl'cring  an  ecstasy 
of  grief!  I  clasped  him  in  my  arms,  and 
kissed  him  a  thousand  times,  with  the  most 
violent  emotions  of  woe  ;  but  I  was  torn  Ironi 
his  embrace,  and  in  a  little  time  he  was  la 
visited  for  ever  from  my  view. 

On  that  tiital  morning,  which  put  a  period 
to  his  lite,  I  saw  the  duchess  of  I^ ap- 
proach my  bed,  and,  from  her  appearance, 
concluded  that  he  was  no  more ;  yet  I  begged 
she  would  not  confirm  the  unhappy  presage 
by  annoimcing  his  death ;  and  she  accordingly 
preserved  the  most  emphatic  silence.  I  got 
up,  and  trod  softly  over  his  head,  as  if  I  had 
been  afraid  of  interrupting  his  repose.  Alas ! 
he  was  no  longer  sensible  of  such  dis- 
turbance. I  was  seized  with  a  stupefaction 
of  sorrow :  I  threw  up  the  window,  and, 
looking  around,  thought  the  sun  shone  with 
the  most  dismal  aspect ;  every  thing  was 
solitary,  cheerless,  and  replete  with  horror. 

In  this  condition  I  was,  by  the  direction  of 
my  friend,  conveyed  to  her  house,  where  my 
faculties  were  so  overpowered  by  the  load  of 
anguish  which  oppressed  me,  that  I  knew 
not  what  passod  during  the  first  days  of  my 
unhappy  widowhood ;  this  only  I  know,  the 
kind  duchess  treated  me  with  all  imaginable 
care  and  compassion,  and  carried  me  to  her 
country-house,  where  I  staid  some  months; 
during  which,  she  endeavom-cd  to  comfort 
me  with  all  the  amusements  she  could  invent, 
and  laid  me  under  such  obligations  as  never 
shall  be  erased  from  my  remembrance:  yet, 
notwithstanding  all  her  care  and  concern, 
I  was,  by  my  excess  of  grief,  plunged  into 
a  languisiiing  distemper,  for  which  my  phy- 
sicians advised  me  to  drink  the  Bathwaters. 

In  compliance  with  this  prescription,  I 
went  thither  towards  the  end  of  summer, 
and  found  some  benefit  by  adhering  to  their 
directions.  Though  1  seldom  went  abroad, 
except  when  I  visited  my  sister-in-law.  who 
was  there  with  the  princess  ;  and,  upo.i  l:.ese 
occasions,  I  never  failed  to  attract  tiie  notice 
of  the  company,  who  were  struck  with  the 
appearance  of  such  a  young  creature  in 
weeds :  nor  was  I  free  from  tlie  persecution 
of  professed  admirers  ;  but,  being  dead  tc 
all  joy,  I  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  adu 
lation. 

About  Christmas  I  repaired  to  my  father's 
house,  where  my  sorrows  were  rci'ived  by 
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every  object  tliat  recalled  the  idea  of  my  dear 
''j.mented  lord.  But  these  melancholy  re- 
flections I  was  obliged  to  bear,  because  I  had 
no  other  home  or  habitation,  being  left  an 
unprovided  widow,  altogether  dependent  on 
•he  affection  of  iny  own  family. 

During  this  winter,  divers  overtures  were 
made  to  my  fatlicr,  by  people  who  demanded 
me  in  marriage ;  but  my  heart  was  not  yet 
sufficiently  weaned  from  my  former  passion 
to  admit  tlie  thoughts  of  another  master. 
Among  those  that  presented  their  proposals 
was  a  certain  young  nobleman,  who,  upon 
the  first  news  of  Lord  W — ni's  death,  came 
post  fcom  Paris,  in  order  to  declare  his  pas- 
sion. He  made  his  first  appearance  in  a  hired 
chariot  and  si.\,  accompanied  by  a  big  fat 
fellow,  whom  (as  I  afterwards  learned)  he 
had  engaged  to  sound  liis  praises,  with  a  pro- 
mise of  a  thousand  pounds,  in  lieu  of  which 
he  paid  him  with  forty.  Whether  it  Vv'as 
with  a  view  of  screening  himself  from  the 
cold,  or  of  making  a  comfortable  medium  in 
case  of  being  overturned,  and  falling  under 
his  weighty  companion,  I  know  not;  but  cer- 
tain it  is,  tiie  carriage  was  stuffed  with  hay, 
in  such  a  manner,  that,  when  he  arrived,  the 
servants  were  at  some  pains  in  rummaging 
and  removing  it,  before  they  could  come  at 
their  master,  or  help  him  to  alight.  When 
he  was  lifted  out  of  the  chariot,  ho  exhibited 
a  very  ludicrous  figure  to  the  view;  he  was  a 
thin,  meagre,  shivering  creature,  of  a  low 
stature,  with  little  black  eyes,  a  long  nose, 
sallow  complexion,  and  pitted  with  the  small- 
pox; dressed  in  a  coat  of  light  brown  frieze, 
lined  with  pink  coloured  shag,  a  monstrous 
solitaire  and  bag,  and  (if  I  remember  right) 
a  pair  of  huge  jackboots.  In  a  word,  his 
whole  appearance  was  so  little  calculated  for 
inspiring  love,  that  I  had  (on  the  strength  of 
seeing  him  once  before  at  Oxford)  set  him 
down  as  the  last  man  on  eartli  whom  I  would 
choose  to  wed  ;  and  I  Vv'ill  venture  to  affirm, 
tliat  he  was  in  every  particular  the  reverse 
of  my  late  husband. 

As  my  father  v/as  not  at  home,  he  staid 
but  one  evening,  and  left  his  errand  with  my 
mother,  to  whom  he  v/as  as  disagreeable  as 
to  myself;  so  that  his  proposal  was  abso- 
lutely rejected,  and  I  hoard  no  more  of  him 
during  the  space  of  three  whole  months  ;  at 
the  expiration  of  which  I  went  to  town, 
where  this  mortifying  figure  presented  itself 
again,  and  renewed  his  suit,  ofi^eriag  such  ad- 
vantageous terms  of  settlement,  that  my  fa- 
ther began  to  relish  the  match,  and  warndy 
recommended  it  to  my  consideration. 

Lord  W — m's  relations  advised  me  to  em- 
tii'ace  the  opportunity  of  making  myself  inde- 
pendent: all  my  acquaintance  plied  me  with 
arguments  to  tlie  same  purpose :  I  was  un- 
easy at  home,  and  indifferent  to  all  mankind. 

weighed  tlie  motives  with  the  objections, 
nd  with  reluctance  yielded  to  the  importu- 
aii  y  of  my  frienda , 


In  consequence  of  this  determination,  thti 
little  gentleman  was  permitted  to  visit  me ; 
and  the  manner  of  his  address  did  not  at  all 
alter  the  opinion  I  had  conceived  of  iiis  cha- 
racter and  understanding.  I  was  even  shock- 
ed at  the  prospect  of  marrying  a  man  whom 
I  could  not  love  ;  and,  in  order  to  disburden, 
my  own  conscience,  took  an  opportunity  of 
telling  him,  one  evening,  as  we  sat  opposite 
to  each  other,  that  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  command  my  affection,  and  therefore  he 
could  not  expect  the  pos.session  of  my  heart, 
Lord  W — m's  indulgence  having  spoiled  me 
for  a  wife;  nevertheless,  I  would  endeavour 
to  contract  a  friendship  for  him,  which  would 
entirely  depend  upon  his  own  behaviour. 

To  this  declaration  he  replied  (to  my  great 
surprise),  that  he  did  not  desire  me  to  love 
him — my  friendship  was  sufficient ;  and  next 
day  repeated  this  strange  instance  of  mode- 
ration in  a  letter,  which  I  communicated  t-^ 
my  sister,  who  laughed  heartily  at  the  con- 
tents, and  persuaded  me,  that  since  I  could 
love  no  man,  he  was  the  properest  person  to 
be  my  husband. 

Accordingly,  the  wedding  clothes  and 
equipage  being  prepared,  the  day — the  fatal 
day — was  fixed  ! — on  the  morning  of  which 
I  went  to  the  house  of  my  brother-in-law, 
Duke  H — ,  who  loved  me  tenderly,  and  took 
my  leave  of  the  family,  a  family  which  I  shall 
always  remember  with  love,  honour,  and 
esteem.  His  grace  received  me  in  the  most 
afiTectionate  manner,  saying  at  parting,  "  La. 
dy  W — ,  if  he  does  not  use  you  well,  I  wili 
take  you  back  again." 

The  bridegroom  and  I  met  at  Ox — d  cha 
pel,  where  the  ceremony  was  performed  by 
the  bishop  of  W ,  in  presence  of  his  lord- 
ship's mother,  my  father,  and  another  lady 
The  nuptial  knot  being  tied,  we  set  out  fbi 
my  father's  house  in  the  country,  and  pro- 
ceeded full  twenty  miles  on  our  journey  be- 
fore my  lord  opened  his  mouth,  my  thoughts 
having  been  all  that  time  employed  on  some- 
tliing  quite  foreign  to  my  present  situation  ; 
for  I  was  then  but  a  giddy  girl  of  eighteen. 
At  length  my  father  broke  silence,  and  clap- 
])ing  his  lordship  on  the  shoulder,  told  him 
lie  was  but  a  dull  bridegroom ;  upon  which 
my  lord  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  was 
out  of  spirits.  This  dejection  continued  ail 
the  day,  notwithstanding  the  refreshment  of 
a  plentiful  dinner,  which  he  ate  upon  the 
road  ;  and  in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  the 
place  of  our  destination,  where  we  were 
kindly  received  by  my  mother,  though  she 
had  no  liking  to  the  match  ;  and  after  suppei 
we  retired  to  our  apartment. 

It  was  here  that  I  had  occasion  to  perceive 
the  most  disagreeable  contrast  between  my 
present  helpmate  and  my  former  lord.  In- 
stead of  flying  to  my  arms  with  all  the  eager- 
ness of  love  and  rapture,  this  manly  repre- 
sentative sat  moping  in  a  corner,  like  a  cri- 
minal on  execution  day,  pud  owned  he  was 
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■shamed  to  bod  with  a  woman  whose  hand 
he  had  scarce  over  tinithcd. 

I  could  not  help  being  aiTcctcd  witli  tliis 
pnsillanimons  behaviour  ;  I  remembered  Lord 
W — m,  whih?  I  surveyed  tlie  object  before 
me,  and  made  sncli  a  comparison  as  lilled 
me  witli  liorror  and  disj^ust;  nay,  to  such  a 
derrree  did  my  aversion  to  this  phantom  pre- 
vail, that  I  beufan  to  sweat  with  antjnisli  at 
the  Uioupht  of  bein;]^  subjected  to  liis  ploa- 
Bure,  a.id  wlicn,  atU-r  a  Umg  licsitation,  he 
ventured  to  approach  me,  I  trembled  as  if  I 
had  been  exposed  to  the  embraces  of  a  rattle- 
Bnakc.  Nor  did  the  efforts  of  liis  love  di- 
minish this  antipathy.  His  attempts  were 
like  the  pawings  of  an  imp,  sent  from  hell 
to  seize  and  torment  some  guilty  wretch, 
Buch  as  arc  exliibitcd  in  some  dramatic  per- 
formance, which  I  never  see  acted  without 
remembering  my  weddin-^-niglit.  By  such 
shadowy,  unsubstantial,  vexatious  behaviour, 
was  I  tantalized,  and  robbed  of  my  repose  ; 
and  early  next  morning  I  got  up,  with  a  most 
.•sovereign  contempt  for  my  bed-fellow,  who 
indulged  himself  in  bed  till  eleven. 

Having  passed  a  few  days  in  this  place,  I 
went  home  with  him  to  his  iiouse  at  Twick- 
enham, and  soon  after  we  were  presented  at 
court,  when  the  queen  was  pleased  to  say 
to  my  lord's  mother,  she  did  not  doubt  that 
we  sliould  be  a  happy  couple,  for  I  had  been 
a  good  wife  to  my  former  husband.  What- 
ever deficiencies  I  had  to  complain  of  in  my 
new  spouse,  he  was  not  wanting  in  point  of 
liberality.  I  was  presented  v/ith  a  very  fine 
chariot,  studded  with  silver  nails,  and  such  a 
profusion  of  jewels  as  furnished  a  joke  to 
eomc  of  my  acquaintance,  who  observed,  that 
I  was  formerly  queen  of  hearts,  but  now  me- 
tamorphosed into  the  queen  of  diamonds.  I 
now  also  had  an  opportunity  (which  I  did 
not  let  slip)  of  paying  Lord  W — m's  debts 
from  my  privy  purse  ;  and  on  that  score  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  his  elder  brother,  who, 
though  he  had  undertaken  to  discharge  them, 
delayed  the  execution  of  his  purpose  longer 
than  I  thought  they  should  remain  unpaid. 
This  uncomm'on  splendour  attracted  the  eyes 
and  envy  of  my  competitors,  who  were  the 
more  implacable  in  their  resentments,  be- 
cause, notwithstanding  my  marriage,  I  was 
as  much  as  ever  followed  by  tlie  men  of  gal- 
lantry and  pleasure,  among  whom  it  is  a  con- 
stant maxim,  that  woman  never  withholds 
her  aflections  from  her  husband  without  an 
intention  to  bestow  them  somewhere  *lse. 
I  never  appeared  without  a  train  of  admirers, 
and  my  house  in  the  country  was  always 
crowded  with  gay  young  men  of  quality. 

Among  those  who  cultivated  my  good 
graces  with  the  greatest  skill  and   assiduity, 

were  the  earl  C ,  and  Mr  S ,  brother 

to  lord   F .     The  former  of  whom,  in 

the  course  of  his  addresses,  treated  me  with 
an  entertainment  of  surprising  magnificence, 
disposed  into  a  dinner,  supper,  and  ball,  to 


which  I,  at  his  desire,  invited  eleven  ladies 
whom  he  paired  with  the  like  number  ot 
his  own  sex  ;  so  that  the  whole  company 
amounted  to  twenty-four.  We  were  regaled 
with  a  most  elegant  dinner,  in  an  apartment 
which  was  altogether  su])erb,  and  served  by 
gentlemen  only,  no  livery  servant  being  per- 
mitted  to  come  within  the  door.  In  the  af- 
ternoon, we  emltarked  in  two  splendid  barges, 
being  attended  by  a  band  of  music  in  a  third; 
and  enjoyed  a  delightful  evening  upon  the 
river  till  the  twilight,  when  we  returned  and 
began  the  ball,  which  was  conducted  with 
such  order  and  taste,  that  mirth  and  good 
humour  prevailed.  No  dissatisfaction  ap- 
peared, except  in  the  countenance  of  one  old 
maid,  since  married  to  a  son  of  the  duke  of 

,  who,  though  she  would  not  refuse  to 

partake  of  such  an  agreeable  entertainment, 
was  displeased  that  1  should  have  the  honour 
of  inviting  her.  O  baleful  envy  !  tliou  self- 
tormenting  fiend  !  how  dost  thou  predominate 
in  all  assemblies,  from  the  grand  gala  of  a 
court,  to  the  meeting  of  simple  peasants  at 
their  iiarvcst-home!  Nor  is  the  prevalenc(! 
of  this  sordid  passion  to  be  wondered  at,  if 
we  consider  the  weakness,  pride,  and  vanity, 
of  our  sex.  The  presence  of  one  favourite 
man  shall  poison  the  enjoyment  of  a  whole 
company,  and  produce  the  most  rancorous 
enmity  betwixt  the  closest  friends. 

I  danced  with  the  master  of  the  ball,  who 
employed  all  the  artillery  of  his  eloquence  in 
making  love;  yet  I  did  not  listen  to  his  ad- 
dresses, for  he  was  not  to  my  taste,  though 
he  possessed  an  agreeable  person,  and  a  good 
acquired  understanding;  but  he  was  utterly 
ignorant  of  that  gentle  prevailing  art  which  I 

afterwards   experienced   in   Mr  S ,  and 

which  was  the  only  method  he  could  have 
successfully  practised,  in  seducing  a  young 
woman  like  me,  born  with  sentiments  of  ho- 
nour, and  trained  up  in  the  paths  of  religion 
and  virtue.  This  young  gentleman  was  in- 
deed  absolutely  master  of  those  insinuating 
qualifications  which  few  women  of  passion 
and  sensibility  can  resist ;  and  had  a  person 
every  way  adapted  for  profiting  by  tiiese  insi- 
dious talents.  He  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  human  heart,  conscious  of  his  own  povvci 
and  capacity,  and  exercised  these  endow- 
ments with  unwearied  perseverance.  Me 
was  tall  and  thin,  of  a  shape  and  size  per- 
fectly agreeable  to  my  taste,  with  large  blue 
eloquent  eyes,  good  teeth,  and  a  long  head, 
turned  to  gallantry.  His  behaviour  was  the 
standard  of  politeness,  and  all  his  advances 
were  conducted  with  the  most  prof)und  re- 
spect; which  is  the  most  elTectual  expedient 
a  man  can  use  against  us,  if  he  con  find 
means  to  persuade  us  that  it  proceeds  from 
the  excess  and  delicacy  of  his  passion.  It  is 
no  other  than  a  silent  compliment,  by  whicii 
our  accomplishments  are  contimially  flatter, 
ed,  and  pleases  in  proportion  to  tiie  supposed 
understanding  of  him  who  pays  it. 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


By  these  arts  and  advantages  this  consum- 
mate politician  in  love  began  by  degrees  to 
sap  the  foundations  of  my  conjugal  faith  ;  he 
Btole  imperceptibly  into  my  affection,  and  by 
dint  of  opportunity,  which  he  well  knew  how 
to  improve,  triumphed  at  last  over  all  his 
"ivals. 

Nor  was  ho  the  only  person  that  disputed 

my  heart  with  Earl  C .     That  nobleman 

was   also   rivalled  by  Lord  C H ,  a 

Scotsman,  who  had  been  an  intimate  and  re- 
lation of  my  former  husband.  Ilim  I  would 
have  preferred  to  most  of  his  competitors, 
and  actually  coquetted  with  him  for  some 
time;  but  the  amour  was  interrupted  by  his 
going  to  Ireland ;  upon  which  occasion,  un- 
derstanding that  he  was  but  indifferently  pro- 
vided with  money,  I  made  him  a  present  of 
a  gold  snuff-box,  in  which  was  inclosed  a 
bank-note;  a  trifling  mark  of  my  esteem, 
which  he  afterwards  justified  by  the  most 
grateful,  friendly,  and  genteel  "  behaviour; 
and  as  we  corresponded  by  letters,  I  frankly 

told  him,  that  Mr  S had  stepped  in,  and 

won  the  palm  from  all  the  rest  of  my  ad- 
mirers. 

This  new  favourite's  mother  and  sisters, 
who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  were  my 
constant  com.panions  ;  and,  in  consequence 
of  this  intimacy,  he  never  let  a  day  pass  with- 
out paying  his  respects  to  me  in  person ;  nay, 
BO  ingenious  was  he  in  contriving  the  means 
of  promoting  his  suit,  that  whether  I  rode  or 
walked,  went  abroad  or  staid  at  home,  he 
was  always  of  course  one  of  the  party  ;  so 
that  his  design  seemed  to  engross  his  whole 
vigilance  and  attention.  Tiius  he  studied 
my  disposition,  and  established  himself  in  my 
good  opinion  at  the  same  time.  He  found 
my  heart  was  susceptible  of  every  tender  im- 
pression, and  saw  that  I  was  not  free  from 
the  vanity  of  youth;  he  had  already  acquired 
my  friendship  and  esteem,  from  which  he 
knew  there  was  a  short  and  easy  transition 
to  love.  By  his  penetration,  choosing  proper 
seasons  for  the  theme,  he  urged  it  with  such 
pathetic  vows  and  artful  adulation,  as  well 
might  captivate  a  young  woman  of  my  com- 
plexion and  inexperience,  and  circumstanced 
as  I  was,  with  a  husband  whom  I  had  such 
reason  to  despise. 

Though  he  thus  made  an  insecisible  pro- 
gress in  my  heart,  he  did  not  find  my  virtue 
an  easy  conquest*;  and  I  myself  was  ignorant 
of  the  advantage  he  had  gained  with  regard 
to  my  inclinations,  imtil  I  was  convincecl  of 
his  success  by  an  alarm  of  jealousy  which  I 
one  day  felt  at  seeing  him  engaged  in  con- 
versation with  another  lady.  I  forthwith  re- 
cognized this  symptom  of  love,  with  wliich  T 
had  been  formerly  acquainted,  and  trembled 
at  the  discovery  of  my  own  weakness.  I  un- 
derwent a  strange  agitation  and  mixture  of 
contrary  sensations:  I  was  pleased  with  the 
passion,  yet  ashamed  of  avowing  it  even  to  my 
a'vn  miijd.     The  rigms  of  a  husband  (though 


mine  was  but  a  nominal  one)  occurred  to  my 
reflection,  and  virtue,  modesty,  and  honoui, 
forbade  me  to  clierish  the  guilty  flame. 

When  I  encouraged  these  laudable  Ecru 
pies,  and  resolved  to  sacrifice  my  love  to  dutj 
and  reputation,  my  lord  was  almost  every 
day  employed  in  riding  post  to  my  father, 
with  complaints  of  my  conduct,  which  was 
hitherto  irreproachable  ;  though  the  greatest 
grievance  which  he  pretended  to  have  suf- 
fered was  my  refusing  to  comply  with  his  de- 
sire, when  he  entreated  me  !,■»  lie  a  whole 
hour  every  morning,  with  my  neck  uncover- 
ed, that,  by  gazing,  he  might  quiet  the  per- 
turbation of  his  spirits.  From  this  request 
you  may  judge  of  the  man,  as  well  as  of  the 
regard  I  must  entertain  for  his  character  and 
di&pcsition. 

During  the  whole  summer  I  was  besieged 
by  my  artful  undoer,  and  in  the  autumn  set 
out  with  my  lord  fur  Bath,  where,  by  reason 
of  the  intimacy  that  subsisted  between  our 
families,  we  lived  in  the  same  house  with  my 
lover  and  his  sister,  who,  with  another  agree- 
able young  lady,  .accompanied  us  in  this  ex- 
pedition. By  this  time  Mr  S had  ex- 
torted from  nie  a  confession  of  a  mutual 
flame,  though  I  assured  him  that  it  should 
never  induce  me  to  give  up  the  valuable  pos- 
session of  an  unspotted  character,  and  a  con- 
science void  of  offence.  1  offered  him  all 
the  enjoyment  he  could  reap  from  an  un- 
reserved intercourse  of  souls,  abstracted  from 
any  sensual  consideration.  He  eagerly  em- 
braced the  Platonic  proposal,  because  he  had 
sagacity  enough  to  foresee  the  issue  of  such 
chimerical  contracts,  and  knew  me  too  well 
to  think  he  could  accomplish  his  purpose 
without  seeming  to  acquiesce  in  my  own 
terms,  and  cultivating  my  tenderness  Hnder 
the  specious  pretext. 

In  consequence  of  this  agreement,  we  took 
all  opportunities  of  seeing  each  other  in  pri- 
vate ;  and  these  interviews  were  spent  in 
mutual  protestations  of  disinterested  love. 
This  correspondence,  though  dangerous,  was 
(on  my  side)  equally  innocent  and  endearing; 
and  many  happy  hours  we  pas'sed,  before  my 
sentiments  were  discovered.  At  length  my 
lover  was  taken  ill,  and  then  my  pnssion 
burst  out  beyond  the  power  of  concealment; 
my  grief  and  anxiety  became  so  conspicuous 
in  my  countenance,  and  my  behaviour  was 
so  indiscreet,  that  every  body  in  the  house 
perceived  the  situation  of  my  thoughts,  and 
blamed  my  conduct  accordingly. 

Certain  it  is,  I  was  extremely  imprudent 
though  intentionally  innocent.  I  have  lain 
whole  nights  by  my  lord,  who  teased  and  tor- 
mented me  for  that  which  neither  I  could 
give  nor  he  could  take,  and  ruminated  on  the 
fatal  consequence  of  tliis  unhappy  flame, 
until  I  was  worked  into  a  fever  of  disquiet. 
I  saw  there  was  no  safety  but  in  flight,  and 
often  determined  to  banish  myself  for  eve- 
from  the  siaht  of  this  dangerous   intruder 
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B'.it  my  resolution  always  fuiied  at  tin;  ap- 
proacli  of  clay,  and  my  desire  of  seeinof  liini 
U3  constantly  recurred.  So  far  was  I  from 
persistinfj  in  such  connnendable  dcternii- 
nations,  that,  on  the  eve  of  our  departure 
from  Eath,  I  felt  the  keenest  pangs  of  sorrow 
nt  our  approaching  separation  ;  and  as  we 
could  not  enjoy  our  private  interviews  at  my 
bouse  in  town,  I  promised  to  visit  him  at  his 
own  apartments,  atler  lie  had  sworn  by  all 
that's  sacred,  that  he  would  take  no  sinister 
advantage  of  my  condescension,  by  presum- 
ing upon  liie  opportunities  I  should  give. 

He  kept  his  word  ;  fur  he  saw  I  trusted  to 
it  witli  fear  and  trembling,  and  perceived  that 
my  apprehension  was  not  affected,  but  the 
natural  concern  of  a  young  creature,  dis- 
tracted between  love  and  duty,  whom,  had 
lie  alarmed,  he  never  would  have  seen  within 
ills  doors  again.  Instead  of  pressing  me  with 
solicitations  in  favour  of  his  passion,  he  was 
more  than  ever  respectful  and  complaisant; 
so  tiiat  1  found  myself  disengaged  of  all 
restraint,  conducted  the  conversation,  short- 
ened and  repeated  my  visits,  at  my  own 
pleasure,  till  at  last  I  became  so  accustomed 
to  this  conmiunication,  that  his  house  was  as 
familiar  to  me  as  my  own. 

Having  in  this  manner  secured  himself  in 
my  confidence,  he  resumed  the  favourite 
topic  of  love,  and,  warming  my  imagination, 
by  gradual  advances  on  the  subject,  my  heart 
began  to  pant ;  when  he  saw  me  thus  moved, 
he  snatched  the  favourable  occasion  to  prac- 
tise all  his  eloquence  and  art.  I  could  not 
resist  his  energy,  nor  even  fly  from  the  temp- 
tation that  assailed  me,  until  he  had  obtained 
a  promise  that  he  should,  at  our  next  meeting, 
reap  the  fruits  of  his  tedious  expectation. 
Upon  this  condition  I  was  permitted  to  retire, 
and  blessed  heaven  for  my  escape,  fully  de- 
termined to  continue  in  the  path  of  virtue  I 
had  hitherto  trod,  and  stifle  the  criminal  flame 
by  which  my  peace  and  reputation  were  en- 
dangered. But  his  idea,  which  reigned  in 
my  heart  without  control,  soon  bailled  all 
these  prudent  susrgestions. 

I  saw  him  again ;  and  he  reminded  me  of 
my  promise,  which  I  endeavoured  to  evade 
with  affected  pleasantry  ;  upon  which  he 
manifested  tlje  utmost  displeasure  and  cha- 
grin, shedding  some  crocodile  tears,  and  up- 
braiding me  witli  levity  and  indifference.  lie 
observed  that  he  had  solicited  my  favour  for 
ten  long  monliis  vithout  intermission,  and 
imagined  I  had  held  out  so  long  on  virtuous 
motives  only;  but  now  he  could  plainly  per- 
ceive that  his  want  of  success  had  been 
owing  to  my  want  of  affection,  and  that  all 
rny  professions  were  hisincere  :  in  a  word, 
he  persuaded  mc,  tliat  his  remonstrances 
were  just  and  reasonable.  I  could  not  see 
the  aflhction  of  a  man  I  loved,  when  I  knew 
it  was  in  my  power  to  remove  it,  and  rather 
ihan  forfeit  his  opinion  of  my  sincerity  and 
•vc,  I  consented  to  ids  wish.     My  heart  now 
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flutters  at  the  remembrance  of  the  dear 
though  fatal  indiscretion  ;  yet  I  reflbct  with 
out  remorse,  and  even  remember  it  witl- 
pleasure. 

If  I  could  not  avoid  the  censure  of  thfl 
world,  I  was  resolved  to  bear  it  without  re- 
pining; and  sure  the  guilt  (if  there  was  any 
in  my  conduct)  was  but  venial  ;  for  1  con. 
sidored  myself  as  a  person  absolved  of  all 
matrimonial   ties,    by   the  insignificance    of 

Lord ,  who,  though  a  nominal  husband, 

was  in  fact  a  mere  non-entity.  I  thereforo 
contracted  a  new  engagement  with  my  lover, 
to  which  I  resolved  to  adiiere  with  the  most 
scrupulous  fidelity,  without  the  least  in- 
tention of  injuring  my  lord  or  his  relations  ; 
for.  had  our  mutual  passion  produced  any 
visible  effects,  I  would  immediately  have 
renounced    and   abandoned  my  husband  for 

ever,  that  the  fruifc  of  my  love  for  Mr  S 

might  not  have  inherited,  to  the  detriment  of 
tiio  right  heir.  This  was  my  determination, 
which  I  thought  just,  if  not  prudent;  and  ii)r 
which  I  have  incurred  the  imputation  of 
folly,  in  the  opinion  of  this  wise  and  honest 
generation,  by  whoso  examjde  and  advice  I 
have,  since  that  time,  been  a  little  reformed 
in  point  of  prudentials,  thougli  I  still  retain 
a  strong  tendency  to  return  to  my  primitive 
way  of  thinking. 

Wiien  I  quitted  Mr  S ,  after  the  sacri- 
fice I  had  made,  and  returned  to  my  own  bed, 
it  may  perhaps  be  supposed  that  I  slept  but 
little.  True  :  I  was  kept  awake  by  the  joy- 
ful impatience  of  revisiting  my  lover.  In- 
deed I  neglected  no  opportunity  of  flying  to 

his  arms :   when   Lord   was    in    the 

country,  we  enjoyed  each  other's  company 
without  interruption  ;  but  when  he  resided 
in  town,  our  correspondence  was  limited  to 
stolen  interviews,  which  were  unspeakably 
delicious,  as  genuine  love  presided  at  the 
entertainment. 

Such  was  my  happiness  in  the  course  of 
this  tender  communication,  that  to  this  day 
I  remember  it  with  pleasure,  though  it  has 
cost  me  dear  in  the  sequel,  and  was  at  that 
time  enjoyed  at  a  considerable  expense ;  for 
I  devoted  myself  so  entirely  to  my  lover, 
who  was  desirous  of  engrossing  my  time  and 
thoughts,  that  iny  acquaintance,  which  was 
very  numerous,  justly  accused  mc  of  neglect, 
and  of  consequence  cooled  in  their  friend- 
ships :  but  I  was  all  for  love,  or  the  world 
well  lost:  and  were  the  same  opportunity 
to  offer,  would  act  the  same  conduct  over 
again. 

Some  there  are  who  possibly  may  wonder 
how  I  could  love  twice  with  sucii  violence  of 
afiection  :  but  all  such  observers  must  be 
unacquainted  with  the  human  heart.  Mme 
was  naturally  adapted  for  the  tender  pas. 
sions,  and  had  been  so  fortunate,  so  cherish 
ed  in  its  first  impressions,  that  it  felt  with 
joy  the  same  sensations  revive,  when  in 
fluenced  by  the  same  engaging  qualificationg 
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I'ertaiii  it  is,  I  loved  tlie  second  time  as  well 
as  the  first,  and  better  was  impossible.  I 
grave  up  my  all  for  both :  fortune  and  my  fa- 
tiier's  favour  for  tlie  one;  reputation,  friends, 
and  fortune  for  the  otlier.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing this  intimate  connexion,  I  did  not 
relinquish  the  world  all  at  once  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  still  appeared  at  court,  and  at- 
tracted the  notice  and  approbation  of  rny 
oyal  patroness  ;  I  danced  with  the  P —  of 

W ;   a  circumstance  which  so  nearly 

affected  Mr  S ,  who  was  present,  that, 

m  order  to  manifest  his  resentment,  he  chose 
the  ugliest  woman  in  tlie  ball  for  his  partner; 
and  I  no  sooner  perceived  his  uneasiness, 
than  I  gave  over,  witii  a  view  of  appeasing 
his  displeasure. 

Without  repeating  particular  circum- 
stances, let  it  sutlice  to  say,  our  mutual  pas- 
sion was  a  perfect  copy  of  that  which  had 
subsisted  between  me  and  my  dear  Jjord 
W — m.  It  was  jealous,  melting,  and  deli- 
cate, and  chequered  with  little  accidents, 
which  serve  to  animate  and  maintain  the 
flame,  in  its  first  ardency  of  rapture.  When 
my  lover  was  sick,  I  attended  and  nursed 
him  with  indefatigable  tenderness  and  care ; 
and  during  an  indisposition,  which  I  caught 
in  the  performance  of  this  agreeable  office, 
he  discharged  the  obligation  with  all  the 
warmth  of  sympathy  and  love. 

It  was,  however,  judged  necessary  by  the 
physicians,  that  I  sliould  use  the  Bath  waters 
for  the  recovery  of  my  health  ;  and  I  set  out 
for  that  place,  glad  of  a  pretence  to  be  absent 

from  Lord ,  with  whom  I  lived  on  very 

unhappy  terms.  He  had,  about  nine  months 
after  our  marriage,  desired  that  we  might 
sleep  in  separate  beds,  and  gave  a  very 
whimsical  reason  for  this  proposal.  He  said 
the  immensity  of  his  love  deprived  him  of 
the  power  of  gratification,  and  that  some 
commerce  with  an  object,  to  which  his  heart 
was  not  attached,  might,  by  diminishing  the 
transports  of  his  spirits,  recompose  his  nerves, 
and  enable  him  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
good  fortune. 

You  may  be  sure  I  made  no  objections  to 
this  plan,  which  was  immediately  put  in  e.\e- 
cution.  He  made  his  addresses  to  a  nymph 
of  Drury-lane,  wliosc  name  (as  he  told  me) 
was  Mrs  Rock.  She  made  sliift  to  extract 
some  money  from  her  patient ;  but  his  in- 
firmity was  beyond  the  pov/er  of  her  art, 
though  she  made  some  mischief  between  iK  ; 
and  I  communicated  my  suspicion  to  the 
duke  of  II ,  who  intended  to  have  ex- 
postulated with  her  upon  the  subject;  but 
she  got  intimation  of  his  design,  and  saved 
Iiim  the  trouble  by  a  precipitate  retreat. 

After  my  return    from   Bath,   where    Mr 

S and  I  had  lived  happily,  until  we 

were  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  my  hus- 
nand,  his  lordsliip  expressed  an  inclination 
to  be  my  bedfellow  again.  In  this  particular 
I  desired  to  be  excused  ;    I  would  not  be  the 


first  to  propose  the  separation,  which,  thougi 
usual  ir.  other  countries,  is  contrary  to  thf 
custom  of  England,  being  unwilling  to  fur 
nish  the  least  handle  for  censure,  ae  mj 
character  was  still  unblemished;  yet,  when 
the  proposal  came  from  liim,  I  thought  my. 
self  entitled  to  refuse  a  reunion  ;  to  wbic'i 
I  accordingly  objected. 

This  opposition  produced  a  quarrel,  whic'Ii 
rose  to  a  state  of  perpetual  animosity  ;  sn 
that  we  began  to  talk  of  parting.  My  lord 
relished  the  expedient,  agreeing  to  add  three 
hundred  pounds  a-year  to  my  pin-money, 
which  (by  the  bye)  was  never  paid  ;  and  1 
renounced  all  state  and  grandeur,  to  live  in  a 
small  house  that  I  hired  at  Casehorton, 
where  I  passed  my  time  for  two  months,  in 
the  most  asreeable  retirement,  with  my  dear 
lover.  At  length  I  was  disturbed  by  the  in- 
trusion of  my  lord,  who  molested  me  with 
visits,  and  solicitations  to  return,  pretending 
that  he  had  changed  his  mind,  and  insisting 
upon  my  compliance  v.'ith  his  desire. 

I  exhausted  my  invention  in  endeavours  to 
evade  his  request ;  but  he  persecuted  mc 
without  ceasing;  so  that  I  was  fain  to  capi- 
tulate, on  condition  that  he  should  immediate- 
ly set  out  for  France  ;  and  that  he  should  not 
presume  to  approach  my  bed  till  our  arrival 
at  Calais.  We  accordingly  departed  for  that 
kingdom  ;  and,  far  from  infringing  the  least 
article  of  our  treaty,  his  lordship  did  not  in- 
sist  upon  his  privilege  before  we  reached  the 
capital  of  France. 

Meanwhile,  I  began  to  feel  the  effect  of 
my  passion  in  a  very  interesting  manner,  and 
communicated  my  discovery  to  the  dear  author 
of  it,  who  would  not  leave  me  in  such  an  af- 
fecting situation,  but  took  the  first  opportuni- 
ty of  following  us  to  France. 

In  OTir  road  to  Paris,  we  stopped  to  visit 
Chantilly,  a  magnificent  chateau  belonging 
to  the  prince  of  Conde,  and  there  met  by 
accident  with  some  English  noblemen,  to 
whom  I  was  known.  The  prince  and  his 
sisters  invited  me  very  politely  into  the  gal- 
lery, where  they  sat.  They  complimented 
me  on  my  person,  and  seemed  to  admire  my 
dress,  which  was  altogether  new  to  them, 
being  a  blue  English  riding-habit,  trimmed 
with  gold,  and  a  hat  with  a  feather.  They 
were  particularly  v/cll  pleased  with  my  hair, 
which  hung  down  to  my  waist,  and  pressed 
me  to  stay  a  fortnight  at  their  house  ;  an  in- 
vitation which  1  was  verj'  much  mortified  at 
being  obliged  to  refuse,  because  my  lord  did 
not  understand  the  French  language.  I  was 
enchanted  with  the  place  and  the  company 
the  women  being  amiable,  and  the  men  polite 
nor  were  they  strangers  to  my  name    an({ 

story  :    for  Mr  S ,  calling  at  the  same 

place  a  few  days  afler,  they  rallied  him  or 
my  account. 

When  wo  arrived  at  Paris,  the  first  thing 
I  did  was  to  metamorphose  myself  into  a 
Frenchwoman.     I  cut  offmy  hnir  hid  a  ven» 
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good  complexion  of  my  own  witli  roufre, 
reconciled  myself  to  powder,  which  I  had 
never  used  before,  put  on  a  rul)e  w  ith  a  laryc 
hoop,  and  went  to  the  Thuilleries,  full  of 
spirits  and  joy  ;  for,  at  that  time,  every  thinjr 
conspired  to  make  luc  happy  :  I  had  health, 
youth,  and  beauty,  love,  vanity,  and  affluence, 
and  found  myself  surrounded  with  diversions, 
wliich  were  gay,  new,  and  agreeable.  My 
appearance  drew  upon  mc  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  company,  wiio  considered  me  as  a 
6tran<,'er,  but  not  a  forei<^ner,  so  completely 
was  1  equipped  in  the  fashion  of  the  French: 
and  when  they  understood  who  i  was,  tliey 
applauded  my  person  with  tht;  most  lavish 
encomiums,  according  to  their  known  polite- 
ness. 

After  having  made  a  circuit  round  all  the 
public  places  of  entertainment  in  Paris,  I 
was  introduced  into  company  by  an  English 
family  residing  in  that  city ;  and,  among 
others,  became  acquainted  with  a  Frencii 
lady,  whose  charms  were  remarkably  attrac- 
tive.    The  duke  of  K was  her  admirer; 

but  she  lived  in  reputation  with  her  mother 
and  an  agreeable  sister,  whose  lover  was  the 

princ£  of  C ,  for  almost  every  lady  in 

France  has  her  aimant. 

With  tills  cliarming  woman,  whose  name 

was  ]\Iad;une  de  la  T ,  I  often  made 

parties  of  pleasure.     The  duke,  Mr  S , 

she,  and  I,  used  to  meet  in  the  Bois  de  Bou- 
ogne,  which  is  a  pleasant  wood  at  a  small 
distance  from  Paris,  wliither  the  company 
•epairs  in  the  summer-season  for  the  benefit 
of  the  air ;  and,  after  having  amused  our- 
selves among  tlie  groves,  embarked  in  his 
grace's  etpiipage,  which  was  extremely  ele- 
gant, being  a  calash  drawn  by  six  fine  long- 
tailed  grays,  adorned  with  ribbons  in  the 
French  taste  ;  and  thus  we  were  conducted 
to  a  little  enchanted,  or  at  least  enchanting, 
palace,  possessed  by  the  duke,  at  one  end  of 
the  town.  Tlie  lower  apartment,  appropriat- 
ed to  me,  was  furnished  with  yellow  and 
silver,  the  bed  surrounded  with  looking- 
elasses,  aud  the  door  opened  into  the  garden, 
laid  out  in  a  cradle  walk,  and  intervening 
parterres  of  roses  and  other  flowers.  Above 
stairs  my  female  companion  lodged  in  a 
chamber  furnished  with  chintz.  We  supped 
al.  together  in  the  saloon,  which,  though 
small,  was  perfectly  elegant.  The  company 
was  always  good  himioured,  the  conversation 
sprightly  and  joyous,  and  the  scene,  though 
often  repeated,  still  delightful  and  enter- 
tain mg. 

At  other  times  Mr  S and  I  used  to 

pass  our  evenings  at  the  palace  of  the  prince 

of  C ,  whicli  his  highness  lent  us  for  our 

accommodation.  The  apartments  opened  into 
the  gardens  of  the  Luxembourg,  and  were, 
in  point  of  magnificence,  suitable  to  the 
owner.  Tiiither  I  used  to  repair  in  a  flam- 
ing equipage,  on  pretence  of  visiting,  and 
spent  the  best  part  of  the  night  with  him  who 
2   D 


was  dearer  to  me  than  all  the  princes  in  tht: 
world, 

\Vlnl<>  I  was  happily  engaged  in  these 
ravishing  parties,  my  little  lord  was  em- 
ployed in  ellorts  to  recover  his  health  by 
restoratives,  and  I  know  not  what:  for  he 
still  .amented  the  enfeebling  etfects  of  his 
l)assion,  and  complained  that  he  loved  me 
more  like  an  angel  than  a  woman,  though  he 
strove  to  govern  his  all'ections  according  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  he 
regulated  his  life  by  the  maxims  of  Charles 
XII.  of  Sweden.  The  meaning  of  this  de- 
claration I  could  never  learn  ;  ami,  indeed, 
I  have  been  often  tempted  to  believe  he  had 
no  meaning  at  all. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  I  found  my  size  visibly 
increasing,  and  my  situation  extremely  un- 
easy, on  account  of  the  perpetual  wrangling 
which  prevailed  betwixt  us,  in  consequence 
of  his  desiring  to  sleep  with  me  again,  after 
we  had  parted  beds  for  the  second  time:  and, 
that  I  might  be  no  longer  exposed  to  such  a 
disagreeable  persecution,  I  resolved  to  leave 
him,  though  at  the  hazard  of  my  life. 

Thus  determined,  I  went  to  the  British 
ambassador  in  a  hackney  coach  ;  and,  in 
ortfer  to  disguise  my  youth,  which  might 
have  prepossessed  him  against  my  judgment, 
mutHed  myself  up  in  a  black  hood,  which 
(as  he  said)  instead  of  lending  an  air  ot 
gravity  to  my  countenance,  added  a  wildness 
to  my  looks,  which  was  far  from  being  dis- 
agreeable. He  had  been  a  gallant  man  in 
his  youth,  and  even  then,  though  well  stricken 
in  years,  was  not  insensible  to  the  power  of 
beauty.  This  disposition,  perhaps,  rendered 
him  more  favourable  to  my  cause,  though  he 
at  ^rst  advised  me  to  return  to  my  husband  ; 
but  finding  me  obstinate,  he  undertook  to 
serve  me  in  my  own  way,  and  procure  a  pro- 
tection from  the  French  king,  by  virtue  of 
which  I  could  live  at  Paris  unmolested  by 
my  lord.  Nevertheless,  he  advised  me  (if  I 
was  determined  to  leave  him)  to  make  the  best 
of  my  way  to  England,  and  sue  for  a  divorce. 

I  relished  his  opinion,  and  concealed  my- 
self about  three  days  in  Paris,  during  which 
I  borrowed  some  linen  ;  for,  as  it  was  im- 
possible to  convey  any  thing  out  of  my  own 
house  without  suspicion,  I  had  neither  clothes 
for  my  accommodation,  nor  a  servant  to  wait 
upon  me. 

In  this  solitary  condition  I  took  the  road 
to  Flanders,  after  I  had  put  my  lord  upon  a 
wrong  scent,  by  writing  a  letter  to  him,  dat- 
ed at  Calais,  and  travelled  through  an  un- 
known country,  without  any  other  allendant 
than  the  postillion,  being  subjected  to  this  in- 
convenience  by  the  laws  of  France,  which 
are  so  severe  in  some  particulars,  that  if 
any  person  had  been  apprehended  with  me, 
ho  would  have  sufiered  death,  for  going  oflf 
with  a  man's  wife  ;  though  any  man  might 
go  to  bed  with  the  same  woman,  without  feoi 
of  incurring  any  legal  punishment. 
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I  proceeded  niglit  and  day  without  inter- 
(iiission,  tJiat  I  mii,rlit  the  sooner  reach  Flan- 
ders, wliere  I  knew  I  should  be  sate  ;  and  as 
the  nights  were  excessively  cold,  I  was  fain 
to  wrap  myself  up  in  flannel,  which  I  bought 
for  the  purpose,  as  I  had  no  clothes  to  keep 
me  warm,  and  travelled  in  an  open  chaise. 
While  we  passed  through  dreary  woods, 
quite  remote  from  the  habitations  of  men,  1 
was  not  without  apprehensions  of  being 
stripped  and  murdered  by  the  postillion  ;  and, 
in  all  probability,  owed  my  safety  to  the  in- 
digence of  my  appearance,  which  might  also 
protect  me  in  two  miserable  places,  where  I 
was  obliged  to  lie,  before  I  got  out  of  the 
territories  of  France  :  for,  as  I  could  not 
reach  the  great  towns  where  I  intended  to 
lodge,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  putting 
up  at  little  wretched  hov,els,  where  no  pro- 
vision was  to  be  had,  but  sour  brown  bread, 
and  sourer  cheese;  and  every  thing  seemed  to 
denote  the  dens  of  despair  and  assassination. 

I  made  shift,  however,  to  subsist  on  this 
lire,  uncomfortable  as  it  was,  confiding  in 
■.he  meanness  of  my  equipage  for  the  security 
of  my  person  ;  and  at  length  arriving  at 
Brussels,  tixed  my  quarters  in  the  Hotel  de 
Flandre  (so  well  known  to  the  English 
since),  where  I  thought  myself  extremely 
happy  in  the  accomplishment  of  my  flight. 

I  had  not  been  two  full  days  in  this  place, 
when  I  was  blessed  with  the  sight  of  my 
lover,  who  followed  me  on  the  wings  of  love, 
in  pursuance  of  the  plan  we  had  projected 
before  my  departure  from  Paris.  Here  we 
concerted  measures  for  proceeding  to  Eng- 
land. I  hired  a  tall  fine  Liegeoise  for  my 
maid;  and,  setting  out  for  Ostend,  we  em- 
barked in  a  vessel,  in  which  Mr  S Jaad 

bespoke  our  passage.  Our  voyage  was  short 
and  prosperous,  and  our  time  most  agreeably 
spent  in  the  company  of  my  dear  partner, 
who  was  a  most  engaging  man  in  all  respects, 

as  I  dare  say  my  lady  O has  since  found 

him. 

I  assumed  a  fictitious  name,  took  private 
lodgings  in  Poland  street,  retained  lawyers, 
and  commenced  a  suit  for  separation  against 
my  lord.  I  communicated  the  reasons  of  my 
elopement  to  my  father,  who  was  shocked 
and  surprised  at  my  conduct,  which  he  con- 
demned with  expressions  of  sorrow  and  re- 
sentment. But  the  step  was  taken ;  nor  did 
I  repent  of  what  I  had  done,  except  on  liis 
account. 

In  the  morning  after  my  arrivaV  at  liOndon, 
I  waited  upon  the  lord-chief-justice,  to  whom 
I  complained  of  the  usage  I  had  received 
from  my  lord,  whose  temper  was  teasing, 
tiresome,  and  intolerably  capricious.  Indeed, 
his  behaviour  was  a  strange  compound  of 
madness  and  folly,  seasoned  with  a  small 
proportion  of  sense :  no  wonder  then  that  I, 
who  am  hot  and  hasty,  should  be  wretched 
under  the  persecution  of  sucli  a  perverse  hu- 
mourist, who  used  to  terrify  mc,  aid  scold  at 


me  the  whole  night  without  intermission,  and 
shake  my  pillow  from  time  to  time,  that  1 
might  not  sleep,  while  he  tormented  mo  wi*h 
his  disagreeable  expostulations.  I  have  be^n 
often  frightened  almost  out  of  my  senses,  at 
seeing  him  convulsed  with  the  moat  un- 
reasonable  passion ;  and  chagrined  to  th« 
highest  degree  of  disgust,  to  find  (by  repeated 
observation)  his  disposition  so  prepobterouSi 
that  his  satisfaction  and  displeasure  never 
depended  upon  the  cause  he  had  to  be  satis- 
fied or  disobliged  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
when  he  had  most  reason  to  be  pt^ased,  he 
was  always  most  discontented,  and  very 
often  in  good  humour,  when  he  i-ad  reason 
enough  for  vexation. 

While  I  lived  in  Poland  street,  I  was  en- 
gaged with  lawyers,  and  so  otlen  visited  by 
my  father,  that  I  could  not  dedicate  my  whole 
time  as  usual  to  my  lover,  nor  Vv'as  it  con- 
venient that  he  should  be  seen  in  my  com- 
pany ;  lie  therefore  took  a  small  house  at 
Camberwell,  whither  I  went  as  often  as  I 
had  an  opportunity;  and  maintained  the  cor- 
respondence with  such  eagerness  and  in- 
dustry, that,  although  I  was  six  months  gone 
with  child,  I  have  often,  by  myself,  set  out 
for  his  habitation,  in  a  hackney-coach,  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and  returned  by  six 
in  the  morning,  that  I  might  be  in  ray  own 
bed  when  my  father  came  to  see  m* ;  for  I 
concealed  my  amour,  as  well  as  the  effects 
of  it,  from  his  knowledge,  and  frequently 
took  water  from  the  bridge,  that  my  motions 
might  not  be  discovered.  Nothing  but  the 
most  passionate  love  could  have  supported 
my  spirits  under  such  vicissitudes  of  fatigue, 
or  enabled  my  admirer  to  spend  whole  days 
by  himself  in  such  a  solitary  retirement. 

By  this  time,  my  lord  was  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, and  employed  in  discovering  the  place 
of  my  retreat ;  so  that  I  lived  in  continual 
alarm,  and  provided  myself  with  a  speaking 
trumpet,  which  stood  by  my  bed-side,  to  be 
used  in  calling  for  assistance,  in  case  my 
pursuer  should  make  an  attack  upon  my 
lodgings. 

This  situation  being  extremely  uncomfort- 
able, I  had  no  sooner  begim  my  process 
against  him,  than  I  put  myself  entirely  under 

tiie  protection  of  Mr  S ,  who  conducted 

me  to  the  house  of  a  friend  of  his  who  lived 
in  the  country,  where  I  was  secure  from  the 
attempts  of  my  husband. 

The  world  had  now  given  me  up,  and  J 
had  renounced  the  world  with  the  most  per- 
fect resignation.  I  weighed  in  my  breast 
what  I  should  lose  in  point  of  character,  with 
what  I  suffered  in  my  peace  at  home,  and 
found  that  my  reputation  was  not  to  bo  pre- 
served, except  at  the  expense  of  my  quiet 
(for  his  lordship  was  not  disposed  to  make  me 
easy,  liad  I  been  ever  so  discreet).  I  there- 
fore determined  to  give  up  a  few  ceremonial 
visits  and  empty  professions,  for  the  more 
substantial  enjoyments  of  life. 
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We  passed  mir  time  very  atrrceably  in 
rarious  amiiscmt'iits  witli  tliis  frieiul  of  Mr 

B ,  until  the  toriii  of  my  rorl<oiiiiitif  was 

almost  expired,  tiieii  returned  to  J^ondon,  and 
look  lodginijs  in  Soutluun|)ton-slrcet,  where 
I  bei,'an  to  make  the  pre|)aralions  for  the  ap- 
proachiuij  occasion.  Here  I  proposed  to  live 
with  the  utmost  circumspection.  I  disjruised 
my  name,  saw  nobody  but  my  lawyer  and 
lover,  and  never  approached  tiie  window,  lest 
I  siiould  be  discovered  by  accident. 

Notwithstanding  these  precautions,  my 
French  maid,  whom  I  had  sent  for  some  of 
my  clothes,  was  doirijed  in  her  return,  and 
next  morniufj  my  lord  took  my  lodf^ings  by 
Btorni.  Had  he  given  the  assault  in  his  own 
person  only,  I  make  no  doubt  but  lie  would 
have  suffered  a  repulse  from  the  opposition 
of  the  Liegeoise,  who  made  all  the  resistance 
in  her  power  ;  but  was  obliged  to  give  way 
to  superior  numbers. 

1  was  at  that  time  a-bed,  aiul  hearing  an 
unusual  noise  below,  rung  my  bell,  in  order  to 
know  the  cause  of  such  disturbance.  I  drew 
my  curtain  at  the  same  time,  and  who  should 
I  sec  entering  my  chamber  but  his  lordship, 
attended  by  a  constable,  and  t!ie  footman 
who  had  discovered  my  retreat ! 

Such  an  unexpected  visit  could  not  fail  to 
affect  me  with  surprise  and  consternation  : 
however,  I  summoned  all  my  fortitude  to  my 
aid,  and  perceiving  the  fellows  were  about  to 
open  my  window-shutters,  desired  their  prin- 
cii)al  to  order  them  down  stairs.  He  readily 
complied  witii  my  request,  and  sitting  down 
by  my  bedside,  told  me  witii  an  air  of  triumph, 
that  ho  had  found  me  at  last ;  and  I  frankly 
owned,  that  I  was  heartily  sorry  for  his  suc- 
cess. Instead  of  ui)braiding  me  with  my 
escape,  he  proceeded  to  entertain  me  with 
al!  the  news  in  town,  and  gave  me  a  minute 
detail  of  every  thing  that  happened  to  him 
since  our  parting  ;  among  other  articles  of 
intelligence,  giving  me  to  understand,  that 

he  had  ciiallenged  Mr  S ,  who  refused  to 

fight  him,  and  was  in  disgrace  with  the  prince 
of  W on  that  account. 

But  here  his  lordship  did  not  strictly  ad- 
here to  the  naked  truth  :  he  had  indeed,  be- 
fore our  departure  from  the  country,  gone  to 
my  lover,  and  insisted  upon  having  satis- 
faction in  Hyde  Park,  two  days  from  the 
date  of  his  demand,  and  at  three  o'clock  in 

the   aflernoon  ;    S ,  believing   him  in 

earnest,  accepted  the  invitation  ;  though  he 
observed,  that  these  affairs  could  not  be  dis- 
cussed too  soon,  and  wished  the  time  of  meet- 
ijig  might  be  at  an  earlier  hour.  But  his 
.ordship  did  not  choose  to  alter  the  circum- 
stances of  his  first  proposal ;  and,  when  ho 
went  away,  said  he  should  expect  him  at  the 
appointed  time  and  place,  if  it  did  not  rain. 

His  antagonist  gave  me  an  account  of  the 
conversation,  when  I  assured  him  the  whole 
business  would  end  in  smoke.  Accordingly, 
my  lord  Bcnt  him   a  letter  on  Monday,  de- 


siring that  the  assignation  nnght  be  deferred 
till   Thursday,  that   he  migitt  have   time  to 

settle  his  alfairs,  and  pay  S a  hundred 

pounds,  which  he  had  formerly  borrowed  of 
him.  When  Thursday  came,  he  was  favour- 
ed with  another  episth^  importing,  that  the 
challenger  had  changed  his  mind,  and  would 
seek  satisfaction  at  law.  Thus  ended  that 
heroic  exploit,  which  his  lordship  now  boast- 
ed of  with  such  arrogant  misrepresentation. 

Whilst  he  regaled  me  with  these  interest- 
ing particulars,  1  was  contriving  a  scheme  to 
frustrate  the  discovery  he  had  made ;  so  that 
I  did  not  contradict  his  assertions,  but  told 
him,  that,  if  ho  would  go  down  stairs,  I 
would  rise  and  come  to  breakfast.  He  con- 
sented to  this  j)roposa!  witli  great  cheerful- 
ness ;  and  I  own  1  was  not  a  little  surprised 
to  find  him,  at  this  first  interview,  in  as  good 
a  humour  as  if  nothing  had  happened  to  in- 
terrupt the  felicity  of  our  matrimonial  union. 

It  cost  me  some  invention  to  conceal  my 
condition  from  his  notice,  being  now  within 
a  week  of  the  expected  crisis  ;  but  I  knew  I 
had  to  do  with  a  man  of  no  great  penetration, 
and  succeeded  in  my  attempt  accordingly. 
We  breakfasted  with  great  harmony,  and  I 
invited  him  to  dinner,  after  having  ])revai'ed 
upon  him  to  send  away  his  myrmidon.s 
whom,  nevertheless,  he  ordered  to  return  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  night.  We  conversed  to- 
gether with  great  gaiety  and  mirth.  When 
I  rallied  him  for  visiting  me  in  such  a  dis- 
habile,  he  stood  a  lip-toe  to  view  himself  in 
the  glass  ;  and,  owning  I  was  in  the  right, 
said  he  would  go  and  dress  himself  before 
dinner. 

He  accordingly  went  away,  charging  my 
maid  to  give  him  entrance  at  liis  return;  and 
he  was  no  sooner  gone  than  I  wrote  to  Mr 

S ,  giving  him  an  account  of  what  had 

happened.  Then,  without  having  determin- 
ed upon  any  certain  plan,  I  huddled  on  rny 
clothes,  muflled  myself  up,  and  calling  ?. 
chair,  went  to  the  next  tavern,  where  I  staid 
no  longer  than  was  sullicient  to  change  my 
vehicle  ;  and,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
drawers,  who  could  not  conceive  the  meaning 
of  my  perturbation,  proceeded  to  a  shop 
in  the  neighbourhood,  where  I  dismissed 
my  second  chair,  and  procured  a  hackney 
coach,  in  which  I  repaired  to  the  lodgings  of 
my  lawyer,  w^horn  I  could  trust.  Having 
made  him  acquainted  with  the  circumstanceu 
of  my  distress,  and  consulted  him  about  a 
proper  place  of  retreat,  after  some  recol 
lection,  he  directed  me  to  a  little  house  in  a 
court,  to  which,  by  the  assistance  of  my 
lover,  my  woman  and  clothes  were  safely 
conveyed  that  same  evening. 

My  lord,  however,  came  to  dinner,  at.- 
cording  to  invitation,  and  did  not  seem  at  all 
alarmed  when  my  maid  told  him  I  was  gone, 
but  stepped  to  my  lawyer,  to  know  if  he 
thought  I  should  return.  Upon  his  answer 
ing  in  the  affirmative,  and  advising  iiia  lord 
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Bhip  to  go  back  in  tlie  meiin  time,  and  eat 
the  dinner  I  Jiad  pr:j/ided,  he  very  deliber- 
ately took  his  advice,  made  a  very  hearty 
meal,  drank  his  bottle  of  wine,  and,  as  I  did 
not  return  according  to  his  expectation, 
withdrew,  in  order  to  consult  his  associates. 

This  motion  of  his  furnished  my  woman 
with  an  opportunity  of  making  her  retreat ; 
and,  when  he  returned  at  night,  the  coast 
was  clear,  and  he  found  nobody  in  the  house 
but  a  porter,  who  had  been  left  to  take  care 
of  the  furniture.  He  was  so  enraged  at  this 
disappointment,  that  he  made  a  furious  noise, 
which  raised  the  whole  neighbourhood,  rein- 
forced his  crew  wn'th  the  authority  of  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  tarried  in  the  street  till  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  discharged  a  lodging 
he  had  hired  at  a  barber's  shop  opposite  to 
the  house  from  which  I  had  escaped,  and  re- 
tired with  the  comfortable  reflection  of  having 
done  every  thing  which  man  could  do  to  re- 
trieve me. 

The  hurry  of  spirits  and  surprise  I  had 
undergone  in  effecting  this  retreat,  produced 
such  a  disorder  in  my  constitution,  that  I 
began  to  fear  I  should  be  delivered  before  I 
could  be  provided  with  necessaries  for  the 
occasion.  I  signified  my  apprehension  to 
Mr  S ,  who,  with  infinite  care  and  con- 
cern, endeavoured  to  find  a  more  convenient 
place  ;  and,  after  all  his  inquiries,  was  oblig- 
ed to  fix  upon  a  paltry  apartment  in  the  city, 
though  his  tenderness  was  extremely  sliock- 
cd  at  the  necessity  of  choosing  it.  However, 
there  was  no  remedy,  nor  time  to  be  lost:  to 
this  miserable  habitation  I  was  carried  in  a 
hackney  coach  ;  and,  though  extremely  ill, 
bore  my  fate  with  spirit  and  resignation,  in 
testimony  of  my  sincere  and  indelible  at- 
tachment to  my  lover,  for  whose  ease  and 
pleasure  I  could  have  suffered  every  incon- 
venience, and  even  sacrificed  my  life. 

Immediately  after  I  had  taken  possession 
of  my  wretched  apartment,  I  was  constrained 
by  my  indisposition  to  go  to  bed,  and  send 
for  necessary  help  ;  and  in  a  few  hours  a 
living  pledge  of  my  love  and  indiscretion 
saw  the  light,  though  the  terrors  and  fatigue 
I  had  undergone  had  affected  this  little  "in- 
nocent so  severely,  that  it  scarce  discovered 
any  visible  signs  of  life. 

My  grief  at  this  misfortune  was  inexpress- 
ible :  I  fortiiwith  despatched  a  message  to 
the  dear,  the  anxious  father,  who  flew  to  my 
arms,  and  shared  my  sorrow,  with  all  the 
gentleness  of  love  and  parental  fondness ; 
yet  our  fears  were  (for  that  time)  happily 
disappointed  by  the  recovery  of  our  infant 
daughter,  who  was  committed  to  the  charge 
of  a  nurse  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  so  tliat  I 
could  every  day  be  satisfied  in  my  inquiries 
about  her  health.  Thus  I  continued  a  whole 
fortnight  in  a  state  of  happiness  and  tran- 
quillity, being  blessed  with  the  conversation 
and  tender  offices  of  my  admirer,  whose  love 
nnd   attention   I   whollv   enjrrossv^d.      In   a 


word,  he  gave  up  all  business  and  amusement,, 
and  concentered  all  his  care  and  assiduity  in 
ministering  to  my  ease  and  satisfaction.  And 
sure  I  had  no  cause  to  regret  what  I  had  Suf- 
fered on  his.account. 

But  this  my  agreeable  siluaiion  wa<3  one 
day  disturbed  by  a  most  alarming  accident, 
by  which  my  life  was  drawn  into  immineni 
danger.  The  room  under  my  bed-chamber 
took  fire  ;  1  immediately  smelled  it,  and  saw 
the  people  about  me  in  the  utmost  perplexity 
and  consternation,  though  they  would  not 
own  the  true  cause  of  their  confusion,  lest 
my  health  should  suffer  in  the  fright.  Never- 
theless,  I  was  so  calm  in  my  inquiries,  that 
they  ventured  to  tell  me  my  suspicion  was 
but  too  just :  upon  which  I  gave  such  di- 
rections as  I  thought  would  secure  me  from 
catching  cold,  in  case  there  should  be  a  ne- 
cessity for  removing  me  ;  but  the  fire  being 
happily  extinguished,  I  escaped  that  cere- 
mony, which  might  have  cost  me  my  life. 
Indeed  it  was  surprising  that  the  agitation 
of  my  spirits  did  not  produce  some  fatal  ef- 
fect upon  my  constitution ;  and  I  looked 
upon  my  deliverance  as  the  protection  of  a 
particular  providence. 

Though  I  escaped  the  hazard  of  a  sudden 
removal,  I  found  it  was  high  time  to  change 
my  lodgings,  because  the  neighbours,  rushing 
into  the  house,  upon  the  alarm  of  fire,  had 
discovered  my  situation,  though  they  were 
ignorant  of  my  name ;  and  I  did  not  think 
myself  safe  in  being  the  subject  of  their  con- 
jectures. Mr  S ,  therefore,  procured  an- 
other apartment,  with  better  accommodation, 
to  which  I  was  carried,  as  soon  as  my  health 
would  admit  of  my  removal ;  and  soon  after 
my  lord  wrote  to  me  by  the  hands  of  my  law- 
yer, earnestly  entreating  me  to  drop  my  pro- 
secution, and  come  home.  But  I  would  not 
comply  with  his  request;  and  nothing  was 
farther  from  my  intention  than  the  desire  of 
receiving  any  favours  at  his  hands. 

Thus  repulsed,  he  set  on  foot  a  most  ac- 
curate search  for  my  person  ;  in  the  course 
of  which  he  is  said  to  have  detected  several 
ladies  and  young  girls,  who  had  reasons  for 
keeping  themselves  concealed  ;  and  had  like 
to  have  been  very  severely  handled  for  his 
impertinent  curiosity.  Being  unsuccessful 
in  all  his  attempts,  he  entered  into  a  treaty 

with  one  Sir  R —  H ,  a  person  of  a  very 

indifferent  character,  who  undertook  to  fur- 
nish him  with  an  infallible  expedient  to  dis- 
cover the  place  of  my  abode,  if  he  would  gra- 
tify him  with  a  bond  for  a  thousand  pounds ; 
which  being  executed  accordingly,  this  wor- 
thy knight  advertised  me  and  my  maid  in  the 
public  papers,  offering  one  hundred  pound3 
as  a  reward  to  any  person  who  should  dis 
close  the  place  of  our  retirement. 

As  soon  as  the  paper  fell  into  my  hands,  I 
was  again  involved  in  perplexity;  and,  being 
afraid  of  staying  in  town,  resolved,  with  thf 
concurrence  of  my  lover,  to  accept  of  an  in- 
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»'ilation  I  liaii  rt'coivL'd  troiii  tlio  iltiUe  of 
K ,  who  had  hy  this  lane  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, with  tliat  huly  wlioin  I  have  already 
irenlioned  as  one  of  our  parties  at  Paris. 
Having  visited  my  httle  infant,  I  next  day  set 
out  for  tlie  duke's  country  seat,  wliicli  is  a 
most  elegant  chateau,  and  stands  in  a  ciiarm- 

ing  situation  :    Mr  S followed  in  a  few 

days.  We  met  with  avery  cordial  reception  ; 
nis  gr«ce  was  civil  and  good-natured,  lived 

nobly,  and  loved  pleasure  ;  Madame  la  T 

was  formed  to  please ;  there  was  always  a 
great  deal  of  good  company  in  the  house;  so 
that  we  passed  our  time  agreeably  in  playing 
at  billiards  and  cards,  huntnig,  walking,  read- 
ing, and  conversation. 

But  my  terms  of  happiness  were  generally 
of  short  duration.  In  the  midst  of  this  felicity 
I  was  overtaken  by  a  most  severe  affliction, 
in  the  death  of  my  dear  hapless  infant,  who 
had  engrossed  a  greater  share  of  my  tender- 
ness than  perhaps  I  even  should  have  paid 
to  the  offspring  of  a  legitimate  contract; 
because  the  circumstance  of  her  birth  would 
have  been  an  insurmountable  misfortune  to 
her  through  the  whole  course  of  her  life,  and 
rendered  her  absolutely  dependent  on  my 
love  and  protection. 

While  I  still  lamented  the  untimely  fate 

of  this  fair  blossom,  Lord  came  down 

and  demanded  me  as  his  wife  ;  but  the  suit 
which  I  then  maintained  against  him  depriv- 
ed him,  for  the  present,  of  a  husband's 
right ;  and  therefore  the  duke  would  not  de- 
liver me  into  his  liands. 

In  six  months  he  repeated  his  visit  and 
demand  ;  and  an  agreement  was  patched  up, 
in  consequence  of  which  I  consented  to  live 
in  the  same  house  with  him,  on  condition 
that  he  should  never  desire  to  sleep  with  me, 
or  take  any  otlier  measure  to  disturb  my 
peace ;  otherwise  I  should  be  at  liberty  to 
leave  him  again,  and  entitled  to  the  provision 
of  a  separate  maintenance.  To  these  ar- 
ticles I  a.ssented,  by  the  advice  of  my  law- 
yers, with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  payment 
of  my  pin-money,  which  I  had  never  receiv- 
ed since  our  parting,  but  subsisted  on  the 
sale  of  my  jewels,  which  were  very  consider- 
able, and  had  been  presented  to  me  with  full 
power  of  alienation.  As  to  my  lover,  he 
had  no  fortune  to  support  me  ;  and  for  that 
reason  I  was  scrupulously  cautious  of  aug- 
menting his  e.\pen.-<e. 

We  had  now  enjoyed  each  other's  compa- 
ny for  three  years,  during  which  our  mutual 
passion  had  sutVered  no  abatement,  nor  had 
my  happiness  been  mixed  with  any  consider- 
able alloy,  except  that  late  stroke  of  pro- 
vidence which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and 
the  reflection  of  the  sorrow  that  my  conduct 
had  entailed  upon  my  dear  father,  whom  I 
loved  beyond  expression,  and  whom  nothing 
could  have  compelled  me  to  disoblige,  but  a 
more  powerful  flame,  that  prevailed  over 
8very  other  consideration.     As  I  was   now 


forced  to  break  off  this  enchanting  corres- 
pondence, it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  our 
parting  cost  us  the  most  acute  sensations  of 
grief  and  disajjpointment.  However,  there 
was  no  remedy:  I  tore  myself  from  his  arms, 
took  my  leave  of  the  family,  atler  having  ac- 
knowledged my  obligations  to  the  duke,  and 
set  out  for  the  place  of  rendezvous,  where  i 
was  met  by  my  lord,  attended  by  a  steward 
whom  he  hud  lately  engaged,  and  who  wa.s 
one  chief  cause  of  our  future  separations. 
My  lord,  having  quitted  his  house  in  town, 
conducted  me  to  his  lodgings  in  Pali-Mall, 
and  insisted  upon  sleeping  with  me  the  first 
night;  but  I  refused  to  gratify  his  desire,  on 
the  authority  of  our  agreement. 

Tliis  disjiutc  produced  a  quarrel,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  I  attempted  to  leave  the 
house.  He  eiideavourng  to  prevent  my  re- 
treat, I  fairly  locked  h.ji  in,  ran  down  stairs, 
and,  calling  a  hackney  coach,  made  the  best 
of  my  way  into  the  city,  to  my  father's  lodg- 
ings, where  I  lay,  the  family  being  in  town, 
though  he  himself  was  in  the  country.  I 
wrote  to  him  immediately;  and,  when  he 
came  to  London,  declared  my  intention  of 
separating  from  my  lord;  in  which,  seeing 
me  obstinate  and  determined,  he  at  length 
acquiesced,  and  a  formal  separation  accord- 
ingly ensued,  which  at  that  time  I  thought 
binding  and  immutable. 

I  was  now  sheltered  under  the  wings  ol  ai; 
indulgent  father,  who  had  taken  me  into 
favour  again,    on    the   supposition   that  my 

commerce  with  Mr  S was  absolutely  at 

an  end.  Nevertheless,  though  we  had  separ- 
ated, in  all  appearance,  for  ever,  we  had  pre- 
viously agreed  to  maintain  our  correspondence 
in  private  interviews,  which  should  escape 
the  notice  of  the  world,  with  which  I  was 
again  obliged  to  keep  some  measures. 

Our  parting  at  the  duke  of  K 's  house 

in  the  country  was  attended  with  all  the 
genuine  marks  of  sincere  and  reciprocal  af- 
fection, and  I  lived  in  the  sweet  hope  of 
seeing  him  again,  in  all  the  transport  of  his 
former  passion,  when  my  lawyer,  who  re- 
ceived my  letters,  brought  me  a  billet  one 
night,  just  as  I  had  gone  to  bed.     Seeing  the 

superscription    of    S 's    handwriting,     1 

opened  it  with  all  the  impatience  of  an 
absent  lover  ;  but  how  shall  I  describe  the 
astonishment  and  consternation  with  which 
I  was  seized,  when  [  perused  the  contents  ! 
Instead  of  the  most  tender  vows  and  pro- 
testations, this  fatal  epistle  began  with, 
Madarn,  the  best  thiriff  you  can  do  is  t« 
return  to  your  father ;  or  some  cold  and 
killing  expression  to  that  effect. 

Heaven  and  earth!  what  did  I  feel  at  this 
dire  conjuncture !  The  light  forsook  my  eyes, 
a  cold  sweat  bedewed  my  limbs,  und  I  wae 
overwhelmed  with  such  a  torrent  of  sorrow 
and  surprise,  that  every  body  present  believed 
I  would  have  died  under  the  violent  agitation. 
They  endeavoured  to  support  my  spirits  with 
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repeated  draughls  of  strong  liquor,  wliich 
had  no  sensible  effect  upon  my  constitution, 
though  for  eight  whole  years  I  had  drank 
nothing  stronger  than  water ;  and  I  must 
have  infallibly  perished  in  the  first  ecstasy  of 
my  grief,  had  it  not  made  its  way  in  a  fit  of 
tears  and  exclamation,  in  which  [  continued 
dl  night,  to  the  amazement  of  the  family, 
whom  my  condition  had  alarmed,  and  raised 
from  their  repose.  My  father  was  the  only 
person  who  guessed  tiie  cause  of  my  af- 
fliction ;  he  said  he  was  sure  I  had  received 
eome  ill  usage  in  a  letter  or  message  from 

that  rascal  S (so  he  termed  him  in  the 

bitterness  of  passion). 

At  mention  of  tliat  name  my  agony  re- 
doubled to  such  a  degree,  that  all  who  were 
present  wept  at  sight  of  my  deplorable  con- 
dition. My  poor  father  shed  a  flood  of  tears, 
and  conjured  me  to  tell  him  the  cause  of  my 
disquiet  ;  upon  which,  rather  than  confess 
the  truth,  I  amused  his  concern,  by  pretend- 
ing that  my  lover  was  ill.  The  whole  family 
having  staid  by  me  till  I  was  a  little  more 
composed,  left  me  to  the  care  of  my  maid, 
who  put  me  into  bed  about  si.x  in  the  morning, 
but  I  enjoyed  no  rest ;  I  revolved  every 
circumstance  of  my  conduct,  endeavouring 
to  find  out  the  cause  of  this  fatal  change  in 

S 's  disposition  ;  and  as  I  could  recollect 

nothing  which  could  justly  give  ofl^ence,  con- 
cluded that  some  malicious  person  had  abused 
his  ears  with  stories  to  my  prejudice. 

With  this  conjecture  I  got  up,  and  sent 
my  lawyer  to  him  with  a  letter,  wherein  I 
insisted  upon  seeing  him,  that  I  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  juj^tifying  myself  in  person: 
a  task  which  would  be  easily  performed,  as  I 
had  never  offended,  but  in  loving  too  well. 
I  waited  with  the  most  anxious  impatience 
for  the  return  of  my  messenger,  who  brought 
me  an  answer  couched  in  the  coldest  terms 
of  civility  which  indifference  could  dictate; 
acknowledging,  however,  that  he  had  nothing 
to  lay  to  my  charge,  but  that  it  was  for  the 
good  of  us  both  we  should  part.  He  ought 
to  have  reflected  on  that  before,  not  after  I 
had  sacrificed  my  all  for  his  love  ;  I  was  well 
nigh  distrai;ted  by  this  confirmation  of  his 
inconstancy  ;  and  I  wonder  to  this  day  how 
I  retained  the  use  of  my  reason  under  such 
circumstances  of  horror  and  despair  !  My 
grief  laid  aside  all  decorum  and  restraint ;    I 

told  my  father  that  S was   dying,  and 

that  I  would  visit  him  with  all  expedition. 

Startled  at  the  proposal,  this  careful  parent 
demonstrated  the  fatal  consequence  of  such 
an  unguarded  step,  reminded  me  of  the  dif- 
ficulty with  which  he  had  prevailed  upon  my 
mother  and  uncle  to  forgive  my  former  im- 
prudence, observed  that  his  intention  was  to 
carry  me  into  the  country  next  day,  in  order 
to  effect  a  perfect  reconciliation  ;  but  now  I 
was  on  the  brink  of  forfeiting  all  pretensions 
lo  tlieir  regard,  by  committing  anotlier  fatal 
prror,  which  could  not  oossiblv  be  retrieved  ; 


and  that,  for  his  part,  \/hatever  panes  it 
might  cost  him,  he  was  resolved  to  banish 
me  from  his  sight  for  ever. 

While  he  uttered  this  declaration,  tlid 
tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks,  and  he  seem- 
ed overwhelmed  with  the  keenest  sorrow  and 
mortification  ;  so  it  may  be  easily  conceived 
what  were  the  impressions  of  my  grief,  rein- 
forced  with  the  atiiiction  of  a  father  whom  I 
dearly  loved,  and  the  consciousness  of  being 
the  cause  of  all  his  disquiet  !  I  vvas  struck 
dumb  with  remorse  and  woe;  and,  when  I 
recovered  the  use  of  speech,  1  told  him  how 
sensible  I  was  of  his  great  goodness  and 
humanity,  and  owned  how  little  I  deserved 
his  favour  and  affection  :  that  the  sense  of 
my  own  unworthiness  was  one  cause  of  my 
present  distraction  ;  for  such  was  the  con- 
dition of  my  fate,  that   I   must  either  see 

S or  die.     I  said,  though  I  could  not 

expect  his  forgiveness,  I  was  surely  worthy 
of  his  compassion  ;  that  nothing  but  the 
most  irresistible  passion  could  have  misled 
me  at  the  first  from  my  duty,  or  tempted  me 
to  incur  the  least  degree  of  his  displeasure  ; 
that  the  same  fatal  influence  still  prevailed, 
and  would,  in  all  probability,  continue  to 
the  grave,  which  was  the  only  abode  in 
which  I  hoped  for  peace. 

While  I  expressed  myself  in  this  manner, 
my  dear  good  father  wept  with  the  most 
tender  sympathy,  and,  saying  I  might  do  as  1 
pleased,  for  he  had  done  with  me,  quitted 
the  room,  leaving  me  to  the  cruel  sensations 
of  my  own  heart,  which  almost  bursted  with 
anguish,  upbraiding  me  with  a  fault  which  I 
could  not  help  committing. 

I  immediately  hired  a  chariot  and  six,  and 
would  have  set  out  by  myself,  had  not  my 
father's  affection,  which  all  my  errors  could 
not  efface,  provided  an  attendant.  He  saw 
me  quite  delirious  and  desperate  ;  and  there- 
fore engaged  a  relation  of  my  own  to  ac- 
company and  take  care  of  me  in  this  rash 
expedition. 

During  this  journey,  which  lasted  two 
days,  I  felt  no  remission  of  grief  and  anxiety, 
but  underwent  the  most  intolerable  sorrow 
and  suspense  :  at  kst  we  arrived  at  a  little 
house  called  the  Hut,  on  Salisbury  plain, 
where,  in  the  most  frantic  agitation,  I  wrote 

a  letter  to  S ,  describing  the  miserable 

condition  to  which  I  was  reduced  by  his  un- 
kindaoss,  and  desiring  to  see  him  with  the 
most  earnest  solicitations. 

This  billet  I  committed  to  the  care  of  mj 
attendant,  and  laid  strong  injunctions  upon 

him  to  tell  Mr  S my  injuries  were  so 

great,  and  my  despair  so  violent,  that,  if  he 
did  not  favour  me  with  a  visit,  I  would  go  to 
him,  though  at  his  sister's  house,  where  he 
then  was. 

He  received  my  message  with  great  cold- 
ness, and  told  my  friend,  that  if  I  would 
return  to  London  without  insisting  unon  the 
interview  I  demanded,  he  would,  in  a  little 
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.line,  follow  nie  to  town,  and  every  thing 
blioulil  be  amicably  adjusted  ;  but  when  the 
messon<fcr  assured  him  that  I  was  too  much 
transported  with  firicf  to  hear  of  such  a 
j)io()osa!,  he  consented  to  meet  me  in  the 
middle  of  Salisbury  plain,  that  we  might 
avi'id  ail  observation :  and  though  I  was 
little  able  to  walk,  I  set  out  on  foot  for  tiic 
place  of  assignation,  my  companion  follow- 
ing at  a  small  distance. 

Wht-n  1  saw  him  leading  liis  horse  down 
the  hill,  I  collected  all  my  t'ortitude,  and  ad- 
vanced to  liim  with  all  the  speed  I  could 
exert ;  but  when  I  made  an  eti'ort  to  speak, 
my  tongue  denied  its  otfice  ;  and  so  lively 
was  the  expression  of  unutterable  sorrow  in 
my  countenance,  that  his  heart  (hard  as  it 
was)  melted  at  sight  of  my  sutlerings,  which 
he  well  knew  proceeded  from  the  sincerity 
of  my  love.  At  length  I  recovered  the  use 
of  speech  enough  to  tell  him,  that  I  was 
come  to  take  my  leave ;  and  when  I  would 
have  proceeded,  my  voice  failed  me  again  ; 
but,  after  a  considerable  pause,  I  found 
means,  with  great  difficulty,  to  let  him  know 
how  sensible  I  was  of  my  own  incapacity 
to  retrieve  his  lost  affections  ;  but  that  I  was 
willing  (if  possible)  to  retain  his  esteem,  of 
which,  could  I  be  assured,  I  would  endeavour 
to  compose  myself;  that  I  was  determined 
to  leave  the  kingdom,  because  I  could  not 
bear  the  sight  of  those  places  where  we  had 
been  so  happy  in  our  mutual  love  ;  and  that, 
till  my  departure,  I  hoped  he  would  visit  me 
sometimes,  that  I  might,  by  degrees,  wean 
myself  from  his  company  ;  for  I  should  not 
be  able  to  survive  the  shock  of  being  depriv- 
ed of  him  all  at  once. 

This  address  may  seem  very  humble  to  an 
unconcerned  observer;  but  love  will  tame  the 
proudest  disposition,  as  plainly  appeared  in 
my  case ;  for  I  had  naturally  as  much  spirit, 
or  more,  than  the  generality  of  people  have. 

Mr  S was  so  much  confounded  at  the 

manner  of  my  behaviour,  that  he  scarce 
knew  what  answer  to  make ;  for  (as  he  after- 
wards owned)  he  expected  to  hear  himself 
upbraided;  but  he  was  not  proof  agauist  my 
tenderness.  After  some  hesitation,  he  said, 
he  never  meant  to  forsake  me  entirely  ;  that 
his  affection  was  still  unimpaired,  and  that 
lie  would  follow  me  directly  to  London.  I 
imposed  upon  myself,  and  believed  what  he 
Baid,  because  I  could  not  bear  to  think  of 
parting  with  him  for  ever,  and  returned  to 
town  in  a  more  tranquil  state  of  mind  than 
t}iat  in  wliicii  I  had  left  my  father,  though 
my  heart  was  far  from  being  at  ease  ;  my 
fears  being  ingenious  enough  to  foresee,  that 
I  should  never  be  able  to  overcome  his  in- 
difference. 

I  took  lodgings  in  Mount-street ;  and  my 
maid  having  disposed  of  herself  in  marriage, 
hired  another,  who  supplied  her  place  very 
much  to  my  satisfaction  :  she  was  a  good 
girl,  liad  a  particular  attachment  to  mc  and, 
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for  many  years,  during  which  she  lived  in 
iny  service,  was  iiulefatigabjy  assiduous  ir 
contributing  to  my  ease,  or  rather  in  allevi- 
ating my  alHiction  :    for  though  S came 

up  to  town  according  to  promise,  and  renew- 
ed a  sort  of  correspondence  with  me  for  tli'j 
space  of  tive  months,  his  complaisance  would 
extend  no  farther  ;  and  he  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  Jie  had  determined  to  go  abroad 
with  Mr  V^ ;  whom  he  accordingly  ac- 
companied in  his  embassy  to  1) n. 

I  understood  the  real  cause  of  this  expedi- 
tion, which,  notwithstanding  his  oaths  and 
protestations  of  unabated  love  and  regard,  I 
construed  into  a  palpable  mark  of  dislike  and 
disrespect:  nor  could  the  repeated  assurances 
I  received  from  him  in  letters  mitigate  th'j 
anguish  and  mortification  that  preyed  upon 
my  heart.  I  therefore  gave  up  all  liopes  of 
recovering  the  happiness  I  had  lost :  I  told 
him  on  the  eve  of  his  departure,  that  he  might 
exercise  his  gallantry  a  great  while,  before 
he  would  meet  with  my  fellow  in  point  of 
sincerity  and  love  ;  for  I  would  rather  have 
been  a  servant  in  his  house,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  seeing  him.  than  the  queen  of  England 
debarred  of  that  pleasure. 

When  he  took  his  leave,  and  went  down 
stairs,  I  shrunk  at  every  step  he  made,  as  if 
a  new  wound  had  been  inflicted  upon  me  ; 
and  when  I  heard  the  door  shut  behind  him, 
my  heart  died  within  me.  (I  had  the  satis- 
faction to  hear  afterwards,  he  lamented  the 
loss  of  me  prodigiously,  and  that  he  had  never 
been  so  happy  since).  I  sat  down  to  write 
a  letter,  in  which  I  forgave  his  iudilference, 
because  I  knew  the  atfections  are  altogether 
involuntary,  and  wished  him  all  the  happiness 
he  deserved.  I  then  walked  up  and  down 
the  room  in  the  most  restless  anxiety,  was 
put  to  bed  by  my  maid,  rose  at  six,  mounted 
my  horse,  and  rode  forty  miles,  in  order  to 
fatigue  myself,  that  I  might  next  night  enjoy 
some  repose.  This  exercise  I  daily  under- 
went for  months  together;  and  when  it  did 
not  answer  my  purpose,  I  used  to  walk  round 
Hyde  I'ark  in  the  evening,  when  the  place 
was  quite  solitary  and  unvisited  by  any  other 
human  creature. 

In  the  course  of  this  melancholy  perambu 
lation,  I  was  one  day  accosted  by  a  very  great 
man,  who,  after  the   first  salutation,  asked 

whether  or  not  my  intercourse  with  S 

was  at  an  end?  and  if  I  had  any  allowance 
from  my  husband  ?  To  the  first  of  these  ques- 
tions I  replied  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  to  tlio 
last  answered,  that  my  lord  did  not  allow  me 
a  great  deal — indeed  I  might  have  truly  said 
nothing  at  all ;  but  I  was  too  proud  to  own 
my  indigence.  He  then  expressed  his  won. 
der,  how  one  like  me,  who  had  been  used  to 
splendour  and  affluence  from  my  cradle,  could 
make  shift  to  live  in  my  present  narrow  cir- 
cumstances ;  and,  when  I  told  him  that  I  could 
make  a  very  good  shift,  so  I  had  peace,  Ik; 
seemed  to  lament   my    situation,    and  vi-t« 
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kindly  invited  me  to  sup  witli  his  wife  at  Jiis 
house.  I  accepted  the  invitation,  witiiout 
any  apprehension  of  the  consequence  ;  and, 
when  I  went  to  the  place,  was  introduced 
into  an  apartment  magnificently  lighted  up 
(I  suppose)  for  my  reception. 

After  I  had  staid  alone  for  some  time  in 
this  mysterious  situation,  without  seeing  a 
living  soul,  my  inviter  appeared,  and  said,  he 
hoped  I  would  not  take  it  amiss  that  he  and 
I  were  to  sup  by  ourselves,  as  he  had  some- 
thing to  say,  which  could  not  be  so  properly 
communicated  before  company  or  servants. 
I  then,  for  the  first  time,  perceived  his  drift, 
to  my  no  small  surprise  and  indignation  ;  and, 
with  evident  marks  of  displeasure,  told  him, 
I  was  sure  he  had  nothing  to  propose  that 
would  be  agreeable  to  my  inclination,  and 
that  I  would  immediately  leave  the  house  ; 
upon  which  he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  I 
could  not  possibly  retire,  because  he  had  sent 
away  my  chair,  and  all  his  servants  were  dis- 
posed to  obey  his  orders. 

Incensed  at  this  declaration,  which  I  con- 
sidered as  an  insult,  I  answered  with  an  air 
of  resolution — it  was  very  well ;  I  despised 
his  contrivance,  and  was  afraid  of  nobody. 
Seeing  me  thus  alarmed,  he  assured  me  I  had 
no  reason  to  be  afraid  ;  that  he  nad  loved  rue 
long,  and  could  find  no  other  opportunity  of 

declaring  his  passion.     He  said,  the  q 

had  told  him  that  Lord had  renewed  his 

addresses  to  me  ;  and  as  he  understood  from 
my    own  mouth,    my    correspondence   with 

S was  absolutely  broken  off,  he  thought 

himself  as  well  entitled  as  another  to  my 
regard.  In  conclusion,  he  told  rne,  that  I 
might  command  his  pu'.se,  and  that  he  had 
power  enough  to  bring  me  into  the  world 
again  with  eclat.  To  these  advances  I  re- 
plied, that  he  was  very  much  mistaken  in 
his  opinion  of  my  character,  if  he  imagined  I 
was  to  be  won  by  any  temptations  of  fortune 
— and  very  frankly  declared,  that  I  would 
rather  give  myself  to  a  footman,  than  sell 
myself  to  a  prince. 

Supper  being  served,  we  sat  down  together, 
but  I  would  neither  eat  nor  drink  any  thing 
except  a  little  bread  and  water ;  for  I  was  an 
odd  whimsical  girl,  and  it  came  into  my  head, 
that  he  might  perhaps  have  mixed  something 
in  the  victuals  or  wine,  which  would  alter  my 
way  of  thinking.  In  short,  finding  himself 
baffled  in  all  his  endeavours,  he  permitted  me 
about  twelve  o'clock  to  depart  in  peace,  and 
ga\  e  up  his  suit  as  a  desperate  cause. 

This  uncomfortable  life  did  I  lead  for  a 
whole  twelvemonth,  without  feeling  tlie  least 
abatement  of  my  melancholy.  Finding  my- 
self worn  to  a  skeleton,  I  resumed  my  former 
resolution  of  trying  to  profit  by  change  of 
place,  and  actually  went  abroad,  with  no 
other  attendant  than  my  woman,  and  the  ut- 
most indifference  f  )r  life.  My  intention  was 
to  have  g<jne  to  the  south  of  France,  where 
1  fhousjht  I  could  have  subsisted  on  the  little 


I  had  left,  which  amounted  to  five  iiundred 
pounds,  until  tlie  issue  of  my  law-suit,  by 
which  I  hoped  to  obtain  some  i)rovifiion  fronj 
my  lord  ;  and,  without  all  doubt,  my  expecta- 
tion would  have  been  answered,  had  I  put 
this  my  plan  in  execution  ;  but,  bemcr  at  Paris, 
from  whence  I  purposed  to  set  forward  in  a 
few  days,  I  sent  to  M.  K — ,  who  had  been 
formerly  intimate  v/ith  my  father,  and  shown 
me  many  civilities  during  my  first  residence 
in  France. 

This  gentleman  favoured  me  with  a  visit ; 
and,  when  I  made  him  acquainted  with  my 
scheme,  dissuaded  me  from  it,  as  an  uncom- 
fortable determination.  He  advised  me  to 
stay  at  Paris,  where,  with  good  economy,  I 
could  live  as  cheap  as  in  any  other  place, 
and  enjoy  the  conversation  and  countenance 
of  my  friends,  among  which  number  he  de- 
clared himself  one  of  the  most  faithful.  He 
assured  me,  that  I  should  be  always  welcome 
to  his  table,  and  want  for  nothing.  He  pro- 
mised to  recommend  me  as  a  lodger  to  a 
friend  of  his  with  whom  I  would  live  in  a  fru- 
gal and  decent  manner ;  and  observed,  that, 
as  the  woman  was  well  known  and  esteemed 
by  all  the  English  company  in  Paris,  it  would 
be  the  most  reputable  step  I  could  take  (con- 
sidering my  youth  and  situation),  to  lodge 
with  a  creditable  person,  who  could  answer 
for  my  conduct.  Thus  persuaded,  I  very 
simply  followed  his  advice — I  say  simply, 
because,  notwithstanding  his  representaticns, 
I  soon  found  my  money  melt  aw^ay,  without 
any  prospect  of  a  fresh  supply.  In  lieu  of 
this,  however,  I  passed  my  time  very  agree- 
ably in  several  English  and  some  French 
families,  where,  in  a  little  time,  I  became 
quite  intimate,  saw  a  great  deal  of  company, 
and  was  treated  with  the  utmost  politeness 
and  regard  :  yet,  in  the  midst  of  tliese  plea- 
sures, many  a  melancholy  sigh  would  rise  at 

the  remembrance  of  my  beloved  S ,  whom, 

for  several  years,  I  could  not  recollect  with- 
out  emotion;  but  time,  comj)any,  amusements, 
and  change  of  place,  in  a  great  measure  dis- 
sipated these  ideas,  and  enabled  me  to  bear 
my  fate  with  patience  and  resignation. 

On  my  last  arrival  at  Paris,  I  was  surround- 
ed by  a  crowd  of  professed  admirers,  who 
sighed  and  flattered  in  the  usual  forms  ;  but 
besides  that  my  heart  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  contract  new  engagements,  I  was  prepos 
sessed  against  them  all,  by  supposing  that 
they  presumed  upon  the  knowledge  of  my 
indiscretion  with  S ;  and  therefore  re- 
jected their  addresses  with  detestation  and 
disdain  ; — for,  as  I  have  already  observed,  I 
was  not  to  be  won  but  by  the  appearance  of 
esteem,  and  the  most  respectf^d  carriage  ; 
and  though,  by  a  false  step,  I  had,  in  my  own 
opinion,  forfeited  my  title  to  the  one,  I  was 
resolved  to  discourage  tlic  advances  of  any 
man  who  seemed  deficient  in  the  other. 

In  this  manner  my  lovers  were  one  by  one 
repulsed,  almost  as  soon  as  they  presented 
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themselves :  atid  I  preserved  the  in(lei)cn- 
dence  of  my  lieart,  imtil  I  hecame  ncqiuiintea 
with  a  certain  peer,  whom  I  ot\en  saw  at  the 
lioiise  of  Mrs  1' — ,  an  Knjjlisii  lady  then  resi- 
dent at  Paris.  This  yoiuiif  nohleman  ])ro- 
fessed  himself  deeply  enamoured  of  me,  in  a 
Btyle  so  ditlerent  from  that  of  my  other  ad- 
mirers, that  I  heard  his  protestations  without 
diegust ;  and,  thoug'h  my  inclinations  were 
still  free,  could  not  tind  in  my  heart  to  dis- 
countenance his  addresses,  which  were  pre- 
ferred with  the  most  en<jaging  modesty,  dis- 
interestedness, and  respect. 

By  these  never-failing  arts,  he  gradually 
conquered  my  inditference,  and  gained  the 
preference  in  my  esteem  from  I^ord  C — y 
and  the  Prince  of  C — ,  wlio  were  at  that  time 
liis  rivals.  But  what  contributed  more  than 
any  consideration  to  his  success  was,  his  de- 
claring opeidy,  that  he  would  marry  me  with- 
out hesitation,  as  soon  as  I  could  obtain  a 
divorce  from  my  present  husband,  which,  in 
all  probabdity,  might  have  been  easily  pro- 
cured ;  for,  before  I  left  England,  Lord 

had  ot!ered  me  five  thousand  pounds,  if  I 
would  consent  to  such  a  mutual  release,  thai 
he  migiit  bo  at  liberty  to  espouse  one  Miss 

W of  Kent,  to  whom  he  then  made  love 

upon  honourable  terms ;  but  I  was  fool  enough 

to  refuse  his  proposal  by  the  advice  of  S : 

and  whether  or  not  his  lordship,  finding  it 
impracticable  towed  his  new  mistress,  began 
to  make  love  upon  another  footing,  I  know 
not ;  but,  certain  it  is,  the  mother  forbade 
him  the  house,  a  circumstance  which  he  took 
KO  heinously  ill,  that  he  appealed  to  the  world 
in  a  public  advertisement,  beginning  with, — 
"  Whereas,  for  some  time,  I  have  passionately 
loved  Miss  W ,  and,  upon  my  not  comply- 
ing with  the  mother's  proposals,  they  have 
turned  me  out  of  doors — this  is  to  justify,"  &c. 

This  declaration,  signed  with  his  name, 
was  actually  printed  in  a  number  of  detached 
advertisements,  which  he  ordered  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  public  ;  and  afterwards,  being 
convinced  by  some  of  his  friends  that  he  had 
done  a  very  silly  thing,  he  recalled  them  at 
half  a  guinea  a-piece  :  a  copy  of  one  of  them 
was  sent  to  me  at  Paris,  and  I  believe  my 
father  has  now  one  of  the  originals  in  his 
possession.  After  this  wise  vindication  of 
his  conduct,  he  made  an  attempt  to  carry  off 
the  lady  from  ciiurch  by  force  of  arms;  but 
she  was  rescued  by  the  neighbours,  headed 
by  her  brother,  who  being  an  attorney,  had 
like  to  have  made  his  lordship  smart  severely 
for  this  exploit. 

Meanwhile  my  new  admirer  had  made 
some  progress  in  my  heart ;  and,  my  finances 
being  exhausted,  I  was  reduced  to  the  alter- 
native of  returning  to  Lord  again,  or 

accepting  Earl  B— - — 's  love.  When  my  af- 
fairs were  brought  to  that  issue,  I  made  no 
hesitation  in  my  choice,  putting  myself  under 
tne  protection  of  a  man  of  honour,  whom  I 
Mteemed,  rather  than  suffer  every  sort  of 
2    E 


mortification  troni  a  person  who  was  the  oh- 
ject  of  my  abiiorrence  and  contempt.  From 
a  mistaken  pride,  I  chose  to  live  in  Lord 
B — 's  house,  rather  than  be  maintain'  d  at  his 
expense  in  any  other  place.  We  spent  seve- 
ral mouths  agreeablv  in  balls  and  other  di- 
versions, visited  Loni  B — k,  wlio  lived  at  the 
distance  of  a  few  leagues  from  Paris,  and  staid 
some  days  at  his  house,  where  the  entertain- 
ment was,  in  all  respects,  delightful,  elegant, 
and  refined.  Their  habitation  was  the  ren- 
dezvous of  the  best  comi)any  in  France  ;  and 
Lady  B — k  maintained  the  same  superiority 
in  her  own  sex,  for  which  her  lord  is  so  justly 
distinguislied  among  the  men. 

About  Christmas  wo  set  out  for  England, 
accompanied  by  a  little  North  Briton,  who 

lived  with  Lord  B as  his  companion,  and 

did  not  at  all  approve  of  our  correspondence: 
whether  out  of  real  friendship  for  his  patron, 
or  apprehension  that  in  time  I  might  super- 
sede his  own  influence  witk  my  lord,  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  determine.  Bo  that  as  it  will, 
the  frost  was  so  severe,  that  we  wore  detained 
ten  days  at  Calais  before  we  could  get  out  of 
the  harbour  ;  and,  during  that  time,  I  reflected 
seriously  on  what  my  now  lover  had  proposed. 
As  ho  was  very  young,  and  unacquainted 
witii  the  world,  I  thougjit  my  story  might 
have  escaped  him  ;  and  therefore  determined 
to  give  him  a  faitliful  detail  of  the  whole,  that 
he  might  not  have  any  thing  to  reproach  me 
with  in  the  sequel  ;  besides,  I  did  not  think  it 
honest  to  engage  him  to  do  more  for  me  than 
ho  might  afterwards,  perhaps,  think  I  was 
worth.  Accordingly  I  communicated  to  him 
every  particular  of  my  life  ;  and  the  narration, 
far  from  altering  his  sentiments,  rather  con- 
firmed his  good  opinion,  by  exhibiting  an  un- 
doubted proof  of  my  frankness  and  sincerity. 
In  short,  he  behaved  with  such  generosity,  as 
made  an  absolute  conquest  of  my  heart:  but 
my  love  was  of  a  different  kind  from  that 
which  had  formerly  reigned  within  my  breast, 
being  founded  npon  the  warmest  gratitude 
and  esteem,  exclusive  of  any  other  consider- 
ation, though  his  person  was  very  agreeable 
and  his  address  engaging. 

When  we  arrived  in  England,  I  went  di- 
rectly to  his  country  scat,  about  twelve  miles 
from  London,  where  he  soon  joined  me,  and 
we  lived  some  time  in  perfect  retirement,  his 
relations  being  greatly  alarmed  with  the  ap- 
prehension that  Lord  would  bring  an 

action  against  him,  though  he  himself  desired 
nothing  more,  and  lived  so  easy  under  that 
expectation,  that  they  soon  laid  aside  then 
fears  on  his  account. 

We  were  visited  by  Mr  II B ,  a 

relation  of  my  lord,  and  one  ]\Ir  11 of  the 

guards,  who,  with  the  little  Scotcliman,  and 
my  lover,  made  an  agreeable  s(;t,  among 
whom  I  enjoyed  hunting,  and  all  manner  d 

country  diversions.     As  to  Mr  II B— — , 

if  ever  there  was  perfection  in  one  man,  it 
centered  in  him  ;  or.  \t  least,  he,  of  al'  the 
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men  I  ever  knew,  approached  nearest  to  that 
idea  which  I  Jiad  conceived  of  a  perfect  cha- 
racter. He  was  both  good  and  great,  pos- 
sessed an  uncommon  genius,  and  the  best  of 

hearts.     Mr  R was  a  very  sociable  man, 

.nad  a  good  person,  and  cultivated  understand- 
ing ;  and  my  lord  was  excessively  good  hu- 
moured : — so  that,  with  such  companions,  no 
place  could  be  dull  or  insipid.  For  my  own 
part,  1  conducted  the  family ;  and,  as  I  en- 
deavoured to  please  and  make  every  body 
happy,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  succeed. 

Mr  B told  me,  that,  before  he  saw  me, 

he  heard  I  was  a  fool ;  hut  finding  (as  he  was 
pleased  to  say),  that  I  had  been  egregiously 
misrepresented,  he  courted  my  friendship, 
and  a  correspondence  commenced  between 
us  :  indeed,  it  was  impossible  for  any  person 
to  know  him,  without  entertaining  the  utmost 
esteem  and  veneration  for  his  virtue. 

After  I  had  lived  some  time  in  this  agree- 
able retreat,  my  husband  began  to  malce  a 
bustle.     lie  sent  a  message,  demanding  me 

from  Lord  B ;  then  came  in  person,  with 

his  nightcap  in  his  pocket,  intending  to  have 
staid  all  niglit,  had  he  been  asked,  and  at- 
tended by  a  relation,  whom  he  assured  that 
I  was  very  fond  of  him,  and  detained  by  force 
from  his  arms. 

Finding  himself  disappointed  in  his  ex- 
pectations, he  commenced  a  law-suit  against 

Lord  B ,  though  not  for  a  divorce,  as  we 

desired,  but  with  a  view  to  reclaim  me  as  his 
lawful  wife.  His  lavVyers,  however,  attempt- 
ed to  prove  criminal  conversation,  in  hopes 
of  extorting  money  from  my  lover :  but  tlieir 
endeavours  were  altogether  fruitless  ;  for  no 

serv'ant  of  Lord  B 's  or  mine  could  with 

uistice  say  we  were  ever  seen  to  trespass 
against  modesty  and  decorum ;  so  that  the 
nlaintiff  was  nonsuited. 

While  this  cause  was  depending,  all  my 
lover's  friends  expressed  fear  and  concern  for 
the  issue,  while  he  himself  behaved  with  the 
utmost  resolution,  and  gave  me  such  con- 
vincing proofs  of  a  strong  and  steady  affec- 
tion, as  augmented  my  gratitude,  and  rivetted 
the  ties  of  my  love,  which  was  unblemished, 
faithful,  and  sincere. 

Soon  after  tliis  event,  I  was  seized  with  a 
violent  fit  of  illness,  in  which  I  was  visited 
by  my  father,  and  attended  by  two  physicians, 
one  of  whom  despaired  of  my  life,  and  took 

his  leave  accordingly  ;  but  Dr   S ,  who 

vfas  the  other,  persisted  in  his  attendance, 
and,  in  all  human  appearance,  saved  my  life  ; 
n  circumstance  by  which  he  acquired  a  great 
fhare  of  reputation  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  all 
his  assistance,  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  for 

ten  weeks  ;  during  which  Lord  B 's  grief 

was  immoderate,  his  care  and  generosity  un- 
limited. While  I  lay  in  this  extremity,  Mr 
S ,  penetrated  by  my  melancholy  condi- 
tion, which  revived  his  tenderness,  begged 
'eave  to  be  admitted  to  my  presence;  and 
f.iord  B would  have  complied  with  his 


request,  had  I  not  been  judged  too  weak  to 
bear  the  shock  of  such  an  interview.  My 
constitution,  however,  agreeably  disappointed 
their  fears  ;  and  the  fever  had  no  sooner  left 
me,  than  I  was  removed  to  a  hunting  seat 
belonging  to  my  lover,  from  whence,  after  1 
had  recovered  my  strength,  we  went  to  B 
castle,  where  we  kept  open  house  ;  and  while 
we  remained  at  this  place,  Lord  B re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Lord ,  dated  in  No- 
vember, challengmg  him  to  single  combat  in 
May,  upon  tlie  frontiers  of  France  and  Flan- 
ders. This  defiance  was  sent  in  consequence 
of  what  had  passed  betwi.xt  them  long  before 
my  indisposition,  at  a  meeting  in  a  certain 
tavern,  where  they  quarrelled,  and,  in  the 
fray,  my  lovi^r  threw  his  antagonist  under 
the  table.  I  counselled  him  to  take  no  no- 
tice of  this  rhodomontadc,  which  I  knew  was 
void  of  all  intention  of  performance;  and  he 
was  wise  enough  to  follow  my  advice,  re- 
solved, however,  should  the  message  be  repeat- 
ed, to  take  the  challenger  at  his  word. 

Having  resided  some  time  in  this  place,  we 
returned  to  the  other  country  house  which  he 

nad  left,  where  Lord  B addicted  himself 

so  much  to  hunting,  and  other  male  diver- 
sions, that  I  began  to  think  he  neglected  me, 
and  apprised  him  of  my  suspicion,  assuring 
him,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  would  leave 
him  as  soon  as  my  opinion  should  be  con- 
firmed. 

This  declaration  had  no  effect  upon  hia 
behaviour,  which  became  so  remarkably  cold, 
that  even  Mr  R ,  who  lived  with  us,  ima- 
gined that  his  affection  was  palpably  dimin- 
ished. When  I  went  to  town,  I  was  usually 
attended  by  his  cousin,  or  this  gentleman,  or 
both,  but  seldom  favoured  with  his  company  ; 
nay,  when  I  repaired  to  Bath,  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  my  health,  he  pfrmitted  me 
to  go  alone — so  that  I  was  quite  persuaded 
of  his  indifference  ;  and  yet  I  was  mistaken 
in  my  opinion  ;  but  I  had  been  spoiled  by  the 

behaviour  of  my  first  husband  and  Mr  S , 

who  never  quitted  me  for  the  sake  of  any 
amusement,  and  often  resisted  tiie  calls  of 
the  most  urgent  business,  rather  than  part 
from  me,  though  but  for  a  few  hours.  I 
thought  every  man  who  loved  me  truly  would 
act  in  the  same  manner ;  and,  whether  I  am 
right  or  wrong  in  my  conjectures,  I  leave 
wiser  casuists  to  judge.  Certain  it  is,  such 
sacrifice  and  devotion  is  tlie  most  pleasing 
proof  of  an  admirer's  passion  ;  and,  voyez 
inoi  plus  souvent,  et  ne  me  donnez  rien,  is 
one  of  my  favourite  maxims.  A  man  rnay 
give  money,  because  he  is  profuse  ;  lie  may 
be  violently  fond,  because  he  is  of  a  sanguine 
constitution  ;  but,  if  he  gives  me  his  time,  he 
gives  me  an  unquestionable  proof  of  my  being 
in  full  possession  of  his  heart. 

My  appearance  at  Bath,  without  the  com- 
pany of  Lord  B ,  occasioned  a  general 

surprise,  and  encouraged  the  men  to  pestei 
mc  with  addresses,  every  nevr  admirer  ci? 
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ueavouringto  udviince  liis  suit  by  deinonstrat-  | 
uig  the  unkind  and  dit^rcv^pccltul  behaviour  of 
nis  lordsliip.  Indeed  tliis  was  the  most  ef- 
fectual string  thoy  could  touch  ;  my  pride  and 
resentment  were  alarmed,  and  I  was  weak 
enougii  to  listen  to  one  man,  who  had  like 
to  have  insinuated  himself  into  my  inclina- 
tions, lie  was  tall  and  large  boned,  witii 
nhite  hair,  inclined  to  what  is  called  sandy, 
and  had  the  reputation  of  being  handsome, 
though  I  tliink  he  scarcely  deserved  that 
epitliet.  lie  possessed  a  largo  fortune,  loved 
mischief,  and  stuck  at  nothing  for  theacconi- 
j)iishmcnt  of  his  designs,  one  of  his  chief 
pleasures  being  that  of  setting  any  two  lovers 
a-^.  variance,  lie  employed  his  address  upon 
mo  with  great  assiduity,  and  knew  so  well 
how  to  manage  my  resentment,  that  I  was 
pleased  with  his  manner,  Jicard  his  vows 
without  disgust,  and,  in  a  word,  promised  to 
deliberate  within  myself  upon  his  proposals, 
and  give  him  an  account  of  my  determina- 
tion in  writing. 

Thus  resolved,  I  went  to  Lord  B ,  in 

\Viltshire,  whither  I  was  followed  by  this 
pretender  to  my  heart,  who  visited  us  on  the 
footing  of  an  acquaintance  ;  but,  wlien  I  re- 
flected on  what  1  had  done,  I  condemned  my 
own  conduct  as  indiscreet,  though  nothing 
decisive  had  passed  between  us,  and  began 
to  hate  him  in  proportion  to  the  self-convic- 
tion I  felt,  perceiving  that  I  had  involved  my- 
Bolf  in  a  difficulty,  from  which  I  should  not 
De  easily  disengaged  For  the  present,  how- 
ever, I  found  means  to  postpone  my  declara- 
tion ;  he  admitted  my  excuse,  and  I  returned 

to  London  with  Lord  B ,  who  was  again 

summoned  to  the  field  by  his  former  chal- 
lenger. 

II — d — n,  governor,  counsellor,  and  steward 

to  this  little  hero,  came  to  I^ord  B with 

a  verbal  message,  importing,  that  his  lordship 
had  changed  his  mind  about  going  to  Flan- 
ders, but  expected  to  meet  him,  on  such  a 
day  and   hour,  in   the   burying-ground  near 

Red-Lion-square.     Lord  B accepted  the 

challenge,  and  gave  me  an  account  of  what 
had  passed;  but  he  had  been  anticipated  by 
the  messenger,  who  had  already  tried  to  alarm 
my  fears,  from  the  consideration  of  the  con- 
sequence, that  I  might  take  some  measures 
to  prevent  their  meeting.     I  perceived  his 

drit^,  and  told   him   plaiidy,  that  Lord 

had  no  intention  to  risk  his  person,  though 
he  endeavoured  with  all  his  might  to  persuade 
me,  that  his  principal  was  desperate  and  de- 
termined. I  knew  my  little  husband  too  well 
to  think  he  would  bring  matters  to  any  dan- 
gerous issue,  and  was  apprehensive  of  nothing 

out  foul   play,  from   the  villainy  of  H n, 

with  which  I  was  equally  well  acquainted. 
Indeed,  I  signified  my  doubts  on  tiiat  score 

lo  Mr  B ,  who  would  have  attended  his 

kinsman  to  the  field,  had  he  not  thought  lie 
might  be  liable  to  censure,  if  any  thing  should 

bappcD  to  Lord  B ,  because  he  himself 
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was  iieir-at-kiw  :  fur  that  reason  he  judicious- 
ly declined  being  personally  concerned  ;  and 

we  pitched  ui)on  tiie  earl  of  A ,  his  lord. 

siiij)'s  uncle,  who  willingly  undertook  the 
office. 

At  the  appointed  time  they  went  to  thf> 
house  of  rendezvous,  where  they  had  not 
waited  long  when  the  challenger  appeared, 
in  a  new  pink  satin  waistcoat,  whicli  he  had 
put  on  for  the  occasion,  with  his  sword  under 
Ills  arm,  and  his  steward  by  him,  leaving,  in 
an  hackney  coach  at  some  distance,  a  surgeon 
whom  he  had  provided  for  the  care  of  his  ])er- 
son.  Thus  equijiped,  he  advanced  to  his  an- 
tagonist, and  desired  him  to  ciioose  his  ground; 

upon  which  Lord  B told  him,  that  if  he 

must  fall,  it  was  not  material  which  grave  he 
should  tumble  over. 

Our  little  hero,  finding  him  so  jocose  and 
determined,  turned  to  Lord  A ,  and  de- 
sired to  speak  with  him,  that  he  might  dis- 
burden his  conscience  before  they  should 
begin  the  work  of  death.  They  accordingly 
went  aside :  and  he  gave  him  to  understand, 

that  his  motive  for  fighting,  was  Lord  B 'a 

detaining  his  wife  tmm  him  by  compulsion. 

The  earl  of  A assured  him  he  was  cgre- 

giously  mistaken  in  his  conjecture  ;  that  his 
nephew  used  no  force  or  undue  influence  to 
keep  me  in  his  house  ;  but  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pected that  he  would  turn  me  out  of  doors. 

This  explanation  was  altogether  satisfac- 
tory to  Lord ,  who  said  he  was  far  from 

being  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  Lord 
B would  commit  such  a  breach  of  hospi- 
tality ;  and  all  he  desired  was,  that  his  wife 
should  be  left  to  her  own  inclinations.  Upon 
these  articles  peace  was  concluded,  and  tliey 
parted  without  bloodshed.  At  least  these 
are  the  particulars  of  the  story,  as  they  were 

related  by  Lord  A ,  with  whom  I  laughed 

heartily  at  the  adventure  ;  for  I  never  doubted 
that  the  challenger  would  find  some  expedient 
to  prevent  the  duel,  though  I  wondered  how 
he  mustered  up  resolution  enough  to  curry  it 
so  far. 

That  he  might  not,  however,  give  us  any 
more  trouble,  we  resolved  to  go  and  enjoy 
ourselves  in  France,  whither  I  went  by  my- 
self, in  hopes  of  being  soon  joined  by  my 
lover,  who  was  obliged  to  stay  some  time 
longer  in  England,  to  settle  his  affairs.  He 
was  so  much  affected  at  our  parting  (though 
but  for  a  few  weeks),  that  he  was  almost  dis- 
tracted  ;  and  this  affliction  renewed  my  ten 
dcrness  f  )r  him,  because  it  was  an  undoubted 
proof  of  his  love.  I  wrote  to  him  every  post 
from  France ;  and,  as  I  had  no  secrets,  de- 
sired him  to  take  care  of  all  the  letters  tiia» 
should  come  to  his  house,  directed  to  me 
after  my  departure  from  England. 

This  was  an  unfortunate  oflice  for  liim,  in 
the  execution  of  which  he  chanced  to  open  a 

letter  from  Sir  T A ,  with  whom  (as 

I  have  already  olisorvrvl)  I  had  some  corres- 
pondence at  Bath.     I  had,  according  to  ni> 
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promise,  given  this  gentleman  a  decisive  an-  [  perfidious    conduct.      1    took    no   notice    ol 
swer,  importing  that  I  was   determined  to  ]  these  delirious  transports,  which  were   also 

remain  in  my  present  situation  ;  but  as  Lord  \  disregarded  by  Lord  B ,  till  one  night 

B was  ignorant  of  my  sentiments  in  that  j  he  was  exasperated  by  the  insinuations  of 

particular,  and  perceived  from  the  letter  that  j  Mr   C ,    who,    I    believe,    inflamed   hia 


something  extraordinary  had  passed  between 
us,  and  that  I  was  earnestly  solicited  to  leave 
him,  he  was  seized  with  the  utmost  con- 
sternation and  concern  ;  and  having  previous- 
ly obtained  the  king's  leave  to  go  abroad,  set 
out  that  very  night  for  France,  leaving  his 
affairs  in  the  greatest  confusion. 

Sir  T —  A hearing  I  was  gone,  with- 
out understanding  the  cause  of  my  departure, 
took  the  same  route,  and  both  arrived  at 
Dover  next  day.  They  heard  of  each  other's 
motions :  each  bribed  the  master  of  a  packet- 
boat  to  transport  him  with  expedition  ;  but 
that  depending  upon  the  wind,  both  reached 
Calais  at  the  same  time,  though  in  different 

vessels.       Sir    T sent     his     valet-de- 

chambre,  post,  with  a  letter,  entreating  me 
to  accompany  him  into  Italy,  where  he  would 
make  me  mistress  of  his  whole  fortune,  and 
to  set  ou'  directly  for  that  country,  that  he 
might  not  lose  me   by  the  arrival  of  Lord 

B ,  promising  to  join  me  on  the   road, 

if  I  would  consent  to  make  him  happy.  I 
sent  his  messenger  back  with  an  answer, 
wherein  I  expressed  surprise  at  his  pro- 
posals, afler  having  signified  my  resolution 
to  him  before  I  lefl  England,  He  was  scarce 
dismissed,   when    I  received   another  letter 

from  Lord  B ,    beseeching  me  to  meet 

him  at  Clermont,  upon  the  road  from  Calais  ; 
and  conjuring  me  to  avoid  the  sight  of  his 
rival,  should  he  get  the  start  of  him  in  tra- 
velling.    This,  however,  was  not  likely  to  be 

the    case,  as    Lord    B rode   post,   and 

the  other  was,  by  his  corpulence,  obliged  to 
travel  in  a  chaise ;  yet,  that  I  might  not  in- 
crease his  anxiety,  I  left  Paris  immediately 
on  the  receipt  of  his  message,  and  met  him 
at  the  appointed  place,  where  he  received 
me  with  all  the  agitation  of  joy  and  fear,  and 
asked  if  I   had   ever   encouraged   Sir   T — 

A in    his    addresses  1    I  very  candidly 

told  him  the  whole  transaction,  at  which  he 
was  incensed  ;  but  his  indignation  was  soon 
appeased,  when  I  professed  my  penitence, 
and  assured  him  that  I  had  totally  rejected 
his  rival.  Not  that  I  approve  of  my  be- 
haviour to  Sir  T ,  who  (I  own)  was  ill 

used  in  this  affair;  but  surely  it  was  more 
excusable  to  halt  here,  than  proceed  farther 
in  my  indiscretion. 

My  lover  being  satisfied  with  my  decla- 
ration, we  went  together  to  Paris,  being  at- 
tended by  the  Scotchman  wiiom  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  though  I  believe  he  was 
not  over  and  above  well  pleased  to  see  mat- 
ters thus  amicably  compromised.  The  fu- 
rious knight  followed  us  to  the  capital  ;  in- 
sisted on  seeing  me  in  person  ;  told  this 
North  Briton,  that  I  was  actually  engaged 
.0  him  ;    m  rote  every  hour,  and  railed  at  my 


jealousy,  by  hinting  a  suspicion  that  I  waa 
really  in  love  with  his  rival.  What  passed 
betwixt  them  I  know  not,  but  he  sent  for  ir.e 
from  the  opera,  by  a  physician  of  Paris,  who 
was  a  sort  of  go  between  among  us  all,  and 
who  told  me,  that  if  I  did  not  come  home 
on  the  instant,  a  duel  would  be  fouglit  on  my 
account. 

I  was  very  much  shocked  at  this  infor- 
mation ;   but  by  being  used  to  alarms  from 

the  behaviour  of  Lord ,  I  had  acquired 

a  ;>rctty  good  share  of  resolution,  and  with 
great   composure  entered   the  room  where 

Lord    B was,    with     his    companion, 

whom  I  immediately  ordered  to  withdraw. 
I  then  gave  his  lordship  to  understand,  that 
I  was  informed  of  what  had  passed,  and 
thought  myself  so  much  injured  by  tlie  person 
who  had  just  -quitted  the  apartment,  that  I 
would  no  longer  live  under  the  same  root 
with  him. 

Lord    B raved    like    a    bedlamite, 

taxing  me  with  want  of  candour  and  af- 
fection ;  but  I  easily  justified  my  own  integ- 
rity, and  gave  him  such  assurances  of  my 
love,  that  his  jealousy  subsided,  and  his 
spirits   were   recomposed.     Nevertheless,   1 

insisted  upon  his  dismissing  Mr  C ,  on 

pain  of  my  leaving  the  house,  as  I  could  not 
help  thinking  he  had  used  his  endeavours  to 
prejudice  me  in  the  opinion  of  my  lord. 
If  his  conduct  was  the  result  of  friendship 
for  his  patron,  he  certainly  acted  the  part  of 
an  honest  and  trusty  adherent  ;  but  1  could 
not  easily  forgive  him,  because  a  few  weeks 
before,  he  had,  by  my  interest,  obtained  a 
considerable  addition  to  his  allowance  ;  and 
even  afler  the  steps  he  had  taken  to  disoblige 
me,  I  was  not  so  much  his  enemy  but  that  I 

prevailed    upon    Lord    B to  double  his 

salary,  that  his  leaving  the  family  might  be 
no  detriment  to  his  fortune. 

His  lordship  having  complied  with  my 
demand,  this  gentleman,  after  having  staid 
three  days  in  the  house,  to  prepare  for  his 
departure,  during  which  I  would  not  suffer 
him  to  be  admitted  into  my  presence,  made 
his  retreat  with  a  fine  young  girl  who  waa 
my  companion  ;  and  I  have  never  seen  him 
since  that  time. 

Sir    T still   continued   furious,    and 

would  not  take  a  denial,  except  from  my 
own  mouth  ;  upon  which,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  Lord  B ,  I  indulged  him  with 

an  interview.  He  entered  the  apartment 
with  a  stern  countenance,  and  told  me  I  had 
used  him  ill.  1  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge, 
and  begged  his  pardon  accordingly.  I  at- 
tempted to  reason  the  case  with  him,  but  he 
would  hear  no  arginnents  except  his  own, 
and  even  tried  to  intimidatr  me  with  threats, 
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R'hich  provoked  mo  to  such  a  dpfjri'C,  tliat  I 
defied  his  vcngt^anro.  I  tohl  him,  that  I 
feared  notliinjj  but  the  ro|)ort  of  my  own  con- 
ecience;  that,  ihoujjh  I  had  acted  a  simple 
part,  he  durst  not  say  there  was  any  thinj^ 
criminal  in  my  conduct ;  and  tiiat,  from  his 
present  frantic  and  unjust  behaviour,  I 
thought  myself  happy  in  havintj  escaped  him. 
He  ewore  I  was  the  most  intUwible  of  all 
creatures,  asked  if  nothing  would  move  me] 
and  when  I  answered,  nothing,  took  liis 
leave,  and  never  atlerwards  persecuted  me 
with  his  addresses ;  though  I  have  heard 
he  was  vain  and  false  enough  to  boast  of 
favours,  which,  upon  my  honour,  he  never 
received,  as  he  himself,  at  one  time,  owned 
to  Dr  Cantwell  at  Paris. 

While  he  underwent  all  this  frenzy  and 
distraction  upon  my  account,  he  was  loved 
with  the  same  violence  of  passion  by  a 
certain  Scotch  lady  of  qua'ity,  who,  when  he 
followed  me  to  France,  pursued  him  thither 
with  the  same  eagerness  and  expedition. 
Far  from  being  jealous  of  me  as  a  rival,  she 
used  to  come  to  my  house,  implore  my  good 
offices  with  the  object  of  her  love,  and,  lay- 
mg  herself  on  the  floor  at  full  length  before 
the  fire,  weop  and  cry  like  a  person  bereft  of 
ner  sences.  Slie  bitterly  complained  that 
he  had  never  obliged  her  but  once ;  and 
iegged,  v.-ith  the  most  earnest  supplications, 
that  I  would  give  her  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  him  at  my  house.  But  I  thought 
proper  to  avoid  her  company,  as  soon  as  I 
perceived  her  intention. 

We  continued  at  Paris  for  some  time, 
during  which  I  contracted  an  acquaintance 

with  the  sister  of  Madame  la  T .      She 

was  the  supposed  mistress  of  the  prince  of 

C ,  endowed  with  a  great  share  of  under- 

st^nding,  and  loved  pleasure  to  excess, 
though  she  maintained  her  reputation  on 
a  lespectable  footing,  by  living  with  her 
husband  and  mother.  This  lady,  perceiving 
that  I  had  inspired  her  lover  with  a  passion, 
which  gave  me  uneasiness  on  her  account, 
actually  practised  all  her  eloquence  and  art 
in  persuading  me  to  listen  to  his  love;  for  it 
was  a  maxim  with  her  to  please  him  at  any 
rate.  I  was  shocked  at  her  indelicate  com- 
plaisance, and  rejected  the  proposal,  as  re- 
puo^nant  to  my  present  engagement,  which 
I  held  as  sacred  as  any  nuptial  tie,  and  much 
Tiore  binding  than  a  forced  or  unnatural 
marriage. 

Upon  our  return  to  England,  we  lived  in 
great  harmony  and  peace  :  and  nothing  was 
wanting  to  my  happiness,  but  the  one  thing 
to  me  the  most  needful ;  I  mean  the  en- 
chanting tenderness  and  delightful  enthusi- 
asm of  love.     Lord  B 's  heart,  I  believe, 

felt  the  soft  impressions;  and,  for  my  own 
Dart,  I  loved  him  with  the  most  faithful 
affection.  It  is  not  enough  to  say  I  wished 
nici  well ;  I  had  the  most  delicate,  the  most 
genuine  esteem    for   his   virtue ;    I  had    an 


intimate  regard  and  anxiety  for  his  interest; 
and  felt  for  ium  as  if  he  had  been  my  own 
son ;  but  still  there  was  a  vacancy  in  my 
heart ;  tliere  was  not  that  fervour,  that 
transport,  tliat  ecstasy  of  passion  which  1 
had  formerly  known  ;  my  bosom  was  not 
filled  witli  the  little  deity';  I  could  not  help 
recalling  to  my  remembrance  the  fond,  tiie 

ravisliing  moments  I  had  jjassed  with  S . 

Had  I  understood  the  conditions  of  lite, 
those  pleasures  were  happily  exchanged  for 
my  present  situation,  because,  if  I  was  now 
deprived  of  those  rapturous  onjoyinnnts,  I 
was  also  exempted  from  the  cares  and  anxie- 
ty that  Attended  them  ;  but  I  was  generally 
extravagant  in  my  notions  of  hai)piness,  and 
therefore  construed  my  present  tranquillity 
into  an  insipid  langoiirand  stagnation  of  life. 

Wiiile  I  remained  in  this  inactivity  of  sen- 

timent.  Lord  having  received   a   \-VTy 

considerable  addition  to  his  fortune,  sent  a 
message  to  me,  promising,  that  if  I  would 

leave   Lord  B ,  he  would   make   me   a 

present  of  a  house  and  fiu-niture,  where  I 
should  live  at  my  ease,  without  being  ex])os- 
ed  to  his  visits,  except  when  I  should  be  dis- 
posed to  receive  them.  Tiiis  proposal  he 
made,  in  consequence  of  what  1  had  always 
declared,  namely,  that  if  he  had  not  reduced 
me  to  the  necessity  of  putting  myself  under 
the  protection  of  some  person  or  other,  by 
depriving  me  of  any  other  means  of  suli- 
sistence,  I  should  never  have  given  the  world 
the  least  cause  to  scandalize  my  reputation ; 
and  that  I  would  withdraw  myself  from  my 
present  dependence  as  soon  as  he  should 
enable  me  to  live  by  myself.  I  was,  there- 
fore, resolved  to  be  as  good  as  my  word,  and 
accepted  his  offer,  on  condition  that  I  should 
be  wholly  at  my  own  disj)osal,  and  that  he 
should  never  enter  my  door  but  as  a  visitant 
or  common  friend. 

These  acticles  being  ratified  by  his  word 
and  honour  (the  value  of  which  I  did  not 
then  know),  a  house  was  fiirnished  accord- 
ing  to  my  direction  ;  and  I  signified  my  in- 
tention to  Lord  B ,  who  consented  to  my 

removal,  vvith  this  proviso,  that  I  should  con- 
tinue to  see  him.  I  wrote  also  to  his  re- 
lation Mr  B ,  who,  in    his   answer,  oh- 

served,  that  it  was  too  late  to  advise,  when  I 
was  actually  determined.  All  my  friends 
and  acquaintance  ap])roved  of  the  scheme, 
though  it  was  one  of  the  most  unjustifiable 
steps  I  had  ever  taken,  being  a  real  act  of  in- 
gratitude to  my  benefactor;  which  I  soon 
did,  and  always  shall  regret  and  condemn. 
So  little  is  the  world  qualified  to  judge  of 
private  afl^airs ! 

When  the  time  of  our  parting  drew  near, 

Lord  B became  gloomy  and  discontent- 

ed,  and  even  intreated  mo  to  postpone  my 
resolution ;  but  I  told  him  that  now  every 
thing  was  prepared  for  my  reception,  I  could 
not  retract  without  incurring  the  imputation 
of  folly  and  extravagance.     On  the  very  daj 
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of  my  departure,  Mr   B endeavoured, 

with  all  the  argumen's  he  could  suggest,  to 
dissuade  me  from  my  purpose  ;  and  I  made 
use  of  tlie  same  answer  which  had  satisfied 
his  friend.  landing  me  determined  upon  re- 
moving, he  burst  out  into  a  tlood  of  tears, 

exclaiming, — "  By    G — d,    if    Lord    B 

can  bear  it,  I  can't."  I  was  thunderstruck 
at  the  expression;   for  though  I  had  been 

told  that  Mr  B was  in  love  with   me, 

I  gave  no  credit  to  tlie  report,  because  he 
had  never  declared  his  passion,  and  this  was 
the  first  hint  of  it  that  ever  escaped  him  in 
my  hearing.  1  was  therefore  so  much 
amazed  at  tlie  circumstance  of  this  abrupt 
explanation,  that  I  could  make  no  answer; 
but  having  taken  my  leave,  went  away,  rumi- 
nating on  the  unexpected  declaration. 

Lord   B (as  I  was   informed)    spoke 

not  a  word  that  whole  night,  and  took  my 
leaving  him  so  much  to  heart,  that  two  years 
elapsed  before  he  got  the  better  of  his  grief. 
Tiiis  intelligence  1  afterwards  received  from 
his  own  mouth,  and  asked  his  forgiveness 
for  my  unkind  retreat,  thougli  I  shall  never 

be  able  to  obtain  my  own.     As  for  Mr  B , 

he  was  overwhelmed  with  sorrow,  and  made 
such  efforts  to  suppress  his  concern,  as  had 

well  nigh  cost  him  his  life.     Dr  S was 

called  to  him  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and 
found  him  almost  suffocated.  He  soon 
guessed  the  cause,  when  he  understood  that 
I  had  left  the  house :  so  that  I  myself  was 
the  only  person  concerned,  who  was  utterly 
ignorant  of  his  affection;  for  I  solemnly  de- 
clare he  never  gave  me  the  least  reason  to 
suspect  it  while  I  lived  with  his  relation,  be- 
cause he  had  too  much  honour  to  entertain  a 
thought  of  supplanting  his  friend,  and  too 
good  an  opinion  of  me  to  believe  he  should 
have  succeeded  in  the  attempt.     Though  mv 

love  for  Lord  B was  not  so  tender  and 

interesting   as   the   passion   I    had   felt   for 

S ,    my   fidelity    was   inviolable,    and    I 

never  harboured  the  most  distant  thought  of 
any  other  person,  till  after  I  had  resolved  to 
leave  him,  when,  I  own,  I  afforded  some 
small  encouragement  to  the  addresses  of  a 
new  admirer,  by  telling  him,  that  I  should  in 
a  little  time  be  my  own  mistress,  though  I 
was  not  now  at  my  own  disposal. 

I  enjoyed  my  new  house  as  a  little  para- 
dise:  it  was  accommodated  with  all  sorls 
of  conveniences ;  every  thing  was  new,  and 
therefore  pleasing,  and  the  whole  absolutely 
at  my  command.  I  had  the  company  of  a 
relation,  a  very  good  woman,  with  whom  I 
lived  m  the  most  amicable  manner ;  was 
visited  by  the  best  people  in  town  (I  mean 
those  of  the  male  sex,  the  ladies  having  long 
ago  forsaken  me)  ;  I  frequented  all  reputable 
places  of  public  entertainment  and  had  a 
concert,  at  home  once  a-week  ;  so  that  my 
days  rolled  or.  m  happiness  and  quiet,  till  all 
my  sweets  were  ■'mbittered  by  the  vexatious 
>f'iaviour  of  my  husband,  who  began  to  im- 


portune me   again   to  live  with  nim ;    and; 

by  the   increasing  anxiety  of  Lord  B , 

who  (though  I  still  admitted  his  visits)  plain- 
ly perceived  that  I  wanted  to  relinquish  hia 
correspondence.  Tliis  discovery  raised  such 
tempests  of  jealousy  and  despair  within  his 
breast,  that  he  kept  me  in  continual  alarm.^ 
he  sent  messages  to  me  every  hour,  signed 
his  letters  with  his  own  blood,  raved  hue  a 
man  in  an  ecstasy  of  madness,  railed  at  mv 
ingratitude  and  praised  my  conduct  by  turns. 
He  offered  to  sacrifice  every  thing  for  my 
love,  to  leave  the  kingdom  forthwith,  and 
live  with  me  for  ever  in  any  part  of  the  world 
where  I  should  choose  to  reside. 

These  were  generous  and  tempting  pro- 
posals ;  but  I  was  beset  with  counsellors 
who  were  not  totally  disinterested,  and  who 
dissuaded  me  from  embracing  the  proffers  of 

my  lover,  on  pretence  that  Lord would 

be  highly  injured  by  my  compliance.  I  listen- 
ed  to  their  advice,  and  hardened  my  heart 
against  Lord  B — 's  sorrow  and  solicitations. 
My  behaviour  on  this  occasion  is  altogether 
unaccountable  ;  this  was  the  only  time  that 
ever  I  was  a  slave  to  admonition.  The  con- 
dition of  Lord  B would    have  melted 

any  heart  but  mine,  and  yet  mine  was  one  of 
the  most  sensible  :  he  employed  his  cousin 
as  an  advocate  with  me,  till  that  gentleman 
actually  refused  the  office,  telling  him  can- 
didly, that  his  own  inclinations  were  too 
much  engaged  to  permit  him  to  perform  the 
task  with  fidelity  and  truth.  He  accordingly 
resolved  to  avoid  my  presence,  until  my  lord 
and  I  should  come  to  some  final  determi- 
nation, which  was  greatly  retarded  by  the 
perseverance  of  liis  lordship,  who  would  not 
resign  his  hopes,  even  when  I  pretended  that 
another  man  had  engaged  my  heart,  but  said, 
that  in  time  my  affection  might  return. 

Our  correspondence,   however,  gradually 

wore  off;    upon   which  Mr  B renewed 

his  visits,  and  many  agreeable  and  happy 
hours  we  passed  together.  Not  that  he,  or 
any  other  person  whom  I  now  saw,  succeed- 
ed to  the  privilege  of  a  fortunate  lover;  1 
knew  he  loved  me  to  madness ;  but  I  would 
not  gratify  his  passion  any  other  way  than 
by  the  most  profbimd  esteem  and  veneration 
for  his  virtues,  which  were  altogether  amiable 
and  sublime ;  and  T  would  here  draw  his 
character  minutely,  but  it  would  take  up  too 
much  time  to  set  forth  his  merit ;  the  only 
man  Kving  of  my  acquaintance  who  re- 
sembles him,  is  Lord  F ,  of  whom  I  shall 

speak  in  the  sequel. 

About  this  time  I  underwent  a  very  intei 
estiiig  change  in  the  situation  of  my  heart 

I  had  sent  a  message  to  my  old  lover  S 

desiring  he  would  allow  my  ])icture,  which 
was  in  his  possession,  to  be  copied  ;  and  h(! 
now  transmitted  it  to  me  by  my  lawyer, 
whom  lie  directed  to  ask,  if  I  intended  to  be 
at  tiio  next  masquerade  1  This  curiosity  had 
a  strange  effect  upon  my  spi-ite  ;    my  heaf 
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fltitterrd  at  the  question,  iind  my  imagination 
glowed  with  a  thousand  fond  presages.  1 
answered  in  the  at!irniative  ;  and  we  met  by 
accident  at  the  ball.  I  could  not  belujld  him 
without  emotion :  when  he  accosted  me,  his 
well  known  voice  made  my  heart  vibrate — 
like  a  musical  chord,  when  its  unison  is 
struck.  All  the  ideas  of  our  pa.st  love,  which 
the  lapse  of  time  and  absence  had  enfeebled 
and  lulled  to  .sleep,  now  awoke,  and  were  re- 
inspired  by  his  appearance;  so  that  his  artful 
excuses  were  easily  admitted:  I  forij-avc  him 
all  that  I  had  sutiered  on  his  account,  be- 
cause he  was  the  natural  lord  of  my  atfec- 
tions;  and  our  former  correspondence  was 
renewed. 

I  thought  myself  in  a  new  world  of  bliss 
in  consequence  of  this  reconciliation,  the 
rapture  of  which  continued  unimpaired  for 
the  space  of  four  months,  durinj:^  which  time 
he  was  fonder  of  me,  if  possible,  than  before; 
repeated  his  promise  of  marriage,  if  we 
should  ever  have  it  in  our  power ;  assured 
me  he  had  never  been  happy  since  he  left 
me;  that  he  believed  no  woman  had  ever 
loved  like  me  :  and  indeed,  to  have  a  notion 
of  nry  passion  for  that  man,  you  must  first 
have  loved  as  I  did:  but  through  a  strange 
caprice,  I  broke  off  the  correspondence,  out 
of  apprehension  that  he  would  forsake  me 
again.  From  his  past  conduct,  I  dreaded 
what  might  hap[)en  ;  and  the  remembrance 
of  what  I  had  undergone  by  his  inconstancy, 
filled  my  imagination  with  such  horror,  that 
I  could  not  endure  the  shocking  prospect; 
and  prematurely  plunged  myself  into  the 
danger,  rather  than  endure  the  terrors  of 
expectation.  I  remembered  that  his  former 
ettachment  began  in  the  season  of  my  pros- 
perity, when  my  fortune  was  in  the  zenith, 
and  my  youth  in  its  prime  ;  and  that  he  had 
forsaken  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  when  my 
life  became  embarrassed,  and  my  circum- 
ptances  were  on  the  decline  :  I  foresaw 
nothing  but  continual  persecution  from  my 
husband,  and  feared  that,  once  the  keener 
transports  of  our  reconciliation  should  be 
over,  his  atfection  would  sink  under  the 
pcverity  of  its  trial.  In  consequence  of  this 
desertion,  I  received  a  letter  from  him, 
acknowledging  that  he  was  rightly  served, 
out  that  my  retreat  gave  him  inexpressible 
concern. 

Meanwhile   IjOrd   continued  to  act 

in  the  character  of  a  fiend,  tormenting  me 
with  his  nauseous  importunity:  he  prevailed 
upon  the  duke  of  L to  employ  his  in- 
fluence in  persuading  nie  to  live  with  him; 
assuring  his  grace  that  I  had  actually  pro- 
inised  to  give  him  that  proof  of  n^iy  obedience, 
end  that  I  would  come  home  the  sooner  for 
Dcing  pres.sed  to  compliance  by  a  person  of 
his  rank  and  chara;ter.  Induced  by  these 
representations,  the  3uke  honoured  me  with 
•  visit ;  and,  n  the  course  of  his  exhortations, 
understood  how    he   had   been  tlins  mis- 


informed :   upon  which  I  sent  for  Lord , 

and,  in  his  presence,  convicted  him  of  the 
falsehood,  by  communicating  to  his  grace 
the  articles  of  our  hist  agreement,  which  he 
did  not  think  proper  to  deny  ;  and  the  duke 
being  undeceived,  declared,  that  he  would 
not  have  given  me  the  trouble  of  vindicating 
myself,  had  he  not  been  misled  by  the  in- 
sincerity of  my  lord. 

BafHed   in   this  attempt,  he   engaged  Mr 

II —  V ,  and  aflerwanls  my  own  father, 

in  the  same  task;  and  though  i  still  adliered 
to  my  first  resolution,  ])ersisted  with  such 
obstinacy  in  his  endeavours  to  make  me  un- 
happy, that  I  determined  to  leave  the  king- 
dom. Accordingly,  after  I  had  spent  the 
evening  with  him  at  Ilanelagh,  I  went  away 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  leaving 
my  companion,  with  directions  to  restore  to 
my  lord  his  house,  furniture,  plate,  and  e^'ery 
thing  ho  had  given  me  since  our  last  accom- 
modation ;  so  far  was  I,  upon  this  occasion, 
or  at  any  other  time  of  my  life,  from  em- 
bezzling  any  part  of  his  fortune.  My  friend 
followed  my  instructions  most  pimctually ; 
and  his  lordship  knows,  and  will  acknow- 
ledge, the  truth  of  this  assertion. 

Thus  have  I  explained  the  true  cause  of 
my  first  expedition  to  Flanders,  whither  the 
world  was  good  natured  enough  to  say  I  fol- 
lowed Mr  B and  the  whole  army,  which 

happened  to  be  sent  abroad  that  summer. 
Before  my  departure,  I  likewise  transmitted 

to  Lord  B the  dressing  plate,  china,  and 

a  very  considerable  settlement,  of  which  he 
had  been  generous  enough  to  make  me  a 
present.  This  was  an  instance  of  my  in- 
tegrity, which  I  thought  due  to  a  man  who 
had  laid  me  under  great  obligations  ;  and 
though   I  lived  to  be  refused  a  small   simi, 

both  by  hivn  and  S ,  I  do  not  repent  of 

my  disinterested  behaviour;  all  the  rcjvenge 
I  harbour  against  the  last  of  these  lovers,  is 
the  desire  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  do 
him  good. 

I  now  found  myself  adrift  in  the  world 
again,  and  very  richly  deserved  the  hardships 
of  my  condition,  for  my  indiscretion  in  leav 

ing  Lord  B ,  and  in  trusting  to  the  word 

of  Lord  ,  without  some  fuither  se- 
curity; but  I  have  dearly  paid  for  my  impru- 
dence. The  more  I  saw  into  the  character 
of  this  man,  whom  destiny  hath  appointed 
my  scourge,  the  tnore  was  I  determined  to 
avoid  his  fellowship  and  communication;  foi 
he  and  I  are,  in  point  of  disposition,  us  op- 
posite  as  any  two  principles  in  nature.  In 
the  first  place,  he  is  one  of  the  most  unsocial 
beings  that  ever  existed  :  when  I  was  pleas, 
ed  and  happy,  he  was  always  out  of  temper; 
but  if  he  could  find  means  to  overcast  and 
cloud  my  mirth,  though  never  so  innocent, 
he  then  discovered  signs  of  uncommon  satib 
faction  and  content,  because,  by  this  dis 
agreeable  temper,  he  banisiied  all  company 
from  his  house.     He  is  extremely  weak  of 
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understanding,  though  he  possesses  a  good 
share  of  low  cunning,  wliich  lias  so  egre- 
giously  imposed  upon  some  people,  that  they 
have  actually  believed  him  a  good  natured 
easy  creature,  and  blamed  me  because  I  did 
not  manage  him  to  better  purpose  ;  but,  upon 
further  acquaintance,  they  have  always  found 
liim  obstinate  as  a  nmle,  and  capricious  as  a 
monkey.  Not  that  he  is  utterly  void  of  all 
commendable  qualities:  he  is  punctual  in 
paying  his  debts,  liberal  when  in  good  hu- 
mour, and  would  be  well  bred,  were  he  not 
subject  to  fits  of  absence,  during  which  he  is 
altogether  unconversable  ;  but  he  is  proud, 
naturally  suspicious,  jealous,  equally  with 
and  without  cause,  never  made  a  friend,  and 
is  an  utter  stranger  to  the  joys  of  intimacy ; 
in  short,  he  hangs  like  a  damp  upon  society, 
and  may  be  properly  called  Kill-joy,  an 
epithet  which  he  has  justly  acquired.  He 
honours  me  with  constant  professions  of 
love  ;  but  his  conduct  is  so  opposite  to  my 
sentiments  of  tiiat  })assion,  as  to  have  been 
the  prime  source  of  all  my  misfortunes  and 
affliction  ;  and  I  have  often  wished  myself 
the  object  of  his  hate,  in  hopes  of  profiting 
by  a  change  in  his  behaviour. 

Indeed  he  has  not  been  able  to  make  me 
more  unliappy  than  I  believe  he  is  in  his 
own  mind  ;  for  he  is  literally  a  self-tormentor, 
who  never  enjoyed  one  gleam  of  satisfaction, 
except  at  the  expense  of  another's  quiet ; 
and  yet  with  tliis  (I  had  almost  called  it 
diabolical)  quality,  he  expects  that  I  should 
cherish  him  with  all  the  tenderness  of  af- 
fection. After  he  has  been  at  pains  to  incur 
my  aversion,  he  punishes  my  disgust,  by  con- 
triving schemes  to  mortify  and  perplex  me, 
which  have  often  succeeded  so  effectually, 
as  to  endanger  my  life  and  constitution ;  for 
r  have  been  fretted  and  frighted  into  sundry 
fits  of  illness,  and  then  I  own  1  have  experi- 
enced his  care  and  concern. 

Over  and  above  the  oddities  1  have  men- 
tioned, ho  is  so  unsteady  in  his  economy, 
that  he  is  always  new-modelling  his  affairs, 
and  exhausting  his  fortune,  by  laying  out  ten 
pounds,  in  order  to  save  a  shilling.  He  in- 
quires into  the  character  of  a  servant,  after 
he  has  lived  two  years  in  his  family,  and  is 
so  ridiculously  stocked  with  vanity  and  self- 
conceit,  that,  notwithstanding  my  assurance 
before,  and  the  whole  series  of  my  conduct 
Bincc  our  marriage,  which  ought  to  have 
convinced  him  of  my  dislike,  he  is  still  per- 
suaded, that,  at  bottom,  I  must  admire  and 
oe  enamoured  of  his  agreeable  person  and 
accomplishments,  and  that  I  would  not  fail 
to  manifest  my  love,  were  I  not  spirited  up 
against  him  by  his  own  relations.  Perhaps 
it  might  bo  their  interest  to  foment  the  mis- 
understanding betwixt  us;  but  really  they 
give  themi5eiIvos  no  trouble  about  our  affairs; 
and,  so  far  as  1  know  them,  are  a  very  good 
tort  of  pf.jple.  On  the  whole,  I  think  I  may 
with  jus  jce  pronounce  my  precious  yoke- 


fellow a  trifling,  teasing,  insufferable,  in- 
consistent creature. 

With  the  little  money  which  remained  of 
what  I  had  received  from  his  lordship  for 
housekeeping,  I  transported  myself  to  Flan- 
ders, and  arrived  in  Ghent,  a  few  days  after 
our  troops  were  quartered  in  that  city,  v/hiih 
was  so  much  crowded  with  these  new  visit- 
ants, that  I  should  have  found  it  impracticable 
to  procure  a  lodging,  had  I  not  been  accom- 
modated by  Lord  11 —  B ,  the  duke  of 

A 's  youngest  brother,  who  very  politely 

gave  me  up  his  own.     Here  I  saw  my  friend 

Mr  B ,  who  was  overjoyed  at  my  arrival, 

though  jealous  of  every  man  of  his  acquaint- 
ance; for  he  loved  me  witli  all  the  ardour 
of  passion,  and  I  regarded  hiin  with  all  the 
perfection  of  friendship,  which,  had  he  lived, 
in  time  might  have  produced  love  ;  though 
that  was  a  fruit  which  it  never  brought  forth. 
Notwithstanding  his  earnest  solicitations  tr 
the  contrary,  I  staid  but  a  week  in  Ghent 
from  whence  I  proceeded  to  Brussels,  and 
fixed  my  abode  in  the  Hotel  de  Flandre, 
among  an  agreeable  set  of  gentlemen  and 
ladies,  with  whom  I  spent  my  time  very 
cheerfully.  There  was  a  sort  of  court  in 
this  city,  frequented  by  all  the  officers  who 
could  obtain  permission  to  go  thither;  and 
the  place  in  general  was  gay  and  agreeable 
I  was  introduced  to  the  best  families,  and 
very  happy  in  my  acquaintance  ;  for  the 
ladies  were  polite,  good-tempered,  and  oblig 
ing,  and  treated  me  with  the  utmost  hos 
pitality  and  respect.  Among  others,  I  con 
tracted  a  friendship  with  Madame  la  Com- 

tesse  de  C and  her  two  daughters,  who 

were  very  amiable  young  ladies  ;  and  became 

intimate    with    the    Princess     C ,    and 

Countess  W ,  lady  of  the   bed-chamber 

to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  and  a  great  fa- 
vourite of  the  governor.  Monsieur  de  H , 

in  whose  house  she  lived  with  his  wife,  who 
was  also  a  lady  of  a  very  engaging  flis 
position. 

Soon  after  I  had  fixed  my  habitation  in 
Brussels,  the  company  at  our  hotel  was  in 
creased  by  three  officers,  who  professed 
themselves  my  admirers,  and  came  from 
Ghent  with  a  view  of  soliciting  my  love. 
This  triumvirate  consisted  of  the  Scotch  earl 

of ,  Lord   R —  M ,    and    another 

young  officer ;  the  first  was  a  man  of  a  very 
genteel  figure  and  amorous  complexion, 
danced  well,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  good 
humour,  with  a  mixture  of  vanity  and  self- 
conceit:  the  second  had  a  good  face,  though 
a  clumsy  person,  and  a  very  sweet  dispo- 
sition, very  much  adapted  for  the  sentimental 

passion  of  love:    and  tlie  third,  (Mr  W 

by  name)  was  tall,  thin,  and  well-bred,  with 
a  great  stock  of  good  nature  and  vivacity. 
These  adventurers  began  their  addresses  in 
general  acts  of  gallantry,  that  comprehended 
several  of  my  female  friends,  with  whom  wo 
used  to  engage  in  parties  of  pleasure,  both  is 
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whe  city  and  the  environs,  which  are  ex- 
tremely agreeable.  When  they  thounfjit  they 
had  taken  the  preliminary  steps  of  securing 
themselves  in  my  fjood  opinion  and  esteem, 
they  agreed  to  go  on  without  I'urthcr  delay, 

and   tiiat    Lord  should  make  the  first 

attack  upon  my  heart. 

lie  accordingly  laid  siege  to  me,  with  such 
warmth  and  assiduity,  that  I  believe  he  de- 
ceived himself,  and  began  to  think  lie  was 
actually  in  love  ;  though,  at  bottom,  he  felt 
no  impulse  that  deserved  the  sacred  name. 
Though  I  discouraged  him  in  the  beginning, 
he  persecuted  mo  with  his  addresses;  he  al- 
ways sat  by  me  at  dinner,  and  imparted  a 
thousand  trilles  in  continual  whispers,  which 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  company  so  much, 
that  I  began  to  fear  his  behaviour  would  give 
rise  to  some  report  to  my  prejudice,  and  there- 
fore avoided  him  with  the  utmost  caution. 
Notwithstanding  all  my  care,  however,  ho 
found  means  one  night,  while  my  maid,  who 
lay  in  my  room,  went  down  stairs,  to  get  into 
my  chamber  after  I  was  a-bcd  :  upon  which 
1  started  up,  and  told  him,  that,  if  ho  should 
approach  me,  I  would  alarm  the  house;  for 
I  never  wanted  courage  and  resolution.  Por- 
:;eiving  my  displeasure,  he  kneeled  by  the 
oed-side,  begged  I  would  have  pity  on  his  suf- 
ferings, and  swore  I  slioidd  liave  a  carte 
hlanche  to  the  utmost  e.xtent  of  his  fortune. 
To  these  proposals  I  made  no  other  reply, 
but  that  of  protesting  I  would  never  speak  to 
him  again,  if  he  did  not  quit  my  apartment 
that  moment;  upon  which  he  thought  proper 
to  withdraw  ;  and  I  never  aflerwards  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  me  on  the 
same  subject :  so  that,  in  a  few  weeks,  he 
separated  himself  from  our  society  ;  though 
the  ladies  of  Brussels  considered  him  as  my 
.over,  because,  of  all  the  other  officers,  he 
was  their  greatest  favourite. 

His  lordshipbeing  thus  repulsed,  MrW 

took  the  field,  and  assailed  my  heart  in  a 
very  ditferent  manner.  He  said  he  knew 
not  how  to  make  love,  but  was  a  man  of 
honour,  would  keep  the  secret,  and  so  forth. 
To  this  cavalier  address,  I  answered,  that  I 
was  not  angry,  as  otherwise  I  should  have 
oeen,  at  his  blunt  declaration,  because  I  found, 
oy  his  own  confession,  he  did  not  know  what 
wag  due  to  the  sex  ;  and  my  unhappy  situ- 
ation in  some  shape  excused  him  for  a  liberty 
which  he  would  not  have  dreamed  of  taking, 
had  not  my  misfortunes  encouraged  his  pre- 
sumption. But  I  would  deal  with  him  in  his 
own  way;  and,  far  from  assuming  the  prude, 
frankly  assured  him,  that  he  was  not  at  all 
to  my  taste,  hoping  he  would  consider  my 
dislike  as  a  suflicient  reason  to  reject  his  love. 

Lord  R began  to  feel  the  symptoms 

cf  a  gennine  passion,  which  he  carefully 
cherished  in  silence,  being  naturally  diffident 
and  bashful ;  but,  by  the  very  means  he  used 
to  conceal  it  from  my  observation',  I  plainly 
discerned  the  situation  of  his  heart,  and  was 
-i  F 


not  at  all  displeased  at  the  progress  I  had 
made  in  his  inclinations.  Meanwhile  he  cul- 
tivated my  acquaintance  with  great  assiduity 
and  respect,  attended  me  in  all  my  excur- 
sious,  and  particularly  in  an  expedition  to 
Antwerp,  with  two  other  gentlemen,  where, 
in  downright  gaiety  dc  cceur,  we  sat  for  our 
pictures,  whicli  were  drawn  in  one  piece, 
one  of  the  party  being  represented  in  the 
dress  of  an  hussar,  and  another  in  that  of  a 
running  footman.  This  incident  I  mention, 
because  the  performance,  which  ia  now  in 
my  possession,  gave  birth  to  a  thousand 
groundless  reports  circulated  in  England  ct 
our  expense. 

It  was   immediately  after  this  jaunt  that 

Lord  R began  to  disclose  his  passion; 

though  he  at  the  same  time  started  such  ob- 
jections as  seemed  well  nigh  to  extinguish 
his  hopes,  lamenting,  that,  even  if  he  sliould 
have  the  happiness  to  engage  my  afTections, 
his  fortune  was  too  inconsiderable  to  support 

us  against  the  efforts  of  Lord  ,  should 

he  attempt  to  interrupt  our  felicity :  and  that 
he  himself  was  obliged  to  follow  the  motions 
of  the  army.  In  short,  he  seemed  to  con- 
sider my  felicity  more  than  his  own,  and  be- 
haved with  such  delicacy,  as  gradually  made 
an  impression  on  my  heart ;  so  that,  when 
wo  parted,  we  agreed  to  renew  our  corres- 
pondence in  England. 

In  the  midst  of  these  agreeable  amusements, 
which  I  enjoyed  in  almost  all  the  different 
towns  in  Flanders,  I  happened  to  be  at  Ghent 
one  day,  sitting  among  a  good  deal  of  com- 
pany, in  one  of  their  hotels,  when  a  post- 
chaise  stopped  at  the  gate,  upon  which  we 
went  to  the  windows  to  satisfy  our  curiosity, 
when  who  should  step  out  of  the  convenience 
but  my  little  insignificant  lord.  I  no  sooner 
announced  him  to  the  company,  than  all  the 
gentlemen  asked  whether  they  should  stay 
and  protect  me,  or  withdraw ;  and  when  I 
assured  them  that  their  pi-otoction  was  not 
necessary,  one  and  all  of  them  retired ;  though 

Lord  R —  M went  no  farther  than   the 

parlour  below,  being  determined  to  screen 
me  against  all  violence  and  compulsion.  I 
sent  a  message  to  my  lord,  desiring  him  to 
walk  up  into  my  apartment;  but  although  his 
sole  errand  was  to  see  and  carry  me  off,  he 
would  not  venture  to  accept  of  my  invitation, 
till  he  had  demanded  me  in  form  from  the 
governor  of  the  place. 

That  gentleman,  being  altogetherastranger 
to  his  person  and  character,  referred  him  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  English  troops 
who  was  a  man  of  honour,  and,  upon  hif 
lordship's  application,  pretended  to  doubt  lii^ 
identity  ;  observmg,  that  he  had  always  heard 

Lord represented   as  a  jolly  corpulent 

man.  He  gave  him  to  understand,  however, 
that  even  granting  him  to  be  the  person,  1 
was  by  no  means  subject  to  military  law,  un- 
less he  could  prove  that  I  had  ever  eniieted' 
into  his  majesty's  service. 
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Tiius  disappointed  in  his  endeavours,  he 
returned  to  the  inn,  and,  with  much  pcr- 
Biiasion,  trusted  liiniself  in  my  dining-room, 
after  having  stationed  his  attendant  at  the 
door,  in  case  of  accidents.  When  I  asked 
wliat  had  procured  me  the  honour  of  this 
visit,  he  told  me,  liis  business  and  intention 
were  to  carry  me  home.  This  declaration 
produced  a  conference,  in  which  I  argued  the 
case  with  him;  and  matters  were  accom- 
modated for  the  present,  by  my  promising  to 
bo  in  England  some  time  in  September,  on 
condition  that  he  would  permit  me  to  live  by 
myself,  as  before,  and  immediately  order  the 
arrears  of  my  pin-money  to  be  paid.  He 
assented  to  every  thing  I  proposed,  returned 
in  peace  to  his  own  country,  and  the  deficien- 
cies of  my  allowance  were  made  good;  while 
I  returned  to  Brussels,  where  I  staid  until 
my  departure  for  England,  which  I  regulated 
m  such  a  manner  as  was  consistent  with  my 
engagement. 

f  took  lodgings  in  Pali-Mall,  and,  sending 
for  my  lord,  convinced  him  of  my  punctuality, 
and  put  him  in  mind  of  his  promise ;  when, 
to  my  utter  astonislur.ent  and  confusion,  he 
owned,  that  his  promise  was  no  more  than  a 
decoy  to  bring  me  over,  and  that  I  must  lay 
my  account  with  living  in  his  house  like  a 
dutiful  and  obedient  wife.  I  heard  him  with 
the  indignation  such  treatment  deserved,  up- 
braiding him  with  his  perfidious  dealing,  which 
(  told  him  would  have  determined  me  against 
cohabitation  with  him  had  I  not  been  already 
resolved :  and,  being  destitute  of  all  i-esource, 
repaired  to  Bath,  where  I  afterwards  met 
with  Mr  D and  Mr  R ,  two  gen- 
tlemen who  had  been  my  fellow-passengers 
in  the  yacht  from  Flanders,  and  treated  me 
with  groat  friendship  and  politeness,  without 
either  talking  or  thinking  of  love. 

With  these  gentlemen,  who  were  as  idle 
as  myself,  I  went  to  the  jubilee  at  Preston, 
which  was  no  other  than  a  great  number  of 
people  assembled  in  a  small  town,  extremely 
ill  accommodated,  to  partake  of  diversions 
that  were  bad  imitations  of  plays,  concerts, 
and  masquerades.  If  the  world  should  place 
tf)  the  account  of  my  indiscretion  my  travel- 
ling in  this  manner  with  gentlemen  to  whom 
I  liad  no  particular  attachment,  let  it  also  be 
considered,  as  an  alleviation,  that  I  always 
lived  in  terror  of  my  lord,  and  consequently 
was  often  obliged  to  shirt  my  quarters;  so 
that,  my  finances  being  extremely  slender, 
I  stood  the  more  in  need  of  assistance  and 
protection.  I  was,  besides,  young,  incon- 
eiderate,  and  so  simple,  as  to  suppose  the 
figure  of  an  ugly  man  would  always  secure 
me  from  censure  on  his  account:  neither  did 
I  ever  dream  of  any  man's  addresses,  until 
he  made  an  actual  declaration  of  his  love. 

Upon   my   return   to    Bath,   I  was    again 

harassed  by  Lord ,  who  came  thither, 

accom])aniod  by  my  father,  whom  I  was  very 
plad  to   see,  though  he  importuned  me   to 


comply  with  my  husband's  desire,  and  for  ths 
future  keep  measures  with  the  world.  This 
remonstrance  about  living  with  my  lord, which 
he  constantly  repeated,  was  the  only  instance 
of  his  unkindness  which  I  ever  felt.  But  nil 
his  admonitions  were  not  of  force  sufficient 
to  shake  my  resolution  in  that  particular ; 
though  the  debate  continued  so  late,  that  I 
told  his  lordship  it  was  high  time  to  retire, 
for  I  could  not  accommodate  him  with  a  bed. 
He  then  gave  me  to  understand,  that  he  would 
stay  where  he  was  ;  upon  which  my  father 
took  his  leave,  on  pretence  of  looking  out  for 
a  lodging  for  himself. 

The  little  gentleman  being  now  left  tete- 
a-tcte  with  me,  began  to  discover  some  signs 
of  apprehension  in  his  looks ;  but,  mustering 
up  all  his  resolution,  he  went  to  the  door, 
called  up  three  of  his  servants,  whom  he 
placed  as  sentinels  upon  the  stair,  and  flounced 
into  my  elbow-chair,  where  lie  resigned  him- 
self to  rest.  Litending  to  go  to  bed,  I  thought 
it  was  but  just  and  decent  that  I  should  screen 
myself  from  the  intrusion  of  his  footmen,  and 

with  that  view  bolted  the  door.     Lord , 

hearing  himself  locked  in,  started  up  in  the 
utmost  terror  and  consternation,  kicked  the 
door  with  his  heel,  and  screamed  aloud,  as  if 
he  had  been  in  the  hands  of  an  assassin. 
My  father,  who  had  not  yet  quitted  the  house, 
hearing  these  outcries,  ran  up  stairs  again, 
and,  coming  through  my  bed-chamber  into 
the  dining-room,  where  we  were,  found  me 
almost  suffocated  with  laughter,  and  his  he- 
roic son-in-law  staring  like  one  who  had  lost 
his  wits,  with  his  hair  standing  on  end. 

When  my  father  asked  the  meaning  of 
his  exclamations,  he  told  him,  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  dismay,  that  I  had  locked  him 
in,  and  he  did  not  understand  such  usage- 
hut  I  explained  the  whole  mystery,  by  saying, 
I  had  bolted  the  door,  because  I  did  not  like 
the  company  of  his  servants,  and  could  not 
imagine  the  cause  of  his  panic,  unless  he 
thought  I  designed  to  ravish  him  :  an  insult 
than  which  nothing  was  farther  from  my  in- 
tention. My  father  himself  could  scarce  re- 
frain from  laughing  at  his  ridiculous  fear; 
but,  seeing  him  in  great  confusitm,  took  pity 
on  his  condition,  and  carried  him  oft'  to  hia 
own  lodgings,  after  I  had  given  my  word  that 
I  would  not  attempt  to  escape,  but  give  him 
andience  next  morning.  I  accordingly  kept 
my  promise,  and  found  means  to  persuade 
them  to  leave  me  at  my  own  discretion. 
Next  day  I  was  rallied  upon  the  stratagem  I 

had  contrived  to  frighten  Lord ;    and  a 

thousand  idle  stories  were  told  about  th:« 
adventure,  which  happened  literally  as  I  have 
related  it. 

From  Bath  I  betook  myself  to  a  small 
house  near  Lincoln,  which  I  had  hired  of  the 
D of  A ,  bejause  a  country  life  suit- 
ed best  with  my  income,  which  was  no  more 
than  four  hundred  pounds  a-year,  and  that 
not  well  paid.      I  continued  some  mmths  in 
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this  retirement,  and  saw  no  company,  except 

Ijord  K —  M ,  who  lived    in   the   neigli- 

Dourliood,  and  visited  me  twice  ;  till,  finding 
myself  indisposed,  I  was  obliged  to  remove 
lO  London,  and  took  lodgings  in  .Maddox- 
strcet,  where  my  garrison  was  taken  by  storm 
by  my  lord  and  his  steward,  reinforced  by 

Mr  L--  V (who,  as   my  lord   told  me, 

had  a  subsidy  of  rive  and  twenty  ponnds  be- 
fore he  would  take  the  held),  ami  a  couple  of 
hardy  footmen.  This  f;)rmidal)lo  band  rushed 
into  my  apartment,  laid  violent  hands  upon 
me,  dragged  me  down  stairs  without  gloves 
or  a  cloak,  and,  thrusting  me  into  a  coach 
that  stood  at  the  door,  conveyed  me  to  my 
lord's  lodgings  in  Gloucester-street. 

Upon  this  occasion  his  lordshi])  courage- 
ously drew  his  sword  upon  my  woman,  who 
attempted  to  defend  me  from  his  insults, 
and,  in  all  probability,  would  have  intimidated 
him  from  proceeding;  for  he  looked  pale  and 
aghast,  his  knees  knocked  together,  and  he 
breathed  thick  and  hard,  with  his  nostrils  di- 
lated, as  if  he  had  seen  a  ghost;  but  he  was 
encouraged  by  his  mercenary  associate,  who, 
for  the  rive-and-twenty  pounds,  stood  by  him 
in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  spirited  him  on  to 
this  gallant  enterprise. 

In  consequence  of  this  exploit,  I  was  coop- 
ed up  in  a  paltry  apartment  in  Gloucester- 
street,  where  I  was  close  beset  by  his  lord- 
ship, and    his    worthy  steward   Jlr  II , 

with  a  set  of  servants  that  were  the  crea- 
tures of  this   fellow,  of  whom    Lord   

himself  stood  in  awe ;  so  that  I  could  not 
help  thinking  myself  in  Newgate,  among 
thieves  and  ruffians.  To  such  a  degree  did 
my  terror  prevail,  that  I  actually  believed 
I  was  in  danger  of  being  poisoned,  and  would 
not  receive  any  sustenance  except  from  the 
hands  6f  one  harmless  looking  fellow,  a  fo- 
reigner, who  was  my  lord's  valet  de  chambre. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  say  my  fears  were  just: 

but   such    was    my  opinion  of  H ,  that 

I  never  doubted  he  would  put  me  out  of  the 
way,  if  he  thought  my  life  interfered  with  his 
interest. 

On  the  second  day  of  my  imprisonment, 

1  was  visited  by  the  duke  of  I., ,  a  friend 

of  my  lord,  who  found  me  sitting  upon  a 
trunk,  in  a  poor  little  dining-room  rilled  with 
iuDiber,  and  lighted  with  too  bits  of  tallow 
candle,  which  had  been  letl  over-night.  He 
perceived  in  my  countenance  a  mixture  of 
rage,  indignation,  terror,  and  despair ;  he 
compassionated  my  sufferings,  though  he 
could  not  alleviate  my  distress,  any  other 
vay  than  by  interceding  with  my  tyrant  to 
mitigate  my  oppression.  Nevertheless,  I  re- 
mained eleven  days  in  this  uncomfortable 
situation  ;  I  was  watched  like  a  criminal  all 
day,  and  one  of  the  servants  walked  from 
one  room  to  another  all  night,  in  the  nature 
of  a  patrole  :  while  my  lord,  who  lay  in  the 
chamber  above  me,  got  out  of  bed,  and  trip- 
ped to  the  wmdow,  at  the  sound  of  everj^ 
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coach  that   chanced    to   pass   through   th<! 

street.     11 ,    wlio   was    consummate   in 

the  arts  of  a  sycophant,  began  to  court  my 
favour,  ly  condoling  my  aliiiction,  and  as- 
suring me,  that  the  only  method  by  which  I 
could  regain  my  liberty,  was  a  cheerful  com- 
pliance  with  the  humour  of  my  lord.  I  was 
fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  obser- 
vation ;  and,  though  my  temper  is  altogether 
averse  to  dissimulation,  attempted  to  affect 
an  air  of  serenity  and  resignation.  But  this 
disguise,  I  found,  would  not  answer  my  pur- 
pose; and  therefore  I  had  recourse  to  tlie 
assistance  of  my  maid,  who  was  permitted  to 
attend  me  in  my  conrinemeut.  With  her  I 
fre(juently  consulted  about  the  means  of  ac- 
complishing my  escape.  In  consequence  of 
our  deliberations,  she  directed  a  coach  and 
six  to  be  ready  at  a  certain  part  of  the  town, 
and  to  wait  lor  me  three  days  in  the  same 
place,  in  case  I  could  not  come  before  the 
expiration  of  that  term. 

This  previous  measure  being  taken  ac- 
cording to  my  instructions,  the  next  neces- 
sary step  was  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  my 
guard  ;  and  in  this  manner  did  I  effectuate 
my  purpose.  Being  by  this  time  indulged  in 
the  liberty  of  going  out  in  the  coach,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  air,  attended  by  two  footmen, 
who  had  orders  to  watch  all  my  motions, 
I  made  use  of  this  privilege  one  forenoon, 

when    liOrd  expected   some    company 

to  dinner,  and  bade  the  coachman  drive  to 
the  lodgings  of  a  man  who  wrote  with  J'.ie 
mouth,  intending  to  give  my  spies  the  slip, 
on  pretence  of  seeing  this  curiosity ;  but 
they  were  too  alert  in  their  duty  to  be  thus 
outwitted,  and  followed  me  up  stairs  into  the 
very  apartment. 

Disappointed  in  this  hope,  I  revolved  ano- 
ther scheme,  which  was  attended  with  suc- 
cess ;  I  bought  some  olives  at  an  oil-shop; 
and,  telling  the  servants  I  would  proceed  to 
St  James's  gate,  and  take  a  turn  in  the  park, 
broke  one  of  the  bottles  by  the  way,  com- 
plained of  the  misfortune  when  I  was  set 
down,  and  desired  that  my  coach  might  be 
cleaned  before  my  return.  While  my  at- 
tendants were  employed  in  this  office,  I  trip- 
ped across  the  parade  to  the  Horse-guards, 
and  chanced  to  meet  with  an  acquaintance 
in  the  park,  who  said,  he  saw  by  my  counte- 
nance that  I  was  upon  some  expedition.  I 
owned  his  suspicion  was  just ;  but,  as  I  had 
not  time  to  relate  particulars,  I  quickened 
my  pace,  and  took  possession  of  an  hackney- 
coach,  in  which  I  proceeded  to  the  vehicle 
which  I  had  appointed  to  be  in  waiting. 

While  I  thus  compassed  my  escape,  there 
was  nothing  but  perplexity  and  confusion  at 
home  ;  dinner  was  delayed  till  six  o'clock  ; 
my  lord  ran  half  the  town  over  in  quest  of 
his  equipage,  which  at  last  returned,  with  an 
account  of  my  elopement.  My  maid  wai» 
brought  to  the  question,  and  grievously  threat- 
ened; but  (like  all  the  women  I  e\or  liad) 
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remained  unshaken  in  her  fidelity.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  travelled  night  and  day  towards 
my  retreat  in  Lincolnshire,  of  which  his  lord- 
ship had  not  as  yot  got  the  least  inteJIiirence ; 
and  as  my  coachman  was  but  an  inexperi- 
enced driver,  I  was  obliged  to  make  use  of 
my  own  skill  in  that  exercise,  and  direct  his 
endeavours,  the  whole  way,  without  ventur- 
ing to  go  to  bed,  or  take  the  least  repose, 
until  I  reached  my  own  habitation.  There  I 
lived  in  peace  and  tranquillity  for  the  space 
of  six  weeks,  when  I  was  alarmed  by  one  of 
my  lord's  myrmidons,  who  came  into  the 
neighbourhood,  blustering  and  swearing  that 
he  would  carry  me  off  either  dead  or  alive. 

It  is  not  to  ffe  supposed  that  I  was  perfect- 
y  easy  when  I  was  made  acquainted  with 
his  purpose  and  declaration,  as  my  whole 
family  consisted  of  no  more  than  a  couple  of 
women  and  one  footman.  However,  I  sum- 
moned up  my  courage,  which  had  been  often 
tried,  and  never  forsook  me  in  the  day  of 
danger;  and  sent  him  word,  that,  if  ever  he 
should  presume  to  approach  my  house,  I 
would  order  him  to  be  shot  without  cere- 
mony. The  fellow  did  not  choose  to  put  me 
to  the  trial,  and  returned  to  town  without  his 
errand.  But  as  the  place  of  my  abode  was 
now  discovered,  I  laid  my  account  with  hav- 
ing a  visit  from  his  employer :  I  therefore 
planted  spies  upon  the  road,  with  a  promise 
of  reward  to  him  who  should  bring  me  the 
first  intelligence  of  his  lordship's  approach. 

Accordingly,  I  was  one  morning  apprised 
of  his  coming,  and,  mounting  horse  imme- 
diately, with  my  woman  and  valet,  away  we 
rode,  in  defiance  of  winter.  In  two  davs  I 
traversed  the  wilds  of  Lincolnshire  and 
hundreds  of  Essex,  crossed  the  river  at  Til- 
bury, breakfasted  at  Chatham,  by  the  help  of 
a  guide  and  moonlight  arrived  at  Dover  the 
same  evening,  embarked  for  Calais,  in  which 
place  I  found  myself  next  day  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  ;  and,  being  heartily  tired 
v/ith  my  journey,  betook  myself  to  rest. 
My  maid,  who  was  not  able  to  travel  with 
3uch  expedition,  followed  me  at  an  easier 
pace  ;  and  the  footman  was  so  astonished  at 
my  perseverance,  that  he  could  not  help  ask- 
ing me  upon  the  road,  if  ever  I  was  weary  in 
.my  life?  Certain  it  is,  my  si)irits  and  re- 
solution have  enabled  me  to  undergo  fatigues 
tliat  are  almost  incredible.  From  Calais  I 
went  to  Brussels,  where  I  again  set  up  my 
rest  in  private  lodgings  ;  was  again  perfectly 
v/e!l  received  by  the  fashionable  peojde  of 
that  place;  and,  by  the  interest  of  my  friends, 
obtained  the  queen  of  Hungary's  protection 
against  the  persecution  of  my  husband,  while 
I  sliDuld  reside  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands. 

Thus  secured,  I  lived  uncensiired,  con- 
versing with  the  English  company,  with 
which  this  city  was  crowded  ;  but  spent  the 
most  agreeable  part  of  my  time  with  the 
Countess  01  Caleniberg,  in  whose  house  I 
trenera.ly  amed  and  supped;  and  I  also  con- 


tracted an  intimacy  with  the  princess  of 
Chemay,  who  v/as  a  great  favourite  with 
Madam  d'Harracii,  the  governor's  ladv- 

1  had  not  been  long  in  this  happy  situation 
when    I    was    disturbed    by   the    arrival    of 

Lord ,  who  demanded  me  of  the  gover. 

nor;  but  finding  m.e  sheltered  from  his  power, 
he  set  out  for  Vienna  ;  and,  in  consequence 
of  his  representations,  strengthened  with  the 
duke  of  N — 's  name,  my  protection  was 
withdrawn.  But,  before  this  application,  he 
had  gone  to  the  camp,  and  addressed  him- 
self to  1/ord  Stair,  who  was  my  particular 
friend  and  ally  by  my  first  marriage, desiring 
he  would  conij>el  me  to  return  to  his  house. 
His  lordship  told  him,  that  I  was  in  no  shape 
subject  to  liis  command ;  but  invited  him  to 
dinner,  with  a  view  of  diverting  himself  and 
company  at  the  expence  of  his  guest.  In 
the  evening,  he  was  plied  with  so  many 
bumpers  to  my  health,  that  he  became  in- 
toxicated, and  extremely  obstreperous,  in- 
sisted upon  seeing  Lord  Stair  after  he  was 
retired  to  rest,  and  quarrelled  with  Lord  D — , 
who  being  a  tall,  large,  rawboned  Scotchman, 
could  have  swallowed  him  at  one  mouth- 
ful ;  but  he  thought  he  might  venture  to  chal- 
lenge him,  in  hopes  of  being  put  under  arrest 
by  the  general :  though  he  reckoned  without 
his  host ;  I,ord  Stair  knew  his  disposition, 
and,  in  order  to  punish  his  presumption 
winked  at  the  affair.  The  challenger,  find- 
ing himself  mistaken  in  his  conjecture,  got 
up  early  in  the  morning,  and  went  off  post 
for  Vienna:  and  Lord  Stair  desired  a  certain 
man  of  quality  to  make  me  a  visit,  and  give 
me  an  account  of  his  behaviour. 

Being  now  deprived  of  my  protection  and 
pin-money, which  my  generous  husband  would 
no  longer  pay,  I  was  reduced  to  great  diffi- 
culty and  distress.  The  duchess  d'Aremberg, 
Lord  G ,  and  many  other  persons  of  dis- 
tinction, interceded  in  my  behalf  with  his 
majesty,  who  was  then  abroad  ;  but  he  refused 
to  interpose  between  man  and  wife.  The 
Countess  of  Calemberg  wrote  a  letter  to  my 
father,  in  which  she  represented  my  uncom- 
fortable situation,  and  undertook  to  answer 
for  my  conduct,  in  case  he  would  allow  me  a 
small  annuity,  on  which  I  could  live  inde- 
pendent of  Lord ,  who,  by  all  accounts, 

was  a  wretch  with  whom  I  could  never  enjoy 
the  least  happiness  or  quiet,  otherwise  she 
would  be  the  first  to  advise  me  to  an  accom- 
modation. She  gave  him  to  understand,  that 
her  character  was  neither  doubtful  nor  ob- 
scure; and  that,  if  my  conduct  there  had  not 
been  irreproachable,  she  should  not  ha.v% 
taken  mo  under  her  protection  ;  that,  as  I 
proposed  to  board  in  a  convent,  a  small  sum 
would  answer  my  occasions;  but,  if  that 
should  be  denied,  I  would  actually  go  to  ser- 
vice, or  take  some  other  desperate  step,  to 
avoid  the  man  who  was  my  bane  and  aversion. 

To  this  kind  remonstrance  my  fathej 
answered,  that  his  fortune  would  not  allow 
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nirn  to  assist  mc ;  lie  liad  now  a  youn<r  fumil)'; 
and  that  I  ought,  at  all  events,  to  return  to 
my  husband.  iJy  this  time,  such  was  the 
extremity  of  my  circumstances,  that  I  was 
forced  to  pawn  my  clothes,  and  every  tridino; 
trinket  in  my  possession,  and  even  to  descend 

BO  far  -ri  to  solicit  Mr  S for  a  loan  of 

lirty  pounds,  which  he  refused. 

Thus  was  I  deserted  in  my  distress  by  two 
persons,  to  whom,  in  the  season  of  my  afllu- 
ence,  my  purse  had  been  always  open. 
Nothing  so  cflectually  subdues  a  spirit  un- 
used to  supplicate,  as  want:  repulsed  in  this 

manner,  I  liad  recourse  to  Lord  B ,  wlio 

was  also  (it  seems)  unable  to  relieve  my  ne- 
cessities. This  mortilication  I  deserved  at 
liis  hands,  though  he  had  once  put  it  in  my 
uowcr  to  be  above  all  such  paltry  appli- 
cations ;  and  I  sliould  not  have  been  com- 
pelled to  the  disagreeable  task  of  troubling 
my  friends,  had  not  I  voluntarily  resigned 
what  he  formerly  gave  me.  As  to  the  other 
gentleman  to  whom  I  addressed  myself  on 
this  occasion,  I  think  he  might  have  shown 
more  regard  to  my  situation,  not  only  for  the 
reasons  already  mentioned,  but  because  he 
knew  me  too  well  to  be  ignorant  of  what  I 
must  have  suffered  in  condescending  to  make 
such  a  request. 

Several  officers,  who  guessed  my  adversity, 
generously  otfered  to  supply  me  with  money; 
but  I  could  not  bring  myself  to  make  use  of 
their  friendship,  or  even  to  own  my  distress, 
e.xcept  to  one  person,  of  whom  I  borrowed 
a  small  sum.  To  crown  my  misfortunes,  I 
was  taken  very  ill,  at  a  time  wiien  there  was 
no  other  way  of  avoiding  the  clutclies  of  iny 
persecutor  but  by  a  precipitate  flight.  In 
this  emergency,  I  applied  to  a  worthy  gentle- 
man at  Brussels,  a  very  good  friend  of  mine, 
but  no  lover.  I  say  no  lover,  because  every 
raan  is  supposed  to  act  in  that  capacity  who 
befriends  a  young  woman  in  distress.  This 
generous  Fleming  set  out  with  me  in  the 
night  from  Brussels,  and  conducted  me  to 
tiie  frontiers  of  Finance.  Being  very  much 
indisposed  both  in  mind  and  body  when  I 
was  obliged  to  undertake  this  expedition,  I 
should  in  all  probability  have  sunk  under  the 
fatigue  of  travelling,  had  not  my  spirits  been 
kept  up  by  the  conversation  of  my  com- 
panion, who  was  a  man  of  business  and  con- 
sequence, and  undertook  to  manage  my  af- 
fairs in  such  a  manner  as  would  enable  rne  to 
i-e-establish  my  residence  in  the  place  I  had 
left.  lie  was  young  and  active,  attended  mo 
with  the  utmost  care  and  assiduity,  and  left 
nothing  undone  which  ho  thought  would  con- 
tribute to  my  ease  and  satisfaction.  I  believe 
his  friendship  for  me  was  a  little  tinctured 
with  another  passion ;  but  he  was  married, 
and  lived  very  well  with  his  wife,  who  was 
also  my  friend;  so  that  ho  knew  I  would 
never  think  of  him  in  the  light  of  a  lover. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Valenciennes,  he  ac- 
commodated me  with  a  little  money  (for  a 


little  was  all  I  would  take),  and  returned  to 
his  own  city,  after  we  had  settled  a  ctirres- 
pondcnce  by  letters.  I  was  detained  a  day 
or  two  in  tliis  place  by  my  indisposition 
whicli  increased;  but,  nevertheless,  proceed- 
ed to  Paris,  to  make  interest  for  a  protection 
from  the  king  of  France,  which  that  monarch 
graciously  accorded  me  in  three  days  after 
my  lirst  application;  and  his  minister  sent 
orders  to  all  the  governors  and  iiitcndants  of 
the  province  towns,  to   protect  me  against 

the  efforts  of  Lord ,  in  whatever  place  1 

should  choose  to  reside. 

Having  returned  my  thanks  at  Versailles 
for  this  favour,  and  tarried  a  few  days  at  Pa- 
ris, which  was  a  place  altogether  unsuitable 
to  the  low  ebb  of  my  fortune,  I  repaired  lo 
Lisle,  where  I  intended  to  fix  my  habitation ; 
and  there  my  disorder  recurred  with  such 
violence,  that  I  was  obliged  to  send  for  a 
physician,  who  seemed  to  have  been  a  dis- 
ci[)ie  of  Sandrago  ;  for  lie  scarce  left  a  drop 
of  blood  in  my  body,  and  yet  I  found  myself 
never  a  whit  the  better.  Indeed,  I  was  so 
much  e.xhausted  by  these  evacuations,  and 
my  constitution  so  much  impaired  by  fatigue 
and  pei'turbation  of  mind,  that  I  had  no  other 
hope  of  recovering  but  that  of  reaching  Eng- 
land, and  putting  myself  under  the  direction 
of  a  pliysician  on  whose  ability  I  could  de- 
pend. 

With  this  doubtful  prospect,  therefore,  I 
determined  to  attempt  a  return  to  my  nativ8 
air,  and  actually  departed  from  Lisle,  in  such 
a  melanclioly  enfeebled  condition,  that  I  had 
almost  fainted  v/hen  I  was  put  into  tlie  coach 
But  before  I  resolved  upon  this  journey.  I 
was  reduced  to  the  utmost  exigence  of  for- 
tune, so  that  I  could  scarce  afford  to  buy 
provisions,  had  it  been  in  my  power  to  eat, 
and  should  not  have  been  able  to  defray  my 
travelling  expenccs,  had  I  not  been  generous- 
ly befriended  by  Lord  R —  M ,  who  (I  am 

sure)  would  have  done  any  thing  for  my  casB 
and  accommodation,  though  he  has  unjustly 
incurred  the  imputation  of  being  parsimoni 
ous,  and  I  had  no  reason  to  expect  any  such 
favour  at  his  hands. 

In  this  deplorable  state  of  health  I  was 
conveyed  to  Calais,  being  all  the  way  (as  it 
were)  in  the  arms  of  death,  without  having 
swallowed  the  least  sustenance  on  the  road. 
So  much  was  my  indisposition  augmented  by 
tlie  fatigue  of  the  journey,  that  I  swooned 
when  T  was  brought  into  the  inn,  and  had  al- 
most expired  before  1  could  receive  the  least 
assists  ice  or  advice  ;  however,  my  spiriia 
were  a  little  revived  by  some  bread  and  wine, 
which  I  took  at  the  persuasion  of  a  French 
surgeon,  who,  chancing  to  pass  by  the  door 
was  called  up  to  my  relief.  Having  sent  my 
servant  to  Brussels,  to  take  care  of  my 
clothes,  I  embarked  in  the  packet-boat,  and 
by  the  time  we  arri\  ed  at  Dover  was  almost 
in  extremity. 

Here  I  found  a  return  coach,  ia  wbicli  / 


240 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


was  carried  to  London,  and  was  put  to  bed 
at  tlic  liousc  we  put  np  at,  more  dead  than 
alive.  The  people  of  the  inn  sent  for  an 
apothecary,  who  administered  some  cordial 
that  recalled  me  to  life ;  and,  when  I  re- 
covered the  use  of  speech,  I  told  him  who  I 

was,  and  desired  him  to  wait  upon  Dr  S , 

and  inform  him  of  my  situation.  A  youn^ 
pirl,  who  was  niece  to  the  landlord's  wife, 
seeing  me  unattended,  made  a  tenner  of  her 
service  to  me,  and  1  accepted  the  offer,  as 
well  as  of  a  lodg-ing  in  the  apothecary's 
house,  to  which  I  was  conveyed  as  soon  as 
my  streng-th  would  admit  of  my  removal. 
There  I  was  visited  by  my  physician,  who 
was  shocked  to  lind  me  in  such  a  dangerous 
condition  ;  however,  having  considered  my 
case,  lie  perceived  that  my  indisposition  pro- 
ceeded from  the  calamities  1  had  undergone, 
and  encouraged  me  with  the  hope  of  a 
speedy  cure,  provided  I  could  be  kept  easy 
and  undisturbed. 

I  was  accordingly  attended  with  all  imagin- 
able care  ;  my  lord's  name  being  never 
mentioned  in  my  hearing,  because  I  con- 
sidered him  as  the  fatal  source  of  all  my  mis- 
fortunes; and  in  a  month  I  recovered  my 
healtli,  by  the  great  skill  and  tenderness  of 
my  doctor,  who  now  finding  me  strong 
enough  to  encounter  fresh  troubles,  endea- 
voured to  persuade  me,  that  it  would  be  my 
wisest  step  to  return  to  my  husband,  whom 
at  that  time  lie  had  oflen  occasion  to  see. 
But  I  rejected  his  proposal,  commenced  a 
new  law-suit  for  separation,  and  took  a  small 
house  in  St  James's-square. 

About  this  time  my  woman  returned  from 
Brussels,  but  without  my  clothes,  W'hich  were 
detained  on  account  of  the  money  I  owed  in 
that  place ;  and,  asking  her  dismission  from 
my  service,  set  up  shop  for  herself.  I  had 
not  lived  many  weeks  in  my  now  habitation, 
when  my  persecutor  renewed  his  attempts  to 
make  himself  master  of  my  person,  bat  I 
nad  learned  from  experience  to  redouble  my 
vigilance,  and  he  was  frustrated  in  all  his 
endeavours.  I  was  again  happy  in  the  con- 
versation of  my  former  acquaintance,  and 
visited  by  a  great  number  of  gentlemen, 
mostly  persons  of  probity  and  sense,  who 
cultivated  my  friendship  without  a^iy:;  ether 
motive  of  attachment.  Not  that  I  w'as  un- 
solicited on  the  article  of  love :  that  was  a 
theme  on  which  I  never  wanted  orators ;  and 
could  I  have  prevailed  upon  myself  to  profit 
by  the  advances  that  wore  made,  I  might 
have  managed  my  opportunities  so  as  to 
have  set  fortune  at  defiance  for  the  future. 
But  I  was  none  of  those  economists,  who 
can  sacrifice  their  hearts  to  interested  con- 
siderations. 

One  evening,  while  I  was  conversing  with 
Jiree  or  four  of  my  friends,  my  lawyer  came 
in,  and  told  me  he  had  something  of  con- 
jequence  to  impart;  upon  which  all  the  gcn- 
■.leraeii  but  one  went  away.     Then  he  gave 


me  to  understand,  that  my  suit  would  im 
mediately  come  to  trial  ;  and,  though  he 
hoped  the  best,  the  issue  was  uncertain  ;  that 
if  it  should  be  given  against  me,  t)ie  decision 
woiid  inspire  my  lord  with  fresh  spirits  tc 
disturb  my  peace  ;  and  therefore  it  would  he 
convenient  for  me  to  retire,  until  the  af]aii 
should  be  brought  to  a  determination. 

I  was  very  much  disconcerted  at  this  in 
tciligence;  and  the  gentleman  who  staid  per- 
ceiving my  concern,  asked  what  I  intended 
to  do,  or  if  ho  could  servo  me  in  any  shape, 
and  desired  to  know  whither  I  proposed  tc 
retreat?  I  affected  to  laugh,  and  answered, 
"To  a  gariTt,  I  believe."  To  this  over- 
strained raillery,  he  replied,  that,  if  I  should, 
his  friendship  and  regard  would  find  the  way 
to  my  apartment ;  and  I  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  declaration.  We 
consulted  about  the  measures  I  should  take; 
and  I  determined  to  remove  into  the  country, 
where  I  was  soon  favoured  with  a  letter  from 
him,  wherein  he  expressed  the  infinite  plea- 
sure he  had  in  being  able  to  assure  me  that 
my  suit  had  been  successful,  and  that  I  might 
appear  again  with  great  safety. 

Accordingly  I  returned  to  town  in  his 
coach  and  six,  which  he  had  sent  for  my  con- 
venience, and  the  same  evening  went  with 
him  to  the  masquerade,  where  we  passed  the 
night  very  agreeably,  his  spirits  as  well  as 
mine  being  elevated  to  a  joyous  pitch  by  the 
happy  event  of  my  process.  This  gentleman 
was  a  person  of  <jreat  honour,  worth,  and 
good  nature  ;  1  o  loved  me  extremely,  but  did 
not  care  that  I  snould  know  the  extent  of  his 
passion :  on  the  contrary,  he  endeavoured  to 
persuade  me,  he  had  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim, 
that  no  woman  should  ever  have  power 
enough  over  his  heart  to  give  him  the  least 
pain  or  disquiet.  In  short,  he  had  made  a 
progress  in  my  affection,  and  to  his  generosity 
was  I  indebted  for  my  subsistence  two  whole 
years  ;  during  which  he  was  continually  pro- 
fessing this  philosophic  indifference,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  he  was  giving  me  daily  as- 
surances of  his  friendship  and  esteem,  and 
treating  me  with  incessant  marks  of  the  most 
passionate  love  :  so  that  I  concluded  his  in- 
tention was  cold,  though  his  temper  was 
warm.  Considering  myself  as  an  incumbrance 
upon  his  fortune,  I  redoubled  my  endeavours 
to  obtain  a  separate  maintenance  from  my 
lord,  and  removed  from  St  James's-square  to 
lodgings  at  Kensington,  where  I  had  not 
long  enjoyed  myself  in  tranquillity,  before  il 
was  interrupted  by  a  very  unexpected  visit. 

While  I  was  busy  one  day  dressing  in  mj 
dining-room,  I  found  his  lordship  at  my  elbow 
before  I  was  aware  of  his  approach,  although 
his  coach  was  at  the  door,  and  the  house  al- 
ready in  the  possession  of  his  servants.  He 
accosted  mo  in  the  usual  stylo,  as  if  we  had 
parted  the  nioht  before  ;  and  I  answered  him 
with  an  appearance  of  the  same  carelesa 
familiaritv,  desiring  him  to  sit  down,  whilo  ! 
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retroatcu  to  my  chamber,  locked  tiie  door, 
and  fairiy  went  to  bcd.bcinpf  perhaps  the  first 
woman  wlio  went  thither  for  protection  from 
the  insults  of  a  man.  Here  then  I  innnurcd 
myself  with  my  tuithful  Abinfail.  My  lord 
tindingrme  secured,  knocked  at  the  door,  and 
through  the  key-hole  begged  to  be  admitted, 
assuring  mo  that  all  he  wanted  was  a  con- 
ference. I  desired  to  be  excused,  thougli  I 
oelievcd  his  assurance  ;  but  I  had  no  incli- 
nation to  converse  with  him,  because  I  knew 
from  experience  the  nature  of  his  conver- 
sation, whicii  was  so  disagreeable  and  tor- 
menting, that  I  would  have  exchanged  it  at 
any  time  for  a  good  beating,  and  tliought  my- 
self a  gainer  by  tiie  bargain.  However,  he 
persisted  in  his  im|)ortunitics  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  I  assented  to  his  proposal,  on  con- 
dition  that   the    duke    of  L should  be 

present  at  tiie  interview;  and  he  immediate- 
ly sent  a  message  to  his  grace,  while  I  in 
peace  ate  my  breakfast,  conveyed  in  a  basket, 
whicli  was  hoisted  up  to  the  window  of  my 
bed-chamber. 

The  duke  was  so  kind  as  to  come  at  my 
lord's  request,  and,  before  I  would  open  the 
door,  gave  me  his  word,  that  I  should  be  pro- 
tected from  all  violence  and  compulsion. 
Thus  assured,  they  were  permitted  to  enter. 
My  little  gentleman,  sitting  down  by  my  bed- 
Bide,  began  to  repeat  the  old  liacknicd  ar- 
guments he  had  formerly  used,  with  the  view 
of  inducing  me  to  live  witii  him  ;  and  I,  on 
my  side,  repeated  my  former  objections,  or 
pretended  to  listen  to  his  representations, 
while  my  imagination  was  employed  in  con- 
triving tiie  means  of  etfecting  an  escape, 
as  the  duke  easily  perceived  by  my  coun- 
tenance. 

Finding  all  his  remonstrances  ineffectual, 
he  quitted  the  chamber,  and  left  his  cause  to 
the  eloquence  of  liis  grace,  wiio  sat  with  me 
a  whole  half-hour,  without  exerting  himself 
much  in  belialf  of  his  client,  because  he 
knew  I  was  altogether  obstinate  and  de- 
termined on  that  score  ;  but  joked  upon  the 
behaviour  of  his  lordsliip,  who  (though  jealous 
of  most  people)  had  lefl  him  alone  with  me 
in  my  bed-chamber,  observing,  that  he  must 
either  have  great  confidence  in  his  virtue,  or 
a  very  bad  opinion  of  him  otherwise.  In 
short,  I  found  means  to  defer  the  categorical 
answer  till  next  day,  and  invited  the  duke 
an  J  his  lordship  to  dine  with  me  to-morrow. 
My  wise  yoke-fcllow  seemed  to  doubt  the 
sincerity  of  this  i.«;vitation,  aad  was  very 
much  disposed  to  keep  possession  of  my 
house :  but,  by  the  persuasions  of  his  grace, 
and  the  advice  of  U — n,  who  was  his  chief 
counsellor  and  back,  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  take  my  word,  and  for  the  present  left  me. 

They  were  no  sooner  retired,  than  I  rose 
with  great  expedition,  packed  up  my  clothes, 
and  took  shelter  in  Essex  for  the  first  time. 
Next  day  my  lord  and  his  noble  friend  came 
.o  dinner,  according  to  appointment;   and, 
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being  informed  of  my  escape  by  my  woman, 
wliom  I  had  left  in  the  house,  his  lordship 
discovered  some  signs  of  discontent,  and  in- 
sisted upon  seeing  my  papers;  ujjon  wiiich 
my  maid  produced  a  parcel  of  bills  whicli  I 
owed  to  dillerent  j)eo})le.  Notwithstanding 
this  disappointment,  he  sat  down  to  wliat 
was  provided  for  dinner,  and  with  great  de- 
liberation ate  up  a  log  of  lamb,  the  best  part 
of  a  fowl,  and  something  else,  which  I  do 
not  now  remember;  and  then  very  peaceably 
went  awiiy,  giving  my  maid  an  opportunity 
of  following  me  to  the  place  of  my  retreat. 

My  intention  was  to  have  sougiit  rotiige, 
as  Ibrmerly,  in  anotiicr  country;  but  I  was 
prevented  from  putting  my  design  in  exe- 
cution  by  a  fit  of  iilocss,  during  wiiich  I  was 
visited  by  my  physician  and  some  of  my  own 
relations,  particularly  a  distant  cousin  or 
mine,  whom  my  Jord  had  engaged  in  his  in- 
terests, l)y  promising  to  recompencc  lier  am- 
ply, if  slie  could  persuade  me  to  comply  witii 
iiis  desire.  In  this  office  she  was  assisted 
by  the  doctor,  who  was  my  friend,  and  a  man 
of  sense,  for  whom  I  have  tlie  most  perfect 
esteem,  though  lie  and  I  have  often  differed 
in  point  of  opinion.  In  a  word,  I  was  ex- 
posed to  tiie  incessant  importunities  of  all 
my  acquaintance,  which,  added  to  the  des- 
perate  circumstances  of  my  fortune,  com- 
pelled me  to  embrace  tlie  terms  tliat  were 
olfered,  and  I  again  returned  to  the  domestic 
duties  of  a  wife. 

I  was  conducted  to  my  lord's  house  by  an 
old  friend  of  mine,  a  gentleman  turned  of 
fifty,  of  admirable  parts  and  understanding ; 
he  was  a  pleasing  companion,  cheerful  and 
humane,  and  had  accpiired  a  great  share  of 
my  esteem  and  respect.  In  a  word,  his  ad- 
vice had  great  weight  in  my  deliberations, 
because  it  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  ex- 
perience and  disinterested  friendship.  With- 
out all  doubt,  he  had  an  unfeigned  concern 
for  my  welfare ;  but,  being  an  admirable  po- 
litician, his  scheme  was  to  make  my  interest 
coincide  with  his  own  inclinations  ;  for  I  had 
unwittingly  made  an  innovation  upon  his 
lieart ;  and  as  he  thouglit  I  siiould  hardly 
favour  his  passion  while  I  was  at  liberty  to 
converse  with  the  rest  of  my  admirers,  lie 
counselled  me  to  surrender  that  freedom, 
well  knowing  tiiat  my  lord  would  be  easily 
persuaded  to  banish  all  his  rivals  from  the 
house  ;  in  which  case,  he  did  not  doubt  of 
iiis  being  able  to  nnsinuate  himself  into  my 
affections ;  because  he  laid  it  down  nc  n;i 
eternal  truth,  that,  if  any  two  persons  of  dif- 
ferent sexes  were  obliged  to  live  together  in 
a  desert,  where  they  would  be  excluded  from 
all  otlier  human  intercourse,  they  would 
naturally  and  inevitably  contract  an  incli- 
nation lor  each  otlier. 

IIow  just  this  hypothesis  migiit  be,  I  leavu 
to  the  determination  of  tlie  curious;  though, 
if  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  my  own 
disposition,  a  couple  so  situated  would  be  apl 
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t'j  imbibe  mutual  disgusts,  from  the  nature 
and  necessity  of  their  union,  unless  their  as- 
sociation was  at  first  the  eflect  of  reciprocal 
affection  and  esteem.  Be  tliis  as  it  will,  I 
honour  the  gentleman  for  his  plan,  which  was 
ingeniously  contrived,  and  artfully  conduct- 
C'l;  but  I  happened  to  have  too  much  address 
for  him  in  the  sequel,  cunning  as  he  was, 
though  at  first  I  did  not  perceive  liis  dritl ; 
and  his  lordship  was  much  less  likely  to 
comprehend  his  meaning. 

Immediately  after  this  new  accommo- 
dation, I  was  carried  to  a  country  house  be- 
longing to  my  lord,  and  was  simple  enough 
to  venture  myself  (unattended  by  any  servant 
on  whose  iutegrity  I  could  depend)  in  the 

Iiands  of  his  lordship  and  II ,  whose  vil- 

lany  I  always  dreaded  ;  though  at  this  time 
my  apprehensions  were  considerably  in- 
creased, by  recollecting,  that  it  was  not  his 
interest  to  let  me  live  in  the  house,  lest  his 
conduct  should  be  inquired  into  ;  and  by  re- 
membering that  the  very  house  to  which  we 
were  going  had  been  twice  burnt  down  in  a 
very  short  space  of  time,  not  without  sus- 
picion of  his  having  been  the  incendiary,  on 
account  of  some  bo.x  of  writings  whicii  was 
bst  in  the  conflagration.  True  it  is,  this 
imputation  was  never  made  good  ;  and  per- 
haps he  was  altogether  innocent  of  the 
charge,  which  nevertheless  affected  my  spirits 
m  such  a  manner,  as  rendered  me  the  most 
miserable  of  all  mortals.  In  this  terror  did 
I  remain,  till  my  consternation  was  weaken- 
ed by  the  arrival  of  Mr  Bal — ,  a  good  natur- 
cd  worthy  man,  whom  my  lord  had  invited  to 
his  house,  and  I  thought  would  not  see  me  ill 
used.     In  a  few  weeks  we  were  joined  by  Dr 

S and  his  lady,  who  visited  us  according 

to  their  promise  ;  and  it  was  resolved  that 
we  should  set  out  for  Tunbridge,  on  a  party 
of  pleasure,  and  at  our  return  examine  H — 's 
accounts. 

This  last  part  of  our  scheme  was  not  at 
all  relished  by  our  worthy  steward,  wlio 
therefore  determined  to  overturn  our  whole 
plan  and  succeeded  accordingly.  My  lord 
all  of  a  sudden  declared  himself  against  the 
jaunt  we  had  projected,  and  insisted  upon 
my  staying  at  home,  without  assigning  any 
reason  fur  tliis  peremptory  behaviour;  his 
countenance  being  cloudy,  and,  for  the  space 
cf  three  days,  he  did  not  open  his  mouth. 

At  last,  he  one  night  entered  my  bed- 
chamber, to  which  he  had  now  free  access, 
with  his  sword  under  his  arm,  and,  if  I  re- 
member aright,  it  was  ready  drawn.  I  could 
not  help  taking  notice  of  this  alarming  cir- 
cumstance, which  shocked  me  the  more,  as 
it  happened  immediately  after  a  gloomy  fit 
of  discontent.  However,  I  seemed  to  over- 
l"ok  tiie  incident,  and,  dismissing  my  maid, 
went  to  bed,  because  1  was  ashamed  to  ac- 
Knowlcdg-;,  even  to  my  own  heart,  any  dread 
of  a  person  whom  I  despised  so  much. 
However,  the  strength    of  mv   constitution 


was  not  equal  to  the  fortitude  of  my  mind 
I  was  taken  ill,  the  servants  were  obliged 
to  be  called  up,  while  my  lord  himself, 
terrified  at  my  situation,  ran  up  stairs  to  Mrs 
S ,  who  was  in  bed,  told  her,  with  evi- 
dent perturbation  of  spirits,  that  I  was  very 
'  much  indisposed,  and  said,  he  believed  I  \vm 
frightened  by  his  entering  my  chamber  with, 
his  sword  in  hand. 

This  lady  was  so  startled  at  his  infor 
mation,  that  she  ran  into  my  apartment  half- 
naked,  and  as  she  went  down  stairs,  askec 
what  reason  could  induce  him  to  have  car 
ried  his  sword  with  him;  upon  which  he 
gave  her  to  understand,  that  his  intention 
was  to  kill  the  bats.  I  believe  and  hope  he 
had  no  other  design  than  that  of  intimidating 
me;    but  when  the  affair  happened,  I  was  of 

a  different  opinion.      Mrs  S ,  having  put 

on  her  clothes,  sat  up  all  night  by  my  bed- 
side, and  was  so  good  as  to  assure  me,  that 
she  would  not  leave  me,  until  I  should  be 
safely  delivered  from  the  apprehensions  that 
surrounded  me  in  this  house,  to  which  Bhe 
and  the  doctor  had  been  the  principal  cause 
of  my  coming;  for  my  lord  had  haunted  and 
importuned  them  incessantly  on  this  subject, 
protesting  that  he  loved  me  with  the  most 
inviolable  affection,  and  all  he  desired  was, 
that  I  would  sit  at  his  table,  manage  his 
family,  and  share  his  fortune.  By  these 
professions,  uttered  with  an  air  of  honesty 
and  good  nature,  he  had  imposed  himself 
upon  ,thcm  for  the  best  tempered  creature 
upon  earth  ;  and  they  used  all  their  influence 
with  me  to  take  him  into  favour.  This  hath 
been  the  case  with  a  great  many  people,  who 
had  but  a  superficial  knowledge  of  his  dis- 
position ;  but,  in  the  course  of  their  acquaint- 
ance, they  have  never  failed  to  discern  and 
acknowledge  their  mistake. 

The  doctor,  on  his  return  from  Tunbridge, 
to  which  place  he  had  made  a  trip  by  him- 
self, found  me  ill  a-bed,  and  the  v/hole  family 
in  confusion  ;  surprised  and  concerned  at 
this  disorder,  he  entered  into  expostulation 
with  my  lord,  who  owned,  that  the  cause  of 
his   displeasure  and  disquiet  was  no  other 

than  jealousy.     H had   informed    him, 

that  I  had  been  seen  to  wnlk  out  with  Mi 
Bal —  in  a  morning;  and  that  our  corres- 
pondence had  been  observed  with  many  ad- 
ditional circumstances,  which  were  absolute- 
ly false  and  groundless.  This  imputation 
was  no  sooner  understood,  than  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  accuser  should  be  examined 
in  presence  of  us  all.  He  accordino-ly  ap- 
peared, exceedingly  drunk,  though  it  was 
morning,  and  repeated  the  article?  of  the 
charge,  as  an  information  he  had  received 
from  a  man  who  came  from  town  to  hang 
tlie  bells,  and  was  long  ago  returned  to 
London. 

This  was  an  instance  of  liis  cunning  and 
address,  which  did  not  forsake  him  even  in 
his  hours  of  intoxication.     Had  he  fixed  the 
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:aliiinny  on  any  one  of  the  servants,  lie 
would  have  bc?n  contVonted  and  detected  in 
his  falsctiood.  Nevertheless,  though  he  could 
not  be  lejji'ally  convicted,  it  plainly  appeared 
that  he  was  the  author  of  this  dei'aniation, 
which  incensed  Mr  I?al —  to  such  a  doirree, 
that  he  could  scarce  be  withheld  Ironi  punish- 
ing him  on  the  spot,  by  manual  chastisement. 
However,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  abstain 
from  such  immediate  vengeance,  as  a  step 
unworthy  of  his  character;  and  the  affair 
was  brought  to  this  issue,  that  his  lordsiiip 

should  cither  part  with  me  or  ]\Ir  H ; 

for  I  was  fully  determined  against  living 
under  the  same  roof  with  such  an  incen- 
diary. 

This  alternative  being  proposed,  my  lord 
dismissed  his  steward,  and  we  returned  to 

town  with  the  doctor  and  Mrs  S ;    for  I 

had  imbibed  such  horror  and  aversion  for 
this  country-seat  (though  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  in  England),  that  I  could  not  bear  to  live 
in  it.  We  therefore  removed  to  a  house  in 
Bond-street,  where,  according  to  the  advice 
of  my  friends,  I  exerted  my  whole  power 
and  complaisance  in  endeavours  to  keep  my 
husband  in  good  humour  ;  but  was  so  un- 
successful in  my  attempts,  that,  if  ever  he 
was  worse  tempered,  more  capricious,  or  in- 
tolerable at  one  time  than  at  another,  this 
was  the  season  in  which  his  ill  humour  pre- 
dominated in  the  most  rancorous  degree. 
I  was  scarce  ever  permitted  to  stir  abroad, 
saw  nobody  at  home  but  my  old  male  friend 
whom  I  have  mentioned  above,  and  the 
doctor  with  his  lady,  from  whose  conver- 
sation I  was  at  last  also  excluded. 

Nevertheless  I  contrived  to  steal  a  meet- 
ing, now  and  then,  with  my  late  benefactor, 
for  whom  I  entertained  a  great  share  of  af- 
fection, exclusive  of  that  gratitude  that  was 
due  to  his  generosity.  It  was  not  his  fault 
that  I  compromised  matters  with  my  lord ; 
for  he  was  as  free  of  his  purse  as  I  was  un- 
willing to  use  it.  It  would,  therefore,  have 
been  unfriendly,  unkind,  and  ungrateful  in 
rne  (now  that  I  was  in  affluence),  to  avoid 
all  intercourse  with  a  man  who  had  support- 
ed me  in  adversity.  I  think  people  cannot 
be  too  shy  and  scrupulous  in  receiving 
favours ;  but  once  they  are  conferred,  they 
ought  never  to  forget  the  obligation  :  and  I 
was  never  more  concerned  at  any  incident 
of  my  life,  than  at  hearing  that  this  gentle- 
man did  not  receive  a  letter,  in  which  I  ac- 
knowledged the  last  proof  of  his  friendship 
and  liberality  which  I  had  occasion  to  use, 
because  I  have  since  learned  that  he  suspect- 
ed me  of  neglect. 

But  to  return  to  my  situation  in  Bond- 
street.  I  bore  it  as  well  as  I  could  for  the 
gpace  of  three  months,  during  which  I  lived 
in  tie  midst  of  spies,  who  were  employed  to 
watch  my  conduct ;  and  underwent  evei-y 
mortification  that  malice,  power,  and  folly, 
Tould  inflict.  Nay,  so  ridiculous,  so  un- 
2  G 


reasonable  was  my  tyrant  in  his  spleen,  that 
he  declared  he  would  even  be  jealous  of 
Ileydiggor,  if  there  was  no  other  man  to 
incur  his  suspicion  :  ho  expected  that  I 
should  spend  my  whole  time  with  him  tcte- 
a-tcte ;  when  I  sacrificed  my  enjoyment  to 
those  comforfable  parties,  he  never  fliiied  to 
lay  hold  on  some  innocent  expression  of 
mine,  which  ho  made  the  foundation  of  a 
quarrel  -^  and,  v.'hen  I  strove  to  avoid  these 
disagreeable  misinterpretations  by  reading  or 
writing,  he  incessantly  teased  and  tormented 
me  with  the  imputation  of  being  peevish, 
sullen,  and  reserved. 

Harassed  by  this  unsufferable  behaviour, 

I  communicated  my  case  to  Dr  S and 

his  lady,  intimating  that  I  neither  could  nor 
would  expose  myself  any  longer  to  sucli 
usage.     The  doctor  exhorted  me  to  bear  my 

fate  with  patience;  and  Mrs  S was  silent 

on  the  subject;  so  that  I  still  hesitated  be- 
tween staying  and  going,  when  the  doctor, 
being  one  night  at  supper,  happened  to  have 
some  Vvords  with  my  lord,  who  was  so 
violently  transported  with  passion,  that  1 
was  actually  afraid  of  going  to  bed  with  him  ; 
and  next  morning,  when  ho  awaked,  there 
was  such  an  expression  of  frantic  wiidness 
in  his  countenance,  that  I  imagined  he  was 
actually  distracted. 

This  alarming  circumstance  confirmed  me 
in  my  resolution  of  decamping;  and  I  ac- 
cordingly moved  my  quarters  to  a  house  in 
Sackville-street,  where  I  had  lodged  when  I 
was  a  widow.  From  thence  I  sent  a  mess- 
age to  the  duke  of  L ,  desiring  he  would 

make  my  lord  acquainted  with  the  place  of 
my  abode,  my  reasons  for  removing,  and  my 
intention  to  defend  myself  against  all  his  at- 
tempts. The  first  nigiit  of  this  separation  I 
went  to  bed  myself  with  as  much  pleasure 
as  a  man  would  feel  in  going  to  bod  to  his 
mistress  whom  he  had  long  solicited  in  vain, 
so  rejoiced  was  I  to  be  delivered  from  iny 
obnoxious  bedfellow ! 

From  these  lodgings  I  soon  moved  to 
Brook-street,  where  I  had  not  long  enjoyed 
the  sweets  of  my  escape,  when  I  was  im- 
portuned to  return,  by  a  new  steward  whom 
my  lord  had  engaged  in  the  room  of  H — n. 
Tfiis  gentleman,  who  bore  a  very  fair  charac- 
ter, made  such  judicious  representations, 
and  behaved  so  candidly  in  the  discharge  of 
his  function,  that  I  agreed  he  should  act  as 
umpire  in  the  difference  betwixt  us,  and  once 
more  a  reconciliation  was  effected,  though 
his  lordship  began  to  be  dissatisfied  even  be- 
fore the  execution  of  our  agreement;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  attended  me  to  Bath, 
whither  I  went  for  the  benefit  of  my  health, 
which  was  not  a  little  impaired. 

This  accommodation  had  a  surprising 
effect  upon  my  lover,  who,  notwithstanding 
his  repeated  declarations,  that  no  woman 
should  ever  gain  such  an  ascendency  ovei 
his  heart  as  to  be  able  to  give  him  pain,  saf 
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lured  all  the  agonies  of  disappointed  love, 
when  lie  now  fotnid  himself  deprived  of  the 
opportunities  of  seeing'  me,  and  behaved 
very  differently  from  what  he  imag-ined  he 
should.  His  words  and  actions  were  despe- 
rate :  one  of  his  expressions  to  me  was, — 
•'it  is  like  twisting  my  heart-strings,  and 
tearing  it  out  of  my  body."  Indeed  I  never 
should  have  acted  this  part,  had  I  foreseen 
what  he  would  have  suffered  ;  but  I,  protest 
I  believed  him  when  he  said  otherwise,  so 
much  that  his  declaration  on  that  subject 
was  the  occasion  of  my  giving  him  up ;  and 
it  was  too  late  to  retract. 

In  our  expedition  to  Bath,  I  was  accompa- 
nied by  a  very  agreeable  young  lady,  with 
whom  I  passed  my  time  very  happily,  amid 
the  diversions  of  the  place,  which  screened 
me,  in  a  good  measure,  from  the  vexatious 
society  of  my  hopeful  partner.  From  this 
place  we  repaired  to  his  seat  in  the  country, 
where  we  spent  a  few  months,  and  thence 
returned  again  to  our  house  in  Bond-street. 
Here,  while  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  by 
illness,  it  was  supposed  my  indisposition  was 
no  other  than  a  private  lying-in,  though  I 
(vaa  under  the  roof  with  my  lord,  and  attend- 
ed by  his  servants. 

While  the  distemper  continued,  my  lord 
(to  do  him  justice)  behaved  with  all  imagin- 
able tenderness  and  care ;  and  his  concern 
on  these  occasions  I  have  already  mentioned 
as  a  strange  inconsistency  in  his  disposition. 
If  his  actions  were  at  all  accountable,  I 
sliould  think  he  took  pains  to  fret  me  into  a 
fever  first,  in  order  to  manifest  his  love  and 
humanity  afterwards.  When  I  recovered 
my  strength  and  P])irits,  I  went  abroad,  saw 
company,  and  should  have  been  easy,  had  he 
been  contented ;  but  as  my  satisfaction  in- 
creased, his  good  humour  decayed,  and  he 
banished  from  his  house,  one  by  one,  all  the 
people  whose  conversation  could  have  made 
my  life  agreeable. 

I  often  expostulated  with  him  upon  his 
malignant  behaviour,  protesting  my  desire  of 
living  peaceably  with  him,  and  begging  he 
would  not  lay  me  under  the  necessity  of 
changing  my  measures.  He  was  deaf  to  all 
my  remonstrances  (though  I  warned  him 
more  than  once  of  the  event),  persisted  in 
his  maxims  of  persecution  ;  and,  after  repeat- 
ed quarrels,  I  again  left  his  house,  fully  de- 
termined to  sutTer  all  sorts  of  extremity, 
ratner  than  subject  myself  to  the  tyranny  of 
Jiis  disposition. 

Tiiis  year  was  productive  of  one  fatal 
ei'ent,  wliich  I  felt  with  the  utmost  sensibility 
of    sorrow,    and    I   shall    always    remember 

with  regret — I  mean  the  death  of  Mr  B , 

with  whom  I  had  constantly  maintained  an 
intimate  correspondence  since  the  first  com- 
mencement of  our  acquaintance.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  valuable  men,  and  promised 
to  be  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  that 
»hi8  or  any  other  a;je  had  produced.     I  en- 


joyed his  friendship  without  reserve ;  anc 
such  was  the  confidence  he  reposed  in  my 
integrity,  from  long  experience  of  my  truth, 
that  he  often  said  he  would  believe  rny  bare 
assertion,  even  though  I  should  contradict 
tiie  evidence  of  his  own  senses.  These 
being  the  terms  upon  which  we  lived,  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  I  bore  the  loss  of 
him  without  repining:  indeed  my  grief  was 
unspeakable ;  and  though  the  edge  of  it  be 
now  smoothed  by  the  lenient  hand  of  time,  I 
shall  never  cease  to  cherish  his  memor}'  with 
the  most  tender  remembrance. 

During  the  last  period  of  my  living  with 
my  lord,  1  had  agreed  to  the  expediency  of 
obtaining  an  act  of  parliament,  which  would 
enable  him  to  pay  his  debts;  on  which  oc- 
casion there  was  a  necessity  of  cancelling  a 
deed  that  subsisted  between  us,  relating  to  a 
separate  maintenance,  to  which,  on  certain 
provisions,  I  was  entitled ;  and  this  was  to  be 
set  aside,  so  far  as  it  interfered  with  the 
above  mentioned  scheme,  while  the  rest  of  it 
should  remain  in  force.  When  this  affair 
was  about  to  be  transacted,  my  lord  very  ge- 
nerously insisted  upon  my  concurrence  in 
annulling  the  whole  settlement :  and,  v;hen 
I  refused  to  comply  with  this  demand,  be- 
cause this  was  the  sole  resource  I  had  against 
his  ill  usage,  he  would  not  proceed  in  the 
execution  of  his  plan,  though,  by  dropping  it, 
he  hurt  nobody  but  himself;  and  he  accused 
mo  of  having  receded  from  my  word,  after  I 
had  drawn  him  into  a  considerable  expense. 

This  imputation  of  breaking  my  word, 
which  I  dety  the  whole  v^-orld  to  prove  I  ever 
did,  incensed  me  the  more,  as  I  myself  had 
proposed  the  scheme  for  his  service,  although 
I  knew  the  accomplishment  of  it  would  en 
danger  the  validity  of  my  own  settlement; 
and  my  indignation  was  still  more  augmented 
by  the  behaviour  of  i\Ir  G ,  who  had  al- 
ways professed  a  regard  for  my  interest,  and 
upon  my  last  accommodation  with  my  lord, 
undertaken  to  effect  a  reconciliation  between 
my  father  and  me :  but,  when  he  was  question- 
ed about  the  particulars  of  this  difference, 
and  desired  to  declare  whether  his  lordship 
or  I  was  to  blame,  he  declined  the  office  of 
arbitrator,  refused  to  be  explicit  upon  the 
subject,  and  by  certain  shrewd  hums  and 
ha's,  signified  his  disapprobation  of  my  con- 
duct. Yet  this  very  man,  when  I  imparted 
to  him,  in  confidence,  my  intention  of  mak- 
ing another  retreat,  and  frankly  asked  his 
opinion  of  my  design,  seemed  to  acquiesce  in 
the  justice  of  it  in  these  remarkable  words  ; — ■ 
"  Madam,  if  I  thought  or  had  hopes  of  my 
lord's  growing  better,  I  would  down  on  my 
knees  to  desire  you  to  stay:  but,  as  I  have 
not,  I  say  nothing." 

If  he  connived  at  my  conduct  in  this  par- 
ticular, why  should  he  disapprove  of  it  when 
all  I  asked  was  but  common  justice?  but  he 
was  a  dependant;  and  therefore  I  excuse  liia 
phlegmatic  (not   to   call   >t  'mfnendlv)  be- 
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baviour.  Indeed  he  couid  not  be  too  cautious 
of  givinpf  offence  to  his  lordship,  who  somo- 
limcs  made  liini  feel  the  elfects  of  tliat  wrath 
•/hich  otlier  people  had  kindled;  particularly 
m  consequence  of  a  small  adventure  which 
liappened  about  this  very  period  of  time. 

A  very  ag^reeable,  spri^jhtly,  good-natured 
youufj  man,  a  near  relation  of  my  lord,  hap- 
pening to  be  at  our  house  one  evening,  when 
there  was  a  tiro  in  the  neiglibourhood,  we 
agreed  to  go  and  sup  at  a  tavern  en  faviille ; 
and  having  spent  the  evening  with  great 
mirth  and  good  humour,  this  young  gentle- 
man, who  was  naturally  facetious,  in  taking 
his  leave,  saluted  us  all  round.  My  lord, 
who  had  before  entertained  some  jealousy  of 
liis  kinsman,  was  very  much  provoked  by  this 
irifling  incident,  but  very  prudently  sup- 
pressed his  displeasure  till  he  returned  to  his 
own  house,  where  his  rage  co-operating  with 
the  champagne  he  had  drank,  inllamed  him 
to  such  a  degree  of  resolution,  tliat  he  sprung 
upon  the  innocent  G — n,  and  ct)l!ared  him 
with  great  fury,  thougli  he  was  altogether 
unconcerned  in  the  cause  of  his  indig- 
nation. 

Tills  e.xtravagant  and  frantic  behaviour, 
added  to  other  grievances  under  which  I 
laboured,  hastened  my  resolution  of  leaving 
him  ;  and  he  to  this  day  blames  his  relation 
as  the  immediate  cause  of  my  escape,  where- 
as he  ought  to  place  it  to  tlie  account  of  his 
own  madness  and  indiscretion.  "When  I 
retired  to  Park-street,  iie  cautioned  all  my 
tradesmen  (not  even  excepting  my  baker) 
against  ginng  me  credit,  assuring  them  that 
he  would  not  pay  any  debts  I  should  contract: 
and  the  difficulties  to  which  I  was  reduced, 
tn  consequence  of  this  charitable  declaration, 
together  with  the  reflection  of  what  I  had 
suffered,  and  might  undergo,  from  the  caprice 
and  barbarity  of  his  disposition,  affected  my 
health  so  much  tliat  I  was  taken  again  ill, 
and  my  life  thought  in  danger. 

My  constitution,  however,  got  the  better 
of  my  distemper,  and  I  was  ordered  into  the 
country  by  my  physicians,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  air;  so  tliat  I  found  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  keeping  two  houses,  when  I 
was  little  able  to  support  one,  and  set  up  my 
chariot,  because  I  could  not  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  hackney-coach ;  for  I  had  as 
much  credit  given  me  as  I  asked  for,  not- 
withstanding my  lord's  orders  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Having  recruited  my  spirits  in  the  coun- 
try, I  returned  to  town,  and  was  visited  by 
my  f/iends,  who  never  forsook  me  in  adver- 
eitv,  and,  in-  the  summer,  removed  to  a  house 
in  Essex,  Miiere  I  lived  a  few  months  in 
great  tranquillity,  unmolested  by  mv  tyrant, 
who  sometimes  gave  me  a  whole  year's  res- 
pite. Hi^re  I  used  to  ride  and  drive  by  turns 
(as  my  humour  dictated)  with  horses  which 
rere  lent  me;  and  I  had  the  company  of  my 
lover,  and   another  gentleman,  who  was  a 


very  agreeable  companion,  and  of  singular 
service  to  me  in  the  sequel. 

At  last,  my  lord  having  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  place  of  my  abode,  and  his 
tormenting  huniuur  recurring,  he  set  out  for 
my  habitation,  and  in  the  morning  appeared 
in  his  coach  and  six,  attended  by  Mr  G — n, 
and  another  person,  whom  he  had  engaged 
for  the  purpose,  with  several  domestics  arm- 
ed. I  immediately  shot  up  my  doors  at  his 
approacli,and  refused  him  admittance,  which 
he  endeavoured  to  obtain  by  a  succession  of 
prayers  and  threats ;  but  I  was  deaf  to  both, 
and  resolved  to  hold  out  to  the  last.  Seeing 
me  determined,  he  began  his  attack,  and  his 
servants  actually  forced  their  way  into  the 
house;  upon  which  I  retreated  up  stairs,  and 
fortified  myself  in  my  apartment,  which  the 
assailants  stormed  with  such  fury,  that  the 
door  began  to  give  way,  and  I  retired  into 
another  room. 

Whilst  I  remained  in  this  post,  Mr  G — n 
demanded  a  parley,  in  which  he  begged  I 
would  favour  my  lord  with  an  interview, 
otherwise  he  knew  not  what  might  be  the 
consequence.  To  this  remonstrance  I  re- 
plied, that  I  was  not  disposed  to  comply  with 
his  request ;  and  tliat  though  their  design 
should  be  murder,  I  was  not  at  all  afraid  of 
death.  Upon  this  declaration  they  renewed 
their  attacks,  which  they  carried  on  with  in- 
different success  till  the  afternoon,  when  my 
lord  (as  if  he  had  been  at  play)  sent  a  formal 
message  to  nic,  desiring  that  all  hostilities 
should  cease,  till  after  both  parties  should 
have  dined.  At  the  same  time,  my  own 
servants  came  for  instructions  ;  and  I  ordered 
them  to  let  him  have  every  thing  which  he 
should  call  for,  as  far  as  the  house  would 
afford. 

lie  did  not  fail  to  make  use  of  this  per- 
mission ;  but  sitting  down  with  his  compa- 
nions, eat  up  my  dinner  without  hesitation, 
after  he  had  paid  me  the  compliment  of  de- 
siring to  know  what  he  should  send  up  to  my 
apartment.  Far  from  having  any  stomacli 
to  partake  of  his  meal,  I  sat  solitary  upon  my 
bed,  in  a  state  of  melancholy  expectation, 
having  fastened  the  door  of  the  outward 
room  for  my  security,  while  I  kept  my 
chamber  open  for  the  convenience  of  air,  the 
weather  being  excessively  hot. 

His  lordship,  having  indulged  his  appetite, 
resumed  his  attempt,  and  all  of  a  sudden  I 
heard  a  noise  in  the  next  room;  upon  which 
I  started  up,  and  perceiving  tiiat  he  had  got 
into  my  antichamber,  by  the  help  of  a  bench 
that  stood  under  the  window,  I  flung  to  the 
door  of  my  room,  which  I  locked  with  great 
expedition,  and  opening  another  which  cojti- 
municated  with  the  stair-case,  ran  out  of  the 
house  through  a  crowd  of  more  than  a 
hundred  people,  whom  this  fray  had  gathered 
together. 

Being  universally  beloved  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  respected  by  my  lord's  servants,  I 
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passed  among  tliem  untouched,  and  took  re- 
fuge in  a  nei^Iibouring  cottage ;  wliile  his 
lordship  bawled  and  roared  tor  assistance, 
being  afraid  to  come  out  as  he  had  gone  in. 
Without  waiting  for  his  deliberations,  I 
changed  clothes  with  the  poor  woman  who 
iiad  given  me  shelter,  and  in  her  blue  apron 
and  straw  liat  sallied  out  into  the  fields,  in- 
lending  to  seek  protection  at  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  not  far  off,  thougii  I  was  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  road  that  led  to  it.  How- 
ever, it  was  my  good  fortune  to  meet  with  a 
former,  who  undertook  to  conduct  me  to  tlie 
place,  otherwise  I  should  have  missed  my 
way,  and  in  all  probability  lain  in  the  fields ; 
for  by  this  time  it  was  eight  o'clock  at  night. 

Under  the  direction  of  this  guide,  I  travers- 
ed hedges  and  ditches  (for  I  would  not  ven- 
ture to  travel  in  the  highway,  lest  I  should 
fall  into  the  hands  of  my  pursuer)  ;  and  after 
I  had  actually  tumbled  in  the  mire,  and  walk- 
ed six  or  seven  long  miles  by  the  help  of  a 
good  spirit,  which  never  failed  me  on  such 
occasions,  I  arrived  at  the  place,  and  rung 
the  bell  at  the  garden  gate  for  admittance. 
Seeing  my  figure,  which  was  very  uncouth, 
together  with  my  draggled  condition,  tliey 
denied  mo  entrance  ;  but  when  they  under- 
stood Vvho  I  was,  immediately  opened  tiie 
door,  and  I  was  hospitably  entertained,  after 
having  been  the  subject  of  mirth,  on  account 
of  my  dress  and  adventure. 

Next  day  I  returned  and  took  possession 
"f  my  house  again,  where  I  resumed  my 
former  amusements,  which  I  enjoyed  in  quiet 
for  the  space  of  a  whole  month,  waiting 
with  resignation  for  the  issue  of  my  law- 
suit; when,  one  afternoon,  I  was  apprised  of 
his  lordship's  approach  by  one  of  my  spies, 
whom  I  always  employed  to  reconnoitre  the 
road  ;  and  so  fortunate  was  I  in  the  choice 
of  these  scouts,  tliat  I  never  was  betrayed  by 
one  of  them,  though  they  were  often  bribed 
for  that  purpose. 

I  no  sooner  received  this  intelligence, 
than  I  ordered  my  horse  to  be  saddled,  and 
mounting,  rode  out  of  sight  immediately, 
directing  my  course  a  different  way  from  the 
London  road.  I  had  not  long  proceeded  in 
this  tract,  when  my  career  was  all  of  a  sud- 
den stopped  by  a  five-bar  gate,  which,  after 
some  hesitation,  I  resolved  to  leap  (my  horse 
being  an  old  hunter),  if  I  should  find  myself 
pursued.  However,  with  much  difficulty,  I 
made  a  shift  to  open  it,  and  arrived  in  safety 
at  the  house  of  my  very  good  friend    Mr 

G ,  who,  being  a  justice   of  the   peace, 

had  promised  me  his  protection,  if  it  should 
be  ^vanted. 

Thus  secured  for  the  present,  I  sent  out 
bpies  to  bring  information  of  his  lordship's 
procecdmgs,  and  understood  tiiat  he  had 
taken  possession  of  my  house,  turned  my 
Hfirvants  adrift,  and  made  himself  master  of 
b!1  my  movables,  clothes,  and  papers.  As 
•Vt  th"}  papers,  they  were  of  no  consequence, 


but  of  clothes  I  had  a  good  stock:  and  when 
I  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  relinquish  his  conquest,  I  thought  it  was 
high  time  for  me  to  remove  to  a  greater 
distance  from  his  quarters.  Accordingly, 
two  days  after  my  escape,  I  set  out  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  in  a  chariot  and  four,  which 
I  borrowed  ot  my  friend,  attended  by  a  foot- 
man, who  was  a  stout  fellow,  and  well  arm- 
ed, I  myself  being  j)rovided  with  a  brace  of 
good  pistols,  which  I  was  fully  determined 
to  use  against  any  person  who  sliould  pre- 
sume to  lay  violent  hands  upon  me,  except 
my  lord,  for  whom  a  less  mortal  weapon 
would  have  sufficed,  such  as  a  bodkin  or  a 
tinder-box.  Notiiing  could  bo  farther  from 
my  intention  than  tiie  desire  of  hurting  any 
living  creature,  much  less  my  husband ;  my 
design  was  only  to  defend  myself  from  cruel- 
ty and  oppression,  which  I  knew,  b}'  fatal 
experience,  would  infallibly  be  my  lot,  should 
he  get  me  into  his  power ;  and  I  thought  1 
had  as  good  a  right  to  preserve  my  happiness, 
as  that  which  every  individual  has  to  preserve 
his  life,  especially  against  a  sot  of  ruffians, 
who  were  engaged  to  rob  me  of  it  for  a  little 
dirty  lucre. 

In  the  midst  of  our  journey,  the  footman 
came  up,  and  told  me  I  was  dogged ;  upon 
which  I  looked  out,  and  seeing  a  man  riding 
by  the  chariot  side,  presented  one  of  my 
pistols  out  of  the  window,  and  preserved  that 
posture  of  defence  until  he  thought  proper  to 
retreat,  and  rid  me  of  the  fears  that  attended 
l;is  company.  I  arrived  in  town,  and,  chan- 
ging rny  equipage,  hired  an  open  chaise,  in 
which  (though  I  was  almost  starved  with 
cold)  I  travelled  to  Reading,  which  I  reached 
by  ten  next  morning;  and  from  thence  pro- 
cetded  farther  into  the  country,  with  a  view 

of  taking  refuge  with  ]Mrs  C ,  who  was 

my  particular  friend.  Here  I  should  have 
found  shelter,  though  my  lord  had  been  be- 
forehand with  me,  and  endeavoured  to  pre- 
possess her  against  my  conduct,  had  not  the 
house  been  crosvded  with  company,  ariiong 
whom  I  could  not  possibly  have  been  con- 
cealed, especially  from  her  brother,  who  was 
an  intimate  friend  of  my  persecutor. 

Things  being  thus  situated,  I  enjoyed  but 
a  very  short  interview  with  her,  in  which  her 
sorrow  and  perplexity  on  my  account  appear- 
ed with  great  expression  in  her  countenance; 
and  though  it  was  not  in  her  power  to  afford 
me  tiie  relief  I  expected,  she,  in  the  most 
genteel  manner,  sent  after  me  a  small  sum 
of  money,  thinking  that,  considering  the 
hurry  in  which  I  left  my  house,  I  might  have 
occasion  for  it  on  the  road.  I  was  by  this 
time  benumbed  with  cold,  fatigued  with  tra 
veiling,  and  almost  fretted  to  death  by  my 
disappointment.  However,  this  was  no  time 
to  indulge  despondence  ;  since  nobody  coulc 
or  would  assist  me,  1  stood  the  more  in  need 
of  my  own  resolution  and  presence  of  mind 
After  some  deliberation    1  steered  mv  coursa 
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back  to  London  ;  and  bcinij  unwilling  to  re- 
turn by  tlie  same  road  in  which  1  came,  as 
well  as  impatient  to  be  at  tlie  end  of  my 
journey,  I  ctiose  the  Bapftjhot  way,  and  ven- 
tured to  cross  the  heath  by  inoonli<rht. 

Hero  I  was  attacked  by  a  footpad  armed 
with  a  broad  sword,  who  came  up  and  de- 
manded my  money.  My  stock  amounted  to 
twelve  guineas  ;  and  I  foresaw  that,  should  I 
be  stripped  of  the  whole  sum,  I  could  not 
travel  without  di.«covcring  who  I  was,  and 
consequently  running  the  risk  of  being  de- 
tected by  my  pursuer.  On  these  conside- 
rations 1  gave  the  fellow  three  guineas  and 
some  silver :  with  which  he  was  so  far  from 
being  satisfied,  that  he  threatened  to  search 
me  for  more  ;  but  I  ordered  the  coachman 
to  proceed,  and  by  good  fortune  escaped 
that  ceremony ;  though  I  was  under  some 
apprehension  of  being  overtaken  by  a  pistol 
bullet  in  my  flight,  and  therefore  held  down 
my  head  in  the  chaise,  in  imitation  of  some 
great  men,  who  are  said  to  have  ducked  in 
the  same  manner  in  the  day  of  battle. 

My  fears  happened  to  bo  disappointed  ;  I 
lay  at  an  inn  upon  the  road,  and  next  day 
arrived  in  town,  in  the  utmost  difficulty  and 
distress  ;  for  I  knew  not  where  to  fix  my  ha- 
bitation, and  was  destitute  of  all  means  of 
support.  In  this  dilemma,  I  applied  to  my 
lawyer,  who  recommended  me  to  the  house 
of  a  tradesman  in  Westminster,  where  I 
lodged  and  boarded  upon  credit,  with  my 
faithful  Abigail  (whom  I  shall  distinguish  by 

the  name  of  Mrs  S r),  for  the  space  of  ten 

weeks,  during  which  I  saw  nobody,  and 
never  once  stirred  abroad. 

While  I  was  thus  harassed  out  of  all  en- 
joyment of  life,  and  reduced  to  the  utmost 
indigence,  by  the  cruelty  of  my  persecutor, 
who  had   even  stripped  me  of  my  wearing 

apparel,  I  made  a  conquest  of  Lord  D , 

a  nobleman  who  is  now  dead,  and  therefore 
I  shall  say  little  of  his  character,  which  is 
perfectly  well  known  ;  this  only  will  I  ob- 
serve, that,  next  to  my  own  tyrant,  he  was 
the  person  of  whom  I  had  the  greatest  ab- 
norrence.  Nevertheless,  when  these  two 
came  in  competition,  I  preferred  the  offers  of 
this  new  lover,  which  were  very  consider- 
able ;  and,  as  an  asylum  was  the  chief  thing 
[  wanted,  agreed  to  follow  him  to  his  coimtry- 
seat,  whither  I  actually  sent  my  clothes, 
which  I  had  purchased  upon  credit. 

However,  upon  mature  deliberation,  I 
changed  my  mind,  and  signified  my  reso- 
lution in  a  letter,  desiring,  at  the  same  time, 
that  my  baggage  might  be  sent  back.  In 
consequence  of  t'nis  message,  I  expected  a 
visit  from  liim,  m  all  the  rage  of  indignation 
and  disappointment,  and  gave  orders  that  he 
shoid  I  not  be  admitted  into  my  house;  yet, 
notwithstanding  this  precaution,  he  found 
means  to  procure  entrance:  and  one  of  the 
first  objects  that  I  saw,  next  morning,  in  mv 
oed-chambcr,  was  my  lover    armed  with  his 


horse-whip,  against  which  (from  the  know- 
ledge of  the  man)  I  did  not  think  myself  al- 
together secure :  though  I  was  not  much 
alarmed,  because  I  believed  myself  superior 
to  him  in  point  of  bravery,  should  the  worst 
come  to  the  worst:  hut,  contrary  to  my  ex- 
pectation, and  his  usual  behaviour  to  our  sex, 
he  accosted  me  very  politely,  and  began  to 
expostulate  upon  the  contents  of  my  letter. 
I  freely  told  hiin,  that  I  had  rashly  assented 
to  his  proposal,  for  my  own  convenience 
only  ;  that,  when  I  reflected  on  what  I  had 
done,  I  thought  it  ungenerous  in  me  to  live 
with  him  upon  tliese  terms ;  and  that  as  I 
did  not  like  him,  and  could  not  dissemble, 
such  a  correspondence  could  never  tend  to 
the  satisfaction  of  either.  He  allowed  the 
inference  was  just,  though  lie  was  very  much 
chagrined  at  my  previous  proceeding:  he  re- 
linquished his  claim,  restored  my  clothes, 
and  never  afterwards  upbraided  me  with  my 
conduct  in  this  affair;  though  he  at  one  time 
owned  that  he  still  loved  me,  and  ever  should, 
because  I  had  used  him  ill ;  a  declaration 
that  strongly  marks  the  peculiarity  of  his 
character.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  own 
that  my  behaviour  on  this  occasion  is  no 
other  way  excusable,  than  on  account  of  the 
miserable  perplexity  of  my  circumstances, 
which  were  often  so  calamitous,  that  I 
wonder  I  have  not  been  compelled  to  take 
such  steps  as  would  have  rendered  my  con. 
duct  much  more  exceptionable  than  it  repJ.ly 
is. 

At  last  all  my  hopes  were  blasted  by  the 
isjue  of  my  suit,  which  was  determined  in 
favour  of  my  lord.  Even  then  I  refused  to 
yield  ;  on  the  contrary,  coming  out  of  re- 
tirement, I  took  lodgings  in  Suffolk-stroet, 
and  set  my  tyrant  at  defiance.  But,  being 
unwilling  to  trust  my  doors  to  the  care  of 
other  people,  I  hired  a  house  in  Conduit- 
street  ;  and  no  sooner  appeared  in  the  world 
again,  than  I  was  surrounded  by  divers  and 
sundry  sorts  of  admirers.  I  believe  I  receiv- 
ed the  incense  and  addresses  of  all  kinds 
under  the  sun,  except  that  sort  which  was 
most  to  my  liking,  a  man  capable  of  con- 
tracting and  inspiring  a  mutual  attachment ; 
but  such  a  one  is  eqiially  rare  and  inesti- 
mable ;  not  but  that  I  own  myself  greatly 
obliged  to  all  those  who  cultivated  my  good 
graces,  though  they  were  very  little  beholden 
to  me ;  for  where  I  did  not  really  love,  I  could 
never  profess  that  passion ;  that  sort  of  dis- 
simulation is  a  slavery  that  no  honest  nature 
will  undergo.  Except  one  worthy  young 
man,  whom  I  sometimes  saw,  they  were  a 
strange  medley  of  insignificant  beings  ;  one 
was  insipid,  another  ridiculously  affected,  a 
third  void  of  all  education,  a  f()urth  altogether 
inconsistent ;  and,  in  short,  1  found  as  many 
trifling  characters  among  the  men,  as  ever  I 
observed  in  my  own  sex.  Some  of  them  1 
endeavoured  to  bring  over  to  my  maxims, 
while  they  attempted  to  make  a  proselyte  of 
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mc;  but  finiiin;^  the  task  impracticable  on 
both  sides,  \vc  very  wisely  dropt  each  other. 

At  length,  however,  I  was  blessed  with  the 
acquaintance  of  one  nobleman,  who  is,  per- 
haps, the  first  character  in  England,  in  point 
of  honour,  integrity,  wit,  sense,  and  bene- 
volence.    When  I   have  tlius  distinguished 

him,  I  need  scarce  mention   Lord  . 

This  great,  this  good  man,  possesses  every 
accomplishment  requisite  to  inspire  admi- 
ration, love,  and  esteem.  With  infinitely 
more  merit  than  almost  ever  fell  to  one  man's 
share,  he  manifests  such  diffidence  of  his  own 
qualifications,  as  cannot  fail  to  prepossess 
every  company  in  his  favour.  lie  seems  to 
observe  nothing,  yet  sees  every  thing;  his 
manner  of  telling  a  slory,  and  making  trifles 
elegant,  is  peculiar  to  himself;  and,  though 
he  has  a  thousand  oddities,  they  serve  only 
to  make  him  more  agreeable.  After  what  I 
have  said,  it  may  be  supposed  that  I  was  en- 
amoured of  liis  person :  but  this  was  not  the 
case;  love  is  altogether  capricious  and  fanci- 
ful ;  yet  I  admire,  honour,  and  esteem  him  to 
the  highest  degree  ;  and  when  I  observe  tliat 
iiis  character  resembled  that  of  my  dear  de- 
parted friend  Mr  B ,  or  rather  that  Mr 

B ,  Iiad  he  lived,  would  have  resembled 

Lord ,  I  pay  the  highest  compliment  I 

can  conceive  both  to  the  living  and  the  dead. 

In  this  nobleman's  friendship  and  conver- 
sation I  thought  myself  happy ;  though  I  was, 
as  usual,  exposed  to  the  indefatigable  efforts 
of  my  lord,  wlio,  one  day,  while  I  was  flvvour- 
ed  with  the  company  of  this  generous  friend, 
appeared  at  my  door  in  his  coach,  attended 
by  another  gentleman,  who  demanded  en- 
trance with  an  air  of  authority.  A  very 
honest  footman,  who  had  been  long  in  my 
service,  ran  up  stairs  in  the  utmost  conster- 
nation, and  gave  me  an  accoimt  of  what  had 
happened  below.  Upon  which  I  told  him, 
he  had  nothing  to  answer  for,  and  ordered 
him  to  keep  the  door  fast  shut  against  all 
opposition  ;  though  I  was  so  much  affected 
by  this  unexpected  assault,  that  Lord 


said  he  wgs  never  more  surprised  and  shock- 
ed in  his  life,  than  at  the  horror  which  ap- 
peared in  my  countenance,  when  I  saw  the 
coach  stop  at  niv  door. 

My  little  hero  being  refused  admittance, 
went  away,  threatening  to  return  speedily 
with  a  reinforcement ;  and  during  this  inter- 
val, I  provided  myself  with  a  soldier,  whom 
I  placed  centinel  at  the  door,  withinside,  to 
guard  me  from  the  danger  of  such  assaults 
for  the  future.  My  lord,  true  to  liis  promise, 
marched  back  with  his  auxiliaries,  reinforced 
with  a  constable,  and  rei)cated  his  demand 
of  being  admitted  ;  and  my  soldier  opening 
the  sash,  in  order  to  answer  him,  according 
to  my  directions,  he  no  sooner  perceived  the 
red  coat,  than  he  was  seized  with  such  a 
panic,  that  he  instantly  fled  with  great  pre- 
•■ipitation  ;  and,  when  he  had  recounted  tlie 
rdventure.  like  Falstaff  in  *he  play,  multiplied 


my  guard  into  a  whole  tile  of  musqueteers. 
He  also  made  a  shift  to  discover  the  gentle- 
man who  had  been  so  kind  as  to  lend  me  one 
of  his  company,  and  complained  of  him  to 

the  duke  of  N ,  in  hopes  of  seeing  him 

broke  for  his  misdemeanour ;  but  in  that  ex- 
pectation he  was  luckily  disappointed. 

Perceiving  that  in  England  I  should  never 
enjoy  peace,  but  be  continually  subject  to 
those  alarms  and  disquiets  which  had  already 
impaired  my  health  and  spirits,  I  resolved  to 
repair  again  to  France,  my  best  refuge  and 
sure  retreat  from  the  persecution  of  niy 
tyrant.  Yet,  before  I  took  this  step,  I  en- 
deavoured, by  the  advice  of  my  friends,  to 
conceal  myself  near  Windsor ;  but  was  in  a 
little  time  discovered  by  my  lord,  and  hunted 
out  of  my  lurking-place  accordingly.  I  then 
removed  to  Chelsea,  where  I  suffered  in 
conceivable  uneasiness  and  agitation  of 
mind,  from  the  nature  of  my  situation,  mv 
tranquillity  being  thus  incessantly  invaded  by 
a  man  who  could  not  be  satisfied  with  me, 
and  yet  could  not  live  without  me  :  so  that, 
though  I  was  very  much  indisposed,  I  set 
out  for  France,  by  the  way  of  the  Hague,  as 
the  war  had  shut  up  all  other  communication, 
having  no  other   attendant  but  my  woman 

S r,  who,  though   she    dreaded   the   sea, 

and  was  upon  the  brink  of  matrimony,  would 
not  quit  me  in  such  a  calamitous  condition, 
until  I  was  joined  by  my  footman  and  other 
maid,  whom  I  ordered  to  follow  me  with  the 
baggage.     But,  before  my  departure,  I  sent  a 

message   to    Lord   ,    demanding   my 

clothes,  which  he  had  seized  in  Essex  :  and 
he  refusing  to  deliver  them,  I  was  obliged  to 
equip  myself  anew  upon  credit. 

I  was  supplied  with  money  for  my  journey 

by  my  good  friend  li ;  and   afler  a  short 

and  pleasant  passage,  arrived  at  the  Hague, 
where  I  staid  two  months,  and  parted  with 

S r,  on  whom  I  settled  an  annuity  of  five- 

and-twenty  pounds,  payable  out  of  the  pro- 
vision which  I  had  or  might  obtain  from  my 
husband.  The  same  allowance  had  I  pre- 
vailed upon  Lord  B to  grant  to  another 

maid,  who  attended  me  while  I  lived  in  hia 
house. 

I  did  not  much  relish  the  people  in  Hol- 
land, because  they  seemed  entirely  devoted 
to  self-interest,  without  any  taste  for  pleasure 
or  politeness  ;  a  species  of  disposition  that 
could  not  bo  very  agreeable  to  me,  who  al- 
ways despised  money,  had  an  unbounded 
benevolence  of  heart,  and  loved  pleasure 
beyond  every  other  consideration.  When  I 
say  pleasure,  I  would  not  be  understood  to 
mean  sensuality,  which  constitutes  the  su- 
preme happiness  of  those  only  who  are  void 
of  sentiment  and  imagination.  Nevertheless,. 
I  received  some  civilities  in  this  place;  and 
among  the  rest,  the  reputation  of  liavirg  foi 

my  lover  the  king  of  P 's  minister,  who 

was  young  and  airy,  and  visited  me  oflen , 
circumstances  that  were  sufficiei.'*  to  lay  rue 
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Jiidcr  the  imputation  of  an  ainonr,  wiiich  I 
frequently  incurred  without  having  given  the 
least  cause  of  suspicion. 

Having  taken  leave  of  my  Dutch  friends, 
I  departed  from  the  Hague,  in  company  with 
an  Englishwoman,  whom  I  had  chosen  for 
that  purpose,  and  arrived  at  Antwerp  witii 
much  ditilculty  and  danger,  the  highway 
being  infested  with  robbers.  After  having 
rpp')scd  myself  a  few  days  in  this  city,  1 
Hired  a  coach  for  myself,  and  set  out  with 
my  companion  lc)r  Brussels  ;  but,  before  we 
reached  Mechlin,  our  vehicle  was  attacked 
by  two  hussars,  who,  with  their  sabres  drawn, 
obliged  the  coachman  to  drive  into  a  wood 
near  the  road.  I  at  first  imagined  they 
wanted  to  examine  our  passports,  but  was 
soon  too  well  convinced  of  their  design ; 
and,  tliough  very  much  shocked  at  the  dis- 
covery, found  resolution  enougii  to  suppress 
my  concern,  so  that  it  should  not  aggravate 
the  terrors  of  the  young  woman,  who  had 
almost  died  with  apprehension.  I  even  en- 
couraged her  to  hope  for  the  best;  and,  ad- 
dressing myself  to  the  robbers  in  French, 
begged,  in  the  most  suppliant  manner,  that 
they  would  spare  our  lives,  upon  which  one 
of  them,  who  was  a  little  fellow,  assured  mo, 
in  the  same  language,  that  we  had  nothing  to 
fear  for  our  persons. 

When  we  were  conveyed  in  a  state  of 
dreadful  suspense  above  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  into  the  wood,  the  rutBans  came  into  the 
coach,  and,  taking  my  keys,  which  I  kept 
ready  in  my  hand  for  them,  opened  three 
large  trunks  that  contained  my  baggage,  and 
emptying  them  of  every  thing  but  my  hoops 
and  a  few  books,  packed  up  their  booty  in  a 
cloth;  then  robbed  me  of  my  money  and 
jewels,  even  to  my  shoe-buckles  and  sleeve- 
buttons,  took  my  footman's  laced  hat,  and 
gave  it,  by  way  of  gratification,  to  a  peasant, 
who  came  from  behind  the  bushes,  and  as- 
sisted them  in  packing. 

This  affair  being  dispatched,  thny  ordered 
us  to  return  to  the  road  by  a  diflercnt  way 
from  that  in  which  we  were  carried  into  the 
wood ;  and  mounting  their  horses,  rode  off 
with  the  plunder,  though  not  before  the  little 
fellow,  who  was  the  least  ferocious  of  the 
two,  had  come  and  shaken  me  by  the  hand, 
wishing  ns  a  good  journey ;  a  compliment 
which  I  heartily  returned,  being  extremely 
well  pleased  with  the  retreat  of  two  such 
companions,  who  had  detained  us  a  whole 
half  hour;  during  which,  notwitiistanding  the 
assurance  I  had  received,  I  was  in  continual 
apprehension  of  seeing  their  operation  con- 
cluded with  the  murder  of  us  all ;  for  I  sup- 
pose they  were  of  that  gang  who  had  some 
lime  before  murdered  a  French  officer,  and 
jsed  a  ady  extremely  ill,  after  having  rifled 
tier  of  all  she  had. 

Having  thus  undergone  pillage,  and  being 
reduced  to  the  extremity  of  indigence,  in  a 
foreign  land,  it  is  not  to  be  suj  'posed  that  my 
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reflections  were  very  comfortable  ;  and  yci., 
tliough  I  sustained  the  whole  damajro,  1  waa 
the  only  person  in  the  company  who  bore  the 
accident  with  any  resolution  and  prcscsnce  Oi 
mind.  j\Iy  coachman  and  valot  seemed  quite 
petrilied  with  fear  ;  and  it  was  not  till  I  had 
repeated  my  directions  that  the  former  drove 
farther  into  the  wood,  and  took  the  first  turn- 
ing to  the  right,  in  order  to  regain  the  road, 
according  to  the  command  of  the  robbers, 
whicii  I  did  not  choose  to  disobey. 

This  misfortune  1  suffered  by  the  misin- 
formation  I  received  at  Antwerp,  where  I 
would  have  provided  myself  with  an  escort, 
had  not  I  been  assured  that  there  was  not  the 
least  occasion  to  put  myself  to  such  extra- 
ordinary expense ;  and  indeed  the  robbers 
took  the  only  half  hour  in  which  they  could 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  plundering  us 
for  we  no  sooner  returned  into  the  highwav 
than  we  met  with  the  French  artillery  coming 
from  Brussels,  which  was  a  security  to  us 
during  the  rest  of  our  journey.  We  were 
afterwards  informed  at  a  small  village,  that 
there  was  actually  a  large  gang  of  deserters, 
who  harboured  in  that  wood,  from  which  they 
made  excursions  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
kept  the  peasants  in  continual  alarms. 

Having  proceeded  a  little  way,  we  were 
stopped  by  the  artillery  crossing  a  bridge  ; 
and  as  the  train  was  very  long,  must  have 
been  detained  till  night,  had  not  a  soldier  in- 
formed me,  that  if  I  would  take  the  trouble  to 
come  out  of  my  coach,  and  apply  to  the  com- 
mandant, he  would  order  them  to  halt,  and 
allow  me  to  pass.  I  took  the  man's  advice, 
and  was  by  him  conducted,  with  much  difH- 
culty,  through  the  crowd,  to  some  officers, 
who  seemed  scarce  to  deserve  the  name  ;  for 
when  I  signified  my  request,  they  neither  rose 
up,  nor  desired  me  to  sit  down  ;  but  lolling 
in  their  chairs,  with  one  leg  stretched  out, 
asked,  with  an  air  of  disrespectful  raillery, 
whore  I  was  going?  and  when  I  answered, 
"  to  Paris,"  desired  to  know  what  I  would  do 
there  1 

I,  who  am  naturally  civil  where  I  am  civilly 
used,  and  saucy  enoiifj'h  where  I  think  myseli 
treated  with  disregard,  a-as  very  much  piqued 
at  their  insolent  and  unmannerl/  behaviour, 
and  becran  to  reply  to  their  impertinent  ques- 
tions very  abruptly  ;  so  that  a  very  tart  dia- 
logue would  have  ensued,  had  not  the  conver- 
sation been  interrupted  by  a  tall,  thin  genteel 
young  French  nobleman,  an  officer  in  tho 
army,  who,  chancing  to  come  in,  asked  with 
great  politeness,  what  I  would  please  to  have  ; 
I  then  repeated  my  desire,  and  produced  my 
passports,  by  which  he  learned  who  I  was. 
He  immediately  gave  orders  that  my  coach 
should  pass  ;  and  afterwards  visited  me  at 
Paris,  having  obtained  my  permission,  and 
taken  my  address  at  parting;  while  tho  others, 
understanding  my  name  and  quality,  asked 
pardon  for  their  impolite  carriage,  which  they 
told  me  was  owing  to  the  representation  c' 
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the  Boldier,  wlio  gave  tliera  to  understand, 
iliat  I  was  a  strolling  actress. 

I  could  not  help  laughuig  heartily  at  this 
n'stake,  which  might  have  proceeded  from 
tlie  circumstances  of  my  appearance,  my  foot- 
man having  been  obliged  to  change  iiats  with 
tlie  peasant,  and  myself  being  without  buckles 
in  my  shoes,  and  buttons  in  my  riding  shirt, 
while  my  countenance  still  retained  marks 
f  the  fear  and  confusion   I  liad  undergone. 

After  all,  perhaps  tlie  fellow  was  a  droll, 
and  wanted  to  entertain  himself  at  my  e.\- 
pense. 

The  day  was  so  far  consumed  in  these  ad- 
ventures, that  I  was  obliged  to  take  up  my 
lodgings  at  JMechlin,  where  I  addressed  my- 
self to  the  intendant,  giving  him  an  account 
of  the  disaster  I  had  met  with,  and  desiring 
1  might  have  credit  at  the  inn,  as  our  whole 
company  could  not  raise  the  value  of  a  six- 
pence. This  gentleman,  though  a  provincial, 
was  polite  in  his  way,  and  not  only  granted 
my  request,  but  invited  me  to  lodge  at  his 
own  house.  I  accordingly  gave  him  my  com- 
pany at  supper,  but  did  not  choose  to  sleep 
m  his  quarters,  because  he  appeared  to  be 
what  tiie  French  call  un  vieux  dcbauche. 

Next  day,  he  sent  a  trumpet  to  the  general, 
with  a  detail  of  my  misfortune,  in  hopes  of 
retrieving  what  I  had  lost ;  but,  notwithstand- 
ing all  possible  search,  I  was  fain  to  put  up 
with  my  damage,  which,  in  linen,  laces, 
clothes,  and  baubles,  amounted  to  upwards  of 
Ecven  hundred  pounds :  a  loss  which  never  de- 
prived me  of  one  moment's  rest;  for  though 
I  lodged  at  a  miserable  inn,  and  lay  in  a  pal- 
try bed,  I  slept  as  sound  as  if  nothing  extra- 
ordinary had  happened,  after  I  had  written  to 
London  and  Paris,  directing  that  the  payment 
of  my  bills  of  credit  might  be  stopped.  In- 
deed, I  know  but  of  two  misfortunes  in  life 
capable  of  depressing  my  spirits,  namely,  the 
loss  of  health  and  friends  ;  all  others  may  be 
prevented  or  endured.  The  articles  of  that 
calamity  which  I  chiefly  regretted,  were  a 
picture  of  Lord  W — m,  and  some  inimitable 
letters  from  Mr  B. 

From  Mechlin  I  proceeded  to  Brussels, 
where,  being  known,  I  got  credit  for  some 
necessaries,  and  borrowed  twenty  guineas,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  my  journey  to  Paris. 
Having  consulted  with  my  friends,  about  the 
eafest  method  of  travelling  through  Flanders, 
f  was  persuaded  to  take  places  in  the  public 
voilure:  and  accordingly  departed,  not  with- 
out fears  of  finding  one  part  of  the  country 
as  much  infested  witli  robbers  as  another. 
Nor  were  these  apprehensions  assuaged  by 
the  conversation  of  my  fellow-travellers,  who 
bcmg  of  tho  'ower  sort  of  people,  that  delight 
in  exaggeratmg  dangers,  entertained  me  all 
the  way  with  an  account  of  all  the  robberies 
and  murders  which  had  been  committed  on 
tuat  road,  with  many  additional  circuujstances 
of  their  own  invention. 

After  having  been  two  days  e.xposed  to  this 


comfortable  conversation,  among  very  disa- 
greeable company,  which  is  certainly  one  o. 
iho  most  disagreeable  situations  in  life,  I  ar- 
rived at  Lisle,  where,  thinking  the  dangerous 
part  of  the  journey  was  now  past,  I  lured  a 
post-chaise,  arid  in  two  days  more  reached 
Paris  without  any  fiirther  molestation. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  the  capital,  I  was  im- 
mediately  visited  by  my  old  acquaintances, 
who,  hearing  my  disaster,  oflJered  me  their 
clothes,  and  insisted  upon  my  wearing  them, 
until  I  could  be  otherwise  provided.  They 
likewise  engaged  me  in  parties,  with  a  view 
of  amusing  my  imagination,  that  I  might  not 
grow  melancholy  in  reflecting  upon  my  loss; 
and  desired  me  to  repeat  the  particulars  of  my 
story  forty  times  over,  expressing  great  sur- 
prise at  our  not  being  murdered,  or  ravished 
at  least.  As  for  this  last  species  of  outrage, 
the  fear  of  it  never  once  entered  my  head, 
otherwise  1  should  have  been  more  shocked 
and  alarmed  than  I  really  was  :  but  it  seems 
this  was  the  chief  circumstance  of  my  com- 
panion's  apprehension  :  and  I  cannot  help 
observing,  that  a  homely  woman  is  always 
more  apt  to  entertain  those  fears,  than  one 
whose  person  exposes  her  to  much  more 
imminent  danger.  However,  I  now  learned, 
that  the  risk  I  ran  was  much  greater  than  I 
imagined  it  to  be,  those  ruffians  being  fami- 
liarized to  rape  as  well  as  murder. 

Soon  after  my  appearance  in  Paris,  I  was 
favoured  with  the  addresses  of  several  French 
lovers;  but  I  never  had  any  taste  for  foreigners, 
or  indeed  for  any  amusements  of  that  kind, 
except  such  as  were  likely  to  be  lasting,  and 
settled  upon  a  more  agreeable  footing  than 
that  of  common  gallantry.  When  I  deviated 
from  this  principle,  my  conduct  was  the  efiect 
of  compulsion,  and  therefore  I  was  never 
easy  under  it,  having  been  reduced  to  the  al- 
ternative of  two  evils,  the  least  of  which  I 
was  obliged  to  choose,  as  a  man  leaps  into 
the  sea,  in  order  to  escape  from  a  ship  that  is 
on  fire. 

Though  I  rejected  their  love,  I  did  not  re- 
fuse their  company  and  conversation;  and 
though  my  health  was  considerably  impaired 
by  the  shock  I  received  in  my  last  adventure, 
which  was  considerably  greater  than  I  at  first 
imatrined,  and  affected  my  companion  so 
much,  that  she  did  not  recover  her  spirits  till 
she  returned  to  England :  1  say,  though  I 
was  for  some  time  a  valetudinarian,  I  en- 
joyed myself  in  great  tranquillity  for  the 
space  of  ten  months,  during  which  I  waa 
visited  by  English,  Scotch,  and  French,  of 
all  parties  and  persuasions  ;  for  pleasure  is  of 
no  faction,  and  that  was  the  chief  object  of 
my  pursuit ;  neither  was  I  so  ambitious  of 
being  a  politician,  as  to  employ  .ny  time  and 
thoughts  upon  subjects  which  I  did  not  un- 
derstand— I  had  admirers  of  a.l  sides,  and 
should  have  spent  my  time  very  much  to  my 
liking,  had  not  I  felt  my  funds  sensibly  di- 
minish, without  any  prospect  of  their  being 
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repaired :  tor  I  hud  been  obliged  to  lay  out 
a  great  part  of  tin;  sum  allotted  for  my  sub- 
Bistence,  in  supplying  my  compauioii,  luy 
servant,  and  myself,  with  necessaries,  in  lieu 
of  those  which  we  hud  lost. 

Having  before  mine  eyes  the  uncom- 
fortable prospect  of  wanting  money  in  a 
Btrango  place,  I  found  niyself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  reluming  to  Enghind,  where  1  had 
more  resources  than  I  could  possibly  have 
among  toreigners ;  and  with  that  view  wrote 

to  Lord 's  agent,  desiring  that  I    might 

be  enabled  to  discliargc  my  obligations  at 
Paris,  by  the  paytncnt  of  my  pm-money. 
Thus  a  negotiation  commenced,  and  his 
lordship  promised  to  reujit  money  for  the 
clearance  of  my  Paris  debts,  which  amounted 
to  four  hundred  pounds  :  but  he  would  not  ad- 
vance one  farthing  more,  though  I  gave  him 
to  understand,  that,  while  ho  protracted  the 
agreement,  I  must  inevitably  be  adding  to  my 
incumbrances,  and  that  I  should  be  as  effec- 
tually detained  by  a  debt  of  twenty  pounds, 
as  if  I  owed  a  thousand.  Notwithstanding 
all  my  representations  he  would  not  part  with 
one  shilling  over  the  neat  sum  which  I  had 
at  first  stipulated  ;  so  that  all  my  measures 
vvere  rendered  abortive,  and  I  found  it  alto- 
rrether  impracticable  to  execute  those  resolu- 
tions I  had  formed  in  his  favour. 

Thus  did  he,  for  a  mere  trifle,  embarrass  the 
woman  for  whom  he  professes  the  most  un- 
limited love,  and  whose  principles  he  pretends 
to  hold  in  the  utmost  veneration.  Indeed  his 
confidence  in  my  integrity  is  not  without 
foundation  ;  for  many  wives,  with  one  half 
of  my  provocation,  would  have  ruined  him 
to  all  intents  and  purposes;  whereas,  notwith- 
standing all  the  extraordinary  expenses  to 
which  I  had  been  exposed  by  his  continual 
persecution,  he  never  paid  a  shilling  on  my 
account,  except  one  thousand  pounds,  exclu- 
sive of  the  small  allowance  which  was  my 
due.  In  a  word,  so  much  time  elapsed  be- 
fore my  lord  could  prevail  upon  himself  to 
advance  the  bare  four  hundred,  that  I  was 
involved  in  fresh  ditficulties,  from  which  I 
found  it  impossible  to  extricate  myself:  and 
though  I  had  occasion  to  write  a  letter  to  my 

benefactor  Lord ,  in  which  I  expressed 

my  acknowledgement  for  past  favours,  I  could 
not  venture  to  solicit  more,  even  when  I  was 
encouraged  by  a  very  obliging  answer,  where- 
in he  declared,  that  the  good  qualities  of  my 
mind  and  heart  would  bind  him  to  me  in 
friendship  for  ever. 

While  I  ruminated  on  my  uncomfortable 
•ituation,  which  would  neither  permit  me  to 
return  to  England,  nor  to  stay  much  longer 
where  I  was,  a  young  Englishman  of  immense 
fortune,  took  Paris  in  his  way  from  Italy,  ac- 
companied by  a  most  agreeable  Scotsman  of 
very  good  sense  and  great  vivacity.  It  was 
>:iy  good  or  ill  fortune  to  become  acquainted 
v.ith  tl»ese  gentlemen,  who  having  seen  me 
»'.  the  opera,  expressed  a  desire  of  being 
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known  to  me,  and  accordingly  favoured  me 
with  a  visit  one  aflcrnoon,  when  the  brisk 
North  Ikiton  engrossed  the  whole  conveti^a- 
tioii,  while  the  oilier  seemed  fearful  and 
diffident  even  to  a  degree  of  bashtulnces 
llirough  which,  however,  I  could  discern  a 
delicate  sensibility  and  unconnnon  under- 
standing. There  was  in  his  person  (which 
was  very  agreeable),  as  well  as  in  his  be- 
haviour, a  certain  iiaivcle  that  was  very 
pleasing  ;  and  at  this  lirst  interview,  we  re- 
lished each  other's  company  so  well,  that  a 
sort  of  intimacy  innnediately  connncnced,  and 
was  carried  on  in  a  succession  of  jjarties  of 
pleasure,  in  the  course  of  which  I  found  him 
fraught  with  all  the  tenderness  and  sentiment 
that  render  the  heart  susceptible  of  the  most 
rclincd  love  ;  a  disposition  that  immediately 
made  me  partial  to  liim,  while  it  subjected 
his  own  heart  to  all  the  violent  impressions 
of  a  passion,  which  I  little  imagined  our  cor- 
respondence would  have  produced. 

Nevertheless,  I  was  far  from  being  dis- 
pleased with  my  conquest,  because  his  person 
and  qualifications,  as  well  as  his  manner  of 
address,  were  very  much  to  my  liking,  and 
recommended  him  in  a  particular  manner  to 
my  affection.  Indeed  he  made  a  greater  pro- 
gress in  my  heart  than  I  myself  suspected  ; 
for  there  was  something  congenial  in  our 
souls,  which,  from  our  first  meeting,  I  believe 
had  attracted  us  (unknown  to  ourselves)  under 
the  notionsof  friendship  and  regard,  and  now 
disclosed  itself  in  the  most  passionate  love. 

I  listened  to  his  addresses,  and  wc  were 
truly  happy.  His  attachment  was  the  quint- 
essence of  tenderness  and  sincerity,  while 
his  generosity  knew  no  bounds.  Not  con- 
tented with  having  paid  twelve  hundred  pounds 
.on  my  account  in  the  space  of  one  fortnight, 
he  would  have  loaded  me  with  present  after 
present,  had  I  not  absolutely  refused  to  ac- 
cept such  expensive  marks  of  his  munificence . 
I  was  even  mortified  at  those  instances  of  hij 
liberality,  which  my  situation  compelled  me 
to  receive,  lest,  being  but  little  acquainted 
with  my  disposition,  he,should  suspect  me  o. 
being  interested  in  my  love,  and  judge  my 
conduct  by  the  malicious  reports  of  common 
fame,  which  (he  afterwards  owned)  had  at 
first  obtained  such  credit  with  him,  that  he 
believed  our  mutual  attachment  would  not  be 
of  long  duration.  But,  in  this  particular,  he 
was  soon  undeceived  ;  his  heart,  though 
naturally  adapted  for  the  melting  passion,  had 
hitherto  escaped  untouched  by  all  the  ladies 
of  Italy  and  France  ;  and  therefore  the  first 
impressions  were  the  more  deeply  fixed.  Aa 
he  was  unpractised  in  the  ways  of  common 
gallantry  and  deceit,  the  striking  simplicity 
in  his  character  was  the  more  likely  to  engage 
the  heart  of  one  who  knew  the  perfidy  of  the 
world,  and  despised  all  the  farce  and  bombast 
of  fashionable  profession,  which  1  had  alvvaye 
considered  as  the  phrase  of  vanity  and  osten- 
tation,  ratlier  than  the  genuine  language  o.' 
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love.  Besides,  gratitude  had  a  considerable 
sh^re  in  augmenting  my  affection,  wJiich 
manifested  itself  in  such  a  wnrm,  cordial, 
artless  manner,  as  increased  his  esteem,  and 
riveted  liis  attachment ;  for  he  could  easily 
perceive,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  my  con- 
duct, that  my  breast  was  an  utter  stranger  to 
craft  and  dissimulation ;  yet  I  was  at  first 
fearful  of  contracting  any  engagement  with 
him,  because,  being  younger  than  me,  he 
might  be  more  apt  to  change,  and  the  world 
might  be  malicious  enough  to  suppose  I  had 
oractised  upon  his  inexperience ;  but  con- 
scious of  my  own  integrity,  I  set  slander  at 
defiance,  trusting  to  my  own  behaviour,  and 
nis  natural  probity,  for  the  continuance  of 
nis  love.  Though  we  did  not  live  together 
in  the  same  house,  the  greatest  part  of  our 
time  was  spent  in  each  other's  company ; — 
we  dined  and  supped  at  the  same  table,  fre- 
quented public  places,  went  upon  parties  to 
the  country,  and  never  parted,  but  for  a  few 
tiours  in  the  night,  which  we  passed  in  the 
utmost  impatience  to  meet  again. 

In  this  agreeable  manner  did  the  days  roll 
on,  when  my  felicity  was  interrupted  by  a  fit 
of  jealousy  with  which  I  happened  to  be 
seized.  I  had  contracted  an  acquaintance 
with  a  young  married  lady,  who,  though  her 
personal  attractions  were  but  slender,  was, 
'ipon  the  whole,  an  agreeable,  cheerful,  good 
natured  companion,  with  a  little  dash  of  the 
coquette  in  her  composition.  This  woman 
oeing  in  very  indigent  circumstances,  oc- 
casioned by  some  losses  her  husband  had 
sustained,  no  sooner  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  conversing  with  my  lover,  "than 
she  formed  the  design  of  making  a  conquest 
of  him.  I  should  have  forgiven  her  for  this 
echeme,  whatever  pangs  it  might  have  cost 
me,  had  I  believed  it  the  effect  of  real  pass- 
ion ;  but  I  knew  her  too  well  to  suppose  her 
heart  was  susceptible  of  love,  and  according- 
ly resented  it.  In  the  execution  of  her  plan, 
she  neglected  nothing  which  she  thought  ca- 
pable of  engaging  his  attention.  She  took 
all  opportunities  of  sifting  near  him  at  table, 
ogled  him  in  the  most  palpable  manner,  di- 
rected her  whole  discourse  to  him,  trod  upon 
his  toes;  nay,  I  believe,  squeezed  his  hand. 
My  blood  boiled  at  her,  though  my  pride,  for 
some  time,  enabled  me  to  conceal  my  un- 
easiness ;  till  at  length  her  behaviour  became 
so  arrogant  and  gross,  that  I  could  no  longer 
suppress  my  indignation,  and  one  day  told 
my  lover,  that  I  would  immediately  renounce 
his  correspondence. 

He  was  greatly  alarmed  at  this  unexpected 
declaration  ;  and,  when  he  understood  the 
cause  of  it,  assured  me,  that,  for  the  future, 
he  would  never  exchange  one  word  with  her. 
Satisfied  with  this  mark  of  his  sincerity  and 
regard,  I  released  him  from  his  promise, 
ft'hich  ho  could  not  possibly  keep,  while  she 
and  I  lived  upon  any  terms  ;   and  we  con- 

iHied  to  visit  each  other  as  usual,  though 


she  still  persisted  in  her  endeavours  to  rivai 
me  in  his  affection,  and  contracted  an  inti- 
maty  with  his  companion,  wlio  seemed  tc 
entertain  a  ])assion  for  her,  that  she  might 
have  the  more  frequent  opportunities  of  being 
among  us  ;  for  she  had  no  objection  against 
favouring  the  addresses  of  both.  One  even- 
ing, I  remember,  we  set  out  in  my  coach  foT 
the  opera  ;  and,  in  the  way,  this  inamorata 
was  so  busy  with  her  feet,  that  I  was  incens- 
ed at  her  behaviour ;  and,  wlien  we  arrived 
at  the  place,  refused  to  alight ;  but,  setting 
them  down,  declared  my  intention  of  return- 
ing home  immediately.  *She  was  so  much 
pleased  with  this  intimation,  that  she  could 
not  conceal  the  joy  she  felt  at  the  thoughts 
of  conversing  with  him,  uninterrupted  by  my 
presence  ;  an  opportunity  with  which  I  had 
never  favoured  her  before.  This  open  exul- 
tation increased  my  anger  and  anxiety.  1 
went  home;  but,  being  still  tortured  with  the 
reflection  of  having  left  them  together,  ad- 
justed myself  in  the  glass,  though  I  was  too 
angry  to  take  notice  of  my  own  figure,  and 
without  further  delay  returned  to  the  opera. 

Having  inquired  for  the  box  in  which  they 
sat,  I  took  possession  of  one  that  fronted 
them ;  and  reconnoitring  them,  without  being 
perceived,  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him 
removed  to  as  great  a  distance  from  her  aa 
the  place  would  permit,  and  his  head  turned 
another  way.  Composed  by  this  exami- 
nation, I  joined  them  without  further  scrup^.e, 
when  my  young  gentleman  expressed  great 
joy  at  my  appearance,  and  told  me  he  was 
determined  to  have  left  the  entertainment, 
and  come  in  quest  of  me,  had  I  not  returned 
at  that  instant. 

In  our  way  homewards,  my  rival  repeate<l 
her  usual  hints,  and  with  her  large  hoop  al- 
most overshadowed  my  lover  from  my  view ; 
upon  which  my  jealousy  and  wrath  recurred 
with  such  violence,  that  I  pulled  the  string 
as  a  signal  for  the  coachman  to  stop,  with  a 
view  of  getting  out,  and  going  home  a-foot . 
a  step  which  would  have  afforded  a  new 
spectacle  to  the  people  of  Paris.  But  I  re- 
flected in  a  moment  upon  the  folly  of  such 
a  resolution,  and  soon  recollected  myself,  b) 
calling  my  pride  to  my  assistance.  I  deter 
mined,  however,  that  she  should  act  no  more 
scenes  of  this  kind  in  my  presence,  and  tha 
same  night  insisted  upon  my  lover's  drop- 
ping all  intercourse  and  connection  with  this 
tormentor.  He  very  cheerfully  complied 
with  my  desire,  and  was  even  glad  of  an  oc- 
casion to  break  off  his  acquaintance  with  a 
person  about  whom  I  had  plagued  him  so 
much. 

Thus  was  I  freed  from  the  persecution  of 
one  of  those  creatures,  who,  though  of  little 
consequence  in  themselves,  are  yet  the  pests 
of  society,  and  find  means  to  destroy  that 
harmony  which  reigns  between  two  lovers, 
by  the  intrusion  of  a  loose  appetite,  void  of 
all   sensibility   and   discretion  ;    having    n« 
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eeling  themselves,  they  cannot  sympathize 
with  that  of  otiier  people,  and  do  mischief 
'Hit  of  mere  wantonness. 

My  lover  bcin<|^  oblig-ed  to  go  to  England, 
had  settled  me  in  a  gontecl  honse  in  I'aris, 
with  a  view  of  returning  when  his  alFairs 
should  be  adjusted;  but,  wlien  the  time  of 
iiis  departure  approached,  he  he.gaii  to  be 
imeasy  at  the  prospect  of  separation,  and,  in 
order  to  alleviate  his  anxiety,  desired  me  to 
accompany  him  to  Calais,  wliere  we  staid 
together  three  or  four  days,  during  which  the 
dread  of  parting  became  more  and  more  in- 
tense ;  so  that  we  determined  upon  my  fol- 
lowing liim  into  England  by  tlie  first  oppor- 
tunity, where  I  should  live  altogetlier  incoir. 
that  1  might  be  concealed  from  the  inquiries 
and  attempts  of  my  lord.  Even  after  this 
resolution  was  ti.\cd,  we  parted  with  all  the 
agonies  of  lovers  wlio  despair  of  ever  meet- 
ing again  ;  and  the  wind  blowing  very  high 
after  he  had  embarked,  increased  my  fears. 
But,  by  the  return  of  tlie  packet-boat,  I  was 
olessed  with  the  report  of  his  being  safe  ar- 
rived in  England,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of 
perusing  his  letters  by  every  post. 

My  admirer  being  thus  detached  from  me, 
my  thouglits  were  entirely  employed  in  con- 
certing sotne  private  method  of  conveying 
myself  to  him.  As  1  ^'ould  not  trust  myself 
in  the  common  packet,  for  fear  of  being  dis- 
covered, afler  having  revolved  divers  schemes, 
I  determined  to  transport  myself  in  one  of 
liie  Dutch  fishing-boats,  though  I  knew  the 
passage  would  be  hazardous  ;  but,  in  a  case 
of  such  interesting  concern,  I  overlooked  all 
danger  and  inconvenience.  Before  I  put 
this  resolution  in  practice,  I  was  so  fortunate 
as  to  hear  of  a  small  English  vessel  that  ar- 
rived at  Calais  with  a  prisoner  of  war,  in 
which  I  embarked  with  my  companion,  and 
another  lady,  who  lived  with  me  for  some 
ime  afterwards ;  and,  when  we  came  on 
board,  discovered  that  the  ship  was  no  other 
than  a  light  collier,  and  that  her  whole  com- 
pany amounted  to  no  more  than  three  men. 
Nevertheless,  though  the  sea  was  so  rough, 
and  the  weather  so  unpromising,  that  no 
other  boat  would  venture  to  put  to  sea,  we 
set  sail,  and,  between  two  storms,  in  about 
three  hours  arrived  in  safety  in  Dover. 

From  hence  my  first  companion  went  to 
her  friends  in  the  stage-coach,  while  the 
other  lady  and  I  hired  an  open  post-chaise 
(though  it  snowed  very  hard)  and  without 
any  accident  performed  our  journey  to  Lon- 
don, where  I  met  with  my  lover,  who  flew 
to  my  arms  m  all  the  transports  of  impatient 
joy  ;  and,  doubtless,  I  deserved  his  affection, 
for  the  hardships,  perils,  and  difficulties  I 
had  undergone  to  be  with  him ;  f  )r  I  never 
scrupled  to  undertake  any  thing  practicable, 
in  order  to  demonstrate  the  sincerity  of  wliat 
I  profesned. 

In  consequence  of  our  plan,  I  assumed  a 
fictitious  name,  and  never  appeared  in  public, 
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being  fully  satisfied  and  happy  in  the  com- 
pany  and  conversation  of  tiie  man  I  loved 
and,  when  he  went  into  the  country,  content- 
ed myself  with  his  correspondence,  which 
he  punctually  maintained,  in  a  series  of 
letters,  equally  sensible,  sincere,  and  af- 
fectionate. 

Upon  his  return  to  town  for  the  remainder 
of  tlie  season,  he  devoted  the  greatest  part 
of  his  time  to  our  mutual  enjoyment;  lell 
me  with  reluctance,  when  he  was  called  away 
by  indispensable  business,  and  the  civility 
which  was  due  to  his  acquaintance,  and  verv 
seldom  went  to  any  place  of  public  enter- 
tainment, because  I  could  not  accompany 
and  share  with  him  in  the  diversion  :  nay,  so 
much  did  I  engross  his  attention,  that  one 
evening,  afler  he  had  been  teased  into  an 
agreement  of  meeting  some  friends  at  a 
play,  he  went  thither  precisely  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour,  and,  as  they  did  not  arrive 
punctually  at  the  very  minute,  he  returned 
to  me  immediately,  as  mucii  rejoiced  at  his 
escape  as  if  he  had  met  with  some  signal 
deliverance.  Nor  was  his  constancy  inferior 
to  the  ardour  of  his  love :  we  went  once 
together  to  a  ball  in  the  Haymarket,  where, 
in  the  midst  of  a  thousand  fine  women, 
whose  charms  were  enhanced  by  the  pecu- 
liarity of  the  dresses  they  wore,  he  remained 
unshaken,  unseduced,  preserving  his  attach- 
ment for  me  in  spite  of  all  temptation. 

In  the  summer  he  provided  me  wi'.h  a 
house  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  own  ,  but 
the  accommodations  being  bad,  and  that 
coimtry  affording  no  other  place  fit  for  i:^v 
residence,  he  brought  me  home  to  his  own 
seat,  and  by  that  step  raised  an  universal 
clamour,  though  I  saw  no  company,  and  led 
such  a  solitary  life,  that  nothing  but  excessn  e 
love  could  have  supported  my  spirits  :  not 
but  that  he  gave  me  as  much  of  his  time  as 
he  could  possibly  spare  from  the  necessary 
duties  of  paying  and  receiving  visits,  together 
with  the  avocations  of  hunting,  and  other 
country  amusements,  which  1  could  not  par- 
take. Formerly,  indeed,  I  used  to  hunt  and 
shoot,  but  I  had  left  off  both ;  so  that  I  was 
now  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  reading 
and  walking  by  myself;  but  love  made  up  for 
all  deficiencies  to  me,  who  think  nothing 
else  worth  the  living  for !  Had  I  been  blessed 
with  a  partner  for  life,  who  could  have  loved 
sincerely,  and  inspired  me  with  a  mutual 
flame,  I  would  have  asked  no  more  of  fate. 
Interest  and  ambition  Jiavc  no  share  in  my 
composition  ;  love,  which  is  j)Ieasure,  or 
pleasure,  which  is  love,  makes  up  the  vvhc!e. 
A  heart  so  disposed  cannot  be  devoid  of 
other  good  qualities ;  it  must  be  subject  to 
the  impressions  of  humanity  and  bene- 
volence, and  an  enemy  to  nolliing  but  itself 
This  you  will  give  me  leave  to  affirm  in  jus- 
tice to  myself,  as  I  have  frankly  owned  my 
failings  and  misconduct. 

Towards   the   end  of  sumvior,  my  hear 
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was  a  little  alarmed  by  a  report  that  prevail- 
ed, of  my  lover's  being  actually  engaged  in  a 
treaty  oi'  marriage  ;  Jiowever,  I  gave  little 
credit  to  this  rumour,  till  I  was  obliged  to  go 
to  town  about  business,  and  there  I  heard 
the  same  information  confidently  affirmed. 
Though  I  still  considered  it  as  a  vague  sur- 
mise, 1  wrote  to  him  an  account  of  what  I 
had  heard;  and,  in  his  answer,  which  is  still 
in  my  possession,  he  assured  me,  with  re- 
peated vows  and  protestations,  that  the  re- 
port was  altogetiier  false.  Satisfied  with 
this  declaration.  I  returned  to  his  house ; 
and,  though  the  tale  was  incessantly  thunder- 
ed in  my  ears,  still  believed  it  void  of  all 
foundation,  till  my  suspicion  was  awakened 
oy  a  very  inconsiderable  circumstance. 
"  One  day,  on  his  return  from  hunting,  I 
perceived  he  had  a  very  fine  pair  of  Dresden 
ruffles  on  his  shirt,  which  I  could  not  sup- 
pose he  would  wear  at  such  a  rustic  exer- 
cise ;  and  therefore  my  fears  immediately 
took  the  alarm.  When  I  questioned  him 
about  this  particular  of  his  dress,  his  colour 
clianged  ;  and  though  he  attempted  to  elude 
my  suspicion,  by  imputing  it  to  a  mistake  of 
his  servant,  I  could  not  rest  satisfied  with 
this  account  of  the  matter,  but  inquired  into 
the  truth  witli  such  eagerness  and  pene- 
tration, that  he  could  not  deny  he  had  been 
to  make  a  visit.  By  degrees,  I  even  extort- 
ed from  him  a  confession,  that  he  had  en- 
gaged himself  farther  than  he  ought  to  have 
proceeded,  without  making  me  acquainted 
with  his  design,  tliough  he  endeavoured  to 
excuse  his  conduct,  and  pacify  my  dis- 
pleasure, by  saying,  that  the  affair  would  not 
be  brought  to  bear  for  a  great  while,  and 
perhaps  might  never  come  to  a  determi- 
nation ;  but  lie  was  in  great  confusion,  and 
indeed  hardly  knew  what  he  said. 

I  would  have  quitted  his  house  Ihat 
moment,  had  not  he  beforehand  obtained  a 
promise  that  I  would  take  no  rash  resolution 
of  that  kind,  and  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
])rocurc  any  method  of  conveyance  by  which 
1  could  make  my  retreat.  I  gave  no  vent  to 
reproaches,  but  only  upbraided  him  with  his 
having  permitted  me  to  return  in  ignorance 
to  the  country,  after  I  was  once  fairly  gone; 
upon  which  he  swore  that  he  could  not  bear 
the  thoughts  of  parting  with  me.  This  de- 
claration was  a  mystery  at  that  time;  but  I 
liave  been  since  so  fully  satisfied  of  his 
reasons  for  his  conduct,  that  I  heartily  acquit 
iiim  of  all  injustice  to  me  ;  and  indeed  it  is 
my  sincere  opinion,  that,  if  ever  young  man 
deserved  to  be  happy,  lie  is  certainly  entitled 
lo  that  privilege  :  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  judge,  iias  a  heart  susceptible  of  the  most 
refined  enjoyment. 

The  violence  of  the  grief  and  conster- 
nation which  I  suffered  from  this  stroke 
having  a  little  subsided,  I  deliberated  with 
.iivself  about  tlie  measures  I  should  take, 
and  determined  to  leave  his  house  some  dav 


when  lie  should  be  abroad.  J  was  encoura- 
ged in  this  resolution  by  the  advice  of  ou. 
Scots  friend,  who  came  about  this  time  front 
London,  on  a  visit  to  his  fellow-traveller; 
we  thought  such  an'abrupt  departure  would 
be  less  shocking  than  to  stay  and  take  a 
formal  leave  of  my  lover,  whose  heart  was  oi 
such  a  delicate  frame,  that,  after  I  told  him 
I  should  one  day  withdraw  myself  in  his  ab 
sence,  he  never  came  home  from  the  chase, 
or  any  other  avocation,  without  trembling 
with  apprehension  that  I  had  escaped. 

After  he  had  been  some  time  accustomed 
to  these  fears  by  my  previous  intimation,  I 
at  length  decamped  in  good  earnest,  thougli 
my  heart  ached  upon  the  occasion,  because  I 
left  him  loving  and  beloved;  for  his  affection 
was  evident,  notwithstanding  tlie  step  he  had 
taken  by  the  advice  and  importunity  of  all 
his  relations,  who  laid  a  disagreeable  re- 
straint upon  his  inclinations,  while  they 
consulted  his  interest  in  every  other  par- 
ticular. 

W^hile  I  halted  in  the  next  great  town, 
until  I  could  be  supplied  with  fresh  horses,  1 
was  visited  by  a  gentleman  who  had  been 
formerly  intimate  with  my  lover ;  but  a 
breach  had  happened  in  their  friendship,  and 
he  now  came  to  complain  of  the  treatment 
he  had  received.  Perceiving  that  I  was  not 
in  a  humour  to  listen  to  his  storj',  lie  shil\ed 
the  conversation  to  my  own,  and  observed, 
that  I  had  been  extremely  ill  used.  I  told 
him  that  I  was  of  a  different  opinion  ;  that 
it  was  not  only  just,  but  expedient,  tliat  a 

young  man  of  Mr 's  fortune  should  think 

of  making  some  alliance  to  strengthen  and 
support  the  interest  of  his  family  ;  and  that 
I  had  notiiingto  accuse  him  of  but  his  letting 
me  remain  so  long  in  ignorance  of  his  in- 
tention. He  then  gave  me  to  understnnch 
that  I  was  still  ignorant  of  a  great  part  of 
the  ill  usage  I  had  received;  affirming,  that, 
while  I  lived  in  his  house,  he  had  amused 
himself  with  all  the  common  women  in  that 
town,  to  some  of  whom  this  gentleman  had 
personally  introduced  him. 

At  first,  I  could  not  believe  this  impu- 
tation;  but  he  supported  his  assertions  with 
so  many  convincing  circumstances,  that  1 
could  no  longer  doubt  the  truth  of  them; 
and  I  felt  so  much  resentment,  that  my  love 
vanished  immediately  into  air.  Instead  of 
proceeding  in  my  journey  to  London,  I  went 
back  a  considerable  way,  and  sent  a  message 
desiring  to  see  iiim  in  a  little  house,  about 
midway  between  his  own  habitation  and  the 
town  from  whence  I  came.  lie  obeyed  my 
summons,  and  appeared  at  the  place  appoint- 
ed, where  I  reproached  iiim  with  great  bit 
terness.  He  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge, 
so  far  as  acknowledging  that  he  Jiad  corre- 
sponded with  other  women  lately,  in  order  to 
get  the  better  of  his  affection  for  me,  but  the 
experiment  had  failed,  and  he  found  that  ho 
should  be  for  ever  miserable. 
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I  dill  not  look  upon  this  candid  confession 
4R  a  sufficient  atonoment  for  liis  past  dis- 
esimiilation,  and.  in  the  sharpness  of  my  re- 
venge, demanded  a  settlement,  which  ho  pe- 
remptorily refused  ;  so  that,  for  the  present, 
we  held  each  other  in  the  utmost  contempt. 
Indeed,  I  afterwards  despised  myself  for  my 
■:ondescension,  which  was,  owing  to  the  ad- 
vice of  my  companion,  supported  and  in- 
flamed hy  tlie  spirit  of  resentment.  Never- 
theless, lie  begged  that  I  would  return  to  his 
house,  or  stay  all  night  where  I  was :  but  I 
was  deaf  to  liis  entreaties,  and,  after  a  groat 
deal  of  ironical  civility  on  my  side,  I  took 
niy  leave,  and  went  away  ;  yet,  before  I  set 
out,  I  looked  back,  and  saw  him  on  horse- 
back, with  such  an  air  of  simplicity  and 
truth,  as  called  up  a  profound  sigh,  notwith- 
standing all  that  had  passed  in  our  conver- 
sation. 

Upon  mv  arrival  in  London,  T  took  lodgings 
iii  Leicester-ticlds,  and  answered  a  letter 
which  I  had  some  months  before  received 
trom  my  lord,  telling  him  that  I  would  go 
home  to  him,  without  stipulating  for  any 
teims,  to  try  what  effect  my  confidence 
would  have  upon  his  generosity.  He  readily 
embraced  the  offer,  and  took  a  house  in  St 
James  s-street,  where  I  proposed  to  comply 
with  his  humour  in  every  thing  that  was  con- 
sistent witli  my  own  peace  and  tranquillity. 

Meanwhile,  my  lover  passed  liis  time  very 
disagreeably  in  the  country  with  his  friend, 
of  whom  (it  seems)  he  had  conceived  some 
jealousy,  which  was  increased  by  a  letter  I 
wrote  to  tliat  gentleman,  till  he  was  made 
acquainted  with  tlie  contents,  which  he  read 
over  forty  times ;  and  then  his  passion 
breaking  out  witli  more  violence  than  ever, 
he  not  only  expressed  his  feeling,  in  an 
epistle  which  I  immediately  received,  but, 
when  he  came  to  town,  suffered  such  agonies 
of  despair  as  I  had  never  seen  before,  except 

in  Lord  B .     It  was  then  in  my  power  to 

have  taken  ample  revenge  upon  him,  as  well 
as  upon  my  insolent  rival,  who  had  insisted 
upon  my  leaving  his  house  in  a  very  abrupt 
manner,  though  he  absolutely  refused  to  gra- 
tify her  malice,  for  he  was  now  disposed  to 
do  any  thing  for  my  satisfaction;  but  I  knew 
his  worth,  and  had  too  much  regard  for  his 
reputation  to  advise  him  to  act  inconsistent 
with  Iiis  honour. 

About  this  time,  many  tender  feelings  and 
sorrowful  partings  happened  between  us,  till 
the  marriage  knot  was  tied,  when  he  sent 
oie  a  bank  note  for  a  thousand  pounds,  by 
way  of  specimen  (as  he  called  it)  of  his 
friendship,  and  of  what  he  would  do  for  me, 
should  I  ever  want  his  assistance.  This 
mark  of  liis  generosity  I  received  in  a  most 
tender  billet,  which  I  shall  never  part  with, 
together  with  his  picture  set  in  diamonds. 

I  now  employed  rny  thoughts  m  keeping 
measures  with  my  lord  ;  we  lay  in  the  same 
apartment,    and   for  the    first   four   or   five 


months  I  neither  dined  nor  supped  abroad 
above  twice ;  and  then  he  know  where  I  was, 
and  approved  of  my  company.  But  all  this 
complacency  and  circumspection  had  no  ef- 
fect upon  his  temper,  which  remained  as  ca- 
pricious and  dissatisfied  as  ever.  Nay,  to 
such  a  i»rovokiiig  degree  did  tiiis  unhappy 
humour  prevail,  that  one  d;n-,  in  the  presence 
of  his  lawyer,  lie  harangued  upon  my  mis- 
conduct since  our  fast  re-union  ;  and  very 
freely  affirmed,  tliat  every  step  I  had  taken 
was  diametrically  opposite  to  his  will. 

Conscious  of  the  pains  I  had  been  at  to 
please  him,  I  was  so  incensed  at  these  un- 
just  invectives,  that,  starting  up,  I  told  him 
he  was  a  little  dirty  fellow  ;  and  would  have 
left  the  house  immediately,  had  not  his 
lawyer,  and  others,  who  were  in  the  ne.\t 
room,  interposed,  and  by  dint  of  argument 
and  importunity  diverted  me  from  my  pur- 
pose. By  the  by,  I  have  been  informed  by  a 
person  of  rank,  that  my  lord  discovered  ex- 
actly the  same  disposition  in  his  father's  life- 
time, and  only  changed  the  subject  of  his 
complaint  from  the  word  father  to  that  of 
ivife.  Indeed  he  takes  all  opportunities  of 
plaguing  my  dear  parent,  as  he  has  just  sa- 
gacity enough  to  know,  that  this  is  the  most 
effectual  way  ho  can  take  to  distress  me. 

After  repeated  trials,  I  have  given  up  all 
hopes  of  making  him  happy,  or  of  finding 
myself  easy  in  my  situation  ;  and  live  with 
him  at  present  to  avoid  a  greater  inconve- 
nience. Not  that  his  ill-nature  is  all  the 
grievance  of  which  I  complain  ;  exclusive  of 
the  personal  disgust  I  entertain  for  him,  his 
folly  is  of  that  species  which  disobliges 
rather  than  diverts,  and  his  vanity  and  affec- 
tation altogether  intolerable ;  for  he  actually 
believes  himself,  or  at  least  would  impose 
himself  upon  mankind,  as  a  pattern  of  gal- 
lantry and  taste;  and,  in  point  of  business,  a 
person  of  infinite  sagacity  and  penetration. 
But  the  most  ridiculous  part  of  his  character 
is  his  pretended  talent  for  politics,  in  wliich 
he  so  deeply  concerns  himself,  that  ho  has 
dismissed  many  a  good  servant,  because  he 
suspected  him  of  having  wrong  connections  ; 
a  theme  upon  which  he  has  often  quarrelled 
with  mo,  even  almost  to  parting,  accusing 
me   with   holding  correspondence  with   the 

earls  of  B and  C ,  and  Mr  II— V , 

though  I  never  had  the  least  acquaintance 
with   any  of  these   gentlemen,  excejit   the 

earl  of  C ,  to  whom  I  have  not  spoken 

for  these  ten  years  past. 

In  short,  I  have  often  been  at  a  loss  to 
know,  whether  he  was  more  mad  or  malici- 
ous in  those  fits  of  enthusiasm,  wherein  ne 
seemed  transported  with  zeal  for  the  common- 
wealth, and  tormented  me  with  his  admoni- 
tions out  of  all  temper  and  patience.  .'Vt 
length,  however.  I  contrived  an  expedient 
which  freed  me  from  these  troublesome  ex- 
postulations, and  silenced  him  effectually  on 
the   score  of  politics.     This  wos  no  other 
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than  an  open  avowal  of  being  connected 
•vith  all  those  people  whom  I  have  named. 
Indeed,  I  knew  him  too  well  to  believe  there 
was  any  thing  solid  in  his  intention  or  pro- 
fessions, even  when  he  carried  himself  so 
far  as  to  demand  a  private  audience  of  the 

k ,  in  order  to   communicate  a  scheme 

for  suppressing  the  rebellion;  and  that  being 
denied,  solicited  the  duke  of  D 's  inter- 
est, for  permission  to  rai.se  and  head  a  regi- 
ment of  Kentish  smugglers  ;  nay,  to  such  a 
pilch  did  his  loyalty  soar,  that  he  purchased 
a  firelock  of  particular  mechanism,  calculated 
for  the  safety  of  the  bearer,  in  case  he  had 
been  placed  centinel  at  his  majesty's  door, 
and  kept  his  horses  ready  caparisoned,  with 
a  view  of  attending  his  sovereign  to  the 
field.  Notwithstanding  all  these  pompous 
preparations,  had  ho  been  put  to  the  proof, 
he  would  have  infallibly  crept  out  of  his  en- 
."iigements,  through  some  sneaking  evasion, 
his  imagination  being  very  fertile  in  such 
saving  pretences.  Yet  he  will  talk  some- 
times so  fervently,  and  even  sensibly,  on  the 
subject,  that  a  stranger  would  mistake  him 
for  a  man  of  understanding,  and  determined 
zeal  for  the  good  of  his  countiy. 

Since  my  last  return  to  his  house,  that  act 
of  parliament  passed,  by  which  he  was  en- 
abled to  pay  liis  debts,  and,  among  the  rest, 

thousand  pounds  of  my  contracting,  the 
only  burden  of  that  kind  I  ever  entailed  upon 
him,  exclusive  of  my  pin-money,  which  was 
never  regularly  paid ;  nor  would  he  have  been 
subject  to  this,  had  he  not,  by  his  persecution 
and  pursuit,  e.xposed  me  to  an  extraordinary 
expense.  I  have  also  had  it  in  my  power  to 
reward  some  of  my  faithful  Abigails ;  in  par- 
ticular, to  relieve  from  extreme  distress  that 
maid  to  whom  (as  I  have  already  observed) 

Lord  B granted  an  annuity,  which  she 

had  sold  ;  so  that  she  was  reduced  to  the 
most  abject  poverty,  and  I  found  her  in  a 
dismal  hole,  with  two  infants  perishing  for 
want;  a  spectacle  which  drew  tears  from  my 
eyes,  and  indeed  could  not  but  make  deep 
impression  upon  a  heart  like  mine,  which 
the  misery  of  my  fellow-creatures  never 
failed  to  melt. 

Nor  did  I  upon  this  occasion  forget  the 
attachment  and  fidelity  of  my  other  woman, 

Mrs  S ,  who  hearing  I  was  robbed  in  my 

passage  through  Flanders,  had  generously- 
relinquished  the  allowance  I  had  settled  upon 
her  at  parting.  The  exercise  of  such  acts 
of  humanity  and  benevolence,  and  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  my  dear  and  tender  parent 
often,  in  some  measure  alleviate  the  chagrin 
to  wliich  I  am  subject  from  the  disagreeable 
disposition  of  my  lord,  who,  consistent  with 
liis  former  inconsistency,  upon  our  last  re- 
'•.onciliation,  cheerfully  agreed  to  a  proposal  I 
(.".ade  of  having  concerts  in  the  house,  and 
Rven  appro\ed  of  the  scheme  with  marks  of 
particular  satisfaction ;  but  before  on<^  half 
>f  the  winter  was  expired,  he  found  mean«  I 


to  banish  all  the  company,  beginning  with 

Lord  R B ,  who,  as   he   walked   up 

stairs  one  evening,  was  stopped  by  a  foot- 
man, who  plainly  told  him  he  had  orders  tc 
say  to  him  in  particular,  that  his  lordship 
was  not  at  home ;  yet  the  very  next  day, 
perceiving  that  nobleman  and  me  walking 
together  in  the  park,  he  joined  us  with  an 
air  of  alacrity,  as  if  no  such  thing  had  hap- 
pened,  and    even   behaved   to   Lord   R 

with  the  most  fawning  complaisance.  His 
deportment  was  equally  absurd  and  imper- 
tinent to  the  rest  of  his  friends,  who  forsook 
us  gradually,  being  tired  of  maintaining  any 
friendly  communication  with  such  a  dis- 
agreeable composition  of  ignorance  and  arro- 
gance. For  my  own  part,  I  look  upon  him 
as  utterly  incorrigible ;  and,  as  fate  hath  sub- 
jected me  to  his  power,  endeavour  to  make 
the  bitter  draught  go  down,  by  detaching 
myself  as  much  as  possible  from  the  sup- 
position that  there  is  any  such  existence 
upon  earth.  Indeed,  if  I  had  not  fatal  ex- 
perience to  the  contrary,  I  should  be  apt  to 
believe  that  such  a  character  is  not  to  be 
found  among  the  sons  of  men  ;  because  his 
conduct  is  altogether  unaccountable  by  the 
known  rules  and  maxims  of  life,  and  tails 
entirely  under  the  poet's  observation,  when 
he  says, 

Tis  true,  no  meaning  puzzles  more  than  wit. 

Her  ladyship  having  thus  concluded  her 
story,  to  the  entertainment  of  the  company, 
and  the  admiration  of  Peregrine,  who  ex- 
pressed his  astonishment  at  the  variety  ot 
adventures  she  had  undergone,  which  was 
such  as  he  thought  sufficient  to  destroy  the 
most  hardy  and  robust  constitution,  and 
therefore  infinitely  more  than  enough  to 
overwhelm  one  of  her  delicate  frame  ;  one 
of  the  gentlemen  present  roundly  taxed  her 
with  want  of  candour,  in  suppressing  some 
circumstances  of  her  life  which  he  thought 
essential  in  the  consideration  of  her  cha- 
racter. 

She  reddened  at  this  peremptory  charge, 
which  had  an  evident  effect  on  the  coun- 
tenances of  the  whole  audience,  when  the 
accuser  proceeded  to  explain  his  imputation, 
by  observing,  that,  in  the  course  of  her  nar- 
ration, she  had  omitted  to  mention  a  thousand 
acts  of  uncommon  charity,  of  which  lie  him- 
self knew  her  to  be  guilty  ;  and  that  she  had 
concealed  a  great  many  advantageous  pro- 
posals of  marriage,  which  she  might  have 
accepted  before  she  was  engaged. 

The  company  were  agreeably  undeceived 
by  tliis  explanation  ;  which  her  ladyship 
acknowledged  in  very  polite  terms,  as  a  com- 
pliment equally  genteel  and  unexpected;  and 
our  hero,  after  having  testified  the  sense  he 
had  of  her  comnlaisance  and  condescension, 
in  regaling  him  with  a  mark  of  her  confi- 
dcnce  and  esteem,  took  his  Wve,  and  wenj 
home  in  a  state  of  contusion  and  perplexity 
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for,  from  the  circumstances  of  tlie  tale  he 
had  heard,  he  ])lainly  perceived,  that  her 
ladyship's  heart  was  too  delicate  to  receive 
such  incense,  as  lie,  in  the  capacity  of  an 
admirer,  cou.d  at  present  pay  ;  because, 
though  he  had  in  some  measure  abridged  tlie 
empire  of  Emilia  in  his  own  breast,  it  was 
not  in  his  pov-er  to  restrain  it  so  etfoctually, 
out  that  it  would  interfere  with  any  other 
sovereign  whom  his  thoughts  should  adopt; 

and,  unless   Lady   could   engross    his 

whole  love,  time,  and  attention,  he  foresaw 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  sup- 
port the  passion  which  he  might  have  the 
good  fortune  to  inspire.  He  was,  moreover, 
deterred  from  declaring  his  love,  by  the  fate 
of  her  former  admirers,  who  seemed  to  have 
been  wound  up  to  a  degree  of  enthusiasm, 
tliat  looked  more  like  the  effect  of  en- 
chantment, than  the  inspiration  of  human 
attractions  ;  an  ecstasy  of  passion  which  he 
rlurst  not  venture  to  undergo.  lie  tlierefore 
resolved  to  combat  with  the  impressions  he 
fiad  already  received,  and,  if  possible,  culti- 
vate her  friendship  without  soliciting  her  af- 
fection :  but,  before  he  could  fj-x  upon  this 
determination,  he  desired  to  know  tiic  foot- 
•ng  on  which  he  stood  in  her  opinion  ;  and, 
by  the  intelligence  of  Crabtree,  obtained  in 
the  usual  manner,  understood  that  her  sen- 
timents of  him  were  very  favourable,  though 
without  the  least  tincture  of  love.  He  would 
have  been  transported  with  joy,  had  her 
thoughts  of  him  been  of  a  more  tender  tex- 
ture; though  his  reason  was  better  pleased 
with  the  information  he  received ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  mustered  up  the  ideas 
of  his  first  passion,  and  set  them  in  oppo- 
sition to  those  of  this  new  and  dangerous 
attachment ;  by  which  means  he  kept  tiie 
balance  in  equilibrio,  and  his  bosom  tolerably 
quiet 


CHAPTER  LXXXII. 

//e  persuades  CadwaUader  to  assume  the 
character  of  a  magiciicn,  in  which  he 
acquires  a  great  share  of  reputation,  by 
his  responses  to  three  females  of  dis- 
tinction, who  severally  consult  the  re- 
searches of  his  art. 

His  heart  being  thus,  as  it  were,  suspended 
between  two  objects  that  lessened  the  force 
of  each  other's  attraction,  he  took  this  op- 
portunity of  enjoying  some  respite,  and  for 
the  present  detached  his  sentiments  from 
both,  resolving  to  indulge  himself  in  the 
exercise  of  that  practical  satire  which  was  so 
agreeable  and  peculiar  to  his  disposition. 
In  this  laudable  determination  he  was  con- 
firmed by  the  repeated  suggestions  of  his 
friend  CadwaUader,  who  taxed  him  with  let- 
ting his  talents  rust  in  indolence,  and  stimu- 
atcd   his   natural    vi\-acilv  with   a   success- 


ion    of  fresh   discoveries   in  tie   world   ot 
scandal. 

Peregrine  was  now  seized  with  a  strange 
whim  ;  and  when  he  communicated  the  con 
ccit  to  CadwaUader,  it  in  a  moment  acquirea 
his  approbation.  'J'his  notion  he  imparted 
in  a  proposal  to  subject  the  town  to  their 
ridicule,  by  giving  responses  in  the  character 
of  a  professed  conjuror,  to  be  personated  by 
the  old  misanthrope,  whose  aspect  was  ex- 
tremely  .well  calculated  for  tlio  purpose. 
The  plan  was  immediately  adjusted  in  all  its 
parts ;  an  apartment  hired  in  a  house  accom- 
modated with  a  public  stair,  so  that  people 
might  have  free  ingress  and  egress,  witiiout 
being  exposed  to  observation  ;  and  this  tene- 
ment being  furnished  with  the  apparatus  of  a 
magician,  such  as  globes,  telescopes,  a  magic 
lantiiorn,  a  skeleton,  a  dried  monkey,  to- 
gether with  the  skins  of  an  alligator,  otter, 
and  snake,  the  conjuror  himself  took  possess- 
ion of  his  castle,  after  having  distributed 
printed  advertisements,  containing  the  parti- 
culars of  his  undertaking. 

These  bills  soon  operated  according  to  the 
wish  of  the  projectors.  As  the  price  of  the 
oracle  was  fixed  at  half-a-guinea,  the  public 
naturally  concluded  that  the  author  was  no 
common  fortuneteller  ;  and  the  very  next  day, 
Peregrine  found  some  ladies  of  his  quality 
acquaintance  infected  with  the  desire  of 
making  an  experiment  upon  the  skill  of  this 
new  conjuror,  who  pretended  to  be  just  ar- 
rived from  the  Mogul's  empire,  where  he  had 
learned  the  art  from  a  Brachmin  philosopher. 
Our  young  gentleman  aflccted  to  talk  of  the 
pretensions  of  this  sage  with  ridicule  and 
contempt,  and  with  seeming  reluctance 
undertook  to  attend  them  to  his  apartment, 
observing  that  it  would  be  a  very  easy  matter 
to  detect  the  fellow's  ignorance,  and  no 
more  than  common  justice  to  chastise  him 
for  his  presumption.  Though  he  could  easily 
perceive  a  great  fund  of  credulity  in  the 
company,  they  affected  to  espouse  his  opinion, 
and,  under  the  notion  of  a  frolic,  agreed  that 
one  particular  lady  should  endeavour  to  baffle 
his  art,  by  appearing  before  him  in  the  dress 
of  her  woman,  who  should  at  the  same  time 
personate  her  mistress,  and  be  treated  as 
such  by  our  adventurer,  who  promised  to 
squire  them  to  the  place.  Tiiese  measure.^ 
being  concerted,  and  the  appointment  fixed 
for  the  next  audience  day.  Peregrine  furnish- 
ed his  friend  witii  the  necessary  information  ; 
and  when  the  hour  of  assignation  arrived, 
conducted  his  charge  to  this  oraculous  seer. 

They  were  admitted  by  our  hero's  valet- 
de-chambre,  whose  visage,  being  naturally 
meagre  and  swarthy,  was  adorned  with  arti- 
ficiar  whiskers  ;  so  that  he  became  the  Per- 
sian dress  which  he  wore,  and  seemed  a  very 
proper  master  of  the  ceremonies  to  an  ori 
ental  necromancer.  Having  crossed  hw 
arms  upon  his  breasts,  witn  an  inclination  of 
the  head,  he  stalked  in  solemn  silence  befofr. 
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them  into  the  penetralia  of  the  temple, 
where  they  found  tlie  conjuror  sitting'  at  a 
table,  provided  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
ilivers  books,  and  mathematical  instruments, 
and  a  long  white  wand  lying  across  the 
whole.  He  was  habited  in  a  black  gfown  and 
fur  cap  ;  his  countenance,  over  and  above  a 
double  proportion  of  philosophic  gravity, 
which  he  had  assumed  for  the  occasion,  was 
improved  by  a  thick  board,  white  as  snow, 
that  reached  to  his  middle,  and  upon  each 
shoulder  sat  a  prodigious  large  black  cat, 
which  had  been  tutored  for  the  purpose. 

Such  a  figure,  which  would  have  startled 
Peregi'ine  hmiself,  had  he  not  been  concern- 
sd  in  the  myster}',  could  not  fail  to  make  an 
impression  upon  those  whom  he  accompa- 
nied. The  fictitious  chambermaid,  in  spite 
of  all  her  natural  pcrtness  and  vivacity, 
changed  colour  when  she  entered  the  room, 
while  the  protended  lady,  wliose  intellects 
were  not  quite  so  enlightened,  began  to 
tremble  in  every  joint,  and  ejaculate  petitions 
to  heaven  for  her  safety.  Their  conductor, 
advancing  to  the  table,  presented  his  oiTer- 
>ng,  and,  pointing  to  the  maid,  told  him,  that 
ady  desired  to  know  what  would  be  her  des- 
iny  in  point  of  marriage.  The  pliilosopher, 
jvithout  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  view  the  person 
m  whose  belialf  he  was  consulted,  turned  his 
ear  to  one  of  the  sable  fiim.iliars  that  purred 
upon  liis  shoulder,  and,  taking  up  the  pen, 
wrote  upon  a  detached  slip  of  paper  these 
words,  wJiicli  Peregrine,  at  the  desire  of  the 
ladies,  repeated  aloud. — "Her  destiny  will, 
in  a  groat  measure,  depend  upon  what  hap- 
pened to  her  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning  on  the  third  day  of  last  December." 

This  sentence  was  no  sooner  pronounced, 
than  the  counterfeit  lady  screamed,  and  ran 
out  into  the  antechamber,  e.vclaiming, — 
"  Christ  have  mercy  upon  us !  sure  he  is  the 
devil  incarnate  !"  Her  mistress,  who  follow- 
ed her  with  great  consternation,  insisted 
upon  knowing  the  transaction  to  which  the 
response  alluded;  and  Mrs  Abigail,  after 
some  recollection,  gave  her  to  understand 
that  she  had  an  admirer,  who,  on  that  very 
hour  and  day  mentioned  by  the  cunning  man, 
had  addressed  himself  to  her  in  a  serious 
proposal  of  marriage.  This  explanation, 
however,  was  more  ingenious  than  candid ; 
for  the  admirer  was  no  other  than  the  identi- 
cal Mr  Pickle  himself,  who  was  a  mere 
dragon  among  the  chambermaids,  and  in  his 
previous  information  communicated  to  his 
tssociate,  had  given  an  accoimt  of  this  as- 
signation, with  whicli  he  had  been  favoured 
by  the  damsel  in  question. 

Our  hero  seeing  his  company  very  much 
reflected  with  the  circumstance  of  the  wizard's 
art,  which  had  almost  frightened  both  mistress 
and  maid  into  hysteric  fits,  pretended  to  laugh 
them  out  of  their  fears,  by  observing  that 
there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  this  in- 

*ance  of  his  knowledge,  which  miglit  have 


been  acquired  by  some  of  those  secret  emis 
saries  wliom  such  impostors  are  obliged  tD 
employ  for  intelligence,  or  imparted  by  the 
lover  himself,  wiio  had,  perhaps,  come  to 
consult  him  about  the  success  of  his  amour. 
Encouraged  by  tliis  observation,  or  rather 
prompted  by  an  insatiable  curiosity,  which 
was  proof  against  all  sorts  of  apprehension, 
the  disguised  lady  returned  to  the  magician's 
own  apartment,  and  assuming  the  air  of  a 
pert  chambermaid, — "  Mr  conjuror,"  said  she, 
"  now  you  have  satisfied  my  mistress,  wiU 
you  be  so  good  as  to  tell  me,  if  evc-r  I  shall 
be  married."  The  sage,  without  the  least 
hesitation,  favoured  her  with  an  answer,  in 
the  following  words. — "  You  cannot  be  mar- 
ried before  you  are  a  widow :  aiid  whether 
or  not  that  will  ever  be  the  case,  is  a  question 
which  my  art  cannot  resolve,  because  my 
foreknowledge  exceeds  not  the  term  of  thirty 
years." 

This  reply,  which  at  once  cut  hor  off  from 
the  pleasing  prospect  of  seeing  herself  in- 
dependent in  the  enjoyment  of  youth  and 
fortune,  in  a  moment  clouded  her  aspect;  all 
her  good  humour  was  overcast,  and  she  went 
away,  without  further  inquiry,  muttering,  in 
the  rancour  of  her  chagrin,  that  he  was  a 
silly  impertinent  fellow,  and  a  mere  quack  in 
his  profession.  Notwithstanding  the  pre- 
judice of  this  resentment,  her  conviction 
soon  recurred  ;  and  when  the  report  of  his 
answers  was  made  to  those  confederates  by 
whom  she  had  been  deputed  to  make  trial  of 
his  skill,  they  were  universally  persuaded 
that  his  art  was  altogether  supernatural, 
though  each  affected  to  treat  it  with  con- 
tempt, resolving  in  her  own  breast  to  have 
recourse  to  him  in  private. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  maid,  though  laid 
under  the  most  peremptory  injunctions  of 
secrecy,  was  so  full  of  the  circumstance 
which  related  to  her  own  conduct,  that  she 
extolled  his  prescience,  in  whispers,  to  all 
her  acquaintances,  assuring  them,  that  he 
had  told  her  all  the  particulars  of  her  life;  so 
that  his  fame  was  almost  instantaneously 
conveyed,  through  a  thousand  different 
channels,  to  all  parts  of  the  town  ;  and  the 
very  next  time  he  assumed  the  chair,  his 
doors  were  besieged  by  curious  people  of  all 
sects  and  denominations. 

Being  an  old  practitioner  in  this  art,  Cad- 
wallader  know  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  support  his  reputation  in  the  promis- 
cuous exercise  of  forlunetelling,  because 
every  person  that  shoidd  come  to  consult 
him  would  expect  a  sample  of  his  skill  relat- 
ing to  things  past ;  and  it  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  pri- 
vate concerns  of  every  individual  who  might 
apply  to  him  for  that  purpose  ;  he  therefore 
ordered  his  minister,  whom  he  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  Hadgi  Rourk,  to  signify  to 
all  those  who  demanded  entrance,  that  his 
1  price  was  half-a-guinea;  and  that  all  such  a. 
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were  not  disposed  to  trrafity  him  with  tliat 
consideration,  would  do  well  to  leave  the 
})»S8ao;e  free  for  the  rest. 

This  declaration  succeeded  to  his  wish; 
for  this  congregation  consisted  chiefly  of 
footmen,  chambermaids,  'prentices,  and  the 
lower  class  ot"  tradesmen,  who  could  not 
allbrd  to  purchase  prescience  at  such  a 
price ;  so  tiiat,  after  fruitless  ofFers  of  shil- 
lings and  halt'  crowns,  they  dropped  oft'  one 
by  one,  and  left  the  field  open  for  customers 
of  a  high  rank. 

The  first  person  of  this  species  wlio  ap- 
peared was  dressed  like  the  wife  of  a  sub- 
stantial tradesman  ;  but  this  disguise  could 
not  screen  her  from  the  penetration  of  the 
conjuror,  who  at  first  sight  knew  her  to  be 
one  of  the  ladies  of  whose  coming  he  had 
been  apprised  by  Peregrine,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  their  curiosity  was  rather  inliamed 
than  allayed  by  the  intelligence  tiiey  had  re- 
ceived from  his  first  client.  This  lady  ap- 
proached the  philosopher  with  that  intre- 
pidity of  countenance  so  conspicuous  in 
matrons  of  her  dignified  sphere,  and  in  a 
soft  voice  asked,  with  a  simper,  of  what 
comple.vion  her  next  child  would  be  1  The 
necromancer,  who  was  perfectly  well  ac- 
quainted with  her  priv.ate  history,  forthwith 
delivered  his  response  in  the  following 
question,  written  in  the  usual  form. — "How 
long  has  Pompey,  the  black,  been  dismissed 
from  your  ladyship's  service]" 

Endued  as  she  was  with  a  great  share  of 
that  fortitude  which  is  distinguished  by  the 
appellation  of  effrontery,  her  face  exhibited 
some  signs  of  shame  and  confusion  at  the 
receipt  of  tliis  oracular  interrogation,  by 
which  she  was  convinced  of  his  extraordinary 
intelligence ;  and  accosting  him  in  a  very 
serious  tone, — "  Doctor,"  said  she,  "  I  per- 
ceive you  are  a  person  of  great  abilities  in 
the  art  you  profess  ;  and,  therefore,  without 
pretending  to  dissemble,  I  will  own  you  have 
touciied  the  true  string  of  my  apprehensions. 
I  am  persuaded  I  need  not  be  more  particular 
in  my  inquiries.  Here  is  a  purse  of  money; 
take  it,  and  deliver  me  from  a  most  alarming 
and  uneasy  suspense."  So  saying,  she  de- 
posited her  offering  upon  the  table,  and  wait- 
ed for  his  an.swer,  with  a  face  of  fearful  ex- 
pectation, while  he  was  employed  in  writing 
this  sentence  for  her  perusal; — "Though  I 
see  into  the  womb  of  time,  the  prospect  is 
not  perfectly  distinct;  the  seeds  of  future 
events  lie  mingled  and  confused;  so  that  I 
am  under  the  necessity  of  assisting  my  di- 
vination in  some  cases,  by  analogy  and 
human  intelligence ;  and  cannot  possibly 
flatisfy  your  present  doubts,  unless  vou  will 
condescend  to  make  me  privy  to  all  those 
occurrences  which  you  think  might  have 
interfered  with  the  cause  of  your  appre- 
hension." 

The  lady  having  read  the  declaration,  af- 
fected a  small  emotion  of  shyness  and  re- 
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pugnance,  and,  seating  herself  upon  a  settee, 
afler  having  cautiously  informed  herself  of 
the  ])rivacy  of  the  ai)artmcnt,  gave  such  a 
detail  of  the  succession  of  her  lovers,  as 
amazed,  while  it  entertained  the  necro- 
mancer, as  well  as  his  tVieiid  Pickle,  who, 
from  a  closet  in  whicli  he  had  concealed 
himself,  ov(>rheard  every  syllable  of  her  con- 
fession. Cadwallailer  listened  to  her  story 
with  a  look  of  infinite  importance  and  saga- 
city,  and,  after  a  short  ])ause,  to!d  her,  that 
he  would  not  pretend  to  give  a  categorical 
answer,  until  he  should  have  deliberated  ma- 
turely upon  the  various  circumstances  of  the 
afiair;  but  if  she  would  take  the  trouble  of 
honouring  him  with  another  visit  on  his  next 
public  day,  he  hoped  he  should  be  able  to 
give  her  full  satisfaction.  Conscious  of  the 
importance  of  her  doubts,  she  could  not  help 
commending  his  caution,  and  took  her  leave, 
with  a  promise  of  returning  at  the  appoint- 
ed time :  then  the  conjuror  being  joined  by 
his  associate,  they  gave  a  loose  to  their 
mirth,  wiuch  having  indulged,  they  began  to 
concert  measures  for  inflicting  some  disgrace- 
ful punishment  on  the  shameless  and  in- 
satiate termagant  who  had  so  impudently 
avowed  her  own  prostitution. 

They  were  interrupted,  however,  in  their 
conference,  by  he  arrival  of  a  new  guest, 
who  being  announced  by  Hadgi,  our  hero  re- 
treated to  his  lurking  place,  and  Cadwallader 
resumed  his  mysterious  appearance.  This 
new  client,  though  she  hid  her  face  in  a  mask, 
could  not  conceal  herself  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  conjuror,  who  by  her  voice  recognized 
her  to  be  an  uumarriod  lady  of  his  own  ac- 
quaintance. She  had,  within  a  small  com- 
pass of  time,  made  herself  remarkable  for 
two  adventures,  which  had  not  at  all  suc- 
ceeded to  her  expectation  :  being  very  much 
addicted  to  play,  she  had,  at  a  certain  route, 
indulged  that  passion  to  such  an  excess,  as 
not  only  got  the  better  of  her  justice,  but 
also  of  her  circumspection  ;  so  that  she  was 
unfortunately  detected  in  her  endeavours  to 
appropriate  to  herself  what  was  not  lawfully 
her  due.  This  small  slip  was  attended  with 
another  indiscretion,  which  had  likewise  an 
unlucky  eflx;ct  upon  her  reputation.  She 
had  been  favoured  with  the  addresses  of  one 
of  those  hopeful  heirs  who  swarm  and 
swagger  about  town,  under  the  denomination 
of  bucks  ;  and,  in  the  confidence  jf  ^li'3 
honour,  consented  to  be  one  of  a  party  that 
made  an  excursion  as  far  as  Windsor,  think- 
ing herself  secured  from  scandal  by  the 
company  of  another  young  lady,  who  had 
also  condescended  to  trust  her  person  to  the 
protection  of  her  admirer.  The  two  gal- 
lants, in  the  course  of  this  expedition,  were 
said  to  use  the  most  perfidious  means  to  in- 
toxicate the  passions  of  their  mistresses,  by 
mixing  drugs  with  their  wine,  which  inflamed 
their  constitutions  to  such  a  degree,  that 
they  fell  an  easy  sacrifice  to  the  appetites  ck' 
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their  conductors,  who,  upon  their  return  to 
town,  were  so  base  and  inhuman  as  to  boast 
ainong  their  companions  of  the  exploit  they 
iiad  achieved.  Thus  tJie  story  was  circulat- 
ed, with  a  thousand  additional  circumstances 
to  the  prejudice  ot'  the  sufferers,  one  of  whom 
had  thoui,fht  proper  to  withdraw  into  the 
country,  until  the  scandal  raised  at  her  ex- 
pense should  subside  ;  wliile  the  other,  who 
was  not  so  easily  put  out  of  countenance, 
resolved  to  outface  the  report,  as  a  treacher- 
ous aspersion,  invented  by  her  lover  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  his  own  inconstancy;  and  actually 
appeared  in  public,  as  usual,  till  she  found 
herself  neg-lected  by  the  greatest  part  of  her 
acquaintance. 

In  consequence  of  this  disgrace,  which 
she  knew  not  whether  to  impute  to  the  card 
affair,  or  to  the  la^si  faux  pas  she  had  com- 
mitted, she  now  came  to  consult  the  con- 
juror, and  signified  her  errand,  by  asking 
whether  the  cause  of  her  present  disquiet 
was  of  the  town  or  country  J  Cadwailader, 
at  once  perceiving  her  allusion,  answered 
her  question  in  these  terms: — -'This  honest 
world  will  forgive  a  young  gamester  for  indis- 
cretion at  play,  but  a  favour  granted  to  a  bab- 
bling coxcomb  is  an  unpardonable  offence." 
This  response  she  received  with  equal  as- 
tonishment and  chagrin ;  and,  fully  convinced 
of  the  necromancer's  omniscience,  implored 
his  advice,  touching  the  retrieval  of  her  re- 
putation :  upon  which  he  counselled  her  to 
wed  with  the  first  opportunity.  She  seemed 
BO  well  pleased  with  his  admonition,  that  she 
gratified  him  with  a  double  fee,  and,  dropping 
a  low  curtsey,  retired. 

Our  undertakers  now  thought  it  high  time 
to  silence  the  oracle  for  the  day,  and  Hadgi 
was  accordingly  ordered  to  exclude  all 
comers,  while  Peregrine  and  liis  friend  re- 
newed the  deliberations  which  had  been  in- 
terrupted, and  settled  a  plan  of  operations 
for  the  next  occasion :  meanwhile  it  was  re- 
solved, that  Hadgi  should  not  only  exercise 
his  own  talents,  but  also  employ  inferior 
agents,  in  procuring  general  intelligence  for 
the  support  of  their  scheme ;  that  the  ex- 
pense of  this  ministry  should  be  defrayed 
from  the  profits  of  their  professions  ;  and  the 
remainder  be  distributed  to  poor  families  in 
distress. 


CHAPTER  LXXXHL 

Peregrine  and  his  friend  Cadwailader  pro- 
ceed in  the  exercise  of  the  mystery  of 
fortunelelling,  in  the  course  of  which 
they  achieve  various  adventures. 

These  preliminaries  being  adjusted,  our  hero 
forthwith  repaired  to  a  card  assembly,  which 
was  frequented  liy  some  of  tiie  most  notable 
^opsips  in  town,  and  having  artfully  turned 
,lie   con\crsation    ipon   the   subject  of  the 


fortuneteller,  whose  talents  he  pretended  tc 
ridicule,  incensed  their  itch  of  knowinc 
secrets  to  such  a  degree  of  impatience,  that 
their  curiosity  became  flagrant,  and  he  took 
it  for  granted,  that  all  or  some  of  them  would 
visit  Albumazar  on  his  very  first  visiting  day. 
While  P(  r(?grine  was  thus  engaged,  hie  as- 
sociate ir.ade  his  appearance  in  another  con- 
vocation  of  fashionable  people,  where  ho 
soon  liad  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  con- 
juror brought  upon  the  carpet  by  an  elderly 
gentlewoman,  remarkable  for  her  inquisitive 
disposition,  who,  addressing  herself  to  Cad- 
wailader, asked,  by  the  help  of  the  finger- 
alphabet,  if  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  magi- 
cian  that  made  such  a  noise  in  town  1  The 
misanthrope  answered,  as  usual,  in  a  surly 
tone  : — "  By  your  question  you  must  either 
take  me  for  a  pimp  or  an  idiot.  What,  in 
the  name  of  nonsense,  should  I  know  of 
such  a  rascal,  unless  I  were  to  court  his  ac- 
quaintance with  a  view  to  feast  my  own 
spleen,  in  seeing  him  fool  the  whole  nation, 
out  of  their  money  ;  though,  I  suppose,  his 
chief  profits  arise  from  his  practice,  in  qual 
ity  of  pander.  All  fortunetellers  are  bawds, 
and,  for  that  reason,  are  so  much  followed  by 
people  of  fashion.  This  fellow,  I  Avarrant, 
has  got  sundry  convenient  apartments  for  the 
benefit  of  procreation  ;  for  it  is  not  to  bo 
supposed  that  those  who  visit  him  on  tho 
pretence  of  consulting  his  supernatural  art, 
can  be  such  fools,  such  drivellers,  as  to  be- 
lieve that  he  can  actually  prognosticate  fu- 
ture events." 

The  company,  according  to  his  expec- 
tation, imputed  his  remarks  to  the  rancour 
of  his  disposition,  which  could  not  bear  to 
think  that  any  person  upon  earth  was  wisei 
than  himself;  and  his  ears  were  regaled  with 
a  thousand  instances  of  the  conjuror's 
wonderful  prescience,  for  which  he  was  al- 
together indebted  to  fiction.  Some  of  these 
specimens  being  communicated  to  him  by 
way  of  appeal  to  his  opinion,  "  they  are," 
said  he,  "mere  phantoms  of  ignorance  and 
credulity,  swelled  up  in  the  repetition,  like 
those  unsubstantial  bubbles  which  the  boys 
blow  up  in  soap-suds  with  a  tobacco-pipe. 
And  this  will  ever  be  the  case  in  the  pro- 
pagation of  all  extraordinary  intelligence : 
the  imagination  naturally  magnifies  every 
object  that  falls  under  its  cognizance,  especi- 
ally those  that  concern  the  passions  of  fear 
and  admiration  ;  and  when  the  occurrence 
comes  to  be  rehearsed,  the  vanity  of  the 
relator  exaggerates  every  circumstance  in 
order  to  enliancc  tlie  importance  of  the 
communication.  Thus  an  incident,  which  is 
but  barely  uncommon,  ol\cn  gains  such  ac- 
cession in  its  progress  through  the  fancies 
and  mouths  of  those  who  represent  it,  that 
the  original  fact  cannot  possibly  be  dis- 
tinguished. This  observation  might  be  prov 
ed  and  illustrated  by  a  thousand  undeniable 
examples,  out  of  which  I  shall  only  scleo' 
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one  instance  for  the  entertainment  and  edifi- 
cation of  the  company.  A  very  honest  gen- 
tleman, remarkable  for  the  gravity  of  his  de- 
portment, was  one  day  in  a  certain  coffee- 
house accosted  by  one  of  his  particular 
friends,  who,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  ex- 
pressed uncommon  satisfaction  in  seeing  him 
abroad,  and  in  good  health,  after  the  danger- 
ous ind  portentous  malady  he  had  under- 
pj%>i.  Surprised  at  tliis  salutation,  the  gen- 
tleman replied,  it  was  true  he  had  been  a 
little  out  of  order  overnight,  but  there  was 
nothing  at  all  extraordinary  in  his  indisposi- 
tion. "Jesu!  not  extraordinary  ?"  cried  the 
other,  "  when  you  vomited  three  black 
crows !"  This  strange  exclamation  the  grave 
gentleman  at  first  mistook  for  raillery,  though 
his  friend  was  no  joker;  but  perceiving  in 
him  all  the  marks  of  sincerity  and  astonish- 
ment, he  suddenly  changed  his  opinion,  and, 
after  a  short  reverie,  taking  him  aside,  ex- 
pressed himself  in  these  words  : — "Sir,  it  is 
not  unknown  to  you  that  I  am  at  present  en- 
gaged in  a  treaty  of  marriage,  which  would 
have  been  settled  long  ago,  had  it  not  been 
retarded  by  the  repeated  machinations  of  a 
certain  person  who  professed  himself  my 
rival.  Now,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  this 
afTair  of  the  three  crows  is  a  story  of  his  in- 
vention, calculated  to  prejudice  me  in  the 
opinion  of  the  lady,  who,  to  be  sure,  would 
not  choose  to  marry  a  man  who  has  a  rookery 
iu  his  bowels  ;  and  therefore  I  must  insist 
v.pon  knowing  the  author  of  this  scandalous 
report,  that  I  may  be  able  to  vindicate  my 
character  from  the  malicious  aspersion." 
His  friend,  who  thought  the  demand  was 
very  reasonable,  told  him,  without  hesitation, 
that  he  was  made  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  distemper  by  Mr  Such-a- 
one,  their  common  acquaintance  ;  upon 
which  the  person  who  conceived  himself  in- 
jured, went  immediately  in  quest  of  his  sup- 
posed defamer,  and,  having  found  him, — 
"Pray,  Sir,"  said  he,  with  a  peremptory 
tone,  "who  told  you  that  I  vomited  three 
black  crows  !*'  "Three  !"  answered  the  gen- 
tleman, "  I  mentioned  two  only."  "  Zounds  I 
Sir,"  cried  the  other,  incensed  at  his  indif- 
ference, "you  will  find  the  two  too  many,  if 
you  refuse  to  discover  the  villainous  source 
of  such  calumny."  The  gentleman,  sur- 
prised at  his  heat,  said  he  was  sorry  to  find 
he  had  been  the  accidental  instrument  of 
giving  him  offence,  but  translated  the  blame 
(if  any  there  was)  from  himself  to  a  third 
person,  to  whose  information  he  owed  his 
knowledge  of  the  report.  The  plaintiff,  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  he  received,  repaired 
to  the  house  of  the  accused :  and  his  indig- 
nation b'^ing  inflamed  at  finding  the  story 
had  alreudy  circulated  among  his  acquaint- 
ance, he  told  him,  with  evident  marks  of 
displeasure,  that  he  was  come  to  pluck  that 
Bame  brace  of  crows  which  he  said  he  had 
dissgorgcd.      The  defendant  seeing  him  verj- 
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much  irritated,  positively  denied  that  he  had 
mentioned  a  brace: — "One,  i.idced,"  said 
he,  "  I  own  I  took  notice  of,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  your  own  physician,  who  gave  me 
an  account  of  it  this  morning."  "By  the 
lord!"  cried  the  sufferer,  in  a  rage,  which  he 
could  no  longer  contain,  "that  rascal  has 
been  suborned  by  my  rival  to  slander  my 
character  in  this  niiiiinor;  but  I'll  be  re- 
venged, if  there  be  either  law  or  equity  in 
England."  Ho  had  scarce  pronounced  these 
words,  when  the  doctor  happened  to  enter 
the  room ;  when  his  exasperated  patient, 
liiling  up  his  cane, — "Sirrah,"  said  he,  "if 
I  live,  I'll  make  that  black  crovv  the  blackest 
circumstance  of  thy  whole  lifi^  and  conver- 
sation." The  physician,  confounded  at  this 
address,  assured  him  that  he  was  utterly 
ignorant  of  his  meaning,  and,  when  the  other 
gentleman  explained  it,  absolutely  denied  the 
charge,  affirming  he  had  said  no  more  than 
that  lie  had  vomited  a  quantity  of  something 
as  black  as  a  crow.  T^ie  landlord  of  the 
house  acknowledged  that  he  might  Iiave 
been  mistaken  ;  and  thus  the  whole  mystery 
was  explained." 

The  company  seemed  to  relish  the  story 
of  the  three  black  crows,  which  they  con- 
sidered as  an  impromptu  of  Cadwallader'a 
own  invention  ;  but,  granting  it  to  be  true, 
they  unanimously  declared  that  it  could  have 
no  weight  in  invalidating  the  testimony  of 
divers  persons  of  honour,  who  had  been  wit- 
nesses of  the  magician's  supernatural  skill. 
On  the  next  day  of  consultation,  the  necro- 
mancer being  in  the  chair,  and  his  friend 
behind  the  curtain,  the  outward  door  was 
scarce  opened,  when  a  female  visitant 
flounced  in,  and  discovered  to  the  magician 
the  features  of  one  of  those  inquisitive  ladies 
whose  curiosity,  he  knew,  his  confederate 
had  aroused,  in  the  manner  above  described. 
She  addressed  herself  to  him  with  a  familiar 
air,  observing,  that  she  had  heard  much  of 
his  great  knowledge,  and  was  come  to  be  a 
witness  of  his  art,  which  she  desired  him  to 
display,  in  declaring  what  he  knew  to  be  her 
ruling  passion. 

Cadwalladcr,  who  was  no  stranger  to  her 
disposition,  assumed  the  pen  without  hesi- 
tation, and  furnished  her  with  an  answer, 
importing,  that  the  love  of  money  predomi- 
nated, and  scandal  possessed  the  next  place 
in  her  heart.  Far  from  being  offended  at 
his  freedom,  she  commended  his  frankness 
with  a  smile;  and,  satisfied  of  his  uncommon 
talents,  expressed  a  desire  of  being  better 
acquainted  with  his  person  ;  nay,  she  began 
to  catechise  him  upon  the  private  history  of 
divers  great  families,  in  which  he  happened 
to  be  well  versed  ;  and  he,  in  a  mysterioua 
manner,  dropt  such  artful  hints  of  his 
knowledge,  that  she  was  amazed  at  his  ca- 
pacity, and  actually  asked  if  his  art  was 
communicable.  The  conjuror  replied  in  the 
affirmative  ;    but,  at  the  same  time,  gave  hcf 
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lo  understanJ,  that  it  was  attainable  by  those 
only  who  were  pure  and  undefilcd  in  point 
of  chastity  and  honour,  or  such  as,  by  a 
long  course  of  penitence,  had  weaned  Ihern- 
i-elves  from  all  attachments  to  the  flesh. 
She  not  only  disapproved,  but  seemed  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  tiiis  assertion ;  telling  him, 
with  a  look  of  disdain,  that  his  art  was  not 
worth  liaviug,  if  one  could  not  use  it  for  the 
benefit  of  one's  pleasure.  She  had  even 
penetration  enough  to  take  notice  of  an 
inconsistency  ia  what  he  had  advanced ; 
and  asked,  why  he  himself  exercised  his 
knowledge  for  liire,  if  he  was  so  much  de- 
tached Irora  all  worldly  concerns: — "Come, 
come,  doctor,"  added  she,  "  you  are  in  the 
right  to  be  cautious  against  impertinent 
curiosity  ;  but,  perhaps,  I  may  make  it  worth 
your  while  to  be  communicative." 

These  overtures  were  interrupted  by  a  rap 
at  the  door,  signifying  the  approach  of  an- 
other client  ;  upon  which  the  lady  inquired 
for  his  private  passage,  through  which  she 
might  retire,  without  the  risk  of  being  seen ; 
v.-hen  she  understood  he  was  deficient  in  that 
convenience,  she  withdrew  into  an  empty 
room  adjoining  to  the  audience  chamber,  in 
order  to  conceal  herself  from  the  obser- 
vation of  the  new  comer.  This  was  no 
other  than  the  inamorata,  who  came  by  ap- 
pointment to  receive  the  solution  of  her 
doubts ;  and  the  misanthrope,  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  expose  her  to  the  censure  of 
such  an  indefatigable  minister  of  fame  as  the 
person  who,  he  knew,  would  listen  from  the 
next  apartment,  laid  her  under  the  necessity 
of  refreshing  his  remembrance  with  a  re- 
capitulation of  her  former  confession,  which 
was  almost  finished,  when  she  was  alarmed 
by  a  noise  at  the  door,  occasioned  by  two 
gentlemen,  who  attempted  to  enter  by  force. 

Terrified  at  tliis  uproar,  which  disconcert- 
ed the  magician  himself,  she  ran  for  shelter 
into  the  place  which  was  preoccupied  by  the 
other  lady,  who,  hearing  this  disturbance, 
had  closed  the  window-shutters,  that  she 
might  have  the  better  chance  of  remaining 
unknown.  Here  they  ensconced  themselves 
in  the  utmost  consternation,  while  the  necro- 
mancer, after  some  recollection,  ordered 
Hadgi  to  open  the  door,  and  admit  the  rioters, 
who,  he  hoped,  would  be  overawed  by  the 
authority  of  his  appearance.  The  janitor  had 
no  sooner  obeyed  his  instructions,  than  in 
rushed  a  young  libertine,  who  had  been  for 
Bome  time  upon  the  town,  together  with  his 
tutor,  who  was  a  worn  out  debauchee,  v/ell 
known  to  the  magician.  They  were  both  in 
that  degree  of  intoxication  necessary  to  pre- 
])are  such  dispositions  for  what  they  com- 
monly call  frolics,  and  the  sober  part  of  man- 
kind feel  to  be  extravagant  outrages  against 
the  laws  of  their  country,  and  the  peace  of 
tlieir  fellow-subjects.  Having  .staggered  up 
.o  the  table,  the  senior,  who  undertook  to 
lit  spokesman,  saluted  Cadwallader  with, — 


"How  dost  do,  old  Capricorn?  thou  neem'st 
to  be  a  most  venerable  pimp,  and,  I  doul)t 
not,  hast  abundance  of  discretion.  Here  is 
this  young  whoremastcr  (a  true  chip  of  the 
old  venereal  block  his  father)  and  myself 
come  for  a  comfortable  cast  of  thy  function. 
I  don't  mean  that  stale  pretence  of  conjuring, 
damn  futurity;  let  us  live  fcr  the  present 
old  Haly.  Coniure  me  up  a  couple  of  hal? 
wenches,  and,  I  warrant,  we  shall  get  intc 
the  magic  circle  in  a  twinkling.  "Whai  says 
Galileo?  What  says  the  reverend  Brahe? 
Here  is  a  purse,  you  pimp :  hai-k,  how  it 
chinks!  this  is  sweeter  than  the  music  of  the 
spheres." 

Our  necromancer,  perplexed  at  this  ren- 
countre,  made  no  reply  ;  but,  taking  up  his 
wand,  waved  it  round  his  head  in  a  very 
mysterious  motion,  with  a  view  of  intimidat- 
ing these  forward  visitants,  who,  far  from 
being  awed  by  this  sort  of  evolution,  became 
more  and  more  obstreperous,  and  even 
threatened  to  pull  him  by  the  beard,  if  he 
would  not  immediately  comply  with  their 
desire.  Had  he  called  his  associate,  or  even 
Hadgi,  to  his  aid,  he  knew  he  could  have 
soon  calmed  their  turbulence ;  but,  being  un- 
willingto  run  the  risk  of  a  discover}',  or  even 
of  a  riot,  he  bethought  himself  of  chastising 
their  insolence  in  another  manner,  that  would 
be  less  hazardous,  and  rather  more  effectual. 
In  consequence  of  this  suggestion,  he  point- 
ed his  wand  towards  the  door  of  the 
apartment  in  which  the  ladies  had  taken 
sanctuary ;  and  the  two  rakes,  understanding 
the  hint,  rushed  in  without  hesitation. 

The  females,  finding  their  place  of  retreat 
taken  by  assault,  ran  about  the  room  in  great 
consternation,  and  were  immediately  taken 
prisoners  by  the  assailants,  who,  pulling 
them  towards  the  windows,  opened  the  shut- 
ters at  the  same  instant  of  time,  when, 
strange  to  tell!  one  of  the  heroes  discovered, 
in  the  prize  he  had  made,  the  very  wife  of 
his  bosom  ;  and  liis  companion  perceived 
that  he  had  stumbled  in  the  dark  upon  liis 
own  mother.  Their  mutual  astonishment 
was  unspeakable  at  this  eclaircissement, 
which  produced  an  universal  silence  for  the 
space  of  several  minutes.  During  this  pause 
the  ladies  having  recollected  themselves,  an 
expostulation  was  begim,  by  the  elder  of  the 
two,  who  roundly  took  her  son  to  task  for  his 
disorderly  life,  which  laid  her  under  the  dis- 
agreeable necessity  of  watching  his  motions, 
and  detecting  him  in  such  an  infamous  place. 

While  the  carefid  mother  thus  exercised 
her  talent  for  reprehension,  the  hopeful  young 
gentleman,  with  a  hand  in  each  fob,  stood 
whistling  an  opera  tune,  without  seeming  to 
iiay  the  most  profound  regard  to  his  parent'0 
rcpioof ;  and  the  other  lady,  in  imitation  of 
such  a  consummate  pattern,  began  to  open 
upon  her  husband,  whom  she  bitterly  re- 
proached with  his  looseness  and  intempe- 
rance, demanding  to  know  what  he  had  tP 
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allege  in  alleviation  of  liis  present  mis- 
conduct. The  surprise  occasioned  by  such 
an  une.xpccted  nioeting^,  liad  already  in  a 
great  measure  destroyed  the  etl'ects  of  tlic 
wine  he  had  so  plentifully  drank  ;  and  tiie 
first  use  he  made  of  his  recovered  sobriety, 
was  to  revolve  within  himself  tlie  motives 
that  could  possibly  induce  his  wife  to  give 
him  .he  rendezvous  in  tliis  manner.  As  lie 
bad  good  reason  to  believe  she  was  utterly 
void  of  jealousy,  he  naturally  placed  this  ren- 
countre  to  the  account  of  another  passion ; 
and  his  chagrin  was  not  at  all  impaired  by 
the  efiVontery  witli  which  she  now  presumed 
to  reprimand  him.  lie  listened  to  licr,  there- 
fore, with  a  grave  or  ratlicr  grim  aspect; 
and  to  the  question  with  which  slie  conclud- 
ed her  rebuke,  answered,  witii  great  com- 
posure,— "All  that  I  iiave  to  allege,  Madam, 
is,  that  the  bawd  has  committed  a  mistake, 
in  consequence  of  which  we  are  both  dis- 
appointed ;  and  so,  ladies,  your  humble 
servant."  So  saying,  he  retired  with  mani- 
fest confusion  in  his  looks  ;  and  as  he  passed 
through  the  audience  chamber,  eyeing  the 
conjuror  askance,  pronounced  the  epithet 
nf  precious  rascal,  with  great  emphasis. 
Meanwhile,  the  junior,  like  a  dutiful  child, 
handed  his  mamma  to  her  chair ;  and  the 
other  client,  after  having  reviled  the  necro- 
mancer, because  he  could  not  foresee  tliis 
event,  went  away  in  a  state  of  mortifica- 
tion. 

The  coa.st  being  clear.  Peregrine  came 
forth  from  his  den,  and  congratulated  his 
friend  upon  the  peaceable  issue  of  the  ad- 
venture which  he  had  overheard  ;  but,  that 
he  might  not  be  e.xposed  to  such  incon- 
venience for  the  future,  they  resolved,  that  a 
grate  should  be  fixed  in  the  middle  of  the 
outward  door,  through  which  the  conjuror 
himself  might  reconnoitre  all  the  visitants, 
before  their  admission  ;  so  that,  to  those 
whose  appearance  he  might  not  like,  Hadgi 
should,  without  opening,  give  notice,  that 
his  master  was  engaged.  By  this  expedient, 
too,  they  provided  against  those  difficulties 
which  Cadwallader  must  have  encountered, 
in  giving  satisfaction  to  strangers,  whom  he 
did  not  know  :  for  the  original  intention  of 
the  founders  was  to  confine  the  practice  of 
their  art  to  people  of  fashion  only,  most  of 
whom  were  personally  known  to  the  counter- 
feit magician  and  his  coadjutors. 

Indeed  these  associates,  Cadwallader  in 
particular,  notwithstanding  his  boasted  in- 
sight into  the  characters  of  life,  never 
imagined  that  his  pretended  skill  would  be 
conMdted  by  any  but  the  weaker  minded  of 
the  female  sex,  incited  by  that  spirit  of  curi- 
osity which  he  knew  was  implanted  in  their 
nature ;  but,  in  the  course  of  his  practice,' 
ne  found  himself  cultivated  in  his  preter- 
natural capacity  by  people  of  all  sexes,  com- 
plexions, and  degrees  of  reputation,  and  had 
occasion  to  observe,  that,  when  the  passions 


are  concerned,  howsoever  cool,  cautious, 
and  deliberate,  the  disposition  may  otherwise 
b<,',  tliere  is  nothing  so  idle,  frivolous,  or  ab- 
surd, to  wiiich  tiicy  will  not  ap()iy  fi)r  en- 
couragement and  gratification.  The  la.st  oc- 
currence, according  to  the  hopes  and  ex- 
pectation of  the  confederates,  was  whisper- 
ed about  by  the  ladies  concerned,  in  such  a 
manner,  that  the  whole  alfair  was,  in  a  few 
days,  tiie  universal  topic  of  discourse,  in 
which  it  was  retailed  with  numberless  em- 
bellishments, invented  by  the  parties  them- 
selves, who  had  long  indulged  a  ])ique  at 
each  other,  and  took  this  opportunity  of  en- 
joying their  revenge. 

These  incidents,  while  they  regaled  the 
spleen,  at  the  same  time  augmented  the  re- 
nown of  tlie  conjuror,  who  was  described, 
on  both  sides,  as  a  very  extraordinary  person 
in  his  way ;  and  the  alteration  in  his  door 
was  no  sooner  performed,  tiian  ho  had  oc- 
casion to  avail  himself  of  it,  against  the  in- 
trusion of  a  great  many,  with  whom  he 
would  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  support 
the  fame  he  had  acquired. 

Among  those  who  appeared  at  his  grate, 
he  perceived  a  certain  clergyman,  whom  he 
had  long  known  an  humble  attendant  on  the 
great,  and  with  some  the  reputed  minister  of 
their  pleasures.  This  Levite  had  disguised 
himself  in  a  great  coat,  boots,  and  dress  quite 
foreign  to  the  habit  worn  by  those  of  his 
function  ;  and,  being  admitted,  attempted  to 
impose  himself  as  a  country  squire  upon  the 
conjuror,  who,  calling  him  by  his  name,  de- 
sired him  to  sit  down.  Tiiis  reception  cor- 
responding  with  the  report  he  had  heard 
touching  our  magician's  art,  the  doctor  said 
he  would  lay  aside  all  dissimulation.  Atler 
having  professed  an  implicit  belief,  that  his 
supernatural  knowledge  did  not  proceed  from 
any  communication  witii  evil  spirits,  but  was 
the  immediate  gift  of  heaven,  he  declared 
the  intention  of  his  coming  was  to  inquire 
into  the  health  of  a  good  friend  and  brother 
of  his,  who  possessed  a  certain  living  in  the 
country,  whicli  he  named  ;  and,  as  he  was 
old  and  infirm,  to  know  what  space  of  time 
was  allotted  to  him  in  this  frail  state  of  mor- 
tality, that  he  might  liave  the  melancholy 
satisfaction  of  attending  him  in  his  last 
moments,  and  assisting  him  in  his  prepara- 
tions for  eternity. 

The  conjuror,  who  at  once  perceived  Ihcj 
purport  of  this  question,  after  a  solemn 
pause,  during  whicli  he  seemed  absorbed  in 
contemplation,  delivered  this  response  to  his 
consulter: — "Though  I  foresee  some  occur- 
rences, I  do  not  pretend  to  be  omniscient. 
I  know  not  to  what  age  that  clergv'inan's  life 
will  extend  ;  but  so  far  I  can  penetrate  into 
the  womb  of  time,  as  to  discern,  that  the  in- 
cumbent  will  survive  his  intended  successor." 
This  dreadful  sentence  in  a  moment  banished 
the  blood  from  the  face  of  the  appalled  con 
suiter,   who,    hearing  his    own   doom   pro 
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nounced,  boj^an  to  tremble  in  every  joint ;  he 
lifted  up  Ills  eyes  in  the  agony  of  fear,  and 
saying, — "the  will  of  God  be  done,"  with- 
drew in  silent  despondence,  his  teeth  chat- 
tering with  terror  and  dismay. 

This  client  was  succeeded  by  an  old  man 
about  the  age  of  seventy-five,  who  being  re- 
solved to  purchase  a  lease,  desired  to  be  de- 
termined in  the  term  of  years  by  the  necro- 
nuiiicer's  advice,  observing,  that,  as  he  had 
no  cliiklrcn  of  his  own  body,  and  had  no  re- 
gard for  his  heirs  at  law,  the  purchase  would 
be  made  with  a  view  to  his  own  convenience 
only  ;  and  therefore,  considering  his  age,  he 
himself  hesitated  in  the  period  of  the  lease, 
between  thirty  and  threescore  years. 

The  conjuror,  upon  due  deliberation,  ad- 
vised him  to  double  the  last  specified  term, 
because  he  distinguished  in  his  features 
something  portending  extreme  old  age  and 
second  childhood,  and  he  ought  to  provide 
for  that  state  of  incapacity,  which  other- 
wise would  be  attended  with  infinite  misery 
and  atfliction.  Tiie  superannuated  wretcl), 
thunderstruck  with  this  prediction,  held  up 
his  hands,  and  in  the  first  transports  of 
Iiis  apprcliension,  exclaimed, — "Lord  have 
mercy  upon  me  !  I  have  not  wherewithal  to 
purchase  such  a  long  lease,  and  I  have  long 
out-lived  all  my  friends  ;  what  then  must  be- 
come of  me,  sinner  that  I  am,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years  hence !"  Cadwallader, 
(who  enjoyed  his  terror)  under  pretence  of 
alleviating  his  concern,  told  him  that  what 
ne  had  prognosticated  did  not  deprive  him 
of  the  means  which  he  and  every  person  had 
in  their  power,  to  curtail  a  life  of  misfortune ; 
and  the  old  gentleman  wont  away,  seemingly 
comfirted  with  the  assurance,  tiiat  it  would 
always  be  in  his  power  to  employ  a  halter 
for  his  own  deliverance. 

Soon  after  the  retreat  of  this  elder,  the 
magician  was  visited  by  one  of  those  worthies 
known  among  the  Romans  by  the  appel- 
lation of  hceredipetes,  who  had  amassed  a 
large  fortune  by  s  close  attention  to  the  im- 
mediate wants  and  Vv^eakness  of  raw  unex- 
perienced heirs.  This  honourable  usurer 
had  sold  an  annuity  upon  the  life  of  a  young 
spendthrift,  being  thereto  induced  by  the 
affirmation  of  liis  physician,  who  had  assured 
iiim  his  patient's  constitution  was  so  rotten, 
that  he  could  not  live  one  year  to  an  end : 
lie  had,  nevertheless,  made  shift  to  weather 
(■eighteen  months,  and  now  seemed  more 
vigorous  and  healthy  than  he  had  ever  been 
known  ;  for  he  was  supposed  to  have  nourish- 
ed an  hereditary  pox  from  his  cradle.  Alarmed 
at  this  a"lteration,  the  seller  came  to  consult 
(^adwallader,  not  only  about  the  life  of  the 
annuitant,  but  also  concerning  the  state  of 
his  health  at  the  time  of  his  purchasing  the 
annuity,  purposing  to  sue  the  physician  for 
false  intelligence,  should  the  conjuror  declare 
that  the  young  man  was  sound  when  the 
doctor  pronounced  him  diseased.     But  this 


was  a  piece  of  satisfaction  he  did  not  obtain 
from  the  misanthrope,  who,  in  order  to 
punish  his  sordid  disposition,  gave  him  to 
understand  that  the  physician  had  told  him 
the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  ;  and 
that  the  young  gentleman  was  in  a  fair  way 
of  attaining  a  comfortable  old  age.  "  That 
is  to  say,"  (cried  the  client,  in  the  impatience 
of  his  mortification  at  this  answer)  "bating 
accidents;  for,  thank  God,  the  annuitant  does 
not  lead  the  most  regular  life  ;  besides,  I  am 
credibly  informed  he  is  choleric  and  rash; 
so  that  he  may  be  concerned  in  a  duel :  then 
there  arc  such  things  as  riots  in  the  street, 
in  which  a  rake's  skull  may  be  casually 
cracked ;  he  may  be  overturned  in  a  coach, 
overset  in  the  river,  thrown  from  a  vicious 
horse,  overtaken  with  a  cold,  endangered  by 
a  surfeit;  but  what  I  place  my  chief  con- 
fidence in,  is  a  hearty  pox,  a  distemper 
which  hath  been  fatal  to  his  whole  family. 
Not  but  that  the  issue  of  all  these  things  is 
uncertain  ;  and  expedients  might  be  found, 
which  would  more  effectually  answer  the 
purpose.  I  know  they  have  arts  in  Lidia, 
by  which  a  man  can  secure  his  own  interest, 
in  the  salutation  of  a  friendly  shake  by  the 
hand  ;  and  I  don't  doubt  that  you,  who  have 
lived  in  that  country,  are  master  of  the 
secret.  To  be  sure,  if  you  was  inclined  to 
communicate  such  a  nostrum,  there  are 
abundance  of  people  who  would  purchase  it 
at  a  very  high  price." 

Cadwallader  understood  this  insinuation, 
and  was  tempted  to  amuse  him  in  such  a 
manner  as  would  tend  to  his  disgrace  and 
confusion  ;  but  considering  that  the  case  was 
of  too  criminal  a  nature  to  be  tampered 
with,  he  withstood  his  desire  of  punishing 
this  rapacious  cormorant  any  other  way  than 
by  telling  him  he  would  not  impart  the  secret 
for  his  whole  fortune  ten  times  doubled  ;  so 
that  the  usurer  retired,  very  much  dissatisfied 
with  the  issue  of  his  consultation. 

The  next  person  who  presented  himself  at 
this  altar  of  intelligence,  was  an  author, 
who  recommended  himself  to  a  gratis  advice, 
by  observing,  that  a  prophet  and  poet  were 
known  by  the  same  appellation  among  the 
ancients;  and  that,  at  th..i  day,  both  the  one 
and  the  other  spoke  by  inspiration.  The 
conjuror  refused  to  own  this  affinity,  which, 
he  said,  formerly  subsisted,  because  botn 
species  of  the  vate.s  were  the  children  of 
fiction ;  but  as  he  himself  did  not  fall  under 
that  predicament,  he  begged  leave  to  disown 
all  connexion  with  the  family  of  the  poets; 
and  the  poor  author  would  have  been  dis- 
missed without  his  errand,  though  he  oflTered 
to  leave  an  ode  as  security  for  the  magician's 
fee,  to  be  paid  from  the  profits  of  his  first 
third  night,  had  not  Cadwallader's  curiosity 
prompted  him  to  know  the  subject  of  this 
gentleman's  inquiry.  lie  therefore  told  him, 
I  that,  in  consideration  of  his  genius,  he  would 
i  for  once  satisfy  him  without  a  fee :   and  de- 
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5ired  him  to  specify  the  doubts  in  which  he 
wished  to  be  resolved. 

The  son  of  Parnassus,  glad  of  this  con- 
descension, for  wliicli  lie  thanked  the  necro- 
mancer, gave  him  to  understand  that  he  had 
6ome  lime  before  presented  a  play  in  manu- 
script to  a  certain  great  man,  at  the  head  of 
taste,  who  had  not  only  read  and  approved 
the  performance,  but  also  undertaken  to  in- 
troduce and  support  it  on  the  stage  ;  that  he 
(the  author)  was  assured  by  this  patron,  tiiat 
the  play  was  already  (in  consetpience  of  liis 
recommendation)  accepted  by  one  of  the 
managers,  who  had  faithfully  promised  to 
bring  it  to  light ;  but  that,  when  ho  waited 
on  this  same  manager,  to  know  when  he  in- 
tended to  put  his  production  in  rehearsal, 
the  man  declared  he  had  never  seen  or  heard 
of  the  piece: — "Now,  .Mr  conjuror,"  said  ho, 
"  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not  my  play  has 
been  presented,  and  if  I  have  any  sort  of 
chance  of  seeing  it  acted  this  winter." 

Cadwallader,  who  had,  in  his  younger 
davs,  sported  among  the  theatrical  muses, 
began  to  lose  his  temper  at  this  question, 
which  recalled  the  remembrance  of  his  own 
disappointments  ;  and  dispatched  the  author 
with  an  abrupt  answer,  importing  that  the 
affairs  of  the  stage  were  altogether  without 
the  sphere  of  his  divination,  being  entirely 
resrnlatcd  bv  the  demons  of  dissimulation. 
Ignorance,  and  caprice. 

It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  recount 
every  individual  response  which  our  magician 
delivered  in  the  course  of  his  conjuration. 
He  was  consulted  in  all  cases  of  law,  physic, 
and  trade,  over  and  above  the  ordinary 
subjects  of  marriage  and  fornication ;  his 
advice  and  assistance  were  solicited  by 
sharpers,  who  desired  to  possess  an  infallible 
method  of  cheating  unperceived  ;  by  fortune- 
hunters,  who  wanted  to  make  prize  of 
widows  and  heiresses  ;  by  debauchees,  who 
were  disposed  to  lie  with  other  men's  wives; 
by  co.xcombs,  who  longed  for  the  death  of 
their  fathers  ;  by  wenches  with  child,  who 
wished  themselves  rid  of  their  burdens  ;  by 
merchants,  who  had  insured  above  value, 
and  thirsted  after  the  news  of  a  wreck  ;  by 
underwriters,  who  prayed  for  the  gift  of  pre- 
science, that  they  might  venture  money  upon 
such  ships  only  as  should  perform  the  voyage 
ill  safety ;  by  .lews,  who  wanted  to  foresee  the 
fluctuations  of  stock  ;  by  usurers,  who  ad- 
vanced money  upon  undecided  causes  ;  by 
clients,  who  were  dubious  of  the  honesty  of 
their  counsel :  in  short,  all  matters  of  un- 
certain issue  were  appealed  to  this  tribunal ; 
and,  in  point  of  calculation,  De  Moivre  was 
ntterlv  neglected. 


CHAPTER  LXXXIV. 

Tke  conjuror  and  his  associate  execute  a 
plan   oj  xengeanc.    aqaiiist  certain  in- 
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fidels  who  pretend  to  despise  their  art. 
and  Peregrine  achieves  an  adventure 
with  a  young  nobleman. 

By  these  means,  the  whole  variety  of  cha. 
racters,  undisguised,  passed,  as  it  were,  in 
review  before  the  confederates,  who,  by 
divers  ingenious  contrivances,  i)unished  the 
most  flagrant  offenders  with  as  niucli  severity 
as  the  nature  of  their  plan  would  allow 
.\\.  length,  they  projected  a  scheme  foi 
chastising  a  number  of  their  own  acquaint- 
ance, who  had  all  along  professed  tlie  utmost 
contempt  for  the  talent  of  this  conjuror 
which  they  endeavoured  to  ridicule  in  a., 
companies,  where  his  surprising  art  was  the 
subject  of  discourse;  not  that  they  had  sense 
and  discernment  enough  to  perceive  the  ab- 
surdity of  his  pretensions,  but  affected  a 
singularity  of  opinion,  with  a  view  of  insult- 
ing the  inferior  understandings  of  those  who 
were  deceived  by  such  an  idle  impostor. 

Peregrine,  indeed,  for  obvious  reasons, 
had  always  espoused  their  judgment  in  this 
case,  and  joined  them  in  reviling  the  public 
character  of  his  friend:  but  he  knew  how  far 
the  capacities  of  those  virtuosi  extended,  and 
had  frequently  caught  them  in  the  fact  of 
recounting  tlieir  exploits  against  the  con- 
juror, which  were  the  productions  of  their 
own  invention  only.  On  these  considera- 
tions, his  wrath  was  kindled  against  them, 
and  he  accordingly  concerted  measures  with 
his  coadjutor,  for  overwhelming  them  with 
confusion  and  dismay. 

In  the  first  place,  a  report  was  spread  oy 
his  emissaries,  that  the  magician  had  under- 
taken to  entertain  their  view  with  the  appear- 
ance of  any  person  whom  his  customers 
should  desire  to  see,  whether  dead,  or  at  the 
distance  of  a  thousand  leagues.  This  extra- 
ordinary proposal  chancing  to  be  the  subject 
of  conversation  in  a  place  where  most  of 
those  infidels  were  assembled,  they  talked  of 
it  in  the  usual  style,  and  some  of  them  swore 
the  fellow  ought  to  be  pilloried  for  his  pre- 
sumption. 

Our  hero,  seizing  this  favourable  oppor- 
tunity, acquiesced  in  their  remarks,  and  ob- 
served, with  great  vehemence,  that  it  would 
be  a  meritorious  action  to  put  the  rascal  to 
the  proof,  and  then  toss  him  in  a  blanket  for 
non-performance.  They  were  wonderfully 
pleased  with  this  suggestion,  and  forthwith 
determined  to  try  the  experiment ;  though, 
as  they  understood  the  apparition  would  be 
produced  to  one  only  at  a  time,  they  could 
not  immediately  agree  in  the  choice  of  the 
person  who  should  stand  the  first  brunt  of 
the  magician's  skill.  While  each  of  tlierr 
severally  excused  himself  from  this  prefer 
ence  on  various  pretences.  Peregrine  readily 
undertook  the  post,  expressing  great  confi- 
dence of  the  conjuror's  incajiacity  to  give 
him  the  least  cause  of  apprehension. 

This  poin     being  settled,   thev  detachetl 
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one  of  tlieir  number  to  Crabtrce,  in  order  to 
Despeak  anil  adjust  the  liour  and  terms  of  the 
operation,  which  he  insisted  upon  |)erfonning 
at  liis  own  apartment,  wliere  every  thing  was 
prepared  for  the  occasion.  At  the  appointed 
time,  they  went  thitJier,  in  a  body,  to  the 
number  of  seven,  in  full  expectation  of  de- 
tecting the  impostor;  and  were  received  with 
such  gloomy  formality,  as  seemed  to  have  an 
effect  upon  the  countenances  of  some  among 
them  (though  they  were  encouraged  by  the 
vivacity  of  Pickle,  who  affected  a  double 
share  of  petulance,  for  the  more  effectual  ac- 
complishment of  his  purpose). 

Cadwallader  made  no  reply  to  the  inter- 
rogations they  uttered,  in  the  levity  of  their 
msolence,  at  the  first  entrance,  but  ordered 
Hadgi  to  conduct  them  through  the  next 
room,  that  they  might  see  there  was  no  pre- 
vious apparatus  to  affright  their  deputy  with 
objects  foreign  to  his  undertaking.  They 
found  nothing  but  a  couple  of  wax  tapers 
burning  on  a  table  that  stood  with  a  chair  by 
it  in  tiie  middle  of  the  apartment,  and  re- 
turned to  the  audience  chamber,  leaving 
Peregrine  by  himself,  to  encounter  the 
phantom  of  that  person  whom  they  should 
(without  his  knowledge)  desire  the  magician 
to  conjure  up  to  his  view. 

All  the  doors  being  shut,  aud  the  company 
seated,  a  profound  silence  ensued,  together 
with  a  face  of  dreadful  expectation,  encour- 
aged by  the  blue  flame  of  the  candles,  which 
were  tipt  with  sulphur  for  that  purpose,  and 
heightened  by  the  dismal  sound  of  a  large 
bell,  whicii  Hadgi  tolled  in  the  ante-chamber. 
Cadwallader  having  thus  practised  upon  their 
gnorance  and  fear,  desired  them  to  name 
Jic  person  to  be  produced.  After  some 
whispers  among  themselves,  one  of  them 
took  the  pen,  and,  writing  the  name  of  Com- 
modore Trunnion  upon  a  slip  of  paper,  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  magician,  who  rose 
from  his  scat,  and,  opening  the  door  of  his 
closet,  displayed  to  their  view  a  skull,  with 
thigh  bones  crossed,  upon  a  table  covered 
with  black  cloth. 

This  melanclioly  spectacle  made  a  remark- 
able impression  upon  the  imaginations  of  the 
company,  already  prepossessed  by  the  pre- 
vious ceremony ;  and  they  began  to  survey 
one  another  with  looks  of  consternation, 
while  Cadwallader,  shutting  himself  in  the 
closet,  that  was  contiguous  to  the  chamber 
in  which  his  friend  Peregrine  was  stationed, 
thrust  the  label  with  his  uncle's  name 
through  a  small  chink  in  the  partition,  ac- 
cording to  agreement,  muttering  all  the  time 
a  sort  of  gibberish,  that  increased  tlic  panic 
of  his  audience;  then  returning  to  his  chair, 
the  knell  wa.s  tolled  again,  and  Pickle  called 
aloud, — "Damn  your  mummer)',  why  don't 
you  dispatch]" 

This  vvas  a  signal  to  Crabtree,  who  was 
Ihu.s  certified  of  his  having  received  the 
paper,  stood  ud  and  waved  his  wand  in  the 


figure  of  an  S.  The  motive  being  thrice 
performed,  their  ears  were  all  of  a  suddeu 
invaded  by  a  terrible  noise  in  the  next  room, 
accompanied  with  the  voice  of  Peregrine 
who  exclaimed  in  a  tone  of  horror  and 
amazement, — "  Guard  me,  Heaven!  my  uncle 
Trunnion  !"  This  ejaculation  had  such  ai; 
effect  upon  the  hearers,  that  two  of  them 
swooned  with  fear,  a  third  fell  upon  his 
knees,  and  prayed  aloud,  while  the  other 
three,  in  a  transport  of  dismay  and  distraction, 
burst  open  the  door,  and  ru.shed  into  the 
haunted  chamber,  where  they  found  the  table 
and  chair  overturned,  and  Peregrine  extend- 
ed (in  all  appearance)  without  sense  or 
motion  upon  the  floor. 

Tiiey  immediately  began  to  chafo  his 
temples,  and  the  first  symptom  of  his  reco- 
very which  they  had  perceived  was  a  hollow 
groan  ;  after  which  he  pronounced  these 
words  : — "  Merciful  powers  I  If  I  live,  I  saw 
the  commodore  with  his  black  patch,  in  the 
very  clothes  he  wore  at  my  sister's  wedding." 
This  declaration  completed  their  astonish- 
ment and  terror;  they  observed  a  wildness 
in  his  looks,  which  he  seemed  to  bend  on 
something  concealed  from  their  view  ;  and 
were  infected  by  his  appearance  to  such  a 
pitch  of  superstition,  that  it  would  have  been 
an  easy  matter  to  persuade  tiiem  that  the 
chair  and  table  were  apparitions  of  theii 
forefathers.  However,  they  conducted  Pere- 
grine into  the  council-chamber,  where  the 
conjuror  and  Hadgi  were  employed  in  mi- 
nistering to  those  who  had  fainted.  The 
patients  having  retrieved  the  use  of  their 
faculties,  Cadwallader,  assuming  a  double 
portion  of  severity  in  his  aspect,  asked  if 
they  were  not  ashamed  of  their  former  in- 
credulity ;  declaring,  that  ho  was  ready  to 
give  them  more  convincing  proofs  of  iiis  art 
upon  the  spot,  and  would  immediately  recall 
three  generations  of  their  progenitors  from 
the  dead,  if  they  were  disposed  to  relish  such 
company.  Then  turning  to  one  of  them, 
whose  grandfather  had  been  hanged, — "Are 
you,"  said  he,  "ambitious  of  seeing  the  first 
remarkable  personage  of  your  family]  say 
the  word,  and  he  shall  appear." 

This  youth,  who  had  been  the  most  insolent 
and  obstreperous  of  the  whole  society,  and 
was  now  depressed  with  the  same  proportion 
of  fear,  alarmed  at  the  proposal,  assured  the 
magician  he  had  no  curiosity  of  that  sort 
remaining;  and  that  what  he  liad  alretdy 
seen  would  (he  hoped)  have  a  good  effect  upon 
his  future  life  and  conversation.  Every  one 
of  these  heroes  made  an  acknowledgement 
and  profession  of  the  same  xind,  some  of 
which  were  attended  witli  tears  ;  and  Hadgi 
having  provided  chairs  for  the  whole  compa- 
ny, they  departed  exceedingly  crest-fallen. 
Two  of  the  number  actually  sickened  with 
the  agitation  they  had  undergone,  while  our 
hero  and  his  associate  made  themse.vot 
merry  with  the  success  of  tl  eir  enterpriae. 
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But  this  scheme  of  fortiine-tellinfT  did  not 
rngross  his  whole  attention;  he  still  con- 
tinued to  maintain  his  appearance  in  the 
bean  nionde ;  and,  as  liis  expense  far  ex- 
ceeded his  income,  strove  to  contract  in- 
timacies with  people  of  interest  and  power; 
he  showed  himself  regularly  at  court,  paid 
his  respects  to  them  in  all  places  of  public 
diversion,  and  frequently  entered  into  their 
parties,  either  of  pleasure  or  cards.  In  the 
course  of  this  cultivation,  he  happened,  one 
evenmg,  at  a  certain  chocolate-house,  to 
overlook  a  match  at  piquet,  in  which  he  per- 
ceived a  couple  of  sharpers  inaking  prey  of 
a  younfir  nobleman,  who  had  neither  temper 
nor  skill  sufficient  to  cope  with  such  anta- 
gfonists. 

Our  hero,  being  a  professed  enemy  to  all 
knights  of  industry,  could  not  bear  to  see 
them  cheat  in  public  with  such  insolent  au- 
dacity. Under  pretence  of  communicating 
some  business  of  importance,  he  begged  the 
favour  of  speaking  to  the  young  gentleman 
in  another  corner  of  the  room,  and  in  a 
friendly  manner  cautioned  him  against  the 
arts  of  his  opponents.  This  hot-headed  re- 
presentative, far  from  thinking  or  owning 
kimself  obliged  to  Pickle  for  his  good  counsel, 
looked  upon  his  advice  as  an  insult  upon  his 
understanding;  and  replied,  with  an  air  of 
ferocious  displeasure,  that  he  knew  how  to 
take  care  of  his  own  concerns,  and  would 
not  suffer  either  him  or  them  to  bubble  him 
out  of  one  shilling. 

Peregrine,  offended  at  the  association,  as 
well  as  at  the  ingratitude  and  folly  of  this 
conceited  coxcomb,  expressed  his  resentment, 
by  telling  him,  that  he  expected  at  least  an 
acknowledgement  for  his  candid  intention ; 
but  he  found  his  intellects  too  much  warped 
by  his  vanity  to  perceive  his  own  want  of 
capacity  and  experience.  Inflamed  by  this 
reproof,  the  young  nobleman  challenged  him 
to  play  for  five  hundred  pounds,  with  many 
opprobrious,  or  at  least  contemptuous,  terms 
of  defiance,  which  provoked  our  hero  to  ac- 
cept the  proposal.  After  the  other  had  dis- 
engaged himself  from  the  old  rooks,  who 
were  extremely  mortified  at  the  interruption, 
the  two  young  champions  sat  down,  and 
fortune  acting  with  uncommon  impartiality. 
Pickle,  by  the  superiority  of  his  talents,  in 
two  liours  won  to  the  amount  of  as  many 
thousand  pounds,  for  which  he  was  obliged 
to  take  his  antagonist's  note,  the  sharpers 
having  previously  secured  his  ready  money. 

Frantic  with  his  loss,  the  rash  young  man 
would  have  continued  the  game,  and  doubled 
stakes  every  time  ;  so  that  Peregrine  might 
have  increased  his  acquisition  to  ten  times 
ihe  sum  he  had  gained  ;  but  he  thought  he 
had  alrcauv  suflliciently  chastised  the  pre- 
sumption of  the  challenger,  and  was  unwill- 
jig  to  empower  fortune  to  ravish  from  him 
the  fruits  of  his  success :  he  therefore  de- 
clined mv  lord's  proposal,  unless  he  would 
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play  for  ready  money ;  and  his  lordship 
having  in  vain  tried  his  credit  among  the 
company,  our  adventurer  withdrew,  Ica/ing 
liim  in  an  ecstasy  of  rage  and  disappointment. 
As  the  insolence  of  his  behaviour  had  in- 
creased with  his  ill  luck,  and  he  had  given 
vent  to  divers  expressions  which  Peregrine- 
took  amiss,  our  young  gentleman  resolved  to 
augment  his  punishment,  by  teasing  him 
with  demands  which  could  not,  he  knew,  be 
immediately  satisfied ;  and  next  day,  sent 
Pipes  to  his  father's  house  with  the  note, 
which  was  drawn  payable  upon  demand. 
The  debtor,  who  had  gone  to  bed  half  dis- 
tracted with  his  misfortune,  finding  liimseK' 
waked  with  such  a  disagreeable  dun,  lost  al 
patience,  cursed  Pickle,  threatened  his  mess- 
enger, blasphemed  with  horrible  execrations, 
and  made  such  a  noise  as  reached  the  ear.s 
of  his  father,  who,  ordering  his  son  to  be 
called  into  his  presence,  examined  him  about 
the  cause  of  that  uproar,  which  had  disturbed 
the  whole  family.  The  young  gentleman, 
after  having  essayed  to  amuse  him  with 
sundry  equivocations,  which  served  only  to 
increase  his  suspicion  and  desire  of  knowing 
the  truth,  acknowledged  that  he  had  lost 
some  money  over  night  at  cards,  to  a  gamester 
who  had  been  so  impertinent  as  to  send  a 
message,  demanding  it  that  morning,  though 
he  had  told  the  fellow  that  it  would  not  suit 
him  to  pay  it  immediately.  The  father,  who 
was  a  man  of  honour,  reproached  him  with 
great  severity  for  his  profligate  behaviour  in 
general,  and  this  scandalous  debt  in  parti- 
cular, which  he  believed  to  be  some  trifle; 
then  giving  him  a  bank  note  for  five  hundred 
pounds,  commanded  him  to  go  and  discharge 
it  without  loss  of  time.  This  well-principled 
heir  took  the  money;  but,  instead  of  waiting 
upon  his  creditor,  ho  forthwith  repaired  to 
the  gaming-house,  in  hopes  of  retrieving  his 
loss ;  and,  before  he  rose  from  the  table,  saw 
his  note  mortgaged  for  seven-eighths  of  its 
value. 

Meanwhile  Pickle,  incensed  at  the  treat- 
ment which  his  servant  had  received,  and 
informed  of  his  lordship's  second  loss,  which 
aggravated  his  resentment,  determined  to 
preserve  no  medium  ;  and,  taking  out  a  writ 
the  same  day,  put  it  immediately  in  execution 
upon  the  body  of  his  debtor,  just  as  he  stept 
into  his  chair  at  the  door  of  White's  choco- 
late-house. The  prisoner  being  naturally 
fierce  and  haughty,  attempted  to  draw  upon 
the  bailiff's,  who  disarmed  him  in  a  twinkling;, 
and  this  effort  served  only  to  heighten  his 
disgrace,  which  was  witnessed  by  a  thousand' 
people,  most  of  whom  laughed  very  heartily 
at  tlie  adventure  of  a  lord's  being  arrested. 

Such  a  public  transnction  could  not  long 
escape  the  knowledge  of  his  father,  who  that 
very  day  had  the  satisfaction  to  hear  that  his 
son  was  in  a  spunging-house.  In  conse- 
quence  of  this  information,  he  sent  his  rtew- 
ard  to  learn  the  particulars  of  the  arrest,  and 
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A'as  equally  ofiended,  surprised,  and  concern- 
eel,  when  he  understoocl  the  nature  of  the 
debt,  which  he  imagined  his  son  had  already 
discharged.  Unwilling  to  pay  such  a  con- 
siderable sum  for  a  spendthrift,  whom  he  had 
but  too  much  indulged,  and  who  in  less  than 
one  week  might  involve  himself  in  such  an- 
other difficulty,  the  old  gentleman  wrote  a 
letter  to  Peregrine,  representing  what  a  hard- 
ship it  would  be  upon  him  to  forfeit  such 
sums  by  the  indiscretion  of  a  son,  whose  en- 
gagements he  was  not  bound  to  fulfil,  and 
desiring  some  mitigation  in  his  demand,  as 
it  was  not  a  debt  contracted  for  value  re- 
ceived, but  incurred  without  subjecting  him 
to  the  least  damage  or  inconvenience. 

Our  adventurer  no  sooner  received  this 
letter,  than  he  went  in  person  to  wait  upon 
the  author,  to  whom  he,  in  a  candid  manner, 
related  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
match,  together  with  the  ingratitude  and  au- 
dacity of  his  son,  which  he  owned  had  stimu- 
lated him  to  such  measures  as  he  otherwise 
would  have  scorned  to  take.  The  nobleman 
acknowledged  that  the  revenge  was  hardly 
adequate  to  the  provocation,  and  condemned 
the  conduct  of  his  son  with  such  justice  and 
integrity,  as  disarmed  Peregrine  of  his  re- 
sentment, and  disposed  him  to  give  an  un- 
doubted proof  of  his  own  disinterestedness, 
which  he  immediately  exhibited,  by  producing 
the  note,  and  tearing  it  to  pieces,  after  hav- 
ing assured  his  lordship  that  the  writ  should 
be  withdrawn,  and  the  prisoner  discharged 
before  night. 

The  ear],  who  perfectly  well  understood 
the  value  of  money,  and  was  no  stranger  to 
the  characters  of  mankind,  stood  amazed  at 
this  sacrifice,  which  Pickle  protested  was 
offered  by  his  esteem  for  his  lordship  ;  and, 
after  having  complimented  him  upon  his  ge- 
nerosity, in  a  very  uncommon  strain  of  enco- 
mium, begged  the  favour  of  his  acquaintance, 
and  insisted  upon  his  dining  with  him  next 
day.  The  youth,  proud  of  having  met  with 
such  an  opportunity  to  distinguish  himself, 
in  less  than  an  hour  performed  every  article 
of  his  promise ;  and  in  the  morning  was 
visited  by  the  debtor,  who  came,  by  the  ex- 
press order  of  his  father,  to  thank  him  for 
the  obligation  under  which  he  was  laid,  and 
to  ask  pardon  for  the  offence  he  had  given. 

This  condescension  was  very  glorious  for 
our  hero,  who  graciously  received  his  sub- 
mission, and  accompanied  him  to  dinner, 
where  he  was  caressed  by  the  old  earl  with 
marks  of  particular  affection  and  esteem. 
Nor  was  his  gratitude  confined  to  exterior 
civility;  he  offered  him  the  use  of  his  in- 
terest at  court,  which  was  very  powerful, 
and  repeated  his  desire  of  serving  him  so 
pressingly,  that  Peregrine  thought  he  could 
not  dispense  with  the  opportunity  of  assist- 
ing his  absent  friend  Godfrey,  in  whoso  be- 
half he  begged  the  influence  of  his  lordship. 

T.he  earl,  pleased  with  this  request,  which 


was  another  proof  of  the  young  gentleman'* 
benevolence,  said,  he  would  not  fail  to  pay 
the  utmost  regard  to  his  recommendation ; 
and  in  six  weeks  a  captain's  commission  was 
actually  signed  for  the  brother  of  Emilia,  who 
was  very  agreeably  surprised  at  the  intima- 
tion he  received  from  the  war-office,  though 
he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  canal  through 
which  he  obtained  that  promotion. 


CHAPTER  LXXXV. 

Peregrine  is  celebrated  as  a  wit  and  pa- 
tron, and  proceeds  to  entertain  himself 
at  the  expense  of  whom  it  did  concern. 

In  the  mean  time,  Peregrine  flourished  in 
the  gay  scenes  of  life,  and,  as  I  have  already 
observed,  had  divers  opportunities  of  profit- 
ing in  the  way  of  marriage,  had  not  his  am- 
bition been  a  little  too  inordinate,  and  his 
heart  still  biassed  by  a  passion,  which  all  the 
levity  of  youth  could  not  balance,  nor  all  the 
pride  of  vanity  overcome.  Nor  was  our  hero 
unmarked  in  the  world  of  letters  and  taste: 
he  had  signalized  himself  in  several  poetical 
productions,  by  which  he  had  acquired  a  good 
share  of  reputation  :  not  that  the  pieces  were 
such  as  ought  to  have  done  much  iionour  to 
his  genius ;  but  any  tolerable  performance 
from  a  person  of  his  figure  and  supposed  for- 
tune, will  always  be  considered  by  the  julk 
of  readers  as  an  instance  of  astonishing  ca- 
pacity ;  though  the  very  same  production, 
ushered  into  the  world  with  the  name  of  an 
author  in  less  affluent  circumstances,  would 
be  justly  disregarded  and  despised  ;  so  mucli 
is  the  opinion  of  most  people  influenced  and 
overawed  by  ridiculous  considerations. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  our  young  gentleman 
was  no  sooner  distinguished  as  an  author, 
than  he  was  marked  out  as  a  patron  by  all 
the  starving  retainers  to  poetry ;  he  was  so- 
lemnized in  odes,  celebrated  in  epigrams,  and 
fed  with  the  milk  of  soft;  dedication.  Ilis 
vanity  even  relished  this  incense;  and,  though 
his  reason  could  not  help  despising  those  that 
offered  it,  not  one  of  them  was  sent  away 
unowned  by  his  munificence.  He  began  to 
tliink  himself,  in  good  earnest,  that  superior 
genius  which  their  flattery  had  described ; 
he  cultivated  acquaintance  with  the  wits  of 
fashion,  and  even  composed  in  secret  a  num- 
ber of  bon  mots,  which  he  uttered  in  com- 
pany as  the  impromptus  of  his  imagination. 
In  this  practice,  indeed,  he  imitated  some  of 
the  most  renowned  geniuses  of  the  ago,  who, 
if  the  truth  were  known,  have  laboured  in 
secret,  with  the  sweat  of  their  brows,  for 
many  a  repartee  which  tlicy  have  vended  as 
the  immediate  production  of  fancy  and  ex 
pression.  He  was  so  successful  in  this  ex 
ercisc  of  his  talents,  that  his  fame  actually 
came  in  competition  witli  that  great  man 
who  had  long  sat  at  the  helm  of  wit;  and 
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n  a  dialoiTue  tluit  once  happened  between 
Jiein  on  tlie  subject  of  a  cork-screw,  wlierein 
.he  altercation  was  discharfred,  accordinj^  to 
Bayes,  sJap  tor  slap,  dash  for  dash,  our  liero 
was  judi^ed  to  have  the  better  of  his  lordship, 
uy  some  of  tiie  minor  satellites,  that  com- 
monly snrronnd  and  reflect  the  rays  of  sucli 
mighty  luminaries. 

in  a  word,  he  dipped  himself  so  fjir  in  these 
literary  amusements,  that  he  took  tiie  man- 
agemcni  of  the  pit  into  his  direcl'ion,  puttini,^ 
nimsclf  at  the  head  of  those  critics  who  call 
themselves  the  town  :  and  in  that  capacity 
chastised  several  players,  wiio  had  been  ren- 
dered insolent  and  refractory  by  unmerited 
success.  As  for  the  new  productions  of  the 
stag-e,  thonofh  generally  unspirited  and  in- 
sipid, they  always  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his 
influence  and  protection  :  because  he  never 
disliked  the  performance  so  much  as  he  sym- 
pathised with  the  poor  author,  who  stood 
behind  the  scenes  in  the  most  dreadful  sus- 
pense, trembling,  as  it  were,  on  the  very 
Drink  of  damnation  ;  yet,  though  he  extended 
his  generosity  and  compassion  ''.o  the  humble 
and  needy,  he  never  let  slip  one  opportunity 
'.)f  mortifying  villainy  and  arrogance.  Had 
'he  executive  power  of  the  legislature  been 
vested  in  him,  he  would  have  doubtless  de- 
'ised  a  strange  species  of  punishment  for  all 
jtfFenders  against  hu>nanity  and  decorum ; 
>)ut,  restricted  as  he  was,  he  employed  his 
invention  in  subjecting  them  to  the  ridicule 
nnd  contempt  of  their  fellow  subjects. 

It  was  with  this  view  ho  set  on  foot  the 
scheme  of  conjuration,  which  was  still  hap- 
pily carried  on,  and  made  use  of  the  intelli- 
firencc  of  his  friend  Cadwallader:  though  he 
sometimes  converted  this  advantage  to  the 
„)urposes  of  gallantry,  being,  as  the  reader 
may  have  perceived,  of  a  very  amorous  com- 
plexion. He  not  only  acted  the  reformer, 
or  rather  the  castigator,  in  the  fashionable 
world,  but  also  exercised  his  talents  among 
the  inferior  class  of  the  people,  who  chanced 
to  incur  his  displeasure. 

One  mischievous  plan  that  entered  our 
hero's  imagination,  was  suggested  by  two 
advertisements  published  in  the  same  paper, 
by  persons  who  wanted  to  borrow  certain 
sums  of  money,  for  which  they  promised  to 
give  undeniable  security.  Peregrine,  from 
the  style  and  manner  of  both,  concluded  they 
were  written  by  attorneys,  a  species  of  peo- 
ple for  whom  he  entertained  his  uncle's  aver- 
sion. In  order  to  amuse  himself  and  some 
of  his  friends  with  their  disappointment,  he 
wrote  a  letter,  signed  A.  B.,  to  each  adver- 
tiser, according  to  the  address  specified  in 
the  newspaper,  importing,  that  if  lie  would 
come  with  his  writings  to  a  certain  coffee- 
house near  the  Temple,  precisely  at  six  in 
the  evening,  he  would  find  a  person  sitting 
m  the  right-hand  box  next  to  the  window, 
who  would  be  glad  to  treat  with  him  about 
.he  subject  of  his  advertisement ;  and,  should 


his  security  be  liked,  would  accommodate 
him  with  the  sum  which  he  wanted  to  raise. 
Iielbre  the  hour  of  this  double  appoiuluient, 
I'ickle,  with  his  friend  Cadwallader,  and  a 
lew  more  gentlemen,  to  wliom  he  had  thought 
jiropcr  to  communicate  the  plan,  went  to  tin? 
coflee-house,  and  seated  themselves  near  the 
place  that  was  destined  fur  their  meeting. 

The  hope  of  getting  money  had  such  an 
evident  eiiect  upon  tlieir  punctuality,  that 
one  of  thom  arrived  a  considerable  time  be- 
fore the  hour;  and  having  reconnoitred  the 
room,  took  his  station  according  to  the  di 
rection  he  had  received,  fixing  his  eye  upon 
a  clock  that  stood  before  hiin,  and  asking  of 
the  bar-keeper  if  it  was  not  too  slow.  He 
had  not  remained  in  this  posture  many  mi- 
nutes, when  he  was  joined  by  a  strange  figure 
that  waddled  into  the  room,  with  a  bundle  of 
papers  in  his  bosom,  and  the  sweat  running 
over  his  nose.  Seeing  a  man  in  the  box  to 
which  he  had  been  directed,  lie  took  it  for 
granted  he  was  the  lender :  and  as  soon  as 
he  could  recover  his  breath,  which  was  almost 
exhausted  by  the  dispatch  ho  had  made, — 
"  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  presume  you  are  the  gen- 
tleman I  was  to  meet  about  that  loan."  Here 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  other,  who  eagerly 
replied, — "A.  B.,  Sir,  I  suppose."  "The 
same,"  replied  the  last  comer,  "  I  was  afraid 
I  should  be  too  late,  for  I  was  detained  be- 
yond my  expectation  by  a  nobleman  in  the 
other  end  of  the  town  that  wants  to  mortgage 
a  small  trifle  of  his  estate,  about  a  thousand 
a-year;  and  my  watch  happens  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  maker,  having  met  with  an  ac- 
cident a  few  nights  ago,  which  set  it  asleep. 
But,  howsomever,  there  is  no  time  lost,  and 
I  hope  this  affair  will  be  transacted  to  the 
satisfaction  of  us  both.  For  my  own  part,  I 
love  to  do  good  offices  myself,  and,  there- 
fore, I  expect  nothing  but  what  is  fair  an<l 
honest  of  other  people." 

His  new  friend  was  exceedingly  comforted 
by  this  declaration,  which  he  considered  as  a 
happy  omen  of  his  success;  and  the  hope  of 
fingering  the  cash  operated  visibly  in  Lis 
countenance,  while  ho  expressed  his  sa.tis- 
faction  at  meeting  with  a  person  of  such 
candour  and  hunianity.  "  The  pleasure,' 
said  he,  "  of  dealing  with  an  easy  conscien- 
tious man  is,  in  my  opinion,  superior  to  that 
of  touching  all  the  money  upon  earth  ;  for 
what  joy  can  be  compared  with  what  a  ge- 
nerous mind  feels  in  befriending  its  fellow- 
creatures  !  I  was  never  so  hap])y  in  my  life, 
as  at  one  time,  in  lending  five  hundred  pcunds 
to  a  worthy  gentleman  in  distress,  withcvit 
insisting  upon  rigid  security.  Sir,  one  may 
easily  distinguish  au  upright  man  by  his 
countenance.  For  example,  now.  I  think 
I  could  take  your  worn  for  ten  thousand 
pounds."  The  other,  with  great  joy,  pro- 
tested that  he  was  right  in  his  conjecture, 
and  returned  the  compliment  a  thousamf 
fold:    by  which  means  the  expectation  o- 
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3oUi  was  wound  up  to  a  very  interesting- 
pitch;  and  both,  at  the  same  instant,  began 
to  produce  their  papers,  in  the  untyinof  of 
which  their  hands  shook  with  transports  of 
eagerness  and  impatience :  while  their  eyes 
were  so  intent  npon  their  work,  tiiat  they 
did  not  observe  the  occupation  of  each  other. 

At.  length,  one  of  them,  Jiaving  got  tiie 
?!tiirt  of  the  other,  and  unrolled  several  skins 
of  mu.sty  parchment,  directed  his  view  to 
the  employment  of  his  friend;  and  seeing 
him  fumblincr  at  his  bundle,  asked  if  tliat  was 
a  blank  bond  and  conveyance  winch  he  had 
^jrought  along  with  him.  The  other,  without 
■ifting  up  his  eyes,  or  desisting  from  his  en- 
deavours to  loose  the  knot,  which  by  this 
-ime  he  had  applied  to  his  teeth,  answered 
this  question  in  the  negative,  observing  that 
the  i)apers  in  his  hand  wore  the  security 
which  he  proposed  to  give  for  the  money. 

This  reply  converted  the  looks  of  the  in- 
qnirer  into  a  state  of  infinite  solidity,  accom- 
panied with  the  word  Anan  ;  which  he  pro- 
nounced in  a  tone  of  fear  and  astonishment. 
The  other,  a.larraed  at  this  note,  cast  his  eyes 
towards  the  supposed  lender,  and  was  in  a 
moment  infected  by  his  aspect.  All  the  ex- 
ultation of  liope  that  sparkled  in  their  eyes 
was  now  succeeded  by  disappointment  and 
dismay ;  and  while  they  gazed  ruefully  at 
each  other,  their  features  were  gradually 
elongated,  like  the  transient  curls  of  a  Mid- 
dle-row periwig. 

Tiiis  emphatic  silence  was  however  broken 
Dy  the  last  comer,  who,  in  a  faltering  accent, 
desired  the  other  to  recollect  the  contents  of 
his  letter.  "  Of  your  letter  !"  cried  the  first, 
putting  into  his  hands  the  advertisement  he 
had  received  from  Pickle  ;  which  he  had  :?o 
sooner  perused,  than  he  produced  his  own 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  other  party  :  so 
that  another  gloomy  pause  ensued,  <at  the  end 
of  v.-hich,  each  uttered  a  profound  sigh  or 
rather  groan,  and,  rising  nn,  sneaked  off 
without  further  communication ;  he  who 
seemed  to  be  the  most  afflicted  of  the  two, 
taking  his  departure,  with  an  exclamation  of 
— "  humbugged,  egad !" 

Such  were  the  amusements  of  our  hero, 
though  they  did  not  engross  his  whole  time, 
some  part  of  which  was  dedicated  to  noc- 
turnal riots  and  revels,  an::'ng  a  set  of  young 
noblemen,  who  had  denounced  war  against 
temperance,  economy,  and  common  sense, 
and  were  indeed  the  devoted  sons  of  tumult, 
waste,  and  prodigality.  Not  that  Peregrine 
relished  those  scenes,  which  were  a  success- 
ion of  absurd  extravagance,  devoid  of  all  true 
spirit,  taste,  or  enjoyment :  but  his  vanity 
prompted  him  to  mingle  with  those  who  were 
entitled  the  choice  spirits  of  the  age :  and 
his  disposition  was  so  pliable,  as  I  .lapt 
itself  easily  to  the  measures  of  his  co_  ,^ny, 
where  he  had  not  influence  enough  to  act  in 
.he  capacity  of  a  director.  Their  rendez- 
vous was  at  a  certain  tavern,  which  might  be 


properly  styled  tliu  temple  of  excess,  where 
they  letl  the  choice  of  their  fare  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  landlord,  that  they  might  save 
themselves  the  pains  of  exercising  their  own 
reason  ;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  trouble  o 
adjusting  the  bill,  ordered  the  waiter  to  de- 
clare how  much  every  individual  must  pavi 
without  specifying  the  articles  of  the  charge. 
This  proportion  generally  amounted  to  two 
guineas  per  head  for  each  dinner  and  supper, 
and  frequently  exceeded  that  sum;  of  which 
the  landlord  durst  not  abate,  without  running 
the  risk  of  having  his  nose  slit  for  liis  mode- 
ration. 

But  this  was  puny  expense  compared  with 
that  which  they  often  incurred,  by  the  dam- 
age done  to  the  furniture  and  servants,  in  the 
madness  of  their  intoxication,  as  well  as  the 
loss  they  sustained  at  hazard,  an  amusement 
to  whicli  all  of  them  had  recourse  in  the  pro- 
gress of  their  debauches.  This  elegant  di- 
version was  introduced,  encouraged,  and 
promoted  by  a  crew  of  rapacious  sharpers, 
who  had  made  themselves  necessary  com- 
panions of  this  hopeful  generation,  by  the 
talents  of  pimping  and  buffoonery.  Though 
they  were  universally  known,  even  by  those 
they  preyed  upon,  to  have  no  other  means  of 
earning  their  livelihood,  than  the  most  in- 
famous and  fraudulent  practices,  they  were 
caressed  and  courted  by  these  infatuated 
dupes,  when  a  man  of  honour,  who  would 
not  join  in  their  excesses,  would  have  been 
treated  with  the  utmost  indignity  and  con- 
tempt. 

Though  Peregrine  in  his  heart,  detested 
those  abandoned  courses,  and  was  a  pro- 
fessed enemy  to  the  whole  society  of  game- 
sters, whom  he  considered,  and  always  treat- 
ed, as  the  foes  of  human  kind,  he  was  in- 
sensibly accustomed  to  licentious  riot,  and 
even  led  imperceptibly  into  play  by  those 
cormorants,  who  are  no  less  dangerous  in 
the  art  of  cheating,  than  by  their  consum- 
mate skill  in  working  upon  the  passions  of 
unwary  youth.  They  are,  for  the  most  part, 
naturally  cool,  phlegmatic,  and  crafty ;  and, 
by  a  long  habit  of  dissimulation,  have  gained 
an  absolute  dominion  over  the  hasty  passions 
of  the  heart;  so  that  they  engage  with  mani- 
fest advantage  over  the  impatience  and  im- 
petuosity of  a  warm  undesigning  temper, 
like  that  of  our  young  gentleman,  who,  when 
he  was  heated  with  wine,  nvi.^led  by  exam- 
ple, invited  on  one  hand,  and  defied  on  the 
other,  forgot  all  his  maxims  of  caution  and 
sobriety,  and,  plunging  into  the  reigning 
folly  of  the  place,  had  frequent  occasions  to 
moralize  in  the  morning  upon  the  loss  of  the 
preceding  night. 

These  penitential  reflections  were  attended 
with  many  laudable  resolutions  of  profiting 
by  the  experience  which  he  had  so  dearly 
purchased  ;  but  he  was  one  of  those  philoso- 
phers who  always  put  off,  till  another  day 
the  commencement  oftheii  rcfoimation. 
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CHAPTER  IJLXXVl. 

Peregrine  receives  a  letter  from  Ilti'  .hwutj, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  repairs  to  the 
garrison,  and  jnrfornis  the  lust  oficrs  to 
his  aunt.  lie  is  visited  hij  Mr  (iuuntlct, 
who  invites  him  to  his  marriage. 

I.\  this  circle  of  amusements  our  licro's 
lime  was  parcelled  out,  and  few  younir  gen- 
tlemen oftlie  aj^c  enjoyed  life  with  greAor 
relish,  notwithstanding  those  intervening 
cliecks  of  reason,  whicli  served  only  to  whet 
his  appetite  for  a  repetition  of  the  j)lea- 
Bures  he  so  prudently  condcnuicd;  when  he 
received  the  following  letter,  by  wliich  he 
was  determined  to  visit  his  estate  in  tiie 
country: 

"  Cousin  Picklk, — I  hope  you  arc  in  a 
better  trim  than  your  aunt,  who  hath  been 
fiist  moored  to  her  bed  those  seven  weeks  by 
several  feet  of  undcr-water  lodging  in  her 
hold  and  hollop,  whereby  I  doubt  her  planks 
are  rotted,  so  that  she  cannot  choose  but  fall 
to  pieces  in  a  short  time.  I  have  done  all  in 
liiy  power  to  keep  her  tight  and  easy,  and 
free  from  sudden  squalls  that  might  over- 
strain her.  Ami  here  have  been  the  doctors, 
who  have  skuttled  her  lower  deck,  and  let 
out  six  gallons  of  water.  For  my  own  part, 
1  wonder  how  the  devil  it  came  there  ;  for 
you  know  as  how  it  was  a  liquor  she  never 
took  in.  But  as  for  these  fellows  the  doc- 
tors, they  are  like  unskilful  carpenters,  that 
m  mending  one  leak  m;ike  a  couple;  and  so 
she  fills  again  apace.  But  the  worst  sign  of 
all  is  this  here, — .she  won't  let  a  drop  of 
nantz  go  betwi.xt  the  combings  of  her  teeth, 
and  has  quite  lost  the  rudder  of  her  under- 
standing, whereby  she  yaws  woundily  in  her 
speech,  palavering  about  some  foreign  part 
called  the  New  Geerensalem,  and  wishing 
herself  in  a  safe  birtii  in  the  river  Gcordun. 
The  parson,  I  must  say,  strives  to  keep  her 
steady,  concerning  the  navigation  of  her  soul, 
and  talks  very  sensible  of  charity  and  the 
poor,  whereof  she  hatli  Icil  a  legacy  of  two 
hundred  pounds  in  her  will.  And  hero  has 
been  Mr  Gamaliel  and  your  brother  my  lord, 
demanding  entrance  at  the  gate,  in  order  to 
tee  ner ;  but  I  would  not  suficr  them  to  come 
aboard,  and  pointed  my  patereroes,  which 
made  them  sheer  off.  Your  sister,  Mrs  Clo- 
ver, keeps  close  watch  upon  her  kinswoman, 
witiiout  ever  turning  in,  and  a  kind-hearied 
young  woman  it  is.  I  should  bo  glad  to  see 
you  at  the  garrison,  if  the  wind  of  your  in- 
clination sits  that  way  ;  and  mayhap  it  may 
be  a  comfort  to  your  aunt,  to  behold  you 
alongside  of  her,  when  her  anchor  is  apeak. 
So  no  more  at  present,  but  rests  your  friend 
tnd  humble  servant  to  command, 

"John  Hatchway." 

Next  morning,  after  the  receipt  of  this  epis- 
J*^,  Peregrine,  in  ord(;r  to  manifest  lii«  re- 


gard  to  his  aunt,  as  well  as  his  friendship  lh« 
honest  Jack,  set  out  on  horsebagk  for  thsu 
habitation,  attended  by  Pipes,  who  longed  to 
see  liis  old  messnuite  ;  but,  before  he  had 
reached  the  garrison,  Mrs  Hatchway  had 
given  up  the  jrhost,  in  the  tiireescore  and 
Hftii  year  of  her  age.  The  widower  seemed 
to  bear  his  loss  with  resignation,  and  behaved 
very  decently  upon  the  occasion,  though  lie 
did  not  undergo  tliose  dangerous  transports 
of  sorrow,  wliii;li  some  tender-licarted  hus- 
bands have  felt  at  tlie  departure  of  their 
wives.  The  lieutenant  was  naturally  a  piii- 
losophcr,  and  so  well  disposed  to  acquiesce 
in  tiie  dispensations  of  Providence,  tliat  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  emergency  of 
his  life,  he  firmly  believed,  that  every  thing 
whicii  happened  was  for  the  best. 

Peregrine's  task,  therefore,  was  not  so 
great  in  comforting  him,  as  in  consoling  his 
own  sister,  who,  witli  great  poignancy  and 
sincerity  of  grief,  lamented  the  death  of  the 
only  relation  with  whom  she  had  maintained 
any  intimacy  of  correspondence  ;  fjr  her 
mother  was  as  implacable  as  ever,  in  her 
enmity  against  her  and  Peregrine,  and  rather 
more  determined  in  her  rancour  ;  tiiat  which 
was  originally  a  sudden  transport  of  indigna- 
tion, being  by  tliis  time  settled  into  a  con- 
firmed inveteracy  of  hale.  As  for  Gam,  who 
was  now  dignified  by  the  country  peojile  with 
the  appellation  of  the  young  squire,  he  still 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  minister  to  the  ca- 
price and  vengeance  of  his  mother,  taking 
all  opportunities  of  disturbing  .Tulia's  peace, 
slandering  her  reputation,  and  committing 
outrages  against  tlie  tenants  and  domestics 
of  her  husband,  wlio  was  a  man  of  a  quiet 
and  timorous  disposition. 

But  the  cliicfanmsement  of  young  Pickle, 
in  his  latter  years,  was  the  cliase,  in  whicli  he 
acquired  some  renown  by  his  intrepidity  and 
remarkable  figure,  which  improved  every  day 
in  deformity  ;  insomuch,  as  to  suggest  a  lu- 
dicrous scheme  of  revenge  to  a  gentleman  in 
tiie  neighbourhood.  Having  been  affronted 
by  the  insolence  of  Crookback,  he  clothed  a 
large  baboon  tliat  was  in  his  possession,  in  a 
dress  tliat  resembled  the  hunting  equipage  ot 
Gain  and  ordering  the  animal  to  be  set 
astride,  and  tied  upon  tlie  back  of  his  keenest 
hunter,  turned  tiiem  out  one  day  after  tiie 
iiounds.  The  horse  in  a  little  time  outstrip- 
ping all  the  rest  in  tlie  field,  tiie  rider  wa-s 
mistaken  for  (Jam  by  the  whole  company, 
who  saluted  him  as  he  passed  with  a  halloo, 
observing,  that  the  squire  iiad  iiis  usual  good 
luck,  in  being  better  mounted  tiian  his  neigh- 
bours. Pickle  afterwards  appearing  in  liis 
own  person,  created  great  astonislunent  in 
tiie  spectators,  one  of  whom  asked  if  he  had 
split  himself  in  twain,  and  pointed  out  Ina 
representative,  who  was  by  this  time  almost 
up  with  the  Iiounds  :  upon  whicii  the  identical 
Gam  went  in  pursuit  of  the  impostor.  \\nieL 
he  overtook  him,  he  was  so  much  enraged  al 
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ihc  coiintcrt'cit,  that  he  attacked  the  baboon 
whip  in  hand,  and,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  sacrificed  him  to  his  resentment,  had 
not  he  been  prevented  by  the  other  fox- 
Hunters.  They  interposed,  in  order  to  make 
up  the  difference  betwi.xt  two  brothers  of  the 
eport,  and  were  equally  surprised  and  divert- 
od,  when  they  distinguished  the  quality  of 
Crookback's  antagonist,  whicli  they  rescued 
from  his  rage  and  reconveyed  to  its  master. 

Peregrine,  at  the  request  of  his  friend 
Jack,  took  charge  of  his  aunt's  funeral,  to 
which  his  parents  were  invited,  though  they 
•iid  not  think  proper  to  appear,  or  pay  the 
'.cast  regard  to  his  solicitations,  when  he  de- 
sired permission  to  wait  upon  them  in  per- 
son. Nevertheless,  old  Gamaliel,  at  the  in- 
stigation of  his  wife,  afterwards  obtained  an 
order  from  Doctors'  Commons,  obliging 
Hatchway  to  produce  the  will  of  his  wife, 
on  the  supposition  that  she  had  becjueathed 
to  him  some  part  of  the  money,  wliich,  he 
knew,  was  at  lier  own  disposal.  But  from 
'.his  step  he  reaped  no  other  satisfaction  than 
'.hat  of  finding  him.r;elf  altogether  neglected 
by  the  testatri.x,  who  had  left  all  her  effects 
to  her  husband,  except  one  thousand  pounds, 
with  her  jewels,  to  Julia's  daughter,  the  be- 
nefaction mentioned  in  the  lieutenant's  let- 
ter, and  some  inconsiderable  legacies  to  her 
fivourite  domestics. 

A  few  days  after  the  interment  of  this  good 
lady,  our  hero  was  agreeably  surprised  with  a 
visit  from  his  friend  Godfrey,  who  had  come 
to  England  in  consequence  of  that  promotion 
which  he  owed  to  his  interest,  though  the 
soldier  himself  placed  it  to  the  credit  of  a 
certain  courtier  who  had  formerly  promised 
to  befriend  him,  and  now  finding  his  advance- 
ment unowned,  very  modestly  arrogated  the 
merit  of  it  to  himself.  He  communicated 
his  good  fortune  to  Pickle,  who  compli- 
mented him  upon  it  as  an  event  of  which  he 
had  no  precognition;  and  at  the  same  time 
told  him,  that,  in  consequence  of  his  prefer- 
ment, his  cousin  at  Windsor  had  consented 
to  his  being  immediately  united  in  the  bands 
df  wedlock  with  his  lovely  Sophy  ;  that  the 
wedding  day  was  already  fixed ;  and  that 
nothing  would  be  wanting  to  his  happiness, 
if  Peregrine  would  honour  the  nuptials  with 
his  presence. 

Our  hero  accepted  the  invitation  with 
great  eagerness,  when  he  learned  that  Emilia 
would  be  there  in  quality  of  bride's-maid  ; 
and  now  repeated  what  he  had  formerly 
written  to  his  friend,  namely,  that  he  was 
not  only  willing,  but  extremely  impatient,  to 
atone  for  his  mad  behaviour  to  that  young 
lady,  by  laying  himself  and  his  whole  fortune 
at  her  feet.  Godfrey  thanked  him  for  his 
honourable  intention,  and  promised  to  use 
his  influence,  and  that  of  Sophy,  in  his  be- 
half, though  lie  seemed  dubious  of  their  suc- 
cess, on  account  of  his  sister's  delicacy, 
»v'iich  could  not  pardon  the  .^ast  shadow  of 


disrespect.  He  owned,  indeed,  he  was  nol 
certain  that  she  would  appear  in  the  same 
company  with  Pickle;  but  as  she  made  no 
stipulations  on  that  score,  he  would  interpret 
her  silence  in  the  most  favourable  manner 
and  keep  her  in  ignorance  of  his  design, 
until  she  should  find  it  too  late  to  retract 
with  any  decency.  The  hope  of  seeing  and 
conversing  with  Emilia,  and  perhaps  of  being 
reconciled  to  her,  after  having  suffered  so 
mi^h  and  so  long  from  her  displeasure, 
raised  a  tumult  of  ideas  in  his  breast,  and 
produced  a  strange  inquietude  of  joy  and 
perturbation.  Gauntlet  having  staid  witli 
him  a  few  days,  and  signified  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  his  espousals,  took  his  leave,  in 
order  to  prepare  for  the  occasion ;  while 
Peregrine,  with  his  friend  Hatchway,  made 
a  tour  among  his  acquaintance  in  the  coun- 
try, with  a  view  of  sounding  their  inclina- 
tions touching  a  project  which  he  had  lately 
conceived,  of  offering  himself  as  a  candidate 
for  a  certain  borough  in  the  neighbourhood, 
at  the  ensuing  election  for  members  of  par- 
liament. 

This  scheme,  which  was  suggested  to  him 
by  one  of  his  quality  patrons,  would  have 
succeeded  according  to  his  wish,  had  the 
election  taken  place  immediately  ;  but,  be- 
fore that  happened,  his  interest  was  over- 
balanced by  some  small  accidents  that  wil'/ 
be  recorded  in  the  sequel.  In  the  mean  time 
he  repaired  to  Windsor  on  the  eve  of  his 
friend's  marriage,  and  understood  from  God- 
frey that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  lie 
and  Sophy  could  prevail  upon  his  sister  to  be 
present  at  the  wedding,  when  she  was  in- 
formed that  her  lover  was  invited  ;  and  that 
her  consent  had  not  been  obtained  until  they 
had  promised,  on  the  part  of  Peregrine,  that 
he  should  not  renew  the  old  topic,  nor  even 
speak  to  her  in  the  style  of  a  former  ac- 
quaintance. 

Our  young  gentleman  was  nettled  at  this 
preliminary,  to  which,  however,  he  said  he 
would  adhere  ;  and  so  well  did  he  think  him- 
self fortified  with  pride  and  resentment,  thai 
he  resolved  to  behave  towards  her  with  such 
indifference,  as  would,  ho  hoped,  mortify  her 
vanity,  and  thereby  punish  her  for  the  im- 
placability of  her  disposition.  Armed  with 
these  sentiments,  he  was  next  day  introduced 
by  Godfrey  to  the  bride,  who  received  him 
with  her  usual  sweetness  of  temper  and  af- 
fiibility  ;  and  Emilia  being  present,  he  sa- 
luted her  with  a  distant  bow,  which  she  ac- 
knowledged with  a  cold  courtesy,  and  an 
aspect  of  ice.  Though  this  deportment  con- 
firmed his  displeasure,  her  beauty  undermined 
his  resolution ;  he  thought  her  charms  infi- 
nitely improved  since  their  last  parting;  snd 
a  thousand  fond  images  recurring  to  his 
imagination,  he  felt  his  whole  soul  dissolving 
into  tenderness  and  love. 

In  order  to  banish  those  dangerous  idens, 
ho  endeavoured  to  enter  into  a  gay  converea. 
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tion  witii  iSopliy,  on  tlie  subject  of  tlie  ap- 
proacliiriij  coreinony ;  but  Ijis  tonorue  per- 
formed its  olTico  iiu'kwardly,  iiis  eyes  were 
attracted  towards  Emilia,  as  if  they  liad  been 
subject  to  tliP  power  of  fascination  ;  in  spite 
of  all  his  ertbrts,  a  deep  siffh  escaped  from 
Ills  bosom,  and  Ids  whole  appearance  indi- 
cated anxiety  and  confusion. 

The  bridejfroom,  perceiving  his  condition, 
phridged  the  visit,  and  havintj  conducted  his 
companion  to  his  own  lodginfjs,  expressed 
his  concern  at  havinfr  been  the  mnocent  oc- 
casion of  his  uneasiness,  by  cxpo^-inir  liini  to 
the  sight  of  Emilia,  whicii  he  perceived  had 
given  liim  pain.  Peregrine,  who  had  by  this 
time  recollected  the  d;ctates  of  his  pride,  as- 
.''ured  him,  that  he  was  very  much  mistaken 
in  tiie  cause  of  his  disorder,  wiiich  was  no 
other  than  a  sadden  qualm,  to  whicli  he  had 
been  for  some  time  subject;  and  to  show 
him  how  philosophically  he  could  boar  the 
disdain  of  Emilia,  wliich,  with  all  deference 
to  her  conduct,  he  could  not  lielp  thinking  a 
little  too  severe,  he  desired,  as  the  bride- 
groom had  made  preparation  for  a  private 
ball  in  the  evening,  that  he  would  provide 
him  with  an  agreeable  partner;  in  which 
case  he  woidd  exhibit  undoubted  proofs  of 
the  tranquillity  of  his  heart.  ■''  I  was  in 
hopes,"  answered  Godfrey,  "  of  being  able, 
with  the  assistance  of  Sophy,  to  make  up 
natters  between  you  and  my  sister,  and  for 
L'jat  reason  kept  her  unengaged  to  any  other 
gentleman  f  jr  the  night ;  but  since  she  was 
so  peevishly  obstinate,  I  shall  care  to  ac- 
commodate you  with  a  very  handsome  young 
lady,  whose  partner  will  not  be  sorry  to  ex- 
nhange  her  for  Emilia." 

The  thoughts  of  having  an  opportunity  to 
coquette  with  another  woman,  under  the  eye 
of  this  implacable  mistress,  supported  his 
spirits  during  the  ceremony  whicli  ])ut  Gaunt- 
let in  possession  of  his  heart's  desire  ;  and, 
by  means  of  this  cordial,  he  found  himself 
so  undisturbed  at  dinner,  though  he  sat  op- 
posite to  his  fair  enemy,  that  he  was  able  to 
pass  some  occasional  jokes  upon  the  new 
married  couple,  with  some  appearance  of 
mirth  and  good  humour.  Nor  did  P^mily 
any  otherwise  seem  affected  by  his  presence, 
than  by  excepting  him  from  the  participation 
cf  those  genial  regards  which  she  distributed 
to  the  rest  of  the  company.  This  easiness 
of  behaviour  on  her  side  reinforced  his  reso- 
lution, by  giving  him  pretence  to  call  her 
sensibility  in  ([ueslion ;  for  he  could  not  con- 
ceive how  any  woman  of  acute  feelings  could 
sit  unmo.'ed  in  ])rescnce  of  a  man  with  whom 
she  had  such  recent  and  intimate  connexion  ; 
not  considering  that  she  had  much  more 
reason  to  condemn  his  aflectation  of  uncon- 
rern,  snd  that  her  external  deportment 
might,  like  his  own,  be  an  effort  of  pride 
and  re.<entment. 

Tiiis  contest,  in  point  of  dissimulation, 
ccntinujd  till  night,  when  the  company  was 
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!  paired  for  d;incing,  and  Peregrine  began  thf. 
ball  by  walking  a  minuet  with  the  bride  ; 
then  lie  took  out  the  young  lady  to  whom  lie 
was  reconunended  by  (iauntlet,  being  very 
well  pleased  to  see  that  her  person  was  such 
as  might  have  inspired  even  Emily  herself 
with,  jealousy,  though,  at  the  same  time,  he 
perojivcd  his  mistress  coupled  with  a  gay 
young  ollicer,  whom  (with  all  due  deference 
to  his  own  qualifications)  he  considered  as 
no  despicable  rival.  However,  he  himself 
first  began  hostilities,  by  becoming  all  of  a 
sudden  particular  with  his  partner,  whom  he 
forthwith  assailed  with  flattering  compli 
luents,  that  soon  introduced  the  subject  of 
love,  upon  whicli  he  expatiated  with  great 
art  and  elocution,  using  not  only  the  faculty 

j  of  speech,  but  also  the  language  of  the  eyes,. 

I  in  which  he  was  a  perfect  connoisseur. 

This  beiiaviour  soon  manifested  itself  to 
the  whole  assembly,  the  greatest  part  of 
whom  believed  that  he  was  in  good  earnest 
captivitated  by  the  charms  of  his  partner; 
while  Emilia,  penetrating  mto  his  design, 
turned  his  own  artillery  upon  himself,  by 
seeming  to  listen  with  pleasure  to  the  ad- 
dresses of  his  rival,  who  was  no  novice  in 
the  art  of  making  love  :  she  even  affected 
uncommon  vivacity,  and  giggled  fi.loud  at 
every  whisper  which  he  conveyed  into  her 
ear,  insomuch  that  she,  in  her  turn,  afforded 
speculation  to  the  company,  who  imagined 
the  young  soldier  had  made  a  conquest  of 
the  bridegroom's  sister. 

Pickle  himself  began  to  cherish  the  same 
opinion,  whicli  gradually  invaded  his  good 
humour,  and  at  length  fiiled  his  bosom  with 
rage.  He  strove  to  suppress  his  indignation, 
and  called  every  consideration  of  vanity  and 
revenge  to  his  aid  :  he  endeavoured  to  wean 
his  eyes  from  the  fatal  object  that  disturbed 
hirn,"but  they  would  not  obey  his  direction 
and  command  :  he  wished  himself  deprived 
of  all  sensation,  when  he  heard  her  laugh, 
and  saw  her  smile  upon  the  oflicer ;  and,  in 
the  course  of  country-dancing,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  join  hands  with  licr,  the  touch 
thrilled  through  all  his  nerves,  and  kindled  a 
flame  within  him  which  he  could  not  contain 
In  a  word,  his  endeavours  to  conceal  the 
situation  of  his  thoughts  were  so  violent, 
that  his  constitution  could  not  endure  the 
shock  ;  the  sweat  ran  down  liis  forehead  in 
a  stream,  the  colour  vanished  from  his 
cheeks,  his  knees  began  to  totter,  and  his 
eyesight  to  fail ;  so  that  he  must  have  faljeii 
at  his  full  length  upon  the  floor,  had  not  he 
retired  very  abruptly  into  another  room, 
where  he  threw  himself  upon  a  couch  and 
fainted. 

In  th.o  condition  he  was  found  by  his 
friend,  who,  seeing  him  withdraw  with  such 
symptoms  of  disorder,  followed  him  thither; 
and,  when  he  recovered  the  use  of^  his  facul- 
ties, pressed  him  to  make  use  of  a  bed  m 
that  house,  rather  than   expose  himself  in 
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the  night  air,  by  going  home  to  Jiis  own 
lodgings  ;  but  not  being  able  to  prevail  upon 
him  to  accept  the  offer,  he  wrapped  him  up 
in  a  cloak,  and,  conducting  him  to  the  inn, 
where  he  lodged,  helped  him  to  undress  and 
go  to  bed,  where  he  was  immediatclj''  seized 
with  a  violent  fit  of  tlie  ague.  Godfrey  be- 
haved with  great  tenderness,  and  would  have 
actually  borne  him  company  all  night,  not- 
withstanding the  circumstances  of  his  own 
rituation,  had  not  his  friend  insisted  upon  liis 
returning  to  the  company,  and  making  his 
apology  to  his  partner  for  his  sudden  depar- 
ture. 

This  was  a  step  absolutely  necessary  to- 
wards maintaining  the  quiet  of  the  assembly, 
which  he  found  in  great  consternation,  oc- 
casioned by  his  absence  ;  for  some  of  the 
iadies,  seeing  the  bridegroom  follow  the 
stranger  in  his  retreat,  the  meaning  of  which 
they  did  not  comprehend,  began  to  he  afraid 
of  a  quarrel.  Emilia,  upon  pretence  of  that 
supposition,  was  so  much  alarmed,  that  she 
could  not  stand,  and  wds  fain  to  have  re- 
course to  a  smelling-bottle. 

The  bride,  who  understood  the  whole  mys- 
t.ery,  was  the  only  person  that  acted  with 
deliberation  and  composure;  she  imputed 
Emilia's  disorder  to  the  right  cause,  which 
was  no  other  than  concern  for  the  condition 
of  her  lover,  and  assured  the  ladies  there 
Vf-as  nothing  extraordinary  in  Mr  Pickle's 
g-oing  off,  lie  being  subject  to  fainting  fits,  by 
which  he  was  ollen  overtaken  without  any 
previous  notice.  The  arrival  of  Gauntlet 
confirmed  the  truth  of  this  declaration  ;  he 
made  an  apology  to  the  company  in  the 
lame  of  his  friend,  who,  he  told  them,  was 
suddenly  taken  ill  ;  and  they  returned  to 
■-heir  diversion  of  dancing,  with  this  varia- 
tion, Emilia  was  so  disordered  and  fatigued, 
tliat  she  begged  to  be  excused  from  con- 
tinuing the  exercise;  and  Peregrine's  partner 
being  disengaged,  was  paired  with  the  young 
officer,  for  whom  she  was  originally  de- 
signed. 

Meanwhile  the  bride  withdrew  into  an- 
other apartment  with  her  sister,  and  expos- 
tulated with  her  upon  her  cruelty  to  Mr 
Pickle,  assuring  her,  from  Godfrey'sinforma- 
tion,  that  he  had  undergone  a  severe  fit  on 
her  account,  wiiich,  in  all  likelihood,  would 
liave  a  dangerous  effect  upon  his  constitu- 
tion. Though  Euiily  was  inl^exible  in  her 
answers  to  tlie  kind  remonstrances  of  the 
gentle  Sophy,  her  heart  was  melting  with 
the  impressions  of  pity  and  love;  and  linding 
herself  unable  to  perform  tlie  duty  of  her 
function,  in  putting  the  bride  to  bed,  she 
retired  to  her  own  chamber,  and  in  secret 
sympathised  with  the  distemper  of  her  lover. 

In  the  morning,  as  early  as  decency  would 
permit  him  to  leave  the  arms  of  his  dear  wife, 
C^aptain  Gauntlet  made  a  visit  to  Peregrine, 
who  had  passed  a  very  tedious  and  uneasy 
tiiglit,  having  been  .subject  to  short  intervals 


of  delirium,  during  which  Pipes  had  found  il 
very  difficult  to  keep  him  fast  belayed.  He 
owned  indeed  to  Godfrey,  that  his  imagma- 
tion  had  been  haunted  by  the  ideas  of  Emilia 
and  her  officer,  which  tormented  him  to  an 
unspeakable  degree  of  anguish  and  distrac- 
tion ;  and  that  he  would  rather  suffer  death 
than  a  repetition  of  such  excruciating  re- 
flections, lie  was,  however,  comforted  by 
his  friend,  who  assured  him,  that  his  sister's 
inclinations  would  in  time  prevail  over  all 
the  endeavours  of  resentment  and  pride, 
illustrating  this  asseveration  by  an  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  she  was  affected  by 
the  knowledge  of  his  disorder,  and  advising 
him  to  implore  the  mediation  of  Sophy,  in  a 
a  letter  wliicli  she  should  communicate  to 
Emilia. 

This  was  an  opportunity  which  our  hero 
thought  too  favourable  to  be  neglected. 
Calling  for  paper,  he  sat  up  in  his  bed,  and, 
in  the  first  transports  of  his  emotion,  wrote 
the  following  petition  to  Godfrey's  amiable 
wife. — 

•'Dear  Madam, — The  affliction  of  a  con- 
trite heart  can  never  appeal  to  your  bene- 
volence in  vain,  and  therefore  I  presume  to 
approach  you  in  this  season  of  delight  with 
the  language  of  sorrow,  requesting  that  you 
will  espouse  the  cause  of  an  unhappy  lover, 
who  mourns  with  unutterable  anguish  over 
his  ruined  hope,  and  intercede  for  my  pardon 
with  that  divine  creature,  whom,  in  the  in- 
temperance and  excess  of  passion,  I  have  so 
mortally  offended.  Good  heaven !  is  my 
guilt  inexpiable?  Am  I  excluded  from  all 
hope  of  remission  1  Am  I  devoted  to  misery 
and  despair !  I  have  offered  all  the  atonement 
which  the  most  perfect  and  sincere  penitence 
could  suggest,  and  she  rejects  my  humility 
and  repentance.  If  her  resentment  would 
pursue  me  to  the  grave,  let  her  signify  her 
pleasure  ;  and  may  I  be  branded  with  the 
name  of  villain,  and  remembered  with  infamy 
and  detestation  to  all  posterity,  if  I  hesitate 
one  moment  in  sacrificing  a  life  which  is 
odious  to  Emilia.  Ah!  madam,  while  I  thus 
pour  forth  the  effusions  of  my  grief  and  dis- 
traction, I  look  around  the  apartment  in 
which  I  lie,  and  every  well-known  object 
that  salutes  my  view,  recalls  to  my  remem- 
brance that  fond,  that  happy  day  in  which 
the  fair,  the  good,  the  tender-hearted  Sophy 
became  my  advocate,  thougli  I  was  a  stranger 
to  her  acquaintance,  and  effected  a  transport- 
ing reconciliation  between  me  and  that  same 
enchanting  beauty,  that  is  now  so  implacably 
incensed.  If  she  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
pangs  of  remorse  and  disappointment,  the 
transports  of  madness  I  have  undergone,  let 
her  prescribe  what  farther  penance  she 
thinks  I  ought  to  endure ;  and  when  I  decline 
her  sentence,  let  me  be  the  object  of  her 
eternal  disdain. 

"  I  commit  myself,  dear  madam  !  dear 
Sophy  !   dear  partner  of  my  friend  !    to  youl 
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Kind  interposition.  I  know  you  will  manage 
my  cause,  as  a  cuncern  on  wliicli  my  liap- 
puiess  entiri'ly  depcmls ;  and  I  hope  every 
thing  from  your  compassion  and  beneficence, 
while  I  fear  every  thing  from  her  rigour  and 
barbarity.  Ves  !  I  call  it  barbarity,  a  savagc- 
ness  of  delicacy  altogether  inconsistent  with 
the  tenderness  of  human  nature  ;  and  may 
the  most  abject  contempt  be  my  portion,  if  I 
.ivc  under  its  scourge  !  But  I  begin  to  rave. 
1  conjure  you  by  your  own  hunumity  and 
Bwcetiiess  of  disposition,  I  conjure  you  by 
your  love  for  the  man  whom  Heaven  hath 
decreed  your  protector,  to  employ  your  in- 
tluence  with  tliat  angol  of  wrath,  in  behalf 
of  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"P.  Pkki.e." 
Tnis  epistie  was  immediately  transmitted 
by  Godfrey  to  his  wife,  who  perused  it  with 
marks  of  the  most  humane  sympathy  ;  and, 
carrying  it  into  her  sister's  cliambcr, — 
"  Here  is  something,"  said  she,  presenting 
the  paper,  "  which  I  must  recommend  to  your 
serious  attention."  Emilia,  who  immediately 
guessed  the  meaning  of  this  address,  ab- 
solutely refused  to  look  upon  it,  or  even  to 
hear  it  read,  till  her  brother,  entering  her 
apartment,  reprimanded  lier  sliarply  for  her 
obstinacy  and  pride,  accused  her  of  folly  and 
dissimulation,  and  entered  so  v.'arnily  into 
Jie  interests  of  his  friend,  that  she  thought 
him  unkind  in  his  remonstrances,  and,  burst- 
Tig  info  a  flood  of  tears,  reproached  him 
With  partiality  and  want  of  affection.  God- 
frey, who  entertained  the  most  perfect  love 
and  veneration  for  his  sister,  asked  pardon  for 
having  given  offence,  and  kissing  tiie  drops 
from  her  fair  eyes,  begged  she  would,  for  his 
sake,  listen  to  the  declaration  of  his  friend. 
Thus  solicited,  she  could  not  refuse  to 
hear  the  letter,  which,  when  he  had  repeated, 
she  lamented  her  own  fate,  in  being  the  oc- 
casion of  so  much  uneasiness,  desired  her 
brother  to  assure  Mr  Pickle  that  she  was  not 
a  voluntary  enemy  to  his  peace;  on  the  con- 
trary, she  wished  him  all  happiness,  though 
she  hoped  he  would  not  blame  her  for  con- 
sulting her  own,  in  avoiding  any  future  ex- 
planation or  connexion  witli  a  person  whose 
correspondence  she  found  herself  under  a 
necessity  to  renounce. 

In  vain  did  the  ncvv-m.irried  couple  ex- 
haust their  eloquence  in  attempting  to  prove, 
that  the  reparation  which  our  Jiero  had  offer- 
ed was  adequate  to  the  injury  she  had  sus- 
tained;  that,  in  reconciling  herself  to  a  pe- 
nitent lover,  who  subscribed  to  her  own 
terms  of  submission,  her  honour  would  be 
acquitted  by  the  most  scrupulous  and  severe 
judges  of  decorum  ;  and  that  her  inflexibility 
would  be  justly  ascribed  to  tlio  pride  and  in- 
sensibility of  her  heart.  She  turned  a  deaf 
car  to  all  their  arguments,  exhortations,  and 
entreaties,  and  threatened  to  leave  the  house 
h;imcdiately,  if  they  would  not  promise  to 
ivop  that  subject  of  discourse. 


Godfrey,  very  much  chagrined  at  the  bad 
success  of  his  endeavours,  returned  to  his 
friend,  and  made  as  favourable  a  report  of 
the  affair  as  the  nature  of  his  ctuiversation 
with  Emilia  would  jjermit;  but  as  he  could 
not  avoid  mentioning  her  resolution  in  the 
close,  Peregrine  was  obliged  to  drink  ngaiu 
the  bitter  draught  of  disappointment,  wiiicli 
put  his  passions  into  such  a  state  of  agitation, 
as  produced  a  short  <ecstasy  of  despair,  in 
which  he  acted  a  thousand  cxtravagiinces. 
This  paroxysm,  however,  soon  subsided  into 
a  settled  reserve  of  gloomy  resentment, 
which  he  in  secret  indulged,  detaching  him- 
self as  soon  as  possible  from  the  company 
of  the  soldier,  on  pretence  of  retiring  to  rest. 

While  he  lay  ruminating  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  his  present  situation,  his  friend 
Pipes,  who  knew  the  cause  of  his  anxiety, 
and  firmly  believed  that  Emilia  loved  his 
master  in  her  heart,  howsoever  she  might  at- 
tem])t  to  disguise  her  sentiments ;  I  say, 
Tlujinas  was  taken  with  a  conceit  which  he 
thought  would  set  every  thing  to  rights,  and 
therefore  put  it  in  execution  without  farther 
delay.  Laying  aside  his  hat,  he  ran  directly 
to  the  house  of  Sophy's  father,  and,  affect- 
ing an  air  of  surprise  and  consternation,  to 
which  he  had  never  before  been  subject, 
thundered  at  tlie  door  with  such  an  alarming 
knock,  as  in  a  moment  brought  the  whole 
family  into  the  hall.  When  he  was  admitted, 
he  began  to  gape,  stare,  and  pant  at  the 
same  time,  and  made  no  re])ly  when  God- 
frey asked  what  was  the  matter,  till  Mra 
Gauntlet  expressed  her  apprehensions  about 
his  master.  When  Pickle's  name  was  men- 
tioned, he  seemed  to  make  an  eifort  to  speak, 
and,  in  a  bellowing  tone,  pronounced, — 
"  brought  himself  up,  split  my  topsails  !"  So 
saying,  he  pointed  to  his  own  neck,  and  rose 
upon  his  tiptoes,  by  way  of  explaining  the 
meaning  of  his  words. 

Godfrey,  without  staying  to  ask  anothei 
question,  rushed  out,  and  flew  towards  the 
inn,  with  the  utmost  horror  and  concern ; 
while  Sophy,  who  did  not  rightly  understand 
•the  language  of  the  .ncssengcr,  addressing 
herself  to  him  a  second  time,  said,  with  great 
earnestness, — "  I  hope  no  accident  has  hap- 
pened to  Mr  Pickle  1"  "No  accident  at 
all."  replied  Tom,  "he  has  only  hanged  him- 
self  for  love."  These  words  had  scarce  pro- 
ceeded from  his  mouth,  when  Emilia,  who 
stood  listening  at  the  parlour  door,  shrieked 
aloud,  and  dropped  down  senseless  upon  tho 
floor;  while  her  sister,  who  was  almost 
equally  shocked  at  the  inteiligenct,  had  re- 
course to  the  assistance  of  her  maid,  by 
whom  she  was  supp'  rted  from  falling. 

Pipes  hearing  Emily's  voice,  congratulated 
himself  upon  the  success  of  the  stratagem. 
lie  sprung  to  her  assistance,  and,  lifting  her 
up  into  an  easy  chair,  f  t>od  by  her,  until  ho 
saw  her  recover  from  ncr  swoon,  and  heard 
her  call  upon  his  master's  name,  with  all  th^ 
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frenzy  of  despairing  love.  Then  lie  bent  his 
course  back  to  llie  inn,  overjoyed  at  the  op- 
portunity of  telling  Peregrine  what  a  con- 
fession he  had  extorted  from  his  mistress, 
and  extremely  vain  of  tjiis  proof  of  his  own 
sagacity. 

In  the  mean  time,  Godfrey,  arriving  at  the 
house  in  which  ho  supposed  this  fatal  catas- 
trophe iiad  happened,  ran  up  stairs  to  Pere- 
grine's chamber,  without  staying  to  make 
any  inquiry  below  ;  and,  finding  the  door 
locked,  burst  it  open  with  one  stroke  of  his 
foot.  But  what  was  his  amazement,  when, 
upon  entrance,  our  hero,  starting  up  from 
the  bed,  saluted  him  with  a  boisterous  ex- 
clamation of, — "zounds!  who's  there  ]"  lie 
was  struck  dumb  with  astonishment,  which 
also  riveted  him  to  tlio  place  where  ho 
stood,  scarce  crediting  the  testimony  of  his 
own  senses,  till  Peregrine,  with  an  air  of 
discontent,  which  denoted  him  displeased 
with  his  intrusion,  dispelled  his  apprehension 
by  a  second  address,  saying, — •'.[  see  you 
consider  me  as  a  friend,  by  your  using  me 
without  ceremony." 

The  soldier  thus  convinced  of  the  false- 
hood of  the  information  he  had  received, 
began  to  imagme  that  Pickle  had  projected 
the  ])lan  which  wa.s  executed  by  his  servant ; 
and  looking  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  unjustifiable 
finesse,  which  might  be  attended  with  very 
melancholy  consequence  to  iiis  sister  or 
vife,  he  answered,  in  a  supercilious  tone, 
that  Mr  Pickle  must  blame  himself  for  the 
interruption  of  his  repose,  which  was  en- 
tire; y  owing  to  the  sorry  jest  he  had  set  on 
foot. 

Pickle,  who  was  the  child  of  passion,  and 
more  than  half  mad  with  impatience  before 
his  visit,  hearing  himself  treated  in  such  a 
cavalier  manner,  advanced  close  up  to  God- 
frey's breast,  and  assuming  a  stern,  or  rather 
frantic  countenance, — "Hark  ye,  Sir,"  said 
he,  '.'you  are  mistaken  if  you  think  T  jest ;  I 
am  in  downright  earnest,  [  assure  you." 
Gauntlet,  who  was  not  a  man  to  be  brow- 
beaten, seeing  himself  thus  bearded  by  a 
person  of  whose  conduct  he  had,  he  thought,' 
reason  to  complain,  put  on  his  military  look 
of  defiance,  and  erecting  his  chest,  replied 
with  an  exalted  voice, — "Mr  Pickle,  whether 
you  were  in  jest  or  earnest,  you  must  give  me 
leave  to  tell  you,  that  tiio  scheme  was  child- 
ish, unseasonable,  and  unkind,  not  to  give  it 
a  harsher  term."  "Death,  !3ir,"  cried  our 
adventurer,  '-you  trifle  with  my  disquiet ;  if 
there  is  any  meaning  in  your  insinuation, 
explain  yourself,  and  then  I  shall  know  what 
answer  it  will  befit  me  to  give."  "I  came 
with  very  dificrent  sentiments,"  resumed  the 
holdier,  "but  since  you  urge  me  to  expostu- 
lation, and  behave  with  such  unprovoked 
loftiness  of  displeasure,  I  will,  without 
circumlocution,  tax  you  with  having  com- 
mitted an  outrage  upon  the  peace  of  my 
Qimily,  in  sending  your  fellow  to  alarm  us 


with  such  an  abrupt  a:count  of  your  having 
done  violence  upon  yourself"  Peregrine, 
confounded  at  this  imputation,  stood  silent^ 
with  a  most  savage  aspect  of  surprise,  eager 
to  know  the  circumstance  to  wliich  his  ac- 
cuser alluded,  and  incensed  to  find  it  beyond 
the  sphere  of  his  com.prehension. 

While  these  two  irritated  friends  stood 
fronting  each  other  with  mutual  indignation 
in  their  eyes  and  attitudes,  they  were  joined 
by  Pipes,  who,  without  taking  the  least 
notice  of  the  situation  in  which  he  found 
them,  told  his  master,  that  he  might  up  with 
the  top-gallast  masts  of  his  heart,  and  out 
with  his  rejoicing  pendants  ;  for  as  to  Mrs 
Emily,  he  had  clapped  her  helm  a-weather, 
the  vessel  wore,  and  now  she  was  upon  the 
other  tack,  standing  right  into  the  liarbour 
of  his  good-will. 

Peregrine,  who  was  not  yet  a  connoisseur 
in  the  terms  of  liis  lacquey,  commanded  him, 
upon  pain  of  his  displeasure,  to  be  more  ex 
piicit  in  his  intelligence ;  and,  by  dint  of 
divers  questions,  obtained  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  scheme  which  he  had  put  in 
execution  for  his  service.  This  information 
perplexed  him  not  a  little ;  he  would  have 
chastised  his  servant  upon  the  spot  for  hie 
temerity,  had  he  not  plainly  perceived  that 
the  fellow's  intention  was  to  promote  his 
ease  and  satisfaction ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  knew  not  how  to  acquit  himself  of 
the  suspicion  which  he  saw  Godfrey  enter 
tained  of  his  being  the  projector  of  the  plan 
without  condescending  to  an  explanation, 
which  his  present  disposition  could  not 
brook.  After  some  pause,  however,  turning 
to  Pipes  with  a  severe  frown, — "Rascal," 
said  he,  "this  is  the  second  time  I  have  suf- 
fered in  the  opinion  of  that  lady,  by  your 
ignorance  and  presumption  ;  if  ever  you 
intermeddle  in  my  aff"airs  for  the  future,  with- 
out express  order  and  direction,  by  all  that's 
sacred,  I  will  put  you  to  death  without 
mercy.  Away,  and  let  my  horse  be  saddled 
tliis  instant." 

Pipes  having  withdrawn,  in  order  to  per- 
form this  piece  of  duty,  our  young  gentle- 
man, addressing  himself  again  to  the  soldier, 
and  laying  his  hand  upon  his  breast,  said, 
with  a  solemnity  oi'rogard, — "  Captain  Gaunt- 
let, upon  my  Jionour  I  am  altogether  in- 
nocent of  tlV.t  shallow  device  which  you 
impute  to  my  invention ;  and  I  don't  think 
you  do  justice  cither  to  my  intellect  or 
honour,  in  supposing  me  capable  of  such  in- 
solent absurdity.  As  for  vour  sister,  I  have 
once  in  my  life  affronted  lior  in  the  madness 
and  imjietuosity  of  desire  ;  but  I  have  made 
such  acknowledgements,  and  offered  such 
atonement,  as  few  women  of  lier  splierc 
would  have  refiised  ;  and,  before  God,  1  am 
determined  to  endure  every  torment  of  dis- 
appointment and  despair  rather  than  pros 
trate  mvsclf  again  to  the  cruelty  of  her  un- 
justifiable  pride."     So   saying,    he   stalkei 
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Illy  down  .stars,   and   took  liorsc   im-  I  to  iiuike  tlio  best  of  his  way  to  ilio  garrisoii; 
Icly,  his  spirts  bcinij  siij)|)orted  byre-    wlulo   lio  liiniself  crossed   the  country  to  a 


suddcidy  dowi 

media 

sentment,  whieh  ppjni|)ted  liini  to  vow  within 

himself,  that  he  would  seek  consolation  for 

the  disdain  of  Emilia,  in  the  possession  of 

Iho  first  willing  wench  he  should  meet  upon 

the  road. 

While  he  set  out  for  the  g-arri.-^ou  with 
t.hcse  sentiments.  Gauntlet,  in  a  suspense  bc- 
Uveen  answer,  shame,  and  concern,  returned 
to  the  house  of  his  fither-in-law,  where  ho 
tound  his  sister  still  violently  agitated  from 
the  news  of  Peregrine's  dcatli ;  the  mystery 
of  which  he  forthwith  unravelled,  recounting 
.it  tiie  same  time  the  particulars  of  the  con- 
versation which  had  happened  at  the  inn, 
and  describing  the  demeanour  of  Pickle  with 
some  expressions  of  asperity,  which  were 
neither  agreeable  to  Emilia,  nor  approved  by 
the  gentle  Sophy,  who  tenderly  chid  him,  for 
allowing  Peregrine  to  depart  in  terms  of  mis- 
understandin<r. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVII. 

Peregrine  sets  out  for  the  garrison,  mid 
meets  with  a  nym'ph  of  the  road,  jvhom 
he  takes  into  keepinir,  and  metamor- 
phoses into  a  fine  lady. 

I\  the  mean  time,  our  hero  jogged  along  in 
fi  profound  reverie,  wiiich  was  disturbed  by  a 
caggar-woman  and  her  daughter,  who  solicit- 
ed him  for  alms,  as  he  passed  them  on  the 
road.  The  girl  was  about  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  wretched  cquipao-c 
in  which  she  ajjpcared,  exhibited  to  his  view 
a  set  of  agreeable  features,  enlivened  with 
the  complexion  of  health  and  cheortulness. 
The  resolution  I  have  already  mentioned  was 
still  warm  in  his  imagination;  and  he  looked 
upon  this  young  mendicant  as  a  very  proper 
object  for  the  performance  of  his  vow.  He 
therefore  entered  into  a  conference  with  the 
mother,  and  for  a  small  sum  of  money  pur- 
chased her  property  in  the  wench,  who  did 
not  require  much  courtship  and  entreaty,  be- 
fore she  consented  to  accompany  him  to  any 
place  that  he  should  appoint  for  her  habita- 
tion. 

This  contract  being  settled  to  his  satis- 
faction, he  ordered  Pipes  to  seat  his  acqui- 
sition behind  him  upon  the  crupper,  and, 
flighting  at  the  first  public  house  which  they 
found  upon  the  road,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
Hatchway,  desiring  him  to  receive  this  hedge 
inamorata,  and  direct  her  to  be  cleaned  and 
clothed  in  a  decent  manner,  with  all  expedi- 
tion, so  that  she  should  be  touchable  upon 
his  arrival,  which  (on  that  account)  he  would 
defer  for  the  space  of  one  day.  This  billet, 
together  with  the  girl,  he  committed  to  the 
charge  of  Pipes,  after  having  laid  strong  in- 
lunctioiiB  upon  him  to  abstain  from  all  at- 
tempts upon  her  chastity,  and  ordered  him 
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try 
market  town,  where  he  proposed  to  spend 
the  night. 

Tom,  thus  cautioned,  proceeded  with  liis 
charge,  and,  being  naturally  taciturn,  opened 
not  his  lips,  until  he  h;ul  pertbrnied  the  best 
half  of  his  journey.  15ut  Thomas,  notwith- 
standing his  irony  appearance,  was  in  reality 
composed  of  flesh  and  blood.  His  desire 
being  titillated  by  the  contact  of  a  buxom 
wench,  whose  riglit  arm  embraced  his  middle 
as  he  rode,  his  thoughts  began  to  mutiny 
against  his  master,  and  ho  found  it  almost 
impossible  to  withstand  the  temptation  of 
making  love. 

Nevertheless,  he  wrestled  with  these  re- 
bellious suggestions  with  all  the  reason  that 
heaven  had  enabled  him  to  exert ;  and  that 
being  totally  overcome,  his  victorious  pass- 
ion suddenly  broke  out  in  this  address  : — 
"Sblood  !  I  believe  master  thinks  I  have  no 
more  stuff  in  my  body  tiian  a  dried  haddock, 
to  turn  me  adrift  in  the  dark  with  such  a 
spanker.  D'ye  think  he  dont,  my  dear?" 
To  this  question  his  fellow-traveller  replied, — 
"swanker,  anan!"  And  the  lover  resumed 
his  suit,  saying, — "oons!  how  yow  tickle 
my  timber!  something  shoots  from  your  arm, 
through  my  stowage,  to  the  very  keel-stone. 
Ha'nt  you  not  quicksilver  in  your  hand!" 
"Quicksilver!"  said  the  lady,  '-damn  the 
silver  that  has  crossed  iny  hand  this- month. 
D'ye  think,  if  I  had  silver,  I  shouldn't  buy 
me  a  smock!"  "Adsooks!  you  baggage,' 
cried  the  lover,  "you  shouldn't  want  a  sinock 
nor  a  petticoat  neither,  if  you  could  have  a 
kindness  for  a  true-hearted  sailo*-,  as  sound 
and  strong  as  a  nine-inch  cable,  that  would 
keep  all  clear  above  board,  and  every  thing 
snug  under  the  hatches."  "  Curse  your 
gum,"  said  the  charmer,  "  wliat's  your  gay 
balls  and  your  hatchets  tome?"  "  Do  but 
let  us  bring  to  a  little,"  answered  the  wooer, 
whose  appetite  was  by  this  time  whetted  to  a 
most  ravenous  degree,  "and  I'll  teach  you  to 
box  the  compass,  my  dear.  Ah  !  you  strap- 
per, what  a  jolly  b yen  are  !"   "  B ," 

exclaimed  this  modern  Dulcinea,  incensed  at 

the  opprobrious  term,  "such  a  b as  your 

mother,  you  dog.  Damn  you,  I've  a  good 
mind  to  box  your  jaws  instead  of  your  coine- 
piss.  I'll  let  you  know  as  how  I  am  meat 
for  your  master,  you  saucy  blackguard.  You 
are  worse  than  a  dog,  you  old  flinty-faced, 
Hea-bitten  scrub:  a  dog  wears  hi-s  own  coat, 
but  you  wear  your  master's." 

Such  a  torrent  of  disgraceful  epithets  from 
a  person  who  had  no  clothes  at  all,  converted 
the  gallant's  love  into  choler.  and  he  threaten- 
ed to  dismount  and  tie  her  to  a  tree,  where 
she  should  have  a  taste  of  his  cat-o'-nine- 
tails athwart  Jior  quarters  ;  but,  instead  of 
being  intimidated  by  his  menaces,  she  set 
him  at  defiance,  and  held  fi)rth  with  such  a 
flow  of  eloquence,  as  would  have  entitled  her 
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o  a  considerable  share  of  reputation,  even 
among  the  nymphs  of  Billingsgate  ;  for  this 
young  lady,  over  and  above  a  natural  genius 
for  altercation,  had  her  talents  cultivated 
among  the  venerable  society  of  weeders, 
poddcrs,  and  hoppers,  with  whom  she  had 
associated  from  her  tender  years.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  she  soon  obtained  a  com- 
plete victory  over  Pipes,  who  (as  the  reader 
may  have  observed)  was  very  little  addicted 
to  the  exercise  of  speech :  indeed  he  was 
utterly  disconcerted  by  her  volubility  of 
tongue,  and  being  altorfether  unfurnished 
with  answers  to  the  distinct  periods  of  her 
discourse,  very  wisely  chose  to  save  himself 
the  expense  of  breatli  and  argument,  by 
giving  her  a  full  swing  of  cable,  so  that  she 
might  bring  herself  up ;  while  he  rode  on- 
wards, in  silent  composure,  without  taking 
any  more  notice  of  his  fair  fellow  traveller, 
than  if  she  had  been  his  master's  cloak-bag. 

In  spite  of  all  the  dispatcli  he  could  make, 
it  was  late  before  he  arrived  at  the  garrison, 
where  he  delivered  tlie  letter  and  the  lady  to 
the  lieutenant ;  who  no  sooner  understood 
*,hc  intention  of  his  friend,  than  he  ordered 
ill  the  tubs  in  the  house  to  be  carried  into 
Jie  hall,  and  filled  with  water.  Tom  having 
provided  himself  with  swabs  and  brushes, 
divested  the  fair  stranger  of  her  variegated 
drapery,  which  was  immediately  committed 
to  the  flames,  and  performed  upon  her  soft 
and  sleek  person  the  ceremony  of  scrubbing, 
as  it  is  practised  on  board  of  the  king's  ships 
of  war.  Yet  the  nymph  herself  did  not  sub- 
mit to  this  purification  without  repining. 
She  cursed  the  director,  who  v/as  upon  the 
spot,  with  many  abusive  allusions  to  his 
wooden  leg ;  and  as  for  Pipes,  the  operator, 
she  employed  her  talons  so  effectually  upon 
his  face,  that  the  blood  ran  over  his  nose  in 
!:undry  streams ;  and  next  morning,  when 
those  rivulets  were  dry,  his  countenance 
resembled  the  rough  bark  of  a  plumtree 
plastered  with  gum.  Nevertheless  he  did 
his  duty  with  great  perseverance,  cut  off  her 
hair  close  to  the  scalp,  handled  his  brushes 
with  dexterity,  applied  his  swabs  of  different 
magnitude  and  texture,  as  the  case  required ; 
and,  lastly,  rinsed  the  whole  body  with  a 
dozen  pails  of  cold  water  discharged  upon 
her  head. 

These  ablutions  being  executed,  he  dried 
her  with  towels,  accommodated  her  with  a 
clean  shift,  and,  acting  the  ])art  of  a  valet-de- 
charnbre,  clothed  her  from  head  to  foot,  in 
clean  and  decent  apparel  which  had  belonged 
to  Mrs  Hatchway  ;  by  which  means  her  ap- 
pearance was  altered  so  much  for  the  better, 
that  when  Peregrine  arrived  next  day,  he 
could  scarce  believe  his  own  eyes.  Jle  was, 
"or  that  reason,  extremely  well  pleased  with 
his  purchase,  and  now  resolved  to  indulge  a 
whim,  which  seized  him  at  the  very  instant 
»}  his  arrival. 

lie  had  Cas  I  believe  tb)  reader  will  readily 


allow)  made  considerable  progress  in  tha 
study  of  character,  from  the  highest  rank  to 
the  most  humble  station  of  life,  and  found  it 
diversified  in  the  same  manner,  through 
every  degree  of  subordination  and  prece- 
dency :  nay,  he  moreover  observed,  that  the 
conversation  of  those  who  are  dignified  with 
the  appellation  of  polite  company,  is  neither 
more  edifying  nor  entertaining  than  that 
which  is  met  with  among  the  lower  classes 
of  mankind  ;  and  that  the  only  essential  dif- 
ference, in  point  of  demeanour,  is  the  form 
of  an  education,  which  the  meanest  capacity 
can  acquire,  without  much  study  or  applica- 
tion. Possessed  of  this  notion,  he  determin- 
ed to  take  the  young  mendicant  under  his 
own  tutorage  and  instruction.  Li  conse- 
quence of  which,  he  hoped  he  should,  in  a 
few  weeks,  be  able  to  produce  her  in  compa- 
ny, as  an  accomplished  young  lady  of 
uncommon  wit,  and  an  excellent  under- 
standing. 

This  extravagant  plan  he  forthwith  began 
to  execute  with  great  eagerness  and  industry ; 
and  his  endeavours  succeeded  even  beyond 
his  expectation.  The  obstacle,  in  surmount- 
ing which  he  found  the  greatest  difticidty, 
was  an  inveterate  habit  of  swearing,  which 
had  been  indulged  from  her  infancy,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  example  of  those  among  whom 
she  had  lived.  However,  she  had  the  rjdi- 
mcnts  of  good  sense  from  nature,  whicn 
taught  her  to  listen  to  wholesome  advice, 
and  was  so  docile  as  to  comprehend  and  re- 
tain the  lessons  which  her  governor  recom- 
mended to  her  attention  :  insomuch,  that  he 
ventured,  in  a  few  days,  to  present  her  at 
table  among  a  set  of  country  squires,  to 
whom  she  was  introduced  as  niece  to  the 
lieutenant.  In  that  capacity  she  sat  with 
becoming  easiness  of  mien  (for  she  was  as 
void  of  the  rnauvaisc  honte  as  any  duchess 
in  the  land),  bowed  very  graciously  to  the 
compliments  of  the  gentlemen  ;  and  though 
she  said  little  or  nothing,  because  she  was 
previously  cautioned  on  that  score,  she  more 
than  once  gave  way  to  laughter,  and  her 
mirth  happened  to  be  pretty  well  timed.  In 
a  word,  she  attracted  the  applause  and  ad 
miration  of  the  guests,  wlio,  after  she  wr,i 
withdrawn,  complimented  Mr  Hatchway  up- 
on the  beauty,  breeding,  and  good  humour 
of  his  kinswoman. 

But  what  contributed  more  than  any  other 
circumstance  to  her  speedy  improvement, 
was  some  small  insight  into  .  the  [)rimer 
which  she  had  acquired  at  a  day-school  dur- 
ing the  life  of  her  father,  who  was  a  day- 
labourer  in  the  country.  Upon  this  founda- 
tion did  Peregrine  build  a  most  elegant  su- 
perstructure :  he  culled  out  choice  sentences 
from  Shakspeare,  Otway,  and  Pope,  and 
taught  her  to  repeat  them  with  an  emphasis 
and  theatrical  cadence  :  ho  then  instructed 
her  in  the  names  and  epithets  of  the  most 
celebrated  players,  which  lie  directed  her  to 
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f>ronounce  occasionally,  with  an  air  of  carc- 
CES  familiarity  ;  and  perceiving  that  her 
voice  was  naturally  clear,  he  enriched  it 
A'ith  renniants  of  opera  tunes,  to  be  hummed, 
durintj  a  pause  in  conversation,  which  is  ge- 
nerally supplied  with  a  circulation  of  a  pinch 
of  snuft".  I?y  means  of  this  cultivation,  she 
tiecame  a  wonderful  j)roHcient  in  the  polite 
£Taces  of  the  age  ;  she,  with  great  facility, 
comprehended  Irtie  schiMne  of  whist,  though 
cribbage  was  her  favourite  game,  with  which 
Biie  had  amused  herself  in  iior  vacant  hours, 
from  her  first  entrance  into  the  profession  of 
hopping;  and  brag  soon  grew  familiar  to  her 
practice  and  conception. 

Thus  prepared,  she  was  exposed  to  the 
company  of  her  own  sex,  being  first  of  all 
visited  by  the  parson's  daughter,  wlio  could 
not  avoid  showing  that  civility  to  Mr  Hatch- 
way's niece,  after  she  had  made  her  public 
appearance  at  church.  Mrs  Clover,  who 
had  a  great  share  of  penetration,  could  not 
•lelp  entertaining  some  doubts  about  this 
«amo  relation,  whose  name  she  had  never 
heard  the  uncle  mention,  during  the  whole 
term  of  her  residence  at  the  garrison  ;  but 
as  the  young  lady  was  treated  in  that  cha- 
racter she  would  not  refuse  her  acquaintance  ; 
and,  after  having  seen  her  at  the  castle,  ac- 
tually invited  Miss  Hatchway  to  her  house. 
In  short,  she  made  a  progress  through  almost 
all  the  families  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and 
by  dint  of  her  quotations  (which  by  the  by 
were  not  always  judiciously  used),  she  pass- 
ed for  a  sprightly  young  lady  of  uncommon 
learning  and  taste. 

Peregrine  having,  in  this  manner,  initiated 
her  in  the  beau  monde  of  the  country,  con- 
ducted her  to  London,  where  she  was  provid- 
ed with  private  lodgings  and  a  female  attend- 
ant;  and  put  her  inmiediatcly  under  the 
tuition  of  his  valet-de-chanibre,  who  had 
orders  lo  instruct  her  in  dancing  and  the 
French  language.  He  attended  her  to  plays 
and  concerts  three  or  four  times  a-wcck  ; 
and  when  our  hero  thought  her  sutliciently 
accustomed  to  the  sight  of  great  company, 
he  squired  her  in  person  to  a  public  assem- 
bly, and  danced  with  her  among  all  the  gay 
ladies  of  fashion;  not  but  that  there  was  still 
an  evident  air  of  rusticity  and  awkwardness 
in  her  demeanour,  which  was  interpreted  in- 
to an  agreeable  wildness  of  spirit,  superior 
to  the  forms  of  common  breeding.  He  after- 
wards found  means  to  make  her  acquainted 
with  some  distinguished  patterns  of  her  own 
wex,  by  whom  she  was  admitted  into  the  most 
elegant  parties,  and  continued  to  make  good 
her  pretensions  lo  gentility,  with  great 
circumspection.  But  one  evening,  being  at 
cards  with  a  certain  lady  whom  she  detected 
in  the  very  fact  of  unfair  conveyance,  she 
'.axed  her  roundly  with  the  fraud,  and  brought 
tipon  herself  such  a  torrent  of  sarcastic  re- 
proof, as  overbore  all  her  maxims  of  caution, 
and   burst  open  the  floodgates  of  her  own 


natural  repartee,  twanged  oft' with  tlie  appel- 
lation of  b and  vv ,  which  she  re- 
peated, with  great  veliemencc,  in  an  attitude 
of  manual  defiance,  to  the  terror  of  her  an- 
tagonist, and  the  astonishment  of  all  present; 
nay,  to  such  an  unguarded  pitch  was  she 
jirovoked,  that,  starting  up,  s!ie  snapt  her 
fingers,  in  testimony  of  di.^dain,  and,  as  sho 
quitted  the  room,  ap])lied  her  hand  to  that 
part  which  was  the  last  of  her  that  disap- 
peared, inviting  the  company  to  kiss  it,  oy 
one  of  its  coarsest  denominations. 

Peregrine  was  a  little  disconcerted  at  this 
oversight  in  her  behaviour,  which,  by  the 
demon  of  intelligence,  was  in  a  moment 
conveyed  to  all  the  private  companies  in 
town  ;  so  that  she  was  absolutely  excluded 
from  all  polite  communication,  and  Pere- 
grine, for  the  present,  disgraced  among  the 
modest  part  of  liis  female  acquaintance, 
many  of  whom  not  only  forbade  him  their 
houses,  on  account  of  the  imi)udent  insult 
he  had  committed  upon  their  honour,  as  well 
as  understanding,  in  palming  a  common  truli 
upon  them,  as  a  young  lady  of  birth  and 
education  ;  but  also  aspersed  his  family,  by 
atfirming  that  she  was  actually  his  own 
cousin-gcrman,  whom  he  had  precipitately 
raised  from  the  most  abject  state  of  humility 
and  contempt.  In  revenge  for  this  calumny, 
our  young  gentleman  explained  the  whole 
mystery  of  her  promotion,  together  with  th.e 
motives  that  induced  him  to  bring  her  into 
the  flishionable  world  :  and  repeated  among 
his  companions  the  extravagant  encomiums 
which  had  been  bestowed  upon  her  by  the 
most  discerning  matrons  of  the  age. 

Meanwhile,  the  infanta  herself  being  re- 
buked by  her  benefactor  for  this  instance  of 
misbehaviour,  promised  faithfully  to  keep  a 
stricter  guard  for  the  future  over  her  conduct, 
and  applied  herself  with  great  assiduity  to 
the  studies  in  which  she  was  assisted  by  the 
Swiss,  who  gradually  lost  the  freedom  of  his 
heart,  while  she  was  profiting  by  his  instruc- 
tion. In  other  words,  she  made  a  conquest 
of  her  preceptor,  who  yielding  to  the  instiga- 
tions of  the  flesh,  chose  a  proper  opportunity 
to  declare  his  passion,  which  was  powerfully 
recommended  by  his  pcrsona.1  qualifications  ; 
and  his  intentions  being  honourable,  she 
listened  to  his  proposals  of  espousing  her  in 
private.  In  consequence  of  this  agreement, 
they  made  an  elopement  together  ;  and  being 
buckled  at  the  Fleet,  consummated  their 
nuptials  in  private  lodgings  by  the  Seven 
Dials,  from  which  the  husband  next  morning 
sent  a  letter  to  our  hero,  begging  forgiveness 
for  the  clandestine  step  he  had  taken,  which 
he  solemnly  protested  was  not  owing  to  any 
abatement  in  his  inviolable  regard  for  his 
master,  whom  he  should  always  honour  and 
esteem  to  his  latest  breath,  but  entirely  to 
the  irresistible  charms  of  the  young  lady,  to 
whom  he  was  now  so  happy  as  to  be  joined 
in  the  silken  bonds  of  marriaffe. 
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Peregrine,  though  at  first  offended  at  his 
I'alel's  presumption,  was,  upon  second 
Jioughts,  reconciled  to  the  event,  by  which 
ne  was  deUvered  from  an  incumbrance  :  for 
by  tiiis  time  he  iiad  performed  his  frolic,  and 
began  to  be  tired  of  his  ac(]uisition.  He  re- 
flected upon  the  former  fidelity  of  the  Swiss, 
which  had  been  manifested  in  a  long  course 
of  service  and  attachment;  and  thinking  it 
would  be  cruelly  severe  to  abandon  him  to 
poverty  and  distress  for  one  venial  trespass, 
he  resolved  to  pardon  what  he  had  done,  and 
enable  him  in  some  shajjc  to  provide  for  the 
family  which  he  had  entailed  upon  himself 

With  these  sentiments  he  sent  a  favour- 
able answer  to  the  delinquent,  desiring  to 
see  him  as  soon  as  his  passion  should  permit 
him  to  leave  the  arms  of  his  spouse,  for  an 
hour  or  two ;  and  Hadgi,  in  obedience  to  this 
intimation,  repaired  immediately  to  the  lodg- 
ings of  his  master,  beibrc  whom  he  appeared 
with  a  most  penitential  aspect.  Peregrine, 
though  he  could  scarce  liel])  laughing  at  his 
rueful  length  efface,  reprimanded  him  sharply 
for  his  disrespect  and  ingratitude,  in  taking 
that  by  stealth  which  he  might  have  had  for 
asking.  The  culprit  assured  him,  that,  next 
to  the  vengeance  of  God,  his  master's  dis- 
pleasure was  that  which,  of  all  evils,  he 
dreaded  to  incur ;  but  that  love  had  distract- 
ed his  brain  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  banish 
every  other  consideration  but  that  of  gratify- 
ing his  desire  ;  and  he  owned,  that  he  should 
not  have  been  able  to  preserve  his  fidelity 
and  duty  to  his  own  father,  had  they  inter- 
fered with  the  interest  of  his  passion.  He 
then  appealed  to  his  master's  own  heart  for 
the  remission  of  his  guilt,  alluding  to  certain 
circumstances  of  our  hero's  conduct,  which 
evinced  the  desperate  effects  of  love.  In 
short,  he  made  such  an  apology  as  e.xtorted 
a  smile  from  his  offended  judge,  who  not 
only  forgave  his  transgression,  but  also  pro- 
mised to  put  him  in  some  fair  way  of  earning 
a  comfortable  subsistence. 

The  Swiss  was  so  much  affected  with  this 
instance  of  generosity,  that  he  fell  upon  his 
knees,  and  kissed  his  hand,prayingto  heaven, 
with  great  fervour,  to  make  him  worthy  of 
Buch  goodness  and  condescension.  His 
Echcme,  he  said,  was  to  open  a  coffeehouse 
and  tavern  in  some  creditable  part  of  the 
tov/n,  in  hopes  of  being  favoured  with  the 
custom  of  a  numerous  acquaintance  he  had 
made  among  upper  servants  and  reputable 
tradesmen,  not  doubting  that  his  wife  would 
be  an  ornament  to  his  bar,  and  a  careful 
manager  of  his  affairs.  Peregrine  approved 
of  the  plan,  towards  the  execution  of  which 
lie  made  tiim  and  his  wife  a  present  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  together  with  a  jiromise  of 
erecting  a  weekly  club  among  his  friends,  for 
the  reputation  and  advantage  of  the  house. 

Hadgi  was  so  transported  with  his  p-ood 
R>rtune,  that  he  ran  to  Pipes,  who  was  in  the 
room,   and  having  hugged   him  with  great 


cordiality,  and  made  his  obedience  to  lii£ 
master,  hied  him  home  to  his  bride,  to  com- 
municate his  happiness,  cutting  capers,  and 
talking  to  himself  all  the  wav. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVHL 

lie  is  visited  by  Pallet ;  contracts  an  inii- 
macy  with  a  New-markei  nobleman;  and 
is  by  the  knowing-ones  taken  in. 

Tins  afiair  being  settled,  and  our  adventurer, 
for  the  present,  free  of  all  female  connexions, 
he  returned  to  his  former  course  of  fast  liv- 
ing, among  the  bucks  of  the  town,  and  per- 
formed innumerable  exploits  among  whores, 
bullies,  rooks,  constables,  and  justices  of  the 
peace. 

In  the  midst  of  these  occupations,  he  was 
one  morning  visited  by  his  old  fellow-travel- 
ler Pallet,  whose  appearance  gave  him  equal 
surprise  and  concern.  Though  the  weather 
was  severe,  he  was  clothed  in  the  thin 
summer  dress  which  he  had  worn  at  Paris, 
and  was  now  not  only  thread-bare,  but  in 
some  parts  actually  patched  :  his  stockings, 
by  a  repetition  of  that  practice  known  among 
economists  by  the  term  of  coaxing,  hung  like 
pudding-bags  about  his  ancles  ;  his  shirt, 
though  new  washed,  was  of  the  saffron  hue, 
and  in  divers  places  appeared  through  tne 
crannies  of  his  breeches ;  lie  had  exchanged 
his  own  hair  for  a  smoke-dried  tie  periwig, 
which  all  the  flour  in  his  drudging-box  had 
not  been  able  to  whiten  ;  his  eyes  were  sunk, 
his  jaws  lengthened  beyond  their  usual  ex- 
tension ;  and  he  seemed  twenty  years  older 
than  he  looked  when  lie  and  our  hero  parted 
at  Rotterdam. 

In  spite  of  all  these  evidences  of  decay, 
he  accosted  him  with  a  meagre  affectation 
of  content  and  good  humour,  struggling 
piteously  to  appear  gay  and  unconcerned, 
professed  his  joy  at  seeing  him  in  England, 
excused  himself  for  having  delayed  so  long 
to  come  and  present  his  respects,  alleging 
that,  since  his  return,  he  had  been  a  mere 
slave  to  the  satisfaction  of  some  persons  of 
quality  and  taste,  who  had  insisted  upon  his 
finishing  some  pieces  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition. 

Peregrine  received  him  with  that  compass- 
ion and  complaisance  which  was  natural  to 
his  disposition  ;  inquired  about  the  health  of 
Mrs  Piillet  and  his  family,  and  asked  if  his 
friend  the  doctor  v.-as  in  town  ]  The  painter 
seemed  to  have  resumed  his  resentment 
against  that  gentleman,  of  whom  he  spoke  in 
contemptuous  terms.  "The  doctor,"  said 
he,  "  is  BO  much  overshadowed  with  pre- 
sumption and  self-conceit,  that  his  merit  has 
no  relief  It  does  not  rise.  There  is  no 
keeping  in  the  picture,  my  dear  Sir.  Alj 
the  same  as  if  I  were  to  represent  the  moor 
under  a  cloud  ;   there  will  be  nothing  but 
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deep  mass  of  shade,  witli  a  little  tiny  speck 
of  light  in  the  niddle,  which  would  only 
Bcrve  to  make,  as  it  were,  the  darkness 
visible  ;  you  understand  me.  Had  he  taken 
my  advice,  it  might  have  been  belter  for 
him  ;  but  he  is  bigoted  to  his  own  o|)inion. 
You  must  know,  ]\Ir  Pickle,  upon  our  return 
to  England,  1  counselled  iiim  to  compose  a 
liltio  smart  clever  ode  upon  my  Cleopatra. 
Ai  Gad  shall  judge  me,  1  thought  it  would 
have  been  of  some  service,  in  helping  him 
out  of  obscurity  ;  for  you  know,  as  ii'iv  Ri- 
chard observes. 

Soon  will  that  die,  which  adds  thy  fame 
to  iiiirio ; 

Let  nio  then  live,  joln'd  to  a  work  of 
thine ; 
By-the-by,  there  is  a  most  picturesque  con- 
trast in  those  lines,  of  tky  and  me,  living 
and  dying,  and  thine  and  mine.  Ah!  a  pize 
upon  it  !  Dick,  after  all,  was  the  man. 
Ecod  !  he  rounded  it  off.  But,  to  return  to 
this  unhappy  young  man,  would  you  believe 
it,  he  tossed  up  his  nose  at  my  friendly  pro- 
posal, and  gabbled  something  in  Greek,  which 
is  not  wortii  repeating.  The  case  was  this, 
my  dear  Sir,  he  was  out  of  humour  at  the 
neglect  of  the  world.  He  thought  the  poets 
of  the  age  were  jealous  of  his  genius,  and 
strove  to  crush  it  accordingly,  while  the  rest 
of  mankind  wanted  taste  sufilcient  to  dis- 
cern it.  For  my  own  part,  I  profess  myself 
one  of  these ;  and  as  the  clown  in  Biliy 
Shakspeare  says  of  the  courtier's  oath, 
had  I  sworn  by  the  doctor's  genius,  that  the 
pancakes  were  naught,  they  might  have  been 
for  all  that  very  good,  yet  shouldn't  I  have 
been  forsworn.  Let  that  be  as  it  will,  he 
retired  from  town  in  great  dudgeon,  and  set 
up  his  rest  near  a  liill  in  Derbyshire,  with 
two  tops,  resembling  Parnassus,  and  a  well 
at  the  bottom,  which  he  had  christened  Ilyp- 
o-tho  green.  Egad  !  if  he  stays  in  that  ha- 
bitation, 'tis  my  opinion  he'll  soon  grow  green 
with  the  hip  indeed.  He'll  be  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  return  to  the  flesh-pots  of 
Egypt,  and  pay  his  court  to  the  slighted 
Queen  Cleopatra.  Ha  !  well  remembered, 
by  this  light  you  shall  know,  my  good  Sir, 
that  this  same  Egyptian  princess  has  been 
courted  by  so  many  gallants  of  taste,  that, 
as  I  hope  to  live,  I  found  myself  in  some  sort 
of  dilemma,  because  in  parting  with  her  to 
one,  I  should  have  disobliged  all  his  rivals. 
Now,  a  man  would  not  choose  to  give  offence 
to  nis  riends,  at  least  I  lay  it  down  as  a 
ma.virr.,  to  avoid  the  smallest  appearance  of 
ingratitude.  Perhaps  I  may  be  in  the  wrong. 
But  every  man  has  his  way.  For  this 
reason,  I  proposed  to  all  tne  candidates,  that 
a  lottery  or  raflle  should  be  set  on  foot,  by 
which  every  individual  would  have  an  equal 
chance  for  lier  good  graces,  and  the  prize  be 
left  to  the  decision  of  fortune.  The  scheme 
was  mightily  relislied,  and  th4  terms  being 
fcucii    ^   trifle    xs   half-a-fnnnea     the   whole 


town  crowded  into  my  house,  in  order  tc 
subscribe.  But  there  1  was  their  humble 
servant.  Gentlemen,  you  must  have  a  little 
patience,  till  my  own  particular  friends  are 
served.  Among  that  number,  I  do  myself 
the  honour  to  consider  Mr  Pickle.  Here  is 
a  copy  of  the  proposals  ;  and,  if  the  ?jst 
should  be  adorned  with  liis  name,  1  hope, 
notwithstanding  his  merited  success  among 
the  young  ladies,  he  will  fur  once  bo  shunned 
by  that  little  vi.xen  called  JMiss  Fortune  ! 
he,  he,  he  !" 

So  saying,  lie  bowed  with  a  thousand 
apish  congees,  and  presented  his  paper  to 
Peregrine,  who,  seeing  the  numl>er  of  sub- 
scribers was  limited  to  one  hundred,  said  he 
thought  liiin  too  moderate  in  his  expecta- 
tions" as  he  did  not  doubt  that  his  picture 
would  be  a  cheap  purchase  at  live  hundred, 
instead  of  fifty  pounds,  at  which  the  price 
was  fixed.  To  this  unexpected  remark  Pal- 
let answered,  that  among  the  connoisseurs 
he  would  not  pretend  to  appraise  his  picture; 
but  that,  in  valuing  his  works,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  have  an  eye  to  the  Gothic  ignorance 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

Our  adventurer  saw  at  once  into  the  nature 
of  this  radio,  which  was  no  other  than  a  beg- 
ging shift  to  dispose  of  a  paltry  piece,  that 
he  could  not  otherwise  have  sold  for  twenty 
shillings.  However,  fur  from  shocking  the 
poor  man  in  distress,  by  dropping  the  least 
hint  of  his  conjecture,  he  desired  to  be 
favoured  with  six  chances,  if  the  circum- 
stances of  his  plan  would  indulge  him  so 
far  ;  and  the  painter,  after  some  hesitation, 
condescended  to  comply  with  his  request, 
out  of  pure  friendship  and  veneration ; 
though  he  observed,  that,  in  so  doing,  he 
must  exclude  some  of  his  most  intimate 
companions.  Having  received  the  money, 
he  ga.ve  Pickle  his  address,  desiring  he 
would,  w-ith  his  convenience,  visit  the  prin- 
cess, who,  he  was  sure,  would  display  her 
most  engaging  attractions,  in  order  to  capti- 
vate his  fancy  ;  and  took  his  leave,  extremely 
well  pleased  with  the  success  of  his  applica- 
tion. 

Though  Peregrine  was  tempted  with  the 
curiosity  of  seeing  this  portrait,  which  he 
imagined  must  contain  some  analogy  to  the 
ridiculous  oddity  of  the  painter,  he  would  not 
expose  himself  to  the  disagreeable  alter- 
native of  applauding  the  performance,  con- 
trary to  the  dictates  of  conscience  and  com- 
mon sense,  or  of  condemning  it,  to  the  un- 
speakable mortification  of  the  miserable 
author  ;  and  therefore  never  dreamt  of  re^ 
turning  the  painter's  visit :  nor  did  he  ever 
hear  of  the  lottery's  being  drawn. 

About  this  time  he  was  invited  to  spend  a 
few  weeks  at  the  country  seat  of  a  certain 
nobleman,  with  whom  he  had  contracted  an 
acquaintance  in  the  course  of  his  debauches, 
which  we  have  already  dcscribf  d.  His  lord- 
ship being  remarkable  for  his  skill  and  suo 
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oess  in  hor*?-racing,  his  house  was  continu- 
ally filled  with  the  connoisseurs  and  admirers 
of  that  sport,  upon  which  the  whole  convor- 
i:.ation  turned,  insomuch  that  Peregrine  gra.- 
tluslly  imbibed  some  knowledge  in  horse- 
(loc'i,  and  the  diversions  of  the  course  ;  fjr 
ihe.  vvhole  occupation  of  the  day,  exclusive 
of  os.ting  and  drinking,  consisted  in  viewing, 
inniAging,  and  exercising  his  lordship's  stud. 

Gi  r  hero  looked  upon  these  amusements 
with  an  eye  o?  taste,  as  well  as  curiosity; 
he  c  intemplated  the  animal  as  a  beautiful 
and  6  egant  part  of  the  creation,  and  relished 
the  surprising  exertion  of  its  speed  with  a 
refined  and  classical  delight.  Li  a  little 
time  he  became  personally  acquainted  wi'th 
every  horse  in  the  stable,  and  interested  him- 
self in  the  reputation  of  each  ;  while  he  also 
gratified  his  appetite  for  knowledge,  in  ob- 
serving the  methods  of  preparing  their 
bodies,  and  training  them  to  the  race.  His 
landlord  saw  and  encouraged  his  eagerness, 
from  which  he  promised  himself  some  ad- 
vantage ;  he  formed  several  private  matches 
for  his  entertainment,  and  flattered  his  dis- 
cernment, by  permitting  him  to  be  successful 
in  the  first  bets  he  made.  Thus  was  he  art- 
fully decoyed  into  a  spirit  of  keenness  and 
adventure,  and  disposed  to  depend  upon  his 
own  judgment,  in  opposition  to  that  of  people 
who  had  made  horse-racing  the  sole  study 
of  their  lives.  He  accompanied  my  lord  to 
Newmarket,  and  entering  at  once  into  the 
genius  of  the  place,  was  marked  as  fair  game 
by  all  the  knowing  ones  there  assembled, 
many  of  whom  found  means  to  take  him  in, 
in  spite  of  all  the  cautions  and  admonitions 
of  his  lordship,  who  wanted  to  reserve  him 
for  his  own  use. 

It  is  almost  impossible  for  any  man,  let 
him  be  never  so  fearful  or  phlegmatic,  to  be 
an  unconcerned  spectator  in  this  busy  scene. 
The  demon  of  play  hovers  in  the  air,  like  a 
pestilential  vapour,  tainting  the  minds  of  all 
present  with  infallible  infection,  which  com- 
municates from  one  person  to  another,  like 
the  circulation  of  a  general  panic.  Pere- 
grine was  seized  with  this  epidemic  dis- 
temper to  a  violent  degree;  and,  after  having 
lost  a  few  loose  hundreds,  in  his  progress 
through  the  various  rookeries  of  the  place, 
entered  into  partnership  with  his  noble  friend 
in  a  grand  match,  upon  the  issue  of  which  he 
ventured  no  less  than  three  tiiousand  pounds. 
Lideed  he  would  not  have  risked  such  a  con- 
siderable sum,  had  not  his  own  confidence 
been  reinforced  by  the  opinion  and  concur- 
rence of  his  lordship,  who  hazarded  an  equal 
bet  upon  the  same  event.  These  two  asso- 
ciates engaged  themselves  in  a  penalty  of 
isix  thousand  pounds,  to  run  one  chaise-and- 
four  against  another,  three  times  round  the 
course  ;  and  our  adventurer  had  the  satis- 
fliction  of  seeing  his  antagonist  distanced  in 
■Jic  first  and  second  heat ;  but  all  of  a  sudden, 
one  of  the  horses  of  his  machine  was  knocked 


up,  by  which  accident  the  victory  was  ra. 
vished  almost  from  his  very  grasp,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  endure  the  damage  and  the 
scorn. 

He  was  deeply  affected  with  this  mis- 
fortune, which  he  imputed  to  his  own  extra- 
vagance and  temerity ;  but  discovered  no 
external  signs  of  affliction,  because  his  il- 
lustrious partner  bore  his  loss  with  the  most 
philosophic  resignation,  consoling  himself, 
as  well  as  Pickle,  with  the  hope  of  making 
it  up  on  some  other  occasion.  Nevertheless, 
our  young  gentleman  could  not  help  admir- 
ing, and  even  envying  his  equanimity,  not 
knowing  that  his  lordship  had  managed  mat 
tcrs  so  as  to  be  a  gainer  by  the  misfortune , 
which  to  retrieve,  Peregrine  purchased  se- 
veral horses,  at  the  recommendation  of  his 
friend ;  and,  instead  of  returning  to  London, 
made  a  tour  with  him  to  all  the  celebrated 
races  in  England,  at  which,  after  several  vi- 
cissitudes of  fortune,  he  made  shift,  before 
the  end  of  the  season,  to  treble  his  loss. 

But  his  hopes  seemed  to  increase  with  his 
ill  luck.  In  the  beginning  of  winter  he 
came  to  town,  fully  persuaded  that  fortune 
must  necessarily  change,  and  that  next 
se,ason  he  should  reap  the  happy  fruits  of  his 
experience.  In  tliis  confidence  he  seemed  to 
drown  all  ideas  of  prudence  and  economy. 
His  former  expense  was  mere  parsimony, 
compared  with  that  which  he  now  incurred: 
he  subscribed  to  the  opera,  and  half  a  dozen 
concerts  at  different  parts  of  the  town  ;  was 
a  benefactor  to  several  hospitals  ;  purchased 
a  collection  of  valuable  pictures ;  took  a 
house,  and  furnished  it  m  a  most  magnificent 
taste,  laid  in  a  large  stock  of  French  wines, 
and  gave  extravagant  entertainments  to  his 
quality  friends,  who,  in  return,  loaded  him 
with  compliments,  and  insisted  upon  his 
making  use  of  their  interest  and  good  will. 


CHAPTER  LXXXLX. 

lie  is  taken  into  the  protection  of  a  great 
man ;  sets  up  for  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment ;  is  disappointed  in  his  expectation 
and  finds  hiinseJf  egregiously  outwitted 

Among  these  professed  patrons,  the  greatest 
part  of  whom  Peregrine  saw  through,  there 
was  one  great  personage,  wtio  seemed  to 
support  with  dignity  the  sphere  in  which  for- 
tune had  placed  him.  His  behaviour  to 
Pickle  was  not  a  series  of  grinning  com- 
plaisance in  a  flat  repetition  of  general  ex- 
pressions of  friendship  and  regard.  He  de- 
meaned himself  with  a  seemingly  honest  re- 
serve,  in  point  of  profession  ;  his  advances 
to  Peregrine  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  de- 
liberation and  experiment;  he  chid  (lie  young 
gentleman  for  his  extravagance,  with  the  8U. 
thorify  of  a  parent,  and  the  sincerity  of  a 
fast  friend  ;  and  having,  by  gradual  in(iuirie!» 
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made  liimselt'  acquainted  willi  the  state  of 
his  private  atrnirs,  coiidoiiiiied  his  conduct 
with  an  air  of  candour  and  concern.  lie 
represented  to  liini  tlie  folly  and  danjjcrous 
consequences  of  the  protligate  life  in  which 
he  had  plun<:ed  himself,  counselled  him  with 
great  warnitii  to  sell  off  his  race-horses, 
which  would  otherwise  insensibly  eat  him 
*jp;  to  retrench  all  superlluous  expense, 
which  would  oidy  serve  to  e.xpose  him  to  the 
ridicule  and  ingratitude  of  those  who  were 
benetited  by  it ;  to  lay  out  his  money  upon 
secure  mortgages,  at  good  interest ;  and 
carry  into  e.xecution  his  former  design  of 
standing  candidate  for  a  borough,  at  the  en- 
suing election  for  a  new  parliament  ;  in 
whicli  case  this  nobleman  proiniscd  to  assist 
him  with  his  influence  and  advice ;  assuring 
him,  that,  if  he  could  once  procure  a  seat  in 
tiie  house,  he  might  look  upon  his  fortune  as 
already  made. 

Our  adventurer,  perceiving  the  wisdom 
and  sanity  of  tiiis  advice,  for  which  he  made 
his  acknowledgements  to  his  generous  moni- 
tor, protested  that  he  would  adhere  to  it  in 
every  particular,  and  immediately  set  about 
a  reformation.  He  accordingly  took  cogni- 
zance of  his  most  minute  affairs,  and,  atler 
an  exact  scrutiny,  gave  his  patron  to  under- 
stand, that,  exclusive  of  his  furniture,  his 
fortune  was  reduced  to  fourteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  in  bank  and 
60utl-sea  annuities,  over  and  above  the  gar- 
risor.  and  its  appendages,  which  he  reckoned 
at  sixty  pounds  a-year.  lie  therefore  de- 
sired, that  as  his  lordship  liad  been  so  kind 
as  to  favour  him  with  his  friendship  and  ad- 
vice, he  would  extend  his  generosity  still 
farther,  by  putting  him  in  a  way  of  making 
the  most  advantage  of  his  money.  My  lord 
said,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  did  not  choose 
to  meddle  in  money  matters ;  that  Mr  Pickle 
would  find  abundance  of  people  ready  to 
borrow  it  upon  land  security;  but  tliat  he 
ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  in  a  trans- 
action of  such  consequen<"C ;  promising,  at 
the  same  time,  to  employ  his  own  steward  in 
peeking  out  a  mortgagor  to  whom  it  might 
be  safely  lent. 

This  agent  was  accordingly  set  at  work, 
and  for  a  few  days  made  a  fruitless  inquiry: 
60  that  the  young  gentleman  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  his  own  intelligence,  by 
which  he  got  notice  of  several  people  of  re- 
puted credit,  who  offered  him  mortgages  for 
the  whole  sum  ;  but  when  he  made  a  report 
of  the  particulars  to  his  noble  friend,  his 
lordship  started  such  doubts  and  objections 
relatmg  to  each,  that  he  was  deterred  from 
entering  into  any  engagements  with  the  pro- 
posers ;  congratulating  himself,  in  the  mean 
lime,  on  his  good  fortune,  in  being  favoured 
with  the  advice  and  direction  of  such  a  sage 
counsellor.  Nevertheless,  he  begiin  to  be 
.mpatient,  after  having  unsuccessfully  con- 
sulted all  the  money-brokers  and  conveyan- 
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cers  about  town,  and  resolved  to  try  the  ex- 
pedient of  a  public  advertisement.  But  ho 
was  persuaded  l)y  my  lord  to  posf.pone  that 
experiment,  until  every  other  method  should 
have  tailed,  because  it  would  attract  the  at- 
j  tention  of  all  the  pettifoggers  in  London, 
who  (though  they  might  not  be  able  to  over- 
reach) would  inf:illibly  harass  and  tease  him 
out  of  all  tranquillity. 

It  was  on  the  back  of  this  conversation 
that  Peregrine,  chancing  to  meet  the  stew- 
ard near  his  lord's  house,  stopped  him  in  the 
street,  to  give  him  an  account  of  his  bad 
luck  ;  at  which  the  other  expressed  some 
concern,  and,  rubbing  his  chin  witiihis  hand, 
in  a  musing  posture,  told  Pickle,  there  was  a 
thought  just  come  into  his  head,  pointing 
out  one  way  of  doing  his  business  effectually 
The  youth,  upon  this  intimation,  beggiul  he 
would  accompany  him  to  the  next  coffee- 
house, in  which  having  chosen  a  private 
situation,  this  grave  manager  gave  him  to 
understand,  tliat  a  part  of  my  lord's  estate 
was  mortgaged,  in  consequence  of  a  debt 
contracted  by  his  grandfather,  for  ])rovision 
to  the  younger  children  of  the  family ;  and 
that  the  equity  of  redemption  would  be  fore- 
closed in  a  few  mouths,  unless  the  burden 
could  be  discharged.  "My  lord,"  said  he, 
"has  always  lived  in  a  splendid  manner,  and 
notwithstanding  his  ample  fortune,  together 
with  the  profits  accruing  from  the  posts  he 
enjoys,  he  saves  so  little  money,  that,  upon 
this  occasion,  I  know  he  will  be  obliged  to 
borrow  ten  thousand  pounds  to  make  up  the 
sum  that  is  requisite  to  redeem  the  mortgage. 
Now,  certain  I  am,  that,  when  his  design 
comes  to  be  known,  he  will  be  solicited  on 
all  hands  by  people  desirous  of  lending 
money  upon  such  undoubted  security  ;  and 
'tis  odds  but  he  has  already  promised  the 
preference  to  some  particular  acquaintance. 
However,  as  I  know  he  has  your  interest 
very  much  at  heart,  I  will,  if  you  ])]ease, 
sound  his  lordship  upon  the  subject,  and  in  a 
day  or  two  give  you  notice  of  my  success." 

Peregrine,  ravished  with  the  prospect  of 
settling  this  affair  so  much  to  his  satisfaction, 
thanked  the  steward  for  his  friendly  hint  and 
undertaking,  which  he  assured  him  should  be 
acknowledged  by  a  more  solid  proof  of  his 
gratitude,  provided  the  business  could  be 
brought  to  bear  ;  and  next  day  he  was  visited 
by  this  kind  manager,  with  the  happy  news 
of  his  lordship  having  consented  to  borrow 
ten  thousand  pounds  of  his  stock  upon  mort- 
gage, at  the  interest  of  five  per  cent.  This 
information  he  received  as  an  instance  of 
the  singular  esteem  of  his  noble  patron ;  and 
the  papers  being  immediately  drawn  and 
executed,  the  money  was  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  the  mortgagor,  who,  in  the  hearing 
of  the  lender,  laid  strong  injunctions  on  his 
steward  to  pay  the  interest  punctually  at 
quarter-day. 

The  best  part  of  our  hero's  fortune  beinij 
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tlius  happily  deposited,  and  the  agent  grati- 
fied witli  a  present  of  fifty  pieces,  he  began  to 
put  his  retrenching  scheme  in  execution;  all 
his  servants,  Pipes  excepted,  were  dis- 
charged, his  chariot  and  running  horses  dis- 
posed of,  his  housekeeping  broken  up,  and  his 
furniture  sold  by  auction  :  nay,  the  heat  of 
his  disposition  was  as  remarkable  in  this  as 
any  other  transaction  in  his  life  ;  for  every 
step  of  his  saving  project  was  taken  with 
Buch  eagerness,  and  even  precipitation,  that 
most  of  his  companions  thought  he  was 
either  ruined  or  mad.  But  he  answered  all 
their  expostulations  with  a  string  of  prudent 
apophthegms,  such  as,  "The  shortest  follies 
are  the  best ;  better  to  retrench  upon  con- 
viction than  compulsion  ;"  and  divers  other 
wise  maxims,  seemingly  the  rosult  of  experi- 
ence and  philosophic  reflexion.  To  such  a 
degree  of  enthusiasm  did  his  present  econo- 
my prevail,  that  he  was  actually  seized  with 
the  desire  of  amassing:  and  as  lie  every  day 
received  proposals  from  those  brokers  whom 
he  had  employed,  about  the  disposal  of  his 
cash,  he  at  length  ventured  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  upon  bottomry,  being  tempted  by  the 
excessive  premium. 

But  it  must  be  observed,  for  the  honour  of 
our  adventurer,  that  this  reformation  did  not 
at  all  interfere  with  the  good  qualities  of  his 
heart;  he  was  still  as  friendly  and  benevolent 
ts  ever,  though  his  liberality  was  more  subject 
to  the  restraint  of  reason  ;  and  he  might 
have  justly  pleaded,  in  vindication  of  his 
generosity,  that  he  retrenched  the  super- 
fluities in  his  own  way  of  living,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  power  of  assisting  his  fellow- 
creatures  in  distress.  Numberless  were  the 
objects  to  which  he  extended  his  charity  in 
private.  Indeed,  he  exerted  this  virtue  in 
secret,  not  only  on  account  of  avoiding  the 
charge  of  ostentation,  but  also  because  he 
was  ashamed  of  being  detected  in  such  an 
awkward  unfashionable  practice,  by  the  cen- 
sorious observers  of  this  humane  generation. 
In  this  particular,  he  seemed  to  confound 
the  ideas  of  virtue  and  vice;  for  he  did  good 
as  other  people  do  evil,  by  stealth  ;  and  was 
so  capricious  in  point  of  "behaviour,  that  fre- 
quently, in  public,  he  wagged  his  tongue  in 
satirical  animadversions  upon  that  poverty 
which  his  hand  had  in  private  relieved.  Yet, 
far  from  shunning  the  acquaintance,  or  dis- 
couraging the  solicitations  of  those  who,  he 
thought,  wanted  his  assistance,  he  was  al- 
ways accessible,  open,  and  complaisant  to 
them,  even  when  the  liaughtiness  of  his 
temper  kept  h'.s  superiors  at  a  distance  ;  and 
often  saved  a  modest  man  the  anguish  and 
confusion  of  declaring  himself,  by  penetrat- 
ing into  his  necessity,  and  anticipating  his 
request,  in  a  frank  offer  of  his  purse  and 
friendship. 

Not  that  he  practised  this  beneficence  to 
n'.l  the  needy  of  his  acquaintance  without 
distinction ;    there  is   always  a  set  of  idle 


profligate  fellows,  who,  having  squandered 
away  their  own  fortunes,  and  conquered  all 
sense  of  honour  and  sharne,  maintain  them- 
selves by  borrowing  from  those  who  have  not 
yet  finished  the  same  career,  and  want  reso. 
lution  to  resist  their  importunate  demands 
To  these  he  was  always  inflexible ;  though 
he  could  not  absolutely  detach  himself  from 
their  company,  because,  by  dint  of  effrontery 
and  such  of  their  original  connexions  as 
they  have  been  able  to  retain,  they  find  ad- 
mission to  all  places  of  fashionable  resort. 

Several  unsuccessful  attacks  had  been 
made  upon  his  pocket  by  beggars  of  this 
class.  One  of  the  most  artful  of  them, 
having  one  day  joined  him  in  the  Mall,  and 
made  the  usual  observation  on  the  weather, 
damned  all  the  fogs  of  London,  and  began  a 
dissertation  on  the  difference  of  air,  prefer- 
ring that  of  the  country  in  which  he  was  born 
to  any  climate  under  the  sun.  "Were  you 
ever  in  Gloucestershire?"  said  he  to  Pere- 
grine, who  replying  in  the  negative,  he  thus 
went  on :  "1  have  got  a  house  there,  where  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  you.  Let  us  go  down 
togetlier  during  the  Easter  iiolidays  :  I  can 
promise  you  good  country  fare  and  whole- 
some exercise ;  for  I  have  every  thing  within 
myself,  and  as  good  a  pack  of  fox-hounds  as 
any  in  the  three  kingdoms.  I  shan't  pretend 
to  expatiate  upon  the  elegance  of  the  house, 
which,  to  be  sure,  is  an  old  building;  and 
these,  you  know,  are  generally  cold,  and  not 
very  convenient.  But,  curse  the  house ;  the 
dirty  acres  about  it  are  the  thing ;  and  a 
damn'd  fine  parcel  they  are,  to  be  sure.  If 
my  old  grandmother  was  dead — she  can't 
live  another  season,  for  she's  turned  of  four- 
score, and  quite  worn  out:  nay,  as  for  that 
matter,  I  believe  I  have  got  a  letter  in  my 
pocket,  giving  an  account  of  her  being  des- 
paired of  by  the  doctors.  Let  me  see — No, 
d — n  it,  I  left  it  at  home,  in  the  pocket  of 
another  coat." 

Pickle,  who,  from  the  beginning  of  this 
harangue,  saw  its  tendency,  seemed  to  yield 
the  most  serious  attention  to  what  he  said ; 
breaking  in  upon  it  every  now  and  then, 
with  the  interjections,  hum!  ha!  the  deuce! 
and  several  civil  questions,  from  which  the 
other  conceived  happy  omens  of  success ;  till 
perceiving  they  had  advanced  as  far  as  the 
passage  into  St  James's,  the  mischievous 
youth  interrupted  him  all  at  once  saying,  ♦'  I 
see  you  are  for  the  end  of  the  walk  ;  this  is 
my  way."  With  these  words  he  took  his 
leave  of  the  sauntercr,  who  would  have  de- 
layed his  retreat,  by  calling  to  him  aloud, 
that  he  had  not  yet  described  the  situation 
of  his  castle.  But  Peregrine,  without  stop- 
ping, answered  in  the  same  tone, — "another 
time  will  do  as  well;"  and  in  a  moment  dis. 
appeared,  leaving  the  projector  much  morti- 
fled  with  his  disappointment ;  for  his  in  ■ 
tention  was  to  close  the  description  with  a 
demand  of  twenty  pieces,  to  be  »epaid  out  of 
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the  first  remittance  lie  should  ri'coive  from 
nis  nstfite. 

It  wxjuld  have  been  well  fur  our  Iiero,  had 
lie  always  acted  with  the  same  circiiinspec- 
tion:  but  ho  had  his  un<,fuarded  moments,  in 
which  lie  foil  a  prey  to  the  unsuspecting  in- 
tegrity of  his  own  heart.  Tliore  was  a 
Derson  among  the  number  of  his  acipiaint- 
ances,  whose  conversation  he  particularly 
relished,  because  it  was  frank,  agreeable, 
and  fraught  with  many  sensible  observntions 
upon  the  craft  and  treachery  of  mankind. 
This  gentleman  had  made  a  sliitl  to  dis- 
cuss a  very  genteel  f(Mtuno,  though  it  was 
spent  with  taste  and  reputation,  and  now  he 
was  reduced  to  his  shifts  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  family,  which  consisted  of  a  wife  and 
child.  Not  that  he  was  destitute  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  being  comfortably  supplied 
by  the  bounty  of  his  friends  ;  but  this  was  a 
provision  not  at  all  suited  to  his  inclination ; 
and  he  had  endeavoured  by  divers  unsuccess- 
fid  schemes  to  retrieve  his  former  indepen- 
dency. 

Peregrine  happened  one  evening  to  be 
jitting  alone  in  a  coffeehouse,  where  he  over- 
ieard  a  conversation  between  this  schemer 
nnd  anotiier  gentleman,  touching  an  affair 
rhat  engaged  liis  attention.  The  stranger 
*iad  been  left  trustee  for  fifteen  hundred 
oounds  bequeathed  to  the  other's  daughter  by 
^n  aunt,  and  was  strongly  solicited  to  pay 
»hc  money  to  the  child's  father,  who  assured 
*iim,  he  had  then  an  opportunity  to  lay  it  out 
.n  such  a  manner  as  would  greatly  conduce 
k.0  the  advantage  of  his  family.  The  trustee 
reminded  him  of  the  nature  of  his  charge, 
.*-hich  made  him  accountable  for  the  money 
»intil  the  child  should  have  attained  the  age 
uf  eighteen  ;  but  at  the  same  time  gave  him 
to  miderstand,  that,  if  he  could  procure  such 
security  as  would  indcmniiy  him  from  the 
consequences,  he  would  forthwith  pay  the 
legacy  into  his  hands.  To  this  proposal  the 
father  replied,  that  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
he  would  risk  the  fortune  of  his  only  child 
upon  any  idle  scheme  or  precarious  issue ; 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  reasonable,  that 
he  should  have  the  issue  of  it  in  the  mean 
time  ;  and  that,  as  to  security,  he  was  loth  to 
trouble  any  of  his  friends  about  an  affair 
which  might  be  compromised  without  their 
interposition  ;  observing,  that  he  would  not 
look  upon  his  condescension  as  a  favour,  if 
obtained  by  a  security,  on  which  he  could 
borrow  the  same  sum  from  any  usurer  in 
town. 

After  much  importunity  on  one  side,  and 
rvasion  on  the  other,  the  moneyed  gentleman 
told  iiim,  that,  though  he  would  not  surrender 
the  sum  deposited  in  his  hands  for  the  use  of 
his  daughter,  ho  would  lend  him  what  he 
should  have  occasion  for,  in  the  mean  time; 
■tpd  if,  upon  her  being  of  age,  he  should  be  able 
o  obtain  her  concurrence,  the  money  ehculd 


be  placed  to  her  account,  provided  he  couio 
find  any  person  of  credit  who  would  join 
with  him  in  a  bond  for  tl  e  assurance  of  the 
lender.  This  proviso  was  an  obstruction 
which  the  other  would  have  not  been  able  to 
surmount,  without  great  dithculty,  had  not 
his  cau.-;e  been  esj)ousod  by  oiu-  hero,  who 
thought  it  was  a  pity  a  man  of  honour  and 
understanding  should  sufl'er  in  his  principal 
concerns,  on  such  a  paltry  consideration. 
He,  therefore,  presuming  on  his  acquaint- 
ance, interposed  in  the  conversation  as  a 
friend,  who  interested  himself  in  the  aflTair; 
and,  being  fully  informed  of  the  particulars, 
ofl'ered  himself  as  a  security  for  the  lender. 

This  gentleman  being  a  stranger  to  Pere- 
grine, was  next  day  made  acquainted  with 
his  funds ;  and,  witliout  farther  scruple,  ac- 
commodated his  triend  with  one  thousand 
pounds,  for  which  he  took  their  bond  payable 
in  si.\  months,  though  he  protested  that  the 
mo»cy  should  never  be  den)anded,  until  the 
inliint  should  be  of  age,  unless  some  accident 
should  happen  which  he  could  not  then  fore- 
see. Pickle  believed  this  declaration  sincere, 
because  he  could  have  no  interest  in  dis- 
sembling ;  but  what  he  chiefly  depended  up- 
on, for  his  own  security,  was  the  integrity 
and  confidence  of  the  borrower,  who  assured 
him,  that,  happen  what  would,  he  should  jg 
able  to  stand  between  him  and  all  danger ; 
the  nature  of  his  plan  being  such,  as  wo  j]d 
infallibly  treble  the  sum  in  a  very  r^x 
months. 

In  a  little  time  after  this  transaction,  writs 
being  issued  out  for  electing  a  new  parlia- 
ment, our  adventurer,  by  the  advice  of  his 
patron,  went  into  the  country,  in  order  to 
canvass  for  a  borough,  and  lined  his  pockets 
with  a  competent  share  of  bank-notes  for  the 
occasion.  But  in  this  project  he  unfortu- 
nately happened  to  interfere  with  the  interest 
of  a  great  family  in  the  opposition,  who,  for 
a  long  series  of  years,  had  made  members 
for  that  place,  and  were  now  so  much  offend- 
ed at  the  intrusion  of  our  young  gentleman, 
that  they  threatened  to  spend  ten  thousand 
pounds  in  frustrating  his  design.  This  men- 
ace was  no  other  than  an  incitement  to  Pe- 
regrine, who  confided  so  much  in  his  own 
influence  and  address,  that  he  verily  believed 
he  should  be  able  to  baffle  his  grace,  even  in 
his  own  territories.  By  that  victory  he 
hoped  to  establish  his  reputation  and  interest 
with  the  minister,  who,  through  the  recom- 
mendation  of  his  noble  friend,  countenanced 
his  cause,  and  would  have  been  very  weH 
pleased  to  see  one  of  his  greatest  enemies 
suffer  such  a  disgraceful  overthrow,  whicn 
would  have,  moreover,  in  a  great  measure, 
shaken  his  credit  with  his  faction. 

Our  hero,  into.xicatcd  with  the  ideas  of 
pride  and  ambition,  put  all  his  talents  to  tue 
test,  in  the  execution  of  this  project.  lie 
spared  no  expense  in  treating  the  electors. 
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Dut  finding'  himself  rivalled  in  this  respect  by 
nis  competitor,  who  was  powerfully  support- 
ed, he  had  recourse  to  those  qualifications  in 
which  lie  thought  himself  superior.  He 
made  balls  for  the  ladies,  visited  the  matrons 
of  the  corporation,  adapted  himself  to  their 
various  humours  with  surprising-  facility, 
drank  with  those  who  loved  a  cherishing  cup 
in  private,  made  love  to  the  amorous,  prayed 
with  the  religious,  gossippcd  with  those  who 
delighted  in  scandal,  and  with  great  sagacity 
contrived  agreeable  j)rescnts  to  them  all. 
This  was  the  most  effectual  method  of  en- 
gaging such  electors  as  were  under  the  in- 
fluence of  their  wives.  As  for  the  rest,  he 
assailed  them  in  their  own  way,  setting  whole 
■iiogsheads  of  beer  and  wine  abroach,  for  the 
benefit  of  all  comers  ;  and  into  those  sordid 
hearts  that  liquor  would  not  open,  ho  found 
means  to  convey  himself  by  the  help  of  a 
golden  key. 

While  he  thus  exerted  himself,  his  anta- 
gonist was  not  idle.  His  age  and  infirmities 
would  not  permit  him  to  enter  personally  in- 
to their  parties  ;  but  his  stewards  and  ad- 
herents bestirred  themselves  with  great  in- 
dustry and  perseverance.  The  market  for 
votes  ran  so  high,  that  Pickle's  ready  money 
was  exhausted  before  the  day  of  election, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  write  to  his  patron  an 
account  of  the  dilemma  to  which  he  was  re- 
duced, entreating  him  to  take  such  speedy 
mea/Aires  as  would  enable  him  to  finish  the 
business  which  h(;  had  so  happily  begun. 

This  nnbleman  communicated  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  to  the  minister,  and  in  a 
day  or  two  our  candidate  found  credit  with 
the  rcceiver-general  of  the  county,  who  lent 
him  twelve  hundred  pounds  on  liis  personal 
note,  payable  on  demand.  By  means  of  this 
new  supply  he  managed  matters  so  success- 
fully, that  an  evident  majority  of  votes  was 
secured  in  his  interest;  and  "nothing  could 
have  obstructed  his  election,  liad  not  the 
noble  peer  who  set  up  his  competitor,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  shame  and  mortification 
of  being  foiled  in  his  own  borough,  offered  to 
compromise  the  affair  with  his  honour,  by 
giving  up  two  members  in  another  place, 
provided  the  opposition  should  cease  in  his 
own  corporation. 

This  proposal  was  greedily  embraced.  On 
the  eve  of  the  election.  Peregrine  received 
an  intimation  from  his  patron,  desiring  him 
to  quit  his  pretensions,  on  pain  of  his  and  the 
minister's  displeasure,  and  promising  that  he 
ehould  be  elected  for  another  place. 

No  other  disappointment  in  life  could  have 
given  him  such  chagrin  as  he  felt  at  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  tantalizing  order,  by  which  the 
cup  of  success  was  snatched  from  his  lip, 
and  all  the  vanity  of  his  ambitious  hope 
humbled  in  the  dust.  He  cursed  the  w^holc 
chain  of  his  court  connexions,  inveighed 
*fith  j>reat   animr  sity  against   the   rascally 


scheme  of  politics  to  which  he  was  sacrificed 
and,  in  conclusion,  swore  he  would  not  giv« 
up  the  fruits  of  his  own  address  for  the 
pleasure  of  any  minister  upon  earth.  This 
laudable  resolution,  however,  was  rendered 
ineffectual  by  his  friend  the  receiver-general, 
who  was  bearer  of  the  message,  and  (at\ei 
having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  persuade  him 
to  submission)  fairly  arrested  him  upon  the 
spot  for  the  money  he  had  advanced ;  this 
expedient  being  performed  by  virtue  of  a 
writ  which  he  had  been  advised  to  take  out  ir 
case  the  young  man  should  prove  refractory. 

The  reader,  who  by  this  time  must  be 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  disposition 
of  our  hero,  may  easily  conceive  how  he  re- 
lished this  adventure.  At  first,  all  the  facul- 
ties  of  his  soul  were  swallowed  up  in  aston- 
ishment and  indignation  ;  and  some  minutes 
elapsed  before  his  nerves  would  obey  the  im- 
pulse of  his  rage,  which  manifested  itself  in 
such  an  application  to  the  temples  of  the 
plaintiff,  as  laid  him  sprawling  on  the  floor. 
This  assault,  which  was  committed  in  a 
tavern,  whither  he  had  been  ])urposely  de- 
coyed, attracted  the  regard  of  the  bailiff  and 
his  followers,  who,  to  the  number  of  four, 
rushed  upon  him  at  once,  in  order  to  over- 
power him:  but  his  wrath  inspired  him  with 
such  additional  strength  and  agility,  that  he 
disengaged  himself  from  them  in  a  trice, 
and,  seizing  a  poker,  which  was  the  first 
weapon  that  presented  itself  to  his  hand, 
exercised  it  upon  their  skulls  with  incredible 
dexterity  and  execution.  The  officer  him- 
self, who  had  been  the  first  that  presumed 
to  lay  violent  hands  upon  him,  felt  the  first 
effects  of  his  fury  in  a  blow  upon  the  jaws, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  lost  three  of  hii 
teeth,  and  fell  athwart  the  body  of  the  re- 
ceiver, with  which  he  formed  the  figure  of  fi 
St  Andrew's  cross  ;  one  of  his  myrmidons, 
seeing  the  fate  of  his  chief,  would  not  venture 
to  attack  the  victor  in  front,  but,  wheeling  to 
one  side,  made  an  attempt  upon  him  in  flank, 
and  was  received  obliquely  by  our  hero's  left 
hand  and  foot,  so  masterly  disposed  to  the 
right  side  of  his  leg,  and  the  left  side  of  his 
neck,  that  he  bolted  head  foremost  into  the 
chimney,  where  his  chin  was  encountered  by 
the  grate,  which  in  a  moment  seared  him  to 
the  bone.  The  rest  of  the  detachment  did 
not  think  proper  to  maintain  the  dispute,  but, 
evacuatmg  the  room  with  great  expedition, 
locked  the  door  on  the  outside,  and  bellowed 
aloud  to  the  receiver's  servants,  beseeching 
them  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  their 
master,  who  was  in  danger  of  his  life. 

Meanwhile,  this  gentleman  having  recol- 
lected himself,  demanded  a  parley ;  which 
having  with  difficulty  obtained  of  our  incens- 
ed candidate,  in  consequence  of  the  most 
submissive  application,  he  complained  griev- 
ously of  the  young  gentleman's  intemperancfl 
and  heat  of  disposition,  and  very  calmly  re 
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presented  the  danger  of  his  rashness  a(jd 
mdiKcrclion.  He  told  him,  tliat  nothing 
could  be  more  oiitrsirfous  or  idle,  than  the 
resistance  lie  liad  nuulo  asjaiiist  the  laws  of 
his  country,  boonuso  he  would  (ind  it  im- 
practicable to  withstand  tlu;  whole  executive 
power  of  the  country,  which  he  could  easily 
raise  to  apprehend  and  secure  him  ;  that, 
over  and  above  the  disjjraco  that  would 
accrue  .to  liiui  from  this  imprudent  conduct, 
he  would  knock  his  own  interest  on  the 
head,  by  disobliging'  his  friends  in  the  admin- 
istration, who  were,  to  jiis  knowledge,  at 
present  very  well  dis|)osed  to  do  him  service ; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  what  he  had  done  was 
by  the  express  order  of  his  superior,  and  not 
out  of  any  desire  of  distressing  him  ;  and 
that,  far  from  being  his  enemy  notwithstand- 
ing the  shocking  insult  he  had  sustained,  he 
was  ready  to  withdraw  the  writ,  provided  he 
would  listen  to  any  reasonable  terms  of  ac- 
connnodation. 

I'eregrine,  who  was  not  more  prone  to 
anger  than  open  to  conviction,  being  appeas- 
ed by  his  condescension,  moved  by  his  argu- 
ments, and  chid  by  his  own  reflection  for 
what  he  had  done  in  the  precipitation  of  his 
wrath,  began  to  give  ear  to  his  remon- 
strances ;  and  the  bailiffs  being  ordered  to 
withdraw,  they  entered  into  a  conference, 
the  result  of  which  was,  our  adventurer's 
immediate  departure  for  London  ;  so  that 
next  day  his  competitor  was  unanimously 
chosen,  because  nobody  appeared  to  oj)pose 
his  election. 

The  discontented  Pickle,  on  his  arrival  in 
town,  went  directly  to  the  house  of  his 
patron,  to  whom,  in  the  anguish  of  his  dis- 
appointment, he  bitterly  complained  of  the 
treatment  he  Iiad  received,  by  which,  besides 
the  disgrace  of  his  overthrow,  he  was  no 
less  than  two  thousand  pounds  out  of  pocket, 
exclusive  of  the  debt  for  which  he  stood  en- 
gaged to  the  receiver.  His  lordshij),  who 
was  prepared  for  this  expostulation,  on  his 
knowledge  of  the  young  man's  impetuous 
temper,  answered  all  the  articles  of  his  charge 
with  great  deliberation,  giving  him  to  under- 
stand the  motives  that  induced  the  minister 
to  quit  his  interest  in  that  borough ;  and 
pootiiing  him  with  assurances  that  his  loss 
would  be  amply  rewarded  by  his  honour,  to 
whom  he  was  next  day  introduced  by  tJiis 
noblc'Tian,  in  the  warmest  style  of  recom- 
mendation. The  minister,  who  was  a  pat- 
tern of  complaisance,  received  him  with  the 
most  engaging  alfability;  thanked  him  very 
kindly  for  his  endeavours  to  support  and 
Btrengthen  the  interest  of  the  administration  ; 
and  faithfully  promised  to  lay  hold  on  the 
first  opportunity  to  express  the  sense  he  had 
of  his  zeal  and  attachment ;  desiring  to 
see  him  often  at  his  levee,  that,  in  the 
multiplicity  of  business,  he  might  not  be 
in  danger  of  forgetting  his  services  and 
desert. 


CHAPTER  XC. 

Pcrciiriiie  chmmcncpx  jMinis/rr's  ihpen 
(IpiiI  ;  inrrta  btf  acciiUnl  with  Mrs  daunt 
hi ;  and  (Usctmls  i>ru(htaU>j  in  lite  con- 
dition of  life. 

This  reception,  favourable  as  it  was,  did  not 
please  Peregrine,  wiio  nad  too  much  discern- 
ment to  be  cajoled  with  general  promises,  at 
a  time  when  lie  thought  himself  entitled  to 
the  most  particular  assurance.  He  accord- 
ingly signified  his  disgust  to  his  introductor, 
giving  him  to  understand,  that  he  had  laid 
his  account  with  being  chosen  representative 
of  one  of  those  boroughs  for  which  he  had 
been  sacrificed.  His  lordship  agreed  to  the 
reasonableness  of  his  expectation,  observing, 
however,  that  he  could  not  suppose  the  mi- 
nister would  enter  Mpon  business  with  him 
on  his  first  visit ;  and  that  it  would  be  time 
enough  at  his  next  audience  to  communicate 
his  demand. 

Notwithstanding  this  remonstrance,  our 
hero  continued  to  indulge  his  suspicion  and 
chagrin,  and  even  made  a  point  of  it  with  liis 
patron,  that  liis  lordship  would  next  day 
make  application  in  his  behalf,  lest  the  two 
seats  should  be  filled  up,  on  pretence  of  JiiH 
inclinations  being  unknown.  Thus  impor- 
tuned,  my  lord  went  to  his  principal,  and  re- 
turned with  an  answer,  importing  that  his 
honour  was  extremely  sorry  that  JMr  Pickle 
had  not  signified  his  request  before  the  bo- 
roughs in  question  were  promised  to  two 
gentlemen  whom  he  could  not  now  dis- 
appoint, with  any  regard  to  his  own  credit 
or  interest;  but  as  several  persons  who  would 
bo  chosen  were,  to  his  certain  knowledge, 
very  aged  and  infirm,  he  did  not  doubt  that 
there  would  be  plenty  of  vacant  seats  in  a 
very  short  time,  and  then  tiie  young  gentle- 
man might  depend  upon  his  friendship. 

Peregrine  was  so  much  irritated  at  this 
intimation,  that,  in  the  first  transports  of  his 
anger,  he  forgot  the  respect  he  owed  liis 
friend,  and  in  his  presence  inveighed  against 
the  niinisfer  as  a  person  devoid  of  gratitude 
and  candour,  protesting  that,  if  ever  an  op- 
portunity should  offer  itself,  ho  would  spend 
the  whole  remains  of  his  fortune  in  opposing 
his  measures.  The  nobleman  having  given 
him  time  to  exhaust  the  impetuosity  of  his 
passion,  rebuked  him  very  calmly  for  liis  dis- 
respectful expressions,  which  were  ecjually 
injurious  and  indiscreet;  assured  hini  that  his 
project  of  revenge,  if  ever  put  in  execution, 
would  redound  to  his  own  prejudice  and  con- 
fusion; and  advised  him  to  cultivate  and  im- 
prove, with  patience  and  assiduity,  the  foot- 
ing he  had  already  obtained  in  the  minister'u 
good  graces. 

Our  hero,  convinced  of  t'le  truth,  thoiigli 
not  satisfied  with  the  occasion  of  his  adnio. 
nitions,  took  his  leave  in  a  fit  of  sullen  ths 
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content,  and  began  to  ruminate  upon  the 
ehattered  posture  of  liis  affairs.  All  that 
now  remained  of  the  ample  fortune  he  had 
inherited,  was  the  sum  he  had  deposited  in 
his  lordship's  hands,  together  with  fifleen 
hundred  pounds  he  had  ventured  on  bottom- 
ry,  and  the  garrison,  wliich  he  had  lefl  for  the 
use  and  accommodation  of  the  lieutenant ; 
and,  on  the  per  contra  side  of  his  account, 
he  was  debtor  for  the  supply  he  had  received 
from  the  receiver-general,  and  the  money  for 
which  he  was  bound  in  behalf  of  his  iriend  ; 
so  that  he  found  himself,  for  the  first  time  of 
his  life,  very  much  embarrassed  in  his  cir- 
cumstances ;  for,  of  the  first  half  year's  in- 
terest of  his  ten  thousand,  which  was  punc- 
tually paid,  he  had  but  fourscore  pounds  in 
bank,  without  any  prospect  of  a  further  sup- 
ply till  the  other  term,  which  was  at  the  dis- 
tance of  four  long  months.  He  seriously 
reflected  upon  tire  uncertainty  of  liunian 
affairs ;  the  ship  with  his  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  might  be  lost,  the  gentleman  for 
whom  he  was  security  might  miscarry  in  this 
as  well  as  in  his  former  projects,  and  the 
minister  might  one  day,  through  policy  or 
displeasure,  expose  him  to  the  mercy  of  his 
dependant,  who  was  in  possession  of  his 
note. 

These  suggestions  did  not  at  all  contribute 
to  the  ease  of  our  adventurer's  mind,  already 
ruffled  by  his  disappointment.  He  cursed 
his  own  folly  and  extravagance,  by  which  he 
was  reduced  to  such  an  uncomfortable  situa- 
tion. He  compared  his  own  conduct  with 
that  of  some  young  gentleman  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, who,  while  he  was  squandering 
away  the  best  part  of  his  inheritance,  had 
improved  their  fortunes;  strengthened  their 
interest,  and  increased  their  reputation.  He 
was  abandoned  by  his  gaiety  and  good  hu- 
mour, his  countenance  gradually  contracted 
itself  into  a  representation  of  severity  and 
care,  he  dropped  all  liis  amusements  and  the 
companions  of  his  pleasure,  and  turned  his 
whole  attention  to  the  minister,  at  whose 
levee  he  never  failed  to  appear. 

While  he  thus  laboured  in  the  wheel  of 
dependence,  with  all  that  mortification  which 
a  youth  of  his  pride  and  sensibility  may  be 
supposed  to  feel  from  such  a  disagreeable 
necessity,  he  one  day  heard  himself  called 
by  name,  as  he  crossed  the  park  ;  and  turn- 
ing, perceived  the  wife  of  Captain  Gauntlet, 
>vith  another  lady.  He  no  sooner  recognised 
the  kind  Sophy,  than  he  accosted  her  with 
bis  wonted  civility  of  friendship ;  but  his 
former  sprightly  air  was  metamorphosed  into 
bucli  austerity,  or  rather  dejection  of  feature, 
that  she  could  scarce  believe  her  own  eyes  ; 
and,  in  her  astonishment, — "Is  it  possible," 
said  ehe,  "that  the  gay  Mr  Pickle  should  be 
no  much  altered  in  such  a  short  space  of 
time!"  He  made  no  other  reply  to  this  ex- 
clamation, but  by  a  languid  smile;  and  asked 
how  long  she  had  been  in  town  ;    observing, 


that  he  would  liave  paid  his  compliments  to 
her  at  her  own  lodgings,  had  he  been  favour- 
ed  with  the  least  intimation  of  her  arrival. 
After  having  thanked  him  for  his  politeness, 
she  told  him,  it  was  not  owing  to  any  abate- 
ment of  her  friendship  and  esteem  for  him, 
that  she  had  omitted  to  give  hirn  that  notice  ; 
but  his  abrupt  departure  from  Windsor,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  quitted  Mr  Gauntlet, 
had  given  her  just  grounds  to  belieye  that 
they  had  incurred  his  displeasure ;  whicn 
suspicion  was  reinforced  by  his  long  silence 
and  neglect  from  that  period  to  the  present 
time.  She  observed  it  was  still  farther  con- 
firm.ed,  by  his  forbearing  to  inquire  for  Emilia 
and  her  brother.  "Judge  then,"  said  she, 
"if  I  had  any  reason  to  believe  that  you 
would  be  pleased  to  hear  that  I  was  in  town. 
I  However,  I  will  not  detain  you  at  present, 
because  you  seem  to  be  engaged  about  some 
particular  business ;  but,  if  you  will  favoui 
me  with  your  company  at  breakfast  to-mor- 
row, I  shall  be  much  pleased,  and  honoured 
to  boot,  by  the  visit."  So  saying,  she  gave 
him  a  direction  to  her  lodgings ;  and  he  took 
his  leave,  with  a  faithful  promise  of  seeing 
her  at  the  appointed  time. 

He  was  very  much  affected  with  this  ad- 
vance of  Sophy,  which  he  considered  as  an 
instance  of  her  uncommon  sweetness  of 
temper;  he  felt  strange  longings  of  returning 
friendship  towards  Godfrey;  and  the  re- 
membrance of  Emilia  melted  his  heart,  al- 
ready  softened  with  grief  and  mortification. 
Next  day  lie  did  not  neglect  his  engagement, 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  a  long  con- 
versation witii  this  sensible  young  lady,  who 
gave  him  to  understand  that  her  husband  was 
with  his  regiment ;  and  presented  to  him  a 
fine  boy,  the  first  fruits  of  their  love,  whom 
they  had  christened  by  the  name  of  Pere- 
grine, in  memory  of  the  friendship  which 
had  subsisted  between  Godfrey  and  our 
youth. 

This  proof  of  their  regard,  notwithstand- 
ing the  interruj)tion  in  their  correspondence, 
made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
our  adventurer,  who  having  made  the  warm- 
est acknowledgements  for  this  undeserved 
mark  of  respect,  took  the  child  in  his  arms, 
and  almost  devoured  him  with  kis.ses,  pro- 
testing before  God,  that  he  should  always 
consider  him  with  the  tenderness  of  a  parent. 
This  was  the  highest  compliment  he  could 
pay  to  tlie  gentle  Sophy,  who  again  kindly 
chid  hiin  for  his  disdainful  and  precij)itate 
retreat,  immediately  afler  her  marriage  ;  and 
expressed  an  earnest  desire  of  seeing  him 
and  the  captain  reconciled.  He  assured  her, 
nothing  could  give  him  greatr-r  satisfaction 
than  such  an  event,  to  which  he  would  con- 
tribute  all  that  lay  in  his  power,  though  he 
could  not  help  looking  upon  himself  as  in- 
jured by  Captain  Gauntlet's  behaviour,  which 
denoted  a  suspicion  of  his  honour,  as  well  as 
contempt  for  his  understanding.     The  lady 
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jndertotik  for  the  concession  of"  her  husband, 
who,  she  told  him,  liad  been  extremely  sorry 
for  his  own  lioat.atler  Mr  Pickle's  departure, 
and  wuidd  have  followed  liim  to  the  g-arrison, 
111  order  to  solicit  his  forgiveness,  had  he  not 
l>een  restrained  by  certain  punctilios,  oc- 
casioned by  some  acrimonious  expressions 
that  dropt  trom  Peregrine  at  the  inn. 

After  having  cleared  up  this  misunder- 
dandinj;,  she  proceeded  to  give  an  account 
of  Emilia,  whose  behaviour,  at  that  juncture, 
plainly  indicated  a  continuance  of  alfection 
for  her  first  lover;  and  desired  tliat  he  would 
give  lier  full  powers  to  bring  that  matter  also 
to  an  accommodation:  "for  I  am  not  more 
certain  of  my  own  existence,"  said  she, 
"than  that  you  are  still  in  possession  of  my 
sister's  heart."  At  this  declaration,  the  tear 
Bt»rted  in  his  eye  ;  but  he  shook  his  head, 
and  declined  her  good  offices,  wishing  that 
me  young  lady  might  be  much  more  happy 
than  ever  he  should  be  able  to  make  her. 

Mrs  Gauntlet,  confounded  at  these  express- 
ons,  and  moved  by  the  desponding  manner 
111  which  they  were  delivered,  begged  to 
know  if  any  new  obstacle  was  raised,  by 
eome  late  change  in  his  sentiments  or  situa- 
tion: and  he,  in  order  to  avoid  a  painful  ex- 
lilanation,  told  lier,  that  he  had  long  despair- 
ed of  being  able  to  vanquish  Emilia's  resent- 
ment, and  for  that  reason  quitted  the  pursuit, 
which  he  would  never  renew,  howsoever  his 
heart  might  suffer  by  that  resolution  ;  though 
he  took  heaven  to  witness,  that  his  love, 
esteem,  and  admiration  of  her,  were  not  in 
liio  least  impaired  :  but  the  true  motive  of 
his  laying  aside  his  design,  was  the  conscious- 
ness of  his  decayed  fortune,  which,  by 
adding  to  the  sensibility  of  his  pride,  increas- 
ed the  horror  of  another  rcpu'se.  She  ex- 
pressed her  concern  for  this  determination, 
both  on  his  own  account,  and  in  behalf  of 
Emilia,  whose  happiness  (in  her  opinion)  de- 
pended upon  his  constancy  and  affection  ; 
and  she  would  have  questioned  him  more 
minutely  about  the  state  of  his  aflairs,  had 
he  not  discouraged  the  inquiry,  by  seeking  to 
introduce  another  subject  of  conversation. 

Afler  mutual  protestations  of  friendship 
and  regard,  he  promised  to  visit  her  often, 
during  her  residence  in  town ;  and  took  his 
leave  in  a  strange  perplexity  of  mind,  oc- 
casioned by  the  images  of  love,  intruding  up- 
on the  remonstrances  of  carking  care,  lie 
had  some  time  ago  forsaken  those  extra- 
vagant companions  with  whom  he  had  rioted 
in  the  heyday  of  his  fortune,  and  begun  to 
consort  with  a  graver  and  more  sober  species 
of  acquaintance:  but  he  now  found  himself 
disabled  from  culti\-ating  the  society  cf  these 
n!so,  who  were  men  of  ample  estates  and 
liberal  dispositions;  in  consequence  of  which, 
their  parties  were  too  expensive  for  the  con- 
sumptive state  of  his  finances  ;  so  that  he 
v/as  obliged  to  descend  to  another  degree, 
ftnd  n  ingle  with  a  set  of  old  bacheloj-s  and 

25- 


younger  brotiiers,  who  subsisted  on  slender 
annuities,  or  what  is  called  a  bare  com- 
petency in  the  public  funds.  This  associa- 
tion was  composed  of  second-hand  politiciani 
and  minor  critics,  who  in  the  forenoon 
saunter  in  the  Mall,  or  lounge  at  shows  of 
pictures,  appear  in  the  drawing-room  once 
or  twice  a-week,  dine  at  an  ordinary,  decide 
disputes  in  a  colleehuuse  witii  an  air  of 
superior  intelligence,  frequent  tlie  pit  of  the 
playhouse,  and  once  in  a  month  spend  ai. 
evening  with  some  noted  actor,  whose  re- 
markable sayings  tiiey  repeat  fur  the  enter- 
tainment of  their  ordinary  friends. 

After  all,  he  found  something  comfortable 
enough  in  the  company  of  these  gentlemen, 
who  never  interested  his  passions  to  any 
violence  of  transport,  nor  teased  hiin  with 
impertinent  curiosity  about  his  private  affairs  ; 
for  though  many  of  tlicm  had  maintained  a 
very  long,  close,  and  friendly  correspondence 
with  eaci)  other,  tiiey  never  dreamt  of  in- 
quiring into  particular  concerns  ;  and  if  one 
of  the  two  who  were  most  intimately  con- 
nected, had  been  asked  how  the  other  made 
a  shift  to  live,  he  would  have  answered  with 
great  truth,  "  Really,  that  is  more  than  I 
know."  Notwithstanding  this  phlegmatic 
indifference,  which  is  of  the  true  English 
production,  they  were  all  inoffensive,  good- 
natured  people,  who  loved  a  joke  and  a  song, 
delighted  in  telling  a  merry  story,  and  prided 
themselves  in  the  art  of  catering,  especially 
ill  the  articles  of  fish,  venison,  and  wild 
fowl. 

Our  young  gentleman  was  not  received 
among  them  on  the  footing  of  a  common 
member,  who  makes  interest  for  his  admiss- 
ion;  he  was  courted  as  a  person  of  superior 
genius  and  importance,  and  his  compiiaxiC'? 
looked  upon  as  an  honour  to  their  socie.y. 
This  their  idea  of  his  pre-eminence  was  sup- 
ported by  his  conversation,  which,  while  it 
was  more  liberal  and  learned  than  that  to 
which  they  had  been  accustomed,  was  tinctur- 
ed with  an  assuming  air,  so  agreeably  dif- 
fused, that,  instead  of  producing  aversion,  it 
commanded  respect.  They  not  only  appeal- 
ed to  him  in  all  doubts  relating  to  foreign 
parts,  to  which  one  and  all  of  them  were 
strangers,  but  also  consulted  his  knowledge 
in  history  and  divinity,  which  were  frequently 
the  topics  of  their  debates  ;  and  in  poetry  of 
all  kinds,  he  decided  with  such  magisterial 
authority,  as  even  weighed  against  the  opin- 
ions of  the  players  themselves.  The  variety 
of  characters  he  had  seen  and  observed,  and 
the  high  spheres  of  life  in  which  he  had  so 
lately  moved,  furnished  him  with  a  thousand 
entertaining  anecdotes.  When  he  became 
a  little  familiarized  to  his  disappointments, 
so  that  his  natural  vivacity  began  to  revive, 
he  flashed  among  them,  in  such  a  number  of 
bright  sallies,  as  struck  them  with  admiration, 
and  constituted  iiimself  a  classic  in  wit;  io 
somuch  that  tlicv  began  to   retail  his  rem 
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oantei,  and  evnn  invited  some  particular 
friends  to  come  and  hear  him  hold  forth. 
One  of  tJie  players,  who  had  for  many  5'ears 
strutted  about  tlie  taverns  in  the  neigiibour- 
hood  of  Covent-gardcn  as  tlie  Grand  Turk 
of  wit  and  humour,  began  to  find  liis  admi- 
rers melt  away  ;  and  a  certain  petulant  pliy- 
Bician,  who  had  shone  at  almost  all  the  port 
clubs  in  that  end  of  the  town,  was  actually 
obliged  to  import  his  talents  into  the  city, 
where  he  has  now  happily  taken  root. 

Nor  was  this  succcsfi  to  be  wondered  at,  if 
we  consider  that,  over  and  above  his  natural 
l^enius  and  education,  our  adventurer  still 
bad  the  opportunity  of  knowing  every  thing 
which  happened  among  the  great,  by  means 
of  his  friend  Cadwallader,  with  whom  he 
still  maintained  his  former  intimacy,  though 
it  was  now  chequered  with  many  occasional 
lifts,  owing  to  the  sarcastic  remonstrances 
of  the  misanthrope,  who  disapproved  of  those 
schemes  which  miscarried  with  Peregrine, 
and  now  took  unseasonable  methods  of  valu- 
ing himself  upon  his  own  foresight :  nay,  he 
was  between  whiles  like  a  raven  croaking 
presages  of  more  ill  luck  from  the  deceit  of 
the  minister,  the  dissimulation  of  his  patron, 
the  folly  of  the  projector,  for  whom  he  was 
Dound,  the  uncertainty  of  the  seas,  and  the 
^■illainy  of  those  with  whom  he  had  entrusted 
fiis  cash,  for  Crabtree  saw  and  considered 
every  thing  through  a  perspective  of  spleen, 
that  always  reflected  the  worst  side  of  human 
nature. 

For  these  reasons  our  young  gentleman 
began  to  be  disgusted,  at  certain  intervals, 
with  the  character  of  this  old  man,  whom 
he  now  thought  a  morose  cynic,  not  so  much 
incensed  against  the  follies  and  vices  of 
mankind,  as  delighted  with  the  distress  of 
his  fellow  creatures.  Thus  he  put  the  most 
unfavourable  construction  on  the  principles 
of  his  friend,  because  he  found  himself 
justly  fallen  under  the  lash  of  his  animad- 
version. 

Thus  self-accusation  very  often  dissolves 
the  closest  friendship;  a  man,  conscious  of 
his  own  indiscretion,  is  implacably  offended 
Bt  the  rectitude  of  his  companion's  conduct, 
which  he  considers  as  an  msult  upon  his  fail- 
mgs,  never  to  be  forgiven,  even  though  he 
has  not  tasted  the  bitterness  of  reproof, 
which  no  sinner  can  commodiously  digest. 
The  friendship,  therefore,  subsisting  between 
Crabtree  and  Pickle,  had  of  late  suffered 
several  symptomatic  shocks,  that  seemed  to 
prognosticate  a  total  dissolution  ;  a  great 
ileal  of  smart  dialogue  had  past  in  their  pri- 
vate conversations,  and  the  senior  began  to 
repent  of  having  placed  his  confidence  in 
Kuch  an  imprudent,  headstrong,  ungovernable 
youth. 

It  was  in  such  paroxysms  of  displeasure, 
that  he  prophesied  misfortune  to  Peregrine, 
vnd  even  told  him  one  morning,  that  he  had 
^r«amcd  of  the  shipwreck  of  the  two  East 


Indiamen,  on  beard  of  which  he  had  hazard, 
ed  his  money.  But  this  was  no  other  than  a 
false  vision ;  for  in  a  few  weeks,  one  of  them 
arrived  at  her  moorings  in  tlic  river,  and  he 
received  a  thousand  in  lieu  of  eight  hundred 
pounds  which  he  had  lent  upon  bond  to  one 
of  the  mates.  At  the  same  time  he  was  in- 
formed, that  the  other  ship,  in  which  he  wae 
concerned,  had,  in  all  probability,  lost  her 
passage  for  the  season,  by  being  unable  to 
weather  the  Cape.  He  was  not  at  all  con- 
cerned  at  that  piece  of  news,  knowing  that 
the  longer  he  should  lie  out  of  his  money,  he 
would  have  the  more  interest  to  receive* 
and  finding  his  present  difficulties  removeq 
by  this  supply,  his  heart  began  to  dilate,  and 
his  countenance  to  resume  its  former  alac- 
rity. 

This  state  of  exultation,  however,  was 
soon  interrupted  by  a  small  accident,  which 
he  could  not  foresee  :  he  was  visited  one 
morning  by  the  person  who  had  lent  hia 
friend  a  thousand  pounds  on  his  security, 
and  given  to  understand,  that  the  borrower 
had  absconded,  in  consequence  of  a  disap- 
pointment, by  which  he  had  lost  the  whole 
sum  and  all  hopes  of  retrieving  it ;  so  that 
our  hero  was  now  liable  for  the  debt,  which 
he  besought  him  to  discharge  according  tc 
the  bond,  that  he  (the  lender)  might  not 
suffer  by  his  humanity.  It  may  be  easily 
conceived  that  Peregrine  did  not  receive  this 
intelligence  in  cold  blood.  He  cursed  hia 
own  imprudence  in  contracting  such  engage- 
ments with  an  adventurer  whom  he  did  not 
sufficiently  know.  He  exclaimed  against 
the  treachery  of  the  projector;  and  having 
for  some  time  indulged  his  resentment  in 
threats  and  imprecations,  inquired  into  the 
nature  of  the  scheme  which  had  miscarried. 

The  lender,  who  had  informed  himself  of 
the  whole  affair,  gratified  his  curiosity  in 
this  particular,  by  telling  him  that  the  fugitive 
had  been  cajoled  by  a  certain  knight  of  the 
post,  who  undertook  to  manage  the  thousand 
pounds  in  such  a  manner  as  would,  in  a  very 
little  time,  make  him  perfectly  independent; 
and  thus  he  delineated  the  plan  :  "  one  half 
of  the  sum,"  said  he,  "shall  be  laid  out  in 
jewels,  which  I  will  pawn  to  certain  persons 
of  credit  and  fortune,  who  lend  money  upon 
such  pledges  at  an  exorbitant  interest.  The 
other  shall  be  kept  for  relieving  them,  bo 
that  they  may  be  again  deposited  with  a 
second  set  of  those  honourable  usurers ;  arid 
when  they  shall  have  been  circulated  in  this 
manner  through  a  variety  of  hands,  we  will 
extort  money  from  each  of  the  pawnbrokers, 
by  threatening  them  with  a  public  proseci- 
tion,  for  exacting  illegal  interest ;  and  I 
know  that  they  will  bleed  freely,  rather  than 
be  exposed  to  the  infamy  attending  such  nn 
accusation."  The  scheme  was  feasible,  and 
though  not  very  honourable,  made  such  an 
impression  upon  the  needy  borrower,  that  he 
assented  to  the  proposal ;  and  by  our  hero'a 
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credit  the  money  was  raised.  The  jewels 
were  accordinjjly  ])iirchased,  pa'vncd,  re- 
lieved, and  replodji^od  hy  the  ajrent,  who  un- 
dertook to  manage  the  whole  aflUir;  and  so 
judiciously  was  the  project  executed,  that  he 
could  have  easily  proved  each  lender  pfuT.ty 
of  the  charfjc.  Having  thus  tar  successfully 
transacted  the  business,  this  faithful  ao-ont 
visited  them  severally  on  his  own  account, 
to  give  them  intimation,  that  his  employer 
mtended  to  sue  them  on  the  statute  of  usury; 
upon  which,  every  one  for  himself  bribed  the 
informer  to  withdraw  his  evidence,  by  which 
alone  he  could  be  convicted ;  and  havin^f 
received  these  gratifications,  he  had  thought 
proper  to  retreat  into  France  with  the  whole 
booty,  including  the  original  thousand  that 
put  them  in  motion.  In  consequence  of  this 
decampment,  the  borrower  had  withdrawn 
himself;  so  that  the  lender  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  his  security. 

This  was  a  very  mortifying  account  to  our 
young  gentleman,  who  in  vain  reminded  the 
narrator  of  his  promise,  importing  tliat  he 
would  not  demand  the  money,  until  he 
should  be  called  to  an  account  by  his  ward  ; 
and  observed,  that,  long  before  that  period, 
the  fugitive  might  appear  and  discharge  the 
debt.  But  the  other  was  deaf  to  these  re- 
monstrances ;  alleging  that  his  promise  was 
provisional,  on  the  supposition  tiiat  the  bor- 
lower  would  deal  candidly  and  fairly;  that 
he  had  forfeited  all  title  to  his  friendship  and 
Lrust,  by  tlie  scandalous  scheme  in  which  he 
had  embarked  ;  and  that  his  treacherous 
flight  from  his  s'^curity  was  no  proof  of  his 
honesty  and  intended  return  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  a  warning,  by  which  he  (the  lender) 
was  taught  to  take  care  of  himself.  lie 
therefore  insisted  upon  his  being  indemnified 
immediately,  on  pain  of  letting  the  law  take 
its  course  ;  and  Peregrine  was  actually  ob- 
liged to  part  with  the  whole  sum  he  had  so 
lately  received.  But  this  payment  was  not 
made  without  extreme  reluctance,  indigna- 
tion, and  denunciation  of  eternal  war  against 
the  absconder  and  the  rigid  creditor,  betwixt 
whom  he  suspected  some  collusion. 


CHAPTER  XCI. 

Cadipallader  arts  the  part  of  a  comforter 
to  his  friend;  and  in  his  turn  is  consoled 
hy  Peref^rine,  xcho  begins  to  find  himself 
a  most  igregious  dupe. 

This  new  misfortune,  which  he  justly 
charged  to  the  account  of  his  own  folly,  re- 
called his  chagrin  ;  and  though  he  endeav- 
oured with  all  his  might  to  conceal  the 
affair  from  the  knowledge  of  Cadwallader, 
that  prying  observer  perceived  his  counte- 
nance overcast.  The  projector's  sudden  dis- 
appearance alarming  his  suspicion,  he  ma- 
naged his  inquiries  with  so  much  art,  that  in 
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a  few  days  he  made  himself  acquainted  with 
every  particular  of  the  transaction,  and  re- 
solved to  gratify  his  spleen  at  the  expense 
of  the  impatient  dupe.  With  this  view,  he 
took  an  opportunity  to  accost  him  with  a 
very  serious  air,  saying  a  friend  of  his  had 
immediate  occasion  for  a  thousand  pounds, 
and  as  Peregrine  had  the  exact  sum  lying  by 
him,  he  would  take  it  as  a  great  favour  if  he 
would  part  with  it  for  a  few  months  ou  un- 
doubted security.  Had  Pickle  known  the 
true  motive  of  this  demand,  he  would  in  all 
likelihood  have  made  a  very  disagreeable 
answer;  hut  Crabtreo  had  wrapt  himself  up 
so  securely  in  the  dissimulation  of  his  fea- 
tures, that  the  youth  could  not  possibly  pene 
trate  into  his  intention  ;  and  in  the  most 
galling  suspense  replied,  that  the  money 
was  otherwise  engaged.  The  misanthrope, 
not  contented  with  this  irritation,  assumed 
the  prerogative  of  a  friend,  and  questioned 
him  so  minutely  about  the  disposal  of  the 
cash,  that,  after  nuuiherless  evasions,  which 
cost  him  a  world  of  torture  to  invent,  he 
could  contain  his  vexation  no  longer,  but 
exclaimed,  in  a  rage, — "  damn  your  imperti- 
nence I  'tis  gone  to  the  devil,  and  that'-s 
enough!"  " Thereafter  as  it  may  be,"  (said 
this  tormentor,  with  a  most  provoking  in- 
difference of  aspect)  "  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  upon  what  footing;  for  I  suppose  you 
have  some  expectation  of  advantage  from 
that  quarter."  "Sdeath  !  sir,"  cried  the 
impatient  youth,  "if  I  had  any  expectation 
from  hell,  I  would  make  interest  with  you; 
for  I  believe,  from  my  soul,  you  arc  one  of 
its  most  favoured  ministers  upon  earth." 
With  these  words,  he  flung  out  of  the  room, 
leaving  Cadwallader  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  chastisement  ho  had  bestowed. 

Peregrine  having  cooled  himself  with  a 
solitary  w^ilk  in  the  park,  during  which  the 
violence  of  his  choler  gradiially  evaporated, 
and  his  reflection  was  called  to  a  serious  de- 
liberation upon  the  posture  of  his  affairs,  he 
resolved  to  redouble  his  diligence  and  ipi- 
portunity  with  his  patron  and  the  mini.ster, 
in  order  to  obtain  some  sinecure,  which 
would  iiidcmnif]v  him  f)r  the  damage  he  had 
sustained  on  tlioir  account.  He  accordingly 
went  to  liis  lordship  and  signified  his  demand, 
after  having  told  him,  that  he  had  suffered 
several  fresh  losses,  which  rendered  an  im- 
mediate provision  of  that  sort  necessary  to 
his  credit  and  subsistence. 

His  noble  friend  commended  him  f^)r  the 
regard  he  manifested  for  his  own  interest, 
which  he  considered  as  a  proof  of  his  being 
at  last  detached  from  the  careless  inadver- 
tencv  of  youth  ;  he  approved  of  his  demand, 
which  he  assured  him  should  be  faithfully 
transmitted  to  the  minister,  and  backed  with 
all  his  influence  ;  and  encouraged  his  hope 
by  observing,  that  some  profitable  places 
were  at  that  time  vacant,  and,  so  far  us  ho 
knew,  unengaged. 
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This  conversation  helped  to  restore  tlie 
tranquillity  of  Pickle's  breast,  thoucrh  he  still 
harboured  resentment  against  Cadwallader, 
on  account  of  the  last  insult ;  and  on  the 
instant  he  formed  a  plan  of  revenge.  He 
knew  the  misanthrope's  remittances  from 
his  estate  in  the  country  had  been  of  late 
very  scanty,  in  consequence  of  repairs  and 
bankruptcies  among  his  tenants  ;  so  that,  in 
spite  of  all  his  frugality,  he  had  been  but 
barely  able  to  maintain  his  credit,  and  even 
that  was  engaged  on  the  strength  of  his 
running  rent.  Being  therefore  in'jmately 
acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  his  for- 
tune, he  wrote  a  letter  to  Crabtree,  sub- 
scribed with  the  name  of  his  principal  fir- 
mer's  wife,  importing,  that  her  husband  being 
lately  dead,  and  the  greatest  part  of  her 
cattle  destroyed  by  the  infectious  di.stemper, 
she  found  herself  utterly  incapable  of  paying 
the  rent  which  was  due,  or  even  of  keeping 
the  farm,  unless  he  would,  out  of  his  great 
goodness,  ho  plea.scd  to  give  her  some  as- 
sistance, and  allow  her  to  sit  free  for  a 
twelvemonth  to  come.  This  intimation  he 
found  means  to  convey  by  post  from  a  market 
town  adjoining  to  the  farm,  directed  in  the 
usual  style  to  the  cynic,  who  seeing  it  stamp- 
ed with  the  known  marks,  could  not  possibly 
Buspect  any  imposition. 

Hackneyed  as  he  was  in  the  ways  of  life, 
dud  steeled  with  his  boasted  stoicism,  this 
epistle  throw  him  into  such  an  agony  of  vex- 
ation, that  a  double  proportion  of  souring 
was  visible  in  his  aspect,  when  he  was  visit- 
ed by  the  author,  who  having  observed  and 
followed  the  postman  at  a  proper  distance, 
introduced  a  conversation  upon  his  own 
disappointments,  in  which,  among  other 
circumstances  of  his  own  ill  luck,  he  told 
him,  that  his  patron's  steward  had  desired  to 
be  excused  from  paying  the  last  quarter  of 
his  interest  precisely  at  the  appointed  term, 
for  which  reason  he  should  be  utterly  void 
of  cash,  and  therefore  requested  tliat  Crab- 
tree  would  accommodate  him  with  a  hundred 
pieces  of  his  next  remittance  from  the 
country. 

This  demand  galled  and  perplexed  the  old 
man  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  muscles  of 
his  face  assumed  a  contraction  peculiarly 
virulent,  and  exhibited  the  character  of  Dio- 
genes with  a  most  lively  expression ;  he 
knew  that  a  confession  of  his  true  situation 
would  furnish  Pickle  with  an  opportunity  to 
make  reprisals  upon  him,  with  intolerable 
triumph  :  and  that  by  a  downright  refusal  to 
supply  his  wants,  he  would  for  ever  forfeit 
hi3  friend.ship  and  esteem,  and  might  provoke 
hin.1  to  take  ample  vengeance  for  his  sordid 
behaviour,  by  exposing  him,  in  his  native 
colours,  to  the  resentment  of  those  whom  he 
had  so  long  deceived.  These  considerations 
Kept  him  some  time  in  a  most  rancorous 
Btate  of  suspense,  which  Peregrine  affected 
fo  misinterpret,  by  bidding  him  freely  declare 


his  suspicion,  if  lie  did  not  think  it  safe  t4 
comply  with  his  request,  and  he  would  mak< 
shift  elsewhere. 

This  seeming  misconstruction  increased 
the  torture  of  the  misanthrope,  who,  with 
the  utmost  irritation  of  feature, — "Ocftis!" 
cried  he,  "what  villainy  have  you  noted  in 
my  conduct,  that  you  treat  me  like  a  rascally 
usurer  ]"  Peregrine  very  gravely  replied, 
that  the  question  needed  no  answer:  "for." 
said  he,  had  I  considered  you  as  an  usurer,  I 
would  have  come  with  a  security  under  my 
arm ;  but  all  evasion  apart,  will  you  stead 
me  ]  will  you  pleasure  me  ]  shall  I  have  the 
money?"  "Would  it  were  in  your  belly, 
with  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  I"  (exclaimed  the 
enraged  cynic)  "since  I  must  be  excruciat- 
ed, read  that  plaguy  paper  ! — Sblood  !  why 
didn't  nature  clap  a  pair  of  long  ears  and  a 
tail  upon  me,  that  I  might  be  a  real  ass,  and 
champ  thistles  on  some  common,  inde- 
pendent of  my  fellow-creatures'?  Would  1 
were  a  worm,  that  I  might  creep  into  the 
earth  and  thatch  my  habitation  with  a  single 
straw  :  or  rather  a  wasp  or  a  viper,  that  I 
might  make  the  rascally  world  feel  my  re- 
sentment. But  why  do  I  talk  of  rascality  ? 
fully,  folly  is  the  scourge  of  life  I  Give  me  a 
scoundrel  (so  he  be  a  sensible  one),  and  1 
will  put  him  in  my  heart  of  hearts;  but  a 
fool  is  more  mischievous  than  famine,  pesti- 
lence, and  war.  The  idiotical  hag  that 
writes,  or  causes  to  be  written,  this  same  letter, 
has  ruined  her  family,  and  broken  her  hus- 
band's heart,  by  ignorance  and  mismanage- 
ment;  and  she  imputes  her  calamity  to  Pro- 
vidence with  a  vengeance  ;  and  so  I  am  de- 
frauded of  three  hundred  pounds,  the  great- 
est part  of  which  I  owe  to  tradesmen,  whom 
I  have  promised  to  pay  this  very  quarter. 
Pox  upon  her !  I  would  she  were  an  horned 
beast,  that  the  distemper  might  lay  hold  on 
her.  The  beldame  has  the  impudence  too 
(after  she  has  brought  me  into  this  dilemma) 
to  solicit  my  assistance  to  stock  the  farm 
anew !  Before  God,  I  have  a  good  mind  to 
send  her  a  halter  ;  and  perhaps  I  might  pur- 
chase another  for  myself,  but  that  I  would 
not  furnish  food  for  laughter  to  knaves  and 
coxcombs." 

Peregrine  having  perused  the  billet,  and 
listened  to  this  ejaculation,  replied,  with 
great  composure,  that  he  was  ashamed  to 
see  a  man  of  his  years  and  pretensions  to 
philosophy  so  ruffled  by  a  trifle.  "What 
signify  all  the  boasted  hardships  you  have 
overcome,"  said  he,  "and  the  shrewd  ob- 
servations you  pretend  to  have  made  on 
human  nature  1  Where  is  that  stoical  indif- 
ference you  affirm  you  have  attained,  if  suck. 
a  paltry  disappointment  can  disturb  you  in 
this  manner !  What  is  the  loss  of  throe 
hundred  pounds,  compared  with  the  mis. 
fortunes  which  I  myself  have  undergone 
within  these  two  years  3  Yet  you  w:ll  take 
,  upon  you  to  act  the  censor,  and  inveijb 
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against  tlie  impatience  and  impetuosity  of 
jroutli,  as  if  you  yourself  had  gained  an  ab- 
solute conquest  over  all  the  passions  of  the 
heart.  You  were  so  i<ind  as  to  insult  nie 
t'other  day  in  my  affliction,  by  reproaching 
me  with  indiscretion  and  misconduct ;  sup- 
pose I  were  now  to  retort  the  imputation, 
and  ask  how  a  man  of  your  profound  saga- 
city could  leave  your  fortune  at  the  discre- 
tion of  ignorant  peasants  !  IIow  could  you 
be  so  blind  as  not  to  foresee  the  necessity  of 
repairs,  together  with  the  danger  of  bank- 
ruptcy, murrain,  or  thin  crop?  Why  did  you 
not  convert  your  land  into  ready  money,  and 
(as  you  have  no  connexions  in  life)  purchase 
an  annuity,  on  which  you  might  liavc  lived 
at  your  ease,  without  any  fear  of  tiie  conse- 
quence \ — Can't  you,  from  the  whole  budget 
of  your  philosophy,  cull  one  apothegm  to 
console  you  for  this  trivial  mischance  .'" 

••  Rot  your  rapidity,"  (said  the  cynic,  half 
choked  with  gall)  "  if  the  cancer  or  tlie 
pox  were  in  your  throat,  I  should  not  be  thus 
tormented  wilii  your  tongue;  and  yet  a  mag- 
pye  shall  speak  infinitely  more  to  the  pur- 
pose. Don't  you  know,  Mr  Wiseacre,  that 
my  case  does  not  fall  within  the  province  of 
philosophy]  Had  I  been  curtailed  of  all  my 
members,  racked  by  the  gout  and  gravel,  de- 
prived of  liberty,  robbed  of  an  only  child,  or 
visited  with  the  death  of  a  dear  friend  like 
vou,  philosophy  might  have  contributed  to 
my  consolation ;  but  will  philosophy  pay  my 
debts,  or  free  me  from  the  burden  of  obliga- 
tion to  a  set  of  fellows  whom  I  despise! 
—speak — pronounce — demonstrate — or  may 
heaven  close  your  mouth  for  ever!" 

"These  are  the  comfortable  fruits  of  your 
misanthrophy,"  answered  the  youth,  "  your 
laudable  scheme  of  detaching  yourself  from 
the  bonds  of  society,  and  of  moving  in  a  su- 
perior sphere  of  your  own.  Had  not  you 
been  so  peculiarly  sage  and  intent  upon  laugh- 
ing at  mankind,  you  could  never  have  been 
disconcerted  by  such  a  pitiful  inconvenience; 
any  friend  would  have  accommodated  you 
with  the  sum  in  question.  But  now  tlie 
world  may  retort  the  laugh;  for  you  stand 
'ipon  such  an  agreeable  fooling  with  your 
acquaintance,  that  nothing  could  please  them 
better  than  an  account  of  your  having  given 
disappointment  the  slip,  by  "the  help  of  a  noose 
properly  applied.  This  I  mention  by  way  of 
hint,  upon  which  I  would  have  you  chew  the 
cud  of  reflection  ;  and  should  it  come  to  that 
issue,  I  will  use  my  whole  interest  with 
the  coroner  to  bring  in  his  verdict  lunacy, 
that  your  carcass  nay  have  christian  burial." 
So  saying,  he  withdrew,  very  well  satisfied 
with  the  revenge  he  had  taken,  which  ope- 
rated so  violently  upon  Crabtree,  that,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  sole  consideration  men- 
tioned above,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
had  recourse  to  the  remedv  proposed.  But 
his  unwillingness  to  oblige  and  entertain  his 
*i9Uo',v-creatures  hindered  him  from  prax;tising 


that  expedient,  till,  by  course  of  poet,  he  wa* 
happily  undeceived  with  regard  to  the  situa- 
tion of  his  atfiiirs;  and  that  information  had 
such  an  ell'ect  upon  him,  that  he  not  only  for- 
gave our  hero  for  the  stratagem,  which  ho 
immediately  ascribed  to  tiie  riglit  autiior,  but 
also  made  him  a  tender  of  his  purse ;  S(j  that 
matters  for  the  present  were  brought  to  an 
amicable  accommodation. 

I\leanwhilo  Peregrine  never  slackened  in  ins 
attendance  upon  the  great;  ho  never  omitted 
to  appear  upon  every  levee  day,  employed 
his  industry  and  penetration  in  gutting  intel- 
ligence of  posts  that  were  unfilled,  and  every 
day  recommended  himself  to  the  good  offices 
of  his  patron,  who  seemed  to  espouse  his  in- 
terest with  great  cordiality ;  nevertheless,  he 
was  always  too  late  in  his  application,  or  the 
place  he  demanded  chanced  to  be  out  of  the 
minister's  gift. 

These  intimations,  though  communicated 
in  the  most  warm  professions  of  friendship 
and  regard,  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  young 
gentleman,  who  considered  them  as  the  eva- 
sions of  an  insincere  courtier,  and  loudly  com- 
plained of  them  as  such  to  his  lordship,  sig- 
nifying, at  the  same  time,  an  intention  to  sell 
his  mortgage  for  ready  money,  which  he 
would  expend  to  the  last  farthing  in  thwart-  i 
ing  his  honour,  in  the  very  first  election  hj 
should  patronise.  His  lordship  never  want- 
ed a  proper  exhortation  upon  these  occasions: 
he  did  not  now  endeavour  to  pacify  him  with 
assurances  of  the  minister's  favour,  because 
he  perceived  that  these  medicines  had,  by  re- 
peated  use,  lost  their  eflect  upon  our  adven- 
turer, whose  menaces  he  now  combated  by 
representing  tliat  the  minister's  purse  was 
heavier  than  that  of  INIr  Pickle ;  that,  there- 
fore, should  he  make  a  point  of  opposing  his 
interest,  the  youth  must  infallibly  fail  in  the 
contest;  in  which  case  he  would  find  himself 
utterly  destitute  of  the  means  of  subsistence, 
and  consequently  precluded  from  all  hope  of 
provision. 

This  was  an  observation,  the  truth  of  which 
our  young  gentleman  could  not  pretend  to 
doubt,  though  it  did  not  at  all  tend  to  the 
vindication  of  his  honour's  conduct.  Indeed 
Pickle  began  to  suspect  the  sincerity  of  his 
own  patron,  who,  in  his  opinion,  had  trifled 
with  his  impatience,  and  even  eluded,  by  sor- 
ry excuses,  his  desire  of  having  another  pri- 
vate audience  of  the  first  mover.  His  lordship 
also  began  to  be  less  accessible  than  usual ; 
and  Peregrine  had  been  obliged  to  dun  the 
steward  with  repeated  demands,  before  he 
could  finger  the  last  quarter  of  his  interest. 

Alarmed  by  these  considerations,  he  went 
and  consulted  the  nobleman  whom  he  had 
obliged  in  the  affair  of  his  son,  and  had  the 
mortification  to  hear  but  a  very  iiidifTcrent 
character  of  the  person  in  whom  he  had  so 
longconfided.  Tiiis  new  adviser,  who  (though 
a  courtier)  was  a  rival  of  the  other,  gave  oui 
adventurer  to  understand,  that  he  had  be^r 
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leaning  upon  a  broken  reed;  that  his  professed 
patron  was  a  man  of  a  shattered  fortune  and 
decayed  interest,  which  extended  no  farther 
than  a  smile  and  a  whisper;  that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  should  have  been  proud  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  use  his  influence  with  the  minister 
in  behalf  of  Mr  Pickle — "but  since  you  have 
put  yourself  under  the  protection  of  another 
peer,"  said  he,  "  whose  connexions  interfere 
with  mine,  I  cannot  now  espouse  your  cause, 
without  incurring  the  imputation  of  seducing 
that  nobleman's  adherents — a  charge  which, 
of  all  others,  I  would  most  carefully  avoid. 
However,  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  assist 
you  with  my  private  advice,  as  a  specmien 
of  which,  I  now  counsel  you  to  insist  upon 
having  another  interview  with  Sir  Steady 
Steerwell  himself,  that  you  may  in  person  ex- 
plain your  pretensions,  without  any  risk  of 
being  misrepresented ;  and  endeavour,  if  poss- 
ible, to  draw  him  into  some  particular  pro- 
mise, from  which  he  cannot  retract,  with  any 
regard  to  his  reputation ;  for  general  profess- 
ion is  a  necessary  armour  worn  by  all  minis- 
ters in  their  own  defence,  against  tlie  impor- 
tunity of  those  whom  they  will  not  befriend, 
and  would  not  disoblige." 

This  advice  was  so  conformable  to  his  own 
sentiments,  that  our  adventurer  seized  the 
first  opportunity  to  demand  a  hearing,  and 
plainly  told  his  patron  that,  if  he  could  not 
oe  indulged  with  that  favour,  he  should  look 
upon  his  lordship's  influence  to  be  very  small, 
and  his  own  hopes  to  be  altogether  despe- 
rate; in  which  case  he  was  resolved  to  dis- 
pose of  the  mortgage,  purchase  an  annuity, 
and  live  independent. 


CHAPTER  XCIL 

He  is  indulged  with  a  second  audience  ly 
the  minister,  of  whose  sincerity  he  is  con- 
vinced— His  pride  and  ambition  revive, 
and  again  are  mortijied. 

If  the  young  gentleman's  money  had  been 
in  other  hands,  perhaps  the  peer  would  have 
been  at  very  little  pains,  either  in  gratifying 
his  demand,  or  opposing  his  revenge;  but  he 
knew  that  the  sale  of  the  mortgage  could 
not  he  efTected  without  an  inquirj%  to  which 
he  did  nol.  wish  to  be  exposed.  He  there- 
fore employed  all  his  interest  in  procuring 
the  solicited  audience.  This  being  granted, 
Peregrine,  with  great  warmth  and  elocution, 
expatiated  upon  the  injury  his  fortune  had 
Bufl^ered  in  the  afl^air  of  the  borough,  for  which 
he  had  stood  candidate;  he  took  notice  of 
the  disappointment  he  had  sustained  in  the 
•)ther  election,  reminded  him  of  the  promises 
with  which  he  iiad  been  amused,  and,  in  con- 
;;lusion,  desired  to  know  what  he  had  to  ex- 
pect from  his  favour. 

The  minister  hadng  patiently  heard  him 
f)  an  end,  rcjd-ed,  with  a  most  grdcious  as- 


pect, that  he  was  very  well  informed  of  hia 
merit  and  attachment,  and  very  much  dispos. 
ed  to  convince  him  of  the  regard  which  he 
paid  to  both  ;  that  till  of  late  lie  did  not  know 
the  nature  of  his  expectations,  neither  had 
he  the  power  of  creating  posts  for  those  whom 
he  was  inclined  to  serve;  but  if  Mr  Pickle 
would  chalk  out  any  feasible  method  by  which 
he  could  manifest  his  sentiments  of  friend- 
ship, he  should  not  be  backward  in  executing 
the  plan. 

Peregrine,  laymg  hold  on  this  declaration, 
mentioned  several  places  which  he  knew  to 
be  vacant;  but  the  old  evasion  was  still  used; 
one  of  them  was  not  in  his  department  of 
business,  another  had  been  promised  to  the 
third  son  of  a  certain  earl  before  the  death 
of  the  last  possessor,  and  a  third  was  encum- 
bered with  a  pension  that  eat  up  a  good  half 
of  the  appointments.  In  short,  such  ob- 
structions were  started  to  all  his  proposals 
as  he  could  not  possibly  surmount,  though  he 
plainly  perceived  they  were  no  other  than 
specious  pretexts  to  cover  the  mortifying  side 
of  a  refusal.  Exasperated,  therefore,  at  this 
lack  of  sincerity  and  gratitude, — "I  can 
easily  foresee,"  said  he,  "  that  such  diiScuI- 
ties  will  never  be  wanting,  when  I  have  any 
thing  to  £Lsk;  and  for  that  reason  will  save 
myself  the  trouble  of  any  farther  application." 
So  saying,  he  withdrew  in  a  very  abrupt  man- 
ner, breathing  defiance  and  revenge.  But 
his  patron,  who  did  not  think  proper  to  drive 
him  to  extremities,  found  means  to  persuade 
his  honour  to  do  something  for  the  pacifica- 
tion  of  the  young  man's  choler;  and  that  same 
evening  our  adventurer  received  a  message 
from  his  lordship,  desiring  to  see  him  imme- 
diately. 

In  consequence  of  this  intimation,  Pickle 
went  to  his  house,  and  appeared  before  him 
with  a  very  cloudy  aspect,  which  signified, 
to  whom  it  might  concern,  that  his  temper 
was  at  present  too  much  galled  to  endure  re- 
proof; and  therefore  the  sagacious  peer  for- 
bore to  take  him  to  task  for  his  behaviour 
during  the  audience  he  had  obtained;  but 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  the  minister,  in 
consideration  of  his  services,  had  sent  him  a 
note  of  three  hundred  pounds,  with  a  promise 
of  the  like  sum  yearly,  until  he  could  be  other- 
wise provided  for.  This  declaration  in  some 
measure  appeased  the  youth,  who  condescend- 
ed to  accept  the  present;  and,  next  levee 
day,  made  his  acknowledgement  to  the  do- 
nor, who  favoured  him  with  a  smile  of  infi- 
nitc  complacency,  which  entirely  dissipated 
all  the  remains  of  his  resentment;  for,  as  he 
could  not  possibly  divine  the  true  cause  of 
his  being  temporized  with,  he  looked  upon 
this  condescension  as  an  undoubted  proof  of 
Sir  Steady's  sincerity,  and  firmly  believed 
that  he  would  settle  him  in  some  place  with 
the  first  opportunity,  rather  than  continue  to 
pay  this  pension  out  of  his  own  pocket.  In 
all  probability,  his  prediction  would  have  been 
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••erified,  liad  not  an  unforeseen  accident  in  a 
luoincnl  overvvhelined  tlie  bark  of  iiis  interest 
at  coui^. 

Meanwhile,  this  sliort  gleam  of  good  for- 
tune recalled  the  ideas  of  pride  and  ambition 
which  lie  had  formerly  clierished.  His  coun- 
tenance was  again  lifted  up,  his  good  lui- 
iiour  retrieved,  and  his  mien  re-c.\alted.  In- 
deed, he  began  to  be  considered  as  a  rising 
man  by  his  fellow  dependents,  who  saw  the 
particular  notice  with  which  he  was  favoured 
at  the  public  levee ;  and  some  of  them,  for 
that  reason,  were  at  pains  to  court  his 
good  graces.  He  no  longer  shunned  his 
former  intimates,  with  whom  a  good  part  of 
his  fortune  had  been  spent,  but  made  up  to 
them  in  all  places  of  public  resort,  with  the 
same  ease  and  familiarity  as  he  had  been  used 
to  express,  and  even  reimbarked  in  some  of 
flieir  excesses,  upon  the  strength  of  his  san- 
guine expectation.  Cadwallader  and  he  re- 
newed their  consultations  in  the  court  of 
ridicule;  and  divers  exploits  were  achieved, 
to  the  confusion  of  those  who  had  sailed  into 
the  north  of  their  displeasure. 

But  these  enjoyments  were  soon  interrupt- 
ed by  a  misfortime  equally  fatal  and  unex- 
pected; his  noble  patron  was  seized  with  an 
apoplectic  fit,  from  which  he  was  recovered 
by  the  piiysicians,  that  they  might  despatch 
him  according  to  rule;  and,  in  two  months 
after  they  were  called,  he  went  the  way  of 
all  flesh.  Peregrine  was  very  much  afflicted 
at  this  event,  not  only  on  account  of  his 
friendship  for  the  deceased,  to  whom  he 
tiiought  himself  under  many  and  great  obli- 
gations, but  also  because  he  feared  that  his 
own  interest  would  suffer  a  severe  shock,  by 
the  removal  of  this  nobleman,  whom  he  con- 
sidered as  its  chief  support.  He  put  himself 
therefore  in  mourning,  out  of  regard  to  the 
memorj'-of  his  departed  friend,  and  exhibited 
genuine  marks  of  sorrow  and  concern,  though 
he  had  in  reality  more  cause  to  grieve  than  he 
as  yet  imagined. 

When  quarter-day  came  about,  he  applied 
to  the  steward  of  his  lordship's  heir  for  the 
interest  of  his  money,  as  usual;  and  the  reader 
will  readily  own  he  had  some  reason  to  be 
surprised,  when  he  was  told  lie  had  no  claim 
either  to  principal  or  interest.  True  it  is, 
the  manager  talked  very  civilly  as  well  as 
sensibly  on  the  subject.  "  Your  appearance, 
sir,"  said  he  to  Pickle,  "  screens  you  from 
all  suspicion  of  an  intended  fraud ;  but  ti.o 
mortgage  upon  those  lands  you  mention  was 
granted  to  another  person  many  years  before 
vou  pretend  to  have  lent  that  sum ;  and  I 
have,  this  very  morning,  paid  one  quarter's 
interest,  as  appears  from  this  receipt,  which 
you  may  peruse  for  your  satisfaction." 

Peregrine  was  so  thunderstruck  at  this  in- 
formation, which  stripped  him  of  his  all,  that 
he  could  not  utter  one  word;  a  circumstance 
Jiat  did  no  great  honourto  his  character  in  tlie 
"oin'on  of  the  steward,  wlio.in  good  earnest. 


began  to  entertain  some  doubts  of  his  integ- 
rity: for,  aiuung  the  ])apers  of  the  deceased, 
which  he  had  exuniinod,  tliorc  was  no  wri- 
ting, nieninrandiini,  or  receipt,  relating  to  this 
incumbrance.  Alter  a  long  |)aiis(!  of  stupefac- 
tion. Peregrine  recollected  liimself  so  far  as  to 
observe,  that  either  he  was  egregiously  mis- 
taken, or  the  predecessor  of  hid  lord  tho 
greatest  villain  upon  earth.  "  But,  Mr  Whal- 
(i'yecallum,"  said  he,  "  you  must  give  me 
leave  to  tell  you,  that  your  bare  assertion  in 
this  affair  will  by  no  means  induce  me  to 
put  up  quietly  with  the  loss  of  ten  tiiousand 
pounds." 

Having  thus  expressed  himself,  ho  retired 
from  the  house  so  discontented  at  this  demur, 
that  he  scarce  knew  whether  he  moved  upon 
his  head  or  heels;  and  tiie  Park  chancing  to 
lie  in  his  way,  he  sauntered  about,  giving 
vent  to  a  soliloquy  in  prais-e  of  his  departed 
friend,  tiie  burden  of  which  was  a  string  of 
incoherent  curses  imprecated  upon  himself, 
till  his  transports  by  degrees  giving  way  to 
his  reflection,  he  deliberated  seriously  and 
sorrowfully  upon  his  misfortune,  and  resolved 
to  consult  lawyers  without  loss  of  time.  But, 
first  of  all,  he  proposed  to  make  personal  ap- 
plication to  the  heir,  who,  by  a  candid  repre- 
sentation of  the  case,  might  be  inclined  to  do 
him  justice. 

In  consequence  of  this  determination,  he 
next  morning  put  his  writings  in  his  pocket, 
and  went  in  a  chair  to  the  house  of  the  young 
nobleman,  to  whom  being  admitted  by  virtue 
of  his  appearance,  and  a  small  gratification 
to  the  porter,  he  explained  the  whole  affair, 
corroborating  his  a.ssertions  with  the  papers 
which  he  produced,  and  describing  the  dis- 
grace that  would  be  entailed  on  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  should  he  bo  obliged  to  seek 
redress  in  a  public  court  of  justice. 

The  executor,  who  was  a  person  of  good 
breeding,  condoled  with  him  upon  his  loss  vvitii 
great  good-nature,  though  he  did  not  seem 
much  surprised  at  his  account  of  the  matter; 
but  wished,  that,  since  the  fraud  must  have 
been  committed,  the  damage  had  fallen  upon 
tlio  first  mortgagor  who  (he  said)  was  a 
thievish  usurer,  grown  rich  by  the  distresses 
of  his  fellow-creatures.  In  answer  to  our 
hero's  remonstrances,  he  observed,  that  he 
did  not  look  upon  himself  as  obliged  to  pav 
the  leas^  regard  to  the  character  of  his  pre- 
decessor, wlio  had  used  him  with  great  bar- 
barity  and  injustice,  not  only  in  excluding 
him  from  his  countenance  and  assistance, 
but  also  in  prejudicing  liis  inheritance  aa 
much  as  lay  in  his  power ;  so  that  it  could  not 
be  reasonably  expected  that  he  would  pay 
ten  thousand  pounds  of  his  debt,  for  which 
he  had  received  no  value.  Peregrine,  in 
spite  of  his  chagrin,  could  not  help  owning 
within  himself,  that  there  was  a  good  deal  ol 
reason  in  this  refusal.  After  having  give-.i 
loose  to  his  indignation,  in  the  niost  violent 
invectives  against  the  defunct,  he  took  his 
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leave  of  tlie  complaisant  heir,  and  had  imme- 
.liate  recourse  to  the  advice  of  counsel,  wiio 
assured  liim  that  he  had  an  excellent  plea, 
and  was  accordingly  retained  in  the  cause. 

All  these  measures  were  taken  in  the  first 
vigour  of  his  exertion,  during  which  his  spi- 
-ils  were  so  fluttered  with  the  diversity  of 
assions  produced  by  his  mischance,  that  he 
mistook  for  equanimity  that  which  was  no 
other  than  intoxication  ;  and  two  whole  days 
elapsed,  before  he  attained  a  due  sense  of  his 
misfortune.  Then  indeed  he  underwent  a 
woful  self-examination ;  every  circumstance 
of  the  inquiry  added  fresh  pangs  to  his  reflec- 
tion ;  and  the  result  of  the  whole  was  a  dis- 
covery, that  his  fortune  was  totally  consumed, 
and  himself  reduced  to  a  state  of  the  most 
deplorable  dependence.  This  suggestion 
alone  might  (in  the  anguish  of  his  despon- 
dency) have  driven  him  to  some  desperate 
course,  had  it  not  been  in  some  measure  qual- 
ified by  the  confidence  of  his  lawyers  and  the 
assurance  of  the  minister,  which  (slender  as 
the  world  hath  generally  found  thorn)  were 
the  only  bulwarks  between  misery  and  him. 

Tlie  mind  is  naturally  pliable,  and,  provid- 
ed it  has  the  least  hope  to  lean  upon,  adapts 
itself  wonderfully  to  the  emergencies  of  for- 
tune, especially  when  the  imagination  is  gay 
and  luxuriant.  This  was  tlie  case  with  our 
adventurer;  instead  of  indulging  the  melan- 
choly ideas  which  his  loss  inspired,  he  had 
recourse  to  the  flattering  delusions  of  hope, 
soothing  himself  with  unsubstantial  plans  of 
future  greatness,  and  endeavouring  to  cover 
what  was  past  with  the  veil  of  oblivion. 

After  some  hesitation,  he  resolved  to  make 
Crabtree  acquainted  with  his  misfortune,  that 
once  for  all  he  might  pass  the  ordeal  of  his 
satire,  without  subjecting  himself  to  a  long 
series  of  sarcastic  hints  and  doubtful  allu- 
sions, which  he  could  not  endure.  He  ac- 
cordingly took  the  first  opportunity  of  telling 
him,  that  he  was  absolutely  ruined  by  the 
perfidy  of  his  patron,  and  desired  that  he 
would  not  aggravate  his  affliction  by  those 
cynical  remarlcs  which  were  pecvdiar  to  men 
of  his  misanthropical  disposition.  Cadwalla- 
der  listened  to  this  declaration  with  internal 
surprise,  which,  however,  produced  no  alte- 
ration in  his  countenance,  and,  afler  some 
pause,  observed,  that  our  hero  had  no  reason 
to  look  for  any  new  observation  from  him 
upon  this  event,  which  he  had  long  foreseen, 
and  daily  expected ;  and  exhorted  him,  with 
an  ironical  sneer,  to  console  himself  with 
the  promise  of  the  minister,  who  would  doubt- 
ess  discharge  the  debts  of  his  deceased  bo- 
som-friend. 


CHAPTER  XCHL 

Peri-ffrrne  commits  himself  to  the  public, 
and  is  admitted  member  of  a  college  of 
autho'^s. 


The  bitterness  of  this  explanation  being 
passed,  our  young  gentleman  began  to  revolve 
within  himself  schemes  for  making  up  the 
deficiencies  of  his  yearly  income,  svhich  was 
now  so  grievously  reduced,  and  determined 
to  profit,  in  some  shape  or  other,  by  those 
talents  which  he  owed  to  nature  and  educa- 
tion. He  had,  in  his  affluence,  heard  of  se- 
veral authors,  who,  without  any  pretensions 
to  genius,  or  humane  literature,  earned  a  very 
genteel  subsistence  by  undertaking  work  for 
booksellers,  in  which  reputation  was  not  at  all 
concerned.  One  (for  example)  professed  all 
manner  of  translation,  at  so  much  per  sheet, 
and  actually  kept  five  or  six  amanuenses  con- 
tinually employed,  like  so  many  clerks  in  a 
counting-house ;  by  which  means  he  was  en- 
abled to  live  at  his  ease,  and  enjoy  his  friend 
and  his  bottle,  ambitious  of  no  other  charac- 
ter than  that  of  an  honest  man  and  a  good 
neighbour.  Another  pnjjected  a  variety  of 
plans  for  new  dictionaries,  which  were  exe- 
cuted under  his  eye  by  day-labourers ;  and 
the  province  of  a  third  was  history  and  voy- 
ages, collected  or  abridged  by  understrappers 
of  the  same  class. 

Mr  Pickle,  in  his  comparisons,  paid  such 
deference  to  his  own  capacity,  as  banished 
all  doubts  of  his  being  able  to  excel  any  of 
those  undertakers  in  their  different  branches 
of  profession,  if  ever  he  should  be  driven  to 
that  experiment ; — ^but  his  ambition  prompt- 
ed him  to  make  his  interest  and  glory  coin- 
cide, by  attempting  some  performance  which 
should  do  him  honour  with  the  public,  and 
at  tiie  same  time  establish  his  importance 
among  the  copy-purchasers  in  town.  "With 
this  view  he  worshipped  the  muse ;  and  con- 
scious of  the  little  regard  which  is,  in  this 
age,  paid  to  every  species  of  poetic  compo- 
sition, in  which  neither  satire  nor  obscenity 
occurs,  he  produced  an  imitation  of  Juvenal, 
and  lashed  some  conspicuous  characters,  with 
equal  truth,  spirit,  and  severity.  Though 
his  name  did  not  appear  in  the  title-page  of 
this  production,  he  managed  matters  so,  as 
tliat  the  work  was  universally  imputed  to  the 
true  author,  who  was  not  altogether  disap- 
pointed in  his  expectations  of  success  ;  for  the 
impression  was  immediately  sold  cff,  and  the 
piece  became  the  subject  of  conversation  in 
all  assemblies  of  taste. 

This  happy  exordium  not  only  attracted 
the  addresses  of  the  booksellers,  who  made 
interest  for  his  acquaintance,  but  also  rou.?ed 
the  notice  of  a  society  of  authors,  who  styled 
themselves  the  College,  from  which  he  was 
honoured  with  a  deputation,  ofl^ering  to  enrol 
him  a  member  by  unanimous  consent.  The 
person  employed  for  this  purpose  being  a  bard 
who  had  formerly  tasted  of  our  hero's  bounty, 
used  all  his  eloquence  to  persuade  him  to 
comply  with  the  advances  of  their  fraternity, 
which  he  described  ^n  such  a  manner  as  in- 
flamed the  cariosity  of  Pickle,  who  dismissed 
the  ambassador,  with  an  acknowledgement  ol 
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the  great  honour  tlioy  conferred  upon  him, 
ind  a  t'aitlifiil  promise  of  eiidoavoiirinir  to 
t.ierit  the  contimianco  ofthoir  approbation. 

lie  was  afiorwards,  by  the  same  minister, 
instructed  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  college  : 
and,  in  consequence  of  his  information,  com- 
posed an  ode,  to  be  publicly  recited  on  the 
evening  of  his  introduction.  He  understood 
that  this  constitution  was  no  other  than  a 
body  of  authors,  incorporated  by  mutual  con- 
sent, for  their  joint  advantage  and  satisfac- 
tion; opposed  to  another  assembly  of  the 
6umo  kind,  their  avowed  enemies  and  detrac- 
tors. No  wonder,  then,  that  they  sought  to 
strengthen  themselves  with  such  a  valuable 
acquisition  as  our  hero  was  like  to  prove. 
The  college  consisted  of  authors  only,  and 
these  of  all  degrees  in  point  of  reputation, 
from  the  fabricator  of  a  song  set  to  music, 
and'sung  at  Marybonc,  to  the  dramatic  bard 
who  had  appeared  in  buskins  upon  the  stage; 
nay,  one  of  the  members  had  actually  finish- 
ed eight  books  of  an  epic  poem,  for  the  pub- 
lication of  which  he  was  at  that  time  solicit- 
ing subscriptions. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  such  a  congre- 
gation of  the  sons  of  Apollo  \vould  sit  a  whole 
evening  with  order  and  decorum,  unless  they 
were  vmder  the  check  of  some  established  au- 
thority ;  and  this  inconvenience  having  been 
foreseen,  they  had  elected  a  president,  vested 
with  full  power  to  silence  any  member  or 
members  that  should  attempt  to  disturb  the 
harmony  and  subordination  of  the  whole. 
The  sage,  who  at  this  time  possessed  the 
chair,  was  a  person  in  years  whose  counte- 
nance was  a  lively  portraitr.re  of  that  ran- 
corous discontent  which  follows  repeated 
damnation.  He  had  been  extremely  unfortu- 
nate in  his  theatrical  productions,  and  was 
(to  use  the  words  of  a  profane  wag,  who  as- 
sisted at  the  condemnation  of  his  last  play) 
by  this  time  damned  beyond  redemption. 
Nevertheless,  he  still  tarried  about  the  skirts 
of  Parnassus,  translating  some  of  the  classics, 
and  WTiting  miscellanies;  and,  by  dint  of  an 
invincible  assurance,  supercilious  insolence, 
the  most  undaunted  virulence  of  tongue,  and 
some  knowledge  of  life,  he  made  shift  to  ac- 
quire and  maintain  the  character  of  a  man  of 
earning  and  wit,  in  the  opinion  of  people 
who  had  neither;  that  is,  thirty-nine  in  forty 
of  those  with  whom  he  associated  himself. 
He  was  even  looked  npon  in  this  light  by 
some  few  of  the  crdlege ;  though  the  major 
part  of  those  who  favoured  his  election  were 
Euo.i  as  dreaded  his  malice,  respected  his  ex- 
ficrience  and  ceniority,  or  hated  his  competi- 
tor, who  was  the  epic  poet. 

The  chief  end  of  this  society  (as  I  have 
already  hinted)  was  to  assist  and  support 
each  other  in  their  i)roductions,  which  they 
mutually  recommended  to  sale,  with  all  their 
art  and  influence,  not  only  in  private  conver- 
sation, but  also  m  occasional  epigrams,  criti- 
cisms,  aid   ndvertisements   inserted   in   the 
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public  papers.  This  science,  which  is  known 
by  the  vulgar  appellation  of  jniffing,  they 
carried  to  such  a  pitch  of  finesse  that  an 
author  very  otlen  wrote  an  abusive  answer 
to  his  own  performance,  in  order  to  intlame 
the  curiosity  of  the  town,  by  which  it  liad 
been  overlooked.  Notwithstanding  this  ge- 
neral unanimity  in  the  college,  a  private 
animosity  had  long  subsisted  between  the 
two  rivals  1  have  mentioned,  on  account  of 
precedence,  to  which  both  laid  claim,  though, 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  it  had  been  decided  in 
favour  of  the  present  ciiairman.  The  grudge 
indeed  never  proceeded  to  any  degree  of 
outrage  or  defiance,  but  manifested  itself,  at 
every  meeting,  in  attempts  to  eclipse  each 
other  in  smart  sayings  and  pregnant  repar- 
tee  ;  so  that  there  was  always  a  delicate  mess 
of  this  kind  of  wit  served  up  in  the  front  of 
the  evening,  for  the  entertainment  and 
example  of  the  junior  members,  who  never 
failed  to  divide  upon  this  occasion,  declaring 
themselves  for  one  or  other  of  the  combat- 
ants, whom  they  encouraged  by  their  looks, 
gestures,  and  applause,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  dispute. 

This  honourable  consistory  was  held  in 
the  best  room  of  an  ale-house,  which  afford- 
ed wine,  punch,  or  beer,  suitable  to  the  purse 
or  inclination  of  every  individual,  who  se- 
parately paid  for  his  own  choice ; — and  here 
was  our  hero  introduced  in  the  midst  of 
twenty  strangers,  who,  by  their  looks  and 
equipage,  formed  a  very  picturesque  variety 
He  was  received  with  a  most  gracious  so- 
lemnity,  and  placed  upon  the  right  hand 
of  the  president,  who,  having  commanded 
silence,  recited  aloud  his  introductory  ode, 
which  met  with  universal  apj)robation. 
Then  was  tendered  to  him  the  customary 
oath,  obliging  him  to  consult  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  the  society  as  ftir  as  it  should 
lie  in  his  power,  in  every  station  of  life;  and 
this  being  taken,  his  temjdes  were  bound 
with  a  wreath  of  laurel,  which  was  kept 
sacred  for  such  inauguration. 

When  these  rites  were  performed  with  all 
due  ceremony,  the  new  member  cast  hia 
eves  around  the  place,  and  took  a  more  ac- 
curate survey  of  his  brethren,  among  whom 
he  observed  a  strange  collection  of  periwigs, 
with  regard  to  the  colour,  fashions,  and  di- 
mensions, which  were  such  as  he  had  never 
seen  before.  Those  who  sat  on  each  sidt;. 
nearest  the  president,  were  generally  dis- 
tinguished by  venerable  ties,  the  foretops  o/ 
which  exhibited  a  surprising  diversity  ;  som* 
of  them  rose  slanting  backwards,  like  tho 
glacis  of  a  fortification;  some  were  elevated 
in  two  distinct  eminences,  like  the  hills  He- 
licon and  Parnassus;  and  others  were  curled 
and  reflected,  as  the  horns  of  Jupiter  Am- 
mon.  Ne.xt  to  these,  the  majors  took  place, 
ir.ar.v  of  which  were  mere  succedanea,  made 
by  the  application  of  an  occasional  rose  te 
the  tail  of^a  lank  bob;  and  in  the  lower  forn' 
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appeared  masses  of  hair,  which  would  admit 
of  no  description. 

Their  clothes  were  tolerably  well  suited  to 
the  furniture  of  their  heads,  tlie  apparel  of 
tlie  upper  bench  being  decent  and  clean, 
while  that  of  the  second  class  was  thread- 
bare and  soiled;  and,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
room,  he  perceived  divers  efforts  made  to 
conceal  their  rent  breeclies  and  dirty  linen ; 
nay,  he  could  distinguish  by  tlieir  counten- 
ances the  different  kinds  of  poetry  in  which 
they  exercised  the  muse  :  He  saw  Tragedy 
conspicuous  in  a  grave  solemnity  of  regard, 
Satire  louring  in  a  frown  of  envy  and  dis- 
content, Elegy  whining  in  a  funeral  aspect, 
Pastoral  doznig  in  a  most  insipid  languor  of 
face.  Ode-writing  dehneated  in  a  distracted 
stare,  and  Ei)igram  squinting  with  a  pert 
Hueer.  Perhaps  our  hero  rehned  too  much 
in  his  penetration,  when  lie  affirmed,  that 
over  and  above  these  discoveries,  he  could 
plainly  perceive  the  state  of  every  one's 
rinancos,  and  would  have  undertaken  to  have 
guessed  each  particular  sum,  without  vary- 
ing three  farthings  from  the  truth. 

The  conversation,  instead  of  becoming 
general,  began  to  fall  into  parties  ;  and -the 
epic  poet  had  actually  attracted  tiie  attention 
of  a  private  committee,  when  the  chairman 
interposed,  calling  aloud, — "  No  cabals,  no 
conspiracies,  gentlemen."  His  rival  think- 
ing it  incumbent  upon  him  to  make  some 
reply  to  this  rebuke,  answered, — "  We  have 
no  secrets  ;  he  that  hath  ears,  let  liim  hear." 
This  was  spoken  as  an  intimation  to  the 
company,  whose  looks  Vv'ere  instantly  whet- 
ted with  the  expectation  of  their  ordinary 
meal ;  but  the  president  seemed  to  decline 
the  contest ;  for,  without  putting  on  his 
lightin.sf  face,  he  calmly  replied,  that  he  had 
.seen  Mr  Metaphor  tip  the  wink,  and  whisper 
to  one  of  his  confederates,  and  thence  judg- 
ed, that  there  was  something  mysterious  on 
the  carpet. 

The  epic  poet,  believing  his  antagonist 
crestfallen,  resolved  to  take  the  advantage 
of  his  dejection,  that  he  might  enhance  his 
own  character  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  stranger; 
and,  with  that  view,  asked,  with  an  air  of 
exultation,  if  a  man  might  not  be  allowed  to 
iiave  a  convulsion  in  liis  eye,  without  being 
suspected  of  a  conspiracy  ]  The  president, 
perceiving  his  drift,  and  piqued  at  his  pre- 
sumption,— "To  be  sure,"  said  he,  "a  man 
of  II  weak  head  may  be  very  well  supposed 
lO  nave  convulsions  in  his  eyes."  This  re- 
partee produced  a  laugh  of  triumpli  among 
the  cnainnjin's  adherents;  one  of  wliom  ob- 
served, that  his  rival  had  got  a  smart  rap  on 
the  pate.  "  Yes,"  replied  the  bard,  "  in  that 
respect  l\Ir  Chairman  has  the  advantage  of 
uie.  Had  my  head  been  fortified  with  a 
bornwork,  I  should  not  have  been  so  sensible 
o(  the  stroke."  This  retort,  which  carried 
t  severe  allusion  to  the  president's  wife, 
lighted  up  the  countenances  of  tlic  aggress- 


or's friends,  which  had  begun  to  be  a  little 
obumbrated  ;  and  had  a  contrary  effect  upon 
the  other  faction,  till  their  chief,  collectii'.g 
all  his  capacity,  returned  the  salute,  by  oh 
serving  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  f 
horn-work,  when  the  covered-way  wa«  n»»* 
worth  defending. 

Such  a  reprisal  upon  Mr  Metaphor's  yoke 
fellow,  who  was  by  no  means  remarkabh 
for  her  beauty,  could  not  fail  to  operate  upoi 
the  hearers ;  and  as  for  the  bard  himself,  In 
was  evidently  ruffled  by  the  reflection ;  to 
which,  however,  he,  without  hesitation,  re- 
plied,— "Egad!  'tis  my  opinion,  that  if  your 
covered  way  was  laid  open,  few  people  would 
venture  to  give  the  assault."  "Not  unless 
their  batteries  were  more  effectual  than  the 
fire  of  your  wit,"  said  the  president.  "As 
for  that  matter,"  cried  the  other  with  preci- 
pitation, "they  would  have  no  occasion  to 
batter  in  breach  ;  they  would  find  the  angle 
of  the  lapitcelle  bastion  demolished  to  their 
hands:  he!  he!"  "But  I  believe  it  would 
surpass  your  understanding,"  resumed  the 
chairman,  "  to  fill  up  the  fosse."  "  That,  I 
own,  is  impracticable,"  replied  the  bard, 
"there  I  should  meet  with  an  hiatus  maxitne 
de/lendus .'" 

The  president,  exasperated  at  this  insinu- 
ation, in  presence  of  the  new  member,  e.x- 
claimcd,  with  indignation  in  his  looks,— 
"and  yet,  if  a  body  of  pioneers  were  set  at 
work  u])on  your  skull,  they  would  find  rub- 
bish enough  to  choke  up  all  the  common 
sewers  in  town."  Here  a  groan  was  uttered 
by  the  admirer?  ■)f\he  epic  poet,  who,  taking 
a  pincii  of  snuff  with  great  composure,— 
"when  a  man  grows  scurrilous,"  said  he,  " 
take  it  for  an  undoubted  proof  of  his  over 
throw."  "If  that  be  the  case,"  cried  the 
other,  "you  yourself  must  be  the  vanquished 
party,  for  you  was  the  first  that  was  driven 
to  personal  abuse."  "I  appeal,"  answered 
the  bard,  "  to  those  who  can  distinguish^ 
Gentlemen,  your  judgment." 

This  reference  produced  an  universal  cla- 
mour, and  the  whole  college  was  involved  in 
confusion.  Every  man  entered  into  dispute 
with  his  neighbour  on  the  merits  of  this 
cause.  The  chairman  interposed  his  author- 
ity in  vain ;  the  noise  grew  louder  and  louder; 
the  disputants  waxed  warm  ;  the  epithets  of 
blockhead,  fool,  and  scoundrel,  werehand'iea 
about.  Peregrine  enjoyed  the  uproar,  and, 
leapmg  upon  the  table,  sounded  the  charge 
to  battle,  which  was  immediately  commeii. 
ced  in  ten  different  duels.  The  lights  were 
extinguished ;  the  combatants  thrashed  one 
another  without  distinction  ;  the  mischievous 
Pickle  distributed  sundry  random  blows  in 
the  dark  ;  and  the  peojjle  below,  being 
alarmed  with  the  sound  of  application,  the 
overturning  of  chairs,  and  the  outcries  of 
those  who  were  engaged,  came  up  stairs  m  a 
body  with  liirhts  to  reconnoitre,  and,  if  pose 
ible,  quell  this  hideous  tumult. 
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Objects  wero  no  sooner  rendered  visible, 
than  the  field  of  bailie  exhibited  strange 
groups  ot"the  st:inding  and  the  fallen.  Each 
of  Mr  Metaplior's  eyes  was  surrounded  with 
a  circle  of  a  livid  hue ;  and  the  president's 
nose  distilled  .1  quantity  of  clotted  blood. 
One  of  the  trag-ic  authors,  findinj^  himself 
assaulted  in  tlie  dark,  had,  by  way  of  a 
poniard,  employed  upon  his  adversary's  throat 
a  knife  which  lay  upon  the  table,  for  the  con- 
venience of  cutting  cheese;  but,  by  the  bless- 
inw  of  God,  the  edge  of  it  was  not  keen 
enough  to  enter  the  skin,  which  it  had  only 
ecratchcd  in  divers  places.  A  saiirist  liad 
almost  bit  ofi'  the  ear  of  a  lyric  bard.  Shirts 
l.nd  neckcloths  were  torn  to  rags  ;  and  there 
was  such  a  woful  wreck  of  periwigs  on  the 
floor,  ihat  no  examination  could  adjust  the 
property  of  the  owners,  the  groatest  part  of 
whom  were  obliged  to  use  handkerchiefs  by 
way  of  nightcaps. 

The  fray,  however,  ceased  at  the  approach 
of  those  who  interposed ;  part  of  the  com- 
batants being  tired  of  an  exercise  in  which 
they  had  received  nothing  but  hard  blows; 
part  of  them  being  intiniidaled  by  the  re- 
monstrances of  the  landlord  and  his  com- 
pany, who  threatened  to  call  the  watch  ;  and 
a  very  few  being  ashamed  of  the  scandalous 
dispute  in  which  they  were  detected.  But 
though  the  battle  was  ended,  it  was  imposs- 
ible, for  that  evening,  to  restore  harmony 
and  good  order  to  the  society,  which  broke 
up,  after  the  president  had  pronounced  a 
short  and  confused  apology  to  our  adven- 
turer, for  the  indecent  uproar  which  htid  un- 
•orlunately  happened  on  the  first  night  of 
his  admission. 

Indeed,  Peregrine  deliberated  with  him- 
self, whether  or  not  his  reputation  would 
allow  him  to  appear  again  among  this  vener- 
able fraternity ;  but,  as  ho  knew  some  of 
them  to  be  men  of  real  genius,  how  ridicu- 
lous soever  their  carriage  might  be  modified, 
and  was  of  that  laughing  disposition,  which 
is  always  seeking  food  for  mirth,  as  Horace 
observes  of  Philippus, 

Rs'jus  undique  lujerit  ; 

he  resolved  to  frequent  the  college,  notwith- 
standing this  accident  which  happened  at  his 
inauguration ;  being  thereto,  moreover,  in- 
duced by  his  desire  of  knowing  the  private 
history  of  the  stage,  with  which  he  su|)posed 
some  of  the  members  perfectly  well  acquaint- 
ed. He  was  also  visited,  before  the  next 
meeting,  h,  his  introductor,  who  assured 
him,  that  such  a  tumult  had  never  happened 
lince  the  first  institution  of  the  assembly, 
til)  that  very  night ;  and  promised,  that,  for 
the  future,  he  should  have  no  cause  to  be 
L'candalized  at  their  behaviour. 

Persuaded  by  these  motives  and  assur- 
ances, he  trusted  himself  once  more  in  the 
midst  of  their  co.nmunity,  and  every  thing 
•»ruceeded  with  great  decorum  ;   all  dispute 
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and  altercation  were  avoided,  and  the  college 
applied  itself  .seriously  to  the  purposes  of  its 
meeting,  namely,  to  hear  the  grievances  of 
individuals,  and  assist  them  with  salutary 
advice.  The  first  person  that  craved  rcdresa 
was  a  noisy  North  Briton,  who  compliiined, 
in  a  strange  dialect,  that  he  had,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  season,  presented  a  comedy 
to  the  manager  of  a  certain  theatre,  who 
after  it  had  lain  six  weeks  in  his  hands,  re- 
turned it  to  the  author,  atlirming  there  was 
neither  sense  nor  English  in  the  perform- 
ance. 

The  president,  who,  by-lhe-by,  had  revis- 
ed the  piece,  thinking  his  own  rci)Utation 
concerned,  declared,  in  presence  of  the  wholrt 
society,  that,  with  regard  to  sense,  he  would 
not  undertake  to  vindicate  the  production  ; 
but,  in  point  of  language,  no  fault  could  be 
justly  laid  to  its  charge:  "The  case,  how- 
ever, is  very  plain,"  said  he  ;  "the  manager 
never  gave  himself  the  trouble  to  peruse  the 
play,  but  formed  a  judgment  of  it  from  the 
conversation  of  the  author,  never  dreaming 
that  it  had  undergone  the  revisal  of  an  Eng- 
lish writer  ;  be  mat  as  it  will,  you  are  infi- 
nitely obliged  to  hiin  for  having  dispatched 
you  so  soon,  and  I  shall  have  the  belter  opin- 
ion of  him  for  it  so  long  as  I  live  ;  for  I  have 
known  otherguise  authors  than  you,  that  is^ 
in  point  of  interest  and  fame,  kept  in  con- 
tinual attendance  and  dependence  during  the 
best  part  of  their  lives,  and,  atler  all,  disap- 
pointed in  the  expectation  of  seeing  their 
performances  exhibited  on  the  stage." 


CHAPTER  XCIV. 

Further  proceedings  of  the  college. 

This  afiair  was  no  sooner  discussed,  than 
another  gentleman  exhibited  a  complaint, 
signifying,  that  he  had  undertaken  to  trans- 
late into  English  a  certain  celebrated  author, 
who  had  been  cruelly  mangled  by  former  at- 
tempts ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  his  design  took 
air,  the  proprietors  of  those  miserable  trans- 
lations had  endeavoured  to  prejudice  his 
work,  by  industrious  insinuations,  contrary 
to  truth  and  fair  dealing,  importing,  that  he 
(lid  not  understand  one  word  of  the  language 
which  he  pretended  to  translate.  This  being 
a  case  that  nearly  concerned  tlie  greatcsi 
part  of  the  audience,  it  was  taken  into  seri- 
ous deliberation  :  some  observed,  that  it  was 
not  only  a  malicious  effort  against  the  plain- 
tiff,  but  also  a  spiteful  advertisement  to  the 
public,  tending  to  promote  an  inquiry  into 
the  abilities  of  all  other  translators,  few  ol 
whom,  it  was  well  known,  were  so  qualified 
as  to  stand  the  test  of  such  examination 
Others  said,  that  over  and  above  this  con- 
sideration, which  ought  to  have  its  due 
weight  with  the  college,  there  was  a  necess- 
ity for  concerting  measures  to  humble  tlie 
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presumption  of  booksellers,  who  had,  from 
time  immemorial,  taken  all  opportunities  to 
oppress  and  enslave  their  authors  ;  not  only 
by  limiting  men  of  genius  to  the  wages  of 
journeymen  tailors,  M-ithout  even  allowing 
ihem  one  sabbath  in  tiie  week,  but  also  in 
taking  such  advantages  of  their  necessities 
as  were  inconsistent  with  justice  and  hu- 
manity. "For  e.vamplc,"  said  one  of  the 
IT  embers,  "  after  I  myself  had  acquired  a 
little  reputation  with  the  town,  I  was  caress- 
ed by  one  of  those  tyrants,  who  professed  a 
friendship  for  me,  and  even  supplied  me  with 
money,  according  to  the  exigences  of  rny 
situation  ;  so  that  I  looked  upon  him  as  the 
mirror  of  disinterested  benevolence ;  and 
had  he  known  my  disposition,  and  treated 
me  accordingly,  I  should  have  written  for  him 
upon  his  own  terms.  After  I  had  used  his 
friendship  in  this  manner  for  some  time,  I 
happened  to  have  occasion  for  a  small  sum 
of  money,  and  with  great  confidence  made 
another  application  to  my  good  friend;  when 
all  of  a  sudden  he  put  a  stop  to  his  generosi- 
ty, refused  to  accommodate  me  in  the  most 
abrupt  and  mortifying  style ;  and  though  I 
was  at  that  time  pretty  far  advanced  in  a 
work  for  his  benefit,  which  was  a  sufficient 
security  for  what  I  owed  him,  he  roundly 
asked,  how  I  proposed  to  pay  the  money 
which  I  had  already  borrowed]    Thus  was  I 

used  like  a  young  w just  come  upon  the 

tov/n,  whom  the  bawd  allows  to  run  into  her 
debt,  that  she  may  have  it  in  her  power  to 
oppress  her  at  pleasure  ;  and  if  the  sufferer 
r;omplains,  she  is  treated  like  the  most  un- 
grateful wretch  upon  earth ;  and  that  too 
with  such  appearance  of  reason,  as  may 
easily  mislead  an  unconcerned  spectator. 
'  You  unthankful  drab!'  she  will  say,  'didn't 
[  take  you  into  my  hous?.  when  you  hadn't  a 
sliifl  to  your  back,  a  petticoat  to  your  tail, 
nor  a  morsel  of  bread  to  put  into  your  belly? 
lla'nt  I  clothed  you  from  head  to  foot  like  a 
gentlewoman,  supported  you  with  board, 
lodging,  and  all  necessaries,  till  your  own 
e.x'travagance  hath  brought  you  into  distress; 
and  now  you  have  the  impudence,  you  nasty, 
stinking,  brimstone  bungaway !  to  say  you 
are   hardly  dealt  with,  when  I  demand  no 

more  than  my  ownl'     Thus  the  w and 

the  author  are  equally  oppressed,  and  even 
lefl  without  the  melancholy  privilege  of  com- 
j)laining  ;  so  that  they  are  fain  to  subscribe  to 
such  terms  as  their  creditors  shall  please  to 
impose." 

This  illustration  operated  so  powerfully 
upon  the  conviction  and  resentment  of  the 
whole  college,  that  revenge  was  universally 
denounced  against  those  who  had  aggrieved 
!he  plaintiff;  and,  af\cr  some  debate,  it  was 
iigreed,  that  he  should  make  a  new  transla- 
tion of  some  other  saleable  book,  in  opposi- 
tion to  a  former  version  belonging  to  the  de- 
linquents, and  print  it  in  such  a  small  size 
as  would  enable  him  to  undersell  their  proper- 


ty ;  and  that  this  new  translation  should  b« 
recommended  and  introduced  into  the  worlo 
with  the  whole  art  and  influence  of  the 
society. 

This  affair  being  settled  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  present,  an  author  of  some  character 
stood  up,  and  craved  the  advice  and  assist- 
ance of  his  fellows,  in  punishing  a  certain 
nobleman  of  great  pretensions  to  taste,  who, 
in  consequence  of  a  production  which  tliie 
gentleman  had  ushered  into  the  world  with 
universal  applause,  not  only  desired,  but  even 
eagerly  courted  his  acquaintance.  "He  in- 
vited me  to  his  house,"  said  he,  "where  J 
was  overwhelmed  with  civility  and  profess- 
ions of  friendship.  He  insisted  upon  my 
treating  him  as  an  intimate,  and  calling  upon 
him  at  all  hours,  without  ceremony;  he  made 
rne  promise  to  breakfast  with  him  at  least 
three  times  a-week :  in  sMort,  I  looked  upon 
myself  as  very  fbrtunatn,  in  meeting  with 
such  advances  from  a  map  of  his  interest 
and  reputation,  who  had  it  in  his  power 
to  befriend  me  effectually  in  my  passage 
through  life  ;  and,  that  I  r.jight  not  give  him 
any  cause  to  think  I  neglected  his  friend- 
ship, I  went  to  his  houso  in  two  days,  with 
a  view  of  drinking  chocolate,  according  to 
appointment ;  but  he  had  been  so  much  fa- 
tigued with  dancing  at  an  assembly  over 
niglxt,  that  his  valet-de-chambre  would  not 
A'Cnture  to  wake  him  so  early;  and  I  left  my 
compliments  to  his  lordship,  with  a  perfonr.- 
ance  in  manuscript,  which  he  had  e.xpress'^d 
a  most  eager  desire  to  peruse.  I  repeated 
my  visit  next  morning,  that  his  impatience 
to  see  me  might  not  have  some  vinlesif.  effect 
upon  his  constitution  ;  and  rece'whii  a  mess- 
age from  his  minister,  signifying,  /,/iathehad 
been  highly  entertained  with  the  manuscript 
I  had  lefl,  a  great  part  of  which  he  had  read, 
but  was  at  present  so  busy  in  contriving  a 
proper  dress  for  a  private  masquerade,  which 
would  be  given  that  same  evening,  that  he 
could  not  have  the  pleasure  of  my  company 
at  breakfast.  This  was  a  feasible  excuse, 
which  I  admitted  accordingly,  and  in  a  day 
or  two  appeared  again,  when  his  lordship 
was  particularly  engaged.  This  might  poss- 
ibly be  the  case  ;  and  therefore  I  returned 
the  fourth  time,  in  hopes  of  finding  him 
more  at  leisure  ;  but  ho  had  gone  out  about 
half  an  hour  before  my  arrival,  and  left  my 
performance  with  his  valct-de-chambre,  who 
assured  me,  that  his  lord  had  perused  it  with 
infinite  pleasure.  Perhaps  I  might  have  re- 
tired very  well  satisfied  with  this  declaration, 
had  not  I  in  my  passage  through  the  hall, 
heard  one  of  the  footmen  upon  the  top  of 
the  stair-case  pronounce  with  an  audible 
voice, — 'Will  your  lordship  pleitse  to  be  at 
home  when  he  calls?'  It  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed  that  1  was  jjleased  at  this  discovery, 
whicli  I  no  sooner  made,  than,  turningto  mv 
conductor,  '  I  find,'  said  I,  •  his  lordship  ia 
disposed  to  be  abroad  to  more  people  than 
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me  this  inorniiio;.'  The  fellow  (ihouirh  a 
vaJct-de-chambre)  blushcilatlhisobservaliou; 
mid  I  withdrew,  not  a  lillle  irritated  at  tlie 
peer's  disingeiuiity,  and  fully  reaolved  to 
fc-pare  liirn  my  visits  fur  the  future.  It  was 
not  long  at\er  this  occasion,  that  1  happened 
to  meet  him  in  the  Park;  and  being  naturally 
civil,  I  could  nut  juiss  him  without  a  saluta- 
tion of  the  hat,  which  he  returned  in  the 
most  distant  manner,  though  we  were  both 
•solitary,  and  not  a  soul  within  view  ;  and 
when  that  very  performance,  wliicli  he  had 
applauded  so  warmly,  was  lately  published  by 
subscription,  lie  did  nut  bespeak  so  much  as 
one  copy.  I  have  ofceii  reflected  with 
wonder  upon  this  inconsistency  in  his  con- 
duct. I  never  courted  his  patronage,  nor 
indeed  thought  of  his  name,  until  he  made 
interest  for  my  acquaintance  ;  and  if  lie  was 
disappointed  in  my  conversation,  why  did  he 
press  me  so  much  to  further  connexion  !" 

"  The  case  is  very  clear,"  cried  the  chair- 
man, interrupting  him,  "  he  is  one  of  those 
connoisseurs  who  set  up  for  taste,  and  value 
themselves  upon  knowing  all  men  of  genius, 
\shora  they  would  be  tiiought  to  assist  in 
llieir  productions.  I  will  lay  an  even  bet 
'.Mth  any  man,  that  his  lordship,  on  the 
strength  of  that  slender  interview,  together 
vith  the  opportunity  of  having  seen  your 
|.jerforniancc  in  manuscript,  has  already  hint- 
.'^d  to  every  company  in  which  he  is  convers- 
ant, that  you  solicited  his  assistance  in  re- 
touching the  piece,  which  you  have  now  of- 
tered  to  the  public,  and  that  he  was  pleased 
10  favour  you  with  his  advice,  but  found  you 
obstinately  bigoted  to  your  own  opinion,  in 
Rome  points  relating  to  those  very  passages 
which  have  not  met  with  the  approbation  of 
the  town.  As  for  his  caresses,  there  was 
nothing  at  all  extraordinary  in  his  behaviour. 
By  that  time  you  have  lived  to  my  age,  you 
will  not  be  surprised  to  see  a  courtier's  pro- 
mise and  performance  of  a  different  com- 
plexion ;  not  but  that  I  would  willingly  act 
as  an  auxiliary  in  your  resentment." 

The  opinion  of  the  president  was  strength- 
ened by  the  concurrence  of  all  the  members ; 
and  all  other  complaints  and  memorials 
being  deferred  till  another  sitting,  the  college 
proceeded  to  an  exercise  of  wit,  whi.li  was 
generally  performed  once  every  foriiiight, 
with  a  view  to  promote  the  expectoration 
of  genius.  The  subject  was  occasionally 
chosen  by  the  chairman,  who  opened  the 
game  with  some  shrewd  remark  naturally 
arising  from  the  conversation  ;  and  then  the 
ball  was  tossed  about,  from  one  corner  of  the 
Item  to  the  other,  according  to  the  motions 
of  the  spirit. 

That  the  reader  may  have  a  just  idea  of 
this  spor*.,  and  of  the  abilities  of  those  who 
carried  it  on,  I  shall  repeat  the  sallies  of  this 
Bvenmg,  according  to  the  order  and  success- 
'on  in  which  they  escaped.  One  of  the 
members  observing  that  Mr  Afetaphor  was 
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absent,  was  told  by  the  person  who  sat  next 
to  him,  that  the  poet  hud  foul  weather  at 
home,  and  could  not  stir  abroad.  "  What ;" 
(said  the  president  interposing,  with  tho 
signal  upon  his  countenance)  "is  he  wind- 
bound  in  port.'"  "  VViiiebound,  I  suppose," 
cried  another.  "Hooped  with  wine!  a 
strange  metaphor!"  said  the  third.  "Not 
if  he  has  got  into  a  iiogshead,"  answered  the 
fourth.  "  The  hogshead  will  sooner  get  into 
him," — replied  a  lifiii, — "it  must  be  a  ',;m 
or  an  ocean.  "  "  Nc  wonder,  then,  if  lie 
should  be  overwhelmed,"  said  a  sixth,  "if 
he  should,"  cried  a  seventh,  "he  will  cast  up 
when  his  gall  breaks."  "  That  must  be  very 
soon,"  roared  an  eightii,  "  for  it  has  been  long 
reauy  to  burst."  "  No,  no,"  ooserved  a 
ninth,  "  he'll  stick  fast  at  the  bottom,  take 
my  word  for  it ;  ho  has  a  natural  alacrih) 
in  sinking."  "And  yet,"  remarked  a  tenth, 
"  I  have  seen  him  in  the  clouds."  "  Then 
was  he  cloudy,  I  suppose,"  cried  the  cleventlr 
"so  dark,"  replied  tiie  other,  "  that  his  mean- 
ing could  not  be  perceived."  "  For  all  that,' 
said  the  twelfth,  "  he  is  easily  seen  through." 
"  Vou  talk,"  answered  the  thirteenth,  "as  if 
his  head  v.\is  made  of  glass."  "  No,  no," 
cried  a  fourteenth,  "his  head  is  made  of 
more  durable  stuff;  it  will  bend  before  it 
breaks."  "Yet  I  have  seen  it  broken,"  re- 
sumed the  president.  "Did  you  perceiva 
any  wit  come  out  at  the  hole  !"  said  another. 
"  ilis  wit,"  replied  the  chairman,  "is  too 
subtile  to  be  perceived." 

A  third  mouth  was  just  opened,  when  the 
exercise  was  suddenly  interrupted  by  the 
dreadful  crv  of  fire,  which  issued  from  the 
kitchen,  and  involved  the  whole  college  in 
confusion.  Every  man  endeavouring  to  be 
the  first  in  making  his  exit,  the  door  and 
passage  were  blocked  up ;  each  individual 
was  pommelled  by  the  person  that  happened 
to  be  behind  him.  This  communication 
produced  noise  and  exclamation  ;  clouds  of 
smoke  rolled  upwards  into  the  apartment, 
and  terror  sat  on  every  brow  ;  when  Pere- 
grine, seeing  no  prospect  of  retreating  by 
the  door,  opened  one  of  the  windows,  and 
fairly  leaped  into  the  street,  where  he  found 
a  crowd  of  people  assembled  to  contribute 
their  assistance  in  extinguishing  the  flames. 
Several  members  of  the  college  followed  his 
example,  and  happily  accomplished  their 
escape  :  the  chairman  himself,  being  unwill- 
ing to  use  the  same  expedient,  stood  tremb- 
ling on  the  brink  of  descent,  dubious  of  hie 
own  agility,  and  dreading  the  consequence 
of  such  a  leap,  when  a  chair  happenii.g  to 
pass,  he  laid  hold  on  the  opportunity,  and  by 
an  exertion  of  his  muscles,  pitched  upon  the 
top  of  the  carriage,  which  was  immediately 
overturned  in  the  kennel,  to  the  grievous 
annoyance  of  the  fare,  wiiich  happened  to  he 
a  certain  effeminate  beau,  in  full  dress,  on 
his  way  to  a  private  assembly. 

This  phantom,  hearing  the  noise  ovcrheao, 
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and  feeling  the  shock  of  beino'  overthrown 
at  the  same  time,  thought  that  some  whole 
tenement  had  fallen  upon  the  chair,  and,  in 
the  terror  of  being  crushed  to  pieces,  uttered 
II  scream,  which  the  populace  supposed  to 
[•roceed  from  the  mouth  of  a  woman  ;  and 
ilierefore  went  to  his  assistance,  while  the 
chairmen,  instead  of  ministering  to  his  oc- 
casions, no  sooner  recollected  themselves, 
tiian  they  ran  in  pursuit  of  their  overthrower, 
vviio,  being  accustomed  to  escape  from  bail- 
iffs, dived  into  a  dark  alley,  and  vanishing 
in  a  trice,  was  not  visible  to  any  living  soul, 
until  he  appeared  next  day  on  Tower-hill. 

The  humane  part  of  the  mob,  who  bestir- 
red themselves  for  the  relief  of  the  supposed 
lady,  no  sooner  perceived  their  mistake  in 
the  appearance  of  the  beau,  who  stared 
around  him  with  horror  and  affright,  than 
their  compassion  was  changed  into  mirth, 
and  they  began  to  pass  a  great  manv  un- 
savoury jokes  upon  his  misfortune,  which 
lliey  now  discovered  no  inclination  to  al- 
leviate ;  and  he  found  himself  very  uncomfort- 
ably beset,  when  Pickle,  pitying  his  situa- 
tion, interposed  in  his  behalf,  and  prevailed 
upon  the  chairmen  to  carry  him  into  the 
house  of  an  apothecary  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, to  whom  his  mischance  proved  a  very 
advantageous  accident;  for  the  fright  operat- 
ed so  violently  upon  his  nerves,  that  he  was 
seized  with  a  delirium,  and  lay  a  whole  fort- 
night deprived  of  his  senses  ;  during  which 
period  he  was  not  neglected  in  point  of  me- 
aicines,  food,  and  attendance,  but  royally 
regaled,  as  appeared  by  the  contents  of  his 
landlord's  bill. 

Our  adventurer  having  seen  this  unfortu- 
nate beau  safely  housed,  returned  to  the 
scene  of  the  other  calamity,  which,  as  it  was 
no  other  than  a  foul  chimney,  soon  yielded 
to  the  endeavours  of  the  family,  and  was 
happily  overcome,  without  any  other  bad 
consequence  than  that  of  alarming  the  neigh- 
bours, disturbing  the  college,  and  disorder- 
ing the  brain  of  a  beau. 

Eager  to  be  acquainted  with  the  particular 
constitutions  of  a  society  which  seemed  to 
open  upon  him  by  degrees,  Mr  Pickle  did 
not  fail  to  appear  at  the  next  meeting,  when 
several  petitions  were  laid  before  the  board, 
in  behalf  of  those  members  who  were  con- 
fined in  the  prisons  of  the  Fleet,  Marshalsea, 
and  King's  Bench.  As  those  unhappy  au- 
thors expected  nothing  from  their  brethren 
but  advice  and  good  offices,  which  did  not 
concern  t1ie  purse,  the  memorials  were  con- 
sidered with  great  care  and  humanity ;  and 
upon  this  occasion.  Peregrine  had  it  in  his 
power  to  manifest  his  importance  to  the  com- 
.Tiuiiity;  for  he  happened  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  creditor  of  one  of  the  prisoners,  and 
knew  that  gentleman's  severity  was  owing 
lo  his  resentment  at  the  behaviour  of  the 
debtor,  who  had  lampooned  him  in  print, 
because  he  refused  to  comply  with  a  fresh 


demand,  after  he  had  lent  him  money  to  tha 
amount  of  a  considerable  sum.  Our  young 
gentleman,  therefore,  understanding  that  the 
author  was  penitent,  and  disposed  to  make  a 
reasonable  submission,  promised  to  employ 
his  influence  with  the  creditor  towards  an 
accommodation;  and  in  a  few  days  actual!'' 
obtained  his  release. 

The  social  duties  being  discharged,  'he 
conversation  took  a  general  turn,  and  several 
new  productions  were  freely  criticised ;  those 
especially  which  belonged  to  authors  who 
were  either  unconnected  with,  or  unknown 
to  the  college.  Nor  did  the  profession  of 
stage-playing  escape  the  cognizance  of  the 
assembly;  a  deputation  of  the  most  judicious 
members  being  sent  weekly  to  each  theatre, 
with  a  view  of  making  remarks  upon  the  per- 
formance of  the  actors.  The  censors  for  the 
preceding  week  were  accordingly  called  upon 
to  give  in  their  report ;  and  the  play  which 
they  had  reviewed  was  the  Revenge. 

"  Mr  Q — ,"  said  the  second  censor,  "  take 
him  all  in  all,  is  certainly  the  most  complete 
and  unblemished  performer  that  ever  appeared 
on  our  stage,  notwithstanding  the  blind  ado- 
ration which  is  paid  to  his  rival.  I  went  two 
nights  ago,  with  an  express  design  to  criticise 
his  action:  I  could  find  no  room  for  censure, 
but  infinite  subject  for  admiration  and  ap- 
plause. In  Pierre  he  is  great,  in  Othello 
excellent,  but  in  Zanga  beyond  all  imitation. 
Over  and  above  the  distinctness  of  pronun- 
ciation, the  dignity  of  attitude,  and  express- 
ion of  face,  his  gestures  are  so  just  and  sig- 
nificant, that  a  man,  though  utterly  bereft  o. 
the  sense  of  hearing,  might,  by  seeing  him 
only,  understond  the  meaning  of  every  word 
he  speaks !  Sure  nothing  can  be  more  ex- 
quisite than  his  manne./  of  telling  Isabella 
how  Alonzo  behaved,  when  he  found  the 
incendiary  letter  wnici/  he  had  dropt  by  the 
Moor's  direction ,  and  when,  to  crown  his 
•vengeance,  he  clujcovers  himself  to  be  the 
contriver  of  ail  c.ib  mischief  that  had  happen- 
ed, he  manncscs  a  perfect  masterpiece  of 
action,  in  piuiiouncing these  four  little  mono- 
syllables, knoio  then,   twas~ — /." 

Peregrine  having  eyed  the  critic  some 
minutes,  "  I  fancy,"  said  he,  "  your  praise 
must  be  ironical,  because,  in  the  very  two 
situations  you  mention,  I  think  I  have  seen 
that  player  out-herod  Herod,  or,  in  other 
words,  exceed  all  his  other  extravagances. 
The  intention  of  the  author  is,  that  the  Moo.' 
should  communicate  to  his  confidant  a  piece 
of  information  contained  in  a  few  lines,  whicii 
doubtless,  ought  to  be  repeated  with  an  air  oi 
eagerness  and  satisfaction,  not  with  the  ridi- 
culous grimace  of  a  monkey,  to  which,  me- 
thought,  his  action  bore  an  intimate  rcsen* 
blance,  in  uttering  this  plain  sentence, 

he  took  it  <ip  ; 

T?nt  scarce  was  it  untolded  to  his  sight, 
Wlien  lie,  .as  if  an  arrow  piercM  liis  eye, 
Sl.Trlcd,  iind  tremlling  dropt  it  on  tlie  ground. 
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(n  pronouncinfjf  the  first  two  words,  tliis 
egregious  a/_ior  stoops  down,  and  seems  to 
.akc  up  sonietliing  from  tlic  stage,  then  pro- 
ceeding to  report  wiiat  follows,  miniics  the 
manner  of  unfolding  a  letter;  wiien  lie  men- 
tions the  simile  of  iin  arrow  piercing  the  eye, 
he  darts  liis  fore-linger  towards  that  organ, 
\iicn  recoils,  with  great  violence,  when  the 
*ord  started  is  expressed;  and  when  he 
comes  to  trembling  dropt  it  on  the  ground, 
he  throws  all  liis  limbs  into  a  tremulous  mo- 
tion, and  shakes  the  im;iginary  paper  from 
iiis  Iiand.  The  latter  part  of  the  description 
is  carried  on  with  the  same  minute  gesticu- 
lation, while  he  says, 

I'ale  and  a^liast  awliile  my  vicliiri  stood, 
l)ist;tiis'd.-\  s!<jli  or  two,  and  imiVd  ihem  from  liim; 
'I'hcii  rubb'd  hia  bt'ou',  aigd  took  it  up  again. 

The  player's  countenance  assumes  a  wild 
ptare,  he  sighs  twice  most  piteously,  as  if  he 
were  on  the  point  of  suft'ocation,  scrubs  his 
forehead,  and,  bending  his  body,  apes  the 
action  of  snatching  an  object  from  the  floor. 
Nor  is  this  de.xtcrity  of  dumb-show  omitted, 
when  he  concludes  his  imitation  in  these 
■".hrce  lines ; 

At  first  he  look'd  as  if  he  meant  to  read  it  ; 
Milt,  check'd  by  risiiis:;  IV-ars,  he  cnish'd  it  tluis, 
And  thrust  it  like  an  adder,  in  his  bosom. 

Here  the  judicious  performer  imitates  the 
confusion  and  concern  of  Alonzo,  seems  to 
cast  his  eyes  upon  something,  from  which 
they  are  immediately  withdrawn  with  horror 
and  precipitation,  then  shutting  his  fist  with 
a  violent  squeeze,  as  if  he  intended  to  make 
immediate  application  to  Isabella's  nose,  he 
rams  it  in  his  own  bosom,  with  all  the  horror 
and  agitation  of  a  thief  taken  in  the  manner. 
Were  the  player  debarred  the  use  of  speech, 
and  obliged  to  act  to  the  eyes  only  of  the 
audience,  this  mimicry  might  be  a  necessary 
conveyance  of  his  meaning:  but  when  he  is 
at  liberty  to  signify  his  ideas  by  language, 
notliing  can  be  more  trivial,  forced,  un- 
natuial,  and  antic,  than  this  superfluous 
mummery.  Not  that  I  would  exclude  from 
the  representation  the  graces  of  action,  with- 
ut  which  the  choicest  sentiments,  clothed 
m  the  iiiost  exquisite  expression,  would  ap- 
pear unaiiimated  and  insipid  ;  but  those  are 
as  differem  from  this  ridiculous  burlesque,  as 
is  the  demeanour  of  a  Tul'y  in  the  rostrum, 
from  the  tricks  of  a  ja^Jc-pudding  on  a 
mountebank's  stage  ;  ant',  for  the  truth  of 
what  I  allege,  I  appeal  to  the  observation  of 
any  person  who  has  considered  the  elegance 
of  attitude  and  propriety  of  gesture,  as  they 
arc  universally  acknowledged  in  the  real 
iharacters  of  life.  Indeed  I  have  known  a 
Gascon,  whose  limbs  were  as  eloquent  as  his 
longue ;  he  never  mentioned  the  word  sleep 
tvithout  reclining  his  head  upon  his  hand  ; 
when  he  had  occasion  to  talk  of  a  horse,  he 
always   started  up  and   trotted    across    the 


room,  except  when  he  was  bo  situated  that 
ho  could  not  siir  without  incommoding  tlio 
company,  and  in  tiiat  case  he  contented  him- 
self with  neighing  aloud  ;  if  a  dog  hiippened 
to  be  the  subject  of  his  conversation,  he 
wagged  his  tail,  and  grinned  in  a  most  signi- 
ficant manner ;  and  one  day  he  expressed 
his  desire  of  going  backwards  with  such  na- 
tural imitation  of  his  purpose,  that  every 
body  in  the  room  firmly  believed  ho  hud 
actually  over-shot  himself,  and  fortified  their 
nostrils  accordingly.  Yet  no  man  ever  look 
cd  upon  this  virtuoso  to  bo  the  standard  of 
propriety  in  point  of  speaking  and  deport- 
ment. For  my  own  part,  I  confess  the 
player  in  question  would,  by  dint  of  these 
qualifications,  make  a  very  good  figure  in  the 
character  of  Pantaloon's  lacquey,  in  the 
entertainment  of  Perseus  and  Andromeda, 
and  perhaps  might  acquire  some  reputation, 
by  turning  the  Revenge  into  a  pantomime  ; 
in  which  case,  I  would  advise  him  to  come 
upon  the  stage,  provided  with  a  handful  of 
flour,  in  order  to  besmear  his  face  when  iie 
pronounces  pale  and  aghast,  &c.  and  me- 
thinks  he  ought  to  illustrate  the  adder  with 
an  hideous  hiss.  But  let  us  now  come  to 
the  other  situation,  in  which  this  modern 
iEsopus  ii)  supposed  to  distinguish  himself  so 
much,    I   mean   that   same    eclaircissement 

comprehended    in    know    then,  'twas /. 

His  manner,  I  own,  may  bo  altered  since  I 
was  present  at  the  representation  of  that 
performance  :  but  certain  I  am,  when  I  beheld 
him  in  that  critical  conjuncture,  his  behaviour 
appeared  to  me  so  uncouth,  tliat  I  really 
imagined  he  was  visited  by  some  epileptic 
distemper  ;  for  he  stood  tottering  and  gasping 
for  the  space  of  two  minutes,  like  a  mail 
suddenly  struck  with  the  palsy ;  and,  after 
various  distortions  and  side  shakings,  as  if 
he  had  got  fleas  in  liis  doublet,  heaved  up 
from  his  lungs  the  letter  /,  like  a  huge 
anchor  from  foul  ground." 

This  criticism  was  acceptable  tc  the 
majority  of  the  college,  who  had  no  great 
veneration  for  the  player  in  question  ,  and 
his  admirer,  without  making  any  reply,  ask- 
ed in  a  whisper,  of  the  gentleman  who  sat 
next  to  him,  if  Pickle  had  not  oflered  some 
production  to  the  stage,  and  met  v/ith  a  re- 
pulse ? 


CHAPTER  XCV. 

The  young  gentleman  is  introduced  to  a 
virtuoso  of  the  Jirst  order,  and  cont- 
inences yelper. 

Hitherto  Peregrine  had  professed  himBclf 
an  author  without  reaping  the  fruits  of  tlia< 
occupation,  except  the  little  fame  he  had 
acquired  by  his  Jate  satire  ;  but  now  lie 
thought  it  liigh  time  to  weigh  solid  pudding 
against  empty  praise.  Bind  therefore  engngeJ 
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tvitli  some  booksellers  in  a  certain  translation 
which  he  obliged  himself  to  perform  for  the 
consideration  of  two  hundred  pounds.  The 
articles  of  agreement  being  drawn,  he  began 
his  task  with  great  eagerness,  rose  early  in 
tho  morning  to  his  work,  at  which  he  labour- 
ed all  day  \ong,  went  abroad  with  the  bats  in 
the  evening,  and  appeared  in  the  coffee- 
house, where  he  amused  himself  v/ith  the 
newspapers  and  conversation  till  nine 
o'clock  ;  then  he  retired  to  his  own  apart- 
ment, and,  after  a  sliglit  repast,  betook  him- 
self to  rest,  that  he  might  be  able  to  unroost 
v/ith  the  cock.  This  sudden  change  from 
his  former  way  of  life  agreed  so  ill  with  his 
'tisposition,  that,  for  the  first  time,  he  was 
troubled  with  flatulences  and  indigestion, 
which  produced  anxiety  and  dejection  of 
spirits  ;  and  the  nature  of  his  situation  began 
in  some  measure  to  discompose  his  brain;  a 
discovery  which  he  no  sooner  made,  than  he 
had  recourse  to  the  advice  of  a  young  physi- 
cian, wlio  was  a  member  of  the  college  of 
authors,  at  this  time  one  of  our  hero's  most 
intimate  acquaintance. 

The  son  of  jEsculapius,  having  considered 
his  case,  imputed  his  disorder  to  the  right 
cause  namely,  want  of  exercise  ;  dissuaded 
him  from  such  close  application  to  study, 
until  he  should  be  gradually  familiarized  to  a 
gedcntary  life  ;  advised  him  to  enjoy  his 
friend  and  his  bottle  in  moderation,  and 
wean  himself  from  his  former  customs  by 
degrees  ;  and,  above  all  things,  to  rise  im- 
mediately after  his  first  sleep,  and  exercise 
himself  in  a  morning's  walk.  In  order  to 
render  this  last  part  of  the  prescription  the 
more  palatable,  the  doctor  promised  to  attend 
him  in  these  early  excursions,  and  even  to 
introduce  him  to  a  certain  personage  of  note, 
who  gave  a  sort  of  public  breakfasting  to 
the  minor  virtuosi  of  the  age,  and  oflen  em- 
ployed his  interest  in  behalf  of  those  who 
properly  cultivated  his  countenance  and  ap- 
probation. 

Tins  proposal  was  extremely  acceptable  to 
our  young  gentleman,  who,  besides  the  ad- 
vatitage  which  might  accrue  to  him  from 
such  a  valuable  connection,  foresaw  much 
entertainment  and  satisfaction  in  the  dis- 
course of  so  many  learned  guests.  The  oc- 
casions of  his  health  and  interest,  moreover, 
coincided  in  another  circumstance  ;  the  mi- 
nister's levee  being  kept  betimes  in  the 
morning,  so  that  he  could  perform  his  walk, 
y/eld  his  attendance,  and  brcakflist  at  this 
philosophical  board,  without  encroaching  a 
great  deal  upon  his  other  avocations. 

Measures  being  thus  preconcerted,  the 
physician  conducted  our  adventurer  to  tlie 
house  of  this  celebrated  sage,  to  whom  he 
recommended  him  as  a  gentleman  of  genius 
and  taste,  who  craved  the  honour  of  his  ac- 
rpiaintance  ;  but  he  liad  previously  smoothed 
the  way  to  his  introduction,  by  representing 
Peregrine  as  a  young  fellow  of  great  ambi- 


tion, spirit,  and  address,  who  could  not  fki 
to  make  a  figure  in  the  world  ;  that  therefore 
he  would  be  a  creditable  addition  to  the  sub- 
ordinates  of  such  a  patron,  and  by  his  quali- 
fications, intrepidity,  and  warmth  of  temper, 
turn  out  a  consummate  herald  of  his  fame. 
Upon  these  considerations,  he  itiet  with  a 
most  engaging  reception  from  the  enter- 
tainer, who  was  a  well-bred  man,  of  some 
learning,  generosity,  and  taste  ;  but  his  foible 
was  the  desire  of  being  thought  the  inimit- 
able patron  of  all  three. 

It  was  with  a  view  to  acquire  and  support 
this  character  that  his  house  was  open  to  all 
those  who  had  any  pretensions  to  literature ; 
consequently  he  was  surrounded  by  a  strange 
variety  of  pretenders  ;  but  none  were  dis- 
couraged, because  JLe  knew  that  even  the 
most  insignificant  might,  in  some  shape,  con- 
duce to  the  propagation  of  his  praise.  A 
babbler,  though  he  cannot  run  upon  the  scent, 
may  spring  the  game,  and,  by  his  yelping, 
help  to  fill  up  the  cry  :  no  wonder,  then,  that 
a  youth  of  Pickle's  accomplishment  was  ad- 
mitted, and  even  invited  into  the  pack. 
After  having  enjoyed  a  very  short  private  au- 
dience in  the  closet,  our  young  gentleman 
was  shown  into  another  room,  where  half  a 
dozen  of  his  fellow-adherents  waited  for 
their  Maecenas,  who  in  a  few  minutes  appear- 
ed, with  a  most  gracious  aspect,  leceived  the 
compliments  of  the  morning,  and  sat  down 
to  breakfast  in  the  midst  of  them,  without 
any  further  ceremony. 

The  conversation  at  first  turned  upon  the 
weather,  which  was  investigated  in  a  very 
philosophical  manner  by  one  of  the  company, 
who  see.med  to  have  consulted  all  the  baro- 
meters and  thermometers  that  ever  were  in- 
vented, before  he  would  venture  to  affirm 
that  it  was  a  chill  morning.  This  subject 
being  accurately  (Jiscussed,  the  chief  inquired 
about  the  news  of  tiie  learned  v/orld  ;  and 
his  inclination  was  no  sooner  expressed  than 
every  guest  opened  his  mouth,  in  order  to 
gratify  his  curiosity  ;  but  he  that  first  cap- 
tivated his  attention,  was  a  meagre  shrivelled 
antiquary,  who  looked  like  an  animated 
mummy,  which  had  been  scorched  among 
the  sands  of  the  desert.  He  told  the  patron, 
that  he  had,  by  accident,  met  with  a  medal, 
which,  though  it  was  defaced  by  time,  he 
v/ould  venture  to  pronounce  a  genuine  an- 
tique, from  the  ringing  and  taste  of  the 
metal,  as  well  as  from  the  colour  and  com- 
position of  the  rust :  so  saymg,  he  produced 
a  piece  of  copper  coin,  so  consumed  and  dis- 
guised by  ago,  that  s(;arcc  a  vestige  of  the 
impression  was  to  be  perceived.  Never, 
theless,  this  connoisseur  pretended  to  dis- 
tinguish a  face  in  pronie,  from  which  ho 
concluded  that  the  piece  was  of  the  Upper 
Empire,  and  on  tho  reverse  he  endeavoured  to 
point  out  the  bulb  of  the  spear,  and  part  of 
the  parazonium,  which  were  the  insignia  oi' 
the   Roman  Virtus,  together  with  the  frag- 
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ment  of  one  fold  of  the  imilticiuin  in  wliich 
she  was  clolhcd.  He  likewise  had  discover- 
ed an  angle  ot"  t/ic  letter  Is,  and  at  some 
distance  an  entire  I ;  from  these  circum- 
stances conjecturing^,  and  indeed  concluding, 
that  the  medal  was  struck  by  Severus,  in 
honour  of  the  victory  he  obtained  over  his 
rival  Nig'T,  atler  he  had  forced  the  passes  of 
Mount  Taurus.  This  criticism  seemed  very 
satisfactory  to  the  entertainer,  who  having 
examined  tlie  coin  by  the  iielp  of  iiis  spec- 
tacles, plainly  discerned  tlie  particulars  which 
the  own(!r  had  mentioned,  and  was  pleased 
to  term  liis  account  of  the  matter  a  very  in- 
genious explanation. 

The  curiosity  was  circulated  through  the 
hands  of  all  present ;  and  every  virtuoso,  in 
his  turn,  licked  the  copper,  and  rung  it  upon 
the  hearth,  declaring  his  assent  to  the  judg- 
ment which  had  been  pronounced.  At  lu nglii 
it  fell  under  the  inspection  of  our  young 
gentleman,  who,  though  no  antiquarian,  was 
very  well  acquainted  with  the  current  coin 
of  ins  own  country,  and  no  sooner  cast  his 
eyes  upon  the  valuable  antique,  than  he  af- 
firmed, without  hesitation,  that  it  was  no 
other  than  the  ruins  of  an  English  farthing, 
and  that  same  spear,  parazonium,  and  multi- 
cium,  the  remains  of  the  emblems  and 
drapery  with  which  the  figure  of  Britannia  is 
delineated  on  our  copper  money. 

This  hardy  asseveration  seemed  to  dis- 
concert the  patron,  while  it  incensed  the 
medallist,  who,  grinning  like  an  enraged  ba- 
Doon, — "  What  d'ye  tell  me  of  a  brass  far- 
thing?" said  he,  "did  you  ever  know  modern 
brass  of  such  a  relish  }  do  but  taste  it  young 
gentleman;  and  sure  I  am,  if  you  have  ever 
been  conversant  with  snbjccts  of  this  kind, 
you  will  find  as  wide  a  difference  in  the 
savour  between  this  and  an  English  farthing, 
as  can  possibly  be  perceived  betwixt  an  onion 
and  a  turnip :  besides,  tiiis  medal  has  the 
true  Corinthian  ring  ;  then  the  attitude  is 
upright,  whereas  that  of  Britannia  is  reclin- 
ing ;  and  how  is  it  possible  to  mistake  a 
branch  of  palm  for  a  parazonium  J" 

All  the  rest  of  the  company  espoused  the 
virtuoso's  side  of  the  question,  because  the 
reputation  of  each  was  concerned.  The 
patron,  finding  himself  in  the  same  circum- 
stance, assumed  a  solenmity  of  feature,  dash- 
ed with  a  small  mi.xture  of  displeasure,  and 
told  Peregrine,  that  as  he  had  not  made  that 
branch  of  literature  his  particular  study,  he 
was  not  surprised  to  see  him  mistaken  in  his 
opinion.  Pickle  immediately  understood  the 
reproof,  though  he  was  shocked  at  the  vanity 
or  infatuation  of  his  entertainer  and  fellow- 
guests,  asked  pardon  for  his  presumption, 
which  was  accordingly  excused,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  inexperience :  and  the  English 
farthing  was  dignified  with  the  title  of  a  true 
intiquc. 

The  next  person  tliat  addressed  liimself  to 
vhe  chief,  wa^  a  gentleman  of  a  very  mathe- 


matical turn,  who  valued  himself  upon  t\i< 
improvements  he  had  made  in  several  do- 
mestic machines,  and  now  presented  the  plan 
of  a  new  contrivance  Ibr  cutting  cabbages 
in  sucli  a  maimer  as  would  secure  the  slock 
against  the  rotting  rain,  and  enable  it  to  j)ro- 
duce  a  plenteous  after-crop  of  delicious 
s])routs.  In  this  important  machine  he  had 
united  the  whole  mechanic  powers,  with 
such  massy  coni[)lication  of  iron  and  wood, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  moved  without 
tiie  assistance  t)f  a  horse,  and  a  road  made 
for  the  convenience  of  the  draught.  These 
objections  were  so  obvious,  that  tiioy  occur- 
red at  first  sight  to  the  inspector-general,  who 
greatly  commended  the  invention,  which,  he 
observed,  might  be  applied  to  several  other 
useful  purposes,  could  it  once  be  rendered  a 
little  more  portable  and  commodious. 

The  inventor,  who  had  not  foreseen  these 
difiiculties,  was  not  prepared  to  surmount 
them  ;  but  he  took  the  hint  in  good  part,  and 
promised  to  task  his  abilities  anew,  in  alter- 
ing the  construction  of  his  design.  Not  but 
that  he  underwent  some  severe  irony  from 
the  rest  of  the  virtuosi,  who  complimented 
him  upon  the  momentous  improvement  he 
had  made,  by  which  a  family  might  save  a 
dish  of  greens  in  a  quarter,  for  so  trifling  an 
expense  as  that  of  purchasing,  working,  and 
maintaining  such  a  stupendous  machine;  but 
no  man  was  ever  more  sarcastic  in  his  re- 
marks  upon  his  piece  of  mechanism  than  the 
naturalist,  who  next  appealed  to  the  patron's 
approbation  for  a  curious  disquisition  he  had 
made  touching  the  procreation  of  muck-fiies, 
in  which  ha  had  laid  down  a  curious  method 
of  collecting,  preserving,  and  hatching  the 
eggs  of  these  insects,  even  in  the  winter,  by 
certain  modifications  of  artificial  lieat.  The 
nature  of  this  discovery  was  no  sooner  com- 
nmnicaled,  than  Peregrine,  unable  to  contain 
himself,  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  laughter, 
which  infected  every  person  at  the  table, 
the  landlord  himself  not  excepted,  who  found 
it  impossible  to  preserve  his  wonted  gravity 
of  face. 

Such  unmannerly  mirth  did  not  fail  to 
niortify  the  philosopher,  who,  after  some 
pause,  during  which  indignation  and  disdain 
were  painted  in  his  countenance,  reprehend- 
ed our  young  gentleman  for  his  unj)hiloso. 
phical  behaviour,  and  undertook  to  prove,  that 
the  subject  of  liis  inquiry  was  of  infinite 
consequence  to  the  progress  and  increase  of 
natural  knowledge  ;  but  he  found  no  quarter 
from  the  vengeful  engineer,  who  now  retort, 
ed  his  ironical  compliments,  with  great  em- 
phasis, upon  this  hot-bed  for  the  generation 
of  vermin,  and  advised  him  to  lay  the  whole 
process  before  the  Royal  Society,  which 
would,  doubtless,  present  him  with  a  medal, 
and  give  him  a  place  among  their  memoirar 
as  a  distinguished  promoter  of  the  usefiv 
arts.  "If,"  said  he,  "you  had  employe^ 
your  studies   in   finding  out  some  cfToctuit 
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method  to  destroy  those  insects  which  pre- 
iudice  and  aiinoy  mankind,  in  all  probability 
you  must  have  been  contented  with  the  con- 
templation of  the  good  you  had  done ;  but 
this  curious  expedient  for  multiplying  mag- 
gots will  surely  entitle  you  to  an  honourable 
rank  in  the  list  of  learned  philosophers." 
"  I  don't  wonder,"  replied  the  naturalist, 
"that  you  should  be  so  much  averse  to  the 
propagation  of  insects,  because,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, you  arc  afraid  tliat  they  will  not  leave 
you  a  cabbage  to  cut  down  with  the  same 
miraculous  machine."  "Sir,"  answered  the 
mechanic,  with  great  bitterness  of  voice  and 
aspect,  "  if  the  cabbage  be  as  lightheaded  as 
some  muck-worm  philosophers,  it  will  not  be 
worth  cutting  down."  "  I  never  dispute 
upon  cabbage  with  the  son  of  a  cucumber," 
said  the  fly-breeder,  alluding  to  the  pedigree 
of  his  antagonist ;  wlio,  impatient  of  the 
affront,  started  up  with  fury  in  his  looks,  ex- 
claiming, "  Sdeath  !  meaning  me,  sir'!" 

Here  the  patron,  perceiving  tilings  draw-  ■ 
ing  towards  a  ruptare,  interposed  his  author- 
ity, rebuking  them  fur  tlieir  intemperance, 
and  recommending  to  them  amity  and  con- 
cord against  the  Goths  and  Vandals  of  the 
age,  who  took  all  opportunities  of  ridiculing 
and  discouraging  the  adherents  of  knowledge 
and  philosophy.  After  this  exhortation  they 
had  no  pretence  for  carrying  on  the  dispute, 
which  was  dropt  in  all  appearance,  though 
the  mechanic  still  retained  his  resentment , 
and  after  breakfast,  when  the  company  broke 
up,  accosted  his  adversary  in  the  street,  de- 
siring to  know  how  he  durst  be  so  insolent 
as  to  make  that  scurrilous  reflection  upon  his 
.%.miiy.  The  fly-fancier,  thus  questioned, 
accused  the  mathematician  of  having  been 
the  aggressor,  in  likening  his  head  to  a  light 
cabbage  :  and  here  the  altercation  being  re- 
newed, the  engineer  proceeded  to  the  illus- 
tration of  his  mechanics,  tilting  up  his 
liand  like  a  balance,  thrusting  it  forward  by 
way  of  lever,  embracing  the  naturalist's  nose 
like  a  wedge  betwixt  two  of  his  fingers,  and 
turning  it  round  with  the  momentum  of  a 
screw  or  peritrochium.  Had  they  been  ob- 
liged to  decide  the  dispute  with  equal  arms, 
the  assailant  would  have  had  great  advantage 
over  the  other,  who  was  very  much  his  in- 
ferior in  muscular  strength :  but  the  philo- 
sopher being  luckily  provided  with  a  cane, 
no  sooner  disengaged  himself  from  tliis  op- 
probrious application,  tlian  he  handled  his 
weapon  with  great  dexterity  about  the  head 
and  shoulders  of  liis  antagonist,  who  finding 
this  shower  of  blows  very  dissgrccable,  was 
.*ain  to  betake  himself  to  his  heels  for  shelter, 
and  was  pursued  by  the  angry  victor,  who 
chased  him  from  one  end  of  the  street  to  tiie 
other,  affbrdmg  unspeakable  satisfaction  to 
ihe  multitude,  as  well  as  to  our  iiero  and  to 
liis  introductor,  wlio  were  spectators  of  the 
whole  scene. 
Thus  was  onr  adventurei  initiated  into  the 


society  of  yelpers,  though  he  did  not  as  yel 
fully  understand  the  nature  of  his  oflice, 
which  was  explained  by  the  young  physician, 
who  chid  him  for  his  blunt  behaviour  in  the 
case  of  the  medal  ;  and  gave  him  to  under- 
stand that  their  patron's  favour  was  neither 
to  bo  gained  nor  preserved  by  any  man  that 
would  protend  to  convict  hnn  of  a  mistake; 
he  therefore  counselled  him  to  respect  this 
foible,  and  cultivate  the  old  gentleman  with 
all  the  zeal  and  veneration  wliich  a  regard  to 
his  own  character  would  permit  him  to  say. 
This  task  was  the  easier  to  one  of  our  young 
gentleman's  pliant  disposition,  because  the 
virtuoso's  behaviour  was  absolutely  free  from 
that  insolent  self-conceit,  which  he  could  not 
bear  without  disgust ;  the  senior  was,  on  the 
contrary,  mild  and  beneficent ;  and  Pickle 
was  rather  pleased  tiian  shocked  at  his  weak- 
ness ;  because  it  flattered  his  vanity  with  the 
supposition  of  his  own  superior  sense. 

Cautioned  in  this  manner.  Peregrine  pro- 
fited  so  much  by  his  insinuating  qualifica- 
tions, that,  in  a  very  little  time,  he  was  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  chief  favourites  of  the 
patron,  to  whom  he  dedicated  a  small  occa- 
sional poem  ;  and  every  body  believed  hr 
would  reap  the  fruits  of  his  attachment 
among  the  first  of  the  old  gentleman'a  de- 
pendents. 


CHAPTER  XCVL 

Peregrine,  finding  himself  neglected  by  fiir 
{Steady  Stserwell,  expostulates  with  him 
in  a  letter  ;  in  consequence  of  which  he 
is  forbid  his  house,  loses  his  pe7ision,  and 
incurs  the  charge  of  lunacy. 

This  prospect  of  success,  together  with  his 
expectations  from  the  minister,  whom  he  did 
not  neglect,  helped  to  comfort  him  under  the 
reverse  of  fortune  which  ho  had  undergone, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  the  law-suit,  which  he 
still  maintained  for  the  recovery  of  his  ten 
tiiousand  pounds.  The  lawyers,  indeed, 
continued  to  drain  his  pocket  of  money, 
while  they  filled  his  brain  with  unsubstantial 
hope  ;  and  he  was  actually  obliged  to  borrow 
money  from  his  bookseller,  on  the  strength 
of  the  translation,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  those  ravenous  harpies,  rather  than 
lay  the  misanthrope  under  any  difficulties,  or 
have  recourse  to  his  friend  Hatchway,  who 
lived  at  the  garrison  entirely  ignorant  of  nis 
distress.  This  was  not  at  all  alleviated  by 
the  arrival  of  the  Indiaman,  in  which  he  had 
ventured  seven  hundred  pounds,  as  we  have 
already  observed  ;  for  he  was  given  to  under- 
stand, that  the  borrower  was  left  dangcronsi- 
ly  ill  at  Bombay  when  the  ship  sailed,  r.ud 
that  his  chance  for  retrieving  his  money  was 
extremely  slender. 

So  situated,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  the', 
he  led  a  life  of  tranquillity,  though  he  madr 
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E  Bhift  to  stiiigo;le  with  the  remonstrances 
of  mistortune  :  yet  such  a  gush  of  ufHiction 
would  soinetinies  rush  upon  his  thoufjht,  as 
ovcrwhelincd  all  tlie  ideas  ot'  his  iiopo,  and 
sunk  iiini  to  the  very  bottom  of  despondence. 
Every  C(iuipa(,fo  liiat  pas.sod  liun  in  the  street, 
over"  person  ut"  rank  ana  fortune  that  occur- 
red to  liis  view,  recalled  tiie  gay  imnfro.s  of 
nis  former  life,  with  sucli  mortityinij  reflec- 
tion as  stabbed  him  to  tlie  very  soul.  Ho 
lived,  therefore,  incessantly  exposed  to  all 
the  pangs  of  envy  and  disquiet.  When  1 
say  envy,  I  do  not  mean  that  sordid  passion, 
in  consequence  of  which  a  man  repines  at 
his  neighbour's  success,  howsoever  deserved  ; 
but  that  self-tormenting  indignation  which  is 
inspired  by  the  prosperity  of  folly,  ignorance 
and  vice.  Without  the  intervening  gleams 
of  enjoyment,  which  he  felt  in  the  conversa- 
tion of  a  few  friends,  he  could  not  have  sup- 
ported his  existence  ;  or,  at  least,  he  must 
have  suffered  some  violent  discomposure  of 
the  brain  ;  but  one  is  still  finding  some  cir- 
cumstance of  alleviation,  even  in  the  worst 
of  conjunctures;  and  Pickle  was  so  ingenious 
in  these  researches,  that  lie  maintained  a 
good  battle  with  disappointment,  till  the  revo- 
lution of  the  term  at  which  he  had  received 
his  pension  of  three  hundred  pounds. 

However,  seeing  the  day  elapse,  without 
touching  his  allowance,  notwithstanding  his 
significant  metb.od  of  presenting  himself  at 
the  minister's  levee,  when  the  year  was  ex- 
pired, he  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir  Steady,  re- 
minding him  of  his  situation  and  promise, 
and  giving  him  to  understand,  that  his  oc- 
casions were  such  as  compelled  him  to  de- 
aiand  his  salary  for  the  ensuing  year. 

In  the  morning  after  this  letter  was  con- 
\eyed,  the  author  went  t(J  his  honour's  house, 
in  expectation  of  being  admitted  by  particular 
order ;  but  was  mistaken  in  his  hope,  the 
minister  not  being  visible.  He  then  made 
his  appearance  at  the  levee,  in  hopes  of 
being  closeted  :  but  though  ho  took  all  op- 
portunities of  watching  Sir  Steady's  eyes, 
lie  could  not  obtain  one  glance,  a.ni  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  retire,  wit?B5ut  being 
favoured  with  the  least  notice.  These  cir- 
cumstances of  wilful  neglect  were  not  over 
and  above  agreeable  to  our  young  hero,  who, 
in  the  agonies  of  vexation  and  resentment, 
went  home,  and  composed  a  most  acrimoni- 
ous remonstrance  to  his  honour;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  was  not  only  deprived 
of  all  pretensions  to  a  private  audience,  but 
expressly  denied  admittance  on  a  public  day, 
by  Sir  Steady's  own  order. 

This  prohibition,  which  announced  his 
total  ruin,  filled  him  with  rage,  horror,  and 
despair.  He  insulted  the  porter  who  signi- 
Qed  the  minister's  command,  threatening  to 
chastise  him  upon  the  spot  for  his  pre- 
sumption ;  and  vented  the  most  virulent  im- 
precaticns  upon  his  master,  to  the  astonish- 
■nent  of  those  who  ch'\iicod  ti  enter  durinsr 
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this  conference.  Having  exhausted  himself 
in  these  vain  exclamations,  he  returned  to 
his  lodgings  in  a  most  frantic  condition,  bit- 
ing his  lips  so  that  the  blood  ran  from  hia 
mouth,  dashing  his  head  and  fists  against  the 
sides  of  his  chimney,  and  weeping  with  tne 
most  bitter  expressions  of  woe. 

Pijies,  whose  perception  had  been  just  suf. 
ficient  to  let  him  see  that  there  was  some  dif. 
fercnce  between  the  present  and  former  situ- 
ation of  his  master,  overhearing  his  trans- 
ports, essayed  to  enter  his  apartment,  with  a 
view  01  administering  consolation;  and  find- 
ing the  door  locked  on  the  inside,  desired 
admittance,  protesting,  that  otherwise  lie 
would  down  with  the  bulk-head  in  the  turn- 
ing of  an  handspike.  Peregrine  ordered  him 
to  retire,  on  pain  of  his  displeasure,  and 
swore,  that  if  he  should  offer  to  break  open 
the  door,  he  would  instantly  shoot  him 
through  the  head.  Tom,  v/itliout  paying  the 
least  regard  to  this  injunction,  set  himself  at 
work  immediately.  His  master,  exasperated 
at  his  want  of  reverence  and  respect,  which 
in  his  present  paro.xysm  appeared  with  the 
most  provoking  aggravation,  flew  into  his 
closet,  and  snatching  up  one  of  his  pistols, 
already  loaded,  no  sooner  saw  his  valet  enter 
the  apartment,  in  consequence  of  having 
forced  the  lock,  than  he  presented  it  full  at 
his  face,  and  drew  the  trigger.  Happily  the 
priming  flashed  in  the  pan,  without  communi- 
cating with  the  charge  ;  so  that  his  uiricus 
purpose  did  not  take  ellect  upon  the  counte- 
nance of  honest  Pipes,  v^lio,  disregardful  of 
the  attempt,  though  he  knew  the  contents  of 
the  piece,  asked,  without  the  least  alteration 
of  feature,  if  it  must  be  foul  weather  through 
the  whole  voyage. 

Peregrine,  mad  as  he  was,  repented  of  his 
mischievous  intent  against  such  a  faithful  ad- 
herent, in  the  very  moment  of  execution  ; 
and  had  it  proved  fatal,  according  to  the  de- 
sign, in  all  probability  he  would  have  applied 
another  to  his  own  head.  There  are  certain 
considerations  that  strike  upon  the  mind 
with  irresistible  force,  even  in  the  midst  of 
its  distraction  ;  the  momentary  recollection 
of  some  particular  scene,  occasioned  by  the 
features  of  the  devoted  victim,  hath  often 
struck  the  dagger  from  the  assassin's  hand. 
By  such  an  impulse  was  Pipes  protected 
from  any  repeated  efli\)rt  of  his  master's  rage; 
the  friendly  cause  of  his  present  disobedi- 
ence flashed  upon  the  conviction  of  Pere- 
grine, when  he  beheld  the  rugged  front  of 
his  valet,  m  which  also  stood  disclosed  his 
long  and  faithful  service,  together  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  deceased  commo- 
dore. 

Though  his  wrath  was  immediately  sup 
pressed,  and  his  heart  torn  with  remorse  for 
what  he  had  done,  bis  brows  remained  BtiL 
coniracted  ;  and  darting  a  most  ferocious  re 
gard  at  the  intruder,^"  Villain  !"  said  ht. 
"how    daro  you  treat   mo   with   such  dis 
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respect?"  "  Wliy  shouldn't  I  lend  a  hand  for 
the  preservation  of  the  ship,"  answered  the 
iinrufHed  Pipes,  "when  there  is  more  sail 
than  ballast  aboard,  and  the  pilot  quits  the 
helm  in  despair]  What  signifies  one  or  two 
broken  voyages,  so  long  as  our  timbers  are 
strong,  and  our  vessel  in  good  trim  ]  If  she 
oses  upon  one  tack,  mayhap  she  may  gain 
upon  t'other;  and  I'll  be  damii'd  if  one  day 
or  other,  we  don't  fetch  up  our  lee-way  :  as 
i">r  the  matter  of  provision,  you  have  started 
a  pretty  good  stock  of  money  into  my  hold, 
and  you  are  welcome  to  hoist  it  up  again 
when  you  wool." 

Here  Tom  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival 
of  Mr  Crabtree,  who  seeing  Peregrine  with 
a  pistol  in  his  hand,  and  such  wild  disorder 
in  his  looks,  his  head,  hands,  and  mouth  be- 
smeared with  blood,  and,  moreover,  smelling 
the  gunpowder  which  had  been  burnt,  ac- 
tually believed  he  had  either  committed,  or 
was  bent  upon  murder,  and  accordingly  re- 
treated down  stairs  with  infinite  dispatch. 
All  his  speed  could  not  convey  him  without 
the  reach  of  Pipes,  who,  overtaking  him  in 
his  passage,  carried  him  back  into  his 
master's  apartment,  observing  by  the  way, 
that  this  was  no  time  to  sheer  off,  when  his 
consort  stood  in  need  of  his  assistance. 

There  was  something  so  ruefully  severe 
In  the  countenance  of  Cadwallader,  thus 
compelled,  that,  at  any  other  time,  our  hero 
would  have  laughed  at  his  concern  ;  but  at 
present  there  was  nothing  risible  in  his  dis- 
position :  he  had,  however,  laid  aside  his 
pistol,  and  endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  to 
compose  his  internal  disturbance  ;  for  he 
could  not  utter  one  syllable  to  the  misan- 
thrope, but  stood  staring  at  him  in  silence, 
with  a  most  delirious  aspect.  This  did  not 
tend  to  dispel  the  dismay  of  his  friend,  who, 
after  some  recollection, — "  I  wonder,"  said 
he,  "that  you  have  never  killed  your  man 
before.  Pray  how  may  you  have  disposed 
of  the  body?"  Pickle  having  recovered  tlie 
faculty  of  speech,  ordered  his  lacquey  out  of 
the  room,  and,  in  a  most  incoherent  detail, 
made  Crabtree  acquainted  with  the  perfidious 
conduct  of  the  minister. 

The  confidant  was  very  glad  to  find  his 
fears  disappointed  ;  for  he  had  really  con- 
cluded that  some  life  was  lost.  Perceiving 
the  youth  too  much  agitated  to  bo  treated  by 
him  in  his  usual  style,  he  ov/ned  that  Sir 
Steady  was  a  rascal,  and  encouraged  Pickle 
with  the  hope  of  being  one  day  able  to  make 
reprisals  upon  him  ;  in  the  mean  time  offer- 
ed liim  money  for  his  immediate  occasions, 
exhorted  him  to  exert  his  own  qualifications 
m  rendering  himself  independent  of  such 
.niscreants,  and  finally  counselled  him  to  re- 
present Ins  wrongs  to  the  nobleman  whom 
iie  had  formerly  obliged,  with  a  view  of  in- 
teresting that  peer  in  his  behalf;  or  at  least 
of  obtaining  a  satisfactory  explanation  from 
the  minister,  that  he  might  take  no  prema- 
ivrc  measures  of  icvenge. 


These  admonitions  were  so  much  milde? 
and  more  agreeable  than  our  hero  expected 
from  the  misanthrope,  that  they  had  a  very 
favourable  effect  upon  his  transports,  wliich 
gradually  subsided,  until  he  became  so  tract, 
able  as  to  promise  that  he  would  conform  to 
his    advice ;    in   consequence    of  wliich,  he 
next  morning  waited  upon  his  lordship,  who 
received   him    very   politely,   as  usual,  and 
with   great   patience   heard    his    complaint, 
which,  by-the-by,  he  could  not  repeat  with- 
out some  hasty  ebullitions  of  passionate  re 
sentment.     This    peer,  after  having  gently 
disapproved  of  the  letter  of  expostulation 
which  had  produced  such  unfortunate  effects 
kindly  undertook  to  recommend  his  case  lo 
the  minister,  and  actually  performed  his  pro- 
mise  that  same   day,  when  Sir  Steady   in- 
formed him,  to  his  utter  astonishment,  thci 
the  poor  young  gentleman  was  disordered  in 
his  brain,  so  that  he  could  not  possibly  be 
provided  for  in  a  place  of  importance,  with 
any  regard  to  the  service  ;  and  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  he  (Sir  Steady)  would  sup- 
port his  extravagance  from  his  own  private 
purse  : — that  he  had,  indeed,  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  a  nobleman   deceased,  made  him  a 
present  of  three  hundred   pounds,  in    con- 
sideration  of  some  loss  that  he  pretended  to 
have  sustained   in    an   election  ;    hut,  sinc« 
that  time,  had  perceived  in  him  such  mdispu 
able  marks  of  lunacy,  both  by  his  distracted 
letters    and   personal  behaviour,  as    obliged 
him  to  give  orders  that  he  should  not  be  ad 
mitted  into  the  house.      To  corroborate  thio 
assertion,  the  minister  actually  called  in  tht 
evidence  of  his  own  porter,  and  one  of  the 
gentlemen  of  his  household,  who  had  heard 
the  execrations  that  escaped  our  youth,  when 
he  first  found  himself  excluded.     In  short, 
the  nobleman  was  convinced  that  Peregrine 
was  certainly  and  bona  fide  mad  as  a  March 
hare ;    and,  by  the  help  of  this  intimation, 
began  to  recollect  some  symptoms  of  dis- 
traction which  appeared  in  his  last  visit:    he 
remembered   a   certain    incoherence    in   his 
speech,  a  violence  of  gesture  and  wildness 
of  look,  that  now   evidently  denoted  a  dis- 
turbed understanding ;    and  he  determined, 
for  his   own  credit   and  security,  to   disen- 
tangle  himself  from   such  a  dangerous  ac- 
quaintance. 

With  this  view,  he,  in  imitation  of  Sir 
Steady,  conmanded  his  gate  to  be  shut 
against  our  adventurer  ;  so  that,  when  he 
went  to  know  the  result  of  his  lordship's 
conference  with  the  minister,  the  door  was 
flung  in  his  face,  and  the  janitor  told  him 
through  an  iron  grate,  that  he  needed  not  to 
give  himself  the  trouble  of  calling  again, 
for  his  lord  desired  to  be  excused  from  see- 
ing him.  He  spoke  not  a  word  in  answer  to 
this  declaration,  which  he  immediately  im 
puted  to  the  ill  offices  of  the  minister 
against  whom  he  breathed  defiance  and  re. 
venge,  in  his  way  to  the  lodgings  of  Cod 
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■valladcr  ;  wlio,  luMiig  inn;!e  arcjuaintcd  with 
the  manner  of  liis  reception,  bejrgpd  he 
would  desist  from  all  schemes  of  vengfeance, 
nntilhe  (Crabtree)  should  be  able  to  unriddle 
the  mystery  of  the  whole,  which  ho  did  not 
doubt  of  unveiling  by  means  of  his  acquaint- 
ance with  a  family  in  which  his  lordship 
often  spent  the  evening  at  whist. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  had  the  desired 
opportunity  ;  the  nobleman  being  under  no 
injunction  or  obligation  to  keep  the  affair 
secret,  discovered  the  young  gentleman's 
misfortune,  by  way  of  news,  to  the  first 
company  in  which  he  happened  to  be;  and 
Peretrrine's  name  was  not  so  obscure  in  the 
fashionable  world,  but  that  his  disorder  be- 
came the  general  topic  of  conversation  for  a 
day;  so  that  his  friend  soon  partook  of  the 
intelligence,  and  found  means  to  learn  the 
particulars  of  the  minister's  information,  as 
above  related.  Nay,  he  was  in  danger  of 
becoming  a  proselyte  to  Sir  Steady's  opinion, 
Vv'hen  ho  recalled  and  compared  every  cir- 
cumstance which  he  knew  of  Pickle's  im- 
patience and  impetuosity. 

Indeed  nothing  more  easily  gains  credit 
than  an  imputation  of  madness  fixed  upon 
any  person  whatsoever  ;  for  when  the  suspi- 
cion of  the  world  is  roused,  and  its  observa- 
tion once  set  at  work,  the  wisest,  the  coolest 
man  upon  earth,  will,  by  some  particulars  in 
his  behaviour,  convict  himself  of  the  charge  : 
every  singularity  in  his  dress  and  manner 
(and  such  are  observable  in  every  person), 
that  before  passed  unheeded,  now  rises  up  in 
judgment  against  him,  with  all  the  exag- 
geration of  the  observer's  fancy  ;  and  the 
sagacious  examiner  perceives  distraction  in 
every  glance  of  the  eye,  turn  of  the  finger, 
and  motion  of  the  head :  when  he  speaks, 
there  is  a  strange  peculiarity  in  his  argu- 
ment and  expression ;  when  he  holds  his 
tongue,  his  imagination  teems  with  some 
extravagant  reverie  :  his  sobriety  of  demean- 
our is  no  other  than  a  lucid  interval,  and  his 
passion  mere  delirium. 

If  people  of  the  most  sedate  and  insipid 
life  and  conversation  are  subject  to  such  cri- 
ticisms, no  wonder  that  they  should  take 
place  upon  a  youth  of  Peregrine's  fiery  dis- 
position, which,  on  some  occasions,  would 
have  actually  justified  any  remarks  of  this 
kind  which  his  greatest  enemies  could  make. 
He  was  accordingly  represented  as  one  of 
those  enterprising  bucks,  who,  after  having 
spent  their  fortunes  in  riot  and  excess,  are 
happily  bereft  of  their  understanding,  and 
consequently  insensible  of  the  want  and  dis- 
grace which  they  have  entailed  upon  them- 
selves. 

Cadwallader  himself  was  so  much  affect- 
ed with  tiie  report,  that  for  some  time  he 
hesitated  in  his  deliberations  upon  our  hero, 
before  he  could  prevail  upon  himself  to  com- 
mimicate  to  him  the  information  he  had  re- 
teivod,  or  to  treat  him  in  other  respects  as 

2~ 


a  man  of  sound  inte.lects.  At  length,  how- 
over,  ho  ventunMl  to  make  Pickle  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  ho  had  learned,  iuijjarl- 
ing  them  witli  such  caution  and  circum- 
locution as  he  thought  necessary  to  prevent 
the  young  gcntUMnan  tVom  transgressing  all 
bounds  of  temper  and  moderation  ; — but,  for 
once,  he  was  agreeably  deceived  in  his  prog- 
nostic. Incensed  as  our  hero  was  at  the 
conduct  of  the  minister,  ho  could  not  lielj) 
laughing  at  the  ridiculous  aspersion,  wliich, 
he  told  his  friend,  he  would  soon  refute  in  a 
manner  that  should  not  be  very  agreeable  to 
his  calumniator ;  observing,  that  it  was  a 
common  practice  with  the  .state  pilot,  thus  to 
slander  tliosc  peo])le  to  whom  he  lay  under 
obligations  which  he  had  no  mind  to  dis- 
charge. "True  it  is,"  said  Peregrine,  "he 
has  succeeded  more  than  once  in  contriv- 
ances of  this  kind,  havnig  actually  reduced 
divers  people  of  weak  heads  to  such  ex- 
tremity of  despair,  as  hath  issued  in  down- 
right  distraction,  whereby  he  was  rid  ot 
their  importunities,  and  his  judgment  con- 
firmed at  the  same  time :  but  1  have  now 
(thank  Heaven)  attained  to  such  a  pitch  ot 
philosophical  resolution,  as  will  support  mo 
against  all  his  machinations  ;  and  I  wih 
fortlnvith  exhibit  the  monster  to  the  public, 
in  his  true  lineaments  of  craft,  perfidy,  and 
ingratitude." 

This  indeed  was  the  plan  with  which  Mr 
Pickle  had  amused  himself  during  the  re- 
searches of  Crabtree  ;  and  by  this  time  it  so 
effectually  flattered  his  imagination,  that  he 
believed  he  should  be  able  to  bring  his  ad- 
versary (in  spite  of  all  his  power)  to  his  own 
terms  of  submission,  by  distinguishing  him- 
self in  the  list  of  those  who,  at  that  period, 
wrote  against  the  administration.  Nor  was 
this  scheme  so  extravagant  as  it  may  seem 
to  be,  had  not  ho  overlooked  one  material 
circumstance,  which  Cadwallader  himself 
did  not  recollect,  when  he  approved  of  tlii.s 
project. 

While  he  thus  meditated  vengeance,  the 
fame  of  his  disorder,  in  due  course  of  cir- 
culation, reached  the  cars  of  that  lady  of 
quality  whoso  memoirs  have  already  appear- 
ed in  these  adventures.  The  correspondence 
with  which  she  had  honoured  our  hero  had 
been  long  broken  ofi",  for  the  reason  already 
advanced,  namely,  his  dread  of  being  expos- 
ed to  her  infatuating  charms.  He  had  been 
candid  enough  to  make  her  acquainted  with 
the  cause  of  exilinnf  himself  from  her  pre- 
sence ;  and  she  admitted  the  prudence  of 
self-restraint,  although  she  would  have  been 
very  well  satisfied  with  the  continuance  of 
his  mtimacy  and  conversation,  which  were 
not  at  all  beneath  the  desire  of  any  lady  in 
the  kingdom.  Notwithstanding  this  inter- 
ruption, she  still  retained  a  friendship  and 
regard  for  his  character,  and  felt  all  the  af- 
fliction of  a  humane  heart,  at  the  news  of  his 
misfortunes  and  deplorable  distemper.     She 
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had  seen  him  courted  and  cultivated  in  the 
sunshine  of  his  prosperity  ;  but  she  knew, 
from  sad  experience,  how  all  those  insect- 
followers  shrink  away  in  the  winter  of 
distress.  Her  compassion  represented  him 
as  a  poor  unhappy  lunatic,  destitute  of  all  the 
necessaries  of  lite,  dragging  about  the  ruins 
pf  human  nature,  and  exhibiting  the  spec- 
tacle of  blasted  youth  to  the  scorn  and  ab- 
horrence of  his  fellow-creatures.  Aching 
with  these  charitable  considerations,  she 
found  means  to  learn  in  what  part  of  the 
town  he  lodged  ;  and  laying  aside  all  super- 
fluous ceremony,  went  in  a  hackney  chair  to 
his  door,  which  was  opened  by  the  ever 
faithful  Pipes. 

Her  ladyship  immediately  recollected  the 
features  of  his  trusty  follower,  wliom  she 
could  not  help  loving  in  her  heart  for  his  at- 
tachment and  fidelity,  which,  after  she  had 
applauded  with  a  most  gracious  commenda- 
tion, she  kindly  inquired  after  the  state  of 
liis  master's  health,  and  asked  if  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  be  seen. 

Tom,  who  could  not  suppose  that  the 
visit  of  a  fine  lady  would  be  unacceptable  to 
a  youth  of  Peregrine's  complexion,  made  no 
verbal  reply  to  the  question  ;  but  beckoning 
lier  ladyship  with  an  arcli  significance  of 
feature,  at  which  she  could  not  forbear  smil- 
ing walked  softly  up  stairs  ;  and  she,  in 
obedience  to  the  signal,  followed  her  guide 
into  the  apartment  of  our  hero,  whom  she 
found  at  a  writing-table,  in  the  very  act  of 
composing  an  culogium  upon  his  good  friend 
Sir  Steady.  The  nature  of  his  work  had 
animated  his  countenance  with  an  uncommon 
degree  of  vivacity ;  and  being  dressed  in  a 
neat  dishabille,  his  figure  could  not  have  ap- 
peared to  more  advantage  in  the  eye  of  a 
person  who  despised  the  tinsel  of  unnecessary 
ornament.  She  was  extremely  well  pleased 
fo  see  her  expectations  so  agreeably  dis- 
appointed ;  for,  instead  of  the  squalid  cir- 
cumstances and  wretched  looks  attending  in- 
digence and  distraction,  every  thing  was  de- 
cent and  genteel;  and  the  patient's  aspect 
Buch  as  betokened  internal  satisfaction. 
Hearing  the  rustling  of  silk  in  his  room,  he 
lifted  up  his  eyes  from  the  paper,  and  seeing 
her  ladyship,  was  struck  witli  astonishment 
and  awe,  as  at  the  unexpected  ajtparition  of 
*iome  supernatural  being. 

Before  he  could  recollect  himself  from  his 
confusion,  which  called  the  blood  into  his 
cheeks,  slie  told  him,  that,  on  the  strength  of 
old  acquaintance,  she  was  come  to  visit  him, 
though  it  was  a  longtime  since  he  had  given 
her  good  reason  to  believe  that  he  had  abso- 
'utely  forgot  that  there  was  such  a  person  as 
she  in  being.  After  having  made  the  most 
»\'arm  acknowledgements  for  this  unforeseen 
lionour,  he  assured  her  ladyship  that  the 
Fubject  of  her  reproach  was  not  his  fault, 
but  rather  his  very  great  misfortune  ;  and 
iliat,  if  it  had  been  in  his  power  to  forget  her 


so  easily  as  she  seemed  to  imoi'rir.c,  ha 
should  never  have  given  her  cause  to  tax  hiia 
with  want  of  duty  and  respect. 

Still  dubious  of  his  situation,  she  began  to 
converse  witii  him  on  different  subjects  ;  and 
he  acquitted  himself  so  well  in  every  parti- 
cular, that  she  no  longer  doubted  his  having 
been  misrepresented  by  the  malice  of  liie 
enemies,  and  candidly  told  him  the  cause 
and  intent  of  her  coming.  He  was  not  de- 
ficient in  expressions  of  gratitude  for  this 
instance  of  her  generosity  and  friendship, 
which  even  drew  tears  from  his  eyes.  A3 
to  the  imputation  of  madness,  he  explained 
it  so  much  to  her  ladyship's  satisfaction, 
that  she  evidently  perceived  lie  had  been 
barbarously  dealt  with,  and  that  the  charge 
was  no  other  than  a  most  villainous  asper- 
sion. 

Notwithstanding  all  his  endeavours  to 
conceal  the  true  state  of  his  finances,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  give  this  detail,  with- 
out disclosing  some  of  the  dilliculties  undei 
which  he  laboured  ;  and  her  ladyship's  sa- 
gacity divining  the  rest,  she  not  only  made 
him  a  tender  of  assistance,  but,  presenting  a 
bank-note  for  a  considerable  sum,  insisted 
upon  his  acceptance  of  it,  as  a  trifling  mark 
of  her  esteem,  and  a  specimen  of  what  she 
was  inclined  to  do  in  his  behalf.  But  this 
mark  of  her  benevolence  he  would  by  no 
means  receive  ;  assuring  her,  that,  though 
his  affairs  were  at  present  a  little  perplexed, 
he  had  never  felt  the  least  circumstance  of 
distress,  and  begging  that  she  would  not 
subject  him  to  the  burden  of  such  an  un- 
necessary obligation. 

Being  obliged  to  put  up  with  this  refusal, 
she  protested  she  would  never  forgive  him, 
should  she  ever  hear  that  he  rejected  her 
offer,  when  ho  stood  in  need  of  her  aid  ;  or 
if,  in  time  to  come,  he  should  not  apply  to 
her  friendship,  if  ever  he  should  find  him.self 
incommoded  in  point  of  fortune  :  "An  over- 
delicacy  in  this  respect,"  said  she,  "  I  shall 
look  upon  as  a  disapprobation  of  my  own 
conduct;  because  I  myself  have  been  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  my  friends  in  such 
emergencies." 

These  generous  remonstrances  and  marks 
of  particular  friendship  could  not  fail  to 
make  a  deep  impression  upon  the  heart  of 
our  hero,  which  still  smarted  from  the  for- 
mer impulse  of  her  charms  ;  he  not  only  felt 
all  those  transports  which  a  man  of  honour 
and  sensibility  may  be  supposed  to  feel  upon 
such  an  occasion,  but  the  sentiments  of  a 
more  tender  passion  awaking  in  his  breas., 
he  could  not  help  expressing  himself  in 
terms  adapted  to  the  emotions  of  his  sou]; 
and  at  length  plainly  told  her,  that,  were  e 
disposed  to  be  a  beggar,  he  would  ask  some- 
thing of  infinitely  more  importance  to  ins 
peace  than  the  charitable  assistance  she  had 
proffered. 

Her  ladyship  had  too  much  penetration  to 
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•niBtai^e  his  meaning  ;  but,  as  sho  did  not 
choot.0  to  cncoiirarro  liis  advances,  pretended 
CO  interpret  liis  intimation  into  a  general 
compliment  of  prallantry,  and,  in  a  jocose 
manner,  desired  he  would  not  give  her  any 
reason  to  believe  iiis  lucid  interval  was  past. 
"In  faith,  mv  ladv,"'  said  he,  "I  perceive  the 
fitcominir  on  ;  and  I  don't  see  why  I  may  not 
use  the  privilege  of  my  distemper,  so  far  as 
to  declare  myself  one  of  your  most  passion- 
ate admirers."  "  If  voii  do,"  replied  her 
ladyship,  "  I  shall  not  be  fool  enough  to  be- 
lieve a  madman,  unless  I  were  assured  that 
your  disorder  proceeded  from  your  love;  and 
that  this  was  the  case,  I  suppose  you  will 
find  it  difficult  to  prove."  "  Nay,  madam," 
cried  the  youth,  "I  have  in  this  drawer  what 
will  convince  you  of  my  having  been  mad  on 
that  strain ;  and,  since  you  doubt  my  pre- 
tension, you  must  give  me  leave  to  produce 
my  tL-stimonials."  So  saying,  he  opened  a 
scnitoire,  and  taking  out  a  paper,  presented 
her  with  the  following  song,  which  he  had 
written  in  her  praise,  immediately  after  he 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of 
her  story. 

I. 
While   with   foiul  rai)liue  and   aniaxe 
Oil   lliy   transcendent  charms  I  gaze, 
Mv   cantious   soul  essays   in   vain 
IKi-  peace  and   freedom   to   maintain  ; 
Yet   let  that  blooming  form   divine, 
Where   grace   and  harmony   combine  ; 
Those  eyes,  like  genial   orbs  tliat   move. 
Dispensing  gladness,  joy,  and    love, 
In  all  their  pomp  assail   my   view, 
Intent  my  bosom  to   siilxlue  ; 
My  breast,  by    wary    maxims   steel'd, 
Not  all  those  charms   shall   force  to  yield. 

II. 
lint,  when   iiivok'd   to  beauty's  aid, 
1  see  th'  enlighten'd   soul   display'd  ; 
That  soul   so   sensibly   sedate 
Amid  the   storms  of  froward   fate! 
Thy   genius  active,  strong,  and  clear. 
Thy   vil  sublime,  though   not  severe. 
The    social   ardour,  void   of  ait. 
That  glow  s  within  tliy  candid   heart  ; 
My   spirits,  sense,  and   strength   decay. 
My   resolution  dies   away, 
And,  every  faculty   oppress'd. 
Almighty  love   invades  my  breast! 


Her  ladyship  having  perused  this  produc- 
uon,  "  Were  1  inclined  to  be  suspicious,"  said 
she,  *I  should  believe  that  I  have  no  share 
in  producing  this  composition,  which  seems 
to  have  been  inspired  by  a  much  more  ami- 
able object.  However,  1  will  take  your 
word  fur  vnv  intention,  and  thank  you  for 
the  unnient.-'d  compliment,  though  I  have 
met  with  it  in  such  an  accidental  manner. 
Nevertheless,  I  must  be  so  free  as  to  tell 
vou,  it  is  now  high  time  for  you  to  contract 
that  unbounded  spirit  of  gallantry,  wliich  you 
nave    indulged  so  long,  into  a  sincere   at- 


tachment for  the  tiiir  Emilia,  wlio,  by  all  ac 
counts,  deserves  tlie  whole  of  your  attention 
and  regard."  His  nerves  thrilled  at  mention 
of  that  name,  which  ho  never  heard  pro- 
nounced without  agitation.  Rather  than  un- 
dergo the  consequence  of  a  conversation 
upo'n  this  subject,  he  chose  to  drop  trie 
theme  of  love  altogether,  and  industriously 
introduced  some  otlicr  topic  of  discourse. 

(MLM'TER  XCVII. 

He  tcrites  against  the  minister,  by  whose 
instigation  he  is  arrested,  anil  moves 
himself  by  habeas  corpus  into  the  Fleet. 

My  lady  having  prolonged  her  stay  beyond 
the  period  of  a  common  visit,  and  repeated 
her  protestations  in  the  most  frank  and  ob- 
liging manner,  took  her  leave  of  our  adven- 
turci%  who  promised  to  pay  his  respects  to 
her  in  a  few  days  at  her  own  house.  Mean- 
while, he  resumed  his  task  ;  and  having 
finished  a  most  severe  remonstrance  against 
Sir  Steady,  not  only  witli  regard  to  his  private 
ingratitude,  but  also  to  his  maladministration 
of^'piiblic  affairs,  he  sent  it  to  the  author  of  a 
weekly  paper,  who  had  been  long  a  professed 
reformer  in  politics  ;  and  it  appeared  in  a 
very  few  days,  with  a  note  of  tlie  publisher, 
desiring  the' favour  of  further  correspondence 
with  the  author.  •        i  • 

Tlie    animadversions    contained    in    this 
small  essay  were  so  spirited  and  judicious, 
and  a  great  many  new  lights  thrown  upon 
the  subject  with  such  perspicuity,  as  attract- 
ed  the  notice  of  the  public    in    an    extra- 
ordinary  manner,  and    helped  to   raise  the 
character  of  the  paper  in  which  it  was  in- 
serted.    Tiio  minister  was  not  the  last  who 
examined   the   performance,  which,  in  spite 
of  all  his  boasted  temper,  provoked  him  to 
such  a  degree,  that  he  set  his  emissaries  at 
work,  and  by  dint  of  corruption,  procured  a 
siglit  of  the"  manuscript  in  Peregrine's  own 
hand-writing,    which    he    immediately    re- 
cognised ;    but,  for  further  confirmation  of 
his^  opinion,  he  compared  it  with  the  two 
letters  which  he  had  received  from  our  ad- 
venturer.    Had  he  known  the  young  gentle- 
man's talents  for  declamation  were  so  acute, 
perhaps    he   would   never   have   given    him 
cause  to  complain,  but  employed  iiim  in  the 
vindication  ot   his  own  measures  ,    nay,  he 
miffht  still  have  treated  liim  like  some  other 
autliors  whom  he  had  brought  over  from  the 
opposition,  had  not  the  keenness  of  this  first 
assault  incensed  him  to  a  desire  of  revei.gc. 
He,  therefore,  no  F^oner  made  this  discovery, 
than  he  conveyed  ^is  directions  to  his  de- 
pendent the  receiver-general.  who  was  pos- 
sessed of  Pickle's  notes.     Next  day,  while 
our  author  stood  within  a  circle  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, at  a  certain  coffeehouse,  holding 
fortli  with  great  eloquence  upon  the  disease? 
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of  the  state,  he  was  accosted  by  a  bailiff, 
who,  entering  the  room  with  five  or  six 
foHowers,  tohl  him  aloud,  that  he  liad  a  writ 
against  him  for  twelve  hundred  pounds,  at 
llie  suit  of  Mr  Ravage  Gleanum. 

The  whole  company  were  astonished  at 
this  address,  whicli  did  not  fail  to  discompose 
he  defendant  liimself,  who  (as  it  were  in- 
stinctively), in  the  midst  of  his  confusion, 
saluted  the  officer  across  the  head  with  Jiis 
cane;  in  consequence  of  which  application, 
he  was  surrounded  and  disarmed  in  an  in- 
stant by  the  gang,  who  carried  him  off  to  the 
next  tavern  in  the  most  opprobrious  manner. 
Nor  did  one  of  the  spectators  interpose  in 
his  behalf,  or  visit  liirn  in  his  confinement 
with  the  least  tender  of  advice  or  assist- 
ance; such  is  the  zeal  of  a  coffeehouse 
friendship. 

This  stroke  was  the  more  severe  upon  mir 
hero,  as  it  was  altogether  unexpected ;  for 
he  had  utterly  forgot  the  debt  for  which  he 
was  arrested.  His  present  indignation  was, 
however,  chiefly  kindled  against  the  bailiff, 
who  had  done  his  office  in  such  a  disrespect- 
ful manner;  and  the  first  use  he  made  of  his 
recollection  in  the  house  to  which  they  con- 
ducted him,  was  to  chastise  him  for  the  in- 
solence and  indecency  of  his  behaviour. 
This  task  he  performed  with  his  bare  fists, 
every  other  weapon  being  previously  con- 
veyed out  of  his  reach  ;  and  the  delinquent 
underwent  his  discipline  with  surprising  pa- 
tience and  resignation,  asking  pardon  with 
great  humility,  and  protesting  before  God, 
that  he  had  never  willingly  and  wittingly 
used  any  gentleman  with  ill  manners,  but 
had  been  commanded  to  arrest  our  adven- 
turer according  to  the  express  direction  of 
the  creditor,  on  pam  of  forfeiting  his  place. 

By  this  declaration  Peregrine  was  appeas- 
ed, atid,  out  of  a  delirium  of  passion,  waked 
to  all  the  horrors  of  reflection.  All  the  glory 
of  his  youth  was  now  eclipsed,  all  the  bloss- 
oins  of  his  hope  were  blasted,  and  he  saw 
himself  doomed  to  the  miseries  of  a  jail, 
without  the  least  prospect  of  enlargement, 
except  in  the  issue  of  his  lawsuit,  of  which 
he  iiad,  for  some  time  past,  grown  less  and 
less  confident  every  day.  What  would  be- 
come of  the  unfortunate,  if  the  constitution 
of  the  rnind  did  not  permit  tiiem  to  bring  one 
passion  inl(»  the  field  against  anotlier?  pass- 
ions that  operate  in  tiie  human  breast,  like 
poisons  of  a  different  nature,  extinguishing 
each  other's  effect.  Our  hero's  grief  reign- 
ed in  full  despotism,  until  it  was  deposed  by 
revenge;  during  the  predominancy  of  which 
ho  considered  every  thing  which  had  Iiappen- 
ed  as  a  circumstance  conducive  to  his  grati- 
fication. "  If  I  must  bo  prisoner  for  life," 
«aid  he  to  himself,  "if  I  must  relinquish  all 
rn,  gay  expectations,  let  me  at  least  have 
tho  satisfaction  of  clanking  my  cliains  so  as 
to  interrupt  the  repose  of  my  adversary ; 
an  1  let  me  search  in  my  ov/n  breast  for  that 


peace  and  contentment,  which  I  httve  not 
been  able  to  find  in  all  the  scenes  of  my  suc- 
cess. In  being  detached  from  the  world  I 
shall  be  delivered  from  folly  and  ingratitude, 
as  well  as  exempted  from  an  expense,  which 
I  should  have  found  it  very  difficult,  if  not 
impracticable,  to  support ;  I  shall  have  little 
or  no  temptation  to  mis-spend  my  time,  and 
more  undisturbed  opportunity  to  earn  my 
subsistence,  and  prosecute  my  revenge. 
After  all,  a  jail  is  the  best  tub  to  v/hich  a 
cynic  philosopher  can  retire." 

In  consequence  of  these  comfortable  re- 
flections, he  sent  a  letter  to  Mr  Crabtree, 
with  an  account  of  his  misfortune,  signifying 
his  resolution  to  move  himself  immediately 
into  the  Fleet,  and  desiring  that  he  would 
send  him  some  understanding  attorney  of  his 
acquaintance,  who  would  direct  him  into  the 
steps  necessary  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose. 
The  misanthrope,  upon  the  receipt  of  this 
intimation,  went  in  person  to  a  lawyer, 
whom  he  accompanied  to  the  spunging-house 
whither  the  prisoner  had  by  this  time  retired. 
Peregrine  was,  under  the  auspices  of  his 
director,  conducted  to  the  judge's  chamber, 
where  he  was  left  in  the  custody  of  a  tip- 
staff; and,  after  having  paid  for  a  warrant 
of  habeas  corpus,  by  him  conveyed  to  the 
Fleet,  and  delivered  to  the  care  of  the 
warden. 

Here  he  was  introduced  to  the  lodge,  in 
which  he  was  obliged  to  expose  himself  a 
full  half-hour  to  the  eyes  of  all  the  turnkeys 
and  door-keepers,  who  took  an  accurate 
survey  of  his  person,  that  they  might  know 
him  again  at  first  sight;  and  then  he  waJ 
turned  loose  into  the  place  called  the 
master's  side,  having  given  a  valuable  con- 
sideration for  that  privilege.  This  is  a  laro-e 
range  of  building,  containing  some  hundred  3 
of  lodging-rooms  for  the  convenience  of 
the  prisoners,  who  pay  so  much  per  week 
for  that  accommodation.  In  short,  this  coni- 
munity  is  like  a  city  detached  from  all  com- 
munication with  the  neighbouring  parts,  re- 
gulated by  its  own  laws,  and  furnished  with 
peculiar  conveniences  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
liabitants.  There  is  a  coffeehouse  for  the 
resort  of  gentlemen,  in  whicii  all  sorts  of 
liquors  are  kept,  and  a  public  kitchen,  where 
any  quantity  of  meat  is  sold  at  a  very  reason- 
able rate,  or  any  kind  of  provision  boiled  and 
roasted  qralis,  for  the  poor  prisoners  :  nay, 
there  are  certain  servants  of  the  public,  who 
are  obliged  to  go  to  market,  at  the  pleasure 
of  individuals,  without  fee  or  reward  from 
those  wl.c  employ  them  ;  nor  are  they  coop- 
ed up,  so  as  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefit 
of  fresh  air,  there  being  an  open  area,  of  a 
considerable  extent,  aci  acent  to  the  building, 
on  which  they  may  exercise  themselves  in 
walking,  skittles,  bowls,  and  variety  of  other 
diversions,  according  to  the  inclination  of 
each. 

Our  adventurer  being  admitted  a  dcnizeJ 
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of  the  coinnmnity,  foiiiul  liiiiisclt"  bewildered 
in  the  midst  of  straii^fcrs,  who,  by  llieir  ap- 
pearance, did  not  at  all  prepossess  him  in 
Uieir  favour;  and,  atU^r  having  strolled  about 
llie  place  with  his  friend  Cadwallador,  repair- 
ed to  the  cotfeehonse,  in  order  to  be  further 
informed  of  the  peculiar  customs  which  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  know. 

There,  wlnle  he  endeavoured  to  pick  up 
intclli<rence  from  the  bar-keeper,  he  was  ac- 
costed by  a  ])erson  in  canonicals,  who  very 
civilly  asked  if  he  was  a  new-comer.  Being 
answered  in  the  anirmative,  he  gave  him  the 
salutation  of  welcome  to  the  society,  and, 
with  great  hospitality,  undertook  to  initiate 
liim  in  the  constitutions  of  the  brotherhood. 
This  humane  clergyman  gave  him  to  under- 
stand, that  his  first  care  ought  to  be  that  of 
securing  a  lodging ;  telling  him  there  was  a 
certain  number  of  apartments  in  the  prison 
let  at  the  same  price,  though  some  were  more 
commodious  than  others ;  and  that  when 
tiie  better  sort  became  vacant,  by  the  removal 
of  their  possessors,  those  who  succeeded  in 
point  of  seniority  had  the  privilege  of  oc- 
cupying the  empty  tenements  preferable  to 
th.e  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  howsoever  respect- 
able they  might  otherwise  be ;  that  when  the 
jail  was  very  mucii  crowded,  there  was  but 
one  chamber  allotted  for  tu'o  lodgers  ;  but 
this  was  not  considered  as  any  great  hard- 
ship on  the  prisoners,  because,  in  that  case, 
there  was  always  a  sufficient  number  of 
males,  who  willingly  admitted  the  females  to 
f  share  in  their  apartments  and  beds  :  not 
Out  the  time  had  been,  when  this  expedient 
would  not  answer  the  occasion,  because, 
after  a  couple  had  been  quartered  in  every 
room,  there  was  a  considerable  residue  still 
unprovided  with  lodging;  so  that,  for  the  time 
being,  the  last  comers  were  obliged  to  take 
up  their  habitation  in  jMount  Scoundrel,  an 
apartment  most  miserably  furnished,  in  which 
ihey  lay  promiscuously,  amidst  filth  and 
vermin,  until  they  could  be  better  accom- 
modated in  due  course  of  rotation. 

Peregrine  hearing  the  description  of  this 
place,  began  to  be  very  impatient  about  his 
night's  lodging  ;  and  the  parson,  perceiving 
his  an.xiety,  conducted  him,  without  loss  of 
time,  to  the  warden,  who  forthwith  put  him 
in  possession  of  a  paltry  chamber,  for  which 
he  agreed  to  pay  half  a  crown  a-vveek. 
This  point  being  st'ttled,  his  director  gave 
him  an  account  of  the  different  methods  of 
eating,  eitiier  singly,  in  a  mess,  or  at  an  or- 
dmary,  and  advised  him  to  choose  the  last, 
a.««  the  most  reputable,  offering  to  introduce 
him  next  day  to  the  best  company  in  the 
Fleet,  who  always  dined  together  in  public. 

Pickle  having  thanked  this  gentleman  for 
his  civilities,  and  promised  to  be  governed  by 
hia  advice,  invited  him  to  pass  the  evening 
at  his  apartments  ;  and.  in  the  mean  time, 
ehut  himself  up  with  Crablree,  in  order  to 
deliberate  upon  the  wreck  of  lis  affairs.     Of 


all  his  am|)lo  fortune  nothing  now  remained 
but  his  wardrobe,  which  was  not  very  ?amp- 
tuous,  about  thirty  guineas  in  cash,  and  the 
garrison,  which  tiie  misanthrope  counselled 
him  to  convert  into  ready  money  for  iiis 
present  subsistence.  This  advice  however, 
lie  absolutely  rejected,  not  on.y  on  acco  mt 
of  his  having  already  bestowed  it  upon 
Hatchway  during  the  term  of  liis  natural 
life,  but  also  with  a  view  of  retaining  some 
memorial  of  the  commodore's  generosity, 
lie  proposed,  therefore,  to  finish  in  this 
retreat  the  translation,  whicli  he  had  under- 
taken, and  earn  his  future  subsistence  by 
labour  of  the  same  kind.  He  desired  Cad- 
wallador to  take  charge  of  his  movables, 
and  send  to  him  such  linen  and  clothes  as  he 
should  have  occasion  for  in  liis  confinement. 
But,  among  all  his  ditiicullies,  nothing  em- 
barrassed  him  so  much  as  his  faithful  Pipes, 
whom  he  could  no  longer  entertain  in  his 
service.  He  knew  Tom  had  made  shift  to 
pick  up  a  competency  in  the  course  of  his 
ministration  ;  but  that  reflection,  though  it 
in  some  measure  alleviated,  could  not  wholly 
prevent  the  mortification  he  should  sulTer  in 
parting  with  an  afi'cctionate  adherent,  who 
was  by  this  time  become  as  necessary  to  him 
as  one  of  his  own  members,  and  who  was  so 
accustomed  to  live  under  his  command  and 
protection,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  fellow- 
could  reconcile  himself  to  any  other  way  of 
life. 

Crabtree,  in  order  to  make  him  easy  on 
that  score,  offered  to  adopt  him  in  the  room 
of  his  own  valet,  whom  he  would  dismiss; 
though  lie  observed  that  Pipes  had  been 
quite  spoiled  in  our  hero's  service.  But  Pe- 
regrine did  not  choose  to  lay  his  friend  under 
that  inconvenience,  knowing  that  his  present 
lacquey  understood  and  complied  with  all  the 
peculiarities  of  his  humour,  which  Pipes 
would  never  be  able  to  study  or  regard  :  he 
therefore  determined  to  send  him  back  to 
his  shipmate  Hatchway,  with  whom  he  had 
spent  the  fore-part  of  his  life. 

These  points  being  adjusted,  the  two 
friends  adjourned  to  the  coffeehouse,  with  a 
view  of  inquiring  into  the  character  of  the 
clergyman  to  whose  beneficence  our  adven- 
turer was  so  much  indebted.  They  learned 
he  was  a  person  who  had  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  bishop  in  whose  diocese  he 
was  settled,  and,  being  unequal  in  power  to 
his  antagonist,  had  been  driven  to  the  Fleet, 
in  consequence  of  his  obstinate  opposition  ; 
though  he  still  found  means  to  enjoy  a  pretty 
considerable  income,  by  certain  irregular 
practices  in  the  way  of  his  function,  which 
income  was  chiefly  consumed  in  acts  of 
humanity  to  his  "fellow-creatures  in  ais 
tress. 

His  euloginm  was  scarce  finished  when  h'^ 
entered  the  room,  according  to  appointment 
with  Peregrine,  who  ordering  wine  and 
something  for  supper  to  be  carried  to  liia 
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apartment,  the  triumvirate  went  tliitiier ;  and 
Cadsvallader  taking  his  leave  for  the  niglit, 
the  two  feilow-prisoners  passed  tiie  evening 
very  sociably,  our  liero  heing  entertained  by 
liis  new  companion  with  the  private  history 
of  the  place,  some  particulars  of  which  were 
extremely  curious,  lie  told  him,  that  the 
person  who  attended  them  at  supper,  bowing 
with  the  most  abject  servility,  and  worship- 
pmg  them  every  time  he  opened  his  mouth, 
with  the  epithets  of  your  lordship  and  your 
honour,  had,  a  few  years  before,  been  actually 
a  captain  in  the  guards  ;  who,  after  having 
run  his  career  in  tiie  great  world,  had  treaded 
rvery  station  in  their  community,  from  that 
of  a  buck  of  the  first  order,  who  swaggers 
about  the  Fleet  in  a  laced  coat,  with  a  foot- 
man and  w ,  to  the  degree  of  a  tapster, 

in  which  he  was  now  happily  settled.  "  If 
you  will  take  the  trouble  of  going  into  the 
cook's  kitchen,"  said  he,  "you  will  perceive 
a  beau  metamorphosed  into  a  turnspit ;  and 
there  are  some  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  m  this  microcosm,  who  have  had 
forests  and  fishponds  of  their  own;  yet,  not- 
withstanding such  a  miserable  reverse  of 
fortune,  they  are  neither  objects  of  regard 
nor  compassion,  because  their  misfortunes 
are  the  fruits  of  the  most  vicious  extra- 
vagance, and  they  are  absolutely  insensible 
of  the  misery  which  is  their  lot.  Those  of 
our  fellow-sufferers,  who  have  been  reduced 
by  undeserved  losses,  or  the  precipitation  of 
mexperienced  youth,  never  fail  to  meet  with 
the  most  brotherly  assistance,  provided  they 
Dehave  with  decorum,  and  a  due  sense  of 
tlieir  unhappy  circumstances.  Nor  are  we 
destitute  of  power  to  chastise  the  licentious, 
who  refuf-e  to  comply  with  the  regulations 
of  the  place,  and  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
community  with  riot  and  disorder.  Justice 
is  here  impartially  administered  by  a  court 
of  equity,  consisting  of  a  select  number  of 
the  most  respectable  inhabitants,  who  punish 
all  offenders  with  equal  judgment  and  roso- 
'ution,  after  they  have  been  fairly  convicted 
of  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge." 

The  clergyman  having  thus  explained  the 
economy  of  the  place,  as  well  as  the  cause 
of  his  own  confinement,  began  to  discover 
signs  of  curiosity  touching  our  hero's  situa- 
tion ;  and  Pickle,  thinking  he  could  do  no 
.ess  for  the  satisfaction  of  a  man  who  had 
treated  him  in  such  an  hospitable  manner, 
favoured  him  with  a  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances  which  produced  his  imprisonment ; 
at  tiic  same  time  gratifying  his  resentment 
against  the  minister,  which  delighted  in  re- 
capitulating the  injuries  he  had  received. 
The  parrirn,  who  had  been  prepossessed  in 
favour  of  our  youth  at  first  sight,  tmderstand- 
iMg  what  a  considerable  part  he  had  acted  on 
the  stage  of  life,  felt  his  veneration  increase; 
and,  pleased  v/ith  the  opportunity  of  intro- 
ducing a  stranger  of  his  consequence  to  the 
club,  left  him  to   his  repose,  or   rather   to 


ruminate  on  an  event  whicn  he  had  noi  as 
yet  seriously  cc«isidered. 

I  might  here,  in  imitation  of  some  cele- 
brated writers,  furnish  out  a  page  or  two. 
with  the  reflections  lie  made  upon  the  in- 
stability of  human  affairs,  the  treachery  of 
the  world,  and  the  temerity  of  youth  ;  and 
endeavour  to  decoy  the  reader  into  a  smile, 
by  some  quaint  observation  of  my  own, 
touching  the  sagacious  moralizer ;  but  besides 
that  I  look  upon  this  practice  as  an  imper- 
tinent anticipation  of  the  peruser's  thoughts, 
I  have  too  much  matter  of  importance  upon 
my  hands,  to  give  the  reader  the  least  reason 
to  believe  that  I  am  driven  to  such  paltry 
shifts,  in  order  to  eke  out  the  volume.  Suf- 
fice it  then  to  say,  our  adventurer  passed  a 
very  uneasy  night,  not  only  from  the  thorny 
suggestions  of  his  mind,  but  likewise  from 
the  anguish  of  his  body,  which  suffered  from 
the  hardness  of  his  couch,  as  well  as  from 
the  natural  inhabitants  thereof,  that  did  not 
tamely  suflfer  his  intrusion. 

In  the  morning  he  was  waked  by  Pipes 
who  brought  upon  his  shoulder  a  port- 
manteau filled  with  necessaries,  according  tc 
the  direction  of  Cadwallader ;  and  tossing  it 
down  upon  the  floor,  regaled  himself  with  a 
quid,  without  the  least  manifestation  of  con- 
cern. After  some  pauses — "  You  see.  Pipes," 
said  his  master,  "to  what  I  have  brought 
myself"  "  Ey,  ey,"  answered  the  valet, 
"once  the  vessel  is  ashore,  what  signifies 
talking?  We  mu.st  bear  a  hand  to  tow  her 
oft",  if  we  can  ;  if  she  wont  budge  for  all  the 
anchors  and  capstans  aboard,  atler  we  have 
lightened  her,  by  cutting  away  her  masts, 
and  heaving  her  gims  and  cargo  overboard, 
why  then,  mayhap  a  brisk  gale  of  wind,  a 
tide,  or  current  setting  from  shore,  may  float 
her  again,  in  the  blast  of  a  whistle.  Here  is 
two  hundred  and  ten  guineas  by  the  tale,  in 
this  here  canvas  bag:  and  upon  this  scrap  of 
paper — no,  avast — that's  my  discharge  from 
the  parish  for  Moll  Trundle — ey,  here  it  is, 
an  order  for  thirty  pounds  upon  the  what- 
d'ye-call-'em  in  the  city;  and  two  tickets  for 
twenty-five  and  eighteen,  which  I  lent,  d'ye 
see,  to  Sam  Studding  to  buy  a  cargo  of  rum, 
when  he  hoisted  the  sign  of  the  Commodore 
at  St  Catherine's."  So  saying,  he  spread 
his  whole  stock  upon  the  table  for  the  ac- 
ceptance of  Peregrine  ;  who,  being  very 
much  aflx'cted  with  this  fresh  instance  of  his 
attachment,  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
seeing  he  had  been  such  a  good  economist, 
and  paid  his  wages  up  to  that  very  day. 
He  thanked  him  for  his  faithful  services, 
and,  observing  that  he  himself  was  no  longer 
in  a  condition  to  maintain  a  domestic,  ad- 
vised him  to  retire  to  the  garrison,  where  he 
would  be  kindly  received  by  his  friend 
Hatchway,  to  whom  he  would  recommend 
him  in  the  strongest  terms. 

Pipes  looked  blank  at  this  une?  pectod  in 
timalion,  to  which  he  replied,  that  he  WAutti. 
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neither  pay  nor  provision,  but  only  to  be  em- 
ployed as  a  tender ;  and  lliat  lie  would  not 
steer  his  course  for  the  garrison,  unless  his 
master  would  tir«t  take  his  lunibor  aboard. 
Pickle,  however,  peremptorily  rct'uscd  to 
touch  a  farthinif  of  the  money,  which  he 
conimandid  hini  to  put  up  ;  and  I'ipes  was 
so  mortified  at  his  refusal,  that,  twisting 
the  notes  tocrether,  he  threw  them  into  the 
fire  without  hesitation,  crying,  "damn  the 
money  I"  The  canvas  bag,  willi  its  contents, 
would  have  shared  the  same  fate,  had  not 
Peregrine  started  up,  and  snatching  the 
paper  from  the  flames,  ordered  his  valet  to 
ibrbear,  on  pain  of  being  banished  for  ever 
from  his  sight.  He  told  him,  that,  for  the 
present,  there  was  a  necessity  tor  his  being 
dismissed,  and  he  discharged  him  according- 
ly ;  but  if  he  would  go  and  live  quietly  with 
the  lieutenant,  he  promised,  on  the  first 
favourable  turn  of  his  fortune,  to  take  him 
again  into  his  service.  In  the  mean  time  he 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  he  neither 
wanted,  nor  would  make  any  use  of  his 
money,  which  he  insisted  upon  his  pocketing 
immediately,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  all  title 
to  his  favour. 

Pipes  was  very  much  chagrined  at  these 
injunctions,  to  which  he  made  no  reply;  but 
sweeping  the  money  into  his  bag,  stalked  off 
in  silence,  with  a  look  of  grief  and  mortifi- 
cation, which  his  countenance  had  never  ex- 
hibited before.  Nor  was  the  proud  heart  of 
Pickle  unmoved  upon  the  occasion ;  he  could 
scarce  suppress  his  sorrow  in  the  presence 
of  Pipes,  and,  soon  as  he  was  gone,  it  vented 
itself  in  tears. 

Having  no  great  pleasure  in  conversing 
with  his  own  thoughts,  he  dressed  himself 
with  all  convenient  dispatch,  being  attended 
by  one  of  the  occasional  valets  of  the  place, 
who  had  formerly  been  a  rich  mercer  in  the 
city  ;  and  this  operation  being  performed,  he 
went  to  breakfast  at  the  coffeehouse,  where 
!ie  happened  to  meet  with  his  friend  the 
3lerg)-man,  and  several  persons  of  genteel 
appearance,  to  whom  the  doctor  introduced 
him  as  a  new  messmate.  By  these  gentle- 
men he  was  conducted  to  a  place,  where 
they  spent  the  forenoon  in  playing  at  fives, 
an  exercise  in  which  our  hero  took  singular 
delight ;  and  about  one  o'clock  a  court  was 
held,  for  the  trial  of  two  delinquents,  who 
had  transgressed  the  laws  of  honesty  and 
good  order. 

The  first  who  appeared  at  the  bar  was  an 
attorney,  accused  of  having  picked  a  gentle- 
man's pocket  of  his  handkerchief;  and  the 
feet  being  proved  by  incontestable  evidence, 
he  recei\ed  sentence.  In  consequence  of 
which,  he  was  immediately  carried  to  the 
public  pump,  and  subjected  to  a  severe  cas- 
cade of  cold  water.  This  cause  being  dis- 
cussed, they  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  the 
other  offender,  who  was  a  lieutenant  of  a 
man  of  war,  indicted  for  a  riot,  which  he  had 
2(i 


committed  in  company  with  a  female,  not 
yet  taken,  against  the  laws  of  the  place,  and 
the  peace  of  his  fellow-prisoners.  The 
culprit  had  been  very  obstro{)crous,  and  ab- 
solutely refused  to  oU^y  the  summons,  with 
many  expressions  of  contempt  and  defiance 
against  the  authority  of  the  court  ;  upon 
which  the  constables  were  ordered  to  bring 
him  to  the  bar,  vi  et  armis :  and  he  was  ac- 
cordingly brought  before  the  judge,  after  hav- 
ing made  a  most  desperate  resistance  with  a 
hanger,  by  which  one  of  the  olficers  was 
dangerously  wounded.  This  outrage  was 
such  an  aggravation  of  his  crime,  that  the 
court  would  not  venture  to  decide  upon  it, 
but  remitted  him  to  the  sentence  of  the 
warden ;  who,  by  virtue  of  his  dictatorial 
power,  ordered  the  rioter  to  be  loaded  with 
irons,  and  confined  in  the  strong  room,  whicii 
is  a  dismal  dungeon,  situated  upon  tlie  side 
of  a  ditch,  infested  with  toads  and  vermin, 
surcharged  with  noisome  damps,  and  imper- 
vious to  the  least  ray  of  light. 

Justice  being  done  upon  these  criminals, 
our  adventurer  and  his  company  adjourned 
to  the  ordinary,  which  was  kept  in  the  coffee- 
house  ;  and  he  found,  upon  inquiry,  that  big 
messmates  consisted  of  one  officer,  two  un- 
derwriters, three  projectors,  an  alchymist,  an 
attorney,  a  parson,  a  brace  of  poets,  a  baronet, 
and  a  knight  of  the  bath.  The  dinner, 
though  not  sumptuous,  nor  very  elegantly 
served  up,  was  nevertheless  substantial,  and 
pretty  well  dressed :  the  wine  was  tolerable, 
and  all  the  guests  as  cheerful  as  if  they  had 
been  utter  strangers  to  calamity:  so  that  our 
adventurer  began  to  relisii  the  company, 
and  mi.x  in  the  conversation,  with  that 
sprightliness  and  ease  which  were  peculiar 
to  his  disposition.  The  repast  being  ended, 
the  reckoning  paid,  and  part  of  the  gentle- 
men withdrawn  to  cards,  or  other  avocations, 
those  who  remained,  among  whom  Pere- 
grine made  one,  agreed  to  spend  the  after- 
noon in  conversation  over  a  bowl  of  punch  ; 
and  the  liquor  being  produced,  they  passed 
the  time  very  socially  in  various  topics  of 
discourse,  including  many  curious  anecdotes 
relating  to  their  own  affairs.  No  man 
scrupled  to  own  the  nature  of  the  debt  for 
which  he  was  confined,  unless  it  happened  to 
be  some  piddling  affair;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
boasted  of  the  importance  of  the  sum,  as  a 
circumstance  that  implied  his  having  been  a 
person  of  consequence  in  life;  and  he  who 
made  the  most  remarkable  escapes  from  bai- 
liffs, was  looked  upon  as  a  man  of  superior 
genius  and  address. 

Among  other  extraordinary  adventures  of 
this  kind,  none  was  more  romantic  than  the 
last  elopement  achieved  by  the  officer  ;  who 
told  them  he  had  been  arrested  for  a  debt  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  at  a  time  when  h« 
could  not  command  as  many  pence,  and  con. 
veyed  to  the  bailiff's  house,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued a  whole  fortnight,  moving  his  lodgings 
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higlier  and  higher,  from  time  to  time,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  decay  of  his  credit ;  until,  from 
the  parlour,  he  had  made  a  regular  ascent  to 
the  garret.  There,  while  he  ruminated  on 
his  next  step,  which  would  have  been  to  the 
Marshalsea,  and  saw  the  night  coming  on, 
attended  by  hunger  and  cold,  the  wind  began 
to  blow,  and  the  tiles  of  the  house  rattled 
with  the  storm  ;  his  imagination  was  imme- 
diately struck  with  the  idea  of  escaping  un- 
perceived,  amidst  the  darkness  and  noise  of 
the  tempest,  by  creeping  out  of  the  window 
of  his  apartment,  and  making  his  way  over 
the  tops  of  the  adjoining  houses.  Glowing 
with  this  prospect,  he  examined  the  passage, 
»vhich,  to  his  infinite  mortification,  he  found 
grated  with  iron  bars  on  the  outside  ;  but 
even  this  difficulty  did  not  divert  him  from 
his  purpose.  Conscious  of  his  own  strength, 
he  believed  himself  able  to  make  a  hole 
through  the  roof,  which  seemed  to  be  slender 
and  crazy  ;  and  on  this  supposition,  he  bar- 
ricadoed  the  door  with  the  whole  furniture 
of  the  room  ;  then  setting  himself  to  work 
with  a  pokei,  he  in  a  few  minutes  effected  a 
passage  for  his  hand,  with  which  he  gradually 
stripped  off  the  boards  and  tiling,  so  as  to 
open  a  sally-port  for  his  whole  body,  through 
which  he  fairly  set  himself  free,  groping  his 
way  towards  the  next  tenement.  Here, 
however,  he  met  with  an  unlucky  accident. 
His  hat  being  blown  of  his  head,  chanced  to 
fall  into  the  court  just  as  one  of  the  bailiff's 
followers  was  knocking  at  the  door;  and  this 
myrmidon  recognising  it,  immediately  gave 
the  alarm  to  his  chief,  who,  running  uj)  stairs 
to  the  garret,  forced  open  the  door  in  a 
twinkling,  notwithstanding  the  precautions 
which  the  prisoner  had  taken,  and,  with  his 
attendant,  pursued  the  fugitive  through  his 
own  track.  "Afler  this  chase  had  continued 
some  time,"  said  the  officer,  "  to  the  im- 
minent danger  of  all  three,  I  found  my  pro- 
gress suddenly  stopped  by  a  sky-light,  through 
which  I  perceived  seven  tailors  sitting  at 
«'ork  upon  a  board.  Without  the  least  hesi- 
tation, or  previous  notice,  I  plunged  among 
them  with  my  backside  foremost.  Before 
they  could  recollect  themselves  from  the 
consternation  occasioned  by  such  a  strange 
visit,  I  told  them  my  situation,  and  gave 
them  to  understand  that  there  was  no  time  to 
be  lost.  One  of  tlie  number  taking  tiie  hint, 
led  me  instantly  down  stairs,  and  dismissed 
me  at  the  street-door  ;  while  the  bailifi'  and 
his  follower,  arriving  at  the  breach,  were  de- 
terred from  entering  by  the  brethren  of  my 
deliverer,  who,  presenting  their  shears,  like  a 
range  of  chevaux  de  frize,  commanded  them 
to  retire,  on  pain  of  immediate  death  :  and 
the  catclipole,  rather  than  risk  his  carcass, 
r.onsented  to  discharge  the  debt,  comforting 
himself  with  the  hope  of  making  me  prisoner 
again.  There,  however,  he  was  disappoint- 
ed :  I  kept  snug,  and  laughed  at  his  escape- 
Karrant,  until   I   was    ordered   abroad  with 


the  regiment,  when  I  conveyed  myself  in  n 
hearse  to  Gravesend,  where  1  embarked  for 
Flanders  ;  but,  being  obliged  to  come  over 
again  on  the  recruiting  service,  I  was  nabbed 
on  another  score ;  and  ail  the  satisfaction  mv 
first  captor  has  been  able  to  obtain,  is  a  writ 
of  detainer,  which,  I  believe,  will  fix  me  in 
this  place,  until  the  parliament,  in  its  great 
goodness,  shall  think  proper  to  discharge  my 
debts  by  a  new  act  of  insolvency." 

Every  body  owned,  that  the  captain's  suc- 
cess was  equal  to  the  hardiness  of  his  enter- 
prise, which  was  altogether  in  the  style  of  a 
soldier ;  but  one  of  the  merchants  observed, 
that  he  must  have  been  a  bailiff  of  small  ex- 
perience, who  would  trust  a  prisoner  of  that 
consequence  in  such  an  unguarded  place.  "  ll 
the  captain,"  said  he,  "  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  such  a  cunning  rascal  as  the  fellow 
that  arrested  me,  he  would  not  have  found  it 
such  an  easy  matter  to  escape;  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  1  was  caught  is  perhaps  the 
most  extraordinary  that  ever  was  practised 
in  these  realms.  You  must  know,  gentle- 
men, I  suffered  such  lossses  by  insuring  vess- 
els during  tiie  war,  that  I  was  obliged  to 
stop  payment,  though  my  expectations  were 
such  as  encouraged  me  to  manage  one  branch 
of  business,  without  coming  to  any  immedi- 
ate composition  with  my  creditors.  In  short, 
I  received  consignments  from  abroad  as 
usual ,  and,  that  I  might  not  be  subject  to  the 
visits  of  those  catchpoles,  I  never  stirred 
abroad,  but,  turning  my  first  floor  into  a  ware- 
house, ordered  all  my  goods  to  be  hoisted  up 
by  a  crane  fixed  to  the  upper  story  of  my 
house.  Divers  were  the  stratagems  prac- 
tised by  those  ingenious  ferrets,  with  a  view 
of  decoying  me  from  the  walls  of  my  fortifi- 
cation. I  received  innumerable  messages 
from  people,  who  wanted  to  see  me  at  cer- 
tain taverns,  upon  particular  business  ;  I  was 
summoned  into  the  country,  to  see  my  own 
mother,  who  was  said  to  be  at  the  point  of 
death.  A  gentlewoman,  one  night,  was  tak- 
en in  labour  on  my  threshold  ;  at  another 
time  I  was  disturbed  with  the  cry  of  murder 
on  the  street,  and  once  I  was  alarmed  by  a 
false  fire.  But,  being  still  upon  my  guard, 
I  baffled  all  their  attempts,  and  thought  my- 
self quite  secure  from  their  invention,  when 
one  of  those  blood-hounds,  inspired,  I  be- 
lieve, by  the  devil  himself,  contrived  a  snare 
by  which  I  was  at  last  entrapped.  He  made 
it  his  business  to  inquire  into  the  particulars 
of  my  traffic;  and  understandingthat,  among 
other  things,  there  were  several  chests  of 
Florence  entered  at  the  custom-house  on  my 
behalf,  he  ordered  himself  to  be  closed  in  a 
box  of  the  same  dimensions,  with  air-holes 
in  the  bottom  for  the  benefit  of  breathing 
and  No.  IH.  marked  upon  the  cover  ;  and  be- 
ing conveyed  to  my  door  in  a  cart,  among 
other  goods,  was,  in  his  turn,  hois'ed  up  tu 
my  warehouse,  where  I  stood  with  a  ham- 
mer, in  order  to  open  thochebts,  tiiat  I  mighl 
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tompare  tlie  coiiteiita  with  the  invoice.  You 
may  guess  my  surprise  and  coiistcruatioii, 
•vhen,  upon  uncovering  llie  box,  I  saw  a 
Ixiiliii"  rearinjj  up  liis  tiead,  like  Lazarus  from 
the  grave,  and  heard  him  declare  that  he  had 
a  writ  against  nie  lor  a  thousand  pounds ! 
Indeed,  I  aimed  tiie  hammer  at  his  head,  but 
HI  the  hurry  of  my  confusion,  missed  my 
mark  ;  before  I  could  repeat  the  blow,  he 
started  up  with  great  agility,  and  executed  his 
office  in  sight  of  several  evidences  whom  he 
liad  assembled  in  tlie  street  for  that  purpose; 
so  that  I  could  not  possibly  disentangle  my- 
self from  tlie  toil  without  incurringan  escape- 
warrant,  from  which  I  had  no  protection. 
But,  had  I  known  the  contents  of  the  ciiest, 
by  all  that's  good  !  I  would  have  ordered  my 
porter  to  raise  it  up  as  high  as  the  crane 
would  permit,  and  then  have  cut  the  rope  by 
«ccidcnt." 

•'  That  expedient,"  said  the  knight  with  the 
red  ribbon,  "would  have  discouraged  him 
from  such  hazardous  attempts  for  the  future, 
•ind  would  have  been  an  example  in  terro- 
\-ein  of  all  his  brethren.  The  story  puts  me 
in  mind  of  a  deliverance  achieved  by  Tom 
Hackabout,  a  very  stout  lionest  fellow,  an 
old  acquaintance  of  mine,  who  had  been  so 
liimous  for  maiming  bailiti's,  that  another  gen- 
tleman having  been  ill  used  at  a  spunging- 
liouse,  no  sooner  obtained  his  liberty,  than, 
with  a  view  of  being  revenged  upon  the  land- 
lord, he,  for  five  shillings,  bought  one  of 
Tom's  notes,  which  sold  at  a  very  large  dis- 
count, and  taking  out  a  writ  upon  it,  put  it 
mto  the  hands  of  the  bailiff',  who  had  used 
him  ill.  The  catchpolo,  after  a  diligent 
search,  had  an  opportunity  of  executing  the 
writ  upon  the  defendant,  who,  without  cere- 
mony, broke  one  of  his  arms,  fractured  his 
skull,  and  belaboured  him  in  such  a  manner, 
'.hat  he  lay  without  sense  or  motion  on  the 
upot.  IJy  such  exploits  the  hero  became  so 
"brniidable,  that  no  single  bailitf  would  un- 
lertake  to  arrest  him  ;  so  that  ho  appeared 
.n  all  public  places  untouched.  At  length, 
lowcver,  several  otficers  of  the  Mrirslialsea- 
court  entered  into  a  confederacy  agamst  him  ; 
md  two  of  the  number,  attended  by  three 
desperate  fellows,  ventured  to  arrest  him  one 
day  in  the  Strand,  near  IJungerford  market: 
he  found  it  impossible  to  make  resistance, 
because  the  whole  gang  sprung  upon  him  at 
once,  like  so  many  tigers,  and  puiioned  his 
arms  so  fast,  that  he  could  not  wag  a  finger. 
Perceiving  himself  fairly  overpowered,  he 
desired  to  be  conducted  forthwith  to  jail,  and 
was  stowed  in  a  boat  accordingly ;  by  the 
time  they  had  reached  the  middle  of  the  river, 
he  found  means  to  overset  the  wherry  by 
accident,  and  every  man  disregarding  the 
prisoner,  consulted  his  own  safety.  As  for 
Hackabout,  to  whom  that  clement  was  quite 
familiar,  he  mo-mted  astride  upon  the  keel  of 
the  boat,  which  was  uppermost,  and  e.vhorted 
the  bailifis  to  swim  for  their  lives:  protest- 


ing, before  God,  that  they  had  no  other 
chance  to  bo  saved. 

"The  watermen  were  immediately  taken 
up  by  some  of  their  own  friends,  who,  far 
from  yielding  any  assistance  lO  the  catcli- 
poles,  kept  aloof,  and  exulted  in  their  ca- 
lamity. In  short,  two  of  the  five  went  to 
the  bottom,  and  never  saw  the  light  of  God's 
sun,  and  the  other  three,  with  great  difiicul- 
ty,  saved  themselves  by  laying  hold  on  the 
rudder  of  a  dung  barge,  to  winch  they  were 
carried  by  the  stream,  while  Tom,  with  great 
deliberation,  swam  across  to  the  Surry  shore. 
After  this  achievement,  he  was  so  much 
dreaded  by  the  whole  fraternity,  that  they 
shivered  at  the  very  mention  of  his  name  ; 
and  this  character,  which  some  people  would 
think  an  advantage  to  a  man  in  debt,  was 
the  greatest  misfortune  that  could  possibly 
happen  to  him  ;  because  no  tradesman  would 
give  him  credit  for  the  least  trifle,  on  the 
supposition  that  he  could  not  indenmify  him- 
self in  the  common  course  of  law." 

The  parson  did  not  approve  of  Mr  Hacka- 
bout's  method  of  escaping,  which  he  consid- 
ered as  a  very  unchristian  attempt  upon  the 
lives  of  his  fellow-subjects  : — "  It  is  enough," 
said  he,  "that  we  elude  the  laws  of  our  coun- 
try, without  murdering  the  officers  of  jus- 
tice :  for  my  own  part,  I  can  lay  my  hand 
upon  my  heart,  and  safely  say,  that  I  forgive 
from  my  soul  the  fellow  by  whom  I  was  made 
a  prisoner,  although  the  circumstances  of 
his  behaviour  were  treacherous,  wicked,  and 
profane.  You  must  know,  Mr  Pickle,  I  was 
one  day  called  into  my  chapel,  in  order  to 
join  a  couple  in  the  holy  bands  of  matri- 
mony; and  my  aflairs  being  at  that  time  so 
situated,  as  to  lay  me  under  the  apprehen- 
sions of  an  arrest,  I  cautiously  surveyed  the 
man  through  a  lattice  which  was  made  for 
that  purpose,  before  I  would  venture  to  come 
within  his  reach.  He  was  clothed  in  a  sea- 
man's jacket  and  trowscrs,  and  had  such  an 
air  of  simplicity  in  his  countenance,  as  di- 
vested me  of  all  suspicion  :  I  therefore,  with- 
out any  fiirther  scruple,  trusted  myself  in  his 
presence,  began  to  exercise  the  duty  of  my 
function,  and  had  actually  performed  one 
half  of  the  ceremony,  when  the  supposed 
woman,  pulling  out  a  paper  from  her  bosom, 
exclaimed,  with  a  masculine  voice, — 'Sir, 
you  are  my  prisoner ;  I  have  got  a  writ 
against  you  for  live  hundred  pounds.'  I  wag 
thunderstruck  at  this  declaration,  not  so 
much  on  account  of  my  own  misfortune, 
which  (thank  heaven)  I  can  bear  with  pa- 
tience and  resignation,  as  at  the  impiety  of 
the  wretch,  first  in  disguising  such  a  worldly 
aim  under  the  cloak  of  religion  ;  and,  se- 
condly, in  prostituting  the  service,  when 
tiiere  was  no  occasion  for  so  doing,  liis  de- 
sign having  previously  taken  effect.  Yet  [ 
forgive  him,  poor  soul !  because  he  knew 
not  what  he  did  :  and  I  hope  you,  Sir  Sipple, 
will  exert  the  same  chnstian  virtue  towardu 
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che   man   by  whom  you  were  likewise  over- 
reached." 

"Oh!  damn  the  rascal,"  cried  the  knight, 
'•were  I  his  judge,  he  should  be  condemned 
to  tiames  everlasting.  A  villain  !  to  disgrace 
me  in  such  a  manner,  before  almost  all  the 
fashionable  company  in  town."  Our  hero 
expressing  a  curiosity  to  know  the  particu- 
lars of  this  adventure,  the  knight  gratified 
his  desire,  by  telling  him,  that  one  evening. 


tained  with  the  memoirs  of  a  noted  per- 
sonage,  whom  he  sees  by  accident  in  the 
Fleet. 

The  knight  had  scarce  finished  his  narrative, 
when  our  hero  was  told,  that  a  gentleman  in 
the  cotTee-room  wanted  to  see  him ;  and  wliea 
he  went  thither  he  found  his  friend  Crabtree, 
who  had  transacted  all  his  affairs,  according 
to  the  determination  of  the  preceding  day ; 


while  he  was  engaged  in  a  party  of  cards,  at  i  and  now  gave  him   an  account  of  tiie  ro' 


a  drum  in  the  house  of  a  certain  lady  ofqual 
ity,  he  was  given  to  understand  by  one  of  the 
servants,  that  a  stranger,  very  richly  dressed, 
was  just  arrived  in  a  chair,  preceded  by  five 
footmen  with  flambeaux,  and  that  he  refused 
to  come  up  stairs,  until  he  should  be  intro- 
duced by  Sir  Sipple.     "  Upon  this  notice," 
continued  tiie  knight,  "I  judged  it  was  some 
of  my  quality  friends ;  and  having  obtained 
her  ladyship's  permission  to  bring  him  up, 
went  down  to  the  hall,  and  perceived  a  per- 
son, whom,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I 
had  never  seen  before.     However,  his  ap- 
l)earancc  was  so  magnificent,  that  I  could  not 
harbour  the  least  suspicion  of  his  true  qual- 
ity ;  and,  seeing  me  advance,  he  saluted  me 
with    a  very  genteel   bow,    observing,    that 
though  he  had  not  the  honour  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, he   could  not  dispense  with    waiting 
upon  me,  even  on  that  occasion,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  letter  which  he   had  received 
from  a  particular  friend.     So  saying,  he  put 
a  paper  into  my  hand,  intimating,  that  he  had 
got   a    writ    against    me   for   ten    thousand 
pounds,  and  that  it  would  be  my  interest  to 
submit  without  resistance,  for  he  was  provid- 
ed with  a  guard  of  twenty  men,  who  sur- 
rounded the  door  in  different  disguises,  de- 
termined to  secure  me  against  all  opposition. 
Enraged  at  tlje  scoundrel's  finesse,  and  trust- 
ing to  the  assistance  of  the  real  footmen  as- 
sembled in  tiie  hall, — '  So,  you  are  a  rascally 
bailiff,'  said  I,  '  who  have  assumed  the  garb 
of  a  gentleman,  in  order  to  disturb  her  lady- 
ship's company.     Take  this  fellow,  my  lads, 
and  roll    him    in   the  kennel ;   here  are  ten 
guineas  for  your  trouble.'    These  words  were 
no  sooner   pronounced,  than  I  was  seized, 
lifted  up,  placed  in  a  chair,  and  carried  off  in 
the  twinkling  of  an   eye  ;  not  but  that  the 
servants  of  the  house  and  some  other  footmen 
made  a  motion  toward  my  rescue,  and  alarmed 
ail  the  company  above  ;  but  the  bailiff  affirm- 
ing, with  undaunted  effrontery,  that  I  was 
taken  up  up:)n  an  affair  of  state,  and  so  many 
people  appearing  in  his  behalf,  the  countess 
would  not  suffer  tlie  supposed  messenger  to  be 
insulted  ;  and  he  carried  me  to  the  county 
jail,  without  further  let  or  molestation." 


CHAPTER  XCVIII. 

PirMe  seems  tolerably  well  reconciled  to 
his  cage ;  and  is  by  the  clergyman  enter- 


niarks  he  had  overheard,  on  the  subject  of 
his  misfortune  ; — for  the  manner  of  arrest 
was  so  public  and  extraordinar}',  that  those 
who  were  present  immediately  propagated 
it  among  their  acquaintance,  and  it  was  that 
same  evening  discoursed  upon  at  several  tea 
and  card  tables,  with  this  variation  from  the 
truth,  that  the  debt  amounted  to  twelve 
thousand  instead  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  : 
from  which  circumstance  it  was  conjectured, 
that  Peregrine  was  a  bite  from  the  begin- 
ning, who  had  found  credit  on  account  of  his 
effrontery  and  appearance,  and  imposed  him- 
self upon  the  town  as  a  young  gentleman  oi 
fortune.  They  rejoiced,  therefore,  at  his  ca- 
lamity, which  they  considered  as  a  just  pun- 
ishment for  his  fraud  and  presumption,  and 
began  to  review  certain  particulars  of  his 
conduct,  that  plainly  demonstrated  him  to 
be  a  rank  adventurer,  long  before  he  had  ar- 
rived at  this  end  of  his  career. 

Pickle,  who  now  believed  his  glory  was  set 
for  ever,  received  this  intelligence  with  that 
disdain  which  enables  a  man  to  detach  him- 
self efiectually  from  the  world,  and,  with 
great  tranquillity,  gave  the  misanthrope  an 
entertaining  detail  of  what  he  had  seen  and 
heard  since  their  last  parting.  While  they 
amused  themselves  in  this  manner  over  a  dish 
of  coffee,  they  were  joined  by  the  parson, 
who  congratulated  our  hero  upon  his  bearing 
this  mischance  with  such  philosophic  quiet, 
and  began  to  regale  the  two  friends  with 
some  curious  circumstances  relating  to  the 
private  history  of  the  several  prisoners  aa 
they  happened  to  come  in. 

At  length  a  gentleman  entered  ;  at  sight 
of  whom  the  clergj'man  rose  up,  and  saluted 
him  with  a  most  reverential  bow,  which  was 
graciously  returned  by  the  stranger,  w^ho, 
with  a  young  man  that  attended  him,  retired 
to  the  other'^end  of  the  room.  They  were 
no  sooner  out  of  hearing,  than  the  commu- 
nicative  priest  desired  his  company  to  take 
particular  notice  of  this  pcrpon  to  whom  he 
had  paid  his  respects:  "That  man,''  said  he, 
"  is  this  day  one  of  the  most  flagrant  instances 
of  neglected  virtue  which  the  world  can  pro- 
duce. Over  and  above  a  cool  discerning 
head,  fraught  with  uncommon  learning  and 
experience,  he  is  possessed  of  such  fortitude 
and  resolution,  as  no  difficulties  can  discour- 
age, and  no  danger  impair;  and  so  indefati- 
gable  in  his  humanity,  that  even  now,  while 
he  is  surrounded  with  such  embarrassments 
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h8  would  distrait  the  brain  of  an  ordinary 
■nortal,  lie  has  added  L-i>nsidcrabl_v  to  liis  in- 
cumbrances, by  taking  under  his  protection 
that  young  orentleinan,  who,  induced  by  his 
character,  appealed  to  his  benevolence  for 
redress  of  tlie  grievances  under  whicli  he 
labours  from  the  villainy  of  his  guardian." 

Peregrine's  curiosity  being  excited  by  this 
encomium,  he  asked  the  name  of  this  gener- 
ous patron,  of  which  when  he  was  informed, 
— "I  am  no  stranger,"  said  he, "to  the  fame 
)f  that  gentleman,  who  hus  made  a  consider- 
able noise  in  the  world,  on  account  of  that 
great  cause  he  undertook  in  defence  of  an 
unhappy  orphan  ;  and,  since  he  is  a  person 
of  such  an  amiable  disposition,  lam  heartily 
sorry  to  fmd  that  his  endeavours  have  not 
met  with  that  successful  issue  which  their 
good  fortune  in  the  beginning  seemed  to 
promise.  Indeed  the  circumstance  of  his 
espousing  that  cause  was  so  uncommon  and 
romantic,  and  the  depravity  of  the  human 
heart  so  universal,  that  some  people,  unac- 
quainted with  his  real  character,  imagined 
his  views  were  altogether  selfish  ;  and  some 
were  not  wanting,  who  affirmed  he  was  a 
mere  adventurer.  Nevertheless,  I  must  do 
him  the  justice  to  own,  I  have  heard  some 
of  the  most  virulent  of  those  who  were  con- 
cerned on  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
bear  testimony  in  his  favour,  observing,  that 
he  was  deceived  into  the  expense  of  the 
whole,  by  the  plausible  story  which  at  first 
engaged  his  compassion.  Your  description 
of  his  character  confirms  me  in  the  same 
opinion,  though  I  am  quite  ignorant  of  the 
alTair ;  the  particulars  of  which  I  should  be 
glad  to  learn,  as  well  as  a  genuine  account 
of  his  own  life,  many  circumstances  of  which 
are,  by  his  enemies,  I  believe,  egregiously 
misrepresented." 

"  Sir,"  answered  the  priest,  "  that  is  a  piece 
of  satisfaction  which  I  am  glad  to  find  my- 
self capable  of  giving  you:   I  have  had  the 

pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  Mr  M 

from  his  youth;  and  every  tiling  which  I 
shall  relate  concerning  him,  you  may  depend 
upon  as  a  fact  which  hath  fallen  under  my 
own  cognizance,  or  been  vojched  upon  the 
credit  of  undoubted  evidence. 

"  Mr  M 's  father  was  a  minister  of  the 

established  church  of  Scotland,  descended 
from  a  very  ancient  clan,  and  his  mother 
nearly  related  to  a  noble  family  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  kingdom.  While  the  son 
was  boarded  at  a  public  school,  where  he 
made  good  progress  in  the  Latin  tongue,  his 
father  died,  and  he  was  lefb  an  orphan  to 
the  care  of  an  uncle,  who,  finding  him  de- 
termined against  any  servile  employment, 
kept  him  at  school,  that  he  might  prepare 
himself  for  the  university,  with  a  view  of 
Deing  qualified  for  his  father's  profession. 

"  Here  his  imagination  was  so  heated  by 
,he  war  ike  achievements  he  found  recorded 
n  the  latin  autlu  rs,  such  as  Cesar,  Curtius, 


and  Buchanan,  that  he  was  seized  with  an 
irresistibi<j  thir.st  of  military  glory,  and  de- 
sire of  trying  his  fortune  in  the  army.  Ilia 
majesty's  troops  taking  tiie  field,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rebellion  which  liapi)ened  in 
the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  fiileen,  this 
young  adventurer,  thinking  no  life  equal  to 
that  of  a  soldier,  found  means  to  furnish  him- 
self witli  a  fusil  and  bayonet,  and,  leaving 
the  school,  rejjaired  to  the  camp  near  Stir- 
ling, with  a  view  of  signalizing  himself  in 
the  field,  tliough  he  was  at  that  time  but  just 
turned  of  thirteen.  lie  ofiered  his  service 
to  several  officers,  in  hope  of  being  enlisted 
in  their  companies  ;  but  they  would  not  re- 
ceive iiim,  because  they  rightly  concluded, 
that  he  was  some  school-boy  broke  loose, 
without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  his  re- 
lations. Notwithstanding  this  discourage- 
ment, he  continued  in  camp,  curiously  prying 
into  every  part  of  the  service;  and  such  was 
the  resolution  conspicuous  in  him,  even  at 
such  a  tender  age,  that,  after  his  small 
finances  were  exhausted,  he  persisted  in  his 
design  ;  and,  because  he  would  not  make  his 
wants  known,  actually  subsisted  for  several 
days  on  hips,  haws,  and  sloes,  and  other 
spontaneous  fruits  which  he  gathered  in  the 
woods  and  fields.  Meanwhile,  he  never  failed 
to  be  present,  when  any  regiment  or  corps 
of  men  were  drawn  out  to  be  exercised  and 
reviewed,  and  accompanied  them  in  all  their 
evolutions,  which  he  had  learned  to  great 
perfection  by  observing  the  companies  which 
were  quartered  in  the  place  where  he  was  at 
school.  This  eagerness  and  perseverance 
attracted  the  notice  of  many  officers,  who, 
after  having  commended  his  spirit  and  zeal, 
pressed  him  to  return  to  his  parents,  and 
even  threatened  to  expel  him  from  the  camp, 
if  he  would  not  comply  with  their  advice. 

"These  remonstrances  having  no  othet 
effect  than  that  of  warning  him  to  avoid  his 
monitors,  they  thought  proper  to  alter  their 
behaviour  towards  him,  took  him  into  their 
protection,  and  even  into  their  mess;  and 
what,  above  all  other  marks  of  favour,  pleas- 
ed the  young  soldier  most,  permitted  him  to 
incorporate  in  the  battalion,  and  take  his 
turn  of  duty  with  the  other  men.  In  this 
happy  situation  he  was  discovered  by  a  re- 
lation of  his  mother,  who  was  a  captain  in 
the  army,  and  who   used   all   his   authority 

and  influence  in  persuading  M to  leturn 

to  school;  but  finding  him  deaf  to  his  ad- 
monitions and  threats,  he  took  liiin  under 
his  own  care,  and,  when  the  army  marched 
to  Dumblane,  left  him  at  Stirling,  with  ex 
press  injunctions  to  keep  himself  within  the 
walls. 

"  He  temporised  with  his  kinsman,  fearing, 
that,  should  ho  seem  refractory,  the  captaiu 
would  have  ordered  him  to  be  shut  up  in  the 
castle.  Inflamed  with  the  desire  of  seeing  a 
battle,  his  relation  no  sooner  marched  ofl^fhe 
ground,  than  he  mixed  in  with  another  rogi 
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ment,  to  which  his  former  patrons  belonged, 
and  proceeded  to  the  field,  where  he  distin- 
guished himself,  even  at  that  early  period  of 
life,  by  his  gallantry,  in  helping  to  retrieve 
a  pair  of  colours  belonging  to  M 's  regi- 
ment ,  so  that,  after  the  affair,  he  war*  pre- 
sented to  the  duke  of  Argyle,  and  recom- 
mended strongly  to  Brigadier  Grant,  who 
invited  him  into  his  regiment,  and  promised 
to  provide  for  him  with  the  first  opportunity: 
but  that  gentleman  in  a  little  time  lost  his 
command,  upon  the  duke's  disgrace,  and  tlie 
regiment  was  ordered  for  Ireland,  being  given 
to  Colonel  Nassau,  whose  favour  the  young 
volunteer  acquired  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
was  recommended  to  the  king  for  an  en- 
signcy,  which  in  all  probability  he  would 
have  obtained,  had  not  the  regiment  been 
•inluckily  reduced. 

"In  consequence  of  this  reduction,  which 
nappened  in  the  most  severe  season  of  the 
fear,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  iiis  own 
country,  through  infinite  hardships,  to  which 
he  was  exposed  from  the  narrowness  of  his 
circumstances :  and  continuing  still  enam- 
oured of  a  military  life,  he  entered  into  the 
regiment  of  Scots  Greys,  at  that  time  com- 
manded by  the  late  Sir  James  Campbell,  who 
being  acquainted  with  his  family  and  char- 
acter, encouraged  him  with  the  promise  of 
speedy  preferment.  In  this  corps  he  re- 
tnained  three  years,  during  which  he  had  no 
opportunity  of  seeing  actual  service,  except 
at  the  affair  of  Glensheel;  and  this  life  of 
insipid   quiet  must  have   hung  heavy   upon 

a  youth  of  M 's  active  disposition,  had 

he  not  found  exercise  for  the  mind,  in 
reading  books  of  amusement,  history,  voy- 
ages, and  geography,  togetiicr  witii  those 
which  treated  of  the  art  of  war,  ancient  and 
modern,  for  which  he  contracted  such  an 
eager  appetite,  that  he  used  to  spend  sixteen 
hours  a  day  in  this  employment.  About  that 
time  he  became  acquainted  with  a  gentlemen 
of  learning  and  taste,  who  observing  his  in- 
defatigable application,  and  insatiable  thirst 
atter  knowledge,  took  upon  himself  the 
charge  of  superintending  his  studies  ;  and,  by 
the  direction  of  such  an  able  guide,  the 
young  soldier  converted  his  attention  to  a 
more  solid  and  profitable  course  of  reading. 
So  inordinate  was  liis  desire  of  making 
speedy  advances  in  the  paths  of  learning, 
that,  within  the  compass  of  three  montiis, 
he  diligently  perused  the  writings  of  Locke 
and  Malebranche,  and  made  himself  master 
of  the  first  six,  and  of  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  books  of  Euclid's  Elements.  He 
considered  Puffendorf  and  Grotius  with  un- 
common care,  acquired  a  tolerable  degree  of 
knowledge  in  the  French  language,  and  his 
imagination  was  so  captivated  with  the  de- 
sire of  learning,  that,  seeing  no  pro8])oct  of 
a  war,  or  views  of  being  provided  for  in  the 
service,  he  quitted  the  army,  and  went 
vhrough  a  regular  course  of  university  educa- 


tion. Having  made  such  prognjss  in  hia 
studies,  he  resolved  to  qualify  himself  for  the 
church,  and  acquired  such  a  stock  of  schooi 
divinity,  under  the  instructions  of  a  learned 
professor  at  Edinburgh,  that  he  more  than 
once  mounted  the  rostrum  in  the  public  hall, 
and  held  forth  with  uncommon  applause ; 
but  being  discouraged  from  a  prosecution  of 
his  plan,  by  the  unreasonable  austerity  of 
some  of  the  Scotch  clergy,  by  whom  the 
most  indifierent  and  innocent  words  and  ac- 
tions were  often  misctmstrued  into  levity 
and  misconduct,  he  resolved  to  embrace  the 
first  favourable  opportunity  of  going  abroad 
being  inflamed  with  the  desire  of  seeing  for- 
eign countries,  and  actually  set  out  for  Hol- 
land, where,  for  the  space  of  two  years,  he 
studied  the  Roman  law,  with  the  law  of  na- 
ture and  nations,  under  the  famous  profess- 
ors Tolieu  and  Barbeyrac* 

"Having  thus  finished  his  school  educa- 
tion, he  set  out  for  Paris,  with  a  view  to 
make  himself  perfect  in  the  French  language, 
and  learn  such  useful  exercises,  as  might  be 
acquired  with  the  wretched  remnant  of  his 
slender  estate,  which  was  by  that  time  re- 
duced very  low.  In  his  journey  through  the 
Netherlands,  he  went  to  Namur,  and  paid 
his  respects  to  Bishop  Strickland  and  Ge- 
neral Collier,  by  whom  he  was  received  with 
great  civility,  in  consequence  of  letters  of 
recommendation,  with  which  he  was  pro- 
vided from  the  Hague,  and  the  old  general 
assured  him  of  his  protection  and  interest 
for  a  pair  of  colours,  if  he  was  disposed  to 
enter  into  the  Dutch  service. 

"Though  he  was  by  that  time  pretty  well 
cured  of  his  military  quixotism,  he  would 
not  totally  decline  the  generous  proffer,  for 
which  he  thanked  him  in  the  most  grateful 
terms,  telling  the  general  that  he  would  pay 
his  duty  to  him  on  his  return  from  France, 
and  then,  if  he  could  deternjind  upon  re-en- 
gaging in  the  army,  should  think  himself 
highly  honoured  in  being  under  his  com- 
mand. 

"Atler  a  stay  of  two  months  in  Flanders, 
he  proceeded  to  Paris,  and,  far  from  taking 
up  his  habitation  in  the  suburbs  of  St  Ger- 
main, according  to  the  custom  of  English 
travellers,  he  hired  a  private  lodging  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  associated  chiefly 
with  French  officers,  who  (their  youthful 
sallies  being  over)  are  allowed  to  be  the  po- 
litest gentlemen  of  that  kingdom.  In  this 
scheme  he  found  ids  account  so  much,  that 
he  could  not  but  wonder  at  the  folly  of  his 
countrymen,  who  lose  the  main  scope  of  their 
going  abroad,  by  spending  their  time  and 
fortune  idly  with  one  another. 

"During  his  residence  in  Holland,  he  had 
made  himself  acquainted  with  tiie  beet 
authors  in  the  French  language,  so  that  he 
was  able  to  share  in  their  conversation  ;  a 
circumstance  from  which  he  found  great 
benefit ;    for  it  not  only  improved  him  in  lui. 
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knowledge  of  that  toiifrue,  but  ahso  tended 
to  the  enlartromciit  of  liis  acciuaintancc,  in 
the  course  of  wliiili  he  contracted  intimacies 
in  some  fainilies  of  good  fashion,  esj)ecially 
those  of  the  long  robe,  which  would  have 
enabled  him  to  pass  his  time  very  agreeably, 
had  he  been  a  little  easier  in  point  of  fortune : 
out  his  tinancf's,  notwithstanding  the  most 
rigid  economy,  being  in  a  few  months  re- 
duced to  a  very  low  ebb,  tlie  pros|)Cct  of  in- 
digence tiirew  a  damp  upon  all  his  pleasures, 
though  he  never  sullered  himself  to  bo  there- 
by in  any  degree  dispirited  :  being  in  that 
respect  of  so  happy  a  disposition,  that  con- 
scious poverty  or  abundance  made  very 
slight  impressions  upon  his  mind. 

"  This  consumption  of  his  cash,  however, 
involved  him  in  some  perplexity;  and  he 
deliberated  with  himself,  whether  he  should 
return  to  General  Collier,  or  repair  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  might  possibly  fall  into  some 
business  not  unbecoming  a  gentleman ; 
though  he  was  very  much  mortitiod  to  find 
himself  incapable  of  gratifying  an  inordinate 
desire  which  possessed  him  of  making  the 
grand  tour,  or  at  least  of  visiting-  the  south- 
ern parts  of  France. 

"  While  he  thus  hesitated  between  dif- 
ferent suggestions,  he  was  one  morning  visit- 
ed by  a  gentleman  who  had  sought  and  cul- 
tivated his  friendsliip,  and  for  whom  lie  had 
done  a  good  oilicc,  in  supporting  him  with 
spirit  against  a  brutal  Gorman,  with  whom 
he  had  an  afi'airof  honour.  This  gentleman 
came  to  propose  a  party  for  a  fortniglit,  to 
Fontainebleau,  where   the   court  then  was  ; 

and   the  proposal  being  declined  by  M 

with  mojo  than  usual  stifthess,  his  friend 
was  very  urgent  to  know  the  reason  of  his 
refusal,  and  at  length,  with  some  confusion, 
•aid,     •  Perhaps    your    finances    are    low.' 

M replied,  that  ho  had  wherewithal  to 

defray  the  e.xpenso  of  his  journey  to  London, 
where  he  could  be  furnished  with  a  fresh 
supply ;  and  this  answer  was  no  sooner  made, 
than  the  other,  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
— '  My  dear  friend,'  said  he,  '  I  am  not  un- 
acquainted with  your  affairs,  and  would  have 
offered  you  my  credit  long  ago,  if  I  had 
thought  it  would  be  acceptable;  even  now, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  give  you  money,  but 
desire  and  insist  upon  it,  that  you  will  accept 
of  the  loan  of  these  two  pieces  of  paper, 
to  be  repaid  when  yon  marry  a  woman  with 
a  fortune  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  or  ob- 
tain an  employment  of  a  thousand  a  year.* 
So  saying,  he  presented  him  with  two  actions 
of  above  two  thousand  livres  each. 

"  M was  astonished  at  this  unexpected 

ir.Btance  of  generosity  in  a  stranger,  and, 
with  suitable  acknowledgement,  peremptorily 
refused  to  incur  such  an  obligation ;  but  at 
length  he  wa."?,  by  dint  of  importunity  and 
warm  expostulation,  prevailed  upon  to  accept 
one  of  the  actions,  on  condition  that  the  gen- 
ticraan  would  take  his  note  for  the  sum;  and 


this  he  absolutely  rejected,  until  M pro- 
mised to  draw  upon  iiim  for  double  the  vaiuo 
or  more,  in  case  he  should  at  any  time  want 
a   further   supply.     This  uncounnon   act  of 

friendsliip  and  generosity,  iM afterwards 

had  an  ()j)portunity  to  re|»ay  tenfold,  though 
he  could  not  help  regretting  the  occasion, 
on  his  friend's  account.  That  worthy  man 
having,  by  placing  too  much  confidence  in  a 
villainous  lawyer,  and  a  chain  of  other  mis- 
fortunes, involved  himself  and  his  amiable 
lady    in    a   labyrinth    of   dilFiculties,    which 

threatened  the  total  ruin  of  his  family;  M 

felt  the  inexpressible  satisf\iction  of  deliver- 
ing his  benoiiictor  from  the  snare. 

"  Being  thus  reinforced  by  the  generosity 

of  his  friend.  ]\l resolved  to  execute  his 

former  plan  of  seeing  the  south  of  France, 
together  with  th(;  seaports  of  Spain,  as  far 
as  Cadiz,  from  whence  he  proposed  to  take 
a  ])assage  for  London  by  sea ;  and,  with  this 
view,  sent  forward  his  trunks  by  the  diligence 
to  Lyons,  determined  to  ride  post,  in  order 
to  enjoy  a  better  view  of  the  country,  and 
for  the  conveniency  of  stopping  at  those? 
places  where  there  was  any  thing  remarkable 
to  be  seen  or  inquired  into.  While  he  was 
employed  in  taking  leave  of  his  Parisian 
friends,  who  furnished  him  with  abundant 
recommendations,  a  gentleman  of  his  own 
country,  who  spoke  little  or  no  Frenclj,  hear- 
ing of  his  intention,  begged  the  favour  of 
accompanying  him  in  his  expedition. 

"With  this  new  companion,  therefore,  lie 
set  out  for  Lyons,  where  he  was  perfectly 
well  received  by  the  intendant  and  some  of 
the  best  families  of  the  place,  in  consequence 
of  his  letters  of  recommendation ;  and, 
afler  a  short  stay  in  that  city,  proceeded 
down  the  Rhone  to  Avignon,  in  what  is  called 
the  cache  d'eau;  then  visiting  the  principal 
towns  of  Dauphine,  Languedoc,  and  Pro- 
vence, he  returned  to  the  delightful  city  of 
Marseilles,  where  he  and  his  fellow-traveller 
were  so  much  captivated  by  the  serenity  of 
the  air,  the  good-nature  and  hospitality  of 
the  sprightly  inhabitants,  that  they  never 
dreamed  of  changing  their  quarters  during 
the  whole  winter  and  part  of  the  spring: 
here  he  acquired  the  acquaintance  of  the 
marquis  d'Argeus,  attorney  general  in  the 
parliament  of  Aix,  and  of  his  eldest  son,  who 
now  makes  so  great  a  figure  in  the  literary 
world  :  and  when  the  aflair  of  Father  Girard 
and  Mademoiselle  Cadier  began  to  make  n 
noise,  he  accompanied  these  two  gentlemen 
to  Toulon,  where  the  marquis  was  ordered  to 
take  a  precognition  of  the  facts. 

"On  his  return  to  Marseilles,  he  found  a 
certain  noble  lord  of  great  fortune,  under  the 
direction  of  a  Swiss  governor,  who  had  ac- 
commodated him  with  two  of  his  own  relc- 
tions,  of  the  same  country,  by  way  of  com- 
panions,  togeth.or  with  five  servants  in  his 
train.  They  being  absolute  strangers  in  the 
place,  M introduced  them   to  '.he    iu- 
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tendaiit,  and  several  other  good  families : 
and  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  so  agreeable 
to  his  lordj^hip,  that  he  proposed  and  even 
pressed  him  to  live  with  him  in  England  as 
a  friend  and  companion,  and  to  take  upon 
liim  the  superintendence  of  his  affairs,  in 
which  case  he  would  settle  upon  him  four 
hundred  a  J'car  for  life. 

"This  proposal  was  too  advantageous  to 
he  slighted  by  a  person  of  no  fortune,  or 
fixed  establishment :  he  therefore  made  no 
difficulty  of  closing  with  it ;  but  as  his  lord- 
ship's departure  was  fixed  to  a  short  day, 
and  he  urged  him  to  accompany  him  to  Paris, 

and  from  thence  to  England,  M thought 

it  would  be  impro|)cr  and  indecent  to  inter- 
fere with  the  office  of  his  governor,  who 
might  take  imibrage  at  his  favour,  and  there- 
fore excused  himself  from  a  compliance  with 
his  lordship's  request,  until  his  minority 
should  be  expired,  as  he  was  within  a  few 
months  of  being  of  age.  However,  he  re- 
peated his  importunities  so  earnestly,  and 
the  governor  joined  in  the  request  with  such 
appearance  of  cordiality,  that  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  comply  with  their  joint  desire  ; 
and  in  a  few  days  set  out  with  them  for  Paris, 
by  the  way  of  Lyons.     But,  before  they  had 

been  three  days  in  the  city,  M perceived 

a  total  change  in  the  behaviour  of  the  Swiss 
and  his.two  relations,  who,  in  all  probability, 
became  jealous  of  his  influence  with  his 
lordship  ;  and  he  no  sooner  made  tins  dis- 
covery, than  he  resolved  to  withdraw  him- 
self from  sucn  a  disagreeable  participation 
of  that  young  nob'eman's  favour.  He  there- 
fore, in  spite  of  ah  <iis  lor(}ship's  entreaties 
and  remonstrances,  quitted  him  for  the  pre- 
sent, alleging,  as  a  pretext,  that  he  had  a 
longing  desire  to  see  Switzerland  and  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  promising  to  meet 
him  again  in  England. 

"This  his  intention  hc>:ng  made  known  to 
the  governor  and  his  friends,  their  counten- 
ances immediately  cleared  up,  their  courtesy 
and  compliance  returned,  and  they  even  fur- 
nished him  with  letters  for  Geneva,  Lau- 
sanne, Bern,  and  Soleures ;  in  consequence 
of  which  he  met  with  unusual  civilities  at 
these  places.  Having  made  this  tour  with 
his  Scotch  friend  (who  came  up  to  him  be- 
fore he  left  Lyons),  and  visited  the  most  con- 
siderable towns  on  both  sides  of  the  Rhine, 
and  the  courts  of  the  electors  Palatine, 
Mcntz,  and  Cologne,  he  arrived  in  Holland; 
and  from  thence,  through  the  Netherlands, 
repaired  to  IjOndon,  whore  he  found  my  lord 
just  returned  from  Paris. 

"  His  lordship  received  him  with  expross- 
ons  of  uncommon  joy,  would  not  suffer  him 
.o  stir  from  him  for  several  days,  and  intro- 
duced him  to  his  relations. 

"  M accompanied  his   lordship  from 

fiOndon  to  his  country-seat,  where  he  was 
indeed  treated  with  great  friendship  and  con- 
fidence, and  consulted  in  every  thing;   but 


the  noble  peer  never  once  made  mention  of 
the  aimuity  which  he  had  promised  to  settle 

u])on  him,  nor  did  M remind  hnnof  it, 

because  he  conceived  it  was  his  affair  to  ful- 
fil   his    engagements   of    his    own    accord 

M being  tired  of  the  manner  of  living  at 

this  place,  made  an  excursion  to  Bath,  where 
he  staid  about  a  fortnight,  to  partake  of  the 
diversions,  and,  upon  his  return,  found  hie 
lordship  making  dispositions  for  another 
journey  to  Paris. 

"Surprised  at  this  sudden  resolution,  he 
endeavoured  to  dissuade  him  from  it;  but  his 
remonstrances  were  rendered  ineffectual  by 
the  insinuation  of  a  foreigner  who  had  come 
over  with  him,  and  filled  his  imagination 
with  extravagant  notions  of  pleasure,  in- 
finitely superior  to  any  which  he  could  enjoy 
while  he  was  in  the  trammels  and  under  the 
restraints  of  a  governor.  He  therefore  turn- 
ed a  deaf  ear  to  all  M 's  arguments,  and 

entreated  him  to  accompany  him  in  the  jour- 
ney ;  but  this  gentleman,  foreseeing  that  a 
young  man,  like  my  lord,  of  strong  passions, 
and  easy  to  be  misled,  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, squander  away  great  sums  of  money, 
in  a  way  that  could  neither  do  credit  to  him- 
self, nor  to  those  who  were  concerned  with 
him,  resisted  all  his  solicitations,  on  pretence 
of  having  busine.ss  of  consequence  at  Lon- 
don; and  afterwards  had  reason  to  be  ex- 
tremely well  pleased  with  his  own  conduct  in 
this  particular. 

"  Before  he  set  out   on   this    expedition, 

M ,  in  justice  to  himself,  reminded  him 

of  the  proposal  which  he  had  made  to  him  at 
Marseilles,  desiring  to  know  if  he  had  alter- 
ed his  design  in  that  particular  ;  in  which 
case  he  would  turn  his  thoughts  some  other 
way,  as  he  would  not  in  the  least  be  thought 
to  intrude  or  pin  himself  upon  any  man* 
My  lord  protestetl  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
ner, that  he  still  continued  in  his  former  re- 
solution, and  again  beseeching  him  to  bear 
him  company  into  France,  promised  that 
every  thing  should  be  settled  to  his  satisfac- 
tion upon  their  return  to  England.     M , 

however,  still  persisted  in  his  refusal,  for  the 
above-mentioned  reasons,  and  though  he 
never  heard  more  of  the  annuity,  he  never- 
theless continued  to  serve  his  lordship  with 
his  advice  and  good  ofRces  ever  after;  par- 
ticularly in  directing  his  choice  toan  alliance 
with  a  lady  of  eminent  virtue,  the  daughter 
of  a  noble  lord,  more  conspicuous  for  hio 
shining  parts  than  the  splendour  of  liis 
titles  (a  circumstance  upon  which  he  alwaye 
reflected  with  particular  satisfaction,  as  well 
on  account  of  the  extraordinary  merit  of  the 
lady,  as  because  it  vested  in  her  children  a 
considerable  part  of  that  great  estate,  which, 
of  right,  belonged  to  her  grandmother),  and 
afterwards  put  him  in  a  way  to  retrieve  his 
estate  from  a  heavy  load  of  debt  he  had  con. 
tracted.  When  my  lord  set  out  on  his  Paris 
expedition,  the  money  M had  received 
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from  his  gciieroiis  friciid  at  Paris  was  almost 
reduced  to  the  last  rruiiiea.  He  liad  not  yet 
reaped  the  least  hciictit  from  his  cii^^'age- 
ments  witii  his  lordsiiip  ;  and,  disdaiiiino;  to 
ask  for  a  siijiply  from  him,  lie  knew  not  how 
to  suosist,  with  any  degree  of  credit,  till  his 
return. 

"This  uncomfortable  prospect  was  the 
naore  disagreeable  to  him,  as,  at  that  time 
of  life,  he  was  nuich  inclined  to  appear  in  the 
gr.y  world,  had  contracted  a  taste  for  plays, 
operas,  and  other  public  diversions,  and  ac- 
quired an  acquaintance  with  many  people  of 
good  fashion,  which  could  not  be  maintained 
without  a  considerable  expense.  In  this 
emergency,  ho  thought  he  could  not  employ 
his  idle  time  more  ])rotitably  than  in  translat- 
ing, from  foreign  languages,  such  books  as 
were  then  chiefly  in  vogue;  and  upon  ap- 
plication to  a  friend,  who  was  a  man  of  let- 
ters, he  was  furnished  with  as  much  business 
of  that  kind  as  he  could  possibly  manage, 
and  wrote  some  pamphlets  on  the  reigning 
controversies  of  that  time,  that  had  the  good 
fortune  to  please.  He  was  also  concerned 
in  a  monthly  journal  of  literature,  and  the 
work    was    carried    on    by  the    two   friends 

jointly,  though  M did  not  at  all  appear 

in  the  partnership.  By  these  means  he  not 
only  spent  his  mornings  in  useful  e.xercise, 
but  supplied  himself  with  money  for  what 
the  French  call  the  menus  plaisirs,  during 
the  whole  summer.  lie  frequented  all  the 
assemblies  in  and  about  London,  and  con- 
siderably enlarged  his  acquaintance  among 
the  fair  sex. 

"He  had,  upon  his  first  arrival  in  Eng- 
land, become  acquainted  with  a  lady  at  an 
assembly  not  flir  from  London  ;  and  though, 
at  that  time,  he  had  no  thoughts  of  extending 
his  view  farther  than  the  usual  gallantry  of 
the  place,  he  met  with  such  distinguishing 
marks  of  her  regard  in  the  sequel,  and  was 
so  particularly  encouraged  by  the  advice  of 
another  lady,  with  whom  he  had  been  in- 
timate in  France,  and  who  was  now  of  their 
parties,  that  he  could  not  help  entertaining 
hopes  of  making  an  impression  upon  the 
heart  of  his  agreeable  partner,  who  was  a 
young  lady  of  an-  ample  fortune  and  great 
expectations.  Ho  therefore  cultivated  her 
good  graces  with  all  the  assiduity  and  address 
of  which  he  was  master,  and  succeeded  so 
well  in  his  endeavours,  that,  after  a  due 
course  of  attendance,  and  the  death  of  an 
aunt,  by  which  she  received  an  accession  of 
fortune  to  the  amount  of  three-and-twenty 
thousand  pounds,  he  ventured  to  declare  his 
passion,  and  she  not  only  heard  him  with 
patience  and  approbation,  but  also  replied  in 
terms  adequate  to  his  warmest  wish. 

"  Finding  himself  so  favourably  received, 
he  pressed  her  to  secure  his  happiness  by  mar- 
riage ;  but  to  this  proposal  she  objected  the 
recency  of  her  kinswoman's  death,  which 
ivould  have  rendered  such  a  step  highlv  in- 
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decent,  aiul  the  dis|)leasure  of  her  olhcr  re- 
lations, Irom  whom  she  had  still  greater  ex- 
l)ectations,  and  who,  at  that  time,  inqjortuned 
her  to  marry  a  cousin  of  her  own,  whom  she 

could  not  like.     However,  that  M might 

have  no  cause  to  repine  at  her  delays,  she 
freely  entered  with  him  into  an  intimacy  of 
corresjioiidence;  durnig  which  nothing  could 
have  added  to  their  mutual  felicity,  wiiich 
was  the  more  poignant  and  refined,  from  the 
mysterious  and  romantic  manner  of  tiicir 
enjoying  it ;  for  though  he  publicly  visited 
her  as  an  acquaintance,  his  behaviour  on 
these  occasions  was  always  so  distant,  re- 
spectful, and  reserved,  that  the  rest  of  the 
companv  could  not  possibly  suspect  the  na- 
ture of  their  reciprocal  attachment;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  used  to  have  private 
interviews,  unknown  to  every  soul  upon 
earth,  except  her  maid,  who  was  necessarily 
entnisted  with  the  secret. 

"  In  this  manner  they  enjoyed  the  conver- 
sation of  each  other  for  above  twelve  months, 
without  the  least  interruption  ;   and  though 

the  stability  of  Mr  M 's  fortune  depended 

entirely  upon  their  marriage,  yet,  as  lie  per- 
ceived his  mistress  so  averse  to  it,  he  never 
urged  it  with  vehemence,  nor  was  at  all 
anxious  on  that  score,  being  easily  induced 
to  defer  a  ceremony,  which,  as  he  then 
thought,  could  in  no  shape  have  added  to 
their  satisfaction,  though  he  hath  since  alter- 
ed his  sentiments. 

"Be  that  as  it  will,  his  indulgent  mistress, 
in  order  to  set  his  mind  at  ease  in  that  par- 
ticular, and  in  full  confidence  of  his  honour, 
insisted  on  his  accepting  a  deed  of  gift  of  her 
whole  fortune,  in  consideration  of  her  in- 
tended marriage  ;  and,  atler  some  difficulty, 
he  was  prevailed  upon  to  receive  this  pi  oof 
of  her  esteem,  well  knowing  that  it  would 
still  be  in  his  power  to  return  the  obligation. 
Though  she  often  entreated  him  to  take  upon 
himself  the  entire  administration  of  her 
finances,  and  upon  divers  occasions  pressed 
him  to  accejjt  of  large  sums,  he  never  once 
abused  her  generous  disposition,  or  solicited 
her  for  money,  except  for  some  humane  pur- 
pose, which  she  was  always  more  ready  to 
fulfil  than  he  to  propose. 

"In  the  course  of  this  correspondence,  he 
became  acquainted  with  some  of  lier  female 
relations,  and,  "among  the  rest,  with  a  young 
lady,  so  eminently  adorned  with  all  the  qua- 
lifications of  mind  and  person,  that,  notwith- 
standing all  his  ])hilosophy  and  caution,  he 
could  not  behold  and  converse  with  her, 
without  being  deeply  smitten  with  her  charms 
He  did  all  in  his  power  to  discourage  this 
dangerous  invasion  in  the  beginning,  and  to 
conceal  the  least  symptom  of  it  from  her  re. 
lation:  he  summoned  all  his  reflection  to  his 
aid,  and,  thinking  it  would  be  base  and  dis- 
honest to  cherish  any  sentiment  repugnant 
to  the  aflfection  which  he  owed  to  a  mistreSH 
who  had  placed   such  unlimited  confidence 
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in  him,  he  attempted  to  stifle  llie  infant 
flame,  by  avoidinnr  the  amiable  insj)irerof  it. 
But  the  passion  liad  taken  too  deep  a  root  in 
his  lieart  to  be  so  easily  extirpated — his  ab- 
sence from  the  dear  object  increased  the  im- 
patience of  his  love — the  intestine  conflict 
between  that  and  gratitude  deprived  him  of 
his  rest  and  appetite — he  was,  in  a  short 
time  emaciated  by  continual  watching,  an- 
xiety, and  want  of  nourishment,  and  so  much 
altered  from  his  usual  cheerfulness,  that  his 
mistress  being  surprised  and  alarmed  at  the 
change,  which,  from  the  symptoms,  slic 
judged  was  owing  to  some  uneasiness  of 
mind,  took  all  imaginable  pains  to  discover 
the  cause. 

"  In  all  probability  it  did  not  escape  her 
penetration  ;  for  she  more  than  once  asked 
if  he  was  in  love  with  her  cousin  1  protest- 
ing, tliat,  far  from  being  an  obstacle  to  his 
happiness,  she  would,  in  that  case,  be  an  ad- 
vocate for  his  passion.  However,  this  de- 
claration was  never  made  without  manifest 
signs  of  anxiety  and  uneasiness,  which  made 

such  an  impression  upon  the  heart  of  M , 

that  he  resolved  to  sacrifice  his  happiness, 
and  even  his  life,  rather  than  take  any  step 
wiiich  might  be  construed  into  an  injury  or 
insult  to  a  person  who  had  treated  him  with 
sucii  generosity  and  goodness. 

•'  In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  he 
formed  another,  which  was  to  go  abroad,  un- 
der pretence  of  recovering  his  health,  but  in 
reality  to  avoid  the  temptation,  as  well  as 
t  le  suspicion  of  being  inconsistent ;  and  in 
this  design  he  was  confirmed  by  his  physi- 
cian, who  actually  thought  him  in  the  first 
stage  of  a  consumption,  and  therefore  advis- 
ed him  to  repair  to  the  south  of  France.  He 
communicated  his  design,  with  the  doctor's 
opinion,  to  the  lady,  who  agreed  to  it  with 
nmch  less  difficulty  than  he  found  in  con- 
quering his  own  reluctance  at  parting  with 
the  dear  object  of  his  love.  The  consent  of 
his  generous  mistress  being  obtaine'd,  he 
waited  upon  her  with  the  instnmient  where- 
by she  had  made  tlie  conveyance  of  her  for- 
tune to  him  ;  and  all  his  remonstrances  being 
insuflficient  to  persuade  her  to  take  it  back, 
he  cancelled  it  in  her  presence,  and  placed 
it  in  that  state  upon  her  toilet,  while  she  was 
dressing ;  whereupon  she  shed  a  torrent  of 
tears,  saying,  she  now  plainly'perceived  that 
he  wanted  to  tear  himself  from  her,  and  that 
his  affections  were  settled  upon  another. 
He  was  sensibly  affected  by  this  proof  of  her 
concern,  and  endeavoured  to  calm  the  per- 
turl)ation  of  her  mind,  by  vowing  eternal 
fidelity,  and  pressing  her  to  accept  of  his 
hand  in  due  form  before  his  departure.  By 
Jiese  means  her  transports  were  quieted  for 
t!ie  present,  and  tlie  marriage  deferred  for 
(he  same  prudential  reasons  which  had  hith- 
»jrto  prevented  it. 

"  Matters  being  thus  compromised,  and  the 
ilay  fixed  for  his  departure,  she,  togetiierwith 


her  faithful  maid,  one  morning  visited  hiia 
for  the  first  time  at  his  own  lodgings;  and, 
after  breakfast,  desiring  to  speak  with  him  in 
private,  he  conducted  lier  into  another  room 
where,  assuming  an  unusual  gaiety  of  as- 
pect,— '  My  dear  M ,'  said  she,  '  you  are 

now  going  to  leave  me,  and  God  alone  knows 
if  ever  we  shall  meet  again  ;  therefore,  if  you 
really  love  me  with  that  tenderness  which 
you  profess,  you  will  accept  of  this  mark  ol 
my  friendship  and  unalterable  affection  ;  it 
will  at  least  bo  a  provision  for  your  journey; 
and  if  any  accident  should  befall  me,  before  I 
have  the  happiness  of  receiving  you  again 
into  my  arms,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  you  are  not  altogether  with- 
out resource.'  So  saying,  she  put  an  em- 
broidered pocket-book  into  his  hand.  He 
expressed  the  high  sense  he  had  of  her  gen- 
erosity and  affection  in  the  most  pathetic 
terms,  and  begged  leave  to  suspend  his  ac- 
ceptance, until  he  should  know  the  contents 
of  her  present,  which  was  so  extraordinary, 
that  he  absolutely  refused  to  receive  it ;  he 
was,  however,  by  her  repeated  entreaties,  in 
a  manner  compelled  to  receive  about  one 
half,  and  she  afterwards  insisted  upon  his 
taking  a  reinforcement  of  a  considerable  sum 
for  the  expense  of  his  journey. 

"  Having  stayed  with  her  ten  days  beyond 
the  time  he  had  fixed  for  his  departure,  and 
settled  the  method  of  their  correspondence 
he  took  his  leave,  with  a  heart  full  of  sorrov^', 
anxiety,  and  distraction,  produced  from  the 
different  suggestions  of  his  duty  and  love. 
He  then  set  out  for  France,  and  atler  a  short 
stay  at  Paris,  proceeded  to  Aix  in  Provence, 
and  from  thence  to  Marseilles,  at  which  two 
places  he  continued  for  some  months  :  but 
nothing  he  met  with  being  able  to  dissipate 
those  melancholy  ideas  which  still  preyed 
upon  his  imagination,  and  atfected  his  spi- 
rits, he  endeavoured  to  elude  them  with  a 
succession  of  new  objects  ;  and,  with  tliat 
view,  persuaded  a  counsellor  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Aix,  a  man  of  great  worth,  learning, 
and  good  humour,  to  accompany  him  in  mak- 
ing a  tour  of  those  parts  of  France  which  he 
had  not  yet  seen.  On  their  return  from  this 
excursion,  they  found  at  Aix  an  Italian  abbe, 
a  person  of  character,  and  great  knowledge 
of  men  and  books,  who,  having  travelled  all 
over  Germany  and  France,  was  so  far  on  hia 
return  to  his  own  country. 

*'  M having,  by  means  of  his  friend  the 

counsellor,  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
this  gentleman,  and  being  desirous  of  seeing 
some  parts  of  Italy,  particularly  the  carnival 
of  Venice,  they  set  out  together  from  Mar- 
seilles in  a  tartan  for  Genoa,  coasting  it  all 
the  w;iy,  and  lying  on  shore  every  night. 
Having  shown  him  what  was  most  remarka- 
ble in  this  city,  his  friend  tlie  abbe  was  so 
obliging  as  to  conduct  iiim  through  Tuscany, 
and  the  most  remarkable  cities  in  Lombardy, 
to  Venice,   where  M insisted  upon  di^- 
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fraying  tlie  expoiiso  of  llie  wliole  tour,  in  con- 
eiderutiou  ol"  tlie  abbe's  coiiiplairiaiice,  wliicii 
had  been  of  infiiiile  service  to  iiim  in  the 
course  of  iiis  expedition.  Having  remained 
live  weeks  at  Venice,  lie  was  preparing  to 
sot  out  for  Home,  with  some  English  gentle- 
men whom  he  had  met  by  accident,  when  he 
was  all  of  a  sudden  obliged  to  change  his 
resolution  by  some  disagreeable  letters  which 
he  received  from  London,  lie  had,  from  his 
first  departure,  corresponded  with  his  gener- 
ous, though  inconstant  mistress,  with  a  re- 
ligious exactness  and  punctuality  ;  nor  was 
she,  for  some  time,  less  observant  of  the 
agreement  they  had  made.  Nevertheless 
siie,  by  degrees,  became  so  negligent  and 
cold  in  her  expression,  and  so  slack  in  her 
correspondence,  that  he  could  not  help  ob- 
serving and  upbraiding  her  with  such  in- 
dit!ereiice  ;  and  her  endeavours  to  palliate  it 
were  supported  by  pretexts  so  frivolous,  as 
to  be  easily  seen  through  by  a  lover  of  very 
little  discernment. 

'•  While  he  tortured  himself  with  conjec- 
tures about  the  cause  of  this  vmexpected 
ciiange,  he  received  such  intelligence  from 
England,  as,  when  joined  with  that  he  him- 
self had  perceived  by  her  manner  of  writing, 
letl  him  little  or  no  room  to  doubt  of  her 
fickleness  and  inconstancy.  Nevertheless, 
as  he  knew  by  experience,  that  informations 
of  that  kind  are  not  to  be  entirely  relied  upon, 
iie  resolved  to  be  more  certainly  apprized  ; 
and,  for  that  end,  departed  inmiediately  for 
London,  by  the  way  of  Tyrol,  Bavaria,  Al- 
sace, and  Paris. 

•'  On  his  arrival  in  England,  he  learned, 
with  infinite  concern,  that  his  intelligence 
had  not  been  at  all  exaggerated ;  and  his  sor- 
row was  inexpres.sible  to  find  a  person,  en- 
dowed with  so  many  other  noble  and  amia- 
ble qualities,  seduced  into  an  indiscretion, 
that  of  necessity  ruined  the  whole  plan  which 
had  been  concerted  between  them  for  their 
mutual  happiness.  She  made  several  at- 
tempts, by  letters  and  interview.*,  to  palliate 
her  conduct,  and  soften  him  into  a  reconcili- 
ation ;  but  his  honour  being  concerned,  he 
remained  deaf  to  all  her  entreaties  and  pro- 
posals. Nevertheless,  I  have  often  heard 
him  say,  that  he  could  not  help  lovi-ng  her, 
and  revering  the  memory  of  a  person  to 
whose  generosity  and  goodness  he  owed  his 
fortune,  and  one  whose  foibles  were  over- 
balanced by  a  thousand  good  qualities.  He 
often  insisted  on  making  restitution  ;  but  far 
from  complying  with  that  proposal,  she  af- 
terwards often  endeavoured  to  lay  him  under 
yet  greater  obligations  of  the  same  kind,  and 
importuned  hini  with  the  warmest  solicita- 
tions to  renew  their  former  correspondence, 
which  he  as  often  declintid. 

'*  M took  this  instance  of  the  incon- 
stancy of  the  sex  so  much  to  heart,  that  he 
'lad  almost  resolved  for  the  future  to  keep 
clear  of  all  engagements  for  life,  and  returned 
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to  Paris,  in  order  to  dissipate  his  anxiety, 
where  he  hired  an  apartment  in  one  of  the 
academies,  in  the  exercises  whereof  he  took 
singular  delight.  During  his  residence  at 
this  place,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  ingra- 
tiate himself  with  a  great  general,  a  descen- 
dant of  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  illustrioua 
families  of  France  ;  having  attracted  hia 
notice  by  some  remarks  he  had  written  on 
Folard's  Polybius,  which  were  accidentally 
shown  to  that  great  man  by  one  of  his  aides- 
decamp,    who    was    a   particular   friend    ol 

M .     The  favour  he   had  thus  accjuired, 

was  strengthened  by  his  assiduities  and  at- 
tention. Upon  his  return  to  London,  lie 
sent  some  of  Handel's  newest  compositions 
to  the  ])riuce,  who  was  particularly  fond  of 
that  gentleman's  productions,  together  with 
Clark's  edition  of  C«;sar;  and,  in  the  sprin;i, 
of  the  same  year,  before  the  French  army 
took  the  field,  he  was  honoured  with  a  most 
obliging  letter  from  the  prince,  inviting  him 
to  come  over,  if  he  wanted  to  see  the  opera 
tions  of  the  campaign,  and  desiring  he  wouli 
give  himself  no  trouble  about  his  equipage. 

"  M having  still  some  remains  of  a 

military  disposition,  and  conceiving  this  to 
be  a  more  favourable  oi)portunity  than  any 
he  should  ever  meet  with  again,  readily  em- 
braced the  olFer,  and  sacrificed  the  soft  de. 
lights  of  love,  which  at  that  time  he  enjoyed 
without  control,  to  an  eager,  laborious,  and 
dangerous  curiosity.  In  that  and  the  fol- 
lowing campaign,  during  which  he  was  pre- 
sent at  the  siege  of  Philipsburg,  and  several 
other  actions,  he  enlarged  his  acquaintance 
among  the  French  officers,  especially  those 
of  the  graver  sort,  who  had  a  taste  for  books 
and  literature;  and  the  tnendship  and  inter- 
est of  those  gentlemen  were  afterwards  of 
singular  service  to  him,  though  in  an  affair 
altogether  foreign  from  their  profession. 

"  He  had  all  along  made  diligent  inquiry 
into  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
tries through  which  he  had  occasion  to  travel, 
more  particularly  those  of  Holland,  England, 
and  France;  and,  as  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  revenue  and  farms  of  this  last  king- 
dom, he  saw  with  concern  the  great  disad- 
vantages under  which  our  tobacco  trade  (the 
most  considerable  branch  of  our  commerce 
with  that  people)  was  carried  on  ;  what  in 
considerable  returns  were  made  to  the  plan 
ters,  out  of  the  low  price  given  by  the  French 
company  ;  and  how  much  it  was  in  the  power 
of  that  company  to    reduce  it   still    lower. 

M had  formed  a  scheme  to  remedy  this 

evil,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  national  loss 
or  gain,  by  not  permitting  the  duty  of  one 
penny  in  the  pound,  old  subsidy,  to  be  drawn 
back  on  tobacco  re-exported.  He  demon- 
strated to  the  ministry  of  that  time,  that  se 
inconsiderable  a  duty  could  not  in  the  leas*, 
diminish  the  demand  from  abroad,  which 
was  the  only  circumstance  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, and  that  the  yearly  produce  of  that  reve 
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aue  V  oii.d    amount    to    one    hundred   and 

.wenty  thousand  pounds,  without  one  shilHng 
additional  expense  to  the  pubHc ;  but  the 
ministry  having  the  excise  scheme  then  in 
contemplation,  could  think  of  no  otiier  till 
that  should  be  tried  ;  and  that  project  hav- 
ing miscarried,  he  renewed  his  application, 
when  they  approved  of  his  scheme  in  every 
particular,  but  discovered  a  surprising  back- 
wardness to  carry  it  into  execution. 

"  His  expectations  in  this  quarter  being 
disappointed,  he,  by  the  interposition  of  his 
friends,  presented  a  plan  to  the  French 
company,  in  which  he  set  forth  tiie  advan- 
tages that  would  accrue  to  themselves,  from 
fixing  the  price,  and  securing  that  sort  of 
tobacco  which  best  suited  the  taste  of  the 
public  and  their  manufacture  ;  and  tinally 
proposed  to  furnish  them  with  any  quantity, 
at  tiie  price  which  they  paid  in  the  port  of 
London. 

"  After  some  dispute,  they  agreed  to  his 
proposal,  and  contracted  with  him  for  fifteen 
thousand  hogsheads  a-year,  for  which  they 
obliged  themselves  to  pay  ready  money,  on 
its  arrival  in  any  one  or  more  convenient 
ports  in  the  south  or  western  coasts  of  Great 
Britain  that  he  should  please  to  fix  upon  for 

that   purpose.     M no  sooner  obtained 

this  contract,  than  he  immediately  set  out 
Q)r  America,  in  order  to  put  it  into  execu- 
tion ;  and,  by  way  of  companion,  carried 
with  him  a  little  French  abbe,  a  man  of  hu- 
mour, wit,  and  learning,  with  whom  he  had 
bepn  long  acquainted,  and  for  whom  he  had 
done  many  good  offices. 

"  On  his  arrival  in  Virginia,  which  oppor- 
tunely happened  at  a  time  when  all  the  gen- 
tlemen were  assembled  in  the  capital  of  that 
province,  he  published  a  memorial,  repre- 
senting the  disadvantages  under  which  their 
trade  was  carried  on,  the  true  method  of 
redressing  their  own  grievances  in  that 
respect,  and  proposing  to  contract  with  them 
for  the  yearly  quantity  of  fifteen  thousand 
liogsheads  of  such  tobacco  as  was  fit  for  the 
French  market,  at  a  price  which  he  demon- 
strated to  be  considerably  greater  than  tliat 
which  they  had  formerly  received. 

"  This  remonstrance  met  with  all  the  suc- 
cess and  encouragement  he  could  expect : 
the  principal  planters,  seeing  their  own  in- 
terest concerned,  readily  assented  to  the 
I)roposal,  which,  through  their  influence, 
was  also  relished  by  the  rest ;  and  the  only 
difficulty  tiiat  remained  related  to  the  secu- 
rity for  payment  of  the  bills  on  the  arrival  of 
the  tobacco  in  England,  and  to  the  time 
itipulated  for  the  continuance  of  the  con- 
-ract. 

"  In  order  to  remove  these  objections,  Mr 

M returned  to  Europe,  and  found  the 

French  company  of  farmers  disposed  to 
agree  to  every  thing  he  desired  for  facilitat- 
ing the  execution  of  the  contract,  and  per- 
fectly well  pleased  with  the  sample  vviiich  he 


had  already  sent ;  but  his  good  friend  the 
abbe  (whom  he  had  left  beliind  in  America), 
by  an  unpajalleled  piece  of  trcaciisry,  found 
means  to  overturn  tlie  whole  project.  He 
secretly  wrote  a  memorial  to  the  company, 
importing,    that     he    found    by    experience 

iM could    afford  to    furnish  them    at  a 

much  lower  price  than  that  which  they  iiao 
agreed  to  give  ;  and  that,  by  being  in  pos- 
session of  the  contract  for  five  years,  as  was 
intended  according  to  the  proposal,  he  would 
have  the  company  so  much  in  his  power, 
that  they  must  afterwards  submit  to  any 
price  he  should  please  to  impose  ;  and  that, 
if  they  thought  him  worthy  of  such  a  trust, 
he  would  undertake  to  furnish  them  at  an 
easier  rate,  in  conjunction  with  some  of  the 
leading  men  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  with 
wlioin,  he  said,  he  had  already  concerted 
measures  for  that  purpose. 

"  The  company  were  so  much  alarmed  at 
these  insinuations,  that  they  declined  com- 
plying with  Mr  M 's  demands  until  the 

abbe's  return;  and  though  they  afterwards 
used  all  their  endeavours  to  persuade  him  to 
be  concerned  with  tliat  little  traitor  in  his  un- 
dertaking, by  which  he  might  still  have  been 
a  very  considerable  gainer,  he  resisted  aii 
their  solicitations,  and  plainly  told  them  in 
the  abbe's  presence,  that  he  would  never 
prostitute  his  own  principles  so  far,  as  to  en- 
ter into  engagements  of  any  kind  with  a  per- 
son of  his  character,  much  less  in  a  scheme 
that  had  a  manifest  tendency  to  lower  tht 
market  price  of  tobacco  in  England. 

"  Thus  ended  a  project  the  most  extensive 
simple,  and  easy,  and  (as  appeared  by  th« 
trial  made)  the  best  calculated  to  raise  ac 
immense  fortune,  of  any  that  was  ever  un- 
dertaken or  planned  by  a  private  person  ;  » 

project,    in  the  execution  of  which  M 

liad  the  good  of  the  public,  and  the  glory  of 
putting  in  a  flourishing  condition  the  valua- 
ble branch  of  our  trade  (which  gives  employ, 
ment  to  two  great  provinces,  and  above  two 
hundred  sail  of  ships),  much  more  at  heart 
than  his  own  private  interest.  It  was  rea- 
sonable to  expect,  that  a  man  whose  debt* 

M had  paid  more  than  once,   whom  he 

had  obliged  in  many  other  respects,  and 
whom  he  had  carried  with  him  at  a  very 
considerable  expense,  on  this  expedition, 
merely  with  a  view  of  bettering  his  fortune, 
would  have  acted  with  common  honesty,  if 
not  with  gratitude;  but  such  was  the  deprav- 
ity of  this  Httle  monster's  heart,  that,  on  his 
death-bed,  he  left  a  considerable  fortune  to 
mere  strangers,  with  whom  he  had  little  or 
no  connection,  withdut  the  least  thought  of 
refunding  the   money  advurced  for  him  by 

M ,  in  order  to  prever.t  his  rotting  i/i  n 

jail. 

"  When  M had  onceoVairied  a  com- 
mand of  money,  he,  by  hi.s  knowledge  in 
se\eral  branches  of  trade,  t.s  we'.i  as  by  th« 
assistance   of    some    intelu /'-ni    friends    at 
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Pans  and  London,  found  means  to  employ  it 
lo  verv  good  purpose;  and  had  lie  been  a 
man  of  that  selfish  disposition,  which  too 
much  prevails  in  the  world,  he  migfht  have 
been  at  this  day  master  of  a  very  an»nle  for- 
tune ;  but  his  ear  was  never  deaf  to  the  voice 
of  distress,  nor  his  beneficent  heart  shut 
against  the  calamities  of  his  fellow  creatures. 
He  was  even  ingenious  in  contriving  the 
most  delicate  methods  of  relieving  modest 
indigence  ;  and  by  his  industrious  benevo- 
lence, otien  anticipated  the  requests  of 
misery. 

"  I  could  relate  a  number  of  e.xamplcs  to 
illustrate  my  assertions,  in  some  of  which 
you  will  perceive  the  most  disinterested 
generosity ;  but  such  a  detail  would  trespass 
too  much  upon  your  time,  and  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  dwell  upon  every  minute  circum- 
stance of  his  conduct.  Let  it  suffice  to  say, 
that,  upon  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain, 
he  gave  up  all  his  commercial  schemes,  and 
called  in  his  money  from  all  quarters,  with  a 
view  of  sitting  down,  for  the  rest  of  tiis  life, 
contented  with  what  he  had  got,  and  restrain- 
ing his  liberalities  to  what  he  could  spare 
from  his  yearly  income.  This  was  a  very 
prudential  resolution,  could  he  have  kept  it ; 
but,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he 
could  not  without  concern  see  many  gentle- 
men of  merit,  who  had  been  recommended 
to  him,  disappointed  of  commissions,  merely 
for  want  of  money  to  satisfy  the  expectations 
of  the  commission-brokers  of  that  time  ;  and 
therefore  launched  out  considerable  sums  for 
them  on  their  bare  notes,  great  part  whereof 
was  lost  by  the  death  of  some  in  the  unfor- 
tunate expedition  to  the  West  Indies. 

"  He  at  length,  after  many  other  actions 
of  the  like  nature,  from  motives  of  pure 
humanity,  love  of  justice,  and  abhorrence  of 
oppression,  embarked  in  a  cause  every  way 
the  most  important  that  ever  came  under  the 
discussion  of  the  courts  of  law  in  these  king- 
doms; whether  it  be  considered  in  relation 
to  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  case,  or 
the  immense  property  of  no  less  tliau  fifty 
thousand  pounds  a-year  and  three  peerages, 
that  depended  upon  it. 

"  In  the  year  1740,  the  brave  admiral  who 
at  that  time  commanded  his  majesty's  fleet 
in  the  West  Indies,  among  the  other  trans- 
actions of  his  squadron  transmitted  to  the 
duke  of  Newcastle,  mentioned  a  young  man, 
who,  though  in  the  capacity  of  a  common 
sailor  on  board  one  of  the  ships  under  his 
command,  laid  claim  to  the  estate  and  titles 

of  the  earl  of  A .     These   pretensions 

were  no  sooner  communicated  in  the  public 
papers,  than  they  became  the  subject  of  con- 
versation in  all  companies  ;  and  the  person 
wiiom  they  chiefly  affected,  being  alarmed  at 
the  appearance  of  a  competitor,  though  at 
such  a  distance,  began  to  put  himself  in 
motion,  and  take  all  the  precautions  which 
he  thought  necessary  to  defeat  the  endeavour 


of    the    young  upstart.     Indeed   the   early 

intelligence    he    received  of   Mr   A y's 

making  himself  known  in  the  West  Indies, 
furnished  liim  with  numberless  advantages 
over  that  unhappy  young  gentleman  ;  for, 
being  in  possession  of  a  plentiful  fortune,  and 
lord  of  many  manors  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  very  place  where  the  claimant  was 
born,  he  knew  all  the  witnesses  who  could 
give  the  most  material  evidence  of  his  legiti- 
macy; and,  if  his  probity  did  not  restrain 
him,  had,  by  his  power  and  influence,  suffi- 
cient op!)ortunity  and  means  of  applying  tu 
the  passions  and  interest  of  the  witnesses,  to 
silence  many,  and  gain  over  others  to  his 
side  ;  while  his  competitor,  by  an  absence  of 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  from  his  native 
coimtry,  the  want  of  education  and  friends, 
together  with  his  present  helpless  situation, 
was  rendered  absolutely  incapable  of  taking 
any  step  for  his  own  advantage.  And  al- 
though his  worthy  uncle's  conspicuous  virtue, 
and  "religious  regard  for  justice  and  truth, 
might  possibly  be  an  unconquerable  restraint 
to  his  taking  any  undue  advantages,  yet  the 
consciences  of  that  huge  army  of  emissaries 
he  kept  in  pay  were  not  altogether  so  very 
tender  and  scrupulous.  This  much,  how- 
ever, may  be  said,  without  derogation  from, 
or  impeachment  of,  the  noble  earl's  nice 
virtue  and  honour,  that  he  took  care  to  com- 
promise  all  diflerences  with  the  other  bran, 
ches  of  the  family,  whose  interests  were,  in 
this  affair,  connected  with  his  own,  by  sharing 
the  estate  with  them,  and  also  retained  most 
of  the  eminent  counsel  within  the  bar  of  both 
kingdoms  against  this  formidable  bastard, 
before  any  suit  was  instituted  by  him. 

"  While  he  was  thus  entrenching  himself 
against  the  attack  of  a  poor  forlorn  youth,  at 
the  distance  of  fifteen  hundred  leagues,  con- 
tinually  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  the  sea, 

the  war,  and  an  unhealthy  climate,  Mr  M , 

in  the  common  course  of  conversation,  hap- 
pened to  ask  some  questions  relating  to  this 

romantic  pretender,  of  one  H ,  who  was 

at  that  time  the  present  Lord  A a's  chief 

agent.  This  man,  when  pressed,  could  not 
help  owning  that  the  late  Lord  A m  act- 
ually left  a  son,  who  had  been  spirited  away 
into  America  soon  after  his  father's  death, 
but  said  he  did  not  know  whether  this  was 
the  same  person. 

"This  information  could  not  fail  to  make 

an  impression  on  the  humanity  of  Mr  M , 

who,  being  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  the 
wicked  party  who  had  possessed  themselves 
of  this  unhappy  young  man's  estate  and 
honours,  expressed  no  small  anxiety  and  ap 
prehension  lest  they  should  take  him  ofl^  by 
some  means  or  other;  and,  even  then,  seem- 
ed disposed  to  contribute  towards  the  sup- 
port of  the  friendless  orphan,  and  to  inquire 
more  circumstantially  into  the  nature  of  hio 
claim.  In  the  mean  time  his  occasionK 
called   him  to  France  ;  and,  during  his   a,b 
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eence,  Mr  A y  arrived  in  London  in  the 

mouth  of  October  1741." 

Here  tlie  clergyman  was  interrupted  by 
Peregrine,  wiio  said  there  was  something  so 
extraordmary,  not  to  call  it  improbable,  in 
the  account  he  had  iieard  of  the  young  gen- 
tleman's being  sent  into  exile,  that  he  would 
ook  upon  liimself  as  infinitely  obliged  to  the 
doctor,  if  lie  would  favour  him  with  a  true 
representation  of  that  transaction,  as  well  as 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  arrived  and  was 
known  at  the  island  of  Jamaica. 

The  parson,  in  compliance  with  our  hero's 
request,  taking  up  the  story  from  the  begin- 
ning,— "  Mr  A y,"  said  he,  "  is  the  son  of 

Arthur  late  lord  baron  of  A m,  by  his 

wife    Mary    SIi d,    natural   daughter    to 

John  duke  of  B and  N by,  whom  he 

publicly  married  on  the  21st  day  of  July  1706, 
contrary  to  the  inclination  of  his  mother, 
and  all  his  oth.er  relations,  particularly  of 
Arthur,  late  earl  of  A a,  who  bore  an  im- 
placable enmity  to  the  duke  her  father,  and, 
for  that  reason,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power 
to  traverse  the  marriage ;  but,  finding  his 
endeavours  ineffectual,  he  was  so  much 
offended,  that  he  would  never  be  perfectly 

reconciled  to  Lord  A m,  though  he  was  his 

presumptive  heir.  After  their  nuptials,  they 
cohabited  together  in  England  for  the  space 
of  two  or  three  years,  during  which  she  mis- 
carried more  than  once  ;  and  he  being  a  man 
of  levity,  and  an  extravagant  disposition, 
not  oidy  squandered  away  all  that  he  had 
received  of  his  wife's  fortune,  but  also  con- 
tracted many  considerable  debts,  which 
obliged  him  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat 
into  Ireland,  leaving  his  lady  behind  him  in 
the  house  with  his  motiier  and  sister,  who, 
having  also  been  averse  to  the  match,  had 
always  looked  upon  her  with  eyes  of  disgust. 
"It  v.-as  not  likely  that  harmony  should 
long   subsist   in   this    family,    especially   as 

Lady  A m  was  a  woman  of  a  lofiy  spirit, 

who  could  not  tamely  bear  insults  and  ill 
usage  from  persons  who,  she  had  reason  to 
believe,  were  her  enemies  at  heart.  Ac- 
cordingly, a  misunderstanding  soon  happened 
among  them,  which  was  fomented  by  the 
malice  of  one  of  her  sisters-in-law  ;  divers 
scandalous  reports  of  her  misconduct,  to 
which  the  empty  pretensions  of  a  vain 
wretched  coxcomb  (who  was  made  use  of  as 
an  infamous  tool  fur  that  purpose)  gave  a 
colourable  pretext,  were  trumped  up,  and 
transmitted,  with  many  false  and  aggravating 
circumstances,  to  her  husband  in  Ireland; 
who,  being  a  giddy  untiiinking  man,  was  so 
.iiuch  incensed  at  these  insinuations,  that, 
n  the  first  transports  of  his  passion,  he  sent 
lO  his  mother  a  power  of  attorney,  that  she 
might  sue  for  a  divorce  in  his  behalf.  A 
li'oel  was  tliereupon  exhibited,  containing 
many  scandalous  allegations,  void  of  any  real 
foundation  in  truth;  but  being  unsupported 
oy  any  manner  of  pro  f,  it  was  at  length  dis- 


missed with  costs,  after  it  had  depended  up. 
wards  of  two  years. 

"Lord  A m  finding  himself  abused  by 

the  misrepresentations  of  his  mother  and 
sister,  discovered  an  inclination  to  be  recon- 
ciled to  his  lady :  in  consequence  of  which, 
she  was  sent  over  to  Dublin  by  her  father, 
to  the  care  of  a  gentleman  in  that  city  ;  in 
whose  house  she  was  received  by  her  hus- 
band with  all  the  demonstrations  of  love  and 
esteem.  From  thence  he  conducted  her  to 
his  lodgings,  and  then  to  his  country-house, 
where  she  had  the  misfortune  to  suffer  a  mis- 
carriage, through  fear  and  resentment  of  my 
lord's  behaviour,  which  was  often  brutal  and 
indecent.  From  the  country  they  removed 
to  Dublin,  about  the  latter  end  of  July,  oi 
beginning  of  August  1714,  where  they  hac 
not  long  continued,  when  her  ladyship  was 
known  to  be  again  with  child. 

"  Lord  A m  and  his  issue  being  next  ir 

remainder  to  the  honours  and  estate  of 
Arthur  earl  of  A ,  he  was  extremely  solicit- 
ous to  have  a  son  ;  and,  warned  by  the  fre- 
quent miscarriages  of  his  lady,  resolved  tc 
curb  the  natural  impatience  and  rusticity  of 
his  disposition,  that  she  might  not,  as  former 
ly,  sufier  by  his  outrageous  conduct.  He 
accordingly  cherished  her  with  uncommon 
tenderness  and  care  ;  and  her  pregnancy 
being  pretty  far  advanced,  conducted  her  to 
his  country-seat,  where  she  was  delivered  of 

Mr  A V,  about  the  latter  end  of  April,  or 

beginning  of  May;  for  none  of  the  witnesses 
have  been  able,  at  this  distance,  with  absolute 
certainty,  to  fix  the  precise  time  of  his  birth, 
and  there  was  no  register  kept  in  the  parish  ; 
as  an  additional  misfortune,  no  gentleman 
of  fashion  lived  in  that  parish  ;  nor  did  those 
who  lived  at  any  considerable  distance  care 
to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  a  man  of 

Lord  A m's  strange  conduct. 

"Be  that  as  it  will,  the  occasion  was  cele- 
brated by  his  lordship's  tenants  and  depen- 
dents upon  the  spot,  and  in  the  neighbouring 
town  of  New  Ross,  by  bonfires,  illumina- 
tions, and  other  rejoicings ;  which  have  made 
such  an  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people,  that  in  the  place  where  they  hap- 
pened, and  the  contiguous  parishes,  several 
liundred  persons  have  already  declared  their 
knowledge  and  remembrance  of  this  event, 
in  spite  of  the  great  power  of  the  claimant's 
adversary  in  that  quarter,  and  the  great 
pains  and  indirect  methods  taken  by  his 
numberless  agents  and  emissaries,  as  well  as 
bv  those  who  are  interested  with  him  in  the 
event  of  the  suit,  to  corrupt  and  suppress  the 
evidence. 

"Lord  A m,  after  the  birth  of  his  son, 

who  was  sent  to  nurse  in  the  neighbourhood, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  country 
(where  people  of  the  highest  distinction  put 
their  children  out  to  nurse  into  farm-houses 
and  cabins),  lived  in  harmony  with  his  lady 
for  the  space  of  two  years ;  but  having,  by 
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tiis  folly  and  extravagance,  reduced  liitnself 
to  great  difficullies,  he  demanded  the  re- 
mainder of  her  Ibrtune  from  her  father  the 

duke  of  B ,  wlio  absohitely  refused   to 

part  with  a  sliillinir  until  a  proper  settlement 
Bhould  be  made  on  his  daughter,  whicii,  by 
that  time,  lie  had  put  it  out  of  his  own  power 
to  make,  by  his  tolly  and  extravagam.e. 

"  As  her  ladysiiip,  by  her  endeavor.rs  to 
reform  the  economy  of  her  house,  h;id  in- 
curred the  displeasure  of  some  idle  profligate 
fellows,  who  had  fastened  themselves  upon 
her  husband,  and  helped  to  consume  his  sub- 
stance, tiiey  seized  this  opportunity  of  tlie 
duke's  refusal ;  and,  in  order  to  be  revenged 
upon    the    innocent    lady,   persuaded    Lord 

A m,  that  the  only  means  of  extracting 

money  from  his  grace,  would  be  to  turn  her 
away,  on  pretence  of  infidelity  to  his  bed, 
for  which  they  iiinted  there  was  but  too  iimch 
foundation.  At  their  suggestions,  a  ;nost 
infamous  plan  was  projected  ;  in  the  execu- 
tion of  winch,  one   P ,  a  poor,  unbred, 

simple  country  booby,  whom  they  had  decoy- 
ed into  a  snare,  lost  one  of  his  ears,  and  the 
mjured  lady  retired  that  same  day  to  New 
Ross,  where  she  continued  several  years. 
She  did  not,  however,  leave  the  liouse,  with- 
out struggling  hard  to  carry  her  child  along 
with  her ;  but  far  from  enjoying  such  indul- 
gence, strict  orders  were  given  tliat  the  boy 
should  not,  for  the  future,  be  brouglit  within 
her  sight.  Tliis  base,  inhuman  treatment, 
instead  of  answering  the  end  proposed,  pro- 
duced sucli  a  contrary  effect,  tliat  the  duke 

of  B ,  by  a  codicil  to  his  will,  in  wliicli 

lie  reflects  upon  Lord  A ni's  evil  temper, 

directed  his  executors  to  pay  to  his  daugiiter 
an  annuity  of  one  hundred  jjounds  while  her 
lord  and  she  should  continue  to  live  separate; 
and  this  allowance  was  to  cease  on  Lord 
A ^m's  death. 

"  Wliile  she  remained  in  this  solitary  situa- 
tion, the  child  was  universally  known  and 
received  as  the  legitimate  son  and  iieir  of 
her  lord,  whose  affection  for  the  boy  was  so 
conspicuous,  that,  in  tlie  midst  of  his  own 
necessities,  he  never  failed  to  maintain  liim  in 
the  dress  and  equipage  of  a  young  nobleman. 
In  the  course  of  his  infancy,  his  fatiier  hav- 
ing often  changed  his  place  of  residence,  the 
ciiild  was  put  under  the  instructions  of  a 
great  many  diiferent  schoolmasters,  so  that 
lie  was  perfectly  well  known  in  a  great  many 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  iiis  motiier 
seized  all  opportunities  (which  were  but  rare, 
on  account  of  his  father's  orders  to  the  con- 
trary) of  seeing  and  giving  him  proofs  of  her 
maternal  tenderness,  until  she  set  out  for 
England,  aflcr  having  been  long  in  a  declin- 
ing state  of  iiealth,  by  a  paralytical  disorder: 
upon  the  consequence  of  which,  such  depen- 
dence was  placed  by  her  inconsiderate  hus- 
band, who  was  by  this  time  reduced  to  ex- 
treme poverty,  that  lie  actually  married  a 
R.'oman  whom  he  had  long  kept  as  a  mistress. 


This    creature   no   sooner   understood   that 

Lady  A m  was  departed   from    Ireland, 

than  she  openly  avowed   her  marriage,  and 

went    about    publicly   with    Lord    A m, 

visiting  his  acquaintances  in  the  character 
of  his  wife. 

"  From  this  era  may  be  dated  the  beginning 
of  Mr  A y's  misfortune  :  this  artful  wo- 
man, who  had  formerly  treated  the  child 
with  an  ajjpearance  of  fondness,  in  order  tc 
ingratiate  herself  with  the  father,  now  look- 
ing upon  herself  as  sufficiently  established  in 
the  family,  thought  it  was  high  time  to  alter 
her  behaviour  witii  regard  to  the  unfortunate 
boy  ;  and  accordingly,  for  obvious  reasons, 
employed  a  thousand  artifices  to  alienate  the 
heart  of  the  weak  father  from  his  unhappy 
c!f;:pr;ng:  yet,  notwithstanding  all  her  in- 
pinuiitiens,  nature  still  maintained  her  influ- 
ence in  his  heart ;  and  though  she  often 
found  means  to  irritate  him  by  artful  and 
malicious  accusations,  his  resentment  never 
extendeil  farther  than  fatherly  correction. 
Hhc  would  have  found  it  impossible  to  ac- 
complish his  ruin,  had  not  her  eftbrfs  been 
reinforced  by  a  new  auxiliary,  who  was  no 
other  than  his  uncle,  the  present  usurper  of 
his  title  and  estate  ;  yet  even  this  confederacy 
was  overawed,  in  some  measure,  by  the  fear 
of  alarming  the  unfortunate  mother,  until 
her  distemper  increased  to  a  most  deplorable 
degree  of  the  dead  palsy,  and  the  death  of 
her  father  had  reduced  licr  to  a  most  forlorn 
and  abject  state  of  distress.  Then  they 
ventured  upon  the  execution  of  their  pro- 
jects ;  and  (though  their  aims  were  widely 
different)  concurred  in  their  endeavours  to 
remove  the  hapless  boy,  as  the  common 
obstacle  to  both. 

"Lord  A m  (who,  as  I  have  already 

observed)  was  a  man  of  weak  intellects,  and 
utterly  void  of  any  fixed  ])rinciple  of  action, 
b(Mng  b}'^  this  time  reduced  to  such  a  pitch  of 
misery,  that  he  was  often  obliged  to  pawn 
iiis  wearing-apparel  in  order  to  procure  the 
common  necessaries  of  life;  and  having  no 
other  fund  remaining,  with  which  he  could 
relieve  his  present  necessities,  except  a  sale 

of  the  reversion  of  the   A a  estate,  to 

which  the  nonage  of  his  son  was  an  effectual 
bar,  he  was  advised  by  his  virtuous  brotiier, 
and  the  rest  of  his  counsellors,  to  surmount 
this  difficulty,  by  secreting  his  son,  and 
spreading  a  report  of  his  death.  This  honest 
project  he  the  more  readily  embraced,  because 
he  knew  that  no  act  of  his  could  frustrate 
the  child's  succession.  Accordingly,  the  boy 
was  removed  from  the  school  at  which  he 
was   then   boarded,   to    the    house   of   one 

K h,  an   agent   and   accomplice    of  the 

present  earl  of  A a,  where  he  wiis  kept 

for  several  months  closely  confined  ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  it  was  industriously  reported 
that  he  was  dead. 

"This  previous  measure  being  taken.  Lord 
A m    published    advertisements    in   the 
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gazettes,  oHering  reversions  of  the  A a  [  away   liis   fortune  witli  the  most  ridiculoui 

estate    to   sale ;    and   emissaries   of  various    extravacrance,    but    also   associated    himself 


kinds  were  employed  to  inveigle  such  as  were 
ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  settlement  of 
these  estates,  or  strangers  to  the  affairs  of 
his  family.     Some  people,  imposed  upon  by 
the  report  of  the  child's  death,  were  drawn 
in  tj  purchase,  thinking  themselves  safe  in 
the   concurrence  of  his   lordship's   brother, 
upon  presumption  that  he  was  next  in  re- 
mainder to  the  succession  ;  others,  tempted 
ny  tiio  smallness  of  the  price  (which  rarely 
exceeded  half  a-year's  purchase,  as  appears 
by  many  deeds),  though  they  doubted   the 
truth   of   the   boy's   being  dead,   ran   small 
risks,  on  the  contingency  of  his  dying  before 
he  should  be  of  age,  or  in  hopes  of  his  being 
prevailed  upon  to  confirm  the  grants  of  his 
father  ;   and  many  more  were  treating  with 
him  on  the  same  notions,  when  their  trans- 
actions were  suddenly  interrupted,  and  the 
scheme  of  raising  more  money,  for  the  pre- 
sent, defeated  by  the  unexpected  appearance 
of  tlie   boy,  who,  being   naturally   sprightly 
and  impatient  of  restraint,  had  found  means 
to  break  from  his  confinement,  and  wandered 
up  and  down  the  streets  of  Dublin,  avoiding 
his  father's  house,  and  choosing  to  encounter 
all  sorts  of  distress,  rather  than  subject  him- 
self again  to  the  cruelty  and  malice  of  the 
woman    who   supplied    his    mother's    place. 
Thus  debarred   his   father's  protection,  and 
destitute  of  any  fixed  habitation,  he  herded 
with  all  the  loose,  idle,  and  disorderly  youths 
in  Dublin,  shulking  chiefly  about  the  college, 
several  members  and  students  of  which,  tak- 
ing pity  on  his  misfortunes,  supplied  him  at 
different  times  with  clothes  and  money.     In 
this  unsettled  and  uncomfortable  way  of  life 
did  he  remain    from  the  year  1725,  to  the 
latter  end  of  November  1727;  at  which  time 
his   father  died  so  miserably  poor,  that  he 
was  actually  buried  at  the  public  expense. 

"  This  unfortunate  nobleman  was  no  sooner 
dead,  than  his  brother  Richard,  now  earl  of 

A a,  taking  advantage  of  the  nonage  and 

helpless  situation  of  his  nephew,  seized  upon 
all  the  papers  of  the  defunct,  and  afterwards 

usurped  the  title   of  Lord   A m,  to  the 

surprise  of  the  servants  and  others  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  family. 
This  usurpation,  bold  as  it  was,  produced  no 
other  effect  than  that  of  his  being  insulted  by 
the  populace  as  he  went  through  the  streets, 
and  the  refusal  of  the  king  at  arms  to  enrol 
ihe  certificate  of  his  brother's  having  died 
without  issue.  The  first  of  these  inconve- 
niences he  bore  without  any  sense  of  shame, 
though  not  without  repining,  conscious  that 
it  would  gradually  vanish  with  the  novelty 
of  his  invasion  ;  and  as  to  the  last,  he  con- 
quered it  by  means  well  known  and  obvious. 
"  Nor  will  it  seem  strange,  that  he  should 
thus  invade  the  rights  of  an  orphan  with 
impunity,  if  people  will  consider,  that  the 
late  Lord  A m  had  not  only  s([uandered 


with  low  company,  so  that  he  was  little 
known,  and  less  regarded,  by  persons  of  any 
rank  and  figure  in  life  ;  and  his  child,  of  con- 
sequence, debarred  of  the  advantages  which 
might  have  accrued  from  valuable  connec- 
tions.    And  though  it  was  universally  known, 

that   Lady   A m  had   a  son  in   Ireland, 

such  was  the  obscurity  in  which  the  father 
had  lived,  during  the  last  years  of  liis  life, 
that  few  of  the  nobility  could  be  supposed  to 
be   acquainted   with   the   particular   circum- 
stances of  a  transaction  in  which  they  had 
no  concern,  and  which  had  happened  at  the 
distance  of  twelve  years  before  the  date  of 
this  usurpation.     Moreover,  as  their  first  in- 
formation was  no  other  than  common  fame, 
the  public  clamour  occasioned  by  the  separa- 
tion might  inspire  such  as  were  strangers  to 
the  family  affairs  with  a  mistaken  notion  of 
the  child's  having  been  born  about  or  afler 
the  time  of  that  event.     The  hurry  and  bustle 
occasioned  by  the   arrival  of  the  lord-lieu- 
tenant  about   this    period,    the    reports    in- 
dustriously   propagated    of   the    claimant's 
death,    the    obscurity    and    concealment    in 
which  the  boy  was  obliged  to  live,  in  order 
to  elude  the  wicked  attempts  of  his  uncle, 
mio-ht   also  contribute  to  the  peaceable  en- 
joyment  of  an  empty  title :  and,  lastly.  Lord 
Chancellor  W m,  whose  immediate  pro- 
vince it  was  to  issue  writs  for  parliament, 
was  an  utter  stranger  in  Ireland,  unacquainted 
with  the  descents   of  families,   and   conse- 
quently did  not  examine  farther  than  the  cer- 
tificate enrolled  in  the  books  of  the  king  at 
arms.     Over  and  above  these  circumstances, 
which  naturally  account  for  the  success  of 
the   imposture,    it    may    be    observed,  that 
the  hapless  youth  had  not  one  relation  alive, 
on  the  side  of  his  father,  whose  interest  it 
was  not  to  forward  or   coimive   at   his  de- 
struction ;    that  his  grandfather  the  duke  of 

E was  dead  ;  and  that  his  mother  was 

then  in  England,  in  a  forlorn,  destitute,  dying 
condition,  secreted  from  the  world,  and  even 
from  her  own  relations,  by  her  woman,  Mary 

H ,  who  had  a  particular  interest  to  secrete 

her,  and  altogether  dependent  upon  a  miser- 
able and  precarious  allowance  from  the  du- 
chess of  B ,  to  whose  caprice  she  was 

moreover  a  most  wre+ched  slave. 

"  Notwithstanding  these  concurring  cir- 
cumstances in  favour  of  the  usurper,  he  did 
not  think  himself  secure  while  the  orphan 
had  any  chance  of  finding  a  friend  who 
would  undertake  his  cause  ;  and  therefore 
laid  a  plan  for  his  being  kidnapped,  and  sent 
to  America  as  a  slave.  His  coadjutor  in 
this  inhuman  scheme  was  a  person  who  car- 
ried on  the  trade  of  transporting  servants  to 
our  plantations,  and  was  deeply  interested  on 
this  occasion,  liaving,  for  a  mere  trifle,  pur- 
chased of  the  late  Lord  A m,  the  rever- 
sion of  a  considerable  part  of  th<!  A a 
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estate ;  wiiicli  sliaiiicftil  hariruin  was  coiifirnicd 
oy  tlie  brotlier,  but  could  never  take  jjlace 
unless  tlic  boy  could  Ije  etlectually  removed. 

"  Every  thinjT  being  scltled  witli  this  auxi- 
liary, several  rullians  were  employ' d  in 
poarch  of  the  unhappy  victim;  and  tli»!  first 
attempt  tliat  was  made  upon  him,  in  'vliicli 
his  uncle  personally  assisted,  liapponinof  near 
one  of  the  great  markets  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, an  honest  butcher,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  neighbours,  rescued  him  by  force  from 
their  cruel  hands.  This,  however,  was  but  a 
short  respite ;  for  (though  warned  by  this 
adventure,  the  boy  seldom  crept  out  of  his 
lurking  places,  without  the  most  cautious 
circumspection)  he  was,  in  I\Iarch  1727,  dis- 
covered by  the  diligence  of  his  persecutors, 
and  forcibly  dragged  on  board  of  a  ship 
bound  for  Newcastle  on  Delaware  river  in 
America,  where  he  was  sold  as  a  slave,  and 
kept  to  hard  labour,  much  above  his  age  or 
strength,  for  the  space  of  thirteen  years, 
during  which  he  was  transferred  from  one 
person  to  another. 

"  While  he  remained  in  this  servile  situa- 
tion, he  often  mentioned,  to  those  in  whom 
he  thought  such  confidence  might  be  placed, 
the  circumstances  of  his  birth  and  title,  to- 
gether with  the  manner  of  his  being  exiled 
from  his  native  country  ;  although,  in  thia 
particular,  he  neglected  a  caution  which  he 
had  received  in  his  passage,  importing  that 
such  a  discovery  would  cost  him  his  life. 
Meanw.jle  the  usurper  quietly  enjoyed  his 
right :  and  to  those  who  questioned  him  about 
his  brother's  son,  constantly  replied,  that  the 
boy  had  been  dead   for  several  years  ;   and 

Arthur,  earl  of  A a,  dying  in  April  1737, 

he,  upon  pretence  of  being  next  heir,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  honours  and  estate  of  that 
nobleman. 

"  The  term  of  the  nephew's  bondage,  which 
iiad  been  lengthened  out  beyond  the  usual 
time,  on  account  of  his  repeated  attempts  to 
escape,  being  expired  in  the  year  1730,  he 
hired  himself  as  a  common  sailor  in  a  trading 
vessel  bound  to  Jamaica ;  and  there,  being 
entered  on  board  of  one  of  his  majesty's 
phips  under  the  command  of  Admiral  V^ernon, 
openly  declared  his  parentage  and  preten- 
sion.''. This  extraordinary  claim,  which  made 
a  great  noise  in  the  fleet,  reaching  the  ears 

of  one  Lieutenant  S n,  nearly  related  to 

the  usurper's  Irish  wife,  he  believed  the  young 
gentleman  to  he  an  impostor;  and  thinking 
it  \y-is  incumbent  on  him  to  discover  the 
cheat,  he  went  on  board  the  ship  to  which 
he  claimant  belonged,  and  having  heard  the 
account  which  he  gave  of  himself,  was,  not- 
withstanding his  prepossessions,  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  what  he  alleged.  On  his 
return  to  his  own  ship,  he  chanced  to  men- 
tion this  extraordinary  affair  upon  the  quarter- 
deck, in  the  hearing  of  Mr  B n,  one  of 

the  midshipmen,  who  had  formerly  been  at 

school  with  Mr  A y 

^  S 


man  not  only  fold  the  lieutenant,  that  ho  hail 

been  school-fellow  with  Lord  A m's  son. 

but  also  declared  that  he  should  know  him 
again,  if  not  greatly  altered,  as  he  still  re- 
tallied  a  perfect  idea  of  his  countenance. 

"  Upon  this  intimation  the  lieutenant  pro- 
posed that  the  experiment  should  be  tried; 
and  went  with  the  midshipman  on  board  the 
ship  that  the  claimant  was  in,  for  that  pur- 
pose. After  all  the  sailors  had  been  as- 
sembled upon  deck,  Mr  E n,  casting  his 

eyes   around,  immediately  distinguished  Mr 

A y  in  the  crowd,  and  laying  his  hand  on 

his  shoulder, — "  this  is  the  man,"  said  he  ; 
affirming  at  the  same  time,  that  while  iie 
continued  at  scliool  with  him,  the  claimant 

was  reputed  and  respected  as  Lord  A m's 

son  and  heir,  and  maintained  in  all  respects 
suitably  to  the  dignity  of  his  rank.  Nay,  he 
was,  in  like  manner,  recognised  by  several 
other  persons  in  the  fleet,  who  had  known 
him  in  his  infancy. 

"  These  things  being  reported  to  the  ad- 
miral, he  generously  ordered  him  to  be  sup- 
plied with  necessaries,  and  treated  like  a  gen- 
tleman ;  and,  in  his  next  dispatches,  trans- 
mitted an  account  of  the  affair  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  among  the  other  transactions 
of  the  fleet. 

"  In  September  or  October  1741,  Mr  A y 

arrived  in  London  ;  and  the  lirtt  person  to 
whom  he  applied  for  advice  and  assistance 
was  a  man  of  the  law,  nearly  related  to  the 

faniilies  of  A a  and  A m,  and   well 

acquainted  with  the  particular  affairs  of 
each  ;  who,  far  from  treating  him  as  a  bastard 
and  impostor,  received  him  with  civility  and 
seeming  kindness,  asked  him  to  eat,  pre- 
sented  liiin  with  a  piece  of  money,  and,  ex- 
cusing himself  from  meddling  in  the  affair, 
advised  him  to  go  to  Ireland,  as  the  most 
proper  place  for  commencing  a  suit  for  the 
recovery  of  his  right. 

"Before  the  young  gentleman  had  an  op- 
portunity, or  indeed  any  inclination,  to  com- 
ply with  this  advice,  he  was  accidentally  met 

in  the  street  by  that  same  II n,  who,  as 

I  have  mentioned,  gave  Mr  M the  first 

insight  into  the  afiair  :  this  man  immediately 
knew  the  claimant,  having  been  formerly  an- 
agent  for  his  father,  and  afterwards  a  creature 
of  his  uncle's,  with  whom  he  was,  not  with- 
out  reason,  suspected  to  be  concerned  in 
kidnapping  and  transporting  his  nephew. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  his  connexions  with  the 
usurper  were  now  broken  off  by  a  quarrel,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  liad  thrown  up  his 
agency  ;  and  he  invited  the  hapless  stranger 
to  his  house,  with  a  view  of  making  all  j)oss. 
ible  advantage  of  such  a  guest. 

"There  he  had  not  long  remained,  wlicii 
his  treacherous  landlord,  tampering  with  his 
inexperience,  effected  a  marriage  hetwecii 
him  and  the  daughter  of  one  of  his  own. 
friends,  who  lodged  in  his  house  at  the  same 
time:    but  afterwards,  seeing  nf    person   of 
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consequence  willing  to  espouse  his  cause,  he 
looked  uj)on  liim  as  an  incumbrance,  and 
wanted  to  rid  fiis  hands  of  him  accordingly. 
lie  remembered  that  Mr  M had  ex- 
pressed himself  wilh  all  the  humanity  of  ap- 
prehension in  favour  of  the  unfortunate  young 
nobleman,  before  his  arrival  in  England ;  and, 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  generosity  of 
his  disposition,  he  no  sooner  understood  that 
he  was  returned  from  France,  than  he  waited 

upon  him  with  an  account  of  Mr  A y's 

being  safely  arrived.  Mr  IM was  sin- 
cerely rejoiced  to  find,  that  a  person  who  had 
been  so  cruelly  injured,  and  undergone  so 
long  and  continued  a  scene  of  distress,  was 
testored  to  a  countrj'  where  he  was  sure  of 
obtaining  justice,  and  where  every  good  man 
(as  he  imagined)  would  make  the  cause  his 
own  :  and  being  informed  that  the  youth  was 
in    want   of   necessaries,    he   gave    twenty 

guineas  to  H n  for  his  use,  and  promised 

to  do  him  all  the  service  in  his  power ;  but 
had  no  intention  to  take  upon  himself  the 
whole  weight  of  such  an  important  affair,  or 
indeed  to  appear  in  the  cause,  until  he  should 
be  fully  and  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the 
claimant's  pretensions  were  well  founded. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  H n  insinuating 

that  the  young  gentleman  was  not  safe  in 
bis  present  lodging,  from  the  machinations 

of  his  enemies,  M accommodated  him 

with  an  apartment  in  his  own  house  ;  where 
he  was  at  groat  pains  to  remedy  the  defect 
ni  his  education,  by  rendering  him  fit  to 
appear  as  a  gentleman  in  the  world.  Having 
received  from  him  all  the  intelligence  he 
could  give  relating  to  his  own  afiriir,  he  laid 
llie  case  before  counsel,  and  dispatched  a 
person  to  Ireland,  to  make  further  inquiries 
upon  the  same  subject ;  who,  on  his  first 
arrival  in  that  kingdom,  found  the  claimant's 
birth  was  as  publicly  known  as  any  circum- 
.-tance  of  that  kind  could  possibly  be,  at  so 
great  a  distance  of  time. 

"The  usurper  and  his  friends  gave  all  the 
interruption  in  their  power  to  any  researches 
concerning  that  afluir;  and  had  recourse  to 
every  art  and  expedient  that  could  be  in- 
vented, to  prevent  it  being  brought  to  a  legal 
discussion ;  privilege,  bills  in  chancery,  orders 
of  court  surreptitiously  and  illegally  obtained, 
and  every  other  invention,  were  made  use  of 
to  bar  and  prevent  a  fair  and  honest  trial  by 
a  jury.  The  usurper  himself,  and  his  agents, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  formed  divers 
conspiracies  against  his  life,  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  detach  Mr  jNI from  the  orphan's 

cause,  by  innumerable  artifices,  insinnatinir, 
cajoling,  and  misrepresenting,  with  surprising 
;.exterity  and  perseverance. 

"  His  protector,  far  from  being  satisfied 
with  their  reasons,  was  not  only  deaf  to 
their  remonstrances,  but  believing  him  in 
danger  from  their  repeated  efl^orts,  bad  him 
privately  conveyed  into  the  country  ;  where 
pji   unhappy  accident  (which   he   hath  ever 


since  sincerely  regretted)  furnished  his  ad 
versary  with  a  colourable  pretext  to  cut  him 
off  in  the  beginning  of  his  career. 

"A  man  happening  to  lose  his  life  by  the 
accidental  discharge  of  a  piece  that  chanceo 
to  be  in  the  young  gentleman's  hands,  the 
account  of  this  misfortune  no  sooner  reached 
the  ears  of  his  uncle,  than  he  expressed  the 
most  immoderate  joy  at  having  found  so  good 
a  handle  for  destroying  him,  under  colour  of 
law.  Ho  immediately  constituted  himself 
prosecutor,  set  his  emissaries  at  work  to 
secure  a  coroner's  inquest  suited  to  his  cruel 
purposes  ;  set  out  for  the  place  in  person,  tu 
take  care  that  the  prisoner  should  not  escape; 
insulted  him  in  jail,  in  the  most  inhuman 
manner,  employed  a  whole  army  of  attornevs 
and  agents,  to  spirit  up  and  carry  on  a  most 
virulent  prosecution  ;  practised  all  the  unfair 
methods  that  could  be  invented,  in  order  that 
the  unhappy  gentleman  should  be  transported 
to  Newgate,  from  the  healthy  prison  to 
which  he  was  at  first  committed ;  endea- 
voured to  inveigle  him  into  destructive  con- 
fessions ;  and,  not  to  mention  other  mora 
infamous  arts  employed  in  the  affair  of 
evidence,  attempted  to  surprise  him  upon  his 
trial,  in  the  absence  of  his  witnesses  and 
counsel,  contrary  to  a  previous  agreement 
with  the  prosecutor's  own  attorney  :  nay,  he 
even  appeared  in  person  upon  the  bench  at 
the  trial,  in  order  to  intimidate  the  evidence, 
and  brow-beat  the  unfortunate  prisoner  at 
the  bar,  and  expended  above  a  thousand 
pounds  in  that  prosecution.  In  spite  of  all 
his  wicked  efforts,  however,  which  were 
defeated  by  the  spirit  and  indefatigable  in- 
dustry of  Mr  M ,  the  young  gentleman 

was  honourably  acquitted,  to  the  evident 
satisfaction  of  all  the  impartial ;  the  mis- 
fortune that  gave  a  handle  for  that  unnatural 
prosecution  appearing  to  a  demonsLfdtion  to 
have  been  a  mere  accidimt. 

"  In  a  few  months,  his  protector,  who  had 
now  openly  espoused  his  cause  (taking  with 
him  two  gentlemen  to  witness  his  trans- 
actions), conducted  him  to  his  native  country, 
with  a  view  to  be  better  informed  of  the 
strength  of  his  pretensions,  than  he  could  be 
by  the  intelligence  he  had  hitherto  received, 
or  by  the  claimant's  own  dark  and  almost 
obliterated  remembrance  of  the  facts  which 
were  essential  to  be  known.  Upon  their 
arrival   in  Dublin,  application  was  made  to 

those  persons  whom  Mr  A y  had  named 

as  his  schoolmasters  and  companions,  toge- 
tner  with  the  servants  and  neighbours  of  his 
father.  These,  though  examined  separately, 
without  having  the  least  previous  intimation 
of  what  the  claimant  had  reported,  agreed  in 
their  accounts  with  him,  as  well  a;?  with  one 
anotlier,  and  mentioned  many  other  people 
as  acquainted  with  the  same  facts,  to  whom 

Mr  M had  recourse,  and  still  met  witb 

the  same  unvaried  information.  By  these 
means,  he    nade  such  progress  in  I. is  innui 
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ries,  tliat,  in  loss  than  two  inontlis,  no  fewer 
lliiin  one  Imndrcd  perilous,  from  ditforent 
quarters  of  llie  kinj,'doni,  either  personally,  or 
hy  letters,  communicated  llieir  knowledge  of 
the  claimant,  in  declarations  consonant  with 
one  another,  as  well  as  witli  the  accounts  he 
gave  of  himself  Several  servants  who  had 
lived  with  his  father,  and  been  deceived  with 
the  story  of  his  death,  so  industriously  pro- 
pagated by  his  uncle,  no  sooner  heard  of  his 
being  in  Dublin,  than  they  came  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  to  see  him ;  and 
though  great  pains  were  taken  to  deceive 
them,  they,  nevertheless,  knew  him  at  first 
sight;  some  of  them  fell  upon  their  knees  to 
thank  Heaven  for  his  preservation,  embraced 
ills  legs,  and  shed  tears  of  joy  for  his  return. 

"  Although  the  conduct  of  his  adversary, 
particularly  in  the  above-mentioned  prosecu- 
tion, together  with  the  evidence  that  already 
appeared,  were  sufficient  to  convince  all 
mankind  of  the  truth  of  the  claimant's  pre- 
tensions, Mr  M ,  in  order  to  be  further 

satisfied,  resolved  to  see  how  he  would  be 
received  upon  the  spot  where  he  was  born; 
justly  concluding,  that,  if  he  was  really  an 
impostor,  the  bastard  of  a  kitchen-wcncli, 
produced  in  a  country  entirely  possessed  by 
his  enemy  and  his  allies,  he  must  be  looked 
upon  in  that  place  with  the  utmost  detesta- 
tion and  contempt. 

"This  his  intention  was  no  sooner  known 
to  the  adverse  party,  than  their  agents  and 
friends,  from  all  quarters,  re[)aired  to  that 
place  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  used 
all  their  influence  with  the  people,  in  re- 
monstrances, threats,  and  all  tlie  other  artB 
they  could  devise,  not  only  to  discountenance 
the  claimant  upon  his  arrival,  but  even  to 
spirit  up  a  mob  to  insult  him.  Notwith- 
standing these  precautions,  and  the  servile 
awe  and  subjection  in  which  tenants  are  kept 
by  their  landlords  in  that  part  of  the  country, 

as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Mr  A y 

approached  the  town,  the  inhabitants  crowded 
out  in  great  multitudes  to  receive  and  wel- 
come him,  and  accom))anied  him  into  town 
with  acclamations  and  other  expressions  of 
joy,  insomuch  that  the  agents  of  his  adversary 
durst  not  show  their  faces.  The  sovereign 
of  the  corporation,  who  was  a  particular 
creature  and  favourite  of  the  usurper,  and 
whose  all  depended  upon  the  issue  of  the 
cause,  was  so  conscious  of  the  stranger'.s 
right,  and  so  much  awed  by  the  behaviour  of 
Ijie  people,  who  knew  that  consciousness, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  safe  even  to  preserve 
the  Oippcarance  of  neutrality  upon  this  occa- 
sion, but  actually  held  the  stirrup  while  Mr 
A y  dismounted  from  his  horse. 

"  This  sense  of  conviction  in  the  people 
manifested  itself  still  more  powerfully  when 
he  returned  to  the  same  place  in  the  year 

1744,  about  which  time  Lord  A a  being 

informed  of  his  resolution,  determined  again 
to  be  beforehand  with  nim,  and  set  out  in 
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person  witli  his  agents  and  friends,  some  jf 
whom  were  detached  before  him,  to  prejjare 
tor  his  reception,  and  induce  the  people  io 
meet  him  in  a  body,  and  accompany  iiim  to 
town,  with  such  expressions  of  welcome  as 
they  had  before  bestowed  on  his  nephew;  but, 
in  spite  of  all  their  art  and  interest,  he  was  suf- 
fered to  jiass  through  tlie  street  in  amourniUl 
silence  :  and  though  several  barrels  of  bei  r 
were  produced,  to  court  the  favour  of  the 
populace,  they  had  no  other  cflect  than  that 
of  drawing  their  ridicule  upon  the  donor ; 
whereas,  when  Mr  A y,  two  days  after- 
wards, appeared,  all  the  inhabitants,  witli 
garlands,  streamer.s,  music,  and  other  ensigni; 
of  joy,  crowded  out  to  meet  him,  and  ushered 
him  into  town  with  such  demonstrations  of 
pleasure  and  good  will,  that  the  noble  peer 
found  it  convenient  to  hide  himself  from  ,the 
resentment  of  his  own  tenants,  the  effects  of 
which  he  must  have  severely  felt,  had  not 
he  been  screened  by  the  timely  remonstran- 
ces of  Mr  M ,  and  the  other  gentlemen 

who  accompanied  his  competitor. 

"  Nor  did  his  apprehension  vanish  witn 
the  transaction  of  this  day ;  the  town  was 
again  in  an  uproar  on  the  Sunday  following, 
when  it  was  known  that  Mr  A y  in- 
tended to  come  tiiither  from  Dunmain  to 
church ;  they  went  out  to  meet  him  as  before, 
and  conducted  him  to  the  church-door  with 
acclamations,  which  terrified  his  uncle  to 
such  a  degree,  that  he  fled  with  precipitation 
in  a  boat,  and  soon  after  entirely  quitted  the 
place. 

"  It  would  be  almost  an  endless  task  to 
enumerate  the  particular  steps  that  were 
taken  by  one  side  to  promote,  and  by  tlie 
other  to  delay  the  trial.  The  young  gentle- 
man's adversaries  finding  that  they  could  nut, 
by  all  the  subterfuges  and  arts  they  had 
used,  evade  it,  repeated  attempts  were  made 
to  assassinate  him  and  his  protector,  and 
every  obstruction  thrown  in  the  way  of  his 
cause  which  crafl  could  invent,  villainy  exe- 
cute, and  undue  influence  confirm.  But  all 
these  difficulties  were  surmounted  by  the 
vigilance,  constancy,  courage,  and  sagacity 

of    M ;    and,    at   last,   the    affair    was 

brought  to  a  very  solemn  trial  at  bar,  which 
being  continued,  by  several  adjournments, 
from  the  eleventh  to  tiie  twenty-fifth  day  of 
November,  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  claim- 
ant by  a  jury  of  gentlemen,  which,  in  point 
of  reputation  and  property,  cannot  be  easily 
paralleled  in  the  annals  of  that  or  any  other 
country ;  a  jury  that  could  by  no  means  bo 
suspected  of  prepossessions  in  favour  of  JMr 

A y  (to  whose  person  they  were  absolute 

strangers),  especially  if  we  consider,  that  a 
gentleman  in  their  neighbourhood,  who  wag 
nephew  to  the  foreman,  and  nearly  related  to 
some  of  the  rest  of  the  niimi)er,  forfeited  a 
considerable  estate  by  their  decision. 

"  This  verdict,"  said  the  parson  «»  gave 
the  highest  satisfaction  to  all  impartial  pe'suns 
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that  were  within  reach  of  being  duly  inform- 
ed of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the  different 
genius  and  conduct  of  the  parties  engaored 
in  the  contest,  but  more  especially  to  such 
13  were  in  court  (as  I  was)  at  the  trial,  and 
nad  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  charac- 
t'jrs  and  behaviour  of  the  persons  who 
appeared  there  to  give  evidence. 

"  To  such  it  was  very  apparent,  that  all 
t!io  witnesses  produced  there,  on  the  part  of 
the  uncle,  were  either  his  tenants,  depend- 
ents, pot-companions,  or  persons  some  way 
or  other  interested  in  the  issue  of  the  suit, 
and  remarkable  for  a  slow  kind  of  cunning; 
that  many  of  them  were  peri^ons  of  pro- 
fligate lives,  v.'ho  deserved  no  credit;  that 
(independent  of  the  levity  of  their  characters) 
those  of  them  who  went  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  colonels  (Colonel  Loftus  alone  ex- 
cepted, who  liad  nothing  to  say,  and  was 
only  brought  there  in  order  to  give  credit  to 
tliat  party),  made  so  ridiculous  a  figure,  and 
gave  so  absurd,  contradictory,  and  incon- 
sistent an  evidence,  as  no  court  or  jury 
could  give  the  least  degree  of  credit  to.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
nephew,  and  Mr  M ,  his  chief  mana- 
ger (being  absolute  strangers  in  that  coun- 
try, and  unacquainted  with  the  characters  of 
the  persons  they  had  to  deal  with),  were 
obliged  to  lay  before  the  court  and  jury 
such  evidence  as  came  to  their  hand,  some 
of  whom  plainly  appeared  to  have  been  put 
upon  them  by  their  adversaries,  with  a  design 
to    hurt.     It    was    also    manifest,    that   the 

witnesses    produced   for   Mr   A y  were 

such  as  could  have  no  manner  of  connexion 
with  him.,  nor  any  dependence  whatsoev-er 
upon  him,  to  influence  their  evidence ;  for 
the  far  greatest  part  of  them  had  never  seen 
him  from  his  infancy  till  the  trial  began,  and 
many  of  them  (though  poor,  and  undignified 
with  the  title  of  colonels)  were  people  of 
unbleniish.ed  character,  of  great  simplicity, 
and  such  as  no  man  in  his  senses  would 
pitch  upon  to  support  a  bad  cause.  It  is 
plain  that  the  jury  (whose  well-known  hon- 
our, impartiality,  and  penetration,  must  be 
revered  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with  them) 
were  not  under  the  least  difficulty  about  their 
verdict;  for  they  were  not  inclosed  above 
half  an  hour,  when  they  returned  with  it. 
These  gentlemen  could  not  help  observing 
the  great  inequality  of  the  parties  engaged, 
the  great  advantages  that  the  uncle  liad  in 
every  other  respect  (except  the  truth  and 
justice  of  his  case)  over  the  nephew,  by 
means  of  his  vast  possessions,  and  of  his 
power  and  influence  all  round  the  place  of 
his  birth ;  nor  could  the  contrast  between  the 
different  geniu.ses  of  the  two  parties  escape 
their  observation.  They  could  not  but  sec 
»ind  conclude,  that  a  person  who  had  con- 
fessedly transported  and  sold  his  orphan 
nepliew  into  slavery,  who,  on  his  return,  had 
carr;t;d   on   so   unwarrantable   and   cruel   a 


prosecution  to  take  away  his  life  under  ths 
sanction  of  law,  and  who  had  also  given 
such  glaring  proofs  of  his  skill  and  dexterity 
in  the  management  of  witnesses  for  that 
cruel  purpose,  was  in  like  manner  capable 
of  exerting  the  same  happy  talent  on  this 
occasion,  when  his  all  was  at  stake;  more 
especially  as  he  had  so  many  others  wiio 
were  equally  interested  with  himself,  an« 
whose  abilities  in  that  respect  fell  nothing 
short  of  his  own,  to  second  him  in  it.  T'"; 
gentlemen  of  the  jury  had  also  a  near  view 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  witnesses  de- 
livered their  testimonies,  and  had  from 
thence  an  opportunity  of  observing  many 
circumstances  and  distinguishing  character- 
istics of  truth  and  falsehood,  from  which  a 
great  deal  could  be  gathered,  that  could  not 
be  adequately  conveyed  by  any  printed  ac- 
count, how  exact  soever;  consequently,  they 
must  have  been  much  better  judges  of  the 
evidence  on  which  they  founded  their  ver- 
dict, than  any  person  who  had  not  the  same 
opportunity,  can  possibly  be. 

"  These,  Mr  Pickle,  were  my  reflections 
on  what  I  had  occasion  to  observe  concern- 
ing that  famous  trial;  and  on  my  return  to 
England,  tv/o  years  after,  I  could  not  help 
pitying  the  self-sufficiency  of  some  people, 
who,  at  this  distance,  pretended  to  pass  their 
judgment  on  that  verdict  with  as  great 
positiveness  as  if  they  had  been  in  the  secrets 
of  the  cause,  or  upon  the  jury  who  tried  it, 
and  that  from  no  better    authority  than    the 

declarations    of  Lord  A a's  emissaries, 

and  some  falsified  printed  accounts,  artfully 
cooked  up  on  purpose  to  mislead  aad  de- 
ceive. 

"  But  to  return  from  this  digression — Lord 

A a,  the  defendant  in  that  cause,  was  so  ' 

conscious  of  the  strength  and  merits  of  his 
injured  nephew's  case,  and  that  a  verdict 
would  go  against  him,  that  he  ordered  a  writ 
of  error  to  be  made  out  before  the  trial  was 
ended ;  and  the  verdict  was  no  sooner  given, 
than  he  immediately  lodged  it,  though  he 
well  knew  he  had  no  manner  of  error  to 
assign.  This  expedient  was  practised 
merely  for  vexation  and  delay,  in  owler  to 

keep  Mr  A y  from  the  possession  of  the 

small  estate  he  had  recovered  by  the  verdict, 
that,  his  slender  funds  being  exhausted,  he 
might  be  deprived  of  other  means  to  prose- 
cute his  right ;  and  by  the  most  oppressive 
contrivances  and  scandalous  chicanery,  it  has 
been  kept  up  to  this  day,  without  his  being 
able  to  assign  the  least  shadow  of  any  error. 

"  Lord  A a  was  not  the  only  anta- 
gonist that  Mr  A y  had  to  deal  with;  all 

the  different  branches  of  the  A a  family, 

who  had  been  worrying  one  another  at  law 
ever   since   the    death    of  the   late   car.'  of 

A a,    about   the   partition    of  his   groet 

estate,  were  now  firmly  united  in  an  assoc;.-:.. 
tion    against   this    unfortunate    gentleuiur. 
mutual  deeds  were  executed  among  them 
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ijy  which  many  groat  lord5;hii)s  and  estates 
were  given  up  by  the  uncle  to  persons  wiio 
had  no  riglit  to  possess  thoni,  in  order  to 
'jngage  tlieni  to  side  with  him  against  liis 
nephew,  in  withiiolding  tlie  unjust  possession 
oftlie  remainder. 

"  Tliese  confederates  liaving  held  several 
consultations  against  their  common  enemy, 
and  finding  that  his  cause  gathered  daily 
strengtli  since  the  trial,  by  the  accession  of 
jTiany  witnesses  of  figure  and  reputation,  who 
had  not  been  heard  of  before,  and  that  the 
only  chance  they  had  to  prevent  the  speedy 
establishment  of  his   right,   and  their  own 

destruction,  was  by  stripping  Mr  M of 

the  little  money  that  yet  remained,  and  by 
stopping  all  further  resources  whereby  he 
might  be  enabled  to  proceed ;  they  therefore 
came  to  a  determined  resolution  to  carry 
that  hopeful  scheme  into  execution;  and,  in 
pursuance  thereof,  they  have  loll  no  expe- 
dient or  stratagem,  how  extraordinary  or 
scandalous  soever,   unpractised,   to  distress 

Air  A y  and  that  gentleman.     For  that 

end,  all  the  oppressive  arts  and  dilatory  ex- 
pensive contrivances  that  tlie  fertile  inven- 
tion of  the  lowest  pettifoggers  of  the  law 
could  possibly  devise,  have  with  dexterity 
been  played  off"  against  them,  in  fruitless 
quibbling,  and  malicious  suits,  entirely 
foreign  to  the  merits  of  the  cause.  Not  to 
mention  numberless  otiier  acts  of  oppression, 
the  most  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
proceedings,  by  means  whereof  this  sham 
writ  of  error  hath  been  kept  on  foot  ever  since 
November  1743,  is  to  me  (said  the  doctor) 
a  most  flagrant  instance,  not  only  of  the 
prevalency  of  power  and  money  (when  em- 
ployed, as  in  the  present  case,  against  an 
unfortunate,  helpless  man,  disabled,  as  he 
IS,  of  the  means  of  ascertaining  his  right), 
but  of  the  badness  of  a  cause,  that  had  re- 
course to  60  many  iniquitous  expedients  to 
support  it. 

"  In  a  word,   the  whole  conduct  of  Lord 

A a  and  his  party,  from  the  beginning 

to  this  time,  hath  been  such  as  sufficiently 
manifests  that  it  could  proceed  from  no  other 

motives  than  a  consciousness  of  Mr  A y's 

right,  and  of  their  own  illegal  usurpations, 
a'ld  from  a  terror  of  trusting  the  merits  of 
their  case  to  a  fair  di.«cussion  by  the  laws  of 
their  country ;  and  that  the  intention  and 
wi.'.n  drift  of  all  their  proceedings  plainly 
tend  to  stifle  and  smother  the  merits  of  the 
case  from  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  by 
oppressive  arts  and  ingenious  delays,  rather 
llinn  trust  it  to  the  candid  determination 
if  an  honest  jury.  What  else  could  be  the 
motives  of  kidnapping  the  claimant,  and 
transporting  him  when  an  infant?  of  the 
various  attempts  made  upon  hia  life  since 
his  return  1  of  the  attempts  t)  divest  him  of 
all  assistance  to  ascertain  his  right,  by 
endeavo\iri!5g  so  solicitously  to  prevail  on 
Mr  jM to   abandon   him    in   the   beo-in- 


ning;  of  retaining  an  army  of  counsel  before 
any  suit  had  been  commenced'!  of  the  many 
sinister  altcin|)ts  to  prevent  the  trial  at  bar' 
of  the  various  arts  made  use  of  to  terrify  any 
one  from  appearing  as  witness  for  the  ciuim- 
ant,  and  to  seduce  those  who  had  appeared? 
of  the  shameless,  unprecedented,  low  tricks 
now  practised,  to  keep  him  out  of  the  pos- 
session of  that  estate  for  which  he  hud 
obtained  the  verdict,  thereby  to  disable  hin> 
from  bringing  his  cause  to  a  further  hearing: 
and    of  the    attempts  made  to    buy  up  Mr 

M 's  debts,  and  to  spirit  up  suits  against 

him  !  Is  it  not  obvious,  from  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, as  well  as  from  the  obstruction 
they  have  given  to  the  attorney-general's 
proceeding  to  make  a  report  to  his  majesty 
on  the  claimant's  petition  on  the  king  for 
the  peerage,  which  was  referred  by  his 
majesty  to  that  gentleman,  so  far  back  as 
1743,  that  all  their  eflbrts  are  bent  to  that 
one  ])oint,  of  sliding,  rather  than  suffering 
the  merits  of  this  cause  to  come  to  a  fair 
and  candid  hearing;  and  that  the  sole  con- 
sideration at  present  between  them  and  tiiis 
unfortunate  man,  is  not  whether  he  is  right 
or  wrong,  but  whether  he  shall  or  shall  not 
find  money  to  bring  this  cause  to  a  final 
determination  ? 

"  Lord  A a  and  his  confederates,  not 

thinking  themselves  safe  with  all  these 
expedients,  while  there  was  a  possibility  of 
their  antagonist's  obtaining  any  assistance 
from  such  as  humanity,  compassion,  gene- 
rosity, or  a  love  of  justice  might  induce  to  lay 
open  their  purses  to  his  assistance  m  ascer- 
taining his  right,  have,  by  themselves  and 
their  numerous  emissaries,  employed  all  the 
arts  of  calumny,  slander,  and  detraction 
against  him,  by  traducing  his  cause,  vilifying 
his  person,  and  most  basely  and  cruelly  tear- 
ing his  character  to  pieces,  by  a  thousand 
misrepresentations,  purposely  invented  and 
industriously  propagated  in  all  places  of 
resort,  which  is  a  kind  of  cowardly  assassina- 
tion that  there  is  no  guarding  against;  yet, 
in  spite  of  all  these  machinations,  and  the 
stiameful  indiflerencc  of  mankind,  who  stand 
aloof  unconcerned,  and  sec  this  unhappy 
gentleman  most  inhumanely  oppressed  by 
the  weiglit  of  lawless  power   and    faction, 

M ,    far  from    suffering   himself   to    be 

dejected  by  the  multiplying  dilficullics  that 
crowded  upon  him,  still  exerts  himself  with 
amazing  fortitude  and  assiduity,  and  will  (I 
doubt  not)  bring  the  affair  he  began  and 
carried  on  with  so  much  spirit  whi.c  nis 
finances  lasted,  to  a  happy  conclusion. 

**  It  would  exceed  the  bounds  of  my  in- 
tention, and  perhaps  trespass  too  much  upon 
your  time,  were  I  to  enumerate  the  low 
artifices  and  shameful  quibbles  by  ^vhich  the 
usurper  bus  found  means  to  procrastinaU! 
the  decision  of  the  contest  between  him  and 
the  hapless  nephew,  or  to  give  a  detail  of 
the  damage  and  perplexity  which  Mr  M 
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nas  sustained,  and  been  involved  in  by  the  ' 
treachery  and  ingratitude  of  some  who  listed 
themselves  under  him,  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  affair,  and  by  the  villainy  of  others,  who, 
under  various  pretences  of  material  dis- 
coveries they  had  to  make,  &c.  had  fastened 
themselves  upon  him,  and  continued  to  do 
all  the  mischief  in  their  power,  until  the 
cloven  foot  was  detected. 

"  One  instance,  however,  is  so  flagrantly 
flagitious,  that  I  cannot  resist  the  mclmation 
I  feel  to  relate  it,  as  an  example  of  the  most 
infernal  perfidy  that  perhaps  ever  entered 
the  human  heart.     I  have  already  mentioned 

the  part  which  H n  acted  in  the  beginning 

of  M 's  connexion  with  the  unfortunate 

stranger,  and  hinted  that  tiie   said    H n 

lay  under  many  obligations  to  that  gentleman 

before  Mr  A y's  arrival  in  England.     He 

had  been  chief  agent  to  Lord  A a,  and, 

ns  it  afterwards  appeared,  received  several 
payments  of  a  secret  pension  which  that 
lord  enjoyed,  for  which  he  either  could  not 
or  would  not  account.  His  lordship,  there- 
fore, in  order  to  compel  him  to  it,  took  out 
writs  against  him,  and  his  house  was  con- 
tinually surrounded  with  catchpoles  for  the 
space  of  two  whole  years. 

"Mr  M ,  believing,  from  Mr  H n's 

own  account  of  the  matter,  that  the  poor  man 
was  greatly  injured,  and  persecuted  on  ac- 
count of  his  attachment  to  the  unhappy 
young  gentleman,  did  him  all  the  good  offices 
in  his  power,  and  became  security  for  him 
on  several  occasions :  nay,  such  was  his 
opinion    of   his    integrity,    that,   after    Mr 

A y   was    cleared    of    the    prosecution 

carried  on  against  him  by  his  uncle,  his  per- 
son was  trusted  to  the  care  of  this  hypocrite, 
who  desired  that  the  young  gentleman  might 
lodge  at  his  house  for  the   convenience  of 

air,  M 's  own  occasions  calling  him  often 

to  the  country. 

"  Having  thus,  by  his  consummate  dis- 
simulation, acquired  such  a  valuable  charge, 

he  wrote  a  letter  to  one  of  Lord  A a's 

attorneys,    offering   to   betray  Mr  A y, 

provided  his  lordship  would  settle  his  account, 
and  give  him  a  discharge  for  eight  hundred 
pounds  of  the  pension  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  not  accounted  for.    Mr  M , 

informed  of  this  treacherous  proposal,  im- 
mediately removed  his  lodger  from  h.is  house 
into  his  own,  without  assigning  his  reasons 
for  so  doing,  until  he  was  obliged  to  declare 
it  in  order  to  free  himself  from  the  impor- 

tu?iitics  of  H n,  who  earnestly  solicited 

his  return.  This  miscreant,  finding  himself 
detected  and  disappointed  in  his  villainous 
design,  was  so  much  enraged  at  his  miscar- 
riage, that,  forgetting  all  the  benefits  he  had 

received   from   M for  a  series  of  years, 

he  practised  all  the  mischief  that  his  malice 
could  contrive  against  him  ;  and  at  length  en- 
tered into  a  confederacy  with  one  G — st — ey, 
*ii(I    several     otlier     abandoned     wretches. 


who,  as  before  said,  under  various  pretencea 
of  being  able  to  make  material  discoveries, 
and  otherwise  to  serve  the  cause,  had  found 
means  to  be  employed  in  some  extra  business 
relating  to  it,  though  their  real  intention 
was  to  betray  the  claimant. 

"  These  confederates,  in  conjunction  with 
some  other  auxiliaries  of  infamous  charac- 
ter, being  informed  that  Mr  M was  op 

the  point  of  securing  a  considerable  sum,  to 

enable  him  to  prosecute  Mr  A y's  right, 

and  to  bring  it  to  a  happy  conclusion,  con- 
trived a  deep-laid  scheme  to  disappoint  him 
in  it,  and  at  once  to  ruin  the  cause.  And, 
previous  measures  being  taken  for  that 
wicked  purpose,  they  imposed  upon  the 
young  gentleman's  inexperience  and  cre- 
dulit3%  by  insinuations  equally  false,  plausi- 
ble, and  malicious ;  to  which  they  at  length 
gained  his  belief,  by  the  mention  of  some 
circumstances  that  gave  what  they  alleged  an 
air  of  probability,  and  even  of  truth.     They 

swore  that  Mr    M had   taken   out   an 

action  against  liim  for  a  very  large  sum  of 
money ;  that  they  had  actually  seen  the  writ ; 
that  the  intention  of  it  was  to  throw  him  into 
prison  for  life,  and  ruin  his  cause,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  agreement  made  by  him  with 

Lord   A and    his    other    enemies,    to 

retrieve  the  money  that  he  had  laid  out  in  the 
cause. 

"  This  plausible  lale  was  enforced  with 
such  an  air  of  truth,  candour,  and  earnest 
concern  for  his  safety,  and  was  strengthened 
by  so  many  imprecations  and  corroborating 
circumstances  of  their  invention,  as  would 
have  staggered  one  of  much  greater  experi- 
ence and  knowledge  of  mankind  than  Mr 

A y  could  be  supposed  to  be  at  that  time. 

The  notion  of  perpetual  imprisonment,  and 
the  certain  ruin  they  made  him  believe  his 
cause  was  threatened  with,  worked  up  his 
imagination  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  led  like  a  lamb  to  the 
slaughter,  by  this  artful  band  of  villains,  wlio 
secreted  him  at  the  lodgings  of  one  Pr — n- 
t — ce,  an  intimate  of  G — st — ey's,  fot 
several   days,    under   colour  •  of    his   being 

hunted  by  bailiffs   employed  by  Mr  M , 

where  he  was  not  only  obliged  by  them  to 
change  his  name,  but  even  his  wife  was  not 
suffered  to  have  access  to  him. 

"  Their  design  was  to  liave  sold  liim,  or 
drawn  him  into  a  ruinous  compromise  with 
his  adversaries,  for  a  valuable  consideration 
to  themselves.  But  as  no  ties  are  binding 
among  such  a  knot  of  villains,  the  rest  of  the 
conspirators  were  jockeyed  by  G — st — ey, 
who,  in  order  to  monopolize  the  ad- 
vantage to  himself,  hurried  his  prize  into 
the  country,  and  secreted  him  even  from  his 
confederates,  in  a  place  of  concealment  one 
hundred    miles    from     London,    under    the 

same   ridiculous    pretence   of  Mr   M 'a 

having  taken  out  a  writ  against  him,  and  of 
bailiffs  being  in  pursuit  of  liim  cvery-where 
round  London. 
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'•  He  was  no  sooner  there,  than  G — st — ey , 
as  a  previous  step  to  the  other  villainy  he 
intended,  tricked  him  out  of  a  bond  for  six 
thousand  pounds,  under  colour  of  his  having  a 
person  ready  to  advance  tho  like  sum  upon 
it,  as  an  inunediale  fund  for  carrying  on  his 
cause ;  assuring  him,  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  had  a  set  of  gentlemen  ready,  who  were 
willing  to  advance  twenty-tive  thousand 
pounds  more  for  the  same  purpose,  and  to 
allow  him  five  hundred  pounds  a  year  tor 
his    maintenance,    till    his   cause  should  be 

made  an  end   of,  provided    that  Mr   M 

flhould  have  no  further  concern  with  him 
and  his  cause. 

"  Mr  A y,  having  by  this  time  received 

6ome  intimations  of  the  deceit  that  had  been 
put  upon  him,  made  answer,  that  he  siiould 
look  upon  himself  as  a  very  ungrateful  mon- 
ster indeed,  if  he  deserted  a  person  vvho  had 
saved  his  life,  and  so  generously  ventured 
his  own,  together  witii  hie  fortune,  in  his 
cause,  until  he  should  first  be  certain  of  the 
truth  of  what  was  alleged  of  him,  and  abso- 
lutely rejected  the  proposal.  G — st — ey, 
who  had  no  other  view  in  making  it,  than  to 
,  cover  the  secret  villainy  he  meditated  against 
him,  and  to  facilitate  the  execution  thereof, 
easily  receded  from  it,  when  he  found  Mr 
A y  so  averse  to  it,  and  undertook  never- 
theless to  raise  tiie  money,  adding,   that  he 

might,  if  he  pleased,  return  to  Mr  M 

whenever  it  was  secured.  The  whole  drift 
of  this  pretended  undertaking  to  raise  the 
twenty-five  thousand  pounds,  was  ordy  to 
lay  a  foundation  for  a  dexterous  contrivance 
to  draw  Mr  A y  unwarily  into  the  execu- 
tion of  a  deed  relinquishing  all  his  right  and 
title,  under  the  notion  of  its  being  a  deed  to 
secure  the  repayment  of  that  sum. 

'•  G — st — ey  having,  as  he  imagined,  so 
far  paved  the  way  for  the  execution  of  sncii 
a  deed,  enters  into  an  agreement  with  an 
agent,    employed   for   that    purpose   by   Mr 

A y's   adversaries,    purporting,    tliat,  in 

consideration  of  the  payment  of  a  bond  for 
six  thousand  pounds,  wliich  he,  G — st — ey 

had,  as  he  pretended,  laid  out  in  Mr  A y's 

cause,  and  of  an  annuity  of  seven  hundred 
pounds  a-year,  he  was  to  procure  for  them 
from  Mr  A y  a  deed  ready  executed,  re- 
linquishing all  right  and  title  to  the  A a 

estate  and  honours.  Every  thing  being  pre- 
oarcd    fur   the    execution  of    this    infernal 

cheme,  unknown  to  Mr  A- y,  G — st — ey 

hen  thought  proper  to  send  for  him  to  town 
from  his  retirement,  in  order,  as  he  pretended, 
to  execute  a  security  of  twenty-five  thousand 
pounds. 

"  This  intended  victim  to  that  villain's 
avarice  no  sooner  arrived  in  town,  full  of 
hopes  of  money  to  carry  on  his  cause,  and 
of  agreeablv  surprising  his  friend  and  pro- 

cector    Mr  M with  so    seasonable  and 

unexpected  a  reinforcement,  than  an  unforc- 
■een    difficidly  arose,  concerning   the   pay- 
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ment  of  G — st — ey's  six  thousand  pound 
bond.  That  money  was  to  have  been  raised 
out  of  the  estate  of  a  lunatic,  which  could 
not  be  done  without  the  leave  of  the  court 
of  chancery,  to  whom  an  account  nmst  have 
been  given  of  the  intended  application  of  11, 
W^hilo  i)reparations  were  making  to  rectify 
this  omission,  G — st — ey  immediately  car- 
ried Mr  A y  again  into  the  country,  lest 

he  should  happen  to  be  undeceived  by  seme 
means  or  other. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  this  wicked  machina 
tion  was  providentially  discovered  by  Mi 
M ,  before  it  could  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution, by  means  of  the  jealousies  that 
arose  among  the  conspirators  themselves; 
and  was,  at  tho  same  time,  confirmed  to  him 
by  a  person    whom  the  very  agent  for  the 

A a  party  had  intrusted  with  the  secret. 

M no    sooner    detected    it,     than    he 

comnmnicated   his  discovery  to   one   of  Mr 

A y's  counsel,  a  man  of  great  worth,  and 

immediately  thereupon  took  |)roper  measures 
to  defeat  it.     He  then  found  means   to  lay 

open  to  Mr  A y  himself  the  treacherous 

scheme  that  was  laid  for  his  destruction  ;  he 
was  highly  sensible  of  it,  and  could  never 
afterwards  reflect  on  the  snare  that  he  had 
so  unwarily  been  drawn  into,  and  had  so 
narrowly  escaped,  without  a  mixture  of 
horror,  shame,  and  gratitude  to  his  deliv'rer. 

"  The  consummate  assurance  of  the  non- 
sters  who  were  engaged  in  this  plot,  after 
they  had  been  detected,  and  upbraided  with 
their  treachery,  is  scarce  to  be  paralleled  j 
for    they     not    only    owned    the    fact    of 

spiriting   Mr   A y  away  in  the    manner 

above  mentioned,  but  justified  their  doing  it 
as  tending  to  his  service.  They  also  main- 
tained that  they  had  actually  secured  the 
twenty-five  tjiousand  pounds  for  him,  though 
they  never  could  name  any  one  person  who 
was  to  have  advanced  the  money.     No  man 

was  more  active  in  this  scheme  than  II n, 

nor  any  man   more   solicitous   to  keep  Mr 

A y  up  in  the  false  impressions  he  had 

received,  or  in  projecting  methods  to  ruin 
his  protector,  than  he. 

"  Among  many  other  expedients  for  that 
purpose,  a  most  malicious  attempt  was  made 
to  lodge  an  information  against  him,  foi 
treasonable  practices,  with  the  secretary  of 
state,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  proofs 
he  had  given  of  his  loyalty  ;  and.  as  a  pre- 
paratory step  to  his  accusation,  a  letter, 
which  this  traitor  dictated,  was  copied  by 
another  person,  and  actually  sent  to  tne  earl 

of  C d,  importing,  that  the  person  who 

copied  the  letter  had  an  afiair  of  conse- 
quence to  communicate  to  iHs  lordship,  if 
he  would  appoint  a  time  of  receiving  the 
information.  But  that  person,  upon  full 
conviction  of  tho  villainy  of  the  scheme, 
absolutely  refused  to  proceed  further  in  it; 
so  that  his  malice  once  more  proved  abortive  , 
and  before  he  had  time  to  execute  anv  othei 
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contrivance  of  the  same  nature,  ho  was 
imprisoned  in  this  very  jail  for  debt. 

"  Here,  finding  his  creditors  inexorable, 
and  himself  destitute  of  all  other  resource, 
he  made  application  to  the  very  man  whom 
he  had  injured  in  such  an  outrageous  manner, 
set  forth  his  deplorable  case  in  the  most 
pathetic  terms,  and  entreated  him,  with  the 
most  abject  humility,  to  use  his  influence  in 
his  behalf.     The  distress  of  this  varlet  iunne- 

diately  disarmed  M of  his  resentment, 

and  even  excited  his  compassion.  Without 
sending  any  answer  to  his  remonstrances, 
he  interceded  for  him  with  his  creditors ; 
and  the  person  to  whom  he  was  chiefly 
indebted,  refusing  to  release  him  without 
hocurity,  this  unwearied  benefactor  joined 
with  the  prisoner  in  a  bond  for  above  two 
hundred  and  forty  pounds,  for  which  he 
obtained  his  release. 

"  He  was  no  sooner  discharged,  hovvX-ver, 
than  he  entered  into  fresh  combinations  with 
G — St — oy  and  others  in  order  to  tinvart  his 
de!iverc-r  i;i  his  schemes  of  raising  money, 
and  otherwise  to  distreiis  and  deprive  him  of 
hborty:  for  which  purpose  no  art  or  industry 
(perjury  not  excepted)  hath  been  spared. 
And,  what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  this 
perfidious  monster  having  found  money  to 
take  up  the  bond,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  regained  his  freedom,  hath  procured  a 
writ  against  M ,  upon  that  very  obliga- 
tion, and  taken  assignments  of  some  other 
debts  of  that  gentleman,  with  the  same 
christian  intention.  But  hitherto  he  hath, 
with  surprising  sagacity  and  unshaken  reso- 
lution, balHed  all  their  infernal  contrivances, 
and  retorted  some  of  their  machinations  on 
their  own  heads.  At  this  time,  when  he  is 
supposed  by  some,  and  represented  by  others, 
ris  under  the  circumstances  of  oblivion  and 
despondence,  he  proceeds  in  his  design  with 
the  utmost  calmness  and  intrepidity,  meditat- 
ing schemes,  and  ripening  measures,  that 
will  one  day  confound  his  enemies,  and 
attract  the  riotice  and  admiration  of  man- 
kind." 

Peregrine  having  thanked  the  priest  for 
his  obliging  information,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise at  the  sca.ndalous  inattention  of  the 
world  to  an  afl'air  of  such  importance  ;  ob- 
Berving,  that,  by  such  inhuman  neglect,  this 

unfortiuiate  young  gentleman,  Mr  A y, 

was  absolutely  d(;])rived  of  all  the  benefit  of 
society;  tlie  sole  end  of  which  is,  to  protect 
the  rights,  redress  the  grievances,  and  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  individuals.     As  for 

the  character  of  M ,  he  said,  it  was  so 

romantically  singular  in  all  its  circumstances, 
chat,  thougii  other  motives  were  wanting, 
cariosity  alone  would  induce  him  to  seek  his 
acquaintance :  biit  he  did  not  at  all  wonder 
it  the  nngratofid   I'eturns  wliich    had   been 

made  to  his  generosity  by  H n  and  many 

others,  whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  that 
few,  besides  himself,  would  have  done  ;  ff*' 


he  had  been  long  conv.nced  of  the  truth 
conveyed  in  these  lines  of  the  celt'brated 
Italian  author :  Li  beneficii,  che  per  ]a  loro 
grandezza,  non  puonno  esser  guidcrdonati 
con  la  scelerata  monela  dell'  ingrLtitudini, 
sono  pagati. 

"  The  story  wliich  you  have  related  of  that 
young  gentleman,"  said  he,  "  bears  a  very 
strong  resemblance  to  the  fate  of  a  Spanish 
nobleman,  as  it  was  communicated  to  me  by 
one  of  his  own  intimate  friends  at  Paris. 
The  countess  de  Alvarez  died  immediately 
ailcr  the  birth  of  a  son,  and  the  husband 
surviving  her  but  three  years,  the  child  was 
■lefl;  sole  heir  to  the  lionours  and  estate,  under 
the  guardianship  of  his  uncle,  who  had  a 
small  fortune  and  a  great  many  cjiilJien 
This  inhuman  relation,  coveting  the  wealth 
of  his  infant  ward,  formed  a  design  against 
the  life  of  the  helpless  orphan,  and  trusted 
the  execution  of  it  to  his  valet-de-chambre, 
who  was  tempted  to  undertake  the  murder 
by  the  promise  of  a  considerable  reward. 
He  accordingly  stabbed  the  boy  with  a  knife 
in  three  different  places,  on  the  right  side  of 
the  neck  ;  but,  as  he  was  not  used  to  such 
barbarous  attempts,  his  hand  failed  in  the 
performance  ;  and  he  was  seized  with  such  ' 
remorse,  that,  perceiving  the  wounds  were 
not  mortal,  he  carried  tlie  hapless  victim  to 
the  house  of  a  surgeon,  by  whose  care  they 
were  healed  ;  and,  in  the  mean  tim.e,  that  he 
might  not  forfeit  his  recompense,  found 
means  to  persuade  his  employer,  that  his 
orders  were  j)erformed.  A  bundle  being 
made  up  for  the  purpose,  was  publicly  in- 
terred as  the  body  of  the  child,  who  was  said 
to  have  been  suddenly  carried  off  by  a  con- 
vulsion ;  and  the  uncle,  without  opposition., 
succeeded  to  his  honours  and  estate.  The 
boy  being  cured  of  his  hurts,  was,  about  the 
age  of  six,  delivered,  with  a  small  sum  of 
money,  to  a  merchant  just  embarking  for 
Turkey;  who  was  given  to,  understand  that 
he  was  the  bastard  of  a  man  of  quality ;  and 
that,  for  family  reasons,  it  was  necessary  to 
conceal  his  birth. 

"  While  the  unfortunate  orphan  remainer. 
in  this  deplorable  state  of  bondage,  all  the 
children  of  the  usurper  died  one  atlcr  an- 
other ;  and  he  himself  being  taken  danger- 
ously ill,  attributed  all  his  aftlictions  to  the 
just  judgment  of  God,  and  communicated 
his  anxiety  on  that  subject  to  the  valet-de- 
chambre,  who  had  been  employed  in  tire 
murder  of  his  nephew.  That  domestic,  :." 
order  to  quiet  his  master's  conscience,  an  I 
calm  the  perturbation  of  his  sjMrits,  cr-nfessed 
what  he  had  done,  and  gave  him  hopes  of 
still  finding  the  boy  by  dint  of  industry  and 
expense.  The  unhappy  child  being  the  onij 
hope  of  the  family  of  Alvarez,  the  uncle 
immediately  ordered  a  minute  inquiry  to  bo 
set  on  foot;  in  consequence  of  which  ho  was 
informed,  that  the  orpiian  had  been  sold  to  a 
Turk   who  had  afierwards  transferred  hin»  tc 
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Bn  English  merchant,  by  wliotu  lie  was  con- 
veyed to  London. 

"An  express  was  immediately  dispatched 
to  this  cajjital,  where  he  undorstood  that  the 
unhappy  exile  had,  in  consideration  of  his 
taithlu'  services,  been  bound  apprentice  to 
a  French  barber-suri^eon  ;  and,  after  he  had 
iSutFiciently  qualiiied  himself  in  tiial  profess- 
ion, been  received  into  the  family  of  the 
Count  do  Gallas,  at  that  time  tlie  emperor's 
ambassador  at  the  court  of  London.  From 
the  house  of  this  nobleman  ho  was  traced 
into  the  service  of  count  d'Oberstorf,  where 
'le  had  married  his  lady's  chambermaid,  and 
,hon  gone  to  settle  as  a  surgeon  in  Bohemia. 
"  In  the  course  of  these  inquiries  several 
years  elapsed ;  his  uncle,  who  was  very 
much  attached  to  the  house  of  Austria, 
lived  at  Barcelona,  when  the  father  of  the 
empress  queen  resided  in  that  city,  and  lent 
iiim  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money  in 
Jie  most  pressing  emergency  of  his  affairs ; 
and  when  that  prince  was  on  the  point  of 
returning  to  Germany,  the  old  count,  finding 
his  end  approaching,  sent  his  father  con- 
fessor to  his  majesty,  with  a  circumstantial 
account  of  the  barbarity  he  had  practised 
against  his  nephew,  for  v.-hich  he  implored 
forgiveness,  and  begged  lie  would  give  orders, 
that  the  orphan,  when  found,  should  inherit 
the  dignities  and  fortune  which  he  had  un- 
justly usurped. 

"His  majesty  a.ssured  the  old  man,  that  he 
might  make  himself  easy  on  that  score,  and 
ordered  the  confessor  to  follow  him  to  Vienna, 
immediately  after  the  count's  death,  in  order 
to  assist  his  endeavours  in  finding  out  the 
injured  heir.  The  priest  did  not  fail  to  yield 
obedience  to  this  command ;  he  informed 
himself  of  certain  natural  marks  on  the 
young  count's  body,  which  were  known  to 
the  nurse  and  women  who  attended  him  in 
iiis  infancy  :  and,  with  a  gentleman  whom 
the  emperor  ordered  to  accompany  him,  set 
out  for  Bohemia,  where  he  soon  found  the 
object  of  his  inqmry,  in  the  capacity  of  major 
domo  to  a  nobleman  of  that  country,  he 
having  quitted  his  profession  of  surgery  for 
that  office. 

"He  was  not  a  little  surprised  Wnen  he 
found  himself  circumstantially  catechised 
about  the  particulars  of  his  life,  by  persons 
commissioned  for  that  purpose  by  the  em- 
peror. He  told  them  that  he  was  absolutely 
ignorant  of  his  own  birth,  though  lie  had 
^een  informed  during  his  residence  in  Tur- 
key, that  he  was  the  bastard  of  a  Spanish 
p-andee,  and  gave  them  a  minute  detail  of 
the  pilgrimage  lie  had  undergone.  This 
information  agreeing  with  the  intelligence 
which  the  priest  had  already  received,  and 
neing  corroborated  by  tlie  marks  upon  his 
body,  and  the  very  scars  of  th";  wounds 
which  had  been  inflicted  upon  him  in  his 
infancy,  the  confessor,  without  further  hesita- 
tion, saluted  him  by  the  name  of  Count 
2T 


d'Alvarez,  grandee  of  Sjjain,  and  explained 
the  whole  mystery  of  his  fortune. 

"If  he  was  agreeably  amazed  at  this  ex- 
planalion,  the  case  was  otherwise  with  his 
wife,  who  thought  herself  in  great  danger  of 
being  abandoned  by  a  husband  of  such  high 
rank ;  but  he  immediately  dispelled  her 
apprehension,  by  assuring  her,  that,  as  she 
had  shared  in  his  adversity,  she  slionid  always? 
partake  of  his  good  fortune.  He  set  out 
immediately  for  Vienna,  to  make  his  acknow- 
ledgements to  the  emperor,  who  favoured  him 
with  a  very  gracious  reception,  promised  to 
use  his  influence  so  that  he  might  enjoy  the 
honours  and  estate  of  his  family,  and  in  the 
mean  time  acknowledged  himself  his  debtor 
for  four  hundred  thousand  florins,  which  he 
had  borrowed  from  his  uncle.  He  threw 
himself  at  the  feet  of  his  august  protector, 
expressed  the  most  grateful  sense  of  his 
goodness,  and  begged  he  might  be  permitted 
to  settle  in  some  of  his  imperial  majesty's 
dominions. 

"  This  request  was  immediately  granted  ; 
he  was  allowed  to  purchase  land  in  any  part 
of  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  liousc  of 
Austria,  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  i  have 
mentioned  ;  and  made  ciioice  of  tiie  country 
of  Ratibor,  in  Silesia,  where,  in  all  proba- 
bility, he  still  resides." 

Peregrine  had  scarce  finished  the  narrative, 

when  he  perceived  Mr  M slip  something 

into  the  hand  of  the  young  man  with  whom 
he  had  been  conversing  at  the  other  end  of 
the  room,  and  rise  up  from  the  tabic  in  order 
to  take  his  leave.  He  at  once  understood 
the  moaning  of  this  conveyance,  and  longed 
for  an  opportunity  to  be  acquamted  with 
such  a  rare  in.stance  of  primitive  bene- 
volence; but  the  consciousness  of  his  present 
situation  hindered  him  from  making  any 
advance  that  might  be  construed  into  for- 
wardness or  presumption. 


CHAPTER  XCIX. 

He  is  surprised  unth  the  appearance  of 
Hatchway  and  Pipes,  who  take  up  their 
habitation  in  his  neighbourhood,  contrary 
to  his  inclination  and  express  desire. 

Beixo  now  regularly  initiated  in  the  myste- 
ries of  the  Fleet,  and  reconciled  in  some 
measure  to  the  customs  of  the  place,  he 
began  to  bear  the  edge  of  reflection  without 
wincing;  and  thinking  it  would  be  highly 
imprudent  in  him  to  defer  any  longer  the 
purposes  by  which  only  ho  could  enjoy  any 
ease  and  satisfaction  in  his  confinement,  he 
resolved  to  resume  his  task  of  translating, 
and  every  week  compose  an  occasional  paper, 
by  way  of  revenge  upon  the  minister,  against 
whom  he  had  denounced  eternal  war*  With 
this  view,  he  locked  himself  up  iri  hia 
chamber,    and    went    to    work    witr.    great 
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eagerness  and  application ;  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  a  ticket-porter,  who,  putting 

letter  into  liis  liand,  vanislied  in  a  moment, 
Defore  he  had  time  to  peruse  the  contents. 

Our  hero,  opening  the  billet,  was  not  a 
little  surprised  to  find  a  bank  note  for  fifty 
pounds,  inclosed  in  a  blank  sheet  of  paper ; 
and  having  exercised  his  memory  and  pene- 
tration on  the  subject  of  this  unexpected 
windfall,  had  just  concluded,  that  it  could 
come  from  no  other  hand  than  the  lady  who 
had  so  kindly  visited  him  a  few  days  before, 
when  his  ears  were  suddenly  invaded  by  the 
well-known  sound  of  that  whistle  which 
always  hung  about  the  neck  of  Pipes,  as  a 
memorial  of  liis  former  occupation.  This 
tune  being  performed,  he  heard  the  noise  of 
1  wooden  leg  ascending  the  stair ;  upon 
(vhich  he  opened  his  door,  and  beheld  his 
friend  Hatchway,  with  his  old  shipmate  at 
his  back. 

After  a  cordial  shake  of  the  hand,  with  tlie 
usual  salutation  of — "What  cheer,  cousin 
Pickle?"  honest  Jack  seated  himself  without 
cerefnony  ;  and  casting  his  eyes  around  the 
apartment, — "Split  my  topstay-sail,"  said 
he,  with  an  arch  sneer,  "you  have  got  into 
a  snug  birth,  cousin.  Here  you  may  sit  all 
weathers,  without  being  turned  out  to  take 
your  watch,  and  no  fear  of  the  ship's  drag- 
ging her  anchor.  You  ha'nt  much  room  to 
spare,  'tis  true  ;  an'  I  had  known  as  how  you 
stowed  so  close,  Tom  should  have  slung  my 
own  hammock  for  you,  and  then  you  mought 
nave  knocked  down  this  great  lubberly  hurri- 
cane-house. But,  mayhap,  you  turn  in 
double,  and  so  you  don't  choose  to  trust 
yourself  and  your  doxy  to  a  clew  and 
canvass." 

Pickle  bore  his  jokes  with  great  good 
humour,  rallied  him  in  his  turn  about  the 
dairy-maid  at  the  garrison,  inquired  about 
his  friends  in  the  country,  asked  if  he  had 
been  to  visit  his  niece,  and,  finally,  expressed 
a  desire  of  knowing  the  cause  of  his  journey 
to  London'!  The  lieutenant  satisfied  his 
curiosity  in  all  these  particulars  ;  and,  in 
answer  to  the  last  question,  observed,  that, 
from  the  information  of  Pipes,  understanding 
he  was  land-locked,  he  had  come  from  the 
country  in  order  to  tow  him  into  the  offing: 
*  I  know  not  how  the  wind  sits,"  said  he, 
''but  if  so  be  as  three  thousand  pounds  will 
bring  you  clear  of  the  cape,  say  the  word, 
and  you  sha'n't  lie  wind-bound  another  glass 
for  want  of  the  money." 

This  was  an  offer  whicli  few  people  in 
onr  hero's  situation  would  have  altogether 
refused,  esnecially  as  he  had  all  the  reason 
in  the  world  to  believe,  that,  far  from  being  a 
vain  unmeaning  compliment,  it  was  the 
genuine  tribute  of  friendship,  which  the 
lieutenant  would  have  willingly,  aye  and  with 
pleasure,  paid.  Nevertheless,  Peregrine 
peremptorily  refused  his  assistance,  though 
not  without  expressing  himself  in  terms  of 


aclinowledgcment  suitable  to  the  occasion. 
lie  told  him,  it  would  be  time  enough  t« 
mak(!  use  of  his  generosity  when  he  should 
find  himself  destitute  of  a.  other  resource. 
Jack  employed  all  his  rneloric,  with  a  view 
of  persuading  him  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  procure  his  own  enlargement;  and  finding 
his  arguments  ineffectual,  insisted  upon  his 
accepting  an  immediate  supply  for  his  neces 
sary  occasions  ;  swearing,  with  great  vehe- 
mence, that  he  would  never  return  to  the 
garrison,  unless  he  would  put  him  upon  the 
footing  of  any  other  tenant,  and  receive  his 
rent  accordingly. 

Our  young  gentleman  as  positively  swore, 
that  he  never  would  consider  him  in  that 
light ;  remonstrating,  that  he  had  long  ago 
settled  the  house  upon  him  for  life,  as  a 
pledge  of  his  own  esteem,  as  well  as  in  con- 
formity with  the  commodore's  desire  :  and 
beseeching  him  to  return  to  his  usual  avoca- 
tions, protested,  that,  if  ever  his  situation 
should  subject  him  to  the  necessity  of  bor- 
rowing from  his  friends,  Mr  Hatchway  should 
be  the  first  man  to  whom  he  would  apply  for 
succour.  To  convince  him  that  this  was  not 
the  case  at  present,  lie  produced  the  bank 
note  which  he  had  received  in  the  letter, 
together  with  his  own  ready  money ;  and 
mentioned  some  other  funds,  which  he  in- 
vented extempore,  in  order  to  amuse  the 
lieutenant's  concern.  In  the  close  of  this 
expostulation,  he  desired  Pipes  to  conduct 
Mr  Hatchway  to  the  coffeehouse,  where  he 
miglit  amuse  himself  with  the  newspapers 
for  half  an  hour;  during  which  he  would  put 
on  his  clothes,  and  bespeak  something  for 
dinner,  that  they  might  enjoy  each  other's 
company  as  long  as  his  occasions  would 
permit  him  to  stay  in  that  place. 

The  two  sailors  were  no  sooner  gone,  than 
he  took  up  the  pen,  and  wrote  the  following 
letter,  in  which  he  inclosed  the  bank  note, 
to  his  generous  benefactress. 

"  Madam — Your  humanity  is  not  more 
ingenious  than  my  suspicion.  In  vain  yon 
attempt  to  impose  upon  me  by  an  act  of 
generosity,  which  no  person  upon  earth  but 
your  ladyship  is  capable  of  committing. 
Though  your  name  was  not  subscribed  on 
the  paper,  your  sentiments  were  fully  dis- 
played in  the  contents,  which  I  must  beg 
leave  to  restore,  with  the  same  sense  of 
gratitude,  and  for  the  same  reasons,  I  ex- 
pressed when  last  I  had  the  honour  to  con- 
verse with  you  u|)on  this  subject.  Though  I 
am  deprived  of  my  liberty  by  the  viLainy  and 
ingratitude  of  mankind,  I  am  notyot  destitute 
of  the  other  conveniences  of  life;  and  there- 
fore beg  to  be  excused  from  incurring  an 
unnecessary  addition  to  that  load  of  obliga- 
tion you  have  already  laid  upon,  Madam, 
your  ladyship's  most  devoted  humble  .servant, 
Peregrine  Pickle." 

Having  dressed  himself,  and  repaired  to 
the  olace  of  appointment,  he  dispatched  thi>i 
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epistle  by  tlie  liancis  of  Pipes,  wlio  was  or- 
dered to  leave  it  at  her  ladyship's  house,  with- 
out staying  for  an  answer  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  gave  directions  for  dinner,  which  lie 
and  his  triend  Hatchway  ate  very  cheerfnlly 
in  his  own  apartment,  atler  he  had  entertain- 
ed him  with  a  si',flit  of  all  the  curiosities  in 
the  place.  During  their  repast,  Jack  repeat- 
ed his  kind  oilers  to  our  adventurer,  who 
aeclincd  them  with  his  former  obstinacy,  and 
begged  he  might  be  no  more  importuned  on 
that  subject :  but,  if  he  insisted  upon  giving 
some  fresh  proofs  of  his  friendsiiip,  he  might 
luive  an  opportimity  of  exhibiting  it  in  takmg 
Pipes  under  his  care  and  protection  :  for 
nothing  atlected  him  so  much  as  his  inability 
to  provide  for  such  a  laithful  adliercnt. 

The  lieutenant  desired  he  would  give  lum- 
self  no  trouble  upon  that  score ;  he  being,  of  his 
own  accord,  perfectly  well  disposed  to  be- 
friend his  old  ship-mate,  who  should  never 
want  while  he  had  a  shilling  to  spare.  But 
he  began  to  drop  some  hints  oC  an  intention 
to  fix  his  quarters  in  the  Fleet,  observing, 
that  tne  air  seemed  to  be  very  good  in  that 
place,  and  that  he  was  tired  of  living  in  the 
country.  What  he  said  did  not  amount  to 
a  plain  declaration,  and  therefore  Peregrine 
did  not  answer  it  as  such,  though  he  per- 
ceived his  drift;  and  took  an  opportunity  of 
describing  the  inconveniences  of  tiio  place 
in  such  a  manner  as,  he  hoped,  would  deter 
li'.m  from  putting  such  an  extravagant  plan 
ill  execution. 

This  expedient,  however,  far  from  answer- 
ing the  end  proposed,  had  quite  a  contrary 
eHcct,  and  furnished  Hatchway  with  an  argu- 
ment against  his  own  unwillingness  to  quit 
sucli  a  disagreeable  place.  In  all  probability. 
Jack  would  have  been  more  explicit  witli  re- 
gard to  the  scheme  he  had  proposed,  if  the 
conversation  had  not  been  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  Cadwallader,  who  never  failed  in 
the  performance  of  his  diurnal  visit.  Hatch- 
way, conjecturing  that  this  stranger  might 
have  some  private  business  with  his  friend, 
quitted  the  apartment,  on  pretence  of  taking 
a  turn  :  and  meeting  Pipes  at  the  door,  desir- 
ed his  company  to  the  Bare,  by  which  name 
the  open  space  is  distinguished  ;  where, 
during  a  course  of  perambulation,  these  two 
companions  held  a  council  upon  Pickle  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  it  was  determined, 
pince  he  obstinately  persisted  to  refuse  their 
assistance,  that  they  should  take  lodgings  in 
his  neighbourhood,  with  a  view  of  being  at 
hand  to  minister  unto  his  occasions,  in  spite 
of  his  false  delicacy,  according  to  the  emer- 
gency of  his  affairs. 

This  resolution  beingtakcn,  tlicy  consulted 
the  bar-keeper  of  the  coffeehouse  about  lodg- 
ing, and  she  directed  them  to  the  warden  ; 
^o  whom  the  lieutenant,  in  his  great  wisdom, 
represented  himself  as  a  kinsman  to  Pere- 
grine, wlio,  nf  her  than  leave  that  young  gcn- 
tlema'i  by  himself,  to  the  unavoidable  discom- 


forts of  a  prison,  was  inclined  to  keep  him 
company,  till  such  time  as  his  aHairs  could 
be  put  in  order.  This  measure  he  the  more 
anxiously  desired  to  take,  because  the  pris- 
oner was  sometimes  subject  to  a  disordered 
imagination,  upon  which  occasion  he  stood  in 
need  of  extraordinary  attendance ;  and  there- 
fore he,  the  lieutenant,  entreated  the  war- 
den to  accommodate  him  with  a  lodging  for 
himself  and  his  servant,  for  which  lie  was 
ready  to  make  any  reasonable  acknowledge- 
ment. The  warden,  wiio  was  a  sensible  and 
humane  man,  could  not  help  applauding  his 
resolution;  and  several  rooms  being  at  that 
time  unoccupied,  he  put  him  immediately  in 
possession  of  a  couple,  which  wore  forthwith 
prepared  for  his  reception. 

This  affair  being  settled  to  his  satisfaction, 
he  dispatched  Pipes  for  his  portmanteau  ; 
and,  returning  to  the  coffeehouse,  found  Pere- 
grine, with  whom  he  spent  the  remaining 
part  of  the  evening.  Our  hero,  taking  it  for 
granted  that  he  proposed  to  set  out  for  the 
garrison  next  day,  wrote  a  memorandum  of 
some  books  which  he  liad  left  in  that  habita- 
tion, and  which  he  now  desired  Jack  to  send 
up  to  tuwn  by  the  wagon,  directed  I'or  Mr 
Crabtroe.  He  cautioned  him  against  giving 
the  least  hint  of  his  misfortune  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, that  it  might  remain  a.^  long  as 
possible  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  hia 
sister,  who,  he  knew,  would  afflict  herself 
immoderately  at  the  news,  nor  reach  the 
ears  of  the  rest  of  his  family,  who  would  exult 
and  triumph  over  his  distress. 

Hatchway  listened  to  his  injunctions  with 
great  attention,  and  promised  to  demean  him- 
self accordingly  :  then  the  discourse  shifted 
to  an  agreeable  recapitulation  of  the  merry 
scenes  they  had  formerly  acted  together : 
and  the  evening  being  pretty  far  advanced. 
Peregrine,  with  seeming  reluctance,  told  hira 
that  the  gates  of  the  Fleet  would  in  a  few 
minutes  be  shut  for  the  night,  and  that  there 
was  an  absolute  necessity  for  his  withdraw 
ing  to  his  lodging.  Jack  replied,  that  he 
could  not  think  of  parting  with  him  so  soon, 
after  such  a  long  soj)aration;  and  that  he  was 
determined  to  stay  with  him  an  hour  or  two 
longer,  if  he  should  be  obliged  to  take  up  his 
lodging  in  the  streets.  Pickle,  rather  than 
disoblige  his  guest,  indulged  him  in  his  desire, 
and  resolved  to  give  him  a  share  of  his  own 
bed.  A  pair  of  chickens  and  asparagus  were 
bespoke  for  supper,  at  whicli  Pipes  attended 
with  an  air  of  internal  satisfaction  ;  and  the 
bottle  was  bandied  about  in  a  jovial  manner 
till  midnight,  when  the  lieutenant  rcse  up  to 
take  his  leave,  observing,  that,  being  fatigued 
with  riding,  he  was  inclined  to  turn  in. 
Pipes,  upon  this  intimation,  produced  a  lan- 
tern ready  lighted  ;  and  Jac'k,  sliftking  hia 
entertainer  by  the  hand,  wished  hiin  a  good 
night,  and  promised  to  visit  him  again  betimes 
in  the  morning. 

Peregrine,  imagining   that  his     behaviouf 
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proceeded  from  the  wine,  vvliich  he  had  plen- 
tifully drank,  told  him,  that,  if  he  was  dis- 
pOGcd  to  sleep,  his  bed  was  ready  prepared 
in  the  room,  and  ordered  Jiis  attendant  to  un- 
dress his  master  ;  upon  wliich  Mr  Hatchway 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  he  had  no  occa- 
sion to  incommode  his  friend,  liaving  already 
provided  a  lodging  for  himself;  and  the 
young  gentleman  demanding  an  explanation, 
he  frankly  owned  what  he  had  done,  saying, 
— "  You  gave  me  such  a  dismal  account  of 
the  place,  that  I  could  not  think  of  leaving 
you  in  it  without  company."  Our  young 
gentleman,  who  was  naturally  impatient  of 
benefits,  and  foresaw  that  this  uncommon 
instance  of  Hatchway's  friendship  would  en- 
croach upon  tiie  plan  which  he  had  formed 
for  his  own  subsistence,  by  engrossing  his 
Lime  and  attention,  so  as  tliat  he  should  not  be 
able  to  prosecute  his  labours,  closeted  the 
lieutenant  ne.xt  day,  and  demonstrated  to 
him  the  folly  and  ill  consequences  of  the  step 
he  had  taken.  He  observed,  that  the  world 
in  general  would  look  upon  it  as  the  effect 
of  mere  madness  ;  and,  if  his  relations  were 
so  disposed,  they  might  make  it  the  founda- 
tion for  a  statute  of  lunacy  against  him  ;  that 
his  absence  from  the  garrison  must  be  a  very 
great  detriment  to  his  private  affairs  ;  and, 
lastly,  that  his  presence  in  the  Fleet  would 
be  a  very  great  hindrance  to  Pickle  himself, 
whose  hope  of  regaining  his  liberty  altogether 
Jopcnded  upon  his  bemg  detached  from  all 
company  and  interruption. 

To  these  remonstrances  Jack  replied,  that, 
as  to  the  opinion  of  the  world,  it  was  no  more 
to  him  than  a  rotten  netline  ;  and  if  his  rela- 
tions had  a  mind  to  have  his  upper  works 
condemned,  he  did  not  doubt  but  he  should 
be  able  to  stand  the  survey,  without  being 
declared  unfit  for  service  ;  that  he  had  no 
affairs  at  the  garrison,  but  such  as  would 
keep  cold;  and  with  regard  to  Pickle's  being 
interrupted  by  his  presence,  he  gave  him  his 
word,  that  he  would  never  come  alongside  of 
him,  except  when  he  should  give  him  the 
signal  for  holding  discourse.  In  conclusion, 
he  signified  the  resolution  to  stay  where  he 
was,  at  all  events,  without  making  himself 
accountable  to  any  person  whatsoever. 

Peregrine  seeing  him  determined,  desisted 
from  any  farther  importunity ;  resolving, 
however,  to  tire  him  out  of  his  plan  by  re- 
.serve  and  supercilious  neglect;  for  he  could 
not  bear  the  thought  of  being  so  notoriously 
obliged  by  any  person  upon  earth.  With 
tliis  view  he  quitted  the  lieutenant,  upon 
some  slight  pretence ;  aRer  having  told  him, 
that  lie  could  not  have  the  pleasure  of  his 
company  at  dinner,  because  he  was  engaged 
with  a  particular  club  of  his  ftiUow-priBon- 
ers. 

Jack  was  a  stranger  to  the  punctilios  of 
behaviour,  and  therefore  did  not  take  this  de- 
claration amiss  ;  but  had  immediate  recourse 
lo  the  advice  of  his  counsellor  Mr  Pipes,  who 


proposed,  that  he  siiould  go  to  the  cotieeliouse 
and  kitchen,  and  give  the  people  to  under- 
stand that  he  would  pay  for  all  such  liquor 
and  provisions  as  Mr  Pickle  should  order  to 
be  sent  to  his  own  lodging.  This  expedient 
was  immediately  practised ;  and  as  there 
was  no  credit  in  the  place,  Hatchway  de- 
posited a  sum  of  money,  by  way  of  security 
to  the  cook  and  the  vintner,  intimating,  that 
there  was  a  necessity  for  taking  that  method 
of  befriending  his  cousin  Peregrine,  who  was 
subject  to  strange  whims,  that  rendered  it 
impossible  to  serve  him  in  any  other  way. 

In  consequence  of  these  insinuations,  it 
was  that  same  day  rumoured  about  the  Fleet 
that  Mr  Pickle  was  an  unhappy  gentleman 
disordered  in  his  understanding,  and  that  the 
lieutenant  was  his  near  relation,  who  had 
subjected  himself  to  the  inconvenience  of 
living  in  a  jail,  with  the  sole  view  of  keeping 
a  strict  eye  over  his  conduct.  This  report, 
however,  did  not  reach  the  ears  of  our  hero 
till  the  next  day,  when  he  sent  one  of  the 
runners  of  the  Fleet,  who  attended  him,  to 
bespeak  and  pay  for  a  couple  of  pullets,  and 
something  else  for  dinner,  to  which  he  had 
already  invited  his  friend  Hatchway,  in  hojjc 
of  being  able  to  persuade  him  to  retire  into 
the  country,  after  he  had  undergone  a  whole 
day's  mortilication  in  the  place.  The  mess- 
enger returned  w'ith  an  assurance  that  tiie 
dinner  should  be  made  ready  according  to 
his  directions,  and  restored  the  money,  ob- 
serving, that  his  kinsman  had  paid  foi  what 
was  bespoke. 

Peregrine  was  equally  surprised  and  dis- 
gusted at  this  information,  and  resolved  to 
chide  the  lieutenant  severely  for  his  unsea- 
sonable treat,  which  he  considered  as  a  thing 
repugnant  to  his  reputation.  Meanwiiile  he 
dispatched  his  attendant  for  wine  to  the  cof- 
feehouse, and  finding  his  credit  bolstered  up 
in  that  place  by  the  .same  means,  was  enrag- 
ed at  the  presumption  of  Jack's  friendship. 
He  questioned  the  valet  about  it  with  such 
manifestation  of  displeasure,  that  the  fellow, 
afraid  of  disobliging  such  a  good  master, 
frankly  communicated  the  story  which  wai« 
circulated  at  his  expense.  The  young  gen- 
tleman was  so  mucii  incensed  at  this  piece 
of  intelligence,  that  he  wrote  a  bitter  expos- 
tulation to  the  lieutenant,  wherein  he  not  only 
retracted  his  invitation,  but  declared  that  he 
would  never  converse  with  him  while  he 
should  remain  within  the  place. 

Having  thus  obeyed  the  dictates  of  hie 
anger,  he  gave  notice  to  the  cook,  that  he 
should  not  have  occa.sioii  for  what  was  order- 
ed. Repairing  to  the  coffeehouse,  he  told  the 
landlord,  that  whereas  he  understood  the 
stranger  with  the  wooden  leg  had  prepos. 
seseedhim  and  others  with  ridiculous  notions, 
tending  to  bring  the  sanity  of  his  intellecta 
in  question,  and,  to  confirm  this  imputation, 
had,  under  the  pretence  of  consanguinity, 
undertaken  to  defray  his  expenses  ;  he  could 
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Qot  help,  in  justice  to  himself,  declaring,  that 
.he  same  person  was,  in  reality,  the  madman, 
A'ho  had  given  his  keepers  tlie  slip ;  that, 
therefore,  he  (tlie  landlord)  would  not  lind 
his  account  in  complying  with  his  orders,  and 
encouraging  iiiin  to  frequent  his  house  ;  and 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  never  enter 
the  door,  or  favour  him  with  the  least  trifle 
of  his  custom,  if  ever  he  should  for  the  future 
find  himself  anticipated  in  his  payments  by 
that  unhappy  lunatic. 

The  vintner  was  confounded  at  this  retorted 
charge  ;  and,  ailer  much  perplexity  and  de- 
liberation, concluded,  that  both  parties  were 
distracted  ;  the  stranger  in  paying  a  man's 
debts  against  liis  will,  and  Pickle,  in  being 
offended  at  sucii  forwardness  of  friendship. 


CHAPTER  C. 

These  associates  commit  an  assault  upon 
Crabtree,  for  which  they  are  banished 
from  the  Fleet — Perea;rine  begins  to  feel 
the  effects  of  confinement. 

Our  adventurer  having  dined  at  an  ordina- 
ry, and  in  the  afternoon  retired  to  his  own 
apartment,  as  usual,  witii  his  friend  Cadwal- 
lader,  Hatchway  and  his  associate,  after  they 
had  been  obliged  to  discuss  the  provision  for 
which  they  had  paid  ;  renewed  their  confer- 
ence upon  the  old  subject.  Pipes  giving  his 
messmate  to  understand,  that  I'eregrine's 
chief  confidant  was  the  old  deaf  bachelor, 
whom  he  had  seen  at  his  lodging  the  preced- 
ing day,  Mr  Hatchway,  in  his  great  penetra- 
tion, discovered  that  the  young  gentleman's 
obstinacy  proceeded  from  the  advice  of  the 
misanthrope,  wiiom,  for  that  reason,  it  was 
their  business  to  chastise.  Pipes  entered 
into  this  opinion  the  more  willingly,  as  he 
had  all  along  believed  the  senior  to  be  a 
sort  of  wizard,  or  some  caco-demon,  whom 
it  was  not  very  creditable  to  be  acquainted 
with.  Indeed,  he  had  been  inspired  with 
tliis  notion  by  the  insinuations  of  Hadgi,  who 
had  formerly  dropped  some  hints  touching 
Crabtree's  profound  knowledge  in  the  magic 
art;  mentioning,  in  particular,  his  being 
possessed  of  the  philosopher's  stone  ;  an 
assertion  to  which  Tom  had  given  implicit 
credit,  until  his  master  was  sent  to  prison  for 
debt,  when  he  could  no  longer  suppose  Cad- 
wallader  lord  of  such  a  valuable  secret,  or 
C;se  he  would  certainly  have  procured  the 
enlargement  of  his  most  intimate  friend. 

With  these  sentiments,  he  espoused  the 
roBentment  of  Hatchway.  They  determined 
to  seize  the  supposed  conjuror,  with  the  first 
opportunity,  on  his  return  from  his  visit  to 
Peregrine,  and,  without  hesitation,  exercise 
upon  him  the  discipline  of  the  pump.  This 
plan  they  would  have  executed  that  same 
evening,  had  not  the  misanthrope  luckily 
withdrawn  himself  by  accident,  before  it  was 


dark,  and  even  before  they  had  intelligence 
of  his  retreat.  IJut,  next  day,  they  kept 
themselves  upon  the  watch  till  lie  appeared, 
and  Pipes  lifting  his  hat,  as  Crabtree  passed, 
— "  O  damn  ye.  old  duiiiiy,"  said  he,  "  you 
and  I  must  grapple  by  and  by  ;  and  a-gad  1 
siiall  lie  so  near  your  quarter,  that  your  eur 
ports  will  let  in  the  sound,  tlio'f  tliey  are 
double  caulked  with  oakum." 

The  misantliroi)c's  ears  were  not  quite  sc 
fast  closed,  but  tiiat  tlicy  received  this  inti- 
mation ;  which,  though  delivered  in  terms 
that  he  did  not  well  understand,  had  such  an 
effect  upon  his  apprehension,  that  he  signifi- 
ed his  doubts  to  Peregrine,  observing,  tiiat  he 
did  not  much  like  the  looks  of  that  same  ruf- 
fian with  the  wooden  leg.  Pickle  assured  him 
he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  two  sailors, 
who  could  have  no  cause  of  resentment 
against  him  ;  or,  if  they  had,  would  not  ven- 
ture to  take  any  step,  which  they  knew  must 
block  up  all  the  avenues  to  that  reconcile- 
ment about  which  they  were  so  anxious  ; 
and,  moreover,  give  such  ofTonce  to  tlie  gov- 
ernor of  the  place  as  would  infallibly  induce 
him  to  expel  them  both   from  his  territories. 

Notwitiistanding  this  assurance,  the  young 
gentleman  was  not  so  confident  of  the  lieu- 
tenant's discretion,  as  to  believe  that  Crab- 
tree's  fears  were  altogether  without  founda- 
tion ;  he  forthwith  conjectured  tiiat  Jack  had 
taken  umbrage  at  an  intimacy  from  which  he 
found  himself  excluded,  and  imputed  his  dis- 
grace to  the  insinuations  of  Cadwallader, 
whom,  in  all  likelihood,  he  intended  to  pun- 
ish for  his  supposed  advice.  He  knew  his 
friend  could  sustain  no  great  damage  from 
the  lieutenant's  resentment,  in  a  place  which 
he  could  immediately  alarm  with  his  cries, 
and  therefore  wished  he  might  fall  into  the 
snare,  because  it  would  furnisli  him  with  a 
pretence  of  complaint ;  in  consequence  Oi 
which,  the  sailors  would  be  obliged  to  shift 
their  quarters,  so  as  that  he  should  be  rid  of 
their  company,  in  which  he  at  present  could 
find  no  enjoyment. 

Every  thing  happened  as  he  had  foreseen  ; 
the  misanthrope,  in  his  retreat  from  Pere- 
grine's chamber,  was  assaulted  by  Hatchway 
and  his  associate,  who  seized  him  by  the  col- 
lar without  ceremony,  and  began  to  drag  iiim 
towards  the  pump,  at  which  they  would  havt 
certainly  complimented  him  with  a  very  dis- 
agreeable  bath,  had  not  he  exalted  his  voice 
in  sucii  a  manner,  as  in  a  moment  brought  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  Pickle  liimsejf, 
to  his  aid.  Tlie  assailants  would  have  per- 
sisted in  their  design,  had  the  opposition  been 
such  as  they  could  have  faced  with  any  possi 
bility  of  success  :  nor  didthey  quit  their  prey 
before  a  dozen,  at  least,  had  come  to  his  res- 
cue,  and  Peregrine,  with  a  menacing  aspect 
and  air  of  authority,  commanded  his  old  vale' 
to  withdraw  ;  then  they  thought  proper  tc 
sheer  off,  and  betake  themselves  to  close 
quarters     while   our  hero  accompanied   the 
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affrighted  Cadwallader  to  the  gate,  and  exliib- 
ited  to  the  warden  a  formal  complaint  against 
the  rioters,  upon  whom  he  retorted  the  charge 
of  lunacy,  whicli  was  supported  by  the  evi- 
dence of  twenty  persons,  who  had  been  eye- 
witnesses of  the  outrage  committed  against 
the  old  gentleman. 

The  governor,  in  consecjuence  of  this  infor- 
mation, sent  a  message  to  Mr  Hatchway, 
warning  him  to  move  his  lodgings  next  day, 
on  pain  of  being  expelled.  The  lieutenant 
contumacioufily  refusing  to  comply  with  this 
intimation,  w'as  in  the  morning,  while  he 
amused  himself  in  walking  upon  the  Bare, 
suddenly  surrounded  by  the  constables  of  the 
court,  who  took  him  and  his  adherent  pris- 
oners, before  they  were  aware,  and  deliver- 
ed them  into  the  hands  of  the  turnkeys,  by 
whom  they  wore  immediately  dismissed, 
and  their  baggage  conveyed  to  the  side  of 
the  ditch. 

This  expulsion  was  not  performed  without 
an  obstinate  opposition  on  the  part  of  tiic  de- 
linquents, w-ho,  had  they  not  been  surprised, 
would  have  set  tlie  whole  Fleet  at  defiance, 
and,  in  all  probability,  would  have  acted  di- 
vers tragedies,  before  they  could  have  been 
overpowered.  Things  being  circumstanced 
as  they  were,  the  lieutenant  did  not  part 
with  his  conductor,  without  tweaking  his 
nose,  by  way  of  farewell ;  and  Pipes,  in  imi- 
tation of  such  a  laudable  example,  communi- 
cated a  token  of  remembrance,  in  an  applica- 
tion to  the  sole  eye  of  his  attendant,  who, 
scorning  to  be  outdone  in  this  kind  of  cour- 
tesy, returned  the  compliment  with  such 
good  will,  that  Tom's  organ  performed  the 
office  of  a  multiplying  glass.  These  were 
mutual  hints  for  stri])ping  ;  and  accordingly 
each  was  naked  from  tlie  waist  upwards  in  a 
trice.  A  ring  of  butchers  from  the  market 
was  immediately  formed  ;  a  couple  of  the 
reverend  fiameiK,  who,  in  morning  gowns, 
ply  f  >r  marriages  in  that  quarter  of  the  town, 
constituted  themselves  seconds  and  umpires 
of  the  approaching  contest,  and  the  battle 
began  witiioiit  further  preparation.  The 
combatants  were,  in  point  of  strength  and 
agility,  pretty  equally  matched  ;  but  the  jailor 
had  been  regularly  trained  to  the  art  of 
bruizing  :  he  had  more  than  once  signalized 
himself  in  public,  by  his  prowess  and  skill  in 
this  exercise:  and  lost  one  eye  upon  the  stage 
in  the  course  of  his  exploits.  This  was  a 
misfortune  of  which  Pipes  did  not  fail  to  take 
the  advantage ;  he  had  already  sustained 
several  hard  knocks  upon  iiis  temples  and 
jaws,  and  found  it  impracticable  to  smite  his 
antagonist  upon  the  victualling  office,  so  dex- 
terously was  it  defended  against  assault. 
Tie  then  changed  his  battery,  and  being  ambi- 
dexter, raised  such  a  clatter  upon  the  turn- 
key's blind  side,  that  this  hero,  believing  him 
left-handed,  converted  his  attention  that  way, 
and  opposed  tiie  nnenliglitensd  side  of  his 
face  to  the  right  hand  of  Pipes,  which  being 


thus  unprovided  against,  slily  bestowed  upon 
him  a  peg  under  the  tifih  rib,  that  in  an  m> 
stant  laid  him  senseless  on  the  pavement, 
at  the  feet  of  his  conqueror.  Pipes  was  con- 
gratulated upon  his  victory,  not  only  by  his 
friend  Hatchway,  but  also  by  all  tiie  by- 
standers, particularly  the  priest  who  had  cs 
poused  his  cause,  and  now  invited  the  stran- 
gers  to  his  lodging  in  a  neighbouring  ale- 
house, where  they  were  entertained  so  much 
to  their  liking,  that  they  determined  to  seek 
no  other  habitation  while  they  should  continue 
in  town  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  disgrace 
and  discouragement  tliey  had  met  with,  in 
their  endeavours  to  serve  our  adventurer, 
they  were  still  resolved  to  persevere  in  their 
good  offices,  or,  in  the  vulgar  phrase,  to  see 
him  out. 

While  they  settled  themselves  in  this  man- 
ner, and  acquired  familiar  connexions  round 
all  the  purlieus  of  the  ditch,  Peregrine  found 
himself  deprived  of  the  company  of  Cadwal- 
lader,  who  signified  by  letter,  that  he  did  not 
choose  to  hazard  his  person  again  in  visiting 
him,  while  such  assassins  occupied  the  ave- 
nues through  which  he  must  pass  ;  for  he 
had  been  at  pains  to  inquire  into  the  motions 
of  the  seamen,  and  informed  himself  exactly 
of  the  harbour  in  which  they  were  moored. 

Our  hero  had  been  so  much  accustomed  to 
the  conversation  of  Crabtree,  wliich  was  al- 
together suitable  to  the  singularity  of  his  own 
disposition,  that  he  could  very  ill  afford  to  bo 
debarred  of  it  at  this  juncture,  when  almost 
every  other  source  of  enjoyment  was  stopped. 
He  was,  however,  obliged  to  submit  to  the 
hardships  of  his  situation  ;  and  <as  the  char- 
o.cters  of  his  fellow-prisoners  did  not  at  all 
improve  upon  him,  he  was  compelled  to  seek 
for  satisfaction  within  himself.  Not  but  that 
he  had  an  opj)ortunity  of  conversing  with 
some  people  who  neither  wanted  sense,  nor 
were  deficient  m  point  of  principle  ;  yet  there 
appeared  in  the  behaviour  of  them  all,  with- 
out exception,  a  certain  want  of  decorum,  a 
squalor  of  sentiment,  a  sort  of  jailish  cast 
contracted  in  the  course  of  confinement, 
wliich  disgusted  the  delicacy  of  our  hero's 
observation.  He  therefore  detached  himself 
as  much  as  he  could,  without  giving  offence 
to  those  among  whom  he  was  obliged  to  live, 
and  resumed  his  labours  with  incredible  ea- 
gerness and  perseverance,  his  spirits  being 
supported  by  the  success  of  .some  severe 
philippics,  which  he  occasionally  published 
against  the  author  of  his  misfortune. 

Nor  was  his  humanity  unemployed  in  the 
vacations  of  his  revenge.  A  man  must  oe 
void  of  all  sympathy  and  compassion  who  can 
reside  among  so  many  miserable  objects, 
without  feeling  an  inclination  to  relieve  their 
distress.  Every  day  almost  presented  to  hia 
view  such  lamentable  scenes  as  were  most 
likely  to  attract  his  notice  and  engage  his 
benevolence.  Reverses  of  fortune,  attended 
with  the  most  deplorable  circumstances  ot 
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:loincstic  wuo,  were  coiitiniially  mtruclmfj' 
jpoti  liis  acquaintance  ;  his  cars  were  invaded 
witli  tlie  cries  of  the  Iiapless  wile,  who,  from 
.he  enjoyment,  of  atHuence  and  jjleasure,  was 
forced  to  follow  her  hnsband  to  tliis  abode  of 
wretcliedness  and  want;  his  eyes  were  every 
minute  assailed  with  the  naked  nnC.  niea<j^re 
ippearancos  of  hunger  and  cold ;  and  his 
fkncy  teemed  with  a  thousand  aggravations 
of  their  misery. 

Tluis  situated,  his  purss  was  never  shut 
while  his  heart  remained  open.  Without 
rellectinor  upon  the  slcndernoss  of  his  store, 
he  exercised  his  citarity  to  all  the  children 
of  distress,  and  acquired  a  jiopularity,  which, 
though  pleasing,  was  far  from  being  profit- 
able. In  short,  his  bounty  kept  no  pace  with 
his  circumstances,  and  in  a  little  time  lie  was 
utterly  e.vhausted.  He  had  recourse  to  his 
bookseller,  from  whom,  with  great  difliculty, 
he  obtained  a  small  reinforcement,  and  im- 
mediately relapsed  into  the  same  want  of 
retention.  He  was  conscious  of  his  in- 
firmity, and  found  it  incurable :  he  foresaw 
that  by  his  own  industry  ho  should  never  be 
able  to  defray  the  expense  of  these  occa- 
sions ;  and  this  reflection  sunk  deep  into  his 
mind.  Tlie  approbation  of  the  public,  wliich 
Jic  had  earned  or  might  acquire,  like  a  cordial 
often  repeated,  began  to  lose  its  effect  upon 
his  imagination  ;  his  health  suffered  by  his 
sedentary  life  and  austere  application  ;  his 
eyesight  failed,  his  appetite  forsook  him,  his 
spirits  decayed  ;  so  that  he  became  me- 
lancholy, listless,  and  altogetiier  incapable 
of  prosecuting  the  only  means  lie  had  left 
for  his  subsistence  ;  and  (what  did  not  at  all 
contribute  to  the  alleviation  of  these  par- 
ticulars) lie  was  given  to  understand  by  his 
lawyer,  that  he  had  lost  his  cause,  and  was 
condemned  in  costs.  Even  this  was  not  the 
most  mortifying  piece  of  intelligence  he 
received  ;  he  at  the  same  time  learned  that 
his  bookseller  was  bankrupt,  and  his  friend 
Crabtree  at  the  point  of  death. 

These  were  comfortable  considerations  to 
a  youth  of  Peregrine's  disposition,  which 
was  so  capricious,  that  the  more  his  misery 
increased,  the  more  haughty  and  inflexible 
he  became.  Rather  than  be  beholden  to 
Hatchway,  who  still  hovered  about  the  gate, 
eager  for  an  opportunity  to  assist  him,  he 
chose  to  undergo  the  want  of  almost  every 
convenience  of  life,  and  actually  pledged  his 
wearing  apparel  to  an  Irish  pawnbroker  in 
the  Fleet,  for  money  to  purchase  those 
things,  without  which  he  must  have  abso- 
li:tely  perished.  He  was  gradualFy  irritated 
by  liis  misfortunes  into  a  rancorous  resent- 
ment against  mankind  in  general,  and  his 
heart  so  alienated  from  the  enjoyments  of 
life,  that  he  did  not  care  how  soon  he 
quitted  his  miserable  existence.  Though  he 
had  shocking  examples  of  the  vicissitudes 
of  fortune  continually  before  his  eyes,  he 
toujd  ncMcr  be  recoiiciJod  to  the  idea  of 
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living  like  his  fellow-suftorers,  in  the  most 
abject  degree  of  dependence.  If  he  refuse! 
to  accept  of  favours  from  his  own  tJlies  and 
intimate  friends,  whom  ho  had  formerly 
obliged,  it  is  not  to  bo  supposed,  that  lie 
would  listen  to  proposals  of  that  kind  from 
any  of  his  fellow-j)risoncrH,  with  whom  \.(: 
had  contracted  acquaintance ;  he  was  evea 
more  cautious  than  ever  of  incurring  obliga- 
tions-; he  now  shunned  his  former  mess- 
mates, in  order  to  avoid  disagreeable  tenders 
of  friendship.  Imagining  that  he  perceived 
an  inclination  in  the  clergyman  to  learn  the 
state  of  liis  finances,  he  discouraged  and 
declined  the  explanation,  and  at  length 
secluded  himself  from  all  society. 


CHAPTER  CI. 

He  receives  an  unexpected  visit ;   and  the 
clouds  of  misfortune  begin  to  separate. 

While  he  pined  in  this  forlorn  condition, 
with  an  equal  abhorrence  of  the  world  and 
himself,  Captain  (launllet  arrived  in  town  in 
order  to  employ  his  interest  for  promotion  in 
the  army  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  wife's 
particular  desire,  made  it  his  business  to 
inquire  tor  Peregrine,  to  wiiom  he  longed  to 
bo  reconciled,  even  though  at  the  expense  of 
a  slight  submission.  But  he  could  hear  no 
tidings  of  him,  at  the  place  to  which  he  was 
directed  ;  and,  on  the  supposition  that  our 
hero  had  gone  to  reside  in  the  country, 
applied  himself  to  his  own  business,  with 
intention  to  renew  his  inquiries  after  that 
affair  should  ho  transacted.  Ho  communi- 
cated his  demands  to  his  supposed  patron, 
who  had  assumed  the  merit  of  making  him  a 
captain,  and  been  gratified  with  a  valuable 
present  on  that  consideration ;  and  was 
cajoled  with  hopes  of  succeeding  in  his 
present  aim  by  the  same  interest. 

Meanwhile,  he  became  acquainted  with 
one  of  the  clerks  belonging  to  the  war-oftice, 
whose  advice  and  assistance,  ho  was  told, 
would  be  a  furtherance  to  his  scheme.  As 
he  had  occasion  to  discourse  with  this  gen- 
tleman upon  the  circumstances  of  his  expo® 
tation,  he  learned  that  the  nobleman,  upon 
whom  he  depended,  was  a  person  of  no 
consequence  in  the  state,  and  altogether  in 
capable  of  assisting  him  in  his  advancement. 
At  the  same  time  his  counsellor  cxnresscc! 
his  surprise  that  Captain  Gauntlet  did  not 
rather  interest  in  his  cause  the  noble  peer  to 
whose  good  offices  he  owed  his  last  com- 
mission. 

This  remark  introduced  an  explanation, 
by  which  Godfrey  discovered,  to  his  infinivo 
astonishment,  the  mistake  in  v.hicli  ho  had 
continued  so  long  with  regard  to  his  patron; 
though  he  could  not  divine  the  motive  which 
induced  a  nobleman,  with  whom  he  had  no 
acquaintance  or  connexion,  to  mteiDoso  '.lia 


352 


SiMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


influence  in  his  behalf.  Whatsoever  that 
might  be,  lie  thought  it  \va.s  his  duty  to  make 
his  acknowledgement  ;  and  for  that  purpose 
went  next  morning  to  his  house,  where  he- 
was  poiilely  received,  and  given  to  under- 
stand that  Mr  Pickle  was  the  person  to 
whose  friendship  he  was  indebted  for  liis  last 
promotion. 

Inexpressible  were  the  transports  of  grati- 
tude, affection,  and  remorse,  that  took  pos- 
session of  the  soul  of  Gauntlet,  when  this 
m3'stery  was  unfolded. — "  Good  heaven  I" 
cried  he,  lifting  up  his  hands,  "  have  I  lived 
so  long  in  a  state  of  animosity  with  rny 
benefactor  ]  I  intended  to  have  reconciled 
myself  at  any  rate  before  I  was  sensible  of 
this  obligation,  but  now  I  shall  not  enjoy  a 
moment's  quiet  until  I  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  to  him  my  sense  of  his  heroic 
friendship.  I  presume,  from  the  nature  of 
the  favour  conferred  upon  him  in  my  behalf, 
that  Mr  Pickle  is  well  known  to  your  lord- 
ship, and  I  should  tiiink  myself  extremely 
happy  if  you  could  inform  me  in  what  part 
of  the  country  he  is  to  be  found :  for  the 
person  with  whom  he  lodged  some  time 
ago  could  give  me  no  intelligence  of  his 
motions." 

The  nobleman,  touched  with  this  instance 
of  generous  self-denial  in  Peregrine,  as  well 
as  with  the  sensibility  of  his  friend,  lamented 
the  unhappiness  of  our  hero,  while  he  gave 
Gauntlet  to  understand  tiiat  he  had  been  long 
disordered  in  his  intellects,  in  consequence 
of  having  squandered  away  his  fortune  ;  and 
that  his  creditors  :iad  thrown  him  into  the 
Fleet  prison  ;  but  whether  he  still  continued 
in  that  confinement,  or  was  released  from  his 
misfortunes  by  death,  his  lordship  did  not 
know,  because  he  had  never  inquired. 

Godfrey  no  sooner  received  this  intimation, 
tiian,  his  blood  boiling  with  grief  and  im- 
patience, he  craved  pardon  for  his  abrupt 
departure  ;  then  quitting  iiis  informer  on  the 
instant,  reimbarked  in  his  hackney-coach, 
and  ordered  himself  to  be  conveyed  directly 
to  the  Fleet.  As  the  vehicle  proceeded 
along  one  side  of  the  market,  he  was  sur- 
prised vv'ith  the  appearance  of  Hatchway  and 
Pipes,  who  stood  cheapening  caulillowers  at 
a  green-stall,  their  heads  beint,'-  cased  in 
worsted  nightcaps,  half  covered  with  their 
hats,  and  a  short  tobacco-pipe  in  the  mouth 
of  each.  He  was  rejoiced  at  sight  of  the 
two  seamen,  which  he  took  for  a  happy 
omen  of  finding  his  friend  ;  and,  ordering  the 
coachman  to  stop  the  carriage,  called  to  the 
lieutenant  by  his  name.  Jack,  replying  with 
an  holloa,  looked  behind  him,  and  recognis- 
ing the  face  of  his  old  acquaintance,  ran  up 
t(»  the  coach  with  great  eagerness.  Shaking 
the  captain  heartily  by  the  hand, — "  Odds 
heart!"  said  ho,  "I  am  glad  thou  jiast  fallen 
in  with  us  ;  we  shall  now  be  able  to  find  the 
trim  of  the  vessel,  and  lay  her  about  on 
•  'other  tack.     For  my  own  part,  I  have  had 


many  a  consort  in  my  time,  that  is,  in  tlw: 
way  of  good  f^jllowship,  and  I  always  madi 
asliifl  to  ware'em  at  one  time  or  another,  but 
this  headstrong  toad  will  neither  obey  the 
helm  nor  the  sheet;  and,  for  aught  I  know 
will  founder  where  a  lies  at  anchor." 

Gauntlet,  who  conceived  part  of  his  mean- 
ing, alighted  immediately ;  and  being  con- 
ducted to  the  sailor's  lodging,  was  informed 
of  every  thing  that  had  passed  between  the 
lieutenant  and  Pickle.  He,  in  his  turn,  com- 
municated to  Jack  the  discovery  which  he 
had  made,  with  regard  to  his  commission ;  at 
which  the  other  gave  no  signs  of  surprise ; 
but,  taking  the  pipe  from  his  mouth, — 
"Why,  look  ye,  captain,"  said  he,  "that's 
not  the  only  good  turn  you  have  owed  him. 
That  same  money  you  received  from  the 
commodore  as  an  old  debt,  was  all  a  sham, 
contrived  by  Pickle  for  your  service  ;  but  a 
wool  drive  under  his  bare  poles  without  sails 
■rtiid  rigging,  or  a  mess  of  provision  on  board, 
rather  than  take  the  same  assistance  from 
another  man." 

Godfrey  was  not  only  amazed,  but  chagrined 
at  the  knowledge  of  this  anecdote  ;  which 
gave  umbrage  to  his  pride,  while  it  stimulated 
his  desire  of  doing  something  in  return  for 
the  obligation,  lie  inquired  into  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  prisoner;  and  under- 
standing  that  he  was  indisposed,  and  but  in- 
difTerently  provided  with  the  common  neces- 
saries of  life,  though  stiil  deaf  to  all  offers  of 
assistance,  began  to  be  extremely  concerned 
at  the  account  of  his  savage  obstinacy  and 
pride,  which  would,  he  feared,  exclude  him 
from  the  privilege  of  relieving  him  in  his 
distress.  However,  he  resolved  to  leave  no 
expedient  untried,  that  might  have  any 
tendency  to  surmount  such  destructive  pre- 
judice; and  entering  tlie  jail,  was  directed  to 
the  apartment  of  the  wretched  prisoner.  He 
knocked  sof\)y  at  the  door,  and  when  it  was 
opened,  started  back  with  horror  and  astonish- 
ment ;  the  figure  that  presented  itself  to  his 
view  was  the  remains  of  his  once  happy 
friend ;  but  so  miserably  altered  and  dis- 
guised, tliat  his  features  were  scarce  cognis- 
able.  The  florid,  the  sprightly,  the  gay,  the 
elevated  youth,  was  now  metamorphosed  into 
a  wan,  dejected,  i..cagre,  squalid  spectre; 
the  hollow-eyed  representative  of  distemper, 
indigence,  and  despair  :  yet  his  eyes  retained 
a  certain  ferocity,  which  threw  a  dismal 
gleam  athwart  tlie  cloudiness  of  his  aspect, 
and  he,  in  silence,  viewed  his  old  companion 
with  a  look  betokening  confusion  and  dis- 
dain. As  for  Gauntlet,  he  could  jot,  with- 
out emotion,  behold  such  a  woful  reverse  of 
fate,  in  a  person  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
noblest  sentiments  of  friendship,  gratitude, 
and  esteem:  his  sorrow  was  at  first  too  big 
for  utterance,  and  he  shed  a  flood  of  tear? 
before  he  could  pronounce  one  word. 

IVregrine,  in  spile  of  his  misanthropy 
could  not  hclo  being  affected  witii  this  un 
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common  testiinoiij  of  retrard  ;  but  he  strove 
!.o  stifle  his  oensations  :  his  brows  contracted 
themselves  into  a  severe  frown  ;  his  eyes 
kindled  into  the  appearance  of  live  coals;  ])c 
waved  with  his  hand  in  signal  for  Godfrey  to 
be  gone,  and  leave  such  a  wretch  as  him  to 
-he  misery  of  his  fate  ;  and,  finding  nature 
vOO  strong  to  bo  suppressed,  uttered  a  deej) 
p"oan,  and  wept  aloud. 

The  soldier  seeing  him  thus  melted,  unable 
to  restrain  the  strong  impulse  of  his  affec- 
tion, sprung  forwards,  and  elapsing  him  in 
his  arms, — "My  dearest  friend,  and  best 
benefactor,"  said  he,  "I  am  come  hither  to 
humble  myself  for  the  offence  I  was  so  un- 
happy as  to  give  at  our  last  parting ;  to  beg 
a  reconciliation,  to  thank  you  for  the  ease 
and  affluence  1  have  enjoyed  through  your 
means,  and  to  rescue  yon,  in  spite  of  your- 
self, from  this  melancholy  situation,  of 
which,  but  an  hour  ago,  I  was  utterly  igno- 
rant. Do  not  deny  me  the  satisfaction  of 
acquitting  myself  in  point  of  duty  and  obli- 
^tion.  You  must  certainly  have  had  some 
regard  for  a  person  in  whose  favour  you 
have  exerted  yourself  so  much ;  and  if  any 
part  of  that  esteem  remains,  you  will  not 
refuse  him  an  opportunity  of  approving  him- 
self in  some  measure  worthy  of^  it.  Let  me 
not  suffer  the  most  mortifying  of  all  repulses, 
that  of  slighted  friendship  ;  but  kindly  sacri- 
fice your  resentment  and  inflexibility  to  the 
request  of  one  who  is  at  all  times  ready  to 
sacrifice  his  life  for  your  honour  and  advan- 
tage. If  you  will  not  yield  to  my  entreaties, 
have  some  regard  to  the  wishes  of  my 
Sophy,  who  laid  me  under  the  strongest  in- 
junctions to  solicit  your  forgiveness,  even 
before  she  knew  how  much  I  was  indebted  to 
your  generosity ;  or,  if  that  consideration 
should  be  of  no  weight,  I  hope  you  will  relax 
a  little  for  the  sake  of  poor  Emilia,  whose 
resentment  hath  been  long  subdued  by  her 
affection,  and  who  now  droops  in  secret  at 
your  neglect." 

Every  word  of  this  address,  delivered  in 
the  most  pathetic  manner,  made  an  impress- 
ion upon  the  mind  of  Peregrine :  he  was 
affected  with  the  submission  of  his  friend, 
who,  in  reality,  had  given  him  no  just  cause 
to  complain.  lie  knew  that  no  ordinary 
motive  had  swayed  him  to  a  condescension 
BO  extraordinary  in  a  man  of  his  punctilious 
temper ;  he  considered  it,  therefore,  as  the 
genuine  effect  of  eager  gratitude  and  dis- 
interested love,  and  his  heart  began  to  relent 
accordingly.  When  he  heard  himself  con- 
iured  in  the  name  of  the  gentle  Sophy,  his 
obstinacy  was  quite  overcome  ;  and  when 
Emilia  was  recalled  to  his  remembrance,  his 
whole  frame  underwent  a  violent  agitation. 
lie  took  his  friend  by  the  hand,  with  a 
?oflcned  look  ;  and,  as  soon  as  he  recovered 
the  faculty  of  speech,  which  had  been  over- 
powered in  the  conflict  of  passions  that 
transported  him  protested,  that  he  retained 
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no  vestige  of  animosity,  but  considered  him 
in  t!ie  light  of  an  aflectionate  comrade,  the 
ties  of  whose  friendship  adversity  could  not 
unbind.  He  mentioned  Sophy  in  the  most 
resjwctful  terms  ;  spoke  of  P^miiia  with  the 
most  reverential  awe,  as  the  object  of  his 
inviolable  love  and  veneration  ;  but  dis- 
clainied  all  hope  of  ever  more  attracting  her 
regard,  and  excu.sed  himself  from  profiting  by 
Godfrey's  kind  intention  ;  d(M:laring,  with  a 
resolute  air,  that  he  had  broken  otF  all  com- 
nexion  with  mankind,  and  that  lie  impatiently 
longed  tor  the  hour  of  his  dissolution,  wh'ch, 
if  it  should  not  soon  arrive  by  the  course  of 
nature,  he  was  resolved  to  hasten  with  his 
own  hands,  rather  than  be  exposed  to  the 
contempt,  and  more  intolerable  pity,  of  a 
rascally  world. 

Gauntlet  argued  against  this  frantic  deter- 
mination with  all  the  vehemence  of  ex- 
poslu'iating friendship;  but  his  remonstrances 
did  not  produce  the  desired  eflcct  upon  our 
desperate  hero,  who  calmly  refuted  all  his 
arguments,  and  asserted  the  rectitude  of  his 
design  from  the  pretended  maxims  of  reason 
and  true  philosophy. 

Wiiile  this  dispute  was  carried  on  with 
eagerness  on  one  side,  and  deliberation  on 
the  other,  a  letter  was  brought  to  Peregrine, 
who  threw  it  carelessly  aside  unopened, 
though  the  superscription  was  in  a  hand- 
writing to  which  he  was  a  stranger  ;  and,  in 
all  probability,  the  contents  would  never 
have  been  perused,  had  not  Gauntlet  insisted 
upon  his  waving  all  ceremony,  and  reading  it 
forthwith.  Thus  solicited,  Pickle  unsealed 
the  billet,  which,  to  his  no  small  surprise, 
contained  the  following  intimation. 

"  Mr  P.  Pickle — Sir,  this  comes  to  inforii 
you,  that,  after  many  dangers  and  disappoint- 
ments, I  am,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  safely 
arrived  in  the  Downs,  on  board  of  the  Gom- 
beroon  Indiaman,  having  made  a  tolerable 
voyage  ;  by  which  I  hope  I  shall  be  enabled 
to  repay,  with  interest,  the  seven  hundrec 
pounds  which  I  borrowed  of  you  before  mjr 
departure  from  England.  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  writing  by  our  purser,  who  goes 
express  with  dispatches  for  the  Company, 
that  you  may  have  this  satisfactory  notice  as 
soon  as  possible,  relating  to  one  whom  1 
suppose  you  have  long  given  over  as  lost. 
I  have  inclosed  it  in  a  letter  to  my  broker, 
who,  I  hope,  knows  your  address,  and  will 
forward  it  accordingly :  and  I  urn,  with 
respect,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"Benjamin  Chintz." 

He  had  no  sooner  taken  a  cursory  view  or 
this  agreeable  epistle,  than  his  countenance 
cleared  up,  and,  reaching  it  to  his  friend, 
with  a  smile, — "  There," said  he,  "is  a  more 
convincing  argument,  on  your  side  of  the 
question,  than  all  the  casuists  in  the  universe 
can  advance."  Gauntlet,  wondering  at  this 
observation,  took  the  paper,  and  casting  his 
eyes  greedily  upon  the  contents,  congratulated 
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nim  upon  the  receipt  of  it,  with  extrava^fant 
deiiionstrations  of  joy  : — "Not  on  account  of 
the  sum,"  said  lie,  "whicli,  upon  my  honour, 
I  would  with  pleasure  pay  three  times  over 
for  your  convenience  and  satisfact  on  ;  but 
Decause  it  seems  to  have  reconciled  you  to 
life,  and  disposed  your  mind  for  enjoying  the 
comforts  of  society." 

The  instantaneous  effect  which  this  un- 
expected smile  of  fortune  produced  in  the 
appearance  of  our  adventurer  is  altog-ether 
mconceivable  ;  it  plumped  up  his  cheeks  in 
a  moment,  unbended  and  enlij^htened  every 
feature  of  his  face  ;  elevated  his  head,  which 
had  begun  to  sink,  as  it  were,  between  his 
shoulders  ;  and  from  a  squeaking  dispirited 
tone,  swelled  up  his  voice  to  a  clear  manly 
accent.  Godfrey,  taking  advantage  of  this 
favourable  change,  began  to  regale  him  with 
prospects  of  future  success:  he  reminded 
cim  of  his  youth  and  qualifications,  which 
were  certainly  designed  for  better  days  than 
those  he  had  as  yet  seen  ;  he  pointed  out 
various  paths  by  which  he  might  arrive  at 
wealth  and  reputation ;  he  importuned  him 
to  accept  of  a  sum  for  his  immediate  occa- 
sions ;  and  earnestly  begged  that  he  would 
allow  him  to  discharge  the  debt  for  which  he 
was  confined,  observing,  that  Sophy's  fortune 
had  enabled  him  to  exhibit  that  proof  of  his 
gratitude,  without  any  detriment  to  his 
affairs  ;  and  protesting  that  he  should  not 
Selieve  himself  in  possession  of  Mr  Pickle's 
esteem,  unless  he  was  permitted  to  make 
some  such  return  of  good  will  to  the  man, 
who  had  not  only  raised  him  from  indigence 
and  scorn  to  competence  and  reputable  rank, 
but  also  empowered  him  to  obtain  the  pos- 
session of  an  excellent  woman,  who  had  filled 
up  the  measure  of  his  felicity. 

Peregrine  declared  himself  already  over- 
paid for  all  his  good  offices,  by  the  pleasure 
he  enjoyed  in  employing  them,  and  the 
happy  effects  they  had  produced  in  tho 
mutual  satisfaction  of  two  persons  so  dear  to 
his  affection ;  and  assured  his  friend,  that 
one  tima  or  other  he  would  set  his  con- 
science at  ease,  and  remove  the  scruples  of 
his  honour,  by  having  recourse  to  his  assist- 
ance ;  but  at  present  he  could  not  make  use 
of  his  friendship,  without  giving  just  cause 
cf  offence  to  honest  Hatchway,  who  was 
prior  to  him  in  point  of  solicitation,  and  had 
manifested  his  attachment  with  surprising 
ebstinacy  and  perseverance. 
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yereg^ine  reconciles  himself  to  the  lieu- 
tenant, and  renews  his  connexion  with 
society — Divers  plans  are  projected  in 
his  behalf,  and  he  has  occasion  to  exhibit 
a  remarkable  froof  of  self-denial. 

The    captain,  with  reluctance,  yielded  tho 


preference  in  this  particular  to  Jack,  who  waj 
immediately  invited  to  a  conference,  by  a 
note  subscribed  with  Pickle's  own  hand. 
He  was  found  at  the  prison  gate  waiting  io' 
Gauntlet,  to  know  the  issue  of  his  negotia- 
tion. He  no  sooner  received  this  summons, 
than  he  set  all  his  sails,  and  made  the  besi 
of  his  way  to  his  friend's  apartment ;  being 
admitted  by  the  turnkey,  in  consequence  oF 
Peregrine's  re«fuest,  communicated  by  the 
messenger  who  carried  the  billet.  Pipes 
followed  close  in  the  wake  of  his  ship-mate ; 
and,  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  note  had  been 
dispatched.  Peregrine  and  Gauntlet  heard 
the  sound  of  the  stump  ascending  the  wooden 
stair-case  with  such  velocity,  that  they  at 
first  mistook  it  for  the  application  of  drum- 
sticks to  the  head  of  an  empty  barrel.  This 
uncommon  speed,  however,  was  attended 
with  a  misfortune  ;  he  chanced  to  overlook  a 
small  defect  in  one  of  the  steps,  and  his  prop 
plunging  into  a  hole,  he  fell  backwards,  to 
the  imminent  danger  of  his  life.  Tom  was 
luckily  at  his  back,  and  sustained  him  in  his 
arms,  so  as  that  he  escaped  without  any 
other  daijiage  than  the  loss  of  his  wooden 
leg,  which  was  snapt  in  the  middle,  by  the 
weight  of  his  body  in  falling ;  and  such  was 
his  impatience,  that  he  would  not  give  him- 
self the  trouble  to  disengage  the  fractured 
member.  Unbuckling  the  whole  equipage  in 
a  trice,  he  left  it  sticking  in  the  crevice,  say. 
ing,  a  rotten  cable  was  not  worth  heaving 
up ;  and,  in  this  natural  state  of  mutilation, 
hopped  into  the  room  with  infinite  expedi- 
tion. 

Peregrine,  taking  him  cordially  by  the 
hand,  seated  him  upon  one  side  of  his  bed  ; 
and,  after  having  made  an  apology  for  that- 
reserve  of  which  he  had  so  justly  com- 
plained, asked  if  he  could  conveniently  ac- 
commodate him  with  the  loan  of  twenty 
guineas  ]  The  lieutenant,  without  openiui^ 
his  mouth,  pulled  out  his  purse ;  and  Pipes, 
who  overheard  the  demand,  applying  the 
whistle  to  his  lips,  performed  a  loud  over- 
ture, in  token  of  his  joy.  Matters  being  thus 
brought  to  an  accommodation,  our  hero  told 
the  captain,  that  he  should  be  glad  of  his 
company  at  dinner,  with  their  common  friend 
Hatchway,  if  he  would  in  the  mean  time 
leave  him  to  the  ministry  of  Pipes ;  and  the 
soldier  went  away  for  the  present,  in  order 
to  pay  a  short  visit  to  his  uncle,  who  at  tint 
time  languished  in  a  declining  state  of  health, 
promising  to  return  at  the  appointed  hour. 

The  lieutenant,  having  surveyed  the  dis- 
mal appearance  of  his  friend,  could  not  he  p 
being  moved  at  the  spectacle,  and  began  to 
upbraid  him  with  his  obstinate  pride,  which, 
he  swore,  was  no  better  than  self-murder. 
But  the  young  gentleman  interrupted  him  in 
the  course  of  his  moralizing,  by  telling  hiir 
he  had  reasons  for  his  conduct,  which,  per 
haps,  he  would  impart  in  due  season ;  but, 
at  present,  his  design  was  to  alter  Uiat  plaa 
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■>f  behaviour,  and  make  liimself  some  amends 
"or  the  misery  he  had  undergone,  lie 
accordingly  sent  Pipes  to  redeem  liis  clothes 
from  the  pawnbroker's  wardrobe,  and  be- 
epeak  something  comfortable  tor  dinner. 
When  (Jodtrey  came  back,  he  was  very 
agreeably  suri)rised  to  see  such  a  favourable 
alteration  in  his  externals;  for,  by  the 
assistance  of  his  valet,  he  had  purilied  liim- 
eelf  from  the  dregs  of  his  distress,  and  now 
appeared  in  a  decent  suit,  with  clean  linen, 
while  his  face  was  disencumbered  of  the 
hair  that  overshadowed  it,  and  his  apartment 
prepared  for  the  recejjtion  of  company. 

They  enjoyed  their  meal  with  groat  satis- 
faction, entertaining  one  another  with  a 
recapitulation  of  their  former  adventures  at 
the  garrison.  In  the  atlernoon,  Gauntbet 
taking  his  leave,  in  order  to  write  a  letter  to 
iiis  sister,  at  the  desire  of  iiis  uncle,  who, 
finding  his  end  appoacliing,  wanted  to  sec 
her  without  loss  of  time.  Peregrine  made  his 
appearance  on  the  Bare,  ami  was  compli- 
mented on  his  coming  abroad  again,  not  only 
by  his  old  messmates,  who  liad  not  seen 
him  for  many  weeks,  but  by  a  number  of 
those  objects  whom  his  liberality  had  fed, 
before  his  finids  were  exhausted.  Hatchway 
was,  by  his  interest  with  the  warden,  put  in 
possession  of  iiis  former  quarters,  and  Pipes 
dispatched  to  make  inquiry  about  Crabtree  at 
his  former  lodging,  where  he  learned  that 
'.he  misanthrope,  atler  a  very  severe  fit  of 
illness,  was  removed  to  Kensington  Gravel- 
pits,  for  the  convenience  of  breathing  a 
purer  air  than  that  of  London. 

In  consequence  of  this  information.  Pere- 
grine, who  knew  the  narrowness  of  the  old 
gentleman's  fortune,  next  day  desired  his 
friend  Gauntlet  to  take  the  trouble  of  visiting 
him  in  his  name  with  a  letter,  in  which  he 
expressed  great  concern  for  his  indisposi- 
tion, gave  him  notice  of  the  fortunate  in- 
telligence he  had  received  from  the  Downs, 
and  conjured  him  to  make  use  of  his  purse, 
if  he  was  in  the  least  hampered  in  his 
circumstances.  The  cajitain  took  coach 
immediately,  and  set  out  for  the  place,  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  which  I^pes  had 
procured. 

Cadwallader,  having  seen  him  at  Bath, 
knew  him  again  at  first  sight;  and,  though 
reduced  to  a  skeleton,  believed  himself  in 
such  a  fair  way  of  doing  well,  that  he 
would  have  accompanied  him  to  the  Fleet 
immediately,  had  he  not  been  restrained  by 
his  nurse,  who  was,  by  his  physician,  in- 
vested with  full  authority  to  dispute  and 
oppose  his  will  in  every  thing  that  she 
should  think  prejudicial  to  his  health;  for  he 
was  con.cidcred,  by  those  who  had  the  care 
i)f  him,  as  an  old  Immourist  not  a  little  dis- 
tempered in  his  brain.  He  inquired  par- 
ticularly about  the  sailors,  who,  he  said, 
had  deterred  him  from  carrying  on  his  usual 
eorrcspondence  with   Pickle,  and  been  the 
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inmiediate  cause  of  his  indisposition,  by 
terrifying  him  into  a  fever.  Understanding 
that  the  breach  between  Pickle  and  Hatch- 
way was  liappily  cemented,  and  tliat  he  was 
no  longer  in  any  danger  ti-oiii  the  lieutenant's 
resentment,  he  promised  to  be  at  the  Fleet 
witli  the  first  convenient  opportunity;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  wrote  an  answer  to  Pere- 
grine's letter,  importing,  that  he  was  obliget! 
to  him  for  his  oHer,  but  had  not  the  least 
occasion  for  his  assistance. 

In  a  few  days,  our  adventurer  recovered 
his  vigour,  complexion,  and  vivacity;  he 
mingled  again  in  the  diversions  and  parties 
of  the  place ;  and  he  received,  in  a  little 
time,  tlK!  money  he  had  lent  upon  bottomry, 
which,  togeuher  with  the  intera«>^  smounted 
to  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  pounds.  The 
possession  of  this  sum,  while  it  Iraoyed  up  his 
spirits,  involved  him  in  perplexity.  Some- 
times he  thouglit  it  was  incumbent  on  him, 
as  a  man  of  honour,  to  employ  the  greatest 
part  of  it,  in  dimiiiishin.g  the  debt  for  which 
he  suH'crcd ;  on  the  other  hand,  he  considere*' 
that  obligation  etl~aced,  by  the  treacherouti 
behaviour  of  his  creditor,  who  had  injured 
him  to  ten  times  the  value  of  the  sum;  and, 
in  tivese  sentiments,  entertained  thoughts  of 
attempting  his  escape  from  prison,  with  a 
view  of  conveying  himself,  with  the  ship- 
wreck of  his  fortune,  to  another  country,  in 
which  he  might  use  it  to  better  advantage. 

Both  suggestions  were  attended  with  such 
doubts  and  difficulties,  that  he  hesitated 
between  tliem,  a;id  for  the  present  laid  out 
a  thousand  pounds  in  stock,  the  interest  of 
which,  together  with  the  fruits  of  his  own 
industry,  he  hoped  would  support  him  above 
want  in  his  confinement,  until  something 
should  occur  that  would  point  out  the  expedi- 
ency of  some  other  determination.  Gaunt- 
let  still  insisted  upon  having  the  lionour  of 
obtaining  his  liberty,  at  tha  expense  cf 
taking  up  his  notes  to  Gleanum,  and  exhort- 
ed him  to  purchase  a  commission  with  part 
of  the  money  which  he  had  retrieved.  The 
lieutenant  affirmed,  that  it  was  his  privilege 
to  procure  the  release  of  his  cousin  Pickle, 
because  he  enjoyed  a  very  handsome  sum 
by  his  aunt,  which  of  right  belonged  to  the 
young  gentleman,  to  whom  he  was,  more- 
over, indebted  for  the  use  of  his  furniture, 
and  for  the  very  house  that  stood  over  his 
head;  and  that,  although  he  had  already 
made  a  will  in  his  favour,  he  should  never 
be  satisfied,  nor  easy  in  his  mind,  so  long 
as  he  remained  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and 
wanted  any  of  the  conveniences  of  life. 

Cadwallader,  who  by  this  time  assisted  at 
their  councils,  and  was  best  acquainted  with 
the  peculiarity  and  unbending  disposition  of 
the  youth,  proposed,  that,  seeing  he  was  so 
averse  to  obligations,  Mr  Hatchway  should 
purchase  of  him  the  garrison  with  its  ap- 
pendages, which,  at  a  moderate  price,  would 
sell  for  more  money  than  would  be  sufficient 
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to  discharge  liis  debts;  that,  if  the  servile 
3ubordination  of  the  army  did  not  suit  his 
inclination,  he  might,  witli  his  reversion, 
Duy  a  comfortable  annuity,  and  retire  \wth 
him  to  tiie  country,  where  he  might  live 
absolutely  independent,  and  entertain  himself, 
as  usual,  with  the  ridiculous  characters  of 
mankind. 

This  plan  was  to  Pickle  less  disagreeable 
than  any  other  project  which  as  yet  liad 
been  suggested,  and  tiie  lieutenant  declared 
himself  ready  to  execute  his  part  of  it  with- 
out delay ;  but  the  soldier  was  mortified  at 
tlie  thoughts  of  seeing  his  assistance  un- 
necessary, and  eagerly  objected  to  the  retire- 
ment,  as  a  scheme  that  would  blast  the 
fairest  promises  of  fame  and  fortune,  and 
bury  !iis  youth  and  talents  in  solitude  and 
obscurity.  This  earnest  opposition  on  tlie 
part  o^  Gauntlet  hindered  our  adventurer 
from  formmg  any  immediate  resolution, 
which  was  also  retarded  by  his  unwillingness 
vO  part  with  the  garrison  upon  any  terms, 
oecause  he  looked  upon  it  as  part  of  his 
inheritance,  which  he  could  not  dispose  of 
without  committing  an  insult  upon  the 
memory  of  the  deceased  commodore. 
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1e  is  engaged  in  a  very  extraordinary 
correspondence,  which  is  interrupted  by 
a  very  unexpected  event. 

While  this  affair  was  in  agitation,  the 
captain  told  him,  in  the  course  of  conversa- 
,ion,  that  Emilia  was  arrived  in  town,  and 
had  inquired  about  Mr  Pickle  with  such  an 
3agerness  of  concern,  as  seemed  to  proclaim 
-hat  she  was  in  some  measure  informed  of 
iiis  misfortune;  he  therefore  desired  to  know 
if  he  might  be  allowed  to  make  her  ac- 
:iuainted  with  his  situation,  provided  he 
should  be  again  importuned  by  her  on  that 
subject,  which  he  had  at  first  industriously 
waved. 

This  proof,  or  rather  presumption,  of  her 
sympathising  regard,  did  not  fail  to  operate 
powerfully  upon  the  bosom  of  Peregrine, 
which  was  immediately  filled  with  those 
umults  which  love,  ill  stifled,  frequently 
excites.  He  observed,  that  his  disgrace  was 
such  as  could  not  be  effectually  concealed  ; 
therefore  he  saw  no  reason  for  depriving 
nimself  of  Emilia's  compassion,  since  he  was 
for  ever  excluded  from  her  affection ;  and 
desired  Godfrey  to  present  to  his  sister  the 
lowly  respects  of  a  despairing  lover. 

But,  notwithstanding  his  declaration  of 
despondence  on  this  liead,  his  imagination 
involuntarily  teemed  with  more  agreeable 
ideas:  the  proposal  of  Crabtrce  had  taken 
root  in  his  reflection,  and  he  could  not  help 
'brming  plans  of  pastoral  felicity  in  the 
anas   of   the.    lovely  Emilia,   remote   from 


those  pompous  scenes  which  he  now  detested 

and  despised.  He  amused  his  fancy  with 
the  prospect  of  being  able  to  support  her  in 
a  state  of  independency,  by  means  of  th« 
slender  annuity  which  it  was  in  his  power  to 
purchase,  together  with  the  fruits  of  those 
endeavours  which  would  profitably  employ 
his  vacant  hours ;  and  foresaw  provision  for 
his  growing  family  in  the  friendship  of  the 
heutenant,  who  had  already  constituted  him 
his  heir.  He  even  parcelled  out  his  iiours 
among  the  necessary  cares  of  the  world,  the 
pleasures  of  domestic  bliss,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  country  life ;  and  spent  the  night 
in  ideal  parties  with  his  charming  bride, 
sometim.es  walking  by  the  sedgy  bank 
of  some  transparent  stream,  sometimes 
pruning  the  luxuriant  vine,  and  sometimes 
sitting  in  social  converse  with  her  in  a  shady 
grove  of  his  own  planting. 

These,  however,  were  no  more  than  the 
shadowy  phantoms  of  imagination,  which, 
he  well  knew,  would  never  be  realized ;  not 
that  he  believed  such  happiness  unattainable 
by  a  person  in  his  circumstances,  but  be- 
cause he  would  not  stoop  to  propose  a 
scheme  which  might,  in  any  shape,  seem 
to  interfere  with  the  interest  of  Emilia,  or 
subject  himself  to  a  repulse  from  that  young 
lady,  who  had  rejected  his  addresses  in  tiie 
zenith  of  his  fortune. 

While  he  diverted  himself  with  these 
agreeable  reveries,  an  unexpected  event  in- 
tervened, in  which  she  and  her  brother  were 
deeply  interested.  The  uncle  was  tapped 
for  the  dropsy,  and  died  in  a  few  days  atler 
the  operation,  having  bequeathed,  in  his  will, 
five  thousand  pounds  to  his  ncphe  .v,  and 
twice  that  sum  to  his  niece,  who  had  auvays 
enjoyed  the  greatest  share  of  his  favour. 

If  our  adventurer,  before  this  occurrence 
looked  upon  his  love  of  Emili*  aj  a  passion 
which  it  was  necessary  at  any  rate  to  con- 
quer or  suppress,  he  now  considered  her 
accession  of  fortune  as  a  circumstance  which 
confirmed  that  necessity,  and  resolved  to 
discourage  every  thought  on  that  subject 
which  should  tend  to  the  propagation  of  hope. 
One  day,  in  the  midst  of  a  conversation 
calculated  for  the  purpose,  Godfrey  put  into 
his  hand  a  letter  directed  to  Mr  Pickle,  in 
the  handwriting  of  Emilia,  which  the  youth 
no  sooner  recognised,  than  his  cheeks  were 
covered  with  a  crimson  dye,  and  he  began  to 
tremble  with  violent  agitation ;  for  he  at  once 
guessed  the  import  of  the  billet,  which  he 
kissed  with  great  reverence  and  devotion, 
and  was  not  at  all  surprised  wiien  he  read 
the  following  words : — 

'*  Sir — I  have  performed  a  sufficient 
sacrifice  to  my  reputation,  in  retaining 
hitherto  the  appearance  of  that  resentment 
which  I  had  long  ago  dismissed;  and  as  the 
late  favourable  change  in  my  situation  empow 
ers  me  to  avow  my  genuine  sentiments 
witliout  fear  of  censure,  or  suspicion  of  iner 
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canary  design,  I  take  this  opportunity 
to  assure  you,  tliat,  it'  I  still  maintain  that 
place  in  your  heait,  wliicli  I  was  vain  eiionorh 
to  think  I  onccpohsosscd,  I  amwillingtomakc 
the  first  advances  to  an  ai-cominodation,  and 
have  actually  turnished  uiy  brother  with  full 
powers  to  conclude  it  in  the  name  of  your 
appeased  Emilia." 

I'ickle  having  kissed  the  subscription  with 
great  ardour,  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  lifliufr 
up  his  eyes, — "  ''Miank  hecvcn  !"  cried  he, 
with  an  air  of  t  j.  iMuirf,  "  I  have  not  been 
mistaken  in  mv  op.r.ion  of  that  generous 
maid.  I  belie  .••  i'or  iicoired  with  the  most 
dignified  and  rlel•Ol^,  ^ei.'inienls,  and  now 
she  gives  me  a  convin*.;:. j  proof  of  her 
magnanimity :  it  is  now  my  bi,>5i;;ess  to  a; 
prove  myself  worthy  of  her  regard.  May 
heaven  inllict  upon  me  the  keenest  arrows  of 
its  vengeance,  if  I  do  not,  at  this  instant, 
contemplate  the  character  of  Emilia  with 
the  most  perfect  Jove  and  adoration;  yet, 
amiable  and  enchanting  as  she  is,  I  am  more 
than  ever  determined  to  sacrifice  the  interest 
of  my  passion  to  my  glory,  though  my  life 
should  tail  in  the  contest;  and  even  to  refuse 
an  offer,  which,  otherwise,  the  whole  universe 
should  not  bribe  mo  to  forego," 

This  declaration  was  not  so  unexpected  as 
unwelcome  to  his  friend  Gauntlet,  who  re- 
presented that  his  glory  was  not  at  all  inter- 
ested in  the  affair;  because  he  had  already 
vindicated  his  generosity  in  repeated  proffers 
to  lay  his  whole  fortune  at  Emilia's  feet, 
when  it  was  impossible  that  any  thing  selfish 
could  enter  into  the  proposal;  but  that,  in 
rejecting  her  present  purpose,  he  would  give 
the  world  an  opportunity  to  say,  that  his 
pride  was  capricious,  his  obstinacy  invinci- 
ble, and  his  sister  would  have  undeniable 
reason  to  believe,  that  either  his  passion  for 
lier  was  dissembled,  or  the  ardour  of  it  con- 
siderably abated. 

In  answer  to  these  remonstrances,  Pickle 
^bservcd,  that  he  had  long  set  the  world  at 
defiance,  and  as  to  the  opinion  of  Emilia,  he 
did  not  doubt  that  she  would  applaud  in  her 
heart  the  resolution  he  had  taken,  and  do 
justice  to  the  purity  of  his  intention. 

It  was  not  an  easy  task  to  divert  our  hero 
from  his  designs  at  any  time  of  life  :  but, 
since  his  confinement,  his  inflexibility  was 
become  almost  insurmountable.  The  cap- 
tain, therefore,  after  having  discharged  his 
conscience,  in  assuring  him  that  his  sister's 
happiness  was  at  stake,  that  his  mother  had 
approved  of  the  step  she  had  taken,  and  that 
he  himself  should  be  extremely  mortified  at 
his  refusal,  forbore  to  press  him  with  further 
argument,  which  served  only  to  rivet  him 
the  more  strongly  in  his  own  opinion;  and 
undertook  to  deliver  this  answer  to  Emilia's 
letter: — 

•'  Madam — That  I  revere  the  dignity  of 
rour  virtue  with  the  utmost  veneration,  and 
o\e  you  infinitely  more  than  lit.  I  am  at 


all  times  ready  to  demonstrate ;  but  the 
sacrifice  to  honour,  it  is  now  my  turn  to  pay  , 
and  such  is  the  rigour  of  my  destiny,  that  in 
order  to  justify  your  generosity,  I  must  refuse 
to  profit  by  your  condescension.  Madam,  I 
am  doomed  to  be  for  ever  wretched ;  and  to 
sigh  without  ceasing,  fur  the  possession  of 
that  jewel,  which,  though  now  in  my  offer,  I 
dare  not  enjoy.  I  siiall  not  pretend  to 
express  the  anguish  tiiat  tears  my  heart, 
whilst  I  communicate  this  fatal  renunciation  ; 
but  appeal  to  the  delicacy  of  your  own 
sentiments,  which  can  judge  of  mv  suffer- 
ings, and  will,  doubtless,  do  justice  to  the 
self-denial  of  your  forlorn  P.  Pickle." 

Emilia,  who  knew  the  nicety  of  our  hero's 
nride,  had  foreseen  the  purport  of  this 
v.^  <'e  before  it  came  to  her  hands:  she  did 
not  tiie.-'f'Te  despair  of  success,  nor  desist 
from  the  pioscution  of  her  plan,  which  was 
no  other  than  ttiai  -^^  securing  her  own  hap- 
piness, in  espousing  lii''  man  upon  whom 
she  had  fixed  her  unalterable  affection. 
Confident  of  his  honour,  and  fully  satisfied 
of  the  mutual  passion  with  which  they  were 
inspired,  she  gradually  decoyed  him  into  a 
literary  correspondence,  wherein  she  at- 
tempted to  refute  the  arguments  on  which  he 
grounded  his  refusal ;  and,  without  doubt, 
the  young  gentleman  was  not  a  little  pleased 
with  the  enjoyment  of  sur-h  delightfiil  corn- 
merce,  in  the  course  cl'  which  he  had,  more; 
than  ever,  an  opportunity  of  admiring  the 
poignancy  of  her  wit,  and  the  elegance  of 
her  understanding. 

The  contemplation  of  such  excellency, 
while  it  strengthened  the  chains  with  which 
she  held  him  enslaved,  added  emulation  to 
the  other  motives  that  induced  him  to  main- 
tain the  dispute;  and  much  subtlety  of 
reasoning  was  expended  upon  both  sides  of 
this  very  particular  question,  without  any 
prospect  of  conviction  on  eittier  part;  till  at 
last  she  began  to  despair  of  making  him  a 
proselyte  to  her  opinion  by  dint  of  argument ; 
and  resolved  for  the  future  to  apply  herself 
chiefly  to  the  irresistible  prepossessions  of 
his  love,  which  were  not  at  all  diminished  or 
impaired  by  the  essays  of  her  pen.  With 
this  view  she  proposed  a  conference,  pre- 
tending that  it  was  impossible  to  convey  ail 
her  rel^ections  upon  this  subject,  in  a  series 
of  short  letters  ;  and  Godfrey  undertook  to 
bail  him  for  the  day  ;  but,  conscious  of  her 
power,  he  would  not  trust  himself  in  her 
presence,  thougli  his  heart  throbbed  with  all 
the  eagerness  of  desire  to  see  her  fair  eyes 
disrobed  of  that  resentment  which  they  hud 
worn  so  long,  and  to  enjoy  the  ravishing 
sweets  of  a  fond  reconciliation. 

Nature  could  not  have  held  out  against 
such  powerful  attacks,  had  not  the  pride  and 
caprice  of  his  disposition  been  gratified  to 
the  full  in  the  triumph  of  his  resistance;  h« 
looked  upon  the  contest  its  altogether  original, 
and  Dcrsevered  with   obstinacy,    because  ho 
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thought  himself  sure  of  favourable  terms, 
whenever  he  should  be  disposed  to  capitulate. 
I'erhaps  he  migrht  have  overshot  himself,  in  the 
course  of  his  perseverance  :  a  young  lady  of 
Emilia's  fortune  and  attractions,  could  not 
fail  to  find  herself  surrounded  by  temptations, 
which  few  women  can  resist.  She  migiit 
have  misinterpreted  the  meaning  of  some 
paragraph,  or  taken  umbrage  at  an  unguarded 
e.xpression  in  one  of  Peregrine's  letters : 
.she  might  have  been  tired  out  by  his  ob- 
stinate peculiarity,  or,  at  the  long-run,  con- 
stnied  it  into  madness,  sligiit,or  indifference  ; 
or,  rather  than  waste  her  prime  in  fruitless 
endeavours  to  subdue  the  pride  of  a  head- 
strong humourist,  she  might  have  listened  to 
the  voice  of  some  admirer  fraught  with  quali- 
fications sufficient  to  engage  her  esteem  and 
affection.  But  all  these  possibilities  were 
providentially  prevented  by  an  accident 
attended  with  more  important  consequences 
than  any  we  have  hitherto  recounted. 

Early  one  morning  Pipes  was  disturbed 
oy  the  arrival  of  a  messenger,  who  had  been 
sent  express  from  the  country  by  Mr  Clover, 
with  a  packet  for  the  lieutenant,  and  arrived  in 
town  over  night ;  but  as  he  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  the  information  of  Jack's 
correspondent  in  the  city,  touching  the 
place  of  his  abode,  before  he  demanded 
entrance  at  the  Fleet,  the  gate  was  shut; 
nor  would  the  turnkeys  admit  him,  although 
he  told  them  that  iie  was  charged  with  a 
message  of  the  utmost  consequence  ;  so  that 
ne  was  fain  to  tarry  till  day-break,  when  he, 
at  his  earnest  solicitation,  was  allowed  to 
enter. 

Hatchway,  opening  the  packet,  found  a 
letter  inclosed  for  Peregrine,  with  an  earnest 
request  that  he  should  forward  it  to  the 
liandsof  that  young  gentleman  with  all  poss- 
ible dispatch.  Jack,  who  could  not  dive 
mto  the  meaning  of  this  extraordinary  injunc- 
tion, began  to  imagine  that  Mrs  Clover  lay 
at  the  point  of  death,  and  wanted  to  take 
her  last  farewell  of  her  brother:  and  this 
conceit  worked  so  strongly  upon  his  imagi- 
nation, that,  while  he  huddled  on  his  clothes, 
and  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  apart- 
ment of  our  hero,  he  could  not  help  cursing, 
within  himself,  the  folly  of  the  husband,  in 
Bending  such  disagreeable  messages  to  a  man 
of  Perecrine's  impatient  temper,  already 
soured  by  his  own  uneasy  situation. 

This  reflection  would  have  induced  him  to 
fjuppress  the  letter,  had  not  he  been  afraid 
to  tamper  with  the  ticklish  disposition  of 
his  friend,  to  whom,  while  he  delivered 
It, — "  As  for  my  own  part,"  said  he,  "  mayhap 
I  may  have  as  much  natural  affection  as 
another ;  but,  when  my  spouse  parted,  I 
bore  my  misfortune  like  a  British  man  and  a 
chiistian:  for  whyl  he's  no  better  than  a 
fresh-water  sailor,  who  knows  not  how  to 
stem  the  current  of  mischance." 

Pickle  being  waked  from  o,  pleasant  dream. 


in  wlrch  the  fair  Emilia  was  principally  con- 
cerned,  and  hearing  this  strange  preamble, 
sat  up  in  his  bed,  and  unsealed  the  letter,  in 
a  state  of  mortification  and  disgust:  but  what 
were  the  emotions  of  his  soul,  when  he  read 
the  following  intimation ! 

"  Dear  Brother — It  hath  pleased  God 
to  take  your  fatlier  suddenly  off  by  a  fit  of 
apoplexy,  and  as  he  has  died  intestate,  I  give 
you  this  notice,  that  you  may,  with  all  speed, 
come  down  and  take  possession  of  your 
right,  in  despite  of  Mr  Gam  and  his  mother, 
who,  you  may  be  sure,  do  not  sit  easy  undei 
this  unexpected  dispensation  of  providence. 
I  have,  by  virtue  of  being  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  taken  such  precautions  as  I  thought 
necessary  for  your  advantage;  and  the 
funeral  shall  be  deferred  until  your  pleasure 
be  known.  Your  sister,  though  sincerely 
afflicted  by  her  father's  fate,  submits  to  the 
will  of  Heaven  with,  laudable  resignation, 
and  begs  you  will  set  out  for  this  place 
without  delay;  in  which  request  she  is 
joined  by,  sir,  your  affectionate  brother,  and 
humble  servant,  Charles  Clover." 

Peregrine  at  first  looked  upon  this  epistle 
as  a  mere  illusion  of  the  brain,  and  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  reverie  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged.  He  read  it  ten  times  over, 
without  being  persuaded  that  he  weis  actually 
awake :  he  rubbed  his  eyes,  and  shook  his 
head,  in  order  to  shake  off  the  drowsy 
vapours  that  surrounded  him:  he  hemmed 
thrice  with  great  vociferation,  snapped  his 
fingers,  tweaked  his  nose,  started  up  from 
his  bed,  and,  opening  the  casement,  took 
a  survey  of  the  well-known  objects  that 
appeared  on  each  side  of  his  habitation. 
Every  thing  seemed  congruous  and  connect- 
ed, and  he  said  within  himself, — "  Sure  this  is 
the  most  distinct  dream  that  ever  sleep  pro- 
duced." Then  he  had  recourse  again  to  the 
paper,  which  he  carefully  perused,  without 
finding  any  variation  from  his  first  notion  of 
the  contents. 

Hatchway  seeing  all  his  extravagances  of 
action,  accompanied  with  a  w^ild  stare  of 
distraction,  began  to  believe  that  his  head 
was  at  length  fairly  turned,  and  was  really 
meditating  means  for  securing  his  person, 
when  Pickle,  in  a  tone  of  surprise,  ex- 
claimed, — "Good  God,  am  I  or  am  I  not 
awake?"  "Why,  look  ye,  cousin  Pickle," 
replied  the  lieutenant,  "that  is  a  question 
which  the  deep  sea-line  of  my  understanding 
is  not  long  enough  to  sound ;  but  howsom- 
cver,  tho'f  I  can't  trust  to  the  observation  I 
have  taken,  it  shall  go  hard  but  I  will  fall  upor 
a  way  to  guess  whereabouts  we  are."  So 
saving,  he  lifled  up  a  pitcher  full  of  cold 
water,  that  stood  bi^hind  tlie  outward  door, 
and  discharged  it  in  the  face  of  Peregrine 
without  ceremony  or  hesitation. 

This  remedy  produced  the  desired  effect : 
unpalatable  as  it  was,  the  young  gentleman 
no  sooner  recovered  his  breath,  which  wa« 


ADVENTURES  OF  TEREGRINE  PICKI-E. 


3M 


»nilaiigercd  by  such  a  sudden  application, 
than  iie  thanked  liis  friend  Jack  fur  tlie 
seasonable  operation  lie  had  performed, 
llaviuof  no  longer  any  just  reason  to  doubt 
the  reality  of  what  appeared  so  convincin'^ly 
to  his  senses,  he  ••hilled  himself  on  the 
nistant,  not  without  hurry  and  trepidation; 
and,  putting  on  his  morninif  dress,  sallied 
forth  to  the  Bare,  in  order  to  deliberate  with 
aimself  on  the  important  intelligence  he  had 
received. 

Hatchway,  not  yet  fully  convinced  of  his 
sanity,  and  curious  to  know  tlie  purport  of 
tJ»e  letter  which  had  atfected  him  in  such  an 
extraordinary  manner,  carefully  attended  his 
footsteps  in  "this  excursion,  in  hope  of  being 
favoured  with  his  conridcnce,  in  the  course 
of  their  perambulation.  Our  hero  no  sooner 
appeared  at  the  street-door,  than  he  was 
saluted  by  the  messenger,  who  having  posted 
himself  m  the  way  for  that  purpose, — "God 
bless  your  noble  honour,  Squire  Pickle," 
cried  he,  "and  give  you  joy  of  succeeding 
to  your  fixther's  estate."  These  words  had 
scarce  proceeded  from  his  mouth,  when  the 
.ieutenant,  hopping  eagerly  towards  the 
countryman,  squeezed  his  hand  with  great 
affection,  and  asked  if  the  old  gentleman  liad 
actually  taken  his  departure!  "Aye,  Master 
Hatchway,"  replied  the  other,  "in  such  a 
woundy  liaste,  that  he  forgot  to  make  a 
will."  "Body  of  me!"  exclaimed  the  sea- 
man, "these  are  the  best  tidings  I  have  ever 
heard  since  I  tirst  went  to  sea.  Here,  my 
lad,  take  my  purse,  and  stow  thyself  choke- 
full  of  the  best  liquor  in  the  land."  So  say- 
ing, he  tipped  the  peasant  with  ten  pieces, 
luid  immediately  the  whole  place  echoed 
with  the  sound  of  Tom's  instrument.  Pere- 
grine, repairing  to  the  walk,  communicated 
the  billet  to  his  honest  friend,  who,  at  his 
desire,  went  forthwith  to  the  lodgings  of 
Captain  Gauntlet,  and  returned  in  less  than 
half  an  hour  with  that  gentleman,  who,  I 
need  not  say,  was  heartily  rejoiced  at  the 
occasion. 


CHAPTER  CIV. 

Peregrine  holds  a  consultation  with .  his 
friends,  in  consequence  of  which  lie  bids 
adieu  to  the  Fleet.  He  arrives  at  his 
father's  house,  and  asserts  his  right  of 
inheritance. 

Nor  did  oui'nero  keep  1  he  misanthrope  in 
Ignorance  of  this  hapi)y  turn  of  fortune: 
Pipes  was  dispatched  to  the  senior,  %vith  a 
message  requesting  liis  immctliate  presence; 
and  he  accordingly  appeared,  in  obedience  to 
the  summons,  growling  with  discontent  for 
having  been  deprived  of  several  hours  of  his 
natural  rest.  His  mouth  was  immediately 
stopped  with  the  letter,  at  wiiicii  he  smiled 
horrible  a  ghastly  grin ;  and  after  a  com- 


pliment of  gratulation,  they  entered  into 
close  divan,  about  the  measures  to  be  taken 
in  con.se<iuence  of  this  event. 

There  was  no  room  for  much  debate ;  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  that  Pickle  should 
set  out  with  all  possible  dispatch  for  tho 
garrison,  to  which  (iauntlet  and  Hatchway 
resolved  to  attend  him.  Pij)es  was  accord- 
ingly ordered  to  prepare  a  couple  of  posi- 
chaises,  while  Godfrey  went  to  procure  bail 
for  his  friend,  and  provide  them  with  money 
for  the  expense  of  the  expedition  ;  but  not 
before  he  was  desired  by  Peregrine  to  conceal 
this  piece  of  news  from  his  sister,  that  our 
youth  might  have  an  opportunity  to  surprise 
her  in  a  more  interesting  nuumer  after  he 
should  have  settled  his  allJiirs. 

All  these  previous  steps  being  taken,  in 
less  than  an  hour  our  hero  took  his  leave  of 
the  Fleet,  after  he  had  left  twenty  guineas 
with  the  warden  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
prisoners,  a  great  number  of  whom  convoyed 
iiim  to  the  gate,  pouring  forth  prayers  for  his 
long  life  and  prosperity  ;  and  ho  took  the 
road  to  the  garrison,  in  the  most  elevated 
transports  of  joy,  unalloyed  with  the  least 
mixture  of  grief  at  the  death  of  a  parent 
whose  paternal  tenderness  he  had  never 
known.  His  breast  was  absolutely  a  stranger 
to  that  boasted  irce^yx  or  instinct  of  affec- 
tion, by  which  the  charities  are  supposed  to 
subsist. 

Of  all  the  journeys  he  had  ever  made, 
this,  sure,  was  the  most  delightful ;  he  felt  all 
the  ecstasy  that  must  naturally  be  produced 
in  a  young  man  of  his  imagination,  from 
such  a  sudden  transition  in  point  of  circum- 
stances ;  he  found  himself  delivered  trom 
continement  and  disgrace,  without  beinc 
obliged  to  any  person  ujjon  earth  for  his  de- 
liverance ;  he  had  it  now  in  his  power  to 
retort  the  contempt  of  the  world  in  a  manner 
suited  to  his  most  sanguine  wish ;  he  was 
reconciled  to  his  friend,  and  enabled  to 
gratify  his  love,  even  upon  Ids  own  tern.s , 
and  saw  himself  in  possession  of  a  fortune 
more  ample  than  his  tirst  inheritance,  with  a 
stock  of  experience  that  would  steer  him 
clear  of  all  those  quicksands  among  which 
he  had  been  formerly  wrecked. 

In  the  middle  of  their  journey,  while  tliej 
halted  at  an  inn  for  a  short  refreshment  and 
change  of  horses,  a  postilion  running  up  to 
Peregrine  in  the  yard,  fell  at  his  feet,  clasped 
his  knees  with  great  eagerness  and  agitation, 
and  presented  to  him  the  individual  face  0} 
his  old  valet-de-ch;mibre.  The  youth  pen 
ceiviiig  him  in  such  an  abject  garb  and  atti 
tude,  commanded  him  to  rise  and  tell  the 
cause  of  such  a  miserable  reverse  in  liiy 
fortune.  Ujjon  which  Hadgi  gave  him  to 
understand,  that  ho  had  been  mined  by  hi.s 
wife,  who,  having  robbed  him  of  all  his  cash 
and  valuable  effects,  had  eloped  from  hi.s 
house  with  one  of  his  own  customers,  who 
appeared  in  the  character  of  a  French  count, 
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but  was  in  reality  no  other  tlian  an  Italian 
fiddler;  that,  in  consequence  of  this  retreat, 
he  (the  liusband)  was  disaliled  from  paying  a 
considerable  surn  which  he  had  set  apart  for 
his  wine-merchant,  who,  being  disappointed 
in  his  expectation,  took  out  an  execution 
against  his  etfects  :  and  the  rest  of  his  cre- 
ditors following  his  example,  hunted  him  out 
of  house  and  home :  so  that,  finding  )iis 
person  in  danger  at  London,  he  had  been 
obliged  to  escape  into  the  country,  shulking 
about  from  one  village  to  another,  till,  being 
quite  destitute  of  all  support,  he  had  under- 
taken his  present  office,  to  save  himself  from 
starving. 

Peregrine  listened  with  compassion  to  his 
lamentable  tale,  wliich  too  well  accounted 
for  his  not  appearing  in  the  Fleet,  with  offers 
of  service  to  his  master  in  distress  :  a  cir- 
cumstance that  Pickle  had  all  along  imputed 
to  his  avarice  and  ingratitude.  He  assured 
him,  that,  as  he  had  been  the  means  of 
throwing  in  his  way  the  temptation  to  which 
he  fell  a  sacrifice,  he  would  charge  liimself 
with  the  retrieval  of  his  affairs  ;  in  the  mean 
time,  he  made  him  taste  of  his  bounty,  and 
desired  him  to  continue  in  his  present  em- 
ployment until  he  should  return  from  the 
garrison,  when  he  would  consider  his  situa- 
tion, and  do  something  for  his  immediate 
relief. 

Hadgi  attempted  to  kiss  his  shoe,  and 
wept,  or  affected  to  weep,  with  sensibility,  at 
this  gracious  reception  ;  he  even  made  a 
merit  of  his  unwillingness  to  exercise  his  new 
occupation,  and  earnestly  begged  that  he 
might  be  allowed  to  give  immediate  attend- 
ance upon  his  dear  master,  from  whom  he 
could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  a  second 
parting.  His  entreaties  were  reinforced  by 
the  intercession  of  his  two  friends,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  Swiss  was  permitted 
to  follow  them  at  his  own  leisure,  while  they 
set  forwards,  after  a  slight  repast,  and 
reached  the  place  of  their  destination  before 
ten  o'clock  at  night. 

Peregrine,  instead  of  alighting  at  the  gar- 
rison, rode  straightway  to  his  father's  house  ; 
and  no  person  appearing  to  receive  him,  not 
even  a  servant  to  take  care  of  his  chaise,  he 
dismounted  without  assistance.  Being  fol- 
lowed  by  his  two  friends,  he  advanced  into 
the  hall,  where  perceiving  a  bell-rope,  he 
made  immediate  application  to  it,  in  such  a 
manner  as  brought  a  couple  of  footmen  into 
Ins  presence.  After  having  reprimanded 
ihcm  with  a  stern  look,  for  their  neglect  in 
point  of  attendance,  he  commanded  them  to 
show  him  into  an  aparttnent;  and  as  they 
seemed  unwilling  to  yield  obedience  to  his 
orders,  asked  if  they  did  not  belong  to  the 
'amily  ? 

One  of  tliem,  who  took  upon  himself  the 
office  of  spokesman,  replied  with  a  sullen  air, 
that  they  had  been  in  the  service  of  old  Mr 
I'lcWe,  and  now  that  he  was  dead,  thought 


themselves  bound  to  obey  nobody  but  their 
lady,  and  her  son  Mr  Gamaliel.  Thisdecla. 
ration  had  scarce  proceeded  from  his  mouth, 
when  our  hero  gave  them  to  understand,  that 
since  they  were  not  disposed  to  own  any 
other  master,  they  must  change  their  quarters 
immediately.  He  ordered  them  to  decamp 
without  further  preparation ;  and  as  they  stiiJ 
continued  restive,  they  were  kicked  out  of 
doors  by  the  captain  and  his  friend  Hatch 
way.  Squire  Gam,  wlio  overheard  ever3f 
thing  that  had  passed,  and  was  now  more 
than  ever  inflamed  with  that  rancour  which 
he  had  sucked  with  his  mother's  milk,  flew  tc 
the  assistance  of  his  adherents,  with  a  pistOi 
in  each  hand,  bellowing  thieves!  thieves: 
with  great  vociferation,  as  if  he  had  mistaken 
the  business  of  the  strangers,  and  actually 
believed  himself  in  danger  of  being  robbed. 
Under  this  pretence  he  discharged  a  piece 
at  his  brother,  who  luckily  escaped  the  shot, 
closed  with  him  in  a  moment,  and  wresting 
the  other  pistol  from  his  gripe,  turned  him 
out  into  the  court-yard,  to  the  consolation  of 
his  two  dependents. 

By  this  time,  Pipes  and  his  two  postiliona 
had  taken  possession  of  the  stables,  without 
being  opposed  by  the  coachman  and  his  depu- 
ty, who  quietly  submitted  to  the  authority 
of  their  new  sovereign  :  but  the  noise  of  the 
pistol  had  alarmed  Mrs  Pickle,  who,  running 
down  stairs,  with  the  most  frantic  appear- 
ance,  attended  by  two  maids  and  the  curate, 
who  still  maintained  his  place  of  chaplain 
and  ghostly  director  in  the  family,  would 
have  assaulted  our  hero  with  her  nails,  had 
not  she  been  restrained  by  her  attendants. 
Though  they  prevented  her  from  using  her 
hands,  they  could  not  hinder  her  from  exer- 
cising her  tongue,  which  she  wagged  against 
him  with  all  the  virulence  of  malice.  She 
asked  if  he  was  come  to  butcher  his  brother, 
to  insult  his  father's  corpse,  and  to  triumph 
in  her  afiiiction  1  She  bestowed  upon  hiin 
the  epithets  of  spendthrift,  jail-bird,  and  un. 
natural  ruffian  :  she  begged  pardon  of  Goo 
for  having  brought  such  a  monster  into  the 
world,  accused  him  of  having  brought  his 
father's  grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave; 
and  affirmed,  that,  were  he  to  touch  the  body, 
it  would  bleed  at  his  approach. 

Without  pretending  to  refute  the  arti- 
cles of  this  ridiculous  charge,  he  allowed  her 
to  ring  out  her  alarm;  and  then  calmly  re- 
plied, that  if  she  did  not  quietly  retire  to  her 
chamber,  and  behave  as  became  a  person  in 
her  present  situation,  he  should  insist  upon 
her  removing  to  another  lodgring  without  de- 
lay ;  for  he  was  determined  to  be  master  in 
his  own  family.  The  lady,  who,  in  all  proba- 
bility expected  that  he  would  endeavour  to 
appease  her  with  all  the  tenderness  of  filial 
submission,  was  so  much  exasperated  at  his 
cavalier  behaviour,  that  her  constitution  could 
not  support  the  transports  of  her  spirits 
and  she  was  carried  off  by  her  women  in 
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3t,  while  tlic  officious  clergyman  was  dis- 
niescd  after  his  pupil,  with  ail  the  circum- 
stances ot'di«graco. 

Our  hero  having  thus  made  hiu  quarters 
good,  took  possession  of  the  best  apartment 
in  the  house,  and  sent  notice  of  iiis  arrival 
to  Mr  Clover,  who,  with  his  wife,  visited 
him  in  less  tiian  an  hour,  and  was  not  a  little 
Hurprised  to  find  him  so  suddenly  settled  in 
his  father's  house.  The  meeting'  of  Julia 
and  her  brother  was  extremely  pathetic. 
She  had  always  loved  him  with  uncommon 
tenderness,  and  looked  upon  him  as  the  or- 
nament of  lier  family ;  but  she  had  heard  of 
his  extravagances  with  regret ;  and  though 
jslie  considered  the  stories  that  were  circu- 
lated at  his  expense  as  the  malicious  exag- 
gerations of  his  mother  and  her  darling  son, 
her  apprehension  had  been  grievously  alarmed 
by  an  account  of  his  imprisonment  and  dis- 
tress, which  had  been  accidentally  conveyed 
to  that  country  by  a  gentleman  from  London, 
who  had  been  formerly  of  his  acquaintance  ; 
she  could  not,  therefore,  without  the  most 
tenderemotionsofjoy,  see  him,  as  it  were,  re- 
stored to  his  rightftil inheritance,  and  re-estab- 
lished in  that  station  of  life  which  she  thought 
he  could  fill  with  dignity  and  importance. 

Aftertheir  mutual  expressions  of  affection, 
she  retired  to  her  mother's  chamber,  with  a 
view  to  make  a  second  offer  of  her  service  and 
Dttendance,  which  had  been  already  rejected 
with  scorn  since  her  father's  death  ;  while 
Peregrine  consulted  his  brother-in-lasv  about 
the  affairs  of  the  family,  so  far  as  they  had 
fallen  within  his  cognisance  and  observation. 

Mr  Clover  told  him,  that,  though  he  was 
never  favoured  with  the  confidence  of  the 
defunct,  he  knew  some  of  his  intimates,  who 
had  been  tampered  with  by  Mrs  Pickle,  and 
even  engaged  to  second  the  remonstrances 
by  which  she  had  often  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade her  hut^band  to  settle  his  aff"airs  by  a 
formal  will ;  but  that  he  had  from  time  to 
time  evaded  their  importunities  with  surpris- 
ing excuses  of  procrastination,  that  plainly 
appeared  to  be  the  result  of  invention  and 
design,  far  above  the  supposed  pitch  of  his 
capacity  ;  a  circumstance  from  which  Mr 
Clover  concluded,  that  the  old  gentleman 
imagined  his  life  would  not  have  been  secure, 
had  he  once  taken  such  a  step  as  would  have 
rendered  it  unnecessary  to  the  independence 
of  liis  second  son.  He  moreover  observed, 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  information,  he 
no  sooner  heard  of  Mr  Pickle's  death,  which 
liappened  at  the  club,  than  he  went  directly 
with  a  lawyer  to  his  house,  before  any  cabal  or 
conspiracy  could  be  formed  against  the  rightful 
heir;  and,  in  presence  of  witnesses  provided 
*<>r  the  purpose,  sealed  up  all  the  papers  of 
.he  deceased,  after  the  widow  had,  in  the  first 
iransports  of  her  sorrow  and  vexation,  fairly 
jwned  that  her  husband  lad  died  intestate. 

Peregnne  was  extrem  :'Iy  well  satisfied  at 
his  intelligence,  bv  which  ull  his  doubts  were 
2  V 


dispelled  ;  and  iiaving  cheerfully  supped  witii 
his  friends  on  a  cold  collation,  which  hi.s 
brother-in-law  had  brought  in  liis  chariot, 
they  retired  to  rest  in  different  chambers, 
atler  Julia  had  met  with  another  repulse 
from  her  capricious  mother,  whose  overflow- 
ing rage  had  now  subsided  into  the  former 
channel  of  calm  inveteracy. 

Next  morning  the  house  was  supplied  with 
some  servants  from  the  garrison,  and  prepa. 
rations  were  made  for  the  funeral  of  tiie  de- 
ceased. Gam  having  taken  lodgings  in  the 
neighbourhood,  came  with  a  chaise  and  cart 
to  demand  his  mother,  together  with  his  own 
clothes,  and  her  personal  effects. 

Our  hero,  though  he  would  not  suffer  him 
to  enter  the  door,  allowed  his  proposal  to  be 
communicated  to  the  widow,  who  eagerly 
embraced  the  opnorlunity  of  removing,  and 
was,  with  her  own  baggage,  and  that  of  her  be- 
loved son,  conveyed  to  tiie  place  which  he  had 
prepared  for  her  reception.  Thither  she  was 
followed  by  lior  woman,  who  was  desired  by 
Peregrine  to  assure  her  mistress,  that  until  a 
regular  provision  could  be  settled  upon  her 
she  might  command  him  in  point  of  money,  oi 
any  ol'ier  accommodation  in  his  power. 


CHAPTER  CV. 

He  performs  the  hist  offices  to  his  father 
and  returns  tn  London  upon  a  very  inter- 
esting  design. 

Suits  of  mourning  being  provided  for  him- 
self, his  friends,  and  adherents,  and  every 
other  previous  measure  taken  suitable  to  tiie 
occasion,  his  father  was  interred  in  a  private 
manner,  in  the  parish  church  ;  and  his  papers 
being  examined,  in  presence  of  many  persons 
of  honour  and  integrity,  invited"  for  tha; 
purpose,  no  will  was  "found,  oranyothe* 
deed,  in  favour  of  the  second  son.  though  it 
appeared,  by  the  marriage  settlement,  that 
the  widow  was  entitled  to  a  jointure  of  five 
hundred  pounds  a-year.  The  rest  of  the 
papers  consisted  of  East-India  bonds,  South 
Sea  annuities,  mortgages,  notes,  and  assign- 
ments, to  the  amount  of  fourscore  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  exclusive 
of  the  house,  plate,  and  furniture,  horses, 
equipage,  and  cattle,  and  the  garden  and 
park  adjacent,  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
This  was  a  sum  that  even  exceeded  his 
expectation,  and  could  not  fail  to  entertain 
his  fancy  with  the  most  agreeable  ideah. 
He  found  himself  immediately  a  man  of  vast 
consequence  among  his  country  neighbours 
who  visited  him  with  compliments  of  congrat- 
ulation, and  treated  him  with  such  respect 
as  would  have  effectually  spoilod  any  youn" 
man  of  his  disposition,  who  had  not  the  samtj 
advantages  of  experience  as  he  had  already 
purchased  at  a  very  extravagant  price.  Thus 
shielded  with  caution,  he  bore  his  prosperity 
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with  surprising  temperance  ;  every  body  was 
charmed  with  his  atiability  and  moderation. 
When  he  made  a  circuit  ronnd  tlic  gentle- 
men of  tiic  district,  in  order  to  .Tepay  tiie 
courtesy  which  ho  owed,  lie  was  caressed 
by  tiiem  with  uncoomon  assiduity,  and  advis- 
ed to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  county 
at  the  next  e  action,  which,  they  supposed, 
v/ould  soon  happen,  because  the  present 
member  was  in  a  declining  state  of  health. 
Nor  did  his  person  and  address  escape  un- 
heeded by  the  ladies,  many  of  whom  did  not 
scruple  to  spread  their  attractions  before  iiini, 
with  a  view  of  captivating  such  a  valuable 
prize;  nay,  such  an  impression  did  tliis  leg- 
acy make  upon  a  certain  peer,  who  resided 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  that  he  cultivated 
Pickle's  acquaintance  witli  great  eagerness, 
ind,  without  circumlocution,  offered  to  liirn 
,n  marriage  his  only  daugliter,  with  a  very 
considerable  fortune. 

Our  hero  expressed  himself  upon  this  oc- 
casion as  became  a  man  of  honour,  sensibility 
and  politeness  ;  and  frankly  gave  his  lordship 
to  understand,  that  his  licart  was  already 
engaged.  He  was  pleased  with  the  opportu- 
nit}^  of  making  such  a  sacrifice  to  his  passion 
for  Emilia,  which,  by  this  time,  inflamed  his 
thoughts  to  such  a  degree  of  impatience,  that 
he  resolved  to  depart  for  London  with  all 
possible  speed  ;  and  fur  that  purpose  indus- 
triously employed  almost  every  hour  of  his 
time  in  regulating  his  domestic  affairs.  He 
paid  off  all  his  father's  servants,  and  hired 
others,  at  the  recommendation  of  his  sister, 
who  promised  to  superintend  his  household  in 
his  absence  ;  he  advanced  the  first  half-yearly 
payment  of  his  mother's  jointure;  and  as  for 
his  brother  Gain,  he  gave  him  divers  oppor- 
tunities of  acknowledging  his  faults,  so  as  that 
lie  might  have  answered  to  his  own  con- 
science for  taking  any  step  in  his  favour ; 
but  that  young  gentleman  was  not  yet  suffi- 
ciently humbled  by  misfortune,  and  not  only 
forbore  to  make  any  overtures  of  peace,  but 
also  took  all  occasions  to  slander  the  conduct, 
and  revile  the  person,  of  our  hero,  being  in 
this  practice  comforted  and  abetted  by  his 
righteous  mamma. 

Every  thing  being  thus  settled  for  the  pres- 
ent, the  triunivirate  set  out  on  their  return 
to  town,  in  the  same  manner  with  that  in 
which  they  had  arrived  in  the  country,  ex- 
cept in  this  small  variation,  that  Hatchway's 
chaise  companion  was  now  the  valet-de- 
chambre  refitted,  instead  of  Pipes,  who,  with 
another  lacquey,  attended  them  on  horseback. 
When  they  had  performed  two-thirds  of  their 
way  to  London,  they  chanced  to  overtake  a 
country  squire,  on  his  return  from  a  visit  to 
one  of  his  neigiibours,  who  had  ente.-tained 
him  with  such  hospitality,  that,  as  the  lieu- 
tenant observed,  he  rolled  himself  almost 
gunwale  to  every  motion  of  his  horse,  which 
was  a  file  huntor;  and  when  the  chaises 
passed  him  at  full  speed,  he  sH  up  the  sports- 


man's halloo,  in  a  voice  that  sounded  liice 
a  French  horn,  clapping  spurs  to  Sorrel  at 
the  same  time,  in  order  to  keep  up  witli  the 
pace  of  the  machines. 

Peregrine,  who  was  animated  with  an  un- 
common  flow  of  spirits,  ordered  his  postilion 
to  proceed  more  softly  ;  and  entered  into 
conversation  with  the  stranger,  touching  tne 
make  and  mottle  of  his  horse,  upon  which  he 
descanted  with  so  much  learning,  that  the 
squire  was  astonished  at  his  knowledge. 
When  they  approached  his  habitation,  he 
invited  the  young  gentleman  and  his  compa- 
ny to  halt,  and  drink  a  bottle  of  his  ale  ;  and 
was  so  pressing  in  his  solicitation,  that  they 
complied  with  his  request.  He  accordingly 
conducted  them  through  a  spacious  avenue, 
that  extended  as  far  as  the  high  way,  to  the 
gate  of  a  large  chaleau,  of  a  most  noble  and 
venerable  appearance,  which  induced  them 
to  alight  and  view  the  apartments,  contrary 
to  their  first  intention  of  drinking  a  glass  of 
his  October  at  the  door. 

The  rooms  were  every  way  suitable  to  the 
magnificence  of  the  outside,  and  our  hero  im- 
agined they  had  made  a  tour  through  the 
whole  sweep,  when  the  landlord  gave  him 
to  understand,  that  they  had  not  yet  seen 
the  best  apartment  of  the  house,  and  imme- 
diately led  them  into  a  spacious  dining-room, 
which  Peregrine  did  not  enter  without  giving 
manifest  signs  of  uncommon  astonishment. 
The  pannels  all  round  were  covered  with 
portraits  at  full  length  by  Vandyke  ;  and  not 
one  of  them  appeared  without  a  ridiculous 
tie  periwig,  in  the  style  of  those  that  usually 
hang  over  the  shops  of  twopenny  barbers. 
The  strait  boots  in  wh.Nch  the  figures  had 
been  originally  painted,  and  the  other  cir 
cumstances  of  attitude  and  drapery,  so  incon 
sistent  with  this  monstrous  furniture  of  tht 
head,  exhibited  such  a  ludicrous  appearance, 
that  Pickle's  wonder  in  a  little  time  gave 
way  to  his  mirth,  and  he  was  seized  with  a 
violent  fit  of  laughter,  which  had  well  nigh 
deprived  him  of  his  breath. 

The  squire,  half  pleased  and  half  offended 
at  this  expression  of  ridicule, — "  I  know," 
said  he,  "  what  makes  you  laugh  so  wofully ; 
you  think  it  strange  to  zee  my  vorefathers 
ijooted  and  spurred,  with  huge  three-tailed 
perivv'igs  on  their  pates.  The  truth  of  the 
matter  is  this  :  I  could  not  abide  to  zee  the 
pictures  of  my  vamily  with  a  parcel  of  loose 
hair  hanging  about  t'r.eir  eyes,  like  zo  many 
colts  ;  and  zo  I  employed  a  painter  fellow 
from  Lundon  to  clap  decent  periwigs  upon 
their  skulls,  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  a-head, 
and  offered  him  three  shillings  a-piece  to 
furnish  each  with  a  Imr.dsomc  pair  of  shoes 
and  stockings :  hut  the  rascal,  thinking  1 
must  have  'cm  done  at  any  price  afler  their 
heads  were  covered,  haggled  with  me  for 
vour  shillings  a  picture ;  and  zo,  rather  than 
be  imposed  upon,  I  turned  him  off,  and  shull 
let  'em  stand   as  they  are,    till   some   morf 
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easonable  brother  of  the  brusli  comes  round 
.ho  countr}'." 

Pickle  commended  his  resohition,  tliough, 
iii  hia  heart,  lie  blessed  himselt'  from  sucli  a 
barbarous  Goth ;  and,  atlcr  they  had  des- 
patched two  or  three  bottles  of  his  beer,  they 
proceeded  on  their  journey,  and  arrived  in 
town  about  eleven  at  nii'ht. 


CHAPTER  THE  LAST. 

He  enjoys  an  interview  with  Emilia,  and 
makes  himself  ample  amends  for  all  the 
mortifications  of  his  life. 

Godfrey,  who  had  taken  leave  of  his  sister, 
on  pretence  of  making  a  short  excursion  with 
Peregrine,  whose  health  required  the  enjoy- 
ment of  fresh  air,  after  his  long  confinement, 
sent  a  message  to  her  that  same  night,  an- 
r.ouncing  his  arrival,  and  giving  her  notice 
liiat  he  would  breaktiist  with  her  next  morn- 
ing ;  when  he,  and  our  hero,  who  had  dress- 
ed himself  for  the  pur|)ose,  taking  a  hackney- 
coach,  repaired  to  her  lodging,  and  were 
introduced  into  a  parlour  adjoining  that  in 
which  the  tea-table  was  set.  Here  they  had 
not  waited  many  minutes  when  they  heard 
the  sound  of  feet  coming  down  stairs  ;  upon 
which  our  hero's  heart  began  to  beat  the 
alarm.  He  concealed  himself  behind  tlie 
screen,  by  the  direction  of  his  friend,  whose 
ears  being  saluted  with  Sophy's  voice  from  the 
next  room,  he  Hew  into  it  with  great  ardour, 
and  enjoyed  upon  lier  lips  the  sweet  trans- 
ports of  a  meeting  so  unexpected  ;  for  he  had 
left  her  in  her  father's  house  at  Windsor. 

Amidst  these  emotions,  he  had  almost  for- 
got the  situation  of  Peregrine  ;  when  Emilia, 
assuming  her  enchanting  air, — "  Is  not  this," 
said  she,  '*  a  must  provoking  scene  to  a  young 
woman  like  me,  who  am  doomed  to  wear  the 
willow,  by  the  strange  caprice  of  my  lover  ? 
Upon  my  word,  brother,  you  have  done  me 
infinite  prejudice,  in  promoting  this  jaunt 
with  my  obstinate  correspondent ;  who,  I 
suppose,  is  so  ravished  with  this  transient 
glimpse  of  liberty,  that  he  will  never  be  per- 
suaded to  incur  unnecessary  confinement  for 
the  future."  "  iMy  dear  sister,"  replied  the 
captain  tauntingly,  "  your  own  pride  set  him 
the  example  ;  so  you  must  e'en  stand  to  the 
consequence  of  his  imitation."  "  'Tis  a  hard 
case,  however,"  answered  the  fair  offender, 
*'  that  I  should  suffer  all  my  life  by  one  venial 
trespass.  Heigli  iio!  who  would  imagine 
that  a  sprightly  girl,  such  as  I,  with  ten 
thousand  pounds,  should  go  a-begging  ?  I 
have  a  good  mind  to  marry  the  next  person 
tliat  asks  me  the  question,  in  order  to  be  re- 
venged upon  tiiis  unyielding  humourist.  Did 
the  dear  fellow  discover  no  inclination  to  see 
me,  in  all  the  term  of  his  releasemont  ?  Well, 
if  ever  I  can  catch  the  fugitive  again,  he  shall 
sing  in  his  cage  for  life." 

Jl 


It  is  impossible  to  convey  to  the  reader  & 
just  idea  of  Peregrine's  transports,  while  'ae 
overheard  this  declaration  ;  vvluch  was  nc 
sooner  pronounced,  than,  unable  to  resist  c'.ie 
impetuosity  of  his  pa.^^sion,  he  sprung  from 
his  lurking  place,  exclaiming, — "Here  1  sur- 
render," and  rushing  into  her  presence,  was 
so  dazzled  with  her  beauty,  that  his  speech 
failed  :  he  was  fixed  like  a  statue  to  the 
Hoor  ;  and  all  his  faculties  were  absorbed  in 
admiration.  Indeed  she  was  now  in  the  full 
bloom  of  her  charms,  and  it  was  nearly  im- 
possible to  look  upon  her  without  emotion. 
What  then  must  have  been  the  ecstasy  ol 
our  youth,  whose  passion  was  whetted  with 
all  the  incitements  which  could  stimulate  the 
human  heart !  The  ladies  screamed  with  sur- 
prise at  his  appearance,  and  Emilia  under- 
went such  agitation  as  flushed  every  charm 
witli  irresistible  energy  ;  her  cheeks  glowed 
with  a  most  delicate  suffusion,  and  her 
bosom  heaved  with  such  bewitching  undula- 
tion, that  the  cambrick  could  not  conceal  or 
contain  the  snowy  hemispheres,  that  rose 
like  a  vision  of  paradise  to  his  view. 

While  he  was  almost  fainting  with  un- 
utterable delight,  she  seemed  to  sink  under 
the  tunuilts  of  tenderness  and  confusion ; 
when  our  hero,  perceiving  her  condition, 
obeyed  the  impulse  of  his  love,  and  circled 
the  charmer  in  his  arms,  without  suffering 
the  least  frown  or  symptom  of  displeasure. 
Not  all  the  pleasures  of  his  life  had  amounted 
to  the  ineffable  joy  of  this  embrace,  in  which 
he  continued  for  some  minutes  totally  en- 
tranced. He  fastened  upon  her  pouting  hps 
with  all  the  eagerness  of  rapture  ;  and, 
while  his  brain  seemed  to  whirl  round  with 
transport,  exclaimed  in  a  delirium  of  bliss, — 
"  Heaven  and  earth  !  this  is  too  much  to 
bear." 

Hia  imagination  was  accordingly  relieved, 
and  his  attention  in  some  measure  divided, 
by  the  interposition  of  Sophy,  who  kindly 
cliid  him  fur  his  having  overlooked  his  old 
friends :  thus  accosted,  lie  quitted  his  delicious 
armful,  and,  saluting  Mrs  Gauntlet,  asked 
pardon  for  his  neglect  ;  observing  that  such 
rudeness  was  excusable,  considering  the  long 
and  unhappy  exile  which  he  had  suffered 
from  the  jewel  of  his  soul.  Then  turning  to 
Emilia, — "I  am  come,  madam,"  saia  he, 
"to  claim  the  performance  of  your  promise, 
which  1  can  produce  under  your  own  fair 
hand  :  you  may,  therefore,  lay  aside  all 
supcrlluous  ceremony  and  shyness,  and 
crown  my  happiness  without  farther  delay  ; 
for,  upon  my  soul !  my  thoughts  are  wound 
up  to  the  last  pitch  of  expectation,  and  I 
shall  certainly  run  distracted,  if  I  am  doomed 
to  any  term  of  probation." 

His  mistress  having  by  this  time  recol- 
lected herself,  replied,  with  a  most  exhilarat- 
ing sinile, — "I  ought  to  punish  ycu  for  your 
obstinacy  with  the  mortification  of  a  twelve- 
mo.'ith's  trial ;    but  it  is  dangerous  to  tamper 
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with  an  admirer  of  your  disposition,  and 
therefore,  I  think  I  must  make  «ure  of  you 
while  it  is  in  my  power."  "  Yo.j  are  willing 
then  to  take  me  for  better  for  worse,  in 
presence  of  Heaven  and  these  witnesses?" 
cried  Peregrine  kneeling,  and  applying  her 
hand  to  his  lips.  At  this  interrogation,  her 
features  softened  into  an  amazing  expression 
of  condescending  love ;  and  while  she 
darted  a  side-giance  that  thrilled  to  his 
marrow,  and  heaved  a  sigh  more  soft  than 
Zephyr's  balmy  wing,  her  answer  was, — 
— '•  Why — ay — and  Heaven  grant  me  pa- 
tience to  bear  the  humours  of  such  a  yoke- 
fellow." "  And  may  the  same  powers," 
replied  the  youth,  "grant  me  life  and  oppor- 
timity  to  manifest  the  immensity  of  my  love. 
Meanwhile,  I  have  eighty  thousand  pounds, 
which  shall  be  laid  in  your  lap." 

So  saying,  he  sealed  the  contract  upon  her 
lips,  and  explained  the  mystery  of  his  last 
words,  which  had  begun  to  operate  upon  the 
wonder  of  the  two  sisters.  Sophy  was  agree- 
ably surprised  with  the  account  of  his  good 
fortune  ;  nor  was  it,  in  all  probability,  unac- 
ceptable to  tlie  lovely  Emilia  ;  though,  from 
this  information,  she  took  an  opportunity  to 
upbraid  her  admirer  with  the  inflexibility  of 
his  pride,  which,  she  scrupled  not  to  say, 
A'ould  have  baffled  all  the  suggestions  of  pass- 
ion, had  it  not  been  gratified  by  this  provi- 
dential event. 

Matters  being  thus  happily  matured,  the 
lover  begged  that  immediate  recourse  might 
DC  had  to  the  church,  and  his  happiness  as- 
certained before  night.  But  the  bride  objected 
with  great  vehemence  to  such  precipitation, 
being  desirous  of  her  mother's  presence  at 
the  ceremony  ;  and  she  was  seconded  in  her 
opinion  by  her  brother's  wife.  Peregrine, 
maddening  with  desire,  assaulted  her  with 
the  most  earnest  entreaties,  representing, 
that,  as  her  mother's  consent  was  already 
obtained,  there  was  surely  no  necessity  for  a 
delay,  that  must  infallibly  make  a  dangerous 
impression  upon  his  brain  and  constitution. 
He  fell  at  her  feet,  in  all  the  agony  of  impa- 
tience ;  swore  that  his  life  and  intellects 
would  actually  be  in  jeopardy  by  her  refusal ; 
and  when  she  attempted  to  argue  him  out  of 
his  demand,  began  to  rave  with  such  extra- 
vagance, that  Sophy  was  frightened  into  con- 
viction ;  and  Godfrey  enforcing  the  remon- 
strances of  his  friend,  the  amiable  Emilia 
was  teased  into  compliance. 

After  breakfast  tlie  bridegroom  and  his 
companion  set  out  for  the  Commons  for  a 
license,  having  first  agreed  upon  the  house 
at  which  the  ceremony  should  be  performed, 
m  the  lodgings  of  the  bride  ;  and  the  permiss- 
ion bemg  obtained,  they  found  means  to  en- 
gage a  clergyman,  who  undertook  to  attend 
them  at  their  own  time  and  place.  Then  a 
ring  was  purchased  for  the  occasion  ;  and 
'.hey  went  in  search  of  the  lieutenant,  with 
^hom  they  dined  at  a  tavern,  and  not  oniy 


made  him  acquainted  with  tlie  steps  theyhai 
taken,  but  desired  tliat  he  would  stand  god 
father  to  the  bride  ;  an  employment  wliicb 
Jack  accepted  with  demonstrations  of  parti- 
cular  satisfaction  ;  till  chancing  to  look  into 
the  street,  and  seeing  Cadwallader  approach 
the  door,  in  consequence  of  a  message  they 
had  sent  to  him  by  Pipes,  he  declined  ilia 
office  in  favour  of  the  senior;  who  was  accord- 
ingly ordained  for  that  purpose,  on  the  sup- 
position that  such  a  mark  of  regard  migiit 
facilitate  his  concurrence  with  a  match, 
which  otherwise  he  would  certainly  oppose, 
as  he  was  a  professed  enemy  to  wedlock,  and, 
as  yet,  ignorant  of  Peregrine's  intention. 

After  having  congratulated  Pickle  upon  his 
succession,  and  shook  his  two  friends  by  the 
hand,  the  misanthrope  asked  whose  mare 
was  dead,  that  he  was  summoned  in  such  a 
plaguy  liurry  from  his  dinner,  which  he 
had  been  fain  to  gobble  up  like  a  cannibal  I 
Our  hero  gave  him  to  understand  that 
they  had  made  an  appointment  to  drink 
tea  with  two  agreeable  ladies,  and  were 
unwilling  that  he  should  lose  the  opportunity 
of  enjoying  an  entertainment  wiiich  he 
loved  so  much.  Crabtree,  shrivelling  up  his 
face  like  an  autumn  leaf  at  this  intnnation 
cursed  his  complaisance,  and  swore  liiej 
should  keep  their  assignation  without  him  . 
for  he  and  lechery  had  shook  hands  man> 
years  ago. 

The  bridegroom,  however,  likening  him 
unto  an  old  coachman,  who  still  delights  in 
the  smack  of  the  whip,  and  dropping  some 
flattering  hints  of  his  manhood,  even  at  thess: 
years,  he  was  gradually  prevailed  upon  to 
accompany  them  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  : 
where,  being  ushered  into  a  dining-room, 
they  had  not  waited  three  minutes,  when 
they  were  joined  by  the  parson,  who  had  ob- 
served the  hour  with  great  punctuality. 

This  gentleman  no  sooner  entered  the 
room,  than  Cadwallader,  in  a  whisper  to 
Gauntlet,  asked  if  that  was  not  the  cock- 
bawd  1  and,  before  the  captain  could  make 
any  reply, — "  What  an  unconscionable 
whoremasterthe  rogue  is  !"  said  he:  "scarce 
discharged  from  confinement,  and  sweetened 
with  a  little  fresh  air,  when  he  wenches  with 
a  pimp  in  canonicals  in  his  pay."  The  door 
again  opened,  and  Emilia  broke  in  upon  thera 
with  such  dignity  of  mien,  and  divinity  of 
aspect,  as  inspired  every  spectator  with  ai?- 
tonishment  and  admiration.  The  lieutenant, 
who  had  not  seen  her  since  her  charms  were 
ripened  into  such  perfection,  expressed  his 
wonder  and  approbation  in  an  exclamation  of 
— "  Add's  zooks  !  what  a  glorious  galley  !" 
and  the  misanthrope's  visage  was  instan'Iv 
metamorphosed  into  the  face  of  a  mountain 
goat.  He  licked  his  lips  instinctively,  snuff'- 
ed  the  air,  and  squinted  with  a  most  horrid 
obliquity  of  vision. 

The  bride  and  her  sister  being  seated,  and 
Hatchway  having  renewed  his  acquaintance 
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with  the  former  wlio  recoijuisod  him  witli 
particular  civility,  Porcgriue  withdrew  into 
another  apartment  witii  hid  friend  Crubtree, 
to  whom  he  imparted  the  design  of  this  meet- 
ing; wliich  tiiu  latter  no  sooner  understood, 
than  he  attempted  to  retreat,  without  mak- 
ing any  other  reply  than  that  ot' — '*  Pshaw  I 
rot  your  matrimony  !  can't  you  put  your  neck 
in  the  noose  without  jny  being  a  witness 
of  your  folly  !" 

The  young  gentleman,  in  order  to  vanquish 
this  aversion,  stepped  to  the  door  of  the  next 
room,  and  begged  the  favour  of  speaking  with 
Emilia,  to  whom  he  introduced  the  testy  old 
oachelor,  as  one  of  his  particular  friends,  wiio 
desired  to  have  the  lionour  of  giving  her 
away.  The  bewitching  smile  with  which  she 
received  iiis  salute,  and  granted  his  request, 
at  once  overcame  the  disapprobation  of  the 
misanthrop<5,  who,  with  a  relaxation  in  his 
countenance,  which  had  never  been  perceived 
befc  lynto  "nnt,  thanked  her  in  the  most  po- 
l  i\daf^*^^''i  an  agreeable  mark  of  dis- 

11.  ..i<...^cordingly  led  her  into  the  din- 

ing room,  where  the  ceremony  was  performed 
without  delay  ;  and  after  the  husband  had  as- 
serted his  prerogative  on  her  lips,  the  whole 
company  saluted  her  by  the  name  of  Mrs 
Pickle. 

I  shall  leave  the  sensible  reader  to  judge 
what  passed  at  this  juncture  within  the 
bosoms  of  the  new-married  couple  ;  Pere- 
grine's heart  was  filled  with  inexpressible 
ardour  and  impatience;  while  the  transports 
of  the  bride  were  mingled  with  a  dash  of  dif- 
fidence and  apprehension.  Gauntlet  saw  it 
would  oe  too  much  for  oom,  to  Dear  their 
present  tantalising  situation  till  night,  with- 
out some  amusement  to  divert  their  thoughts  ; 
and  therefore  proposed  to  pass  part  of  the 
evening  at  the  public  entertainments  in  Mary- 
bone  gardens,  which  were  at  that  time  fre- 
quented by  the  best  company  in  town.  Tiie 
scheme  was  relished  by  the  discreet  Sophy, 
who  saw  the  meaning  of  the  proposal,  and 
the  bride  submitted  to  the  persuasion  of  her 
sister  ;  so  that,  after  tea,  two  coaches  were 
called,  and  Peregrine  was  forcibly  separated 
from  his  charmer  during  the  conveyance. 

The  new-married  couple  and  their  com- 
pany having  made  shift  to  spend  the  evening, 
and  supped  on  a  slight  collation  in  one  of  the 
boxes.  Peregrine's  patience  was  almost  quite 
exhausted  :  and  taking  Godfrey  aside,  he  im- 
parted his  intention  to  witlidraw  in  private 
from  the  sea-wit  of  his  friend  Hatchway, 
who  would  othenvise  retard  his  bliss  with 
unseasonable  impediments,  which,  at  present, 
he  could  not  possibly  bear.  Gauntlet,  who 
sympathised  with  his  impatience,  undertook 
to  intoxicate  the  lieutenant  with  bumpers  to 
the  joy  of  the  bride,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
desired  Sophy  to  retire  with  his  sister,  under 
the  auspices  ofCadwallader,  who  promised  to 
squire  them  home. 

The  ladies  were  accordino-lv  conducted  to 


the  coach,  and  Jack  proposed  to  the  captain, 
that,  for  tlie  sake  of  the  joke,  the  bridegrooiu 
sliould  be  plijed  with  liquor,  in  such  a  manner 
as  would  eti'octually  disable  him  from  enjoy 
ing  the  fruits  of  his  good  fortune  for  one 
night  at  least.  Gauntlet  seemed  to  relish  the 
scheme,  and  they  prevailed  upon  Pickle  t«^ 
accompany  them  to  a  certain  tavern,  on  pre- 
tence  of  drinking  a  farewell  glass  to  a  smgie 
life ;  there  the  bottle  was  circulated,  till 
Hatchway's  brain  began  to  sufler  innovation. 
As  he  had  secured  our  hero's  hat  and  sword, 
he  felt  no  apprehension  of  an  elopement, 
which,  however,  was  effected  ;  andtheyoutli 
hastened  on  the  wings  of  love  to  the  arms  of 
his  enchanting  bride.  He  found  Crabtree  in 
a  parlour  waiting  ft)r  his  return,  and  disposed 
to  entertain  him  with  a  lecture  upon  temper- 
ance; to  which  lie  paid  very  little  attention, 
but  ringing  for  Emilia's  maid,  desired  to 
know  if  her  mistress  was  a-bed.  Being  a'l- 
swered  in  the  atfirmative,  he  sent  her  U]t 
stairs  to  announce  his  arrival,  undressed  him- 
self to  a  loose  gown  and  slippers,  and  wish- 
ing the  misanthrope  good  night,  at\er  having 
desired  to  see  him  next  day,  followed  in  per- 
son to  the  delicious  scene,  where  ho  found 
her  elegantly  dished  out,  the  fairest  daughter 
of  chastity  and  love. 

When  he  approached,  she  was  overwhelm- 
ed with  confusion,  and  hid  her  lovely  face 
from  his  transporting  view.  Mrs  Gauntlet, 
seeing  his  eyes  kindled  at  the  occasion 
kissed  her  charming  sister,  who,  throwing 
her  snowy  arms  about  her  neck,  would  have 
detained  her  in  the  room,  had  not  Peregrine 
gently  disengaged  her  confidant  from  her  em- 
brace,  and  conducted  her  trembling  to  the 
door  ;  which  having  bolted  and  barricadoed, 
he  profited  by  his  good  fortune,  and  his  feli- 
city was  perfect. 

Next  day  he  rose  about  noon,  and  found 
his  three  friends  assembled,  when  he  learned 
that  Jack  had  fallen  in  his  own  snare,  an;l 
been  obliged  to  lie  in  the  same  tavern  where 
he  fell  ;  a  circumstance  of  which  he  was  so 
much  ashamed,  that  Peregrine  and  his  wife 
escaped  many  jokes,  which  he  would  have 
certainly  cracked,  had  he  not  lain  under  the 
imputation  of  this  disgrace.  In  half  an  hour 
after  he  came  down,  Mrs  Pickle  appeared  with 
Sophy,  blushing  like  Aurora,  or  the  goddess 
of  health,  and  sending  forth  emanations  of 
beauty  unparalleled  ;  she  was  complimented 
upon  her  change  of  situation  by  all  present, 
and  by  none  more  warmly  than  by  old  Crab- 
tree,  who  declared  himself  so  well  satisfied 
with  his  friend's  good  fortune,  as  to  be  almost 
reconciled  to  that  institution,  against  winch 
he  had  declaimed  during  the  best  part  of  hia 
life. 

An  express  was  immediately  dispatched  to 
Mrs  Gauntlet  with  an  account  of  her  daugh- 
ter's  marriage  ;  a  town-house  was  hired,  and 
a  handsome  equipage  sot  up,  in  which  the 
new    married    pair  appeared  at  all    nublick 
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places,  to  the  astonishir.ent  of  our  adventurer's 
fair-weather  friends,  and  the  admiration  of 
all  the  world  ;  for,  in  point  of  figure,  such 
another  couple  was  not  to  be  found  in  the 
whole  united  kingdom.  Envy  despaired,  and 
detraction  was  struck  dumb,  when  our  hero's 
new  accession  of  fortune  was  consigned  to  the 
celebration  of  public  fame  ;  Emilia  attracted 
the  notice  of  all  observers,  from  the  pert 
templar  to  the  sovereign  himself,  who  was 
pleased  to  bestow  encomiums  upon  the  excel- 
lence of  her  beauty.  Many  persons  of  con- 
sequence, who  had  dropped  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Peregrine  in  the  beginning  of  his 
decline,  now  made  open  efforts  to  cultivate 
his  friendship  anew  ;  but  he  discouraged  all 
these  advances  with  the  most  mortifying  dis- 
dain ;  and  one  day,  when  the  nobleman 
whom  he  had  formerly  obliged  came  up  to 
nim  in  the  drawing-room,  with  the  salutation 
of — "  Yourservant,  Mr  Pickle,"  he  eyed  him 
v^'ith  a  look  of  ineffable  contempt,  saying, — 
•  i  Bunposc  your  lordship  in  mistaken  in  your 


man,"   and  turned   his  head  another  way,  ir 
presence  of  the  whole  court. 

When  he  had  made  a  circuit  round  all  the 
places  frequented  by  the  beau  monde,  to  th? 
utter  confusion  of  those  against  whom  his  re. 
sentment  was  kindled,  paid  off  his  debts,  ard 
settled  his  money-matters  in  town.  Hatch- 
way was  dismissed  to  the  country,  in  order 
to  prepare  for  the  reception  of  his  fair  Emi- 
lia.  In  a  few  days  after  his  departure,  the 
whole  company  (Cadwallader  himself  in- 
eluded)  set  out  for  his  father's  house,  and,  in 
their  way,  took  up  Mrs  Gauntlet,  the  mother, 
who  was  sincerely  rejoiced  to  see  our  here 
in  the  capacity  of  her  son-in-law.  From  her 
habitation  they  proceeded  homewards  at  an 
easy  pace,  and,  amidst  the  acclamations  of 
the  whole  parish,  entered  their  own  house 
where  Emilia  was  received  in  the  most  tender 
manner  by  Mr  Clover's  wife,  who  had  pro- 
vided every  thing  for  her  ease  and  accommo. 
dation,  and,  next  day,  surrendered  id  i  hei 
the  management  of  her  own  househoo    drini,;^ 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Some    sage    observations    that    naturally 
introauce  our  important  history. 

Cahdinal  de  Retz  very  judiciously  ob- 
serves, that  all  historians  must  of  necessity 
be  subject  to  mistakes  in  explaining  the 
motives  of  those  actions  they  record,  unless 
tliey  derive  their  intelligence  from  the  candid 
confession  of  the  person  whose  character 
'.hey  represent;  and  that,  of  consequence, 
every  man  of  importance  ought  to  write  his 
own  memoirs,  provided  lie  has  honesty 
enough  to  tell  the  truth,  without  suppressing 
any  circumstance  that  may  tend  to  the  in- 
formation of  tiie  reader.  Tliis,  however,  is 
a  requisite  that,  I  am  afraid  would  be  very 
rarely  found  among  the  number  of  those  who 
exhibit  their  own  portraits  to  the  public ;  in- 
deed, I  will  venture  to  say,  that,  how  upright 
soever  a  man's  intentions  may  be,  he  will,  in 
the  performance  of  such  a  task,  bo  some- 
times misled  by  his  own  phantasy,  and  re- 
present objects,  as  they  appeared  to  him, 
through  the  mists  of  prejudice  and  passion. 

An  unconcerned  reader,  when  he  peruses 
the  history  of  two  competitors  who  lived 
.wo  thousand  years  ago,  or  who  perhaps 
never  had  existence,  except  in  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  author,  cannot  help  interesting 
himself  in  the  dispute,  and  espousing  one 
side  of  the  (^ntest,  with  all  the  zeal  of  a 
warm  adherent.  What  wonder  then  that 
we  should  be  heated  in  our  own  concerns, 
review  our  actions  with  the  same  self-ap- 
probation that  they  had  formerly  acquired, 
nnd  recommend  them  to  the  world  with  all 
the  enthusiasm  of  paternal  affection? 

Supposing  this  to  be  the  case,  it  was 
lucky  for  tlie  cause  of  historical  truth  that 
BO  many  pens  have  been  drawn  by  writers 
who  could  not  be  suspected  of  such  partiality ; 
tnd  that  many  great  personages,  among  the 


ancients  as  well  as  moderns,  either  woul  1 
not  or  could  not  entertain  the  public  with 
their  own  memoirs.  From  this  want  of  in- 
clination or  capacity  to  write  in  our  hero 
himself,  the  undertaking  is  now  left  to  me 
of  transmitting  to  posterity  the  remarkable 
adventures  of  Ferdinand  Count  Fathom ; 
and  by  the  time  the  reader  shall  have  glanced 
over  the  subsequent  sheets,  I  doubt  not  but 
he  will  bless  God  that  the  adventurer  was 
not  his  own  historian. 

Tliis  mirror  of  modern  chivalry  was  none 
of  those  who  owe  their  dignity  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  their  birth,  and  are  con- 
secrated from  the  cradle  for  the  purposes  of 
greatness,  merely  because  they  are  the 
accidental  children  of  wealth.  lie  was  heir 
to  no  visible  patrimony,  unless  we  reckon  a 
robust  constitution,  a  tolerable  appear- 
ance, and  an  uncommon  capacity,  as  the 
advantages  of  inheritance.  If  the  compari- 
son obtains  in  this  point  of  consideration,  ho 
was  as  much  as  any  man  indebted  to  his  pa 
rents;  and  pity  it  was,  that,  in  the  sequel  of 
his  fortune,  he  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
manifesting  his  filial  gratitude  and  regard. 
From  this  agreeable  act  of  duty  to  his  sire,, 
and  all  those  tendernesses  that  are  recipro- 
cally enjoyed  betwixt  the  father  and  the  son, 
he  was  unhappily  excluded  by  a  small  cir- 
cumstance, at  which,  however,  he  was  never 
heard  to  repine.  In  short,  had  he  been 
brought  forth  in  the  fabulous  ages  of  the 
world,  the  nature  of  his  origin  might  have 
turned  to  his  account;  he  might,  like  other 
heroes  of  antiquity,  have  laid  claim  to  di- 
vine extraction,  without  running  the  risk,  of 
being  claimed  by  any  earthly  father.  Not 
that  Ills  parents  had  any  reason  to  disown 
or  renounce  their  offspring,  or  that  there  was 
anything  preternatural  in  the  circumstances 
of  his  generation  and  birth;  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  from  the  beginning  a  child  of  pro- 
misincr  parts,   and  in  due   course   of  nature 
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ushered  into  the  world  amidst  a  whole  crowd 
of  witnesses;  but  that  he  was  acknowledged 
by  no  mortal  sire,  solely  proceeded  from  the 
uncertainty  of  his  mother,  whose  affections 
were  so  dissipated  among  a  number  of  ad- 
mirers, that  she  could  never  pitch  upon  the 
person  from  whose  loins  our  liero  sjtrung. 

Over  and  above  this  important  doubt  under 
winch  he  was  begotten,  other  particularities 
attended  his  birth,  and  seemed  to  mark  him 
out  as  something  uncommon  among  the  sons 
of  men.  He  was  brought  forth  in  a  wagon, 
and  might  be  said  to  be  literally  a  native  of 
two  different  countries;  for,  though  he  first 
saw  the  light  in  Holland,  he  was  not  born 
till  after  the  carriage  arrived  in  Flanders  ;  so 
that,  all  these  extraordinary  circumstances 
considered,  the  task  of  determining  to  what 
government  he  naturally  owed  allegiance, 
would  be  at  least  as  difficult  as  that  of  ascer- 
taining the  so-much-contcsted  birth-place  of 
Homer. 

Certain  it  is,  the  count's  mother  was  an 
Englishwoman,  who,  after  having  been  five 
'imes  a  widow  in  one  campaign,  was,  in  the 
.ast  year  of  the  renowned  Marlborough's 
command,  numbered  among  the  baggage  of 
the  allied  army,  which  she  still  accompanied, 
through  pure  benevolence  of  spirit,  supply- 
mg  the  ranks  with  the  refreshing  streams 
Df  choice  Geneva,  and  accommodating  in- 
dividuals with  clean  linen,  as  the  emergency 
of  their  occasions  required;  nor  was  her 
philanthropy  altogether  confined  to  such 
ministration;  she  abounded  with  "  the  milk 
of  human  kindness,"  which  flowed  plenti- 
fully among  her  fellow-creatures  ;  and  to 
every  son  of  jNIars  who  cultivated  her  favour, 
she  liberally  dispensed  her  smiles,  in  order 
to  sweeten  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  field. 

And  here  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  anticipate 
the  remarks  of  the  reader,  who,  in  the 
chastity  and  excellency  of  his  conception, 
may  possibly  exclaim, — "  Good  Heaven  ! 
will  these  authors  never  reform  their  imagi- 
nations, and  lift  their  ideas  from  the  obscene 
objects  of  low  life  ?  Must  the  public  be 
again  disgusted  with  the  grovelling  adven- 
turers  of  a  wagon  7  Will  no  writer  of 
genius  draw  his  pen  in  the  vindication  of 
taste,  and  entertain  us  with  the  agreeable 
cliaracters,  the  dignified  conversation,  the 
poignant  repartee,  in  short,  the  genteel 
comedy,  of  the  polite  world?" 

Have  a  little  patience,  gentle,  delicate, 
Eublime  critic  ;  you,  I  doubt  not,  are  one  of 
those  consummate  connoisseurs,  who,  in  their 
purifications,  let  humour  evaporate,  while 
■they  endeavour  to  preserve  decorum,  and 
polish  wit,  until  the  edge  of  it  is  quite  worn 
off;  or,  perhaps,  of  that  class,  who,  in  the 
Bapience  of  taste,  are  disgusted  with  those 
very  flavours  in  the  productions  of  their  own 
country,  which  have  yielded  isfinite  delecta- 
ion  to  their  faculties  when  imported  from 


another  clime,  and  damn  an  author  in  des 
pite  of  all  precedent  and  prescription  ; — who 
extol  the  writmgs  of  Petronius  Arbiter,  read 
with  rapture  the  amorous  sallies  of  Ovid'a 
pen,  and  chuckle  over  the  story  of  Lucian's 
ass :  yet,  if  a  modern  author  presumes  to 
relate  the  progress  of  a  simple  intrigue,  are 
shocked  at  the  indecency  and  innnorality 
of  the  scene ; — who  delight  in  following 
Guzman  d'Alfarache  through  all  the  mazes 
of  squalid  beggary  ;  who  with  pleasure  ac- 
company Don  Quixotte  and  his  squire  in  the 
lowest  paths  of  fortune ;  who  are  diverted 
with  the  adventures  of  Scarrcn's  ragged 
troop  of  strollers ;  and  highly  entertained 
with  the  servile  situations  of  Gil  Bias.;  ve<", 
when  a  character  in  humble  life  occasiouci.'ly 
occurs  in  a  performance  of  our  own  growth  / 
exclaim  with  an  air  of  disgust, — "  Was  / 
ever  any  thing  so  mean  !  sure  this  writer  ,' 
must  have  been  very  conversant  with  the  ( 
lowest  scenes  of  life  !" — who,  when  Swift  or  | 
Pope  represent  a  coxcomb  in  the  act  of 
swearing,  scruple  not  to  laugh  at  the  ridi- 
culous execrations  ;  but,  in  a  less  reputed 
author,  condemn  the  use  of  such  profane 
expletives  ; — who  eagerly  explore  the  jokes 
of  Rabelais  for  amusement,  and  even  extract 
humour  from  the  dean's  description  of  a 
lady's  dressing  room  ;  yet,  in  a  production 
of  these  days,  unstamped  with  such  venera- 
ble names,  will  stop  their  noses,  with  all  the 
signs  of  loathing  and  abhorrence,  at  a  bare 
mention  of  the  china  chamber-pot ; — whc 
applauded  Catullus,  Juvenal,  Persius,  and 
Lucan,  for  their  spirit  in  lashing  the  greatest 
names  of  antiquity ;  yet  when  a  British 
satirist,  of  this  generation,  has  courage  ^ 
enough  to  call  in  question  the  talents  of  a/, 
pseudo-patron  in  power,  accuse  him  of  in- 
solence, rancour,  and  scurrility. 

If  such  you  be,  courteous  reader,  I  say 
again,  have  a  little  patience;  for  your  enter- 
tainment we  are  about  to  write.     Our  hero 
shall,  with  all   convenient  dispatch,  be  gra- 
dually sublimed  into  those  splendid  connex- 
ions of  which  you  are  enamoured  ;  and  God 
forbid  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  nature  of    j 
his  extraction  should  turn  to  his  prejudice  iii-H 
a  land  of  freedom  like  this,  where  individuals    I 
are  every  dny  ennobled  in   consequence  of     l 
their  own    qualifications,  without  the   least     \ 
retrospective  regard  to  the  rank  or  merit  of     1 
their  ancestors.     Yes,  refined  reader,  we  are      I 
hastening  to  that  goal  of  perfection,  where 
satire  dares  not  show  her  fac(^  where  nature 
is  castigated  almost  even  to  still  life;  where 
humour  turns  changeling,  and  slavers  in  ai' 
insipid  grin  ;    where  wit  is  volatilized  into  a 
mere  vapour;  where  decency,  divested  of  ai'i 
substance,    hovers    about    like    a    fantastic 
shadow;  where  the  salt  of  genius,  escaping, 
leaves  nothing  put  pure  and  simple  phlen;^m, 
and  the   inoffensive  pen  for  ever  drops  th€ 
mild  manna  of  soul  sweetening  praise. 
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A  superficial  view  of  our  heroes  infancy. 

Havino  thus  bespoken  tlie  indiiltrcnce  of 
Dur  guests,  let  us  now  produce  tlio  particulars 
of  our  entertainment,  and  speedily  conduct 
ouf  adventurer  throujjii  the  stage  of  infancy, 
whicli  h-eldom  teems  with  interesting  in- 
cidents. 

As  the  occupations  of  his  mother  would 
not  conveniently  permit  lier  to  suckle  this 
her  first-born  at  her  own  breast,  and  those 
happy  ages  were  now  no  more  in  which  the 
charge  of  nursing  a  child  might  be  letl  to  the 
next  goat  or  she-wolf,  she  resolved  to  im- 
prove upon  the  ordinances  of  nature,  and 
foster  him  with  a  juice  nuich  more  energetic 
than  the  milk  of  goat,  wolf,  or  woman  :  this 
was  no  other  than  that  delicious  nectar, 
which,  as  we  have  already  hinted,  she  so 
..ordially  distributed  from  a  small  cask  that 
hung  before  her,  depending  from  her  shoul- 
ders by  a  leathern  zone.  Thus  determined, 
ere  he  was  yet  twelve  days  old,  she  inclosed 
him  in  a  canvas  knapsack,  which,  being  ad- 
justed to  her  neck,  fell  down  upon  her  back, 
and  balanced  the  cargo  that  rested  on  her 
bosom. 

There  arc  not  wanting  those  who  affirm, 
that,  while  her  double  charge  was  carried 
about  in  this  situation,  her  keg  was  furnished 
with  a  long  and  slender  iiexible  tube,  which, 
when  tlie  child  began  to  be  clamorous,  she 
conveyed  into  his  mouth,  and  straight  he 
stilled  himself  with  sucking;  but  this  we 
consider  as  an  extravagant  assertion  of  those 
who  mix  the  marvellous  in  all  their  narra- 
tions, because  we  cannot  conceive  how  the 
tender  organs  of  an  infant  could  digest  such 
a  fiery  beverage,  which  never  fails  to  dis- 
compose the  constitutions  of  the  most  hardy 
and  robust :  we  therefore  conclude,  that  the 
use  of  this  potation  was  more  restrained, 
and  that  it  was  with  simple  element  diluted 
into  a  composition  adapted  to  his  taste  and 
years.  Be  this  as  it  will,  he  certainly  was 
indulged  in  the  use  of  it  to  such  a  degree  as 
would  have  effectually  obstructed  his  future 
fortune,  bad  not  he  b(!en  happily  cloved  with 
the  repetition  of  the  same  fare,  for  which  he 
conceived  the  utmost  detestation  and  abhor- 
rence, rejecting  it  with  loathing  and  disgust, 
like  those  choice  spirits,  who,  having  been 
crammed  with  religion  in  their  childhood, 
renounce  it  in  their  youth,  among  other  ab- 
surd prejudices  of  education. 

While  he  thus  dangled  in  a  state  of  suspen- 
sion, a  German  trooper  was  transiently  emit 
with  the  charms  of  his  mother,  who  listened 
to  his  honourable  addresses,  and  once  more 
received  the  silken  bonds  of  matrimony; 
ihfi  ceremony  having  been  performed,  as 
a*ual,  at  the  drum-head.     The  ladv  had  no 


sooner  taken  possession  of  her  new  name 
than  she  bestowed  it  upon  her  son,  who  was 
thenceforward  distinguished  by  the  appella- 
tion of  Ferdinand  de  Fadom  ;  nor  was  the 
husband  otiended  at  this  presumption  in  his 
wile,  which  he  not  only  considered  as  a  proof 
of  her  affection  and  esteem,  but  also  aH  a 
compliment,  by  which  he  might  in  time  ac- 
quire the  credit  of  being  llie  real  father  Oi 
such  a  hopefid  child. 

Notwithstanding  this  new  engagement 
with  a  foreigner,  our  hero's  inctlier  still  ex- 
ercised the  virtues  of  her  calling  among  the 
English  troops  ;  so  much  was  she  biassed 
by  that  laudable  partiality  which,  as  Horace 
observes,  the  iiatalc sohtmgcneY'dWy  inspires: 
indeed  this  inclination  was  enforced  by 
another  reason,  that  did  not  fail  to  influence 
her  conduct  in  this  particular;  all  her  know- 
ledge of  the  High  Dutch  language  consisted 
in  some  words  of  traflic  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  practice  of  her  vocation,  together  with 
sundry  oaths  and  terms  of  reproach,  that 
kept  her  customers  in  awe  ;  so  tiiat,  except 
among  her  own  countrymen,  she  could  not 
indulge  that  propensity  to  conversation,  for 
whicli  she  had  been  remarkable  from  her 
earliest  years.  Nor  did  this  instance  of  her 
affection  fail  of  turning  to  her  account  in  the 
sequel  :  she  was  promoted  to  the  office  of 
cook  to  a  regimental  mess  of  officers  ;  and, 
before  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  was  actually  in 
possession  of  a  sntlling-tent,  pitched  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  gentlemen  in  the 
army. 

Meanwhile,  Ferdinand  improved  apace  in 
tl:e  accomplishments  of  infancy;  his  beauty 
was  conspicuous,  and  his  vigour  so  uncom- 
mon, that  he  was  with  justice  likened  unto 
Hercules  in  the  cradle:  the  friends  of  his 
father-in-law  dandled  him  on  their  knees, 
while  he  played  with  their  whiskers,  and, 
before  he  was  thirteen  months  old,  taught 
him  to  suck  brandy  impregnated  with  gun- 
powder, tiirough  the  touch-hole  of  a  pistol. 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  caressed  by  divers 
sergeants  of  the  British  army,  who  severally 
and  in  secret  contemplated  his  qualifications 
with  a  father's  pride,  excited  by  the  artful 
declaration  with  which  the  mother  had  flat- 
tered each  apart. 

Soon  as  the  war  was  (for  her  unhappily) 
concluded,  she,  as  in  duty  hound,  followed 
her  husband  into  Bohemia;  and  his  regiment 
being  sent  into  garrison  at  Prague,  she  opened 
a  cabaret  in  that  city,  which  was  frequcnfeo 
by  a  good  many  guests  of  the  Scotch  and 
Irish  nations,  who  were  devoted  to  the  exer- 
cise of  arms  in  the  service  of  the  emperor. 
It  was  by  this  communication  that  the  English 
tongue  became  vernacular  to  young  Ferdi- 
nand, who,  without  such  opportunity,  would 
have  been  a  stranger  to  the  language  of  his 
fore-fathers,  in  spite  of  all  his  mother's  lo- 
quacity and  elocution ,  though,  it  must  be 
owned,  for  the  credit  of  her  maternal  care, 
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'hat  she  let  slip  no  occasion  of  making  it 
familiar  to  his  ear  and  conception  ;  for,  even 
at  tliose  intervals  in  which  she  could  find  no 
person  to  carry  on  the  altercation,  siie  used 
to  hold  fortii  in  earnest  soliloquies  upon  tiie 
subject  of  her  own  situation,  giving  vent  to 
many  opprobrious  invectives  against  her  hus- 
band's country,  between  whicii  and  Old  Eng- 
land she  drew  many  odious  comparisons ; 
Hud  prayed  witliout  ceasing,  tJiat  Europe 
might  speedily  be  involved  in  a  general  war, 
so  as  that  she  might  have  some  chance  of 
le-enjoying  the  pleasures  and  emoluments  of 
4  Flanders  campaign. 


CHAPTER  III. 

lie  is  initiated  in  a  military  life,  and  has 
the  good  fortune  to  acquire  a  generous 
patron. 

WuiLE  she  wearied  Heaven  with  tiicse  pe- 
titions, the  flame  of  war  broke  out  betwixt 
the  houses  of  Ottoman  and  Austria,  and  the 
emperor  sent  forth  an  army  into  Hungary, 
•jnder  the  auspices  of  tlie  renowned  Prince 
Eugene.  On  account  of  this  expedition,  the 
mother  of  our  hero  gave  up  house-keeping, 
and  cheerfully  followed  her  customers  and 
husband  into  the  field  ;  having  first  provided 
herself  with  store  of  those  commodities  in 
which  she  had  formerly  merchandized.  Al- 
though the  hopeof  profit  might  in  some  mea- 
sure affect  her  determination,  one  of  the 
chief  motives  for  her  visiting  the  frontiers  of 
Turkey,  was  the  desire  of  initiating  her  son 
in  the  rudiments  of  his  education,  which  she 
now  thought  high  time  to  inculcate,  he  being, 
"at  this  period,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  age  : 
he  was  accordingly  conducted  to  the  carnp, 
which  sjie  considered  as  the  most  consum- 
mate school  of  life,  and  proposed  fur  the  scene 
of  his  instruction  ;  and  in  this  academy  he 
had  not  continued  many  weeks,  when  he  was 
an  eye-witness  of  that  famous  victory,  which, 
witli  sixty  thousand  men,  tiie  imperial  gene- 
ral obtained  over  an  army  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  Turks. 

His  fiither-in-law  was  engaged,  and  his 
mother  would  not  be  idle  on  this  occasion ; 
she  was  a  perfect  mistress  of  all  the  camp 
qualifications,  and  tliought  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  her  to  contribute  all  that  lay  in  Jier 
power  towards  distressing  the  enemy  :  with 
liese  sentiments  she  hovered  about  the  skirts 
of  the  army,  and  the  troops  were  no  sooner 
employed  in  the  pursuit,  than  she  began  to 
traverse  the  field  of  battle  with  a  poniard  and 
a  bag,  in  order  to  consult  her  own  interest, 
annoy  the  foe,  and  exercise  her  humanity  at 
the  same  time.  In  short,  slie  had,  with 
imazing  prowess,  delivered  some  fifty  or 
threescore  disabled  Mussulmen  of  the  pain 
under  whicli  they  gioaned,  and  made  a  com- 
"urtable  booty  of  the  spoils  of  the  slain,  when 


her  eyes  were  attracted  by  the  rich  attire  of 
an  Imperial  officer,  who  lay  bleeding  on  the 
j)lain,  to  all  appearance  in  the  agonies  Oi 
death. 

She  could  not  in  her  heart  refuse  that 
favour  to  a  friend  and  christian  she  had  so 
compassionately  bestowed  upon  so  many 
enemies  and  infidels,  and  therefore  drew  neai 
with  the  sovereign  remedy,  which  she  liod 
already  administered  with  such  success.  As 
she  approached  this  deplorable  object  of  pity, 
her  ears  were  surprised  with  an  ejaculation 
in  the  English  tongue,  which  he  fervently 
pronounced,  though  with  a  weak  and  languid 
voice,  recommending  his  soul  to  God,  and 
his  family  to  the  protection  of  Heaven.  Our 
amazon's  purpose  was  staggered  by  tjiis  pro- 
vidential incident ;  the  sound  of  her  native 
language,  so  unexpectedly  heard,  and  so  pa- 
thetically delivered,  had  a  surprising  effect 
upon  her  imagination  ;  and  the  faculty  of  re- 
flection did  not  forsake  her  in  such  emergency. 
Though  she  could  not  recollect  the  features 
of  this  unhappy  officer,  sJie  concluded,  from 
his  appearance,  that  he  was  some  person  of 
distinction  in  tlie  service,  and  foresaw  greater 
advantage  to  herself  in  attempting  to  pre- 
serve his  life,  than  she  could  possibly  reap 
from  the  execution  of  her  first  resolve.  ''If," 
said  she  to  herself,  "  I  can  find  means  of 
conveying  him  to  his  tent  alive,  he  cannot 
but  in  conscience  acknowledge  my  humanity 
with  some  considerable  recompense ;  and, 
should  he  chance  to  survive  his  wounds,  I 
have  every  thing  to  exj)ect  from  his  gratitude 
and  power." 

Fraught  with  these  prudential  suggestions, 
.she  drew  near  the  unfortunate  stranger,  and, 
in  a  softened  accent  of  pity  and  condolence, 
questioned  hiin  concerning  his  name,  condi- 
tion, and  the  nature  of  his  mischance,  at  the 
same  time  making  a  gentle  tender  of  her  ser- 
vice. Agreeably  surprised  to  hear  himself 
accosted  in  such  a  manner  by  a  person  whose 
equipage  seemed  to  promise  far  other  designs, 
he  thanked  lier  in  the  most  grateful  terms  for 
her  humanity,  with  the  appellation  of  kind 
countrywoman  ;  gave  her  to  understand  that 
he  was  a  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horse  ;  that 
he  had  fallen  in  consequence  of  a  shot  he 
received  in  his  breast  at  the  beginning  of  the 
action  ;  and,  finally,  entreated  her  to  procure 
some  carriage  on  which  he  might  be  removed 
to  his  tent.  Perceiving  him  faint  and  ex- 
hausted  with  loss  of  blood,  she  raised  up  his 
head,  and  treated  him  with  that  cordial  which 
was  her  constant  companion  :  at  that  instant, 
espying  a  small  body  of  hussars  returning  tc 
the  camp  with  the  plunder  they  had  taken, 
she  invoked  their  assistance,  and  tliey  forth- 
with carried  the  officer  to  his  own  quarteis, 
where  his  wound  was  dressed,  and  his  pre- 
server carefidly  tended  him  until  hid  recovery 
was  completed. 

In  return  for  these  good  offices,  this  gen. 
tleman,  wiir  was  originally  of  Scotland   re 
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war/'lcd  her  for  tlu"  present  with  great  liberal- 
ity, af.d'jroJ  iier  of  his  influence  in  promoting 
her  husband,  and  took  upon  himself  tlie  charge 
of  young  Ferdinand's  education.  The  boy 
was  immediately  taken  into  his  protection. 
and  entered  as  a  trooper  in  his  own  regiment ; 
but  his  good  intentions  tc wards  his  father- 
in-law  were  frustrated  by  the  dcatJi  of  the 
German,  who,  in  a  few  Juvg  tt^lerthis  dispo- 
sition, was  shot  in  the  t'or.ohes  before  Temis- 
waer. 

This  e.'cnt,  over  q' A  abcc  the  conjugal 
aftliction  with  wh.c^t  it  invaded  the  lady's 
quiet,  would  h^vc  involved  her  in  infinite 
diflicuity  and  diiirt-ss,  witii  regard  i?.  her 
temporal  co«XTns,by  leaving  her  unpi  elected 
in  the  midst  ct'  strangers,  had  not  she  been 
thus  prov)ccncially  supplied  with  an  cfi'fctual 
patron  in  the  colonel,  who  was  known  Viy  the 
appellation  of  Count  Melvil.  lie  no  fooner 
saw  her,  by  the  death  of  her  husband,  de- 
tached from  all  pOTsonal  connexion  with  a 
military  life,  than  he  proposed  tliat  she  should 
quit  lier  occupation  in  the  camp,  and  retire 
'.o  his  habitation  in  the  city  of  Presburg, 
where  she  would  be  entcrtaineil  in  ease  and 
plenty  during  the  remaining  p^.rt  of  her  na- 
tural life.  With  all  due  ackmiwledgements 
of  his  generosity,  she  begged  lo  be  excused 
from  embracing  his  proposal,  alleging  she 
was  so  much  accustomed  to  her  present  way 
of  life,  and  so  much  devoted  to  the  service 
of  the  soldiery,  that  she  should  never  be  hap- 
py in  retirement,  while  the  troops  of  any 
prince  in  Christendom  kept  the  field. 

The  count,  finding  her  determined  to  pro- 
secute her  scheme,  repeated  his  promise  of 
befriending  her  upon  all  occasions  ;  and  in 
ihe  meantime  admitted  Ferdinand  into  the 
number  of  his  domestics,  resolving  that  he 
should  be  brought  up  in  attendance  upon  his 
own  eon,  who  was  a  boy  of  the  same  age. 
He  kept  him,  however,  in  his  tent,  until  he 
bhould  have  an  opportunity  of  revisiting  his 
family  in  person ;  and,  before  that  occa- 
Bion  offered,  two  whole  years  elapsed,  during 
which  the  illustrious  prince  Eugene  gained 
the  celebrated  battle  of  Belgrade,  and  after- 
wards made  himself  master  of  that  important 
frontier. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

His  mother's  proicess  and  death;  together 
with  some  instances  of  his  own  sagacity. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  mo- 
ther of  our  adventurer,  such  as  she  hath  been 
described,  to  sit  quietly  in  her  tent,  while 
such  an  heroic  scene  was  acting.  She  was 
no  sooner  apprised  of  tiie  general's  intention 
to  attack  the  enemy,  tlian  siie,  as  usual,  pack- 
ed up  her  movables  in  a  wagon,  which  she 
committed  to  the  care  of  a  peasant  in  the 
eighbourhood,   and   put   herself  in    motion 
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with  the  troops  ;  big  with  the  expectation  ol 
re-acting  that  part  in  which  she  had  fonnerlj 
acquitted  herself  so  much  to  her  advantage 
Nay,  she  by  this  time  looked  upon  her  own 
presence  as  a  certain  omen  of  success  to  the 
cause  which  she  espoused ;  and,  in  thei; 
march  to  battle,  actually  encouraged  the  ranke 
with  repeated  declarations,  importing,  that 
she  had  been  an  eye-witness  of  ten  decisive 
engagements,  in  all  of  which  her  friends  had 
been  victorious,  and  imputing  such  uncom- 
mon good  fortune  to  some  supernatural  quality 
iniicrent  in  her  jjerson. 

Whether  or  not  this  confidence  contributed 
to  the  fortune  of  the  day,  by  inspiring  the 
soldiers  to  an  uncommon  pitch  of  courage 
and  resolution,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine ;  but,  certain  it  is,  the  victory  began 
from  that  quarter  in  which  she  had  posted 
herself;  and  no  corps  in  the  army  behaved 
witli  such  intrepidity  as  that  which  was  ma- 
nifested by  those  who  were  favoured  with 
her  admonitions  and  example ;  for  she  not 
only  exposed  her  person  to  the  enemy's  fire, 
with  the  indifference  and  deliberation  of  a 
veteran,  but  she  is  said  to  have  achieved  a 
very  conspicuous  exploit  by  the  prowess  of 
her  single  arm  :  the  extremity  of  the  line  to 
which  she  had  attached  herself,  being  as- 
saulted in  flank  by  a  body  of  the  Spahis, 
wheeled  about  in  order  to  sustain  the  charge, 
and  received  them  with  such  a  seasonable 
fire,  as  brought  a  great  number  of  turbans  to 
the  ground  ;  amo:ig  those  who  fell,  was  one  of 
the  chiefs,  or  ag'is,  who  had  advanced  before 
the  rest,  with  a  view  to  signalize  his  valour. 

Our  English  Penthesilea  no  sooner  saw 
this  Turkish  leader  drop,  than,  struck. with 
the  magnificence  of  his  own  and  horse'p 
trappings,  she  sprung  forward  to  seize  them 
as  her  prize,  and  found  the  aga  not  dead, 
though  m  a  good  measure  disabled  by  his 
misfortune,  which  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
weight  of  his  horse,  that,  having  been  killed 
by  a  musket-ball,  lay  upon  his  leg,  so  that 
he  could  not  disengage  himself.  Neverthe- 
less, perceiving  the  virago  approach  with  fell 
intent,  he  brandished  his  scimitar,  and  tried 
to  intimidate  his  assailant  with  a  r."'o.=t  horri- 
ble exclamation  :  but  it  was  not  ;ne  dismal 
veil  of  a  dismounted  cavalier,  though  en- 
forced with  a  hideous  ferocity  of  countenance, 
and  the  menacing  gestures  with  which  ho 
waited  her  approach,  that  could  intimidate 
such  an  undaunted  she-campaigner  ;  she  saw 
him  writhing  in  the  agonies  of  a  situation 
from  which  he  could  not  move  ;  and,  running 
towards  him  with  the  nimbleness  and  intre- 
pidity of  a  Camilla,  described  a  semicircle  :in 
the  progress  of  her  assault,  and,  attacking 
him  on  one  side,  plunged  her  well  tried  dag- 
ger in  his  throat ;  the  shades  of  death  en- 
compassed  him,  his  life-blood  issued  at  tii« 
wound,  he  fell  prone  upon  the  earth,  lie  bi' 
the  dust,  and  having  thrice  invoked '.jie  name 
of  Allah,  straight  cxi»ired. 
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While  his  destiny  was  thus  fultiL'.ed,  his 
followers  began  to  reel ;  they  seemed  dis- 
irioyed  at  the  fate  of  their  chief,  beheld  their 
companions  drop  like  the  leaves  in  autumn, 
and  suddenly  halted  in  the  mids-t  of  their 
career.  The  Imperialists,  observing  the  con- 
fusion of  the  enemy,  redoubled  their  tire  ; 
and,  raising  a  dreadful  shout,  advanced  in 
order  to  improve  the  advantage  tliey  had 
gained ;  the  Spahis  durst  not  wait  the  shock 
of  such  an  encounter;  they  wheeled  to  the 
right  about,  and  clapping  spurs  to  their  liorses, 
fled  in  t!ie  utmost  disorder.  This  was  ac- 
tually tiie  circumstance  that  turned  the  scale 
of  battle  :  the  Austrians  pursued  their  good 
fortune  witii  uncommon  impetuosity,  and  in 
!i  few  minutes  letl  the  field  clear  for  the  mo- 
'!ier  of  our  lioro,  who  was  such  an  adopt  in 
die  art  of  stripping,  tiiat  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye  the  bodies  of  the  aga  and  his  Arabian 
lay  naked  to  the  skin.  It  would  have  been 
happy  for  her,  had  she  been  contented  with 
these  first-fruits,  reaped  from  the  fortune  of 
the  day,  and  retired  with  her  spoils,  which 
were  not  inconsiderable ;  but,  intoxicated 
with  the  glory  she  had  won,  enticed  by  the 
glittering  caparisons  that  lay  scattered  on  the 
plain,  and  without  doubt  prompted  by  the 
secret  instinct  of  her  fate,  s!ie  resolved  to 
seize  the  opportunity  by  tiie  forelock,  and 
once  for  all  indemnify  Jierself  for  tiie  many 
fatigues,  hazards,  and  sorrows  she  had  under- 
gone. 

Thus  determined,  she  reconnoitred  the 
field,  and  practised  her  adilre.^s  so  success- 
fully, tiiat  in  less  than  half  an  hour  she  was 
loaded  with  ermine  and  embroidery,  and  dis- 
posed to  retreat  with  her  burden,  when  her 
regards  were  solicited  by  a  splendid  bundle, 
which  she  descried  at  some  distance  lying  on 
the  ground.  This  was  no  other  than  an  un- 
happy officer  of  hussars  ;  who,  after  having 
liad  the  good  fortune  to  take  a  Turkish  stand- 
ard, was  desperately  wounded  in  the  thigii, 
and  obliged  to  quit  his  horse  ;  finding  himself 
in  such  an  helpless  condition,  he  had  wrapped 
his  acquisition  round  his  body,  that  whatever 
might  happen,  he  and  his  glory  sliould  not 
be  parted ;  and  thus  shrouded  among  the  dy- 
ing and  the  dead,  he  had  observeiAlie  pro- 
gress of  our  heroine,  who  stalked  about  the 
field,  like  another  Atropoo,  fuiisliing,  wher- 
ever she  came,  the  work  of  death  :  he  did 
not  at  all  doubt  that  lie  himself  would  be 
visited  in  the  course  of  her  peregrinations, 
and  therefore  provided  for  her  reception,  with 
a  pistol  ready  cocked  in  his  iiand  while  he 
lay  perdue  beneath  his  covert,  in  all  appear- 
ance bereft  of  life.  He  was  not  deceived  in 
his  prognostic  ;  she  no  sooner  eyed  the  golden 
crescent,  than,  inllamed  with  curiosity  or 
cupidity,  she  directed  thitherward  her  steps, 
and  discerning  the  carcass  of  a  man,  from 
which  she  thought  there  would  be  a  necessity 
"o;  disengaging  it,  she  lifted  up  her  weapon, 
V  (■  'der  to  make  snre  of  her  purchase  ;  and 


in  the  very  instant  of  discharging  her  blow, 
received  a  brace  of  bullets  in  her  brain. 

Thus  ended  the  mortal  pilgrimage  of  this 
modern  Amazon,  who,  in  pomt  of  courage, 
was  not  inferior  to  Semiramis,  Tomyris^ 
Zenobia,  Thalcstris,  or  any  boasted  heroine 
of  ancient  times.  It  cannot  be  supposed 
that  this  catastrophe  made  a  very  deep  im- 
pression  upon  tiie  mind  of  young  Ferdinand, 
who  had  just  then  attained  the  ninth  year  of 
his  age,  and  been  for  a  considerable  time 
weaned  from  her  maternal  caresses ;  espe- 
cially, as  he  felt  no  wants  nor  grievances  in 
the  family  of  tlie  count,  who  favoured  him 
with  a  particular  share  of  indulgence,  be- 
cause he  perceived  in  him  a  spirit  of  docility, 
insinuation,  and  sagacity,  far  above  his  years 
He  did  not,  however,  fail  to  lament  the  un- 
timely fate  of  his  mother,  with  such  filial 
expressions  of  sorrow,  as  stirl  more  in- 
timately recommended  liim  to  his  patron ; 
who,  being  himself  a  mill  of  extraordinary 
benevolence,  looked  upon  the  boy  as  a 
prodigy  of  natural  afl^ection,  and  foresaw  in 
his  future  services  a  fund  of  gratitude  and 
attachment,  that  could  not  fail  to  render 
him  a  valuable  acquisition  to  his  family. 

In  his  own  country  he  liad  often  seen  con- 
nexions of  that  sort,  which  having  been 
planted  in  the  infancy  of  the  adherent,  had 
grown  up  to  a  surprising  pitch  of  fidelity  and 
friendship,  that  no  temptation  could  bias,  and 
no  danger  dissolve.  He  therefore  rejoiced 
in  the  hope  of  seeing  his  own  son  accom- 
modated with  such  a  faithful  attendant,  in  the 
person  of  young  Fathom,  on  whom  he  re- 
solved to  bestow  the  same  education  he  had 
planned  for  the  other,  though  conveyed  in 
such  a  manner  as  should  be  suitable  to  the 
sphere  in  which  he  was  ordained  to  move. 
In  consequence  of  these  determinations,  ouf 
young  adventurer  led  a  very  easy  life,  in 
quality  of  page  to  the  count,  in  whose  tent 
he  lay  upon  a  pallet,  close  to  his  field-bed, 
and  often  diverted  him  with  his  childish  prat- 
tle in  the  English  tongue,  which  the  more 
seldoxTi  his  master  had  occasion  to  speak,  he 
the  more  delighted  to  hear.  In  the  exercise 
of  his  function,  the  boy  was  incredibly  assidi»- 
ous  and  alert;  far  from  neglecting  the  little 
particulars  of  his  duty,  and  embarking  in  the 
mischievous  amusements  of  the  children  be- 
longing to  the  camp,  he  was  always  diligent, 
sedate,  agreeably  officious,  and  anticipating; 
and  in  the  whole  of  his  behaviour  seemed  to 
express  the  most  vigilant  sense  of  his  patron's 
goodness  and  generosity;  nay,  to  such  a  de- 
gree had  these  sentiments,  in  all  appearance, 
operated  upon  his  reflection,  that  one  morn 
ing,  while  he  supposed  the  count  asleep,  Iib 
crept  softly  to  his  bed-side,  and,  gently  kiss- 
ing his  hand,  which  happened  to  be  unco- 
vered, pronounced,  in  a  low  voice,  a  most 
fervent  prayer  in  liis  behalf,  beseechi  ig  hea- 
ven to  shower  down  blessings  upon  him,  ui 
the  widow's  friend  and  the  orphan's  fatiior. 
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Tliis  benediction  was  not  lost  upon  the  count, 
rtlio  cliiinced  to  be  awake,  ami  heard  it  witli 
admiration:  but  what  riveted  Ferdinand  in 
iiis  good  {Traces,  was  a  discovery  tiiat  our 
you'h  made,  while  his  mafrterwas  upon  duty 
m  tne  trenches  before  l]el<jfrade. 

Two  foot-soldiers,  standing  sentry  near 
ihe  door  of  the  tent,  were  captivated  with 
the  sight  of  some  valuable  movables  belong- 
ing to  it;  and  sujiposing,  in  their  great  wis- 
dom, that  the  city  of  Belgrade  was  too  well 
fortitied  to  be  taken  during  that  campaign, 
they  came  to  a  resolution  of  withdrawing 
themselves  from  the  severe  service  of  the 
trenches,  bv  deserting  to  the  enemy,  after 
they  should  have  rilled  count  Melvil's  tent  of 
the  furniture,  by  which  they  were  so  power- 
fully allured:  the  particulars  of  this  plan  were 
concerted  in  the  French  language,  v/hich, 
they  imagined,  would  screen  them  from  all 
risk  of  being  detected,  in  case  they  should  be 
overheard,  though,  as  there  was  no  living 
ireature  in  sight,  they  had  no  reason  to  be- 
eve  that  any  person  was  privy  to  their  con- 
versation. Nevertheless,  they  were  mistaken 
,n  both  these  conjectures.  The  conference 
reached  the  ears  of  Fathom,  who  was  at  tiie 
other  end  of  the  tent,  and  had  perceived  the 
eager  looks  with  which  they  considered  some 
parts  of  the  furniture:  he  had  penetration 
enough  to  suspect  their  desire,  and,  alarmed 
by  that  suspicion,  listened  attentively  to  their 
discourse,  which,  from  a  slender  knowledge 
of  the  French  tongue,  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune partly  to  understand. 

This  important  piece  of  intelligence  he 
communicated  to  the  count  at  his  return,  and 
measures  were  innnediately  taken  to  defeat 
their  design,  and  make  an  example  of  the 
authors,  who  being  permitted  to  load  tliem- 
eelves  with  the  booty,  were  apprehended  in 
their  retreat,  and  punished  with  death,  ac- 
cordinor  to  their  demerits. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Detail  of  his  education. 

Nothing  could  have  more  seasonably  lir  p- 
pened,  to  confirm  the  good  opinion  which  the 
colonel  entertained  of  Ferdinand's  principles; 
his  intentions  towards  the  boy  grew  every  dav 
Tiorc  and  more  warm  ;  and  immediately  after 
the  peace  of  Passarowitz,  he  retired  to  his 
own  house  at  Presburg,  and  presented  young 
Fathom  to  his  lady,  not  only  as  the  son  of  a 

[)crson  to  whom  he  owed  his  life,  but  also  as  a 
ad  who  merited  his  peculiar  protection  and 
regard  by  his  own  personal  virtue.  The  coun- 
tess, who  wasa  Hungarian,  recoivcdhim  with 
grreat  kindness  and  affability,  and  her  son  was 
ravished  with  the  prospect  of  enjoying  such  a 
companion  :  in  short,  fortune  seemed  to  have  ; 
providnj   for  him  an   asylum,   in   which   he  | 
tni^ht  be  safely  trained  up,  and  suitably  pre   1 
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pared  tor  more  important  scenes  of  life  than 
any  of  his  ancestors  had  ever  known. 

He  was  not,  in  all  respects,  entertained 
on  the  fooling  of  his  young  master;  yet  he 
siiared  in  all  his  education  and  awaisements, 
as  one  whom  the  old  gentleman  was  fully  de- 
termined to  qualify  for  the  station  of  an  officei 
in  the  service;  and  if  he  did  not  eat  with 
the  coimt,  he  was  every  day  regaled  with 
choice  bits  from  his  table  ;  holding,  as  it  were, 
a  middle  place  between  tiie  rank  of  a  relation 
and  a  favourite  domestic.  Although  his 
patron  maintained  a  tutor  in  the  lionise,  to 
superintend  the  conduct  of  his  hoir,  he  com- 
mitted the  charge  of  his  learning  to  the 
instructions  ofa  public  school ;  where  he  ima- 
gined the  boy  would  imbibe  a  laudable  spirit 
of  emulation  among  his  fellows,  which  could 
not  fail  of  turning  out  to  the  advantage  of 
his  education.  Ferdinand  was  entered  in 
the  same  academy  ;  and  the  two  lads  pro- 
ceeded equally  in  the  paths  of  erudition;  a 
mutual  friendship  and  intimacy  soon  ensued, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  levity  and  caprice 
connnonly  discernible  in  the  behaviour  of 
such  boys,  very  few,  or  rather  no  quarrels 
happened  in  the  course  of  their  communica- 
tion. Yet  their  dispositions  were  altogether 
different,  and  their  talents  unlike.  Nay,  this 
dissimilarity  was  the  very  bond  of  their  union; 
because  it  prevented  that  jealousy  and  rival- 
ship  which  oft:cn  interru])ts  the  harmony  of 
two  warm  contcniporaries. 

The  young  count  made  extraordinary  pro- 
gress in  the  exercises  of  the  scliool,  though 
he  seemed  to  take  very  little  pains  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  studies;  and  became  a  per- 
fect hero  in  all  the  athletic  diversions  of 
his  fellow-scholars;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
exhibited  such  a  bashful  appearance  and 
uncouth  address,  that  his  mother  despaired 
of  ever  seeing  him  unproved  into  any  degree 
of  polite  behaviour.  On  the  other  hand, 
Fathom,  who  was  in  point  of  learning  a  mere 
dunce,  became,  even  in  his  childhood,  re- 
markable among  the  ladies  for  his  genteel 
deportment  and  vivacity;  they  admired  tho 
])roticiency  he  made  under  the  directions  of 
his  dancing-master,  the  air  with  which  he 
performed  liis  obeisance  at  his  entry  and 
exit ;  and  were  charmed  with  the  agreeable 
assurance  and  lively  sallies  of  his  conversa- 
tion ;  while  they  expressed  the  utmost  con- 
cern and  disgust  at  the  boorish  demeanour  of 
his  companion,  whose  extorted  bows  resem- 
bled the  pawings  of  a  mule,  who  hung  his 
head  in  silence  like  a  detected  sheep-stealer. 
who  sat  in  company  under  the  most  awkward 
expressions  of  constraint,  and  whose  dis- 
course never  exceeded  the  simple  monosylla 
bles  of  negation  and  assent. 

In  vain  did  all  the  f^'males  of  the  family 
propose  to  him  young  Fathom  as  a  patten: 
and  reproach:  he  remained  unaltered  by  ali 
their  efforts  and  expostulations,  and  allowe(? 
our  adventurer  to  enjoy  the  triumph  of  his 
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praise,  while  he  himself  was  conscious  of  his 
own  superiority  in  those  qualifications  which 
seemed  of  more  real  importance  than  the 
mere  exteriors  and  forms  of  life.  His  pre- 
sent ambition  was  not  to  make  a  figure  at 
nis  father's  table,  but  to  eclipse  his  rivals  at 
.school,  and  to  acquire  an  influence  and  au- 
thority among  these  confederates.  Never- 
theless, Fathom  might  possibly  have  fallen 
under  his  displeasure  or  contempt,  had  not 
that  pliant  genius  found  means  to  retain  his 
friendship  by  seasonable  compliances  and 
submission ;  for  the  sole  study,  or  at  least  the 
chief  aim  of  Ferdinand,  was  to  make  himself 
necessary  and  agreeable  to  those  on  whom 
liis  dependence  was  placed:  his  talent  was 
in  this  particular  suited  to  his  inclination; 
he  seemed  to  have  inherited  it  from  his  mo- 
ther's womb;  and,  without  all  doubt,  would 
have  raised  upon  it  a  most  admirable  super- 
structure of  fortune  and  applause,  had  not  it 
been  inseparably  yoked  with  a  most  insidious 
principle  of  self-love,  that  grew  up  with  him 
from  the  cradle,  and  left  no  room  in  his  heart 
ibr  the  least  particle  of  social  virtue.  This 
last,  however,  he  knew  so  well  how  to  coun- 
terfeit, by  means  of  a  large  share  of  ductility 
and  dissimulation,  that,  surely,  he  was  calcu- 
lated by  nature  to  dupe  even  the  most  cau- 
tious, and  gratify  his  appetites,  by  levying 
contributions  on  all  mankind. 

So  little  are  the  common  instructors  of 
youth  qualified  to  judge  the  capacities  of  those 
who  are  under  their  tutelage  and  care,  that 
Fathom,  by  dint  of  his  insinuating  arts,  made 
shirt  to  pass  upon  the  schoolmaster  as  a  lad 
of  quick  parts,  in  despite  of  a  natural  inapti- 
tude to  retain  his  lessons,  which  all  his 
industry  could  never  overcome.  In  order  to 
remedy,  or  rather  to  cloak  this  defect  in  his 
understanding,  he  had  always  recourse  to 
the  friendship  of  the  young  count,  who  freely 
permitted  him  to  transcribe  his  exercises, 
until  asmall  accident  happened,  which  had 
v/ell  nigh  put  a  stop  to  these  instances  of  his 
generosity.  The  adventure,  inconsiderable  as 
it  is,  we  shall  record,  as  the  first  overt  act  of 
Ferdinand's  true  character,  as  well  as  an  il- 
lustration of  the  opinion  we  have  advanced 
touching  the  blind  and  injudicious  decisions 
of  a  right  pedagogue. 

Among  other  tasks  imposed  by  the  pedant 
upon  the  form  to  wiiich  our  two  companions 
belonged,  they  were  one  evening  ordered  to 
translate  a  chapter  of  Csesar's  Commentaries. 
Accordingly,  the  young  count  went  to  work, 
and  performed  the  undertaking  with  great 
elegance  and  dispatcli :  Fathom,  havmg  spent 
the  night  in  more  effeminate  amusements, 
was  next  morning  so  much  hurried  for  want 
of  time,  that  in  his  transcription  he  neglected 
to  insert  a  few  variations  from  the  text,  these 
'jeing  the  terms  on  which  he  was  allowed  to 
use  it ;  so  that  it  was  verbatim  a  copy  of  the 
original.  As the.se  exercises  were  always  de- 
ivercd  in  a  heaj^  subscribed  with  the  several 


names  of  the  boys  to  whom  they  belonged, 
the  schoolmaster  chanced  to  peruse  the  vcr. 
sion  of  Ferdinand,  before  he  looked  into  an/ 
of  the  rest,  and  could  not  help  bestowin^ 
upon  it  particular  ma^ks  of  approbation  :  the 
next  that  fell  under  his  examination  w  as  tha-- 
of  the  young  count,  when  he  imnediatly  per- 
ceived the  sameness,  and,  far  from  imout  ne 
it  to  the  true  cause,  upbraided  him  with  l;av 
ing  copied  the  exercise  of  our  adventurer 
and  insisted  upon  chastising  hiin  upon  the 
spot  for  his  want  of  application. 

Had  not  the  young  gentleman  thought  hi3 
honour  was  concerned,  he  would  have  suD- 
initted  to  the  punishment  without  murmur- 
ing  ;  but  he  inherited,  from  his  parents,  the 
pride  of  two  fierce  nations,  and  being  over- 
whelmed with  reproaches  for  that  which  he 
imagined  ought  to  have  redounded  to  his 
glory,  he  could  not  brook  the  indignity,  and 
boldly  affirmed,  that  he  himself  was  the  ori- 
ginal, to  whom  Ferdinand  was  beholden  for 
his  performance.  The  schoolmaster,  nettled 
to  find  himself  mistaken  in  his  judgment,  re- 
solved that  the  count  should  have  no  cause 
to  exult  in  the  discovery  he  had  made,  and, 
like  a  true  floggor,  actually  whipped  him  for 
having  allowed  Fathom  to  copy  his  exercise. 
Nay,  in  the  hope  of  vindicating  his  own  pene- 
tration, he  took  an  opportunity  of  question- 
ing  Ferdinand  in  private  concerning  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  translation,  and  our  hero, 
perceiving  his  drift,  gave  him  such  artful  and 
ambiguous  answers,  as  persuaded  him  thai 
the  young  count  had  acted  the  part  of  a 
plagiary,  and  that  the  other  had  been  re- 
strained from  doing  himself  justice,  by  the 
consideration  of  his  own  dependence. 

This  profound  director  did  not  fail,  in 
honour  of  his  own  discernment,  to  whisper 
about  the  misrepresentation,  as  an  instance 
of  the  young  count's  insolence,  and  Fathom's 
humility  and  good  sense.  The  story  was 
circulated  among  the  servants,  especially  the 
maids  belonging  to  the  family,  whose  favour 
our  hero  had  acquired  by  iiis  engaging  beha- 
viour ;  and  at  length  it  reached  tiie  ears  of 
his  patron,  who,  incensed  at  his  son's  pre- 
sumption and  inhospitality,  called  him  to  a 
severe  account,  when  the  young  gentleman 
absolutely  denied  the  truth  of  the  allegation, 
and  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  Fathom  him- 
self. Our  adventurer  was  accordingly  sum- 
moned by  the  father,  and  encouraged  to  de- 
clare the  truth,  with  an  assurance  of  his  con- 
stant protection  ;  upon  which  Ferdinand  ver} 
wisely  fell  upon  his  knees,-  and,  while  the 
tears  gushed  from  his  eyes,  acquitted  the 
youngcount  of  the  imputation,  and  expressed 
his  apprehension  that  the  report  had  been 
spread  by  some  of  his  enemies,  who  wantOQ 
to  prejudice  him  in  the  opinion  of  his  patrr  n. 

The  old  gentleman  was  not  satisfied  of  nia 
son's  integrity  by  this  declaration;  being  na- 
turally of  a  generous  disposition,  highly  pre- 
possessed in  favour  of  the  poor  orphar    an-J 
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rhagrined  at  the  unproinisiiijj  appearance  of 
his  heir,  ho  suspcctetl  that  Fatlioin  was  over- 
awed by  the  tl-ar  ofgivinor  olVencc,  and  that, 
"otwitlistandino  what  lie  had  said,  the  case 
'eal'y  stood  as  it  had  been  represented.  In 
this  persuasion,  lie  earnestly  exhorted  his  son 
.o  resist  and  combat  witli  any  impulse  lie 
."night  feel  within  himself,  tending  to  scitish- 
acss,  fraud,  or  imposition ;  to  encourage 
tverj'  sentiment  of  candour  and  benevolence; 
and  to  behave  with  moderation  and  atTability 
to  all  his  fellow-creatures.  He  laid  upon 
him  strong  injunctions,  not  without  a  mixture 
of  threats,  to  consider  Fathom  as  the  object 
of  his  peculiar  regard;  to  respect  him  as  the 
son  of  the  count's  preserver,  as  a  Briton,  a 
stranger,  and,  above  all,  a  heli)les3  orphan, 
to  wiiom  the  riglits  of  hospitality  were 
doubly  due. 

Such  admonitions  were  not  lost  upon  the 
youth,  who,  under  the  rough  husk  of  his  per- 
sonal exhibition,  possessed  a  large  share  of 
generous  sensibility ;  without  any  formal  pro- 
fessions to  his  father,  he  resolved  to  govern 
himself  according  to  his  remonstrances  ;  and, 
far  from  conceiving  the  least  spark  of  ani- 
mosity against  Fathom,  he  looked  upon  the 
|)oor  boy  as  tlie  innocent  cause  of  his  dis- 
grace, and  redoubled  Jiis  kindness  towards 
him,  that  his  honour  might  never  again  be 
called  in  question  upon  the  same  subject. 
Nothing  is  more  liable  to  misconstruction 
than  an  act  of  uncommon  generosity  ;  one 
half  of  the  world  mistake  the  motive,  from 
want  of  ideas  to  conceive  an  instance  of  bene- 
ficence that  soars  so  high  above  the  level  of 
tlieir  own  sentiments  ;  and  the  rest  suspect 
it  of  something  sinister  or  selfish,  from  the 
suggestions  of  tiieir  own  sordid  and  vicious 
inchnations.  The  young  count  subjected 
h'.inself  to  such  misinterpretation,  among 
tiiose  who  observed  the  increased  warmth  of 
jiviiity  and  complaisance  in  his  behaviour  to 
Ferdinand ;  they  ascribed  it  to  his  dos.irv  of 
still  profiting  by  our  adventurer's  suf^rior 
talents,  by  which  alone  they  supposed  him 
enabled  to  maintain  any  degree  of  reputation  ■ 
at  school ;  or  to  tlie  fear  of  being  convicted 
by  him  of  some  misdemeanour  of  which  he 
knew  himself  guilty.  These  suspicions 
were  not  effaced  by  the  conduct  of  Ferdi- 
nand, who,  when  examined  on  the  subject, 
managed  his  answers  in  such  a  manner  as 
confirmed  their  conjectures,  while  he  proten- 
ded to  refute  them,  and  at  the  same  time 
acquired  to  himself  credit  for  his  extraordi- 
nary discretion  and  self-denial. 

If  he  exhibited  such  a  proof  of  sagacity  in 
the  twelfth  year  of  his  age,  what  might  not 
be  expected  from  his  finesse  in  tlio  maturity 
of  his  faculties  and  experience?  Thus  se- 
cured in  the  good  graces  of  the  whole  fiimily, 
he  saw  the  days  of  his  puerility  glide  along 
in  the  most  agreeable  elapse  of  caresses  and 
amusement.  lie  never  fairly  plunged  into 
he  stream  af  school  education,  but,  by  float- 
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ing  on  the  surface,  imbibed  a  small  tincture 
of  those  dilfercnt  sciences  which  his  master 
pretended  to  teach  :  in  sliort,  lie  resembled 
tiiose  vagrant  swallows  that  skim  along  the 
level  of  some  pool  or  river,  without  venturing 
to  wet  one  feather  in  their  wings,  except  in 
tiie  accidental  pursuit  of  an  inconsiderable 
lly.  Yet,  though  his  capacity  or  inclination 
was  uns':ited  fijr  studies  of  this  kind,  he  did 
not  fail  to  nKuiifest  a  perfect  genius  in  the 
acquisition  of  other  more  profitable  arts. 
Over  and  above  the  accomplishments  of 
address,  for  which  ho  iiatli  been  already  cele- 
brated, he  excelled  all  his  fellows  in  his  dex- 
terity at  fives  and  billiards  ;  was  altogetlier 
unrivalled  in  his  skill  at  draughts  and  back- 
gammon ;  began,  even  at  these  years,  to  un- 
derstand the  moves  and  schemes  of  chess  : 
and  made  himself  a  more  adept  in  the  mys- 
tery of  cards,  whicii  ho  learned  in  the  course 
of  his  assiduities  and  attention  to  the  females 
of  the  house. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

He  meditates  schemes  of  importance. 

It  was  in  these  parties  that  ho  attracted 
the  notice  and  friendship  of  liis  patron's 
daughter,  a  girl  by  two  years  o'.der  than  him- 
self, who  was  not  insensible  to  his  qualifica- 
tions, and  looked  upon  him  with  the  most 
favourable  eyes  of  prepossession.  Whether 
or  not  he  at  this  period  of  his  life  began  to 
project  plans  for  availing  himseif  of  her 
susceptibility,  is  uncertain ;  but,  without  all 
doubt,  he  cultivated  her  esteem  with  as  obse- 
quious and  submissive  attention  as  if  lie  had 
already  formed  the  design,  which,  in  his  ad- 
vanced age,  he  attempted  to  put  in  execution. 

Divers  circumstances  conspired  to  promote 
him  in  the  favour  of  this  young  lady,  the 
greenness  of  his  years  secured  him  from  any 
appearance  of  fallacious  aim  ;  so  that  he  v/aa 
indulged  in  frequent  opportunities  of  convers- 
ing with  his  young  mistress,  whose  paren*-: 
encouraged  this  communication,  by  whic'.' 
they  hoped  she  would  improve  in  speaking 
the  language  of  her  father.  Such  connex 
ions  naturally  produce  intimacy  and  friend, 
ship.  Fathom's  person  was  agreeable,  hia 
talents  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  those 
parties,  and  his  manners  so  engaging,  that 
there  would  have  been  no  just  subject  for 
wonder,  had  he  made  an  impression  upon 
the  tender  unexperienced  heart  of  Mademoi- 
selle de  Melvil,  whose  beauty  was  not  so 
attractive  as  to  extinguish  his  hope,  in  rais- 
ing up  a  number  of  formidable  rivals;  though 
her  expectations  of  fortune  were  such  as 
commonly  lend  additional  lustre  to  personaJ 
merit. 

All  these  considerations  were  so  many 
steps  towards  the  success  of  Fcdinand's 
pretensions;  and  though  he  cannot  be  s'lp- 
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posed  to  have  perceived  them  at  first,  he  in 
the  sequel  seemed  perfectly  well  apprised  of 
his  advantages,  and  used  them  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  his  faculties.  Observing  that  she 
delighted  in  music,  he  betook  himself  to  the 
study  of  that  art,  and,  by  dint  of  application 
and  a  tolerable  car,  learned  of  himself  to  ac- 
company her  with  a  German  flute,  while  she 
sung  and  played  upon  the  harpsicliord.  The 
lount,  seeinghis  inclination,  and  tiie  progress 
he  had  made,  resolved  that  his  capacity 
ehould  not  be  lost  for  want  of  cultivation;  and 
accordingly  provided  him  with  a  master,  by 
whom  he  was  instructed  in  the  principles  of 
the  art,  and  soon  became  a  proficient  in  play- 
ing upon  the  violin. 

In  the  practice  of  these  improvements  and 
avocations,  and  in  attendance  upon  his  young 
master,  whom  he  took  care  never  to  disoblige 
or  neglect,  he  attained  to  the  age  of  sixteen, 
without  feeling  the  least  abatement  in  the 
friendship  and  generosity  of  those  upon 
whom  he  depended;  but,  on  the  contrary,  re- 
ceiving every  day  fresh  marks  of  their  bounty 
and  regard.  He  had  before  this  time  been 
smit  with  the  ambition  of  making  a  conquest 
of  the  young  lady's  heart,  and  foresaw  mani- 
fold advantages  to  himself  in  becoming  son- 
in-law  to  Count  Melvil,  who,  he  never 
doubted,  would  soon  be  reconciled  to  the 
match,  if  once  it  could  be  effectuated  v/ithout 
his  knowledge.  Although  he  thought  he  had 
great  reason  to  believe  that  mademoiselle 
looked  upon  him  with  an  eye  of  peculiar 
favour,  his  disposition  was  happily  tempered 
with  an  ingredient  of  caution,  that  hindered 
nim  from  acting  with  precipitation,  and  he 
had  discerned  in  the  young  lady's  deportment 
certain  indications  of  loftiness  and  pride, 
which  kept  him  in  the  utmost  vigilance  and 
circumspection  ;  for  he  knew,  that,  by  a  pre- 
mature declaration  he  should  run  the  risk  of 
forfeiting  all  the  advantages  he  had  gained, 
nnd  blasting  those  expectations  that  now 
blossomed  so  gaily  in  his  heart. 

Restricted  by  these  reflections,  he  acted 
at  a  wary  distance,  and  determined  to  proceed 
hy  the  method  of  sap;  and,  summoning  all 
his  artifice  and  attraction  to  his  aid,  em- 
ployed them  under  the  insidious  cover  of 
profound  respect,  in  order  to  undermine 
those  bulwarks  of  haughtiness  or  discretion, 
which  otherwise  might  have  rendered  his 
approaches  to  her  impracticable.  With  a 
view  to  enhance  the  value  of  his  company, 
and  sound  her  sentiments  at  the  same  time, 
he  became  more  reserved  than  usual,  and 
seldom  engaged  in  her  parties  of  music  and 
cards  ;  yet,  in  the  midst  of  his  reserve,  he 
lever  failed  in  those  demonstrations  of  reve- 
rence and  regard,  which  he  knew  perfectly 
well  how  to  expresB,  but  devised  such  ex- 
cuses for  his  absence,  as  she  could  not  help 
admitting.  In  consequence  of  this  affected 
phyness,  she  more  than  once  gently  chid  him 
ibr  his  neglcirt  and  indifl^crf  ncc,  observing, 


with  an  ironical  air,  that  he  was  now  tci 
much  of  a  man  to  be  entertained  with  sues 
efi'cminate  diversions:  but  her  reproofs  wev^s 
pronounced  with  too  much  case  and  good 
humour  to  be  agreeable  to  our  hero,  who 
desired  to  see  her  ruffled  and  chagrined  at  his 
absence,  and  to  hear  himself  rebuked  v.'ilh  an 
angry  affectation  of  disdain.  This  cfTorL, 
therefore,  he  reinforced  witli  the  most  capti. 
vating  carriage  he  could  assume,  in  those 
hours  which  he  now  so  sparingly  bestowed 
upon  his  mistress  :  he  regaled  her  with  all  t!ie 
entertaining  stories  he  could  learn  or  invent, 
particularly  such  as  lie  thought  would  justify 
and  recommend  the  levelling  power  of  love, 
that  knows  no  distinctions  of  fortune.  He 
sung  nothing  but  tender  airs  and  passionate 
complaints,  composed  by  desponding  or  des- 
pairing swains  ;  and,  to  render  his  performan- 
ces of  tiiis  kind  the  more  pathetic,  interlarded 
them  with  some  seasonable  sighs,  while  the 
tears,  which  he  had  ever  at  comm.and,  stood 
collected  in  eitiier  eye. 

It  v/as  impossible  for  her  to  overlook  such 
studied  emotions  :  she  in  a  jocose  manner 
taxed  him  v/ith  having  lost  his  heart,  rallied 
the  excess  of  his  passion,  and  in  a  merry 
strain  undertook  to  be  an  advocate  for  his 
love.  Her  behaviour  was  still  wide  of  his 
wish  and  expectation  :  he  thouglit  she  would, 
in  consequence  of  her  discovery,  have  be- 
trayed some  interested  symptcn-., ;  that  her 
face  would  have  undergone  some  favourable 
suffusion  ;  that  her  tongue  would  have  fal- 
tered, her  breast  heaved,  and  her  whole  de- 
portment betokened  internal  agitation  and 
disorder ;  in  which  case,  he  meant  to  profit 
by  the  happy  impression,  and  declare  himself, 
before  slie  could  possibly  recoliect  the  dictates 
of  her  pride.  Baffled,  however,  in  his  endea- 
vours, by  the  serenity  of  tiie  young  lady, 
which  he  still  deemed  equivocal,  he  had  re- 
course to  another  experiment,  by  which  he 
believed  he  should  make  a  discovery  of  her 
sentiments  beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt. 
One  day,  while  he  accompanied  mademoiselle 
in  her  exercise  of  music,  he  pretended  all 
of  a  sudden  to  be  taken  ill,  and  counterfeited 
a  swoon  in  her  apartment.  Surprised  at 
this  accident,  she  screamed  aloud,  but  far 
from  running  to  his  assistance,  v/ith  the 
transports  and  distraction  of  a  lover,  she 
ordered  her  maid,  v.'ho  v.-as  present,  to  sup- 
port his  head,  and  went  in  person  to  call  for 
more  help  ;  he  was  accordingly  removed  to 
his  own  chamber,  where,  willing  to  be  still 
more  certified  of  her  inc'.inations,  he  pro- 
longed the  farce,  and  'ay  groar.mg  under  the 
pretence  of  a  severe  fever. 

T'lie  whole  family  was  alarmed  upon  thia 
occasion  ;  for,  as  we  have  already  observed, 
he  was  an  universal  favourite.  He  was  iiii- 
mediatcly  visited  by  the  old  count  and  his 
lady,  who  expressed  the  utmost  concern  at 
his  distemper,  ordered  him  to  be  carefully  at- 
tended, and  sent  for  a  physician  without  loss 
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at  lime.  Tiie  yoiiii^  ffenlleiimn  would 
scarce  slir  from  liis  bod-side,  where  lie  min- 
istered unto  him  with  nil  the  demonstrations 
of  brotherly  affection  ;  und  miss  exhorted  him 
to  keep  up  his  spirits,  with  many  express- 
ions of  unreserved  sympathy  and  regard  ; 
nevertheless,  he  saw  nothing  in  her  beha- 
viour but  what  might  be  naturally  expected 
from  common  friendship,  and  a  compassion- 
ate disposition,  and  was  very  much  mortified 
at  his  disappointment. 

Whether  the  miscarriage  actually  aflcctcd 
his  constitution,  or  tiie  doctor  happened  to 
be  mistaken  in  his  diagnostics,  we  shall  not 
pretend  to  determine;  but  the  patient  was  cer- 
tainly treated  secundum  artem,  and  all  his 
complaints  in  a  little  time  realized ;  for  the 
physician,  like  a  true  graduate,  iiad  an  eye  to 
the  apothecary  in  his  prescriptions  ;  and  such 
was  the  concern  and  scrupulous  care  with 
which  our  hero  was  attended,  that  the  orders 
of  the  faculty  wore  performed  with  the  utmost 
punctuality.  He  was  blooded,  vomited, 
purged,  and  blistered,  in  the  usual  forms  (for 
the  physicians  of  Hungary  are  generally  as 
well  skilled  in  the  arts  of  their  occupation 
as  any  other  leeches  under  the  sun),  and 
swallowed  a  whole  dispensary  of  boluses, 
draughts,  and  apozems,  by  which  means  he 
became  fairly  delirious  in  three  days,  and 
so  untractable,  that  he  could  be  no  longer 
•nanaged  according  to  rule ;  otherwise,  in  all 
likelihood,  t!ic  world  would  never  have  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  these  adventures.  In 
short,  his  constitution,  though  unable  to  cope 
with  two  such  formidable  antagonists  as  tlie 
doctor  and  the  disease  lie  had  conjured  up, 
was  no  sooner  rid  of  the  one,  than  it  easily 
got  the  better  of  the  other;  and  though 
Ferdinand,  after  all,  found  his  grand  aim 
jnaccomplished,  his  malady  was  i)roductive 
of  a  consequence,  which,  though  he  had  not 
foreseen  it,  he  did  not  fail  to  convert  to  his 
0  vn  use  and  advantage. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Engages  in  f art ner. ship  with  a  female 
associate,  in  order  to  put  his  talents  in 
action. 

A'liiLE  ho  displayed  hid  qualifications  in 
order  to  entrap  the  heart  of  his  young  mis- 
tress, ho  had  unwittingly  enslaved  t)ie  aflec- 
tions  of  her  maid.  This  attendant  was  also 
a  favourite  of  the  young  lady,  and,  though 
her  senior  by  two  or  ihree  good  years  at  least, 
unquestionably  her  superior  in  point  of  per- 
gonal beauty ;  she  moreover  possessed  a  good 
stock  of  cunning  and  discernment,  and  was 
furnisliod  by  naturs  with  a  very  amorous 
complexion.  Thes3  circumstances  being 
»remiscd,  the  reader  wii'.  not  be  surprised  to 
tind  her  smitten  by  those  uncommon  qual  ifica- 
aons  which  we  have  celebrated  in  young 


Fathom.  She  had  in  good  sooth  long  sighed 
in  st'crct,  imdortlie  |);)wcrful  infiiience  of  hia 
charms,  and  practi.'^ed  upon  hi.n  all  those 
little  arts,  by  wiiich  a  woman  strives  to 
attract  the  admiration,  and  ensnare  the  hearl 
ot"a  man  she  loves:  but  all  his  faculties  were 
employed  upon  the  plan  which  ho  had  already 
projected ;  that  was  the  goal  of  his  whole 
attention,  to  which  all  his  measures  tended  ; 
and  whether  or  not  he  perceived  the  im- 
pression he  had  made  upon  Teresa,  he  never 
gave  her  the  least  reason  to  believe  he  was 
conscious  of  his  victory,  until  he  tijund  him- 
self bafiled  in  his  design  upon  the  heart  of 
her  mistress.  She  therefore  persevered  in 
her  distant  attempts  to  allure  him,  with  the 
usual  coquetries  of  dress  and  address;  and  in 
the  sweet  hope  of  profiting  by  his  suscepti- 
bility, made  shift  to  suppress  her  feelings, 
and  keep  her  passion  within  bounds,  until 
his  supposed  danger  alarmed  her  fears,  and 
raised  such  a  tumult  within  her  breast,  that 
she  could  no  longer  conceal  her  love,  but 
gave  a  loose  to  her  sorrow  in  the  most  im- 
moderate expressions  of  anguish  and  afflic- 
tion, and,  while  his  delirium  lasted,  behaved 
with  all  the  agitation  of  a  despairing  she])- 
herdess. 

Ferdinand  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  the 
last  person  in  the  family  who  understood  the 
situation  of  her  thoughts:  when  he  perceived 
her  passion,  lie  entered  into  deliberation 
with  himself,  and  tasked  his  reflection  and 
foresight,  in  order  to  discover  how  best  he 
might  convert  this  conquest  to  his  own  ad- 
vantage. Here,  then,  that  we  may  neglect 
no  opportunity  of  doing  justice  to  our  hero, 
it  will  be  proper  to  observe,  that  howsoever 
unapt  his  understanding  might  be  to  receive 
and  retain  the  usual  culture  of  the  schools, 
he  was  naturally  a  genius  self-taught  in  point 
of  sagacity  and  invention.  He  dived  into 
the  characters  of  mankind,  with  a  penetra- 
tion peculiar  to  himself,  and,  had  lie  been 
admitted  as  a  pupil  in  any  political  academy 
would  have  certainly  become  one  of  the 
ablest  statesmen  in  Europe. 

Having  revolved  all  the  probable  conse- 
quences of  such  a  connexion,  he  determined 
to  prosecute  an  amour  with  the  lady  whose 
affection  he  had  subdued,  because  he  hoped 
to  interest  her  as  an  auxiliary  in  his  grand 
scheme  upon  mademoiselle,  which  he  did  not 
as  yet  think  proper  to  lay  aside;  for  he  wns 
not  more  ambitious  in  the  plan  than  inde- 
fatigable in  the  prosecution  of  it.  He  knew 
it  would  be  impossiblo  to  execute  his  aims 
upon  the  count's  dauglitor  under  the  eye  of 
Teresa,  whose  natural  discernment  \v  luld  bo 
whetted  with  jealousy,  and  who  would  'vatch 
his  conduct,  and  thwart  his  progress,  with  all 
the  vigilance  and  spite  of  a  slighted  maiden. 
On  tlic  other  hand,  he  did  not  doubt  of  oeing 
able  to  bring  her  over  to  his  interest  by  tho 
influence  he  had  already  gained,  or  might 
afterwards  acquire,  over  her  passions;   ic 
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which  case  she  woii.d  effectually  espouse  his 
cause,  and  employ  her  good  offices  with  her 
mistress  in  his  hehalf:  besides,  he  was  in- 
duced by  another  inotivc,  which,  though 
secondary,  did  not  fail  in  this  case  to  have 
an  effect  upon  his  determination.  He  looked 
upon  Teresa  with  the  eyes  of  appetite,  which 
he  longed  to  gratify;  for  he  was  not  at  all 
dead  to  the  instigations  of  the  flesh,  though 
he  had  philosophy  enough  to  resist  them, 
when  he  thought  they  interfered  with  his 
interest.  Here  the  case  was  quite  different: 
his  desire  happened  to  be  upon  the  side  of 
his  advantage,  and,  therefore,  resolving  to 
indulge  it,  he  no  sooner  found  himself  in  a 
condition  to  manage  such  an  adventure,  than 
he  began  to  make  gradual  advances  in  point 
of  w^armth  and  particular  complacency  to  the 
love-sick  maid. 

He  first  of  all  thanked  her,  in  the  most 
grateful  terms,  for  the  concern  she  had  mani- 
fested at  his  distemper,  and  the  kind  services 
he  had  received  from  her  during  the  course 
of  it;  he  treated  her  upon  all  occasions  with 
unusual  affability  and  regard,  assiduously 
courted  her  acquaintance  and  conversation, 
and  contracted  an  intimacy  that  in  a  little 
time  produced  a  declaration  of  love.  Al- 
though her  heart  was  too  much  entendered  to 
hold  out  against  all  the  forms  of  assault,  far 
finm  yielding  at  discretion,  she  stood  upon 
honourable  terms  with  great  obstinacy  of 
punctilio,  and,  while  she  owned  he  was  mas- 
ter of  her  inclinations,  gave  him  to  under- 
stand, with  a  peremptory  and  resolute  air, 
that  he  should  never  make  a  conquest  of  her 
virtue;  observing,  that,  if  the  passion  he  pro- 
fessed was  genuine,  he  would  not  scruple  to 
give  such  a  proof  of  it  as  would  at  once  con- 
vince her  of  his  sincerity:  and  that  he  could 
have  no  just  cause  to  refuse  her  that  satisfac- 
tion, nhe  being  his  equal  in  point  of  birth  and 
situation ;  for,  if  he  was  the  companion  and 
favourite  of  the  young  count,  she  was  the 
friend  and  confidant  of  mademoiselle. 

He  acknowledged  the  strength  of  her  argu- 
ment, and  that  her  condescension  was  greater 
than  his  deserts,  but  objected  against  the 
proposal,  as  infinitely  prejudicial  to  the  for- 
tunes of  them  both.  He  represented  the  state 
of  dependence  in  which  they  mutually  stood; 
their  utter  incapacity  to  support  one  another 
under  the  consequences  of  a  precipitate 
match,  clandestinely  made,  without  the  con- 
sent and  concurrence  of  their  patrons:  he 
displayed,  with  great  eloquence,  all  those 
gay  expectations  they  had  reason  to  enter- 
tain, from  that  eminent  degree  of  favour 
which  they  had  already  secured  in  the  family; 
and  set  forth,  in  the  most  alluring  colours, 
those  enchanting  scenes  of  pleasure  they 
might  enjoy  in  each  other,  without  that  dis- 
agreeable consciousness  of  a  nuptial  chain, 
provided  she  would  be  his  associate  in  the 
execution  of  a  plan  which  he  had  projected 
for  their  reciprocal  cor.veni  ^nce. 


Having  thus  inflamed  her  love  of  pleaHure 
and  curiosity,  he  with  great  ca'itiou  hinted 
his  design  upon  the  young  lady's  fortune.; 
and,  perceiving  her  listening  with  the  most 
greedy  attention,  and  perfectly  ripe  for  the 
conspiracy,  he  disclosed  his  intention  at  full 
length,  as.suring  her,  with  the  most  solcinn 
protestations  of  love  and  attachment,  that, 
could  he  once  make  himself  legal  possessor 
of  an  estate  which  mademoiselle  inherited  by 
the  will  of  a  deceased  aunt,  his  dear  Teresa 
should  reap  the  happy  fruits  of  his  affluence, 
and  wholly  engross  his  time  and  attention. 

Such  a  base  declaration  our  hero  would 
not  have  ventured  to  make,  had  he  not  im- 
plicitly believed  the  damsel  was  as  great  a 
latitudinarian  as  himself  in  point  of  morals 
and  principle,  and  been  well  assured,  that, 
though  he  should  be  mistaken  in  her  way  of 
thinking,  so  far  as  to  be  threatened  with  a 
detection  of  his  purpose,  he  would  always 
have  it  in  his  power  to  refute  her  accusation 
as  mere  calumny,  by  the  character  he  had 
hitherto  maintained  and  the  circumspection 
of  his  future  conduct. 

He  seldom  or  never  erred  in  his  observa- 
tions on  the  human  heart.  Teresa,  instead 
of  disapproving,  relished  the  plan  in  general, 
with  demonsirations  of  singular  satisfaction; 
she  at  once  conceived  all  the  advantageous 
consequences  of  such  a  scheme,  and  per- 
ceived in  it  only  one  flaw,  which,  however, 
she  did  not  think  incurable.  This  defect  was 
no  other  than  a  sufficient  bond  of  union,  by 
which  they  might  be  effectually  tied  down  to 
their  mutual  interest.  She  foresaw,  that,  in 
case  Ferdinand  should  obtain  possession  of 
the  prize,  he  might  with  great  ease  deny 
their  contract,  and  disavow  her  claim  of  par- 
ticipation. She  therefore  demanded  security, 
and  proposed,  as  a  preliminary  of  the  agree- 
ment, that  he  should  privately  take  her  to 
wife,  with  a  view  to  dispel  all  her  apprehen- 
sions of  his  inconstancy  or  deceit,  as  such  a 
previous  engagement  would  be  a  check  upon 
his  behaviour,  and  keep  him  striccly  to  the 
letter  of  their  contract. 

He  could  not  help  subscribing  to  the  right- 
eousness of  this  proposal,  which,  neverthe- 
less, he  would  have  willingly  waved,  on  the 
supposition  that  they  could  not  possibly  be 
joined  in  the  bands  of  wedlock  with  such 
secrecy  as  the  nature  of  the  case  absolutely 
required.  This  would  have  been  a  difficulty 
soon  removed,  had  the  scene  of  the  transac- 
tion been  laid  in  the  metropolis  of  England, 
where  passengers  are  plied  in  the  streets  by 
clergymen,  who  prostitute  their  characters 
and  conscience  for  liire,  in  defiance  of  all 
decency  and  law;  but  in  the  kingdom  of 
Hungary,  ecclesiastics  are  more  scrupulous 
in  the  exercise  of  their  function,  and  the 
objection  was,  or  supposed  to  be,  altogether 
insurmountable;  so  that  they  were  fain  to 
have  recourse  to  an  expedient  with  which, 
after  some  hesitation,  our  she-adventurer  WdR 
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satisfied.  'J'hcy  joined  liaiids  in  the  sight  of 
Heaven,  wliich  tliey  called  to  witness,  and  to 
judge  the  sincerity  of  their  vows;  and  eii- 
o"aged,  in  a  vohnitary  oalh,  to  confirm  their 
union  by  the  sanction  of  the  church,  when- 
Rvor  a  convenient  opportunity  for  so  doing 
sliould  occur. 

The  scrup.cs  of  Teresa  being  thus  re- 
moved, she  adnutted  Ferdinand  to  tiie  privi- 
leges of  a  husband,  wliich  he  enjoyed  in 
Btolen  interviews,  and  readily  undertook  to 
c.xert  her  whole  power  in  promoting  his  suit 
with  her  young  mistress,  because  she  now 
considered  his  interest  as  inseparably  con- 
nected with  her  own.  Surely  nothing  could 
••c  more  absurd  or  preposterous  tiian  the 
articles  of  this  covenant,  which  she  insisted 
ipon  with  such  inflexibility.  How  could  she 
suppose  that  her  pretended  lover  would  be 
restrained  by  an  oath,  when  the  very  occa- 
sion of  incurring  it  was  an  intention  to  act  in 
violation  of  all  laws  humane  and  divine?  and 
vet  such  ridiculous  conjuration  is  commonly 
the  cement  of  every  conspiracy,  how  dark, 
30W  treacherous,  how  impious,  soever  it  may 
le :  a  certain  sign  that  there  are  some  re- 
mains of  religion  left  in  the  human  mind, 
even  after  every  moral  sentiment  hath  aban- 
doned it ;  and  that  the  most  execrable  rufilan 
*inds  means  to  quiet  the  suggestions  of  his 
conscience  by  some  reversionary  hope  of 
heaven's  forgiveness. 


CHAPTER  VHI. 

I'hcir  first  attempt;  with  a  digression 
which  some  readers  may  think  imper- 
tinent. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  our  lovers,  though  real 
voluptuaries,  amidst  the  first  transports  of 
their  enjoyment,  did  not  neglect  the  great 
political  aim  of  their  conjunction.  Teresa's 
bed-chamber,  to  which  our  hero  constantly 
repaired  at  midnight,  was  the  scene  of  their 
deliberations;  and  there  it  was  determined 
that  the  damsel,  in  order  to  avoid  suspicion, 
should  feign  herself  irritated  at  the  indiffer- 
ence of  Ferdinand,  her  jjassion  for  whom  wan 
by  this  time  no  secret  in  the  family;  and 
that,  with  a  view  to  countenance  this  afTccta- 
tion,  he  should  upon  all  occasions  treat  her 
with  an  air  of  lofliness  and  disdain. 

So  screened  from  all  imputation  of  fraud, 
she  was  furnished  by  him  with  artful  instruc- 
tions how  to  sound  the  inclinations  of  her 
young  mistress,  how  to  recommend  his  per- 
6on  and  qualifications  by  the  sure  methods 
of  contradiction,  comparisons,  revilings,  and 
reproach ;  how  to  watch  the  paroxysms  of 
her  disposition,  inflame  her  passions,  and 
improve  for  his  advantage  those  moments  of 
frtilty,  from  which  no  woman  is  exempted. 
Ii  short,  this  consummate  politician  taught 
ttis  tigcnt  to  poison  the  young  lady's  mind 


with  insidious  conversation,  tcnumg  to  in- 
spire  her  with  the  love  of  guilty  jjlcasure,  tc 
debauch  her  sentiments,  and  confound  Jier 
ideas  of  dignity  and  virtue.  Aflcr  all,  the 
task  is  not  dlllicult  to  lead  the  unpractised 
lieart  astray  by  dint  of  those  opportunities 
her  seducer  possessed.  The  seeds  of  insinua 
lion  seasonably  sown  upon  the  warm  lu.xu- 
riant  soil  of  youth,  could  hardly  fail  of  shooting 
up  into  such  intemperate  desires  as  he  wante<i 
to  produce,  especially  when  cultured  and 
cherished  in  her  unguarded  hours  by  tha' 
stimulating  discourse  which  familiarity  ad 
mits,  and  the  looser  passions,  ingrafted  in 
every  breast,  are  apt  to  relish  and  excuse. 

Fathom  had  previously  reconnoitred  tlu- 
ground,  and  discovered  some  marks  of  inffara 
mability  in  mademoiselle's  constitution  ;  hei 
beauty  was  not  such  as  to  engage  her  in  tliosr 
gaieties  of  amusement  which  coidd  flatter 
her  vanity  and  dissipate  her  ideas  :  and  shf 
was  of  an  age  when  the  little  loves  and  young 
desires  take  possession  of  the  fancy  ;  he  there- 
fore concluded,  that  she  had  the  more  leisure 
to  indulge  those  enticing  images  of  pleasure 
that  youth  never  fails  to  create,  particularly 
in  those  who,  like  her,  were  addicted  to  soli- 
tude and  study. 

Teresa,  full  fraught  with  the  wily  injunc- 
tions of  her  confederate,  took  the  field,  and 
opened  the  campaign  with  such  rcmar-kable 
sourness  in  her  aspect  when  Ferdinand  ap- 
peared, that  her  young  lady  could  not  help 
taking  notice  of  her  affected  chagrin,  and 
asked  the  reason  of  such  apparent  alteration 
in  her  way  of  thinking.  Prepared  for  this 
question,  the  other  replied,  in  a  manner  cal- 
culated forgiving  mademoiselle  to  understand, 
that,  whatever  impressions  Ferdinand  might 
have  formerly  made  on  her  heart,  they  were 
now  altogether  effaced  by  the  pride  and  in- 
solence  with  which  he  had  received  her  ad- 
vances ;  and  that  her  breast  now  glowed  with 
all  tiie  revenge  of  a  slighted  lover. 

To  evince  the  sincerity  of  this  declaration, 
she  bitterly  inveighed  against  him,  and  even 
affected  to  depreciate  those  talents  in  which 
she  knew  his  chief  merit  to  consist,  hopino-, 
by  these  means,  to  interest  mademoiselle'is 
candour  in  his  defence.  So  far  the  train 
succeeded;  that  young  lady's  love  for  truth 
was  ofTended  at  the  calumnies  that  were 
vented  against  Ferdinand  in  his  absence 
She  chid  her  woman  for  the  rancour  of  he. 
remarks,  and  undertook  to  refute  the  articles 
of  his  dispraise.  Teresa  supported  her  own 
assertions  with  great  obstinacy,  and  a  dispute 
ensued,  in  which  her  mistress  was  heated 
into  some  extravagant  commendations  of  our 
adventurer. 

His  supposed  enemy  did  not  fail  to  mako 
a  report  of  her  success,  and  to  magnify  every 
advantage  they  had  gained,  believing,  in  good 
earnest,  that  her  lady's  warmth  was  the  effect 
of  a  real  passion  for  the  fortunate  Mr  Fathom  • 
but  he  iiimself  viewed  the  adventure  in  a  dif- 


884 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


ferent  light,  and  rightly  imputed  the  violence 
ot  madeiiioisellc's  behaviour  lo  the  contra- 
di:tion  she  had  sustained  from  her  maid,  or 
lO  the  fire  of  her  natural  generosity  glowing 
\n  behalf  of  innocence  traduced.  Neverthe- 
'ess,  he  was  perfectly  well  pleased  with  the 
nature  of  the  cBntest,  because,  in  the  course 
of  such  debates,  he  foresaw  that  he  should 
become  habitually  her  hero,  and  that  in  time 
she  would  actually  believe  those  exaggera- 
tions of  his  merit  which  she  herself  had  feign- 
ed, for  the  honour  of  her  own  arguments. 

This  presage,  founded  upon  that  principle 
o*-  self-respect  without  which  no  individual 
exists,  may  certainly  be  justified  by  manifold 
occurrences  in  life  ;  we  ourselves  have  known 
a  very  pregnant  example,  which  we  shall 
relate,  for  the  emolument  of  the  reader.  A 
certain  needy  author  having  found  means  to 
present  a  manuscript  to  one  of  those  sons  of 
fortune  who  are  dignified  withtlie  appellation 
of  patrons,  instead  of  reaping  that  applause 
and  advantage  with  which  he  had  regaled  his 
fancy,  had  the  mortification  to  find  his  per- 
formance treated  with  infinite  irreverence 
and  contempt :  and,  in  high  dudgeon  and  dis- 
appointment, appealed  to  the  judgment  of 
another  critic,  who,  he  knew,  had  no  venera- 
t  ion  for  the  first. 

Tiiis  common  consolation,  to  which  all 
baffled  authors  have  recourse,  was  productive 
of  very  happy  consequences  to  our  bard  ;  for, 
though  the  opinions  of  both  judges  concern- 
ing the  piece  were  altogether  the  same,  the 
latter,  either  out  of  compassion  to  the  appel- 
lant, or  desire  of  rendering  his  rival  ridicu- 
lous in  the  eye  of  taste,  undertook  to  repair 
the  misfortune,  and  in  this  manner  executed 
the  plan  ;  in  a  meeting  of  literati,  to  which 
!)0th  these  wits  belonged,  he  who  had  espoused 
L.'.e  poet's  cause,  having  previously  desired 
another  member  to  bring  his  composition  on 
the  carpet,  no  sooner  heard  it  mentioned, 
than  he  began  to  censure  it  with  flagrant 
marks  of  scorn,  and,  with  an  ironical  air, 
looking  at  its  first  condemner,  observed,  that 
!u;  must  be  furiously  infected  with  the  rage 
or  patronizing,  who  could  take  such  a  de- 
plorable performance  into  his  protection. 
The  sarcasm  took  eflx^ct. 

The  person  against  whom  "it  was  levelled 
taking  umbrage  at  his  presumption,  assumed 
an  aspect  of  disdain,  and  replied,  with  great 
animosity,  that  nothing  was  more  easily  sup- 
l)ortcd  than  the  character  of  a  Zoilus,  be- 
cause no  production  was  altogether  free  from 
blemishes,  and  any  man  might  pronounce 
against  any  piece  by  the  lump,  without  in- 
teresting his  own  discernment ;  but  to  per- 
ceive the  beauties  of  a  work,  it  was  requisite 
to  have  learning,  juagmcnt,  and  taste ;  and 
therefore  he  die  rot  wonder  that  the  gentle- 
man had  overlooked  a  great  many  in  the 
•  •omposition  which  he  so  contemptuously 
descried.  A  rejoinder  succeeded  this  reply, 
md  produced  a  longtiain  of  altercation,  in 


which  the  gentleman  who  had  formerly  treat- 
ed the  book  with  such  disrespect  now  pr(v 
fessed  himself  its  passionate  admirer,  aiic 
held  forth  in  praise  of  it  with  great  wariatii 
and  elocution. 

Not  contented  with  having  exhibited  th.'ft 
instance  of  regard,  he  next  morning  sent  a 
message  to  the  owner,  importing,  that  he 
had  but  superficially  glanced  over  the  manu- 
script, and  desiring  the  favour  of  perusing  it 
a  second  time  ;  being  indulged  in  this  request, 
he  recommended  it  in  terms  of  rapture  to  all 
MS  frauds  and  dependents,  and  by  din-t  ol 
unw  ^aried  solicitation,  procured  a  very  ample 
subscription  for  the  author. 

But  to  resume  the  thread  of  our  story ; — 
Teresa's  practices  were  not  confined  to  sim- 
ple defamation  ;  her  reproaches  were  con- 
trived BO  as  to  imply  some  intelligence  in 
favour  of  the  person  she  reviled.  In  exem- 
plifying his  pertncss  and  arrogance,  she  re- 
peated his  witty  repartee ;  on  pretence  of 
blaming  his  ferocity,  she  recounted  proofs  of 
his  spirit  and  prowess  ;  and,  in  explaiwing  the 
source  of  his  vanity,  gave  her  mistress  tc 
understand,  that  a  certain  young  lady  of  fash- 
ion was  said  to  be  enamoured  of  his  person. 
Nor  did  this  well-instructed  understrapper 
omit  those  other  parts  of  her  cue  which  the 
principal  judged  necessary  for  the  furtherance 
of  his  scheme.  Her  conversation  became 
less  guarded,  and  took  a  freer  turn  than  usual ; 
she  seized  all  opportunities  of  introducing 
little  amorous  stories,  the  greatest  part  of 
which  were  invented,  for  the  purposes  of 
warming  her  passions,  and  lowering  the  price 
of  chastity  in  her  esteem  ;  for  she  represented 
all  the  young  ladies,  contemporaries  in  poin* 
of  age  and  situation,  as  so  many  sensualists, 
vi'ho,  without  scruple,  indulged  themselves  in 
the  stolen  pleasures  of  youth. 

Meanwhile  Ferdinand  seconded  these  eii- 
deavours  with  his  whole  industry  and  address : 
he  redoubled,  if  possible,  his  deference  and 
respect,  whetting  his  assiduity  to  the  keene^■t 
edge  of  attention  ;  and,  in  short,  regulated 
his  dress,  conversation,  and  deportment,  ac- 
cording to  the  fancy,  turn,  and  prevailing 
humour,  of  his  young  mistress.  He  more- 
over attempted  to  profit  by  her  curiosity, 
which  he  know  to  be  truly  feminine ;  ts^' 
having  culled  from  the  library  of  his  patron 
certain  dangerous  books,  calculated  to  de- 
bauch the  minds  of  young  people,  left  them 
occasionally  upon  the  table  in  his  apartment, 
after  having  directed  Teresa  to  pick  them  up, 
as  if  by  accident,  in  his  absence,  and  carry 
them  off  for  the  entertainment  of  made- 
moiselle; nay,  this  crafiy  projector  found 
means  to  furnish  his  associate  with  some  mis- 
chievous  preparations,  wh;ch  were  mingled  in 
her  chocolate,  tea,  or  coffee,  as  provocation? 
to  warm  her  constitution  ;  yet  all  these  ma- 
chinations, ingenious  as  they  were,  failed 
not  only  in  fiilfilling  their  aim,  but  even  in 
shaking  the  foundations  of  her  ^  irtue  or  pride. 
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which  stood  their  assaults  unmovoH,  like  a  * 
strong  to'ver  built  ii])om  a  rock,  impn^u^nable 
to  all  tlie  temiK'stiioiis  blasts  of  licavni. 

Not  but  that  the  consi)irators  wore  more 
than  once  mistaken  in  the  cflects  of  their 
artifices,  and  disposed  to  applaud  themselves 
on  the  progress  they  had  made.  When  at 
any  time  she  expressed  a  desire  to  examine 
those  performances  which  were  laid  before 
her  as  snares  to  entrap  her  chastity,  they 
attributed  tliat,  which  was  no  other  than  cu- 
riosity, to  a  looseness  of  sentiment ;  and  when 
she  discovered  no  aversion  to  hear  those 
anecdotes  concerning  the  frailty  of  her  neigh- 
bours, tliey  imputed  to  abatement  of  chastity 
that  satisfaction  which  was  the  result  of  self- 
congratulation  on  her  own  superior  virtue. 

So  far  did  the  treacherous  nccomj)lice  of 
Fatiiom  presume  upon  tliese  misconstruc- 
tions, that  she  at  length  divested  her  tongue 
of  all  restraint,  and  behaved  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  the  young  lady,  confounded  and 
incensed  at  her  indecency  and  impudence, 
rebuked  her  with  great  severity,  and  com- 
manded her  to  reform  her  discourse,  on  pain 
of  being  dismissed  witli  disgrace  from  her 
service. 


CHAPTER   IX. 

The  confederates  chans^e.  their  battery,  and 
achieve  a  remarkable  adventure. 

Thunderstruck  at  this  disappointment,  the 
confederates  held  a  council,  in  order  to  de- 
liberate upon  the  next  measures  that  should 
be  taken  ;  and  Ferdinand,  for  the  present, 
despairing  of  accomplishing  his  grand  aim, 
resolved  to  profit  in  another  manner,  by  the 
conveniency  of  his  situation,  lie  represented 
to  his  help-mate,  that  it  would  be  prudent  for 
them  to  make  hay  while  the  sun  shone,  as 
their  connexion  might  be  sooner  or  later  dis- 
covered, and  an  end  put  to  all  those  oppor- 
tunities which  they  now  so  happily  enjoyed. 
All  principles  of  morality  had  been  already 
excluded  from  their  former  plan  ;  consequently 
he  found  it  an  easy  task  to  interest  Teresa 
in  any  other  scheme  tending  to  their  mutual 
advantage,  howsoever  wicked  and  perfidious 
it  might  be.  He  therefore  persuaded  her  to 
be  his  aux  'iary  in  defrauding  mademoiselle 
at  play,  and  gave  her  suitable  directions  for 
that  purpose  ;  and  even  tutored  her  how  to 
abiise  the  trust  reposed  in  her,  by  embezzling 
the  young  lady's  effects,  without  incurring 
the  suspicion  of  dishonesty. 

On  the  supposition  that  every  servant  in 
the  house  was  not  ablo  to  resist  such  tempta- 
tion, the  purse  of  her  mistress  (to  which  the 
maid  had  always  access)  was  dropped  in  a 
passage  which  the  domestics  had  occasion  to 
frequent,  and  Fathom  posted  himself  in  a 
convenient  place,  in  order  to  observe  the 
offect  of  hia  stratagem.     Here  he  was  not 
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disappointed  in  his  conjecture.  The  firs' 
person  who  chanced  to  pass  that  way,  wa? 
one  of  the  chambermaids,  with  whom  Te/esa 
had  lived  for  some  time  in  a  stats  of  invete- 
rate enmity,  because  the  wench  had  failed  in 
that  homage  and  respect  which  was  paid  to 
her  by  the  rest  of  the  servants. 

I'^erdinand  had  in  his  heart  espoused  the 
quarrel  of  his  associate,  and  longed  for  an 
occasion  to  deliver  her  from  the  malicious 
observance  of  such  an  antagonist  :  when  he, 
therefore,  saw  her  approacli,  his  heart  throb- 
bed with  joyful  expectations;  but,  when  she 
snatched  up  the  purse,  and  thrust  it  into  her 
bosom,  witii  all  the  eagerness  and  confusion 
of  one  determined  to  appropriate  the  windfall 
to  her  own  use,  his  transports  were  altoge- 
ther unspeakable.  He  traced  her  to  her  own 
apartment,  whither  she  immediately  retreated 
with  great  trepidation,  and  then  communi- 
cated the  discovery  to  Teresa,  together  with 
instructions  how  to  behave  in  the  sequel. 

In  conformity  with  these  lessons,  she  took 
the  first  opportunity  of  going  to  mademoiselle 
and  demanding  money  for  some  necessary 
expens-^,  thattiie  loss  might  be  known  before 
the  finder  could  have  leisure  to  make  any 
fresh  conveyance  of  the  prize  ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  Ferdinand  ke!)t  a  strict  eye  upon 
the  motions  of  the  chambermaid.  The  young 
lady,  having  rummaged  her  pockets  in  vain, 
expressed  some  surprise  at  the  loss  of  her 
purse,  upon  which  her  attendant  gave  indica- 
tions of  extreme  amazement  and  concern  ; 
she  said  it  could  not  possibly  be  lost ;  en- 
treated her  to  search  her  cscritoir,  while  she 
herself  ran  about  the  room,  prying  into  every 
corner,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  fear  an? 
distraction.  Having  made  this  unsuccessful 
inquiry,  she  protended  to  shed  a  flood  of  tears, 
bewailing  her  own  fate,  in  being  near  the 
person  of  any  lady  who  met  with  such  a  mis- 
fortune,  by  which,  she  observed,  her  charac- 
ter might  be  called  in  question  :  she  produced 
her  own  keys,  and  begged,  upon  her  knees. 
that  her  chamber  and  boxes  might  be  searched 
without  delay. 

In  a  word,  she  demeaned  herself  so  artfully 
upon  this  occasion,  that  her  mistress,  who 
never  entertained  the  least  doubt  of  her  in- 
tegrity, now  looked  upon  her  as  a  miracle  of 
fidelity  and  attachment,  and  was  at  infinite 
pains  to  console  her  for  the  accident  which 
had  happened;  protesting  that,  for  her  own 
part,  the  loss  of  the  money  should  never 
affect  hffr  with  a  moment's  uneasiness,  if  she 
could  retrieve  a  certain  medal  which  she  had 
long  kept  in  her  purse  as  a  remembrance  of 
her  deceased  aunt,  from  whom  she  received 
it  in  a  present. 

Fathom  entered  accidentally,  in  the  midst 
of  this  well-acted  scene,  and,  peiceivmg  the 
agitation  of  the  maid,  and  the  concern  of  the 
mistress,  desired,  in  a  respectful  manner,  to 
know  the  cause  of  their  disorder.  Before 
the  vouno-  ladv  had  time  to  make  him  ac- 
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quainted  u'it!i  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
his  accomplice  exclaimed,  in  an  adected  pass- 
ion,— "Mr  Fatliom,  my  lady  has  lost  her 
purse;  and  as  no  persons  in  the  family  are  so 
much  about  her  as  ycu  and  I,  you  must  give 
me  leave,  in  my  own  justification,  to  insist 
upon  mademoiselle's  ordering  the  apartments 
of  us  both  to  be  searched  without  loss  of  time; 
here  are  my  pockets  and  my  keys,  and  you 
cannot  scruple  to  give  her  the  same  satisfiic- 
tion;  for  innocence  ha3  nothing  to  fear." 

Miss  Melvil  reprimanded  her  sharply  for 
her  unmannerly  zeal;  and  Ferdinand,  eyeing 
her  with  a  look  of  disdain, — "  Madam,"  said 
he,  "I  approve  of  your  proposal;  but,  before 
I  undergo  such  mortification,  I  would  advise 
mademoiselle  to  subject  the  two  chamber- 
maids to  such  inquiry;  as  they  also  have  ac- 
cess to  the  apartments,  and  are,  I  apprehend, 
as  likely  as  you  or  I  to  behave  in  such  a 
scandalous  manner." 

The  young  lady  declared  that  she  was  too 
well  satisfied  of  Teresa's  honesty  and  Ferdi- 
nand's honour,  to  harbour  the  least  suspicion 
of  either,  and  that  she  would  sooner  die  than 
disgrace  them  so  far  as  to  comply  with  the 
proposal  the  former  had  made;  but  as  she 
saw  no  reason  for  exempting  inferior  ser- 
vants from  that  examination  which  Fathom 
advised,  she  would  forthwith  put  it  in  execu- 
tion. The  chambermaids  being  accordingly 
summoned,  she  calmly  asked  if  either  of 
them  had  accidentally  found  the  purse  she 
liad  dropped?  and  both  replying  in  the  nega- 
tive, she  assumed  an  air  of  severity  and  deter- 
mination, and  demanding  their  keys,  threat- 
ened to  examino  their  trunks  on  the  instant. 

The  guilty  Abigail,  who,  though  an  Hun- 
garian, was  not  inferior,  in  point  of  effron- 
tery, to  any  one  of  the  sisterhood  in  England, 
no  sooner  heard  this  menace,  than  she 
affected  an  air  of  aff"ronted  innocence, 
thanked  God  she  had  lived  in  many  reputable 
families,  and  been  trusted  with  untold  gold, 
hut  was  never  before  suspected  of  theft;  that 
the  other  maid  might  do  ac  she  should  think 
proper,  and  be  mean-spirited  enough  to  let 
her  things  be  tumbled  topsy-turvy  and  ex- 
posed; but,  for  lier  own  part,  if  she  should  be 
used  in  that  inhuman  and  disgraceful  man- 
ner, she  would  not  stay  another  hour  in  the 
house;  and  in  conclusion  said,  that  mademoi- 
selle had  more  reason  to  look  sharp  after 
those  who  enjoyed  tlie  greatest  share  of  her 
favour,  than  believe  their  malicious  insinua- 
tions against  innocent  people,  whom  they 
were  well  known  to  hate  and  defame. 

This  declaration,  imfjjying  an  hint  to  the 
prejudice  of  Teresa,  far  'from  diverting  Miss 
Melvil  from  her  purpose,  served  only  to  en- 
nance  the  character  of  the  accused  in  her 
opinion,  and  to  confirm  her  suspicion  of  the 
accuser,  of  whom  she  again  demanded  her 
keys,  protesting  that,  should  she  prove  re- 
fractory, the  count  himself  should  take  cog- 
nizance o    the  affair,  whereas,  if  she  would 


deal  ingenuously,  she  should  have  no  cause 
to  repent  of  her  confession.  So  saying,  shs 
desired  our  adventurer  to  take  the  trouble  of 
calling  up  some  of  tlie  men-servants;  upoi 
which  the  conscious  criminal  began  to  trem. 
ble,  and,  falling  upon  her  knees,  acknow- 
ledged her  guilt,  and  implored  the  forgiveness 
of  her  young  mistress. 

Teresa,  seizing  this  occasion  to  signalize 
her  generosity,  jomed  in  the  request,  and  thi; 
offender  was  pardoned,  after  having  restored 
the  purse,  and  promised,  in  the  sight  of  Hea- 
ven, that  the  devil  should  never  again  entice 
her  to  the  commission  of  such  a  crime. 
This  adventure  fully  answered  all  the  pur- 
poses of  our  politician;  it  established  the 
opinion  of  his  fellow-labourer's  virtue,  be- 
yond the  power  of  accident  or  information  to 
shake,  and  set  up  a  false  beacon  to  mislead 
iho  sentiments  of  mademoiselle,  in  case  she 
should  for  the  future  meet  with  the  like  mis- 
fortune. 


CHAPTER  X. 

They  proceed  to  levy  contributions  with 
great  success,  until  our  hero  sets  cut  with 
the  young  count  fur  VieJi7ia,  wliere  he 
enters  into  league  with  another  adven- 
turer. 

Under  this  secure  cover,  Teresa  levind 
contributions  upon  her  mistress  with  great 
success.  Some  trinket  was  missing  eve7y 
day;  the  young  lady's  patience  began  to  fail: 
the  faithful  attendant  was  overw^helmed  with 
consternation,  and  with  the  appearance  of 
extreme  chagrin,  demanded  her  dismission, 
affirming  that  tliese  things  were  certainly 
effected  by  some  person  in  the  family,  with 
a  view  of  murdering  her  precious  reputation. 
Miss  Melvil,  not  without  difficulty,  quieted 
her  vexation  with  assurances  of  inviolable 
confidence  and  esteem,  until  a  pair  of  diamond 
ear-rings  vanished,  when  Teresa  coulu  no 
loiiirer  keep  her  affliction  within  bounds. 
Indeed  this  was  an  event  of  more  conse 
quence  than  all  the  rest  which  had  happened, 
for  the  jewels  were  valued  at  five  hundred 
florins. 

Mademoiselle  was  accordingly  alarmed  :o 
such  a  degree,  that  she  made  her  mother  ac- 
quainted with  her  loss,  and  that  good  lady, 
who  was  an  excellent  economist,  did  not  fail 
to  give  indications  of  extraordinary  concern. 
She  asked  if  her  daughter  had  reason  to 
suspect  any  individual  in  the  fiinily,  and  if 
she  was  perfectly  confident  of  her  own  wo- 
man's integrity!  Upon  which  mademoiselle, 
with  many  encomiums  on  the  fidelity  an^ 
attachment  of  Teresa,  rccoi'.nted  the  adven- 
ture of  the  chambermaid,  who  immediately 
underwent  a  strict  inquiry,  and  was  even 
committed  to  prison,  on  the  strength  of  hoi 
former   misdemeanour.       Our   adventurer'* 
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se- 


nate insifsted  iipuii  imdiM.joiiitr  the  same  trial 
with  the  rest  of  the  doiu  ^stics,  and  as  usual 
comprehended  Fathom  in  h«'r  insinuations; 
while  he  seconded  the  proposal,  and  privately 
counselled  the  old  lady  to  introduce  Teresa 
to  the  magistrate  of  the  place.  By  these 
preconcerted  recriminations,  they  escaped 
all  suspicion  of  collusion.  After  a  fruitless 
inquiry,  the  prisoner  was  discharged  from  her 
confinement,  and  turned  out  of  the  service 
of  the  count,  in  wliose  private  opinion  the 
character  of  no  jwrson  suH'ered  so  much  as 
that  of  his  own  son,  whom  he  suspected  of 
having  embezzled  ihe  jewels  for  the  use  of 
a  certain  inamorata,  who,  at  that  time,  was 
said  to  have  captivated  his  affections. 

The  old  gentleman  felt  upon  this  occasion 
all  that  internal  anguish  which  a  man  of 
honour  may  be  supposed  to  suffer,  on  account 
of  a  son's  degeneracy;  and,  without  divulg- 
ing his  sentiments,  or  even  hinting  his 
suspicions  to  the  youth  himself,  determined 
to  detach  him  at  once  from  such  dangerous 
connexions,  by  sending  him  forthwith  to  Vi- 
enna, on  pretence  of  finishing  his  exercises 
at  the  academy,  and  ushering  him  into  ac- 
quaintance with  the  great  world.  Though 
he  would  not  be  thought  by  the  young  gen- 
tleman himself  to  harbour  the  least  doubt  of 
nis  morals,  he  did  not  scruple  to  unbosom 
uimsel!  on  that  subject  to  Ferdinand,  whose 
Bogacity  and  virtue  he  held  in  great  venera- 
tion. This  indulgent  patron  expressed  him- 
self in  the  most  pathetic  terms,  on  the  unto- 
ward  disposition  of  his  son  ;  he  told  Fathom, 
'.hat  he  should  accompany  Renaldo  (that  was 
the  youth's  name)  not  only  as  a  companion, 
but  a  preceptor  and  pattern  ;  conjured  him 
to  assist  his  tutor  in  superintending  his  con- 
duct, and  to  reinforce  the  governor's  precepts 
by  his  own  example ;  to  inculcate  upon  him 
the  most  delicate  punctilios  of  honour,  and 
decoy  him  into  extravagance,  rather  than 
leave  the  least  illiberal  sentiment  in  his  heart. 

Our  crafty  adventurer,  with  demonstra- 
tions of  the  utmost  sensibility,  acknowledged 
the  great  goodness  of  the  count  in  reposing 
such  confidence  in  his  integrity:  which,  as  he 
observed,  none  but  the  worst  of  villains  could 
abuse;  and  fervently  wished  that  he  might  no 
longer  exist,  than  he  should  continue  to  re- 
member and  resent  the  obligations  he  owed 
to  his  kind  benefactor.  While  preparations 
were  making  for  their  departure,  our  hero 
held  a  council  with  his  associate,  whom  he 
enr'ched  with  many  sage  instructions  touch- 
ing her  future  operations;  he  at  the  same  time 
disburdened  her  of  all  or  the  greatest  part  of 
the  spoils  she  had  won,  and  after  having  re- 
ceived divers  marks  of  bounty  from  the  count 
and  his  lady,  together  with  a  purse  from  his 
young  mistress,  he  set  out  for  Vienna  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  with  Renaldo  and 
his  governor,  who  were  provided  with  letters 
of  recommendation  to  some  of  the  count's 
friends  belonging  to  the  imperial  court. 
33 


Such  a  tavourubie  introduction  could  not 
fail  of  being  advantageous  to  a  youth  of  Fer- 
dinand's s|K;cious  accomplishments;  for  he 
was  considered  as  tlie  young  count's  com- 
panion, admitted  into  ids  parties,  and  included 
in  all  the  entertainments  to  which  Renaldo 
was  invited.  He  soon  distinguished  himself 
by  his  activity  and  address,  in  the  course  of 
those  exercises  that  were  taught  at  the  aca- 
demy of  which  he  was  pupil;  his  manners 
were  so  engaging  as  to  attract  the  accjuaint- 
ance  of  his  fellow-students,  and  his  conver- 
sation being  sprightly  and  inofiensive,  grew 
into  very  great  request;  in  a  word,  he  and 
the  young  count  formed  a  remarkable  con- 
trast, which,  in  the  eye  of  the  world, 
redounded  to  his  advantage. 

They  were  certainly,  in  all  respects,  tiie 
reverse  of  each  other.  Renaldo,  under  a 
total  defect  of  exterior  cultivation,  possessed 
a  most  excellent  understanding,  with  every 
virtue  that  dignifies  the  human  heart;  while 
the  other,  beneath  a  most  agreeable  outside, 
with  an  inaptitude  and  aversion  to  letters, 
concealed  an  amazing  fund  of  villainy  and 
ingratitude.  Hitherto  his  observation  hid 
been  confined  to  a  narrow  sphere,  and  hiii 
reflections,  though  surprisingly  just  and 
acute,  had  not  attained  to  that  maturity  which 
age  and  experience  give;  but  now,  his  per- 
ceptions began  to  be  more  distinct,  and  ex- 
tended to  a  thousand  objects  which  had  never, 
before  come  under  his  cognizance. 

He  had  formerly  imagined,  but  was  now 
fully  persuaded,  that  the  sons  of  men  preyed 
upon  one  another,  and  such  was  the  end  and 
condition  of  their  being.  Among  the  prin- 
cipal figures  of  life,  he  observed  few  or  no 
characters  that  did  not  bear  a  strong  analogy 
to  the  savage  tyrants  of  the  wood.  One 
resembled  a  tiger  in  fury  and  rapaciousness; 
a  second  prowled  about  like  an  hungry  wolf, 
seeking  whom  he  might  devour;  a  third  acted 
the  part  of  a  jackal,  in  beating  the  bush  for 
game  to  his  voracious  employer;  and  a  fourth 
imitated  the  wily  fox,  in  practising  a  thou- 
sand crafty  ambuscades  for  the  destruction 
of  the  ignorant  and  unwary.  This  last  was 
the  department  of  life  for  which  he  found 
himself  best  qualified  by  nature  and  inclina- 
tion; and  he  accordingly  resolved  that  hit 
talent  should  not  rust  in  his  ])osses6ion.  Hf 
was  already  pretty  well  versed  in  all  the 
sciences  of  play;  but  he  had  every  day  occa- 
sion to  see  these  arts  carried  to  such  a  sur- 
prising pitch  of  finesse  and  dexterity,  as 
discouraged  him  from  building  his  schemes 
on  that  foundation. 

He  therefore  determined  to  fascinate  the 
judgment,  rather  than  the  eyes  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  by  a  continual  exerci.sc  of  that 
gift  of  deceiving,  with  which  he  knew  him- 
self endued  to  an  unrivalled  degree;  and  to 
acquire  unbounded  influence  with  those  who 
might  be  subservient  to  his  interest,  by  au 
assiduous  application  to  their  prevailing  pass 
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ions.  Not  tlmt  play  was  altogctlier  left  out 
m  the  projection  ot"  iiis  economy:  though  he 
engaged  himself  very  little  in  the  e.xccutive 
jiart  of  gaming,  he  had  not  been  long  in 
Vienna,  when  he  entered  into  league  with  a 
irenius  of  that  kind,  whom  he  distinguished 
among  the  pupils  of  the  academy,  and  who 
indeed  had  taken  up  his  habitation  in  tiiat 
place  with  a  view  to  pillage  the  provincials 
on  their  first  arrival  in  town,  before  they 
could  be  armed  with  proper -circumspection 
to  picserve  their  money,  or  have  time  to 
dispose  of  it  in  an}''  other  shape. 

Similar  characters  naturally  attract  each 
other,  and  people  of  our  hero's  principles 
are,  of  all  others,  the  most  apt  to  distinguish 
their  own  likeness  wheresoever  it  occurs  ; 
because  they  always  keep  the  faculty  of 
discerning  in  full  exertion.  It  was  in  con- 
tequence  of  this  mutual  alertness,  that  Ferdi- 
nand and  the  stranger,  who  was  a  native  of 
Tyrol,  perceived  themselves  reflected  in  the 
dispositions  of  each  otiier,  and  immediately 
entered  into  an  otiensive  and  defensive  alli- 
ance ;  our  adventurer  undertaking  for  the 
articles  of  intelligence,  countenance,  and 
counsel,  and  his  associate  charging  himself 
wi)'-;  the  risk  of  execution. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Vathom  makes  vnriona  efforts  in  the  world 
of  gallantry. 

Thus  connected,  they  began  to  hunt  in  cou- 
ples ;  and  Fathom,  in  order  to  profit  by  the 
alliance  with  a  good  grace,  contrived  a  small 
scheme  that  succeeded  to  his  wish.  Renaldo 
being  one  night  intoxicated  in  the  course  of 
a  merry-making  with  Iiis  fellow-pupils,  from 
which  Fathom  had  purposelj''  absented  him- 
self, was  by  the  Tyrolese  so  artfully  provoked 
to  play,  chat  he  could  not  resist  the  tempta- 
tion, but  engaged  at  pass-dice  with  that  fell 
adversary,  who,  in  less  than  an  hour,  stripped 
him  of  a  pretty  round  sum.  Next  day,  when 
the  youncr  gentleman  recovered  the  use  of 
ids  recollection,  he  was  sensibly  chagrined  at 
the  folly  and  precipitation  of  his  own  conduct, 
an  account  of  which  he  comnumicated  in 
confidence  to  our  hero,  with  demonstrations 
of  infinite  shame  and  concern. 

Ferdinand  having  moralized  upon  the  sub- 
ject with  great  sagacity,  and  sharply  in- 
xelf^hed  against  the  Tyrolese,  for  the  unfair 
advantage  he  had  taken,  retired  to  his  closet, 
and  wrote  the  following  billet,  which  was 
immediately  sent  to  his  ally. 

"  The  obligations  I  owe,  and  the  attach- 
ments I  feel  to  the  Count  de  Melvil,  will  not 
suffer  me  to  be  an  idle  spectator  of  the 
wrongs  offered  to  his  son,  in  the  dishonour- 
able use,  I  understand,  you  made  last  night 
of  his  unguarded  hours  ;  I  therefore  insist 
j(ion  your  making  immediate  restitution  of 


the  booty  which  you  so  unjustly  got ;  other, 
wise  1  expect  you  will  meet  me  upon  the 
ramparts,  near  the  bastion  de  la  Port  Neuve, 
to-morrow  morning  at  day-break,  in  order  to 
justify,  with  your  sword,  the  finesse  you  have 
practised  upon  the  friend  of 

"Ferdinand  de  Fathom." 

The  gamester  no  sooner  received  this  in- 
timation, than,  according  to  the  plan  which 
had  been  preconcerted  betwixt  the  author 
and  him,  he  went  to  the  apartment  of  Re- 
naldo, and  presenting  the  sum  of  monev 
which  he  had  defrauded  him  of  the  precedins 
night,  told  him,  with  a  stern  countenance, 
that  though  it  was  a  just  acquisition,  jie 
scorned  to  avail  himself  of  his  good  fortune 
against  any  person  who  entertained  the 
smallest  doubt  of  his  honour. 

The  young  count,  surprised  at  this  address, 
rejected  his  offer  v/ith  disdain,  and  desired  to 
know  the  moaning  of  such  an  unexpected 
declaration.  Upon  which  the  other  produced 
Ferdinand's  billet,  and  threatened,  in  very 
high  terms,  to  meet  the  stripling  according 
to  his  invitation,  and  chastise  him  severely 
for  his  presumption.  The  consequence  of 
this  explanation  is  obvious.  Renaldo,  im- 
puting the  officiousness  of  Fathom  to  the 
zeal  of  his  friendship,  interposed  in  the  quar- 
rel, which  was  amicably  compromised,  not  a 
little  to  the  honour  of  our  adventurer,  who 
thus  obtained  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
his  courage  and  integrity,  without  the  ieast 
ha^.ard  to  his  person  ;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  his  confederate  recommended  himself 
to  the  esteem  of  the  young  count  by  his 
spirited  behaviour  on  this  occasion  ;  so  that 
Renaldo  being  less  shy  of  his  company  foi 
the  future,  the  Tyrolese  had  the  fairer  op- 
portunities to  prosecute  his  designs  upon  the 
young  gentleman's  purse. 

It  would  be  almost  superfluous  to  say,  that 
these  were  not  neglected.  The  son  of  Count 
Melvil  was  not  deficient  in  point  of  penetra- 
tion  :  but  his  whole  study  was  at  that  time 
engrossed  by  the  care  of  his  education,  and 
he  had  sometimes  recourse  to  play  as  to  an 
amusement  by  which  he  sought  to  unbend 
the  severity  of  his  attention  ;  no  wonder, 
then,  that  he  fell  a  prey  to  an  artful  gamester, 
who  had  been  regularly  trained  to  the  pro- 
fession, and  made  it  the  sole  study  of  his 
life  ;  especially  as  the  Hungarian  was  re- 
markable for  a  warmth  of  temper,  which  a 
knight  of  the  post  always  knows  how  to 
manage  for  his  own  advantage. 

In  the  course  of  these  operations.  Fathom 
was  a  very  useful  correspondent ;  lie  instruct- 
ed the  Tyrolese  in  the  peculiarities  of  Re- 
naldo's  disposition,  and  made  him  acquainted 
with  the  proper  seasons  for  profiting  by  his 
dexterity.  Ferdinand,  for  example,  who,  by 
the  authority  derived  to  him  from  the  injunc 
tions  of  the  old  count,  sometimes  took  upon 
himself  the  office  of  an  adviser,  cunningly 
chose  to  counsel  the  son  at  those  conjunctureu 
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when  he  knew  him  least  able  to  hear  such 
expostulation.  Advice  improperly  adminis- 
tered geneialiy  acts  in  dikmetrical  opposition 
to  the  purpose  tor  which  it  is  supposed  to  be 
given ;  at  least  this  was  the  case  with  the 
young  gentleman,  who,  intlamed  by  tlie  re- 
proof of  such  a  tutor,  u.-^ed  to  obey  the  dic- 
tates of  his  resentment,  in  an  immediate  re- 
petition of  that  conduct  wiiich  our  adventurer 
nad  taken  the  liberty  to  disapprove ;  and  the 
yaniester  was  always  at  hand  to  minister 
into  his  indifjnation.  By  these  means  he 
wa.s  disincumbercd  of  divers  considerable  re- 
mittanccs,  with  which  his  father  cheerfully 
supplied  him,  on  the  supposition  that  they 
were  spent  with  taste  and  liberality,  under 
the  direction  of  our  adventurer. 

Cut  Ferdinand's  views  were  not  confined 
to  the  narrow  field  of  this  alliance  ;  he  at- 
tempted divers  enterprises  in  the  world  of 
^rallantry,  conscious  of  his  own  j)ersonaI 
tiualifications,  and  never  doubting  that  he 
could  insinuate  himself  into  the  good  graces 
of  some  married  lady  about  court,  or  lay  an 
opulent  dowager  under  contribution.  Eut  he 
met  with  an  obstacle  in  his  endeavours  of 
this  kind,  which  all  his  art  was  unable  to 
surmount.  This  was  no  other  than  the  ob- 
scurity of  his  birth,  and  the  want  of  a  title, 
without  which  no  person  in  that  country  lays 
claim  to  the  privileges  of  a  gentleman.  Had 
he  foreseen  this  inconvenience,  he  might  have 
made  shitl  to  obviate  the  conseciuenccs,  by 
obtaining  permission  to  appear  in  the  cha- 
racter of  the  count's  kinsman  :  though,  in  all 
probability,  such  an  e.vpcdient  would  not  have 
been  e.xtrcmely  agreeable  to  the  old  gentle- 
man, wlio  was  very  tenacious  of  the  honour 
of  his  family;  nevertheless,  his  generosity 
.Tiight  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  indulge 
Fathom  with  such  a  pretext,  in  consideration 
of  the  youth's  supposed  atlachineiit,  and  the 
obligations  for  which  he  deemed  himself  in- 
debted to  his  deceased  mother. 

True  it  is,  Ferdinand,  upon  his  first  arrival 
at  Vienna,  had  been  admitted  into  fashionable 
company,  on  the  footing  of  Renaldo's  com- 
panion, because  nobody  suspected  the  defect 
of  his  pedigree  ;  and  even  after  a  report  had 
been  circulated  to  tlie  prejudice  of  his  extrac- 
tion, by  the  industry  of  a  lacquey  who  attend- 
ed the  young  count,  there  were  not  wanting 
many  youn^  people  of  distinction  who  still 
favoured  him  with  tlicir  countenance  and 
corrfc-'pondence ;  but  hewa.s  no  longer  invited 
to  private  families,  in  which  only  he  could 
e.xpect  to  profit  by  his  address  among  the  la- 
i'.s.<,  wnd  had  tlie  mortification  of  finding  him- 
c<jlf  frequently  excepted  from  parties  which 
were  expres-Oy  calculated  for  the  entertain- 
roent  of  the  young  count.  Luckily,  his  spirit 
A'as  so  pliant  as  to  sustain  these  slitrhts  with- 
out being  much  dejected  ;  instead  of  repining 
»t  the  loss  of  that  respect  which  had  been 

Eiid  to  him  at  f.rst,  he  end-iavoured,  with  all 
9  might,  to  preserve  the  little  that  still  re- 


mained, and  resolved  to  translate  into  an 
humbler  spiiore  that  gallantry  which  he  had 
no  longer  op|)ortunities  of  displaying  in  the 
world  of  rank  and  fashion. 


CHAPTER  XU. 

He  cjjfecls  a  lodgement  in  tlie  house  of  a 
rick  jeweller. 

In  consequence  of  this  determination,  he 
to  the  uttermost  exerted  his  good  humour 
among  tho  i'ew  friends  of  consequence  his 
fortune  had  left,  and  even  carried  his  com- 
plaisance so  far,  as  to  become  the  humble 
servant  of  their  pleasures,  while  he  attempted 
to  extend  his  acquaintance  in  an  inferior  patli 
of  life,  where  he  thought  his  talents  would 
shine  more  conspicuous  than  at  the  assem- 
blies of  the  great,  and  conduce  more  effec- 
tually to  the  interest  of  all  his  designs. 

Nor  did  he  find  himself  disappointed  in 
that  expectation,  sanguine  as  it  was.  He 
soon  found  means  to  be  introduced  to  the 
house  of  a  wealthy  bourgeois,  where  every 
individual  was  charmed  with  his  easy  air  and 
extraordinary  qualifications.  He  accommo- 
dated himself  surprisingly  to  the  humours  of 
the  whole  family ;  smoked  tobacco,  swallowed 
wine,  and  discoursed  of  stones  with  the  hns 
band,  who  was  a  rich  jeweller  ;  sacrificed 
himself  to  the  pride  and  loquacity  of  the  wife, 
and  played  upon  the  violin,  and  sung  alter- 
nately, ibr  till!  amusement  of  his  only  daugh- 
ter, a  buxom  lass,  nearly  of  his  own  age,  the 
fruit  of  a  former  marriage. 

It  was  net  long  before  Ferdinand  had  rea- 
son to  congratulate  himself  on  the  footing  he 
had  gained  in  this  society.  He  had  expect^ 
to  find,  and  in  a  little  time  actually  discovered, 
that  mutual  jealousy  and  rancour  which  al- 
most always  subsist  between  a  daughter  and 
her  stepdamc,  infianied  with  all  the  virulence 
of  female  emulation ;  for  the  disparity  in  their 
ages  served  only  to  render  them  the  more 
inveterate  rivals  in  the  desire  of  captivating 
the  other  sex.  Our  adventurer,  having  de- 
liberated upon  the  means  of  converting  this 
animosity  to  his  own  advantage,  saw  no  me- 
thod for  this  purpose  so  feasible,  as  that  of 
making  his  approaches  to  the  hearts  of  both, 
by  ministering  to  each,  in  private,  food  for 
their  reciprocal  envy  and  malevolence ;  be- 
cause he  well  knew,  that  no  road  lies  so  di- 
rect and  open  to  a  woman's  heart,  as  that  cf 
gratifying  her  passions  of  vanity  and  resents 
ment. 

When  he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  par- 
ticular with  the  mother,  he  expressed  his  con- 
cern for  having  unwittingly  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure  of  mademoiselle,  which,  he  observed, 
was  obvious  in  every  circumstance  of  her  be- 
haviour towards  him;  protesting,  he  was  ut- 
terly innocent  of  all  intention  of  offemling 
her ;  and  that  he  could  not  account  for  ins 
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disgi'ace  any  other  way,  than  by  supposing 
she  took  umbrage  at  the  direction  of  his  chief 
regards  towards  her  mother-in-law,  which, 
ae  owned,  was  altogether  involuntary,  being 
wholly  influenced  by  tliat  lady's  superior 
cltarms  and  politeness. 

Such  a  declaration  was  perfectly  well  cal- 
culated for  the  meridian  of  a  dame  like  her, 
who,  with  all  the  intoxications  of  unenlight- 
ened pride,  and  an  increased  appetite  for 
pleasure,  had  begun  to  find  herself  neglected, 
and  even  to  believe  that  her  attractions  were 
actually  on  the  wane.  Slie  very  graciously 
?onsoled  our  gallant  for  the  mishap  of  which 
ne  complained,  representing  Wilhelmina 
(that  was  the  daughter's  name)  as  a  pert, 
illiterate,  envious  baggage,  of  whose  disgust 
•\e  ought  to  make  no  consideration;  then  she 
fecounted  many  instances  of  her  own  gene- 
rosity to  that  young  lady,  with  the  returns 
of  malice  and  ingratitude  she  had  made  ;  and, 
lastly,  enumerated  all  the  imperfections  of 
her  person,  education  and  behaviour ;  that 
he  might  see  with  what  justice  tlie  gypsy 
pretended  to  vie  with  those  who  had  been 
distinguished  by  the  approbation  and  even 
gallantry  of  the  best  people  in  Vienna. 

Having  thus  established  himself  her  con- 
fidant and  gossip,  he  knew  his  next  step  of 
promotion  would  necessarily  be  to  the  degree 
of  her  lover  ;  and,  in  that  belief,  resolved  to 
play  the  same  game  with  Mademoiselle  Wil- 
helmina, whose  complexion  was  very  much 
akin  to  that  of  her  step-mother ;  indeed  they 
resembled  each  other  too  much  to  live  upon 
any  terms  of  friendship  or  even  decorum. 
Fathom,  in  order  to  enjoy  a  private  conversa- 
tion with  the  young  lady,  never  failed  to  re- 
[)eat  his  visit  every  afternoon,  till  at  length 
he  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  her  disengaged, 
the  jeweller  being  occupied  among  his  work- 
men, and  his  wife  gone  to  assist  at  a  lying-in. 

Our  adventurer  and  the  daughter  had  al- 
ready exchanged  their  vows,  by  the  express- 
ive  language  of  the  eyes :  he  had  even 
declared  himself  in  some  tender  ejaculations 
which  had  been  softly  whispered  in  her  ear, 
when  he  could  snatch  an  opportunity  of  vent- 
mg  them  unperceived  ;  nay,  he  had  upon  di- 
vers occasions  gently  squeezed  her  fair  hand, 
on  pretence  of  tuning  her  harpsichord,  and 
been  favoured  with  returns  of  the  same  cor- 
dial pressure  ;  so  that,  instead  of  accosting 
her  with  the  fearful  hesitation  and  reserve  of 
A  timid  swain,  he  told  her,  after  the  exercise 
of  the  doux-yeux,  that  he  was  come  to  con- 
fer with  her  upon  a  subject  that  nearly  con- 
cerned her  peace  ;  and  asked  if  she  had  not 
obsened  of  late  an  evident  abatement  of 
friendship  in  her  mother's  behaviour  to  him, 
whom  she  had  formerly  treated  with  such 
marks  of  favour  and  respect.  Mademoiselle 
would  not  pay  so  ill  a  compliment  to  her  own 
discernment  as  to  say  she  had  not  perceived 
•he  alteration,  which,  on  the  contrary,  she 
i>vnen  was  extremely  palpable ;  nor  was  it 


difficult  to  divine  the  cause  of  such  estranged 
looks.  This  remark  was  accompanied  with 
an  irresistible  glance :  she  smiled  enchanting, 
the  colour  deepened  on  her  cheeks,  her  breast 
began  to  heave,  and  her  whole  frame  under- 
went a  most  agreeable  confusion. 

Ferdinand  was  not  a  man  to  let  such  a  fa- 
vourable conjuncture  pass  unregarded.  '•  Yes, 
charming  Wilhelmina  I"  exclaimed  the  poll- 
tician  in  an  affected  rapture,  "  the  cause  is  as 
conspicuous  as  your  attractions.  She  hath, 
in  spite  of  all  my  circumspection,  perceived 
that  passion  which  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
conceal,  and  in  consequence  of  which  I  now 
declare  myself  your  devoted  adorer  ;  or,  con- 
scious of  your  superior  excellence,  her  jea- 
lousy hath  taken  tlie  alarm,  and,  tjiough  stung 
with  conjecture  only,  repines  at  the  triumph 
of  your  perfections.  How  far  this  spirit  of 
malignity  may  be  inflamed  to  my  prejudice, 
I  know  not ;  perhaps,  as  this  is  the  first,  it 
may  be  also  the  last  opportunity  I  shall  have 
of  avowing  the  dearest  sentiments  of  my 
heart  to  the  fair  object  that  inspired  them  ; 
in  a  word,  I  may  be  for  ever  excluded  from 
your  presence.  Excuse  me,  then,  divine 
creature !  from  the  practice  of  those  unne- 
cessary forms,- which  I  should  take  pride  in 
observing,  were  I  indulged  with  the  ordinary 
privileges  of  an  honourable  lover ;  and,  once 
for  all,  accept  the  homage  of  an  heart  over- 
flowing  with  love  and  admiration.  Yes,  ador- 
able Wilhelmina !  I  am  dazzled  with  your 
supernatural  beauty  ;  your  other  accomplish- 
ments strike  me  with  wonder  and  awe.  I 
am  enchanted  by  the  graces  of  your  deport 
ment,  ravished  with  the  charms  of  your  con 
versation  :  and  there  is  a  certain  tenderness 
of  benevolence  in  that  endearing  aspect, 
which,  I  trust,  will  not  fail  to  melt  with  sym- 
pathy at  the  emotions  of  a  faithful  slave 
like  me." 

So  saying,  he  threw  himself  upon  his  knees, 
and,  seizing  her  plump  hand,  pressed  it  to 
his  lips  with  all  the  violence  of  real  trans- 
port. The  nymph,  whose  passions  nature 
had  filled  to  the  brim,  could  not  hear  such  a 
rhapsody  unmoved  :  being  an  utter  stranger 
to  addresses  of  this  kind,  she  understood 
every  word  of  it  in  the  literal  acceptation; 
she  believed  implicitly  in  the  truth  of  the 
encomiums  he  had  bestowed,  and  thought  i'. 
reasonable  he  should  be  rewarded  for  the  jus 
tice  he  had  done  to  her  qualifications,  whicl 
had  hitherto  been  almost  altogether  over- 
looked :  in  short,  her  heart  began  to  thaw, 
and  her  face  to  hang  out  the  flag  of  capitula- 
tion ;  which  was  no  sooner  perceived  by  our 
hero,  than  he  renewed  his  attack  with  re- 
doubled fervour,  pronouncing,  in  a  most 
vehement  tone, — "  Light  of  niy  eyes,  and  em- 
press of  my  soul !  behold  me  prostrate  at  your 
feet,  waiting,  with  the  most  pious  resigna- 
tion, for  that  sentence  from  your  lips,  on 
which  my  future  happiness  or  misery  must 
altogether  depend.    Not  with  more  reverence 
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fioes  the  unhappy  bashaw  kiss  the  suhaii's 
,etler  that  contains  liis  duoni,  than  1  will  sub- 
mit to  your  fatal  ck'terniinatioii.  Si)oak,  then, 
angelic  sweetness!  fur  never,  ali!  never  will 
I  rise  from  this  suppliant  posture,  until  I  am 
encouraged  to  .ive  and  hope.  No  I  if  you 
refuse  to  fcmile  upon  my  passion,  here  shall 
I  breathe  the  last  sijrhs  of  a  despairing  lover  : 
here  shall  this  faithful  sword  do  the  last  office 
lo  its  unfortunate  master,  and  shed  the  blood 
of  the  truest  heart  that  ever  felt  the  cruel 
pangs  of  disappointed  love." 

The  young  lady,  well  nigh  overcome  by 
this  effusion,  which  brought  the  tears  into  her 
eyes, — "  Enough,  enougli,"  cried  she,  inter- 
rupting him,  "  sure  you  men  were  created  for 
the  ruin  of  our  se.v."  "  Ruin !"  re-echoed  Fa- 
thom, "  tallv  not  of  ruin  and  Wilhelmina  !  let 
these  terms  be  for  ever  parted,  far  as  the  east 
and  west  asunder  !  let  ever-smiling  peace  at- 
tend her  steps,  and  love  and  joy  still  wanton 
in  her  train  !  Ruin,  indeed,  shall  wait  upon 
iier  enemies,  if  such  there  be,  and  those  love- 
orn  wretches  who  pine  with  anguish  under 
ler  disdain  :  grant  me,  kind  Heaven,  a  more 
propitious  boon  :  direct  her  genial  regards  to 
one  whose  love  is  without  example,  and  whose 
constancy  is  unparalleled :  bear  witness  to 
my  constancy  and  faith,  ye  verdant  hills,  ye 
fertile  plains,  ye  shady  groves,  ye  purling 
Btreams  ;  and  if  I  prove  untrue,  ah  !  let  me 
never  find  a  solitary  willow  or  a  bubbling 
brook,  by  help  of  which  I  may  be  enabled  to 
put  a  period  to  my  wretched  life." 

Here  this  excellent  actor  began  to  sob 
mosi  piteously,  and  the  tender-hearted  Wil- 
helmina, unable  longer  to  withstand  his 
moving  tale,  with  a  repetition  of  the  inter- 
jection, ah !  gently  dropped  into  his  arms. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  a  correspondence 
that  soon  rose  to  a  very  interesting  pitch; 
and  they  forthwith  concerted  measures  for 
carrying  it  on  without  the  knowledge  or 
suspicion  of  her  mother-in-law.  Neverthe- 
less, the  young  lady,  vanquished  as  she  was, 
and  unskilled  in  the  ways  of  men,  would  not 
all  at  once  yield  at  discretion ;  but  insisted 
upon  those  terms,  without  which  no  woman's 
reputation  can  be  secured.  Our  lover,  far 
from  seeking  to  evade  the  proposal,  assented 
to  it  in  terms  of  uncommon  satisfaction,  and 
promised  to  use  his  whole  industry  in  finding 
a  priest  upon  whose  discretion  they  could 
rely;  nay,  he  certainly  resolved  to  comply 
with  her  request  in  good  earnest,  rather  than 
forfeit  the  advantages  which  he  foresaw  in 
their  union.  His  good  fortune,  however, 
exempted  h.m  from  the  necessity  of  taking 
such  a  step,  which  at  best  must  have  been 
disagreeable:  for  so  many  difficulties  occur- 
red in  the  inquiry  which  was  set  on  foot,  and 
BO  artfully  did  Fathom  in  the  mean  time 
manage  the  influence  he  had  already  gained 
over  her  heart,  that,  before  her  passion  could 
obtain  a  legal  gratification,  she  surrendered 
to  his   wish,  without  any   other  assurance 
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than  his  solemn  profession  of  sincerity  and 
truth,  on  which  she  reposed  herself  with  the 
most  imjdicit  confidence  and  faith. 


CHAPTER  XIH. 

He  is  exposed  to  a  7nost  perilous  incident 
in  the  course  of  his  mtrigue  with  the 
daughter. 

He  was  rejoiced  to  find  her  so  easily  satisfied 
in  such  a  momentous  concern :  for  the  pnii- 
cipal  aim  of  the  intrigue  was  to  make  her 
necessary  to  his  interested  views,  and  even, 
if  possible,  an  associate  in  the  fraudulent 
plans  he  had  projected  upon  her  father;  con- 
sequently, he  considered  this  relaxation  in 
her  virtue  as  an  happy  omen  of  his  future 
success.  All  the  obstacles  to  their  mutual 
enjoyment  being  thus  removed,  our  adven- 
turer was  by  his  mistress  indulged  with  an 
assignation  in  her  own  chamber,  which, 
though  contiguous  to  that  of  her  stepmother, 
was  provided  with  a  door  that  opened  into  a 
common  staircase,  to  which  he  had  access 
at  all  hours  of  the  night. 

He  did  not  neglect  the  rendezvous,  but, 
presenting  himself  at  the  appointed  time, 
whicli  was  midnight,  made  the  signal  they 
had  ao^reed  upon,  and  was  immediately  ad- 
mitted by  Wilhelmina,  who  waited  for  him 
with  a  lover's  impatience.  Fathom  was  not 
deficient  in  those  expressions  of  rapture  thai 
are  current  on  such  occasions;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  became  so  loud  in  the  transports 
of  self-congratulation,  that  his  voice  reached 
the  ears  of  the  vigilant  stepmother,  who, 
wakening  the  jeweller  from  his  first  nap, 
gave  him  to  understand  that  some  person 
was  certainly  in  close  conversation  with  his 
daughter;  and  exhorted  him  to  rise  forth- 
with, and  vindicate  the  honour  of  his  family. 

The  German,  who  was  naturally  of  a 
phlegmatic  habit,  and  never  went  to  bed 
without  a  full  dose  of  the  creature,  which 
added  to  his  constitutional  drowsiness,  gave 
no  ear  to  his  wife's  intimation,  until  she  had 
repeated  it  thrice,  and  used  other  means  to 
rouse  him  from  the  arms  of  slumber.  Mean- 
while Fathom  and  his  inamorata  overheard 
her  information,  and  our  hero  would  have 
made  his  retreat  immediately,  through  the 
port  by  which  he  entered,  had  not  his  inten- 
tion been  over-ruled  by  the  remonstranceH 
of  the  young  lady,  who  observed,  that  the 
door  was  already  fast  bolted,  and  coidd  not 
possibly  be  opened  without  creating  a  noise 
that  would  confirm  the  suspicion  of  her 
parents;  and  that,  over  and  above  this  ob- 
jection, he  would,  in  sallying  from  that  dooi, 
run  the  risk  of  being  met  by  her  father,  who 
in  all  probability  would  present  himself  be- 
fore it,  in  order  to  hinder  our  hero's  escape: 
she  therefore  conveyed  him  softly  into  hei 
closet,  where  she  assured  him  he  might  re- 
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main  with  great  tranquillity,  in  full  confi- 
dence that  she  would  take  such  measures  as 
would  effectually  screen  him  from  detection. 

He  was  fain  to  depend  upon  her  assurance, 
and  accordingly  insconced  himself  hehind 
ner  dressing  table:  but  lie  could  not  help 
Eweating  with  apprehension,  and  praying 
fervently  to  God  for  liis  deliverance,  when  he 
heard  the  jeweller  thundering  at  the  door, 
and  calling  to  his  daughter  for  admittance. 
Wilhelmina,  who  was  already  undressed, 
and  had  purposely  e.xtinguished  the  light, 
pretended  to  be  suddenly  waked  from  her 
sleep,  and,  starting  up,  exclaimed,  in  a  tone 
of  surprise  and  affright, — "Jcsu,  Maria:  what 
is  the  matter]"  "  liussey !"  replied  the  Ger- 
man,  in  a  terrible  accent,  "  open  the  door 
this  instant,  there  is  a  man  in  your  bed- 
chamber, and,  by  the  lightning  and  thunder! 
I  will  wash  away  the  stain  he  has  cast  upon 
my  honour  with  the  schellum's  heart's-blood." 

Not  at  all  intimidated  by  this  boisterous 
threat,  she  admitted  him  without  hesitation, 
and,  with  a  shrillness  of  voice  peculiar  to 
herself,  began  to  hold  forth  upon  her  own 
innocence,  and  his  unjust  suspicion,  min- 
gling in  her  harangue  sundry  oblique  hints 
iigainst  her  mother-in-law,  importing,  that 
some  people  were  so  vitiously  inclined  by 
their  own  natures,  that  she  did  not  wonder 
at  their  doubting  the  virtue  of  other  people ; 
but  that  these  people  despised  the  insinua- 
tions of  such  people,  who  ought  to  be  im'3 
circumspect  in  their  own  conduct,  lest  they 
themselves  should  suffer  reprisals  from  those 
people  whom  they  had  so  maliciously  slan- 
dered. Having  uttered  these  flowers  of 
rhetoric,  which  were  calculated  for  the  hear- 
mg  of  her  step-dame,  who  stood  with  a  light 
at  her  husband's  back,  the  young  lady  as- 
sumed an  ironical  air,  and  admonished  her 
father  to  search  every  corner  of  her  apart- 
ment; she  even  affected  to  assist  his  inquiry; 
with  her  own  hands  pulled  out  a  parcel  of 
small  drawers  in  which  her  trinkets  were 
contained ;  desired  him  to  look  into  her 
needle-case  and  thimble,  and,  seeing  his 
examination  fruitless,  earnestly  entreated 
him  to  rummage  lier  closet  also,  saying, 
with  a  .sneer,  that  in  all  probability  the  dis- 
honourer would  be  found  in  that  lurking, 
place.  The  manner  in  whicli  she  pretended 
to  ridicule  his  apprehensions  made  an  im- 
])ression  upon  the  jeweller,  who  was  very 
well  disposed  to  retreat  into  his  own  nest, 
when  his  wife,  with  a  certain  slyness  in  her 
countenance,  besought  him  to  comply  with 
iiis  da:ighter's  request,  and  look  into  that 
same  c  oset,  by  which  means  Wilhelmina's 
virtue  would  obtain  a  complete  triumph. 

Our  adventurer,  who  overheard  the  con- 
versation, was  immediately  seized  with  a 
fialsy  of  fear:  he  trembled  at  every  ioint,  the 
»'weat  trickled  dawn  his  forehead,  his  teetii 
l>egan  to  chattel,  his  hair  to  stand  on  end, 
s.nd  he  in  his  heart  bitterly  cursed  the  daugh- 


ter's petulance,  the  mother's  malice,  togethei 
with  his  own  precipitation,  by  which  he  was 
involved  in  an  adventure  so  pregnant  with, 
danger  and  disgrace.  Lideed,  the  reader 
may  easily  conceive  his  disorder,  when  ha 
heard  the  key  turning  in  the  lock,  and  the 
German  swearing  that  he  would  make  him 
food  for  the  beasts  of  the  field  and  the  fowls 
of  the  air. 

Fathom  had  come  unprepared  with  wea- 
pons of  defence,  was  naturally  an  economist 
of  his  person,  and  saw  himself  on  the  brink 
of  forfeiting  not  only  the  promised  harvest 
of  his  double  intrigue,  but  also  the  reputation 
of  a  man  of  honour,  upon  which  all  his  future 
hopes  depended :  his  agony  was  therefore 
unspeakable,  when  the  door  flew  open,  and 
it  was  not  till  after  a  considerable  pause  of 
recollection,  that  he  perceived  the  candle 
extinguished  by  the  motion  of  the  air  pro- 
duced from  the  German's  sudden  irruption. 
This  accident,  which  disconcerted  him  so 
much  as  to  put  a  full  stop  to  his  charge,  was 
very  favourable  to  our  hero,  who,  summoning 
all  his  presence  of  mind,  crept  up  into  the 
chimney,  while  the  jeweller  stood  at  the 
door,  waiting  for  his  wife's  return  with  an- 
other liglit;  so  that,  when  the  closet  was 
examined,  there  was  nothing  found  to  justify 
the  report  which  the  step-inother  had  made, 
and  the  father,  after  having  made  a  slight 
apology  to  Wilhplmina  for  his  intrusion,  re- 
tired with  his  yoke-fellow  into  their  own 
chamber. 

Tiie  young  .ady,  who  little  thought  that 
her  papa  would  have  taken  her  at  her  word, 
was  overwhelmed  with  confusion  and  dismay, 
when  she  saw  him  enter  the  closet ;  and. 
had  her  lover  been  discovered,  would  in  all 
probability  have  been  the  loudest  in  his  re- 
proach, and  Dorhaps  have  accused  him  of  an 
intention  to  lob  the  house  ;  but  she  was  alto- 
gether astonished  when  she  found  he  had 
made  shift  to  elude  the  inquiry  of  her  parents, 
because  she  could  not  conceive  the  possibility 
of  his  escaping  by  the  window,  which  was  in 
the  third  story,  at  a  prodigious  distance  fron; 
the  ground  ;  and  how  he  could  conceal  him- 
self in  the  apartment,  was  a  mystery  which 
she  could  by  no  means  unfold.  Before  her 
father  and  mother  retired,  she  lighted  her 
lamp,  on  pretence  of  being  afraid  to  be  in  the 
dark,  after  the  perturbation  of  spirits  she  had 
undergone,  and  her  room  was  no  sooner  eva- 
cuated of  such  troublesome  visitants,  than 
she  secured  the  doors,  and  went  in  quest  ot 
her  lover. 

Accordingly,  every  corner  of  the  closet 
underwent  a  new  search,  and  she  called  upon 
his  name  with  asoft  voice,  which  she  thougiit 
no  other  person  would  overhear :  but  Ferdi- 
nand did  not  think  proper  to  gratify  her  im- 
patience, because  he  could  not  judge  of  the 
predicament  in  which  he  stood  by  the  evi 
deuce  of  all  his  senses,  and  would  not  relin 
quish  his  post,  until  he  should  be  belter  cer 
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titied  tlia'  liio  const  was  clear.  JSIeanwhile, 
his  Dulcinea,  liaviiii,'  performed  her  inquiry 
tone  purpose,  iinaji^ined  tlierf;  was  something 
preternatural  in  the  circumstance  of  his  van- 
ishing so  unaccountably,  and  began  to  cross 
licrself  with  great  devotion.  Siie  returned 
to  her  chamber,  lixed  the  lamp  in  the  tire- 
place,  and,  throwing  herself  upon  the  bed, 
gave  way  to  the  suggestions  of  lier  supersti- 
tion, which  were  reinforced  by  the  silence 
that  prevailed,  and  the  gloomy  glimmering 
of  the  light.  She  reflected  upon  tiie  trespass 
6he  had  already  conmiitted  in  her  heart,  and 
in  the  conjectures  of  her  fear  believed  that 
her  lover  was  no  other  than  the  devil  himself, 
who  had  assumed  the  appearance  of  Fathom, 
in  order  to  tempt  and  seduce  her  virtue. 

While  her  imagination  teemed  with  those 
horrible  ideas,  our  adventurer  concluding, 
from  the  general  stillness,  that  the  jeweller 
and  his  wite  were  at  last  happily  asleep,  ven- 
tured to  come  forth  from  liis  hiding-place, 
and  stood  before  his  mistress  all  begrimed 
with  soot.  VVilhelmina,  lifting  up  her  eyes, 
and  seeing  this  sable  apparition,  which  she 
mistook  for  Satan  in  propria  persona,  in- 
Ftantly  screamed,  and  began  to  repeat  her 
pater-noster  with  an  audible  voice ;  upon 
which  Ferdinand,  foreseeing  that  her  pa- 
rents would  be  again  alarmed,  would  not  stay 
to  undeceive  her  and  explain  himself,  but, 
unlocking  the  door  with  great  expedition, 
ran  down  stairs,  and  luckily  accomplished 
his  escape.  This  was  undoubtedly  the  wisest 
measure  he  could  have  taken  :  for,  he  had 
ujt  performed  one  half  of  his  descent  towards 
tiie  street,  when  the  German  was  at  his 
daughter's  bed-side,  demanding  to  know  the 
cause  of  her  exclamation  :  she  then  gave  him 
an  account  of  what  she  had  seen,  with  all 
the  exaggerations  of  her  own  fancy,  and, 
after  having  weighed  the  circumstances  of 
her  story,  he  interpreted  the  apparition  into 
a  thief,  who  had  found  means  to  open  the 
door  that  communicated  with  the  stair,  but 
having  been  scared  by  Wilhelmina's  shriek, 
had  been  obliged  to  retreat  before  he  could 
execute  his  purpose. 

Our  hero's  spirits  were  so  wofully  disturbed 
i)y  this  adventure,  that  for  a  whole  wetik  he 
feit  no  inclination  to  visit  his  inamorata,  and 
was  not  without  apprehension  that  the  atfair 
had  terminated  in  an  explanation  very  little 
to  his  advantage.  He  was,  however,  deliv- 
ered from  this  disagreeable  suspense,  by  an 
accidental  meeting  with  the  jew^eller  himself, 
who  kindly  chid  him  for  his  long  absence, 
and  entertained  him  in  the  street,  with  an 
account  of  the  alarm  wliich  his  family  had 
sustained  by  a  thief  who  broke  into  Wilhel- 
mina's apartment.  Glad  to  find  his  appre- 
hension  mistaken,  lie  renewed  his  corres- 
pondence with  the  family,  and  in  a  little  time 
found  reason  to  console  himself  for  the  jeo- 
ptidy  and  panic  he  had  undergone. 
2Z 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

He  is  reduced  to  a  dreadful  dilemma,  in 
consequence  of  an  assignation  with  the 
wife. 

Nou  was  his  whole  care  and  attention  en- 
grossed by  the  execution  of  this  scheme  upon 
the  daughter.  While  he  managed  his  eon- 
cerns  in  that  quarter  with  incredible  ardour 
and  application,  he  was  not  the  less  inde- 
liitigablc  in  the  prosecution  of  his  design 
upon  the  mother-in-law,  which  he  forwarded 
with  all  his  art  during  the  opportunities  he 
enjoyed  in  the  absence  of  Wiihelmina,  who 
was  frequently  called  away  by  the  doniestic 
duties  of  the  house.  The  passions  of  the 
jeweller's  wife  were  in  such  a  state  of  exalta- 
tion as  exempted  our  hero  from  the  repulse.* 
and  fatigue  attending  a  long  siege. 

We  have  already  observed  how  cunningly 
he  catered  for  the  gratification  of  her  ruling 
appetite,  and  have  exhibited  pregnant  proofs 
of  his  ability  in  gaining  upon  the  human  heart; 
the  reader  will  not  therefore  be  surprised  at 
the  rapidity  of  his  conquests  over  the  alTec- 
tions  of  a  lady  whose  complexion  was  per- 
fectly amorous,  and  whose  vanity  laid  lier 
open  to  all  the  attempts  of  adulation.  In  a 
word,  matters  were  quickly  brought  to  such 
a  mutual  understanding,  that  one  evening; 
while  they  amused  themselves  at  lansquenet, 
Fathom  conjured  her  to  give  him  the  rendez- 
vous next  day  at  tlie  house  of  any  third  per- 
son of  her  own  sex,  in  whose  discretion  slu; 
could  confide  ;  and,  after  afewafTected  scru- 
ples on  her  side,  which  he  well  knew  how  to 
surmount,  she  complied  with  his  request, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  appointment 
were  settled  accordingly.  After  this  treaty, 
their  satisfaction  rose  to  such  a  warmth,  and 
the  conversation  became  so  reciprocally  en- 
dearing, that  our  gallant  expressed  his  impa- 
tience of  waiting  so  long  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  wishes,  and,  with  the  most  eager 
transport,  begged  she  would,  if  possible,  cur- 
tail the  term  of^  his  expectation,  that  his  brain 
might  not  suffer  by  his  standing  so  many 
tedious  hours  on  the  giddy  verge  of  rapture. 

The  dame,  who  was  naturally  compassion- 
at3,  sympathized  with  his  condition,  aii'.!, 
unable  to  resist  h'T  pathetic  supplications, 
gave  him  to  understand  that  his  desire  could 
not  be  granted,  without  subjecting  them  both 
to  some  hazard,  but  that  she  was  disj)0scd  to 
run  any  risk  in  behalf  of  his  ha])pineps  and 
peace.  After  this  aflectionate  preamble,  she 
told  him  that  her  liusband  was  then  engagec 
in  a  quarterly  meeting  of  the  jewellers,  from 
whence  he  never  failed  to  return  quite  over- 
whelmed with  wine,  tobacco,  and  the  phlegm 
of  his  own  constitution  ;  so  that  he  would 
fall  fast  asleep  as  soon  as  his  head  should 
touch  the  pillow,  and  she  be  at  liberty  to  en- 
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tertain  the  lovor  without  interruption,  pro- 
vided he  could  find  means  to  deceive  the 
>oalous  vigilance  of  Wilhoiinina,  and  conceal 
iiiinself  ill  some  corner  of  the  house,  unsus- 
pected and  unperceived. 

Our  lover,  remembering  his  adventure  with 
the  daughter,  would  have  willingly  dispensed 
with  this  expedient,  and  began  to  repent  of 
the  eagerness  with  w  hich  he  had  preferred 
his  solicitation  ;  but,  seeing  there  was  now 
no  opportunity  of  retracting  with  honour,  he 
affected  to  enter  heartily  into  the  conversa- 
tion, and,  after  much  canvassing,  it  was  de- 
termined, that,  while  Wilhelniina  was  em- 
ployed in  the  kitchen,  the  mother  should 
conduct  our  adventurer  to  the  outward  door, 
where  he  should  pay  the  compliment  of  part- 
ing, so  as  to  be  overheard  by  tiie  young  lady  ; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  glide  soilly  into  the 
jeweller's  bed-chamber,  which  was  a  place 
they  imagined  least  liable  to  the  eifects  of  a 
daughter's  prying  disposition,  and  conceal 
himself  in  a  large  press  or  wardrobe,  that 
stood  in  one  corner  of  the  apartment.  The 
scene  was  immediately  acted  with  great  suc- 
cess, and  our  hero  cooped  up  in  his  cage, 
where  he  waited  so  long,  that  his  desires 
began  to  subside,  and  his  imagination  to  ag- 
gravate the  danger  of  his  situation. 

"  Suppose,"  said  he  to  himself,  "  this  brutal 
German,  instead  of  being  stupified  with  wine, 
should  come  home  inflamed  with  brandy,  to 
the  use  of  which  he  is  sometimes  addicted, 
far  from  feeling  any  inclination  to  sleep  he 
will  labour  under  the  most  fretful  anxiety  of 
watcliing:  every  irascible  particle  in  his  dis- 
position will  be  exasperated  ;  he  will  be  of- 
fended with  every  object  that  may  present 
itself  to  his  view ;  and,  if  there  is  the  least 
ingredient  of  jealousy  in  his  temper,  it  will 
manifest  itself  in  riot  and  rage.  What  if 
his  frenzy  sriould  prompt  him  to  search  his 
wife's  chamber  for  gallants  1  this  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  first  place  to  which  he  would 
direct  his  inquiry;  or,  granting  this  suppo- 
sition cliimerical,  I  may  be  seized  with  an 
irresistible  inclination  to  cough,  before  he  is 
oppressed  with  sleep  ;  he  may  be  waked  by 
the  noise  I  shall  make  in  disengaging  myself 
from  this  embarrassed  situation  ;  and,  finally, 
I  may  find  it  impracticable  to  retire  unseen 
or  unheard,  after  every  thing  else  shall  have 
succeeded  to  my  wish." 

These  suggestions  did  not  at  all  contribute 
to  the  quiet  of  our  adventurer,  who,  having 
waited  three  whole  hours  in  the  most  uncom- 
fortable suspense,  heard  the  jeweller  brought 
into  the  room  in  that  very  condition  which 
his  fears  had  prognosticated.  He  had,  it 
seems,  quarrelled  over  his  cups  with  another 
tradesman,  and  received  a  salutation  on  the 
forehead  with  a  candlestick,  which  not  only 
left  an  ignominious  and  painful  mark  upon 
his  countenance,  but  even  disordered  his 
brain  to  a  ver)'  dangeroi  s  degree  of  delirium  ; 
to  that,  instead  of  allowing  himself  quietly  to 


be  undressed  and  put  to  bed  by  his  wife,  he 
answered  all  her  gentle  admonitions  and 
caresses  with  the  most  opprobrious  invectivea 
and  obstreperous  behaviour ;  and,  though  he 
did  not  tax  her  with  infidelity  to  his  bed,  he 
virulently  accused  her  of  extravagance  and 
want  of  economy  ;  observed,  her  expensive 
way  of  living  would  bring  him  to  a  morsel  ol 
bread ;  and,  unfortunately  recollecting  thp 
attempt  of  the  supposed  thief,  started  up  from 
his  chair,  swearing  by  God's  mother  that  he 
would  forthwith  arm  himself  with  a  brace  of 
pistols,  and  search  every  apartment  of  the 
house.  "  That  press,"  said  he,  with  great 
vociferation,  "  may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  the 
receptacle  of  some  ruffian." 

So  saying,  he  approached  the  ark  in  which 
Fathom  was  embarked,  and  exclaiming, — ■ 
"  Come  forth,  Satan,"  applied  his  foot  to  thu 
door  of  it,  with  such  violence  as  threw  him 
from  the  centre  of  gravity,  and  laid  him 
sprawling  on  his  back.  This  address  made 
such  an  impression  upon  our  adventurer,  that 
he  had  well  nigh  obeyed  the  summons,  and 
burst  from  his  concealment,  in  a  desperate 
effort  to  escape,  without  being  recognized  by 
the  intoxicated  German,  and  indeed,  had  the 
application  been  repeated,  he  in  all  likelihood 
would  have  tried  the  experiment ;  for  by  this 
time  his  terrors  had  waxed  too  strong  to  be 
much  longer  suppressed  ;  from  this  hazard- 
ous enterprise  he  was  however  exempted  by 
a  lucky  accident  that  happened  to  his  dis- 
turber, whose  head  chancing  to  pitch  upon 
the  corner  of  a  chair  in  his  fall,  he  was  im- 
mediately lulled  into  a  trance,  during  which 
the  considerate  lady,  guessing  the  disorder 
of  her  gallant,  and  dreading  further  inter- 
ruption, very  prudently  released  him  from 
his  confinement,  after  she  had  put  out  the 
light,  and  in  the  dark  conveyed  him  to  the 
door,  where  he  was  comforted  with  the  pro- 
mise that  she  would  punctually  remember 
the  rendezvous  of  next  day. 

She  then  invoked  the  assistance  of  the  ser- 
vants, who,  being  waked  for  the  purpose, 
lifted  up  their  master,  and  tumbled  him  into 
bed,  while  Ferdinand  hied  him  home  in  an 
universal  sweat,  blessing  himself  from  any 
future  achievement  of  that  sort,  in  a  house 
where  he  had  been  twice  in  such  imminent 
danger  of  life  and  reputation.  Nevertheless, 
he  did  not  fail  to  honour  the  assignation,  and 
avail  himself  of  the  disposition  his  mistress 
manifested,  to  make  him  all  the  recompense 
in  her  power  for  the  disappointment  aiid 
chagrin  which  he  had  undergone. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

But  at  length  succeeds  in  his  attempt  upm 
both. 

Having  thus  gained  a  complete  victory  over 
the  affections  of  these  two  ladies,  he  begaa 
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U)  convert  liis  good  fortune  to  the  purposes 
of  that  principle,  from  wliich  his  view  wus 
never,  no  not  fur  a  tnoinciit,  detached.  In 
other  words,  he  used  them  as  ministers  and 
purveyors  to  his  avarice  and  fraud.  As  for 
the  mother-in-law,  she  was  of  herself  so  lib- 
eral as  to  anticipate  the  wishes  of  any  mode- 
rate adventurer,  and  presented  him  with 
sundry  valuable  jewels,  as  memorials  of  lier 
esteem  ;  nor  was  the  daughter  backward  in 
such  expressions  of  regard  :  she  already  con- 
sidered his  interest  as  her  own,  and  took 
frequent  opportunities  ofsecreting,  for  his  ben- 
efit, certain  stray  trinkets  that  she  hapi)cned 
to  pick   up  in  her  e.vcursions  within  doors. 

All  these  gratitications  he  received  with 
demonstrations  of  infinite  constraint  and  re- 
luctance, and  in  the  midst  of  his  rapacious 
extortion,  acted  so  cunningly  as  to  impose 
himself  upon  both  for  a  miracle  of  disinter- 
ested integrity.  Yet,  not  contented  with 
what  he  thus  could  earn,  and  despairing  of 
being  able  to  steer  the  bark  of  his  fortune  for 
any  length  of  time  between  two  such  danger- 
ous quicksands,  he  resolved  to  profit  by  the 
occasion  while  it  lasted,  and  strike  some 
considerable  stroke  at  once.  A  plan  was 
formed  in  consequence  of  this  determination, 
and,  at  an  appointment  with  the  mother  in 
the  house  of  their  female  friend,  our  adven- 
turer appeared  with  an  air  of  dejection,  which 
he  veiled  with  a  thin  cover  of  forced  plea- 
santry, that  his  mistress  might  suppose  he 
endeavoured  to  conceal  some  mortal  chagrin 
that  preyed  upon  his  heart. 

The  stratagem  succeeded  to  his  wish  :  she 
observed  his  countenance  between  whiles 
overcast;  took  notice  of  the  involuntary  sighs 
ne  heaved  ;  and  with  a  most  tender  express- 
ion of  sympathy,  conjured  him  to  make  her 
acquainted  with  the  cause  of  his  affliction. 
Instead  of  gratifying  her  request  immediately, 
he  evaded  her  questions  with  a  respectful 
reserve,  implying,  that  his  love  would  not 
suffer  him  to  make  her  a  partner  in  his  sor- 
row ;  and  this  delicacy  on  his  part  whetted 
her  impatience  and  concern  to  such  a  degree, 
that,  rather  than  keep  her  in  such  an  agony 
of  doubt  and  apprehension,  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  tell  her,  that  he  had  been,  the  pre- 
ceding night,  engaged  with  a  company  of 
his  fellow-students,  where  he  had  made  too 
tree  with  the  champagne,  so  that  his  caution 
lorsook  him,  and  he  had  been  decoyed  into 
play  by  a  Tyrolese  gamester,  who  stripped 
iiim  of  all  his  ready  money,  and  obtained 
from  him  an  obligation  for  two  hundred 
florins,  which  he  could  not  possibly  pay  with- 
out having  recourse  to  his  relation,  the  Count 
de  Melvil,  who  would  have  just  cause  to 
be  incensed  at  his  extravagance. 

This  information  he  concluded,  by  declar- 
ing, that,  cost  what  it  would,  he  was  resolved 
to  make  a  candid  confession  of  the  truth, 
*nd  throw  himself  entirely  upon  the  gene- 
roflity  of  his   patron,   who   c:  uld  inflict   no 


other  punishment  than  that  of  discardmghim 
from  his  favour  and  protection  ;  a  misfortune 
which,  how  grievous  soever  it  might  be,  he 
should  be  able  to  sustain  with  fortitude,  could 
ho  fall  upon  some  method  of  satisfying  the 
Tyrolese,  who  was  very  importunate  and 
savage  in  his  demand.  His  kind  mistress  no 
sooner  found  out  the  source  of  his  inquietude, 
than  she  j)romised  to  dry  it  up,  assuring  him, 
that  next  day,  at  the  same  liour,  she  would 
enable  him  to  discharge  the  debt ;  so  that  he 
might  set  his  heart  at  ease,  and  recollect  that 
g"ai<"'ty  which  was  the  soul  of  her  enjoyment. 

He  expressed  the  utmost  astonishment  at 
this  generous  profi'er,  which,  however,  he 
declined,  with  an  affected  earnestness  of  re- 
fusal, protesting,  that  he  should  be  extremely 
mortified,  if  he  thought  she  looked  upon  him 
as  one  of  those  mercenary  gallants  who  could 
make  such  a  sordid  use  of  a  lady's  affection. 
"  No,  madam,"  cried  our  politician  in  a  pa- 
thetic strain,  "  whatever  happens,  I  shall 
never  part  with  that  internal  consolation, 
that  conscious  honour  never  fails  to  yield  in 
the  deepest  scenes  of  solitary  distress  ;  the 
attachment  I  have  the  honour  to  profess  for 
your  amiable  person,  is  not  founded  on  such 
inglorious  motives,  but  is  the  genuine  result 
of  that  generous  passion  which  none  but  the 
noble-minded  feel ;  and  the  only  circumstance 
of  this  misfortune  that  I  dread  to  encounter, 
is  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  myself  for 
ever  from  the  presence  of  her  whose  geniai 
smiles  could  animate  my  soul  against  all  the 
persecution  of  adverse  fortune." 

This  declamation,  accompanied  with  a 
profound  sigh,  served  only  to  inflame  her 
desire  of  extricating  him  from  the  difliculty 
in  which  he  was  involved.  She  exhausted 
all  her  eloquence  in  attempting  to  persuade 
him  that  his  refusal  was  an  outrage  against 
her  affection :  he  pretended  to  refute  her 
arguments,  and  remained  unshaken  by  aii 
the  power  of  her  solicitations,  until  she  had 
recourse  to  the  most  passionate  remonstrances 
of  love,  and  fell  at  his  feet  in  the  posture  of 
a  forlorn  shepherdess.  What  he  refused  to 
her  reason,  he  granted  to  her  tears,  because 
his  heart  was  molted  by  her  affliction  ;  and 
next  day  condescended  to  accept  of  her 
money,  out  of  pure  regard  to  her  happiness 
and  peace. 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  this  achieve- 
ment, he  resolved  to  practise  the  same  ex- 
periment uponWilhelinina,  in  hope  of  extract- 
ing an  equal  share  of  profit  from  her  simplicity 
and  attachment,  and  at  llieir  very  next  noc- 
turnal rendezvous  in  her  chamber,  re-acted 
the  farce  already  rehearsed,  with  a  small 
variation,  which  ho  thought  necessary  to 
stimulate  the  young  lady  in  his  behalf.  He 
rightly  concluded,  that  she  was  by  no  means 
mistress  of  such  a  considerable  sura  as  he 
had  already  extorted  from  her  mother,  and 
therefore  thought  proper  to  represent  himself 
in  the   most  urgent  predicament,   that  her 
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apprehension,  on  hi«  account,  might  be  so 
alanncd  as  to  engage  her  in  some  enterprise 
for  Ills  advantage,  whicii  otherwise  she  would 
never  liave  dreamed  of  undertaking.  With 
this  view,  after  having  described  his  own 
calamitous  situation,  in  consequence  of  her 
pressing  entreaties,  which  lie  affected  to 
evade,  he  gave  her  to  understand,  that  there 
was  no  person  upon  earth  to  whom  he  would 
have  recourse  in  this  emergency  ;  for  which 
reason  he  was  determined  to  rid  himself  of 
all  his  cares  at  once,  upon  the  friendly  point 
of  his  own  faithful  sword. 

Such  a  dreadful  resolution  could  not  fail  to 
operate  upon  the  tender  passions  of  his  Dul- 
cinea ;  she  was  instantly  seized  with  an  agony 
of  fear  and  distraction  ;  her  grief  manife.-jted 
itself  in  a  Hood  of  tears,  while  she  hung  round 
iiis  neck,  conjuring  him,  in  the  most  melting 
terms,  by  their  mutual  love,  in  which  they 
had  been  so  happy,  to  lay  aside  that  fatal 
determination,  which  would  infallibly  involve 
her  in  the  same  fate ;  for,  she  took  Heaven 
to  witness,  that  she  would  not  one  moment 
survive  the  knowledge  of  his  death. 

He  was  not  deficient  in  expressions  of  re- 
ciprocal regard ;  he  e.xtolled  her  love  and 
tenderness  with  a  most  extravagant  eulogium, 
and  seemed  wrung  with  morfal  anguish  at 
the  prospect  of  parting  for  ever  from  his  lovely 
Wilhelmina;  but  his  honour  was  a  stern  and 
rigid  creditor,  that  could  not  be  appeased, 
e.xcept  with  his  blood  ;  and  all  the  boon  she 
could  obtain,  by  dint  of  the  most  woful  sup- 
plication, was  a  promise  to  defer  the  execu- 
tion of  his  baleful  purpose  for  the  space  of 
four-and-twenty  hours,  during  which  she 
hoped  Heaven  would  compassionate  her  suf- 
ferings, and  inspire  her  with  some  contriv- 
ance for  their  mutual  relief.  Thus  he  yielded 
to  her  fervent  request,  rather  with  a  view  to 
calm  the  present  transports  of  her  sorrow, 
than  with  any  expectation  of  seeing  himself 
redeemed  from  his  fate  by  her  interposition  ; 
such  at  least  were  his  professions  when  he 
took  his  leave,  assuring  her,  that  he  would 
not  quit  his  being  before  he  should  have  de- 
voted a  few  hours  to  another  interview  with 
the  dear  object  of  his  love. 

Having  thus  kindled  the  train,  he  did  not 
doubt  that  the  mine  of  his  craft  would  take 
effect,  and  repaired  to  his  own  lodging,  in 
full  persuasion  of  seeing  his  aim  accomplished 
before  the  time  fixed  for  their  last  assigna- 
tion. His  prognostic  was  next  morning 
verified  by  the  arrival  of  a  messenger,  who 
brought  to  him  a  small  parcel,  to  which  was 
cemented,  with  sealing-wax,  the  followinor 
epistle — 

"  Jewel  of  my  Soul  ! — Scarce  had  you 
list  nigiit  quitted  my  disconsolate  arms, 
when  I  happily  recollected  that  there  was  in 
my  possession  a  gold  chain,  of  value  more 
than  sufficient  to  answer  the  exigence  of  vour 
present  occasions  ;  it  was  pledged  to'  my 
grandfather  lor   two  hundred   crowns   by  a 


knight  of  Malta,  who  soon  after  perished  in 
a  sea  engagement  with  the  enemies  of  our 
faith,  60  that  it  became  the  property  of  our 
house,  and  was  bequeathed  to  me  by  the  old 
gentleman,  as  a  memorial  of  his  particular 
affection.  Upon  whom  can  I  more  properly 
bestow  it  than  him  who  is  already  master  of 
my  heart !  Receive  it,  therefore,  from  the 
bearer  of  this  billet,  and  convert  it,  witliout 
scruple,  to  that  use  which  shall  be  most  con- 
ducive to  your  ease  and  satisfaction  ;  nor 
seek,  from  a  too  romantic  notion  of  honour, 
which  I  know  you  entertain,  to  excuse  your- 
self from  accepting  this  testimony  of  my  af- 
fection  :  for  I  have  already  sworn  before  an 
image  of  our  blessed  lady,  that  I  will  no 
longer  own  you  as  the  sovereign  of  my  heart, 
nor  even  indulge  you  with  another  interview, 
if  you  reject  this  mark  of  tenderness  and  con- 
cern from  your  ever  faithful 

"  WiLIIELMlNA." 

The  heart  of  our  adventurer  began  to 
bound  with  joy  when  he  surveyed  the  con- 
tents of  this  letter,  and  his  eyes  sparkled 
with  transport  at  sight  of  the  chain,  which 
he  immediately  perceived  to  be  worth  twice 
the  sum  she  had  mentioned.  Nevertheless, 
he  would  not  avail  himself,  without  further 
question,  of  her  generosity  ;  but,  that  same 
night,  repairing  to  her  apartment  at  the 
usual  hour  of  meeting,  he  prostrated  himself 
before  her,  and  counterfeiting  extreme  agita- 
tion  of  spirit,  begged  in  the  most  uigent 
terms,  not  even  unaccompanied  with  tears, 
that  she  would  take  back  the  present,  which 
he  tendered  for  her  acceptance,  and  spare 
him  the  most  insulFerable  mortification  of 
thinking  himself  exposed  to  the  imputatior: 
of  being  mercenary  in  his  love.  Such,  he 
said,  was  the  delicacy  of  his  passion,  that  he 
could  not  possibly  exist  under  the  apprehen- 
sion of  incurring  a  censure  so  unworthy  of 
his  sentiments  ;  and  he  would  a  thousand 
times  sooner  undergo  the  persecution  of  his 
rancorous  creditor,  than  bear  the  thought  of 
being  in  the  smallest  consideration  lessened 
in  her  esteem  :  nay,  so  far  did  he  carry  his 
pretensions  to  punctilio,  as  to  protest,  that, 
should  she  refuse  to  quiet  the  scruples  of  his 
honour  on  this  score,  her  unyielding  bene- 
ficence would  serve  only  to  hasten  the  exe- 
cution of  his  determined  purpose,  to  with- 
draw himself  at  once  from  a  life  of  vanity 
and  misfortune. 

The  more  pathetically  he  pleaded  for  her 
compliance,  the  more  strenuously  did  she  re- 
sist his  remonstrances.  She  advanced  all 
the  arguments  her  reason,  love,  and  terror, 
could  suggest;  reminded  him  of  her  oath, 
from  which  he  could  not  suppose  she  would 
recede,  whatever  the  consequence  might  be  ; 
and  in  conclusion  vowed  to  heaven,  with 
great  solemnity  and  devotion,  that  she  would 
not  survive  the  news  of  his  death.  Thus  the 
alternative  she  offered  was  either  to  retain 
the  chain  and  be  happy  in  her  alTection,  or 
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forfeit  all  tide  to  Iier  luve,  and  die  in  the 
conviction  of  liaviii'r  brought  his  innocent 
mistress  to  an  untiniuly  grav(\ 

His  tbrlitude  was  nut  proof  against  this 
fast  consideration,  "  My  savage  lionour," 
paid  he,  "  would  enable  nio  to  endure  tiie 
oangs  of  eternal  separation,  in  the  contidence 
of  being  endowed  with  the  j)ower  of  ending 
these  tortures  by  the  energy  of  my  own  hand ; 
but  the  prospect  of  Wilhelniina's  deatli,  and 
that  too  occasioned  by  my  inllexibility,  dis- 
arn^  my  soul  of  all  her  resolution,  swallows 
up  the  dictates  of  my  jealous  pride,  and  fills 
my  bosom  with  such  a  gush  of  tenderness 
and  sorrow,  as  overwhelms  the  whole  econo- 
my of  my  purpose!  Yes,  enchanting  crea- 
ture !  I  sacritice  my  glory  to  that  irresistible 
reflection;  and,  rather  than  know  myself  the 
cruel  instrument  of  robbing  the  world  of  such 
perfection,  consent  to  retain  the  fatal  testi- 
mony of  your  love." 

So  saying,  he  pocketed  the  chain  with  an 
air  of  ineffable  mortification,  and  was  re- 
warded for  his  compliance  with  the  most  en- 
dearing caresses  of  his  Dulcinea,  who,  amidst 
the  tumults  of  her  joy,  ejaculated  a  thousand 
acknowledgments  to  heaven  for  having  bless- 
ed lier  with  the  affection  of  such  a  man, 
whose  honour  was  unrivalled  by  any  thing 
but  liis  love. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

His  success  begets  a  blind  security,  by 
which  he  is  once  again  well  nigh  entrap- 
ped in  his  Dulcinea's  apartment. 

In  this  manner  did  the  crafty  Fathom  turn  to 
account  those  ingratiating  qualifications  he 
inherited  from  nature,  and  maintain,  with  in- 
credible assiduity  and  circumspection,  an 
amorous  correspondence  with  two  domestic 
rivals,  who  watched  the  conduct  of  each  other 
with  the  most  indefatigable  virulence  of  envi- 
ous suspicion,  until  an  accident  happened, 
which  had  well  nigh  overturned  the  bark  of 
his  policy,  and  induced  him  to  alter  the 
course,  that  he  might  not  be  shipwrecked  on 
the  rocks  that  began  to  multiply  in  the  pro- 
secution of  his  present  voyage. 

The  jeweller  who,  as  a  German,  wanted 
neither  pride  nor  ostentation,  never  failed  to 
celebrate  the  anniversary  of  his  birth  by  an 
annual  feast  granted  to  his  neighbours  and 
friends  ;  and  on  these  occasions,  was  accus- 
tomed to  wear  that  chain,  which,  though  be- 
queathed to  his  daughter,  ho  considered  as 
an  ornament  ai)pertaining  to  the  family, 
whereof  he  himself  was  head  :  accordinglv, 
when  the  time  of  this  festival  revolved,"h'e, 
as  usual,  ordered  Wilhelmina  to  surrender  it 
tor  the  day.  'Fiiis  injunction,  the  reader  will 
perceive,  our  young  lady  was  in  no  condition 
to  obey ;  she  had,  however,  foreseen  the  de- 
iDend,  and  contrived  a  scheme  of  behaviour 


for  the  occasion,  which  she  forthwith  p;  ir 
execution. 

With  an  air  of  uncommon  cheerfulrcKa 
purposely  assumed,  she  retired  to  her  closet, 
on  i)reteuce  of  complying  with  his  desire, 
and  having  employed  a  few  minutes  in  rum- 
maging her  drawer:!,  and  disordering  her 
movables,  uttered  a  loud  shriek,  that  brought 
her  father  instantly  into  the  apartment,  where 
he  found  his  daughter  tossing  about  her 
clothes  and  trinkets  v.-itli  violent  demonstra- 
tions of  disorder  and  afi'riglit,  and  Iieard  her,  in 
a  lamentable  strain,  declare  tliat  she  was  rob- 
bed  of  her  chain,  and  for  ever  undone.  This 
wis  so  far  from  being  an  agreeable  intima- 
tion to  the  jeweller,  that  he  was  struck  dumb 
with  astonishment  and  vexation,  and  it  wa;^ 
not  till  after  a  long  pause  that  he  pronounced 
the  word  Sacrament !  with  an  em])hasis  do- 
noting  the  most  mortifying  sur])rise. 

Soon  as  that  exclamation  escaped  from 
his  lips,  he  flew  to  the  escritoire  as  if  instinc- 
tively, and,  joining  Wilhelmina  in  her  occu- 
pation, tumbled  its  whole  contents  upon  the 
jloor  in  a  trice. 

While  he  was  thus  employed  in  the  most 
expressive  silence,  the  wife  of  his  bosom 
chanced  to  pass  that  way,  and  seeing  them 
both  occupied  with  such  violence  and  trepi- 
dation, believed  at  first  that  they  were  cer- 
tainly actuated  by  the  spirit  of  "frenzy;  but 
when  she  interposed,  by  asking,  with  groat 
earnestness,  the  cause  of  such  transports  and 
distracted  behaviour,  and  hoard  her  husband 
reply  with  an  accent  of  despair, — "  The  chain  I 
the  chain  of  my  forefathers  is  no  more  !"  she 
immediately  justified  his  emotion  by  under- 
going the  same  alarm,  and,  without  further 
hesitation,  engaged  herself  in  the  search, 
beginning  with  a  song,  which  might  be  com- 
pared to  the  hymn  of  battle  among  the 
Greeks,  or  rather  more  aptly  to  that  which 
the  Spartan  females  sung  round  the  altar  of 
Diana,  surnamed  Orthian;  for  it  was  attended 
with  strange  gesticulations,  and  in  the  course 
of  utterance,  became  so  loud  and  shrill,  that 
the  guests,  who  were  by  this  time  partly  as- 
sembled, being  confounded  at  the  clamour, 
rushed  towards  the  place  from  whence  it 
seemed  to  proceed,  and  found  their  landlord, 
with  his  wife  and  daughter,  in  the  attitudes 
of  distraction  and  despair. 

When  they  understood  the  nature  of  the 
case,  they  condoled  the  family  on  their  mis- 
fortune, and  would  have  retired,  on  the  sup- 
position  that  it  wouid  defeat  the  mirthful 
intent  of  their  meeting;  but  the  jeweller, 
mustering  up  his  whole  temper  and  hospi- 
tality, entreated  them  to  excuse  his  disorder 
and  favour  him  with  their  company,  which, 
he  observed,  was  now  more  than  ever  wanted, 
to  dispel  the  melancholy  ulc's  inspired  by 
his  loss.  Notwithstanding  this  apology,  and 
the  efforts  he  made  in  the  sequel  to  entertain 
his  friends  with  jollity  and  good  humour,  his 
heart  was  so  linked  to  the  chain,  that  !.•• 
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could  not  detach  himself  from  the  thoughts 
.)f  it,  wiiich  invaded  him  at  short  intcrvalp, 
in  such  qualms  as  effectually  spoiled  his  ap- 
petite, and  hindered  his  digestion. 

He  revolved  within  himself  the  circum- 
stances of  his  disaster,  and,  in  canvassing  all 
',he  probable  i  leans  by  which  the  chain  could 
08  stolen,  concluded  that  the  deed  must  have 
been  done  by  some  person  in  the  family, 
who,  in  consequence  of  having  access  to  his 
daughter's  chamber,  had  either  found  the 
drawer  left  open  by  her  carelessness  and 
neglect,  or  found  means  to  obtain  a  false  key 
bv  some  waxen  impression  ;  for  the  locks  of 
the  escritoire  were  safe  and  uninjured.  His 
suspicion  being  thus  confined  within  his  own 
house,  sometimes  pitched  upon  his  workmen, 
and  sometimes  upon  his  wife,  who  he  thought 
was  the  more  likely  to  practise  sucli  finesse, 
as  she  considered  Wilhelmina  in  the  light  of 
a  daughter-in-law,  whose  interest  interfered 
with  her  own,  and  who  had  often  harangued 
to  him  in  private  on  the  folly  of  leaving  this 
very  chain  in  the  young  lady's  possession. 

The  more  he  considered  this  subject,  he 
thought  he  saw  the  more  reason  to  attribute 
the  damage  he  had  sustained  to  the  machina- 
tions of  his  spouse,  who,  he  did  not  doubt, 
was  disposed  to  feather  her  own  nest  at  the 
expense  of  him  and  his  heirs,  and  who,  with 
ihe  same  honest  intention,  had  already  se- 
creted, for  her  private  use,  those  inconsider- 
able jewels  which  of  late  had  at  diffeient 
limes  been  missing.  Aroused  by  these  senti- 
ments, he  resolved  to  retaliate  her  own 
schemes,  by  contriving  means  to  visit  her 
cabinet  in  secret,  and,  if  possible,  to  rob  the 
robber  of  the  spoils  she  had  gathered  to  his 
orcjudice,  without  coming  to  any  explanation, 
which  might  end  in  domestic  turmoils  and 
eternal  disquiet. 

While  the  husband  exercised  his  reflection 
in  this  manner,  his  innocent  mate  did  not 
allow  the  powers  of  her  imagination  to  rest 
in  idleness  and  sloth.  Her  observations 
touching  the  loss  of  the  chain  were  such  as 
a  suspicious  woman,  biassed  by  hatred  and 
envy,  would  naturally  make.  To  her  it 
seemed  highly  improbable  that  a  thing  of 
sucli  value,  so  carefully  deposited,  should 
vanish  without  the  connivance  of  its  keeper; 
and,  without  much  expense  of  conjecture, 
divined  the  true  manner  in  which  it  was  con- 


likelihood  the  house-maid  gave  private  ad- 
mittance to  some  lover  who  was  the  author 
of  all  the  losses  they  had  lately  suffered,  and 
that  they  might  possibly  detect  him  in  his 
nocturnal  adventures  ;  and  observing,  that  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  intimate  their  design  to 
Wilhelmina,  lest,  through  the  heedlessness 
and  indiscretion  of  youth,  she  might  chance 
to  divulge  the  secret,  so  as  to  frustrate  their 
aim. 

A  Swiss,  in  whose  honesty  the  Germar 
could  confide,  being  hired  for  this  purpose, 
was  posted  in  a  dark  corner  of  the  stair-case, 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  door,  which  he  was 
directed  to  watch,  and  actually  stood  sentinel 
three  nights,  without  perceiving  the  least 
object  of  suspicion  ;  but,  on  the  fourth,  the 
evil  stars  of  our  adventurer  conducted  him 
to  the  spot,  on  his  voyage  to  the  apartment  of 
his  Dulcinea,  with  whom  he  had  preconcerted 
the  assignation.  Having  made  the  signal 
which  consisted  of  two  gentle  taps  on  hei 
door,  he  was  immediately  admitted  ;  and  the 
Swiss  no  sooner  saw  him  fairly  housed,  than 
he  crept  softly  to  the  other  door,  that  wag 
left  open  for  the  purpose,  and  gave  immediate 
intimation  of  what  he  had  perceived.  This 
intelligence,  however,  he  could  not  convey 
so  secretly,  but  the  lovers,  who  were  always 
vigilant  upon  these  occasions,  overheard  a 
sort  of  commotion  in  the  jeweller's  chamber; 
the  cause  of  which  their  apprehension  was 
ingenious  enough  to  comprehend. 

We  have  formerly  observed  that  our  ad- 
venturer could  not  make  his  retreat  by  the 
door,  without  running  a  very  great  risk  of 
being  detected,  and  the  expedient  of  the 
chimney  he  had  no  inclination  to  repeat ;  so 
that  he  found  himself  in  a  very  uncomfortable 
dilemma,  and  was  utterly  abandoned  by  al 
his  invention  and  address,  when  his  mistress, 
in  a  whisper,  desired  him  to  begin. a  dialogue 
aloud,  in  an  a.po\ogy,  importing,  that  he  had 
mistaken  the  door,  and  that  his  intention  was 
to  visit  her  father,  touching  a  ring  belonging 
to  the  young  Count  Melvil,  which  she  knew 
Fathom  had  put  into  his  hands,  in  order  to 
be  altered. 

Ferdinand,  seizing  the  hint,  availed  him- 
self of  it  without  delay,  and,  unbolting  the 
door,  pronounced  in  an  audible  voice, — 
"  Upon  my  honour,  mademoiselle,  you  wrong 
my  intention,  if  you  imagine  I  came  hither 
with  any  disrespectful  or  dishonourable  mo- 


veyed.     The  sole  difficulty  that  occurred  in  ^ 

the  researches  of  her  sagacity,  was  to  know  j  tive:  I  have  business  with  your  father,  which 

the  gallant  who  had  been  favoured  with  such    cannot  be   delayed   till  to-morrow,  without 


a  pledge  of  Wilholmina's  affection  ;  for,  as 
the  reader  will  easily  imagine,  she  never 
dreamed  of  viewing  Ferdinand  in  that  odious 
perspective.  In  order  to  satisfy  her  curiosity, 
discover  this  happy  favourite,  and  be  re- 
venged on  her  petulant  rival,  she  prevailed 
.ipon  tiie  jeweller  to  employ  a  scout,  who 
should  watch  all  night  upon  tiie  stair, 
witbou"  the  knowledge  of  any  other  per- 
son   ir.   the    family,    alleging,    that    in    all 


manifest  prejudice  to  my  friend  and  myself; 
therefore  I  took  the  liberty  of  visiting  him  at 
these  untimely  hours,  and  it  has  been  my 
misfortune  to  mistake  the  door  in  the  dark. 
I  beg  pardon  for  my  involuntary  intrusion, 
and  again  assure  you,  thit  nothing  was  far- 
ther from  my  thoughts  than  any  design  to 
violate  that  respect  which  I  have  always 
entertained  for  you  and  your  father's  family." 
To  this  remonstrance,  which  was  distinctlT 
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beard  by  the  German  and  his  wife,  who  by 
this  time  stood  hsteiiin^  at  tlio  door,  tlie 
young  lady  replied,  in  a  shrill  accent  of  dis- 
pleasure,— "  Sir,  I  am  boimd  to  believe  that 
all  your  actions  are  conducted  by  honour; 
but  you  must  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that 
your  mistake  is  a  little  extraordinary,  and 
your  visit,  even  to  my  father,  at  this  time  of 
the  night,  altogether  unseasonable,  if  not 
mysterious.  As  for  the  interruption  I  have 
Butfered  in  my  repose,  I  impute  it  to  my  own 
forgetfulness  in  leaving  my  door  unlocked, 
and  blame  myself  so  severely  for  the  omiss- 
ion, that  I  shall  to-morrow  pi.t  it  out  of  my 
own  power  to  be  guilty  of  the  like  for  the 
future,  by  ordering  the  passage  to  be  nailed 
up;  meanwhile,  if  you  would  persuade  mo  of 
your  well-meaning,  you  will  instantly  with- 
draw, lest  my  reputation  should  suffer  by 
your  continuance  in  my  apartment." 

"  Madam,"  answered  our  hero,  "  I  will  not 
e^ive  you  an  opportunity  to  repeat  the  com- 
mand, which  I  shall  forthwith  obey,  after 
having  entreated  you  once  more  to  forgive 
the  disturbance  I  have  given."  So  saying, 
he  gently  opened  the  door,  and,  at  sight  of 
the  German  and  his  wife,  who  he  well  knew 
waited  for  his  exit,  started  back,  and  gave 
tokens  of  confusion,  which  was  partly  real 
and  partly  affected.  The  jeweller,  fully  satis- 
fied with  Fathom's  declaration  to  his  daugh- 
ter, received  him  with  a  complaisant  look, 
and,  in  order  to  alleviate  his  concern,  gave 
him  to  understand,  that  he  already  knew  the 
rea.son  of  his  being  in  that  apartment,  and 
desired  to  be  informed  of  what  had  procured 
him  the  honour  to  see  him  at  such  a  juncture. 
"My  dear  friend,"  said  our  adventurer, 
pretending  to  recollect  himself  with  diffi- 
culty, "  I  am  utterly  ashamed  and  con- 
founded to  be  discovered  in  this  situation  ; 
but,  as  you  have  overheard  what  passed 
between  mademoiselle  and  me,  I  know  you 
will  do  justice  to  my  intention,  and  forgive 
my  mistake.  After  begging  pardon  for  hav- 
ing intruded  upon  your  family  at  these  hours, 
I  must  now  tell  you,  that  my  cousin.  Count 
Melvil,  was  some  time  ago  so  much  misre- 
presented to  his  mother  by  certain  malicious 
informers,  who  delight  in  sowing  discord  in 
private  families,  that  slie  actually  believed 
her  son  an  extravagant  spendthrift,  who  had 
not  only  consumed  his  remittances  in  the 
most  riotous  scenes  of  disorder,  but  also  in- 
dulged a  pernicious  appetite  for  gaming,  to 
Buch  a  degree,  that  he  had  lost  all  his  clothes 
and  jewels  at  play.  In  consequence  of  sucli 
false  information,  she  expostulated  with  him 
in  a  severe  letter,  ind  desired  he  would 
transmit  to  her  that  ring  which  is  in  your 
custody,  it  being  a  family  stone,  for  which 
she  expressed  an  inestimable  valufl.  The 
young  gentleman,  in  his  answer  to  her  re- 
proof, endeavoured  to  vindicate  himself  from 
the  aspersions  which  had  been  cast  upon  his 
fhRracter,  and,  with  regard  to  the  ring,  told 
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her  it  was  at  present  in  the  hands  of  a 
jeweller,  in  order  to  be  new  set  according 
to  her  own  directions,  and  that,  whenever  it 
should  bo  altered,  he  would  send  it  home  to 
her  by  some  safe  conveyance.  This  account 
the  good  lady  took  for  an  evasion,  and,  upon 
that  supposition,  has  again  written  to  him  in 
such  a  provoking  style,  that  although  the 
letter  arrived  but  half  an  hour  ago,  he  is  do- 
termined  to  dispatch  a  courier  before  morn- 
ing with  the  mischievous  ring,  for  which,  in 
compliance  with  the  imi)etuosity  of  his  tem- 
per, I  have  taken  the  freedom  to  disturb  you 
at  this  unseasonable  hour." 

The  German  paid  implicit  faith  to  every 
circumstance  of  this  story,  which  indeed 
could  not  well  be  supposed  to  be  invented 
extempore;  tiie  ring  was  immediately  re- 
stored, and  our  adventurer  took  his  leave,  con 
gratulating  himself  upon  his  signal  deliver- 
ance from  the  snare  into  which  he  had  fallen. 


CHAPTER  XVII 

The  step-dame's  suspicions  being  awaken- 
ed, she  lays  a  snare  for  our  adventurer, 
from  which  he  is  delivered  by  the  inter- 
position of  his  good  genius. 

Though  the  husband  swallowed  the  bait 
without  further  inquiry,  the  penetration  of 
the  wife  was  not  so  easily  deceived.  That 
same  dialogue  in  Wilhelmina's  apartment, 
far  from  allaying,  rather  inflamed  her  suspi- 
cion ;  because,  in  the  like  emergency,  she 
herself  had  once  profited  by  the  same  or 
nearly  the  same  contrivance.  Without  com- 
municating her  doubts  to  the  father,  she  re- 
solved to  double  her  attention  to  the  daugh- 
ter's future  conduct,  and  keep  such  a  strict 
eye  over  the  behaviour  of  our  gallant,  that 
he  should  find  it  very  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble, to  elude  her  observation.  For  this  pur- 
pose, she  took  into  her  pay  an  old  maiden, 
of  the  right  sour  disposition,  who  lived  \n 
a  house  opposite  to  her  own,  and  directed 
her  to  follow  the  young  lady  in  all  her  out- 
goings, whenever  she  should  receive  from 
the  window  a  certain  signal,  which  the  mo- 
ther-in-law agreed  to  make  for  the  occasion. 
It  was  not  long  before  this  scheme  succeeded 
to  her  wish.  The  door  of  communicatiotx 
betwixt  Wilhelmina's  apartment  and  the 
stair-case  being  nailed  up  by  the  jeweller's 
express  order,  our  adventurer  was  altogether 
deprived  of  those  opportunities  he  had  hith- 
erto enjoyed,  and  was  not  at  all  mortified  to 
find  himself  so  restricted  in  a  correspondence 
which  began  to  be  tiresome  and  disagreeable; 
but  the  case  was  far  otherwise  with  his  I)ul- 
cinea,  whose  passion,  the  more  it  was  thwart- 
ed, raged  with  greater  violence,  like  a  fire, 
that,  from  the  attempts  that  are  made  to  ex- 
tinguish it,  gathers  greater  force,  and  flames 
with  double  fury. 
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Upon  the  second  day  of  hermisfortnne,  she 
had  written  a  very  tender  billet,  lamenting 
her  unhappiness  in  being  deprived  of  those 
meetings  which  constituted  the  chief  joy  of 
lier  life,  and  entreating  liim  to  contrive  some 
means  of  renewing  tlie  delicious  commerce 
in  an  unsuspected  place.  This  intimation 
she  proposed  to  convey  privately  into  the 
l»and  of  her  lover,  during  his  next  visit  to  the 
family  ;  but  both  were  so  narrowly  eyed  by 
the  mother,  that  she  found  the  execution  of 
her  design  imprac  .icable  ;  and,  next  forenoon, 
on  pretence  of  g.iing  to  church,  repaired  to 
the  house  of  a  companion,  who,  being  also 
her  confidant,  undertook  to  deliver  the  billet 
with  her  own  hand. 

The  she-dragon  employed  by  her  mother, 
in  obedience  to  the  sign  which  was  displayed 
from  the  window,  inmicdiately  put  on  her 
veil,  and  followed  Wilhclmina  at  a  distance, 
until  she  saw  her  fairly  lioused :  she  would 
not  even  then  return  from  her  excursion, 
but  hovered  about  in  sight  of  the  door,  with 
a  view  of  making  further  observations.  In 
less  than  five  minutes  after  the  young  lady 
disappeared,  the  scout  perceived  her  coming 
out,  accompanied  by  her  comrade,  from  whom 
she  instantly  parted,  and  bent  her  way  to- 
u-ards  the  church  in  good  earnest,  while  the 
other  steered  her  course  in  another  direction. 
The  duenna,  after  a  moment's  suspense  and 
consideration,  divined  the  true  cause  of  this 
short  visit,  and  resolved  to  v/atch  the  mo- 
tions of  the  confidant,  whom  she  traced  to 
the  academy  in  which  our  hero  lodged,  and 
from  which  she  saw  her  return,  after  the  sup- 
posed message  was  delivered. 

Fraught  with  this  intelligence,  the  rancor- 
ous understrapper  hied  her  home  to  the  jew- 
eller's wife,  and  made  a  faithful  recital  of 
what  she  had  seen,  communicating  at  the 
same  time  her  own  conjectures  on  the  sub- 
ject. Iler  employer  was  equally  astonished 
and  incensed  at  this  information  ;  she  v/as 
seized  with  all  that  frenzy  which  takes  pos- 
session of  a  slighted  woman,  when  she  finds 
herself  supplanted  by  a  detested  rivnl :  and, 
in  the  first  transports  of  her  indignation,  de- 
voted them  as  sacrifices  to  her  vengeance. 
Nor  was  her  surprise  so  much  the  effect  of 
Mis  dissimulation,  as  of  his  want  of  taste  and 
discernment.  She  inveighed  against  him, 
not  as  the  most  treacherous  lover,  but  as  the 
most  abject  wretch,  in  courting  the  smiles  of 
such  an  awkward  dowdy,  while  he  enjoyed 
the  favours  of  a  woman  who  had  numbered 
princes  in  the  train  of  her  admirers.  For 
the  brilliancy  of  her  attractions,  such  as  they 
at  present  shone,  she  appealed  to  the  deci- 
sion of  her  minister,  who  consulted  her  own 
satisfaction  and  interest,  by  flattering  the 
other's  vanity  and  resentment ;  and  so  im- 
accountable  did  the  depravity  of  our  hero's 
'udgmcnt  appear  to  this  conceited  dame,  that 
?hi?  began  to  believe  there  was  some  mistake 
ii  tlie  [lerson,  and  tc  I'ope  that  Wilhplmina's 


gallant  was  not  in  reality  her  professed  ad- 
mirer, Mr  Fathom,  but  rather  one  of  his  fel- 
low-lodgers, whose  passion  he  favoured  with 
his  mediation  and  assistance. 

On  this  notion,  which  nothing  but  mere 
vanity  could  have  inspired,  in  opposition  to 
so  many  more  weighty  presumptions,  shti 
took  the  resolution  of  bringing  the  affair  to 
a  fuller  explanation,  before  she  would  con- 
cert any  measures  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
adventurer,  and  forthwith  dispatched  lier  spy 
back  to  I'.is  lodgings,  to  solicit,  on  the  part 
of  Wilhelmina,  an  immediate  answer  to  the 
letter  he  had  received.  This  was  an  expe- 
dition with  which  the  old  maiden  would  have 
willingly  dispensed,  because  it  was  founded 
upon  an  uncertainty,  which  might  be  attended 
with  troublesome  consequences  :  but,  rather 
than  be  the  means  of  retarding  a  negotiation 
so  productive  of  that  sort  of  mischief  which 
is  particularly  agreeable  to  all  of  her  tribe, 
she  undertook  to  manage  and  effect  the  dis- 
covery, in  full  confidence  of  her  own  talents 
and  experience. 

With  such  a  fund  of  self-sufficiency  ano 
instigation,  she  repaired  to  the  academy  on 
the  instant,  and  inquiring  for  Mr  Fathom, 
was  introduced  to  his  apartment,  where  she 
found  him  in  the  very  act  of  writing  a  billet 
to  the  jeweller's  daughter.  The  artful  agent 
having  asked,  with  the  mysterious  air  of  an 
expert  go-between,  if  he  had  not  lately  re- 
ceived a  message  from  a  certain  young  lady, 
and  being-  answered  in  the  affirmative,  gave 
him  to  understand,  that  she  herself  wj.s  a 
person  favoured  with  the  friendship  and  con. 
fidence  of  Wilhelmina,  v/hom  she  had  known 
from  her  cradle,  and  often  dandled  on  licr 
knee  ;  then,  in  the  genuine  style  of  a  prattling 
dry-nurse,  she  launched  out  in  encomiums  on 
his  Dulcinea's  beauty  and  sweetness  of  tem- 
per, recounting  many  simple  occurrences  of 
her  infancy  and  childhood ;  and,  finally,  de- 
siring a  more  circumstantial  answer  to  that 
which  she  had  sent  to  him  by  her  friend 
Catherina.  In  the  course  of  her  loquacity, 
she  had  also,  according  to  her  instructions, 
hinted  at  the  misfortune  of  the  door  ;  and,  on 
the  whole,  performed  her  cue  with  such  dex- 
terity and  discretion,  that  our  politician  was 
actually  over-reached,  and,  having  finished 
his  epistle,  committed  it  to  her  care,  with 
many  verbal  expressions  of  eternal  love  and 
fidelity  to  his  charming  Wilhelmina. 

The  messenger,  douoly  rejoiced  at  her 
achievement,  which  not  only  recommended 
her  ministry,  but  also  gratified  her  malice, 
returned  to  her  principal  with  great  exulta- 
tion, and,  delivering  the  letter,  the  reader 
will  easily  conceive  the  transports  of  that 
lady  when  she  read  the  contents  of  it  in  these 
words ,' 

"Anoelic  Wilhelmina! — To  forget 
tliose  ecstatic  scenes  we  have  enjoyed  toge- 
ther, or  even  live  w-ithout  the  continuntior 
of  that  mutual  bliss,  were  to  quit  sll  title  U 
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perception,  iiiul  rosi<rii  every  hope  of  future 
happi.neps.  No  ;  my  cliarmer,  wliile  my  licad 
retains  the  least  spark  of  invention,  and  my 
lieart  glows  with  the  resuhition  of  a  man,  our 
correspondence  shall  not  be  cut  otl"  by  the 
machinations  of  an  envious  stcpmotiier,  who 
never  had  attractions  to  inspire  a  generous 
passion ;  and,  now  that  age  and  v/rinkles 
have  destroyed  what  little  siiare  of  beauty 
bIic  once  possessed,  endeavours,  like  tiie 
tiend  in  paradise,  to  blast  tl.ose  joys  in  others, 
from  which  she  is  herself  eternally  excluded. 
Doubt  not,  dear  sovereign  of  my  soul !  that 
I  will  study,  with  all  the  eagerness  of  desir- 
ing love,  how  to  frustrate  her  malicious  in- 
tention, and  renew  those  transporting  mo- 
ments, the  remembrance  of  which  now  warms 
the  breast  of  your  ever-constant     Fathom." 

Had  our  hero  murdered  iier  fatlier,  or  lefl 
her  a  disconsolate  widow  by  efl'ecting  the 
death  of  her  dear  husband,  there  might  have 
been  a  possibility  of  lier  exerting  the  chris- 
tian virtues  of  resignation  and  forgiveness  ; 
but  such  a  personal  outrage  as  that  contained 
in  this  epistle  precluded  all  hope  of  pardon, 
and  rendered  penitence  of  no  signification. 
His  atrocious  crime  being  now  fully  ascer- 
tained, this  virago  gave  a  loose  to  her  re- 
sentment, which  became  so  loud  and  tem- 
pestuous, that  her  informer  shuddered  at  the 
storm  she  had  raised,  and  began  to  repent  of 
having  communicated  the  intelligence  which 
seemed  to  have  such  a  violent  effect  upon 
her  brain. 

She  endeavoured,  however,  to  allay  the 
agitation,  by  flattering  her  fancy  with  the 
prospect  of  revenge,  and  gradually  soothed 
her  into  a  state  of  deliberate  ire  ;  during 
which  she  determined  to  take  ample  ven- 
geance on  the  delinquent.  In  the  zenith  of 
her  rage,  she  would  have  had  immediate 
recourse  to  poison  or  steel,  had  she  not  been 
diverted  from  her  mortal  purpose  by  her 
counsellor,  who  represented  the  danger  of 
engaging  in  such  violent  measures,  and  pro- 
posed a  more  secure  scheme,  in  the  execution 
of  which  she  would  see  the  perfidious  wretch 
sufficiently  punished,  without  any  hazard  to 
her  own  person  or  reputation.  She  advised 
her  to  inform  the  jeweller  of  Fathom's  efforts 
to  seduce  her  conjugal  fidelity,  and  impart  to 
him  a  plan,  by  which  he  would  have  it  in  his 
power  to  detect  our  adventurer  in  the  very 
act  of  practising  Upon  her  virtue. 

The  lady  relished  her  proposal,  and  ac- 
tually resolved  to  make  an  assignation  with 
Ferdinand,  as  usual,  and  give  notice  of  the 
appomtment  to  her  husband,  that  he  might 
personally  J.scover  the  treachery  of  his  pre- 
tended friend,  and  inflict  upon  him  such  ciias- 
lisement  as  the  German's  brutal  disposition 
should  suggest,  when  inflamed  by  that  species 
of  provocation.  Had  this  project  been  brought 
to  bear,  Ferdinand,  in  all  likelihood,  would 
have  been  disqualified  from  engaging  in  any 
fiiture  intrigue  ;  but  fate  ordamed  that  the 
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design  should  be  defeated,  in  order  to  reservp 
him  for  more  important  occasions. 

Before  the  circumstances  of  the  plan  could 
be  adjusted,  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  meet 
his  Dulcinea  in  the  street,  and,  in  the  mid.*t 
of  their  mutual  condolence  on  the  interrup. 
tion  they  had  suflered  in  their  correspondence, 
he  assured  her,  that  he  would  never  give  his 
invention  respite,  until  he  should  have  vcri. 
fied  the  protestations  contained  in  tiie  letter 
he  had  delivered  to  her  discreet  agent.  This 
allusion  to  a  billet  she  had  never  received, 
did  not  fail  to  alarm  her  fears,  and  introduce 
a  very  mortifying  explanation,  in  which  he 
so  accurately  described  the  person  of  the 
messenger,  that  she  forthwith  comprehended 
the  plot,  and  communicated  to  our  hero  he: 
sentiments  on  that  subject. 

Though  he  expressed  infinite  anxiety  and 
chagrin  at  this  misfortune,  which  could  not 
fail  to  raise  new  obstacles  to  their  love,  hia 
heart  was  a  stranger  to  the  uneasiness  he 
affected  ;  and  rather  pleased  with  the  occa- 
sion, which  would  furnish  him  with  pretencca 
to  withdraw  himself  gradually  from  an  inter- 
course  by  this  ti.me  become  equally  cloyino 
and  unprofitable.  Being  well  acquainted 
with  the  mother's  temperament,  he  guessed 
the  present  situation  of  her  thoughts,  and 
concluding  she  would  make  the  jeweller  a 
party  in  her  revenge,  he  resolved  from  that 
moment  to  discontinue  his  visits,  and  cau- 
tiously guard  against  any  future  interview 
with  the  lady  whom  he  iiad  rendered  so  jn- 
placable. 

It  was  well  for  our  adventurer  that  hi-- 
good  fortune  so  seasonably  interposed  ;  for 
that  same  day,  in  the  afternoon,  he  was  fa- 
voured with  a  billet  from  the  jeweller's  wife, 
couched  in  the  same  tender  style  she  had 
formerly  used,  and  importing  an  earnest  de- 
sire of  seeing  him  next  day  at  the  wonted 
rendezvous.  Although  his  penetration  was 
sufficient  to  perceive  the  drift  of  this  message, 
or  at  least  to  discern  the  risk  he  sliould  run 
in  complying-  with  her  request,  yet  he  was 
willing  to  be  more  fiilly  certified  of  the  truth 
of  his  suspicion,  and  wrote  an  answer  to  the 
billet,  in  which  he  assured  her  that  he  would 
repair  to  the  j)lace  of  appointment  with  all 
the  punctuality  of  an  impatient  lover.  Never- 
theless, instead  of  performing  this  promise, 
he,  in  the  morning,  took  post  in  a  public 
house  opposite  to  the  place  of  assignation 
in  order  to  reconnoitre  the  ground,  and  about 
noon  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  German 
wrapped  in  a  cloak,  enter  the  door  of  his 
wife's  she-friend,  though  tiie  appointment 
was  fixed  at  five  in  tlni  evening.  Fathom 
blessed  his  good  angel  tor  having  conducted 
him  clear  of  this  conspiracy,  and  kept  his 
station  with  great  tranquillity  till  the  hour 
of  meeting,  when  he  belicld  hisf  enraged 
Thalestris  take  the  same  route,  and  enjoyed 
her  disappointment  with  ineffable  satisfaction 

Thus  favoured  with  a  jjretext,  he  took  bi^. 
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ieav3  oflier,  iii  a  letter,  giving  lier  to  under- 
stand, that  he  was  no  stranger  to  the  barbar- 
ous snare  slie  had  laid  for  him  :  and  upbraid- 
ing lier  with  having  made  such  an  ungrate- 
'ul  return  for  all  liie  tenderness  and  altacii- 
Hient.  She  was  not  backward  in  conveying 
a  reply  to  this  expostulation,  which  seemed 
to  have  been  dictated  in  all  the  distraction 
of  a  proud  woman  who  sees  her  vengeance 
baffled,  as  well  as  her  love  disdained.  Her 
letter  was  nothing  but  a  succession  of  re- 
proaches, menaces,  and  incoherent  execra- 
tions. She  taxed  him  with  knavery,  insen- 
sibility, and  dissimulation ;  imprecated  a 
thousand  curses  upon  his  head,  and  threat- 
ened not  only  to  persecute  his  life  with  ail 
the  arts  that  hell  and  malice  could  inspire, 
but  also  to  wound  him  in  the  person  of  her 
daughter-in-law,  who  should  be  inclosed  for 
life  in  a  convent,  where  she  should  have  lei- 
sure to  repent  of  those  loose  and  disorderly 
practices  which  he  had  taught  her  to  commit, 
and  of  which  she  could  not  pretend  innocence, 
as  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  confront  her 
with  the  evidence  of  her  lover's  own  con- 
fession. Yet  all  this  denunciation  was  quali- 
fied with  an  alternative,  by  which  he  was 
given  to  understand,  that  the  gates  of  mercy 
were  still  open,  and  that  penitence  was  ca- 
pable of  washing  out  the  deepest  stain  of 
guilt. 

J^'erdinand  read  the  whole  remonstrance  with 
great  composure  and  moderation,  and  was 
content  to  incur  the  hazard  of  her  hate,  rather 
than  put  her  to  the  trouble  of  making  such  an 
effort  of  generosity,  as  would  induce  her  to 
forgive  the  heinous  offence  he  had  committed; 
nor  did  his  apprehension  for  Wiihelmina  in 
the  least  influence  his  behaviour  on  this  oc- 
casion ;  so  zealous  was  he  for  her  spiritual 
concerns,  that  he  would  have  been  glad  to 
hear  she  had  actually  taken  the  veil ;  but  he 
knew  such  a  step  was  not  at  all  agreea'ble  to 
her  disposition,  and  that  no  violence  would 
be  offered  to  her  inclinations  on  that  score, 
unless  her  stepmother  should  communicate 
to  the  father  that  letter  of  Fathom's  which 
she  had  intercepted,  and  by  which  the  Ger- 
man would  be  convinced  of  his  daughter's 
backsliding;  but  this  measure,  he  rightly 
supposed,  the  wife  would  not  venture  to  take, 
lest  the  husband,  instead  of  taking  her  ad- 
vice touching  the  young  lady,  should  seek  to 
rompromise  the  affair,  by  offering  her  in 
■narriage  to  her  debaucher  ;  a  proffer,  which, 
if  accepted,  would  overwhelm  the  mother 
with  vexation  and  despair.  He  therefore 
chose  to  trust  to  the  effects  of  lenient  time, 
tvhich  he  hoped  would  gradually  weaken  the 
Bcsentment  of  this  Pcnthesilea,  and  dissolve 
nis  connexion  with  the  other  parts  of  the 
family,  from  which  he  longed  to  be  totally 
d'itached. 

How  well  soever  he  might  have  succeeded 
.n  his  attempts  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the 
naothfl'"    who,  by  her  situation  in   life,  was 


restrained  from  prosecuting  those  measurea 
her  resentment  had  planned  against  hia 
fortitude  and  indifference ;  he  would  have 
found  greater  difficulty  than  he  had  foreseen, 
in  disengaging  himself  from  the  daughter, 
whose  affections  he  had  won  under  the  most 
solemn  professions  of  honour  and  fidelity, 
and  who,  now  she  was  debarred  of  his 
company  and  conversation,  and  in  danger 
of  losing  him  for  ever,  had  actually  taken 
the  resolution  of  disclosing  the  amour  to  hei 
father,  that  he  might  interpose  in  behalf  of 
her  peace  and  reputation,  and  secure  iier 
happiness  by  the  sanction  of  the  church. 


CHAPTER  XVHL 

Our  hero  departs  from  Vienna,  and  quits 
the  domains  of  Venus  for  (he  rough  Jiela 
of  Mars. 

Luckily  for  our  adventurer,  before  he  ad- 
hered to  this  determination,  the  young  Count 
de  Melvil  was  summoned  to  Presburg  by  his 
father,  who  desired  to  see  him,  before  he 
should  take  the  field,  in  consequence  of  a 
rupture  between  the  emperor  and  the  French 
king  ;  and  Fathom,  of  course,  quitted  Vienna, 
in  order  to  attend  his  patron,  after  he  and 
Renaldo  had  resided  two  whole  years  in  that 
capitol,  where  the  former  had  made  himself 
perfect  in  all  the  polite  exercises,  become 
master  of  the  French  tongue,  and  learned  to 
speak  the  Italian  with  great  facility;  over 
and  above  those  other  accomplishments  in 
which  we  have  represented  him  as  an  inimit- 
able original. 

As  for  the  young  count,  his  exteriors  were 
so  much  improved  by  the  company  to  which 
he  had  access,  since  his  departure  from  his 
father's  house,  that  his  parents  were  equally 
surprised  and  overjoyed  at  the  alteration. 
All  that  awkwardness  and  rusticity,  which 
hung  upon  his  deportment,  was,  like  tiie 
rough  coat  of  a  diamond,  polished  away  ;  the 
connection  and  disposition  ofhis  limbs  seemed 
to  have  been  adjusted  anew  ;  his  carriage  was 
become  easy,  his  air  perfectly  genteel,  and 
his  conversatioji  gay  and  unrestrained.  The 
merit  of  this  reformation  was  in  a  great 
measure  ascribed  to  the  care  and  example 
of  Mr  Fathom,  who  was  received  by  the  old 
count  and  his  lady  with  marks  of  singular 
friendship  and  esteem ;  nor  was  he  over- 
looked by  mademoiselle,  who  still  remained 
in  a  state  of  celibacy,  and  seemed  to  have 
resigned  all  hope  of  altering  her  condition  , 
she  expressed  uncommon  satisfaction  at  the 
return  of  her  old  favourite,  and  re-admitted 
him  into  the  same  degree  of  familiarity  with 
which  he  had  been  honoured  before  his 
departure. 

The  joy  of  Teresa  was  so  excessive  at  hia 
arrival,  thfit  she  could  scarce  suppress  hei 
raptures,  so  as  to  conc^^al  them  from  the 
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notice  of'the  family  ;  and  our  liero,  iijioii  tliis 
occasion,  performed  the  part  of  un  exquisite 
Kctor,  in  dissembling  those  transports  wliioli 
his  bosom  never  knew.  So  well  had  this 
pupil  retained  the  lessons  of  her  instructor, 
ihat,  in  the  midst  of  those  fraudulent  appro- 
priations, which  she  still  continued  to  make, 
she  had  found  means  to  support  her  interest 
and  character  with  mademoiselle,  and  even 
to  acquire  such  influence  in  the  family,  that 
no  oilier  servant,  male  or  female,  could 
pretend  to  live  under  the  same  roof,  without 
paying'  incessant  homage  to  this  artful  wait- 
ing-woman, and  yielding  the  most  ahject 
submission  to  her  will. 

The  young  gentlemen  having  tarried  at 
Presburg  about  six  weeks,  during  which  a 
small  field  equipage  was  prepared  for  Renaldo, 
they  repaired  to  the  camp  at  Heilbron,  under 
the  auspices  of  Count  Melvil,  in  whose 
regiment  they  carried  arms  as  volunteers, 
with  a  view  to  merit  promotion  in  the  service 
by  their  own  personal  behaviour.  Our  ad- 
venturer would  have  willingly  dispensed  with 
tiiis  occasion  of  signalizing  himself,  his  tal- 
ents being  much  better  adaj)ted  to  another 
sphere  of  life;  nevertheless,  he  affected 
uncommon  alacrity  at  the  prospect  of  gather- 
ing laurels  in  the  field,  and  subscribed  to  his 
fortune  with  a  good  grace  ;  foreseeing  that 
even  in  a  campaign,  a  man  of  his  art  and 
ingenuity  might  find  means  to  consult  his 
corporal  safety,  without  any  danger  to  his 
reputation.  Accordingly,  before  he  had  lived 
full  three  weeks  in  camp,  the  damp  situation, 
and  sudden  change  in  his  way  of  life,  had 
Buch  a  violent  effect  upon  his  constitution, 
that  he  was  deprived  of  the  use  of  all  his 
limbs,  and  mourned,  without  ceasing,  his 
hard  fate,  by  which  he  found  himself  pre- 
cluded from  all  opportunity  of  exerting  his 
diligence,  courage,  and  activity,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  soldier,  to  which  he  now  aspired. 

Renaldo  who  was  actually  enamoured  of  a 
martial  life,  and  missed  no  occasion  of  dis- 
tinguishing himself,  consoled  his  companion 
with  great  cordiality,  encouraged  him  with 
the  hope  of  seeing  his  constitution  familiar- 
ized to  the  inconveniences  of  a  camp,  and 
accommodated  liim  with  everything  which 
he  thought  would  alleviate  the  pain  of  his 
body,  as  well  as  the  anxiety  of  his  mind. 
The  old  count,  who  sincerely  sympathized 
with  his  affliction,  would  have  persuaded  him 
to  retire  into  quarters,  where  he  could  be 
carefully  nursed,  and  provided  with  every 
thing  necessary  to  a  person  in  his  condition  ; 
Dut  such  was  his  desire  of  glory,  that  he 
resisted  hi.s  patron's  importunities  with  great 
constancy,  till  at  length,  seeing  the  old 
Cftntleman  obstinately  determined  to  consult 
his  health  by  removing  him  from  the  field,  he 
gradually  suffered  himself  to  recover  the  use 
of  his  hands,  made  shift  to  sit  up  in  his  bed 
ijjd  amuse  himself  with  cards  and  back- 
gammon,  and,    notwithstanding   the   feeble 
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condition  of  his  legs,  ventured  to  ride  out  on 
horseback  to  visit  the  lines,  though  the  conn' 
and  his  son  would  never  yield  to  iiis  solicita- 
tions so  far,  as  to  let  him  accomjjany  Renaldc 
in  those  excursions  and  reconnoitring  |)artie3 
by  which  a  volunteer  inures  himself  to  toil 
and  peril,  and  acquires  that  knowledge  in  the 
ojjerations  of  war,  which  qualifies  him  for  a 
command  in  the  service. 

Notwithstanding  this  exemption  from  all 
duty,  our  adventurer  managed  matters  so  as 
to  pass  for  a  youth  of  intiiiite  mettle,  and 
even  rendered  his  backwardness  and  timidity 
subservient  to  the  support  of  that  character, 
by  expressing  an  impatience  ofjying  inactive, 
and  a  desire  of  signalizing  his  prowess,  which 
even  the  disabled  condition  of  his  body  could 
scarce  restrain,  lie  must  be  a  man  of  very 
weak  nerves  and  excessive  irresolution,  who 
can  live  in  the  midst  of  actual  service,  without 
imbibing  some  portion  of  military  fortitude  ; 
danger  becomes  habitual,  and  loses  a  great 
part  of  its  terror  ;  and  as  fear  is  oflen  caught 
by  contagion,  so  is  courage  communicated 
among  the  individuals  of  an  army.  The  hope 
of  fame,  desire  of  honours  and  preferment, 
envy,  emulation,  and  the  dread  of  disgrace, 
are  motives  which  co-operate  in  suppressing 
that  aversion  to  death  or  mutilati(jn,  which 
nature  hath  implanted  in  the  human  mind; 
and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if 
Fathom,  who  was  naturally  chicken-hearted, 
gained  some  advantages  over  his  disposition, 
before  the  end  of  the  campaign,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  neither  perilous  nor  severe. 

During  the  winter,  while  both  armies 
remained  in  quarters,  our  adventurer  attended 
his  patron  to  Presburg,  and,  before  the  troops 
were  in  motion,  Renaldo  obtained  a  com- 
mission, in  consequence  of  which  he  went 
into  garrison  at  Philipsburg,  whither  he  was 
followed  by  our  hero,  while  the  old  count's 
duty  called  him  to  the  field  in  a  different 
place.  Ferdinand  for  some  time  had  no 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  this  disposition, 
by  which  he  was  at  once  delivered  from  the 
fatigues  of  a  campaign,  and  the  inspection 
of  a  severe  censor,  in  the  person  of  Count 
Melvil ;  and  his  satisfaction  was  still  increased 
by  an  accidental  meeting  with  the  TyrolesC' 
who  had  been  his  confederate  at  Vienna,  and- 
now  chanced  to  serve  in  garrison  on  the  sajne 
footing  with  himself.  "These  two  knights- 
errant  renewed  their  former  correspondence, 
and,  as  all  soldiers  are  addicted  to  gaming, 
levied  contributions  upon  all  those  officera 
who  had  money  to  lose,  and  temerity  to  play. 

However,  they  had  not  long  pursued  this 
branch  of  traffic,  when  their  success  was 
interrupted  by  a  very  serious  occurrence,  that 
for  the  present  entirely  detached  the  gentle- 
men  in  the  garrison  from  such  amusements. 
The  French  troops  invested  Fort  Kelil, 
situated  on  the  Rhine,  opposite  to  Strasburg; 
and  the  imperialists,  dreading  that  the  next- 
storm  would  fall  upon  Philipsburg,  employcrf 
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themselves  with  great  diligence  to  put  that 
important  fortress  in  a  proper  posture  of 
defence.  If  the  suspension  of  play  was  dis- 
pleasing to  our  hero,  tlie  expectation  of 
being  besieged  was  by  no  means  more  agree- 
able. He  knew  the  excellence  of  the  P'rench 
engineers,  the  power  of  their  artillery,  and 
the  perseverance  of  their  general :  he  felt,  by 
anticipation,  the  toils  of  hard  duty  upon  the 
works,  tlie  horrors  of  night  alarms,  cannon- 
ading, bombardment,  sallies,  and  mines  blown 
up;  and  deliberated  with  himself  whether  or 
not  he  should  privately  withdraw,  and  take 
refuge  among  the  besiegers  ;  but  when  he 
reflected  that  such  a  step,  besides  the  infamy 
that  must  attend  it,  would  be  like  that  of 
running  upon  Scylla,  seeking  to  avoid  Cha- 
rybdis,  as  he  would  be  exposed  to  more  danger 
and  inconvenience  in  the  trenches  than  he 
could  possibly  undergo  in  the  town,  and,  after 
all,  run  the  risk  of  being  taken  and  treated 
as  a  deserter;  upon  these  considerations  he 
resolved  to  submit  himself  to  his  destiny,  and 
endeavoured  to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  his 
fate  by  those  arts  he  had  formerly  practised 
with  success,  lie  accordingly  found  means 
to  enjoy  a  very  bad  state  of  health  during  the 
whole  siege,  which  lasted  about  six  weeks 
after  the  trenches  were  opened  ;  and  then 
the  garrison  marched  out  by  capitulation, 
with  all  the  honours  of  war. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

He  puts  himself  under  the  guidance  of  his 
associate,  and  stumbles  upon  the  French 
camp,  where  he  finishes  his  military 
career. 

Nothing  else  of  moment  was  transacted 
during  that  campaign ;  and  in  the  winter  our 
adventurer,  with  the  young  count,  and  his 
friend  the  Tyrolese,  were  disposed  in  quarters 
of  cantonment,  where  Ferdinand  made  him- 


measure,  depend  upon  his  personal  beliavioof 
in  such  emergencies  as  he  did  not  a;  all  wish 
to  encounter.  On  the  other  hand,  lie  con- 
fided so  much  ill  his  own  dexterity  and 
address,  that  he  never  doubted  of  being  able 
to  raise  a  splendid  fortune  for  himself,  pro- 
vided he  could  once  obtain  a  fixed  and  firm 
foundation.  Ho  had  in  fancy  often  enjoyed 
a  prospect  of  England,  not  only  as  his  native 
country,  to  which,  like  a  true  citizen,  he 
longed  to  be  united  ;  but  also  as  the  land  of 
promise,  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  and 
abounding  with  subjects  on  which  he  knew 
his  talents  would  be  properly  exercised. 

These  reflections  never  occurred,  without 
leaving  a  strong  impression  upon  the  mind 
of  our  adventurer,  which  influenced  his 
deliberations  in  such  a  manner,  as  at  length 
amounted  to  a  perfect  resolution  of  with- 
drawing himself  priviiteiy  from  a  service  that 
teemed  with  disagreeable  events,  and  of 
transporting  himself  into  the  country  of  his 
ancestors,  which  he  considered  as  the  Canaan 
of  all  able  adventurers.  But,  previous  to  his 
appearance  on  that  stage,  he  was  desirous  of 
visiting  the  metropolis  of  France,  in  which 
he  hoped  to  improve  himself  in  the  knowledge 
of  men  and  things,  and  acquire  such  intelli- 
gence as  would  qualify  him  to  act  a  more 
important  part  upon  the  British  scene.  After 
having  for  some  time  indulged  these  pros- 
pects in  secret,  he  determined  to  accommo- 
date himself  with  the  company  and  experience 
of  the  Tyrolese,  whom,  under  the  specious 
title  of  an  associate,  he  knew  he  could 
convert  into  a  very  serviceable  tool,  in  for- 
warding the  execution  of  his  own  projects. 

Accordingly,  the  inclination  of  this  con- 
federate was  sounded  by  distant  hints,  and 
being  found  apt,  our  hero  made  him  privy  to 
his  design  of  decamping  without  beat  of 
drum  ;  though,  at  the  same  time,  he  begged 
his  advice  tcicliing  the  method  of  their 
departure,  that  he  might  retire  with  as  much 
delicacy  as  the  nature  of  such  a  step  would 
self  amends  for  the  chagrin  he  had  undergone,  j  permit.  Divers  consultations  were  held  upon 
by  the  exercise  of  those  talents  in  which  he  |  this  subject,  before  thev  adhered  to  the 
excelled.     Not  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the 


sphere  of  life  in  which  he  acted  ;  though  he 
knew  himself  consummate  in  the  art  of  play, 
he  was  not  at  all  ambitious  of  a  gamester's 
name  ;  nor  did  he  find  himself  disposed  to 
hazard  those  discoveries  and  explanations  to 
which  heroes  of  that  class  are  sometimes 
necessarily  exposed.  His  aim  was  to  dwell 
imong  the  tents  of  civil  life,  undisturbed 
by  quarrels  and  the  din  r:f  war,  and  render 
mankind  subservient  to  his  interest,  not  by 
stratagems  which  irritate,  but  by  that  supple- 
ness of  insinuation,  which  could  not  fail  to 
soothe  the  temper  of  th^se  on  whom  he 
meant  to  prey. 

He  saw  tiiat  all  his  expectations  of  Count 
Melvii'b  future  favour  were  connected  with 


resolution  of  making  their  escape  from  the 
army,  after  it  should  have  taken  the  field  in 
the  spring;  because,  in  tha-t  case,. they  would 
have  frequent  opportunities  of  going  abroad 
on  foraging  parties,  and,  during  one  of  these 
excursions,  might  retire  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  persuade  their  companions  that  they  had 
fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

Agreeably  to  this  determination,  the  camp 
was  no  sooner  formed  in  Alsace,  than  our 
associates  began  to  make  preparations!  for 
their  march,  and  had  already  taken  all  the 
previous  measures  for  their  departure,  when 
an  accident  happened,  which  our  hero  did 
not  fail  to  convert  to  his  own  advantage  :  this 
was  no  other  than  the  desertion  of  Renaldo's 
valet,    who,    in    consequence    of   a    gentle 


nis  choice  of  a  military  life  ;   and  that  his    chasti.sement,  which  he  liad  richly  merited, 
fiomotion  in  the  service  would,  in  a  great  |  thought  proper  to  disappear,  after   havmg 
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plundered  liis  master's  portniiuiteau,  wliicli 
he  had  forced  open  tor  the  purpose.  Ferdi- 
nand, wlio  was  the  first  person  that  dis- 
covered the  tlieft,  immediately  compreiicnded 
the  whole  adventure,  and  taking  it  lor  granted 
that  the  deiinfjuent  wouUl  never  return,  re- 
eolved  to  finisli  what  the  fugitive  had  imper- 
fectly performed. 

Being  favoured  with  the  unreserved  con- 
fidence of  tlie  young  count,  lie  instantly  had 
'ecourse  to  his  bureau,  the  loclcs  of  which  he 
round  means  to  burst  open,  and  examining 
a  private  drawer  contrived  with  great  art  to 
conceal  Renaldo's  jewels  and  cash,  made 
himself  master  of  the  contents  without  hesita- 
tion ;  then  cutting  open  his  cloak  bag,  and 
strewing  the  tent  vvitli  his  linen  and  clothes, 
began  to  raise  his  voice,  and  produce  such  a 
clamour  as  alarmed  the  whole  neighbour- 
hood, and  brought  a  great  many  ofiicers  into 
the  tent. 

He  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions, 
performed  his  cue  to  a  miracle,  expressing 
confusion  and  concern  so  naturally  in  his 
gestures  and  exclamation,  that  no  man  could 
possibly  suspect  his  sincerity  ;  nay,  to  such  a 
degree  of  finesse  did  his  cunning  amount, 
that  when  his  friend  and  patron  entered,  in 
consequence  of  an  intimation  he  soon  re- 
ceived of  his  loss,  our  adventurer  exhibited 
undoubted  signs  of  distraction  antl  delirium, 
and,  springing  upon  Renaldo  with  all  the 
frantic  fury  of  a  bedlamite, — "Villain!" 
cried  he,  "  restore  the  effects  you  have  stolen 
from  your  master,  or  you  shall  be  imme- 
diately committed  to  tlie  care  of  the  prevot." 
However  mortified  M.  de  Melvil  might  be  at 
his  own  misfortune,  the  condition  of  his 
friend  seemed  to  touch  him  more  nearly ;  he 
undervalued  his  own  loss,  as  a  trifle  that 
could  be  easily  repaired ;  and  said  every  thing 
which  ho  thought  would  tend  to  soothe  and 
compose  the  agitation  of  Ferdinand  ;  and, 
finally,  prevailed  upon  iiim  to  retire  to  rest. 
The  calamUy  was  wholly  attributed  to  the 
deserter  ;  and  Renaldo,  far  from  suspecting 
the  true  author,  took  occasion,  from  his 
behaviour  on  this  emergency,  to  admire  him 
as  a  mirror  of  integrity  and  attachment;  in 
such  an  exquisite  manner  did  he  plan  all  his 
designs,  that  almost  every  instance  of  his 
fraud  furnished  matter  of  triumph  to  his 
reputation. 

Having  thus  profitably  exercised  his  genius, 
this  subtile  politician  thought  it  high  time  to 
relinquish  his  military  expectations,  and,  se- 
curing all  his  valuable  acquisitions  about  his 
own  person,  rode  out  with  his  understrapper, 
in  the  midst  of  fifly  dragoons,  who  went  in 
quest  of  forage.  While  the  troopers  were 
employed  in  making  up  their  trusses,  the  two 
adventurers  advanced  towards  the  skirt  of  a 
wood,  on  pretence  cf  reconnoitring,  and  the 
Tyroiese,  who  undertook  to  be  our  hero's 
guide,  directing  him  to  a  path  which  leads 
towards  Stra,sburg,  they  suddenly  vanished 


from  the  eyes  of  their  companions,  who  in  a 
few  minutes  hearing  the  report  of  several 
pistols,  which  the  confederates  purposely 
fired,  conjectured  that  they  had  fallen  in  with 
a  party  of  French,  by  whom  they  were  made 
prisoners  of  war. 

The  Tyroiese  had  overrated  hia  own 
knowledge,  when  he  took  upon  himself  the 
charge  of  conducting  our  hero  ;  for,  upon  their 
arrival  at  a  certain  place,  where  two  roads 
crossed  each  other,  he  chanced  to  follow  tha*. 
which  not  only  frustrated  their  intention,  bu*. 
even  led  them  directly  to  the  French  camp  : 
so  that,  in  the  twilight,  they  fell  in  upon  one 
of  the  out-gnards,  before  they  were  aware  of 
their  mistake.  Whatever  confusion  an«l 
perplexity  they  might  undergo,  when  they 
heard  themselves  questioned  by  the  sentinel 
on  the  advanced  post,  certain  it  is,  they  be- 
trayed no  symptoms  of  fear  or  disorder  ;  but, 
while  Ferdinand  endeavoured  to  recollect 
himself,  his  fellow-traveller,  with  the  appear- 
ance of  admirable  intrepidity  and  presence 
of  mind,  told  the  soldier,  that  he  and  his 
companion  were  two  gentlemen  of  family 
who  had  quitted  the  Austrian  army,  on  ac- 
count of  having  sustained  some  ill  usage, 
which  they  had  no  opportunity  of  resenting 
in  any  other  way  ;  and  that  they  were  come 
to  ofler  their  services  to  the  French  general, 
to  whose  quarters  they  desired  to  be  imniC' 
diately  conveyed. 

The  sentinel,  to  whom  such  an  instance 
of  desertion  was  neither  rare  nor  indeed 
uncommon,  directed  them  without  scruple  to 
the  next  post,  where  they  found  a  sergeant*^ 
party,  from  which,  at  their  request,  they 
were  transmitted  to  the  officer  of  the  grand 
guard,  and  by  him  next  morning  introduced 
to  Count  Coigny,  who  very  politely  received 
them  as  volunteers  in  the  army  of  France. 
Though  this  translation  was  not  at  all  to  our 
hero's  liking,  he  was  forced  to  acquiesce  in 
his  fate,  glad  to  find  himself,  on  these  terms, 
in  possession  of  his  eflects,  of  which  he  would 
otherwise  have  been  infallibly  rifled. 

This  campaign,  however,  was  the  most 
disagreeable  period  of  his  wliolo  life  ;  because 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  entered  into  the 
service  subjected  him  to  the  particular  ob- 
servation  and  notice  of  the  French  officers  , 
so  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  very  alert  in  his 
duty,  and  summon  all  his  fortitude  to  main- 
tain  the  character  he  had  assumed.  What 
rendered  his  situation  still  more  unpalatable, 
was  the  activity  of  both  armies  in  the  course 
of  this  season,  during  which,  over  and  above 
sundry  fatiguing  marches  and  counter- 
marches, he  was  personally  engaged  in  the 
affair  of  Halleh.  which  was  very  obstinate, 
where,  being  in  the  skirts  of  the  detachment, 
he  was  actually  wounded  in  the  face  by  the 
sword  of  an  hussar;  but  this  was,  luckily  for 
him,  the  last  time  he  found  himself  under  tho. 
necessity  of  exerting  his  military  prowess  , 
for  a  cessation  of  arms  was  proclaimed,  btv 
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fore  he  was  cured  of  his  wound,  and  peace 
conchided  about  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

During  his  sojourn  in  the  French  camp, 
he  assumed  the  character  of  a  man  of  family, 
who,  being  disgusted  at  some  supercilious 
treatment  he  had  met  with  in  the  German 
service,  and  at  the  same  time  ambitious  of 
carrying  arms  under  the  banners  of  France, 
took  the  opportunity  of  retreating  by  stealth 
from  his  friends,  accompanied  only  by  one 
vvith  whom  he  could  entrust  his  intentions. 
In  this  capacity  he  had  managed  his  matters 
to  such  advantage,  that  many  French  ofllcers 
of  rank  were  very  well  disposed  to  contribute 
their  interest  in  his  behalf,  had  his  inclina- 
tion verged  towards  promotion  in  the  army ; 
but  he  thought  proper  to  conceal  his  real 
design,  under  the  specious  pretext  of  longing 
to  see  the  metropolis  of  France,  that  centre 
of  pleasure  and  politeness,  in  which  he  pro- 
posed to  spend  some  time  for  the  improve- 
ment of  his  address  and  understanding. 
These  were  motives  too  laudable  to  be  op- 
posed by  his  new  patrons,  some  of  whom 
furnished  him  with  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  certain  noblemen  of  the  first  rank  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  for  which  place  he 
and  his  companion  set  out  from  tiie  banks  of 
the  Rhine,  very  well  satisfied  with  the  hon- 
ourable dismission  they  had  obtained  from  a 
life  of  inconvenience,  danger,  and  alarm. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

He  prepares  a  stratagem,  but  finds  himself 
countermined ;  proceeds  on  his  journey, 
and  is  overtaken  by  a  terrible  tempest. 

In  the  course  of  this  journey,  Ferdinand,  who 
was  never  deficient  in  his  political  capacity, 
held  a  secret  conclave  with  his  own  thoughts, 
not  only  touching  the  plan  of  his  own  future 
conduct,  but  also  concerning  his  associate, 
of  whose  fidelity  and  adherence  he  began  to 
entertain  such  doubts  as  discouraged  him  from 
the  prosecution  of  that  design,  in  which  the 
Tyrolese  had  been  at  first  included:  for  he 
had  lately  observed  him  practise  the  arts  of 
his  occupation  among  the  French  officers, 
with  such  rapacity  and  want  of  caution,  as 
indicated  a  dangerous  temerity  of  temper,  as 
well  as  a  furious  rage  of  acquiring,  which 
might  be  some  time  or  other  satiated  upon 
his  own  friends.  In  other  words  our  adven- 
turer was  afraid  that  his  accomplice  would 
profit  by  his  knowledge  of  the  road  and  coun- 
tries tlirough  which  they  travelled,  and,  after 
having  made  free  with  his  most  valuable 
effects,  in  consequence  of  the  familiarity 
subsisting  between  them,  leave  him  some 
morning  without  the  ceremony  of  a  formal 
lidieu. 

Aroused  by  this  suspicion,  he  resolved  to 
anticipate  the  supposed  intention  of  the  Ty- 
rolese, bv  talcing  his   own  departure   in  the 


same  abrupt  manner;  and  this  scheme  he 
actually  put  in  execution,  upon  their  arrival 
in  Bar-le-duc,  where  it  was  agreed  they 
should  spend  a  day  to  repose  and  refresh 
themselves  from  the  fatigue  of  hard  riding. 
Ferdinand,  therefore,  taking  the  advantage 
of  his  companion's  absence,  for  theTyrole.se 
had  walked  abroad  to  view  the  town,  found 
means  to  hire  a  peasant,  who  undertook  to 
conduct  him  through  a  by-road  as  far  as 
Chalons  :  and  with  his  guide  he  accordingly 
set  out  on  horseback,  after  having  discharged 
the  bill,  left  a  blank  paper  sealed  up  in  form 
of  a  letter  directed  to  his  friend,  and  secured 
behind  his  own  saddle  a  pair  of  leathern  bags 
in  which  his  jewels  and  cash  were  usually 
contained.  So  eager  was  our  hero  to  leave 
the  Tyrolese  at  a  considerable  distance  be- 
hind, that  he  rode  all  night  at  a  round  pace 
without  halting,  and  next  morning  found  him- 
self at  a  village  distant  thirteen  good  leagues 
from  any  part  of  the  route  which  he  and  his 
companion  had  at  first  resolved  to  pursue. 

Here,  thinking  himself  safely  delivered 
from  the  cause  of  all  his  apprehension,  he 
determined  to  lie  incognito  for  a  few  days, 
so  as  that  he  might  run  no  risk  of  an  acci- 
dental meeting  u])on  the  road  with  the  person 
whose  company  he  had  forsaken  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly took  possession  of  an  apartment, 
in  which  he  went  to  rest,  desiring  his  guide 
to  wake  him  when  dinner  should  be  ready. 
Having  enjoyed  a  very  comfortable  refresh- 
ment of  sleep,  with  his  bags  under  his  pillow, 
he  was  summoned  according  to  his  direction, 
and  ate  a  very  hearty  meal,  with  great  tran- 
quillity and  internal  satisfaction.  In  the 
afternoon  he  amused  himself  with  happy  pre- 
sages and  ideal  prospects  of  his  future  fortune, 
and,  in  the  midst  of  these  imaginary  banquets, 
was  seized  with  an  inclination  of  realizing 
his  bliss,  and  regaling  his  eye-sight  with  tlie 
fruits  of  that  success  which  had  hitherto  at- 
tended his  endeavours.  Thus  inflamed,  he 
opened  the  repository,  and,  O  reader !  what 
were  his  reflections,  when,  in  lieu  of  made- 
moiselle Melvil's  ear-rings  and  necklace,  the 
German's  golden  chain,  divers  jewels  of  con- 
siderable value,  the  spoils  of  sundry  dupes, 
and  about  two  hundred  ducats  in  ready  money, 
he  found  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  parce 
of  rusty  nails,  disposed  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  resemble  in  weight  and  bulk  the  movables 
he  had  lost. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  our  adventurer 
made  this  discovery  without  emotion.  If  the 
eternal  salvation  of  mankind  could  have  been 
purchased  for  the  tenth  part  of  his  treasure, 
he  would  have  left  the  whole  species  in  a 
state  of  reprobation,  rather  than  redeem  them 
at  that  price,  unless  he  had  seen  in  the  bar- 
gain  some  evident  advantage  to  his  own  con- 
cerns :  one  may  therefore  easily  conceive 
with  what  milkiness  of  resignation  he  bore 
the  loss  of  the  whole,  and  saw  himself  re- 
duced from  such  affluence  to  the  necess'tf 
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of  depending  upon  about  twenty  ducats,  and 
Eome  loose  silver,  which  he  carried  in  his 
Docket,  for  his  expense  upon  the  road.  How- 
ever bitter  this  pil.  inifjlii  be  in  swallowiiif)^, 
he  PO  far  mastered  his  mortification,  as  to 
digest  it  with  a  good  grace  ;  Ids  own  pene- 
tration at  once  pointed  out  the  canal  througii 
wliich  this  misfortune  had  flowed  upon  him  ; 
he  forthwith  placed  the  calamity  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Tyrolese,  and  never  doubting 
that  he  had  retired  with  the  booty  across  the 
[thine,  into  some  place  to  which  he  knew 
Fathom  would  not  follow  his  footsteps,  he 
formed  the  melancholy  resolution  of  pursuing 
ivith  all  dispatch  his  journey  to  Paris,  that  he 
might,  with  all  convenient  expedition,  in- 
demnify himself  for  the  discomfiture  he  had 
fustained. 

With  regard  to  his  confederate,  his  con- 
ecturc  was  perfectly  right ;  that  adventurer, 
though  infinitely  interior  to  our  hero  in  point 
of  genius  and  invention,  had  manifestly  the 
advantage  of  him  in  the  articles  of  age  and 
experience  ;  he  was  no  stranger  to  Fathom's 
qualifications,  the  happy  exertion  of  which 
lie  had  oflen  seen.  He  knew  him  to  be  an 
economist  of  the  most  frugal  order,  conse- 
quently concluded  his  finances  were  worthy 
of  examination  ;  and,  upon  the  true  principles 
of  a  sharper,  eased  him  of  the  incumbrance, 
taking  it  for  granted,  that,  in  so  doing,  he 
only  precluded  Ferdinand  from  the  power  of 
acting  the  same  tragedy  upon  hiin,  should 
sver  opportunity  concur  with  his  inclination. 
He  had  therefore  concerted  his  measures 
with  the  dexterity  of  an  experienced  con- 
veyancer, and,  snatching  the  occasion,  while 
our  hero,  traveltainted,  lay  sunk  in  the  arms 
of  profound  repose,  he  rij)pcd  up  the  seams 
of  the  leather  depository,  withdrew  the  con- 
tents, introduced  the  parcel  of  nails,  which 
he  had  made  up  for  the  purpose,  and  then 
repaired  the  breach  with  great  deliberation. 

Had  Fathom's  good  genius  prompted  him 
to  examine  his  etTccts  next  morning,  the 
Tyrolese,  in  all  probability,  would  have  main- 
tained his  acquisition  by  force  of  arms  ;  for 
nis  personal  courage  was  rather  more  deter- 
mined than  that  of  our  adventurer,  and  he 
was  conscious  of  his  own  ascendency  in  this 
particular ;  but  his  good  fortune  prevented 
such  explanation.  Immediately  after  dinner, 
he  availed  himself  of  his  knowledge,  and, 
betaking  himself  to  a  remote  part  of  the  town, 
set  out  in  a  post-chaise  for  Luneville,  while 
our  hero  was  meditating  his  own  escape. 

Fathom's  conception  was  sufficient  to  com- 
prehend the  whole  of  this  adventure,  as  soon 
as  his  chagrin  would  give  his  sagacity  fair 
play  ;  nor  would  ho  allow  his  resolution  to 
Kink  under  the  trial ;  on  the  contrary,  he  de- 
parted from  the  village  that  same  aflernoon, 
under  the  auspices  of  his  conductor,  and 
found  himself  benighted  in  the  midst  of  a 
forest,  far  from  the  habitations  of  men.  The 
darkjR68  of  the  night,  the  silence  and  soli- 


tude of  the  place,  the  indistinct  images  of  the 
trees  that  ap[)eare(l  on  every  side,  "  stretching 
their  extravagant  arms  athwart  t'le  gloom," 
conspired  witli  the  dejection  of  spirits  ecca- 
sioned  by  his  loss,  to  disturb  his  fancy,  and 
raise  strange  i>haiitoins  in  his  imagination. 
Although  he  was  net  naturally  superstitious, 
his  mind  began  to  be  invaded  with  an  awfui 
horror,  that  gradually  prevailed  over  all  the 
consolations  of  reason  and  philosophy  ;  nor 
was  his  heart  free  t'rom  the  terrors  of  assassi- 
nation. In  order  to  dissipate  these  disagree- 
able reveries  he  had  recourse  to  the  conver- 
sation of  his  guide,  by  whom  he  was  enter, 
taiiied  with  the  history  of  divers  travellers 
who  had  been  robbed  and  murdered  by  ruffians, 
whose  retreat  was  in  the  recesses  of  that 
very  wood. 

In  the  midst  of  this  communication,  which 
did  not  at  all  tend  to  the  elevation  of  our 
hero's  spirits,  the  conductor  made  an  excuse 
for  dropping  behind,  while  our  traveller  jogged 
on  in  expectation  of  being  joined  again  by 
him  in  a  i'cw  minutes:  he  was,  however,  dis- 
appointed in  that  hope;  the  sound  of  the 
other  horse's  feet  by  degrees  grew  more  and 
more  faint,  and  at  last  altogether  died  away. 
Alarmed  at  this  circumstance,  P'athom  halted 
in  the  middle  of  the  road,  and  listened  witli 
the  most  fearful  attention;  but  his  sense  o{ 
hearing  was  saluted  with  nought  but  the  dis- 
mal sighings  of  the  trees,  that  seemed  to 
foretel  an  approaching  storm.  Accordingly, 
the  heavens  contracted  a  more  dreary  aspect, 
the  lightning  began  to  gleam,  the  thunder  to 
roll,  and  the  tempest,  raising  its  voice  to  a 
tremendous  roar,  descended  in  a  torrent  oi' 
rain. 

In  this  emergency,  the  fortitude  of  out 
hero  was  almost  quite  overcome.  So  many 
concurring  circumstances  of  danger  and  dis 
tress  might  have  appalled  the  most  undaunted 
breast;  what  impression,  tlion,  must  they 
have  made  upon  the  mind  of  Ferdinand,  who 
was  by  no  means  a  man  to  sot  fear  at  defiance! 
indeed,  he  had  well  nigh  lost  the  use  of  his 
reflection,  and  was  actually  invaded  to  the 
skin,  before  he  could  recollect  himself  so  far 
as  to  quit  the  road,  and  seek  for  shelter  among 
the  thickets  that  surrounded  him.  Having 
rode  some  furlongs  into  the  forest,  he  took 
his  station  under  a  tuft  of  tall  trees,  that 
screened  him  from  the  storm,  and  in  that 
situation  called  a  council  within  himself,  to 
deliberate  upon  his  next  excursion.  He 
persuaded  himself  that  his  guide  had  deserted 
him  for  the  present,  in  order  to  give  intelli- 
gence o^"a  traveller  to  some  gang  of  robbers 
wiln  whom  he  was  connected;  and  that  he 
must  of  necessity  fall  a  prey  to  those  ban- 
ditti, unless  he  should  have  the  good  fortune 
to  elude  their  search,  and  disentangle  him- 
self  from  the  mazes  of  the  wood. 

Harrowed  with  these  apprehcnHions,  ho 
resolved  to  commit  himself  to  the  mercy  (jf 
the  hurricane,  as  of  two  evils  tbe  least,  and 
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penetrate  Btraiglit  forwards  tliroucrli  some 
devious  openiriif,  until  he  should  be  delivered 
from  the  Ibn^st.  For  tliis  purpose  he  turned 
liis  horse's  head  in  a  line  quite  contrary  to 
the  direction  of  the  high  road  which  he  iiad 
left,  on  the  supposition  tliat  tiie  robbers 
would  pursue  tiiat  track  in  quest  of  him,  and 
that  they  would  never  dream  of  his  deserting 
I  lie  highway,  to  traverse  an  unknown  forest, 
amidst  the  darkness  of  sucii  a  boisterous 
night.  After  he  had  continued  in  this  pro- 
gress through  a  succession  of  groves,  and 
bogs,  and  tiiorns,  and  brakes,  by  which  not 
only  his  clothes,  but  also  his  skin  suffered  in 
a  grievous  manner,  while  every  nerve  quiver- 
ed with  eagerness  and  dismay,  he  at  lengtli 
reached  an  open  plain,  and  pursuing  his 
course,  in  full  hope  of  arriving  at  sonje  village, 
where  his  life  would  be  safe,  he  descried  a 
rush-light  at  a  distance,  which  lie  looked 
upon  as  the  star  of  his  good  fortune,  and 
riding  towards  it  at  full  speed,  arrived  at  the 
door  of  a  lone  cottage,  into  which  he  was 
admitted  by  an  old  woman,  who,  understand- 
ing he  was  a  bewildered  traveller,  received 
him  v/ith  great  hospitality. 

When  he  learned  from  his  hostess,  that 
there  was  not  another  house  within  three 
leagues  ;  that  she  could  accommodate  him 
witn  a  tolerable  bed,  and  his  horse  with 
lodging  and  oats,  he  thanked  Heaven  for  his 
good  fortune,  in  stumbling  upon  tliis  homely 
habitation,  and  determined  to  pass  the  night 
under  the  protection  of  the  old  cottager,  who 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  her  husband, 
who  was  a  fagot-maker,  had  gone  to  the 
next  town  to  dispose  of  his  merchandise  ; 
and  that  in  all  probability  he  would  not  return 
till  next  morning,  on  account  of  the  tempest- 
uous night.  Ferdinand  sounded  the  beldame 
with  a  thousand  artful  interrogations,  and 
she  answered  with  such  appearance  of  truth 
and  simplicity,  that  he  concluded  his  person 
was  quite  secure ;  and,  after  having  been 
regaled  with  a  dish  of  eggs  and  bacon,  de- 
sired she  would  conduct  him  into  the  chamber 
where  she  proposed  he  should  take  his  repose. 
lie  was  accordingly  ushered  up  by  a  sort  of 
ladder  into  an  apartment  furnished  with  a 
standing  bed,  and  almost  half  filled  with 
trusses  of  straw.  He  seemed  extremely  well 
pleased  with  his  lodging,  which  in  reality 
exceeded  his  expectation;  and  his  kind  land- 
lady, cautioning  him  against  letting  the  candle 
approach  the  combustible?,  took  her  leave, 
Rud  locked  the  door  on  the  outside. 


CHAPTER  XXL 

W?  falls   upon    ficylla,   seeking   to   avoid 
Charybdis. 

t'xTiioM,  whose  own  principles  taught  him 
l3  be  suspicious  and  ever  upon  his  guard 
natainst  the  treachery  of  his  fellow-creatures. 


could  have  dispensed  with  this  instance  of  her 
care,  in  confining  her  guest  to  his  chamber 
and  began  to  be  seized  with  strange  fancies 
when  he  observed  that  there  was  no  bolt  on 
the  inside  of  th.e  door,  by  which  he  might 
secure  himself  from  intrusion.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  suggestions,  he  proposed  to 
take  an  accurate  survey  of  every  object  ir 
the  apartment,  and,  in  the  course  of  hia 
inquiry,  had  the  mortification  to  find  the 
dead  body  of  a  man,  still  warm,  who  had 
been  lately  stabbed,  and  concealed  beneath 
several  bundles  of  straw. 

Such  a  discovery  could  not  fail  to  fill  the 
breast  of  our  hero  with  unspeakable  horror ; 
for  he  concluded  that  he  himself  would  under- 
go the  same  fate  before  morning,  without  the 
interposition  of  a  miracle  in  iiis  favour.  L) 
the  first  transports  of  his  dread,  he  ran  to  the 
window,  with  a  view  to  escape  by  that  outlet, 
and  found  his  flight  ctfectually  obstructed  by 
divers  strong  bars  of  iron.  Then  his  heart 
began  to  palpitate,  his  hair  to  bristle  up,  and 
his  knees  to  totter  ;  his  thoughts  teemed  with 
presages  of  death  and  destruction  ;  his  con- 
science rose  up  in  judgment  against  him, 
and  he  underwent  a  severe  paroxysm  of 
dismay  and  distraction.  His  spirits  were 
agitated  into  a  state  of  fermentation  that 
produced  a  species  of  resolution  akin  to  that 
which  is  inspired  by  brandy  or  other  strong 
liquors,  and,  by  an  impulse  that  seemed 
supernatural,  he  was  immediately  hurried 
into  measures  for  his  own  preservation. 

What  upon  a  less  interesting  occasion  his 
imagination  durst  not  propose,  he  now  exe- 
cuted without  scruple  or  remorse.  He  un- 
dressed the  corpse  that  lay  bleeding  among 
the  straw,  and,  conveying  it  to  the  bed  in 
his  arms,  deposited  it  in  the  attitude  of  a 
person  who  sleeps  at  his  ease  ;  then  he  ex- 
tinguished the  light,  took  possession  of  the 
place  from  whence  the  body  had  been  re- 
moved, and,  holding  a  pistol  ready  cocked  in 
each  hand,  waited  for  tiie  seijuel  with  that 
determined  purpose  wliich  is  often  the  imme- 
diate production  of  despair.  About  midnight 
he  heard  the  sound  of  feet  ascending  the 
ladder;  the  door  was  softly  opened;  he  saw 
tiie  shadow  of  two  men  stalking  towards  the 
bed ;  a  dark  lanlhorn  being  unshrouded, 
directed  their  aim  to  the  supposed  sleeper, 
and  he  that  hold  it  thrust  a  poniard  to  his 
heart  ;  the  force  of  the  blow  made  a  com- 
pression on  the  chest,  and  a  sort  of  groan 
issued  from  the  windpipe  of  the  defunct;  the 
stroke  was  repeated,  without  producing  a 
repetition  of  the  note,  so  that  the  assassins 
concluded  the  work  was  elTectually  done,  and 
retired  for  the  present,  with  a  design  to 
return  and  rifle  the  deceased  at  their  leisure. 
Never  had  our  hero  spent  a  moment  in 
such  agony  as  he  felt  during  this  operation ; 
the  whole  surface  of  his  body  was  covered 
with  a  cold  sweat,  and  his  nerves  were 
relaxed  with  an  universal  palsy:  in  short,  hg 
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remained  in  a  trance,  that  in  uU  probability 
contributed  to  his  safety  ;  for  had  ho  ri-lained 
the  use  of  liis  t;ensos,  he  uiifrht  liave  been 
discovered  by  tlie  transports  of  his  fear.  The 
first  use  lie  made  of  Ids  retrieved  recollection, 
was  to  perceive  tiiat  the  assjissins  had  left 
the  door  open  in  their  retreat ;  and  he  would 
have  instantly  availed  himself  of  this  their 
neglect,  by  sallying  out  upon  them,  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life,  had  not  he  been  restrained 
by  a  conversation  he  overheard  in  the  room 
below,  importing'  thattlie  rutllans  were  going 
to  set  out  upon  another  expedition,  in  hopes 
of  finding  more  prey.  They  accordingly 
departed,  after  having  laid  strong  injunctions 
upon  the  old  woman  to  keep  tlie  door  fast 
locked  during  their  absence  :  and  Ferdinand 
took  his  resolution  without  farther  delay.  So 
soon  as,  by  his  conjecture,  the  robbers  were 
at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  liouse,  ho 
rose  from  his  lurking-place,  moved  softly 
towards  the  bed,  and,  rummaging  the  pockets 
of  the  deceased,  found  a  purse  well  stored 
with  ducats,  of  which,  together  with  a  silver 
watch  and  a  diamond  ring,  he  immediately 
possessed  himself  without  scruple;  then  de- 
scending with  great  care  and  circumspection 
into  the  lower  apartment,  stood  before  the 
old  beldame,  before  she  had  the  least  intima- 
tion of  his  approach. 

Accustomed  as  she  was  to  the  trade  of 
blood,  tiie  hoary  hag  did  not  behold  this 
apparition  without  giving  signs  of  infinite 
terror  and  astonishment,  believing  it  was  no 
other  than  the  spirit  of  her  second  guest,  who 
had  been  murdered  ;  she  fell  upon  her  knees, 
and  began  to  recommend  herself  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  saints,  crossing  herself  with  as 
much  devotion  as  if  she  had  been  entitled  to 
the  particular  care  and  attention  of  Heaven. 
Nor  did  her  anxiety  abate  when  she  was 
undeceived  in  this  her  supposition,  and  under- 
stood it  was  no  phantom,  but  the  real  sub- 
stance of  the  stranger,  who,  without  staying 
to  upbraid  her  with  the  enormity  of  her 
crimes,  commanded  her,  on  pain  of  immediate 
death,  to  produce  his  horse  ;  to  which  being 
conducted,  ho  set  her  upon  the  saddle  with- 
out delay,  and,  mounting  behind,  invested 
her  with  the  management  of  the  reins,  swear- 
ing, in  a  most  peremjitory  tone,  that  the 
only  chance  she  had  for  her  life,  was  in 
directing  him  safely  to  the  next  town  ;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  she  should  give  him  the  least 
cause  to  doubt  her  fidelity  in  the  performance 
of  that  task,  he  would  on  the  instant  act  the 
part  of  her  executioner. 

This  declaration  had  its  effect  upon  the 
withered  Hecate,  who,  with  many  supplica- 
tions for  mercy  and  forgiveness,  promised  to 
piiido  him  in  safety  to  a  certain  village  at  the 
distance  of  two  leagues,  where  he  might 
lodge  in  security,  and  be  provided  with  a 
fresh  horse,  or  other  convenience,  for  pur- 
■uir.g  his  intended  route.  On  these  condi- 
tions he  told  her  she  might  deserve  his 
SB 


clemency ;  and  they  accordingly  took  their 
departure  together,  she  being  j)laced  astride 
upon  the  saddle,  liolding  the  bridle  in  one 
hand,  and  a  svvitcii  in  the  other,  and  our 
adventurer  sitting  on  the  cru|)per,  super- 
intending  her  conduct,  and  keeping  the 
muzzle  of  a  pistol  close  at  her  ear.  In  this 
equipage  they  travelled  across  part  of  the 
same  wood  in  which  his  guide  had  forsaken 
him  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  he 
passed  his  time  in  the  most  agreeable  revcry, 
while  he  found  himself  involved  in  the  laby- 
rinth of  those  shades,  which  he  considered 
as  the  haunts  of  robbery  and  assassination. 

Common  fear  was  a  comfortable  sensation 
to  what  he  felt  in  this  excursion.  The  first 
steps  he  had  taken  for  his  preservation  were 
the  effects  of  mere  instinct,  while  his  faculties 
were  extinguished  or  suppressed  by  despair; 
but  now,  as  his  reflection  began  to  recur,  he 
was  haunted  by  the  most  intolerable  appre- 
hensions. Every  whisper  of  the  wind  through 
the  thickets  was  swelled  into  the  hoarse 
menaces  of  murder,  the  shaking  of  the  boughs 
was  construed  into  the  brandishing  of  pon- 
iards, and  every  shadow  of  a  tree  became  the 
apj)arition  of  a  ruffian  eager  for  blood.  In 
short,  at  each  of  these  occurrences  he  felt 
what  was  infinitely  more  tormenting  than  the 
stab  of  a  real  dagger  ;  and  at  every  fresh  filip 
of  his  fear,  he  acted  as  a  remembrancer  to  his 
conductress,  in  a  new  volley  of  imprecations, 
importing,  that  her  life  was  absolutely  con- 
nected with  his  opinion  of  his  own  safety. 

Human  nature  could  not  long  subsist  under 
such  complicated  terror :  at  last  he  found 
himself  clear  of  the  forest,  and  was  blessed 
with  the  distant  view  of  an  inhabited  place : 
he  then  began  to  exercise  his  thoughts  upon 
a  new  subject.  He  debated  with  himself 
whether  he  should  make  a  parade  of  his 
intrepidity  and  public  spirit,  by  disclosing 
his  achievement,  and  surrendering  his  guide 
to  the  i)onalty  of  the  law,  or  leave  the  old 
hag  and  her  accomplices  to  the  remorse  of 
their  own  consciences,  and  proceed  auietly 
on  his  journey  to  Paris,  in  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  the  prize  he  had  already  obtained. 
This  last  step  he  determined  to  take,  upon 
recollecting,  that,  in  the  course  of  his  infor- 
mation, the  story  of  the  murdered  stranger 
would  infallibly  attract  the  attention  of 
justice,  and,  in  that  case,  the  effects  he  had 
borrowed  from  the  defunct  must  be  refunded 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  had  a  right  to 
the  succession.  This  was  an  argument  which 
our  adventurer  could  not  resist;  he  foresaw 
that  ho  should  be  stripped  of  his  acquisition, 
which  he  looked  upon  as  the  fair  fruits  oi 
his  valour  and  sagacity ;  and,  moreover,  be 
detained  as  an  evidence  against  the  robbers, 
to  the  manifest  detriment  of  his  affairs:  per 
haps  too  he  had  motives  of  conscience,  that 
dissuaded  him  from  bearing  witness  against 
a  set  of  people  whose  principles  did  not 
much  differ  from  his  own 
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Influenced  by  such  considerations,  heyield- 
ed  to  the  first  importunity  of  the  beldame, 
whom  he  dismissed  at  a  very  small  distance 
from  the  village,  after  he  had  earnestly  ex- 
riortcd  her  to  quit  such  an  atrocious  course 
of  life,  and  atone  for  her  past  crimes,  bv 
.■acrificing  her  associates  to  the  demands  of 
justice.  She  did  not  fail  to  vow  a  perfect 
reformation,  and  to  prostrate  herself  before 
him  for  the  favour  she  had  found;  then  she 
betook  herself  to  her  habitation,  with  full 
purpose  of  advising  her  fellow-murderers  to 
repair  with  all  dispatch  to  the  village,  and 
impeach  our  hero,  who,  wisely  distrusting 
her  professions,  staid  no  longer  in  the  place 
than  to  hire  a  guide  for  the  next  stage,  which 
brought  him  to  the  city  of  Chalons  sur  Marne. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

He  arrives  at  Paria,  and  is  pleased  with 
his  reception. 

He  was  not.  so  smitten  with  the  delightful 
situation  of  this  ancient  town,  but  that  he 
abandoned  it  as  soon  as  he  could  procure  a 
post-chaise,  in  which  he  arrived  at  Paris, 
without  having  been  exposed  to  any  other 
troublesome  adventure  upon  the  road.  He 
look  lodgings  at  a  certain  hotel  in  the  faux- 
bourg  de  St  Germain,  which  is  the  general 
rendezvous  of  all  the  strangers  that  resort  to 
tnis  capital,  and  now  sincerely  congratulated 
himself  upon  his  happy  escape  from  his  Hun- 
garian connexions,  and  from  the  snares  of 
the  banditti,  as  well  as  upon  the  spoils  of  the 
dead  body,  and  his  arrival  at  Paris,  from 
whence  there  was  such  a  short  conveyance 
to  England,  whither  he  was  attracted  by  far 
other  motives  than  that  of  filial  veneration 
for  his  native  soil. 

He  suppressed  all  his  letters  of  recommen- 
dation, which  he  justly  concluded  would  sub- 
ject him  to  a  tedious  course  of  attendance 
upon  the  great,  and  lay  him  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  soliciting  preferment  in  the  army, 
than  which  nothing  was  farther  from  his 
inclination  ;  and  resolved  to  make  his  appear- 
ance in  the  character  of  a  private  gentleman, 
which  would  supply  him  with  opportunities 
of  examining  the  different  scenes  of  life  in 
euch  a  gay  metropolis,  so  as  that  he  should 
be  able  to  choose  that  sphere  in  which  he 
could  move  the  most  effectually  to  his  own 
advantage.  He  accordingly  hired  an  occa- 
sional domestic,  and,  under  the  denomination 
of  Count  Fathom,  which  he  had  retained 
since  his  elopement  from  Renaldo,  repaired 
to  dinner  at  an  ordinary,  to  which  he  was 
directed  as  a  reputable  place,  frequented  by 
fashionable  strangers  of  all  nations. 

He  found  this  piece  of  information  perfectly 
just;  for  he  no  sooner  entered  the  apartment, 
than  his  ears  were  saluted  with  a  strange 
ronfusion  of  sounds,  among  which  he  at  once 


distinguished  the  High  and  Low  Dutch,  bar« 
barous  French,  Italian,  and  English  languages 
He  was  rejoiced  at  this  occasion  of  display, 
ing  his  own  qualifications,  took  his  place  at 
one  of  three  long  tables,  betwixt  a  West- 
phalian  count  and  a  Bolognian  rnarquis,  in- 
sinuated himself  into  the  conversation  with 
his  usual  address,  and  in  less  than  half  &u 
hour  found  means  to  accost  a  native  of  each 
different  country  in  his  own  mother  tongue. 

Such  extensive  knowledge  did  not  pass 
unobserved.  A  French  abbe,  in  a  provincial 
dialect,  complimented  him  upon  his  retaining 
that  purity  in  pronunciation  which  is  not  to 
be  found  in  the  speech  of  a  Parisian.  The 
Bolognian,  mistaking  him  for  a  Tuscan, — 
"  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  presume  you  are  from 
Florence :  I  hope  the  illustrious  house  of 
Lorraine  leaves  you  gentlemen  of  that  famous 
city  no  room  to  regret  the  loss  of  your  own 
princes."  The  castle  of  Versailles  becoming 
the  subject  of  conversation,  monsieur  Ic 
compto  appealed  to  him,  as  to  a  native  Ger- 
man, whether  it  was  not  inferior  in  point  of 
magnificence  to  the  chateau  of  Grubenhagen 
The  Dutch  officer,  addressing  himself  to 
Fathom,  drank  to  the  prosperity  of  Faderland, 
and  asked  if  he  had  not  once  served  in  garri- 
son at  Shenkenschans ;  and  an  English  knight 
swore,  with  great  assurance,  that  he  had 
frequently  rambled  with  him  at  midnight 
among  the  hundreds  of  Drury. 

To  each  person  he  replied  in  a  polite, 
though  mysterious  manner,  which  did  not 
fail  to  enhance  their  opinion  of  his  good 
breeding  and  importance;  and,  long  before 
the  dessert  appeared,  he  was  by  all  the  com- 
pany supposed  to  be  a  personage  of  great 
consequence,  who,  for  some  substantial  rea- 
sons, found  it  convenient  to  keep  himself 
incognito.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted  that  particular  civilities  were 
poured  upon  him  from  all  quarters.  He  per- 
ceived their  sentiments,  and  encouraged 
them,  by  behaving  with  that  sort  of  complai- 
sance which  seems  to  be  the  result  of  engag- 
ing condescension  in  a  character  of  superior 
dignity  and  station.  His  affability  was  gen- 
eral ;  but  his  chief  attention  limited  to  those 
gentlemen  already  mentioned,  who  chanced 
to  sit  nearest  him  at  table;  and  he  no  sooner 
gave  them  to  understand  that  he  was  an  utter 
stranger  in  Paris,  than  thoy  unanimously 
begged  to  have  the  honour  of  making  him 
acquainted  with  the  different  curiosities  pe- 
culiar to  that  metropolis. 

He  accepted  of  their  hospitality,  accom- 
panied them  to  a  coffeehouse  in  the  affernoon, 
from  whence  they  repaired  to  the  opera,  and 
afterwards  adjourned  to  a  noted  hotel,  in 
order  to  spend  the  remaining  part  of  the 
evening.  It  was  here  that  our  hero  secured 
himself  effectually  ir  the  looting  he  had  gained 
in  their  good  gracs:  he  in  a  moment  saw 
through  all  the  cl  Aracters  of  the  party,  and 
adapted  himself  to  the  humoL-r  ct  each  indi. 
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yidiial,  witliout  descend iii']f  from  tiiat  eleva- 
tion of  behaviour  which  lie  perceived  would 
operate  among  them  in  his  behalf.  With 
the  Italian  lie  discoursed  on  music,  in  the 
style  of  a  connoisseur;  and  indeed  had  a  bet- 
ter claim  to  that  title  than  the  generality  of 
tiiose  U|)on  whom  it  is  usually  conferred  ;  for 
'le  understood  the  art  in  theory  as  well  as  in 
practice,  and  would  have  made  no  contempti- 
ble figure  among  the  best  performers  of  the 
age. 

He  harangued  upon  taste  and  genius  to 
the  abbe,  who  was  a  wit  and  critic  ex  officio, 
or  rather  ex  vestitu :  for  a  young  pert  French- 
man, the  very  moment  he  puts  on  the  petit 
collet  or  little  band,  looks  upon  himself  as 
an  inspired  son  of  Apollo;  and  every  one  of 
the  fraternity  thinks  it  incumbent  upon  hmi 
to  assert  the  divinity  of  his  mission.  In  a 
word,  the  abbes  are  a  set  of  people  that  bear 
a  strong  analogy  to  the  templars  in  J^ondon. 
Fools  of  each  fiibric,  sharpers  of  all  sorts, 
and  dunces  of  every  degree,  profess  them- 
selves of  both  orders.  The  templar  is,  gen- 
erally speaking,  a  prig,  so  is  the  abbe :  both 
are  distinguished  by  an  air  of  petulance  and 
self-conceit,  which  holds  a  middle  rank  be- 
twi.vt  the  msolence  of  a  first-rate  buck,  and 
the  (earned  pride  of  a  supercilious  pedant. 
The  abbe  is  supposed  to  be  a  younger  bro- 
ther inquest  of  preferment  in  the  church; 
the  temple  is  considered  as  a  receptacle  or 
seminary  for  younger  sons  intended  for  the 
bar:  but  a  great  number  of  each  profession 
turn  aside  into  other  paths  of  life,  long  be- 
fore they  reach  these  proposed  goals:  an 
abbe  is  often  metamorphosed  into  a  foot  sol- 
dier; a  templar  sometimes  sinks  into  an  at- 
torney's clerk  :  the  galleys  of  France  abound 
with  abbes ;  and  many  templars  may  be  found 
in  our  American  plantations,  not  to  mention 
those  who  have  made  a  public  e.xit  nearer 
home.  Yet  I  would  not  have  it  thought  that 
my  description  includes  every  individual  of 
those  societies.  Some  of  the  greatest  scho- 
lars, politicians,  and  wits,  that  ever  Europe 
produced,  have  worn  the  habit  of  an  abbe ; 
and  many  of  our  most  noble  lamilies  in  Eng- 
land derive  their  honours  from  those  who 
have  studied  law  in  the  temple  :  the  worthy 
eons  of  every  community  shall  always  be 
sacred  from  my  censure  and  ridicule;  and 
while  I  laugh  at  the  folly  of  j)articular  mem- 
bers, I  can  still  honour  and  revere  the  insti- 
tution. 

But  let  us  return  from  this  comparison, 
which  some  readers  may  think  impertinent 
and  unseasonable :  and  observe  that  the 
VVestphalian  count,  Dutch  officer,  and  Eng- 
lish knight  were  not  excepted  from  the  par- 
ficular  regard  and  attention  of  our  adventurer: 
he  pledged  the  German  in  every  bmnpcr; 
flattered  the  Hollander  with  compliments 
upon  the  ir.dustry,  wealth,  and  policy  of  the 
Seven  United  Provinces;  but  he  reserved  his 
chief  battery  for  bU  own  countryman,  on  the 
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supposition  that  he  was,  in  all  respects,  thd 
best  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  a  ncedv 
gamester:  him,  therel'oro,  he  cultivated  with 
extraordinary  care  and  singular  observance ; 
for  he  soon  perceived  him  to  be  a  humourist 
and,  trom  that  circumstance,  derived  a  lia])py 
presage  of  his  own  success.  The  baronet's 
disposition  seemed  to  be  cast  in  the  true 
English  moidd.  He  was  sour,  silent,  and 
contemptuous ;  his  very  looks  indicated  a 
consciousness  of  superior  wealth,  and  ho 
never  opened  his  mouth,  except  to  make  some 
dry,  sarcastic,  national  reflection ;  nor  was 
his  behaviour  free  from  that  air  of  suspicion 
wliicli  a  man  puts  on,  when  he  believes  him- 
self in  a  crowd  of  pick-pockets,  whom  his 
caution  and  vigilance  set  at  defiance:  in  a 
word,  though  liis  tongue  was  silent  on  the 
subject,  his  whole  demeanour  was  continually 
saying, — "  you  arc  all  a  pack  of  poor  lousy 
rascals,  who  have  a  design  upon  my  purse : 
'tis  true,  I  could  buy  your  whole  generation, 
but  I  wont  be  bubbled,  d'ye  see ;  I  am  aware 
of  your  flattery,  and  upon  my  guard  against 
all  your  knavish  pranks;  and  1  come  into 
your  company  tor  my  own  amusement  only." 
Fathom  having  reconnoitred  this  pecu- 
liarity of  temper,  instead  of  treating  him  with 
that  assiduous  complaisance,  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  party, 
kept  aloof  from  him  in  the  conversation  with 
a  remarkable  shyness  of  distant  civility,  and 
seldom  took  notice  of  what  he  said,  except 
with  a  view  to  contradict  him,  or  retort  some 
of  his  satirical  observations.  This  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  best  method  of  acquiring  his 
good  opinion  ;  because  the  Englishman  would 
naturally  conclude  he  was  a  person  who  could 
have  no  sinister  views  upon  his  fortune,  else 
he  would  have  chosen  quite  a  dificrent  man- 
ner of  deportment.  Accordingly  the  knight 
seemed  to  bite  at  the  hook :  he  listened  to 
Ferdinand  with  uncommon  regard;  he  was 
even  heard  to  commend  his  remarks;  and  •»{ 
length  drank  to  their  better  acquaintance. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Acquits  himself  tcith  address  in  a  nocturnal 
riot. 

The  Italian  and  the  abbe  w^cro  the  first  who 
began  to  grow  whimsical  under  the  influence 
of  the  burgundy;  and,  in  the  heat  of  thtir 
elevation,  proposed  that  the  company  should 
amuse  themselves  during  the  remaining  part 
of  the  night,  at  the  house  of  an  obliging  dame, 
who  maintained  a  troop  of  fair  nymphs  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  other  sex.  The 
proposal  was  approved  by  all,  except  the 
Hollander,  whose  economy  the  wine  had  not 
as  vet  invaded ;  and,  while  he  retreated  so- 
berly to  his  'wn  lodgings,  the  rest  of  the 
society  adjourned  in  two  coaches  to  the  tern 
pie  of  love,  where  they  were  received  bv  the 
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venerable  priestess,  a  personage  turned  of 
seventy,  who  seemed  to  exercise  the  func- 
tions of  her  calling,  in  despite  of  the  most 
cruel  ravages  of  time :  for  age  had  bent  her 
into  the  form  of  a  Turkish  bow :  her  head 
was  agitated  by  the  palsy,  like  the  leaf  of 
the  poplar  tree  ;  iier  hair  "fell  down  in  scanty 
parcels,  as  white  as  the  driven  snow  ;  her 
face  was  not  simply  wrinkled,  but  ploughed 
into  innumorablo  furrows:  her  jaws  could 
not  beast  of  one  remaining  tooth;  one  eye 
distilled  a  large  quantity  of  rheum,  by  virtue 
of  the  fiery  edge  tliat  surrounded  it;  the  other 
was  altogether  extinguished,  and  she  had 
lost  her  nose  in  the  course  of  her  ministra- 
tion. The  Delphic  sibyl  was  but  a  type  of 
this  hoary  matron,  who  by  her  figure  might 
have  been  mistaken  for  tJie  consort  of  Chaos, 
or  mother  of  Time.  Yet  there  was  some- 
thing meretricious  in  her  appearance,  as  it 
denoted  her  an  indefatigable  minister  to  the 
pleasure  of  mankind  ;  and  as  it  formed  an 
agreeable  contrast  with  the  beauty  and  youth 
of  the  fair  damsels  that  wantoned  in  her 
train.  It  resembled  those  discords  in  music, 
which,  properly  disposed,  contribute  to  the 
harmony  of  the  whole  piece  ;  or  those  hor- 
rible giants  who,  in  the  world  of  romance, 
used  to  guard  the  gates  of  the  castle  in  which 
the  enchanted  damsel  was  confined. 

Tills  Urganda  seemed  to  be  aware  of  her 
,:>wn  importance,  and  perfectly  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  human  appetite ;  for  she  com- 
pelled the  whole  company  to  undergo  her 
.  embrace  ;  then  a  lackey  in  magnificent  liv- 
ery ushered  them  into  a  superb  apartment, 
where  they  waited  some  minutes,  without 
being  favoured  with  the  appearance  of  the 
ladies,  to  the  manifest  dissatisfaction  of  the 
abbe,  who,  sending  for  the  gouvernante,  re- 
primanded her  severely  for  her  want  of  poli- 
tesse.  The  old  lady,  who  was  by  no  means 
a  pattern  of  patience  and  submission,  retort- 
ed his  reproaches  with  great  emphasis  and 
vivacity  :  her  eloquence  flowed  altogether  in 
the  Covent-Garden  strain;  and  I  question 
whether  the  celebrated  Motlicr  Douglas  her- 
self could  have  made  such  a  figure  jn  an  ex- 
temporaneous altercation. 

After  having  bestowed  upon  the  abbe  the 
epithets  of  saucy  insignificant  pimp,  she  put 
him  in  mind  of  the  good  offices  wliicli  he  had  i 
received  at  her  hands;  how  she  had  supplied  | 
him  witli  bed,  board,  and  bed-fellow,  in  his 
greatest  necessity ;  sent  him  abroad  with 
money  in  his  pockets,  and,  in  a  word,  cherish- 
ed him  in  her  bosom,  when  his  own  mother 
had  abandoned  him  to  distress :  she  then  re- 
viled  him  for  presuming  to  affront  her  before 
strangers,  and  gave  the  company  to  under- 
Rtand,  that  the  young  ladies  would  wait  upon 
them  as  soor  as  they  could  be  confessed  and 
receive  absolution  from  a  worthy  cordelier, 
who  was  now  employed  in  performing  that 
uharitable  office.  The  gentlemen  were  satis- 
Tied  witli  this  remonstrance,  which  argued 


the  old  lady's  pious  concern  for  the  s  juls  that 
were  under  her  care,  and  our  adventurer  pro- 
posed an  accommodation  betwixt  her  and 
the  abbe,  who  was  prevailed  upon  to  ask  her 
pardon,  and  received  her  blessing  upon  his 
knees. 

This  affair  had  not  been  long  ad^^usted, 
when  five  damsels  were  introduced  in  a  verv 
gay  dishabille,  and  our  hero  was  compli'- 
mented  with  the  privilege  of  choosing  hia 
Amanda  from  the  whole  bevy  !  when  he  was 
provided,  the  others  began  to  pair  themselves, 
and  unhappily  the  German  count  chanced  to 
pitch  upon  the  same  nymph  who  had  capti- 
vated the  desires  of  the  British  knight :  a 
dispute  immediately  ensued,  for  the  English- 
man made  his  addresses  to  the  lady,  without 
paying  the  least  regard  to  the  priority  of  the 
other's  claim  :  and  she,  being  pleased  with 
his  attachment,  did  not  scruple  to  renounce 
his  rival,  who  swore  by  tlie  thunder,  lightning, 
and  sacrament,  that  he  would  not  quit  hia 
pretensions  for  any  prince  in  Christendom, 
much  less  for  a  little  English  chevalier,  whom 
he  had  already  honoured  too  much  in  con- 
descending to  be  his  companion. 

The  knight,  provoked  at  this  stately  de- 
claration, which  was  the  immediate  effect  of 
anger  and  ebriety,  eyed  his  antagonist  with 
a  most  contemptuous  aspect,  and  advised 
him  to  avoid  such  comparisons  for  the  future. 
"  We  all  know,"  said  he,  "  the  importance 
of  a  German  count ;  I  suppose  your  revenue 
amounts  to  three  hundred  rix-do!lars;  and 
you  have  a  chateau  that  looks  like  the  ruins 
of  an  English  gaol.  I  will  bind  myself  to 
lend  you  a  thousand  pounds  upon  a  mortgage 
of  your  estate  (and  a  bad  bargain  I  am  sure 
I  shall  have),  if  I  do  not,  in  less  than  two 
months,  find  a  yeoman  of  Kent,  wl^o  spends 
more  in  strong  ale  than  the  sum  total  of 
your  yearly  income ;  and,  were  the  truth 
known,  1  believe  that  lace  upon  yjur  coat  is 
no  bettfer  than  tinsel,  and  those  frir.ged  ruffles, 
with  fine  Holland  sleeves,  tacked  to  a  shirt 
of  brown  canvass,  so  that,  were  you  to  un- 
dress yourself  before  the  lady,  you  would  only 
expose  your  own  poverty  and  pride." 

The  count  was  so  much  enraged  at  these 
sarcastic  observations,  that  his  faculty  of 
speech  was  overwhelmed  by  his  resentment ; 
though,  in  order  to  acquit  himself  of  the  Eng- 
lishman's imputation,  ho  forthwith  pulled  off 
his  clothes  with  such  fury,  that  his  brocade 
waistcoat  was  torn  from  top  to  bottom.  Tlio 
knight,  mistaking  his  meaning,  considered 
this  demeanour  as  a  fair  challenge,  to  try 
which  was  the  better  man  in  the  exercise  of 
boxing;  and,  o"  that  supposition,  began  to 
strip  in  his  ti'.n  ,  when  he  was  undeceived 
by  Fathom,  who  put  the  right  interpretation 
upon  the  count's  beiiaviour,  and  begged  thai 
the  afl^air  might  be  compromised.  By  this 
time  the  Westphalian  recovered  the  use  of 
his  tongue,  and,  with  many  threats  and  im. 
precations,  desired  they  would  take  notico 
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now  falsely  he  had  been  aspersed,  and  do 
•lim  justice  in  espousing  his  claim  to  the 
damsel  in  question. 

Before  tiic  company  had  time  or  inclina- 
tion to  interest  themselves  in  the  quarrel,  his 
opponent  observed  that  no  person  who  was 
not  a  mere  German,  would  ever  dream  of 
forcing  the  inclinations  of  a  pretty  girl,  whom 
the  accidents  of  tbrtune  had  subjected  to  his 
power:  that  such  compulsion  was  equivalent 
to  the  most  cruel  rape  that  could  be  commit- 
ted: and  tliat  the  lady's  aversion  was  not  at 
all  surprising ;  for,  to  speak  his  own  senti- 
ments, were  he  a  woman  of  pleasure,  he 
would  as  soon  grant  favours  to  a  Westpha- 
!ian  hog,  as  to  the  person  of  his  antagonist. 
The  German,  enraged  at  this  comparison, 
was  quite  abandoned  by  his  patience  and 
discretion :  he  called  the  knight  an  English 
clown,  and,  swearing  he  was  the  most  un- 
toward beast  of  a  whole  nation  of  mules, 
snatched  up  one  of  the  candlesticks,  which 
he  launched  at  him  with  such  torce  and  vio- 
lence, that  it  sung  through  the  air,  and  wing- 
ing its  flight  into  the  anti-chamber,  encoun- 
tered the  skull  of  his  own  valet,  who  with 
immediate  prostration  received  the  message 
if  his  master. 

The  knight,  that  he  might  not  be  behind 
hand  with  the  Westphalian,  in  point  of  cour- 
tesy, returned  the  compliment  with  the  re- 
maining chandelier,  which  also  missed  its 
mark,  and  smiting  a  largo  mirror  that  was 
fixed  behind  them,  emitted  such  a  crash  as 
one  might  expect  to  hear  if  a  mine  were 
pprung  beneath  a  manufacture  of  glass.  Both 
lights  being  thus  extinguished,  a  furious  com- 
bat ensued  in  the  dark :  the  Italian  scampered 
off  with  infinite  agility,  and  as  he  went  down 
stairs,  desired  that  nobody  would  interpose, 
because  it  was  an  aflair  of  honour,  which 
could  not  be  made  up.  The  ladies  consulted 
their  safety  in  flight;  Count  Fathom  slil}- 
retired  to  one  corner  of  the  room,  while  the 
abbe  having  upon  him  the  terrors  of  the  com- 
missaire,  endeavoured  to  appease  and  part 
the  combatants,  and  in  the  attempt,  sustained 
a  random  blow  upon  his  nose,  which  sent 
him  howling  into  the  other  chamber,  where, 
finding  his  hand  besmeared  witii  his  own 
blood,  he  began  to  caper  about  the  apart- 
ment, in  a  transport  of  rage  and  vexation. 

Meanwhile,  the  old  gentlewoman  being 
alarmed  with  the  noise  of  the  battle,  and 
apprehensive  that  it  would  end  in  murder,  to 
the  danger  and  discredit  of  herself  and  family, 
ijamediately  mustered  up  her  myrmidons,  of 
whom  she  always  retained  a  formidable  band, 
and,  putting  herself  at  their  head,  lighted 
tliem  to  the  scene  of  uproar:  Ferdinand,  who 
lad  Hitherto  observed  a  strict  neutrality,  no 
oont.'  perceived  them  approach,  than  he 
leaped  in  between  the  disputants,  that  he 
might  be  found  acting  in  the  character  of  a 
peace-maker;  and,  indeed,  by  this  time,  vic- 
.or)'  had  declared  for  the  baronet,  who  had 


treated  his  antagonist  with  a  cross-buttock, 
which  laid  him  ahnost  breatldess  on  the  floor. 
The  victor  was  prevailed  upon,  by  the  en- 
treaties of  Fathom,  to  quit  tiie  field  of  battle, 
and  adjourn  into  another  room,  where,  in  less 
than  half  an  hour,  he  received  a  billet  from 
the  count,  defying  him  to  single  combat  on 
the  frontiers  of  Flanders,  at  an  ajjpointed 
time  and  place.  The  challenge  was  imme- 
diately accepted  by  the  knight,  who,  being 
flushed  with  conquest,  treated  his  adversary 
with  great  contempt. 

But,  next  day,  when  tiie  fumes  of  the 
Burgundy  were  quite  exhaled,  and  the  adven- 
ture recurred  to  his  remembrance  and  sober 
reflection,  he  waited  upon  our  adventurer  at 
his  lodgings,  and  solicited  his  advice  in  such 
a  manner,  as  gave  him  to  understand  that  he 
looked  upon  what  had  happened  as  a  drunken 
brawl,  which  ought  to  have  no  serious  con- 
sequences.  Fathom  foreseeing  that  the  affair 
might  be  managed  for  his  own  interest,  pro- 
fessed himself  of  the  baronet's  opinion  ;  and, 
without  hesitation,  undertook  the  office  of  a 
mediator,  assuring  his  principal,  that  his 
honour  should  suffer  no  stain  in  the  course 
of  his  negotiation. 

Having  received  the  Englishman's  acknow- 
ledgements for  this  instance  of  friendship,  ho 
forthwith  eot  out  for  the  place  of  the  Ger- 
man's habitation,  and  understanding  he  was 
still  asleep,  insisted  upon  his  being  imme- 
diately waked,  and  told,  that  a  gentleman 
from  the  chevalier  desired  to  see  him  upon 
business  of  importance  which  could  not  be 
delayed.  Accordingly,  his  valet-de-chambre, 
pressed  by  Fathom's  importunities  and  re- 
monstrances, ventured  to  go  in  and  shake 
the  count  by  the  shoulder  ;  when  this  furious 
Teutonian,  still  agitated  by  the  fever  of  the 
preceding  night,  leaped  out  of  bod  in  a  frenzy, 
and  seizing  his  sword  that  lay  upon  a  table, 
would  have  severely  punished  the  presump- 
tion of  his  servant,  had  not  he  been  restrained 
by  the  entrance  of  Ferdinand,  who,  with  a 
peremptory  countenance,  gave  him  to  under- 
stand that  the  valet  had  acted  at  his  imme- 
diate instigation  :  and  that  he  was  come,  as 
the  Englishman's  friend,  to  concert  with 
him  proper  measures  for  keeping  the  appoint- 
ment they  had  made  at  their  last  meeting. 

This  message  etrectually  calmed  the  (Ger- 
man, who  was  not  a  little  mortified  to  find 
himself  so  disagreeably  disturbed.  He  could 
not  help  cursing  the  impatience  of  his  anta- 
gonist, and  even  hinting  that  he  would  have 
acted  more  like  a  gentleman  and  good  chris- 
tian, in  expressing  a  desire  of  seeing  the 
affair  accommodated,  as  he  know  himself  to  be 
the  aggressor,  consequently  the  first  offender 
against  the  laws  of  politeness  and  good  fel- 
lowship.  Fathom,  finding  him  in  a  fit  tem- 
per of  mind,  took  the  ojjportunity  of  assent- 
ing to  the  reasonableness  of  hi.'  observation  ; 
he  ventured  to  condemn  the  impetuosity  of 
the  baronet,  who,  he  perceived,  was  extremclv 
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nice  and  scrupulous  in  the  punctilios  of 
honour ;  and  said  it  was  pity  that  two  gen- 
tlemen should  forfeit  each  other's  friendship, 
much  less  expose  their  lives,  for  such  a 
frivolous  cause.  "My  dear  count!"  cried 
the  Westphalian,  "  I  am  charmed  to  find 
your  sentiments  so  conformable  to  my  own  : 
in  an  honourable  cause,  I  despise  all  danger  ; 
my  courage,  thank  Heaven  I  has  been  mani- 
fested in  many  public  engagements  as  well 
as  in  private  rencountres  ;  but,  to  break  with 
my  friend,  whose  eminent  virtues  I  admire, 
and  even  to  seek  liis  life,  on  such  a  scandal- 
ous occasion,  for  a  little  insignificantw e, 

who,  I  suppose,  took  the  advantage  of  our 
intoxication,  to  foment  the  quarrel :  by 
Heaven  !  my  conscience  cannot  digest  it." 

Having  expressed  himself  to  this  purpose, 
he  waited  im])aticntly  for  the  reply  of  Ferdi- 
nand, who,  after  a  pause  of  deliberation, 
offered  his  services  in  the  way  of  mediation  ; 
tliough,  he  observed,  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
delicacy,  and  the  event  altogether  uncertain. 
"  Nevertheless,"  added  our  adventurer,  "  I 
will  strive  to  appease  the  knight,  wlio,  I  hope, 
will  be  induced  by  my  remonstrances  to 
forget  the  unlucky  accident,  which  hath  so 
disagreeably  interrupted  your  mutual  friend- 
ship." The  German  thanked  him  for  this 
proof  of  his  regard,  which  yielded  him  more 
satisfaction  on  account  of  the  chevalier  than 
of  himself: — "  For,  by  the  tombs  of  my 
fathers  !"  cried  he,  "  I  have  so  little  concern 
for  my  personal  safety,  that,  if  my  honour 
were  interested,  I  durst  oppose  myself  singly 
to  the  who.e  ban  of  the  empire ;  and  I  am 
now  ready,  if  the  chevalier  requires  it,  to  give 
nim  the  rendezvous  in  the  forest  of  Senlis, 
either  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  where  this 
contest  may  be  terminated  with  the  life  of  one 
r  both  of  us." 

Count  Fathom,  with  a  view  to  chastise  the 
Westphalian  for  this  rhodomontadc,told  him, 
with  a  mortifying  air  of  indifference,  that  if 
they  were  both  bent  upon  taking  the  field, 
he  would  save  himself  the  trouble  of  inter- 
posing farther  in  the  affair  ;  and  desired  to 
know  the  hour  at  which  it  would  suit  him  to 
take  the  air  with  the  baronet :  the  other  not 
a  little  embarrassed  by  this  question,  said, 
with  a  faltering  tongue,  he  should  be  proud 
to  obey  the  chevalier's  orders ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  owned  he  should  be  much  better 
pleased  if  our  hero  would  execute  the  pacific 
proposal  he  had  made.  Fathom  accordingly 
promised  to  exert  himself  for  that  purpose, 
rctunied  to  the  knight,  with  wliom  he  as- 
gumod  the  merit  of  having  tranquillized  tiie 
rage  of  an  incensed  barbarian,  who  was  now 
disposed  to  a  reconciliation  upon  equal  terms: 
the  baronet  overwhelmed  him  with  caresses 
*n'l  compliments  upon  his  friendship  and 
address  ;  the  parties  met  that  same  forenoon, 
HH  if  by  accident,  in  Fathom's  apartment, 
(vliore  they  embraced  each  other  cordially, 


exchanged  apologies,  and  renewed  their  for 
mer  correspondence. 

Our  adventurer  thought  he  had  good  reason 
to  congratulate  himself  upon  the  part  he  had 
acted  in  this  pacification  :  he  was  treated  by 
both  with  signal  marks  of  particular  affection 
and  esteem.  The  count  pressed  him  to 
accept,  as  a  token  of  his  attachment,  a  sword 
of  very  curious  workmanship,  which  he  had 
received  in  a  present  from  a  certain  prince 
of  the  empire  ;  the  knight  forced  upon  his 
finger  a  very  splendid  diamond  ring,  as  a 
testimony  of  his  gratitude  and  esteem  :  but 
there  was  still  another  person  to  bo  appeased, 
before  the  peace  of  the  whole  company  could 
be  established.  This  was  no  other  than  the 
abbe,  from  whom  each  of  the  reconciled 
friends  received  at  dinner  a  billet  couched  in 
these  words. — 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  lament  the  infinite 
chagrin  and  mortification  that  compels  me  to 
address  myself  in  this  manner  to  a  person 
of  your  rank  and  eminence,  whom  I  should 
do  myself  the  pleasure  of  v/aiting  upon  in 
person,  were  I  not  prevented  by  the  misfor- 
tune of  my  nose,  which  was  last  night  most 
cruelly  disarranged,  by  a  violent  contusion  1 
had  the  honour  to  receive,  in  attempting  to 
compose  that  unhappy  fracas,  at  the  house 
of  Madam  la  Maquerelle  ;  and  what  puts  the 
finishing  stroke  to  my  mishap,  is  my  being 
rendered  incapable  of  keeping  three  or  four 
assignations  with  ladies  of  fashion,  by  v.hom 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  particularly  esteemed. 
The  disfiguration  of  my  nose,  the  pain  I  have 
undergone,  with  the  discomposure  of  brain 
whicli  it  produced,  I  could  bear  as  a  philoso- 
pher; but  the  disappointment  of  the  ladies, 
my  glory  will  not  permit  me  to  overlook  ; 
and  as  you  know  the  injury  was  sustained  in 
your  service,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  hope  you 
will  not  refuse  to  grant  such  reparation  as 
will  be  acceptable  to  a  gentleman,  who  has 
the  honour  to  be,  with  inviolable  attacliment, 
sir,  your  most  devoted  slave, 

"  Pkpin  Clothire  Charle  Henri 
Louis  Barnabe  de  Fumier." 

This  epistle  was  so  equivocal,  that  the 
persons  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  did  not 
know  whether  or  not  tliey  ought  to  interpret 
the  contents  into  a  challenge  ;  when  our  herj 
observed,  that  the  ambiguity  of  his  expressions 
plainly  proved  there  was  a  door  left  open  for 
accommodation ;  and  proposed  they  should 
forthwith  visit  the  writer  at  his  own  apart- 
ment :  they  accordingly  followed  his  advice 
and  found  tlie  abbe  in  his  morning  gown  and 
slippers,  with  .three  huge  night-cape  on  his 
head,  and  a  craiie  liat-band  tied  over  the 
middle  of  his  face,  by  way  of  bandage  tc  'lis 
nose.  He  received  his  visitors  with  the 
most  riaiCMlous  solemnity,  being  still  a 
stranger  to  the  purport  of  their  errand  ;  but 
soon  as  the  Westphalian  declared  they  were 
come  in  consequence  of  his  billet,  in  order  to 
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ask  pardon  lor  tlio  undesifpicd  offence  they 
had  given,  liis  features  retrieved  tlieir  nafiiriil 
vivacity,  and  he  professed  liiinself  perfectly 
satisfied  witli  their  polite  acknowlediremcnt. 
Then  they  condoled  him  upon  the  evil  plio^ht 
of  his  nose,  and  seeintj  sonic  marks  upon  his 
Bhiit,  asked,  with  seeming  concern,  if  he  had 
lost  any  blood  in  the  fray?  To  this  interro- 
gation he  replied,  that  he  had  still  a  sullicient 
quantity  lell  for  the  occasions  of  his  friends  ; 
and  that  he  should  deem  it  his  greatest  glory 
to  expend  the  last  drop  of  it  in  their  service. 
Matters  being  thus  amicably  adjusted,  they 
prevailed  upon  him  to  uncase  his  nose,  wJiich 
retained  no  signs  of  the  outrage  ho  had 
suflered ;  and  the  amusements  cf  the  day 
were  concerted.  It  was  in  consequence  of 
tliis  plan,  that,  after  the  comedy,  they  were 
entertained  at  the  count's  lodgings,  where 
quadrille  was  proposed  by  the  abbe,  as  the 
most  innocent  pastime,  and  the  proposal  was 
immediately  embraced  by  all  present,  and  by 
none  with  more  alacrity  than  by  our  ad- 
venturer, who,  without  putting  forth  a  moiety 
of  his  skill,  went  home  with  twenty  louis 
clear  gain :  though,  far  from  believing  him- 
self greatly  superior  to  the  rest  of  the  party 
in  the  artifices  of  play,  he  justly  suspected 
that  they  had  concealed  their  skill,  with  a 
view  of  stripping  him  on  some  other  occasion  ; 
for  he  could  not  suppose,  that  persons  of  their 
figure  and  character  should  be,  in  reality,  such 
novices  as  they  affected  to  appear. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

He  overlooks  the  advances  of  his  friends, 
and  smarts  severely  for  his  neglect. 

Steeled  with  this  cautious  maxim,  he 
guarded  himself  from  their  united  endeavours, 
in  sundry  subsequent  attacks,  by  wiiich  his 
first  conjecture  was  confirmed,  and  still  came 
off  conqueror,  by  virtue  of  his  imparalleled 
finesse  and  discretion :  lUl  at  length  they 
seemed  to  despair  of  making  him  their  prey, 
and  the  count  began  to  drop  some  hints, 
importing  a  desire  of  seeing  him  more  closely 
united  to  the  views  and  interest  of  their 
triumvirate.  But  Ferdinand,  who  was  alto- 
gether selfish,  and  quite  solitary  in  his  pros- 
pects, discouraged  all  those  advances ;  being 
resolved  to  trade  upon  his  own  bottom  only, 
and  to  avoid  all  such  connections  with  ai:y 
person  or  society  whatever  ;  much  more, 
with  a  set  of  raw  adventurers  whose  taler.ts 
he  despisetl.  With  these  sentiments,  le 
Ftill  maintained  the  dignity  and  reserve  of 
his  first  appearance  among  them,  and  rather 
enhanced  than  diminished  that  idea  of  im- 
portance which  he  had  inspired  at  the  be- 
ginning ;  because,  besides  his  other  qualifica- 
tions, they  gdve  hin,  credit  fo-  the  address 
with  which  he  kept  himself  superior  to  their 
initud  designs 
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While  he  thus  enjoyed  his  pre-eminence 
together  with  the  fruits  of  his  success  at 
play,  wl'.ich  he  managed  so  discreetly,  as 
never  to  iiicurthc  reputation  of  an  adventurer, 
he  one  day  clianced  to  be  at  tlie  ordinary 
when  the  company  was  surprised  by  tlie 
entrance  of  such  a  figure  as  iiad  never  ap- 
peared before  in  that  place.  This  was  no 
other  than  a  person  habited  in  the  exact 
unitbrm  of  an  English  jockey.  His  leathern 
cap,  cut  bob,  fustian  frock,  llaunel  waistcoat^ 
buff  breeches,  hunting  boots,  and  whip,  were 
sutficicnt  of  themselves  to  furnish  out  a 
phenomenon  for  the  admiration  of  all  Pans  . 
but  these  peculiarities  were  rendered  still 
more  conspicuous  by  the  behaviour  of  the 
man  who  owned  them.  When  he  crossed 
the  threshold  of  the  outward  door,  he  pro. 
duced  such  a  sound  from  the  smack  of  his 
whip,  as  equalled  the  explosion  of  an  ordi 
nary  cow-horn  ;  and  then  broke  forth  into  the 
halloo  of  a  fox-hunter,  which  he  uttered  with 
all  its  variations,  in  a  strain  of  vociferation, 
that  seemed  to  astonish  and  confound  tiie 
whole  assembly,  to  whom  he  introduced 
himself  and  his  spaniel,  by  exclaiming,  in  a 
tone  something  less  melodious  than  the  cry 
of  mackarel  or  live  cod, — "  By  your  leave 
gcntlcvolks,  I  hope  there's  no  offence,  in  an 
honest  plain  Englishman's  coming  with 
money  in  his  pocket,  to  taste  a  bit  of  your 
Vrench  frigasee  and  ragooze." 

This  declaration  was  made  in  such  a  wild 
fantastical  manner,  that  the  greatest  part  of 
the  company  mistook  him  for  some  savage 
monster  or  maniac,  and  consulted  their 
safety  by  starling  up  from  table,  and  drawing 
their  swords.  The  Englishman,  seeing  such 
a  martial  apparatus  produced  against  him,  re- 
coiled two  or  three  steps,  saying, —  "  Waunds, 
a  believe  the  people  are  all  bewitched :  what, 
do  they  take  me  for  a  beast  of  prey !  is  there 
nobody  here  that  knows  Sir  Stentor  Stile, 
or  can  speak  to  me  in  my  own  lingo?"  He 
had  no  sooner  pronounced  these  words,  than 
the  baronet,  with  marks  of  infinite  surprise, 
ran  towards  him,  crying, — "  Good  Heaven  ! 
Sir  Stentor,  who  expected  to  meet  with  you 
in  Paris?"  Upon  which  the  other  eyeing  him 
veiy  earnestly, — "  Odds  heartlikins,"  cried 
he,  "  my  neighbour,  Sir  Giles  Squirrel,  as  1 
am  a  living  soul !"  With  these  words,  he 
flew  upon  liini  like  a  tiger,  kissed  him  from 
ear  to  ear,  demolished  his  periwig,  and  dis- 
ordered the  whole  economy  of  his  dress,  tc 
the  no  small  entertainment  of  the  company 

Having  well  nigh  stifled  his  countryman 
with  embraces,  and  besmeared  himself  with 
pulville  from  head  to  foot,  he  proceeded  in 
this  manner: — "Mercy  upon  thee,  knight, 
thou  art  so  transmographied,  and  bedaubed, 
and  bedizened,  that  thou  mought  rob  thy 
own  mother  without  fear  of  information. 
Look  he  here  now,  I  wi.l  be  trusseJ,  if  the 

very  b that  was  brought  up  in  thy  ovni 

bosom  knows  thee  again.     Ilev,  Sweetlinsi 
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hen;  Iiussy,  damn  the  tuoad,  do'st  n't  know  thy 
old  measter.  I'^y,  ey,  thou  inay'st  smell  till 
Christmas,  I'll  be  bound  to  be  hanged,  knigiit, 
if  the  creature's  nose  an't  foundered  by  the 
dairmcd  stinking  perfumes  you  have  got 
umong  you." 

The^e  compliments  being  past,  the  two 
knights  sat  down  by  one  another,  and  Sir 
Stentor  being  asked  by  his  neighbour  upon 
what  errand  he  had  crossed  the  sea,  gave  him 
to  understand,  that  he  had  come  to  France,  in 
consequence  of  a  wager  with  'squire  Snaffle, 
who  had  laid  a  thousand  pounds,  that  he.  Sir 
Stentor,  would  not  travel  to  Paris  by  himself, 
and  for  a  whole  month  appear  every  day  at  a 
certain  hour  in  the  public  walks,  without 
wearing  any  other  dress  than  that  in  which 
he  saw  him. — "The  fcllor  has  got  no  more 
stuff  in  his  pate,"  continued  this  polite  stran- 
ger, "than  a  jackass,  to  think  I  could  not 
find  my  way  hither,  thof  I  could  not  jabber 
your  Frencli  lingo.  Ecod  '.  the  people  of 
this  country  are  sharp  enough  to  find  out 
your  meaning,  when  you  want  to  spend  any 
thing  among  them:  and  as  for  the  matter  of 
dress,  bodikins  !  for  a  thousand  pounds  I 
would  engage  to  live  in  the  midst  of  them, 
and  show  myself  without  any  clothes  at  all. 
Odds  heart!  a  true-born  Englishman  needs 
not  be  ashamed  to  show  his  face,  nor  his 
backside  neither,  with  the  best  Frenchman 
that  ever  trod  the  ground.  Thof  we  English- 
men don't  beplaister  our  doublets  with  gold 
and  silver,  I  believe  as  how  we  have  our 
packets  better  lined  than  most  of  our  neigh- 
bours ;  and  for  all  my  bit  of  a  fustian  frock, 
that  cost  me  in  all  but  forty  shillings,  I  be- 
lieve, between  you  and  me,  knight,  I  have 
more  dust  in  my  fob,  than  all  those  powdered 
sparks  put  together.  But  the  worst  of  the 
matter  is  this  ;  here  is  no  solid  belly-timber 
in  this  country :  one  can't  have  a  slice  of  a 
delicate  sirloin,  or  nice  buttock  of  beef,  for 
love  nor  money.  A  pize  upon  them  !  I  could 
get  no  eatables  upon  the  ruoad,  but  what  they 
call  bully,  which  looks  like  the  flesh  of  Pha- 
raoh's lean  kine  stewed  into  rags  and  tatters; 
and  then  their  peajohn,  peajohn,  rabbet  them! 
one  would  think  every  old  woman  of  this 
kingdom  hatched  pigeons  from  her  own  body." 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  such  an  origi- 
nal sat  unobserved.  The  French  and  other 
foreigners  who  had  never  been  in  England, 
ivere  struck  dumb  with  amazement  at  the 
knight's  appearance  and  deportment ;  while 
fhe  English  guests  were  overwhelmed  with 
sliame  and  confusion,  and  kept  a  most  wary 
silence,  for  fear  of  being  recognized  by  their 
countryman.  As  for  our  adventurer,  he  was 
inwardly  transported  vith  joy  at  sight  of  this 
curiosity.  He  considered  him  as  a  genuine, 
rich  country  booby,  of  the  right  English 
growth,  fresh  as  imported :  and  his  heart 
liirobbed  with  rapture  when  he  heard  Sir 
Stentor  value  himself  upon  the  lining  of  his 
sockets  ,  h°.  foresaw,  indeed,  that  the  other 


knight  would  endeavour  to  reserve  him  fo! 
his  own  game ;  but  he  was  too  conscious  of 
his  own  accomplishments  to  think  lie  should 
find  great  difficulty  in  superseding  the  in- 
fluence of  Sir  Giles. 

Meanwhile,  the  new  comer  was  by  hia 
friend  helped  to  some  ragout,  which  pleased 
his  palate  so  well,  that  he  declared  he  should 
now  make  a  hearty  meal,  for  the  first  time 
since  he  had  crossed  the  water ;  and,  while 
his  good  humour  prevailed,  he  drank  to  every 
individual  around  the  table.  Ferdinand  seized 
this  opportunity  of  insinuating  himself  into 
his  favour,  by  saying  in  English,  he  was  glad 
to  find  there  was  any  thing  in  p'rance  that 
was  agreeable  to  Sir  Stentor.  To  this  com- 
pliment the  knight  replied  with  an  air  of 
surprise, — "  Waunds  !  I  find  here's  another 
countryman  of  mine  in  this  here  company. 
Sir,  I  am  proud  to  see  you  with  all  my  heart." 
So  speaking,  he  thrust  out  his  right  hand 
across  the  table,  and  she  ok  our  hero  by  the 
fist,  with  such  violence  of  civility,  as  proved 
very  grievous  to  a  French  marquis,  who,  in 
helping  himself  to  soup,  was  jostled  in  such 
a  manner,  as  to  overturn  the  dividing-spoon 
in  his  own  bosom.  The  Englishman,  seeing 
the  mischief  he  had  produced,  cried, — "JNo 
offence,  I  hope,"  in  a  tone  of  vociferation, 
which  the  marquis  in  all  probability  miscon- 
strucd  ;  for  he  began  to  model  his  features 
into  a  very  sublime  and  peremptory  look, 
when  Fathom  interpreted  the  apology,  and 
at  the  same  time  informed  Sir  Stentor,  that 
although  he  himself  had  not  the  honour  ot 
being  an  Englishman,  he  had  always  enter- 
tained a  most  particular  veneration  for  the 
country,  and  learned  the  language  in  conse- 
quence of  that  esteem. 

"  Blood  !"  answered  the  knight,  "  I  thinli 
myself  the  more  obliged  to  you  for  you. 
kind  opinion,  than  if  you  was  my  countryman 
in  good  earnest ;  for  there  be  abundance  of 
we  Englisli,  no  offence.  Sir  Giles,  that  seem 
to  be  ashamed  of  their  own  nation,  and  leave 
their  homes  to  come  and  spend  their  for- 
tunes abroad,  among  a  parcel  of — you  under- 
stand me,  sir — a  word  to  the  wise,  as  the 
saying  is." — Here  he  was  interrupted  by  an 
article  of  the  second  course,  that  seemed  to 
give  him  great  disturbance ;  this  was  a  roasted 
leveret,  very  strong  of  the  fumet,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  placed  directly  under  his  nose. 
His  sense  of  smelling  was  no  sooner  encoun- 
tered by  the  effluvia  of  this  delicious  fare, 
than  he  started  up  from  table,  exclaiming, — 
"  Odds  my  liver  !  Iiere's  a  piece  of  carrion, 
that  I  would  not  offer  to  e'er  a  hound  in  my 
kennel ;  'tis  enough  to  make  any  christian 
vomit  both  gut  and  gall ;"  and  indeed  by  the 
wry  faces  he  made  while  he  ran  to  the  door, 
his  stomach  seemed  ready  to  justify  this  last 
assertion. 

The  abbe,  who  concluded,  from  thoso  symp- 
toms  of  disgust,  that  the  leveret  was  not 
sufficiently  stale,  began  to  exhibit  marks  of 
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discontent,  ar.d  desired  that  it  ini;xlit  be 
orought  to  the  otlier  end  of  the  table  for  liis 
examination.  He  accordingly  hung  over  it 
witli  the  most  greedy  aj)petite,  feasting  liis 
nostrils  with  the  steams  of  animal  putrefac- 
tion: and  at  length  declared  that  the  morceau 
was  passable,  though  he  owned  it  would  have 
been  highly  perfect,  had  it  been  kept  another 
week.  Nevertheless,  months  were  not  want- 
mg  to  discuss  it,  insipid  as  it  was,  for  in 
three  minutes  there  was  not  a  vestige  to  bo 
seen  of  that  which  had  offended  the  organs 
of  Sir  Stentor,  who  now  resumed  his  place, 
find  did  justice  to  the  dessert.  But  what  he 
poenicd  to  relish  better  than  any  other  part 
of  the  entertainment,  was  the  conversation 
of  our  adventurer,  whom,  after  dinner,  he 
begged  to  have  the  honour  of  treating  with 
a  dish  of  cotTee,  to  tlie  seeming  mortification 
of  liis  brother  knight,  over  which  Fathom 
e.vuited  in  his  own  heart. 

In  short,  our  hero,  by  his  affability  and 
engaging  deportment,  immediately  gained 
)ossession  of  Sir  Stentor's  good  graces,  in- 
somuch, that  he'  desired  to  crack  a  bottle 
with  him  in  the  evening,  and  they  repaired 
to  an  auberge,  whither  his  fellow-knight  ac- 
companied them,  not  without  manifest  signs 
of  reluctance.  There  the  stranger  gave  a 
loose  to  jollity;  though  at  first  he  damned  the 
burgundy  as  a  poor  thin  liquor,  tliat  ran 
through  him  in  a  twinkling,  and,  instead  of 
warming,  cooled  his  heart  and  bowels  ;  how- 
ever, it  insensibly  seemed  to  give  the  lie  to 
his  imputation  ;  for  his  spirits  rose  to  a  more 
elevated  pitch  of  mirth  and  good  fellowship  ; 
he  sung,  or  rather  roared,  the  Early  Horn, 
so  as  to  alarm  the  whole  neighbourhood,  and 
began  to  slabber  his  companions  with  a  most 
bear-like  affection.  Yet  whatever  haste  he 
made  to  the  goal  of  ebriety,  he  was  distanced 
by  his  brother  baronet,  who  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  party  had  made  little  other  use 
of  Ills  mouth  than  to  receive  the  glass,  and 
now  sunk  down  upon  the  floor,  in  a  state  of 
temporary  annihilation. 

He  was  immediately  carried  to  bod  by  the 
direction  of  Ferdinand,  who  now  saw  him- 
self in  a  manner  possessor  of  that  mine  to 
which  he  had  made  such  eager  and  artful 
advances.  That  he  might,  therefore,  carry 
on  the  approaches  in  the  same  cautious  man- 
ner, he  gradually  shook  off  the  trammels  of 
sobriety,  gave  a  loose  to  that  spirit  of  free- 
dom which  good  liquor  commonly  inspires, 
and,  in  the  familiarity  of  dnmkenness,  owned 
himself  head  of  a  noble  family  of  Poland, 
from  which  he  had  been  obliged  to  absent 
himself  on  account  of  an  affair  of  honour, 
not  yet  compromised. 

Having  made  this  confession,  and  laid 
strong  injunctions  of  secrecy  upon  Sir  Sten- 
tor, his  countenance  seemed  to  acquire  from 
tvery  succeeding  glass  a  new  symptom  of 
ntoxication;  they  renewed  their  embraces, 
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swore  eternal  friendsliip  from  that  day,  and 
swallowed  fresh  bumpers,  till  both  being  in 
all  appearance  quite  overpowered,  they  be- 
gan  to  yawn  in  concert,  and  even  nod  in 
their  chairs.  The  knight  seemed  to  resent 
the  attacks  of  slumber,  as  so  many  imperti- 
nent attempts  to  interrupt  their  entcrtain- 
[  ment ;  he  cursed  nis  own  propensity  to  sleep, 
imputing  it  to  the  damned  French  climate  ; 
and  proposed  to  engage  in  some  pastime  tiiat 
would  keep  them  awake. — "Odd's  flesh!"' 
cried  the  Briton,  ♦'  when  I'm  at  home,  I  detV 
all  the  devils  in  liell  to  fasten  my  eyelids  to- 
gether, if  so  be  as  I  am  otherwise  inclined  ;  fur 
there's  mother  and  sister  Nan,  and  brother 
Numps  and  I,  continue  to  divert  ourselves 
at  all-fours,  brag,  cvibbage,  tctotum,  hussle- 
cup,  and  chuck.varthing,  and  tlio'f  I  say  it, 
that  shouldn't  say  it,  1  won't  turn  my  back 
to  e'er  a  he  in  England  at  any  of  these  pas- 
times ;  and  so,  count,  if  you  are  so  disposed, 
I  am  your  man,  that  is  in  the  w.ay  of  friend- 
ship, at  which  of  these  you  shall  please  to 
pitch  upon." 

To  this  proposal  Fathom  replied,  he  was 
quite  ignorant  of  all  the  games  he  had  men- 
tioned ;  but,  in  order  to  amuse  Sir  Stentor, 
he  would  play  with  him  at  lan.'^quenet,  for  a 
trifle,  as  he  had  laid  it  down  for  a  maxim,  to 
risk  nothingconsiderable  at  play.  "Wounds!" 
answered  the  knight,  "  I  hope  you  don't  think 
I  come  here  in  quest  of  money.  Tliank  God! 
I  have  a  good  landed  estate  worth  five  thou- 
sand a-year,  and  owe  no  man  a  halfpenny, 
and  I  question  whether  there  be  many  counts 
in  your  nation,  no  offence,  I  hope,  that  can 
say  a  bolder  word.  As  for  your  lambskinnet. 
I  know  nothing  of  the  matter  ;  but  I  will  toss 
up  with  you  for  a  guinea,  cross  or  pile,  as  the 
saying  is  ;  or,  if  there's  such  a  thing  in  this 
country  as  a  box  and  dice,  I  love  to  hear  thf; 
bones  rattle  sometimes." 

Fathom  fnind  some  difficulty  in  conceal 
ing  his  joy,  at  the  mention  of  this  last  amuse- 
ment, winch  had  been  one  of  his  chief  studies, 
and  in  which  he  had  made  such  progress,  that 
he  could  calculate  all  the  chances  with  the 
utmost  exactness  and  certainty.  However, 
he  made  shift  to  contain  himself  within  due 
bouncls  :  and,  with  seeming  indifference  con- 
sented to  pass  away  an  hour  at  hazard,  pro- 
vided the  implements  cculd  be  procured. 
Accordingly,  the  landlord  was  consulted,  and 
their  desire  gratified;  the  dice  were  produced, 
and  the  table  resounded  with  the  effects  of 
their  mutual  eagerness.  Fortune,  at  first, 
declared  for  the  Englishman,  who  was  per- 
mitted by  our  adventurer  to  win  twenty  broad 
pieces;  and  he  was  so  elated  with  his  sue 
cess,  as  to  accompany  every  lucky  throw 
with  a  loud  burst  of  laug'iter,  and  other  savage 
and  simple  manifestatiins  of  excessive  joy 
exclaiming,  in  a  tone  something  less  sweet 
than  the  bellowing  of  a  bull, — "  Now  for  the 
main,  count, — odd!  here   th^y   come — here 
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are  the  seven  black  stars,  i'faitlis.  Come 
along  niy  yellow  boys — odds  heart !  I  never 
liked  the  face  (if  Lewis  before." 

Fathom  drew  happy  presages  from  these 
boyish  raptures,  and,  after  having-  indulged 
them  for  some  time,  began  to  avail  himself 
f)f  his  arithmetic,  in  consequence  of  which 
tlic  kniglit  was  obliged  to  refund  the  greatest 
part  of  his  winning :  then  Im  altered  his  note, 
and  became  as  intemperate  in  his  chagrin,  as 
he  had  been  before  immoderate  in  his  mirth, 
lie  cursed  hunself  and  his  whole  generation, 
damned  his  bad  luck,  stamped  with  his  feet 
upon  the  floor,  and  challenged  Ferdinand  to 
double  stakes.  This  was  a  very  welcome 
proposal  to  our  hero,  who  found  Sir  Stentor 
ju."t  such  a  subject  as  he  had  long  desired  to 
encounter  with ;  the  more  the  Englishman 
laid,  the  more  ho  lost,  and  Fathom  took  care 
to  inflame  his  passions,  by  certain  well-timed 
sarcasms  upon  his  want  of  judgment,  till  at 
length  he  became  quite  outrageous,  swore 
the  dice  were  false,  and  threw  them  out  at 
the  window;  pulled  off  his  periwig,  and  com- 
mitted it  to  the  flames,  spoke  with  the  most 
rancorous  contempt  of  his  adversary's  skill, 
insisted  upon  his  having  stripped  many  a  bet- 
ler  man,  for  all  he  was  a  count,  and  threatening 
that,  before  they  parted,  he  should  not  only 
look  like  a  Pole,  but  also  smell  like  a  pole-cat. 

This  was  a  spirit  which  our  adventurer 
industriously  kept  up,  observing  that  the 
Englisii  were  dupes  to  all  the  world ;  and 
that,  in  point  of  genius  and  address,  they 
were  no  more  than  noisy  braggadocios.  In 
short,  another  pair  of  dice  was  procured,  the 
stakes  were  again  raised,  and,  after  several 
vicissitudes,  fortune  declared  so  much  in  fa- 
vour of  the  knight,  that  Fathom  lost  all  the 
money  in  his  pocket,  amounting  to  a  pretty 
considerable  sum.  By  this  time  he  was 
warmed  into  (mcommon  eagerness  and  im- 
patience, being  equally  piqued  at  the  success 
and  provoking  exultations  of  his  antagonist, 
whom  lie  now  invited  to  his  lodgings,  in 
order  to  decide  the  contest.  Sir  Stenlor 
complied  with  his  request;  the  dispute  was 
renewed  with  various  success,  till,  towards 
day-light,  Ferdinand  saw  this  noisy,  raw, 
inexperienced  simpleton,  carry  off"  all  liis 
ready  cash,  together  with  his  jewels,  and 
almost  every  thing  that  was  valuable  about 
his  person  ;  and,  to  crown  the  whole,  the  vic- 
tor at  parting  told  him,  with  a  most  intolera- 
ble sneer,  that  so  soon  as  tiie  count  should 
receive  another  remittance  from  Poland,  he 
would  give  him  his  revenge. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

f[e  bears  his  fate  like  a  jiUilosn-pher;  and 
contracts  at  quaintance  with  a  very  re- 
markable personage. 

This  was  a  proper  subject  for  our  hero  to 


moralize  upon,  and  accordingly  it  did  noi 
pass  without  his  remarks.  He  found  himself 
fairly  foiled  at  his  own  weapons,  reducfxl  to 
indigence  in  a  foreign  land,  and,  what  he 
chiefly  regretted,  robbed  of  all  those  gay 
expectations  he  had  indulged  from  his  own 
supposed  e.xcellence  in  the  wiles  of  fraud, 
for,  upon  a  little  recollection,  he  plainly  per- 
ceived he  had  fallen  a  sacriflce  to  the  con- 
federacy lie  had  refused  to  join  ;  and  did  j  ot 
at  all  doubt  that  the  dice  were  loaded  for  his 
destruction  :  but,  instead  of  beating  his  head 
against  the  wall,  tearing  his  hair,  imprecating 
vain  curses  upon  himself,  or  betraying  other 
frantic  symptoms  of  despair,  he  resolved  to 
accommodate  himself  to  his  fate,  and  profit 
by  the  lesson  he  had  so  dearly  bought. 

With  this  intention,  he  immediately  dis- 
missed his  valet,  quitted  his  lodgings,  retired 
to  an  obscure  street  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  and,  covering  one  eye  with  a  large 
patch  of  black  silk,  presented  himself  in 
quality  of  a  musician  to  the  director  of  the 
opera,  who,  upon  hearing  a  trial  of  his  skill, 
received  him  into  the  band  "without  further 
question.  While  he  continued  in  this  situa- 
tion, he  not  only  improved  his  taste  and 
execution  in  music,  but  likewise  found  fre- 
quent opportunities  to  extend  his  knowledge 
of  mankind;  for,  besides  the  employment  he 
exercised  in  public,  he  was  often  concerned 
in  private  concerts  that  were  given  in  the 
hotels  of  noblemen  ;  by  which  means  he  be- 
came more  and  more  acquainted  with  the 
persons,  manners,  and  characters  of  high 
life,  which  he  contemplated  with  the  most 
industrious  attention,  as  a  spectator,  who, 
being  altogether  unconcerned  in  the  perform- 
ance, is  at  more  liberty  to  observe  and  enjoy 
the  particulars  of  the  entertainment. 

It  was  in  one  of  those  assemblies  he  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  friend  Sir  Stentor, 
dressed  in  the  most  fasliionable  manner,  and 
behaving  with  all  the  overstrained  politesse 
of  a  native  Frenchman.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  Ijis  brother  knight  and  the  abbe  ; 
and  this  triumvirate,  even  in  Fathom's  hear- 
ing, gave  a  most  ludicrous  detail  of  the  finesse 
they  had  practised  upon  the  Polish  count  to 
their  entertainer,  who  was  ambassador  from 
a  certain  court,  and  made  himself  extremely 
merry  with  the  particulars  of  the  relation 
Indeed,  they  made  shift  to  describe  some  of 
the  circumstances  in  such  a  ridiculous  light, 
that  our  adventurer  himselt',  smarting  as  he 
was  with  the  disgrace,  could  not  lielj)  laugh- 
ing in  secret  at  the  account.  He  afterwards 
made  it  his  business  to  inquire  into  the 
characters  of  the  two  Britisli  knights,  and 
understood  they  were  notorious  sharpers, 
who  had  come  abroad  for  the  good  of  their 
country,  and  now  hunted  in  couple  among  a 
French  pack,  that  dispersed  themselves 
through  the  public  ordinaries,  walks,  and 
spectacles,  in  order  to  make  a  prey  of  in 
cautious  strangers. 
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The  pridft  of  Ferdinand  was  piqued  at  this 
jiformulion  ;  ami  lie  was  even  aainiatod  with 
the  desire  of  nuiiiin<j  reprisals  upon  this 
fraternity,  from  which  he  ardently  lunged  to 
.:etrieve  his  honour  and  cli'ects  ;  hut  the  issue 
jf  his  last  adventure  had  reintbrced  his  cau- 
tion, and,  for  the  present,  he  found  means  to 
suppress  tlie  dictates  of  his  avarice  and 
ambition,  resolving  to  employ  ids  whole 
penetration  in  reconnoitring  the  ground, 
before  he  should  venture  to  take  the  field 
again.  He  therefore  continued  to  act  the 
part  of  a 'one-eyed  fiddler,  under  the  name 
of  Fadini,  and  lived  with  incredible  frur;ality, 
that  Jie  might  save  a  purse  for  his  fiit;ire 
operations.  In  this  manner  Jiad  he  proceeded 
fertile  space  often  months,  during  which  he 
acquired  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  city 
of  Paris,  when  his  curiosity  was  attracted  by 
certain  peculiarities  in  the  appearance  of  a 
man  who  lived  in  one  of  the  upper  apart- 
ments belonging  to  the  house  in  which  he 
himself  had  iixed  his  habitation. 

Tliis  was  a  tall,  thin,  meagre  figure,  with  a 
long  black  beard,  an  aquiline  nose,  a  brown 
complexion,  and  a  most  piercing  vivacity  in 
his  eyes :  he  seemed  to  be  about  the  age  of 
^fiy,  wore  the  Persian  habit,  and  there  was 
a  remarkable  severity  in  his  aspect  and  de- 
meanour. He  and  our  adventurer  had  been 
I'ellow-lodgers  for  some  time,  and,  according 
to  the  laudable  custom  of  these  d;iys,  had 
hitherto  remained  as  much  estranged  to  one 
CJiother  as  if  they  had  lived  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  globe ;  but  of  late  tiie  Persian  seemed 
to  regard  our  hero  with  particular  attention  : 
when  they  chanced  to  meet  on  the  stair-case, 
or  elsewhere,  he  bowed  to  Ferdinand  with 
great  solemnity,  and  complimented  him  with 
the  pas  :  he  even  proceeded  in  the  course  of 
this  communication,  to  open  his  mouth,  and 
salute  him  with  a  good  morrow  ;  and  some- 
times made  the  common  remarks  upon  the 
weather.  Fathom,  who  was  naturally  com- 
plaisant, did  not  discourage  these  advances  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  behaved  to  him  with 
marks  of  particular  respect,  and  one  day  i 
desired  the  favour  of  his  company  to  breaic-  ■ 
fast. 

This  invitation  the  stranger  declined  with 
due  acknowledgement,  on  pretence  of  being 
out  of  order;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  our 
adventurer  bethought  himself  of  questioning 
the  landlord  concerning  his  outlandish  guest. 
His  curiosity  was  rather  inflamed  than  satis- 
fied with  the  information  he  could  obtain 
from  this  quarter ;  for  all  he  learned  was, 
that  the  Persian  went  by  the  name  of  Ali 
Heker,  and  that  he  had  lived  in  the  house  for 
the  space  of  four  months,  in  a  most  solitary 
and  parsimonious  manner,  without  beinir 
visited  by  one  living  soul  ;  that,  for  some 
lime  after  his  arrival,  he  had  been  often  heard 
to  groan  dismally  in  the  night,  and  even  to 
rxclaiin  in  an  unknown  language,  ns  if  he 
•lad  laboured  under  some  grievous  affliction  ; 


and  though  the  first  transports  of  his  grief 
had  subsided,  it  was  easy  to  perceive  he  still 
indulged  a  d^'ep-rooted  melancholy,  for  the 
tears  were  frequently  observed  to  trickle 
down  his  beard.  The  commissaire  of  the 
quarter  had  at  first  ordered  this  oriental  to 
be  watched  in  his  outgoings,  according  to 
the  maxims  of  the  French  police  :  but  hia 
life  was  found  so  regular  and  inofiensive, 
that  this  precaution  was  soon  set  aside. 

Any  man  of  humane  sentiments,  from  the 
knowledge  of  these  particulars,  would  iiave 
been  prompted  to  oiler  his  services  to  the 
t'orlorn  stranger ;  but  as  our  hero  was  devoid 
of  all  these  infirmities  of  human  nature,  it 
was  necessary  that  other  motives  should 
produce  the  same  eficct :  his  curiosity,  there- 
tore,  joined  with  the  hopes  of  converting  the 
confidence  of  Ali  to  his  own  emolument, 
eftectually  impelled  him  towards  his  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  in  a  little  time  they  began  to 
relish  the  conversation  of  each  otiier  ;  for, 
as  tlie  reader  may  have  already  observed, 
Fathom  possessed  all  the  arts  of  insinuation, 
and  had  discernment  enougii  to  perceive  an 
air  of  dignity  iu  the  Persian,  which  the 
humility  of  his  circumstances  could  not  con- 
ceal. Ho  was,  moreover,  a  man  of  good 
understanding,  not  without  a  tincture  of 
letters,  perfectly  well  bred,  though  in  a 
ceremonious  style,  extremely  moral  in  his 
discourse,  and  scrupulously  nice  in  his  no- 
tions of  honour. 

Our  hero'conformed  himself  in  all  respects 
to  the  other's  opinions,  and  managed  his 
discretion  so  as  to  pass  upon  him  for  a  gentle- 
man reduced  by  misfortunes  to  the  exercise 
of  an  employment  which  was  altogether 
unsuitable  to  his  birth  and  quality,  lie  made 
earnest  and  repeated  tenders  of  liis  good 
olFiccs  to  the  stranger,  and  pressed  him  to 
make  use  of  his  purse,  with  such  cordial 
perseverance,  that  at  length  Ali's  reserve 
wos  overcome,  and  he  condescended  to 
borrow  of  him  a  small  sum,  which  in  all 
jnobability  saved  his  life;  for  he  had  been 
■.Uiven  to  the  utmost  extremity  of  want  before 
It','  wo'dd  accept  of  this  assistance. 

Fathom,  having  grauuaiiy  stolen  into  his 
good  graces,  began  to  take  notice  of  many 
piteous  sighs  that  esca[)ed  him  in  the  mo- 
ments of  their  intercourse,  and  seemed  to 
denote  a  heart  fraught  with  woe  ;  and,  on 
pretence  of  administering  consolation  and 
counsel,  begged  leave  to  know  the  cause  of 
his  distress ;  observing,  that  his  mind  would 
be  disburdened  by  such  communication,  and 
perhaps  his  grief  alleviated  by  some  means 
which  they  might  jointly  concert  and  execute 
in  his  behalf 

Ali,  thus  solicited,  would  often  shak^  his 
head,  with  marks  of  extreme  sorrow  and 
despondence ;  and,  while  the  tears  gnsheci 
from  his  eyes,  declared  that  his  distress  wa» 
beyond  the  power  of  any  remedy  but  deain, 
and  that,  by  making  our   hero  his  confidais.., 
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he  should  only  extend  his  uiihappiness  to  a 
friend,  without  feeling  the  least  remission  of 
his  own  torture.  Notwithstanding  these 
repeated  declarations,  Ferdinand,  who  was 
well  enough  acquainted  with  the  mind  of 
man  to  know  that  such  importunity  is  seldom 
or  never  disagreeable,  redoubled  his  instances, 
together  with  his  expressions  of  sympathy 
and  esteem,  until  the  stranger  was  prevailed 
npon  to  gratify  his  curiosity  and  benevolence. 
Having  therefore  secured  the  chamber  door 
one  night,  while  all  the  rest  of  the  family 
were  asleep,  the  unfortunate  Ali  disclosed 
'limself  in  these  words. 


CHAPTER  XXVL 
The  history  of  the  noble  Castilian. 


[  SHOULD  be  ungrateful,  as  well  as  unwise, 
did  I  longer  resist  the  desire  you  express  to 
know  the  particulars  of  that  destiny  which 
iiath  driven  me  to  this  miserable  disguise,  and 
rendered  me  in  all  considerations  the  most 
wretched  of  men.  1  have  felt  your  friend- 
ship, am  confident  of  your  honour,  and 
though  my  misfortunes  are  such  as  can  never 
be  repaired,  because  I  am  utterly  cut  off  from 
hope,  which  is  the  wretch's  last  comfort,  yet 
I  may,  by  your  means,  be  enabled  to  bear 
tliem  with  some  degree  of  fortitude  and 
resignation. 

Know  then,  my  name  is  not  Ali ;  neither 
am  1  of  Persian  extraction.  I  had  once  the 
honour  to  own  myself  a  Castilian,  and  was, 
under  the  appellation  of  Don  Diego  de  Zelos, 
respected  as  the  head  of  one  of  the  most 
ancient  families  of  that  kingdom.  Judge 
then  how  severe  that  distress  must  be,  which 
compels  a  Spaniard  to  renounce  his  country, 
his  honours,  and  his  name.  My  youth  was 
not  spent  in  inglorious  ease,  neither  did  it 
waste  unheeded  in  the  rolls  of  fame  :  before 
I  had  attained  the  age  of  nineteen,  I  was 
twice  wounded  in  battle  :  I  once  fortunately 
recovered  the  standard  of  the  regiment  to 
which  I  belonged,  after  it  had  been  seized 
by  the  enemy  ;  and  at  another  occasion  made 
shift  to  save  the  life  of  my  colonel,  when  he 
lay  at  the  mercy  of  an  enraged  barbarian. 

He  that  thinks  I  recapitulate  these  par- 
ticulars out  of  pstentation,  does  wrong  to  the 
unhappy  Don  Diego  de  Zelos,  who,  in  having 
performed  these  little  acts  of  gallantry,  thinks 
he  has  done  nothing,  but  simply  approved 
himself  worthy  of  being  called  a  Castilian. 
I  mean  only  to  do  justice  to  my  own  cha- 
racter, and  to  make  you  acquainted  with  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  incidents  of  my  life. 
It  was  my  fate,  during  my  third  campaign,  to 
command  a  troop  of  horse  in  the  regiment 
cf  Don  Gojizales  Orgullo,  between  whom 
and  my  father  a  family-feud  had  long  been 
maintamed  with  great  enmity ;  and  that 
gentleman  did  not  leave  me  without  reason 


to  believe  he  rejoiced  at  the  opportunity  of 
exercising  his  resentment  upon  his  adver- 
sary's son  ;  for  he  withheld  from  me  that 
countenance  which  my  fellow-officers  enjoy- 
ed, and  found  means  to  subject  me  to  divers 
mortifications,  of  which  1  was  not  at  liberty 
to  complain.  These  I  bore  in  silence  for 
some  time,  as  part  of  my  probation  in  the 
character  of  a  soldier;  resolved  nevertheless 
to  employ  my  interest  at  court  for  a  removal 
into  another  corps,  and  to  take  some  future 
opportunity  of  explaining  my  sentiments  to 
Don  Gonzales  upon  the  injustice  of  his  be- 
haviour. 

While  I  animated  myself  with  these  senti- 
ments against  the  discouragements  I  under- 
went, and  the  hard  duty  to  which  I  was  daily 
exposed,  it  was  our  fate  to  be  concerned  in 
tlie  battle  of  Saragossa,  where  our  regiment 
was  so  severely  handled  by  the  English  in- 
fantry,  that  it  was  forced  to  give  ground  with 
the  loss  of  one-half  of  its  officers  and  men. 
Don  Gonzales,  who  acted  as  brigadier  in 
another  wing,  being  informed  of  our  fate, 
and  dreading  the  disgrace  of  his  corps,  which 
had  never  turned  back  to  the  enemy,  put 
spurs  to  his  horse,  and  riding  across  the  field 
at  full  speed,  rallied  our  broken  squadrons, 
and  led  us  back  to  the  charge  with  such  in- 
trepidity of  behaviour,  as  did  not  fail  to 
inspire  us  all  with  uncommon  courage  and 
alacrity :  for  my  own  part,  I  thought  myself 
doubly  interested  to  distinguish  my  valour, 
not  only  on  account  of  my  own  glory,  but 
likewise  on  the  supposition,  that,  as  I  was 
acting  under  the  eye  of  Gonzales,  my  conduct 
would  be  narrowly  observed. 

I  therefore  exerted  myself  with  unusual 
vigour,  and  as  he  began  the  attack  with  the 
remains  of  my  troop,  fought  close  by  his  side 
during  the  rest  of  the  engagement.  I  even 
acquired  his  applause  in  the  very  heat  of 
battle :  when  his  hat  was  struck  off,  and  hia 
horse  fell  under  him,  I  accommodated  and 
remounted  him  upon  my  own,  and  having 
seized  for  my  own  use  another  that  belonged 
to  a  common  trooper,  attended  this  stem 
commander  as  before,  and  seconded  him  in 
all  his  repeated  effiarts  ;  but  it  was  impossible 
to  withstand  the  numbers  and  impetuosity 
of  the  foe,  and  Don  Gonzales  having  had  the 
mortification  to  see  his  regiment  cut  in 
pieces,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  army 
routed,  was  fain  to  yield  to  the  fortune  of  the 
day ;  yet  he  retired  as  became  a  man  of  honour 
and  a  Castilian  ;  that  is,  he  marched  off  with 
great  deliberation  in  the  rear  of  the  Spanish 
troops,  and  frequently  faced  about  to  check 
the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Indeed,  this  exer- 
cise of  his  courage  had  well  nigh  cost  him 
his  life  ;  for,  in  one  of  these  wheelings  he 
was  left  almost  alone,  and  a  small  party  of 
the  Portuguese  horse  had  actually  cut  off 
our  communication  with  the  retreatmg  force* 
of  Spain. 

In  this  dilemma,  we  had  no  other  chanco 
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jf  eaving  our  lives  and  liberty,  tiian  that  of 
Dpeniiig  a  passage  sword  in  liaiui ;  and  this 
was  what  Gonzales  instantly  resolved  to  at- 
tempt. We  accordingly  reeominended  our 
goule  to  God,  and  charging  tiie  line  abreast 
of  one  another,  bore  down  all  opposition,  and 
were  in  a  fair  way  of  accomplishing  our  re- 
treat without  further  danger;  but  the  gallant 
Orgullo,  in  crossing  a  ditch,  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  thrown  from  his  horse,  and  was 
almost  the  same  instant  overtaken  by  one 
of  the  Portuguese  dragoons,  whose  sword 
was  already  suspended  over  his  head,  as  he 
lay  half-stunned  with  his  fail ;  when  I  rode 
up,  discharged  a  pistol  in  the  ruffian's  brain, 
and,  seating  my  colonel  on  his  horse,  had  the 
good  fortune  to  conduct  him  to  a  place  of 
safety. 

Here  he  was  provided  with  such  accom- 
modation as  his  case  required ;  for  he  iiad 
been  wounded  in  the  battle,  and  dangerously 
bruised  by  his  fall,  and,  when  all  the  neces- 
sary steps  were  taken  towards  his  recovery, 
I  desired  to  know  if  he  had  any  further  com- 
mands for  my  service,  being  resolved  to  join 
the  army  without  delay.  I  thought  proper 
to  communicate  this  question  by  message, 
because  he  had  not  spoke  one  word  to  me 
during  our  retreat,  notwithstanding  the  good 
office  he  had  received  at  my  hands  ;  a  reserve 
which  I  attributed  to  his  pride,  and  resented 
accordingly.  He  no  sooner  understood  my 
intention,  than  he  desired  to  see  me  in  his 
apartment,  and,  as  near  as  I  can  remember, 
spoke  to  this  effect — 

"  Were  your  father  Don  Alonzo  alive,  I 
should  now,  in  consequence  of  your  beha- 
viour, banish  every  suggestion  of  resentment, 
and  solicit  his  friendship  with  great  sincerity. 
Yes,  Don  Diego,  your  virtue  hath  triumphed 
over  that  enmity  I  bore  your  house,  and  I 
upbraid  myself  with  the  ungenerous  treat- 
ment you  have  suffered  under  my  command. 
But  it  is  not  enough  for  me  to  withdraw  that 
rigour  which  it  was  unjust  to  exercise,  and 
would  be  wicked  to  maintain  :  I  must  like- 
wise atone  for  the  injuries  you  have  sustained, 
and  make  some  suitable  acknowledgement 
for  that  life  which  I  have  twice  to-day  owed 
to  your  valour  and  generosity.  Whatever 
interest  I  have  at  court  shall  be  employed  in 
your  behalf;  and  I  have  other  designs  in  your 
favour,  which  shall  be  disclosed  in  due  sea- 
son. Meanwhile,  I  desire  you  will  still  add 
one  obligation  to  the  debt  which  I  have  al- 
ready incurred,  and  carry  this  billet  in  person 
to  my  Estifania,  who,  from  the  news  of  this 
fatal  overthrow,  must  be  in  despair  upon  my 
account." 

So  Baying,  he  presented  a  letter,  directed 
,c  his  lady,  which  I  received  in  a  transport 
of  joy,  with  expressions  suitable  to  the  occa- 
sion, and  immediately  set  out  for  his  country- 
house,  which  happened  to  be  about  thirty 
leagues  from  the  spot.  This  expedition  was 
equally   glorious    and   interesting ;    for    my 


thoughts  upon  the  road  were  engrossed  by 
liie  Impe  of  seeing  Don  Orgullo's  daughter 
and  heiress  Antonia,  who  was  reported  to  be 
a  yoimg  lady  of  great  beauty,  and  the  most 
amiable  accomplisiunents.  However  ridicu- 
lous it  may  seem  for  a  man  to  conceive  a 
passion  for  an  object  which  he  hath  never 
beheld,  certain  it  is,  my  sentiments  were  so 
mucli  prepossessed  by  "the  fame  of  her  quali- 
fications, that  I  must  have  fallen  a  victim  to 
her  charms,  had  they  been  niucii  less  power- 
ful than  Ihoy  were.  Notwithstanding  the 
fatigues  I  had  undergone  in  the  field,  I  closed 
not  an  eye  until  I  arrived  at  tiicgate  of  Gon- 
zales,  being  determined  to  precede  the  report 
of  the  battle,  that  Madam  d'OrguIlo  might 
not  be  alarmed  for  the  life  of  her  husband. 

I  declared  my  errand,  and  was  introduced 
into  a  saloon,  whore  I  had  not  waited  above 
three  minutes,  when  my  colonel's  lady  ap- 
peared,  and,  in  great  confusion,  received  the 
letter,  exclaiming, — "  Heaven  grant  tiiat  Don 
Gonzales  be  well  I"  In  reading  the  contents, 
she  underwent  a  variety  of  agitations  ;  but, 
when  she  had  perused  the  whole,  her  coun- 
tenance regained  its  serenity,  and,  regarding 
me  with  an  air  of  ineffable  complacency, — 
"  Don  Diego,"  said  she,  "  while  I  lament  the 
national  calamity,  in  the  defeat  of  our  army, 
I  at  the  same  time  feel  the  most  sincere  plea- 
sure in  seeing  you  upon  this  occasion,  and, 
according  to  the  directions  of  my  dear  lord, 
bid  you  heartily  welcome  to  this  house,  as 
his  preserver  and  friend.  I  was  not  unac- 
quainted with  your  ciiaracter,  before  this  last 
triumph  of  your  virtue,  and  have  often  prayed 
to  Heaven  for  some  lucky  determination  of 
that  fatal  quarrel  which  raged  so  long  between 
the  family  of  Gonzales  and  your  father's 
house.  My  prayers  have  been  heard,  the 
long-wished-for  reconciliation  is  now  effect- 
ed, and  I  hope  nothing  will  ever  intervene  to 
disturb  this  happy  union." 

To  this  polite  and  affectionate  declaration, 
I  made  such  a  reply  as  became  a  young  man, 
whose  heart  overflowed  with  joy  and  benevo- 
lence, and  desired  to  know  how  soon  her 
onijwer  to  my  commander  would  be  ready, 
that  I  might  gratify  his  impatience  with  all 
possible  dispatch.  After  having  thanked  mo 
for  this  fresh  proof  of  my  attachment,  she 
begged  I  would  retire  into  a  chamber,  and 
repose  myself  from  the  uncommon  fatigues  ] 
must  have  undergone  ;  but,  finding  I  persisted 
in  the  resolution  of  returning  to  Don  Gon- 
zales, without  allowing  myself  the  least  ben- 
efit of  sleep,  she  left  me  engaged  in  conver- 
sation with  an  uncle  of  Don  Gonzales,  who 
lodged  in  the  house,  anc  gave  orders  that  a 
collation  should  be  prepared  in  another  apart- 
ment, while  she  retired  to  her  closet,  ana 
wrote  a  letter  to  her  husband. 

In  less  than  an  hour  from  my  first  arrival 
I  was  introduced  into  a  most  elegant  dining- 
room,  where  a  magnificent  entertainment 
was  served  up,  and  where  we  were  joined 
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Dy  Donna  Estifania,  and  her  beautiful  dautrli- 
ter  tlie  fair  Antonia,  who,  advancing  witli 
the  most  amiable  sweetness,  thanked  me,  in 
very  warm  expressions  of  acknowledgement, 
Tor  the  generosity  of  my  conduct  towards  her 
father.  I  had  been  ravished  with  her  first 
appearance,  \\''iiich  far  exceeded  my  imagi- 
nation, and  my  faculties  were  so  disordered 
by  this  address,  that  I  answered  her  compli- 
rr.ent  with  tlic  most  awkward  .confusion.  But 
this  disorder  did  not  turn  to  my  prejudice  in 
the  opinion  of  that  lovely  creature,  who  lias 
otlen  told  me  in  the  sequel,  that  she  gave 
iierself  credit  for  that  perplexity  in  my  be- 
haviour, and  that  I  never  appeared  more 
worthy  of  her  regard  and  affection  than  at 
t.hat  juncture,  when  my  dress  was  discom- 
posed, and  my  whole  person  disfigured  by 
the  toils  and  duty  of  the  preceding  day;  for 
this  very  dishabille  presented  itself  to  her 
reflection  as  the  immediate  effect  of  that  very 
merit  by  which  I  was  entitled  to  her  esteem. 

Wretch  that  I  am  !  to  survive  the  loss  of 
such  an  excellent  woman,  endeared  to  my 
remembrance  by  the  most  tender  offices  of 
wedlock,  happily  exercised  for  the  space  of 
five-and-twenty  years  !  Forgive  these  tears  ; 
they  are  not  the  drops  of  weakness,  but  re- 
morse. Not  to  trouble  you  with  idle  parti- 
culars, suffice  it  to  say,  I  was  favoured  with 
such  marks  of  distinction  by  Madame  d'Or- 
gullo,  that  she  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
her  to  let  me  know  she  had  not  overacted 
her  hospitality,  and,  while  we  sat  at  table, 
accosted  me  in  these  words. — "  You  will  not 
be  surprised,  Don  Diego,  at  my  expressions 
of  regard,  which  I  own  are  unusual  fi-om  a 
Spanish  lady  to  a  young  cavalier  like  you, 
when  I  communicate  the  contents  of  this  let- 
ter from  Don  Gonzales."  So  saying,  she 
put  the  billet  into  my  hand,  and  I  read  these 
words,  or  words  to  this  effect — 

"Amiable  Estifaxia, — You  will  under- 
.stand,  that  I  am  as  well  as  a  person  can  poss- 
ibly be  who  hath  this  day  lived  to  see  the 
army  of  his  king  defeated.  If  you  would 
know  the  particulars  of  this  unfortunate  ac- 
tion, your  curiosity  will  be  gratified  bv  the 
bearer,  Don  Diego  de  Zelos,  to  whose  virtue 
and  bravery  I  am  twice  indebted  for  my  life. 
I  therefore  desire  you  will  receive  him  with 
that  respect  and  gratitude  which  you  shall 
think  due  for  such  an  obligation  ;  and,  in  en- 
tertaining him,  dismiss  that  reserve  which 
often  disgraces  the  Spanish  hospitality.  In 
a  word,  let  your  own  virtue  and  beneficence 
conduct  you  upon  this  occasion,  and  let  my 
Antonia's  cndeavonrs  be  joined  with  your 
own  in  doing  honour  tc  the  preserver  of  her 
father.     Adieu." 

Such  a  testimonial  could  not  fail  of  being 
v^ery  agreeable  tc  a  young  soldier,  who  by 
lliis  time  had  begim  to  indulge  the  transport- 
ing hope  of  being  happy  in  the  arms  of  the 
adorable  Antonia.  I  professed  myself  ex- 
tremely happy  in  having  met  with  an  oppor- 


tunity of  acquiring  such  a  degree  of  my 
colonel's  esteem,  entertained  them  with  a 
detail  of  his  personal  prowess  in  the  battle, 
and  answered  all  their  questions  with  that 
moderation  which  every  rnan  ought  to  pre- 
serve in  speaking  of  his  own  behaviour.  Our 
repast  being  ended,  I  took  my  leave  of  the 
ladies,  and  at  parting  received  a  letter  from 
Donna  Estifania  to  lier  husband,  together 
with  a  ring  of  great  value,  which  she  begged 
I  would  accept,  as  a  token  of  her  esteem. 
Thus  loaded  with  honour  and  caresses,  I  set 
out  on  my  return  for  the  quarters  of  Don  Gon- 
zales, who  could  scarce  credit  his  own  eyes 
when  I  delivered  his  lady's  billet ;  for  he 
thought  it  impossible  to  perform  such  a  jour- 
ney in  so  short  a  time. 

When  he  had  glanced  over  the  paper, — 
"  Don  Diego,"  said  he,  "by  your  short  stay 
one  would  imagine  you  had  met  with  indif- 
ferent reception  at  my  house :  I  hope  Esti- 
fania has  not  been  deficient  in  her  duty "!  I 
answered  this  question,  by  assuring  him  my 
entertainment  had  been  so  agreeable  in  ail 
respects,  that  nothing  but  my  duty  to  him 
could  have  induced  me  to  give  it  up  so  soon. 
He  then  turned  tlie  conversation  upon  An- 
tonia, and  hinted  his  intention  of  giving  her 
in  marriage  to  a  young  cavalier,  for  whom 
he  had  a  particular  friendship.  I  was  so 
much  affected  by  this  insinuation,  which 
seemed  at  once  to  blast  all  my  hopes  of  love 
and  happiness,  that  the  blood  forsook  my 
face  ;  I  was  seized  with  a  universal  trepida- 
tion, and  even  obliged  to  retire,  on  pretence 
of  being  suddenly  taken  ill. 

Though  Gonzales  seemed  to  impute  this 
disorder  to  fatigue  and  want  of  rest,  he  in 
his  heart  ascribed  it  to  the  true  cause ;  and, 
after  having  sounded  my  sentiments  to  his 
own  satisfaction,  blest  me  with  a  declaration 
importing,  that  I  was  the  person  upon  whom 
he  had  pitched  for  a  son-in-law.  I  will  no* 
trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of  what  passed 
on  this  interesting  occasion,  but  proceed  to 
observe,  that  his  intention  in  my  favour  was 
far  from  being  disagreeable  to  his  lady  ;  and 
that,  in  a  little  time,  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  espouse  the  charming  Antonia,  who  sub- 
mitted to  the  will  of  her  father  without  re- 
luctance. 

Soon  after  this  happy  event,  I  was,  by  the 
influence  of  Don  Gonzales,  joined  to  my  own 
interest,  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment, and  servied  with  honour  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  war.  After  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  I  was  employed  in  reducing  the 
Catalans  to  their  allegiance  ;  and,  in  an  ac- 
tion with  those  obstinate  rebels,  had  the  mis- 
fortune  to  lose  my  father-in-law,  who  by  tha* 
time  was  preferred  to  the  rank  of  a  major- 
general.  The  virtuous  Estifania  did  not  long 
survive  this  melancholy  accident ;  and  the 
loss  of  these  indulgent  parents  made  such  8 
deep  impression  upon  the  tender  heart  of  my 
Antonia,  that  I  took  the  first  opportunity  of 
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removing  her  from  a  place  in  whicli  every 
Dbject  served  to  cherisli  her  gnof,  to  a  plea- 
sant villa  near  the  city  of  [Seville,  whicli  I 
purchased  on  account  of  its  agreeable  situa- 
tion. That  I  miirlit  the  more  perfectly  enjoy 
the  possession  of  my  amiable  partner,  who 
could  no  longer  brook  the  thoughts  of  another 
separation,  peace  was  no  sooner  re-estab- 
lished  than  I  obtained  leave  to  resign  my 
commission,  ind  1  wholly  devoted  myself  to 
the  joys  of  a  domestic  life. 

Heaven  seemed  to  smile  upon  our  union, 
by  blessing  us  with  a  son,  whom,  however, 
it  was  pleased  to  recall  in  his  infancy,  to  our 
unspeakable  grief  and  mortification  ;  but  our 
mutual  chagrin  was  afterwards  alleviated  by 
the  birth  of  a  daughter,  who  seemed  born 
with  every  accomplishment  to  excite  the  love 
and  admiration  of  mankind.  Why  did  nature 
debase  such  a  masterpiece  with  the  mixture 
of  an  alloy,  which  hath  involved  herself  and 
her  whole  family  in  perdition  ?  but  the  ways 
of  PrcA'idence  are  unsearchable.  She  hath 
paid  the  debt  of  her  degeneracy ;  peace  be 
with  her  soul !  The  honour  of  my  family  is 
vindicated  ;  though  by  a  sacrifice  which  hath 
robbed  me  of  every  thing  else  that  is  valuable 
in  life,  and  ruined  my  peace  past  all  redemp- 
tion. Yes,  my  friend,  all  the  tortures  that 
human  tyranny  can  inflict  v/ould  be  ease, 
tranquillity,  and  delight,  to  the  unspeakable 
pangs  and  horrors  I  liave  felt. 

Butto  return  from  this  digression.  Serafina, 
(vhich  was  the  name  of  that  little  darling,  as 
ehe  grew  up,  not  only  disclosed  all  the  natn- 
ral  graces  of  external  beauty,  but  likewise 
manifested  the  most  engaging  sweetness  of 
disposition,  and  a  capacity  for  acquiring  with 
ease  all  the  accomplishments  of  her  sex.  It 
is  impossible  to  convey  any  adequate  idea  of 
a  parent's  raptures  in  the  contemplation  of 
such  a  fair  blossom  :  she  was  the  only  pledge 
of  our  love,  she  was  presumptive  heiress  to 
a  large  fortune,  and  likely  to  be  the  sole  re- 
presentative of  two  noble  Castilian  families. 
She  was  the  delight  of  all  who  saw  her,  and 
a  theme  of  praise  for  every  tongue.  You  arc 
not  to  suppose  that  the  education  of  such  a 
child  was  neglected.  Indeed  it  wholly  en- 
grossed the  attention  of  me  and  my  Antonia, 
and  her  proficiency  rewarded  our  care.  Be- 
fore she  had  attained  the  age  of  fifteen,  she 
was  mistress  of  every  elegant  qualification, 
natural  and  acquired.  Her  person  was,  by 
that  time,  the  confessed  pattern  of  beauty. 
Her  voice  was  enchantingly  sweet,  and  she 
touched  the  lute  with  the  most  ravishing  dex- 
terity. Heaven  and  earth !  how  did  my 
breast  dilate  with  joy  at  the  thoughts  of  hav- 
ing given  birth  to  such  perfection  !  how  did 
my  heart  gush  with  paternal  fondness,  when- 
ever I  beheld  this  ornament  of  my  name  ! 
and  what  scenes  of  endearing  transport  have 
I  enjoyed  with  my  Antonia,  in  mutual  con- 
gratulation upon  our  parental  happiness. 

Serafina,  accomplished  as  she  was,  could 
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not  fiiil  to  make  conquests  aiuoiii;  the 
Spanish  cavaliers,  wl  o  are  famous  lor  sensi- 
bility in  love.  Indeed,  she  never  appeared 
without  a  numerous  train  of  admirers  ;  and, 
though  we  had  bred  her  up  in  that  ireedom 
of  conversation  and  intercourse  which  holds 
a  middle  space  between  the  French  license 
and  Spanish  restraint,  she  was  now  ec  much 
exposed  to  the  addresses  of  ])romi&cuous 
gallantry,  that  we  tbund  it  necessary  to 
retrench  the  liberty  of  our  house,  and  behave 
to  our  male  visitants  with  great  reserve  and 
circumspection,  that  our  honour  and  peace 
might  run  no  risk  from  the  youth  and  in- 
experience of  our  daughter. 

This  caution  produced  overtures  from  o 
great  many  young  gentlemen  of  ranlc  and 
distinction,  who  courted  my  alliance,  by  de- 
manding vSeralina  in  marriage  ;  and  from  ths 
number  I  had  actually  selected  one  person, 
who  was  in  all  respects  worthy  the  possession 
of  such  an  inestimable  prize.  His  name  was 
Don  Manuel  de  Mendoza :  his  birth  was 
noble,  and  his  character  dignified  with  re- 
peated acts  of  generosity  and  virtue.  Yet, 
before  I  would  signify  to  jiim  my  approbation 
of  his  suit,  I  resolved  to  inform  myself 
whether  or  not  the  heart  of  Serafina  was 
totally  unengaged,  and  indifferent  to  any 
other  object,  that  I  might  not  lay  a  tyrannical 
restraint  upon  her  inclinations.  The  result 
of  my  inquiry  was  a  full  conviction  of  her 
having  hitherto  been  deaf  to  the  voice  o( 
love;  and  this  piece  of  information,  together 
with  my  own  sentiments  in  his  favour,  I 
communicated  to  Don  Manuel,  who  heard 
these  tidings  with  transports  of  gratitude  and 
joy.  Pie  was  immediately  favoured  witii 
opportunities  of  acquiring  the  affection  of  my 
daughter,  and  his  endeavours  were  at  first 
received  with  such  respectful  civility,  aa 
might  have  been  easily  warmed  into  a  mutual 
passion,  had  not  the  evil  genius  of  our  family 
interposed. 

O  my  friend!  how  shall  I  describe  the 
depravity  of  that  unhappy  virgin's  sentiments ! 
how  recount  the  particulars  of  my  own  dis- 
honour !  I  that  am  descended  from  a  long  line 
of  illustrious  Castilians,  who  never  received  an 
injury  they  did  not  revenge,  but  washed  away 
every  blemish  in  their  fame  with  the  blood 
of  those  who  attempted  to  stain  it.  In  that 
circumstance  I  have  imitated  the  example  of 
my  glorious  progenitors,  and  that  considers 
tion  alone  hath  supported  me  against  all  tho 
assaults  of  despair. 

As  I  grudged  no  pains  and  expense  in  per 
footing  the  education  of  Serafina,  my  doors 
were  open  to  every  person  who  made  an 
extraordinary  figure  in  the  profession  of 
those  amusing  sciences  in  which  she  delight- 
ed. The  house  of  Don  Diego  de  Zelos  was 
a  little  academy  for  painting,  poetry,  and 
music  ;  and  Heaven  decreed  that  it  should 
fall  a  sacrifice  to  its  regard  for  these  fatal 
and  delusive  arts.     Among  other  preceptors 
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it  was  her  fate  to  be  under  the  instruction  of 
a  cursed  German,  who,  though  his  profession 
was  drawing,  understood  the  elements  and 
theory  of  music,  possessed  a  large  fund  of 
learning  and  taste,  and  was  a  person  re- 
markable for  his  agreeable  conversation. 
This  traitor,  who  like  you  had  lost  one  eye, 
I  not  only  admitted  into  my  house  for  the 
improvement  of  my  daughter,  but  even  dis- 
■  inguished  with  particular  marks  of  confidence 
and  favour,  little  thinking  he  had  either  in- 
clination  or  capacity  to  debauch  the  senti- 
ments of  my  child.  I  was  rejoiced  beyond 
measure  to  see  with  what  alacrity  she  re- 
ceived his  lessons,  with  what  avidity  she 
.istened  to  his  discourse,  which  was  always 
equally  moral,  instructing,  and  entertaining. 

Antonia  seemed  to  vie  with  me  in  ex- 
pressions of  regard  for  this  accomplished 
stranger,  whom  she  could  not  help  supposing 
to  be  a  person  of  rank  and  family,  reduced  to 
his  present  situation  by  some  unfortunate 
vicissitude  of  fate.  I  was  disposed  to  concur 
with  this  opinion,  and  actually  conjured  him 
to  make  me  his  confidant,  with  such  protesta- 
tions as  left  him  no  room  to  doubt  my  honour 
and  beneficence ;  but  he  still  persisted  in 
declaring  himself  the  son  of  an  obscure 
mechanic  in  Bohemia ;  an  origin  to  which 
surely  no  man  would  pretend  who  had  the 
least  claim  to  nobility  of  birth.  While  I  was 
thus  undeceived  in  my  conjecture  touching 
his  birth  and  quality,  I  was  confirmed  in  an 
opinion  of  his  integrity  and  moderation,  and 
looked  upon  him  as  a  man  of  honour,  in 
despite  of  the  lowness  of  his  pedigree.  Never- 
theless, he  was  at  bottom  a  most  perfidious 
wretch,  and  all  this  modesty  and  self-denial 
were  the  effects  of  the  most  villainous  dis- 
simulation, a  cloak  under  which  he,  un- 
suspected, robbed  me  of  my  honour  and  my 
peace. 

Not  to  trouble  you  with  particulars,  the 
recital  of  which  would  tear  my  heart-strings 
with  indignation  and  remorse,  I  shall  only 
observe,  that,  by  the  power  of  his  infernal 
msinuation,  he  fascinated  the  heart  of  Sera- 
fina,  brought  over  Antonia  herself  to  the 
interests  of  his  passion,  and  at  once  detached 
tiiem  both  from  their  duty  and  religion. 
Heaven  and  earth!  how  dangerous,  how  irre- 
sistible is  the  power  of  infatuation  !  While  1 
remained  in  the  midst  of  this  blind  security, 
waiting  for  the  nuptials  of  my  daughter,  and 
indulging  myself  with  the  vain  prospect  of 
her  approaching  felicity,  Antonia  found  means 
to  protract  the  negotiation  of  the  marriage, 
oy  representing  that  it  would  be  a  pity  to  de- 
])rive  Serafina  of  the  opportunity  she  then 
had  of  profiting  by  the  German's  instructions; 
and,  upon  that  account,  I  prevailed  upon  Don 
Manuel  to  bridle  the  impatience  of  Jiis  love. 

During  this  interval,  as  I  one  evening 
enjoyed  the  cool  air  in  my  own  garden,  I  was 
accosted  by  an  old  duenna,  who  had  been  my 
nurse  and  lived  in  the  family  since  the  time 


of  my  childhood. — "  My  dity,"  said  sho, 
"  will  no  longer  permit  me  to  wink  in  silence 
at  the  wrongs  I  see  you  daily  suflier.  Dismiss 
that  German  from  your  house  without  delay 
if  you  respect  the  glorj'  of  your  name,  and 
the  rights  of  our  holy  religion ;  the  stranger 
is  an  abominable  heretic ;  and,  grant  Heaven  ! 
he  may  not  have  already  poisoned  the  minds 
of  those  you  hold  most  dear."  I  had  been 
e.xtremely  alarmed  at  the  beginning  of  this 
address  ;  but,  finding  the  imputation  limited 
to  the  article  of  religion,  in  which,  thank 
God,  I  am  no  bigot,  I  recovered  my  serenity 
of  disposition,  thanked  the  old  woman  for 
her  zeal,  commended  her  piety,  and  en- 
couraged her  to  persevere  in  making  observa- 
tions on  such  subjects  as  should  concern  my 
honour  and  my  quiet. 

VV^e  live  in  such  a  world  of  wickedness 
and  fraud,  that  a  man  cannot  be  too  vigilant 
in  his  own  defence :  had  I  employed  such 
spies  from  the  beginning,  I  should  in  all  pro- 
bability  have  been  at  this  day  in  possession 
of  every  comfort  that  renders  life  agreeable. 
The  duenna,  thus  authorized,  employed  her 
sagacity  with  such  success,  that  I  had  reason 
to  suspect  the  German  of  a  design  upon  the 
heart  of  Serafina  ;  but,  as  the  presumptions 
did  not  amount  to  conviction,  I  contented 
myself  with  exiling  him  from  my  house, 
under  the  prete.xt  of  having  discovered  that 
he  was  an  enemy  to  the  catholic  church  ;  and 
forthwith  appointed  a  day  for  the  celebration 
of  my  daughter's  marriage  with  Don  Manuel 
de  Mendoza.  I  could  easily  perceive  a  cloud 
of  melancholy  overspread  the  faces  of  Sera- 
fina and  her  mother,  when  I  declared  these 
my  resolutions  ;  but,  as  they  made  no  objec- 
tion to  what  I  proposed,  I  did  not  at  that  time 
enter  into  an  explanation  of  the  true  motives 
that  influenced  my  conduct.  Both  parties 
were  probably  afraid  of  such  expostulation. 

Meanwhile  preparations  were  made  for  the 
espousals  of  Serafina  ;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  anxiety  I  had  undergone,  on  account  of 
her  connection  with  the  German,  I  began  to 
think  that  her  duty,  her  glory  had  triumphec 
over  all  such  low-born  considerations,  if  ever 
they  had  been  entertained  ;  because  she,  ana 
even  Antonia,  seemed  to  expect  the  cero- 
mony  with  resignation,  though  the  features 
of  both  still  retained  evident  marks  of  con- 
cern, which  I  willingly  imputed  to  the  mutual 
prospect  of  their  separation.  This,  however, 
was  but  a  faithless  calm,  that  soon,  ah  !  too 
soon,  brought  forth  a  tempest  which  hath 
wrecked  my  hopes. 

Two  days  before  the  appointed  union  of 
Don  Manuel  and  Serafina,  I  was  informed 
by  the  duenna,  that,  while  she  accompanied 
Antonia's  waiting-maid  at  church,  she  had 
seen  her  receive  a  oillet  from  an  old  woman, 
who,  kneeling  at  her  side,  had  conveyed  it  in 
such  a  mysterious  manner,  as  awakened  the 
duenna's  apprehensions  about  her  young 
I  lady ;  she  had  therefore  hastened  home   tc 
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coinminiicate  thi?  piece  of  intelligence,  that 
(  might  have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  messenger  before  she  should  have  time 
to  deposit  her  trust.  I  could  not  jielp 
shivering  with  fearful  presages  upon  this 
occasion,  and  even  abhorring  the  person  to 
whose  duty  and  zeal  I  was  beiiolden  for  the 
intelligence,  even  while  I  endeavoured  to 
persuade  myself  that  the  inquiry  would  end 
in  the  detection  of  some  paltry  intrigue  be- 
tween the  maid  and  her  own  gallant.  I  in- 
tercepted her  in  returning  from  church,  and, 
commanding  her  to  follow  me  to  a  convenient 
place,  extorted  from  her,  by  dint  of  threats, 
the  fatal  letter,  which  I  read  to  this  effect. 

"  The  whole  business  of  my  life,  O  divine 
Serafina !  will  be  to  repay  that  affection  I 
have  been  so  happy  as  to  engage.  With 
what  transport  then  shall  I  obey  your  sum- 
mons, in  performing  that  enterprise  which 
will  rescue  you  from  the  bed  of  a  detested 
rival,  and  put  myself  in  full  possession  of  a 
jewel  which  I  value  infinitely  more  than  life. 
Yes,  adorable  creature !  I  have  provided 
every  thing  for  our  escape,  and  at  midnight 
will  attend  you  in  your  own  apartment,  from 
whence  you  shall  be  conveyed  into  a  land  of 
liberty  and  peace,  where  you  will,  unmolested, 
enjoy  the  purity  of  that  religion  you  have 
espoused,  and  in  full  security  bless  the  arms 
of  your  ever  faithful  Orlando." 

Were  you  a  fond  parent,  a  tender  husband, 
and  a  noble  Castilian,  I  should  not  need  to 
mention  the  unutterable  horrors  that  took 
possession  of  my  bosom,  when  I  perused  this 
accursed  letter,  by  which  I  learned  the  apos- 
tacy,  disobedience,  and  degeneracy,  of  my 
idolized  Serafina,  who  had  overthrown  and 
destroyed  the  whole  plan  of  felicity  which  I 
had  erected,  and  blasted  all  the  glories  of  my 
name ;  and  when  the  wretched  messenger, 
terrified  by  my  menaces  and  agitation,  con- 
fessed that  Antonia  herself  was  privy  to  the 
guilt  of  her  daughter,  whom  she  had  solemnly 
betrothed  to  that  vile  German,  in  sight  of 
Heaven,  and  that,  by  her  connivance,  this 
plebeian  intended,  that  very  night,  to  bereave 
me  of  my  cliild,  I  was  for  some  moments 
stupefied  with  grief  and  amazement,  that  gave 
way  to  an  ecstasy  of  rage,  which  had  well 
nigh  terminated  in  rage  and  distraction. 

I  now  tremble,  and  my  head  grows  giddy 
with  the  remembrance  of  that  dreadful  occa- 
sion :  behold  how  the  drops  trickle  down  my 
forehead  ;  this  agony  is  a  fierce  and  familiar 
visitant,  I  shall  banish  it  anon.  I  summoned 
iny  pride,  my  resentment,  to  my  assistance ; 
these  are  the  cordials  that  support  me  against 
all  other  reflections ;  those  were  the  aux- 
Jiarics  that  enabled  me,  in  the  day  of  trial, 
to  perform  that  sacrifice  which  my  honour 
demanded,  in  a  strain  so  loud  as  to  drown  the 
cries  of  nature,  love,  and  compassion.  Yes, 
they  espoused  that  gloiy  which  humanity 
would  have  betrayed,  and  my  revenge  was 
Dublc,  though  unnatural. 
3D 


My  scheme  was  soon  laid,  my  resolution 
soon  taken  ;  I  privately  confined  tiie  wretch 
who  had  been  the  industrious  slave  of  this 
infamous  conspiracy,  tiiat  she  might  take  no 
step  to  frustrate  or  interrupt  the  execution 
of  my  design.  Then  repairing  to  the  house 
of  an  apothecary  who  was  devoted  to  my 
service,  communicated  my  intention,  which 
he  durst  not  condemn,  and  could  not  reveal 
without  breaking  the  oath  of  secrecy  1  had 
imposed  ;  and  he  furnished  me  with  two  vials 
of  poison  fur  the  dismal  catastrophe  I  had 
planned.  Thus  provided,  I,  on  pretence  of 
sudden  business  at  Seville,  carefully  avoided 
the  dear,  the  wretched  pair,  whom  I  had  de- 
voted to  death,  that  my  heart  might  not 
relent,  by  means  of  those  tender  ideas  which 
the  sight  of  them  would  have  infallibly  in- 
spired ;  and,  when  day-light  vanished,  took 
my  station  near  that  part  of  the  house  through 
which  the  villain  must  have  entered  on  his 
hellish  purpose.  There  I  stood,  in  a  state 
of  horrid  expectation,  my  soul  ravaged  with 
the  different  passions  that  assailed  it,  until 
the  fatal  moment  arrived  ;  when  I  perceived 
the  traitor  approach  the  window  of  a  lowei 
apartment,  which  led  into  that  of  Serafina 
and  gently  lifting  the  casement,  which  wa* 
purposely  left  unsecured,  insinuate  half  ot 
his  body  into  the  house  :  then  rushing  upon 
him,  in  a  transport  of  fury,  I  plunged  my 
sword  into  his  heart,  crying, — "  Villain : 
receive  the  reward  of  thy  treachery  and 
presumption." 

The  steel  was  so  well  aimed  as  to  reiider 
a  repetition  of  the  stroke  unnecessary  ;  he 
uttered  one  groan,  and  fell  breathless  at  my 
feet.  Exulting  with  this  first  success  of  my 
revenge,  I  penetrated  into  the  chamber  where 
the  robber  of  my  peace  was  expected  by  the 
unhappy  Serafina  and  her  mother,  who,  see- 
ing me  enter  with  a  most  savage  aspect,  and 
a  sword  reeking  with  the  vengeance  I  had 
taken,  seemed  almost  petrified  with  fear. 
"  Behold,"  said  I,  "  the  blood  of  that  base 
plebeian,  who  made  an  attempt  upon  the 
honour  of  my  house  :  your  conspiracy  against 
the  unfortunate  Don  Diego  de  Zelos  is  now 
discovered ;  that  presumptuous  slave,  the 
favoured  Orlando,  is  now  no  more. 

Scarce  had  I  pronounced  these  words, 
when  a  loud  scream  was  uttered  by  both  the 
unhappy  victims.  "  If  Orlando  is  slain," 
cried  the  infatuated  Serafina,  "  what  have  I 
to  do  with  life]  O  my  dear  lord!  my  hus- 
band, and  my  lover  I  how  are  our  promised 
joys  at  once  cut  off  I  here  strike,  my  father, 
complete  your  barbarous  sacrifice,  the  spirit 
of  the  murdered  Orlando  still  hovers  for  hie 
wife."  These  frantic  exclamations,  in  which 
she  was  joined  by  Antonia,  kept  up  the  fury  of 
my  resentment,  which  by  meekness  and  sub- 
mission might  have  been  weakened  and  ren- 
dered ineffectual.  "  Yes,  hapless  wretches," 
I  replied,  "ye  shall  enjoy  your  wish:  the 
honour  o'"  *ny  name  requires  that  both  shali 
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die;  yet  I  will  not  mangle  the  breast  of 
Antonia,  on  which  I  have  so  often  reposed  ; 
I  will  not  sited  the  blood  of  Zelos.  nor  dis- 
fig-ure  the  beauteous  form  of  Serafina,  on 
which  I  have  so  often  gazed  with  wonder  and 
unspeakable  delight :  here  is  an  elixir,  to 
v\'liich  I  trust  the  consummation  of  my  re- 
venge." 

So  saj  !ng,  I  emptied  the  vials  into  sepa- 
rate cups,  and,  presenting  one  in  each  hand, 
the  miserable,  the  fair  offenders  instantly 
received  the  destined  draughts,  which  they 
drank  without  hesitation;  then  praying  to 
Heaven  for  the  wretched  Don  Diego,  sunk 
upon  the  same  couch,  and  expired  without 
a  groan.  O  well-contrived  beverage  !  O  hap- 
py composition,  by  which  all  the  miseries  of 
life  are  so  easily  cured  ! 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Antonia  and  Serafina: 
these  hands  were  the  instruments  that  de- 
prived them  of  life,  these  eyes  beheld  them 
the  richest  prize  that  deatli  liad  ever  won. 
Powers  supreme  !  does  Don  Diego  live  to 
make  this  recapitulation "?  I  have  done  my 
duty  ;  but  ah  !  I  am  haunted  by  the  furies  of 
remorse  :  I  am  tortured  with  the  incessant 
stings  of  remembrance  and  regret ;  even  now 
the  images  of  my  wife  and  daughter  present 
themselves  to  my  imagination.  All  the  scenes 
of  happiness  I  have  enjoyed  as  a  lover,  hus- 
band, and  parent,  all  the  endearing  hopes  I 
iiave  cherished,  now  pass  in  review  before 
me,  embittering  the  circumstances  of  my 
inexpressible  woe  ;  and  I  consider  myself  as 
a  solitary  outcast  from  all  the  comforts  of 
society.  But,  enough  of  these  unmanly  com- 
plaints, the  yearnings  of  nature  are  too  im- 
portunate. 

Having  completed  my  vengeance,  I  retired 
into  my  closet,  and,  furnishing  myself  with 
some  ready  money,  and  jewels  of  considera- 
ble value,  went  into  the  stable,  saddled  my 
favourite  steed,  which  I  instantly  mounted, 
and,  before  the  tumults  of  my  breast  subsided, 
found  myself  at  the  town  of  St  Lucar.  There 
I  learned  from  inquiry,  that  there  was  a  Dutch 
bark  in  the  harbour  ready  to  sail :  upon  which 
I  addressed  myself  to  the  master,  who,  for  a 
suitable  gratification,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
weigh  anchor  that  same  night;  so  that,  em- 
barking without  delay,  I  soon  bid  eternal 
adieu  to  my  native  country.  It  was  not  from 
reason  and  reflection  that  I  took  these  mea- 
sures for  my  personal  safety  ;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  involuntary  instinct,  that  seems 
to  operate  in  tlic  animal  machine,  while  the 
faculty  of  thinking  is  suspended. 

To  what  dreadful  reckoning  was  I  called, 
when  reason  resumed  her  function !  You 
may  believe  me,  my  friend,  when  I  assure 
you,  that  I  should  not  have  outlived  those 
tragedies  I  acted  Iiad  I  not  been  restrained 
from  doing  violence  upon  myself  by  certain 
considerations  which  no  man  of  honour  ought 
to  set  aside.  I  could  not  bear  the  thought 
■M  fal'ing  ing  oriously  by  the  hand  of  an  exe- 


cutioner, and  entailing  disgrace  upon  a  tamilj 
that  knew  no  stain  ;  and  I  was  deterred  from 
putting  an  end  to  my  own  misery,  by  the 
apprehensions  of  posthumous  censure,  which 
would  have  represented  me  as  a  desponding 
wretch,  utterly  destitute  of  that  patience, 
fortitude,  and  resignation,  which  are  t.hc 
characteristics  of  a  true  Castilian.  I  waa 
also  influenced  by  religious  motives,  that 
suggested  to  me  the  necessity  of  living,  to 
atone,  by  my  sutTerings  and  sorrow,  for  the 
guilt  I  had  incurred  in  complying  with  a 
savage  punctilio,  which  is,  I  fear,  displeasing 
in  the  sight  of  Heaven. 

These  were  the  reasons  tiiat  opposed  my 
entrance  into  that  peaceful  harbour  which 
death  presented  to  my  view;  and  they  were 
soon  reinforced  by  another  principle  that 
sanctioned  my  determination  to  continue  at 
the  servile  oar  of  life.  In  consequence  of 
unfavourable  winds,  our  vessel  for  some  days 
made  small  progress  in  her  voyage  to  Hol- 
land, and  near  the  coast  of  Gallicia  we  were 
joined  by  an  English  ship  from  Vigo,  the 
master  of  which  gave  us  to  understand,  that 
before  he  set  sail,  a  courier  had  arrived  from 
Madrid  at  that  place,  with  orders  for  the 
corregidor  to  prevent  the  escape  of  any  native 
Spaniard  by  sea  from  any  port  within  his 
district;  and  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours 
to  apprehend  the  person  of  Don  Diego  dc 
Zelos,  who  was  suspected  of  treasonable 
practices  against  the  state.  Such  an  order, 
with  a  minute  description  of  my  person,  waa 
at  the  same  time  despatched  to  all  the  sea- 
ports and  frontier  places  in  Spain. 

You  may  easily  suppose  how  1,  who  was 
already  overwhelmed  with  distress,  could 
bear  this  aggravation  of  misfortune  and  dis- 
grace: I,  who  had  always  maintained  the 
reputation  of  loyalty,  which  was  acquired  at 
the  hazard  of  my  life,  and  the  expense  of  my 
blood.  To  deal  candidly,  I  must  own,  that 
this  intelligence  roused  me  from  a  lethargy 
of  grief,  which  had  begun  to  overpower  my 
faculties.  I  immediately  imputed  this  dis- 
honourable charge  to  the  evil  offices  of  some 
villain,  who  had  basely  taken  the  advantage 
of  my  deplorable  situation,  and  I  was  inflamed, 
inspired  with  the  desire  of  vindicating  my 
fame,  and  revenging  the  injury.  Thus  ani- 
mated,  I  resolved  to  disguise  myself  effect- 
ually from  the  observation  of  those  spies 
which  every  nation  finds  its  account  in  em- 
ploying in  foreign  countries:  I  purchased 
this  habit  from  the  Dutch  navigator,  in  whose 
house  I  kept  myself  concealed,  after  our 
arrival  at  Amsterdam,  until  my  beard  was 
grown  to  a  sufficient  length  to  favour  my 
design,  and  then  appeared  as  a  Persian  dealer 
in  jewels.  As  I  could  gain  no  satisfactory 
information  touching  myself  in  this  country, 
had  no  purpose  to  pursue,  and  was  extremely 
miserable  among  a  people,  who,  being  mer- 
cenary and  unsocial,  were  very  ill  adapted 
to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  my  condition,  ' 
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jratitied  my  landlord  for  liis  important  ser- 
vices, with  the  best  purt  of  my  etlects  ;  and 
liaving,  by  this  means,  procured  a  certilicale 
from  the  mairistracy,  repaired  to  Rotterdam, 
fj-om  whence  I  set  out  in  atravellinij  carriatre 
for  Antwerp,  on  my  way  to  this  capital ;  hop- 
ing', with  a  succession  of  ditferent  objects,  to 
mitigate  the  anguish  of  my  mind,  and  by  the 
most  industrious  inquiry,  to  learn  such  parti- 
culars of  that  false  impeachment,  as  would 
"Enable  me  to  take  measures  for  my  own  jus- 
titication,  as  well  as  for  projecting  a  plan  of 
revenge  against  the  vile  periidious  author. 

This,  I  imagined,  would  be  no  ditficult  task, 
considering  the  friendship  and  intercourse 
subsisting  between  the  Spanish  and  French 
nations,  and  the  communicative  disposition 
for  which  tlic  Parisians  are  renowned  ;  but 
I  have  found  myself  egregiousiy  deceived  in 
my  expectation  :  the  olhcers  of  the  police  in 
this  city  are  so  inquisilive  and  vigilant,  that 
the  most  minute  action  <if  a  stranger  is  scru- 
tinized with  great  severity  ;  and,  although  the 
inhabitants  are  very  frank  in  discoursing  on 
indifferent  subjects,  they  are  at  the  same  time 
extremely  cautious  in  avoiding  all  conversa- 
tion that  turns  upon  state  occurrences  and 
maxims  of  government.  In  a  word,  the 
peculiarity  of  my  appearance  subjects  me  so 
much  to  particular  observation,  that  I  have 
hitherto  thought  proper  to  devour  my  griefs  in 
silence,  and  even  to  bear  the  want  of  almost 
every  convenience,rather  than  hazarda  prema- 
ture discovery,  by  offering  my  jewels  to  sale. 

In  this  emergency  I  have  been  so  far  for- 
tunate as  to  become  acquainted  with  you, 
whom  I  look  upon  as  a  man  of  honour  and 
humanity.  Indeed,  I  was  at  first  sight  pre- 
possessed in  your  favour  :  for,  notwithstand- 
ing the  mistakes  which  men  daily  commit  in 
judging  from  appearances,  there  is  something 
in  the  physiognomy  of  a  stranger  from  which 
one  cannot  help  forming  an  opinion  of  his 
character  and  disposition.  For  once,  my 
penetration  hath  not  failed  me  ;  your  beha- 
viour justifies  my  decision  ;  you  have  treated 
me  with  that  sympathy  and  respect  which 
none  but  the  generous  will  pay  to  the  unfor- 
tunate. I  have  trusted  you  accordingly :  I 
have  put  my  life,  my  honour  in  your  power ; 
and  I  must  beg  leave  to  depend  upon  your 
friendship  fur  obtaining  that  satisfaction  for 
which  alone  1  seek  to  live.  Vour  employ- 
ment engages  you  in  tlie  gay  world  :  you 
daily  mingle  with  the  societies  of  men  ;  the 
domestics  of  the  Spanish  ambassador  will 
not  shun  your  acquaintance  ;  you  may  fre- 
quent the  coffeehouses  to  which  they  resort; 
and,  in  the  course  of  these  occasions,  unsus- 
pected, inform  yourself  of  that  mysterious 
charge  which  lies  heavy  on  the  fame  of  the 
unfortunate  Don  Diego.  I  must  likewise 
implore  your  assistance  in  converting  my 
jewels  into  money,  that  I  may  breathelnde- 
oendent  of  man,  until  Heaven  shall  permit 
Bf  to  finish  this  weary  pilgrimage  of  life. 

36* 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

A  flagrant  instance  of  Fathom's  virtue,  in 
the  manner  of  his  retreat  to  England. 

Fathom,  who  liad  lent  an  attentive  car  to 
every  circumstance  of  this  disastrous  stor}", 
no  sooner  heard  it  conciud(;d,  than,  with  an 
aspect  of  generous  and  cordial  compassion, 
not  even  unattended  with  tears,  he  condoled 
the  lamentable  fate  of  Don  Diego  de  Zelos, 
deplored  the  untimely  death  of  the  gentle 
Antonia  and  the  fair  Serafina,  and  undertook 
the  interests  of  the  wretched  Castilian  with 
such  warmth  of  sympathizing  zeal,  as  drew 
a  tlood  from  his  eyes,  while  ho  wrung  his 
benefactor's  hand  in  a  transport  of  gratitude. 
Those  were  literally  tears  of  joy,  or  at  least 
of  satisfaction,  on  both  sides  ;  as  our  hero 
wept  with  affection  and  attachment  to  the 
jewels  that  were  to  be  committed  to  his  care  : 
but,  far  tVom  discovering  the  true  source  ot 
his  tenderness,  he  aftected  to  dissuade  the 
Spaniard  from  parting  with  the  diamonds, 
which  he  counselled  him  to  reserve  for  a  more 
pressing  occasion ;  and,  in  the  meantime, 
earnestly  entreated  him  to  depend  upon  his 
friendship  for  present  relief  This  generous 
proiier  served  only  to  confirm  Don  Diego's 
resolution,  which  he  fortliwith  executed,  by 
putting  into  the  hands  of  Ferdinand  jewels 
to  the  value  of  a  thousand  crowns,  and  de- 
siring him  to  detain  for  his  own  use  any 
part  of  the  sum  they  wculd  raise.  Our  ad- 
venturer thanked  him  for  the  good  opinion 
he  entertained  of  his  integrity;  an  opinion 
fully  manifested  in  honouring  him  with  such 
important  confidence ;  and  assured  him  he 
would  transact  his  affairs  with  the  utmost 
diligence,  caution,  and  dispatch.  The  even- 
ing being  by  this  time  almost  consumed, 
these  new  allies  retired  separately  to  rest; 
tl'.ough  each  passed  the  night  without  repose, 
in  very  different  reflections,  the  Castilian 
being,  as  usual,  agitated  with  the  unceasing 
pangs  of  his  unalterable  misery,  interspersed 
with  gleaming  hopes  of  revenge  ;  and  Fathom 
being  kept  awake  with  revolving  plans  for 
turning  his  fellow-lodger's  credulity  to  his 
own  advantage.  From  the  nature  of  the 
Spaniard's  situation,  he  might  have  appro- 
priated the  jewels  to  himself,  and  remained 
in  Paris  without  fear  of  a  prosecution,  be- 
cause the  injured  party  had,  by  the  above 
narrative,  left  his  life  and  liberty  at  discretion; 
but  he  did  not  think  himself  secure  from  the 
personal  resentment  of  an  cnrai,-ed  desperate 
Castilian,  and  therefore  deterniiiind  to  with- 
draw  himself  privately  into  tiiat  country 
where  he  had  all  along  proposed  to  fix  the 
standard  of  his  finesse,  which  fortune  had 
now  empowered  hiin  to  exercise  accordinx; 
to  his  wish. 

Bent  upon  this  retreat,  he  wei  t  abroad  in 


428 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


the  morning,  on  pretence  of  acting  in  the 
concerns  of  Jiis  friind  Don  Diego,  and,  hav- 
ing hired  a  post-chaise  to  be  ready  at  the 
dawning  of  next  day,  returned  to  his  lodgings, 
wliere  he  cajoled  the  Spaniard  with  a  feigned 
report  of  his  negotiation  ;  then,  securing  his 
most  valuable  etFects  about  his  person,  arose 
with  the  cock,  repaired  to  tlie  place  at  which 
he  had  appointed  to  meet  the  postilion  with 
the  carriage,  and  set  out  for  England  without 
further  delay,  leaving  the  unhappy  Zelos  to 
the  horrors  of  indigence,  and  the  additional 
agony  of  this  fresh  disappointment.  Yet  he 
was  not  the  only  person  affected  by  the  ab- 
rupt departure  of  Fathom,  which  was  hastened 
by  the  importunities,  threats,  and  reproaches, 
of  his  landlord's  daughter,  whom  he  had  de- 
bauched under  promise  of  marriage,  and  now 
left  in  the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy. 

Notwithstanding  the  dangerous  adventure 
in  which  he  had  been  formerly  involved  by 
travelling  in  the  night,  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  make  the  usual  halts  on  this  journey 
ibr  sleep  or  refreshment,  nor  did  he  once 
quit  the  chaise  till  his  arrival  at  Boulogne, 
which  he  reached  in  twenty  hours  after  his 
departure  from  Paris.  Here  he  thought  he 
might  safely  indulge  himself  with  a  comfort- 
able meal ;  accordingly  he  bespoke  a  poulard 
for  dinner,  and,  while  that  was  preparing, 
went  forth  to  view  the  city  and  harbour. 
When  he  beheld  the  white  cliffs  of  Albion, 
his  heart  throbbed  with  all  the  joy  of  a  be- 
loved son,  who,  after  a  tedious  and  fatiguing 
voyage,  reviews  the  chimneys  of  his  father's 
house.  He  surveyed  the  neighbouring  coast 
of  England  with  fond  and  longing  eyes,  like 
another  Moses,  reconnoitring  the  land  of 
Canaan  from  the  top  of  Mount  Pisgah ;  and 
to  such  a  degree  of  impatience  was  he  in- 
flamed by  the  sight,  that,  instead  of  proceed- 
ing to  Calais,  he  resolved  to  take  his  passage 
directly  from  Boulogne,  even  if  he  should 
hire  a  vessel  for  the  purpose.  With  these 
sentiments,  he  inquired  if  there  was  any  ship 
bound  for  England,  and  was  so  fortunate  as 
to  find  the  master  of  a  small  bark,  who  in- 
tended to  weigh  anchor  for  Deal  that  same 
evening  at  high  water. 

Transported  with  this  information,  he  im- 
mediately agreed  for  his  passage,  sold  the 
post-chaise  to  his  landlord  for  thirty  guineas, 
as  a  piece  of  furniture  for  which  he  could 
have  no  further  use,  purchased  a  portmanteau, 
together  with  some  linen  and  wearing  apparel, 
and,  at  the  recommendation  of  his  host,  took 
into  his  service  an  extra-postilion  or  helper, 
who  had  formerly  worn  the  livery  of  a  travel- 
ling marquis.  This  new  domestic,  whose 
name  was  Maurice,  underwent,  with  great 
appla':se,  the  examination  of  our  hero,  who 
perceived  in  him  a  fund  of  sagacity  and 
presence  of  mind,  by  which  ]}e  was  excel- 
lently qualified  for  being  the  valet  of  an 
adventurer  :  he  was  therefore  accommodated 
*ith  a  second-hand  suit,  and  another  shirt. 


and  at  once  listed  under  the  banners  of  Couii> 
Fathom,  who  spent  the  whole  afrernoon  in 
giving  him  proper  instructions  for  the  regula- 
tion  of  his  conduct. 

Having  settled  these  preliminaries  to  hia 
own  satisfaction,  he  and  his  baggage  were 
embarked  about  six  o'clock  in  the  month  of 
September,  and  it  was  not  without  emotion 
that  he  found  himself  benighted  upon  the 
great  deep,  of  which,  before  the  preceding 
day,  he  had  never  enjoyed  even  the  most 
distant  prospect.  However,  he  was  not  a 
man  to  be  afraid  where  there  was  really  no 
appearance  of  danger ;  and  the  agreeable 
presages  of  future  fortune  supported  his 
spirits  amidst  the  disagreeable  nausea  which 
commonly  attends  landsmen  at  sea,  until  he 
was  set  ashore  upon  the  beach  at  Deal,  which 
he  entered  in  good  health  about  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

Like  Caesar,  however,  he  found  some  diffi- 
culty m  landing,  on  account  of  the  swelling 
surf,  that  tumbled  about  with  such  violence 
as  had  almost  overset  the  cutter  that  carried 
him  on  shore :  and,  in  his  eagerness  to  jump 
upon  the  strand,  his  foot  slipped  from  the 
side  of  the  boat,  so  that  he  was  thrown  for- 
wards  in  a  horizontal  direction,  and  his  hands 
were  the  first  parts  of  him  that  touched 
English  ground.  Upon  this  occasion,  he,  in 
imitation  of  Scipio's  behaviour  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  hailed  the  omen,  and,  grasping  a 
handful  of  the  sand,  was  heard  to  exclaim  in 
the  Italian  language, — "  Ah,  ha,  Old  England, 
I  have  thee  fast."    ■ 

As  he  walked  up  to  the  inn,  followed  by 
Maurice  loaded  with  his  portmanteau,  he 
congratulated  himself  upon  his  happy  voyage, 
and  the  peaceable  possession  of  his  spoil,  and 
could  not  help  snuffing  up  the  British  air 
with  marksof  infinite  relish  and  satisfaction. 
His  first  care  was  to  recompense  himself  for 
the  want  of  sleep  he  had  undergone,  and, 
after  he  had  sufficiently  recruited  himself 
with  several  hours  of  uninterrupted  repose, 
he  set  out  in  a  post-chaise  for  Canterbury, 
where  he  took  a  place  in  the  London  stage, 
which  he  was  told  would  depart  next  morn- 
ing, the  coach  being  already  full.  On  this 
very  first  day  of  his  arrival,  he  perceived 
between  the  English  and  the  people  among 
whom  he  had  hitherto  lived  such  essential 
diflference  in  customs,  appearance,  and  way 
of  living,  as  inspired  him  with  high  notions 
of  that  British  freedom,  opulence,  and  con- 
venience,  on  which  he  had  oflen  heard  hie 
mother  expatiate.  On  the  road  he  feasted 
his  eye-sight  with  the  verdant  hills  covered 
with  flocks  of  sheep,  the  fruitful  vales  par- 
celled out  into  cultivated  inclosures  ;  the  very 
cattle  seemed  to  profit  by  the  wealth  of  their 
masters,  being  large,  sturdy,  and  sleek,  and 
every  peasant  breathed  the  indolence  of 
liberty  and  independence.  In  a  word,  he 
viewed  the  wide  extended  plains  ot  Kentwilb 
a   lover's  eye,  and,  his  ambition  beconiin" 
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Ajmantic,  could  not  help  fancying  himself 
another  conqueror  of  the  isle. 

He  was  not,  however,  long  amused  by  these 
vain  chimeras,  wliich  soon  vanished  before 
other  reflections  of  more  importance  and 
Bolidity.  His  imagination,  it  must  be  owned, 
was  at  all  times  too  chaste  to  admit  those 
overweening  hopes  which  often  mislead  the 
mind  of  the  projector.  He  had  studied  man- 
kind with  incredible  diligence,  and  knew 
perfectly  well  liow  far  he  could  depend  on 
the  passions  and  foibles  of  human  nature. 
That  he  might  now  act  consistently  with  his 
former  sagacity,  he  resolved  to  pass  himself 
upon  his  fellow-travellers  for  a  French  gen- 
tleman, equally  a  stranger  to  the  language 
and  country  of  England,  in  order  to  glean 
from  their  discourse  such  intelligence  as 
might  avail  him  in  his  future  operations  ;  and 
Uis  lacquey  was  tutored  accordingly. 


CHAPTER  XXVni. 

Some  account  of  his  fellow-travellers. 

Those  who  had  taken  places  for  the  coach, 
understanding  the  sixth  seat  was  engaged  by 
a  foreigner,  determined  to  profit  by  his  igno- 
rance ;  and,  with  that  politeness  which  is 
peculiar  to  this  happy  island,  fixed  themselves 
in  the  vehicle  in  such  a  manner,  before  he 
had  the  least  intimation  of  their  design,  that 
he  found  it  barely  practicable  to  insinuate 
himself  sidelong  between  a  corpulent  quaker 
and  a  fat  Wapping  landlady,  in  which  atti- 
tude he  stuck  last,  like  a  thin  quarto  between 
two  voluminous  dictionaries  on  a  bookseller's 
ehelf ;  and,  as  if  the  pain  and  inconvenience 
of  such  compression  was  not  sufficient  matter 
of  chagrin,  the  greatest  part  of  the  company 
entertained  themselves  with  laughinor  at  his 
ludicrous  station. 

The  jolly  dame  at  his  left  hand  observed, 
with  a  loud  exclamation  of  mirth,  that  mon- 
sieur would  be  soon  better  acquainted  with  a 
buttock  of  English  beef;  and  said,  by  that 
time  they  should  arrive  at  their  dining-place, 
he  might  be  .spitted  without  larding.  "  Yes, 
verily,"  replied  Obadiah,  who  was  a  wag  in 
his  way,  "  but  the  swine's  fat  will  be  all  on 
one  side."  "  So  much  the  better  for  you," 
cried  mine  hostess,  "  for  that  side  is  all  your 
own."  The  quaker  was  not  so  much  dis- 
concerted by  the  quickness  of  this  repartee, 
but  that  he  answered  with  great  delibera- 
tion,— "  I  thank  thee  for  thy  love,  but  will 
not  pront  by  thy  loss,  especially  as  I  like 
not  the  savour  of  these  outlandish  fowls ; 
they  are  profane  birds  of  passage,  relished 
anly  by  the  children  of  vanity,  like  thee." 

The  plump  gentlewoman  took  umbrage  at 

.his  last  expression,  which  she  considered  as 

double  reproacii,  and  repeated  the  words, — 

•♦children  of  vanity!"  with  an  emphasis  of 

"caenUnent.     "  I  believe,  if  the  truth  were 


known,"  said  she,  "  there's  more  vanity  than 
midriff  in  that  great  belly  of  yours,  for  all 
your  pretending  to  humility  and  religion. 
Sirrah !  my  corporation  is  made  up  of  good, 
wholesome,  English  fat ;  but  you  are  puffed 
up  with  the  wind  of  vanity  and  delusion  ;  and 
when  it  begins  to  gripe  your  entrails,  you 
pretend  to  have  a  motion,  and  tlien  get  up 
and  preach  nonsense:  yet  you'll  take  it  upon 
you  to  call  your  betters  children  :  marry  come 
up,  Mr  Goosecap,  I  have  got  children  that 
are  as  good  men  as  you,  or  any  hypocritical 
trembler  in  England." 

A  person  who  sat  opposite  to  the  quaker, 
hearing  this  remonstrance,  whicli  seemed 
pregnant  with  contention,  interposed  in  the 
conversation  with  a  conscious  leer,  and  beg- 
ged there  might  be  no  rupture  between  the 
spirit  and  the  flesh.  By  this  remonstrance 
he  relieved  Obadiah  from  the  satire  of  this 
female  orator,  and  brought  the  whole  ven- 
geance of  her  elocution  upon  his  own  head. 
"  Flesh !"  cried  she,  with  all  the  ferocity  of 
an  enraged  Thalestris,  "none  of  your  names, 
Mr  Yellowchaps.  What !  I  warrant  you  have 
an  antipathy  to  flesh,  because  you  yourself 
are  nothing  but  skin  and  bone.  I  suppose 
you  are  some  poor  starved  journeyman  tailor 
come  from  France,  where  you  have  been 
learning  to  cabbage,  and  havs  not  seen  a 
good  meal  of  victuals  these  seven  years  :  you 
have  been  living  upon  rye  bread  and  soup- 
maigre,  and  now  you  come  over  like  a  walk- 
ing atomy,  with  a  rat's  tail  at  your  wig,  and 
a  linscy  jacket :  and  so,  forsooth,  you  set  up 
for  a  go;ntleman,  and  pretend  to  find  fault 
with  a  sirloin  of  roast  beef." 

The  gentleman  heard  this  address  with 
admirable  patience,  and,  when  she  had  rung 
out  her  alarm,  very  coolly  replied, — "  Any 
thing  but  your  stinking  fish,  madam.  Since 
when,  I  pray,  have  you  travelled  in  stage- 
coaches, and  left  off  your  old  profession  of 
crying  pysters  in  winter,  and  rotten  mackerc. 
in  Junel  You  were  then  known  by  the  name 
of  Kate  Crawn,  and  in  good  repute  among 
the  ale-houses  in  Thames  street,  till  that 
unlucky  amour  with  the  master  of  a  com 
vessel,  in  which  he  was  unfortunately  de- 
tected by  his  own  spouse ;  but  you  seem  to 
have  risen  by  that  fall  ;  and  I  wish  you  joy 
of  your  present  plight ;  though  considering 
your  education  on  Bear  key,  you  can  give 
but  a  sorry  account  of  yourself." 

The  amazon,  though  neither  exhausted  nor 
dismayed,  was  really  confounded  at  the  tem- 
per and  assurance  of  this  antagonist,  who  had 
gathered  all  these  anecdotes  from  the  fertility 
of  his  own  invention  ;  after  a  short  pause 
however,  she  poured  forth  a  tcrrent  of  ob- 
loquy  sutficient  to  overwhelm  tiiy  person 
who  had  not  been  used  to  take  up  arms 
against  such  seas  of  trouble:  and  a  dispute 
ensued  wliich  would  have  not  only  disgraced 
the  best  orators  on  the  Thames,  but  even 
hp.ve  made  a  figure  in  the  celebration  of  tin* 
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Eleusinian  mysteries,  during  which  the  Athe- 
nian matrons  ralhedone  another  from  different 
wagons,  with  that  freedom  of  altercation  so 
hpppily  preserved  in  this  our  age  and  country. 

Such  a  redundancy  of  epithets,  and  va- 
riety of  metaphors,  tropes,  and  figures, 
\vcre  uttered  between  these  well-matched 
opponents,  that  an  epic  bard  would  have 
found  his  account  in  listening  to  the  contest ; 
which,  in  all  probability,  would  not  have  been 
confined  to  words,  had  it  not  been  interrupted 
for  the  sake  of  a  young  woman  of  an  agree- 
able countenance  and  modest  carriage  ;  who, 
being  shocked  at  some  of  their  flowers  of 
speech,  and  terrified  by  the  menacing  looks 
and  gestures  of  the  fiery-feathered  dame, 
began  to  scream  aloud,  and  beg  leave  to  quit 
the  coach.  Her  perturbation  put  an  end  to 
the  high  debate.  The  sixth  passenger,  who 
had  not  opened  his  mouth,  endeavoured  to 
comfort  her  with  assurances  of  protection  ; 
the  quaker  proposed  a  cessation  of  arms  ;  the 
male  disputant  acquiesced  in  the  proposal, 
assuring  the  company  he  had  entered  the 
lists  for  their  entertainment  only,  without 
acquiring  the  least  grudge  or  ill-will  to  the 
fat  gentlewoman,  whom  he  protested  he  had 
never  seen  before  that  day,  and  who,  for 
aught  he  knew,  was  a  person  of  credit  and 
reputation.  He  then  held  forth  his  hand  in 
token  of  amity,  and  asked  pardon  of  the 
offended  party,  who  was  appeased  by  his 
submission  ;  and,  in  testimony  of  her  bene- 
volence, presented  to  the  other  female,  whom 
she  had  discomposed,  an  Hungary-water  bot- 
tle filled  with  cherry-brandy,  recommending 
it  as  a  much  more  powerful  remedy  than  the 
sal  volatile  which  the  other  held  to  her  nose. 

Peace  being  thus  re-established,  in  a 
treaty  compreliending  Obadiah  and  all  pres- 
ent, it  will  not  be  improper  to  give  the  reader 
some  further  in  formation,  touching  the  several 
characters  assembled  in  this  vehicle.  The 
quaker  was  a  London  merchant,  who  had 
been  at  Deal  superintending  the  repairs  of  a 
ship  which  had  suffered  by  a  storm  in  the 
Downs.  The  Wapping  landlady  was  on  her 
return  from  the  same  place,  where  she  had 
attendea  the  payment  of  a  man  of  war,  with 
sundry  powers  of  attorney,  granted  by  the 
sailors,  who  had  lived  upon  credit  at  her 
house.  Her  competitor  in  fame  was  a  dealer 
in  wine,  a  smuggler  of  French  lace,  and  a 
petty  gamester  just  arrived  from  Paris,  in  the 
company  of  an  English  barber,  who  sat  on 
his  right  hand  ;  and  the  young  woman  was 
daughter  of  a  country  curate,  in  her  way  to 
London,  where  siie  was  bound  apprentice  to 
a  milliner. 

Hitherto  Fathom  had  sat  in  silent  astonish- 
ment at  the  manner  of  his  fellow-travellers, 
which  far  exceeded  the  notions  ho  had  pre- 
conceived of  English  plainness  and  rusticity : 
he  found  himself  a  monument  of  that  dis- 
regard and  contempt  which  a  stranger  never 
^ils  to  meet  with  from  the  inhabitants  of  this 


island  ;  and  saw,  with  surprise,  an  agreeable 
young  creature  sit  as  solitary  and  unheedea 
as  himself.  He  was,  indeed,  allured  by  the 
roses  of  her  complexion,  o,nd  the  innocence 
of  her  aspect,  and  began  to  repent  of  having 
pretended  ignorance  of  the  language,  by 
which  he  was  restrained  from  exercising  his 
eloquence  u|)on  her  heart;  he  resolved,  how 
ever,  to  ingratiate  himself,  if  possible,  by  the 
courtesy  and  politeness  of  dumb  show,  and 
for  that  purpose  put  his  eyes  in  motion  with- 
out farther  delay. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Another  providential  deliverance  from  the 
effects  nf  the  smuggler's  ingenious  con- 
jecture. 

During  tliese  deliberations,  the  wine-mer- 
chant, with  a  view  to  make  a  parade  of  his 
superior  parts  and  breeding,  as  well  as  tc 
pave  the  way  for  a  match  at  backgammon 
made  a  tender  of  his  snulf-box  to  our  ad- 
venturer, and  asked  in  bad  French,  how  he 
travelled  from  Paris.  This  question  produced 
a  series  of  interrogations  concerning  the 
place  of  Ferdinand's  abode  in  that  city,  and 
his  business  in  England  ;  so  that  he  was  fain 
to  practise  the  science  of  defence,  and  an- 
swered with  such  ambiguity  as  aroused  the 
suspicion  of  the  smuggler,  who  began  to  be- 
lieve our  hero  had  some  very  cogent  reason 
for  evading  his  curiosity:  he  immediately  set 
his  reflection  at  work,  and,  after  various  con- 
jectures, fixed  upon  Fathom's  being  the 
young  pretender.  Big  with  this  supposition, 
he  eyed  him  with  the  most  earnest  attention, 
comparing  his  features  with  those  of  the 
chevalier's  portrait,  which  he  had  seen  in 
France,  and  though  the  faces  were  as  unlike 
as  any  two  human  faces  could  be,  found  the 
resemblance  so  striking  as  to  dispel  all  his 
doubts,  and  persuade  him  to  introduce  the 
stranger  to  some  justice  on  the  road  ;  a  step 
by  which  he  would  not  only  manifest  his  zeal 
for  the  protestant  succession,  but  also  acquire 
the  splendid  reward  proposed  by  parliament, 
to  any  person  who  should  apprehend  that 
famous  adventurer. 

These  ideas  intoxicated  the  brain  of  this 
man  to  such  a  pitch  of  enthusiasm,  that  he 
actually  believed  himself  in  possession  of  the 
thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  amused  his  fancy 
with  a  variety  of  magnificent  projects  to  b« 
executed  by  means  of  that  acquisition,  unti] 
his  revery  was  interrupted  by  the  halting  of 
the  coach  at  the  inn  where  the  passengers 
used  to  eat  their  breakfasts.  Waked  as  he 
was  from  the  dre&m  of  happiness,  it  had 
made  such  impression  upon  his  mind,  that, 
seeing  Fathom  rise  up  with  an  intention  to 
alight,  he  took  it  for  granted  his  design  was 
to  escape,  and  seizing  him  by  the  collar 
I  cal'-od  aloud  for  assistance  in  the  king's  name 
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Our  hero,  whose  sag'acity  and  prct^ence  of 
aiindvery  often  supphed  llie  place  of  courage, 
nstead  of  heinj^  terrified  at  this  assault, 
ivhich  might  have  disturbed  the  tranquillity 
of  an  ordinary  villain,  was  so  perfectly  master 
of  every  circumstance  of  his  own  situation, 
us  to  know  at  once  that  the  aggressor  could 
cot  possibly  have  the  least  cause  of  complaint 
against  him  :  and  therefore,  imputing  this 
violence  either  to  madness  or  mistake,  very 
deliberately  sut^'ered  himself  to  be  made 
prisoner  by  the  people  of  the  house,  who  ran 
to  the  coach  door  in  obedience  to  the  sum- 
mons of  the  wine-merchant.  The  rest  of  the 
company  were  struck  dumb  with  surprise  and 
consternation  at  this  sudden  adventure  ;  and 
the  quaker,  dreading  some  fell  resistance  on 
the  side  of  the  outlandish  man,  unpinned  the 
other  coach  door  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
and  trundled  himself  into  the  mud  for  safety. 
Tiie  others,  seeing  the  temper  and  resigna- 
tion of  the  prisoner,  soon  recovered  their 
recollection,  and  began  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  his  arrest :  upon  which  the  captor, 
whose  teeth  chattered  with  terror  and  im- 
patience, gave  them  to  understand  that  he 
was  a  state  criminal,  and  demanded  their 
help  in  conveying  him  to  justice. 

Luckily  for  both  parties,  there  happened  to 
be  at  the  inn  a  company  of  squires  just  re- 
turned from  the  death  of  a  leash  of  hares, 
which  they  had  ordered  to  be  dressed  for 
dinner,  and  among  these  gentlemen  was  one 
of  the  quorum,  to  whom  tiie  accuser  had  im- 
mediate recourse,  marching  before  the  cap- 
tive, who  walked  very  peaceably  between  the 
landlord  and  one  of  his  waiters,  and  followed 
by  a  crowd  of  spectators,  some  of  whom  had 
eocured  the  faithful  Maurice,  who  in  his  be- 
haviour closely  imitated  the  deliberation  of 
his  master.  In  this  order  did  the  procession 
advance  to  the  apartment  in  which  the 
magistrate,  with  his  fellows  of  the  chase,  sat 
smoking  his  morning  pipe  over  a  tankard  of 
strong  ale  ;  and  the  smuggler  being  directed 
to  the  right  person, — "  May  it  please  your 
worship,"  said  he,  "  I  have  brought  this 
foreigner  before  you,  on  a  violent  suspicion 
of  his  hp.ing  a  ])roclaimed  outlaw ;  and  I  do- 
sire,  before  these  witnesses,  that  my  title 
may  be  made  good  to  the  reward  that  shall 
become  due  upon  his  conviction." 

"  Friend,"  replied  the  justice,  "  I  know 
nothing  of  you  or  your  titles ;  but  this  I  know, 
if  you  have  any  information  to  give  in,  you 
must  come  co  my  house  when  I  am  at  home, 
and  proceed  in  a  lawful  way ;  that  is,  d'ye 
mind  me,  if  you  swear  as  how  this  here  per- 
son is  an  outlaw,  then  if  so  be  as  he  has 
nothing  to  say  to  the  contrary,  my  clerk  shall 
make  out  a  mittimus,  and  so  to  jail  with  him 
till  next  'size."  "  But,  sir,"  answered  the 
impeacher,  "this  is  a  case  that  admits  of  no 
delay;  the  person  I  have  apprehended  is  a 
prisoner  of  consequence  to  the  state."  "  How, 
feUor!"    cried  the    magistrate,   interrupting 


him,  "is  there  any  person  of  more  conse. 
quence  than  one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of 
the  peace,  who  is  besides  a  considerable 
member  of  the  landed  interest  I  D'ye  know, 
sirrah,  who  you  are  talking  to]  If  you  don't 
go  about  your  business,  I  believe  1  shall  lay 
you  by  the  heels." 

The  smuggler,  fearing  his  prize  would 
escape  through  the  ignorance,  jiride,  and  ob. 
stinacy  of  this  country  justice,  approached 
his  worship,  and,  in  a  whisper  which  was 
overheard  by  all  the  company,  assured  him 
he  had  indubitable  reason  to  believe  the 
foreigner  was  no  other  than  the  pretender's 
eldest  son.  At  mention  of  this  formidable 
name,  every  individual  of  the  audience  start- 
ed,  with  signs  of  terror  and  amazement. 
The  justice  dropped  his  pipe,  recoiled  upon 
his  chair,  and,  looking  most  ridiculously 
aghast,  exclaimed, — "  Seize  him,  in  the  name 
of  God  and  his  majesty  King  George !  Has 
he  got  no  secret  arms  about  him !" 

Fathom  being  thus  informed  of  the  sus- 
picion  under  which  he  stood,  could  not  help 
smiling  at  the  eagerness  with  which  the 
spectators  flew  upon  liim  ;  and  suffered  him- 
self to  be  searched  with  great  composure, 
well  knowing  they  would  tind  no  movables 
about  his  person  but  such  as  upon  examina- 
tion would  turn  to  his  account ;  ho  therefore 
very  calmly  presented  to  tlie  magistrate  his 
purse,  and  a  small  box  that  contained  his 
jewels,  and  in  the  French  language  desired 
they  might  be  preserved  from  the  hands  of 
the  mob.  This  request  was  interpreted  by 
the  accuser,  who,  at  the  same  time,  laid 
claim  to  the  booty.  The  justice  took  charge 
of  the  deposit,  and  one  of  his  neighbours 
having  undertaken  the  office  of  clerk,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  examination  of  the  culprit, 
whose  papers  were  by  this  time  laid  on  the 
table  before  him.  "  Stranger,"  said  he,  "  you 
stand  charged  with  being  son  of  the  pre- 
tender to  these  realms  :  what  liave  you  to 
say  in  your  own  defence!"  Our  hero  assured 
him  in  the  French  language,  that  he  was 
falsely  impeached,  and  demanded  justice  on 
the  accuser,  who,  without  the  least  reason 
had  made  such  a  malicious  attack  upon  the 
life  and  honour  of  an  innocent  gentleman. 

The  smuggler,  instead  of  acting  the  part 
of  a  faithful  interpreter,  told  his  worship,  that 
the  prisoner's  answer  was  no  more  than  a 
simple  denial,  which  every  felon  would  make, 
who  had  nothing  else  to  plead  in  his  own 
behalf,  and  that  this  alone  was  a  strong  pre- 
sumption of  his  guilt;  because,  if  he  was  not 
really  the  person  they  suspected  him  to  be, 
the  thing  would  speak  for  itself;  for,  if  ho 
was  not  the  young  pretender,  who  then  was 
he!  Thia  argument  had  great  weight  with 
the  justice,  who,  assuming  a  very  important 
aspect,  observed, — •'  Very  true,  friend,  if  you 
are  not  the  pretender,  in  the  name  of  God, 
who  are  you!  One  may  see  with  half  an  eyr 
that  he  is  no  better  than  a  promiscuous  fcU.iw  * 
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Ferdinand  now  began  to  repent  of  having 
pretended  ignorance  of  the  English  language, 
OS  he  found  himself  at  the  mercy  of  a  rascal, 
who  put  a  fa..se  gloss  upon  all  his  words  ; 
and  addressed  himself  to  the  audience  suc- 
cessively in  French,  High  Dutch,  Italian,  and 
Hungarian  Latin,  desiring  to  know  if  any 
person  present  understood  any  of  these 
tongues,  that  his  answers  might  be  honestly 
explained  to  the  bench.  But  he  might  have 
accosted  them  in  Chinese  with  the  same 
success :  there  was  not  one  person  present 
tolerably  versed  in  his  mother  tongue,  much 
loss  acquainted  with  any  foreign  language, 
except  the  wine-merchant,  who,  incensed  at 
this  appeal,  which  he  considered  as  an  affront 
to  his  integrity,  gave  the  judge  to  understand, 
that  the  delinquent,  instead  of  speaking  to 
the  purpose,  contumaciously  insulted  his 
authority  in  sundry  foreign  lingos,  which  he 
apprehended  was  an  additional  proof  of  his 
being  the  chevalier's  son,  inasmuch  as  no 
person  would  take  the  pains  to  learn  such  a 
variety  of  gibberish,  except  with  some  sinister 
intent. 

This  annotation  was  not  lost  upon  the 
?quire,  who  was  too  jealous  of  the  honour  of 
.lis  office  to  overlook  such  a  flagrant  instance 
of  contempt.  His  eyes  glistened,  his  cheeks 
were  inflated  with  rage.  ♦'  The  case  is  plain," 
eaid  he;  "  having  nothing  of  signification  to 
offer  in  his  own  favour,  he  grows  refractory, 
and  abuses  the  court  in  his  base  Roman 
cathol.c  jargon :  but  I'll  let  you  know,  for  all 
you  pretend  to  be  a  prince,  you  are  no  better 
than  an  outlawed  vagrant ;  and  I'll  show  you 
what  a  thing  you  are,  when  you  come  in 
composition  with  an  English  justice,  like  me, 
who  have  more  than  once  extinguished  my- 
self in  the  service  of  my  country.  As  nothing 
else  accrues,  your  purse,  black  box,  and  pa- 
pers shall  be  sealed  up  befjre  witnesses,  and 
sent  by  express  to  one  of  his  majesty's  secre- 
taries of  state ;  and,  as  for  yourself,  I  will 
apply  to  the  military  at  Canterbury,  for  a 
guard  to  conduct  you  to  London." 

This  was  a  very  unwelcome  declaration  to 
our  adventurer,  who  was  on  the  point  of 
haranguing  the  justice  and  spectators  in  their 
own  language,  when  he  was  relieved  from 
the  necessity  of  taking  that  step  by  the  in- 
terposition of  a  young  nobleman  just  arrived 
at  the  inn,  who  being  informed  of  this  strange 
examination,  entered  the  court,  and,  at  first 
sight  of  the  prisoner  assured  the  justice  he 
was  imposed  upon  ;  for  that  he  himself  had 
often  seen  the  young  pretender  in  Paris,  and 
that  there  was  no  kind  of  resemblance  be- 
tween that  adventurer  and  the  person  now 
before  him.  The  accuser  was  not  a  little 
mortified  at  his  lordship's  affirmation,  which 
met  with  all  due  regard  from  the  bench, 
though  the  magistrate  took  notice,  that  grant- 
ng  the  prisoner  was  not  the  chevalier  himself, 
it  was  higiiiy  probable  he  was  an  emissary 
of  that  house,  as  he  could  give  no  satisfactory 


account  of  himself,  and  was  possessed  of 
things  of  such  value  as  no  honest  man  woulc 
expose  to  the  accidents  of  the  road.  Fathom 
having  thus  found  an  interpreter,  who  signi- 
fied  to  him,  in  the  French  tongue,  the  doubts 
of  the  justice,  told  his  lordship,  that  he  waa 
a  gentleman  of  a  noble  house  in  Germany, 
who,  for  certain  reasons,  had  come  abroad 
incognito,  with  a  view  to  see  the  world  ;  and 
that,  although  the  letters  they  had  seized 
would  prove  the  truth  of  that  assertion,  he 
should  be  loath  to  expose  his  private  concerns 
to  the  knowledge  of  strangers,  if  he  could 
possibly  be  released  without  that  mortifica- 
tion.  The  young  nobleman  explained  his 
desire  to  the  court ;  but  his  own  curiosity 
being  interested,  observed,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  justice  could  not  be  said  to  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  station,  until  he 
should  have  examined  every  circumstance 
relating  to  the  prisoner  :  upon  which  remon- 
strances,  he  was  requested  by  the  bench  to 
peruse  the  papers,  and  accordingly  commu- 
nicated the  substance  of  one  letter,  to  this 
effect — 

"  My  Dear  Son, — Though  I  am  far  from 
approving  the  rash  step  you  have  taken  in 
withdrawing  yourself  from  your  father's 
house,  in  order  to  avoid  an  engagement  which 
would  have  been  equally  honourable  and  ad- 
vantageous to  your  family,  1  cannot  so  fai 
suppress  my  affection,  as  to  bear  the  thoughl 
of  your  undergoing  those  hardships  which, 
for  your  disobedience,  you  deserve  to  suffer. 
I  have  therefore,  without  the  knowledge  of 
your  father,  sent  the  bearer  to  attend  you  in 
your  peregrinations  ;  his  fidelity  you  know 
hath  been  tried  in  a  long  course  of  service, 
and  I  have  entrusted  to  his  care,  for  youruse, 
a  purse  of  two  hundred  ducats,  and  a  box  of 
jewels  to  the  value  of  twice  that  sum,  which 
though  not  sufficient  to  support  an  equipage 
suitable  to  your  birth,  will  at  least  for  some 
time  preserve  you  from  the  importunities  of 
want.  When  you  are  dutiful  enough  to  ex- 
plain your  designs  and  situation,  you  may 
expect  further  indulgence  from  your  too  ten- 
der and  disconsolate  mother, 

"  The  Countess  of  Fathom." 

This  letter,  which,  as  well  as  the  others, 
our  hero  had  forged  for  the  purpose,  effect- 
ually answered  his  intent,  in  throwing  dust 
in  the  eyes  and  understanding  of  the  specta- 
tors, who  now  regarded  the  prisoner  with 
looks  of  respectful  remorse,  as  a  man  of 
quality  who  had  been  falsely  accused ;  his 
lordship,  to  make  a  parade  of  his  own  polite- 
ness and  importance,  assured  the  bench  he 
was  no  stranger  to  the  family  of  the  Fathoms, 
and.  -vith  a  compliment,  gave  Ferdinand  tc 
u:.«erstand  he  had  formerly  seen  him  at  Ver- 
sailles. There  being  no  longer  room. for 
suspicion,  the  justice  ordered  our  adventurer 
to  be  set  at  liberty,  and  even  invited  him  to 
be  seated,  with  an  apology  for  the  rude  man 
ner  in  which  he  had  been  treated,  owing  to 
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the  mis'nfcrniation  of  the  accuser,  who  was 
tlireatea<d  with  the  stocks,  lor  his  malice 
and  prepumption. 

But  tills  was  not  the  only  triumph  our 
hero  obtained  over  the  wine-merchant.  Mau- 
rice was  no  sooner  unfettered,  than,  advanc- 
ing into  the  middle  of  the  room, — "  My  lord," 
said  he,  addres:>ing  himself  in  French  to  his 
master's  deliverer,  "  since  you  have  been  so 
generous  as  to  protect  a  noble  stranger  from 
the  danger  of  such  a  false  accusation,  I  hope 
you  will  still  lay  an  additional  obligation  upon 
tiie  count,  by  retorting  the  vengeance  of  the 
law  upon  this  perfidious  accuser,  whom  I 
know  to  be  a  trader  in  those  articles  of  mer- 
chandize which  are  prohibited  by  the  ordi- 
nances of  this  nation.  I  have  seen  him  lately 
at  Boulogne,  and  am  perfectly  well  acquaint- 
ed with  some  persons  who  have  supplied  him 
with  French  lace  and  embroidery;  and,  as  a 
proof  of  what  I  allege,  I  desire  you  will  order 
liim  and  this  barber,  who  is  his  understrapper, 
to  be  e.\amined  on  the  spot." 

This  charge,  which  was  immediately  ex- 
plained to  the  bench,  yielded  extraordinary 
satisfaction  to  the  spectators,  one  of  whom, 
being  an  officer  of  the  customs,  forthwith 
began  to  exercise  his  function  upon  the  un- 
lucky peruquier,  who,  being  stripped  of  his 
upper  garments,  and  even  of  his  shirt,  ap- 
peared like  the  mumrny  of  an  Egyptian  king, 
most  curiously  rolled  up  in  bandages  of  rich 
figured  gold  shalloon,  that  covered  the  skirts 
of  four  embroidered  waistcoats.  The  mer- 
chant, seeing  his  expectation  so  unhappily 
reversed,  made  an  effort  to  retire  with  a  most 
rueful  aspect,  but  was  prevented  by  the  officer, 
who  demanded  the  interposition  of  the  civil 
power,  that  he  might  undergo  the  same 
examination  to  which  the  other  had  been  sub- 
jected. He  was  accordingly  rifled  without 
loss  of  time,  and  the  inquiry  proved  well 
worth  the  care  of  him  who  made  it ;  for  a 
considerable  booty  of  the  same  sort  of  mer- 
chandize was  found  in  his  boots,  breeches, 
hat,  and  between  the  buckram  and  linmg  of 
his  Burtout.  Yet,  not  contented  with  this 
prize,  the  experienced  spoiler  proceeded  to 
search  his  baggage,  and  perceiving  a  false 
bottom  in  his  portmanteau,  detected  beneath 
It  a  valuable  accession  to  the  plunder  he  had 
a'ready  obtained. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

The  singular  manver  of  Fathom's  attack 
and  *riumph  over  the  virtue  of  the  fair 
ElinoT . 

Proper  cognizance  being  thus  taken  of  these 
contraband  effects,  and  the  informer  furnished 
with  a  certificate,  by  which  he  was  entitled 
to  a  share  of  ^he  seizure,  the  coachman  sum- 
moned his  passe:. ^ers  to  the  carriage ;  the 
{lurse  and  jeweis  w  ^re  restored  to  Count 
3  E 


Fathom,  who  thanked  the  justice,  and  hio 
lordship  in  particular,  for  the  candour  and 
hospitality  with  which  he  had  been  treated, 
and  resumed  his  place  in  the  vehicle,  amidst 
the  congratulations  of  all  his  fellow-travellers 
except  the  two  forlorn  smugglers,  wiio,  in- 
stead of  reimbarking  in  the  coach,  thought 
proper  to  remain  at  the  inn,  with  a  view  fij 
mitigate,  if  possible,  fhe  severity  of  their 
misfortune. 

Among  those  who  felicitated  Fathom  upon 
the  issue  of  this  adventure,  the  young  maiden 
seemed  to  express  the  most  sensible  pleasure 
at  that  event.  The  artful  language  cf  hi» 
eyes  had  raised  in  her  breast  certain  flutter- 
ing emotions,  before  she  knew  the  value  of 
her  conquest ;  but  now  that  his  rank  and  con- 
dition  were  discovered,  these  transports  were 
increased  by  the  ideas  of  vanity  and  ambition, 
which  are  mingled  with  the  first  seeds  of 
every  female  constitution.  The  belief  of 
having  captivated  the  heart  of  a  man  who 
could  raise  her  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a 
countess,  produced  such  agreeable  sensatitms 
in  her  fancy,  that  her  eyes  shone  with  unusua. 
lustre,  and  a  continual  smile  played  in  dim 
pies  on  her  rosy  cheeks;  so  that  her  attrac 
tions,  though  not  powerful  enough  to  enouge 
the  affection,  were  yet  sufficient  to  inflame 
the  desire,  of  our  adventurer,  who  very  hon- 
estly marked  her  chastity  for  prey  to  his 
voluptuous  passion.  Had  she  been  well  sea 
soned  with  knowledge  and  experience,  and 
completely  armed  with  caution  against  the 
artifice  and  villainy  of  man,  her  virtue  might 
not  have  been  able  to  withstand  the  engines 
of  such  an  assailant,  considering  the  danger- 
ous opportunities  to  which  she  was  neces- 
sarily exposed:  how  easy  then  must  his  victory 
have  been  over  an  innocent  unsuspecting 
country  damsel,  flushed  with  the  warmth  of 
youth,  and  an  utter  stranger  to  the  ways  of 
life. 

While  Obadiah,  therefore,  and  his  plump 
companion,  were  engaged  in  conversation, 
on  the  strange  incidents  which  had  passed. 
Fathom  acted  a  very  expressive  pantomime 
with  this  fair  buxom  nymph,  who  compre- 
hended his  meaning  with  surprising  facility, 
and  was  at  so  little  pains  to  conceal  the  plea- 
sure she  took  in  this  kind  of  intercourse, 
that  several  warm  squeezes  were  interchanged 
between  her  and  her  lover,  before  they  arrived 
at  Rochester,  where  they  proposed  to  dine 
It  was  during  this  period,  he  learned  from 
the  answers  she  made  to  the  inquisitive  qua- 
ker,  that  her  sole  dependence  was  upon  a 
relation,  to  whom  she  had  a  letter,  and  that 
she  was  a  peilect  stranger  in  the  great  city; 
circumstances  on  which  he  soon  formed  the 
project  of  her  ruin. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  the  Black  Bull,  he, 
for  the  first  time,  found  himself  alone  with 
his  Amanda,  whose  name  was  Elinor,  their 
fellow-travellers  being  elsewhere  employed 
about  their  own  concerns  ;  and,  unvilling  V) 
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lose  the  precious  opportunity,  he  began  to 
act  the  part  of  a  very  importunate  lover, 
whiclj  he  conceived  to  be  a  proper  sequel  to 
the  prohide  which  had  been  performed  in  the 
coach.  Tiie  freedoms  which  she,  out  of  pure 
simplicity  and  good  humour,  permitted  him 
to  take  witli  her  hand,  and  even  her  ro.^y  lips, 
encouraged  him  to  practise  other  familiarities 
jpon  her  fair  bosonf,  which  scandalized  her 
virtue  so  much,  that,  in  spite  of  the  passion 
she  had  begun  to  indulge  in  his  behalf,  she 
rejected  his  advances  with  all  the  marks  of 
anger  and  disdain  ;  and  he  found  it  necessary 
to  appease  the  storm  he  had  raised,  by  the 
most  respectful  and  submissive  demeanour ; 
resolving  to  change  his  op«rations,  and  carry 
on  his  attacks  so  as  to  make  her  yield  at 
discretion,  without  alarming  her  religion  or 
pride.  Accordingly,  when  the  bill  was  called 
after  dinner,  ho  took  particular  notice  of  her 
behaviour,  and,  perceiving  her  pull  out  a  large 
leathern  purse  that  contained  her  money, 
reconnoitred  the  pocket  in  which  it  was  de- 
posited, and,  while  they  sat  close  to  each 
other  in  the  carriage,  conveyed  it  with  ad- 
mirable dexterity  into  a  hole  in  the  cushion. 
Whether  the  corpulent  couple,  who  sat  op- 
posite to  these  lovers  had  entered  into  an 
amorous  engagement  at  the  inq,  or.  were 
«3vcrally  induced  by  other  motives,  is  uncer- 
t*^n  ;  but  sure  it  is,  bolli  left  the  coach  on 
tnat  part  of  the  road  which  lies  nearest  to 
Gravesend,  and  bade  adieu  to  th.e  other  pair. 
on  ])retence  of  having  urgent  business  at  that 
place. 

Ferdinand,  not  a  little  pleased  at  their 
departure,  renewed  his  most  pathetic  ex- 
pressions of  love,  and  sung  several  French 
eongs  on  that  tender  subject,  which  seemed 
to  thrill  to  the  soul  of  his  beauteous  Helen. 
While  the  driver  halted  at  Dartford  to  water 
his  horses,  slie  was  smit  with  the  appearance 
of  some  cheesecakes,  which  were  presented 
by  the  landlady  of  the  house,  and  having  bar- 
gained for  two  or  three,  put  her  hand  in  her 
pocket,  in  order  to  pay  for  her  purchase  ;  but 
what  was  her  astoni.shment,  when,  after  hav- 
ing rummaged  her  equipage,  she  understood 
her  whole  fortune  was  lost !  This  mishap 
was,  by  a  loud  shriek,  announced  to  our  hero, 
who  affected  infinite  amazement  and  concern: 
and  no  sooner  learned  the  cause  of  her  afflic- 
tion, than  he  presented  her  with  his  own 
purse,  from  which  he,  in  emphatic  dumb 
show,  begged  she  would  indemnify  herself 
for  the  damage  she  had  sustained.  Although 
this  kind  protler  was  some  alleviation  of  her 
misfortunes,  she  did  not  fail  to  pour  forth  a 
most  piteous  lamentation,  importing  that  she 
had  not  only  lost  all  her  money,  amounting 
to  five  pounds,  but  also  her  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, upon  which  she  had  altogether 
relied  for  present  employment. 

The  vehicle  was  minutely  searched  from 
top  to  bottom  by  herself  and  our  adventurer, 
ikiisted  bv  IVfaurice  and  the  coachman,  who, 


finding  their  inquiry  ineffectual,  did  not  scm- 
pie  to  declare  his  suspicion  of  the  two  fat 
turtles,  who  had  deserted  the  coach  in  such 
an  abrupt  manner.  In  a  word,  he  rendered 
this  conjecture  so  plausible,  by  wresting  the 
cir'.-umstances  of  their  behaviour  and  retreat, 
that  poor  Elinor  implicitly  bt^ieved  they 
were  the  thieves  by  whom  she  had  sulFered  ^ 
and  was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  the  prof- 
fered assistance  of  the  generous  count,  who 
seeing  her  very  much  disordered  by  this  mis- 
chance,  insisted  upon  her  drinking  a  large 
glass  of  canary,  to  quiet  tlie  perturbation  of 
lier  spirits.  This  is  a  season,  which  of  all 
others  is  most  propitious  to  the  attempts  of 
an  artful  lover  ;  and  justifies  the  metaphorical 
maxim  of  fishing  In  troubled  watera.  There 
is  an  affinity  and  short  transition  betwixt  all 
the  violent  passions  that  agitate  the  human 
mind  :  they  are  all  false  perspectives,  which, 
thougli  they  magnify,  yet  perplex  and  render 
indistinct  every  object  which  they  represent,- 
and  flattery  is  never  so  successfully  adminis- 
tered, as  to  those  who  know  they  stand  in 
need  of  friendship,  assent,  and  approbation. 

The  cordial  she  swallowed,  far  from  calm- 
ing, increased  the  disturbance  of  her  thoughts, 
and  produced  an  intoxication  ;  during  which 
sh.e  talked  in  an  incoherent  strain,  laugheti 
and  wept  by  turns,  and  acted  other  extrava- 
gancies, which  are  known  to  be  symptoms 
of  the  hysterical  affection.  Fathom,  though 
an  utter  stranger  to  the  sentiments  of  honour, 
pity,  and  remorse,  would  not  perpetrate  hi: 
vicious  purpose,  though  favoured  by  the  de- 
lirium his  villainy  had  entailed  upon  this  un- 
fortunate young  maiden  ;  because  his  appetite 
demanded  a  more  perfect  sacrifice  than  that 
which  she  could  yield  in  her  present  deplora- 
ble situation,  when  her  will  must  have  been 
altogether  unconcerned  in  his  success.  De- 
termined, therefore,  to  make  a  conquest  of 
her  virtue,  before  ho  would  take  possession 
of  her  person,  he  mimicked  that  compassion 
and  benevolence  which  his  heart  had  never 
felt,  and,  when  the  coach  arrived  at  London, 
not  only  discharged  what  she  owed  for  her 
place,  but  likewise  procured  for  her  an  apart- 
ment in  the  house  to  which  he  himself  had 
been  directed  for  lodgings,  and  even  hired  a 
nurse  to  attend  her  during  a  severe  fever, 
which  was  the  consequence  of  her  disappoint- 
ment and  despondence.  Indeed  she  was 
supplied  with  all  necessaries  by  the  generosity 
of  this  noble  count,  who,  for  the  interest  of 
his  passion,  and  the  honour  of  his  name,  was 
resolved  to  extend  his  charity  to  the  last  farth- 
ing of  her  own  money,  which  he  had  been 
wise  enough  to  secure  for  this  purpose. 

Her  youth  soon  got  the  better  of  her  dis- 
temper, and  when  she  understood  her  obliga- 
tions to  the  count,  who  did  not  fail  to  attend 
her  in  person  with  great  tenderness,  her  heart, 
which  had  been  before  prepossessed  in  his 
favour,  now  glowed  with  all  the  wannth  of 
gratitude,  esteem,  and  affection.     She  knew 
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aerself  in  a  strange  place,  dosiitulc  of'  all 
resource  but  in  his  tjencrosity:  she  loved  his 
••^frson,  she  was  dazzled  by  his  rank  ;  and  he 
Knew  so  well  how  to  improve  the  opportuni- 
ries  and  advantages  lie  derived  ironi  her 
unhappy  situation,  that  he  gradually  proceeded 
in  sapping,  from  one  degree  of  intimacy  to 
another,  until  all  the  bulwarks  of  her  chas- 
tity were  undermined,  and  she  submitted  to 
his  desire  ;  not  with  the  reluctance  of  a  van- 
quished people,  but  with  all  tlie  transports 
of  a  joyful  city,  that  opens  its  gates  to  receive 
a  darling  prince  returned  from  conquest :  for 
by  this  time  he  had  artfully  concentrated  and 
iiindled  up  all  tiie  inflammable  ingredients 
of  her  constitution  ;  and  she  now  looked  back 
upon  the  virtuous  principles  of  her  education, 
as  upon  a  disagreeable  and  tedious  dream, 
fro'ja  which  she  had  waked  to  the  fruition  of 
ucvsr-fading  joy. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

JIc  by  accident  encounters  his  old  friend, 
with  whom  he  holds  a  conference,  and 
renews  a  treaty. 

Our  hero  having  thus  provided  himself  with 
1  proper  subject  for  his  hours  of  dalliance, 
♦.bought  it  was  now  high  time  to  study  the 
(ground  wiiich  he  had  pitched  upon  for  the 
rfcene  of  his  exploits,  and  with  that  view 
made  several  excursions  to  difl'erent  parts  of 
•he  town,  wiiere  there  was  aught  of  enter- 
tainment or  instruction  to  be  found  :  yet  he 
»lways,  on  these  occasions,  appeared  in  an 
obscure  ordinary  dress,  in  order  to  avoid  sin- 
gularity, and  never  went  twice  to  the  same 
f.olfeehouse,  that  his  person  might  not  be 
afterwards  known,  in  case  he  should  shine 
forth  to  the  public  in  a  superior  sphere.  On 
his  return  from  one  of  these  expeditions, 
while  he  was  passing  through  Ludgate,  his 
eyes  were  suddenly  encountered  by  the  ap- 
parition of  his  old  friend  the  Tyrolcse,  who, 
perceiving  himself  fairly  caught  in  the  toil, 
made  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and,  running  up  to 
our  adventurer  with  an  aspect  of  eagerness 
and  joy,  clasped  him  in  his  arms,  as  some 
dear  friend,  whom  he  had  casually  found  after 
a  most  tedious  and  disagreeable  separation. 
Fathom,  whose  genius  never  failed  him  in 
such  emergencies,  far  from  receiving  these 
advances  with  the  threats  and  reproaches 
which  the  other  had  deserved  at  his  hands, 
returned  the  salute  with  equal  warmth,  and 
was  really  overjoyed  at  meeting  with  a  per- 
son who  might  one  way  or  other  make  amends 
for  the  perfidy  of  his  former  conduct.  The 
Tyrolese,  whose  name  was  Ratchcali,  pleased 
with  his  reception,  proposed  they  should  ad- 
journ to  the  next  tavern,  in  which  they  had 
no  sooner  taken  possession  of  an  apartment, 
than  he  addressed  himself  to  his  old  compa- 
nion in  those  words  : — 


"  Mr  Fathom,  by  your  frank  and  obliging 
manner  of  treating  a  man  who  hath  done  you 
wrong,  I  am  more  and  more  confirmed  in  my 
opinion  of  your  sagacity,  which  1  have  otteii 
considered  with  admiration  :  I  will  not  there- 
fore attempt  to  make  an  apology  for  my  con- 
duct at  our  last  parting ;  but  only  assure  you 
that  this  meeting  may  turn  out  to  our  mutual 
advantage,  if  we  now  re-enter  into  an  unre- 
served union,  the  ties  of  which  we  will  soon 
find  it  our  interest  and  inclination  to  preserve. 
For  my  own  part,  as  my  judgment  is  ripened 
by  experience,  so  are  my  sentiments  changed 
since  our  last  association.  I  have  seen  many 
a  rich  harvest  lost,  for  want  of  a  fellow- 
labourer  in  the  vineyard  ;  and  I  have  more 
than  once  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  a  combination, 
which  I  could  have  resisted  with  the  help  of 
one  able  auxiliary.  Indeed,  I  might  prove 
what  I  allege  by  mathematical  demonstra- 
tion ;  and  I  believe  nobody  will  pretend  to 
deny,  that  two  heads  are  better  than  one,  in 
all  cases  that  require  discernment  and  deli- 
beration." 

Ferdinand  could  not  help  owningthe  sanity 
of  his  observations,  and  forthwith  acquiesced 
in  his  proposal  of  the  new  alliance  ;  desiring 
to  know  the  character  in  which  he  acted  on 
the  English  stage,  and  the  scheme  he  would 
offer  for  their  mutual  emolument :  at  the 
same  time  he  resolved  within  himself  to  keep 
such  a  strict  eye  over  his  future  actions,  as 
would  frustrate  any  design  he  might  hereafter 
harbour,  of  repeating  the  prank  he  had  so 
successfully  ])lnyed  upon  him,  in  their  journey 
from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 

"  Having  quitted  you  at  Bar-le-duc,"  re- 
sumed the  Tyrolese,  "  I  travelled  without 
ceasing,  until  I  arrived  at  Frankfort  upon  the 
Maine,  where  I  assumed  the  character  of  s 
French  chevalier,  and  struck  some  masterly 
strokes,  which  you  yourself  would  not  have 
deemed  unworthy  of  your  invention  :  and  my 
success  v.'as  the  more  agreeable,  as  my  ope- 
rations wore  chiefly  carried  on  against  the 
enemies  of  our  religion  :  but  my  prosperity 
was  not  of  long  duration.  Seeing  they  could 
not  foil  me  at  my  own  weapons,  they  formed 
a  damned  conspiracy,  by  which  I  not  only 
lost  all  the  fruits  of  my  industry,  but  likewise 
ran  the  most  imminent  hazard  of  my  life. 
I  had  ordered  some  cf  those  jewels  which  I 
had  borrowed  of  my  good  friend  Fathom  to 
be  new  set  in  a  fashionable  taste,  and  soon 
after  had  an  opportunity  to  sell  or,e  of  these, 
at  a  great  advantage,  to  one  of  the  fraternity, 
who  offered  an  extraordinary  price  for  the 
stone,  on  purpose  to  cfllect  my  rum.  In  lest 
than  four-and-twenty  hours  after  this  bargain, 
I  was  arrested  by  the  officers  of  justice,  upon 
the  oath  of  the  purchaser,  who  undertook  to 
ppove  meguilty  of  a  fraud,  in  selling  a  Saxon 
pebble  for  a  real  diamond  ;  and  this  accusa- 
tion was  actually  true;  for  the  change  had 
been  artfully  put  upon  me  by  the  jeweller, 
who  was  himself  engaged  in  the  conspiracy. 
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"  Had  my  conscience  been  clear  of  any 
other  iinpeacliroent,  perhtps  I  should  have 
rested  my  cause  upon  the  equity  and  protec- 
tion of  the  law  ;  but  I  foresaw  that  the  trial 
v\'ou]d  introduce  an  inquiry,  to  which  I  was 
not  at  all  ambitious  of  submitting,  and  there- 
fore was  fain  to  compromise  the  affair  at  the 
price  of  almost  my  whole  fortune.  Yet  thi.s 
Bccommodation  was  not  made  so  secretly, 
but  that  my  character  was  blasted,  and  my 
credit  overthrown  ;  so  that  I  was  fain  to  re- 
linquish my  occasional  equipaj^e,  and  liire 
myself  as  journeyman  to  a  lapidary,  an  em- 
iWovment  which  I  had  exorcised  in  my  youth. 
.^  mis  obscure  station,  I  laboured  with  great 
assiduity,  until  I  made  myself  perfect  in  the 
knowledge  of  stones,  as  well  as  in  the  dif- 
ferent methods  of  setting  them  off  to  the 
best  advantage  ;  and  having,  by  dint  of  indus- 
try and  address,  got  possession  of  a  small 
parcel,  set  out  for  this  kingdom,  in  which  1 
happily  arrived  about  four  months  ago  ;  and 
surely  England  is  the  paradise  of  artists  of 
our  profession. 

"  One  would  imagine tliat  nature  had  creat- 
ed the  inhabitants  for  tlie  support  and  enjoy- 
ment of  adventurers  like  you  and  me.  Not 
that  these  islanders  open  the  arms  of  hospi- 
tality to  all  foreigners  without  distinction  ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  inherit  from  their  fathers 
8,n  unreasonable  prejudice  against  all  nations 
under  the  sun  ;  and  when  an  Englishman 
happens  to  quarrel  with  a  stranger,  the  first 
term  of  reproach  he  uses  is  the  name  of  his 
antagonist's  country,  characterized  by  some 
nj>probrious  epithet,  such  as  a  chattering 
Frenchman,  an  Italian  ape,  a  German  hog, 
and  a  beastly  Dutchm.an  ;  nay,  their  national 
prepossession  is  maintained  even  against 
tho.se  people  with  whom  they  are  united  under 
the  same  laws  and  government ;  for  nothing 
is  more  common  than  to  hear  them  exclaim 
against  their  fellow-subjects,  in  the  express- 
ions of  a  beggarly  Scot,  and  an  impudent 
Irish  bog-trotter.  Yet  this  very  prejudice 
will  never  fail  to  turn  to  the  account  of  every 
stranger  possessed  of  ordinary  talents  ;  for 
he  will  always  find  opportunities  of  convers- 
ing with  them  in  coffeehouses,  and  places  of 
l)ublic  resort,  in  spue  of  their  professed  re- 
bcrve,  which,  by  the  bye,  is  so  extraordinary, 
that  I  know  some  people  who  have  lived 
tweniy  years  in  the  same  house  without  ex- 
changing one  word  with  their  next  door 
neighbours  ;  yet  provided  he  can  talk  sensi- 
bly, and  pre.serve  the  deportment  of  a  sober 
gentleman,  in  those  occasional  conversations, 
his  behaviour  will  be  the  more  remarkably 
pleasing,  as  it  will  agreeably  disappoint  the 
sxpectation  of  the  person  who  had  enter- 
uiined  notions  to  his  prejudice.  When  a 
foreigner  has  once  crossed  this  bar,  whicli 
perpetually  occurs,  he  sails  without  further 
difficulty  into  the  harbour  of  an  Englishman's 
good  will ;  for  the  pique  is  neither  personal 
i<ir  rancorous,  but  rather  contemptuous  and 


national ;  so  that,  while  he  dci^pises  a  peopla 
in  the  lump,  an  individual  of  that  very  com- 
munity may  be  one  of  his  chief  favourites. 

"  The  English  are  in  general  upright  and 
honest,  therefore  unsuspecting  and  credulous: 
they  are  too  much  engrossed  with  their  own 
business  to  pry  into  the  conduct  of  their 
neiglibours,  and  too  indifferent,  in  point  of 
disposition,  to  interest  themselves  in  what 
they  conceive  to  be  foreign  to  their  own  con- 
corns.  They  are  woallhy  and  mercantile, 
of  consequence  liberal  and  adventurous  ;  and 
so  well  disposed  to  take  a  man's  own  word 
fur  iiis  importance,  that  they  suffer  themselves 
to  be  preyed  upon  by  sucii  a  bungling  set  of 
impostors  as  would  starve  for  lack  of  address 
in  any  other  country  under  the  sun.  This 
being  a  true  sketch  of  the  British  character, 
so  far  as  1  have  been  aule  to  observe  and 
learn,  you  will  easily  comjirehend  the  profits 
that  may  bo  extracted  from  it,  by  virtue  of 
those  arts  in  which  you  so  eminently  excel ; 
the  great,  the  unbounded  prospect  lies  be- 
fore me!  Indeed,  I  look  upon  this  opulent 
kingdom  as  a  wide  and  fertile  common,  on 
which  we  adventurers  may  range  for  prey 
without  let  or  molestation  :  for  so  jealous  are 
the  natives  of  their  liberties,  that  they  will 
not  bear  the  restraint  of  necessary  police, 
and  an  able  artist  may  enrich  himself  with 
tiieir  spoils,  witiiout  running  any  risk  of  at- 
tracting the  notice  of  the  magistrate,  or 
incurring  the  least  penalty  of  the  law. 

"  In  a  word,  this  metropolis  is  a  vast  mas- 
querade,  in  which  a  man  of  stratagem  may 
wear  a  thousand  different  disguises  without 
danger  of  detection.  There  is  a  variety  of 
shapes  in  which  we  the  knights  of  industry 
make  our  appearance  in  London.  One  glides 
into  a  nobleman's  house  in  the  capacity  of  a 
valet-de-chambrc,  and  in  a  few  montlis  leade 
tlic  whole  family  by  the  nose  ;  another  ex- 
hibits himself  to  the  public  as  an  empiric  oi 
operator  for  the  teetii,  and,  by  dint  of  assur- 
ance, and  affidavits  bearing  testimony  ta 
wonderful  cures  that  never  were  performed, 
whirls  himself  into  his  chariot,  and  lays  the 
town  under  contribution  ;  a  third  professes 
the  composition  of  music,  as  well  as  the  per- 
formance, and  by  moans  of  a  few  capriciosoi 
on  the  violin,  properly  introduced,  wrigglea 
himself  into  the  management  of  privata  and 
public  concerts  ;  and  a  fourtli  breaks  forth  at 
once  in  all  the  splendour  of  a  gay  equipage 
under  the  title  and  denomination  of  a  foreign 
count.  Not  to  mention  those  inferior  pro- 
jectors who  assume  the  characters  of  dancers, 
fencing-masters,  and  French  ushers,  or,  by 
renouncing  their  religion,  seek  to  obtain  a 
provision  for  life. 

"  Either  of  these  parts  will  turn  to  the 
account  of  an  able  actor:  and,  as  you  are 
equally  qualified  for  all,  you  may  choose  that 
which  is  most  suitable  to  your  own  inclina. 
tioii :  though,  in  my  opinion,  you  were  de- 
signed by  nature  to  shine  in  the  great  world. 
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*hich,  after  all,  is  tlie  most  ample  field  for 
(T  tn  of  genius,  because  llie  ganie  is  deeper, 
and  people  of  fasliion  beinir  for  tlie  most  part 
■nore  icrnorant,  indolent,  vain,  and  capricious 
ihan  their  inferiors,  arc  of  consequence  more 
easily  deceived  :  besides,  their  morals  sit 
generally  so  loose  about  them,  that  when  a 
gentleman  of  our  fraternity  is  discovered  in 
Uie  exercise  of  his  profession,  their  contempt 
pf  his  skill  is  the  only  disgrace  lie  incurs." 

Our  hero  was  so  well  pleased  wilii  this 
picture,  that  he  longed  to  peruse  the  original ; 
and,  before  these  two  friends  parted,  they 
nettled  all  the  operations  of  tiio  campaign. 
Ratchcali,  that  same  evening,  hired  magnifi- 
cent lodgings  for  Count  Fathom  in  the  court 
end  of  the  town,  and  furnished  his  wardrobe 
and  liveries  from  the  spoils  of  Monmouth 
street;  he  likewise  enlisted  another  Ibotman 
and  valet-de-chambre  into  his  service,  and 
bent  to  the  apartments  divers  largo  trunks, 
supposed  to  be  tilled  with  the  baggage  of  this 
foreign  nobleman,  though  in  reality  they  con- 
tained little  else  than  common  lumber. 

Ne.xt  day  our  adventurer  took  possession 
of  his  new  habitation,  after  having  left  to  his 
friend  and  associate  the  task  of  dismissing  the 
unfortunate  Elinor,  who  was  so  shocked  at 
the  unexpected  message  that  she  fainted  away; 
and  when  she  recovered  the  use  of  her  senses 
so  well  as  to  reflect  upon  her  forlorn  con- 
dition, she  was  seized  with  the  most  violent 
transports  of  grief  and  dismay,  by  which  her 
brain  was  disordered  to  such  a  degree,  that 
she  grew  furious  and  distracted,  and  was,  by 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Tyrolese, 
conveyed  into  the  hospital  of  Bethlem,  where 
we  shall  leave  her  for  the  present,  happily 
bereft  of  her  reason 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

He  appears  in  the  trreat  world  with  univer- 
sal applause  and  admiration. 

Meanwhile,  Fathom  and  his  engine  were 
busied  in  completing  his  equipage,  so  that  in 
a  few  days  he  had  procured  a  very  gay  chariot, 
adorned  with  painting,  gilding,  and  a  coat  of 
arms,  according  to  his  own  fancy  and  direc- 
tion. The  first  use  he  made  of  this  vehicle 
wa«  that  of  visiting  the  young  nobleman  from 
whom  he  had  received  such  important  civili- 
ties on  the  road,  in  consequence  of  an  invi- 
tation at  parting,  by  which  he  learned  his 
title  and  the  place  of  his  abode  in  London. 

Hia  lordship  was  not  only  pleased,  but 
proud  to  see  such  a  stranger  at  his  gate,  and 
entertained  him  with  excess  of  complaisance 
and  hospitality,  insomuch  that,  by  his  means, 
our  h<:ro  soon  became  acquainted  with  the 
whole  circle  of  polite  company,  by  whom  he 
wafl  caressed  for  his  insinuating  manners  and 
»grt>cable  conversation.  He  had  thought 
pro»er  to  tell  the  nobleman,  at  their  first  in- 


terview in  town,  that  his  reasons  for  conceal 
ing  his  knowledge  of  the  English  tongue  were 
now  removed,  and  that  he  would  no  longer 
deny  himself  the  pleasure  of  speaking  a  Ian., 
guago  which  had  been  always  music  t.:.  hi* 
ear  ;  he  had  also  thanked  his  lordship  for  his 
generous  interposition  at  the  inn,  which  whs 
an  instance  of  that  generosity  and  true  polite- 
ness which  are  engrossed  by  the  English 
people,  who  leave  nought  to  other  nations 
but  the  mere  shadow  of  these  virtues. 

A  testimony  like  this,  from  the  mouth  of 
such  a  noble  stranger,  won  llic  heart  of  tlie 
peer,  who  professed  a  friendship  for  him  on 
the  spot,  and  undertook  to  see  justice  dune 
to  his  lacquey,  who  in  a  short  time  was 
gratilied  with  a  share  of  the  seizure  which 
liad  been  made  upon  his  information,  amount- 
ing to  fifty  or  sixty  pounds. 

Ferdinand  put  not  forth  the  whole  strength 
of  his  accomplishments  at  once,  but  con- 
trived  to  spring  a  new  mine  of  qualification 
every  day,  to  the  surprise  and  admiration  of 
all  his  acquaintance.  He  was  gifted  with  a 
sort  of  elocution  much  more  specious  than 
solid,  and  spoke  on  every  subject  that  occur- 
red in  conversation  with  that  familiarity  and 
ease  which,  one  would  think,  could  only  be 
acquired  by  long  study  and  application.  This 
plausibility  and  confidence  are  faculties  really, 
inherited  from  nature,  and  efi'ectually  serve 
the  possessor,  in  lieu  of  that  learning  which 
is  not  to  bo  obtained  without  infinite  toil  and 
perseverance.  The  most  superficial  tincture 
of  the  arts  and  sciences  in  such  a  juggler  is 
sufficient  to  dazzle  the  understanding  of  half 
mankind,  and  if  managed  with  circumspec- 
tion, will  enable  him  even  to  spend  his  life 
among  the  literati,  without  once  forfeiting  the 
character  of  a  connoisseur. 

Our  hero  was  perfectly  master  of  this, 
legerdemain,  which  he  carried  to  such  a  pitch 
of  assurance,  as  to  declare  in  the  midst  of  a 
mathematical  assembly,  that  he  intended  to 
gratify  the  public  with  a  full  confutation  of 
Sir  Isaac  Newton's  philosophy,  to  the  nature 
of  which  he  was  as  muc^h  a  stranger  as  the 
most  savage  Hottentot  in  Africa.  His  pre- 
tensions to  profound  and  universal  knowledge 
were  supported  not  only  by  this  kind  of  pre. 
sumption,  but  also  by  the  facility  with  which 
he  spoke  so  many  dilTerent  languages,  and 
the  shrewd  remarks  he  had  made  in  the  coursf,* 
of  his  travels  and  observation. 

Among  politicians,  he  settled  the  balarace 
of  power  upon  a  certain  footing,  by  dint  of 
ingenious  schemes,  which  he  had  contrived 
fur  the  welfare  of  Europe  :  with  officers,  he 
reformed  the  art  of  war,  with  improvementa 
which  had  occurred  to  his  reflection  while 
he  was  engaged  in  a  military  life  :  he  some- 
times held  forth  upon  painting,  like  a  member 
of  the  Dilettanti  club  :  the  t^lieory  of  music 
was  a  tl*eme  upon  which  he  seemed  to  ex- 
patiate with  particular  pleasure  ;  in  the  pro- 
vinces  of  love  and  gallantry  he  was  a  pCi-feu 
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Oroondates  :  he  possessed  a  most  agreeable 
manner  of  tolling'  entertaining  stories,  of 
which  he  had  a  large  collection  :  he  sung 
with  great  melody  and  taste,  and  played  upon 
the  violin  with  surprising  execution.  To 
these  qualifications  let  us  add  his  affability 
and  pliant  disposition,  and  then  the  reader 
will  not  wonder  that  he  was  looked  upon  as 
the  pattern  of  human  perfection,  and  his  ac- 
fjiiaiiitance  courted  accordingly. 

While  he  thus  captivated  the  favour  and 
afibction  of  the  English  nobility,  he  did  not 
neglect  to  take  other  measures  in  behalf  of 
the  partnership  to  which  he  had  subscribed. 
The  adventure  with  the  two  squires  at  Paris 
had  v/eakened  his  appetite  for  play,  which 
was  not  at  all  restored  by  the  observations 
ho  had  made  in  London,  where  the  art  of 
gaming  is  reduced  into  a  regular  system,  and 
its  professors  so  laudably  devoted  to  the  dis- 
charge of  their  functions,  as  to  observe  the 
most  temperate  regimen,  lest  their  invention 
snould  be  impaired  by  the  fatigue  of  watching 
or  exercise,  and  their  ideas  disturbed  by  the 
fumes  of  indigestion.  No  Indian  brachmin 
could  live  more  abstemiously  than  two  of  the 
pack,  who  hunted  in  couple,  and  kennelled 
in  the  upper  apartments  of  the  hotel  in  which 
our  adventurer  lived :  they  abstained  from 
animal  food  with  the  abhorrence  of  Pytha- 
goreans, their  drink  was  the  pure  simple  ele- 
ment, they  were  vomited  once  a-week,  took 
pliysic  or  a  glyster  every  third  day,  spent  the 
i'jrcnoon  in  algebraical  calculations,  and 
slept  from  four  o'clock  till  midnight,  that 
they  might  then  take  the  field  with  that  cool 
serenity  which  is  the  effect  of  refreshment 
and  repose. 

These  were  terms  upon  which  our  hero 
would  not  risk  his  fortune  ;  he  was  too  much 
addicted  to  pleasure  to  forego  every  other 
enjoyment  but  that  of  amassing  ;  and  did  not 
60  much  depend  upon  his  dexterity  in  play  as 
upon  his  talent  of  insinuation,  which  by  this 
time  had  succeeded  so  far  beyond  his  expecta- 
tion, that  he  began  to  indulge  the  hope  of 
enslaving  the  heart  of  some  rich  heiress, 
whose  fortune  would  at  once  raise  him  above 
all  dependence.  Indeed  no  man  ever  sot  out 
with  a  fiiirer  prospect  on  such  an  expedition  ; 
for  he  had  found  means  to  render  himself  so 
agreeable  to  the  fair  sex,  that,  like  the  boxes 
of  the  playhouse  during  the  representation 
of  a  new  performance,  his  company  was  often 
oospoke  for  a  series  of  weeks ;  and  no  lady, 
whether  widow,  wife,  or  maiden,  ever  men- 
tioned his  name,  without  some  epithet  of 
esteem  or  affection,  such  as  the  dear  count! 
the.  charming  man !  the  nonpareil .'  or  the 
aufrel ! 

While  lie  thus  shone  in  the  zenith  of  ad- 
miration, it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  he  could 
nave  melted  some  wealthy  dowager  or  opulent 
ward;  but  being  an  enemy  to  all  precipitate 
jMgagementB,  lio  resolved  to  act  with  great 


care  and  deliberation  in  an  affair  of  such  in» 
portance,  especially  as  he  did  not  find  himsell 
iiurried  by  the  importunities  of  want;  for 
since  his  arrival  in  England,  he  had  rathe' 
increased  than  exhausted  his  finances,  by 
methods  equally  certain  and  secure.  In  a 
ward,  he,  with  the  assistance  of  Ptatchcah 
carried  on  a  traffic,  which  yielded  great  pro-> 
fits,  without  subjecting  the  trader  to  the  least 
loss  or  inconvenience.  Fathom,  for  example, 
wore  upon  his  finger  a  large  brilliant,  wliich 
he  played  to  such  advantage  one  night,  at  a 
certain  nobleman's  house,  where  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  entertain  the  company  with  a 
solo  on  the  violin,  that  every  body  present 
took  notice  of  its  uncommon  lustre,  and  it 
was  handed  about  for  the  perusal  of  every 
individual.  The  water  and  the  workmanship 
v/ere  universally  admired ;  and  one  among 
the  rest  having  expressed  a  desire  of  knowing 
the  value  of  such  a  jewel,  the  count  seized 
that  opportunity  of  entertaining  them  with  a 
learned  disquisition  into  the  nature  of  stones  ; 
this  introduced  the  history  of  the  diamond  in 
question,  which  he  said  had  been  purchased 
of  an  Indian  trader  of  Fort  St  George,  at  an 
under  price ;  so  that  the  present  proprietor 
could  afford  to  sell  it  at  a  very  reasonable 
rate  ;  and  concluded  with  telling  the  com- 
pany,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  been 
importuned  to  wear  it  by  the  jeweller,  who 
imagined  it  would  have  a  better  chance  for 
attracting  a  purchaser  on  his  finger,  than 
while  it  remained  in  his  own  custody. 

This  declaration  was  no  sooner  made,  thari 
a  certain  lady  of  quality  bespoke  the  refusal 
of  the  jewel,  and  desired  Ferdinand  to  send 
the  owner  next  day  to  her  house,  where  he 
accordingly  waited  upon  iier  ladyship  with 
the  ring,  for  which  he  received  one  hundred 
and  fifty  guineas,  two-thirds  of  the  sum  being 
clear  gain,  and  equally  divided  betwixt  the 
associates.  Nor  was  this  bargain  such  as 
reflected  dishonour  upon  the  lady's  taste,  or 
could  bo  productive  of  ill  consequences  to  the 
merchant ;  for  the  method  of  estimating  dia- 
monds is  altogether  arbitrary;  and  Ratchcali 
who  was  an  exquisite  lapidary,  had  set  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  have  imposed  upon 
any  ordinary  jeweller.  By  these  means  of 
introduction,  the  Tyrolese  soon  monopolized 
the  custom  of  a  great  many  noble  families, 
upon  which  he  levied  large  contributions, 
without  incurring  the  least  suspicion  of  de- 
ceit ;  he  every  day,  out  of  pure  esteem  ai.d 
gratitude  fi)r  the  honour  of  their  commands, 
entertained  them  with  the  sight  of  some  new 
trinket,  which  he  was  never  permitted  tc 
carry  home  unsold  ;  and  from  the  profits  of 
each  job,  a  tax  was  raised  for  the  benefit  of 
our  adventurer. 

Yet  his  indnltos  were  not  confined  to  tht; 
article  of  jewels,  which  constituted  only  one 
part  of  liis  revenue  :  by  the  industry  of  his 
understrapper,  he  procured  a  number  of  olij 
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prazy  fiddles,  wliicli  were  tlirown  aside  as 
lumber ;  upon  wliicli  he  counterfeited  tlie 
Cremona  mark,  and  otherwise  cooked  then! 
up  with  great  dexterity  ;  so  that,  when  he  had 
uccasion  to  regale  the  lovers  of  music,  he 
rt'ould  eicnd  for  one  of  these  vamped  instru- 
ments, and  extract  from  it  such  tones  as  quite 
ravislied  the  hearers ;  among  whom  there 
was  always  some  conceited  pretender,  wlio 
•p;ke  in  raptures  of  the  violin,  and  gave  our 
hen  an  opportunity  of  launching  out  in  its 
pro  se,  and  declaring  it  was  the  best  Cremona 
lie  had  ever  touched.  This  encomium  never 
failed  to  inflame  the  desires  of  the  audience, 
to  some  one  of  whom  he  was  generous 
enough  to  part  with  it  at  prime  cost,  that  is, 
for  twenty  or  thirty  guineas  clear  profit ;  for 
he  was  ollcn  able  to  oblige  his  friends  in  this 
manner,  because,  being  an  eminent  connois- 
seur, his  countenance  was  solicited  by  all  the 
musicians  who  wanted  to  dispose  of  such 
movables. 

Nor  did  he  neglect  the  other  resources  of 
a  skilful  virtuoso.  Every  auction  afforded 
some  picture,  in  which,  though  it  had  been 
overlooked  by  the  ignorance  of  the  times,  he 
recognized  the  style  of  a  great  master,  and 
made  a  merit  of  recommending  it  to  some 
noble  friend.  This  commerce  he  likewise 
extended  to  medals,  bronzes,  busts,  intaglios, 
and  old  china,  and  kept  divers  artificers  con- 
tinually employed  in  making  antiques  for  the 
English  nobility.  Tims  he  went  on  with  such 
rapidity  of  success  in  all  his  endeavours,  that 
he  himself  was  astonished  at  the  infatuation 
lie  had  produced.  Nothing  was  so  wretched 
omong  the  productions  of  art,  that  he  could 
not  impose  upon  the  world  as- a  capital  per- 
formance ;  and  so  fascinated  were  the  eyes 
of  his  admirers,  he  could  easily  have  per- 
suaded them  that  a  barber's  bason  was  an 
Etrurian  Patera,  and  the  cover  of  a  copper 
pot,  no  other  than  the  shield  of  Ancns  Mar- 
tins. In  short,  it  was  become  so  fashionable 
to  consult  the  count  in  every  thing  relating 
to  taste  and  politeness,  that  not  a  plan  was 
drawn,  not  even  a  house  furnished,  without 
his  advice  and  approbation  ;  nay,  to  such  a 
degree  did  his  reputation  in  these  matters 
excel,  that  a  particular  pattern  of  paper- 
liangings  was  known  by  the  name  of  Fathom  ; 
and  his  hall  was  every  morning  crowded  with 
upholsterers  and  other  tradesmen,  who  came, 
by  order  of  their  employers,  to  learn  his 
choice,  and  take  his  directions. 

The  character  and  influence  he  thus  ac- 
quired he  took  care  to  maintain  with  the 
utmost  assiduity  and  circumspection :  he 
ne/er  failed  to  appear  the  chief  personage  at 
all  public  diversions  and  private  assemblies, 
not  only  in  conversation  and  dress,  but  also 
in  the  article  of  dancing,  in  which  he  out- 
stripped all  his  fellows,  as  far  as  in  every 
other  genteel  accomplishment. 
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He  attracts  the  envy  and  ill  offices  of  tlie 
minor  knights  of  his  own  order,  over 
whom  he  obtains  a  complete  victori/. 

Such  a  pre-eminence  could  not  be  enjovorf 
without  exciting  the  malevolence  of  envy  ant 
detraction,  in  the  propagation  of  which  nono 
were  so  industrious  as  the  brethren  of  his 
own  order,  who  had,  like  him,  made  a  do- 
scent  upon  this  island,  and  could  not,  without 
repining,  see  the  whole  harvest  in  tiic  l-.andfs 
of  one  man,  who,  with  equal  art  and  discre- 
tion, avoided  all  intercourse  with  their  so- 
ciety. In  vain  they  strove  to  discover  his 
pedigree,  and  detect  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  his  life  and  conversation  ;  all  their 
inquiries  were  baflled  by  the  obscurity  of  his 
origin,  and  that  solitary  scheme  which  he 
had  adopted  in  the  beginning  of  his  career. 
The  whole  fruit  of  their  investigation  amount- 
ed to  no  more  than  a  certainty  that  there  was 
no  family  of  any  consideration  in  Europe 
known  by  the  denomination  of  Fathom  ;  and 
this  discovery  they  did  not  fail  to  divulge 
for  the  beneflt  of  our  adventurer,  who  had 
by  this  time  taken  such  firm  root  in  the  fa- 
vour of  the  great,  as  to  set  all  those  little  arts 
at  defiance  ;  and  when  the  report  reached  his 
ear,  actually  made  his  friends  merry  with 
the  conjectures  which  had  been  circulated  at 
his  expense. 

His  adversaries,  finding  themselves  dis- 
appointed in  this  effort,  held  a  consultation 
to  devise  other  measures  against  him,  and 
came  to  a  resolution  of  ending  him  by  the 
sword,  or  rather  of  expelling  him  from  the 
kingdom,  by  the  fear  of  death,  which  they 
hoped  he  had  not  courage  enough  to  resist, 
because  his  deportment  had  been  always  re- 
markably mild  and  pacific.  It  was  upon  this 
supposition,  that  they  left  to  the  determina 
tion  of  the  dice  the  choice  of  the  person  who 
should  execute  their  plan  ;  and  the  lot  falling 
upon  a  Swiss,  who,  i-rom  the  station  of  a 
foot-soldier  in  the  Dutch  service,  outof  whicli 
he  had  been  drummed  for  tlief^,  had  erected 
himself  into  the  rank  of  a  self-created  cheva- 
lier :  this  hero  fortified  himself  with  a  double 
dose  of  brandy,  and  betook  himself  to  a  cer- 
tain noted  coffee-house,  with  an  intent  to 
affront  Count  Fathom  in  public. 

He  was  lucky  enough  to  find  our  adven- 
turer  sitting  at  a  table  in  conversation  with 
some  persons  of  the  first  rank  :  upon  whicli 
he  seated  himself  in  the  next  box,  mm,  after 
having  intruded  himself  into  their  discourse, 
which  happened  to  turn  uf)on  the  politics  of 
some  German  courts, — "  Count,"  said  he  to 
Ferdinand,  in  a  very  abrupt  and  disagreeablo 
manner  of  address,  "  I  was  last  night  in  com- 
pany with  some  gentlemen,  among  whom  a 


440 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


dispute  happened  about  the  place  of  your 
nativity;  pray,  what  country  are  you  of?" 
"  Sir,"  answered  the  other,  with  great  po- 
liteness, "  I  at  present  have  the  honour  to  be 
in  Eng-land."  "  Oho!"  replied  the  chevalier, 
"  I  ask  your  pardon,  that  is  to  say  you  are 
incog.  Some  people  may  find  it  convenient  to 
keep  themselves  in  that  situation."  "  True," 
said  the  count,  "  but  some  people  are  too 
well  known  to  enjoy  that  privilege."  The 
Swiss  being  a  little  disconcerted  at  this 
repartee,  which  extracted  a  smile  from  the 
audience,  after  some  pause,  observed,  that 
persons  of  a  certain  class  had  good  reason  to 
drop  the  remembrance  of  what  they  have 
been  ;  but  a  good  citizen  will  not  forget  his 
country  or  former  condition.  "  And  a  bad 
citizen,"  said  Fathom,  "cannot  if  he  would, 
provided  he  has  met  with  his  deserts  ;  a 
sharper  may  as  well  forget  the  shape  of  a  die, 
or  a  discarded  soldier  the  sound  of  a  drum." 

As  the  chevalier's  character  and  story  were 
not  unknown,  this  application  raised  a  uni- 
versal laugh  at  his  expense,  which  provoked 
him  to  such  a  degree,  that  starting  up,  he 
swore  Fathom  could  not  have  mentioned  any 
object  in  nature  that  he  himself  resembled  so 
much  as  a  drum,  which  was  exactly  typified 
by  his  emptiness  and  sound,  with  this  differ- 
ence, however,  that  a  drum  was  never  noisy 
till  beaten,  whereas  the  count  would  never 
be  quiet,  until  he  should  have  undergone  the 
same  discipline.  So  saying,  he  laid  his  hand 
upon  his  sword,  with  a  menacing  look,  and 
walked  out  as  if  in  expectation  of  being  fol- 
lowed by  our  adventurer,  who  suffered  him- 
self to  be  detained  by  the  company,  and  very 
calmly  took  notice,  that  his  antagonist  would 
not  be  ill  pleased  at  their  interposition. 
Perhaps  he  would  not  have  comported  him- 
self with  such  ease  and  deliberation,  had  not 
he  made  such  remarks  upon  the  disposition 
of  the  chevalier,  as  convinced  him  of  his  own 
safety.  He  had  perceived  a  perplexity  and 
perturbation  in  the  countenance  of  the  Swiss, 
when  he  first  entered  the  coffee-room  :  his 
blunt  and  precipitate  way  of  accosting  him, 
seemed  to  denote  confusion  and  compulsion  ; 
and,  in  the  midst  of  his  ferocitj',  this  accurate 
observer  discerned  tlie  trepidation  of  fear. 
iiy  the  help  of  these  signs,  his  sagacity  soon 
comprehended  the  nature  of  his  schemes, 
end  prepared  accordingly  for  a  formal  de- 
fiance. 

His  conjecture  was  verified  next  moming 
by  a  visit  from  the  chevalier,  who  taking  it 
for  granted  that  Fathom  would  not  face  an 
adversary  in  the  field,  because  lie  had  not 
followed  him  from  the  coffee-house,  went  to 
his  lodgings  with  great  confidence,  and  de- 
manded to  see  the  count  upon  an  afl^iir  that 
would  admit  of  no  delay.  Maurice,  accord- 
ing to  his  instructions,  told  him  that  his 
master  was  gone  out,  but  desired  he  would 
have  the  goodness  to  repose  himself  in  a 
'j:>-'our.  t'U  the  count's  return,  which  he  ex- 


pected every  moment.  Ferdinand,  wlio  htu, 
taken  post  in  a  proper  place  for  observation, 
seeing  his  antagonist  fairly  admitted,  took 
the  same  road,  and  appearing  before  him, 
wrapped  up  in  a  long  Spanish  cloak,  desired 
to  know  what  had  ])rocured  him  the  honour 
of  such  an  early  visit.  The  Swiss,  raising 
his  voice  to  conceal  his  agitation,  explained 
his  errand,  in  demanding  reparation  for  tho 
injury  his  honour  had  sustained  the  preceding 
day,  in  that  odious  allusion  to  a  scandalous 
report  which  had  been  raised  by  the  malice 
of  his  enemies  :  and  insisted,  in  a  very  im- 
perious style,  upon  his  attending  him  forth- 
with to  the  nursery  in  Hyde  park.  "Have 
a  little  patience,"  said  our  adventurer,  with 
great  composure,  "  and  I  will  do  myself  the 
pleasure  to  wait  upon  you  in  a  few  mo- 
ments." ^ 

With  these  words,  he  rung  the  bell,  and 
calling  for  a  bason  of  water,  laid  aside  his 
cloak,  and  displayed  himself  in  his  shirt,  with 
a  sword  in  his  right  hand,  which  was  all  over 
besmeared  with  recent  blood,  as  if  he  had 
just  come  from  the  slaughter  of  a  foe.  This 
phenomenon  made  such  an  impression  upon 
the  astonished  chevalier,  already  discomposed 
by  the  resolute  behaviour  of  the  count,  that 
he  became  jaundiced  with  terror  and  dismay, 
and,  while  his  teeth  chattered  in  his  head, 
told  our  hero  he  had  hoped,  from  his  known 
politeness,  to  have  found  him  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge an  injury  which  might  have  been 
the  effect  of  anger  or  misapprehension,  in 
which  case  the  atfair  might  have  been  com- 
promised to  their  mutual  satisfaction,  with- 
out  proceeding  to  those  extremities,  which, 
among  men  of  honour,  are  always  accounted 
the  last  resource.  To  this  representation 
Ferdinand  answered,  that  the  affair  had  been 
of  the  chevalier's  own  seeking,  inasmuch  as 
he  had  intruded  himself  into  his  company, 
and  treated  him  with  the  most  insolent  and 
unprovoked  abuse,  which  plainly  flowed  fr-irrt 
a  premeditp.ted  design  against  his  honour  and 
reputation  ;  he,  therefore,  far  from  being  dis- 
posed to  own  himself  in  the  wrong,  would 
not  even  accept  of  a  public  acknowledge- 
ment from  him,  the  aggressor,  whom  he 
looked  upon  as  an  infamous  sharper,  and  was 
resolved  to  chastise  accordingly. 

Here  the  conversation  was  interrupted  by 
the  arrival  of  a  person  who  was  brought  to 
the  door  in  a  chair,  and  ccnducted  into  ano- 
ther apartment,  from  which  a  message  was 
brought  to  the  count,  importing,  that  the 
stranger  desired  to  speak  with  him  upon 
business  of  the  last  importance.  Fathom. 
having  chid  the  servant  for  admitting  people 
without  his  order,desircd  the  Swiss  to  excise 
him  for  a  minute  longer,  and  went  into  ihe 
next  room,  from  whence  the  following  dia- 
logue was  overheard  by  this  challenger. 
"Count,"  said  the  stranger,  "you  are  nol 
ignorant  of  my  pretensions  to  the  heart  ot 
that  young  lady,  at  whose  house  I  met  yo» 
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festerday  ;  therefore  you  cannot  be  surprised 
when  I  declare  niysclf  diti|)leased  with  your 
visits  and  behaviour  to  my  mistress,  and  de- 
mand tliat  you  will  instantly  promise  to  drop 
the  correspjudeiice."  "  Klse  what  follows  !" 
answered  Ferdinand,  with  a  cool  and  tem- 
perate voice.  "  My  resentment  and  imme- 
diate defiance,"  replied  the  other:  "for  tiie 
only  alternative  I  propose,  is  to  forego  your 
design  upon  that  lady,  or  to  decide  our  pre- 
tensions by  the  sword." 

Our  hero,  having  expressed  a  regard  for 
this  visitant  as  the  son  of  a  gentleman  whom 
he  honoured,  was  at  the  pains  to  represent 
the  unreasonableness  of  his  demand,  and  tiie 
tolly  of  his  presumjjtion  ;  and  earnestly  ex- 
horted him  to  put  the  issue  of  his  cause  upon 
a  more  safe  and  equitable  footing.  But  this 
admonition,  instead  of  appeasing  the  wrath, 
seemed  to  iiiHame  the  resentment  of  the 
opponent,  who  swore  he  would  not  leave  him 
until  he  should  have  accomplished  the  pur- 
port of  his  errand.  In  vain  our  adventurer 
requested  luilf  an  hour  for  the  dispatch  of 
some  urgent  business,  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged with  a  gentleman  in  the  other  parlour: 
this  impetuous  rival  rejected  all  the  terms  he 
could  propose,  and  even  challenged  him  to 
decide  the  controversy  upon  the  spot ;  an 
expedient  to  which  the  other  having  assented 
with  reluctance,  the  door  was  secured,  the 
swords  unslieathed,  and  a  hot  engagement 
ensued,  to  the  inexpressible  pleasure  of  the 
Swiss,  who  did  not  doubt  that  he  himself 
ivould  be  screened  from  all  danger  by  tiie 
event  of  this  rencounter :  nevertheless,  his 
.lope  was  disappointed  in  tlie  defeat  of  the 
stranger,  who  was  quickly  disarmed,  in  con- 
sequence  of  a  wound  through  the  sword-arm  ; 
upon  which  occasion  Faliiom  was  heard  to 
say,  that,  in  consideration  of  his  youth  and 
family,  he  had  snared  his  life  ;  but  he  would 
not  act  with  the  same  tenderness  towards 
any  other  antagonist.  He  then  bound  up 
the  limb  he  had  disabled,  conducted  the  van- 
quished party  to  his  chair,  rejoined  the  che- 
valier with  a  serene  countenance,  and,  asking 
pardon  for  having  detained  him  so  long, 
proposed  they  should  instantly  set  out  in  a 
hackney-coach  fur  the  place  of  appointment. 

The  stratagem,  thus  conducted,  had  all  the 
success  the  inventor  could  desire.  The  fear 
of  the  Swiss  had  risen  almost  to  an  ecstasy 
before  the  count  quitted  the  room  ;  but  after 
this  sham  battle,  which  had  been  precon- 
certed betwixt  our  adventurer  and  his  friend 
Ratchcali,  the  chevalier's  terrors  were  un- 
speakable. He  considered  Fathom  as  a 
devil  incarnate,  and  went  into  the  coach  as 
a  malefactor  bound  for  Tyburn.  He  would 
have  gladly  compounded  for  the  loss  of  a  leg 
or  ami,  and  entertained  some  transicn  ,  gleams 
of  hope,  that  he  should  escape  fcr  half  a 
dozen  flesh-wounds,  which  he  would  have 
willingly  received  as  the  price  of  his  pre- 
Bump  ion  ;  but  these  hojies  were  banished  by 
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the  remembrance  of  that  dreadful  declaration 
wliicli  he  had  heard  the  count  make,  after 
having  overcome  his  last  aaversary  ;  and  ho 
continued  under  the  jiower  of  the  most  un- 
supportable  panic,  until  the  carriage  halted 
at  Hyde  park  corner,  where  Ik;  crawled  forth 
in  a  most  piteous  and  lamentable  condition ; 
so  that,  when  they  reached  the  sjiot.  he  wai 
scarce  able  to  stand. 

Here  he  made  an  effort  to  speak,  and  pro- 
pose an  accommodation  upon  a  new  plan,  by 
wliicli  he  promised  to  leave  his  cause  to  the 
arbiirement  of  those  gentlemen  who  were 
present  at  the  rupture,  and  to  ask  jiardon  of 
the  count,  providf^d  he  should  bo  found  guilty 
of  a  trespass  upon  good  manners  :  but  this 
projiosal  would  not  satisfy  the  implacable 
Ferdinand,  who,  perceivip'f  the  agony  of  the 
Swiss,  resolved  to  make  the  most  of  the  ad- 
venture; and  giving  him  to  understand  he 
was  not  a  man  to  be  trifled  with,  desired 
him  to  draw  without  further  preamble.  Thus 
compelied,  the  unfortunate  gamester  pulled 
ofl'  his  coat,  and  putting  himself  in  a  posture, 
to  use  the  words  of  Nym, — "winked  and 
held  out  his  cold  iron." 

Our  adventurer,  far  from  making  a  gentle 
use  of  the  advantages  he  jjossessed,  fiercely 
attacked  him,  while  he  was  incapable  of  mak- 
ing resistance,  and  aiming  at  a  fleshy  part, 
ran  him  through  the  arm  and  outside  of  the 
shoulder  at  the  very  first  pass  :  the  chevalier, 
already  stupified  with  the  horror  of  expecta- 
tion, no  sooner  felt  his  adversary's  point  In 
his  body,  than  he  fell  to  the  ground,  and,  con- 
eluding  he  was  no  longer  a  man  for  this 
world,  began  to  cross  himself  with  great 
devotion,  while  Fathom  walked  home  delibe- 
rately,  and  in  his  way  sent  a  couple  of  chair- 
men to  the  assistance  of  the  wounded  knight. 

This  achievement,  which  could  not  be  con- 
cealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the  public,  not 
only  furnished  the  character  of  Fathom  with 
fresh  wreaths  of  admiration  and  applause, 
but  likewise  effectually  secured  him  from  any 
future  attempts  of  his  enemies,  to  whom  the 
Swiss,  fi)r  his  own  sake,  had  communicated 
such  terrible  ideas  of  his  valour,  as  overawed 
the  whole  community. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

He  performs  another  exploit,  that  conveys 
a  true  idea  of  his  gratitude  and  honour. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  celebrated  victory, 
that  he  was  invited  to  spend  part  of  the  sum- 
mer at  the  house  of  a  country  gentleman, 
who  lived  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Lon- 
don, possessed  of  a  very  opulent  fortune,  the 
greatest  part  of  which  was  expended  in  acts 
of  old  English  hospitality.  He  had  met  with 
our  hero  by  accident  at  the  table  of  a  certain 
great  man,  and  was  so  struck  with  his  man- 
ner and  conversation,  as  to  desire  his  ac- 
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quaintance,  and  cultivate  his  friendship;  and 
he  thought  himself  extremely  happy  in  having 
prevailed  upon  him  to  pass  a  few  weeks  in 
uis  family. 

Fathom,  among  his  other  observations, 
perceived  that  there  was  a  domestic  uneasi- 
ness, occasioned  by  a  very  beautiful  young 
creature  about  the  age  of  fitleen,  who  resided 
in  *he  house  under  the  title  of  tiie  gentleman's 
niece,  though  she  was  in  reality  his  natural 
daughter,  born  before  his  marriage.  This 
circumstance  was  not  unknown  to  his  lady, 
by  whose  express  approbation  he  h;id  be- 
stowed particular  attention  upon  the  educa- 
tion of  the  child,  whom  we  shall  distinguish 
by  the  name  of  Celinda  :  their  liberality  in 
this  particular  had  not  been  misapplied  ;  for 
she  not  only  gave  marks  of  uncommon  capa- 
city, but  as  she  grew  up,  became  more  and 
more  amiable  in  her  person,  and  was  now 
returned  from  the  boarding-school,  possessed 
of  every  accomplishment  that  could  be  ac- 
quired by  one  of  her  age  and  opportunities. 
These  qualifications,  which  endeared  her  to 
every  other  person,  excited  the  jealousy  and 
displeasure  of  her  supposed  aunt,  who  could 
not  bear  to  see  her  own  children  eclipsed  by 
this  illegitimate  daughter,  whom  she  there- 
fore discountenanced  upon  all  occasions,  and 
exposed  to  such  mortifications  as  would  in 
all  appearance  drive  her  from  her  father's 
house.  This  persecuting  spirit  was  very  dis- 
agreeable to  the  husband,  who  loved  Ceiinda 
witli  a  truly  paternal  affection,  and  produced 
abundance  of  family  disquiet ;  but  being  a 
man  of  a  peaceable  and  yielding  disposition, 
he  could  not  long  maintain  the  resolution  he 
had  taken  in  her  favour,  and  therefore  he 
ceased  oj)posingthe  malevolence  of  his  wife. 
In  this  unfortunate  predicament  stood  the 
fair  bastard,  at  the  arrival  of  our  adventurer, 
who,  being  allured  by  her  charms,  and  ap- 
prised of  her  situation  at  the  same  time,  took 
the  generous  resolution  to  undermine  her 
innocence,  tiiat  he  might  banquet  his  vicious 
appetite  witii  the  spoils  of  her  beauty.  Per- 
haps such  a  brutal  design  might  not  have 
entered  his  imagination,  if  he  liad  not  ob- 
served, in  the  disposition  of  this  hapless 
maiden,  certain  peculiarities,  from  which  he 
derived  the  most  confident  presages  of  suc- 
cess. Besides  a  total  want  of  experience, 
that  lefl  her  open  and  unguarded  against  the 
attacks  of  the  other  sex,  she  discovered  a 
remarkable  spirit  of  credulity  and  supersti- 
tious fear,  which  had  been  cherished  by  the 
conversation  of  iier  school-fellows  :  she  was 
particularly  fond  of  music,  in  which  she  had 
made  some  progress  ;  but  so  delicate  was  the 
texture  of  her  nerves,  that  one  day,  while 
Fathom  entertained  the  company  with  a 
favourite  air,  she  actually  swooned  with  plea- 
sure. 

Such  sensibility,  our  projector  well  knew, 
must  be  diffused  through  all  the  passions  of 
\wr  heart,   he  congratulated  himself  upon 


the  sure  ascendency  he  had  gained  over  hei 
in  this  particular ;  and  fortiiwith  began  to 
execute  the  plan  he  had  erected  for  her  de- 
struction.  That  he  might  the  more  effect- 
ually deceive  the  vigilance  of  her  father's 
wife,  he  threw  such  a  dash  of  aflcctation  iato 
his  complaisance  towards  Celinda,  as  could 
not  escape  the  notice  of  that  prj'ing  matron, 
though  it  was  not  palpable  enough  to  die- 
oblige  the  young  lady  herself,  who  could  not 
so  well  distinguish  between  overstrained 
courtefc-y  and  real  good  breeding :  this  beha- 
viour screened  hirn  from  the  suspicion  of  tho 
family,  who  considered  it  as  an  effort  of  po- 
liteness, to  cover  his  indifference  and  disgust 
for  the  daughter  of  his  friend,  who  had  by 
this  time  given  some  reason  to  believe  she 
looked  upon  him  with  the  eyes  of  affection  ; 
so  that  the  opportunities  he  enjoyed  of  con- 
versing with  her  in  private,  were  less  liable 
to  intrusion  or  inquiry.  Indeed,  from  what 
I  have  already  observed,  touching  the  senti- 
ments of  her  stepdame,  that  lady,  far  from 
taking  measures  for  thwarting  our  hero's 
design,  would  have  rejoiced  at  the  execution 
of  it ;  and  had  she  been  informed  of  his  intent, 
might  have  fallen  upon  some  method  to  fa- 
cilitate the  enterprise :  but,  as  he  solely 
depended  upon  his  own  talents,  ho  never 
dreamed  of  soliciting  such  an  auxiliary. 

Under  cover  of  instructing  and  accom- 
pUshing  her  in  the  exercise  of  music,  he  could 
not  want  occasions  for  promoting  his  aim  ; 
when,  afler  having  soothed  iier  sense  of  hear- 
ing, even  to  a  degree  of  ravishment,  so  as  to 
extort  from  her  an  exclamation,  importing, 
that  he  was  surely  something  supernatural : 
he  never  failed  to  whisper  some  insidious 
compliment  or  tale  of  love,  exquisitely  suited 
to  the  emotions  of  Jier  soul.  Thus  was  her 
heart  insensibly  subdued,  though  more  than 
half  his  work  was  still  undone;  for,  at  al. 
times,  she  disclosed  such  purity  of  sentiment, 
such  inviolable  attachment  to  religion  and 
virtue,  and  seemed  so  averse  to  all  sorts  of 
inflammatory  discourse,  that  he  durst  not 
presume  upon  the  footing  he  had  gained  in 
her  affection,  to  explain  the  baseness  of  his 
desire  ;  he  therefore  applied  to  another  of 
her  passions,  that  proved  the  bane  of  liei 
virtue  ;  this  was  her  timidity,  which  at  first 
beingconstitutional,  was  afterwards  increased 
by  the  circumstances  of  her  education,  and 
now  aggravated  by  tiie  artful  conversation 
of  Fathom,  which  he  chequered  with  dismal 
stories  of  omens,  portents,  prophecies,  and 
apparitions,  delivered  upon  such  unquestion- 
able testimony,  and  with  such  marks  of  con- 
viction, as  captivated  the  bciief  of  the  de- 
voted Celinda,  and  filled  her  imagination 
with  unceasing  terrors. 

In  vain  she  strove  to  dispel  those  frightful 
ideas,  and  avoid  such  topics  of  discourse  for 
the  future  :  the  more  she  endeavoured  to 
banish  them,  the  more  troublesome  they  be- 
came ;  and  such  was  her  infatuation,  that  as 
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her  terrors  increased,  lier  thirst  ailcr  tiiat 
Bort  uf  knowlodgfe  was  augmented.  Many 
sleepless  nights  did  shij  pass  amidst  those 
horrors  ol'llincy,  starting  at  every  noise,  and 
sweating  witli  dreary  apprelicnsion,  yet 
ishamed  to  own  lior  fears,  or  solicit  the  com- 
fort of  a  bed-fellow,  lest  she  should  incur  the 
ridicule  and  censure  of  her  father's  wife ; 
and  what  rendered  this  disposition  the  more 
irksome,  was  the  solitary  situation  of  her 
chamber,  that  stood  at  the  end  of  a  long 
^Uery  scarce  within  hearing  of  any  other 
inhabited  part  of  the  house. 

All  these  circumstances  had  been  duly 
weighed  by  our  projector,  who,  having  pre- 
pared Celinda  for  his  purpose,  stole  at  mid- 
jiglit  from  his  apartment,  which  was  in 
another  story,  and,  approaching  her  door, 
there  uttered  a  piteous  groan;  then  softly 
retired  to  his  bed,  in  full  confidence  of  seeing 
next  day  the  eflect  of  this  operation  ;  nor  did 
his  arrow  miss  the  mark.  Poor  Celinda's 
countenance  gave  such  indications  of  melan- 
choly and  dismay,  that  he  could  not  omit 
asking  the  cause  of  her  disquiet,  and  she,  at 
his  earnest  request,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
communicate  the  dreadful  salutation  of  the 
preceding  night,  which  she  considered  as  an 
omen  of  death  to  some  person  in  the  family, 
in  all  probability  to  herself,  as  the  groan 
seemed  to  issue  from  one  corner  of  her  own 
apartment.  Our  adventurer  argued  against 
this  supposition,  as  contradictory  to  the 
common  observation  of  those  supernatural 
warnings  ;  which  are  not  usually  imparted  to 
the  person  who  is  doomed  to  die,  but  to  some 
faithful  friend,  or  trusty  servant,  particularly 
interested  in  the  event.  lie  therefore  sup- 
posed, tiiat  the  groans  foreboded  the  death 
of  my  lady,  who  seemed  to  be  in  a  drooping 
state  of  iiealth,  and  were,  by  her  genius, 
conveyed  to  the  organs  of  Celinda,  who  was 
the  chief  sufferer  by  her  jealous  and  barbar- 
ous disposition  :  he  likewise  expressed  an 
earnest  desire  to  be  an  ear-witness  of  such 
solemn  communication,  and,  alleging  that  it 
was  highly  improper  for  a  young  lady  of  her 
delicate  feelings  to  expose  herself  alone  to 
such  another  dismal  visitation,  begged  he 
might  be  allowed  to  watch  all  night  in  her 
chamber,  in  order  to  defend  her  from  the 
shocking  impressions  of  fear. 

Though  no  person  over  stood  more  in  need 
of  a  companion  or  guard,  and  her  heart 
throbbed  with  transports  of  dismay  at  the 
prospect  of  night,  she  rejected  his  proposal 
with  duo  acknowledgement,  and  resolved  to 
trust  solely  to  the  protection  of  Heaven  :  not 
chat  she  thought  her  innocence  or  reputation 
could  suffer  by  her  compliance  v/ith  his  re- 
quest ;  for  hitherto  her  heart  was  a  stranger 
to  those  young  desires  which  haunt  the  fancy, 
and  warm  the  breast  of  youth  ;  so  that,  being 
Ignorant  of  her  danger,  she  saw  not  the  ne- 
cessity rf  avoiding  temptation  :  but  shore- 
fused  tc  admit  a  man  into  her  bed-chamber, 


merely  because  it  wa3  a  step  altogether  op 
posite  to  the  forms  and  decorum  of  life 
Nevertheless,  far  from  being  discouraged  by 
this  repulse,  he  knew  her  fears  would  nmlti 
ply,  and  reduce  that  reluctance,  which,  in 
order  to  weaken,  he  had  recourse  to  another 
j)iece  of  machinery,  that  operated  powerfully 
in  behalf  of  his  design. 

Some  years  ago,  a  twelve-stringed  instru- 
ment was  contrived  by  a  very  ingonioua 
musician,  by  whom  it  was  aptly  entitled  the 
harp  of  yEolus,  because,  being  properly  ap- 
plied to  a  stream  of  air,  it  produces  a  wild 
irregular  variety  of  harmonious  sounds,  that 
seem  to  be  the  effect  of  enchantment,  and 
wonderfully  dispose  the  mind  for  the  most 
romantic  situations.  Fathom,  who  was  really 
a  virtuoso  in  music,  had  brought  one  of  those 
new-fashioned  guitars  in.to  the  country,  and 
as  the  effect  of  it  was  still  unknown  in  the 
family,  he  that  night  converted  it  to  the  pur- 
poses of  his  amour,  by  fixing  it  in  the  case- 
ment of  a  window  belonging  to  the  gallery, 
exposed  to  the  west  wind,  which  then  blev 
in  a  gentle  breeze.  The  strings  no  sooner 
felt  the  impression  of  the  balmy  zephyr,  than 
they  began  to  pour  forth  a  stream,  of  melody 
more  ravishingly  delightful  than  the  song  of 
Philomel,  the  warbling  brook,  and  allt.hc 
concert  of  the  wood.  The  soft  and  tender 
notes  of  peace  and  love  were  swelled  up, 
with  the  most  delicate  and  insensible  transi- 
tion, into  a  loud  hymn  of  triumph  and  exul- 
tation, joined  by  the  dccp-toned  organ,  and 
a  full  choir  of  voices  which  gradually  decayed 
upon  the  ear,  until  it  died  away  in  distant 
sound,  as  if  a  flight  of  angels  had  raised  the 
song  in  their  assent  to  heaven.  Yet  the 
chords  hardly  ceased  to  vibrate  after  the 
expiration  of  this  overture,  which  ushered  in 
a  composition  in  the  same  pathetic  style ; 
and  this  again  was  succeeded  by  a  third, 
almost  without  pause  or  intermission,  as  if 
the  artist's  hand  had  been  indefatigable,  and 
the  theme  never  to  be  exhausted. 

His  heart  must  be  quite  callous,  and  his 
ear  lost  to  all  distinction,  who  could  hear 
such  harmony  without  emotion ;  how  deeply 
then  must  it  have  affected  the  delicate  Ce- 
linda, whose  sensations,  naturally  acute, 
were  whetted  to  a  most  painful  keenness  by 
her  apprehension,  who  could  have  no  pre- 
vious idea  of  such  entertainment,  and  was 
credulous  enough  to  believe  the  most  impro- 
bable tale  of  superstition  !  She  was  over, 
whelmed  with  awful  terror,  and,  never  doubt, 
ing  that  the  sounds  were  more  than  mortal, 
recommended  herself  to  the  care  of  Provi- 
dence  in  a  succession  of  pious  ejaculation?. 

Our  adventurer,  having  allowed  some  time 
for  the  ofl^ect  of  this  contrivance,  repaired  to 
her  chamber-door,  and,  in  a  wliisper  con- 
veyed through  the  key-hole,  asked  if  she  wsa 
awake,  begged  pardon  for  such  an  unseason- 
able visit,  and  desired  to  know  her  opinion 
of  the  strange  music  which  he  then  heard 
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In  spite  of  her  notions  of  decency,  she  was 
glad  of  his  intrusion,  and,  bcinij  in  no  con- 
dition to  observe  punctilios,  slipped  on  a 
wrapper,  opened  the  door,  and,  with  a  fault- 
ering  voice,  owned  herself  frightened  almost 
to  distraction.  He  pretended  to  console  her 
with  reflections,  importing,  that  she  was  in 
tlie  hands  of  a  benevolent  Eeing,  who  would 
not  impose  upon  his  creatures  any  task  whicli 
they  could  not  bear ;  he  insisted  upon  her 
returning  to  bed,  and  assured  her  he  would 
not  stir  from  her  chamber  till  day.  Thus 
comforted,  she  betook  herself  again  to  rest, 
while  he  sat  down  in  an  elbow-chair  at  some 
distance  from  the  bedside,  and,  in  a  soft  voice, 
began  the  conversation  with  her  on  the  sub- 
ject of  those  visitations  from  above,  whicli, 
though  undertaken  on  pretence  of  dissipating 
her  fear  and  anxiety,  was  in  reality  calculated 
for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  both. 

"  That  sv/ect  air,"  said  he,  ♦'  seems  de- 
signed for  soothing  the  bodily  anguish  of 
some  saint  in  his  last  moments.  Hark  !  how 
it  rises  into  a  more  sprightly  and  elevated 
strain,  as  if  it  were  an  inspiriting  invitation 
to  the  realms  of  bliss  !  Sure  he  is  now  ab- 
solved from  all  the  misery  of  this  life  !  That 
full  and  glorious  concert  of  voices  and  celes- 
tial harps  betoken  his  reception  among  the 
heavenly  choir,  who  now  waft  his  soul  to 
paradisian  joys  !  This  is  nltogellier  great, 
solemn,  and  amazing !  Tiie  clock  strikes 
one,  the  symphony  hath  ceased  !" 

This  was  actually  the  case  ;  for  he  had 
ordered  Maurice  to  remove  the  instrument 
at  that  hour,  lest  the  sound  of  it  should  be- 
come too  familiar,  and  e.xcite  the  curiosity 
of  some  undaunted  domestic,  who  might 
frustrate  his  scheme,  by  discovering  the  ap- 
paratus. As  for  poor  Celinda,  her  fancy  was, 
by  his  music  and  discourse,  worked  up  to 
the  highest  pitch  of  enthusiastic  terrors:  the 
whole  bed  shook  with  her  trepidation,  the 
awful  silence  that  succeeded  the  supernatural 
music  threw  an  additional  damp  upon  her 
spirits,  and  the  artful  Fathom  affecting  to 
snore  at  the  same  time,  she  could  no  longer 
contain  her  horror,  but  called  upon  his  name 
with  a  fearful  accent,  and,  having  owned  her 
present  situation  insupportable,  entreated 
him  to  draw  near  her  bed-side,  that  he  might 
be  within  touch  on  any  emergency. 

This  was  a  welcome  request  to  our  adven- 
turer,  who,  asking  pardon  for  his  drowsiness, 
and  taking  his  station  on  the  side  of  her  bed, 
exhorted  her  to  compose  herself;  then  lock- 
ing her  hand  fast  in  iiis  own,  was  again 
seized  with  such  an  inclination  to  sleep,  that 
he  gradually  sunk  down  by  her  side,  and 
seemed  to  enjoy  his  repose  in  that  attitude. 
Meanwhile,  his  tender-hearted  mistress,  that 
he  might  not  suffer  in  his  health  by  his  hu- 
manity and  complaisance,  covered  him  with 
the  counterpane  as  he  slept,  and  suffered  him 
to  take  ills  inst  without  interruption,  till  he 
lliought  projier  to  start  up  suddcrxly  with  an 


exclamation  of — "  Heaven  watch  over  us  !' 
and  then  aitkcd,  with  synipt(»ms  of  astonish- 
ment, if  she  had  lieard  nothing.  Such  an 
abrupt  address,  upon  such  an  occasion,  did 
not  fail  to  amaze  and  affright  the  gentle 
Celinda,  who,  unable  to  speak,  sprung  to- 
wards her  treacherous  protector ;  and  he, 
catching  lior  in  his  arms,  bade  her  fear  no. 
thing,  for  he  would,  at  the  expense  of  hia 
life,  defend  her  from  all  danger. 

Having  thus,  by  tampering  with  her  weak- 
ness,  conquered  the  first  and  chief  obstacles 
to  his  design,  he,  with  great  art  and  jierse- 
verance,  improved  the  intercourse  to  such  a 
degree  of  intimacy  as  could  not  but  be  pro- 
ductive of  all  the  consequences  which  lie  had 
foreseen.  The  groans  and  music  were  oc- 
casionally repeated,  so  as  to  alarm  the  whole 
family,  and  insjiiro  a  thousand  various  con- 
jectures. He  failed  not  to  continue  his  noc- 
turnal visits  and  ghasth''  discourse,  until  his 
attendance  became  so  necessary  to  this  un- 
happy maiden,  that  she  durst  not  stay  in  her 
own  chamber  without  his  company,  nor  ever, 
sleep,  except  in  contact  with  her  betrayer. 

Such  a  commerce,  between  two  sucii  per- 
sons of  a  different  sex,  could  not  possibly  be 
long  carried  on,  without  degenerating  from 
the  Platonic  system.of  sentimental  love.  In 
her  paroxysms  of  dismay,  he  did  not  forget 
to  breathe  the  soft  inspirations  of  iiis  passion, 
to  which  she  listened  with  more  pleasure,  as 
thoy  diverted  the  gloomy  ideas  of  her  tear; 
and  by  this  time  his  extraordinary  accoin- 
plishments  had  made  a  conquest  of  her  heart. 
What,  therefore,  could  be  a  more  interesting 
transition  than  that  from  the  most  uneasy  to 
the  most  agreeable  sensation  of  the  human 
breast. 

This  being  the  case,  the  reader  will  not 
wonder  that  a.  consummate  traitor,  like  Fa- 
thom, should  triumph  over  the  virtue  of  an 
artless  innocent  young  creature,  whose  pass- 
ions he  had  entirely  under  his  command. 
The  gradations  towards  vice  are  almost  im- 
perceptible, and  an  experienced  seducer  can 
strew  them  with  such  enticing  and  agreeable 
flowers,  as  will  lead  the  young  sinner  on 
insensibly,  even  to  the  most  profligate  stages 
of  guijt.  All,  therefore,  that  can  be  done  by 
virtue,  unassisted  with  experience,  is  to  avoid 
every  trial  with  such  a  formidable  foe,  by 
declining  and  discouraging  the  first  advances 
towards  a  particular  correspondence  with 
perfidious  man,  howsoever  agreeable  it  may 
seem  to  be  ;  for  here  is  no  security  but  in 
conscious  weakness. 

Fathom,  though  possessed  of  the  spoils 
of  poor  Celinda's  honour,  did  not  enjoy  his 
success  witii  tranquillity.  Reflection  and 
remorse  often  invaded  her  in  the  midst  of 
their  guilty  pleasures,  and  embittered  all 
those  moments  thoy  had  dedicated  to  mutual 
bliss  !  for  the  seeds  of  virtue  are  seldom  de- 
stroyed at  once  ;  even  amidst  the  rank  pro- 
ductions of  vice  they  regerminate  to  a  sort 
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of  imperfect  vegetation,  like  some  scattered 
liyaciiiths  sliooting  up  amoiii,'  tlie  weeds  of 
a  ruined  garden,  tliat  tet^tity  the  former  cul- 
ture nnd  amenity  of  tlie  soil.  She  sighed  at 
the  sad  remembrance  of  that  virgin  dignity 
which  she  had  lost ;  she  wept  at  the  prospect 
of  that  disgrace,  morlitication,  and  misery, 
she  should  undergo,  when  abandoned  by  tiiis 
transient  lover ;  and  severely  reproaclied  him 
for  the  arts  ho  had  used  to  shipwreck  her 
innocence  and  peace. 

Such  e.xpostulations  arc  extremely  unsea- 
sonable, when  addressed  to  a  man  well  nigh 
sated  with  the  et!'ects  of  his  conquest ;  they 
act  like  strong  blasts  of  wind  applied  to 
embers  almost  extinguished,  which,  instead 
of  reviving  the  Hame,  scatter  and  destroy 
every  remaining  particle  of  tiro.  Our  adven- 
turer, in  the  midst  of  his  peculiarities,  had 
inconstancy  in  common  with  the  rest  of  his 
sex.  More  than  half  cloyed  with  the  pos- 
session of  Celinda,  he  could  not  fail  to  be 
disgusted  with  her  upbraidings  ;  and  had  she 
not  been  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman,  whose 
friendship  he  did  not  think  it  his  interest  to 
forfeit,  he  would  have  dropped  this  corres- 
pondence without  reluctance  or  hesitation  ; 
but  as  he  had  measures  to  Keep  with  a  family 
of  such  consequence,  he  constrained  his  in- 
clinations so  far  as  to  counterfeit  those  rap- 
tures he  no  longer  felt,  and  found  means  to 
appease  those  intervening  tumults  of  her 
grief. 

Foreseeing,  however,  that  it  would  not  be 
always  in  his  power  to  console  her  on  these 
lerms,  he  resolved,  if  possible,  to  divide  her 
atfection,  wliich  now  glowed  upon  him  too 
intensely;  and,  with  that  view,  whenever  she 
complained  of  the  vapours  or  dejection,  he 
prescribed,  and  even  insisted  upon  her  swal- 
lowing, certain  cordials  of  the  most  palatable 
composition,  without  which  he  never  tra- 
velled ;  and  these  produced  such  agreeable 
reveries  and  flow  of  spirits,  that  she  gradually 
became  enamoured  of  intoxication  ;  while 
lie  encouraged  the  pernicious  passion,  by 
expressing  the  most  extravagant  applause 
and  admiration  at  the  wild  irregular  sallies  it 
produced.  Without  having  first  made  this 
diversion,  he  would  have  found  it  impracti- 
cable to  leave  the  house  in  tranquillity  ;  but 
when  this  bewitching  philtre  grew  into  a 
habit,  her  attachment  to  Ferdinand  was  in- 
sensibly dissolved  ;  she  began  to  bear  his 
neglect  with  indiirerence,  and,  sequestering 
herself  from  the  rest  of  the  family,  used  to 
solicit  this  new  ally  for  consolation. 

Having  thus  put  the  finishing  stroke  to 
the  daughter's  ruin,  he  took  leave  of  the 
father,  with  many  acknowledgements  and 
expressions  of  gratitude  for  his  hospitality 
and  friendship,  and,  riding  across  the  country 
to  Bristol,  took  up  his  habitation  near  the 
not  well,  where  he  staid  during  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  season.     As  for  the  miserable 


Celinda,  she  became  more  and  more  addicted 
to  the  vices  in  which  she  had  been  initiateo 
by  his  superlative  perfidy  and  craft,  until  she 
was  (juite  abandoned  by  decency  and  caution. 
iler  father's  heart  was  torn  with  anguish, 
while  his  wife  rejoiced  in  her  fall :  at  length 
her  ideas  were  quite  debased  by  her  infirmity; 
she  grew  every  day  more  and  more  scnsua 
and  degenerate,  and  cojitracted  an  intimacy 
with  one  of  the  footmen,  who  was  kind 
enough  to  take  her  to  wife,  in  hope  of  obtain- 
ing a  good  settlement  from  his  master;  but 
being  disappointed  in  his  aim,  he  conducted 
her  to  J^oudon,  where  he  made  shifl  to  in- 
sinuate himself  into  another  service,  leaving 
to  her  the  use,  and  partly  the  advantage,  of 
her  own  person,  which  was  still  uncommonlv 
attractive. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

He  repairs  to  Bristol  sprinff,  where  he 
reigns  paramount  during  the  whole  sea 
son. 

We  shall  therefore  leave  her  in  this  com- 
fortable  situation,  and  return  to  our  adven- 
turer, whose  appearance  at  Bristol  was  con- 
sidered as  a  happy  omen  by  the  proprietor 
of  the  hot  well,  and  all  the  people  who  live 
by  the  resort  of  company  to  that  celebrated 
spring.  Nor  were  they  deceived  in  their 
prognostic :  Fathom,  as  usual,  formed  the 
nucleus  or  kernel  of  the  beau  monde  ;  and 
the  season  soon  became  so  crowded,  that 
many  people  of  fashion  were  obliged  to  quit 
the  place  for  want  of  lodging.  Ferdinand 
was  the  soul  that  animated  the  whole  society. 
lie  not  only  invented  parties  of  pleasure,  but 
also,  by  his  personal  talents,  rendered  them 
more  agreeable  ;  in  a  word,  he  regulated  their 
diversions,  and  the  master  of  the  ceremonies 
never  would  allow  the  ball  to  be  begun  till 
the  count  was  seated. 

Having  thus  made  himself  the  object  of 
admiration  and  esteem,  his  advice  was  an 
oracle,  to  which  they  had  recourse  in  all 
doubtful  cases  of  punctilio  or  dispute,  or  even 
of  medicine  ;  for,  among  his  other  accom- 
plishments, his  discourse  on  that  subject  was 
so  plausible,  and  well  adapted  to  the  under- 
standing of  his  hearers,  that  any  person  who 
had  not  actually  studied  the  medico,l  art 
would  have  believed  he  was  inspired  by  the 
spirit  of  ^sculapius.  What  ccntrouted  to 
the  aggrandizement  of  his  ciiaracter  in  fnis 
branch  of  knowledge  was  a  victory  he  ob 
tained  over  an  old  phj'sician,  who  plied  a 
the  well,  and  had  one  day  unfortunately  bo- 
gun  to  harangue  in  the  pump-room  upon  the 
nature  of  the  Bristol  water.  In  the  course 
of  this  lecture  he  tmdertook  to  account  for 
the  warmth  of  the  fluid  ;  and  his  ideas  being 
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perplexed  vvitli  a  great  deal  of  reading,  which 
he  had  not  been  able  to  digest,  his  disquisi- 
tion was  so  indistinct,  and  his  expression  so 
obscure  and  unentertaining,  that  our  hero 
seized  tlie  opportunity  of  displaying  his  own 
erudition,  by  venturing  to  contradict  some 
ircnmstances  of  llie  doctor's  hypothesis,  and 
ubstituting  a  theory  of  his  own,  which,  as 
ne  had  invented  it  for  the  purpose,  was 
equally  amusing  and  chimerical. 

lie  alleged,  that  fire  was  the  sole  vivifying 
principle  that  pervaded  all  nature ;  that  as  the 
lieat  of  the  sun  concocted  the  juice  of  vege- 
tables, and  ripened  those  fruits  that  grow 
upon  the  surface  of  this  globe,  there  was 
likewise  an  immense  store  of  central  fire  re- 
served within  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  not 
only  for  the  generation  of  gems,  fossils,  and 
all  tlie  purposes  of  the  mineral  world,  but  like- 
wise for  ciierishing  and  keeping  alive  those 
plants  which  would  otherwise  perish  by  the 
winter's  cold.  The  existence  of  such  a  fire 
lie  proved  from  the  nature  of  all  those  vol- 
canoes, which  in  almost  every  corner  of  the 
eartli  are  continually  vomiting  up  either  flames 
ci  waioke.  "  These,"  said  he,  "  are  the  great 
vents  cippointed  by  nature  for  the  discharge 
of  that  rarified  air  and  combustible  matter, 
which,  if  confined,  would  burst  the  globe 
asunder;  but,  besides  the  larger  outlets,  there 
are  some  small  chimneys  through  which  part 
of  the  heat  transpires  ;  a  vapour  of  that  sort, 
I  conceive,  must  pass  through  the  bed  or 
channel  of  this  spring,  the  waters  of  which 
accordingly  retain  a  moderate  warmth." 

This  account,  which  totally  overthrew  the 
other's  doctrine,  was  so  extremely  agreeable 
to  tlie  audience,  that  the  testy  doctor  lost  his 
temper,  and  gave  them  to  understand,  with- 
out preamble,  that  he  must  be  a  person  wholly 
ignorant  of  natural  philosophy  who  could 
invent  such  .a  ridiculous  system,  and  they 
involved  in  worse  than  an  Egyptian  fog  that 
could  not  at  once  discern  its  weakness  and 
absurdity.  This  declaration  introduced  a 
dispute,  which  was  unanimously  determined 
in  favour  of  our  adventurer.  On  all  such 
occasions  the  stream  of  prejudice  runs  ao-ainst 
the  pliysician,  even  thouixh  his  antagonist 
lias  nothing  to  recommend  himself  to  the 
favour  of  the  spectators  ;  and  this  decision 
depends  upon  divers  considerations.  In  the 
first  place,  there  is  a  continual  war  carried 
on  against  the  learned  professions  by  all  those 
who,  conscious  of  their  own  ignorance,  seek 
to  level  the  reputation  of  their  superiors  with 
their  own.  Secondly,  in  all  disputes  upon 
ohysic  that  happen  betwixt  a  person  who 
really  understands  the  art  and  an  illiterate 
pretender,  the  arguments  of  the  first  will 
seem  obscure  and  unintelligible  to  those  who 
are  unacquainted  witli  the  previous  systems 
en  wliicli  they  are  biilt;  while  the  other's 
ifi^ry,  derived  from  common  notions  and 


superficial  observation,  will  be  more  agree 
able,  because  better  adapted  to  the  com 
prehension  of  the  hearers.  Thirdly,  the 
judgment  of  the  multitude  is  apt  to  be  biassed 
by  that  surprise  which  is  the  effect  of  seeing 
an  artist  foiled  at  his  own  weapons,  by  one 
who  engages  him  only  for  amusement. 

Fathom,  besides  these  advantages,  waj 
blessed  with  a  flow  of  language,  an  elegan! 
address,  a  polite  and  self-denying  style  of 
argumentation,  together  with  a  temper  noi 
to  be  ruffled  ;  so  tiiat  the  victory  could  not 
long  waver  between  him  and  the  physician, 
to  whom  he  was  infinitely  superior  in  every 
acquisition  butthat  of  solid  learning,  of  which 
the  judges  had  no  idea.  This  contest  was 
not  only  glorious  but  profitable  to  our  ad- 
venturer, who  grew  into  such  request  in  his 
medical  capacity,  that  the  poor  doctor  wa^ 
utterly  deserted  by  his  patients,  and  Fathom's 
advice  solicited  by  every  valetudinarian  ii: 
the  place !  nor  did  he  forfeit  the  character  lie 
thus  acquired  by  any  miscarriages  in  his 
practice  :  being  but  little  conversant  with  the 
materia  medica,the  circle  of  his  prescriptions 
was  very  small ;  his  chief  study  was  to  avoid 
all  drugs  of  rough  operation  and  uncertain 
effect,  and  to  administer  such  only  as  should 
be  agreeable  to  the  palate,  without  doing 
violence  to  the  constitution.  Such  a  physi- 
cian could  not  but  be  agreeable  to  people  cf 
all  dispositions ;  and,  as  most  of  the  patients 
were  in  some  shape  hypochondriac,  the  power 
of  imagination,  co-operating  with  his  reme 
dies,  often  effected  a  cure. 

On  the  whole,  it  became  the  fasliion  U 
consult  the  count  in  all  distempers,  and  his 
reputation  would  have  had  its  run,  though 
the  death  of  every  patient  had  given  the  lie 
to  his  pretensions.  But  empty  fame  was  not 
the  sole  fruit  of  his  success.  Though  no 
person  would  j)resume  to  affront  this  noble 
graduate  with  a  fee,  they  did  not  fail  to  mani- 
fest their  gratitude  by  some  more  valuable 
present.  Every  day,  some  superb  piece  of 
china,  curious  snuff-box,  or  jewel,  was  pressed 
upon  him  ;  so  that,  at  the  eiul  of  the  season, 
he  could  almost  have  furnished  a  toy-shop 
with  the  acknowledgements  he  had  received. 
Not  only  his  avarice,  but  his  pleasure,  was 
gratified  in  the  course  of  his  medical  adminis- 
tration :  he  enjoyed  free  access,  egress,  and 
regress,  with  all  the  females  at  the  well, 
and  no  matron  scrupled  to  put  her  daughter 
under  his  care  and  direction.  These  oppor- 
tunities could  not  be  lost  upon  a  man  of  his 
intriguing  genius  ;  though  he  conducted  his 
amours  with  such  discretion,  that,  during  the 
whole  season,  no  lady's  character  suffered  on 
his  account,  yet  he  was  highly  fortunate  in 
his  addresses  ;  and  we  may  venture  to  affirm, 
that  the  reproach  of  barrenness  was  more 
than  once  removed  by  the  vigour  of  his  en 
deavours. 
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CHAPTER   XXXVI. 

He  is  smitten  tcith  the  charms  of  a  female 
adventurer,  ichose  allurements  subject 
him  to  a  new  vicissitude  of  fortune. 

Among  those  wlio  were  distinguished  by  his 
gallantry  was  the  young  wife  of  an  old  citizen 
of  London,  wlio  iuul  granted  her  permission 
to  reside  nt  the  hot  well  for  tiie  benefit  of  her 
health,  under  the  eye  and  inspection  of  his 
own  sister,  who  was  a  maiden  of  fitly  years. 
The  pupil,  whose  name  was  Mrs  Trapwcll, 
.iiough  low  in  stature,  was  finely  sliaped,  her 
rounteiiance  engaging,  though  her  com|)]cx- 
lon  was  brown,  her  liair  in  colour  rivalled  the 
raven's  back,  and  her  eyes  emulated  the  lustre 
of  the  diamond.  Fathom  had  been  struck 
with  her  first  appearance,  but  found  it  im- 
practicable to  elude  the  vigilance  of  her 
duenna,  so  as  to  make  a  declaration  of  his 
flame,  until  she  herself,  guessing  tiie  situation 
of  his  thoughts,  and  not  displeased  with  the 
discovery,  thought  proper  to  furnish  him  with 
the  opportunity  he  wanted,  by  counterfeiting 
an  indisposition,  for  tlie  cure  of  which  ghe 
knew  his  advice  would  be  implored.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  an  acquaintance,  which 
was  soon  improved  to  his  wish ;  and  so  well 
did  she  manage  her  attractions,  as  in  some 
measure  to  fix  the  inconstancy  of  his  dis- 
position ;  for,  at  the  end  of  the  season,  his 
passion  was  not  sated  ;  and  they  concerted 
the  means  of  continuing  their  commerce  even 
after  their  return  to  London. 

This  intercourse  ef!ectually  answered  the 
purpose  of  the  husband,  who  had  been  de- 
coyed into  matrimony  by  the  cunning  of  his 
spouse,  whom  he  had  privately  kept  as  a 
concubine  before  marriage.  Conscious  of 
her  own  precarious  situation,  she  had  re- 
solved to  impose  upon  the  infirmities  of  Trap- 
wcll, and,  feigning  herself  pregnant,  gave 
him  to  understand  she  could  no  longer  con- 
ceal her  condition  from  the  knowledge  of  her 
brother,  who  was  an  ofFicer  in  the  army,  and 
of  such  violent  passions,  that,  should  he  once 
discover  her  backsliding,  he  would  undoubt- 
edly wipe  away  the  stains  of  his  family  dis- 
honour with  her  own  blood  as  well  as  that 
nf  her  keeper.  The  citizen,  to  prevent  such 
t  catastrophe,  took  her  to  wife  ;  but  soon 
after  perceiving  the  trick  which  had  been 
played  upon  him,  set  his  invention  at  work, 
and  at  length  contrived  a  scheme  which  he 
thought  wou.d  enable  him,  not  only  to  re- 
trieve his  liberty,  but  also  indemnify  himself 
fDr  the  mortification  he  had  undergone. 

Far  from  creating  any  domestic  disturb- 
an;3,  by  upbraiding  her  with  her  finesse,  he 
Beemed  perfectly  well  pleased  with  his  ac- 
quisition :  and  as  he  knew  her  void  of  any 
principle,  and  extremely  addicted  to  pleasure, 
he  chose  proper  occasions  to  insinuate,  that 
she  might  gratify  her  own  inclination,  and  at 
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the  same  time  turn  her  beauty  to  good  ac 
count.  She  joyfully  listened  to  these  re- 
monstrances, and,  in  consequence  of  tiieir 
mutual  agreement,  she  repaired  to  Bristol- 
spring,  on  pretence  of  an  ill  .state  of  health, 
accompanied  by  her  sister-in-law,  whom  they 
did  not  think  i)ropcr  to  intrust  with  the  real 
motive  of  her  journey.  Fathom's  person  w  aa 
agreeable,  and  his  finances  supposed  to  be 
in  flourishing  order;  therefore,  she  selected 
him  from  the  herd  of  gallants,  as  a  proper 
sacrifice  to  the  powers  which  she  adored  ; 
and,  on  her  arrival  in  London,  made  Jiei 
husband  acquainted  with  the  importance  of 
her  conquest. 

Trapwcll  overwhelmed  her  with  caresses 
and  praise  for  her  discreet  and  dutiful  con- 
duct, and  faithfully  promised  that  she  should 
pocket  in  her  own  privy  purse  one  half  of  the 
spoils  that  should  be  gathered  from  her  gal 
lant,  whom  she  therefore  undertook  to  be 
tray,  after  he  had  sworn,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  his  intention  was  not  to  bring 
the  affair  to  a  ])ublic  trial,  which  would  re- 
dound to  his  own  disgrace,  but  to  extort  a 
round  sum  of  money  from  the  count,  by  way 
of  composition.  (Jonfiding  in  this  protesta- 
tion, she  in  a  few  days  gave  him  intelligence 
of  an  assignation  she  had  made  with  our 
adventurer,  at  a  certain  bagnio  near  Covent 
garden  ;  upon  which  ho  secured  the  assist- 
ance of  a  particular  friend  and  his  own  jour- 
ney iDan,  with  whom,  and  a  constable,  ho 
repaired  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  where 
he  waited  in  an  adjoining  room,  according  to 
the  directions  of  his  virtuous  spouse,  until 
she  made  the  preconcerted  signal  of  hem- 
ming three  times  aloud,  when  he  and  his 
associates  rushed  into  the  chamber,  and  sur- 
prised our  hero  in  bed  with  his  inamorato. 

The  lady  on  this  occasion  acted  her  part 
to  a  miracle :  she  screamed  at  their  approach ; 
and,  after  an  exclamation  of — "  Ruined  and 
undone  !"  fainted  away  in  the  arms  of  her 
spouse,  who  had  by  this  time  seized  her  by 
the  shoulders,  and  begun  to  upbraid  her  with 
her  infidelity  and  guilt.  As  for  Fathom,  his 
affliction  was  unutterable,  when  he  found 
himself  discovered  in  that  situation,  and  made 
prisoner  by  the  two  assistants,  who  had 
pinioned  him  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  could 
not  stir,  much  less  accomplish  an  escape.  All 
his  ingenuity  and  presence  of  mind  seemed  to 
forsake  him  in  this  emergency.  The  horrora 
of  an  English  jury  overspread  his  imagina- 
tion ;  for  he  at  once  perceived  that  the  toil 
into  which  he  had  fallen  was  Ifid  for  the 
purpose  ;  consequently  he  took  it  for  granted 
that  there  would  be  no  deficiency  in  point  of 
evidence.  Soon  as  he  recollected  himself, 
he  begged  that  no  violence  might  be  offered 
to  his  person,  and  entreated  the  husband  to 
favo4ir  him  with  a  conference,  in  which  the 
affair  might  be  compromised,  without  preju- 
dice  to  the  reputation  of  eitlier. 

At   first   Trapvvell    breathed    nothing  bit' 
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implacable  revenge,  but,  by  the  persuasion  of 
his  friend-s,  after  he  had  sent  home  his  wife 
in  a  chair,  lie  was  prevailed  upon  to  hear  the 
proposals  of  the  delinquent,  who  having  as- 
sured him,  by  way  of  apology,  that  he  had 
alwavs  believed  the  lady  was  a  widow,  made 
nim  an  offer  of  five  hundred  pounds,  as  an 
atonement  for  the  injury  he  liad  sustained. 
This  being  a  sum  nowise  adequate  to  the  ex- 
pectation cf  the  citizen,  who  looked  upon  the 
count  as  possessor  of  an  immense  estate,  he 
rejected  the  terms  with  disdain,  and  made 
mstant  application  to  a  judge,  from  whom  he 
obtained  a  warrant  for  securing  his  person 
till  tlie  day  of  trial.  Indeed,  in  this  case, 
money  was  but  a  secondary  consideration 
with  Trapwell,  whose  chief  aim  was  to  be 
legally  divorced  from  a  woman  he  detested. 
Tlierefore  there  was  no  remedy  for  the  un- 
happy count,  who  in  vain  offered  to  double 
the  sum  :  he  found  himself  reduced  to  the 
bitter  alternative  of  procuring  immediate  bail, 
or  going  directly  to  Newgate. 

In  this  dilemma  he  sent  a  messenger  to 
his  friend  Ratchcali,  whose  countenance  full 
when  he  understood  the  count's  condition  ; 
nor  would  he  open  his  mouth  in  the  style  of 
consolation,  until  he  had  consulted  a  certain 
solicitor  of  his  acquaintance,  who  assured 
him  the  law  abounded  with  such  resources 
as  would  infallibly  screen  the  defendant,  had 
the  fact  been  still  more  palpable  than  it  was. 
He  said  there  was  great  presumption  to  be- 
lieve the  count  had  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  a  con- 
spiracy, which  by  some  means  or  other  would 
be  detected ;  and,  in  that  case,  the  plaintiff 
might  obtain  one  shilling  in  lieu  of  damages. 
if  that  dependence  should  fail,  he  hinted  that, 
in  all  probability,  the  witnesses  were  not  in- 
corruptible ;  or,  should  they  prove  to  be  so, 
one  man's  oath  was  as  good  as  another's  ; 
and,  thank  Heaven,  there  was  no  dearth  of 
evidence,  provided  money  could  be  found  to 
answer  the  necessary  occasions. 

Ratchcali,  comforted  by  these  insinuations, 
and  dreading  the  resentment  of  our  adven- 
turer, who,  in  his  despair,  might  punish  him 
severely  for  his  want  of  friendship,  by  some 
j)recipitate  explanation  of  the  commerce  they 
had  carried  on  ;  moved,  I  say,  by  these  con- 
siderations, and  moreover  tempted  with  the 
prospect  of  continuing  to  reap  the  advantages 
resulting  from  their  conjunction,  he  and  ano- 
ther person  of  credit  with  whom  he  largely 
dealt  in  jewels,  condescended  to  become 
sureties  for  the  appearance  of  Fathom,  who 
was  accordingly  admitted  to  bail.  Not  but 
that  the  Tyrolese  knew  Ferdinand  too  well 
to  confide  in  his  parole  ;  he  depended  chiefly 
upon  the  ideas  of  self-interest,  which,  he 
Ihougiit,  would  persuade  him  to  risk  the  un- 
certain issue  of  a  trial,  rather  than  quit  the 
field  Defore  the  harvest  was  half  over;  and 
iie  resolved  to  make  iiis  own  retreat  without 
ceremony,  should  our  hero  be  unwise  enough 
to  Voandoo  his  ^^xil. 


S"!ch  an  adventure  could  not  long  lie  con. 
cealed  from  the  notice  of  the  public,  even  if 
both  parties  had  been  at  pains  to  suppress  tlie 
circumstances :  but  the  plaintiff,  far  from 
seeking  to  cover,  affected  to  complain  loudly 
of  his  misfortune,  that  lie  might  interest  his 
neighbours  in  his  belialf,  and  I'aise  a  spirit  of 
rancour  and  animosity,  to  influence  the  jury 
against  this  insolent  foreigner,  who  had  come 
over  into  England  to  debauch  our  wives  and 
deflower  our  daughters  ;  while  he  employed 
a  formidable  band  of  lawyers  to  support  the 
indictment,  which  he  laid  for  ten  thousand 
pounds  damages. 

Meanwhile,  Fathom  and  his  associate  did 
not  fail  to  take  all  proper  measures  for  his 
defence  ;  they  retained  a  powerful  bar  of 
counsel,  and  the  solicitor  was  supplied  with 
one  hundred  pounds  after  another,  to  answer 
the  expense  of  secret  service  ;  still  assuring 
his  clients  that  every  thing  was  in  an  excel- 
lent train,  and  that  his  adversary  would  gain 
nothing  but  shame  and  confusion  of  face. 
Nevertheless,  there  was  a  necessity  for  post- 
poning the  trial,  on  account  of  a  material 
evidence,  who,  though  he  wavered,  was  not 
yet  quite  brought  over  ;  and  the  attorney 
found  means  to  put  off  the  decision  froii' 
term  to  term,  until  there  was  no  quibble  left 
for  further  delay.  While  this  suit  was  de- 
pending, our  hero  continued  to  move  in  hia 
usual  sphere  ;  nor  did  the  report  of  his  situa- 
tion at  all  operate  to  his  disadvantage  in  the 
polite  world  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  added  a 
fresh  plume  to  his  character,  in  the  eyes  of 
all  those  who  were  not  before  acquainted 
with  the  triumphs  of  his  gallantry.  Notwith- 
standing this  countenance  of  his  friends,  he 
himself  considered  the  affair  in  a  very  serious 
light ;  and  perceiving  that,  at  any  rate,  he 
must  be  a  considerable  loser,  he  resolved  to 
double  his  assiduity  in  trade,  that  he  might 
be  the  more  able  to  afford  the  extraordinary 
expense  to  which  he  was  subjected. 


.      CHAPTER  XXXVH. 

Fresh  cause  for  exerting-  his  equanimity 
and  fortitude. 

The  reader  may  have  observed,  that  Fathom, 
with  all  his  circumspection,  had  a  weak  side, 
which  exposed  hhn  to  sundry  mischances : 
this  was  his  covctousncss,  which  on  some 
occasions  became  too  hard  for  his  discretion  : 
at  this  period  of  time  it  was,  by  the  circum- 
stances of  his  situation,  inflamed  to  a  degree 
of  rapacity.  He  was  now  prevailed  upon  to 
take  a  hand  at  whist  or  piquet,  and  even  to 
wield  the  hazard-box  ;  though  he  had  hithcrta 
declared  himself  an  irreconcileablc  enemy  tc 
all  sorts  of  play ;  and  so  uncommon  were  his 
success  and  dexterity  at  these  e.xercises,  as 
to  surprise  his  acquaintance,  and  arouse  tb« 
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•uspicion  of  somo  people,  who  repined  at  his 
prosperity. 

But  in  nothing  was  his  conduct  more  in- 
excusable than  in  givinir  way  to  tlie  danger- 
ous temerity  of  Ratchcali,  which  he  had  been 
always  at  pains  to  restrain,  and  permiltinor 
him  to  practise  the  same  fraud  upon  an 
English  nobleman,  wiiich  had  been  executed 
upon  himself  at  Frankfort.  In  other  words, 
the  Tyrolese,  by  the  canal  of  Ferdinand's 
finger  and  recommendation,  sold  a  pebble  for 
a  real  brilliant,  and  in  a  few  days  the  cheat 
was  discovered,  to  the  infinite  confusion  of 
our  adventurer,  who  nevertheless  assumed 
the  guise  of  innocence  with  so  much  art,  and 
expressed  such  indignation  against  the  villain 
who  had  imposed  upon  his  judgment  and  un- 
suspecting generosity,  lliat  iiis  lordship  ac- 
quitted him  of  any  share  in  tiie  deceit,  and 
contented  himself  with  the  restitution,  whicii 
he  insisted  upon  making  out  of  his  own  pocket, 
rintil  he  should  be  able  to  appreiienJ  the 
logne,  who  had  thought  proper  to  abscond 
for  his  own  safety.  In  spite  of  ail  tliis  ex- 
culpation, his  character  did  not  fail  to  retain 
a  sort  of  stigma,  which  indeed  the  plainest 
proofs  of  innocence  are  hardly  able  to  efface  ; 
and  his  connexion  with  such  a  palpable  knave 
as  the  Tyrolese  appeared  to  be,  had  an  effect 
to  his  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  all  those  who 
were  privy  to  the  occurrence. 

When  a  man's  reputation  is  once  brought 
In  question,  every  trifle  is,  by  the  malevolence 
of  mankind,  magnified  into  a  strong  presump- 
tion against  the  culprit:  a  few  whispers 
communicated  by  the  envious  mouth  of  slan- 
der, which  he  can  have  no  opportunity  to 
answer  and  refute,  shall,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  world,  convict  him  of  the  most  horrid 
crimes;  and  for  one  hypocrite  who  is  decked 
with  the  honours  of  virtue,  there  are  twenty 
good  men  who  suffer  the  ignominy  of  vice; 
so  well  disposed  are  individuals  to  trample 
upon  the  fame  of  their  fellow-creatures.  If 
the  most  unblemished  merit  is  not  protected 
from  this  injustice,  it  will  not  be  wondered 
at  that  no  quarter  was  given  to  the  character 
of  an  adventurer  like  Fathom,  who,  among 
other  unlucky  occurrences,  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  recognized  about  this  time  by  his 
two  Parisian  friends.  Sir  Stentnr  Stiles  and 
Sir  Giles  Squirrel. 

These  worthy  knights-errant  had  returned 
to  their  own  country,  after  having  made  a 
very  prosperous  campaign  in  France,  at  the 
end  of  which,  however,  they  very  narrowly 
escaped  the  galleys;  and  seeing  the  Polish 
count  seated  at  the  head  of  taste  and  polite- 
ness, they  immediately  circulated  the  story 
of  his  defeat  at  Paris,  with  many  ludicrous 
circumstances  of  their  own  invention,  and 
did  not  scruple  to  affirm  that  he  was  a  rank 
impostor.  When  the  laugh  is  raised  upon  a 
great  man  he  never  fails  to  dwindle  into 
contempt.  Ferdinand  began  to  perceive  a 
change  n  the  countenance  of  his  friends. 
3  G 


His  company  was  no  longer  solicited  with 
that  eagerness  whicli  they  had  formerly  ex- 
pressed in  his  behalf;  even  his  entertain- 
incnts  wore  neglected  :  when  he  appeared  at 
any  private  or  public  assembly,  the  ladies, 
instead  of  glowing  with  |)!easure,  as  formerl)% 
now  tittered  or  regarded  him  with  looks  of 
disdain  :  and  a  certain  pert,  little,  forwarc 
coquette,  with  a  view  to  put  him  out  of  coun  • 
tenance,  i)y  raising  the  laugh  at  liis  expense, 
asked  him  one  niglit,  at  a  drum,  when  he 
had  heard  from  his  relations  in  Poland  ?  She 
succeeded  in  her  design  upon  the  mirth  of 
the  audience,  but  was  disappointed  in  the 
other  part  of  her  aim  !  for  our  hero  replied, 
without  the  least  mark  of  discomposure, — 
"  They  are  all  in  good  health  at  your  service, 
maddiii  ;  I  wish  I  knew  in  what  part  of  the 
v.-orld  your  relations  reside,  that  I  miglit  re- 
turn the  compliment."  By  this  answer, 
wliich  was  the  more  severe,  as  the  young 
lady  was  of  very  doubtful  extraction,  he  re- 
torted the  laugh  upon  the  aggressor,  though 
he  likewise  failed  in  his  attempt  upon  her 
temper  :  for  she  was  perhaps  the  only  person 
present  who  equalled  himself  in  stability  of 
countenance. 

Pvotwithstanding  this  appearance  of  un- 
concern, he  was  deeply  touched  with  these 
marks  of  alienation  in  the  behaviour  of  his 
friends,  and,  foreseeing  in  his  own  disgrace 
the  total  shipwreck  of  his  fortune,  he  entered 
into  a  melancholy  deliberation  with  himself 
about  the  means  of  retrieving  iiis  importance 
in  the  beau  mondc,  or  of  turning  his  address 
into  some  other  channel,  where  he  could 
stand  upon  a  less  slippery  foundation.  In 
this  exercise  of  his  thoughts,  no  scheme 
occurred  more  feasible  tiian  that  of  securing 
the  booty  he  had  made,  and  retiring  with  his 
associate,  who  was  also  blown,  into  some 
other  country,  where  their  names  and  cha- 
racters being  unknown,  they  might  pursue 
their  old  plan  of  commerce  without  molesta- 
tion, lie  imparted  this  suggestion  to  the 
Tyrolese,  who  approved  tiie  proposal  of  de- 
camping, though  he  combated  with  all  his 
might  our  liero's  inclination  to  withdraw 
himself  before  the  trial,  by  repeating  the 
assurances  of  the  solicitor,  who  told  him  he 
might  depend  upon  being  reimbursed  by  the 
sentence  of  the  court  for  great  part  of  the 
sums  he  had  expended  in  (he  course  of  the 
prosecution. 

Fathom  suffered  himself  to  bo  persuaded 
by  these  arguments,  supported  with  t!ie  desire 
of  making  an  honourable  retreat,  and  waitirg 
patiently  for  the  day  of  trouble,  discharged 
his  sureties,  by  a  personal  appearance  in 
court.  Yet  this  was  not  the  only  score  ho 
discharged  that  morning;  the  solicitor  pre- 
sented his  own  bill  before  they  set  out  for 
Westminster-hall,  and  gave  the  count  to 
understand  that  it  was  the  custom,  from  time 
immemorial,  for  the  client  to  dear  with  his 
attorney  before  trial.    Ferdinand  had  nothing 


450 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


t.o  object  afrainst  this  established  rule,  though 
he  looked  upon  it  as  a  bad  omen,  in  spite  of 
all  the  solicitor's  confidence  and  protesta- 
tions :  and  he  was  not  a  little  confounded, 
U"hen  Iookin<i^  into  tlie  contents,  he  found 
himself  char(;ed  with  350  attendances.  He 
knew  it  was  not  his  interest  to  disoblige  his 
awyer  at  such  a  juncture  :  nevertheless,  he 
tould  not  help  expostulating  with  him  on 
tliis  article,  which  seemed  to  be  so  .falsely 
stated  with  regard  to  the  number ;  when  his 
questions  drew  on  an  explanation,  by  which 
lie  found  he  had  incurred  the  penalty  of  three 
shillings  and  four  pence  for  every  time  lie 
chanced  to  meet  the  conscientious  attorney, 
cither  in  the  park,  the  coffeehouse,  or  the 
street,  provided  they  had  exclianged  the  com- 
mon salutation  :  and  he  had  great  reason  to 
believe  the  solicitor  had  often  thrown  himself 
in  his  way,  with  a  view  to  swell  this  item  of 
his  account. 

With  this  extortion  our  adventurer  was 
fain  to  comply,  because  he  lay  at  the  mercy 
of  the  caitiff";  accordingly,  he  with  a  good 
grace  paid  the  demand,  v/hicli,  including  his 
iiirmer  disbursements,  amounted  to  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds  eleven  shill- 
ings and  three  pence  three  farthings,  and 
then  presenting  himself  before  the  judge, 
quietly  submitted  to  the  laws  of  the  realm, 
[lis  counsel  beliaved  like  men  of  consummate 
abilities  in  their  profession ;  they  exerted 
themselves  with  equal  industry,  eloquence, 
and  erudition,  in  their  endeavours  to  perplex 
the  truth,  browbeat  the  evidence,  puzzle  the 
judge,  and  mislead  the  jury :  but  the  defend- 
ant found  himself  wofully  disappointed  in 
the  deposition  of  Trapwell's  journeyman, 
whom  the  solicitor  pretended  to  have  con- 
verted to  his  interest:  this  witness,  as  the 
attorney  afterwards  declared,  plaved  booty, 
and  the  facts  came  out  so  clear,  that  Ferdi- 
nand Count  Fathom  was  convicted  of  crimi- 
nal conversation  with  the  plaintiff's  wife, 
and  cast  in  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  under 
the  denomination  of  damages. 

He  was  not  so  much  surprised  as  afflicted 
at  this  decision,  because  he  saw  it  gradually 
approaching  from  the  examination  of  the 
first  evidence :  his  thoughts  were  now  em- 
ployed in  casting  about  for  some  method  of 
deliveiance  from  tlie  snare  in  which  he  found 
himself  entangled.  To  escape,  he  foresaw, 
wordd  be  impracticable,  as  Trapwell  would 
undoubtedly  be  prepared  for  arresting  him 
before  he  could  quit  Westminster-hall ;  he 
was  to.)  well  acquainted  with  Ratchcali's 
principles,  to  expect  any  assistance  from  that 
(juarter  >n  money  matters  ;  and  he  was  utterly 
averse  to  the  payment  of  the  sum  awarded 
against  him,  which  would  have  exhausted 
his  whole  fortune.  lie  therefore  resolved  to 
try  the  friendship  of  some  persons  of  fashion, 
with  whom  he  had  maintained  an  intimacy 
of  correspondence:  should  they  fail  him  in 
.he  day  of  hia  necessity,  he  proposed  to  have 


recourse  to  his  former  sureties,  one  of  whom 
he  meant  to  bilk,  while  the  other  might  ac- 
company him  in  his  retreat :  or,  should  both 
these  expedients  miscarry,  he  determined 
rather  than  part  with  his  effects,  to  undergo 
the  most  disagreeable  confinemcr>:,,  in  hope 
of  obtaining  the  jailor's  connivance  at  iiis 
escape. 

These  resolutions  being  taken,  he  met  lut 
fate  with  great  fortitude  and  equanimity,  ami 
calmly  sullcrcd  himself  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  house  of  a  sheriff"'s  officer,  who,  as  he 
made  his  exit  from  the  hall,  according  to  his 
own  expectation,  executed  a  writ  against 
him,  at  the  suit  of  Trapwell,  for  a  debt  of 
two  thousand  pounds.  To  this  place  he  was 
followed  by  his  solicitor,  who  was  allured  by 
the  prospect  of  another  job,  and  who  with 
great  demonstrations  of  satisfaction  congra- 
tulated him  upon  the  happy  issue  of  the  trial; 
arrogating  to  himself  the  merit  of  having 
saved  him  eight  thousand  pounds  in  the  arti- 
cle of  damages,  by  the  previous  steps  he  had 
taken,  and  the  noble  defence  that  he  and  his 
friends  tlie  counsel  had  made  for  their  client: 
he  even  hinted  an  expectation  of  receiving  a 
gratuity  for  his  extraordinary  care  and  dis- 
cretion. 

Fathom,  galled  as  he  was  with  his  misfor- 
tune, and  enraged  at  the  effrontery  of  this 
pettifogger,  maintained  a  serenity  of  counte- 
nance, and  sent  tlie  attorney  with  a  message 
to  the  plaintiff",  importing,  that,  as  he  was  a 
foreigner,  and  could  not  be  supposed  tO  have 
so  much  cash  about  him,  as  to  spare  fiftee.i 
hundred  pounds  from  the  funds  of  his  ordinary 
expense,  he  would  grant  him.  a  bond  payable 
in  two  monthj,  during  which  period  he  should 
be  able  to  procure  a  proper  remittance  from 
his  own  estate.  While  the  solicitor  was 
employed  in  this  negotiation,  he  dispatched 
his  valet-de-chambre  to  one  nobleman,  and 
Maurice  to  another,  with  billets,  signifying 
the  nature  of  the  verdict  which  his  adversary 
had  obtained,  and  desiring  that  each  would 
lend  him  a  thousand  pounds  upon  his  parole, 
until  he  could  negotiate  bills  upon  the  conti- 
nent. 

His  three  messengers  returned  almost  at 
the  same  instant  of  time,  and  these  were  the 
answers  they  brought  back. 

Trapwell  absolutely  rejected  his  personal 
security  ;  and  threatened  him  witli  all  the 
horrors  of  a  jail,  unless  he  would  immediately 
dischargL^  the  debt,  or  procure  sufficient 
bondsmen  ;  and  one  of  his  quality-friends 
favoured  him  with  this  reply  to  his  request : — 

"  My  Dkar  Count  ! — I  am  mortally  cha- 
grined at  the  trumph  you  have  furnished  to 
that  rascally  ciizen.  By  the  lard  !  the  judge 
must  have  been  in  the  terrors  of  cuckoldom, 
to  influence  the  decision  ;  and  the  jury,  a 
mere  herd  of  horned  beasts,  to  bring  in  such 
a  barbarous  verdict.  Egad  !  at  this  rate,  no 
gentleman  will  be  able  to  lie  with  another 
man's  wife,  but  at  the  risk  of  a  cursed  prose 
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cutioii.  But  to  waive  this  disaofreeable  cir- 
cuiustaiicn,  wliicli  you  must  strive  to  t'orfi^et ; 
1  declare  my  niortilicatiou  is  still  the  greater, 
Because  1  caimut  at  present  supply  you  with 
tlie  trille  your  present  exi^jeiicy  requires  ;  lor, 
to  tell  you  a  secret,  my  own  iinaiices  are  in 
damnable  coniusiou.  But  a  man  of  Count 
Fathom's  figure  aiid  address  can  never  be 
puzzled  tor  the  want  of  such  a  paltry  sum. 
Adieu,  my  dear  count !  we  shall,  I  suppose, 
have  the  jjleasure  of  seeing  you  to-morrow  at 
White's  ;  meanwhile,  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  with  the  most  perfect  attachment,  yours, 
"  Grizzi-egrin." 

The  other  noble  peer,  to  whom  he  addressed 
himself  on  this  occasion,  chorished  the  same 
sentiments  of  virtue,  friendshij),  and  gene- 
rosity ;  but  his  expression  was  so  diflercnt, 
that  we  shall,  for  the  edilication  of  tiic  reader, 
transcribe  his  letter  in  his  own  words  : — 

"  Sir, — I  w'as  never  more  astonisiicd  than 
at  the  receipt  of  your  very  extraordinary  bil- 
let, wherein  you  solicit  the  loan  of  a  thousand 
pounds,  which  you  desire  may  be  sent  with 
the  bearer  on  the  faith  of  your  parole.  Sir. 
1  have  no  money  to  send  you  or  lend  you  ; 
and  cannot  help  repeating  my  expressions 
of  surprise  at  your  confidence  in  making  such 
a  strange  and  unwarranted  demand.  'Tis 
true,  I  may  have  made  professions  of  friend- 
ship, while  I  looked  upon  you  as  a  person  of 
honour  and  good  morals  ;  but  now  that  you 
are  convicted  of  such  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  laws  of  that  kingdom  where  you  have 
been  treated  with  such  hospitality  and  re- 
spect, I  think  myself  fully  absolved  from  any 
Buch  conditional  promise,  which  indeed  is 
never  interpreted  into  any  other  than  a  bare 
compliment.  I  am  sorry  you  have  involved 
jour  cliaracter  and  fortune  in  such  a  dis- 
agreeable aflair,  and  am.  Sir,  yours,  &.c. 
"  Trompington." 

Ferdinand  was  not  such  a  novice  in  the 
world  as  to  be  disappoint(;d  at  these  repulses  ; 
especially  as  he  had  laid  very  little  stress 
upon  the  application,  which  was  made  by 
way  of  an  experiment  upon  the  gratitude  or 
caprice  of  those  two  noblemen,  whom  he  had 
actually  more  than  once  obliged  with  the 
same  sort  of  assistance  which  he  now  soli- 
cited, though  not  to  such  a  considerable 
amount. 

Having  nothing  further  to  expect  from  the 
fashionable  world,  he  sent  the  Tyrolese  to 
the  person  who  had  been  bail  for  his  appear- 
ance, with  full  instructions  to  explain  his 
present  occasion  in  the  most  favourable  light, 
and  desire  he  would  reinforce  the  credit  of 
the  count  with  his  security ;  but  that  gentle- 
man, though  he  placed  the  most  perfect  con- 
fidence in  the  honour  of  our  hero,  and  would 
jjave  willingly  entered  into  bonds  again  for 
his  personal  appearance,  was  not  quite  so 
well  satisfied  of  his  circumstances,  as  to 
oecome  liable  for  the  payment  of  two  thou- 
sand pounds  ;  an  expense  which,  in  his  opi- 
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nion,  the  finances  of  no  foreign  count  were 
able  to  defray  :  he  therefore  lent  a  deaf  ear 
to  the  most  jiressing  remonstrances  of  the 
ambassador,  who  had  recourse  to  several 
other  merchants  with  the  same  bad  success ; 
so  that  the  prisoner,  desjjairing  of  bail,  en 
dcavoured  to  persuade  Katchcali,  that  it 
would  be  his  interest  to  contribute  a  thousand 
pounds  towards  his  discharge,  tliat  he  might 
be  enabled  to  (piit  Enghuul  with  a  good  grace, 
and  execute  his  jjurt  of  the  plan  they  had 
projected. 

So  powerful  was  his  eloquence  on  the  oc- 
casion, and  such  strength  of  argument  did 
ho  use,  that  even  the  Tyrolese  seemed  con- 
vinced, though  reluctantly,  and  agreed  to 
advance  the  necessary  sum  upon  tJie  bond 
and  judgment  of  our  adventurer,  v/lio,  being 
disabled  from  transacting  his  own  afiairs  in 
person,  was  obliged  to  entrust  Ratchcali  with 
ills  keys,  papers,  and  power  of  attorney, 
under  the  clieck  and  inspection  of  his  faithful 
Maurice  and  tlie  solicitor,  whose  fidelity  he 
bespoke  with  the  promise  of  an  ample  ro- 
compence. 


CHAPTER  XXXVni. 

The  biter  is  hit. 

Yet,  he  had  no  sooner  committed  his  effects 
to  the  care  of  this  triumvirate,  than  his  fancy 
was  visited  with  direful  warnings  which  pro- 
duced cold  sweats  and  palpitations,  and 
threw  him  into  such  agonies  of  apprehension 
as  he  had  never  known  before.  He  remem- 
bered the  former  desertion  of  the  Tyrolese, 
the  recent  villainy  of  the  solicitor,  and  re- 
collected the  remarks  he  had  made  upon  the 
disposition  and  character  of  his  valet,  which 
evinced  him  a  fit  companion  for  the  other 
two. 

Alarmed  at  these  reflections,  he  entreated 
the  bailiff  to  indulge  him  with  a  visit  to  his 
own  lodgings,  and  even  offered  one  hundred 
guineas  as  a  gratification  for  his  compliance. 
But  the  olTicer,  who  had  formerly  lost  a  con- 
siderable sum  by  the  escajje  of  a  prisoner, 
would  not  run  any  risk  in  an  affair  of  such 
conscciuence,  and  our  liero  was  obliged  to 
submit  to  the  tortures  of  his  own  presaging 
fears.  After  he  had  waited  five  hours  in  the 
most  racking  impatience,  he  saw  tlie  attorney 
enter  with  all  the  marks  of  hurry,  fatigue, 
and  consternation,  and  heard  him  exclaim, — 
"  Good  God,  have  you  seen  the  gentleman?" 

Fathom  found  his  fears  realized  in  this  in- 
terrogation, to  which  ho  answered  in  a  tone 
of  horror  and  dismay, — "what  gentleman  1 
I  suppose  I  aiM  robbed:  speak,  and  keep  mc 
no  longer  in  suspense."  "Robbed!"  cried 
the  attorney,  "  the  Lord  forbid !  I  hope  you 
can  depend  upon  the  person  you  empowered 
to  receive  your  jewels  and  cash  ]  I  must  own 
his  proceedings  are  a  little  extraordinarv : 
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for  after  he  had  rummaged  your  scrutoire, 
from  which,  in  presence  of  me  and  your 
servant,  he  took  one  hundred  and  fifty  gui- 
neas, a  parcel  of  diamond  rings  and  buckles, 
according  to  this  here  inventory,  which  I 
wrote  with  my  own  hand,  and  East-India 
ponds  to  the  tune  of  five  hundred  more,  we 
adjourned  to  Garraway's,  where  he  left  me 
alone  under  pretence  of  gomg  to  a  broker  of 
his  acquaintance  wholi^ed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, while  the  valet,  as  I  imagined,  waited 
for  us  in  the  alley.  Well,  sir,  he  staid  so 
long,  that  I  began  to  be  uneasy,  and  at  length 
resolved  to  send  the  servant  in  quest  of  him, 
but  when  I  went  out  for  tjiat  purpose,  deuce 
a  servant  was  to  be  found ;  though  I  in  person 
inquired  for  him  at  every  alehouse  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  place.  I  then  despatched 
no  less  than  five  ticket-porters  upon  the  scent 
after  them,  and  I  myself,  by  a  direction  from 
the  bar-keeper,  went  to  Signior  Ratchcali's 
lodgings,  where,  as  they  told  me,  he  had  not 
oeen  seen  since  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Upon  this  intimation,  I  came  directly  hither, 
to  give  you  timely  notice,  that  you  may 
without  delay  take  measures  for  your  own 
security.  The  best  thing  you  can  do,  is  to 
take  out  writs  for  apprehending  him,  in  the 
counties  of  Middlese.x,  Surrey,  Kent  and 
Essex,  and  I  shall  put  them  in  the  hands  of 
trusty  and  diligent  officers,  who  will  soon 
ferret  him  out  of  his  lurking  place,  provided 
he  skulks  within  ton  miles  of  the  bills  of 
mortality:  to  bo  sure  the  job  will  be  ex- 
pensive ;  and  all  these  runners  must  be  paid 
beforehand.  But  what  then  ?  tlie  defendant 
is  worth  powder,  and  if  we  can  once  secure 
him,  I'll  warrant  the  prosecution  will  quit 
cost." 

Fathom  was  almost  choked  with  concern 
and  resentment  at  the  news  of  this  mis- 
oiiance,  so  tiiat  he  could  not  utter  one  word 
until  this  narrative  was  finished.  Nor  was 
his  suspicion  confined  to  the  Tyrolese  and 
his  own  lacquey;  he  considered  the  solicitor 
as  their  accomplice  and  director,  and  was  so 
much  provoked  at  the  latter  part  of  his 
harangue,  that  his  discretion  seemed  to  van- 
ish, and,  collaring  the  attornev, — *' Villain!" 
said  he,  "you  yourself  have  been  a  principal 
actor  in  this  robbery  :"  then  turning  to  the 
bystanders,  "  and  I  desire  in  the  king's  name 
that  he  may  be  secured,  until  I  can  make 
oath  before  a  magistrate  in  support  of  the 
charge.  If  you  refuse  your  assistance  in  de- 
taming  him,  1  will  make  immediate  application 
to  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state,  who  is  my 
particular  friend,  and  he  will  see  justice  done 
to  all  parti e-5." 

At  mention  of  this  formidable  name,  the 
bailiff  and  his  whole  family  were  in  commo- 
tion, to  obstruct  the  retreat  of  the  lawyer, 
who  stood  aghast,  and  trembled  under  the 
grasp  of  our  adventurer  :  but,  soon  as  he 
found  himself  delivered  from  this  embrace, 
|iy  the  interposition  of  the  spectators,  and 


collected  his  spirits,  which  had  been  suddenly 
dissipated  by  Fathom's  unexpected  assault, 
he  began  to  display  one  art  of  his  occupation, 
which  he  always  reserved  for  extraordinary 
occasions  :  this  was  the  talent  of  abuse,  which 
he  poured  forth  with  such  fluency  of  oppro- 
brious language,  that  our  hero,  smarting  as 
he  was,  and  almost  desperate  with  his  loss, 
deviated  from  that  temperance  of  behaviour 
which  he  had  hitherto  preserved,  and,  snatch- 
ing up  the  poker,  with  one  stroke  opened  a 
deep  trench  upon  the  attorney's  skull,  that 
extended  from  the  hind  head  almost  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  nose,  upon  each  side  of 
which  it  discharged  a  sanguine  stream.  Not- 
withstanding the  pain  of  this  application,  the 
solicitor  was  transported  with  joy  at  the  sense 
of  the  smart,  and  inwardly  congratulated 
himself  upon  the  appearance  of  his  own 
blood,  which  he  no  sooner  perceived  than  he 
exclaimed, — "I'm  a  dead  man,"  and  fel. 
upon  the  floor  at  full  length. 

Immediate  recourse  was  had  to  a  surgeon 
in  the  neighbourhood,  who  having  examined 
the  wound,  declared  there  was  a  dangerous 
depression  of  the  first  table  of  the  skull,  and 
that,  if  he  could  save  the  patient's  life  with- 
out the  application  of  the  trepan,  it  would  be 
one  of  the  greatest  cures  that  etrer  was  per- 
formed. By  this  time,  Fathom's  first  trans- 
port being  overblown,  he  summoned  up  his 
whole  resolution,  and  reflected  upon  his  own 
ruin,  with  that  fortitude  which  had  never 
failed  him  in  the  emergencies  of  his  fate: 
little  disturbed  at  the  prognostic  of  the  sur- 
geon, which  he  considered  in  the  right  point 
of  view, — "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  am  not  so  un- 
acquainted with  the  resistance  of  an  attor- 
ney's skull,  as  to  believe  the  chastisement  I 
have  bestowed  on  him  will  at  all  endanger 
his  life,  which  is  in  much  greater  jeopardy 
from  the  hands  of  the  common  executioner: 
for,  notwithstanding  this  accident,  I  am  de- 
termined to  prosecute  the  rascal  for  robbery  . 
with  the  utmost  severity  of  the  law,  and, 
that  I  may  have  a  sufl"icient  fund  left  for  that 
prosecution,  I  shall  not  at  present  throw 
away  one  farthing  in  unnecessary  expense, 
but  insist  upon  being  conveyed  to  prison 
without  farther  delay." 

This  declaration  was  equally  unwelcome 
to  the  bailiff,  surgeon,  and  solicitor,  who, 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  count  was  a 
person  of  fortune,  and  would  rather  part  with 
an  immense  sum  than  incur  the  ignominy  of 
a  jail,  or  involve  himself  in  another  disgrace- 
ful law-suit,  had  resolved  to  fleece  him  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power.  But  now  the  attor- 
ney, finding  him  determined  to  set  his  fate  at 
defiance,  and  to  retort  upon  him  a  prosecu- 
tion, which  he  had  no  design  to  undergo, 
began  to  repent  heartily  of  the  provocation 
he  had  given,  and  to  think  seriously  on  some 
method  to  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  the 
incensed  foreigner.  With  this  view,  while 
the  bailiff  conducted  him  to  bed  in  another 
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apartment,  he  desired  the  catclipoie  to  act 
the  part  of  a  meilialor  between  liiui  and  the 
count,  and  furnislied  him  with  proper  instruc- 
tions for  that  jiurpose.  Acoordinjxly,  the 
landlord,  on  his  return,  told  Faihoni,  that  he 
was  sure  the  solicitor  was  not  a  man  for  this 
world,  for  that  ho  had  left  him  deprived  of 
his  senses,  and  praying  to  CJod  with  great 
devotion  J'.;r  mercy  to  his  nmrderer  :  he  then 
exhorted  him,  with  many  protestations  of 
friendship,  to  compromise  the  unhajipy  ail'air 
by  exchanging  releases  with  the  attorney 
before  his  delirium  sliould  be  known,  other- 
wise he  would  bring  himself  into  a  most 
dangerous  premunire,  whether  the  plaintiff 
should  die  of  his  wound,  or  live  to  prosecute 
him  for  the  assault.  "And  with  regard  to 
your  charge  of  robbery  against  him,"  said  he, 
•*as  it  is  no  more  than  a  bare  susjiicion,  un- 
supported by  the  least  shadow  of  evidence, 
the  bill  would  be  thrown  out,  and  then  he 
might  sue  you  for  damages.  I  therefore,  out 
of  pure  friendship  and  good  nature,  advise 
you  to  compromise  the  aflair,  and,  if  you 
think  proper,  will  endeavour  to  bring  about  a 
mutual  release." 

Our  hero,  whose  passion  was  by  this  time 
pretty  well  cooled,  saw  reason  for  assenting 
to  the  ])roposal ;  upon  which  the  deed  was 
immediately  executed,  the  mediator's  bill  was 
discharged,  and  Ferdinand  conveyed  in  a 
hackney  coach  to  prison,  after  he  had  em- 
powered his  own  landlord  to  discharge  his 
servants,  and  convert  his  effects  into  ready 
money.  Thus,  he  saw  himself,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours,  deprived  of  his  reputation, 
rank,  liberty,  and  friends;  and  bis  fortune 
reduced  from  two  thousand  pounds  to  some- 
thing less  than  two  hundred,  fifty  of  which 
he  had  carried  to  jail  in  his  pocket. 

CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

Our  adventurer  is  made  acquainted  witli  a  new 
scene  of  life. 

Just  as  he  entered  these  mansions  of  misery, 
his  ears  were  invaded  with  a  hoarse  and 
dreadful  voice,  exclaiming, — "You,  Bess 
Beetle,  score  a  couple  of  fresh  eggs,  a  penny- 
worth of  butter,  and  a  half  pint  of  mountain, 
to  the  king;  and  stop  credit  till  the  bill  is 
paid  : — he  is  now  debtor  for  fifteen  shillings 
and  sixpence,  and  damn  me  if  I  trust  him  one 
farthing  more,  if  he  was  the  best  king  in 
Christendom.  And,  d'ye  hear,  send  Ragged- 
head  with  five  pounds  of  potatoes  for  Major 
Macleaver  s  supper,  and  let  him  have  what 
drink  he  wants  :  the  fat  widow  gentlewoman 
from  Pamlico  has  promised  to  ([uit  hi«  score. 
bJir  Mungo  Earebones  may  have  some  hasty 
pudding  and  small  beer,  though  1  don't  ex- 
pect to  see  his  coin,  no  more  llian  to  receive 
t'he  eighteen  pence  1  laid  out  for  a  pair  of 
breeches  to  his  backside — what  then  ?  he's  a 


quiet  sort  of  a  body,  and  a  great  scholar,  and 
it  was  a  scandal  to  the  place  to  see  him  going 
about  in  that  naked  condition.  As  fur  the 
mad  Fronehman  with  the  beard,  if  you  give 
him  so  much  as  a  cheese  paring  you  b — ch, 
Fl!  send  you  back  to  the  hole,  among  your 
old  companions  ;  an  impudent  dog  !  Fii  teach 
him  to  draw  his  sword  upon  the  governor  of 
an  English  county  jail.  What !  I  suppose  he 
thought  he  had  to  do  with  a  French  hang- 
tang-dang,  rabbit  him  !  he  shall  eat  his  white 
feather  before  I  give  him  credit  for  a  morsel 
of  bread." 

Although  oui  adventurer  was  very  little 
disposed,  at  this  juncture,  to  make  observa- 
tions  foreign  to  his  own  affairs,  ho  could  not 
help  taking  notice  of  these  extraordinary 
injunctions  ;  especially  those  concerning  the 
person  who  was  entitled  king,  whom,  how- 
ever, he  supposed  to  be  some  prisoner  elected 
as  the  magistrate  by  the  joint  suffrage  of  his 
fellows.  Having  taken  possession  of  his 
chamber,  which  he  rented  at  five  shillings 
a-week,  and  being  ill  at  ease  in  his  own 
thoughts,  he  forthwith  secured  his  door,  un- 
dressed and  went  to  bed,  in  which,  though  it 
was  none  of  the  most  elegant  or  inviting 
couches,  he  enjoyed  profound  rejwse  after 
the  accumulated  fatigues  and  mortifications 
of  the  day.  Next  morning,  after  breakfast, 
the  keeper  entered  his  apartment,  and  gave 
him  to  understand,  that  the  gentlemen  under 
his  care,  having  heard  of  the  count's  arrival, 
had  deputed  one  of  their  number  to  wait  upon 
him  with  the  compliments  of  condolence 
suitable  to  the  occasion,  and  invite  him  tc 
become  a  member  of  their  society.  Our  iiero 
could  not  politely  dispense  with  this  instance 
of  civility,  and  their  ambassador  being  in- 
stantly  introduced  by  the  name  of  Captain 
Minikin,  saluted  him  with  great  solemnity. 

This  was  a  person  equally  remarkable  for 
his  extraordinary  figure  and  address  ;  lus  age 
seemed  to  border  upon  forty,  his  stature 
amounted  to  five  feet,  his  \nsage  was  long, 
meagre,  and  weather-beaten,  and  his  aspect, 
though  not  quite  rueful,  exhibited  a  certain 
formality,  w'hich  was  the  result  of  care  and 
conscious  importance.  He  was  very  little 
encumbered  with  flesh  and  blood  ;  yet  what 
body  he  liad  was  well  proportioned,  his  limbs 
were  elegantly  turned,  and  by  his  carriage 
he  was  well  entitled  to  tiiat  compliment  which 
we  pay  to  any  person  when  we  say  he  has 
very  much  the  air  of  a  gentleman.  There 
was  also  an  evident  singularity  in  his  dress, 
which,  though  intended  as  an  improvement, 
appeared  tolje  an  extravagant  oxaggr>ration 
of  the  mode,  and  at  once  evinced  him  an 
original  to  the  discerning  eyes  of  our  adven- 
turer,  who  received  him  with  his  usual  com- 
plaisance, and  made  a  very  eloquent  acknow 
ledgement  of  the  honour  and  satisfaction  he 
received  from  the  visit  of  the  representative, 
and  the  hospitality  of  his  constituents.  The 
captoin'<5  peculiarities  were  not  confined  to 


154 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


his  externa]  appearance ;  for  his  voice  re- 
sembled tlie  sound  of  a  bassoon,  or  the  aggre- 
gate hum  of  a  whole  bee-hive,  and  his  dis- 
course was  almost  nothing  else  than  a  series 
of  quotations  from  the  English  poets,  inter- 
larded with  French  phrases,  which  he  retained 
tor  their  significance,  on  the  recommendation 
of  his  friends,  being  himself  unacquainted 
with  that  or  any  other  outlandish  tongue. 

Fathom,  finding  this  gentleman  of  a  very 
communicative  disposition,  thought  he  could 
not  have  a  fairer  opportunity  of  learning  the 
history  of  his  fellow-prisoners  :  and,  turning 
the  conversation  on  that  subject,  was  not 
disappointed  in  his  expectation.  "  I  don't 
doubt,  sir,"  said  he,  with  the  utmost  soleuini- 
ty  of  declamation,  "  but  you  look  with  horror 
upon  every  obji.'ct  that  surrounds  you  in  this 
imcomfortable  place;  but,  nevertheless,  here 
are  some,  who,  as  my  friend  Shakspeare  has 
it,  have  seen  better  days,  and  have  with  holy 
hell  been  knolled  to  church  :  and  sat  at  good 
men's  feasts,  and  wiped  their  eyes  of  drops 
that  sacred  jii^lf  hath  engendered.  You 
must  know,  sir,  that  exclusive  of  the  canaille, 
or  the  profanum  valgus,  as  they  are  styled 
bv  Horace,  there  are  several  small  communi- 
ties in  the  gaol,  consisting  of  people  who  are 
attracted  by  the  manners  and  dispositions  of 
each  otiier  ;  for  this  place,  sir,  is  quite  a 
microcosm,  and,  as  the  great  world,  so  is 
this,  a  stage,  and  all  the  men  and  women 
merely  players.  For  my  own  part,  sir,  I 
have  always  made  it  a  maxim  to  associate 
with  the  best  company  I  can  find  ;  not  that  I 
pretend  to  boast  of  my  family  or  extraction  ; 
because,  you  know,  as  the  poet  says,  Vix  ea 
nostra  voc.  My  father,  'tis  true,  was  a  man 
that  piqued  himself  upon  his  pedigree,  as  well 
ns  upon  hispolitesse  and  personal  merit ;  for 
he  liad  been  a  very  old  officer  in  the  army, 
and  I  myself  may  say  I  was  born  with  a  spon- 
toon  in  my  hand.  Sir,  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  serve  his  majesty  these  twenty  years,  and 
have  been  bandied  about  in  the  course  of 
duty  through  all  the  British  plantations,  and 
vou  see  the  recompense  of  all  my  service. 
jBut  this  is  a  disagreeable  subject,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  waive  it ;  however,  as  Butler 
observes, 

'  My  only  comfort  is,  that  now 
>Iy  (lubl)olt  t'orLuiic  is  so  low, 
Tliat  either  it  must  quickly  end, 
Or  turn  about  again  and  mend,' 

*'  And  now,  to  return  from  this  digression, 
you  will  perhaps  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
t"he  head  or  chairman  of  our  club  is  really  a 
sovereign  prince  :  no  le.^s,  I'll  assure  you, 
than  the  celebrated  Theodore  kingof  Corsica, 
who  lies  in  prison  for  a  debt  of  a  few  litindred 
pounds.  Heu!  quantum  mutatus  ab  illo. 
It  is  not  my  business  to  censure  the  conduct 
of  my  superiors ;  but  I  always  speak  my 
mind  in  a  cavalier  manner,  and  as,  according 
to  the  Spectator,  talking  to  a  friend  is  no 


more  than  thinking  aloud,  entre  nous,  hi.4 
Corsican  majesty  lias  been  scurvily  treated 
by  a  certain  administration  ;  be  that  as  it 
will,  he  is  a  personage  of  a  very  porily  ap- 
pearance, and  is  quite  master  of  the  biense- 
ance.  Besides,  they  will  find  it  their  interest 
to  have  recourse  again  to  his  alliance :  and 
in  that  case  some  of  us  may  expect  to  profit 
by  his  restoration  ;  but  few  words  are  best. 

"He  that  maintains  the  second  rank  in 
our  assembly  is  one  Major  Macleaver,  an 
Irish  gentlemen,  who  has  served  abroad ;  a 
soldier  of  fortune,  sir,  a  man  of  unquestion- 
able honour  and  courage,  but  a  little  over- 
bearing, in  consequence  of  his  knowledge 
and  experience.  He  is  a  person  of  a  good 
address,  to  be  sure,  and  quite  free  of  the 
mauvaise  hnnte,  and  he  may  have  seen  a 
good  deal  of  service  :  but  what  then  ?  other 
people  may  be  as  good  as  he,  though  they 
have  not  had  such  opportunities ;  if  he  speaks 
five  or  six  languages,  he  does  not  pretend  to 
any  taste  in  the  liberal  arts,  which  are  the 
criterion  of  an  accomplished  gentleman. 

The  next  is  Sir  Mungo  Barebones,  the 
representative  of  a  very  ancient  family  in  the 
north  :  his  affairs  are  very  much  derangee, 
but  he  is  a  gentleman  of  great  probity  and 
learning,  and  at  present  engaged  in  a  very 
grand  scheme,  which,  if  he  can  bring  it  tc 
bear,  will  render  him  famous  to  all  posterity; 
no  less  than  the  conversion  of  the  Je^vs  and 
the  Gentiles.  The  project,  I  own,  looks 
chimerical  to  one  who  has  not  conversed 
with  the  author ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  he  has 
clearly  demonstrated,  from  an  anagrammatical 
analysis  of  a  certain  Hebrew  word,  that  his 
present  majesty,  whom  God  preserve,  is  the 
person  pointed  at  in  scripture  as  the  tempo- 
ral Messiah  of  the  Jews  ;  and,  if  he  could 
once  raise  by  subscription  such  a  trifling  sum 
as  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  he  would  accomplish  his  aim, 
vast  and  romantic  as  it  seems  to  be. 

Besides  these,  we  have  another  messmate, 
who  is  a  French  chevalier,  an  odd  sort  of  a 
man,  a  kind  of  Lazarillo  de  Tormes,  a  cari- 
catura ;  he  wears  a  long  beard,  pretends  to 
be  a  great  poet,  and  makes  a  damned  fracas 
with  his  verses.  The  king  has  been  obliged 
to  exert  his  authority  over  him  more  than 
once,  by  ordering  him  into  close  confine- 
ment, for  which  he  was  so  rash  as  to  send 
his  majesty  a  challenge ;  but  he  afterwaids 
made  his  submission,  and  was  again  taken 
into  favour  :  the  truth  is,  I  believe  his  lirain 
is  a  little  disordered,  and  he  being  a  stranger 
we  overlook  his  extravagancies. 

"  Sir,  we  shall  think  ourselves  happy  in 
your  accession  to  our  society  :  you  will  be 
under  no  sort  of  restraint ;  for  though  we 
dine  at  one  table,  every  individual  calls  and 
pays  for  his  own  mess.  Our  conversation; 
such  as  it  is,  will  not,  I  hope,  be  disagreeable , 
and  though  we  have  not  opportunities  of 
breathing  the  pure  Arcadian  air  and  cannot. 
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luidorthu  shade  of  rnelanclioly  boughs,  lose 
and  iioylect  the  creeping  liours  of  time,'  we 
may  enjoy  ourselves  over  a  glass  of  punch  or 
a  dish  of  tea  :  nor  are  \vc  destitute  of  friends, 
who  visit  us  in  these  shades  of  distress.  The 
major  has  a  numerous  acquaintance  of  botli 
sexes  ;  among  others,  a  first  cousin  of  good 
fortune,  who,  with  her  daughters,  often  cheers 
our  solitude  ;  she  is  a  very  sensible  lady-like 
gentlewoman,  and  the  young  ladies  have  a 
certain  dcgagee  air,  that  plainly  shows  they 
have  seen  the  best  company :  besides,  I  will 
venture  to  recommend  Mrs  Minikin,  as  a 
woman  of  tolerable  breeding  and  capacity, 
who,  I  hope,  will  not  be  found  altogether  de- 
ficient in  the  accomplishments  of  the  se.x. 
So  that  we  find  means  to  make  little  parties, 
ill  which  the  time  glides  away  insensibh'. 
Then  I  have  a  small  collection  of  books  which 
are  at  your  service.  You  may  amuse  your- 
self with  Shakspeare,  or  Milton,  or  Don 
Quixote,  or  any  of  our  modern  authors  tiiat 
are  worth  reading,  such  as  the  adventures  of 
Loveill,  Lady  Frail,  George  Edwards,  Joe 
Thompson,  Bamfylde  Moore  Carew,  Young 
Scarron,  and  Miss  Betsey  Thoughtless  ;  and 
if  you  have  a  taste  for  drawing,  I  can  enter- 
tain you  with  a  parcel  of  prints  by  the  best 
masters." 

A  man  of  our  hero's  politeness  could  not 
help  expressing  himself  in  the  warmest  terms 
of  gratitude  for  this  courteous  declaration. 
He  thanked  the  captain  in  particular  for  his 
obliging  offers,  and  begged  he  would  be  so 
good  as  to  present  his  respects  to  the  society, 
of  which  he  longed  to  be  a  member.  It  was 
determined,  therefore,  that  Minikin  should 
return  in  an  hour,  when  the  count  would  be 
dressed,  in  order  to  conduct  him  into  the  pre- 
sence of  his  majesty;  and  he  had  already 
taken  his  leave  for  the  present,  when  all  of  a 
sudden  he  came  back,  and  taking  hold  of  a 
waistcoat  that  lay  upon  a  chair, — "  Sir,"  said 
he,  "  give  me  leave  to  look  at  that  fringe  : 
I  think  it  is  the  most  elegant  knitting  I  ever 
saw:  but  pray,  sir,  are  not  these  quite  out  of 
fashion  1  I  thought  plain  silk,  such  as  this 
that  I  wear,  had  been  the  mode,  with  the 
pockets  very  low."  Before  Fathom  had  time 
to  make  any  sort  of  reply,  he  took  notice  of 
his  hat  and  pumps;  the  first  of  which  he  said, 
was  too  narrow  in  the  brim,  and  the  last  an 
inch  too  low  in  the  heels  :  indeed  they  formed 
a  remarkable  contrast  with  his  own  ;  for,  ex- 
clusive of  the  fashion  of  the  cock,  which  re- 
sembled the  form  of  a  Roman  galley,  the  brim 
of  his  hat,  if  properly  spread,  would  have 
projected  a  shade  sufficient  to  shelter  a  whole 
file  of  musketeers  from  the  heat  of  a  summer's 
i?un ;  and  the  heels  of  his  shoes  were  so  high 
as  to  raise  his  feet  three  inches  at  least  from 
the  surface  of  the  earth. 

Having  made  these  observations,  for  the 
credit  of  his  taste,  he  retired,  and  returning 
at  the  time  appointed,  accompanied  Ferdi- 
nand to  the  apartment  of  the  king,  at  the 


doors  of  which  their  ears  were  invaded  with 
a  strange  sound,  being  that  of  a  human  voice 
imitating  the  noise  of  a  drum.  The  captain, 
hearing  this  alarm,  made  a  fi  11  stop,  and, 
giving  the  count  to  understand  that  his  ma- 
jesty wa-s  busy,  begged  he  would  not  take  it 
amiss,  if  the  introduction  should  be  delayed 
for  a  few  moments.  Fathom,  cuiious  to 
know  the  meaning  of  what  he  hail  iieard, 
applied  to  his  guide  for  information,  and 
learned  that  the  king  and  the  major,  whom 
he  had  nominated  to  the  post  of  his  general- 
in-cliief,  were  employed  in  landing  troons 
upon  the  Genoese  territory  ;  that  is,  that  they 
were  settling  beforehand  the  manner  of  their 
disembarkation. 

He  then,  by  the  direction  of  his  conductor, 
reconnoitred  them  through  the  key-hole,  and 
perceived  the  sovereign  and  his  minister 
sitting  on  opposite  sides  of  a  deal-board 
table,  covered  with  a  large  chart  or  map, 
upon  which  he  saw  a  great  number  of  mussel 
and  oyster-shells  rr^.nged  in  a  certain  order, 
and,  at  a  little  distance,  several  regular 
squares  and  columns  made  of  cards  cut  in 
small  pieces.  Tiie  prince  himself,  whose 
eyes  were  reinforced  by  spectacles,  surveyed 
this  armament  with  great  attention,  while  the 
general  put  the  whole  in  action,  and  con- 
ducted their  motions  by  beat  of  drum.  The 
mussel-shells,  according  to  Minikin's  ex- 
planation, represented  the  transports,  the 
oyster-shells  were  considered  as  tiie  men  of 
war  that  covered  the  troops  in  landing,  and 
the  pieces  of  card  exhibited  the  different 
bodies  into  which  the  army  was  formed  upon 
its  disembarkation. 

As  an  affair  of  such  consequence  could  not 
be  transacted  without  opposition,  they  had 
provided  divers  ambuscades,  consisting  of  the 
enemy,  whom  they  represented  by  grey  peas ; 
and  accordingly  General  Macleaver,  perceiv- 
ing the  said  grey  peas  marching  along  shore 
to  attack  his  forces  before  tliey  could  be 
drawn  up  in  battalia,  thus  addressed  himself 
to  the  oyster-shells  in  an  audible  voice. 
"  You  men  of  war,  don't  you  see  the  from 
of  the  enemy  advancing,  and  the  rest  of  the 
detachment  following  out  of  sight!  Arrah! 
the  devil  burn  you,  why  don't  you  come 
ashore  and  open  your  batteries'?"  So  saying, 
he  pushed  the  shells  towards  the  beach,  per- 
formed the  cannonading  with  his  voice,  the 
grey  peas  were  soon  put  in  confusion,  the 
general  was  beat,  the  cards  marched  forwards 
in  order  of  battle,  and  the  enemy  having  re- 
treated with  great  precipitation,  they  took 
possession  of  their  ground  without  ifarther 
difficulty. 

CHAPTER  XL. 

He  Contemplates  majesty  and  its  satellitet 
in  eclipses. 

This  expedition  being  happily  finished.  Gene 
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ral  Macleaver  put  the  whole  army,  navy, 
.ransports,  and  scene  of  action,  into  a  can- 
vass bagr ;  the  prince  unsaddled  his  nose,  and 
Captain  Minikin  being  admitted,  our  liero 
was  introduced  in  fomi.  Very  gracious  was 
the  reception  he  met  with  from  his  majesty, 
v/ho,  with  a  most  princely  demeanour,  wel- 
comed him  to  court,  and  even  seated  him  on 
his  right  hand,  in  token  of  particular  regard. 
True  it  is,  this  presence-chamber  was  not  so 
superb,  nor  the  appearance  of  the  king  so 
magniticent,  as  to  render  such  an  honour 
into.xicatingto  any  person  of  our  hero's  cool- 
ness and  discretion.  In  lieu  of  tapestry,  the 
apartment  was  hung  with  halfpenny  ballads, 
a  truckle-bed  without  curtains  supplied  the 
place  of  a  canopy,  and  instead  of  a  crown  his 
majesty  wore  a  woollen  niglit-cap.  Yet,  in 
Boite  of  these  disadvantages,  there  vras  an 
air  of  dignity  in  his  deportment,  and  a  nice 
physiognomist  would  have  perceived  some- 
thing majestic  in  the  features  of  his  counte- 
nance. 

He  was  certainly  a  personage  of  a  very 
prepossessing  mien  ;  his  manners  were  en- 
gaging, his  conversation  agreeable,  and  any 
man  whose  heart  was  sublet  to  the  meltings 
of  humanity  would  have  deplored  his  distress, 
and  looked  upon  him  as  a  most  pathetic  in- 
stance of  that  miserable  reverse  to  which  all 
human  grandeur  is  exposed.  Ilis  fall  was 
even  greater  tiian  that  of  Belisarius,  who, 
after  having  obtained  many  glorious  victo- 
ries over  the  enemies  of  his  country,  is  said 
to  have  been  reduced  to  such  extremity  of 
indigence,  that,  in  his  old  age,  when  he  was 
deprived  of  his  eye-sight,  he  sat  upon  the 
highway  like  a  common  mendicant,  implor- 
ing the  charity  of  passengers  in  the  piteous 
exclamation  of  date  obolum  Belisario;  that 
is, — "  spare  a  farthing  to  your  poor  old  sol- 
dier  Belisarius."  I  say,  this  general's  dis- 
grace was  not  so  remarkable  as  that  of  Theo- 
dore, because  ho  was  the  servant  of  Justinian, 
consequently  his  fortune  depended  upon  the 
nod  of  that  emperor ;  whereas  the  other 
actually  possessed  the  throne  of  sovereignty 
by  the  be.st  of  all  titles,  namely,  the  unani- 
mous election  of  the  people  over  whom  he 
reigned  ;  and  attracted  the  eyes  of  all  Europe, 
by  the  efforts  he  made  in  breaking  the  bands 
of  oppression  and  vindicating  that  liberty 
which  is  the  birthright  of  man. 

The  English  of  tormerdays,  alike  renowned 
for  generosity  and  valour,  treated  those  hos- 
tile princes,  whose  fate  it  was  to  wear  their 
chains,  with  such  delicacy  of  benevolence, 
as  even  dispelled  the  hoiTors  of  captivity;  but 
their  posterity  of  this  refined  age  feel  no 
rompunction  at  seeing  an  unfortunate  mon- 
arch, their  former  friend,  ally,  and  partizan, 
languish  amidst  tlie  miseries  of  a  loathsome 
gaol,  for  a  paltry  debt  contracted  in  their  own 
service.  But,  moralizing  apart,  our  hero  had 
net  long  conversed  with  this  extraordinary 
debtor,  who  in  his  present  condition  pssumed 


no  other  title  than  that  of  baron,  than  he 
perceived  in  him  a  spirit  of  quixotism,  which 
all  his  experience,  together  with  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  his  fortune,  liad  not  been  able  tc 
overcome  :  not  that  his  ideas  soared  to  sucV 
a  pitch  of  extravagant  hope  as  that  which 
took  possession  of  his  messmates  who  fre- 
quently quarrelled  one  with  another  about 
the  degrees  of  favour  to  which  they  should 
be  entitled  after  the  king's  restoration;  but 
he  firmly  believed  that  affairs  would  speedily 
take  such  a  turn  in  Italy  as  would  point  out  to 
the  English  court  the  expediency  of  employ- 
ing him  again;  and  this  persuasion  seemed 
to  support  him  against  every  species  of  pov- 
erty and  mortification. 

While  they  were  busy  in  trimming  the 
balance  of  power  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Alps,  their  deliberations  were  interrupted  by 
the  arrival  of  a  scullion,  who  came  to  receive 
their  orders  touching  the  bill  of  fare  for  din- 
ner, and  his  majesty  found  much  more  diffi- 
culty in  settling  this  important  concern,  than 
in  compromising  all  the  differences  between 
the  emperor  and  the  queen  of  Spain.  At 
length,  however.  General  Macleaver  under- 
took the  office  of  purveyor  for  his  prince. 
Captain  Minikin  insisted  upon  treating  the 
count;  and  in  a  little  time  the  table  was 
covered  with  a  cloth,  which,  for  the  sake  of 
my  delicate  readers,  I  will  not  attempt  to 
describe. 

At  this  period  they  were  joined  by  Sir 
Mungo  Barebones,  who,  having  found  means 
to  purchase  a  couple  of  mutton  chops,  had 
cooked  a  mess  of  broth,  which  he  now  brougnt 
in  a  sauce-pan  to  the  general  rendezvous. 
This  was  the  most  rernarkablp  object  which 
had  hitherto  presented  itself  to  the  eyes  of 
Fathom.  Being  naturally  of  a  meagre  habit, 
he  was,  by  indigence  and  hard  study,  worn 
almost  to  the  bone,  and  so  bended  towards 
the  earth,  that  in  walking  his  body  described 
at  least  150  degrees  of  a  circle.  The  want 
of  stockings  and  shoes  he  supplied  with  a 
jockey  straight  boot  and  a  half-jack.  His 
thighs  and  middle  were  cased  in  a  monstrous 
pair  of  brown  trunk  breeches,  which  the 
keeper  bought  for  his  use  from  the  executor 
of  a  Dutch  seaman  who  had  lately  died  in 
the  gaol;  his  shirt  retained  no  signs  of  its 
original  colour;  his  body  was  shrouded  in  an 
old  greasy  tattered  plaid  night  gown;  a  bine 
and  white  handkerchief  surrounded  his  head; 
and  his  looks  betokened  that  immense  load 
of  care  which  he  had  vohintarily  incurred  for 
the  eternal  salvation  of  sinners.  Yet  this 
figure,  uncouth  as  it  was,  made  his  compli- 
ments to  our  adventurer  in  terms  of  the 
most  elegant  address,  and,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  disclosed  a  great  fund  of  valua- 
ble knowledge.  He  had  appeared  in  the 
great  world,  and  borne  divers  offices  of  dignity 
and  trust  with  universal  applause.  His  cou- 
rage was  undoubted,  his  morals  were  unim- 
peached,  and  his  person  held  in  great  venera 
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tion  and  esteem,  when  his  evil  genius  engaged 
him  in  the  study  of  Hebrew,  and  the  mys- 
teries of  tliG  Jewisli  rehgion,  wiiicli  fairly 
disordered  liis  brain,  and  rendered  him  inca- 
pable of  managing  his  temporal  allairs. 
When  he  ouglit  to  have  been  employed  in 
the  functions  of  his  post,  he  was  always 
wrapt  in  visionary  conferences  with  Moses 
&^  the  Mount :  rather  than  regulate  the 
economy  of  his  household,  he  chose  to  exert 
his  endeavours  in  settling  the  precise  mean- 
ing of  the  word  elohiin;  and  having  discov- 
ered that  now  the  period  was  come  when  the 
Jews  and  Gentiles  would  be  converted,  he 
postponed  every  other  consideration,  in  order 
to  facilitate  tiiat  great  and  glorious  event. 
By  this  time  Ferdinand  had  seen  every  mem- 
ber of  the  club,  except  the  French  chevalier, 
who  seemed  to  be  quite  neglected  by  the 
society  ;  for  his  name  was  not  once  mentioned 
during  this  communication,  and  they  sat 
down  to  dinner,  without  asking  whether  he 
was  dead  or  alive.  The  king  regaled  himself 
with  a  plate  of  ox  cheek  ;  the  major,  who 
complained  that  his  appetite  had  forsaken 
him,  amused  himself  with  some  forty  hard 
eggs,  malaxed  with  salt  butter ;  the  knight 
indulged  upon  his  soup  and  bouille  ;  and  the 
captain  entertained  our  adventurer  with  a 
neck  of  veal  roasted  with  potatoes  ;  but  before 
Fathom  could  make  use  of  his  knife  and  fork, 
he  was  summoned  to  tiic  door,  where  he 
found  the  chevalier  in  great  agitation,  his 
eyes  sparkling  like  coals  of  fire. 

Our  hero  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  this 
apparition,  who,  having  aeked  pardon  for  the 
freedom  he  had  used,  observed,  that,  under- 
standing the  count  was  a  foreigner,  he  could 
not  dispense  with  appealing  to  him  concern- 
ing an  outrage  he  had  suffered  from  the 
keeper,  who,  without  any  regard  to  his  rank 
or  misfortunes,  had  been  base  enough  to 
refuse  him  credit  for  a  few  necessaries,  until 
he  could  have  a  remittance  from  his  steward 
in  France ;  he  therefore  conjured  Count 
Fathom,  as  a  stranger  and  nobleman,  like 
himself,  to  be  the  messenger  of  defiance, 
which  he  resolved  to  send  to  that  brutal 
gaoler,  that  for  the  future  he  might  learn  to 
make  proper  distinctions  in  the  exercise  of 
his  function. 

Fathom,  who  had  no  inclination  to  offend 
this  choleric  Frenchman,  assured  him,  that 
he  might  depend  upon  his  friendship  ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  prevailed  upon  him  to 
accept  of  a  small  supply  ;  in  consequence  of 
which  he  procured  a  pound  of  sausages,  and 
•oined  the  rest  of  the  company  without  delay, 
making  a  very  suitable  addition  to  such  an 
assemblage  of  rarities.  Though  his  age  did 
not  exceed  thirty  years,  his  beard,  which  was 
of  a  brindled  hue,  flowed  down,  like  Aaron's, 
to  his  middle  ;  upon  his  legs  he  wore  red 
etockings  rolled  up  over  the  joint  of  the  knee; 
his  breeches  were  of  blue  drab,  with  vellum 
Oulton-holes,  and  garters  of  gold  kce  ;  his 
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waistcoat  cf  scarlet ;  his  coat  of  ru^ty  black 
cloth  ;  his  hair,  twisted  into  a  ramilie,  hung 
down  to  his  rump,  of  the  colour  of  jet ;  and 
his  hat  was  adorned  with  a  white  feather. 

This  original  had  formed  many  ingenious 
schemes  to  increase  the  glory  and  grandeur 
of  France,  but  was  discouraged  by  Cardinal 
Fleury,  who,  in  all  appearance  jealous  of  his 
great  talents,  not  only  rejected  his  projects, 
but  even  sent  liini  to  prison,  on  pretence  of 
being  offended  at  his  impertinence.  Per- 
ceiving that,  like  the  prophet,  he  had  no 
honour  in  his  own  country,  he  no  sooner 
obtained  his  release,  than  lie  retired  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  prompted  by  his  philan- 
thropy to  propose  an  expedient  to  our  minis- 
try, which  would  have  saved  a  vast  effusion 
of  blood  and  treasure  :  this  was  an  agreement 
between  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  the  late 
emperor,  to  decide  their  pretensions  by  a 
single  combat;  in  which  case  he  offered  him- 
self as  the  Bavarian  champion  ;  but  in  this 
endeavour  he  also  proved  unsuccessful.  Then 
turning  his  attention  to  the  delights  of  poetry, 
he  became  so  enamoured  of  the  muse,  that 
he  neglected  every  other  consideration  ;  ana 
she,  as  usual,  gradually  conducted  him  to 
the  author's  never-failing  goal,  a  place  of 
rest  appointed  for  all  those  sinners  whom  the 
profane  love  of  poesy  hath  led  astray. 


CHAPTER   XLI. 

One  quarrel  is  compromised,  ami  another 
decided,  by  unusual  arms. 

Among  other  topics  of  conversation  that 
were  discussed  at  this  genial  meeting,  Sit 
Mungo's  scheme  was  brought  upon  the  carp(!t 
by  his  majesty,  who  was  graciously  pleased 
to  ask  how  his  subscription  filled.  To  this 
interrogation  the  knight  answered,  that  he 
met  with  great  opposition,  from  a  spirit  of 
levity  and  self-conceit  wiiich  seemed  to  pre- 
vail in  this  generation  ;  but  tliat  no'  difficulties 
should  discourage  him  from  persevering  in 
his  duty;  and  he  trusted  in  God,  that,  in  a 
very  little  time,  he  should  be  able  to  confute 
and  overthrow  the  false  philosophy  of  the 
moderns,  and  to  restore  the  writings  of  Moses 
to  that  pre-eminence  and  veneration  which 
is  due  to  an  inspired  author.  lie  spoke  of 
the  immortal  Newton  with  infinite  contempt, 
and  undertook  to  extract  from  the  Pentateucli 
a  system  of  chronology,  which  would  ascer- 
tain the  progress  of  time  since  the  fourth  day 
of  the  creation  to  the  present  hour,  with  such 
exactness  that  not  one  vibration  of  a  pendu- 
lum should  be  lost !  nay,  he  affirmed  that  the 
perfection  of  all  arts  and  sciences  might  bo 
attained  by  studying  these  sacred  memoirs  ; 
and  that  he  himself  did  not  despair  of  learn- 
ing  from  them  the  art  of  transmuting  baser 
metals  into  gold. 

The  chevalier,  though  h.  did  not  pretend 
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to  contradict  those  assertions,  was  too  much 
attached  to  his  own  religion  to  acquiesce  in 
the  knight's  project  of  converting  tlie  Jews 
and  the  Gentiles  to  the  protestant  heresy, 
which,  he  said,  God  Almighty  would  never 
suffer  to  triumph  over  the  interests  of  his 
own  holy  catholic  church.  This  objection 
produced  abundance  of  altercation  between 
two  very  unequal  disputants  ;  and  the  French- 
man, finding  himself  puzzled  by  the  learning 
of  his  antagonist,  had  recourse  to  the  argu- 
vientujn  ad  hominein,  by  laying  his  hand 
upon  his  sword,  and  declaring  that  he  was 
ready  to  lose  the  last  drop  of  his  blood  in 
opposition  to  such  a  damnable  scheme. 

Sir  Mungo,  though  in  all  appearance  re- 
duced to  the  last  stage  of  animal  existence, 
no  sooner  heard  this  epithet  applied  to  his 
plan,  than  his  eyes  gleamed  like  lightning; 
he  sprung  from  "his  seat  with  the  agility  of  a 
grashopper,  and,  darting  himself  out  at  the 
door,  like  an  arrow  from  a  bow,  re-appeared 
in  a  moment  with  a  long  rusty  weapon,  which 
might  have  been  shown  among  a  collection 
of  rarities  as  the  sword  of  Guy  Earl  of  War- 
wick. This  implement  he  brandished  over 
the  chevalier's  head  with  the  dexterity  of  an 
old  prize-fighter,  exclaiming,  in  tlie  "French 
language, — "  Thou  art  a  profane  wretch 
marked  out  for  the  vengeance  of  Heaven, 
v.'hose  unworthy  minister  I  am  ;  and  here 
tliou  shalt  fall  by  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and 
of  Gideon," 

The  chevalier,  unterrifiod  by  this  dreadful 
salutation,  desired  he  would  accompany  him 
to  a  more  convenient  place  ;  and  the  world 
might  have  been  doprived  of  one  or  both 
these  knights-errant,  had  not  General  Ma- 
cleaver,  at  the  desire  of  his  majesty,  inter- 
posed, and  found  means  to  bring  matters  to 
an  accommodation. 

In  the  afternoon  the  society  was  visited  by 
the  major's  cousin  and  her  daughters,  who 
no  sooner  a.ppeared  tiian  they  were  recog- 
nised by  our  adventurer ;  and  his  acquaint- 
ance with  them  renewed  in  such  a  manner 
as  alarmed  the  delicacy  of  Captain  Minikin, 
who  in  the  evening  repaired  to  the  count's 
apartment,  and,  with  a  very  formal  physiog- 
nomy, accosted  him  in  these  words — "  Sir, 
I  beg  pardon  for  this  intrusion  ;  but  I  come 
to  consult  you  about  an  affair  in  which  my 
honour  is  concerned  ;  and  a  soldier  without 
honour,  you  know,  is  no  better  than  a  body 
without  a  soul.  I  have  always  admired  that 
speech  of  Hotspur  in  the  first  part  of  Henry 
the  Fourth: — 

*  Uy  Heaven,  rnetliinks  it  were  an  easy  leap 
To  pluck  bright  Honour  from  the   pale  fac'd 

moon. 
Or  ilive  into  the  bottom  of  the  deep, 
Where  falliom-line  could  nevertoucli  tlie  grotind, 
And  pluck  up  drowned  Honour  by  the  locks' — 

"  There  is  a  boldness  and  ease  in  the  ex- 
pression, and  the  images  ?  re  very  picturesque. 


But,  without  any  further  preamble,  pray,  Sir 
give  me  leave  to  ask  how  long  you  have  been 
acquainted  with  tliose  ladies  who  drank  tea 
with  us  this  afternoon  ]  You'll  forgive  the 
question.  Sir,  when  I  tell  you  that  Major 
Macleaver  introduced  ^Irs  Minikin  to  then; 
as  two  ladies  of  character,  and,  I  don't  know 
how,  Sir,  I  have  a  sort  of  'presentiment  that 
my  Vvife  has  been  imposed  upon.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  mistaken,  and  God  grant  I  may:  but 
there  was  a  je  ne  scat  quoy  in  their  beha- 
viour to-day,  which  begins  to  alarm  my  sus- 
picion. Sir,  I  have  nothing  but  my  reputa- 
tion to  depend  upon  ;  and  I  hope  you  will 
excuse  me,  when  I  earnestly  bog  to  know 
what  rank  they  maintain  in  life." 

Fathom,  without  minding  the  consequence 
told  him,  with  a  simper,  that  he  knew  them 
to  be  very  good-natured  ladies,  who  devoted 
themselves  to  the  happiness  of  mankind. 
This  explanation  had  no  sooner  escaped  from 
his  lips,  than  the  captain's  face  began  to  glow 
with  indignation,  his  eyes  seemed  bursting 
from  their  spheres,  he  swelled  to  twice  his 
natural  dimensions,  and,  raising  himself  on 
his  tiptoes,  pronounced,  in  a  strain  that  emu- 
lated thunder, — "  Blood  !  Sir,  you  seem  to 
make  very  light  of  the  matter ;  but  it  is  no 
joke  to  me,  I'll  assure  you  ;  and  Macleaver 
shall  see  that  I  am  not  to  be  affronted  with 
impunity.  Sir,  I  shall  take  it  as  a  singular 
favour  if  you  will  be  the  bearer  of  a  billet  tc 
him,  which  I  shall  write  in  three  words  :  nay, 
Sir,  you  must  give  me  leave  to  insist  upon  it, 
as  you  are  the  only  gentleman  of  our  mess 
whom  I  can  entrust  with  an  affair  of  thia 
nature." 

Fathom,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  dis- 
obliging such  a  punctilious  warrior,  after 
having  in  vain  attempted  to  dissuade  him 
from  his  purpose,  undertook  to  carry  the 
challenge,  which  was  immediately  penned 
in  these  words — 

"  Sir, — You  have  violated  my  honour,  in 
imposing  upon  Mrs  Minikin  your  pretended 
cousins  as  ladies  of  virtue  and  reputation  ;  I 
therefore  demand  such  satisfaction  as  a  sol- 
dier ought  to  receive,  and  expect  you  will 
adjust  with  my  friend  Count  Fathom  the 
terms  unon  which  you  shall  he  met  by  the 
much  injured  "  Goliah  Minikin." 

This  morceau  being  sealed  and  directed, 
was  forthwith  carried  by  our  adventurer  to 
the  lodgings  of  the  major,  who  had  by  this 
time  retired  to  rest,  but  hearing  the  count's 
voice,  he  got  up  and  opened  the  door  inciierpo, 
to  the  astonishment  of  Ferdinand,  wlio  had 
never  before  seen  such  an  Herculean  figure. 
He  made  an  apology  for  receiving  the  count 
in  his  birth-day  suit,  to  which  he  said  ho  was 
reduced  by  the  heat  of  his  constitution,  though 
he  might  have  assigned  a  more  adequate 
cause,  by  owning  that  his  shirt  was  in  the 
hands  of  his  washer-woman  ;  then  shrouding 
himself  in  a  blanket,  desired  to  know  what 
had  procured  him  the  honour  of  such  an  ex. 
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Iraordinary  visit.  He  read  the  letter  with 
•rreat  composure,  like  a  man  accustomed  to 
such  intercourse  ;  then  addressing  himself  to 
tJie  bearer, — "  I  will  be  alter  diverting  the 
gentleman,"  said  he,  "in  any  manner  he 
Bhall  think  proper  ;  but,  by  J — s,  this  is  no 
place  for  such  amusements  ;  because,  as  you 
well  know,  my  dear  count,  if  both  should  be 
killed  by  the  chance  of  war,  neithei  of  us 
vill  be  able  to  escape  ;  and  after  t!ie  breath 
is  out  of  his  body,  he  will  make  but  a  sorry 
excuse  to  his  family  and  friends.  But  that 
is  no  concern  of  mine,  and  therefore  I  am 
ready  to  please  him  in  his  own  way." 

Fathom  approved  of  his  remarks,  which 
he  reinforced  with  sundry  considerations  to 
the  same  purpose,  and  begged  tlie  assistance 
of  the  major's  advice,  in  finding  some  expe- 
dient to  terminate  the  affair  without  blood- 
shed, that  no  troublesome  consequences 
might  ensue  either  to  him  or  to  his  antago- 
nist, who,  in  spite  of  this  overstraining  for- 
mality, seemed  to  be  a  person  of  worth  and 
good  nature.  "  With  all  my  heart,"  said 
the  generous  Hibernian,  "  I  have  a  great 
regard  for  the  little  man,  and  my  own  cha- 
racter is  not  to  seek  at  this  time  of  day.  I 
have  served  a  long  apprenticeship  to  fighting, 
as  this  same  carcass  can  testify  ;  and  if  he 
compels  me  to  run  him  through  the  body,  by 
my  shoul  I  shall  do  it  in  a  friendly  manner." 

So  saying,  he  threw  aside  the  blanket,  and 
displayed  scars  and  scams  innumerable  upon 
his  body,  which  appeared  like  an  old  patched 
leathern  doublet.  "  I  remember,"  proceeded 
this  champion,  "  when  I  was  a  slave  at  Al- 
fifiers,  Murphy  Macmorris  and  I  happened  to 
have  some  difference  in  the  bagnio ;  upon 
which  he  bade  me  turn  out.  'Arrarh,  for  what !' 
caid  I,  'here  are  no  weapons  that  a  gentleman 
can  use,  and  you  would  not  be  such  a  negro 
r.s  to  bo.K  like  an  English  carman.'  After  he 
Iiad  puzzled  himself  for  some  time,  he  pro- 
rosed  that  we  should  retire  into  a  corner, 
and  funk  one  another  with  brimstone,  till  one 
of  us  should  give  out.  Accordingly  we 
crammed  half  a  dozen  of  tobacco  pipes  with 
sulphur,  and,  setting  foot  to  foot,  began  to 
smoke,  and  kept  a  con.stant  fire,  until  Mac- 
iBorris  dropped  down  ;  then  I  threw  away 
my  pipe,  and  taking  poor  Murphy  in  my 
arms, — 'What,  are  you  deadl'  said  I,  'if 
you  are  dead,  speak.'  'No,  by  J — s  !'  cried 
he,  '  I  an't  dead,  but  I'm  speechless.'  So 
he  owned  I  had  obtained  the  victory,  and  we 
were  as  good  friends  as  ever.  Now,  if  Mr 
Minikin  thinks  proper  to  put  the  affair  upon 
the  same  issue,  I  will  smoke  a  pipe  of  hrim- 
elone  with  him  to-morrow  morning,  and  if  I 
cry  out  first,  I  will  be  after  asking  pardon  for 
this  supposed  affront." 

Fathom  could  not  help  laughing  at  the 
proposal,  to  which,  however,  he  objected,  on 
account  of  Minikin's  delicate  constitution, 
which  might  suffer  nore  detriment  from 
breathing  in  an  atmosphere  of  sulphur  than 
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from  the  discharge  of  a  pistol,  or  the  tlirust 
of  a  small  sword.  He  therefore  suggested 
another  expedient  in  lieu  of  tlie  sulphur, 
namely,  the  gum  called  assafcelida,  whicli, 
thougli  abundantly  nau.seous,  could  have  no 
effect  upon  the  infirm  texture  of  the  lieuteni- 
ant's  lungs.  This  liint  being  relished  by 
the  major;  our  adventurer  returned  to  his 
principal,  and  having  repeated  the  other's 
arguments  against  the  use  of  mortal  instru- 
ments, described  the  succedancum  which  he 
had  concerted  with  Macleaver.  The  captain 
at  first  believed  the  scheme  was  calculated 
for  subjecting  him  to  tlie  ridicule  of  his  fel 
low-prisoners,  and  began  to  storm  with  great 
violence  ;  but,  by  the  assurances  and  address 
of  Fathom,  he  was  at  length  reconciled  to  the 
plan,  and  j)reparations  were  made  on  each 
side  for  this  duel,  which  was  actually  smoked 
next  day,  about  noon,  in  a  small  closet,  de- 
tached from  the  challenger's  apartment,  and 
within  hearing  of  his  majesty  and  all  his 
court,  assembled  as  witnesses  and  umpires 
of  the  contest. 

The  combatants,  being  locked  up  together, 
began  to  ply  their  engines  with  great  fury, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  Captain  Minikin 
perceived  he  had  a  manifest  advantage  over 
ills  antagonist ;  for  his  organ?  weni  familiar- 
ized to  the  effluvia  of  this  drug,  which  he 
had  frequently  used  in  the  course  of  an  hypo- 
chondriac disorder  ;  whereas  Macleaver,  who 
was  a  stranger  to  all  sorts  of  medicine,  by 
his  wry  faces  and  attempts  to  puke,  expressed 
the  utmost  abhorrence  of  the  smell  that  in- 
vaded his  nostrils.  Nevertheless,  resolved 
to  hold  out  to  the  last  extremity,  he  con- 
tinued in  action  until  the  closet  was  filled 
with  such  an  intolerable  vapour  as  discom- 
posed the  whole  economy  of  his  entrails,  and 
compelled  him  to  disgorge  his  breakfast  in 
the  face  of  his  opponent,  whose  nerves  were 
so  disconcerted  by  this  disagreeable  and  un- 
foreseen discharge,  that  he  fell  back  into  his 
chair  in  a  swoon,  and  the  major  bellowed 
aloud  for  assistance.  The  door  being  opened, 
he  ran  directly  to  the  window,  to  inhale  the 
fresh  air,  while  the  captain,  recovering  from 
his  fit,  complained  of  Macleaver's  unfair  pro- 
ceeding, and  demanded  justice  of  the  arbitra- 
tors,  who  decided  in  his  favour;  and  the 
major  being  prevailed  upon  to  ask  pardon  for 
having  introduced  Mrs  Minikin  to  women  of 
rotten  reputation,  the  parties  were  reconciled 
to  each  other,  and  peace  and  concord  re- 
established in  the  mess. 

Fathom  acquired  universal  applause  for 
his  discreet  and  humane  conduct  upon  this 
occasion  ;  and  that  same  afternoon  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  lady  in  whose  cause 
he  had  exerted  himself  He  was  presented 
to  her  as  the  husband's  particular  friend,  and 
when  she  understood  how  much  she  wa-s 
indebted  to  his  care  and  concern  for  the  cap- 
tain's  safety,  she  treated  him  with  uncommon 
marks  of  distinction  ;   and  he   found  her  s 
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genteel  well-bred  woman,  not  without  a  good 
share  of  personal  charms,  and  a  well  culti- 
vated understanding. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 

An  unexpected  rencounter,  and- a  happy 
revolution  in  the  affairs  of  our  adven- 
turer. 

As  slie  did  not  lodge  within  the  precincts  of 
this  garrison,  she  was  one  day,  after  tea, 
conducted  to  the  gate  by  the  captain  and  tlie 
count,  and  just  as  they  approaclied  the  turn- 
key's lodge,  our  hero's  eyes  were  struck  with 
the  apparition  of  his  old  companion  Renaldo, 
son  of  his  benefactor  and  patron  the  Count 
de  Melvil.  What  were  the  emotions  of  his 
6oul,  when  he  saw  that  young  gentleman 
enter  the  prison,  and  advance  towards  him, 
atler  having  spoken  to  the  gaoler  !  He  never 
doubted  that,  being  informed  of  his  confine- 
ment, he  was  come  to  upbraid  him  with  his 
villainy  and  ingratitude,  and  he  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  recollect  himself  from  that  ter- 
ror and  guilty  confusion  which  his  appearance 
liad  inspired ;  when  the  stranger,  lifting  up 
his  eyes,  started  back  with  signs  of  extreme 
amazement,  and.  after  a  considerable  pause, 
exclaimed, — "  Heaven  and  earth  !  Sure  my 
eyes  do  not  deceive  me  !  is  not  your  name 
Fathom]  It  is,  it  must  be  my  old  friend  and 
companion,  the  loss  of  whom  I  have  so  long 
regretted  !"  With  these  words  he  ran  to- 
wards our  adventurer,  and,  while  he  clasped 
him  in  his  arms,  with  all  the  eagerness  of 
affection,  protested  that  this  was  one  of  the 
happiest  days  he  had  ever  seen. 

Ferdinand,  who,  from  this  salutation,  con- 
cluded himself  still  in  possession  of  Renaldo's 
good  opinion,  was  not  deficient  in  expressions 
of  tenderness  and  joy  :  he  returned  his  eui- 
braces  with  equal  ardour,  the  tears  trickled 
down  his  cheeks,  and  that  perturbation,  which 
proceeded  from  conscious  perfidy  and  fear, 
was  mistaken  by  the  unsuspecting  Hungarian 
for  the  sheer  effects  of  love,  gratitude,  and 
surprise.  These  first  transports  having  sub- 
sided, tliey  adjourned  to  the  lodgings  of 
Fathom,  wiio  soon  recollected  his  spirits  and 
invention  so  well  as  to  amuse  the  other  with 
a  feigned  tale  of  his  having  been  taken  by 
the  French,  sent  prisoner  into  Champaigne, 
from  wlience  lie  had  written  many  letters  to 
Count  Melvil  and  his  son,  of  wiiom  he  could 
hear  no  tidings  ;  of  his  having  contracted  an 
intimacy  witli  a  young  nobleman  of  France, 
who  died  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  after  hav- 
ing, in  token  of  his  friendship,  bequeathed  to 
liim  a  considerable  legacy  ;  by  this  he  had 
been  enabled  to  visit  the  land  of  liis  fore- 
fathers in  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
which  ho  had  supported  with  some  figure, 
iintil  he  was  betrayed  into  a  misfortune  that 
exhausted  his   fluids,  and   drove  him  to  the 


spot  where  he  was  now  found :  and  he  so- 
lemnly declared,  that,  far  from  forgetting  the 
obligation  he  owed  to  Count  Melvil,  or  re- 
nouncing the  friendship  of  Renaldo,  he  had 
actually  resolved  to  set  out  for  Germany  on 
his  return  to  the  house  of  his  patron,  in  tlie 
beginning  of  tlie  week  posterior  to  that  in 
which  he  had  been  arrested. 

Young  Melvil,  whose  own  heart  had  never 
known  the  instigations  of  fraud,  implicitly 
believed  tlie  story  and  protestations  of  Fa- 
thom ;  and  though  lie  would  not  justify  that 
part  of  his  conduct  by  which  the  term  of  his 
good  fortune  was  abridged,  he  could  not  help 
excusing  an  indiscretion  into  which  he  had 
been  hurried  by  the  precipitancy  of  youth, 
and  the  allurements  of  an  artful  woman  :  nay, 
with  the  utmost  warmth  of  friendship,  ho 
undertook  to  wait  upon  Trapwell,  and  endea- 
vour to  soften  him  into  some  reasonable  terms 
of  composition. 

Fathom  seemed  to  be  quite  overwhelmed 
with  a  deep  sense  of  all  tliis  goodness,  and 
affected  the  most  eager  impatience  to  know 
the  particulars  of  Renaldo's  fate  since  their 
unhappy  separation,  more  especially  his 
errand  to  this  uncomfortable  place,  which 
he  should  henceforth  revere  as  the  providen- 
tial scene  of  their  re-union  :  nor  did  he  for- 
get to  inquire,  in  the  most  affectionate  ana 
dutiful  manner,  about  the  situation  of  Lis 
noble  parents  and  amiable  sister. 

At  mention  of  these  names,  RenaloOj 
fetching  a  deep  sigh, — "  Alas  !  my  friend," 
said  he,  "  the  count  is  no  more  ;  and,  what 
aggravates  my  affliction  for  the  loss  of  such 
a  father,  it  was  my  misfortune  to  be  under 
his  displeasure  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Had 
I  been  present  on  that  melancholy  occasion, 
Ko  well  I  knew  his  generosity  and  paternal 
tenderness,  that,  sure  I  am,  he  would  in  his 
last  moments  have  forgiven  an  only  son, 
whose  life  had  been  a  continual  effort  to  ren- 
der himself  worthy  of  such  a  parent,  and 
whose  crime  was  no  other  than  an  honoura- 
ble passion  for  the  most  meritorious  of  her 
sex.  But  I  was  removed  at  a  fatal  distance 
from  him,  and  doubtless  my  conduct  must 
have  been  invidiously  rhisrepresented.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  my  mother  has  again  given 
her  hand  in  wedlock  to  Count  Trebasi ;  by 
whom  I  have  the  mortification  to  be  informed 
that  I  am  totally  excluded  from  my  father's 
succession  ;  and  I  learn  from  other  quarters, 
that  my  sister  is  barbarously  treated  by  this 
inhuman  father-in-law.  Grant,  Heaven,  1 
may  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  expostulat- 
ing with  the  tyrant  upon  that  subject." 

So  saying,  his  cheeks  glowed,  and  his  eye« 
lightened  with  resentment.  Then  he  thua 
proceeded : — 

"  My  coming  hither  to-day  was  with  a  view 
to  visit  a  poor  female  relation,  from  whom  1 
yesterday  received  a  letter,  describing  her 
most  deplorable  situation,  and  soliciting  mv 
assistance :  but  the  turnkey  affirms,  that  therw 
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.«  110  such  person  in  the  jail ;  and  I  was  on 
niy  way  to  consult  the  keeper,  wlien  I  was 
tgrcoubly  surprised  with  the  sight  of  my  dear 
Fathiini." 

Our  adventurer  iiaving  wiped  from  his  eyes 
the  tears  wiiich  were  produced  by  tlic  news 
of  his  wortliy  imtron's  death,  desired  to  know 
tlie  name  of  that  aillicted  prisoner,  in  whose 
belialf  ho  interested  himself  so  much  ;  and 
ilenaldo  produced  the  letter,  subscribed, 
"  Your  untbrtunate  cousin,  Helen  Mclvil." 
This  pretended  relation,  after  having  explain- 
ed tlie  degree  of  consanguinity  which  she  and 
the  count  stood  in  to  each  otiier,  and  occa- 
eionally  mentioned  some  anecdotes  of  the 
family  in  Scotland,  gave  him  to  understand, 
that  she  had  niarried  a  merchant  of  London, 
who,  by  repeated  losses  in  trade,  had  beer 
reduced  to  indigence,  and  afterwards  confined 
in  prison,  where  he  then  lay  a  breathless 
corse,  having  left  her  in  the  utmost  ex- 
tremity of  wretchedness  and  want,  with  two 
young  children  in  the  small-pox,  and  an  in- 
curable cancer  in  one  of  her  own  breasts. 
Indeed  the  picture  she  drew  was  so  moving, 
and  her  expressions  so  sensibly  pathetic,  that 
no  person  whose  heart  was  not  altogether 
callous,  could  peruse  it  without  emotion. 
Renaldo  had  sent  two  guineas  by  the  mes- 
senger whom  she  had  represented  as  a  trusty 
servant,  whose  fidelity  had  been  proof  against 
all  the  distress  of  her  mistress  ;  and  he  was 
now  arrived,  in  order  to  reinforce  his  bounty. 

Fathom,  in  the  consciousness  of  his  own 
practices,  immediately  comprehended  the 
scheme  of  this  letter,  and  confidently  as- 
sured him,  that  no  such  person  resided  in  the 
prison,  or  in  any  other  place :  and  when  his 
friend  applied  for  information  to  the  keeper, 
these  assurances  were  confirmed  ;  and  that 
stern  janitor  told  him  he  had  been  imposed 
upon  by  a  stale  trick,  which  was  often  prac- 
tised upon  strangers  by  a  set  of  sharpers,  who 
make  it  their  business  to  pick  up  hints  of  in- 
telligence relating  to  private  families,  upon 
which  they  build  such  superstructures  of 
fraud  and  imposition. 

However  piqued  the  young  Hungarian 
might  be  to  find  himself  duped  in  this  man- 
ner, he  rejoiced  at  the  occasion  which  liad 
thrown  Fathom  in  his  way;  and,  after  having 
made  him  a  tender  of  his  purse,  took  his 
leave,  on  purpose  to  wait  upon  Trapwell, 
who  was  not  quite  so  untractable  as  an  en- 
raged cuckold  commonly  is  ;  for  by  this  time 
lie  had  accomplished  the  best  part  of  his  aim, 
which  was  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife,  and 
was  fully  convinced  that  the  defendant  was 
no  more  than  a  needy  adventurer,  who,  in  all 
prooability,  would  be  released  by  an  act  of 
Durliamcnt  for  the  benefit  of  insolvent  debt, 
ots  ;  in  which  case  he  (the  plaintiff)  would 
reap  no  solid  advantage  from  his  imprison- 
nent. 

He  therefce  listened  to  the  remonstrances 
"sf  the  mediator,  and,  after  much  canvassing, 


agreed  to  discharge  the  defendant,  m  con- 
sideration of  two  hundred  j)ounds,  which 
were  immediately  ])aid  by  Count  Melvil,  who 
by  this  deduction  was  reduced  to  somewhat 
less  than  thirty. 

Nevertheless,  he  cheerfully  beggared  him- 
self in  behalf  of  his  friend,  for  ■»■  hose  release 
he  forthwith  obtained  an  order;  and  next  day 
our  adventurer,  having  bid  a  fcTuial  adieu  to 
his  fellows  in  distress,  and  in  particular  to 
his  majesty,  for  whose  restoration  his  prayers 
were  preferred,  he  quitted  the  jail,  and  ac- 
companied his  deliverer,  with  all  the  outward 
marks  of  unutterable  gratitude  and  esteem. 

Surely,  if  liis  heart  had  been  made  of 
penetra/)le  stuff,  it  would  have  been  touched 
by  the  circumstances  of  this  redemption  : 
but  had  not  his  soul  been  invincible  to  all 
such  attacks,  these  memoirs  would  possibly 
never  have  seen  the  light. 

When  they  arrived  at  Renaldo's  lodgings, 
that  young  gentleman  honoured  him  with 
other  proots  of  confidence  and  friendshij),  by 
giving  him  a  circumstantial  detail  of  all  the 
adventures  in  which  he  had  been  engaged 
after  Fathom's  desertion  from  the  imjjerial 
camp.  He  told  him,  that  immediately  after 
the  war  was  finished,  his  father  had  pressed 
him  to  a  very  advantageous  match,  with 
which  he  would  have  complied,  though  his 
heart  was  not  at  all  concerned,  had  not  he 
been  inflamed  with  the  desire  of  seeing  the 
world  before  he  could  take  any  step  towards 
a  settlement  for  life  ;  that  he  had  signified  his 
intentions  on  this  head  to  the  count,  who 
opposed  them  with  unusual  obstinacy,  as 
productive  of  a  delay  which  might  be  fatal  to 
his  proposal  ;  for  which  reason  he  had  retired 
incognito  from  his  family,  and  travelled 
through  sundry  states  and  countries,  in  a 
disguise  by  which  he  eluded  the  inquiries  of 
his  parents. 

That  in  the  course  of  these  peregrinations 
he  was  captivated  by  the  irresistible  charms 
of  a  young  lady,  on  whose  heart  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  make  a  tender  impression: 
that  their  mutual  love  had  subjected  both  to 
many  dangers  and  difficulties,  during  which 
they  suffered  a  cruel  separation  ;  after  the 
torments  of  which,  he  had  happily  found  her 
in  England,  where  she  now  lived  entirely  cut 
off"  from  her  native  country  and  connexions, 
and  destitute  of  every  other  resource  but  his 
honour,  love,  and  protection ;  and,  finally, 
that  he  was  determined  to  combat  his  own 
desires,  how  violent  soever  ihey  might  be, 
until  he  should  have  made  some  suitable  pro- 
vision fir  the  consequences  of  a  stricter 
union  with  the  mistress  of  his  soul,  that  he 
might  not,  by  a  precipitate  marriage,  ruin 
the  p(!rson  whom  he  adored. 

This  end  he  jiroposed  to  attain  by  an  ap- 
plication to  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  he 
did  not  doubt  would  have  some  regard  to  his 
own  service  and  tliat  of  his  father :  and 
thither  he   resolved  to  repair  with  the   first 
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opportunity,  now  that  he  had  found  a  friend 
with  whom  ho  could  entrust  the  inestimable 
iewel  of  his  heart. 

He  liiiewise  gave  our  hero  to  understand, 
.nat  he  had  been  eight  months  in  England, 
during  which  he  had  lived  in  a  frugal  manner, 
that  he  might  not  unnecessarily  exhaust  the 
money  he  had  been  able  to  raise  upon  his 
own  credit;  that  hitherto  he  had  been  obliged 
to  defer  his  departure  for  Germany,  on  ac- 
count of  his  attendance  upon  the  mother  of 
his  mistress,  who  was  lately  dead  of  sorrow 
and  chagrin  ;  and  that  since  he  resided  in 
London,  he  had  often  heard  of  the  celebrated 
Count  Fathom,  thougli  he  never  imagined 
that  his  friend  Ferdinand  could  be  distin- 
guished by  that  appellation. 


CHAPTER  XLin. 

Fathom  justifies  the  proverb,  "  What^s  bred 
in  the  bone  will  never  come  out  of  the 
flesh." 

Some  circumstances  of  this  conversation 
made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
our  adventurer,  who  nevertheless  concealed 
his  emotions  from  the  knowledge  of  his 
friend,  and  was  next  day  introduced  to  that 
hidden  treasure  of  which  Renaldo  had  spoken 
with  such  rapture  and  adoration.  It  was  not 
without  reason  he  had  expatiated  upon  the 
personal  attractions  of  this  young  lady,  whom 
for  the  present  we  shall  call  Monimia,  a  name 
that  implies  her  orphan  situation.  When 
she  entered  the  room,  even  Fathom,  whose 
eyes  had  been  sated  with  beauty,  was  struck 
dumb  with  admiration,  and  could  scarce  re- 
collect himself  so  far  as  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony of  his  introduction. 

She  seemed  to  be  about  the  age  of  eighteen. 
Her  stature  was  tall ;  her  motion  graceful ; 
a  knot  of  artificial  flowers  restrained  tlie 
luxuriancy  of  her  fine  black  hair,  that  flowed 
in  shining  ringlets  down  her  snowy  neck. 
The  contour  of  her  face  was  oval ;  her  fore- 
head remarkably  high  ;  her  complexion  clean 
and  delicate,  though  not  florid  ;  and  her  eyes 
were  so  piercing  as  to  strike  the  soul  of  every 
beholder :  yet  upon  this  occasion,  one  half 
of  their  vivacity  was  eclipsed  by  a  languish- 
ing air  of  melancholy  concern  ;  which,  while 
it  in  a  manner  sheathed  the  edge  of  her 
beauty,  added  a  most  engaging  sweetness  to 
her  looks.  In  short,  every  feature  was  de- 
fiantly perfect ;  and  the  harmony  of  the 
whole  ravishing  and  delightful. 

It  was  easy  to  perceive  the  mutual  senti- 
ments of  the  two  lovers  at  meeting,  by  the 
pleasure  that  sensibly  diffused  itself  in  the 
.•ountenances  of  both.  Fathom  was  received 
by  her  as  the  intimate  friend  of  her  admirer, 
whom  she  had  often  heard  of  in  terms  of  the 
most  sincere  affection  ;  and  the  conversation 
vas  carried  on  in  the  Ita'ian  language,  be- 


cause she  was  a  foreigner,  who  had  not  as 
yet  made  great  proficiency  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  English  tongue.  Hor  understanding 
was  such,  as,  instead  of  diminishing,  rein- 
forced the  prepossession  which  was  inspired 
by  her  appearance  ;  and  if  the  sum  total  of 
her  charms  could  not  melt  the  heart,  it  ut 
least  excited  the  appetite  of  Fathom  to  such 
a  degree,  that  he  gazed  upon  her  with  such 
violence  of  desire,  as  had  never  transported 
him  before ;  and  instantly  began  to  harbour 
thoughts  not  only  destructive  to  the  peace  of 
his  generous  patron,  but  also  to  the  pru- 
dential maxims  he  had  adopted  on  his  first 
entrance  into  life. 

We  have  already  recorded  divers  instances 
of  his  conduct,  to  prove  that  there  was  an 
intemperance  in  his  blood,  which  often  inter- 
fered with  his  caution  ;  and  although  he  had 
found  means  to  render  this  heat  sometimes 
subservient  to  liis  interest,  yet,  in  all  proba- 
bility. Heaven  mingled  the  ingredient  in  his 
constitution,  on  purpose  to  counteract  his 
consummate  craft,  defeat  the  villainy  of  his 
intention,  and  at  last  expose  him  to  the  justice 
of  the  law,  and  the  contempt  of  his  fellow 
creatures. 

Stimulated  as  he  was  by  the  beauty  of  the 
incomparable  Monimia,  he  foresaw  that  the 
conquest  of  her  heart  would  cost  him  a 
thousand  times  more  labour  and  address  than 
all  the  victories  he  had  ever  achieved;  for, 
besides  her  superior  understanding,  her  senti- 
ments of  honour,  virtue,  gratitude,  religion, 
and  pride  of  birth,  her  heart  was  already  en- 
gaged, by  the  tenderest  ties  of  love  and  ob- 
ligation, to  a  man  whose  person  and  acquired 
accomplishments  at  least  equalled  his  own  ; 
and  whose  connexion  with  him  was  of  such 
a  nature,  as  raised  an  almost  insurmountable 
bar  to  his  design  :  because,  with  what  face 
could  he  commence  rival  to  the  person  whose 
family  had  raised  him  from  want  and  ser- 
vility, and  whose  own  generosity  had  rescued 
him  from  the  miseries  of  a  dreary  jail  1 

Notwithstandingthesc  reflections,  he  would 
not  lay  aside  an  idea  which  so  agreeably  flat- 
tered his  imagination.  He,  like  every  other 
projector  in  the  same  circumstances,  was  sc 
partial  to  his  own  qualifications,  as  to  think 
the  lady  would  soon  perceive  a  difference 
between  him  and  Renaldo  that  could  not  fai. 
to  turn  to  his  advantage  in  her  opinion.  He 
depended  a  jrood  deal  on  the  levity  and  in- 
constancy of  the  sex  ;  and  did  not  doubt, 
that,  in  the  course  of  their  acquaintance,  he 
should  profit  by  that  languor  which  often 
creeps  upon  and  flattens  the  intercourse  of 
lovers  cloyed  with  tiie  sight  and  conversation 
of  each  other. 

This  way  of  arguing  was  very  natural  to 
a  man  who  had  never  known  other  motivca 
than  those  of  sensuality  and  convenience ; 
and  perhaps,  upon  these  maxims,  ho  might 
have  succeeded  with  nine-tenths  of  the  fair 
sex  :  but,  for  once,  he  erred  in  his  calculi* 
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-^1  ;  Mcniinia's  soul  was  ])crfect,  her  virtue 
iiDpregiiable.  His  fir^t  approaches  were,  as 
asual,  performed  by  the  method  of  insinua- 
tion, which  succeeded  so  well,  tiiat,  in  a  few 
days,  ho  actually  acquired  a  very  distin<^uish- 
od  share  of  licr  favour  and  esteem.  To  this 
he  nad  been  recommended  in  the  warmest 
Btrain  of  exaggerating  friendship  by  her  dear 
Renaldo:  so  that,  placing  the  most  unre- 
served confidence  in  his  honour  and  integrity, 
•ind  being  almost  quite  destitute  of  acquaint- 
ance, she  made  no  scruple  of  owning  herself 
pleased  with  his  company  and  conversation  ; 
and  therefore  he  was  never  abridged  in  point 
of  opportunity.  She  had  too  much  discern- 
ment to  overlook  his  uncommon  talents  and 
agreeable  address,  and  too  much  suscepti- 
oility  to  observe  them  with  mdifference.  She 
not  only  regarded  him  as  the  confident  of 
her  lover,  but  admired  him  as  a  person  whose 
attachment  did  honour  to  Count  Melvil's 
choice  :  she  found  his  discourse  remarkably 
entertaining,  his  politeness  dignified  with  an 
air  of  uncommon  sincerity,  and  she  was 
ravished  with  his  skill  in  music,  an  art  of 
which  she  was  deeply  enamoured. 

While  ho  thus  ingratiated  himself  with  the 
fair  Monimia,  Renaldo  rejoiced  at  their  in- 
timacy, being  extremely  happy  in  the  thought 
of  having  found  a  friend  who  could  amuse 
And  protect  the  dear  creature  in  his  absence. 
That  she  might  be  the  better  prepared  for 
the  temporary  separation  which  he  medi- 
tated, he  began  to  be  less  frequent  in  his 
visits,  or  rather  to  interrupt,  by  gradual  in- 
termissions, the  constant  attendance  he  had 
bestowed  upon  her  since  her  mother's  death. 
This  alteration  she  was  enabled  to  bear  by 
the  assiduities  of  Fathom,  when  she  under- 
stood that  her  lover  was  indispensably  em- 
ployed in  negotiating  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purposes  of  his  intended  voyage.  This 
was  really  the  case  :  for,  as  the  reader  hath 
been  already  informed,  the  provision  he  had 
made  for  that  emergency  was  expended  in 
behalf  of  our  adventurer;  and  the  persons  of 
whom  he  had  borrowed  it,  far  from  approving 
of  the  use  to  which  it  was  put,  and  accom- 
modating him  with  a  fresh  supply,  reproached 
iiim  with  his  benevolence  as  an  act  of  dis- 
honesty to  them  ;  and,  instead  of  favouring 
this  second  application,  threatened  to  distress 
him  for  what  he  had  already  received.  While 
he  endeavoured  to  surmount  these  difficulties, 
his  small  reversion  was  quite  exhausted,  and 
he  saw  himself  on  the  brink  of  wanting  the 
common  necessaries  of  life. 

There  was  no  difficulty  which  he  could  not 
have  encountered  with  fortitude,  had  he  alone 
been  concerned  :  but  his  affection  and  regard 
for  Monimia  were  of  such  a  delicate  nature, 
fhat,  far  from  being  able  to  bear  the  prospect 
of  her  wanting  the  least  convenience,  he 
could  not  endure  that  she  should  suspect  her 
§ituation  cost  him  a  moment's  perplexity  ; 
oecause  he  foresaw  it  woidd  wring  her  gentle 
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heart  with  unsjjeakable  anguish  and  vexation. 
This,  therefore,  he  endeavoured  to  anticipate, 
by  expressions  of  confidence  m  tlie  emperor's 
equity,  and  frequent  declarations  touching 
the  goodness  and  security  of  that  credit  from 
which  he  derived  his  present  subsistence 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 

Anecdotes  of  poverty,  and  experiments  for 
the  benefit  of  those  whom  it  may  concern. 

His  affairs  being  thus  circumstanced,  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  he  passed  his  time  in 
tranquillity.  Every  day  ushered  in  new  de- 
mands and  fresh  anxiety :  4br  though  his 
economy  was  frugal,  it  could  not  be  supported 
without  money ;  and  now  not  only  his  funds 
were  drained,  but  also  !iis  private  friends 
tired  of  relieving  his  domestic  necessities  ; 
nay,  they  began  to  relinquish  his  company, 
which  formerly  they  had  coveted,  and  those 
who  still  favoured  him  with  their  company, 
embittered  that  favour  with  disagreeable  ad- 
vice, mingled  with  impertinent  reproof.  They 
loudly  exclaimed  against  the  last  instance 
of  his  friendship  for  Fathom,  as  a  piece  of 
wrong-headed  extravagance,  which  neither 
his  fortune  could  afford,  nor  his  conscience 
ex'cuse  :  and  alleged,  that  such  specimens  of 
generosity  are  vicious  in  any  man,  let  nis 
finances  be  never  so  opulent,  if  ho  has  any 
relations  of  his  own  who  need  his  assistance  ; 
but  altogether  scandalous,  not  to  say  unjust, 
in  a  person  who  depends  for  his  own  support 
on  the  favour  of  his  friends. 

These  expostulations  did  not  even  respect 
the  beauteous,  the  accomplished,  the  gentle- 
hearted,  the  orphan  Monimia.  Although  they 
owned  her  perfections,  and  did  not  deny  that 
it  would  be  highly  meritorious  in  any  man 
of  fortune  to  make  her  happy,  they  disap- 
proved of  Renaldo's  attachment  to  the  fair 
beggar,  made  light  of  that  intimate  union  of 
hearts  which  subsisted  between  the  two  lovers, 
and  which  no  human  consideration  could  dis- 
solve  ;  and  some  among  them,  in  the  con- 
sununation  of  their  prudence,  ventured  to 
hint  a  proposal  of  providing  for  her  in  the 
service  of  some  lady  of  fashion. 

Any  reader  of  sensibility  will  easily  con- 
ceive how  these  admonitions  were  relished 
by  a  young  gentleman  whose  pride  was  in- 
domitable, whose  notions  of  honour  were 
scrupulously  rigid  and  romantic,  whose  tem- 
per was  warm,  and  whose  love  was  intense. 
Every  such  suggestion  was  as  a  dagger  to  his 
soul ;  and  what  rendered  the  torture  more 
exquisite,  he  lay  under  obligations  to  those, 
very  persons  whose  selfish  and  sordid  senti- 
ments he  disdained  ;  so  that  he  was  restricted 
by  gratitude  from  giving  vent  to  his  indi{:na. 
tion,  and  his  forlorn  circumstances  would  not 
permit  him  to  renounce  their  acquaintance. 
While  he  struggled  with  these  mortifications 
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lis  wants  grew  more  and  more  importunate, 
Mid  his  creditors  became  clamorous. 

Fathom,  to  whom  all  his  grievances  were 
disclosed,  lamented  his  hard  hap  with  all  the 
demonstrations  of  sympathy  which  he  could 
expect  to  find  in  such  a  zealous  adherent !  he 
upbraided  himself  incessantly  as  the  cause  of 
his  patron's  distress  ;  took  God  to  witness, 
that  he  would  rather  have  perished  in  jail, 
than  have  enjoyed  his  liberty,  had  he  known 
it  would  have  cost  his  dearest  friend  and 
benefactor  one  tenth  part  of  the  anguish  he 
now  saw  him  suffer ;  and,  in  conclusion,  the 
fervency  of  his  affection  glowed  to  such  a 
degree,  that  he  offered  to  beg,  steal,  or  plun- 
der on  the  highway,  for  Renaldo's  assistance. 

Certain  it  i^,  he  might  iiave  recollected  a 
less  disagreeable  expedient  than  any  of  these, 
to  alleviate  the  pangs  of  this  unhappy  lover; 
for,  at  that  very  period,  he  was  possessed  of 
money  and  movables  to  the  amount  of  a  much 
greater  sum  than  that  which  was  necessary 
10  remove  the  severest  pangs  of  the  count's 
misfortune.  But  whether  he  did  not  reflect 
upon  this  resource,  or  was  willing  to  let 
Melvil  be  better  acquainted  with  adversity, 
which  is  the  great  school  of  life,  I  shall  leave 
the  reader  to  determine  ;  yet  so  far  was  he 
from  supplying  the  wants  of  the  young  Hun- 
garian, that  he  did  not  scruple  to  receive  a 
share  of  the  miserable  pittance  which  that 
gentleman  made  shift  to  extort  from  the  com- 
plaisance of  a  few  companions,  whose  coun- 
tenance he  still  enjoyed. 

Renaldo's  life  was  now  become  a  sacrifice 
to  the  most  poignant  distress.  Almost  his 
whole  time  was  engrossed  by  a  double  scheme, 
comprehending  his  efforts  to  render  his  de- 
parture practicable,  and  his  expedients  for 
raising  the  means  of  daily  bread.  With 
regard  to  the  first,  he  exerted  himself  among 
a  set  of  merchants,  some  of  whom  knew  his 
family  and  expectations  ;  and  for  the  last,  he 
was  fain  to  depend  upon  the  assistance  of  a 
few  intimates,  who  were  not  in  a  condition 
to  furnish  him  with  sums  of  consequence. 
These,  however,  gradually  dropped  off,  on 
pretence  of  friendly  resentment  for  his  indis- 
creet conduct ;  so  that  he  found  himself 
naked,  and  deserted  by  all  his  former  com- 
panions except  one  gentleman,  with  whom 
ne  had  lived  in  the  most  unreserved  corres- 
pondence, as  with  a  person  of  the  warmest 
friendship,  and  the  most  unbounded  benevo- 
li.-nce  ;  nay,  he  had  actually  experienced  re- 
peated proofs  of  his  gonerositv  ;  and  such 
were  the  count's  sentiments  of  the  gratitude, 
love,  and  esteem,  which  were  due  to  the 
author  of  these  obligations,  that  he  would 
have  wi'/iingly  laid  down  his  own  life  for  his 
interest  or  advantage.  He  had  already  been 
at  different  times  accommodated  by  this  bene- 
factor with  occasional  supplies,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  about  forty  or  fifty  pounds  ; 
and  so  fearful  was  he  of  taking  any  step  by 
<vhich  he  might  forfeit  the  good  will  /  f  this 


gentleman,  that  he  struggled  with  unparalleled 
ditiiculty  and  vexation,  before  he  could  pre- 
vail upon  himself  to  put  his  liberality  to  an- 
other proof. 

What  maxims  of  delicacy  will  not  the  diro 
calls  of  necessity  infringe  !  Reduced  to  the 
alternative  of  applying  once  more  to  that 
beneficence  which  had  never  failed  him,  or 
of  seeing  Monimia  starve,  he  chose  the  first, 
as  of  two  evils  the  least,  and  entrusted  Fathom 
with  a  letter  explaining  the  bitterness  of  his 
case.  It  was  not  without  trepidation  that 
he  received  in  the  evening  from  his  messen- 
ger an  answer  to  this  billet :  but  what  were 
his  pangs  when  he  learned  the  contents ! 
The  gentleman,  after  having  professed  him- 
self Melvil's  sincere  wellwisher,  gave  him  to 
understand,  that  he  was  resolved  for  the  fu- 
ture to  detach  himself  from  every  correspon- 
dence which  would  be  inconvenient  for  him 
to  maintain  ;  that  he  considered  his  intimacy 
with  the  count  in  that  light ;  yet,  nevertheless, 
if  his  distress  was  really  as  great  as  he  had 
described  it,  he  would  still  contribute  some- 
thing towards  his  relief;  and  accordingly  had 
sent  by  the  bearer  five  guineas  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but  desired  him  to  take  notice,  that,  in 
so  doing,  he  laid  himself  under  some  diffi- 
culty. 

Renaldo's  grief  and  mortification  at  thia 
disappointment  were  unspeakable  :  he  now 
saw  demolished  the  last  screen  betwixt  liim 
and  the  extremity  of  indigence  and  woe  :  he 
beheld  the  mistress  of  his  soul  abandoned  to 
the  bleakest  scenes  of  poverty  and  want ; 
and  he  deeply  resented  the  lofty  strain  of 
the  letter,  by  which  he  conceived  himself 
treated  as  a  worthless  spendthrift  and  im- 
portunate beggar.  Though  his  purse  was 
exhausted  to  the  last  shilling,  though  he  was 
surrounded  with  necessities  and  demands, 
and  knew  not  how  to  provide  another  meal 
for  his  fair  dependent,  he,  in  opposition  to  all 
the  suggestions  and  eloquence  of  Fathom, 
dispatched  him  with  the  money  and  another 
billet,  intimating,  in  the  most  respectful  terms, 
that  he  approved  of  his  friend's  new  adopted 
maxim,  which  for  the  future  he  should  always 
take  care  to  remember ;  and  that  he  had  sent 
back  the  last  instance  of  his  bounty,  as  a 
proof  how  little  he  was  disposed  to  incom 
mode  his  benefactor. 

This  letter,  though  sincerely  meant,  ana 
written  in  a  very  serious  mood,  the  gentle- 
man considered  as  an  ungrateful  piece  of 
irony,  and  in  that  opinion  complained  to 
several  persons  of  the  count's  acquaintance, 
who  unanimously  exclaimed  against  him  as 
a  sordid,  unthankful,  and  profligate  knave, 
that  abused  and  reviled  those  very  people 
who  had  generously  befriended  him,  when- 
ever they  found  it  inconvenient  to  nourish 
his  extravagance  with  further  supplies. 

Notwithstanding  these  accumulated  op- 
pressions, he  still  persevered  with  fortitude 
in  his  endeavours  to  disentanjrle  himself  fro 
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ihis  maze  of  misery.  To  these  lie  was  en- 
couraged by  a  letter  which  about  this  time 
he  received  from  hi>;  sister,  iinportinfr,  that 
ehe  had  good  reason  to  believe  tiie  real  will 
of  her  father  had  been  suppressed  tor  certain 
sinister  views  ;  and  desiring  him  to  hasten 
his  departure  for  Hungary,  where  he  would 
etill  find  some  friends  who  were  both  able 
tnd  willing  to  support  his  cause.  He  had 
Eomc  trinkets  lefl ;  the  pawnbroker's  shop 
was  still  open  ;  and  hitherto  he  made  shift  to 
conceal  from  Monimia  the  e.\tcnt  of  his  afflic- 
tion. 

The  money  broker  whom  lie  employed, 
after  having  amused  him  with  a  variety  of 
schemes,  which  served  no  other  purpose  than 
that  of  protracting  his  own  job,  at  length 
imdertook  to  make  him  acquainted  with  a  set 
of  moneyed  men  who  had  been  very  adven- 
turous in  lending  sums  upon  personal  secu- 
rity ;  he  was  therefore  introduced  to  their 
club  in  the  most  favourable  manner,  after 
the  broker  had  endeavoured  to  prepossess 
them  separately  with  magnificent  ideas  of 
his  family  and  fortune.  By  means  of  this 
anticipation  he  was  received  with  a  manifest 
relaxation  of  that  severity  which  people  of 
this  class  mingle  in  their  aspects  to  the  world 
m  general ;  and  they  even  vied  with  eacli 
other  in  their  demonstrations  of  hospitality 
imd  respect ;  for  every  one  in  particular 
looked  upon  him  as  a  young  heir,  who  would 
bleed  freely,  and  mortgage  at  cent  per  cent. 

Renaldo,  buoyed  up  witli  these  exterior 
civilities,  began  to  flatter  himself  with  hopes 
of  success,  which,  however,  were  soon  checked 
by  the  nature  of  the  conversation  ;  during 
which  the  chairman  upbraided  one  of  the 
members  in  the  open  club  for  having  once 
lent  forty  pounds  upon  slight  security.  The 
person  accused  alleged  in  his  own  defence, 
that  the  borrower  was  his  own  kinsman, 
whose  funds  he  knew  to  be  sufficient ;  that 
he  had  granted  his  bond,  and  been  at  the 
expense  of  insuring  his  life  for  the  money  ; 
and,  in  conclusion,  had  discharged  it  to  the 
day  with  great  punctuality.  These  allega- 
tions were  not  deemed  exculpatory  by  the 
rest  of  the  assembly,  who  with  one  voice 
pronounced  him  guilty  of  unwarrantable  rash- 
ness and  indiscretion,  which  in  time  coming 
must  undoubtedly  operate  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  character  and  credit. 

This  was  a  bitter  declaration  to  the  young 
count,  who  nevertheless  endeavoured  to  im- 
prove the  footing  he  had  gained  among  them, 
by  courting  their  company,  conforming  to 
their  manners,  and  attentively  listening  to 
their  discourse.  When  he  had  cultivated 
them  with  great  assiduity  for  the  space  of 
Eome  weeks,  dined  at  their  houses  upon 
pressing  invitations,  and  received  repeated 
offers  of  service  and  friendship,  bclievhig  that 
things  were  now  ripe  for  the  purpose,  he  one 
day,  at  a  tavern  to  which  he  had  invited  him 
o  dinner,  ventured  to  disclose  his  situation 
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to  him  whose  countenance  was  tlie  least 
uiiproinis  iig  ;  and,  as  he  introduced  the  busi- 
ness  with  a  proposal  of  borrowing  money,  ha 
perceived  his  eyes  sparkle  with  a  visible 
alacrity,  from  which  he  drew  a  happy  presage. 
But,  alas  !  this  was  no  more  than  a  transient 
gleam  of  sunshine,  which  was  suddenly 
obunibratcd  by  the  sequel  of  his  explanation, 
insomuch  that,  when  the  merchant  understood 
the  nature  of  the  security,  his  visage  was  in- 
volved in  a  most  disagreeable  gloom,  and 
his  eyes  distorted  into  a  most  hideous  obli- 
quity of  vision  :  indeed  he  squinted  so  horri- 
bly, that  Renaldo  was  amazed  and  almost 
aflVighted  at  his  looks,  until  he  ])crceived 
that  his  distortion  proceeded  from  concern 
for  a  silver  tobacco  box  which  he  had  laid 
down  by  him  on  the  table,  after  having  filled 
his  pipe.  As  the  youth  proceeded  to  unfold 
his  necessities,  the  other  became  gradually 
alarmed  for  this  utensil,  to  which  he  darted 
his  eyes  askance  in  this  preternatural  direc- 
tion, until  he  had  slily  secured  it  in  his  pocket. 

Having  made  this  successful  conveyance, 
he  shifted  his  eyes  alternately  from  the  young 
gentleman  to  the  broker  for  a  considerable 
pause,  during  which  he  in  silence  reproached 
the  last  for  introducing  such  a  beggarly  varkt 
to  his  acquaintance ;  then  taking  the  pipe 
from  his  mouth, — "  Sir,"  said  he,  addressing 
himself  to  the  count,  "if  I  had  all  the  inclina- 
tion in  the  world  to  comply  with  your  pro- 
posal,  it  is  really  not  in  my  power :  my 
correspondents  abroad  have  remitted  such  a 
number  of  bad  bills  of  late,  that  all  my  run- 
ning cash  has  been  exhausted  in  supporting 
their  credit.  Mr  Ferret,  sure  I  am  you  were 
not  ignorant  of  my  situation  ;  and  I'm  not  a 
little  surprised  that  you  should  bring  the 
gentleman  to  me  on  business  of  this  kind  : 
but,  as  the  wise  man  observes.  Bray  a  fool 
in  a  mortar,  and  he'll  never  be  wine."  So 
saying,  with  a  most  emphatic  glance  directed 
to  the  broker,  he  rung  the  bell,  and  called 
for  the  reckoning  ;  when,  finding  that  he  was 
to  be  the  guest  of  Renaldo,  he  thanked  him 
dryly  fjr  his  good  cheer,  and  in  an  abrupt 
manner  took  himself  away. 

Though  bafHed  in  this  quarter,  the  young 
gentleman  would  not  despair,  but  forthwith 
employed  Mr  Ferret  in  an  application  to 
another  of  the  society,  who,  afler  having 
heard  the  terms  of  his  commission,  desired 
him  to  tell  his  principal  that  he  could  do 
nothing  without  the  concurrence  of  his  part- 
ner, who  happened  to  be  at  that  time  in  one 
of  our  American  plantations:  a  third  being 
solicited,  excused  himself  on  account  of  an 
oath  which  he  had  lately  taken  on  the  back 
of  a  considerable  loss :  a  fourth  being  tried, 
made  answer  that  it  was  not  in  his  way  :  and 
a  fifth  candidly  owned,  that  he  never  lent 
money  without  proper  security. 

Thus  the  forlorn  Renaldo  tried  every  ex- 
periment without  success,  and  now- saw  the 
last  ray  of  hope  ex*ingui.shed.     Well  nigli 
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destitute  of  present  tjiipjjort,  and  encompassed 
witli  unrelenting  duns,  lie  was  obliged  to  keep 
within  doors,  and  seek  some  cointbrt  in  tlie 
conversation  of  his  charming  mistress  and 
his  faithful  friend  ;  yet  even  there  he  expe- 
rienced the  cxtremest  rigour  of  adverse  fate. 
Every  rap  at  the  door  alarmed  him  with  the 
expectation  of  some  noisy  tradesman  demand- 
ing payment.  When  lie  endeavoured  to 
anuisc  himself  with  drawing,  some  unlucky 
feature  of  the  occasional  portrait  recalled  the 
image  of  an  obdurate  creditor,  and  made  him 
tremble  at  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  When 
lie  fled  for  shelter  to  the  flattering  creation 
of  fancy,  some  abhorred  idea  always  started 
up  amidst  the  gay  vision,  and  dissolved  the 
pleasing  enchantment.  Even  the  seraphic 
voice  of  Monimia  had  no  longer  power  to 
compose  the  an.vious  tumults  of  his  mind  : 
oveiy  song  she  warbled,  every  tune  she 
played,  recalled  to  his  remembrance  some 
scene  of  love  and  happiness  elapsed,  and 
overwhelmed  his  soul  with  the  woful  com- 
parison of  past  and  present  fate.  He  saw  all 
that  was  amiable  and  perfect  in  woman,  all 
that  he  held  most  dear  and  sacred  upon 
earth,  tottering  on  the  brink  of  misery,  with- 
out knowing  the  danger  of  her  situation,  and 
found  himself  unable  to  prevent  her  fall,  or 
even  to  forewarn  Jier  of  the  peril ;  for,  as  we 
have  already  observed,  his  soul  could  not 
brook  the  thought  of  communicating  the 
tidings  of  distress  to  the  tender-hearted 
Monimia. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 

Renaldo's  distress  deepens,  and  Fathom's 
plot  thickens. 

Such  aggravated  misfortune  could  not  fail  to 
atfect  his  temper  and  deportment :  the  con- 
tinual efforts  ho  made  to  conceal  his  vexation 
produced  a  manifest  distraction  in  his  be- 
iiaviour  and  discourse.  lie  began  to  be  seized 
with  horror  at  the  sight  of  poor  Monimia, 
whom  he  therefore  shunned  as  much  as  the 
circumstances  of  their  correspondence  would 
allow ;  and  every  evening  he  went  forth  alone 
to  some  solitary  jilace,  where  he  could,  un- 
perceived,  give  a  loose  to  the  transports  of 
his  sorrow,  and  in  silence  meditate  some 
means  to  lighten  the  burden  of  his  woe.  His 
heart  was  sometimes  so  savaged  witii  despair, 
which  represented  mankind  as  his  inveterate 
enemie.s,  that  he  entertained  thoughts  of  de- 
nouncing war  against  the  whole  community, 
iind  supplying  his  own  wants  v/ith  the  spoils 
lie  should  Wic. ;  at  other  times  he  was  tempted 
with  the  desire  of  putting  an  end  to  his 
miseries  and  '.re  together:  yet  these  were 
but  the  transitory  suggestions  of  temporary 
madness,  that  soon  yielded  to  the  dictates  of 
reason.  From  the  execution  of  the  first  he 
wna  restrained  by  his  own  notions  of  honour 


and  morality  ;  and,  from  using  the  other  ejc 
pedient,  he  was  deterred  by  liis  love  fo? 
Monimia,  together  with  the  motives  of  philo- 
sophy  and  religion. 

While  in  this  manner  he  secretly  nursed 
the  worm  of  grief  that  preyed  upon  his  vitals, 
the  alteration  in  his  countenance  and  conduct 
did  not  escape  the  eyes  of  that  discerning 
young  lady.  She  was  alarmed  at  the  change, 
yet  afraid  to  inquire  into  the  source  of  it; 
fur,  being  ignorant  of  his  distress,  she  could 
impute  it  to  no  cause  in  which  her  happiness 
was  not  deeply  interested.  She  had  observed 
his  strained  complaisance  and  extraordinary 
emotion  ;  she  had  detected  hiin  in  repeated 
attempts  to  avoid  her  company,  and  taken 
notice  of  his  regular  excursions  in  the  dark. 
These  were  alarming  symptoms  to  a  lover  of 
her  delicacy  and  pride  :  she  strove  in  vain  to 
put  the  most  favourable  construction  on  v/hat 
she  saw ;  and,  finally,  imputed  the  effects  of 
his  despondence  to  the  alienation  of  his 
heart.  Made  miserable  beyond  expression 
by  these  suspicions,  she  imparted  them  to 
J\athom,  who,  by  this  time,  was  in  full  pos- 
session  of  lier  confidence  and  esteem,  and 
implored  his  advice  touching  her  conduct  in 
such  a  nice  conjuncture. 

This  artful  politician,  who  rejoiced  at  the 
effect  of  her  penetration,  no  sooner  heard 
himself  questioned  on  the  subject,  than  be 
gave  tokens  of  surprise  and  confusion,  signi- 
fying his  concern  to  find  she  had  discovered 
what  (for  the  honour  of  nis  friend)  he  wished 
had  never  come  to  light.  His  behaviour  on 
this  occasion  confirmed  her  fatal  conjecture  ; 
and  she  conjured  him,  in  the  most  pathetic 
manner,  to  tell  her  if  he  thought  Renaldo's 
heart  had  contracted  any  new  engagement. 
At  this  question  he  started,  with  signs  of  ex- 
treme agitation,  and,  stifling  an  artificial 
sigh, — "  Sure,  madam,"  said  he,  "you  can- 
not doubt  the  count's  constancy — I  am  confi- 
dent— he  is  certainly — I  protest,  madam,  J 
am  so  shocked" — 

Here  he  made  a  full  pause,  as  if  the  con- 
flict between  his  integrity  and  his  friendship 
would  not  allow  him  to  proceed,  and  sum- 
moned the  moisture  into  either  eye.  "  Then 
are  my  doubts  removed,"  cried  the  afflicted 
Monimia  :  "  I  see  your  candour  in  the  midst 
of  your  attachment  to  Renaldo  ;  and  will  no 
longer  torment  you  with  impertinent  interro- 
gations and  vain  complaints."  With  these 
words,  a  flood  of  tears  gushed  from  her  en- 
chanting eyes,  and,  she  instantly  withdrew 
into  her  own  apartment,  where  she  indulged 
her  sorrow  to  excess.  Nor  was  her  grief 
unanimated  with  resentment.  SIio  was  by 
birth,  nature,  and  education,  inspired  with 
that  dignity  of  pride  which  ennobles  the  hu- 
man heart ;  and  this,  by  the  circumstance  o^ 
Iier  present  dependence,  was  rendered  ex- 
trcmely  jealous  and  susceptible  ;  insomuch 
that  slie  could  not  brook  tlie  least  sliadow  of 
mdifforencc,  much  less  an  injury  of  such  n 
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lature,  from  tl:c  man  uliom  slielmd  honoured 
jvith  her  affections,  and  fur  whom  slio  had  dis- 
oblif^ed  and  deserted  lier  family  and  friends. 

Though  her  love  was  so  unalterably  fi.xcd 
on  this  unhappy  youth,  that,  without  the  con- 
tinuation of  reciprocal  regard,  her  life  would 
have  become  an  unsupi)orlable  burden,  even 
amidst  all  tne  sjjlendour  of  alHuence  and 
pomp  ;  and  although  she  foresaw  that,  when 
his  protection  should  cease,  she  must  be  letl 
a  wretched  orphan  in  a  foreign  land,  exposed 
to  all  the  miseries  of  want ;  yet  such  was  the 
loftiness  of  herdispleasure,that  she  disdained 
to  complain,  or  even  demand  an  explanation 
from  the  supposed  author  of  her  wrongs. 

While  she  continued  undetermined  in  her 
purpose,  and  fluctuating  on  this  sea  of  tor- 
ture. Fathom,  believing  that  now  vv'as  the 
season  for  working  upon  her  passions,  wliile 
they  were  all  in  commotion,  became,  if  possi- 
ble, more  assiduous  than  ever  about  the  fair 
mourner,  modelled  his  features  into  a  melan- 
choly cast,  pretended  to  share  her  distress 
with  the  most  emphatic  sympathy,  and  en- 
deavoured to  keep  her  resentment  glowing 
Dy  cunning  insinuations,  which,  though  ap- 
parently designed  to  apologise  for  his  friend, 
served  only  to  aggravate  the  guilt  of  his  per- 
fidy and  dishonour.  This  pretext  of  friendly 
concern  is  the  most  effectual  veiiicle  for  the 
conveyance  of  malice  and  slander;  and  a 
man's  reputation  is  never  so  mortally  stabbed, 
as  when  the  assassin  begins  with  the  pream- 
ble of, — "  For  my  own  part,  I  can  safely  say, 
that  no  man  upon  earth  has  a  greater  regard 
for  him  than  1  have  ;  and  it  is  with  the  ut- 
most anguish  and  concern  that  I  see  him 
misbehave  in  such  a  manner."  Then  he 
proceeds  to  mangle  his  character;  and  the 
good-natured  hearers,  concluding  he  is  even 
blacker  than  he  is  represented,  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  most  atrocious  circum- 
stances are  softened  or  suppressed  by  the 
tenderness  or  friendship  of  the  accuser,  ex- 
claim,— "  Good  lack  !  what  a  wretch  he  must 
be,  when  his  best  friends  will  no  longer  at- 
tempt to  defend  him  !"  Nay, sometimes  these 
well-wishers  undertake  his  defence,  and  trea- 
cherously betray  the  cause  they  have  es- 
poused, by  omitting  the  reasons  that  maybe 
urged  in  his  vindication. 

Both  these  methods  were  practised  by  the 
wily  Ferdinand,  according  to  the  predominant 
passion  of  iMonimia.  When  her  indignation 
prevailed,  he  expatiated  upon  his  love  and 
Binccre  regard  for  Renaldo,  which,  he  said, 
had  grown  up  from  the  cradle  to  such  a  de- 
gree of  fervour,  that  he  would  willingly  part 
with  life  for  his  advantage.  He  shed  tears 
tot  his  apostacy;  but  every  drop  made  an 
indelible  stain  upon  his  character ;  and  in 
the  bitterness  of  his  grief,  swore,  notwith- 
standing his  fondness  for  Renaldo,  which  had 
become  a  part  of  his  constitution,  that  the 
young  Hungarian  deserved  the  most  infamous 
destiny  for  having  injured  such   perfection. 


At  other  times,  when  he  found  her  melted 
into  silent  sorrow,  he  affected  to  excuse  the 
conduct  of  his  friend.  He  informed  her,  that 
the  young  gentleman's  temper  had  been  un- 
even from  his  infancy  ;  that  frailty  was  natural 
to  man  ;  that  he  might  in  time  be  reclaimed 
by  self-conviction  ;  he  even  hinted,  that  she 
might  have  probably  ascribed  to  inconstancy, 
what  was  really  the  effect  of  some  chagrin 
which  he  industriously  concealed  from  hiH 
participation  ;  but,  when  he  found  her  dis- 
posed to  listen  to  this  last  suggestion,  hi! 
destroyed  the  force  of  it,  by  recollecting 
the  circumstances  of  his  nocturnal  rambles, 
which,  he  owned,  would  admit  of  no  favour- 
able construction. 

By  these  means  he  blew  the  coals  of  her 
jealousy,  and  enhanced  the  value  of  his  own 
character  at  the  same  time  ;  for  she  looked 
upon  him  as  a  mirror  of  faith  and  integrity  ; 
and  the  mind  being  overcharged  with  woe, 
naturally  seeks  some  confidant,  upon  whose 
sympathy  it  can  repose  itself:  indeed  his 
great  aim  was  to  make  himself  necessary  to 
her  affliction,  and  settle  a  gossipping  corres- 
pondence, in  the  familiarity  of  which  he 
hoped  his  purpose  would  certainly  be  an- 
swered. 

Yet  the  exertion  of  these  talents  was  not 
limited  to  her  alone.  While  he  laid  these 
trains  for  the  hapless  young  lady,  he  waa 
preparing  snares  of  another  kind  for  her  un- 
suspecting  lover,  who  (for  the  completion  of 
his  misery)  about  this  time  began  to  perceive 
marks  of  disquiet  and  dis])leasure  in  the 
countenance  and  deportment  of  his  adored 
Monimia  ;  for  that  young  lady,  in  the  midst 
of  her  grief,  remembered  her  origin,  and  ovei 
her  vexation  affected  to  throw  a  veil  of  tran- 
quillity,  which  served  only  to  give  an  air  of 
disgust  to  her  internal  disturbance. 

Renaldo,  whose  patience  and  philosophy 
were  barely  sufficient  to  bear  the  load  of  his 
other  evils,  would  have  been  quite  over- 
whelmed  with  the  additional  burden  of  Mo- 
nimia's  woe,  if  it  had  not  assumed  this  ap- 
pearance of  discstcem,  which,  as  he  knew 
lie  had  not  deserved  it,  brought  his  resent- 
ment to  his  assistance  :  yet  this  was  but  a 
wretched  cordial  to  support  him  against  the 
baleful  reflections  that  assaulted  him  from 
every  quarter ;  it  operated  like  those  des- 
perate remedies,  which,  while  they  stimulate 
exhausted  nature,  help  to  destroy  the  very 
fundamentals  of  the  constitution.  He  re- 
viewed his  own  conduct  with  the  utmost 
severity,  and  could  not  recollect  one  circum 
stance  which  could  justly  offend  the  idol  of 
his  soul.  The  more  blameless  he  appeared 
to  himself  in  this  examination,  the  less  ex- 
cusable did  her  behaviour  appear  :  he  tasked 
his  penetration  to  discover  the  cause  of  this 
alteration ;  he  burned  with  impatience  to 
know  it :  his  discernment  failed  him,  and  he- 
was  afraid  (though  he  knew  not  why)  to  de- 
mand an  explanation.     His  thoughts  were  soi 
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circumstanced,  that  ho  durst  not  even  un- 
bosom himself  to  Fathom,  thoujrh  his  own 
virtue  and  friendship  resisted  those  senti- 
ments that  began  to  intrude  upon  his  mind, 
with  sug-gestions  to  the  prejudice  of  our  ad- 
venturer s  fidelity. 

Nevertheless,  unable  to  endure  the  tor- 
ments  of  such  interestinor  suspense,  he  at 
lengtii  made  an  effort  to  expostulate  with  the 
fair  orphan;  and  in  an  abrupt  address,  the 
effect  of  his  fear  and  confusion,  begged  to 
know  if  he  had  inadvertently  done  any  thing 
to  incur  her  displeasure.  Monimia  hearing 
herself  bluntly  accosted  in  this  unusual  strain, 
after  repeated  instances  of  his  reserve  and 
Bupposed  inconstancy,  considering  the  ques- 
tion as  a  fresh  insult,  and,  summoning  her 
whole  pride  to  her  assistance,  replied,  with 
affected  tranquillity,  or  rather  with  an  air  of 
scorn,  that  she  had  no  title  to  judge,  neither 
did  she  pretend  to  condemn  his  conduct.  This 
answer,  so  wide  of  that  tenderness  and  con- 
cern which  had  hitherto  manifested  itself  in 
the  disposition  of  his  amiable  mistress,  de- 
prived him  of  all  power  to  carry  on  the  con- 
versation, and  he  retired  with  a  low  bow, 
fully  convinced  of  his  having  irretrievably  lost 
the  place  he  had  possessed  in  her  affection  ; 
for,  to  his  imagination,  warped  and  blinded 
by  his  misfortunes,  her  demeanour  seemed 
fraught,  not  with  a  transient  gleam  of  anger, 
which  a  respectful  lover  would  soon  have 
appeased,  but  with  that  conteiript  and  in- 
difference which  denote  a  total  absence  of 
affection  and  esteem.  She,  on  the  other 
hand,  misconstrued  his  sudden  retreat ;  and 
now  they  beheld  the  actions  of  each  other 
through  the  false  medium  of  prejudice  and 
resentment.  To  such  fital  misunderstand- 
mgs  the  peace  and  happiness  of  whole 
families  often  fall  a  sacrifice. 


CHAPTER  XLVr. 

Oiir  adventurer  becomes  absolute  in  his 
pojcer  over  the  passions  of  his  friend, 
and  effects  one  half  of  his  aim. 

Influenced  by  this  dire  mistake,  the  breasts 
of  those  unhappy  lovers  began  to  be  invaded 
with  the  horrors  of  jealousy;  the  tender- 
hearted Monimia  endeavoured  to  devour  her 
1,'riefs  in  silence  ;  she  in  secret  bemoaned  her 
forlorn  fate  without  ceasing ;  her  tears  flowed 
without  mtermission  from  night  to  morn,  and 
from  morn  to  night ;  she  sought  not  to  know 
the  object  for  which  she  was  forsaken  ;  she 
meant  not  to  upbraid  the  undoer  ;  her  aim 
was  to  find  a  sequestered  corner,  in  which 
she  could  indulge  her  sorrow;  where  she 
could  brood  over  the  melancholy  remem- 
nrance  of  her  former  felicity ;  where  she 
nould  recollect  those  happy  scenes  she  had 
unjoyed  under  the  wings  of  her  indulgent 
parents,  when  her  whole  life  was  a  revolu- 


tion of  pleasures,  and  she  was  surrounded 

with  afiluence,  pomp,  and  admiration  ;  where 
she  could,  unmolested,  dwell  upon  the  wretch- 
ed comparison  between  her  pnst  and  present 
condition,  and  paint  every  circumstance  of 
her  misery  in  the  most  aggravating  colours, 
that  they  might  make  the  deeper  impression 
upon  her  mind,  and  the  more  speedily  con- 
tribute to  that  dissolution  for  which  siis 
ardently  wished,  as  a  total  release  from  woe. 

Amidst  these  pinings,  she  began  to  loatht 
all  sustenance ;  her  cheeks  grew  wan,  her 
bright  eyes  lost  their  splendour,  the  roses 
vanished  from  her  lips,  and  her  delicate  limbs 
could  hardly  support  their  burden  ;  in  a  word, 
her  sole  consolation  was  i.mited  to  the  pros- 
pect of  depositing  her  sorrows  in  the  grave  , 
and  her  only  wish  was  to  procure  a  retreat 
in  which  she  might  wait  with  resignation  foi 
that  happy  period.  Yet  this  melancholy 
comfort  she  could  not  obtain  without  the 
advice  and  mediation  of  Fathom,  whom  she 
therefore  still  continued  to  see  and  consult. 
While  these  consultations  were  held,  Re- 
naldo's  bosom  was  ravaged  with  tempests  of 
rage  and  distraction.  He  believed  himself 
superseded  in  the  affection  of  his  mistress  by 
some  favoured  rival,  whose  success  rankled 
at  his  soul ;  and  though  he  scarce  durst  com- 
municate the  suspicion  to  his  own  heart,  his 
observation  continually  v/hispercd  to  him 
that  he  was  supplanted  by  his  friend  Fathom  ; 
for  Monimia  was  totally  detached  from  the 
conversation  of  every  other  man,  and  he  had 
of  late  noted  their  intercourse  with  distem- 
pered eyes. 

These  considerations  sometimes  trans- 
ported  him  to  such  a  degree  of  frenzy,  that 
he  was  tempted  to  sacrifice  them  both  as 
traitors  to  gratitude,  friendship,  and  love ; 
but  such  deliriums  soon  vanished  before  his 
honour  and  humanity.  He  would  not  allow 
himself  to  think  amiss  of  Ferdinand,  until 
some  undoubted  mark  of  his  guilt  should 
appear ;  and  this  was  so  far  from  being  the 
case,  that  hitherto  there  was  scarce  a  pre- 
sumption. On  the  contrary  (said  he  to  him- 
self), I  am  hourly  receiving  proofs  of  hia 
sympathy  and  attachment :  not  but  that  he 
may  be  the  innocent  cause  of  my  mishap :  his 
superior  qualifications  may  have  attracted 
the  eye,  and  engaged  the  heart,  of  that  in- 
constant fair,  without  his  being  sensible  of 
the  victory  he  has  w'on  ;  or,  perhaps,  shocked 
at  the  conquest  he  hath  unwillingly  made, 
he  discourages  her  advances,  tries  to  reason 
down  her  unjustifiable  passion,  and  in  the 
mean  time  conceals  from  me  the  particulars, 
out  of  regard  to  my  happiness  and  quiet. 

Under  cover  of  these  favourable  conjec- 
tures, our  adventurer  securely  prosecuted  hia 
scheme  upon  the  unfortimate  Monimia.  He 
dedicated  himself  wholly  to  her  service  and 
conversation,  except  at  those  times  when  hia 
company  was  requested  by  Renaldo,  whc 
now  very  seldom  exacted  his  attendance  •  iu 
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bia  ministry  about  the  person  of  the  beaute- 
ous orphan,  this  cunnini,^  incendiary  mingled 
»uch  awful  regard,  sucli  nicking  compassion, 
as  ellectually  screened  him  from  the  suspi- 
fion  of  treachery,  while  he  widened  the  fatal 
breach  between  iier  and  her  lover  by  the  most 
diabolical  insinuations.  He  represented  his 
friend  as  a  voluptuary,  who  gratified  his  own 
appetite  witliout  the  least  regard  to  honour 
or  conscience  ;  and  with  a  show  of  infinite 
reluctance,  imparted  some  anecdotes  of  his 
Bcnsuality,  which  he  had  feigned  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  then  he  would  exclaim  in  an  affected 
transport, — "  Gracious  Heaven  !  is  it  possi- 
ble for  any  man  who  has  the  least  title  to 
perception  or  humanity  to  injure  such  inno- 
cence and  perfection  !  for  my  own  part,  had 

I  been  so  undeservedly  happy lieaven  and 

earth  !  forgive  my  transports,  madam,  1  can- 
not help  seeing  and  admiring  such  divine 
attractions.  I  cannot  help  resenting  your 
wrongs  ;  it  is  the  cause  of  virtue  I  espouse  ; 
it  ought  to  be  tiie  cause  of  every  honest  man." 

He  had  oflen  repeated  such  apostrophes 
as  these,  which  she  ascribed  to  nothing  else 
than  sheer  benevolence  and  virtuous  indig- 
nation, and  he  actually  began  to  thinU  ho  had 
made  some  impression  upon  iicr  heart  ;  not 
that  he  now  entertained  tiie  hope  of  an  im- 
mediate triumph  over  her  chastity.  The 
more  lie  contemplated  her  character,  the 
more  difiicult  the  conquest  seemed  to  be  :  he 
therefore  altered  his  plan,  and  resolved  to 
carry  on  his  operations  under  the  shelter  of 
honourable  proposals,  foreseeing  that  a  wife 
of  her  qualifications,  if  properly  managed, 
v/ould  turn  greatly  to  the  account  of  tiie  hus- 
rmnd  ;  or,  if  her  virtue  should  prove  refractory, 
liiat  he  could  at  any  time  rid  himself  of  the 
incumbrance,  by  decamping  without  beat  of 
drum,  after  he  should  be  cloyed  with  pos- 
session. 

Elevated  by  these  expectations,  he  one 
day,  in  the  midst  of  a  preconcerted  rhapsody, 
importing  that  he  could  no  longer  conceal 
the  fire  that  preyed  upon  Iiis  hoart,  threw 
iiimselfon  his  knees  before  the  lovely  mourner, 
and  imprinted  a  kiss  on  her  fair  hand.  Thougii 
lie  did  not  presume  to  take  this  liberty  till 
after  such  preparation  as  he  thought  had 
altogether  extinguished  her  regard  fjr  Molvil, 
and  paved  the  way  for  his  own  reception  in 
room  of  that  discarded  lover,  he  had  so  far 
overshot  his  mark,  that  Monimia,  instead  of 
favouring  his  declaration,  started  up,  and 
retired  in  silence,  her  cheok.'i  glowing  with 
ehame,  and  her  eyes  gleaming  with  indigna- 
tion. 

Ferdinand  no  sooner  recovered  from  the 
confusion  produced  by  this  unexpected  re- 
pulse, than  he  saw  the  necessity  of  coming 
to  a  speedy  determination,  lest  the  offended 
fair  one  should  appeal  to  Renaldo,  in  which 
case  they  might  be  mutually  undeceived,  to 
kis  utter  shame  and  confusion  :  he  therefore 
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supplications,  and  by  protesting,  that,  what- 
ever tortures  he  might  suffer  by  rcprc'sinj^j 
his  sentiments,  she  should  never  again  be 
offended  v.'ith  a  declaration  of  his  passion. 

Having  thus  appeased  the  gentle  JMonimia, 
and  discovered  that,  in  spite  of  her  reso"t- 
ment-,  his  friend  still  kept  possession  ,'.  :.cr 
heart,  he  determined  to  work  an  effectual 
separation,  so  as  tiiat  the  young  lady,  beint' 
utterly  deserted  by  Melvil,  siiould  be  leu 
altogether  in  his  power.  With  this  christian 
intention,  he  began  to  sadden  his  vicage  with 
a  double  shade  of  pensive  melancholy  in  tlic 
presence  of  Renaldo,  to  trifle  a  succession 
of  involuntary  sighs,  to  answer  from  the  pur- 
pose, to  be  incoherent  in  his  discourse,  and, 
in  a  word,  to  act  the  part  of  a  person  wrapt 
up  in  sorrowful  cogitation. 

Count  Melvil,  soon  as  he  perceived  these 
symptoms,  very  kindly  inquired  into  the  cause 
of  them,  and  was  not  a  little  alarmed  to  hear 
the  artful  and  evasive  answers  of  Ferdinand, 
who,  without  disclosing  the  source  of  his 
disquiet,  earnestly  begged  leave  to  retire  into 
some  other  corner  of  the  world.  Roused  by 
this  entreaty,  the  Hungarian's  jealousy  awoke, 
and  with  violent  agitation  he  exclaimed, — 
"Then  are  my  fears  too  true — my  dear 
Fathom,  I  comprehend  the  meaning  of  yout 
request.  I  have  for  some  time  perceived  J| 
host  of  horrors  approaching  from  tliat  quarter. 
I  know  your  worth  and  honour.  I  depend 
upon  your  friendship,  and  conjure  you,  by  all 
the  tics  of  it,  to  free  me  at  once  from  tlio 
most  miserable  suspense,  by  owning  you  have 
involuntarily  captivated  the  heart  of  that 
unhappy  maiden." 

To  this  solemn  interrogation  he  made  no 
reply  ;  but,  shedding  a  flood  of  tears  (of  which 
he  had  always  a  magazine  at  command),  he 
repeated  his  desire  of  withdrawing,  and  took 
God  to  witness,  that  what  he  proposed  was 
solely  for  the  quiet  of  his  honoured  patron 
and  beloved  friend.  "  Enough,"  cried  the 
unfortunate  Renaldo,  "  the  measure  of  my 
woes  is  now  filled  up."  Ho  saying,  he  feH 
backwards  in  a  swoon,  from  which  he  v/as 
with  difficulty  recovered  to  the  sensation  of 
the  most  exquisite  torments.  During  this 
paroxysm,  our  adventurer  nursed  hi  in  with 
infinite  care  and  tenderness ;  he  exhorted 
him  to  summon  all  his  fortitude  to  his  assist- 
ance ;  to  remember  his  forefathers,  and  exert 
himself  in  the  imitation  of  their  virtues  ;  to 
fly  from  those  bewitching  charms  which  had 
enslaved  his  better  part ;  to  retrieve  his  peace 
of  mind,  by  reflecting  on  the  inconstancy  and 
ingratitude  of  v,-oman  ;  and  amuse  his  ima.gi- 
nation  in  the  pursuit  of  honour  and  glory. 

After  these  admonitions,  he  abused  his  ears 
with  a  forged  detail  of  the  gradual  advances 
made  to  him  by  Monimia,  and  the  steps  lie 
had  taken  to  discourage  her  addresses,  and 
re-establish  her  virtue ;  poisoning  the  mind 
of  that  credulous  youth  to  such  a  degree, 
that,  in  all  probability,  he  would  have  put  e 
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fatal  period  to  his  own  existence,  had  not 
fathom  found  meat  i  to  allay  the  rage  of  his 
ecstasy,  by  the  cunning  arrangement  of  op- 
uosite  considerations.  He  sot  his  pride 
against  liis  love,  he  opposed  his  resentment 
lo  his  sorrow,  and  his  ambition  to  his  despair. 
Notwithstanding  tlie  balance  of  power  so 
sf'ltled  among  these  antagonists,  so  violent 
were  the  shocks  of  their  successive  conflicts, 
that  his  bosom  fared  like  a  wretclied  province, 
harassed,  depopulated,  and  laid  waste,  by 
two  fierce  contending  armies.  From  this 
moment  his  life  was  nothing  but  an  alterna- 
tion of  starts  and  reveries  :  he  wept  and  raved 
by  turns,  according  to  the  prevailing  gust  of 
passion  ;  food  became  a  stranger  to  liis  lips, 
and  sleep  to  his  eyelids  ;  lie  could  not  support 
the  presence  of  Monimia;  her  absence  in- 
creased the  torture  of  his  pangs  ;  and  when 
he  met  lier  by  accident,  he  started  back  v.'ith 
horror,  like  a  traveller  who  chances  to  tread 
upon  a  snake. 

The  poor  afflicted  orphan,  worn  to  a  shadow 
with  self-consuming  anguish,  eager  to  find 
Kome  lowly  retreat,  where  she  could  breathe 
out  her  soul  in  peace,  and  terrified  at  the 
frantic  behaviour  of  Renaldo,  communicated 
.to  Fathom  her  desire  of  removing ;  and  begged 
that  he  would  take  a  small  picture  of  her 
father,  decorated  with  diamonds,  and  convert 
tliem  into  money,  for  the  expense  of  lier  sub- 
sistence. This  was  the  last  pledge  of  lier 
family,  which  she  had  received  from  nor 
niother.  who  had  preserved  it  in  the  midst 
of  numberless  distresses  ;  and  no  otiier  species 
of  misery  but  that  which  she  groaned  under 
could  have  prevailed  upon  the  daughter  to 
part  with  it :  but,  exclusive  of  other  motives, 
tJie  very  image  itself,  by  recalling  to  her 
mind  the  honours  cf  her  name,  upbraided  lier 
with  living  in  dependence  upon  a  man  who 
had  treated  her  v.ith  such  indignity  and  in- 
gratitude ;  besides,  she  flattered  herself  with 
the  hope  that  she  should  not  long  survive  the 
loss  of  this  testimonial. 

Our  adventurer,  with  many  professions  of 
sorrow  and  mortification  at  his  own  want  of 
capacity  to  prevent  such  an  alienation,  un- 
dertook to  dispose  of  it  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  to  provide  her  with  a  cheap  and  retired 
apartment,  to  which  he  would  conduct  her 
in  safety,  though  at  the  hazard  of  his  life. 
In  tlie  meantime,  however,  he  repaired  to 
his  friend  Renaldo ;  and,  after  having  admo- 
nished him  to  arm  his  soul  with  patience  and 
pliiiosophy,  declared,  that  Monimia's  guilty 
passion  for  liimse.f  could  no  longer  be  kept 
witliin  bounds  ;  that  she  had  conjured  him  in 
the  most  pressing  manner,  to  assist  her  in 
escaping  from  a  house  which  she  considered 
;i3  l.he  worst  of  dungeons,  because  she  was  in 
it  daily  exposed  to  the  sight  and  company 
of  a  rr.an  whom  she  detested ;  and  that  she 
had  bribed  him  to  compliance  witli  her  re- 
quest, not  only  with  repeated  promises  of 
otcrnal  love  and  submission,  but   also   with 


the  picture  of  her  father  set  with  diamonds, 
which  she  liad  hitherto  reserved  as  the  laa 
and  greatest  testimony  of  her  affection  anc^ 
esteem. 

With  these  words  he  presented  the  fatai 
pledge  to  the  eyes  of  tlie  astonished  youth, 
upon  whom  it  operated  like  the  poisonous 
sight  of  the  basilisk  ;  for,  in  an  instant,  tho 
whole  passions  of  liis  soul  were  in  the  most 
violent  agitation.  "  What !"  cried  lie,  in  an 
ecstasy  of  rage,  "  is  she  so  abandoned  to 
perfidy,  so  lost  to  shame,  so  damned  to  con- 
stancy,  to  gratitude,  and  virtuous  love,  as  to 
meditate  the  means  of  leaving  me  without 
decency,  without  remorse  !  to  forsake  me  in 
my  adversity,  when  my  hapless  fortune  can 
no  longer  flatter  the  pride  and  vanity  of  iiei 
expectation  !  O  woman  !  woman  !  woman  I 
what  simile  shall  I  find  to  illustrate  the  cha- 
racter of  the  sex  ]  But  I  will  not  have  re- 
course to  vain  complaints  and  feeble  excla- 
mations. By  Heaven  !  she  shall  not  escape  ; 
she  shall  not  triumph  in  her  levity  ;  she  shall 
not  exult  in  my  distress  :  no  I  I  will  rather 
sacrifice  her  to  my  just  resentment,  to  the 
injured  powers  of  love  and  friendship.  I 
will  act  the  avenging  minister  of  Heaven  !  I 
will  mangle  that  fair  bosom,  which  contains 
so  false  a  heart !  I  will  tear  her  to  pieces, 
and  scatter  those  beauteous  limbs,  as  a  prey 
to  the  boasts  of  the  field  and  the  fowls  cf 
the  air  ?" 

Fathom  who  expected  this  storm,  far  from 
attempting  to  oppose  its  progress,  waited 
with  patience  imtil  its  first  violence  was  over- 
blown  ;  then,  assuming  an  air  of  condolence, 
animated  with  that  resolution  which  a  friend 
ought  to  maintain  on  such  occasions, — "  My 
dear  count,"  said  he,  "  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised  at  your  emotion,  because  I  know  what 
a  heart,  susceptible  as  yours,  must  feel  from 
the  apostacy  of  one  who  lias  reigned  so  long 
the  object  of  your  love,  admiration,  and 
esteem.  Your  endeavours  to  drive  her  from 
your  thoughts  must  create  an  agony  much 
more  severe  than  that  which  divorces  the 
soul  from  the  body.  Nevertheless,  I  am  so 
confident  of  your  virtue  and  your  manhood, 
as  to  foresee,  that  you  will  allow  the  frail 
I\Ionimia  to  execute  that  resolution  which 
she  hath  so  unwisely  taken,  to  withdraw  her- 
self from  your  love  and  protection.  Believe 
me,  my  best  friend  and  benefactor,  this  is  a 
step,  in  consequence  of  which  you  will  in- 
fallibly retrieve  your  peace  of  mind.  It  may 
cost  you  many  bitter  pangs,  it  may  probe 
your  wounds  to  the  quick  :  but  those  pangs 
will  be  soothed  by  the  gentle  and  salutary 
wing  of  time,  and  that  probing  will  rouse  you 
to  a  due  sense  of  your  own  dignity  and  im- 
portance, which  will  enable  you  to  convert 
your  attention  to  objects  far  more  worthy  of 
your  contemplation.  All  the  hopes  of  hap- 
piness you  had  cherished  in  the  possession 
of  Monimia  arc  now  irrecoverably  blasted 
her  heart  is  now  debased  beneath  your  con 
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sideration ;  her  love  is  without  all  doubt, 
extinguislied,  and  her  aoiiour  irretrievably 
lost :  insomuch,  that  wore  she  to  profess 
Borrow  for  her  indiscretion,  and  implore  your 
forgiveness,  with  the  most  solemn  [jromiscs 
of  regarding  you  for  the  futtfro  with  unalter- 
able tidelity  and  atloction,  you  ought  not  to 
restore  her  to  that  place  in  your  heart  which 
sbe  hath  so  meanly  forfeited,  because  you 
could  not  at  the  same  time  reinstate  her  in 
the  possession  of  that  delicate  esteem,  with- 
out which  there  is  no  harmony,  no  rapture, 
no  true  enjoyment  in  love.  No,  my  dear 
Rcnaldok  expel  tiie  unworthy  tenant  from 
your  bosom  ;  allow  her  to  fill  up  the  measure 
of  her  ingratitude,  by  deserting  her  lover, 
G'iend,  and  benefactor.  Your  glory  demands 
her  dismission  ;  the  world  will  applaud  your 
generosity,  and  your  ov/n  heart  approve  of 
your  conduct ;  sodisincumbered,  let  us  exert 
ourselves  once  more  in  promoting  your  de- 
parture from  this  island,  that  you  may  revisit 
your  father's  house,  do  justice  to  yourself 
and  amiable  sister,  and  take  vengeance  on 
the  author  of  your  wrongs  ;  then  dedicate 
yourself  to  glory,  in  imitation  of  your  re- 
nowned ancestors,  and  flourish  in  the  favour 
of  your  imperial  patron." 

These  remonstrances  had  such  an  cfTcct 
upon  the  Hungarian,  that  his  face  was  lighted 
up  with  a  transient  gleam  of  satisfaction. 
lie  embraced  Ferdinand  with  great  ardour, 
calling  hirn  his  pride,  his  Mentor,  his  good 
|:enius,  and  entreated  him  to  gratify  the  in- 
clination of  that  fickle  creature  so  fur,  as  to 
convey  her  to  another  lodging,  without  loss 
of  time,  while  he  would,  by  absenting  him- 
self, favour  their  retreat. 

Our  iiero  having  obtained  this  permission, 
went  immediately  to  the  skirts  of  the  town, 
where  he  had  previously  bespoken  a  small, 
though  neat  apartment,  at  the  house  of  an 
old  woman,  widow  of  a  French  refugee.  He 
had  already  reconnoitred  the  ground,  by 
sounding  his  landlady,  from  whose  poverty 
and  complaisance  he  found  reason  to  expect 
all  sorts  of  freedom  and  o[)portunity  for  the 
accomplishment  of  his  aim  upon  Monimia's 
person.  The  room  being  prepared  for  her 
reception,  he  returned  to  that  disconsolate 
beauty,  to  whom  he  presented  ten  guineas, 
which  he  pretended  to  have  raised  by  pledg- 
ing the  picture,  though  he  himself  acted  as 
the  pawnbroker  on  this  occasion,  for  a  very 
plain  and  obvious  reason. 

The  fair  orphan  was  overjoyed  to  find  her 
wish  so  speedily  accomplished  :  she  forthwith 
packed  up  her  necessaries  in  a  trunk  ;  and 
a  hackney  coach  was  called  in  the  dusk  of 
.he  evening,  in  which  she  embarked  with  her 
baggage  and  conductor. 

Yet  she  did  not  leave  the  habitation  of 
Renaldo  without  regret.  In  the  instant  of 
parting,  the  idea  of  that  unfortunate  youth 
was  associated  with  every  well-known  object 
Uiat  presented  itself  to  her  eyes  ;  not  as  an 
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inconstant,  ungenerous,  and  perjured  Bwain, 
but  as  the  accomplished,  (he  virtuous,  the 
melting  lover,  who  had  captivated  her  virgin 
heart.  As  Fathom  led  her  to  the  dooi,  she 
was  met  by  Renaldo's  dog,  which  had  long 
been  her  favourite,  and  the  jioor  ani.iial  fawn- 
ing upon  her  as  she  passed,  her  heart  was 
overwhelmed  with  such  a  gush  of  tenderness, 
that  a  flood  of  tears  streamed  down  her 
cheeks,  and  she  had  well  nigh  sunk  upon  tlie 
floor. 

Ferdinand,  considering  this  emotion  as  tho 
last  tribute  she  would  pay  to  Renaldo,  hurried 
her  into  the  coach,  where  she  soon  recovered 
her  composure  ;  and  in  a  little  time  he  usher- 
ed her  into  the  house  of  Madame  la  J\Ier,  by 
whom  she  was  received  with  great  cordiality, 
and  conducted  to  her  apartment,  with  which 
she  found  no  other  fault  than  that  of  it&  being 
too  good  for  one  in  her  forlorn  situation. 
Here,  while  the  tear  of  gratitude  started  in 
either  eye,  she  thanked  our  adventurer  for 
his  benevolence  and  kind  concern,  assuring 
him,  that  she  would  not  fail  daily  to  beseech 
the  Most  High  to  shower  down  blessings 
upon  him,  as  the  orphan's  friend  and  pro- 
tector. 

Fathom  was  not  deficient  in  those  ex- 
pressions  that  were  best  adapted  to  her  pre- 
sent turn  of  mind.  He  observed,  that  what 
he  had  done  was  in  obedience  to  the  dictates 
of  common  humanity,  which  would  have 
prompted  him  to  assist  any  follow-crcaturo 
in  distress  ;  but  that  her  peculiar  virtue  and 
qualifications  were  such  as  challenged  thu 
utmost  exertion  of  his  faculties  in  her  ser- 
vice. He  said,  that  surely  Heaven  had  not 
created  such  perfection  in  vain  ;  that  slie  was 
destined  to  receive  as  well  as  to  communi- 
cate happiness  ;  and  that  the  Providence, 
which  she  so  piously  adored,  would  not  fail, 
in  due  season,  to  raise  her  from  distress  and 
affliction  to  that  honour  and  felicity  for  whicl' 
she  was  certainly  ordained.  In  the  rncaiv 
time,  he  entreated  her  to  depend  upon  his 
service  and  fidelity  ;  and  the  article  of  her 
board  being  settled,  he  left  her  to  the  com- 
pany and  consolation  of  her  discreet  liostese, 
who  soon  insinuated  herself  into  the  good 
opinion  of  her  beauteous  lodger. 

While  our  hero  was  employed  in  tlii.s 
transaction,  Renaldo  sallied  forth  in  a  sort 
of  intoxication,  which  Fathom's  admonitions 
had  inspired;  and,  repairing  to  a  certain 
noted  colTec-house,  engaged  at  chess  with  an 
old  French  refugee,  that  his  attention,  bj 
being  otherwise  employed,  might  not  stray 
towards  that  fatal  object  which  ho  ardently 
wished  to  forget.  But,  unluckily  for  hirn,  lie 
had  scarce  performed  three  moves  of  the 
game,  when  his  cars  were  exposed  to  a 
dialogue  between  two  young  gentlemen,  one 
of  whom  asked  the  other  if  he  would  go  ano 
see  the  Orphan  acted  at  one  of  the  theatres  , 
observing,  as  a  farther  inducement,  that  the 
part  of  Monimia  would  be  performed  by  » 
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youn^  gentlcv'oman  who  had  never  appeared 
on  the  stai^i.  At  mention  of  that  name, 
Renaldo  started ;  for,  though  it  did  not  pro- 
[lerly  belong  to  his  orphan,  it  was  the  ap- 
psUation  by  which  she  had  been  distinguished 
ever  since  her  separation  from  her  father's 
house,  and  therefore  it  recalled  her  to  liis 
imagination  in  the  most  interesting  point  of 
v!cv/.  Tliough  he  endeavoured  to  expel  the 
imn.go  by  a  closer  application  to  his  play, 
every  now  and  then  it  intruded  upon  his 
fiLucy,  and  at  each  return  made  a  stronger 
impression  ;  so  tiiat  he  found  himself  in  the 
situcition  of  an  unfortunate  baric  stranded 
upon  some  hidden  rock,  which,  when  the 
wind  begins  to  blow,  f.-iels  every  succeeding 
wave  more  boisterous  than  the  former,  until, 
with  irresistible  fury,  they  surmount  her  deck, 
sweep  every  thing  before  them,  and  dash  her 
all  to  pieces. 

The  refugee  had  observed  his  first  emotion, 
which  he  attributed  to  an  unforeseen  ad- 
vantage he  himself  had  gained  over  the  Hun- 
garian ;  but  seeing  him  in  the  sequel  bite  iiis 
lip,  roll  his  eyes,  groan,  writhe  his  body, 
ejaculate  incoherent  curses,  and  neglect  his 
game,  the  huguenot  concluded  that  he  was 
mad,  and  being  seized  with  terror  and  dis- 
may, got  up,  and  scampered  off,  without 
ceremony  or  hesitation. 

Melvil,  thus  left  to  the  horrors  of  his  own 
tliought,  which  tortured  him  with  the  appre- 
hension of  losing  Monimia  for  ever,  could  no 
longer  combat  that  suggestion,  but  ran  home- 
wards with  all  the  speed  he  could  exert,  in 
order  to  prevent  her  retreat.  When  he 
crossed  the  threshold,  he  was  struck  with 
such  a  damp  of  presaging  fear,  that  he  durst 
not  in  person  approach  her  apartment,  nor 
even,  by  questioning  the  servant,  inform  him- 
self of  the  particulars  he  wanted  to  know  : 
yet  his  suspense  becoming  more  insupport- 
able than  his  fear,  he  rushed  from  room  to 
room  in  quest  of  that  which  was  not  to  be 
Ibund  ;  and,  seeing  Monimia's  chamber  door 
open,  entered  the  deserted  temple  in  a  state 
of  distraction,  calling  aloud  upon  her  name. 
All  was  silent,  solitary,  and  woful.  "  She  is 
gone!"  he  cried,  shedding  a  flood  of  tears, 
"  .she  is  for  ever  lost,  and  all  my  hopes  of 
liappincss  are  fled  !" 

So  saying,  he  sunk  upon  that  couch  on 
which  Monimia  had  oft  reposed,  and  aban- 
doned himself  to  all  the  excess  of  grief  and 
despondence.  In  this  deplorable  condition 
bo  was  found  by  our  adventurer,  who  gently 
chid  him  for  his  want  of  resolution,  and  again 
repelled  his  sorrow,  by  arousing  his  resent- 
ment agaiftst  the  innocent  cause  of  his  dis- 
quiet, having  beforehand  forged  the  particu- 
lars of  provocation.  "  Is  it  possible,"  said 
he.  '*  that  Renaldo  can  still  retain  the  least 
sentiment  of  regard  for  a  fickle  woman,  by 
whom  he  has  been  so  ungratefully  forsaken, 
and  80  unjustly  scorned?  Is  it  possible  he 
oin  be  en  disturbed  by  the  loss  of  a  creature 


who  is  herself  lost  to  all  virtue  and  decorum  < 
Time  and  rePcction,  my  worthy  friend,  will 
cure  you  of  that  inglorious  malady;  and  Iho 
future  misconduct  of  that  imprudent  damsel 
will  doubtless  contribute  to  the  recovery  of 
your  peace.  ^Jer  behaviour  at  leaving  the 
house  where  sin  had  received  so  many  marks) 
of  the  most  de.icate  affection,  was  in  all  re- 
spects so  opposite  to  honour  and  decency, 
that  I  could  scarce  refrain  from  telling  her  1 
was  shocked  at  her  deportment,  even  while 
she  loaded  rno  with  protestations  of  love. 
When  a  woman's  heart  is  once  depraved, 
she  bids  adieu  to  all  restraint ;  she  preserves 
no  measures.  It  was  not  simply  contempt 
which  she  expressed  for  Renaldo ;  she  seems 
to  resent  his  being  able  to  live  under  her  dis- 
dain ;  and  that  resentment  stoops  to  objects 
unworthy  of  indignation.  Even  your  dog 
was  not  exempted  from  the  effects  of  her 
displeasure  ;  for,  in  her  passage  to  the  door 
she  kicked  the  poor  animal  as  one  of  your 
dependents  ;  and,  in  our  way  to  the  apart- 
ment I  had  provided  for  her,  she  entertained 
me  with  a  ludicrous  comment  upon  the  man- 
ner  in  which  you  first  made  her  acquainted 
with  your  passion.  All  that  modesty  of  car- 
riage, all  that  chastity  of  conversation,  all 
that  dignity  of  grief,  which  she  knew  so  well 
how  to  affect,  is  now  entirely  laid  aside,  and, 
when  I  quitted  her,  she  seemed  the  most  gay, 
giddy,  and  impertinent  of  her  sex." 

"  Gracious  powers  !"  exclaimed  Rcna'iao 
starting  from  the  couch,  "  I  am  under  the 
delusion  of  a  dream,  or  are  these  things 
really  so  as  my  friend  has  represented  them? 
Such  a  total  and  sudden  degeneracy  is  ama- 
zing !  is  monstrous  and  unnatural !"  "  Sucti, 
my  dear  count,"  replied  onr  hero,  "  is  the 
caprice  of  a  female  heart,  fickle  as  the  wind, 
uncertain  as  a  calm  at  sea,  fixed  to  no  princi- 
ple, but  swayed  by  every  fantastic  gust  of 
passion  or  of  whim.  Congratulate  yourself, 
therefore,  my  friend,  upon  your  happy  de- 
liverance from  such  a  domestic  plague,  upon 
the  voluntary  exile  of  a  traitor  from  your 
bosom  :  recollect  the  dictates  of  your  duty, 
your  discretion,  and  your  glory,  and  thmk 
upon  the  honours  and  elevated  enjoyment  for 
which  you  are  certainly  ordained.  To-night 
let  us  over  a  cheerful  bottle  anticipate  your 
success,  and  to-morrow  I  will  accompany  you 
to  the  house  of  an  us'.irer,  who,  I  am  inform- 
ed, fears  no  risk,  provided  twenty  per  cent 
be  given,  and  the  borrower's  life  insured. 


CHAPTER  XLVIL 

The  art  of  borrowinc^  further  explatnetl^ 
and  an  account  of  a  strange  phenomenon. 

In  this  mannei'  did  the  artful  incendiary  work 
upon  the  passions  of  the  credulous,  unsus- 
pecting Ilimgarian,  who  pressed  liim  to  hia 
breast  with  the  most  cordial  expressions  of 
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tricndship,  calling  him  iiis  fjuardiun,  his  sa- 
viour, his  Bccoiui  father,  and  gave  hiniseli'up 
wholly  to  his  advice. 

Next  niornini,',  according  to  the  plan  tliey 
had  laid  over  night,  they  repaired  to  a  tavern 
in  tiie  neighbouriiood  of  the  person  to  whom 
our  adventurer  had  been  directed,  and  were 
fortunate  enough  to  tind  him  in  the  house, 
transacting  a  money  aHair  with  a  young  gen- 
tleman, who  treated  him  with  his  morning's 
R'hct. 

That  allair  being  negotiated,  he  adjourned 
into  another  room  with  Renaldo  and  his  com- 
panion, who  were  not  a  little  surprised  to  sec 
this  minister  of  IMulus  in  the  shape  of  a  young 
sprightly  beau,  trimmed  up  in  all  the  foppery 
of  the  fashion  ;  for  tiiey  had  hitherto  always 
associated  with  the  idea  of  a  usurer  old  ago 
and  rusty  apparel.  After  divers  modish 
congees,  he  begged  to  know  to  what  he 
should  attribute  the  honour  of  their  message, 
when  Ferdinand,  who  acted  the  orator,  told 
him,  that  his  friend  Count  Melvil,  having 
occasion  for  a  sum  of  money,  had  been  di- 
rected to  a  gentleman  of  his  name, — "  and  I 
suppose,"  added  he,  "  you  are  the  son  of  the 
person  with  whom  the  affair  is  to  be  nego- 
tiated." 

"  Sir,"  said  this  petit  maitre  with  a  smile, 
*'  I  perceive  you  are  surprised  to  see  one  of 
my  profession  in  the  appearance  of  a  gentle- 
man ;  and  perhaps  your  wonder  will  not  cease, 
when  I  tell  you,  that  my  education  was  libe- 
ral, and  that  I  once  had  the  honour  to  bear  a 
commission  in  the  British  army.  I  was  in- 
deed a  first  lieutenant  of  marines,  and  will 
venture  to  say,  that  no  officer  in  the  service 
was  more  delicate  than  myself  in  observing 
all  the  punctilios  of  honour.  I  entertained 
the  utmost  contempt  for  all  the  trading  part 
of  the  nation,  and  suffered  myself  to  be  run 
through  the  body  in  a  duel,  rather  tlian  roll 
with  a  brother  lieutenant,  who  was  a  broker's 
son  ;  but,  thank  Heaven  !  I  have  long  ago 
';onquered  all  those  ridiculous  prejudices.  I 
soon  observed  Miat,  without  money,  there 
was  no  respect,  honour,  or  convenience,  to 
be  acquired  in  life  ;  that  wealtii  amply  sup- 
plied the  want  of  wit,  merit,  and  pedigree, 
liaving  influence  and  pleasure  ever  at  com- 
mand ;  and  that  the  world  never  fliiled  to 
worship  the  flood  of  affluence,  without  ex- 
amining the  dirty  channels  through  which  it 
commonly  flowed. 

"At  the  end  of  the  war,  finding  my  ap- 
pointments reduced  to  two  shillings  and  four- 
pence  per  day,  and  being  addicted  to  plea- 
sures which  I  could  not  possibly  purchase 
from  such  a  fund,  I  sold  my  half-pay  for  two 
hundred  pounds,  which  I  lent  upon  bond  to  a 
young  officer  of  the  same  regiment,  on  con- 
dition that  he  should  insure  his  life,  and  re- 
store one  fourth  part  of  the  sum  by  way  of 
premium.  I  happened  to  be  lucky  in  this 
first  essay  ;  for  the  borrower,  having  in  si.x 
weeks  expended  the  money,  made  an  excur- 


sion  on  the  highway,  was  apprehended,  tried 
convicted  of  felony,  and  cut  his  own  throat, 
to  prevent  the  shame  of  a  public  execution. 
60  that  his  bond  was  discharged  by  the  in- 
surers. 

"  In  short,  gentlemen,  when  I  engaged  in 
this  business,  1  determined  to  cany  it  on  witJi 
such  spirit  as  would  cither  make  my  fortune., 
or  entirely  ruin  me  in  a  little  time  ;  and  liitli- 
erto  my  endeavours  have  been  tolerably  suc- 
cessful. Nor  do  I  think  my  ])rocceding8  a 
whit  more  criminal  or  unjust  than  those  of 
other  merchants,  who  strive  to  turn  their 
money  to  the  best  account.  The  commodity 
I  deal  in  is  cash,  and  it  is  my  business  to  sell 
it  to  the  host  advantage.  A  London  factor 
sends  a  cargo  of  goods  to  market,  and  if  he 
gets  two  hundred  per  cent  upon  the  sale,  he 
is  commended  for  industry  and  address.  If 
I  sell  money  for  one  fourth  part  of  that  profit, 
certain  persons  will  be  so  unjust  as  to  cry, 
shame  uj)on  me,  for  taking  such  advantage 
of  my  neighbour's  distress,  not  considering 
that  the  trader  took  four  times  the  same 
advantage  of  those  people  wlio  bought  hi.-> 
cargo,  though  his  risk  was  not  half  so  great 
as  mine,  and  although  the  money  I  sold  per- 
haps retrieved  the  borrower  from  the  very 
jaws  of  destruction  ;  for  example,  it  was  but 
yesterday  I  saved  a  worthy  man  from  being 
arrested  for  a  sum  of  money,  for  which  lie 
had  bailed  a  friend  who  treacherously  left 
him  in  the  lurch  ;  as  he  did  not  foresee  what 
would  happen,  he  had  made  no  provision  for 
the  demand,  and  his  sphere  of  iife  secluding 
him  from  all  sorts  of  moneyed  intercourse,  lio 
could  not  raise  the  cash  by  his  credit  in  the 
usual  way  of  borrowing;  so  that,  without  my 
assistance,  he  must  have  gone  to  jail  ;  a  dis- 
grace which  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the 
peace  of  his  family,  and  utterly  ruined  his 
reputation.  Nay,  tliat  very  young  gentleman 
from  whom  I  am  just  now  parted,  will,  in  ah 
probability,  he  indebted  to  me  for  a  very  gen- 
teel liveliiiood.  He  had  obtained  the  abso- 
lute promise  of  being  provided  for  by  a  great 
man.  who  sits  at  the  helm  of  affairs  in  a  neigh- 
bouring kingdom;  but  being  destitute  of  all 
other  resources,  he  could  not  have  equipped 
himself  for  the  voyage,  in  order  to  profit  by 
his  lordship's  intention,  unless  I  had  enabled 
him  to  pursue  his  good  fortune." 

Renaldo  was  not  a  little  pleased  to  liea 
this  harangue,  to  which  P^tliom  replied,  witii 
many  florid  encomiums  upon  the  usurer'.^ 
goocl  sense  and  humane  disposition  ;  then  ho 
explained  the  errand  of  his  friend,  which  was 
to  borrow  three  hundred  pounds,  in  order  to 
retrieve  his  inheritance,  of  which  he  had 
been  defrauded  in  his  absence. 

"  Sir,"  said  the  lender,  addressing  himself 
to  Count  Melvil,  "  I  pretend  to  have  acquired 
by  experience  some  skill  in  physiognomy ; 
and  though  there  are  some  faces  bo  deeply 
disguised  as  to  baffle  all  the  penetration  of 
3ur  art,  there  are  others  in  which  the  heart 
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appears  with  such  nakedness  of  integrity,  as 
at  once  to  recommend  it  to  our  good  will. 
I  own  your  countenance  prepossesses  me  in 
your  fy.vour  ;  and  you  shall  be  accommodated, 
upon  those  terms  from  which  I  never  deviate, 
provided  you  ca.i  find  proper  security  that 
you  shall  not  quit  the  British  dominions,  for 
ihat  with  me  is  a  condition  sine  qua  non." 

This  was  a  verj'  disagreeable  declaration 
to  Renaldo,  who  candidly  owned,  that,  as 
his  concerns  lay  upon  the  continent,  his  pur- 
pose was  to  leave  England  without  delay. 
The  usurer  professed  himself  sorry  that  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  oblige  him ;  and,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  further  importunity, 
assured  them,  he  had  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim, 
from  which  he  would  never  swerve,  to  avoid 
all  dealings  with  people  whom  (if  need  should 
be)  he  could  not  sue  by  the  laws  of  this  realm. 

Thus  the  intervention  of  one  unlucky  and 
unforeseen  circumstance  blasted  in  an  instant 
the  budding  hopes  of  Melvil,  who,  while  his 
visage  exhibited  the  most  sorrowful  disap- 
pointment, begged  to  know  if  there  was  any 
person  of  his  acquaintance  who  might  be  less 
scrupulous  in  that  particular. 

The  young  gentleman  directed  them  to 
another  member  of  his  profession,  and,  wish- 
ing them  success,  took  his  leave  with  great 
form  and  complaisance.  This  instance  of 
politeness  was,  however,  no  more  than  a 
shift  to  disengage  himself  the  more  easily 
from  their  entreaties  ;  for,  when  the  case  was 
opened  to  the  second  usurer,  he  blessed  him- 
self from  such  customers,  and  dismissed  them 
with  the  most  mortifying  and  boorish  refusal. 
Notwithstanding  these  repulses,  Renaldo 
resolved  to  make  one  desperate  push  !  and, 
without  allowing  himself  the  least  respite, 
solicited,  one  by  one,  not  fewer  than  fifteen 
persons  who  dealt  in  this  kind  of  traffic,  and 
his  proposals  were  rejected  by  each.  At  last, 
fatigued  by  the  toil,  and  exasperated  at  the 
ill  success  of  his  expedition,  and  half  mad 
with  the  recollection  of  his  finances,  which 
were  now  drained  to  half-a-crown, — "  Since 
we  have  nothing  to  expect,"  cried  he,  "  from 
the  favour  of  Christians,  let  us  have  recourse 
to  the  descendants  of  Judah.  Though  they 
lie  under  the  general  reproach  of  nations  as 
a  people  dead  to  virtue  and  benevolence,  and 
wholly  devoted  to  avarice,  fraud,  and  extor- 
tion, the  most  savage  of  their  tribe  cannot 
treat  me  with  more  barbarity  of  indifference 
than  I  have  experienced  among  those  who 
sje  the  authors  of  their  reproach." 

Although  Fathom  looked  upon  this  propo- 
sal as  an  extravagant  symptom  of  despair,  he 
aftected  to  approve  of  the  scheme,  and  en- 
couraged Renaldo  with  the  hope  of  succeed- 
ing in  another  quarter,  even  if  this  expedition 
should  fail ;  for  by  this  time  our  adventurer 
was  half  resolved  to  export  him  at  his  own 
charge,  rather  than  he  should  be  nnich  longer 
Tstricted  in  his  designs  upon  Monimia. 

.Meanwhile,  being  resolved  to  try  the  ex- 


periment upon  the  children  of  Israel,  they 
lietook  themselves  to  the  house  of  a  rich  lew, 
whose  wealth  they  considered  as  a  procf  of 
his  rapaciousness  ;  and,  being  admitted  into 
his  counting-house,  they  found  hirn  in  the 
midst  of  half  a  dozen  clerks,  when  Renaldo 
in  his  imagination,  likened  him  unto  a  minis- 
ter of  darkness  surrounded  by  his  familiars, 
and  planning  schemes  of  mi.sery  to  be  exe- 
cuted  upon  the  hapless  sons  of  men.  In 
spite  of  these  suggestions,  which  wero  not 
at  all  mitigated  by  the  forbidding  aspect  of 
the  Hebrew,  he  demanded  a  private  audience; 
and,  being  ushered  into  another  apartment, 
he  explained  his  business  with  manifest  marks 
of  disorder  and  affliction.  Indeed  his  confu 
sion  was  in  some  measure  owing  to  the  looks 
of  the  Jew,  who,  in  the  midst  of  his  exordium, 
pulled  down  his  eye-brows,  which  were  sur- 
prisingly black  and  bushy,  so  as,  in  appeal- 
ance,  totally  to  extinguish  his  visage,  though 
he  was  all  the  time  observing  our  youth  from 
behind  those  almost  impenetrable  thickets. 

Melvil  having  signified  his  request,  "Young 
gentleman,"  said  the  Israelite,  with  a  most 
discordant  voice,  "  what  in  the  name  of  good- 
ness could  induce  you  to  come  to  me  upon 
such  an  errand  ]  Did  you  ever  hear  that  1 
lent  money  to  strangers  without  security  V 
"  No,"  replied  Renaldo,  "  nor  did  I  believe 
I  should  profit  by  my  application  :  but  my 
affairs  are  desperate  ;  and  my  proposals  hav 
ing  been  rejected  by  every  Christian  to  whom 
they  were  offered,  I  was  resolved  to  try  my 
fate  among  the  Jews,  who  are  reckoned  an- 
other species  of  men." 

Fathom,  alarmed  at  this  abrupt  reply,  which 
he  supposed  could  not  fail  to  disgust  the  mer- 
ciiant,  interposed  in  the  conversation,  by 
making  an  apology  for  the  plain  dealing  of 
his  friend,  uho,  he  said,  was  soured  and 
ruffled  by  his  misfortunes  ;  then  exerting  that 
power  of  eloquence  which  he  had  at  com- 
mand, he  expostulated  upon  Renaldo's  claim 
and  expectations,  described  the  wrongs  he 
had  suffered,  extolled  his  virtue,  and  drew  a 
most  pathetic  picture  of  his  distress. 

The  Jew  listened  attentively  for  some 
time  ;  then  his  eye-brows  began  to  rise  and 
fall  alternately;  he  coughed,  sneezed,  and 
winking  hard, — '*  I'm  plagued,"  said  he, 
"  with  a  salt  rheum  that  trickles  from  my 
eyes  without  intermission."  So  saying,  he 
wiped  the  moisture  from  his  face,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  these  words, — "  Sir,  your  story  is 
plausible,  and  your  friend  is  a  good  advocate: 
but,  before  I  give  an  answer  to  your  demand, 
I  must  beg  leave  to  ask  if  yon  can  produce 
undeniable  evidence  of  your  being  the  iden- 
tical person  you  really  assume.  If  you  are 
really  the  Count  de  Melvil,  you  will  excuse 
my  caution  :  we  cannot  be  too  much  on  our 
guard  against  fraud  ;  thougli  I  must  own  you 
have  not  the  air  of  an  impostor." 

Renaldo's  eyes  began  to  sparkle  at  this 
preliminary  question ;  to  which  ho  replied, 
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Jiat  he  could  procure  tiie  testimony  of  the 
finpercr's  minister,  to  whom  he  liad  occa- 
Bionally  paid  liis  respects  sitice  his  first  arrival 
III  Eiii^huul. 

'*  If  that  be  the  case,"  said  the  Jew,  "  take 
ihe  trouble  to  call  here  to-morrow  inorniug 
at  eight  o'clock,  and  I  will  carry  you  in  my 
own  coach  to  the  house  of  his  excellency, 
with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  be  acquaint- 
ed; and,  if  he  has  nothing  to  object  against 
your  character  or  pretensions,  I  will  con- 
tribute my  assistance  towards  your  obtaining 
justice  at  the  imperial  court." 

The  Hungarian  was  so  much  confo'inded 
at  this  unexpected  reception,  that  he  had  no 
power  to  thank  the  merchant  for  his  promised 
favour,  but  stood  motionless  and  silent,  while 
the  streams  of  gratitude  ran  down  his  cheeks. 
Tliis  genuine  emotion  of  the  heart  was  of 
more  v.-eight  with  the  Jew  than  the  eloquent 
acknowledgement  whicli  Ferdinand  took  the 
opportunity  of  making  for  liis  friend  ;  and  he 
was  fain  to  dismiss  them  a  little  abruptly,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  second  discharge  of  that 
same  rheum  of  which  he  had  already  com- 
plained. 

Melvil  recollected  all  that  had  happened  as 
a  dream,  which  had  no  foundation  in  truth, 
and  was  all  day  long  in  a  sort  of  delirium, 
produced  by  the  alternate  gusts  of  hope  and 
fear  tliat  still  agitated  his  bosom  ;  for  he  was 
not  yet  without  apprehension  of  being  again 
disappointed  by  some  unlucky  occurrence. 

He  did  not,  however,  fail  to  be  punctual 
to  the  hour  of  his  appointment,  when  the  Jew 
told  him,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for 
visiting  the  ambassador,  because  Ronaldo  had 
been,  the  preceding  day,  recognised  by  one 
of  the  clerks,  who  had  been  employed  as  a 
purveyor  in  the  imperial  army;  and  who, 
knowing  his  family,  confirmed  every  thing  he 
had  alleged.  "  After  breakfast,"  continued 
this  benevolent  Israelite,  "  I  will  give  you  an 
order  upon  my  banker  for  five  hundred  pounds, 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  appear  at  Vienna 
as  the  son  and  representative  of  Count  Me'vil ; 
and  you  shall  also  be  furnished  with  a  letter 
of  recommendation  to  a  person  of  some  in- 
fluence at  that  court,  whose  friendship  and 
countenance  may  be  of  some  service  to  your 
fcuit ;  for  I  am  now  heartily  engaged  in  your 
interest,  in  consequence  of  the  fair  and  un- 
blemished character  which  I  find  you  have 
hitherto  maintained." 

The  reader  must  appeal  to  his  own  heart, 
to  acquire  a  just  idea  of  Renaldo'tj  feelings, 
when  every  tittle  of  these  promises  was  ful- 
filled, and  the  merchant  refused  to  take  one 
farthing  by  way  of  premium,  contenting  him- 
self with  the  slender  security  of  a  personal 
bond.  He  was,  in  truth,  overwhelmed  with 
the  obligation,  and  certainly  disposed  to  be- 
lieve that  his  benefactor  was  something  more 
tlian  human.  As  for  Fathom  his  sentiments 
look.o  different  turn  ;  and  ho  scrupled  not  to 
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impute  all  this  kindness  to  some  ueep-laid 
interested  scheme,  the  scope  of  wiiich  he 
could  not  at  present  comprehend. 

After  the  tumults  of  the  young  gentleman's 
joy  had  subsided,  and  he  found  liimsclf  eased 
of  that  burdensome  poverty  under  which  he 
had  groaned  so  long,  his  thoughts,  whick 
before  were  dissipated  upon  the  various  cir- 
cumstances of  distress,  began  to  collect  them- 
selves in  a  body,  and  to  resume  their  delibera- 
tions upon  a  subject  which  they  had  been 
long  accustomed  to  consider ;  this  was  no 
other  than  the  forlorn  Monimia,  whose  idea 
now  emerged  in  his  bosom,  being  disencum- 
bered of  one  part  of  the  load  by  which  it  had 
been  depressed.  He  mentioned  her  name  to 
Fathom  with  marks  of  the  most  melting  com- 
passion ;  deplored  her  apostacy ;  and  while 
he  protested  that  he  had  divorced  her  for 
ever  from  his  heart,  expressed  an  inclination 
to  sec  her  once  more  before  his  departure,  that 
he  might  in  person  exhort  her  to  penitence 
and  reformation. 

Our  adventurer,  who  dreaded  such  an  in- 
terview as  the  infallible  means  of  his  own 
ruin,  resisted  the  proposal  with  the  whole 
power  of  his  elocution.  He  affirmed  that 
Renaldo's  desire  was  a  manifest  proof  that 
he  still  retained  part  of  the  fatal  poison  which 
that  enchantress  had  spread  within  his  veins  ; 
and  that  the  sight  of  her,  softened  by  Win 
reproaches  into  tears  and  affoctod  contrition, 
would  dispel  his  resentment,  disable  his  man- 
hood, and  blow  the  embers  of  his  tormer 
passion  to  such  a  rage,  as  would  hurry  him 
on  to  a  reconciliation,  which  would  debase 
his  honour,  and  ruin  his  future  peace.  In  a 
word,  Ferdinand  described  the  danger  that 
would  attend  the  meeting  in  such  empliatic 
terms,  that  the  Hungarian  started  with  horror 
at  the  picture  whicli  ho  drew,  and  in  this 
particular  conformed  with  the  admonition  of 
his  friend. 

One  hundred  pounds  of  the  .lew's  money 
was  immediately  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  most  urgent  debts;  the  like  sum 
he  presented  to  his  friend  P\atliom,  with  a 
solemn  promiseof  sharing  with  him  whatever 
good  fortune  might  await  him  in  Germany  : 
and  though  Monimia  had  forfeited  all  title  to 
his  regard,  so  ill  could  he  bear  the  prospect 
of  her  distress,  that  he  entrusted  his  dear 
companion  with  the  half  of  what  remained, 
to  be  expended  for  iier  use,  fully  resolving  to 
screen  her  from  the  shocks  and  temptations 
of  want,  as  the  circumstances  of  his  future 
fate  would  allow. 

Fathom,  fiir  from  opposing,  applauded  his 
generosity  with  marks  of  extreme  wonder 
and  admiration,  assuring  him,  that  she  should 
be  put  in  possession  of  his  bounty  iinme- 
dialely  after  his  departure,  he  being  unwilling 
to  make  her  acquainted  with  her  good  for- 
tune before  that  period,  lost,  finding  his  af. 
fairs  in  a  fair  way  of  being  retrieved,  sho 
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Bhould  be  base  enough  to  worship  his  return- 
ing prosperity,  and,  by  false  professions  and 
artful  blandishments,  seek  to  ensnare  hi« 
heart  anew. 


CHAPTER  XLVIIl. 

Count  Fathom  unmasks  his  battery;  is  re- 
pulsed; and  varies  his  op  •'•ulions  without 
effect. 

Every  necessary  preparation  being  made, 
Kenaldo,  accomj)anied  by  our  adventurer, 
took  the  road  to  Dover,  wheru  Jie  embarked 
in  a  packet-boat  for  Calais,  after  liaving  set- 
tled a  correspondence  with  his  dear  Ferdi- 
nand, from  whom  he  did  not  part  without 
tears.  He  had  before  solicited  him  to  be  his 
fellow-traveller,  that  he  might  personally 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  conversation  and 
superior  sagacity  ;  but  these  entreaties  he 
strenuously  opposed,  on  pretence  of  his  being 
determined  to  push  his  fortune  in  England, 
which  he  considered  as  his  native  country, 
and  as  the  land  in  which  (of  all  others)  a 
man  of  merit  has  the  best  encouragement. 
Such  were  the  reasons  he  alleged  for  refusing 
to  attend  his  benefactor,  who  was  himself 
eagerly  desirous  of  attaining  a  settlement  in 
the  island  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  our  hero's 
real  motives  for  staying  were  of  a  very  differ- 
ent complexion.  The  reader  is  already  in- 
formed of  his  aim  upon  tlie  fair  orphan, 
which,  at  present,  v.'as  the  chief  spring  of  his 
conduct  ;  he  may  also  recollect  such  passages 
of  his  life,  as  were  sufficient  to  deter  him 
from  re-appcaring  at  Presburg  or  Vienna; 
but,  besides  these  reflections,  he  was  detained 
by  a  full  persuasion  tliat  Renaldo  would  sink 
under  the  power  and  influence  of  his  an- 
tagonist, consequently  be  rendered  incapable 
to  provide  for  his  friends  ;  aud  that  he  him- 
self, fraught  with  wiles  and  experience  as  lie 
was,  could  not  fail  to  make  himself  amends 
fur  what  he  had  suffered  among  a  people 
equally  rich  and  untiiinking. 
V  Melvil,  having  embraced  our  adventurer, 
and  with  a  deep  sigh  bid  him  take  care  of 
the  unfortunate  Monimia,  committed  himself 
to  the  sea,  and,  by  the  assistance  of  a  favour- 
able gale,  was,  in  a  few  hours,  safely  landed 
on  the  Frencii  shore  ;  wiiile  Fathom  took 
post-horses  for  London,  where  he  arrived  tliat 
same  night,  and  next  day,  in  the  forenoon, 
went  to  visit  the  beauteous  mourner,  who  had 
as  yet  received  no  intimation  of  Renaldo's 
departure  or  design.  He  found  her  in  the 
attitude  of  writing  a  letter  to  her  inconstant 
lover,  tlie  contents  of  wliich  the  reader  will 
be  acquainted  with  in  due  time.  Her  coun- 
lenance,  notwithstanding  the  veil  of  melan- 
choly by  which  it  was  overcast,  seemed 
altogether  serene  and  composed :  she  was 
the  picture  of  pious  resignation,  and  sat  like 


paliejice  on  a  monument  smiling  at  grief 
After  having  paid  the  compliment  of  the 
morning,  Fathom  begged  pardon  for  having 
omitted  to  visit  her  during  three  days,  in 
which,  he  said,  his  time  had  been  wholly 
engrossed  in  procuring  a  proper  equipage  for 
Count  Melvil,  who  had  at  last  bid  an  eternal 
adieu  to  the  island  of  Great  Britain. 

At  this  information  the  hapless  Monimia 
fell  back  in  her  chair,  and  continued  some 
minutes  in  a  swoon ;  from  which  being  re- 
covered,— "  Excuse  me,  Mr  Fathom,"  cried 
slie,  with  a  deep  sigh,  "  this,  I  hope,  is  the 
last  agony  I  shall  feel  from  my  unhappy 
passion."  Then  wiping  the  tears  from  her 
lovely  eyes,  she  retrieved  her  tranquillity, 
and  desired  to  know  by  what  means  Renaldo 
had  been  enabled  to  undertake  his  journey 
into  the  empire.  Our  hero,  upon  this  occa- 
sion, assumed  the  whole  merit  of  having  pro- 
moted the  interest  of  his  friend,  by  giving 
her  to  understand,  that  he,  in  consequence 
of  an  unforeseen  windfall,  had  defrayed  the 
expense  of  the  count's  equipment;  though  he 
observed,  that  it  was  not  without  reluctance 
he  saw  Renaldo  make  a  wrong  use  of  hia 
friendship. 

"  Although  I  am  happy,"  proceeded  this 
artful  traitor,  "  in  being  able  to  discharge  my 
obligations  to  the  house  of  Melvil,  I  could  not 
help  feeling  the  most  sensible  chagrin,  when 
I  saw  my  assistance  rendered  subservient  to 
the  triumplis  of  the  youth's  baseness  and  in- 
fidelity; for  he  chose,  as  the  companion  of 
his  travels,  the  abandoned  woman  for  whom  he 
had  forsaken  the  all-perfect  Monimia,  whcse 
virtue  and  accomplishments  did  not  preserve 
her  sacred  from  his  ungrateful  sarcasms 
and  unmannerly  ridicule.  Believe  me,  ma- 
dam, I  was  so  shocked  at  his  conversation  on 
that  subject,  and  so  much  incensed  at  his  want 
of  delicacy,  that  my  temper  was  scarce  suffi- 
cient for  the  ceremony  of  parting  ;  and,  now 
that  my  debt  to  his  family  is  overpaid,  I  have 
solemnly  renounced  his  correspondence." 

When  she  heard  that,  instead  of  betraying 
the  least  symptom  of  regret  or  compassion 
for  her  unhappy  fate,  the  perfidious  youth  had 
exulted  over  her  fall,  and  even  made  her  a 
subject  for  his  mirth,  the  blood  revisited  hei 
faded  cheeks,  and  resentment  restored  to  her 
eyes  that  poignancy  which  sorrov/  had  before 
overcome.  Yet  she  scorned  to  give  speech 
to  her  indignation  ;  but,  forcing  a  smile,— 
"  Why  should  I  repine,"  said  she,  "  at  the 
mortification  of  a  life  whicn  1  despise,  and 
from  which,  I  hope.  Heaven  will  speedily  set 
me  free  !" 

Fathom,  fired  by  her  emotion,  which  had 
recalled  all  the  graces  of  her  beauty,  ex- 
claimed in  a  rapture, — "  Talk  not  so  con- 
temptuously of  this  life,  whicli  hath  still  a 
fund  of  happiness  in  store  for  the  amiable,  the 
divine  Monimia.  Though  one  admirer  hatb 
proved  an  apostate  to  his  vows,  your  candour 
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will  not  siifrcr  you  to  condemn  tlic  \s*ioIe 
eex.  Some  there  are,  whose  bosoms  glow 
with  passion  cciually  pure,  unalterable,  and 
intense.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  sacrificed 
to  a  rigid  punctilio  of  honour  the  dearest 
ideas  of  my  heart.  I  beheld  your  unrivalled 
charms,  and  deeply  felt  their  power :  yet, 
while  a  possibility  of  Melvil's  reformation 
remained,  and  while  I  was  restrained  by  my 
niijjard  fortune  from  making  a  tender  worthy 
of  your  acceptance,  I  combated  with  my 
inclinations,  and  bore  without  repining  the 
pangs  of  hopeless  love.  But,  now  that  my 
lionour  is  disengaged,  and  my  fortune  ren- 
dered independent,  by  the  last  will  of  a  worthy 
nobleman,  whose  friendship  I  was  favoured 
with  in  France,  I  presume  to  lay  myself  at 
the  feet  of  the  adorable  Monimia,  as  the 
most  faithful  of  admirers,  whose  happiness 
or  misery  wholly  depends  upon  her  nod. 
Believe  me,  madam,  these  are  not  the  pro- 
fessions of  idle  gallantry — I  speak  the  genu- 
ine, tiiough  imperfect  language  of  my  heart: 
words,  even  the  most  pathetic,  cannot  do 
'usticc  to  my  love.  I  gaze  upon  your  beauty 
with  ravishment ;  but  I  contemplate  the  graces 
of  your  soul  with  such  awful  veneration,  that 
I  tremble  while  I  approach  you,  as  if  my 
vows  were  adiircpsed  to  some  superior  being." 

During  this  declaration,  which  was  pro- 
nounced in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  Mo- 
nimia was  successively  agitated  with  shame, 
anger,  and  grief;  nevertheless,  she  summoned 
lier  whole  philosophy  to  her  aid,  and  with  a 
tranquil,  though  determined  air,  begged  he 
would  not  diminish  the  obligations  he  had 
already  conferred,  by  disturbing  with  such 
unseasonable  addresses  a  poor  unhappy  maid, 
who  had  detached  all  lier  thoughts  from 
earthly  objects,  and  waited  impatiently  for 
that  dissolution  which  alone  could  put  a 
period  to  her  misfortunes. 

Fathom,  imagining  that  these  were  no 
other  than  the  suggestions  of  a  temporary 
disappointment  and  despondence,  which  it 
was  his  business  to  oppose  with  all  his  elo- 
quence and  art,  renewed  his  theme  with 
redoubled  ardour,  and  at  last  became  so  im- 
portunate in  his  desires,  that  Monimia,  pro- 
voked beyond  the  power  of  concealing  her 
resentment,  said,  she  was  heartily  sorry  to 
find  iierself  under  the  necessity  of  telling 
r.im,  that,  in  the  midst  of  her  misfortunes, 
ihe  could  not  help  remembering  what  she 
•lad  been.  Then,  rising  from  her  seat,  with 
.ill  the  dignity  of  displeasure, — "  Perhaps," 
added  she,  "  you  have  forgot  who  was  the 
father  of  the  once  happy  Monimia." 

With  these  words  slie  retired  into  another 
chamber,  leaving  our  adventurer  confounded 
by  the  repulse  he  had  sustained.  Not  that 
he  wa.s  discouraged  from  prosecuting  his 
aim  :  on  the  contrary,  this  rebuff  seemed  to 
add  fresh  rigour  to  his  operations.  He  now 
thought  ithight'me  to  bring  over  Madame  la 
Mcr  tD  his  interest;  and,  to  facilitate  her 


conversion,  took  an  ojiportunity  of  bribing 
her  with  some  incoiisiderable  presents,  jittcr 
having  amused  her  with  a  plausible  tale  of 
his  passion  for  Monimia,  with  whom  she 
undertook  the  office  of  his  modiatri.x,  on  thi; 
supposition  that  his  intentions  were  honoura- 
ble, and  highly  advantageous  to  hor  lodger. 

She  was,  first  of  all,  invested  with  the 
office  of  obtaining  pardon  fur  the  offence  he 
had  given  ;  and  in  this  negotiation  she  suc- 
ceeded so  well  as  to  become  an  advocate  for 
his  suit :  accordingly,  she  took  all  occasions 
of  magnifying  his  praise.  His  agreeable 
person  was  often  the  subject  of  her  discourse 
to  the  fair  mourner :  her  admiration  dwelt 
upon  his  politeness,  good  sense,  and  winning 
de|)orlment :  and  she  every  day  retailed  little 
stories  of  his  benevolence  and  greatness  of 
soul.  The  defect  in  his  birtli  she  represented 
as  a  circumstance  altogether  foreign  from  the 
consideration  of  his  merit ;  especially  in  a 
nation  where  such  distinctions  are  as  little 
respected  as  they  will  be  in  a  future  state. 
She  mentioned  several  persons  of  note,  who 
basked  in  the  sunshine  of  power  and  fortune, 
without  having  enjoyed  the  least  hereditary 
assistance  from  their  forefathers.  One,  slic 
said,  sprung  from  the  loins  of  an  obscure 
attorney,  another  was  the  grandson  of  a  valet- 
de-chambre,  a  third  was  the  issue  of  an  ac- 
countant, and  a  fourth  the  offspring  of  a 
woollen-draper:  all  these  were  the  children 
of  their  own  good  works,  and  had  raised 
themselves  upon  their  personal  virtues  and 
address  ;  a  foundation  certainly  more  solid 
and  honourable  than  a  vague  inheritance 
derived  from  ancestors,  in  wliose  deserts  they 
could  not  be  supposed  to  have  borne  the  least 
share. 

Monimia  listened  to  all  these  arguments 
with  great  patience  and  affability,  though  she 
at  once  dived  into  the  source  from  which  all 
such  insinuations  flowed  :  she  joined  in  the 
commendations  of  Fathom,  and  owned  her- 
self a  particular  instance  of  that  benevolence 
which  the  old  lady  had  so  justly  e.\tollcd  ;  but, 
once  for  all,  to  prevent  the  sujjplication  which 
Madame  la  Mer  was  about  to  make,  she  so- 
lemnly protested,  that  her  heart  was  alto- 
gether shut  against  any  other  earthly  engagt;- 
inent ;  and  that  her  thoughts  were  altogether 
employed  upon  her  eternal  salvation. 

The  assiduous  landlady,  perceiving  the 
steadiness  of  her  disposition,  thought  |)roper 
to  alter  her  method  of  proceeding,  and  ibr 
the  present  suspended  that  theme  by  which 
she  found  her  fair  lodger  disobliged.  Resolved 
to  reconcile  Monimia  to  life,  before  she  would 
again  recommend  Ferdinand  to  her  love,  sh 
endeavoured  to  amuse  her  imagination,  by 
recounting  the  occasional  incidents  of  the 
day,  hoping  gradually  to  decoy  her  attention 
to  those  sublunary  objects  from  which  it  had 
been  industriously  weaned  :  she  seasoned  her 
conversation  with  agreeable  sallies  ;  enlarged 
upon  the  different  scenes  of  p'eisure  and 
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diversion  appertaining  to  this  great  metro- 
polis ;  practised  upon  lier  palate  with  the 
lelicacics  of  eating;  endeavoured  to  shake 
ner  temperance  with  repeated  proffers  end 
recommendations  of  certain  cordials  and  re- 
storatives, which  she  alleged  were  necessary 
for  the  recovery  of  her  health  ;  and  pressed 
rer  to  mal<e  little  excursions  into  the  fields 
that  skirt  the  town,  for  the  benefit  of  air  and 
exercise. 

While  this  auxiliary  plied  the  disconsolate 
Monimia  on  one  hand,  Fathom  was  not  remiss 
on  the  other :  he  now  seemed  to  have  sacri- 
ficed liis  passion  to  her  quiet ;  his  discourse 
turned  upon  more  indificrent  subjects ;  he 
endeavoured  to  dispel  her  melancholy  with 
arguments  drawn  from  philosophy  and  reli- 
gion ;  on  some  occasions,  he  displayed  all 
his  fund  of  good  himiour,  with  a  view  to  be- 
guile her  sorrow  ;  he  importuned  her  to  give 
him  the  pleasure  of  squiring  her  to  some 
place  of  innocent  entertainment ;  and,  finally, 
insisted  upon  her  accepting  a  pecuniary  re- 
inforcement to  her  finances,  whicli  he  knew 
*o  be  in  a  most  consumptive  condition. 


CHAPTER  XLLX.  i 

Mtnbnia's  honour  is  'protected  by  the  inter- 
position of  Heaven. 

With  that  complacency  and  fortitude  which 
were  peculiar  to  herself,  this  hapless  stranger 
resisted  all  those  artful  temptations.  Her 
sustenance  was  barely  such  as  exempted  her 
from  the  guilt  of  being  accessory  to  her  own 
death;  her  drink  was  the  simple  element; 
she  encouraged  no  discourse  but  that  which 
turned  upon  the  concerns  of  her  immortal 
part ;  she  never  went  abroad  except  in  visits 
to  a  French  chapei  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  she 
refused  the  pro.Tered  assistance  of  our  ad- 
venturer with  equal  obstinacy  and  politeness  ; 
and  with  pleasure  sav/  herself  wasting  to- 
wards that  period  of  mortality  which  was  tlie 
consummation  ofherwish.  Vet  her  charms, 
far  from  melting  away  with  her  constitution, 
seemed  to  triumph  over  the  decays  of  nature  : 
her  shape  and  features  still  retained  that  har- 
mony f  jr  which  they  had  always  been  distin- 
aruisiied  :  a  mixture  of  majesty  and  ewectness 
diffused  itself  in  her  looks,  and  her  feebleness 
added  to  that  soft  and  feminine  grace  which 
attracts  the  sympathy,  and  engages  the  pro- 
tection, of  every  humane  beholder.  The 
associates,  thus  baffled  in  ihoir  attempts  to 
excite  her  ideas  of  pleasure,  again  sliifted 
their  plan,  and  resolved  to  attack  this  forlorn 
beauty  on  the  side  of  fear  and  mortification. 
Our  adventurer  became  less  frequent  in 
his  visits,  and  more  indifferent  in  his  lan- 
guage and  deportment ;  while  Madame  la  Mer 
gradually  relaxed  in  that  comJ)larcency  and 
respect  with  which  she  had  hitherto  behaved 
.owanls  her  fair  lodger.     She  even  began  to 


drop  hints  of  disapprobation  and  reproach 
against  this  pattern  of  innocence  and  beauty  •, 
and  at  length  grew  bold  enough  to  tell  her, 
that  her  misfortunes  could  be  attributed  to 
nothing  but  her  own  obstinacy  and  pride ; 
that  she  had  been  at  great  pains  to  disoblige 
the  only  person  who  was  able  and  willing  tc 
raise  her  above  dependence  ;  and  that,  if  ins 
protection  should  be  withdrawn,  she  mr.s* 
bo  exposed  to  the  utmost  extrenity  of  dis- 
tress. 

These  insinuations,  instead  of  producing 
the  desired  eflxjct,  inflamed  *ihe  indignation 
of  Monimia,  who,  in  a  most  dignified  style 
of  rebuke,  chid  her  for  her  indelicacy  and 
presum.ption,  observing,  that  she  could  have 
no  title  to  take  such  freedoms  with  lodgers 
wliose  punctuality  and  regular  deportment 
left  her  no  room  to  complain.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  animated  reply,  she  underwent  the 
most  deplorable  anguish,  when  she  reflected- 
upon  the  insolence  of  this  woman,  from  whose 
barbarity  she  had  no  resource  ;  and  seeing 
no  other  possibility  of  redress  than  that  of 
appealing  to  the  good  offices  of  Fathom,  she 
conquered  her  reluctance  so  far  as  to  com- 
plain  to  him  of  Madame  la  Mer's  incivility. 

Pleased  with  this  application,  he  gave  her 
to  understand,  with  very  little  ceremony  or 
preamble,  that  it  wholly  depended  upon  her- 
self v.-hether  she  should  continue  to  be  wretch- 
cd,  or  be  delivered  at  once  from  all  her  cares 
and  perplexity ;  that,  notwithstanding  the 
disdain  with  which  she  had  treated  his  ad- 
dresses, he  was  still  ready  to  lay  himself  and 
his  fortune  at  her  feet ;  and  that,  if  she  should 
again  reject  the  disinterested  proposal,  the 
whole  world  and  her  own  conscience  would 
charge  upon  herself  whatever  calamities  sha 
might  be  subjected  to  in  the  sequel.  Inter- 
preting into  a  favourable  hesitation  her 
silence,  which  was  tiie  result  of  wrath  and 
amazement,  he  proceeded  to  throw  himself 
at  her  feet,  and  utter  a  romantic  rhapsody  ; 
in  the  course  of  which,  laying  aside  all  that 
restraint  which  ho  had  hitherto  preserved, 
he  seized  her  delicate  hand,  and  pressed  it 
to  his  lips  ;  nay,  so  f^ir  did  he  forget  himself 
on  this  occasion,  that  he  cauglit  the  fair 
creature  in  his  arms,  and  rudely  ravished  a 
kiss  from  those  lips  which  he  had  before  con- 
tcmplated  with  the  most  distant  reverence 
of  desire. 

Having  thus  broken  down  the  fences  of 
decorum,  and  being  heated  with  transport, 
he,  in  aL  probability,  would  have  acted  the 
part  of  young  Tarquin.  and  violated  by  force 
that  sacred  shrine  of  honour,  beauty,  and 
unblemished  truth,  had  not  the  wrath  kindled 
by  such  an  unexpected  outrafje  inspired  hei 
with  strength  and  spirits  sufficient  to  protec* 
her  virtue,  and  intimidate  the  ruffian  who 
could  offer  violen-^e  to  such  perfection.  She 
broke  from  his  detested  embrace  with  sur- 
prising agility,  and  called  aloud  to  her  land- 
lady for  assistance  ;  but  that  discreet  matrc.» 
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was  resolved  to  licar  notliinij;  and  Ftitlioin's 
appetite  being  whcttod  to  a  most  brutal  de- 
gree of  eagerness, — "  Madam,"  suid  he,  "  all 
opposition  is  in  vain  :  what  you  have  rcftiscd 
to  my  entreaties,  you  sliall  yield  to  my  power ; 
and  I  am  determined  to  force  you  to  your 
own  advantage." 

So  saying,  he  sprung  toward.s  her,  witli 
the  most  savage  and  impious  intent,  when 
this  amiable  heroine  snatching  up  his  sword, 
which  lay  upon  r.  by-table,  and  unsheathing 
it  instantaneously,  presented  the  point  to  his 
breast,  and,  while  her  eyes  glanced  with 
intolerable  keenness, — "  Villain  !"  cried  she, 
"  the  spirit  of  my  father  animates  my  bosom, 
and  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  shall  not  be 
frustrated."  He  was  not  so  much  affected 
by  his  bodily  danger,  as  awe-struck  at  the 
manner  of  her  address,  and  the  appearance 
of  her  aspect,  which  seemed  to  shine  with 
something  supernatural,  and  actually  dis- 
ordered his  whole  faculties,  insomuch  that 
he  retreated  without  attempting  to  make  the 
least  reply  ;  and  she,  having  secured  the  door 
arter  his  departure,  sat  down  to  ponder  upon 
this  shocking  event. 

Words  are  wanting  to  describe  the  accu- 
mulated horrors  that  took  possession  of  her 
mind,  when  she  thus  beheld  all  her  presaging 
fears  realized,  and  found  herself  at  the  mercy 
of  two  wretches,  who  had  now  pulled  otfthc 
mask,  after  having  lost  all  sentiments  of 
humanity.  Common  affliction  was  an  agree- 
able rcvcry  to  what  she  suffered,  deprived 
of  her  i)arents,  exiled  from  her  friends  and 
country,  reduced  to  the  brink  of  wanting  the 
most  indispensable  necessaries  of  life,  in  a 
foreign  land,  where  she  knew  not  one  person 
to  whose  protection  she  could  have  recourse, 
from  the  inexpressible  woes  that  environed 
her:  she  comjdained  to  Heaven  that  her  life 
was  protracted,  for  the  augmentation  of  that 
misery  which  was  already  too  severe  to  be 
endured  ;  for  she  shuddered  at  the  prospect 
of  being  utterly  abandoned  in  the  last  stage 
of  mortality,  without  one  friend  to  close  her 
eyes,  or  do  the  last  offices  of  humanity  to 
her  breathless  corse.  These  were  dreadful 
reflections  to  a  young  lady  who  had  boon 
oorn  to  affluence  and  splendour,  trained  up 
.n  all  the  elegance  of  education,  by  nature 
fraught  with  that  sensibility  which  refines 
the  sentiments  and  ta-te,  and  so  tenderly 
cherished  by  her  indulgent  parents,  that  thnj 
sj[f'ered  not  the  icimls  of  Heaven  to  visit 
her  f(m  too  roughhj. 

Ilaving  passed  the  night  in  such  agony, 
she  rose  at  daybreak,  and,  hearing  tiio  chapel 
bell  toll  fjr  morning  prayc-riM,  resolved  to  go 
to  this  place  of  worship,  in  order  to  implore 
the  assistance  of  Heaven  :  f]\c  no  sooner 
opened  her  cliamber  door  with  this  intent, 
than  she  was  met  by  Madame  la  Mer,  who, 
after  having  professed  her  concern  for  what 
had  happened  over  night,  and  imputed  Mr 
Fathom's  rudeness  to  the  spirit  of  intoxica- 


tion, by  which  she  had  ne^er  before  seen 
him  possessed,  she  endeavoured  to  dissuade 
Monimia  from  her  {)urpose,  by  observing, 
that  her  health  would  bo  prejudiced  by  the 
cold  morning  air;  but  finding  her  doteruiiiied. 
s'lc  insisted  ujjon  accompanying  her  to  chapel 
on  pretence  of  respect,  though,  in  reality, 
with  a  view  to  pre  .out  the  escape  of  hei 
beauteous  lodger.  Thus  attended,  the  hap- 
less mourner  entered  the  ])Iace,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  laudable  hosj)itality  of  England, 
which  is  the  only  country  in  Christendom 
where  a  stranger  is  not  made  welcome  1u 
the  house  of  God,  this  amiable  creature, 
emaciated  and  enfeebled  as  she  was,  must 
have  stood  in  a  common  passage  during  the 
whole  service,  had  not  she  been  perceived 
by  a  humane  gentlewoman,  who,  struck  with 
her  beauty  and  dignified  air,  and  melted  with 
sympathy  at  the  inefiiible  sorrow  which  was 
visible  in  her  countenance,  opened  the  pew 
in  which  she  sat,  and  accommodated  Moni- 
mia and  her  attendant.  If  she  was  capti- 
vated by  her  first  appearance,  she  was  not 
less  affected  by  the  deportment  of  her  fair 
guest,  which  was  the  pattern  of  genuine 
devotion. 

In  a  word,  this  good  lady,  who  was  a  mer- 
chant's widow  in  oj)ulent  circumstances,  wa3 
inflamed  with  a  longing  desire  to  know  and 
befriend  the  amiable  stranger,  who,  after 
service,  turning  about  to  thank  her  for  her 
civility.  Madam  Clement,  with  that  frankness 
which  is  the  result  of  true  benevolence,  told 
her,  she  was  too  much  prepossessed  in  her 
favour  to  let  slip  this  opportunity  of  craving 
her  acquaintance,  and  of  expressing  her  in- 
clination to  alleviate  (if  possible)  that  afflic- 
tion which  was  manifest  in  her  looks. 

Monimia,  overwhelmed  with  gratitude  and 
surprise  at  this  unexpected  address,  gazed 
upon  the  lady  in  silence,  and  when  she  re- 
peated her  tenders  of  service,  could  make  no 
other  reply  to  her  goodness,  than  by  burst- 
ing into  a  flood  of  tears  :  this  was  a  species 
of  eloquence  which  did  not  pass  unregarded 
by  Madam  Clement,  who,  while  her  own 
eyes  were  bedewed  with  the  drops  of  sym- 
pathy and  compassion,  took  the  lovely  orphan 
by  the  hand,  and  led  her,  without  further 
ceremony,  to  her  own  coach,  that  stood  wait- 
ing at  the  door,  whither  they  were  followed 
by  Mrs  la  Mer,  who  was  so  much  confounded 
at  the  adventure,  that  she  made  no  objectiona 
to  the  proposal  of  the  lady,  who  handed  her 
lodger  into  the  carriage  ;  but  retired  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  to  make  Fathom  acquainted 
with  this  unforeseen  event. 

Meanwhile,  the  agitation  of  Monimia  at 
this  providential  deliverance  was  such  as  had 
well  nigh  destroyed  her  tender  tVame.  The 
blood  flushed  and  forsook  her  chocks  by 
turns  ;  she  trembled  from  head  fo  foot,  not- 
withstanding the  consolatory  assurances  of 
Madam  Clement;  and,  without  being  able  to 
utter  one  word,  was  conducted  tc  the  hounc 
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of  tliat  kind  benefactress,  where  the  violence 
of  her  transports  overpowered  her  constitu- 
tion, and  she  stank  down  upon  a  couch  in  a 
fiwoon,  from  which  slie  was  not  easily  re- 
covered. This  affecting  circumstance  aug- 
mented the  pit)',  and  interested  the  curiosity 
of  Madam  Clement,  who  concluded  there  was 
pomething  very  extraordinary  in  the  case  of 
the  stranger  to  produce  these  agonies,  and 
grew  impatient  to  hear  the  particulars  of  her 
story. 

Monimia  no  sooner  retrieved  the  use  of 
her  faculties,  than  looking  around,  and  ob- 
serving with  what  humane  concern  her  new 
hostess  was  employed  in  effecting  her  re- 
covery,— "  Is  this,"  said  she,  "  a  flattering 
illusion  of  the  brain?  or  ami  really  under  the 
protection  of  some  beneficent  being,  whom 
Heaven  hath  inspired  with  generosity  to 
rescue  a  hapless  stranger  from  the  most 
forlorn  state  of  misery  and  woe  1"  Her  voice 
was  at  all  times  ravishingly  sweet;  and  this 
exclamation  was  pronounced  with  such  pa- 
thetic fervour,  that  Madam  Clement  clasped 
lier  in  her  arms,  and,  kissing  her  with  all  the 
eagerness  of  maternal  affection, — "  Yes," 
cried  she,  "  fair  creature.  Heaven  hath  be- 
Ktowed  upon  me  a  hevt  to  compassionate, 
and  power,  I  hope,  to  lighten  the  burden  of 
your  sorrows." 

She  then  prevailed  upon  her  to  take  some 
nourishment  and  afterwards  to  recount  the 
particulars  of  her  fate ;  a  task  she  performed 
with  such  accuracy  and  candour,  that  Madam 
Clement,  far  from  suspecting  her  sincerity, 
saw  truth  and  conviction  in  every  circum- 
stance of  her  tale  ;  and  having  condoled  her 
misfortunes,  entreated  her  to  forget  them,  or 
at  least  look  upon  herself  as  one  sheltered 
under  the  care  and  tuition  of  a  person  whose 
study  it  would  be  to  supply  her  want  of  na- 
tural parents.  This  would  have  been  a  happy 
vicissitude  of  fortune,  had  it  not  arrived  too 
late  ;  but  such  a  sudden  unlooked-for  transi- 
tion not  only  disordered  the  faculties  of  poor 
Monimia's  mind,  but  also  overpowered  the 
organs  of  licr  body,  already  fatigued  and  en- 
feebled by  the  distresses  she  had  undergone  ; 
so  that  she  was  taken  ill  of  a  fever  that  same 
night,  and  became  delirious  before  morning, 
when  a  physician  was  called  to  her  assist- 
ance. 

While  this  gentleman  was  in  the  house. 
Madam  Clement  was  visited  by  Fathom,  who, 
after  having  complained,  in  the  most  insin- 
uating manner,  that  she  had  encouraged  his 
v/ife  to  abandon  her  duty,  told  her  a  plausible 
Etory  of  his  first  acquaintance  with  Monimia, 
and  his  marriage  at  the  Fleet,  which,  he  .■?aid, 
}ip  was  ready  to  prove  by  the  evidence  of  the 
clergyman  who  joined  them,  and  that  of  Mrs 
la  Mer,  who  was  present  at  the  ceremony. 
The  good  lady,  although  a  little  stagtjered  at 
'ho  genteel  appearance  and  engaging  address 
iif  C  lis  .stranger,  could  not  prevail  upon  her- 
Rolf    ■)  believe  that  she  had  been  imposed 


upon  by  her  fair  lodger,  who  by  this  time  liacJ 
given  too  convincing  a  proof  of  her  sincerity 
nevertheless,  in  order  to  prevent  any  dispute 
that  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  health  or 
recovery  of  Monimia,  she  gave  him  to  under- 
stand, that  she  would  not  at  present  enter 
upon  the  merits  of  the  cause,  but  only  assure 
him,  that  the  young  lady  wo.s  actually  bei-ofl 
of  her  senses,  and  in  imminent  danger  of  he; 
life  ;  for  the  truth  of  which  as.sertions  she 
v/ould  appeal  to  his  own  ob:-:ervation,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  physician,  who  was  then  em- 
ployed in  writing  a  prescription  for  the  cure 
of  her  disease. 

So  saying,  she  conducted  him  into  the 
chamber,  where  he  beheld  the  hapless  virgin 
stretched  upon  a  sick-bed,  panting  under  the 
violence  of  a  distemper  too  mighty  for  her 
weakly  frame,  her  hair  dishevelled,  and  dis- 
composure in  her  looks;  all  the  roses  of  hei 
youth  were  faded,  yet  all  the  graces  of  her 
beauty  were  not  fled ;  she  retained  that  sweet- 
ness  and  symmetry,  v.hich  death  itself  could 
not  destroy ;  and  though  her  discourse  was 
incoherent,  her  voice  v/as  still  musical,  re- 
sembling those  feathered  songsters  who  war- 
ble their  native  wild-notes  wild. 

Fathom,  as  upon  all  other  occasions,  so  on 
this,  did  behave  like  an  inimitable  actor;  ho 
ran  to  the  bed-side  with  all  the  trepidation 
of  a  distracted  lover:  he  fell  upon  his  knees, 
and,  while  the  tears  rolled  dovv'n  his  cheeks, 
imprinted  a  thousand  kisses  on  the  soft  hand 
of  Monimia,  who,  regarding  him  with  a  lack- 
lustre and  undistinguishing  eye, — "  Alas, 
Renaldo,"  said  she,  "  we  were  born  to  be 
unhappy."  "  Would  to  Heaven  !"  cried  Fer- 
dinand, in  a  transport  of  grief,  "the  wretch 
Renaldo  had  never  been  born  !  that  is  the 
villain  who  seduced  the  affection  of  this  un- 
fortunate woman.  I  admitted  the  traitor  into 
my  friendship  and  confidence,  relieved  him 
in  his  necessities,  and,  like  t!ie  ungrateful 
viper,  he  hath  stung  the  very  bosom  that 
cherished  him  in  his  distress."  Then  Ya 
proceeded  to  inform  Madam  Clement  how  he 
had  delivered  that  same  Renaldo  from  prison, 
maintained  him  afierwards  at  a  great  ex- 
pense, and  at  length  furnished  him  with  a 
Bum  of  money  and  proper  credentials  to  sup- 
port his  interest  at  the  court  of  Vienna. 

Having  finished  this  detail,  he  asked  the 
physician's  sentiments  of  his  wife's  distem- 
per; and,  being  told  that  her  life  was  in  ex- 
treme jeopardy,  begged  he  would  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  in  her  behalf,  and  even 
made  him  a  tender  of  an  extraordinary  fee, 
which  was  refused  :  he  also  thanked  Madam 
Clement  for  her  charity  and  benevolence  to- 
wards a  stranger,  and  took  his  leave  witfa 
many  polite  professions  of  gratitude  and  es- 
teem. He  had  no  sooner  quitted  the  house, 
than  the  physician,  who  was  a  humane  man 
and  a  foreigner,  began  to  caution  the  lady 
ai,fainst  his  insinuations,  observing,  that  somw 
circumstances   of  the  story  concerning  R>' 


ADVENTIRES  OF  FERDINAND  COUNT  FATHOM. 


481 


I 


naldo  were,  to  his  particuhir  knowledge,  con- 
trary to  truth  ;  for  that  lie  himself  had  been 
applied  to  ibr  letters  of  recommendation  in 
behalf  of  Count  Melvil,  by  a  Jew  merchant 
of  ills  acquaintance,  who  had  supplied  the 
young  gentleman  with  money  sufficient  for 
Lis  occasions,  in  consequence  of  a  miiuito 
inquiry  he  had  made  into  the  character  of 
Renaldo,  who  was,  by  all  reports,  a  youth  of 
strict  honour  and  untainted  morals. 

Madam  Clement,  thus  cautioned,  entered 
into  deliberation  with  her  own  thoughts,  and 
comparing  the  particulars  of  this  account 
with  those  of  Monimia's  own  story,  she  con- 
cluded that  Fathom  was  the  very  traitor  he 
himself  had  described  ;  and  that  he  had,  by 
abusing  the  confidence  of  both,  effected  a 
fatal  breach  between  two  innocent  and  de- 
serving lovers.  She  accordingly  looked  upon 
him  with  horror  and  detestation  ;  but  never- 
theless resolved  to  treat  him  with  civility  in 
the  mean  time,  that  the  poor  young  lady 
might  not  be  disturbed  in  her  last  moments  ; 
for  she  had  now  lost  all  hopes  of  her  recovery. 
Yet  the  fever  abated,  and  in  two  days  she 
retrieved  the  use  of  her  reason  ;  though  the 
distemper  had  affected  her  lungs,  and  she  was 
in  all  appearance  doomed  to  linger  a  few 
weeks  longer  in  a  consumption. 

Fathom  was  punctual  in  his  visitation, 
though  never  admitted  into  her  presence  after 
the  delirium  vanished  ;  and  he  had  the  op- 
portunity of  seeing  her  conveyed  in  a  chariot 
to  Kensington  Gravel-pits,  a  place  which 
may  be  termod  the  last  stage  of  many  a 
mortal  peregrination.  He  now  implicitly  be- 
lieved that  death  would  in  a  few  days  baffle 
all  his  designs  upon  the  unfortunate  Moni- 
mia ;  and  foreseeing  that  as  he  had  owned 
himself  her  husband,  he  might  be  obliged  to 
defray  the  expense  incurred  by  her  sickness 
and  burial,  he  very  prudently  intermitted  in 
his  visits,  and  had  recourse  to  the  intelli- 
gence of  liio  auxiliary. 

As  for  Monimia,  she  approached  the  goal 
of  life,  not  simply  with  resignation,  but  with 
rapture  ;  she  enjoyed  in  tranquillity  the  con- 
versation of  her  kind  benefactress,  who  never 
stirred  from  her  apartment ;  she  was  blessed 
\vith  the  spiritual  consolation  of  a  worthy 
clergyman,  who  removed  all  her  religious 
scruples  :  and  s!ie  congratulated  herself  on 
the  near  prospect  of  that  land  of  peace  where 
sorrow  is  not  knov/n. 

At  length  Mrs  la  Mer  gave  notice  to  our 
adventurer  of  this  amiable  young  lady's  de- 
cease, and  the  time  fixed  for  the  interment : 
upon  which  these  two  virtuous  associates 
took  possession  of  a  place,  from  whence  they 
could,  unperceived,  behold  the  funeral.  He 
must  have  a  hard  heart,  who  without  any 
emotion  of  pity,  cai  see  the  last  offices  per- 
formed to  a  young  creature  cut  off  in  the 
flower  of  youth  and  beauty,  even  though  he 
knows  not  her  name,  and  is  an  utter  stranger 
to  her  virtues.     How  callous,  then,  must  the 


soul  of  that  wretch  have  been,  who,  withoiu 
a  symptom  of  remorse  or  concern,  saw  tho 
sable  hearse  adorned  with  white  plumes,  aa 
emblems  of  Monimia's  purity,  pass  before 
him,  while  her  incomparable  merit  stood  full 
in  his  remembrance,  and  he  knew  himself  the 
wicked  cause  of  her  untimely  fate! 

Pciiidious  wretch!  thy  crimes  turn  out  so 
atrocious,  that  I  half  repent  ii.e  of  liaving 
undertaken  to  record  thy  memoirs ;  yet  sucF. 
monsters  ought  to  be  exhibited  to  ])ublic  view 
that  mankind  may  be  upon  tlicir  guard  agains* 
imposture  ;  that  the  world  may  see  how  fraud 
is  apt  to  overshoot  itself;  and  that  as  virtue, 
though  it  may  suffer  for  a  while,  will  triumph 
in  the  end,  so  iniquity,  though  it  may  prosper 
for  a  season,  will  at  last  be  overtaken  by  that 
punishment  and  disgrace  which  are  its  due. 


CHAPTER  L. 

Fathom  shifts  the  scene,  and  appears  in  a 
new  character. 

Fathom's  expectations  with  respect  to  the 
fair  orphan  having  thus  proved  abortive,  he 
lost  no  time  in  bewailing  his  miscarriage, 
but  had  immediate  recourse  to  other  mean.? 
of  improving  his  small  fortune,  which  at  this 
period  amounted  to  near  two  hundred  pounds. 
Whatever  inclination  he  had  to  resume  the 
character  he  had  formerly  borne  in  the  polite 
world,  he  durst  not  venture  to  launch  out 
again  into  the  expense  necessary  to  maintain 
that  station,  because  his  former  resources 
were  now  stopped,  and  all  the  people  of 
fashion  by  tliis  time  convinced  of  his  being 
a  needy  adventurer.  Nevertheless,  he  re- 
solved to  sound  the  sentiments  of  his  old 
friends  at  a  distance,  and  judge,  from  the 
reception  he  should  meet  with,  how  far  he 
might  presume  upon  their  countenance  and 
favour;  for  he  rightly  supposed,  that,  if  he 
could  in  any  shape  contribute  to  their  interest 
or  amusement,  they  would  easily  forgive  his 
former  pretensions  to  quality,  arrogant  as 
they  were,  and  still  entertain  him  on  the  foot- 
ing of  a  necessary  acquaintance. 

With  this  view,  he  one  day  presented  him- 
self at  court  in  a  very  gay  suit  of  clothes, 
and  bowed  at  a  distance  to  many  of  his  old 
fashionable  friends  of  both  sexes,  not  one  of 
whom  favoured  him  with  any  other  notice 
than  that  of  a  quarter  courtesy,  or  slight 
inclination  of  the  head;  for  by  this  time  tlie 
few  that  remembered  him  knew  from  what 
retirement  he  now  emerged,  and  avoided  him 
accordingly  as  the  jail  infection  ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  those  who  had  cultivated  him 
in  the  zenith  of  his  fortune  were  now  utter 
strangers  to  his  person,  which  they  had  ac- 
tually forgot,  amidst  the  succession  of  novel- 
ties  that  surrounded  them:  or,  if  they  did 
recollect  his  name,  it  was  remembered  as  an 
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old  fasliion,  which  had  been  many  months  out 
of  date. 

Notwithstanding  these  mortitying  dis- 
couragements, our  hero,  that  same  evening, 
eirccted  a  lodgement  in  a  certain  gaming- 
house not  far  from  St  James's  ;  and  as  he 
played  pretty  high,  and  made  a  paradQ  of  liis 
ready  money,  he  was  soon  recognised  by 
divers  persons  of  consequence,  who  cordially 
v.clcomcd  him  to  England,  on  pretence  of 
believing  he  had  been  abroad,  and  with  great 
complacency  repeated  their  former  profess- 
ions of  friendship.  Thougli  this  was  a  cer- 
tain way  of  retaining  the  favour  of  those 
^\orthies,  while  his  linances  continued  to 
flourish,  and  his  payments  were  prompt,  he 
knew  the  weakness  of  his  funds  too  well,  to 
tliiuk  they  could  bear  the  vicissitudes  of 
play ;  and  the  remembrance  of  the  two  British 
knights  who  had  spoiled  him  at  Paris,  hung 
over  his  imagination  with  the  most  frightful 
nresaoes:  besides,  he  perceived  that  "■aminrr 
was  now  managed  in  sucii  a  manner,  as  ren- 
dered skill  and  dexterity  of  no  advantage  ; 
f  )r  the  spirit  of  play  having  overspread  the 
land,  like  a  pestilence,  raged  to  such  a  degree 
of  madness  and  desperation,  that  the  unhappy 
people  who  were  infected,  laid  aside  all 
thoughts  of  amusement,  economy,  or  caution, 
and  risked  their  fortunes  upon  issues  equally 
extravagant,  childish,  and  absurd. 

The  whole  mystery  of  the  art  was  reduced 
to  the  simple  exercise  of  tossing  up  a  guinea, 
and  the  lust  of  laying  wagers,  which  they 
i:;dulged  to  a  surprising  pitch  of  ridiculous 
intemperance.  In  one  corner  of  the  room 
inighc  be  heard  a  pair  of  lordlings  running 
their  grandmothers  against  each  other,  that 
is,  betting  sums  on  the  longest  liver  ;  in  ano- 
ther, the  success  of  the  wager  depended  upon 
the  sex  of  the  landlady's  next  child  ;  and  one 
of  the  waiters  happening  to  drop  down  in  an 
apoplectic  fit,  a  certain  noble  peer  exclaim- 
ed,— "  Dead,  for  a  thousand  pounds."  The 
i:iiallenge  was  immediately  accepted,  and 
when  the  master  of  the  house  sent  for  a  sur- 
geon to  attempt  a  cure,  the  noblemai".  who 
set  the  price  upon  the  patient's  head,  insisted 
u;)on  his  being  left  to  the  ctforts  of  nature 
alone,  otherwise  the  wager  should  bo  void: 
n:iy,  when  the  landlord  harped  upon  the  loss 
hi;  should  sustain  by  the  death  of  a  trusty 
si-rvant,  his  lordship  obviated  the  objection, 
i)y  desiring  that  the  fellow  might  be  charged 
in  the  bill. 

Ill  short,  the  rage  of  gaming  seemed  to 
have  devoured  all  their  other  faculties,  and 
Id  have  equalled  the  rash  enthusiasm  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Malacca,  in  the  East  Indies, 
who  are  so  possessed  with  tiiat  pernicious 
spirit,  that  they  sacrifice  to  it  not  only  their 
fortunes,  but  also  their  wives  and  ciiildren  ; 
and  then  letting  their  hair  down  upon  their 
shoulders,  in  imitation  of  the  ancient  Lace- 
demonians when  they  devoted  themselves  to 
ileath,  those  wretches  unsheath  their  daggers. 


and  murder  every  living  creature  in  theii 
way.  In  this,  however,  they  dilTer  from  the 
gamesters  of  our  country,  who  never  find 
their  senses,  until  they  liave  lost  their  for- 
tunes, and  beggared  their  families  ;  whereas 
the  Malays  never  run  a  muckf  but  in  conse 
quence  of  misery  and  despair. 

Such  are  the  amusements,  or  rather  such 
is  the  continual  employment  of  those  hope- 
ful youths  who  are  destined  by  birth  to  be 
the  judges  of  our  property,  and  pillars  of  our 
constitution  :  such  are  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  those  patriots  who  planned,  and 
those  heroes  who  maintained,  the  laws  and 
freedom  of  their  country ;  who  were  the  pa- 
trons of  merit,  the  fathers  of  the  poor,  the 
terror  of  vice  and  immorality,  and  at  once 
the  ornaments  and  support  of  a  happy  nation. 

Our  adventurer  considered  all  these  cir- 
cumstances with  his  wonted  sagacity,  and, 
seeing  upon  what  precarious  footing  he  nmst 
stand,  sliould  lie  rank  himself  with  such 
society,  he  wisely  came  to  the  resolution  of 
descending  one  step  in  the  degrees  of  life, 
and  of  taking  upon  him  the  title  of  physician, 
under  which  he  did  not  despair  of  insinuating 
himself  into  the  pockets  of  his  patients,  and 
into  the  secrets  of  private  families,  so  as  to 
acquire  a  comfortable  share  of  practice,  or 
captivate  the  heart  of  some  heiress  cr  rich 
widow,  whose  fortune  would  at  once  render 
him  independent  and  happy. 

After  this  determination,  his  next  care  was 
to  concert  measures  for  his  first  appearance 
in  this  new  character;  well  knowing  that 
the  success  of  a  physician,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, depends  upon  the  external  equipage  in 
which  he  first  declares  himself  an  adept  in 
the  healmg  art.  He  first  of  all  procured  a 
lew  books  on  the  subject  of  medicine,  which 
he  studied  with  great  attention  dining  the 
remaining  part  of  the  winter  and  spring,  and 
repaired  to  Tunbridge  with  the  first  of  the 
season,  where  he  appeared  in  the  uniform  of 
iEsculapius,  namely,  a  plain  suit,  full  trimmed, 
with  a  voluminous  tie-periwiur ;  believing, 
that,  in  this  ])lace,  he  might  glide,  as  it  were, 
imperceptibly  into  the  fimctions  of  his  new 
employment,  and  gradually  accustom  himself 
to  the  method  and  form  of  prescription. 

A  man  so  well  known  in  the  gay  world 
could  not  be  supposed  to  elTect  sucii  a  trans- 
formation without  being  observed  ;  and  there- 
fore, in  order  to  anlicii)ate  the  censure  and 
ridicule  of  those  who  might  bo  tempted  to 
make  themselves  merry  at  his  expense,  he, 
on  his  arrival  at  the  wells,  repaired  to  the 
shop  of  an  apothecary,  and  calling  for  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  wrote  a  prescription,  which 
he  desired  might  be  innnediately  made  up. 
While  this  was  doing  by  the  servant,  he  was 
invited  into  a  parlour  by  the  master,  with 
whom  he  entered  into  conversation  touching 
the  properties  of  the  Tunbridge  water,  which 
seemed  to  iiave  been  his  particular  study; 
I  and  indeed  he  had  perused  Rouzee's  ireat'sf* 
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on  that  Bubject  with  iiidofatiixaljle  assiduity- 
From  uiis  tiiouie,  lie  made  dij,'rest^iuii3  into 
otiier  pi'irts  ofniedicino,  upon  wliich  ho  spoke 
with  8iich  plausible  elocution,  that  tiie  apothe- 
cary, whose  Ivuowledge  in  that  art  was  not 
very  profound,  looiccd  U|)on  hiui  as  a  physi- 
cian of  fjreat  learning  and  e.\peri(;nce,  and 
ninted  a  desire  of  knowing  Ins  name  and 
situation. 

Fathom  accordingly  gave  liim  to  under- 
stand, that  he  had  studied  physic,  and  had 
taken  his  degrees  at  Padua,  rallier  lor  his 
amusement,  tlian  with  any  view  of  exercising 
medicine,  as  he  tlien  could  not  possibly  fore- 
see the  misfortunes  which  had  since  hap- 
pened to  his  family,  and  by  which  he  was 
now  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  a  profess- 
ion tliat  was  very  much  beneatli  the  expecta- 
tions of  liis  birth.  Yet  he  bore  his  disap- 
pointments with  resignation,  and  even  good 
humour,  and  blessed  his  stars  for  having 
inclined  him  to  the  study  of  any  branch  of 
knowledge  by  which  he  might  be  enabled  to 
laugh  at  the  vicissitudes  of  Ibrtunc.  He  then 
observed,  that  he  had  ])ractised  with  some 
applause  at  the  hot  well  near  Bristol,  before 
he  thought  he  should  be  ever  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  taking  a  fee  ;  and  tiiat,  in  all 
probability,  his  metamorphosis,  when  known, 
would  furnish  matter  of  surprise  and  merri- 
ment to  some  of  his  old  acquaintance. 

The  apothecary  was  equally  struck  with 
his  polite  address,  and  pleased  with  his  agree- 
able discourse :  he  consoled  him  for  the  mis- 
fortunes of  his  family,  by  assuring  him,  that 
ni  Pingland  nothing  could  be  more  honourable, 
or  indeed  profitable,  tJian  the  character  of  a 
physician,  provided  ho  could  once  wriggle 
nimself  into  practice  ;  and  insinuated,  that, 
although  he  was  restricted  by  certain  engage- 
ments with  other  persons  of  the  faculty,  ho 
should  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  show  his 
regard  for  Doctor  Fathom.  This  was  a  very 
effectual  method  which  our  hero  look  to 
intimate  his  new  character  to  the  public. 
By  the  industry  and  communicative  disposi- 
tion of  the  apothecary,  it  was  circulated  in 
half  a  day  through  every  family  in  the  place  ; 
and,  ne.\t  morning,  when  Ferdinand  appear- 
ed, the  company  forthwith  assembled  in  se- 
j)arate  groups,  and  from  each  knot  he  heard 
his  name  reverberated  in  a  whisper. 

Having  thus  announced  himself  to  all 
R'hom  it  might  concern,  and  allowed  the  la- 
dies  two  days  to  discuss  the  merit  of  his 
transfiguration,  together  with  the  novelty  of 
the  case,  he  ventured  to  sa'ute,  at  a  distance. 
a  lady  and  her  daughter,  who  had  been  his 
patients  at  the  hot  well;  and  althougli  they 
honoured  his  bow  with  the  return  of  a  sliglit 
courtesy,  they  gave  him  not  the  least  encou- 
ragement to  make  a  nearer  approach.  Not- 
withstanding this  rebuff,  he  concluded,  that 
should  the  health  of  either  come  m  question, 
they  would  renew  their  application  to  his 
pkiU,  and  what  was  refused  by  their  pride, 
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would    be    granted    by    their    ap])rcheiisioii 
Here,  however,  he  haiipcned  to  lie  misttiken. 

The  young  lady  being  seized  with  a  violent 
headacn  and  palpitation,  her  mother  desired 
the  apothecary  to  recommend  a  physician; 
and  the  person  with  whom  he  was  contracted 
being  at  tiiat  lime  absent,  he  proposed  Doctor 
Fatliom  as  a  man  of  great  ability  and  discre- 
tion ;  but  the  good  lady  rejected  the  proposal 
with  disdain,  because  she  had  formerly  known 
hiui  in  tiie  character  of  a  count — though  that 
very  character  was  the  cliief  reason  that  had 
liien  induced  her  to  crave  his  advice. 

Such  is  the  caprice  of  the  world  in  general, 
that  whatever  bears  the  tiice  of  novelty  cap- 
tivates, or  rather  bewitches,  the  imagina- 
tion, and  confounds  tiie  ideas  of  reason  and 
common  sense.  If,  for  example,  a  scullion, 
from  the  clinking  of  pewter,  shall  conceive 
a  taste  for  the  clinking  of  rhyme,  and  make 
shift  to  bring  together  twenty  syllables,  so 
as  tliat  tiio  tenth  and  last  shall  have  the  like 
ending,  the  composition  is  immediately  ex 
tolled  as  a  miracle  ;  and  what  appeals  to  the 
admiration  is  not  the  wit,  the  elegance,  or 
jx)etry  of  the  work,  but  the  uncultivated  talent 
and  iiumble  station  of  the  author.  A  reader 
does  not  exclaim, — "  What  a  delicate  senti- 
ment !  what  a  beautiful  simile  !  what  easy 
and  musical  versilication !" — but  cries  in 
rai)ture, — "  Heavens  !  what  a  prodigy  !  a 
poet  from  tlie  scullery!  a  muse  in  livery  I 
or,  Apollo  with  a  trowel !"  The  public  is 
astonished  into  liberality — the  scullion  eata 
from  those  trenchers  he  scoured  before— 
the  footman  is  admitted  into  the  coach  be- 
hind which  he  was  wont  to  stand — and  the 
bricklayer,  instead  of  plastering  walls,  be- 
daubs his  illustrious  'patron  with  the  mortar 
of  his  praise.  Thus  lifted  into  a  higher 
sphere,  their  talents  receive  cultivation  ;  they 
become  professed  bards ;  and  though  their 
subsequent  works  bear  evident  marks  of  im- 
provement, they  are  neglected  among  the 
rest  of  their  brethren,  because  that  novelty 
which  recommended  them  in  the  ben-inning 
no  longer  remains. 

So  it  fared  with  our  adventurer  in  his  new 
occupation.  There  was  somothing  so  ex- 
traordinary in  a  nobleman's  understanding 
medicine,  and  so  uncommon  in  a  physician's 
prescribing  gratis,  that  the  cnviosity  and 
admiration  of  the  company  at  Bristol  were 
engaged,  and  they  followed  his  advice,  as 
the  direction  of  some  supernalural  intelli- 
gence :  but,  now  that  he  professed  Jitmseif 
one  of  the  faculty,  and  miglit  be  supposed  to 
have  refreshed  his  memory,  and  reinforced 
his  knowledge  for  the  occasion,  he  was  as 
much  overlooked  as  any  other  physician  un- 
supported by  interest  or  cabal ;  or,  at  least, 
the  notice  he  attracted  was  not  at  all  to  the 
advantage  of  his  character,  because  it  wholly 
regarded  the  decline  of  his  fortune,  which  is 
a  never-failing  fund  of  disgrace. 

These  mortifications  did  not  overcome  th« 
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patience  and  perseverance  of  Fathom,  who 
foresaw,  that  the  soothing  hand  of  time  would 
cast  a  veil  of  oblivion  over  those  scenes  which 
were  remembered  to  his  prejudice  ;  and  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  though  he  was  excluded 
from  the  private  parties  of  the  fair  sex,  in 
which  his  main  hope  of  success  was  placed, 
he  should  be  able  to  insinuate  himself  into 
Bome  degree  of  favour  and  practice  among 
lie  male,  patients  ;  and  some  lucky  cure,  pro- 
erly  displayed,  might  be  the  means  of  pro- 
pagating his  fame,  and  banishing  that  reserve 
which  at  present  interfered  with  his  purpose. 
Accordingly,  it  was  not  long  before  he  found 
means  to  break  that  spell  of  universal  preju- 
dice that  hedged  him  in.  At  the  ordinary 
which  he  frequented,  his  polite  carriage, 
facetious  remarks,  and  agreeable  stories, 
soon  conciliated  the  regard  of  his  fellow- 
guests,  among  whom  he  sometimes  rallied 
his  own  transformation  with  singular  good 
humour  and  success  :  he  was  even  witty  upon 
his  want  of  employment,  and  used  to  observe, 
that  a  physician  without  practice  had  one 
comfort  to  whicli  liis  brethren  were  stran- 
gers, namely,  that  the  seldomer  he  had  occa- 
sion to  prescribe,  the  less  he  had  upon  his 
conscience,  on  account  of  being  accessory 
to  the  death  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

Nothing  so  effectually  blunts  the  Khafls  of 
ridicule,  and  defeats  the  aims  of  slander,  as 
this  method  of  anticipation.  In  spite  of  the 
arrows  that  were  levelled  against  his  repu- 
tation from  every  tea-table  at  Tunbridge,  he 
made  his  party  good  among  almost  all  the 
gay  young  gentlemen  that  frequented  the 
place  :  far  from  avoiding  his  company,  they 
began  to  court  his  conversation,  and  he  was 
commonly  seen  in  the  walks  surrounded  with 
a  group  of  admirers. 

Having  thus  paved  the  way  for  a  total  re- 
moval of  the  invidious  prepossession  that 
obstructed  his  views,  ho,  one  night,  while 
every  person  was  lulled  in  the  arms  of  re- 
pose, and  universal  silence  prevailed,  tuned 
liis  violin,  and  began  to  play  some  masterly 
airs,  in  a  tone  so  uncommonly  expressive, 
and  with  such  ravishing  dexteritv  of  execu- 
tion, that  a  certain  lady,  who  lodged  in  the 
same  house,  being  waked  by  the  music,  and 
ignorant  of  the  source  from  which  it  flowed, 
listened  with  rapture,  as  to  the  harp  of  an 
angel ;  and  wrapping  herself  in  a  loose  gown, 
xuse  and  opened  her  chamber-door,  in  order 
to  discover  in  what  apartment  the  musician 
resided.  She  no  sooner  entered  the  passage, 
than  she  found  her  fellow-lodgers  already 
assembled  on  the  same  occasion ;  and  there 
they  remained  during  the  best  part  of  the 
night,  transported  by  the  harmony  which  our 
hero  produced. 

Doctor  Fathom  was  immediately  known 
to  be  the  author  of  this  entertainment,  and 
thus  retrieved  the  benefit  of  that  admiration 
rhich  lie  had  forfeited  by  appearing  in  the 


shape  of  a  physician.  For,  as  people  had 
formerly  wondered  to  see  a  ccunt  skilled  in 
medicine,  they  were  now  amazed  to  find  a 
physician  such  a  master  in  music. 

The  good  effects  of  this  stratagem  were 
almost  instantaneous.  His  performance  be- 
came the  topic  of  discourse  a^iongall  the  tash- 
ionablc  company:  his  male  friends  compli. 
mented  him  from  the  information  of  the  othei 
sex ;  and  that  lady  whom  he  had  regaled,  in- 
stead of  that  shyness  and  disdain  with  which 
she  used  to  receive  his  salutation,  at  their  very 
ne.xt  meetmg  in  the  thoroughfare,  returned 
his  bow  with  marks  of  profound  respect. 
Nay,  at  midnight,  she,  with  the  rest,  took 
post  in  the  same  place  where  they  had  been 
stationed  before  ;  and,  by  frequent  tittering 
and  repeated  whispers,  gave  intimation  to 
Fathom,  that  they  would  be  glad  of  a  second 
serenade.  But  he  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  human  passions  to  indulge  this  their 
desire ;  it  was  his  interest  to  inflame  their 
impatience,  rather  than  to  gratify  their  ex- 
pectation ;  and  therefore  he  tantalized  them 
for  some  hours,  by  tuning  his  violin,  and 
playing  some  flourishes,  which,  however, 
produced  nothing  to  fulfil  their  wishes. 

At  the  ordinary,  he  was  accosted  by  a 
gentleman,  a  lodger  in  the  same  house,  who 
assured  him,  that  the  ladies  would  take  it  as 
a  great  favour  if  he  would  let  them  know 
when  he  intended  to  amuse  himself  again 
with  his  instrument,  that  they  might  not,  by 
falling  asleep  beforehand,  deprive  themselves 
of  the  pleasure  of  hearing  his  music.  To 
this  message  he  replied,  with  an  air  of  con- 
sequence and  reserve,  that,  though  music 
was  not  the  art  he  professed,  he  should  be 
always  complaisant  enough  to  entertain  tho 
ladies  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  when  their 
commands  were  signified  to  him  in  a  manner 
suited  to  his  character ;  but  that  he  would 
never  put  himself  on  the  footing  of  an  itine- 
rant harper,  whose  music  is  tolerated  through 
the  medium  of  a  board  partition.  The  gen- 
tleman having  reported  this  answer  to  his 
constituents,  they  empowered  him  to  invite 
Doctor  Fathom  to  breakfast,  and  he  was 
next  morning  introduced  with  the  usual  cere- 
mony, and  treated  with  uncommon  regard 
by  all  the  females  of  the  house,  assembled 
for  his  reception. 

Havingthus  broken  the  ice  of  their  aversion 
in  one  part,  so  as  that  the  beams  of  his  per- 
sonal accomplishments  had  room  to  operate, 
he  soon  effected  a  general  thaw  in  liis  favour, 
and  found  himself  growing  once  more  into 
request  among  the  most  amiable  part  of  the 
creation.  His  company  was  rovtjted,  and 
his  taste  consulted,  in  their  balls,  concerts, 
and  private  assemblies  ;  and  he  recompensed 
the  regard  they  paid  to  him  with  an  incess- 
ant exertion  of  his  agreeable  talents,  polite- 
ness, and  good  humour. 
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CHAPTER  LI. 

Triii/nphs  over  a  medical  rivtil. 

\'XT,  \n  llic  midst  of  all  this  attention,  his 
medical  capacity  seemed  to  be  quite  forgot. 
They  respected  his  good  breeding,  were 
charmed  witli  his  voice,  and  admired  tlie 
tine  touches  of  his  hand  upon  ti>e  violin  ;  but 
in  cultivating  the  tiddler,  they  utterly  neg- 
lected the  physician ;  and  in  vain  did  he 
attempt  to  divide  their  regard,  by  taking  all 
opportunities  to  turn  tlie  conversation  into  a 
more  interesting  channel.  It  was  to  little 
purpose  he  endeavoured  to  arouse  the  won- 
der of  his  audience  witii  frequent  descriptions 
of  portentous  maladies  and  amazing  cures 
he  had  seen  and  pertbrmed  in  the  course  of 
his  study  and  practice  abroad  :  and  to  no 
eflect  did  he  publicly  busy  himself  in  making 
experiments  on  the  mineral  water,  in  which 
he  pretended  to  have  made  several  new  and 
important  discoveries.  These  efforts  did 
not  make  a  lasting  impression  upon  the  minds 
of  the  company  ;  because  they  saw  nothing 
surprising  in  a  physician's  being  acquainted 
with  all  the  mysteries  of  his  art ;  and,  as  their 
custom  was  already  bespoken  for  others  of 
the  profession,  whom  it  was  their  interest  to 
employ,  our  adventurer  might  have  starved 
in  the  midst  of  the  caresses  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, had  not  he  derived  considerable  advan- 
tage from  a  lucky  accident  in  the  course  of 
his  expectancy. 

A  gentlewoman's  daughter,  of  a  weakly 
constitution,  by  drinking  the  waters,  had  so 
far  recovered  her  healtli  and  complexion  as 
to  allure  the  affection  of  a  young  squire  in 
the  neighbourhood,  who  amused  her  for  some 
time  with  his  addresses,  until  his  heart  was 
seduced  by  the  charms  of  another  young  lady 
lately  arrived  at  the  wells.  The  forsaken 
nymph,  shocked  at  this  disgrace  and  morti- 
fication, relapsed  into  her  former  lang-uisliing 
disorder,  and  was  by  her  mother  put  under 
the  management  and  prescription  of  a  phy- 
sician, who  had  been  an  industrious  enemy 
of  Fathom  from  his  first  appearance  at  Tun- 
oridge.  The  patient,  though  violently  cha- 
grined at  the  levity  of  her  quondam  admirer, 
was  not  altogether  without  hope,  that  the 
very  same  inconstancy  which  had  prompted 
him  to  leave  her,  might  in  time  induce  him 
to  return,  after  the  novelty  of  his  new  passion 
should  be  worn  off;  and  this  hope  served  to 
support  her  under  tlie  sorrow  and  disgrace 
cf  her  disappointment.  At  length,  however, 
the  squire  and  his  new  mistress  disappeared, 
and  some  busy-body  was  officious  enough  to 
communicate  this  piece  of  news  to  the  for- 
lorn shepherdfess,  with  this  additional  cir- 
cumstance, that  they  were  gone  to  a  neigh- 
Douring  parish  to  be  joined  in  the  bands  of 
wedlock. 

These  fatal  tidings  were  no  sooner  im- 


parted to  the  abandoned  Phyllis,  than  she 
was  seized  with  an  hysteric  fit ;  and,  wliat 
rendered  the  accident  more  unfortunate,  her 
physician  liad  been  called  to  the  countrv, 
and  was  ^lut  expected  at  Tunbridge  till  next 
day.  The  apothecary  was  immediately  sum- 
moned ;  and,  being  either  puzzled  by  tiie 
symptoms,  or  afraid  of  encroaching  upon  the 
province  of  his  su|)eriors,  advised  the  old 
lady  to  send  for  Doctor  Fathom  without 
delay.  She  had  no  other  objection  to  this 
expedient,  but  the  enmity  which  she  knew 
subsisted  between  the  two  leeches  :  yet,  hear- 
ing that  her  own  doctor  would  not  consuit 
with  Fathom  upon  liis  return,  but  perhaps 
renounce  the  patient,  by  which  means  her 
daughter's  healtii  miglit  be  endangered,  she 
would  not  solicit  our  hero's  assistance,  until 
the  young  lady  had  remained  seven  liourg 
speechless  and  insensible ;  when,  her  feai 
prevailing  over  every  other  consideration, 
she  implored  the  advice  of  our  adventurer, 
who,  having  made  the  necessary  interroga- 
tions, and  felt  the  patient's  pulse,  which  was 
regular  and  distinct,  found  reason  to  con- 
clude, that  the  fit  would  not  last  much  longer, 
and,  after  having  observed  that  she  was  in 
a  very  dangerous  way,  prescribed  some  me- 
dicines for  external  application ;  and,  to 
enhance  their  opinion  of  his  diligence  and 
humanity,  resolved  to  stay  in  the  room,  ancf 
observe  their  effect. 

His  judgment  did  not  fail  him  on  this  occa- 
sioii.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  after  hi? 
embrocations  had  been  applied,  she  recovered 
tlic  use  of  her  tongue,  opened  her  eyes,  and 
having,  in  xlelirious  exclamations,  upbraided 
her  perfidious  lover,  became  quite  sensible 
and  composed,  though  siie  continued  ex- 
tremely low  and  dejected :  to  remedy  these 
sinkings,  certain  cordials  were  immediately 
administered,  according  to  the  prescription 
of  Doctor  Fathorii,  upon  whom  extraordinary 
encomiums  were  bestowed  by  all  present, 
who  believed  he  had  actually  rescued  her 
from  the  jaws  of  death ;  and  as  he  was  by 
this  time  let  into  the  secrets  of  the  family, 
he  found  himself  in  a  fair  way  of  being  an 
egregious  favourite  of  the  old  gentlewoman  ; 
when  unluckily  his  brother,  having  dismissed 
his  country  patient  with  uncommon  dispatch, 
entered  the  apartment,  and  eyed  his  rival 
with  looks  of  inexpressible  rage ;  then  sur- 
veying the  patient,  and  the  vials  that  stood 
upon  the  table,  by  turns, — "  What,  in  the 
name  of  God !"  cried  he,  "  is  the  meaning 
of  all  this  trash?" 

"  Really,  doctor,"  replied  the  mother,  a 
little  confounded  at  being  thus  taken  by  sur- 
prise, "  Biddy  has  been  taken  dangerously 
ill,  and  lain  seven  or  eight  hours  in  a  severe 
fit,  from  which  I  am  confident  she  would 
never  have  recovered  without  the  help  of  a 
physician  ;  and,  as  you  were  absent,  we  had 
recourse  to  this  gentleman,  wh<)se  prescrip. 
tion  hath  had  a  happy  and  surprising  effect.'' 
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"  Effecf  I"  cried  this  offended  member  of  the 
faculty,  "  pshaw  !  stuff!  \v)io  made  you  judge 
of  efiects  or  causes  V  Then  advancing  to 
the  patient,  "  What  lias  been  the  matter, 
Miss  Biddy,  that  you  could  not  wait  till  my 
return  3" 

Here  Fathom  interposing, — "  Sir,"  said 
he,  "  if  you  will  step  into  tlie  next  room,  J 
will  communicate  my  sentiments  of  the  case, 
together  with  the  method  upon  which  I  liave 
proceeded,  that  we  may  dchberate  upon  the 
next  step  that  is  to  be  taken."  Instead  of 
complying  with  this  proposal,  he  seated  him- 
self in  a  chair,  with  his  back  to  our  adven- 
turer, and,  while  he  examined  Miss  Biddy's 
pulse,  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  should 
not  consult  with  him  about  the  matter. 

Fathom,  not  in  the  least  disconcerted  at 
this  uncivil  answer,  walked  round  his  anta- 
gonist, and,  placing  himself  in  his  front,  de- 
sired to  know  his  reason  for  treating  him 
with  such  supercilious  contempt.  "  I  am 
resolved,"  said  the  other,  "  never  to  consult 
with  any  physician  who  has  not  taken  his 
Agrees  at  either  of  the  English  universities." 
"Upon  tlie  supposition,"  replied  our  adven- 
turer, "  that  no  person  can  be  properly  edu- 
cated for  the  profession  at  any  other  school." 
"  Vou  are  in  tlie  right,"  answered  Doctor 
Looby,  "  that  is  one  of  many  reasons  I  have 
for  declining  tlie  consultation." 

"  How  far  you  are  in  the  right,"  retorted 
Fathom,  "  I  leave  the  world  to  judge,  after 
I  have  observed,  that,  in  your  English  uni- 
versities, there  is  no  opportunity  of  studying 
the  art;  no,  not  so  much  as  a  lecture  given 
on  the  subject :  nor  is  there  one  physician  of 
note  in  this  kingdom  who  has  not  derived 
the  greatest  part  of  his  medical  knowledge 
from  the  instructions  of  foreigners." 

Looby,  incensed  at  this  asseveration,  which 
he  was  not  prepared  to  refute,  exclaimed,  in 
a  most  infuriate  accent, — "  Who  are  you  ! 
whence  come  you  ]  where  were  you  bred  ! 
You  are  one  of  those,  I  believe,  who  graduate 
themselves,  and  commence  doctors,  the  Lord 
knows  how ;  an  interloper,  who,  without 
license  or  authority,  comes  hither  to  take  the 
bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  gentlemen  who 
have  been  trained  to  the  business  in  a  regular 
manner,  and  bestowed  great  pains  and  ex- 
pense to  qualify  themselves  for  the  profession: 
for  my  own  part,  my  education  cost  me  fif- 
teen hundred  pounds." 

"  Never  was  money  laid  out  to  less  pur- 
pose," said  Ferdinand,  "  for  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  you  have  learned  so  much  as  the 
basis  of  medical  acquirements,  namely,  that 
decorum  and  urbanity  which  ought  to  dis- 
tinguish the  deportment  of  every  physician  : 
you  ha',  e  even  debased  the  noblest  and  most 
beneficial  art  that  ever  engaged  the  study  of 
mankind,  which  cannot  be  too  much  culti- 
vated, and  too  little  restrained,  in  seeking  to 
limit  the  practice  of  it  to  a  set  of  narrow- 
minded,  illiberal  wretches,  who,  like  the  low- 


est handicraftsmen,  claim  the  exclusive  prin- 
leges  of  a  corporation.  Had  you  doubted  niv 
ability,  you  ought  to  have  satisfied  yourself  iu 
a  manner  consistent  with  decency  and  can- 
dour; but  your  behaviour  on  this  occasion  i3 
such  a  malicious  outrage  upon  good  manners 
and  humanity,  that,  were  it  not  for  my  re- 
gard to  these  ladies,"  I  would  chastise  you 
for  your  insolence  on  the  spot.  Meanwhile, 
madam,"  addressing  himself  to  the  mother, 
"  you  must  give  me  leave  to  insist  upon  your 
dismissing  either  tliat  gentleman  or  me  with- 
out hesitation." 

This  peremptory  language  had  an  instan- 
taneous  effect  upon  the  hearers.  Looby's 
face  grew  pale,  and  his  nether-lip  began  to 
tremble ;  the  patient  was  dismayed,  and  the 
old  gentlewoman  concerned  and  perplexed. 
She  earnestly  besought  the  gentlemen  to  be 
reconciled  to  each  other,  and  enter  into  a 
friendly  consultation  upon  her  daughter's 
distemper ;  but,  finding  both  ecjually  averse 
to  accommodation,  and  Fathom  becoming 
more  and  more  importunate  in  his  demand, 
she  presented  him  with  a  double  fee  ;  and 
giving  him  to  understand  that  Doctor  Looby 
had  long  attended  the  family,  and  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  her  own  and  Biddy's 
constitutions,  said,  she  hoped  he  would  not 
take  it  amiss  if  she  retained  her  old  physician. 
Though  our  hero  was  much  mortified  at 
this  triumph  of  his  rival,  he  made  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  and  retired  with  great  complai- 
sance, wishing  that  Miss  Biddy  might  never 
ao-ain  be  the  subject  of  such  a  disagreeable 
dispute.  Whether  the  patient  was  frightened 
at  this  altercation,  or  displeased  with  her 
mother's  decision  against  an  agreeable  young 
fellow,  who  had,  as  it  were,  recalled  her 
from  the  grave,  and  made  himself  master  of 
the  secret  that  rankled  at  her  heart,  or  the 
disease  had  wound  up  her  nerves  for  another 
paroxysm,  certain  it  is,  she  all  of  a  sudden 
broke  forth  into  a  violent  peal  of  laughterj 
which  was  succeeded  by  the  most  doleful 
cries,  and  other  expressions  of  grief;  then 
she  relapsed  into  a  fit,  attended  with  strong 
convulsions,  to  the  unspeakable  terror  of  the 
old  gentlewoman,  who  entreated  Doctor 
Looby  to  be  expeditious  in  his  prescription  : 
accordingly,  he  seized  the  pen  with  great 
confidence,  and  a  whole  magazine  of  anti- 
hysteric  medicines  were,  in  different  forms, 
externally  and  internally  applied. 

Nevertheless,  either  nature  was  disturbed 
in  her  own  efforts  by  thes(!  applications,  or 
the  patient  was  resolved  to  disgrace  the  doc- 
tor ;  for  the  more  remedies  that  were  admi- 
nistered, her  convulsions  became  the  more 
violent;  and,  in  spite  of  all  his  endeavours, 
he  could  not  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  the 
distemper.  Such  a  miscarriage,  upon  the 
back  of  his  rival's  success,  could  not  fail  to 
overwhelm  him  with  confusion,  especially  aa 
the  mother  baited  him  with  repeated  entrea. 
ties  to  do  something  for  the  recovery  of  bet 
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daiigiiter ;  at  length,  afler  liavinj>  exercised 
her  patience  in  vain  tor  several  nonrs,  this 
affectionate  parent  could  no  longer  suppress 
the  suggestions  of  her  concern,  but,  in  an 
incoherent  strain,  told  him  that  her  duty 
would  not  suffer  her  to  be  longer  silent  in  an 
affair  on  which  depended  tiic  life  of  her  dear 
child  ;  that  slie  had  seen  enough  to  believe 
he  had  mistaken  the  case  of  poor  Biddy,  and 
lie  could  not  justly  blame  her  for  recalling 
Doctor  Fathom,  whose  prescription  had 
operated  in  a  miraculous  manner. 

Looby,  shocked  at  this  proposal,  protested 
against  it  with  great  vehemence,  as  an  ex- 
pedient highly  injurious  to  himself.  "  My 
remedies,"  said  he,  "  are  just  beginning  to 
take  effect,  and,  in  all  probability,  the  fit  will 
not  last  much  longer;  so  that,  by  calling  in 
another  person  at  this  juncture,  you  will  de- 
fraud me  of  that  credit  which  is  my  due,  and 
.ieck  my  adversary  with  trophies  to  which 
lie  lias  no  pretension."  She  was  prevailed 
upon  by  this  remonstrance  to  wait  another 
haJf-hour,  when,  perceiving  as  yet  no  altera- 
tion for  the  better,  and  being  distracted  with 
her  fears,  which  reproached  her  with  want 
of  natural  affection,  she  sent  a  message  to 
Doctor  Fathom,  desiring  to  see  him  with  all 
possible  dispatch. 

He  was  not  slow  in  obeying  the  call,  but, 
hastening  to  the  scene  of  action,  was  not  a 
little  surprised  to  find  Looby  still  in  the  apart- 
ment. This  gentleman,  since  better  might 
not  be,  resolved  to  sacrifice  his  pride  to  his 
interest,  and,  rather  than  lose  his  patient 
altogether,  and  run  the  risk  of  forfeiting  his 
reputation  at  the  same  time,  staid  with  in- 
tention to  compromise  his  difference  with 
Fathom,  that  he  might  not  be  wholly  excluded 
from  the  honour  of  the  cure,  in  case  it  could 
be  effected ;  but  he  had  reckoned  without  his 
host  in  his  calculation  of  the  count's  jilaca- 
bility  ;  for,  when  he  put  on  his  capitulating 
face,  and,  after  a  slight  apology  for  his  late 
behaviour,  proposed  that  all  animosity  should 
subside  in  favour  of  the  young  lady,  whose 
life  was  at  stake,  our  hero  rejected  his  ad- 
vances with  infinite  disdain,  and  assured  the 
mother,  in  a  very  solemn  tone,  that,  far  from 
consulting  with  a  man  who  had  treated  him 
BO  unworthily,  he  would  not  stay  another 
minute  in  the  house,  unless  he  should  sec 
liim  discarded;  a  satisfaction  barely  sufficient 
to  atone  for  the  affront  he  himself  had  suf- 
fered by  the  unjust  preference  she  had  before 
given  to  his  rival. 

There  was  no  remedy  ;  Looby  was  obliged 
to  retreat  in  his  turn  ;  then  our  adventurer, 
approaching  the  bed-side,  reconnoitred  the 
patient,  examined  the  medicines  which  had 
been  administered,  and,  lifting  up  his  eyes  in 
expressive  silence,  detached  the  footman 
with  a  new  order  to  the  apothecary.  It  was 
fvell  tiic  messenger  used  expedition,  other- 
wise Doctor  Fathom  would  have  been  anti- 
cipated by  the  operation  of  nature  ;  for,  the 
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fit  having  almost  run  its  career,  Miss  Biddy 
was  on  the  point  of  retrieving  her  senses, 
when  the  frontal  prescribed  by  Fathom  was 
applied;  to  the  cfiicacy  of  this,  therefore 
was  ascribed  her  recovery,  wiien  she  opcneo 
her  eyes,  and  began  to  pour  forth  unconnected 
ejaculations  ;  and,  in  a  few  moment*  after 
slie  was  persuaded  to  swallow  a  draught  pre- 
pared for  the  j)urpose ;  her  perception  re- 
turned, and  Ferdinand  gained  the  rcputatiott 
of  having  })erformed  a  second  miracle. 

But  he  was  furnished  witli  a  piece  of  in- 
telligence of  much  more  energy  than  all  she 
had  taken  ;  and,  so  soon  as  he  concluded  she 
was  capable  to  bear  the  news  without  any 
dangerous  emotion,  he,  among  other  articles 
of  chit-chat  culled  for  her  amusement,  took 
the  opportunity  of  telling  the  company,  that 
Squire  Stub  (the  cause  of  Miss  Biddy's  dis- 
order) had,  in  his  way  to  matrimony,  been 
robbed  of  his  bride  by  a  gentleman  to  whom 
she  had  been  formerly  engaged.  He  had 
waited  for  her  on  purpose  at  an  inn  on  the? 
road,  where  he  found  means  to  appease  hei 
displeasure,  which  he  had,  it  seems,  incurred 
and  to  supersede  her  new  lover,  whom  she 
quitted  without  ceremony ;  upon  which  the 
squire  had  returned  to  Tunbridge,  cursing 
her  levity,  yet  blessing  his  good  stars  for 
having  so  seasonably  prevented  his  ruin, 
which  would  have  infallibly  been  the  conse- 
quence of  his  marrying  such  an  adventurer. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  observe  that 
these  tidings  operated  like  an  admirnhlc 
specific  on  the  spirits  of  the  young  lady,  who, 
while  she  affected  to  pity  the  squire,  was  so 
much  overjoyed  at  his  disappointment,  that 
her  eyes  began  to  sparkle  with  uncommon 
vivacity,  and,  in  less  than  two  hours  after 
the  last  of  those  terrible  attacks,  she  was 
restored  to  a  better  state  of  health  than  she 
had  enjoyed  for  many  weeks.  Fathom  was 
not  forgot  amidst  the  rejoicings  of  the  family  : 
besides  a  handsome  gratuity  for  the  effects 
of  his  extraordinary  skill,  the  old  lady  favoured 
him  with  a  general  invitation  to  her  house  ; 
and  the  daughter  not  only  considered  him  a.s 
the  restorer  of  her  health,  and  angel  of  her 
good  fortune,  but  also  began  to  discover  an 
uncommon  relish  for  his  conversation  :  so 
that  he  was  struck  with  the  prospect  of  suc- 
ceeding Squire  Stub  in  her  affection  ;  a  con- 
quest  which,  if  sanctioned  by  the  approbation 
of  the  mother,  would  console  him  ibr  all  the 
disappointments  he  had  sustained  ;  for  Miss 
Biddy  was  entitled  to  a  fortune  of  ten  thou- 
sand  pounds,  provided  she  should  marry  with 
the  consent  of  her  parent,  who  was  the  soi.i 
e.xecutri.x  of  the  father's  will. 

.\nimated  with  the  hope  of  such  an  advan 
taircous  match,  our  adventurer  missed  no 
opportunity  of  improving  the  lodgement  he 
had  made,  while  the  two  ladies  failed  not  to 
extol  his  medical  capacity  among  all  their 
female  acquaintance.  By  means  of  this 
circulation,  his  advice  was  demanded  in  se- 
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veral  other  cases,  wliich  he  managed  witli 
B'.ich  ail  imposing  air  of  sagacity  and  impor- 
tance, that  liis  fame  began  to  spread,  and, 
before  tlieenc  of  tlie  season,  he  had  ravished 
more  tlian  one  half  of  the  busmess  from  his 
competitor.  Notwithstanding  these  fortunate 
events,  lie  foresaw  that  he  should  find  great 
difficulty  in  transplanting  his  reputation,  so 
as  to  take  root  in  London,  which  was  the 
only  soil  in  which  he  could  propose  to  rise 
to  any  degree  of  prosperity  and  independence; 
and  this  reflection  was  grounded  upon  a 
maxim  which  universally  prevails  among  the 
English  people,  namely,  to  overlook  and 
wholly  neglect,  on  their  return  to  the  me- 
tropolis, all  the  connexions  they  may  have 
chanced  to  acquire  during  their  residence  at 
any  of  the  medical  wells  :  and  this  social 
disposition  is  so  scrupulously  maintained, 
that  two  persons  who  lived  in  the  most  inti- 
mate correspondence  at  Bath  or  Tunbridge 
shall,  in  four-and-twenty  hours,  so  totally 
forget  their  friendship,  as  to  meet  in  St 
James's  Park,  without  betraying  the  least 
token  of  recognition  ;  so  that  one  would  ima- 
gine those  mineral  waters  were  so  many 
streams  issuing  from  the  river  Lethe,  so  famed 
of  old  for  washing  away  all  traces  of  memory 
and  recollection. 

Aware  of  this  oblivious  principle.  Doctor 
Fathom  collected  all  his  qualifications,  in 
order  to  make  such  an  impression  upon  the 
heart  of  Miss  Biddy,  as  would  resist  all  her 
endeavours  to  shake  him  from  her  remem- 
brance ;  and  his  efforts  succeeded  so  well, 
that  Squire  Stub's  advances  to  a  reconcilia- 
tion were  treated  with  manifest  indifference. 
In  all  probability,  our  hero  would  have  made 
a  very  advantageous  campaign,  had  not  his 
good  fortune  been  retarded  by  an  obstruction, 
which  (as  he  did  not  perceive  it)  he  could 
not  possibly  surmount.  In  displaying  his 
accomplishments  to  captivate  the  daughter, 
he  had  unwittingly  made  an  absolute  con- 
quest of  the  mother,  who  superintended  the 
conduct  of  Miss  Biddy  with  such  jealous 
vigilance,  that  he  could  find  no  opportunity 
of  profiting  by  the  progress  he  had  made  in 
her  heart ;  for  the  careful  matron  would  never 
lose  sight  of  her,  no,  not  for  one  moment. 

Had  the  old  lady  given  the  least  intimation 
to  our  adventurer  of  the  sentiments  she  en- 
tertained in  his  behalf,  his  complaisance  was 
of  such  a  pliable  texture,  that  he  would  have 
quitted  his  other  pursuit,  and  made  her  the  sole 
object  of  attention  ;  but  she  either  depended 
upon  the  effect  of  his  own  good  taste  and  dis- 
cernment, or  was  too  proud  to  disclose  a 
passion  which  he  had  hitherto  overlooked. 

CHAPTER   LII. 

Repairs  to  the  metropolis,  and  enrols  him- 
self among  the  sons  of  Pcean. 

Bevc  RE  thia  affr  r  could  be  brought  to  a  pro- 


per explanation,  the  season  being  almost 
ended,  the  ladies  departed  from  Tunbridge, 
and  in  a  little  time  Docto-  Fathom  followed 
them  to  London,  having  previously  obtained 
permission  to  visit  them  in  that  metropolis. 
He  had  solicited  the  same  favour  of  some 
other  families,  in  which  he  hoped  to  take 
root,  though  he  knew  they  were  pre-engat^d 
to  different  physicians ;  and  resolving  to 
make  his  first  medical  appearance  in  London 
with  some  eclat,  he  not  only  purchased  an 
old  chariot,  which  was  new  painted  for  the 
purpose,  but  likewise  hired  a  footman,  whom 
he  clothed  in  laced  livery,  in  order  to  distin- 
guish  himself  from  the  common  run  of  his 
brethren. 

This  equipage,  though  much  more  expen- 
sive than  his  finances  could  bear,  he  found 
absolutely  necessary  to  give  him  a  chance 
for  employment ;  as  every  shabby  retainer  to 
physic  in  this  capital,  had  provided  iiimself 
with  a  vehicle,  which  was  altogether  used 
by  way  of  a  travelling  sign-post,  to  draw  in 
customers ;  so  that  a  walking  physician  was 
considered  as  an  obscure  pedlar,  trudging 
from  street  to  street,  with  his  pack  of  know- 
ledge on  his  shoulders,  and  selling  his  rem- 
nants of  advice  by  retail.  A  chariot  was  not 
now  set  up  for  the  convenience  of  a  man 
sinking  under  the  fatigue  of  extensive  prac- 
tice, but  as  a  piece  of  furniture  every  way  as 
necessary  as  a  large  periwig  with  three  tails  , 
and  a  physician,  let  his  merit  in  other  respi?cts 
be  never  so  conspicuous,  can  no  more  expect 
to  become  considerable  in  business,  ^vithout 
the  assistance  of  this  implement,  than  he  can 
hope  to  live  without  food,  or  breathe  without 
a  windpipe. 

This  requisite  is  so  well  understood,  that, 
exclusive  of  those  who  profess  themselves 
doctors,  every  raw  surgeon,  every  idle  apo- 
thecary, who  can  make  interest  with  some 
fool-hardy  coachmaker,  may  be  seen  dancing 
the  hays  in  all  places  of  public  resort,  and 
grinning  to  one  another  from  their  respective 
carriages.  Hence  proceed  many  of  those 
cruel  accidents  which  are  recorded  in  the 
daily  papers.  An  apothecarj''s  horses  take 
fright  and  run  away  with  his  chariot,  which 
is  heard  of  no  more  :  an  eminent  surgeon 
being  overturned,  is  so  terrified  at  the  thoughts 
of  mutilation,  that  he  resolves  to  walk  on 
foot  all  the  days  of  his  life  ;  and  the  coach- 
man of  a  physician  of  great  prtactice,  having 
the  misfortune  to  be  disabled  by  a  fall  from 
the  box,  his  master  can  never  find  another 
to  supply  his  place. 

None  of  these  observations  escaped  the 
penetrating  eye  of  Fathom,  who,  before  he 
pretended  to  seat  Iiimself  in  this  machine, 
had  made  proper  inquirj*  into  all  the  other 
methods  practised  with  a  view  to  keep  the 
wheels  in  motion.  In  his  researches,  he 
found  that  the  great  world  was  wholly  en- 
grossed by  a  few  practitioners  who  had  arrivec' 
at  the  summit  of  reputation,  consequent!/ 
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were  no  lonifcr  obliged  to  cultivate  those  arts 
oy  which  they  rose ;  and  that  the  rest  of  tiie 
business  was  parcelled  out  into  small  inclo- 
sures,  occupied  by  diHerent  groups  of  per- 
sonages, male  and  female,  T.ho  stood  in  rings, 
and  tossed  the  ball  from  one  to  another, 
there  being  in  each  department  two  sets,  the 
individuals  of  which  relieved  one  another 
accasioiKilly.  Every  knot  was  composed  of 
a  waiting-woman,  nurse,  apothecary,  sur- 
geon, and  physician,  and  sometimes  a  mid- 
wife was  admitted  into  the  party  ;  and  in  this 
manner  the  farce  was  commonly  performed. 

A  fine  lady,  fatigued  with  idleness,  com- 
plains of  the  vapours,  is  deprived  of  her  rest, 
tJiough  not  so  sick  as  to  have  recourse  to 
medicine ;  her  favourite  maid,  tired  with  giv- 
ing her  attendance  in  tiie  night,  thinks  pro- 
per, for  the  benefit  of  her  own  repose,  to 
complain  of  a  violent  headach,  and  recom- 
mends to  iier  mistress  a  nurse  of  approved 
tenderness  and  discretion ;  at  whose  liouse 
(in  all  likelihood)  the  said  ciiamber-maid 
hath  ot\  given  the  rendezvous  to  a  male  friend. 
The  nurse,  well  skilled  in  the  mysteries  of 
her  occupation,  persuades  the  patient,  that 
her  malady,  far  from  being  slight  or  chimeri- 
cal, may  proceed  to  a  very  dangerous  degree 
of  the  hysterical  affection,  unless  it  be  nipt 
in  the  bud  by  some  very  effectual  remedy  : 
then  she  recounts  a  surprising  cure  performed 
by  a  certain  apothecary,  and  appeals  to  the 
testimony  of  the  waiting  woman,  who  being 
the  gossip  of  his  wife,  confirms  tlie  evidence 
and  corroborates  the  proposal.  The  apothe- 
cary being  summoned,  finds  her  ladyship  in 
such  a  delicate  situation,  that  he  declines 
pre.scribing,  and  advises  her  to  send  for  a 
physician  without  delay.  The  nomination 
of  course  falls  to  him,  and  the  doctor  being 
called,  declares  the  necessity  of  immediate 
venesection,  which  is  accordingly  performed 
by  the  surgeon  of  the  association. 

This  is  one  way  of  beginning  the  game  : 
though  the  commencement  often  varies,  and 
sometimes  the  apothecary,  and  sometimes 
the  physician,  opens  the  scene ;  but,  be  that 
as  it  will,  they  always  appear  in  a  string, 
like  a  flight  of  wild  geese,  and  each  confede- 
racy maintains  a  correspondence  with  one 
particular  undertaker.  Fathom,  upon  these 
considerations,  set  up  his  rest  in  the  first 
floor  of  an  apothecary  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Charing  Cross,  to  whom  he  was  introduced 
by  a  letter  from  a  friend  at  Tunbridge,  and 
who  being  made  acquainted  with  his  ability 
and  scheme,  promised  to  let  slip  no  oppor- 
tunity of  serving  him  ;  and,  indeed,  seemed 
to  espouse  his  interest  with  great  alacrity. 
He  introduced  him  to  some  of  his  patients, 
on  the  strength  of  a  gratis  visit,  sounded 
forth  his  praise  among  all  the  good  women 
of  his  acquaintance  ;  and  even  prevailed  upon 
him  to  publish  advertisements,  importing, 
that  he  would  every  day,  at  a  certain  time 
and  place,  give  his  advice  to  the  poor  for 
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nothing  ;  hoping  that  by  means  of  some  lucky 
cure  his  fame  might  be  extended,  and  hia 
practice  grow  into  request. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  chariot  rolled  along 
through  all  the  most  frequented  streets,  dur- 
ing the  whole  forenoon,  and,  at  the  usual 
hour,  he  never  failed  to  make  his  appearance 
at  the  medical  cofieehouse,  with  all  that 
solemnity  of  feature  and  address,  by  which 
the  modern  sons  of  Ptean  are  distinguished  , 
not  but  that  he  was  often  puzzled  about  the 
decision  of  his  diurnal  route  :  for  the  method 
of  driving  up  one  street  and  down  another, 
without  halting,  was  become  such  a  stale 
expedient,  that  the  very  'prentices  used  to 
stand  at  the  shop-doors,  and  ridicule  the  vain 
parade.  At  length,  however,  he  perused  the 
map  of  London  with  great  diligence,  and 
having  acquired  a  distinct  idea  of  its  topo- 
graphy, used  to  alight  at  the  end  of  long 
narrow  thoroughfares  and  j)aved  courts,  where 
the  chariot  was  ordered  to  wait  till  his  re- 
turn ;  and  walking  with  great  gravity  through 
the  different  turnings  of  these  alleys,  regain 
his  carriage  by  another  passage,  and  resume 
his  seat  witli  an  air  of  vast  importance.  With 
a  view  to  protract  the  time  of  his  supposed 
visits,  he  would,  at  one  place,  turn  aside  to 
the  wall ;  at  another,  cheapen  an  urinal ;  at 
a  third  corner,  read  a  quack  advertisement, 
or  lounge  a  few  miniLtcs  in  some  bookseller's 
shop  ;  and,  lastly,  glide  into  some  obscure 
coffeehouse,  and  treat  himself  with  a  dram 
of  usquebaugh. 

The  other  means  used  to  force  a  trade, 
such  as  ordering  himself  to  be  called  from 
church,  alarming  the  neighbourhood  with 
knocking  at  his  door  in  the  night,  receiving 
sudden  messages  in  places  of  resort,  and 
inserting  his  cures  by  way  of  news  in  the 
daily  papers,  had  been  so  injudiciously  hack- 
neyed by  eve.y  desperate  sculler  in  physic, 
that  they  had  lost  their  effect  upon  the  pub- 
lie,  and  therefore  were  excluded  from  the 
plan  of  our  adventurer,  whose  scheme  for  the 
present,  was  to  exert  himself  in  winning  the 
favour  of  those  sage  sibyls,  who  keep,  as  it 
were,  the  temple  of  medicine,  and  admit  tJie 
young  priest  to  the  service  of  the  altar ;  but 
this  he  considered  as  a  temporary  project 
onlj',  until  he  should  have  acquired  interest 
enough  to  erect  a  hospital,  lock,  or  infirmary, 
by  the  voluntary  subscription  of  his  friends  ; 
a  scheme  which  had  succeeded  to  a  mir.icle 
with  many  of  the  profession,  who  had  raised 
themselves  into  notice  upon  the  carcasses  of 
the  poor. 

Yet  even  this  branch  was  already  over- 
stocked,  insomuch  that  almost  every  street 
was  furnished  with  one  of  these  charitable 
receptacles,  which,  instead  of  diminishing 
the  taxes  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
encouraged  the  vulgar  to  be  idle  and  disso- 
lute, by  opening  an  asylum  to  them  and  their 
families,  from  the  diseases  of  poverty  and 
intemperance  :  for  it  remains  to  be  proved, 
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that  the  parish  rates  are  decreased,  the  bills 
of  mortality  lessened,  the  people  more  nu- 
merous, or  the  streets  less  infested  with  beg- 
gars, notwithstanding  the  immense  sums 
yearly  granted  by  individuals  for  the  relief 
jf  the  indigent. 

But,  waving  these  reflections.  Doctor  Fa- 
thom hoped  that  his  landlord  would  be  a 
most  useful  implement  for  extending  his  in- 
fluence, and,  for  that  reason,  admitted  him 
into  a  degree  of  partnership,  after  being  fully 
convinced  that  he  was  not  under  articles  to 
any  other  physician.  Nevertheless,  he  was 
very  much  mistaken  in  reckoning  on  the  im- 
portance of  his  new  ally,  who  was,  like  him- 
Belf,  a  needy  adventurer,  settled  upon  credit, 
nnd  altogether  unemployed,  except  among 
the  very  refuse  of  the  people,  whom  no  other 
person  would  take  the  trouble  to  attend  :  so 
that  our  hero  got  little  else  than  experience 
and  trouble,  excepting  a  few  guineas,  which 
he  made  shift  to  glean  among  sojourners, 
with  whom  he  became  occasionally  acquaint- 
ed, or  young  people,  who  had  been  unfortu- 
nate in  their  amours. 

In  the  midst  of  these  endeavours,  he  did 
not  omit  his  duty  to  the  old  gentlewoman, 
whose  daughter  he  had  cured  at  Tunbridge  ; 
and  was  always  received  with  particular 
complacency,  which  perhaps  he,  in  some 
measure,  owed  to  his  genteel  equipage,  that 
gave  credit  to  every  door  before  which  it  was 
seen  ;  yet  Miss  Biddy  was  as  inaccessible  as 
ever,  while  the  mother  became  more  and 
more  warm  in  her  civilities,  till  at  length, 
after  having  prepared  him  with  some  extra- 
ordinary compliments,  she  gave  him  to  under- 
stand, that  Biddy  was  no  better  than  a  giddy- 
headed  girl,  far  from  being  unexceptionable 
in  her  moral  character,  and  particularly  de- 
licient  in  duty  and  gratitude  to  her,  who  had 
been  ahvays  a  tender  and  indulgent  parent ; 
she  w^as  therefore  determined  to  punish  the 
young  minx  for  her  levity  and  want  of  natu- 
ral affection,  by  altering  her  own  condition, 
could  she  find  a  worthy  and  agreeable  man, 
on  whom  she  could  bestow  her  hand  and  for- 
tune without  a  blush. 

The  film  was  instantly  removed  from  Fa- 
tliom's  eyes  by  this  declaration,  which  she 
uttered  vvith  such  a  significancy  of  look,  as 
thrilled  to  his  soul  with  joyful  presage,  wliile 
he  replied,  it  would,  indeed,  be  a  difficult 
'ask  to  find  a  man  who  merited  such  happi- 
ness and  honour ;  but,  surely,  some  there 
were,  who  would  task  their  faculties  to  the 
iitierniost  in  manifesting  tlieir  gratitude,  and 
desire  of  rendering  themselves  worthy  of  such 
distinction.  Though  this  answer  was  pro- 
nounced in  such  a  manner,  as  gave  her  to 
understand  he  had  taken  the  hint,  she  would 
r.ot  clieapcn  her  condescension  so  nuich  as  to 
explain  herself  fiirthor  at  that  juncture,  and 
lie  was  very  well  contented  to  woo  her  on 
her  own  terms  ;  accordingly  he  began  to  sea- 
son his  behaviour  with  an  air  of  gallantry, 


when  he  had  opportunities  of  being  particulai 
with  this  new  inamorata,  and,  in  ])roportion 
to  the  returns  she  made,  he  gradually  detached 
himself  from  JMiss  Biddy,  by  intermitting, 
and  at  last  discontinuing,  those  ardent  ex- 
pressions of  love  and  admiration,  which  he 
had  made  shift  to  convey  in  private  looka 
and  stolen  wliispers,  dunug  the  rancorous 
inspection  of  her  mother. 

Such  alteration  could  not  long  escape  the 
jealous  eyes  of  the  young  lady,  no  more  than 
the  cause  of  this  alienation,  which,  in  a  mo- 
ment, converted  all  her  love  into  irreconcila- 
ble hate,  and  filled  her  whole  soul  with  the 
most  eager  desire  of  vengeance  :  for  she  now 
not  only  considered  him  as  a  mercenary 
wretch,  who  had  slighted  her  attractions  for 
the  sordid  gratifications  of  avarice,  but  also 
as  an  interloper,  who  wanted  to  intercept 
her  fortune,  in  the  odious  character  of  a 
father-in-law.  But,  before  she  could  bring 
her  aim  to  any  ripeness  of  contrivance,  her 
mother  having  caught  cold  at  church,  was 
seized  with  a  rheumatic  fever,  became  deli- 
rious in  less  than  three  days,  and,  notwith- 
standing all  the  prescriptions  and  care  of  her 
admirer,  gave  up  the  ghost,  without  having 
retrieved  the  use  of  her  senses,  or  been  able 
to  manifest,  by  will,  the  sentiments  she  enter- 
tained in  fiivour  of  her  physician,  who  (as  the 
reader  will  easily  perceive)  had  more  reasons 
than  one  to  be  mortally  chagrined  at  tins  event 

Miss  Biddy  being  thus  put  in  ])ossession 
of  the  whole  inheritance,  not  only  renounced 
all  correspondence  with  Doctor  Fathom,  by 
forbidding  him  the  house,  but  likewise  took 
all  opportunities  of  prejudicing  his  character 
by  hinting,  that  her  dear  mamma  had  fallen 
a  sacrifice  to  his  ignorance  and  presumption 


CHAPTER  LIIL 

Acquires  employment  in  consequence  of  a 
lucky  miscarriage. 

These  ill  offices,  however,  far  from  answer- 
ing  her  purpose,  had  a  quite  contrary  effect : 
for,  in  consequence  of  her  invectives,  he  was, 
in  a  few  days,  called  to  the  wife  of  a  mer- 
chant, who  piously  hoped,  that  his  practice 
would  not  give  Miss  Biddy  the  lie.  The 
patient  had  long  lingered  under  a  complica- 
tion of  distempers,  and  being  in  no  immediate 
danger  of  her  life.  Doctor  Fathom  was  in  no 
hurry  to  strike  a  decisive  stroke  ;  till  the  hus- 
band growing  impatient  of  delay,  and  so 
explicit  in  his  hints,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  misapprehend  his  meaning,  our  adventurer 
resolved  to  do  something  effectual  for  his 
satisfaction,  and  prescribed  a  medicine  of 
such  rough  operation,  as  he  thought  must 
either  oblige  his  employer,  or  produce  a 
change  in  the  lady's  constitution,  that  would 
make  a  noise  in  the  world,  and  bring  a  pjbw 
accession  to  his  fame. 
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Proceodiiijj  upon  those  maxims,  he  could 
not  be  (hsa|)poiiite(l :  the  remcily  played  its 
part  with  such  violence,  as  reduced  the  pa- 
tient to  extremity,  and  the  merchant  hud 
actually  bespoken  an  undertaker  ;  when,  after 
a  series  ot'swoonings  and  convulsions,  nature 
so  far  prevailed,  as  to  expel  at  once  the  pre- 
scription and  the  disease;  yet  the  g-ood- 
natured  husband  was  so  much  affected  witii 
the  agonies  to  which  he  saw  the  wife  of  his 
bosom  exposed  by  this  specific,  that  al'.nough 
the  effect  of  it  was  her  perfect  recovery,  he 
could  never  bear  the  sight  of  Fathom  for  the 
future,  nor  even  hear  his  name  mentioned, 
without  giving  signs  of  horror  and  indigna- 
tion ;  nay,  he  did  not  scruple  to  affirm,  that, 
had  our  adventurer  been  endowed  with  the 
least  tincture  of  humanity,  he  would  have 
suffered  the  j)oor  woman  to  depart  in  peace, 
rather  than  restore  her  to  health,  at  the 
expense  of  such  anxiety  and  torture. 

On  the  other  hand,  tliis  extraordinary  cure 

as  blazoned  abroad  by  the  good  lady  and 
her  gossips,  with  such  exaggerations  as 
roused  the  astonishment  of  the  public,  and 
concurred  with  the  report  of  his  last  mis- 
carriage, to  bring  him  upon  the  carpet,  as  the 
universal  subject  of  discourse.  When  a  phy- 
sician becomes  the  town  talk,  he  generally 
concludes  his  business  more  than  half  done, 
even  though  his  fame  should  wholly  turn  upon 
his  mal-practice ;  insomuch  that  some  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  have  been  heard  to  com- 
plain, that  they  never  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  publicly  accused  of  homicide  :  and  it  is 
well  known,  that  a  certain  famous  empiric  of 
our  day  never  flourished  to  any  degree  of 
wealth  and  reputation,  till  after  he  had  been 
attacked  in  print,  and  fairly  convicted  of  hav- 
ing destroyed  a  good  number  of  the  human 
species.  Success  raised  upon  such  a  founda- 
tion would,  by  a  disciple  of  Plato,  and  some 
modern  moralists,  be  ascribed  to  the  innate 
virtue  and  generosity  of  the  human  heart, 
which  naturally  espouses  the  cause  that  needs 
protection  :  but  I,  whose  notions  of  human 
excellence  are  not  quite  so  sublime,  am  apt 
to  believe  it  is  owing  to  that  spirit  of  self- 
conceit  and  contradiction,  which  is,  at  least, 
as  universal,  if  not  as  natural,  as  the  moral 
sense  so  warmly  contended  for  by  those  ideal 
philosophers. 

The  most  infamous  wretch  often  finds  his 
account  in  these  principles  of  malevolence 
and  self-love  :  for  wheresoever  his  character 
tails  under  discussion,  there  is  generally  some 
person  present,  who,  either  from  an  affecta- 
ticn  of  singularity,  or  envy  to  the  accusers, 
undertakes  his  defence,  and  endeavours  to 
invalidate  the  articles  of  his  impeachment, 
unt?-  he  is  heated  by  altercation,  and  hurried 
into  more  effectual  measures  for  his  advan- 
tage. I/'  such  benefits  accrue  to  those  who 
liave  no  real  merit  to  depend  upon,  surely 
our  hero  could  not  but  reap  something  ex- 
Taordinarv  fr<  -n  the  debates  to  whicix  he 


now  gave  rise ;  ns,  l»y  the  miraculous  cure 
he  had  effected,  all  his  patient's  triends,  ail 
the  enemies  of  her  husband,  all  those  who 
envied  his  other  adversary,  were  interested 
in  his  behalf,  exclusive  of  such  admirers  ns 
surprise  and  curiosity  might  engage  in  hia 
cause. 

Thus  wafted  upon  the  wiuirs  of  applause, 
his  fame  soon  diifused  itself  into  all  the  cor- 
ners of  this  great  capital:  the  newspapers 
teeinod  with  his  praiso  :  and  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  attention  of  the  public,  his  emissaries, 
male  and  female,  separated  into  different 
coffeehouses,  companies,  and  ciubs,  where 
they  did  not  fail  to  conr.mcnt  upon  these  arti- 
cles of  intelligence.  Such  a  favourable  in- 
cident is,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  float  the  bark 
of  a  man's  fortune  :  ho  was,  in  a  few  days, 
called  to  another  lady,  labouring  under  the 
same  disorder  lie  had  so  successfiiily  dispelled, 
and  she  thought  herself  benefited  by  his  ad- 
vice. His  acquaintance  naturally  extended 
itself  among  the  visitants  and  allies  of  his 
patients  ;  he  was  recommended  from  family 
to  family ;  the  foes  began  to  multiply ;  a 
variety  of  footmen  appeared  every  day  at  his 
door  ;  he  discontinued  his  sham  circuit ;  and 
looking  upon  the  present  conjuncture  as 
that  tide  in  his  affairs,  which  (according  to 
Shakspeare)  when  taken  at  the  full  leads  on 
to  fortune,  he  resolved  that  the  opportunity 
should  not  be  lost,  and  applied  himself  with 
such  assiduity  to  his  practice,  that,  in  all  like- 
lihood, he  would  have  carriei  the  palm  firom 
all  his  contemporaries,  had  he  not  split  upon 
the  same  rock  which  had  shipwrecked  his 
hopes  before. 

We  have  formerly  descanted  upon  that 
venereal  appetite  which  glowed  in  the  con- 
stitution of  our  adventurer,  and  with  all  his 
philosophy  and  caution  could  hardly  keep 
within  bounds ;  the  reader,  therefore,  will 
not  be  much  surprised  to  learn,  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  profession,  he  contracted  an 
intimacy  with  a  clergyman's  wife,  whom  ho 
attended  as  a  physician,  and  whose  conjugal 
virtue  he  subdued  by  a  long  and  diligent  ex- 
ertion of  his  delusive  arts,  while  her  mind 
was  enervated  by  sickness,  and  her  husband 
abroad  upon  his  necessary  occasions.  This 
unhappy  patient,  who  was  a  woman  of  an 
agreeable  person  and  lively  conversation,  feh 
a  sacrifice  to  her  own  security  and  self-con- 
ceit:  her  want  of  health  had  confined  her  to 
a  sedentary  life,  and,  her  imagination  being 
active  and  restless,  she  had  spent  thoso  hours 
in  reading,  which  other  young  women  devote 
to  company  and  diversion  ;  but,  as  her  studies 
were  not  superintended  by  any  person  of 
taste,  she  had  indulged  her  own  fancy  with- 
out method  or  propriety.  The  Spectator 
taught  her  to  he  a  critic  and  philosopher, 
from  plays  she  learned  poetry  and  wit ;  and 
derived  her  knowledge  of  life  from  books  of 
history  and  adventures.  Fraught  with  these 
acquisitions,  and  furnished  bv  nature  witb 
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uncommon  vivacity,  she  despised  her  own 
Bex,  and  courted  the  society  of  men,  amonjj 
whom  slic  thought  ]ier  talents  might  be  more 
honourably  displayed ;  fully  confident  of  her 
own  virtue  and  sagacity,  which  enabled  iier 
tc  set  all  their  arts  at  detiance. 

Thus  qualified,  she,  in  an  evil  hour,  had 
recourse  to  the  advice  of  our  adventurer,  for 
6ome  ailment  under  which  she  had  long  la- 
boured, and  found  such  relief  from  his  skill, 
as  very  much  prepossessed  her  in  his  favour. 
She  was  no  less  pleased  with  his  obliging 
manners  than  with  his  physic,  and  found 
much  entertainment  in  his  conversation  ;  so 
that  the  acquaintance  proceeded  to  a  degree 
of  intimacy,  during  whicii  he  perceived  her 
weak  side,  and,  being  enamoured  of  her  per- 
son, flattered  her  out  of  all  her  caution.  The 
privilege  of  his  ciiaracter  furnished  him  with 
opportunities  to  lay  snares  for  her  virtue ; 
and,  taking  advantage  of  that  listlessness, 
languor,  and  indolence  of  the  spirits,  by 
which  all  the  vigilance  of  the  soul  is  relaxed, 
lie  after  a  long  course  of  attention  and  per- 
severance, found  means  to  make  shipwreck 
of  her  peace. 

Though  he  mastered  her  chastity,  he  could 
not  quiet  her  conscience,  which  incessantly 
upbraided  her  with  breach  of  the  marriage- 
vow  ;  nor  did  her  undoer  escape  without  a 
share  of  the  reproaches  suggested  by  her 
penitence  and  remorse.  This  internal  anxiety 
co-operating  with  her  disease,  and  perhaps 
with  the  medicines  he  prescribed,  reduced 
her  to  the  brink  of  the  grave  ;  when  her  hus- 
band returned  from  a  neighbouring  kingdom, 
in  consequence  of  her  earnest  request,  joined 
to  the  information  of  her  friends,  who  had 
written  to  him  an  account  of  the  extremity 
in  which  she  was.  The  good  man  was  afflict- 
ed beyond' measure,  when  he  saw  himself 
upon  the  verge  of  losing  a  wife  whom  he  had 
always  tenderly  loved ;  but  what  were  his 
emotions,  when  slie,  taking  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  his  being  alone  with  her,  accosted 
liim  to  this  eflect : — "lam  now  hastening 
towards  tiiat  dissolution  from  which  no  mortal 
is  exempted  ;  and  though  the  prospect  of 
futurity  is  altogether  clouded  and  uncertain, 
my  conscience  will  not  allow  me  to  plunge 
into  eternity  witliout  unburdening  my  mind, 
and,  by  an  ingenuous  confession,  making  all 
the  atonement  in  my  power  for  the  ingrati- 
tude I  have  been  guilty  of,  and  the  wrongs  I 
have  committed  against  a  virtuous  husband, 
who  never  gave  me  cause  of  complaint.  You 
Btand  amazed  at  this  preamble ;  but,  alas  ! 
how  will  you  be  shocked  when  I  own  that  I 
have  betrayed  you  in  your  absence ;  that  J 
have  trespassed  against  God  and  my  marriage 
vow,  and  fallen  from  the  pride  and  confidence 
of  virtue,  to  the  most  abject  state  of  vice  : 
yes,  I  have  been  unfaithful  to  your  bed,  hav- 
ing fallen  a  victim  tc  the  infernal  insinuations 


of  a  villain,  who  took  advantage  of  my  weak 
and  unguarded  moments.  Fathom  is  the 
wretch  wiio  hath  thus  injured  your  honour, 
and  ruined  my  unsuspecting  innocence.  I 
have  nothing  to  plead  in  alleviation  of  my 
crime,  but  the  most  sincere  contrition  of 
heart :  and  though,  at  any  other  juncture,  1 
could  not  expect  your  forgiveness,  yet,  as  I 
now  touch  the  goal  of  life,  I  trust  in  your 
humanity  and  benevolence  for  that  pardon 
which  will  lighten  the  sorrows  of  my  soul, 
and  those  prayers  which  I  hope  will  entitle 
me  to  favour  at  the  throne  of  grace." 

The  poor  husband  was  so  much  over- 
whelmed  with  grief  and  confusion  at  this 
unexpected  address,  that  he  could  not  recol- 
lect himself  till  after  a  pause  of  several 
minutes,  when  uttering  a  hollow  groan, — 
"  I  will  not,"  said  he,  "  aggravate  your  suffer- 
ings, by  reproaching  you  with  my  wrongs; 
though  your  conduct  hath  been  but  an  ill 
return  for  all  my  tenderness  and  esteem. 
I  look  upon  it  as  a  trial  of  my  christian 
patience,  and  bear  my  misfortunes  with  resig- 
nation: meanwhile  I  forgive  you  from  my 
heart,  and  fervently  pray,  that  your  repent- 
ance may  be  acceptable  to  the  Father  of 
Mercy."  So  saying,  he  approached  her  bed- 
side,  and  embraced  her  in  token  of  his  sin. 
cerity.  Whether  this  generous  condescen- 
sion  diffused  such  a  composure  upon  her 
spirits,  as  tended  to  the  ease  and  refreshment 
of  nature,  which  had  been  almost  exhausted 
by  disease  and  vexation,  certain  it  is,  that 
from  this  day  she  began  to  struggle  with  her 
malady  in  surprising  efforts,  and  hourly  gained 
ground,  until  her  health  was  pretty  well  re- 
established. 

This  recovery  was  so  far  beyond  the  hus- 
band's expectation,  that  he  began  to  make 
very  serious  reflections  on  the  event,  and 
even  to  wish  he  had  not  been  quite  so  pre. 
cipitate  in  pardoning  the  backslidings  of  his 
wife ;  for  though  he  could  not  withhold  his 
compassion  from  a  dying  penitent,  he  did 
not  at  all  relish  the  thoughts  of  cohabiting, 
as  usual,  with  a  wife  self-convicted  of  the 
violation  of  the  matrimonial  contract:  he 
therefore  considered  his  declaration  as  no 
more  than  a  provisional  pardon,  to  take  place 
on  condition  of  her  immediate  death ;  and, 
in  a  little  time,  not  only  communicated  to 
her  his  sentiments  on  the  subject,  but  also 
separated  himself  from  her  company,  secured 
the  evidence  of  her  maid,  who  had  been  con- 
fidante in  her  amour  with  Fathom,  and  imme- 
diately set  on  foot  a  prosecution  against  out 
adventurer,  whose  behaviour  to  his  wife  he 
did  not  fail  to  promulgate,  with  all  its  aggra- 
vating  circumstances.  By  these  means  the 
doctor's  name  became  so  notorious,  tha^ 
every  man  was  afraid  of  admitting  liim  intc 
his  house,  and  every  woman  ashamed  o/ 
soliciting  his  advice. 
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CHAPTER  LIV. 

His  eclipse  and  gradual  declination. 

Misfortunes  seldom  come  single :  upon 
vhe  back  of  this  liuiD  and  cry,  he  unluckily 
prescribed  phlebotomy  to  a  gentleman  of 
Bome  rank,  wiio  chanced  to  expire  during 
the  operation  :  and  quarrelled  with  his  land- 
lord the  apothecary,  who  charged  him  with 
having  forgot  tiie  good  otfices  he  had  done 
him  in  the  beginning  of  his  career,  and  de- 
eired  he  would  provide  himself  with  another 
lodging. 

All  tliese  mishaps,  treading  upon  the  heels 
of  one  another,  had  a  very  mortifying  effect 
upon  his  practice.  At  every  tea-table,  his 
name  was  occasionally  put  to  the  torture, 
with  that  of  the  vile  creature  wliom  he  had 
seduced ;  though  it  was  generally  taken  for 
granted,  by  all  those  female  casuists,  that 
she  must  have  made  the  first  advances !  for 
it  could  not  be  supposed  that  any  man  would 
take  much  trouble  in  laying  schemes  for  the 
ruin  of  a  person  whose  attractions  were  so 
slender,  especially  considering  the  ill  state 
of  her  health,  a  circumstance  that  seldom 
adds  to  a  woman's  beauty  or  good  humour : 
besides,  she  was  always  a  pert  minx,  that 
affected  singularity,  and  a  masculine  manner 
of  speaking;  and  many  of  them  had  foreseen 
that  she  would,  some  time  or  other,  bring 
herself  into  such  a  premunire.  At  all  gossip- 
pings  where  the  apothecary  or  his  wife  as- 
sisted. Fathom's  pride,  ingratitude,  and  mal- 
practice, were  canvassed ;  in  all  clubs  of 
married  men,  he  was  mentioned  with  marks 
of  abhorrence  and  detestation ;  and  every 
medical  coffee-house  rung  witli  his  reproach. 
Instances  of  his  ignorance  and  presumption 
were  quoted,  and  many  particulars  feigned 
for  the  purpose  of  defamation ;  so  that  our 
hero  was  exactly  in  the  situation  of  a  horse- 
man, who,  in  riding  at  full  speed  for  the 
plate,  is  thrown  from  the  saddle  in  the  middle 
of  the  race,  and  left  without  sense  or  motion 
upon  the  plain.  His  progress,  though  rapid, 
had  been  so  short,  that  he  could  not  be  sup- 
posed to  have  hid  up  store  against  such  a 
day  of  trouble;  and  as  he  still  cherished 
hopes  of  surmounting  those  obstacles  which 
had  so  suddenly  started  up  in  his  way,  he 
would  not  resign  his  equipage,  nor  retrench 
his  expenses ;  but  appeared,  as  usual,  in  all 
public  places,  with  that  serenity  and  confi- 
denco  of  feature  which  he  had  never  deposi- 
ted, and  maintained  his  external  pomp  upon 
the  little  he  had  reserved  in  the  days  of  his 
prosperity,  and  the  credit  he  had  acquired 
by  the  punctuality  of  his  former  payments. 
Both  these  funds,  however,  failed  in  a  very 
little  time;  his  law-suit  was  a  gulf  that 
swallowed  up  all  his  ready  money;  and  the 
gleanings  of  his  practice  were  scarce  suffi- 
cwnt  to  answer  hw  pocket  c;fj>v--^"-  which 


now  increased  in  proportion  to  the  decrease 
of  business  ;  for,  as  he  had  more  idle  time, 
and  was  less  admitted  into  private  families, 
so  he  thought  he  had  mure  occasion  to  en- 
large his  acquaintance  among  his  own  sex, 
who  alone  were  able  to  su|)port  him  in  his 
disgrace  with  the  otiier.  lie  accordingly 
listt;d  himself  in  several  clubs,  and  endea. 
vourcd  to  monopolize  the  venereal  branch  or 
trade ;  though  this  was  but  an  indifferent 
resource ;  for  almost  all  his  patients  of  this 
class  were  such  as  either  could  not,  or  would 
not,  properly  recompense  the  physician. 

For  some  time  he  lingered  in  this  situation, 
without  going  upwards  or  downwards,  float- 
ing like  a  wisp  of  straw  at  the  turning  of  tl>e 
tide,  until  he  could  no  longer  amuse  the  per- 
son of  whom  he  had  hired  his  coach  horses, 
or  postpone  the  other  demands  which  multi- 
plied upon  him  every  day.  Then  was  his 
chariot  overturned  with  a  hideous  crash,  and 
his  face  so  much  wounded  with  the  shivers 
of  the  glass,  which  went  to  pieces  in  the  fall, 
that  he  appeared  in  the  coffee-house  with 
lialf  a  dozen  black  patclies  upon  his  counte. 
nance,  gave  a  most  circumstantial  detail  of 
the  risk  he  had  run,  and  declared,  tliat  he 
did  not  believe  he  should  ever  hazard  him- 
self again  in  any  sort  of  wheel  carriage. 

Soon  after  this  accident,  he  took  an  oppor 
tunity  of  telling  his  friends,  in  the  same  pub- 
lic place,  that  he  had  turned  away  his  foot- 
man on  account  of  his  drunkenness,  and  w'as 
resolved,  for  the  future,  to  keep  none  but 
maids  in  his  service,  because  men-servants 
are  generally  impudent,  lazy,  debauched,  or 
dishonest ;  and,  after  all,  neither  so  neat, 
handy,  nor  agreeable,  as  th.e  other  sex.  In 
the  rear  of  this  resolution,  he  shifted  liis 
lodgings  into  a  private  court,  being  distracted 
with  tlie  din  of  carriages,  that  disturb  the  in- 
habitants who  live  towards  the  open  street; 
and  gave  his  acquaintance  to  understand, 
that  he  had  a  medical  work  upon  the  anvil, 
which  he  could  not  finish  without  being  in- 
dulged  in  silence  and  tranquillity.  In  eflect, 
he  gradually  put  on  the  exteriors  of  an  author. 
His  watch,  with  an  horizontal  movement  by 
Graham,  which  he  had  often  mentioned,  and 
shown  as  a  very  curious  piece  of  workman- 
ship, began,  about  this  time,  to  be  very  much 
out  of  order,  and  was  committed  to  the  care 
of  a  mender,  who  was  in  no  hurry  to  restore 
it.  His  tie-wig  degenerated  into  a  major; 
he  sometimes  appeared  without  a  sword ; 
and  was  even  observed  in  public  with  a 
second  day's  shirt :  at  least  his  clothes  became 
rusty  ;  and,  when  he  walked  about  the  streets, 
his  head  turned  round  in  a  surprising  manner, 
by  an  involuntary  motion  in  his  neck,  which 
he  had  contracted  by  a  habit  of  ifconnoitring 
the  ground,  that  he  might  avoid  all  dangerous 
or  disagreeable  encounters. 

Fathom,  finding  himself  descending  the 
hill  of  fortune  with  an  acquired  gravitation, 
strove  to  catch  at  every  twig,  in  order  to 
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Btop  or  retard  his  descent.  He  now  regret- 
ted the  oi)porfunities  fie  had  neglected,  of 
marrying  one  of  several  women  of  moderate 
fortune, "wli-  had  made  advances  to  him  in 
the  zenith  of  hia  reputation;  and  endeavoured, 
liv  forcing  himself  into  a  lower  path  of  life 
than  any  he  had  hitherto  trode,  to  keep  him- 
self afloat,  with  the  portion  of  some  trades- 
man's daughter,  whom  he  meant  to  espouse. 
While  lie  e.Kerted  himself  in  this  pursuit,  he 
happened,  in  returning  from  a  place  about 
thirty  miles  from  Loudon,  to  become  ac- 
quainted, in  the  stage-coacii,  witii  a  young 
woman  of  a  very  homely  appearance,  whom, 
from  the  driver's  information,  he  understood 
to  be  the  niece  of  a  country  justice,  and 
daughter  of  a  soap  boiler,  who  had  lived  and 
died  in  London,  and  left  her,  in  her  infancy, 
Bole  heiress  of  his  eft'ects,  which  amounted 
to  four  thousand  pounds.  Tiie  uncle,  who 
was  her  guardian,  had  ke])t  her  sacred  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  v>'orld,  resolving  to 
effect  a  match  betwixt  her  and  his  own  son  ; 
and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  he  had  con- 
sented to  this  journey,  whicii  she  had  under- 
taken as  a  visit  to  her  own  mother,  who  had 
married  a  second  husband  in  town. 

Fraught  with  these  anecdotes,  Fathom 
began  to  put  forth  his  gallantry  and  good 
humour,  and,  in  a  word,  was  admitted  by 
the  lady  to  the  privilege  of  an  acquaintance, 
in  which  capacity  he  visited  her  during  the 
term  of  her  residence  in  London ;  and,  as 
there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  declared  his 
honourable  intentions.  He  had  such  a  man- 
ifest advantage,  in  point  of  personal  accom- 
plishments, over  the  young  gentleman  who 
was  destined  for  her  husband,  that  she  did 
not  disdain  his  proposals  ;  and,  before  she 
set  out  for  the  country,  he  had  made  such 
progress  in  her  heart,  that  the  day  was  ac- 
tually fixeil  for  their  nuptials,  on  which  he 
faithfully  promised  to  carry  her  off  in  a  coach 
and  six.  How  to  raise  money  for  this  ex- 
pedition was  all  the  difficulty  that  remained  ; 
for,  by  this  time,  his  finances  were  utterly 
dried  up,  and  his  credit  altogether  exhausted. 
Upon  a  very  pressing  occasion,  ho  had  form- 
erly applied  himself  to  a  certain  wealtliy 
miack.  who  had  relieved  his  necessities  by 
lending  him  a  small  sum  of  money,  in  return 
<or  having  communicated  to  him  a  secret 
'««dicinc,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  the  most 
admirable  specific  that  ever  was  invented. 
The  nostrum  had  been  used,  and,  luckily  for 
him,  Eucctsded  in  the  trial  ;  so  that  the  em- 
piric, in  the  midst  of  his  satisfaction,  began 
to  reflect,  that  this  same  Fathom,  who  pre- 
tended to  be  in  possession  of  a  great  many 
remedies,  equally  efficacious,  would  certainly 
become  a  formidable  rival  to  him  in  his  busi- 
ness, should  he  ever  be  able  to  extricate  him- 
self from  his  i)resent  difficulties. 

In  consequence  of  these  suggestions,  he 
resolved  to  keep  our  adventurer's  head  under 
H  \ter,  by  maintaining  him  in  the  most  abject 


dependence  :  accordingly,  he  had,  from  time 
to  time,  accommodated  him  with  small  trifles, 
whicii  barely  served  to  support  his  existence, 
and  even  for  these  had  taken  notes  of  hand, 
that  he  might  have  a  scourge  over  his  head, 
in  case  he  should  prove  insolent  or  refrac- 
tory. To  this  benefactor  Fathom  applied 
for  a  reinforcement  of  twenty  guineas,  which 
he  solicited  with  the  more  confidence,  aa 
that  sum  v/ould  certainly  enable  him  to  re- 
pay all  other  obligations.  Tlie  quack  would 
advance  the  money  upon  no  other  condition, 
than  that  of  knowing  the  scheme,  which  being 
explained,  he  complied  with  Ferdinand's  re- 
quest ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  privately  de 
spatched  an  express  to  the  younglady's  uncle, 
with  a  full  account  of  the  whole  conspiracy  ; 
so  that,  when  the  doctor  arrived  at  the  inn, 
according  to  appointment,  ho  was  received 
by  his  worship  in  person,  who  gave  him  to 
understand  that  liis  niece  had  changed  her 
mind,  and  gone  fifty  miles  fartlier  into  the 
country  to  visit  a  relation.  This  was  a  griev- 
ous disappointment  to  Fathom,  who  really 
believed  his  mistress  had  forsaken  him  through 
mere  levity  and  caprice,  and  was  not  unde- 
ceived till  several  months  after  her  marriage 
with  her  cousin,  when,  at  an  accidental 
meeting  in  London,  she  explained  the  story 
of  the  secret  intelligence,  and  excused  her 
marriage  as  the  effect  of  rigorous  usage  and 
compulsion. 

Had  our  hero  been  really  enamoured  of 
her  person,  he  might  have  probably  accom- 
plished his  wishes,  notwithstanding  the  steps 
she  had  taken.  But  this  was  not  the  case  : 
his  passion  was  of  a  different  nature,  and  the 
object  of  it  effectually  without  his  reach. 
With  regard  to  his  appetite  for  women,  as 
it  was  an  infirmity  of  his  constitution,  which 
he  could  not  overcome,  and  as  he  was  in  no 
condition  to  gratify  it  at  a  great  expense,  he 
had  of  late  chosen  a  house-keeper  from  the 
hundreds  of  Drury,  and,  to  avoid  scandal, 
allowed  her  to  assume  his  name.  As  to  the 
intimation  which  had  been  sent  to  the  country 
justice,  he  immediately  imputed  it  to  the  true 
author,  whom  he  marked  for  his  vengeance 
accordingly ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  sup- 
pressed his  resentment,  because  he,  in  some 
measure,  depended  upon  him  for  subsistence. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  quack,  dreading  the 
fowardness  and  plausibility  of  our  hero,  which 
might,  one  time  or  other,  render  him  inde 
pendent,  put  a  stop  to  those  supplies,  on 
pretence  of  finding  them  inconvenient;  but, 
out  of  his  friendshij)  and  good-will  to  Fathom, 
undertook  to  procure  for  him  such  letters  of 
recommendation  as  would  infallibly  make  hie 
fortune  in  the  West  Indies,  and  even  to  fit 
him  out  in  a  genteel  manner  for  the  voyage. 
Ferdinand  perceived  his  drift,  and  thanked 
him  for  his  generous  offer,  which  he  would 
not  fail  to  consider  with  all  due  deliberation, 
though  he  was  determined  against  the  pro 
posal,  but  obliged  to  temporize,  that  he  migh 
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not  incur  the  displeasure  of  tliis  mp.ii,  at 
wliosc  mercy  ho  hiy.  Me;iii\vhile  tlie  prose- 
cution against  him  in  Doetors'  Commons 
drew  near  a  period,  and  tiie  lawyers  were 
clamorous  for  money,  without  whicli,  he  fore- 
saw he  sliould  lose  the  advantage  which  Iiis 
cause  had  lately  acquired  by  the  death  of  his 
antagonist's  chief  evidence  :  he,  therefore, 
Bceing  every  other  channel  shut  up,  began 
to  doubt  whether  the  risk  of  being  ap|)re- 
hended  or  slain  in  the  character  of  a  high- 
wayman, was  not  overbalanced  by  the  i)ros- 
pect  of  being  acquitted  of  a  charge  which 
had  .mined  his  reputation  and  fortune,  and 
actuah'y  enti  rtained  thoughts  of  taking  tlic 
air  on  Ilounsiow  .leath,  when  he  was  diverted 
from  this  expedien,  by  a  very  singular  ad- 
^•enturc. 


CHAPTER  LV. 

After  divers  nnsucressful  ifforts,  he  has 
recourse  to  the  matrimonial  noose. 

Chancing  to  meet  with  one  of  his  acquaint- 
ance at  a  certain  coiTeehouse,  the  discourse 
turned  upon  the  characters  of  mankind,  when, 
among  other  oddities,  his  friend  brought  u])on 
the  carpet  a  certain  old  gentlewoman  of  such 
a  rapacious  disposition,  that,  like  a  jackdaw, 
Bhe  never  beheld  any  metalline  substance, 
without  an  inclination,  and  even  an  effort,  to 
oecret  it  for  her  own  use  and  contemplation  : 
nor  was  this  infirmity  originally  produced 
from  indigence,  inasmuch  as  her  circum- 
stances had  been  always  afiluent,  and  she 
was  now  possessed  of  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  in  the  funds  ;  notwithstanding  which, 
the  avarice  of  her  nature  tempted  her  to  let 
lodgings,  though  few  people  could  live  under 
the  same  roof  with  such  an  original,  who, 
rather  than  be  idle,  had  often  filched  pieces 
of  lier  own  plate,  and  charged  her  servants 
with  the  theft,  or  hinted  suspicion  of  her 
lodgers.  Fathom,  struck  with  the  descrip- 
tion, soon  perceived  how  this  woman's  dis- 
ease might  be  converted  to  his  advantage  ; 
and  after  having  obtained  sufficient  intelli- 
gence, on  pretence  of  satisfying  his  curiosity, 
lie  visited  the  widow,  in  consequence  of  a 
bill  at  her  door,  and  actually  hired  an  apart- 
ment in  her  house,  whither  he  forthwith 
repaired  with  his  inamorata.  It  was  not  long 
before  ne  perceived  that  his  landlady's  cha- 
racter had  not  oeen  misrepresented  :  he  fed 
her  distemper  witn  divers  inconsiderable 
trinkets,  such  as  copper  medals,  cork-screws, 
aid  buckles,  and  a  paltry  seal  set  in  silver, 
which  were,  at  ditferent  times,  laid  as  baits 
for  her  infirmity,  and  always  conveyed  away 
with  remarkable  eagerness,  which  he  and  his 
l)ulcinea  took  pleasure  in  observing  from  an 
unsuspected  place.  Thus  confirmed  in  his 
opinion,  he  &t  length  took  an  opportunity  of 
exposing  a  metal  watch  which  belonged  *o 
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his  mistress,  and  saw  it  seized,  with  great 
satisfaction,  in  the  absence  of  his  helpmate 
who  had  gone  abroad  on  purpose.  Accorc 
iiig  to  instruction,  she  soon  returned,  ana 
began  to  raise  a  terrible  clamour  about  the 
loss  of  her  watch  ;  upon  which  she  was  con- 
doled by  her  landlady,  who  seemed  to  doubt 
the  integrity  of  the  maid,  and  even  proposed 
that  Mrs  Fathom  should  apply  to  some  jus- 
tice  of  the  peace  for  a  warrant  to  search  the 
servaot's  trunk.  The  lady  thanked  her  for 
the  good  advice  ;  in  compliance  with  which 
she  had  immediate  recourse  to  a  magistrate, 
who  granted  a  search  warrant,  not  against 
the  maid,  but  the  mistress.;  and  she,  in  a  little 
time,  returned  with  the  constable  at  her  back. 

These  precautions  being  taken.  Doctor 
Fathom  desired  a  private  conference  with  the 
old  gentlewoman,  in  which  he  gave  her  to 
understand,  that  he  had  undoubted  proofs  of 
her  having  secreted,  not  only  the  watch,  but 
also  several  other  odd  things  of  less  conse- 
quence, which  he  had  lost  since  his  residence 
in  her  house  :  he  then  showed  the  warrant 
he  hud  obtained  against  her,  and  asked  if  she 
liad  any  thing  to  offer  why  the  constable 
should  not  do  his  duty.  Inexpressible  were 
the  anguish  and  confusion  of  the  defendant, 
when  she  found  herself  thus  entrapped,  and 
reflected,  that  she  was  on  Uie  point  of  being 
detected  of  felony,  for  she  at  once  concluded 
that  the  snare  was  laid  for  her,  and  knew 
that  the  ofiicer  of  justice  would  certainly  find 
the  unlucky  watch  in  one  of  the  drawers  of 
her  escrutoire. 

Tortured  with  these  suggestions,  afraid  of 
public  disgrace,  and  dreading  the  consequence. 
of  legal  conviction,  she  fell  on  her  knees 
before  the  injured  Fathom,  and,  after  having 
imputed  her  crime  to  the  temptations  of  ne- 
cessity, implored  his  compassion,  promised 
to  restore  the  watch,  and  every  thing  she  had 
taken,  and  begged  he  would  dismiss  the  con- 
stable, that  her  reputation  might  not  sufier 
in  the  eye  of  tlie  world. 

Ferdinand,  with  a  severity  of  countenance, 
purposely  assumed,  observed,  that  were  she 
really  indigent,  he  had  charity  enough  to  for- 
give what  she  had  done ;  but,  as  he  knew 
her  circumstances  were  opulent,  he  looked 
upon  this  excuse  as  an  aggravation  of  her 
guilt,  which  was  certainly  the  effect  of  a 
vicious  inclination ;  and  he  was  therefore 
determined  to  prosecute  her  with  the  utmost 
severity  of  the  law,  as  an  example  and  terror 
to  others,  who  miglit  be  infected  with  the 
same  evil  disposition.  Finding  him  deaf  to 
all  her  tears  and  entreaties,  she  changed  hoi 
note,  and  offered  him  one  hundred  guineas.; 
if  he  would  compromise  the  afiair,  and  drop 
the  prosecution,  so  as  that  her  character 
should  sustain  no  damage.  After  much  argu- 
mentation, he  consented  to  accept  cf  double 
the  sum,  which  being  instantly  paid  in  East- 
India  bonds.  Doctor  Fathom  told  the  consta- 
ble, that  the  watch  was  found  ;  and  for  one* 
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her  reputation  was  patched  up.  This  sea- 
sonable supply  enabled  our  hero  to  stand 
trial  with  his  adversary,  who  was  non-suited, 
and  also  to  mend  his  external  appearance, 
which  of  late  had  not  been  extremely  mag- 
niticent. 

Soon  after  this  gleam  of  good  fortune  u 
tradesman,  to  whom  he  was  considerably 
indebted,  seeing  no  other  probable  means  to 
recover  his  money,  introduced  Fathom  to  the 
acquaintance  of  a  young  widow  who  lodged 
at  his  house,  and  was  said  to  be  in  possession 
of  a  considerable  fortune.  Considering  the 
iteps  that  were  taken,  it  would  have  been 
almost  impossible  for  him  to  miscarry  in  his 
addresses.  The  lady  had  been  bred  in  the 
country,  was  unacquainted  with  tlie  world, 
and  of  a  very  sanguine  disposition,  v/hich 
her  short  trial  of  matrimony  had  not  served 
to  cool  Our  adventurer  was  instructed  to 
call  at  the  tradesman's  liouse,  as  if  by  acci- 
dent, at  an  appointed  time,  when  the  widow 
was  drinking  tea  with  her  landlady.  On 
these  occasions  he  always  behaved  to  admi- 
ration. She  liked  his  person,  and  praised 
his  politeness,  good  humour,  and  good  sense  ; 
his  confederates  extolled  him  as  a  prodigy 
of  learning,  taste,  and  good  nature  ;  they 
likewise  represented  him  as  a  person  on  the 
eve  of  eclipsing  all  his  competitors  in  physic. 
An  acquaintance  and  intimacy  soon  ensued, 
nor  was  he  restricted  in  point  of  opportunity. 
In  a  word,  he  succeeded  in  his  endeavours, 
and  one  evening,  on  pretence  of  attending 
her  to  the  play,  he  accompanied  her  to  the 
Fleet,  where  they  were  married,  in  presence 
of  the  tradesman  and  his  wife,  who  were  of 
the  party. 

This  grand  affair  being  accomplished  to 
his  satisfaction,  he  ne.xt  day  visited  her  bro- 
ther, who  was  a  counsellor  of  the  Temple, 
to  make  him  acquainted  with  the  step  his 
sister  had  taken  ;  and  though  the  lawyer  was 
not  a  little  mortified  to  find  that  she  had  made 
■such  'a  clandestine  match,  he  behaved  civilly 
to  his  new  brother-in-law,  and  gave  him  to 
understand,  that  his  wife's  fortune  consisted 
of  a  jointure  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
a-year,  and  fifteen  hundred  pounds  bequeathed 
to  her  during  her  widowhood  by  her  own 
father,  who  had  taken  the  precaution  of  set- 
tling it  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  in  such  a 
manner,  as  that  any  husband  she  might  after- 
wards espouse  should  be  restricted  from 
encroaching  upon  the  capital,  which  was 
•eserved  for  the  benefit  of  her  heirs.  This 
.Titimation  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to 
our  hero,  who  had  been  informed  that  this 
sum  was  absolutely  at  the  lady's  disposal, 
and  had  actually  destined  the  greatest  part 
of  it  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  for  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  furnishing  an  elegant 
(louse,  and  setting  up  a  new  equipage. 

Notwithstanding  this  disappointment,  he 
resolved  to  carry  on  his  plan  upon  the  credit 
9f  his  nrrarriagc,  which  was  published  in   i 


very  pompous  article  of  the  newspapers  ;  9 
chariot  was  bespoken,  a  ready-furnished  house 
immediately  taken,  and  Doctor  Fathom  be- 
gan  to  re-appear  in  all  his  former  splendour. 

His  good  friend  the  empiric,  alarmed  at 
this  event,  which  not  only  raised  our  adven. 
turer  into  the  sphere  of  a  dangerous  rival, 
but  also  furnished  him  with  means  to  revenge 
the  ill  office  he  had  sustained  at  his  hands 
on  the  adventure  of  the  former  match ;  for 
by  this  time  Fathom  had  given  him  some 
hints,  importing,  that  he  was  not  ignorant 
of  his  treacherous  behaviour ;  roused,  I  say, 
by  these  considerations,  he  employed  one  of 
his  emissaries,  who  had  some  knowledge  of 
Fathom's  brother-in-law,  to  prejudice  him 
against  our  adventurer,  whom  he  represented 
as  a  needy  sharper,  not  only  overwhelmed 
with  debt  and  disgrace,  but  likewise  pre- 
viously married  to  a  poor  woman,  who  was 
prevented  by  nothing  but  want  from  seeking 
redress  at  law.  To  confirm  these  assertions, 
lie  gave  him  a  detail  of  Fathom's  incum- 
brances, which  he  had  learned  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  even  brought  the  counsellor  into 
company  with  the  person  who  had  lived  with 
our  hero  before  marriage,  and  who  was  so 
much  incensed  at  her  abrupt  dismission,  that 
she  did  not  scruple  to  corroborate  these  alle- 
gations of  the  informer. 

The  lawyer,  startled  at  this  intelligence, 
set  on  foot  a  minute  inquiry  into  the  life  and 
conversation  of  the  doctor,  which  turned  out 
so  little  to  the  advantage  of  his  character 
and  circumstances,  that  he  resolved,  if  possi- 
ble, to  disunite  him  from  his  family ;  and,  as 
a  previous  step,  repeated  to  his  sister  all  that 
he  had  heard  to  the  prejudice  of  her  husband, 
not  forgetting  to  produce  the  evidence  of  his 
mistress,  who  laid  claim  to  him  by  a  prior 
title,  which,  she  pretended,  could  be  proved 
by  the  testimony  of  the  clergyman  who  joined 
them.  Such  an  explanation  could  not  fail 
to  inflame  the  resentment  of  the  injured  wife, 
who,  at  the  very  first  opportunity,  giving  a 
loose  to  the  impetuosity  of  her  temper,  up- 
braided our  hero  with  the  most  bitter  invec- 
tives for  his  perfidious  dealing. 

Ferdinand,  conscious  of  liis  own  inno- 
cence, which  he  had  not  always  to  plead,  far 
from  attempting  to  sooth  her  indignation, 
assumed  the  authority  and  prerogative  of  a 
husband,  and  sharply  reprehended  her  for 
her  credulity  and  indecent  warmth.  This 
rebuke,  instead  of  silencing,  gave  new  spirit 
and  volubility  to  her  reproaches,  in  the  course 
of  which  she  plainly  taxed  him  with  want  of 
honesty  and  affection,  and  said,  that,  though 
his  pretence  was  love,  his  aim  was  no  othei 
than  a  base  design  upon  her  fortune. 

Fathom,  stung  with  these  accusations 
which  he  really  did  not  deserve,  replied  with 
uncommon  heat,  and  charged  her  in  his  turn 
with  want  of  sincerity  and  candour,  in  the 
false  account  she  had  given  of  that  same  for- 
tune before  marriage.     He  even  magnified 
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fiis  own  coiulcsceiision,  in  surrendorinij  his 
liberty  to  a  woman  who  had  so  little  to  reooni- 
nicnd  her  to  the  addresses  of  the  other  sex  : 
a  rellection  which  provoked  this  mild  crea- 
ture to  such  a  degree  of  animosity,  that,  tor- 
getting  her  duty  and  allegiance,  she  lent  him 
a  box  on  the  ear  with  such  energy  as  made 
his  eyes  water :  and  he,  for  the  honour  of 
manhood  and  sovereignty,  having  washed 
her  face  with  a  dish  of  tea,  withdrew  abruptly 
to  a  coffeehouse  in  the  neighbourhood,  where 
iie  liad  not  long  remained,  when  his  passion 
subsided,  and  he  then  saw  the  expediency 
of  an  immediate  reconciliation,  which  he 
resolved  to  purchase,  even  at  the  expense  of 
a  submission. 

It  was  pity  that  such  a  salutary  resolution 
had  not  been  sooner  taken  ;  for,  when  he 
returned  to  his  own  house,  he  understood 
that  Mrs  Fathom  had  gone  abroad  in  a  hack- 
ney conch  ;  and,  upon  examining  her  apart- 
ment, in  lieu  of  her  clothes  and  trinkets, 
which  she  had  removed  with  admirable  dex- 
terity and  dispatch,  he  found  this  billet  in 
one  of  the  drawers  of  her  bureau. — "  Sir, 
Being  convinced  that  you  are  a  cheat  and  an 
impostor,  I  have  withdrawn  myself  from 
your  cruelty  and  machinations,  with  a  view 
to  solicit  the  protection  of  the  law  ;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  I  shall  soon  be  able  to  prove 
that  you  have  no  just  title  to,  or  demand  upon, 
the  person  or  effects  of  the  unfortunate  Sa-ah 
Muddy." 

The  time  had  been  when  Mr  Fathom  would 
have  allowed  Mrs  Muddy  to  refine  at  her 
leisure,  and  blessed  God  for  his  happy  de- 
'iverance  ;  but  at  present  the  case  was  quite 
altered.  Smarting  as  he  was  from  the  ex- 
pense of  law-suits,  he  dreaded  a  prosecution 
for  bigamy,  which  (though  he  had  justice  on 
nis  side)  he  knew  he  could  not  of  himself 
support :  besides,  all  his  other  schemes  of 
life  were  frustrated  by  this  unlucky  elope- 
ment, lie  therefore  speedily  determined  to 
anticipate,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  the  malice 
of  his  enemies,  and  to  obtain,  without  delay, 
authentic  documents  of  his  marriage.  With 
this  view  he  hastened  to  the  house  of  the 
tradesman,  wlio,  with  his  wife,  had  been  wit- 
ness to  the  ceremony  and  consummation  ; 
and,  in  order  to  interest  them  the  more  warmly 
in  his  cause,  made  a  pathetic  recital  of  this 
unhappy  breach,  in  which  he  had  suffered 
such  injury  and  insult.  But  all  his  rhetoric 
would  not  avail :  Mrs  Muddy  had  been  be- 
forehand with  him,  and  had  proved  the  better 
erator  of  the  two ;  for  she  had  assailed  this 
nonest  couple  with  such  tropes  and  figures 
of  eloquence  as  were  altogether  irresistible; 
nevertheless,  they  heard  our  hero  to  an  end 
with  great  patience.  Then  the  wife,  who 
was  the  common  mouth  upon  all  such  occa- 
sions, contracting  her  features  into  a  very 
formal  disposition, — "I'll  assure  vou,"  said 
she,  "  Doctor  Fathom,  my  husband  and  I 
Have  been  in  a  very  great  terrification  and 
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numplush  to  hear  such  bad  things  of  a  person^ 
wiium,  as  one  may  say,  we  thought  a  worthy 
gentleman,  and  were  ready  to  serve  at  aL 
times,  by  day  and  by  night,  as  the  saying  is 
and  besides,  for  all  that,  you  know,  and  God 
knows,  as  we  are  dustrious  people,  and  work 
hard  for  what  we  get,  and  we  have  served 
gentlemen  to  our  own  harm,  whereby  my 
husband  was  last  Tuesday  served  with  a 
siserary,beingthat  he  was  bound  fiir  an  officer 
that  ran  away  ;  and  I  said  to  my  husband, 
Timothy,  says  I,  'tis  a  very  hard  thing  for 
one  to  ruin  one's  self  for  stranger  people: — 
There's  Doctor  Fathom,  says  1 ;  his  account 
comes  to  nine-and-forty  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings andfourpence  halfpenny;  and  you  know, 
doctor,  that  was  before  your  last  bill  began  ; 
but,  howsomever,  little  did  I  think  as  how  a 
gentleman  of  your  learning  would  go  to  de- 
ceive a  poor  gentlewoman,  when  you  had 
another  wife  alive." 

In  vain  did  our  adventurer  endeavour  to 
vindicate  himself  from  this  aspersion  ;  the 
good  woman,  like  a  great  many  modern  d.is- 
ptitants,  proceeded  with  her  declamation 
without  seeming  to  hear  what  was  said  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question,  and  the  hus- 
band was  altogether  neutral.  At  length, 
Ferdinand  finding  all  his  protestations  in- 
effectual, "  Well,"  said  he,  "  though  you  are 
resolved,  I  see,  to  discredit  all  that  I  can  say 
in  opposition  to  that  scandalous  slander,  of 
which  I  can  easily  acquit  myself  in  a  court 
of  justice,  surely  you  will  not  refuse  to  grant 
me  a  certificate,  signifying  that  you  were 
present  at  the  ceremony  of  my  marriage  with 
this  unhappy  woman."  "  You  shall  excuse 
us,"  replied  the  female  orator,  "  people  can- 
not be  too  wary  in  signing  their  names  ir 
this  wicked  world  ;  many  a  one  has  been 
brought  to  ruination  by  signing  his  name,  and 
my  iiusband  shall  not,  with  my  good  will, 
draw  himself  into  such  a  primmineery." 

Fathom,  alarmed  at  this  refusal,  earnestly 
argued  against  the  inhumanity  and  injustice 
of  it,  appealing  to  their  own  consciences  for 
the  reasonableness  of  his  proposal ;  but,  from 
the  evasive  answers  of  the  wife,  he  had  rea- 
son to  believe,  that,  long  before  the  time  of 
trial,  they  would  take  care  to  have  forgotten 
the  whole  transactioi  . 

Though  he  was  equally  confounded  and 
incensed  at  this  instance  of  their  perfidy,  he 
durst  not  manifest  his  indignation,  conscious 
of  the  advantage  they  had  over  him  in  divers 
respects  ;  but  repaired,  without  loss  of  time, 
to  the  lodging  of  the  clergyman  who  had 
noosed  him,  resolved  to  consult  his  register, 
and  secure  his  evidence.  Here  too  hie  evil 
genius  had  got  the  start  of  him  ;  for  the  worthy 
ecclesiastic  not  only  could  not  recollect  his 
features,  or  find  his  name  in  the  register, 
but,  when  importuned  by  his  pressing  remon- 
strances, took  umbrage  at  the  freedom  of  his 
behaviour,  and  threatened,  if  he  would  not 
immediately  take  himself  away,  to  raise  the 
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posse  of  llie  Fleet,  for  the  safety  of  his  own 
person. 

Rather  than  put  the  pastor  to  the  trouble 
of  alarming  his  flock',  he  retreated  with  a 
heavy  heart,  and  went  in  quest  of  his  mis- 
tress, whom  lie  had  dismissed  at  his  marriage, 
in  hopes  of  ellecting  a  reconciliation,  and 
preventing  her  from  joining  in  ttie  conspiracy 
against  Jiim  ;  but,  alas  !  he  met  with  such  a 
reception  as  he  Jiad  reason  to  expect  from  a 
slighted  woman,  who  had  never  felt  any  real 
attachment  fur  his  person.  Slie  did  not  up- 
braid him  with  his  cruelty  in  leaving  her  as 
a  mistress,  but,  with  a  species  of  effrontery 
never  enough  to  be  admired,  reproached  him 
with  his  villainy  in  abandoning  her,  who  was 
his  true  and  lawful  wife,  to  go  and  ruin  a 
poor  gentlewoman,  by  whose  fortune  he  had 
been  allured. 

When 'he  attempted  to  expostulate  with 
this  virago  upon  the  barbarity  of  this  asser- 
tion, she  very  prudently  declined  engaging 
in  private  conversation  with  such  an  artful 
and  wicked  man,  and,  calling  up  the  people 
of  the  house,  insisted  upon  his  being  con- 
ducted to  the  door. 


CHAPTER  LVL 

In  which  Jiis  fortune  is  effectually  strangled. 

Tee  last  resource,  and  that  upon  which  he 
least  depended,  was  the  advice  and  assist- 
ance of  his  old  friend  the  empiric,  with  whom 
he  still  maintained  a  sligiit  correspondence  : 
and  to  whose  house  he  steered  his  course,  in 
great  perplexity  and  tribulation.  That  gen- 
tleman, instead  of  consoling  him  with  assur- 
ances of  friendship  and  protection,  faithfully 
recapitulated  all  tlie  instances  of  his  indis- 
cretion and  misconduct,  taxed  him  with  want 
of  sincerity  in  the  West-India  affair,  as  well 
as  with  want  of  honesty  in  this  last  marriage, 
while  his  former  wife  was  alive  ;  and,  finally, 
reminded  him  of  his  notes,  which  he  desired 
might  be  immediately  taken  up,  as  he  (tlie 
f|uack)  had  present  occasion  for  a  sum  of 
money. 

Ferdinand,  seeing  it  would  be  impractica- 
ble to  derive  any  succour  from  this  quarter, 
sneaked  homewards,  in  order  to  hold  a  con- 
sultation with  his  own  thoughts  ;  and  the  first 
object  that  presented  itself  to  his  eyes,  when 
he  entered  his  apartment,  was  a  letter  from 
the  tradesman,  with  his  account  inclosed, 
amounting  to  forty-five  pounds,  which  the 
writer  desired  might  be  paid  without  delay. 
Before  he  had  time  to  peruse  the  articles,  he 
'eceived  a  summons,  in  consequence  of  a 
oiil  of  indictment  for  bigamy,  found  against 
him  in  Hicks's  Hall,  by  Sarah  Muddy,  widow; 
and,  while  he  was  revolving  measures  to 
avert  these  storms,  another  billet  arrived 
from  a  certain  attorney,  giving  him  to  under- 
land,  that  he  had  orders  from  Doctor  Buffalo, 


the  quack,  to  sue  him  for  the  payment  of 
several  notes,  unless  he  would  take  them  up 
in  three  days  from  the  date  of  this  letter. 

Such  a  concurrence  of  sinister  events  made 
a  deep  imjjression  upon  the  mind  of  our  ad- 
venturer :  all  his  fortitude  was  insulRcient  tc 
bear  hiin  up  against  this  torrent  of  misfor- 
tunes  ;  his  resources  were  all  dried  up,  liia 
invention  failed,  and  his  reflection  began  to 
take  a  new  turn.  "  To  what  purpose,"  said 
he  to  himself,  "  have  I  deserted  the  paths  of 
integrity  and  truth,  and  exhausted  a  fruitful 
imagination,  in  contriving  schemes  to  betray 
my  fellow-creatures  ;  if,  instead  of  acquiring 
a  splendid  fortune,  which  was  my  aim,  I  have 
suffered  such  a  series  of  mortifications,  and 
at  last  brought  myself  to  the  brink  of  inevita- 
ble destruction  "]  By  a  virtuous  exertion  of 
those  talents  I  inherit  from  nature  and  edu- 
cation,  I  might,  long  before  this  time,  have 
rendered  myself  independent,  and,  perhaps, 
conspicuous  in  life  :  I  might  have  grown  up 
like  a  young  oak,  which,  being  firmly  rooted 
in  its  kindred  soil,  gradually  raises  up  its 
lofty  head,  expands  its  leafy  arms,  projects  a 
noble  shade,  and  towers  the  glory  of  the 
plain  :  I  should  have  paid  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude  to  my  benefactors,  and  made  their  hearts 
sing  with  joy  for  the  happy  effects  of  their 
benevolence  ;  I  should  have  been  a  bulwark 
to  my  friends,  a  shelter  to  my  neighbours  in 
distress  ;  I  should  have  run  the  race  of  honour, 
seen  my  fame  diffused  like  a  sweet-smelling 
odour,  and  felt  the  ineffable  pleasure  of  doing 
good  :  whereas  I  am,  after  a  vicissitude  of 
disappointments,  dangers,  and  fatigues,  re- 
duced  to  misery  and  shame,  aggravated  by  a 
conscience  loaded  with  treachery  and  guilt. 
I  have  abused  the  confidence  and  generosity 
of  my  patron  ;  I  have  defrauded  his  family, 
under  the  mask  of  sincerity  and  attachment; 
I  have  taken  the  most  cruel  and  base  advan- 
tages of  virtue  in  distress ;  I  have  seduced 
unsuspecting  innocence  to  ruin  and  despair; 
I  have  violated  the  most  sacred  trust  reposed 
in  me  by  my  friend  and  benefactor ;  I  have 
betrayed  his  love,  torn  his  noble  heart  asun- 
der, by  means  of  the  most  perfidious  slander 
and  false  insinuations  ;  and,  finally,  brought 
to  an  untimely  grave  the  fairest  pattern  of 
human  beauty  and  perfection.  Shall  the 
autlior  of  these  crimes  pass  with  impunity  1 
Shall  he  hope  to  prosper  in  the  midst  of  such 
enormous  guilt  ]  It  were  an  imputation  upon 
Providence  to  suppose  it. — Ah,  no  !  I  begin 
to  feel  myself  overtaken  by  the  eternal  jus- 
tice  of  Heaven !  I  totter  on  the  edge  of 
wretchedness  and  woe,  without  one  friendly 
hand  to  save  me  from  the  terrible  abyss." 

These  reflections,  which  perhaps  the  mi- 
sery of  his  fellow-creatures  would  never  have 
inspired,  had  he  himself  remained  without 
the  verge  of  misfortune,  were  now  produced 
from  the  sensation  of  his  own  calamities 
and,  for  the  first  time,  his  cheeks  were  be 
dewed  with  tlie  drops  of  penitence  and  sorrow 
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Contraries,  saith  Plato,  are  productive  of 
each  other.  Reformation  is  oftentimes  fjenc- 
ratetl  from  imsiicccssful  vice  ;  and  our  adven- 
turer was,  at  t  his  juncture,  very  well  disposed 
to  turn  over  a  new  leaf,  in  consequence  of 
those  sakitarj' suggestions  ;  though  he  was 
far  from  being  cured  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a  relapse  :  on  the  contrary,  all  the  faculties 
of  his  soul  were  so  well  adapted,  and  had 
been  so  long  habituated  to  deceit,  that,  in 
order  to  e.^tricate  himself  from  the  evils  that 
environed  him,  he  would  not,  in  all  probability, 
nave  scrupled  to  practise  it  upon  his  own 
father,  had  a  con  venicnt  opportunity  occurred. 

He  that  as  it  may,  he  certainly,  after  a 
tedious  and  fruitless  exercise  of  his  invention, 
resolved  to  effect  a  clandestine  retreat  from 
that  confederacy  of  enemies  which  he  could 
not  withstand,  and  once  more  join  his  fortune 
to  that  of  Renaldo,  whom  he  proposed  to 
serve,  for  the  future,  with  fidelity  and  affec- 
tion, thereby  endeavouring  to  atone  for  the 
treachery  of  his  former  conduct.  Thus  de- 
termined, he  packed  up  his  necessaries  in  a 
portmanteau,  attempted  to  amuse  his  credi- 
tors with  promises  of  speedy  payment,  and 
venturing  to  come  forth  in  the  dark,  took  a 
place  in  the  Canterbury  stage-coach,  after 
having  converted  his  superfluities  into  ready 
money.  These  steps  were  not  taken  with 
Buch  privacy,  as  to  eUide  the  vigilance  of  his 
adversaries  ;  for,  although  he  had  been  cau- 
tioufci  enough  to  transport  himself  and  his 
baggage  to  the  inn  on  Sunday  evening,  and 
never  doubted  that  the  vehicle,  which  set 
out  at  four  o'clock  on  Monday  morning, 
would  convey  him  out  of  the  reach  of  his 
creditors,  before  they  could  possibly  obtain  a 
writ  for  securing  his  person,  they  had  actually 
taken  such  precautions  as  frustrated  all  his 
finesse ;  and  the  coach  being  stopped  in  the 
borough  of  Southwark,  Doctor  Fathom  was 
seized  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  obtained  on  a 
criminal  indictment,  and  was  forthwith  con- 
ducted to  the  prison  of  the  King's  Bench  ; 
yet  not  before  he  had,  by  his  pathetic  remon- 
strances, excited  the  compassion,  and  even 
drawn  tears  from  the  eyes  of  his  fellow-pass- 
engers. 

He  no  sooner  recollected  himself  from  the 
shock  which  must  have  been  occasioned  by 
this  sinister  incident,  than  he  dispatched  a 
letter  to  his  brother-in-law  the  counsellor, 
requesting  an  immediate  conference,  in  which 
he  promised  to  make  such  a  proposal,  as 
would  save  him  all  the  expense  of  a  law-suit 
and  trial,  and  at  tiie  same  time  effectually 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  both.  He  was 
accordingly  fiivoured  with  a  visit  from  the 
lawyer,  to  whom,  after  the  most  solemn  pro- 
testations of  his  own  innocence,  he  declared, 
that,  finding  himself  unable  to  wage  war 
against  such  powerful  antagonists,  he  had 
resolved  even  to  abandon  his  indubitable 
right,  and  retire  into  another  country,  in 
order  to  screen  himself  from  persecution,  and 
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remove  all  cause  of  disquiet  from  the  prose- 
cutrix,  when  he  was  unfortunately  prevented 
by  the  warrant  which  had  been  oxecutec 
against  him.  He  said  he  was  still  willing 
for  the  sake  of  his  liberty,  to  sign  a  forma, 
renunciation  of  his  pretensions  to  Mrs  Fathom 
and  her  fortune,  provided  the  deeds  could  be 
e.xecutod,  and  the  warrant  withdrawn,  before 
he  should  be  detained  by  his  other  creditors  ; 
and,  lastly,  he  conjured  the  barrister  to  spare 
himself  the  guilt  and  the  charge  of  suborning 
evidence  for  the  destruction  of  an  unhappy 
man,  whose  misfortune  was  his  only  fault. 

The  lawyer  felt  the  force  of  his  expostula- 
tions ;  and  though  he  would  by  no  means 
suppose  him  innocent  of  the  charge  of  bigamv, 
yet,  under  the  pretext  of  humanity  and  coiii- 
miscration,  he  undertook  to  persuade  his 
sister  to  accept  of  a  proper  release,  which 
he  observed  would  not  be  binding,  if  executed 
during  the  confinement  of  Fathom  ;  he  there- 
fore took  his  leave,  in  order  to  prepare  the 
papers,  withdraw  the  action,  and  take  such 
other  measures  as  would  hinder  the  prisoner 
from  giving  him  the  slip.  Next  day  he  re- 
turned with  an  order  to  release  our  hero,  who 
being  formally  discharged,  was  conducted  by 
the  lawyer  to  a  tavern  in  the  neighbourhood, 
where  the  releases  were  exchanged,  and 
every  thing  concluded  with  amity  and  con- 
cord. Thisbusiness  being  happily  transacted, 
Fathom  stepped  into  a  hackney  coach  with 
his  baggage,  and  was  followed  by  a  bailiff', 
who  told  him  with  great  composure,  that  ho 
was  again  a  prisoner,  at  the  suit  of  Dr  Buf- 
falo, and  desired  the  coachman  to  reconduct 
him  to  the  lodging  he  had  so  lately  discharged. 

Fathom,  wliose  fortitude  had  been  hitherto 
of  the  pagan  temper,  was  now  fain  to  rein- 
force it  with  the  philosophy  of  christiar. 
resignation,  though  he  had  not  as  yet  arrived 
to  such  a  pitch  of  self-denial  as  to  forgive  the 
counsellor,  to  whose  double  dealing  he  im- 
puted this  new  calamity.  After  having  re 
ceived  the  compliments  of  the  jailor  on  his 
recommitment,  he  took  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
and  composed  an  artful  and  affecting  epistle 
to  the  empiric,  imploring  his  mercy,  flatter- 
ing  his  weakness,  and  demonstrating  the 
bad  policy  of  cooping  up  an  unhappy  man  in 
a  jail,  where  he  could  never  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  justice  to  his  creditors  ;  nor 
did  he  forget  to  declare  his  intention  of  retir- 
ing into  another  coimtry,  where  he  miglit 
have  some  chance  of  earning  a  subsistence, 
which  he  had  so  long  toiled  for  to  no  purpose- 
in  England.  This  last  declaration  he  made 
in  consequence  of  the  jealous  di.^'position  of 
the  quack,  who  he  knew  had  long  lookeri 
upon  him  in  the  odious  light  of  an  interlop- 
ing rival.  However,  he  reaped  no  benefit 
from  this  supplication,  which  served  only  ta 
gratify  the  pride  of  Buffalo,  who  produceu 
the  extravagant  encomiums  which  Fathon* 
had  bestowed  upon  him,  as  so  many  testimo- 
nials of  his  foe's,  bearing  witness  to  hi.s  virtue 
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CHAPTER  LVIL 

Fathom  heinfr  safely  housed,  the  reader  is 
entertained  with  a  retrospect. 

Bur  now  it  is  high  time  to  leave  our  adven- 
turer ♦"  chew  the  cud  of  reflection  and  re- 
morse ni  this  sohtary  mansion,  that  we  may 
Irace  Renakio  in  the  several  steps  he  took  to 
assert  iiis  right,  and  do  ju^itice  to  his  family. 
Never  man  indulged  a  more  melancholy  train 
of  ideas  than  tliat  wliich  accompanied  him 
in  his  journey  to  tiie  imperial  court :  for,  not- 
withstanding tlie  manifold  reasons  he  had  to 
expect  a  happy  issue  to  his  aim,  his  imagina- 
tion was  incessantly  infected  witli  something 
that  chilled  his  nerves,  and  saddened  his 
heart,  recurring,  with  quick  succession,  like 
llie  unwearied  wave  that  beats  upon  the  bleak 
inhospitable  Greenland  shore.  This,  tlie 
reader  will  easily  suppose,  was  no  other  than 
the  remembrance  of  the  forlorn  Monimia, 
whose  image  appeared  to  his  fancy  in  differ- 
ent attitudes,  according  to  the  prevalence  of 
the  passions  which  raged  in  his  bosom. 
Sometimes  he  viewed  her  in  the  light  of 
apostasy,  and  then  his  soul  was  maddened 
with  indignation  and  despair:  but  these  tran- 
sitory blasts  were  not  able  to  efl^ace  the  im- 
pressions she  had  formerly  made  upon  his 
lieart ;  impressions  which  he  had  so  often 
and  so  long  contemplated  with  inconceivable 
rapture.  These  pictures  still  remained,  re- 
presenting her  fair  as  the  most  perfect  idea 
of  beauty,  soft  and  tender  as  an  angel  of 
mercy  and  compassion,  warmed  with  every 
virtue  of  the  heart,  and  adorned  with  every 
accomplishment  of  human  nature  :  yet  the 
alarming  contrast  came  still  in  the  rear  of 
this  recollection  ;  so  that  his  soul  was  by 
turns  agitated  by  the  tempests  of  horror,  and 
overwhelmed  by  the  floods  of  grief. 

He  recalled  the  moment  on  which  he  first 
beheld  her,  with  tliat  pleasing  regret  which 
attends  the  memory  of  a  dear  deceased  friend; 
then  lie  bitterly  cursed  it,  as  the  source  of  all 
Ills  misfortunes  and  affliction :  he  thanked 
Heaven  for  having  blessed  him  with  a  friend 
to  detect  her  perndy  and  ingratitude  ;  then 
ardently  wished  he  had  still  continued  under 
Jie  influence  of  her  delusion.  In  a  word,  the 
oneliness  of  his  situation  aggravated  every 
horror  of  his  reflection  ;  for,  as  he  found  him- 
self without  company,  his  imagination  was 
never  solicited,  or  his  Jittcnlion  diverted, 
from  these  subjects  of  woe  ;  and  he  travelled 
to  Brussels  in  a  revery,  fraught  with  such 
torments  as  must  have  entirely  wrecked  liis 
•reason,  had  not  Providence  interposed  in  his 
behalf.  He  was,  by  his  postilion,  conducted 
to  one  of  the  best  inns  of  the  place,  where 
lie  understood  the  cloth  was  already  laid  for 
supper  ;  and  as  the  ordinary  is  open  to  stran- 
gers in  all  these  houses  of  entertainment,  he 


introduced  himself  into  the  company,  with  c 
view  to  alleviate,  in  some  measure,  his  sor- 
row and  chagrin,  by  the  conversation  of  hia 
fellow-guesLs  :  yet  lie  was  so  ill  prepared  to 
obtain  the  relief  which  he  courted,  that  he 
entered  the  apartment,  and  sat  down  to  table, 
witliout  distinguishing  eitlier  the  number  o? 
countenances  of  those  who  were  present : 
though  he  liimself  did  not  remain  so  unrc 
garded.  His  mien  and  deportment  producec' 
a  prepossession  in  his  favour ;  and  tlie  aii 
of  aftliction  so  remarkable  in  his  visage,  die 
not  fail  to  attract  their  sympathy  and  obser- 
vation. 

Among  the  rest  was  an  Irish  oflicer  in  the 
Austrian  service,  who  having  eyed  Renaldo 
attentively, — "  Sir,"  said  he,  rising,  "  if  my 
eyes  and  memory  do  not  deceive  me,  you  are 
the  Count  do  Melvil,  with  whom  I  had  the 
iionour  to  serve  upon  the  Rhine  during  the 
last  war."  The  youth,  hearing  his  own  name 
mentioned,  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  at  once 
recognising  the  other  to  be  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  a  captain  in  his  father's  regiment, 
ran  forwards,  and  embraced  him  with  great 
affection. 

This  was,  in  divers  respects,  a  fortunate 
rencounter  for  young  Melvil ;  as  the  officer 
was  not  only  perfectly  well  acquamted  with 
the  situation  of  the  count's  family ;  but  also 
resolved,  in  a  ievj  days,  to  set  out  for  Vienna, 
whither  he  promised  to  accompany  Renaldo, 
as  soon  as  he  understood  his  route  lay  the 
same  way.  Before  the  day  fixed  for  their 
departure  arrived,  this  gentleman  found  means 
to  insinuate  himself  so  far  into  the  confidence 
of  the  count,  as  to  learn  the  cause  of  that 
distress  which  he  liad  observed  in  his  fea- 
tures at  their  first  meeting ;  and  being  a  gen- 
tleman of  uncommon  vivacity,  as  well  as 
sincerely  attached  to  the  family  of  Melvil,  to 
which  he  had  owed  his  promotion,  he  exerted 
all  his  good  humour  and  good  sense  in  amus- 
ing the  fancy,  and  reasoning  down  the  mor- 
tification of  the  afflicted  Hungarian.  He,  in 
particular,  endeavoured  to  wean  his  attention 
from  the  lost  Monimia,  by  engaging  it  upon 
his  domestic  affairs,  and  upon  the  wrongs  of 
his  mother  and  sister,  who,  he  gave  him  to 
understand,  were  languishing  under  the  tyran- 
ny of  his  father-in-law. 

This  was  a  note  that  effectually  rousec'. 
him  from  the  lethargy  of  his  sorrow  ;  and  the 
desire  of  taking  vengeance  on  the  opprcssoi 
wlio  had  ruined  his  fortune,  and  made  hia 
nearest  relations  miserable,  so  entirely  en- 
grossed his  thoughts,  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
other  considerations.  During  their  journey 
to  Austria,  Major  Farrel  (that  was  the  name 
of  his  fellow-traveller)  informed  him  of  manv 
circumstances  touching  iiis  father's  houst 
to  which  himself  was  an  utter  stranger. 

"  The  conduct  of  your  mother,"  said  he 
"  in  marrying  Count  Trebasi,  was  not  at  al 
agreeable  either  to  the  friends  of  the  Count 
de  Me'vi),  or  to  her  own  relations,  who  knew 
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,ler  fi'ioond  husband  to  be  a  man  of  a  violent 
x'lnpcr  and  rapacious  disposition,  wliicli  ttie 
nature  of  liis  education  and  employment  had 
icrved  ratlier  to  mllamo  than  allay  ;  for  you 
well  know  ho  was  a  partizan  during  the  whole 
course  ot'  tiie  late  war.  Thoy  were,  more- 
over, equally  surprised  and  chagrined,  when 
they  found  siie  took  no  step  to  i)rcvent  his 
seizinor  upon  that  inheritance  which  of  right 
belonged  to  you,  and  which,  by  the  laws  of 
Hungary,  is  unalienable  from  the  heir  of 
blood  :  nevertheless,  thoy  are  now  fully  con- 
vinced, that  she  hath  more  than  sutliciently 
ntoned  for  her  indiscretion  by  the  barbarity 
of  her  husband,  who  liatli  not  only  secluded 
iicr  from  all  comnumication  with  her  friends 
and  acquaintance,  but  even  confmed  her  to 
the  west  tower  of  your  father's  house,  where 
she  is  said  to  be  kept  close  prisoner,  and  sub- 
jected to  all  sorts  of  inconvenience  and  mor- 
tification. This  severity  she  is  believed  to 
have  incurred  in  consequence  of  having  ex- 
postulated with  him  upon  iiis  unjust  behaviour 
to  you  and  mademoiselle,  whom  he  hath 
actually  shut  up  in  some  convent  in  Vienna, 
which  your  relations  have  not  as  yet  been 
ible  to  discover :  but  the  memory  of  your 
noble  father  is  so  dear  to  all  those  who  were 
favoured  with  his  friendship,  and  the  sutfcr- 
(ngs  of  the  countess  and  mademoiselle  have 
raised  such  a  spirit  of  resentment  against 
ner  cruel  jailor,  that  nothing  is  wanted  but 
your  presence  to  begin  the  prosecution,  and 
give  a  sanction  to  the  measures  of  your  friends, 
which  will  in  a  little  time  restore  your  family 
to  the  fruition  of  its  rights  and  fortune :  for 
my  own  part,  my  dear  count,  I  consider  my- 
Fclf  as  one  wholly  indebted  to  your  house  for 
the  rank  and  expectation  I  now  enjoy ;  and 
my  finances,  interest,  and  person,  such  as 
they  are,  I  dedicate  to  your  service." 

Renaldo  was  not  slow  in  making  his  ac- 
knowledgements to  this  generous  IJibernian, 
whom  he  informed  of  his  scheme,  recounting 
to  him  his  uncommon  transaction  with  the 
benevolent  Jew,  and  communicating  the  let- 
ters of  recommendation  he  had  received  by 
his  means  to  some  of  the  first  noblemen  at 
the  imperial  court.  IMcanwhile,  he  burned 
with  impatience  to  chastise  Count  Trebasi 
for  his  perfidious  conduct  to  the  widow  and 
the  fatherless,  and  would  have  taken  the  road 
to  Presburg  without  touching  at  Vienna,  in 
order  to  call  hnn  to  a  severe  account,  had 
not  he  been  strenuously  opposed  by  Major 
F^arrel,  who  represented  the  imprudence  of 
taking  such  a  step  before  he  had  secured  a 
proper  protection  from  the  consequences 
*ith  which  it  might  be  attended. 

"It  is  not,"  said  he,  "your  own  life  and 
'brtune  only  which  depeud  upon  your  beha- 
viour in  this  cm?;rgency,  but  also  the  quiet 
tnd  happiness  of  those  who  are  most  dear 
lO  your  affection  ;  not  you  alone,  but  likewise 


your  mother  and  sister,  would  infallibly  sufl'cr 
by  your  temerity  and  precipitation.  First 
ot'  all  deliver  your  credentids  at  court,  and 
let  us  join  our  eiuleavours  to  raise  an  interest 
strong  enough  to  counterbalance  that  of 
Trebasi.  If  we  succeed,  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  having  recourse  to  jjersoual 
measures  ;  he  will  be  compelled  to  yield  up 
your  inheritance,  which  he  unjustly  detains, 
and  to  restore  your  sister  to  your  arms  ;  and 
if  he  afterwards  refuses  to  do  justice  to  the 
countess,  you  will  always  have  it  in  your 
I)ower  to  evince  yourself  the  son  of  the  brave 
Count  do  Melvil." 

Thetu)  just  and  salutary  representations 
had  a  due  etl'ect  upon  Renaldo,  who  no  sooner 
arrived  at  the  capital  of  Austria,  than  he 
waited  upon  a  certain  prince  of  distinction, 
to  whose  patronage  he  was  commended  :  and 
from  whom  he  met  with  a  very  cordial  re- 
ception, not  only  on  account  of  his  creden- 
tials, but  also  for  the  sake  of  his  father,  who 
was  well  known  to  his  highness.  He  heard 
his  complaints  with  great  patience  and  affa- 
bility, assured  him  of  his  assistance  and  jiro- 
tcction,  and  even  undertook  to  introduce  him 
to  the  empress-queen,  who  would  not  suflbi 
the  weakest  of  her  subjects  to  be  oppressed, 
much  less  disregard  the  cause  of  an  injured 
young  nobleman,  who,  by  his  own  services, 
and  those  of  his  family,  was  peculiarly  enti- 
tled to  her  favour. 

Nor  was  he  the  only  person  whoae  coun- 
tenance and  })atronage  Melvil  solicited  upon 
this  occasion  ;  he  visited  all  the  friends  of  his 
father,  and  all  his  mother's  relations,  v.'ho 
were  easily  interested  in  his  behalf;  while 
Major  Farrel  contributed  all  his  efibrts  in 
strengtlioning  the  association.  So  that  a 
law-suit  was  immediately  commenced  against 
Count  Trebasi,  who,  on  his  side,  was  not 
idle,  but  prepared  with  incredible  industry 
for  the  assault,  resolving  to  maintain  with 
his  whole  power  the  acquisition  he  had  made. 
The  laws  of  Hungary,  like  tliose  of  some 
other  countries  I  could  name,  afford  so  many 
subterfuges  for  the  purposes  of  perfidy  and 
fraud,  that  it  is  no  wonder  our  youth  began 
to  complain  of  the  slow  progress  of  his  affair: 
especially  as  he  glowed  with  the  most  eager 
desire  of  redressing  the  grievances  of  his 
parent  and  sister,  whose  sufferings  he  did 
not  doubt  were  doubled  since  the  institution 
of  his  process  against  their  tormentor.  IIo 
imparted  his  sentiments  on  this  head  to,  hie 
friend  ;  and,  as  his  apprehensions  every  mo- 
ment increased,  plainly  told  him  he  could  no 
longer  live  without  making  some  effort  to  .'-oe 
those  with  whom  he  was  so  nearly  connected 
in  point  of  blood  and  affection  ;  he  therefore 
resolved  to  repair  immediately  to  Presburg, 
and  according  to  the  intelligence  he  should 
procure,  essay  to  see  and  converse  with  Iila 
uiother,  though  i£  tiie  liazard  of  hie  iif'fl. 
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Rcnaldo  abridges  the  proceedings  at  hno, 
and  approves  himself  the  son  of  his  father. 

The  major,  finding  him  determined,  insisted 
.ij)on  attending  him  in  this  expedition,  and 
tJiey  set  cut  together  for  Presburg,  where 
they  privately  arrived  in  the  dark,  resolving 
to  keep  themselves  concealed  at  the  house 
of  a  friend,  until  they  should  have  formed 
Bome  plan  for  their  future  operations.  Here 
they  were  informed  that  Count  Trcbasi's 
caBtle  was  altogether  inaccessible  :  that  all 
the  servants  who  were  supposed  to  have  the 
least  veneration  or  compassion  for  the  count- 
ess were  dismissed  :  and  that,  since  Renaldo 
was  known  to  be  in  Germany,  the  vigilance 
and  caution  of  that  cruel  husband  were  re- 
doubled to  such  a  degree,  that  nobody  knew 
whether  his  unfortunate  lady  was  actually 
alive  or  dead. 

Farrel,  perceiving  Melvil  exccedmgly  af- 
fected with  this  intimation,  and  hearing  him 
declare  that  he  would  never  quit  Presburg, 
until  he  should  have  entered  the  house,  and 
removed  his  doubts  on  that  interesting  sub- 
ject, not  only  argued  with  great  vehemence 
against  such  an  attempt,  as  equally  danger- 
ous and  indiscreet,  but  solemnly  swore  he 
would  prevent  his  purpose,  by  discovering 
his  design  to  the  family,  unless  he  would 
promise  to  listen  to  a  more  moderate  and 
tcasible  expedient.  He  then  proposed  that 
he  himself  should  appear  in  the  equipage  of 
one  of  the  travelling  Savoyards  who  stroll 
about  Europe,  amusing  ignorant  people  with 
tho  effects  of  a  magic  lanthorn,  and  in  that 
disguise  endeavour  to  obtain  admittance  from 
the  servants  of  Trebasi,  among  whom  he 
might  make  siich  inquiries  as  would  deliver 
Melvil  from  his  present  uneasy  suspense. 

This  proposal  was  embraced,  though  re- 
luctantly, by  Renaldo,  who  was  unwilling  to 
expose  his  friend  to  the  least  danger  or  dis- 
grace ;  and  the  major  being  next  day  provi- 
ded with  the  habit  and  implements  of  his  new 
profession,  together  with  a  ragged  attendant 
who  preceded  him,  extorting  music  from  a 
paltry  viol,  approached  the  castle-gate,  and 
proclaimed  liis  show  so  naturally,  in  a  yell 
partaking  of  tho  scream  of  Savoy  and  the 
howl  of  Ireland,  that  one  would  have  ima- 
{^incd  he  had  been  conductor  to  Madam 
<C!!atlierina  from  his  cradle.  So  far  his  stra- 
tagem succeeded  ;  he  had  not  long  stood  in 
uniting  before  he  was  invited  into  the  court- 
yard, where  the  servants  formed  a  ring,  and 
danced  to  the  effortsof  his  companion's  skill ; 
then  he  was  conducted  into  the  buttery, 
where  he  exhibited  his  figures  on  the  wall, 
HJid  his  princess  on  the  floor  ;  and  while  they 
regaled  him  in  this  manner  with  scraps  and 
flour  wine,  he  took  occasion  to  inquire  about 


the  old  lady  and  her  daughter,  before  when. 
he  said  he  had  performed  in  his  last  peregri- 
nation.  Though  this  question  was  asked 
with  all  that  air  of  simplicity  which  is  pecu 
liar  to  this  people,  one  of  the  domestics  took 
the  alarm,  being  infected  with  the  suspicion.? 
of  his  master,  and  plainly  taxed  the  major 
with  being  a  spy,  threatening  at  the  same 
time  that  he  should  be  stripped  and  searched. 

This  would  have  been  a  very  dangerous 
experiment  for  the  Hibernian,  who  had  ac- 
tually in  his  pocket  a  letter  to  the  countess 
from  hereon,  which  he  hoped  fortune  might 
have  furnished  him  with  an  opportunity  to 
deliver.  When  he  therefore  found  himself 
in  this  dilemma,  he  was  not  at  all  easy  in  his 
own  mind  :  however,  instead  of  protesting 
his  innocence  in  an  humble  and  beseeching 
strain,  in  order  to  acquit  himself  of  the  charge, 
he  resolved  to  elude  the  suspicion  by  provok- 
ing the  wrath  of  his  accuser,  and,  putting  on 
the  air  of  vulgar  integrity  affronted,  began 
to  reproach  the  servant  in  very  insolent  terms 
for  his  unfair  supposition,  and,  undressing 
himself  in  a  moment  to  the  skin,  threw  his 
tattered  garments  in  the  face  of  his  adver- 
sary, telling  him  he  would  find  nothing  there 
which  he  would  not  be  very  glad  to  part  with  ; 
at  the  same  time  raising  his  voice,  he,  in  the 
gibberish  of  the  clan  he  represented,  scolded 
and  cursed  with  great  fluency,  so  that  the 
whole  house  resounded  with  the  noise.  Tho 
valet's  jealousy,  like  a  smaller  fire,  was  in  a 
trice  swallowed  up  in  the  greater  flame  of 
his  rage  enkindled  by  this  abrupt  address  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  Farrel  was  kicked  out 
at  the  gate,  naked  as  he  was  to  the  waist, 
after  his  lanthorn  had  been  broken  to  pieces 
on  his  head  ;  and  there  he  was  joined  by  his 
domestic,  who  had  not  been  able  to  recovei 
his  apparel  and  effect  a  retreat,  without  in- 
curring marks  of  the  same  sort  of  distinction. 

The  major,  considering  the  risk  he  must 
have  run  in  being  detected,  thought  himseif 
cheaply  quit  for  this  moderate  discipline, 
though  he  was  really  concerned  for  his  friend 
Renaldo,  who,  understanding  the  particulars 
of  tho  adventure,  determined,  as  the  last 
efl'ort,  to  ride  round  the  castle  in  the  open 
day,  on  pretence  of  taking  the  air,  when, 
peradventure,  the  countess  would  see  him 
from  the  place  of  her  confinement,  and  favour 
him  with  some  mark  or  token  of  her  being 
alive. 

Though  his  companion  did  not  much  relish 
this  plan,  which  he  foresaw  would  expose 
him  to  the  insults  of  Trebasi,  yet,  as  he  could 
not  contrive  a  better,  he  acquiesced  in  Re- 
naldo's  invention,  with  the  proviso,  that  lie 
would  defer  the  execution  of  it  until  his 
father-in-law  should  be  absent  in  the  chase, 
which  was  a  diversion  he  ?very  day  enjoyed. 

Accordingly  they  set  a  prop3r  watcli,  and 
lay  concealed  until  they  were  informed  of 
Trebasi 's  having  gone  forth,  when  they 
moupted  tlv^ir  horses  and  rode  into  the  neigl* 
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oourhood  of  tlie  castle.  Having  made  a  small 
L'.\cursion  in  the  adJDining  fields,  they  drew 
iiearer  tiio  walls,  and  at  an  easy  pace  had 
twice  circled  them,  when  Farrcl  descried,  at 
the  top  of  a  tower,  a  white  handkerchief 
waved  by  a  woman's  hand  through  the  iron 
bars  that  secured  the  window.  This  signal 
being  pointed  out  to  Renaldo,  his  heart  be- 
gan to  throb  with  great  violence  ;  he  made  a 
rt'.spectful  obeisance  towards  the  part  in 
which  it  apjjcared,  and,  pcrccivmg  the  hand 
Dcckoning  him  to  approach,  advanced  to  the 
very  buttress  of  the  turret ;  upon  which,  see- 
ing somclhmg  drop,  he  alighted  with  great 
expedition,  and  took  up  a  picture  of  his  father 
in  miniature,  the  features  of  which  he  no 
sooner  distinguished,  than  the  tears  ran  down 
his  cheeks  ;  he  pressed  the  little  image  to  his 
lips  witii  the  most  filial  fervour;  then  con- 
veying it  to  his  bosom,  looked  up  to  the  hand, 
•vliich  waved  in  such  a  manner  as  gave  him 
to  understand  it  was  high  time  to  retire. 
Being  by  this  time  highly  jjcrsuaded  that  his 
kind  monitor  was  no  other  than  tlie  countess 
herself,  he  pointed  to  his  heart,  in  token  of 
his  filial  afiection,  and  laying  his  hand  on 
his  sword,  to  denote  his  resolution  of  doing 
her  justice,  he  took  his  leave  with  another 
profound  bow,  and  suffered  himself  to  be 
reconducted  to  his  lodging. 

Every  circumstance  of  this  transaction 
was  observed  by  the  servants  of  Count  Tre- 
basi,  who  immediately  dispatched  a  messen- 
ger to  their  lord  with  an  account  of  what  had 
happened.  Alarmed  at  this  information, 
from  which  lie  immediately  concluded  that 
the  stranger  was  young  Melvil,  ho  forthwith 
quitted  the  chase,  and,  returning  to  the  castle 
by  a  private  postern,  ordered  his  horse  to  be 
kept  ready  saddled,  in  hope  tb.at  his  son-in- 
law  would  repeat  the  visit  to  his  mother. 
This  precaution  would  have  been  to  no  pur- 
pose, had  Renaldo  followed  the  advice  of 
Farrel,  who  represented  the  danger  of  re- 
turning to  a  place  where  the  alarm  was 
undoubtedly  given  by  his  fi>-st  appearance  ; 
and  exhorted  him  to  return  to  Vienna  for 
the  prosecution  of  his  suit,  now  that  he  was 
satisfied  of  his  mother's  being  alive.  In  order 
to  strengthen  this  admonition,  he  bade  him 
recollect  the  signal  for  withdrawing,  which 
was  doubtless  the  effect  of  maternal  concern, 
inspired  by  the  knowledge  of  the  count's 
vigilance  and  vindictive  disposition. 

Notwithstanding  these  suggestions,  ^lelvil 
persisted  in  his  resolution  of  appearing  once 
more  below  the  tower,  on  the  supposition 
that  his  mother,  in  expectation  of  his  return, 
had  prepared  a  billet  for  his  acceptance,  from 
which  he  might  obtain  important  intelligence. 
The  major,  seeing  him  lend  a  deaf  car  to  his 
remonstrances,  was  contented  to  attend  him 
in  Ills  second  expedition,  which  he  pressed 
him  to  undertake  that  same  afternoon,  as 
Trebasi  had  taken  care  to  circulate  a  report 
of  his  having  gone  to  dine  at  the  seat  of  a 


nobleman  in  the  neighbourhood.  Our  kniglit- 
crrant  and  !ii.s  squire,  deceived  by  this  finesse, 
presented  themselves  again  under  the  prison 
of  the  countess,  who  no  sooner  beheld  her 
son  return,  than  she  earnestly  entreated  liin: 
to  be  gone,  by  the  same  sign  which  she  hat 
bcfore  used  ;  and  he  taking  it  fcr  granted  that 
she  was  debarred  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  ex- 
pect, consented  to  retire,  and  had  already 
moved  to  some  distance  from  the  house, 
when,  in  crossing  a  small  plantation  that 
belonged  to  the  castle,  they  were  met  by 
Count  Trebasi  and  another  person  on  horse- 
back. 

At  sight  of  this  apparition,  the  blood  mount- 
ed into  Renaldo's  cheeks,  and  his  eyes  began 
to  lighten  with  eagerness  and  indignation, 
which  was  not  at  all  diminished  by  the  fero- 
cious address  of  the  count,  who,  advancing 
to  Melvil  with  a  menacing  air, — "Before 
you  proceed,"  said  he,  "  I  must  know  with 
what  view  you  have  been  twice  to-day  pa- 
trolling round  my  inclosures,  and  reconnoi- 
tring the  different  avenues  of  my  house  :  you 
likewise  carry  on  a  clandestine  correspon- 
dence with  some  person  in  the  family,  of 
which  iny  honour  obliges  me  to  demand  in 
explanation." 

"  Had  your  actions  been  always  regulate  1 
by  the  dictates  of  honour,"  replied  Renaldo, 
"  I  should  never  have  been  questioned  for 
riding  round  that  castle,  which  you  know  i? 
my  rightful  inheritance,  or  excluded  from  the 
sight  of  a  parent  who  suffers  under  your 
tyranny  and  oppression.  It  is  my  part,  there 
fore,  to  expostulate  ;  and,  since  fortune  hath 
favoured  me  with  an  opportunity  of  revenging 
our  wrongs  in  person,  we  shall  not  part  until 
you  have  learned  that  the  family  of  the  Count 
do  Melvil  is  not  to  be  injured  with  impunity. 
Here  is  no  advantage  on  either  side,  in  point 
of  arms  or  number;  you  are  better  mounted 
than  I  am,  and  shall  have  the  choice  of  the 
ground  on  which  our  difference  ought  to  be 
brought  to  a  speedy  determination." 

Trebasi,  whose  courage  was  not  of  the 
sentimental  kind,  but  purely  owing  to  his 
natural  insensibility  of  danger,  instead  of 
concerting  measures  coolly  for  the  engage- 
ment, or  making  any  verbal  reply  to  this 
defiance,  drew  a  pistol,  without  the  least 
hesitation,  and  fined  it  at  the  face  of  Renaldo, 
part  of  whose  left  eye-brow  was  carried  off 
by  the  ball.  Melvil  was  not  slow  in  return- 
ing  the  compliment,  which,  as  it  was  delibe- 
rate, proved  the  more  decisive  :  for  the  slioS 
entering  the  count's  right  breast,  made  itM 
way  to  the  back  bone  with  such  a  shock  as 
struck  him  to  the  ground  :  upon  which  tlw 
other  alighted,  in  order  to  improve  the  ad- 
vantage he  had  gained. 

During  this  transaction,  Farrel  had  wol.' 
nigh  lost  his  life  by  the  savage  behaviour  of 
Trebasi's  attendant,  who  had  b-jcn  a  hussar 
officer,  and  who,  thinking  it  was  his  duty  f^ 
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imitate  the  example  of  his  patron  on  this 
occasion,  discharged  a  pistol  at  the  major, 
before  ho  had  the  least  intimation  of  his  de- 
Bign,  The  Hibernian's  horse  being  a  com- 
mon hireling,  and  unaccustomed  to  stand 
fire,  no  sooner  saw  the  flash  of  Trebasi's 
l)istol,  than,  starting  aside,  he  happened  to 
plunge  into  a  hole,  and  was  overturned  at 
the  very  instant  when  the  hussar's  piece  went 
off,  so  that  no  damage  ensued  to  his  rider, 
who,  pitching  on  his  feet,  flew  with  great 
niinbleness  to  his  adversary,  then,  laying  hold 
on  one  leg,  dismounted  him  in  a  twinkling, 
and,  seizing  his  throat  as  he  lay,  wouW  have 
soon  dispatched  him  without  the  use  of  fire- 
irms,  had  he  not  been  prevented  by  his  friend 
Renaldo,  who  desired  him  to  desist,  observ- 
ing, that  his  vengeance  was  already  satisfied, 
as  the  count  seemed  to  be  in  the  agonies  of 
death.  Tiic  major  was  loth  to  quit  his  prey, 
as  he  thought  his  aggressor  had  acted  in  a 
treacherous  manner ;  but  recollecting  that 
there  was  no  time  to  lose,  becanse,  in  all 
proba-bility,  the  firing  had  alarmed  the  castle, 
lie  took  his  leave  of  the  vanquished  hussar, 
with  a  couple  of  hearty  kicks,  and,  mounting 
his  horse,  followed  Melvil  to  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  was 
kinsman  to  the  countess,  and  very  well  dis- 
posed to  grant  him  a  secure  retreat,  until  the 
troublesome  consequences  of  this  rencounter 
should  be  overblown. 

Trebasi,  though  to  the  young  gentleman 
he  seemed  speechless  and  insensible,  had 
neither  lost  the  use  of  his  reason  nor  of  his 
tongue,  but  aflected  that  extremity,  in  order 
fo  avoid  any  further  conversation  with  the 
victor.  He  was  one  of  those  people  who 
never  think  of  death  until  he  knocks  at  the 
door,  and  then  earnestly  entreat  him  to  ex- 
cuse them  for  the  present,  and  be  so  good  as 
to  call  another  time.  The  count  had  so  often 
escaped  unhurt  in  the  course  of  his  cam- 
paigns, that  he  looked  upon  himself  as  invul- 
nerable, and  set  all  danger  at  defiance. 
Though  he  had  hitherto  taken  no  care  of  the 
concerns  of  his  soul,  he  had  a  large  fund  of 
superstition  at  bottom  ;  and  when  the  surgeon 
who  examined  his  wound  declared  it  was 
mortal,  all  the  terrors  of  futurity  took  hold 
on  his  imagination,  and  all  the  misdemeanours 
of  his  life  presented  themselves  in  aggravated 
colours  to  his  recollection. 

He  implored  the  spiritual  assistance  of  a 
good  priest  in  the  neighbourhood,  who,  in 
Iho  discharge  of  his  own  conscience,  gave 
him  to  understand  that  he  had  little  mercy  to 
expect,  unless  he  would,  as  much  as  lay  in 
his  power,  redress  the  injuries  he  had  done 
to  his  fellow-creafures.  As  nothing  lay 
heDvier  upon  his  soul  than  the  cruelty  and 
fraud  he  had  practised  upon  the  family  of 
Count  Melvil,  he  earnestly  besouglit  this 
chaiitable  clergyman  to  mediate  his  pardon 
with  the  countess ;  and  at  the  same  time 
desired  to  see  Renaldo  before  his  death  that 


he  might  put  him  in  possession  of  his  pater- 
nal estate,  and  solicit  his  forgiveness  for  the 
offence  he  Jiad  given. 

His  lady,  far  from  waiting  for  the  priest'b 
intercession,  no  sooner  understood  the  lament- 
able situation  of  her  husband,  and  found  her- 
self at  liberty,  than  she  hastened  to  his  apart- 
ment, expressed  the  utmost  concern  for  hi£ 
misfortune,  and  tended  him  with  truly  con- 
jugal tenderness  and  fidelity.  Her  son  gladly 
obeyed  the  summons,  and  was  received  with 
great  civility  and  satisfaction  by  his  father- 
in-law,  who,  in  presence  of  the  judge  and 
divers  gentlemen  assembled  for  that  purpose, 
renounced  all  right  and  title  to  the  fortune 
he  had  so  unju.=tly  usurped  ;  disclosed  the 
name  of  the  convent  to  which  Mademoiselle 
de  Melvil  had  been  conveyed,  dismissed  all 
the  agents  of  his  iniquity,  and  being  recon- 
ciled to  his  son-in-law,  began  to  prepare 
himself  in  tranquillity  for  his  latter  end. 

The  countess  was  overwhelmed  with  an 
excess  of  joy,  when  she  embraced  her  long 
lost  son,  who  had  proved  himself  so  worthy 
of  his  father ;  yet  this  joy  was  embittered, 
by  reflecting  that  she  was  made  a  widow  by 
the  hands  of  that  darling  son  :  for,  though 
she  knew  his  honour  demanded  the  sacrifice, 
she  could  not  lay  aside  that  regard  and  ven- 
eration which  is  attached  to  the  name  of 
husband ;  and  therefore  resolved  to  retire 
into  a  monastery,  where  she  could  spend  the 
remainder  of  her  life  in  devotion,  without 
being  exposed  to  any  intercourse  v^hich  might 
interfere  with  the  delicacy  of  hei  sentlmenls 
on  that  subject. 


CHAPTER  LiX 

He  is  the  messenger  of  happiness  to  his 
sister,  who  reynoves  the  JUtu  which  had 
long  obstnicted  hi^  penetration,  with 
regard  to  Count  Fathom. 

As  the  most  endearing  affection  had  always 
subsisted  bntwee/,  Renaldo  and  his  sister,  he 
would  not  one  moment  deny  himself  the 
pleasure  of  flying  to  her  embrace,  and  of 
being  the  glad  messenger  of  her  deliverance. 
Soon,  theretore,  as  he  understood  the  place 
of  her  retreat,  and  had  obtained  a  proper 
order  to  the  abbess,  signed  by  Count  Tro- 
basi,  he  set  out  post  for  Vienna,  still  accom- 
panied by  his  faithful  Hibernian,  and,  arriv- 
ing at  the  convent,  found  the  abbess  and  the 
whole  house  so  engrossed  in  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  ceremony  of  giving  the  veil  next 
day  to  a  young  woman  who  had  fulfilled  the 
term  of  her  probation,  tliat  he  could  not  poss- 
ibly see  his  sister  with  that  leisure  and 
satisfaction  which  he  had  flattered  himself 
with  enjoying  at  this  meeting;  and  therefore 
he  was  fain  to  bridle  his  impatience  for  two 
days,  and  keep  his  credentials  until  the  hurry 
should   he    over,    that   mademoiselle   migbi 
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have  no  intimation  of  her  good  fortune,  ex- 
cept from  his  own  mouth. 

In  order  to  fill  up  this  tedious  interval,  he 
visited  his  friends  at  court,  who  were  rejoiced 
to  hear  the  happy  issue  of  his  excursion  to 
Presburf^:  the  prince,  who  was  liis  particular 
patron,  desired  he  would  make  himself  per- 
fectly easy  with  re<^ard  to  the  death  of  Count 
Trebasi,  for  lie  would  take  care  to  represent 
him  in  such  a  lisjht  to  the  empress-queen,  as 
would  screen  him  from  any  dangler  of  prose- 
cution on  that  account.  His  highness,  more- 
over, appointed  the  following  day  for  per- 
forming the  promise  he  had  made  of  present- 
ing him  to  that  august  princess,  and  in  the 
meantime  prepossessed  her  so  much  in  his 
favour,  that  when  he  approached  her  pre- 
sence, and  was  announced  by  his  noble  intro- 
ductor,  she  eyed  him  with  a  look  of  peculiar 
complacency,  saying, — "  I  am  glad  to  see 
you  returned  to  my  dominions.  Vour  father 
was  a  gallant  officer,  who  served  our  house 
with  equal  courage  and  fidelity  :  and  as  I 
understand  you  tread  in  his  footsteps,  you 
may  depend  upon  my  favour  and  protection." 

He  was  so  much  overwhelmed  with  this 
gracious  reception,  that,  while  he  bowed  in 
silence,  the  drops  of  gratitude  trickled  from 
his  eyes  ;  and  her  imperial  majesty  was  so 
well  pleased  with  this  manifestation  of  his 
heart,  that  she  immediately  gave  directions 
for  promoting  him  to  the  command  of  a  troop 
of  horse.  Thus  Fortune  seemed  willing,  and 
indeed  eager  to  discharge  the  debt  she  owed 
nim  for  the  different  calamities  he  had  under- 
gone. And  as  he  looked  upon  the  generous 
Hebrew  to  be  the  sole  source  of  his  success, 
he  did  not  fail  to  make  him  acquainted  with 
the  liappy  effects  of  his  recommendation  and 
friendship,  and  to  express,  in  the  warmest 
terms,  the  deep  sense  he  had  of  his  uncom- 
mon benevolence,  which,  by  the  by,  was  still 
greater,  with  regard  to  Renaldo,  than  the 
reader  as  yet  imagines  ;  for  he  not  only  fur- 
nished him  with  money  for  his  present  occa- 
sions, but  also  gave  him  an  unlimited  credit 
on  a  banker  in  Vienna,  to  whom  one  of  his 
letters  was  directed. 

The  ceremony  of  the  nun's  admission  being 
now  performed,  and  the  convent  restored  to 
its  former  quiet,  Melvil  hastened  thither  on 
the  wings  of  brotherly  affection,  and  pre- 
fiented  his  letter  to  the  abbess,  who  having 
perused  the  contents,  by  which  she  learned 
that  the  family  disquiets  of  Count  Trebasi 
no  longer  subsisted,  and  that  the  bearer  was 
the  brother  of  mademoiselle,  she  received 
him  with  great  politeness,  congratulated  him 
on  this  happy  event,  and  begging  he  would 
excuse  her  staying  with  him  in  the  parlour, 
on  pretence  of  business,  withdrew,  saying, 
she  would  immediately  send  in  a  young  lady 
who  would  console  him  fur  her  absence.  In 
a  few  minutes  he  was  joined  by  his  sister, 
who,  expecting  nothing  less  than  to  see  Re- 
naldo, no  sooner  distinguished  his  features, 
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than  she  shrieked  aloud  with  surprise,  ant/ 
would  have  sunk  upon  the  floor,  tiad  not  he 
supported  her  in  his  embrace. 

Such  a  sudden  apparition  of  her  brother  at 
any  time,  or  in  any  place,  after  their  lung 
separation,  would  have  strongly  affected  thin 
sensible  young  lady  ;  but  to  tiud  him  so  ab- 
ruptly in  a  i)lace  where  she  thought  herself 
buried  from  the  knowledge  of  all  her  relations, 
occasioned  such  commotions  in  her  spirits 
as  had  well  nigh  endangered  her  reason  ;  for 
it  was  not  till  after  a  considerable  pause  tiiiit 
she  could  talk  to  him  with  connexion  oi" 
coherence.  However,  as  those  transports 
subsided,  they  entered  into  a  more  deliberate 
and  agreco.ble  conversation,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  |Tadually  informed  her  of  what  had 
passed  at  the  castle  ;  and  inexpressible  was 
the  pleasure  she  felt  in  learning  that  her 
mother  was  released  from  captivity,  herself 
restored  to  freedom,  and  her  brother  to  the 
possession  of  his  inheritance,  by  the  only 
ineans  to  which  she  had  always  prayed  these 
blessings  might  bo  owing. 

As  she  had  been  treated  with  uncommon 
humanity  by  the  abbess,  she  would  not  con- 
sent to  leave  the  convent  until  he  should  be 
ready  to  set  out  for  Presburg ;  so  that  tiiey 
dined  together  with  that  good  lady,  and  passed 
the  afternoon  in  that  mutual  communication 
with  which  a  brother  and  sister  may  be  sup- 
posed to  entertain  themselves  on  such  an 
occasion.  She  gave  him  a  detail  of  the  in- 
sults and  mortifications  she  had  suffered  from 
the  brutality  of  her  father-in-law  :  and  told 
him,  that  her  confinement  in  this  monastery 
was  owing  to  Trebasi's  having  intercepted  a 
letter  to  her  from  Renaldo,  signifying  his 
intention  to  return  to  the  empire,  in  order  to 
assert  his  own  right,  and  redress  her  griev- 
ances. Then  turning  the  discourse  upon  the 
incidents  of  his  peregrinations,  she  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  inquired  about  that  exquisito 
beauty  who  had  been  the  innocent  source  of 
all  his  distresses,  and  upon  whose  perfections 
he  had  often,  in  his  letters  to  his  sister,  ex- 
patiated with  indications  of  rapture  and  de- 
light. 

This  inquiry  in  a  moment  blew  up  that 
scorching  flame  which  had  been  well  nigh 
stifled  by  other  necessary  avocations.  His 
eyes  gleamed,  his  cheeks  glowed  and  grew 
pale  alternately,  and  his  whole  frame  under- 
went an  immediate  agitation  ;  which  being 
perceived  by  mademoiselle,  she  concluded 
that  some  new  calamity  was  annexed  to  the 
name  of  Monimia,  and,  dreading  to  rip  up 
a  wound  which  she  saw  was  so  ineffectually 
closed,  she  for  the  present  suppressed  hci 
curiosity  and  concern,  and  industriously  en- 
deavoured to  introduce  some  less  affecting 
subject  of  conversation.  He  saw  her  aim, 
approved  of  her  discretion,  and,  joining  her 
endeavours,  expressed  Ins  surprise  at  her 
having  omitted  to  signify  the  least  remem- 
brance of  her  old  favourite,  Fathom,  whom 
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he  had  left  in  England.  He  had  no  sooner 
pronounced  his  name,  than  she  sufTered  some 
confusion  in  Jicr  turn  ;  from  which,  however, 
recollecting  herself, — "  Brother,"  said  she, 
"  you  must  endeavour  to  forget  that  wretch, 
who  is  altogether  unworthy  of  retaining  the 
*<niallest  share  of  your  regard." 

Astonished,  and  indeed  angry,  at  this  ex- 
pression, which  he  considered  ?.s  the  effect 
of  malicious  misrepresentation^  he  gently 
chid  her  for  her  credulity  in  believing  the 
envious  aspersion  of  some  person  who  repin- 
ed at  the  superior  virtue  of  Fathom,  whom 
he  affirmed  to  be  an  honour  to  the  human 
species. 

"  Nothing  is  more  easy,"  replied  the  young 
lady,  "  than  to  impose  upon  a  person,  who, 
being  himself  unconscious  of  guile,  suspects 
no  deceit.  You  have  been  a  dupe,  dear 
brother,  not  to  the  finesse  of  Fathom,  but  to 
ihe  sincerity  of  your  own  heart.  For  my 
own  part,  I  assume  no  honour  to  my  own 
penetration  in  having  comprehended  the  vil- 
lainy of  that  impostor,  which  was  discovered, 
m  more  than  one  instance,  by  accidents  I 
-.ould  not  possibly  foresee. 

"  You  must  know,  that  Teresa,  who  at- 
tended me  from  my  childhood,  and  in  whose 
honesty  I  reposed  such  confidence,  having 
disobliged  some  of  the  inferior  servants,  was 
eo  narrowly  watched  in  all  her  transactions, 
RS  to  be  at  last  detected  in  the  very  act  of 
conveying  a  piece  of  plate,  which  was  actu- 
ally Cnuid  concealed  among  her  clothes. 

*'  You  may  guess  how  much  I  was  aston- 
ished when  I  understood  this  circumstance  ; 
I  could  not  tnist  to  the  evidence  of  my  own 
senses,  and  should  have  still  believed  her  in- 
nocent, in  spite  of  ocular  demonstration,  had 
not  she,  in  tlie  terrors  of  being  tried  for  felo- 
ny, promised  to  make  a  very  material  disco- 
very to  the  countess,  provided  she  would 
take  such  measures  as  would  save  her  life. 

"  This  request  being  complied  with,  she, 
in  my  hearing,  opened  up  such  an  amazing 
scone  of  iniquity,  baseness,  and  ingratitude, 
which  had  been  acted  by  her  and  Fathom,  in 
order  to  defraud  the  family  to  wiiich  they 
were  so  much  indebted,  that  I  could  not  have 
believed  the  human  mind  capable  of  such 
degeneracy,  or  that  traitor  endowed  with 
such  pernicious  cunning  and  dissimulation, 
had  not  her  tale  been  congruous,  consistent, 
and  distinct,  and  fraught  vvitii  circumstances 
that  left  no  room  to  doubt  tiie  least  article  of 
her  confession  ;  on  consideration  of  which 
she  was  permitted  to  go  into  voluntary 
exile." 

She  then  explained  their  combination  in 
;ill  the  particulars,  as  we  have  already  re- 
counted them  in  their  proper  place,  and 
finally  observed,  that  the  opinion  she  had 
hence  conceived  of  Fathom's  character,  was 
confirmed  by  what  she  had  since  learncc. 
i>f  Ills  perfidious  conduct  towards  that  ver} 
nun  who  nad  lately  taken  the  veil. 


Perceiving  her  brother  struck  dumb  with 
astonishment,  and  gaping  with  the  most 
eager  attention,  she  proceeded  to  relate  the 
incidents  of  his  double  intrigue  with  the 
jeweller's  wife  and  daughter,  as  they  were 
communicated  to  her  by  the  nun,  who  was 
no  other  than  the  individual  Wilhelmina. 
After  those  rivals  had  been  forsaken  by  their 
gallant,  their  mutual  animosities  and  cliagria 
served  to  whet  the  attention  and  invention 
of  eacn ;  «;o  that  in  a  little  time  the  whole 
mystery  stood  disclosed  to  both.  The  rnothei 
had  discovered  the  daughter's  correspond- 
ence with  Fathom,  as  we  have  formerly  ob- 
served, by  means  of  that  unfortunate  letter, 
which  he  unwittingly  committed  to  the 
charge  of  the  old  beldame  :  and,  as  soon  aa 
she  understood  he  was  without  the  reach  of 
all  solicitations  or  prosecution,  imparted  this 
billet  to  her  husband,  whose  fury  was  so 
ungovernable,  that  he  had  almost  sacrificed 
Wilhelmina  with  his  own  hands,  especially 
when,  terrified  by  his  threats  and  impreca- 
tions, she  owned  that  she  had  bestowed  the 
chain  on  this  perfidious  lover.  However,  his 
dreadful  purpose  was  prevented,  partly  by 
the  interposition  of  his  wife,  whose  aim  was 
not  the  death,  but  the  immurement,  of  his 
daughter,  and  partly  by  the  tears  and  suppli- 
cation of  the  young  gentlewoman  herself, 
who  protested,  that  although  the  ceremony 
of  the  church  had  not  been  performed,  she 
was  contracted  to  Fathom  by  the  most 
solemn  vows,  to  witness  which  he  invoked 
all  the  saints  in  heaven. 

The  jeweller,  upon  cooler  consideration, 
was  unwilling  to  lose  the  last  spark  of  hope 
that  glittered  among  the  ruins  of  his  despair, 
and  resisted  all  the  importunities  of  his  wife, 
who  pressed  him  to  consult  the  welfare  of 
his  daughter's  soul,  in  the  fond  expectation 
of  finding  some  expedient  to  lure  back  the 
chain  and  its  possessor.  In  the  mean  time 
Wilhelmina  was  daily  and  hourly  exposed  to 
the  mortifying  animadversions  of  her  mamma, 
who,  with  all  the  insolence  of  virtue,  incess- 
antly upbraided  her  with  the  backslidings 
of  her  vicious  life,  and  exhorted  her  to  re- 
formation and  repentance.  This  continual 
triumph  lasted  for  many  months,  till  at 
length  a  quarrel  happened  between  the  mo- 
ther and  tlie  gossip  at  whose  house  she  used 
to  give  tne  rendezvous  to  her  admirers  ;  that 
incensed  confidant,  in  the  precipitation  of 
her  anger,  promulgated  the  history  of  those 
secret  meetings;  and,  among  the  rest,  her 
interviews  with  Fathom  were  brought  to 
light. 

The  first  people  who  hear  news  of  this 
sort  arc  generally  those  to  whom  they  are 
most  unwelcome.  Tiio  Gorman  was  soon 
apprised  of  his  wife's  frailty,  and  considered 
the  two  females  of  his  house  as  a  couple  of 
devils  incarnate,  sent  from  hell  to  exercise 
his  patience :  yet,  in  the  midst  of  his  dis- 
pleasure,  he  found  matter  of  consolatioDi  io 
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b;in^  fiirnishet!  witli  a  sufTicicnt  reason  fur 
parting  willi  liis  helpmate,  wlio  liad  for  many 
years  kept  liis  family  in  disquiet.  lie,  tliere- 
iore,  witliout  liazardinjj  a  personal  confor- 
fnce,  sent  proposals  to  her  by  a  friend,  which 
she  did  not  tliink  proper  to  reject ;  and,  sec- 
in^r  himself  restored  to  the  dominion  of  iiis 
own  house,  exerted  liis  sway  so  tyrannically, 
that  Wilhelniina  became  weary  of  her  Hie, 
and  had  recourse  to  the  comforts  of  religion, 
of  which  she  soon  became  enamoured,  and 
begged  her  father's  permission  to  dedicate 
the  rest  of  her  life  to  the  duties  of  devotion. 
She  was  accordingly  received  into  this  con- 
vent, the  regulations  of  wliicli  were  so  much 
to  her  liking,  that  she  performed  the  task  of 
])robalion  witii  pJeasure,  and  voluntarily  ex- 
cluded herself  from  the  vanities  of  this  life. 
It  was  iicre  she  had  contracted  an  acquaint- 
ance with  Mademoiselle  de  Melvil,  to  whom 
slie  communicated  her  complaints  of  Fa- 
thom, on  the  supposition  that  he  was  related 
to  the  count,  as  he  himself  had  often  declared. 

While  the  young  lady  rehearsed  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  detail,  llcnaldo  sustained  a 
strange  vicissitude  of  ditfercnt  passions. 
Surprise,  sorrow,  fear,  hope,  and  indigna- 
tion, raised  a  most  tumultuous  conflict  in  his 
bosom.  Monimia  rushed  upon  his  imagina- 
tion in  the  character  of  innocence  betrayed 
by  the  insinuations  of  treachery.  lie  with 
horror  viewed  her  at  the  mercy  of  a  villain, 
who  had  broken  all  the  tics  of  gratitude  and 
honour. 

Affrighted  at  the  prospect,  he  started  from 
his  seat,  exclaiming,  in  the  most  unconnect- 
ed strain  of  distraction  and  despair, — "Have 
[  then  nourished  a  s(!rpent  in  my  bosom  ! 
Have  I  listened  to  the  voice  of  a  traitor,  who 
hath  murdere-d  my  peace  !  who  hath  torn  my 
lioart-strings  asunder,  and  perhaps  ruined 
the  pattern  of  all  earthly  perfection.  It  can- 
not be.  Heaven  would  not  suffer  such  in- 
fernal artifice  to  take  effect.  The  thunder 
would  be  levelled  against  the  accursed  pro- 
jector." 

From  this  transport,  compared  with  his 
fu^itation  when  she  mentioned  Monimia,  his 
sister  judged  that  Fathom  had  been  the  oc- 
casion of  a  brrach  between  the  two  lovers  ; 
and  this  conjecture  being  confirmed  by  the 
disjointed  answers  he  made  to  her  interroga- 
tions upon  the  affair,  she  endeavoured  to 
calm  his  apprehensions,  by  representing  that 
lie  would  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  re- 
turning to  England,  where  the  misunder- 
standing might  be  easily  cleared  up ;  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  had  notliing  to 
(ear  on  acrount  of  the  person  of  his  mistress, 
in  a  country  where  individuals  were  so  well 
protected  by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
realm.  At  length  he  suffered  himself  to  he 
flattered  witli  the  fond  hope  of  seeing  Mo- 
lumia'i^  character  triumph  in  the  inquiry,  of 
retrieving  that  lost  jewel,  and  of  renewing 
that  ravishing  intercourse  and  exalted  ox- 
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pectation  which  had  been  so  cruelly  cut  off. 
He  now  wished  to  find  Fathom  as  black  as 
he  had  been  exhibited,  that  Moniniia's  apos- 
tacy  might  be  numbered  among  the  misre- 
jjrescntations  of  liis  treachery  and  fraud. 

His  love,  which  was  alike  generous  and 
ardent,  espoused  the  cause,  and  he  no  longe 
doubted  her  constancy  and  virtue.  Hut  wher. 
lie  reflected  how  her  tender  heart  must  have 
been  wrung  with  anguish  at  his  unkindnes.s 
and  cruelty,  in  leaving  her  destitute  in  a 
foreign  land  ;  how  her  sensibility  must  have 
been  tortured  in  finding  herself  altogether 
dependent  upon  a  ruffian,  who  certainly  har- 
boured the  most  baleful  designs  upon  her 
honour  ;  how  her  life  must  be  endangered 
both  by  his  barbarity  and  her  cwn  despair — 
I  say,  when  he  reflected  on  these  circum- 
stances, he  shuddered  with  horror  and  dis- 
may; and  that  very  night  dispatched  a  letter 
to  his  friend  the  Jew,  entreating  him,  in  the 
most  pressing  manner,  to  employ  all  his 
intelligence  in  learning  the  situation  of  the 
fair  orphan,  that  she  might  be  protected 
from  the  villainy  of  Fathom,  until  his  retuiiti 
to  England. 


CHAPTER  L-X. 

lie  recompenses  the  attachment  of  his  friend, 
and  receives  a  letter  that  reduces  him  tr. 
the  verge  of  death  and  distraction. 

Tins  step  being  taken,  his  mind  in  some 
measure  retrieved  its  former  tranquillity :  he 
soothed  himself  with  the  prospect  of  a  happy 
reconciliation  with  the  divine  Monimia,  and 
his  fancy  was  decoyed  from  every  disagreea- 
ble presage  by  the  entertaining  conversation 
of  his  sister,  with  whom  in  two  days  he  set 
out  for  Presburg,  attended  by  his  friend  the 
major,  who  liad  never  quitted  him  since  their 
meeting  at  Brussels.  Here  they  found  Count 
Trebasi  entirely  rid  of  the  fever  which  hac 
been  occasioned  by  his  wound,  and  in  a  fair 
way  of  doing  well ;  a  circumstance  that 
afforded  unspeakable  pleasure  to  Melvil 
whose  manner  of  thinking  was  such,  as  woult". 
have  made  him  unhappy,  could  lie  havu 
charged  himself  with  the  death  of  his  mother's 
husband,  howsoever  criminal  lie  might  ;iave 
been. 

The  count's  ferocity  did  not  return  with 
his  health.  His  eyes  were  opened  by  the 
danger  lie  had  incurred,  and  his  sentiments 
turned  into  a  new  channel  :  he  heartily  asked 
pardon  of  mademoiselle  for  the  rigorous  usage 
she  had  suffered  from  the  violence  of  his 
temper  ;  thanked  Renaldo  for  the  seasonable 
lesson  he  had  administered  to  him  ;  and  noc 
only  insisted  upon  being  removed  from  thw 
castle  to  a  house  of  Jiis  own  at  Presburg,  out 
proffered  to  make  immediate  restitution  of 
all  the  rents  which  he  had  unjustly  converted 
to  hia  own  use. 
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These  things  being  settled  in  the  most 
imicable  manner,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  parties  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the 
neighbouring  noblesse,  among  whom  tiie 
house  of  Mclvil  was  in  universal  esteem, 
Renaldo  resolved  to  solicit  leave  at  tiie  im- 
perial court  to  return  to  England,  in  order  to 
investigate  tlie  atlair  of  Monimia,  wiiich  was 
more  interesting  than  all  the  points  he  had 
hitherto  adjusted.  But,  before  he  quitted 
Presburg,  his  friend  Farrel,  taking  him  aside 
one  day, — "  Counr,''  said  he,  "  will  you  give 
me  leave  to  ask,  if,  by  my  zeal  and  attach- 
ment for  you,  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
acquire  your  esteem  V  "  To  doubt  that 
esteem,"  replied  Renaldo,  "  were  to  suspect 
my  gratitude  and  honour,  of  which  I  must  be 
utterly  destitute  before  I  lose  the  sense  of 
those  obligations  I  owe  to  your  gallantry  and 
friendship — obligations  which  I  long  for  a 
proper  occasion  to  repay." 

'*  Well  then,"  resumed  the  major,  "  I  will 
deal  with  you  like  a  downright  Swiss,  and 
point  out  a  method  by  which  you  may  shift 
the  load  of  obligation  from  your  own  shoulders 
to  mine.  You  know  my  birth,  rank,  and 
e.xpectations  in  the  service  :  but  perhaps  you 
do  not  know,  that,  as  my  expense  has  always 
unavoidably  exceeded  my  income,  I  find  my- 
self a  little  out  at  elbows  in  my  circumstances, 
and  want  to  piece  them  up  by  matrimony. 
Of  those  ladies  with  whom  I  think  I  have  any 
chance  of  succeeding.  Mademoiselle  de  Mel- 
vil  seems  the  best  qualified  to  render  my 
situation  happy  in  all  respects.  Her  fortune 
is  more  than  sufficient  to  disembarrass  my 
affairs;  her  good  sense  will  be  a  seasonable 
check  upon  my  vivacity ;  her  agreeable  ac- 
complishments will  engage  a  continuation  of 
afl^ection  and  regard  :  I  know  my  own  dispo- 
sition well  enough  to  think  I  shall  become  a 
most  dutiful  and  tractable  husband  ;  and  shall 
deem  myself  highly  honoured  in  being  more 
closely  united  to  my  dear  Count  de  Melvil, 
the  son  and  representative  of  that  worthy 
officer  under  whom  my  youth  was  formed. 
If  you  will  therefore  sanction  my  claim,  I 
will  forthwiUi  begin  my  approaches,  and 
doubt  not,  under  your  auspices,  to  bring  the 
place  to  a  capitulation." 

Renaldo  was  pleased  with  the  frankness 
of  this  declaration,  approved  of  his  demand, 
and  desired  him  to  depend  upon  his  good 
offices  with  his  sister,  whom  he  sounded  that 
fc-ame  evening  upon  the  subject,  recommend- 
ing the  major  to  her  favour,  as  a  gentleman 
well  worthy  of  her  choice.  Mademoiselle, 
who  had  never  been  exercised  in  the  coquet- 
ries of  her  sex,  and  was  now  arrived  at  those 
years  when  the  vanity  of  youth  ought  to  yield 
•o  discretion,  considered  the  proposal  as  a 
philosopher,  find,  a'^cr  due  dellheration,  can- 
didly owned  she  had  no  objections  to  the 
match.  Farrel  was  accordingly  introduced 
m  tlie  character  of  a  lover,  after  the  permiss- 
on   of  the  counters  had  been  obtained  ;  and 


he  carried  on  his  addresses  in  the  usual  firm, 
so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  c-ncerned 
in  the  event,  that  a  day  was  appointed  for 
the  celebration  of  his  nuptials,  when  he  en- 
tered into  peaceable  possession  of  his  prize. 

A  few  days  after  this  joyful  occasion,  vvhil 
Renaldo  was  at  Vienna,  where  he  had  been 
indulged  with  leave  of  absence  for  six  months, 
and  employed  in  making  preparations  for  hie 
journey  to  Britain,  he  was  one  evening  pre- 
sented by  his  servant  with  a  packet  from 
London,  which  he  no  sooner  opened,  than 
he  found  inclosed  a  letter  directed  to  him  in 
the  handwriting  of  Monimia.  lie  was  so 
much  affected  at  sight  of  those  well-known 
characters,  that  he  stood  motionless  as  a 
statue,  eager  to  know  the  contents,  yet  afraid 
to  peruse  the  billet.  While  he  hesitated  in 
this  suspense,  he  chanced  to  cast  his  eye  on 
the  inside  of  the  cover,  and  perceived  the 
name  of  his  Jewish  friend  at  the  bottom  of  a 
few  lines,  importing,  that  the  inclosed  was 
delivered  to  him  by  a  physician  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, who  had  recommended  it  in  a 
particular  manner  to  his  care.  This  intima'- 
tion  served  only  to  increase  the  mystery,  and 
whet  his  impatience :  and  as  he  had  tlie 
explanation  in  his  hand,  he  summoned  ah 
his  resolution  to  his  aid,  and  breaking  the 
seal,  began  to  read  these  words. — "  Renaldo 
will  not  suppose  that  this  address  proceeds 
from  interested  motives,  when  he  learns, 
that,  before  it  can  be  presented  to  his  view, 
the  unfortunate  Monimia  will  be  no  more." 

Here  the  light  forsook  Renaldo's  eyes,  his 
knees  knocked  togetiier,  and  he  fell  at  full 
length  insensible  on  the  floor  :  his  valet  hear- 
ing the  noise,  ran  into  the  apartment,  liftec 
him  upon  a  couch,  and  dispatched  a  messen 
ger  for  proper  assistance,  while  he  himself 
endeavoured  to  recall  his  spirits  by  such  ap- 
plications as  chance  afforded  :  but  before  tht 
count  exhibited  any  signs  of  life,  his  brother- 
in-law  entered  his  chamber  by  accident,  anc 
as  soon  as  he  recollected  himself  from  the 
extreme  confusion  and  concern  produced  by 
this  melancholy  spectacle,  he  perceived  tiio 
fatal  epistle,  which  Melvil,  though  insensible, 
still  kept  within  his  grasp  ;  justly  suspecting 
this  to  be  the  cause  of  that  severe  paroxysm, 
he  drew  near  the  couch,  and  with  difficulty 
read  what  is  above  rehearsed,  and  the  sequel, 
to  this  effect : — 

"  Yes,  I  have  taken  such  measures  as  will 
prevent  it  from  falling  into  your  hands,  until 
after  I  shall  have  been  released  from  a  being 
embittered  with  inexpressible  misery  and 
anguish.  It  is  not  my  intention,  once  loved, 
and,  ah  !  still  too  fondly  remembered  youth, 
to  upbraid  you  as  the  source  of  that  unceas- 
ing woe  whicii  hath  boon  so  long  the  sole 
inhabitant  of  my  lonely  bosom.  I  will  not 
call  you  inconstant  or  unkind.  I  dare  not 
think  you  base  or  di.ghonourable  ;  yet  I  wsis 
abruptly  sacrificed  to  a  triumphant  rival, 
before  I  had  learned  to  hear  such  mortifica 
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tion  ;  before  I  liad  ovoroome  tlie  projiidiccs 
which  I  liad  imbibed  in  my  father's  lioiise,  I 
was  all  at  once  abandoned  to  despair,  to 
indigence,  and  distress,  to  the  vile  practices 
of  a  villain,  who,  1  fear,  hath  betrayed  us 
both.  What  have  nc  I  siiflered  from  the 
insults  and  vicious  designs  of  that  wretch, 
whom  yon  cherished  in  your  bosom  !  yet  to 
these  I  owe  this  near  approach  to  that  goal 
of  peace,  where  the  canker-worm  of  sorrow 
will  ex|)iro.  IJeware  of  that  artful  traitor; 
and,  oh  !  endeavour  to  overcome  that  levity 
of  disposition,  which,  if  indulged,  will  not 
only  Ptain  your  reputation,  but  also  debauch 
the  good  qualities  of  your  heart.  I  release 
you  in  the  sight  of  Heaven  froin  all  obliga- 
tions :  if  I  have  been  injured,  lot  not  my 
wrongs  bo  visited  on  the  head  of  Rcnaldo, 
for  whom  shall  be  offered  up  the  last  fervent 
urayers  of  the  iiapless  Moniinia." 

This  letter  was  a  clue  to  the  labyrinth  of 
Melvil's  distress  :  though  the  major  had  never 
heard  him  mention  the  name  of  this  beauty, 
he  had  received  such  hints  from  his  own  wife, 
as  enabled  him  to  comprehend  the  whole  of 
the  count's  disaster.  13y  the  administration 
of  stimulating  medicines  Renaldo  recovered 
his  perception  :  but  this  was  a  cruel  alterna- 
tive, considering  the  situation  of  liis  thoughts. 
The  first  word  he  pronounced  was  Monimia, 
v/ith  all  the  emphasis  of  the  most  violent 
despair:  he  perused  the  letter,  and  poured 
forth  incoherent  execrations  against  Fathom 
and  himself  He  exclaimed  in  a  frantic  tone, 
— "  iShe  is  lost  for  ever !  murdered  by  my 
unkindness  !  we  are  both  undone  by  the  in- 
fernal arts  of  Fathom  !  Execrable  monster  ! 
restore  her  to  my  arms.  If  thou  art  not  a 
fiend  in  reality,  I  will  tear  out  thy  false 
heart." 

So  saying,  ho  sprung  upon  his  valet,  who 
would  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  his  undistin- 
guisliing  fury,  had  not  he  been  saved  by  the 
interposition  of  Farrcl  and  the  family,  who 
disengaged  him  from  his  master's  gripe  by 
dint  of  force  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  their  joint 
endeavours,  he  broke  from  tliis  restraint, 
leap'jd  upon  the  floor,  and  seizing  his  sword, 
attempted  to  plunge  it  in  his  own  breast. 
When  he  was  once  more  overcome  by  num- 
bera,  he  cursed  himself,  and  all  those  who 
witliheld  him  ;  swore  he  would  not  survive 
the  fair  victim,  who  had  perished  by  his  cre- 
dulity and  indiscretion  ;  and  the  agitation  of 
hie  spirits  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that 
he  was  seized  with  strong  convulsions,  which 
nature  was  scarce  able  to  sustain :  every 
medical  expedient  was  used  to  quiet  this  per- 
turbation, which  at  length  yielded  so  far  as 
to  subside  into  a  continual  fever,  and  con- 
firmed delirium,  during  which  he  ceased  not 
to  pour  forth  the  most  pathetic  complaints, 
touching  his  ruined  love,  and  to  rave  about 
the  ill-starred  .Moninua.  The  major,  half 
distracted   by    .hu   calamity   of  his   friend, 


would  have  concealed  it  from  the  knowledgi! 
of  his  family,  had  not  the  physician,  by  dc- 
s])airiugof  his  life,  laid  him  under  the  necess- 
ity of  making  them  acquainted  with  hia  con- 
dition. 

The  countess  and  Mrs  Farrcl  were  no 
sooner  informed  of  his  case,  than  they  hast- 
ened to  the  melancholy  scene,  where  they 
found  Renaldo  deprived  of  his  senses,  pant- 
ing under  the  rage  of  an  exasperated  disease. 
They  saw  his  face  distorted,  and  his  eyes 
glaring  witli  frenzy  :  they  heard  him  invoke 
the  name  of  Monimia,  with  a  tenderness  of 
accent,  which  even  the  impulse  of  madness 
could  not  destroy.  Then,  with  a  sudden 
transition  of  tone  and  gesture,  he  denounced 
vengeance  against  her  betrayer,  and  called 
upon  the  north  wind  to  cool  the  fervour  of  his 
brain.  His  hair  hung  in  dishevelled  parcels, 
his  cheeks  were  wan,  his  looks  ghastly,  his 
vigour  was  fled,  and  all  the  glory  of  his  youth 
faded  :  tlie  physician  hung  his  head  in  silence, 
the  attendants  wrung  their  hands  in  despair, 
and  the  countenance  of  his  friend  was  bathed 
in  tears. 

Such  a  i)icture  would  have  moved  the  most 
obdurate  heart:  what  impression,  then,  must 
it  have  made  upon  a  parent  aiul  sister,  melt- 
ing with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  aflection  !  the 
mother  was  struck  dumb,  and  stupificd  with 
grief:  the  sister  threw  herself  on  the  bod  in 
a  transport  of  sorrow,  caught  her  loved  Re- 
naldo  in  her  arms,  and  was,  with  great  diffi- 
culty, torn  from  his  embrace.  Such  was  the 
dismal  reverse  that  overtook  the  late  so  happy 
family  of  Melvil ;  such  was  the  extremity  to 
which  the  treachery  of  Fathom  had  reduced 
his  best  benefactor ! 

Three  days  did  nature  struggle  with  sur- 
prising efforts,  and  then  the  constitution 
seemed  to  sink  under  the  victorious  fever: 
yet  as  his  strength  diminished,  his  delirium 
abated,  and  on  the  fiflh  morning  he  looked 
round,  and  recognised  his  weeping  friends. 
Though  now  exhausted  to  the  lowest  ebb  of 
life,  he  retained  the  perfect  use  of  speech, 
and  his  reason  being  quite  unclouded,  spoke 
to  each  with  equal  kindness  and  composure ; 
he  congratulated  himself  upon  the  sight  of 
shore,  after  the  horrors  of  such  a  tempest : 
called  upon  the  countess  and  his  sister,  who 
were  not  permitted  to  sec  him  at  such  a  con- 
juncture, and  being  apprised  by  the  major  of 
his  reason  for  excluding  them  from  his  pre- 
sence, he  applauded  his  concern,  bequeathed 
them  to  his  future  care,  and  took  leave  of 
that  gentleman  with  a  cordial  embrace. 
Then  he  desired  to  be  left,  in  private  with  a 
certain  clergyman,  who  regulated  the  con 
corns  of  his  soul ;  and  he  being  dismissed 
turned  his  face  from  the  light,  in  expectation 
of  his  final  discharge.  In  a  few  minutes  all 
was  still  and  dreary  ;  he  was  no  longer  heard 
to  breathe  ;  no  more  the  stream  of  life  waa 
perceived  to  circulate ;  he  was  supposed  to 
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be  absolved  from  all  his  cares,  and  a  uaivcr- 
sal  groan  from  tlic  by-standers  announced 
the  decease  of  the  gallant,  generous,  and 
tender-hearted  Renaldo. 

"  Come  hither,  ye  whom  the  pride  cf  youth 
and  health,  cf  birtii  and  affluence,  inlkmcs  ; 
who  tread  the  flowery  maze  of  pleasure, 
trusting  to  the  fruition  of  ever-circling  joys  ; 
ye  who  glory  in  your  accomplishments,  who 
indulge  the  views  of  ambition,  and  lay  schemes 
for  future  happiness  and  grandeur  ;  contem- 
plate here  the  vanity  of  life  :  behold  how  low 
tills  excellent  young  man  is  laid  !  mowed 
down  even  in  the  blossom  of  his  youth,  when 
fortune  seemed  to  open  all  her  treasures  to 
his  worth  I" 

Such  were  the  reflections  of  the  generous 
Farrel,  who,  while  he  performed  the  last 
office  of  friendship,  in  closing  the  eyes  of  the 
much-lamented  Melvil,  perceived  a  warmth 
on  the  skin,  which  the  hand  of  death  seldom 
leaves  unextinguished.  This  uncommon  sen- 
sation he  reported  to  the  physician,  who, 
though  he  could  feel  no  pulsation  in  the  heart 
or  arteries,  conjectured  that  life  still  lingered 
in  some  of  its  interior  haunts,  and  immediately 
ordered  such  applications  to  the  extremities 
and  surface  of  the  body,  as  might  help  to 
concentrate  and  reinforce  the  natural  heat. 

By  these  prescriptions,  which,  for  some 
tmie,  produced  no  sensible  efl'ect,  the  embers 
were,  in  ail  probability,  kept  glowing,  and 
the  vital  power  revived  ;  for,  after  a  consi- 
derable pause,  respiration  was  gradually  re- 
newed at  long  intervals,  a  languid  motion 
vv'as  perceived  at  the  heart,  a  few  feeble  and 
irregular  pulsations  were  felt  at  the  wrist, 
the  clay-coloured  livery  of  death  began  to 
vanish  from  his  face  ;  the  circulation  acquired 
new  force,  and  he  opened  his  eyes  with  a 
Bigh,  which  proclaimed  his  return  from  the 
shades  of  death. 

When  he  recovered  the  faculty  of  swal- 
lowing, a  cordial  was  administered ;  and 
whether  the  fever  abated,  in  consequence  of 
the  blood's  being  cooled  and  condensed  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  action  in  the  solids,  or 
nature,  in  that  agony,  had  prepared  a  proper 
channel  for  the  expulsion  of  the  disease,  cer- 
tain it  is,  ho  was,  from  this  moment,  rid  of 
all  bodily  pain  ;  he  retrieved  the  animal  func- 
tions, and  nothing  remained  of  his  malady 
but  an  extreme  weakness  and  languor,  the 
oflbct  of  nature's  being  fatigued  in  the  battle 
she  had  won. 

Unutterable  was  the  joy  that  took  possess- 
icm  of  his  mother  and  sister,  when  Farrel 
flew  into  their  apartment,  to  intimate  this 
happy  turn.  Scarce  could  they  be  restrained 
from  pouring  forth  their  transports  in  the 
presence  of  Renaldo,  who  was  still  too  feeble 
to  endure  such  communication  :  indeed  he 
was  extremely  mortified  and  dejected  at  this 
i;vent,  whic  »  had  diffused  such  pleasure  and 
•atisfection  among  his  friends  •  for,  though 


his  distemper  was  mastered,  the  fatal  causa 
of  it  still  rankled  at  his  heart,  and  he  con- 
sidered this  respite  from  death  aa  a  protrac- 
tion of  his  misery. 

When  he  was  congratulated  by  the  major 
on  the  triumph  of  his  constitution,  he  replied, 
with  a  groan, — "  I  would  to  Heaven  it  had 
been  otherwise  ;  for  I  am  reserved  for  all  the 
horrors  of  the  most  poignant  sorrow  and 
remorse.  O  Monimia  !  Monimia !  1  hoped 
by  this  time  to  have  convinced  thy  gentle 
shade,  that  I  was,  at  least  intentionally,  in- 
nocent of  that  ruthless  barbarity  which  hath 
brought  thee  to  an  untimely  grave.  Heaven 
and  earth  !  do  I  still  survive  the  conscious- 
ness of  that  dire  catastrophe  !  and  lives  the 
atrocious  villain  who  hath  blasted  all  our 
hopes." 

With  these  last  words,  the  fire  darted  from 
his  eyes,  and  his  brother,  snatching  this  oc- 
casional handle  for  reconciling  him  to  life, 
joined  in  his  exclamations  against  the  trea- 
cherous Fathom,  and  observed,  that  he  should 
not,  in  point  of  honour,  wish  to  die,  until  he 
should  have  sacrificed  that  traitor  to  the 
manes  of  the  beauteous  Monimia.  Thia 
incitement  acted  as  a  spur  upon  exhausted 
nature,  causing  the  blood  to  circulate  with 
fresh  vigour,  and  encouraging  him  to  take 
such  sustenance  as  would  recruit  his  strength, 
and  repair  the  damage  which  his  health  had 
sustained. 

His  sister  assiduously  attended  him  in  hia 
recovery,  flattering  his  appetite,  and  amusing 
his  sorrov/,  at  the  same  time  ;  the  clergyman 
assailed  his  despondence  with  religious  wea- 
pons, as  well  as  with  arguments  drawn  from 
philosophy ;  and  the  fury  of  his  passions 
being  already  expended,  he  became  so  tracta- 
ble as  to  listen  to  his  remonstrances  :  but 
notwithstanding  the  joint  endeavours  of  all 
his  friends,  a  deep  fixed  melancholy  remained, 
after  every  consequence  of  his  disease  had 
vanished.  In  vain  they  essayed  to  elude  his 
grief  bjj  gaiety  and  diversions :  in  vain  they 
tried  to  decoy  his  heart  into  some  new  en- 
gagement. 

These  kind  attempts  served  only  to  feed 
and  nourish  that  melancholy  which  pined 
within  his  bosom.  Monimia  still  haunted 
him  in  the  midst  of  these  amusements,  whiie 
his  reflection  whispered  to  him, — "  Pleasures 
like  these  I  might  have  relished  with  her  par- 
ticipation." That  darling  idea  mingled  m 
all  the  female  assemblies  at  which  he  was 
present,  eclipsing  their  attractions,  and  en- 
hancing the  bitterness  of  his  loss ;  for  absence, 
enthusiasm,  and  even  his  despair,  had  height- 
ened the  charms  of  the  fair  orphan  into  some- 
thing supernatural  and  divine. 

Time,  that  commonly  weakens  the  traces 
of  remembrance,  seemed  to  deepen  its  im- 
pressions in  his  breast.  Nightly,  in  his 
dreams,  did  he  converse  with  his  dear  Mo- 
nimia ;  sometimes  on  the  vcrdai  t  bank  of  a 
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dslightful  stream,  whore  ho  breathed  in  soft 
murmurs  the  dictates  of  his  love  and  admira- 
tion ;  sometimes  reclined  within  tlic  tufted 
grove,  his  arm  encircled  and  sustained  her 
snowy  neck,  wliilst  she,  with  looks  of  love 
inefTublc,  gazed  on  his  face,  invoking  Heaven 
to  bless  her  husband  and  her  lord.  Yet, 
even  in  these  illusions,  was  his  fancy  oft 
alarmed  for  the  ill-fated  fair.  Sometimes  he 
viewed  her  tottering  on  the  brink  of  a  steep 
precipice,  far  distant  from  his  helping  hand  ; 
at  other  times  she  seemed  to  sail  along  the 
boisterous  tide,  imploring  his  assistance ; — 
then  would  he  start  with  horror  from  his 
sleep,  and  feel  his  sorrows  more  than  realized; 
he  deserted  his  coucli — he  avoided  tiio  so- 
ciety of  mankind — he  courted  sequestered 
shades,  where  he  could  indulge  his  melan- 
choly ;  there  his  mind  brooded  over  his  ca- 
lamity, until  his  imagination  became  familiar 
v/ith  all  the  ravages  of  death :  it  contem- 
plated the  gradual  decline  of  Monimia's 
nealth  ;  her  tears,  her  distress,  her  despair, 
at  his  imagined  cruelty  ;  he  saw  through  that 
perspective  every  blossom  of  her  beauty 
wither,  every  sparkle  vanish  from  her  eyes  ; 
he  beheld  her  faded  lips,  her  pale  cheek,  and 
her  inanimated  features,  the  symmetry  of 
which  not  death  itself  was  able  to  destroy. 
His  fancy  conveyed  her  breathless  corse  to 
the  cold  grave,  over  wliich,  perhaps,  no  tear 
humane  was  shed,  where  her  delicate  limbs 
were  consigned  to  dust,  where  she  was  dished 
r.ut  a  delicious  banquet  to  the  unsparing 
rtr'orm. 

Over  these  pictures  he  dwelt  with  a  sort 
of  pleasing  anguish,  until  he  became  so 
enamoured  of  her  tomb,  that  he  could  no 
longer  resist  the  desire  that  compelled  him 
to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  dear  hallowed 
spot,  where  all  his  once  gay  hopes  lay  buried  ; 
that  he  might  nightly  visit  the  silent  habita- 
tion of  his  ruined  love,  embrace  the  sacred 
earth  with  wliich  she  was  now  compounded, 
moisten  it  with  his  tears,  and  bid  the  turf  lie 
easy  on  her  breast.  Besides  the  prospect  of 
this  gloomy  enjoyment,  he  was  urged  to  re- 
turn to  England,  by  an  eager  desire  of  taking 
vengeance  on  the  perfidious  Fathom,  as  well 
as  of  acquitting  himself  of  the  obligations  he 
owed  in  that  kingdom  to  those  who  had 
assisted  him  in  his  d'stress.  He  therefore 
commimicated  his  intention  to  Farrel,  who 
would  have  insisted  upon  attending  him  in 
the  journey,  had  not  he  been  conjured  to  stay 
and  manage  Renaldo's  affairs  in  his  absence. 
Every  previous  step  being  taken,  he  took 
.eave  of  the  countess  and  his  sister,  who  had, 
with  all  their  in' arest  and  elocution,  opposed 
his  design,  the  execution  of  which,  they 
|ustly  feared,  would,  instead  of  dissipating, 
augment  his  chagrin  ;  and  now,  seeing  him 
determined,  they  shed  a  flood  of  fears  at  his 
departure,  and  he  set  out  from  Vienna  in  a 
post-chaise,  accompanied  by  a  trusty  valet- 
de-chambre  on  horseback. 

43- 


CHAPTER   LXr 

Rrnaldo  meets  with  a  livitifr  monumenl  of 
justice,  and  encounters  a  jycrsonage  of 
some  note  in  these  mcmoin. 

As  this  domestic  was  very  well  qualified  for 
making  all  the  proper  dispositions,  and  ad- 
justing every  necessary  article  on  the  road, 
Rcnaldo  totally  abstracted  himself  from 
earthly  considerations,  and  mused  without 
ceasing  on  that  theme  which  was  the  con- 
stant subject  of  his  contemplation.  He 
was  blind  to  the  objects  tiiat  surrounded 
him  ;  he  scarce  ever  felt  the  importunities 
of  nature  ;  and  had  not  they  been  reinforced 
by  the  pressing  entreaties  of  his  attendant, 
he  would  have  proceeded  without  refresh- 
ment or  repose.  In  this  absence  of  mind  did 
he  traverse  a  great  part  of  Germany,  in  his 
way  to  the  Austrian  Netliorlands,  and  arrived 
at  the  fortress  of  Luxemburg,  wiiere  he  was 
obliged  to  tarry  a  whole  day,  on  account  of 
an  accident  which  had  happened  to  his 
chaise.  Here  he  went  to  view  the  fortifica- 
tions ;  and,  as  he  walked  along  the  ramparts, 
his  ears  were  saluted  with  these  words: — 
"  Heaven  bless  the  noble  Count  do  Melvil  I 
will  not  he  turn  the  eyes  of  compassion  on 
an  old  fellow-soldier  reduced  to  misfortune 
and  disgrace  ?" 

Surprised  at  this  address,  which  was  at- 
tended with  the  clanking  of  chains,  Renaldc 
lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  perceived  the  person 
who  spoke  to  be  one  of  two  malefactors 
shackled  together,  who  had  been  sentenced 
for  some  crime  to  work  as  labourers  on  the 
fortifications.  His  face  was  so  covered  with 
hair,  and  liis  whole  appearance  so  disguised 
by  the  squalid  habit  which  he  wore,  that  the 
count  could  not  recollect  his  features,  until 
he  gave  him  to  understand  that  his  name 
was  Ratchcali.  Melvil  immediately  recog- 
nised his  fellow-student  at  Vicima,  and  hia 
brother  volunteer  upon  the  Rhine,  and  ex- 
pressed equal  surprise  and  concern  at  seeing 
him  in  such  a  deplorable  situation. 

Nothing  renders  the  soul  so  callous  and 
insensible  as  the  searing  brands  of  infamy 
and  disgrace.  Without  betraying  the  leasl 
symptoms  ofshame  or  confusion, — "  Count," 
says  he,  "  this  is  the  fate  of  war,  at  least  of 
the  war  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  ever 
since  I  took  leave  of  the  imperial  army,  and 
retreated  with  your  old  companion  Fathom. 
Long  life  to  that  original  genius!  If  he  \n 
not  imhappily  eclipsed  by  some  unn)rtunate 
interposition  before  his  terrene  parts  are 
purified,  I  foresee  that  he  will  shine  a  star 
of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  world  of  ad- 
venture." 

At  mention  of  this  detested  name,  Renal- 
do's heart  began  to  throb  with  iud'gnation  , 
yet  he  suppressed  the  emotion,  and  desirei' 
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to  know  the  meaning  of  that  splendid  en- 
comium which  he  had  bestowed  upon  his 
confederate.  "  It  would  be  quite  unneces- 
sary," replied  RatclicaH,  "  for  a  man  in  my 
present  situation  to  equivocate  or  dic^uise 
tlic  truth.  The  nature  of  my  disgrace  is 
jierfectly  well  known  ;  I  am  condemned  to 
iiard  labour  for  life  ;  and  unless  some  lucky 
accident  (which  I  cannot  now  foresee)  shall 
intervene,  all  I  can  expect  is  some  alleviation 
of  my  hard  lot  from  the  generosity  of  such 
gentlemen  as  you,  who  compassionate  the 
sufferings  of  your  fellow-creatures.  In  order 
to  engage  your  benevolence  the  more  in  my 
behalf,  I  shall  (if  you  will  give  me  the  hear- 
ing) faithfully  inform  you  of  some  particulars, 
which  it  may  import  you  to  know,  concern- 
ing my  old  acquaintance  Ferdinand  Count 
Fathom,  whose  real  character  hath  perhaps 
hitherto  escaped  your  notice." 

Then  he  proceeded  to  give  a  regular  detail 
of  all  the  strokes  of  finesse  which  he,  in  con- 
junction with  our  adventurer,  had  practised 
upon  Melvil  and  others  during  their  residence 
at  Vienna,  and  the  campaigns  they  had  made 
upon  the  Rhine.  He  explained  the  nature 
of  the  robbery  which  was  supposed  to  have 
been  done  by  the  count's  valet,  together  with 
the  manner  of  their  desertion ;  he  described 
his  separation  from  Fathom,  their  meeting 
at  London,  the  traffic  they  carried  on  in  co- 
partnership, and  the  misfortune  that  reduced 
Ferdinand  to  the  condition  in  which  he  was 
bund  by  Melvii. 

*'  After  having  gratified  the  honest  lawyer," 
isaid  he,  "  with  a  snare  of  the  unfortunate 
Fathom's  spoils,  and  packed  up  all  my  own  val- 
uable effects,  my  new  auxiliary  Maurice  and  I 
posted  to  Harwich,  embarked  in  the  packet- 
boat,  and  next  day  arrived  at  Helvoetsluys  ; 
from  thence  we  repaired  to  the  Hague,  in 
order  to  mingle  in  the  gaieties  of  the  place, 
and  exercise  our  talents  at  play,  which  is 
tliere  cultivated  with  universal  eagerness  : 
but  chancing  to  meet  with  an  old  acquaint- 
tance,  wliom  I  did  not  at  all  desire  to  see, 
I  found  it  convenient  to  withdraw  softly  to 
Rotterdam;  from  whence  we  set  out  for 
Antwerp ;  and,  having  made  a  tour  of  the 
Austrian  Netherlands,  set  up  our  rest  at 
Brussels,  and  concerted  a  plan  for  laying  the 
Flemings  under  contribution. 

"  From  our  appearance  we  procured  ad- 
mission into  the  most  polite  assemblies,  and 
succeeded  to  a  wonder  in  all  our  operations, 
until  our  career  was  unfortunately  checked 
by  the  indiscretion  of  my  ally,  who,  being 
detected  in  the  very  act  of  conveying  a  card, 
was  immediately  introduced  to  a  magistrate : 
and  this  minister  of  justice  was  so  curious, 
inquisitive,  and  clear-sighted,  that  Count 
Maurice,  finding  it  impossible  to  elude  his 
penetration,  was  fain  to  stinulate  for  his  own 
safety,  by  giving  up  his  friend  to  the  cogni- 
i!ance  of  the  law.  I  was  accordingly  appre- 
liended,   before  T   knew  the   cause  of   my 


arrest :  and  being  unhappily  kno\V.i  by  some 
soldiers  of  the  prince's  guard,  my  character 
turned  out  so  little  to  the  approbation  of  the 
inquisitors,  that  all  my  effects  were  confis- 
cated for  the  benefit  of  the  state,  and  I  was, 
by  a  formal  sentence,  condemned  to  labou/ 
on  the  fortifications  all  the  days  of  my  life  ,• 
while  Maurice  escaped  at  the  expense  of  five 
hundred  stripes,  which  he  received  in  public 
from  the  hands  of  the  common  executioner. 

"  Thus  have  I,  without  evasion  or  menta. 
reservation,  given  a  faithful  account  of  the 
steps  by  which  I  have  arrived  at  this  barrier, 
which  is  likely  to  be  the  nc  plus  ultra  of  my 
peregrinations,  unless  the  generous  Count 
de  Melvil  will  deign  to  interpose  his  interest 
in  behalf  of  an  old  fellow-soldier,  who  may 
yet  live  to  justify  his  mediation." 

Renaldo  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth 
of  this  story,  every  circumstance  of  which 
tended  to  corroborate  the  intelligence  he  had 
already  received  .touching  the  character  of 
Fathom,  whom  ho  now  considered  with  a 
double  portion  of  abhorrence,  as  the  most 
abandoned  miscreant  that  nature  had  ever 
produced.  Though  Ratchcali  did  not  pos- 
sess a  much  higher  place  in  his  opinion,  he 
favoured  him  with  marks  of  his  bounty,  and 
exhorted  him,  if.  possible,  to  reform  his 
heart :  but  he  would  by  no  means  promise  to 
interpose  his  credit  in  favour  of  a  wretch 
self-convicted  of  such  enormous  villainy  and 
fraud.  He  could  not  help  moralizing  upon 
this  rencounter,  which  inspired  him  with 
great  contempt  for  human  nature  ;  and  next 
day  he  proceeded  on  his  journey  with  a 
heavy  heart,  ruminating  on  the  perfidy  oi 
mankind,  and,  between  whiles,  transportec 
with  the  prospect  of  revenging  all  his  calami 
ties  upon  the  accursed  author. 

While  he  was  wrapped  up  in  these  reve- 
ries, his  carriage  rolled  along,  and  had  already 
entered  a  wood  between  Mens  and  Tournay, 
when  his  dream  was  suddenly  interrupted  by 
the  explosion  of  several  pistols  that  were 
fired  among  the  thickets  at  a  little  distance 
from  the  road.  Roused  at  this  alarm,  he 
snatched  his  sword  that  stood  by  him,  and, 
springing  from  the  chaise,  ran  directly  to- 
wards the  spot,  being  close  followed  by  his 
valet,  who  had  alighted  and  armed  himself 
with  a  pistOi  in  each  hand.  About  forty 
yards  from  the  highway,  they  arrived  in  a 
little  glade  or  opening,  where  they  saw  a 
single  man  standing  at  bay  against  five  ban- 
ditti, after  having  killed  one  of  their  com 
panions,  and  lost  his  own  horse,  that  lay 
dead  upon  the  ground. 

Melvil  seeing  this  odds,  and  immediate'./ 
guessing  their  design,  rushed  among  them 
without  hesitation,  and  in  an  instant  ran  his 
sword  through  the  heart  of  on*^  whose  hand 
was  raised  to  smite  the  gentleman  behind 
while  he  was  engaged  with  the  rest  in  front. 
At  the  same  time  the  valet  disabled  anothet 
by  a  shot  in  the  shoulder ;  so  that  the  num 
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ber  being  now  equal  on  buth  sides,  a  furious 
combat  ensued,  every  niiin  being  paired  with 
an  antagonist,  and  eacli  liavinj;;  recourse  to 
swords,  as  all  tlieir  pii^ces  liad  been  dis- 
cliar{,'ed.  Renaldo's  adversary,  linding  liini- 
self  pressed  witli  equal  fury  and  skill,  re- 
treated gradually  among  the  trees,  until  he 
vanished  altogether  into  the  thickest  of  the 
wocd  ;  and  his  two  companions  followed  his 
example  with  great  ease,  the  valet-de-cham- 
bre  being  hurt  m  the  leg,  and  the  stranger  so 
much  exhausted  by  the  wounds  he  had  re- 
ceived before  Renaldo's  interposition,  t!;at, 
when  the  young  gentleman  approached  to 
congratulate  him  on  the  defeat  of  the  robbers, 
lie,  in  advancing  to  embrace  his  deliverer, 
dropped  down  motionless  on  the  grass. 

The  count,  with  that  warmth  of  sympathy 
and  benevolence  which  was  natural  to  his 
heart,  litled  up  the  wounded  cavalier  in  his 
arms,  and  carried  him  to  the  chaise,  in  which 
he  was  deposited,  while  the  valet-de-chambre 
reloaded  his  pistols,  and  prepared  for  a  second 
attack,  as  they  did  not  doubt  that  the  banditti 
would  return  with  a  reinforcement.  How- 
ever, before  they  re-appeared,  Renaldo's 
driver  disengaged  him  from  the  wood,  and  in 
less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  they  arrived 
at  a  village,  where  they  halted  for  assistance 
to  the  stranger,  who,  though  still  alive,  had 
not  recovered  the  use  of  his  senses. 

After  he  was  undressed,  and  laid  in  a  warm 
bed,  a  surgeon  examined  his  bod}',  and  found 
a  wound  in  his  nock  by  a  sword,  and  another 
in  his  right  side,  occasioned  by  a  pistol-shot ; 
so  that  his  prognostic  was  very  dubious : 
meanwhile,  he  appli^d  proper  dressings  to 
both  ;  and,  in  iialf  an  hour  atler  this  adminis- 
tration, the  gentleman  gave  some  tokens  of 
perception.  He  looked  around  him  with  a 
wildness  of  fury  in  his  aspect,  as  if  he  had 
thought  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  robbers 
by  whom  he  had  been  attacked  :  but,  wlien 
he  saw  the  assiduity  with  which  the  by- 
standers exerted  themselves  in  liis  behalf, 
one  raising  his  head  from  the  pillow,  while 
another  exhorted  him  to  swallow  a  little  wine 
which  was  warmed  for  the  purpose ;  when 
he  beheld  the  sympathizing  looks  of  all  pre- 
sent, and  heard  himself  accosted  in  the  most 
cordial  terms  by  the  person  whom  he  recol- 
lected as  his  deliverer,  all  the  severity  van- 
ished from  his  countenance ;  he  took  Renal- 
do's hand,  and  pressed  it  to  his  lips ;  and, 
while  the  tears  gushed  from  his  eyes, — 
■'Praised  be  God,"  said  he,  "that  virtue  and 
S[encrosity  are  still  to  be  found  among  the 
jons  of  men." 

Everybody  in  the  apartment  was  affected 
by  this  eyclamation  ;  and  Melvil,  above  all 
ihe  rest,  felt  such  emotions  as  he  could 
"jcarcely  restrain.  He  entreated  the  gentle- 
man to  believe  himself  in  the  midst  of  such 
friends  as  would  effectually  secure  him  from 
all  violence  and  mortification  ;  he  conjured 
him  to  comnosp  the  perturbation  of  his  spirits, 
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and  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  his  mind,  with 
that  reflection  ;  and  protested,  that  he  him- 
self would  not  (piit  the  house  while  his  at- 
tendance should  be  deemed  necessary  for  tlio 
stranger's  cure,  or  his  conversation  condu- 
cive to  his  amusement. 

These  assurances,  considered  with  the 
heroic  part  which  the  young  Hungarian  had 
already  acted  in  his  behalf,  iusjjired  the  cava- 
lier with  such  a  sublime  idea  of  Melvil,  that 
he  gazed  upon  him  with  silent  astonishment, 
as  an  angel  sent  from  heaven  for  his  succour ; 
and,  in  the  transport  of  his  gratitude,  could 
not  help  exclaiming, — "  Sure  Providence 
hath  still  something  in  reserve  for  this  un- 
fortunate wretch,  in  whoso  favour  such  a 
miracle  of  courage  and  generosity  hath  inter- 
j)osed  !" 

Being  accommodated  with  proper  care  ana 
attendance,  his  constitution  in  a  little  time 
overcame  the  fever;  and,  at  the  third  dress- 
ing, the  surgeon  declared  him  out  of  all  dan- 
ger from  his  wounds.  Then  was  Renaldo 
indulged  with  opportunities  of  conversing 
with  the  patient,  and  of  inquiring  into  the 
particulars  of  his  fortune  and  designs  in  life, 
with  a  view  to  manifest  the  inclination  he 
felt  to  serve  him  in  his  future  occasions. 

The  more  this  stranger  contemplated  the 
character  of  the  count,  the  more  his  amaze- 
ment increased,  on  account  of  liis  extraor 
dinary  benevolence  in  favour  of  a  person 
whose  merit  he  could  not  possibly  know :  ho 
even  expressed  his  surprise  on  this  subject  to 
Renaldo,  who  at  length  told  him,  that, 
although  his  best  offices  should  always  be 
ready  for  the  occasions  of  any  gentleman  in 
distress,  his  particular  attachment  and  re- 
gard to  hiin  was  improved  by  an  additional 
consideration. — ''  I  am  no  stranger,"  said  he, 
'•  to  the  virtues  and  honour  of  the  gallant  Don 
Diego  dc  Zelos." 

*'  Heaven  and  earth  !"  cried  the  stranger, 
starting  from  his  seat  with  extreme  emotion, 
"  do  I  then  live  to  hear  myself  addressed  by 
that  long  lost  appellation  !  My  heart  glows 
at  the  expression  !  my  spirits  are  kindled 
with  a  flame  that  thrills  through  every  nerve  ! 
Say,  young  gentleman,  if  you  arc  really  an 
inhabitant  of  earth,  by  what  means  are  you 
acquainted  with  the  unhappy  name  of  Zelos  V 

In  answer  to  tiiis  eager  interrogation,  Re- 
naldo gave  him  to  understand,  that,  in  the 
course  of  his  travels,  he  had  resided  a  short 
time  at  Seville,  where  he  had  frequently  seen 
Don  Diego,  and  oflen  heard  his  character 
mentioned  with  uncommon  esteem  and  vene- 
ration. "  Alas  !"  replied  the  Castilian,  "  that 
justice  is  no  longer  done  to  the  wretched 
Zelos  ;  his  honours  are  blasted,  and  his  repu- 
tation canker-bitten  by  the  venomous  tooth 
of  slander." 

He  then  proceeded  to  unfold  his  misfor- 
tunes, as  they  have  already  been  explained 
in  the  former  part  of  these  memoirs;  at  tho 
recapitulation  of  which,  the  heart  of  Melvi! 
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being  intenJered  bj'  his  own  calamities,  was 
so  deeply  affected,  that  he  re-echoed  the 
groans  of  Don  Diego,  and  wept  over  his  suf- 
Hirings  with  the  most  filial  sympathy.  When 
l.o  repeated  the  story  of  that  cruel  fraud 
which  was  practised  upon  him  by  tlie  faith- 
less Fadini,  Melvil,  whose  mind  and  imagi- 
nation teemed  with  the  villainies  of  Fathom, 
was  immediately  struck  with  the  conjecture 
of  his  being  the  knave  ;  because,  indeed,  he 
could  not  believe  tliat  any  other  person  was 
so  abandoned  by  principle  and  humanity  as 
to  take  such  a  barbarous  advantage  of  a  gen- 
Ueman  in  distress. 


CHAPTER  LXIL 

His  return  to  England,  and  midnight  pil- 
grimage to  Monimid's  tomb. 

Me  considered  the  date  of  that  unparalleled 
transaction,  which  agreed  with  his  conjec- 
ture, and  from  the  inquiries  he  made  con- 
cerning the  person  of  the  traitor,  gathered 
reasons  sufficient  to  confirm  his  supposition. 
Thus  certified, — "That  is  the  villain,"  cried 
the  count,  "  whose  infernal  arts  have  over- 
whelmed me  with  such  misery  as  heaven 
itself  hath  no  remedy  to  dispel !  To  revenge 
my  wrongs  on  that  perfidious  miscreant,  is 
one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  which  I  deign  to 
drag  about  a  hateful  being.  O  Don  Diego  ! 
v.'liat  is  life,  when  all  its  enjoyments  are  so 
easily  poisoned  by  the  machinations  of  such 
a  worm  !"  So  saying,  he  smote  his  breast 
in  all  the  ngony  of  v.'oe,  and  besought  the 
Spaniard  to  relate  the  steps  he  took  in  con- 
sequence of  this  disaster. 

The  Castilian's  cheeks  reddened  at  this 
mformation,  which  reinforced  his  own  re- 
sentment, and,  casting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
— "  Sacred  poweis  !"  cried  he,  "let  him  not 
perish,  before  you  bring  him  within  my  reach. 
You  ask  me,  noble  cavalier,  what  measures 
I  took  in  this  abyss  of  misery  !  For  the  first 
day  I  was  tortured  with  apprehensions  for 
the  friendly  Fadini,  fearing  that  he  had  been 
robbed  and  murdered  for  the  jewels  which  he 
had  perhaps  too  unwarily  exposed  to  sale  : 
but  this  terror  soon  vanished  before  the  true 
presages  of  my  fate,  when,  on  the  morrow,  I 
found  the  whole  family  in  tears  and  confu- 
sion, and  heard  my  landlord  pour  forth  the 
most  bitter  imprecations  against  the  fugitive, 
wlio  had  deflowered  his  daughter,  and  even 
robbed  tne  house.  You  will  ask,  which  of 
the  passions  of  my  heart  were  interested  on 
this  occasion  T  They  were  sliamc  and  indig- 
nation :  all  my  grief  flowed  in  another  chan- 
nel :  I  blushed  r,o  find  my  judgment  deceived  : 
I  scorned  to  complain  :  but  in  my  heart  de- 
ri'junced  vengeance  against  my  base  betrayer. 
I  silently  retired  to  iny  apartment,  in  order 
.«.  commune  with  my  own  thoughts. 


"  I  had  borne  greater  calamities  witiiout 
being  driven  to  despair;  l  summoned  all  my 
fortitude  to  my  assistance,  and  resolved  to 
live  in  spite  of  affliction.  Thus  determined, 
I  betook  myself  to  the  house  of  a  generi-J 
officer  u'hose  character  was  fair  in  the  worlc ; 
and  having  obtained  admission  inconsequence 
of  my  oriental  appearance, — "  To  a  man  cf 
hoiiour,"  said  \,  ♦'  the  unfortunate  need  nc 
introduction  ;  my  habit  proclaims  me  a  Per- 
sian ;  this  passport  from  the  states  of  Holland 
will  confirm  that  supposition.  I  have  been 
robbed  of  jewels  to  a  considerable  value,  by  a 
wretch  v/hom  I  flivoured  with  my  confidence  ; 
and  now,  reduced  to  extreme  indigence,  1 
come  to  offer  myself  as  a  soldier  in  the  armies 
of  France.  I  have  health  and  strength  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  that  duty  ;  nor  am  I  unac- 
quainted with  a  military  life,  which  was  once 
my  glory  and  occupation.  1  therefore  sue 
for  your  protection,  that  I  may  be  received, 
though  in  the  lowest  order  of  them  that  serve 
the  king;  and  that  your  future  favour  may 
depend  upon  my  behaviour  in  that  capacity." 

"  The  general,  surprised  at  my  declara- 
tion, surveyed  me  with  uncommon  attention  ; 
he  perused  my  certificate  ;  asked  divers  ques- 
tions concernini^  the  art  of  war,  to  which  I 
returned  such  answers  as  convinced  him  that 
I  was  not  wholly  ignorant  in  that  particji^r. 
In  short,  I  was  eniisied  as  a  voiunteer  in  his 
own  regiment,  and  soon  after  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  subaltern,  and  the  office  of  equerry 
to  his  own  son,  who  at  that  time  had  attained 
to  the  degree  of  colonel,  tncugh  his  age  did 
not  exceed  eighteen  years. 

"  This  young  man  was  naturally  of  a  fero- 
cious disposition,  which  had  been,  rendered 
quite  untractable  by  the  pride  of  birth  and 
fortune,  together  with  the  license  of  his  edu- 
cation. As  he  did  not  know  the  respect  due 
to  a  gentleman,  so  he  could  not  possibly  pay 
it  to  those  who  were  unfortunat-ely  under  his 
command.  Divers  mortifications  I  sustained 
with  that  fortitude  which  became  a  Castilian 
who  lay  under  obligations  to  the  father;  till 
at  length,  laying  aside  all  decorum,  he  smote 
me.  Sacred  heaven  !  he  smote  Don  Diego 
de  Zelos,  in  presence  of  his  whole  household. 

"  Had  my  sword  been  endowed  with  sen- 
sation, it  would  of  itself  have  started  from 
the  scabbard  at  this  indignity  offered  to  its 
master.  I  unsheatlied  it  without  deliberation, 
saying, — "  Know,  insolent  boy,  he  is  a  gen- 
tleman whom  thou  hast  thus  outraged :  and 
thou  hast  cancelled  the  ties  which  havehith 
erto  restrained  my  indignation."  His  ser- 
vants would  have  interposed,  but  lie  com- 
manded them  to  retire,  and,  flushed  with  that 
confidence  which  the  impetuosity  of  his  tem- 
per inspired,  he  drew  in  his  turn,  and  attacked 
me  with  redoubled  rage ;  but  his  dexterity 
being  very  unequal  to  his  courage,  he  was 
soon  disarmed  and  overthrown  ;  when,  point- 
inof  my  sword  to  his  breast, — ''  In  considera 
tion  of  thy  youth  and  ignorance,"  said  I,  " 
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spare  tluit  life  wliicli  tliou  hast  fodbiled  by 
(hy  ungoiiorous  prusmnption." 

"  Willi  tlieso  words,  1  put  up  my  weapon, 
retired  tliroujrii  the  midst  of  his  domestics, 
who,  seeing  their  master  safe,  did  not  think 
proper  to  oppose  my  ])assage,  and  mounting 
my  liorse,  in  less  than  two  hours  entered  tiie 
Austrian  dominions,  resolving  to  proceed  as 
far  as  Holland,  that  I  might  embark  in  tiie 
first  sliip  for  Spain,  in  order  to  wash  away 
with  my  own  blood,  or  that  of  my  enemies, 
the  cruel  statu  which  hath  so  long  defiled  my 
reputation. 

"  This  was  the  grievance  that  still  corroded 
my  heart,  and  rendered  ineftectual  the  inhu- 
man sacrifice  I  had  made  to  my  injured 
honour.  This  was  the  consideration  that 
incessantly  prompted,  and  still  importunes 
me  to  run  every  risk  of  life  and  fortune, 
rather  than  leave  my  fame  under  such  an 
Ignominious  aspersion.  I  propose  to  obey 
this  internal  call.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  is 
the  voice  of  Heaven  ;  of  that  Providence 
which  manifested  its  care  by  sending  such  a 
generous  auxiliary  to  my  aid,  when  I  was 
overpowered  by  banditti,  on  the  very  first 
day  of  my  expedition." 

Having  in  this  manner  gratified  the  curio- 
eity  of  his  deliverer,  he  expressed  a  desire 
of  knowing  the  quality  of  him  to  whom  he 
was  so  signally  obliged ;  and  Renaldo  did 
not  scruple  to  make  the  Castilian  acquainted 
with  his  name  and  family  :  he  likewise  com- 
iinnicated  the  story  of  his  unfortunate  love, 
with  all  the  symptoms  of  unutterable  woe, 
uhich  drew  tears  from  the  noble-hearted 
Spaniard,  while  with  a  groan  that  announced 
the  load  which  overwhelmed  his  soul, — "  I 
had  a  daughter,"  said  he,  "such  as  you 
describe  the  jiccrlcss  Monimia ;  had  Heaven 
decreed  her  f  )r  the  arms  of  such  a  lover,  I, 
who  am  now  the  most  wretched,  should  have 
been  the  most  happy  parent  upon  earth. 

Thus  did  these  new  friends  alternately 
indulge  their  mutual  sorrow,  and  concert 
measures  for  their  future  operations.  Melvil 
earnestly  solicited  the  Castilian  to  favour 
him  with  his  company  to  England,  where, 
in  all  probability,  both  would  enjoy  the 
gloomy  satisfaction  of  •being  revenged  upon 
their  common  betrayer,  Falhorn  :  and,  as  a 
farther  inducement,  he  assured  him,  that  as 
soon  as  he  should  have  accomplished  the 
melancholy  purposes  of  his  voyage,  he  would 
accompany  Don  Diego  to  Spain,  and  employ 
his  whole  interest  and  fortune  in  his  service. 
The  Spaniard,  thunderstruck  at  the  extra- 
vagant generosity  of  this  proposal,  could 
scarce  believe  the  evidence  of  his  own  senses, 
and,  after  some  pause,  replied, — "My  duty 
would  teach  rne  to  obey  any  command  you 
should  think  proper  to  impose  ;  but  here  my 
inclination  and  interest  are  so  agreeably  flat- 
tered, that  I  should  be  equally  ungrateful 
and  unwise,  in  pretending  to  comply  with 
reluct!!  nee." 


This  point  being  .settled,  tiiey  moved  for- 
wards to  .Mons,  as  soon  as  Don  Diego  was  in  a 
condition  to  bear  the  shock  of  such  a  removal ; 
and  there  remaining  until  his  wounds  were 
perfectly  cured,  they  hired  a  post-chaise  for 
Ostend,  embarked  in  a  vessel  at  that  port, 
reached  the  opposite  shore  of  England  after 
a  short  and  i^asy  })assage,  and  arrived  in 
London  without  having  met  with  any  sinistet 
accident  on  the  road. 

As  they  approached  this  capitfil,  Renaldo's 
grief  seemed  to  regurgitate  with  redoubled 
violence.  His  memory  was  waked  to  the 
most  minute  and  painful  exertion  of  its 
faculties ,  his  imagination  teemed  with  the 
most  afllicting  images,  and  his  impatience 
became  so  ardent,  that  never  lover  panted 
more  eagerly  for  the  consummation  of  his 
wishes,  than  Melvil  for  an  oj)portunity  of 
stretching  himself  upon  the  grave  of  the  lost 
Monimia.  The  Castilian  was  astonished,  as 
well  as  alfected  at  the  poignancy  of  his  grief, 
which,  as  a  proof  of  his  susceptibility  and 
virtue,  endeared  him  still  more  to  his  affec- 
tion ;  and  though  his  own  misfortunes  had 
rendered  him  very  unfit  for  the  ofiice  of  a 
comforter,  he  endeavoured,  by  soothing  dis- 
course, to  moderate  the  excess  of  his  friend's 
afEiction. 

Though  it  was  dark  when  they  alighted 
at  the  inn,  Melvil  ordered  a  coach  to  be 
called,  and  being  attended  by  the  Spaniard, 
who  would  not  be  persuaded  to  quit  him  up- 
on such  an  occasion,  he  repaired  to  the  house 
of  the  generous  Jew,  whose  rheum  distilled, 
very  plentifully  at  his  approach.  The  count 
had  already  acquitted  himself  in  point  of 
pecuniary  obligations  to  this  benevolent  He- 
brew ;  and  now,  after  having  made  such  ac- 
knowledgements as  might  be  expected  from 
a  youth  of  his  disposition,  he  begged  to 
know  by  what  channel  he  had  received  that 
letter  which  he  had  been  so  kind  as  to  for- 
ward to  Vienna. 

Joshua,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  contents 
of  that  epistle,  and  saw  the  young  gentleman 
extremely  moved,  would  have  eluded  his  in- 
quiry, by  pretending  he  had  forgot  the  cir- 
cumstance ;  but  when  he  understood  the 
nature  of  the  case,  which  was  not  explained 
without  the  manifestation  of  the  utmost  in- 
quietude, he  heartily  condoled  the  despond- 
ing lover,  telling  him  he  had  in  vain  emj)loyed 
all  his  intelligence  about  that  unfortunate 
beauty,  in  consequence  of  Mclvil's  letter  to 
him  on  that  subject ;  and  then  directed  him 
to  the  house  of  that  physician,  who  had 
brought  the  fatal  billet  which  had  made  him 
miserable. 

No  sooner  did  he  receive  this  information 
than  he  took  his  leave  abruptly,  with  promise 
of  returning  next  day,  and  hied  him  to  the 
lodgings  of  that  gentleman,  whom  he  was 
lucky  enough  to  find  at  home.  Being  favour- 
ed with  a  private  audience, — "  Wiien  I  tell 
you,"  said  he,  "  that  my  name  is  Renaldr 
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Count  de  Melvil,  you  will  know  me  to  be  the 
most  tmfortunato  of  men.  By  that  letter, 
which  you  committed  to  tiiecharjreof  my  wor- 
thy friend  Joshua,  the  fatal  veil  was  removed 
from  my  eyes,  which  had  been  so  long  dark- 
ened by  the  artifices  of  incredible  deceit,  and 
my  own  incurable  misery  fully  presented  to 
my  view.  ]f  you  were  acquainted  with  the 
rmhappy  fair  who  hath  fallen  a  victim  to  my 
mistake,  you  will  iiave  some  idea  of  the  in- 
sufferable pangs  which  1  now  feel  in  recol- 
lecting' her  fate.  If  you  have  compassion 
for  those  pangs,  you  will  not  refuse  to  con- 
duct me  to  the  spot  where  the  dear  remains 
of  Monimia  are  deposited  ;  there  let  me  enjoy 
a  full  banquet  of  woe  ;  there  let  me  feast 
that  worm  of  sorrow  that  preys  upon  my 
heart :  for  such  entertainment  have  1  revisit- 
ed this  (to  me)  ill-omened  isle ;  for  this 
satisfaction  I  intrude  upon  your  condescen- 
-sion  at  these  unseasonable  hours ;  for  to 
such  a  degree  of  impatience  is  my  affliction 
whetted,  that  no  slumber  sliall  assail  mine 
eyelids,  no  peace  reside  within  my  bosom, 
until  1  shall  have  adored  that  earthly  shrine 
where  my  Monimia  lies  !  Yet  would  I  know 
the  circumstances  of  her  fate.  Did  Heaven 
ordain  no  angel  to  minister  to  her  distress? 
WGTO  her  last  moments  comfortless  ]  ah  ! 
was  not  she  abandoned  to  indigence,  to  in- 
sults ;  left  in  the  power  of  that  inhuman 
villain  who  betrayed  us  both  !  Sacred  Hea- 
ven !  why  did  Providence  wink  at  the  triumph 
of  such  consummate  perfidy  !" 

The  physician,  having  listened  with  com- 
placency to  this  effusion,  replied, — "  It  is  my 
profession,  it  is  my  nature  to  svmpathize 
with  the  afflicted.  I  am  a  judge  of  your  feel- 
ings, because  I  know  the  value  of  your  loss. 
[  attended  the  incomparable  Monimia  in  her 
•last  illness,  and  I  am  well  enough  acquainted 
with  her  story,  to  conclude  that  she  fell  a 
•Gacrifice  to  an  unhappy  misunderstanding, 
effected  and  fomented  by  that  traitor  who 
abused  your  mutual  confidence." 

He  then  proceeded  to  inform  him  of  all 
the  particulars  which  we  have  already  re- 
corded, touching  the  destiny  of  the  beauteous 
orphan,  and  concluded  with  telling  him  he 
was  ready  to  yield  him  any  other  satisfaction 
which  it  was  in  his  power  to  grant.  The 
circumstances  of  the  tale  had  put  Renaldo's 
■spirits  into  sucii  commotion,  that  he  could 
utter  nothing  but  interjections  and  uncon- 
nected words.  When  Fathom's  behaviour 
was  described,  he  trembled  with  fierce  agita- 
tion, started  from  his  chair,  pronouncin"-, — 
*'  Monsier  I  hend !  but  we  shall  one  day 
meet." 

When  he  was  made  acquaintol  with  the 
-benevolence  of  the  French  lady,  he  exclaimed, 
-^**  O  heaven-born  cliarity  and  compassion  ! 
sure  that  must  be  some  spirit  of  grace  sent 
hither  to  mitigate  the  tortures  of  life  !  where 
•ehall  I  find  her,  to  offer  up  my  thanks  and 
■adoration  V'     Having  heard  the  conclusion 


of  the  detail,  he  embraced  the  relator,  as  the 
kind  benefactor  of  Monimia,  shed  a  flood  of 
tears  in  his  bosom,  and  pressed  him  to  crown 
the  obligation,  by  conducting  liim  to  the 
solitary  place  where  now  she  rested  from  all 
her  cares. 

The  gentleman,  perceiving  the  transocrtJ 
of  his  grief  were  such  as  could  net  bo  op- 
posed, complied  with  his  request,  attending 
him  in  the  vehicle,  and  directed  the  coach- 
man to  drive  to  a  sequestered  field,  at  some 
distance  from  the  city,  where  stood  the 
church,  within  whose  awful  aisle  this  scene 
was  to  be  acted.  The  sexton  being  sum- 
moned from  his  bed,  produced  the  keys,  in 
consequence  of  a  gratification,  after  the 
physician  had  communed  with  him  apart,  and 
explained  the  intention  of  Renaldo's  visit. 

During  this  pause,  the  soul  of  Melvil  wns 
wound  up  to  the  highest  pilch  of  enthusi.astic 
sorrow.  The  uncommon  darkness  of  the 
night,  the  solemn  silence,  and  lonely  situa- 
tion of  the  place,  conspired  with  the  occasion 
of  his  coining,  and  the  dismal  images  of  iiis 
fancy,  to  produce  a  real  rapture  of  gloomy 
expectation,  which  tlie  whole  world  would 
not  have  persuaded  him  to  disappoint.  The 
clock  struck  twelve,  the  owl  screeched  from 
the  ruined  battlement,  the  door  was  opened 
by  the  sexton,  who,  by  the  light  of  a  glim- 
mering taper,  conducted  the  despairing  lovei 
to  a  dreary  aisle,  and  stamped  upon  the 
ground  with  his  foot,  saying, — '*  Here  the 
young  lady  lies  interred." 

Melvil  no  sooner  received  this  intimation, 
than  falling  on  his  knees,  and  pressing  his 
lips  to  the  hallowed  earth, — "  Peace,"  cried 
ho,  "to  the  gentle  tenant  of  this  silent  habita- 
tion."  Then  turning  to  tlie  bystanders,  with 
a  blood-shot  eye,  said, — "  Leave  me  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  this  occasion  :  my  grief  is 
too  delicate  to  admit  the  company  even  of 
my  friends  :  the  rites  to  be  performed  require 
privacy. — Adieu,  then,  here  must  I  pass  the 
night  alone." 

The  doctor,  alarmed  at  this  declaratioUj 
which  he  was  afraid  imported  some  resolu- 
tion fatal  to  his  own  life,  began  to  repent  of 
having  been  accessory  to  the  visit,  attempted 
to  dissuade  him  from  his  purpose,  and  find 
ing  him  obstinately  determined,  called  in  the 
assistance  of  the  sexton  and  coachman,  and 
solicited  the  aid  of  Don  Dix^go,  to  force 
Renaldo  from  the  execution  of  his  design. 

The  Castilian  knowing  his  friend  was  then 
very  unfit  for  common  altercation,  interposed 
in  the  dispute,  saying, — "  You  need  not  be 
afraid  that  he  will  obey  the  dictates  of  de- 
spair :  his  religion,  his  honour,  will  baffle  such 
temptations  :  he  hath  promised  to  reserve  his 
life  for  the  occasions  of  his  fnend  ;  and  ho 
shall  not  be  disappointed  in  his  present  aim. 
In  order  to  corroborate  this  peremptory  ad- 
dress, which  was  delivered  in  the  French 
language,  he  tmsheathed  his  sword,  and  the 
otlu^rs  retreating  at  siglit  of  his  weapon.—" 
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*  Count,"  said  he,  "  enjoy  your  grief  in  full 
transport :  I  will  screen  yon  from  interrup- 
tion, though  at  the  hazard  of  my  life;  and 
while  you  give  a  loose  to  sorrow  within  that 
ghastly  vault,  I  will  watch  till  morning  in 
the  porcii,  and  meditate  upon  the  ruin  of  my 
own  family  and  peace." 

He  accordingly  prevailed  upon  the  physi- 
ciai;  to  retire,  after  he  had  satisfied  the  sex- 
tun,  and  ordered  the  coachman  to  return  by 
break  of  day. 

Kcnaldo,  thus  loft  alone,  prostrated  hmisclf 
upon  the  grave,  and  i)ourcd  forth  sucii  lamen- 
tations as  would  have  drawn  tears  from  the 
most  savage  hearer.  He  called  aloud  upon 
Monimia's  name, — "Are  these  the  nuptial 
Joys  to  which  our  fate  hath  doomed  us  ?  is 
this  the  fruit  of  those  endearing  hopes,  that 
intercourse  divine,  that  raptured  admiration, 
in  which  so  many  hours  insensibly  elapsed  J 
where  now  are  those  attractions,  to  which  I 
viclded  up  my  captive  heart]  quenched  are 
those  genial  eyes  that  gladdened  each  be- 
holder, and  shone  the  planets  of  my  happi- 
ness and  peace  !  cold  !  cold  and  withered  are 
those  lips  that  swelled  witli  love,  and  tar 
outblushed  the  damask  rose  !  and  ah  !  for 
ever  silenced  is  that  tongue,  whose  eloquence 
had  power  to  lull  the  pangs  of  misery  and 
care  !  no  more  shall  my  attention  be  ravished 
with  the  music  of  tiiat  voice,  which  used  to 
thrill  in  soft  vibrations  to  my  soul  !  O  sainted 
npirit !  O  unspotted  shade  of  her  wiiom  I 
adored ;  of  her  whose  memory  I  shall  still 
revere  with  ever-bleeding  sorrow  and  regret ; 
of  her  whose  image  will  be  the  last  idea  that 
forsakes  this  hapless  bosom  !  now  art  thou 
conscious  of  my  integrity  and  love  ;  now  dost 
thou  behold  the  anguish  that  I  feel.  If  the 
pure  essence  of  thy  nature  will  permit,  wilt 
thou,  ah  !  wilt  thou  indulge  this  wretclied 
youth  v;ith  some  kind  signal  of  thy  notice, 
with  some  token  of  thy  approbation  ]  wilt 
thou  assume  a  medium  of  embodied  air,  in 
semblance  of  that  lovely  form,  which  now 
lies  mouldering  in  this  dreary  tomb,  and  speak 
the  words  of  peace  to  my  distempered  soul  ! 
Return,  Monimia,  appear,  though  but  for  one 
short  moment,  to  my  longing  eyes  !  vouch- 
safe one  smile  !  Renaldo  will  be  satisfied  ; 
Rcnaldo's  heart  will  be  at  rest :  his  grief  no 
more  will  overflow  its  banks,  but  glide  with 
equal  current  to  its  latest  hour  !  Alas  I  these 
are  the  ravings  of  my  delirious  sorrow  !  Mo- 
nimia  hears  not  my  complaints  ;  her  soul, 
FubliiTied  far,  far,  above  all  sublunary  cares, 
enjoys  that  felicity  of  which  she  was  debarred 
on  earth.  In  vain  I  stretch  these  eyes  en- 
vironed with  darkness  undistinguishing  and 
void :  no  object  meets  my  view  ;  no  sound 
salutes  mine  ear,  except  the  noisy  wind  that 
whistles  through  these  vaulted  caves  of 
death." 

In  this  kind  of  exclamation  did  Renaldo 
pass  the  night,  not  without  a  certain  species 
of  wof  1  enjov  'unt,  which  the  soul  is  often 


able  to  conjure  up  from  the  depths  of  distress  ; 
insomuch,  that  when  the  morning  intruded 
on  his  privacy,  he  could  scarce  believe  it  was 
the  light  of  day,  so  fast  had  Heeted  the  mi- 
nutes  of  his  devotion. 

His  heart  being  thus  disburthened,  and  hia 
impatience  gratilied,  he  became  so  calni  and 
composed,  that  Don  Diego  was  equally 
pleased  and  astonished  at  tiie  air  of  serenity 
with  which  he  came  forth,  and  embraced  hitn 
with  warm  acknowledgeuionts  of  his  good- 
ness and  attachment :  Tic  frankly  owned  that 
his  mind  was  now  more  at  ease  than  he  had 
ever  found  it  since  he  first  received  the  fatal 
intimation  of  his  loss  ;  that  a  few  such  feasts 
would  entirely  moderate  the  keen  appetite 
of  his  .sorrow,  which  he  would  afterwards 
feed  with  less  precipitation. 

He  also  imparted  to  the  Castilian  the  plan 
of  a  monument  which  he  had  designed  for 
the  incomparable  Monimia;  and  Don  Diego 
was  so  much  struck  with  the  description,  that 
he  solicited  his  advice  in  projecting  another, 
of  a  different  nature,  to  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  his  own  ill-fated  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, should  he  ever  be  able  to  re-establish 
himself  in  Spain. 


CHAPTER  LXIII. 

He  renews  the  rites  of  sorrow,  and  is  en- 
tranced. 

While  they  amused  themselves  with  this 
sort  of  conversation,  the  physician  returned 
with  the  coach,  and  accompanied  them  back 
to  their  inn,  where  he  left  them  to  their  re- 
pose, after  iiaving  promised  to  call  again  at 
noon,  and  conduct  Renaldo  to  the  house  ot 
Madam  Clement,  the  benefactress  of  Moni- 
mia, to  whom  he  eagerly  desired  to  be  intro- 
duced. 

The  appointment  was  observed  with  all 
imaginable  punctuality  on  both  sides.  Mol- 
vil  had  arrayed  himself  in  a  suit  of  deep 
mourning,  and  he  found  the  good  lady  in  the 
like  habit,  assumed  upon  the  same  occasion  ; 
the  goodness  of  her  heart  was  manifest  in 
her  countenance  :  the  sensibility  of  the  youth 
discovered  itself  in  a  flood  of  tears,  which  he 
shed  at  her  appearance.  His  sensations  were 
too  full  for  utterance  ;  nor  was  she,  for  some 
time,  able  to  give  him  welcome;  while  she 
led  him  by  the  hand  to  a  seat,  the  drops  of 
sympathy  rushed  into  either  eye:  and  at 
length  she  broke  silence,  saying, — "  Count, 
we  must  acquiesce  in  the  dispensations  of 
Providence  ;  and  quiet  the  transports  of  our 
grief,  with  a  full  assurance  that  Monimia  is 
happy." 

This  name  was  the  key  that  unlocked  the 
faculty  of  his  speech. — "  I  must  strive,"  said 
he,  "to  ease  the  anguish  of  my  heart  with 
that  consolation.  But  say,  humane,  benevo- 
lent lady,  to  whose  compassion  and  generosity 
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that  hapless  orphan  was  indebted  for  tlie  last 
peaceful  moment  she  enjoyed  upon  earth  ; 
Bay,  iu  all  your  acquaintance  witii  human 
nature,  in  all  your  intercourse  with  tlie 
daughters  of  men,  in  all  the  exercise  of  your 
clianty  and  beneficence,  did  you  ever  observe 
Bucli  sweetness,  purity,  and  truth :  sucli 
beauty,  sense,  and  perfection,  as  tliat  wliich 
rvas  the  inheritance  of  her  whose  fate  I  shall 
for  ever  deplore  I"  "  She  was,  indeed," 
replied  the  lady,  "  the  best  and  fairest  of  our 
sex." 

Tills  was  the  beginnincr  of  a  conversation 
touching  that  lovely  victim,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  explained  those  wicked  arts  wiiich 
Fathom  practised  to  alienate  his  affections 
from  the  adorable  Monimia ;  and  she  de- 
scribed the  cunning  hints  and  false  insinua- 
tions by  which  tJiat  traitor  had  aspersed  the 
unsuspecting  lover,  and  soiled  his  character 
in  the  opinion  of  the  virtuous  orphan.  The 
intelligence  he  obtained  on  this  occasion 
added  indignation  to  his  grief  The  whole 
mysiery  of  Monimia's  behaviour,  which  he 
could  not  before  explain,  now  stood  disclosed 
before  him  ;  he  sav/  the  gradual  progress  of 
that  infernal  plan  wliicli  had  been  laid  for 
tiieir  mutual  ruin  ;  and  his  soul  was  inflamed 
with  such  desire  of  vengeance,  that  he  would 
have  taken  his  leave  abruptly,  in  order  to  set 
on  foot  an  immediate  inquiry  about  the  per- 
fidious author  of  his  wrongs,  that  he  might 
exterminate  such  a  monster  of  iniquity  from 
the  face  of  tlie  earth,  but  he  was  restrained 
by  Madam  Clement,  who  gave  him  to  under- 
stand, that  Fathom  was  already  overtaken 
by  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  ;  for  she  had 
traced  him  in  all  the  course  of  his  fortune, 
from  his  first  appearance  in  the  medical 
spliere,  to  his  total  eclipse.  She  represented 
the  villain  as  a  wretch  altogether  unworthy 
of  his  attention  ;  she  said,  he  was  so  covered 
with  infamy,  that  no  person  could  enter  the 
lists  against  him,  without  bearing  away  some 
stain  of  dishonour ;  that  lie  was,  at  present, 
peculiarly  protected  by  the  law,  and  slieltered 
from  the  resentment  of  Renaldo,  in  the  cavern 
uf  his  disgrace. 

Melvil,  glowing  with  rage,  replied,  that  he 
.vas  a  venomous  serpent,  which  it  was  incum- 
bent on  every  foot  to  crush  ;  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  man  to  contribute  his  whole 
power  in  freeing  society  from  such  a  perni- 
cious hypocrite  ;  and  that,  if  such  instances 
of  perfidy  and  ingratitude  were  suffered  to 
pass  with  impunity,  virtue  and  plain  dealing 
would  soon  be  expelled  from  the  habitations 
of  men. — "Over  and  above  the  motives," 
said  he,  "  I  own  myself  so  vitiated  with  the 
alloy  of  human  passion  and  infirmity,  that  I 
desire — I  eagerly  pant  for  an  occasion  of 
meeting  him  hand  to  hand,  where  I  may 
upbraid  liim  with  his  treachery,  and  shower 
down  vengeance  and  destruction  on  his  per- 
■iilious  head." 

Then  he  recounted  the  anecdotes  of  our 


adventurer  which  he  had  .'earned  in  Germany 
and  Flanders,  and  concluded  with  declaring 
his  unalterable  resolution  of  releasing  jiim 
from  jail,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  sacrificing  iiim  with  his  own  ha;nd  to  the 
manes  of  Monimia.  The  discreet  lady,  per- 
ceiving the  perturbation  of  his  mind,  would 
not  further  combat  the  impetuosity  of  his 
passion  ;  contenting  herself  with  exacting  a 
promise,  that  he  would  not  execute  his  pur- 
pose until  he  should  have  deliberated  three 
days  upon  the  consequences  by  which  a  step 
of  that  kind  might  be  attended  ;  before  the 
expiration  of  that  term,  she  thought  measures 
might  be  taken  to  prevent  the  young  gentle- 
man from  exposing  his  life  or  reputation  to 
unnecessary  hazard. 

Having  complied  with  her  request  in  this 
particular,  he  took  his  leave,  after  he  had,  by 
repeated  entreaties,  prevailed  upon  her  to 
accept  a  jewel,  in  token  of  his  veneration  for 
the  kind  benefactress  of  his  deceased  Moni- 
mia ;  nor  could  his  generous  heart  be  satis- 
fied, until  he  had  forced  a  considerable  present 
on  the  humane  physician  who  had  attended 
her  in  her  last  moments,  and  now  discovered 
a  particular  sympathy  and  concern  for  her 
desponding  lover.  Tliis  gentleman  attended 
him  to  the  house  of  the  benevolent  Joshua, 
where  they  dined,  and  where  Don  Diego  was 
recommended,  in  the  most  fervid  terms  of 
friendship,  to  the  good  oftices  of  their  host. 
Not  that  this  duty  was  performed  m  presence 
of  the  stranger — Ren  aide's  delicacy  would 
not  expose  his  friend  to  such  a  situation; 
while  the  physician,  before  dinner,  enter- 
tained that  stranger  in  one  apartment,  Melvil 
withdrew  into  another  with  the  Jew,  to  whom 
he  disclosed  the  affair  of  the  Castilian,  with 
certain  circumstances,  which  shall  in  due 
time  be  revealed. 

Joshua's  curiosity  being  v/hetted  by  this 
information,  he  could  not  help  eyeing  the 
Spaniard  at  table  with  such  a  particular  stare, 
that  Don  Diego  perceived  his  attention,  and 
took  umbrage  at  the  freedom  of  his  regard. 
Being  unable  to  conceal  his  displeasure,  he 
addressed  himself  to  the  Hebrew  with  great 
solemnity,  in  the  Spanish  tongue,  saying, — 
"  Signior,  is  there  any  singularity  in  my 
appearance  !  or,  do  you  recollect  the  features 
of  Don  Diego  de  Zelos  ]" 

"Signior  Don  Diego,"  replied  the  other, 
in  pure  Castilian,  "  I  crave  your  pardon  for 
the  rudeness  of  my  curiosity,  which  prompted 
me  to  survey  a  nobleman  whose  character  I 
revere,  and  to  whose  misfortunes  I  am  no 
stranger:  indeed,  were  curiosity  alone  con- 
cerned, I  should  be  without  excuse ;  but  as  I 
am  heartily  inclined  to  serve  you,  as  far  as 
my  weak  abilities  extend,  I  hope  your  gene- 
rosity will  not  impute  any  little  involuntary 
trespass  of  punctilio  to  my  want  of  cordiality 
or  esteem." 

The  Spaniard  was  not  only  appeased  b) 
this  apology,  but  also  affected  with  the  com 


I 


adventurp:s  of  Ferdinand  count  fathom. 


519 


plimejit,  and  the  langiia^fe  in  wliich  it  was 
conveyed.  He  tliankeii  tlic  Jew  for  his  kind 
declara.  ion,  entreated  him  to  bear  witli  the 
peevishness  of  a  disposition  sore  witli  tlic 
galling  iiand  of  atUiction  :  and,  turning  up 
his  eyes  to  Heaven, — "  Were  it  possible," 
cried  he,  "  for  fate  to  reconcile  contradic- 
tions, and  recall  the  irremediable  current  of 
events,  1  would  now  believe,  that  there  was 
happiness  still  in  reserve  tor  the  forlorn  Zelos, 
no\«-'  that  I  tread  the  land  of  freedom  and 
humanity,  now  that  I  find  myself  befriended 
by  the  most  generous  of  men.  Alas  !  I  ask 
not  happiness  !  If,  by  the  kind  endeavours 
of  the  gallant  Count  dc  Alelvil,  to  whom  I 
am  already  indebted  for  my  life,  and  by  the 
eftbrts  of  his  friends,  the  honour  of  my  name 
shall  be  purified  and  cleared  from  the  poison- 
ous stains  of  malice  by  which  it  is  at  present 
spotted,  I  shall  then  enjoy  all  that  satisfaction 
which  destiny  can  bestow  upon  a  wretch 
whose  woes  are  incurable." 

Renaldo  comforted  him  with  the  assurance 
of  his  being  on  the  eve  of  triumphing  over 
i.is  adversaries  ;  and  Josiiua  confirmed  the 
consolation,  by  giving  him  to  understand, 
tliat  he  had  correspondents  in  Spain  of  some 
intluence  in  the  state ;  that  he  had  already 
written  to  them  on  the  subject  of  Don  Diego, 
m  consequence  of  a  letter  which  he  hacQ-e- 
ceived  from  Melvil  while  he  tarried  at  Mons, 
and  that  he,  every  post,  expected  a  favoura- 
ble answer  on  that  subject. 

After  dinner,  the  physician  took  his  leave, 
though  not  before  he  had  promised  to  meet 
Renaldo  at  night,  and  accompany  him  in  the 
repetition  of  his  midnight  visit  to  Monimia's 
tomb ;  for  this  pilgrimage  the  unfortunate 
yontn  resolved  nightly  to  perform  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  residence  in  England :  it 
was  indeed  a  sort  of  pleasure,  the  prospect 
of  which  enabled  him  to  bear  the  toil  of  liv- 
ing through  the  day,  though  his  patience  was 
almost  quite  exhausted  before  the  hour  of 
assignation  arrived. 

When  the  doctor  appeared  with  the  coach, 
he  leaped  into  it  with  great  eagerness,  after 
he  had,  with  much  difficulty,  prevailed  with 
Don  Diego  to  stay  at  home,  on  account  of 
his  healtli,  which  was  not  yet  perfectly  esta- 
blished. The  Castilian,  however,  would  not 
comply  with  his  request,  until  he  had  obtained 
the  count's  promise  that  he  should  bo  per- 
mitted to  accompany  him  next  night,  and 
take  that  duty  alternately  with  the  physician. 

About  midnight  tliey  reached  the  place, 
vAliere  they  found  the  sexton  in  waiting,  ac- 
cording to  the  orders  he  had  received ;  the 
door  was  opened,  the  mourner  conducted  to 
the  tomb,  and  left,  as  before,  to  the  gloom 
of  his  own  meditations.  Again  he  laid  him- 
self on  the  cold  ground ;  again  he  renewed 
his  lamentable  strain  ;  his  imagination  began 
to  bo  heated  into  an  ecstasy  of  enthusiasm, 
during  which  he  again  fervently  invoked  the 
spiut  of  liis  decensed  Monimia. 


In  the  midst  of  these  invocations,  his  oar 
was  suddenly  invaded  with  the  sound  of  some 
few  solemn  notes  issuing  from  the  organ, 
which  seemed  to  feel  the  impulse  of  an  in- 
visible hand. 

At  this  awful  salutation,  Melvil  was  roused 
to  the  keenest  sense  of  surprise  and  atten- 
tion :  reason  shrunk  before  the  throngniJif 
ideas  of  his  fancy,  which  represented  this 
music  as  the  prelude  to  something  strange 
and  supernatural ;  and  while  he  waited  for 
the  sequel,  the  place  was  suddenly  illumi- 
nated, and  each  surrounding  object  brought 
under  the  cognizance  of  his  eye. 

What  passed  within  his  mind  on  this  occa- 
sion is  not  easy  to  be  described :  all  hi.s 
faculties  were  swallowed  up  by  those  of  see- 
ing and  of  hearing ;  he  had  mechanically 
raised  himself  upon  one  knee,  with  his  body 
advancing  forwards  :  and  in  this  attitude  he 
gazed  with  a  look  through  which  his  soul 
seemed  eager  to  escape.  To  his  view,  thus 
strained  upon  vacant  space,  in  a  few  minutes 
appeared  the  figure  of  a  woman  arrayed  in 
white,  with  a  veil  that  covered  her  face,  and 
flowed  down  upon  her  back  and  shoulders  : 
the  phantom  approached  him  v/ith  an  easy 
step,  and,  lifting  up  her  veil,  discovered  (be- 
lieve it,  O  reader !)  the  individual  counte- 
nance  of  Monimia. 

At  sight  of  these  well-known  features, 
seemingly  improved  with  new  celestial  graces, 
the  youth  became  a  statue,  expressing  amaze- 
ment, love,  and  awfiil  adoration.  He  saw 
the  apparition  smile  with  meek  benevolence, 
divine  compassion,  warmed  and  intendered 
by  that  fond  pure  flome  which  death  could 
not  extinguish.  He  heard  the  voice  of  his 
Monimia  call  Renaldo  !  thrice  he  essayed  to 
answer;  as  otl  his  tongue  denied  its  office; 
his  hair  stood  upright,  and  a  cold  vapour 
seemed  to  thrill  through  every  nerve.  This 
was  not  fear,  but  the  infirmity  of  human  na- 
ture, oppressed  by  the  presence  of  a  superior 
being. 

At  length  his  agony  was  overcome :  he 
recollected  all  his  resolution,  and,  in  a  strain 
of  awe-struck  rapture,  thus  addressed  the 
heavenly  visitant. — "  Hast  thou  then  heard, 
pure  spirit !  the  wailings  of  my  grief!  hasi 
tiiou  descended  from  the  realms  of  bliss,  in 
pity  to  my  woe  1  and  art  thou  come  to  speak 
the  words  of  peace  to  my  desponding  soul "? 
to  bid  the  wretched  smile,  to  lift  the  load  of 
misery  and  care  from  the  afilicted  breast ;  to 
fill  thy  lover's  heart  with  joy  and  pleasing 
hope,  was  still  the  darling  task  of  my  Moni- 
mia, ere  yet  refined  to  that  perfection  which 
mortality  can  never  attain:  no  wonder,  then, 
blessed  shade,  that  now,  when  reunited  to 
thy  native  heaven,  thou  art  still  kind,  propi- 
tious, and  beneficent  to  us,  who  groan  in  this 
inhospitable  vale  of  sorrow  thou  hast  left. 
Tell  me,  ah  !  tell  me,  dost  thou  still  remember 
those  fond  hours  we  passed  together  ]  Doth 
that  enlightened  bosom  feel  a  pang  of  soi* 
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regret,  wlien  thou  recallest  our  fatal  separa- 
tion 1  Sure  that  meekcned  glance  bespeaks 
thy  sympathy  !  All !  how  tiiy  tender  look 
o'erpowers  ine  !  Sacred  heaven  !  the  pearly 
drops  of  pity  trickle  down  thy  cheeks  !  Such 
are  the  tears  that  angels  shed  o'er  man's  dis- 
tress !  Turn  not  away — thou  beckonest  me 
to  follow  :  yes,  I  will  follow  thee,  ethereal 
spirit,  as  far  as  these  weak  limbs,  encum- 
bered with  mortality,  will  bear  my  weight ; 
and,  would  to  heaven  1  I  could  with  ease  put 
oti"  these  vile  corporeal  shackles,  and  attend 
thy  flight." 

So  saying,  he  started  from  the  ground  ; 
and,  in  a  transport  of  eager  expectation,  at 
awful  distance,  traced  the  footsteps  of  the 
apparition,  which,  entering  a  detached  apart- 
ment, sunk  down  upon  a  chair,  and  with  a 
sigh  exclaimed, — "  Indeed,  this  is  too  much !" 
What  was  the  disorder  of  Renaldo's  mind, 
when  he  perceived  this  phenomenon !  Before 
reflection  could  perform  its  office,  moved  by 
a  sudden  impulse,  he  sprung  forwards,  cry- 
ing,— "  If  it  be  death  to  touch  thee,  let  me 
die  1"  and  caught  in  his  arms,  not  the  shadow, 
but  the  warm  substance  of  the  all-accom- 
plished Monimia. — "  Mysterious  powers  of 
Providence  !  this  is  no  phantom  :  this  is  no 
shade  !  this  is  the  life  !  the  panting  bosom  of 
her  whom  I  have  so  long,  so  bitterly  deplored ! 
I  fold  her  in  my  arms  !  I  press  her  glowing 
breast  to  mine  !  I  see  her  blush  with  virtuous 
pleasure  and  ingenuous  love !  she  smiles 
upon  me  with  enchanting  tenderness  !  O  let 
me  gaze  on  that  transcendent  beauty,  which, 
the  more  I  view  it,  ravishes  the  more  !  These 
charms  are  too  intense  !  I  sicken  while  I 
gaze  !  Merciful  Heaven  !  is  not  this  a  mere 
illusion  of  the  brain  1  was  she  not  fled  for 
ever  1  had  not  the  cold  hand  of  death  divorced 
her  from  my  hope  ?  This  must  be  some  flat- 
tering vision  of  my  distempered  fancy  !  per- 
haps some  soothing  dream — if  such  it  be, 
grant,  O  ye  heavenly  powers  !  that  I  may 
never  wake." 

"  O  gentle  youth  !*'  replied  the  beauteous 
orphan  (still  clasped  in  his  embrace),  "  what 
jov  now  fills  the  bosom  of  Monimia^  at  this 
triumph  of  thy  virtue  and  thy  love  1  when  I 
see  these  transports  of  thy  affection,  when 
I  find  thee  restored  to  that  place  in  my  esteem 
and  admiration,  which  thou  hadst  lost  by  the 
arts  of  calumny  and  malice — this  is  a  meeting 
which  my  most  sanguine  hopes  durst  not 
uresage  !" 

So  entirely  were  the  faculties  of  Renaldo 
engrossed  in  the  contemplation  of  his  restored 
Monimia,  that  he  saw  not  the  rest  of  the 
company,  who  wept  with  transport  over  this 
affecting  scene  ;  he  was  therefore  amazed  at 
the  interposition  of  Madam  Clement,  who, 
while  the  shower  of  sympathetic  pleasure 
bedewed  her  cheeks,  congratulated  the  lovers 
upon  this  happy  event,  crying, — "These  are 
.he  joys  wliich  virtue  culls  her  own."  They 
a'tjo  received  the  compliments  of  a  reverend 


clergyman,  who  told  Monimia,  she  had  reaped 
at  last  the  fruits  of  that  pious  resignation  to 
the  will  of  Heaven,  which  she  had  so  devoutly 
practised  during-  the  term  of  her  alHicticn  : 
and,  lastly,  they  were  accosted  by  the  physi- 
cian, who  wa.s  not  quite  so  hackneyed  in  the 
ways  of  death,  or  so  callous  to  the  finer  sen- 
sations of  tiio  soul,  but  that  he  blubbered 
plentifully,  while  he  petitioned  Heaven  in 
behalf  of  such  an  accomplished  and  deserving 
pair. 

Monimia,  taking  Madam  Clensent  by  tiie 
hand, — "  Whatever  joy,"  said  she,  "  Renaldo 
derives  from  this  occasion,  is  owing  to  the 
bounty,  the  compassion,  and  maternal  care 
of  this  incomparable  lady,  together  with  the 
kind  admonitions  and  humanity  of  those  two 
worthy  gentlemen." 

Melvil,  whose  passions  were  still  in  agita- 
tion, and  whose  mind  could  not  yet  digest 
the  incidents  that  occurred,  embrace^d  them 
all  by  turns  ;  but,  like  the  faithful  needle, 
which,  though  shaken  for  an  instant  from  its 
poise,  immediately  regains  its  true  direction, 
and  points  invariably  to  the  pole,  he  soon 
returned  to  his  Monimia  ;  again  he  held  her 
in  his  arms,  again  he  drank  enchantment 
from  her  eyes,  and  thus  poured  forth  the 
effusions  of  his  soul. — "  Can  I  then  trust  the 
evidence  of  sense  !  and  art  thou  really  to  my 
wish  restored?  Never,  O  never  did  tiiy 
beauty  shine  with  such  bewitching  grace,  a? 
that  which  now  confounds  and  captivates  my 
view !  sure  there  is  something  more  than 
mortal  in  thy  looks  1  Where  hast  thou  lived  ? 
where  borrowed  this  perfection?  whence  an 
thou  now  descended  1  Oh  !  I  am  all  amaze- 
ment, joy,  and  fear  1  thou  wilt  not  leave  me  ; 
no  !  we  must  not  part  again  :  by  this  warm 
kiss  !  a  thousand  times  more  sweet  than  ali 
the  fragrance  of  the  east !  we  never  more 
will  part.  O  I  this  is  rapture,  ecstasy,  and 
what  no  language  can  explain  !" 

In  the  midst  of  these  ejaculations,  he  rav- 
ished a  banquet  from  her  glowing  lips,  that 
kindled  in  his  heart  a  flame  which  rushed 
through  every  vein,  and  g-lided  to  his  mar- 
row. This  was  a  privilege  lie  liad  nevei 
claimed  before,  and  now  permitted  as  a  re- 
compense for  all  the  penance  he  had  suffered  ; 
nevertheles.";,  the  cheeks  of  Monimia,  who 
was  altogether  unaccustomed  to  such  famili- 
arities, underwent  a  total  suffusion ;  and 
Madam  Clement  discreetly  relieved  her  from 
the  anxiety  of  her  situation,  by  interfering 
in  the  discourse,  and  rallying  the  count  upon 
his  endeavours  to  monopolize  such  a  4n-anch 
of  happiness. 

"O  my  dear  lady  !"  replied  Renaldo,  who 
by  this  time  had  in  some  measure  recovered 
his  recollection,  "  f^)rgive  the  wild  transports 
of  a  fond  lover,  who  hatli  so  unexpectedly 
retrieved  the  jewel  of  his  soul !  Yet,  far  from 
wishing  to  hoard  up  his  treasure,  lie  means 
to  communicate  and  diffuse  his  happiness  to 
all  his  friends.     O  mv  Monimia  !  Wow  wii' 
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Jie  |)leasiire  of  tins  hour  be  p;opagated  !  As 
yet  tlioii  kiiowest  not  all  tli'i  bliss  that  is 
reserved  tor  thy  enjoyment !  iMeanwhile,  I 
long  to  learn,  by  wiiat  contrivance  this 
happy  interview  hath  been  cHected  :  still  am 
I  iijnorant  how  1  was  transported  into  this 
apartment,  from  the  lonely  vault  in  which  I 
raourued  over  my  supposed  misfortune  I" 


CHAPTER  LXIV 

The  mystery  unfolded.  Another  recogni- 
tion, which  it  is  to  he  hoped  the  reader 
could  not  foresee. 

TiiK  French  lady  then  explained  the  whole 
mystery  of  Monimia's  death,  as  a  stratagem 
she  had  concerted  witii  the  clergyman  and 
doctor,  in  order  to  defeat  the  pernicious 
designs  of  Fatliom,  who  seemed  determined 
to  support  his  false  pretensions  by  dint  of 
perjurv  and  fraud,  which  they  would  have 
found  it  very  dilRcult  to  elude.  She  observ- 
ed, that  the  piiysician  had  actually  despaired 
of  Monimia's  life,  and  it  was  not  till  after 
she  herself  was  made  acquainted  with  the 
prognostic,  that  she  wrote  the  letter  to  Ro- 
naldo,  which  she  committed  to  the  care  of 
Madam  Clement,  with  an  earnest  entreaty 
lliat  it  should  not  be  sent  till  after  her  de- 
cease ;  but  that  lady,  believing  the  count 
had  been  certainly  abused  by  his  treacherous 
confidant,  dispatciied  the  billet  without  the 
knowledge  of  Monimia,  whose  health  was 
restored  by  the  indefatigable  care  of  the 
physician,  and  the  sage  exhortations  of  the 
clergj'man,  by  which  she  was  reconciled  to 
life.  In  a  word,  the  villainy  of  Fathom  had 
inspired  her  with  some  faint  hope,  that  Re- 
naldo  might  still  be  innocent ;  and  that  no- 
tion contributed  not  a  little  to  her  cure. 

The  letter  having  so  effectually  answered 
their  warmest  hopes,  in  bringing  back  Re- 
naldo,  such  a  pattern  of  constancy  and  love, 
the  confederates,  in  consequence  of  liis  en- 
thusiastic sorrow,  had  planned  this  meeting, 
as  the  most  interesting  way  of  restoring  two 
virtuous  lovers  to  the  arms  of  each  other; 
for  which  purpose  the  good  clergyman  had 
pitched  upon  his  own  church,  and  indulged 
them  with  the  use  of  the  vestry,  in  which 
they  now  were  presented  with  a  small  but 
e.egant  collation. 

Mclvil  heard  this  succinct  detail  witli 
equal  joy  and  admiration  :  he  poured  forth 
the  dictates  of  liis  gratitude  to  the  preservers 
of  his  happiness.  "This  church,"  said  he, 
"  shall  henceforth  possess  a  double  share  of 
my  veneration  ;  this  holy  man  will,  I  hope, 
frnish  the  charitable  work  lie  has  begun,  by 
.ying  those  bands  of  our  happines.s,  which 
nought  but  death  shall  have  power  to  unbind." 
Then  turnmg  to  that  object  which  was  the 
•tar  of  his  regard, — "Do  I  not  overrate," 
•aid  he,  "  my  'ntcrcst  \%tth  the  fair  MonimiaV 
3(i 


Slie  made  no  verbal  reply,  but  answered  bv 
an  emphatic  glance,  more  eloquent  t.ian  all 
the  power  of  rhetoric  and  speech.  This 
language,  which  is  universal  in  the  world  of 
love,  lie  perli.'clly  well  understood,  and,  in 
token  of  that  faculty,  sealed  the  assent  which 
she  had  smiled,  with  a  kiss  imprinted  on  her 
polished  forehead. 

In  order  to  dissipate  these  interesting  ideas, 
which,  by  being  too  long  indulged,  miglit 
have  endangered  his  reason,  Madam  Clement 
entreated  him  to  entertain  the  company  with 
a  detail  of  what  had  liappened  to  him  in  hiu 
last  journey  to  the  empire ;  and  Woniinia 
expressed  a  desire  of  knowing,  in  particular, 
the  issue  of  liis  contest  with  Count  Trebasi, 
who,  she  knew,  had  usurped  the  succession 
of  his  father. 

Tiius  solicited,  he  could  not  refuse  to  gra- 
tify  their  curiosity  and  concern  :  he  explained 
his  obligations  to  the  benevolent  Jew  ;  re- 
lated the  steps  he  had  taken  at  Vienna  for 
the  recovery  of  his  inheritance ;  informeil 
them  of  his  happy  rencounter  with  his  father- 
in-law  ;  of  his  sister's  deliverance  and  mar- 
riage ;  of  the  danger  into  which  his  life  had 
been  precipitated  by  the  news  of  Monimia's 
death  ;  and,  lastly,  of  liis  adventure  with  the 
banditti,  in  favour  of  a  gentleman,  who,  lie 
afterwards  understood,  had  been  robbed  in 
the  most  base  and  barbarous  manner  by  Fa- 
thom, lie  likewise,  to  the  astonishment  of 
all  present,  and  of  his  mistress  in  particular, 
communicated  some  circumstances,  which 
shall  appear  in  due  season. 

Mon  imia's  tender  frame  being  quite  fatigued 
with  the  scene  she  had  acted,  and  her  mind 
overwhelmed  with  the  prosperous  tidings  she 
had  heard,  after  having  joined  the  congratu- 
lations of  the  company  on  the  good  fortune 
of  lier  Renaldo,  begged  leave  to  retire,  that 
she  might  by  repose  recruit  her  exhausted 
spirits  ;  and  the  night  being  pretty  far  spent, 
she  was  conducted  by  her  lover  to  Madam 
Clement's  coach,  that  stood  in  waiting,  in 
which  also  the  rest  of  the  company  made 
shitlto  embark,  and  were  carried  to  the  hou.se 
of  that  good  lady,  where,  after  they  were 
invited  to  dine,  and  Mclvil  entreated  to  bring 
Don  Diego  and  the  Jew  along  with  him, 
they  took  leave  of  one  another,  and  retired 
to  their  resjjective  lodgings,  in  a  transport 
of  joy  and  satisfaction. 

As  for  Renaldo,  his  rapture  was  still  mixed 
with  apprehension,  that  all  he  had  seen  and 
heard  was  no  more  than  an  unsubstantial 
vision,  raised  by  some  gay  delirium  of  a  dis 
ordered  imagination.  While  his  breast  un 
derwcnt  those  violent,  though  blissful,  emo- 
tions of  joy  and  admiration,  liis  friend,  the 
Castilian,  spent  the  night  in  ruminating  over 
his  own  calamities,  and  in  a  serious  and 
severe  review  of  his  own  conduct.  He  com- 
pared his  own  behaviour  with  that  of  the 
young  Hungarian,  and  found  himself  so  light 
in  the  scale,  that  he  smote  his  breast  witli 
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violence,    exclaiming,  in   an   agony   of  re- 
morse— 

♦'  Count  Melvil  has  reason  to  grieve  ;  Don 
J)iego  to  despair :  his  misfortunes  flow  from 
the  villainy  of  mankind ;  mine  are  tlie  fruit 
of  my  own  madness  :  he  laments  the  loss  of 
a  mistress,  who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  perfidi- 
ous arts  of  a  crafty  traitor  :  she  was  beautiful, 
tfirtuous,  accomplished,  and  afTcctionate  ;  he 
was  fraught  with  sensibility  and  love.  Doubt- 
less his  lieart  must  have  deeply  suffered  ;  his 
behaviour  denotes  the  keenness  of  his  v/oe  ; 
his  eyes  are  overflowing  fountains  of  tears  ; 
his  bosom  the  habitation  of  sighs  ;  five  hun- 
dred leagues  hath  he  measured  in  a  pilgrimage 
to  her  tomb  ;  niglitly  he  visits  the  dreary 
vault  where  she  now  lies  at  rest ;  her  solitary 
grave  is  his  couch  ;  he  converses  with  dark- 
ness and  the  dead,  until  each  lonely  aisle 
re-echoes  his  distress.  What  would  be  his 
penance  had  he  my  cause  !  were  he  conscious 
of  having  murdered  a  beloved  wife  and  dar- 
ling daughter  !  Ah  wretch  !  ah  cruel  homi- 
cide ! — what  had  those  dear  victims  done  to 
merit  such  a  fate"?  Were  they  not  ever 
gentle  and  obedient,  ever  aiming  to  give  thee 
satisfaction  and  delight?  Say  that  Serafina 
v/as  enamoured  of  a  peasant,  say  that  she 
had  degenerated  from  the  honour  of  her  race ; 
Ihe  inclinations  are  involuntary ;  perhaps 
that  stranger  was  her  equal  in  pedigree  and 
worth.  Had  they  been  fairly  questioned, 
they  might  have  justified,  at  least  excused, 
that  conduct  which  appeared  so  criminal ;  or 
had  they  owned  the  offence,  and  supplicated 
pardon — Oh  barbarous  monster  that  I  am  I 
was  all  the  husband — was  all  the  father, 
extinguished  in  my  heart :  How  shall  my 
own  errors  be  forgiven,  if  I  refused  to  pardon 
the  frailties  of  my  own  blood — of  those  who 
are  most  dear  to  my  affection  1  Yet  nature 
pleaded  strongly  in  their  behalf! — My  heart 
was  bursting  while  I  dismissed  them  to  the 
shades  of  death.  I  v/as  maddened  with  re- 
venge !  I  was  guided  by  tJiat  savage  princi- 
ple which  falsely  we  call  honour.  Accursed 
phantom  !  that  assumes  the  specious  title, 
and  misleads  our  wretched  nation !  Is  it 
then  honourable  to  skulk  like  an  assassin, 
and  plunge  the  secret  dagger  in  the  heart  of 
Bome  unhappy  man,  v/ho  hath  incurred  my 
groundless  jealousy  or  suspicion,  without 
indulging  him  with  that  opporttmity  which 
the  worst  criminal  enjoys  1  Or  is  it  honour- 
able to  poison  two  defenceless  women,  a 
tender  wife,  an  amiable  daughter,  whom  even 
a  frown  would  almost  have  ciestroyed  1  O  ! 
this  is  cowardice,  brutality,  hell-born  fury 
and  revenge !  Heaven  hath  not  mercy  to 
forgive  such  execrable  guilt.  Who  gave 
thee  power,  abandoned  ruffian  !  over  the  lives 
of  those  whom  God  hath  stationed  as  thy 
fellows  of  probation  ; — over  those  whom  he 
had  sent  to  comfort  and  assist  thee ;  to  sweeten 
all  thy  cares,  and  smooth  the  rrogh  uneven 
paths  of  life]     O  I  I  am  doomed  to  never- 


ceasing  horror  and  remorse  !  If  misery  can 
atone  for  such  enormous  guilt,  I  have  felt  it 
in  the  extreme  :  like  an  undying  vulture  it 
preys  upon  my  heart ; — to  sorrow  I  am 
wedded  ;  I  hug  that  teeming  consort  to  my 
soul : — never,  ah  !  never  shall  we  part ;  for, 
soon  as  my  fame  shall  shine  unclouded  bv 
the  charge  of  treason  that  now  hangs  over  it, 
I  will  devote  myself  to  penitence  and  woe. 
A  cold  damp  pavement  shall  be  my  bed,  mv 
raiment  shall  be  sackcloth,  the  fields  shal! 
furnish  herbage  for  my  food,  the  stream  shall 
quench  my  thirst,  the  minutes  shall  be  num- 
bered by  my  groans,  the  night  be  privy  to 
my  strains  of  sorrow,  till  Heaven,  in  pity  to 
my  sufferings,  release  mo  from  the  penance 
I  endure.  Perhaps  the  saints  whom  I  have 
murdered  will  intercede  for  my  remission." 

Such  was  the  exercise  of  grief,  in  which 
the  hapless  Castilian  consumed  the  night ; 
he  had  not  yet  consigned  himself  to  re.st, 
when  Renaldo,  entering  his  chamber,  dis- 
played such  a  gleam  of  wildness  and  rapture 
in  his  countenance,  as  overwhelmed  him  with 
amazement ;  for,  till  that  moment,  he  had 
never  seen  his  visage  unobscured  with  woe. — 
'*  Pardon  this  abrupt  mtrusicn,  my  friend," 
cried  Melvil,  "  I  could  no  longer  withhold 
from  your  participation,  the  great,  the  unex- 
pected turn,  which  hath  this  night  dispelled 
all  my  sorrows,  and  restored  me  to  the  frui- 
tion of  ineffable  joy.  Monimia  lives! — the 
fair,  the  tender,  the  virtuous  Monimia  lives, 
and  smiles  upon  my  vows  !  this  night  I  re- 
trieved her  from  the  grave.  I  held  her  in 
these  arms  ;  I  pressed  her  warm  delicioua 
lips  to  mine  !  O  !  I  am  giddy  with  intolera- 
ble pleasure." 

Don  Diego  was  confounded  at  this  decla- 
ration, which  he  considered  as  the  effect  of 
a  disordered  brain.  He  never  doubted  that 
Renaldo's  grief  had  at  length  overpowered 
his  reason,  and  that  his  words  were  the  effect 
of  mere  frenzy.  While  he  mused  on  thia 
melancholy  subject,  the  count  composed  his 
features,  and,  in  a  succinct  and  well-con- 
nected detail,  explained  the  whole  mysterj* 
of  his  happiness,  to  the  inexpressible  aston- 
ishment of  the  Spaniard,  who  shed  tears  of 
satisfaction  ;  and  straining  the  Hungarian  to 
his  breast, — "  O  my  son  !"  said  he,  "  you  see 
what  recompense  Heaven  hath  in  store  for 
those  who  pursue  the  paths  of  real  virtue ; 
those  paths  from  which  I  myself  have  been 
fatally  misled  by  a  faithless  vapour,  which 
hath  seduced  my  steps,  and  left  me  darkling 
in  the  abvss  of  wretchedness.  Such  as  you 
describe  this  happy  fair,  was  once  my  Serafina, 
rich  in  every  grace  of  mind  and  body  which 
nature  could  bestow.  Had  it  pleased  Heaven 
to  bless  her  with  a  lover  like  Renaldo  ! — but 
no  more,  the  irrevocable  shaft  is  fled  :  I  will 
not  taint  your  enjoyment  with  my  unavailing 
sighs  !" 

Melvil  assured  this  disconsolate  fatlfer, 
that  no  pleasure,  no  avocation,  should  evei 
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Eo  entirely  engross  his  mind,  but  that  lie 
tihould  still  find  an  hour  for  sympatiiy  and 
friendship,  lie  coniniunicated  the  invitation 
of  Madam  Clement,  and  insisted  upon  his 
compliance,  tiiat  lie  min;ht  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeiui^  and  approving'  the  object  of 
his  j)assion.  "I  can  refuse  nothing-  to  the 
request  of  Count  de  Melvil,"  replied  the 
Spaniard,  "  and  it  were  ungrateful  in  me  to 
decline  the  honour  you  propose.  I  own  my- 
self inflamed  with  a  desire  of  beholding  a 
young  lady,  wliose  perfections  I  have  seen 
rcilected  in  your  sorrow  ;  my  curiosity  is, 
moreover,  interested  on  account  of  that  hu- 
mane gentlewoman,  w^hose  uncommon  gene- 
rosity sheltered  such  virtue  in  distress  ;  but 
my  disposition  is  infectious,  and  will,  I  am 
afraid,  hang  like  a  damp  upon  the  general 
festivity  of  your  friends." 

Melvil  would  take  no  denial,  and  having 
obtained  his  consent,  repaired  to  the  house 
of  Joshua,  whose  countenance  seemed  to 
imbend  gradually  into  a  total  expression  of 
joy  and  surprise,  as  he  learned  the  circum- 
stances of  tliis  amazing  event :  he  faitiifully 
promised  to  attend  the  count  at  the  appointed 
hour,  and,  in  the  meantime,  earnestly  exhorted 
him  to  take  some  repose,  in  order  to  quiet 
the  agitation  of  his  spirits,  which  must  have 
been  violently  hurried  on  tliis  occasion.  The 
advice  was  salutary,  and  Renaldo  resolved 
to  follow  it. 

He  returned  to  his  lodgings,  and  laid  him- 
seif  down  ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  fatigue 
he  had  undergone,  sleep  refused  to  visit  his 
eyelids,  all  his  faculties  being  kept  in  motion 
by  the  ideas  that  crowded  so  fast  upon  his 
imagination  :  nevertheless,  though  his  mind 
continued  in  agitation,  his  body  was  refreshed, 
and  he  arose  in  the  forenoon  with  more 
serenity  and  vigour  than  he  had  enjoyed  for 
many  months.  Every  moment  his  heart 
throbbed  with  new  rapture,  when  he  found 
himself  on  tlie  brink  of  possessing  all  that  iiis 
soul  held  dear  and  amiable  ;  he  put  on  his 
gayest  looks  and  apparel ;  insisted  upon  the 
Castilian's  doing  the  same  honour  to  the 
occasion ;  and  the  alteration  of  dress  pro- 
duced such  an  advantageous  change  in  the 
apnearance  of  Don  Diego,  that  when  Joshua 
arrived  at  the  appointed  iiour,  he  could  scarce 
recognize  his  features,  and  complimented  him 
very  politely  on  the  improvement  of  iiis  looks. 

True  it  is,  the  Spaniard  was  a  personage 
of  a  very  prepossessing  mien,  and  noble  de- 
portment;  and  had  not  grief,  by  increasing 
his  native  gravity,  in  some  measure  discom- 
posed the  symmetry  of  his  countenance,  he 
would  have  passed  for  a  man  of  a  very  amiable 
and  engaging  physiognomy..  They  set  out 
i."  the  Jew's  coach  for  the  house  of  ]\Iadam 
CiCment,  and  were  ushered  into  an  apart- 
ment, where  they  found  the  clergyman  and 
the  physician  with  that  lady,  to  whom  Don 
Diego  and  the  Hebrew  were  by  Melvil  in- 
.foduced. 
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Before  they  had  seated  themselves,  Re- 
naldo inquired  about  the  health  of  Monimia, 
and  was  directed  to  tiie  next  room  by  Madam 
Clement,  who  permitted  him  to  go  thither, 
and  conduct  her  to  the  company.  He  was 
not  slow  in  availinghimselfofthis  permission: 
he  disappeared  in  an  instant,  and,  during  bin 
short  absence,  Don  Diego  was  strangely  dis- 
turbed :  the  blood  flushed  and  forsook  hia 
cheeks  by  turns  ;  a  cold  vajiour  seemed  to 
shiver  through  his  nerves  ;  and  at  Iiis  breast 
lie  felt  uncommon  palpitation.  ]Madam  Cle- 
ment observed  his  discomposure,  and  kindly 
inquired  into  the  cause;  when  he  rcjjlied, — 
"  1  have  such  an  interest  in  what  concerns 
the  Count  dc  Melvil,  and  my  imagination  is 
so  much  prepossessed  witli  tlio  perfections 
of  Monimia,  that  1  am,  as  it  were,  agonized 
with  expectation  ;  yet  never  did  my  curiosity 
before  raise  such  tumults  as  those  that  now 
agitate  my  bosom." 

He  had  scarce  pronounced  these  words, 
when  the  door  re-opening,  Renaldo  led  in 
tliig  mirror  of  elegance  and  beauty,  at  sight 
of  whom  the  Israelite's  countenance  was 
distorted  into  a  stare  of  admiration.  But  if 
such  was  the  astonishment  of  Joshua,  what 
were  the  emotions  of  the  Castiiian,  wiien,  in 
the  beauteous  orplxan,  he  beiiold  the  indivi- 
dual features  of  his  long  lost  Scrafina  ! 

His  feelings  were  not  to  bo  described  :  the 
fond  parent,  whose  affection  shoots  even  to 
a  sense  of  pain,  feels  not  half  such  transport, 
when  he  unexpectedly  retrieves  a  darling 
child  from  the  ingulfing  billows  or  devouring 
flame.  Tiie  hope  of  Zelos  haa  been  totally 
extinguished  :  his  heart  had  been  incessantly 
torn  with  anguish  and  remorse,  upbraiding 
him  as  the  murderer  of  Scrafina ;  his,  there- 
fore, were  the  additional  transports  of  a  father 
disburdened  of  tiie  guilt  of  such  enormous 
homicide.  His  nerves  were  too  much  over- 
powered by  this  sudden  recognition,  to  mani- 
fest the  sensation  of  his  soul  by  external 
signs.  He  started  not,  nor  did  he  lift  a  hand 
in  token  of  surprise  ;  he  moved  not  from  tiie 
spot  on  which  he  stood ;  but,  riveting  his 
eyes  to  those  of  the  lovely  phantom,  remained 
witliout  motion,  until  she,  approaching  with 
her  lover,  fell  at  his  feet,  and  clasping  his 
knees,  exclaimed, — "  May  1  yet  call  you 
father  ]" 

This  powerful  shock  aroused  his  faculties  ; 
a  cold  sweat  bedewed  his  forehead  ;  his  knees 
began  to  totter;  he  dropped  upon  the  floor; 
and  throwing  his  arms  around  her,  cried, — 
"  Oh  Nature  !  O  Serafina  !  Merciful  I'rovi. 
dence  !  thy  ways  are  past  finding  out."  St 
saying,  he  fell  upon  her  neck,  and  wept  aloud : 
tlie  tears  of  sympathetic  joy  trickled  down 
her  snowy  bosom,  that  heaved  with  rapture 
inexpressible.  Renaldo's  eyes  poured  fort,ii 
tiie  briny  stream  ;  the  cheeks  of  Madam  Cle- 
ment were  not  dry  in  this  conjuncture ;  she 
kneeled  by  Serafina,  kissed  her  with  all  tlie 
eagerness   of  maternal  affection,   and    with 
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uplifted  hands  adored  the  power  that  pre- 
ordained this  blessed  event.  The  clertr)'man 
and  doctor  intimately  shared  the  general 
,rane-:'ort;  and  as  for  Joshua,  the  drops  of 
true  benevolence  flowed  from  liis  eyes,  like 
the  oil  on  Aaron's  beard,  while  he  skipped 
about  the  room  in  an  awkward  ecstasy,  and 
in  a  voice  resembling  the  hoarse  notes  of  the 
long-eared  tribe,  cried, — "  O  father  Abraham! 
such  a  moving  scene  hath  not  been  acted 
since  Joseph  disclosed  himself  unto  his 
brethren  in  Eg)'pt  I" 

Don  Diego  having  found  utterance  to  his 
passion,  proceeded  in  tiiis  strain  : — "  O  my 
dear  cliiid  !  to  find  thee  tiius  again,  after  our 
last  unhappy  parting,  is  wonderful !  miracu- 
lous :  Blessed  be  the  all-good,  almighty 
I'ower,  that  saved  thee  for  this  hour  of  joy  ! 
Yet,  while  my  heart  yearns  towards  tlice ; 
\Thile  I  pant  with  inconceivable  affection, 
and  thus  review  these  living  features,  which 
were  so  long  my  study  and  delight,  I  dare 
not  ask  by  what  mysterious  means  this  meet- 
ing is  effected,  lest,  in  the  fond  inquiry,  I 
3nd  my  present  bliss  unreal,  and  awake  to 
misery  again  !" 

"O  ever-honoured  father!"  she  replied, 
"  if  to  see  your  Seratina  at  your  feet,  melting 
with  filial  love  and  veneration,  can  impart  a 
gleam  of  satisfaction  to  your  breast,  enjoy 
that  pleasure,  and  behold  her  now  restored  to 
vour  protection  and  paternal  will,  which  she 
never  more  will  disobey.  Alas  !  had  Hea'/en 
thought  proper  to  reserve  another  parent  for 
this  interview,  our  joys  had  been  complete  ; 
but  she  hath  already  paid  her  debt  to  nature, 
and  from  the  seats  of  bliss  looks  down  v/ell 
pleased  on  this  interesting  scene." 

"  Ah,  my  Antonia  !"  cried  the  father,  in- 
terrupting her,  "  she  is  then  at  rest.  Peace 
be  to  her  unspotted  soul !  to  have  found  her 
here  had  been  too  much  :  how  my  Serafina 
hath  survived  blindfold  rage,  I  know  not ;  but 
sure  the  guilt  of  fair  Antonia's  death  still 
hangs  upon  my  soul." 

"  Dismiss  that  fatal  thought,"  said  Sera- 
fina, "  my  mother  quietly  bade  adieu  to  life 
in  England;  she  peaceably  expired  within 
these  arms,  and  with  her  latest  breadth  prayed 
for  her  hapless  husband."  "  Her  mind  was 
ever  godlike,"  ho  resumed,  "  she  was  a  saint 
in  virtue,  ill  bestowed  on  such  a  wretch  as 
me  ;  yet  thy  words  have  raised  a  dreadful 
burden  from  my  conscience ;  I  am  not  then 
the  dire  assassin,  who  sacrificed  his  wife  and 
(laughter  to  an  infernal  motive,  falsely  titled 
honour  ;  though  I  am  more  and  more  involved 
;n  a  mystery,  which  I  long  to  hear  explained." 

"  That  shall  be  my  task,"  cried  Renaldo  ; 
'« t)ut  first  permit  rne  to  implore  your  sanction 
to  my  passion  for  the  incomparable  Serafina. 
\  ou  already  know  our  mutual  sentiments; 
ind   though  I  own  the  possession  of  such 


inestimable  worth  and  beauty  would  be  t 
recompense  that  infinitely  transcends  th«> 
merit  I  can  jilead,  yet,  as  it  hath  been  my 
good  fortune  to  inspire  lier  with  a  mutual 
llame,  I  hope  to  reap  from  your  indulgenco 
here,  what  1  could  not  expect  from  my  ciwn 
desert ;  and  we  present  ourselves,  in  hope  of 
jour  paternal  assent  and  benediction." 

"  Were  she  more  fair,  and  good,  and  gen- 
tle, than  she  is,"  answered  the  Castilian. 
"  and  to  my  partial  observation  nought  e'er 
appeared  on  earth  more  beauteous  and  en- 
gaging,  I  would  approve  your  title  to  her 
heart,  and  recommend  you  to  her  smiles,  witn 
all  a  father's  influence  and  power.  Yes,  my 
daughter !  my  joy  on  this  occasion  is  infinitely 
augmented  by  the  knowledge  of  those  tender 
ties  of  love  that  bind  thee  to  this  amiable 
youth  ;  a  youth,  to  whose  uncommon  courage 
and  generosity  I  owe  my  life  and  my  sub- 
sistence,  together  with  the  inexpressible 
delight  that  now  revels  in  my  bosom.  Enjoy, 
my  children,  the  happy  fruits  of  your  recipro- 
cal attachment.  May  Heaven,  which  liath 
graciously  conducted  you  through  a  labyrinth 
of  perplexity  and  woe,  to  this  transporting 
view  of  blissful  days,  indulge  you  with  that 
uninterrupted  stream  of  pure  felicity,  which 
is  the  hope,  and  ought  to  be  the  boon  of  virtue, 
such  as  yours." 

So  saying,  he  joined  their  hands,  and  em- 
braced them  with  the  most  cordial  love  and 
satisfaction,  which  diffused  itself  to  every 
individual  of  the  company,  who  fervently 
invoked  the  Almighty  Power  in  behalf  of  this 
enraptured  pair.  The  tumult  of  these  emo- 
tions having  a  little  subsided,  and  the  Casti- 
lian  being  seated  betwixt  Renaldo  and  his 
beauteous  bride,  he  politely  bespoke  the  in- 
dulgonce  of  Madam  Clement,  begging  she 
would  permit  him  to  demand  the  performance 
of  the  count's  promise,  that  he  might  be  forth- 
with made  acquainted  with  those  circum- 
stances of  his  own  fate  which  he  was  so 
impatient  to  learn. 

The  lady  having  assured  him  that  she  and 
all  the  company  would  take  pleasure  in  hear- 
ing the  recapitulation,  the  Spaniard,  address, 
ing  himself  to  Melvil, — "  In  the  name  or 
Heaven  !"  said  he,  "  how  could  you  supplant 
that  rival,  who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  my  resent- 
ment, after  he  had  bewitched  the  heart  or 
Serafina!  for  sure  the  affection  he  had  kin- 
died  in  her  breast  must  have  long  survivea 
his  death."  "  That  rival,"  replied  the  count 
"  who  incurred  your  displeasure,  was  no 
other  than  Renaldo."  With  these  words,  he 
applied  to  one  eye  a  patch  of  black  silk  pro- 
vided for  the  purpose,  and  turning  his  fac« 
towards  Don  Diego,  that  gentleman  started 
with  astonishment,  crying, — "  Good  Heaven  : 
the  very  countenance  of  Orlando,  wnom  ) 
slew  !  this  is  still  more  amazing!" 
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CHAPTER  LXV. 

.4  retrospective  link,  necessary  for  the  con- 
catenation of  these  memoirs. 

■  NDVLOE  me  with  a  patient  hearing,"  pro- 
ceeded tlie  lluiigiirian,  "  and  all  these  riddles 
Boon  will  bo  explained.  Iiijlamed  with  the 
desire  of  seeing  foreign  countries,  I  disobeyed 
the  will  of  an  indulgent  father,  from  whose 
house  withdrawing  privately,  I  set  out  for 
Italy,  in  disguise,  by  the  way  of  Tyrol,  visited 
Venice,  Rome,  Florence,  and  embarking  at 
Naples  in  an  English  ship,  arrived  at  St  Lu- 
car,  from  whence  I  repaired  to  Seville  :  there, 
in  a  few  days,  was  my  curiosity  engaged  by 
the  fame  of  the  fair  Seratina,  wlio  was  justly 
deemed  the  most  accomplished  beauty  in  that 
part  of  Spain.  Nay,  blush  not,  gentle  crea- 
ture !  for,  by  my  hopes  of  heaven  !  thy  charms 
were  even  injured  by  the  cold  applause  of 
that  report :  nevertheless,  I  was  warmly  in- 
terested by  the  uncommon  ciiaracter,  and 
eagerly  longed  to  see  this  pattern  of  perfec- 
tion. As  Don  Diego  did  not  train  her  up  in 
that  restraint  to  which  the  Spanisii  ladies  are 
subjected,  I  soon  found  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  her  at  church ;  and  no  person  here 
present  will,  I  presume,  doubt  that  I  was 
instantly  captivated  by  her  beauty  and  de- 
portment. Had  I  tliouglit  that  Don  Diego's 
favour  was  unengaged,  perhaps  I  should  have 
followed  the  dictates  of  vanity  and  inexpe- 
rience, and  presented  myself  in  my  own  cha- 
racter, among  the  crowd  of  her  professed 
admirers.  I  knew  her  father  had  been  an 
officer  of  distinguislied  rank  and  reputation, 
and  did  not  doubt  that  he  would  have  re- 
garded a  young  soldier  of  unexceptionable 
pedigree,  and  I  will  even  add,  of  untainted 
fame  ;  nor  did  I  suppose  my  own  fatlier  could 
have  objected  against  such  an  advantageous 
match  :  but,  by  dint  of  industrious  inquiry,  I 
learned,  that  the  divine  Seratina  was  already 
betrothed  to  Dun  Manuel  de  Mcndoza,  and 
this  information  overwhelmed  me  with  de- 
spair. 

"  After  having  revolved  a  thousand  projects 
for  retarding  and  preventing  that  detested 
union,  I  resolved  to  avail  myself  of  my  talent 
for  drawing,  and  professed  myself  a  master 
of  that  science,  in  hope  of  being  employed 
oy  the  father  of  Seratina,  who,  I  knew,  let 
slip  no  opportunity  of  improving  his  daugh- 
ters education.  Accordingly  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  attract  his  notice,  was  invited  to 
his  house,  honoured  with  his  approbation, 
and  furnished  with  unrestricted  opportunities 
of  conversing  with  the  dear  object  of  my  love. 
The  passion  which  her  beauty  had  kindled, 
was,  by  the  perfections  of  her  mind,  inflamed 
to  such  a  degree  of  transport,  as  could  not 
be  concealed  from  her  penetration.  She 
chani:od  to  relish  my  conversation  ;  I  gra- 


dually acquired  her  fiiendship:  pity  was  the 
next  pajssion  tliat  she  entertained  in  my 
favour.  I  tiien  ventured  to  disclose  myself, 
and  the  dear  charmer  did  not  disapjirove  of 
my  presumption.  She  and  her  mother  had 
been  perplexed  with  some  religious  scruples, 
concerning  which  they  ajipealed  to  my  opin- 
ion :  and  1  was  ha})py  enough  to  set  tiieii 
minds  at  ease. 

"  This  sort  of  intercourse  naturally  created 
a  mutual  contidence  among  us  :  and,  in  a 
word,  I  was  blessed  with  the  daughter's  love-, 
and  mother's  approbation.  Don  Diego  will 
pardon  those  clandestine  measures,  whicli 
we  took  from  a  full  j)ersuasion  that  it  was 
impossible  to  render  him  propitious  to  the 
views  in  which  our  hearts  and  hands  were 
so  deeply  interested  :  I  did  not  then  know 
how  little  he  was  addicted  to  superstition. 

"  Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  the 
schemes  we  projected  to  delay  the  happiness 
of  Mcndoza,  I  shall  only  observe,  that,  know- 
ing the  fatal  day  was  at  length  unalterably 
fixed,  we  determined  to  elude  the  purpose 
of  Don  Diego  by  flight,  and  every  thing  was 
actually  prepared  for  our  escape.  When  the 
hour  of  appointment  arrived,  I  repaired  to 
the  place  at  which  I  had  proposed  to  enter 
the  house,  and  stuniblcd,  in  tlie  dark^  over 
the  body  of  a  man  still  warm  and  bleeding. 
Alarmed  at  this  occurrence,  I  darted  myself 
through  the  window,  and  rushing  to  the 
apartment  of  the  ladies,  (immortal  powers  !) 
beheld  the  peerless  Serafina,  and  her  virtuous 
mother,  stretched  on  a  couch,  and  in  all 
appearance  deprived  of  life. 

"  The  company  will  easily  conceive  wliat 
agonies  I  felt  at  such  a  spectacle.  I  ran 
towards  the  spot  in  a  transport  of  horror ! 
I  clasped  my  lovely  mistress  in  my  arms,  and 
finding  her  still  breathing,  endeavoured,  but 
in  vain,  to  wake  her  from  the  trance ;  Antonia 
was  overwhelmed  with  the  same  lethargic 
power.  My  fancy  was  immediately  struck 
witli  the  apprehension  oftheirbeingpoisoned. 
Regardless  of  my  own  situation,  I  alarmed 
the  family,  called  tor  assistance,  and  requested 
the  servants  to  summon  Don  Diego  to  the 
dismal  scene.  I  was  informed  that  their 
master  had  rode  fortli  in  manifest  confusion; 
and  while  I  pondered  on  this  surprising  ex- 
cursion, an  apothecary  in  the  neighbourhood 
entered  the  chamber,  and  having  examined 
the  pulses  of  the  ladies,  declared  that  their 
lives  were  in  no  danger,  and  advised  that 
they  should  be  undressed,  and  conveyed  to 
bed.  While  their  women  were  busied  in 
this  employment,  I  wont  into  the  court-yard, 
attended  by  some  of  the  servants  with 
liglits,  in  order  to  view  the  bod}^  of  the  man 
whom  I  had  found  at  my  arrival.  His  ap 
parol  was  mean,  his  countenance  ferocious, 
a  long  spado  was  buckled  to  his  thigh,  and 
in  his  belt  were  stuck  a  bra^ie  of  loaded 
pistols ;  so  that  we  concluded  he  wa.^  sorr.s 
thief,  who  had   waited  for  an  opportunity 
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and  seeing  the  casement  open,  intended  to 
rob  the  house,  but  was  prevented  and  slain 
by  Don  Diego  himself,  whose  retreat,  Jiow- 
ever,  did  not  a  little  confound  our  conjecture. 
For  my  own  part,  I  remained  all  night  in  the 
house,  tortured  with  fear,  vexation,  and  sus- 
pense. 

"  My  hope  was  altogether  disappomted  by 
this  unhappy  accident,  and  I  shuddered  at 
the  prospect  of  losing  Serafina  for  ever,  either 
oy  this  mysterious  malady,  or  by  her  mar- 
riage with  Mendoza,  which  I  now  despaired 
of  being  able  to  defeat.  The  major-domo 
having  waited  several  hours  for  his  lord's 
return,  without  seeing  him  appear,  thought 
proper  to  dispatch  a  me.ssenger  to  Don  i\Ia- 
nuel,  v/ith  an  account  of  what  had  happened ; 
and  that  nobleman  arriving  in  the  morning, 
took  possession  of  the  house.  About  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Serafina  began  to 
6ti?,  and  at  five  she  and  her  mother  were 
perfectly  awake. 

"  They  no  sooner  recovered  the  use  of 
reflection,  than  they  gave  signs  of  equal  sor- 
row and  amazement,  and  earnestly  called  for 
Isabella,  who  v/as  privy  to  our  design,  and 
who,  after  a  minute  inquiry,  was  found  in  a 
lone  and  solitary  chamber  where  she  had 
fteen  confined.  Such  was  the  confusion  of 
tlie  house,  that  no  person  ever  dreamed  of 
asking  how  I  had  entered,  each  domestic,  in 
all  probability,  supposing  I  had  been  intro- 
duced by  his  fellow :  so  that  I  tarried  un- 
questioned, on  pretence  of  concern  for  the 
distress  of  a  family  in  which  I  had  been  so 
generously  entertained  ;  and  by  Isabella  sent 
my  respects  and  duty  to  her  ladies  :  she  was 
therefore  not  a  little  surprised,  when,  after 
every  other  servant  had  withdrawn,  she 
heard  the  lovely  Serafina  exclaim,  with  all 
the  violence  of  grief, — '  Ah  !  Isabella,  Or- 
lando is  no  more  !'  But  their  astonishment 
was  still  greater,  when  she  assured  them  of 
my  being  alive,  and  in  the  house.  They 
recounted  to  her  the  adventure  of  last  night, 
v.'hich  she  explained  by  informing  them  of 
the  letters  which  Don  Diego  had  intercepted ; 
and  they  immediately  concluded,  that  he  had, 
m  the  precipitation  of  his  wrath,  killed,  by 
mistake,  the  person  who  was  found  dead  in 
the  court-yard.  This  conjecture  alarmed 
them  on  my  account ;  they,  by  the  medium 
of  Isabella,  conjured  me  to  leave  the  house, 
lest  Don  Diego  should  return,  and  accom- 
plish his  resentment ;  and  I  was  persuaded 
to  withdraw,  after  I  had  settled  the  channel 
of  a  correspondence  with  the  confidante. 

"  Being  now  obliged  to  alter  our  measures, 
because  our  former  intention  was  discovered 
by  Don  Diego,  I  secured  a  retreat  for  Sera- 
fina and  her  mother,  at  the  house  of  the 
English  consul  in  Seville,  who  was  my  par- 
ticular friend  ;  and  next  day,  understanding 
fYom  Isabella,  that  her  lord  had  not  yet  re- 
appeared, and  that  Don  Manuel  was  verv' 
(rgcnt  in  hia  addresses,  we  concerted  an 


assignation  in  the  garden,  and  that  sam? 
evening  I  was  fortunate  enough  fb  convey 
my  prize  to  the  asylum  I  had  prepared  for 
their  reception.  Inexpressible  was  the  rao-e 
of  Mendoza,  when  he  heard  of  their  elope- 
ment :  he  raved  like  one  deprived  of  reason, 
swore  he  would  put  all  the  ser/ants  of  the 
family  to  the  rack,  and,  in  consequence  of 
the  intelligence  he  obtained  by  threats  and 
promises,  set  oa  foot  a  very  strict  inquiry, 
in  order  to  apprehend  the  fugitives,  and  Or. 
lando,  who  had  by  some  means  or  other 
incurred  his  suspicion. 

"  We  eluded  his  search  by  the  vigilance 
and  caution  of  our  kind  host ;  and  while  we 
remained  in  concealment,  were  extremely 
astonished  to  hear  that  the  unfortunate  Don 
Diego  was  proclaimed  a  traitor,  and  a  price 
set  upon  his  head.  This  information  over- 
whelmed us  all  with  the  utmost  affliction  : 
Antonia  lamented,  without  ceasing,  the  dis- 
grace of  her  beloved  lord,  from  whom  she 
never  would  have  withdrawn  herself,  but 
with  the  lively  hope  of  a  reconciliation,  after 
the  first  transports  of  his  ire  should  have 
subsided,  and  the  reS.1  character  of  Orlando 
should  have  appeared  ;  it  was  not  long  before 
we  had  reason  to  believe  that  Mendoza  was 
the  accuser  of  Don  Diego. 

"Nay,  start  not,  signior;  Manuel  was 
actually  that  traitor :  this  was  the  turn  of  his 
revenge  ;  when  he  found  himself  disappointed 
in  the  hope  of  possessing  the  incomparable 
Serafina,  he  took  a  base  advantage  of  your 
absence  and  retreat.  He  posted  to  Madrid, 
impeached  you  to  the  secretary  of  state,  of 
having  maintained  a  criminal  correspondence 
with  the  enemies  of  Spain,  included  me  in 
his  accusation,  as  a  spy  for  the  house  of 
Austria,  and  framed  such  a  plausible  tale, 
from  the  circumstances  of  your  distress,  that 
Don  Diego  was  outlawed,  and  Mendoza  gra- 
tified with  a  grant  of  his  estate. 

"  These  melancholy  incidents  made  a  deep 
impression  upon  the  mind  of  the  virtuous 
Antonia,  who,  v/aving  every  other  considera- 
tion, would  have  personally  appeared  for  the 
vindication  of  her  husband's  honour,  had  we 
not  dissuaded  her  from  such  a  rash  under- 
taking, bv  demonstrating  her  inability  to 
contend  vrith  such  a  powerful  antagonist,  and 
representing  that  her  appearance  would  be 
infallibly  attended  with  the  ruin  of  Serafina, 
who  would  certainly  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  villain  to  whom  she  had  been  contracted. 
We  exhorted  her  to  wait  patiently  for  some 
happy  revolution  of  fortune,  and  encouraged 
her  with  the  hope  of  Don  Diego's  exerting 
himself  effectually  in  his  own  defence. 

"  ]Meanwhile  our  worthy  landlord  was  sud- 
denly cut  off  by  death  ;  and  his  widow  being 
resolved  to  retire  into  her  own  country,  we 
secretly  embarked  in  the  same  ship,  and 
arrived  in  England  about  eighteen  months 
ago.  Antonia  still  continued  to  pine  ovc< 
the  ruin  of  her  house ;  as  she  couM  h>jar  no 
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tidings  of  Don  Diogo,  she  concluded  he  was 
ilcad,  and  mourned  with  iinabating  sorrow. 
In  vain  I  assured  lier,  tliat  soon  as  my  own 
affairs  should  be  adjusted,  I  would  exert  my 
whole  endeavours  to  find  and  succour  liim. 
She  could  not  imagine  that  a  man  of  liis 
Bpirit  and  disposition  would  live  so  long  in 
obscurity ;  and  her  affliction  derived  new 
force  from  the  death  of  the  consul's  widow, 
with  whom  she  had  lived  in  the  most  un- 
bounded intimacy  and  friendship.  From  that 
day  her  health  evidently  declined  :  she  fore- 
saw her  dissolution,  and  comforted  herself 
with  tlic  hope  of  seeing  her  husband  and  her 
fnend,  in  a  place  where  no  ti-eachery  is  felt, 
and  no  sorrow  is  known  ;  confident  of  my 
integrity,  and  the  purity  of  my  love,  she,  in 
*he  most  patiietic  terms,  reconnnended  Sera- 
rina  to  my  care. 

"  Ha !  weepest  thou,  fair  excellence,  at 
the  remembrance  of  that  tender  scene,  when 
the  good  Antonia,  on  the  bed  of  death,  joined 
thy  soft  hand  to  mine,  and  said, — '  Renaldo, 
I  bequeath  this  orphan  to  your  love  ;  it  is  a 
sacred  pledge,  which  if  you  cherish  with  due 
honour  and  regard,  internal  peace  and  hap- 
oiness  will  ever  smile  within  your  bosom  ; 
but  if  you  treat  it  with  indifference,  dishonour, 
or  neglect,  just  Heaven  will  punish  your 
breach  of  trust  with  everlasting  disappoint- 
ments and  disquiet.' 

"  Siguier  Don  Diego,  I  see  you  are  moved, 
and  therefore  will  not  dwell  on  such  distress- 
ful circumstances.  The  excellent  Antonia 
exchanged  this  life  for  a  more  happy  state ; 
and  so  exquisite  was  the  sorrow  of  the  ten- 
der-hearted Scrafina,  as  to  torture  me  with 
the  apprehension  that  she  would  not  long 
survive  her  pious  mother.  How  I  obeyed 
the  injunctions  of  that  departing  saint,  Mo- 
nimia  (for  that  name  she  now  assumed)  can 
testify,  until  that  artful  serpent  Fathom  glided 
into  our  mutual  confidence,  abused  our  ears, 
poisoned  our  unsuspecting  faith,  and  effected 
that  fatal  breach,  productive  of  all  the  misery 
and  vexation  which  we  have  suffered,  and 
which  is  now  so  happily  expelled." 

"  Heaven,"  said  the  Castilian,  "  hath 
visited  me  for  the  sins  and  errors  of  my 
youth ;  yet  such  mercy  hath  been  mingled 
with  its  chastisements,  I  dare  not  murmur  or 
repine.  The  tears  of  penitence  and  sorrow 
ehall  water  my  Antonia's  grave  ;  as  for  Men- 
doza,  I  rejoice  at  his  treachery,  by  which  the 
obligation  of  my  promise  is  cancelled,  and 
my  honour  fully  acquitted.  He  shall  not 
triumph  in  his  guilt ;  my  services,  my  cha- 
racter and  innocence,  shall  soon  confront 
his  perfidy,  and,  I  hope,  defeat  his  interest. 
The  king  is  just  and  gracious,  nor  are  my 
family  and  name  unknown." 

Here  the  Jew,  interposing,  presented  to 
him  a  letter  from  a  person  of  consequence 
at  Madrid,  whom  Joshua  had  interested  in 
the  cause  of  Don  Diego  :  that  nobleman  had 
tireadv  found  means  to  represent  the  case 


of  Zclos  to  his  majesty,  who  had  actually 
ordered  Don  Manuel  to  be  confined,  untL 
tiie  injured  person  should  appear  to  justify 
himself,  and  prosecute  his  accuser  according 
to  the  terms  of  law  :  at  the  same  time  Don 
Diego  was  summoned  to  present  himself 
before  the  king  within  a  limited  time,  to 
answer  to  the  charge  which  Mendoza  had 
brought  against  him. 

The  Spaniard's  heart  overflowed  with  gra- 
titude and  joy,  when  he  read  this  intimation  : 
he  embraced  the  Jew,  who,  before  Zelos 
could  give  utterance  to  his  thoughts,  told 
him  that  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  London, 
having  been  prepossessed  in  his  favour,  craved 
the  honour  of  seeing  Don  Diego  ;  and  that 
he,  Joshua,  was  ready  to  conduct  him  to  the 
house. 

"  Then  is  my  heart  at  rest !"  cried  the 
Castilian,  "  the  house  of  Zelos  once  more 
shall  lift  up  its  head.  I  shall  again  revisit 
my  native  country  with  honour,  and  abase 
the  villain  who  hatli  soiled  my  fame  ;  O  my 
children  !  tliia  day  is  replete  with  such  joy 
and  satisfaction,  as  I  did  not  think  had  been 
in  the  power  of  Heaven  to  grant,  without  the 
interposition  of  a  miracle  !  To  you,  Renaldo, 
to  you,  illustrious  lady,  and  to  these  worthy 
gentlemen,  am  I  indebted  for  the  restoration 
of  that  for  which  alone  I  wish  to  live  ;  and 
when  my  heart  ceases  to  retain  the  obliga- 
tion, may  I  forfeit  the  name  of  a  Cdstilian 
and  scorn  and  dishonour  be  my  portion." 

Perhaps  all  Europe  could  not  produce 
another  company  so  happy  as  that  which 
now  sat  down  to  dinner  in  the  house  of  Ma- 
dam  Clement,  whose  own  benevolent  hearl 
was  peculiarly  adapted  for  such  enjoyment, 
The  lovers  feasted  their  eyes  more  than  theii 
appetite,  by  a  tender  intercourse  of  glances, 
which  needed  not  the  slow  interpretation  of 
speech ;  while  the  Spaniard  regarded  them 
alternately  with  looks  of  wonder  and  paternal 
joy,  and  every  individual  surveyed  the  all- 
deserving  pair  with  admiration  and  esteem. 

Serafina  taking  the  advantage  of  this  gen- 
eral satisfaction,  when  the  heart,  softened 
into  complacency,  deposits  every  violent 
thought : — "  I  must  now,"  said  she,  "  try  my 
interest  with  Renaldo;  the  good  company 
shall  bear  witness  to  my  triumph  or  repulse. 
I  do  not  ask  you  to  forgive,  but  to  withhold 
your  vengeance  from  the  wretched  Fathom. 
His  fraud,  ingratitude,  and  villainy  are,  I 
believe,  unrivalled  ;  yet  his  base  designs  have 
been  defeated  ;  and  Heaven  perhaps  hath 
made  him  the  involuntary  instrumerit  for 
bringing  our  constancy  and  virtue  to  the  test : 
besides,  his  perfidy  is  already  punished  with 
the  last  degree  of  human  misery  and  disgrace: 
the  doctor,  who  has  traced  him  in  all  his  con- 
duct and  vicissitudes  of  fortune,  will  draw  a 
picture  of  his  present  wretchedness,  which, 
1  doubt  not,  will  move  your  compassion,  aa 
it  hath  already  excited  mine." 

The  nfenerous  hostess  was  ready  to  enfony 
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this  charitable  proposal  with  all  her  eloquence, 
when  Melvil,  with  a  look  that  well  expressed 
his  magnanimity  of  love,  replied, — "  Such  a 
boon  becomes  tiie  gentle  Serafina  !  O  !  every 
moment  furnishes  me  with  fresh  matter  to 
admire  the  virtues  of  thy  soul :  if  thou,  whose 
tender  heart  hath  been  so  rent  with  misery 
and  anguish,  canst  intercede  for  thy  tormen- 
tor, who  now  suffers  in  his  turn,  shall  I  refuse 
to  pardon  tiie  miserable  wretch  1  No,  let 
me  glory  in  imitating  tiie  great  example,  and 
solicit  Don  Diego  in  behalf  of  the  same  mis- 
creant, whose  pertidious  barbarity  cost  him 
such  intolerable  woe."  "  Enough,"  cried 
the  Castilian,  "  I  have  disclaimed  the  vin- 
dictive principles  of  a  Spaniard,  and  leave 
tiie  miserable  object  to  the  sting  of  his  own 
conscience,  which,  soon  or  late,  will  not  fail 
to  avenge  the  wrongs  we  have  sustained 
from  his  deceit." 


CHAPTER  LXVL 

The  history  draws  71  ear  a  ■period. 

Universal  was  the  applause  which  they 
acquired  by  this  noble  sacrifice  of  their  re- 
sentment :  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  the 
utmost  harmony  and  good  humour ;  and,  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  Renaldo,  whose 
fancy  still  harboured  the  apprehensions  of 
another  separation,  Don  Diego  consented 
that  the  indissoluble  knot  should  be  tied 
between  that  young  gentleman  and  Serafina 
in  two  days,  and  the  place  appointed  for  the 
ceremony  was  the  very  church  where  they 
had  been  restored  to  the  arms  of  each  other. 

The  lovely  bride,  with  a  silent  blush  that 
eet  her  lover's  heart  on  fire,  submitted  to  this 
determination  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
company  was  bespoken  for  that  auspicious 
hour,  and  the  evening  being  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced, they  took  leave  of  the  ladies,  and 
retired  to  their  respective  homes  ;  Don  Diego 
and  his  future  son-in-law  being  reconducted 
to  their  lodgings  in  the  coach  of  the  Jew, 
who,  taking  an  opportunity  of  being  alone 
with  Melvil,  observed  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary on  this  occasion  to  supply  the  Castilian 
with  a  sum  of  money,  in  order  to  support  his 
dignity  and  independence,  in  furnishing  Se- 
rafina with  every  thing  suitable  to  her  rank 
and  merit ;  and  that  he  would  willingly  ac- 
commodate him,  provided  he  knew  how  to 
propose  it  so  as  to  give  no  offence  to  his 
punctilious  disposition. 

Renaldo,  thanking  him  f)r  this  generous 
anticipation,  advised  him  to  solicit  the  Spa- 
niard's correspondence  in  the  way  of  busi- 
ness, and  to  put  the  whole  on  the  footing  of 
his  own  interest :  by  which  means  Don  Diego's 
delicacy  could  sustain  no  affront.  Fraught 
with  this  instruction,  the  Israelite  desired  a 
private  audience  of  the  Castilian,  in  which, 
ifter  an  apology  for  the  freedom  of  his  de- 


mand,— "  Signior  Don  Diego,"  said  he,  ■'  as 
your  fortune  hath  been  so  long  embezzled  by 
your  adversary  in  Spain,  and  your  corres- 
pondence with  that  country  entirely  cut  off 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  your  finance;! 
are  at  present  in  such  a  condition  as  to  main- 
tain the  splendour  of  your  family.  Count  de 
Melvil's  whole  fortune  is  at  your  command ; 
and  had  not  he  been  afraid  of  giving  umbrage 
to  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  your  sentiments^ 
he  would  have  pressed  you  to  use  it  for  your 
convenience.  For  my  own  part,  over  and 
above  the  inclination  I  have  to  serve  Don 
Diego,  I  consult  my  own  private  advantage 
in  desiring  you  to  accept  my  service  on  this 
occasion.  Money  is  the  chief  commodity  in 
which  I  deal,  and,  if  you  honour  rne  with 
your  commands,  I  shall  be  a  gainer  by  my 
obedience." 

Don  Diego  replied,  with  a  smile  that  de- 
noted how  well  he  understood  the  meaning 
of  this  address, — "  Surely,  Signior,  I  am 
bound  by  the  strongest  tics  to  exert  my  utmost 
endeavours  for  your  advantage  ;  and  I  pray 
God  this  your  proposal  may  have  that  issue. 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  count's  gene- 
rosity and  refined  notions  of  honour  ;  and  too 
much  obliged  by  him  already,  to  hesitate 
v/ith  punctilious  reserve  in  accepting  his 
future  assistance ;  nevertheless,  since  you 
have  contrived  a  scheme  for  removing  all 
scruples  of  that  sort,  I  shall  execute  it  with 
pleasure  ;  and,  in  the  form  of  business,  you 
shall  have  all  the  security  I  can  give  for  what 
shall  be  necessary  to  answer  my  present 
occasions." 

The  preliminaries  beingthus  settled,  Joshua 
advanced  for  his  use  a  thousand  pounds,  for 
which  he  would  take  neither  bond,  note,  nor 
receipt,  desiring  only  that  the  Castilian  would 
mark  it  in  his  ov^'n  pocket-book,  that  the  debt 
might  appear,  in  case  any  accident  should 
befal  the  borrower.  Although  the  Spaniard 
had  been  accustomed  to  the  uncommon  gen- 
erosity of  Melvil,  he  could  not  help  wonder- 
ing at  this  nobleness  of  behaviour,  so  little 
to  be  expected  from  any  merchant,  much 
less  from  a  Jewish  broker. 

^Vhile  this  affair  was  on  the  anvil,  Re- 
naldo, who  could  no  longer  withhold  the 
communications  of  his  happiness  from  \\\s 
sister  and  relations  in  Germany,  took  up  the 
pen,  and,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother-in-law, 
reciiunted  all  the  circumstances  of  the  sur- 
prising turn  of  fate  which  he  had  experienced 
since  his  arrival  in  England.  He  likewise 
related  the  story  of  Don  Diego,  informed 
them  of  the  day  appointed  for  his  nuptials, 
and  entreated  the  major  to  make  a  journey 
to  London  with  his  wife;  or,  if  that  should 
be  impracticable,  to  come  as  far  as  Brussels, 
where  they  should  be  met  by  him  and  hia 
Serafina.  There  was  now  but  one  day  br- 
tween  him  and  the  accomplishment  of  his 
dearest  wish,  and  that  was  spent  in  procuring 
a  license,  and  adjusting  the  prcparaticns  foi 
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.he  ofrand  festival.  Don  Dicj;^o  in  the  fore- 
noon visited  Madam  Clement,  to  whom  lie 
repeated  his  warm  ackn<iwledi^ements  of  her 
bounty  and  maternal  afiection  to  his  daui^hter, 
and  presented  to  JSeratina  bank  notes  to  the 
amount  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  defray  tlie 
necessary  expense  other  wedding  ornaments. 

All  the  previous  steps  being  taken  for  the 
Bolemnization  of  this  interesting  event,  and 
the  hour  of  appointment  arrived,  the  bridc- 
(rroom,  accomi)anied  by  his  father-in-law, 
hastened  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  which 
was  the  vestry-room  of  the  church  we  have 
already  described,  where  they  were  received 
by  the  good  clergyman  in  his  canonicals ;  and 
here  thev  had  not  waited  many  minutes, 
when  thev  were  joined  by  Madam  Clement 
and  the  amiable  bride,  escorted  by  the  friendly 
phvsician,  who  had  all  along  borne  such  a 
share  in  their  concerns.  Seratina  was  dressed 
in  a  sack  of  white  satin,  and  the  ornaments 
of  her  head  were  adjusted  in  the  Spanish 
tUshion,  which  gave  a  peculiar  air  to  her 
appearance,  and  an  additional  spirit  to  those 
attractions  which  engaged  the  heart  of  each 
beholder.  There  was  nothing  remarkable  in 
the  habit  of  Renaldo,  who  had  copied  the 
plainness  and  elegance  of  his  mistress ;  but, 
when  she  entered  the  place,  his  features  were 
animated  with  a  double  proportion  of  vivacity, 
and  their  eyes  meeting,  seemed  to  kindle  a 
blaze  which  diffused  warmth  and  joy  through 
the  countenances  of  all  present. 

After  a  short  pause  her  father  led  her  to 
the  altar,  and  gave  her  away  to  the  trans- 
ported Renaldo,  before  the  priest,  who  per- 
formed the  ceremony,  and  bestowed  the  nup- 
tial benediction  on  this  enraptured  pair. 
Tlie  sanction  of  the  church  being  thus  ob- 
tained, thev  withdrew  into  the  vestry,  where 
Melvil  sealed  his  title  on  her  rosy  lips,  and 
presented  his  wife  to  the  company,  who 
embraced  her  in  their  turns,  with  fervent 
wishes  for  their  mutual  happiness. 

Though  the  scene  of  this  transaction  was 
remote  from  any  inhabited  neiglibourhood, 
the  church  was  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of 
people,  who,  with  uncommon  demonstration 
of  surprise  and  admiration,  petitioned  heaven 
to  bless  so  fair  a  couple.  Such,  indeed,  was 
their  eagerness  to  see  them,  that  some  lives 
were  endantrered  by  the  pressure  of  the  crowd, 
which  attended  them  with  loud  acclamations 
to  the  coach,  after  the  bridegroom  had  de- 
posited in  the  hands  of  the  minister  one 
iiundred  pounds,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
of  that  parish,  and  thrown  several  handfuls  of 
money  among  the  multitude.  Scrafina  re-em- 
barked in  Madam  Clement's  convenience, 
t\'ith  that  good  ladv  and  Don  Dieofo,  while 
Renaldo.  with  the  clergyman  and  doctor,  fol- 
lowed in  Joshua's  coach,  to  a  pleasant  country 
house  upon  the  Thames,  at  the  distance  of  a 
few  miles  from  Ix)ndon.  This  the  .Tew  iiad 
norrowed  from  the  owner  for  a  few  days,  and 
there  thev  were  received  by  that  lionest  He- 
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brew,  who  had  provided  a  very  elegant  enter- 
tainment for  the  occasion :  he  had  also 
bespoken  a  small  but  excellent  band  of  music, 
which  regaled  their  ears  while  they  sat  at 
dinner;  and  the  at'ternoon  being  calm  and 
serene,  he  prevailed  on  them  to  take  the  air 
on  the  river,  in  a  barge  which  he  had  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose. 

But  notwithstanding  this  diversity  of  amuse- 
ment.. Renaldo  would  tiave  found  it  the  longest 
day  he  had  ever  j)assed,  had  not  his  imagina- 
tion been  diverted  by  an  incident  which  cm- 
ployed  his  attention  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  evening.  They  had  drunk  tea, 
and  engaged  in  a  party  at  whist,  when  they 
were  surprised  with  a  noise  of  contention 
from  a  public  house  that  fronted  the  windows 
of  the  apartment  in  which  they  sat.  Alarmed 
at  this  uproar,  they  forsook  their  cards,  and, 
throwing  up  the  casement,  beheld  a  hearse 
surrounded  by  four  men  on  horseback,  who 
had  stopped  the  carriage,  and  violently  pulled 
the  driver  from  his  seat.  This  uncommon 
arrest  had  engaged  the  curiosity  of  the  pub- 
lican's  family,  who  stood  at  the  door  to  ob- 
serve the  consequence,  when  all  of  a  sudden 
appeared  a  person  in  canonicals, well  mounted, 
who,  riding  up  to  those  who  maltreated  the 
driver,  bestowed  upon  one  of  them  such  a 
blow  with  the  butt-end  of  his  whip,  as  laid 
him  sprawling  on  the  ground  ;  and,  springing 
from  his  saddle  upon  the  bo.\,  took  the  reins 
into  his  own  hand,  swearing,  with  great 
vehemence,  that  he  would  murder  every  man 
who  should  attempt  to  obstruct  the  hearse. 

The  good  priest  who  had  married  Renaldo 
was  not  a  little  scandalized  at  this  ferocious 
behaviour  in  a  clergyman,  and  could  not  help 
saying  aloud  he  was  a  disgrace  to  the  cloth 
when  the  horseman,  looking  up  to  the  win 

dow,  replied, — "  Sir,  may  I  be  d d  if  an\ 

man  in  England  hai?  a  greater  respect  for  the 
cloth  than  I  have ;  but  at  ])resent  I  am  quite 
distracted."  So  saying,  he  whipped  up  the 
horses,  and  had  actually  disentangled  the 
hearse  from  those  who  surrounded  it,  when 
he  was  opposed  by  another  troop,  one  of 
whom  alighted  with  great  expedition,  and 
cut  the  harness,  so  that  he  could  not  possi- 
bly proceed.  Findinghimself  thus  driven  to 
bay,  he  leaped  upon  the  ground,  and  exercised 
his  weapon  witli  such  amazing  strength  and 
agility,  that  several  of  his  antagonists  were 
left  motionless  on  the  field,  before  he  was 
overpowered  and  disarmed  by  dint  of  num- 
bers, who  assailed  him  on  all  sides. 

Tlie  mad  parson  being  thus  taken  prisoner, 
an  elderly  person,  of  a  very  prepossessing 
appearance,  went  up  to  the  hearse,  and,  uti- 
bolting  the  door,  a  young  lady  sprung  out, 
and,  shrieking,  ran  directly  to  the  public 
house,  to  the  infinite  astonishment  and  affright 
of  the  whole  family,  who  believed  it  was  the 
spirit  of  the  deceased  person  whose  body  lay 
in  the  carriage.  Renaldo,  who  was  with 
difHcultv  restrained  from  interposing  in  behalf 
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of  the  clergyman  against  such  odds,  no  sooner 
perceived  lliis  apparition,  than  supposing  her 
to  be  some  distressed  damsel,  his  quixotism 
au'oko,  lie  descended  in  an  instant,  and  rushed 
into  the  house  among  those  that  pursued  the 
fair  phantom.  Don  Diego  and  tlie  physician 
took  the  same  road,  while  the  real  clergy- 
man and  Joshua  tarried  wilii  tlie  ladies,  who 
were  by  this  time  very  much  interested  in 
the  event. 

Melvil  found  the  young  lady  in  the  hands 
of  the  old  gentleman  who  had  released  her 
from  the  hearse,  and  who  now  bitterly  up- 
braided her  for  her  folly  and  disobedience  ; 
.vhile  she  protested  with  great  vivacity,  that, 
whatever  she  might  suffer  from  his  severity, 
she  would  never  submit  to  the  hateful  match 
he  had  proposed,  nor  break  the  promise  she 
had  already  made  to  the  gentleman  who  had 
now  attempted  to  rescue  her  from  the  tyranny 
of  a  cruel  father.  This  declaration  was  fol- 
owcd  by  a  i)lentiful  shower  of  tears,  which 
the  father  could  not  behold  with  nnmoistened 
eyes,  although  he  reviled  her  with  marks  of 
uncommon  displeasure  ;  and,  turning  to  the 
count, — "  I  appeal  to  you,  sir,"  said  he, 
"  whether  I  have  not  reason  to  curse  the 
jndutiful  obstinacy  of  that  pert  baggage,  and 
renounce  her  for  ever  as  an  alien  to  my  blood. 
She  has  for  some  months  been  solicited  in 
marriage  by  an  honest  citizen,  a  thirty  thou- 
sand ])ound  man  ;  and,  instead  of  listening 
lo  such  an  advantageous  proposal,  she  hath 
bestowed  her  heart  upon  a  young  fellow  not 
worth  a  groat.  Ah  !  you  degenerate  hussy, 
this  comes  of  your  plays  and  romances.  If 
thy  mother  were  not  a  woman  of  an  unex- 
ceptionable life  and  conversation,  I  should 
verily  believe  thou  art  no  child  of  mine.  Run 
iway  with  a  beggar  !  for  shame  !" 

"  I  suppose,"  replied  Renaldo,  "  the  person 
lo  whom  your  daughter's  affection  inclines 
is  that  clergyman  who  exerted  himself  so 
manfully  at  tiie  door."  "  Clergyman  !"  cried 
(he  other,  "  adad  !  he  has  more  of  the  devil 
than  the  church  about  him.  A  ruffian  !  he 
has,  for  anght  I  know,  murdered  the  wortliy 
gentleman  whom  I  intended  for  my  son-in- 
law  ;  and  tlie  rogue,  if  I  had  not  kept  out  of 
his  way,  would,  I  suppose,  have  served  me 
with  the  same  sauce :  me  !  who  have  been 
iiis  master  for  many  years,  and  had  resolved 
to  make  a  man  of  him.  Sir,  he  was  my  own 
clerk,  and  this  is  the  return  I  have  met  with 
from  the  serpent  which  I  cherished  in  my 
bosom." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of 
the  citizen  for  whom  he  had  expressed  such 
concern.  Tliat  gentleman  liad  received  a 
contusion  upon  one  eye,  by  which  the  sight 
was  altogether  obstructed  ;  so  that  he  con- 
cluded he  should  never  retrieve  the  use  of 
that  organ,  and  with  great  clamour  took  all 
the  spectators  to  witness  the  injury  he  had 
sustained  :  ho  entered  the  room  with  mani- 
fest  pcrlurbalion,  demanded  satisfaction  of 


the  father,  .ind  peremptorily  declared  it 
should  not  be  a  lost  eye  to  him,  if  there  was 
law  in  England.  This  unseasonable  de- 
mand,  and  the  boisterous  manner  in  which 
it  was  made,  did  not  at  all  suit  tlie  present 
humour  of  the  old  gentleman,  who  told  him 
peevishly  he  owed  him  no  eye,  and  bade  him 
go  and  ask  reparation  of  the  person  who  had 
done  him  wrong. 

The  young  lady  snatching  this  favourable 
occasion,  earnestly  entreated  Melvil  and  his 
company  to  intercede  with  her  father  in  be- 
half of  her  lover,  who,  she  assured  them,  waa 
a  young  gentleman  of  a  good  family,  and 
uncommon  merit ;  and,  in  compliance  with 
her  request,  they  invited  him  and  his  daugh- 
ter to  the  house  in  which  they  lodged,  where 
they  would  be  disencumbered  of  the  crowd 
which  this  dispute  had  gathered  together, 
and  more  at  leisure  to  consult  about  the 
measures  necessary  to  be  taken.  The  old 
gentleman  thanked  them  for  their  courtesy, 
which  he  did  not  think  proper  to  refuse ; 
and  while  he  led,  or  rather  hauled,  made- 
moiselle over  the  way,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Castilian,  Renaldo  set  the  lover  at  liberty, 
made  him  a  tender  of  his  good  offices,  and 
advised  him  to  wait  at  the  public  house  foi 
a  happy  issue  of  the  negotiation. 

The  pseudo-parson  was  very  much  affect, 
ed  by  this  generous  proffer,  for  which  lio 
made  suitable  acknowledgements,  and  pro- 
tested before  God  he  would  die  a  thousand 
deaths  rather  than  part  with  his  dear  Char- 
lotte. Her  father  no  sooner  entered  the 
apartment,  than  he  was  known  by  Joshua  to 
be  a  considerable  trader  in  the  city  of  London : 
and  the  merchant  was  glad  to  find  himself 
among  his  acquaintance.  He  was  so  full  of 
the  story  which  had  brouglit  him  thither, 
that  he  liad  scarce  sat  down,  when  he  began 
to  complain  of  his  hard  fate,  in  having  an 
only  cliild,  who  was  so  mean,  stubborn,  and 
contumacious  ;  and  every  sentence  was  con- 
cluded with  an  apostrophe  of  reproaches  to 
the  delinquent. 

The  Jew  having  allowed  him  to  ring  out 
his  alarm,  condoled  his  misfortune,  and 
gravely  counselled  the  young  lady  to  wean 
her  affections  from  such  an  unworthy  object  ; 
for  he  supposed  her  favourite  was  a  man  of 
no  principle  or  liberal  endowments,  other- 
wise her  father  would  not  exclaim  so  bitterly 
against  her  conduct.  Charlotte,  who  wanted 
neither  beauty  nor  understanding,  assureci 
him,  that  her  lover's  character  was  in  all  re- 
spects unblemitdied;  for  the  truth  of  which 
assertion  she  appealed  to  her  papa,  who 
owned,  with  reluctance,  that  the  young  man 
was  a  gentleman  by  birth,  that  he  iiad  served 
him  with  remarkable  diligence  and  integrity, 
and  that  his  accomplishments  wore  far  su- 
perior to  his  station  in  life.  "  But  then," 
said  he,  "  the  fellow  has  not  a  shilling  of  hie 
own,  and  would  you  have  me  give  av-'ay  my 
dautjhter  to  a  beggar}" 
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"God  forbid!"  criod  the  Jew,  "I  always 
understood  you  poseesscd  an  ample  tbrlune, 
and  am  sirry  to  fiiul  it  otherwise."  "  Other- 
wise !"  rephed  the  citizen,  with  some  acri- 
mony, "take  cure  what  you  say,  sir;  a 
merchant's  credit  is  not  to  be  tampered 
with."  "  I  hc^  your  pardon,"  answered  tiie 
Hebrew,  "  I  concluded  tliat  your  circum- 
Btances  were  bad,  because  you  objected  to 
the  poverty  of  the  younfj  man,  after  you  had 
DWned  he  was  possessed  of  every  other 
qualification  to  make  your  daughter  ha|)py  ; 
for  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  you  would 
thwart  her  inclinations,  or  seek  to  render  an 
only  child  miserable,  on  account  of  an 
obstacle  wiiich  you  yourself  could  easily  re- 
move. Let  us  suppose  you  can  atfurd  to 
give  with  your  daughter  ten  thousand  pounds, 
which  would  enable  this  young  man  to  live 
with  credit  and  reputation,  and  engage  ad- 
vantageously in  trade,  for  which  you  say  he  is 
well  qualified ;  the  alternative  then  will  be, 
whether  you  would  rather  see  her  m  the 
arms  of  a  deserving  youth  whom  she  loves, 
enjoying  all  the  comforts  of  life,  with  a 
moderate  fortune,  which  it  will  always  be  in 
your  own  power  to  improve,  or  tied  for  life 
to  a  moneyed  man  whom  she  detests,  cursing 
her  hard  fate,  and  despising  that  superfluity 
of  wealth,  in  spite  of  which  she  finds  herself 
BO  truly  wretched." 

The  old  gentleman  seemed  to  be  startled 
at  this  observation,  which  was  reinforced  by 
ll;naldo's  saying,  that  he  would,  moreover, 
enjoy  the  unutterable  pleasure  of  giving 
happiness  to  a  worthy  man,  whose  gratitude 
would  co-operate  with  his  love  in  approving 
himself  a  dutiful  son,  as  well  as  an  afiec- 
tionate  husband.  He  then  represented  tiie 
family  disquiets  and  dismal  tragedies  pro- 
duced from  such  mercenary  and  compulsive 
matches;  and  in  conclusion  related  the  story 
of  Don  Diego  and  his  daughter,  which,  when 
the  merchant  heard,  he  started  up  with  marks 
.■»f  terror  in  his  countenance,  and,  throwing 
'ip  the  casement,  called  upon  Valentine  with 
4Tcat  vociferation.  This  was  the  name  of 
(lis  daughter's  admirer,  who  no  sooner  heard 
>he  sununons,  than  he  flew  to  the  spot  from 
whence  it  carne  ;  and  the  merchant,  without 
any  further  preamble,  seizing  his  hand,  joined 
it  with  that  of  Charlotte,  saying  with  great 
trepidation, — "  Here,  take  her,  in  the  name 
if  God,  and  thank  this  honourable  company 
for  your  good  fortune." 

The  lovers  were  transported  with  exquisite 
joy  at  this  sudden  determination  in  their 
favour.  Valentine  having  kissed  the  hand 
of  his  mistress  with  all  the  eagerness  of 
rapture,  and  acknowledged  the  merchant's 
generosity,  paid  his  respects  to  the  ladies 
with  a  very  polite  address,  and,  with  demon- 
Btrations  of  uncommon  gratitude  and  sensi- 
bility, thanked  the  gentlemen,  and  the  count 
in  particular,  for  their  good  offices,  to  which 
be  Attributed  the  happiness  he  now  enjovcd. 
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While  Seralinaand  Madam  Clement  caressed 
the  amiable  Charlotte,  the  rest  of  the  company 
congratulated  her  admirer  upon  his  choice 
and  success  ;  though  the  clergyman  could 
not  help  reprehending  him  for  profaning  the 
sacerdotal  habit. 

Valentine  heartily  asked  pardon  for  having 
given  sucli  cause  of  oflbucc,  and  hoped  he 
should  be  forgiven,  as  it  was  a  disguise  which 
he  thought  absolutely  necessary  for  the  exe- 
cution of  a  scheme  upon  which  his  happiness 
altogether  depended.  He  then,  at  tJie  re- 
quest of  Renaldo,  unfolded  tne  mystery  of 
the  hearse,  by  giving  them  to  understand, 
that  Charlotte's  father,  having  got  inkling  of 
their  mutual  passion,  had  dismissed  his  clerk, 
and  conveyed  his  daughter  to  a  country  house 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  in  order  to 
cut  oil" their  correspondence.  Netwithstand- 
ing  these  precautions,  tlioy  had  found  means 
to  communicate  with  each  other  by  letters, 
which  were  managed  by  a  third  person  :  and 
his  rival  being  very  importunate  in  his  solici- 
tations, they  had  concerted  the  expedient 
of  the  hearse,  which  he  provided,  and  con- 
ducted through  a  road  contiguous  to  the  end 
of  the  merchant's  garden,  wliere  Charlotte, 
being  apprised  of  the  design,  waited  for  its 
approach,  and  embarked  in  it  without  hesita- 
tion. Valentine  thought  himself  sufficiently 
screened  from  discovery  by  his  disguise:  but 
lie  was  unfortunately  met  by  a  servant  of  the 
family,  who  recollected  his  features,  and  im- 
mediately gave  the  alarm ;  upon  which  the 
father  and  his  friends  took  horse,  and  pursued 
them  by  two  diflcrent  roads,  until  they  were 
overtaken  at  this  place. 

He  had  scarce  linished  tliis  short  relation, 
when  his  rival  bluntly  entering  the  apart- 
ment, with  a  handkerchief  tied  round  his  eye, 
committed  Valentine  to  the  charge  of  a  con- 
stable who  attended  him,  by  a  warrant  from 
a  justice  of  the  peace  in  that  neighbourhood: 
and  threatened  to  prosecute  the  merchant  on 
an  action  of  damages  for  the  loss  of  an  eye, 
which  he  said  he  had  sustained  in  his  service. 
The  company  endeavoured  to  appease  this 
citizen,  by  representing  that  his  misfortune 
was  no  other  than  a  common  intlammation  ; 
nor  was  it  owing  to  malice  aforethought,  but 
entirely  to  the  precipitate  passion  of  an  in- 
censed young  man,  who,  by  the  bye.  acted  in 
liis  own  deience.  At  the  same  time,  the 
merchant  promised  to  make  any  reasonable 
satisfaction  ;  upon  which  the  other  demanded, 
an  obligation,  importing  that  he  would,  in 
ten  days  trom  the  date,  bestow  upon  him  hia. 
daughter  in  marriage,  with  a  portion  of 
fifteen  thoiisauJ  pounds,  or,  in  case  of  failure, 
pay  him  double  the  sum. 

The  merchant,  exasperated  at  this  extr* 
vagant  demand,  told  him  flatly,  he  had 
already  disposed  of  his  daughterto  Valentine., 
who,  he  believed,  was  a  much  more  deserv- 
ing  man;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  wait  upon, 
the  magistrate  who  had  granted  the  warranv 
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in  order  to  give  bail  for  his  future  son-in-law. 
This  was  a  mortifying  declaration  to  the 
plaintiff,  tliough  he  condoled  himself  with 
the  hope  of  being  a  gainer  by  the  loss  of  his 
eye  ;  and,  now  the  pain  was  over,  would  have 
betni  very  sorry  to  find  his  sight  retrieved. 
The  old  gentleman,  Joshua  and  Renaldo,  ac- 
companied the  prisoner  to  the  house  of  the 
justice,  where  he  was  immediately  admitted 
to  bail.  Upon  their  return,  Valentine  shifted 
his  dress,  and  they  supped  tog-ether  with 
great  cordiality  and  mirth,  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  tlie  discarded  lover. 

After  supper,  Don  Diego  walked  a  minuet 
with  Madam  Clement,  for  whom  by  this  time 
he  had  contracted  an  extraordinary  degree 
of  affection.  Valentine  had  the  honour  to 
dance  with  the  incomparable  Serafina,  whose 
beauty  and  attractions  dazzled  the  eyes  of 
the  new  comers,  and  struck  her  bashful 
partner  with  awe  and  confusion  ;  and  Melvil 
presented  his  hand  to  the  agreeable  Charlotte, 
who  performed  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
her  father,  that  he  could  not  help  expressing 
his  joy  and  pride  ;  he  praised  God  for  throw- 
ing him  in  the  way  of  our  company,  and  en- 
gaged the  clergyman  to  unite  the  young 
couple,  after  having  appointed  a  day  for  the 
ceremony,  and  invited  all  present  to  the 
wcddi.'g.  The  evening  having  been  insensi- 
bly consumed  in  these  avocations,  and  the 
night  pretty  far  advanced,  the  ladies  with- 
drew without  ceremony;  and  the  retreat  of 
Serafina  filled  Renaldo's  breast  with  tumult 
and  emotion  ;  his  blood  began  to  flow  in 
impetuous  tides,  his  heart  to  beat  with  re- 
doubled vigour  and  velocity,  while  his  eyes 
seemed  to  flash  with  more  than  human 
splendour :  now  his  imagination  began  to 
anticipate  with  the  enthusiastic  rage  of  an  in- 
spired sibyl ;  he  was  instantaneously  trans- 
ported from  tiie  conversation,  and  every 
nerve  was  braced  to  such  a  degree  of  im- 
patience, that  human  nature  could  not  long 
endure  the  tension. 

He,  therefore,  having  withstood  the  impulse 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  at  length  gave 
way  to  his  impetuosity,  and,  springing  from 
his  friends,  found  himself  in  a  dark  passage, 
at  the  further  end  of  which  he  perceived 
Madam  Clement  coming  out  of  a  chamber 
with  a  light,  which,  at  sight  of  him,  she  set 
down  and  vanished  in  a  moment.  This  was 
the  star  that  pointed  to  his  paradise  :  he 
hailed  the  signal,  encored  the  apartment,  and, 
.ike  a  lion  rushing  on  his  prey,  approached 
the  nuptial  bed  where  Serafina,  surrounded 
by  all  the  graces  of  beauty,  softness,  senti- 
ment, and  truth,  .ay  trembling  as  a  victim  at 
•the  altar,  and  strove  to  hide  her  blushes  from 
hie;  view — the  door  was  shut — the  light  ex- 
tinguished— he  owned  his  lot  was  more  than 
mortal  man  could  claim. 

Here  let  me  draw  the  decent  veil,  that 
ought  to  shade  the  sacred  mysteries  of  Hy- 
men.    Away,  unhallowed  scoffers,  who  pro- 


fane,  with  idle  pleasantrj>  or  immodest  hint 
these  holy  rites ;  and  leave  those  happy 
lovers  to  enjoy,  in  one  another's  arms,  un- 
utterable bliss,  the  well-earned  palm  of  virtue 
and  of  constancy,  which  had  undergone  the 
most  severe  refinement.  A  more  deser\'ing 
pair  night's  curtain  shrouds  not  in  its  dark 
extent. 

The  thoughts  of  Renaldo's  felicity  threw  a 
damp  on  the  spirits  of  Valentine,  who  saw 
the  term  of  his  probation  protracted  a  few 
days  longer,  and  could  not  help  wishing  in 
his  heart  tiiat  he  had  achieved  tlie  adventure 
which  would  have  abridged  his  expectation, 
though  at  the  expense  of  the  old  gentleman's 
displeasure.  He  filled  a  bumper  to  the 
health  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom,  and, 
throwing  up  his  eyes  with  marks  of  admira- 
tion, exclaimed, — "  How  happy  is  the  count ! 
alas  !  five  days  longer  must  I  rein  my  im- 
patience  !"  "  It  is  but  reasonable,  you  rogue, 
that  your  better  should  have  the  start  of 
you,"  said  the  merchant,  who  did  him  jus- 
tice in  the  glass,  and  counselled  him  to 
drown  his  impatience  with  good  claret. 
The  youth  followed  his  advice,  and  it  was 
late  before  the  company  retired  to  rest. 

These  citizens,  however,  resolved  to  seize 
an  opportunity  of  rallying  the  new-married 
couple  according  to  custom,  and  with  that 
view  arose  early  in  the  morning,  on  the 
supposition  of  finding  them  still  asleep;  but 
they  were  not  a  little  surprised,  when  they 
entered  the  breakfasting  room,  to  see  Re- 
naldo,  and  his  amiable  bed-fellow,  already 
dressed,  and  waiting  to  do  the  honours  of  the 
house.  The  old  gentleman  would  fain  have 
cracked  a  joke  upon  their  extraordinary  dis- 
patch ;  but  he  was  so  much  overawed  by  the 
dignity,  and  tamed  by  the  sweetness  of 
Serafina's  carriage,  that  he  durst  not  give 
utterance  to  his  cojiception ;  and  Valentine 
stood  silent  and  abashed,  as  in  the  presence 
of  a  superior  b?ing.  Afler  breakfast,  these 
gentlemen  and  Charlotte  again  expressed 
their  sense  of  the  obligations  they  owed  to 
this  happy  family,  repeated  their  invitation 
and  taking  leave,  returned  to  London  in  a 
coach  that  was  provided  over  night. 

Our  friends  being  thus  left  to  themselves, 
Don  Diego  turning  towards  Melvil,  "  Now," 
said  he,  "  that  I  have  yielded  to  the  impa- 
tience of  your  love,  as  well  as  to  the  eagerness 
of  my  own  desire  to  make  you  happy,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  interrupt,  for  a  little  while,  the 
stream  of  your  mutual  pleasure,  and  propose 
a  melancholy  excursion,  which,  iiowever, 
will  not  be  wholly  void  of  enjoyment.  I  hiive 
too  long  delayed  the  performance  of  my  duty 
to  Antonia's  grave.  Let  us  spend  tlje  fore- 
noon in  that  pious  pilgrimage  : — I  will  drop 
a  few  tears  to  the  memory  of  that  excellent 
woman,  and  never  afterwards  shall  my  friends 
be  troubled  with  my  grief" 

The  proposal  being  universally  approved, 
they  set  out  for  the  place,  which  had  oft  been 
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visited  by  the  gentle  Seralina,  who  conducted 
her  fa  her  to  a  black  marble  etone,  which 
Renakio  had  ordered  to  be  laid  over  the 
tjrave  ;  and,  as  he  kneeled  to  kiss  the  monu- 
ment, he  perceived  this  plain  inscription  in 
the  Spanish  tontruo, — Antonia  de  Zelos 
primera  en  todo  lo  que  cs  ser  hueno,  y  sin 
segiindo  en  todo  lo  que  ftie  ser  desdichado, 
ifuedad  con  dios  I  tliat  is,  Antonia  de  Zelos, 
unmatched  in  virtue,  and  unequalled  in 
•nisfortune,  adieu  .'  "  O  faithful  record  !" 
cried  the  Castilian,  sniitiniif  liis  breast,  while 
his  tears  distilled  upon  the  marble,  "thy 
goodness  was  the  gift  of  Heaven,  but  thy 
misfortunes  were  derived  from  the  guilt  of 
Don  Diego:  yet  his  sorrow  shall  expiate  his 
offence,  and  his  penitence  find  favour  in  the 
sight  of  Heaven  I — Rest,  rest,  ill  fated  virtue  ! 
— Eternal  peace  shall  guard  thy  tomb,  and 
angels  minister  to  thy  unspotted  shade;  nor 
shall  thine  ashes  lie  in  dark  obscurity  ;  here 
will  I  raise  a  monument  more  suited  to  thy 
excellency  and  name."  Serafina  melted 
with  filial  tenderness,  nor  were  the  rest  un- 
•noved  at  this  affecting  scene,  which  Don 
Diego  did  not  quit  without  reluctance. 


CHAPTER  IJCVn. 

The  longest  and  the  last. 

The  nature  of  this  visit  had  sofiened  every 
heart,  and  saddened  every  countenance;  and 
they  walked  in  solemn  silence  to  the  other 
•ide  of  the  churchyard,  in  order  to  regain 
their  carriages  ;  when,  at  the  turning  of  the 
style,  they  saw  a  young  woman,  in  wretched 
attire,  running  out  of  a  poor  habitation, 
v/ringing  her  hands  in  all  tlie  agony  of  de- 
spair. Notwithstanding  the  distraction  in  her 
countenance,  and  the  meanness  of  her  ap- 
parel, she  discovered  a  regularity  of  features, 
and  a  delicacy  of  air,  which  did  not  at  all 
correspond  with  the  misery  of  her  equipage. 
These  exhibitions  of  extreme  distress  soon 
attracted  the  notice  and  compassion  of  our 
company,  and  Melvil's  beauteous  help-mate, 
accosting  this  forlorn  damsel  with  a  pity- 
breathing  aspect,  asked  the  cause  of  her 
disorder. 

"  Alas  !  dear  lady,"  cried  the  other,  with 
all  the  emphasis  of  woe,  "  an  unhappy  gentle- 
man now  breathes  his  last,  within  this  in- 
hospitable hovel,  amidst  such  excess  of  misery 
as  would  melt  the  most  flmty  bosom  :  what 
then  must  I  feel  who  am  connected  with  him 
by  the  strongest  ties  of  love  and  conjugal 
Rffection  !"  *'  Who  is  the  unfortunate  ob- 
ject V  said  the  physician.  "He  was  once 
well  known  in  the  gay  world,"  replied  the 
70ung  woman:  "his  name  is  Fathom." 
Every  individual  of  the  company  started  at 
mention  of  that  detested  name.  Sorafina 
legan  to  tremble  with  emotion  ;  and  Rcnal- 
do    after  a  short  pause,  declared   he  would 


go  in,  not  with  a  view  to  exult  over  his 
misery,  but  in  order  to  contemplate  the 
catastrophe  of  such  a  wicked  life,  that  the  mo- 
ral might  be  the  more  deeply  engraved  on 
his  remembrance.  Tiie  young  countess, 
whoso  tender  heart  could  not  bear  the  shock 
of  such  a  s])ectacle,  retired  to  the  coach  with 
Madam  Clement  and  the  Jew,  while  Rcnal- 
do,  accompanied  by  the  rest,  entered  a  dismal 
aj)arlment,  altogether  void  of  furniture  and 
convenience,  where  they  beheld  the  wretched 
hero  of  these  memoirs  stretched  almost 
naked  upon  straw,  insensible,  convulsed,  and 
seemingly  in  the  grasp  of  death.  He  was 
worn  to  the  bone  cither  by  famine  or  dis- 
temper; his  face  was  overshadowed  with 
hair  and  filth;  his  eyes  were  sunk,  glazed, 
and  distorted  ;  his  nostrils  dilated  ;  his  lips 
covered  with  a  black  slough  ;  and  his  com- 
plexion faded  into  a  pale  clay-colour,  tending 
to  a  yellow  hue  ;  in  a  word,  the  extremity  of 
indigence,  squalor,  and  distress,  could  not 
be  more  feelingly  represented. 

While  Melvil  perused  this  melancholy 
lesson,  and,  groaning,  cried, — "Behold  the 
fate  of  man,"  he  perceived  a  letter  in  the 
right  hand  of  the  unfortunate  Fathom,  which 
lay  fast  clenched  across  his  breast.  Curious 
to  know  the  contents  of  tiiis  paper,  which  the 
young  woman  said  he  had  kept  in  that 
position  for  several  days,  he  drew  nearer  the 
wretched  couch,  and  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised to  see  it  addressed  to  the  Right  Hon- 
ourable Renaldo  Count  de  Melvil,  to  the  care 
of  Mr  Joshua  Manasseh,  merchant  in  London. 
When  he  attempted  to  disengage  this  billet 
from  the  author's  hand,  the  sorrowing  female 
fell  on  her  knees,  entreating  him  to  desist, 
and  telling  him  she  had  promised,  upon  oath, 
to  communicate  the  contents  to  no  person 
upon  earth,  but  to  carry  the  letter,  upon  her 
husband's  decease,  to  the  gentleman  to  whose 
care  it  was  directed. 

Renaldo  assured  her,  upon  his  honour, 
that  he  was  the  very  Renaldo  Count  de 
Melvil,  for  whom  it  was  intended  ;  and  the 
young  creature  was  so  much  confounded  at 
this  information,  that  before  she  could  re- 
collect herself,  Melvil  had  opened  the  billet, 
and  read  these  words. — "  If  this  paper 
should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  noble  Re 
naldo,  he  will  understand  that  Fathom  was 
the  most  execrable  traitor  that  ever  imposed 
upon  unsuspecting  benevolence,  or  attempt- 
ed to  betray  a  generous  benefactor.  His 
whole  life  was  a  series  of  fraud,  perfidy,  and 
the  most  abominable  ingratitude:  but,  of  ail 
the  crimes  that  lay  heavy  upon  his  soul,  his 
being  accessary  to  the  death  of  the  incom- 
parable Serafina,  whose  father  he  had  also 
robbed,  was  that  for  which  he  despaired  of 
Heaven's  forgiveness,  notwithstanding  the 
dreadful  compunction  and  remorse  which 
have  long  preyed  upon  his  heart,  togethei 
with  the  incredible  misery  and  deplorable 
death  which  by  this  time  he  hath  undergonv! 
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Though  these  suflerings  and  sorrows  cannot 
atone  for  liis  enormous  guilt,  perhaps  they 
will  excite  the  compassion  of  the  humane 
Count  de  Melvil ;  at  least,  this  confession, 
which  my  conscience  dictates  under  all  the 
terrors  of  death  and  futurity,  may  be  a  warn- 
ing for  him  to  avoid  henceforth  a  smiling 
villain,  like  the  execrable  Fathom,  upon 
whose  miserable  soul  Almighty  God  have 
morcy." 

llenaldo  was  deeply  affected  with  the  con- 
tents of  this  scroll,  which  denoted  such  hor- 
ror and  despair.  He  saw  there  could  be  no 
disaimuJation  or  sinister  design  in  this  pro- 
fftHsion  of  penitence:  he  beheld  the  condition 
of  the  writer,  which  put  all  his  humane  pass- 
ions'in  commotion;  so  that  he  remembered 
nothing  of  PMhom  but  his  present  distress. 
Ho  could  scarce  contain  those  indications 
which  might  have  been  justly  deemed  the 
eftect  of  weakness  and  infirmity  ;  and  having 
desired  the  physician  and  clergyman  to  con- 
tribute their  assistance  for  the  benefit  of 
that  wretch's  soul  and  body,  he  ran  to  the 
coach,  and  communicated  the  letter  to  the 
Indies  ;  at  the  same  time  drawing  a  picture 
of  the  object  he  had  seen,  which  brought 
tears  into  the  eyes  of  the  gentle  Serafina, 
who  earnestly  entreated  her  lord  to  use  his 
endeavours  for  the  relief  and  recovery  of  the 
unhappy  man,  that  he  might,  if  possible,  live 
to  enjoy  t!ie  benefit  of  mature  repentance, 
nni  not  die  in  that  dreadful  despair  which 
he  manifested  in  the  letter. 

Renaldo,  returning  to  the  house,  found  the 
pious  clergyman  reading  prayers  with  great 
fervency,  while  Don  Diego  stood  with  his 
right  hand  upon  his  breast,  lookingsteadfastly 
upon  the  agonized  Fathom,  and  the  young 
woman  kneeling,  with  her  streaming  eyes 
lifted  up  to  Heaven,  in  an  ecstasy  of  grief 
rind  devotion  :  the  physician  had  run  to  an 
apotliocary's  shop  in  the  neighbourhood,  from 
whence  he  soon  returned  with  an  assistant, 
who  applied  a  large  blister  to  the  back  of  the 
miserable  patient,  while  the  female,  by  the 
doctor's  direction,  moistened  his  mouth  with 
!i  cordial  which  he  had  prescribed. 

These  charitable  steps  being  taken,  Count 
de  Melvil  entreated  the  apothecary's  servant 
Ui  procure  a  tent-bed  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  sick  person  with  all  imaginable  de- 
spatch ;  and,  in  less  than  an  hour,  one  was 
actually  pitched,  and  Fathom  lifted  into  it, 
afler  he  had  been  shifted,  and  in  some  mea- 
Biire  purified  from  the  dregs  of  his  indigence. 
During  this  transaction  the  ladies  were  con- 
ducted to  a  tavern  not  far  off,  where  dinner 
was  bespoke,  that  they  might  be  at  hand  to 
Kce  the  effect  of  their  charity,  which  was  not 
•onfined  to  what  wc  have  already  described, 
but  extended  so  far,  that,  in  a  little  time,  the 
apartment  was  comfortably  furnished,  and 
the  young  creature  provided  with  chari;Te  of 
npparel,  and  money  to  procure  the  necessa- 
«e<?  of  subsistence. 


Notwithstanding  all  their  care,  the  w  retch- 
ed Fathom  still  remained  insensible,  a.idtho 
doctor  pronounced  a  very  unfavourable  p  og- 
nostic,  while  he  ordered  a  pair  of  additicnal 
vesicatories  to  be  laid  upon  his  arms,  and 
other  proper  medicines  to  be  administered. 
After  dinner,  the  ladies  ventured  to  visit  the 
place,  and  when  Serafina  crossed  the  thres. 
hold,  the  weeping  female  fell  at  her  feet,  and, 
kissing  her  robe,  exclaimed, — "  Sure  you  are 
an  angel  from  heaven." 

The  alteration  in  her  dress  had  made  a 
ver}'-  agreeable  change  in  her  appearance,  so 
that  the  counte.=s  could  now  look  upon 
her  without  shuddering  at  her  distress  ;  and, 
as  Fathom  was  not  in  a  condition  to  be  dis- 
turbed, she  took  this  opportunit}'  of  inquiring 
by  what  steps  that  unfortunate  wretch  was 
conveyed  from  the  prison,  in  which  shf; 
knew  he  had  been  confined,  to  the  place 
where  he  now  lay  in  such  extremity  ;  and  by 
what  occurrence  he  had  found  a  wife  in  such 
an  abyss  of  misfortune.  Hero  the  other's 
tears  began  to  flov/  afresh.  "  I  am  asham.ed," 
said  she,  "  to  reveal  my  own  folly  ;  yet  I  dare 
not  refuse  a  satisfaction  of  this  kind  to  a  per- 
son wlio  lias  laid  nie  under  such  signal  obli- 
gations." 

She  tlien  proceeded  to  relate  her  story,  by 
which  it  appeared,  she  v/as  no  other  than 
the  fair  and  unhappy  Elinor,  whom  the  art- 
ful Fathom  had  debauched  upon  his  first 
arrival  in  town,  in  the  manner  already  de- 
scribed in  these  memoirs.  "  Heaven,"  con- 
tinued she,  "  v.-as  pleased  to  restore  the  use 
of  my  reason,  which  I  had  lost  v.'hen  I  found 
myself  abandoned  by  the  count;  but  all  my 
connexion  v/ith  my  own  family  being  en- 
tirely cut  off,  and  every  door  shut  against  a 
poor  creature  who  could  procure  no  recom- 
mendation, except  the  certificate  signed  by 
the  physician  of  Bedlam,  which,  instead  or 
introducing  me  to  service,  was  an  insur- 
mountable objection  to  my  character ;  1 
found  myself  destitute  of  all  means  of  sub- 
sistinn-,  unless  I  would  condescend  to  live 
the  infamous  and  wretched  life  of  a  courte- 
zan, an  expedient  rendered  palatable  by  the 
terrors  of  want,  co-operating  with  the  re- 
flection of  the  irretrievable  loss  I  had  already 
sustained.  I  ask  pardon  for  offending  your 
chaste  ears  with  this  impure  confession  of 
my  guilt,  which.  Heaven  knows,  I  then  did, 
and  now  do  look  upon  with  abhorrence  and 
detestation.  I  had  already  forfeited  my  in- 
nocence, and  wanted  resolution  to  encounter 
misery  and  death.  Nevertheless,  before  T 
could  determine  to  embrace  the  condition  of 
a  prostitute,  I  was  one  day  accosted  in  the 
Park  by  an  elderly  gentleman  who  sat  down 
by  me  upon  a  bench,  and,  taking  notice  ot 
the  despondence  wliich  was  evident  in  my 
countenance,  pressed  me  to  make  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  my  misfortune. 
So  much  sympathy  and  good  sense  appeared 
in  his  deportment  and   conversation,  that  1 
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j^-ratificd  liis  request,  and  ho,  in  rcjtiirn  for  my 
•jonridenco,  saved  luo  tVuiii  the  most  horrible 
_;iart  of  iny  prospect,  by  taking  mc  into  liis 
i)rotcction,  and  reserving  mo  for  liis  own  ap- 
petite.    In    this   silniition    I  lived  a.  whole 
year,  until  I  was  deprived  of  my  keeper  by 
an  apoplectic  (it,  and  turned  out  of  doors  by 
his  relations,  who  did  not,  however,  strip  ine 
of  the  clothes  and  movables  which  I  owed 
to  his  bounty.     Far  from  being  as  yet  recon- 
ciled to  a  vicious  life,  I  resolved  to  renounce 
the    paths    of   shame,    and   converting   my 
effects  into  ready  money,  hired  a  small  shop, 
and  furnished  it  with  haberdashery  ware,  in- 
tending to  earn  an  honest  livelihood  by  the 
sale  of  these  connnoditic^;,  together  with  the 
plain  work  in  which  I  hoped  to  be  employed 
so  soon  as  my  talents  should  be  known.    But 
this  scheme  did  not  answer  my  expectation. 
The  goods  spoiled  upon  my  hands,  and,  as  I 
was  a  stranger  in  the  ncigiibourliood,  nobody 
would  intrust  me  with  any  other  business : 
so  that,  notwith.standing  the  most  parsimo- 
nious economy,  I  ran  in  debt  to  my  landlord, 
who  seized  my  effects ;  and  a  hosier,  J'rom 
whom   I   had  received   some    parcels  upon 
credit,  took  out  a  writ  against  me,  by  virtue 
of  which  I  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  in 
the  Marshalsea,  where  I  found  my  first  se- 
ducer.    Good   Heaven !  what  did   I  feel  at 
this  unexpected  meeting,  overwhelmed  as  I 
was  before  with  my  own  distress  !     I  with  a 
loud  scream  fainted  away,  and  when  I  recov- 
ered, found  myselfin  the  arms  of  Mr  Fathom, 
who  wept  over  me  with  great  afliiction.     All 
his  prospects  of  gaiety  liad   now  vanished, 
and  his  heart  was  softened  by  his  own  mis- 
fortunes, to  a  feeling  of  another's  woe,  as 
well  as  to  a  due  sense  of  his  own  guilt.     He 
expressed  the  deepest  sorrow  for  having  been 
the   occasion   of  my  ruin,  endeavoured  to 
comfort  me  with  promise  of  assistance  ;  and, 
mdeed,  by  practising  medicine   among  the 
prisoners,  made  shift  to  keep  us  both  from 
starving.     But  surely  no  sinner  underwent 
such  severe  remorse  as  that  which  he  sulfer- 
ed  during  his  imprisonment.     From  the  day 
of  our  meeting,  I  never  once  saw  him  smile; 
a  melancholy  cloud  continually  overhung  his 
countenance.     He  numbered  the  minutes  by 
his  groans  ;  he  used  to  start  with  horror  from 
Iiis  sleep,  and,  striking  his  breast,  would  ex- 
claim— "  O   Elinor !  I  am  the  worst  of  vil- 
.ains  !"     Sometimes  he  seemed  disordered 
in  his  brain,  and  raved  about  Renaldo  and 
Monimia ;   in   a   word,   his  mind  was  in   a 
dreadful  situation  ;  and  all  his  agonies  were 
communicated  to  mo,  whom  by  this  time  he 
had  married,  in  order  to  make  some  atone- 
ment for  my  wrongs.     Wretched  as  he  then 
was,  I  remembered  the  accomplished  youth 
who  had  captivated  my  virgin  heart ;  the  old 
impressions  still  remained,  I  saw  his  peni- 
tence, pitied  his  misfortune,   and  his   wife 
oeing  dead,  consented  to  join  his  fate,  the 
jeremouy  being  performed  by  a  fallow  pris- 
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oner,  who  was  in  orders.  Though  his  hard- 
hearted creditor  had  no  other  chance  of 
being  paid,  than  that  of  setting  him  at  liberty, 
he  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  all  our  supplications; 
and  this  cruelty  consi)iring  with  the  anguish 
of  my  husband's  own  reflection,  affected  his 
health  and  spirits  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
could  no  longer  earn  the  miserable  pittance 
which  had  Iiitherto  sujjported  our  lives. 
Then  our  calamities  began  to  multiply,  in-' 
digcnce  and  famine  stared  us  in  the  face : 
and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difliculty  tliatwe 
resisted  their  attacks,  by  selling  or  pledging 
our  wearmg  a|)parel,  until  wo  were  lett 
almost  quite  naked,  when  we  found  our- 
selves discharged  by  nn  act  passed  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors.  This  charitable 
law,  which  was  intended  for  a  consolation 
to  tlic  wretched,  proved  to  u.-;  the  most  severe 
disaster;  for  we  were  turned  out  into  the 
streets,  utterly  destitute  of  food,  raiment, 
and  lodging,  at  a  time  when  Mr  Fathom  was 
so  weakened  by  his  distemper,  that  ho  could 
not  stand  alone.  I  supported  him  from  door 
to  door,  imploring  the  compassion  of  charit- 
able Christians,  and  was  at  length  permitted 
to  shelter  him  in  this  miserable  place,  where 
his  disease  gaining  ground,  he  lay  three  day.s 
in  that  deplorable  condition,  from  which  he 
hath  now  been  rescued  (though  I  fear  too 
late)  by  your  humanity  and  benevolence." 

She  shed  a  flood  of  tears  at  the  conclusion 
of  this  mournful  tale,  which  did  not  fail  to 
affect  the  whole  audience,  especially  Sera- 
fina,  who  assured  her,  that  whatever  should 
happen  to  her  husband,  she  might  depend 
upon  finding  favour  and  protection,  provided 
her  conduct  should  correspond  with  her 
professions.  While  this  grateful  creature 
kissed  the  hand  of  her  kind  benefactress, 
Fathom  uttered  a  groan,  began  to  stir  in  the. 
bed,  and  with  a  languid  voice  called  upon 
Elinor,  who  instantly  withdrawing  the  cur- 
tain, presented  the  whole  company  to  his 
view.  He  had  now  retrieved  the  use  of  his 
perception  by  the  ojieration  of  the  blisters, 
which  began  to  torture  him  severely  ;  he 
looked  around  him  with  amazement  and 
affright,  and  distinguishing  the  three  persons 
against  whom  the  chief  arrows  of  his  fraud 
and  treachery  had  been  levelled,  he  conclud- 
ed that  he  was  now  arrived  at  the  land,  of 
departed  souls,  and  that  the  shades  of  those 
whom  he  had  so  grievously  injured  were 
rome  to  see  him  tormented  according  to  his 
demerits. 

Fraught  with  this  notion,  which  v/as  con- 
firmed by  the  bodily  pain  which  ho  felt,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  clergyman  and  Joshua, 
whom  he  mistook  for  the  ministers  of  ven- 
geance, he  cried,  in  a  tone  replete  with 
horror, — "  Is  there  no  mercy  then  for  peni- 
tence 1  Is  there  no  pity  due  to  the  miseries 
I  suffered  upon  earth  ?"  Save  me,  O  bonn- 
tiful  Heaven  !  from  the  terrors  of  everlasting 
woe ;  hide  me  from  these  dreadful   execo- 
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tioners,  whose  looks  are  torture.  Forgive 
me,  generous  Castilian.  O  Renaldo  !  thou 
liadst  once  a  tender  heart.  I  dare  not  lift 
my  eyes  to  Serafina  !  that  pattern  of  human 
excellence,  who  fell  a  victim  to  my  atrocious 
guilt ;  yet  her  aspect  is  all  mildness  and 
compassion.  Ila !  are  not  these  the  drops 
of  pity  !  Yes,  they  are  the  tears  of  mercy  : 
they  fall  Vike  refreshing  showers  upon  my 
drooping  soul !  Ah,  murdered  innocence  ! 
wilt  thou  not  intercede  for  thy  betrayer  at 
the  throne  of  grace  V 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  Melvil,  who 
with  a  grave  and  solemn  air  pronounced, — 
*'  Great  hath  been  thy  guilt,  unhappy  P'erdi- 
nand,  and  great  have  been  thy  suiferings. 
Yet  we  come  not  to  insult,  but  to  alleviate  ' 
thy  distress.  Providence  hath  kindly  de- 
feated thy  dire  intentions,  which  we  there- 
tore  now  forgive  and  transmit  to  oblivion, 
whether  it  be  thy  lot  to  yield  up  thy  spirit 
immediately,  or  to  survive  the  dangerous 
malady  with  which  thou  art  at  present  over- 
whelmed. Suffer  not  thyself  to  despair  ;  for 
the  mercy  of  Heaven  is  infinite  ;  and  submit 
to  the  directions  of  this  worthy  gentleman, 
who  will  employ  his  skill  for  thy  recovery, 
while  we  shall  take  care  to  furnish  thee  with 
necessary  attendance.  As  too  much  speak- 
ing may  be  prejudicial  to  thy  health,  I  dis- 
pense with  thy  reply,  and  exliort  thee  to 
compose  thyself  to  rest."  So  saying,  he 
drew  tno  curtair.,  and  the  company  retired, 
leaving  Fathom  entranced  with  wonder. 

The  next  step  which  Renaldo  took  for 
the  benefit  of  this  wretched  penitent,  was  to 
send  for  the  apothecary,  with  whom  he  left 
a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  for  the  con- 
venience of  Fathom  and  his  wife  :  then  he 
laid  injunctions  upon  the  physician  to  repeat 
his  visits  ;  and  that  gentleman,  together  with 
the  clergyman  and  Joshua,  taking  leave  of 
the  others  till  next  day,  the  count  set  out 
with  the  ladies  and  his  father-in-law,  to  the 
house  where  they  had  lodged  the  preceding 
night. 

The  reader  may  well  imagine  the  conver- 
sation of  the  evening  turned  wholly  upon  the 
strange  occurrence  of  the  day,  which  seemed 
to  have  been  concerted  by  supernatural  pre- 
science, in  order  to  satisfy  the  vengeance, 
and  afford  matter  of  triumph  to  the  generosity 
of  those  who  had  been  so  grievously  injured 
by  the  guilty  Fathom.  Though  not  one  of 
Ihem  would  say  that  such  a  miscreant  ought 
to  live,  yet  all  concurred  in  approving  the 
offices  of  humanity  which  had  been  perform- 
ed, and  even  endeavoured  to  find  specious 
pretexts  for  vindicating  their  compassion. 
Don  Diego  said,  it  would  ill  become  a  trans- 
gressor like  him  to  withhold  his  forgiveness 
Irom  a  sinner  who  had  wronged  him  :  Madam 
Clement  appealed  to  the  approbation  of 
Heaven,  which  had  undoubtedly  directed 
t'f  cm  that  way,  for  the  purpose  they  had 
fulfilled  :  Serafina  observed,  that  the  crimes 


of  the  delinquent  were  obliterated  by  hii 
sorrow,  misery,  and  repentance :  Renaldo 
honestly  owned,  that,  exclusive-  of  other  rea- 
sons, he  could  not  deny  himself  the  luxurioud 
enjoyment  of  communicating  happiness  to  his 
fellow-creatures  in  distress:  and  each  fei 
vently  prayed,  that  their  charity  might  not 
be  disappointed  by  the  death  of  the  object. 

While  they  amused  themselves  in  theso 
discussions,  Fathom,  after  having  lain  some 
hours  silent,  in  consequence  of  Renaldo'a 
advice,  could  no  longer  suppress  the  .aston- 
ishment of  his  mind,  but,  addressing  himselt 
to  his  wife, — "O  Elinor?"  said  he,  "my 
delirium  is  now  past ;  though  I  still  remem- 
ber the  phantasies  of  my  distempered  brain. 
Among  other  reveries,  my  imagination  was 
regaled  with  a  vision  so  perfect  and  distmct, 
as  to  emulate  truth  and  reality.  Methought 
Count  de  Melvil,  Don  Diego  de  Zelos,  and 
the  divine  Serafina,  the  very  persons  who 
are  now  crying  before  the  throne  of  heaven 
for  vengeance  against  the  guilty  Fathom, 
stood  by  my  bed-side,  with  looks  of  pity  and 
forgiveness  ;  and  that  Renaldo  spoke  peace 
to  my  departing  soul.  I  heard  the  worda 
distinctly  ;  I  retain  them  in  my  memory  ;  I 
saw  the  tears  trickle  from  Serafina's  eyes  : 
I  heard  her  father  utter  a  compassionate 
sigh  ;  and  should  actually  believe  that  they 
were  personally  present,  had  not  I  long  ago 
seen  with  my  own  eyes  the  funeral  process- 
ion of  that  young  lady,  whose  wrongs  God 
pardon  ;  and  were  I  not  convinced  that  such 
a  meeting  could  not  be  effected  without  the 
immediate  and  miraculous  interposition  of 
Heaven.  Yet  every  thing  I  now  see  cor^ 
responds  with  the  words  of  Renaldo,  whicli 
still  sound  in  my  ears.  When  my  percep- 
tion forsook  me,  I  lay  in  the  most  abject 
misery,  among  straw;  and  thou,  poor  injured 
innocence,  wast  r.aked  and  forlorn.  Now, 
I  find  myself  reposing  in  a  warm,  easy,  com- 
fortable bed  :  I  see  around  me  the  marks  of 
human  charity  and  care,  and  the  favourable 
change  in  thy  appearance  glads  my  poor  de- 
jected heart.  Say  whence  this  happy  alter- 
ation 1  Do  I  really  awake  from  that  dream 
of  misery  in  which  we  have  continued  so 
long?  or  do  I  still  utter  the  extravagant  rav- 
ings of  a  distempered  brain  1" 

Elinor  was  afraid  of  imparting  at  once  all 
the  particulars  of  the  happy  change  he  had 
undergone,  lest  they  might  leave  a  dangeroua 
impression  upon  his  fancy,  which  was  no'. 
yet  duly  composed  :  she  contented  herself, 
therefore,  with  telling  him,  tl.at  he  had  been 
obliged  to  the  humanity  of  a  gentleman  am/ 
lady,  who  chanced  to  pass  that  way  by  acci- 
dent, and  who,  understanding  his  deplorable 
case,  had  furnished  him  with  the  conveni 
ences  which  he  now  enjoyed  ;  she  then  pre- 
sented to  him  what  the  doctor  had  directed 
her  to  administer,  and  admonishing  him  to 
commit  his  head  to  the  pillow,  he  waa 
favoured  with  a  breathing  sweat,  fell  fa* 
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tsleei*,    and    in  a   few  hours   waked   again 
oltogetlier  coo!  and  undisturbed. 

It  was  upon  this  occasion  that  hia  wife 
explained  the  circumstances  of  that  visit 
which  had  redeemed  him  from  the  extremity 
of  wretchedness  and  tlie  jaws  of  death  ;  upon 
which  lie  started  up,  and  throwing  iiimself 
upon  hia  knees,  exclaimed, — "  All-gracious 
Power!  tiiis  was  the  work  of  thy  own  boun- 
teous hand  :  the  voice  of  my  sorrow  and 
repentance  hath  been  heard.  Thou  hast 
inspired  my  benefactors  with  more  than 
mortal  goodness  in  my  behalf;  how  shall  I 
praise  thy  name  !  how  shall  I  requite  their 
generosity  !  O,  I  am  bankrupt  to  both  !  Yet 
let  mc  not  perisii  until  I  siiall  have  convinced 
ihem  of  my  reformation,  and  seen  them 
enjoying  that  felicity  which  ought  to  be 
reserved  for  such  consummate  virtue." 

Next  day  in  the  forenoon,  he  was  visited 
Dy  the  physician,  whom  he  now  recollected 
to  have  seen  at  the  house  of  Madam  Clement; 
and  after  having  thanked  that  gentleman  for 
his  humanity  and  care,  he  earnestly  begged 
to  know  by  what  means  Serafina  had  been 
preserved.  When  he  was  satisfied  in  this 
particular,  and  given  to  understand  that 
she  was  now  happy  in  the  arms  of  Renaldo, 
— "  Blessed  be  God,"  he  cried,  "  for  having 
defeated  the  villainy  of  him  who  sought  to 
part  such  lovers.  Dear  Sir,  will  you  add 
one  circumstance  to  your  charity,  and  bear 
to  that  happy  couple,  and  the  noble  Don 
Diego,  the  respects  and  the  remorse  of  a 
sincere  penitent,  whom  their  compassion 
hath  raised  to  life.  I  have  been  such  a  trai- 
tor to  them,  that  my  words  deserve  no  re- 
gard. I  will  not  therefore  use  professions. 
i  dare  not  hope  to  be  admitted  into  their 
presence.  I  am  indeed  ashamed  to  see  the 
light  of  the  sun  :  how  then  could  I  bear  the 
looks  of  that  injured  family?  Ah,  no!  let 
me  hide  myself  in  some  obscure  retreat, 
where  I  may  work  out  my  salvation  with 
fear  and  trembling,  and  pray  incessantly  to 
heaven  for  their  prosperity." 

The  physician  promised  to  represent  his 
contrition  to  the  count  and  his  lady,  and  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  to  their  habitation, 
where  he  repeated  these  expressions,  and 
pronounced  his  patient  out  of  danger:  so 
that  their  thoughts  were  now  employed  in 
concerting  a  scheme  for  his  future  subsist- 
ence, that  he  might  not  be  exposed  by  indi- 
gence to  a  relapse  in  point  of  morals. 
Renaldo  being  still  averse  to  any  personal 
intercourse  with  such  a  wretch,  until  he 
should  give  some  undoubted  proofs  of  amend- 
ment, and  as  yet  afraid  of  intrusting  him 
with  any  jffice  that  required  integri"y,  re- 
solved, with  the  approbation  of  all  present, 
to  settle  him  in  a  clicap  county  in  the  north 
of  Eng  and,  where  he  and  his  wife  could  live 
comfortably  on  an  annuity  of  sixty  pounds, 
nntil  his  behaviour  should  entitle  him  to  a 
Better  provision. 
3S 


This  resolution  was  just  taken,  when 
.Tosliua  arrived  with  a  gentleman  whom  ho 
introduced  to  Don  Diego  as  the  secretary 
of  the  Spanish  ambassador.  After  the  first 
compliments,  the  stranger  told  the  ('aslilian, 
that  he  waited  upon  him  at  the  desire  of  hia 
excellency,  who  would  have  come  in  person, 
had  he  not  been  confined  by  the  gout.  Then 
he  put  into  his  hand  a  letter  from  the  court 
of  Madrid,  written  by  a  nobleman  of  Diego's 
acquaintance,  who  informed  him,  tliat  Don 
Manuel  de  Mendoza  having  made  away  with 
himself  by  poison,  in  order  to  avoid  tlie  dis- 
grace of  a  legal  conviction,  his  catholic 
majesty  was  now  convinced  of  Don  Diego's 
innocence,  and  granted  him  leave  to  return 
and  take  possession  of  his  honours  and  es- 
tate. This  information  was  confirmed  by 
the  secretary,  who  assured  him  that  the 
ambassador  had  orders  to  make  him  ac- 
quainted with  this  favourable  decision  of  the 
king.  The  Castilian  having  fiist  acquitted 
himself  in  the  most  polite  terms  to  the  se- 
cretary and  the  Jew,  who,  he  said,  had  always 
been  a  messenger  of  glad  tidings,  communi- 
cated his  happiness  to  the  company  ;  and 
this  evening  concluded  the  third  day  of  their 
rejoicing. 

Next  morning  Don  Diego  went  to  visit 
the  ambassador,  accompanied  by  Joshua  and 
the  secretary  ;  while  the  physician  repairing 
to  the  habitation  of  Fathom,  signified,  by 
Renaldo's  direction,  the  resolution  which 
had  been  taken  in  his  behalf;  and  the  patient 
no  sooner  heard  his  doom,  than,  lifting  up 
his  hands,  he  cried, — "  I  am  unworthy  of 
such  tenderness  and  benevolence:"  while 
Elinor  shed  a  flood  of  tears  in  silence,  una- 
ble to  give  utterance  to  her  gratefiil  thought ; 
Melvil's  bounty  having  so  far  transcended 
her  most  sanguine  hope. 

The  Spaniard  having  paid  his  devoirs  to 
his  excellency,  returned  before  dinner  :  and, 
in  the  afternoon,  desiring  a  private  confer- 
ence with  Serafina,  they  retired  into  another 
apartment,  and  he  expressed  himself  to  this 
effect.  "  You  have  contracted,  my  dear 
child,  a  habit  of  calling  Madam  Clement 
your  mother,  and  doubtless,  by  her  maternal 
tenderness  and  regard,  she  hath  acquired  a 
just  title  to  the  appellation  :  yet  I  own  I 
would  fain  strengthen  it  by  a  legal  claim.  I 
no  sooner  retrieved  my  dauglitcr  than  I  gave 
her  away  to  the  most  deserving  youth  that 
ever  sighed  with  love.  I  rejoice  in  the  gift, 
which  secured  your  happiness  ;  but  I  loft 
myself  in  a  solitary  situation,  which  even  the 
return  of  my  good  fortune  cannot  render 
easy  and  supportable.  When  I  revisit  the 
castle  of  Zelos,  every  well-known  object  will 
recal  the  memory  of  my  Antonia,  and  I  shall 
want  a  companion  to  fill  her  place,  and  to 
sympathize  with  me  in  that  sorrow  which 
will  be  derived  from  my  remembrance. 
Who  is  there  so  worthy  to  succeed  your 
mother  in  the  affection  of  Don  Diego,  as  she 
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v.'ho  inherits  her  love  for  Serafina,  and  re- 
Bembles  her  so  strongly  in  every  virtue  of 
the  sex  1  Similar  attractions  will  produce 
similar  efFects.  My  heart  is  already  attached 
to  that  good  lady ;  and,  provided  Serafina 
shall  approve  of  my  choice,  I  will  lay  myself 
and  fortune  at  her  feet." 

The  fair  countess  replied,  with  an  erachant- 
ing  smile,  that,  before  this  declaration,  she 
had  with  pleasure  perceived  the  progress 
which  Madam  Clement  had  made  in  his  heart; 
and  that  she  did  not  believe  there  was  a  per- 
son upon  earth  belter  qualified  to  repair  the 
loss  he  had  sustained  ;  thougii  she  foresaw 
one  obstacle  to  his  happiness,  which  she 
was  afraid  would  not  be  easily  surmounted. — 
"  You  mean,"  answered  the  Castilian,  "  the 
diiference  of  religion,  which  I  am  resolved  to 
remove  by  adopting  the  protestant  faith ; 
though  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  real  goodness 
is  of  no  particular  persuasion,  and  that  sal- 
vation cannot  depend  upon  belief,  over  which 
the  will  has  no  influence.  I  invest  you,  there- 
fore, with  the  charge  of  declaring  my  passion 
and  proposal,  and  empower  you  to  satisfy 
her  scruples  with  regard  to  the  religion  which 
I  now  profess,  and  which  I  shall  not  openly 
relinquish,  until  I  shall  have  secured,  in  this 
country,  effects  sufficient  to  screen  me  from 
the  ill  consequences  of  my  king's  displeasure." 

Serafina  undertook  this  office  with  pleasure, 
because  she  had  reason  to  think  his  addresses 
would  not  be  disagreeable  to  Madam  Cle- 
ment ;  and  that  same  night  made  the  count 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  her  commission. 
Nor  was  her  expectation  disappointed :  the 
French  lady,  with  tliat  frankness  wdiich  is 
peculiar  to  virtue  and  good  breeding,  con- 
fessed that  Don  Diego  vvas  not  indifferent 
to  h:r  choice,  and  did  not  hesitate  in  receiv- 
ing him  upon  the  footing  of  a  lover.  As  we 
have  already  dwelt  circumstantially  on  the 
passion  of  love,  so  as  perhaps  even  to  have 
tired  our  readers,  we  shall  not  repeat  the 
dialogue  that  passed,  when  the  Spaniard  was 
indulged  with  an  oi)portunity  to  explain  his 
sentiments.  Suffice  it  to  observe,  that  the 
lady's  days  of  coquetry  vvere  now  over,  and 
that  she  was  too  wise  to  trifle  with  the  time 
which  every  moment  became  more  and  more 
precious.  It  v/as  agreed,  then,  that  Don 
Diego  should  settle  his  affairs  in  Spain,  and 
return  to  England,  in  order  to  espouse  Ma- 
dam Clement,  with  a  view  to  fix  his  residence 
m  this  island,  whore  Renaldo  likewise  pro- 
posed to  enjoy  the  sweets  of  his  fortune, 
provided  he  could  draw  hither  his  interests 
and  connexions. 

Meanwhile,  having  for  some  days  enjoyed 
his  bliss  with  all  the  fulness  of  rapture,  amidst 
this  small  but  agreeable  society,  he  shifted 
llie  scene,  and  conducted  his  dear  partner  to 
a  ready  furnished  house  in  town,  which, 
together  with  an  occasional  e<iuipage,  his 
friend  Joshua  had  hired  for  the  accommoda- 
'ion  of  him  and  his  father-in-law,  who,  during 


his  stay  in  England,  failed  not  to  cultivate 
the  mistress  of  his  heart  with  tlie  most  punc- 
tual assiduity.  Hitherto  Serafina  had  been 
as  a  precious  jewel  locked  up  in  a  casket, 
which  the  owner  alone  has  an  opportunity  t** 
contemplate  :  but  now  the  count,  who  wa*- 
proud  of  such  a  prize,  resolved  to  let  her 
shine  forth  to  the  admiration  of  the  who.e 
world.  With  this  view  he  bespoke  sucai 
ornaments  as  beflted  her  quality,  and,  whilj 
the  mantua-makors  were  employed  in  her 
service,  made  a  tour  among  his  former  ac- 
quaintance, and  discharged  the  obligations 
under  which  he  lay  to  some  who  had  assisted 
him  in  his  distress.  He  did  not,  hov/ever, 
introduce  them  to  his  charming  Serafina ; 
because  not  one  of  them  had  formerly  treated 
her  with  that  delicacy  of  regard  v.-hich  he 
thought  her  due  ;  and  some  of  them  were 
much  mortified  at  their  neglect,  when  they 
saw  what  a  dazzling  figure  she  made  in  the 
beau  monde. 

She  was  visited  by  the  Spanish  and  im- 
perial ambassadors  and  divers  other  foreigners 
of  distinction,  to  whom  Melvil  had  letters 
of  recommendation  :  but  lier  first  public  ap- 
pearance was  in  a  box  at  the  opera,  accom- 
panied by  Madam  Clement,  the  count,  and 
Don  Diego  :  the  entertainment  was  already 
begun,  so  that  her  entrance  had  the  greater 
efl^ect  upon  the  audience;  whose  attentior 
was  soon  detached  from  the  performance, 
and  rivetted  upon  this  amiable  apparition,, 
which  seemed  to  be  some  bright  being  of 
another  world  dropped  from  the  clouds  among 
them.  Then  did  the  spirit  of  curiosity  play 
its  part.  A  thousand  whispers  circulated  , 
as  many  glasses  were  exalted  to  reconnoitre 
this  box  of  foreigners,  for  such  they  con- 
eluded  them  to  be  from  their  appearance. 
Every  male  spectator  acknowledged  Serafina 
to  be  the  paragon  of  beauty  ;  and  every  female 
confessed,  that  Melvil  was  the  model  of  a 
fine  gentleman.  The  charms  of  the  young 
countess  did  not  escape  the  eye  and  appro- 
bation of  royalty  itself:  and  when  her  rank 
was  known,  from  the  information  of  the  am- 
bassadors and  other  people  of  condition  who 
were  seen  saluting  her  at  a  distance,  that 
same  evening  a  tiiousand  bumpers  were  swal- 
lowed in  honour  of  the  Countess  de  Melvil. 
The  fame  of  her  beauty  was  immediately 
extended  over  this  immense  metropolis,  and 
different  schemes  were  concerted  for  bringing 
her  into  life.  These,  however,  she  resisted 
with  unwearied  obstinacy.  Her  happiness 
centered  in  Renaldo,  and  the  cultivation  of 
a  few  friends  within  the  shade  of  domestic 
quiet ;  she  did  not  even  forget  tlio  concerns 
of  the  wretched  Fathom  and  his  faithful 
Elinor,  who  daily  enjoyed  fresh  instances  of 
her  humanity  and  care ;  when  his  fever  for- 
sook him,  he  was  supplied  with  nourishing 
food  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  ;  and  as 
soon  as  he  found  himself  in  a  condition  to 
tra  el,  he  gave  notice  to  his  benefactor,  who 
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desired  Joshua  to  settle  with  him  tlic  manner  I  and  youth  ;  lie  remembered  tlic  happy  scenes 
in  wliich  lie  wad  to  receivehis  aUowance,  and  I  he   had  enjoyed  with  Fathom,  whose  voice 


to  pay  the  first  half-year's  salary  per  advance 
This  aflair  boinyf  adjusted,  and  the  place 
of  liis  retreat  si^fuified,  the  Jew  told  Elinor, 
liiat  siie  iniylit  wait  upon  the  countess  before 
their  departure,  and  she  did  not  fail  to  make 
use  of  this  permisbion.     Atler  tiiey  had  made 
ihe  necessar}'  preparations  for  their  journey, 
and  taken  places  in  the  York  stage-coach, 
Mrs  Fathom,  clothing  herself  in  decent  ap- 
parel,  went  to  the  house  of  Count  Melvil, 
and  was  immediately  admitted  to  the   pre- 
bence  of  Seralina,  who  received  her  with  her 
usual  complacency,  enriched  her  with  salu- 
tary advice,  comforted  her  with  the  hope  of 
better  things,  provided  her  conduct  and  that 
of  her  husband  should  henceforth  be  found 
irreproachable :  and  wishing  her  peace  and 
liappiness,  presented  her  with  a  box  of  linen, 
and  twenty  guineas  in  a  purse.     Such  ex- 
cessive goodness  overpowered  this  sensible 
young  woman   to  such   a  degree,  that  she 
stood  before  her  in  speechless  awe  and  vene- 
ration ;  and  the  countess,  in  order  to  relieve 
iier  from  the  confusion  under  which  she  suf- 
fered, quitted  the  room,  leaving  her  to  the 
care  of  her  woman.     It  Vv^as  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  her  g-ratitude  broke  out  in  loud 
exclamations  and  a  violent  passion  of  tears, 
which  all  her  efforts   could  not,  for  a  good 
while,  overcome.     By  this  time  the  coach 
was  brouglit  up  to  the  gate  for  the  reception 
of  Serafina,  who  took  an  airing  every  day  at 
'Jio  same  hour ;  when  Renakio,  leading  her 
to  the  vehicle,  beheld  a  man  plainly  dressed 
standing  within  the  court,  with  liis'hcad  and 
body  bent  towards  the    earth,   so   that   his 
countenance  could  not  be  perceived. 

Melvil,  who  supposed  him  to  be  some  un- 
ibrtunate  man  come  to  implore  Iris  charity, 
turned  tov/ards  him,  and  asked  with  a  humane 
accent,  if  he  wanted  to  speak  with  any  per- 
son in  the  house.  To  this  interrogation  the 
stranger  replied  without  lifting  up  his  head, — 
"  Overwhelmed  as  I  am  with  Count  Melvil's 
generosity,  together  with  a  consciousness  of 
my  own  un  worthiness,  it  ill  becomes  a  wretch 
like  me  to  importune  him  for  further  favour; 
yet  I  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  withdraw- 
ing (perhaps  for  ever)  from  the  presence  of 
my  benefactor,  without  soliciting  his  per- 
mission to  see  his  face  in  mercy,  to  acknow- 
ledge my  atrocious  crimes,  to  hear  my  pardon 
confirmed  by  his  voice,  and  that  of  his  ac- 
complished countess,  whom  I  dare  not  even 
at  a  distance  behold  ;  and  to  express  my  fer- 
vent wish  for  their  prosperity.'' 

Melvil,  whose  heart  was  but  too  tender, 
could  not  hear  this  address  without  emotion  ; 
le  recognized  the  companion  of  Ins  infancy 


had  always  such  an  effect  ujjon  Ins  ear  as  to 
excite  the  ideas  of  friendship  and  esteem  ; 
and  ho  was  disturbed  by  this  unexpected 
meeting,  which  also  discomposed  the  beau- 
teous yeraJina.  Renaldo,  having  paused  a 
little, — ''It  is  with  pain,"  said  he,  "  I  rccol- 
lect  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  Fathom, 
whose  future  behaviour  will,  I  hope,  erase 
the  memory  of  his  offences,  and  justify  what 
other  steps  I  may  take  in  his  favour.  Mean- 
while I  heartily  forgive  what  is  past ;  and, 
in  token  of  my  sincerity,  present  my  hand;" 
which  our  adventurer  bathed  with  his  tears. 
The  countess,  whose  mind  was  in  unison 
with  her  husband,  repeated  her  assurances 
of  pardon  and  protection  :  at  which  the  peni- 
tent rejoiced  in  silence,  while  he  raised  hia 
head,  and  took  a  parting  view  of  those  charms 
which  had  forme/ly  enslaved  his  heart. 

Having  thus  obeyed  the  dictates  of  his  duty 
and  inclination,  he  next  morning  embarked 
in  the  stage-coach,  with  his  faithful  Elinor, 
and  in  six  days  arrived  at  the  place  of  liiy 
retreat,  which  he  found  extremely  well 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  his  mind 
and  fortune  ;  for  all  his  vice  and  ambition 
was  nov/  quite  mortified  within  him,  and  his 
whole  attention  engrossed  in  atoning  for  his 
former  crimes,  by  a  sober  and  penitent  life, 
oy  which  alone  he  could  deserve  the  uncom- 
mon generosity  of  his  patrons. 

While  he  thus  accommodated  himself  to 
his  new  system,  Renaldo  received  letters  of 
congratulation  from  his  sister,  who,  with  tho 
major,  had  come  to  Brussels,  in  order  to  meet 
her  brother  and  Serafina,  according  to  his 
proposal.  This  intimation  being  comniu- 
iiicated  to  Don  Diego,  he  resolved  to  accom- 
pany them  to  Flanders,  in  his  way  to  Spain. 
Preparations  were  made  for  their  departure  ; 
the  clergyman  and  physician  were  honoured 
with  valuable  marks  of  friendship  and  esteem 
from  the  countess,  Renaldo,  and  the  Castilian, 
who  were  convoyed  to  Deal  by  Madam  Cle- 
ment,  to  whom,  at  parting,  Don  Diego  pre. 
sented  a  diamond  ring,  as  a  pledge  of  his 
inviolable  love. 

Here  the  travellers  hired  a  vessel  for  Os 
tend,  which  they  reached  in  a  few  hours  ;  in 
two  days  more  they  arrived  at  Brussels, 
where  Mrs  Farrel  and  her  husband  wore 
struck  with  admiration  at  the  surprising 
beauty  and  accomplishments  of  their  sister- 
in-law,  whom  they  caressed  with  equal  ten- 
derness  and  joy.  In  a  word,  all  parties  were 
as  happy  as  good  fortune  could  make  them  ; 
and  Don  Diego  set  out  for  Spain,  after  they 
had  agreed  to  reside  in  the  Low  Countries 
till  his  return.. 
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AyOj'No  painter,  iiiduljjir.g  a  vein  of  plea- 
santry, sketched  a  kind  ofconversation-piece, 
representing  a  bear,  an  owl,  a  monkey,  and 
an  ass;  and  to  render  it  more  Btrikincr,  lui- 
rnoroiis,  and  moral,  distinguished  every  ligure 
by  some  emblem  of  human  life. 

Bruin  was  exhibited  in  the  garb  and  ntti- 
t\ide  of  an  old,  toothless,  drunken  soldier; 
the  owl,  perched  upon  the  handle  of  a  coffee- 
pot, with  spectacles  on  his  nose,  seemed  to 
contemplate  a  newspaper;  and  the  ass,  orna- 
mented with  a  huge  tie-wig  (which,  however, 
could  not  conceal  his  long  ears),  sat  for  his 
picture  to  the  monkey,  who  appeared  with 
the  implements  of  painting.  Tliis  whimsical 
groupe  afforded  some  nurth,  and  met  with 
general  approbation,  until  some  mischievous 
wag  hinted,  that  tlie  whole  was  a  lampoon 
upon  the  friends  of  the  performer;  an  insinua- 
tion which  was  no  sooner  circulated,  than 
lliose  very  people  wiio  applauded  it  before 
began  to  be  alarmed,  and  even  to  fancy  thern- 
Bclves  signified  by  the  several  figures  of  the 
piece. 

Among  others,  a  v/orthy  personage  in 
years,  wlio  had  served  in  the  army  with 
reputation,  being  incensed  at  tiie  supposed 
outrage,  repaired  to  the  lodgings  of  the 
painter,  and,  finding  him  at  home, — "  Hark 
ye,  Mr  Monkey,"  said  lie,  "  I  have  a  good 
mind  to  convince  you,  that  thou'gli  the  bear 
has  lost  Ills  teelli,  he  retains  his  paws,  and 
lliat  he  is  not  so  drunk  but  he  can  perceive 
your  impertinence — 'sblood  !  Sir,  that  tooth- 
less jaw  is  a  damn'd  scandalous  libel — but 
don't  you  imagine  me  so  chopfallen  as  not 
to  be  able  to  chev/  the  cud  of  resentment." 
Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  a 
learned  physician,  who,  advancing  to  the 
eulprit  with  fury  in  his  aspect,  exclaimed, — 
''  Suppose  tlie  augmentation  of  the  ass's  ears 


should  prove  liie  diminution  of  the  Daoooii's — 
nay,  seek  not  to  prevaricate,  for,  by  the  beard 
of  iEsculapius  !  there  is  not  one  hair  in  this 
periwig  that  will  not  stand  up  in  judgment 
to  convict  thee  of  personal  abuse — do  but 
observe,  captain,  how  this  pitiful  little  fellow 
has  copied  the  very  curls  ;  the  colour  indeed 
is  different,  but  then  tlie  form  and  foretop 
arc  quite  similar."  While  he  thus  remon- 
strated in  a  strain  of  vociferation,  a  venerable 
senator  entered,  and  waddling  up  to  the 
delinquent, — "Jackanapes!"  cried  he,  '♦  I 
will  now  let  thee  see  I  can  read  something 
else  than  a  newspaper,  and  that  without  the 
help  of  spectacles. — here  is  your  own  note 
of  hand,  sirrah,  for  money,  whicli,  if  I  had 
not  advanced,  you  yourself  would  have  re- 
sembled an  owl,  in  not  daring  to  show  your 
face  by  day,  you  ungi-ateful,  slanderous 
knave  !" 

In  vain  the  ostonished  painter  declared 
that  he  had  no  intention  to  give  offence, 
or  to  characterize  particular  persons :  they 
affirmed  the  resemblance  was  too  palpable  to 
be  overlooked;  they  taxed  him  with  insolence, 
malice  and  ingratitude ;  and  their  clamours 
being  overheard  by  the  public,  the  captain 
was  a  bear,  the  doctor  an  ass,  and  the  senator 
an  owl,  to  his  dying  day. 

Christian  reader,  I  beseech  thee,  in  the 
bowels  of  the  Lord,  remember  this  example 
while  thou  art  employed  in  the  perusal  of  the 
following  sheets  ;  and  seek  not  to  appropriate, 
to  thyself  that  which  equally  belongs  to  five 
hundred  different  people.  If  tiiou  shoiildst 
meet  with  a  character  that  reflects  thee  in 
some  ungracious  particular,  keep  thy  own 
counsel ;  consider  that  one  feature  makes  not 
a  face,  and  that,  though  thou  art,  perhaps, 
distinguished  by  a  bottle  nose,  twenty  of  thy 
neighbours  may  be  in  the  same  predicament. 
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Of  all  kinds  of  eatire,  iherc  is  none  so  enter- 
taining and  universally  improving,  us  thiit 
wliich  is  introduced,  as  it  were,  occasionally 
in  the  course  of  an  interesting  story,  wliicli 
brings  every  incident  home  to  life  ;  and,  by 
representing  familiar  scenes  in  an  uncommon 
and  amusing  point  of  view,  invests  them  with 
ail  the  graces  of  novelty,  while  natnre  is 
appealed  to  in  every  particular. 

The  reader  gratifies  his  curiosity  in  pur- 
suing the  adventures  of  a  person  in  whose 
favour  he  is  prepossessed ;  he  espouses  his 
cause,  he  sympathizes  with  liim  in  distress, 
his  indignation  is  heated  against  the  authors 
of  his  calamity ;  the  humane  passions  are 
inflamed  ;  the  contrast  between  dejected  vir- 
tue and  insulting  vice  appears  with  greater 
aggravation  ;  and  every  impression  having  a 
ilouble  force  on  the  imagination,  the  memory 
retains  the  circumstance,  and  the  heart  im- 
j>rove3  by  the  example.  The  attention  is 
not  tired  with  a  bare  catalogue  of  characters, 
but  agreeably  diverted  with  all  the  variety 
of  invention;  and  the  vicissitudes  of  life 
appear  in  their  peculiar  circumstances,  open- 
ing an  ample  field  for  wit  and  humour. 

Romance,  no  doubt,  owes  its  origin  to 
Ignorance,  vanity,  and  superstition.  In  tin 
dark  ages  of  the  world,  when  a  man  had  ren- 
dered himself  famous  for  wisdom  or  valour, 
his  family  and  adherents  availed  themselves 
of  his  superior  qualities,  mrigniticd  his  virtues, 
and  represented  his  character  and  person  as 
socred  and  supernatural.  The  vulgar  easily 
swallowed  the  bait,  implored  his  protection, 
and  yielded  the  tribute  of  homage  and  praise 
even  to  adoration  ;  his  exploits  were  handed 
down  to  posterity  with  a  tliousand  exaggera- 
tions; they  were  repeated  as  incitements  to 
virtue;  divine  honours  were  paid,  and  altars 
erected  to  his  memory,  for  the  ericourage- 
»iient  of  those  who  attempted  to  imitate  his 
example ;  and  hence  arose  the  heathen  my- 
tholog}',  which  is  no  other  than  a  collection 
of  extravagant  romances.  As  learning  ad- 
vanced, and  genius  received  cultivation,  these 
stories  were  embellished  with  the  graces  of 
poetry :  that  they  might  the  better  recom- 
mend themselves  to  the  attention,  they  were 
Hungm  public,  at  festivals,  for  the  instruction 


and  delight  of  Ine  audience,  and  rehearsed 
before  battle,  as  incentives  to  deeds  of  glory. 
Thus  tragedy  and  the  epic  muse  were  born, 
and,  in  tire  progress  of  taste,  arrived  at  per-*" 
foction.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  ancient-s 
could  not  relish  a  fable  in  prose,  after  tiicy 
had  seen  so  many  remarkable  events  ccli'- 
brated  in  verse  by  their  best  poets ;  we  there- 
fore find  no  romance  among  them,  during  the 
era  of  their  excellence,  unless  the  Cyropaidia 
of  Xenophon  may  be  so  called,  and  it  was' 
not  till  arts  and  sciences  began  to  revive, 
aller  the  irruption  of  the  barbarians  into 
Europe,  tliat  any  thing  of  this  kind  appeared. 
But  when  the  minds  of  men  were  debauched, 
by  the  imposition  of  priestcraft,  to  the  most 
absurd  pitch  of  credulity,  the  authors  of  ro- 
mance  arose,  and,  losing  sight  of  ])robability, 
filled  their  performances  with  tiie  most  mon- 
strous hyperbol(!s.  If  they  could  not  e^ual 
the  poets  in  point  of  genius,  they  were  re- 
solved  to  excel  them  in  fiction,  and  apply  to 
the  wonder  rather  than  the  judgment  of  their 
readers.  Accordingly,  they  brought  necro- 
mancy to  their  aid,  and,  instead  of  supporting; 
the  character  of  their  heroes  by  dignity  of 
sentiment  and  practice,  distinguished  Ihein 
by  their  bodily  strength,  activity,  and  extra- 
vagance of  behaviour.  Although  nothing 
could  be  more  ludicrous  and  unnatural  lliah 
the  figures  they  drew,  they  did  not  want 
patrons  and  admirers;  and  the  world  actually 
began  to  be  infected  with  the  spirit  of  knight- 
errantry,  when  Cervantes,  by  an  inimitable 
piece  of  riilicule,  reformed  the  taste  of  man- 
kind, representing  chivalry  in  the  right  point 
of  view,  and  converting  romance  to  purposes 
far  more  useful  and  entertaining,  by  making 
it  assume  the  sock,  and  point  out  the  follies 
of  ordinary  life. 

The  same  method  has  been  practised  iiy 
other  Spanish  and  French  authors,  and  by 
none  more  successfully  than  by  Monsieur  Le 
Sage,  who,  in  his  Adventures  of  Gil  Bias, 
has  described  the  knavery  and  foibles  of  lifo 
with  infinite  humour  and  sacracity.  The 
following  sheets  I  have  modelled  on  his  plan, 
taking  the  liberty,  however,  to  differ  from 
him  in  the  execution,  where  I  thought  his 
particular   situations    were   uncommon   and 
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extravagant,  or  peculiar  to  the  country  in 
which  the  scene  is  laid.  The  disgraces  of 
Gil  Bias  are,  for  the  most  part,  such  as  rather 
excite  mirth  tiiau  compassion ;  he  himself 
lauffhs  at  them  ;  and  his  transitions  from  dis- 
tress to  happiness,  or  at  least  ease,  are  so 
sudden,  that  neither  the  reader  has  time  to 
pity  him,  nor  himself  to  be  acquainted  with 
affliction.  This  conduct,  in  my  opinion,  not 
only  deviates  from  probability,  but  prevents 
that  generous  indignation  which  ought  to 
animate  the  reader  against  the  sordid  and 
vicious  disposition  of  the  world. 

I  have  attempted  to  represent  modest  merit 
Etruo-gling  v/ith  every  difficulty  to  which  a 
friendless  orplian  is  exposed  from  his  own 
want  of  experience,  as  well  as  from  the  sel- 
fishness, envy,  malice,  and  base  indifference 
f;f  mankind.     To  secure  a  favourable  pre- 

''possession,  I  have  allowed  him  the  advantage 
of  birth  and  education,  which,  in  the  series 
of  his  misfortunes,  will,  I  hope,  engage  the 

NinTenuous  more  warmly  in  his  behalf;  and, 
though  I  foresee  that  some  people  will  be 
offenlled  at  the  mean  scenes  in  which  he  is 

^  involved,  I  persuade  myself  the  judicious  will 

*  not  only  perceive  the  necessity  of  describing 
.hose  situations  to  which  he  must  of  course 
be  confined,  irt  his  low  estate,  but  also  find 
entertainment  in  viewing  those  parts  of  his 
life,  where  the  humours  and  passions  are 
undisguised  by  affectation,  ceremony,  or 
education,  and  the  whimsical   peculiarities 


of  disposition  appear  as  Nature  has  implanted 
them.  But  I  believe  1  need  not  trouble  my- 
self in  vindicating  a  practice  authorised  by 
the  best  writers  in  this  way,  some  of  whonj 
I  have  already  named. 

Every  intelligent  reader  will,  at  first  sight, 
perceive  I  have  not  deviated  from  Nature  in 
the  facts,  which  are  all  true  m  the  main, 
although  the  circumstances  are  altered  and 
disguised,  to  avoid  personal  satire. 

It  now  remains  to  give  my  reasons  for 
making  the  chief  personage  of  this  work  a 
North  Briton  ;  which  arc  chiefly  these : — I 
could,  at  a  small  expense,  bestow  on  him 
such  education  as  I  thought  the  dignity  of 
his  birth  and  character  required,  which  could 
not  possibly  be  obtained  in  England  by  such 
slender  means  as  the  nature  of  my  plan 
would  afford.  In  the  next  place,  1  could 
represent  simplicity  of  manners,  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  kingdom,  with  more  propriety 
than  in  any  other  place  near  the  capital ;  and, 
lastly,  the  disposition  of  the  Scots,  addicted 
to  travelling,  justifies  my  conduct  in  deriving 
an  adventurer  from  that  country. 

That  the  delicate  reader  may  not  be  offend- 
ed at  the  unmeaning  oaths  which  proceed 
from  the  mouths  of  some  persons  in  these 
memoirs,  1  beg  leave  to  premise,  that  I  ima- 
gined nothing  could  more  effectually  expose 
the  absurdity  of  such  miserable  expletives, 
than  a  natural  and  verbal  representation  of 
I  the  discourse  in  which  they  occur. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Of  my  birth  and  parentage. 

I  WAS  born  in  the  northern  part  of  this  united 
kingdom,  in  the  house  of  my  grandfather,  a 
gentleman  of  considerable  fortune  and  in- 
fluence ;  who  had,  on  many  occasions,  sig- 
nalized himself  in  behalf  of  his  country,  and 
was  remarkable  for  his  abilities  in  the  law, 
which  he  exercised  with  great  success,  in 
the  situation  of  a  judge,  particularly  against 
beggars,  for  whom  he  had  a  singular  aver- 
Bion. 

My  father,  his  youngest  son,  falling  in  love 
with  a  poor  relation,  who  lived  with  the  old 
gentleman  in  quality  of  housekeeper,  espoused 
licr  privately ;  and  I  was  the  first  fruit  of 
that  marriage.  During  her  pregnancy,  a 
dream  discomposed  my  mother  so  much,  that 
Iier  husband,  tired  with  her  importunity,  at 
last  consulted  a  Highland  seer,  whose  favour- 
able interpretation  he  would  have  secured 
beforehand  by  a  bribe,  but  found  him  incor- 
ruptible. She  dreamed  she  was  delivered  of 
a  tennis-ball,  which  the  devil  (who,  to  her 
great  surprise,  acted  the  part  of  midwife) 
struck  so  forcibly  with  a  racket,  that  it  dis- 
appeared in  an  instant ;  and  she  was  for 
6ome  time  inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  her 
offspring;  when,  all  of  a  sudden,  she  beheld 
it  return  with  equal  violence,  and  enter  the 
earth  beneath  her  feet,  whence  immediately 
sprung  up  a  goodly  tree  covered  with  blos- 
soms, the  scent  of  which  operated  so  strongly 
on  her  nerves,  that  she  awoke.  The  atten- 
tive sage,  after  some  deliberation,  assured 
my  parents  that  their  first-born  would  be  a 

§rcit  traveller ;  that  he  would  undergo  many 
angers  and  difficulties,  and  at  last  return  to 
his  native  land,  where  he  would  flourish  in 
happiness  and  reputation.  How  truly  this 
was  foretold,  whl  appear  in  the  sequel.  It 
ras  not  long  before  some  officious  person 


informed  my  grandfather  of  certain  fiimilian- 
ties  that  passed  between  his  son  and  house- 
keeper ;  which  alarmed  him  so  much,  tnat,  a 
tew  days  after,  he  told  my  father  it  was  high 
time  for  him  to  think  of  settling  ;  and  that 
he  had  provided  a  match  for  him,  to  which 
he  could  in  justice  have  no  objections.  My 
fatlier,  finding  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  conceal  his  situation  any  longer,  frankly 
owned  what  he  had  done,  and  excused  him- 
self for  not  having  asked  the  consent  of  his 
father,  by  saying,  he  knew  it  would  have 
been  to  no  purpose ;  and  that,  had  his  incli- 
naiion  been  known,  my  grandfather  might 
have  taken  such  measures  as  would  have 
effectually  put  the  gratification  of  it  out  of 
his  power :  he  added,  that  no  exceptions 
could  be  taken  to  his  wife's  virtue,  birth, 
beauty,  and  good  sense  ;  and  as  for  fortune, 
it  was  beneatii  his  care.  The  old  gentleman, 
who  kept  all  his  passions  (except  one)  in 
excellent  order,  heard  him  to  an  end  with 
great  temper ;  and  then  calmly  asked,  how 
he  proposed  to  maintain  himself  and  spouse? 
He  replied,  he  could  be  in  no  danger  of  want- 
ing, while  his  father's  tenderness  remamed, 
which  he  and  his  wife  should  always  culti- 
vate with  the  utmost  veneration ;  that  he 
was  persuaded  his  allowance  would  be  suita- 
ble to  the  dignity  and  circumstances  of  hia 
family,  and  to  the  provisions  already  made 
for  his  brothers  and  sisters,  who  were  happily 
settled  under  his  protection.  *'  Your  bro- 
thers and  sisters,"  said  my  grandfather,  "  did 
not  think  it  beneath  them  to  consult  me  in 
an  affair  of  such  importance  as  matrimony; 
neither,  I  suppose,  would  you  have  omitted 
that  piece  of  duty,  had  you  not  some  secret 
fund  in  reserve;  to  the  comforts  of  which  I 
leave  you,  with  a  desire  that  you  will  this 
night  seek  out  another  habitation  for  yourself 
and  wife;  whither,  in  a  short  time,  I  will 
send  you  an  account  of  the  expense  I  hav« 
been  at  in  your  educat  on,  with  a  view  o/ 
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Deing  roinibursed.     Sir,  you  have  made  the 
grand  tour — you  are  a  polite  gentleman — a 
very  pretty  gentleman — I  wish  you  a  great 
(leal  of  joy,  and  am  your  very  hum'olc  ser- 
vant."    So  saying,  he  loft  my  tathcr  in  a 
Bitnation  easily  imagined.     However,  he  did 
not  long  hesitate;   for  being  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  his  father's  disposition,  he 
did  not  doubt  that  he  was  glad  of  this  pre- 
tence to  get  rid  of  him  ;  and  his  resolves  being 
invariable  as  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  I'cr- 
iiians,  he  knew  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  to 
attempt  him  by  prayers  and  entreaties ;  so, 
without  any  further  application,  he  betook 
himself,  with  his  disconsolate  bedtoUow,  to 
a  farm-house,  where  an  old  servant  of  his 
mother  dwelt:  there  they  remained  some  time 
in  a  situation  but  ill  adapted  to  the  elegance 
of  Iheir  desires  and  tenderness  of  tlieir  love; 
which,    nevertheless,    my   father    chose    to 
endure,  rather  tlian  to  supplicate  an  unna- 
tural and  inllcxible  parent:  but  my  mother, 
foreseeing  the  inconveniences  to  which  she 
nms',  have  been  exposed,  had  she  been  de- 
livered in  tliis  place  (and  her  pregnancy  was 
very  far  advanced),  without  communicating 
her  design  to  her  husband,  went  in  disguise 
to  the  house  of  my  grandfather;  hoping  that 
her  tears  and  condition  would  move  him  to 
compassion,  and  reconcile  hirn  to  an  event 
v/hich  was  now  irrevocably  past.     She  found 
means  to  deceive  the  servants,  and  was  in- 
troduced as  an  unfortunate  lady,  who  wanted 
to  complain  of  some  matrimonial  grievances  ; 
it  being  my  grandfather's  particular  province 
to  decide  in  all  cases  of  scandal.     She  was 
accordingly   ^admitted    into    his    presence; 
where,   discovering  herself,   she  fell   at   his 
feet,   and,   in  the    most   aifecting  manner, 
implored  his  forgiveness;  at  the  same  time 
representing  the  danger  that  threatened  not 
only  her  life,  but  that  of  his  own  grandchild, 
which  was  about  to  sec  the  light.     He  told 
ber  he  was  sorry  that  the  indiscretion  of  her 
and  his  son  had  compelled  him  to  make  a 
vow,  which  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  give 
them  any  assistance:   that  he   had  already 
imparted  his  thoughts  on  that  subject  to  her 
husband,  and  was  surprised  that  they  should 
disturb  his  peace  with  any  further  importu- 
nity.    This  said,  he  retired.     The  violence 
of  my  motlier's  afHiclion  had  sucli  an  effect 
on  her  constitution,  that  she  was  immediately 
seized  with  the  pains  of  childbed;  and  had 
not  an  old  maid-servant,  to  whom  she  was 
very  dear,  afforded  her  pity  and  assistance, 
at  the  hazard  of  incurring  my  grandfather's 
.iispleasure,  she  and  the  innocent  fruit  of  her 
woinl)  must  have  fallen  miserable  victims  of 
liii3  rigour  and  inhumanity.     By  the  friend- 
idiip  of  this  j)oor  woman,  she  was  carried  up 
'.o  a  garret,  and  immediately  delivered  of  a 
n;an-child,  tlie  story  of  whose   unfortunate 
birth  lie   himself  now    relates.     My    father 
being  informed  of  what  had  happened,  flew 
\Q  the  embraces  of  his  darling  spouse;  and 


while  he  loaded  his  offspring  with  paternai 
caresses,  could  not  forbear  shedding  a  flood 
of  tears,  on  beholding  tli«  dear  partner  of  his 
heart  (for  whose  ease  he  would  have  sacri- 
ficed the  treasures  of  the  east)  stretched  upon 
a  flock-bed  in  a  miserable  apartment,  unable 
to  protect  her  from  the  inclemencies  of  th« 
v/eather.     It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
old  gentleman  was  ignorant  of  what  passed, 
though  he  affected  to  know  nothing  of  the 
matter,  and  pretended  to  be  very  much  sur 
prised,  when   one   of  his  grandchildren,  by 
liis  eldest  son,  deceased,  who  lived  with  hiru 
as  his  heir  apparent,  acquainted  him  with  the 
affair:  he  determined,  therefore,  to  observe 
no  medium,  but  immediately  (on  the  third 
day  after  her  delivery)  sent  her  a  peremptory 
order  to  be  gone,  and  turned  off  the  servant 
who  had  preserved  her  life.     This  behaviour 
so  exasperated   my  father,  that  he  had  re- 
course to  the  most  dreadful   imprecations; 
and,  on  his  bare  knees,  implored  that  Heaven 
would  renounce  him,  if  ever  he  should  forget 
or  forgive   the  barbarity   of  his   sire.     The 
injuries  which  this  unhappy  mother  received 
from  her  removal  in  such  circumstances,  and 
the  want  of  necessaries  where  she  lodged, 
together  with  her  grief  and  anxiety  of  mind, 
soon  threw  her  into  a  languishing  disorder, 
which  put  an   end  to   her  life.     My  father, 
who  loved  her  tenderly,  was  so  affected  with 
her  death,  that  he  remained  six  weeks  de- 
prived of  his  senses  ;  during  which  time  the 
people  where  he  lodged  carried  the  infant  to 
the  old  man,  who  relented  so  far,  on  hearing 
the  melancholy  story  of  his  daughter-in-law's 
death,  and  the   deplorable  condition   of  his 
son,  as  to  send  the  child  to  nurse;  and  he 
ordered  njy  father  to  be  carried  home  to  his 
house,  where  he  soon  recovered  the  use  of 
his  reason.    Whether  this  hard-hearted  judge 
felt  any  remorse  for  his  cruel  treatment  of 
his  son  and  daughter,  or  (which  is  more  pro- 
bable) was  afraid  his  character  would  suffer 
in   the    neighbourhood,    he  professed   great 
sorrow  for  his  conduct  to  my  father,  whose 
delirium  was  succeeded  by  a  profound  melan- 
choly and  reserve.    At  length  he  disappeared, 
and,  notwithstanding  all  imaginable  inquiry, 
could  not  be  heard  of;  a  circumstance  which 
confirmed  most  people  in  the  opinion  of  his 
having  made  away  with  himself  in  a  fit  of 
despair.     How  I  understood  the  particulars 
of  my  birth,  will  appear  in  the  course  of  these 
memoirs. 


CHAPTER  n. 

I  groLD  up — am  hated  hy  my  nlalions^ 
sent  to  school — neglected  I)]!  vnj  grand- 
father— maltreated  by  my  muster — sefl- 
snned  to  adcersity — I  form  cabals  agains, 
the  pedant — am  debarred  access  to  mj 
grandfather — hunted  by  his  heir — /  (fc- 
molish  the  teeth  of  his  tutor. 
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There  wore  not  waiitiiiij  some  who  siiti- 
pected  my  mules  of  being  concerned  in  my 
lather's  fate,  on  the  snpposition  tliat  tliey 
would  ail  tjhnrc  in  the  patrimony  destined  for 
hiiu ;  and  this  conjecture  was  Btrenfjthened 
oy  reflecting^,  that,  in  all  his  calamities,  tiicy 
never  discovered  tlie  least  inclination  to  serve 
liim;  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  all  the  artifices 
in  their  power,  fed  his  father's  resentment, 
and  supported  his  resolution  of  leavin<r  him 
to  misery  and  want.  But  people  of  judj^ment 
treated  this  insinuation  as  an  idle  chimera; 
because,  had  my  relations  been  so  wiciied  as 
to  consult  their  interest  by  committing  such 
an  atrocious  crime,  the  fate  of  my  father 
would  have  extended  to  me  too,  whose  life 
was  another  obstacle  to  their  expectation. 
Meanwhile,  I  grow  apace;  and  as  I  strongly 
resembled  my  father,  who  was  the  darling  of 
the  tenants,  I  wanted  nothing  which  their 
indigent  circumstances  could  afford :  but 
tiieir  favour  was  a  weak  resource  against  the 
jealous  enmity  of  my  cousins,  wiio,  the  more 
my  infancy  promised,  conceived  the  more 
implacable  hatred  against  me ;  and  before  I 
was  six  years  of  age,  had  so  efroctually 
blockaded  my  grandfather,  that  I  never  saw 
him  but  by  stealth,  when  I  sometimes  made 
up  to  his  chair,  as  he  sal;  to  view  his  labourers 
m  the  field ;  on  which  occasions  he  would 
stroke  my  head,  bid  me  be  a  good  boy,  and 
promise  to  take  care  of  me.  I  was  soon 
ifter  sent  to  school  at  a  village  hard  by,  of 
which  he  had  been  dictator  time  out  of  mind  : 
but  as  he  neither  paid  for  my  board,  nor  sup- 
plied me  with  clothes,  books,  or  other  necess- 
aries I  required,  my  condition  was  very 
ragged  and  contemptible;  and  the  school- 
master, who,  through  fear  of  my  grandfather, 
taught  me  gratis,  gave  himself  no  concern 
about  the  progress  I  made  under  his  instruc- 
tion. In  spite  of  all  these  difficulties  and 
disgraces,  I  became  a  good  proficient  in  the 
Latin  tongue ;  and  as  soon  as  I  could  write 
tolerably,  pestered  my  grandfather  with  let- 
ters to  such  a  degree,  that  he  sent  for  my 
master,  and  chid  him  severely  for  bestowing 
such  pains  on  my  education,  telling  him,  that 
if  ever  I  should  be  brought  to  the  gallows  for 
forgery,  which  he  had  taught  me  to  commit, 
my  biood  would  lie  on  his  head.  The  pedant, 
who  dreaded  nothing  more  than  the  displea- 
sure of  his  patron,  assured  his  honour,  that 
the  boy's  ability  was  more  owing  to  his  own 
genms  and  application,  than  to  any  instruc- 
tion or  encouragement  he  received ;  that, 
although  he  could  not  divest  him  of  the  know- 
ledge he  had  already  imbibed,  unless  he  would 
empower  him  to  disable  his  fingers,  he  should 
endeavour,  with  God's  help,  to  prevent  his 
future  improvement.  And,  indeed,  he  punc- 
tually perforreed  what  he  had  undertaken ; 
for,  on  pretence  that  I  had  writ  impertinent 
letters  to  my  grandfather,  he  caused  a  board 
to  be  made  with  five  holes  in  it,  through  which 
«e  thruS?;  the  fingers  and  thumb  of  my  right 
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hand,  and  fastened  it  with  whip-cord  to  my 
wrist,  in  such  a  mamu'r  as  ''irectuaily  debarred 
me  the  use  of  my  pen.  But  this  restraint  I 
was  freed  from  in  a  few  days,  by  an  accident 
which  happened  in  a  quarrel  between  mo  and 
another  boy;  who,  taking  ui)on  him  to  insult 
my  poverty,  I  was  so  incensed  at  his  ungen- 
erous reproach,  that,  with  one  stroke  of  my 
machine,  1  cut  him  to  the  scull,  to  the  great 
terror  of  niyself  and  school-tt'llows,  who  left 
him  bleeding  on  the  ground,  and  ran  to  inform 
the  master  of  what  had  happer.cd.  I  was  so 
severely  punished  for  this  trespass,  that, 
were  I  to  live  to  the  age  of  Methuselah,  the 
impression  it  made  on  me  would  not  be 
effaced;  no  more  than  the  antipathy  and 
horror  I  conceived  for  the  merciless  tyrant 
who  inflicted  it.  The  contempt  which  my 
appearance  naturally  produced  in  all  who  saw 
me,  the  continual  wants  to  which  I  was  ex- 
posed, and  my  own  haughty  disposition, 
impatient  of  affronts,  involved  me  in  a  thou- 
sand troublesome  adventures,  by  which  I  was 
at  length  inured  to  adversity,  and  emboldened 
to  undertakings  far  above  my  years.  I  was 
often  inhumanly  scourged  for  crimes  I  did 
not  commit;  because,  having  the  character 
of  a  vagabond  in  the  village,  every  piece  of 
mischief,  whose  author  lay  unknown,  was 
charged  upon  me.  I  have  been  found  guilty 
of  robi)ing  orchards  I  never  entered;  of  killing 
cats  I  never  hurt;  of  stealing  gingerbread 
I  never  touched  ;  and  of  abusing  old  women 
I  n^ver  saw.  Nay,  a  stammering  carpenter 
had  ehxiuence  enough  to  persuade  my  master 
that  I  fired  a  pistol,  loaded  with  small  shot, 
into  liis  window ;  though  my  landlady  and 
the  whole  family  bore  witness  that  I  was 
a-bed  fast  asleep  at  the  time  when  this  out- 
rage was  committed.  I  was  once  flogged 
for  having  narrowly  escaped  drowning,  by 
the  sinking  of  a  ferry-boat  in  which  I  was  a 
passenger ;  another  time  for  having  recovered 
of  a  bruise  occasioned  by  a  horse  and  cart 
running  over  me;  a  third  time  for  being  bit 
by  a  baker's  dog.  In  short,  whether  I  was 
guilty  or  unfortunate,  the  correction  and 
sympathy  of  this  arbitrary  pedagogue  were 
the  same.  Far  from  being  subdued  by  this 
infernal  usage,  my  indignation  triumphed  over 
that  slavish  awe  whicii  had  hitherto  enforced 
my  obedience  ;  and  the  more  my  years  and 
knowledge  increased,  the  more  I  perceived 
the  injustice  and  barbarity  of  his  behaviour. 
By  the  help  of  an  uncommon  genius,  and  the 
advice  and  direction  of  our  usher,  who  had 
served  my  father  in  his  travels,  1  made  a  sur- 
prising progress  in  the  classics,  writing,  and 
arithmetic ;  so  that,  before  I  was  twelve 
years  old,  I  was  allowed  by  every  body  to 
be  the  best  scholar  in  the  school.  This 
qualification,  together  with  a  boldness  of 
temper,  and  strength  of  make,  which  had 
subjected  almost  all  my  contemporaries,  gave 
me  such  influence  over  them,  that  I  began  to 
form  cabals  against  my  persecutor,  and  waa 
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in  hope  of  being  able  to  bid  him  defiance  in  a 
very  short  time.  Being  at  the  head  of  a  fiic- 
lion  consisting  of  thirty  boys,  most  of  them 
of  my  own  age,  I  was  determined  to  put  their 
metal  to  trial,  that  I  niight  know  how  far  they 
were  to  be  depended  upon,  bef(jre  I  put  my 
yrand  scheme  .in  execution  :  with  this  view 
we  attacked  a  body  of  stout  apprentices,  who 
had  taken  possession  of  a  part  of  the  ground 
allotted  to  us  for  the  scene  of  our  diversions, 
and  who  were  then  playing  at  nine-pins  on 
'he  spot:  but  I  had  tlie  mortification  to  see 
my  adherents  routed  in  an  instant,  and  a  leg 
of  one  of  them  broken  in  his  flight,  by  the 
bowl,  which  one  of  our  adversaries  had  de- 
fached  in  pursi'.it  of  us.  This  discomQure 
did  not  hinder  us  from  engaging  them  atlcr- 
wards  in  frequent  skirmishes,  which  wo  main- 
tained by  throwing  stones  at  a  distance, 
v/herein  I  received  many  wounds,  the  scars 
of  which  still  remain.  Our  enemies  were  so 
harassed  and  interrupted  by  tliese  alarms, 
that  they  at  last  abandoned  their  conquest, 
and  letl  us  to  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our 
own  territories.  It  would  be  endless  to  euu- 
.nierate  the  exploits  we  performed  in  the 
i-ourse  of  this  confederacy,  which  became 
the  terror  of  the  whole  village  ;  insomuch, 
iVial  wh'^".  different  interesi-a  .:.A'ided  it,  one 
of  tiie  parties  commonly  courted  the  assist- 
ance of  Roderick  Random  (by  which  name 
I  was  known)  to  cast  the  balance,  and  keep 
the  opposite  faction  in  awe.  Meanwhile,  I 
took  the  advantage  of  every  play-day  to  pre- 
sent myself  before  my  grandfather,  to  whom 
I  seldom  found  access,  by  reason  of  his  being 
closely  besieged  by  a  numerous  family  of  his 
female  grandchildren,  who,  though  they  per- 
petually quarrelled  among  themselves,  never 
failed  to  join  against  me,  as  the  common 
enemy  of  all.  His  heir,  who  was  about  the 
age  of  eighteen,  minded  nothing  but  fox- 
hunting, and,  indeed,  was  qualified  for  nothing 
else,  notwithstanding  his  grandfather's  indul- 
gimce  in  entertaining  a  tutor  for  him  at  home, 
who  at  the  same  time  performed  the  ofllce 
of  parish-clerk.  This  young  Actseon,  who 
inherited  his  grandfather's  antipathy  to  every 
thing  in  distress,  never  set  eyes  on  me  with- 
out uncoupling  his  beagles,  and  hunting  me 
into  some  cottage  or  other,  whitlier  I  gene- 
rally fled  for  shelter.  I,i  this  Christian 
amusement  he  Whj}  cuoouraged  by  his  pre- 
ceptor, wh  3,  no  doubt,  took  such  opportunities 
to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  rising  sun,  ob- 
serving that  the  old  gentleman,  according  to 
I  lie  course  of  nature,  had  not  long  to  live,  for 
he  was  already  on  the  verge  of  fourscore. 
The  behaviour  of  this  rascally  sycophant 
incensed  me  so  much,  tliat  one  day,  when  I 
was  beleaguered  by  him  and  his  hounds  in  a 
farmer's  house,  whore  I  had  found  protection, 
I  took  aim  at  him  (being  an  excellent  marks- 
nian)  with  a  large  pebble,  which  struck  out 
foiir  of  his  fi)re-teeth,  and  effectunlly  inca- 
\iacitated  him  for  doing  the  office  of  a  clerk. 


CHAPTER  in 

My  mother\s  brother  arrives — relieves  me— 
a  description  of  him — he  goes  along  with 
me  to  the  house  of  my  grandfather — is  en- 
countered by  his  dogs — defeats  them  after 
a  bloody  engagement — is  admitted  to  the 
old  gentleman — a  dialogue  between  them. 

About  this  time,  my  mother's  only  brother, 
who  had  been  long  abroad,  lieutenant  of  a 
man  of  war,  arrived  in  his  own  country  ; 
where,  being  informed  of  my  condition,  he 
came  to  see  me,  and,  out  of  his  slender 
finances,  not  only  supplied  me  with  what 
necessaries  I  wanted  for  the  present,  but 
resolved  not  to  leave  the  country  until  he  had 
prevailed  on  rny  grandfather  to  settle  some- 
thing handsome  on  me  for  the  future.  This 
was  a  task  to  which  he  was  by  no  means 
equal,  being  entirely  ignorant  not  only  of  the 
judge's  disposition,  but  also  unacquainted 
with  the  ways  of  men  in  general,  to  which 
his  education  on-board  had  kept  him  an  utter 
stranger.  He  was  a  strong  built  man,  some- 
what bandy-legged,  with  a  neck  like  that  of 
a  bull,  and  a  face  which  (you  might  easily 
perceive)  had  withstood  the  most  obstinate 
assaults  of  the  weather.  His  dress  consisted 
of  a  soldier's  coat  altered  for  him  by  the 
ship's  tailor,  a  striped  flannel  jacket,  a  paii 
of  red  breeches,  japanned  with  pitch,  clean 
grey  worsted  stockings,  large  silver  buckles 
that  covered  three-fourths  of  his  shoes,  a 
silver  laced  hat,  whose  crown  overlooked  the 
brim  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  a  black  bob- 
wig  in  buckle,  a  check  shirt,  a  silk  handker- 
chief, a  hanger  with  a  brass  handle,  girded 
to  his  thigh  oy  a  tarnished  laced  belt,  and  a 
good  oak  plant  under  his  arm.  Thus  equipped 
he  set  out  with  me  (who,  by  his  bounty,  made 
a  very  decent  appearance)  for  my  grand- 
father's house  ;  where  we  were  saluted  by 
Jowler  and  Caesar,  whom  my  cousin,  young 
master,  had  let  loose  at  our  approach.  Being 
well  acquainted  with  the  inveteracy  of  these 
curs,  I  was  about  to  betake  myself  to  my 
heels,  when  my  uncle  seized  me  with  one 
hand,  brandished  his  cudgel  with  the  other, 
and  at  one  blow  laid  Ca;sar  sprawling  on  the 
ground  ;  but  finding  himself  attacked  at  the 
same  time  in  the  rear  by  Jowler,  and  fearing 
Caesar  might  recover,  he  drew  his  hanger, 
wheeled  about,  and,by  a  lucky  stroke,  severed 
Jowler's  head  from  his  body.  By  this  time 
the  young  fox-hunter  and  three  servants, 
armed  with  pitch-forks  and  flails,  were  come 
to  the  assistance  of  the  dogs,  whom  they 
found  breathless  upon  the  field ;  and  my 
cousin  was  so  provoked  at  the  death  of  his 
favourites,  that  he  ordered  his  attendants  to 
advance,  and  take  vengeance  on  their  execu- 
tioner, whom  he  loaded  with  all  the  ciirseH 
and  reproaches  his  anger  could  sufrgeet. 
Upon  which  my  uncle  stepped  forward  witJ 
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a:i  uiitlaiuited  air,  at  the  sij.Wit  ofwliosc  bloody 
weapon  his  aiitaironists  lull  back  with  pre- 
cipitation, wiien  he  accosted  their  leader 
tlius :  "  Lookce,  brother,  your  dogs  have 
boarded  me  without  provocation — what  I  did 
was  in  mv  own  defence.  So  you  had  best 
be  civil,  and  let  us  shoot  a-head  clear  of  you." 
Whether  the  younir  squire  misinterpreted 
tny  uncle's  desire  of  peace,  or  was  enraged 
at"  the  fate  of  his  hounds  beyond  his  usual 
pitch  of  resolution,  I  know  not;  but  he 
snatched  a  Hail  from  one  of  his  followers,  and 
came  up  with  a  show  of  assaulting  the  lieu- 
tenant, who,  putting  himself  in  a  posture  of 
defence,  proceeded  thus  :  "  Lookce,  you  lub- 
berly son  of  a  w — e,  if  you  come  athwart  me, 
'ware  of  your  gingerbread  work  ;  I'll  be  foul 
of  your  quarter,  d — n  me."  This  declara- 
tion, followed  by  a  Hounsli  of  his  hanger, 
seemed  to  check  the  progress  of  the  young 
gentleman's  choler,  who,  looking  behind  him, 
perceived  his  attendants  had  slunk  into  the 
iiouse,  shut  the  gate,  and  left  him  to  decide 
tlie   contention  by  himself.     Here   a   parley 

0  isued,  which  was  introduced  by  my  cousin's 
asking,  "  Who  the  d — 1  are  yon  ! — What 
GO  you  want ! — Some  scoundrel  of  a  seaman, 

1  suppose,  who  has  deserted,  and  turned  tiiicf. 
I;ut  don't  think  you  shall  escape,  sirrah — I'll 
have  you  hanged,  you  dog,  I  will — your  blood 
shall   pay  for  that  of  my  two  hounds,  you 
raggamutlhi.     I  would  not  have  parted  with 
them  to  save   your  whole   generation  frorn 
the  gallows,  you  ruiEan  you."     "  None  of 
your  jaw,    you   swab — none   of  your  jaw," 
replied   my  uncle,   "  else   I  shall  trim   your 
laced  jacket  for  you — I  shall  rub  you  down 
with  an  oaken  towel,  my  boy, — I  shall."     So 
saying,  he  sheathed  his  hanger  and  grasped 
his  cudgel.     Meanwhile,  tlie  people  of  the 
house  being  alarmed,  one  of  my  female  cou- 
sins opened  a  window,  and  asked  what  was 
Ihe  matter!     "The  matter!"  answered  the 
lieutenant,  "  no  great  matter,  young  woman. 
I  have  busmess  with  the  old  gentleman,  and 
this  spark,  belike,  won't  allow  me  to  corne 
alongside  of  him,  that's  all."     After  a  few 
minutes  pause,  we  were  admitted,  and  con- 
ducted to  my  grandfather's  chamber,  through 
a  lane  of  my  relations,  who  honoured  me 
with  very  significant  looks  as  I  passed  along. 
When  we  came  into  the  judge's  presence, 
my  uncle,  after  two  or  three  sea-bows,  e.x- 
pressed   himself  in    this    manner:     "Your 
servant — your  servant.     What  cheer,  father ! 
what  cheer ! — I  suppose  you  don't  know  me — 
mayhap  you  don't — my  name  is  Tom  IJowl- 
inrr — and  this  here  boy,  you  look  as  if  you 
did   not   know    him   neither — 'tis   like   you 
mayn't,     lie's  new  rigged,  i'faith  !  his  cloth 
don't  now  shake  in  the  wind  so  much  as  it 
wont  to  do.     'Tis    tny  nephew,    d'ye   see, 
Roderick  Random — your  own  flesh  and  blood, 
old  gentleman.     Don't  lag  astern,  you  dog," 
pulling  me  forsvard.     My  grandfather  (who 


was  laid  up  witli  the  gout)  received  tins  rela- 
tion, after  his  long  absence,  with  that  cold- 
ness of  civUiiy  which  was  peculiar  to  Inm ; 
told  him  he  was  glad  to  see  him,  and  desired 
liim  to  sit  down.     "  Thank  ye,  thank  ye,  sn 
I  had  as  lief  stand  ;"  said  my  uncle,  "  for  my 
own  part,  I  desire  nothing  of  you  ;  but  if  you 
have  any  conscience  at  all,  do  something  for 
this  poor  boy,  who  has  been  used  at  a  very 
uncliristian  rate.     Unchristian  do  I  call  it ! — 
1  am  sure  the  Moors  in  Barbary  have  more 
iiumanity  than  to  leave  their  little  ones  to 
want.     I  would  fain  know  why  my  sister's 
son  is  more  neglected  than  that  there  fair- 
weather  Jack ;"  (pointing  to  the  young  squire, 
who,  with  the  rest  of  my  cousins,  had  fol- 
lowed us  into  the  room).     "  1«  not  he  as  near 
akin  to  you  as  the  other?    Is  he  not  muoii 
handsomer  and  better  built  than  that  great 
chuckle-head  ! — Come,  come,  consider,  old 
gentleman,  you  are  going  in  a  short  time  to 
give  an  account  of  your  evil  actions.     Re- 
member tiie  wrongs  you  did  his  father,  and 
make  all  the  satisfaction  in  your  power,  before 
it  be  too  late.     The  least  thing  you  can  do  is 
to  settle  his  father's  portion  on  him."     The 
young  ladies,  who  thought  themselves  too 
much  concerned  to  contain  themselves  any 
longer,  set  up  their  throats  altogether  against 
my  protector, — "  scurvy  companion, — saucy 
tarpaulin, — rude,    impertinent    fellow  ! — did 
he  think   to   prescribe   to  grandpapa!    His 
sister's  brat  had  been  too  well  taken   care 
of, — grandpapa  was  too  just  not  to  make  a 
difference   between  an   unnatural,  rebellious 
son,  and  his  dutiful  loving  children,  who  took 
his  advice  in  all  things  ;" — and  such  express- 
ions  were   vented   against   him   with   great 
violence,  until  the  judge  at  length  commanded 
silence.     He  calinly  rebuked  my  uncle  for 
his  unmannerly  behaviour,  which  he  said  he 
would  excuse  on  account  of  his  education  ; 
he  told  him  he  had  been  very  kind  to  the  boy, 
whom  he  had  kept  at  school  seven  or  eight 
years,  although  he  was  informed  he  made  no 
progress  in  his  learning,  but  was  addicted  to 
all  manner  of  vice,  which  he  rather  believed, 
because  he  himself  was  witness  to  a  barbar- 
ous piece  of  mischief  he  had  committed  on 
the  jaws  of  his  chaplain.     But,  however,  he 
would  see  what  the  lad  was  fit  for,  and  biua 
him  apprentice  to  some  honest  tradesman  or 
other,  provided  he  would  mend  his  manners, 
and  behave  for  the  future  as  became  him. 
Tlie  honest  tar  (whose  pride  and  indignation 
boiled  within  him)  answered  my  grandl'ather, 
that  it  was  true  he  had  sent  him  to  school, 
but  it  had  cost  him  nothing,  fjrhe  had  never 
been  at  one  shilling  expense  to  furnish  him 
with  food,  raiment,  books,  or  other  necess- 
aries ;  so  that  it  was  not  to  be  much  won. 
dcred  at,  if  the  boy  made  small  progress  ;  and 
yet,  whoever  told  him  so,  was  a  lying  lub 
bcrly  rascal,  and  deserved  to  be  keel-hauled: 
for,  though  he  (the  lieutenant)  did  not  under. 
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Ktand  those  matters  himself,  he  was  well 
informed  as  how  Rory  was  the  best  scholar 
of  his  age  in  all  the  country  ;  the  truth  of 
which  he  would  maintain  by  laying  a  wager 
of  his  whole  half-year's  pay  on  the  boy's 
head ;  (with  these  words  he  pulled  out  his 
purse,  and  challenged  the  company). — "  Nei- 
ther is  he  predicted  to  vice,  as  you  affirm, 
but  rather  left  like  a  wreck,  d'ye  see,  at  the 
mercy  of  the  v.ind  and  weather,  by  your 
neglect,  old  gentleman.  As  for  what  hap- 
pened to  your  chaplain,  I  am  only  sorry  that 
he  did  not  knock  out  the  scoundrel's  brains, 
instead  of  his  teeth.  By  the  Lord  !  if  ever  I 
come  up  with  him,  he  had  better  be  in  Green- 
land,— that's  all.  Thank  you  for  your  cour- 
teous offer,  of  binding  the  lad  apprentice  to 
a  tradesman.  I  suppose  you  would  make  a 
tailor  of  him — would  you  f  I  had  rather  see 
him  hang'd,  d'ye  see.  Come  along,  Rory,  I 
perceive  how  the  land  lies,  my  boy, — let's 
tack  about,  i'faith, — while  I  have  a  shilling 
thou  shan't  want  a  tester.  B'wi'ye,  old  gen- 
tleman, you're  bound  for  the  other  world,  but 
I  believe  damnably  ill  provided  for  the  voyage. 
Thus  ended  our  visit ;  and  we  returned  to  the 
village,  my  uncle  muttering  curses  all  the 
way  against  the  old  shark  and  the  young  fry 
that  surrounded  him. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

My  grandfather  makes  his  will — our  second 
visit — he  dies — his  will  is  read  in  pre- 
sence of  all  his  living  descendants — the 
disappointment  of  my  female  cousins — 
my  uncle's  behaviour. 

A  FEW  weeks  after  our  first  visit,  we  were 
informed  that  the  old  judge,  at  the  end  of  a 
fit  of  thoughtfulness,  which  lasted  three  days, 
had  sent  for  a  notary,  and  made  his  will ;  that 
the  disorder  had  mounted  from  his  legs  to  his 
stomach ;  and  being  conscious  of  his  approach- 
ing end, he  had  desired  to  see  all  his  descend- 
ants without  exception.  In  obedience  to 
this  summons,  my  uncle  set  out  with  me  a 
second  time,  to  receive  the  last  benediction 
of  my  grandfather :  often  repeating  by  the 
road, — "  Ey,  ey,  we  have  brought  up  the  old 
hulk  at  last :  you  shall  see, — you  shall  see 
the  effect  of  my  admonition."  When  we 
entered  his  chamber,  wliich  was  crowded 
with  his  relations,  we  advanced  to  the  bed- 
side, where  we  found  him  in  his  last  agonies, 
supported  by  two  of  his  grand-daughters, 
who  sat  on  each  side  of  him  sobbing  most 
])iteously,  and  wiping  away  the  froth  and 
slaver  as  it  gathered  on  his  lips,  which  they 
frequently  kissed  with  a  show  of  great  anguish 
ftnd  affection.  My  uncle  approached  him 
with  these  words :  "  What !  he's  not  a-weigh. 
How  fare  ye,  how  fare  ye,  old  gentleman  1 — 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  your  poor  sinful  soul." 
IJnon  which  the  dying  man  turned  his  languid 


eyes  towards  us,  and  Mr  Bowling  went  on, 
"  here's  poor  Rory  come  to  see  you  before 
you  die,  and  receive  your  blessing.     What, 
man  !  dou't  despair, — you  have  been  a  great 
sinner,    'tis   true ;   what   then  ?     There's   a 
righteous    Judge    above, — an't    there? — He 
minds  me  no  more  than  a  porpuss.     Ye3, 
yes,  he's  a-going, — the  land  crabs  will  have 
him,  I  see  that ;  his  anchor's  a-peak,  i'faith.'" 
This  homely  conversation  scandalized   the 
company  so  much,  and  especially  the  parson, 
who  probably  thought  his  province  invaded, 
that  we  were  obliged  to  retire  into  another 
room,  where,  in  a  ^ew  minutes,  we  were  con- 
vinced of  my  grandfather's   decease,  by  a 
dismal  yell  uttered  by  the  young  ladies  in  his 
apartment ;  whither  we  immediately  hastened, 
and  found  his  heir,  who  had  retired  a  little 
before  into  a  closet,  under  pretence  of  giving 
vent  to  his  sorrow,  asking,  with  a  counte- 
nance beslubbered  with  tears,  if  his  grandpapa 
was   certainly   dead? — "Dead!"    says    my 
uncle,  looking  at  the  body,  "  ay,  ay,  I'll  war- 
rant him  as  dead  as  a  herring.     Odd's  fish  * 
now  my  dream  is  out,  for  all  the  world.     I 
thought  I  stood  upon  the  forecastle,  and  saw 
a  parcel  of  carrion  crows  foul  of  a  dead  shark 
that  floated  alongside,  and  the  devil  perching 
on  our  sprit-sail-yard,  in  the  likeness  of  r, 
blue  bear, — who,  d'ye  see,  jumped  overboard 
upon  the  carcass,  and  carried  it  to  the  bottom 
in  his  claws."     "  Out  upon  thee,  reprobate," 
cried  the  parson,  "  out  upon  thee,  blasphem- 
ous  wretch  ! — Dost  thou  think  his  honour's 
soul  is  in  the  possession  of  Satan  ?"     The 
clamour  immediately   arose,    and   my   poor 
uncle,  being  shouldered  from  one  corner  of 
the  room  to  the  other,  was  obliged  to  lug  out 
in  his  own  defence,  and  swear  he  would  turn 
out  for  no  man,  till  such  time  as  he  knew 
who  had  a  title  to  send  him  adrift.     "  None 
of  your  tricks   upon  travellers,"    said    he ; 
"  mayhap  old  buff  has  left  my  kin:?man  here 
his  heir : — If  he  has,  it  will  be  better  for  his 
miserable  soul.     Odd's  bob  :  I'd  desire  no 
better  news.     I'd  soon   make   him  a  clear 
ship,  I  warrant  you."     To  avoid  any  further 
disturbance,  one  of  my  grandfather's  execu- 
tors, who  was  present,  assured  Mr  Bowling, 
that  his  nephew  should  have  all  manner  of 
justice  ;  that  a  day  should  be  appointed,  after 
the  funeral,  for  examining  the  papers  of  the 
deceased,  in   presence  of  all  his  relations  : 
till  which  time  every  desk   and  cabinet  in 
the  house  should  remain  close  sealed ;  and 
that  he  was  very  welcome  to  be  witness  to 
this  ceremony,  which  was  immediately  per- 
formed to  his  satisfaction.     In  the  meantime, 
orders  were  given  to  provide  mourning  for 
all  the   relations,   in   which  number  I  was 
included  :  but  my  uncle  would  not  suffer  me 
to   accept  of  it.  until   I   should  be    assured 
wlietlier  or  not  I  had  reason  to  honour  his 
memory  so  far.     During  this   interval,  the 
conjectures  of  people  with  regard  to  the  old 
gentleman's  will  were  various.     As  it  wao 
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.veil  known  he  liad,  besides  his  landed  estate, 
which  was  worth  jC7(K)  per  annum,  six  or 
seven  thousand  pounds  at  interest,  some 
imao-jned  that  tiie  whole  real  estate  (which 
he  had  greatly  improved)  would  i,'o  to  the 
young'  man  whom  he  always  entertained  as 
his  heir  ;  and  that  the  money  would  be  etiusJly 
divided  between  my  female  cousins  (five  in 
number)  and  me.  Others  were  of  opinion, 
that  as  the  rest  of  his  children  had  been 
already  provided  for,  he  would  only  bequeath 
two  or  three  hundred  pounds  to  each  of  his 
grand-daughters,  and  leave  the  bulk  of  the 
sum  to  me,  to  atone  for  his  unnatural  usage 
of  iny  father.  At  length  the  important  hour 
arrived,  and  the  will  was  produced  in  the 
midst  of  the  expectants,  whose  looks  and 
gestures  formed  a  group  that  would  have 
hcen  very  entertaining  to  an  unconcerned 
spectator.  But  the  reader  can  scarce  con- 
ceive the  astonishment  and  mortification  that 
appeared,  when  the  attorney  pronounced 
aloud, — the  young  squire  sole  heir  of  all  his 
grandfather's  estate,  personal  and  real.  My 
uncle,  who  had  listened  with  great  attention, 
sucking  the  head  of  his  cudgel  all  the  while, 
accompanied  tiiese  words  of  the  attorney 
with  a  stare  and  whew,  that  alarmed  the 
whole  assembly.  The  eldest  and  pertest  of 
my  female  competitors,  who  had  been  always 
very  officious  about  my  grandfather's  person, 
inquired  with  a  faultering  accent,  and  visage 
as  yellow  as  an  orange,  "  if  there  were  no 
legacies  ]"  and  was  answered,  "  none  at  all." 
Upon  which  she  fainted  away.  The  rest, 
whose  expectations,  perhaps,  were  not  so 
sanguine,  supported  their  disappointment 
with  more  resolution  ;  though  not  without 
giving  evident  marks  of  indignation,  and 
grief,  at  least  as  genuine  as  that  which  ap- 
peared in  them  at  the  old  gentleman's  death. 
My  conductor,  after  having  kicked  with  his 
heel  for  some  time  against  the  wainscot, 
began  :  "  So,  there's  no  legacy,  friend  :  ha ! 
here's  an  old  succubus  :  but  somebody's  soul 
howls  for  it,  d — n  me  !"  The  parson  of  the 
parish,  who  was  one  of  the  executors  and 
had  acted  as  ghostly  director  to  the  old  man, 
no  sooner  heard  this  exclamation  than  he 
cried  out,  "  Avaunt,  unchristian  reviler ! 
avaunt ! — wilt  thou  not  allow  the  soul  of  his 
honour  to  rest  in  peace  ]"  But  this  zealous 
pastor  did  not  find  himself  so  warmly  seconded 
as  formerly  by  the  young  ladies,  who  now 
joined  my  uncle  against  him,  and  accused 
him  of  Having  acted  the  part  of  a  busy-body 
with  their  grandpapa ;  whose  ears  he  had 
certainly  abused  by  false  stories  to  their  pre- 
iMdicc,  or  else  he  would  n)t  have  neglected 
them  in  such  an  unnatural  manner.  The 
young  squire  was  much  diverted  with  this 
scene,  and  whispered  to  my  uncle,  that,  if 
ne  had  not  murdered  his  dogs,  he  would  have 
shown  him  glorious  fun,  by  hunting  a  black 
badger  (so  he  termed  the  clergj'man).  The 
Burly  lieutenant,  wlrj  was  not  in  a  humour 


to  relish  this  amusement,  replied,  "  Von  and 
your  dugs  may  be  d — d.  I  suppose  you'll 
find  them  with  your  old  dad,  in  the  latitude 
of  hell.  Come,  Rory — about  ship,  my  lad, — 
we  must  steer  another  course,  I  think." 
And  away  we  went. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Tke  schoolmaster  uses  me  barbarously — I 
form  a  project  of  revenge,  in  which  I  am 
assisted  bij  my  uncle — /  leave  the  village 
— am  settled  at  a  university  by  his  gene- 
rosity. 

On  our  way  back  to  the  village,  my  uncle 
spoke  not  a  word  during  the  space  of  a  whole 
hour,  but  whistled,  with  great  vehemence, 
the  tune  of  Why  should  we  quarrel  for 
riches,  cj-c.  his  visage  being  contracted  all 
the  while  into  a  most  formidable  frown.  At 
length  his  pace  increased  to  such  a  degree, 
that  I  was  left  behind  a  considerable  way. 
Then  he  waited  for  me  ;  and  when  I  was 
almost  up  with  him,  called  out  in  a  surly 
tone,  "  Bear  a  hand,  damme  !  must  1  bring- 
to  every  minute  for  you,  you  lazy  dog.'" 
Then  laying  hold  of  me  by  the  arm,  hauled 
me  along,  until  his  good  nature  (of  whicii 
he  had  a  great  share)  and  reflection  getting 
the  better  of  his  passion,  he  said, — "  Come, 
my  boy,  don't  be  cast  down, — the  old  rascal 
is  in  hell, — that's  some  satisfaction  ;  you  shall 
q^o  to  sea  with  me,  my  lad. — A  light  heart 
and  a  thin  pair  of  breeches  goes  through 
the  world,  brave  boys,  as  the  song  goes,  eh  !" 
Though  this  proposal  did  not  at  all  suit  my 
inclination,  I  was  afraid  of  discovering  my 
aversion  to  it,  lest  I  should  disoblige  the  only 
friend  I  had  in  the  world  ;  and  he  was  so 
much  a  seaman,  that  he  never  dreamt  I  could 
have  any  objection  to  his  design;  consequently 
gave  himself  no  trouble  in  consulting  my 
approbation.  But  this  resolution  was  soon 
dropt,  by  the  advice  of  our  usher,  who  assured 
Mr  Bowling,  it  would  be  a  thousand  pities 
to  baulk  my  genius,  which  would  certainly, 
one  day,  make  my  fortune  on  shore,  pro- 
vided it  received  due  cultivation.  Upon 
which  this  generous  tar  determined  (though 
he  could  ill  afford  it)  to  give  me  a  university 
education,  and  accordingly  settled  my  board 
and  other  expenses,  at  a  town  not  many 
miles  distant,  famous  for  its  colleges,  whither 
we  repaired  in  a  short  time.  But,  before  the 
day  of  our  departure,  the  schoolmaster,  who 
no  longer  had  the  fear  of  n-^  grandfather 
before  his  eyes,  laid  aside  all  decency  and 
•estraint,  and  not  only  abused  me  in  the 
tjrossest  langruaffe  his  rancour  could  suggest, 
as  a  wicked,  profligate,  dull,  beggarly  mis- 
creant, whom  he  had  taught  out  of  charity  ; 
but  also  inveighed  in  the  most  bitter  mannei 
against  the  memory  of  the  judge  (who,  by 
the  by,  had  procured  that  settlement  for  him) 
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hinting  in  pretty  plain  terms,  that  the  old 
gfentleman's  soul  was  damned  to  all  eternity 
for  his  injustice  in  neglecting-  to  pay  tor  my 
learning.  This  brutal  behaviour,  added  to 
the  sutlerings  I  had  formerly  undergone, 
made  me  think  it  high  time  to  be  revenged 
of  this  insolent  pedagogue.  Having  con- 
sulted my  adherents,  I  found  them  all  staunch 
in  their  promises  to  stand  by  me  ;  and  our 
Bcheme  was  this.  In  the  aflornoon  preced- 
ing the  day  of  my  departure  for  the  univer- 
sity, I  resolved  to  take  tiie  advantage  of  the 
usher's  going  out  to  make  water  (which  he 
regularly  did  at  four  o'clock),  and  shut  the 
great  door,  that  he  might  not  come  to  the 
assistance  of  his  superior.  This  being  done, 
the  assault  was  to  be  begim  by  my  advancing 
to  my  master,  and  spitting  in  his  face.  I 
was  to  be  seconded  by  two  of  the  strongest 
boys  in  the  school,  who  were  devoted  to  me; 
their  business  was  to  join  me  in  dragging 
the  tyrant  to  a  bench,  over  which  he  was  to 
be  laid,  and  his  bare  posteriors  heartily 
flogged  with  his  own  birch,  which  we  pro- 
posed to  wrest  from  him  in  the  struggle  ;  but 
if  we  should  find  him  too  many  for  us  all 
three,  we  were  to  demand  the  assistance  of 
our  competitors,  who  should  be  ready  to 
reinforce  us,  or  oppose  any  thing  that  might 
be  undertaken  for  the  master's  relief.  One 
of  my  principal  assistants  was  called  Jeremy 
Gawky,  son  and  heir  of  a  wealthy  gentleman 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  the  name  of  the 
other  Hugh  Strap,  the  cadet  of  a  family 
wliich  had  given  shoemakers  to  the  village 
time  out  of  mind.  I  had  once  saved  Gavvky's 
life  by  plunging  into  a  river,  and  dragging 
him  on  shore,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of 
being  drowned.  I  had  often  rescued  him 
from  the  clutches  of  those  whom  his  insuf- 
ferable arrogance  had  provoked  to  resentment 
he  was  not  able  to  sustain  ;  and  many  times 
saved  his  reputation  and  posteriors  by  per- 
forming his  e.xercises  at  school ;  so  that  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  if  he  had  a  particular 
regard  for  me  and  my  interests.  The  at- 
tachment of  Strap  flowed  from  a  voluntary 
disinterested  inclination,  which  had  mani- 
fested itself  on  many  occasions  in  my  behalf 
he  having  once  rendered  me  the  same  ser- 
vice that  I  had  done  Gawky,  by  saving  my 
life  at  the  risk  of  his  own  :  and  often  fathered 
oflences  that  I  had  committed,  for  which  he 
suffered  severely,  rather  than  I  should  feel 
the  weight  of  the  punishment  I  deserved. 
These  two  cham.pions  were  the  more  willing 
to  engage  in  this  enterprise,  because  they 
intended  to  leave  the  school  the  next  day  as 
well  as  I  •  the  first  being  ordered  by  his  father 
to  return  into  the  country,  and  the  other 
being  bound  apprentice  to  a  barber,  at  a  mar- 
ket town  not  far  off. 

In  the  meantime,  my  uncle  being  informed 
of  my  master's  behaviour  to  me,  was  enraged 
at  his  in.'jolence,  and  vowed  revenge  so 
lieartily,  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  telling 


him  the  scheme  I  had  concerted  ;  which  he 
heard  with  great  satisfaction,  at  every  sen- 
tence squirlmg  out  a  mouthful  of  spittle, 
tinctured  with  tobacco,  of  which  he  constantly 
chewed  a  large  quid.  At  last,  pulling  up  his 
breeches,  he  cried, — "  No,  no,  zounds  1  that 
won't  do  neither, — howsomever,  'tis  a  bold 
undertaking,  my  lad — that  I  must  say,  i'faith  ! 
but  lookee,  lookec,  how  dost  propose  to  get 
clear  off] — won't  the  enemy  give  chase,  my 
boy] — ay,  ay,  that  he  will,  I  warrant, — and 
alarm  the  whole  coast.  Ah  !  God  help  thee, 
more  sail  than  ballast,  Rory.  Let  me  alone 
for  that, — leave  the  whole  to  me, — I'll  show 
him  the  fore-top-sail,  I  will.  If  so  be  your 
shipmates  are  jolly  boys,  and  won't  flinch, 
you  shall  see,  you  shall  see  ;  egad,  I'll  play 
liim  a  salt-water  trick — I'll  bring  him  to  the 
gang-way,  and  anoint  him  with  a  cat-o'-nine- 
tails ;  he  shall  have  a  round  dozen  doubled, 
my  lad,  he  shall, — and  be  left  lashed  to  hia 
meditations." 

We  were  very  proud  of  our  associate,  who 
immediately  went  to  work,  and  prepared  the 
instrument  of  his  revenge  with  great  skill  and 
expedition ;  tafter  which,  he  ordered  our  bag- 
gage to  be  packed  up  and  sent  oft'  a  day  before 
our  attempt,  and  got  horses  ready  to  be 
mounted,  as  soon  as  the  affair  should  be  over. 
At  length  the  hour  arrived,  when  our  auxiliary, 
seizing  the  opportunity  of  the  usher's  absence, 
bolted  in,  secured  the  door,  and  immediately 
laid  hold  of  the  pedant  by  his  collar,  who 
bawled  out  "Murder!  thieves!"  with  the 
voice  of  a  Stentor.  Though  I  trembled  all 
over  like  an  aspen-leaf,  I  knew  there  was  no 
time  to  be  lost,  and  accordingly  got  up,  and 
summoned  our  associa  e?  to  my  assistance. 
Strap  without  any  hesita'i~n  obeyed  the  sig- 
nal, and  seeing  me  leap  upon  the  master's 
back,  ran  immediately  to  one  of  his  legs, 
which  pulling  with  all  his  force,  his  dreadful 
adversary  was  humbled  to  the  ground  ;  upon 
which  Gawky,  who  had  hitherto  remained  in 
his  place,  under  the  influence  of  a  universal 
trepidation,  hastened  to  the  scene  of  action, 
and  insulted  the  fallen  tyrant  with  a  loud 
huzza,  in  which  the  whole  school  joined. 
This  noise  alarmed  the  usher,  who,  findmg 
himself  shut  out,  endeavoured,  partly  by 
threats,  and  partly  by  entreaties,  to  procure 
admission.  My  uncle  bade  him  have  a  little 
patienca,  and  he  wouM  let  him  in  presently: 
but,  if  he  pretended  to  move  from  that  place, 

it  should  fare  worse  with  the  son  of  a  b 

his  superior,  on  whom  he  intended  only  to 
bestow  a  little  wholesome  chastisement  for 
his  barbarous  usage  of  Rory,  "to  which," 
said  he,  "  you  are  no  etranoer."  By  tins 
time  we  had  dragged  the  criminal  to  a  post, 
to  which  Bowling  tied  him  with  a  rope  he 
had  provided  on  purpose,  after  having  secured 
his  liands  and  stript  his  back.  In  this  ludi- 
crous |)osture  he  stood  (to  the  no  small  enter- 
tainm"nt  of  the  boys,  who  crowded  about 
him,  and  shouted  with  great  exultation  at  thj 
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novelty  ot'lliu  siglit),  vt'iitinij  bitter  impreca- 
tions au-ainst  tlie  lieutenant,  and  reproaciiing 
MIS  scliolurs   with  treachery  and  rebellion  ; 
when  tiie   usher   was  adnutted,   whom    my 
uncle  accosted  in  this   manner:    "  Ilarkee, 
Mr  Syntax,  I  believe  you  are  an  honest  man, 
d'ye  see — and  I  liave  a  respect  lor  you — but 
for  all  that,  we  must  I'or  our  own  security, 
d'ye  see,  belay  you  tor  a  siiort  time."     With 
tliese  words,  he  pulled  out  some  fathoms  of 
cord,  which  the  honest  man  no  sooner  saw, 
than  he  protested  with  threat  earnestness  he 
would  allow  no  violence  to  be  otfered  to  him, 
at  the  same  time  accusing  me  of  perhdy  and 
ingratitude.     Uut  Bowling  representing  that 
It  was  in  vain  to  resist,  and  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  use  him  with  violence  and  indecency, 
but  only  to  hinder  him  from  raising  the  hue 
and  cry  against  us,  before  we  should  be  out 
of  their  power,   he   allowed   liimself  to  be 
bound  to  his  own  desk,  where  he  sat  a  spec- 
tator of  the  punishment  inflicted  on  iiis  prin- 
cipal.    My  uncle  having  upbraided  this  arbi- 
trary wretch  with  his  inhumanity  to  me,  told 
him  that  he   proposed  to  give  him  a  little 
discipline  for  the  good  of  his  soul;  which  he 
immediately  put  in  practice  with  great  vigour 
and   dexterity.     This   smart   application  to 
tJie  pedant's   withered  posteriors  gave   him 
such  exquisite  pain,  that  he  roared  like  a  mad 
bull,  danced,  cursed,  and  blasphemed,  like  a 
frantic    bedlamite.      When    the    lieutenant 
thought  himself  sufficiently  revenged,  he  took 
his  leave   of  him  in   these  words:    "Now, 
friend,  you'll  remember  me  the  longest  day 
you  have  to  live — I  have  given  you  a  lesson 
that  will  let  you  know  wliat  flogging  is,  and 
leach  you  to  have  more  sympathy  for  the 
future — shout,  boys,  shcut !"    This  ceremony 
was  no  sooner  over  than  my  uncle  proposed 
they  eiiould  quit  the  school,  and  convoy  their 
old  comrade  Rory  to  a  public  house,  about  a 
mile  from  the  village,  where  he  would  treat 
them  all.     His  ofler  being  joyfully  embraced, 
he  addressed  himself  to    Mr   Syntax,    and 
bogged  him  to  accompany  us;  but  this  invi- 
tation he  refused  witli  great  disdain,  telling 
my  benefactor  he  was  not  the  man  he  took 
jiim  to  be.     •'  Well,  well,  old  surly,"  replied 
my  uncle,  shaking  his  hand,  "  thou  art  an 
honest  fellow,  notwithstanding;  and  if  ever 
I  liave  the  command  of  a  ship,  thou  slialt  be 
our  schoolmaster,   i'faith."     So   saying,   he 
dismissed  the  boys,  and  locking  the  door, 
(eft  the  two  preceptors  to  console  one  another ; 
while  we  moved  forwards  on  our  journey, 
attended  by  a  numerous  retinue,  whom  he 
treated  according  to  his  promise.     We  parted 
with  many  tears,  and  lay  that  night  at  an  inn 
on  the  road,  about  ten  miles  short  of  the  town 
where  I  was  to  remain,  at  which  we  arrived 
next  day,  and  I  found  I  had  no  cause  to  com- 
plain of  the  accommodations  provided  for  me, 
in  being  boarded  at  the  house  of  an  apothe- 
cary, who  had  married  a  distant  relation  of 
my  mother      In  a  few  days  after,  my  uncle 


set  out  for  iiis  siiip,  having  settled  the  iit- 
cessary  funds  for  my  maintenance  and  edu 
cation. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

/  make  great  progress  in  my  studies — am 
caressed  fnj  every  body — ?/iy  female  cou- 
sins take  notice  of  inc — 1  reject  their 
invitation — they  are  incensed,  and  co7i- 
spire  against  me — /  am  left  destitute  by 
a  misfortune  that  befals  my  uncle — (Jaw- 
ky's  treachery — my  revenge. 

As  I  was  now  capable  of  reflection,  I  began 
to  consider  my  precarious  situation;  that  I 
was  utterly  abandoned  by  those  whose  duty 
it  was  to  protect  me ;  and  that  my  sole  de- 
pendence was  on  the  generosity  of  one  man, 
who  was  not  only  exposed,  by  his  profession, 
to  continual  dangers,  which  might  one  day 
deprive   me  of  him  for  ever;  but  also  (no 
doubt)  subject  to  those  vicissitudes  of  dispo- 
sition which   a  change   of   fortune    usually 
creates,  or  which  a  better  acquaintance  with 
the  world  might  produce :  for  1  always  ascribed 
his  benevolence  to  the  dictates  of  a  heart  &n 
yet  undebauched  by  a  commerce  with  man- 
kind.     Alarmed   at  these    considerations,  I 
resolved  to  apply  myself  with  great  care  to 
my  studies,  and  enjoy  the  opportunity  in  my 
power:  this  I  did  with  such  success,  that,  in 
the  space  of  three  years,  I  understood  Greek 
very  well,  was  pretty   far  advanced   in  the 
matheinaticg,  and  no  stranger  to  moral  and 
natural  jihilosophy;  logic  I  made  no  account 
of;  but,  above  all  things,  I  valued  myself  on 
my  taste  in  the  belles  lettres,  and  a  taJent 
for  poetry,  which  had  already  producea  some 
pieces  that  met  with  a  very  favourable  recep- 
tion.    These  qualitications,  added  to  a  good 
face   and   shape,   acquired   the   esteem   and 
acquaintance  of  the  most  considerable  people 
in  town,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find 
myself  in  some  degree  of  lavour  with  the 
ladies;  an  intoxicating  piece  of  goocMbrtune 
to  one  of  my  amorous  complexion  !  which  I 
obtained,  or  at  least  preserved,  by  gratifying 
their  propensity  to  scandal  in   lampooning 
their  rivals.     Two  of  my  female  cousins  lived 
in  this   place  with  their  mother,   since  the 
death  of  their  father,  who  Jeft  his  whole  for- 
tune equally  divided  betsveen  them  ;  sc  that, 
if  they  were   not  the   most  beautiful,   they 
were  at  least  the  richest  toasts  in  town,  and 
received  daily  the  addresses  of  all  the  beaux 
and  cavaliers  of  the  country.     Although    I 
had  hitherto  been  looked  upon  by  them  with 
the  most  supercilious  contempt,  my  character 
now  attracted  their  notice  so  nrich,  that  I 
was  given  to  understand  I  might  be  h(m(jured 
with  their  acquaintance,  if  I  pleased.     The 
reader  will  easily  perceive,  that  this  conde- 
scension either  flowed  fror.«i  the  hope  of  mak. 
ing  my  poetical  capacity  subservient  to  thei. 
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malice,  or,  at  least,  of  screening  themselves 
from  the  lasli  of  my  resentment,  which  they 
had  effectually  provoked.  I  enjoyed  this 
triumph  with  great  satisfaction  ;  and  not  only 
rejected  their  offer  with  disdain,  but  in  all  my 
performances,  wlietlier  satire  or  panegyric, 
industriously  avoided  mentioningtheir  names, 
even  while  I  celebrated  those  of  their  inti- 
mates :  this  neglect  mortified  their  pride 
?xceedingly,  and  incensed  them  to  such  a 
degree,  that  they  were  resolved  to  make  me 
repent  of  my  indifference.  The  first  stroke 
of  their  revenge  consist^-d  in  their  hiring  a 
poor  collegian  to  write  verses  against  me, 
the  subject  of  which  was  my  own  poverty, 
and  the  catastrophe  of  my  unhappy  parents ; 
but,  besides  the  badness  of  the  composition 
(of  which  they  themselves  were  ashamed), 
they  did  not  find  their  account  in  endeavour- 
ing to  reproach  me  with  those  misfortunes 
which  they  and  their  relations  had  brought 
upon  me,  and  which,  consequently,  reflected 
much  more  dishonour  on  themselves  than  on 
me,  who  was  the  innocent  victim  of  tiieir 
barbarity  and  avarice.  Finding  this  plan 
miscarry,  they  found  means  to  irritate  a  young 
gentleman  against  me,  by  telling'  him  I  had 
lampooned  his  mistress  ;  and  so  effectually 
succeeded  in  the  quality  of  incendiaries,  that 
this  enraged  lover  determined  to  seize  me 
next  night,  as  I  returned  to  my  lodgings  from 
a  friend's  house  that  I  frequented :  with  this 
view,  he  waited  in  the  street,  attended  by 
two  of  his  companions,  to  whom  he  had  im- 
parted his  design,  of  carrying  me  down  to 
the  river,  in  which  he  proposed  to  have  me 
heartily  ducked,  notwithstanding  the  severity 
of  the  weather,  it  being  then  about  the  mid- 
dle of  December.  But  this  stratagem  did 
not  succeed ;  for,  being  apprised  of  their 
ambush,  I  got  home  another  way,  and,  by 
the  help  of  my  landlord's  apprentice,  dis- 
charged a  volley  from  the  garret  window, 
which  did  great  execution  upon  them  ;  and 
next  day  occasioned  so  much  mirth  at  their 
expense,  that  they  found  themselves  under  a 
necessity  of  leaving  the  town,  until  the  ad- 
venture should  be  entirely  forgotten.  My 
cousins  (tliough  twice  baffled  in  their  expec- 
tation) did  not,  however,  desist  from  perse- 
cuting me,  v/ho  had  now  enraged  them  beyond 
a  possibility  of  forgiveness,  by  detecting  their 
malice,  and  preventing  its  effects ;  neither 
should  I  have  found  them  more  humane,  had 
1  patiently  submitted  to  their  rancour,  and 
bore,  without  murmuring,  the  rigour  of  their 
unreasonable  hate  ;  for  I  have  found  by  expe- 
rience, that,  thougli  small  favours  may  be 
acknowledged,  and  slight  injuries  atoned, 
there  is  no  wretch  so  ungratefid  as  he  whom 
you  have  most  generously  obliged,  and  no 
enemy  so  implacable  as  those  who  have  done 
you  the  greatest  wrong.  These  good-natured 
creatures,  therefore,  had  recourse  to  a  scheme 
which  conspired  with  a  piece  of  bad  news  1 
soon  a''ter  received,  to  give  them  all  the  satis- 


faction they  desired  ;  this  plan  was  to  debauch 
the  faith  of  my  companion  and  confidant, 
who  betrayed  the  trust  1  reposed  in  liim,  by 
imparting  to  them  the  particulars  of  my  smaL 
amours,  which  they  published  with  such  ex- 
aggerations,  that  I  suffered  very  much  in  the 
opinion  of  every  body,  and  was  utterly  dis- 
carded by  the  dear  creatures  whose  names 
had  been  called  in  question.  While  I  was 
busy  in  tracing  out  the  author  of  this  trea- 
cherv,  that  I  might  not  only  be  revenged  on 
him,  but  also  vindicate  my  character  to  my 
friends,  I  one  day  perceived  the  looks  of  my 
landlady  much  altered,  when  I  went  home 
to  dinner  ;  and  inquiring  into  the  cause,  she 
screwed  up  her  mouth,  and  fixing  her  eyes 
on  the  ground,  told  me  her  husband  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr  Bowling,  with  one 
inclosed  for  me ;  she  was  very  sorry  for 
what  had  happened,  both  for  my  sake  and 
his  own ;  people  should  be  more  cautious  of 
their  conduct.  She  was  always  afraid  his 
brutal  behaviour  would  bring  him  into  some 
misfortune  or  other.  As  for  her  part,  she 
would  be  very  ready  to  befriend  me,  but  she 
had  a  small  family  of  her  own  to  maintain. 
The  world  would  do  nothing  for  her  if  she 
should  come  to  want — charity  begins  at  home: 
she  wished  I  had  been  bound  to  some  sub- 
stantial handicraft,  such  as  a  weaver,  or  a 
shoemaker,  rather  than  loiter  away  my  time 
in  learning  foolish  nonsense  that  would  never 
bring  me  in  a  penny — but  some  folks  are 
wise,  and  some  are  otherwise.  I  was  listen- 
ing to  this  mysterious  discourse  with  great 
amazement,  when  her  husband  entered,  and, 
without  speaking  a  syllable,  put  both  the 
letters  into  my  hand.  I  received  them  trem- 
bling, and  read  what  follows  : 

"  To  Mr  Roger  Potion, 

««  Sir, — This  is  to  let  you  know  that  I 
have  quitted  the  Thunder  man  of  war,  being 
obliged  to  sheer  off  for  killing  my  captain, 
which  I  did  fairly  on  the  beach  at  Cape 
Tiberoon,  in  the  island  of  Hispaniola  ;  having 
received  his  fire,  and  returned  it,  which  went 
through  his  body  :  and  I  would  serve  the  best 
man  so  that  ever  stept  betv/een  stem  and 
stern,  if  so  be  that  he  struck  me,  as  Captain 
Oakum  did.  I  am  (thank  God)  safe  among 
the  French,  who  are  very  civil,  thof  I  don't 
understand  their  lingo :  and  I  hope  to  be 
restored  in  a  little  time,  for  all  the  great 
friends  and  parliamentary  interest  of  the 
captain,  for  I  have  sent  over  to  my  landlord 
in  Deal  an  account  of  the  whole  affair,  with 
our  bearings  and  distances  while  we  were 
engaged,  whereby  I  have  desired  him  to  lay 
it  before  his  Majesty,  who  (God  bless  him) 
will  not  sufier  aii  honest  tar  to  be  wronged. 
My  love  to  your  spouse,  and  am,  your  loving 
friend,  and  servant  to  command,  while 

"Thomas  Bowling." 

"  To  Roderick  Random, 

♦'  Dear  Rory, — Don't  be  gri(wed  at  ao» 
misfortune-  -but  mind  your  book,  my  lai     1 
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liavc  got  no  inoiicy  to  send  you  ;  but  wliat  of 
lliat !— Mr  Potion  will  take  care  of  you,  for 
tlie  love  he  boars  to  me,  and  let  you  want 
for  nothino;,  and  it  sliall  go  hard  but  I  will 
Bee  him  one  day  repaid.  No  more  at  pre- 
sent, but  rests,  your  dutiful  uncle  and  servant 
till  death,  "  Thomas  Bowling." 

This  letter  (which,  with  the  other,   was 
dated  from  Port  Louis,  in  Hispaniola)  I  luul 
no  sooner  road,  than  the  apothecary,  shaking 
his  head,  began  :  "  1  have  a  very  great  regard 
for  Mr  Bowling,  that's  certain, — and  could 
be  well  content — but  times   are  very  liard. 
There's  no  such  tiling  as  money  to  be  got — 
1  believe  'tis  all  vanished  under  ground,  for 
my  part.     Besides,  I  have  been  out  of  pocket 
already,   having  entertained  you  since  the 
beginning  of  this  month  without  receiving  a 
eixpence, — and  God  knows  if  ever  I  shall ; — 
for  I  believe  it  will  go  hard  with  your  uncle. 
And  more  than  that,  I  was  thinking  of  giving 
you  warning,  for  I  want  your  apartment  for 
a   nesv  'prentice,  whom  I  expect  from  the 
country  every  hour.     So  I  desire  you  will 
this  week  provide  yourself  with  another  lodg- 
ing."    The  indignation  which  this  harangue 
inspired,  gave  me  spirits  to  support  my  re- 
verse of  fortune,  and  to  tell  him,  I  despised 
his  mean  selfish  disposition  so  much,  that  I 
would  starve  rather  than  be  beholden  to  him 
for  one  single  meal.     Upon  which,  out  of  my 
DOcket-money,  I  paid  him  to  the  last  farthing 
of  what  1  owed,  and  assured  him  I  would 
not  sleep  another  night  under  his  roof    This 
said,  I  sallied  out  in  a  transport  of  rage  and 
sorrow,  without  knowing  whither  to  fly  for 
shelter,  having  not  one  friend  in  the  world 
capable  of  relieving  me,  and  only  three  shil- 
lings in  my  purse.     After  giving  way  for  a 
few  minutes  to  the  dictates  of  my  rage,  I 
went  and  hired  a  small  bed-room,  at  the  rate 
of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  week,  which 
I  was  obliged  to  pay  per  advance,  before  the 
landlord  would  receive   me.     Thither  I  re- 
moved my  luggage ;  and  next  morning  got 
up,  with  a  view  of  craving  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  a  person  who  had  on  all  occa- 
sions loaded   me  with  caresses,   and   made 
frequent  otfcrs  of  friendship,  while   I  was 
under  no  necessity  of  accepting  them.     He 
received  me  with  "his  wonted  affability,  and 
insisted    on    my  breakfasting   with   him,    a 
favour  which  1  did  not  think  fit  to  refuse. 
But,  when  I  comnmnicated  the  occasion  of 
my  visit,  ho  appeared  so  disconcerted,  that  I 
concluded  him  wonderfully  affected  with  the 
misery  of  my  condition,  and   looked   upon 
him  as  a  man  of  the  most  extensive  sympathy 
and  benev  >lence.     He  did  not  leave  me  long 
under  tliis  mistake  ;  for,  recovering  himself 
from  his  confusion,  he  told  me,  he  was  grieved 
at  my  misfortune,  and  desired  to  know  what 
had  passed  between  my  landlord,  Mr  Potion, 
<»nd  me.     Whereupon  I  recounted  the  con- 
rersation ;  and  when  I  repeated  the  answer 
{  ina-ie  to  hii;  ungenerous  remonstrance  with 
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regard  to  my  leaving  his  house,  this  yre- 
tendod  friend'aflcctcd  a  stare,  and  exclaimed, 
"  Is  it  possible  you  could  behave  so  ill  to  the 
man  who  had  treated  you  so  kindly  all  along!" 
My  surprise  at  hearing  this  was  not  at  all 
atlected,  whatever  his  might  be;  and  I  gav« 
him  to  understand,  with  some  warmth,  that 
I  did  not  imagine  he  would  so  \mroasonably 
espouse  the  cause  of  a  scoundrel,  who  ought 
to  be  expelled  from  every  social  community. 
This  heat  of  mine  gave  him  all  the  advantage 
he  desired  over  me;  and  our  discourse,  after 
much  altercation,  concluded  in  his  desiring 
never  to  see  me  again  in  that  place;  to  which 
desire  I  yielded  my  consent,  assuring  him, 
that  had  I  been  as  well  acquainted  with  his 
principles  formerly  as  I  was  now,  he  never 
should  have  had  an  o])portunity  of  making 
that  request.     And  thus  we  parted. 

On  my  return,  I  met  my  comrade  Squire 
Gawky,  whom  his  father  had  sent  some  time 
ago  to  town,  for  his  improvement  in  writing, 
dancing,  fencing,  and  other  modish  qualifica- 
tions. °As  I  had  lived  with  him,  since   his 
arrival,  on  the  footing  of  our  old  intimacy,  I 
made  no  scruple  of  informing  him  of  the  low- 
ness  of  my  circumstances,  and  asking  a  small 
supply  of  money,  to  answer  my  present  ex- 
l)onse:  upon  which  he  pulled  out  a  handful 
of  half-pence,  with  a  shilling  or  two  among 
them,  and  swore  that  was  all  he  had  to  keep 
his  pocket  till  next  quarter-day,  he  having 
lost  the  greatest  part  of  his  allowance  the 
night  before  at  billiards.     Though  this  asser- 
tion might  very  v.-ell  be  true,  I  was  extremely 
mortified  at  his  indilfercnce ;  for  he  neither 
expressed  any  symi)athy  for  my  mishap,  nor 
desire  of  alleviating  my  distress  ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, I  left  him  without  uttering  one  word: 
but,  when  I  afterwards   understood  that  he 
was  the  person  who  had  formerly  betrayed 
me  to  the  malice  of  my  cousins,  to  whom 
likewise   he   had  carried  the  tidings  of  my 
forlorn  situation,  which  afforded  them  great 
matter  of  triumph  and  exultation,  I  deter- 
mined with  myself  to  call  him  to  a  severe 
account;   for  which  purpose   I  borrowed  a 
sword,  and  wrote  a  challenge,  desiring  him 
to  meet  me  at  a  certain  time  and  jjlace,  that 
I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  punishing  hia 
perfidy,  at  the  expense  of  his  blood.     Ik 
accepted  the  invitation,  and  I  betook  mysel' 
to  the  field,  though  not  without  feeling  con- 
siderable  repugnance  to  the  combat,  which 
frequently  attacked  me  in  cold  sweats  by  the 
way :  but  the  desire  of  revenge,  the  shame 
of  retracting,   and   hope   of  concpiest,   con- 
spired  to  repel  these  unmanly  symptoms  of 
fear,  and  I  appeared  on  the  plain  with  a  good 
grace:  there   I  waited  an  hour  beyond  the 
time  appointed,  and  was  not  ill  pleased  to 
find  he  had  no  mind  to  meet  me,  because  I 
should  have  an  oi)portunity  of  exposing  hia 
cowardice,  displaying  my  own  courage,  and 
of  beating  him  soundly  wheresoever  I  should 
find  IiimT  witliout  any  dread  of  the  consc 
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qiience.  Elated  with  tlicse  suggostuns, 
whicli  entirely  hanislicd  all  thoughts  of  my 
deplorable  condition,  I  went  directly  to  Gavv- 
ky's  lodgings,  where  I  was  informed  of  his 
precip.'ate  retreat,  he  having  set  out  for  the 
country  in  less  than  an  hour  after  he  had 
received  my  billet:  and  I  was  vain  enougli  to 
have  tiie  whole  story  inserted  in  the  news, 
although  I  was  fain  to  sell  a  gold-laced  hat 
to  my  landlord  for  less  than  half  price,  to 
defray  the  expense,  and  contribute  to  my 
Bubsistence. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

/  am  entertained  Inj  Mr  Crab — a  descrif- 
tion  of  him — /  acquire  the  art  of  surgery 
— consult  Crab's  disposition — become 
necessary  to  him — f/?i  accident  happens — 
he  advises  me  to  launch  out  into  the  world 
— assists  me  with  money — /  set  out  for 
London. 

The  fumes  of  my  resentment  being  dissi- 
pated, as  well  as  tiie  vanity  of  my  success,  I 
found  myself  deserted  to  all  the  horrors  of 
extreme  want,  and  avoided  by  mankind  as  a 
creature  of  a  different  species,  or  ratiier  as  a 
solitary  bemg,  nowise  comprehended  within 
the  scheme  or  protection  of  Providence. 
My  despair  had  rendered  me  almost  quite 
stupified,  when  I  was  one  day  told,  that  a 
gentleman  desired  to  see  me  at  a  certain 
public-house,  whither  I  immediately  repaired, 
and  was  introduced  to  one  Mr  Launcelot 
Crab,  a  surgeon  in  town,  who  was  engaged 
with  two  more  in  drinking  a  liquor  called 
pop-in,  composed  by  mixing  a  quartern  of 
brandy  with  a  quart  of  small-beer.  Before  I 
relate  the  occasion  of  this  message,  I  believe 
it  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  the  reader,  if  I 
describe  the  gentleman  who  sent  for  me,  and 
mention  some  circumstances  of  his  character 
and  conduct,  which  may  illustrate  what  fol- 
•ows,  and  account  for  his  behaviour  to  me. 

This  member  of  the  faculty  was  aged  fifty, 
about  live  feet  high,  and  ten  round  the  belly  ; 
his  face  was  capacious  as  a  full  moon,  and 
much  of  the  complexion  of  a  mulberry ;  his 
nose,  resembling  a  powder-horn,  was  swelled 
to  an  enormous  size,  and  studded  all  over 
with  carbuncles  ;  and  his  little  grey  eyes  re- 
flected tlie  rays  in  such  an  oblique  manner, 
that  while  le  looked  a  person  full  in  the  face, 
one  would  have  imagined  he  was  admiring 
the  buckle  of  his  shoe.  lie  had  long  enter- 
tained an  implacable  resentment  against 
Potion,  who,  though  a  young  practitioner, 
was  better  employed  than  he,  and  once  had 
the  assurance  to  perform  a  cure,  whereby  ho 
disappointed  and  disgraced  the  prognostic  of 
the  said  Crab.  This  quarrel,  which  was  at 
one  time  upon  the  point  of  being  made  up  by 
the  interposition  and  mediation  of  friends, 
>iad  been  lately  inflamed  beyond  a  possibility 


of  reconciliation,  by  the  respective  wives  ol 
tlie  opponents ;  who,  chancing  to  meet  at  a 
christening,  disagreed  about  precedence,  pro- 
ceeded from  invectives  to  blows,  and  were 
with  great  difficulty,  by  the  gossips,  prevented 
from  converting  the  occasion  of  joy  into  a 
scene  of  lamentation. 

The  difference  between  these  rivals  was 
in  the  height  of  rancour,  when  I  received  the 
message  of  Crab,  who  received  me  as  civilly 
as  I  could  have  expected  from  one  of  his  dis- 
position ;  and,  after  desiring  me  to  sit,  inquired 
into  the  particulars  of  my  leaving  the  house  of 
Potion  ;  which,  when  I  had  related,  he  said, 
with  a  malicious  grin, — "  There's  a  sneaking 
dog  ! — I  always  thouglit  him  a  fellow  w^ithout 
a  soul,  d — n  me  ! — a  canting  scoundrel,  who 
has  crept  into  business  by  his  hypocrisy,  and 
kissing  the  a —  of  every  body."  "  Ay,  ay," 
says  another,  "  one  may  see  with  half  an  eye 
that  the  rascal  has  no  honesty  in  him,  by  his 
going  so  regularly  to  church."  This  sen- 
tence was  confirmed  by  a  third,  who  assured 
his  companion,  that  Potion  was  never  known 
to  be  disguised  in  liquor  but  once,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  godly,  where  he  had  distinguished 
himself  by  an  extempore  prayer  an  hour  long. 
After  this  preamble  Crab  addressed  himself 
to  me  in  these  words  :  "  Well,  my  lad,  I 
have  heard  a  good  character  of  you,  and  Pll 
do  for  you.  You  may  send  your  things  to 
my  house  when  you  please.  I  have  given 
orders  for  your  reception.  Zounds  !  what 
does  the  booby  stare  at  1 — if  you  have  no 
mind  to  embrace  niy  courteous  offer,  you 
may  let  it  alone,  and  be  d — d."  I  answered, 
with  a  submissive  bow,  that  I  was  flir  from 
rejecting  his  friendly  offer,  which  I  would 
immediately  accept,  as  soon  as  he  should 
inform  me  on  what  footing  I  was  to  be  enter- 
tained. "What  footing!  d — n  my  blood," 
cried  he,  "  d'ye  expect  to  have  a  footman 
and  a  couple  of  horses  to  be  kept  for  you?" 
"  No,  sir,"  I  replied,  "  my  expectations  are 
not  quite  so  sanguine.  That  I  may  be  aa 
little  burdensome  as  possible,  I  would  will- 
ingly serve  in  your  shop,  by  which  means  I 
may  siive  you  the  expense  of  a  journeyman, 
or  porter  at  least ;  for  I  understand  a  little 
pharmacy,  having  employed  some  of  my 
leisure  hours  in  the  practice  of  that  art  while 
I  lived  with  Mr  Potion :  neither  am  I  alto- 
gether ignorant  of  surgery,  wJiich  I  have 
studied  with  great  pleasure  and  application." 
"  O  ho !  you  did  V  says  Crab.  "  Gentlcmeii, 
hero  is  a  complete  artist !  Studied  surgery  ! 
what,  in  books,  I  suppose  ?  I  shall  have  yon 
disputing  wMth  me  one  of  these  days  on  points 
of  my  profession.  You  can  already  account 
for  muscular  motion  (I  warrant),  and  explain 
the  mystery  of  the  brain  and  nerves — ha! 
You  are  too  learned  fi)r  me,  d — n  me.  But 
let's  hear  no  more  of  tiiis  stuff.  Can  you 
bleed  and  give  a  clyster,  spread  a  plaster, 
and  prepare  a  potion  V  Upon  my  answering 
in  the  affirmative,  he  shook  his  head,  tellins 
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tne  he  believed  lie  should  have  little  good  of 
me,  for  all  my  promises  ;  but,  however,  he 
would  take   me  in  for  the  sake  of  cliarity. 
I  was  accordinijly  tiiat  very  nififht   admitted 
to  his  fioiisc,  and  had  an  ajiartment  assiifiied 
to  me  ill  the  ijarret,  which  I  was  fain  to  put 
up  with,    notwithstandinn;'  the   mortilication 
my  pride  suffered  in  this  change  of  circum- 
stances.    I  was  soon  convinced  of  tiie  real 
motives  wliich   induced  Oab  to  receive  me 
in  this  manner :  for,  besides  the  gratirication 
of  his  rcvcnofe,  by  exposing'  the  selfishness 
of  his  antagonist,  in  opposition  to  his  own 
generosity,  which  was  all  afiectation,  he  had 
occasion  for  a  young  man  who  understood 
something  of  the   profession,  to  fill  up   the 
place  of  his   eldest  apprentice,  lately  dead, 
not  without  violent  suspicion  of  foul  play  from 
his  master's  brutality.     The  knowledge  of 
this   circumstance,  together   with   liis  daily 
behaviour  to  iiis  wife  and  the  young  appren- 
tice, did  not  at  all  contribute  to  my  enjoying 
my  new  situation  with  ease :  however,  as  I 
did  not  perceive  how  I  could  bestow  myself 
to  better  advantage,  I  resolved  to  study  Crab's 
temper  with  all  tiie  application,  and  manage 
it  with  all  the  address,  in  my  power.     And 
it  was  not  long  before  I  found  out  a  strange 
peculiarity  of  humour,  which  governed  his 
behaviour  towards  all  his  dependents.     I  ob- 
served, when  he  was  pleased,  he  was  such  a 
niggard  of  his  satisfaction,  that,  if  his  wife 
or  servants  betrayed  the  least  symptom  of 
participation,  he  was  olTended  to  an  insup- 
portable degree  of  cholcr  and  fury,  the  effects 
of  which  they  seldom  failed  to  feel.     And, 
when  his  indignation  was  roused,  submission 
and  soothing  always  exasperated  it  beyond 
the  bounds  of  reason  and  humanity.     I  there- 
fore pursued  a  contrary  plan  ;  and  one  day, 
when  he   honoured   me  with  the  names  of 
ignorant  whelp  and  lazy  raggamuffin,  I  boldly 
replied,  I  was  neither  ignorant  nor  lazy,  since 
I  both  understood  and  performed  my  business 
as  well  as  ho  could  do  for  his  soul  ;  neither 
was  it  just  to  call  me  raggamuffin,  for  I  had 
a  whole  coat  on  my  back,  and  was  descended 
from  a  better  family  than  any  he  could  boast 
an  alliance  with.     He  gave  tokens  of  great 
amazement  at  this  assurance  of  mine,  and 
shook  his  cane  over  my  head,  regarding  me 
all  the  time  with  a  countenance  truly  diabo- 
lical.     Although  I  was  terribly  startled  at  his 
menacing  looks  and  posture,  I  yet  had  reflec- 
tion enough  left  to  convince  inc  I  had  gone 
too  far  to  retract,  and  that  this  was  the  criti- 
cal minute  which  must  decide  mv  future  lot 
in  his  service ;  I  therefore  snatched  up  the 
pestle  of  a  mortar,  and  swore,  if  he  offered 
to  strike  me  without  a  cause,  I  should  see 
whether  his  skull  or  my  weapon  was  hardest. 
He  continued  silent  for  some  time,  and  at 
ia.st    OioKe    forth    into    these    ejaculations: 
"  This  is  fine  usage  from  a  servant  to  a  mas- 
ter,— very  fine  !— damnation  I — but  no  mat- 
ter, you  shall  pav  for  this,  you  dog,  you  shall. 


I'll   do  your  business, — yes,  yes,  I'll  teacn 
you  to  lift  your  hand  against  me."     So  say- 
ing, he  retired,  and  letl  me  under  dreadful 
a))prehensions,  which   vanished    entirely   at 
our  ne.xt   meeting,   when   he   behaved  with 
unusual  complacency,  and  treated  me  with  a 
glass  of  punch  at\er  dinner,     lly  this  con- 
duct,  I  got  the   ascendancy  over  him   in   a 
short  time,  and  became  so  necessary  to  him, 
in  managing  his  business  while  he  was  en- 
gaged at  the  bottle,  that   fortune  began  to 
wear  a  kinder  aspect ;  and  I  consoled  myself 
for  the  disregard  of  my  former  acquaintance, 
with  the   knowledge   I   daily  imbibed,  by  a 
close  application  to  the  duties  of  my  employ- 
ment, in  which  I  succeeded  beyond  my  own 
e.xpectation.     I  was  on  very  good  terms  with 
my  master's  wife,  whose  esteem  I  acquired 
and  cultivated,  by  representing  Mrs  Potion 
in    the  most   ridiculous   lights   my   satirical 
talents  could  invent,  as  well  as  by  rendering 
her  some  christian  oftices,  when  she  had  been 
too  familiar  witli  the  dram-bottle,  to  which 
she  had  oflentimcs  recourse  for  consolation, 
under  the  afiliction  she  sulTered  from  a  bar- 
barous  husband.     In    this   manner  I   lived, 
without  hearing  the  least  tidings  of  my  uncle, 
for  the   space  of  two  years,  during  which 
time  I  kept  little  or  no  company,  being  nei- 
ther in  a  humour  to  relish,  nor  in  a  capacity 
to    maintain,    much    acquaintance :    for-   the 
Nabal,  my  master,  allowed  me  no  wages; 
and  the  small  perquisites  of  my  station  scarce 
supplied   me  with  the  common   necessaries 
of  life.     1  was  no  longer  a  pert  unthinking 
coxcomb,  giddy  with  popular  applause,  and 
elevated  with  the  extravagance  of  hope  :  my 
misfortunes  had   taught   ine    how  little  the 
caresses  of  the  world,  during  a  man's  pros- 
perity, are  to  be  valued  by   him  ;  and  how 
seriously  and  e.xpeditiously  he  ought  to  set 
about  making  himself  independent  of  them. 
My  present  appearance,  therefore,  was  the 
least  of  my  care,  which  was  wholly  engrossed 
in  laying  up  a  stock  of  instruction  that  might 
secure  me  against  the  ca))rice  of  fortune  for 
the  future.     I   became  such  a  sloven,  and 
contracted  such  an  air  of  austerity,  that  every 
'oody  pronounced  me  crest-fallen  ;  and  Gawky 
returned  to  town,  without  running  any  risk 
from  my  resentment,  which  was  by  this  time 
pretty  much  cooled,  and   restrained  by  pru 
dcntial  reasons  so  eflectually,  that  I  never  so 
much  as  thought  of  obtaining  satisfaction  foi 
the  injuries  he  had  done  me.    When  I  deemed 
myself  sufUciently  master  of  my  business,  I 
began  to  cast  about  for  an   o|)portunity  of 
launching  into  the  world,  in  liojje  of  finding 
some  provision  that  might  make  amend.s  for 
the  difficulties  I  had  undergone ;  but,  as  this 
could  not  be  effected  without  a  small  sum  of 
money  to  equip  me  for  the  field,  I  was  in  the 
utmost  perplexity  how  to  raise  it,  well  knov 
ingthat  Crab,  for  his  own  sake,  would  nevei 
put  me  in  a  condition  to  leave  him,  when  his 
interest  was  so  much  concerned  in  my  stav 


28 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


But  a  small  accident,  which  happened  about 
this  time,  determined  him  in  my  favour.  This 
was  no  other  than  the  pregnancy  of  his  maid- 
Eervant,  who  declared  her  situation  to  me, 
assuring  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  was 
the  occasion  of  it.  Although  I  had  no  reason 
to  question  the  truth  of  this  imputation,  I 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  familiarities  which 
had  passed  between  her  master  and  her ; 
taking  the  advantage  of  which,  I  represented 
to  her  the  folly  of  laying  the  burden  at  my 
door,  when  she  might  dispose  of  it  to  much 
better  purpose  with  Mr  Crab.  She  listened 
to  my  advice,  and  next  day  acquainted  him 
with  the  pretended  success  of  their  mutual 
endeavours.  He  was  far  from  being  over- 
joyed at  this  proof  of  his  vigour,  which  he 
foresaw  might  have  very  troublesome  conse- 
quences ;  not  that  he  dreaded  any  domestic 
grumblings  and  reproaches  from  his  wife, 
whom  he  kept  in  perfect  subjection,  but  be- 
cause he  knew  it  would  furnish  his  rival  Potion 
with  a  handle  for  insulting  and  undermining 
his  reputation  ;  there  being  no  scandal  equal 
to  that  of  uncleanness,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  inhabit  the  part  of  the  island  where  he 
lived.  He  therefore  took  a  resolution  worthy 
of  himself;  which  was  to  persuade  the  girl 
that  she  was  not  with  child,  but  only  afflicted 
with  a  disorder  incident  to  young  women, 
which  he  would  easily  remove.  With  this 
view  (as  he  pretended)  he  prescribed  for  her 
such  medicines  as  he  thought  would  infallibly 
procure  abortion  ;  but,  in  this  scheme,  he  was 
disappointed  :  for  the  maid,  being  advertised 
by  me  of  his  design,  and  at  the  same  time 
well  acquainted  with  her  own  condition, 
absolutely  refused  to  follow  his  directions, 
and  threatened  to  publish  her  situation  to  the 
world,  if  he  would  not  immediately  take  some 
method  of  providing  for  the  important  occa- 
sion, which  she  expected  in  a  few  months. 
It  was  not  long  before  I  guessed  the  result 
of  his  deliberation,  by  his  addressing  himself 
to  me,  one  day,  in  tliis  manner. — "  I  am 
surprised  that  a  young  fellow  like  you  dis- 
covers no  inclination  to  push  his  fortune  in 
the  world.  Before  I  was  of  your  age,  I  was 
broiling  on  the  coast  of  Guinea.  Damme, 
what's  to  hinder  you  from  profiting  by  the 
war,  which  will  certainly  be  declared  in  a 
short  time  against  Spain  1  You  may  easily 
get  on  board  of  a  king's  ship,  in  quality  of  a 
surgeon's  mate  ;  where  you  will  certainly  see 
a  great  deal  of  practice,  and  stand  a  good 
chance  of  getting  prize-money."  I  laid  hold 
of  this  declaration,  which  I  had  long  wished 
for,  and  assured  him  I  would  follow  his  ad- 
rice  with  pleasure,  if  it  was  in  my  power ; 
out  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  embrace 
an  opnortunity  of  that  kind,  as  I  had  no  friend 
to  advance  a  little  money  to  supply  me  with 
what  necessaries  I  should  want,  and  defray 
the  expenses  of  my  journey  to  London.  He 
told  me  that  few  necessaries  were  required ; 
and  as  for  tiie  expense  or"  my  journey,  he 


would  lend  me  money  sutBcient  not  only  fot 
that  purpose,  but  also  to  maintain  me  com- 
fortably in  London,  until  I  should  procure  a 
warrant  for  niy  provision  on  board  of  some 
ship.  I  gave  him  a  thousand  thanks  for  hia 
obliging  offer  (although  I  was  very  well  ap- 
prised of  his  motive,  which  was  no  olhei 
than  a  design  to  lay  the  bastard  to  my  charge, 
after  my  departure),  and  accordingly  set  out 
in  a  few  weeks  for  London  ;  my  whole  for- 
tune consisting  of  one  suit  of  clothes,  half  a 
dozen  of  ruffled  shirts,  as  many  plain,  two 
pairs  of  worsted,  and  a  like  number  of  thread 
stockings,  a  case  of  pocket  instruments,  a 
small  edition  of  Horace,  Wiseman's  Surgery, 
and  ten  guineas  in  cash,  for  which  Crab  took 
my  bond,  bearing  five  per  cent  interest ;  at 
the  same  time  giving  me  a  letter  to  the  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  our  town,  which,  he 
said,  would  do  my  business  effectually. 


CHAPTER  VHL 

/  arrive  at  Newcastle — meet  with  my  old 
school-fellow  Strap — loe  determine  to 
walk  together  to  London — set  out  on  our 
journey — put  up  at  a  solitary  ale-house — 
are  disturbed  by  a  strange  adventure  in 
the  night. 

There  is  no  such  convenience  as  a  wagi 
in  this  country,  and  my  iinances  were  too 
weak  to  support  the  expense  of  hiring  a 
horse ;  I  determined,  therefore,  to  set  oui 
with  the  carriers  who  transport  goods  from 
one  place  to  another  on  horseback  ;  and  this 
scheme  I  accordingly  put  in  execu-tion  on 
the  first  day  of  November  1739,  sitting  upon 
a  pack-saddle  between  two  baskets,  one  of 
which  contained  my  goods  in  a  knapsack. 
But,  by  the  time  we  arrived  in  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  I  was  so  fatigued  with  the  tedious- 
ness  of  the  carriage,  and  benumbed  with  the 
coldness  of  the  weather,  that  I  resolved  to 
travel  the  rest  of  my  journey  on  foot,  rather 
than  proceed  in  such  a  disagreeable  manner. 
The  ostler  of  the  inn  at  which  we  put  up, 
understanding  I  was  bound  for  London,  ad- 
vised me  to  take  my  passage  in  a  collier, 
which  would  be  both  cheap  and  expeditious, 
and  withal  much  easier  than  to  walk  upwards 
of  three  hundred  miles  through  deep  roads  in 
the  winter  time ;  a  journey  which,  he  be- 
lieved, I  had  not  strength  enough  to  perform. 
I  was  almost  persuaded  to  take  his  advice, 
when,  one  day,  stepping  into  a  barber's  shop 
to  be  shaved,  the  young  man,  while  he  lathered 
my  face,  accosted  me  thus : — "  Sir,  I  pre- 
sume you  are  a  Scotchman."  I  answered 
in  the  af^rmative.  "  Pray,"  continued  he, 
"  from  what  part  of  Scotland  V — I  no  sooner 
told  him,  than  he  discovered  great  emotion, 
and  not  confining  his  operation  to  my  chii* 
and  upper  lip,  besmeared  my  whole  face  witn 
great  agitation.     I  was  so  offended  at  thi» 
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proflision,  that,  starting  up,  I  askod  hitn  what 
the  (1 — 1  ho  meant  by  using  me  so  .'  He 
begged  pardon,  telling  me  his  joy  at  meeting 
witli  a  countryman  bad  occasioned  some  con- 
fusion in  liim  ;  and  craved  my  name.  But 
when  I  declared  n)y  name  was  Random,  lie 
exclaimed,  in  a  rapture, — "  How  !  Rory 
Random  !"  The  same,  I  replied,  looking  at 
liim  with  astonishment.  "  What,"  cried  he, 
•'  don't  you  know  your  old  scliool-fellow, 
Hugh  Strap  !"  At  tirat  instant,  recollecting 
his  face,  I  flew  into  his  arms,  and,  in  the 
transport  of  my  joy,  gave  liim  back  one  half 
of  the  suds  he  had  so  lavishly  bestowed  on 
my  countenance ;  so  that  we  made  a  very 
ludicrous  appearance,  and  furnished  a  great 
deal  of  mirth  for  his  master  and  shopmates, 
who  were  witnesses  of  this  scene.  When 
our  nnitual  caresses  were  over,  I  sat  down 
again  to  be  shaved  ;  but  the  poor  fellow's 
nerves  were  so  discomposed  by  this  unex- 
pected meeting,  that  his  hand  could  scarcely 
hold  the  razor,  with  which,  nevertheless,  he 
found  means  to  cut  me  in  three  places,  in  as 
many  strokes.  His  master,  perceiving  his 
disorder,  bade  another  supply  his  place,  and, 
after  the  operation  was  performed,  gave 
Strap  leave  to  pass  the  rest  of  the  day  with 
me.  We  retired  immediately  to  my  lodg- 
ings, where,  calling  for  some  beer,  I  desired 
to  be  informed  of  his  adventures,  which  con- 
tained nothing  more,  than  that  his  master 
dying  before  his  time  was  out,  he  had  come 
to  Newcastle  about  a  year  ago,  in  expectation 
of  journey-work,  along  with  three  young 
fellows  of  his  acquaintance  who  worked  in 
the  keels ;  that  he  had  the  good  fortune  of 
being  employed  by  a  very  civil  master,  with 
whom  he  intended  to  stay  till  the  spring,  at 
which  time  he  proposed  to  go  to  London, 
where  he  did  not  doubt  of  finding  encourage- 
ment. When  I  communicated  to  him  my 
situation  and  design,  he  did  not  approve  of 
my  taking  a  passage  by  sea,  by  reason  of  the 
danger  of  a  winter  voyage,  which  is  very 
hazardous  along  that  coast,  as  well  as  the 
precariousness  of  the  wind,  which  might 
possibly  detain  me  a  great  while,  to  the  no 
email  detriment  of  my  fortune  :  whereas,  if  I 
would  venture  by  land,  he  would  bear  me 
company,  carry  my  baggage  all  the  way,  and, 
if  we  should  be  fatigued  before  wo  could  per- 
form all  the  journey,  it  would  be  no  liai|^ 
matter  for  us  to  find  on  the  road  either  return- 
ing horses  or  wagons,  of  which  we  might 
take  the  advantage  for  a  very  trifling  expense. 
I  was  so  ravished  at  this  proposal,  that  I 
embraced  him  affectionately,  and  assured  him 
he  might  command  my  purse  to  the  last  farth- 
ing ;  but  he  gave  me  to  understand,  he  had 
saved  money  sufficient  to  answer  his  own 
occasions ;  and  that  he  had  a  friend  in  Lon- 
don, who  would  soon  introduce  him  into 
business  in  that  capital,  and  might  possibly 
have  it  in  his  power  to  serve  me  also. 

Having  concerted  the  plan,  and  settled  our 
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affairs  that  night,  we  departed  next  morning 
by  day-break,  armed  with  a  good  cudgel  each 
(my  companion  being  charged  with  the  fur- 
niture of  us  both,  crammed  into  one  knap- 
sack),  and  our  money  sewed  between  the 
lining  and  waistband  of  our  breecl)e3,  except 
some  loose  silver  for  our  immediate  expense 
on  the  road.     We  travelled  all  day  at  a  round 
pace,  but,  being  ignorant  of  the  pro[)er  stages, 
were  benighted  at  a  good  distance  from  any 
inn,  so  that  we  were  compelled  to  take  up 
our  lodging  at  a  small  hedge  aio-house,  that 
stood  on  a  by-road,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  high-way :   there  we  found  a  pedlar  of 
our  own    country,   in    whose   company   we 
regaled  ourselves  witli  bacon  and  eggs,  and 
a  glass  of  good  ale,  before  a  comfortable  fire, 
conversing  all  the  while  very  sociably  with 
the  landlord  and  his  daughter,  a  hale  buxom 
lass,   who   entertained  us  with   great  good 
humour,  and  in  whose  affection  I  was  vain 
enough  to  believe  I  had  made  some  progress. 
About  eight  o'clock,  we  were  all  three,  at 
our  own  desire,  shown  into  an   apartment, 
furnished  with  two  beds,  in  one  of  wliich 
Strap  and  I  betook  ourselves  to  rest,  and  the 
pedlar  occupied  the  other,  though  not  before 
he  had  prayed  a  considerable  time  extempore, 
searched  into  every  corner  of  the  room,  and 
fastened  the  door  on  the  inside  with  a  strong 
iron  screw,  which  he  carried  about  with  him 
for  that  use.     I  slept  very  sound  till  midnight, 
when  I  was  disturbed  by  a  violent  motion  of 
the  bed,  which  shook  under  me  with  a  con- 
tinual  tremor.    Alarmed  at  this  phenomenon, 
I  jogged  my  companion,  whom,  to  my  no 
small    astonishment,    I    found    drenched   in 
sweat,  and  quaking  through  every  limb  :  he 
told  me,  with  a  low  faultering  voice,  that  we 
were  undone,  for  there  was  a  bloody  high- 
wayman loaded  with  pistols  in  the  next  room; 
then  bidding  me  make  as  little  noise  as  possi- 
ble, he  directed  me  to  a  small  chink  in  the 
board  partition,  through  which  I  could  see  a 
thick-set  brawny  fellow,  with  a  fierce  coun- 
tenance,  sitting  at  a  table  with  our  young 
landlady,  having  a  bottle  of  ale  and  a  brace 
of  pistols  before  him.     I  listened  with  great 
attention,  and  heard  him  say,   in  a  terrible 
tone — "  D — n  that  son  of  a  b- —  Smack  the 
coachman  ! — he  has  6er\'ed  me  a  fine  trick, 
indeed  ! — but  d — n — n  seize  me,  if  I  don't 
make  him  repent  it !    I'll  teach  the  scoundrel 
to  give  intelligence  to  others,  while  he  is 
under  articles  with  me."     Our  landlady  en- 
deavoured to  appease  this  exasperated  rob 
ber,  by  saying  he  might  be  mistaken  in  Smack 
who  perhaps  kept  no  correspondence  with 
the  other  gentleman  that  robbed  his  coach  ; 
and  that,  if  an  accident  had  disappointed  him 
to-day,  he  might  soon  find  opportunity  enough 
to  atone  for  his  lost  trouble.     '•  I'll  tell  thee 
what,  my  dear   Bet,"  replied  he,  "  I  never 
had,  nor  ever  shall,  while  my  name  is  Rifle, 
have  such  a  glorious  booty  as  I  missed  to-day 
Z — ds  !  there  was  400/.  in  cash  to  recnii! 
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men  for  tlie  king's  service,  besides  the  jewels, 
watches,  swords,  and  money  belonging  to 
the  passengers.  Had  it  been  my  fortune  to 
have  got  clear  oft'  with  so  much  treasure,  I 
would  have  purchased  a  commission  in  the 
army,  and  made  you  an  officer's  lady,  you 
iade,  I  would."  "  Well,  well,"  cries  Betty, 
•'  we  must  trust  to  Providence  for  that.  But 
did  you  find  nothing  worth  taking  which 
escaped  the  other  gentleman  of  the  road  !" 
•'  Not  much,  faith,"  said  the  lover ;  "  I  gleaned 
a  few  things,  such  as  a  pair  of  pops,  silver 
mounted  (here  they  are);  I  took  them  loaded 
from  the  captain  who  had  the  charge  of  the 
money,  together  with  a  gold  watch  which 
he  had  concealed  in  his  breeches.  I  like- 
(vise  found  ten  Portugal  pieces  in  the  shoes 
of  a  quaker,  whom  the  spirit  moved  to  revile 
me  with  great  bitterness  and  devotion ;  but 
what  I  value  myself  mostly  for,  is  this  here 
purchase,  a  gold  snuff"  bo.x,  my  girl,  with  a 
picture  on  the  inside  of  tlic  lid  ;  which  I  untied 
out  of  the  tail  of  a  pretty  lady's  smock." 

Here,  as  the  devil  would  have  it,  the  ped- 
lar snored  so  loud  that  the  highwayman, 
Bnatching  his  pistols,  started  up,  crying, 
"  Hell  and  d — n — n  !  I  am  betrayed  !  Who's 
fhat  in  the  next  room'!"  Mrs  Betty  told 
him  he  need  not  be  uneasy  ;  there  were  only 
three  poor  wearied  travellers,  who,  missing 
the  road,  liad  taken  up  their  lodging  in  the 
house,  and  were  asleep  long  ago.  "  Travel- 
lers !"  says  he,  "  spies,  you  b — ch  !  But  no 
matter;  I'll  send  them  all  to  hell  in  an  in- 
stant." He  accordingly  ran  towards  our 
door ;  when  his  sweetheart  interposing, 
assured  him  there  was  only  a  couple  of  poor 
young  Scotchmen,  who  were  too  raw  and 
ignorant  to  give  him  the  least  cause  of  sus- 
oicion  ;  and  the  third  was  a  presbyterian  ped- 
lar of  the  same  nation,  who  had  often  lodged 
in  the  house  before.  This  declaration  satis- 
fied the  thief,  who  swore  he  was  glad  there 
was  a  pedlar,  for  he  wanted  some  linen. 
Then,  in  a  jovial  manner,  he  put  about  the 
glass,  mingling  his  discourse  to  Betty  with 
care.'ses  and  familiarities,  that  spoke  him 
very  happy  in  his  amours.  During  that  part 
of  the  conversation  which  regarded  us.  Strap 
had  crept  under  the  bed,  where  he  lay  in  the 
agonies  of  fear;  so  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  I  persuaded  him  our  danger  was 
over,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  awake  the  ped- 
lar, and  infi )rm  hiin  of  what  he  had  seen  and 
heard.  This  itinerant  merchant  no  sooner 
felt  somebody  shaking  him  by  the  shoulder, 
than  he  started  up,  called,  as  loud  as  he  could, 
'*  Thieves,  thieves  ! — Lord  have  mercy  upon 
us  !"  And  Rifle,  alarmed  at  this  exclania- 
'ion,  jumped  up,  cocked  one  of  his  pistols, 
and  turned  towards  the  door,  to  kill  the  first 
man  that  should  enter  ;  for  he  verily  believed 
nimsolf  beset ;  when  his  dulcinea,  after  an 
immoderate  fit  of  laughter,  persuaded  him 
that  the  poor  pedlar,  dreaming  of  thieves,  had 
nnlv  cried  out  i»  his  sleep.     Mcrnwhile,  my 


comrade  had  undeceived  our  fellow-lodgei, 
and  informed  him  of  his  reason  for  disturbing 
him  ;  upon  which,  getting  up  softly,  he  peeped 
through  the  hole,  and  was  so  terrified  with 
what  he  saw,  that,  falling  down  on  his  bare 
knees,  he  put  up  a  long  petition  to  neaven, 
to  deliver  him  from  the  hands  of  that  ruffian, 
and  jjromised  never  to  defraud  a  customer 
for  tlie  future  of  the  value  of  a  pin's  point, 
provided  he  might  be  rescued  from  the  pre- 
sent danger.  Whether  or  not  his  disburthen- 
ing  his  conscience  afforded  him  any  ease,  I 
know  not,  but  he  slipped  into  bed  again,  and 
lay  very  quiet,  until  the  robber  and  his  mis- 
tress were  asleep,  and  snored  in  concert ; 
then,  rising  softly,  he  untied  a  rope  that  was 
round  his  pack,  which  making  fast  to  one 
end  of  it,  he  opened  the  window  with  as  little 
noise  as  possible,  and  lowered  his  goods  into 
the  yard  with  great  dexterity  :  then  he  moved 
gently  to  our  bedside,  and  bade  us  farewell, 
telling  us,  that,  as  we  run  no  risk,  we  might 
take  our  rest  with  great  confidence,  and  in 
the  morning  assure  the  landlord  that  we  knew 
nothing  of  his  escape  ;  and,  lastly,  shaking 
us  by  the  hands,  and  wishing  us  all  manner 
of  success,  he  let  himself  drop  from  the  win- 
dow without  any  danger,  ibr  the  ground  was 
not  above  a  yard  from  his  feet  as  he  hung  on 
the  outside.  Although  I  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  accompany  him  in  his  flight,  I  was  not 
at  all  free  from  apprehension,  when  I  reflected 
on  what  might  be  the  effect  of  the  highway- 
man's disappointment,  as  he  certainly  in- 
tended to  make  free  with  the  pedlar's  ware. 
Neither  was  my  companion  at  more  ease  in 
his  mind ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  so  possessed 
with  the  dreadful  idea  of  Rifle,  that  he  soli- 
cited me  strongly  to  follow  our  countryman's 
example,  and  so  elude  the  fatal  resentment 
of  that  terrible  adventurer,  who  would  cer- 
tainly wreak  his  vengeance  on  us,  as  accom- 
plices of  the  pedlar's  elopement.  But  1 
represented  to  him  the  danger  of  giving  Rifle 
cause  to  think  we  knew  his  profession,  and 
suggested,  that,  if  ever  he  should  meet  us 
again  on  the  road,  he  would  look  upon  us  as 
dangerous  acquaintance,  and  find  it  his  inter- 
est to  put  us  out  of  the  way.  I  told  him 
withal  my  confidence  in  Betty's  good  nature, 
in  which  he  acquiesced ;  and,  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  night,  we  concerted  a 
f)roper  method  of  behaviour,  to  render  us 
unsuspected  in  the  morning. 

It  was  no  sooner  day,  than  Betty,  entering 
our  chamber,  and  perceiving  our  window 
open,  cried  out, — "  Ods  bobs  !  sure  you 
Scotchmen  must  have  hot  constitutions,  to 
lie  all  niglit  with  the  window  open,  in  such 
cold  weather."  I  feigned  to  start  out  of 
sleep,  and,  withdraw^ingthe  curtain,  called, — 
"What's  the  matter!"  When  she  showed 
me,  I  affected  surprise,  and  said, — "  Bles« 
me  !  the  window  was  shut  when  we  went  to 
lipd."  "  I'll  be  hanged,"  said  she,  "  if  Saw 
ney  Waddle  the  {)edlar  has  not  got  up  in  k 
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Hreani  and  done  it,  for  I  hoard  liim  very 
obstropiilous  in  his  sleep.  Sure  I  pnt  a 
chamber-pot  under  his  bed."  With  these 
words  she  advanced  to  the  bed  in  which  he 
.ay,  and,  tindiny  the  sheets  cold,  exclaimed, — 
"  Good  lack  a  daisy !  the  rogue  is  fled  !" 
"  Fled  !"  cried  I,  with  feigned  amazement, 
"  God  toDid  I — Sure  he  has  not  robbed  us." 
Then  springing  up,  1  laid  hold  of  my  breeclies, 
nnd  emjitied  all  my  loose  money  into  my 
hand ;  which  having  reckoned,  I  said, — 
"  Heaven  be  praised,  our  money  is  all  safe  : — 
Strap,  look  to  the  knajisack."  Ho  did  so, 
and  found  all  wa.s  right.  Upon  which  wc 
asked,  with  seeming  concern,  if  ho  liad  stole 
nothing  belonging  to  the  house  ! — "  No,  no," 
replied  she,  "  he  has  stolen  nothing  but  his 
reckoning;"  which,  it  seems,  this  pious  ped- 
'ar  had  forgot  to  discharge,  in  the  midst  of 
nis  devotion.  Betty,  after  a  moment's  pause, 
withdrew  ;  and  immediately  we  could  hear 
ncr  waken  Rifle,  wlio  no  sooner  heard  of 
Waddle's  flight,  than  he  jumped  out  of  bed 
and  dressed,  venting  a  thousand  execrations, 
and  vowing  to  murder  the  pedlar,  if  ever  he 
ehould  set  eyes  on  him  again  : — "  for,"  said 
he,  "  the  scoundrel  has  by  this  time  raised 
the  hue  and  cry  against  me."  Having  dressed 
himself  in  a  hurry,  he  moimted  his  horse, 
and  for  that  time  rid  us  of  his  company,  and 
a  thousand  fears  that  were  the  consequence 
of  it.  While  we  wore  at  breakfast,  Betty 
endeavoured,  by  all  the  cunning  she  was 
aiistress  of,  to  loam  whether  or  not  wc  sus- 

f)ected  our  fellow-lodger,  whom  we  saw  take 
lorse  ;  but  as  we  were  on  our  guard,  we  an- 
BWered  her  sly  questions  v."it!!  a  simplicity 
slic  could  not  distnist;  when,  all  of  a  sudden, 
we  heard  tlio  trampling  of  a  horse's  feet  at 
!  he  door.  This  noise  alarmed  Strap  so  much, 
whose  imagination  was  wholly  engrossed  by 
the  image  of  Rifle,  that,  with  a  countenance 
as  pale  as  milk,  he  cried, — "  O  Lord  !  there's 
the  highwayman  returned  !"  Our  landlady, 
staring  at  these  words,  said, — "  What  high- 
wayman, yoimg  man? — do  you  think  any 
highwaymen  harbour  here  ?"  Though  I  was 
very  much  disconcerted  at  this  piece  of  indis- 
cretion in  Strap,  I  liad  presence  of  mind 
r.nough  to  tell  nor  wo  had  met  a  horseman 
the  day  before,  whom  Strap  had  foolishly 
supposed  to  bo  a  highwayman,  because  he 
rude  with  pistols ;  and  that  he  had  been  ter- 
nfied  at  the  sound  of  a  horse's  feet  ever 
since.  She  forced  a  smile  at  the  ignorance 
and  timidity  of  my  comrade;  but  I  could  per- 
ceive (not  without  great  concern)  that  this 
account  was  not  at  all  satisfactory  to  her. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

ITc  proctcil  on  our  jovrney — are  overtaken 
by  a  highwayman,  uho  fires  at  Strap — 
i<>  prevented  from  shontinff  me  hy  a  com- 
pany of  horsemen,  who  ride  in  pursuit 


of  him — Strap  is  put  to  bed  at  an  inn-— 
adventures  at  that  inn. 

After  having  paid  our  score,  and  taken  leave 
of  our  hostess,  who  embraced  me  tenderly 
at  parting,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey, 
blessing  ourselves  that  we  had  come  oft'  so 
well.  \Ve  had  not  walked  above  five  miles, 
when  wo  observed  a  man  on  horseback  gal 
loping  after  us,  whom  we  in  a  short  time 
recognised  to  bo  no  other  than  the  tbrmida- 
ble  hero  who  had  already  given  us  so  mud; 
vexation.  He  stop])ed  liard  hy  me,  and  asked 
if  1  knew  wlio  he  was  !  My  astonishment  had 
disconcerted  me  so  much,  that  1  did  not  hear 
his  question,  which  he  repeated  with  a  volley 
of  oaths  and  threats;  but  I  remained  as  n.utft 
as  before.  Strap,  seeing  my  discomposure, 
fell  upon  his  knees  in  the  mud,  uttering,  with 
a  lamentable  voice,  these  words : — "  P^or 
C — st's  sake,  have  mercy  upon  us,  Mr  Rifle, 
— we  know  you  very  well."  "Oho  !"  cried 
the  thief,  "  you  do! — but  you  never  shall  be 
evidence  against  me  in  this  world,  you  dog  I" 
So  saying,  he  drew  a  pistol,  and  fired  it  at 
the  unfortunate  shaver,  who  fell  flat  upon  the 
ground,  without  speaking  one  word.  My 
comrade's  fate,  and  my  own  situation,  rivet- 
ted  me  to  the  place  where  I  stood,  deprived 
of  all  sense  and  reflection;  so  that  I  did  not 
make  the  least  attempt  either  to  run  away, 
or  deprecate  the  wrath  of  this  barbarian,  wno 
snapped  a  second  pistol  at  me;  but  before  hf 
had  time  to  prune  again,  perceiving  a  com- 
pany  of  horsemen  coming  up,  he  rode  off",  ann 
left,  me  standing  motionless  as  a  statue,  in 
which  posture  I  was  found  by  those  whose 
appearance  had  saved  my  life.  This  com- 
pany consisted  of  three  men  in  livery,  well 
armed,  with  an  officer,  who  (as  I  afterwards 
learned)  was  the  person  from  whom  Rifle 
had  taken  the  pocket  pistols  the  day  be.^'ore  ; 
and  who,  making  known  his  misfortune  to  a 
nobleman  he  met  on  the  road,  and  assuring 
him  liis  non-resistance  was  altogether  owing 
to  his  consideration  for  the  ladies  in  the  coach, 
procured  the  assistance  of  his  lordship's  ser- 
vants to  go  in  quest  of  the  plunderer.  This 
holiday  captain  scampered  up  to  me  with 
great  address,  and  asked  who  fired  the  pistol 
which  he  had  heard.  As  I  had  not  yet  recov- 
ered my  reason,  ho,  before  I  could  answer, 
observed  a  body  lying  on  tlie  ground  ;  at  which 
sight  his  colour  changed,  and  he  pronoimced, 
with  a  faultering  tongue. — "  (iontlemen, 
hero's  murder  committed !  let  us  alight," 
"  No,  no,"  said  one  ot  his  followers,  "  let  u« 
rather  pursue  the  murderer.  Which  way 
went  he,  young  man  ?"  By  this  time  I  had 
recollected  myself  so  far  as  to  tell  them,  that 
he  could  not  be  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before , 
and  to  beg  of  one  of  them  to  assist  me  in  cuji- 
veying  the  corpse  of  my  friend  to  the  next 
house,  in  order  to  its  being  interred.  Th« 
captain,  foreseeing  that,  ni  case  he  should 
pursue,  he  must  soon  come  to  action,  bcgac 
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to  curb  his  horse,  and  ^ve  him  the  spur  at 
tlie  same  time,  wliich  treatment  maiiing  the 
creature  rear  up  and  snort,  he  called  out  liis 
horse  was  frightened,  and  would  not  proceed ; 
at  the  same  time  wheeling  him  round  and 
round,  stroking  his  neck,  whistlingand  wheed- 
ling him  with — "sirrah,  sirrah,  gently,  gen- 
tly," &c.  "  Zounds  :"  cried  one  of  the  ser- 
vants, "  sure  my  lord's  sorrel  is  not  resty!" 
With  these  words  he  bestowed  a  lash  on  his 
buttocks,  anu  sorrel,  disdaining  the  rein, 
sprung  forward  with  the  captain  at  a  pace 
that  would  have  soon  brought  him  up  with 
the  robber,  had  not  the  girth  (happily  for  him) 
g'iven  way,  by  which  means  he  landed  in  the 
dirt !  and  two  of  his  attendants  continued 
their  pursuit,  without  minding  his  situation. 
Meanwhile,  one  of  the  three,  who  remained 
at  my  desire,  turning  the  body  of  Strap,  in 
order  to  see  the  wound  which  haa  killed  him, 
found  him  still  w-arm,  and  breathing;  upon 
which  I  immediately  let  him  blood,  and  saw 
him,  with  inexpressible  joy,  recover  ;  he  hav- 
ing received  no  other  wound  than  what  Ids 
fear  had  inflicted.  Having  raised  him  upon 
liis  legs,  we  walked  together  to  an  inn,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  place,  where  Strap,  who 
was  not  quite  recovered,  went  to  bed ;  and, 
in  a  little  time,  the  third  servant  returned 
with  the  captain's  horse  and  furniture,  leav- 
ing him  to  crawl  after  as  well  as  he  could. 
This  gentleman  of  the  sword,  upon  his  ar- 
rival, complained  grievously  of  the  bruise 
occasioned  by  his  fall :  and,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  servant,  who  warranted 
my  ability,  I  was  employed  to  bleed  him, 
for  which  service  he  rewarded  me  with  half 
a  crown. 

The  time  between  this  event  and  dinner,  I 
passed  in  observing  a  game  at  cards  between 
two  farmers,  an  exciseman,  and  a  young  fel- 
low in  a  rusty  gown  and  cassock,  who,  as  I 
nfterwards  understood,  was  curate  of  a  neigh- 
bouring parish.  It  was  easy  to  perceive  that 
the  match  was  not  equal,  and  that  the  two 
farmers,  who  were  partners,  had  to  do  with 
a  couple  of  sharpers,  who  stript  them  of  all 
their  cash  in  a  very  short  time.  But  what 
surprised  rne  vcrj-^  much  was,  to  hear  this 
clergyman  reply  to  one  of  the  countrymen, 
who  seemed  to  suspect  foul  play,  in  these 
words; — "D — n  me,  friend,  d'ye  question 
my  honour  ]" — I  did  not  at  all  wonder  to  find 
a  cheat  in  canonicals,  this  beitig  a  character 
frequent  in  my  own  country  ;  but  I  was  scan- 
dalized at  the  indecency  of  his  behaviour, 
which  appeared  in  the  oaths  he  swore,  and 
the  bawdy  songs  which  he  sung.  At  last,  to 
make  amends,  in  some  sort,  for  the  damage 
he  had  done  to  the  unwary  boors,  he  pulled 
out  a  fiddle  from  the  lining  of  his  gown,  and, 
promismg  to  treat  them  at  dinner,  began  to 
play  most  melodiously,  singing  in  concert  all 
the  while.  This  good  humour  of  the  parson 
iTiBpired  the  company  with  so  much  glee,  that 
I  he  farmers  soon  forgot  their  los-^es,  and  all 


present  went  to  dancing  in  the  yard.  VVhild 
we  were  agreeably  amused  in  this  manner, 
our  musician,  spying  a  horseman  riding  to. 
wards  the  inn,  stopped  all  of  a  sudden,  crying 
out, — "  Gad  so  !  gentlemen,  I  beg  your  par- 
don ;  there's  our  dog  of  a  doctor  coming  into 
the  inn."  He  immediately  concealed  hif 
instrument,  and  ran  towards  the  gate,  where 
he  took  hold  of  the  vicar's  bridle,  and  helped 
hirn  off,  inquiring  very  cordially  into  the  state 
of  his  health.  This  rosy  son  of  the  church 
(who  might  be  about  the  age  of  fifty)  having 
alighted,  and  entrusted  the  curate  with  hia 
horse,  stalked  with  great  solemnity  into  the 
kitchen,  where,  sitting  down  by  the  fire,  he 
called  for  a  bottle  of  ale  and  a  pipe,  scarce 
deigning  an  answer  to  the  submissive  ques- 
tions  of  those  who  inquired  about  the  welfare 
of  his  family.  While  he  indulged  himself  in 
this  state,  amidst  a  profound  silence,  the 
curate  approaching  him  with  great  reverence, 
asked  if  he  would  not  be  pleased  to  honour 
us  with  his  company  at  dinner  ?■  To  which 
interrogation  he  answered  in  the  negative, 
saying,  he  had  been  to  visit  Squire  Bumpkin, 
who  had  drank  himself  into  a  high  fever  at 
the  last  assizes  ;  and  that  he  had,  on  leaving 
his  own  house,  told  Betty  he  should  dine  at 
home.  Accordingly,  when  he  had  made  an 
end  of  his  bottle  and  pipe,  he  rose  and  moved 
with  prelatical  dignity  to  the  door,  vvUere 
his  journeyman  stood  ready  with  his  nag. 
He  had  no  sooner  mounted,  than  the  face- 
tious curate  coming  into  the  kitchen,  held 
forth  in  this  manner;  "There  the  old  ras- 
cal  goes,  and  the  d — 1  go  with  him.  You 
see  how  the  world  wags,  gentlemen.  By 
Gad,  this  rogue  of  a  vicar  does  not  deserve 
to  live ;  and  yet  he  has  two  livings  worth 
j£400  per  annum,  while  poor  I  am  fain  to  do 
all  his  drudgery,  and  ride  twenty  miles  every 
Sunday  to  preach,  for  whati  why,  truly,  for 
jC2U  a-year.  I  scorn  to  boast  of  my  own 
qualifications  :  but — comparisons  are  odious. 
1  should  be  glad  to  know  how  this  swag- 
bellied  doctor  deserves  to  be  more  at  ease 
than  me.  He  can  loll  in  his  elbow  chair  at 
home,  indulge  himself  in  the  best  of  victuals 
and  wine,  and  enjoy  the  conversation  of  Betty, 
his  housekeeper.  You  understand  me,  gen- 
tlemen. Betty  is  the  doctor's  poor  kins- 
woman, and  a  pretty  girl  she  is  ;  but  no  matter 
for  that : — ay,  and  a  dutiful  girl  to  her  parents, 
whom  she  visits  regularly  every  year :  tlvough, 
1  must  own,  I  could  never  learn  in  what 
country  they  live — my  service  t'ye,  gentle- 
men." By  this  time  dinner  being  ready,  I 
waked  my  companion,  and  we  ate  all  together 
with  great  cheerfulness.  When  our  meal 
was  ended,  and  every  man's  share  of  the 
reckoning  adjusted,  the  curate  went  out  on 
pretence  of  some  necessary  occasion,  and 
mounting  his  horse,  left  the  two  farmers  to 
satisfy  the  host  in  the  best  manner  they  could. 
We  were  no  sooner  informed  of  this  piece 
of  finesse,  than  the  exciseman,  who  had  been 
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lilent  liitlierto,  be<ran  lo  open  with  a  malicious 
prill : — "  Ay,  ay,  tliis  i«  an  old  trick  ofSliiilile : 
I  could  not  iieij)  sniilint,'  wlicn  he  talked  of 
treutiny.  Vou  must  know  this  is  a  very 
curious  fellow.  He  picked  up  some  scraps 
of  learninj^  while  he  served  young  Lord 
Trifle  at  the  university.  But  what  he  most 
excels  in  is  pimping.  No  man  knows  his 
talents  better  than  1 ;  for  I  was  valet-de- 
clianibre  to  Squire  Tattle,  an  intimate  com- 
panion of  ShutHe's  lord.  He  got  himself 
into  a  scrape,  by  pawning  some  of  his  lord- 
ship's clothes,  on  which  account  he  was 
turned  away  ;  but,  as  he  was  acquainted  with 
some  particular  circumstances  of  my  lord's 
conduct,  he  did  not  care  to  exasperate  him 
too  much,  and  so  made  interest  for  his  re- 
ceiving orders,  and  afterwards  recommended 
liim  to  the  curacy  which  he  now  enjoys. 
However,  the  tollow  cannot  be  too  much 
admired  for  his  dexterity  in  making  a  com- 
fortable livelihood,  in  spite  of  such  a  small 
allowanca.  You  hear  he  plays  a  good  stick, 
and  is  really  diverting  in  com])any.  These 
qualifications  make  him  agreeable  wherever 
he  goes  ;  and,  as  tor  playing  at  cards,  there 
is  not  a  man  wiihin  tiiree  counties  a  match 

for  him  :  the  truth  is,  he  is  a  d ble  cheat, 

and  can  shift  a  card  with  such  address,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  discover  liim."  Here  he 
was  interrupted  by  one  of  the  farmers,  who 
asked  why  he  had  not  justice  enough  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  these  particulars  before 
they  enga<jed  in  play  ]  The  exciseman  re- 
plied, without  any  iiesitation,  that  it  was  none 
of  his  business  to  intermeddle  between  man 
and  man  ;  besides,  he  did  not  know  they 
were  ignorant  of  Shuffle's  character,  which 
was  notorious  to  the  whole  country.  This 
did  not  satisfy  the  other,  who  taxed  him  with 
abetting  and  assisting  the  curate's  knavery, 
and  insisted  on  having  his  share  of  the  win- 
nings returned:  this  demand  the  exciseman 
as  positively  refused,  affirming,  that  whatso- 
ever slights  Shuffle  mignt  practice  on  other 
occasions,  he  was  very  certain  that  he  had 
played  on  the  square  with  them,  and  would 
answer  it  before  any  bench  in  Christendom  ; 
60  saying,  he  got  up,  and  liaving  paid  his 
reckoning,  sneaked  off.  The  landlord  thrust- 
ing his  neck  into  tiie  passage  to  see  if  he 
was  gone,  shook  his  head,  saying, — "  Ah  I 
Ix)rd  help  us,  if  every  sinner  was  to  have  his 
deserts.  Well,  we  victuallers  must  not  dis- 
oblige the  excisemen.  But  I  know  what: — 
if  parson  Shuffle  and  he  were  weighed  to- 
gether, a  straw  thrown  into  either  scale, 
would  make  the  balance  kick  the  beam.  But, 
masters,  this  is  under  the  rose,"  continued 
Ronifa;e,  with  a  whisper. 


CHAPTER  X. 

The  liffhwayman  is  taken — we  are  detained 
as  evidence  against   him — proceed  to  the 
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next  villaifc — he  escapes — we  arrive  at 
another  inn,  where  we  go  to  bed — in  the 
night  we  are  awaked  by  a  dreadful  ad- 
venture— next  night  we  lodge  at  the 
house  of  a  schoolmaster — our  treatniint 
there. 

Strap  and  I  were  about  to  depart  on  our 
journey,  when  we  perceived  a  crowd  on  the 
road„coming  towards  us,  shouting  and  hal- 
looing all  the  way.  As  it  approached,  we 
could  discern  a  man  on  horseback  in  the 
middle,  with  his  hands  tied  behind  him,  whom 
we  soon  knew  to  be  Ritle.  This  highv/ay- 
nian  not  being  so  well  mounted  as  the  two 
servants  who  went  in  pursuit  of  him,  was 
soon  overtaken,  and,  after  liaving  discharged 
his  pistols,  made  prisoner  without  any  further 
opposition.  They  were  carrying  him  in  tri- 
umph, amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  coun- 
try people,  to  a  justice  of  peace  in  a  neigh- 
bouring village,  but  stopped  at  our  inn  to 
join  their  companion,  and  take  refreshment. 
When  Rifle  was  dismounted,  and  placed  in 
the  yard,  within  a  circle  of  peasants  armed 
with  pitchforks,  I  was  amazed  to  see  what  a 
pitiful  dejected  fellow  he  now  appeared,  who 
had  but  a  few  hours  before  filled  me  with 
such  terror  and  confusion.  My  companion 
was  so  much  encouraged  by  this  alteration 
in  his  appearance,  that,  going  up  to  the  thief, 
he  presented  his  clenched  fists  to  his  nose, 
and  declared  he  would  either  cudgel  or  box 
with  him  for  a  guinea,  which  he  immediately 
produced,  and  began  to  strip,  but  was  dis- 
suaded from  this  adventure  by  me,  who  re- 
presented to  him  the  folly  of  the  undertaking, 
as  Rifle  was  now  in  the  hands  of  justice 
which  would,  no  doubt,  give  us  all  satisfac- 
tion enough.  But  what  made  me  repent  of 
our  impertinent  curiosity,  was  our  being 
detained  by  the  captors  as  evidence  against 
him,  when  we  were  just  going  to  set  forward. 
However,  there  was  no  remedy ;  w'e  were 
obliged  to  comply;  and,  accordingly,  joined 
in  the  cavalcade,  which  luckily  took  the  same 
road  that  we  had  proposed  to  follow.  About 
the  twilight  we  arrived  at  the  place  of  our 
destination  ;  but  as  the  justice  was  gone  to 
visit  a  gentleman  in  the  country,  with  whom 
(we  understood)  he  would  probably  stay  all 
night,  the  robber  was  confined  in  an  empty 
garret,  three  stories  high,  from  which  it 
seemed  impossible  for  him  to  escape.  This, 
nevertheless,  was  the  case  ;  for  next  morning, 
when  they  went  up  stairs  to  bring  him  before 
the  justice,  the  bird  was  flown,  having  got 
out  at  the  window  upon  the  roof,  from  whence 
he  continued  his  route  along  the  tops  of  the 
adjoining  houses,  and  enturcd  another  garret 
window,  where  he  skulked  until  the  family 
were  asleep,  at  which  time  he  ventured  down 
stairs,  and  let  himself  out  by  the  street  doer, 
which  was  found  open.  This  event  was  a 
great  disappointment  to  those  that  appre 
hended  him,  who  were  flushed  with  hooes  of 
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the  reward ;  out  gave  me  great  joy,  as  I  was 
permitted  now  to  continue  my  journey,  with- 
out any  further  molestation.  Resolving  to 
make  up  for  the  small  progress  we  had  hith- 
erto made,  we  this  day  travelled  with  great 
vigour,  and  before  night  reached  a  market- 
town,  twenty  miles  from  the  place  from 
whence  we  set  out  in  the  morning,  witiiout 
meeting  any  adventure  worth  notice.  Here, 
having  taken  up  our  lodging  at  an  inn,  I 
found  myself  so  fatigued,  that  I  began  to 
despair  of  performing  our  journey  on  foot, 
and  desired  Strap  to  inquire  if  there  were 
any  wagon,  return  horses,  or  other  cheap 
carriage  in  this  pkce,  to  depart  for  London 
next  day.  He  v/as  informed  that  the  wagon 
from  Newcastle  to  London  had  halted  there 
two  nights  ago ;  and  that  it  would  be  an  easy 
matter  to  overtake  it,  if  not  the  next  day,  at 
farthest  the  day  after  the  next.  This  piece 
of  news  gave  us  some  satisfaction  ;  and,  after 
having  made  a  hearty  supper  on  hashed  mut- 
ton, we  were  shown  to  our  room,  which  con- 
tained two  beds  ;  the  one  allotted  for  us,  and 
the  other  for  a  very  honest  gentleman,  who, 
we  were  told,  was  then  drinking  below. 
Though  we  could  have  very  well  dispensed 
with  his  company,  we  v»'ere  glad  to  submit  to 
this  disposition,  as  there  was  not  another  bed 
fuipty  in  the  house ;  and,  accordingly,  went 
to  rest,  after  having  secured  our  baggage 
under  the  bolster.  7\bout  two  or  three  o'clock 
m  the  morning,  I  was  waked  out  of  a  very 
profound  sleep,  by  a  dreadful  noise  in  the 
chamber,  which  did  not  fail  to  throw  me  into 
nn  agony  of  consternation,  when  I  heard 
these  words  pronoimced  with  a  terrible  voice: 
— <'  Blood  and  wounds  !  run  the  halbert  into 
the  guts  of  him  that's  next  you,  and  I'll  blow 
the  other's  brains  out  presently."  This 
dreadful  salutation  had  no  sooner  reached  the 
ears  of  Strap,  than,  starting  out  of  bed,  he 
ran  against  somebody  in  the  dark,  and  over- 
turned him  in  an  instant;  at  the  same  time 
bawling  cut, — "  Fire  !  murder  !  fire  !" — a  cry 
which  in  a  moment  alarmed  the  whole  house, 
and  filled  our  chamber  with  a  crowd  of  naked 
people.  When  lights  were  brought,  the 
occasion  of  all  this  disturbance  soon  appeared; 
which  was  no  other  than  our  fellow-lodger, 
whom  we  found  lying  on  the  floor  scratching 
his  head,  with  a  look  testifying  the  utmost 
astonishment  at  the  concourse  of  apparitions 
that  stirrounded  him.  This  honest  gentle- 
man was,  it  seems,  a  recruiting  serjeant,  who 
having  listed  two  country  fellows  over  night, 
dreamed  they  had  mutinied,  and  threatened 
to  murder  him  and  the  drummer  who  was 
along  with  him.  This  made  such  an  im- 
pression on  his  imagination,  that  he  got  up 
in  Ids  sleep,  and  expressed  himself  as  above. 
When  our' apprehension  of  danger  vanished, 
the  conriany  beheld  one  another  with  groat 
Furprise"and  mirth;  but  what  attracted  the 
notice  of  every  one,  was  our  landlady,  with 
nothing  on  but  her  shift  and  a  large  j'air  of 


buckskin  breeches,  with  the  backside  beforCj 
which  she  had  slipped  on  in  the  hurry,  and 
her  husband,  with  her  petticoat  about  liia 
shoulders :  one  had  wrapped  himself  in  a 
blanket,  another  was  covered  with  a  sheet, 
and  the  drummer,  who  had  given  his  only 
shirt  to  be  washed,  appeared  in  cuerpo,  with 
the  bolster  rolled  about  his  middle.  When 
this  affair  was  discussed,  every  body  retired 
to  his  own  apartment ;  the  serjeant  slipped 
into  bed,  and  my  companion  and  I  slept  with- 
out any  further  disturbance  till  morning,  when 
we  got  up,  went  to  breakfast,  paid  our  reck"- 
oning,  and  set  forward,  in  expectation  of 
overtaking  the  wagon  ;  in  which  hope,  how- 
ever, we  were  disappointed  for  that  day.  As 
we  exerted  ourselves  more  than  usual,  I  found 
myself  quite  spent  with  fatigue,  when  we 
entered  a  small  village  in  the  twilight.  We 
inquired  for  a  public  house,  and  were  directed 
to  one  of  a  very  sorry  appearance.  At  our 
entrance,  the  landlord,  who  seemed  to  be  a 
venerable  old  man,  with  long  gray  hair,  rose 
from  a  table  placed  by  a  large  fire  in  a  very 
neat  paved  kitchen,  and,  with  a  cheerful 
countenance,  accosted  ns  in  these  words  : — 
*' salvete,  fuerl  ingredimini."  I  was  not  a 
little  pleased  to  hear  our  host  speak  Latin, 
because  I  was  in  hope  of  recomn\pnding  my- 
self to  him  by  my  knowledge  in  that  language, 
I  therefore  answered,  without  hesitation, 
"  dissolve  frigus,  ligna  super  foco — largf. 
reponens.'"  I  had  no  sooner  pronounced  ■ 
these  words,  than  the  old  gentleman,  running 
towards  me,  shook  me  by  the  hand,  crying, — 
'■^  fill  mi  dihctissime !  unde  venis  1  a  superis, 
ni  fallor!"  In  short,  finding  we  were  both 
read  in  the  classics,  he  did  not  know  how  to 
testify  his  regard  enough  ;  but  ordered  his 
daughter,  a  jolly,  rosy-cheeked  damsel,  who 
was  his  sole  domestic,  to  bring  us  a  bottle  of 
his  quadrimum,  repeating,  from  Horace,  at 
the  same  time, — "  deprome  quadrimum  sn- 
hina,  O  Thaliarcli^  merum  diotn."  This 
quadrimum  was  excellent  ale  of  his  own 
brewing,  of  which  he  told  ns  he  had  always 
an  amphora  four  years  old  for  the  use  of 
himself  and  friends.  In  the  course  of  our 
conversation,  which  was  interlarded  with 
scraps  of  Latin,  we  understood  that  this 
facetious  person  was  a  schoolmaster,  whose 
income  being  small,  he  was  fain  to  keep  a 
glass  of  good  liquor  for  the  entertainment  of 
passengers,  by  which  he  made  shift  to  make 
the  two  ends  of  the  year  meet.  "  I  am  this 
day,"  said  he,  "  the  happiest  old  fellow  m  his 
majesty's  dominions.  My  wife,  rest  her  soul, 
is  in  heaven.  My  daughter  is  to  be  married 
next  week  :  but  the  two  chief  pleasures  of 
my  life  are  these — (pointing  to  the  bottloj 
and  a  large  edition  of  Horace  that  lay  on  the 
table).  I  am  old,  tis  true, — what  then]  the 
more  reason  I  should  enjoy  the  small  share 
of  life  that  remains,  as  my  friend  Flaccuii 
advises : — tu  ne  qiKPsieris  {scire  nefat) 
quern  mihi,  quern  tUn  finem   dii  dederint 
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Varpe  diem  qnam    initiimum   creJuIa  jxts- 
tero."     As  lie  was  very  iiiquisitivo  about  our 
fcrtiiirs,   vve  niiulu  no  scruple  of  uc(iu;iiiitiii<>- 
liim  with  our  .situation,  wliicli,  wIilmi  lie  had 
learned,  lie  enriched  us  witli  advices  how  to 
behave  in  the  world,  telliiifj  us,  that  he  was 
no  stranirer  to  the  deceits  of  mankind.     In 
tiie  meantime,  he  ordered  his  oau-rhter  to  lay 
a  fowl  to  the  lire  for  supper,  for  he  was  re- 
ejjved  this  night  to  regale  his  friends, — per- 
mittens  divis  ccctcra.     While  our  entertain- 
ment was  preparing,  our  host  recounted  the 
adventures  of  his  own  life,  which,  as  they 
contain  nothing  remarkable,  I  forbear  to  re- 
hearse.    When  we  had  fared  sumi)tuousIy, 
and  drank  several  bottles  of  his  quadrimum, 
I  expressed  a  desire  of  going  to  rest,  which 
was  with  some  dilficulty  complied  with,  atlcr 
he  had  informed  us  that  we  should  overtake 
the  wagon  by  noon  ne.xt  day  ;  and  that  there 
was  room  enough  in  it  for  half  a  dozen,  for 
there  were   only  four  passengers  as  yet  in 
that  convenience.     Before  my  comrade  and 
I  fell  asleep,  we  had  some  conversation  about 
the  good  humour  of  our  landlord,  which  gave 
.Strap  stach  an  idea  of  his  benevolence,  that 
he  positively  believed  wo  should  pay  nothing 
for  our  lodging  and  entertainment.     "  Don't 
you  observe,"  said  he,  "  that  he  has  conceived 
a  particular  affection  for  us  ;  nay,  even  treated 
us  at  supper  with  extraordinary  fare,  which, 
to  be  sure,  we  should  not  of  ourselves  have 
called  for?"     I  was  partly  of  Strap's  opinion  ; 
but  the  experience  I  had  of  the  world  made 
me  suspend  my  belief  till  the  morning,  when, 
getting  up  betimes,  we  breakfasted  with  our 
host  and  his  daughter  on  hasty-pudding  and 
Hie,  and  desired  to  know  what  we  had  to  pay. 
"  Biddy  will  let  you  know,  gentlemen,"  said 
he,  "  for  I  never  mind  these  matters.    Money 
matters  are  beneath  the  concern  of  one  who 
lives   upon  the   Horatiaii   plan — rrescentem 
nrquitur     cura    pecuniam."      Meanwhile, 
Biddy  having  consulted  a  slate  that  hung  in 
the  j:orner,  told  us  our  reckoning  came  to 
Hs.  7(7.     "  Eight  shillings  and  seven  pence  !" 
cried  Strap  ;  "  'tis  impossible — you  must  be 
mistaken,  young  woman."     "  Reckon  again, 
child,"  says   her  father,    very    deliberately, 
"  perhaps   you    have   miscounted."      "  No, 
indeed,  father,"  she  replied,   "  I  know  my 
business  better."     I  could  contain  my  indig- 
nation no  longer,  but  said,  it  was  an  uncon- 
scionable bill,  and   demanded   to   know  the 
particulars  ;  upon  which  the  old  man  got  up, 
'nuttering — "  ay,  ay,  let  us  see  the  particu- 
'ara — ^^that's  but  reasonable."     And,   taking 
pen,   ink,  and   paper,    wrote  the   following 
Items. — "  To  bread  and  beer,  6J. — to  a  \o\v\ 
ami  dausages,  2s.  Gr/.— to  four  bottles  quad- 
rim,  2s. — to  fire  and  tobacco.  7d. — to  lodir. 
ing,  25.— to  breakfast,  Is.— Total,  Ss.  Id?' 
Ah  he  had  not  the  appearance  of  a  common 
publican,  and  had  raised  a  sort  of  veneration 
m  me  by  his  demeanour  the  preceding  night, 
vt  was  not  in  my  power  to  upbrail  --im  as  he 
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deserved  ;  therefore,  I  contented  myself  witii 
saying,  I  was  sure  he  did  not  learn  to  be  an 
extortioner  from  Horace.     Ho  answered,  i 
was  but  a  young  man,  and  did  not  know  the 
world,  or  1  would  not  tax  him  with  extortion, 
whose  only  aim  was  to  live  conlentus  parro, 
and   keep  olf  importuna  puuperies."     My 
fellow-traveller  could   not  so  easily  put  up 
with  this  imposition  ;  but  swore  he  should 
either  take  one-third  of  the  money,  or  go 
without.     While  we  were  engaged  in  tliis 
dispute,  I  perceived  the  daughter  go  out,  and, 
conjecturing  the  occasion,  immediately  paid 
the  exorbitant  demand  ;  which  was  no  sooner 
done,  than  Biddy  returned  with   two  stout 
fellows,  who  came  in  on  pretence  of  taking 
their  morningdraught,  but  in  reality  to  frighten 
us  into  compliance.     Just  as  we  departed, 
Strap,  who  was  half  distracted  on  account 
of  this  piece  of  expense,  went  up  to  the 
schoolmaster,  and  grinning  in  his  face,  pro- 
nounced   with    great   emphasis, — "  Semper 
avurus  eget."     To  which  the  pedant  replied, 
with  a  malicious   smile, — »  A7iijniim  rege, 
qui  nisi  paret,  imperat." 


CHAPTER  XL 

We  descry  the  wagon — get  into  it — arrive 
at  an  inn — our  fellow-travellers  described 
— a  mistake  is  committed  by  Strap,  which 
2)roduces  strange  things. 


We  travelled  half  a  mile  without  exchanging 
one  word  ;  my  thoughts  being  engrossed  by 
the  knavery  of  the  world,  to  which  I  must 
be  daily  exposed  ;  and  the  contemplation  of 
my  finances,  which  began  sensibly  to  diminish. 
At  length  Strap,  who  could  hold  no  longer, 
addressed  me  thus  :— "  Well,  fools  and  their 
money  are  soon  parted.     If  my  advice  had 
been  taken,  that  old   skinflint  should   have 
been  damn'd  before  he  had  got  more  than  the 
third  of  his  demand.     'Tis  a  sure  sign  you 
came  easily  by  your  money,  when  you  squan- 
dor  it  away  in  this  manner.     Ah,  God  help 
you,  how  many  bristly  beards  must  I  have 
mowed  before    I  earned    four  shillings  and 
three-pence  halfpenny,  which  is  all  thrown 
to  the   dogs  !     How  many  days  have  I  sat 
weaving  hair,  till  my  toes  were  numbed  by 
the  cold,  my  fingers  cramped,  and  my  nose 
as  blue  as  the  sign  of  the  periwig  that  hung 
over  the  door!     What   the  devil  was  you 
afraid  of?  I  would  have  engaged  to  box  witrt 
any  one  of  those  fellows  that  came  in,  for  a 
guinea.     I'm  sure  I  have  beat  stouter  men 
than  either  of  them."     And  indeed  my  com- 
panion would  have  fought  any  body,  when 
his  life  was  in  no  danger  ;  but  he  had  a  mortai 
aversion  to  fire-arms,  and  all  instruments  of 
death.     In  order  to  appease  him,  I  assured 
him   no  part  of  this  <;xtraordinary  expense 
should   fall   upon   his  shoulders :    at   which 
declaration  he  was  affronted,  and  told  me 
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he  would  have  me  to  know,  tliat  although  he 
wa.s  a  jioor  barber's  boy,  he  had  a  soul  to 
spend  liis  money  with  the  best  squire  of  the 
land.  Having  walked  all  day  at  a  great  pace, 
without  iialtiiig  for  a  refreshment,  we  des- 
cri-ed,  towards  the  evening,  to  our  inexpress- 
ible joy,  the  wagon  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  before  us  ;  and,  by  the  time  we  reached 
it,  were  both  of  us  so  weary,  that,  I  verily 
believe,  it  would  have  been  impracticable 
for  us  to  have  walked  one  mile  farther.  We 
therefore  bargained  with  the  driver,  whose 
name  was  Joey,  to  give  us  a  cast  to  the  next 
stage  for  a  shilling ;  at  which  place  we  should 
meet  the  master  of  the  wagon,  with  whom 
we  might  agree  for  the  rest  of  the  journey. 

Accordingly,  the  conveyance  stopped,  and 
Joey  having  placed  the  ladder.  Strap  (being 
loaded  with  our  baggage)  mounted  first ;  but, 
just  as  he  was  getting  in,  a  tremendous  voice 
assailed  his  ears  in  these  words  : —  "  God's 
fury  !  there  shall  no  passengers  come  here." 
The  poor  shaver  was  so  disconcerted  at  this 
exclamation,  wliich  both  he  and  J,  imagined 
proceeded  from  the  mouth  of  a  giant,  that  he 
descended  with  great  velocity,  and  a  counte- 
nance as  white  as  paper.  Joey,  perceiving 
our  astonishment,  called  in  an  arch  sneer, 
— "  Waunds,  coptain,  whay  woant  you  suf- 
fer the  poor  wagoner  to  meake  a  penny  ! 
(Joorn,  coom,  young  man,  get  oop,  get  oop, 
never  moind  the  coptain — I'se  not  afear'd  of 
the  coptain."  This  was  not  encouragement 
sufficient  to  Strap,  who  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  venture  up  again  ;  upon  which  I  at- 
tempted, though  not  without  a  quaking  heart, 
when  I  heard  the  same  voice  nmttering  like 
distant  thunder, — "  hell  and  the  devil  con- 
found me,  if  I  don't  make  you  smart  for  this!" 
However,  I  crept  in,  and  by  accident  got  an 
empty  place  in  the  straw,  which  I  immediate- 
ly took  possession  of,  without  being  able  to 
discern  the  faces  of  my  fellow-travellers  in 
the  dark.  Strap,  following  with  the  knapsack 
on  his  back,  chanced  to  take  the  other  side, 
and,  by  a  jolt  of  the  carriage,  pitched  directly 
upon  the  stomach  of  the  captain,  who  bel- 
lowed out  in  a  most  dreadful  manner, — 
"  blood  and  thunder,  wliere's  my  sword  ]"  At 
these  words,  my  frighted  comrade  started  up, 
and  at  one  spring  bounced  against  me  with 
such  force,  that  I  thought  he  was  the  supposed 
son  of  Anak,  who  intended  to  press  me  to 
death.  In  the  mean  time,  a  female  voice 
cried, — "  bless  mo,  what  is  the  matter,  my 
dearl"  "  The  matter,"  replied  the  captain, 
♦'  damn  my  blood  !  my  guts  are  squeezed  into 
a  pancake  by  thai  Scotchman's  hump."  Strap, 
trembling  all  the  while  at  my  back,  asked 
him  pardon,  and  laid  the  blame  of  what  had 
happened  upon  the  jolting  of  the  wagon;  and 
I  he  woman  who  spoke  before  went  on: — "ay, 
ay,  my  dear,  it  is  ourown  fault;  we  may  thank 
ourselves  for  all  the  inconveniences  we  meet 
with.  I  thank  God  I  never  travelled  so  be- 
f'»ro.     I  am  sure,  if  my  lady  or  Sir  John  was 


to  know  where  we  are,  they  would  not  sleep 
this  night  for  vexation.  I  wish  to  God  we 
had  wrote  for  the  chariot ;  I  knov/  we  shal" 
never  be  forgiven."  "  Come,  come,  my  dear," 
replied  captain,  "  it  dont  signify  fretting  now 
— wo  shall  laugh  it  over  as  a  frolic — I  hope 
you  win  not  suffer  in  your  health.  I  sjiall 
make  my  lord  very  merry  with  our  adventures 
in  the  diligence."  This  discourse  gave  mo 
such  a  high  notion  of  the  captain  and  his  lady 
that  I  durst  not  venture  to  join  in  the  conver 
sation.  But  immediately  after,  another  fe- 
male voice  began: — "  Some  people  give  them- 
selves a  great  many  needless  airs — bettei 
folks  than  any  here  have  travelled  in  wag 
ons  before  now.  Some  of  us  have  rode  in 
coaches  and  chariots,  with  three  footmen  be- 
hind them,  without  making  so  much  fuss 
about  it.  What  then  ]  we  are  now  all  upon 
a  footing;  therefore  let's  be  sociable  and  mer- 
ry. What  do  you  say,  Isaac !  is  not  this  a 
good  motion,  you  doating  rogue  ?  speak,  you 
old  cent  per  cent  fornicator.  What  desperate 
debts  are  you  thinking  of!  what  mortgage  are 
you  planning]  Well,  Isaac,  positively  you 
shall  never  gain  my  favour  till  you  turn  over 
a  new  leaf,  grow  honest,  and  live  like  a  gen- 
tleman.  In  tlie  mean  time,  give  me  a  kiss 
you  old  fumbler."  These  words,  accompa- 
nied with  a  hearty  smack,  enlivened  the  per- 
son  to  whom  they  were  addressed  to  such  a 
degree  that  he  cried,  in  a  transport,  though 
with  a  faultering  voice, — "  Ah  !  you  wanton 
baggage — upon  my  credit  you  are  a  waggish 
girl,  he,  he,  he."  This  laugh  introduced  a  fit 
of  coughing,  which  ahnost  suffocated  the  poor 
usurer  (such,  we  afterwards  found,  was  the 
profession  of  our  fellow-traveller).  Ahout. 
this  time  I  fell  asleep,  and  enjoyed  a  comfort, 
able  nap,  till  such  time  as  we  arrived  at  the 
inn  where  we  put  up.  Here,  having  alighted 
from  the  wagon,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  the  passengers  in  order  as  they  en- 
tered. The  first  who  appeared  was  a  brisk 
airy  girl,  about  twenty  years  old,  with  a 
silver-laced  hat  on  her  head,  instead  of  a  cap, 
a  blue  stuff  riding-suit  trimmed  with  silver, 
very  much  tarnished,  and  a  whip  in  her  hand. 
After  her  came  limping  an  old  man,  with  a 
worsted  night-cap,  buttoned  under  his  chin, 
and  a  broad-brimmed  hat  slouched  over  it ; 
an  old  rusty  blue  cloak  tied  about  his  neck, 
under  which  appeared  a  brown  surtout,  that 
covered  a  thread-bare  coat  and  waistcoat, 
and,  as  we  afterwards  discerned,  a  dirty 
flannel  jacket.  His  eyes  were  hollow,  blear- 
ed,  and  gummy ;  his  face  was  shrivelled 
into  a  thousand  wrinkles  ;  his  gums  were 
destitute  of  teeth,  his  nose  sharp  and  droop, 
ing,  his  chin  peaked  and  prominent,  so  that, 
when  he  mumped  or  spoke,  they  approachea 
one  anotlier  like  a  pair  of  nut-crackers  :  he 
supported  himself  on  an  ivory  headed  cane; 
and  his  whole  figure  was  a  just  emblem  of 
winter,  famine  and  avarice. 

But  how  was  I  surorised  when  I  beheld 
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ihe  fomidable  c!»ptain  in  tlie  shape  of  a  little 
tliin  creature,  alumt  the  age  of  forty,  with 
a  long  withcreiJ  visage,  very  inucii  resembling 
that  of  a  baboon,  througii  the  upper  part  of 
whicii  two  little  git;v  eyes  peeped  :  he  wore 
his  own  iiair  in  a  (pioue  that  reached  to  his 
rump,  whicli  iuiniodfTate  length,  I  suppose, 
was  the  occasion  of  n  baldness  that  appeared 
jn  tiie  crown  of  his  head,  when  he  deigned 
lO  take  olF  his  hat,  which  was  very  nuicli  of 
the   size  and  cock  of  Pistol's.     Having  laid 
aside  his  great  coat,  I  could  not  help  admir- 
ing the  extraordinary  make  of  this  man  of 
war  :  lie  was  about  five  feet  and  tliree  inclies 
high,  si.xteen  inches  of  which  went  to  his 
face  and  long  scraggy  neck  ;  iiis  tliighs  were 
about  six  inclies  in  length,  his  legs  resembling 
spindles  or  drumsticks,  two  feet  and  a  half, 
and  his  body,  which  put  me  in  mind  of  ex- 
tension  without   substance,    engrossed    tlie 
remainder ;  so  that,  on  the  whole,  he  appear- 
ed like  a  spider  or  grasshopper  erect,  and 
was  almost  a  vox  et  prcclcrea  nihil.     His 
dress  consisted  of  a  frock  of  what  is  called 
bear-skin,  the   skirts   of  which  were   about 
half  a  foot  long,  an  hussar  waistcoat,  scarlet 
breeches,  reaching  half  way  down  his  thighs, 
worsted  stockings,  rolled  up  almost  to  his 
groin,  and  -^hoes  with  wooden  heels  at  least 
two  inches  high  :  he  carried  a  sword  very 
near  as  long  as  himself  in  one  hand,  and 
with  tne  other  conducted  his  lady,  who  seem- 
ed to  be  a  woman  of  his  own  age,  and  still 
retained  some  remains  of  an  agreeable  person, 
but  so  ridiculously  affected,  that,  had  I  not 
been  a  novice  in  the  world,  I  might  have 
easily  perceived  in  her  the  deplorable  vanity 
and   second-hand  airs  of  a  lady's  woman. 
We  were  all  assembled  in  the  kitchen,  when 
Captain   Weazel   (for  that  was   his   name) 
desired  a  room  with  a  fire  for  himself  and 
spouse,  and  told  the  landlord  they  would  sup 
by  themselves.     The  innkeeper  replied  that 
he  could  not  afford  them  a  room  by  tliem- 
Bclves;  and,  as  for  supping,  he  had  prepared 
victuals   for  the  passengers  in   the  wagon, 
without  respect  of  persons;  but  if  he  could 
prevail  on  the  rest  to  let  him  have  his  choice 
in  a  separate  manner,  he  should  be  very  well 
pleased.     This  was  no  sooner  said,  than  all 
of  us  declared  against  the  proposal ;  and  Miss 
Jenny  (our  other  female  passenger)  observed, 
that,  if  Captain  Weazel  and  his  lady  had  a 
mind  to  sup  by  themselves,  they  might  wait 
until  we  should  have  done.    At  this  hint,  the 
capt&m  puton  amartial  frown,  and  looked  very 
big,  without  speaking;  while  his  yoke-fellow, 
with  a  disdainful  toss  of  her  nose,  muttered 
something  about — "  creature  !" — which  Miss 
Jenny  overhearing,  stept  up  to  her,  saying, 
— "  None  of  your  names,  good  Mrs  Abigail ; 
—creature,    quotha — I'll    assure   you.      No 
such  creature  as  you,  neither — no  ten  pound 
sneaker — no   quality   coupler."      Here   the 
captain  interposed,  with  a — "  damme,  Ma- 
diim,  what  do  you  mean  by  that^"     "  Dai  \n 
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you,  sir,  who  arc  you  ?"  replied  Miss  Jonny, 
"  wlio    made    you    a   captain,    you    jiitifu;, 
trenclier-scraping,  pimping  curler.' — 'SdeathI 
the  army  is  come  to  a  fine  pass,  when  such 
fellows   as    you    get   commissions — what,  I 
suppose  you  think  I  don't  know  you  .'  agad 
you  and  your  helpmate  are  well  met — a  cast- 
off  mistress  and  a  bald  va!et-de-cliambre  are 
well  yoked  together."    "  Blood  and  woundsl" 
cried  Weazel,  "  d'ye  question  the  honour  of 
my  wife,  madam  .'     Hell  and  damnation  !  no 
man  in  England  durst  say  so  much.     1  would 
ilea  him — carbonado  him!    Fury  and  destruc- 
tion!  I  would  have  his  liver  for  my  supper." 
So  saying,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  liourished 
with  it,  to  the  great  terror  of  Strap;  while 
Miss  Jenny,  snapping  her  fingers,  told  him 
she  did  not  value  his  resentment  a  louse. 
In  the  midst  of  this  quarrel,  the  master  ol 
the  wagon  alighted,  who,  understanding  the 
cause   of  the  disturbance,   and   fearing  the 
captain  and  his  lady  would  take  umbrage, 
and  leave  his  carriage,  was  at  great  pains  to 
have  every  thing  made  up ;  which  he  at  last 
accomplished,  and  we  sat  down  to  supper 
altogether.     At  bed-time  we  were  shown  to 
our  apartments  :    the  old  usurer,  Strap  and  I, 
to  one  room  ;  the  captain,  his  wife,  and  Miss 
Jenny    to   another.      About    midnight,    my 
companion's  bowels  being  disordered,  he  get 
up,  in  order  to  go  backward;  but,  in  his  re- 
turn, mistaking  one  door  for  another,  entered 
Weazel's  chamber,  and  without  any  hesita- 
tion, went  to  bed  to  his  wife,  who  was  fast 
asleep,  the  captain  being  at  another  end  of 
the  room,  groping  for  some  empty  vessel,  in 
lieu  of  his  own  chamber  pot,  which   was 
leaky.     As  he  did  not  perceive  Strap  coming 
in,  he  went  towards  his  own  bed,  after  hav- 
ing- found  a  convenience  ;  but  no  sooner  did 
he  fee!  a  rough  head,  covered  with  a  cotton 
night-cap,  than  it  came  into  his  mind  that 
he  had  mistaken  Miss  Jenny's  bed  instead  of 
his  own,  and  that  the  head  he  felt  was  that 
of  some  gallant,  witii  whom  she  had  made 
an  assignation.     Full  of  this  conjecture,  and 
scandalized  at  the  prostitution  of  his  apart- 
ment, he  snatched  up  the  vessel  he  had  just 
before  filled,  and  emptied  it  at  once  on  the 
astonished  barber  and  his  own  wife,  who, 
waking  at  that  instant,   broke  forth  into  la- 
mentable cries,  which  not  only  alarmed  the 
husband  beyond  measure,  but  frightened  poor 
Strap  almost  out  of  his  senses  ;  for  he  verily 
believed  himself  bewitched  ;  especially  when 
the  incensed  captain  seized  him  by  the  throat, 
with  a  volley  of  oaths,  asking  him  how  he 
durst  have  the  presumption  to  attempt  the 
chastity  of  his  wife.     Poor  Strap  was   so 
amazed  and  confounded,  that  he  could  say 
nothing  but — "  I  take  God  to  witness,  she's 
a  virgin  for  me."     Mrs  Weazel,  enraged  to 
find  herself  in  such  a   pickle,   through  the 
precipitation   of  her  husband,  arose  In  her 
shifl,  and,  with  the  heel  of  her  shoe,  whicf' 
she  found  by  the  bed-side,   belaboured  t;if 
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captain's  bald  pate  till  ho  roared — "IMurder." 
"  I'll  teach  you  to  c'in[)t_y  your  stiiik-pots  on 
ino,"  cried  she,  "you  pitiful  hop-o'-niy-thumb 
coxcomb.  What !  I  warrant  you're  jealous, 
you  man  of  lath.  Was  it  for  this  I  conde- 
scended to  take  you  to  my  bed,  you  poor 
withered,  sapless  twig  1"  The  noise  occa- 
sioned by  this  adventure  had  brought  the 
master  of  the  wagon  and  me  to  the  door, 
where  we  overheard  all  that  passed  with 
great  satisfaction.  In  the  mean  time,  we 
were  alarmed  with  the  cry  of — "  Rape  !  mur- 
der! rape  !"  which  Miss  Jenny  pronounced 
with  great  vociferation.  "  O!  you  vile  abom- 
inable old  villain  !"  said  she,  "  would  you  rob 
me  of  my  virtue  ?  but  I'll  be  revenged  of  you, 
you  old  goat !  I  will.  Help  !  for  heaven's 
sake !  help  !  I  shall  be  ravished,  ruined ! 
help  !"  Some  servants  of  the  inn,  hearing 
liiis  cry,  came  running  up  stairs  with  lights, 
and  such  weapons  as  chance  afforded,  when 
we  beheld  a  very  diverting  scene.  In  one 
corner  stood  the  poor  captain  siiivering  in 
his  shirt,  which  was  all  torn  to  rags,  with  a 
v/oful  visage  scratched  all  over  by  his  wife, 
who  had  by  this  time  wrapped  the  counter- 
pane about  her,  and  set  sobbing  on  the  side 
Df  her  bed.  In  the  other  end  lay  the  old 
usurer,  sprawling  on  Miss  Jenny's  bed,  with 
liis  flannel  jacket  over  his  shirt,  and  his  tawny 
meagre  limbs  exposed  to  the  air:  while  she 
held  him  fast  by  the  two  ears,  and  loaded 
I'.im  with  execrations.  When  we  asked 
what  was  the  matter,  she  affected  to  weep  ; 
told  us  she  was  afraid  that  wicked  rogue  had 
ruined  her  in  her  sleep;  and  bade  us  take 
notice  of  wha4;  we  saw,  for  she  intended  to 
make  use  of  our  evidence  against  him.  The 
poor  wretch  looked  like  one  more  dead  than 
alive,  and  begged  to  be  released;  a  favour 
which  he  had  no  sooner  obtained  than  he 
protested  she  was  no  woman,  but  a  devil  in- 
carnate ;  that  she  had  first  seduced  his  flesh 
to  rebel,  and  then  betrayed  him.  "Yes, 
cockatrice,"  continued  he,  "you  know  you 
laid  this  snare  for  mo,  but  you  shan't  succeed, 
for  I  will  hang  myself  before  you  shall  get  a 
farthing  off  me."  So  saying,  he  crawled  to 
liis  own  bed,  groaning  all  the  way.  We  then 
advanced  to  the  captain,  who  told  us, — 
"  Gentlemen,  here  has  been  a  damned  mis- 
take ;  but  I'll  bo  revenged  on  him  who  was 
the  occasion  of  it.  That  Scotchman  who 
carries  the  knapsack  shall  not  breathe  this 
vital  air  another  day,  if  my  name  be  Weazel. 
My  dear,  I  ask  you  ten  thousand  pardons  ; 
you  are  sensible  I  could  mean  no  harm  to 
you."  "  I  know  not  what  you  meant,"  re- 
plied she  sighing,  "but  I  know  I  have  got 
onougii  to  send  me  to  my  grave."  At  length 
i.hey  were  reconciled.  The  wife  was  com- 
plimented with  a  share  of  Miss  Jenny's  bed, 
(her  own  being  overflowed),  and  the  master 
ijf  the  wagon  invited  Weazel  to  sleep  the 
remaining  part  of  the  night  with  him.  I 
cetirea  lo  mine,  v.'here  I  found  S\rap  mortally 


afraid,  he  having  stole  away  in  the  dark. 
while  the  captain  and  his  lady  were  at  logger 
heads. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Captain  Weazel  challenges  Strap,  who  de 
dines  the  combat — an  affair  between  tht 
captain  and  me — the  usurer  is  fain  t< 
give  Miss  Jenny  jive  guineas  for  a  re^ 
lease — we  are  in  danger  of  losing  a  meal 
—-the  behaviour  of  Weazel,  Jenny  and 
Joey,  on  that  occasion — ayi  account  oj 
Captain  Weazel  and  his  lady — the  cap- 
taints  courage  tried — Isaac's  mirth  at  the 
captain^s  exjjense. 

Next  morning  I  agreed  to  give  the  master 
of  the  wagon  ten  shillings  for  my  passage 
to  London,  provided  Strap  should  be  allowed 
to  take  my  place  when  I  should  be  disposed 
to  walk.  At  the  same  time  I  desired  him  to 
appease  the  incensed  captain,  who  had  en- 
tered the  kitchen  with  a  drawn  sword  in  his 
hend,  and  threatened,  with  many  oaths,  to 
sacrifice  the  villain  who  attempted  to  violate 
his  bed.  But  it  v/as  to  no  purpose  for  the 
master  to  explain  the  mistake,  and  assure 
him  of  Uie  noor  lad's  innocence,  who  stood 
trembl'ug  beliind  me  all  the  while  :  the  more 
submission  that  appeared  in  Strap,  the  more 
implacable  seemed  the  resentment  of  Weazel, 
who  swore  he  must  either  fight  him,  or  he 
would  instantly  put  him  to  death.  I  was 
extremely  provoked  at  this  insolence,  and 
told  him,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  a 
poor  barber  lad  would  engage  a  man  of  the 
sword  at  his  own  weapon  ;  but  I  was  persua- 
ded he  would  wrestle  or  box  with  him.  To 
which  proposal  Strap  immediately  gave  as- 
sent, by  saying,  he  would  box  with  him  for 
a  guinea.  Weazel  replied,  with  a  look  of 
disdain,  that  it  was  beneath  any  gentleman 
of  his  character  to  fight  like  a  porter,  or  even 
to  put  himself  on  a  footing,  in  any  respect, 
with  such  a  fellow  as  Strap.  "  Oddsbodi- 
kins  !"  cried  Joey,  "  sure,  coptain,  yaw  would 
not  commit  moorder !  Here's  a  poor  lad 
that  is  willing  to  make  atoonement  for  his 
offence  ;  and  an  that  woan't  satisfie  yaw, 
offers  to  fight  yaw  fairly.  An  yaw  woan't 
box,  I  dare  say  he  will  coodgel  with  yaw. 
Woan't  yaw,  my  ladl" — Strap,  after  some 
hesitation,  answered, — "  Yes,  yes,  I'll  cudgel 
with  him."  But  this  expedient  being  also 
rejected  by  the  captain,  I  began  to  smell  his 
character,  and,  tipping  Strap  the  wink,  told 
the  company  that  I  had  always  heard  it  said, 
the  person  who  receives  a  challenge  should 
have  the  choice  of  the  weapons  :  this,  there- 
fore, being  the  rule  in  point  of  honour,  I 
would  venture  to  promise  on  the  head  of  my 
companion,  that  he  would  even  fight  Captain 
Wea/.cl  at  sharps  ;  but  it  should  be  with  such 
sharps  as  Strap   was  best  acquainted  with 
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auiiiely,  razors.  At  my  lucntioiiiiig  razors, 
I  could  perceive  the  captain's  colour  ciiuiige, 
while  Straj),  pulling  nie  by  the  sleeve,  whis- 
pered, willi  great  eagerness, — "  No,  no,  no, 
tor  the  love  of  God,  don't  make  any  such 
Dargain.  At  length  ^V'■cazel,  recovering 
himself,  turned  towards  me,  and,  with  a 
ferocious  countenance,  asked, — "  Who  the 
devil  are  you  !  will  you  light  me  3"  With 
these  words,  putting  himself  in  a  posture,  1 
was  grievously  alarmed  at  seeing  the  point 
of  a  sword  within  half  a  foot  of  my  breast; 
and,  springing  to  one  side,  snatched  up  a 
spit  that  stood  in  the  chimney-corner,  with 
which  I  kept  my  fornudablt;  adversary  at  bay, 
who  made  a  great  many  halt-longcs,  skipping 
backward  at  every  push,  till  at  last  I  pinned 
him  up  in  a  corner,  to  the  no  small  diversion 
of  the  company.  While  he  was  in  this  situ- 
ation, his  wife  entered,  and,  seeing  her  hus- 
band in  these  dangerous  circumstances,  utter- 
ed a  dreadful  scream  ;  in  this  emergency, 
Weazel  demanded  a  cessation,  which  was 
immediately  granted  :  and  at  last  was  con- 
tented witii  the  submission  of  Strap,  who, 
falling  upon  his  knees  before  him,  protested 
the  innocence  of  his  intention,  and  ask'sd 
pardon  for  the  mistake  lie  had  committed. 
This  affair  being  ended  without  bloodshed, 
we  went  to  breakfast,  but  missed  two  of  our 
company,  namely,  Miss  Jenny  and  the  usu- 
rer. As  for  thetirst,  Mrs  Weazel  informed 
us,  that  she  had  kept  her  awake  all  night 
with  her  groans ;  and  that  when  she  arose  in 
the  morning.  Miss  Jenny  was  so  much  indis- 
Dosed,  that  she  could  not  proceed  on  her 
journey.  At  that  instant,  a  message  came 
from  her  to  the  master  of  the  wagon,  who 
nnmediately  went  into  her  chamber,  followed 
bv  us  all.  She  told  him,  in  a  lamentable 
tone,  that  she  was  afraid  of  a  miscarriage, 
owing  to  the  fright  she  received  last  night 
from  the  brutality  of  Isaac  ;  and,  as  the  event 
was  uncertain,  desired  the  usurer  might  be 
detained  to  answer  for  the  consequence. 
Accordingly,  this  ancient  Tarquin  was  found 
in  the  \vagon,  whither  he  had  retired  to 
avoid  the  shame  of  last  night's  disgrace,  and 
brouo-ht  by  force  into  her  presence.  He  no 
sooner  appeared  than  she  began  to  weep  and 
sigh  most  piteously,  and  told  us,  if  she  died, 
»he  would  leave  her  blood  upon  the  head  of 
that  ravisher.  Poor  Isaac  turned  up  his  eyes 
and  hands  to  heaven,  prayed  that  God  would 
deliver  hirp  from  the  machinations  of  that 
Jezebel;  and  assured  us  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  that  his  being  found  in  bed  with  her, 
was  the  result  of  her  own  invitation.  The 
wagoner,  understanding  the  case,  advised 
Isaac  to  make  it  up,  by  giving  her  a  sum  of 
money :  to  which  advice  he  replied  with 
great  vehemence, — "A  sum  of  money! — a 
halter  for  the  cockatrice  !"  "  Oh  !  'tis  very 
well,"  said  Miss  Jenny, — '-I  see  it  is  in  vain 
to  attempt  that  :l;nty  heart  of  his  by  fair 
mcMid.     Joey,  be  so  good  as  to  go  to  the 


justice,  and  tell  him  there  is  a  sick  person 
here,  who  wants  to  see  him  on  an  ali'air  of 
consequence."  At  the  name  of  justice,  Isaac 
trembled,  and  bidding  Joey  stay,  asked  witli 
a  quavering  voice,  what  she  would  have  ! 
She  told  him,  that,  as  he  had  not  perpetrated 
his  wicked  purpose,  she  would  be  satisfied 
with  a  small  matter.  And  though  the  damage 
she  migiit  sustain  in  her  health  might  be 
irreparable,  she  would  give  him  a  release  for 
a  hundred  guineas.  "A  hundred  guineas  1" 
cried  he,  in  an  ocstacy,  "a  hundred  furies! 
where  should  a  poor  old  wretch  like  me  have 
a  hundred  guineas  }  If  I  had  so  much  mo- 
ney, d'ye  think  I  should  be  found  travelling 
in  a  wagon  at  this  season  of  the  year!'' 
"Come,  come,"  replied  Jenny,  "none  of 
your  miserly  artifice  here.  You  think  I  don't 
know  Isaac  Rapine,  the  money  broker  in  the 
IMinories.  Ah !  you  old  rogue  !  many  a  pawn 
have  you  had  of  me  and  my  acquaintance, 
which  was  never  redeemed."  Isaac,  linding 
it  was  in  vain  to  disguise  himself,  offered 
twenty  shillings  for  a  discharge,  which  she 
absolutely  refused  under  titly  pounds  :  at  last, 
however,  she  was  brouglit  down  to  five,  which 
he  paid  with  great  reluctancy,  rather  than  be 
prosecuted  for  a  rape.  After  which  accom- 
modation  the  sick  i)crson  made  shift  to  get 
into  the  wagon,  and  we  set  forward  in  great 
Iranqiiilitv,  Strap  being  accommodated  with 
Joey's  horse,  the  driver  himself  cluising  tc 
walk.  This  morning  and  forenoon  we  were 
entertained  with  an  account  of  the  valour  of 
Captain  Weazel,  who  told  us  he  had  once 
knocked  down  a  soldier  tliat  made  game  of 
him;  tweaked  a  drawer  by  the  nose,  who 
found  fault  with  his  picking  his  teeth  with  a 
fork,  at  another  time  ;  and  that  he  had  more- 
over  challenged  a  cheesemonger,  who  had 
the  presumption  to  be  his  rival : — for  the  truth 
of  which  exploits  he  appealed  to  his  wife. 
She  confirmed  whatever  he  said,  and  obser- 
ved,—" The  last  affair  happened  that  very  day 
on  which  I  received  a  love-letter  from  squire 
Gobble ;  and  don't  you  remember,  my  dear, 
1  was  prodigiously  sick  that  very  nigiit  with 
eating  ortolans,  when  my  lord  Diddle  took 
notice  of  my  complexion's  being  altered,  and 
my  lady  was  so  alarmed  that  she  had  well 
nigh  fainted."  "  Yes,  my  dear,"  replied  the 
captain,  "  you  know  my  lord  said  to  me  with 
a  sneer,  'Billy.  Mrs  Weazle  is  certainly 
breeding.'  And  I  answered  cavalierly,— 
'My  loril,  I  wish  I  could  return  the  compli- 
ment.' Upon  which  the  whole  company 
broke  out  into  an  immoderate  tit  of  laughter  ; 
and  my  lord,  who  love.«>  a  repartee  dearly, 
came  round  and  bussed  me."  We  travelled 
in  this  manner  five  days,  witliout  interruption, 
or  meeting  any  thing  worth  notice.  Mis.'i 
Jenny  (who  soon  recovered  her  spirits)  en 
tertaining  us  every  day  with  diverting  songs, 
of  which  she  could  sing  a  great  -.v.unber  ;  and 
rallying  her  old  gallant,  who,  notwuhstand- 
ing,'  would  never  be  reconciled  to  ner.     Oi: 
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ihe  sixth  day,  while  we  were  about  to  sit 
down  to  dinner,  tlie  innkeeper  came  and  told 
us  that  three  trpntlemen,  just  arrived,  had 
ordered  tiie  victuals  to  be  carried  to  their 
apartment,  although  he  had  informed  them 
that  they  were  bespoke  by  the  passengers  in 
the  wagon.  To  which  information  they 
had  replied, — "  The  passengers  in  the  wag- 
on might  be  damned,  their  betters  must  be 
served  before  them — they  supposed  it  would 
be  no  hardship  on  such  travellers  to  dine  upon 
bread  and  cheese  for  one  day."  This  wa.s  a 
terrible  disappointment  to  us  all :  and  we  laid 
our  heads  together  liow  to  remedy  it:  when 
Miss  Jenny  observed  that  captain  Weazel, 
being  by  profession  a  soldier,  ought  in  this 
case  to  protect  and  prevent  us  from  being 
insulted.  But  the  captain  excused  himself, 
saying,  he  would  not  for  all  the  world  be 
known  to  have  travelled  in  a  wagon  ;  swear- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  that,  couid  he  appear 
with  honour,  they  should  eat  his  sword  soon- 
er than  his  provision.  Upon  this  declaration. 
Miss  Jenny,  snatching  his  weapon,  drew  it, 
and  ran  immediately  into  the  kitchen,  where 
she  threatened  to  put  the  cook  to  death  if  he 
did  not  send  the  victuals  into  our  chamber 
immediately.  The  noise  she  made  brought 
the  three  strangers  down,  one  of  whom  no 
sooner  perceived  her,  than  he  cried, — "  Ha  ! 
Jenny  Ramper!  what  the  devil  brought  thee 
hither]"  "My  dear  Jack  Rattle!"  replied 
she,  running  into  his  arms,  "  is  it  you  ]  then 
Weazle  may  go  to  hell  for  a  dinner — I  shall 
dine  with  you."  Tiiey  consented  to  this 
proposal  with  a  great  deal  of  joy ;  and  we 
were  on  the  point  of  being  reduced  to  a  very 
uncomfortable  meal,  when  Joey,  understand- 
ing the  whole  affair,  entered  the  kitchen, 
with  a  pitchfork  in  his  hand,  and  swore  he 
would  be  the  death  of  any  man  who  should 
pretend  to  seize  the  victuals  prepared  for 
the  wagon.  This  menace  had  like  to  have 
produced  fatal  consequences :  the  three 
strangers  drawing  their  swords,  and  being 
'oined  by  their  servants,  and  we  ranging  our- 
selves on  the  side  of  Joey  ;  when  the  landlord 
interposing,  offered  to  part  with  his  own  din- 
ner to  keep  the  peace,  which  was  accepted 
by  the  strangers  ;  and  we  sat  down  to  table 
without  any  further  molestation.  In  the 
afternoon,  I  chose  to  walk  along  with  Joey, 
and  Strap  took  my  place.  Having  entered 
into  a  conversation  with  this  driver,  I  soon 
found  him  to  be  a  merry,  facetious,  good- 
natured  follow,  and  withal  very  arch  :  he  in- 
formed me,  that  Miss  Jenny  was  a  common 
girl  upon  the  town ;  who  falling  into  company 
with  a  recruiting  officer,  he  carried  her  down 
m  the  stage-coach  from  London  to  Newcastle, 
where  he  had  been  arrested  for  debt,  and 
was  now  in  prison  ;  upon  which  she  was  fain 
iO  return  to  her  former  way  of  life,  by  this 
conveyance.  He  told  me,  likewise,  that  one 
of  the  gentlemen's  servants  whom  we  left  at 
he  inn,  having  accidentally  seen  Weazel, 


immediately  knew  him,  and  acquainted  Joey 
with  some  particulars  of  his  character.  That 
lie  had  served  my  lord  Frizzle  in  quality  ol 
valet-de-chambre  many  years,  while  he  hved 
separate  from  his  lady  :  but,  upon  their  recon- 
ciliation, she  expressly  insisted  upon  Wea. 
zel's  being  turned  off,  as  well  as  the  woman 
he  kept;  when  his  lordship,  to  get  rid  of 
them  both  with  a  good  grace,  proposed  that 
he  should  marry  his  mistress,  and  he  v/ould 
procure  a  commission  for  him  in  the  army; 
this  expedient  was  agreed  to;  and  VVeade  is 
now,   by  his  lordship's   interest,   ensign  in 

's  regiment.     I  found  he  and  I  had  the 

same  sentiments  with  regard  to  Weazel's 
courage,  which  we  resolved  to  put  to  the 
trial,  by  alarming  the  passengers  with  the 
cry  of — "  a  highwayman  !"  as  soon  as  a 
horseman  should  appear.  This  sciieme  we 
put  in  practice  towards  the  dusk,  when  we 
descried  a  man  on  horseback  approaching  us. 
Joey  had  no  sooner  intimated  to  the  people 
in  the  wagon,  that  he  was  afraid  we  should 
all  be  robbed,  than  a  general  consternation 
arose  :  Strap  jumped  out  of  the  wagon,  and 
hid  himself  behind  a  hedge.  The  usurer  put 
forth  ejaculations,  and  made  a  rustling  a.n&ng 
the  straw,  which  made  us  conjecturo  he  had 
hid  something  under  it.  Mrs  Weazef,  wring- 
ing her  hands,  uttered  lamentable  ciies  :  and 
the  captain,  to  our  great  amazfjinent,  began 
to  snore  ;  but  this  artifice  did  iiot  succeed  ; 
for  Miss  Jenny,  shaking  him  by  the  shoulder, 
bawled  out, — "  'Sdeath  !  captiin,  is  this  a 
time  to  snore,  when  we  are  going  to  be  rob 
bed  ]  get  up,  for  shame,  and  behave  like  a 
soldier  and  a  man  of  honour."  Weazel  pre- 
tended  to  be  in  a  great  passion  for  being 
disturbed,  and  swore  he  would  have  his  nap 
out  if  all  the  highwaymen  in  England  sur- 
rounded him.  "  D — n  my  blood  !  what  are 
yoa  afraid  of]"  continued  he,  at  the  samo 
time  trembling  with  such  agitation,  that  the 
whole  carriage  shook.  This  singular  piece 
of  behaviour  incensed  Miss  Ramper  so  much, 
that  she  cried. — "  D — n  your  pitiful  soul,  you 
are  as  arrant  a  poltroon  as  ever  was  drum- 
med out  of  a  regiment.  Stop  the  wagon, 
Joey, — let  me  out,  and,  by  G— d,  if  I  have 
rhetoric  enough,  the  thief  shall  not  only  take 
your  purse,  but  your  skin  also."  So  saying, 
she  leaped  out  with  great  agility.  By  this 
time  the  horseman  came  up  with  us,  and 
happened  to  be  a  gentleman's  servant,  well 
known  to  Joey,  who  communicated  the 
scheme,  and  desired  him  to  carry  it  on  a 
little  farther,  by  going  up  to  the  wagon,  and 
questioning  those  within.  The  strange? 
consenting,  for  the  sake  of  diversion,  ap- 
proached it,  and,  in  a  terrible  tone,  demand 
ed,  "  Who  have  we  got  here  ?"  Isaac  replied, 
with  a  lamentable  voice, — "  Here's  a  poor 
miserable  sinner,  who  has  got  a  small  family 
to  maintain,  and  nothing  in  the  world  where- 
withal, but  these  fifteen  shillings,  which  i^ 
you  rob  mcof,  we  must  all  starve  together.' 
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'  Who's  that  sobbing  in  tlie  other  corner?" 
(said  tlic  supposed  highwayman).  "  A  poor 
unfortunate  woman,"  answered  Mrs  Weazel, 
"  upon  whom  I  beg  you,  for  Christ's  sake, 
to  have  compassion."  '•  Are  you  maid  or 
wife]"  said  he.  "Wife,  to  my  sorrow," 
cried  she.  "  Wlio  or  where  is  your  hus- 
band J"  continued  he.  "My  inisband,"  re- 
plied Mrs  Weazel,  "  is  an  otHccr  in  the  army, 
and  was  left  sick  at  the  last  inn  where  we 
dined."  "  You  must  be  mistaken,  madam," 
said  he,  "for  I  myself  saw  him  get  into  the 
wagon  this  afternoon.  But  pray  what 
smell  is  that  1  sure  your  lap-dog  has  befouled 
himself; — let  me  catch  hold  of  the  nasty  cur, 
I'll  teach  him  better  manners."  Here  he 
laid  hold  of  one  of  Weazel's  legs,  and  pulled 
him  out  from  under  his  wife's  petticoats, 
where  he  had  concealed  himself  The  poor 
trembling  captain,  being  detected  in  this  in- 
glorious situation,  rubbed  his  eyes,  and,  affect- 
ing to  wake  out  of  sleep,  cried,  "  What's  tlie 
matter? — what's  the  matter?"  "  The  mat- 
ter is  not  much,"  answered  the  horseman, 
"  I  only  called  in  to  intjuirc  after  your  health, 
and  so  adieu,  most  noble  captain."  So  say- 
ing, he  clapped  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  was 
out  of  sight  in  a  moment.  It  was  some  time 
before  Weazel  could  recollect  himself,  but 
at  length,  re-assuming  the  big  look,  he  said 
— "  D — n  the  fellow  !  why  did  he  ride  away 
before  I  had  titne  to  ask  him  how  his  lord 
and  lady  do  ? — don't  you  remember  Tom, 
my  dear?"  addressing  himself  to  his  wife. 
"  Yes,"  replied  she,  "  I  think  I  do  remember 
fioniethiug  of  the  fellow  ;  but  you  know  I 
seldom  converse  with  people  of  his  station." 
"  Heyday  !"  cried  Joey,  "  do  yaw  knaw  the 
young  nion,  coptain  ?"  "  Know  him,"  said 
Weazel,  "  many  a  time  has  he  filled  a  glass 
of  Burgundy  for  me  at  my  lord  Trippet's 
table."  "  And  what  may  his  neame  be, 
coptain?"  said  Joey.  "His  name! — his 
name,"  replied  Weazel,  "is  Tom  Rinser." 
"  Waunds?"  cried  Joey,  "  a  has  chan"fed  his 
own  neame  then!  for  I'se  lay  a  wager  he  was 
christened  John  Trotter."  This  observation 
raised  a  laugh  against  the  captain,  who  seem- 
ed very  much  disconcerted;  when  Isaac  broke 
silence,  and  said, — "  It  was  no  matter  who  or 
what  he  was,  since  he  has  not  proved  the 
robber  we  suspected  ;  and  we  ought  to  bless 
God  for  our  narrow  escape."  "  Bless  God," 
said  Weazel,  "bless  the  devil!  for  what? 
had  he  been  a  higliwayman,  I  should  have 
eat  his  blood,  body  and  guts,  before  he  had 
robbed  me,  or  any  one  in  this  diliirence" 
"  Ha,  ha,  ha,"  cried  Miss  Jenny,  "  I  believe 
you  will  eat  all  you  kill  indeed,  captain." 
The  usurer  was  so  well  pleased  at  the  event 
of  this  adventure,  that  he  could  not  refrain 
from  being  severe,  and  took  notice  that  cap- 
tain Weazel  seemed  to  be  a  good  christian, 
for  he  had  armed  him?:elf  with  patience  and 
resignation  instead  of  carnal  weapons,  and 
worked  out  his  salvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
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bling.  This  piece  of  satire  occasioned  a 
great  deal  of  mirth  at  Weazel's  expense,  who 
muttered  a  great  many  oaths,  and  threatened 
to  cut  Isaac's  thro^  The  usurer,  taking 
hold  of  this  menace,  said,-  "  Gentlemen  and 
ladies,  I  take  you  all  to  witness,  that  my 
life  is  in  danger  from  this  bloody-minde-i 
otticer:  I'll  have  him  bound  over  to  the 
peace."  This  second  sneer  procured  ano- 
ther laugh  against  him,  and  he  remained 
crest-fallen  during  the  remaining  part  of  cur 
journey. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

Strap  and  I  are  tcrrijied  hij  an  apparition 
— Strap^s  conjecture — tke  mysterij  ex- 
plained by  Joey — we  arrive  at  London — 
our  dress  and  appearance  described — wp. 
are  insulted  in  tlie  street — an  adventure 
in  an  ale-house — we  are  imposed  upon  by 
a  ivarrgisk  footman — set  to  rights  by  a 
tobacconist — take  lodgings — dive  for  a 
dinner — an  accident  at  our  ordinary. 

We  arrived  at  our  inn,  supped,  and  went 
to  bed  ;  but  Strap's  distemper  continuing,  he 
was  obliged  to  rise  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
and  taking  the  candle  in  his  hand,  which  he 
had  left  burning  for  the  purpose,  he  wen 
down  to  the  house  of  office,  whence  in  a 
short  time  he  returned  in  a  great  hurry,  with 
his  hair  standing  on  end,  and  a  look  betoken- 
ing  horrorand  astonisiuricnt.  Without  speak 
ing  a  word,  he  set  down  the  light  and  jump- 
ed into  bed  behind  me,  where  he  lay  and 
trembled  with  great  violence.  When  I  asked 
him  what  was  the  matter,  he  replied  with  a 
broken  accent, — "God  have  mercy  on  us?  I 
have  seen  the  devil."  Though  my  prejudice 
was  not  quite  so  strong  as  his,  1  was  not  a 
little  alarmed  at  this  exclainationj  and  much 
more  so,  when  I  heard  the  sound  of  bells  ap- 
proaching our  Ciiamber,  and  felt  my  bed- 
fellow cling  close  to  me,  uttering  these  words 
— "Christ  have  mercy  upon  us!  there  he 
comes."  At  this  instant  a  monstrous  over- 
grown raven  entered  our  chamber,  with  bells 
at  his  feet,  and  made  directly  towards  our 
bed.  As  this  creature  is  reckoned  in  our 
country  a  common  vehicle  for  tiic  devil  and 
witches  to  play  their  pranks  in,  I  verily  believ- 
ed we  were  haunted,  and  in  a  violent  fright 
shrunk  under  the  bed-clothes.  This  tcrriblo 
apparition  leapt  upon  the  bed,  and,  after  giv- 
ing us  several  severe  dabs  with  its  beak 
through  the  blankets,  hojjpcd  away  and  van- 
ished. Strap  and  I  recommended  ourselves 
to  the  protection  of  Heaven  witA  great  de- 
votion, and,  when  we  no  longer  heard  the 
noise,  ventured  to  peep  up  and  take  breath. 
But  we  had  not  been  long  freed  from  this 
phantom,  when  another  appeared  that  had 
well  nigh  deprived  us  both  of  our  senses. 
We  perceived  an  old  man  enter  the  rooii; 
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with  a  long  white  beard  that  reached  to  liis 
middle ;  there  was  a  certain  wild  peculiarity 
in  his  eyes  and  countenance,  tliat  did  not 
savour  of  tJiis  world  ;  pad  his  dress  consisted 
of  a  brown  stuff  coat  Bfttoned  behind,  and  at 
the  wrists,  witli  an  odd  fashioned  cap  of  the 
same  stuff  upon  his  head.  I  was  so  amazed 
that  I  had  not  power  to  move  my  eyes  from 
such  a  ghastly  object,  but  lay  motionless,  and 
saw  him  come  straight  up  to  me :  when  he 
reached  the  bed  lie  wrung  his  hands,  and 
cried  with  a  voice  that  did  not  seem  to  be- 
long to  a  human  creature, — "  Where  is 
Ralph]"  I  made  no  reply;  upon  whicii  he 
repeated,  in  an  accent  still  more  preternatu- 
ral,— "  Wlicre  is  Ralpho?"  He  had  no 
sooner  pronounced  these  words,  than  I  heard 
the  sound  of  the  bells  at  a  distance;  whicli 
the  apparition  having  listened  to,  tripped 
away,  and  left  me  almost  petrified  with  fear. 
It  was  a  good  while  before  I  could  recover 
myself  so  far  as  to  speak ;  and  when  at 
length  I  turned  to  Strap,  I  found  him  in  a 
fit,  which,  however,  did  not  last  long.  When 
lie  came  to  liiniself",  I  asked  his  opinion  of 
what  had  happened  :  and  he  assured  me,  that 
the  first  must  certainly  be  the  soul  of  some 
person  damned,  which  appeared  by  the  chains 
about  his  legs  (for  his  fears  had  magnified 
the  creature  to  the  bigness  of  a  horse,  and 
the  sound  of  small  morrice-bells  to  the  clank- 
ing of  massy  chains).  As  for  the  old  man, 
he  took  it  to  be  the  spirit  of  somebody  mur- 
dered long  ago  in  this  place,  which  had 
power  granted  it  to  torment  the  assassin  in 
the  shape  of  a  raven,  and  that  Ralpho  was 
the  name  of  the  said  murderer.  Although  I 
had  not  much  faith  in  this  interpretation,  I 
was  too  much  troubled  to  enjoy  any  sleep  ; 
and  in  all  my  future  adventures  never  passed 
a  night  so  ill.  In  tlie  morning,  Strap  im- 
parted the  whole  affair  to  Joey,  who,  after 
an  immoderate  lit  of  laughter,  explained  the 
matter,  by  telling  him  the  old  man  was  the 
landlord's  father,  who  had  been  an  idiot 
some  years,  and  diverted  himself  with  a  tame 
raven,  which,  it  seems,  had  hopped  away 
from  his  apartment  in  the  night,  and  induced 
iiim  to  follow  it  to  our  chamber,  where  he 
had  inquired  afler  it,  under  the  name  of 
Ralpho. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  during  the 
remaining  part  of  our  journey,  which  con- 
tinued six  or  seven  days  longer :  at  length 
we  entered  the  great  city,  and  lodged  all 
night  at  the  inn  where  the  wagon  put  up. 
Next  morning  all  the  passengers  parted 
different  ways,  while  my  companion  and  I 
sallied  out  to  inquire  for  the  member  of  par- 
liament to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  recommen- 
dation from  Mr  Crab.  As  we  had  discharged 
our  lodging  at  the  inn.  Strap  took  up  our 
baggage,  and  marched  behind  me  in  the 
strot't  with  the  knapsack  on  his  back,  as 
Usual,  so  that  wo  made  a  very  whimsical 
appearance.      I  had  dressed  myself  to  Mie 


greatest  advantage  ;  that  is,  put  on  a  cleat: 
ruffled  shirt,  and  my  best  thread  stockings  . 
my  hair  (which  was  of  the  deepest  red)  hun^ 
down  upon  my  shoulders,  as  lank  and  straight 
as  a  pound  of  candies  ;  and  the  skirts  of  my 
coat  reached  to  the  middle  of  my  leg ;  my 
waistcoat  and  breeches  were  of  the  same 
piece,  and  cut  in  the  same  taste  ;  and  mj 
liat  very  much  resembled  a  barber's  basin, 
in  the  shallowness  of  the  crown  and  narrow- 
ness of  the  brim.  Strap  was  habited  in  » 
much  less  awkward  manner ;  but  a  short- 
crop-eared  wig,  that  very  much  resembled 
Scrub's  in  the  play,  and  the  knapsack  on  his 
back,  added  to  what  is  called  a  queer  phiz, 
occasioned  by  a  long  chin,  hook  nose,  and 
high  cheek-bones,  rendered  him  on  the  whole 
a  very  fit  subject  of  mirtli  and  pleasantry. 
As  we  walked  along.  Strap,  at  my  desire; 
inquired  of  a  carman  whom  we  met,  where- 
abouts Mr  Cringer  lived;  and  was  answered 
by  a  stare  accompanied  witli  the  word — 
"anan  !"  upon  which  I  came  up  in  order  to 
explain  the  question,  but  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  unintelligible  likewise,  the  carman 
damning  us  for  a  lousy  Scotch  guard,  and 
whipping  his  horses,  with  a — "gee  ho!" 
which  nettled  me  to  the  quick,  and  roused 
the  indignation  of  Strap  so  far,  that  after  the 
fellow  was  gone  a  good  way,  he  told  me  he 
would  fight  him  for  a  farthing.  While  we 
were  deliberating  upon  what  was  to  be  done, 
a  hackney  coachman  driving  softly  along, 
and  perceiving  us  standing  by  the  kennel, 
came  up  close  to  us,  and  calling,  "  a  coach, 
master?"  by  a  dexterous  management  of  the 
reins,  made  his  horses  stumble  in  the  wet, 
and  bedaub  us  all  over  with  mud  ;  af^ci 
which  exploit,  he  drove  on,  applauding  him- 
self with  a  hearty  laugh,  in  which  several 
people  joined,  to  my  great  mortification  ;  but 
one  more  compassionate  than  the  rest,  seeing 
us  strangers,  advised  me  to  go  into  an  ale- 
house and  dry  myself  I  thanked  him  for 
his  advice,  which  I  immediately  complied 
with  ;  and  going  into  the  house  he  pointed 
out,  called  fbr  a  pot  of  beer,  and  sat  down  by 
a  fire  ia  the  public  room,  where  we  cleaned 
ourselves  as  well  as  we  could.  In  the  mean 
time  a  wag,  who  sat  in  a  box  smoking  his 
pipe,  understanding  by  our  dialect  that  we 
were  from  Scotland,  came  up  to  me,  and, 
with  a  grave  countenance,  asked  how  long  1 
had  been  caught?  As  I  did  not  know  tiie 
meaning  of  this  question,  I  made  no  answer, 
and  he  went  on,  saying,  it  could  not  be  a 
great  while,  for  my  tail  was  not  yet  cut ;  at 
the  same  time  taking  hold  of  iny  hair,  and 
ti])ping  the  wink  to  the  rest  of  the  company, 
who  seemed  highly  entertained  with  his  wit. 
I  was  incensed  at  this  usage,  but  afraid  cf 
resenting  it,  because  I  happe'ned  to  be  in  a 
strange  place,  and  perceived  tiie  person  who 
spoke  to  mo  was  a  bra,wny  fellow,  for  whom 
I  thought  myself  by  no  means  a  match, 
1  However,  Strap,  having  either  more  courage 
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ar  less  caution,  could  not  put  up  with  the 
insults  that  I  sufl'ercd,  but  told  him,  in  a 
peremptory  tone, — "  he  was  an  uncivil  fellow 
for  making  so  t>oo  with  his  betters."  Tlien 
the  wit  goinj;^  towards  him,  asked  what  he 
had  got  in  his  knapsack? — "  Is  it  oatmeal  or 
brimstone,  Sawney.'"  said  he,  eeizinij  liini 
by  the  cliin,  which  ho  shook,  to  the  incxjjress- 
ible  diversion  ot'all  present.  My  companion, 
feeling  himself  assaulted  in  such  an  oppro- 
brious manner,  disengaged  himself  in  a  trice, 
and  lent  his  antagonist  such  a  box  on  the 
ear,  as  made  him  stagger  to  the  other  .^idc 
of  the  room;  and,  in  a  moment,  a  ring  was 
formed  for  the  combatants.  Seeing  Strap 
beginning  to  strip,  and  my  blood  being  heat- 
ed with  indignation,  which  banished  all  other 
thoughts,  I  undressed  myself  to  tlio  skin  in 
an  instant,  and  declared,  that  as  the  affront 
that  occasioned  the  quarrel  was  offered  to 
me,  I  would  fight  it  out  myself;  upon  which 
one  or  two  cried  out, — "  that's  a  brave  Scotch 
boy  ;  you  shall  have  fair  play,  by  G — d." 
This  assurance  gave  me  fresh  spirits,  and 
going  up  to  my  adversary,  who,  by  his  pale 
countenance,  did  not  seem  much  inclined  to 
the  battle,  I  siiruck  him  so  hard  on  the  sto- 
mach, that  he  reeled  over  a  '»'^nch,  and  fell 
to  the  ground.  Then  I  attempted  to  keep 
him  down,  in  order  to  improve  my  success, 
according  to  the  manner  of  my  own  country, 
but  was  restrained  by  the  spectators,  one  of 
whom  endeavoured  to  raise  up  my  opponent, 
but  in  vain,  for  he  protested  he  would  not 
fight,  for  he  was  not  quite  recovered  of  a 
;ate  illness.  I  was  very  well  pleased  with 
this  excuse,  and  immediately  dressed  myself, 
having  acquired  the  good  opinion  of  the 
rompany  for  my  bravery,  as  well  as  of  my 
comrade  Strap,  who  shook  me  by  the  hand, 
and  wished  me  joy  of  the  victory.  After 
having  drank  our  pot,  and  dried  our  clothes, 
we  inquired  of  the  landlord  if  he  know  Mr 
Cringer,  the  member  of  parliament,  and 
were  amazed  at  his  replying  in  the  negative  ; 
for  we  imagined  he  must  be  altogether  a.s 
conspicuous  here  as  in  the  borough  he  repre- 
sented ;  but  he  told  us  we  might  possibly 
Iiear  of  him  as  we  passed  along.  We  betook 
ourselves,  therefore,  to  the  street,  where, 
seeing  a  footman  standing  at  a  door,  we 
made  up  to  him,  and  asked  if  he  knew  where 
our  patron  lived!  This  member  of  the  party- 
colo'ired  fraternity,  surveying  us  both  very 
minutely,  said  he  knew  Mr  Cringer  very  well, 
and  bade  us  turn  down  the  first  street  on  our 
left,  then  turn  to  tiie  right,  and  then  to  the 
^eft  again,  after  which  perambulation  we 
would  observe  a  lane,  throngli  whicli  we 
rau.st  pass,  and  at  the  ether  end  we  should 
find  an  alley  that  leads  to  another  street, 
where  we  should  see  the  sign  of  the  Thistle 
and  three  pedlars,  and  there  he  lodged.  Wo 
thanked  him  for  his  information,  and  went 
forwards.  Strap  telling  me,  that  he  knew 
iiis  person  to  be  an  honest  friendly  man  by 


his  countenance,  before  he  opened  his  mouth; 
in  which  opinion  I  acquiesced,  ascribing  his 
good  manners  to  the  company  he  daily  sav/ 
in  the  house  were  ho  served.  We  followed 
his  directions  punctualiy,  in  turning  to  the 
left  and  to  the  right,  and  to  the  Ictt  again  . 
but,  instead  of  seeing  a  lane  before  us,  tbunc 
ourselves  at  the  side  of  the  river,  a  circuni. 
stance  that  perplexed  us  not  a  little  ;  and  my 
fellow-traveller  ventured  to  pronounce  that 
we  had  certainly  missed  our  way.  By  this 
time  we  were  pretty  much  fatigued  with  our 
walk,  and  not  knowing  iiow  to  proceed,  I 
went  into  a  small  snuff-shop  hard  by,  encour- 
aged by  the  sign  of  llic  lliglilaiuier,  where 
I  found,  to  my  inexpressible  satisfaction, 
the  shopkeeper  was  my  countryman.  lie 
was  no  sooner  informed  of  our  peregrination, 
and  the  directions  we  had  received  from  tiie 
footman,  than  he  informed  us  we  had  been 
imposed  upon,  telling  us  Mr  Cringer  lived 
in  the  other  end  of  the  town  ;  and  that  it 
woulii  be  to  no  purpose  for  us  to  go  thither 
to-day,  fir  by  that  time  he  wius  gone  to  the 
house.  I  then  asked  if  he  could  recommend 
us  to  a  lodtring.  lie  readily  gave  us  a  line 
to  one  of  las  acquaintance  who  kept  a  chand- 
ler's shop  not  far  from  St  Martin's  lane  ; 
there  we  hired  a  bed-room,  up  two  pair  of 
stairs,  at  the  rate  of  2s.  per  week,  so  very 
small,  that,  when  the  bed  was  let  down,  wc 
were  obliged  to  carry  out  every  other  piece 
of  furniture  that  belonged  to  the  apartment, 
and  use  the  bedstead  by  way  of  chairs.  About 
dinner-time,  our  landlord  asked  us  how  we 
proposed  to  live  1  to  which  interrogation  wo 
answered,  that  we  would  bo  dii-ected  by  him. 
"  Well,  then,"  says  he,  "  tliere  are  two  ways 
of  eating  in  this  town,  for  people  of  your 
condition,  the  one  more  creditable  and  expen- 
sive than  the  other  :  the  first  is,  to  dine  at  an 
eating-house  frequented  by  well-dressed  peo- 
ple only  ;  and  the  other  is  called  diving, 
practised  by  those  who  are  either  obliged  or 
inclined  to  live  frugally."  I  gave  him  to 
understand  that,  provided  the  last  was  not 
infamous,  it  would  suit  much  better  with 
our  circumstances  than  the  other.  "  Infa- 
mous !"  cried  ho.  "  God  forbid !  there  are 
many  creditable  people,  rich  people,  aye, 
and  fine  people,  that  dive  every  day.  I 
have  seen  many  a  pretty  gentleman  with  a 
iaced  waistcoat  dine  in  that  manner  very 
comfortably  for  tliree  pence  half-penny,  and 
go  afterwards  to  the  coffee-house,  where  he 
made  a  figure  with  the  best  lord  in  the  land 
— but  your  own  eyes  shall  bear  witness — I 
will  go  along  with  you  to-day,  and  introduce 
you."  He  accordingly  conducted  us  to  a 
certain  lane,  whore  stopping,  he  bade  us  ob- 
serve him,  and  do  as  he  did,  and  walking  a 
few  paces,  dived  into  a  cellar,  and  disappeared 
in  an  instant.  I  followed  his  example,  and, 
descending  very  successfully,  found  myself 
in  the  middle  of  a  cook's  shop,  almost  suflb 
catcd  with  the  steams  of  boiled  beef,  an  J 
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surrounded  by  a  company  of  hackney-coach- 
rnca  chairmen,  draymen,  and  a  few  footmen 
out  of  place  or  on  board  wages,  wlio  sat  eat- 
ing shin  of  beef,  tripe,  cow-iieel,  or  sausages, 
at  separate  boards,  covered  with  cloths  which 
turned  my  stomach.    While  I  stood  in  amaze, 
undetermined  whether  to  sit  down  or  walk 
upwards  again,  Strap  in  his  descent  missing 
one  of  the  steps,  tumbled  headlong  into  this 
infernal  ordinary,  and  overturned  the  cook 
as  she  carried  a  porringer  of  soup  to  one  of 
the  guests  :  in  her  fall,  she  dashed  the  whole 
mess  against  the  ]egs  of  a  drummer  belong- 
ing to  the  foot-guards,  who  happened  to  be 
in  her  way,  and  scalded  him  so  miserably, 
that  he  started  up,  and  danced  up  and  down, 
uttering  a  volley  of  execrations  that  made 
my  hair  stand  on  end.    While  he  entertained 
the  company  in  this  manner,  with  an  elo- 
quence peculiar  to  himself,  the  cook  got  up, 
and,  after  a  hearty  curse  on  the  poor  author 
of  this  mischance,  who  lay  under  the  table 
scratching  his  rump   with  a  wofiil  counte- 
nance, emptied  a  salt-seller  in  her  hand,  and, 
stripping  down  the  patient's  stocking,  wliich 
brought  the  skin  along  with  it,  applied  the 
contents   to  the  sore.      This   poultice   was 
scarce  laid  on,  when  the  drummer,  who  had 
begun  to  abate  of  his  exclamation,  broke  forth 
into  such  a  hideous  yell,  as  made  the  whole 
company   tremble ;    then   seizing   a  pewter 
pint-pot  that  stood  by  him,  squeezed  the  sides 
ofit  together,  as  if  it  had  been  made  of  pliant 
leather,  grinding  his  teeth  at  the  same  time 
with  a  most  horrible  grin.     Guessing  the 
cause  of  this  violent  transport,  I  bade  the 
wonmn  wash  off  the  salt,  and  bathe  the  part 
with  oil,  which  she  did,  and  procured  him 
immediate  ease.     But  here  another  difficulty 
occurred,  which  was  no  other  than  the  land- 
lady's insisting  on  his  paying  for  the  pot  he 
had  rendered  useless.     He  swore  he  would 
pay  for  nothing  but  what  he  had  eaten,  and 
bade  her  be  thankful  for  his  moderation,  or 
else  he   would  prosecute  her  for  damages. 
Strap,  foreseeing  tlie  whole  affair  w-ould  lie 
at  his  door,  promised  to  satisfy  t!;e  cook,  and 
called  for  a  dram  of  gin  to  treat  the  drummer, 
which  entirely  appeased  him,  and  composed 
all  animosities.     After  this  accommodation, 
our  landlord  and  we  sat  down  at  a  board, 
and  dined  upon  shin  of  beef  most  deliciously; 
our  reckoning  amounting  to  two  pence  half- 
penny  each,  bread  and  small  beer  included. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

We  visit  Strap's  friend — description  of  him 
— his  advice — go  to  Mr  Criu'jrer's  house 
— are  denied  admittance — an  accident 
hefals  Strap — his  behaviour  thereupon — 

'  an  extraordinary  adventure  occurs,  in  the 
course  of  which  I  lose  all  v\y  mc  ncy. 

In  the  afternoon  m)  companion  or  posed  to 


call  at  his  friend's  house,  which,  we  were  it. 
formed,  was  in  tlie  neighbourhood;  whither 
we  accordingly  went,  and  were  so  lucky  as 
to  find  him  at  home.     Tliis  gentleman,  who 
had  come  from  Scotland  three  or  four  yeara 
before,    kept    a  school  in  town,   where   he 
taught  the  Latin,   French,   and  Italian  lan- 
guages ;  but.  what  he  chiefly  professed  wait 
the  pronunciation  of  the    English   tongue, 
after  a  method  more  speedy  and  uncommon 
than  any  practised  heretofore;  and  indeed, 
if  his  scholars  spoke  like  their  master,  the 
latter  part  of  his  undertaking  was  certainly 
performed  to  a  tittle ;  for,  although  I  could 
easily  understand  every  word  of  what  I  had 
heard    hitherto    since    I    entered    England, 
three  parts  in  four  of  his  dialect  were  as  un- 
intelligible to  me,  as  if  he  had  spoke  in  the 
Arabic  or  Irish.    He  was  a  middle-sized  man, 
and  stooped  very  much,  though  not  above 
the  age  of  forty;  his   face  frigiitfully  pitted 
with  the  small-pox,  and  his  mouth  extended 
from  ear  to  ear.     He  was  dressed  in  a  night 
gown    of  plaid,  fastened   about   his   middle 
with  a  Serjeant's  old  sash,  and  a  tie  periwig, 
with  a  fore-top  three   inches   high,   in   the 
fashion  of  King  Charles  II. 's  reign.     After 
he  had  received  Strap   (who  was  related  to 
him)  very  courteously,  he  inquired  of  him 
who  I  was,  and,  being  informed,  took  me  by 
the  hand,  telling  me  he  was  at  school  with 
my  father.     Wlien  he  understood  my  situa- 
tion, he  assured,  me  that  he  would  do  me  all 
the  service  in  his  power,  both  by  his  advice 
and  otherwise  ;  and,  while  he   spoke  these 
words,  eyed  me  with  great  attention,  walk- 
ing round  me  several  times,  and  nmttering, 
_"  O  C— st!   O  C— St!  fat  a  saight  is  here?" 
I  soon  guessed  the  reason  of  his  ejaculation, 
and   said, — "I  suppose,    sir,    you    are   not 
pleased  with  my  dress  ?"•    "  Dress!"  answer- 
ed he,  "you  may  caal  it  fat  you  please  in 
your  country,  but  I  vaw  to  Gad  'tis  a  mas- 
querade   here.      No    Christian    will    admit 
such  a  figure  into  his  hawse.    Upon  my  con. 
science,  I  wonder  the  dogs  did  not  hunt  you.' 
Did  you  pass  through  St  James's  market  ? 
God  bless  my  eye-saight!  you  look  like  a 
cousin-german  of  Ourang  Outang."    I  began 
to  be  a  little  serious  at  this  discourse,  and 
asked  him  if  he  thought  I  should  obtain  en- 
trance  to-morrow  at  the  house  of  Mr  Crin- 
ger,    on   whom   I   chiefly   depended    for  an 
introduction  into  business.      "Mr  Cringer, 
Mr    Cringer,"   (replied    he,   scratching   his 
cheek,)  "  may  be  a  very  honest  gentleman — 
I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary ;  but  is  your 
sole  dependence  upon  him?     Who  recom-- 
mended  you  to  him?"    I  pulled  out  Mr  Crab's 
letter,   and  told  him  the  foundation   of  my 
hopes;  at  which  he  stared  at  me,  and  repeat- 
ed— "  C- — st!"     I   began    to    conceive  bad 
omens  from  this  behaviour  of  his,  and  begged 
he  would  assist  me  v/ith  his  advice,  which  he 
promised  to  give  me  frankly:  and,  as  a  spe- 
cimen,  directed  us  to  a  periwig  warehouse  n 
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Uie  nciglibourliood,  in  order  to  be  accommo- 
dated ; ''lay  inji;  slron;,' injunctions  on  me  not 
to  appear' before  Mr  Cnngertill  I  liad  parted 
with  tbese   carroty  locks,  whicli  (lie  said) 
were  suf.icient  to  beget  an  antipathy  against 
me  in  all  mankind.     And,  as  we  wore  going 
to  pursue  this  advice,  lie  called   me  back, 
and  bade  me  be  sure  to   deliver  my  letter 
into  ^Ir  Cringcr's  own  hand.     As  we  walked 
along,  Strap'lriumphcd  greatly  in  our  reccp- 
tion"\vith  his  friend,  who,  it  seems,  liad  as- 
sured him  he  would,  in  a  day  or  two,  provide 
for  him  with  some  good  master  ;  and  "  now," 
says  he,  "  you  shall  see  how  I  shall  fit  you 
with  a  wig.     Tiiere's  ne'er  a  barber  in  Lon- 
don (and  that's  a  bold   word)  can  pawn  a 
rotten  caul,  or  a  penny-weight  of  dead  hair, 
U])on  me."    And  indeed  this  zealous  adherent 
did  wrangle  so  long  with  the  merchant,  that 
he  was  desired  twenty  times  to  leave   the 
shop,  and  see  if  he  could  get  one  cheaper 
elsewhere.     At  length  I  made  choice  of  a 
.■rood   handsome  bob,  for  which  I  paid  ten 
shillings,  and  returned  to  our  lodging,  where 
Strap  in  a  moment  rid  me  of  that  hair  which 
liad  given  the  schoolmaster  so  much  offence. 
We  got  up  next  day  betimes,  having  been 
.nformed  that  Mr  Cringer  gave  audience  by 
candle-light  to  all  his  dependents,  he  himself 
beintr  obfiged  to  attend  the  levee  of  my  Lord 
Terrier  at  break  of  day,  because  his  hjrdship 
made  one  at  the  minister's  between  eight  and 
nine  o'clock.     When  we  came  to  Mr  Crin- 
ger's  door,  Strap,  to  give  me  an  instance  of 
his  politeness,  ran  to  the  knocker,  which  he 
employed  so  loud  a'ul  so  long,  that  he  alarm- 
ed the  whole  street  ;.    and  a  window  opening 
m  the   second  story   of  the  next   house,  a 
;hainber-pot  was  discharged  upon   him   so 
effectually,  that  the  poor  barber  was  wet  to 
the  skin,  while  L  being  luckily  at  some  dis- 
tance, escaped  the  unsavoury  deluge.     In  the 
mean  time,  a  footman  opening  the  door,  and 
seeing  nobody  in  the  street  but  us,  asked,  with 
a  stem  countenance,  if  it  was  I  who  made 
such  a  damned  noise,  and  what  I  wanted? 
I  told  him  I  had  business  with  his  master, 
whom  I    desired  to   see.     Upon    which   he 
clapped  the  door  in  my  face,  tolling  me,  I 
must  learn  better  manners  before  I  could  have 
access  to  his  master.     Vexed  at  this  disa|)- 
pointment,  I  turned  my  resentment  agajnst 
Strap,  whom  I  sharply  reprimanded  for  his 
Dresumption  ;  but  he,  not  in  the  least  reganl- 
inr'  what  I  said,  wrung  the  urine  out  of  his 
pcnwig,  and  lifting  up  a  large  stone,  flung  it 
with  such  force  against  the  street  door  of 
tlio  house  from  whence  he  had  been  bedew- 
ed, that  the  lock  giving  way,  it  flew  wide 
open,  and  he  took  to  his  heels,  leaving  me  to 
follow  him  as  I  could.     Indeed  there  was  no 
lime   for   dj'.iberation;  I  therefore   pursued 
him  with  all  he  speed  I  could  exert,  until  we 
found  ourselves,  about  the  dawn,  in  a  street 
tve  did  not  know.     Here  as  we  wandered 
along,  gaping  about,  a  very  decent  sort  of  a 


man  passing  by  me,  stopped  of  a  sudden,  and 
look  up  something,  which  having  examined, 
he  turned,  and  presented  it  to  mo,  with  these 
words: — "  Sir,  you  have  drjpt  half-a-crown." 
I  was  not  a  littl'e  surprised  at  this  instance  of 
honesty,  and  told  him  it  did  not  belong  to  mc; 
but  ho  bade  mo  recollect,  and  see  if  all  my 
monoy  was  safe:  upon  which  I  pulled  out 
my  purse  (for  I  had  bought  one  since  I  came 
to  town),  and  reckoning  my  money  in  my 
hand,  which  was  now  reduced  to  five  guineas 
seven  shillings  and  two  pence,  assured  liim  I 
had  lost  nothing.     "  Well,  then."  says  he, 
"  so  much  the  bettor— this  is  a  God-send  ;  and 
as  you  two  were  present  when  1  i)ickcd  it  up, 
you  are  entitled  to  ecpial  shares  with  mc."    1 
was  astonished  at  these  words,  and  looked 
upon  this  person  to  he  a  prodigy  of  integrity, 
but  absolutely  refused  to  take  any  part  of  the 
sum.     "  Come,  gentlemen,"   said  he,   "you 
are  too  modest — I  see  you  are  strangers;  but 
you  shall  give  me  leave  to  treat  yo-i  with  a 
whet  this  ""cold,   raw    morning."     I     would 
have  declined  this  invitation,  but  Strap  whis- 
pered to  me  that  the  gentleman  would  be  of- 
fronted,  and  I  complied.     "  Wiiero  sh'ill  we 
cro!"  said  the    stranger,  "  1  am  quite  igno- 
rant  of  this  part  of  the  town."   I  informed  hu.i 
that  we  were  in  the  same  situation  ;   upon 
which  he  proposed  to  go  into  the  first  public- 
house  we  should  find  open  ;  and,  as  we  walk- 
ed together,  he  began   in  this  manner: — "  T 
find  by  your  tongues  you  are  from  Scotland, 
•i-entlemcn.     My  grandmother  by  the  fathcr'h 
side  was  of  your  country;  and  I  am  so  pre- 
possessed in  its  favour,  that  I  never  meet  ft 
Scotchman  but  my  heart  warms.     The  Scots 
are  a  very  brave  people.     There  is  scarce  a 
great   foinily    in   tlie  kingdom    that  cannot 
boast  of  some  exploits  performed  by  its  an- 
cestors many  hundred  years  ago.     There's 
your  Douglases,  Gordons,  Campbells,  Ilam- 
iltons.     We  have  no  such  ancient  families 
here  in  England.     Then  you  are  all  very  well 
educated.  °I    have  known   a  pedlar  talk   in 
Greek  and  Hebrew  as  well  as  if  tliey    had 
been  his  mother-tongue.     And  for  honesty,  I 
once  had  a  servant,  his  name  was  Gregory 
Maco-regor,  I  would  have  trusted  him  with 
untofd  gold."  This  eulogium  on  my  native 
country  gained  my  affection  so  strongly,  thai 
I  believe  I  could  have  gone  to  death  to  serve 
the  author;  and  Strap's  eyes  swam  in  tears. 
At  length,  as  we  passed  through  a  dark  nar- 
row lane,  we  perceived  a  public-house,  winch 
we  entered,  and  found  a  man  sitting  by  the 
fire  smoking  a  pipe,  with  a  pint  of  purl  before 
him.     Our   new   acquaintance  asked  us   it 
ever  we  had  drunk  egg-flip!  to  which  ques- 
tion we  answered  in  the  negative;  he  assur- 
ed us  of  a  regale,  and  ordered  a  quart   to  be 
prepared,  calling  for   pipes  and   tobacco  at 
the  same  time.     We  found  this  composiUon 


very  palatable,  and  drank  heartilv;  the  con- 
versation  (which  was  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman) turning  upon  the  snares  tl  at  voung 
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inexperienced  people  are  exposed  to  in  this 
metropolis.  lie  described  a  thousand  cheats 
that  arc  daily  practised  upon  the  ignorant  and 
unwary;  and  warned  us  of  them  witii  so  much 
trood  nature  and  concern,  that  we  blessed  the 
opportunity  which  threw  us  in  his  way. 
After  we  had  put  the  can  about  for  some 
lime,  our  new  friend  began  to  yawn,  telling 
us  he  had  been  up  all  night  with  a  sick  per- 
son;  and  proposed  we  should  have  recourse 
to  some  diversion  to  keep  him  awake. 
"Suppose,"  said  he,  "we  should  take  a 
hand  at  whist  for  pastime.  But  let  me  see, 
that  won't  do,  there's  only  three  of  us,  and  I 
cannot  play  at  any  other  game.  The  truth 
is,  1  seldom  or  never  play,  but  out  of  complai- 
sance, or  at  such  a  time  as  this,  when  I  am 
in  danger  of  falling  asleep."  Although  I  was 
not  much  inclined  to  gaming,  I  felt  no  aver- 
sion to  pass  an  hour  or  two  at  cards  with  a 
friend;  and,  knowing  that  Strap  understood  as 
much  of  the  matter  as  I,  made  no  scruple  of 
saying,  "  I  wish  we  could  find  a  fourth  hand." 
While  we  were  in  this  perplexity,  the  person 
p.-hom  we  found  in  the  house  at  our  entrance, 
overhearing  our  discourse,  took  the  pipe  from 
liis  mouth  very  gravely,  and  accosted  us  thus: 
-"(lentlemen,  my  pipe  is  out,  you   see," 


tion  nettled  me  so  much,  that  I  challenged 
him  to  a  game  of  piquet  for  a  crown;  and  he 
was  with  difficulty  persuaded  to  accept  the 
invitation.     This  contest  ended  in  less  than 
an  hour,  to  my  inexpressible  affliction,  who 
lost  every  shilling  of  my  own  money.  Strap 
absolutely  refusing  to  supply  me  with  a  six- 
pence.    The  gentleman,  at  whose   request 
we  had  come    in,    perceiving,    by    my  dis- 
consolate looks,  the  situation  of  my  heart, 
which  well  nigh  bursted  with  grief  and  re- 
sentment when  the    other  stranger  got  up 
and  went  away  with  m.y  money,  began  in 
this  manner: — "lam  truly  afflicted  at  your 
bad  luck,  and  would  willingly  repair  it,  was  it 
in  my  power.     But  what  in  the   name   of 
goodness  could  provoke  you  to  tempt  your 
fate  so  long]     It  is  alwaj's  a  maxim    with 
gamesters,  to  pursue  success  as  far  as  it  will 
go,  and  to  stop  whenever  fortune  shifts  about. 
You  are  a  young  man,  and  your  passions  too 
impetuous;  you  must  learn  to  govern   them 
better:  however,  there  is  no  experience  like 
that  which  is  bought;  you  will  be  the  better 
for  this  the  longest  day  you  have  to  live.     As 
for  the  fellov/  who  has  got  your  money,  I 
don't  half  like  him.     Did  you  not  observe  me 
tip  you  the  wink  to  leave  off  in  time."     I 


Cshaking  the  ashes  into  the  fire),  "and  rather  |  ansv.-ered,  no.  "  No!"  continued  he,  "you 
than  vou  should  be  balked,  I  don't  care  if  I  j  was  too  eager  to  mind  any  thing  but  the 
take  a  hand  with  you  for  a  trifle;  but  remem-  j  garp.e.  But,  harkee,"  said  he,  in  a  whisper, 
ber  I  won't  play  for  any  thing  of  consequence."  "  are  you  satisfied  of  that  young  man's  hon- 
We  accepted  his  proffer  with  pleasure,  esty  ?  his  looks  are  a  little  suspicious;  but  I 
Havin?  cut  for  partners,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  maybe  mistaken;  he  made  a  great  many  gri- 
play  with  him  against  our  friend  and  Strap,    macos  while  he  stood  behind  you;  this  is  a 


very  wicked  town."  I  told  him  I  was  very 
well  convinced  of  my  comrade's  integrity, 
and  that  the  grimaces  he  mentioned  were 
doubtless  owing  to  his  anxiety  at  my  loss. 
"  O  ho !  if  that  be  the  case,  I  ask  his  pardon, 
— landlord,  see  what's  to  pay."  The  reck- 
oning amoimted  to  eighteen  pence,  which 
having  discharged,  the  gentleman  shook  na 
both  by  the  hand,  and  saying  he  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  us  again,  departed. 


for  three  pence  a  game.  We  were  so  suc- 
cessful, that,  in  a  short  time,  I  was  half  a 
crown  gainer;  when  the  gentleman  whom  we 
had  met  in  the  street  obser\-ing  he  had  no 
luck  to-day,  proposed  to  leave  off",  or  change 
partners.  By  this  time  I  was  inflamed  with 
my  good  fortune  and  the  expectp.tion  of  im- 
proving it,  as  I  perceived  the  two  strangers 
played  but  indifferei.^ly  :  therefore  I  voted 
for  giving  him  his  rivenge;  and,  cutting 
again,  Strap  and  I  (to  our  mutual  satisfaction) 
happened  to  be  partners.  My  good  fortune 
attended  me  still :  and  in  less  than  an  hour 
we  had  got  thirty  shillings  of  their  money  ; 
for,  as  they  lost,  they  grew  the  keener,  and 
doubled  stakes  every  time.  At  last  the  in- 
constant goddess  began  to  veer  about;  and 
we  were  very  soon  stripped  of  all  our  gains, 
and  about  forty  shillings  of  our  own  money. 
This  loss  mortified  me  extremely,  and  had  a 
visible  effect  on  the  muscles  of  Strap's  face, 
which  lengthened  apace;  but  our  antagonists 
perceiving  our  condition,  kindly  permitted  us 
o  retrieve  our  loss,  and  console  ourselves 
with  a  new  acquisition.  Then  my  compan- 
ion wisely  suggested  it  was  time  to  be  gone; 
upon  which  the  person  who  had  joined  us  in 
the  house  began  to  curse  the  cards,  and  mut- 
tered that  we  were  indebted  to  fortune  only 
for  what  we  had  got,  no  part  of  our  success 
t)Oirgowmg  to  our  ?ood  plav.     This  insinua-    us  well  out  of  this  place  ;  we  have  not  bei;a 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Strap  moralizes — presents  his  purse  to  me 
— we  inform  our  landlord  of  my  misfor- 
tjine — he  unravels  the  mystery — I  present 
myself  to  Cringer — he  recommends  and 
turns  me  over  to  Mr  Staytape — I  become 
acquainted  with  a  fellow-dependent,  who 
explains  the  characters  of  Cringer  and 
Stay  tape — and  informs  me  of  the  method 
to  he  jmrsued  at  the  navy-office  and  sitr- 
geons'  hall — Strap  is  employed. 

In  our  way  to  our  lodging,  after  a  profoim'.l 
silence  on  both  sides.  Strap,  with  a  hideous 
groan,  observed  that  we  had  brought  our  pigs 
to  a  fine  market.  To  this  observation  I 
made  no  reply,  and  he  went  on;  "God  send 
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in  London  cight-aiid-forty-hoiirs,  anil  I  be- 
lieve we  liave  met  willi  eij^lit-and-forty  thou- 
gand  misfortunes — we  liave  been  jeered,  re- 
proached, biitleted,  jjissed  upon,  and  at  last 
stripped  of  our  money;  ami  I  suppose  by-and- 
by  we  shall  be  stripped  of  our  skins.     Indeed, 
as  to  the  money  part  of  it,  that  was  owinjr  to 
our  own  fully;   Solomon  says,  braij  a  fool  in 
a  mortar,  and  he  will  never  he  wise.     Ah  ! 
God  help  us,  an  ounce  of  prudence  is  worth  a 
pound  of  gold."     This  was  no  time  for  him 
to  tamper  with  my  disposition,  already  mad 
witli  my  loss,  and  intlained  witli  resentment 
ac-ainst  him  for  having  refused   me  a  little 
money  to  attempt  to  retrieve  it.     I  therefore 
turned  towards  him  with  a  stern  countenance, 
and  asked,  "  who  he  called  fool  V     Being  al- 
together unaccustomed  to  such  looks  from 
me,  he  stood  still,  and  stared  in  my  face  for 
Bome  time;  then,  witii  some  confusion,  ut- 
tered, "Fool!  I  called  nobody  fool  but  my- 
Bclf;  I  am  sure  I  am  the  greatest  fool  of  the 
two,  for  being  so  much   concerned  at  other 
people's  misfortunes:  but  ne7no  omnibus  Iwris 
gapit — that's  all — that's  all."     Upon  whicii 
n  silence  ensued,  that  brought  us  to  our'odg- 
irf,  where  I  threw  myself  upon  the  bed  in  an 
tgony  of  despair,  resolved  to   perish  rather 
than  apply  to  my  companion,  or  any  other 
bodv,   for  relief;  but  Strap,  who  knew  my 
temper,  and  whose  heart  bled  within  him  at 
tnv  distress,  after  some  pause,  came  to  the 
bedside,  and,  putting  a  leathern  purse  into  my 
hand,  burst  into  tears,  crying,  "  I  know  what 
von    think!    but    I    scorn    your    thoughts. 
"There's  all  I  have  in  the  world;  take  it,  and 
II!  perhaps  get  more  for  you  before  that  be 
<k)ne.     If  not,  I'll  beg  for  you,  steal  for  you, 
go  through   the  wide  world  with   you,   and 
starve  with  you;  for  though  I  bo  a  poor  cob- 
ler's  son,  I  am  no  scout."     I  was  so  touched 
with  the  generous  passion  of  this  poor  crea- 
ture, that  1  could  not  refrain  from  weeping 
Riso ;  and  we  mingled  our  tears  together  for 
some  time.     Upon  examining  the  purse,  I 
found  in  it  two  half-guineas  and  half  a  crown, 
v.'hich  I  would  have  returned  to  him,  saying, 
he  knew  better  than  I  hew  to  manage  it;  but 
he  absolutely  refused  my  proposal,  and  told 
.T.e  it  was  more  reasonable  and  decent  tliat  he 
sliould  depend  upon  me,  who  was   a  gentlc- 
rnan,  than  that  I  should  be  controlled  by  him. 
After  this  friendly  contest  was  over,  and 
our  minds  more  at  ease,  we  informed  our 
landlord  of  what  had  happened  to  us,  taking 
care  to  conceal  the  extremity  to  which  we 
were  reduced.    He  no  sooner  heard  the  story, 
than  he  assured  us  we  had  been  grievously 
imposed  upon  by  a  couple  of  sharpers,  who 
were  associates;  and  that  this  polite,  honest, 
friendly,  humane  person,  who  had  treated  us 
?o  civilly,  was  no  otlier  than  a  rascally  money- 
dropper,  who  made  it  his  business  to  decoy 
Btrangers  in  that  manner  to  one  of  his  own 
naunts,  where  an  accomplice  or  two  were 
tlwnvs  waiting  to  assist  in  pillaging  the  prey 


lie  iiad  run  down.     Here  tlio  good  man  re- 
counted a  great  many  stories  of  |)eopIc  who 
had  been  seduced,    cheated,  pilfijrcd,  beat, 
nay    even    murdered,    by   such   villains.       I 
was  confounded  at  the  artifice  and  wicked- 
ness of  mankind;  and  Strap,  litling  up  his 
eyes  and  hands  to  Heaven,  prayed  that  God 
would  deliver  him  from  eucli  scenes  of  ini- 
quity :    for  surely  the  devil  had  set  up  hi= 
throne    in    London.      Our    landlord    being 
curious  to  know  what  reception  we  had  met 
with  at   ?.Ir  Cringer's,   we   acquainted  him 
with  the  particulars  ;  at  which  he  shook  his 
head,  and  told  us,  we  l;ad  not  gone  the  right 
way  to  work ;  that  there  was  nothing  to  bo 
done  with  a  m — b — r  of  p — m — t  without  o 
bribe:   tliat  the  servant  was  commonly  in- 
fected with  the  master's  disease,  and  expected 
to  be  paid  for  his  work,  as  well  as  his  betters. 
He,  therefore,  advised  me  to  give  the  foot- 
man a  shilling  the  next  time  I  should  desire 
admittance  to  my  patron,  or  else  I  should 
scarce  find  an  opportunity  to  deliver  my  let- 
ter.    Accordingly,  next  morning,  when  the 
door  was  opened,  I  slipt  a  shilling  into  hi.« 
hand,  and  told  him  I  had  a  letter  lor  his  mas- 
ter.   I  found  tlie  good  effects  of  my  liberality : 
for  the  fellow  let  me  in  immediately,  and 
taking  the  letter  out  of  my  hand,  desired  me 
to  wait  in  a  kind  of  passage  for  an  answer. 
In  this  place  I  continued  standing  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  during  which  time  I  saw 
a  great  many  young  fellows,  whom  I  formerly 
knew  in  Scotland,  pass  and  repass,  with  an 
air  of  familiarity,  in  their  way  to  and  from 
the  audience  chamber;  while  1  wasj  fain  to 
stand   shivering  in  the  cold,   and  turn  my 
back  to  them,  that  they  might  not  perceive 
the  lowness  of  my  condition.     At  length  Mr 
Cringer  came  out  to  see  a  young  gentleman 
to  the  door,  who  was  no  other  than  Squire 
Gawky,  dressed  in  a  very  gay  suit  of  clothes  : 
at  parting,  Mr  Cringer  shook   him   by  the 
hand,  and  told   him  he  hoped  to  have  the 
pleasure    of  his   company   at   dinner;    then 
turnino-  about  towards  me,  asked  what  were 
my  commands  ]     When  he  understood  I  was 
the  person  who  had  brought  the  letter  from 
Mr  Crab,  he  affected  to  recollect  my  name, 
which,  however,  he  pretended  he  could  not 
do,  till  he  had  consulted  the  letter  again  ;  to 
save  him  that  trouble,  I  told  him  my  name 
was   Random.       Upon  which   he  went  on. 
"  Ay,    ay.    Random,    Random,    Random — I 
think  I  remember  the  name  ;"  and  very  well 
he  might,  for  this  very  individual  .Mr  Cringer 
had  many  a  time  rode'beforc  my  grandfather's 
cloak-bag,  in  quality  of  a  footman.    *'  Well," 
says  he,  "you  propose  to  go  on  board  a  man- 
oflwar  as  surgeon's  mate."     I  replied  by  a 
low  bow.     "  I  believe  it  will  be  a  difficult 
matter,"  continued  he,  "to  procure  a  war- 
rant,  there  being  already  such  a  swarm  o» 
Scotch  surgeons  at  tlie  navy  office,  in  e.xpeo 
tation  of  the  next  vacancy,  that  the  commiB^ 
ioners  are  afraid  of  being   torn   to   piecet. 
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and  Iiave  actually  applied  for  a  guard  to  pro- 
tect tliem.  However,  some  siiips  will  soon 
be  put  in  copunission,  and  then  we  shall  sec 
what's  to  be  done."  So  saying,  he  left  me, 
exceeding-ly  mortified  at  the  ditierent  recep- 
tion Mr  Gawky  and  I  had  met  with  from 
this  upstart,  proud,  mean  member,  who,  I 
imagined,  would  have  been  glad  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  grateful  for  the  obligations  he 
owed  to  my  family. 

At  my  return,  I  was  surprised  with  the 
aorreeable  news  of  Strap's  being  employed, 
on  the  recommendation  of  his  x'riend  the 
schoolmaster,  by  a  periwig-maker  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  allowed  him  five  shill- 
ings per  week,  besides  bed  and  board.  I 
continued  to  dance  attendance  every  other 
morning  at  the  levee  of  Mr  Cringer,  during 
a  fortnight,  in  which  time  I  became  acquaint- 
ed with  a  young  fellow  of  my  own  country 
and  profession,  who  also  depended  on  the 
member's  interest,  but  was  treated  with 
much  more  respect  than  I,  both  by  the  ser- 
vants and  master,  and  often  admitted  into  a 
parlour  where  there  was  a  fire,  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  better  sort  of  those  who 
waited  for  him.  Thither  I  was  never  per- 
mitted to  penetrate,  on  account  of  my  appear- 
ance, which  was  not  at  all  fashionable;  but 
was  obliged  to  stand  blowing  my  fingers  in 
a  cold  lobby,  and  take  the  first  opportunity 
of  Mr  Cringer's  going  to  the  door  to  speak 
with  him.  One  day,  while  I  enjoyed  this 
occasion,  a  person  was  introduced,  whom 
Mr  Cringer  no  sooner  saw,  than,  running 
towards  him,  he  saluted  him  with  a  bow  to 
the  very  ground,  and  afterwards  shaking  him 
by  the  hand  with  great  heartiness  and  fa- 
miliarity, called  him  his  good  friend,  and 
asked  very  kindly  after  Mrs  Staytape,  and 
the  young  ladies ;  then,  after  a  whisper 
which  continued  some  minutes,  wherein  I 
overheard  the  word  honour  repeated  several 
times  with  great  emphasis,  Mr  Cringer  in- 
troduced me  to  this  gentleman,  as  to  a  person 
vrhose  advice  and  assistance  I  might  depend 
upon,  and  having  given  me  his  direction, 
followed  me  to  the  door,  where  he  told  me 
i  need  not  give  myself  the  trouble  to  call  at 
his  house  any  more,  for  Mr  Staytape  would 
do  my  business.  At  that  instant  my  fellow 
dependant  coming  out  after  me,  overheard 
the  discourse  of  Mr  Cringer,  and  making  up 
to  me  on  the  street,  accosted  me  very  civilly. 
This  address  I  looked  upon  as  no  small 
honour,  considering  the  figure  he  made ;  fur 
he  was  dressed  in  a  blue  frock  with  a  gold 
button,  a  green  silk  waistcoat  trimmed  with 
gold,  black  velvet  breeches,  white  silk  stock- 
ings, silver  buckles,  a  gold-laced  hat,  a  spen- 
cer wig,  and  a  silver-hilted  hanger,  with  a 
fine  clouded  cane  in  his  hand.  "  I  perceive," 
says  he,  "  you  are  bat  lately  come  from 
Scotland ;  pray  w  fiat  may  your  business 
with  Mr  Cringer  be?  I  suppose  it  ia  no 
secret — and  I  may  possibly  give  you  some 


advice  that  may  be  serviceab/C ;  for  I  have 
been  surgeon's  second  mate  on  board  of  a 
seventy-gun  ship,  and  consequently  know  a 
good  deal  of  the  world."  1  made  no  scruple 
to  disclose  my  situation ;  which  when  he 
had  learned,  he  shook  his  head,  and  told  me 
he  had  been  pretty  much  in  tne  same  cir- 
cumstances about  a  year  ago;  that  he  had 
relied  on  Cringer's  promises,  until  his  money 
(which  was  considerable),  as  well  as  Ins 
credit,  was  quite  exhausted  ;  and  when  he 
wrote  to  his  relations  for  a  fresh  supply,  in- 
stead of  money  he  received  nothing  bot  re- 
proaches,  and  the  epithets  of  idle  debauchee 
fellow :  that,  after  he  had  waited  at  the 
navy-office  many  months  for  a  warrant,  to  no 
purpose,  he  v/as  fuin  to  pawn  some  of  his 
clothes,  which  raised  a  small  sum,  wherewith 
he  bribed  the  secretary,  v/ho  soon  procured 
a  warrant  for  him,  notwithstanding  he  ha,i 
affirmed,  the  same  day,  that  there  was  not 
one  vacancy :  that  he  had  gone  on  board, 
where  he  remained  nine  months  ;  at  the  end 
of  which  the  ship  was  put  out  of  commission, 
and  he  said  the  company  were  to  be  paid 
off  in  Broad-street  the  very  next  day  :  that 
his  relations  being  reconciled  to  him,  had 
charged  him  to  pay  his  devoirs  i-egularly  to 
Mr  Cringer,  who  had  informed  them,  by 
letter,  that  his  interest  alone  had  procured 
the  warrant ;  in  obedience  to  which  command, 
he  came  to  his  levee  every  morning  as  I  saw, 
though  he  looked  upon  him  to  be  a  very 
pitiful  scoundrel.  In  conclusion,  he  asked 
rne  if  I  had  yet  passed  at  surgeons'  hall  ^ 
To  which  question  I  answered  I  did  not  so 
much  as  know  it  w^as  necessary.  "  Neces- 
sary!" cried  he,  "O  Lcrd,  O  Lord!  I  fiijjl 
I  must  instruct  you — come  along  with  me, 
and  I'll  give  you  some  information  about 
that  matter."  So  saying,  he  carried  me  into 
an  ale-house,  where  he  called  for  some  beer 
and  bread  and  cheese,  on  which  we  break- 
fasted. While  we  sat  in  this  place,  he  told 
me  I  must  first  go  to  the  navy-office,  and 
write  to  the  board,  desiring  them  to  order  a 
letter  for  me  to  the  surgeons'  hall,  that  i 
may  be  examined  touching  my  skill  in  sur- 
gery :  that  the  surgeons,  after  having  exam- 
ined me,  would  give  me  my  qualification 
sealed  up  in  form  of  a  letter,  directed  to  the 
commissioners,  which  qualification  I  must 
deliver  to  the  secretary  of  the  board,  who 
would  open  it  in  my  presence,  and  read  the 
contents ;  after  which,  I  must  employ  my 
interest  to  be  provided  for  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble :  that  the  expense  of  this  qualification, 
for  second  mate  of  a  third  rate,  amounted  to 
thirteen  shillings,  exclusive  of  the  warrant, 
which  cost  him  half-a-guinea  and  half-u. 
crown,  besides  the  present  to  the  secretary, 
which  consisted  of  a  three-pound-twelvo 
piece.  This  calculation  was  like  a  thunder- 
bolt  to  me,  whose  whole  fortune  did  not 
amount  to  twelve  shillings.  I  accoidingly 
made  him  acquainted  with  this  part  of  my 
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iistrefcs,  after  liaving  thanked  liiiii  lor  liis 
(Jiformalion  and  advice.  lie  condoled  nic 
on  this  occasion,  but  bade  nic  be  of  good 
cheer,  for  he  liad  conceived  a  friendship  for 
nie,  and  would  make  all  things  easy.  He 
was  run  out  at  present,  but  to-morrow  or 
next  day  lie  was  certain  of  receiving  a  con- 
siderable sum,  of  which  he  would  lend  me 
A'hat  would  bo  suflicient  to  answer  my  exi- 
gencies. Tiiis  frank  declaration  pleased  mc 
60  nuich,  that  I  pulled  out  my  purse,  and 
emptied  it  before  him,  begging  him  to  take 
what  he  pleased  for  pocket  expense,  until 
he  should  receive  his  own  money.  With  a 
good  deal  of  pressing  he  was  prevailed  upon 
JO  take  five  shillings,  telling  me  that  ho 
might  have  what  money  he  wanted  at  any 
lime  for  the  trouble  of  going  into  the  city  ; 
out  as  he  had  met  with  mc,  he  would  defer 
his  going  thither  till  to-morrow,  when  I 
should  go  along  with  him,  and  he  would  put 
me  in  a  way  of  acting  for  myself,  without 
any  servile  dependence  on  that  rascal  Crin- 
ger,  nnich  less  on  the  lousy  tailor  to  whom  he 
heard  him  turn  me  over.  '•  How,"  cried  I, 
"is  Jlr  Staytape  a  tailor?"  "No  less,  I'll 
assure  you,"  answered  ho,  "  and,  I  confess, 
more  likely  to  serve  you  than  the  member; 
for,  provided  you  can  entertain  him  with 
politics  and  conundrums,  you  may  have 
credit  with  him  for  as  many  and  as  rich  clothes 
as  you  please."  I  told  him  I  was  utterly  igno- 
rant of  both,  and  so  incensed  at  Cringer's 
usage,  that  I  would  never  set  foot  within  his 
door  again.  After  a  good  deal  more  conver- 
sation, my  new  acquaintance  and  I  parted, 
having  made  an  appointment  to  meet  the 
ne.xt  day  at  the  same  place,  in  order  to  set 
out  for  the  city.  I  went  immediately  to 
Strap,  and  related  every  thing  v.-hich  had 
happened :  but  he  did  not  at  all  approve  of 
my  being  so  forv/ard  to  lend  money  to  a 
stranger,  especially  as  we  had  already  been 
60  much  imposed  upon  by  appearances. 
"  However,"  said  he,  "  if  you  are  sure  he  is 
a  Scotchman,  I  believe  you  are  safe." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

3/y  new  acquaintance  breaks  an  appoint- 
rnnit — /  proceed  by  myself  to  the  navy, 
office — address  myself  to  a  person  there 
— who  assists  me  with  his  advice — tcritc 
to  the  board — they  grant  me  a  letter  to 
the  surgeons  at  the  hall — am  informed 
of  the  beau's  name  and  character— find 
him — he  makes  me  his  confidant  in  an 
amour — desires  me  to  pawn  my  linen  for 
his  occasions — /  recover  what  I  lent  him 
— some  curious  observations  of  Strap  on 
that  occasion — his  vanity. 

In  the  morning  I  rose  and  went  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  where  I  waited  two  hours  in 
rain;  and  was  so  e.\asperated  against  him 
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for  breaking  his  a})pointment,  that  1  set  out 
foi  the  city  by  myself,  in  hopes  of  finding 
the  villain,  and  being  revenged  on  him  for 
his  breach  of  promise.     At  length  I  found 
myself  at  the  navy  oflice,  which  I  entered, 
and  saw  crowds  of  young  fellows  walking 
below,  many  of  whom  made  no  better  appctr- 
ancc  than  myself.     1  consulted  the  physicg- 
nomy  of  each,  and  at  last  made  up  to  one 
whose  countenance  I  liked,  and  asked  if  he 
could  instruct  me  in  the  form  of  the  letter 
which  was  to  be  sent  to  the  board,  to  obtain 
an  order  for  examination?     He  answered  me 
in  broad  Scotch,  that  he  would  show  i;ie  the 
copy  of  what  he  had  writ  for  himself,  by  the 
direction   of  anoliier  who  knew  the  form ; 
and  accordingly  pulled  it  out  of  his  pocket 
for  my  perusal ;  and  told  mc,  that,  if  I  was 
expeditious,  I  might  send  it  in  to  the  board 
before  dinner,   for  they  did  no  business  in 
the  afternoon.     He  then  went  with  mc  to  a 
coftee-house  hard  by,  where  I  wrote  the  let- 
ter, which  was  immediately  delivered  to  the 
messenger,  who  told  mc  1  might  expect  ati 
order  to-morrow  about  the  same  time.    Hav- 
ing transacted  this  piece    of  business,  mv 
mind  was  a  good  deal  composed  ,  and  as  I 
met  with  so  much  civility  from  this  stranger, 
I  desired  further  acquaintance  with  him,  fully 
resolved,  however,  not  to  be  deceived  by 
him  so  much  to  my  prejudice,  as  I  had  been 
by  the  beau.     He  agreed  to  dine  with  me 
at  the  cook's  shop  which  I  had  frequented  ; 
and  on  our  way  thither,  carried  me  to  'Change, 
where  I  was  in  some  hopes  of  finding  Mr  Jack- 
son  (for  that  was  the  name  of  the  person  who 
had  broke  his  appointment).     I  sought  him 
tlicre  to  no  purpose,  and  on  our  way  towards 
the  other  end  of  the  town,  imparted  to  my 
companion  his  behaviour  towards  me  :  upon 
which  he   gave  me  to  understand,  that  he 
was  no  stranger  to  the  name  of  Beau  Jackson 
(so  he  was  called  at  the  navy-office),  although 
he  did  not  know  him  personally  ;  that  he  had 
tiic  character  of  a  good-natured,  careless  fel- 
low,  who  made  no  scruple  of  borrowing  from 
any  body  that  woidd  lend  ;  that  most  people 
who  knew  him  believed  he  had  a  good  prin- 
ciple at  bottom  ;  but  his  extravagance  was 
such,  he  would  probably  never  have  it  in  his 
power  to  manifest  the  honesty  of  his  inten- 
tion.    This  account  made  me  sweat  for  my 
five  shillings,  which  I  nevertheless  did  not 
altogether  despair  of  recovering,  provided  I 
could  find  out  the  debtor.     Tliis  young  man 
likewise    added    another    circumstance   of 
Squire  Jackson's  history,   which   was,   that 
being  destitute  of  all  means  to  equip  himself 
for  sea,  when  he  received  his  last  warrant, 
he  had  been  recommended  to  a  person  who 
lent  him  a  little  money,  after  he  had  signec 
a  will  and  power,  entitling  that  person  f: 
lift  liis  wages  when  they  should  become  due, 
as  also  to  inherit  his  cfiects  in  case  of  hih 
death  :  that  he  was  still  under  the  tutorage 
and  direction  of  that  gentleman,  who  adv&n- 
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ced  him  .small  sums  from  time  to  time  upon 
his  security,  at  the  rale  of  50  per  cent.    But 
at  present  his  credit  was  very  low,  because 
his   funds    would   do    little  more  thau   pay 
what  he  had  already  received,  this  moderate 
interest  included.    After  the  stranger  (whose 
name   was    Tliomson)   had  entertained  me 
with  this  account  of  Jackson,  he  informed 
mo  that  he  himself  had  passed  for  third  mate 
of  a  third  rate,  about  four  months  ago  ;  since 
wliich  time    he  had  constantly  attended  at 
the  navy-office  in  hope  of  a  warrant,  having 
been  assured  from  the  beginning,  both  by  a 
Scotch  member,  and  one  of  the  commission- 
ers to  whom  the  member  recommended  him, 
that  he  should  be  put  into  the  first  vacancy  ; 
notwithstanding  which  promise,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  see  six  or  seven  appointed 
to  the  same  station  almost  every  week;  that 
now   being   utterly   impoverished,   his    sole 
hope  consisted  in  the   promise  of  a  friend 
latoiy  come  to  town,  to  lend  him  a  small 
matter,  for  a  present  to  the  secretary,  with- 
out which  he  was  persuaded  he  might  wait  a 
thousand  years  to  no  purpose.     I  conceived 
a  mighty  liking  for  this  yo'.r^g  fellow,  which 
([  believe)  proceeded  from  the  similitude  of 
our  fortunes :   we  spent  tlie  whole  day  to- 
gether;  and,  as  he  lived  at  Wapping,  I  do- 
sired  him  to  take  a  share  of  my  bed.     Next 
day  we  returned  to  the  navy-office,  where, 
nfier  being  called  before  the  board,  and  ques- 
tioned  about  tlie  place  of  my  nativity  and 
education,  they  ordered  a  letter  to  be  made 
out  for  me,  wliich,  upon  paying  half-a-crown 
to  the  clerk.  I  received,  and  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  clerk  at  surgeons'  hall,  to- 
gether  witli   a   shilling   for   his   trouble  in 
registering   my   name.      By   this   time   my 
whole  stock  was  diminished  to  two  shillings, 
and  I  saw  not  the  least  prospect  of  relief, 
even  for  present  subsistence,  much  less  to 
enable  me  to  pay  the  fees  at  surgeons'  hall 
for  my  examination,  v/hich  would  come  on 
in  a  fortnight.     In  this  state  of  perplexity,  I 
consulted  Strap,  who  assured  me  he  would 
pawn  ever}'  thing  he  had  in  the  world,  even 
to  his  razors,  before  I  should  w^ant ;  but  this 
expedient  I  absolutely  rejected,  telling  him, 
I  would  a  thousand  times  rather  list  for  a 
soldier,  of  which  I  had  some  thoughts,  than 
be  any  longer  a  burden  to  him.     At  the  word 
soldier,  he  grew  pale  as  death,  and  begged, 
DH  his  knees,  I  would  think  no  more  of  that 
scheme.     "  God  preserve  us  all  in  our  right 
wits  !"  cried  he,  "  would  you  turn  soldier, 
and    perhaps   be    sent   abroad    against   the 
Spaniards,   where  you  must  stand  and  be 
shot  at   like    a   woodcock  ? — Heaven   keep 
cold  lead  out  of  my  carcase !  and  let  me  die 
jn  a  bed  like  a  christian,  as  all  my  forefathers 
have  done.     What  signifies   all  the   riches 
and  honours  of  this  life,  if  one  enjoys  not 
nontentl  and  in  the  next  there  is  no  respect 
;»f  persons.     Better  be  a  poor  honest  barber, 
•'ith  a  good  conscience,  and  time  to  repent 


of  my  sins  upon  my  death-bed,  than  be  cid 
off  (God  bless  us)  by  a  musket-shot,  as  it 
were  in  the  very  llon-er  of  one's  age,  in  the 
pursuit  of  riches  and  fame.     What  signify 
riclies]  my  dear  friend  !  do  not  they  make 
unto  themselves  wings  1   as  the   wise  mau 
saith  ;  and  does  not  Horace  observe, — "rroii 
domus  aul  fu'/idus,  non  ccris  accrvus  aut 
auri,  cgroto  domino  dedux  it  corporefebrcm, 
non  animo  curas.     I  could,  moreover,  men- 
tion many   otiier  sayings   in   contempt   of 
riclies,  botli  from  tiie  Bible  and  other  good 
books  ;  but,  as  I  know  you  are  not  very  fond 
of  those  things,  I  shall  only  assure  you,  that, 
if  you  take  on  to  be  a  soldier,  I  will  do  the 
same;  and  then  if  we  should  both  be  slain, 
you  will  not  only  have  your  own  blood  to 
answer  for,  but  mine  also ;  and,  peradventure, 
the  lives  of  all  those  v/hom  we  shall  kill  in 
battle.      Therefore,    I   pray   you,    consider, 
whether  you  v.'ill  sit  down  contented  with 
small  things,  and  share  the  fruits  of  my  in- 
dustry in  peace,  till  Providence  shall  send 
better  tidings  ;  or,  by  your  despair,  plunge 
both  cur  souls  and   bodies  into  everlasting 
perdition,  v.'hich  God  of  his  infinite  mercy 
forbid."     I  could   not  help  smiling  at  this 
harangue,  which  was  delivered  with  great 
earnestness,  the  tears  standing  in  his  eyes  all 
the  time ;  and   promised  to  do  nothing  of 
that  sort  without  his  consent  and  concur- 
rence.    He  was  much  comforted  with  this 
declaration,  and  told  me  in  a  few  days  ho 
should  receive  a  week's  wages,  which  should 
be  at  my  service ;  but  advised  me,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  go  in  quest  of  Jackson,  and 
recover,  if  possible,  what  he  had  borrowed 
of  me.     I   accordingly  trudged   about  from 
one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other  for  several 
days,  without  being  able  to  learn  any  thing 
certain  concerning  him ;  and  one  day,  being 
extremely  hungry,  and  allured  by  the  steams 
that  regaled  my  nostrils  from  a  boiling  cel- 
lar, I  went  down  with  an  intention  to  gratify 
my  appetite  with  two-pennyworth  of  beef; 
when,  to  my  no  small  surprise,  I  found  M~ 
Jackson  sitting  at  dinner  with  a  footman. 
He  no  sooner  perceived  me  than  he  got  up, 
and  shook  me  by  the  hand,  saying, — "  he 
was  glad  to  see  me,  for  he  intended  to  have 
called  at  my  lodgings  in  the  afternoon."     1 
was  so  well   pleased  with  this  rencounter, 
and  the  apologies  he  made  for  not  keeping 
liis  appointment,  that  I  forgot  my  resentment, 
and  sat  down  to  dinner,  with  the  happy  ex- 
pectation  of  not  only   recovering  my  own 
money  before  we  should  part,  but  also  of 
reaping  the  benefit  of  his  promise  to  lend  me 
wiicrevvithal  to  pass  examination  ;  and  this 
hope   my  sanguine    complexion  suggested, 
though  the  account  Thomson  gave   me  of 
him  ought  to  have  moderated  my  expectation 
When  we  had  feasted  sumptuously,  he  took 
his  leave  of  the  footman,  and  adjourned  with 
me  to   an  ale-house   hard  by,  wiicrc,  aftei 
shaking  me   by   the   hand   again,  lie  begat 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


51 


tiius, — "  I  suppose  you  think  me  a  sad  dog, 
Mr  Random,  and  1  do  confoss  that,  appear- 
ances are  against  me.  l?ut  I  dare  say  you 
will  forgive  me,  when  1  tell  you,  my  not 
coming  at  the  time  appointed  was  owing  to 
a  peremptory  message  I  received  from  a 
certain  lady,  wiio;n,  hark'ee  (but  lliis  is  a 
(Treat  secret),  I  am  to  marry  very  soon.  V'ou 
think  this  strange,  perhaps,  but  it  i.-?  not  less 
true  I'or  all  that — a  live  tiiousand  pounder, 
I'll  assure  you,  hrsidcs  expectations.  For 
my  own  part,  devil  take  mo  if  I  know  what 
any  woman  can  see  engaging  about  me — but 
a  wliini  you  know  ;  and  then  one  would  not 
baulk  one's  good  fortune.  You  saw  that 
footman  who  dined  with  us — he's  one  of  the 
honestcst  fellows  that  ever  wore  a  livery. 
You  must  know  it  was  by  his  means  I  was 
introduced  to  her;  for  he  made  mo  lirst 
acquainted  witli  her  woman,  who  is  his  mis- 
tress: ay,  many  a  crown  has  he  and  his 
sweetheart  had  of  my  money  ;  but  what  of 
that?  things  are  now  brought  to  a  bearing. 
I  have — (come  a  little  this  way) — I  have 
proposed  marriage,  and  the  day  is  fi.xcd ; 
she's  a  charming  creature ;  writes  like  an 
angel.  O  Lord  I  she  can  repeat  all  the 
English  tragedies  as  well  as  e'er  a  player  in 
Drury-Iane  !  and  indeed  is  so  fond  of  plays, 
that,  to  be  near  the  stage,  she  has  taken 
lodgings  in  a  court  hard  by  the  theatre.  But 
you  shall  see — you  shall  see — here's  the  last 
letter  she  sent  me."  With  tiiese  words  he 
put  it  into  my  hand,  and  I  read  (to  the  best 
of  my  remembrance)  as  follows, 

'*  Deer  Kreeteu, — As  you  are  the  anima- 
ble  hopjack  of  my  contemplayshins,  your  ay- 
dcar  is  infernally  skimming  before  my  kcy- 
merycal  fansee,  when  Murfy  sends  liis  puppies 
to  the  lieys  of  slipping  mortals,  and  wlien 
Febus  shines  from  his  merrydying  throne: 
whereupon,  I  shall  cansee  if  old  whorie  T\v.q 
has  lost  his  pinners,  as  also  Cupid  his  har- 
rows, until  thou  enjoy  sweet  propose  in  the 
loafseek  harms  of  thy  iaithfool  to  commend, 
"Clayrendeu." 
"  Wingar  yeard,  Droory-lane, 
"January  r2th." 

While  I  was  reading,  he  seemed  to  be  in 
ccstacy,  rubbing  his  hands,  and  bursting  out 
into  fits  of  laughter;  at  last  he  caught  hold 
cf  my  hand,  and,  squeezing  it,  cried, — "  There 
ie  style  for  you  I  what  do  you  think  of  this 
killet  doux!"  I  answered,  "h  miglit  be  sub- 
me  for  aught  I  knew,  for  it  was  altogether 
aoove  my  comprehension."  "O  ho!"  said 
ne,  "  I  believe  it  is — both  tender  and  sublime 
— she's  a  divine  creature! — and  so  doats 
apon  me!  Let  me  see,  what  shall  I  do  with 
.his  money,  when  I  have  once  got  it  into  my 
lands'?  In  the  first  place  I  shall  do  for  you 
— I'm  a  man  of  few  words ;  but,  say  no  more, 
that's  determined.  Whether  would  you  ad- 
vise me  to  purchase  some  post,  by  which  I 
may  rise  in  the  state;  or  lay  out  my  wife's 
fortune  m  land,  and  retire  to  the  country  at 


once?" — 1  gave  my  opinion  without  hesita- 
tion, that  he  could  not  do  better  than  buy  an 
estate  and  improve ;  especially  since  he  had 
already  seen  so  nmch  of  the  world.  Then  1 
launched  out  into  the  praises  of  a  country  life, 
as  described  by  the  poets  whose  works  I  had 
read.  He  seemed  to  relish  my  advii.c,  b'..t 
withal  told  me,  that,  although  lie  had  seen  u 
great  deal  of  the  world,  both  by  land  and  sea, 
having  cruised  three  whole  months  in  the 
channel  yet  he  should  not  be  satisfied  until 
he  had  visitcdFrance,  which  heprojiosedtodo 
before  he  should  settle,  and  to  carry  his  wife 
along  with  him.  I  had  nothing  to  object  to 
his  proposal,  and  asked  how  soon  he  hoped  to 
be  happy?  "As  to  that,"  he  replied,  "  no- 
thing obstructs  my  hapi)inessbut  the  v/ant  of 
a  little  ready  cash ;  for  you  must  know,  my 
friend  in  the  city  has  gone  out  of  town  for  a 
week  or  two ;  and  I  unfortunately  missed  my 
pay  at  Broad-street,  by  being  detained  too 
long  by  the  dear  charmer:  but  mere  will  be 
a  recall  at  Chatham  next  week,  whither  the 
ship's  books  are  sent,  and  I  have  commiss- 
ioned a  friend  in  that  p.acrt  to  receive  the 
money."  "If  that  be  all,"  said  I,  "there's 
no  great  harm  in  deferring  your  marriage  a 
few  days."  "  Yes,  faith  !  but  there  is,"  said 
lie,  "you  don't  know  how  many  rivals  I  liave, 
who  would  take  all  advantages  against  me.  1 
would  not  baulk  the  impatience  of  her  passion 
for  the  world;  the  least  appearance  of  cold- 
ness and  indifterence  would  ruin  all ;  and 
such  ofi'ers  don't  occur  every  day."  I  acqui- 
esced in  this  observation,  and  inquired  how 
he  intended  to  proceed:  at  this  question  he 
rubbed  his  chin,  and  said, — "  Wiiy,  truly,  I 
must  be  obliged  to  some  friend  or  other — do 
you  know  nobody  that  would  lend  me  a  small 
sum  for  a  day  or  two?"  I  assured  him  I  was 
such  an  utter  stranger  in  London,  that  I  did 
not  believe  that  I  could  borrow  a  guinea  if 
my  life  depended  upon  it.  "No!"  said  he, 
"that's  hard — that's  hard.  I  wish  1  had  any 
thing  to  pawn;  upon  my  ooul  you  have  got 
excellent  linen  (feeling  the  sleeve  of  my 
shirt)  :  how  many  shirts  of  that  kind  have 
you  got?"  I  answered,  "six  milled  and  six 
plain;"  at  wliich  he  testified  great  surprise, 
and  swore  that  no  gentleman  ought  to  have 
more  than  four.  "How  many  d'ye  think  I 
have  got?"  continued  he;  "  but  this  and 
another,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved!  I  daic  say 
we  shall  be  able  to  raise  a  good  sum  out  ol" 
your  superriuity — let  me  see — let  me  see — 
each  of  these  shirts  are  worth  sixteen  shill- 
ings at  a  moderate  computation  ;  now,  su^> 
pose  we  pawn  them  for  half  price,  eigh* 
lime  eight  is  sixty-four,  that's  three  poiinda 
four.  Zounds!  that  will  do;  give  nie  yoiii 
hand."  "  Softly,  sofdy,  Mr  Jackson,  said 
I,  "don't  dispose  of  my  linen  without  my 
consent:  first  pay  me  the  crown  you  owe  mo, 
and  then  we  shall  talk  of  other  matters." 
He  protested  he  had  not  above  one  shillmji 
in  his  pocket,  but  that  he  would  pay  me  ot>, 
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of  the  first  of  the  money  raised  fro  ti  the  shirts. 
This  piece  of  assurance  incensed  me  so  mucli, 
that  1  swore  1  would  not  part  with  him  until 
I  had  received  satisfaction  for  what  I  liad 
ont  him;  and  as  for  the  shirts,  I  would  not 
?avvn  one  of  them  to  save  liim  from  tiie  gal- 
.'ows.  At  this  expression  he  laug-hed  aloud, 
ind  then  complained  it  was  damn'd  hard  that 
I  should  refuse  him  a  trifle  that  would  infal- 
li.tly  enable  him  not  only  to  make  his  own 
fortune,  but  mine  also.  "  You  talk  of  pcwn- 
mg  my  shirts,"  said  I,  "suppose  you  sliould 
sell  this  hanger,  Mr.  Jackson!  I  believe 
It  would  fetch  a  good  round  sum."  "  No, 
hang  it,"  said  he,  "  I  can't  appear  decently 
without  my  hanger,  or  egad  it  should  go." 
However,  seeing  me  inflexible  with  regard  to 
my  linen,  he  at  length  unbuckled  his  hanger, 
and,  showing  me  the  sign  of  the  three  blue 
balls,  desired  me  to  carrj'  it  thither  and  pawn  it 
for  two  guineas.  Tliis  office  I  would  by  no 
'  means  have  performed,  had  I  seen  any  like- 
lihood of  having  my  money  otherwise;  but 
not  willing,  out  of  a  piece  of  false  delicacy, 
to  neglect  the  only  opportunity  I  should 
perhaps  ever  Jiave,  I  ventured  into  a  pawn- 
broker's shop,  where  I  demanded  two  gui- 
neas on  the  pledge,  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Williams:  "Two  guineas!  (said  the  pawn- 
broker, looking  at  the  hanger),  "  this  piece 
of  goods  has  been  here  several  times  before 
for  thirty  shillings;  however,  since  I  believe 
the  gentleman  to  whom  it  belongs  will 
redeem  it,  he  shall  have  what  he  wants  ;"  and 
accordingly  he  paid  me  the  money,  which  I 
carried  to  the  house  where  I  had  left  Jackson, 
and  calling  for  change,  counted  out  to  him 
sovcn-and-thirtyshilhngs,  reserving  the  other 
five  for  myself  After  looking  at  the  money 
some  time,  he  said,  "  D — n  it!  it  don't  signi- 
fy— this  won't  do  my  business;  so  you  may 
as  well  take  half  a  guinea,  or  a  whole  one,  as 
the  five  shillings  you  liave  kept.  I  thanked 
liim  kindly,  but  refused  to  accept  of  any 
more  than  was  my  due,  because  I  had  no 
prospect  of  repaying  it.  Upon  which  de- 
claration he  stared  in  my  face,  and  told  me,  I 
was  excessively  raw,  or  I  would  not  talk  in 
that  manner.  "  Blood!"  cried  ho,  "  I  have 
a  very  bad  opinion  of  a  young  fellow  who 
won't  borrow  of  his  friend  when  he  is  in  want; 
'tis  the  sign  of  a  sneaking  spirit.  Come, 
come,  Random,  give  me  back  tiie  five  shil- 
lings, and  take  this  half  guinea,  and  if  ever 
you  are  able  to  pay  me,  I  believe  you  will; 
if  not,  d — n  me  if  ever  I  ask  it."  When  I 
reflected  on  my  present  necessity,  I  suffered 
myself  to  be  persuaded;  and,  riftcr  making 
my  acknov/ledgements  to  Mr  Jackson,  who 
offered  to  treat  me  with  a  play,  I  returned  to 
my  lodgirgs  with  a  much  better  opinion  of 
this  gent/eman  than  I  had  in  the  morning; 
!i.n',l  at  night  imoarted  my  day's  adventures  to 
Strap,  who  rejoiced  at  tlio  good  luck,  saying, 
•  -"I  told  you,  if  he  was  a  Scotchman  you  was 
Fife  enough;  and  who  knows  but  this  mar- 


riage may  make  us  all!  You  have  heard,  I 
suppose,  as  how  a  countryman  of  our's,  a 
journeyman  baker,  ran  away  with  a  great  lady 
of  this  town,  and  now  keeps  his  coach. 
Ecod!  I  say  nothing;  but  yesterday  mornmg, 
as  I  was  shaving  a  gentleman  at  his  own 
house,  there  was  a  young  lady  in  the  room — 
a  fine  buxom  wench,  i'faith!  and  she  threw 
so  many  sheep's  eyes  at  a  certain  person 
whom  I  shall  not  name,  that  my  heart  wen 
knock,  knock,  knock,  like  a  fulling-mill,  ana 

my  hand  sh sh shook  so  much  that 

I  sliced  a  piece  of  skin  off  the  gentleman'o 
nose;  whereby  he  swore  a  deadly  oath,  and 
was  going  to  horsewhip  me,  when  she  pro 
vented  him,  and  made  my  peace.  Ome;i 
hand  malum'.  Is  not  a  journeyman  barber  as 
good  as  a  journeyman  baker?  The  only  dif- 
ference is,  the  baker  uses  flour  for  the  belly, 
and  the  barber  uses  it  for  the  head:  and  as 
the  head  is  a  more  noble  member  than  the 
belly,  so  is  a  barber  more  noble  than  a  baker: 
for  what's  the  belly  without  the  head?  Be- 
sides, I  am  told  he  could  neither  read  nor 
write;  now  you  know  I  can  do  both,  and, 
moreover,  speak  Latin:  but  I  will  say  no 
more,  for  I  despise  vanity;  nothing  is  more 
vain  than  vanity."  With  these  words  he 
pulled  out  of  his  pocket  a  wax  candle's  end, 
which  he  applied  to  his  forehead;  and,  upon 
examination,  I  found  he  had  combed  his  own 
hair  over  the  toupee  of  his  wig,  and  svas  in- 
deed in  his  whole  dross  become  a  very  smart 
shaver.  I  congratulated  him  on  his  prospect 
with  a  satirical  smile,  which  he  understood 
very  well;  and,  ."liaking  his  head,  observed  1 
had  very  little  faith,  but  the  truth  would  come 
to  light  in  spite  of  my  incredulity. 


CHAPTER  XVIL 

/  go  to  surgeons^  hall,  where  I  meet  xuich 
Mr  Jackson — am  examined — a  fierce  dis- 
pute arises  betioer.n  ttvoof  the  examiners 
— Jackson  disguises  himself  to  attract 
respect — is  detected — in  hazard  of  being 
sent  to  Bridewell — he  treats  us  at  a  tavern 
— carries  us  to  a  night-house — a  trouble- 
some adventure  there — we  are  committed 
to  the  round-house — carried  before  a  jus- 
tice— his  behaviour. 

With  the  assistance  of  this  faithful  adherent, 
who  gave  me  almost  all  the  money  he  earned, 
I  preserved  my  halfguinea  entire  till  the 
day  of  examination,  when  I  went,  with  a 
quaking  heart,  to  surgeons'  hall,  in  order 
to  undergo  that  ceremony.  Among  a  crowd 
of  young  tcUows  who  walked  in  the  outward 
hall,  I  perceived  Mr  Jackson,  to  whom  I  im- 
mediately went  up,  and,  inquiring  into  the 
state  of  ills  amour,  understood  it  was  stili 
undetermined,  by  reason  of  his  friend's  ab 
sence,  and  the  delay  of  the  rccaii  at  Chatham 
which  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  bring  it  to  t 
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ronclusion.  I  then  asked  what  his  busiiies-s 
was  in  this  pln':e1  He  replied,  ho  was  re- 
Folvcd  to  have  two  strinjrs  to  his  bow,  that 
in  case  tlie  one  failod,  he  niiirht  use  the 
other;  and  with  tliis  view,  lie  was  to  pass 
ihat  ni>;fht  for  a  iiijilierqualilication.  At  lliat 
instant,  a  younjj  follow  came  out  from  tiie 
|)lace  of  examination,  with  a  pale  counte- 
nance, his  lip  quivering,  and  his  looks  as 
wild  £13  if  he  had  seen  a  (rhost.  He  no 
eooner  appeared,  than  we  all  flocked  about 
him  with  the  utmost  eagerness,  to  know 
what  reception  he  had  met  with ;  which 
(after  some  pause)  he  described,  recountinor 
all  the  questions  they  had  asked,  with  the 
answers  he  made.  In  this  manner  we 
obliorcd  no  less  than  twelve  to  recapitulate, 
which,  now  the  danger  was  past,  they  did 
with  pleasure,  before  it  fell  to  my  lot :  at 
length  the  beadle  called  my  name,  with  a 
voice  that  made  me  tremble  as  much  as  if  it 
had  been  the  sound  of  the  last,  trumpet: 
however,  there  was  no  remedy  :  I  was  con- 
ducted into  a  large  hall,  where  I  saw  about 
a  dozen  of  grim  faces  sitting  at  a  long  table, 
one  of  whom  bade  me  come  forward,  ni  sucii 
an  imperious  tone,  that  I  was  actually,  for  a 
minute  or  two,  bereft  of  my  senses.  The 
first  question  he  put  to  me  was, — "where 
was  you  born?"  to  which  I  answered, — "in 
Scotland."  *'  In  Scotland,"  said  he,  "  I  know 
that  very  well ;  we  have  scarce  any  other 
countrymen  to  examine  here;  you  Scotch- 
men have  overspread  us  of  late  as  the  locusts 
did  Egypt :  I  ask  you  in  what  part  of  Scot 
land  was  you  born  !"  1  named  the  place  of 
my  nativity,  which  he  had  never  before  heard 
of.  He  then  proceeded  to  interrogate  me 
about  my  age,  the  town  where  I  served  my 
time,  with  the  term  of  my  apprenticeship  ; 
and,  when  I  informed  him  that  I  served  throe 
years  only,  lie  fell  into  a  violent  passion ; 
swore  it  was  a  shame  and  a  scandal  to  send 
Fuch  raw  boys  into  the  world  as  surgeons  ; 
that  it  was  a  great  presumption  in  me,  and 
an  affront  upon  the  English,  to  pretend  to 
sufficient  skill  in  my  business,  having  served 
so  short  a  time,  when  every  apprentice  in 
England  was  bound  seven  years  at  least ; 
that  my  friends  would  liave  done  better  if 
they  had  made  me  a  weaver  or  shoemaker ; 
but  their  pride  would  have  me  a  gentleman 
(he  supposed)  at  any  rate,  and  their  poverty 
could  not  afford  the  necessary  education. 
This  exordium  did  not  at  all  contribute  to 
the  recovery  of  my  spirits,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, reduced  me  to  such  a  situation  that  I 
was  scarce  able  to  stand  :  which  being  per- 
ceived by  a  j)lump  gentleman  who  sat  oppo- 
site to  me,  with  a  skull  before  him,  he  said, 
iMr  Snarler  was  too  severe  upon  the  young 
man  ;  and,  turning  towards  me,  told  me  I  need 
not  be  afraid,  for  nobody  would  do  me  any 
harm  :  then,  bidding  me  take  time  to  recol- 
lect myself,  be  examined  me  touching  the 
operation  of  the  ti?pan,  and  was  very  well 
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salistiod  with  my  answers.     The  next  per- 
son who  ([ue-stioiiod  mo  was  a  wag,  who  be- 
gan by  asking  if  I  had  ever  seen  amputation 
perfuruu'd  ;  and  1  replying  in  the  nflirinativt, 
he  shook  his  head  and  said, — "  what !  upon 
a  dead  siibjt'ct,  i   suppose  .'     If,"  continued 
he,  "during  an  engagement  at  sea,  a  man 
should  be  brought  to  you  with  his  head  shot 
off,  how  would  you  behave  '"     After  uouie 
hesitation,  I  owned  such  a  case   had  never 
come   under  my  observation,   neither  did  I 
remember  to  have  seen  any  method  of  cure 
proposed  for  such  an  accident,  in  any  of  the 
systems  of  surgery  I  had  perused.     Whether 
it  was  owing  to  the  simplicity  of  my  answer 
or  the  archness  of  the  question,  I  know  not. 
but  every  member  at  tlie  board  deigned  to 
smile,  except  Mr   Snarler,  who   soeined  to 
have  very  little  of  the  animal  risibile  in  his 
constitution.      Tlie    facetious   member,   en- 
couraged by  the  success  of  his  last  joke,  went 
on  thus  : — "  suppose  you  was  called  to  a  pa- 
tient of  a   plethoric   habit,   who    had  been  ' 
bruised  by  a  fall,  what  would  you  do?"     I 
answered,  "I  would  bleed  him  immediately." 
"  What,"  said  he,  "  before  you  had  tied  up 
his  arm  ]"     But  this   stroke  of  wit  not  an- 
swering his  expectation,  he  desired  mc  to 
advance  to  the  gentleman  who  sat  next  him, 
and  who,  with  a  pert  air,  asked  what  method 
of  cure  I  would  follow  in  wounds  of  the  in- 
testines.    I  repeated  the  method  of  cure  as 
it  is  prescribed  by  the  best   chirurgical  wri- 
ters ;  which  he   heard  to   an   end,  and  then 
said,  with   a  supercilious   smile, — "  so  yon 
think  by  such  treatment   the   patient   might 
recover  !"     I  told  him  I  saw  nothing  to  make 
mo   think  otherwise.     "  That   may  be,"  re- 
sumed  he,  "  I  won't  answer  for  your  fore- 
sight ;  but  did  you  ever  know  a  case  of  this 
kind  succeed  !"     I  answered  I  did  not  ;  and 
was  about  to   tell   him  I  had  never  seen  a 
wounded   intestine  ;  but  he   stopped  me  by 
saying,  with  some  precipitation,  "  nor  never 
will.     I  atfirm  that  all  wounds  of  the   intes- 
tines, whether  great  or  small,  are  mortal." 
"  Pardon  me  brother,"  says  the  fat  gentle- 
man, "there  is  a  very  good  authority" — here 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  other  with.  "  Sir, 
excuse  me,  I  despise  all  authority.     Nullins 
in  verba.     I  stand   upon  my  own  b'lttom  " 
"  But,  sir,  sir,"  replied  his  antagonist,  "  tfie 
reason  of  the  thing  shows" — "  A  fig  for  lea- 
son,"  cried  this  sufficient  member,  "  I  laugh 
at  reason. — give  me  ocular  demonstration." 
The  corpulent  gentleman  began  to  wax  warm, 
and  obseiTcd  that   no  man   acquainted  with 
the  anatomy  of  the  parts  would  advance  such 
an  extravagant  assertion.     This  mucndocn 
raged  the  other  so  much,  that  he  started  up 
and,  in  a  furious  tone,  exclaimed,  "  What, 
sir !  do  you  (]uestion  my  knowledge  in  ana- 
tomy ]"     By  this  time  all  the  examiners  had 
espoused  the  opinion  of  one  or  the  other  of 
the  disputants,  and  raised  their  voices  all 
together,  when  the  chairman    commandeii 
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«iJence,  and  ordered  me  to  withdraw.  In 
!(jss  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  1  was  called 
in  again,  received  my  qnalification  sealed  up, 
und  was  ordered  to  pay  five  shillings.  1  laid 
d«wn  my  half-guinea  upon  the  table,  and 
stood  some  time  until  one  of  them  bade  mo 
begone;  to  this  I  replied,  I  will,  when  I 
!iave  got  my  change  ;  upon  which  another 
(hrew  mo  five  shillings  and  si.vpencc,  saying 
I  would  not  be  a  true  Scotchman  if  I  woit 
away  vvithout  my  change.  1  was  afterwards 
obliged  to  give  three  shillings  and  sixpence 
to  the  beadles,  and  a  shilling  to  an  old  woman 
who  swept  the  hall.  This  disbursement 
sunk  my  finances  to  thirteen  pence  half- 
penny, with  which  I  was  sneaking  otf,  when 
Jackson  perceiving  it,  came  up  to  me,  and 
begged  I  would  tarry  for  him,  and  he  would 
accompany  mr  to  the  other  end  of  the  town, 
as  soon  as  his  examination  should  be  over. 
I  could  not  refuse  this  to  a  person  that  was 
so  much  my  friend  ;  but  I  was  astonished  at 
'the  change  of  his  dress,  which  was  varied  in 
half  an  hour  from  what  I  have  already  des- 
cribed, to  a  very  grotesque  fashion.  His 
nead  was  covered  with  an  old  smoked  tie- 
wig  that  did  not  boast  one  crooked  hair,  and 
a  slouched  hat  over  it,  which  would  have 
very  well  become  a  chimney-sweeper  or  a 
dust-man ;  his  neck  was  adorned  with  a 
'jlack  crape,  the  ends  of  which  he  had  twisted 
ind  fixed  in  the  button-iiole  of  a  shabby  great 
coat  that  wrapt  up  his  whole  body ;  his 
white  sil!c  stockings  were  converted  into 
black  worsted  hose ;  and  his  countenance 
was  rendered  venerable  by  wrinkles  and  a 
beard  of  his  own  painting.  When  I  ex- 
pressed my  surprise  at  this  metamorphosis, 
he  laughed,  and  told  me  it  was  done  by  the 
advice  and  assistance  of  a  friend  who  lived 
over  the  way,  and  would  certainly  produce 
something  very  much  to  his  advantage  ;  for 
it  gave  him'  tiie  appearance  of  age,  which 
never  fails  of  attracting  respect.  I  applauded 
his  sagacity,  and  waited  with  iivijjatience 
fiir  the  effects  of  it.  At  length  he  was  called 
m  ;  but  whether  the  oddness  of  his  appear- 
ance excited  a  curiosity  more  than  usual  in 
the  board,  or  his  behaviour  was  not  suitable 
to  his  figure,  I  know  not ;  he  was  discovered 
'n  be  an  impostor,  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
»lie  beadle,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  Bridewell. 
So  that,  instead  of  seeing  him  come  cut 
with  a  cheerful  countenance,  and  a  surgeon's 
(jualification  in  his  hand,  I  perceived  him 
led  through  the  outward  hall  as  a  prisoner, 
and  was  very  much  alarmed  and  anxious  to 
know  the  occasion  ;  when  he  called,  with  a 
iamentable  voice  and  piteous  aspect,  to  me, 
and  some  ethers  who  knew  him, — "for  God's 
nake,  gentlemen,  bear  witness  that  I  am  the 
Barne  individual  John  Jackson,  who  served 
lis  surgeon's  second  mate  on  board  the  Eli- 
zabeth, or  else  I  shall  go  to  Bridewell." 
It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  most 
bustere  hermit  that  ever  lived   to  have  re- 


frained from  laughing  at  his  appearance  and 
address  ;  we  therefore  indulged  ourselves  i 
good  while  at  his  expense,  and  afiervvards 
pleaded  his  cause  so  etTectually  with  thp 
beadle,  who  was  gratified  with  half  a  crown, 
that  the  prisoner  was  dismissed,  and,  in  a 
few  moments,  resumed  his  former  gaiety ; 
swearing,  since  the  board  had  refused  hia 
money,  he  would  spend  it  every  shilling  be- 
fore he  went  to  bed  in  treating  his  friends  ; 
at  the  same  time  inviting  us  all  to  favour 
him  with  our  company.  It  was  now  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  and,  as  I  had  a  great  way  to 
walk  through  streets  that  were  utterly  un- 
known to  me,  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  bo 
of  their  party,  in  hopes  ho  would  afterward.'? 
accompany  me  to  my  lodgings,  according  to 
his  promise.  He  conducted  us  to  his  friend's 
house,  who  kept  a  tavern  over  the  way, 
where  v>'e  continued  drinking  punch,  until 
the  liquor  mounted  up  to  our  heads  and  made 
us  all  extremely  frolicsome.  I,  in  particu- 
lar, was  so  much  elevated,  that  nothing  would 
serve  me  but  a  wench  ;  at  which  demand 
Jackson  expressed  much  joy,  and  assured  me 
I  should  have  my  desire  before  we  parted. 
Accordingly,  when  he  had  paid  the  reckon- 
ing, we  sallied  out,  roaring  and  singing ; 
and  were  conducted  by  our  leader  to  a  place 
of  nocturnal  entertainment,  where  I  immc- 
diately  attached  myself  to  a  fair  one,  with 
whom  I  proposed  to  spend  the  remaining 
part  of  the  night;  but  she  not  relishing  my 
appearance,  refused  to  grant  my  request  be- 
fore I  should  have  made  her  an  acknowledge- 
ment ;  which  not  suiting  with  my  circum- 
stances, we  broke  off  our  correspondence,  to 
my  no  small  mortification  and  resentment, 
because  'I  thought  the  mercenary  creature 
had  not  done  justice  to  my  merit.  In  the 
mean  time,  Mr  Jackson's  dress  had  attracted 
the  inclinations  and  assiduities  of  tv.'o  or 
three  nymphs,  who  loaded  him  with  caresses, 
in  return  for  the  arrack  punch  with  which 
he  treated  them  ;  till  at  length,  notwithstand- 
ing the  sprightly  sallies  of  those  charmer-s 
sleep  began  to  exert  his  power  over  us  all, 
and  our  conductor  called,  "  To  pay."  When 
the  bill  was  brought,  which  amounted  to 
twelve  shillings,  he  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket, 
but  might  have  saved  himself  the  trouble, 
for  his  purse  was  gone.  This  accident  dis- 
concerted him  a  good  deal  at  first ;  but,  afler 
some  recollection,  he  seized  the  two  dulci- 
cineas  who  sat  by  him,  one  in  each  hand, 
and  swore,  if  they  did  not  immediately  re- 
store his  money,  lie  would  charge  a  consta- 
ble with  them.  The  good  lady  at  the  bar, 
seeing  what  passed,  whispered  something  tc 
the  drawer,  who  went  out;  and  then,  with 
great  composure,  asked  what  was  the  matter! 
Jackson  told  her  he  v/as  robbed,  and  swore, 
if  she  refused  iiiin  satisfaction,  he  would  have 
her  and  her  whores  committed  to  Bridewell 
"  Robbed  !"  cried  she,  "  robbed  in  my  house 
gentlemen  and  ladies,  I  take  you  all  to  wit 
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:tC8s.  tilis  person  lias  Bcamlaliztnl  my  repiita- 
r.ii."  Al  that  instant,  seeing  the  constable 
,fld  watcii  enter,  she  proceeded, — "what! 
ou  must  not  only  endeavour,  by  your  tiilse 
dBpersioKS,  to  ruin  my  character,  hut  even 
oommi*  an  assault  upon  my  family  !  Mr  Con- 
stable, I  charirc  you  with  this  nncivil  pcr- 
Bon,  who  lius  been  g[uilly  ol'  a  riot  lieie  ;  I 
BJiall  take  care  and  brin<f  an  action  ajrainst 
him  for  defamation."  VViiile  I  was  rellect- 
ing  on  this  melancholy  event,  which  had 
made  me  quite  sober,  the  h\dy  whose  favours 
1  liad  solicited,  beinij- piqued  at  some  repartee 
that  passed  between  us,  cried, — "  They  are 
all  concerned  ;"  and  desired  the  constable 
to  take  us  all  into  custody  :  an  arrest  which 
was  jierformed  instantly,  to  the  utter  aston- 
ishment and  despair  of  us  all,  except  Jack- 
Fon,  who,  havinjx  been  often  in  such  scrapes, 
was  very  little  concerned,  and  charged  the 
constable  in  his  turn  with  the  landlady  and 
her  wiiole  bevy,  upon  which  we  were  carried 
all  together  prisoners  to  the  round  house, 
where  Jackson  (after  a  ord  of  comfort  to 
us)  informed  the  constable  of  his  being 
robbed,  to  which  he  said  he  would  swear  next 
morning  before  the  justice.  "Ay,  ay,"  says  the 
nawd,  "  we  shall  sec  whoso  oalh  shall  most 
signify."  In  a  little  time  the  constable, 
calling  Jackson  into  another  room,  spoke  to 
liimthus:  "I  perceive  that  you  and  your 
company  are  strangers,  and  am  very  sorry 
for  your  being  involved  in  such  an  uglv  busi- 
ness. I  have  known  this  woman  a  groat 
while  ;  she  has  kept  a  notorious  liouse  iu  the 
neighbourhood  these  many  yeare,  and,  al- 
though often  complained  of  as  a  nuisance,  still 
escapes,  through  her  interest  with  the  jus- 
tices, to  whom  she,  and  all  of  her  employ- 
ment, pay  contribution  quarterly  for  protcc- 
*ion.  As  she  charged  me  with  you  first,  her 
complaint  will  have  the  preference ;  and  she 
can  procure  evidence  to  swear  whatever  she 
shall  please  to  desire  of  thoin.  So  that,  un- 
less you  can  make  it  up  before  morning,  you 
and  your  companions  may  think  yourselves 
iiappily  quit  for  a  month's  hard  labour  in 
J3ridewcl!.  Nay,  if  she  should  swear  a 
robbery  oras^^ault  against  you,  you  will  be 
committed  to  Newgate,  and  tried  next  ses- 
sions at  the  Old  Buily  for  your  life.  This 
last  piece  of  information  had  such  ancirect 
upon  .Jackson,  that  he  agreed  to  make  it  up, 
provided  his  money  might  be  restored.  The 
constable  told  him,  that,  instead  of  retriev- 
ing ^vhat  he  had  lost,  he  was  certain  it 
would  cost  him  some  more  before  tliey 
would  come  to  any  composition.  But,  how- 
ever, hchad  com])a3sionon  him,  and  would 
sound  them  al:)out  a  mutual  release.  The  un- 
fortunate beau  thanked  him  lor  his  friend- 
ship, and,  returning  to  us,  acrpiaintcd  us 
with  the  substance  of  this  dialogue  ;  while 
the  constftl)le,  desiring  to  speak  in  private 
with  our  adversary,  carried  her  into  the  next 
room  and  pleaded   our  cause  so  effectu- 


ally, that  she  condescended  to  make  niri 
uMijjire :  he  nccordingly  proposed  an  arbitra- 
tion, to  which  we  gave  our  assent;  and  ho 
lined  each  j)arly  in  three  shilling^,  to  bo 
laid  out  in  a  howl  of  punch,  wherein  wu 
drowned  all  animosities,  to  the  inexpressible 
joy  of  my  two  late  accpiaintances  and  me, 
who  had  been  in  the  state  of  the  danuied 
over  since  Jackson  mentioned  Bridewell  anil 
Newgate.  Uy  the  time  we  had  linished  our 
bowl,  to  which,  by  the  by,  I  had  contributed 
my  last  shilling,  it  was  morning;  and  1  jjro- 
posed  to  move  homeward,  when  tiie  consta- 
ble gave  me  to  understand,  he  could  dis- 
charge  no  i)risoners,  but  by  order  of  the 
justice,  before  whom  we  must  appear.  Thi.s 
renewed  my  chagrin  ;  and  I  cursed  the  hour 
in  which  I  had  yielded  to  Jackson's  invita- 
tion. About  nine  o'clock,  we  were  escorted 
to  the  house  of  a  certain  justice,  not  many 
miles  distant  from  Covcnt  Garden  ;  who  no 
sooner  saw  the  constable  enter  with  a  train 
of  prisoners  at  his  heels,  than  he  saluted  him 
as  follows  : — "  So,  Mr  Constable,  you  are  u 
diligent  man — what  don  of  rogues  have  you 
been  scouring?"  Then,  looking  at  us,  who 
appeared  very  much  dejected,  he  continued, 
— "  ay,  ay,  thieves  I  see — old  oflenders — O, 
your  humble  servant,  Mrs  Harridan  !  I  sup- 
pose these  iellows  have  been  taken  robbing 
your  licuse — yos,  yes,  here's  an  old  acquaint- 
ance of  mine:  you  have  used  expedition," 
said  ho  to  n:e,  "  in  returning  from  transpor- 
tation; but  wo  shall  save  you  the  trouble  for 
tijo  future — the  surgeons  v.'iU  fetch  you  from 
your  next  transportation  at  their  expense." 
I  assured  his  worship  lie  was  mistaken  in 
me,  for  he  had  never  seen  mo  in  his  life 
before.  To  this  declaration  he  replied, — 
"  how  !  you  impudent  rascal,  dure  you  say 
so  to  my  face'.'  Do  you  think  I  am  to  bo 
imposed  upon  by  that  norlhern  accent  wiiich 
you  have  assumed  J  but  it  shan't  avail  you — 
you  shall  fmd  me  too  far  north  for  you. 
Here,  clerk,  write  this  fellow's  inittimun. 
His  name  is  Patrick  Cahagan."  Here  Mr 
Jackson  interposed,  and  told  him  I  was  a 
Scotchman  lately  came  to  town,  descended 
of  a  good  family,  and  that  my  name  Avas 
Random.  The  justice  looked  upon  this  as- 
sertion as  an  outrage  upon  his  memory,  on 
which  he  valued  himself  much  ;  and,  strut- 
ting up  to  Jackson,  -with  a  fierce  counte- 
nance, put  his  hands  in  his  sides,  and  said, 
"  Who  are  you,  sir  ?  do  you  give  me  the  lie  ? 
take  notice  gentlemen,  here's  a  fellow  who 
aflVonts  me  upon  the  bench  ;  but  Til  lay  you 
fast,  sirrah,  I  willibr,  notwithstanding  ycjur 
laced  jacket,  I  believe  you  arc  a  notorioua 
felon."  J\Iy  friend  was  so  much  abashed  at 
this  menace,  which  was  thundered  out  with 
great  vociferation,  that  he  changed  colour 
and  remained  speechless.  This  his  wor- 
siiip  took  for  a  symptom  of  guilt,  and 
to  complete  liis  discovery,  continued  bi:j 
threats — "  now  I  am  convinced  y;)u  are  a 
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llnef — your  face  discovers  it — you  tremble 
all  over — ^your  conscience  won't  lie  still — 
you'll  bo  hanged,  sirrah,"  raising  his  voice, 
"  you'll  be  hanged;  and  happy  had  it  been 
for  the  world,  as  well  as  your  own  miserable 
soul,  if  you  had  been  detected  and  cut  off'  in 
the  beginning  of  your  career.  Come  hither, 
clerk,  and  take  this  man's  confession."  I 
was  in  an  agony  of  consternation,  when  the 
constable,  going  into  another  room  with  his 
worship,  acquainted  him  with  the  truth  of 
'iie  stoiy  ;  which,  having  learned,  he  return- 
i^il  with  a  smiiing  countenance,  and,  address- 
ing himself  to  us  all,  said  it  was  always  his 
way  to  terrify  young  people,  vvhen  they  came 
ixjfore  him,  that  his  threats  might  make  a 
strong  impression  on  their  minds,  and  deter 
Ihem  from  engaging  in  scenes  of  riot  and 
debauchery,  w-iiich  commonly  ended  before 
'.he  judge.  Thus  having  cloaked  his  own 
A^ant  of  discernment  under  the  disguise  of 
paternal  care,  we  were  dismissed,  and  I  found 
myself  as  much  lightened  as  if  a  mountain 
lad  been  lifted  off  my  breast. 


CHAPTER  XVIIL 

/  carry  mt,  quclijicatton  to  the  navy-office — 
the  nature  of  it — the  behaviour  of  the 
secretary — ^Urap's  concern  for  7ny  ab- 
sence— a  battle  between  him  and  a  black- 
smith— the  troublesome  consequence  of 
it — his  harangiie  to  me — his  friend  the 
schoolmaster  recommends  me  to  a  French 
apothecary,  who  entertains  me  as  a  jour- 
neyman 

WOULD  willingly  have  gone  home  to  sleep, 
Dut  was  told  by  my  companion,  that  we  must 
deliver  our  letters  of  qualification  at  tiie 
navy-office  before  one  o'clock  ;  accordingly, 
we  went  thither,  and  gave  them  to  the  sec- 
retary, who  opened  and  read  them;  and  I 
was  mightily  pleased  to  find  myself  qualified 
for  second  mate  of  a  third  rate.  When  he 
liad  stuck  them  altogether  on  a  file,  one  of 
our  company  asked  if  tliere  were  any  vacan- 
cies'! to  which  interrogation  he  answered, 
no.  Then  I  ventured  to  inquire  if  any  ships 
were  to  be  put  in  commission  soon]  At 
whi'ch  question  he  surveyed  me  with  a  look 
of  ineffable  contempt,  and,  pushing  us  out 
<jf  his  office,  locked  the  door,  without  deign- 
ing us  another  word.  We  went  down  stairs, 
and  conferred  together  on  our  e.xpectations, 
when  I  understood  that  each  of  them  had 
neen  recommended  to  one  or  other  of  the 
(U)mmissioners,  and  each  of  them  promised  the 
first  vacancy  that  should  fall ;  but  that  none  of 
(hem  relied  sole.y  upon  that  interest,  with- 
'lut  a  present  to  the  secretary,  with  whom 
«nme  of  the  commissioners  went  snacks. 
For  which  reason  each  of  them  had  provided 
s  small  purse;  and  I  was  asked  what  I  pro- 
,>osfid  to  givo  *     This  wac  a  vctatious  ques- 


tion to  me,  who,  far  from  being  in  a  capacity 
to  gratify  a  ravenous  secretary,  had  not 
wherewithal  to  purchase  a  dinner.  I  there- 
fore answered,  I  had  not  yet  determined  whal 
to  give ;  and  sneaked  off'  towards  my  own 
lodgings,  cursing  my  fate  ul!  the  way,  and 
inveighing,  with  much  bitterness,  against  the 
barbarity  of  my  grandfather,  and  sordid  ava- 
rice of  rny  relations,  who  left  me  a  prey  to 
contempt  and  indigence.  Full  of  these  dis- 
agreeable reflections,  I  arrived  at  the  house 
where  I  lodged,  and  relieved  my  landlord 
from  great  anxiety  on  my  account;  for  thia 
honest  man  believed  I  had  met  with  some 
dismal  accident,  and  that  he  should  never 
see  me  again.  Strap,  who  had  come  to  visit 
rne  in  the  morning,  understanding  I  had  been 
abroad  all  night,  was  almost  distracted,  and, 
after  having  obtained  leave  of  his  master 
had  gone  in  quest  (f  me,  tJiough  he  was  even 
more  ignorant  of  tiie  town  than  L  Not  be- 
ing wilhng  to  infor\n  my  landlord  of  my  ad- 
venture, I  told  him  1  had  met  with  an  ac- 
quaintance at  surgeons'  hall,  with  whom  I 
spent  the  evening  and  night;  but,  being  very 
much  infested  by  bugs,  I  iiad  not  slept  much 
and  therefore  inteided  to  take  a  little  re- 
pose ;  so  saying,  I  went  to  bed,  and  desired 
to  be  awakened  if  Strap  should  happen  to 
come  while  1  should  be  asleep.  I  was  ac- 
cordingly roused  by  my  friend  himself,  who 
entered  my  chamber  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  presented  a  figure  to  my 
eyes,  that  I  could  scarce  believe  real.  In 
short,  this  aff'ectionate  shaver,  setting  out 
towards  surgeons'  hall,  had  inquired  for  me 
there  to  no  purpose ;  from  thence  he  found 
his  way  to  the  navy -office,  where  he  could 
hear  no  tii^ings  ol  ine,  because  I  was  un 
kno-'*^  to  c'vt,ryoo.jy  then  present;  he  after- 
wards \  ent  upon  'Change,  in  hopes  of  see- 
ing me  upon  the  Scotcii-walk,  but  without 
success:  at  last,  being  almost  in  despair  of 
finding  me,  he  resolved  to  ask  every  body  he 
met  in  the  street,  if  perchance  any  one  could 
give  him  information  about  me;  and  actually 
put  his  resolution  into  practice,  in  spite  of 
the  scoff's,  curses  and  reproaches  witli  which 
he  was  answered ;  until  a  blacksmith's  'pren- 
tice, seeing  him  stop  a  porter  with  a  burden 
on  his  back,  and  hearing  his  question,  for 
which  he  received  a  hearty  curse,  called  to 
him,  and  asked  if  the  person  he  inquired  after 
was  not  a  Scotchman  ?  Strap  replied  with 
great  eagerness, — "  yes,  aiid  had  on  a  brown 
coat  with  long  skirts."  "  The  same,"  said 
the  blacksmith,  "  I  saw  him  pass  by  an  hour 
ago."  "  Did  you  so?"  cried  Strap,  rubbino 
his  hands, — "  odd  !  I  am  very  glad  of  that — 
which  way  went  he?"  "Towards  Tybur.' 
in  a  cart,"  said  he;  "if  you  make  good  speev 
you  may  get  thither  time  enough  to  see  him 
hanged."  This  {)iccc  of  wit  incensed  my 
friend  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  called  the 
blacksmith  scoundrel,  and  said  he  would 
light  him  for  half  a  farthing.    "No  no,"  said 
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ihe  otiier,  strippinir,  "I'll  have  none  of  your 
money — you  Scotclimon  seldom  carry  any 
about  with  you — but,  I'll  tight  you  for  love." 
There  was  a  ring  immediately  formed  by  the 
mob;  and  Strap,  finding  he  could  not  get  off 
honourably  witliout  fighting,  at  the  same  time 
burning  with  resentment  against  his  adver- 
sary, quitted  his  clothes  to  the  care  of  the 
multitude,  and  the  battle  began  with  great 
\iolencc  on  the  side  of  Strap,  who  in  a  few 
minutes  exhausted  his  breath  and  spirits  on 
his  patient  antagonist,  who  f»jstaincd  the 
assault  with  great  coolness,  till,  finding  the 
baibcr  quite  spent,  he  returned  the  blows  he 
iiad  lent  him  with  such  interest,  that  Strap, 
after  having  received  throe  falls  on  the  hard 
.stones,  gave  out,  and  allowed  the  blacksmith 
Id  be  the  better  man.  The  victory  being 
thus  decided,  it  was  proposed  to  adjourn  to 
a  cellar  hard  by,  and  drink  friends.  But 
when  my  friend  began  to  gather  up  his 
clothes,  he  perceived  that  some  honest  per- 
son or  other  had  made  free  with  his  shirt, 
neckcloth,  hat,  and  wig,  which  were  carried 
off;  and  probably  his  coat  and  waistcoat 
would  have  met  with  the  same  fate,  had  they 
been  worth  stealing.  It  was  in  vain  for  him 
to  make  a  noise,  which  only  yielded  mirth  to 
the  spectators  :  he  was  fain  to  ^et  ort'in  this 
manner,  which  he  accomplished  with  much 
difficulty,  and  appeared  before  me  all  be- 
smeared with  blood  and  dirt.  Notwith- 
standing this  misfortune,  such  was  his  trans- 
f)ort  at  finding  me  safe  and  sound,  that  lie 
lad  almost  stifled  and  stunk  me  to  death  with 
his  embraces.  After  lie  had  cleaned  himself, 
and  put  on  one  of  my  shirts,  and  a  woollen 
night  cap,  I  recounted  to  him  the  particulars 
of  my  night's  campaign,  which  filled  him 
with  admiration,  and  made  him  repeat,  with 
great  energy,  an  observation  which  was  often 
in  his  mouth,  namely, — "  that  surely  London 
is  the  devil's  drawing-room."  As  neither  of 
us  had  dined,  he  desired  me  to  get  up  ;  and 
the  milk-woman  coming  round  at  that  in- 
stant, he  went  down  stairs,  and  brought  up 
a  quart,  with  a  penny-brick,  on  which  we 
made  a  comfortable  meal.  He  then  shared 
jiis  money  with  me,  which  amounted  to 
eighteen  pence,  and  left  me  with  an  inten- 
tion to  borrow  an  old  wig  and  hat  of  his  old 
friend  the  schoolmaster. 

He  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  I  began  to 
consider  my  situation  with  great  uneasiness, 
and  revolved  all  the  schemes  my  imagination 
could  suggest,  in  order  to  choose  and  pursue 
some  one  that  might  procure  ine  broad  ;  for 
!t  IS  impossible  to  express  the  pangs  I  felt, 
when  I  reflected  on  the  miserable  dependence 
in  which  I  lived  at  the  expense  of  a  poor 
barber's  boy.  My  pride  took  the  alarm,  and 
having  no  hopes  of  succeeding  at  the  navy- 
«.ffice,  1  -.ame  to  the  resolution  of  enlisting 
•n  the  foot-guards  next  day,  be  the  event 
what  it  would.  This  extravagant  design,  by 
flatterng  my  disposition,  gave,  great  satis- 
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faction,  and  I  was  charging  the  enemy  at 
the  head  of  my  own  regiment,  when  Strap's 
return  interrupted  my  reverie.  Tiie  school- 
master liad  made  him  a  present  of  the  tie- 
wig  which  he  wore  when  I  was  introduced 
to  him,  together  with  an  old  hat,  whose  brim 
would  have  overshadowed  a  colossus.  Though 
Strap  had  ventured  to  wear  them  in  the  dusk, 
he  did  not  choose  to  entertain  the  mob  by 
day  ;  he  therefore  went  to  work  immediately, 
and  reduced  them  both  to  a  moderate  size. 
While  he  was  employed  in  this  oflice,  he 
addressed  me  thus  : — "  To  be  sure,  Mr  Ran- 
dom, you  were  born  a  gentleman,  and  have  a 
great  deal  of  learning — and  indeed  look  like 
a  gentleman  ;  for,  as  to  person,  you  may  hold 
up  your  head  with  the  best  of  them.  On  thi} 
other  hand,  I  am  a  poor  but  honest  cobler's 
son — my  mother  was  as  industrious  a  woman 
as  ever  broke  bread,  till  such  time  as  she 
took  to  drinking,  which  you  very  well  know 
— but  every  body  has  failings — humanum  est 
errare.  Now,  for  myself,  I  am  a  poor  jour- 
neyman barber,  tolerably  well  made,  and  un- 
derstand some  Latin,  and  have  a  smattering 
of  Greek — but  what  of  that?  perhaps  I  might 
also  say  that  I  know  a  little  of  the  world — 
but  that  is  to  no  purpose — though  you  be 
gentle  and  I  simple,  it  does  not  follow  biit 
that  I  who  am  simple  may  do  a  good  office 
to  you  who  are  gentle.  Now  this  is  the 
case — my  kinsman  the  schoolmaster — per- 
haps you  did  not  know  how  nearly  he  is  re- 
lated to  me — I'll  satisfy  you  in  that  presently 
— i'.'s  mother  and  my  grandmother's  sister's 
nephew — no,  that's  not  it!  my  grandfather's 
brother's  daughter — rabbit  it !  1  have  forgot  the 
degree,  but  tliis  I  know,  he  and  I  are  cousins 
seven  times  removed."  My  impatience  to 
know  the  good  office  lie  liad  done  me  got 
the  better  of  my  temper,  and  I  interrupted  him 
at  this  place  with — "  d — n  your  relation  and 
pedigree  !  if  the  schoolmaster  or  you  can  bo 
of  any  advantage  to  me,  why  don't  you  tell 
me  without  all  this  preamble?"  VVhen  I 
pronounced  those  words  with  some  vehe- 
mence. Strap  looked  at  me  for  some  time  with 
a  grave  countenance,  and  then  went  on  : — 
"  Surely  my  pedigree  is  not  to  be  d — d,  be- 
cause it  is  not  so  noble  as  yours.  I  am  very 
sorry. to  see  such  an  alteration  in  your  tem- 
per of  late — you  was  always  fiery,  but  now 
you  are  grown  as  crabbed  as  old  Perriwinklc, 
the  drunken  tinker,  on  whom  you  and  I  (God 
forgive  us)  played  so  many  unlucky  tricks 
while  we  were  at  school.  But  I  will  no 
longer  detain  you  in  suspense,  because, 
doubtless,  nothing  is  more  uneasy  than  doubt 
— duhio,  procul  duh'to,  nil  dubiiis.  My 
friend,  or  relation,  or  which  you  will,  or 
both,  the  schoolmaster,  being  informed  of 
the  regard  I  have  for  you — for,  you  may  be 
sure,  I  did  not  fail  to  let  him  know  your  good 
qualities — by-the-bye  he  has  undertaken  to 
teach  you  the  pronunciation  of  the  English 
tongue,  without  which,  he  says,  you  v. ill  be 
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unfit  for  business  in  this  country.  I  say,  my 
relation  has  spoke  in  yourbelia'lf  to  a  French 
apothecary  vvlio  wants  a  journeynian  :  and, 
.in  liis  reconiinendation,  you  may  liave  fif- 
teen pounds  per  year,  bed  and  board,  wlien- 
ever  you  please.  I  was  too  much  interested 
jn  this  piece  of  news  to  entertain  it  with  in- 
difference ;  but,  jumping  up,  insisted  on 
Strap's  immediately  accompanying  me  to 
the  house  of  his  Iriend,  that  1  might  not 
lose  this  opj)ortunity  tlirough  the  least  delay 
or  neglect  on  my  part.  We  were  informed 
that  the  schoolmaster  was  in  company  at  a 
puWic-houso  in  tlie  neiglibourhood,  whither 
we  repaired,  and  found  him  drinking  with 
the  very  individual  apothecary  in  question. 
When  he  was  called  to  the  door  at  our  de- 
sire, and  observing  my  impatience,  he  broke 
out  into  his  usual  term  of  admiration  : — "  O 
C — st !  I  suppose,  when  you  heard  of  this 
offer,  you  did  not  take  leisure  enough  to 
come  down  stairs,  but  leapt  out  of  the  win- 
dow ;  did  you  overturn  no  porter  nor  oyster- 
v/oman  in  your  way !  It  is  a  mercy  of  God  you 
(lid  not  knock  your  brains  out  against  some 
post  in  your  career.  ()  my  conscience  !  I  be- 
lieve, had  I  been  in  tlie  inmost  recesses  of 
my  habitation — the  very  penetralia, — even 
in  bed  with  my  wife,  your  eagerness  would 
have  surmounted  bolts,  bars,  decency,  and 
every  thing.  The  den  of  Cacus  or  sanctum 
sanctorum  could  not  have  hid  me  from  you. 
But  come  along,  the  gentleman  of  whom  I 
spoke  is  in  the  house,  I  will  present  you  to 
him  fijrthwilli."  When  1  entered  the  room, 
I  perceived  fjur  or  five  people  smoking,  one 
of  whom  the  schoolmaster  accosted  thus  : — 
"Mr  liavement,  here's  the  young  man  of 
whom  I  spoke  to  you."  The  apothecary, 
who  was  a  little  old  withered  man,  with  a 
forehead  about  an  inch  high,  a  nose  turned 
up  at  the  end,  large  cheek  bones,  that 
helped  to  form  a  pit  for  his  little  grey  eyes, 
a  great  bag  of  loose  skin  l;anging  down  on 
each  side  in  v.rinklcs  like  the  alforjas  of  a 
baboon,  and  a  mouth  so  accustomed  to  that 
contraction  which  produces  grinning,  that 
lio  could  not  pronounce  a  syllable  without 
discovering  the  remains  of  his  teeth,  which 
consisted  of  four  yellow  fangs,  not  impro- 
perly by  anatomists  called  canine.  This 
person  (I  say)  after  having  eyed  nje  some 
time,  said, — "  Oho,  'tis  very  well,  Mons. 
Concordance  ; — young  man,  you  aie  vcr 
welcome,  take  one  coupofbierre — and  come 
to  mine  house  to-morrow  morning:  ]\Ions. 
Concordance  vil  show  you  de  way."  Upon 
tills  I  made  my  bow,  and  as  I  went  out  of 
the  room,  could  hear  him  say,  mayfoij!  c'cst 
nn  beau  i(arcun,  c^est  gaUiard.  As  I  had, 
by  my  own  application,  while  I  served  Crab, 
acquired  tlie  I'rench  tongue  well  enough  to 
read  authors  written  in  that  language,  and 
understand  any  thing  that  occurred  in  con- 
versation. 1  dfitermiiicd  to  pretend  ignorance 
US  mv  new  master,  that  ho  and  hi.s  fimily, 


whom  I  supposed  to  be  of  the  same  country, 
not  being  on  the  reserve  before  me,  might 
possibly  discover  something  in  discourse, 
which  would  cither  yield  me  amusement  or 
advantage.  Next  morning  Mr  Concordance 
carried  me  to  the  apothecary's  liouse,  where 
the  bargain  was  made,  and  orders  given  to 
provide  an  apartment  for  me  immediately. 
But,  before  I  entered  upon  business,  the 
schoolmaster  recommended  me  to  his  tailor, 
who  gave  me  credit  for  a  suit  of  clothe;  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  first  moiety  of  my  wages, 
and  they  were  begun  upon  that  very  day;  he 
afterwards  accommodated  ine  with  anew  hat, 
on  the  same  terms ;  so  that,  in  a  few  days,  I 
hoped  to  make  a  very  fashionable  appear- 
ance. Li  the  mean  time  Strap  conveyed  my 
baggage  to  the  ])lace  allotted  for  me,  which 
was  a  back-room  up  two  pairs  of  stairs,  fur- 
nished with  a  pallet  for  me  to  lie  upon,  a 
chair  without  a  back,  an  earthen  chamber- 
pot without  a  handle,  a  bottle  by  way  of 
candlestick,  and  a  triangular  piece  of  glass 
instead  of  a  mirror,  the  rest  of  its  ornaments 
having  been  lately  removed  to  one  of  the 
garrets,  for  the  convenience  of  the  servant 
of  an  Irish  captain,  who  lodged  in  the  first 
floor. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

The  character  of  Air  Lavement — his  wije 
and  daughter — some  anecdotes  of  the 
fatiiily — the  mother  and  daughter  rivals 
— I  am  guilty  of  a  mistake  that  gives  me 
present  satisfaction,  but  is  attended  with 
troublesome  consequences. 

Next  day,  while  I  was  at  work  in  the  shop, 
a  bouncing  damsel,  well  dressed,  came  in,  on 
pretence  of  tinding  a  phial  for  some  use  or 
other;  and  taking  an  opportunity,  when  she 
thought  T  did  not  mind  her,  of  observing  me 
narrowly,  went  away  with  a  silent  look  of 
disdain.  I  easily  guessed  liercontiments,  and 
my  pride  took  the  resolution  of  entertaining 
the  same  indifference  and  neglect  towards 
her.  At  dinner  the  maids,  with  whom  I 
dined  in  the  kitchen,  gave  me  to  understand 
that  this  was  my  master's  only  daughter,  who 
would  have  a  very  handsome  fortune,  on  ac- 
count of  which,  and  her  beauty,  a  great  many 
young  gentlemen  made  their  addresses  to  her; 
"that  she  had  been  twice  on  the  brink  of  mar- 
riage, but  disappointed  by  tlie  stinginess  of 
her  father,  who  refused  to  part  with  a  shilling 
to  promote  tiie  match ;  for  which  reason  tha 
young  lady  did  not  behave  to  her  father  with 
all  the  filial  veneration  that  might  be  e.vpect. 
cd;  in  particular,  she  harboured  the  mos 
perfect  hatred  for  his  countrymen,  in  whicb 
disposition  she  resembled  her  mother,  whs 
was  an  Englishwoman;  and,  by  the  hints 
they  dropped,  I  learned  the  grey  mare  wa« 
tlie  better  horse;  that  she  was  a  matron  of* 
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high  spirit,  which  was  otlon  manifested  ut 
t!ie  expense  ot"  her  (jcpendcnts:  that  slie 
loved  diversions,  and  loolccd  upon  Miss  as 
her  rival  in  all  parties  •  which  indued  was  the 
true  cause  of  iier  disappointments,  for,  had 
the  mother  been  iiearty  in  her  interests,  the 
father  would  not  have  ventured  to  refuse  her 
deirands.  Over  and  above  this  intelligence, 
I  of  myself  soon  made  more  discoveries. 
Mr  Lavement's  si;jnificant  i^rins  at  his  wife, 
while  she  looked  another  way,  convinced  me 
that  he  was  not  at  all  content  with  his  lot ; 
and  his  behaviour  in  presence  of  the  captain 
made  me  believe  his  chief  torment  was  jea- 
lousy. As  for  my  own  part,  I  was  considered 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  menial  ser- 
vant, and  had  been  already  sr.ic  days  in  the 
house  without  being  honoured  with  one  word 
from  either  mother  or  daughter,  the  latter  (as 
I  understood  from  the  maids)  having  at  table 
one  day  expressed  some  surprise  that  her 
j)apa  should  entertain  such  an  av/k  ward  mean- 
looking  journeyman.  I  was  nettled  at  this 
piece  of  information,  and  next  Sunday  (it 
being  my  turn  to  take  my  diversion)  dressed 
myself  in  my  new  clothes,  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage! and,  vanity  apart,  made  no  con- 
temptible figtn-e.  After  having  spent  most 
part  of  the  day  in  company  with  Strap,  and 
some  of  his  acquaintance,  I  came  home  in 
the  afternoon,  and  was  let  in  by  Miss,  who, 
not  knowing  me,  dropped  a  low  curtsey  as 
I  advanced,  which  I  returned  with  a  profound 
bow,  and  shut  the  door.  By  the  time  I  had 
turned  about,  she  had  perceived  her  mistake, 
and  changed  colour,  but  did  not  withdraw. 
The  passage  being  narrow,  I  could  not  get 
away  without  jostling  her;  so  I  was  forced 
to  remain  where  I  was,  with  my  eyes  fixed 
on  tlic  ground,  and  my  face  glowing  with 
blushes.  At  length  her  vanity  coming  to  her 
assistance,  she  went  away  tittering,  and  I 
could  hear  her  pronounce  the  word  "  crea- 
ture !"  From  this  day  forward  she  came 
into  the  shop  fifty  times  every  day,  upon 
various  prolcncos,  and  put  in  practice  so 
many  ridiculous  airs,  that  I  could  easily  per- 
ceive her  opinion  of  me  was  clianged,  and 
that  she  did  not  think  me  altogether  an  un- 
worthy conquest.  But  my  heart  was  so 
steeled  against  her  charms  by  pride  and  re- 
sentment, which  were  two  chief  ingredients 
in  my  disposition,  that  I  remained  insensible 
to  all  her  arts:  and,  notwithstanding  some 
advances  she  made,  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  yield  her  the  least  attention.  This 
ceglect  soon  banished  all  the  favourable  im- 
pressions she  fult  for  me,  and  the  rago  of  a 
cdighted  womnn  took  place  in  her  heart;  this 
she  manifested  not  only  in  all  the  suggestions 
her  malice  could  invent  to  my  preju(lice  with 
her  futher,  but  also  in  procuring  for  mo  such 
Bervile  employments  as  she  hoped  would  suffi- 
ciently humble  my  spirit.  One  day  in  particu- 
lar, she  ordered  me  to  brush  my  master's  coat, 
Dut  I  reftising,  a  smart  dialogue  ensued,  which 


ended  in  her  bursting  into  tears  of  rage;  when 
her  mother  interposuig,  and  examining  mto 
the  merits  of  the  cause,  determined  it  in  my 
favour:  and  this  good  otlice  I  owed  not  to 
any  esteem  or  consideration  she  had  for  mo, 
but  solely  to  the  desire  of  mortifying  her 
daughter,  who  on  this  occasion  observed, 
that  let  people  be  never  so  much  in  the  right, 
there  were  some  folks  who  would  never  do 
them  justice;  but  to  bo  sure  they  had  their 
reasons  for  it,  which  some  people  were  not 
ignorant  of,  although  they  despised  their  lit- 
tie  arts.  This  insinuation  of  some  people 
and  some  folks  put  mc  upon  observing  the 
behaviour  of  my  mistress  more  narrowly  for 
the  future;  and  it  was  not  long  before  1  had 
reason  to  believe  that  she  looked  upon  her 
daughter  as  a  rival  in  the  allections  of  Cap- 
tain O'Donnell,  who  lodged  in  the  house.  In 
the  mean  time  my  industry  and  knowledge 
gained  mc  the  good  will  of  my  master,  who 
would  often  say,  in  French,  "  Mardi!  c^est 
un  hon  garcon."  Ho  had  a  great  deal  of 
business;  but  as  he  was  mostly  employed 
among  his  fellow  refugees,  his  profits  were 
small.  However,  his  expense  for  medicines 
was  not  great,  for  he  was  the  most  expert 
man  at  a  succcdancum  of  any  apothecary  in 
London;  so  that  I  have  been  sometimes 
amazed  to  see  him,  without  tlic  least  hesita- 
tion, make  up  a  physician's  proscription, 
though  he  had  not  in  his  shop  one  medicine 
mentioned  in  it.  Oyster  shells  he  could  in- 
vent into  crab's  eyes  ;  common  oil  into  oil  of 
sweet  almonds;  syrup  of  sugar  into  balsamic 
syrup  ;  Thames  water  into  aqua  cinnamoni  ; 
turpentine  into  capivi  ;  and  a  hundred  more 
costly  preparations  were  produced  in  an  in- 
stant, from  the  cheapest  and  coarsest  drugs  of 
the  vialeria  medica;  and  when  any  common 
thing  was  ordered  for  a  patient,  he  always 
took  care  to  disguise  it  in  colour  or  taste,  or 
both,  in  such  a  manner,  as  that  it  could  not 
possibly  be  known.  For  which  purpose 
cochineal  and  oil  of  cloves  were  of  great 
service.  Among  many  nostrums  which  he 
possessed,  th.cre  was  one  for  the  venereal 
disease,  that  brought  hiin  a  good  deal  of 
money;  and  this  he  concealed  so  artfully 
from  mo,  that  I  could  never  learn  its  compo- 
sition ;  but  during  the  eight  months  I  staid  in 
his  service,  he  was  so  unfortunate  in  the  use 
of  it,  that  three  parts  in  four  of  those  who 
took  it  were  fain  to  confirm  the  cure  by  a 
salivation  under  the  direction  of  another  doc- 
tor. This  bad  success,  in  all  appearance,  at- 
tached him  the  more  to  his  specific;  and  be- 
fore I  left  him,  I  may  venture  to  say  ho 
would  have  sooner  renounced  the  Trinily 
(notwithstanding  his  being  a  good  hugonot) 
than  his  confidence  in  the  nevcr-lailing 
power  of  this  remedy. 

Mr  liavement  had  attempted  more  than 
once  to  introduce  a  vegetable  diet  into  his 
family,  by  launching  out  into  the  praise  p' 
roots  and  greens,  and  decrying  the  nsf  a!' 
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flesn,  both  as  a  physician  and  philosopher ; 
but  all  Iiis  rhetoric  conld  not  make  one  proso- 
yte  to  his  opinion,  and  even  the  wife  of  his 
oosoin  declared  against  the  proposal.  Whe- 
ther it  was  owing  to  the  little  regard  she 
paid  to  her  husband's  admonition  in  this  par- 
ticular, or  to  the  natural  warmth  of  her  con- 
stitution, I  know  not,  but  this  lady's  passion 
became  every  day  more  and  more  violent, 
till  at  last  she  looked  npon  decency  as  an 
unnecessary  restraint;  and  one  afternoon, 
when  her  husband  was  abroad,  and  her 
daughter  gone  to  visit,  ordered  me  to  call  a 
liackney-coach,  in  which  she  and  the  captain 
drove  towards  Covent  Garden.  Miss  came 
home  in  the  evening,  and,  supping  at  her 
usual  hour,  went  to  bed.  About  eleven 
o'clock  my  master  entered,  and  asked  if  his 
wife  was  gone  to  sleep :  upon  which  I  told 
dim,  my  mistress  went  out  in  the  afternoon, 
and  was  not  yet  returned.  This  was  like  a 
clap  of  thunder  to  the  poor  apothecary,  who, 
starting  back,  cried,  '*  Mort  de  ma  vie!  vat 
you  tell  a  me  1  my  vife  not  at  home!"  At 
that  instant  a  patient's  servant  arrived  with 
a  prescription  for  a  draught,  which  my  mas- 
ter taking,  went  into  the  shop  to  make  it  up 
with  his  own  hand.  While  he  rubbed  the 
ingredients  in  a  glass  mortar,  he  inquired  of 
me  whether  or  not  his  wife  went  out  alone  ; 
and  no  sooner  heard  that  she  was  in  company 
with  the  captain,  than,  with  one  blow,  lie 
split  the  mortar  into  a  thousand  pieces,  and, 
grinning  like  the  head  of  a  bass  viol,  exclaim- 
ed, "ah  traitrcsse  !"  It  would  have  been 
i.npossible  for  me  to  have  preserved  my  gra- 
vity a  minute  longer,  when  I  was  happily 
relieved  by  a  rap  nt  ths  doer,  Vvliich  I  open- 
ed, and  perceived  my  niii^tress  coming  out 
of  the  coach  ;  she  flounced  immediately  into 
the  shop,  and  addressed  lior  husband  thus — 
"  I  suppose  you  thought  I  was  lost,  my  dear 
— Captain  O'Donnell  hxs  bc.an  so  good  as  to 
treat  me  with  a  play."  "  Play — play,"  cried 
he,  "  oho  !  yes,  by  gar,  I  believe  vor  prettie 
play."  '♦  Bless  me  !"  said  she,  "  what  is  the 
matter?"  "Vat  de  matter!"  cried  he,  for- 
getting all  his  former  complaisance,  "  by  gar, 
you  be  one  damn  dog's  vife — ventre  bleu  !  me 
vill  show  you  vat  it  is  to  put  one  horn  upon 
mine  head.  Pardieu!  le  Captaine  O'Don- 
nell be  one" Here  the  captain,  who  had 

been  all  the  while  at  the  door  discharging 
the  coach,  entered,  and  said,  with  a  terrible 
voice,  "  D — mme  !  what  am  I  ]"  Mr  Lave- 
ment, ciianging  his  tone,  immediately  sa- 
luted him  with,  "  Oh  serviteur,  monsieur  le 
captniiie,  vous  etes  un  gallant  hoinme — ma 
J'emme  est  fort  obligee."  Then  turning 
about  towards  me,  pronounced  with  a  low 
voice,  "  et  diablement  ohligcantc,  sans 
doute."  "  Harkee,  Mr  I,avemcnt,"  said  the 
captain,  "  I  am  a  man  of  honour,  and  I  bc- 
jeve  you  are  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  be 
oflfended  at  the  civility  I  show  your  wife." 
This  declaration  had  such  an  effect  on  the 


apothecary,  that  he  resumed  all  the  politeees 
of  a  Frenchman  ;  and,  with  the  utmost  pros, 
tration  of  compliment,  assured  the  captain 
that  he  was  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  tho 
honour  he  had  done  his  wife.  Matters  being 
thus  composed,  every  body  went  to  rest. 
Next  day  I  perceived,  through  a  glass  door 
that  opened  from  the  shop  into  the  parlour, 
the  captain  talking  earnestly  to  miss,  who 
heard  him  with  a  look  that  expressed  anger 
mingled  with  scorn  ;  which,  however,  he  at 
last  found  means  to  mollify,  and  sealed  his 
reconciliation  with  a  kiss.  This  circum- 
stance soon  convinced  me  of  the  occasion 
of  the  quarrel :  but,  notwithstanding  all  my 
vigilance,  I  could  never  discover  any  other 
commerce  bet\veen  them.  In  the  mean 
while,  I  iiad  reason  to  believe  I  had  inspired 
one  of  the  maids  with  tender  sentiments  for 
me  ;  and  one  night,  when  I  thought  every 
other  person  in  the  house  asleep,  1  took  the 
opportunity  of  going  to  reap  the  fruits  of  my 
conquest,  her  bedfellow  having  the  day  be- 
fore gone  to  Richmond  to  visit  her  parents. 
Accordingly  I  got  up,  and  (naked  as  I  was) 
explored  my  way  in  the  dark  to  the  garret 
where  she  lay.  I  was  ravished  to  find  the 
door  open,  and  ii;oved  softly  to  her  bedside 
transported  with  the  hope  of  completing  mv 
wishes.  But  what  horrors  of  jealousy  and 
disappointment  did  I  feel,  when  I  found  her 
asleep  fast  locked  in  the  arms  of  a  man, 
whom  I  easily  guessed  to  be  no  other  than 
the  captain's  servant !  I  was  upon  the  point 
of  doing  some  rash  thing,  when  the  noise  of 
a  rat  scratching  behind  the  wainscoat  put 
me  to  flight,  and  I  was  fiiin  to  get  back  to  mv 
own  bed  in  safety.  Whether  this  alarm  had 
disordered  my  mind,  or  that  I  was  led  astray 
by  the  power  of  destiny,  I  know  not ;  but, 
instead  of  turning  to  the  left  hand  when  I 
descended  to  the  second  story,  I  pursued  tho 
contrary  course,  and  mistook  the  young 
lady's  bedchamber  for  my  own.  I  did  not 
perceive  my  mistake  before  I  had  ran  against 
the  bed-posts,  and  then  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  retreat  undiscovered;  for  the  nymph 
being  awake,  felt  my  approach,  and,  with  a 
soft  voice,  bade  me  make  less  noise,  lest  the 
Scotch  booby  in  the  next  room  should  over- 
hear us.  This  hint  was  sufficient  to  inform 
me  of  the  nature  of  the  assignation  :  and  as 
my  passions,  at  any  time  higli,  were  then  in 
a  state  of  exaltation.  I  resolved  to  profit  by 
my  good  fortune.  Without  any  more  cere- 
mony, therefore,  I  made  bold  to  slip  into  bed 
to  this  charmer,  who  gave  me  as  favourable 
a  reception  as  I  could  desire.  Our  conver- 
sation was  very  sparing  on  my  part ;  but  she 
upbraided  the  person  whom  1  represented 
with  his  jealousy  of  me,  whom  she  handled 
so  roughly,  that  my  resentment  had  well 
nigh  occasioned  a  discovery  more  than  once  : 
hut  I  was  consoled  for  her  hatred  of  me  by 
the  revenge  I  enjoyed  in  understanding  from 
her  own  mouth,  that  it  was  now  high  tiim. 
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(0  salve  her  re  putatiun  by  matrimony,  for  slio 
had  reason  to  fearslie  could  not  mucii  longer 
conceal  the  etVocts  of  their  nuitual  intercourse. 
While  1  was  meditating  an  answer  to  this  I 
proposal,  I  hoard  a  noise  in  my  room,  like 
something  heavy  falling  down  upon  the  iloor; 
upo^i  which  1  started  up,  and  creeping  to 
the  door  of  my  chamber,  observed,  by  moon- 
light, a  man  groping  his  way  out ;  so  I  re- 
tired to  one  side  to  let  him  pass,  and  saw 
him  go  down  stairs  as  expeditiously  as  he 
could.     It  was  an  easy  matter  to  divine  that 
this  was  the  captain,  wlio,  having  overslept 
himself,  had  got  up  at  last  to  keep  his  assig- 
nation; and  finding  my  door  open,  had  entered 
my  apartment  instead  of  that  of  his  mistress, 
where  I  supplied  his  place.     But  finding  his 
mistake,  by  falling  over  my  chair,   he   was 
afraid  the  noise  might  alarm  the  family,  and 
for  that  reason  made  OjT,  delaying  the  grati- 
fication of  his  desires  till  another  opportu- 
nity.    By  this   time   I   was   satisfied  ;   and, 
mstead  of  returning  to  the  place  from  whence 
I  came,  retreated  to  my  own  castle,  which  I 
fortified  by  bolting  the  door,  and,  in  the  con- 
gratulation of  my  own  happiness,  fell  asleep. 
But  the  truth  of  this  adventure  could  not 
be  long  concealed  from  my  young  mistress, 
who  ne.xt  day  came  to  an  explanation  with 
the    captain,    upon  his    lamenting   his    last 
night's  disappointment,  and  begging  pardon 
for  the  noise  he  had  made.     Their  mutual 
chagrin,  when  they  came  to  the  knowledge 
cf  what  had  happened,  may  be  easily  conjec- 
tured, though  each  had  a  peculiar  grief  unfelt 
by  the  other;  for  she  was  conscious  of  not 
only  having  betrayed  to  me  the  secrets  of 
her  commerce  with  him,  but  also  of  having 
incensed  me  by  the  freedoms  she  had  taken 
with  my  name,  beyond  a  hope  of  reconcilia- 
tion.    On  the  other  hand,  his  jealousy  sug- 
gested that  her  sorrow  was  all  artifice,  and 
that  I  had  supplied  his  place  with  her  own 
privitv   and   consent.      T'hat  such  was   the 
situation  of  their  thoughts  will  appear  in  the 
sequel  ;  for  that  very  day  she  came  into  the 
shop,  where  I  was  alone,  and  fixing  her  eyes, 
swimming  in  tears,  upon  me,  sighed  most 
piteously  :  but  I  was  proof  against  her  dis- 
tress, by  recollecting  the  epithets  with  which 
she  had  honoured  me  tlie  night  before  ;  and 
believing  that  the  good  reception  I  enjoyed 
was  destined  for  another,  I  therefore  took 
no  notice  of  her  aflliction,  and  she  had  the 
mortification   to  find    her   disdain    returned 
fourfold.      However,  from   thence   forward 
she  thought  proper  to  use  me  with  more  com- 
plaisance than  usual,  knowing  that  it  was  in 
my  power  at  any  time  to  publish  her  shame. 
By  these  means  my  life  became  much  more 
agreeable  (though  I  never  could  prevail  upon 
mvself  to  repeat  my  nocturnal  visit),  and, 
as  1  every  day  imp  -oved  in  my  knowledge 
of  the  town,  I  shook  off  my  awkward  air  by 
degrees,  and  acquired  the  character  of  a  po- 
flte  journeyman  apothecary. 
51 
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I  am  asscnilled  and  dangerously  wounded — 
suspect  O'Donnell,  and  am  confirmed  in 
my  opinion — concert  a  scheme  of  revenge, 
and  put  it  in  execution — 0'Don?icU  robs 
his  owfi  servant,  and  disappears — I  make 
■my  addresses  to  a  lady,  and  am  miracu- 
lously delivered  from  her  snare. 

One  night  about  twelve  o'clock,  as  I  return- 
ed from  visiting  a  ])atient  at  Chelsea,  1 
received  a  blow  on  my  head  from  an  unseen 
hand,  that  stretched  me  senseless  on  the 
ground,  and  was  left  for  dead  with  three 
st:>l>3  of  a  sword  in  my  body.  The  groans  I 
uttered,  when  I  recovered  the  use  of  my  rea- 
son, alarmed  the  peojjle  of  a  solitary  alehouse 
that  stood  near  the  spot  where  I  lay,  and 
they  were  humane  enough  to  lake  me  in,  and 
send  for  a  surgeon,  who  dressed  my  wounds, 
and  assured  me  they  were  not  mortal.  One 
of  them  penetrated  though  the  skin  and  mus- 
cles of  one  side  of  my  belly  in  such  a  manner, 
that  doubtless  the  assassin  imagined  he  liad 
run  me  through  the  entails.  The  second 
slanted  along  one  of  my  ribs;  and  the  last, 
which  was  intended  for  the  finishing  stroke, 
having  been  directed  to  my  heart,  the  sword 
snapped  upon  my  breast-bone,  and  the  point 
remained  sticking  in  tiie  skin.  When  I  re- 
fiected  upon  this  event,  I  could  not  persuade 
myself  that  I  had  been  assaulted  by  a  common 
footpad;  because  it  is  not  usual  for  such 
people  to  murder  those  they  rob,  especially 
when  they  meet  with  no  resistance;  and  I 
found  my  money  and  every  thing  else  about 
me  (but  my  carcass)  safe.  I  concluded, 
therefore,  that  I  must  either  have  been  mis- 
taken for  another,  or  obliged  to  the  private 
resentment  of  some  secret  enemy  for  what 
had  happened  ;  and  as  I  could  remember  no- 
body who  had  the  least  cause  of  complaint 
against  me,  excej)t  Captain  O'Donnell  and 
my  master's  daughter,  my  suspicion  settled 
on  them,  though  1  took  care  to  conceal  it, 
that  I  might  the  sooner  arrive  at  confirmation. 
With  tliis  view  I  went  home  in  a  chair  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  as  the  chair- 
man supported  me  into  the  house,  met  tlio 
captain  in  the  passage,  who  no  sooner  saw 
me,  than  he  started  back,  and  gave  evident 
signs  of  guilty  confusion,  which  ho  would 
have  accounted  for  from  the  surprise  occa- 
sioned by  seeing  me  in  such  a  condition.  My 
master,  having  heard  my  story,  condoled  me 
with  a  good  deal  of  sympathy;  and  when  he 
understood  my  wounds  were  not  dangerous, 
ordered  me  to  be  carried  upstairs  to  bed, 
though  not  without  some  oppositir)n  from  his 
wife,  who  was  of  opinion  it  would  be  better 
for  me  to  go  to  an  hospital,  where  I  should 
be  more  carefully  attended.  My  meditation 
was  employed  in  concerting  with  myseif 
some    method  of  revenge   against    Squire 
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O'Donnell  and  his  inamorata,  whom  I  looked 
jpon  a-s  tiie  authors  of  my  misfortune,  when 
miss  (wlio  was  not  at  liome  at  my  arrival) 
entered  my  chamber,  and,  sayinj^  she  was 
sorry  for  the  accident  that  had  befallen  me, 
asked  if  I  suspected  any  body  to  be  the  as- 
sassin; upon  which  I  fixed  my  eyes  6tead- 
fastly  upon  her,  and  answered,  '*  yes,"  She 
discovered  no  symptom  of  confusion  ;  but 
replied  hastily,  "  If  that  be  the  case,  why 
don't  you  take  out  a  warrant  to  have  him 
apprehended !  It  will  cost  but  a  trifle ;  if 
you  have  no  money  I'll  lend  you."  This 
frankness  not  only  cured  me  of  my  suspicion 
with  respect  to  her,  but  even  staggered  my 
belief  with  regard  to  the  captain,  of  whose 
guilt  I  resolved  to  have  further  proof,  before 
I  should  cnterprize  any  thing  in  the  way  of 
revenge.  I  thanked  her  kindly  for  her  gen- 
erous offer,  which,  however,  I  had  no  occa- 
sion to  accept,  boingdeterminedto  do  nothing 
rashly  ;  for  though  I  could  plainly  perceive 
the  person  who  attacked  me  to  be  a  soldier, 
whose  face  I  thought  was  familiar  to  me,  I 
could  not  swear  with  a  safe  conscience  to  any 
])articular  man;  and,  granting  I  could,  my 
])rosecution  of  him  would  not  much  avail. 
This  uncertainty  I  pretended,  lest  the  cap- 
tain, hearing  from  her  that  I  knew  the  per- 
son who  wounded  me,  might  think  proper  to 
withdraw  before  I  could  be  in  a  condition  to 
requite  him.  In  two  days  I  was  up,  and  able 
to  do  a  little  business  ;  so  that  Mr  Lavement 
made  shift  to  carry  on  his  practice,  without 
hiring  anoUier  journeyman  in  my  room. 
The  first  thing  I  attempted  towards  a  certain 
discovery  of  my  secret  enemy,  was  to  get 
into  O'Donnell's  apartment  while  he  was 
abroad  in  an  undress,  and  examine  his  sword, 
the  point  of  which  being  broke  off,  I  applied 
the  fragment  that  was  found  sticking  in  my 
body,  and  found  it  answered  the  fractured 
part  exactly.  There  was  no  room  lefl  for  doubt; 
and  all  that  remained  was  to  fix  upon  a 
scheme  of  revenge,  which  almost  solely  en- 
grossed my  thoughts  during  the  space  of 
eight  nights  and  days.  Sometimes  I  was 
tempted  to  fall  upon  him  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  he  had  practised  upon  me,  and  kill  him 
outright.  But  this  assault  my  honour  oppos- 
ed as  a  piece  of  barbarous  cowardice,  in  which 
he  was  not  to  be  imitated.  At  other  times  I 
entertained  thoughts  of  demanding  satisfac- 
tion in  an  honourable  way;  but  was  diverted 
from  this  undertaking  by  considering  the 
uncertainty  of  the  event,  and  the  nature  of 
the  injury  he  had  done  rne,  which  did  not 
entitle  him  to  such  easy  terms.  At  last  I 
determined  to  pursue  a  middle  course;  and 
actually  put  my  design  in  execution  after  this 
manner.  Having  secured  the  assistance  of 
Strap  and  two  of  liis  acquaintance  whom  ho 
jonid  depend  upon,  we  provided  ourselves 
with  disguises,  and  I  caused  the  following 
otter  lo  be  delivered  to  him  by  one  of  our 
i.ssociares,  in  li  try,  one  Sunday  evening. 


"  Sir, — If  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from 
appearance,  it  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you 
to  hear  that  my  husband  is  gone  to  Bagshct 
to  visit  a  patient,  and  will  not  return  till  to- 
morrow night  ;  so  that  if  you  have  any  thing 
to  propose  to  rne  (as  your  behaviour  on  muiy 
occasions  has  seemed  to  insinuate),  you'wiii 
do  well  to  embrace  the  present  opportunity  of 
seeing  '*  Yours,  &": 

Tins  letter  was  signed  with  the  name  ol 
an  apothecary's  wife  who  lived  in  Chelsea,  ol 
whom  I  had  heard  O'Donnell  was  an  admirer. 
Every  thing  succeeded  to  our  wish.  The 
amorous  hero  hastened  towards  the  place  of 
assignation,  and  was  encountered  by  us  in 
the  very  place  where  he  had  assaulted  me. 
We  rushed  upon  him  all  at  once,  secured  hia 
sword,  stripped  off  his  clothes  even  to  the 
skin,  which  we  scourged  with  nettles  till  he 
was  blistered  from  head  to  foot,  notwithstand- 
iil^  all  the  eloquence  of  his  tears  and  suppli- 
cations. When  I  was  satisfied  with  the  stripes 
I  had  bestowed,  we  carried  off  his  clothes, 
which  we  hid  in  a  hedge  near  the  place,  and 
left  him  stark  naked  to  find  his  way  home  in 
the  best  manner  he  could,  while  I  took  care 
to  be  there  before  him.  I  afterwards  under- 
stood, that  in  his  way  to  the  lodgings  of  a 
friend  who  lived  in  the  skirts  of  the  town,  he 
was  picked  up  by  the  watch,  who  carried  him 
to  the  round-houFO,  from  whence  he  sent  for 
clothes  to  his  lodgings  ;  and  next  morning 
arrived  at  the  door  in  a  chair,  wrapped  up 
in  a  blanket  he  had  borrowed  :  for  his  body 
was  so  sore  and  swelled,  that  he  could  not 
bear  to  be  confined  in  his  wearing  apparel. 
He  was  treated  with  the  utmost  tenderness 
by  my  mistress  and  her  daughter,  who  vied 
with  each  other  in  their  care  and  attendance 
of  him  :  but  Lavement  himself  could  not  for- 
bear expressing  his  joy,  by  several  malicious 
grins,  while  he  ordered  me  to  prepare  an  un- 
guent for  his  sorf  s.  As  to  myself,  nobody 
can  doubt  my  gratification  when  I  had  every 
day  an  opportunity  of  seeing  my  revenge 
protracted  on  the  body  of  my  adversary,  bv 
the  ulcers  of  which  I  had  been  the  cause:  and 
indeed  I  not  only  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of 
having  flayed  him  alive,  but  another  also 
which  I  had  not  foreseen.  The  story  of  his 
being  attacked  and  stripped  in  sucl>a  place 
having  been  inserted  in  the  news,  gave  infor- 
mation to  those  who  found  his  clothes  next 
day  whither  to  bring  them  ;  and  accordingly 
he  retrieved  every  thing  he  had  lost,  except 
a  few  letters,  among  which  was  that  which  I 
had  written  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  apothe- 
cary's wife.  This  and  the  others,  which,  it 
seems,  were  all  on  the  subject  of  love  (for 
this  Hibernian  hero  was  one  of  those  people 
who  are  called  fortune-lmnters),  fell  into  the 
hands  of  a  certain  female  author,  famous  for 
the  scandal  she  has  published,  who,  after 
having  cmbellii-hed  them  with  some  orna. 
mcnts  of  her  own  invention,  gave  them  U 
the  town  in  print      I  was  very  much  shock 
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3d  on  reflcctinpf  that  I  niiijht  possibly  be  the 
occasion  of  a  whole  I'ainil) 'a  uiiliappiiicss,  on 
account  of  tlio  letter  I  had  written;  but  was 
eased  of  that  apprehension,  when  I  under- 
stood  that  the  Chelsea  apotliecary  had  com- 
menced a  law-suit  against  the  priu'er  for  de- 
famation ;  and  looked  upon  tlic  whole  as  a 
piece  of  forgery  committed  by  tlio  author, 
who  had  disappeared.  I?ut  whatever  might 
be  his  o])!nion  of  the  matter,  our  two  ladies 
■cemed  to  entertain  a  dilferent  idea  of  it ;  for, 
as  soon  as  the  pampiilet  appeared,  I  could 
perceive  their  care  of  their  j)atient  consider- 
ably diminish,  until  at  last  it  ended  in  total 
neglect.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  ig- 
norant of  this  change  any  more  that  of  the 
occasion  of  it ;  but  as  he  was  conscious  to 
liimself  of"  having  deserved  worse  than  con- 
tempt at  their  hands,  he  was  glad  to  come 
off  so  cheaply,  and  contented  himself  witli 
muttering  curses  and  tlircats  against  the  apo- 
thecary, who,  as  he  imagined,  having  got  an 
inkling  of  the  appointment  with  his  wife,  had 
taken  revenge  of  him  in  the  manner  described. 
Uy  the  time  he  got  a  new  scarf-skin,  his 
character  was  become  so  notorious,  that  he 
thought  it  higli  time  for  him  to  decamp  ; 
and  liis  retreat  ho  performed  in  one  night, 
without  beat  of  drum,  after  having  robbed  his 
own  servant  of  every  thing  that  belonged  to 
him,  except  the  clothes  he  had  on  his  back. 
A  few  days  after  he  disappeared,  Mr  Lave- 
ment, for  his  own  security,  took  into  custody 
a  lar^e  old  trunk  which  he  had  loft;  and,  as 
it  was  very  heavy,  made  no  question  that  the 
contents  were  sufficient  to  indemnify  him  for 
what  O'DonncU  owed  in  lodging'.  But  a 
month  being  elapsed  without  iiearing  any 
tidings  of  this  adventurer,  and  my  master 
ueing  impatient  to  know  what  t!ie  trunk  con- 
tained, he  ordered  me  to  break  it  open  in  his 
presence,  which  task  I  performed  with  the 
pestle  of  our  great  mortar,  and  discovered,  to 
liis  inexpressible  astonishment  and  mortifi- 
cation, a  heap  of  stone.^i. 

About  this  time,  my  friend  Strap  informed 
me  of  an  offer  lie  had  to  go  abroad  with  a 
gentleman,  in  quality  of  valet-de-chambre, 
and,  at  the  same  time  assured  me,  that  v.'Iiat- 
evcr  advantage  he  might  propose  to  himself 
from  this  prospect,  he  could  not  bear  the 
thoughts  of  parting  from  me,  so  much  was 
he  attached  to  my  fortune.  In  spite  of  all 
the  obligations  I  owed  to  this  poor  honest  fel- 
low, ingratitude  is  so  natural  to  the  heart  of 
man,  that  I  began  to  be  tired  of  his  acquaint- 
since  ;  and  now  that  I  had  contracted  other 
friendships  which  appeared  more  creditable, 
was  even  ashamed  to  see  a  journeyman  bar- 
ber inquiring  after  me  with  the  familiarity  of 
a  companion.  I  therefore,  on  pretence  of 
consulting  his  welfare,  insisted  upon  his  ac- 
cepting the  proposal,  which  he  at  last  dctcr- 
minnd  to  embrace  with  great  reluctance; 
and,  in  few  days  took  hi.s  leave  of  me,  shed- 
dinof  ft  flood  of  tears  v/hich  I  could  not  behold 


without  emotion.  I  now  began  to  look  npoi» 
myself  as  a  gentleman  in  reality — learned  tr» 
dance  of  a  Frenchman  whom  I  had  cured  of 
a  tiishionable  di.stemj)er — frequented  plays 
during  the  holidays — became  the  oracle  of  an 
alehouse,  where  every  dispute  was  referred 
to  my  decision — and  at  length  contracted  an 
acquaintance  with  a  young  lady,  who  found 
means  to  make  a  conquest  of  my  heart,  and 
upon  whom  I  prevailed,  after  much  attendance 
and  solicitation,  to  give  me  a  promise  of 
marriage.  As  this  boautifid  creature  passed 
for  a  rich  heiress,  I  blessed  my  good  fortune, 
and  v/as  actually  on  the  point  of  crowning  all 
my  wishes  by  matrimony,  when  one  morning 
I  went  to  her  lodging,  and  her  maid  being 
abroad,  took  the  privilege  of  a  bridegroom  to 
enter  her  chamber,  where,  to  my  utter  con- 
fusion, I  found  her  in  bed  with  a  man.  Hea- 
ven gave  me  patience  and  presence  of  m>nd 
enough  to  withdraw  immediately;  and  J 
thanked  my  stars  a  thousand  times  for  the 
happy  discovery,  by  which  I  resolved  to  pro- 
fit so  much  as  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of 
marriaire  for  the  future. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Sqnire  Uawlitj  comes  to  Indpce.  with  v\y  mns. 
ter — is  involved  in  a  troublesome  uffair 
— out  of  which  he  is  extricated  hy  me — 
he  marries  my  master's  dait'^hter — they 
conspire  against  me — I  am  found  ifiiilty 
of  theft — discharged — deserted  by  my 
friends — /  hire  a  room  in  St  Giles's — 
inhere  by  accident  I  find  the  lady  to  whom 
I  made  my  addresses  in  a  miserable  con- 
dition— /  relieve  her. 

Whh.k  I  enjoyed  myself  at  large  in  this  tem- 
per of  mind,  Mr  Lavement  let  his  first  floor 
to  my  countryman  and  acquaintance,  Squiro 
Gawky,  who,  by  this  time,  had  got  a  lieu- 
tenancy in  the  army,  and  such  a  martial 
ferocity  in  his  appearance,  that  I  was  afraid 
he  would  remember  what  had  happened  be- 
tween us  in  Scotland,  and  atone  for  his 
breach  of  appointment  then,  by  his  punctu- 
ality now;  but,  whether  he  had  actually  forgot 
me,  or  was  willing  to  make  me  believe  so,  he 
betrayed  not  the  least  symptom  of  recognition 
at  sight  of  me,  and  I  remained  quite  cured 
of  my  apprehension,  though  I  had  occasion, 
not  long  after,  to  be  convinced,  that  nowso- 
ever  his  externals  might  be  altered,  he  was 
at  bottom  the  same  individual  Gawky  whom 
I  have  already  described  ;  for,  coming  home 
late  one  night  from  the  house  of  a  patient,  1 
heard  a»  noise  in  the  street,  and,  as  I  ap- 
proached, I  perceived  two  gentlemen  in  cus- 
tody of  three  watchmen.  The  prisoners, 
who  were  miserably  disfigured  with  dirt, 
complained  bitteriy  of  the  loss  of  their  hats 
and  wigs ;  and  one  of  them,  whom,  by  hi™ 
tongue,  I  knew  to  be  a  Scotchman,  lamented 
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most  piteuusiy,  offering  a  guinea  for  his 
liberty,  which  the  watchman  refused,  alleging 
that  one  of  his  companions  was  wounded 
grievously,  and  that  lie  must  stand  to  the 
consequence.  My  prejudice  in  favour  of  my 
native  country  was  so  strong,  that  I  could 
not  bear  to  see  any  body  belonging  to  it  in 
distress,  and  tlierefore,  with  one  blow  of  my 
fiithful  cudgel,  knocked  down  tlic  watcliman 
who  had  hold  of  the  person  for  whom  I  was 
ciiiefly  concerned.  lie  was  no  sooner  dis- 
engaged, than  he  betook  himself  to  his  heels, 
and  left  me  to  maintain  the  dispute  as  I 
should  think  proper;  and,  indeed,  1  came  off 
hut  scurvily ;  for,  before  I  could  avail  my- 
self  of  my  speed,  I  received  a  blow  on  tlie 
eye  from  one  of  the  other  two,  that  had  well 
nigh  deprived  me  of  the  use  of  that  organ  : 
iiowever,  I  made  shift  to  get  home,  where  I 
was  informed  of  Captain  Gawky's  being  rob- 
bed and  abused  by  a  company  of  footpads, 
and  was  ordered  by  my  master  to  prepare  an 
emollient  glyster  and  paregoric  draught,  in 
order  to  allay  and  compose  the  ferment  of 
his  spirits,  occasioned  by  the  barbarous 
treatment  he  had  undergone,  wliile  he  took 
twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  him  immediate- 
ly. When  I  inquired  into  the  particulars  of 
this  adventure,  and  understood,  by  the  ser- 
vant, that  he  came  in  just  before  me,  without 
hat  and  wig,  1  made  no  scruple  of  believing 
aim  to  be  the  person  I  had  released,  and  was 
ronfirmed  in  my  belief  upon  hearing  his 
k'oice,  to  which,  before  that  event,  1  had 
been  so  long  a  stranger.  My  eye  being  con- 
siderably swelled  and  inflamed,  I  could  not 
reflect  upon  my  enterprise  witliout  cursing 
my  own  folly,  and  even  resolving  to  declare 
the  truth  of  the  whole  story,  in  order  to  bo 
revenged  on  the  cowardly  wretch  for  whom 
I  had  suffered  :  accordingly,  next  day,  after 
he  had  told,  in  presence  of  my  master,  his 
wife,  and  daughter,  who  came  to  visit  him, 
a  thousand  liefs  concerning  the  prowess  he 
had  shown  in  making  his  escape,  I  ventured 
{.0  explain  the  myatery,  and,  calling  in  the 
evidence  of  my  contused  eye,  upbraided  him 
with  cowardice  and  ingratitude.  Gawky 
was  so  astonished  at  this  discourse,  that  he 
could  not  an.swer  one  word  :  and  the  rest  of 
the  company  stared  at  one  another,  till  at 
length  my  mistress  reprimanded  me  for  my 
insolent  behaviour,  and  threatened  to  turn 
me  away  for  my  presumption.  Upon  wliich, 
Gawky  (having  recollected  himself)  observed, 
as  the  young  man  might  have  mistaken 
another  person  for  iiim,  he  could  forgive  his 
insinuations,  more  espec  ally  as  he  seemed 
to  have  suffered  for  his  civility  :  but  advised 
uie  to  be  more  certain  in  my  conjectures  for 
the  future,  before  I  'entured  to  publish  them 
to  the  prejudice  of  any  man.  Miss  applaud- 
ed the  captain's  generosity  in  pardoning  one 
who  had  so  villanously  aspersed  him,  and  I 
ncgan  to  imagine  her  praise  was  not  at  all 
diemTerested.      But    the   ajjothecary,   who, 


perhaps,  had  more  penetration,  or  less  par. 
tiality  than  his  wife  and  daughter,  differed 
from  them  in  his  sentiments  of  the  matter 
and  expressed  himself  to  me  in  the  shop  in 
this  manner: — "Ah  mon  pUuvre  Roderique! 
you  avemore  of  de  vcracite  dan  of  de  pru- 
dence  hot  mine  vifo  and  datcr  be  diable- 

ment  sage,  and  monsieur  le  capitaine  un 
faufaron,  pardiuu  !"  This  eulogium  on  his 
wife  and  daughter,  though  spoken  ironically 
by  him,  was  nevertheless  literally  just;  by 
espousing  the  cause  of  Gawky,  the  one 
obliged  a  valuable  lodger,  and  the  other  ac- 
quired a  husband  at  a  juncture  when  one  waa 
absolutely  necessary;  for  the  young  lady 
finding  the  effects  of  her  correspondence 
with  O'Donnell  becoming  plainer  and  plain- 
er every  day,  insinuated  herself  so  artfully 
into  the  affection  of  this  new  lodger,  that  ir 
less  than  a  fortnight,  on  pretence  of  going 
to  a  play,  they  drove  away  together  to  the 
Fleet,  where  they  were  coupled;  from  thence 
removed  to  a  bagnio,  where  the  marriage 
was  consummated,  and  in  the  morning  came 
home,  when  they  asked  her  father's  and 
mother's  blessing.  The  prudent  parents, 
notwithstanding  the  precipitation  with  which 
the  match  was  carried  on,  did  not  think  lit 
to  refuse  their  approbation  ;  for  the  apothe 
cary  was  not  ill  pleased  to  find  his  daughtei 
married  to  a  young  man  of  a  good  prospect 
who  had  not  mentioned  to  him  one  syllable 
on  the  article  of  her  dowry  ;  and  his  wife 
was  rejoiced  at  being  rid  of  a  rival  in  her 
gallants,  and  a  spy  upon  her  pleasures.  •  Noi 
was  1  v/ithout  self-enjoyment  at  this  event, 
when  I  reflected  on  the  revenge  I  had  unwit- 
tingly taken  upon  my  enemy,  by  making' 
him  a  cuckold  by  anticipation.  But  I  little 
dreamed  what  a  storm  of  mischief  was  brew- 
ing against  me,  whilst  I  thus  indulged  rny- 
self  Whatever  face  Gawky  put  on  the 
matter,  my  discovery  of  the  adventure  before 
related,  and  the  reproaches  I  vented  against 
him,  had  stung  him  to  the  soul,  and  cherished 
the  seeds  of  enmity  so  strongly  in  his  breast, 
that  he  (it  seems)  imparted  his  indignation 
to  his  wife,  who  being  as  desirous  as  him- 
self to  compass  the  ruin  of  one  that  not  only 
slighted  her  caresses,  but  was  able  on  any 
occasion  to  discover  particulars  not  at  all 
advantageous  to  lier  character,  readily  joined 
in  a  conspiracy  against  me,  which,  had  i\ 
taken  effect  as  they  expected,  would  infal- 
libly have  brought  me  to  an  ignominious 
death. 

My  master  having  several  times  missed 
large  quantities  of  medicines,  of  which  I 
could  give  no  account,  at  last  lost  all  patience, 
and  in  plain  terms  taxed  me  with  having 
embezzled  them  for  my  own  use.  As  I  could 
only  oppose  my  single  assevera.ion  to  hia 
suspicion,  he  told  me  one  day, — "By  gar, 
your  vord  not  be  give  me  dc  satisfaction— 
me  hnd  nccessaire  to  chcrchcr  for  my  medi- 
cine, pardonnez  moi — il  faut  chercbcr — 3»> 
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demand  le  clet'otyowr  collre  a  cette  heure." 
Tlien  raisiiiij  )iis  voice  to  conceal  tlie  fright 
he  was  in,  lest  I  slioiild  make  any  opposition, 
lie  wout  on, — "  oui,  loutre,  1  chiir^rc;  you 
ronde*.  le  clef  ol"  your  cotl're — niui — tii,  moi 
que  vous  j);irie."  I  was  tired  with  so  much 
resentment  and  disdain  at  this  accusation, 
that  1  Durst  into  tears,  which  he  took  for  a 
Hipi  oi'^'uilt ;  and  pullinjr  out  a  key,  told  him 
he  might  satisfy  himself  immediately,  tliough 
he  would  not  fnid  it  so  easy  to  satisfy  me 
for  the  injury  my  reputation  had  suffered 
from  his  unjust  suspicion.  lie  took  tiie  key, 
and  mounted  np  to  my  chamber,  attended  by 
the  whole  family  ;  saying, — "  he  bien,  nous 
verrons — nous  verrons."  But  what  was  my 
horror  and  amazement,  when,  on  opening 
my  chest,  he  pulled  out  a  handful  of  the 
very  things  that  were  missing,  and  pronoun- 
ced,— •'  All  ha !  vous  etes  bien  venus — 
mardie  Mons.  Roderique,  you  be  fort  inno- 
cent." I  had  not  power  to  utter  one  word  in 
my  own  vindication,  but  stood  motionless 
and  silent,  v.'hile  every  body  present  made 
rheir  respective  remarks  on  what  appeared 
against  me.  The  servants  said  they  were 
sorry  for  my  misfortune,  and  went  away 
repeating,  "  who  would  have  thought  it!" 
My  mistress  took  occasion  from  this  detec- 
tion to  rail  against  the  practice  of  employing 
strangers  in  general ;  and  Mrs  Gawky,  atler 
having  observed  that  she  never  had  a  good 
opinion  of  my  tidelity,  proposed  to  have  me 
carried  before  the  justice,  and  committed  to 
Newgate  immediately.  Iler  husband  was 
actually  upon  the  stairs  in  his  way  f^-.r-  a 
constable,  when  Mr  Lavement,  knowing  the 
cost  and  trouble  of  a  prosecution,  to  which 
lie  must  bind  liimselt',  and  at  the  same  time 
dreading  lest  some  particulars  of  my  con- 
fession might  affect  his  practice,  called  out, 
— "  Restez,  men  fiis!  restez,  it  be  veritable- 
ment  one  grand  crime  wliich  dis  pauvre 
diable  have  committed — hot  pcutctrc  de  good 
God  give  him  de  penitence,  and  me  vil  not 
have  upon  mine  head  de  blood  of  one  sinner." 
The  captain  and  his  lady  used  all  the  christ- 
ian arguments  their  zeal  could  suggest,  to 
prevail  on  the  apothecary  to  pursue  me  to 
destruction,  and  represented  the  injustice  he 
did  to  the  community  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  in  letting  a  villain  escape,  who 
would  not  fail  of  doing  more  mischief  in  the 
world,  when  lie  should  reflect  on  his  coming 
off  so  easily  now.  But  thoir  eloquence 
made  no  impression  on  my  master,  who, 
turning  to  me,  said,_-"Go,  miserable,  go 
from  mine  liouse,  quick,  quick — and  make 
reparation  for  your  mauvaise  actions."  By 
'.his  time,  my  indignation  had  roused  me 
'rom  the  stupefaction  in  which  I  had  hitherto 
'cniained,  and  I  began  in  this  manner. — 
"  Sir,  appearances,  1  own,  condemn  me  ;  but 
you  arc  imposed  upon  as  much  as  I  am 
abused — I  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  ran- 
cour of  that  scoundrel,"  pointing  at  Gawky, 
4  B*  "il* 


"  who  has  found  means  to  convey  your  goods 
hither,  that  the  detection  of  .iieni  niigli 
blast  my  reputation,  and  accomplish  my  de- 
struction. His  hatred  of  mo  is  owing  to  a 
consciousness  of  iiis  having  wronged  me  in 
my  own  country;  for  which  injury,  he,  in  a 
cowardly  manner,  refused  me  the  satisfaction 
of  a  gentleman  ;  he  knows,  moreover,  that  I 
am  no  stranger  to  his  dustardly  behaviour  m 
tills  town,  which  I  have  recounted  before  ; 
and  he  is  unwilling  that  such  a  testimony  of 
his  ingratitude  and  pusillanimity  should  "live 
upon  the  earth  :  for  this  reason  he  is  guilty 
of  the  most  infernal  malice  to  bring  about 
my  ruin.  And  I  am  afraid,  madam  (turning 
to  Mrs  Gawky),  "  you  have  too  easily  entered 
into  the  sentiments  of  your  husband.  I 
have  ollen  found  you  my  enemy,  and  am 
well  acquainted  with  the  occasion  of  youi 
being  so,  which  I  don't  at  present  think  pro 
per  to  declare  ;  but  I  would  not  advise  you, 
for  your  own  sake,  to  drive  me  to  extremity." 
This  address  enraged  her  so  much,  that, 
with  a  face  as  red  as  scarlet,  and  the  eyes 
of  a  fury,  she  strutted  up  to  me,  and  putting 
her  hands  on  her  sides,  spit  in  my  face, 
saying,  I  was  a  scandalous  villain,  but  she 
defied  my  malice;  and  that,  unless  her  papa 
would  prosecute  me  like  a  thief,  as  I  was, 
she  would  not  stay  another  night  under  his 
roof  At  the  same  time.  Gawky,  assuming  a 
big  look,  told  me,  he  scorned  what  lies  I 
could  invent  against  him ;  but  that,  if  I  pre- 
tended to  asperse  his  wife,  he  would  put  me 
to  death,  by  G — d.  To  this  threat  I  answer- 
ed,— "  I  wish  to  God,  I  could  meet  witl- 
thee  in  a  desert,  that  I  might  have  an  oppor 
tunity  of  punishing  thee  for  thy  perfidy  to 
wards  me,  and  rid  the  world  of  such  a  rasca. 
— What  hinders  me  this  moment,"  said  I, 
seizing  an  old  bottle  that  stood  by,  "  from 
doing  myself  that  justice  !"  I  had  no  sooner 
armed  myself  in  this  manner,  than  Gawky 
and  his  father-in-law  retired  in  such  a  hurry, 
that  the  one  overturned  the  other,  and  they 
rolled  together  down  stairs  ;  while  my  mis- 
tress swooned  away  with  fear ;  and  her 
daughter  asked  if  I  intended  to  murder  her  ! 
I  gave  her  to  understand  that  nothing  was 
farther  from  my  intention ;  that  I  would 
leave  her  to  the  stings  of  her  own  conscience, 
but  was  firmly  resolved  to  slit  her  husband'3 
nose,  whenever  fortune  should  offer  a  conve- 
nient opportunity.  Then  going  down  stairs, 
I  met  Lavement  coming  up,  trembling,  with 
a  pestle  in  his  hand,  and  Gawky  behind, 
armed  with  liis  sword,  pushing  him  forward. 
I  demanded  a  parley,  and  having  assured 
them  of  my  pacific  disposition.  Gawky  ex- 
claimed,— "  Ah  !  villain  !  you  have  killed  my 
dear  wife."  And  the  apothecary  cried, — 
"Ah  coqiiin  !  vere  is  my  sliild!"  "The 
lady,"  said  I,  "  is  above  stairs,  unhurt  by 
me,  and  will,  a  few  months  hence,  I  believe, 
reward  your  concern."  Here  she  called  to 
them,  and  desired  thoy  would  let  the  wretch 
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fo,  and  trouble  themselves  no  further  about 
liim.  To  wliich  request  her  father  con- 
sented, observing,  nevertheless,  that  my  con- 
versation was  fort  mysterieuse.  Fmding  it 
impossible  to  vindicate  my  innocence,  I  left 
tlie  house  immediately,  and  went  to  the 
echoolmaster,  with  an  intention  of  clearing 
;nyself  to  him,  and  asking  his  advice  with 
regard  to  my  future  conduct :  but,  to  my  in- 
expressible vexation,  was  told  he  was  gone 
10  the  country,  where  he  would  stay  two  or 
three  days.  I  returned  with  a  design  of  con- 
sulting some  acquaintances  I  had  acquired  in 
my  master's  neighbourhood;  but  my  story  had 
taken  air,  through  the  otBciousness  of  the 
servants,  and  not  one  of  my  friends  would 
vouchsafe  me  a  hearing.  Thus  I  found  my- 
self, by  the  iniquity  of  mankind,  in  a  much 
more  deplorable  condition  than  ever :  for 
tliough  I  iiad  been  formerly  poor,  my  repu- 
tation was  without  blemish,  and  my  health 
unimpaired  till  now  ; — but  at  present,  my 
good  name  was  lost,  my  money  gone,  my 
friends  were  alienated,  my  body  was  infected 
by  a  distemper  contracted  in  the  course  of 
an  amour,  and  my  faithful  Strap,  who  alone 
could  yield  me  pity  and  assistance,  absent  I 
knew  not  where. 

The  first  resolution  I  could  take  ni  this 
melancholy  conjecture,  was  to  remove  my 
clothes  to  the  house  of  the  person  with  whom 
I  had  formerl\  lodged,  where  I  remained 
two  days,  in  hopes  of  getting  another  place, 
by  the  interest  of  Mr  Concordance,  to  whom 
^I  made  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  vindicate 
my  character  ;  but  in  this  supposition  I  reck- 
oned without  my  host,  for  Lavement  took 
care  to  be  beforehand  with  me  ;  and  when  I 
attempted  to  explain  the  whole  affair  to  the 
schoolmaster,  I  found  him  so  prepossessed 
against  me,  that  he  would  scarce  hear  me  to 
an  end ;  but  when  I  had  finished  my  justifi- 
cation, shook  his  head,  and  beginning  with 
his  usual  exclamation, — "  O  C — st !"  said 
he,  "  that  won't  go  down  with  rne.  I  am 
very  sorry  I  should  have  the  misfortune  of 
bemg  concerned  in  the  affair,  but,  however,  ! 
shall  be  more  cautious  for  the  future.  I 
will  trust  no  man  from  henceforward — no, 
not  my  father  who  begat  me — nor  the  brother 
who  lay  with  me  in  my  mother's  womb. 
Should  Daniel  rise  from  the  dead,  I  would 
think  him  an  impostor,  and  were  the  genius 
of  Truth  to  appear,  would  question  its  vera- 
city." I  told  him,  that  one  day  it  was  pos- 
sible he  might  be  convinced  of  the  injury  I 
had  suffered,  and  repent  of  his  premature 
determmation.  To  wliich  remark  he  an- 
swered, the  proof  of  my  innocence  would 
make  his  bowels  vibrate  with  joy; — "but 
till  that  shall  happen,"  continued  he,  "  I 
must  beg  to  have  no  manner  of  connexion 
with  you — my  reputation  is  at  stake — O  my 
good  God!  I  shall  be  looked  upon  as  your  ac- 
complice and  .abettor — people  will  say  Jona- 
\nan  Wild  was  but  a  type  of  me — boys  will 


hoot  at  me  as  I  pass  along,  and  the  cind«l 

wenches  belch  forth  reproaches,  wafled  in  a 
gale  impregnated  with  gin;  I  shall  be  notorious 
— the  very  butt  of  slander  and  cloak  of  infa- 
my." 1  was  not  in  a  humour  to  relish  the 
climax  of  expressions  upon  which  the  gentle- 
man valued  himself  in  all  his  discourses  ,  but, 
without  any  ceremony,  took  my  leave,  c.irsed 
with  every  sentiment  of  horror  which  my 
situation  could  suggest.  I  considered,  how- 
ever, in  the  intervals  of  my  despondence, 
that  I  must  in  some  shape  suit  my  expense 
to  my  calamitous  circumstances ;  and  with 
that  view  hired  an  apartment  in  a  garret 
near  St  Giles's  at  the  rate  of  9d.  per  week. 
Here  I  resolved  to  perform  my  own  cure, 
having  first  pawned  three  shirts  to  purchase 
medicmes  and  support  for  the  occasion. 

One  day  when  1  sat  in  this  solitary  retreat, 
musing  upon  the  unhappine.^s  of  my  fate,  I 
was  alarmed  by  a  groan  that  issued  from  a 
chamber  contiguous  to  mine,  into  wliich  I 
immediately  ran,  and  found  a  woman  stretch- 
ed on  a  miserable  truckle  bed,  without  any 
visible  signs  of  life.  Having  applied  a 
smelling-bottle  to  her  nose,  the  blood  began 
to  revisit  her  cheeks,  and  she  opened  her 
eyes;  but,  good  heavens!  what  were  the 
emotions  of  my  soul,  when  I  discovered  her 
to  be  the  same  individual  lady  who  had  tri- 
umphed over  my  heart,  and  to  whose  fate  I 
had  almost  been  inseparably  joined  !  Her 
deplorable  situation  filled  my  breast  with 
compassion  ;  and  every  tender  idea  reviving 
in  my  imagination,  I  flew  into  her  embrace. 
She  knew  mo  immediately  ;  and,  straining 
me  gently  in  her  arms,  shed  a  torrent  of 
tears,  which  I  could  not  help  increasing.  At 
length,  casting  a  languishing  look  at  me, 
she  pronounced,  with  a  feeble  voice, — "  Dear 
Mr  Random,  I  do  not  deserve  this  concern 
at  your  hands.  I  am  a  vile  creature,  who 
had  a  base  design  upon  your  person  ;  suffer 
me  to  expiate  that  and  all  my  other  crimes 
by  a  miserable  death,  which  will  not  fail  to 
overtake  me  in  a  few  hours."  I  encouraged 
her  as  much  as  I  could  ;  told  her  I  forgave 
all  her  intentions  with  regard  to  me  ;  and 
that,  although  my  circumstances  were  ex- 
tremely low,  I  would  share  my  last  farthing 
with  her.  In  the  mean  time,  I  begged  to 
know  the  immediate  cause  of  that  fit  from 
which  she  h.ad  just  recovered,  and  said  I 
would  endeavour  by  my  skill  to  prevent  any 
more  such  attacks.  She  seemed  very  much 
affected  with  this  expression,  took  mv  hand, 
and  pressed  it  to  her  lips,  saying,  "  You  are 
too  generous! — I  wish  I  could  live  to  express 
mv  gratitude:  but  alas  !  I  perish  for  want." 
Then,  shutting  her  eyes,  she  relapsed  into 
another  swoon.  Such  extremity  of  distress 
must  have  awakened  the  most  obdurate  heart 
to  sympathy  and  compassion.  What  effect, 
then,  must  it  hnve  had  on  mine,  that  was  na- 
turally prone  to  every  tender  passion?  1 
ran  down  stairs,  and  sent  my  landlady  to  t 
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rhemist'9  shop  for  pome  cinnamon  water  ; 
Ti-hile  I,  returning  to  this  unfortunate  crea- 
ture's chamber,  used  all  the  means  in  my 
power  to  hnncr  her  to  herself.  This  aim, 
with  nukii  ditficulty,  I  accomplished,  and 
made  her  drink  a  glass  of  the  cordial  to  re- 
cruit her  spirits;  then  I  prepared  a  little 
mulled  red  wine  and  a  toast,  which  having 
taken,  she  foimd  herself  thoroughly  revived, 
and  informed  me,  that  sh.e  had  not  tasted 
food  for  eight-and-forty  hours  before.  As  I 
was  impatient  to  know  the  occasion  and 
nature  of  her  calamity,  she  gave  me  to  un- 
derstand, thai  she  was  a  woman  of  tlic  tov.'n 
by  profession  :  that,  in  the  course  of  her  ad- 
v<;ntures,  she  found  herself  dangerously  in- 
fected with  a  distemper  to  which  all  of  her 
class  are  particularly  subject :  that  her  mal- 
ady gaining  ground  every  day,  she  became 
loathsome  to  herself,  and  offensive  to  others  ; 
when  she  resolved  to  retire  to  some  obscure 
corner,  where  she  nnight  be  cured  with  as 
little  noise  and  expense  as  possible :  that 
she  had  accordingly  chosen  tliis  place  of  re- 
treat, and  put  herself  into  the  hands  of  an 
advertising  doctor,  who,  having  fleeced  her 
of  all  the  money  she  had,  or  could  procure, 
left  her  three  days  ago  in  a  worse  condition 
than  that  in  which  he  found  her:  that,  ex- 
cept the  clothes  on  her  back,  she  had  pawn- 
ed or  sold  every  thing  that  belonged  to  her, 
to  satisfy  that  rapacious  quack,  and  quiet 
the  clamour  of  her  landlady,  who  still  per- 
sisted in  her  threats  to  turn  her  out  into  the 
Btreet.  After  having  moralized  upon  these 
particulars,  I  proposed  that  she  should  lodge 
in  the  same  room  witli  me,  an  expedient 
that  would  save  some  money ;  and  assured 
her  I  would  undertake  her  cure  as  well  as 
my  own,  during  which  she  should  partake 
of  all  the  conveniences  that  I  could  afford  to 
myself.  She  embraced  my  offer  with  un- 
feigned acknowledgement ;  and  I  began  to 
put  it  in  practice  immediately.  I  found  in 
her  not  only  an  agreeable  companion,  whose 
conversation  greatlj'  alleviated  my  chagrin, 
but  also  a  careful  nurse,  who  served  me  with 
the  utmost  fidelity  and  affection.  One  dav, 
while  I  testified  my  surprise  that  a  woman 
of  her  beauty,  good  sense,  and  education 
(for  see  had  a  large  portion  of  each),  could 
be  reduced  to  such  an  infamous  and  misera- 
ble way  of  life  as  that  of  a  prostitute, — she 
answered  with  a  sigh, — "  These  very  advan- 
tages were  the  cause  of  my  undoing."  This 
remarkable  reply  inflamed  my  cunnsity  to 
Buch  a  degree,  that  I  begged  she  would  fa- 
vour me  with  the  particulars  of  her  storj', 
fcnd  she  complied  in  these  words. 


CHAPTER   XXII. 

The  history  of  Miss  Williams. 

Mv  father  was  an  eminent  merchant  in  the 


city,  who  liaving,  in  the  course  of  trade,  suf- 
fered  very  considerable  losses,  retired  in  his 
old  age,  with  his  wife,  to  a  small  estate  in  tlie 
country,  which  he  had  purchased  with  the 
remains  of  hi.«  fortune.  At  that  time  I,  being 
but  eight  years  of  age,  was  left  in  town  for 
the  convenience  of  education,  boarded  with 
an  aunt,  who  was  a  rigid  presbyteriau,  anti 
who  confined  rr^c  so  closely  to  what  she  call- 
ed the  duties  of  religion,  that  in  time  I  grew 
weary  of  her  doctrines,  and,  by  degrees,  con- 
ceived an  aversion  for  the  good  books  she 
daily  recommended  to  my  perusal.  As  I  in- 
creased in  age,  and  appeared  with  a  ])orson 
not  disagreeable,  [contracted  a  good  deol  of 
acquaintance  among  my  own  sex,  one  of 
whom,  after  having  lamented  the  restraint  I 
was  under  from  the  narrowness  of  my  aunt's 
sentiments,  told  me  I  must  now  throw  off  the 
prejudices  of  opinion  imbibed  under  her  in- 
fluence and  example,  and  learn  to  think  for 
myself;  for  which  purpose  slie  advised  me  to 
read  Shaftesbury,  Tindal,  Hobbes,  and  all  the 
books  that  are  remarkable  for  their  deviation 
from  the  old  way  of  thinking,  and,  by  com- 
paring one  with  another,  I  should  soon  be 
able  to  form  a  system  of  my  osvn.  I  followed 
her  advice :  and,  whether  it  was  owing  to  my 
prepossession  against  what  I  had  formerly 
read,  or  the  clearness  of  argument  in  these 
my  new  instructors,  I  know  not,  but  I  studied 
them  with  pleasure,  and  in  a  short  time  be- 
came a  professed  freethinker.  Proud  of  my 
new  improvement,  I  argued  in  all  companies, 
and  that  with  such  success,  that  I  soon  ac- 
quired the  reputation  of  a  philosopher,  and 
few  people  durst  undertake  me  in  a  dispute. 
I  grew  vain  upon  my  good  fortune,  and  at 
length  pretended  to  make  my  aunt  a  proselyte 
to  my  opinion  ;  but  she  no  sooner  perceived 
my  drift,  than,  taking  the  alarm,  slie  wrote  to 
my  father  an  account  of  my  heresy,  and  con- 
jured him,  as  he  tendered  the  good  of  my  soul, 
to  remove  me  immediately  from  the  danger- 
ous place  where  I  had  contracted  such  sinful 
principles  ;  accordingly,  my  father  ordered 
me  into  the  country,  where  I  arrived  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  my  age ;  and  by  his  com- 
mand, gave  him  a  detail  of  all  the  articles  of 
my  faith,  which  he  did  not  find  so  unreason- 
able as  they  had  been  represented.  Finding 
myself  suddenly  deprivedof  the  company  and 
pleasures  of  the  town,  I  grew  melancholy, 
and  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  relish  my 
situation.  But  solitude  became  every  day 
more  and  more  familiar  to  me:  and  I  con. 
soled  myself  in  my  retreat  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  good  library,  at  such  times  as  I 
was  not  employed  in  the  management  of  the 
family  (for  mv  mother  had  been  dead  three 
years),  in  visiting,  or  some  other  party  of 
rural  diversion.  Having  more  imagiration 
that  judgment,  I  addicted  myself  too  mucli 
to  poetrv  and  romance  ;  and,  in  short,  wan 
looked  upon  as  a  very  extraordinary  person 
by  every  body  in  the  country  where  I  resided. 
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I  Jiad  one  evening  strayed  with  a  book  in  my 
Hand  ijito  a  wood  that  bordered  on  the  high 
road,  at  a  little  distance  from  my  father's 
jiouse,  when  a  certain  drunken  squire  riding 
by  perceived  me,  and  crying, — "Zounds! 
there's  a  ciiarming  creature  !"  aliglited  in  a 
moment,  caught  me  in  his  arms,  and  treated 
me  so  rudely,  that  I  shrieked  as  loud  as  I 
could,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  opposed  his 
Violence  with  all  the  strength  that  rage  and 
resentment  could  inspire.  During  this  strug- 
i;]c,  another  horseman  came  up,  who  seeing 
ri  lady  60  unworthily  used,  dismounted,  and 
ilcw  to  my  assistance.  My  ravishcr,  mad 
\vit,li  disappointment,  or  provoked  with  the 
reproaches  of  the  other  gentleman,  quitted 
me,  and,  running  to  his  horse,  drew  a  pistol 
from  the  saddle,  and  fired  at  my  protector, 
who  happily  receiving  no  damage,  went  up, 
and,  with  the  butt  end  of  his  whip,  laid  him 
prostrate  on  the  ground  before  he  could  use 
the  other,  which  his  antagonist  immediately 
seized,  and  clapping  to  the  squire's  breast, 
tineatened  to  put  him  to  death  for  his  coward- 
ice and  treachery.  In  this  dilemma  I  inter- 
posed, and  begged  his  life,  which  was  granted 
ro  my  request,  sfter  he  had  asked  pardon,  and 
Rwore  his  intention  was  only  to  obtain  a  kiss. 
However,  my  defender  tliought  proper  to  un- 
load the  other  pistol,  and  throw  away  the 
flints,  before  he  gave  him  his  liberty.  This 
courteous  stranger  conducted  me  home, 
where  my  father,  having  learned  the  signal 
service  he  had  done  me,  loaded  him  with  ca- 
resses, and  insisted  on  his  lodging  that  night 
at  our  house.  If  the  obligation  he  had  con- 
ferred upon  me  justly  inspired  me  with  senti- 
ments of  gratitude,  his  appearance  and  con- 
versation seemed  to  entitle  him  to  somewhat 
more.  He  was  about  the  age  of  two-and- 
Iwenty,  among  the  tallest  of  the  middle  size  ; 
bad  chesnut-coloured  hair,  which  he  wore 
tied  up  in  a  riband  ;  a  high  polished  forehead, 
a  nose  inclining  to  the  aquiline,  lively  blue 
eyes,  red  pouting  lips,  teeth  as  white  as  snow, 
and  a  certain  openness  of  countenance — but 
what  need  I  describe  any  more  particulars  of 
his  person]  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  jus- 
tice to  believe  I  do  not  flatter,  when  I  say 
he  was  the  exact  resemblance  of  you;  and,  if 
I  had  not  been  v,-ell  acquainted  with  his  family 
and  pedigree,  I  should  have  made  no  scruple 
of  concluding  that  you  was  his  brother.  He 
spoke  little,  and  seemed  to  have  no  reserve  ; 
for  what  lie  said  was  ingenuous,  sensible  and 
uncommon.  In  short,  said  she,  bursting  into 
tears,  he  was  formed  for  the  ruin  of  our  sex. 
His  behaviour  was  modest  and  respectful; 
but  his  looks  were  so  significant,  that  I  could 
•sasily  observe  he  secretly  blessed  the  occa- 
sion that  introduced  him  to  my  acquaintance. 
We  learned  from  his  discourse  that  he  was 
!he  eldest  son  of  a  wealthy  gentleman  in  the 
n«ighbourhood,  to  whose  naiie  we  were  nc 
strangers ;  that  he  had  been  to  visit  an  ac- 
quaintance in  the  country,  from  whose  house 


he  was  returning  home  when  my  shriek? 
brought  him  to  my  rescue.  All  night  lono 
my  imagination  formed  a  thousand  ridiculous 
expectations.  There  was  so  much  of  knight- 
errantry  in  this  gentleman's  coming  to  the 
relief  of  a  damsel  in  distress,  with  whom  ha 
immediately  became  enamoured,  that  all  I 
had  read  of  love  and  chivalry  recurred  to  my 
fancy,  and  I  looked  upon  myself  as  a  princess 
in  some  region  of  romance,  who,  being  deli  v- 
ered  from  the  power  of  a  brutal  giant  or  sa- 
tyr by  a  generous  Oroondates,  was  bound  in 
gratitude,  as  well  as  led  by  inclination,  to 
yield  my  affections  to  him  without  reserve. 
In  vain  did  I  endeavour  to  chastise  these  fool- 
ish conceits,  by  reflections  more  reasonable 
and  severe.  The  amusing  images  took  full 
possession  of  my  mind,  and  my  dreams  re- 
presented my  hero  sighing  at  my  feet  in  the 
language  of  a  despairing  lover.  Next  morn- 
ing after  breakfast  he  took  his  leave,  when 
my  father  begged  the  favour  of  further 
acquaintance  with  him  ;  to  which  request  he 
replied,  by  a  compliment  to  him,  and  a  look 
to  me  so  full  of  eloquence  and  tenderness, 
that  my  whole  soul  received  the  soft  impress- 
ion. In  a  short  time  he  repeated  his  visit ; 
and,  as  a  recital  of  the  particular  steps  he 
pursued  to  ruin  me  would  be  too  tedious  and 
impertinent,  let  it  suffice  to  say,  he  made  it 
his  business  to  insinuate  himself  into  my  ee- 
teem,  by  convincing  me  of  his  own  good  sense, 
and  at  the  same  time  flattering  my  under- 
standing. This  task  he  performed  in  the 
most  artful  manner,  by  seeming  to  contradict 
me  often  through  misapprehension,  that  I 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  myself 
the  more  to  my  ov.n  honour.  Having  thus 
secured  my  good  opinion,  he  began  to  give  ma 
some  tokens  of  a  particular  passion,  founded 
on  a  .veneration  for  the  qualities  of  my  mind, 
and,  as  an  accidental  ornament,  admired  the 
beauties  of  my  person  ;  till  at  length,  being 
fully  persuaded  of  his  conquest,  he  chose  a 
proper  season  for  the  theme,  and  disclosed 
his  love  in  terms  so  ardent  and  sincere,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  disguise  the  sen- 
timents of  my  heart,  and  he  received  my  ap- 
probation with  the  most  lively  transport. 
After  this  mutual  declaration,  we  contrived 
to  meet  more  frequently,  in  private  interviews, 
where  we  enjoyed  the  conversation  of  one 
another  in  all  the  elevation  of  fancy  and  im- 
patience of  hope  that  r?ciprocal  adoration 
can  inspire.  He  professed  his  honourable  in- 
tentions, of  which  I  made  no  question  ;  la- 
mented the  avaricious  disposition  of  hia 
father,  v/ho  had  destined  him  for  the  arms 
of  another :  and  vowed  eternal  fidelity  with 
such  an  appearance  ofcandour  and  devotion, 
that  I  became  a  dupe  to  his  deceit,  and,  in 
an  evil  hour,  crowned  his  eager  desire  witb 
full  possession.  Cursed  be  the  day  on  which 
I  gave  away  my  innocence  and  peace  for  a  mo- 
mentary  gratification,  which  has  entailed 
upon  m?  such  n^.'sery  and  horrcr!  cursed  be 
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ciy  beauty,  that  first  attracted  tlie  attention 
of  the  seducer  !  cursed  be  my  education,  that, 
by  refining  my  sentiments,  made  my  heart  tlie 
more  susceptible  I  cursed  be  my  good  sense, 
that  fixed  me  to  one  object,  and  taught  me 
tile  preference  I  enjoyed  was  but  my  due ! 
Had  I  been  ugly,  nobody  would  have  tempted 
me  ?  had  I  been  ignorant,  the  charms  of  my 
person  would  not  have  atoned  for  the  coarse- 
ness of  my  conversation  ;  had  I  been  giddy, 
my  vanity  would  have  divided  my  inclina- 
tions, and  my  ideas  would  have  been  so  dif- 
fused, that  I  should  never  have  listened  to  the 
enchantments  of  one  alone. 

But,  to  return  to  my  unfortunate  story;  we 
gave  a  loose  to  guilty  pleasure,  which,  for 
Bome  months,  banished  every  other  concern. 
At  last,  by  degrees,  his  visits  became  less 
frequent,  and  his  behaviour  less  warm  :  I  per- 
ceived his  coldness — my  heart  took  the 
alarm — my  tears  reproached  him — and  I  in- 
sisted upon  the  performance  of  his  promise  to 
espouse  me,  that,  whatever  should  happen, 
my  reputation  migiit  be  safe.  He  seemed  to 
acquiesce  in  my  proposal,  and  left  me  on 
pretence  of  finding  a  proper  clergyman  to 
unite  us  in  the  bands  of  w  edlock.  But,  alas  I 
the  inconstant  had  no  intention  to  return.  I 
waited  a  whole  week  witli  the  utmost  impa- 
tience ;  sometimes  doubting  his  honour,  at 
other  times  inventing  excuses  for  him,  and 
condemning  myself  for  harbouring  the  least 
Buspicion  of  his  faith.  At  length,  I  under- 
Etood  from  a  gentleman  that  dined  at  our 
house,  that  this  perfidious  wretch  was  on  the 
point  of  setting  out  for  London  with  his 
Dride,  to  buy  clothes  for  their  approaching 
nuptials.  Tliis  information  distracted  me  ; 
the  more  so  as  I  found  rnyself  some  months 
gone  with  child,  and  reflected,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  conceal  my  disgrace,  which 
would  not  only  ruin  the  character  1  had  ac- 
quired in  the  countiy,  but  also  bring  the  grey 
hairs  of  an  indulgent  parent  with  sorrow  to 
the  grave.  Rage  took  possession  of  my  soul; 
I  denounced  a  thousand  imprecations,  and 
formed  as  many  schemes  of  revenge  against 
the  traitor  who  had  tmdone  me.  Then  my 
resentment  would  subside  to  silent  sorrow. 
I  recalled  the  tranquillity  I  had  lost,  I  wept 
over  my  infatuation,  and  sometimes  a  ray  of 
hope  would  intervene,  and  for  a  moment 
cheer  my  drooping  heart ;  I  would  revolve 
all  the  favourable  circumstances  of  his  char- 
acter, repeat  the  vows  he  made,  ascribe  his 
absence  to  the  vigilance  of  a  suspicious  father, 
who  compelled  him  to  a  match  his  soul  ab- 
horred, and  comfort  myself  with  the  expec- 
tation of  seeing  him  before  the  thing 
should  be  brought  to  any  terms  of  agreement. 
But  now  vain  was  my  imagination  I  The 
villain  left  nic  without  remorse;  and  in  a 
few  days  the  news  of  the  marriage  was  spread 
all  over  the  countrj'.  My  horror  was  then 
.nconceivable;  and  had  not  the  desire  of  re- 
venge diverted  'he  resolution,  1  should  infal- 


libly have  put  an  end  to  my  miserable  life. 
My  fatlier  observed  the  symptoms  of  my  des- 
pair !  and,  though  I  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve  he  guessed  the  cause,  was  at  a  great 
deal  of  pains  to  seem  ignorant  of  my  atfiic- 
tion,  while  he  endeavoured  with  paternal 
fondness  to  alleviate  my  distress.  I  saw  hia 
concern,  which  increased  my  anguish,  and 
raised  my  fury  against  the  author  of  my  ca- 
lamity to  an  ini|)lacab!e  degree.  Having  fur- 
nished myself  with  a  little  money,  I  made  an 
elopement  from  tiiis  unhappy  parent  in  tlie 
niglit-tinie,  and,  about  break  of  day,  arrived 
at  a  small  town,  from  whence  a  stage-coach 
set  out  for  London,  in  which  I  embarked,  and 
ne.xt  day  alighted  in  town  ;  the  spirit  of  re- 
venge having  supported  me  all  the  way  againiit 
every  other  reflection.  My  first  care  was  to 
hire  a  lodging,  in  which  I  kept  myself  vcr\' 
retired,  having  assumed  a  feigned  name,  that 
my  character  and  situation  might  be  the  bet- 
ter concealed.  It  was  not  long  before  I  found 
out  the  house  of  my  ravisher,  whither  1  im- 
mediately repaired  in  a  transport  of  rage,  de- 
termined to  act  some  desperate  deed  for  the 
satisfaction  of  my  despair,  though  the  liurry 
of  my  spirits  would  not  permit  me  to  concert 
or  resolve  upon  a  particular  plan.  When  I 
demanded  admission  to  Lothario  (so  let  me 
call  him),  I  was  desired  to  send  up  my  na.mc 
and  business  :  but  this  I  refused,  telling  the 
porter  I  had  business  for  his  master's  private 
car.  Upon  W'hich  I  was  conducted  into  a 
parlouruntil  he  should  be  informed  of  my  re- 
quest. There  I  remained  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  when  a  servant  entered,  and  told  rne 
his  master  was  engaged  with  company,  and 
begged  to  be  excused  at  that  tin)e.  My  tern- 
per  could  hold  out  no  longer ;  I  pulled  a 
poniard  from  my  bosom,  where  I  had  con- 
cealed it,  and  rushing  out,  flev/  up  stairs  like 
a  fury,  exclaiming, — "  Where  is  this  perfidi- 
ous villain  !  could  I  once  plunge  this  dagiret 
into  his  false  heart,  I  should  then  die  satis- 
fied." The  noise  I  made  alarmed  not  only 
the  servants,  but  the  company  also,  who, 
hearing  my  threats,  came  forwards  to  the 
staircase  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  I  wan 
seized,  disarmed,  and  withheld  by  two  foot- 
men ;  and,  in  this  situation,  felt  the  most  ex- 
quisite torture  in  beholding  my  undoer  ap- 
proach with  his  young  wife.  I  could  not 
endure  the  sight,  was  deprived  of  my  senses, 
and  fell  into  a  severe  fit,  during  which  I  know 
not  how  I  was  treated  ;  but  when  I  recovered 
the  use  of  reflection,  found  myself  on  a  bed 
in  a  paltry  apartment,  where  I  was  attended 
by  an  old  woman,  who  asked  a  thousand  im- 
pertinent questions  relating  to  my  condition  ; 
and  informed  mo  that  my  behaviour  had 
thrown  the  whole  family  into  confusion  ;  that 
Lothario  affirmed  1  was  mad,  and  proposed 
to  have  me  sent  to  Bedlam  •  but  my  lady 
persuaded  herself  there  was  more  in  my  con- 
duct tlian  he  cared  should  be  known,  and 
had  ta!:en  U>  her  bed  on  bare  suspicion,  hav 
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ing  first  ordered  that  I  should  be  narrowly 
looked  to.  I  heard  all  she  said  without  making 
any  other  reply,  than  desiring  she  would  do  nie 
the  favour  to  call  a  chair  ;  but  this,  slic  told 
me,  could  not  be  done  without  her  nia.ster's 
consent,  which,  however,  was  easily  procur- 
ed, and  I  was  conveyed  to  my  own  lodgings 
in  a  state  of  mind  that  balfles  all  description. 
The  agitation  of  my  thoughts  produced  a 
fe\er,  which  brouglit  on  a  miscarriage  ;  and  I 
believe,  it  is  well  for  my  conscience  that  Hea- 
ven thus  disposed  of  my  burden;  for,  lot  me 
own  to  you  with  penitence  and  horror,  if  I 
had  brought  a  living  child  into  the  world,  my 
frenzy  would  Iiave  prompted  me  to  sacrifice 
the  little  innocent  to  my  resentment  of  the 
father's  infidelity. 

After  this  event  my  rage  abated,  and  my 
hate  became  more  deliberate  and  calm ;  when, 
one  day,  my  landlady  informed  me  that  there 
was  a  gentleman  below  who  desired  to  see 
me,  he  having  something  of  consequence  to 
impart,  which  he  was  sure  would  contribute 
to  my  peace  of  mind.  I  was  exceedingly 
alarmed  at  this  declaration,  which  I  attempt- 
ed to  interpret  a  thousand  ways ;  and  be- 
fore I  came  to  any  determination  he  entered 
my  room,  with  an  apology  for  intruding  upon 
me  against  my  knowledge  or  consent.  I 
surveyed  liim  some  time,  and,  not  being  able 
to  recollect  his  face,  demanded,  with  a  fault- 
ering  accent,  what  his  business  was  with 
me]  Upon  which  he  desired  I  would  give 
him  a  particuhir  audience,  and  he  did  not 
doubt  of  communicating  something  tliat 
would  conduce  to  my  satisfaction  and  repose. 
As  I  thought  myself  sufficiently  guarded 
against  any  violence,  I  granted  his  request, 
and  bid  the  woman  witlidraw.  The  stran- 
ger then  advancing,  gave  me  to  understand 
that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticulars of  my  story,  having  been  informed 
of  them  from  Lotliario's  own  mouth ;  that, 
from  the  time  he  knew  my  misfortunes,  he 
had  entertained  a  detestation  for  the  author 
of  them;  which  had  of  late  been  increased 
and  inflamed  to  a  desire  of  revenge,  by  a 
piece  of  dishonourable  conduct  towards  him  ; 
that,  hearing  of  my  melancholy  situation,  he 
had  come  with  an  intention  of  offering  iiis 
assistance  and  comfort,  and  was  ready  to 
espouse  my  quarrel,  and  forthwith  take  ven- 
geance on  my  seducer,  provided  I  would 
grant  him  one  consideration,  which  he  hoped, 
1  should  see  no  reason  to  refuse.  Had  all 
the  artifice  of  hell  been  employed  in  com- 
posing a  persuasive,  it  could  not  have  had  a 
more  instantaneous  or  favourable  efliect  than 
this  discourse  liad  upon  me.  I  was  trans- 
ported Vi'ith  a  delirium  of  gloomy  joy  ;  I 
hugged  my  companion  in  my  arms,  and 
vowed,  that  if  he  would  make  good  his  pro- 
mise, my  soul  and  body  should  be  at  his  dis- 
posal. The  contract  was  made;  he  devoted 
himself  to  my  revenge,  undertook  to  murder 
Lothario  thai  very  night,  and  to  bring  me  an 


account  of  his  death  before  morning.  Ac 
cordingly,  about  two  of  the  clock,  Ijg  waa 
introduced  to  my  chamber,  and  assured  mo 
my  ])erlidious  lover  was  no  more  ;  that  al 
tliough  he  was  not  entitled  to  such  an  honour 
able  proceeding,  he  had  fairly  challenged  hinc 
to  the  field,  where  he  upbraided  liim  wiib 
his  treachery  towards  me,  for  whom  (he  told 
me)  his  sword  was  drawn,  and  after  a  few 
passes  left  him  weltering  in  ])is  blood.  1 
was  so  savaged  by  my  wrongs,  that  I  de- 
lighted in  tiie  recital  of  this  adventure,  made 
him  repeat  tiie  particulars,  feasted  my  eyes 
with  the  blood  that  remained  on  his  clothes 
and  sword,  and  yielded  up  my  body  as  a  re- 
compense for  the  service  he  had  done  me. 
My  imagination  was  so  engrossed  with  these 
ideas,  tiiat  in  my  sleep  I  dreamed  Lothario 
appeared  before  me,  pale,  mangled,  and 
bloody,  blamed  m}'  rasimess,  protested  his 
innocence,  and  pleaded  his  own  cause  so 
pathetically,  that  I  was  convinced  of  his 
fidelity,  and  waked  in  a  fit  of  horror  and  re- 
morse. My  bed-fellow  endeavoured  to 
soothe,  console,  and  persuade  me  that  I  had 
but  barely  done  justice  to  myself.  I  dropt 
asleep  again,  and  the  same  apparition  re- 
turned to  my  fancy.  In  short,  I  passed  the 
night  in  great  miser}',  and  looked  upon  my 
avenger  with  such  abhorrence,  that,  in  the 
morning,  perceiving  my  aversion,  he  insinu- 
ated there  was  still  a  possibility  of  Lothario's 
recovery  ;  it  was  true  lie  left  him  wounded 
on  the  ground,  but  not  quite  dead;  and  per- 
haps his  hurts  might  not  be  mortal.  At 
these  words  I  started  up,  bade  him  fly  for  in- 
telligence, and,  if  he  could  not  bring  me 
tidings  of  Lothario's  safety,  at  least  consult 
his  own,  and  never  return,  for  I  was  resolved 
to  surrender  myself  to  justice,  and  declare 
all  that  I  knew  of  the  alfair,  that,  if  possible. 
I  might  expiate  my  own  guilt  by  incurring 
the  rigours  of  a  sincere  repentance  and  igno- 
minious death.  He  very  coolly  represented 
the  unreasonableness  of  my  prejudice  against 
him,  wlio  had  done  notliing  but  what  his 
love  of  mc  inspirca,  and  honour  justified : 
that  now  he  had,  r.t  llie  risk  of  his  life,  been 
subservient  to  my  revenge,  I  was  about  t.o 
discard  him  as  an  infamous  agent  occasion- 
ally necessary;  and  that,  even  if  he  should 
be  so  lucky  as  to  bring  news  of  Lothario's 
safety,  it  was  probable  my  former  resent- 
ment might  revive,  and  I  would  upbraid  him 
of  having  failed  in  his  undertaking.  I  assured 
himj  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  should  be 
dealer  to  me  than  over,  as  I  then  should  bo 
convinced  he  acted  more  on  the  principles  of 
a  man  of  honour  than  on  tlioseofa  mercenary 
assassin,  and  scorned  to  take  away  the  l!fe 
of  an  adversary  (how  inveterate  soever) 
which  fortune  had  put  in  his  power.  "  Well 
then,  madam,"  said  lie,  "whatever  may 
have  happened,  I  shall  find  it  no  dilKuult 
matter  to  acquit  myself  in  point  of  honour;' 
and  took  his   leave,  in  order  to  inauire  intc 
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ihe  consoqiiences  of  his  duel.  I  was  now 
more  sensible  than  ever  of  the  dejTrees  of 
ruilt  and  misery;  all  the  aflliction  I  had  suf- 
fered hitherto  was  owing  to  my  own  credu- 
lity and  weakness',  and  my  conscience  could 
not  accuse  nie  o*'  venial  criuics :  but  now 
that  I  looked  upon  myself  as  a  murderer,  it 
is  impossible  to  express  the  terrors  of  my 
imagination,  wliich  was  incessautly  haunted 
by  the  image  of  tlie  deceased,  and  my  bosom 
etung  with  the  most  exquisite  agonies,  of 
which  I  saw  no  end.  At  lengtli  Horatio  (for 
60  1  shall  call  my  keeper)  returned,  and,  tell- 
ing me  I  had  nothing  to  fear,  delivered  into 
my  hands  a  billet,  containing  these  words  : 

"  Madam, — As  I  understand  it  is  of  conse- 
quence to  your  peace,  I  take  this  liberty  to 
infonn  you,  that  the  wounds  received  from 
Horatio  are  not  mortal.  This  satisfaction 
my  humanity  could  not  deny,  even  to  a  per- 
son who  has  endeavoured  to  disturb  tlie  re- 
pose, as  well  as  to  destroy  the  life,  of 

"  Lothario." 

Being  well  acquainted  with  his  hand,  I 
had  no  reason  to  suspect  an  imposition  in 
this  letter,  which  I  read  over  and  over  with 
a  transport  of  joy,  and  caressed  Horatio  so 
much  that  he  appeared  the  happiest  man 
alive.  Thus  was  I  won  from  despair  by  the 
menaces  of  a  greater  mistbrtune  than  that 
which  depressed  me.  Griefs  are  like  usur- 
pers, the  most  powerful  deposes  all  the  rest. 
But  my  raptures  were  not  lasting;  that  very 
letter,  which  in  a  manner  re-established  my 
tranquillity,  in  a  little  time  banished  my 
peace.  Ilis  unjust  reproaches,  while  they 
waked  my  resentment,  recalled  my  former 
happiness,  and  filled  my  soul  with  rage  and 
sorrow.  Horatio,  perceiving  the  situation 
of  my  mind,  endeavoured  to  divert  my  cha- 
grin, by  treating  me  with  all  the  amusements 
and  entertainments  of  the  town.  I  was 
gratified  with  every  indulgence  I  could  de- 
sire, introduced  into  the  company  of  other 
kept-mistresses,  by  whom  an  uncommon  defer- 
ence was  paid  to  me  ;  and  I  began  to  lose 
all  remembrance  of  my  former  condition, 
when  an  accident  brought  it  back  to  my 
view,  with  all  its  interesting  circumstances. 
Diverting  myself  one  day  with  some  news- 
papers, which  I  had  not  before  perused,  the 
following  advertisement  attracted  my  atten- 
tion : — 

*'  Whereas  a  young  gentlewoman  disap- 
peared from  her  father's  house  in  the  county 

of ,  about  the  'end  of  September,  on 

account,  as  is  supposed,  of  some  uneasiness 
of  mind,  and  has  not  been  as  yet  heard  of; 
whoever  will  give  any  information  about  her 

to  Mr  of  Gray's  Inn,  shall  be  hand- 

aomoly  rewarded ;  or  if  she  will  return  to 
the  arms  of  her  disconsolate  parent,  she  will 
je  received  with  the  utmost  tenderness, 
whatever  reason  she  may  have  to  think  other- 
wise, and  may  be  the   means   of  prolonging 


the  life  of  a  father,  already  weighed   down 
almost  to  the  grave  with  age  and  sorrow." 

Tins  pathetic  remonstrance  had  such  an 
effect  on  me,  that  I  was  fully  resolved  to  re- 
turn, like  the  prodigal  son,  and  implore  the 
forgiveness  of  him  who  gave  me  life  ;  but, 
alas!  upon  inquiry,  I  found  he  had  paid  hi.'i 
debt  to  nature  a  month  before,  lamenting  my 
absence  to  his  last  hour,  having  left  Jiis  for- 
tune to  a  stranger,  as  a  mark  of  his  resent- 
ment of  my  unkind  and  undutit'ul  behaviour. 
I'enetrated  witli  remorse  on  this  occasion,  1 
sunk  into  the  most  profound  melancholy,  and 
considered  myself  as  tlie  immediate  cause  oi 
his  death.  I  lost  all  relish  for  company, 
and  indeed  most  of  my  acquaintance  no 
sooner  perceived  my  change  of  temper  than 
they  abandoned  me.  Horntio,  disgusted  at 
mv  insensibility,  or,  which  is  more  probable, 
cloyed  with  possession,  became  colder  and 
colder  every  day,  till  at  last  he  left  me  alto- 
gether, without  making  any  apology  for  his 
conduct,  or  securing  me  against  the  miseries 
of  want,  as  a  man  of  honour  ought  to  have 
done,  considering  the  share  he  had  in  my 
ruin  ;  for  I  afterwards  learned  that  the  quar- 
rel between  Lothario  and  iiim  was  a  &tory 
trumped  up  to  rid  the  one  of  my  importuni- 
ties, and  give  the  other  the  enjoyment  of  my 
person,  which,  it  seems,  he  lusted  after,  upon 
seeing  me  at  the  house  of  my  seducer.  Re- 
duced to  this  extremity,  I  cursed  my  own 
simplicity,  uttered  horrid  imprecation? 
against  the  treachery  of  Horatio;  and,  as  I 
became  every  day  more  familiarized  to  the 
loss  of  innocence,  resolved  to  be  revenged 
on  the  sex  in  general,  by  practising  their 
own  arts  upon  themselves.  Nor  was  an 
opportunity  long  wanting;  an  old  gentlewo- 
man, under  pretence  of  sympathizing,  visited 
me,  and,  after  having  condoled  me  on  iny 
misfortunes,  and  professed  a  disinterested 
friendship,  began  to  display  the  art  of  her 
occupation  in  encomiums  on  my  beauty,  and 
invectives  against  the  wretch  who  had  for- 
saken mo;  insinuating,  withal,  that  it  would 
be  my  own  fault  if  I  did  not  still  make  my 
fortune  by  the  extraordinary  qualifications 
with  which  nature  had  endowed  me.  I  soon 
understood  lier  drift,  and  gave  her  such  en- 
couragement to  explain  herself,  that  wc 
came  to  an  agreement  immediately  to  divide 
the  profits  of  mv  prostitution  accruing  from 
such  gallants  as  she  should  introduce  to  my 
acquaintance.  The  first  stroke  of  my  dis- 
simulation  was  practised  upon  a  certain 
judge,  to  whom  I  was  recommended  by  this 
matron  as  an  innocent  creature  just  arrived 
from  the  country.  He  was  so  transported 
with  my  appearance  and  feigned  simplicity, 
that  he'paid  a  hundred  guineas  for  the  pos- 
session  of  me  for  one  niaht  only,  during 
which  I  behaved  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  him  perfectly  well  pleased  with  h;» 
purchase. 


n 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 

She  is  interrupted  by  a  bailiff,  who  arrests 
and  carries  her  to  the  Marshalsea — /  ac- 
company her — bring  witnesses  to  prove 
she  is  not  the  person  named  in  the  writ 
— the  bailiff  is  fain  to  give  her  a  present 
and  discharge  her — we  shift  our  lodging 
— she  resumes  her  story,  and  ends  it — my 
reflections  thereupon — she  makes  me  ac- 
quainted with  the  progress  of  a  common 
woman  of  the  town — resolves  to  quit  that 
watj  of  life. 

Her  story  was  liere  interrupted  by  a  rap  at 
the  door,  which  I  no  sooner  opened,  than 
tiiree  or  four  terrible  fellows  rushed  in,  one 
of  whom  accosted  my  fellow-lodger  thus  : — 
•'  Madam,  your  servant,  you  must  do  me  the 
favour  to  come  along-  with  me — I  have  got  a 
writ  against  you."  While  the  bailiff  (for  so 
he  was)  spoke  thus,  liis  followers  surrou^ided 
the  prisoner,  and  began  to  handle  her  very 
roughly.  This  treatment  incensed  me  so 
much,  that  I  snatched  up  the  poker,  and 
would  certainly  have  used  it  in  defence  of 
the  lady,  without  any  regard  to  the  strength 
and  number  of  her  adversaries,  had  she  not 
begged  me,  with  a  composure  of  countenance 
for  which  I  could  not  account,  to  use  no  vio- 
lence in  her  behalf,  which  could  be  of  no 
service  to  her,  but  might  be  very  detrimental 
to  myself  Then  turning  to  the  leader  of 
this  formidable  troop,  she  desired  to  see  tlie 
writ,  and,  having  perused  it,  said,  with  a 
faultering  voice, — "  I  am  not  the  person 
whose  name  is  here  mentioned  :  arrest  me 
at  your  peril."  "Ay,  ay,  madam,"  replied 
the  catchpole,  '*  we  shall  prove  your  identity. 
In  the  mean  time,  whether  will  you  be 
pleased  to  be  carried  to  my  house,  or  to 
jail  V  "  If  I  must  be  confined,"  said  she,  "  I 
would  rather  be  in  your  house  than  in  a  com- 
mon jail."  "  Well,  well,"  answered  he,  "  if 
you  have  money  enough  in  your  pocket,  you 
shall  be  entertained  like  a  princess."  "But 
when  she  acquainted  him  with  her  poverty, 
he  swore  he  never  gave  credit,  and  ordered 
one  of  his  myrmidons  to  call  a  coach,  to 
carry  her  to  the  Marshalsea  at  once.  While 
they  waited  for  tiie  convenience,  she  took 
me  aside,  and  bade  me  be  under  no  concern 
on  her  account,  for  she  knew  how  to  extri- 
cate herself  from  this  difficulty  very  soon, 
<>n(\  perhaps  gain  something  by  the  occasion. 
Although  her  discourse  was  a  mystery  to  me, 
1  was  very  well  pleased  with  her  assurance, 
and,  when  the  coach  came  to  the  door,  offered 
to  accompany  her  to  prison  ;  to  which  pro- 
posal, afler  much  entreaty,  s'le  consented. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  Mar- 
shalsea,  our  conductor  alighted,  and,  having 
fienianded  entrance,  preseni«rt  tne  writ  to 
•  he  turnkey;  who  no  sooner  perceived  the 
'inmo  of  Elizabeth   Gary,  tlian  he   cried, — 


"Ah  hah!  my  old  acquaintance  Bet!  I  am 
glad  to  see  you  with  all  my  heart !"  So 
saying,  he  opened  the  coacli  door,  and 
helped  her  to  dismount ;  but  when  he  ob- 
served her  face,  he  started  back,  saying, — 
"Zounds!  who  have  we  got  here]"  The 
bailiff,  alarmed  at  this  interrogation,  cried, 
with  some  emotion, — "  Who  the  devil  should 
it  be,  but  the  prisoner  Elizabeth  Caryl"  The 
turnkey  replied, — "  That  Elizabeth  Cary  ! 
I'll  be  d — d  if  that's  Elizabeth  Cary,  more 
than  my  grandmother.  D — n  my  blood,  I 
knew  Bet  Cary  as  well  as  if  I  iiad  made  her." 
Here  the  lady  thought  fit  to  interpose,  and 
tell  the  catchpole,  if  he  had  taken  her  word 
for  it  at  first,  he  might  have  saved  himself 
and  her  a  great  deal  of  trouble. — "It  may  be 
so,"  answered  he,  "  but  by  G — d  I'll  have 
further  evidence  that  you  are  not  the  person, 
before  you  and  I  part."  "  Yes,  yes,"  said 
she,  "you  shall  have  further  evidence,  to 
your  cost."  Then  we  adjourned  into  the 
lodge,  and  called  for  a  bottle  of  wine,  where 
my  companion  wrote  a  direction  to  two  of 
her  acquaintance,  and  begged  the  favour  of 
me  to  go  to  their  lodgings,  and  request  them 
to  come  to  her  immediately.  1  found  thera 
together  at  a  house  in  Bridges-street,  Drury- 
lane  ;  and  as  tliey  were  luckily  unengaged, 
they  set  out  with  me  in  a  hackney  coach, 
without  hesitation,  after  I  had  related  tho 
circumstances  of  the  affair,  which  flattered 
them  with  the  hopes  of  seeing  a  bailiff  troun. 
ced ;  for  there  is  an  antipathy  as  natural 
between  the  w s  and  bailiffs,  as  that  sub- 
sisting between  mice  and  cats.  According- 
ly, when  they  entered  the  lodge,  they  embra- 
ced the  prisoner  very  affectionately  by  the 
name  of  Nancy  Williams,  and  asked  how 
long  she  had  been  nabbed,  and  for  wiiat? 
On  hearing  the  particulars  of  her  adventure 
repeated,  they  offered  to  swear  before  a 
justice  of  peace,  that  she  was  not  the  person 
mentioned  in  the  writ,  whom,  it  seems,  they 
all  knew  ;  but  the  bailiff,  who  was  by  this 
time  convinced  of  his  mistake,  told  them  he 
would  not  put  them  to  that  trouble — "  La- 
dies," said  he,  "there's  no  harm  done — you 
shall  give  me  leave  to  treat  you  with  another 
bottle,  and  then  we'll  part  friends."  Thie 
proposal  was  not  at  all  relished  by  the  sister 
hood  ;  and  Miss  Williams  told  him,  sure  ne 
did  not  imagine  her  such  a  fool  as  to  be 
satisfied  with  a  paltry  glass  of  sour  wine. 
Here  the  turnkey  interrupted  her,  by  aflirm- 
ing,  with  an  oath,  that  the  wine  was  as  good 
as  ever  was  tipped  over  tongue.  "  Well," 
continued  she,  "that  may  be, — but  was  it 
the  best  of  champaign,  it  is  no  recompence 
for  the  damage  I  have  suffered  both  in  cha- 
racter and  health,  by  being  wrongfully  drag- 
ged to  jail.  At  this  rate,  no  innocent  per- 
son is  safe,  since  an  ofiicer  of  justice,  out  of 
malice,  private  pique,  or  mistake,  may  injuro 
and  oppress  the  subject  with  impunity  :  but, 
thank  Heaven,   I  live  under  the  protcctiou 
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of  laws  that  will  not  sudor  such  insults  to 
pass  unpunished,  and  I  know  very  well  how 
to  procure  redress."  Mr  Vulture  (for  that 
was  the  bailitV's  name),  fiiidiuof  he  had  to 
deal  with  one  who  would  not  be  imposed 
upon,  began  to  look  very  sullen  and  pcrple.x 
ed,  and,  leaning  his  forehead  on  his  hand 
entered  into  a  d(.'libcration  with  himsell, 
which  lasted  a  few  minutes,  and  then  broke 
out  into  a  volley  of  dreadful  curses  against 

the  old  b ,  our  landlady  (as  he  called  her), 

for  having  misinformed  him.  After  much 
wrangling  and  swearing,  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  decision  of  the  turnkey,  who, 
calling  for  the  other  bottle,  nuilcted  the  bai- 
liff in  all  the  liquor  that  had  been  drank, 
coach-hire,  and  a  couple  of  guineas  for  the 
wse  of  the  plainlifl'.  The  money  was  imme- 
diately deposited;  Miss  Williams  gratified 
the  two  evidences  with  one  half,  and,  putting 
the  other  in  her  pocket,  drove  home  witii  me, 
leaving  the  catchpole  grumbling  over  his 
loss,  yet  pleased,  iu  the  main,  for  having  so 
cheaply  got  clear  of  a  business  that  miglit 
have  cost  him  ten  times  the  sum,  and  his 
place  to  boot.  This  guinea  v.'as  a  very  sea- 
Bonable  reli<>f  to  us,  who  were  reduced  to 
great  necessity,  six  of  my  shirts,  and  almost 
all  my  clothes,  except  those  on  my  back, 
having  been  either  pawned  or  sold  for  our 
maintenance  before  this  happened.  As  we 
resented  the  behaviour  of  our  landlady,  our 
first  care  was  to  provide  ourselves  with 
another  lodging,  whither  we  removed  next 
day,  with  an  intention  to  keep  ourselves  as 
retired  as  possible,  imtil  o-jr  cure  should  be 
completed.  When  we  were  fixed  in  our 
new  habitation,  I  entreated  her  to  finish  the 
ftory  of  iier  life,  wiiich  she  pursued  in  this 
manner. 

The  fiuccess  of  our  experiment  on  the 
judge  encouraged  us  to  practise  the  same 
deceit  cfh  others,  and  my  virginity  was  five 
times  sold  to  good  purpose  :  but  this  harvest 
lasted  not  long,  my  character  taking  air,  and 
my  directress  deserting  me  for  some  new 
game.  Then  I  took  lodgings  near  Charing- 
cross,  at  two  guineas  per  week,  and  began 
to  entertain  company  in  a  public  manner: 
but  my  income  being  too  small  to  defray  my 
expense,  I  was  obliged  to  retrench,  and  en- 
ter into  articles  with  the  porters  of  certain 
taverns,  who  undertook  to  find  employment 
enough  for  me,  provided  I  would  share  my 
profits  with  them.  Accordingly,  I  was  almost 
every  night  engaged  with  company,  among 
whom  I  was  exposed  to  every  mortification, 
danger,  and  abuse,  that  flow  from  drunken- 
ness, brutality,  and  disease.  How  miserable 
is  the  condition  of  a  courtezan,  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  soothe,  suffer,  and  obey,  the 
dictates  of  rage,  insolence,  and  lust !  As 
my  spirit  was  not  sufficiently  humbled  to  the 
will,  nor  my  temper  calculated  for  the  con- 
versation of  my  gallants,  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  overcome  an  aversion  I  felt  for  mv 
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profession,  which  manifested  itself  in  a  set- 
tied  gloom  on  my  countenance,  anddi.^gusted 
those  sons  of  mirth  and  riot  so  much,  that 
I  was  frequently  used  in  a  shocking  manner, 
and  kicked  down  stairs  with  disgrace.     The 
messengers  seeing  me  disagreeable  to  their 
benefactors  and  employers,  seldom  troubled 
me  with  a  call,  and  I  began  to  find  myself 
almost  totally  neglected.     To  contribute  to- 
wards my  support,   I   was   fain   to   sell  mv 
watch,  rings,  trinkets,  with  the  best  p:".rt  of 
my  clothes  ;  and  I  was  one  evening  musing 
by   myself  on  the  misery  before  me,  when 
1  received  a  message  from  a  bagnio,  whither 
1  rep  lired  in  a  chair,  and  was  introduced  to 
a   gentleman   dressed   like   an   ollicer,  with 
whom  I  supped  in  a  sumptuous  manner,  and, 
after  drinking  a  hearty  glass  of  champagne, 
went  to  bed.     In  the  morning  when  I  awoke, 
I  found  my  gallant  had  got  up,  and,  drawing 
aside  the  curtain,  could  not  ])cr€cive  him  in 
the    room.      This    circumstance    gave    inc 
some  uneasiness  ;  but  as  he  might  have  re- 
tired on  some  necessary  occasion,  1  wailed 
a  full  hour  for  his  return,  and  tiien,   in  the 
greatest   perplexity,  rose  up,  and  rung  tiie 
bell.     When  the  waiter  came  to  the  door, 
he  found  it  locked,  and  desired  admittance, 
which  I  granted,  after  observing,  with  great 
surprise,  that  the  key  remained  on  the  inside, 
as  when  we  went  to  bed.     I  no  sooner  in- 
quired for  the  captain,  than  the  fellow,  sta- 
ring with  a  distracted  look,  cried, — "  IIow, 
madam!  is  ho  not  a-bed  !"     And,  when  he 
was  satisfied  as  to  that  particular,  ran  into  a 
closet  adjoining  to  the  chamber,  the  window 
of  which  he  found  open.     Through  this  the 
adventurer  had  got  upon  a  wall,  from  whence 
he  dropped  down  into  a  court,  and  escaped, 
leaving  me  to  be  answerable,  not  only  for  the 
reckoning,  but  also  for  a  large  silver  tankard 
and  posset-bowl,  which  he  had  carried  off 
with  him.     It  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
consternation  I  was  under,  when  I  saw  my- 
self detained  as  a  thief's  accomplice ;  for  I 
was  looked  upon  in  that  light,  and  carried 
before  a  justice,  who,  mistaking  my  confusion 
for  a  sign  of  guilt,  committed  me,  after  a 
short  examination,  to  Bridewell,  having  ad- 
vised me,  as  the  only  means  to  save  my  life, 
to  turn  evidence,  and  impeach  my  confede- 
rate.     I  now  concluded  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven  had  overtaken  me,  and  that  I  must 
soon   finish   my   career  by   an  ignominious 
death.     This  reflection  sunk  so  deep  in  my 
soul,  that  I  was  for  some  days  deprived  of 
my  reason,  and  actually  believed  myself  in 
hell,  tormented  by  fiends  :  indeed  there  needs 
not  a  very  extravagant  imagination  to  form 
that  idea;  for,  of  all  the  scenes  on  earth, 
that   of  Bridewell   approaches  nearest    th(t 
notion  I  had  always  entertained  of  the  infer- 
nal  regions.     Here  I  saw  nothing  but  rage, 
anguish,  and  impiety,  and  hoard  nothing  but 
groans,    curses,    and    blasphemy.       In    the 
midst  of  this  hellish  crew,  I  was  subjcctoi* 
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to  the  tyranny  of  a  barbarian,  who  imposed 
upon  me  tasks  that  I  could  not  possibly  per- 
form, and  then  punislied  my  incapacity  with 
the  utmost  rigour  and  mhumanity.  I  was 
often  whipped  into  a  swoon,  and  Jashed  out 
of  it,  during  which  miserable  intervals  I  was 
robbed  by  my  fellow-prisoners  of  every  thing 
bout  me,  even  to  my  cap,  shoes,  and  stock- 
ings :  I  was  not  only  destitute  of  necessa- 
ries, but  even  of  food  ;  so  that  my  wretch- 
edness was  extreme.  Not  one  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, to  whom  I  imparted  my  situation,  would 
grant  me  the  least  succour  or  regard,  on 
pretence  of  my  being  committed  for  theft ; 
and  my  landlord  refused  to  part  with  some 
of  my  own  clothes,  which  I  sent  for,  because 
I  was  indebted  to  hirn  for  a  week's  lodging. 
Overwhelmed  with  calamity,  1  grew  despe- 
rate, and  resolved  to  put  an  end  to  my 
grievances  and  life  together ;  for  this  purpose 
I  got  up. in  the  middle  of  the  night,  when  I 
thought  every  body  round  me  asleep,  and, 
fixmg  one  end  of  my  handkerchief  to  a  large 
hook  in  the  ceiling,  that  supported  the  scales 
on  which  the  hemp  is  weighed,  I  stood  upon 
a  chair,  and,  making  a  noose  on  the  other 
end,  put  my  neck  into  it,  with  an  intention 
to  hang  myself;  but  before  I  could  adjust 
the  knot,  I  was  surprised  and  prevented  by 
two  women  who  had  been  awake  all  the 
wliile,  and  suspected  my  design.  Li  the 
morning  my  attempt  was  published  among 
'.ne  prisoners,  and  punished  with  thirty 
stripes ;  the  pain  of  which,  co-operating 
with  my  disappointment  and  disgrace,  bereft 
me  of  my  senses,  and  threw  me  into  an  ecsta- 
sy of  madness ;  during  which  I  tore  the 
flesh  from  my  bones  with  my  teeth,  and 
dashed  my  head  against  the  pavement ;  so 
that  they  were  obliged  to  set  a  watch  over 
me,  to  restrain  me  from  doing  farther  mis- 
chief to  myself  and  others.  This  fit  of  frenzy 
continued  three  days,  at  the  end  of  which  I 
grew  calm  and  sullen;  but  as  the  desire  of 
making  away  with  myself  still  remained,  I 
came  to  a  determination  of  starving  myself 
to  death,  and  with  that  view  refused  all  sus- 
tenance. Whether  it  was  owing  to  the 
want  of  opposition,  or  to  the  weakness  of 
nature,  I  know  not,  but  on  the  second  day 
of  my  fast,  I  found  my  resolution  considera- 
bly impaired,  and  the  cails  of  hunger  almost 
insupportable.  At  this  critical  juncture,  a 
lady  was  brought  into  the  prison,  with  whom 
1  had  contracted  an  acquamtance  while  I 
lived  with  Ilorntio :  she  was  then  on  the 
r<aine  footing  as  I  was,  but  afterwards  quar- 
relling with  her  gallant,  and  not  finding 
another  to  her  mind,  altered  her  scheme  in 
life,  and  set  up  a  coffee-house  among  the 
hundreds  of  Drury,  where  she  entertained 
gentlemen  with  claret,  arrack,  and  the  choice 
of  half  a  dozen  of  damsels,  who  lived  in  her 
house.  This  serviceable  matron  having  ncix- 
.ected  to  gratify  a  certain  justice  for  the 
foirnivance  she  enjoyed,  was  indicted  at  the 


quarter  sessions  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
her  bevy  was  dispersed,  and  herself  commiU 
ted  to  Bridewell.  She  had  not  been  long 
there  before  she  learned  my  disaster,  and, 
coming  up  to  me,  after  a  compliment  of  con- 
dolence,  inquired  into  the  particulars  of  my 
fate.  While  we  were  engaged  in  discourse 
together,  the  master  came  and  told  me  that 
the  fellow  on  whose  account  I  had  suffered 
was  taken  ;  that  he  had  confessed  the  theft, 
and  cleared  nie  of  any  concern  in  the  affair, 
for  which  reason,  he,  the  master,  had  orders 
to  discharge  me,  and  that  I  was  from  that 
moment  free.  This  piece  of  news  soon  ban- 
ished  all  thoughts  of  death,  and  had  such  an 
instantaneous  effect  on  my  countenance, 
that  Mrs  Coupler  (the  lady  then  present), 
hoping  to  find  her  account  in  me,  very  gene- 
rously offered  to  furnish  me  with  wiiat  ne- 
cessaries 1  wanted,  and  take  me  into  her 
own  house,  as  soon  as  she  should  compro- 
mise matters  with  the  justices.  The  condi- 
tions of  her  offer  were,  that  I  should  pay 
three  guineas  weekly  for  my  board,  and  a 
reasonable  consideration  besides,  for  the  use 
of  such  clothes  and  ornaments  as  she  should 
supply  me  with,  to  be  deducted  from  the  first 
profits  of  my  embraces.  These  were  hard 
terms  :  but  not  to  be  rejected  by  one  who 
was  turned  out  helpless  and  naked  into  the 
wide  w^orld,  without  a  friend  to  pity  or  assist 
her.  I  therefore  embraced  her  proposal ; 
and  she  being  bailed  in  a  few  hours,  took  me 
home  with  her  in  a  coach.  As  I  was  by  tin.: 
time  conscious  of  having  formerly  disgusted 
my  admirers  by  my  reserved  and  haughty 
bdiaviour,  I  now  endeavoured  to  conquer 
that  disposition  ;  and  the  sudden  change  of 
my  fortune  giving  me  a  flow  of  spirits,  I  ap- 
peared in  the  most  winning  and  gay  manner 
I  could  assume.  Having  the  advantage  of  a 
good  voice  and  education,  I  e.verted  my  tal- 
ents to  the  uttermost,  and  soon  became  the 
favourite  with  all  company.  This  success 
alarmed  the  ])ride  and  jealousy  of  Mrs  Coup- 
ler, who  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  being 
eclipsed :  she  therefore  made  a  merit  of  her 
envy,  and  whispered  among  the  customers 
that  I  was  unsound.  There  needed  no  more 
to  ruin  my  reputation  and  blast  my  prosperi- 
ty ;  every  body  sliunned  me  with  marks  cf 
aversion  and  disdain  ;  and,  in  a  very  .short 
time,  I  was  as  solitary  as  ever.  Want  of 
gallants  was  attended  with  want  of  money 
to  satisfy  my  malicious  landlady,  who,  hav- 
ing purposely  given  me  credit  to  the  amount 
of  eleven  pounds,  took  out  a  writ  against  me, 
and  I  was  arrested  in  her  own  house.  Though 
the  room  was  crowded  with  people  when 
the  bailiff  entered,  not  one  of  them  had  coin- 
passion  enough  to  mollify  my  prosecutrix, 
far  less  to  pay  the  debt.  They  even  laughed 
at  my  tears  ;  and  one  of  them  bade  me  be  o. 
good  cheer,  for  I  should  not  want  admirerf 
in  Newgate.  At  that  instant  a  sea  lieuten- 
ant came  in,  and  .seeing  my  plight,  began  i«' 
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inquiio  into  lli »  circumstances  ot'my  niistor- 
tuno,  wiien  this  wit  advised  him  to  keep 
clear  of  mo,  f)r  I  was  a  fire-sliip.  "A  fire- 
sliip  !"  replied  tin-  sailor,  "  more  like  a  poor 
galley  in  distress,  that  has  been  boarded  bj' 
such  a  fire-ship  as  you  :  if  so  be  as  that  is 
•he  case,  she  stands  in  more  need  of  assist- 
ance. Ilariv'ee,  my  girl,  how  far  have  you 
overrun  the  constable  V  I  told  him,  that 
the  debt  amounted  to  eleven  pounds,  besides 
the  expense  of  the  writ.  "An  that  be  all," 
said  he,  '"you  shan't  go  to  the  bilboes  this 
bout."  And  taking  out  his  purse,  paid  the 
money,  discharged  the  bailitT,  and  telling  me 
I  had  got  into  the  wrong  port,  advised  me  to 
5eek  out  a  more  convenient  harbour,  where 
I  could  be  safely  hove  down,  for  which  pur- 
pose he  made  me  a  present  of  five  guineas 
more.  I  was  so  touched  with  this  singular 
piece  of  gcnerosit)-,  that,  for  some  time,  I  had 
not  power  to  thank  him.  However,  as  soon 
as  I  had  recollected  myself,  I  begged  the 
favour  of  him  to  go  with  me  to  the  ne.xt  tav- 
ern, where  I  e.xplained  the  nature  of  my  dis- 
aster, and  convinced  him  of  the  falsehood  of 
what  was  reported  to  my  prejudice  so  effect- 
ually, that  he  from  tiiat  moment  attached 
himself  to  me,  and  we  lived  in  great  harniony 
together,  until  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  sea, 
where  he  perished  in  a  storm. 

Having  lost  my  benefactor,  and  almost 
consumed  the  remains  of  his  bounty,  I  saw 
myself  in  danger  of  relapsing  into  my  former 
necessity,  and  began  to  be  very  uneasy  at  the 
prospect  of  bailiffs  and  jails ;  when  one  of  the 
sisterhood,  a  little  stale,  advised  me  to  take 
lodgings  in  a  part  of  the  town  where  1  was 
unknown,  and  pass  fur  an  heiress,  by  which 
artifice  I  might  entrap  somebcdy  to  be  my 
husband,  who  would  possibly  be  able  to  allow 
me  a  handsome  maintenance,  or,  at,  worst, 
screen  me  from  the  dread  and  danger  of  a  pri- 
son, by.  becoming  liable  for  whatever  debts 
I  should  contract.  I  approved  of  this  scheme, 
towards  the  execution  of  which  my  compan- 
ion clubbed  her  wardrobe,  and  undertook  to 
live  with  me  in  quality  of  my  maid  ;  with  the 
proviso,  that  she  should  be  reimbursed,  and 
handsomely  considered  out  of  the  profits  of 
my  success.  She  was  immediately  detached 
to  look  out  for  a  convenient  place,  and  that 
very  day  hired  a  genteel  apartment  in  Park- 
etreet,  whither  I  moved  in  a  coach  loaded 
with  her  baggage  and  my  own.  I  made  my 
first  appearance  in  a  blue  riding-habit,  trim- 
med with  silver  ;  and  my  maid  acted  her  part 
BO  artfully,  that,  in  a  day  or  two,  my  fame  was 
spread  all  over  the  neighbourhood,  and  I  was 
said  to  be  a  rich  heiress  just  arrived  from  the 
countr}-.  This  report  brought  a  swarm  of 
gay  young  fellows  about  me;  but  I  soon 
found  them  out  to  be  all  indigent  adventurers 
like  myself,  who  crowded  to  me  like  crows 
to  a  carrion,  with  a  view  of  preying  upon 
my  fortune.  I  maintained,  however,  the  ap- 
pearance   of   wealth   as   lo!  or   as    possible. 


in  hopes  of  gaining  some  admirer  more  for 
my  purpose,  and  at  length  attracted  tiie  re- 
gard of  one  who  would  have  satisfied  my 
w  ishes,  and  managed  matters  so  well,  that 
a  day  was  actually  fi.xed  for  our  nuptials;  ii 
tlie  interim  he  begged  leave  to  introduce  an 
intimate  fiiond  to  me;  which  request,  as  i 
could  not  refuse,  I  had  the  e.xtremo  morliO- 
cation  and  surprise  to  see  ne.xt  night,  in  that 
friend,  my  old  keeper,  Horatio,  who  ro 
sooner  beheld  me  than  he  changed  coloiir. 
but  had  presence  of  mind  to  atlvance,  imd 
salute  me,  bidding  me  (with  a  low-voice)  be 
under  no  apprehension,  for  he  would  not  ex- 
pose me.  In  spite  of  this  assurance,  I  could 
not  recover  myself  so  far  as  to  entertain  them 
but  withdrew  to  my  chamber,  on  pretence  of 
a  severe  headach,  to  the  no  small  concern  of 
my  adorer,  who  took  his  leave  in  the 
tenderest  manner,  and  went  olf  with  his 
friend. 

Having  imparted  my  situation  to  my  com- 
panion,  she  found  it  high  time  for  us  to  de- 
camp, and  that  without  any  noise,  because 
we  were  not  only  indebted  to  our  landlady, 
but  also  to  several  tradesmen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Our  retreat,  therefore,  was  con- 
certed and  executed  in  this  manner;  having 
packed  up  all  our  clothes  and  movables  in 
small  parcels,  she  (on  pretence  of  fetching 
cordials  for  me)  carried  them,  at  several 
times,  to  the  house  of  an  acquaintance,  where 
she  likewise  procured  a  lodging,  to  which 
we  retired  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  when 
every  other  body  in  the  house  was  asleep.  1 
was  now  obliged  to  aim  at  lower  game,  and 
accordingly  spread  my  nets  among  trades- 
people;  but  found  them  all  too  phlegmatic  or 
cautious  for  my  art  and  attraction  ;  till  al 
last  I  became  acquainted  with  you,  on  whom  I 
practised  all  my  dexterity  ;  not  that  I  belie v- 
ed  you  had  any  fortune,  or  expectation  of 
one,  but  that  I  might  transfer  the  burden  of 
such  debts  as  I  had  incurred,  or  should  con- 
tract, from  myself  to  another,  and  at  the 
same  time  avenge  myself  of  your  sex,  bv 
rendering  miserable  one  v/ho  bore  such  re- 
semblance to  the  wretch  who  ruined  me  ;  but 
heaven  preserved  you  from  my  snares,  by  the 
discovery  you  made,  which  was  owing  to  the 
negligence  of  my  maid  in  leaving  the  chamber 
door  unlocked  when  she  went  to  buy  sugar 
for  breakfast.  The  person  in  bed  with  me 
was  a  gentleman  whom  1  had  allured  the 
night  before,  as  he  walked  homeward,  pretty 
much  elevated  with  liquor  ;  for  by  this  time 
my  condition  was  so  low,  that  I  was  forced 
to  turn  out  in  the  twiliglit  to  the  streets,  in 
hopes  of  prey.  When  1  found  myself  detec- 
ted and  forsaken  by  you,  I  was  fain  to  movt: 
my  lodging,  and  dwell  two  pair  of  stairs 
higher  than  before.  My  companion  being 
disappointed  in  her  expectations,  left  me,  to 
trade  upon  her  own  bottom  ;  and  1  had  no 
other  resource  than  to  venture  forth,  like  iht 
owls,  in  the  dark,  to  pick  up  a  orccarious  am: 
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ancomfbrtable  subsistence.  I  have  often 
sauntered  between  LuJ^ate-hill  ant.  Charing- 
2ros8  a  wlioie  winter  night,  exposed  not  only 
to  the  inclemency  ofthe  weather,  but  likewise 
'.o  the  rasre  of  hunger  and  thirst,  without 
beiivg  so  happy  as  to  meet  with  one  cully  ; 
then  creep  up  to  my  garret  in  a  deplorable 
draggled  condition,  sneak  to  bed,  and  try  to 
buiy  my. appetite  and  sorrows  in  sleep. 
When  I  lighted  on  some  rake  or  tradesman 
reeling  home  drunk,  I  frequently  suffered  the 
most  brutal  treatment,  in  spite  of  which  I  was 
obliged  to  affect  gaiety  and  good  humour, 
though  my  soul  was  stung  with  resentment 
and  disdain,  and  my  heart  loaded  with  grief 
and  affliction.  In  the  course  of  these  noc- 
turnal adventures  I  was  infected  with  the 
disease,  that,  in  a  short  time,  rendered  me  the 
object  of  my  own  abhorrence,  and  drove  me  to 
the  retreat  where  your  benevolence  rescued 
me  from  the  jaws  of  death. 

So  much  candour  and  good  sense  appeared 
m  this  lady's  narration,  that  I  made  no  scru- 
ple of  believing  every  syllable  of  what  she 
said,  and  expressed  my  astonishment  at  the 
variety  of  miseries  she  had  undergone  in  so 
little    time :    for   all   her    misfortunes     had 
happened  within  the  compass  of  two  years. 
r  compared  her  situation  with  my  own,  and 
found  it  a  thousand  times  more  wretched. 
I  had  endured  hardships,  it  is  true ;  my  whole 
.ife  had  been  a  series  of  such  ;  and  when  I 
looked  forward,  the  prospect  was  not  much 
oettered  ;  but  then  they  were  become    ha- 
bitual to  me,  and  consequently  I  could  bear 
them  with  less  difficulty.     If  one  scheme  of 
life   should  not   succeed,  I  could  have    re- 
course to  another,  and  so  to  a  third,  veering 
about  to  a  thousand  different  shifts,  accord- 
ing to  the   emergencies  of  my   fate,  with- 
out forfeiting   the  dignity  of  my    character 
beyond   a   power  of  retrieving   it,    or   sub- 
jecting myself  wholly  to  the  caprice  and  bar- 
barity of  the  world.     On  the  other  hand,  she 
liad  known  and  relished  the  sweets  of  pros- 
perity ;  she  had  been  brought  up  under  the 
wings  of  an  indulgent  parent,  in  all  the  deli- 
cacies to  which  her  sex   and  rank  entitled 
her  :  and,  without  any  extravagance  of  hope, 
entertained  herself  with  the  view  of  uninter- 
rupted happiness  through  the  whole  scene  of 
"life.     How  fatal,  then,  how  tormenting,  how 
intolerable,  must  her  reverse  of  fortune  be  !  a 
reverse  that  not  only  robs  her  of  these  exter- 
nal comforts,   and  plunges  her  into  all  the 
miseries  of  want,  but  also  murders  her  peace 
of  mind,  and   entails  upon  her  the  curse  of 
eternal  infamy  !      Of  all  professions,  I  pro- 
nounced that  of  a  courtezan  tlie  most  deplo- 
rable,   and   her   of  all  courtezans  the  most 
unhappy.      She  allowed  my  observation  to 
be  just  in    the  main,  but  at  the   same  time 
iffirmed,  that,  notwithstanding  the  disgraces 

vly.ch  had  fallen  to  her  share,  she  had  not 


been  so  unlucky  in  the  condition  of  a  proati. 
tute,  as  many  others  ofthe  same  community. 
"  I  have  often  seen,"  said   she,  "  while    ] 
strolled  about  the  streets  at  midnight,  a  num- 
ber of  naked  wretches  reduced  to  rags  and 
filth,  huddled  together  like  swine,  in  the  cor- 
ner of  a  dark    alley  ;  some    of  whom,    but 
eighteen  months   before,   I   liad  known  the 
favourites  of  the  town,  rolling  in  affluence, 
and  glittering  in  all  the  pomp  of  equipage  and 
dress.     And  indeed  the  gradation  is  easily 
conceived:  the  most  fashionable  woman  ofthe 
town  is  as  liable  to  a  contagion  as  one  in  a 
much    humbler  sphere  ;  she  infects  her  ad- 
mirers ;  lier  situation  is  public  ;  she  is  avoid- 
ed, neglected,   unable  to  support  her  usuai 
appearance,  which,  however,  she  strives  to 
maintain  as  long  as  possible  ;  her  credit  fails: 
she  is  obliged   to   retrench,    and  become   a 
night-walker  ;  her  malady  gains  ground  ;  she 
tampers  with  her  constitution,  and  ruins  it : 
her  complexion  fades;  she  grows  nauseous  to 
every  body  ;  finds  herself  reduced  to  a  starv- 
ing condition  ;  is  tempted  to  pick   pockets  ; 
is  detected  ;  committed  to  Newgate,  where 
she  remains  in  a  miserable  condition  till  she 
is  discharged,  because  the  plaintiff  will  not 
appear  to  prosecute  her.     Nobody  will  afl^ord 
her  lodging  ;  the  symptoms  of  her  distemper 
are  grown  outrageous  ;  she  sues  to  be  admit- 
ted into  an  hospital,  where  she  is  cured  at  the 
expense  of  her  nose  ;  she  is  turned  out  naked 
into  the  streets,  depends  upon  the  addresses 
of  the  lowest  class,  is  fain  to  allay  the  rage  of 
hunger  and  cold  with  gin  ;  degenerates  into  a 
brutal  insensibility,  rotsanddics  upon  a  dung- 
hill.     Miserable  wretch  that  I  am  !  perhaps 
the  same  horrors  are  decreed  for  me  !  No," 
cried  she,  after  some  pause,  "  I  shall  never 
live  to  such  extremity  of  distress  !       My  own 
hand  shall  open  a  way  for  my  deliverance, 
before  I  arrive  at  that  "forlorn  period  !"     Her 
condition  filled  me  with  sympathy  and  com- 
passion  ;  I  revered  her  qualifications,  looked 
upon  her  as  unfortunate,  not  criminal,  and 
attended  her  Vv^ith  such  care  and  success,  that, 
in  less  than  two  months,  her  health,  as  v/ell 
as  my  own,  was  perfectly  re-established.    As 
we  often  conferred  upon  our  mutual  affairs, 
and  interchanged  advice,  a  thousand  difl^erent 
projects  were  formed,  which,   upon  further 
canvassing,     appeared   impracticable.     We 
would  have  gladly  gone  to  service  ;  but  who 
would  take  us  in  without  recommendation  1 
At  length  an  expedient  occurred  to  her,  of 
which  she  intended  to  lay  hold  ;  and  this  waa 
to  procure,  with  the  first  money  she   could 
earn,  the  homely  garb  of  a  country  wench,  go 
to  some    village   at   a  good  distance   from 
town,  and  come  up  in   a   wagon,  as  a  frcsb 
girl  for  service  ;  by  which  means  she  might  bo 
provided  for  in  a  manner  much  more  suitable 
to  her    inclination   than    her    present  wav 
of  life. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

/  am  reduced  to  great  viiscrij — assaulted 
on  Tower-hill  by  a  prcss-gamr,  who  put 
me  071  board  a  tender — my  itsage  there — 
7ny  arrival  on  board  of  the  Thunder 
man  of  war,  where  I  am  put  in  irons,  and 
afterwards  released  by  the  qood  ojfices 
of  Mr  Thomson,  who  recomtncnds  me  as 
an  assistant  to  the  surgeon — he  relates 
his  own  story,  and  makes  me  acquainted 
with  the  characters  of  the  captain,  sur- 
geon, and  Jirst  mate, 

I  APPLAUDED  tlie  resolution  of  Miss  Wil- 
liams, who,  a  low  days  after,  was  hired  in 
quality  of  bar-keeper,  by  one  of  the  ladies 
who  had  witnessed  in  her  behalf  at  the  Mar- 
Bhalsea,  and  wlio,  since  that  time,  had  got 
credit  witli  a  wine  merchant,  whose  favour- 
ite bhe  was,  to  set  up  a  convenient  house  of 
her  own.  Tliither  my  lellow-lodger  repaired, 
after  having  taken  leave  of  me  with  a  torrent 
of  tears,  and  a  tiiousand  protestations  of 
eternal  gratitude  ;  assuring  me  she  would  re- 
main in  tliis  situation  no  longer  than  she 
ehould  pick  up  money  sulScient  to  put  her 
other  design  in  execution. 

As  for  my  own  part,  1  saw  no  resource 
but  the  army  or  navy ;  between  whicii  I 
hesitated  so  long,  that  I  found  myself  re- 
duced to  a  starving  condition.  My  spirit 
began  to  accommodate  itself  to  my  beggarly 
fate,  and  I  became  so  mean  as  to  go  down 
towards  Wapping,  with  an  intention  to  in- 
quire for  an  old  school-fellow,  who,  I  un- 
derstood, had  got  liie  command  of  a  small 
coasting  vessel,  then  in  the  river,  and  im- 
plore his  assistance.  But  my  destiny  pro- 
vented  tliis  abject  piece  of  behaviour;  for, 
as  I  crossed  Tower-wharf,  a  squat  tawny 
fellow,  with  a  hanger  by  his  side,  and  a  cud- 
gel in  his  hand,  came  up  to  me,  calling, — 
"  Yo,  bo !  brother,  you  must  come  along 
with  me  !"  As  I  did  not  like  his  appear- 
ance, instead  of  answering  his  salutation,  I 
quickened  my  pace,  in  hope  of  ridding  my- 
self of  his  company  ;  upon  which  he  whistled 
aloud,  and  immediately  another  sailor  ap- 
l)eared  before  me,  who  laid  hold  of  me  by 
the  collar,  and  began  to  drag  me  along. 
Not  being  in  a  humour  to  relish  such  treat- 
ment, I  disengaged  myself  of  the  assailant, 
and,  with  one  blow  of  my  cudgel,  laid  him 
motionless  on  the  ground;  and  perceiving 
my.self  surrounded  in  a  trice,  by  ten  or  a  do- 
zen more,  exerted  myself  witli  such  dex- 
terity and  success,  that  some  of  my  oppo- 
nents were  fain  to  attack  me  with  drawn 
cutlasses  ;  and,  after  an  obstinate  engage- 
ment, in  which  I  received  a  large  wound  on 
my  head,  and  another  on  my  lef  cheek,  I 
was  disarmed,  taken  prisoner,  and  carried 
on  board  a  pressing  tender,  where,  after  be- 
aig  pinioned  like  a  malefactor,  I  was  tlirust 
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down  into  tlie  hold  among  a  parcel  of  miser- 
able wretches,  tlie  siglit  of  whom  well  nigh 
distracted  me.  As  the  commanding  oiU 
cer  had  not  jmmanity  enough  to  ord<  r  mv 
wounds  to  be  dressed,  and  1  could  not  u.so 
my  own  hands,  I  desired  one  of  my  fcUlow- 
caplivcs,  wiio  was  unfettered,  to  take  a  iiaiul- 
kercliief  out  of  my  pocket,  and  tie  it  roumi 
my  head  to  stop  the  bleeding.  He  pulled 
out  my  handkerciiicf,  'tis  true,  but,  instead 
of  applying  it  to  the  use  for  which  I  designed 
it,  went  to  tlie  grating  of  the  hatchway,  and, 
with  astonishing  composure,  sold  it  before 
my  face  to  a  bumboat  woman,*  then  on 
board,  for  a  quart  of  gin,  with  which  he 
treated  my  companions,  regardless  of  my 
circumstances  and  entreaties. 

I  complained  bitterly  of  this  robbery  to  the 
midshipman  on  deck,  telling  him  at  the  same 
time,  that,  unless  my  hurts  were  dressed,  1 
should  bleed  to  death.  But  compassion  was 
a  weakness  of  which  no  man  could  justly 
accuse  this  person,  who,  squirting  a  mouth- 
ful of  dissolved  tobacco  upon  me,  through 
the  gratings,  told  me — "  1  was   a  mutinous 

dog,  and  that  I  might  die  and  be   d d." 

— Finding  there  was  no  other  remedy,  I  ap- 
pealed to  patience,  and  laid  up  this  usage  in 
my  memory,  to  be  recalled  at  a  fitter  season. 
In  the  mean  time,  loss  of  blood,  vexation, 
and  want  of  food,  contributed,  with  the  noi- 
some stench  of  the  place,  to  throw  me  into 
a  swoon,  out  of  which  I  was  recovered  by  a 
tweak  of  the  nose,  administered  by  tlie  tar 
who  stood  centinel  over  us,  who  at  the  same 
time  regaled  me  with  a  draught  of  Hip,  and 
comforted  me  with  the  hopes  of  being  put 
on  board  the  Thunder  next  day,  where  I 
should  be  freed  of  my  liandculTs,  and  cured 
of  my  wounds  by  the  doctor.  I  no  sooner 
heard  him  name  the  Thunder,  than  I  asked 
if  he  had  belonged  to  that  ship  long]  and 
he  giving  me  to  understand  he  had  bo- 
longed  to  her  five  years,  I  inquired  if 
he  knew  Lieutenant  Bowling  J  "Know 
Lieutenant  Bowling,"  said  he,  "  odds  my 
life  !  and  that  I  do;  and  a  good  seaman  he 
is,  as  ever  stepped  upon  forecastle, — and  a 
brave  fellow  as  ever  cracked  biscuit; — none 
of  your  guinea  pigs, — nor  your  fresh-water, 
wishy-washy,  fair-weather  fowls.  Many  a 
tough  gale  of  wind  has  honest  Tom  Bowliri:^ 
and  I  weathered  together.  Here's  his  health 
with  all  my  heart,  wherever  he  is,  a-lotl  or 
a-Iow — in  heaven  or  in  hell — all's  one  for 
that — he  needs  not  be  ashamed  to  show  him- 
self"  I  was  so  much  aflectcd  with  this 
eulogium,  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  telling 
him  that  I  was  Lieutenant  Bowling's  kinsman  ; 
in  consequence  of  which  conne:aon  he  ex- 
pressed an  inclination  to  serve  me,  and  when 


•  A  bumboat  woman  is  one  who  sells  bread 
cbeesf,  greens,  li<iuor.  and  fresh  provisions  tu 
tlie  sailors,  in  n  smull  b'xt  that  lies  alongsKlr 
'lie  ship. 
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ne  was  relieved,  broug^ht  some  cold  boiled 
Deef  in  a  platter,  and  biscuit,  on   which  we 
slipped    plentifully,    and    afterwards    drank 
another   can    of  flip  together.      Wliile    we 
were   thus   eng-nged,   he  recounted   a  great 
mary  exploits  of  my  uncle,  who,  I  found,  was 
very  much  beloved  by  the  ship's  company, 
and  pitied  for  the  misfortune  that  had  hap- 
pened to  him  in    ]IispaMiola,  which,  I  was 
very  glad  to   be  informed,  was  not  so  great 
as  I  imagined ;   for  Captain  Oakum   had  re- 
covered of  his  wounds,  and  actually  at  tliat 
time  commanded  the  ship.     Having,  by  ac- 
cident,   in    my   pocket    my    uncle's    letter, 
v/ritten  from  Port   Louis,  I  gave  it  to  my 
benefactor  (whose  name  was  Jack   Rattlin) 
for  his   perusal;   but  honest  Jack   told  me 
frankly  he  could   not  read,  and  desired  to 
know  the   contents:    which    I  immediately 
communicated.     When  he   heard   that   part 
of  it  in  which  he  says  he  had  written  to  his 
landlord   in  Deal,  he  cried, — "  Body  o'me ! 
that  was  old   Ben  Block — he  was   dead  be- 
fore the  ]-;tter  came  to   hand.     Ey,  ey,  jiad 
Ben   been  alive.  Lieutenant   Bowling  would 
have   had   no  occasion    to  skulk    so    long. 
Honest  Ben  was  the  first  man  that  taught 
him  to   hand,  reef  and  steer. — Well,  well, 
we  must  all  die,  that's  certain,  we  must  all 
come  to  port  sooner  or  later — at  sea,  or  on 
shore;   we  must  be  fast  moored  one  day; — 
death's  like  the  best   bower  anchor,  as  the 
saying  is,  it  will  bring  us  all  up."     I   could 
not  but  signify  my  approbation   of  the  just- 
ness of  Jack's  reflections  ;  and  inquired  into 
the  occasion  of  the  quarrel  between  Captain 
Oakum  and  my  uncle;  which  he   explained 
in   this    manner. — "Captain   Oakum,   to  be 
sure,  is  a  good   man  enough, — besides,  he's 
my  commander; — but  what's  that  to  me? — 
I  do  my  duty,  and  value   no  man's  anger  of 
a  rope's  end. — Now  the  report  goes  as  how 
he's  a  lord,  or  baron  knight's  brother,  where- 
by, d'ye  see  me,  he  carries  a  straight  arm,  and 
keeps  aloof  from  his  officers,  thof,  mayhap, 
'  hey  may  be  as  good  men  in  the  main  as  he. 
.\ow,  we  lying  at  anchor  in  Tuberoon   bay, 
[lieutenant  Bowling  had  the  middle  watch, 
find  as  he  always  kept  a  good  look   out,  he 
made,  d'ye   see,  three  lights  in  the   offing, 
whereby  he  ran  down  to  the  great  cabin  for 
orders,  and  fjund  the  captain  asleep;  where- 
upon  he  waked   iiim,  which   put  him   in   a 
main  high  passion,  and   he  swore  woundily 
at  the  lieutenant,  and  called  him  lousy  Scotch 

son  of  a  w (for  I  being  then  sentinel  in 

the  steerage,  heard  all),  and  swab,  and  lub- 
ber, whereby  the  lieutenant  returned  the  sa- 
lute, and  they  jawed  together,  fore  and  af\, 
a  good  spell,  till  at  last  tlie  captain  turned 
our,  and  laying  hold  of  a  rattan,  came 
athwart  Mr  Bowling's  quarter;  whereby  he 
told  the  captain,  that,  if  he  was  nothiscom- 
.'iiander,  he  would  heave  him  overlioard,  and 
demanded  satisfaction  ashore;  whert^hy,  in 
the  morning  watch  the  captain  went  ashore 


in  the  pinnace,  and  afterwards  the  lieutenant 
carried  the  cutter  ashore  ;  and  so  they,  leav- 
ing the  boats'  crews  on  their  oars,  went  awaj 
together ;  and  so,  d'ye  see,  in  less  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  we  heard  firing,  whereby 
we  made  for  the  place,  and  found  the  captain 
lying  wounded  on  the  beach,  and  so  brought 
him  on  board  to  the  doctor,  who  cured  him 
in  less  than  six  weeks.  But  tlie  lieutenant 
clapped  on  all  the  sail  be  could  bear,  and  had 
got  far  enough  a-head  before  v^'c  knew  any 
thing  of  the  matter;  so  that  we  could  never 
after  get  sight  of  him,  for  which  we  w.re 
not  sorry,  because  the  captain  was  mainly 
wroth,  and  would  certainly  have  done  him  a 
mischief; — for  he  afterwards  caused  him  to 
be  run  on  the  ship's  books,  whereby  he  lost 
all  his  pay,  and  if  he  should  be  taken  would 
be  tried  as  a  deserter." 

Tliis   account  of  the  captain's  behaviour 
gave  me  no  advantageous  idea  of  his  cha- 
racter; and  I  could  not  help  lamenting  mv 
own  fate,  that  had  subjected  me  to  such  a 
commander.     However,  making  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  I  put  a  good  face  on  the  matter 
and  next  day  was,  with  the  other  pressed 
men,  put  on  board  of  the  Thunder,  lying  at 
the  Nore.     When  we  came  alongside,  the 
mate,  who  guarded  us  thither,  ordered  my 
handcuffs  to  be  taken  oft",  that  I  might  get  on 
board  the  easier.     This  circumstance  being 
perceived   by   some   of  the   company,   who 
stood  upon  the  gang-boards  to  see  us  enter, 
one  of  them  called  to  Jack  Rattlin,  who  was 
busied  in  doing  this  friendly  office  for  me, — 
"  Hey,  Jack,  what  Newgate  galley  have  you 
boarded  in  the  river  as  you  came  along  ?  have 
we  not  tliicves  enow  among  us   already  ?" 
Another  observing  my   wounds,   which  re- 
mained exposed  to  the  air,  told  me  my  seams 
were  uncaulked,   and  that  I  must   be   new 
payed.      A   third,    seeing   my   hair   clotted 
together  with  blood,  as  it  were,  into  distinct 
cords,  took  notice,  that  my  bows  were  man- 
ned with  the  red  ropes,  instead  of  my  side. 
A  fourth  asked  me  if  I   could  not  keep  my 
yards  square  without  iron  braces  ?     And,  in 
short,  a  thousand  witticisms  of  the  same  na- 
ture  were  passed  upon  mc  before  I  could  get 
up  the  ship's  side.     After  we  had  been  all 
entered  upon  the  ship's  books,  I  inquired  of 
one  of  my  shipmates  where  the  surgeon  wr^s, 
that  I  might  have  my  wounds  dressed  ;  and 
had  actually  got  as  far  as  the  middle  deck, 
for  our  ship  carried  eiglity  guns,  in  my  way 
to  the  cock-pit,  when  I  was  met  by  the  same 
midshipman  who  had  used  me  so  barbarously 
in  the  tender :  he,  seeing  me  free  from  my 
chains,  asked,  with  an  insolent  air,  who  had 
released  me?     To  this  question  I  foolishly 
answered,  with  a  countenance  that  too  plain- 
ly  declared   the   state    of   my   thoughts, — 
"  Whoever  did  it,  I  am  persuaded,  did  not 
consult  you  in  the  affair."     I  had  no  sooner 
uttered  these  words,  than  he  cried — "  Damn 
you,  you  sa;icy  son  of  a  b — ,  I'll  teach  you 
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to  talk  so  to  your  officer."     So  sayinjj,  he 
bestowpd  on  nic  several  severe  stripes  with  a 
supple-jack  ho  had  in  liis  hand  ;  and  fjoinpr  to 
the  commanding  odicrr,  made  such  a  report  of 
me,  that  I  was  immediately  put  in  irons  by 
the  master  at  arms,  and  a  centinel  placed 
over  me.      Honest  Rattlin,   as  soon  as   he 
lieard  of  my  condition,  came  to  me,  and  ad- 
mniistercd  all  the  consolation  he  conld,  and 
then  went  to  the  surgeon  in  my  behalf,  w!io 
sent  one  of  his  mates  to  dress  my  wounds. 
This  mate  was  no  other  than  my  old  friend 
Thomson,  with  whom  I  became  acquainted 
at  the  navy-otfice,  as  before  mentioned.     If 
I  knew  him  at  first  sight,  it  was  not  easy 
for  iiim  to  recognise  me,  disfigured  with  blood 
and  dirt,  and  altered  by  the  misery  I  had  un- 
dergone.    Unknown   as  I   was  to   liim,  he 
surveyed  me  with  looks  of  compassion,  and 
handled    my  sores   with    great    tenderness. 
When  he  had  applied  what  he  thought  pro- 
per, and  was  about  to  leave  me,  1  asked  him 
if  my  misfortunes  had  disguised  w.e  so  much 
that  he  could  not  recollect  my  face]     Upon 
this  address,  he  observed  me  with  great  ear- 
nestness for  some  time,  and  at  length  pro- 
tested he  could  not  recollect  one  feature  of 
my  countenance.     To  keep  him  no  longer 
in  suspense,  I  told  him  my  name;   which, 
when  lie  lieard,  he  embraced  me  with  affec- 
lion,  and  professed  his  sorrow  at  seeing  mc 
m  such   a  disagreeable   situation.     I  made 
him  acquainted   with   my   story;  and,  when 
he  heard  how  inhiniianly  I  had  been  used 
in  the  tender,   he  left  mc  abruptly,  assuring 
mc    I   should   see  him   again   soon.     I  had 
Ecarce  time  to  wonder  at  his  sudden  depar- 
ture, when  the  master  at  arms  came  to  the 
olace  of  my  confinement,  and  bade  me  follow 
dim  to  the  quarter-deck,  where  I  was  exam- 
ined by  the  first  lieutenant,  who  commanded 
the  ship  in  the  absence  of  the  captain,  touch- 
ing the  treatment  I  had  received  in  the  ten- 
der from   my   friend  the  midshipman,  who 
was  present  to  confront  me.     I  recounted 
the  particulars  of  his  behaviour  to  me,  not 
only  in  the  tender,  but  since  my  being  on 
board  the  shij),  part  of  which  being  proved 
by  the  evidence  of  Jack  Rattlin  and  others, 
who  had  no  great  devotion  for  my  o])pressor, 
I  was  discharged  from  confinement,  to  make 
way  for  him,  who  was  delivered  to  the  mas- 
ter at  arms,  to  take  his  turn  in  tiio  bilboes. 
And  this  was  not  the  only  satisfaction  I  en- 
joyed; for  I  was,  at  the  request  of  the  sur- 
?eon,  exempted  from  all  other  duty  than  that 
of  assisting  his  mates  in  making  and  admin- 
istering medicines  to  the  sick.     This  good 
office  I  owed  to  the  friendship  of  Mr  Thom- 
son,  who   Iiad    represented    me    in   such    a 
favourable  light  to  the  surgeon,  that  he  de- 
manded me  of  th(3  lieutenant  to  supply  the 
place  of  his  third  mate,  who  was  lately  dead. 
When  I  had  obtained  this  favour,  my  friend 
Thomson  carried  me  down  to  the  cock-pit, 
•vhich  is  the  olace  allotted  for  the  habitation 


of  the  surgeon's  mates  :  and  when  ho  had 
shown  me  their  berth  (as  he  called  it),  I  was 
filled  with   astonishment  and   horror.     We 
descended  by  divers  ladders  to  a  space  aa 
dark  as  a  dungeon,  which  I  understood  was 
immersed   several   feet   under  water,   being 
immediately  above  the  iiold.    I  had  no  soone'r 
approached  this  dismal  gulf,  than  my  nose 
was  saluted  with  an  intolerable  stench   of 
putrified  cheese  and  rancid  butter,  that  issued 
from  an  apartment  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder, 
resembling  a  chandler's  shop,  where,  by  the 
faint  glimmering  of  a  candle,  I  could  per- 
ceive  a  man  with  a  pale  meagre  countenance, 
sitting  behind  a  kind  of  desk,  having  spec 
tacles  on  his  nose,  and  a  pen  in   his   hand. 
This  (I  learned  of  Mr  Thomson)  was  the 
ship's  steward,  who  sat  there  to  distribute 
provision  to  the  several  messes,  and  to  mark 
what  each  received.     He  therefore  presented 
my   name  to   him,  and  desired  I  might  he 
entered  in  his  mess  ;  then,  taking  a  li'Wit  in 
his  hand,  conducted  me  to  the  place  'of  his 
residence,  which  was  a  square  of  about  si.v 
feet,   surrounded  with   the  medicine   chest, 
that  of  the  first  mate,  his  owu,  and  a  board, 
by  way  of  table,  fastened  to  the  after  powder- 
room  :    it    was   also   inclosed  with   canvas 
nailed  round  to  the  beams  of  the  ship,  to 
screen  us  from  the  cold,  as  well  as  from  the 
view  of  the  midshipmen  and  quarter-masters, 
who  lodged  within  the  cable  tiers  on  each 
side  of  us.     In  this  gloomy  mansion  he  en- 
tertained me  with  some  cold  salt  pork,  which 
he  brought  from  a  sort  of  locker  fixed  above 
the  table ;  and,  calling  for  the  boy  of  the 
mess,  sent  for  a  can  o'  beer,  of  which  he 
made  excellent  flip  to   crown  the  banquet. 
By  this  time  I  began  to  recover  my  spirits, 
which   had  been  exceedingly  depressed   by 
the  appearance  of  every  thing  about  me,  and 
could  no  longer  refrain  from  asking  the  par- 
ticulars of  Mr  Thomson's  fortune,  since  I  had 
seen   him   in   London.      He  told   me,  that, 
being  disappointed   in   his  expectations   of 
borrowing  money  to   gratify  the   rapacious 
secretary  at  the  navy-office,  he  found  him- 
self utterly  unable  to  subsist  any  longer  in 
town,  and  had  actually  offered  his  service,  in 
quality  of  mate,  to  the  surgeon  of  a  men  hant's 
shi[)  bound  to  Guinea  on  the  slaving  trade, 
when  one  morning  a  young  fellow  with  whom 
he  had  some  acquaintance  came  to  his  lodg- 
•ings.  and  informed  him  that  he  had  soon  a 
warrant  made  out  in  his  name  at  the  navy- 
office,  for  surgeon's  second  mate  of  a  third 
rate.     This  unexpected  piece  of  good  news 
ho  could  scarcely  believe  to  be  true,  more 
especially  as  he  had  been  found  qualified  at 
surgeons'  hall  for  third  mate  only  ;  but,  that 
he  might. not  be  wanting  to  himself,  he  went 
thither  to  be  assured,  and  actually  found  it 
so  ;    whereupon   demanding  his  warrant,  it 
was  delivered  to  him,  and  the  oaths  admin- 
istered  immediately.     That  very  afternoon 
he  went  to  Gravesend  in  the  ti!t-boat,  *roni 
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\vhence  he  took  a  place  in  the  tide-coach  for 
Rochester  ;  next  morning  got  on  board  the 
Thunder,  for  which  he  was  appointed,  then 
lying  in  the  harbour  at  Chatham  ;  and  the 
same  day  was  nuistcred  by  the  clerk  of  the 
cheque.  And  well  it  was  for  him  that  such 
expedition  was  used;  for,  in  less  than  twelve 
hours  after  his  arrival,  another  William 
Thomson  came  on  board,  affirming  that  lie 
was  the  person  for  whom  the  warrant  was 
expedited,  and  that  the  other  was  an  impos- 
tor. My  friend  was  grievously  alarmed  at 
t!ie  accident,  the  more  so  as  his  namesake 
liud  very  much  the  advantage  over  him  both 
I'.i  assurance  and  dress.  However,  to  acquit 
.umself  of  the  suspicion  of  imposture,  he  pro- 
iluced  several  letters  written  from  Scotland 
to  him  in  that  name,  and  recollecting  that 
his  indentures  were  in  a  box  on  board,  he 
brought  them  up,  and  convinced  all  present 
that  he  had  not  assumed  a  name  which  did 
not  belong  to  him.  His  competitor,  enraged 
that  they  should  hesitate  in  doing  him  justice 
(for,  to  be  sure,  the  warrant  had  been  de- 
signed for  him),  behaved  with  so  niuch  inde- 
cent heat,  that  the  commanding  officer  (who 
was  the  same  'gentleman  I  had  seen),  and 
the  surgeon,  were  offended  at  his  presump- 
tion, and,  making  a  point  of  it  with  their 
friends  in  tov/n,  in  less  than  a  week  got  the 
first  confirmed  in  his  station.  "  I  have  been 
on  board,"  said  he,  "  ever  since,  and,  as  this 
way  of  life  is  become  familiar  lo  me,  liave 
no  "cause  to  complain  of  my  situation  :  the 
purgeon  is  a  good-natured  indolent  man :  the 
first  mate,  who  is  now  on  shore  on  duty,  is 
indeed  a  little  proud  and  choleric,  as  all 
Welchmcn  are,  but  in  the  main  a  friendly 
honest  fellow :  the  lieutenants  I  have  no 
concern  with  ;  and  as  for  the  captain,  he  is 
too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  know  a  surgeon's 
male  even  by  sight." 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

The  behaviour  of  Mr  Morgan — his  pride, 
displeasure,  and generosihj — the  economij 
of  our  mess  described —  Thomson''  s further 
friendship — the  nature  of  my  duty  ex- 
plained— the  situation  of  the  sick. 

W^HILE  he  was  thus  discoursing  to  me,  we 
heard  a  voice  on  the  cock-pit  ladder  pro- 
nounce with  great  vehemence,  in  a  strange 
dialect, — "  The  devil  and  his  dam  blow  me 
from  the  top  of  Mounchdenny,  if  I  go  to  him 
before  there  is  something  in  mypclly;  let  his 
iiose  be  as  yellow  as  saffron,  or  as  plue  as  a 
|)ell  (look  you),  or  green  as  a  leek,  'tis  all 
one."  To  tJiis  declaration  somebody  an- 
Bwered, — "  So  it  seems  my  poor  mess-mate 
must  part  his  cable  for  want  of  a  little  assis- 
tance. His  fore-top-sail  is  loose  already; 
and  besides,  the  doctor  ordered  you  to  over- 
iiaul  him  ;  but  I  see  you  don't  mind  wliat 


your  master  says."     Here  he  was  interrupted 
witli — "  Sphmter  and  oons  !  you  lousy  tog, 
who  do  you  call  my  master  I  get  you  gone  tn 
the  doctor,  and  tell  him  my  birth,  and  educa- 
tion, and  my  abilities,  and  moreover  my  be- 
haviour, is  as  good  as  his,  or  any  shentleman'a 
(no  disparagement  to  him)  in  the  whole  world. 
Got  pless   my  soul !  does  he  think,  or  con- 
ceive,  or  imagine,  that  I  am  a  horse,  or  an 
ass,  or  a  goat,  to  trudge  backwards  and  for- 
wards, and  upwards,  and  downward.*,  and  by 
sea  and  by  land,  at  his  will  and  pleasure  ]  go 
your  ways,  you  rapscallion,  and  tell  Dr   At- 
kins,  that  I  desire  and  request  that  he  will 
give  a  look  upon  the  tying  man,   and  order 
something  for  him  if  he  be  tead  or  alive,  and 
I  will  see  him  take  it  by  and  by,  when  my 
craving  stomach  is  satisfied,  look  you."     At 
this  the  other  went  away,  saying,  that  if  they 
would  serve  him  so   when  he  v/as  dying,  by 
G — d  he  would  be  foid  of  them  in  the  othei 
world.     Here  Mr  Thomson  let  me  know  that 
the  person  we  heard   was  Mr  Morgan,  the 
first  mate,  who  was  just  come  on  board  from 
the  hospital,  whither  he  had  attended  some 
of  the  sick  in  the  morning.     At  the  same 
time  I  saw  him  come  into  the  birth.     He  wa3 
a  short  thick  man,  with  a  face  garnished  with 
pimples,  a  snub-nose  turned  up  at  the  end,  an 
excessive  wide  mouth,  and  little  fierce  eyes, 
surrounded  with  skin  puckered  up  in  innu- 
merablc    wrinkles.     My  friend  immediately 
made  him  acquainted  with  my  case  ;  when 
he  regarded  me  with  a  very  lofty  look,  bul 
without  speaking,  set  down  a  bundle  he  had 
in  his  haml,   and  approached  the  cupboard, 
which,  when  he  had  opened,  he  exclaimed, 
in  a  great  passion, — "  Cot  is  my  life  !  all  tlui 
pork  is  gone,  as  I  am  a  Christian."     Thom- 
son then  gave  him  to  imderstand,  that  as  1 
had  been  brought  on  board  half  famished,  lio 
could  do  no  less  than  entertain  me  with  what 
was  in  the  locker;  and  the  rather  as  he  had 
bid  the  steward  enter  me  in  the  mess.     Whe- 
ther this  disappointment  made  IMr  Morgan 
more  peevish  than  usual,  or  he  really  thought 
himself  too  little  regarded  by  his  fellow  mate, 
I  know  not,  but  after   some  pause,  he  went 
on  in  this  manner, — "I\Ir  Thomson,  perhaps 
you  do  not  use  me  with  all  the  good  manners, 
and  complaisance,  and  respect,  look  you,  that 
becomes  you,  because  you  have  not  vouch- 
safed to  advise  with  mein  this  affair.     I  have, 
in  my  time,  look  you,  been  a  man  of  some 
weight  aiul  substance,  and  consideration,  and 
have  kept  house  and  home,  and  paid  scot  and 
lot,  and  the  king's  taxes  ;  ay,  and  mainlamed 
a  family  to  boot.     And  moreover,  also,  I  am 
your  senior,  and  your  elder,  and  your  pettcr 
Mr  Thomson."     "My  elder  I'll  allow   yob 
to  be,  but  not  my  better,"  cried  Thomson 
with  some  heat.     "  Cot  is  my  saviour  ana 
witness  too,"  said  Morgan,  with  great  vehe- 
mence, "that  I  am  more  elder,  and  therefore 
more  petterby  many  years  than  you."    Feir- 
ing  this  dispute  might  be  attended  witli  soB>f 
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bad  c<»rifcequeiicc,  I  interposed,  aiui  told  Mr 
Morgan  I  was  very  sorry  tor  having  been  tlie 
occasion  of  any  dilierence  between  liini  and 
the  second  mate  ;  and  tiiat  r/ither  tlian  cause 
the  least  broach  ir.  their  good  understanding, 
I  would  eat  my  allowance  by  myself,  or  seek 
admission  into   some  other  company.     But 
Thomson,  with  more  spirit  than  discretion 
(as  I  thon,';ht),  insisted  upon  my  remaining 
where  lie  hid  appointed  me  ;  and  observed, 
that   no   ninn   possessed   of  generosity  and 
comj)assion  would  have  any  objection  to  it, 
considering  my   birth  and  talents,    and  the 
misfortunes  I  had  of  late  so  unjustly  under- 
gone.    This  wos  touching  Mr  Morgan    on 
the    right    key,    who   protested,  with  groat 
earnestness,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  my 
being  received  in  the  mess  :  but  only  com- 
plained, that  the  ctremony  of  asking  his  con- 
sent was  not  observed.     "  As  for  a  shentle- 
man  in  distress,"  said  he,  shaking  me  by  the 
hand,  "  I  lofe  him  as  I  lofo  my  own  powels; 
for.    Got   help   me !  1    have    had   vexations 
enough  upon  my    own    j)ack."     And,   as   I 
it'terwards  learned,  in  so  saying  he  spoke  no 
iiore  than  what  was  true ;  for  he  had  been 
mce  settled  in  a  very  good  situation  in  Gla- 
morganshire, and  was  ruined  by  beingsecurity 
tor  an  acquaintance.     All  ditferences  being 
composed,  he  untied  his  bundle,  which  con- 
sisted  of  throe    bunches   of  onions,    and   a 
great  lump  of  Cheshire  cheese,  wrapt  up  in  a 
handkerchief;  and,  taking  some  biscuit  from 
the  cupboard,  fell  to  with  a  keen  appetite,  in- 
viting us  to  a  share  of  the  repast.     When  he 
had  fed  heartily  on  his  homely  fare,  he  filled 
a  large  cup,  made  of  a  cocoa-nut  shell,  with 
brandy,  and  drinking  it  off,  said,   "  prandy 
is  the  best  menstruum  for  onion  and  cheese." 
His  hunger  being  appeased,  he  began  to  be 
in  better  humour ;  and,  being  inquisitive  about 
my  birth,  no  sooner  understood  that  I  was 
descended  of  a  good  family,  than  he  discover- 
ed a  particular  good  will  to  me  on  that  ac- 
count, deducini^  his  own  pedigree  in  a  direct 
line  from  the  famous  Caractacus,  king  of  the 
Britons,  who  was  first  the  prisoner,  and  after- 
ivards  the  friend  of  Claudius  Cajsar.     Per- 
ceivmg  how  nmch  I  was  reduced  in  point  of 
.incn,  he  mado  me  a  present  of  two  good  ruf- 
fled shirts,  which,  with  two  more  of  check 
which  I  received  from  Mr  Thomson,  enabled 
me  to  appear  with  decency.     JVleanwhile,  the 
Bailor  whom  Mr  Morgan  had  sent  to  the  doc- 
tor, brought  a  prescription  for  his  messmate, 
which,  when    tne  Welchman  had  read,  he 
got  up  to  prepare  it,  and  asked  if  the  man 
was     "  tead   or   alive."      "  Dead  !    (replied 
Jack)  if  he  was  dead,  he  would  have  no  oc- 
casion for  doctor's  stuff.     No,  thank  God, 
death  ha'nt  as  yet  boarded  him,  but  they  have 
been  yard  ann   and  yard  arm    these   three 
glasses."     "Are his  eyes  openV  continued 
the   mate.     '•  His  starboard   eye,"  said   the 
sailor,  "  is  0})en,  but  fast  jammed  in  his  head: 
and  the  haulyards  of  liis  underjaw  ha\"e  given 
4D*" 


way."  "  I'assion  of  my  heart !"  cried  Mor- 
gan, "  the  man  is  as  pad  as  one  would  de.siie 
to  be  !  did  you  feel  his  pulse  V*  To  thisti>j 
other  rei)lied  with,  "unanJ"  Upon  which 
this  Cambro-Britou,  with  great  earnestness 
and  humanity,  ordered  the  tar  to  run  to  his 
messmate,  and  keep  him  alive  till  he  should 
come  with  the  medicine,  •'  and  then,"  said  he, 
"you  shall  jieradventure  pehold  what  you 
siiall  see."  The  poor  fellow,  with  great  sim- 
plicity, ran  to  the  place  where  the  sick  man 
lay,  hut,  in  less  than  a  minute,  returned  wit! 
a  woful  countenance,  and  told  us  his  comrade 
had  struck.  Morgan  hearing  this,  exclaimed 
— "Mercy  upon  my  salvation  !  why  did  you 
not  stop  him  till  I  came  !"  "  Stop  him  !' 
said  the  other,  "  I  hailed  him  several  times, 
but  he  was  too  far  on  his  way,  and  the  enemy 
had  got  possession  of  his  close  quarters  :  so 
that  he  did  not  mind  mo."  "  Well,  well,' 
said  he,  "  we  all  owe  Heaven  a  teath.  Go 
your  ways,  you  raggamullin,  and  take  an  e.\- 
aniple  and  a  warning,  look  you,  and  repent 
of  your  mistcets."  So  saying,  he  pushed  the 
seaman  out  of  the  berth. 

While  he  entertained  us  with  reflections 
S4.iitable  to  this  event,  we  heard  the  boatswain 
pipe  to  dinner  ;  and  immediately  the  boy  be- 
longing to  our  mess  ran  to  the  locker,  from 
whence  he  carried  ofT  a  large  w^oodcn  platter, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  with  it  full  of 
boiled  peas,  crying,  "  scaldings,"  all  the  way 
as  he  came.  The  cloth,  consisting  of  a  piece 
of  an  old  sail,  was  instantly  laid,  covered 
with  three  plates,  which,  by  the  colour,  I 
could  with  difliculty  discern  to  be  metal,  and 
as  many  spoons  of  the  same  composition,  two 
of  which  were  curtailed  in  the  handles,  and 
the  other  abridged  in  the  lip.  Mr  Morgan 
himself  enriched  this  mess  with  a  lump  of 
salt  butter,  scooped  from  an  old  gallipot,  and 
a  handful  of  onions  shorn,  with  some  pounded 
pepper.  I  was  not  very  much  tempted  with 
the  appearance  of  this  dish,  of  which,  never- 
theless, my  messmates  eat  heartily,  and  ad- 
vised me  to  follow  their  example,  as  it  was 
banyan-day,  and  we  could  have  no  meat  till 
next  noon.  But  I  had  already  laid  in  suffi- 
cient for  the  occasion  ;  and  therefore  desired 
to  be  excused,  expressing  a  curiosity  to  know 
the  meaning  of  banyan-day.  They  told  me, 
that  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays 
the  ship's  company  had  no  allowance  of  meat, 
and  that  these  meagre  days  were  called  ban- 
yan-days, tlie  reason  of  which  they  did  not 
know  ;  but  I  have  since  learned,  "they  take 
their  dcnominaMon  from  a  set  of  devotees  in 
some  parts  of  the  East  Indies  who  never  tasta 
flesh. 

After  dinner,  Thomson  led  me  round  tht 
ship,  showed  me  the  diflicrent  parts,  described 
their  uses,  and,  as  far  as  he  could,  made  me 
acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  the  disci- 
pline and  economy  practised  on  board.  He 
then  demanded  of  the  boatswain  a  hatnmotk 
for  m.\  whicli  was  slung  in  a  ■■  Ty  neat  man- 
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ner  by  my  friend  Jack  RarJin  ;  and  as  I  had 
no  bed-clothes,  procured  credit  for  rric  with  tiic 
purser  for  a  niattrass  and  two  blankets.  At 
peven  o'clock  in  the  evenino^,  Morgan  visited 
the  sick,  and  having  ordered  what  was  pro- 
per for  each,  I  assisted  Thomson  in  making 
lip  liis  prescriptions  ;  but  when  I  followed 
him  with  the  medicines  into  the  sick  berth  or 
hospital,  and  observed  the  situations  of  the 
patients,  I  was  much  less  surprised  that  peo- 
ple should  die  on  board,  than  that  any  sick 
person  should  recover.  Here  I  saw  about 
tifty  miserable  distempered  wretches,  sus- 
pended in  rows,  so  huddled  one  upon  another, 
that  not  more  than  fourteen  inches  space  was 
allotted  for  each,  with  his  bed  and  bedding ; 
and  deprived  of  the  liglit  of  the  day,  as  well 
as  of  fresh  air  ;  breathing  nothing  but  a  roi- 
some  atmosjjhere  of  the  morbid  steams  ex- 
haling from  their  own  excrements  and  dis- 
eased bodies,  devoured  witli  vermin  hatched 
in  the  filth  that  surrounded  them,  and  desti- 
tute of  every  convenience  necessary  for  peo- 
ple in  that  helpless  condition. 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

A  disagreeable  accident  happens  to  me  -in 
the  discharge  of  my  office — Morgan's 
nose  is  amended — a  dialogue  between  him 
and  the  ship's  steward — upon  examina- 
tion, I  find  more  causes  of  complaint  than 
one — juy  hair  is  cut  off — Morgan's  cook- 
ery— the  manner  of  sleeping  on  board — 
/  am  waked  in  the  night  by  a  dreadful 
noise. 

I  COULD  not  comprehend  how  it  was  possible 
for  the  attendants  to  come  near  those  who 
hung  on  the  inside  towards  the  sides  of  the 
ship,  in  order  to  assist  them,  as  they  seemed 
barricadoed  by  those  who  lay  on  the  outside, 
and  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of  all  visitation. 
Much  less  could  I  conceive  how  my  friend 
Thomson  would  be  able  to  administer  clys- 
ters, that  were  ordered  for  some  in  that  situ- 
ation ;  when  I  saw  him  thrust  his  wig  into 
his  pocket,  and  strip  himself  to  his  waistcoat 
in  a  moment,  then  creep  on  all  four  under  the 
hammocks  of  the  sick,  and,  forcing  up  his 
bare  pate  between  two,  keep  them  asunder 
with  one  shoulder  until  he  had  done  his  duty. 
Eager  to  learn  the  service,  I  desired  he  would 
give  mt2  leave  to  perform  the  next  operation 
of  tha'",  kind  ;  and  he  consenting,  I  undressed 
myseV  after  his  example,  and  crawling  along, 
the  ship  happened  to  roll ;  this  motion  alarm- 
ed mc,  I  laid  hold  of  the  first  thing  that  came 
within  my  grasp,  v.'ith  such  violence,  that  I 
nverturneJ  it,  and  soon  found,  by  the  smell 
that  issued  upon  me,  I  had  not  unlocked  a 
•jox  of  the  most  delicious  perfume :  it  was  well 
for  me  that  my  nose  was  none  of  the  most  deli- 
cate, else  I  know  not  how  I  might  have  been 
3  ffljctedbv  this  vapour,  which  diffused  itself  all 


over  the  ship,  to  the  utter  discomposure  of 
every  body  who  tarried  on  the  same  deck 
neither  was  the  consequence  of  Ihio  disgrace 
confined  to  my  .sense  of  smelling  onl}-";  for 
I  felt  my  misfortune  more  ways  than  one 
That  I  might  not,  however,  appear  altogcthei 
disconcerted  in  this  my  first  essay,  I  got  up. 
and  pushingmy  head  with  great  force  betweei 
two  hammocks,  towards  tiie  middle,  where 
the  greatest  resistance  was,  I  made  an  open- 
ing, indeed,  but,  not  understanding  the  knack 
of  dexterously  turning  my  shoulder  to  main- 
tain my  advantage,  had  the  mortification  to 
find  rn3^self  stuck  up  as  it  were  in  a  pillory, 
and  the  weight  of  three  or  four  people  bear- 
ing on  eacii  side  of  my  neck,  so  that  I  was 
in  danger  of  strangulation.  While  I  remain- 
ed in  this  defenceless  posture,  one  of  the  sick 
men,  rendered  peevish  by  his  distemper,  was 
so  enraged  at  the  smell  I  had  occasioned,  and 
the  rude  shock  he  had  received  from  me  in 
my  elevation,  that,  with  many  bitter  reproach- 
es, he  seized  mo  by  the  nose,  which  he 
tweaked  so  unmercifully,  that  I  roared  with 
anguish.  Thomson,  perceiving  my  condition, 
ordered  one  of  the  waiters  to  my  assistance, 
who  with  much  difficulty  disengaged  me  from 
this  situation,  and  hindered  me  from  taking 
vengeance  of  the  sick  man,  whose  indisposi- 
tion would  not  have  screened  him  from  the 
effects  of  my  indignation. 

After  having  made  an  end  of  our  ministry 
for  that  time,  we  descended  to  the  cock. pit. 
my  friend  comforting  me  for  what  had  hap- 
pened with  a  homely  proverb,  which  I  do 
not  choose  to  repeat.  W  hen  we  had  descend- 
ed half  way  down  the  ladder,  Mr  Morgan, 
before  he  saw  us,  having  intelligence  by  his 
nose  of  the  approach  of  something  extraordi- 
nary, cried, — "  Cot  have  mercy  upon  my  sen- 
ses !  I  believe  the  enemy  has  porded  us  in  a 
stink-pot  !"  Then  directing  his  discourse  to 
the  steward,  from  whom  he  imagined  the 
odour  proceeded,  he  reprimanded  him  severe- 
ly for  the  freedoms  he  took  among  gentle- 
men of  birth,  and  threatened  to  smoke  him 
like  a  padgcr  with  sulphur,  if  he  ever  should 
presume  to  offend  his  neighbours  with  such 
smells  for  the  future.  The  steward,  con- 
scious of  his  own  innocence,  replied,  with 
some  warmth, — "  I  know  of  no  smells  but 
those  of  your  own  making."  This  repartee 
introduced  a  smart  dialogue,  in  which  the 
Welchman  undertook  to  prove,  that  though 
the  stench  he  complained  of  did  not  flow 
from  the  steward's  own  body,  he  was,  never- 
thelcss,  the  author  of  it,  by  serving  out  dam- 
aged provisions  to  tlie  ship's  company;  and, 
in  particular,  putrifiod  cheese,  from  the  use 
of  which  only,  lie  affirmed,  such  unsavoury 
steams  could  arise.  Then  he  launched  out 
into  the  praise  of  good  cheese,  of  which  he 
gave  the  analysis  :  he  explained  the  different 
kinds  of  that  commodity,  with  the  methods 
practised  to  make  nnd  preserve  it ;  ana  con- 
cluded  with  observing,  that,  in  yieldinff  jocd 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


M 


ciiecse,  the  conn  y  of  (jliimoroan  mi<rlit  vie 
vvitli  Cheshire  itsi^lf,  and  was  much  superior 
to  it  in  tlie  produce  of  jroats  and  putter.  1 
trathered  tVoni  this  conversation,  tliat,  if  1 
entered  in  my  present,  pickle,  1  sliouhl  be  no 
welcome  <juest :  and  therefore  desired  Mr 
Tliomson  to  jjo  before,  and  represent  my  ca- 
lamity ;  at  which  the  first  mate  expressing 
some  concern,  went  upon  deck  immediately, 
taking  his  way  through  the  cable  tier,  and  by 
the  main  hatchway,  to  avoid  encountering  me, 
desiring  nie  to  clean  myself  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, for  he  intended  to  regale  himself  with  a 
dish  of  salmagundy  and  a  pi|)e.  According- 
ly I  set  about  this  disagreeable  business,  and 
soon  found  I  had  more  causes  of  complaint 
than  I  at  first  imagined  ;  for  I  perceived  some 
guests  had  honoured  me  with  their  company, 
whose  visit  I  did  not  at  all  think  seasonable; 
neither  did  they  seem  inclined  to  leave  nic  in 
a  hurry,  for  they  were  in  possession  of  my 
chief  quarters,  where  they  fed  without  re- 
serve at  the  expense  of  my  blood.  But  con- 
sidering it  would  be  much  easier  to  extirpate 
this  ferocious  colony  in  the  infancy  of  their 
settlement,  than  afler  they  should  be  multi- 
plied and  naturalized  to  the  soil,  I  took  the 
advice  of  my  friend,  who,  to  prevent  such 
misfortunes,  went  always  close  shaved,  and 
made  the  boy  of  our  mess  cut  off  my  hair, 
which  had  been  growing  since  I  left  tlie  ser- 
vice of  Lavement,  and  the  second  mate  lent 
me  an  old  bob-wig,  to  supply  the  loss  of  that 
covering. 

This  affair  being  ended,  and  every  thing 
adjusted  in  the  best  manner  my  circum- 
stances would  permit,  the  descendant  of  Car- 
actacus  returned,  and  ordering  the  boy  to 
bring  a  piece  of  salt  beef  from  the  brine,  cut 
off  a  slice,  and  mixed  it  with  an  equal  quanti- 
ty of  onions,  which  seasoning  with  a  mode- 
rate proportion  of  pepper  and  salt,  he  brought 
it  into  Ef consistence  with  oil  and  vinegar; 
men  tasting  the  dish,  assured  us  it  was  the 
best  salmagundy  that  ever  he  made,  and  re- 
commended it  to  our  palates  with  such  heart- 
iness, that  I  could  not  lielp  doing  honour  to 
his  preparation.  But  I  had  no  sooner  swal- 
lowed a  mouthful,  tlian  I  lliought  mv  entrails 
were  scorched,  and  endeavoured,  with  a  de- 
"nge  of  small  beer,  to  allay  the  heat  it  occa- 
sioned. Supper  being  over,  Mr  Morjran  hav- 
ing smoked  a  couple  of  pipes,  and  supplied 
the  moisture  he  had  expended  with  as  many 
cans  of  flip,  of  which  we  all  partook,  a  cer- 
tain yawning  began  to  admonish  me,  that  it 
was  high  time  to  repair  by  sleep  the  injury  I 
had  suffered  from  want  of^rest  the  preceding 
night ;  which  being  perceived  by  my  com- 
panions, whose  time  of  repose  was  now  arri- 
ved, they  proposed  we  should  turn  in,  or,  in 
ether  words,  go  to  bed.  Our  hammocks, 
which  hung  parallel  to  one  anotiier,  on  the 
outside  of  the  berth,  were  immediately  un- 
lashed,  and  I  beheld  my  mess-mates  spring 
witJigifRt  agili'yinto  their  resoective  nests, 


where  they  seemed  to  lie  concealed,  very 
much  at  their  ease.  But  it  was  some  time 
before  I  could  prevail  upon  myself  to  tru.-t  my 
carca*!S  at  such  a  distance  from  the  ground^  in 
a  narrow  bag,  out  of  whicli  I  imagined  I 
should  be  apt,  on  theleastmotion  in  my  slecp^ 
to  tumble  down,  at  the  hazard  of  breaking  my 
bones.  I  suffered  myself,  however,  to  bo 
persuaded,  and,  taking  a  leap  to  get  in,  threw 
myself  quite  over,  with  such  violence,  that, 
iiad  I  not  luckily  got  hold  of  Thomson's 
hammock,  I  should  have  jjitclied  upon  my 
head  on  the  other  side,  and  in  all  likelihood 
fractured  my  skull.  After  some  fruitle&d 
etibrts,  I  succeeded  at  last ;  but  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  jeopardy  in  which  I  believed  my- 
self, withstood  all  the  attacks  of  sleep,  till 
towards  the  morning  watch  ;  when,  in  spite 
of  my  fears,  I  was  overpowered  with  slumber, 
though  1  (lid  not  long  enjoy  this  comfortable 
situation,  being  aroused  with  a  noise  so  loud 
and  shrill,  that  I  thought  the  drums  of  my 
ears  were  burst  by  it ;  this  was  followed  by  a 
dreadful  summons  pronounced  by  a  hoarse 
voice,  which  I  could  not  understand.  While 
I  was  debating  with  myself  whether  or  not  I 
should  wake  my  companion,  and  inquire  into 
the  occasion  of  this  disturbance,  I  was  in- 
formed by  one  of  the  quarter-masters,  who 
passed  by  me  with  a  lantern  in  his  hand,  that 
the  noise  which  alarmed  me  was  occasioned 
by  the  boatswain's  mates,  who  calied  up  the 
larboard  watch,  and  that  I  must  lay  my  ac- 
count with  such  interruption  every  morning 
at  the  same  hour.  Being  now  more  assured 
of  my  safety,  I  addressed  myself  again  to  rest, 
and  slept  till  eight  o'clock,  when  rising,  and 
breakfasting  with  my  comrades  on  biscuit  and 
brandy,  the  sick  were  visited  and  assisted  as 
before  ;  after  which  visitation  my  good  friend 
Thomson  explained  and  performed  another 
piece  of  duty  to  which  1  was  a  stranger.  At 
a  certain  hour  in  the  morning,  the  boy  of  the 
mess  went  round  all  the  decks,  ringing  a 
small  hand-bell,  and,  in  rhymes  composed  for 
the  occasion,  invited  all  those  who  had  sores 
to  repair  before  the  mast,  where  one  of  the 
doctor's  mates  attended,  with  ajjplications  to 
dress  them,. 


CHAPTER   XXVII. 

I  ocf/utre  Ihe  frienthhip  nf  the  sntr/ieon, 
who  jirocures  a  warrant  f<rr  me,  and  makes 
me  a  present  of  clothes — a  battle  between 
n  midshipman  and  me — the  surf- eo.i  leavts 
the  ship — the  captain  comes  on  board  with 
another  surgeon — a  dialoiT^iie  between  the 
captain  and  Morgan — the  sick  are  order- 
ed to  be  brought  vpon  the  quarter-deck 
and  examined— the  consequences  of  thcl 
order — a  madman  accuses  Morgan,  and  ij< 
set  at  liberty  by  command  of  the  captain, 
whom  he  instantly  attacks  and  pummeU 
without  niercu. 
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While  I  was  busied  with  my  friend  in 
this  practice,  the  doctor  chanced  to  pass 
by  the  place  where  we  were,  and,  stopping 
to  observe  me,  appeared  very  well  satisfied 
with  my  method  of  application  ;  and  after- 
wards sent  for  me  to  his  cabin,  where,  having 
examined  me  touching  my  skill  in  surgery, 
and  the  particulars  of  my  fortune,  he  interest- 
ed himself  so  far  in  my  behalf,  as  to  promise 
his  assistance  in  procuring  a  warrant  for  me, 
fleeing  I  had  been  already  found  qualified  at 
surgeons'  hall  for  the  station  I  filled  on  board  ; 
and  in  this  good  office  he  the  more  cordially 
engaged,  when  he  understood  I  was  nephew 
to  Lieutenant  Bowling,  for  whom  he  express- 
ed a  particular  regard.  In  the  meantime,  I 
could  learn  from  his  discourse,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  go  to  sea  again  with  Captain  Oakum, 
liaving,  as  lie  thought,  been  indifferently 
used  by  him  during  the  last  voyage. 

While  1  lived  tolerably  easy,  in  expecta- 
tion  of  preferment,  I  was  not  altogether  with- 
out mortifications,  which  I  not  only  suffbred 
from  the  rude  insults  of  the  sailors  and  petty 
officers,  among  whom  I  was  known  by  the 
name  of  loblolly  boy,  but  also  from  the'  dis- 
position of  Morgan,  who,  though  friendly  in 
the  main,  was  often  very  troublesome  with 
!iis  pride,  which  expected  a  good  deal  of  sub- 
mission from  me,  and  delighted  in  recapi- 
tulating the  favours  I  had  received  at  his 
hands. 

About  six  weeks  after  my  arrival  on  board, 
the  surgeon,  bidding  me  follow  him  into  his 
cabin,  presented  a  warrant  to  me,  by  which  I 
was  appointed  surgeon's  third  mate  on  board 
the  Thunder.  This  he  had  procured  by  his 
interest  at  the  navy-office  ;  as  also  another 
for  himself,  by  virtue  of  which  he  was  remov- 
ed into  a  second  rate.  I  acknowledged  his 
kindness  in  the  strongest  terms  my  gratitude 
could  suggest,  and  professed  my  sorrow  at 
the  prospect  of  losing  so  valuable  a  friend, 
to  whom  I  hoped  to  have  recommended  my- 
self still  farther  by  my  respectful  and  diligent 
behaviour.  But  his  generosity  rested  not 
here ;  for,  before  he  left  the  ship,  he  made  rae 
a  present  of  a  chest  and  some  clothes,  that 
enabled  me  to  support  the  rank  to  which  he 
had  raised  mo.  I  found  my  spirits  revive 
with  my  good  fortime  ;  and,  now  I  was  an 
officer,  resolved  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
my  station,  against  all  opposition  or  affronts. 
Nor  was  it  long  before  I  had  occasion  to  ex- 
ert my  resolution  .  my  old  enemy,  the  mid- 
shipman (whose  name  was  Crampley),  en- 
tertaining an  implacable  animosity  against 
me  for  the  disgrace  he  had  suffered  on  my 
account,  had  since  that  time  taken  all  oppor- 
tunities of  reviling  and  ridiculing  me,  when 
1  was  not  entitled  to  retort  this  bad  usage. 
And  even  after  I  had  been  rated  on  the  books, 
(ind  mustered  as  surgeon's  mate,  did  not 
I  iiink  fit  to  restrain  his  insolence.  In  parti- 
■.iilar,  being  one  day  present  while  I  dressed 
i  u  ound  m  a  sailor's  leg,  he  began  to  sintr  a 


song,  which  I  thought  highly  injurious  to  the 
honour  of  my  country,  and  therefore  signified 
my  resentment,  by  observing,  that  the  Scots 
always  laid  their  account  with  finding  ene- 
mies among  the  ignorant,  in&ignificant,  and 
malicious.  This  unexpected  piece  of  assur- 
ance enraged  him  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
lent  me  a  blow  on  the  face,  which  I  verily 
thought  had  demolished  my  cheekbone :  I 
was  not  slow  in  returning  the  obligation,  and 
the  affair  began  to  be  very  serious,  when  by 
accident  Mr  Morgan,  and  one  of  the  master's 
mates,  coming  that  way,  interposed,  and  in- 
quiring into  the  cause,  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote a  reconciliation  ;  but  finding  us  both 
exasperated  to  the  uttermost,  and  bent  against 
accommodation,  they  advised  us  either  to 
leave  our  difference  undecided  till  we  should 
have  an  opportunity  ofterminatingitonshore, 
like  gentlemen,  or  else  choose  a  proper  place 
on  board,  and  bring  it  to  an  issue  by  boxing. 
This  last  expedient  was  greedily  embraced 
by  us  both  ;  find  being  forthwith  conducted  to 
the  ground  proposed,  we  stripped  in  a  mo- 
ment,  and  began  a  very  furious  contest,  in 
which  I  soon  found  myself  inferior  to  my  an- 
tagonist, not  so  much  in  strength  and  agility,, 
as  in  skill,  which  he  had  acquired  in  the 
school  of  Hockley-in-the-hole  and  Totten- 
ham-court. Many  cross  buttocks  did  I  sus- 
tain, and  pegs  in  the  stomach  v/ithout  num- 
ber, till  at  last  my  breath  being  quite  gone,  as 
well  as  my  vigour  wasted,  I  grew  desperate, 
and  collecting  all  my  strength  in  one  effort, 
threw  in  at  once,  head,  hands,  and  feet,  with 
such  violence,  that  I  drove  my  antagonist 
three  paces  backward  into  the  main  hatch- 
way, down  which  he  fell,  and  pitching  upon 
his  head  and  right  shoulder,  remained  withoui 
sense  and  motion.  Morgan  looking  down,, 
and  seeing  him  lie  in  that  condition,  cried, — 
"  Upon  my  conscience,  as  I  am  a  Christian 
sinner,  look  you,  I  believe  his  patties  o.re  all 
ofer  ;  but  I  take  you  all  to  witness  that  there 
was  no  treachery  in  the  case,  and  that  he  has 
suffered  by  the  chance  of  war."  So  saying, 
he  descended  to  the  deck  below,  to  examine 
into  the  situation  of  my  adversary ;  and  left 
me  very  little  pleased  with  my  victory,  as  I 
found  myself  not  only  terribly  bruised,  but 
likewise  in  danger  of  being  called  to  account 
for  the  death  of  Crampley.  But  this  fear 
vanished,  when  my  fellow  mate,  having,  by 
bleeding  him  in  the  jugular,  brought  him  to 
himselfj  and  inquired  into  the  state  of  his 
body,  called  up  to  me  to  be  under  no  concern, 
for  the  midshipman  had  received  no  other 
damage  than  as  pretty  a  luxation  of  the  os 
humeri  as  one  would  desire  to  see  on  a  sum- 
mer's day.  Upon  this  information  I  crawled 
down  to  the  cockpit,  and  acquainted  Thomson 
with  the  aflliir,  who,  providing  himself  with 
bandages,  &c.  necessary  for  the  occaeion, 
went  up  to  assist  Mr  Morgan  in  the  reduction 
of  the  dislocation.  When  this  was  success- 
fully performed,  they  wished  me  joy  on  th« 
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event  of  the  combat ;  and  tlio  Wclslnnan, 
at\or  observing,  that,  in  all  likelihood,  the 
ancient  Scots  and  Britons  were  the  same 
people,  bade  ino — "  praise  (Jot  for  putting^ 
mettle  in  my  pelly,  and  slronfrth  in  my  limbs 
to  support  it."  1  acipiircd  .«ul1i  reputation  by 
this  rencontre  (which  lasted  twenty  minutes), 
that  every  body  became  more  cautious  in  be- 
haviour towards  me  :  though  Crampley,  with 
his  arm  in  a  sling,  talked  very  high,  and 
threatened  to  seize  the  first  opportunity  of 
retrieving  on  shore  the  honour  !:e  had  lost  by 
an  accident,  from  which  I  could  justly  claim 
no  merit.  At  this  time,  Captain  Oakum  hav- 
ing received  sailing  orders,  came  on  board, 
and  brought  with  him  a  surgeon  of  his  own 
countrv,  who  soon  made  ns  sensible  of  the  loss 
we  suffered  in  the  departure  of  Dr  Atkins  ; 
for  he  was  grossly  ignorant,  and  intolerably 
assuming,  false,  vindictive,  and  unforgiving; 
a  merciless  tyrant  to  his  inferiors,  an  abject 
sycophant  to  those  above  him.  In  the  morn- 
ing after  the  captain  came  on  board,  our 
first  mate,  according  to  custom,  went  to  wait 
on  him  with  a  sick  list,  which,  when  this 
grim  commander  had  perused,  he  cried  with 
a  stern  countenance, — "  Blood  and  oons  ! 
si.\ty-one  sick  people  on  board  of  my  ship  ! 
riark'ee,  you  sir,  I'll  have  no  sick  in  my  ship, 
by  G — tl."  The  Welshman  replied,  he 
should  be  very  glad  to  find  no  sick  people  en 
board  :  but  while  it  was  otherwise,  he  did  no 
more  than  his  duty  in  presenting  him  with  a 
list.  "  You  and  your  list  may  be  d — d,"  (said 
the  captain,  throwing  it  at  him)  "  I  say  there 
shall  be  no  sick  in  this  ship  while  I  have  the 
command  of  her."  Mr  Morgan  being  nettled 
at  this  treatment,  told  him  his  indignation 
ought  to  be  directed  to  Got  Almighty,  who 
visited  his  people  with  distempers,  and  not  to 
him,  who  contributed  all  in  his  power  towards 
their  cure..  The  bashaw  not  being  used  to 
such  behaviour  in  any  of  his  officers,  \\as  en- 
raged to  fury  at  this  satirical  insinuation,  and, 
■5tamping  with  his  foot,  called  him  insolent 
Bcoundrel,  threatening  to  have  him  pinioned 
to  the  deck,  if  he  should  presume  to  utter 
another  syllable.  But  the  blood  of  Caracta- 
cus  being  thoroughly  heated,  disdained  to  be 
restricted  by  such  a  command,  and  began  to 
manifest  itself  in, — "  Captain  Oagum,  I  am  a 
uhentleman  of  birth  and  parentage,  look  you, 
and  peradventure  I  am  moreover" — Here  his 
harangue  was  broken  off  by  the  captain's 
steward,  who,  being  Morgan's  countryman, 
hurried  him  out  of  the  cabin  before  he  had 
time  to  exasperate  his  master  to  a  greater 
degree  :  and  this  would  certainly  have  been 
the  case  ;  for  the  indignant  Welshman  could 
hardly  be  hindered,  by  his  friend's  arguments 
and  entreaties,  from  re-entering  the  presence 
ehamber.  and  defying  Captain  Oakum  to  his 
teeth.  He  was,  however,  appeased  at  length, 
and  came  down  to  the  berth,  where,  finding 
Thomson  and  me  at  work  preparing  medi- 
cines, he  bade  us  leave  off  our  labour  and  go 
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to  play,  for  the  captain,  by  his  sol(>  word  and 
power  and  command,  had  driven  sickness  a 
pegging  to  the  tevil,  and  there  was  no  more 
malady  on  board.  So  saying,  he  drank  off  a 
gill  of  brandy,  sighed  grievously  three  times, 
poured  forth  an  ejaculation  of — "  Got  bless 
my  heart,  liver,  and  lungs  !"  and  then  began 
to  sing  a  Welsh  song  with  great  earnestness 
of  visage,  voice,  and  gesture.  I  could  not 
conceive  the  meaning  of  this  singular  pheno- 
menon, and  saw  by  the  looks  of  Thomson 
who  at  the  same  time  shook  his  head,  that 
he  suspected  poor  Cadwalladcr's  brains  were 
unsettled.  He,  perceiving  our  amazement, 
told  us  he  would  explain  thcmysterj^;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  bade  us  take  notice,  that  he 
had  lived  poy,  pachelor,  married  man,  and 
widower,  almost  forty  years,  and  in  all 
that  time,  there  was  no  man  nor  mother's 
son  in  the  whole  world  who  durst  ust 
him  so  ill  as  Captain  Oagum  had  done. 
Then  he  acquainted  us  with  the  dialogue 
that  passed  between  them,  as  I  have  al- 
ready related  it  ;  and  had  no  sooner  finished 
this  narration,  tiian  he  received  a  message 
from  the  surgeon,  to  bring  the  sick  list  to  the 
qucrter-deck,  for  the  captain  had  ordered  all 
t'.e  patients  thither  to  be  reviewed.  This 
.nhiiman  order  shocked  us  extremely,  as  we 
knew  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  some 
of  them  on  the  deck,  without  imminent  dan- 
ger of  their  lives  ;  but  as  we  likewise  knew 
it  would  be  to  no  purpose  for  us  to  remon- 
strate against  it,  we  repaired  to  the  quarter- 
deck in  a  body,  to  see  this  e.xtraordinary 
muster;  Morgan  observing  by  the  way,  that 
the  captain  was  going  to  send  to  the  other 
world  a  great  many  evidences  to  testify 
against  himself.  When  we  appeared  upon 
the  deck,  the  captain  bade  the  doctor,  who 
stood  bowing  at  his  right  hand,  look  at  these 

lazy  lubberly  sons  of  b s,  who  were  good 

for  nothing  on  board  but  to  eat  the  king's 
provisions,  and  encourage  idleness  in  the 
skulkers.  The  surgeon  grinned  approbation, 
and,  taking  the  list,  began  to  examine  the 
complaints  of  each,  as  they  could  crawl  to 
the  place  appointed.  The  first  who  came 
under  his  cognizance  was  a  poor  fellow  just 
freed  of  a  fever,  which  had  weakened  him  so 
much,  that  he  could  hardly  stand.  Mr  Mack 
shane  (for  that  was  the  doctor's  name)  ha\ 
ing  felt  his  pulse,  protested  he  was  as  well  as 
any  man  in  the  world  ;  and  the  captain  de- 
livered him  over  to  the  boatswain's  mate, 
with  orders  that  he  should  receive  a  round 
dozen  at  the  gang-way  immediately,  for 
counterfeiting  himself  sick  ;  but  before  the 
discipline  could  be  executed,  the  man  dropt 
down  on  the  deck,  and  had  well  nigh  perish- 
ed under  the  hands  of  the  executioner.  The 
next  patient  to  be  considered  laboured  under 
a  quartan  ague,  and  being  then  in  his  interval 
of  health,  discovered  no  other  symptoms  of 
distemper  than  a  pale  meagre  countenance, 
a'ld  emaciated  body  :  upon  which   he    vvao 
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declared  fit  for  duty,  and  turned  over  to  the 
boatswain  :  but,  being  resolved  to  disgrace 
the  doctor,  died  upon  the  forecastle  next  day, 
during  his  cold  fit.  The  third  complained  of 
a  pleuritic  stitch,  and  spitting  of  blood  ;  for 
which  Doctor  Mackshane  prescribed  exercise 
at  the  pump,  to  promote  expectoration  :  but, 
whether  this  was  improper  for  one  in  his  sit- 
uation, or  that  it  was  used  to  excess,  1  know 
not  ;  for  in  less  than  half  an  hour  he  was 
suffocated  with  a  deluge  of  blood  that  issued 
from  his  lungs.  A  fourth,  with  much  diffi- 
culty, climbed  to  the  quarter-deck,  being  load- 
ed with  a  monstrous  ascites  or  dropsy,  that 
invaded  his  chest  so  much,  he  could  scarce 
fetch  his  breath  ;  but  his  disease  being  inter- 
preted into  fat,  occasioned  by  idleness  and 
excess  of  eating,  he  was  ordered,  with  a  view 
to  promote  perspiration,  and  enlarge  his  chest, 
to  go  aloft  immediately  ;  it  was  in  vain  for 
this  unv.'ieldy  wretch  to  allege  his  utter  inca- 
pacity, the  boatswain's  driver  was  command- 
ed to  whip  him  up  with  the  cat-o'nine-tails  : 
Hie  smart  of  this  application  made  him  exert 
iiimself  so  much,  that  he  actually  arrived  at 
the  puttoc  shrouds  ;  but  when  the  enormous 
weight  of  his  body  had  nothing  else  to  sup- 
pc-t  it  than  his  weakened  arms,  either  out  of 
gpite  or  necessity,  he  quitted  his  hold,  and 
plumped  into  the  sea,  where  he  must  have 
been  drowned,  had  not  a  sailor,  who  was  in 
a  boat  ah.ngside,  saved  his  life,  by  keeping 
liim  afloat  till  he  was  hoisted  on  board  by  a 
tackle.  It  would  be  tedious  and  disagreeable 
to  describe  the  fate  of  every  miserable  object 
that  suffered  by  tlie  inhumanity  and  ignorance 
of  the  captain  and  surgeon,  who  so  wantonly 
sacrificed  the  lives  of  their  fellow-creatures. 
Many  were  brought  up  in  the  height  of  fevers, 
and  rendered  delirious  by  the  injuries  tiiey 
received  in  tiie  way.  Some  gave  up  the 
ghost  in  the  presence  of  their  inspectors  ; 
and  others,  who  were  ordered  to  their  duty, 
languished  a  few  days  at  work  among  their 
fellows,  and  then  departed  without  any  cere- 
mony. On  the  whole,  the  number  of  the 
sick  was  reduced  to  less  than  a  dozen  ;  and 
th»;  authors  of  this  reduction  were  applaud- 
ing themselves  for  the  services  they  had  done 
to  their  king  and  country,  when  the  boat- 
swain's mate  informed  his  honour,  that  there 
was  a  man  below  lashed  to  his  hammock  by 
the  direction  of  the  doctor's  mate,  and  that 
he  begged  hard  to  be  released,  affirming  he 
iiad  been  so  maltreated  only  for  a  grudge  Mr 
Morgan  bore  him,  and  that  he  was  as  much 
in  his  senses  as  any  man  aboard.  The  cap- 
tain hearing  this,  darted  a  severe  look  at  the 
U'elshman,  and  ordered  the  man  to  be  brought 
up  immediately  ;  upon  which  Morgan  pro- 
tested witU  great  fervency,  that  the  person  in 
question  was  as  mad  as  a  March  hare  ;  and 
i;egged,  for  the  love  of  Got,  they  would  at 
least  keep  his  arms  pinioned  during  his  ex- 
ainmation,  to  prevent  him  from  doing  mis- 


chief. This  request  the  commander  granted 
for  his  own  sake,  and  the  patient  was  pro- 
duced, who  insisted  upon  his  being  m  his 
right  wits  with  such  calmness  and  strength 
of  argument,  that  every  body  present  was  in- 
clined to  believe  him,  except  Morgan,  who 
affirmed  there  was  no  trusting  to  appearances; 
for  he  himself  had  been  so  much  imposed 
upon  by  his  behaviour  two  days  before,  that 
he  had  actually  unbound  him  with  his  owu 
hands  and  had  well  nigh  been  murdered  for 
his  pains  :  this  was  confirmed  by  the  evidence 
of  one  of  the  waiters,  who  declared  he  had 
pulled  this  patient  from  the  doctor's  mate, 
whom  he  had  gotten  down  and  almost  strancr. 
led.  To  this  the  man  answered,  that  the  wit- 
ness was  a  creature  of  Morgan's,  and  was 
suborned  to  give  his  testimony  against  him  by 
the  malice  of  the  mate,  whom  the  defendant 
had  affronted,  by  discovering  to  the  people  on 
board  that  Mr  Morgan's  wife  kept  a  gin  shop 
in  Rag- fair.  This  anecdote  produced  a  laugn 
at  the  expense  of  the  Welshman,  who,  shak- 
ing his  head  with  some  emotion,  said, — "  Ay, 
ay,  'tis  no  matter.  Got  knows  it  an  arrant 
falsehood."  Captain  Oakum,  without  any 
further  hesitation,  ordered  the  fellow  to  be 
unfettered,  at  the  same  time  threatening  to 
make  Morgan  exchange  situations  with  him 
for  his  spite.  Sut  the  Briton  no  sooner 
heard  the  decision  in  favour  of  the  madman, 
than  he  got  up  the  mizen  shrouds,  crying  to 
Thomson  and  me  to  get  out  of  his  reach,  for 
we  would  see  him  play  the  devil  with  a  ven- 
geance. We  did  not  think  fit  to  disregard 
his  caution,  and  accordingly  got  up  on  the 
poop,  whence  we  beheld  the  maniac,  as  soon 
as  he  was  released,  fly  at  the  captain  like  a 
fury,  crying, — "  I'll  let  you  know,  you  scoun- 
drel, that  I  am  commander  of  this  vessel," 
and  pummelled  him  without  mercy.  The 
surgeon,  who  went  to  the  assistance  of  his 
patron,  shared  the  same  fate;  and  it  was  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  that  he  was  mastered  at 
last,  after  having  done  great  execution  among 
those  who  opposed  him. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

The  captain  enraged,  threatens  to  put  the 
madman  to  death  with  his  own  hand — is 
diverted  from  that  resolution  by  the  ar- 
guments and  persuasions  of  thf  first  lieu- 
tenant  and  surgeon — we  set  sail  for  St 
Helen's,  joiii  the  fleet  under  thecomviand 
of  Sir  C — 71 — r  O — le  and  proceed  for  the 
West  Indies — rtre  overtaken  by  a  terrible 
tempest — my  friend  Jack  Rattlin  has  hit 
leg  broken  by  a  fall  from  the  main-yard — 
the  behaviour  of  Doctor  Mackshane — 
Jack  opposes  the  amputation  of  his  limb, 
in  which  he  is  seconded  by  Morgan  an<i 
me,  who  undertake  the  cure,  and  perform 
it  successfully. 
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The  captain  was  carried  into  his  cabin,  so 
enraged  uith  the  treatment  he  liad  received, 
that  he  ordered  tlie  fellow  to  bo  broujrht  be- 
fore him,  that  he  might  have  the  pleasure  of 
pistolling  him  with  his  own  hand;  and  wonld 
certainly  have  satistied  his  revenge  in  tiiis 
manner,  had  not  the  first  lieutenant  remon- 
strated agai.ist  it,  by  observing,  that  in  all 
appearance  the  fellow  was  not  mad  but  des- 
perate; that  he  had  been  hired  by  some  ene- 
my of  the  ca])tain  to  assassinate  him,  and 
therefore  ouglit  to  be  kept  in  irons  till  he 
could  be  brought  to  a  court  martial,  wiiieh, 
no  doubt,  would  sitl  the  atlair  to  the  bottom 
(by  which  means  important  discoveries  might 
be  made),  and  then  sentence  the  criminal  to 
a  death  adequate  to  his  demerits.  This  sug- 
gestion, improbable  us  it  was,  had  the  desired 
effect  upon  the  captain,  being  exactly  calcu- 
lated for  the  meridian  of  his  intellects  ;  more 
especially  as  Doctor  Mackshanc  espoused 
this  opinion,  in  consequence  of  his  previous 
declaration  that  the  man  was  not  mad.  Mor- 
gan, finding  there  was  no  more  damage  done, 
could  not  help  discovering,  by  his  counte- 
nance, the  pleasure  he  enjoyed  on  this  oc- 
casion: and  while  he  bathed  the  doctor's 
face  vvith  an  embrocation,  ventured  to  ask 
liim,  whether  he  thought  there  were  more 
fools  or  madmen  on  board  ]  But  he  would 
have  been  wiser  in  containing  this  sally, 
which  his  patient  carefully  laid  up  in  his  me- 
mory, to  be  taken  notice  of  at  a  more  fit 
season.  Aleanwhile,  we  weighed  anchor, 
and  on  our  way  to  the  Downs,  the  madman, 
who  was  treated  as  prisoner,  took  an  oppor- 
tunity, while  the  sentinel  attended  him  at  the 
head,  to  leap  overboard,  and  frustrate  the  re- 
venge of  the  captain.  We  staid  not  long  at 
the  Downs,  but  took  the  benefit  of  the  first 
easterly  wind  to  go  round  to  Spithead;  where, 
having  received  on  board  provisions  for  six 
months,  we  sailed  from  St  Helen's  in  the 
grand  fleet  bound  for  the  West  Indies,  on  the 
ever  memorable  expedition  of  Carthagena. 

It  was  not  without  great  mortification  I 
saw  myself  on  the  point  of  being  transported 
to  such  a  distant  and  unhealthy  climate,  des- 
titute of  every  convenience  that  could  render 
such  a  voyage  supportable,  and  under  the 
dominion  of  an  arbitrary  tyrant,  whose  com- 
mand was  almost  mtolerable:  however,  as 
Uiese  complaints  were  common  to  a  great 
many  on  board,  I  resolved  to  submit  patiently 
to  my  fate,  and  contrive  to  make  myself  as 
easy  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  allow. 
We  got  out  of  the  channel  with  a  prosperous 
breeze,  which  died  away,  leaving  us  becalm- 
ed about  fifty  leagues  to  the  westward  of  the 
Lizard;  but  this  state  of  inaction  did  not 
last  long;  for  next  night  our  main-top  sail 
was  split  by  the  wind,  which  in  the  morning 
increased  to  a  hurricane.  I  was  wakened  by 
t  most  horrible  din,  occasioned  by  the  play 
of  the  gun-carriages  upon  the  deck  above, 
the  crack.ing  of  the  cabins   the  howling  o 


the  wind  through  the  shrouds,  the  confiiseo 
noise  of  the  >;hip's  crew,  the  pipes  of  the 
boatswain  and  his  mates,  the  trumpets  of  the 
lieutenants,  and  the  clanking  of  the  chain 
pumps.  JNIorgan,  who  had  never  been  at  sea 
before,  turned  out  in  a  great  hurry,  crying, — ■ 
"Got  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us  I 
I  believe  we  have  got  upon  the  confines  of 
Lucifer  and  the  d — d  !"  while  poor  Thomson 
lay  quaking  in  his  hammock,  putting  up  pe- 
titions to  Heaven  tor  our  safety.  I  rose  and 
joined  the  VV'elshnian,  with  whom  (after  hav- 
ing fortified  ourselves  with  brandy)  I  went 
above  ;  but,  if  my  sense  of  hearing  was  star- 
tied  before,  how  must  my  sight  have  been 
appalled  in  beholding  the  efiects  of  tiie  storrn! 
The  sea  was  swelled  into  billows  mountain 
high,  on  the  top  of  which  our  ship  some- 
times hung  as  if  it  was  about  to  be  precipita- 
ted to  the  abyss  below  !  Sometimes  we  sunk 
between  two  waves  that  rose  on  each  side 
higher  than  our  topmast  head,  and  threaten- 
ed, by  dashing  together,  to  overwhelm  us  in 
a  moment!  Of  all  our  fleet,  consisting  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  sail,  scarce  twelve  appear- 
ed, and  these  driving  under  their  bare  polos, 
at  the  mercy  of  the  tempest.  At  length  the 
mast  of  one  of  thein  gave  way,  and  tumbled 
overboard  with  a  hideous  crasli  !  Nor  waH 
the  prospect  in  our  own  ship  much  more 
agreeable ;  a  number  of  officers  and  sailors 
ran  backward  and  forward  with  distractioi: 
in  their  looks,  hallooing  to  one  another,  and 
undetermined  what  they  should  attend  to 
first.  Some  clung  to  the  yards,  endeavour- 
ing  to  unbend  tiie  sails,  that  were  split  into  a 
thousand  pieces,  flapping  in  the  wind  ;  others 
tried  to  furl  those  which  were  yet  whole, 
while  the  masts,  at  every  pitch,  bent  and  quiv- 
ered like  twigs,  as  if  they  would  have 
shivered  into  innumerable  splinters!  While 
I  considered  this  scene  with  ecjual  terror  and 
astonishment,  one  of  the  main  braces  broke, 
by  the  shock  whereof  two  sailors  were  flung 
from  the  yard's  arm  into  the  sea,  where  they 
perished,  and  poor  Jack  Rattlin  was  thrown 
down  upon  the  deck,  at  the  expense  of  a 
broken  leg.  Morgan  and  I  ran  immediately 
to  his  assistance,  and  found  a  splinter  of  the 
shin-bone  thrust  by  the  violence  of  the  fall 
through  the  skin.  As  this  was  a  case  vf  too 
great  consequence  to  be  treated  without  the 
authority  of  the  doctor.  I  went  down  to  the 
cabin  to  inform  him  of  the  accident,  as  well 
as  to  bring  up  dressings,  which  we  ahvavB 
kept  ready  prepared.  I  entered  his  ajinrt- 
ment  without  any  ceremony,  and,  by  the 
glimmering  of  a  lamp,  perceived  him  on  bin 
knees,  before  something  that  vf;ry  much 
resembled  a  crucifix ;  hut  th:s  I  will  not  insist 
u])on,  that  1  may  not  seen;  too  much  a  slave 
to  c(jmmon  report,  whicii,  indeed,  assisted 
my  conjecture  on  this  occasion,  by  represent- 
ing Doctor  Mackshaiie  as  a  member  of  tlie 
church  of  R.ome.  Be  this  as  it  will,  he  got 
:n  in  a  sort  of  confiision,  occasioned  (I  sup- 
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pose)  by  his  being'  disturbed  in  his  devotion, 
and,  in  a  trice,  snatched  the  subject  of  my 
suspicion  from  my  sight.  After  making  an 
apology  for  my  intrusion,  1  acquainted  him 
with  the  situation  of  Rattlin,  but  could  by  no 
means  prevail  upon  him  to  visit  him  on  deck, 
where  he  lay  ;  he  bade  me  desire  the  boat- 
swain to  order  some  of  the  men  to  carry  him 
down  to  the  cockpit,  and  in  the  mean  time 
(said  he)  I  will  direct  Thomson  to  get  ready 
the  dressings.  When  I  signified  to  the 
boatswain  the  doctor's  desire,  he  swore  a 
terrible  oath,  that  he  could  not  spare  one 
man  from  the  deck,  because  he  expected  the 
mast  would  go  by  the  board  every  minute. 
This  piece  of  information  did  not  at  all  con- 
tribute to  my  peace  of  mind;  however,  as 
rny  friend  Rattlin  complained  very  much, 
with  the  assistance  of  Morgan,  I  supported 
him  to  the  lower  deck,  whither  Mr  Mack- 
shane,  after  much  entreaty,  ventured  to  come, 
.attended  by  Thomson  with  a  box  full  of  dress- 
ings, and  his  own  servant,  who  carried  a 
whole  set  of  capital  instruments.  He  ex- 
amined the  fracture  and  the  wound ;  and 
concluding,  from  a  livid  colour  extending 
itself  upon  the  limb,  that  a  mortification 
would  ensue,  resolved  to  amputate  the  leg 
immediately.  This  was  a  dreadful  sentence 
to  the  patient,  who  recruiting  himself  with 
a  quid  of  tobacco,  pronounced,  with  a  woful 
countenance, — '*  What !  is  there  no  remedy, 
doctor  ?  must  I  be  docked  ]  can't  you  splice 
it  7"  "  Assuredly,  Doctor  Mackshane,"  said 
the  first  mate,  "  with  submission,  and  defer- 
ence, and  veneration  to  your  superior  abili- 
ties, and  opportunities,  and  stations,  look  ye, 
I  do  apprehend  and  conjecture,  and  aver,  that 
there  is  no  occasion  nor  necessity  to  smite 
ofi:'  this  poor  man's  leg."  "  God  Almighty 
bless  you,  dear  Welshman  !"  cried  Rattlin, 
"  may  you  have  fair  wind  and  weather  where- 
soever you're  bound,  and  come  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  heaven  at  last."  Mackshane, 
very  much  incensed  at  his  mate's  differing 
in  opinion  from  him  so  openly,  answered, 
that  he  was  not  bound  to  give  an  account  of 
his  practice  to  him  ;  and,  in  a  peremptory 
tone,  ordered  him  to  apply  the  tourniquet ; 
at  the  sight  of  which  Jack,  starting  up,  cried, 
— "  Avast,  avast  !  d — n  my  heart,  if  you  clap 
your  nippers  on  me,  till  I  know  wherefore  ! 
Mr  Random,  wont  you  lend  a  hand  towards 
saving  my  precious  limb]  Odds  lieart,  if 
Lieutenant  Rowling  was  hero,  he  would  not 
suffer  Jack  Rattlin's  leg  to  be  chopped  off 
like  apiece  of  old  junk."  This  pathetic  ad- 
dress to  me,  joined  to  my  inclination  to  serve 
my  Jionest  friend,  and  the  reasons  I  had  to 
believe  there  was  no  danger  in  delaying  the 
amputation,  induced  me  to  declare  myself 
3f  the  first  mate's  opinion,  and  affirm,  that 
;he  preternatural  colour  of  the  skin  was 
ttwing  to  an  inllammation  occasioned  bv 
*  contusion,  common  in  all  such  cases 
*.'ithout  any  indication   of  an    approaching 


gangrene.  Morgan,  who  iiad  a  great  opinion 
of  my  skill,  manifestly  exulted  in  my  fellow 
ship,  and  asked  Thomson's  sentiments  of 
the  matter,  in  hopes  of  strengtliening  our 
association  with  iiim  too,  but  he,  being' of  a 
meek  disposition,  and  either  dreadincr  tJie 
enmity  of  the  surgeon,  or  speaking  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  in  a  modest 
manner,  espoused  the  opinion  of  Mackshane, 
who,  by  this  time,  having  consulted  with 
himself,  determined  to  act  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  screen  himself  from  censure,  and  at 
the  same  time  revenge  himself  on  us  for  our 
arrogance  in  contradicting  him.  With  this 
view,  he  asked  if  we  would  undertake  to 
cure  the  leg  at  our  peril  J  that  is,  be  answer- 
able for  the  consequence.  To  this  question 
Morgan  replied,  that  the  lives  of  his  crea- 
tures are  in  the  hands  of  Got  alone  ;  and  it 
would  be  great  presumption  in  him  to  under- 
take for  an  event  that  was  in  the  power  of 
his  Maker,  no  more  than  the  doctor  could 
promise  to  cure  all  the  sick  to  whom  he  ad- 
ministered his  assistance  ;  but  if  the  patient 
vrould  put  himself  under  our  direction,  we 
would  do  our  endeavour  to  bring  his  dist*ui- 
per  to  a  favourable  issue,  to  which,  at  present, 
we  saw  no  obstruction.  I  signified  my 
concurrence  ;  and  Rattlin  was  so  overjoyed, 
that,  shaking  us  both  by  the  hands,  he  swore 
no  body  else  should  touch  him,  and,  if  he 
died,  his  blood  should  be  upon  his  own  head. 
Mr  Mackshane,  flattering  himself  with  the 
prospect  of  our  miscamage,  went  away,  and 
left  us  to  manage  it  as  we  should  think  pro- 
per ;  accordingly,  having  sawed  off  pari  of 
the  splinter  that  stuck  through  the  skin,  wo 
reduced  the  fracture,  dressed  the  wound, 
applied  the  eighteen-tailed  bandage,  and  put 
the  leg  in  a  box,  secundum  artc/ii.  Everv 
thing  succeeded  according  to  our  wish,  and 
we  had  the  satisfaction  of  not  only  preserving 
the  poor  fellow's  leg,  but  likewise  of  render- 
ing the  doctor  contemptible  among  the  ship's 
company,  wiio  had  all  their  eyes  on  us  during 
the  course  of  his  cure,  which  was  completed 
in  six  weeks. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Maclisliane's  malice — /  am  taken  up  and 
imprisoned  for  a  spy — Morganmeets  tcitk 
the  same  fate — Thomson  is  tampered 
with  to  turn  evidence  against  us — dis- 
dains the  proposal,  and  is  maltreated  for 
his  integrity — Morgan  is  released  to  as- 
sist  the  surgeon  during  an  engagement 
with  some  French  ships  of  war — /  remain 
fettered  on  the  poop,  exposed  to  the  ene- 
my's shot,  and  grow  delirious  with  fear — 
am  comforted  after  the  battle  by  Morgan 
who  speaks  freely  of  the  captain — is  over- 
heard by  the  sentinel,  who  informs  against 
him,  and  again  imprisoned — Thomson 
grows    desperate,    and,    notwithstandinfi 
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the  remons trances  of  Morgan  and  me, 
goes  overboard  in  the  night. 

In  the  moan  time,  the  storm  subsided  into  a 
brisk  gale,  that  carried  us  into  the  warm 
latitudes,  where  the  weather  became  intoler- 
able, and  the  crew  very  sickly.  The  doctor 
left  notiiinw  unaltempted  towards  the  coiti- 
pletion  of  his  vengeance  against  the  Welsh- 
man and  me.  He  went  among  the  sick, 
under  pretence  of  inquiring  into  their  griev- 
ances, with  a  view  of  picking  up  complaints 
to  our  prejudice ;  but  finding  himself  frus- 
trated in  tliat  expectation,  bj'^  the  good  will 
we  had  procured  from  the  patients,  by  our 
diligence  and  humanity,  he  took  the  resolu- 
tion of  listening  to  our  conversation,  by 
hiding  himself  behind  the  canvass  that  sur- 
rounded our  berth  ;  here  too  ho  was  detected 
iiy  the  boy  of  our  mess,  who  acquainted  us 
with  this  piece  of  behaviour ;  and  one  night 
while  we  were  picking  a  large  bone  of  salt 
beef,  Morgan  discerned  something  stir  on  the 
outside  of  our  hangings,  which  immediately 
interpreting  to  be  the  doctor,  he  tipt  me  the 
wink,  and  pointed  to  the  place,  where  I  could 
perceive  somebody  standing;  upon  which  I 
enatched  up  the  bone,  and  levelled  it  with  all 
ray  force  at  him,  snj'ing, — "  Whoever  you 
are,  take  that  for  your  curiosity."  It  had 
the  desired  etfoot,  for  we  heard  the  listener 
tumble  down,  and  afterwards  crawl  to  his 
own  cabin.  I  applauded  myself  much  for 
\his  feat,  which  turned  out  one  of  the  most 
unlucky  exploits  of  my  life,  Mackshane  from 
that  time  marking  mo  out  for  destruction. 
About  a  week  after  this  exploit,  as  I  was 
going  my  rounds  among  the  sick,  I  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  carried  to  the  poop  by 
the  master  at  arms,  where  I  was  loaded  with 
irons  and  stapled  to  the  deck,  on  pretence 
that  I  was  a  spy  on  board,  and  had  con- 
spired against  the  captain's  life.  How 
ridiculous  soever  tiiis  imputation  was,  I  did 
not  fail  to  suffer  by  it  all  the  rigour  that  could 
be  shown  to  the  worst  of  criminals,  being 
exposed  in  this  miserable  condition  to  the 
scorching  heat  of  the  sun  by  day,  and  the 
unwholesome  damps  by  night,  during  the 
space  of  twelve  days,  in  which  I  was  neither 
brought  to  trial,  nor  examined  touching  the 
probability  of  the  charge.  I  had  no  sooner 
recovered  the  use  of  my  reflection,  which 
had  been  quite  overthrown  by  this  accident, 
than  I  sent  for  Thomson,  who,  after  condoling 
me  on  the  occasion,  hinted,  that  I  owed  this 
misfortune  to  t!ie  hatred  of  the  doctor,  who 
had  given  an  information  against  me  to  the 
captain,  in  consequence  of  which  I  was 
arrested,  and  all  my  papers  seized.  While 
I  was  cursing  my  capricious  fate,  I  saw 
Morgan  ascend  the  poop,  guarded  by  two 
corporals,  who  made  him  sit  down  by  me, 
that  he  night  be  pinioned  in  the  same 
macnine.  Notwithstanding  my  situation, 
I  could  scarce  icfrain  from  laughing  at  the 
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countenance  of  my  fellow-prisoner,  who 
without  speaking  one  word,  allowed  ^lis  feet 
to  he  i:iclosed  in  tiie  rings  provided  for  that 
purpose  ;  but  when  they  pretended  to  fasten 
him  on  his  back,  he  grew  outrageous,  and 
drawing  a  large  couteau  from  his  side-pocket, 
threatened  to  rip  up  the  belly  of  the  tirst  man 
thatshould  approach  him,  in  orderto  treat  him 
in  such  an  unworthy  maimer.  They  were 
preparing  to  use  him  very  roughly,  when  the 
lieutenant  on  the  quarter  deck  called  up  tc 
them  to  let  him  remain  as  he  was.  He  then 
crept  towards  me,  and  taking  me  by  the 
hand,  bade  me, — "  put  my  trust  in  Got." 
And  looking  at  Thomson,  who  sat  by  us 
trembling,  with  a  pale  visage,  told  him,  there 
were  two  more  rings  for  his  feet,  and  he 
should  be  glad  to  find  him  in  such  good 
company.  But  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
our  adversary  to  include  the  second  mate  in 
our  fate ;  him  he  expected  to  be  his  drudge 
in  attending  the  sick,  and,  if  possible,  his 
evidence  against  us ;  with  this  view,  he 
sounded  him  afar  off;  but  finding  his  integrity 
incorruptible,  harassed  him  so  much  out  of 
spite,  that,  in  a  short  time,  this  mild  creature 
grew  v.'eary  of  his  life. 

While  I  and  my  fellow-prisoner  comforted 
each  other  in  our  tribulation,  the  admiral  dis- 
covered four  sail  to  leeward,  and  made  sig- 
nal for  our  ship  and  four  more  to  chase;  here- 
upon every  thing  was  cleared  fur  an  engage- 
ment ;  and  Mackshane,  foreseeing  he  should 
have  occasion  for  more  assistants  than  one, 
obtained  Morgan's  liberty,  while  I  was  left 
in  this  deplorable  posture  to  the  chance  of 
battle.  It  was  almost  dark  when  we  came 
up  with  the  sternmost  chase,  which  we  hailed, 
and  inquired  who  they  were  :  they  gave  us  to 
understand  they  were  French  men  of  war : 
upon  which  Captain  Oakum  commanded 
them  to  send  their  boat  on  board  of  him  ; 
but  they  refused,  telling  him,  if  he  had  any 
business  with  them,  to  come  on  board  of 
their  ship:  he  then  threatened  to  pour  in  a 
broadside  upon  them,  which  they  promised 
to  return.  Both  sides  were  as  good  as  their 
word,  and  the  engagement  began  with  great 
fury.  The  reader  may  guess  how  I  passed 
my  time,  lying  in  this  helpless  situation, 
amidst  the  terrors  of  a  sea  fight ;  expecting 
every  moment  to  be  cut  asunder,  or  dashed 
in  pieces  by  the  enemy's  shot !  I  endeavour- 
ed to  compose  myself  as  much  as  possible, 
by  reflecting  that  I  was  not  a  whit  more  ex- 
posed than  those  who  were  stationed  about 
me  ;  but  when  I  beheld  them  employed  with- 
out intermission  in  annoying  the  foe,  and  en- 
couraged by  the  society  and  behaviour  of  one 
another,  I  could  easily  perceive  a  t  ide  dif- 
ference between  their  condition  and  mine  : 
however,  I  concealed  my  agitation  as  well  a.'' 
I  could,  till  the  head  of  t  he  olTicer  of  marines, 
who  stood  near  me,  being  shot  off,  bounced 
from  the  deck  athwart  my  face,  leaving  mu 
well  nijrh  blinded  with  brains.     I  could  con. 
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tain  myself  no  longer,  but  began  to  bellow 
witii  all  tiie  strength  of  my  lungs  ;  when  a 
drummer  coming  towards  me,  asked  if  I  was 
wounded  1  and  before  I  could  answer,  receiv- 
ed a  great  shot  in  bis  belly,  which  tore  out  his 
entrails,  and  he  fell  flat  on  my  breast.  This 
accident  entirely  bereft  me  of  all  discretion: 
f  redoubled  my  cries,  which  were  drowned 
m  the  noise  of  the  battle  ;  and  finding  myself 
disregarded,  lost  all  patience,  and  became 
frantic  :  I  vented  my  rage  in  oaths  and  exe- 
crations, till  rny  spirits  being  quite  exhausted, 
I  remained  quiet,  and  insensible  of  the  load 
that  oppressed  me.  The  engagement  lasted 
till  broad  day,  when  Captain  Oakum,  finding 
that  he  was  like  to  gain  neither  honour  nor 
advantage  by  the  affair,  pretended  to  be  un- 
deceived by  seeing  their  colours  ;  and,  hail- 
ing the  ship  with  whom  he  had  fought  all 
night,  protested  he  believed  them  Spaniards; 
and  the  guns  being  silenced  on  each  side, 
ordered  the  barge  to  be  hoisted  out,  and  went 
on  board  of  a  French  commodore.  Our  loss 
amounted  to  ten  killed,  and  eighteen  wound- 
ed, most  part  of  whom  afterwards  died. 
My  fellow  mates  had  no  sooner  dispatched 
their  business  in  the  cockpit,  than,  full  of 
friendly  concern,  they  came  to  visit  mc. 
Morgan  ascended  first,  and  seeing  my  face 
almost  covered  with  brains  and  blood,  con- 
cluded I  was  no  longer  a  man  for  this  world; 
and  calling  to  Tliomson  with  great  emotion, 
bade  him  come  up  and  take  his  last  farewell 
of  his  comrade  and  countryman,  who  was 
posting  to  a  petter  place,  where  there  were 
no  Mackshanes  nor  Oakums  to  asperse  and 
torment  him.  "  No,"  .said  he,  taking  me  by 
the  hand,  "  you  are  going  to  a  country  where 
there  is  more  respect  shown  to  unfortunate 
shentlemen,  and  where  you  will  have  the 
satisfaction  of  peholding  your  adversories 
tossing  upon  pillov/s  of  purning  primstoi.e." 
Thomson,  alarmed  at  this  apostrophe,  made 
haste  to  the  place  where  I  lay,  and  sitting 
down  by  me,  witii  tears  in  his  eyes,  inquired 
into  the  nature  of  my  calamity.  By  this 
time  I  had  recollected  myself  so  far,  as  to  be 
able  to  converse  rationally  with  my  friends, 
whom,  to  their  great  satisfaction,  I  imme- 
diately undeceived  with  regard  to  their  ap- 
prehension of  my  being  mortally  wounded. 
After  I  had  got  myself  disengaged  from  the 
carnage  in  whicii  I  wallowed,  and  partaken 
of  a  refreshment  which  my  friends  brought 
along  with  them,  we  entered  into  discourse 
upon  the  hardships  we  sustained,  and  spoke 
very  freely  of  the  authors  of  our  misery  :  but 
our  discourse  being  overheard  by  the  sentinel 
who  guarded  me,  he  was  no  sooner  relieved, 
tiian  he  reported  to  the  captain  every  si'".able 
of  our  conversation,  according  to  the  orders 
he  had  received.  The  effect  of  this  informa- 
licn  soon  appeared  in  the  arrival  of  the  mas- 
ter at  arms,  wlio  replaced  Morgan  in  his  for- 
mer station,  and  gave  the  second  mate  a  cau- 
tion to  keep  a  strict  guard  over  his  tongue,  if 


he  did  not  choose  to  accompany  us  in  oui 
confinement.  Thomson,  foreseeing  that  the 
whole  slavery  of  attending  the  sick  and  woun- 
ded,  as  well  as  the  cruelty  of  Mackshane, 
must  now  fall  upon  his  shoulders,  grew  des- 
perate at  the  prospect,  and,  though  I  never 
heard  him  swear  before,  imprecated  dreadfiJ 
curses  on  the  heads  of  his  oppressors,  declar- 
ing that  he  would  rather  quit  life  altogether, 
than  be  much  longer  under  the  power  of  sucn 
barbarians.  I  was  not  a  little  startled  at  his 
vivacity,  and  endeavoured  to  alleviate  his 
complaints,  by  representing  the  subject  of 
my  own;  with  as  much  aggravation  as  it 
would  bear,  by  which  comparison  he  migh; 
see  the  balance  of  misfortune  lay  on  my  side, 
and  take  an  example  from  me  of  fortitude 
and  submission,  till  sucli  time  as  we  couk 
procure  redress,  which,  I  hoped,  was  not  far 
off',  considering  that  we  should  probably  be 
in  a  harbour  in  less  than  three  days,  where 
we  should  have  an  opportunity  of  preferring 
our  complaints  to  the  admiral.  The  Welsh- 
man joined  in  my  remonstrance,  and  was  at 
great  pains  to  demonstrate,  that  it  was  every 
man's  duty,  as  well  as  interest,  to  resign 
himself  to  the  divine  will,  and  look  upon  him- 
self  as  a  sentinel  upon  duty,  who  is  by  no 
means  at  liberty  to  leave  his  post  before  he 
is  relieved.  Thomson  listened  attentively  to 
what  we  said,  and  at  last,  shedding  a  flood  of 
tears,  shook  his  head,  and  left  us  without 
making  any  reply.  About  eleven  at  night  he 
came  to  see  us  again,  with  a  settled  gloom 
on  his  countenance,  and  gave  us  to  under- 
stand, that  he  had  undergone  excessive  toil 
since  he  saw  us,  and  in  recompense  had  been 
grossly  abused  by  the  doctor,  who  taxed  him 
with  being  confederate  with  us  in  a  design  ot 
taking  away  his  life,  and  that  of  the  captain. 
After  some  time  spent  in  mutual  exhortation, 
he  got  up,  and  squeezing  me  by  the  hand  with 
an  uncommon  fervour,  cried — "  God  bless 
you  both  ;"  and  left  us  to  wonder  at  his  sin- 
gular  manner  of  parting  with  us,  which  did 
not  fail  to  make  a  deep  impression  on  us. 

Next  morning,  when  the  hour  of  visitation 
came  round,  this  unhappy  young  man  was 
missing,  and,  after  strict  search,  supposed  to 
have  gone  overboard  in  the  night  ;  and  thia 
was  certainly  the  case. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

We  lament  the  fate  of  our  companion — the 
captain  offers  Morgan  his  liberty,  which 
he  refuses  to  accept — toe  are  brought  he- 
fore  him,  and  examined — Mori^an  is  sent 
back  into  custody,  whither  alsi  I  am  re- 
manded, after  a  curious  trial. 

The  news  of  this  event  affected  my  fellow 
prisoner  and  me  e.xtremely,  as  our  unfortu 
nate  companion  had  justly  acquired,  by  hia 
amiable  disposition,  the  love  and  esteeni  i)f  uf 
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both  ;  and  the  more  we  rofjretted  Iiis  iintimo- 
.y  fute,  the  greater  horror  we  conceived  for 
the  villain  who  was  undoubtedly  the  occasion 
of  it.  This  abandoned  miscreant  did  not 
discover  tiie  least  symptom  of  concern  for 
Thomson's  deatii,  although  he  must  ha\  e  been 
conscious  to  himself  of  having  driven  him  by 
ill  usage  to  that  fatal  resolution  ;  but  desired 
the  captain  to  set  Morgan  at  liberty  again,  to 
jook  after  the  patients.  Accordingly,  one  of 
the  corporals  was  sent  up  to  unfetter  him;  but 
he  i)rotested  he  would  not  be  released  until 
he  should  know  for  what  he  was  confined  ; 
nor  would  he  be  a  tennis-ball,  nor  a  shuttle- 
cock, nor  a  trudge,  nor  a  scullion,  to  any  cap- 
tain under  the  sun.  Oakum  finding  him  ob- 
stinate, and  fearing  it  would  not  be  in  his 
power  to  exercise  his  tyranny  much  longer 
with  impunity,  was  willing  to  show  some  ap- 
pearance of  justice,  and  therefore  ordered  us 
both  to  be  brought  before  him  on  the  quarter- 
deck, where  he  sat  in  state,  witli  his  clerk  on 
one  side,  and  his  counsellor  Mackshane  on 
tlie  other.  When  we  approached,  he  hon- 
oured us  with  this  salutation  : — "So,  gentle- 
men, d — n  my  blood  I  many  a  captain  in  the 
navy  would  have  ordered  you  both  to  be  tuck'd 
up  to  the  yard's  arm,  without  either  judge  or 
jury,  for  the  crimes  you  have  been  guilty  of; 
out,  d — n  my  blood,  I  have  too  nmch  good 
nature,  in  allowing  such  dogs  as  you  to  make 
your  defence."  "  Captain  Oakum,"  said  my 
fellow-sufferer,  "  certainly  it  is  in  your  power 
(Got  help  tiie  while)  to  tuck  us  all  up  at 
your  will,  and  desire,  and  pleasures.  And 
perhaps  it  would  be  petter  for  some  of  us  to 
be  tucked  up,  than  undergo  the  miseries  to 
which  we  have  been  exposed.  So  may  the 
farmer  liang  his  kids  for  his  diversion,  and 
amusement  and  mirth  ;  but  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  justice,  if  not  upon  earth,  surely  in 
heaven,  that  w^ll  punish  with  fire  and  prim- 
stone  all  those  who  take  away  the  lives  of 
innocent  people  out  of  wantonness  and  par- 
parity  (look  you).  In  the  mean  time,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  know  the  crimes  laid  to  my  charge, 
and  see  the  person  who  accuses  me."  "  That 
you  shall,"  said  the  captain  ;  "  here,  doctor, 
what  have  you  to  say  V  Mackshane,  step- 
ping forward,  hemmed  a  good  while,  in  order 
to  clear  his  throat;  and  before  he  began, 
Morgan  accosted  him  thus  : — "  Doctor  Mack- 
shane, look  in  my  face — look  in  the  face  of 
an  honest  man,  who  abhors  a  false  witness  as 
he  abhors  the  tevil,  and  Got  be  judge  between 
you  and  me."  The  doctor,  not  minding  this 
conjuration,  made  the  following  speech,  as 
near  as  I  can  remember : — •'  I'll  tell  yo8  what, 
Mr  Morgan,  to  be  sure,  what  you  say  is  just, 
rii  regard  to  an  honest  man  ;  and  if  so  be  it 
appears  as  how  you  are  an  honest  man,  then  l 
It  is  my  opinion  that  you  deserve  to  be  ac- 
quitted, m  relation  to  tliat  there  affair;  for  I 
tell  you  what,  Captain  Oakum  is  resolved  i 
for  to  di>  every  body  justice.  As  for  my  own 
part,  nil  that  I  have  to  allege  is,  that  I  have  I 


been  informed  you  have  spoken  disrespectful 
words  against  your  captain,  who,  to  be  sure, 
is  the  most  honourable  and  generous  comman- 
der  in  the  king's  service,  without  aspanige- 
mont  or  acception  of  man,  woman,  or  child.' 
Having  uttered  this  elegant  harranguc,  on 
which  beseemed  to  plume  himself,  Morgan  re 
plied, — "  I  do  partly  guess,  and  conceive,  and 
understand  your  meaning,  which  I  wish  could 
be  more  explicit;  but,  however,  I  do  suppose 
I  am  not  to  be  condemned  upon  bare  hearsav; 
or  if  J  am  convicted  of  speaking  disrespect- 
fully of  Captain  Oakum,  I  hope  there  is  no 
treason  in  my  words."  "  But  there's  mutinv, 
by  G — d,  and  that's  death  by  the  articles  of 
war,"  cried  Oakum  ; — "  in  .tiie  mean  tijue, 
let  the  witnesses  be  called."  Hereupon 
^lackshane's  servant  appeared,  and  the  boy 
of  our  mess,  whom  they  had  seduced  and 
tutored  for  the  purpose.  The  first  declared, 
that  Morgan,  as  he  descended  the  cockpit 
ladder  one  day,  cursed  the  captain,  and  called 
him  a  savage  beast,  saying,  he  ought  to  be 
hunted  down  as  an  enemy  to  mankind. 
"  This,"  said  the  clerk,  "  is  a  strong  prc- 
sum;)tion  of  a  design  formed  against  the  cap- 
tain's life.  For  why  !  It  ])resupposes  mal- 
ice aforethought,  and  a  criminal  intention  a 
priori.^'  "  Right,"  said  the  captain,  to  this 
miserable  grub,  who  had  been  an  attorney's 
boy;  "  you  shall  have  law  enough;  here's 
Cook  and  Littlcjohn  for  it."  This  evidence 
was  confirmed  by  the  boy,  who  affirmed  he 
heard  the  first  mate  say,  that  the  captam 
had  no  more  bowels  than  a  bear,  and  the  sur- 
geon had  no  more  brains  than  an  ass.  Then 
the  sentinel  who  heard  our  discourse  on  the 
poop  was  examined,  and  informed  the  court 
that  the  Welshman  assured  me.  Captain 
Oakum  and  Dr  Mackshane  would  toss  upon 
billows  of  burning  brimstone  in  hell  for  their 
barbarity.  The  clerk  observed,  that  there 
was  an  evident  prejudication,  which  confirm- 
ed  the  former  suspicion  of  a  conspiracy  against 
the  life  of  captain  Oakum;  for,  because,  hov.- 
could  Morgan  so  positively  pronounce  that 
the  captain  and  surgeon  would  be  damned, 
unless  ho  had  an  intention  to  make  away  with 
them  before  they  could  have  time  to  repent? 
This  sage  explanation  had  great  weight  with 
our  noble  commander,  who  exclaimed, — 
"  What  have  you  to  say  to  this,  Tatly  !  you 
seem  to  be  taken  all  a-back,  brother,  ha  1" 
Morgan  was  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to 
disown  t!ie  text,  although  he  absolutely  de- 
nied the  truth  of  the  comment :  upon  which 
the  captain,  strutting  up  to  him  with  a  fero- 
cious countenance,  said, — "  So  Mr  son  of  a 
b — ,  you  confess  you  honoured  me  v.'ith  the 
names  of  bear  and  beast,  and  pronounced  my 
damnation  ?  Damn  my  heart !  I  have  a  good 
mind  to  have  you  brought  to  a  court-martial, 
and  hanged,  you  dog."  Here  Mackshane, 
having  occasion  for  an  assistant,  interposed 
and  begged  the  captain  to  pardon  Mr  Mor,^n, 
with  Iiis  wonted  goodness,  upon  condition 
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that  he,  the  delinquent,  should  make  such 
submission  as  the  nature  of  his  misdemeanour 
demanded.  Upon  which  the  Cambro-Briton, 
who  on  this  occasion  would  iiave  made  no 
submission  to  the  great  Mogul,  surrounded 
witii  his  guards,  thanked  the  doctor  for  his 
mediation,  and  acknowledged  himself  in  the 
wrong  for  calling  the  image  of  Got  a  peast ; 
— "  But."  said  he,  "  I  spoke  by  metaphor, 
and  parable,  and  comparison,  and  types  :  as 
we  signify  meekness  by  a  lamb,  lechery  by  a 
goat,  and  craftiness  by  a  fox  ;  so  we  liken  ig- 
norance to  an  ass,  and  brutality  to  a  bear, 
and  fury  to  a  tiger  ;  therefore  I  made  use  of 
these  similes  to  express  my  sentiments  (look 
you),  and  what  I  said  before  Got,  I  will  not 
unsay  before  man  or  peast  neither."  Oakum 
was  so  provoked  at  this  insolence  (as  he  term- 
ed it),  that  he  ordeied  him  forthwith  to  be 
carried  to  the  place  of  his  confinement,  and 
his  clerk  to  proceed  on  the  examination  of 
me.  The  first  question  put  to  me,  was  touch- 
ing the  place  of  my  nativity,  which  I  declared 
to  be  the  north  of  Scotland.  "  The  north 
of  Ireland,  more  like,"  cried  the  captain, 
'•  but  we  shall  bring  you  up  presently."  He 
then  asked  what  religion  I  professed  ;  and 
when  I  answered, — "  the  protestant,"  swore 
I  was  as  arrant  a  Roman  as  ever  went  to 
mass.  "  Come,  come,  clerk,"  continued  he, 
"  catechise  iiim  a  little  on  this  subject."  But 
before  I  relate  the  particulars  of  tiie  clerk's 
inquiries,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  inform  the 
reader,  that  our  commander  himself  was  an 
Hibernian,  and,  if  not  shrewdly  belied,  a 
Roman  catholic  to  boot.  "  You  say  you  are 
a  protestant,"  said  the  clerk,  "  make  the  sign 
of  the  cross  with  your  fingers,  so,  and  swear 
upon  it  to  that  affirmation."  When  I  was 
about  to  perform  this  ceremony,  the  captain 
cried,  with  some  emotion, — "  No,  no,  damme! 
I'll  have  no  profanation  neither.  But  go  on 
witli  your  interrogations."  "  Well,  then," 
!)roceeded  my  examiner,  "  how  many  sacra- 
ments are  there  ?"  To  which  I  replied, — 
"  Two."  »  What  are  they  V  said  he.  I 
answered, — "  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  sup- 
per." "  And  so  you  would  explode  confirm- 
ation and  marriage  altogether  ]"  said  Oak- 
um, "  I  thought  this  fellow  was  a  rank  Re 
.•nan."  The  clerk,  though  he  was  bred  un- 
der an  attorney,  could  not  refrain  from  blush- 
ing at  this  blunder,  v/hich  lie  endeavoured  to 
conceal,  by  observing,  that  these  decoys 
would  not  do  with  me,  who  seemed  to  be 
nn  old  offender.  He  went  on  with  asking  if 
I  believed  in  transubstantiation  :  but  I  treat- 
ed the  notion  of  a  real  presence  with  such 
disrespect,  that  his  patron  was  scandalized  at 
my  impiety,  and  commanded  iiim  to  proceed 
lothe  plot.  Whereupon  this  miserable  pet- 
tifogger told  me  there  was  great  reason  to 
suspect  me  cf  being  a  spy  on  board  ;  and  that 
I  had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  Thom- 
son, and  others  not  yet  detected,  against  the 
life   of   Captain   Oakum  :  ^vhich  accusation 


they  pretended  to  support  by  the  evidence  o. 
our  boy,  who  coclared  he  had  often  iieardihe 
deceased  Thomson  and  me  wiiispering  to- 
gether,  and  could  distinguish  the  words— 
"Oakum,  rascal,  poison,  pistol." — By  wbica 
expressions  it  appeared,  we  did  intend  to  ust' 
sinister  means  to  accomplish  his  destruction 
That  the  death  of  Thomson  seemed  to  con- 
firm this  conjecture  ;  who,  either  feeling  the 
stings  of  remorse,  for  being  engaged  in  such 
a  horrid  confederacy,  or  fearing  a  discovery, 
by  which  he  must  have  infallibly  suffered  an 
Ignominious  death,  had  put  a  fatal  period  to 
his  own  existence.  But  what  established 
the  truth  of  the  whole,  was  a  book  in  ciphers, 
found  among  my  papers,  which  exactly  tal- 
lied with  one  tbund  in  his  chest  after  his 
disappearance.  This,  he  observed,  was  a 
presumption  very  near  proof  positive,  and 
would  determine  any  jury  in  Christendom 
to  find  me  guilty.  In  my  own  defence,  I  al- 
leged that  I  had  been  dragged  on  board  first, 
ver\^  much  against  my  inclination,  as  I  could 
prove  by  the  evidence  of  some  people  now  in 
the  ship  ;  consequently  could  have  no  design 
of  becoming  a  spy  at  that  time  ;  and  ever 
since  had  been  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of 
any  correspondence  that  could  justly  entail 
that  suspicion  upon  me.  As  for  conspiring 
against  my  captain's  life,  it  could  not  be  sup- 
posed tliat  any  man  in  his  right  wits  would 
liarbour  the  least  thought  of  such  an  under- 
taking, which  he  could  not  possibly  perform 
without  certain  infamy  and  ruin  to  himself, 
even  if  he  had  all  the  inclination  in  the  world. 
That,  allowing  the  boy's  evidence  to  be  true 
(which  I  affirmed  was  false  and  malicious), 
nothing  conclusive  could  be  gathered  from  a 
few  incoherent  words  :  neither  was  the  fate 
of  Mr  Thomson  a  circumstance  more  favour- 
able for  the  charge  ;  for  I  had  in  my  pocket 
a  letter  which  too  well  explained  that  mys- 
tery, in  a  very  different  manner  from  that 
which  was  supposed.  With  these  words  I 
produced  the  following  letter,  which  Jack 
Rattlin  brougl>.  to  me  the  very  day  aftei 
Thomson  disappeared  ;  and  told  me  it  was 
committed  to  liis  care  by  the  deceased;  who 
made  him  promise  not  to  deliver  it  sooner. 
The  clerk,  taking  it  out  of  my  hand,  read 
aloud  the  contents,  which  were  these : — 

"  Dear  Friend, — I  am  so  much  oppressed 
with  the  fatigue  I  daily  and  nightly  undergo, 
and  the  barbarous  usage  of  Doctor  Mack- 
shane,  who  is  bent  on  your  destruction,  as 
well  as  mine,  that  I  am  resolved  to  free  my- 
self frojp  this  miserable  life,  and,  before  you 
receive  this,  shall  be  no  more.  I  could  have 
wished  to  die  in  your  good  opinion,  which 
I  am  afraid  I  shall  forfeit  by  the  last  act  of 
my  life  ;  but  if  you  cannot  acquit  me,  I  know 
you  will  at  least  preserve  some  regard  for 
the  Tnemory  of  an  unfortunate  young  man 
who  loved  you.  I  recommend  it  to  you  to 
I  cware  of  Mackshane,  whose  revenge  is 
implacable.     I  wish  all  prosperity  to  yon  ini 
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Mr  Morgan,  to  wlioni,  pray,  oiler  my  last 
respects,  and  hcg  to  be  reniombcred  as  your 
unhappy  friend  and  countryman, 

"  William  Thomson." 
This  letter  .vas  no  sooner  read,  than  Mack- 
shane,  in  a  transport  of  rage,  snatched  it  out 
of  the  clerk's  hands,  and  tore  it  into  a  tiiou- 
sand  pieces,  saying,  it  was  a  villainous 
forgery,  contrived  and  executed  by  myself 
The  captain  and  clerk  declared  themselves 
of  the  same  opinion,  although  I  insisted  on 
having  the  remains  of  it  compared  with  other 
writings  of  Thomson,  which  they  had  in 
their  possession  ;  and  I  was  ordered  to  answer 
the  last  article  of  my  accusation,  namely,  the 
book  of  ciphers  found  among  my  papers. 
"  That  is  easily  done,"  said  1.  "  Wliat  you 
arc  pleased  to  call  ciphers,  arc  no  other  than 
the  Greek  characters,  in  which,  for  my  amuse- 
ment, I  kept  a  diary  of  every  thing  remarka- 
ble that  has  occurred  to  my  observation, 
since  the  beginning  of  the  voyage  till  the  day 
on  which  I  was  put  in  irons ;  and  the  same 
method  was  practised  by  J\Ir  Thomson,  who 
copied  mine."  "  A  very  likely  story  !"  cried 
Mackshane.  "  What  occasion  was  tiiere  for 
using  Greek  characters,  if  you  were  not  afraid 
of  discovering  wiiat  you  had  wrote]  But 
what  d'ye  talk  of  Greek  characters  ]  D'ye 
think  I  am  so  ignorant  of  tlie  Greek  language, 
as  not  to  distinguish  its  letters  from  these, 
which  are  no  more  Greek  than  Chinese  ]  No, 
no,  I  will  not  give  up  my  knowledge  of  the 
Greek  for  you,  nor  none  that  ever  came  from 
your  country."  So  saying,  with  an  unpa- 
ralleled effrontery,  he  repeated  some  gibber- 
ish, which,  by  the  sound,  seemed  to  be  Irish, 
and  made  it  pass  for  Greek  with  the  captain, 
.vho,  looking  at  me  with  a  contemptuous 
sneer,  exclaimed — "Ah!  ah!  have  you  caught 
a  Tartar?"  I  could  not  help  smiling  at  the 
consummate  assurance  of  this  Hibernian, 
and  offered  to  refer  the  dispute  to  any  body 
on  board  who  understood  the  Greek  alphabet, 
upon  which  Morgan  was  brought  back,  and 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  affair,  took 
the  book  and  read  a  whole  page  in  English 
without  hesitation,  deciding  the  controversy 
in  my  favour.  The  doctor  was  so  far  from 
being  out  of  countenance  at  this  detection, 
that  he  affirmed  jMorgan  was  in  the  secret, 
and  repeated  from  his  own  invention.  Oak- 
um said, — "  Ay,  ay,  I  see  they  are  both  in  a 
story  ;"  and  dismissed  my  fellow  mate  to  the 
cockloft,  although  I  proposed  that  ho  and  I 
should  read  and  translate,  separately,  any 
chapter  or  verse  in  the  Greek  Testament  in 
his  possession,  by  which  it  would  appear 
whether  we  or  the  surgeon  spoke  truth.  Not 
oeing  endued  with  eloquence  enough  to  con- 
vince the  captain  that  there  could  be  no  juggle 
nor  confederacy  in  this  e.xpedient,  I  begged 
to  be  examined  by  some  unconcerned  person 
on  board,  who  understood  Greek  :  according- 
ly, the  whole  ship's  company,  officers  and  all, 
were  called  upon  deck,  among  whom  it  was 


proclaitned,  tliat  if  any  of  them  C/uld  speak 
(Jreek,  he  or  they  so  (luiilihed  should  ascend 
the  quarter  deck  immediately.  AlXcT  some 
pause,  two  foremast  men  came  up  and  pro- 
fessed  their  skill  in  that  language,  which, 
they  said,  they  acquired  during  several  voya- 
ges to  the  Levant,  among  the  Greeks  of  the 
Morea.  The  captain  exulted  much  in  this- 
declaration,  and  put  my  journul-bnnk  into  the 
hands  of  one  of  them,  who  candidly  owned 
he  could  neither  read  nor  write:  the  other 
acknowledged  the  sami;  degree  of  ignorance, 
but  pretended  to  speak  the  Greek  lingo  with 
any  man  on  board:  and,  addressing  himselt 
to  me,  pronounced  some  sentences,  of  a  bar 
barous  corrupted  language  which  I  did  not 
understand.  I  asserted,  that  the  modern 
Greek  was  as  diflerent  from  that  spoken  and 
written  by  the  ancients,  as  the  English  used 
now  from  the  old  Saxon  spoken  in  the  time 
ofllengist;  and  as  I  had  only  learned  the 
true  original  tongue,  in  which  Homer,  Pin- 
dar, the  evangelists,  and  other  great  men  of 
antiquity  wrote,  it  could  not  be  supposed 
that  I  should  know  any  thing  of  an  imperfect 
Gothic  dialect  that  rose  on  the  ruins  of  the 
former,  and  scarce  retained  any  traces  of  the 
old  expression.  Rut  if  Doctor  Mackshane. 
who  pretended  to  be  master  of  the  Greek 
language,  could  maintain  a  conversation  with 
these  seamen,  I  would  retract  what  I  had 
said,  and  be  content  to  sutler  any  punishment 
he  should  think  proper  to  inflict.  I  had  no 
sooner  uttered  these  words,  than  the  surgeon 
knowing  one  of  these  fellows  to  be  his  coun- 
tryman, accosted  h.im  in  Irish,  and  was  an- 
swered in  the  same  brogue  ;  when  a  dialogue 
ensued  between  them,  which  they  atTirmed 
to  be  in  Greek,  after  having  secured  the 
secrecy  of  the  other  tar,  who  had  his  cue  in 
the  language  of  the  Morea  from  his  compa- 
nion, before  they  could  venture  to  assert 
such  an  intrepid  falsehood.  "I  thought," 
said  Oakum,  "we  should  discover  the  im- 
posture at  last.  Let  the  rascal  be  carried 
back  to  his  confinement.  I  find  he  must 
dangle."  Having  nothing  further  to  urge 
in  my  own  behalf,  before  a  court  so  preju- 
diced with  spite,  and  fortified  with  ignorance 
against  truth,  I  suffered  myself  to  bo  re- 
conducted peaceably  to  my  fellow-prisoner, 
who,  hearing  the  j)articulars  of  my  trial, 
lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
uttered  a  dreadful  groan  ;  and  not  daring  to 
disburthen  his  thoughts  to  me  by  speech, 
lest  h»  might  be  overheard  by  the  sentine., 
burst  fortli  into  a  Welsh  song,  wliich  he 
accompanied  with  a  thousand  contortionc 
of  face,  and  violent  gestures  of  body. 


CHAPTER  XXXL 

/  discover  a  subornation  against  me,  hy 
means  of  a  quarrel  hetweeu  two  of  the  evi- 
dences;  inconsequence  of  which  I  am  se.i 
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at  liberty,  and  ■prevail  upon  Morgan  to 
accept  of  his  freedom  on  the  same  terms — 
Mackshane's  malice — lie  arrive  at  Ja- 
maica, from  ivhence  in  a  short  time  we 
beat  up  to  Hispaniola,  in  conjunction  with 
the  West  India  squadron — We  take  in 
water,  sail  again,  and  arrive  at  Carthage- 
na — Reflections  on  our  conduct  there. 

Meanwhile,  a  quarrel  happened  between 
ihe  two  modern  Greeks ;  the  one,  to  be  re- 
venged on  the  other,  came  and  discovered 
to  us  the  n:ystery  of  Mackshanc's  dialog^ue, 
as  I  have  explained  it  above.  This  detection 
coming  to  the  ears  of  the  doctor,  who  was 
sensible,  that  (now  we  were  in  sight  of  Ja- 
maica) we  siiouid  have  an  opportunity  of 
clearing  ourselves  before  a  court-martial, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  of  making  his  malice 
and  ignorance  conspicuous,  he  interceded  for 
us  with  the  captain  so  effectually,  that,  in  a 
few  hours,  we  were  set  at  liberty,  and  order- 
ed to  return  to  our  duty.  This  was  a  happj' 
event  for  me,  my  whole  body  being  blistered 
by  the  sun,  and  my  limbs  benumbed  by  want 
of  motion  :  but  I  could  scarce  persuade  the 
Welshman  to  accept  of  this  indulgence,  he 
persisting  in  his  obstinacy  to  remain  in  irons 
until  he  should  be  discharged  by  a  court- 
martial,  which  he  believed  would  also  do 
l;im  justice  on  his  enemies  :  at  length  I  re- 
presented to  him  the  precarious  issue  of  a 
trial,  the  power  and  interest  of  his  adversa- 
ries, and  flattered  his  revenge  with  the  hope 
of  wreaking  his  resentment  with  his  own 
hands  upon  Mackshane,  after  our  return  to 
England.  This  last  argument  had  more 
weight  with  him  than  all  the  rest,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  repair  with  me  to  the  cock- 
pit, which  I  no  sooner  entered  than  the  idea 
of  my  departed  friend  presented  itself  to  my 
remembrance,  and  filled  my  eyes  with  tears. 
We  discharged  from  our  mess  the  hoy  who 
had  acted  so  perfidiously,  nothwithstanding 
his  tears,  entreaties,  and  professions  of  peni- 
tence for  what  he  had  done  ;  but  not  before 
h(-  iiad  confessed  that  the  surgeon  had  bribed 
him  to  give  evidence  against  us  with  o  pair  of 
stockings,  and  a  couple  of  old  check  shirts,  of 
wliich  his  servant  had  since  plundered  him. 

The  keys  of  our  chests  and  lockers  being 
.cent  to  us  by  tlie  doctor,  we  detained  tlie 
messenger  until  we  had  examined  the  con- 
tents ;  and  my  fellow-mate  finding  all  his 
Cheshire  cheese  consumed  to  a  crust,  his 
(irandy  exhausted,  and  his  onions  gone,  was 
seized  with  a  fit  of  choler,  which  he  dis- 
charged on  Mackshanc's  man  in  oaths  and 
execrations  threatening  to  prosecute  him  as 
n  thief.  The  fellow  swore,  in  his  turn,  that 
fic  never  had  the  keys  in  his  possession  till 
'hat  time,  when  he  received  them  from  his 
master,  with  orders  to  deliver  them  to  us. 
•'  As  Got  is  my  judge,"  cried  Morgan,  ♦'  and 
iiysalfit  on,  and  my  witness,  whosoever  hns 
ii'*(?red  m^   provisions  is  a  lousv,  petrgarly, 


rascally  knave!  and  by  the  soul  of  rny  grand 
sire!  I  will  impeach,  and  accuse,  aiid  indict 
him  of  a  roppery,  if  I  did  but  know  who  he 
is."  Had  this  misfortune  happened  at  sea, 
where  we  could  not  repair  the  loss,  in  a.T 
probability  this  descendant  of  Caractacus 
would  have  lost  his  wits  entirely  ;  but,  when 
I  observed  how  easy  it  would  be  to  remedy 
this  paltry  mischance,  he  became  more  calm, 
and  reconciled  himself  to  the  occasion.  A 
little  while  after  this  transport,  the  surgeon 
came  into  the  berth,  under  pretence  of  taking 
something  out  of  the  medicine  chest,  and, 
witJi  a  smiling  aspect,  wished  u*?  joy  of  oui 
deliverance,  which  he  said  he  had  been  at 
great  pains  to  obtain  of  the  captain,  wiio 
was  very  justly  incensed  at  our  behaviour , 
but  he  (the  doctor)  had  passed  his  word  for 
our  future  conduct,  and  he  hoped  we  should 
give  him  no  cause  to  repent  of  his  kindness. 
He  expected,  no  doubt,  an  acknowledgement 
from  us,  for  this  pretended  piece  of  service, 
as  well  as  a  general  amnesty  of  what  was 
past;  but  he  had  to  do  with  people  who  were 
not  quite  so  apt  to  forgive  injuries  as  he 
imagined,  or  to  forget,  that,  if  our  deliver- 
ance was  owing  to  his  mediation,  our 
calamity  was  occasioned  by  his  malice.  I 
therefore  sat  silent,  while  my  companion 
answered, — "  Ay,  ay,  'tis  no  matter.  Got 
knows  the  heart — ^there  is  a  time  for  all 
things,  as  the  wise  man  saith,  there  is  a  time 
for  throwing  away  stones,  and  a  time  to 
gather  them  up  again."  He  seemed  to  be 
disconcerted  at  this  reply,  and  went  away  in 
a  pet,  muttering  something  about  "ingrati- 
tude" and  "  fellows,"  of  wiiich  we  did  not 
think  fit  to  take  any  notice. 

Our  fleet  having  joined  another  that  waited 
for  us,  lay  at  anchor  about  a  month  in  the 
harbour  of  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica,  during 
which  time  something  of  consequence  was 
certainly  transacted,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
sinuations of  some  who  affirmed  we  had  no 
business  at  all  in  that  place  ;  that,  in  order  to 
take  the  advantage  of  the  season  proper  for 
our  enterprise,  the  West-India  squadron, 
which  had  previous  notice  of  our  coming, 
ought  to  have  joined  us  at  the  west  end  of 
Hispaniola,  with  necessary  stores  and  re- 
freshments, from  v/hence  we  could  have 
sailed  directly  for  Carthagena,  before  the 
enemy  could  put  themselves  in  a  good  pos- 
ture of  defence,  or  indeed  have  an  inkling  of 
our  design.  Be  this  as  it  will,  we  sailed 
from  Jamaica,  and  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight, 
beat  up  against  the  wind  as  far  as  the  isle  of 
Vache,  with  an  intention,  as  was  said,  to 
attack  tiie  French  fleet,  then  supposed  to  b« 
lying  near  that  place  :  but  before  we  arrived, 
they  had  sailed  for  Europe,  having  first  dis- 
patched an  advice-boat  to  Carthagena  with 
an  account  of  our  being  in  those  seas,  as 
also  of  our  strength  and  destination.  We 
loitered  here  some  days  longer,  taking  ir 
vvo'm!  and  brackish  water,  in  the  use  whtr«  '•<" 
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nowevcr,  our  admiral  scencd  to  consult  tho 
icalth  of  the  men,  by  restricting  cacli  to  a 
quart  a-day.  At  Icni^th  we  sot  sail,  and  ar- 
rived in  a  bay  to  the  windward  of  Cartlia- 
gcna,  where  we  came  to  an  anchor,  and  lay 
at  our  ease  ten  days  longer.  Here  again 
certain  malicious  people  took  ogcasion  to 
blame  the  conduct  of  their  superiors,  by 
eaying,  that  in  so  doing,  they  not  only  nn- 
profitably  wasted  time,  which  was  very  pre- 
cious, considering  tiie  ajiproacii  of  tho  rainy 
season,  but  also  allowed  tlic  Spaniards  to 
recollect  themsclvos  from  tho  terror  occa- 
sioned by  the  approach  of  an  I'^nglish  fleet, 
at  least  three  times  as  numerous  as  ever 
appeared  ki  that  ])art  of  tiie  world  before. 
But,  if  I  might  be  allowed  to  give  my  opinion 
of  the  matter,  I  would  ascribe  this  delay  to 
the  generosity  of  our  chiefs,  who  scorned  to 
take  any  advantage  that  fortune  might  give 
them,  even  over  an  enemy.  At  last,  how- 
ever, we  weighed,  and  anchored  again  some- 
what nearer  the  harbour's  mouth,  where 
we  made  shiil  to  land  our  marines,  who 
-?ncampcd  on  the  beach  in  despite  of  tiie 
enemy's  shot,  which  knocked  a  good  many 
of  them  on  the  head.  This  piece  of  con- 
duct, in  choosing  a  camp  under  the  walls  of 
an  enemy's  fortification,  which  I  believe 
never  happened  before,  was  practised,  I  pre- 
sume, with  a  view  of  accustoming  the  soldiers 
to  stand  fire,  who  were  not  as  yet  much  used 
to  discipline,  most  of  them  having  been 
taken  from  the  plough-tail  a  few  months  be- 
fore. This  expedient,  again,  has  furnished 
matter  for  censure  against  the  ministry,  for 
uending  a  few  raw  recruits  on  such  an  im- 
portant enterprise,  while  so  many  veteran 
regiments  lay  inactive  at  home:  but  surely 
our  governors  had  their  reasons  for  so  doing, 
which  possibly  may  be  disclosed  with  other 
secrets  of  the  dacp.  Perhaps  they  were  loth 
to  risk  their  best  troops  on  such  desperate  ser- 
vice ;  or  the  colonels  and  field  officers  of  tho 
old  corps,  who,  generally  speaking,  enjoyed 
their  commissions  as  sinecures  or  pensions 
for  some  domestic  services  tendered  to  the 
court,  refused  to  embark  in  such  a  dangerous 
and  precarious  undertaking:  for  which  re- 
fusal, no  doubt,  tiiey  are  much  to  be  com- 
mended. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Our  land  forces  being  disembarked,  erect  a 
fascine  battery — Our  ship  is  ordered, 
with  four  more,  to  batter  the  fort  of 
Boca  Chicit — Mackshane's  cowardice — 
the  chaplain's  frenzy — honest  Rattlin 
loses  one  hand — his  heroism,  and  rcflec- 
tionsonthe  battle — Crampley's  behaviour 
to  me  during  the  heat  of  the  fight. 

Oi)R    fi)rce.T   being    landed     and    statioied 
as   I   have    already   mentioned,    set    abint 


erecting  a  fascine  battery  to  cannonade  the 
principal  fort  of  the  enemy  ;  and  in  somethinfl 
more  than  tiiroe  weeks  it  was  ready  to  open. 
That  wo  might  do  the  Spaniards  aa  mnc\ 
honour  as  possible,  it  was  determined,  in  o 
council  of  war,  tiuit  five  of  our  largest  ships 
sliould  attack  tho  fort  on  one  side,  while  the 
battery,  strengthened  by  two  mortars  and 
twenty-four  cohorns,  should  ply  it  on  the 
other. 

Accordingly,  the  signal  for  our  ship  to  en- 
gage, among  others,  was  hoisted,  we  being 
advertised  the  night  before  to  make  everv 
thing  clear  for  that  purpose  ;  and  in  so  doing, 
a  ditferencc  happened  between  Captain 
Oakum  and  his  well-beloved  cousin  and 
counsellor  Mackshane,  which  had  well  iiigl) 
terminated  in  open  rupture.  The  doctor, 
who  had  imagined  there  was  no  more  danger 
of  being  hurt  by  the  enemy's  shot  in  the 
cockpit  than  in  the  centre  of  the  earth,  was 
lately  informed  tiiat  a  surgeon's  mate  had 
boon  killed  in  that  part  of  the  ship  by  a  can- 
non-ball from  two  small  redoubts  that  wort 
destroyed  before  the  disembarkation  of  our 
soldiers,  and  tlieroforo  insisted  upon  having 
a  platform  raised  for  the  convenience  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  in  the  atler-hold,  where 
he  deemed  himself  more  secure  than  on  the 
deck  above.  The  captain,  offended  at  this 
e.vtraordinary  proposal,  accused  him  of  pusil- 
lanimity, and  told  him  there  was  no  room  in 
the  hold  for  such  an  occasion  ;  or  if  there 
was,  iie  could  not  expect  to  be  indulged 
more  than  the  rest  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
navy,  who  used  the  cockpit  for  tiiat  purpose. 
Fear  rendering  Mackshane  obstinate,  ho 
persisted  in  his  demand,  and  showed  his  in- 
structions, by  which  it  wa.>  authorised.  Tho 
captain  swore  these  instructions  were  dic- 
tated by  a  parcel  of  lazy  poltroons  who  were 
never  at  sea;  nevertheless,  he  was  obliged 
to  comply,  and  sent  for  tho  carpenter  to  give 
him  orders  about  it ;  but,  before  any  such 
measure  could  be  taken,  our  signal  was 
thrown  out,  and  the  doctor  compelled  to 
trust  his  carcass  in  the  cockpit,  where  Mor- 
gan and  I  were  busy  in  putting  our  instru- 
ments and  dressings  in  order. 

Our  ship,  with  others  destined  for  this 
service,  immediately  weighed,  and,  in  less 
than  half  an  hour,  came  to  an  anchor  before 
the  castle  of  I?oca  Chica,  with  a  spring  upon 
our  cable  ;  and  tho  cannonading  (which  in- 
deed was  terrible  !)  began.  The  surgeon, 
after  having  crossed  himself,  foil  flat  on  the 
deck  ;  and  the  chaplain  and  purser,  who  were 
stationed  with  ns  in  quality  of  assistant:?, 
followed  his  exani[)le,  while  the  Welshman 
and  I  sat  upon  a  chest  looking  at  one  another 
with  great  discomposure,  scarce  able  to  re- 
frain from  the  like  prostration.  And  that 
the  reader  may  know  it  was  not  a  common 
occasion  that  alarmed  ns  thus,  1  musi  inform 
him  of  tlie  particulars  of  this  dreadful  din 
that  a.stonished  us.     The  fire  of  the  Soan 
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iards  proceeded  from  eighty-four  great  guns, 
beside  a  mortar  and  small  arms  in  Eoca 
Cliica,  thirty-six  in  Fort  St  Josepli,  twenty  in 
two  fascine  batteries,  and  four  men  of  war, 
mounting  sixty-four  guns  each.  This  was 
answered  by  our  land  battery,  mounted  with 
iweiity-one  cannon,  two  mortars,  and  twenty- 
four  cohorns,  and  tive  great  ships  of  eighty 
or  seventy  guns,  that  fired  without  intermiss- 
ion. Wo  had  not  been  many  minutes  en- 
gaged, when  one  of  the  Bailors  brought 
anoliier  on  his  back  to  the  cockpit,  where 
he  tossed  him  down  like  a  bag  of  oats,  and 
pulling  out  his  pouch,  put  a  large  chew  of 
tolxicco  in  his  mouth  without  speaking  a 
word.  Morgan  immediately  examined  the 
condition  of  the  wounded  man,  and  cried 
out, — "As  I  shall  answer  now,  the  man  is 
;is  tead  as  my  great  grandfather."  "  Dead!" 
ftaid  his  comrade,  "he  may  be  dead  now,  for 
aught  I  know,  but  I'll  be  damn'd  if  he  was 
not  alive  when  1  took  him  up."  So  saying, 
he  was  about  to  return  to  his  quarters,  when 
I  bade  him  carry  the  body  along  with  him, 
and  throw  it  overboard.  "  D — n  the  body!" 
said  ho,  "I  think  'tis  fair  enough  if  1  take 
care  of  my  own."  My  fellow-mate  snatch- 
ing up  the  a-mputation  knife,  pursued  hiin 
half-way  up  the  cockpit  ladder,  crying, — 
■''You  lousy  rascal,  is  this  the  church-yard, 
or  the  charnel-house,  or  the  sepulchre,  or 
the  Golgotha  of  tlie  ship?"  but  was  stopped 
in  his  career  by  one  calling, — "  Yo  hO;  avast 
*.here — scaldings."  "  Scaldings  !"  answered 
Morgan,  "  Got  knows,  'tis  hot  enougii  in- 
deed ;  who  are  you!"  Here's  one,"  replied 
the  voice  ;  and  I  immediately  knew  it  to  be 
that  of  my  honest  friend  Jack  Rattlin,  who, 
coming  towards  me,  told  me,  with  great 
deliberation,  he  was  come  to  be  docked  at 
last,  and  discovered  the  remains  of  one 
hand  which  had  been  shattered  to  pieces 
with  a  grape-shot.  I  lamented  with  un- 
feigned sorrow  his  misfortune,  which  he 
bore  with  heroic  courage,  observing,  that 
every  shot  had  its  coirjnission  ;  it  was  well 
t  did  not  take  him  in  the  head,  or,  if  it  had, 
what  then!  he  should  have  died  bravely, 
fighting  for  his  king  and  country.  Death 
was  a  debt  wliich  every  man  owed,  and 
must  pay ;  and  that  now  was  as  well  as 
another  time.  I  was  much  pleased  and  edi- 
fied with  the  maxims  of  this  sea-philosopher, 
who  endured  tlie  amputation  of  his  left  hand 
without  shrinking;  the  operation  being  per- 
formed, at  his  request,  by  me,  after  Alack- 
shane,  who  was  with  difficulty  prevailed  to 
lift  his  head  from  the  deck,  had  declared 
there  wns  a  necessity  for  his  losing  the 
imb.  While  I  was  employed  in  dressing 
the  stump,  1  asked  Jack's  opinion  of  the 
battle,  who,  shaking  his  head,  frankly  told 
me,  ne  belie-ved  we  should  do  no  good ;  "  for 
(Wliy,  because  instead  of  dropping  anchor 
•lose  under   shore,  where  we  should  have 


had  to  deal  with  one  corner  of  Boca  Chica 
only,  we  had  opened  the  liarbour,  and  ex. 
posed  ourselves  to  the  whole  fire  of  the 
enemy  from  their  shipping  and  Fort  St  Jo- 
seph, as  well  as  from  the  castle  we  intended 
to  cannonade ;  that,  besides,  we  lay  at  too 
great  a  distance  to  damage  the  walls,  and 
three  parts  in  four  of  our  shot  did  not  take 
place;  for  there  was  scarce  any  body  on 
board  who  understood  the  pointing  of  a  gun. 
Ah  !  God  help  us  !"  continued  he,  "  if  your 
kinsman.  Lieutenant  Bowling,  had  been 
here,  we  should  have  had  other  guess-work." 
By  this  time  our  patients  had  increased  to 
such  a  number,  that  we  did  not  know  which 
to  begin  with ;  and  the  first  mate  plainly 
told  the  surgeon,  that  if  he  did  not  get  up 
immediately,  and  perform  his  duty,  he  would 
complain  of  his  behaviour  to  the  admiral 
and  make  application  for  his  warrant.  This 
remonstrance  etfectually  roused  Mackshane, 
who  was  never  deaf  to  an  argument  in  which 
he  thought  his  interest  was  concerned ;  he 
therefore  rose  up,  and,  in  order  to  strengthen 
his  resolution,  had  recourse  more  than  once 
to  a  case-bottle  of  rum,  which  he  freely  com- 
municated  to  the  chaplain  and  purser,  who 
had  as  much  need  of  such  extraordinary  in- 
spiration as  himself.  Being  thus  supported, 
he  went  to  work,  and  arms  and  legs  were 
hewed  down  without  mercy.  The  fumes  of 
the  liquor  mounting  into  the  parson's  brain, 
conspired,  with  his  former  agitation  of  spirits, 
to  make  him  quite  delirious :  he  stripped 
himself  to  the  skin,  and,  besmearing  his 
body  with  blood,  could  scarce  be  withheld 
from  running  upon  deck  in  tiiat  cono^tion. 
Jack  Rattlin,  scandalized  at  this  deportment, 
endeavoured  to  allay  his  transports  v/ith 
reason  ;  but  finding  all  he  said  inclTectual, 
and  great  confusion  occasioned  by  his  frolics, 
he  knocked  him  down  with  his  right  hand, 
and  by  threats  kept  him  quiet  in  that  state 
of  humiliation.  But  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  rum  to  elevate  the  purser,  who  sat  on  the 
floor  wringing  his  hands,  and  cursing  tiie 
hour  in  which  he  left  his  peaceable  profess- 
ion of  a  brewer  in  Rochester,  to  engage  in 
such  a  life  of  terror  and  disquiet.  While 
we  diverted  ourselves  at  the  expense  of  this 
poor  devil,  a  shot  happened  to  take  us  be- 
tween v.'ind  and  water,  and  (its  course  being 
through  the  purser's  store-room)  made  a 
terrible  liavock  and  noise  among  the  jars 
and  bottles  in  its  way,  and  disconcerted 
Mackshane  so  much,  that  he  dropt  his 
scalpel,  and,  falling  down  on  his  knees,  pro- 
nounced his  paternoster  aloud;  the  purser 
fell  backward,  and  lay  without  sense  or  mo- 
tion; and  the  chaplain  grew  so  outrageous, 
that  Rattlin  with  one  hand  could  not  keep 
him  under;  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  con- 
fine him  in  the  surgeon's  cabin,  where  he 
was  no  doubt  guilty  of  a  thousand  extrava- 
gancies.    Much   about  this   lime,   my   old 
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tntagonist  Cramplcy  came  down,  with  ex- 
press orders,  as  he  said,  to  bring  me  up  to 
the  quarter-deck,  to  dress  a  slig-ht  wound 
the  captain  had  received  by  a  splinter  ;  his 
reason  for  honouring  nie  in  })articular  with 
this  piece  of  service  being,  tiiat,  in  case  1 
Bnoiild  be  killed  or  disabled  by  the  way,  my 
death  or  niiiliiation  would  be  of  less  conse- 
quence to  the  ship's  company  than  that  of 
the  doctor  or  his  first  mute.  At  another 
time,  perhaps,  I  might  have  disputed  Jiis 
order,  to  wliich  I  was  not  bound  to  pay  tiie 
least  regard  ;  but  as  I  thouglit  my  reputation 
depended  upon  my  compliance,  I  was  rc- 
Bolved  to  convince  my  rival  that  I  was  no 
more  afro  id  than  he  of  exposing  myself  to 
danger.  Witii  this  view  I  provided  myself 
with  dressings,  and  followed  him  immediately 
to  the  quarter-deck,  through  a  most  infernal 
scene  of  slaughter,  fire,  smoke,  and  uproar! 
Captain  Oakum,  who  leaned  against  the 
mizen-mast,  no  sooner  saw  me  approach  in 
my  shirt,  with  the  sleeves  tucked  up  to  my 
arm-pits,  and  my  hands  dyed  with  blood, 
than  he  signified  his  displeasure  b}'-  a  frown, 
and  asked  why  the  doctor  himself  did  not 
cornel  I  told  him  Crampley  had  singled  me 
out,  as  if  by  express  command  ;  at  which 
reply  he  seemed  surprized,  and  threatened 
to  punish  the  midshipman  for  his  presump- 
tion after  the  engagement:  in  the  mean 
time  I  was  sent  back  to  my  station,  and 
ordered  to  tell  Mackshane  that  the  captain 
oxpected  kim  immediately.  I  got  safe  back, 
and  delivered  my  commission  to  the  doctor, 
who  flatly  refused'  to  quit  the  post  assigned 
to  him  by  his  instructions;  whereupon  Mor- 
gan, who,  I  believe,  was  jealous  of  my  repu- 
tation for  courage,  undertook  the  affiiir,  and 
ascended  with  great  intrepidity.  The  cap- 
tain finding  the  surgeon  obstinate,  suffered 
himself  to  be  .dressed,  and  swore  he  would 
confine  Macksiiane  as  soon  as  the  service 
Bhould  be  over. 


CHAPTER   XXIir. 

A  breach  beinff  made  in  the  walls,  our  sol- 
diers ffive  the  assault,  and  take  the  place 
without  opposition — onr  sailors  at  the 
same  time  become  masters  of  all  the  other 
strenfrihs  near  Boca  Chica,  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  harbour — the  f^ood  conse- 
qjience  of  this  success — we  move  nearer 
the  toxDJi — find  two  forts  deserted,  and  the 
channel  blocked  up  with  sunk  vessels, 
vhich,  however,  we  find  means  to  clear — 
land  our  soldiers  at  La  Quinta — repulse 
a  body  of  militia — attack  the  castle  of  St 
Lazar,  and  are  forced  to  retreat  with 
great  loss — the  remains  of  our  army  arc 
-e-embarked — an  effort  of  the  admiral  to 
take  the  town — the  economy  of  our  expe- 
dition described. 
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HwiNG  cannonaded  the  fort  during  the  space 
of  four  hours,  we  were  all  ordered  to  slip  out 
cables  and  sheer  otT;  but  next  day  the  eu 
gagement  was  renewed,  and  contiiuied  from 
the  morning  till  the  afternoon,  when  the 
enemy's  fire  from  Boca  Chica  slackened,  and 
towards  evening  was  quite  silenced.  A 
breach  being  made  on  the  other  side  by  our 
land  battery,  large  enough  to  admit  a  middle- 
sized  baboon,  provided  he  could  find  means  to 
climb  up  to  it,  our  general  proposed  to  give 
the  assault  that  very  night,  and  actually  or- 
dered a  detachment  on  that  duty.  Providence 
stood  our  friend  upon  this  occasion,  and  put 
it  into  the  hearts  of  the  Spaniards  to  abandon 
the  fort,  which  might  have  been  maintained 
by  resolute  men  till  the  day  of  judgment, 
against  all  the  force  we  could  exert  in  the  at- 
tack ;  and  while  our  soldiere  took  possession 
of  the  enemy's  ramparts  without  resistance, 
the  same  good  luck  attended  a  body  of  sailors, 
who  made  themselves  masters  of  fort  St 
Joseph,  the  fascine  batteries,  and  one  Span- 
ish man  of  war  ;  the  other  three  being  burnt 
or  sunk  by  the  foe,  that  they  might  not  full 
into  our  hands.  The  taking  of  these  forts, 
in  the  strength  of  which  the  Spaniards  chiefly 
confided,  made  us  masters  of  the  outward 
harbour,  and  occasioned  great  joy  among  us, 
as  we  laid  our  accounts  with  finding  iittle  cr 
no  opposition  from  the  town  ;  and  indeed,  if 
a  t'cw  great  ships  had  sailed  up  immediatc.y, 
before  they  had  recovered  from  the  confusion 
and  despair  that  our  unexpected  success  had 
produced  among  them,  it  is  not  impossible 
that  we  might  have  finished  the  aft'air  to  our 
satisfaction  without  any  more  bloodshed  ; 
but  this  step  our  heroes  disdained,  as  a  bar- 
barous insult  over  the  enemy's  distress,  and 
gave  them  all  the  respite  they  could  desire, 
in  order  to  recollect  themselves.  In  the 
mean  time  Mackshane,  taking  the  advantage 
of  this  general  exultation,  waited  on  our  cap- 
tain, and  pleaded  his  own  cause  so  efl^ectually^ 
that  he  was  re-established  in  his  good  graces ; 
and  as  for  Crampley,  there  was  no  more 
notice  taken  of  his  behaviour  towarfls 
me  during  the  action.  But  of  all  the  con- 
scqucnocs  of  the  victory,  none  was  more 
grateful  than  plenty  of  fresh  water,  after  we 
had  languished  five  weeks  on  the  allowance 
of  a  purser's  quart  per  diem  for  each  man, 
in  the  torrid  zone,  where  the  sun  was  verti- 
cal, and  the  expense  of  bodily  fluid  so  great,, 
that  a  gallon  of  liquor  could  scarce  supply 
the  waste  of  twenty-four  hours;  especially 
as  our  provision  consisted  of  putrid  salt  beefj 
to  which  the  sailors  gave  the  name  of  Irish 
horse;  salt  pork  of  New  England,  which,, 
though  neither  fish  nor  flesh,  savoured  of 
both  ;  bread  from  the  same  country,  every 
biscuit  whereot,  liko  a  piece  of  clock-work, 
moved  by  its  own  internal  impulse,  occa- 
sioned by  the  myriads  of  insects  that  dwel* 
within  it  ;  and  butter  served  out  by  the  gill 
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that  tasted  like  train-oil  thickened  with  salt. 
Instead  of  small  beer,  each  man  was  allowed 
three  half  quarterns  of  brandy  or  rum,  which 
were  di-stribiited  every  morning,  diluted  with 
a   certain    quantity   of    tiic   water,   without 
either  suwar  or  fruit  to  render  it  palatable  ;  for 
which   reason  this   composition   was,  by  the 
Bailors,  not  unaptly,  styled  necessity.     Nor 
was  this  limitation  of  simple  element  owing 
to  a  scarcity  of  it  on  board,  for  there  was  at 
this  time  water  enough  in  the  ship  for  a  voy- 
age of  six  months,  at  the  rate  of  half  a  gal- 
lon per  da)  to  each  man  ;  but  this  fast  must, 
I  suppose,  have  be6n  enjoined  by  \ray  of  pen- 
ance on  the  ship's  company  for  their  sins  ;  or 
lather  with   a  view  to  mortify  tliem  into  a 
contempt   of  life,  that  they  might  therooy 
become  more  resolute  and  regardless  of  dan- 
ger.    How   simply,   then,   do   those   people 
argue,  who  ascribe  the  great  mortality  among 
us  to  our  bad  provision  and  want  of  water; 
and  affirm,  that  a  gi-eat  many  valuable  lives 
might  have  been  saved,  if  the  useless  trans- 
ports  had  been  employed  in   fetching  fresh 
stock,    turtle,  fruit,   and  otiier  refreshments 
from  Jamaica,  and  other  adjacent  islands,  for 
the  use  of  the  army  and  fleet ;  seeing,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  tnose  who  died  went  to  a  bet- 
ter place,   and  those  who   survived  were  the 
more  easily  maintained.     After  all,  a  suffi- 
cient number  remained  to  fall  before  the  walls 
of  St  Lazar,  where  they  behaved  like  their 
own  country  mastiffs,  which  shut  their  eyes, 
run   into   the  jaws  of  a  bear,  and  have  their 
heads  crushed  for  their  valour. 

But  to  return  to  ny  narration  : — After 
having  put  garrisons  into  the  forts  we  had 
taken,  and  re-embarKed  our  soldiers  and  ar- 
tillery, a  piece  of  service  that  detained  us 
more  than  a  week,  we  ventured  up  to  the 
mouth  of  the  inner  harbour,  guarded  by  a 
large  fortification  on  one  side,  and  a  small 
redoubt  on  the  other,  both  of  which  were  de- 
serted before  our  approach,  and  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour  blocked  up  by  several  old  gal- 
leons, and  two  men  of  war  that  the  enemy 
had  sunk  in  the  channel.  We  made  shift, 
however,  to  open  a  passage  for  some  ships, 
that  favoured  a  second  landing  of  our  troops, 
at  f  place  called  La  Quinta,  not  far  from  the 
lov.n,  where,  after  a  faint  resistance  from  a 
body  of  Spaniards,  who  opposed  their  disem- 
oarkiition,  they  encamped,  with  a  design  of 
besieging  the  castle  of  St  Lazar,  which  over- 
looked and  commanded  the  city.  Whether 
cur  renowned  general  had  nobody  in  liis  army 
who  know  how  to  approach  it  in  form,  or  that 
he  trusted  entirely  to  the  fame  of  his  arms,  I 
hhall  not  determine,  but  certain  it  is,  a  reso- 
lution was  taken  in  a  council  of  war  to  attack 
1  he  place  with  musketry  only.  This  was  put 
in  execution,  and  succeeded  accordingly ; 
the  enemy  giving  them  such  a  hearty  recep- 
tion, that  the  greatest  part  of  the  detachment 
took  up  their  everlasting  residence  on  the 
«pot.     Our  chief,  not  relishing  tliis  kind  of 


complaisance   in  the   Spaniards,   waa  wue 
enough  to  retreat  on  board  with  the  remainB 
of  his  army,  which,  from  eight  thousand  ab.'e 
men  landed  on  the  beacii  near  Boca  Chica, 
was  now  reduced  to  fifteen  hundred  fit  for 
service.      The    sick     and    wounded     were 
squeezed  into  certain  vessels,  which  thenco 
obtained  the  name  of  hospital  ships,  though 
methinks  they  scarce  deserved  such  a  crediu 
able  title,  seeing  few  of  them  could  boast  ot 
their  surgeon,  nurse,  or  cook  ;  and  the  space 
between  decks  was  so  confined,  that  the  mis- 
erable patients  had  not  room  to  sit  upright  in 
tlieir  beds.     Their  wounds  and  stumps  being 
neglected,  contracted  filth  and  putrefaction, 
and  millions  of  maggots  were  hatched  amidst 
the  corruption  of  their  sores.     This  inhuman 
disregard  was  imputed  to  the  scarcity  of  sur- 
geons, though  it  is  well  known  that  every 
great  ship  in  the  fleet  could  have  spared  one 
at  least  for  this  duty  ;  an  expedient  which 
would   have    been    more  than   sufficient  to 
remove    this  shocking  inconvenience.     But 
perhaps  the  general  was  too  much  of  a  gen- 
tleman to  ask  a  favour  of  this  kind  from  his 
fellow-chief,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
not  derogate  so  much  from  his  own  dignity 
as  to  offer  such  assistance  unasked  ;  for    I 
may  venture  to  affirm,  that  by  this  time  the 
demon  of  discord,  with  her  sooty  wings,  had 
breathed  her  influence  upon  our  counsels ; 
and  it  miglit  be  said  of  these  great  men  (I 
hope  they  will  pardon  the  comparison),  as  of 
Ccesar  and  Pompey,  the  one  could  not  brook 
a  superior,  and   the  other  was  impatient  of 
an  equal ;  so  that,  between  the   pride  of  one 
and  insolence  of  another,  tiie  enterprise  mis- 
carried, according  to  the  proverb, — "  between 
two  stools  the  backside  falls  to  the  ground." 
Not  that  I   would  be   tiiought  to  liken  any 
public  concern  to  that  opprobrious  part  of  the 
human  body,  though   I  might  with  truth  as- 
sert, if  I  durst  use  such  a  vulgar  idiom,  that 
the  nation  did  hang  an    a — se  at  its  disap- 
pointment on  this  occasion  ;  neither  would 
I  presume  to  compare   the  capacity  of  our 
heroic  leaders  to  any  such  wooden  conve- 
nience as  a  joint-stool,  or  a  close-stool ;  but 
only  to  signify  by  tliis  simile,  the  mistake  the 
people  committed  in  trusting  to  the  union  of 
two  instruments  that  were  never  joined. 

A  day  or  two  after  the  attempt  on  St  La- 
zar, the  admiral  ordered  one  of  the  Spanish 
men  of  war  wc  had  taken  to  be  mounted  v.'ith 
sixteen  guns,  and  manned  with  detachments 
from  our  great  ships  in  order  to  batter  the 
town.  Accordingly  she  was  towed  into  the 
inner  harbour  in  the  night,  and  moored  with- 
in half  a  mile  of  the  walls,  against  which  she 
began  to  fire  at  day-break,  and  continued 
about  six  liours  exposed  to  the  opposition  of 
at  least  tliirty  pieces  of  cannon,  which  ut 
length  (jbligod  our  men  to  set  her  on  fire,  and 
get  off  as  well  as  they  could  in  their  boats. 
This  piece  of  conduct  afforded  matter  of  spe- 
culation to  all  the  wits  either  in  the  wmy  or 
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navy,  wiio  were  at  last  liiiii  to  acknowledge 
.t  was  a  stroke  of  policy  above  their  compre- 
licnsion.  Some  entertained  such  an  irrever- 
ent opinion  of  the  ndniiral's  understanding', 
as  to  think  he  expected  the  town  would  sur- 
render to  his  lloaling  battery  of  Bixteen  guns. 
Others  imagined  his  sole  intention  was  to  try 
the  enemy's  strength,  by  which  he  should  be 
aole  to  compute  the  number  of  great  ships 
that  would  be  necessary  to  force  the  town  to 
a  capitulation  :  but  this  last  conjecture  soon 
appeared  groundless,  inasmucii  as  no  sliipe 
of  any  kind  whatever  were  allcrwards  em- 
ployed on  that  service.  A  third  sort  swore, 
that  no  other  cause  could  be  assigned  for 
this  undertaking,  than  that  which  induced 
Don  Quixote  to  attack  the  windmill.  A 
fourth  class  (and  that  the  most  numerous, 
though,  without  doubt,  composed  of  the  san- 
guine and  malicious)  plainly  taxed  this  com- 
mander with  want  of  honesty,  as  well  as 
sense  ;  and  alleged  that  he  ought  to  have 
sacrificed  private  pique  to  the  interest  of  his 
country ;  that  where  the  lives  of  so  many 
brave  fellow-citizens  were  concerned,  he 
ought  to  have  concurred  with  the  general, 
without  being  solicited,  or  even  desired,  to- 
wards their  preservation  and  advantage ; 
that  if  his  arguments  could  not  dissuade  iiim 
from  a  desperate  enterprise,  it  was  his  duty 
lo  have  rendered  it  as  practicable  as  possible, 
without  running  extreme  hazard  ;  that  tiiis 
could  have  been  done,  with  a  good  prospect 
of  success,  by  ordering  five  or  six  large  ships 
to  batter  the  town,  while  the  land  forces 
stormed  the  castle;  by  these  means  a  consid- 
erable diversion  would  have  been  made  in 
favour  of  those  troops,  who,  in  their  march 
to  the  assault,  and  in  the  retreat,  suffered 
much  more  from  the  town  than  from  the  cas- 
tle ;  that  the  inhabitants,  seeing  themselves 
vigorously  attacked  on  all  hands,  would  have 
been  divided,  distracted,  and  confused,  and, 
in  all  probability,  unable  to  resist  the  assail- 
ants. But  all  these  suggestions  surely  pro- 
ceeded from  ignorance  and  malevolence,  or 
else  the  admiral  would  not  have  found  it  such 
an  easy  matter,  at  his  return  to  England, 
to  justify  his  conduct  to  a  ministry  at  once 
so  upright  and  discerning.  True  it  is,  that 
those  who  undertook  to  vindicate  him  on  tiie 
spot,  asserted  that  there  was  not  water 
enough  for  our  great  ships  near  the  town  ; 
though  this  was  a  little  imfortunately  urged, 
because  there  happened  to  be  pilots  in  the 
fleet  perfectly  well  acquainted  witli  the  sound- 
ings of  the  harbour,  who  afiirmed  there  was 
water  enough  for  five  eighty-gun  ships  to  lie 
a-breast,  almost  up  at  the  ve-y  walls.  The 
disappointments  wo  suffered  occasioned  an 
universa.  dejection ;  which  was  not  at  all 
alleviated  by  the  objects  that  daily  and  hourly 
entertained  our  eyes,  nor  by  the  prospect  of 
what  must  have  inevitably  happened,  had  we 
remained  much  longer  in  this  place.  Such  was 
the  economy  in  some  ships,  that,  rather  than 


be  at  the  trouble  of  interring  the  dead,  tlie 
commanders  ordered  the  men  to  throw  tlicir 
bodies  overboard,  many  without  either  ballast 
or  winding-sheet ;  so  that  numbers  of  human 
carcases  iloated  in  the  harbour,  until  they 
were  devoured  by  sharks  and  carrion  crowH, 
which  afforded  no  agreeable  spectacle  to  those 
who  survived.  At  the  same  time  the  w(A 
season  began,  during  which  a  deluge  of  rain 
falls  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  of  the  sun 
without  intermission  ;  and  that  no  sooner 
ceases  tliaii  it  begins  to  thunder  and  lighten 
with  such  continual  flashing  that  one  can  see 
to  read  a  very  small  print  by  the  illumination. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

An  epidcrnic  fever  rages  among  us — we 
ahandon  our  conqtte.sts — /  am  seized  with 
the  distemper ;  write  a  petition  to  the 
captain,  which  is  rejected — /  ay/i  in  dan- 
ger of  suffocation  through  the  malice 
of  Crampley ;  and  relieved  bij  a  serjeant — 
my  fever  increases — the  chaplain  u- ants  to 
confess  me — /  obtain  a  favourable  crisis 
— Morgan'' s  affection  for  vie  proved — the 
behaviour  of  Mackshane  and  Craniplcit 
toicards  mc — Captain  Oakum  is  removed 
into  another  slap,  with  his  beloved  doctor 
— our  new  captain  described — an  advcn- 
ture  of  Morgan. 

The  change  of  the  atmosphere,  occasioned 
by  this  ])henomenon,  conspired,  with  the 
stench  that  surrounded  us,  the  heat  of  the 
climate,  our  own  constitutions  impover- 
ished by  bad  provisions,  and  our  despair,  to 
introduce  the  bilious  fever  among  us,  which 
raged  with  such  violence,  that  three-fourths 
of  those  whom  it  invaded  died  in  a  deplorable 
manner,  the  colour  of  their  skin  being,  by  the 
extreme  putrefaction  of  their  juices,  changed 
into  that  of  soot. 

Our  conductors,  finding  things  in  this  situ- 
ation, perceived  it  was  high  time  to  relinquish 
our  conquests  ;  and  this  we  did,  after  having 
rendered  their  artillery  useless,  and  blown  up 
their  walls  with  gunpowder.  Just  as  we 
sailed  from  Boca  Chica  on  our  return  to  Ja- 
maica, I  found  myself  threatened  with  the 
symptoms  of  this  terrible  distemper;  and 
knowing  very  well  that  I  stood  no  chance  for 
my  life,  if  I  should  be  obliged  to  lie  in  the 
cockpit,  which  by  this  time  was  grown  intol- 
erable even  to  people  in  health,  by  reason  of 
the  iieat  and  unwholesome  smell  of  decayed 
provision,  I  wrote  a  petition  to  the  captain, 
representifig  my  case,  and  humbly  imploring 
his  permission  to  lie  among  the  soldiers  in 
the  middle  deck,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air  : 
but  I  might  have  spared  myself  the  trouble; 
for  this  humane  commander  refiised  my  re- 
quest, and  ordered  me  to  continue  in  the 
place  allotted  for  ihe  surgeon's  mates,  or  else- 
to  be  contented  to  he  in  tiie  hospital,  which 
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by  tlie  by,  was  three  degrees  more  oifensive 
and  more  suffocating-  than  our  own  berth  be- 
low.     Another  in  my   condition,    perhaps, 
would  have  submitted  to    his  fate,  and   died 
(II  a  pet ;  but  I  could  not  brook  the  thoughts 
of  perishing  so  pitifully,  after  I  had  weath- 
iM-ed  80  many  gales  of  iiard  fortune  :  I  there- 
fore,  without  minding   Oakum's  injunction, 
prevailed  upon  the  soldiers  (whose  good  will 
1  had  acquired)  to  admit  my  hammock  among 
ihem,  and  actually  congratulated  myself  upon 
my  comfortable  situation,  which  Crampley 
no  sooner  understood,  than  he  signified  to 
the  captain  my  contempt  of  Jiis  orders,   and 
wafl  invested  with  the  power  to  turn  me  down 
again  into  my  proper  habitation.     This  bar- 
barous piece  of  revenge  incensed  me  so  much 
against  the  author,  that  I  vowed,  witii  bitter 
imprecations,  to  call  him  to  a  severe  account, 
if  over  it  should  be   in  my  power  ;  and  the 
agitation  of  my  spirits  increased  my  fever  to 
a  violent  degree.     While    I  lay  gasping  for 
breatli   in  this  infernal  abode,   1  was  visited 
by  a  Serjeant,  the  bones  of  whose  nose  I  had 
reduced  and  set  to  rights,  after  they  had  been 
demolished  by  a  splinter  during  our  last  en- 
gagement.    He  being  informed  of  my  con- 
dition, offered  me  the  use  of  his  berth  in  the 
middle  deck,  which  was  enclosed  with  can- 
vass, and  well  aired  by  a  port-hole  that  re- 
mained open  within  it.     I  embraced  this  pro- 
posal  with  joy,  and  was   immediately  con- 
ducted to  the  place,  where  I  was  treated,  while 
my  illness  lasted,  with  the  utmost  tenderness 
and  care  by  this  grateful  halberdier,  who  had 
no  other  bed  for  himself  than  a  hencoop  dur- 
ing the  whole  passage.     Here  I  lay,  and  en- 
joyed the  breeze  ;  notwithstanding  which,  my 
malady  gained  ground,  and  at  length  my  life 
was  despaired  of,  though  I  never  lost  hopes 
of  recovery,  even  when  I  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  see  from  my  cabin  window,  six   or 
seven  thrown  overboard  every  day,  who  died 
of  the  same  distemper.     This  confidence,  I 
am  persuaded,   conduced  a  great  deal  to  the 
preservation  of  my  life,  especially  when  join- 
ed to  another  resolution  I  took  at  the  begin- 
ning, namely,  to  refuse  all  medicine,  which  I 
could  not  help  thinking  co-operated  with  the 
disease,  and  instead  of  resisting  putrefaction, 
promoted   a  total  degeneracy  of  the    vital 
fluid.     When  my  friend  Morgan,  therefore, 
brought  his  diaphoretic  boluses,  I  put  them  in 
my  mouth,  'tis  true,  but  without  any   inten- 
tion of  swallowing   them  ;    and,   when    he 
went  away,   spit  them  out,  and  washed  my 
mouth  with  water-gruel.     I  seemingly  com- 
plied in  this  manner,  that  I  might  not  affront 
tlic  blood  of  Caractacus,  by  a  refusal  which 
might  have  intimated  a  diffidence  of  his  phy- 
sical capacity;  for  he  acted  as  my  physician. 
Doctor Mackshanenever  once  inquiringabout 
Die,  or  oven  knowing  where  I  was.     When 
my  distemper  was   at  the  height,    Morgan 
tlionght  my  case  desperate  ,  and  after  hnving 
upplied  a  blister  to  the  nauo  of  my  neck, 


squeezed  my  hand,  bidding  me,  w.jtn  a  wo* 
ful  countenance,  recommend  myse.fto  Got 
and   my  Reteemer  ;  then  taking  his  leave 
desired  the  chaplain  to  come  and  administer 
some  spiritual  coiisolati'  n  to  me;  but  before 
he  arrived,  I  made  shifl  to  rid  myself  of  th« 
troublesome  application  the  Welshman  had 
bestowed  on  my  back.     The  parson  having 
felt  my  pulse,  inquired  into  the  nature  of  my 
complaints,  hemmed  alittle,  and  began  thus  : 
— "  Mr  Random,  God  out  of  his  infinite  mer- 
cy hath  been  pleased  to  visit  you  with  a  dread- 
ful distemper,  the  issue   of  which  no  mfiii 
knows.     You  may  be  permitted  to  recover 
and  live  many  days  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ; 
and,  which  is  more  probable,  you   may  be 
taken  away  and  cut  off  in  the  flower  of  your 
youth  ;  it  is  incumbent  on  you,  therefore,  to 
prepare  for  the  great  change,  by  repenting 
sincerely  of  your  sins  ;  of  this  there  cannot 
be  a  greater  sign,  than  an  ingenuous  confess- 
ion, which  I  conjure  you  to  make,  without 
hesitation,  or  mental  reservation  ;  and  when 
I  am  convinced  of  your  sincerity,  I  will  then 
give  you  such  comfort  as   the  situation  of 
your  soul  will  admit  of.     Without  doubt,  you 
have   been  guilty  of  numberless  transgress- 
ions to  which  youth  is  subject,  as  swearing, 
drunkenness,  whoredom,  and  adultery  ;  tell 
me,  therefore,  without  reserve,  the  particu. 
lars  of  each,  especially  the  last,  that  I  may 
be  acquainted  with  the   true  state  of  your 
conscience  ;  for  no   physician  will  prescribe 
for  his  patient  until  he  knows  the  circumstan- 
ces of  his  disease."     As  I  was  not  under  any 
apprehensions    of  death,    I   could  not  help 
smiling  at  the  chaplain's  inquisitive  remon- 
strance, which  I  told  him   savoured  more  of 
the  Roman  than  of  the  protestant  church,  in 
recommending  auricular  confession  ;  a  thing, 
in  my  opinion,  not  at  all  necessary  to  salva- 
tion, and  which,  for  that  reason,  I  declined. 
This  reply  disconcerted  him  a  little ;  how- 
ever, he  explained   away   hia    meaning,    in 
making   learned  distinctions  between  what 
was  absolutely  necessary,  and. what  was  only 
convenient :  then  proceeded  to  ask  what  re- 
ligion I  professed.     I  answered,  that  I  had 
not  as  yet  considered  the  difference   of  reli- 
gions, consequently  had  not  fixed  on  any  one 
in  particular,  but  that  I  was  bred  a  presby- 
terian.    At  this  word  the  chaplain  expressed 
groat  astonishment,  and  said    he  could  not 
comprehend  how  a  presbyterian  was  entitled 
to  any  post  under  the  English  government. 
Then  he  asked  if  I  had  ever  received  the 
sacrament,  or  taken  the  oaths  ;    to    which 
questions  I  replying  in  the  negative,  he  held 
up  his  hands,  assured  me  he  could  do  me  no 
service,  wished  I  might  not  be  in  a  state  of 
reprobation,  and  returned  to  his  messmates, 
who  were  making  merry  in  the  ward-room, 
around  a  table  well  stored  with  bumbo*  and 

*  Bnml)n  is  !i  liiiuo'' composed  of  rum,  tugM 
w.itcr  and  nutmeg;. 
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•vine.  This  insinuation,  terrible  as  it  was, 
uad  not  such  an  etToct  upon  me  as  the  fever, 
which,  soon  after  he  had  Icll  me,  grew  out- 
rageous ;  1  ben^an  to  see  strangle  chinicms, 
and  concluded  myself  on  the  point  of  becom- 
ijv^  delirious  ;  in  the  mean  time,  hinnrr  in 
vreat  danger  of  sulfocation,  I  started  up  in  a 
Kind  of  frantic  fit,  with  an  intention  to  plunge 
myself  into  the  sea ;  and  as  my  friend  the 
oerjeant  was  not  present,  would  certainly 
have  cooled  myself  to  some  purpose,  had  I 
not  perceived  a  moisture  upon  my  thigh,  as 
I  endeavoured  to  get  out  of  my  hammock  : 
•he  appearance  of  this  revived  my  hopes, 
and  I  had  reflection  and  resolution  enough  to 
take  the  advantage  of  this  favourable  symp- 
tom, by  tearing  the  shirt  from  my  body,  and 
sheets  from  my  bed,  and  wrapping  myself  in 
a  thick  blanket,  in  which  inclosure,  for  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  felt  the  pains  of  hell ; 
but  it  was  not  long  before  I  was  recompensed 
for  my  suffering  by  a  profuse  sweat,  that, 
bursting  from  the  whole  surface  of  my  skin, 
in  less  than  two  hours  relii;ved  me  from  all 
my  complaints,  except  that  of  weakness,  and 
left  me  as  hungry  as  a  kite.  I  enjoyed  a  very 
comfortable  nap,  after  which  I  was  regaling 
myself  with  the  agreeable  rovery  of  my  fu- 
ture happiness,  when  I  heard  Morgan,  on  the 
outside  of  the  curtain,  ask  the  serjeant  if  I 
was  alive  still T  "Alive,"  cried  the  other, 
"  God  forbid  he  should  be  otherwise  !  he  has 
lain  quiet  these  five  hours,  and  I  do  not  choose 
to  disturb  him,  for  sleep  will  do  him  great 
service."  "  Aye,"  said  my  fellow-mate,  "  he 
sleeps  so  sound,  look  you,  that  he  will  never 
waken  till  the  great  trump  blows.  Got  be 
merciful  to  his  soul  !  he  has  paid  liis  debt 
like  an  honest  man.  Aye,  and  moreover,  he 
i.s  at  rest  from  all  persecutions,  and  troubles, 
and  afflictions,  of  which.  Got  knows,  and  I 
know,  he  had  his  own  share.  Oclirce  ! 
ochree  !  he  was  a  promising  youth,  indeed." 
So  saying,  he  groaned  grievously,  and  began 
to  whine  in  such  a  manner  as  persuaded  me 
he  had  a  real  friendship  for  me.  The  Ser- 
jeant, alarmed  at  his  words,  came  into  the 
berth,  and,  while  he  looked  upon  me,  I  smiled, 
and  tipped  him  the  wink  ;  he  immediately 
guessed  my  meaning,  and  remaining  silent, 
Morgan  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion  of  my 
being  dead  ;  whereupon  he  approached  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  in  order  to  indulge  his  grief 
with  the  sight  of  the  object ;  and  I  counter- 
feited deatli  so  well,  by  fi.\ing  my  eyes,  and 
dropping  my  under  jaw,  that  he  said, — 
"  There  he  lies,  no  pettcr  than  a  lump  of 
•.■lay.  Got  help  me  ;"  and  observed  by  the 
distortion  of  my  face,  that  I  must  have  had 
a  strong  struggle.  1  should  not  have  been 
able  to  contain  myself  much  longer,  v/hon  he 
began  to  perform  the  last  duty  of  a  friend, 
in  closing  my  eyes  and  my  mouth  ;  upon 
which  I  suddenly  snapped  at  his  fingers,  and 
-iiscomposed  him  so  much,  that  he  started 
ba"k.  turned  pale  as  ashes,  and  stared  like 
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the  picture  of  horror.  Althou^r  J  could  not 
help  laughing  at  his  appearance,  1  was  con. 
ccrued  for  his  situation,  and  scretchcd  out 
my  hand,  telling  iiim  I  hoped  to  li^'c  and  cat 
some  salmaguiuly  of  his  r.iaking  in  England. 
It  was  some  time  before  he  could  recollect 
iiimself  so  far  as  to  fjcl  my  pulse,  and 
inquire  into  the  particulars  of  my  dioeofip; 
but  when  he  found  I  had  enjoyed  a  favourable 
crisis,  he  congratulated  me  upon  my  good 
fortune,  not  failing  to  ascribe  it,  under  Got, 
to  tiic  blister  he  had  applied  to  my  back  at 
his  last  visit,  which,  by  the  by,  said  he,  must 
now  be  removed  and  dressed.  He  was  actu- 
ally  going  to  fetch  dressings,  when  I,  feign- 
ing astonishment,  said, — "  Bless  mo  !  sure 
you  never  applied  a  blister  to  me  ;  there  is 
notliing  on  my  back,  I  assure  you."  But  he 
could  not  be  convinced  till  he  had  examined 
it,  and  then  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  con- 
fusion, by  expressing  his  surprise  in  finding 
the  skin  untouched,  and  the  plaster  missing. 
In  order  to  excuse  myself  for  paying  so  little 
regard  to  his  prescription,  I  pretended  to 
have  been  insensible  when  it  was  put  on,  and 
to  have  pulled  it  oft'  afterwards  in  a  fit  of 
delirium. 

Tliis  apology  satisfied  my  friend,  who,  on 
this  occasion,  abated  a  good  deal  of  his 
stiffness  in  regard  to  punctilio  ;  and  as  we 
were  now  safely  arrived  at  Jamaica,  where  I 
had  the  benefit  of  fresh  provisions  and  ather 
refreshments,  I  recovered  strength  every  day, 
and,  in  a  short  time,  my  health  and  vigour 
were  perfectly  re-established.  When  I  got 
up  at  first,  and  was  just  able  to  crawl 
about  the  dock  with  a  staff'in  my  hand,  I  met 
Doctor  Mackshane,  who  passed  by  me  with 
a  disdainful  look,  and  did  not  vouclisafe  to 
honour  me  with  one  word.  After  him  came 
Crampley,  who,  strutting  up  to  mo,  with  h 
fierce  countenance,  pronounced, — "  Here's 
fine    discipline    on   board,  when   such   lazy 

skulking  sons  of  b s  as  y.ou  are  allowed. 

on  pretence  of  sickness,  to  lollop  at  your  ease, 
while  your  betters  are  kept  to  hard  duty  ?" 
The  sight  and  behaviour  of  this  malicious 
scoundrel  incensed  me  so  much,  that  I  could 
scarce  refrain  from  laying  my  cudgel  across 
his  pate  ;  but  when  I  considered  my  present 
feebleness,  and  the  enemies  I  had  in  the  ship, 
wiio  wanted  only  a  pretence  to  ruin  me,  I 
restrained  my  passion,  and  contented  my- 
self with  telling  him,  1  had  not  forgotten  his 
insolence  and  malice,  and  that  I  hoped  we 
should  meet  one  day  on  shore.  At  this 
declaration  he  grinned,  shook  his  fist,  and 
swore  he  longed  for  nothing  more  than  such 
an  opportunity. 

Meanwhile  our  ship  was  ordered  to  Ix; 
heaved  down,  victualled,  and  watered,  for 
her  return  to  England  ;  and  our  captain,  for 
some  reason  or  o'her,  not  thinking  it  conve 
nient  for  him  to  revisit  his  native  country 
at  this  time,  exchanged  with  a  gcntlenun, 
who  on  the  other  hand,  wished  for  nothin/ 
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eo  much  as  to  be  safe  without  the  tropic  ;  all 
his  care  and  tenderness  of  himself  bemcr  in- 
t^ufficient  to  preserve  his  complexion  from 
the  injuries  of  the  sun  and  weather. 

Our  tyrant  having'  left  the  ship,  and  ear- 
ned his  favourite  Mackshane  along  with 
;iim,  to  my  inexpressible  satisfaction,  our 
new  commander  came  on  board  in  a  ton- 
ocrcd  barge,  overshadowed  with  a  vast  um- 
brella, and  appeared  in  every  thing  the  re- 
verse of  Oakum,  being  a  tall,  tJuli,  young 
man,  dressed  in  this  manner  : — A  white  Jia", 
garnished  with  a  red  feather,  adorned  his 
liead,  from  whence  liis  lialr  flov.red  upon 
his  shoulders,  in  ringlets,  tied  behind  with  a 
rilJbon.  His  coat,  consisting  of  pink-colour- 
ed silk  lined  with  white,  by  the  elegance  of 
the  cut  retired  backward,  as  it  were  to  dis- 
cover a  white  satin  waistcoat  embroidered 
with  gold,  unbuttoned  at  the  upper  part  to 
display  a  broach  set  with  garnetij,  that  glit- 
tered in  the  breast  of  his  shirt,  which  was  of 
the  finest  cambrick,  edged  with  right  Mechlin. 
The  knees  of  his  crimson  velvet  breeciies 
scarcely  descended  so  low  as  to  meet  his 
silk  stockings,  which  rose  without  spot  or 
v/rinkle  on  his  meagre  legs,  from  shoes  of 
bine  Meroquin,  studded  with  diamond  buckle^^, 
Ir.at  flamed  forth  rivals  to  the  sun !  A 
steel-hilted  sword,  inlaid  with  gold,  and  deck- 
ed with  a  knot  of  ribbon  which  fell  down  in 
a  ricli  tassel,  equipped  his  side  ;  and  an  am- 
ber-headed cane  hung  dangling  from  his 
wrist.  But  the  most  remarkable  parts  of  his 
furniture  were  a  mask  on  his  face,  and  white 
gloves  on  his  hands,  which  did  not  seem  to 
be  put  on  with  an  intention  to  be  pulled  off 
occasionally,  but  were  fixed  with  a  curious 
ring  on  the  little  finger  of  each  hand.  In 
this  garb  Captain  \Vhiffle  (for  that  was  his 
name)  took  possessionof  the  sliip,  surround- 
ed with  a  crowd  of  attendants,  all  of  whom, 
in  their  different  degrees,  seemed  to  be  of 
their  patron's  disposition  ;  and  the  air  was 
50  impregnated  v/ith  perfumes,  that  one  may 
■  venture  to  affirm  that  the  clime  of  Arabia 
Felix  was  not  half  so  sweet-scented.  My 
fellow  mate,  observing  no  surgeon  among 
his  train,  thought  he  had  found  an  occasion 
too  favourable  for  himself  to  be  neglected  ; 
and  remembering  the  old  proverb,—"  Spare 
to  speak,  and  spare  to  speed,"  resolved  to 
solicit  the  newcaptain's  interest  immediately, 
before  any  other  surgeon  could  be  appointed 
for  the  ship,  _  With  this  view,  he  repaired 
to  the  cabin  in  his  ordinary  dress,  consisting 
of  a  check  shirt  and  trowsers,  a  brown 
linen  waistcoat,  and  a  nightcap)  of  the  same 
(neither  ol  them  very  clean),  which,  for  his 
further  misfortune,  happened  to  smell  strong 
of  tobacco.  Entering  without  any  ceremony 
into  this  sacred  place,  he  found  Captain 
WhifTle  reposing  on  a  couch,  with  a  wrapper 
nf  fine  chintz  about  his  body,  iind  a  muslin 
cap  bordered  with  lace  about  his  head  ;  and 
iRiu-  several  low  congees,  began  in  this  man- 


ner;— "Sir,  I  hope  you  will  forgive,  ano 
excuse,  and  pardon,  the  presumption  of  ona 
who  has  not  the  honour  of  being  known  unto 
you,  but  who  is,  nevertheless,  a  shentlem&ri 
porn  and  prcd,  and  moreover  has  had  mis- 
fortunes. Got  help  me,  in  the  world."  Here 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  captain,  who,  cr. 
seeing  him,  had  started  up  with  great  amarc- 
ment  at  the  novelty  of  the  apparition  ;  and 
having  recollected  himself,  pronounced,  with 
a  look  and  tone  signifying  disdain,  curiosity 
and  surprise, — "  Zauns  !  who  art  thoul"  ♦'  I 
am  surgeon's  first  mate  on  board  of  this 
ship,"  replied  Morgan,  "and  I  most  vehe- 
mently desire  and  beseech  you,  with  al. 
submission,  to  be  pleased  to  condescend  and 
vouchsafe  to  inquire  into  my  character,  ant; 
my  pehaviour,  and  my  deserts,  which,  under 
Got,  I  hope,  will  entitle  me  to  the  vacancy 
of  surgeon."  As  lie  proceeded  in  his  speech 
he  continued  advancing  towards  the  captain, 
whose  nostrils  were  no  sooner  saluted  with 
the  aromatic  flavour  that  exhaled  from  him. 
than  he  cried  with  great  emotion, — "  Heaver 
preserve  me  !  I  am  suffocated !  Fellow,  fel- 
low, away  with  theb.  Curse  thee,  fellow ! 
get  thee  gone.  I  shall  be  stunk  to  death  !" 
At  the  noise  of  his  outcries,  his  servants  ran 
into  his  apartment,  and  he  accosted  them 
thus  : — "  Villains  !  cut-throats !  traitors  !  I 
am  betrayed  !  I  am  sacrificed ! — Will  you 
not  carry-that  monster  away  1  or  must  I  be 
stifled  with  the  stench  of  him  !  Oh!  oh!" 
With  these  interjections  he  sunk  down  upon 
his  settee  in  a  fit ;  his  valet-de-chambre 
plied  him  with  a  smelling-bottle,  one  footmaa 
chafed  his  temples  with  Hungary  water, 
another  sprinkled  the  floor  with  spirits  of 
lavender,  a  third  pushed  Morgan  out  of  the 
cabin  ;  who,  coming  to  the  place  where  1 
was,  sat  down,  with  a  demure  countenance, 
and,  according  to  his  custom,  when  he 
received  any  indignity  which  he  durst  not 
revenge,  began  to  sing  a  Welsh  ditty.  I 
guessed  he  was  under  some  agitation  of 
spirits,  and  desired  to  know  the  cause ;  but, 
instead  of  answering  me  directly,  he  asked, 
with  great  emotion,  if  I  thought  him  a  mon- 
ster and  a  stinkard]  "A  monster  and  a 
stinkard!"  said  I,  with  some  surprise,  "did 
anybody  call  you  so  1"  "  Got  is  my  judge," 
replied  he,  "  Captain  Fifle  did  call  me  both  ; 
aye,  and  all  the  water  in  the  Tawy  -ivill  not 
wash  it  out  of  my  remembrance.  I  do  affirm, 
and  avouch,  and  maintain,  with  my  soul,  and 
my  pody,  and  my  plood,  look  you,  that  I 
have  no  smells  about  inc,  but  such  as  a 
Christian  ought  to  have,  except  the  effluvia 
of  tobacco,  which  is  a  cephalic,  odoriferous, 
aromatic  herb,  and  he  is  a  son  of  a  mountain 
goat  who  says  otherwise.  As  for  my  being 
a  monster,  let  that  be  as  it  is  :  I  am  as  Got 
was  pleased  to  create  me,  which,  peradven- 
ture,  is  more  than  I  shall  aver  of  liim  who 
gave  me  that  title;  for  I  will  proclaim  it 
before  the  world,  that  he  is  disguised,  and 
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tmnsfigiirod,  and  transinojrrapnioil,  with 
rfflectiition  and  wliiinsioa,  and  tliat  ho  is 
more  like  a  jiapnoii  than  one  of  tiic  human 
race." 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

Vaptrein  Whiffle  sends  for  me — his  situa- 
tion described — his  sunreon  arrives,  pre- 
scribes for  him  and  jntts  him  to  hed^— 
a  bed  is  put  up  for  Mr  Simper,  contifruous 
to  the  state-room,  which,  with  other  parts 
of  the  captain's  behaviour,  gives  the 
ship's  company  a  very  unfavourable  idea 
of  their  commander — /  ain  detained  in 
the  West  Lidics  by  the  admiral,  and  go 
on  board  of  the  J^izard  sloop  of  war  in 
quality  of  surgeon's  mate,  lohere  I  make 
myself  known  to  the  surgeon,  who  treats 
me  very  kindly — /  go  on  shore,  sell  my 
ticket,  purchase  necessaries,  and  at  my 
return  on  board,  am  stirprized  at  the 
sight  of  Crampley,  who  is  appointed 
lieutenant  of  the  sloop — we  sail  on  a 
cruise — take  a  prize,  in  which  I  arrive  at 
Port  Morant,  under  the  command  of  my 
messmate,  with  whom  I  live  in  great 
harmony. 

He  was  goin;T  on  with  an  eulogium  upon  tne 
captain,  when  I  received  a  message  to  clean 
myself,  and  go  up  to  the  wreat  cabin  ;  and 
with  this  command  I  instantly  complied, 
sweetening  myself  with  rose  water  from  the 
medicine  chest.  When  I  entered  the  room, 
I  was  ordered  to  stand  by  the  door,  until 
Captain  Whiffle  had  reconnoitred  me  at  a 
distance  with  a  spy-glass.  He,  having  con- 
sulted one  sense  in  this  manner,  bade  me 
advance  gradually,  that  his  nose  might  have 
intelligence  before  it  could  be  much  offended. 
I  therefore  approached  with  great  caution 
and  success ;  and  he  was  pleased  to  say, — 
"  Aye,  this  creature  is  tolerable."  I  found 
him  lolling  on  his  couch,  with  a  languishing 
air,  his  head  supported  by  his  valet-de-cliam- 
bre,  who,  from  time  to  time,  applied  a  smell- 
ing bottle  to  his  nose.  "  Vergette,"  said  he, 
in  a  squeaking  tone,  "dost  thou  think  this 
wretch  (meaning  me)  will  do  me  no  injury  1 
may  I  venture  to  submit  my  arm  to  himl" 
"  Pon  my  vord,"  replied  the  valet,  "  I  do 
tink  dat  dere  be  gieat  occasion  for  your 
honour  losing  one  small  quantite  of  blodt ; 
and  the  young  man  have  quelque  chose  of 
de  bonne  mien."  "  Well  then,"  said  his 
master,  "  I  think  I  must  venture."  Then 
addressing  himself  to  me, — "  Hast  thou  ever 
oloodcd  any  body  but  brutes  ]  But  I  need 
not  ask  thee,  for  thou  wilt  tell  me  a  most 
-lamnable  lie."  '«  Brutes,  sir,"  answered  I, 
pulling  down  his  glove,  in  order  to  feel  his 
pulse,  "  I  never  meddle  with  brutes." — 
''What  the  devil  art  thou  about!"  cried  he, 
'dost  thou  intend  to  twist  off  my  hand? 


God's  curse  !  my  arm  is  benumbed  up  to  the 
very  shoulder!  Heaven  have  mercy  on  me! 
must  I  perish  under  the  hands  of  savages] 
What  an  unfortunate  dog  was  I,  to  come  on 
board  without  my  own  surgeon,  Mr  Simper  !" 
I  craved  pardon  for  having  handled  liim  so 
roughly,  and,  with  the  utmost  care  and  ten- 
dornes.s,  tied  up  his  arm  with  a  fillet  of  silk. 
While  I  was  feeling  for  the  vein,  he  desired 
to  know  how  much,  blood  1  intended  to  take 
from  him  ;  and  when  I  answered, — "  not 
above  twelve  ounces,"  started  up  with  a 
look  full  of  horror,  and  bade  me  be  gone, 
swearing  I  had  a  design  upon  his  life.  Ver- 
gette appeased  him  witii  difficulty,  and 
opening  a  bureau,  took  out  a  pair  of  scales, 
in  one  of  which  was  placed  a  small  cup  ;  and 
putting  them  into  my  hand,  told  me,  the 
captain  never  lost  above  an  ounce  and  three 
drachms  at  one  time.  While  1  prepared  for 
tills  important  evacuation,  tliere  came  into 
the  cabin  a  young  man  gaily  dressed,  of  a 
very  delicate  complexion,  with  a  kind  of 
languid  smile  on  his  face,  which  seemed  to 
have  been  rendered  habitual  by  a  long  course 
of  affectation.  The  captain  no  sooner  per- 
ceived him,  than,  rising  hastily,  he  flew  into 
his  arms,  crying, — "  O  !  my  dear  Simper  '. 
I  am  excessively  disordered  !  I  have  been 
betrayed,  frighted,  murdered,  by  the  negli- 
gence of  my  servants,  who  suffered  a  beast, 
a  mule,  a  hear,  to  surprise  me,  and  stink  me 
into  convulsions  with  the  fumes  of  tobacco." 
Simper,  who,  by  this  time,  I  found,  was 
obliged  to  art  for  the  clearness  of  his  com- 
plexion, assumed  an  air  of  softness  and 
sympathy,  and  lamented,  with  many  tender 
expressions  of  sorrow,  the  sad  accident  that 
had  thrown  him  into  that  condition  ;  then 
feeling  his  patient's  pulse  on  the  outside  of 
his  glove,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  his 
disorder  was  entirely  nervous,  and  that  scrne 
drops  of  tincture  of  castor  and  liquid  lauda- 
num would  be  of  more  service  to  him  than 
bleeding,  by  bridling  the  inordinate  sallies  of 
his  spirits,  and  composing  the  fermentation 
of  his  bile.  I  was  therefore  sent  to  prepare 
this  prescription,  which  was  administered  in 
a  glass  of  sack  posset,  after  the  captain  had 
been  put  to  bed,  and  orders  sent  to  the  officers 
on  the  quarter-deck,  to  let  nobody  walk  on 
that  side  under  which  he  lay. 

While  the  captain  enjoyed  his  repose,  the 
doctor  watched  over  him,  and  indeed  became 
so  necessary,  that  a  cabin  was  made  for  him 
contiguous  to  the  state-room  where  Whiffle 
slept,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  in  case  of 
accidents  in  the  night.  Next  day  our  com- 
mander being  happily  recovered,  gave  orders 
that  none  of  the  lieutenants  should  appear 
upon  deck  without  a  wig,  sword,  and  ruffles ; 
nor  any  mid.shipman,  or  other  petty  officer, 
be  seen  with  a  check  shirt,  or  dirty  linen. 
He  also  prohibited  any  person  whatevci, 
except  Simper  and  his  own  servants,  from 
coming  into  the  great  cabin,  witnout  first 
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sending  in  to  obtain  leave.  These  singular 
regulations  did  not  prepossess  the  ship's 
company  in  his  favour ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
gave  scandal  an  opportunity  to  be  very  busy 
with  liis  character,  and  accuse  hiin  of  main- 
taining a  correspondence  wifta  tlie  surgeon 
not  tit  to  be  named. 

In  a  few  weeks,  cur  ship  being  under 
sailing  orders,  I  was  in  hopes  of  revisiting 
my  native  country  in  a  very  sliort  time,  when 
the  admiral's  surgeon  came  on  board,  and 
sending  for  IMorgan  and  me  to  the  quarter- 
deck, gave  us  to  understand,  there  was  a 
great  scarcity  of  surgeons  in  the  West  Indies  : 
that  he  was  commanded  to  detain  one  mate 
out  of  every  great  ship  tliat  was  bound  for 
England :  and  desired  us  to  agree  between 
ourselves,  before  the  next  day  at  that  hour, 
which  of  us  should  stay  behind.  We  were 
thunder-struck  at  this  proposal,  and  stared 
at  one  another  some  time  v/ithout  speaking  : 
at  length  the  Welshman  broke  silence,  and 
offered  to  remain  in  the  West  Indies,  pro- 
vided the  admiral  would  give  him  a  surgeon's 
warrant  immediately  ;  but  he  was  told  there 
was  no  want  of  chief  surgeons,  and  that  he 
must  be  contented  with  the  station  of  mate, 
till  he  should  be  further  provided  for  in  due 
course :  whereupon  Morgan  flatly  refused  to 
quit  the  ship  for  which  the  commissioners  of 
the  navy  had  appointed  him  ;  and  the  other 
told  him  as  plainly,  that  if  we  could  not 
determine  the  affair  by  ourselves  before  to- 
morrow morning,  he  must  cast  lots,  and  abide 
by  his  chance.  When  I  recalled  to  my 
remembrance  the  miseries  I  had  undergone 
in  England,  where  I  had  not  one  friend  to 
promote  my  interest,  or  favour  my  advance- 
ment in  the  navy,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
reflected  on  the  present  dearth  of  surgeons 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  unhealthiness 
of  the  climate,  which  every  day  almost  re- 
duced the  number,  I  could  not  help  thinking 
my  success  would  be  much  more  certain  and 
expeditious,  by  my  staying  where  I  was, 
than  by  returning  to  Europe.  I  therefore 
resolved  to  comply  with  a  good  grace,  and 
next  day,  when  we  were  ordered  to  throw 
dice,  told  Morgan  he  needed  not  trouble 
himself,  for  I  would  voluntarily  submit  to  the 
admiral's  pleasure.  This  frank  declaration 
was  commended  by  the  gentleman,  who 
assured  me,  it  should  net  fare  the  worse  with 
me  for  my  resignation.  Indeed,  he  was  as 
good  as  his  word,  and  that  very  afternoon 
procured  a  warrant,  appointing  me  asurgeon's 
mate  of  the  Lizard  sloop  of  war,  which  put 
me  on  a  footing  with  every  first  mate  in  the 
service. 

My  ticket  being  made  out,  I  put  my  chest 
and  bedding  on  board  a  canoe  that  lay  along- 
side, and  having  shook  hands  with  my  trusty 
friend  the  serjeant,  and  honest  Jack  Rattlin, 
wiio  was  bound  for  Greenwich  hospital,  I 
took  my  leave  of  Morgan  with  many  tears, 
ifler  wo  had  exchan^'ed  our  sleeve-buttons  as 


remembrancers  of  each  other.  Having  pre 
sented  my  new  warrant  to  the  captain  of  the 
Lizard,  I  inquired  for  the  doctor,  whom  I  no 
sooner  saw,  than  I  recollected  him  to  be  one 
of  those  young  fellows  with  whom  I  had  been 
committed  to  tlie  round-house,  during  oui 
frolic  with  Jackson,  as  I  have  related  before 
He  received  me  v/ilh  a  good  deal  of  courtes}', 
and  when  I  put  him  in  mind  of  our  former 
acquaintance,  expressed  great  joy  at  seeing 
me  again,  and  recommended  me  to  an  exceed- 
ing good  mess,  composed  of  the  gunner  and 
master's  mate.  As  there  was  not  one  sick 
person  in  the  ship,  I  got  leave  to  go  ashore 
the  next  day  witli  the  gunner,  who  recom- 
mended  me  to  a  Jew  that  bought  my  ticket 
at  the  rate  of  forty  per  cent  discount ;  and 
having  furnished  myself  with  what  necessa- 
ries I  wanted,  returned  on  board  in  the 
evening,  and,  to  my  surprise,  found  my  old 
antagonist  Crampley  walking  upon  deck. 
Though  I  did  not  fear  his  enmity,  I  was 
shocked  at  his  appearance,  and  comnmnicated 
my  sentiments  on  that  subject  to  Mr  Tomlins 
the  surgeon,  who  told  me  that  Crampley,  by 
dint  of  some  friends  about  the  admiral,  had 
procured  a  commission,  constituting  him  lieu- 
tenant on  board  the  Lizard;  and  advised  me, 
now  he  was  my  superior  officer,  to  behave 
with  some  respect  towards  him,  or  else  he 
would  find  a  thousand  opportunities  of  using 
me  ill.  This  advice  was  a  bitter  potion  to 
me,  whom  pride  and  resentment  had  rendered 
utterly  incapable  of  the  least  submission  to, 
or  even  a  reconciliation  with,  tlie  wretch 
who  had  on  many  occasions  treated  me  so 
inhumanly  ;  however,  I  resolved  to  have  as 
little  connection  as  possible  with  him,  and  to 
ingratiate  myself  as  much  as  I  -could  with 
the  rest  of  the  officers,  whose  friendship 
might  be  a  bulwark  to  defend  me  from  the 
attempts  of  his  malice. 

In  less  than  a  week  we  sailed  on  a  cruise, 
and,  having  weathered  the  east  end  of  the 
island,  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  a  Spanish 
barcolongo,  with  her  prize,  whii'h  was  an 
Englisli  ship  bound  for  Bristol,  that  sailed 
from  Jamaica  a  fortnight  before,  without  con- 
voy. All  the  prisoners  who  were  well  we 
put  on  shore  on  the  north  side  of  the  island, 
the  prizes  were  manned  with  Englishmen, 
and  the' command  of  the  barcolongo  given  to 
my  friend  the  master's* mate,  with  orders  to 
carry  them  into  Port  Morant,  and  tliere  to 
remain  until  the  Lizard's  cruise  should  be 
ended,  at  which  time  she  would  touch  at  the 
same  place  in  her  way  to  Port  Royal.  With 
him  I  was  sent  to  attend  the  wounded  Spa- 
niards as  well  as  Englishmen,  who  amounted 
to  sixteen,  and  to  take  care  of  them  on  shore, 
in  a  house  that  was  to  be  hired  as  an  hospital. 
This  destination  gave  me  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure,  as  I  should  for  some  time  be  freed 
from  the  arrogance  of  Crampley,  whose 
inveteracy  against  me  had  already  broken  out 
on   two   or  three   occasions  slice   l.«   waa 
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become  a  lieutenant.  My  messmate,  wlio 
very  much  resembled  my  uncle,  both  in  figure 
and  disposition,  treated  me  on  board  of  tiie 
prize  with  the  utmost  civility  and  confidence  ; 
and,  amonij  other  favours,  made  me  a  present 
of  a  silvor-hilted  haiiijer,  and  a  pair  of  pistols 
mounted  with  tlie  same  metal,  which  lell  to 
lis  share  in  plundering  the  enemy.  \V'e 
arrived  safely  at  Morant,  and,  going  on  shore, 
pitched  upon  an  empty  storehouse,  which  we 
liired  for  the  reception  of  the  wounded,  who 
were  brought  to  it  next  day,  with  bed  and 
other  necessaries  :  and  four  of  the  ship's  com- 
pany appointed  to  attend  tlicm  and  obey  me. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

.1  strange  adventure — in  consequence  of 
which  I  am  extremebj  happy — Crampley 
does  me  ill  offices  loith  the  captain  ;  but 
his  malice  is  defeated  by  the  good  nature 
and  friendship  of  the  surgeon — we  return 
to  Port  Royal — our  captain  gets  the  com- 
mand of  a  larger  ship,  and  is  succeeded 
by  an  old  man — Brayl  is  provided  for — 
we  receive  orders  to  sail  for  Ejigland. 

'Vhen  my  patients  were  all  in  a  fair  way, 
.ly  companion  and  commander,  whose  name 
was  Brayl,  ca"ied  me  up  the  country  to  the 
nouse  of  a  rich  planter,  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted,  where  we  were  sumptuously 
entertained,  and,  in  the  evening  set  out  on 
our  return  to  the  ship.  When  we  had  walked 
about  a  mile  by  moonlight,  we  perceived  a 
horseman  behind  us,  who,  coming  up,  wished 
U-s  good  even ;  and  asked,  which  way  we 
went]  His  voice,  which  was  quite  familiar 
to  me,  no  sooner  struck  my  ear,  than,  in  spite 
of  all  my  resolution  and  reflection,  my  hair 
bristled  up,  and  J  was  seized  with  a  violent 
.-jtof  trembling,  which  Brayl  misinterpreting, 
oade  me  be  under  no  concern.  I  told  him 
he  was  mista  ken  in  the  cause  of  my  disorder ; 
and,  addressing  myself  to  the  person  on 
horseback,  said, — "  I  could  have  sworn  by 
your  voice,  that  you  were  a  dear  friend  of 
mine,  if  I  had  not  been  certain  of  his  death." 
To  this  address,  after  some  pause,  he  replied, 
— "  There  are  many  voices  as  well  as  faces 
that  resemble  one  another  ;  but  pray,  what 
was  your  friend's  name  V  I  satislied  him  in 
that  particular,  and  gave  a  short  deail  of  the 
melancholy  fate  of  Thomson,  nut  without 
many  siglis  and  some  tears,  A  silence  en- 
sued, wliich  lasted  some  minutes,  and  then 
the  conversation  turned  on  different  subjects, 
till  we  anived  at  a  house  on  the  road,  where 
the  horseman  alighted,  and  begged  with  so 
much  earnestness,  that  we  would  go  in  and 
drink  a  bowl  of  punch  with  him,  that  we 
could  not  resist.  But  if  I  was  alarmed  at 
his  v  jice,  what  must  my  amazement  be,  when 
[  discovered  by  the  light  the  very  person  of 
Q3V  lamented  friend  '  Perceiving  my  confu- 
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sion,  which  was  e.\treme,  he  clasped  ine  in 
his  arms,  and  bedewed  my  face  with  tears. 
It  was  some  time  ere  I  recovered  the  use  of 
my  reason,  overpowered  with  this  event,  and 
longer  still  beft)re  I  could  speak  ;  so  that  all 
I  was  capable  of  was  to  return  his  embraces, 
and  to  mingle  tlie   overllowings  of  my  joy 
with  his;  wliilst  honest  Brayl,  ritll'cled  witK 
the  scene,  wept  as  fast  as  cither  of  us,  and 
signified  his  participation  of  our  happiness, 
by  hugging  us  both,  and  capering  about  the 
room  like  a  madman.     At  length  I  retrievca 
the  use  of  my  tongue,  and  cried, — "  Is  it  poss- 
ible, can  you  be  my  friend  Thomson  !  No, 
certainly  :  alas  !  he  was  drowned  !  and  I  am 
now  under  tiie  deception  of  a  dream  !"  He 
was  at  great  pains  to  convince  me  of  his 
being  the  individual  person  whom  I  regretted, 
and,  bidding  me  sit  down  and  compose  my- 
self, promised  to  explain  his  sudden  disap- 
pearance from  the  Thunder,  and  to  account 
for  his  being  at  present  in  the  land  of  the 
living.     This   task  he  acquitted  himself  of, 
after  I  had  drank  a  glass  of  punch,  and  re- 
collected  my  spirits,  by  informing  us,  that, 
with  a  determination  to  rid  himself  of  a  mis- 
erable existence,  he  had  gone  in  the  night- 
time to  the  head,  while  the  ship  was  on  her 
way,  from  whence  he  slipped  down  as  softly 
as  he  could  by  the  bows  into  the  sea,  where, 
after  he  was   heartily  ducked,  he   began  to 
repent  of  his  precipitation,  and,  as  he  could 
swim  very  well,  kept  himfclf above  water,  in 
hopes  of  being  taken  up  by  some  of  the  ships 
astern:  that,  in  this  situation,  he  hailed  a 
large  vessel,  and  begged  to  be  taken  in,  but 
was  answered  that  she  was  a  heavy  sailer, 
and  therefore  they  did  not  choosf  *o  lose  time 
by  bringing  to:  however,  they  threw  an  old 
chest  overboard  for  his  convenience,  and  told 
him,  that  some  of  the  ships  astern  would  cer- 
tainly save  him:  that  no  other  vessel  came 
within  sight  or  cry  of  him  for  the  space  of 
three  hours,  during  which  time  he  had  the 
mortification  to  find  himself  in  the  middle  oi" 
the   ocean  alone,  without  other  support  or 
resting  place  but  what  a  few  crazy  boards 
afforded  ;    till   at  last   he   discerned  a  small 
sloop  steering  towards  him,  upon  which  he 
set  up  his  throat,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
to   be   heard   and   rescued   from   the  dreary 
waste  by  their  boat,  which  was  hoisted  out 
on  purpose.     ♦'  I  was  no  sooner  brought  on 
board,"  continued  ho,  "than  I  fainted;  and 
when  I  recovered  my  senses,  found  myself 
in  bed,  regaled  with  a  most  noisome  smell 
of  onions  and  cheese,  which  made  mo  think, 
at  first,  that  I  was  in  my  own  hammock,  along- 
side of  honest  Morgan,  and  that  all  which 
had   passed  was  no  more  than  a   dream.— 
Upon   inquiry   I  understood   that  I  was  on 
board    of  a  schooner   belonging   to    Rhode 
Island,  bound   for  Jamaica,  with  a  cargo  of 
geese,  pigs,  onions  and  cheese  ;  and  that  the 
master's  name   was   Robertson,   by  birth  a 
North-Briton,  wliom  I  knew  at  first  si^ht  tc 
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be  an  old  school-fellow  of  mine.  When  I 
discovered  myself  to  him,  he  was  transported 
with  surprise  and  joy,  and  begged  to  know  the 
occasion  of  my  misfortune,  which  I  did  not 
tiiink  fit  to  disclose,  because  I  knew  his  no- 
lions  with  regard  to  religion  were  very  severe 
and  confined ;  therefore  contented  myself 
with  telling  him,  I  foil  overboard  by  acci- 
dent ;  but  made  no  scrufjl  3  of  explaining  the 
nature  of  my  disagreeable  station,  and  of  ac- 
quainting him  with  my  determined  purpose 
never  to  return  to  the  Thunder  man  of  war. 
Although  he  was  not  of  my  opinion  in  that 
particular,  knowing  that  I  must  lose  my 
rlothcs,  and  what  pay  was  due  to  me,  unless 
I  went  back  to  my  duty ;  yet,  when  I  de- 
scribed the  circumstances  of  the  hellish  life  I 
led,  under  the  tyrannic  sway  of  Oakum  and 
Mackshanc ;  and,  among  other  grievances, 
hinted  a  dissatisfaction  at  the  irreligious 
deportment  of  my  sliipmates,  and  the  want 
of  the  true  presbyterian  gospel  doctrine  ;  he 
changed  his  sentiments,  and  conjured  me, 
with  great  vehemence  and  zeal,  to  lay  aside 
all  thoughts  of  rising  in  the  navy :  and,  that 
ho  might  show  how  much  he  had  my  interest 
at  heart,  undertook  to  provide  for  me,  in 
some  shape  or  other,  before  he  should  leave 
.Tamaica.  This  promise  he  performed  to  my 
heart's  desire,  by  recommending  mo  to  a 
gentleman  of  fortune,  with  whom  1  have  lived 
ever  since,  in  quality  of  surgeon  and  overseer 
to  his  plantations.  He  and  his  lady  are  now 
at  Kingston,  so  that  I  am,  for  the  present, 
master  of  this  house,  to  which,  from  my  soul, 
I  bid  you  welcome,  and  hope  you  will  favour 
me  with  your  company  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  night."  I  needed  not  a  second 
invitation  !  but  Mr  Brayl,  who  was  a  dili- 
gent and  excellent  officer,  could  not  be  per- 
suaded to  sleep  out  of  the  ship  :  however,  he 
supped  with  us,  and,  after  having  drank  a 
cheerful  glass,  set  out  for  the  vessel,  which 
was  not  above  three  miles  from  the  place, 
escorted  by  a  couple  of  stout  negi-oes,  whom 
Mr  Thomson  ordered  to  conduct  him.  Never 
were  two  friends  more  happy  in  the  conver- 
sation of  each  other  than  we,  for  the  time 
it  lasted;  I  related  to  him  the  particulars  of 
our  attempt  upon  Carthagena,  of  which  he 
had  heard  but  an  imperfect  account ;  and  he 
gratified  me  with  a  narration  of  every  little 
incident  of  his  life  since  we  parted.  He 
assured  me,  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficiilty 
he  could  resist  his  inclination  of  coming  dov/n 
to  Port  Royal  to  see  Morgan  and  me,  of  whom 
he  had  heard  no  tidings  since  the  day  of  our 
separation  :  but  that  he  was  restrained  by  the 
fear  of  being  detained  as  a  deserter.  He  told 
mc,  that,  when  he  heard  my  voice  in  the 
dark,  nc  was  almost  as  much  surprised  as  1 
was  at  Bceing  him  aft;erwards!  and,  in  the 
confidence  of  friendship,  disclosed  a  passion 
he  entertained  for  the  only  daughter  of  the 
grentleman  with  whom  he  lived,  who,  by  his 
doscriptioHy  was  a  very  amiable  young  lady, 


and  did  not  disdain  his  addresses ;  that  h»? 
was  very  much  favoured  by  her  parents,  and 
did  not  despair  of  obtaining  their  consent  to 
the  match,  which  would  at  once  render  him 
independent  of  the  world.  I  congratulated 
him  on  his  good  fortune,  which  he  protested 
should  never  make  him  forget  his  friends,  and 
towards  morning  we  betook  ourselves  to  re.st. 

Next  day  he  accompanied  me  to  the  ship, 
where  Mr  Brayl  entertained  him  at  dinner ; 
and  we  having  spent  the  afternoon  together, 
he  took  his  leave  of  us  in  the  evening,  after 
he  had  forced  upon  me  ten  pistoles,  as  a  small 
token  of  his  affection.  In  short,  while  we 
staid  here,  we  saw  one  another  every  day, 
and  generally  ate  at  the  same  table,  which 
was  plentifully  supplied  by  him  with  all  kinda 
of  poultry,  butchers'  meat,  oranges,  limes, 
lemons,  pine  apples,  Madeira  wine,  and 
excellent  rum  ;  so  that  this  small  interval  of 
ten  days  was  by  far  the  most  agreeable  period 
of  my  life. 

At  length  the  Lizard  arrived ;  and  my 
patients  being  all  fit  for  duty,  they  and  1 
were  ordered  onboard  of  her,  where  I  under- 
stood from  Mr  Tomlins,  that  there  was  a 
shyness  between  the  lieutenant  and  him  on 
my  account ;  that  rancorous  villain  havu'g 
taken  the  opportunity  of  my  absence  to  fi>', 
the  captain's  ears  witii  a  thousand  scandalous 
stories  to  my  prejudice  ;  among  other  things, 
aflirming,  that  I  had  been  once  transported 
for  theft,  and  that,  v.'hen  I  was  in  the  Thun- 
der  man  of  war,  I  had  been  whipt  for  the 
same  crime.  The  surgeon,  on  the  other 
hand,  having  heard  my  whole  story  from  my 
own  mouth,  defended  me  strenuously ;  and, 
in  the  coi  rse  of  that  good-natured  office, 
recounted  all  the  instances  of  Crampley'a 
malice  against  me  while  I  remained  on  board 
of  that  ship:  which  declaration,  while  it 
satisfied  tiie  captain  of  my  innocence,  made 
the  lieutenant  as  much  my  defender's  enemy 
as  mine.  This  infernal  behaviour  of  Cramp- 
ley,  with  regard  to  me,  added  such  fuel  to 
my  former  resentment,  that,  at  certain  times, 
I  was  quite  beside  myself  with  the  desire  of 
revenge,  and  was  even  tempted  to  pistol  him 
on  the  quarter-deck,  though  an  infamous 
death  must  inevitably  have  been  my  reward. 
But  the  surgeon,  who  was  my  confidant, 
argued  against  such  a  desperate  action  so 
effectually,  that  I  Stifled  the  flame  which 
consumed  me  for  the  present,  and  resolved 
to  wait  for  a  more  convenient  opportunity. 
In  the  mean  time,  that  Mr  Tomlins  might  be 
the  more  convinced  of  the  wrongs  I  suffered 
by  this  fellow's  slander,  I  begged  he  would 
go  and  visit  Mr  Thomson,  whose  wonderful 
escape  I  had  made  him  acquainted  with,  and 
inquire  of  him  into  the  particulars  of  my 
conduct,  while  he  was  my  fellow-mate. 
Tills  request  ~he  surgeon  complied  with, 
more  from  curiosity  to  sec  a  person  whose 
fiilc  had  been  so  extraordinary,  than  fo  con- 
firm his  good  opinion  of  me,  v/hich.  he  a-ssured 
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mo,  was  already  firmly  rstablislieil.  lie 
therefore  e-ct  out  for  tlie  d\vclliiii]f-|)laco  of 
my  friend,  witli  n  letter  of  introduction  from 
me  ;  aiid.  bein^j  recrived  with  all  the  civility 
and  kindness  I  expected,  returned  to  the 
ship,  not  only  satisfic^d  with  my  character 
beyond  the  power  of  doubt  or  insinuation, 
but  also  charmed  with  the  afl'ability  and 
conversation  of  Thomson,  who  loaded  him 
and  me  with  presents  of  fresh  stock,  liijuors, 
and  fruit.  As  he  would  not  venture  to  come 
and  sec  us  on  board,  lest  Crampley  should 
know  and  detain  him,  when  the  time  of  our 
departure  approached,  I  obtained  leave  to 
go  and  bid  him  farewell.  After  wc  had 
vowed  an  everlasting  friendship,  he  pressed 
upon  mc  a  purse  with  four  doubloons,  which 
[  refused  as  long  as  I  could  without  giving 
umbrage ;  and,  having  cordially  embraced 
each  other,  I  returned  on  board,  where  I 
found  a  small  box,  with  a  letter  directed  to 
ine,  to  the  care  of  I\Ir  Tomlins.  Knowing 
the  superscription  to  be  of  Thomson's  hand- 
writing, I  opened  it  with  some  surprise,  and 
ledrned  that  this  generous  friend,  not  con- 
tented with  loading  mc  with  the  presents 
already  mentioned,  had  sent,  for  my  use  and 
acceptance,  half  a  dozen  fine  shirts,  and  as 
many  linen  waistcoats  and  caps,  with  twelve 
pair  of  new  thread  stockings.  Being  thus 
provided  with  money,  and  all  necessaries 
for  the  comfort  of  life,  I  began  to  look  upon 
myself  as  a  gentleman  of  some  consequence, 
and  felt  my  pride  dilate  apace. 

Next  day  we  sailed  for  Port  Royal,  where 
we  arrived  safely  with  our  prizes  :  and  as 
there  was  nothing  to  do  on  board,  I  wont 
ashore,  and,  having  purchased  a  laced  waist- 
coat, with  some  other  clothes,  at  a  sale, 
made  a  swaggering  figure  for  some  days 
among  the  taverns,  where  I  ventured  to  play 
a  little  at  hazard,  and  came  off  with  fifty 
])istoles  in  my  pocket.  Meanwhile,  our 
captain  was  promoted  to  a  ship  of  twenty 
guns,  and  the  command  of  the  Lizard  given 
to  a  man  turned  of  fourscore,  who  had  been 
lieutenant  since  tlio  reign  of  King  William, 
and,  notwithstanding  his  long  service,  would 
have  probably  died  in  that  station,  had  he 
not  applied  some  prize-money  he  had  lately 
received,  to  make  interest  with  his  superiors. 
My  friend  Brayl  was  also  niade  an  officer 
nbont  the  same  time,  after  he  had  served  in 
quality  of  a  midshi])man  and  mate  five-and- 
twenty  years.  Soon  after  these  alterations, 
the  admiral  pitched  upon  our  ship  to  carry 
nomc  dispatches  for  the  ministry  ;  and  we 
B€t  sail  for  England,  having  first  scrubbed 
her  bottom,  and  taken  in  provision  and  v/atcr 
for  the  occasion. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIl. 

iVe  depart  for  Europe — a  misunderstand- 
Wff  arises  betiocen  the  capfain  and  sur~ 


f^eon,  throHirh  the  scandalous  aspersions 
of  Vrampleij — the  captain  dies — Cramp- 
Icy  Itjrannizcs  over  the  surgeon,  lohofuLU 
a  victim  to  his  cruelly — I  am  also  ill  usen 
— the  ship  strikes — the  behaviour  of 
Crainplry  and  the  seamen  on  that  occa- 
sion— I  get  on  shore,  challenge  the  cap- 
tain to  single  combat — am  treacherously 
hnocked  down,  wounded,  and  robbed. 

Now  that  I  could  return  to  my  native  coun- 
try in  a  creditable  way,  I  felt  excessive  plea- 
sure in  finding  myself  out  of  sight  of  that 
fatal  island,  which  has  been  the  grave  of  so 
many  Europeans ;  and  as  I  was  accommoda- 
ted with  every  thing  to  render  the  passage 
agreeable,  I  resolved  to  enjoy  myself  as  much 
as  the  insolence  of  Crampley  would  permit 
This  insidious  slanderer  had  found  means 
already  to  cause  a  misunderstanding  between 
the  surgeon  and  captain,  who,  by  his  age  and 
infirmities,  was  rendered  intolerably  peev- 
ish, his  disposition  having  also  been  soured 
by  a  long  course  of  disappointments.  He 
had  a  particular  aversion  to  all  young  men, 
especially  to  surgeons,  whom  he  considered 
as  unnecessary  animals  on  board  of  a  ship: 
and,  in  consequence  of  these  sentiments, 
never  consulted  the  doctor,  notwithstanding 
his  being  seized  with  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout 
and  gravel ;  but  applied  to  a  cask  of  Holland 
gin,  v/hich  was  his  sovereign  prescription 
against  all  distempers.  Whether  he  was  at 
this  time  too  sparing,  or  took  an  overdose  of 
his  cordial,  certain  it  is,  he  departed  in  the 
night,  without  any  ceremony,  which  indeed 
was  a  thing  he  always  despised,  and  was 
found  stiff  next  morning,  to  the  no  small 
satisfaction  of  Crampley,  who  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  vessel.  For  that  very 
reason,  Mr  Tomlins  and  I  had  no  cause  to 
rejoice  at  this  event,  fearing  that  the  tyranny 
of  our  new  commander  would  now  be  as 
unlimited  as  his  power.  The  first  day  of  his 
command  justified  our  apprehension  ;  for,  on 
pretence  that  the  decks  were  too  much 
crowded,  he  ordered  the  surgeon's  hen-coops, 
with  all  his  fowls,  to  be  tlirown  overboard; 
and  at  the  same  time  prohibited  him  and  mo 
from  a])pcaring  on  the  quarter-deck.  Mr 
Tomlins  could  not  help  complaining  of  these 
injuries,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  expostula- 
tion,  dropped  some  hasty  words,  of  which 
Crampley  taking  hold,  confined  him  to  his 
cabin,  where,  in  a  few  days,  for  want  of  air, 
he  was  attacked  by  a  fever,  which  soon  put 
an  end  to  his  life,  afler  he  had  made  his  will, 
by  which  he  bequeathed  all  his  estate,  per- 
sonal and  real,  to  his  sister,  and  left,  to  me 
his  watch  and  instruments  as  memorials  of 
his  friendship.  I  was  penetrated  witn  grief 
on  this  melancholy  occasion  ;  the  more  be- 
cause there  was  nobody  on  board  to  whom  J 
could  communicate  my  sorrows,  or  of  whom 
I  could  receive  the  least  consolation  or  ad- 
vice.    Crampley  was  so  far  from  discovering 
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the  least  remorse  for  his  barbarity,  at  the 
news  of  the  surgeon's  death,  that  he  insult- 
ed his  memory  in  the  most  abusive  manner, 
and  affirmed  he  had  poisoned  himself  out  of 
pure  fear,  dreading  to  be  brought  to  a  court- 
martial  for  mutiny ;  for  which  reason  he 
would  not  suffer  the  service  of  tlic  dead  to 
be  read  over  his  body  before  it  was  thrown 
overboard. 

Nothing  but  a  speedy  deliverance  could 
have  supported  me  under  the  brutal  sway  of 
this  bashaw,  who,  to  render  my  life  the  more 
irksome,  signified  to  my  messmates  a  desire 
that  I  should  be  expelled  from  their  society. 
This  was  no  sooner  hinted,  than  they  grant- 
ed his  request ;  and  I  was  fain  to  eat,  in  a 
solitary  manner,  by  myself,  during  the  rest 
of  the  passage,  which,  however,  soon  drew 
to  a  period. 

We  had  been  seven  weeks  at  sea,  when 
the  gunner  told  the  captain,  that,  by  his  reck- 
oning, we  must  be  in  soundings,  and  desired 
he  would  order  the  lead  to  be  heaved. 
Crampley  swore  he  did  not  know  how  to 
Keep  the  sliip's  way,  for  we  were  not  within 
a  hundred  leagues  of  soundings,  and  there- 
fore he  would  not  give  himself  the  trouble  to 
cast  the  lead.  Accordingly,  we  continued 
o'jr  course  all  that  afternoon  and  night, 
without  shortening  sail,  although  the  gunner 
pretended  to  discover  Scilly  light,  and  next 
morning  protested  in  form  against  the  cap- 
tain's conduct,  for  whicli  he  was  put  m  con- 
finement. We  discovered  no  land  all  that 
day,  and  Crampley  was  still  so  infatuated  as 
to  neglect  sounding ;  but  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  the  ship  struck,  and  remained 
fast  on  a  sand-bank.  This  accident  alarmed 
the  whole  crew  ;  the  boat  was  immediately 
Iioisted  out ;  but,  as  we  could  not  discern 
which  way  the  shore  lay,  we  were  obliged  to 
wait  for  day-light.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
wind  increased,  and  the  waves  beat  against 
the  sloop  with  such  violence,  that  we  expect- 
ed she  would  have  gone  to  pieces.  The  gun- 
ner was  released,  and  consulted:  he  advised 
the  captain  to  cut  away  the  mast,  in  order  to 
lighten  her;  this  expedient  was  performed 
without  success :  the  sailors  seeing  things 
m  a  desperate  situation,  according  to  cus- 
tom, broke  up  the  chests  belonging  to  tlie 
officers,  dressed  themselves  in  their  clothes, 
drank  their  liquors  without  ceremony,  and 
drunkenness,  tumult,  and  confusion  ensued. 
In  the  midst  of  this  uproar,  I  went  below 
to  secure  my  own  effects  ;  and  found  the 
carpenter's  mate  hewing  down  the  purser's 
cabin  with  his  Iiatchet,  whistling  all  the  while 
with  great  composure.  When  I  asked  his 
intention  in  doingso,  he  replied  very  calmly, 
— "  I  only  want  to  taste  the  purser's  rum, 
that's  all,  master."  At  that  instant  the  pur- 
ser coining  down,  and  seeing  his  effects 
going  to  wreck,  complained  bitterly  of  the 
injustice  done  to  liim,  and  asked  the  fellow 
ivhat  occagion  he  had  for  lifiuor,  when,  in  all 


likelihood,  he  should  be  in  eternity  in  a  fsw 
minutes.  "  All's  one  for  that,"  said  the 
plunderer,  "let  us  live  while  we  can.'' 
"Miserable  wretch  that  thou  art,"  cried  the 
purser,  "  what  must  be  thy  lot  in  the  other 
world,  if  thou  diest  in  the  commission  of 
robbery  V  "  Why,  hell,  I  suppose,"  replied 
the  other,  with  great  deliberation,  while  the 
purser  fell  on  his  knees,  and  begged  of  hea- 
ven, that  we  might  not  all  perish  for  the 
sake  of  one  Jonas.  During  this  dialogue,] 
clothed  myself  in  my  best  apparel,  girded 
on  my  hanger,  stuck  my  pistols  loaded  in  rny 
belt,  disposed  of  all  my  valuable  movables 
about  my  person,  and  came  upon  deck  with 
a  resolution  of  taking  the  first  opportunity 
to  get  on  shore,  which,  when  the  day  broke, 
appeared  at  the  distance  of  three  miles 
ahead.  Crampley,  finding  his  eff'orts  to  get 
the  ship  ofi'inefl'ectual,  determined  to  consult 
his  own  safety,  by  going  into  the  boat,  which 
he  had  no  sooner  done,  than  the  ship's  com- 
pany followed  BO  fast,  that  she  would  have 
sunk  alongside,  had  not  some  one  wiser  than 
the  rest  cut  the  rope  and  put  off.  But  be- 
fore this  happened,  I  had  made  several  at- 
tempts to  get  in,  and  was  always  baulked  by 
the  captain,  who  was  so  eager  in  excluding 
me,  that  he  did  not  mind  the  endeavours  of 
any  other  body.  Enraged  at  this  inhuman 
partiality,  and  seeing  the  rope  cut,  I  pulled 
one  of  my  pistols  from  my  belt,  and  cocking 
it,  swore  I  would  shoot  any  man  who  should 
presume  to  obstruct  my  entrance.  So  say- 
ing, I  leaped  with  my  full  exertion,  and  got 
on  board  of  the  boat  with  the  loss  of  the  skin 
of  my  shins.  I  chanced  in  my  descent  to 
overturn  Crampley,  v/ho  no  sooner  got  up 
than  lie  struck  at  me  several  times  with  a 
cutlass,  and  ordered  the  men  to  throw  me 
overboard  ;  but  they  were  too  anxious  about 
their  own  safety  to  mind  what  he  said 
Though  the  boat  was  very  deeply  loaded, 
and  the  sea  terribly  high,  we  made  shift  to 
get  upon  dry  land  m  less  than  an  hour  af^ei 
we  parted  from  the  sloop.  As  soon  as  I  set 
foot  on  terra  Jtrma,  my  indignation,  which 
had  boiled  so  long  within  me,  broke  out 
against  Crampley,  whom  I  immediately 
challenged  to  single  comba%  presenting  mj 
pistols,  that  he  might  take  his  choice  ;  he 
took  one  without  hesitation,  and,  before  1 
could  cock  the  other,  fired  in  my  face,  throw, 
ing  the  pistol  after  the  shot.  I  felt  myself 
stunned,  and  imagining  the  bullet  had  en- 
tered my  brain,  discharged  mine  as  quick  as 
possible,  that  I  might  not  die  unrevenged: 
then  flvingnpon  my  antagonist,  knocked  oiil 
several  of  his  fore  teeth  with  the  butt-end  of 
the  piece,  and  would  certainly  have  mane 
an  end  of  him  with  that  instrument,  had  he 
not  disengaged  himself,  and  seized  his  cut- 
lass, which  he  had  given  to  his  servant  when 
he  received  the  pistol.  Seeing  him  armed 
in  this  manner,  I  drew  my  hanger,  and  hav. 
ing  flung  my  pistol  at  his  head,  closed  with 
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Mm  in  a  transport  of  fury,  and  thrust  my 
weapon  into  liis  mouth,  wliich  enlarircd  it  on 
one  side  to  liis  car.  Whotlier  tlio  t^mart  of 
this  wound  disconcerted  him,  or  tlio  uneven- 
ness  of  tlie  ground  made  him  reel,  I  know 
not,  but  lie  staf^gered  some  paces  back  :  I 
followed  close,  and  witli  one  stroke  cut  tlie 
tendons  of  the  back  of  his  hand,  upon  which 
his  cutlass  dropt,  and  he  remained  defence- 
less. I  know  not  with  what  cruelty  my  rage 
might  have  inspired  me,  if  I  had  not  at  that 
instant  been  felled  to  tlie  ground  by  a  blow 
on  the  back  part  of  my  head,  which  deprived 
me  of  all  sensation.  In  this  deplorable 
situation,  exposed  to  the  rage  of  an  incensed 
barbarian,  and  tlie  rapine  of  an  inhuman 
crew,  I  remained  for  some  time ;  and  whether 
any  dispute  arose  among  them  during  the 
slate  of  my  annihilation,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
determine  ;  but  in  one  particular  they  seem 
to  have  been  unanimous,  and  acted  with 
equal  dexterity  and  dispatch  ;  for  wlien  I 
recovered  the  use  of  understanding,  I  found 
myself  alone  in  a  desolate  place,  stripped  of 
my  clothes,  money,  watch,  buckles,  and  every 
thing  but  my  shoes,  stockings,  breeches, 
and  shirt.  What  a  discovery  must  this  have 
been  to  me,  who  but  an  hour  before  was 
worth  sixty  guineas  in  cash  !  I  cursed  the 
hour  of  my  birth,  the  parents  tliat  gave  me 
being,  the  sea  that  did  not  swallow  me  up, 
the  poniard  of  the  enemy,  which  could  not 
lind  the  way  to  my  heart,  the  villainy  of 
those  who  had  left  me  in  that  miserable  con- 
dition ;  and,  in  the  ecstasy  of  despair,  re- 
scr.ved  to  lie  still  where  I  was,  and  perish. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

I  iret  up,  and  crawl  into  a  barn,  where  I  am 
in  danger  of  perishing  through  the  fear 
of  the  country  people — their  inhumanitij 
— I  am  succoured  by  a  reputed  witch — 
her  story — her  advice — she  recomvicnds 
me  as  a  valet  to  a  single  lady,  whose 
character  she  explains. 

But  as  I  lay  ruminating,  my  passion  insen- 
sibly abated;  I  considered  my  situation  in 
.]uile  another  light  from  that  in  which  it 
appeared  to  me  at  first,  and  the  result  of  my 
deliberation  was  to  rise,  if  I  could,  and 
crawl  to  tlie  next  inhabited  place  for  assist- 
ance. With  some  difficulty  I  got  upon  my 
(egs,  and  having  examined  my  body,  found  I 
had  received  no  other  injury  than  two  large 
contused  wounds,  one  on  the  fore,  and 
Another  on  the  hinder  part  of  my  head :  which 
Eoemed  to  be  occasioned  by  the  same  wea- 
pon, namely,  the  butt-end  of  a  pistol.  I 
looked  towards  the  sea,  but  could  discern  no 
remains  of  the  ship  ;  so  that  I  concluded  she 
was  gone  Id  pieces,  and  that  those  who  re- 
mained in  '.er  had  perished  :  but,  aa  I  after- 
wards learned,  the  gunner,  who  had  more 


sagacity  than  Crainpley,  ohsurviiig  that  it 
was  flood  when  he  left  her,  n.nd  that  she 
would  possibly  float  at  high  water,  made  no 
noi.so  about  gelling  on  shore,  but  continued 
on  deck,  in  hopes  of  bringing  her  safe  into 
some  harbour,  after  the  cmnr.iander  should 
have  deserted  her  ;  for  which  jjiecc  of  service 
he  ex  peeled,  no  doubt,  to  be  handsomely 
rewarded.  This  scheme  he  accordingly 
exccutcii,  and  was  promised  great  things  by 
the  admiralty  for  saving  his  majesty's  ship; 
but  1  never  heard  he  reaped  the  fruits  of  Ui» 
expectation.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  directed 
mv  courc^e  towards  a  small  collage  I  per- 
ceived, and,  in  the  road,  picked  up  a  seaman's 
old  jacket,  which,  I  suppose,  the  thief  who 
dressed  himself  in  my  clothes  had  thrown 
away:  this  was  a  very  comfortable  acquisition 
to  me,  who  was  almost  stiff  with  cold;  1 
therefore  put  it  on,  and  as  my  natural  heat 
revived,  my  wounds,  which  had  left  off 
bleeding,  burst  out  afresh  ;  so  that,  finding 
myself  excessively  exhausted,  I  was  about 
to  lie  down  in  the  fields,  when  I  discovered 
a  barn  on  my  left  hand,  within  a  few  yards 
of  me  ;  thither  I  made  shift  to  stagger,  and 
finding  the  door  open,  went  in,  but  saw  no- 
body ;  however  I  threw  myself  upon  a  truss 
of  straw,  hoping  to  be  soon  relieved  by  some 
person  or  other.  I  had  not  lain  here  many 
minutes,  when  I  saw  a  countryman  coming 
in  with  a  pitch-fork  in  his  hand,  which  he 
was  upon  the  point  of  thrusting  into  the 
straw  that  concealed  me,  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  have  done  my  business,  had  i 
not  uttered  a  dreadftil  groan,  after  havinjj 
essayed  in  vain  to  speak.  This  melancholy 
note  alarmed  the  clown,  who  started  back, 
and  discovering  a  body  all  besmeared  with 
blood,  stood  trembling  with  the  pitch-fork 
extended  before  him,  his  hair  bristling  up, 
his  eyes  staring,  his  nostrils  dilated,  and  his 
mouth  wide  open.  At  another  lime  I  should 
have  been  much  diverted  by  this  figure, 
which  preserved  the  same  attitude  very  near 
ten  minutes,  during  which  time  I  made  many 
unsuccessful  efforts  to  implore  his  compassion 
and  assistance ;  but  my  tongue  failed  me, 
and  my  language  was  only  a  repetition  of 
groans;  at  length  an  old  man  arrived,  who, 
seeing  the  other  in  such  a  posture,  cried, — 
"  Mercy  upon  un  !  the  leaad's  bewitched  ; 
why,  Dick,  beest  thou  besayed  thyself!" 
Dick,  without  moving  his  eyes  from  the 
object  that  terrified  him,  replied, — "O  va- 
ther!  vather !  here  he  cither  the  devil  or  a 
dead  mon  :  I  doan't  know  which  o'en,  but  a 
groans  woundily."  The  father,  whose  eye. 
sight  was  none  of  the  best,  pulled  out  hin 
spectacles,  and  having  applied  them  to  hia 
nose,  reconnoitred  me  over  his  son's  shoul- 
der;  but  no  sooner  did  he  behold  me,  than 
he  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  shaidng,  even 
more  violent  than  Dick's,  and,  with  a  broken 
accent,  addressed  me  thug  : — "  In  the  nam« 
of  the  Vather,  Zun,  and  Holy  Ghost,  I  chargjj 
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vou,  an  you  been  Satan,  to  be  gone  to  the 
Red  Zea ;  but  an  you  be  a  moordered  man, 
speak,  that  you  may  have  christom  burial." 
As  I  was  not  in  a  condition  to  satisfy  liim 
m  this  particular,  he  repeated  his  conjuration 
to  no  purpose  :  and  they  continued  a  good 
while  in  the  agonies  of  fear.  At  length  the 
father  proposed  that  the  son  should  draw 
nearer,  and  take  a  more  distinct  view  of  tlie 
apparition ;  but  Dick  was  of  opinion  that 
his  father  should  advance  first,  as  being  an 
old  man,  past  his  labour,  and  if  he  received 
any  mischief,  the  loss  would  be  the  smaller, 
whereas  he  himself  might  escape,  and  be 
useful  in  his  generation.  This  prudential 
reason  had  no  effect  upon  the  senior,  who 
still  kept  Dick  between  me  and  him.  In  the 
meantime  I  endeavoured  to  raise  one  hand 
as  a  signal  of  distress,  but  had  only  strength 
sufficient  to  produce  a  rustling  among  the 
straw,  which  discomposed  the  young  peasant 
so  much,  that  he  sprung  out  at  the  door,  and 
overthrew  his  father  in  his  flight.  The  old 
gentleman  would  not  spend  time  in  getting 
up,  but  crawled  backwards  like  a  crab,  with 
great  speed,  till  he  had  got  over  tlie  threshold, 
mumbling  e.xorcisms  all  the  way.  I  was 
exceedingly  mortified  to  find  myself  in  dan- 
ger of  perishing  through  the  ignorance  and 
cowardice  of  these  clowns ;  and  felt  my 
spirits  decay  apace,  when  an  old  woman 
entered  the  barn,  followed  by  the  two  fugi- 
tives, and,  with  great  intrepidity,  advanced 
to  the  place  where  I  lay,  saying, — "  if  it  be 
the  devil,  I  fear  en  not,  and  for  a  dead  mon, 
a  can  do  us  Uv^  harm."  When  she  saw  my 
condition,  she  cried, — "  Here  be  no  devil, 
but  in  youren  fool's  head.  Here  be  a  poor 
miserable  wretch,  bleeding  to  death,  and  if 
a  dies,  we  must  be  at  the  charge  of  burying 
him ;  therefore,  Dick,  go  vetch  the  old 
wheel-barrow  and  put  en  in,  and  carry  en  to 
goodman  Hodge's  back  door:  he  is  more 
able  than  we  to  lay  out  money  upon  poor 
vagrants."  Her  advice  was  taken,  and  im- 
mediately put  in  execution  ;  I  was  rolled  to 
ihe  other  farmer's  door,  where  I  was  tumbled 
out  like  a  heap  of  dung:  and  would  certainly 
have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  hogs,  if  my  groans 
had  not  disturbed  the  family,  and  brought 
some  of  them  out  to  view  my  situation.  But 
Hodge  resembled  the  Jew  more  than  the 
good  Samaritan,  and  ordered  me  to  be  carried 
to  the  house  of  the  parson,  whose  business 
it  was  to  practiifi  as  well  as  to  preach  cha- 
rity ;  observing  tiat  it  was  sufficient  for  him 
to  pay  his  quota  towards  tlie  maintenance  of 
the  poor  belonging  to  his  own  parish.  When 
1  was  set  down  at  the  vicar's  gate,  he  fell 
into  a  mighty  passion,  and  threatened  to 
excommunicate  him  who  sent,  as  well  as 
those  who  brought  joe,  unless  they  would 
move  me  immediattly  to  another  place. 
About  this  time  I  fainted  with  the  fatigue  I 
iiad  undergone,  and  alerwards  understood 
Ihat  I  was  bandied  from  door  to  door  throu-'h 


a  whole  village,  nobody  having  humanity 
enough  to  administer  the  least  relief  to  me, 
until  an  old  woman,  who  was  suspected  of 
witchcrafl  by  the  neighbourhood,  hearing  of 
my  distress,  received  me  into  her  house,  and 
having  dressed  my  wounds,  brought  me  to 
myself  with  cordials  of  her  own  preparing. 
I  was  treated  with  great  care  and  tenderness 
by  this  grave  matron,  who,  after  I  had 
recovered  some  strength,  desired  to  know 
the  particulars  of  my  last  disaster.  This 
piece  of  satisfaction  I  could  not  refuse  to 
one  who  had  saved  my  life  ;  I  therefore 
related  all  my  adventures  without  exagge- 
ration or  reserve.  She  seemed  surprised  at 
the  vicissitudes  I  had  undergcne,  and  drew 
a  happy  presage  of  my  future  lite  from  my 
past  sufferings ;  then  launched  out  into  the 
praise  of  adversity  with  so  much  ardour  and 
good  sense,  that  I  concluded  she  was  a  per- 
son who  had  seen  better  days,  and  conceived 
a  longing  desire  to  hear  licr  story.  She 
perceived  my  drift  by  some  words  I  dropped, 
and  smiling,  told  me,  there  was  nothing 
either  entertaining  or  extraordinary  in  the 
course  of  her  fortune ;  but,  however,  she 
would  communicate  it  to  me  in  consideration 
of  the  confidence  I  had  reposed  in  her. — ♦«  It 
is  of  little  consequence,"  said  she,  "  to  tell 
the  names  of  my  parents,  who  are  dead 
many  years  ago  ;  let  it  suffice  to  assure  you, 
they  were  wealthy,  and  had  no  other  child 
than  me  ;  so  that  I  v/as  looked  upon  as 
heiress  to  a  considerable  estate,  and  teazed 
with  addresses  on  that  account.  Among 
the  number  of  my  admirers,  there  was  a 
young  gentleman  of  no  fortune,  whose  sole 
dependence  was  on  his  promotion  in  the 
army,  in  which,  at  that  time,  he  bore  a 
lieutenant's  commission.  I  conceived  an 
affection  for  this  amiable  officer,  which,  in  a 
short  time,  increased  to  a  violent  passion ; 
and,  without  entering  into  minute  circum- 
stances, married  him  privately.  We  had 
not  enjoyed  one  another  long  in  stolen  in- 
terviews, when  he  was  ordered  with  his 
regiment  to  Flanders ;  but,  before  ne  set  out, 
it  was  agreed  between  us,  that  he  should 
declare  our  marriage  to  my  father  by  letter, 
and  implore  his  pardon  for  the  step  we  had 
taken  without  his  approbation.  'I'his  dis. 
covery  was  made  while  I  was  abroad  visiting, 
and  just  as  I  was  about  to  return  home,  I 
received  a  letter  from  my  father,  importing, 
that  since  I  had  acted  so  undutifuUy  and 
meanly,  as  to  marry  a  beggar,  without  hjs 
privity  or  consent,  to  the  disgrace  of  hid 
family,  as  well  as  the  di.=appomtmcnt  of  ku 
hopes,  he  renounced  me  t3  the  miserable 
fate  I  had  entailed  upon  ray?elf,  and  charged 
me  never  to  set  foot  within  his  doors  again. 
This  rigid  sentence  was  confirmed  by  my 
mother,  who,  in  a  postscript,  gave  me  lo 
understand,  that  her  sentiments  were  exactly 
conformable  to  those  of  my  father,  and  that 
I  might  save  myself  the  trouble  of  making 
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.zny  applications,  for  licr  rcsohitioriH  were 
uiialt^able.  Tluindcrstruck  with  my  evil 
fortune,  I  called  a  coach,  and  drove  to  my 
husband's  Ldj^ings,  where  I  found  him 
waiting  the  event  of  his  letter.  Tliough  he 
could  easily  divine  by  my  looks  the  issue  of 
Ilia  declaration,  he  read  with  great  steadiness 
the  epistle  I  had  received  ;  and,  with  a  smile 
full  of  tenderness,  which  I  shall  never  forget, 
embraced  me,  saying,  "  /  believe  the  good 
lady  your  mother  miirlu  have  spared  herself 
the  trouble  of  the  last  part  of  her  postscript. 
Well,  my  dear  Betty,  you  must  lay  aside  all 
thouirhts  of  a  coach,  till  I  can  procure  the 
command  of  a  regiment."  This  uncon- 
cerned behaviour,  while  it  enabled  me  to 
Hupport  my  reverse  of  fortune,  at  the  same 
time  endeared  him  to  me  the  more,  by  con- 
vincing me  of  his  disinterested  views  in 
espousing  me.  I  was  next  day  boarded  in 
company  with  the  wife  of  another  officer, 
wiio  had  long  been  the  friend  and  confidant 
of  my  husband,  at  a  village  not  far  from 
London,  where  they  parted  with  us  in  the 
most  melting  manner,  went  to  Flanders,  and 
were  killed  in  sight  of  one  another  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wood.  Why  should  I  tire  you 
with  a  description  of  our  unutterable  sorrow 
at  the  fatal  news  of  this  event,  the  remem- 
brance of  which  now  fills  my  aged  eyes 
with  tears  !  When  our  grief  subsided  a 
little,  and  reflection  came  to  our  aid,  we 
found  ourselves  deserted  by  the  whole  world, 
and  in  danger  of  perishing  by  want ;  where- 
upon we  made  application  for  the  pension, 
and  were  put  upon  the  list.  Then  vowing 
eternal  friendship,  we  sold  our  jewels  and 
superfluous  clothes,  retired  to  this  place 
(which  is  in  the  county  of  Sussex),  bought 
tliis  Httle  house,  where  we  lived  many  years 
in  a  solitary  manner,  indulging  our  mutual 
sorrow,  till  it  pleased  Heaven  to  call  away 
my  companion  two  years  ago,  since  which 
time  I  have  lingered  out  an  unhappy  being,  in 
hopes  of  a  speedy  dissolution,  when  I  promise 
myself  the  eternal  reward  of  all  my  cares. 
In  the  mean  time,"  continued  she,  "  I  must 
inform  you  of  the  character  I  bear  among 
mv  neighbours ;  my  conversation  being  dif- 
ferent, from  that  of  tiie  inhabitants  of  the 
village,  my  recluse  way  of  life,  my  skill  in 
curing  distempers,  which  I  acquired  from 
books  since  I  settled  here,  and,  lastly,  my  age, 
have  made  the  common  people  look  upon  me 
as  something  preternatural,  and  I  am  actu- 
ally at  this  hour  believed  to  be  a  witch.  The 
parson  of  the  parish,  whose  acquaintance  I  ] 
have  not  been  at  much  pains  to  cultivate,  i 
taking  umbrage  at  my  supposed  disrespect, 
has  contributed  not  a  iittle  towards  the  con- 
firmation of  this  opinion,  by  dropping  certain 
hints  to  my  prejudice  among  the  vulgar,  who 
are  also  \ery  much  scandalized  at  my  enter- 
taining this  poor  tabby  cat  with  the  collar 
about  her  neck,  which  was  a  favourite  of  my 
deceased  comnanion." 


The  whole  behaviour  of  this  venerable 
person  was  so  primitive,  innocent,  scneiblc 
and  humane,  that  I  contracted  a  filial  respect 
for  her,  and  begged  her  advice  witii  regard 
to  my  future  conduct  as  soon  as  I  was  in  a 
condition  to  act  for  myself.  Sht>  dissuadec 
me  from  a  design  I  had  formed  of  travelling 
to  London,  in  hopes  of  retrieving  my  clothes 
and  pay,  by  returning  to  my  ship,  which,  by 
tliis  time,  I  read  in  the  newspaper,  was 
safely  arrived  in  the  river  Tl'aincs ;  "  be- 
cause," said  she,  "  you  run  the  hazard  of 
being  treated,  not  only  as  a  deserter  in  quit- 
ting the  sloop,  but  also  as  a  mutineer  in 
assaulting  your  commanding  oflicer,  to  the 
malice  of  whose  revenge  you  will  moreover 
be  exposed."  She  then  promised  to  recom- 
mend me  as  a  servant  to  a  single  lady  of  her 
acquaintance,  who  lived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  with  her  nephew,  who  was  a  young 
fox-hunter  of  great  fortune,  where  I  migh^. 
be  very  happy,  provided  I  could  bear  the 
disposition  and  manners  of  my  mistres.s, 
which  were  somewhat  whimsical  and  parti- 
cular. But,  above  all  tilings,  she  counselled 
mo  to  conceal  my  story,  the  knowledge  of 
wliich  would  effectually  poison  mv  enter- 
tainment ;  for  it  was  a  maxim  among  most 
people  of  condition,  tliat  no  gentleman  in 
distress  ought  to  be  admitted  into  a  family 
as  a  domestic,  least  he  become  proud,  lazy 
and  insolent.  I  was  fain  to  embrace  this 
humble  proposal,  because  my  afl'aira  were 
desperate,  and  in  a  few  days  was  hired  by 
this  lady  to  serve  in  quality  of  her  footman, 
having  been  represented  by  my  hostess  a.s 
a  young  man  who  was  bred  up  to  the  sea  by 
his  relations  against  his  will,  and  had  suffer- 
ed shipwreck,  which  had  increased  his  disgust 
to  that  way  of  life  so  much,  that  he  rather 
chose  to  go  to  service  on  shore,  than  enter 
himself  on  board  of  any  other  ship.  Before 
I  took  possession  of  my  new  place,  she  gave 
me  a  sketch  of  my  mistress's  character,  that 
I  might  know  better  how  to  regulate  my 
conduct.  "  Your  lady,"  said  she,  "  is  a 
maiden  of  forty  years,  not  so  remarkable  for 
her  beauty  as  iier  learning  and  taste,  which 
are  famous  all  over  the  country.  Indeed  she 
is  a  perfect  female  virtuoso ;  and  so  eager 
aflor  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  that  she  neg- 
lects her  person  even  to  a  degree  of  slut- 
tishncs?.  This  negligence,  together  with 
her  contempt  of  the  male  part  of  the  crea- 
tion, gives  her  nephew  no  great  concern,  as 
by  these  means  he  will  probably  keep  her 
fortune,  which  is  considerable,  in  the  farnily. 
He  therefore  permits  her  to  live  in  her  own 
way,  which  is  something  extraordinary,  and 
gratifies  her  in  all  her  whimsical  desires. 
Her  apartment  is  at  some  distance  from 
the  other  inhabited  parts  of  tiie  house,  and 
consists  of  a  dining-room,  bed-room,  and 
study.  She  keeps  a  cook-maid,  waiting-v^o. 
man,  and  footman  of  her  own;  and  seldom 
eats  or  converses  with  any  of  the  faniilv  bn' 


112 


SAiOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


her  niece,  who  is  a  very  lovely  creature,  and 
hnciours  her  aunt  often  to  the  prejudice  of 
her  own  health,  by  sitting  up  witli  her  whole 
nights  together  ;  foryour  mistress  is  too  much 
of  a  philosopher  to  be  swayed  by  the  cus- 
toms of  the  world,  and  never  sleeps  or  eats 
like  other  people.  Among  otlier  odd  no- 
tions, she  professes  the  principles  of  Rosi- 
crucius  ;  and  believes  the  eartli,  air,  and  sea, 
are  inhabited  by  invisible  beings,  with  whom 
it  is  possible  for  the  human  species  to  enter- 
tain correspondence  and  intimacy,  on  the 
easy  condition  of  living  chaste.  As  she 
iiopes  one  day  to  be  admitted  into  an  ac- 
ruaintance  of  this  kind,  she  no  sooner  heard 
of  me  and  my  cat,  than  she  paid  me  a  visit, 
with  a  view,  as  she  has  since  owned,  to  be 
introduced  to  my  familiar,  and  was  greatly 
mortified  to  find  herself  disappointed  in  her 
expectation.  Being,  by  this  visionary  turn 
of  mind,  abstracted,  as  it  were,  from  the 
world,  she  cannot  advert  to  tlie  common 
occurrences  of  life,  and  therefore  is  frequently 
so  absent  as  to  commit  very  strange  mis- 
takes and  extravagancies,  which  you  will  do 
well  to  rectify  and  repair  as  your  prudence 
shall  suofirest." 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

!\lij  reception  hy  that  lady — /  become  ena- 
moured of  Narcissa — recount  the  particu- 
lars of  my  last  misfortune — acquire  the 
(rood  opinion  of  my  mistress— an  account 
(f  the  young  squire — /  am,  made  ac- 
quainted with  more  particulars  of  Narcis- 
sm's  situation — conceive  a  mortal  hatred 
accainst  Sir  Timothy — exuinine  my  lady's 
library  and  performances — her  extrava- 
gant behaviour. 

i-  <\uc:ht  with  these  useful  instructions,  I 
repaired  to  the  place  of  her  habitation,  and 
■"is  introduced  by  the  waiting-woman  to  the 
presence  of  my  lady,  who  had  not  before 
Been  me.  She  sat  in  her  study,  with  one 
foot  on  the  ground,  and  the  other  upon  a 
high  stool  at  some  distance  from  her  seat : 
iier  sandy  locks  hung  down  in  a  disorder  I 
cannot  call  beautiful,  from  her  head,  which 
was  deprived  rf  its  coif,  for  the  benefit  of 
scratching  with  one  hand,  while  she  held  the 
stump  of  a  pen  in  the  other.  Her  forehead 
was  high  and  wrinkled  ;  her  eyes  were  large, 
grey,  and  prominent ;  her  nose  was  long, 
hliarp,  and  aquiline  ;  her  mouth  of  vast  capa- 
city ;  her  visage  meagre  and  freckled,  and 
^er  chrn  peaked  like  a  shoemaker's  paring- 
knife;  her  upper-lip  contained  a  large  quan- 
tity of  plain  Spanish,  wliicli,  by  continual 
falling,  had  embroidered  her  neck,  that  was 
not  naturally  very  white;  and  the  breast  of 
her  gown,  that  flowed  loose  about  her  with 
n  negligence  truly  poetic,  discovering  linen 
!iat  was  very   fine,  and   to  all  appearance 


never  washed  but  in  Castalian  streams 
Around  her  lay  heaps  of  hooks,  globes,  quad' 
rants,  telescopes,  and  other  learned  appa- 
ratus :  her  snuff-box  stood  at  her  right  hand  : 
at  her  left  hand  lay  her  handkerchief,  sufli- 
ciently  used ;  and  a  convenience  to  spit  in 
appeared  on  one  side  of  her  chair.  She 
being  in  a  reverie  when  we  entered,  the  maid 
did  not  think  proper  to  disturb  her  ;  so  that 
we  waited  some  minutes  unobserved,  during 
which  time  she  bit  the  quill  several  times', 
altered  her  position,  made  many  wry  faces, 
and  at  length,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  re- 
peated aloud, 

"Nop  <lart;  tli'  immortal  gods  my  rage  oppose." 

Having  committed  her  success  to  paper, 
she  turned  towards  the  door,  and,  perceiving 
us,  cried, — "  What's  the  matter  V  "  Here's 
the  young  man,"  replied  my  conductress, 
"  whom  Mrs  Sagely  recommended  as  a  foot- 
man to  your  ladyship."  On  this  information 
she  stared  in  my  face  a  considerable  time, 
and  then  asked  my  name,  which  I  thought 
proper  to  conceal  under  that  of  John  Brown. 
After  having  surveyed  me  with  a  curious  eye, 
she  broke  out  into — "  O  !  ay,  thou  wast  ship- 
wrecked, I  remember.  Whether  didst  thou 
come  on  shore  on  the  back  of  a  whale  or  a 
dolphin  "?"  To  this  I  answered,  I  had  swam 
ashore  without  any  assistance.  Then  sh') 
demanded  to  know  if  I  had  ever  been  at  the 
Hellespont,  and  swam  from  Cestos  to  Abydos. 
I  replied  in  the  negative;  upon  which  she 
bade  the  maid  order  a  suit  of  new  livery  for 
me,  and  instruct  mo  in  the  articles  of  mv 
duty  :  so  saying,  she  spit  in  her  snuff-box 
and  wiped  her  nose  with  her  cap,  which  lay 
on  the  table,  instead  of  a  handkerchief 
We  returned  to  the  kitchen,  where  I  was  re- 
galed by  the  maids,  who  seemed  to  vie  with 
each  other  in  expressing  their  regard  for  me  ; 
and  from  them  I  understood  that  my  business 
consisted  in  cleaning  knives  and  forks,  lay- 
ing the  cloth,  waiting  at  table,  carrying 
messages,  and  attending  my  lady  when  she 
went  abroad.  There  was  a  very  good  suit 
of  livery  in  the  house,  which  had  belonged  Ic 
my  predecessor,  deceased,  and  it  fitted  me 
exactly ;  so  that  there  was  no  occasion  for 
employing  a  tailor  on  my  account.  I  had 
not  long  been  equipped  in  this  manner  when 
my  lady's  bell  rung ;  upon  which  I  ran  up 
stairs,  and  found  her  stalking  about  the  room 
in  her  shift  and  under  petticoat  only.  I 
would  have  immediately  retired  as  became 
me,  but  she  bade  me  come  in,  and  air  a  clean 
shift  for  her ;  which  operation  I  having  per- 
formed with  some  backwardness,  she  put  it 
on  before  me  without  anv  ceremony,  and  1 
verily  believe  was  ignorant  of  my  sex  all  that 
time,  as  being  quite  absorbed  in  contempla- 
tion. About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I 
was  ordered  to  lay  the  cloth,  and  place  two 
covers,  which  I  understood  were  for  my 
mistress  and  her  niece,  whom  I  had  not  aa 
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yet  seoK.     Tlioujfh  I  was  not  very  doxtorous 
at  this  work,  I  perforniod  it  jjretty  well  for  a 
bcfji'iner ;  and,  wlien  dinner  was  upon  tlie 
table,  saw  my  mistress  approacli,  accompa- 
nied by  the  yomifr  lady,  wliose  name  for  tiie 
present  shall  be  Narcissa.     So  much  sweet- 
ness appeared  in  the  countenance  and  car- 
nage  of  this  amiable   apparition,   that   my 
heart  wao  captivated  at  first  sight,  and,  while 
dinner  lasted,  I  gazed  upon  her  without  in- 
termission.   Her  age  seemed  to  be  seventeen, 
her  stature  tall,  her  shape  unexceptionable  ; 
/ier  hair,  that  fell  down  upon  her  ivory  neck 
in  ringlets,  black   as  jet;   her  arched  eye- 
brows of  the  same  colour ;  her  eyes  piercing, 
yet  tender;  her  lips  of  the  consistence  and 
liue  of  cherries  ;  her  complexion  clear,  deli- 
cate, and  healthy ;  her  aspect  noble,  ingenu- 
ous, and  humane ;  and  the  whole  person  so 
ravishingly  delightful,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  any  creature  endued  with  sensibility  to 
see  without  admiring,  and  admire  without 
loving  lier  to  excess.     I  began  to  curse  the 
servile  station  that  placed  me  so  far  beneath 
the  regard  of  this  idol  of  my  adoration;  and 
yet  I  blessed  my  fate,  that  enabled  me  to  en- 
ioy  daily  the  sight  of  so  much  perfection. 
When  she  spoke  I  listened  with  pleasure  ; 
but  when  she  spoke   to   me,  my  soul  was 
thrilled  with  an  ecstasy  of  tumultuous  joy. 
I  was  even  so  happy  as  to  be  the  subject  of 
their  conversation  ;  for  Narcissa  having  ob- 
served me,  said  to  her  aunt, — "  I  see  your  new 
footman  is  come."     Then  addressing  herself 
to  me,  asked,  with  ineffable  complacency,  if 
I  was  the  person  who  had  been  so  cruelly 
i>sed  by  robbers  ?     When  I  satisfied  her  in 
'his,  she  expressed  a  desire  of  knowing  the 
other  particulars  of  my  fortune,  both  before 
and  since  my  being  shipwrecked.     Hereupon 
(as  Mrs  Sagely  had  counselled  mo)  I  told 
lier  that  I  had  been  bound  apprentice  to  the 
master  of  a  ship,  contrary  to  my  inclination, 
which  ship  had  foundered  at  sea ;  that  I  and 
four  more,  who  chanced  to  be  on  deck  when 
she  went  down,  made  shift  to  swim  to  the 
Bhore ;  wiien  my  companions,  after  having 
overpowered  me,  stri])t  me  to  the  shirt,  and 
left  me,  as  they  imagined,  dead  of  tlie  wounds 
I  received  in  my  own  defence.     Then  I  re- 
lated the  circumstances  of  my  being  found  in 
a  barn,  with  the  inhuman  treatment  I  met 
with  from  the  country  people  and  parson; 
the  description  of  which,  I  perceived,  drew 
tears  from   the    charming   creature's   eyes. 
Whon  I  had  finished  my  recital,  my  mistress 
paid, — "  Ma  foy !  le  garcon  est  bien  fait .'" 
To  which  opinion  Narcissa  assented  with  a 
compliment  to  my  understanding  in  the  same 
language,  that  flattered  my  vanity  extremely. 
The  conversation,  among  other  subjects, 
turned  upon  the  young  squire,  whom  my  lady 
inquired  after  under  the  title  of  the  Savage  ; 
ind  was  informed  by  her  niece  that  he  was 
•itiil   in  bed,   repairing   the   fatigue  of  last 
night's  dcbaucli,  anf'  recruiting  strength  and 
4  H*  55* 


spirits  to  undergo  a  fox-chase  to-morrow 
morning,  in  company  with  Sir  Timothy 
Thicket,  Scpiire  Bumper,  and  a  great  many 
otiior  gentlemen  of  the  same  stamp,  wlioin 
he  had  invited  on  that  occasion  ;  so  that  b" 
day-break  the  whole  house  would  be  )i?  *'n 
uproar.  This  was  a  very  disagreeable  piece 
of  news  to  the  virtuoso,  who  protested  she 
would  stuff  her  ears  witli  cotton  when  she 
went  to  bed,  and  take  a  doze  of  opium  to 
make  her  sleep  tlic  more  sound,  that  she 
might  not  bo  disturbed  and  distracted  by  the 
clamour  of  the  brutes. 

When  their  dinner  was  over,  I  and  my 
fellow-servants   sat   down    to   ours    in    the 
kitchen,  where  I  understood  that  Sir  Timothy 
Thicket  was  a  wealthy  knight  in  tlie  neigh- 
bourhood,  between   whom   and    Narcissa  a 
match  had  been  projected  by  her  brother,  who 
promised  at  the  same  time  to  espouse  Sir 
Timothy's  sister ;  by  which  means,  as  their 
fortunes  were  jiretty  equal,  the  young  ladies 
would  be  provided   for,   and  their  brothers 
be  never  the  poorer;  but  that  the  ladies  did 
not  concur  in  the  scheme,  each  of  them  en- 
tertaining a  hearty  contempt  for  the  person 
allotted  to  her  for  a  husband  by  this  agree- 
ment.     This    information    begat    in   me   a 
mortal    aversion   to   Sir  Timothy,   whom  J 
looked  upon  as  my  rival,  and  cursed  in  my 
heart  for  his  presumption.     Next  morning 
by  day-break,  being  awakened  by  the  noite 
of  the  hunters  and  hounds,  I  arose  to  view 
the  cavalcade,  and  had  a  sight  of  my  com- 
petitor, whose  accomplishments  (the  estate 
excluded)  did  not  seem  brilliant  enough  tc 
give  me  much  uneasiness  with  respect  to 
Narcissa,  who,  I  flattered  myself,  was  not 
to  be  won  by  such  qualifications  as  he  was 
master  of,  either  as  to  person  or  mind.     My 
mistress,    notwithstanding    her   precaution, 
was  so  much  disturbed  by  her  nephew's  com- 
pany, that  she  did  not  rise  till  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  ;  so  that  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  lier  study  at  leisure,  to  vvhicJi 
examination  I  was  strongly  prompted  by  my 
curiosity.     Here  I  found  a  thousand  scraps 
of  her  own  poetry,  consisting  of  three,  four, 
ten,  twelve,  and  twenty  lines,  on  an  infinity 
of  subjects,  which,  as  whim  inspired,  she  hail 
begun,  without  constancy  or  capacity  to  bring 
to  any  degree  of  composition  ;  but,  what  was 
very  extraordinary  in  a  female  poet,  there 
was  not  the  least  mention  made  of  love  in 
any  of  her  performances.     I  counted  frag- 
ments of  five  tragedies,  the  titles  of  which 
were — "  the  Stern  Philosopher — the  Double 
Murder — the  Sacrilegious  Traitor — the  Fall 
of  Lucifer — and  the  Last  Day."  From  whence 
I  gathered  that  her  disposition  was  gloomy, 
and  her  imagination  delighted  with  objects  of 
horror.     Her  library  was  composed  of  the 
best  English  historians,  poets,  and  philoso- 
phers ;  of  all  the  French  critics  and  poets  ,• 
and  of  a  few  books  in  Italian,  chiefly  poetry, 
at  the  head  of  whicli  were  Tasso  and  Ari- 
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osto,  pretty  much  used.  Besides  tliese,  trans- 
.ations  of  the  classics  into  French,  but  not 
one  book  in  Greek  or  Latin  ;  a  circumstance 
'hat  discovered  her  ignorance  in  these  lan- 
r,niages.  After  having  taken  a  full  view  of 
'.his  collection,  I  retired,  and,  at  the  usual 
lime,  was  preparing  to  lay  the  cloth,  when  I 
was  told  by  the  maid  that  her  mistress  was 
still  in  bed,  and  had  been  so  affected  with  the 
notes  of  the  hounds  in  the  morning,  that  she 
actually  believed  herself  a  hare  beset  by  the 
hunters,  and  begged  a  few  greens  to  munch 
for  breakfast.  When  I  e.xpressed  my  sur- 
prise at  this  unaccountable  imagination,  she 
gave  me  to  understand  tiiat  her  lady  was  very 
much  subject  to  whims  of  this  nature,  some- 
times fancying  herself  an  animal,  sometimes 
a  piece  of  furniture  ;  during  which  conceited 
transformations,  it  was  very  dangerous  to 
come  near  her,  especially  when  she  repre- 
sented a  beast ;  for  that  lately,  in  the  ciiarac- 
ter  of  a  cat,  she  had  flown  at  her,  and 
scratched  her  face  in  a  terrible  manner  :  that, 
Bome  months  ago,  she  propliesied  tlie  general 
■■conflagration  was  at  hand,  and  nothing  wotdd 
*)e  able  to  quench  it  but  her  water,  which 
■therefore  she  kept  so  long  that  her  life  was  in 
danger;  and  she  must  needs  have  died  of  the 
retention,  had  they  not  found  an  expedient 
to  make  her  evacuate,  by  kindling  a  bonfire 
under  her  chamber  window,  and  persuading 
her  that  the  house  was  in  flames ;  upon 
which,  with  great  deliberation,  she  bade  them 
bring  all  the  tubs  and  vessels  they  could  find, 
to  be  filled,  for  the  preservation  of  the  house, 
into  one  of  which  she  immediately  discharged 
the  cause  of  her  distemper.  I  was  also  in- 
formed, that  nothing  contributed  so  much  to 
the  recovery  of  her  reason  as  music,  which 
was  always  administered  on  those  occasions 
by  Narcissa,  who  played  perfectly  well  on 
the  harpsichord,  and  to  whom  she  (the  maid) 
was  just  then  going  to  intimate  lier  aunt's 
•disorder.  She  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  1 
was  summoned  by  the  bell  to  my  lady's  cham- 
ber, where  I  found  her  sitting  squat  on  her 
hams  on  the  floor,  in  the  manner  of  puss 
when  she  listens  to  the  outcries  of  her  pur- 
suers. When  1  appeared,  she  started  up 
with  an  alarmed  look,  and  sprung  to  the 
other  side  of  the  room  to  avoid  me,  whom, 
without  doubt,  she  mistook  for  a  beagle 
thirsting  after  her  life.  Perceiving  her  e.x- 
treme  confusion,  I  retired,  and  on  the  stair- 
case  met  the  adorable  Narcissa  coming  up 
to  whom  I  imparted  the  situation  of  my  mis- 
tress. She  said  not  a  word,  but,  smiling  with 
unspeakable  grace,  went  into  her  aunt's 
apartment,  and  in  a  little  time  my  ears  were 
ravished  with  the  effects  of  her  skill.  Slie 
Rccopipanied  the  instrument  with  a  voice  so 
■sweet  and  melodious,  that  I  did  not  wonder 
«ll  the  surprising  ciiange  it  produced  on  the 
spirits  of  my  mistress,  which  were  soon 
(omposed  to  peace  and  sober  reflection. 
About  seven    i'clock  the  hunters  arrived, 


with  the  skins  of  two  f  )xes  and  one  badger 
carried  before  them  as  trophies  of  their  suc- 
cess :  and,  when  they  were  about  to  sit  down 
to  dinner  (or  supper),  Sir  Timothy  Thicket 
desired  that  Narcissa  would  honour  the  table 
with  her  presence  ;  but  this  request,  notwith- 
Btamiing  her  brother's  threats  and  intrealies, 
she  refused,  on  pretence  of  attending  her 
aunt,  who  was  indisposed  ,  so  I  enjoyed  tho 
satisfaction  of  seeing  my  rival  mortified.  But 
this  disappointment  made  no  great  impression 
on  him,  who  consoled  himself  with  the  bottle, 
of  which  the  whole  company  became  so 
enamoured,  tiiat,  after  a  most  horrid  uproar 
of  laughing,  singing,  swearing,  dancing,  and 
fighting,  they  were  all  carried  to  bed  in  a 
state  of  utter  oblivion.  My  duty  being  alto- 
gether detached  from  the  squire  and  his 
family,  I  led  a  pretty  easy  and  comfortable 
life,  drinking  daily  into.xicating  draughts  of 
love  from  the  charms  of  Narcissa,  which 
brightened  on  my  contemplation  every  day 
more  and  more.  Inglorious  as  my  present 
station  was,  I  became  blind  to  my  own  un 
wortliiness,  and  even  conceived  hopes  of  one 
day  enjoying  this  amiable  creature,  whoso 
aiTability  greatly  encouraged  these  presump 
tuous  thoughts. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

Mij  mistress  is  surprised  at  my  learning — 
communicates  her  perfvrrnances  to  me — 
/  impart  some  of  mine  to  her — a7n  morti- 
ced at  her  faint  praise — Narcissa  ap- 
proves of  my  conduct — /  gain  an  invol- 
untary conquest  over  the  cook-wench  and 
dairy-maid — their  mutual  resentment  and 
insinuations — the  jealousy  of  their  lovers. 

During  this  season  of  love  and  tranquillity, 
my  muse,  which  had  lain  dormant  so  long, 
awoke,  and  produced  several  small  perform- 
ances on  the  subject  of  my  flame :  but,  as 
it  concerned  me  nearly  to  remain  undisco- 
vered in  my  real  character  and  sentiments,  I 
was  under  a  necessity  of  mortifying  my  de- 
sire of  praise,  by  confining  my  works  to  my 
own  perusal  and  applause.  In  the  mean  time 
I  strove  to  insinuate  myself  into  the  good 
opinion  of  both  ladies,  and  succeeded  so  well, 
by  my  diligence,  and  dutiful  behaviour,  that 
in  a  little  time  I  was  at  least  a  favourite  ser- 
vant ;  and  frequently  enjoyed  t\\f;  pleasure  of 
liearing  myself  mentioned  in  French  and 
Italian,  witii  some  degree  of  warmth  and  sur- 
prise,  by  the  dear  ooject  of  all  my  wishes,  as 
a  person  who  liad  so  much  of  the  geritlcmaa 
in  my  appearance  and  discourse,  that  she 
could  not  for  her  soul  treat  me  like  a  com- 
mon  lackey.  My  prudence  and  modesty 
were  not  long  proof  against  these  bewitching 
compliments.  One  day,  while  I  waited  at 
dinner,  ihe  conversation  turned  upon  a  knotty 
passage    of  Tnsso's    riierusalem,    which   i1 
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reeins  liad  piiz.zlod  tlicin  both.     Aflor  a  great 
maJiy   imsatislUctory   conjeclurci;,    my  mis- 
tress, taking  the  book   out  of  licr  jiockct, 
turned  to  tlie  place  in  question,  and  read  the 
sentence  over  and  over  without  success  ;  at 
length,    despairing  of  finding  the  author's 
meaning,  she  turned  to  me,  saying, — "  Come 
iiither,  Bruno,  let  us  see  wliat  fortune  will  do 
for  us  ;   I  will  interpret  to  thee  what  goes 
before  and  wJiat  follows  this  obscure  para- 
graph, the  particular  words  of  which  I  will 
also  explain,  that  thou  mayest,  by  comparing 
one  with  another,  guoss  the  sense   of  that 
v.'iiich  perplexes  us."     I  was  too  vain  to  let 
elip  this  opportunity  of  displaying  my  talent?, 
therefore,  without  hesitation,  read  and  ex- 
plained the  whole  of  that  which  had  discon- 
certed them,  to  the  utter  astonishment  of  both. 
Narcissa's  face  and  lovely  neck  were  over- 
spread with  blushes,   from  which  I  drew  a 
favourable  omen,  while  her  aunt,  after  having 
stared  at  me  a  good  while  with  a  look  of 
amazement,  exclaimed, — "  In  the  name  of 
heaven,  who  art   thou!"     I  told  her  I  had 
picked  up  a  smattering  of  Italian  during  a 
voyage  up  the  Straits.     At  this  explanation 
she  sliook  her  head,  and  observed,  that  no 
smatterer  could  read  as  I  had  done.    She  then 
desired  to  know  if  I  understood  Frencli :  to 
which  question  I  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
She  asked  if  I  was  acquainted  with  the  Latin 
and  Greek  :  I  replied, — '♦  A  little."  "  Oho  !" 
continued  she,   "  and  with   philosophy  and 
mathematics,  I  suppose]"     I  owned  I  knew 
something  of  each.     Then  she  repeated  her 
«tare  and  interrogation.     I  began  to  repent 
of  my  vanity,  and,  in  order  to  repair  the 
fault  I  had  committed,  said,  it  was  not  to  bo 
wondered  at  if  I  had  a  tolerable  education, 
for  learning  was  so  cheap  in  my  country, 
that  every  peasant  was  a  scholar;  but  I  hoped 
her  ladyship  would  think  my  understanding 
no    exception   to   my   character.     She   was 
pleased  to  answer, — "  No,  no,  God  forbid." 
But  during  the  rest  of  the  time  they  sat  at 
table  they  behaved  with  remarkable  reserve. 
This  alteration  gave  me  great  uneasiness  ; 
and  I  passed  the  night  without  sleep,  in  mel- 
ancholy reflections  on  the  vanity  of  young 
men,    which   prompts  tlieni  to  commit   so 
many  foolish  actions,  contrary  to  their  own 
sober  judgment.     Next  day,  however,  instead 
of   profiting  by   this   self-condemnation,    I 
yielded  still  more  to  the  dictates  of  the  prin- 
ciple I  had  endeavoured  to  chastise  ;  and  if 
fortune  had  not  befriended   me  more   than 
prudence  could  expect,  I  should  have  boen 
treated  with  the  contempt  it  deserved.    After 
breakfast,  my  lady,  who  was  a  true  author, 
Dade  me  loUow  her  into  the  study,  where  she 
e.xpressed  herself  thus  : — "Since  you  are  so 
learned,  you  cannot  be  void  of  taste  ;  there- 
fore I  am  to  desire  your  opinion  of  a  small 
performance  in  poetry,  which  I  lately  com- 
posed.    You  must  know  I  have  planned  a 
Iragedy,  the  subject  of  which  shall  be  the 


nmrdcr  of  a  prince  before  the  altar,  wlicro 
he  is  busy  ut  his  devotions.  After  the  deed 
is  perpetrated,  the  regicide  will  harangue 
tiie  |)ei>ple  with  the  bloody  dagger  in  his  hand ; 
and  I  have  already  composed  a  speech,  which 
I  think  will  suit  the  character  extremely — 
here  it  is."  Then  taking  up  a  scrap  o. 
paper,  she  read  with  violent  emphasis  and 
gesture  as  follows  : 

Tlius  have  I  sent  tlie  Riiitplc  kin^  to  bell, 
\Vitliout  or  colliii,  shroud,  or  passing  bell. 
'I'o  IIK-,  uliat  are  divine  and  liuniai)  laws! 
I  court  no  sanction  but  my  own  applause! 
Ilapes,  robberies,  treasons,  yield  my  soul  delijjIiX.; 
And  human  eariiuge  gratifies  my  sight. 
I  drag  the  parent  by  the  hoaiy  Itair, 
And  toss  till!  siirawling  infant  on  my  sj)car, 
While  the  fond  mother's  cries  regale  mine  ear, 
I  fight,  I  vaiuiuibli,  murder  friends  and  foes; 
Nor  dare  tli'  immortal  gods  my  riige  oppose. 

Though  I  did  great  violence  to  my  under- 
standing in  praising  this  unnatural  rhapsody, 
I  nevertheless  extolled  it  as  a  production  that 
of  itself  deserved  immortal  fame  ;  and  be- 
sought her  ladyship  to  bless  the  world  with 
the  fruits  of  those  uncommon  talents  Heaven 
had  bestowed  upon  her.  She  smiled  with  a 
look  of  self-complacency,  and,  encouraged  by 
the  incense  I  had  oiiered,  communicated  all 
her  poetical  works,  which  I  applauded  one 
by  one,  with  as  little  candour  as  I  liad  shown 
at  first.  Satiated  with  my  flattery,  which,  I 
hope,  my  situation  justified,  she  could  not  in 
conscience  refuse  me  an  opportunity  of 
shining  in  my  turn  ;  and  therefore,  aflcr  a 
compliment  to  my  nice  discernment  and  taste, 
observed,  that  doubtless  1  must  have  produced 
something  in  that  way  myself,  which  she  de- 
sired to  see.  This  was  a  temptation  I  could 
by  no  means  resist.  I  owned,  that,  while  1 
was  at  college,  I  wrote  some  small  detached 
pieces,  at  the  desire  of  a  friend  who  was  in 
love  ;  and  at  her  request  repeated  the  follow- 
ing  versos,  which  indeed  my  love  for  Nar- 
cissa  had  inspired. 

OV  CKLLA,    PLAYING   ON    THE    H AUPSICIIOIID   AX,' 
SINGING. 


When  Sappho  struck  the  quivering  wire, 
The  throbbing  breast  was  all  on  fire: 
And,  when  she  raised  the  vocal  lay. 
The  ca])tive  soul  was  charmed  away. 


I?iit  bad  liie  nymph  possessed  with  thee* 
Thy  softer,  chaster  power  to  please, 
Tby  beauteous  air  of  sprightly  youlb, 
Thy  native  smiles  of  artless  truth  ; 


The  worm  of  grief  had  never  preyed 
On  the  forsaken  love-sick  maid: 
Nor  had  she  mourned  a  hapless  flame. 
Nor  dashed  on  rocks  her  tender  frame. 


Ill) 
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My  mistress  paid  me  a  cold  compliment  on 
my  versification,  which  she  said  was  elegant 
enough,  but  the  subject  beneath  the  pen  of  a 
true  poet.  I  was  extremely  nettled  at  her 
mdifference,  and  looked  at  Narcissa,  who  had 
by  this  time  joined  us,  for  her  approbation  ;  but 
ehe  declined  giving  her  opinion,  protesting 
eije  was  no  judge  of  these  matters  :  so  that  I 
was  forced  to  retire,  very  much  balked  in 
my  expectation,  which  was  generally  a  little 
too  sanguine.  In  the  afternoon,  however, 
the  waiting-maid  assured  me  that  Narcissa 
iiad  expressed  her  approbation  of  my  perform- 
ance with  great  warmth,  and  desired  Jier  to 
procure  a  copy  of  it,  as  for  herself,  that  she 
(Narcissa)  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
peruse  it  at  pleasure.  I  was  elated  to  an 
extravagant  pitcli  at  this  intelligence,  and 
immediately  transcribed  a  fair  copy  of  my 
ode,  which  was  carried  to  the  dear  charmer, 
together  witli  another  on  the  same  subject, 
Rs  follows : — 

I. 

Tliy  fatal  shafts  unerring  move, 

I  bow  before  thine  altar.  Love  ? 

I  feel  tliy  sofl  resistless  flame 

Glide  swift. through  all  ni}'  vital  frame! 


For,  while  I  gaze,  my  bosom  glows, 
My  blood  in  tides  impetuous  flows  ; 
Hope,  Fear,  and  Joy  alternate  roll. 
And  floods  of  transport  'whelm  my  soul ! 


My  falterinv»  tongue  attempts  in  vain, 
In  soothing  murmurs  to  complain; 
My  tongue  some  secret  magic  ties, 
Mv  murmurs  sink  in  l)roken  sicrhs! 


Condemned  to  nurse  eternal  care, 
And  ever  drop  the  silent  tear  ; 
Unheard  I  mourn,  unknown  I  sigh, 
Unfriended  live,  unpitied  die  ! 

Whether  or  not  Narcissa  discovered  my 
j)assion,  I  could  not  learn  from  her  behaviour, 
wliicli,^  though  always  benevolent  to  me,  was 
henceforth  more  reserved  and  less  cheerful. 
While  my  thouglits  aspired  to  a  sphere  so 
far  above  me,  I  had  unwittingly  made  a  con- 
quest of  the  cook-wench  and  dairy-maid, 
wljo  became  so  jealous  of  each  otiier,  that, 
if  their  sentiments  had  been  refined  by  edu- 
cation, it  is  probable  one  or  other  of  tlicm 
would  have  had  recourse  to  poison  or  steel, 
1.0  be  avenged  of  her  rival ;  but,  as  their 
minds  were  happily  adapted  to  their  humble 
station,  their  mutual  enmity  was  confined  to 
Bcolding  and  fisty-cuffs,  in  which  exercise 
tney  were  both  well  skilled.  My  good  for- 
tune did  not  long  remain  a  secret ;  tor  it  was 
disclosed  by  the  frequent  broils  of  these  he- 
roines, who  kept  no  decorum  in  their  en- 
counters. The  coachman  and  gardener,  who 
paid  their  devoirs  to  my  admirers,  each  to 
.1^  rt'spcctive  choice,  alarmed  at  my  success, 


aid  their  heads  together,  in  order  to  concert 
a  plan  of  revenge  ;    and  the  former  having 
been  educated  at  the  academy  of  Tottenham- 
court,  undertook  to  challenge  me  to  single 
combat.     He  accordingly,  with  many  oppro- 
brious  invectives,   bade   me   defiance,    and 
offered  to  box  me  for  twenty  guineas.     I  told 
him,  that  although  I  believed  myself  a  match 
for  him,  even  at  that  work,  I  would  not  de- 
scend so  far  below  the  dignity  of  a  gentle- 
man as  to  fight  like  a  porter,  but  if  he  liad 
any  thing  to  say  to   me,  I  was  his  man  at 
blunderbuss,  musket,  pistol,  sword,  hatchet, 
spit,  cleaver,  fork,  or  needle  ;  nay,  1  swore, 
that,  should  he  give  his  tongue  any  more 
saucy  liberties  at  my  expense,  I  would  crop 
his  ears  without  any  ceremony.     This  rho- 
domontade,   delivered  with  a  stern   counte- 
nance and  resolute  tone,  had  the   desired 
effect  upon  my  antagonist,  who,  with  some 
confusion,   sneaked  off,  and  gave  his  friend 
an    account    of  his    reception.     The   story 
taking  air  among  the  servants,  procured  for 
me  the  title  of  Gentleman  John,  with  which 
I  was  sometimes  honoured,  even  by  my  mis- 
tress and  Narcissa,  who  had  been  informed 
of  the  whole  affair  by  the  chambermaid.     In 
the  mean  time  the   rival  queens   expressed 
their  passion  by  all  the  ways  in  their  power: 
the  cook  entertained  me  with  choice  bits,  the 
dairy-maid  with  stroakings.    The  first  would 
often  encourage  me  to  discover  rayself  by  com- 
plimenting me  upon  my  courage  and  learn- 
ing, and  observing,  that  if  she  had  a  husband 
like  me,  to  maintain  order,  and  keep  ac- 
counts, she  could  make  a  great  deal  of  money 
by  setting  up  an  eating-house  in  London,  for 
gentlemen's  servants  on  board-wages.     The 
other  courted  my  affection  by  showing  her 
own  importance,  and  telling  me,  that  many 
a  substantial  farmer  in   the  neighbourhood 
would  be  glad  to  marry  her ;  but  she  was  re- 
solved to  please  her  eye,  if  she  should  plague 
her  heart.     Then  she  would  launch  out  into 
the  praise  of  my  proper  person,  and  say,  she 
was  sure  1  would  make  a  good  husband,  for 
I  was  very  good-natured.     I  began  to   be 
uneasy  at  the  importunities  of  these  inamo- 
ratas, whom,   at   another  time,  perhaps,  1 
might  have  pleased  without  the  disagreeable 
sauce  of  matrimony  ;  but  at  present  my  whole 
soul  was  engrossed  by  Narcissa,  and  I  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  doing  any  thing  de- 
rogatory of  the  passion  I  entertained  for  her 


CHAPTER  XLL 

Narcissa  being  in  danger  from  the  hrutaltty 
of  Sir  Timothy,  is  rescued  by  me,  who 
revenge  myself  on  my  rival — /  declate 
my  passio7i,  and  retreat  to  the  sea-side^ 
am  surrounded  by  smugglers,  and  car~ 
tied  to  Boulogne — find  my  uncle,  Lieu- 
tenant Bowling,  in  great  distress,  an4 
relieve  him — our  conversation. 


ADVF.NTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


11'/ 


At  certain  intervals,  my  ambition  would 
revive  ;  I  would  despise  myself  for  my  tame 
resignation  to  my  sordid  fate,  and  revolve  a 
hundred  schemes  foraPsumiMg  the  character 
of  a  gentleman,  to  which  1  thought  myself 
entitled  by  birth  and  education.  In  these 
fruitless  suggestions  time  stole  away  unpcr- 
ccived,  and  I  had  already  remained  eight 
months  in  the  station  of  a  tbotman,  when  an 
accident  happened  that  put  an  end  to  my 
eervitude,  and  for  the  present  banished  all 
hopes  of  succeeding  in  my  love. 

Narcissa  went  one  day  to  visit  Miss 
Thicket,  who  lived  with  her  brother,  within 
less  than  a  mile  of  our  house,  and  was  per- 
suaded to  walk  home  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening,  accompanied  by  Sir  Timothy,  who, 
having  a  good  deal  of  the  brute  in  him,  was 
instigated  to  use  some  unbecoming  fami- 
liarities with  her,  cncoiiraged  by  the  solita- 
riness of  a  field  through  which  they  passed. 
The  lovely  creature  was  incensed  at  hi^ 
rude  behaviour,  for  which  she  reproached 
him,  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  lost  all  regard 
to  decency,  and  actually  offered  violence  to 
this  pattern  of  innocence  and  beauty.  But 
Heaven  would  not  suffer  so  much  goodness 
to  be  violated  ;  and  sent  me,  who,  passing  by 
accident  near  the  place,  was  alarmed  with 
her  cries,  to  her  succour.  What  were  the 
emotions  of  my  soul  when  I  beheld  Narcissa, 
cilmost  sinking  beneath  the  brutal  force  of 
this  satyr !  I  flew  like  lightning  to  her 
rescue  ;  and  he,  perceiving  me,  quitted  his 
prey,  and  drew  his  hanger  to  chastise  my 
presumption.  My  indignation  was  too  high 
to  admit  one  thought  of  fear  ;  so  that,  rushing 
upon  him,  I  struck  his  weapon  out  of  his 
iiand,  and  used  my  cudgel  so  successfully, 
that  he  fell  to  the  ground,  and  lay,  to  all 
appearance,  without  sense.  Then  I  turned 
to  Narcissa,  whq,  had  swooned,  and  sitting 
down  by  her,  gently  raised  her  head,  and 
supported  it  on  my  bosom,  while,  with  my 
hand  around  her  waist,  I  kept  her  in  that 
position.  My  soul  was  thrilled  with  tumul- 
tuous joy  at  feeling  the  object  of  my  dearest 
wishes  within  my  arms  :  and  while  she  lay 
insensible,  I  could  not  refrain  from  applying 
my  cheek  to  hers  and  ravishing  a  kiss.  In 
a  little  time,  the  blood  began  to  revisit  her 
face ;  she  opened  her  enchanting  eyes,  and 
having  recollected  her  late  situation,  said, 
with  a  look  full  of  tender  acknowledgement — 
'*  Dear  John,  I  am  eternally  obliged  t  j  you  !" 
So  saying,  she  made  an  effort  to  rise,  in 
which  I  assisted  her,  and  she  proceeded  to 
I  he  house,  leaning  upon  me  all  the  way.  I 
was  a  thousand  times  tempted  by  this  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  my  passion,  but  the  dread 
of  disobliging  her  restrained  my  tongue. 
We  had  not  moved  an  hundred  paces  from 
(he  scene  of  hordistress,  when  I  perceived  Sir 
Timothy  rise  and  walk  homeward  ;  a  circum- 
s'lance,  wliich,  though  it  gave  me  some  satis- 
faction,  innsmuch  as  I  thereby  knew  I  had 


not  killed  him,  filled  me  with  just  appreiien. 
sion  of  his  resentment,  which  1  found  myself 
in  no  condition  to  withstand ;  especially 
when  I  considered  his  intimacy  witli  our 
squire,  to  whom  I  knew  lie  could  justify 
himself  for  what  he  had  done,  by  imputing  i/ 
to  his  love,  and  desiring  his  brother  Bruin  t«/ 
take  the  same  liberty  with  his  sister,  without 
any  fear  of  offence.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  house,  Narcissa  assured  me,  she  would 
exert  all  her  influence  in  protecting  me  from 
the  revenge  of  Thicket,  and  likewise  engage 
her  aunt  in  my  favour ;  at  the  same  time, 
pulling  out  her  purse,  offered  it  as  a  small 
consideration  for  the  service  I  had  done  her. 
But  I  stood  too  much  upon  the  punctilios  ot 
love  to  incur  the  least  suspicion  of  being 
mercenary,  and  refused  the  present,  by  say- 
ing, I  had  merited  nothing  by  barely  doing 
my  duty.  She  seemed  astonished  at  my 
disinterestedness,  and  blushed :  I  felt  the  same 
suffusion,  and,  with  a  downcast  eye,  and 
broken  accent,  told  her,  I  had  one  request  to 
make,  which,  if  her  generosity  woidd  grant, 
I  should  think  myself  fully  recompensed  for 
an  age  of  misery.  She  changed  colour  at 
this  preamble,  and,  with  great  confusion, 
replied,  she  hoped  my  good  sense  would 
hinder  me  from  asking  any  thing  she  v.  as 
bound  in  honour  to  refuse,  and  therefore 
bade  me  signify  my  desire.  Upon  which  I 
kneeled  and  begged  to  kiss  her  hand.  She 
immediately,  with  an  averted  look,  stretched 
it  out ;  and  I  imprinted  on  it  an  ardent  kiss, 
and,  bathing  it  with  my  tears,  cried — *'  Dear 
madam,  I  am  an  unfortunate  gentleman,  and 
love  you  to  distraction  ;  but  would  have  died 
a  thousand  deaths  rather  than  make  this 
declaration  under  such  a  servile  appearance, 
were  I  not  determined  to  yield  to  the  rigour 
of  my  fate,  to  fly  from  your  bev/itching  pre- 
sence, and  bury  my  presumptuous  passion  in 
eternal  silence."  With  these  words  I  rose 
and  went  away,  before  she  could  recover  her 
spirits  so  far  as  to  make  any  reply.  My 
first  care  was  to  go  and  consult  Mrs  Sagely, 
with  whom  I  had  maintained  a  friendly  cor- 
respondence ever  since  I  left  her  house. 
When  she  understood  my  situation,  the  good 
woman,  with  real  concern,  condoled  me  on 
my  unhappy  fate,  and  approved  of  my  reso- 
lution to  leave  the  country,  as  being  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  the  barbarous  disposition 
of  my  rival, — "who,  by  this  time,"  said  she, 
"  has  no  doubt  meditated  a  scheme  of  re- 
venge. Indeed  I  cannot  see  how  you  will 
be  able  to  elude  his  vengeance  ;  being  himself 
in  the  commission,  he  will  immediately  grant 
warrants  for  apprehending  you  ;  and  as  almost 
all  the  people  in  this  country  are  dependent  • 
on  him  and  his  friend,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  you  to  find  shelter  among  them  :  if  you 
should  be  appreliendcd,  he  will  commit  you 
to  jail,  where  you  may  possibly  langmsh  in 
great  misery  til!  the  next  assizes,  and  theu 
be  ti-anspori.od  for  .".s^aulttng  a  magistrate." 
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While  sIio  tlius  warned  me  of  my  danger, 
we  heard  a  knocking  at  the  dour,  which 
threw  us  both  into  great  constenialion,  as, 
m  all  probability,  it  was  occasioned  by  my 
pursuers ;  whereupon  this  generous  ohl  Jady, 
putting  two  guineas  into  my  hand,  with  tears 
in  lier  eyes,  bade  me,  for  God's  sake,  get  out 
at  the  back  door,  and  consult  my  safety  as 
Providence  sliould  direct  iv.e.  Tliere  was 
no  time  for  deliberation.  1  followed  her 
advice,  and  escaped  by  the  benefit  of  a  dark 
night  to  the  sea-side,  where,  while  I  rumi- 
nated on  my  next  excursion,  I  was  all  of  a 
sudden  surrounded  by  armed  men,  who, 
naving  bound  rny  hands  and  feet,  bade  me 
make  no  noise,  on  pain  of  being  shot,  and 
carried  mo  on  board  of  a  vessel,  which  I 
soon  perceived  to  be  a  smuggling  cutter. 
This  discovery  gave  me  some  satisfaction  at 
first,  because  I  considered  myself  safe  from 
the  resentment  of  Sir  Timothy  :  but  when  I 
found  myself  in  the  hands  of  ruffians,  who 
tjireatened  to  execute  me  for  a  spy,  I  would 
have  thought  myself  happily  quit  for  a  year's 
imprisonment,  or  even  transportation.  It 
was  in  vain  for  me  to  protest  innocence  :  I 
could  not  persuade  them  that  I  had  taken  a 
solitary  walk  to  their  haunt  at  such  an  hour, 
merely  for  my  own  amusement ;  and  I  did 
not  think  it  my  interest  to  disclose  the  true 
cause  of  my  retreat,  because  I  was  afraid 
they  would  have  made  their  peace  with  justice, 
by  surrendering  me  to  the  penalty  of  the  law. 
What  confirmed  their  suspicion  was  the 
appearance  of  a  custom-house  yacht,  which 
gave  them  cliase,  and  had  well  nigh  made  a 
prize  of  the  vessel  ;  when  they  were  delivered 
from  their  fears  by  a  thick  fog,  which  effec- 
tually screened  them,  and  favoured  their 
arrival  at  Boulogne.  But  before  they  had 
got  out  of  sight  of  their  pursuer,  they  held  a 
council  of  war  about  me  ;  and  some  of  the 
most  ferocious  among  them  would  have 
thrown  mc  overboard,  as  a  traitor  who  had 
Detrayed  them  to  tlieir  enemies  ;  but  others, 
more  considerate,  alleged,  that,  if  they  put 
me  to  death,  and  should  afterwards  be  taken, 
they  could  expect  no  mercy  from  the  legis- 
lature, which  would  never  pardon  outlawry 
aggravated  by  murder.  It  was  therefore 
determined,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  that  I 
should  be  set  on  shore  in  France,  and  left  to 
hnd  my  passage  back  to  England  as  I  should 
think  proper,  this  being  j)unishment  sufficient 
for  the  bare  suspicion  of  a  crime  in  itself  not 
capital.  Although  this  fivourable  determi- 
nation gave  me  great  pleasure,  the  apprehen- 
sion of  being  robbed  would  not  suffer  me  to 
be  perfectly  at  case.  To  prevent  this  calamity, 
•  as  soon  as  I  was  untied,  in  consequence  of 
the  foresaid  decision,  I  tore  a  small  hole  in 
one  of  my  stockings,  into  which  I  dropped 
six  guineas,  reserving  half  a  piece  and  so  ne 
silver  in  my  pocket,  that,  finding  something, 
they  might  not  bo  tempted  to  ma.ke  any 
'  irtliRr  ii-  luiry.     This  was  a  very  necessary 


precaution  ;  for  when  we  came  within  aighl 
of  the  French  shore,  one  of  the  smuggiers 
told  mc,  I  must  pay  for  my  passage.  Tu 
this  declaration  I  replied,  that  my  i)assago 
was  none  of  my  own  seeking,  therefore  they 
could  not  expect  a  reward  from  mc  for  trans- 
porting me  into  a  strange  country  by  force. 
"  Damme  1"  said  the  outlaw,  "none  of  youj 
palaver  ;  but  let  me  see  what  money  you  have 
got."  So  sayin^^,  he  thrust  his  hand  into  my 
pocki't  without  any  ceremony,  and  emptied 
it  of  the  contents  :  then  casting  an  eye  at  my 
hat  and  wig,  which  captivated  his  fancy,  he 
took  them  off,  and  clapping  his  own  on  my 
head,  declared  that  a  fair  exchange  wa^  ii', 
robbery.  I  was  fain  to  put  up  witli  the  bar 
gain,  which  was  by  no  means  favourable  to 
me  ;  and  a  little  while  after  we  went  all  on 
shore  together. 

I  resolved  to  take  my  leave  of  these  des- 
peradoes without  much  ceremony,  when  one 
of  them  cautioned  me  against  appearing  to 
their  prejudice,  if  ever  I  returneJ  to  England, 
unless  I  had  a  mind  to  be  murdered  ;  for 
which  service,- he  assured  me,  the  gang  never 
wanted  agents.  1  promised  to  observe  his 
advice,  and  depnrted  for  the  upper  town, 
where  I  inquired  for  a  cabaret  or  public-house; 
into  which  I  went,  with  an  intention  of  taking 
some  refreshment.  In  the  kitchen,  five  Dutch 
sailors  sat  at  breakfast,  with  a  large  loaf,  a 
firkin  of  butter,  and  a  keg  of  brandy,  the  bung 
of  which  they  often  applied  to  their  mouths 
with  great  perseverance  and  satisfaction.  At 
some  distance  from  them  I  perceived  another 
person  in  the  same  garb,  sitting  in  a  pensive 
solitary  manner,  entertaining  himself  with  a 
whif  of  tobacco  from  the  stuinp  of  a  pipe  as 
black  as  jet.  The  appearance  of  distress 
never  failed  to  attract  my  rei^ard  and  com- 
passion ;  I  approached  this  forlorn  tar  with  a 
view  to  offer  hiui  my  assistance  ;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  alteration  of  dress,  and  dis- 
guise of  a  long  beard,  I  discovered  in  him  my 
long  lost  and  lamented  uncle  and  benefactor. 
Lieutenant  Bowling!  Good  Heaven  !  what 
were  the  agitations  of  my  soul,  between  the 
joy  of  finding  again  such  a  valuable  friend, 
and  the  sorrow  of  seeing  him  in  such  a  low 
condition  !  The  tears  gushed  down  my 
cheeks  ;  I  stood  motionless  and  silent  for 
some  time ;  at  length,  recovering  the  use  of 
speech,  exclaimed, — "  Gracious  God  !  Mi 
Bowling."  My  uncle  no  sooner  heard  his  name 
mentioned,  than  he  started  up,  crying,  with 
some  surprise, — "Holla!"  and  after  having 
looked  at  me  steadflistly  without  being  able 
to  recollect  me,  said, — "Did  you  call  mc 
brother  !"  I  told  him  I  had  something  extra- 
ordinary to  cominunicato,  and  desired  him  tb 
give  me  the  hearing  for  a  €r.\v  minutes  in 
another  room :  but  he  would  by  no  means  con- 
sent to  this  proposal,  saying, — "  Avast  there, 
friend  ;  none  of  your  tricks  upon  travellers: 
if  you  have  any  thing  to  say  to  me,  do  it 
above  board:  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  b'iifm 
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ovc/',  .irJ  ,  i  rre  are  none  wlio  understand 
our  li#i','o."  Tiiouifli  I  was  loth  to  discover 
inyseii  bt-rjre  company,  I  could  no  longer  re- 
frain troni  tellinjr  him  1  was  his  own  nephew, 
Roderick  Random.  On  this  int'ornjation,  l»e 
considered  me  with  fj^reat  earnestness  and 
astonishment,  and,  recallinj^  my  features, 
which,  tiiough  enlarged,  were  not  entirely 
altered  since  ho  hdd  seen  me,  came  up,  and 
8ho<)k  me  by  tl)8  hand  very  cordially,  pro- 
testing he  wa.'  fjlad  to  see  me  well.  Atler 
some  pause  he  v.ent  on  thus: — "And  yet,  my 
!ad,  I  am  sorry  co  see  you  under  such  colours  ; 
the  more  cc,  as  it  is  not  m  my  power,  at 
present,  to  change  them  for  the  better,  times 
heing  very  hard  with  me."  With  these  words, 
1  could  parceive  a  tear  trickle  down  his  fur- 
rowed c/ieeks,  which  aflected  me  so  much, 
timt  I  v/ept  bitterly.  Imagining  my  sorrow 
was  Ine  effect  of  my  own  misfortune,  lie 
comtbrted  me,  with  observing  that  life  was  a 
voyage  in  which  we  must  expect  to  meet 
with  all  weathers  ;  sometimes  it  was  calm, 
sometimes  rough  ;  that  a  fair  gale  often  suc- 
ceeded a  storm  ;  that  the  wind  did  not  always 
git  one  way,  and  that  despair  signified  notiiing; 
but  that  resolution  and  skill  were  better  than 
1  stout  vessel ;  for  why  ?  because  they  require 
no  carpenter,  and  grow  stronger  the  more 
labour  they  undergo.  I  dried  up  my  tears, 
which  I  assured  him  were  not  siied  for  my 
own  distress,  but  for  his,  and  begged  leave  to 
accompany  him  to  another  room,  where  we 
could  converse  more  at  our  ease.  There  I 
recounted  to  him  the  ungenerous  usage  I  had 
met  with  from  Potion  ;  at  which  relation  he 
started  up,  stalked  across  the  room  three  or 
four  times  in  a  great  hurry,  and,  grasping  his 
cudgel,  cried — "  I  would  I  were  alongside  of 
tiim — that's  all — I  would  I  were  alongside  of 
him  I"  I  then  gave  him  a  detail  of  all  my 
adventures  and  sufferings,  which  affected  liim 
more  than  I  could  have  imagined ;  and  con- 
cluded with  telling  him  that  Captain  Oakum 
was  still  alive,  and  that  he  might  return  to 
England  when  he  would  to  solicit  his  affairs, 
without  danger  or  molestation.  He  was 
wonderfully  pleased  with  this  piece  of  infor- 
mation, of  which,  however,  he  said  he  could 
not  at  present  avail  himself,  for  want  of 
money  to  pay  for  his  passage  to  London. 
This  objection  I  soon  removed,  by  putting 
five  guineas  into  his  hand,  and  telling  him,  I 
thought  myself  extremely  happy  in  having  an 
opportunity  of  manifesting  my  gratitude  to 
liim  in  his  necessity.  But  it  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  I  could  prevail  upon  him  to 
accept  of  two,  which  he  affirmed  were  more 
than  sufficient  to  defray  the  necessary  ex- 
ocnso.  After  this  friendly  contest  was  over, 
jie  proposed  we  should  have  a  mess  of  some- 
thing ;  "  For,"  said  he,  "  it  has  been  banyan- 
day  with  me  a  grc.it  while.  Yon  must  know, 
I  was  shipwrecked  five  days  ago,  near  a  place 
called  Lisieux,  in  company  with  those  Dutch- 
iTwr.    who    aj-^.    now    drinking    below  ;    and 


having  but  little  money  when  J  came  ashore, 
it  was  soon  spent,  because  1  let  lliem  have 
share  and  share  while  it  lasted.  Ilowsom- 
ever,  I  should  have  remeinb<  red  tiie  old  say- 
ing, every  ho<r  his  own  apple :  for  when  they 
found  my  hold  unstowed,  tliey  went  all  hands 
to  slioolingand  begging ;  and  because  I  would 
not  take  a  spel.  at  the  same  duty,  refused  to 
give  me  the  least  assistance  ;  so  that  1  have 
not  broken  bread  these  two  days."  I  was 
shocked  at  the  extremity  of  his  distress,  and 
ordered  some  bread,  cheese,  and  wine,  to  be 
brought  immediately,  to  allay  his  hunger, 
until  a  fricassee  of  chick(;ns  could  be  pre- 
pared. When  he  had  recruited  his  spirit.'J 
with  this  homely  fare,  I  desired  to  know  the 
particulars  of  his  peregrination  since  the  ac- 
cident at  Cape  Tiberoon  :  which  were  briefly 
these.  The  money  he  had  about  him  being 
all  spent  at  Port  Louis,  the  civility  and  Ikhs- 
pitality  of  the  French  cooled  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  lie  was  obliged  to  list  on  board  one 
of  their  king's  ships  as  a  common  fore-mast 
man,  to  prevent  himself  from  starving  on 
shore.  In  this  situation  he  continued  two 
years,  during  which  time  lie  had  acquired 
some  knowledge  of  their  language,  and  tiie 
reputation  of  a  good  seaman  :  the  ship  he 
belonged  to  was  ordered  home  to  France, 
where  she  was  laid  up  as  unfit  for  service; 
and  he  was  received  on  board  of  one  of  Mon- 
sieur D'Aiitin's  squadron,  in  quality  of  quarter- 
master, which  office  he  performed  in  a  voyage 
to  the  West  Indies,  where  they  engaged  with 
our  ship  as  before  related  ;  but  his  conscience 
upbraiding  him  for  serving  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  he  quitted  the  ship  at  the  same  place 
where  he  first  listed,  and  got  to  Curacoa,  in 
a  Dutch  vessel ;  there  ]i<3  bargained  with  a 
skipper  bound  to  Europe,  to  work  for  his 
passage  to  Holland,  from  whence  he  was  in 
hopes  of  hearing  from  his  friends  in  England; 
but  was  cast  away,  as  he  mentioned  before, 
on  the  French  coast,  and  must  have  been 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  travelling  on  foot 
to  IlollaiiJ,  and  begging  for  his  subsistence 
on  the  road,  or  of  entering  on  board  of 
another  French  man  of  war,  at  the  hazard  of 
being  treated  as  a  deserter,  if  Providence 
had  not  sent  me  to  his  succour. — "  And  now, 
my  lad,"  continued  he,  "  I  think  I  shall  steei 
my  course  directly  to  London,  where  I  do 
not  doubt  of  being  replaced,  and  of  having 
the  R  taken  off  me  by  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty, to  whom  I  intend  to  write  a  petition 
setting  forth  my  caac.  If  I  succeed,  I  shall 
have  wherewithal  to  give  you  some  assis- 
tance, because,  when  I  left  the  ship,  I  had 
two  years  pay  due  to  me;  therefore  I  desire 
to  know  whither  you  are  bound  ;  and  besides, 
perhaps  I  may  have  interest  enough  to  pro- 
cure a  warrant  appointing  yon  surgeon's 
mate  of  the  ship  to  wliicli  I  shall  belong;  tor 
the  beadle  of  the  admiralty  is  my  good  frienrf^ 
and  he  and  one  of  the  under  clerks  are  sworn 
brothers,  and  that  under  clerk  has   a  gooiJ 
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deal  to  say  with  one  of  the  upper  clerks,  who 
IS  very  well  known  to  the  under  secretary, 
who,  upon  his  recommendation,  I  hope,  will 
reconunend  my  aflair  to  the  first  secretary, 
and  he  a^ain  will  speak  to  one  of  the  lords 
in  my  behalf;  so  that  you  see  I  do  not  want 
friends  to  assist  me  on  occasion.  As  for  the 
fellow  Crampley,  tho'f  I  know  him  not,  I  am 
sure  he  is  neither  seaman  nor  officer,  by  what 
you  have  told  me,  or  else  he  could  never  be 
so  much  mistaken  in  his  reckoning,  as  to  run 
the  ship  on  shore  on  the  coast  of  Sussex, 
before  he  believed  himself  in  soundings  ; 
neither,  when  that  accident  happened,  would 
he  have  left  the  ship  until  she  had  been  stove 
lo  pieces,  especially  when  the  tide  was 
making ;  wherefore,  by  this  time,  I  do  sup- 
j)ose  he  has  bo(>n  tried  by  a  court-martial  and 
executed  for  his  cowardice  and  misconduct." 
[  could  not  help  smiling  at  the  description  of 
ir.y  uncle's  ladder,  by  which  he  proposed  to 
ulimb  to  the  attention  of  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty ;  and  though  I  knew  the  world  too  well 
to  confide  in  such  dependence  myself,  I 
would  not  discourage  him  with  doubts,  but 
asked  if  he  had  no  friend  in  London  who 
would  advance  a  small  sum  of  money  to  ena- 
ble him  to  appear  as  he  ought,  and  make  a 
small  present  to  the  under  secretary,  who 
might  possibly  dispatch  his  business  the 
sooner  on  that  account.  He  scratched  his 
head,  and,  after  some  recollection,  replied, — 
"  Why,  yes,  I  believe  Daniel  Whipcord,  the 
ship-chandler  in  Wapping,  would  not  refuse 
me  such  a  small  matter.  I  know  I  can  have 
what  credit  1  want,  for  lodging,  liquor,  and 
clothes  ;  but  as  to  money  I  v.'ont  be  positive : 
had  honest  Block  been  living,  I  should  not 
have  been  at  a  loss."  I  was  heartily  sorry 
to  find  a  worthy  man  so  destitute  of  friends, 
when  he  had  such  need  of  them;  and  looked 
upon  my  own  situation  ?sless  miserable  than 
his,  because  I  v.^as  better  acquainted  with  the 
selfishness  and  roguery  of  mankind,  conse- 
quently less  liable  to  disappointment  and 
imposition. 


CHAPTER  XLH. 

He  takes  his  passage  in  a  cutler  for  Deal — 
we  arc  accosted  by  a  priest,  who  proves 
to  be  a  Scotchman — his  profession  of 
friendship — he  is  affronted  hy  the  lieuten- 
ant, who  afterwards  appenr.es  him  by 
snb7nission — my  uncle  embarks — I  am  in- 
troduced by  a  priest  to  a  capuchin,  in 
whose  company  I  set  out  for  Paris — the 
character  of  my  fellow-traveller — an  ad- 
venture on  the  road — /  am  shocked  at 
his  behaviour. 

When  our  repast  was  ended,  we  walked 
down  to  the  harbour,  where  we  found  a  cut- 
ler  that  was  to  sail  for  Deal  in  the  evening, 
1-id  Mr  Bowling  agreed  f  )r  his  passage  :  in 


the  mean  time,  we  sauntered  about  the  tow4 
to  satisfy  our  curiosity,  our  conversatioM 
turning  on  the  subject  of  my  designs,  whic^ 
were  not  as  yet  fixed :  neither  can  it  be  sup 
posed  that  my  mind  was  at  ease,  when  ] 
found  myself  reduced  almost  to  extreme  pov 
erly  in  the  midst  of  foreigners,  among  whom 
I  had  not  one  acquaintance  to  advise  and 
befriend  me.  My  uncle  was  sensible  of  my 
forlorn  condition,  and  pressed  me  to  accom- 
pany him  to  England,  where  he  did  not  doubt 
of  finding  some  sort  of  provision  for  me  :  but, 
besides  the  other  reasons  I  had  for  avoiding 
that  kingdom,  I  looked  upon  it  at  this  time  as 
the  worst  country  in  the  universe  for  a  poor 
honest  man  to  live  in,  and  therefore  deter- 
mined to  remain  in  France  at  all  events.  1 
was  confirmed  in  this  resolution  by  a  rever- 
end priest,  who,  passing  by  at  this  time,  and 
overhearing  us  speak  English,  accosted  us  in 
the  same  language,  telling  us  he  was  our 
countryman,  and  wishing  it  might  be  in  his 
power  to  do  us  any  service.  We  thanked 
this  grave  person  for  his  courteous  offer,  and 
invited  him  to  drink  a  glass  with  us,  which 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  refuse,  and  we 
went  altogether  into  a  tavern  of  his  recom- 
mending. After  having  drank  to  our  healths 
in  a  bumper  of  good  Burgundj%  he  began  to 
inquire  into  our  situation,  particularly  the 
place  of  our  nativity  ;  which  we  no  sooner 
named,  than  he  started  up,  and,  wringing  our 
hands  with  great  fervour,  shed  a  fiood  of 
tears,  crying, — "  I  come  from  the  same  part 
of  the  country  !  perhaps  you  are  my  own 
relations."  I  was  on  my  guard  against  his 
caresses,  which  I  suspected  very  much,  when 
I  remembered  the  adventure  of  the  money- 
dropper;  but,  without  any  appearance  of  dif- 
fidence, observed,  that,  as  he  was  born  in  tha'. 
part  of  the  country,  he  must  certainly  know 
our  family,  which  (howsoever  mean  our 
jiresent  a]>poarance  might  be)  was  none  of 
the  most  obscure  or  inconsiderable.  Then 
I  discovered  our  names,  to  which  I  found  he 
was  no  stranger.  He  had  known  my  grand 
father  personally ;  and  notwithstanding  an 
absence  of  fitly  years  from  Scotland,  re- 
counted so  many  particulars  of  the  families 
in  the  neighbourhood,  that  my  scruples  were 
entirely  removed,  and  I  thought  myself  happy 
in  his  acquaintance.  In  the  course  of  our 
conversation,  I  disclosed  my  condition  with- 
out reserve,  and  displayed  my  talents  to  sMch 
advantage,  that  the  old  father  looked  upon 
me  with  admiration,  and  assured  me,  that  if 
I  staid  in  France,  and  listened  to  reason,  I 
could  not  fail  of  making  my  fortune,  to  which 
ho  would  contribute  all  in  his  power. 

My  uncle  began  to  be  jealous  of  the  priest's 
insinuation,  and  very  abruptly  declared  that., 
if  ever  I  should  renounce  my  religion,  he 
would  break  off  all  connection  and  corres- 
pondence with  me ;  for  it  was  his  opinion 
that  no  honest  man  would  swerve  from  the 
principles  in  which  he   was  bred,   '.vhetlie 
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^^^rkis^ll.  Protestant,  or  Roman.     Tlic  lather, 
ifironted  at  this  doclaration,  with  great  ve- 
hemence began  a  long  discourse,  setting  forth 
the  danger  of  obstinacy,  and  shutting  one's 
eyes  against  tlio  light.     He  said,  tliat  igno- 
rance would  bo  no  plea  towards  justification, 
when  we  had  opportunities  of  being  better 
informed  ;  and  that,  if  the  minds  of  pco|)le 
nad  not  been  open  to  conviction,  the  Chris- 
tian religion  coidd  not  have  been  propagated 
III  tiie  world,  and  wc  should  now  be  in  a  state 
of  pagan   darkness  and  barbarity.     He  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  by  some  texts  of  scrip- 
ture, and  many  quotations  from  the  fatlicrs, 
tliat  the  pope  was  the  successor  of  St  Peter, 
and  vicar  of  Jesus  Christ ;   tliat  the  Church 
of  Rome  was  the  true  holy  catholic  church  ; 
and  that  the  protcstant  faith  was  an  impious 
heresy  and  damnable  schism,  by  which  many 
millions   of  souls   would   suffer   everlasting 
perdition.     When   he  had  finished  his  ser- 
mon, which  I  thought  he   pronounced  with 
more  zeal  than  discretion,  he  addressed  him- 
self to  my  uncle,  and  desired  to  know   his 
objections  to  what  had  been  said.     The  lieu- 
tenant, whose  attention  had  been  wholly  en- 
grossed by  his  own  afiairs,  took  the  pipe  out 
of  his    mouth,  and   replied, — "  As  for   me, 
friend,  d'ye  sec,  I  have  no  objection  to  what 
you  say  ;   it  may  be  either  true  or  false  for 
what  I  know;  I  meddle  with  nobody's  affairs 
but  my  own  ;  the  gunner  to  his  linstock,  and 
the  steersman  to  the  helm,  as  the  saying  is. 
I  trust  to  no  creed  but  the  compass,  and  do 
unto  every  r.ian  as  I  would  be  done  by  ;  so 
that  I  defy  the  pope,  the  devil,  and  the  pre- 
tender, and  hope   to   be  saved    as  well    as 
another."     This  association  of  persons  gave 
great  offence  to  the  friar,  who  protested,  in 
a  mighty  passion,  that,  if  Mr  Bowling  had  not 
been  his  countryman,  he  would  have  caused 
him  to  be  miprisonpd  for  his  insolence.     I 
ventured  to  disapprove  of  my  uncle's  rash- 
ness, and  appeased  the  old  gentleman  by  as- 
suring him  tlioro  was  no  offence  intended  by 
my  kinsman,  who,  by  this  time,  sensible  of 
his  error,    shook   the  injured  party   by  the 
iiand,  and  asked  pardon  for  the  freedom  he 
had  taken.     Matters  being  amicably  compro- 
mised, he  invited  us  to  come  and  see  him  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  convent  to  which  lie  be- 
longed, and  took  his  leave  for  the  present ; 
when  my  uncle  recommended  it  strongly  to 
me  to  persevere  in  the  religion  of  my  fore- 
fathers, whatever  advantages  I  might  propose 
to  myself  by  a  clianw,  which  could  not  fail 
of  disgracing  myself;  and  dishonouring  my 
family.-     I    assured    him    no    consideration 
should  induce  me  to  forfeit  his  friendship 
and  good  opinion  on  that  score;   at  wliicli 
assurance  he  discovered  great  satisfaction, 
and  put  mo  in  mind  of  dinner,  which  we  im- 
mediately bespoke,  and,  when  it  w  is  ready, 
ate  together. 

I  imagined  my  acquaintance  with  he  Scot- 
tish pries*.,  if  propcrlv  managed,  n  glit  turn 
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out  tc  iiy  advantage,  and  therefore  resolved 
to  cultivate  it  as  much  I  could.  With  this 
view,  we  visited  him  at  his  convent,  accord- 
ing  to  his  invitation,  where  he  treated  us 
with  wine  and  sweetmeats,  and  showed  us 
every  thing  that  was  remarkable  in  the  mon- 
astery. Having  bi-en  thus  entertained,  we 
took  our  leave,  though  not  before  I  had  pro- 
mised to  see  him  next  day  ;  and  the  time  fixed 
for  my  uncle's  embarking  being  come,  I  ac- 
companied him  to  the  harbour,  and  saw  him 
on  board.  VVe  parted  not  without  tears, 
after  wc  had  embraced,  and  wished  one 
another  all  manner  of  prosperity  ;  and  he  en- 
treated me  to  write  to  him  oflon,  directing  to 
Ijieutcnant  Bowling,  at  the  sign  of  the  Union 
ffag,  near  the  Hermitage,  London. 

I  returned  to  the  house  in  which  we  had 
met,  where  I  passed  the  night  in  a  very  soli- 
tary manner,  reffecting  on  the  severity  of  my 
fate,  and  endeavouring  to  project  some  likely 
scheme  of  life  for  the  future  ;  but  my  inven- 
tion failed  me ;   I    saw  nothing   but   insur- 
mountable difficulties  in  my  way,   and  was 
ready  to  despair  at  the  miserable  prospect. 
That  I  might   not,    however,    neglect    any 
probable  means,  I  got  up  in  the  morning,  and 
went  directly  to  the  father,  whose  advice  and 
assistance  I  implored.     He  received  me  very 
kindly,  and  gave  me  to  understand  that  there 
was  one  way  of  life  in  which  a  jierson  of  my 
talents  could  not  fail  of  making  a  great  figure. 
I  guessed  his  meaning,  and  told  him  once  for 
all,  I  was  fully  determined  against  any  alter- 
ation in  point  of  religion  ;   therefore,  if  his 
proposal  regarded  the  church,  he  might  save 
himself  the    trouble    of  explaining   it.     He 
shook  his  head,  and  sighed,  saying, — "  Ah  ' 
son,  son,  what  a  glorious  prospect  is   heic 
spoiled  by  your  stubborn  prejudice  !     Suffer 
yourself  to  be  persuaded  by  reason,  and  co;i- 
sult  your  temporal  welfare  as  well  as   the 
concerns  of  your  eternal  soul.     1  can  by  my 
interest  procure  your  admission  as  a  novi- 
ciate into  this  convent,  where  I  will  superin- 
tend and  direct  you  with   a  truly  paternal 
affliction. "     Then  he  launched  out  into  the. 
praises  of  a  monastic  life,  which  no  noise 
disturbs,  no  cares  molest,  and  no  danger  in- 
vades,  where  the  heart  is  weaned  from  car 
nal  attachments,  the  grosser  appetites  sub- 
dued and  chastised,  and  the  soul  wafled  to 
divine  regions  of  philosophy  and  truth  on  the 
wings  of  studious  contemplation.     But  his 
eloquence  was  lost  upon  me,  whom  two  con- 
siderations enabled  to  withstand  his  tempta- 
tions, namely,  my  promise  to  my  uncle,  and 
my  aversion  to  an  ecclesiastical  life ;  for,  as  to 
the  difTercnce  of  religion,  I  looked  upon  it  an 
a  thing  of  too  small  moment  to  come  in  corn 
petition  with  a  man's  fortune.     Finding  me 
immovable  on  thi.'^  iiead,  he  told  me  he  was 
more  sorry  than  offtjnded  at  my  non-compli- 
ance, and  still    rcadir  to    employ  his  good 
offices  in  my  behalf.     "  The  same  erroneoii.s 
maxims,"    said    he,    "that    obstruct    yoip 
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promotion  in  the  church,  will  infallibly  pre- 
vent your  advancement  in  the  army  ;  but  if 
you  can  brook  the  condition  of  a  servant,  I 
am  acquainted  with  some  people  of  rank  at 
Versailles,  to  whom  I  can  give  you  letters  of 
recommendation,  that  you  may  be  entertained 
by  some  one  of  them  in  quality  of  maitre 
d' hotel;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  your  quali- 
fications will  soon  entitle  you  to  better  pro- 
vision." I  embraced  his  otfer  with  great 
earnestness  ;  and  he  appointed  me  to  come 
back  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  would  not 
only  give  me  letters,  but  likewise  intro- 
duce me  to  a  capuchin  of  his  acquaintance, 
who  intended  to  set  out  for  Paris  next  morn- 
ing, in  whose  company  I  might  travel,  with- 
out being  at  the  expense  of  one  livre  during 
tiie  whole  journey.  This  piece  of  good  news 
gave  me  infinite  pleasure  ;  I  acknowledged 
my  obligation  to  the  benevolent  father  in  the 
most  grateful  expressions  ;  and  he  performed 
his  promise  to  a  little,  in  delivering  the 
letters,  and  making  me  acquainted  witli  the 
capuchin,  with  whom  I  departed  next  morn- 
ing by  break  of  day. 

It  was  not  long  before  I  discovered  my 
fexlo-w-traveller  to  be  a  merry  facetious  fellow, 
who,  notwithstanding  his  profession  and  ap- 
pearance of  mortification,  loved  good  eating 
and  drinking  better  than  his  rosary,  and 
paid  more  adoration  to  a  pretty  girl  than  to 
the  Virgin  Mary  or  St  Genevieve.  lie  was 
a  thick  brawny  young  man,  with  red  eye- 
brows, a  hook  nose,  a  face  covered  with 
freckles  ;  and  his  name  was  Frere  Balthazar. 
His  order  did  not  permit  him  to  wear  linen, 
30  that,  having  little  occasion  to  undress 
himself,  he  was  none  of  the  cleanliest  ani- 
mals in  the  world  ;  and  his  constitution  was 
naturally  so  strongly  scented,  that  I  always 
thought  it  convenient  to  keep  to  the  wind- 
ward of  him  in  our  marcii.  As  he  was  per- 
fectly well  known  on  the  road,  we  fared 
sum])tuously  witlioutany  cost:  and  the  fatigue 
of  our  journey  was  much  alleviated  by  the 
good  humour  of  my  companion,  who  sung  an 
infinite  number  of  catches  on  the  subjects  of 
love  and  wine.  We  took  up  our  lodging  th§ 
first  night  at  a  peasant's  house  not  far  from 
Abbeville,  where  we  were  entertained  with 
an  excellent  ragout,  cooked  by  our  landlord's 
daughters,  one  of  whom  was  very  handsome. 
After  having  eaten  heartily,  and  drank  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  small  wine,  we  were 
conducted  to  a  barn,  where  we  found  a  couple 
of  carpsts  spread  upon  clean  straw  for  our 
reception.  We  had  not  lain  in  this  situation 
above  half  an  hour,  wnen  we  heard  somebody 
knock  softiy  at  t'ne  aoor,  upon  which  Baltha- 
zargot  up,  and  let  in  our  host's  two  daughters, 
who  wanted  to  have  some  private  conversation 
with  him  in  the  dark.  When  they  had 
whispered  together  some  time,  the  capuchin 
came  to  inc,  and  asked  if  I  was  insensible  to 
love,  and  so  hard-hearted  as  to  refuse  asiiare 


of  my  bed  to  a  pretty  maid  who  had  a  tendre 
for  me  ?  I  must  own,  to  my  sb.ame,  that  I 
suffered  myself  to  be  overcome  by  my  passion, 
and  with  great  eagerness  seized  the  occasion, 
when  I  understood  that  the  amiable  Nanette 
was  to  be  my  bed-fellow.  In  vain  did  my 
reason  suggest  the  respect  that  I  owed 
to  my  dear  mistress  Narcissa ;  the  idea  of 
that  lovely  charmer  rather  increased  than 
allayed  the  ferment  of  my  spirits  ;  and  the 
young  paysanne  had  no  reason  to  complain 
of  my  reuiembrance.  Early  in  the  morning 
the  kind  creatures  left  us  to  our  repose, 
which  lasted  till  eight  o'clock,  when  we  got 
up,  and  were  treated  at  breakfast  with  choco- 
late  and  Veau  de  vie  by  our  paramours,  of 
whom  we  took  a  tender  leave,  after  my 
companion  had  confessed  and  given  them 
absolution.  While  we  proceeded  on  our 
journey,  the  conversation  turned  upon  the 
night's  adventure,  being  introduced  by  the 
capuchin,  who  asked  me  how  I  liked  my 
lodging.  I  declared  my  satisfaction,  and 
talked  in  rapture  of  the  agreeable  Nanette ; 
at  which  he  shook  his  head,  and,  smiling, 
said,  she  was  a  morceau  four  la  bonne 
bouclie.  "  I  never  valued  myself,"  continued 
lie,  "  upon  any  thing  so  much  as  the  conquest 
of  Nanette  ;  and,  vanity  apart,  I  have  been 
pretty  fortunate  in  my  amours."  This  infor- 
mation shocked  me  not  a  little,  as  I  was  well 
convinced  of  his  intimacy  with  iier  sister ; 
and  though  I  did  not  care  to  tax  him  with 
downright  incest,  I  professed  my  astonish- 
ment at  his  last  night's  choice,  when,  ] 
supposed,  the  other  was  at  his  devotion. 
To  this  hint  he  answered,  that,  besides  his 
natural  complaisance  to  the  se.x,  he  had 
another  reason  for  distributing  his  favours 
equally  between  them,  namely,  to  preserve 
peace  in  the  family,  which  could  not  other- 
wise be  maintained  ;  that,  moreover,  Nanette 
had  conceived  an  affection  for  me,  and  he 
loved  her  too  well  to  balk  her  inclination, 
more  especially  when  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  obliging  his  friend  at  the  same  time.  ] 
thanked  iiim  for  this  instance  of  his  friendship, 
though  I  was  extremely  disgusted  at  his 
want  of  delicacy,  and  cursed  the  occasion 
that  threw  me  in  his  way.  Libertine  as  I 
was,  I  could  not  bear  to  see  a  man  behave  so 
wide  of  the  character  he  assumed.  I  looked 
upon  him  as  a  person  of  very  little  worth  or 
honesty,  and  should  have  even  kept  a  wary 
eye  upon  my  pocket,  if  I  had  thouglit  he  could 
have  any  temptation  to  steal.  But  I  could 
not  conceive  the  use  of  money  to  a  capuchin, 
who  is  obliged,  by  the  rules  of  his  order,  to 
appear  like  a  beggar,  and  enjoys  all  other 
necessaries  of  life  gratis  :  besides,  my  fellow- 
traveller  seemed  to  be  of  a  complexion  too 
careless  and  sanguine  to  give  me  any  appre- 
hension on  that  score  ;  so  that  I  proceede«l 
with  great  confidence,  in  expectation  of  bciog 
soon  at  my  journey's  end. 
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CHAPTER   XLIII. 

We  lodge  at  a  house  near  Amiens,  where  I 
am  rubbed  by  the  capuchin,  who  escapes 
while  I  am  asleep — /  go  to  Aoyons  in 
search  of  him,  but  without  success — make 
my  condition  known  to  several  people, 
but  find  no  relief — grow  desperate — join 
a  company  of  soldiers — enlist  in  the  regi- 
ment of  I'icardy — we  are  ordered  into 
(jfermany — /  find  the  fatigues  of  the 
vxarch  almost  intolerable — (juarrel  tcith 
inif  comrade  in  a  dispute  about  politics 
— he  challenges  me  to  the  field,  wounds 
and  disarms  me. 

TuK  tliird  night  of  our  pilgrimage  we  passed 
at  a  liousc  near  Amiens,  where  Balthazar 
being  unknown,  we  supped  upon  indlflerent 
fare,  and  sour  wine,  and  were  fain  to  lie  in 
a  garret,  upon  an  old  mattrass,  which,  I 
believe,  liad  been  in  the  possession  of  ten 
thousand  myriads  of  fleas,  time  out  of  mind. 
We  did  not  invade  their  territory  with 
impunity  :  in  less  than  a  minute  we  were 
attacked  by  stings  innumerable  ;  in  spite  of 
which,  however,  we  fell  fust  asleep,  being 
excessively  fatigued  with  our  day's  marcii, 
and  did  not  awake  till  near  nine  next  morn- 
ing ;  when  seeing  myself  alone,  I  started  up 
in  a  terrible  fright,  and  e.xamining  my  pockets, 
found  my  presaging  fear  too  true.  My 
companion  had  made  free  with  my  cash,  and 
left  me  to  seek  my  way  to  Paris  by  myself. 
I  ran  down  stairs  immediately,  and,  with  a 
look  full  of  grief  and  amazement,  inquired 
for  the  mendicant,  who,  they  gave  me  to 
understand,  had  set  out  four  hours  before, 
after  having  told  them  I  was  a  little  indis- 
posed, and  desired  I  might  not  be  disturbed, 
but  be  informed  wl^en  I  should  wake  that  he 
had  taken  the  road  to  Noyons,  where  he 
should  wait  for  my  coming  at  the  Coq  d'Or.  I 
spoke  not  a  word,  but  with  a  heavy  heart 
directed  my  course  to  that  place,  at  which  I 
arrived  in  the  afternoon,  fainting  with  weari- 
ness and  hunger ;  but  learned,  to  my  utter 
confusion,  that  no  such  person  had  been  there. 
it  was  happy  for  me  tliat  I  had  a  good  deal 
ofrcBentment  in  my  constitution,  which  ani- 
mated me  on  sucii  occasions  against  the 
villainy  of  mankind,  and  enabled  me  to  bear 
misfortunes  otherwise  intolerable.  Boiling 
with  indignation,  I  discovered  to  the  host  my 
deplorable  condition,  and  inveighed  with 
great  bitterness  against  the  treachery  of 
Balthazar;  at  which  he  shrugged  up  his 
shoulders,  and,  with  a  peculiar  grimace  in 
his  countenance,  said,  he  was  sorry  for  my 
migfortune,  but  there  was  no  remedy  like 
patience.  At  that  instant  some  guests 
arrived,  to  whom  he  hastened  to  offer  his 
Bcrvice,  leaving  me  mortified  at  his  indiffer- 
ence, and  fully  persuaded  that  an  innkeeper 
ir  the  same  sordid  animal  aU  the  world  over. 


While  I  stood  in  tlie  porch,  forlorn  and 
undetermined,  venting  ejaculations  of  curses 
against  the  tiiief  who  robbed  me,  and  the  old 
priest  who  recommended  him  to  my  tViend- 
siiip,  a  young  gentleman,  richly  dressed, 
attended  by  a  valet-de-chambre  and  two  ser- 
vants in  livery,  arrived  at  the  inn.  I  thouglit 
I  perceived  a  great  deal  of  sweetness  and 
good-nature  in  his  countenance  ;  therefore 
he  had  no  sooner  alighted  than  I  accosted 
him,  vl:.(],  in  a  few  words,  explained  my 
situation.  IIo  listened  with  great  politeness, 
and,  when  I  had  made  an  end  of  my  story, 
said, — '•  Well,  Monsieur,  v,iiat  would  you 
have  me  to  do!"  I  was  effectually  abashed 
at  this  interrogation,  which  1  believe  no  man 
of  common  sense  or  generosity  could  make, 
and  made  no  other  reply  than  a  low  bow. 
He  returned  the  compliment  still  lower,  and 
tript  into  an  apartment,  while  the  landlord 
let  me  know,  that  my  standing  tliere  to 
interrupt  company  gave  offence,  and  might 
do  him  infinite  prejudice.  lie  had  no  occa- 
sion to  repeat  his  insinuation  ;  I  moved  from 
the  place  immediately  ;  and  was  so  much 
transported  with  grief,  anger,  and  disdain, 
that  a  torrent  of  blood  gushed  from  my  nos- 
trils. In  this  ecstasy,  I  quitted  Noyons,  and 
betook  myself  to  the  fields,  where  I  v/andered 
about  like  one  distracted,  till  my  spirits  were 
quite  exhausted,  and  I  was  obliged  to  throw 
myself  down  at  the  root  of  a  tree,  to  rest  my 
wearied  limbs.  Here  my  rage  forsook  me  ; 
I  began  to  feel  the  importunate  cravings  of 
nature,  and  relapsed  into  silent  sorrow  and 
melancholy  rcflectioE.  ^  revolved  all  the 
crimes  I  had  been  guilty  of,  and  found  them 
so  few  and  venial,  that  I  could  not  comi)re- 
hend  the  justice  of  that  Providence,  which, 
after  having  exposed  me  to  so  much  wretch- 
edness and  danger,  left  me  a  prey  to  famine 
at  last  in  a  foreign  country,  where  I  had  no' 
one  friend  or  acquaintance  to  close  my  eyes 
and  do  the  last  offices  of  humanity  to  inj' 
miserable  carcass.  A  thousand  times  I 
wislied  myself  a  bear,  that  I  might  retreat 
to  woods  and  deserts,  far  from  the  inhospi- 
table haunts  of  man,  where  I  could  live  by 
iny  own  talents,  independent  of  treacherous 
friends  and  supercilious  scorn. 

As  I  lay  in  this  manner  groaning  over  my 
hapless  fate,  I  heard  the  sound  of  a  violin, 
and,  raising  my  lioad,  perceived  a  company 
of  men  and  women  dancing  on  the  grass  at 
some  distance  from  me.  I  looked  upon  this 
to  be  a  favourable  season  for  distress  to 
attract  compassion,  when  every  selfish 
thought  is  banished,  and  the  heart  dilated 
with  mirth  and  social  joy  ;  wherefore  I  got 
up  and  approached  those  hapjjy  people 
whom  I  soon  discovered  to  be  a  party  of 
soldiers,  with  their  wives  and  children,  uc 
bending  and  diverting  tliemselves  at  thii 
rate,  after  the  fatigue  of  a  march.  I  had 
never  before  seen  such  a  parcel  of  scare, 
crows  together;    ncitlier   could    I  rcconcil'- 
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their  meagre  gaunt  looks,  their  squalid  and 
ragged  attire,  and  every  other  external  symp- 
tom of  extreme  woe,  wit*^  '^^his  appearance  of 
festivity.  I  saluted  them,  however,  and  was 
received  with  great  politeness  ;  after  which 
they  formed  a  ring,  and  danced  around  me. 
This  jollity  had  a  wonderful  effect  upon  my 
spirits  :  I  was  infected  with  their  gaiety,  and, 
in  spitf  of  my  dismal  situation,  forgot  my 
cares,  dnd  joined  in  their  extravagance. 
VViicn  we  had  recreated  ourselves  a  good 
while  at  this  diversion,  the  ladi'j'i  spread 
their  manteaus  on  the  ground,  upon  which 
they  emptied  their  knapsacks  of  some  onions, 
coarse  bread,  and  a  few  flasks  of  poor  wine. 
Being  invited  to  a  share  of  the  banquet,  I  sat 
down  with  the  rest,  and  in  the  whole  course 
of  my  life  never  made  a  more  comfortable 
meal.  When  our  repast  was  ended,  we  got 
up  again  to  dance;  and  now  that  I  found 
myself  refreshed,  I  beliavcd  to  the  admiration 
of  every  body.  I  was  loaded  with  a  thousand 
compliments  and  professions  of  friendship. 
The  men  commended  my  person  and  agility, 
and  the  women  were  loud  in  praise  of  my 
Ijonne  grace :  the  serjeant,  in  particular, 
expressed  so  much  regard  for  me,  and  de- 
scribed the  pleasures  of  a  soldier's  life  with 
Eo  much  art,  that  I  began  to  listen  to  his 
proposal  of  enlisting  me  in  the  service ;  and 
the  more  I  considered  my  own  condition, 
the  more  I  was  convinced  of  the  necessity  I 
was  under  to  come  to  a  speedy  determination. 
Having  therefore  maturely  weigh-cd  the  cir- 
cumstances pro  and  co7i,  I  signified  my 
consent,  and  was  admitted  into  the  regiment 
of  Picardy,  said  to  be  the  oldest  corps  in 
Europe.  The  company  to  which  this  com- 
mand belonged  was  quartered  at  a  village  not 
far  off,  whither  we  marched  next  day,  and  I 
was  presented  to  my  captain,  who  seemed  very 
well  pleased  with  my  appearance,  gave  me  a 
crown  to  drink,  and  ordered  me  to  be  accom- 
modated with  clothes,  arms,  and  accoutre- 
ments. Then  I  sold  my  livery  suit,  purchased 
linen,  and,  as  I  was  at  great  pains  to  learn 
the  exercise,  in  a  very  short  time  became  a 
tomplete  soldier. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  received  orders 
to  join  several  more  regiments,  and  march 
with  all  expedition  into  Germany,  in  order 
to  reinforce  Marescha!  due  de  Noailles,  who 
vras  then  encamped  with  his  army  on  the 
side  of  the  river  Mayne,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  English,  Hanoverians,  Austrians,  and 
Hessians,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of 
Stair.  We  began  our  march  accordingly, 
I'.nd  then  I  became  acquainted  with  tiiat 
part  of  a  soldier's  life  to  which  I  had  been 
iutherto  a  stranger.  It  is  impossible  to 
describe  the  hunger  and  thirst  I  sustained, 
and  the  fatigue  I  underwent  in  a  march  of 
so  many  hundred  miles  ;  during  which  I  was 
BO  much  chafed  with  tiie  heat  and  motion  of 
my  linbs,  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  inside 
of  m5  thighs  and  legs  were  deprived  of  skin. 


and  I  proceeded  in  the  utmost  torture.  This 
misfortune  I  owed  to  the  plumpness  of  my 
constitution,  which  I  cursed,  and  envied  the 
withered  condition  of  my  comrades,  whose 
bodies  could  not  spare  juice  enough  to  supply 
a  common  issue,  and  were  indeed  proof 
against  all  manner  of  friction.  The  continual 
pain  I  felt  made  me  fretful,  and  my  peevieh* 
ness  was  increased  by  the  mortification  of 
my  pride,  in  seeing  those  miserable  wretches, 
whom  a  hard  gale  of  wind  would  have  scat- 
tered through  the  air  like  chaff,  bear  those 
toils  with  alacrity,  under  which  I  was  ready 
to  sink. 

One  day,  while  we  enjoyed  a  halt,  and  the 
soldiers  with  their  wives  had  gone  out  to 
dance,  according  to  custom,  my  comrade 
staid  at  home  with  me  on  pretence  of  friend- 
ship, and  insulted  me  with  his  pity  and  con- 
solation. He  told  me,  though  I  was  young 
and  tender  at  present,  I  would  s-oon  be 
seasoned  to  the  service  ;  and  he  did  not 
doubt  but  I  should  have  the  honour  to  con- 
tribute in  some  measure  to  the  glory  of  the 
king.  "Have  courage,  therefore,  my  child," 
said  he,  "  and  pray  to  God,  that  you  may  be 
as  happy  as  I  am,  who  have  had  the  honour 
of  serving  Lewis  the  Great,  and  of  receiving 
many  wounds  in  helping  to  establish  bis 
glory."  When  I  looked  upon  the  contempti- 
ble object  that  pronounced  these  words,  I 
was  amazed  at  the  infatuation  that  possessed 
him;  and  could  not  help  expressing  my 
astonishment  at  the  absurdity  of  a  rational 
being,  who  thinks  himself  highly  honoured 
in  being  permitted  to  encounter  abject 
poverty,  oppression,  famine,  disease,  mutila- 
tion, and  evident  death,  merely  to  gratify 
the  vicious  ambition  of  a  prince,  by  whom 
his  sufferings  were  disregarded,  and  his 
name  utterly  unknown.  I  observed,  that,  if 
his  situation  was  the  consequence  of  com- 
pulsion, I  v/ould  praise  his  patience  and 
fortitude  in  bearing  his  lot;  if  he  had  taken 
up  arms  in  defence  of  his  injured  country,  he 
was  to  be  applauded  for  his  patriotism ;  or, 
if  he  had  fled  to  this  way  of  life  as  a  refuge 
from  a  greater  evil,  he  was  justifiable  in  his 
own  conscience  (tliough  I  could  have  no 
notion  of  misery  more  extreme  than  that  he 
suffered);  but  to  put  his  condition  on  the 
footing  of  conducing  to  the  glory  of  his 
prince,  was  no  more  than  professing  himself 
a  desp-crate  slave,  who  voluntarily  underwent 
the  utmost  wretchedness  and  peril,  and  com- 
mitted the  most  flagrant  crimes,  to  soothe 
the  barbarous  pride  of  a  fellow-creature,  hi? 
superior  in  nothing  but  the  power  he  derived 
from  the  submission  of  such  wretches  as 
him.  The  soldier  was  very  much  affronted 
at  the  liberty  I  took  with  his  king,  which  he 
said  nothing  but  my  ignorance  could  excuse.. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  characters  of  princes 
were  sacred,  and  ought  not  to  be  profaned 
by  the  censure  of  tlicir  subjects,  who  v/ere 
brund  by  their  allegiance  to  obey  their  com 
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mands,  of  wlmt  nature  soever,  williout 
scruple  or  repining;  and  advised  nie  to 
correct  tlie  rebellions  principles  I  had  im- 
bibed anionij  tlie  En<,'litili,  who,  for  their 
insolence  to  their  kings,  were  notorious  all 
over  the  world,  even  to  a  proverb. 

In  vindication  of  my  countrymen,  I  re- 
peated all  the  arguments  connnonly  used  to 
[)rovc  that  every  man  has  a  natural  right  to 
iberty ;  that  allegiance  and  protection  are 
reciprocal  ;  that,  when  the  mutual  tie  is 
broken  by  the  tyranny  of  the  king,  he  is  ac- 
countable to  the  people  for  his  breach  of 
contract,  and  subject  to  the  ])enalty  of  the 
law ;  and  that  those  insurrections  of  the 
English,  which  are  branded  with  the  name 
of  rebellion  by  the  slaves  of  arbitrary  power, 
were  no  other  than  glorious  efforts  to  rescue 
that  independence,  which  was  their  birth- 
right, from  the  ravenous  claws  of  usurping 
ambition.  The  Frenchman,  provoked  at  tlie 
little  deference  I  paid  to  the  kingly  name, 
lost  all  patience,  and  reproached  me  in  such 
a  manner,  that  my  temper  forsook  me,  and  I 
clen-ched  my  fist,  with  an  intention  to  give 
iiim  a  hearty  bo.v  on  the  ear.  Perceiving  my 
design,  lie  started  back,  and  demanded  a 
parley  ;  upon  which  I  checked  my  indigna- 
tion, and  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  a 
Frenchman  never  forgave  a  blow  ;  therefore, 
if  I  was  not  weary  of  my  life,  I  would  do  well 
to  spare  him  that  mortification,  and  do  him 
tlie  honour  of  measuring  my  sword  with  his, 
like  a  gentleman.  I  took  his  advice,  and 
followed  him  to  a  field  hard  by,  where  indeed 
1  was  ashamed  at  the  pitiful  figure  of  my 
antagonist,  who  was  a  poor,  little,  shivering 
creature,  decrepid  with  age,  and  blind  of  one 
eye.  But  I  soon  found  tiie  folly  of  judging 
from  appearances,  being  at  the  second  pass 
wounded  in  the  sword  hand,  and  immediately 
"disarmed  with  such  a  jerk,  that  I  thought  tlie 
joint  was  dislocated.  I  was  no  less  con- 
founded than  enraged  at  this  event,  especially 
as  my  adversary  did  not  bear  his  success  with 
all  the  moderation  that  might  have  been 
expected  ;  for  he  insisted  upon  my  asking 
pardon  for  affronting  liia  king  and  him. 
This  proposal  I  would  by  no  means  comply 
with,  but  told  him  it  was  a  moan  condescen- 
Bion,  which  no  gentleman  in  his  circumstan- 
ces ought  to  propose,  nor  any  in  my  situation 
ought  to  perform  ;  and  that,  if  he  persisted  in 
his  ungenerous  demand,  I  would  in  my  turn 
claim  satisfaction  with  my  musket,  when  we 
ehould  be  more  upon  a  par  than  with  the 
iword,  of  winch  he  seemed  so  much  master. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 

Jn  order  to  be  revcntred,  I  learn  the  science 
of  defence — we  join  the  Mareschal  due  de 
Noailles — are  engaged  with  the  allies  at 
Dettingen,  and  put  to  flight — the  beha- 
ytiour   of    the    French   snhlWrs    on    that 


occasion — /  industriously  seek  another 
combat  with  the  old  Gascon,  and  vanquish 
him  in  my  turn — our  regiment  is  put  into 
winter-quarters  at  Rheims,  where  I  find 
my  friend  Strap — our  recognition — he 
supplies  me  with  money,  and  procures 
my  discharge — we  take  a  trip  to  Pans ; 
from  whence,  by  the  way  of  Flanders,  ice 
set  out  for  London,  where  we  safely 
arrive. 

He  was  disconcerted  at  this  declaration,  to 
which  he  made  no  reply,  but  repaired  to  the 
dancers,  among  whom  he  recounted  liis  vic- 
tory, with  many  exaggerations  and  gnscou' 
ades,  while  I,  taking  up  my  sword,  went  to 
my  quarters,  and  examined  my  wound,  which 
I  found  was  of  no  consequence.  The  same 
day,  an  Irish  drummer,  having  heard  of  my 
misfortune,  visited  me,  and,  after  having 
condoled  me  on  the  chance  of  war,  gave  me 
to  understand,  that  he  was  master  of  the 
sword,  and  would,  in  a  very  sliort  time, 
instruct  me  so  thoroughly  in  that  noble 
science,  that  I  should  be  able  to  chastise  the 
old  Gascon  for  his  insolent  boasting  at  my 
expense.  This  friendly  office  he  proffered, 
on  pretence  of  the  regard  he  had  for  his 
countryman ;  but  I  atlervv'ards  learned  the 
true  motive  was  no  other  than  a  jealousy  he 
entertained  of  a  correspondence  between  the 
Frenchman  and  his  wife,  which  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  resent  in  person.  Be  this  as 
it  will,  I  accepted  his  offer,  and  practised  his 
lessons  with  such  application,  that  I  soon 
believed  myself  a  match  for  my  conqueror. 
In  the  mean  time,  we  continued  our  march, 
and  arrived  at  the  camp  of  Mareschal 
Noailles,  the  night  before  the  battle  of  Det- 
tingen. Notwithstanding  the  fatigue  we 
had  undergone,  our  regiment  was  one  of 
those  that  were  ordered  next  day  to  cross 
the  river,  under  the  command  of  tlie  Due  de 
Gramont,  to  take  possession  of  a  narrov/ 
defile,  through  which  the  allies  must  of 
necessity  iiave  passed  at  a  great  disadvantage, 
or  remain  where  they  were,  and  perish  tor 
want  of  provision,  if  they  would  not  conde- 
scend to  surrender  at  discretion.  How  they 
suffered  themselves  to  be  pent  up  in  this 
manner,  it  is  not  my  province  to  relate :  I 
shall  only  observe,  that,  when  wo  had  taken 
possession  of  our  ground,  I  heard  an  old 
officer,  in  conversation  with  another,  express 
a  surprise  at  the  conduct  of  Lord  Stair,  who 
had  tiie  reputation  of  a  good  general.  But  it 
seems,  at  this  time,  that  nobleman  was  over- 
ruled,  and  only  acted  in  an  inferior  character  ; 
so  that  no  part  of  the  blame  could  bo 
imputed  to  him,  who  declared  his  disappro- 
bation  of  the  step,  in  consequence  of  which 
tlie  wiiole  army  was  in  the  utmost  danger; 
but  providence  or  destiny  acted  miracles  in 
their  behalf,  by  disposing  the  Due  de  Gra 
mont  to  quit  his  advantageous  post,  pass  the 
defile,  and   attack   the   English,    who   WRrr 
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rtrawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the  plain,  and 
>vho  handled  iis  so  roughly,  that,  a'ter  having 
lost  a  great  number  of  men,  we  turned  our 
backs  without  ceremony,  and  fled  with  such 
precipitation,  that  many  hundreds  perished 
in  the  river,  through  pure  fear  and  confusion  ; 
for  the  enemy  was  so  generous,  that  they  did 
not  pursue  us  one  inch  of  ground  ;  and  if  our 
consternation  would  have  permitted,  we 
might  have  retreated  with  great  order  and 
deliberation.  But,  notwithstanding  the  royal 
clemency  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  who 
headed  the  allies  in  person,  and,  no  doubt, 
put  a  stop  to  the  carnage,  our  loss  amounted 
to  5000  men,  among  whom  were  many 
officers  of  distinction.  Our  miscarriage 
opened  a  passage  for  the  foe  to  Ilanau, 
whither  they  immediately  marched,  leaving 
their  sick  and  wounded  to  the  care  of  the 
French,  who  next  day  took  possession  of 
the  field  of  battle,  buried  the  dead,  and 
treated  the  living  with  humanity.  This  cir- 
cumstance was  a  great  consolation  to  us, 
who  thence  took  occasion  to  claim  the 
victory  ;  and  the  genius  of  the  French  nation 
never  appeared  more  conspicuous  than  now, 
in  tlie  rhod  jmontades  they  uttered  on  the 
subject  of  their  generosity  and  courage : 
every  man  (by  his  own  account)  performed 
feats  that  eclipsed  all  the  heroes  of  antiquity. 
One  compared  himself  to  a  lion  retiring  at 
leisure  from  his  cowardly  pursuers,  who  keep 
at  a  wary  distance,  and  gall  him  with  their 
darts.  Another  likened  himself  to  a  bear 
that  retreats  with  his  face  to  the  enemy,  who 
dare  not  assail  him ;  and  the  third  assumed 
the  character  of  a  desperate  stag,  that  turns 
upon  the  hounds  and  keeps  them  at  bay. 
There  was  not  a  private  soldier  engaged, 
who  had  not,  by  the  prowess  of  his  single 
arm,  demolished  a  whole  platoon,  or  put  a 
squadron  of  horse  to  flight  ;  and,  among 
others,  the  meagre  Gascon  extolled  his  ex- 
ploits above  those  of  Hercules  or  Charle- 
magne. As  I  still  retained  my  resentment 
for  the  disgrace  I  sufl^ered  in  my  last  rencontre 
with  hiiTi,  and,  now  that  I  thought  myself 
qualified,  longed  for  an  opportunity  to  retrieve 
my  honour,  I  magnified  the  valour  of  the 
English  with  all  the  hyperboles  I  could 
imagine,  and  decried  the  pusillanimity  of 
the  French  in  the  same  style,  comparing 
them  to  hares  flying  before  grey-hounds,  or 
mice  pursued  by  cats  ;  and  passed  an  ironical 
compliment  on  the  speed  he  exerted  in  his 
flight,  which,  considering  his  age  and  infirm- 
ities, I  said  was  surprising.  He  was  stung 
to  the  quick  by  this  sarcasm,  and,  with  an  air 
of  threatening  disdain,  bade  me  know  myself 
better,  and  remember  the  correction  I  had 
lately  received  from  him  for  my  insolence  ; 
for  he  might  not  always  be  in  the  humour  of 
Kparing  a  wretch  who  abused  his  goodness. 
To  this  inuendo  I  made  no  reply,  but  by  a 
kick  in  the  breech  which  overturned  him  in 
tn   instant.     He   started  uo  witii  wonderful 


agility,  and,  drawing  hii  sword,  attacked  r<e 
with  great  fury  ;  several  people  interposed  ? 
but  when  he  informed  them  of  its  being  an 
affair  of  honour,  they  retired,  and  left  us  to 
decide  the  battle  by  ourselves.  I  sustained 
his  onset  with  little  damage,  having  only  re. 
ceived  a  small  scratch  on  my  right  shoulder 
and  seeing  his  breath  and  vigour  almost  ex- 
hausted,  assaulted  him  in  my  turn,  closed 
with  him,  and  wrested  his  sv/ord  out  of  his 
hand  in  the  struggle.  Having  thus  acquired 
the  victory,  I  desired  him  to  beg  his  life  ; 
to  which  demand  he  made  no  answer,  but 
shrugged  up  his  shoulders  to  his  ears, 
expanded  his  hands,  elevated  the  skin  on  hie 
forehead  and  eye-brows,  and  depressed  the 
corners  of  his  mouth  in  such  a  manner,  that 
I  could  scarce  refrain  from  laughing  aloud 
at  his  grotesque  appearance.  That  1  might, 
however,  mortify  his  vanity,  which  triumphed 
without  bounds  over  my  misfortune,  I  thrust 
his  sword  up  to  the  hilt  in  something  (it  was 
not  a  tansy)  that  lay  smoking  on  the  plain, 
and  joined  the  rest  of  the  soldiers  with  an  air 
of  tranquillity  and  indifference. 

There  was  nothing  more  of  moment 
attempted  by  either  of  the  armies  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  campaign,  which  being 
ended,  the  English  marched  back  to  the 
Netherlands  ;  part  of  our  army  was  detached 
to  French  Flanders,  and  our  regiment  or- 
dered into  winter  quarters  in  Champagne. 
It  was  the  fate  of  the  grenadier  company,  to 
which  I  now  belonged,  to  lie  at  Rheims. 
where  I  found  myself  in  the  utmost  want  of 
every  thing  ;  my  pay,  which  amounted  to  five 
sols  a-day,  far  from  supplying  me  with 
necessaries,  being  scarce  sufficient  to  procure 
a  wretched  subsistence,  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together  :  so  that  I  was,  by  hunger  and 
hard  duty,  brought  down  to  the  meagre  con- 
dition of  my  fellow-soldiers,  and  my  linen 
reduced  from  three  tolerable  shirts,  to  two 
pair  of  sleeves  and  necks,  the  bodies  having 
been  long  ago  converted  into  spatterdashes  ; 
and  afler  all,  I  was  better  provided  than  any 
private  man  in  the  regiment.  In  tliia 
urgency  of  my  affairs,  I  wrote  to  my  uncle  in 
England,  though  my  hope-s  from  that  quarter 
were  not  at  all  sang  line,  for  the  reasons  I 
have  already  explained  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  had  recourse  to  my  old  remedy, 
patience,  consoling  myself  with  the  flattering 
suggestions  of  a  lively  imagination,  thai 
never  abandoned  mo  in  my  distress. 

One  day,  while  I  stood  sentinel  at  the  gate 
of  a  general  officer,  a  certain  nobleman  came 
to  the  door,  followed  by  a  gentleman  in 
mourning,  to  whom,  at  parting,  I  heard  him 
saying, — "  You  may  depend  upon  my  good 
offices."  Tills  assurance  was  answered  by 
a  low  bow  of  the  person  in  black,  who, 
turning  to  go  away,  discovered  to  me  the 
individual  countenance  of  my  old  friend  and 
adherent  Strap.  I  was  so  much  astonished 
at  the  sight,  that  I  lost  the  power  of  utterance, 
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and,  bjtbro  I  cou/i  recollect  myself,  he  was 
pone  witiioiit  tskin^f  n.ny  notice  of  me. 
Indeed,  liad  lie  stiid,  I  scarcely  should  have 
ventured  to  p.ccost  him;  because,  thoui^rli  I 
was  perfc(;tly  well  acquainted  with  the 
features  of  his  face,  I  coidd  not  be  i)ositively 
cortaiii  as  to  the  rest  of  his  person,  which 
was  very  much  altered  for  the  better  since 
he  left  me  at  London  ;  neither  could  I  per- 
ceive by  what  means  he  was  enabled  to 
appear  in  the  sphere  of  a  fjentleman,  to 
which,  while  I  knew  him,  ho  had  not  even 
the  ambition  to  aspire,  liut  I  was  too  much 
concerned  in  the  affair  to  nerflect  further 
information,  and  therefore  took  the  first 
opportunity  of  ;isking  the  porter  if  he  knew 
the  frentlemon  to  whom  the  marquis  spoke. 
The  Swiss  told  mo,  his  name  was  Monsieur 
d'Estrapes  ;  that  he  had  been  valet-de- 
chambre  to  an  English  gentleman  lately 
deceased ;  and  that  he  was  very  much 
regarded  by  the  marquis  for  his  fidelity  to 
his  master,  between  wiiom  and  that  nobleman 
a  very  intimate  friendship  had  subsisted. 
Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than 
this  piece  of  intelligence,  which  banished  all 
doubt  of  its  being  my  friend,  who  had  found 
means  to  frenchify  his  name  as  well  as  his 
behaviour  since  we  parted.  As  soon,  there- 
fore, a«  I  was  relieved,  I  went  to  his  lodging, 
according  to  a  direction  given  me  by  the 
Swiss,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  him 
p.t  home.  That  I  might  surprise  him  the 
•Jiore,  I  concealed  my  name  and  business, 
and  only  desired  the  servant  of  the  house  to 
:ell  Monsieur  d'Estrapes,  that  I  begged  the 
*!onour  of  half  an  hour's  conversation  with 
him.  He  was  confounded  and  dismayed  at 
the  message,  when  he  understood  it  was  sent 
?y  a  soldier.  Though  he  was  conscious  to 
nimselfof  no  crime,  all  that  he  had  heard  of 
'he  Bastile  appeared  to  his  imagination  with 
tggravated  horror,  and  it  was  not  before  I 
Jiad  waited  a  considerable  time,  that  he  had 
resolution  enough  to  bid  the  servant  show 
me  up  stairs.  When  I  entered  his  chamber, 
he  returned  my  bow  with  great  civility,  and 
endeavoured,  with  forced  complaisance,  to 
disguise  his  fear,  which  appeared  in  the 
paleness  of  his  face,  the  wildness  of  his  looks, 
and  the  shaking  of  his  limbs.  I  was  diverted 
at  his  consternation,  which  redoubled,  when 
I  told  him  in  French,  I  had  business  for  his 
private  ear,  and  demanded  a  particular 
audience.  The  valet  being  withdrawn,  I 
asked  in  the  same  language,  if  his  name  was 
d'Estrapes]  to  which  he  answered,  with  a 
'aultering  tongue, — "  The  same,  at  your  ser- 
ncc."     "  Are   you   a  Frenchman  ]"  said  I. 

•  I  have  not  the  honour  of  beinga  Frenchman 
born,"  replied  he,  "  but  I  have  an  infinite 
veneration  for  the  country."  I  then  desired 
he  would  do  me  the  honour  to  look  at  me  ; 
which  he  no  sooner  did,  than,  struck  with 
my  appearance,  he  started  back,  and  cried  in 

English, — '•()  .Tesns  !  sure  it  can't  !  no,  'tis 


impossible!"  I  smiled  at  his  interjections, 
saying, — "  I  suppose  you  arc  too  much  of  a 
gentleman  to  own  your  friend  in  adversity." 
When  he  heard  me  pronounce  these  words 
in  our  own  language,  he  leaped  upon  me  in 
a  transport  of  joy,  hung  about  my  neck, 
kissed  me  from  ear  to  ear,  and  blubbered  like 
a  great  school-boy  who  had  been  whipt. 
Then  observing  my  dress,  ho  set  up  his 
throat,  crying, — "O  Lord!  ()  Lord!  that 
ever  I  should  live  to  see  my  dearest  friend 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  foot-soldier  in 
the  French  service  !  why  did  you  consent  to 
my  leaving  you  1  But  I  know  the  reason — 
you  thougiit  you  had  got  more  creditable 
friends,  and  grew  ashamed  of  my  acquaintance. 
Ah  !  Lord  help  us  !  though  I  was  a  little  .short- 
sighted, I  was  not  altogether  blind  :  and 
though  I  did  not  complain,  I  was  not  the  less 
sensible  of  your  uukindness,  which  was 
indeed  the  only  thing  that  induced  me  to 
ramble  abroad,  the  Lord  knows  whither;  but 
I  must  own  it  has  been  a  lucky  ramble  for 
me,  and  so  I  forgive  you,  and  may  God  for- 
give you. — O  Lord  !  ()  Lord  !  is  it  come  to 
thisl"  I  was  nettled  at  the  charge,  which, 
though  just,  I  could  not  help  thinking 
unseasonable,  and  told  him  with  some  tart- 
ness, that,  whether  his  suspicions  were  well 
or  ill  grounded,  he  might  have  chosen  a  more 
convenient  ojtportnnity  of  introducing  them  ; 
and  that  the  (piestion  now  was,  whether  or 
not  he  found  himself  disposed  to  lend  me  any 
assistance! — "Disposed!"  replied  he,  with 
great  emotion,  "  I  thought  you  had  known 
me  so  well,  as  to  assure  yourself,  without 
asking,  that  I  and  all  that  belongs  to  me  are 
at  yoia*  command.  In  the  mean  time,  yon 
shall  dine  with  me,  and  I  will  tell  you  some- 
thing that  perhaps  will  not  bo  displeasing 
unto  you."  Then  wringing  my  hand,  he 
said — "  It  makes  my  heart  bleed  to  see  you 
in  that  garb."  I  thanked  him  for  his  invita- 
tion, which,  I  observed,  conhl  not  be  unwel- 
come to  a  person  who  had  not  eaten  a 
comfortable  meal  these  ecvcn  months  :  but  1 
had  another  request  to  make,  which  I  begged 
he  would  grant  before  ditmer,  and  that  was 
the  loan  of  a  shirt ;  for  though  my  ))ack  had 
been  many  weeks  a  stranger  to  any  comfort 
of  that  kind,  my  skin  was  not  yet  familiarized 
to  the  want  of  it.  He  stared  in  my  face, 
with  a  woful  countenance,  at  this  declaration, 
which  he  could  scarce  believe,  until  I 
explained  it,  by  unbuttoning  my  coat,  and 
disclosing  my  naked  body  ;  a  circumstance 
that  shocked  the  tender-hearted  Strap,  who, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  ran  to  a  chest  of 
drawers,  and,  taking  out  some  linen,  pre- 
sented to  me  a  very  fine  milled  holland  shirt, 
and  cambrick  neckcloth,  assuring  me  he  had 
three  dozen  of  the  same  kind  at  my  service. 
I  was  ravished  at  this  piece  of  good  news, 
and  having  accommodated  myself  in  8 
moment,  hugged  my  benefactor  for  hi? 
generous  offer,  saying,  I  was    overjoVeH  to 
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find  him  ■  u„debauched  by  prosperity,  which 
Beldom  Mlby  ^^  corrupt  the  heart.     He  be- 
spoke for  diii..,^ie].  gome  soup  and  bouille,  a 
couple   of  pulle  ,.t,g   roasted,    and    a   dish    of 
asparagus,  and  in  .^jje  interim  entertained  me 
witli   biscuit   and    ^T^urgundy;    after    which 
repast,  he  entreated  mt,.  ^q  gratify  his  longing 
desire  of  knowing  every  ci,;rcumstance  of  my 
fortune  since   his   departure   v,  from    London. 
This  request  I  complied  with,  v^v^^inning  at 
the  adventure  of  Gawky,  and  relatin^o-  every 
particular  event  in  which  I  had  been  cu^i- 
cerned  from  tiiat  day  to  the  present  hour.' 
During  tiie  recital,  my  friend  was  strongly 
affected,  according  to  the  various  situations 
described  :  he  started  with  surprise,  glowed 
with  indignation,  gaped  with  curiosity,  smiled 
vvitli  pleasure,  trembled  with  fear,  and  wept 
vvitli  sorrow,  as  the  vicissitudes  of  my  life 
inspired  these  different  passions  :  and,  when 
my  story  was  ended,  signified  his  amazement 
on  tiie   whole,  by  lifting  up  his  eyes  and 
hands,  and  protesting,  that,  though  I  was  a 
young  man,  I  had  suffered  more  than  all  the 
blessed  martyrs. 

After  dinner,  I  desired,  in  my  turn,  to 
know  the  particulars  of  his  peregrination, 
and  he  satisfied  me  in  a  ivw  v/ords,  by  giving 
me  to  understand  that  he  had  lived  a  year  at 
Paris  with  his  master,  who  in  that  time  hav- 
ing acquired  the  language,  as  well  as  the 
fashionable  exercises  to  perfection,  made  a 
tour  of  France  and  Holland,  during  which 
excursion  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  meet 
with  three  of  his  own  countrymen  on  their 
travels,  in  whose  company  he  committed 
such  excesses,  that  his  constitution  failed, 
and  he  fell  into  a  consumption ;  that,  by  the 
advice  of  his  physicians,  he  went  to  Mont- 
pelier  for  the  benefit  of  good  air,  and 
recovered  so  well  in  six  weeks,  that  he 
returned  to  Rheims,  seemingly  in  good 
health,  where  he  had  not  continued  above  a 
month,  when  he  was  seized  with  a  looseness, 
that  carried  him  off  in  ten  days,  to  the 
unspeakable  sorrow  of  all  who  knew  him, 
and  especially  of  Strap,  who  had  been  very 
happy  in  his  service,  and  given  such  satis- 
faction, that  his  master,  on  liis  deathbed, 
recommended  him  to  several  persons  of 
distinction,  for  his  diligence,  sobriety,  and 
affection,  and  loft  him  by  will  his  wearing 
apparel,  gold  watch,  sword,  rings,  ready 
money,  and  all  the  movables  he  had  in 
France,  to  tlie  value  of  three  hundred 
pounds, — "  Which  I  now,"  said  he,  "  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  man,  surrender  to  your 
absohite  disposal;  here  are  my  keys,  take 
them,  I  beseech  you,  and  God  give  you  joy  of 
the  possession."  My  brain  was  almost 
turned  by  this  sudden  change  of  fortune, 
which  I  could  scarce  believe  real  ;  however, 
I  positively  refiised  this  extravagant  proffer 
of  my  friend,  and  put  him  in  mind  of  my 
ueing  a  soldier;  at  which  hint  he  started, 
.•rying. — "  Odso  I  that's  true,  we  must  pro- 


cure your  discharge.     I  have  some  inieresi 

with  a  nobleman  who  is  able  to  do  me  thai 

favour."     We  consulted  about  this  affair,  and 

it  was  determined,  that  Monsieur  d'Estrapes 

should  wait  upou  the  marquis  in  the  morning, 

and  tell  him  lie  had  by  accident  found  his 

brother,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  many 

years  before,  a  private  soldier  in  the  regiment 

of  Picardy,    and    implore    that    nobleman's 

interest  for  his  discharge.     In  the  mean  time 

we  enjoyed  ourselves  over  a  bottle  of  good 

j  Burgundy,  and  spent  the  evening  in  concert- 

-Ling  schemes  for  our  future  conduct,  in  case  I 

sfii-Quld  be  so  lucky  as  to  get  rid  of  the  army. 

The  bbc'.^iness  was  to  make  ourselves  easy  for 

life,   by   meui-j^s   of  his  legacy,  a  task  very 

difficult,  and,  in  the"v.',i^sual  methods  of  laying 

out  money,  altogether  iiij>ipracticable  ;  so  that, 

after  much  canvassing,  wt  ^j  could  come  to  no 

resolution  that  night,  but  \v.;:hen  we  parted, 

recommended    the    matter   to  f\  the    serious 

attention  of  each  other.     As  i«"pr  my  own 

part,  I  puzzled  my  imagination  to  n'jp  purpose. 

When  I  thought  of  turning  mercrvjmnt,  the 

smallness  of  our  stock,  and  the  risk  c^  if  seas, 

enemies,  and  markets,  deterred  me  frov-m  that  . 

scheme  :  if  I  should  settle  as  a  surgeon  Lin  my 

own  country,  I  would  find  the  business  al^g"eady 

overstocked  ;  or,  if  I  pretended  to  set  i^  ^p  in 

England,  must  labour  under  want  of  fric^nds, 

and   powerful    opposition,   obstacles    in^-nr- 

mountable    by    the     most    shining    merij^'t : 

neither  should  I  succeed  in  my  endeavoi,|^ira 

to  rise  in  the  state,  inasmuch  as  I  cot^'g  la 

neither  flatter  nor  pimp  for   courtiers,  n^'for 

prostitute  my  pen  in  defence  of  a  wicked  an„"d 

contemptible  administration.     Before  I  coulj!^  d 

form  any  feasible  project,  I  fell  asleep,  ai^^^id 

my  fancy  was  blessed  with  the  image  of  i-j^j'iy 

dear  Narcissa,  who  seemed  to  smile   upj^^on 

my  passion,  and  offer  her  hand  as  a  rew^^j^ard 

for  all  my  toils.  ^^ 

Early  in  the  morning,  I  went  to  the  loj^^.'dg- 
ings  of  my  friend,  whom  I  found  exultj^-iiig 
over  his  happy  invention;  for  I  no  sooner|gj  en- 
tered his  apartment,  than  he  addressed  l^j'^iiin- 
self  to  me  in  these  words,  with  a  smilt-]jj^  of 
self-applause  :  "  Well,  Mr  Random,  a  iu^  ycky 
thought  may  come  into  a  fool's  head  soij-gTie- 
times.     I  have  hit  it — Pll  hold  you  a  butt,  jon, 
my  plan  is  better  than  yours,   for  all  yo,jj  ur 
learning.     But  you  shall  have  the  prefeienct   "e 
in  this,  as  in  all  other  things  ;  therefore  pro'     - 
ceed,  and  let  us  know  the  effects  of  your  me- 
ditation— and  then  I  will    impart    my  own 
simple  excogitations."     I  told  him,  that  not 
one  thought  had  occurred  to  me  which  de- 
served the  least  notice,and  signified  my  im- 
patience to  be  acquainted  with  the  fruits  of 
ins  reflection. — "  As  we  have  not,"  said  he, 
*'  money  sufficient  to  maintain  us  during  a 
tedious  expectation,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  a 
bold  push  must  be  made  ;  and  I  see  none  so 
.  likely  to  succeed  as  your  appearing  in  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  (which  is  yc  ur  due), 
and  making  vour  addresses  to  some  ladv  ol 
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fortune  who  can  render  you  independent  at 
once.  Nay,  don't  stare — I  atiirni  that  this 
scheme  is  both  prudent  and  honourable :  tor  I 
would  not  have  you  throw  yourself  away 
upon  an  old  toothless  wheezing  dame,  whose 
breath  would  stink  you  into  a  consumption 
in  less  than  three  months  ;  neither  would  I 
advise  you  to  assume  the  character  of  a  weal- 
thy squire,  as  your  common  fortune  hunters 
do,  by  which  menns  many  a  poor  lady  is 
cheated  into  matrimony,  and  instead  of  en- 
joying the  pomp  and  grandeur  that  was  pro- 
mised, sees  her  dowry  seized  by  her  husband's 
rapacious  creditors,  and  herself  reduced 
to  misery  and  despair.  No,  I  know  you 
have  a  soul  that  disdains  such  imposition  ; 
and  are  master  of  qualifications  both  of 
mind  and  body,  which  alone  entitle  you  to  a 
match  that  will  set  you  above  the  world.  I 
liave  clothes  in  my  possession  that  a  duke 
need  not  be  ashamed  to  wear.  I  believe 
they  will  lit  you  as  they  are;  if  not,  there 
are  plenty  of  tailors  in  France.  Let  us  take 
a  short  trip  to  Paris,  and  provide  ourselves 
with  all  other  necessaries,  then  set  out  for 
England,  where  I  intend  to  do  myself  the 
honour  of  attending  you  in  quality  of  a  valet. 
This  expedient  will  save  the  expense  of  a  ser- 
vant, shaving  and  dressing;  and  1  doubt  not 
but,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  we  shall  bring 
matters  to  a  speedy  and  fortunate  issue." 
Extravagant  as  this  proposa.  was,  I  listened 
to  it  with  pleasure,  because  it  flattered  my 
'.  anily,  and  indulged  a  ridiculous  hope  I  be- 
gan to  entertain  of  my  inspiring  Narcissa 
with  a  mutual  flame. 

Atler  breakfast,  Monsieur  d'Estrapes  went 
.o  pay  his  devoirs  to  the  marquis,  and  was  so 
successful  in  his  application,  that  I  obtained 
a  discharge  in  a  few  days  :  upon  which  we 
set  out  for  Paris.  Here  I  had  time  to  reflect 
and  congratulate  myself  upon  this  sudden 
transition  of  fate,  which  to  bear  with  mode- 
ration, required  some  degree  of  ))hilosophy 
and  self-denial.  This  truth  will  be  more 
obvious,  if  I  give  a  detail  of  the  particulars, 
to  the  quiet  possession  of  which  I  was  raised 
in  an  instant,  from  the  most  abject  misery 
and  contempt.  My  wardrobe  consisted  of 
five  fashionable  coats  full  mounted,  two  of 
which  were  plain,  one  of  cut  velvet,  one 
trimmed  with  gold,  and  another  with  silver 
iace  ;  two  frocks,  one  of  white  drab  with 
large  plate  buttons,  the  other  of  blue  with 
gold  bindings  ;  one  waistcoat  of  gold  brocade, 
one  of  blue  satin  embroidered  with  silver, 
one  of  green  silk  trimmed  with  broad  figured 
gold  lace,  one  of  black  silk  with  fringes,  one 
of  white  satin,  one  of  black  cloth,  and  one  of 
ecarlet ;  six  pairs  of  cloth  breeches,  one  pair 
of  crimson,  and  another  of  black  velvet ; 
twelve  pairs  of  white  silk  stockings,  as  many 
of  black  silk,  and  the  same  number  of  fine 
cotton  ;  one  hat  laced  with  gold  point  d^Es- 
vos^ne,  anotlirr  with  silver  lace  scolloped,  a 
third  with  gold  binding,  and  a  fourtii  ])lain  ; 
4  K* 


three  dozen  of  fine  ruffled  shirts,  as  many 
neckcloths  ;  one  dozen  of  cambrick  handker- 
chiefs, and  the  like  number  of  silk.  The 
other  movables  which  I  possessed,  by  tho 
generosity  and  friendship  of  Strap,  were  a 
gold  watch,  with  a  chased  case,  two  v&luable 
diamond  rings,  two  mourning  swords,  one 
with  a  silver  handle,  and  a  fourth  cut  stcei 
inlaid  with  gold,  a  diamond  stock-buckle, 
and  a  set  of  stone  buckles  for  the  knees  and 
shoes  ;  a  pair  of  silver  mounted  pistols  with 
rich  housings ;  a  gold-headed  cane,  and  a 
snuff-box  of  tortoise-shell  mounted  with  gold, 
having  the  picture  of  a  lady  on  the  top.  The 
g-entleman  left  many  other  things  of  value, 
which  my  friend  had  converted  into  cash 
before  I  met  with  him  ;  so  that,  over  and 
above  these  particulars,  our  stock  in  ready 
money  amounted  to  something  more  than  two 
hundred  pounds. 

Thus  equipped,  I  put  on  the  gentleman 
of  figure,  and,  attended  by  my  honest 
friend,  who  was  contented  with  the  station 
of  my  valet,  visited  the  Louvre,  examined 
the  gallery  of  Luxembourg,  and  appeared  at 
Versailles,  where  I  had  the  honour  of  seeing 
his  most  Christian  majesty  eat  a  considerable 
quantity  of  olives.  During  the  month  I  spent 
at  Paris,  I  went  several  times  to  court,  the 
Italian  comedy,  opera,  and  play-house,  danced 
at  a  masquerade,  and,  in  short,  saw  every  thing 
remarkable  in  and  about  that  capital.  Tlien 
we  set  out  for  England  by  the  way  of  Flanders, 
passed  through  lirussels,  Ghent,  and  Bruges, 
and  took  shipping  at  Ostend,  from  whence  in 
fourteen  hours  we  arrived  at  Deal,  hired  a 
post-chaise,  and  in  twelve  hours  more  got 
safe  to  London,  having  disposed  of  our  heavy 
baggage  in  the  waggon. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 

/  inquire  for  my  uncle,  and  understand  fie. 
is  gone  to  sea — take  lodi^ings  at  Charing 
cross — go  to  the  platj,  where  I  meet  with 
an  adventure — di7re  at  an  ordinary;  the 
guests  described — become  acquainted  with 
Medlar  and  Doctor  Wagtail. 

As  soon  as  we  alighted  at  the  inn,  I  dis- 
patched Strap  to  inquire  for  my  uncle,  at 
the  Union-flag  in  Wapping:  and  he  returned 
in  a  little  time,  with  an  account  of  Mr  Row- 
ling's having  gone  to  sea,  mate  of  a  merchant- 
ship,  after  a  long  and  unsuccessful  application 
and  attendance  at  the  Admiralty :  where  it 
seems,  thr.  mterest  he  depended  upon  was 
not  sufficient  to  reinstate  him,  or  recover  the 
pay  that  was  due  to  him  when  he  quitted  the 
Thunder. 

Next  day  I  hired  very  handsome  lodgings 
not  far  from  Charing-cross  ;  and,  in  the 
evening,  dressed  myself  in  a  plain  suit  of 
the  true  Paris  cut,  and  appeared  in  a  front 
box  at  the  phiy,  when;  I  saw  a  good  deal  of 
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company,  and  was  vain  enough  to  believe 
that   I   was    observed   with    an    uncommon 
-Jegree  of  attention  and  applause.     This  silly- 
conceit  intoxicated  me  so  much,  tliat  I  was 
o-uilty  of  a  thousand  ridiculous  coquetries  ; 
and  I  dare  say,   how  favourable  soever  the 
thoughts  of  the   company  might  be  at  my 
tirst  appearance,  they  were  soon  changed,  by 
my  absurd  behaviour,  into  pity  or  contempt. 
I  rose  and  sat  down,  covered  and  uncovered 
my  head  twenty  times  between  the  acts; 
pulled  out  my  watch,  clapped  it  to  my  ear, 
wound  it  up,  set  it,  gave  it  the  hearing  again ; 
displayed  my  snuff-box,  affected  to  take  snuff, 
.'hat  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  showing 
tny  brilliant,  and  wiped  my  nose  v/ith  a  per- 
fumed handkerchief;  then  dangled  my  cane, 
and  adjusted  my  sword  knot,  and  acted  many 
more  fooleries  of  the  same  kind,  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  the  character  of  a  pretty  fellow, 
in  the  acquiring  of  which  I  found  two  con- 
siderable   obstructions    in    rny    disposition, 
namely,  a  natural  resen'e,  and  jealous  sensi- 
bility.    Fain  would  I  have  entered  into  con- 
versation with  the  people  around  me ;  but  I 
was  restrained  by  fear  of  being  censured  for 
my  assurance,  as  well  as  by  reflecting  that  I 
was  more  entitled  to  a  compliment  of  this  kind 
from  them,  than  they  to  such  condescension 
from  a  stranger  like  me.     How  often  did  I 
redden   at  the  frequent  whispers   and  loud 
laughter  Df  my  fellow-beaux,  which  I  imagined 
were  excited  by  me  !   and  how  often  did  I 
envy  the  happy  indifference  of  those  choice 
spirits,  who  beheld  the  distress  of  the  scene, 
without   discovering  the   least  symptom  of 
approbation  or  concern  !     My  attention  was 
engaged  in  spite  of  myself,  and  I  could  not 
help  weeping  with  the  heroine  of  the  stage  : 
though  I   practised   a  great  many  shifts  to 
conceal   this    piece    of  unpolite    weakness. 
When  the  play  was  ended,  I  sat  waiting  for 
an  opportunity  of  handing  some  lady  to  her 
coach :  but  every  one  was  attended  by  such 
a  number  of   officious  gallants,   that  for  a 
long  time  I  was   balked  in  my  expectation. 
At  length,  however,  I  perceived  a  very  hand- 
some creature,  genteelly  dressed,  sitting  by 
herself  m  a  box,  at  some  distance  from  me; 
upon  which  I  went  up  to  her,  and  offered  my 
sen'ice.     Scie  seemed  to  be  in  some  confu- 
sion, thanked  me  for  my  complaisance,  and 
with  a  tender  look  declined  giving  me  the 
trouble ;  looking  at  her  watch,  and  testifying 
her  surprise  at  the  negligence  of  her  footman, 
whom  she  had  ordered  to  have  a  chair  ready 
for  her  at  that  hour.     I  repeated  my  entreaty 
with  all  the  eloquence  and  compliment  I  was 
master  of;   and,  m  the  event,  she  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  of  a  proposal  I  made,  to 
mend  my  servant  for  a  chair  or  coach  :  accord- 
ingly, Strap  was  detached  for  that  purpose, 
end  returned  without  succeeding  :    by  this 
time  the  playhouse  was  quite  empty,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  retire.     As  I  led  her  through 
U.'c   pasrage,   I   observed  five  cr  six  young 


fellows  of  fashion,  standing  in  a  cornei>  ona 
of  whom,  as  I  thought,  tipt  my  charmer  the 
wink,  and  when  we  were  past,  I  heard  them 
set  up  a  loud  laugh.     This  note  aroused  my 
attention,    and  I  was  resolved   to  be   fully 
satisfied  of  this   lady's  character,   before   I 
should  have  any  nearer  connection  with  her. 
As  no  convenience  appeared,  I  proposed  to 
conduct  her  to  a  tavern,  where  we  might 
stay  a  few  minutes,  till   my  servant  could 
fetch  a  coach  from  the  Strand.     She  seemed 
particularly  shy  of  trusting  herself  in  a  tavern 
with  a  stranger ;  but  at  last  yielded  to  m.y 
pathetic  remonstrances,  rather  than  endanger 
her   health,   by  remaining  in   a  cold  damp 
thoroughfare.     Having  thus  far  succeeded,  I 
begged  to   know  what  wine  she  would  be 
pleased  to  drink  a  glass  of;  but  she  professed 
the  greatest  aversion  to  all  sorts  of  strong 
liquors  ;  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that 
I  could  persuade  her  to  eat  a  jelly.     In  the 
mean   time,   I  endeavoured  to  alleviate  the 
uneasiness  she  discovered,  by  saying  all  the 
agreeable  things  I  could  think  of;  at  which 
she  would  often  sigh,  and  regard  me  with  a 
languishing  look,  that  seemed,  however,  too 
near  akin  to  the  lewd  leer  of  a  courtezan. 
This  discovery,  added  to  my  former  suspicion, 
while  it  put  me  upon  my  guard  against  her 
arts,  divested  me  of  reserve,  and  enabled  me 
to  entertain  her  with  gaiety  and  freedom. 
In  the  course  of  our  conversation,  I  pressed 
her  to  allow  me  the  honour  of  waiting  upon 
her  next  day  at  her  lodgings  ;  a  request  which 
she,  with   many   apologies,   refused,  lest  it 
should  give  umbrage  to  Sir  John,  who  was 
of  a  disposition  apt  to  be  fretted  with  trifles. 
This  information,  by  which  I  was  to  understand 
tnat  her  husband  was  a  knight,  did  not  check 
my  addresses,  which  became  more  and  more 
importunate,  and  I  was  even  hardy  enough 
to  ravish  a  kiss.     But,  O  heavens!  instead  of 
banqueting  on  the  ambrosial  flavour  that  her 
delicacy    of    complexion    promised,    I   was 
almost  suffocated  with  the  steams  of  geneva  ! 
An  exhalation   of  this  kind,  from  a  mouth 
which   had    just   before    declared   an    utter 
abhorrence  of  all  spirituous  liquors,  not  only 
changed  mv   doubts  into  certainty,  but  my 
raptures  into  loathing;  and   it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  me  to  have  preserved 
common  complaisance  five  minutes  longer, 
when  mv  servant  returned  with  the  coach. 
I  took  the  advantage  of  this  occasion,  and 
presented  my  hand  to  the  lady,  who  put  in 
practice  against  me  the  whole  artillery  of 
her  charms,  ogling,  languishing,  sighing  and 
squeezing,  with  so  little  reserve,  that  Strap 
perceived   her  tenderness,    and   rubbed    his 
hands  with  joy  as  he  followed  us  to  the  door ; 
but  I  was  proof  against  all  her  endearments, 
and  handed  her  into  the  coach  with  an  inten- 
tion   to   take    my  leave  immediately.     She 
guessed  my  design,   and  invited  me  to  her 
house,  whispering,  that  now  Sir  John  waa 
ofone  to  bed,  she  :ould  have  the  pleasure  oA 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


i:>l 


my  conversation  for  lialf  an  liour  without 
interruption.  I  told  her,  there  was  no  mor- 
tification I  would  not  under^ro,  rather  tiian 
endanorcr  the  repose  of  lier  ladyship  ;  and, 
iiiddinjif  tiie  coachman  drive  on,  wished  her 
a  good  ni^iit.  She  lost  all  temper  at  my 
inditierence,  and  stopping  the  coach  at  the 
distance  of  about  twenty  yards  from  nie, 
popped  out  her  iiead,  and  bawled,  with  the 
lungs  of  a  tish-woinan — "  D — n  you,  you  dog, 
wont  you  pay  the  coach-hire?"  As  I  made 
no  answer,  she  held  torth  against  me  with 
nn  eloquence  peculiar  to  herself;  calling  me 
pitiful  fellow,  scoundrel,  and  an  hundred  such 
appellations;  concluding,  with  an  oath,  that 
for  all  my  appearance,  she  believed  I  had  got 
no  money  in  my  pocket. 

Having  thus  vented  her  indignation,  she 
ordered  the  coachman  to  proceed,  and  I 
returned  to  tiie  tavern,  where  I  besjjoke 
Kometliing  for  supper,  very  well  pleased  at 
the  issue  of  this  adventure.  I  dispensed 
with  the  attendance  of  the  waiter  at  table, 
on  pretence  that  my  own  servant  was  present ; 
and  when  we  were  alone,  said  to  Strap, 
— "  Well,  Monsieur  d'Estrapes,  what  do  you 
think  of  this  lady]"  My  friend,  who  had 
not  opened  his  mouth  since  her  departure, 
could  make  no  other  reply  than  the  mono- 
Byllable  "Think!"  which  he  pronounced 
with  a  note  of  fear  and  astonishment.  Sur- 
prised at  this  emphasis,  I  surveyed  my  valet, 
and  perceiving  a  wildness  in  his  looks,  asked 
if  he  had  seen  his  grandfather's  ghost  ] 
— "  Ghost  !"  said  he,  "  I  am  sure  I  have 
seen  a  devil  incarnate  !  Who  would  have 
thought  that  so  much  devilish  malice  and 
Billingsgate  could  lurk  under  such  sweetness 
of  countenance  and  modesty  of  behaviour  J 
Ah  !  God  help  us !  Fronti  nulla  fides — 
nimium  ne  crede  colori — but  we  ought  to 
down  on  our  knees,  and  bless  God  for  deliver- 
ing us  from  the  jaws  of  that  painted  sepul- 
chre." I  was  pretty  much  of  Strap's  opinion, 
and  though  I  did  not  believe  myself  in  any 
danger  from  the  allurements  of  that  sister- 
hood, I  determined  to  act  with  great  circum- 
spection for  the  future,  and  shun  all  commerce 
of  that  kind,  as  equally  prejudicial  to  my 
purse  and  constitution. 

My  next  care  was  to  introduce  myself  into 
a  set  of  good  acquaintaince  ;  for  which  pur- 
pose I  frequented  a  certain  coilee-house, 
noted  for  the  resort  of  good  company,  English 
as  well  as  foreigners,  where  my  appearance 
procured  all  the  civilities  and  advances  I 
could  desire.  As  there  was  an  ordinary  in 
the  same  house,  I  went  up  stairs  to  dinner 
with  the  other  guests,  and  found  myself  at  a 
table  with  thirteen  people,  the  greatest  part 
of  whom  were  better  dressed  than  myself. 
The  conversation,  which  was  mostly  carried 
on  in  French,  turned  chiefly  on  politics  ;  and 
I  soon  found  the  whole  company  was  in  the 
French  interest,  myself  excepted,  and  a  testy 
old  gentleman,  who  contradicted  every  thing 


that  was  advanced  in    favour   of  his    uioyt 
Christian    majesty,    with   a   surliness   truly 
English.     But  this  trusty  patriot,  who  had 
never  been  out  of  his  own  country,  and  drew 
all  Ills  maxims  and   notions  from  prejudice 
and  hearsay,  was  very  unequal  to  his  antago- 
nists, who  were  superior  to  him  in  learning 
and  experience,  and  often  took  the  liberty  cf 
travellers,  in  asserting  things  which  were  not 
strictly  true,  because  they  thought  themsel vea 
in  no  danger  of  being  detected  by  him.     The 
claim  of  the  queen  of  Spain  to  the  Austrian 
dominions  in  Italy,  was  fully  explained  and 
vindicated  by  a  person  who  sat  opposite  to 
me,  and  by  the  solemnity  of  his  manner,  and 
the  richness  of  his  apparel,  seemed  to  he  a 
foreign  ambassador.     This  dissertation  pro- 
duced  another  on  the  pragmatic   sanction, 
handled  with  great  warmth  by  a  young  gen- 
tleman at  my  right  hand,  dressed  in  a  green 
frock  triumied  with  gold,  who  justified  the 
French  king  for  his  breach  of  that  contract, 
and  affirmed  that  he  could  not  have  observov! 
it  without  injuring  his  own  glory.     Althongii 
I  was  not  at  all  convinced  by  this  gentleman  s 
arguments,   I  could  not  help   admiring  his 
vivacity,  which  I  imagined  must  be  the  effect 
of  his  illustrious  birth  and  noble  education, 
and  accordingly  rated  him  in  my  conjecture 
as  a  young  prince  on  his  travels.     The  dis- 
course was  afterwards  shifted  by  an  old  gen- 
tleman, of  a  very  martial  appearance,  to  the 
last  campaign,  when  the  battle  of  Dettingen 
was  fought  over  again,  with  so  many  circum- 
stances  to  the   honour  of  the  French,  and 
disadvantage  of  the  allies,  that  I  began  to 
entertain  some  doubts   of  my  having  been 
there  in  person,  and  took  the  liberty  to  men- 
tion some  objections  to  what  he  advanced. 
This  freedom   introduced   a   dispute,  which 
lasted  a  good  while,  to  the  mortification  oi\ 
all  present ;  and  was  at  last  referred  to  the 
determination  of  a  grave  person,  whom  they 
styled  doctor,  and  who,  under  a  show  of  great 
moderation,  decided  it  against  me,  with  so 
little  regard  to  truth,  that  I  taxed  him  with 
partiality  in  pretty  severe   terms,  to  the  no 
small  entertainment  of  the  true  English  poli- 
tician, who  rejoiced  at  my  defence  of  a  cause 
he  had   so  oflen  espoused  without  success. 
My  opponent,  pleased  with   the   victory  he 
had  gained,  affected  a  great  deal  of  candour, 
and  told  me,  he  should  not  have  been  so  pos- 
itive, if  he  had  not  been  at  great  pains  to 
inform  himself  of  each  particular.    "  Indeed," 
said  he,  ♦'  I  am  convinced  that,  the  previous 
steps  considered,  things  could   not  happen 
otherwise  ;  for  we  generals  who  have  seen 
service,  though  we  may  not  be  on  the  spot 
ourselves,  knov/  by  the  least  sketch  of  th« 
disposition  what  must  be  the  event."     lie 
then  censured,  with  great  freedom,  every  cir- 
cumstance of  the  conduct  of  those  who  com- 
manded   the    allies ;    from   thence    made    a 
transition  to  the  ministry,  which  he  honoured 
with  manv  invectives,  for  employing  peopl« 
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who  had  neither  experience  nor  capacity,  to 
the  prejudice  of  old  officers  who  had  been 
distinoT.nshed  for  both  ;  dropped  many  hints 
of  his  own  importance;  and  concluded  with 
observing  that  the  French  and  Spaniards 
knew  better  how  to  value  generals  of  merit; 
the  good  effects  of  which  were  seen  in  the 
lonqnests  they  gain,  and  the  admirable  dis- 
cipline of  their  troops,  which  are  at  tlie  same 
time  better  clothed  and  paid  than  any  soldiers 
in  the  universe.  These  remarks  furnished 
the  green  knight  with  an  opportunity  of 
launching  out  in  the  praise  of  the  French 
government  in  general,  civil  as  well  as  mili- 
tary; on  which  occasion  he  made  many  odi- 
ous comparisons  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
English.  Every  body  almost  assented  to  the 
observations  he  n^.ade  ;  and  the  doctor  gave 
his  sanction,  by  saying,  the  people  in  France 
were  undoubtedly  the  happiest  subjects  in  the 
world.  I  was  so  much  astonished  and  con- 
founded at  their  infatuation  and  effrontery, 
that  I  had  not  power  to  utter  one  word  in 
oppos'rtion  to  their  assertions  ;  but  my  morose 
associate  could  not  put  up  with  the  indignity 
that  was  offered  to  Old  England,  and  there- 
fore, with  a  satirical  grin,  addressed  himself 
fo  the  general  in  these  words  : — "  Sir,  sir,  I 
nave  often  heard  it  said,  shc^s  a  villainous 
bird  that  befouls  her  own  nest.  As  for  what 
those  people  who  are  foreigners  say,  I  don't 
mind  it,  they  know  no  better ;  but  you,  who 
were  bred  and  born,  and  have  got  your  bread 
under  the  English  government,  should  have 
more  regard  to  gratitude,  as  well  as  truth,  in 
censuring  your  native  country.  If  the  min- 
istry have  thought  fit  to  lay  you  aside,  I  sup- 
pose they  have  their  own  reasons  for  so 
doing ;  and  you  ought  to  remember  that  you 
still  live  on  the  bounty  of  the  nation.  As  for 
fhese  gentlemen  (meaning  the  prince  and 
imbassador),  v/ho  make  so  free  with  the 
constitution,  laws,  and  genius  of  our  people, 
I  think  they  might  show  a  little  more  respect 
for  their  benefactors,  who,  I  must  own,  are 
to  blame,  in  harbouring,  protecting,  and  en- 
couraging such  ungrateful  vagrants  as  they 
are."  At  these  words  the  chevalier  in  green 
started  up  in  a  great  passion,  and  laying  his 
liand  on  the  hilt  of  his  hanger,  exclaimed, — 
"  Ha,  /oMire .'"  The  Englishman,  on  the 
other  hand,  graspinghis  cane,  cried, — "Don't 
foutre  me,  sirrali,  or,  by  G — d,  I'll  knock 
you  down."  The  company  interposed, — the 
Frenchman  sat  down  again,  and  his  antago- 
nist proceeded — "  Lookee,  mongieur,  you 
know  very  well,  that,  had  you  dared  to  speak 
so  freely  of  the  administration  of  your  own 
country  m  Paris,  as  you  have  done  of  ours  in 
London,  you  would  have  been  sent  to  the 
Bastile  without  ceremony,  where  you  might 
nave  rotted  in  a  dungeon,  and  never  seen  the 
light  of  the  sun  again.  Now,  sir,  take  my 
word  for  it,  although  our  constitution  screens 
US  from  such  oppression,  we  want  not  laws 
to  chastise  the  authors  of  seditious  disc>»    «e  ; 


and  if  I  hear  another  syllable  out  of  youi 
mouth,  in  contempt  or  prejudice  of  this  king 
don:,  I  will  give  you  a  convincing  proof  of 
what  I  advance,  and  have  you  laid  by  the 
heels  for  your  presumption."  This  declara- 
tion had  an  effect  on  the  company  as  suddei; 
as  surprising.  The  young  prince  became 
supple  as  a  spaniel ;  the  ambassador  trem- 
bled  ;  the  general  sat  silent  and  abashed  ;  axii 
the  doctor,  who,  it  seems,  had  felt  the  mi 
of  power,  grew  pale  as  death,  and  assured  ui 
all,  tiiat  he  had  no  intention  to  affront  any 
person  or  people.  "Your  principles,  doctor," 
resumed  the  old  gentleman,  "  are  no  secret — 
I  have  nothing  to  say  to  you  upon  that  head  r 
but  am  very  mi:ch  surprised,  that  a  man,  who 
despises  us  so  much,  should,  notwithstand- 
ing, live  among  us,  when  he  has  no  visible 
motive  for  so  doing. — Why  don't  you  take 
up  your  habitation  in  your  beloved  France, 
where  you  may  rail  at  England  without  cen- 
sure V  To  this  remonstrance  the  doctor 
thouglit  proper  to  make  no  reply  ;  and  an 
unsocial  silence  ensued  ;  which  I  perceiving, 
took  notice,  that  it  was  pity  such  idle  dis- 
putes, maintained  very  often  through  vvhim 
or  diversion,  should  create  any  misunder- 
standing among  gentlemen  of  good  sense  : 
and  proposed  to  drink  down  all  animosity  in 
anotiier  bottle.  This  motion  was  applauded 
by  the  whole  company :  the  wine  was  brought, 
and  the  English  champion  declaring  he  had 
no  spleen  against  any  man  for  differing  in 
opinion  from  him,  any  more  than  for  differ- 
ence of  complexion,  drank  to  the  good  health 
of  all  present ;  the  compliment  was  returned, 
and  the  conversation  once  more  became  un- 
reserved, though  more  general  than  before 
Among  other  topics,  the  subject  of  war  was 
introduced,  on  which  the  general  declaimed 
with  great  eloquence,  recounting  many  of  his 
own  exploits  by  way  of  illustration.  In  the 
course  of  his  harangue,  he  happened  to 
mention  the  word  epaulement ;  upon  which 
the  testy  gentleman  asked  the  meaning  of 
that  term.  "  I'll  tell  you  what  an  epaule- 
ment is,"  replied  he, — "  I  never  saw  an 
epaulement  but  once — and  that  was  at  the 
siege  of  Namur — In  a  council  of  war,  Mon- 
sieur Cohorn,  the  fimous  engineer,  affirmed 
that  the  place  could  not  be  taken."  "  Yes," 
said  the  prince  of  Vaudemont,  "  it  may  be 
taken  by  an  epaulement."  This  was  imme- 
diately put  in  execution,  and  in  twenty-four 
hoursMareschal  Boufflers  was  fain  to  capit- 
ulate." Here  he  made  a  full  stop  ;  and  the 
old  gentleman  repeated  the  question, — ''  But 
pray  what  is  an  epaulement]"  To  this  in- 
terrogation the  officer  made  no  immediate 
reply,  but  rung  the  bell,  and  called  for  a  bill, 
which  being  brought,  he  threw  down  his  pro- 
portion of  the  reckoning,  and,  telling  the 
company  he  would  show  them  an  epaule- 
ment when  his  majesty  should  think  fit  to 
entrust  him  with  the  command  of  cur  army 
abroad,  strutted  away  with  great  dignity.     I 
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could  not  imagine  why  he  was  so  shy  of  cx- 
plaiiiinjj  one  of  the  most  simple  terms  of 
rbrtiticirtion  ;  wliich  I  fortliwitli  described  as 
a  side-work  composed  cf  carlli,  gabions,  or 
lascines:  but  I  was  \ery  mncli  surprised 
when  1  afterwards  understood  that  liis  re- 
serve proceeded  from  his  ignorance.  Having 
paid  our  bill,  we  adjourned  to  tiie  cofiee-room, 
where  my  fellow-labourer  insisted  on  treating 
me  with  a  dish,  giving  me  to  understand,  at 
the  same  time,  that  1  had  acquired  his  good 
opinion,  both  with  respect  to  my  principles 
and  understanding.  1  thanked  liim  for  his 
compliment,  and,  professing  myself  an  utter 
stranger  in  tliis  part  of  the  world,  begged  lie 
would  have  the  goodness  to  inform  mo  of 
the  quality  and  characters  of  the  people  who 
dined  above.  This  request  was  a  real  favour 
to  one  of  his  disposition,  which  was  no  less 
communicative  than  curious :  he  tiierefore 
complied  with  great  satisfaction,  and  told  me, 
to  my  e.xtremc  astonishment,  that  the  sup- 
poseci  young  prince  was  a  dancer  at  one  of 
the  theatres,  and  the  ambassador  no  other 
than  a  fiddler  belonging  to  the  opera.  "  The 
doctor,"  said  he,  "  is  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  who  sometimes  appears  in  the  charac- 
ter o*'  an  officer,  and  assumes  the  name  of 
captain;  but  more  generally  takes  the  garb, 
title,  and  behaviour  of  a  physician,  in  which 
capacity  he  wlieedles  himself  into  the  confi- 
dence of  weak-minded  people,  and,  by  argu- 
ments no  less  specious  than  false,  converts 
them  from  their  religion  and  allegiance.  He 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  justice  more  than 
once  for  such  practices  ;  but  he  is  a  sly  dog, 
and  manages  matters  with  so  much  craft, 
that  hitherlo  he  has  escaped  for  a  short  im- 
prisonment. As  for  the  general,  you  may 
see  he  has  owed  his  promotion  more  to  his 
interest  than  his  capacity ;  and  now  that  the 
eyes  of  the  ministry  are  opened,  his  friends 
dead,  or  become  inconsiderable,  lie  is  struck 
off  the  list,  and  obliged  to  put  up  with 
a  yearly  pension.  In  consequence  of  this 
reduction,  he  is  become  malcontent,  and 
inveighs  against  the  government  in  all  com- 
panie's,  with  so  little  discretion,  that  I  am 
surprised  at  the  lenity  of  the  administration 
in  overlooking  his  insolence  ;  but  the  truth 
of  the  matter  is,  he  owes  his  safety  to  his 
weakness  and  want  of  importance.  He  has 
seen  a  little,  and  but  a  little  service  ;  and  yet, 
if  you  would  take  his  word  for  it,  there  has 
not  been  a  great  action  performed  in  the  field 
eince  the  revolution  in  which  he  was  not 
principally  concerned.  When  a  story  is  told 
:*f  any  great  general,  ho  immediately  matches 
it  with  one  of  himself,  tliongh  he  is  often 
unhappy  in  his  invention,  and  commits  such 
gross  blunders  in  the  detail,  that  every  body 
ia  in  pain  for  him.  Cicsar,  Pompey,  and 
Alexander  the  Great  arc  continually  in  his 
mouth  and  as  he  reads  a  good  deal,  without 
any  judgment  to  digest  it,  liis  ideas  are  con- 
fused, and  his  harangues  as  unintelligible  as 
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infinite;  for,  once  he  begins,  there  is  in 
chance  of  his  leaving  off  speaking,  while  one 
person  remains  to  yield  attention  ;  therefore, 
the  only  expedient'!  know  for  putting  a  stop 
to  his  loquacity,  is  to  lay  hold  of  some 
incongruity  he  lias  uttered,  and  demand  an 
explanation;  or  ask  the  meaning  of  some 
ditiicult  term  that  he  knows  by  name  only. 
This  method  will  effectually  put  him  to  si- 
lence, if  not  to  fiight,  as  it  happened  when  I 
inquired  about  an  epaulement.  Had  lie  been 
acquainted  with  the  signification  of  that  word, 
his  triumph  would  have  been  intolerable,  and 
we  must  have  quitted  the  field  first,  or  been 
worried  with  impertinence."  Having  thus 
gratified  my  curiosity,  the  old  gentleman  be- 
gan to  discover  his  own,  in  questions  relating 
to  myself,  to  which  I  thought  proper  to  re- 
turn ambiguous  answers.  "  I  presume,  sir," 
said  he,  "  you  have  travelled  V  I  answered, 
— "  Yes."  "  I  dare  say  you  would  find  it 
very  expensive,"  said  he.  I  replied, — "  To 
be  sure,  one  cannot  travel  without  money." 
"  Tliat  I  know  by  experience,"  said  he,  "  for 
I  myself  take  a"trip  to  Rath  or  Tunbridge 
every  season  ;  and  one  must  pay  sauce  for 
what  he  has  on  the  road,  as  well  in  other 
countries  as  in  this — That's  a  very  pretty 
stone  in  your  ring, — give  me  leave,  sir, — the 
Freneh  have  attained  a  wonderful  skill  in 
making  compositions  of  this  kind.  Why. 
now,  thie  looks  almost  as  well  as  a  diamond." 
"  Almost  as  well,  sir,"  said  I,  "  why  not  alto- 
gether'? I  am  sure  if  you  understand  any 
thing  of  jewels,  you  must  perceive  at  first 
sight  that  this  .stone  is  a  real  diamond,  and 
that  of  a  very  fine  water.  Take  it  in  your 
hand  and  examine  it."  He  did  so  with  some 
confusion,  and  returned.it,  saying, — ^^"  I  ask 
your  pardon,  I  see  it  is  a  true  brilliant  of 
immense  value."  I  imagined  his  respect  for 
me  increased  after  this  inquiry  ;  therefore,  to 
captivate  his  esteem  the  more,  I  toW  him  I 
would  show  him  a  seal  of  composition,  en- 
graved after  a  very  valuable  antique  ;  upon 
which  I  pulled  out  my  watch,  with  a  rich  gold 
chain,  adorned  with  three  seals  set  in  gold, 
and  an  opal  ring.  He  viewed  each  of  them 
with  great  eagerness,  handled  the  chain,  ad- 
mired the  chased  case,  and  observed  that  tlic 
whole  must  have  cost  me  a  vast  sum  of 
money.  I  affected  indifference,  and  replied, 
in  a  careless  manner, — "  Some  trifle  of  sixty 
or  seventy  guineas."  He  stared  in  my  faca 
some  time,  and  then  asked  me  if  I  was  an 
Englishman.  I  answered  in  the  negative. 
"  You  are  from  Ireland,  then,  sir,  I  presume," 
said  he.  I  made  the  same  reply.  "  O  !  per- 
haps," said  he,  "  you  were  born  in  one  of  our 
settlements  abroad. "  I  still  answered,  "  No." 
He  seemed  very  much  surprised,  and  said, 
he  was  sure  T  was  not  a  foreigner.  I  made 
no  reply,  but  left  him  upon  the  tenterhookH 
of  impatient  uncertainty.  He  could  not 
contain  his  anxiety,  but  askert  pardon  for  the 
liberties  he  had  taken,  and  to  encourrge  tn«t 
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the  more  to  disclose  my  situation,  displayed 
his  own  without  reserve.  "  I  am,"  said  he, 
"  a  single  man  ;  have  a  considerable  annuity, 
on  wliich  I  live  according  to  my  own  incli- 
nation, and  make  the  ends  of  the  year  meet 
very  comfortably.  As  I  have  no  estate  to 
leave  behind  me,  I  am  not  troubled  with  the 
importunate  officiousness  of  relations  o 
'egacy-hunters  ;  and  I  consider  the  world  as 
aiade  for  me,  not  me  for  the  world  :  it  is  my 
iiiaxim,  therefore,  to  enjoy  it  while  I  can,  and 
!et  futurity  shift  for  itself."  While  he  thus 
indulged  his  own  talkative  vein,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  no  doubt,  expected  a  retaliation 
from  me,  a  young  man  entered,  dressed  in 
black  velvet,  and  an  enormous  tie-wig,  with 
an  air,  in  which  natural  levity  and  affected 
solemnity  were  so  jumbled  together,  that,  on 
the  whole,  he  appeared  a  burlesque  on  all 
decorum.  Tiiis  ridiculous  oddity  danced  up 
to  the  table  at  which  we  sat,  and,  after  a 
thousand  grimaces,  asked  my  friend,  by  the 
name  of  Mr  Medlar,  if  we  were  not  engaged 
upon  business  ]  My  companion  put  on  a  surly 
rountcnance,  and  replied, — "  No  great  busi- 
ness, doctor — but  liovvever," — "  O  !  then," 
cried  the  physician,  "  I  must  beg  your  indul- 
gence a  little, — pray  pardon  me,  gentlemen. 
Sir,"  said  he,  addressing  himself  to  me, 
"  your  most  humble  servant,  I  hope  you  will 
forgive  me,  sir, — I  must  beg  the  favour  to  sit, 
sir — Sir,  I  have  something  of  consequence  to 
impart  to  my  friend  Mr  Medlar — Sir,  I  hope 
vou  will  excuse  my  freedom  in  whispering, 
sir."  Before  I  had  time  to  give  this  com- 
plaisant person  my  permission,  Mr  Medlar 
cried, — "  I'll  have  no  whispering ;  if  you  have 
any  thing  to  say  to  me,  speak  with  an  audi- 
ble voice."  The  doctor  seemed  a  little  dis- 
concerted at  this  exclamation,  and  turning 
again  to  me,  made  a  thousand  apologies  for 
])retending  to  make  a  mystery  of  any  tiling, 
a  piece  of  caution  which  he  said  was  owing 
to  his  ignorance  of  my  connection  with  Mr 
Medlar;  but,  now  he  understood  I  was  a 
friend,  he  would  communicate  what  ho  had 
to  say  in  my  hearing.  He  then  began,  after 
two  or  three  hems,  in  this  manner: — "  You 
must  know,  sir,  I  am  just  come  from  dinner 
at  my  lady  Flareit's  (then,  addressing  himself 
to  inc),  a  lady  of  quality,  sir,  at  whose  table 
1  have  the  honour  of  dining  sometimes. 
There  was  Lady  Stately,  and  my  Lady  Larum, 
and  Mrs  Dainty  and  Miss  Biddy  Gigler  ;  upon 
my  word,  a  very  good-natured  young  lady 
with  a  very  pretty  fortune,  sir.  Tiiere  were 
ft! so  m  V  Lord  Straddle,  Sir  John  Shrug,  and  Mr 
Billy  Cliatter,  who  is  actually  a  very  face- 
tious young  gentleman.  So,  sir,  her  ladyship 
feeing  me  excessively  fatigued,  for  she  was 
the  last  of  fifteen  patients  (people  of  dis- 
tinction, sir)  whom  I  had  visited  this  fore- 
noon, insisted  upon  my  staying  dinner, 
I  hough,  upon  my  word,  I  protested  I  had  no 
ftppetite ;  however,  in  compliance  with  her 
ndyship's  request,  si>',   I  sat  down,  and  the 


conversation  turning  upon  different  subjects, 
among  other  things  Mr  Chatter  asked  very 
earnestly  when  I  saw  Mr  Medlar  1  I  told 
him  I  had  not  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 
these  nineteen  hours  and  a  half;  for  you  mav 
remember,  sir,  it  was  nearly  about  that  tune' 
I  wont  be  positive  as  to  a  minute.  "  No  !" 
says  he,  "  then  I  desire  you  will  go  to  hia 
lodgings  immediately  after  dinner,  and  see 
what's  the  matter  with  him,  for  he  certainly 
must  be  very  bad,  from  having  ate  last  night 
such  a  vast  quantity  of  raw  oysters."  The 
crusty  gentleman,  who  from  the  solemnity 
of  his  delivery,  expected  something  extraor- 
dinary, no  sooner  heard  his  conclusion,  than 
he  started  up  in  a  testy  humour,  crying, — 
"  Pshaw  !  pshaw  !  d — n  your  oysters  ;"  and 
walked  away,  after  a  short  compliment  of— 
"  Your  servant,  sir,"  to  me.  The  doctor  got 
up  also,  saying, — "  I  vow  and  protest,  upon 
my  word,  I  am  actually  amazed,"  and  followed 
Mr  Medlar  to  the  bar,  which  was  hard  by, 
where  he  was  paying  for  his  coffee  :  there  lie 
whispered  so  loud,  that  I  could  cverhear, — 
"  Pray,  who  is  this  gentleman  J"  His  friend 
replied  hastily, — "  I  might  have  known  that 
before  now,  if  it  had  not  been  fur  your  im- 
pertinent intrusion,"  and  walked  off  very 
much  disappointed.  The  ceremonious  pjiy- 
sician  returned  immediately,  and  sat  down 
by  me,  asking  a  thousand  pardons  for  leaving 
me  alone  ;  and  giving  me  to  understand,  that 
what  he  had  communicated  to  Mr  Medlar  at 
the  bar  was  an  affair  of  the  last  importance, 
that  would  admit  of  no  delay.  He  then 
called  for  some  coffee,  and  launched  out  into 
the  virtues  of  that  berry,  which,  he  said,  in 
cold  phlegmatic  constitutions  like  his,  dried 
up  the  superfluous  moisture,  and  braced  the 
relaxed  nerves.  He  told  me  it  was  utterly 
unknown  to  the  ancients  ;  and  derived  its 
name  from  an  Arabian  word,  which  I  might 
easily  perceive  by  the  sound  and  termination. 
From  this  topic  he  transferred  his  disqui- 
sitions to  the  word  drink,  which  he  affirmed 
was  improperly  applied  to  the  taking  of 
coffee,  inasmuch  as  people  do  not  drink, 
but  sip  or  sipple  that  liquor ;  that  the  genu- 
ine meaning  of  drinking  is  to  quench  one's 
thirst,  or  commit  a  debauch,  by  swallowing 
wine  ;  that  the  Latin  word,  which  conveyed 
the  same  idea,  was  bibere  or  potare,  and  that 
of  the  Greeks  pinein  or  poteein,  though  he 
was  apt  to  believe  they  were  differently  used 
on  different  occasions.  For  example: — tu 
drink  a  vast  quantity,  or,  as  the  vulgar 
express  it,  to  drink  an  ocean  of  liquor,  was 
in  Latin  potare,  and  in  Greek  poteein ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  use  it  moderately,  was 
bibere  and  finein  ;  that  this  was  only  a  con- 
jecture of  his  own,  which,  however,  seemed 
to  be  supported  by  the  word  bibulous,  which 
is  particularly  applied  to  the  pcres  of  the 
skin,  that  can  only  drink  a  very  small  quan 
tity  of  the  circumambient  moisture,  by  reason 
of  the  smalhiess  of  their  diameters  ;  whcreafy 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


Kif) 


fjoin  tlie  verb  poteein  is  derived  the  substan- 
tive pnlainos,  wliicli  signities  a  river,  or  vast 
(liiantity  of  liquor.  I  could  not  help  smiling 
at  tliis  learned  tind  important  investigation ; 
and,  to  recommend  myself  the  more  to  my 
new  acquaintance,  whose  disposition  I  was 
bv  this  time  well  informed  of,  I  observed, 
that  what  he  alleged,  did  not,  to  the  best  of 
p'y  remembrance,  appear  in  the  writings  of 
the  ancients  ;  for  Horace  u.^scs  the  words  poto 
and  biho  indifferently  for  the  same  purpose, 
as  in  the  twentieth  ode  of  his  first  book — 

Vile  potabis  modicis  Sabinum  cantbaris, 
Et  [)ra:lo«loinitam  caleno  tu  bibcsuvam: 

That  I  had  never  heard  of  the  verb  poteein, 
but  that  jiolamos,  jiotcma,  and  potos,  were 
derived  from  pinn,  poso,  pcpoka  ;  in  conse- 
quence of  wliicii  the  Greek  poets  never  use 
any  other  word  for  festal  drinking.  Homer 
describes  Nestor  at  his  cups  in  these  words — 
N'estora  d'ouk  elatlien  iache  piiionta  pcremiies: 

and  Anacreon  mentions  it  on  the  same  occa- 
sion  almo«t  in  every  page — 

J'lnonti  de  oinon  liedun 
Otitn  pino  ton  oinon. 
Opliz'  ego  de  pino: 

and  in  a  thousand  other  places.  The  doctor, 
who,  doubtless,  intended  by  his  criticism  to 
give  me  a  high  idea  of  his  erudition,  was 
infinitely  surprised  to  find  himself  schooled 
bv  one  of  my  appearance ;  and,  after  a  con- 
siderable pau.se,  cried, — '♦  Upon  my  word, 
you  are  in  the  right,  sir — I  find  I  have  not 
considered  this  aftair  with  my  usual  accu- 
racy." Then  accosting  me  in  Latin  wliich 
he  spoke  very  well,  the  conversation  was 
maintained  fidl  two  hours,  on  a  variety  of 
subjects,  in  that  language ;  and,  indeed,  he 
spoke  so  judiciously,  that  I  was  convinced, 
notwithstanding  his  whimsical  appearance, 
and  attention  to  triHes,  that  he  was  a  man  of 
extensive  knowledge,  especially  in  books. 
He  looked  upon  me,  as  I  afterwards  under- 
stood from  Mr  Medlar,  as  a  prodigy  in  learn- 
mg,  and  proposed  that  very  night,  if  I  was 
not  engaged,  to  introduce  me  to  several 
young  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  fashion,  with 
whom  he  had  an  appointment  at  the  Bedford 
coffee-house. 


CHAPTER  XLVI. 

Wagtail  introduces  me  to  a  set  of  fine  gen- 
tlemen, with  whom  I  sjiend  the  evening 
at  a  tavern — our  conversation — the  cha- 
racters of  tny  new  companions — the  doctor 
is  roasted — the  issue  of  our  debauch. 

I  ACCEPTED  his  offer  with  pleasure,  and  we 
went  thither  in  a  hackney  coach,  where  I 
caw  a  great  number  of  gay  figures  fluttering 
a'..out,  most  of  wiiom  spoke  to  the  doctor 
w"lh  great  familinrity.     \mong  the  rest  stood 


a  group  of  them  around  the  fire,  whom  i 
innncdiately  knew  to  bo  the  very  persons 
who  had  the  night  before,  by  their  laughing, 
alarmed  my  suspicion  of  the  lady  who  had 
put  herself  under  my  ])roteclion.  They  no 
sooner  perceived  me  enter  with  Dr  Wagtail 
(for  that  was  my  companion's  name),  than 
ihev  tittered  and  whispered  one  to  another ; 
and  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  fmd  that 
they  were  the  gentlemen  to  whose  acquain- 
tance he  designed  to  recommend  me  ;  for, 
when  he  observed  them  together,  he  told  me 
who  they  were,  and  desired  to  know  by  what 
name  he  should  introduce  me.  I  satisfied 
him  in  that  particular,  and  ho  advanced  with 
great  gravity,  saying, — "  Cientlemen,  your 
most  obedient — give  me  leave  to  introduce 
my  friend  Mr  Random  to  your  society." 
Then  turning  to  me, — "  Mr  Random,  this  is 
Mr  Brag'A'ell — Mr  Banter,  sir — Mr  Chatter 
— my  friend  Mr  Slyboot,  and  Mr  Ranter, 
sir."  I  saluted  each  of  them  in  order ;  and 
when  I  came  to  take  Mr  Slyboot  by  the  hand, 
1  perceived  him  thrust  his  tongue  in  his 
cheek,  to  the  no  small  entertainment  of  the 
company ;  but  I  did  not  think  proper  to  take 
any  notice  of  it  on  this  occasion.  Mr  Ranter, 
too  (who  I  afterwards  learned  was  a  player), 
displayed  his  talents,  by  mimicking  my  air, 
features,  and  voice,  while  he  returned  my 
compliment.  This  feat  I  should  not  have 
been  so  sensible  of,  had  I  not  seen  him  behave 
in  the  same  manner  to  my  friend  Wagtail, 
when  he  made  up  to  tiiem  at  first.  But  for 
once  I  let  him  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  dexterity 
without  question,  or  control,  resolving,  how- 
ever, to  chastise  his  insolence  at  a  more 
convenient  opportunity.  Mr  Slyboot,  guess- 
ing  I  was  a  stranger,  asked  if  I  had  been 
lately  in  France  1  aiid  when  I  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  inquired  if  I  had  seen  ihc 
Lu.xembourg  gallery  ]  I  told  him  I  had  consi 
dered  it  more  than  once  with  great  attention 
Upon  this  a  conversation  ensued,  in  which  1 
discovered  him  to  be  a  painter.  While  we 
were  discoursing  upon  tlie  particulars  of  this 
famous  collection,  I  overheard  Banter  ask 
Dr  Wagtail  where  he  had  picked  up  this  M: 
Random  ]  To  which  question  the  pliysiciaji 
answered, — "  Upon  my  word,  a  mighty  pretty 
sort  of  a  gentleman — a  man  of  fortune,  sir, 
— he  lias  n)ade  the  grand  tour,  and  seen  the 
best  company  in  Europe,  sir."  "  What  ?  ne 
told  you  so,  I  suppose  !"  said  the  othe.*,  "  1 
take  him  to  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
F'rcnch  valet-de-chambre."  "  O  barbarous, 
barbarous!"  cried  the  doctor,  "this  is  ac- 
tually, upon  my  word,  altogether  unaccoim- 
table.  1  knov/  all  his  family  perfectly  well, 
sir  ;  he  is  of  the  Randoms  of  the  north — a 
very  ancient  Louse,  sir,  and  a  distant  lelation 
of  mine."  I  was  extremely  nettled  at  tha 
conjecture  of  Mr  ]^nter,  and  began  tu 
entertain  a  very  indifferent  opinion  of  my 
company  in  general ;  but  as  I  might  possibly 
by  their  means  acquire  a  more  extensivo  anti 
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agreeable  acquaintance,  I  determined  to  bear 
liiese  little  mortifications  as  long  as  I  could, 
without  injurinf,''the  dignity  of  my  character. 
After  having  talked  for  some  time  on  the 
weather,  plays,  politics,  and  other  coffee- 
house subjects,  it  was  proposed  that  we 
should  spend  tiie  evening  at  a  noted  tavern 
in  the  neighbourhood,  whither  we  repaired 
m  a  body.  Having  taken  possession  of  a 
rooni,  called  for  French  wine,  and  bespoken 
supper,  the  glass  went  about  pretty  freely, 
and  the  characters  of  my  associates  opened 
upon  me  more  and  more.  It  soon  appeared, 
that  the  doctor  was  entertained  as  a  butt  for 
the  painter  and  player  to  exercise  their  wit 
upon,  for  the  diversion  of  the  company.  Mr 
Ranter  began  the  game,  by  asking  him  what 
was  good  for  hoarseness,  lowness  of  spirits, 
and  indigestion,  for  he  was  troubled  with  all 
these  complaints  to  a  very  great  degree. 
Wagtail  immediately  undertook  to  explain 
the  nature  of  his  case,  and,  in  a  very  prolix 
manner,  harangued  upon  prognostics,  diag- 
nostics, symptoniatics,  therapeutics,  inanition 
and  repletion  ;  then  calculated  the  force  of 
the  stomach  and  lungs  in  their  respective 
operations ;  ascribed  the  player's  malady  to 
a  disorder  in  these  organs,  proceeding  from 
hard  drinking  and  vociferation,  and  prescribed 
a  course  of  stomachics,  with  abstinence  from 
venery,  wine,  loud  speaking,  laughing,  sing- 
ing, coughing,  sneezing,  or  hallooing.  '•  Pah  ! 
pah  !"  cried  Ranter,  interrupting  him,  "the 
remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease — I  wish  I 
knew  where  to  find  some  tinder  water." 
"Tinder  water  !"  said  the  doctor,  "upon  my 
word  I  don't  apprehend  you,  Mr  Ranter." 
"  Water  extracted  from  tinder,"  replied  the 
other,  "  an  universal  specific  for  all  distem- 
pers incident  to  man.  It  was  invented  by  a 
learned  German  monk,  who,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  imparted  the  secret  to  Para- 
celsus." "  Pardon  me,"  cried  the  painter, 
"  it  was  first  used  by  Solomon,  as  appears  by 
a  Greek  manuscript  in  his  own  hand-writing, 
lately  found  at  the  foot  of  mount  Lebanon, 
by  a  peasant  who  was  digging  for  potatoes." 
"  Well,"  said  Wagtail,  "in  all  my  vast  reading 
I  never  met  with  such  a  preparation  !  neither 
did  I  know  till  this  minute  that  Solomon 
understood  Greek,  or  that  potatoes  grew  in 
Palestine."  Here  Banter  interposed,  saying, 
he  was  surprised  that  Dr  Wagtail  should 
.make  the  least  doubt  of  Solomon's  under- 
standing Greek,  when  he  is  represented  to 
ds  as  the  wisest  and  best  educated  prince  in 
the  world  ;  and  as  for  potatoes,  they  were 
transplanted  thither  from  Ireland,  in  the  time 
of  the  crusades,  by  some  knights  of  that 
country.  "  I  profess,"  said  the  doctor, 
'  there  is  nothing  more  likely — I  would 
actually  give  a  vast  sum  for  a  sight  of  that 

■  manuscript,  which  nugt  be  inestimable — and 
'  if  1  understood  the  process,  would  set  about  it 

■  immediately."     The  player  assured  him  the 
nrocess  was  very  simple — that  he  must  cram  | 


a  hundred  weight  of  dry  tinder  into  a  glasir 
retort,  and,  distilling  it  by  the  force  of  animal 
heat,  it  would  yield  half  a  scruple  of  insipid 
water,  one  drop  of  which  is  a  full  dose. 
"  Upon  my  integrity  !"  exclaimed  the  credu- 
lous doctor,  "this  is  very  amazing  and  ex. 
traordinary  !  that  a  caput  mortuuin  shall  yield 
any  water  at  all — I  must  own  I  have  always 
been  an  enemy  to  specifics,  which  I  tliought 
inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the  animal 
economy;  but  certainly  the  authority  of  Solo- 
mon is  not  to  be  questioned.  I  wonder 
where  I  shall  find  a  glass  retort  large  enough 
to  contain  such  a  vast  quantity  of  tinder,  the 
consumption  of  which  must  undoubtedly 
raise  the  price  of  paper — or  where  I  shall  find 
animal  heat  sutiicient  even  to  warm  such  a 
mass."  Slyboot  informed  him,  that  he  might 
have  a  retort  blown  for  him  as  big  as  a 
church  ;  and  that  the  easiest  method  of  rais 
ing  the  vapour  by  animal  heat,  w^ould  be  to 
place  it  in  the  middle  of  an  infirmary  for 
feverish  patients,  who  might  lie  upon  mat- 
trasses  around,  and  in  contact  with  it.  He 
had  no  sooner  pronoimced  these  words,  than 
Wagtail  exclaimed,  in  a  rapture, — "  An  ad- 
mirable expedient,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved  ! 
I  will  positively  put  it  in  practice."  This 
simplicity  of  the  physician  furnished  excel- 
lent  diversion  for  the  company,  who,  in  their 
turns,  sneered  at  him  in  ironical  compli- 
ments, which  his  vanity  swallowed  as  the 
genuine  sentiments  of  their  hearts.  Mr 
Chatter,  impatient  of  so  long  a  silence,  now 
broke  out,  and  entertained  us  with  a  cata- 
logue of  all  the  people  who  danced  at  the 
last  Hampstead  assembly,  with  a  most  cir- 
cumstantial account  of  the  dress  and  ori.a- 
ments  of  each,  from  the  lappets  of  the  ladiea 
to  the  shoe-buckles  of  the  men  ;  concluding 
with  telling  Bragwell,  that  his  mistress  Mo- 
linda  was  there,  and  seemed  to  miss  him  ; 
and  soliciting  his  company  at  the  next  oc- 
casion of  that  kind.  "  No,  no,  demme,"  said 
BragT?;'ell,  "  I  have  something  else  to  mind 
than  dangling  after  a  parcel  of  giddy-headed 
girls  ;  besides,  you  know  my  temper  is  so 
unruly  that  I  am  apt  to  involve  myself  in 
scrapes  when  a  woman  is  concerned.  The 
last  time  I  was  there,  I  had  an  affair  with 
Tom  Trippet."  "  O  !  I  remember  that,'- 
cried  Banter;  "you  lugged  out  before  ths 
ladies  ;  and  I  commend  you  for  so  doing,  be- 
cause you  had  an  opportunity  of  showinjj 
your  manhood  without  running  any  risk.' 
"  Risk  !"  said  the  other,  with  a  fierce  coun 
tenance,  "  damn  my  blood  !  I  fear  no  risks. 
I  an't  afraid  of  lugging  out  against  any  man 
that  wears  a  head,  damme  !  'tis  well  known 
I  liave  drawn  blood  more  than  once,  and  lost 
some  too;  but  what  does  that  signify?" 
The  player  begged  this  champion  to  employ 
him  as  his  second  the  next  time  he  intendec 
to  kill,  for  he  wanted  to  see  a  man  die  of  « 
stab,  that  he  might  know  how  to  act  such  i 
part  the  more  naturally  on  the  stage.  "  Die !' 
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leplied  tlie  hero  ;  "  no,  by  G — d  !  I  know 
bettor  tilings  than  to  incur  the  verdict  of  a 
Middlesex  jury — I  should  look  upon  my  fen- 
cing-master to  be  an  ignorant  son  of  a  b , 

if  he  had  not  taught  me  to  prick  any  part  of 
my  antagonist's  body  that  I  please  to  disa- 
ole."  "  Oho  !"  cried  Slybout, «'  if  tlial  be  tlic 
case,  I  have  a  favour  to  ask.  You  must 
know  I  am  employed  to  paint  a  Jesus  on  the 
cr?ss  ;  and  mv  purpose  is  to  represent  him 
nt  that  point  of  time  when  the  spear  is  thrust 
mto  his  side.  Now,  I  should  be  glad  you 
would,  in  my  presence,  pink  some  imperti- 
nent fellow  into  convulsions,  without  endan- 
gering his  life,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  taking  a  good  clever  agony  from  nature. 
The  doctor  will  direct  you  where  to  enter, 
and  how  far  to  go  ;  but  pray  let  it  be  as  near 
the  left  side  as  possible."  Wagtail,  who 
took  this  proposal  seriously,  observed,  that  it 
would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to  penetrate 
into  the  left  side  of  the  thorax,  without  hurt- 
ing the  heart,  and  of  consequence  killing  the 
patient;  but  he  believed  ifwas  possible  for  a 
man  of  a  very  nice  hand,  and  exact  know- 
ledge of  anatomy,  to  wound  the  diaphragma 
Eomewhere  about  the  skirts,  which  might 
induce  a  singultus,  without  being  attended 
with  death  ;  that  he  was  ready  to  demonstrate 
the  insertion  of  that  muscle  to  Mr  Bragwell  ; 
but  desired  to  have  no  concern  with  the  ex- 
periment, which  might  essentially  prejudice 
hig  reputation,  in  case  of  miscarriage.  Brag- 
well  was  as  much  imposed  upon  by  the  pain- 
ter's waggery  as  the  doctor,  and  declined 
engaging  in  the  affair,  saying,  lie  had  a  very 
great  regard  for  Mr  Slyboot,  but  had  laid  it 
down  as  a  maxim  never  to  fight  except  when 
his  honour  was  engaged.  A  thousand  jokes 
of  this  kind  were  uttered  ;  the  wine  circulated ; 
supper  was  served  in  ;  wc  ate  heartily  ;  re- 
turned to  the  bottle  ;  Bragwell  became  noisy 
and  troublesome;  Banter  grew  more  and  more 
severe ;  Ranter  rehearsed ;  Slyboot  made 
faces  at  the  whole  company  ;  I  sung  French 
catches,  and  Chatter  kissed  me  with  great 
affection ;  while  the  doctor,  with  a  woful 
countenance,  sat  silent  like  a  disciple  of  Py- 
ihawras.  At  length,  it  was  proposed  by  Brag- 
well, that  we  should  scour  the  hundreds, 
sweat  the  constable,  maul  the  watch,  and 
then  reel  soberly  to  bed. 

\Vhile  we  deliberated  on  this  expedition, 
the  waiter  came  into  the  room,  and  asked 
for  Doctor  Wagtail  ;  when  he  understood  he 
was  present,  he  told  him  there  was  a  lady 
below  to  inquire  for  him  ;  at  which  message 
ihe  physician  started  from  his  jnelancholy 
contemplation,  and,  with  a  look  of  extreme 
confusion,  assured  the  company,  he  could  not 
possibly  be  tlic  person  wanted,  for  he  had  no 
connection  with  any  lady  whatever,  and  bade 
the  drawer  tell  her  so.  "  For  shame  !"  cried 
Banter,  "  woiill  you  be  so  unpolite  as  to 
lefuse  the  lady  a  hearing  !  perhaps  she  comes 
for  a  consultation.  It  m-ist  be  some  extra- 
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ordinary  affair  that  brings  a  lady  to  a  tavcrr 
at  this  time  o'niglit.  Mr  Ranter,  pray  do 
the  doctor's  baisemoins  to  the  IikIv,  ami 
squire  her  hither."  The  player  immediately 
staggered  out,  and  returned,  leading  in,  with 
much  ceremony,  a  tall  strapping  wench, 
whose  appearance  proclaimed  her  occupa- 
tion. We  received  lier  with  the  utmost 
solemnity,  and  witii  a  good  deal  of  entreaty 
she  was  persuaded  to  sit,  when  a  profound 
silence  ensued,  during  which  she  fixed  hcf 
eyes,  with  a  disconsolate  look,  upon  thi; 
doctor,  who  was  utterly  confounded  at  her 
behaviour,  and  returned  her  melancholy  four- 
fold. At  length,  after  a  good  many  piteous 
sighs,  she  wiped  her  eyes,  and  accosted  him 
thus  : — "  What !  not  one  word  of  comfort  ? 
Will  nothing  soften  that  stony  heart  of  thine? 
Not  all  my  tears  !  not  all  my  affliction  !  not 
the  inevitable  ruin  thou  hast  brought  upon  ine  ! 
Where  are  thy  vows,  thou  faithless,  perjured 
man  !  Hast  thou  no  honour — no  conscience 
— no  remorse  for  thy  perfidious  conduct  to- 
wards me  ] — Answer  me,  wilt  thou  at  last  do 
me  justice,  or  must  I  have  recourse  to  heaven 
or  iiell  for  my  revenge?"  If  poor  Wagtail 
was  amazed  before  she  spoke,  what  must  his 
confusion  be  on  hearing  this  address  !  His 
natural  paleness  changnd  into  a  ghastly  clay 
colour,  his  eves  rolled,  his  lips  trembled,  and 
he  answered,  in  an  accent  not  to  be  des- 
cribed,— "  Upon  my  word,  honour  and  salva- 
tion !  madam,  you  are  actually  mistaken  in 
my  person.  I  Jiave  a  most  particular  vene- 
ration for  vour  sex,  and  am  actually  incapable 
of  injuring  any  lady  in  tlie  smallest  degree, 
naadam  ; — besides,  madam,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I  never  had  the  honour  of  seeing 
you  before,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved,  madam  !" 
"  How,  traitor  !"  cried  she,  "  dost  thou  dis- 
own me  then  ? — Mistaken  !  no,  too  well  I 
know  that  fair  bewitching  face  !  too  well  I 
know  that  false  enclmnting  tongue  ! — Alas  ! 
gentlemen,  since  the  villain  compels  me,  by 
his  unkindness,  to  expose  myself  and  him, 
know  that  this  betrayer,  under  the  specious 
pretence  of  honourable  addresses,  won  my 
heart,  and  taking  advantage  of  his  conquest, 
robbed  me  of  my  virgin  treasure,  and  after- 
wards abandoned  me  to  my  fate  !  I  am  now 
four  months  gone  with  child  by  him,  turned 
out  of  doors  by  my  relations,  and  left  a  prey 
to  misery  and  want  !  Yes,  thou  barbarian," 
said  she,  turning  to  Wagtail,  "  thou  tiger, 
thou  succubus  !  too  well  thou  knowest  my 
situation — but  I  will  tear  out  thy  fiiith^'ss 
heart,  and  deliver  the  world  from  such  a 
monster."  So  saying,  she  sprung  forward 
at  the  doctor,  who,  with  incredible  agility 
jumped  over  the  table,  and  ran  behind  Brag- 
well,  while  the  rest  of  us  endeavoured  to 
appease  the  furious  heroine.  Although  every 
body  in  the  company  affected  the  utmost  sur- 
prise, I  could  ea.«ily  perceive  it  was  a  scheme 
concerted  among  them  to  proiluce  diversion 
at  the  doctor's  expense ;  and  being  under  nf 
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concern  about  the  consequence,   I  entered 
into  the  confederacy,  and  enjoyed  the  distress 
I't'  Wagrtail,    who,  with  tears    in   liis   eyes, 
begged  tlie  protection  of  the  company,  de- 
claring himself  as  innocent  of  the  crime  laid 
to  his  charge,  as  the  fcetus   in   utero ;  and 
hinting  at  the  same  time  that  nature  liad  not 
put  it  in  his  power  to  be  guilty  of  such  a  tres- 
pass— "  Nature  !"  cried  the  lady,  "  there  was 
no  nature  in  the  case — he  abused  me  by  the 
help  of  charms  and  spells;  else  how  is   it 
possible  that  any  woman  could  have  listened 
ro   the    addresses    of   such   a    scare-crow? 
Were   these   owlish  eyes  made  for  ogling; 
that  carrion  complexion  to  be  admired ;  or 
that  mouth  like  a  horse-shoe  to  be  kissed? 
No,  no,  you  owe  your  success  to  your  filtres, 
to  your  drugs,  and  incantations ;  and  not  to 
your  natural   talents,    which   are   in    every 
respect  mean  and  contemptible."     The  doc- 
tor now  thought  he  had  got  an  opportunity 
of  vindicatmg  iiimself  effectually ;  and  desired 
the  complainant  to  compose  herself  but  for 
iialf  an  hour,  in  which  he  undertook  to  prove 
the  absurdity  of  believing   in  the  power  of 
incantations,  which  were  only  idle  dreams  of 
ignorance  and  superstition.     He  accordingly 
pronounced  a  very  learned  discourse  upon 
the  nature  of  ideas,  the  power  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  mind,  the  properties  of  stimu- 
Jating  medicines,  the   difference  between  a 
proneness  to  venery,  which  many   simples 
would  create,  and  a  passion   limited  to  one 
object,  which  can  only  be  the  result  of  sense 
and  reflection  ;  and  concluded  with  a  pathetic 
remonstrance,  setting  forth  his  unhappiness 
in  being  persecuted  with  the  resentment  of  a 
lady  whom  he  had  never  injured,  nor  even 
seen  before  that  occasion,  and  whose  facul- 
ties were,  in  all  likelihood,  so  much  impaired 
by  her  misfortunes,  that  an  innocent  person 
was  in  danger  of  being  ruined  by  her  disor- 
der.   He  had  no  sooner  finished  his  harangue, 
than  the  forlorn  princess  renewed  her  lamen- 
tations, and  cautioned  the  company  against 
his   eloquence,  which  she  said,  was  able   to 
bias  the  most  impartial  bench  in  Christendom. 
Banter  advised  him  to  espouse  her  imme- 
diately, as  the  only  means  to  salve  his  repu- 
tation, and  offered  to  accompany  him  to  the 
Fleet  for  that  purpose  ;  but  Slyboot  proposed 
that   a  father  should  be   purchased  for  the 
::hild,  and  a  comfortable  alimony  settled  on 
he  mother.     Ranter  promised  to  adopt  the 
infant  gratis.     Wagtail  was  ready  to  wor- 
ship him  for  his  generosity  ;  and,  though  ne 
persisted  in  protesting  his  innocence,  con- 
descended to  every  thing,  ratlier   than   his 
unblemished  character  siiould  be   called   in 
question.     Tiie   lady  rejected  the  proposal, 
and  insisted  on  matrimony.     Bragwell  took 
up  the  cudgels  for  the  doctor,  and  undertook 
to  rid  him   of  her   importunity   for   half  a 
guinea ;  upon    whicii    Wagtail,    with   great 
i;agerne.es,  pidled  out  his  purse,  and   put  it 


a  piece  out  of  it,  ga\e  it  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
bade  her  thank  God  for  her  good  fortune 
When   she    had  received   this   bounty,   she 
affected  to  weep,  and  begged,  since  the  phy- 
sician had  renounced  her,  he  would  at  least 
vouchsafe  her  a  parting  kiss :   this  he  was 
prevailed  upon   to  grant  with  great  reluc- 
tance, and  went  up  with  his  usual  solemnity 
to  salute  her  ;  when  she  laid  hold  of  iiis  cheek 
witii  her  teeth,  and  held  fast,  while  he  roared 
with  anguish,  to  the  unspeakable  diversion 
of  all  present.     When  she  thought  proper  to 
release  him,  she  dropt  a  low  courtesy  to  the 
company,  and  quitted  the  room,  leaving  the 
doctor  in  the  utmost  horror;  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  pain,  as  the  apprehension  of 
the  consequence  of  tho  bite  ;  for  by  this  time 
he  was  convinced  of  her  being  mad.     Banter 
prescribed  the  actual  cautery,  and  put  the 
poker  in  the  fire  to  be  heated,  in  order   to 
sear  the  place.     The  player  was  of  opinion, 
that   Bragwell   should   scoop    out   the   part 
affected  with  the  point  of  his  sword  ;  but  the 
painter  prevented  both  these  dreadful  opera- 
tions, by  recommending  a  balsam  he  had  in 
his   pocket,  which  never  failed  to  cure  the 
bite  of  a  mad  dog ;  so  saying,  he  pulled  out 
a  small  bladder  of  black  paint ;  with  which 
he  instantly  anointed,  not  only  the  sore,  but 
the  greatest  part  of  the  patient's  face,  and 
left  it  in  a  frightful  condition.     In  short,  the 
poor  creature  was  so  harassed  with  fear  and 
vexation,   that  I  pitied  him  extremely,  and 
sent  him  home  in  a  chair,  contrary  to   the 
inclination  of  every  body  present. 

This  freedom  of  mine  gave  umbrage  to 
Bragwell,  who  testified  his  displeasure,  by 
swearing  a  few  threats,  without  making  any 
application  ;  which  being  perceived  by  Sly- 
boot,  who  sat  by  rne,  he,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
moting a  quarrel,  whispered  to  me,  that  he 
thought  Bragwell  used  me  very  ill ;  but  every 
man  was  the  best  judge  of  his  own  affairs. 
I  answered  aloud,  that  I  would  neither  suffer 
Mr  Bragwell  nor  him  to  use  me  ill  with  im- 
punity, and  that  I  stood  in  no  need  of  his 
counsel,  in  regard  to  the  regulation  of  my 
conduct.  He  thought  proper  to  ask  a  thou- 
sand pardons,  and  assure  me  he  meant  no 
offence;  while  Bragwell  feigned  himself 
asleep,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  take 
notice  of  what  passed.  But  the  player,  who 
had  more  animal  spirits,  and  less  discretion 
than  Slyboot,  unwilling  to  let  the  affair  rest 
where  he  liad  dropped  it,  jogged  Mr  Brag- 
well, and  told  him  softly,  that  I  called  him 
names,  and  threatened  to  cudgel  him.  This 
particular  I  understood  by  his  starting,  and 
crying, — "  Blood  and  wounds  !  you  lie  !  No 
man  durst  treat  me  so  ignominiously.  Mr 
Random,  did  you  call  me  names,  and  threaten 
to  drub  me  ?"  I  denied  the  imputation,  and 
proposed  to  [Vinish  the  scoundrel  who  en- 
deavoured to  foment  disturbances  in  iho 
company  :  Bragwell  signified  his  approbation. 


into  tlie  hand  of  his  f-iend,  who  taking  half  j  and  drew  his  sword:   I  did  the  Bame,  and 
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accostctl  the  actor  in  these  words: — '•  Lookee, 
Mr  Ranter,  I  know  you  possess  nil  tlie  mim- 
icry and  mischievous  qualities  of  an  ape,  be- 
cause I  have  observed  you  put  them  all  in 
practice  more  than  once  to-night,  on  me  and 
others ;  now  I  want  to  see  if  you  resemble 
one  in  nimbleness  also  ;  therefore  I  desire 
you  to  leap  over  this  sword  without  hesita- 
tion." So  saying,  I  held  it  parallel  to  the 
horizon,  at  the  distance  of  about  three  feet 
from  the  Hoor  and  called, — "Once — twice 
— thrice,  and  away ;"  but,  instead  of  com- 
plying with  my  command,  he  snatched  his 
hat  and  hanger,  and  assuming  the  looks, 
Bwagger,  and  phrase  of  Pistol,  burst  out  into 
vue  tbllowing  exclamation  : — "  Ha  !  must  I 
then  perform  inglorious  prank,  of  sylvan  ape 
in  mountain  forest  caught !  Death,  rock  me 
asleep,  abridge  my  doleful  days,  and  lay  my 
head  in  fury's  lap.  Have  we  not  Hiren 
here  V  This  buffoonery  did  not  answer  his 
pxpectation,  for  by  this  time  the  company 
was  bent  on  seeing  him  in  a  new  character. 
Mr  Banter  desired  me  to  hold  my  sword  a 
foot  or  two  higher,  that  he  might  have  the 
better  opportunity  of  exerting  himself.  The 
painter  told  him,  if  he  performed  v.-ell,  he 
would  recommend  him  as  a  vaulter  to  tlio 
proprietors  of  Saddler's  Wells;  and  Brag- 
well  crying — "  Leap  for  the  King,"  applied 
the  point  of  his  sword  to  tiie  player's  j)ostc- 
riors  with  such  success,  that  he  sprung  over 
in  a  trice,  and,  finding  the  door  unguarded, 
vanished  in  a  twinkling;  glad,  no  doubt,  of 
having  paid  his  share  of  the  reckoning  so 
easily. 

It  being  now  near  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  we  discharged  the  bill,  and  s.allied 
out  into  the  street.  The  painter  slunk 
away  without  taking  his  leave.  Billy  Chat- 
ter, being  unable  to  speak  or  stand,  was  sent 
to  a  bagnio  ;  and  Banter  and  I  accompanied 
Bragweil  to  Moll  King's  coffee-house,  where, 
after  he  had  kicked  half  a  dozen  of  hungry 

w ,  we  left  him  asleep  on  a  bench,  and 

directed  our  course  towards  Charing-cross, 
near  which  place  both  he  and  I  lodged. 

The  natural  dryness  of  my  companion 
being  overcome  by  liquor,  he  honoured  mo 
by  the  way  with  many  compliments  and  pro- 
fessions of  friendship,  for  which  I  made 
suitable  acknowledgements,  and  told  him,  I 
thought  myself  happy  in  having,  by  my  be- 
haviour, removed  the  unfavourable  opinion 
he  entertained  of  me  at  first  sight.  He  was 
surprised  at  this  declaration,  and  begged  me 
to  explain  myself;  upon  which  I  mentioned 
what  I  had  overheard  him  say  of  me  to  Wag- 
tail in  the  coffee-house.  He  laughed,  and 
made  an  apolog}'  for  his  freedom,  assuring 
me,  that  my  appearance  had  very  much  pre- 
possessed him  in  my  favour;  and  what  he  said 
was  only  intended  as  a  joke  on  the  doctor's 
solemnity.  I  was  highly  pleased  at  being 
undeceived  m  this  particular,  and  not  a  little 
proud  of  the  good  opinion  of  this  wit.  who 


shook  me  by  the  hand  at  parting,  and  pro- 
mised to  meet  me  next  day  at  the  ordinary. 


CHAPTER  XLVH. 

Strap  communicates  to  me  a  conquest  Iip 
had  made  of  a  chandler's  widow — finds 
himself  miserably  mistaken — I  i^o  jt)  the 
opera — admire  Melinda — am  cautioned 
hy  Banter — uo  to  the  assemhly  at  JIamp. 
stead — dance  with  that  youns;  lady- 
receive  an  insolent  messaire  from  Brag- 
well,  whose  metal  is  soon  cooled — am  in 
favour  with  my  7nistrcss,  whom  I  visit 
next  day ;  and  am  bubbled  out  of  eit^ht- 
ecngjiintas  at  cards — Strap  triumphs  at 
my  success,  but  is  astonishad  at  my  ex- 
pense— Banter  comes  to  my  lodging,  is 
very  sarcastic  at  my  expense,  and  bor- 
rows five  guineas  from  me  as  a  proof  of 
his  friendshij). 

Tn  the  morning,  before  I  got  up,  Strap  came 
into  my  chamber,  and,  finding  me  awake 
hemmed  several  times,  scratched  his  head, 
cast  his  eyes  upon  the  ground,  and,  with  a 
very  foolish  kind  of  simper  uj)on  his  face, 
gave  me  to  understand  he  had  something  tc 
communicate.       "  By   your    countenance," 
said  I,   "  I   expect  to   hear  good  tidings." 
"  Indifferent,"  replied  he,  tittering,  "  that  is 
hereafter  as   it  shall   be.     You  must  know 
I  have  some  thoughts  of  altering  my  con- 
dition."     "  What!"  cried  I,  astonished,  '-a 
matrimonial  scheme?     O  rare  Strap!  thou 
hast  got  the  heels  of  mc  at  last."    "  N' — less. 
I  assure  you,"  said  he,  bursting  into  a  laugh 
of   self-approbation,     "  a    tallow-chandler's 
widow,  that  lives  hard  by,  has  taken  a  liking 
to  me — a  fine  jolly  dame,  as  plump  as  a  par- 
tridge.    She  has  a  well  furnished  house,  a 
brisk  trade,  and  a  good  deal  of  the  ready 
I  may  have  her  for  the  asking.     She  told  "a 
friend  of  mine,  a  brother  footman,  that  she 
would  take  mc  out  of  a  stinking  clout.     But 
I  refused  to  give  my  final  answer,  till  I  knew 
your  opinion  of  the  matter."     I  congratula- 
ted Monsieur  d'Estrapes  upon  his  conquest, 
and   approved  of  the  scheme,   provided  he 
could  be  assured  of  those  circumstances  of 
her  fortune  ;  but  advised  him  to  do  nothing 
rashly,  and  give  me  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  lady  before  matters  should  bo  brought 
to  a  conclusion.     He  assured  me  he  would 
do  nothing  without  my  consent  and  api)ro- 
bation  ;  and  that  very  morning,  while  I  was 
at  breakfast,  introduced  his  inamorata  to  mv 
acquaintance.     She  was  a  short  tiiick  wo- 
man,  about  the  age  of  /hirty-six,  and  had  a 
particular  prominence  of  belly,  which  I  j)er- 
ceivcd  at  first  sight,  not  without  some  sud 
picion  of  foul  play.     I  desired  her,  howevei, 
to  .sit,  and  treated  her  with  a  dish  of  tea, 
the  discourse  turning  on  the  good  qualities 
of  Strap,  whom  I  represented  as  a  prodiijy 
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of  sobriety,  industry,  and  virtue.  When 
she  took  her  leave,  he  followed  her  to  the 
door,  and  returned  linking  his  lips,  and 
asking  if  I  did  not  think  she  was  a  luscious 
creature]  I  made  no  mystery  of  my  appre- 
hension, but  declared  my  sentiments  of  her 
without  reserve;  at  which  he  was  not  sur- 
prised, telling  me  he  had  observed  the  same 
symptom,  but  had  been  informed  by  his  friend 
that  slje  was  only  liver-grown,  and  would, 
in  a  few  months,  be  as  small  in  the  waist  as 
ever.  "  Yes,"  said  I,  "  a  few  weeks,  I 
believe,  will  do  the  business.  In  short,  Strap, 
■X  is  my  opinion  that  you  are  egregiously 
imposed  upon  ;  and  that  this  friend  is  no 
other  than  a  rascal  who  wants  to  palm  his 
trull  upon  you  for  a  wife,  that  he  may  at 
once  deliver  himself  from  the  importunities 
of  the  mother,  and  the  expense  of  her  bant- 
Img:  for  which  reason  I  would  not  have  you 
trust  implicitly  to  the  report  he  makes  of  her 
wealth,  which  is  inconsistent  with  his  beha- 
viour :  nor  run  your  head  precipitately  into 
a  noose,  that  you  may  afterwards  wish  ex- 
changed for  the  hangman's."  He  seemed 
verv  much  startled  at  my  insinuation,  and 
promised  to  look  twice  before  he  leaped ; 
saying,  with  some  heat, — "  Odds,  if  I  find 
his  intention  is  to  betray  me,  we  shall  see 
which  of  us  is  the  better  man."  My  pre- 
diction was  verified  in  less  than  a  fortnight; 
iier  great  belly  producing  an  infant,  to  the 
unspeakable  amazement  of  Strap,  who  was, 
before  this  happened,  inclinable  to  believe  I 
had  refined  a  little  too  much  in  my  penetra- 
tion. His  false  friend  disappeared  ;  and  in 
a  few  days  after,  an  execution  was  issued 
against  her  goods  and  household-furniture, 
which  were  seized  by  the  creditors. 

Meanwhile  I  met  my  friend  Banter  at  the 
ordinary,  and  in  the  evening  went  to  the 
opera  with  him  and  Mr  Chatter,  who  point- 
ed out  Melinda  in  one  of  the  boxes,  and 
offered  to  introduce  me  to  her,  observing,  at 
the  same  time,  that  she  was  a  reigning  toast 
worth  ten  thousand  pounds.  This  piece  of 
information  made  my  heart  bound  with  joy, 
and  I  discovered  great  eagerness  to  accept 
♦.he  proposal ;  upon  which  he  assured  me  I 
should  dance  with  her  at  the  next  assembly, 
if  he  had  any  influence  in  that  quarter:  so 
Baying,  he  went  round,  spoke  to  her  some 
minutes,  and,  as  I  imagined,  pointed  at  me  ; 
then  returning,  told  me,  to  my  inexpressible 
pleasure,  that  I  might  depend  upon  what  he 
had  promised,  for  she  was  now  engaged  as 
my  partner.  Banter,  in  a  whisper,  gave  me 
to  understand,  tiiat  she  was  an  incorrigible 
coquette,  who  would  grant  the  same  favour 
to  any  young  fellow  in  England  of  a  tolera- 
ble appearance,  merely  to  engage  him  among 
the  herd  of  her  admirers,  that  she  might  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  daily  increase  ; 
that  she  was  of  a  cold  inseuoiblc  disposition, 
riea^  to  every  passion  but  vanity,  and  so 
olind  to  merit,  that  he  would  lay  any  wager 


the  wealthiest  fool  should  carry  her  at  la^t 
I  attributed  a  good  deal  of  this  intelligencf 
to  the  satirical  turn  of  my  friend,  or  resent- 
ment for  having  himself  suffered  a  rebuff' from 
the  lady  in  question  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  trust- 
ed so  much  to  my  own  accomplishments,  as 
to  believe  no  woman  could  resist  the  ardoui 
of  my  addresses. 

Full  of  this  confidence,  I  repaired  to 
Hampstead,  in  company  with  Billy  Chatter, 
my  Lord  Hobble,  and  Doctor  Wagtail. 
There  I  saw  a  very  brilliant  assembly,  before 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  walk  a  minuet 
with  Melinda,  who  charmed  me  with  her 
frank  manner  and  easiness  of  behaviour. 
Before  the  country-dances  began,  I  received 
a  message,  by  a  person  I  did  not  know,  from 
Bragwell,  who  was  present,  importing,  that 
nobody  who  knew  him  presumed  to  dance 
with  Melinda,  while  he  was  there  in  person  ; 
and  that  I  would  do  well  to  relinquish  her 
without  noise,  because  he  had  a  mind  to  lead 
up  a  country-dance  with  her.  This  extra- 
ordinary intimation,  which  was  delivered  in 
the  lady's  hearing,  did  not  at  all  discompose 
me,  who  by  this  time  was  pretty  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  of  my  rival.  I 
therefore,  without  the  least  symptom  of  con- 
cern, bade  the  gentleman  tell  Mr  Bragwell, 
that,  since  I  was  so  happy  as  to  obtain  the 
lady's  consent,  I  should  not  be  solicitous 
about  his;  and  desired  the  bearer  himself  to 
bring  me  no  such  impertinent  messages  foi 
the  future.  Melinda  affected  a  sort  of  con- 
fusion, and  pretended  to  wonde^  that  Mr 
BragAvell  should  give  himself  such  liberties 
with  regard  to  her,  who  had  no  manner  of 
connexion  with  the  fellow.  I  laid  hold  of 
this  opportunity  to  display  my  valour,  and 
offered  to  call  him  to  an  account  for  his  in 
solence,  a  proposal  which  she  absolutely  re 
fused,  under  pretence  of  consulting  my  safety 
though  I  could  perceive,  by  the  sparkling  of 
her  eyes,  that  she  would  not  have  thought 
herself  affronted  in  being  the  subject  of  : 
duel.  I  was  by  no  means  pleased  with  this 
discovery  of  her  thoughts,  which  not  only 
argued  the  most  unjustifiable  vanity,  bul 
likewise  the  most  barbarous  indifference, 
however,  I  was  allured  by  her  fortune,  and 
was  resolved  to  gratify  her  pride,  in  making 
her  the  occasion  of  a  public  quarrel  between 
me  and  Bragwell,  who,  I  was  pretty  certain, 
would  never  drive  matters  to  a  dangerou? 
extremity. 

While  we  danced  together,  I  observea 
this  formidable  rival  at  one  end  of  the  room, 
encircled  with  a  cluster  of  beaux,  to  whom 
he  talked  with  great  vehemence,  casting  many 
big  looks  at  me.  from  time  to  time.  I  guessed 
the  subject  of  his  discourse,  and.  as  soon  as  1 
had  handed  my  partner  to  her  seat,  strutted 
up  to  the  place  where  he  stood,  and,  cock- 
ing tny  iiat  n  his  face,  demanded  aloud  if  he 
had  any  tiling  to  say  to  me.  He  answerel 
with  a  sullen  tone — "  Nothing  at  presenc 


ADVHXTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


141 


sir;"  and  turned  about  upon  his  lieel.  "Wfll," 
said  I,  "you  know  where  I  am  to  bo  found  at 
iny  time."  His  companions  stared  at  one 
tnotiuT,  and  I  returned  to  the  lady,  wliose 
features  briijhtened  at  my  approach,  and  im- 
mediately a  whisper  ran  tliroufjh  tlie  whole 
room  ;  atler  which  so  many  eyes  were  turned 
upon  me,  that  I  was  ready  to  sink  with  con- 
fusion. Wlien  the  ball  broke  up,  I  led  her 
to  her  cnacii,  and,  like  a  true  French  jrallant, 
would  iiave  <;^ot  up  behind  it,  in  order  to  pro- 
tect her  from  violence  on  the  road  ;  but  she 
absolutely  refused  my  offer,  and  expressed 
her  concern  that  there  was  not  an  empty 
Beat  for  me  within  the  veiiicle, 

Ne.xt  day  in  the  afternoon,  I  waited  on  her 
at  her  lodgings,  by  permission,  in  company 
with  Chatter,  and  was  very  civilly  received 
by  her  mother  with  whom  she  lived;  there 
were  a  good  many  t'asiiionablo  people  present, 
chiefly  young  fellows  ;  immediately  after  tea, 
a  couple  of  card-tables  were  set,  at  one  of 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  play  with  Melinda, 
who,  in  less  than  three  hours,  made  shift  to 
plunder  me  of  eiir'it  guineas.  I  was  well 
enough  content  to  lose  a  little  money  with 
a  good  grace,  that  I  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity, in  the  mean  time,  to  say  soft  things, 
which  are  still  more  welcome  when  accom- 
panied with  good  luck  ;  but  I  was  by  no 
means  satisfied  of  her  fair  play  ;  a  circum- 
Btance  that  shocked  me  not  a  little,  and 
greatly  impaired  my  opinion  of  her  disinte- 
restedness and  delicacy.  However,  I  was 
resolved  to  profit  by  this  behaviour,  and  treat 
her  in  my  turn  with  less  ceremony  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, I  laid  close  siege  to  her,  and  find- 
ing her  not  at  all  disgusted  with  the  gross 
incense  I  offered,  that  very  night  made  a  de- 
claration of  love  in  plain  terms.  She  received 
my  addresses  with  great  gaiety,  and  pretend- 
ed to  laugh  them  otT;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
treated  me  with  such  particularcomplacency, 
that  I  was  persuaded  I  had  made  a  conquest 
of  her  heart,  and  concluded  myself  the 
happiest  man  alive.  Elevated  with  those 
flattering  ideas,  I  eat  down  again  to  cards 
after  supper,  and  with  great  cheerfulness 
Buflx^red  myself  to  be  cheated  of  ten  guineas 
more. 

It  was  late  before  I  took  my  leave,  after 
being  favoured  with  a  general  invitation  ;  and 
when  I  got  into  bed,  the  adventures  of  the  day 
hindered  me  from  sleeping.  Sometimes  I 
l)leased  myself  with  the  hopes  of  possessing 
a  fine  woman  with  ten  thousand  pounds : 
*hen  I  would  ruminate  on  the  character  I 
had  heard  of  her  from  Banter,  and  compare 
it  with  the  circumstances  of  her  conduct 
towards  me,  which  seemed  to  bear  too  great 
a  resemblance  to  the  picture  he  had  drawn. 
This  introduced  a  melancholy  reflection  on 
the  expense  I  had  undergone,  and  the  small- 
nees  of  my  funds  to  support  it,  which,  bv  the 
bje,  were  none  of  mv  own.  In  short,  I 
found  myself  involved    in  doubts  and    per- 


plexities, that  kept  me  awake    the  greatest 
part  of  the  night. 

In  the  morning.  Strap,  with  whom  I  had 
not  conversed  for  two  days,  presented  himself 
with  the  utensils  ft)r  shaving  me  ;  upon  which, 
I  asked  his  opinion  vt'  the  ludy  whom  he  had 
seen  me  conduct  to  her  coach  at  Ilampslead, 
— "Odd!  she  's  a  delicious  creature,"  cried 
he,   "  and,  as    I    am  informed,  a  great  }br- 
time.     I  am  sorry  you  did  not  insist  on  going 
home  with  her.     I  dare  say,  she  would  not 
have  refused  your  conjpany  ;  for  she  seemed 
to  be  a  good-humoured  soul."     "There's  a 
time   for  all  things,"   said   I.     "  You   must 
know,  Strap,  I  was  in  company  with  her  till 
one  o'clock  this  morning."     I  had  no  sooner 
pronounced  these   words   than  he  began  to 
caper  about  the  room,  and  snap  his  fingers, 
crying,  in  a  transport, — "  The  day  's  our  own  ! 
— the  day  's  our  own  I"     I  gave  him  to  un- 
derstand that  his  triumph  was  a  little  prema- 
ture, and    that    I    had    more   difliculties    tc 
surmount  than   he  was    aware  of;    then    I 
recounted  to  him  the  intelligence  I  had  re- 
ceived from  Banter.     At  which  he  changed 
colour,  shook  his  head,  and  observed  there 
was  no  faith   in  woman.     I   told  him  I  was 
resolved  to  make  a  bold  push  notwithstand- 
ing, although  I  foresaw  it  would  lead  me  into 
a   great  expense;  and  bade  him  guess  the 
sum   I  had  lost  last  night   at   cards.      He 
scratched  his  chin,  and  professed  his  abhor- 
rence of  cards,  the  very  name  of  which  being 
mentioned,  made  him  sweat  with  vexation, 
as    it   recalled    the    money-dropper    to    his 
remembrance  ; — "  But,    however,"    said  he, 
"  you    havL.  to  do  with  other  guess-people 
now.     \V''hy,  I  suppose,  if  you  had  a  bad  run 
last  night,  you  would  scarce  come  off"  for  less 
than  ten  or  twelve  shillings."     I  was  morti- 
fied    at   this    piece    of  simplicity,   which    I 
imagined,  at  that  lime,  was  all  affected,  by 
way  of  reprimand   for  my  folly  ;  and  asked 
with   some  heat,  if  he  thought  I  spent  the 
evening  in  a  collar  with  chairmen  and  hun- 
ters ;  giving  him  to  know,  at  the  same  time, 
that  my  expense  had  amounted  to  eighteen 
guineas.      It   would   require    the   pencil   of 
Hogarth   to   express   the  astonishment   and 
concern   of  Strap,   on  hearing  this  piece  of 
news  ;  the  bason  in  which  he  was  preparing 
the  lather  for  my  chin,   dropped  out  of  his 
hands,  and  he  remained  some  time  immov- 
able in  that  ludicrous  attitude,  with  his  mouth 
open,  and  his  eyes  thrust  forward  considera- 
bly beyond  their  station  ;  but  remembering 
my  disposition,  which  was  touchy  and  impa- 
tient of  control,  he  smothered  his  chagrin, 
and  attempted  to  recollect  himself.     With 
this  view  he  endeavoured  to  laugh,  but,  in 
spite  of  his  teeth,  broke  out  in  a  whimper, 
took  up  his  wash-ball  and  pewter-pot,  scrub- 
bed my  beard  with  the  one,  and  discharged 
the  other  upon  my  face.     I  took  no  notice  oi 
his  confusion,  but  after  he  had  fully  recover- 
ed himself,  put  him  in  mind  of  his  right,  anf 
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assured  him  of  my  readiness  to  surrender  his 
effects  whenever  he  should  think  proper  to 
Jemand  them.  He  was  nettled  at  my  insin- 
jation,  whicli  he  thought  proceeded  from  my 
distrust  of  his  friendship ;  and  begged  I 
would  never  talk  to  him  in  that  strain  again, 
iniless  I  had  a  mind  to  break  his  heart. 

Tills  good  creature's  unalterable  friendship 
for  me  affected  me  with  the  most  grateful 
sentiments,  and  acted  as  a  spur  to  my  reso- 
fction  of  acquiring  a  fortune,  that  I  might 
nave  it  in  my  power  to  manifest  my  gene- 
rosity in  my  turn.  For  this  purpose  I  deter- 
mined to  bring  matters  to  a  speedy  conclu- 
sion with  Melinda  ;  well  knowing  that  a  few 
such  nights  as  the  last,  would  effectually 
incapacitate  mo  from  prosecuting  that  or  any 
other  advantageous  amour. 

While  my  meditations  were  busied  in 
planning  out  my  future  conduct,  Mr  Banter 
I'avoured  me  with  a  visit  ;  and,  after  break- 
fast, asked  how  I  had  passed  the  preceding 
evening]  I  answered,  I  was  very  agreeably 
entertained  at  a  private  house.  "  Yes," 
said  he,  with  a  sarcastic  smile,  "  you  deserv- 
ed something  e.xtraordinary  for  the  price 
you  paid."  I  was  surprised  at  this  remark, 
and  pretended  ignorance  of  liis  meaning. 
"  Come,  come,  Random,"  continued  he, 
"  you  need  not  make  a  mystery  of  it  to  me, 
the  whole  town  has  it.  I  wish  that  foolish 
affair  between  you  and  Bragwell  at  Hamp- 
stead  had  been  less  public.  It  has  set  all  the 
busy-bodies  at  work  to  find  out  your  real 
character  and  situation ;  and  you  cannot 
imagine  what  conjectures  have  already  cir- 
culated at  your  expense.  One  suspects  you 
to  be  a  Jesuit  in  disguise  ;  another  thinks  you 
are  an  agent  from  the  pretender ;  a  third 
believes  you  to  be  an  upstart  gamester,  be- 
cause nobody  knows  any  thing  of  your  family 
or  fortune  ;  a  fourth  is  of  opinion  that  you 
are  an  Irish  fortune-hunter."  This  lasthy- 
iK)thesi3  touched  mc  so  nearly,  that  to  con- 
.•eal  my  confusion,  I  was  fain  to  interrupt  his 
detail,  and  damn  the  world  for  an  envious 
meddling  community,  that  would  not  suffer  a 
gentleman  to  live  without  molestation.  He 
took  no  notice  of  this  apostrophe,  but  went 
on, — "  For  my  own  part,  I  neither  know, 
nor  desire  to  know,  who  or  what  you  are  ; 
this  I  am  certain  of,  that  few  people  make 
u  mystery  of  their  origin  or  situation,  who 
can  boast  of  any  thing  advantageous  in  either ; 
and  my  own  opinion  of  the  matter  is,  that 
you  have  raised  yourself  by  your  industry, 
from  nothing  to  the  appearance  you  now 
maintain;  and  which  you  endeavour  to  sup- 
port by  some  matrimonial  scheme."  Hero 
lie  fixed  his  eyes  steadfastly  upon  mo,  and 
perceiving  my  face  covered  with  blushes, 
told  me,  now  he  was  confirmed  in  his  ojjin- 
ion  : — "  Look  ye.  Random,"  said  he,  "  I 
have  divined  your  plan,  and  am  confident  it 
will  never  succeed.  You  are  too  honest, 
tnd  too  ignorant  of  the  town,  to  practise  the 


necessary  cheats  of  your  profession,  and  de- 
tect the  conspiracies  that  will  be  formed 
against  you.  Besides,  you  are  downright 
bashful — What  the  devil !  set  up  for  a  for- 
tune-hunter before  you  have  conquered  thn 
sense  of  shame  !  perhaps  you  are  entitled  by 
your  merit,  and  I  believe  you  are,  to  a  richer 
and  better  wife  than  Melinda  ;  but,  take  my 
word  for  it,  she  is  not  to  be  won  at  that  rate  , 
or,  if  you  are  so  lucky  as  to  carry  her,  be 
tween  you  and  me,  you  may  say,  as  Teague 
did,  By  my  soul,  I  have  gained  a  loss .'  She 
would  take  care  to  spend  her  fortune  in  a 
twinkling,  and  soon  make  you  sick  of  her 
extravagance."  I  was  alarmed  by  his  dis- 
course, while  I  resented  the  freedom  of  it, 
and  expressed  my  disgust,  by  telling  him,  he 
was  mistaken  in  my  intentions,  and  desiring 
he  would  give  me  leave  to  regulate  my  con- 
duct according  to  the  dictates  of  my  own 
reason.  He  made  an  apology  for  the  liberty 
he  had  taken,  and  ascribed  it  to  the  warmth 
of  his  friendship  for  me ;  as  an  uncommon 
instance  of  which,  he  borrowed  five  guineas, 
assuring  me  there  were  very  few  people  ir. 
the  world  whom  he  would  so  far  favour  with 
his  confidence.  I  gave  him  the  money,  and 
professed  myself  so  well  convinced  of  hia 
sincerity,  that  he  had  no  occasion  to  put  it 
to  such  e.xtraordinary  proofs  for  the  future. 
"  I  thought,"  said  he,  "  to  have  asked  fiv* 
pieces  more,  but  hearing  you  were  bubbled  o! 
eighteen  last  night,  I  presumed  you  might 
be  out  of  cash,  and  resolved  to  model  my  de- 
mand accordingly."  I  could  not  help  admir- 
ing the  cavalier  behaviour  of  this  spark,  ol 
whom  I  desired  to  know  his  reason  for  say- 
ing I  was  bubbled.  He  then  gave  me  to 
understand,  that,  before  he  came  to  mj 
lodgings,  he  had  beat  up  Tom  Tossle,  who, 
having  been  present,  informed  him  of  the 
particulars,  rehearsed  all  the  fine  things  I 
said  to  Melinda,  with  which  he  proposes  to 
entertain  the  town  ;  and,  among  other  cir- 
cumstances, assured  him,  my  mistress  cheat- 
ed me  with  so  little  art,  tiiat  nobody  but  a 
mere  novice  could  have  been  imposed 
upon. 

The  thoughts  of  becoming  a  subject  of 
raillery  for  coxcombs,  and  losing  my  money 
to  boot,  stung  me  to  the  quick  ;  but  I  made 
a  virtue  of  my  indignation,  and  swore  that 
no  man  should,  with  impunity,  either  asperse 
the  character  of  Melinda,  or  turn  my  beha- 
viour into  ridicule.  He  replied  in  a  dry 
manner,  that  I  would  find  it  an  Herculean 
task  to  chastise  every  body  who  would  laugh 
at  my  expense  ;  and  as  for  the  character  of 
Melinda,  he  did  not  see  l»ow  it  could  suffer 
by  what  was  laid  to  her  charge ;  for  that 
cheating  at  cards,  far  from  being  reckoned  a 
blemish  among  people  of  fashion,  was  looked 
upon  as  an  honourable  indication  of  supcriot 
genius  and  address — "  But  let  us  wave  this 
subject,"  said  he,  "  and  go  to  the  coffeehouse 
in  order  to  make  a  party  for  dinner." 
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CHAPTER  XLVIII. 

We  repair  to  the  coffeehouse,  where  we  over- 
hear a  curious  dispu'.e  between  Wagtail 
and  Medlar,  which  is  referred  to  our  de- 
cision— the  doctor  i^ives  an  account  of 
his  experiment — Medlar  is  roasted  by 
Ban'';r  at  the  ordinary — the  old  gentle- 
man s  advice  to  me. 

Heino  as  willing  to  drop  the  tliome,  ns  he 
1.0  propose  it,  1  accompanied  him  thither, 
where  we  found  JMr  Medlar  and  Dr  Wagtail 
disputing  upon  the  word  custard,  vvhicli  tiie 
physician  atRrmed  should  be  spelled  with  a 
g-,  because  it  was  derived  from  the  Latin 
word  gustare, — "to  taste."  But  Medlar 
pleaded  custom  in  behalf  of  c,  observing,  that, 
by  tiio  doctor's  rule,  wo  ought  to  change 
pudding  into  budding,  because  it  is  derived 
from  the  French  word  boudin;  and  in  that 
case,  why  not  retain  the  original  orthography 
and  pronunciation  of  all  the  foreign  words 
we  have  adopted  ;  by  which  means  our  lan- 
guage would  become  a  dissonant  jargon,  with- 
out standard  or  proi)riety  .'  Tiie  controversy 
was  referred  to  us  ;  and  Banter,  notwith- 
standing his  real  opinion  to  the  contrary, 
Jecided  it  in  favour  of  Wagtail:  upon  which 
the  peevish  annuitant  arose,  and  uttering  the 
monosyllable  "  Pish  !"  with  groat  emphasis, 
removed  to  anotlier  table. 

We  then  inquired  of  the  doctor  what  pro- 
gress he  had  made  in  the  experiment  of  dis- 
tilling tinder  water;  and  he  told  us  he  had 
been  at  all  the  glass-houses  about  town,  but 
could  find  nobody  who  would  vmdertake  to 
olow  a  retort  large  enough  to  hold  the  third 
part  of  the  quantity  prescribed  ;  but  he  in- 
tended to  try  the  process  on  as  much  as 
wou'id  produce  five  drops,  which  would  be 
sufficient  to  prove  the  specific,  and  then  he 
wou'id  make  it  a  parliamentary  affair  :  that  he 
had  already  purchased  a  considerable  weight 
of  rags,  in  reducing  which  to  tinder,  he  had 
met  with  a  misfortune,  which  had  obliged 
him  to  change  his  lodgings ;  for  he  had  ga- 
thered them  in  a  heap  on  the  floor,  and  set 
fire  to  them  with  a  candle,  on  the  supposition 
that  the  boards  would  sustain  no  damage, 
because  it  is  the  nature  of  flame  to  ascend  ; 
but  by  some  very  extraordinary  accident 
the  wood  was  i  ivaded,  and  began  to  blaze 
with  great  violence,  which  disordered  him 
BO  much,  that  he  had  not  presence  of  mind 
enough  to  call  for  a.-sistance,  and  the  whole 
house  must  have  been  consumed,  with  him 
in  the  midst  of  it,  had  not  the  smoke,  that 
rolled  out  of  the  windows  in  clouds,  alarmed 
the  neighbourhood,  and  brought  people  to 
nia  succour;  that  he  had  lost  a  pair  of  black 
velvet  breeches  and  a  tie-wig  in  the  hurry, 
besides  the  expense  of  the  rags,  which  were 
rendered  useless  by  the  water  used  to  quench 
the  flame,  and  the  damage  of  the  floor,  which 


he  was  compelled  to  repair.  That  his  land- 
lord, believing  him  distracted,  had  insisted 
on  his  quitting  his  apartment  at  a  minute's 
warning,  and  he  was  put  to  incredible  incon- 
vonic-nce  ;  but  now  ho  was  settled  in  a  very 
comfortable  house,  and  nad  the  use  of  a  large 
paved  yard  for  preparing  his  tinder:  so  that 
he  hoi)od  in  a  very  short  tune  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  his  labour. 

After  having  congratulated  the  doctor  on 
his  prospect,  and  read  the  papers,  wo  re- 
paired to  an  auction  of  pictures,  where  wo 
entertained  ourselves  an  hour  or  two.  Frorr 
thence  wo  adjourned  to  the  Mall,  and,  atler 
two  or  three  turns,  went  back  to  dinner. 
Banter  assuring  us,  that  he  intended  to  roast 
Medlar  at  the  ordinary  ;  and  indeed  we  were 
no  sooner  seated,  than  the  cynic  began  to 
execute  his  purpose,  by  telling  the  old  gen- 
tleman, that  he  looked  extremely  well,  con- 
sidering the  little  sleep  ho  had  enjoyed  last 
night.  To  this  compliment  Medhir  made  no 
reply,  hut  by  a  stare  accompanied  uitl)  a  sig- 
nificant grin  ; — and  Banter  went  on  thus  : — 
"  I  don't  know  whether  most  to  admire  the 
charity  of  your  mind,  or  the  vigour  of  your 
body.  Upon  my  soul,  Mr  Medlar,  you  do 
generous  things  with  the  best  taste  of  any 
man  I  know :  you  extend  your  compassion 
to  real  objects,  and  exact  only  such  returns 
as  they  are  capable  of  making.  You  must 
know,  gentlemen,"  (said  he  turning  to  the 
company)  "  I  had  been  up  most  part  of  the 
night  with  a  friend  who  is  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
on  my  return  home  this  morning  chanced  to 
pass  by  a  gin-shop  still  open,  whence  issued 
a  confused  sound  of  inirtii  and  jollity  :  upon 
which  I  popped  in  my  head,  and  perceived 
Mr  Medlar  dancing  bare-headed  in  the  midst 
of  ten  or  twenty  ragged  hunters,  who  re- 
joiced at  his  expense.  But  indeed,  Mr  Med- 
lar, you  ought  not  to  sacrifice  your  consti- 
tution to  your  benevolence.  Consider  you 
grow  old  apace  ;  and  therefore  have  a  reve- 
rend care  of  your  health,  which  must  cer- 
tainly be  very  much  impaired  by  these  noc- 
turnal expeditions."  The  testy  senior  could 
no  longer  contain  himself,  but  cried  hastily. 
"  'Tis  well  known  that  your  tongue  is  no 
slander."  "I  think,"  said  the  other,  "you 
might  spare  that  observation,  as  you  are 
very  sensible,  that  my  tongue  hath  done  you 
signal  service  on  many  occasions.  You  may 
remember,  that  when  you  made  your  address- 
es to  the  fat  widow,  who  kept  a  public 
house  at  Islington,  there  was  a  report  spread 
very  much  to  the  prejudice  of  your  manhood, 
which  coming  to  the  ears  of  your  mistress, 
you  were  discarded  immediately,  and  I  brought 
matters  to  a  reconciliation,  by  assuring  her 
you  had  three  bastards  at  nurse  in  the  coun- 
try  :  how  you  ruined  your  own  affair  after- 
wards, it  is  neither  my  business  nor  inclina- 
tion to  relate."  This  anecdote,  which  had 
no  other  foundation  than  in  Banter's  own 
invention,  afforded  a  good  deal  of  mirlh  te 
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every  body  present,  and  provoked  Mr  Med-  l  me,  that  he  was  a  very  pretty  gent /eman  of 
lar  beyond  all  sufferance  ;  so  that  he  started  family  and  fortune  ;  a  scholar,  a  wit,  a  critic, 
UP  in  'a  mighty  passion,  and,  forgetting  that  and  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  town  ,• 
h.d  mouth °vas  full,  bespattered  those  who    that  his  honour  and  courage  were  unqnes^ 


Bat  next  to  him,  wlwle  he  discharged  his  in 
dignation  in  a  volley  of  oaths,  and  called 
Banter  insignihcant  puppy,  impertinent  jack- 
anapes, and  a  hundred  such  appellations  ; 
telling  the  company,  he  had  invented  these 
false  malicious  aspersions,  because  he  would 
not  lend  liim  money  to  squander  away  upon 
rooks  and  whores.  "  A  very  likely  story 
(said  Banter),  that  I  should  attempt  to  bor- 
row money  of  a  man  who  is  obliged  to  prac- 
tise a  thousand  shifts  to  make  his  weekly 
allowance  hold  out  till  Saturday's  night. 
Sometimes  he  sleeps  four-and-twenty  hours 
at  a  stretch,  by  which  means  he  saves  three 
meals  besides  coffeehouse  expense.  Some- 
times he  is  fain  to  put  up  with  bread  and 
cheese  and  small  beer  for  dinner  ;  and  some- 
times  he  regales  on  two  penny  worth  of  ox- 
cheek  in  a  cellar."  "  You  are  a  lying  mis- 
creant," cried  Medlar,  in  an  ecstasy  of  rage, 
"  I  can  always  command  money  enough  to 
pay  your  tailor's  bill,  which  I  am  sure  is  no 
trifle ;  and  I  have  a  good  rnind  to  give  you  a 
convincing  proof  of  my  circumstances,  by 
prosecuting  you  for  defamation,  sirrah."  By 
this  time  the  violence  of  his  wrath  had  de- 
prived hirn  of  his  appetite,  and  he  sat  silent, 
unable  to  swallow  one  nioutliful,  while  his 
tormentor  enjoyed  his  mortification,  and  in- 
creased his  chagrin,  by  advising  him  to  lay 
in  plentifully  for  his  next  day's  fast. 

Dinner  being  ended,  we  came  down  stairs 
CO  the  coffeeroom,  and  Banter  went  away  to 
keep  an  appointment,  saying  he  supposed  he 
should  see   Wagtail  and  me  in  the  evening 
at   the    Bedford    coffeehouse.     He   was   no 
sooner  gone,  than  the  old  gentleman  took 
me  aside,  and  said  lie  was  sorry  to  see  me 
so  intimate  with  that  fellow,  who  was  one 
of  the  most  graceless  rakes  about  town,  and 
had  already  wasted  a  good  estate  and  con- 
stitution upon  harlots  ;  that  he  had  been  the 
ruin  of  many  a  young  man,  by  introducing 
Ihcm   into  debauched  company,  and  sotting 
a  lewd  example  of  all   manner  of  wicked- 
ness ;   and  that,  unless  I  was  on  my  guard, 
he  v.-ould  strip  me  in  a  short  time  both  of  my 
money  and  reputation.     I  thanked  him  for 
his   information,   and   promised   to   conduct 
myself  accordingly,   wishing,   however,   his 
caution  had  been  a  few  hours  more  early,  by 
which  means  I  might  have  saved  five  guineas. 
Notwithstanding  this  intelligence,  I  was  in- 
clinable to  impute  some  part  of  the  charge 
lo  Medlar's  revenge  for  the  liberties  taken 
with  him  at  dinner;   and,  therefore,  as  soon 
s  I  could  disengage  myself,  applied  to  Wag- 
tail for  his  opinion  of  the  character  in  ques- 
tion ;   resolved   to  compare   their  accounts, 
allowing  for  the  prejudice  of  each,  and   to 
torm  my  judgment  upon  both,  without  adhe- 
•iujf  strictly '^to  either.     Tiie  doctor  assured 


tionable,  though  some  e.xtravagances  he  had 
been  guilty  of,  and  liis  talent  for  satire,  haC 
procured  him  enemies,  and  made  seme  pco- 
yje  shy  of  his  acquaintance.  From  these 
(different  sketches,  1  concluded  that  Banter 
was  a  young  fellow  of  some  parts,  who  hart 
spent  his  fortune,  but  retained  his  appetites, 
and  fallen  out  with  the  world,  because  he 
could  not  enjoy  it  to  his  wish. 

I  went  to  the  Bedford  coffeehouse  in  the 
evening,  where  I  met  my  friends,  from, 
thence  proceeded  to  the  play,  and  afterwards 
carried  them  home  to  my  lodgings,  where 
we  supped  in  great  good  humour. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. 

I  receive  a  challenge — the  consequences  of 
it — the  quarrel  being  made  up,  am  put  in 
arrest,  by  the  care  and  affection  of  Strap 
— but  immediately  released  upon  explain- 
ing my  affair — the  behaviour  of  Mr 
Oregan  and  his  two  friends: — I  visit  Me- 
linda,  whom  I  divert  with  an  account  of 
the  duel — propose  marriage — she  refers 
the  matter  to  her  mother ,  of  whom  I  make 
a  solemn  demand  of  her  daughter — the 
old  lady^s  behaviour — /  am  discarded — 
resent  their  disdain. 

W^iiEN  I  was  ready  to  go  abroad  next  day. 
Strap  brought  me  a  letter.  To  Mr  Random, 
Esq.  Those — which,  upon  opening,  I  found 
contained  a  challenge,  conceived  in  these 
very  extraordinary  terms  : 

"  Sir, — Whereas  I  am  informed  that  you 
make  love  to  Miss  Melinda  Goosetrap — This 
is  to  let  you  know  that  she  is  under  promise 
of  marriage  to  me  ;  and  that  I  am  at  this 
present  waiting  at  the  back  of  Montague- 
house,  with  a  pair  of  good  pistols  in  my  hand  ; 
and  if  you  will  keep  your  appointment,  I  will 
make  your  tongue  confess  (afler  the  breath  is 
out  of  your  body)  that  you  do  not  deserve 
her  as  well  as,  yours,  &,c. 

"  RouRK  Oregan." 

I  guessed,  from  the  style  and  subscription 
of  this  billet,  that  my  rival  was  a  true  Mile- 
sian,  and  was  not  a  little  uneasy  at  the  con 
tents,  especially  that  part  in  which  he  asser 
ted  his  right  to  my  mistress  by  promise,  a 
circumstance  I  did  not  know  how  to  recon- 
cile to  her  good  sense  and  penetration. 
However,  this  was  no  time  for  me  to  decline 
the  defiance,  because  the  success  of  my  ad- 
dresses  might,  in  a  great  measure,  depend 
upon  my  behaviour  in  that  affair.  I  there- 
fore  immediately  loaded  my  pistols,  and  be- 
took myself  in  a  hackney-coach  to  the  piace 
appointed,  where  T  found  a  tall  raw-boned 
man,  with  a  hard  featured  countenance,  unfl 
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black  bushy  board,  walking  by  himself,  wrap- 
ped u|)  in  a  shabby  jjreat-coat,  over  whicli 
his  own  iiair  descended  in  a  leathern  queue 
from  his  head,  that  was  covered  with  a 
g^reasy  hat  trimmed  with  a  tarnished  point 
d'Etpairne.  Ho  no  sooner  perceived  me 
advancing,  than  he  pulled  a  pistol  from  his 
bosom,  and  presenting  it  at  me,  snapped  it 
without  the  least  preamble.  Alarmed  at 
this  rude  salutation,  I  made  a  stand  ;  and 
before  ho  could  adjust  his  other  piece,  tired 
one  of  mine  at  him,  without  doing  any 
damage.  By  tiiis  time  he  was  ready  witii 
his  second,  that  flashed  in  the  pan  without 
going  oft":  upon  which  lie  called  with  a  true 
Tipperary  cadence, — "  Fire  away,  honey," 
and  began  to  hammer  his  flint  with  great  de- 
liberation. But  1  was  resolved  to  make  use 
of  the  advantage  fortune  had  given  ino  ; 
and  therefore  stepped  up,  without  throwing 
away  my  fire,  desiring  him  to  ask  his  life,  or 
prepare  for  another  world ;  but  this  stout 
Hibernian  refused  to  condescend,  and  com- 
plained bitterly  of  my  having  quitted  my 
ground  before  he  could  return  my  shot ;  say- 
ing, I  ought  to  go  back  to  my  station,  and  let 
him  have  an  equal  chance  with  me.  I  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  him  that  I  had  given 
nim  a  double  chance  already  ;  and  it  was  my 
business  to  prevent  him  from  enjoying  a 
third  ; — but  now,  since  I  had  an  opportunity, 
I  demanded  a  parley,  and  desired  to  know 
his  condition,  and  reason  for  calling  me  to 
the  field,  who,  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance, 
far  from  having  done  him  any  injury,  had 
never  before  seen  him.  He  told  me  that 
he  was  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  who  had 
soent  all  he  had,  and  hearing  that  JNIelinda 
h*d  got  ten  thousand  pounds,  he  intended 
to  make  himself  master  of  that  sum  by 
espousing  her,  and  was  determined,  in  an 
honourable  way,  to  cut  the  throats  of  all 
those  who  stood  between  him  and  his 
hopes.  I  then  demanded  to  know  the  foun- 
dation of  his  hopes  ;  and,  now,  that  I  had 
seen  him,  being  more  and  more  astonished 
at  the  circumstance  of  the  promise,  desired 
that  he  would  explain  that  mystery  ;  he  gave 
me  to  understand  that  he  trusted  entirely  to 
his  birth  and  personal  merit ;  that  he  had 
frequently  written  to  Melinda,  setting  forth 
his  claim  and  pretensions,  but  she  was  never 
kind  enough  to  send  an  answer,  or  even  to 
admit  him  into  her  presence  ;  and  that  the 
promise  he  mentioned  in  his  letter  was  made 
by  his  friend  Mr  Gahagan,  who  assured  him, 
*hat  no  woman  could  resist  a  man  of  his  ap- 
icarance.  I  could  not  forbear  laughing  to 
excess  at  the  simplicity  of  my  rival,  who  did 
not  seem  to  lelish  my  mirth,  but  began  to  be 
very  serious  :  upon  which  I  endeavoured  to 
■  ppease  him,  by  giving  him  my  word  of  ho- 
nour, that,  far  from  prejudicing  his  addresses 
to  the  lady,  I  would  represent  him  to  her  in 
tlie  most  favourable  light  I  could  with  any 
regard  to  truth  ;  but  he  must  not  be  surprised 
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if  she  should  remain  blind  to  his  deserta,  for 
nothing  was  more  capricious  than  a  woman's 
mind,  and  the  airection  of  that  se.x  was  sel- 
dcim  purchased  with  virtue  alone.  That  my 
declaration  might  have  the  better  elfoct,  I 
took  notice  of  his  dishabille  ;  and  professing 
sorrow  at  seeing  a  gentleman  reduced,  slip- 
ped two  guineas  into  his  hand :  at  sight  of 
which  he  threw  away  liis  pistols,  and  hug. 
ging  mo  in  his  armj,  cried, — "Arrah,  by 
Jasus  now,  you  are  the  best  friend  I  have  met 
with  these  seven  long  years."  When  I  had 
suffered  some  minutes  in  his  embrace,  ha 
quitted  me,  and  picking  up  his  rusty  arms, 
wished  the  devil  might  burn  him,  if  ever  he 
should  give  me  any  further  trouble  about 
womankind. 

Tiie  quarrel  being  thus  amicably  com- 
posed,  I  begged  leave  to  look  at  his  pistols, 
which  I  found  so  crazy  and  so  foul,  that  1 
believe  it  was  happy  fur  him  neither  of  them 
was  discharged,  for  one  of  them  would  cer- 
tainly have  split  in  the  going  off,  and  he 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  lost  his  hand 
in  the  e.\plosion  ;  but  what  gave  me  a  lively 
idea  of  the  man's  character,  waste  find,  upon 
examination,  that  one  of  them  liaa  boon 
loaded  without  being  primed,  and  the  other 
primed  without  a  charge. 

While  we  walked  home  together,  I  ex- 
pressed a  desire  of  knowing  my  new  friend's 
history:  and  he  informed  me  of  his  having 
served  in  the  German  army  as  a  volunteer 
against  the  Turks  ;  that,  for  his  behaviour  at 
the  siege  of  Belgrade,  he  had  been  honoured 
with  an  ensign's  commission,  and  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  in  which 
station  it  was  his  misfortune  to  affront  hia 
captain,  who  challenged  him  to  the  field,  and 
was  killed  in  the  duel,  upon  which  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat : — that  he  had  been  in  Eng- 
land some  years  soliciting  his  friends  for 
provision  in  the  British  army ;  but  being 
hitherto  unsuccessful,  was  desired  by  Mr 
Gahagan  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  matrimony, 
and  make  his  fortune  by  an  advantageous 
match :  in  consequence  of  which  advice,  he 
had  made  up  to  Melinda,  and  having  heard, 
by  means  of  an  Irish  footman  in  the  family, 
that  I  was  her  chief  favourite,  had  called  me 
out,  in  hopes  of  removing,  by  my  death,  the 
greatest  obstruction  to  his  desires  :  but  now 
he  was  convinced  of  my  honour  and  gener. 
osity,  he  swore,  by  the  blessed  Virgin,  ho. 
would  think  of  her  no  more,  if  there  was  not 
canother  woman  in  the  world.  As  a  farther 
proof  of  his  veracity,  which  I  did  not  at  al 
doubt,  he  opened  an  old  iron  snuff'-box,  and 
pulled  out  his  commission  in  the  imperia' 
army,  and  his  captain's  challenge,  which  he 
preserved  as  testimonials  of  his  character. 
I  was  so  well  convinced  of  this  poor  man's 
honesty  and  courage,  that  I  determined  tO' 
speak  in  his  behalf  to  some  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, who  might  recommend  his  case  to  the 
considerati  on  of  those  who  could  provide  fot 
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41111 ;  and.  in  the  mean  time,  to  accommodate 
nim  with  a  few  clothes,  by  which  his  appear- 
ance would  be  much  mended,  and  himself  en- 
abled  to  renew  his  solicitations  in  person. 

As  MB  walked  along',  conversing  socially 
together,  we  were  met  by  a  file  of  musketeers, 
and  Strap  at  their  head,  who  no  sooner  ap- 
proached, than,  with  a  frantic  look,  he  cried, 
— "  Seize  them  ! — in  the  name  of  God  !  seize 
them."  We  were  accordingly  surrouraied, 
and  I  put  in  arrest  by  the  corporal,  who  was 
commanding  ofiicer :  but  Captain  Oregan 
disengaged  himself,  and  ran  with  such  speed 
towards  Tottenhim-court  road,  that  he  was 
out  of  sigiit  in  a  r.;oment.  When  my  arms 
were  delivered  up,  and  myself  secured,  Strap 
became  a  little  more  composed,  and  asked 

Eardon  for  the  liberty  he  had  taken,  which 
e  hoped  I  would  excuse,  as  it  proceeded 
from  his  afiection.  He  then  told  me,  that, 
suspecting  the  letter  (which  by  the  bye  was 
brought  by  the  author  himself)  contained 
sometiiing  extraordinary,  he  had  peeped 
through  the  key-liole,  and  seen  me  load  my 
pistols  ;  upon  which  he  ran  down  to  White- 
aall,  and  applied  to  the  oTicer  on  guard  for  a 
party  to  put  me  in  arrest :  but  before  he  re- 
'.urned,  T  was  gone  in  a  coach  ;  that  he  had 
inquired  which  way  I  went,  and  having  heard 
that  duels  were  commonly  fought  at  the  back 
of  Montague  house,  he  conducted  the  guard 
to  this  place,  where  he  thanked  God  for  hav- 
mg  found  me  safe  and  sound.  I  gave  him  to 
understand  that  I  forgave  his  officious  con- 
cern for  once,  but  cautioned  him,  in  pretty 
severe  terms,  for  making  me  the  subject  of 
idle  conversation  for  the  future;  then,  turn- 
ing to  the  corporal,  thanked  him  for  his  care, 
and  gave  him  a  crown  to  drink  with  his  men, 
assuring  him  that  the  rencontre  was  over 
long  before  he  came  up,  and  every  thing 
compromised,  as  he  might  have  observed  by 
our  behaviour ;  as  a  farther  proof  of  which 
he  would  find,  upon  examination,  that  one  of 
my  pistols  had  been  discharged  ;  but  tliis  civil 
person,  without  giving  himself  or  me  any 
further  trouble,  received  the  bounty  with  a 
thousand  bows  and  acknowledgements,  and 
returning  the  pistols,  released  me  imme- 
diately. 

He  was  not  gone  a  hundred  yards,  when 
my  friend  Oregan  came  up,  in  order  to  rescue 
me,  with  two  tatterdemalions,  whom  he  had 
engaged  for  that  purpose  about  the  purlieus 
of  St  Giles's  :  one  of  them  was  armed  with 
a  Kiusket  that  wanted  a  lock,  and  another 
.vitli  a  rusty  broad-sword;  but  their  dress 
surpassed  all  description.  When  he  un- 
ilerstood  I  was  already  free,  he  made  an 
apology  for  his  abrupt  departure,  and  intro- 
duced me  to  his  two  companions  ;  first,  to 
counsellor  Fitz-clabber,  who,  he  told  me,  was 
then  employed  in  compiling  a  history  of  the 
kings  of  Munster,  from  Irish  manuscripts  ; 
indthen  to  his  friend  MrGahagan,  who  was 
1  profound  philosor'ierandnolitician.and  had 


projected  many  excellent  schemes  for  the 
good  of  his  country.  But  it  seems  theso 
literati  had  been  very  ill  rewarded  for  their 
ingenious  labours ;  for  between  them  both 
there  was  but  one  shirt  and  half  a  pair  of 
breeches.  I  thanked  them  very  kindly  for 
their  readiness  to  assist  me,  and  having  of- 
fered my  service  in  my  turn,  bade  them  good 
morrow,  desiring  Oregan  to  accompany  mc 
to  my  lodgings,  where  he  was  fitted  with 
decent  clothes  from  my  wardrobe,  so  much 
to  his  satisfaction,  that  he  swore  eternal  grati- 
tude and  friendship  to  me,  and,  at  my  re., 
quest,  recounted  all  the  adventures  of  his 
life. 

In  the  afternoon  I  waited  on  Melinda,  who 
received  me  with  great  kindness  and  famili- 
arity, and  laughed  excessively  at  my  adven- 
ture with  the  Irishman,  to  whose  wishes 
she  was  no  stranger,  having  more  than  a 
dozen  letters  in  her  possession,  which  lie 
had  wrote  to  her  on  the  subject  of  love, 
and  which,  for  my  entertainment,  she  sub- 
mitted  to  my  perusal.  Having  made  our- 
selves merry  at  the  expense  of  this  poot 
admirer,  I  seized  the  opportunity  of  her  mo- 
tiier's  going  out  of  the  room,  and  introduced 
my  own  passion,  which  I  recommended  to 
her  with  all  the  ardour  and  eloquence  I  was 
master  of.  I  flattered,  sighed,  swore,  en- 
treated, and  acted  a  thousand  extravagan- 
cies,  in  hopes  of  making  some  impression  on 
her  heart;  but  she  heard  every  thing  I  said 
without  discovering  the  least  emotion  ;  and 
other  company  came  in  before  she  would 
vouchsafe  one  serious  reply.  After  tea,  the 
cards  were  brought  in,  according  to  custom, 
and  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  have  Melinda 
for  my  partner ;  by  which  means,  instead  of 
losing,  I  came  off  with  five  guineas  clear  gain. 
I  soon  became  acquainted  with  a  good 
many  people  of  fashion,  and  spent  my  time 
in  the  modish  diversions  of  the  town,  such  aa 
plays,  operas,  masquerades,  drums,  assem- 
blies, and  puppet-shows  ;  chiefly  in  compa- 
ny with  Melinda,  whom  I  cultivated  with  all 
the  eagerness  and  address  that  my  prospec 
could  inspire,  or  my  education  afford :  I 
spared  neither  my  person  nor  my  purse  to 
gratify  her  vanity  and  pride  :  my  rivals  were 
intimidated,  and  indeed  outshone  ;  and,  after 
all,  I  began  to  fear  that  the  dear  creature 
had  not  a  heart  to  lose.  At  last,  finding  my- 
self unable  to  support  the  expense  of  thig 
amour  much  longer,  I  was  determined  to 
bring  the  matter  to  a  crisis  ;  and  one  even- 
ing, while  we  were  together  oy  ourselves, 
complained  of  her  indifference,  described  the 
tortures  of  suspense  to  a  love-sick  mind,  and 
pressed  her  to  disclose  her  sentiments  of 
matrimony  and  me,  with  such  earnestness, 
that  she  could  not,  with  all  her  art,  shift  the 
subject,  but  was  obliired  to  come  to  an  ec- 
laircissement.  She  told  me  with  a  careless 
air,  that  she  had  no  objection  to  my  person, 
and,  if  I  could  satisfy  her  mother  in  othfsr 
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part.  :uUirs,  I  should  not  find  licr  averse  to 
,lie  match ;  but  slje  was  resolved  to  do  no- 
tliine^  in  such  a  momentous  concern  witiiout 
me  advice  and  consent  of  her  parent.  Tiiis 
was  no  very  aj^rceable  declaration  to  me, 
whose  aim  had  been  to  win  her  inriination 
first,  and  then  secure  my  conquest  by  a  pri- 
vate marriage,  to  which  I  flattered  myself  she 
WO!;ld  express  no  reluctance.  That  I  might 
not,  however,  desert  my  cause  before  it  was 
desperate,  I  waited  on  her  mother,  and  with 
great  formality  demanded  the  daughter  in 
aiar'iage.  The  good  lady,  who  was  a  very 
notable  woman,  behaved  witli  great  state 
and  civility  ;  thanked  me  for  the  honour  I 
intended  her  family  ;  and  said,  she  did  not 
doubt  that  I  was  in  all  respects  qualified 
to  make  a  woman  happy  ;  but  it  concerned 
her,  as  a  parent  anxious  about  the  welfare  of 
her  child,  to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  my 
fortune,  and  know  what  settlement  I  propo- 
ned to  make.  To  this  intimation,  which 
would  have  utterly  disconcerted  me  if  I  had 
not  e.xpected  it,  I  replied,  without  hesitation, 
that,  though  my  fortune  was  very  small,  I 
was  a  gentleman  by  birth  and  education, 
would  maintain  her  daughter  in  the  sphere  of 
a  gtmtlewoman,  and  settle  her  own  dowry 
on  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever.  This  careful 
matron  did  not  seem  to  relish  my  proposal, 
but  observed,  with  a  demure  countenance, 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  settling  that 
upon  her  child  which  was  her  own  already  : 
however,  if  I  pleased,  her  lawyer  should  con- 
fer with  mine  upon  the  matter  ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  she  desired  I  would  favour  her 
with  the  perusal  of  my  rent-roll.  Notwith- 
Btandipg  the  vexation  I  was  under,  I  could 
scarce  forbear  laughing  in  her  face,  at  the 
mention  of  my  rent-roll,  which  was,  indeed, 
II  severe  piece  of  satire  upon  my  pretensions. 
I  frankly  owned  I  had  no  landed  estate  ;  and 
told  her,  that  I  could  not  exactly  specify  the 
sum  I  was  master  of,  until  I  had  regulated 
my  affairs,  which  were  at  present  in  some 
disorder  ;  but  that  I  would  take  an  opportu- 
nity of  satisfying  her  on  that  head  very  soon. 

It  was  not  long  before  I  took  my  leave,  and 
returned  to  my  lodgings  in  a  very  melan- 
choiy  mood,  persuaded  that  I  had  notliing 
more  to  e.xpcct  from  that  quarter.  I  was 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  next  day,  when  I 
went  back  v/ith  a  view  of  explaining  myself 
more  fully  to  the  old  gentlewoman  ;  and  was 
told  by  the  footman  that  his  ladies  were  not 
at  home,  although  I  had  seen  Melinda  through 
the  blinds  at  a  parlour  window,  as  I  went  up 
to  the  door.  Incensed  at  this  affront,  I  quit- 
ted the  door,  without  saying  one  word,  and 
as  I  repassed  the  parlour,  bowed  to  miss,  who 
stiil  remained  in  the  same  situation,  securely 
screened,  as  she  thought,  from  my  view. 

This  disappointment  gave  me  more  unea- 
siness on  Strap's  account  than  my  own  ;  for 
[  was  in  no  danger  of  dying  for  love  of  Me- 
linda ;  on  the  contrary,  the  remembrance  of 


my  charming  Narcissa  was  a  continual  check 
upon  my  conscience,  during  the  v.hole 
course  of  my  addresses  ;  and  j)crhaps  con- 
tributed  to  the  bad  success  ot  my  sciieme,  by 
controlling  my  raptures,  and  condemning 
my  design. 

There  was  a  neces.sity  for  informing  mj 
companion  of  every  thing  that  happened  to 
me,  and  I  performed  this  piece  of  duty  in  an 
uli'ected  passion,  swearing  I  would  bo  hia 
pack-horse  no  longer,  and  de.siring  liim  to 
take  the  management  of  his  affairs  into  his 
own  hands.  This  fuu^sse  had  the  desired 
effect:  for,  instead  of  grumbling  over  my 
miscarriage,  Strap  was  friglilened  at  thfe 
passion  I  feigned,  and  begged  mo,  for  the 
love  of  God,  to  bo  appeased ;  observing, 
that  although  we  had  suffered  a  great  !os.s, 
it  was  not  irreparable  ;  and  if  fortune  frowiv 
ed  to-day,  she  might,  perhaps,  smile  to-mor- 
row. I  pretended  to  acquiesce  in  his  re 
marks,  praise  his  equanimity,  and  promise  to 
improve  by  misfortune.  lie,  on  the  othe 
hand,  pretended  to  be  perfectly  well  satisfi 
ed  with  my  conduct,  and  conjured  me  to  fol- 
low the  dictates  of  my  own  reflection  ;  but, 
in  spite  of  all  his  ati'ectation,  I  could  per- 
ceive his  inward  aflliction,  and  his  visage 
sensibly  increased  in  longitude  from  that 
day. 


CHAPTER  L. 

/  lonii;  to  be  revemrcd  on  Melinda — apply 
to  Banter  for  his  assistance — he  contriver 
a  scheme  for  that  purpose,  which  is  put 
in  execution  with  great  success — /  make 
an  attcinpt  on  the  heart  of  Miss  Gripe- 
well,  but  am  disappointed — grow  melan- 
choly, and  have  recourse  to  the  bottle — ■ 
receive  a  billet-doux — am  ravished  loith 
the  contents — find  myself  involved  in  an 
intrigue,  ichich  I  imagined  would  make 
mif  fortune — am  confounded  at  my  mis- 
take, which  banishes  all  thoughts  of  ma- 
trimony. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  attention  was  whoi./ 
engrossed  in  search  of  another  mistress,  ajid 
the  desire  of  being  revenged  on  Melinda, 
in  both  which  schemes  I  was  very  much 
assisted  by  Billy  Chatter,  who  waa  such_» 
necessary  creature  among  the  ladies,  that  in 
all  private  dances  he  engaged  the  men.  To 
him,  therefore,  I  applied,  desiring  he  woulj 
introduce  ine  to  a  partner  of  some  figure  at 
the  ne.xt  private  assembly,  for  the  sake  of  » 
frolic,  the  intention  of  which  I  woule 
afterwards  communicate.  Billy,  who  had 
heard  something  of  a  difTerence  between 
Melinda  and  me,  immediately  smoked  pari 
of  my  design,  and,  thinking  I  only  wanted  to 
alarm  her  jealousy  a  little,  promised  to 
gratify  my  desire,  by  matching  me  with  a 
oartner  worth  thirty  ihouiand  pounda   whom 
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the  ladies  of  this  end  of  the  town  had  lately 
I'aken  under  their  management  and  protec- 
tion. Upon  further  inquiry,  I  found  this 
person's  name  was  Miss  Biddy  Gripewell ; 
that  her  father,  who  had  been  a  pawnbroker, 
died  intestate,  by  which  means  all  his 
substance  descended  to  his  daughter,  who 
was  so  little  a  favourite,  that,  could  the  old 
man  have  prevailed  with  his  own  rapacious 
disposition  to  part  with  as  much  money  as 
would  have  paid  the  expense  of  a  will,  she 
would  not  have  inherited  a  sixth  part  of  his 
fortune  :  That,  during  his  life,  far  from  being 
educated  in  a  way  suitable  to  such  great 
expectations,  she  was  obliged  to  live  like  a 
servant  wench,  and  do  the  most  menial 
offices  in  the  family  ;  but  his  funeral  was  no 
sooner  performed,  than  she  assumed  the  fine 
lady,  and  found  so  many  people  of  both  sexes 
to  flatter,  caress,  and  instruct  her,  that,  for 
want  of  discretion  and  e.xperience,  she  was 
grown  insufferably  vain  and  arrogant,  and 
pretended  to  no  less  than  a  duke  or  earl  at 
least  for  a  husband :  That  she  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  neglected  by  the  English 
quality,  but  a  certain  poor  Scottish  lord  was 
then  making  interest  to  be  introduced  to  her 
acquaintance:  in  the  mean  time,  she  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  notable  lady,  who 
had  already  disposed  of  her  to  a  lieutenant 
of  foot,  a  distant  relation  of  her  ladyship, 
tliough  miss  as  yet  knew  nothing  of  the 
affair :  And,  lastly,  that,  if  I  proposed  to 
dance  v/ith  her,  I  must  give  him  leave  to 
represent  me  as  a  knight  or  foreign  count  at 
least.  I  was  ravished  at  tliis  piece  of 
information,  and  consented,  for  one  night,  to 
personate  a  French  marquis,  that  I  might  the 
easier  fulfil  my  revenge. 

Having  made  the  appointment  with  Chat- 
ter, I  went  to  Banter's  lodgings,  as  I  had  by 
this  time  conceived  a  great  opinion  of  his 
penetration  and  knowledge  ;  and,  after  I  had 
enjoined  secrecy,  told  him  every  circumstance 
of  my  disgrace  with  Melinda,  and  imparted 
the  plan  I  had  projected  to  mortify  that 
proud  coquette,  desiring  his  advice  in  im- 
proving, and  assistance  in  executing,  the 
scheme.  Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable 
to  his  misanthropicai  temper  than  an  account 
of  her  behaviour  and  my  resentment.  He 
applauded  my  resolution,  and  proposed  that 
I  should  not  only  provide  myself  with  a 
proper  partner,  but  also  procure  surh  an  one 
lor  Miss  Goosetrap  as  sliould  infallibly  entail 
upon  her  the  ridicule  of  all  her  ac(]ua!ntance. 
]''or  this  purpose  he  mentioned  his  barber, 
who,  he  said,  was  an  exceedingly  great 
coxcomb,  lately  come  from  Paris,  whose 
absurd  aflTectation  and  grimace  would  easily 
pass  upon  her  for  the  sprightly  polites.se  of  a 
pontleman  improved  by  travel.  I  hugged 
him  for  this  hint  ;  and  he  assured  me,  it 
■A'ould  bo  no  difficult  matter  to  make  him 
i>elieve  that  Melinda,  having  seen  him  by 
accident,  was  captivated  by  his  appearance. 


and  longed  for  his  acquaintance.  Ho 
actually  engaged  him  on  tiiis  pretence,  and 
painted  his  good  fortune  in  such  colours,  that 
the  poor  shaver  was  quite  beside  himself 
with  joy.  He  was  immediately  fitted  with  a 
tawdry  suit  of  clothes  belonging  to  Banter, 
and  by  him  recommended  to  Chatter  as  a 
very  pretty  fellow  just  returned  from  bis 
travels.  Mr  Billy,  who  acted  as  gentleman 
usher  to  a  great  many  of  the  fair  se.x  in  and 
about  town,  undertook  at  once  to  bespeak 
Melinda  in  his  behalf;  and  every  thing 
happened  according  to  my  wish. 

At  the  time  appointed,  I  appeared  dressed 
to  the  best  advantage  ;  and,  in  the  character 
of  marquis,  had  the  honour  of  opening  th? 
ball  with  the  ricli  heiress,  who  attracted  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  company  by  the  prodigious^ 
number  of  jewels  with  which  shewasadornca 
Among  others,  I  perceived  Melinda,  who 
could  no  more  conceal  her  envy  than  aston- 
ishment at  my  success.  Her  auriosity  x^" 
still  more  flagrant  and  tormenting,  for  she 
had  never  seen  Miss  Gripewell  before  ;  ano 
Chatter,  who  alone  could  give  her  any  sa- 
tisfaction on  that  head,  was  engaged  in  con- 
versation at  the  other  end  of  the  room.  1 
observed  her  impatience,  and  exulted  in  her 
chagrin  ;  and,  after  my  partner  was  seated; 
took  the  opportunity  of  passingby  her  to  make 
a  slight  bow  without  stopping  ;  which  com- 
pleted my  triumph  and  her  indignation.  She 
changed  colour,  bridled  up,  assumed  an  air 
of  disdain,  and  flirted  her  fan  with  such  a  fury, 
that  it  went  to  pieces  in  a  moment,  to  the 
no  small  entertainment  of  those  who  sat 
near  and  observed  her. 

At  length  the  metamorphosed  barber  took 
her  out,  and  acted  his  part  with  such  ridicu- 
lous extravagance,  that  the  mirth  of  the  whole 
company  was  excited  at  his  expense,  and 
his  partner  so  much  ashamed, — that,  before 
the  country-dances  began,  she  retired  in 
great  confusion,  under  pretence  of  being 
taken  suddenly  ill,  and  was  followed  by  her 
gallant,  who,  no  doubt,  imag-ined  her  indis- 
position was  nothing  but  love ;  and  laid  hold 
of  the  occasion  of  conducting  her  home,  tc 
comfort  her,  with  an  assurance  of  his  enter- 
taining a  reciprocal  passion.  They  were  no 
sooner  gone,  than  an  inquisitive  whisper  of, — 
•'Who is  he?"  ran  round  the  room;  and  Chat- 
ter could  give  no  other  intelligence  about 
him,  than  that  he  was  a  man  of  fortune  just 
returned  from  his  travels.  L  who  alone  was 
acquainted  with  his  real  quality,  affected 
ignorance,  well  knowing  that  female  curi- 
osity would  not  rest  satisfied  with  such  a 
general  account,  and  thai  the  discovery 
would  proceed  with  a  better  grace  from  any 
body  than  me. 

Meanwhile,  I  was  tempted  by  the  richnes? 
of  the  prize  to  practise  upon  Miss  Gripe- 
well's  heart,  but  soon  found  it  too  well  for- 
tified  with  pride  and  indifference  to  yield  to 
any  effoits  in  my  own  character  ;  and  I  nei 
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ther  would  nor  could  preserve  the  title  I  had 
borrowed  lonjjer  than  lliat  night. 

As  1  expected,  every  thing  came  to  light 
'ie.\t  day.  The  barber,  in  pure  simplicity  of 
neart,  detected  himself  to  Melinda,  and  dis- 
covered the  foundation  of  his  hopes  :  she 
sickened  at  the  atlVont,  and  was  a&Jianicd  to 
show  her  face  in  public  for  many  weeks 
after  this  accident.  Poor  Chatter  found  it 
impossible  to  justify  himself  to  her  satis- 
faction ;  was  m  niter  disgrace  with  Miss 
Gripewell,  for  having  imposed  me  upon  her 
is  a  nobleman,  and  sufi'ercd  very  nmch  in 
his  character  and  influence  among  the  ladies 
in  general. 

Finding  my  finances  diminished  more  than 
one  half,  and  my  project  as  little  advanced 
as  on  the  first  day  of  my  arrival  in  town, 
[  began  to  despair  of  success,  and  grew 
melancholy  at  the  prospect  of  approaching 
wa_:t.  To  dispel  the  horrors  of  this  fiend, 
I  had  recourse  to  the  bottle,  and  kept  more 
company  than  ever.  I  became  particularly 
aUached  to  the  playhouse,  conversed  with 
the  actors  behind  the  scenes,  grew  acquaint- 
ed with  a  body  of  templars,  and  in  a  short 
time  conmienced  a  professed  wit  and  critic. 
Indeed,  I  may  say  without  vanity,  that  I  was 
much  better  qualified  than  any  one  of  my 
tompanions,  who  were,  generally  speaking, 
of  all  the  creatures  I  ever  conversed  with,  the 
most  ignorant  and  assuming.  By  means  of 
these  avocations,  I  got  the  better  of  care  ; 
and  learned  to  separate  my  ideas  in  such 
a  manner,  that,  whenever  I  was  attacked  by 
a  gloomy  reflection,  I  could  shove  it  aside, 
and  call  in  some  agreeable  reverie  to  my 
assistance.  This  was  not  the  case  with 
Strap,  who  practised  a  thousand  shifts  to 
conceal  the  sorrow  that  preyed  upon  his 
carcass,  and  reduced  him  to  the  resemblance 
of  a  mere  skeleton. 

Wiiile  I  thus  posted  in  a  thoughtless  man- 
ner towards  poverty,  I  one  day  received,  by 
the  penny-post,  a  letter,  written  in  a  wo- 
man's hand,  containing  a  great  many  high- 
fiown  compliments,  warm  protestations  of 
love,  couched  in  a  very  poetical  style,  an 
earnest  desire  of  knowing  whether  or  not 
my  heart  was  engaged,  by  leaving  an  answer 
at  a  certain  place,  directed  to  R.  B.,  and  the 
whole  subscribed — "  Your  incognita."  I  was 
transported  with  joy  on  reading  the  contents 
of  this  billet-doux,  which  I  admired  as  a  mas- 
terpiece of  tenderness  and  elegance,  and 
was  already  up  to  the  ears  in  love  with  the 
author,  whom  my  imagination  represented 
as  a  lady  of  fortune  in  the  bloom  of  youth 
and  beauty.  Elevated  with  this  conjecture, 
I  went  to  work,  and  exhausted  my  invention 
in  composing  an  answer  suitable  to  the  suD- 
limity  of  her  style,  and  the  ardour  of  her 
Bentiments.  I  expressed  my  admiration  of 
her  wit  in  terms  the  most  hyperbolical  ;  and 
Ivlulc  1  acknowledged  myself  unworthy  of 
her  regard,  declared  myself  enamoured  of 
5b* 


her  understanding  ;  and,  in  the  niost  pathetic 
manner,  implored  the  iiont)ur  of  an  interview. 
Having  finished  this  performance,  and  com- 
municated it  to  Strap, — who  skipped  about  for 
joy, — I  despatchedhim  with  ittothe  place  ap- 
pointed, which  was  the  house  of  a  milliner 
not  far  from  Bond-street;  and  desired  him  to 
keep  watch  near  the  door  lor  some  time, 
tiiat  lie  might  discover  the  person  who  should 
call  for  it.  In  less  than  an  hour  he  returned 
with  a  joyftd  countenance,  and  told  me,  that, 
soon  after  he  had  delivered  tlie  letter,  a 
chairman  was  called,  to  whom  it  was  given, 
with  directions  to  carry  it  to  the  house  of  a 
rich  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  whitheT 
he  (Strap)  followed  him,  and  saw  it  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  waiting-woman,  who  paid 
the  messenger  and  shut  the  door  :  that  upon 
an  inquiry  at  an  alehouse  hard  by,  where  he 
called  for  a  pint  of  beer,  he  understood  tiie 
gentleman  to  whom  the  house  belonged  had 
an  only  daughter,  very  handsome,  who  would 
inherit  his  whole  estate,  and  who  certainly 
was  the  author  of  the  billet  I  had  received. 
I  was  of  the  satne  opinion  ;  and  nugging  my- 
self in  the  happy  prosjject,  dressed  immedi- 
ately, and  passed  in  great  state  by  the  house 
that  contained  my  unknown  admirer.  Nor 
was  my  vanity  disappointed  :  for  I  perceived 
a  beautiful  young  creature  standing  at  one 
of  the  wiudows  of  the  dining-room,  who, 
I  imagined,  observed  me  with  more  than 
common  curiosity.  That  I  might  indulge 
her  view,  and  at  the  same  time  feast  mv 
own,  I  aiTected  to  stop,  and  gave  orders  to 
Strap,  in  the  street,  just  opposite  to  her  sta- 
tion :  by  which  means  1  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  her  more  distinctly,  and  of  congra- 
tulating myself  on  having  made  a  conquest 
of  so  much  perfection.  In  a  few  minutes 
she  retired,  and  I  betook  myself  to  the  ordi- 
nary, in  a  rapture  of  hope, — wliich  deprivt»d 
me  of  appetite  for  that  meal,  and  sent  me 
home  in  the  evening  to  indulge  my  contem- 
jdation. 

Early  next  day  I  was  favoured  with  an- 
other  epistle  from  my  unknown  charmer, — 
signifying  her  unutterable  joy  at  the  receipt 
of  mine,  which,  while  it  made  a  tender  of 
my  heart,  convinced  her  of  the  value  of  it. 
Above  all  things,  she  professed  extreme 
pleasure  in  finding  me  so  much  attached  to 
her  understanding,  a  circumstance  that  no 
only  flattered  her  in  the  most  sensible  part, 
but  at  the  same  time  argued  my  own  sagacity 
As  foi  the  interview  I  desired,  she  assuroi. 
me,  that  I  coidd  not  be  more  eager  for  such 
an  occasion  than  she  :  but  she  must  not  onlj 
sacrifice  a  little  more  to  decorum,  but  be 
satisfied  of  my  honourable  intentions,  before 
she  would  grant  that  request  :  meanwhile, 
she  gave  me  to  understand,  that  although 
she  might  owe  some  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  certain  persons,  she  was  resolved,  in  an 
affair  that  so  nearly  concerned  her  happi 
ness,  to  consult  her  own  inclination,  vvat'er 
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ably  to  tJie  advice  of  the  whole  world:  espe- 
cially as  she  was  urged  to  such  condescension 
sy  no  consideration  of  fortune, — what  she 
depended  upon  being  her  own  without  re- 
Ktriclion  or  controul.  Struck  with  admira- 
tion at  t!ie  philosophy  and  self-denial  of  my 
mistress,  who  seemed  insensible  of  the  beauty 
6!)e  possessed,  and,  in  particular,  ravislied 
ivith  that  piece  of  intelligence,  by  which  1 
learned  her  fortune  was  independent,  I  resu- 
med the  pen,  launched  out  into  encomiums 
on  the  dignity  of  her  sentiments,  affected  to 
undervalue  the  charms  of  external  beauty, 
pretended  to  ground  my  passion  on  the  qua- 
lities of  her  mind,  complained  of  her  rigour 
in  sacrificing  my  repose  to  an  over-scrupu- 
lous regard  to  decorum,  and  declared  the  pu- 
rity of  my  designs  in  the  most  solemn  and 
pathetic  vows.  This  performance  being 
sealed  and  directed,  was  sent  to  the  place 
appointed,  by  Strap,  who,  that  we  might  be 
still  the  more  confirmed  in  our  belief,  re- 
newed his  watch,  and  in  a  little  time  brought 
back  the  same  information  as  before, — with 
this  addition,  that  Miss  Sparkle  (the  name 
of  my  correspondent)  looking  out  at  the  win- 
dow, no  sooner  saw  the  messenger  arrive, 
than  she  shut  the  casement  in  a  sort  of  beau- 
tiful confusion,  and  disappeared,  eager,  no 
doubt,  to  hear  from  thedearobject  of  herlove. 
My  doubts  now  vanished,  the  lung-ox- 
pecte'd  port  appeared,  and  I  looked  upon 
myself  as  perfectly  secure  of  that  happiness 
I  had  been  in  quest  of  so  long.  After  dinner 
[  sauntered,  in  company  with  Dr  Wagtail, 
to  that  part  of  the  town  in  which  my  inam- 
orata lived  ;  and  as  he  was  a  mere  register, 
inquired  of  him  into  the  name,  character, 
and  fortune  of  every  body  who  possessed  a 
good  house  in  the  streets  through  wiiich  we 
passed  :  when  it  came  to  his  turn  to  mention 
Sir  John  Sparkle,  he  represented  him  as  a 
man  of  an  immense  estate,  and  narrow  dis- 
position, who  mewed  up  his  only  child,  a 
fine  young  lady,  from  the  conversation  of 
mankind,  under  tlie  strict  watch  and  in- 
spection of  an  old  governante,  who  was 
either  so  honest,  envious,  or  insatiable,  that 
nobody  had  been,  as  yet,  able  to  make  her  a 
friend  or  get  access  to  her  char^'c,  though 
numbers  attempted  it  every  day  ;  not  so 
much  on  account  of  her  expectations  from 
her  father,  who,  bcin_:>-  a  widower,  might 
marry  again  and  have  sons,  as  for  a  fortune 
of  twelve  thousand  pounds  left  her  by  an 
uncle,  of  which  she  could  not  bo  dcprivrd. 
This  piece  of  news  exactly  tallying  with  the 
last  part  of  the  letter  I  had  been  honoured 
wiLh  in  the  morning,  had  such  an  effect  on 
:ne:  that  any  man,  except  Wagtail,  might  have 
observed  my  emotion  ;  but  his  attention  was 
too  much  engrossed  by  the  contemplation  of 
his  own  importance,  to  suffer  him  to  be 
iffected  with  the  deportment  of  any  other 
iiody,  unless  it  happened  to  be  so  particular 
ihat  he  could  not  help  takin^f  notice  of  it. 


When  I  had  disengaged  my&elf  from  him 
whose  conversation  grew  insipid  to  me,  . 
went  home  and  made  Strap  acquainted  w^th 
the  fruit  of  my  researches.  This  faithful 
squire  was  almost  choked  with  transports, 
and  even  wept  with  joy  ; — but  whether  on 
account  of  himself  or  ine,  I  shall  not  pretend 
to  determine.  Next  day  a  third  billet-uoux 
was  brought  to  me,  containing  many  ex- 
pressions of  tenderness,  mingled  with  some 
doubts  about  the  artifice  of  man,  the  incon- 
stancy of  youth,  and  the  jealousy  often  at- 
tending the  most  sincere  passion  ;  witha! 
desiring  I  would  excuse  her,  if  she  should 
try  me  a  little  longer,  before  she  declared 
herself  beyond  the  power  of  retracting. 
These  interesting  scruples  added  fuel  to  my 
flame,  and  impatience  to  my  hope.  I  re- 
doubled my  complaints  of  her  indifference, 
and  pressed  her  to  an  assignation  with  such 
fervid  entreaties,  that,  in  a  few  days,  she  con- 
sented to  meet  me  at  the  house  of  that 
milliner  who  had  forwarded  ail  my  letters. 
During  the  interval  between  the  date  of  her 
promise  and  the  hour  of  appointment,  my 
pride  soared  beyond  all  reason  and  descrip- 
tion ;  I  lost  all  remembrance  of  the  gentle 
Narcissa,  and  my  thoughts  were  wholly  em- 
ployed in  planning  triumphs  over  the  malice 
and  contempt  of  the  world. 

At  length  the  happy  hour  arrived.  I  flew 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  was  con- 
ducted into  an  apartment,  where  I  had  not 
waited  ten  minutes,  when  I  heard  the  rust- 
ling of  silk  and  the  sound  of  feet  ascending 
the  stairs  :  my  heart  took  the  alarm  and  beat 
quick,  my  cheeks  glowed,  my  nerves  thrilled, 
and  my  knees  shook  with  ecstasy.  I  per- 
ceived the  door  opening,  saw  a  gold  brocade 
petticoat  advance,  and  sprung  forv/ard  to 
embrace  my  charmer.  Heaven  and  earth  ! 
how  shall  I  paint  my  situation,  when  I  found 
Miss  Sparkle  converted  into  a  wrinkled  hag 
turned  of  seventy  !  I  was  struck  dumb  with 
amazement,  and  petrified  with  horror.  This 
ancient  Urganda  perceived  my  disorder,  and 
approaching  with  a  languishing  air,  seized 
my  hand,  asking,  in  a  squeaking  tone,  if  I 
was  indisposed.  Her  monstrous  affectation 
completed  the  disgust  I  had  conceived  for 
her  at  first  appearance  ;  and  it  was  a  long 
time  before  I  could  command  myself  so  much 
as  to  behave  with  common  civility  :  at 
length,  however,  I  recollected  myself,  and 
pronounced  an  apology  for  my  behavioj*, 
which,  I  said,  proceeded  from  a  dizziness 
that  seized  me  all  of  a  sudden.  jVIt  hoary 
Dulcinea,  who,  no  doubt,  had  beer,  alarmed 
at  my  confusion,  no  sooner  learned  the  cause 
to  wliich  I  now  ascribed  it,  than  she  disco- 
vered her  joy  in  a  thousand  amorous  coquet- 
ries, and  assumed  the  sprightly  airs  of  a  girl 
of  sixteen.  One  while  she  ogled  me  with  het 
dim  eyes  quenched  in  rheum  ;  then,  as  if  she 
was  ashamed  of  that  freedom,  she  nffectcid 
to  look  down,  blush,  and  play  with  her  fan 
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tne.i\  toss  Iier  head,  tlmt  I  might  not  porceive 
a  palsy  tliat  sliook  it,  ask  sotue  cliiluish  ques- 
tions with  a  lisping  accent,  giggle  and  grin 
with  her  mouth  slmt,  to  conceal  the  ravages 
of  time  upon  her  teeth,  leer  upon  me  again, 
siofli    piteously,    fling   herself  about   in  her 
chair  to  show  her  agility,  and  act  a  great 
many  more  absurdities  that  youth  and  beauty 
can  alone  excuse.     Shocked  as  I  was  at  my 
cisappoinlmcnt,  my  liisposilion  was  incapa- 
ble of  affronting  any  person  who  loved  me  ; 
I  therefore  endeavoured  to  put  a  good  face 
on  the  matter  for  the  present,  resolving  to 
drop  tlie  whole  aflair  as  soon  as  I  should 
get  clear  of  her  company  :  witli  this  view  I 
uttered  some  civil  tilings,  and,  in  particular, 
desired  to  know   the  name  of  the   lady  who 
iiad  honoured   me  so  much.     She   told  me 
lier  name  was  Withers  ;  that  she  lived  with 
Sir  Jolin  Sj)arkle  in  quality  of  governess  to 
his  only  daugiiter,  in  which  situation  she  had 
picked  up  a'comfortable  sufficiency  to  make 
her  easy  for  l.fe  ;  that  she  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  me  at  churcli,  where  my  appearance 
and  deportment  madesuch  an  impression  upon 
her  heart,  that  she  could  enjoy  no  ease  till  she 
had  inquired  into  my  character,  v.'hich  she 
found  so  amiable  in  all  respects,   that  she 
yielded  to  the  violence  of  her  inclination,  and 
ventured  to  declare  her  passion,  with  too  little 
reward,  perhaps,  to  the  decorum  of  her  sex  : 
but  she  hoped  I  would  forgive  a  trespass,  of 
which  I  myself  was,  in  some  measure,  the 
cause;  and  impute  her  intrusion  to  the  irre- 
Bistible  dictates  of  love.     No  decayed  rake 
ever  swallowed  a  bolus  with  more  reluctance 
than  I  felt  in  making  a  reply  suitable  to  this 
compliment,  when,   instead  of  the  jev/el,  1 
found  tiie  crazy  casket  only  in  my  power ; 
and  yet  my   hopes  began  to  revive  a  little 
when  I  considered  that,  by  carrying  on  the 
appca-ance  of  an  intrigue  with  the  duenna, 
I  might  possibly  obtain  access  to  her  charge. 
Encouraged   by   this  suggestion,  my   tem- 
I)er  grew  more  serene,  my  reserve  wore  ofl', 
I  talked  en  cavalier,  and  even  made  love  to 
this   antiquated  coquette,  who  seemed   ex- 
tremely happy  in  her  adorer,  and  spread  all 
her  allurements  to  make  her  imagined  con- 
qiiCKt  more  secure.     The  good  woman  of  the 
house  treated  us  with  tea  and  sweetmeats, 
and  afler\vards  withdrew,  like  a  civil  expe- 
rienced  matron  as  she  was.     Left  thus   to 
our  mutual  endearments.  Miss  Withers  (for 
Bhe  was  still  a  maiden)  began  to  talk  of  matri- 
mony, and  expressed   so  much    impatience 
in  all  her  behaviour,  that  had  she  been  fifty 
years  younger,  I  might  possibly  liave  grati- 
fied   her   longing  without   liaving   recourse 
to  the  church:    but  tliis  step  my  virtue  as 
well  as  interest  forbade.     When  the  inclina- 
tions of  an  old  maid  settle  upon  a  young  fel- 
low, he  is   persecuted  with  her  addresses  ; 
but  should  he  once  grant  her  the  favour,  ho 
will    never  be   able   to  disentangle  himself 
from  her  miportunities  and  reproaches.     It 


was  my  business  to  defer  the  ceremony  as 
long  as  possible,  under  the  most  specious 
pretences,  with  a  view  of  becoming  acquaint- 
ed with  Miss  Sparkle  in  the  mean  time  ;  and 
I  did  not  despair  of  success,  when  I  considered, 
that,  in  the  course  of  our  correspondence,  I 
should  in  all  probability  be  invited  to  visit  my 
mistress  in  her  own  apartment,  and  by  these 
means  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  her  charming  ward.  Pleased  with  this 
prospect,  my  heart  dilated  witii  joy,  I  talked 
in  raptures  to  the  stale  govcrnanlc,  and 
kissed  her  shrivelled  hand  with  great  devo. 
tion  ;  she  was  so  much  transported  with  her 
(Tood  fortune,  that  she  could  not  contain  her 
ecstasy,  but  flew  upon  me  like  a  tigress,  and 
pressed  her  skinny  lips  to  mine,  when  (as  it 
was  no  doubt  concerted  by  her  evil  genius)  a 
dose  of  garlic  she  had  swallowed  that  morn- 
ing, to  dispel  wind  I  suppose,  began  to 
operate  witli  such  a  sudden  explosion,  that 
human  nature,  circumstanced  as  I  was, 
could  not  endure  the  shock  with  any  degree 
of  temper.  I  lost  all  patience  and  reflection, 
flung  away  from  her  in  an  instant,  snatched 
my  hat  and  cane,  and  ran  down  stairs  as  if 
the  devil  had  me  in  pursuit,  and  could  scarce 
restrain  the  convulsion  of  my  bowels,  which 
were  grievously  offended  by  the  perfume  that 
assaulted  me.  Strap,  who  waited  my  return 
with  impatience,  seeing  me  arrive  in  the 
utmost  disorder,  stood  motionless  with  ap- 
prehension, and  durst  not  inquire  into  tlia 
cause. 

Alter  I  had  washed  my  mouth  more  than 
once,  and  recruited  my  spirits  with  a  glass 
of  wine,  I  recounted  to  him  every  particular 
of  what  hral  happened;  to  which  ho  made  no 
other  reply  for  some  time,  than  lifting  up  his 
eyes,  clasping  his  hands,  and  uttering  a 
hollow  groan.  At  length  he  observed,  in  a 
melancholy  tone,  that  it  was  a  thousand 
pities  my  organs  were  so  delicate  as  to  be 
offended  witli  the  smell  of  garlic  : — •'  Ah  ! 
God  help  us,"  said  he,  "  'tis  not  the  steams  of 
garlic,  no,  nor  of  something  else,  that  would 
give  me  the  least  uneasiness — sec  v/hat  it  is 
j  to  be  a  cobbler's  son."  I  replied  hastily, — 
"  I  wish  then  you  would  go  and  retrieve  my 
miscarriage."  At  this  suggestion  he  started, 
forced  a  smile,  and  left  the  room,  shaking  his 
head.  Whether  the  old  gentlewoman  re- 
1  sented  my  abrupt  departure  so  much  that  her 
love  changed  into  disdain,  or  was  ashamed 
to  see  me  on  account  of  her  infirmity,  I  know 
not,  but  I  was  never  troubled  again  with  her 
passion. 


CHAPTER  El. 

I  cullivate  an  acquaintance  with  tiva 
nohiemeii — am  introduced  to  Earl  Strut- 
ji-cll — his  hind  jirnmiscs  and  invitation — 
the  behaviour  of  his  porter  and  lacquey — 
he  receives  me  with  an  afpearnnce  of 
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uncommon  affection — undertakes  to  speak 
in  mu  behalf  to  the  minister — informs 
me  of  his  success,  and  icishes  me  joy — 
introduces  a  conversation  about  Petro- 
nius  Arbiter — falls  in  love  loith  my  watch, 
which  I  press  upon  him — /  make  a  present 
of  a  diamond  ring  to  Lord  Straddle — 
impart  my  good  fortune  to  Strap  and 
Banter,  who  disabuses  me,  to  my  utter 
mortification. 

BiFFLED  hitherto  in  my  matrimonial  schemes, 
I  began  to  question  my  talents  for  the  science 
of  fortune  hunting,  and  to  bend  my  thoughts 
towards  some  employment  under  the  govern- 
ment ;  with  the  view  of  procuring  which,  I 
cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  Lord  Straddle 
and  Swillpot,  whose  fathers  were  men  of 
interest  at  court.  1  found  these  young 
noblemen  as  open  to  my  advances  as  I  could 
desire  ;  I  accompanied  them  in  their  midnight 
rambles,  and  often  dined  with  them  at 
taverns,  where  I  had  the  honour  of  paying  the 
reckoning. 

I  one  day  took  the  opportunity,  while  I 
was  loaded  with  protestations  of  friendship, 
to  disclose  my  desire  of  being  settled  in 
?ome  sinecure,  and  to  solicit  their  influence 
.n  my  behalf.  Swillpot,  squeezing  my  hand, 
said  I  might  depend  upon  his  service  by 
G — .  The  other  swore  that  no  man  would 
be  more  proud  than  he  to  run  my  errands. 
Encouraged  by  these  declarations,  I  ventured 
to  express  an  inclination  to  be  introduced  to 
their  fathers,  who  were  able  to  do  my 
business  at  once.  Swillpot  frankly  owned 
he  had  not  spoke  to  his  father  these  three 
years  ;  and  Straddle  assured  me  his  father 
having  lately  disobliged  the  minister  by 
subscribing  his  name  to  a  protest  in  the 
house  of  peers,  was  thereby  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  serving  his  friends  at  present ;  but  he 
undertook  to  make  me  acquainted  with  Earl 
Strutwell,  who  was  hand  and  glove  with  a 
certain  person  who  ruled  the  roast.  This 
offer  I  embraced  with  many  acknowledge- 
ments, and  plied  him  so  closely,  in  spite  of 
a  thousand  evasions,  that  he  found  himself 
under  a  necessity  of  keeping  his  word,  and 
actually  carried  me  to  the  levee  of  this  great 
man,  where  he  left  me  in  a  crowd  of  fellow- 
dependents,  and  was  ushered  to  a  particular 
closet  audience ;  from  whence  in  a  few 
minutes  he  returned  with  his  lordship,  whc 
took  inc  by  the  hand,  assured  me  he  would 
do  me  all  the  service  he  could,  and  desired 
to  see  me  often.  I  was  charmed  with  my 
reception  ;  and  although  I  had  heard  tiiat  a 
courtiei's  promise  is  not  to  be  depended 
upon,  I  thought  I  discovered  so  much  sweet- 
ness of  temper  and  candour  in  this  earl's 
countenance,  that  I  diu  not  doubt  of  finding 
my  account  in  his  protection.  I  resolved, 
therefore,  to  profit  by  this  permission,  and 
waited  on  him  next  audience  day,  when  I 
was  favoured  with  a  particular  smilo,  squeeze 


of  the  hand,  and  a  whisper,  signifying  that 
he  wanted  half  an  hour's  conversation  with 
me  in  private,  when  he  should  be  disengaged, 
and  for  that  purpose  desired  me  to  come  and 
drink  a  dish  of  chocolate  with  him  to  rnorrov/ 
morning.  This  invitation,  which  did  not  a 
little  flatter  my  vanity  and  expectation,  I 
took  care  to  observe,  and  went  to  his  lord- 
ship's house  at  the  time  appointed.  Having 
rapped  at  the  gate,  the  porter  unbolted  and 
kept  it  half  open,  placing  himself  in  the  gap, 
like  soldiers  in  a  breach,  to  dispute  my 
passage.  I  asked  if  his  lord  was  stirring? 
He  answered  with  a  surly  aspect, — "No." 
"At  what  hour  does  hn  commonly  rise?" 
said  L  "Sometimes  sooner,  sometimes 
later,"  said  he,  closing  the  door  upon  me  by 
degrees.  I  then  told  him,  I  was  come  by  his 
lordship's  own  appointment;  to  which  inti- 
mation this  Cerberus  replied, — "I  have 
received  no  orders  about  the  matter ;"  and 
was  upon  the  point  of  simtting  me  out,  when 
T  recollected  myself  all  of  a  sudden,  and 
slipping  a  crown  into  his  hands,  begged,  as  a 
favour,  that  he  would  inquire,  and  let  me 
know  whether  or  not  the  earl  was  up.  The 
grim  janitor  relented  at  the  touch  of  my 
money,  which  he  took  with  all  the  indifference 
of  a  tax-gatherer,  and  showed  me  into  a 
parlour,  where,  he  said,  I  might  anmsf 
myself  till  such  time  as  his  lord  should  be 
awake.  1  had  not  sat  ten  minutes  in  this 
place  when  a  footman  entered,  and,  without 
speaking,  stared  at  me.  I  interpreted  this 
piece  of  his  behaviour  into, — "Pray,  sir, 
what  is  your  business?"  and  asked  the  same 
question  I  had  put  to  the  porter,  when  I 
accosted  him  first.  The  lacquey  made  the 
same  reply,  and  disappeared  before  I  could 
get  any  farther  intelligence.  Li  a  little  time 
he  returned,  on  pretence  of  poking  the  fire, 
and  looked  at  me  again  with  great  earnest- 
ness ;  upon  which  I  began  to  perceive  his 
meaning,  and,  tipping  him  with  half-a-crown, 
desired  he  would  be  so  good  as  to  fall  upon 
some  method  of  letting  the  earl  know  that  1 
was  in  the  house.  He  made  a  low  bow, 
said, — "Yes,  sir,"  and  vanished.  Thia 
bounty  was  not  thrown  away,  for,  in  an 
instant,  he  came  back,  and  conducted  me  to 
a  chamber,  where  I  was  received  with  great 
kindness  and  familiarity  by  his  lordship, 
whom  I  found  just  risen,  in  his  morning 
gown  and  slipper.s.  Atler  breakfast  he 
entered  into  a  particular  conversation  with 
me  about  my  travels,  the  remarks  I  had 
made  abroad,  and  examined  me  to  the  fuL 
extent  of  my  understanding.  My  answers 
seemed  to  please  him  very  much ;  he 
frequently  squeezed  my  hand,  and  looking 
at  me  with  a  singular  complacency  in  his 
countenance,  bade  me  depend  upon  his  good 
offices  with  the  minister  in  my  behalf— 
"  Young  men  of  yourqualifications,"  said  he, 
"  ought  to  be  cherished  by  every  administra- 
tion.    For  my  own  part,  I  see  so  little  merit 
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ji  tho  worlJ.  tliat  I  have  laid  it  down  as  a 
maxim,  to  Piicournnre  tho  least  appearance 
of  genius  and  virtue  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power — yon  have  a  gnwt  deal  of  both  ;  and 
wi..  not  fail  of  maUint,''  a  fij^nirc  one  day,  if  I 
am  not  mistaken  ;  but  you  must  lay  your 
account  of  mounting  by  gradual  steps  to  the 
summit  of  yoin  fortune.  Rome  was  not 
built  in  a  day.  As  you  understand  the 
languages  perfectly  well,  how  would  you  like 
to  cross  the  sea  assecrctaryto  an  embassy  .'" 
I  assured  his  lordship,  with  great  eagerness, 
that  notliing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  my 
inclination  :  upon  which  he  bade  me  make 
myself  easy,  my  business  was  done,  for  he 
had  a  place  of  that  kind  in  his  view.  This 
piece  of  generosity  alfected  me  so  much, 
that  I  was  unable  for  some  time  to  express 
my  gratitude,  which  at  length  broke  out  in 
acknowledgements  of  my  own  unworthiness, 
and  encomiums  on  his  benevolence.  I  could 
not  even  help  shedding  tears  at  the  goodness 
of  this  noble  lord,  who  no  sooner  perceived 
tiiem  than  he  caught  me  in  his  arms,  and 
hugged  and  kissed  me  witli  a  seemingly 
paternal  afiection.  Confounded  at  this  un- 
common mstance  of  fondness  for  a  stranger, 
I  remained  a  few  moments  silent  and  asha- 
med, then  rose  and  took  my  leave,  after  he 
had  assured  me  that  he  would  speak  to  the 
minister  in  my  favour  that  very  day  ;  and 
desired  tliat  I  would  not  for  the  future  give 
myself  the  trouble  of  attending  at  his  levee, 
hut  come  at  the  same  hour  every  day  when 
le  should  be  at  leisure,  that  is,  three  times 
i-week. 

Though  my  hopes  were  now  very  sanguine, 
I  determined  to  conceal  my  prospect  from 
every  body,  even  from  Strap,  until  I  should 
De  more  certain  of  success  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  give  my  patron  no  respite  from  my 
solicitations.  When  I  renewed  my  visit,  I 
found  the  street  door  open  to  me,  as  if  by 
enchantment ;  but,  in  my  passage  towards 
the  presence  room,  I  was  met  by  the  valet- 
de-chambre,  who  cnst  some  furious  looks  at 
me,  the  meaning  of  which  I  could  not  com- 
prehend. The  earl  saluted  me  at  entrance 
with  a  tender  embrace,  and  wished  me  joy  of 
his  success  with  tiie  premier,  who,  he  said, 
had  preferred  his  recommendation  to  that  of 
two  other  noblemen  verj''  urgent  in  behalf  of 
their  respective  friends,  and  absolutely  prom- 
ised that  I  should  go  to  a  certain  foreign 
court,  in  quality  of  secretary  to  an  ambassador 
and  plenipotentiary,  who  was  to  set  out  in  a 
few  weeks,  on  an  affair  of  vast  importance  to 
tlie  nation.  I  was  thvmderstruck  with  my 
good  fortune,  and  could  make  no  other  reply, 
than  kneel,  and  attempt  to  liiss  my  benefac- 
tor's hand  ;  which  submission  he  would  not 
permit,  but,  raising  me  up,  pressed  me  to  his 
breast  with  surprising  emotion,  and  told  me 
he  had  now  taken  upon  himself  the  care  of 
making  my  fortune.  What  enhanced  the 
raJue  of  the  benefit  still  tiie  more,  was  his 
4  jj«. 


making  liglit  of  tiic  favour,  and  shifting  the 
conversation  to  another  subject :  among  otiier 
topics  of  discourse,  tha'.  of  the  belles  lettres 
was  introduced,  upon  wiiich  liis  lordship  held 
forth  with  great  taste  and  erudition,  and  dis- 
covered an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  authors 
of  antiquity. — "ilcrc's  a  book,"  said  he, 
taking  one  from  his  bosom,  "  written  with 
great  elegance  and  spirit,  and  though  the 
subject  may  give  offence  to  some  narrow- 
minded  people,  the  author  will  always  bo  held 
in  esteem  by  every  person  of  wit  and  learn- 
ing."  So  saying,  lie  put  into  my  hand  Pe- 
tronins  Arbiter,  and  asked  my  opinion  of 
his  wit  and  manner.  I  told  iiim,  tliat,  in  my 
opinion,  he  wrote  witii  great  ease  and  viva- 
city, but  was  witiial  so  lewd  and  indecent, 
that  he  ouglit  to  lind  no  quarter  or  protection 
among  people  of  morals  or  taste.  "  I  own," 
replied  the  earl,  "  that  his  taste  in  love  is 
generally  decried,  and  indeed  condemned  by 
our  laws  ;  but  perhaps  that  may  be  more 
owing  to  prejudice  and  misappreliension, 
than  true  reason  and  deliberation.  The  best 
man  among  the  ancients  is  said  to  have  en- 
tertained tliat  passion  ;  one  of  the  wisest  of 
their  legislators  has  permitted  the  indulgence 
of  it  in  his  commonwealth  ;  the  most  cele- 
bratcd  poets  have  not  scrupled  to  avow  it ; 
at  this  day  it  prevails  not  only  over  all  the 
east,  but  in  inost  parts  of  Europe  ;  in  our  own 
country  it  gains  ground  apace,  and  in  all 
probability  will  become  in  a  short  time  a 
more  fashionable  vice  than  simple  fornica- 
tion.  Indeed,  there  is  something  to  be  said 
in  vindication  of  it ;  for,  notwithstanding  the 
severity  of  the  law  against  otTenders  in  this 
way,  it  must  be  confessed  inat  the  practice 
of  this  passion  is  unattended  witli  that  curse 
and  burden  upon  society,  which  proceeds 
from  a  race  of  miserable  and  deserted  bas- 
tards, who  are  either  murdered  by  their 
parents,  deserted  to  the  utmost  want  and 
wretchedness,  or  bred  up  to  prey  upon  the 
commonwealth  :  and  it  likewise  prevents  the 
debauchery  of  many  a  young  maiden,  and  the 
prostitution  of  honest  men's  wives  ;  not  to 
mention  the  consideration  of  health,  which 
is  much  less  liable  to  be  impaired  in  the 
gratification  of  this  appetite,  than  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  common  veuery,  which,  by  ruining 
the  constitutions  of  our  young  men,  has  pro- 
duced a  puny  progeny,  that  degenerates 
from  generation  to  generation  :  nay,  I  have 
been  told,  that  there  is  auotiier  motive,  per- 
haps  more  powerful  than  all  these,  tha.  uk 
duces  people  to  cultivate  this  inclinatiou, 
namely  the  exquisite  pleasure  attending  :'.■? 
success." 

From  this  discourse,  I  began  to  be  appre- 
hensive that  his  lordship,  finding  I  litd  trav- 
elled, was  afraid  I  might  have  been  infected 
with  this  spurious  and  sordid  desire  abroad, 
and  took  this  method  of  sounding  my  senti. 
ments  on  the  subject.  Fired  a  t  this  supposed 
suspicion,    I    argued  against  it  with  groat 
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warmth,  as  an  appetite  unnatural,  absurd, 
and  of  pernicious  consequence  ;  and  declared 
my  utter  detestation  and  abhorrence  of"  it  in 
these  lines  of  the  satirist: 

Eternal  infamy  tlie  wretch  canfounil, 
Who  jjhiiited  first  lliat  vice  on  Hiilish  gronntl  ! 
A  vice  that,  'sfjite  of  sense  and  nature,  reigns, 
And  poisons  genial  love,  and  inaiiliood  stains. 

The  earl  smiled  at  my  indii^nation,  told 
me  he  was  glad  to  find  my  opinion  of  the 
matter  so  conformable  to  his  own,  and  that 
what  he  had  advanced  was  only  to  provoke 
me  to  an  answer,  with  which  he  professed 
iiimself  perfectly  well  pleased. 

After  I  had  enjoyed  a  long  audience,  I 
happened  to  look  at  my  watch,  in  order  to 
regulate  my  motions  by  it ;  and  his  lordship 
observing  the  chased  case,  desired  to  see  the 
device,  and  examine  the  execution,  which  he 
approved  with  some  cxjjrossions  of  admira- 
tion. Considering  the  obligations  I  lay  under 
to  his  lordship,  I  tliought  there  could  not  be 
a  fitter  opportunity  than  the  present  to  mani- 
fest in  some  shape  my  gratitude  ;  I  therefore 
begged  he  would  do  me  the  honour  to  accept 
of  the  watch,  as  a  small  testimony  of  the 
sense  I  had  of  his  lordship's  generosity  ;  but 
ho  refused  it  in  a  peremptory  manner,  and 
Baid  he  was  sorry  I  should  entertain  such  a 
mercenary  opinion  of  him  ;  observing,  at  the 
same  time,  that  it  v/as  the  most  bcau'.iful 
piece  of  workmanship  he  had  ever  seen,  and 
desiring  to  know  where  he  could  have  such 
another.  I  begged  a  thousand  pardons  for 
the  freedom  I  had  taken,  which  I  hoped  he 
would  impute  to  nothing  else  but  the  highest 
veneration  lor  his  person  ;  told  him,  that,  as 
it  came  to  my  hand  by  accident  in  France,  I 
could  give  him  no  information  about  the 
maker,  for  there  was  no  name  on  the  inside  ; 
and  once  more  humbly  entreated  that  he 
Would  indulge  me  so  far  as  to  use  it  for  my 
sake.  Ho  was  still  positive  in  refusing  it ; 
but  was  pleased  to  tiiank  me  for  my  generous 
offer,  saying,  it  was  a  present  that  no  noble- 
man need  be  asliamed  of  receiving;  though 
he  was  resolved  to  siiow  his  disinterestedness 
with  regard  to  me,  for  whom  he  had  con- 
ceived a  particular  friendship  ;  and  insisted 
(if  I  was  willing  to  part  with  the  watch)  upon 
knowing  what  it  iiad  cost,  that  he  might  at 
least  indemnify  mo,  jy  refunding  the  money. 
On  the  other  hand,  1  assured  his  lordship, 
that  I  should  ](X)k  u])on  it  as  an  imcommon 
mark  of  distinction,  if  he  would  take  it  with- 
out further  question  ;  and,  rather  than  disob- 
lige me,  he  was  at  last  persuaded  to  put  it 
in  his  pocket,  to  my  no  small  satisfaction, 
who  took  my  leave  immediately,  after  having 
received  a  kind  squeeze,  and  an  injunction 
t'j  depend  upon  his  promise. 

Buoyed  up  with  this  reception,  rny  heart 
opened  ;  I  gave  away  a  guinea  among  the 
sacqueys  who  escorted  me  to  the  door,  flew 
10  the  lodgings  oI'Lord  Straddle,  upc.i  whom 


I  forced  my  diamond  ring,  as  an  acknowledge* 
ment  for  the  great  service  he  had  done  me, 
and  from  thence  hied  me  iiome,  with  an  intent 
of  sharing  my  happiness  with  honest  Strap. 
I  determined,  however,  to  heighten  his  pleas- 
ure, by  depressing  his   spirits  at  first,  and 
then  bringing  in  the  good  nev/s  with  double 
relish.     For  this    purpose,    I    aflxjcted    the 
appearance  of  disappointment  and  chagrin, 
and  told  him,  in  an  abrupt  manner,  that  1  had 
lost  my  watch  and  diamond.     Poor  Hugh, 
who  had  been  already  harassed  into  a  con- 
sumption   by   intelligence   of   this   sort,  no 
sooner  heard  these  words,  than,   unable  to 
contain  himself,  he  cried  with  distraction  in 
his  looks, — "God in  heaven  forbid  !"    I  could 
carry  on  the  farce  no  longer,  but,  laughing  in 
his  face,  told  him  every  thing  that  had  passed, 
as  above  recited.     His  features  were  imme- 
diately unbended,  and  the  transition  was  so 
affecting,  that  he  wept  for  joy,  called  my 
Lord  Strutwell  by  the  appellations  of  Jewel, 
Phceni.v,  Rara  avis,  and  praised  God  that 
there  was  still  some   virtue  left  among  our 
nobility.     Our  mutual  congratulations  being 
over,  we  gave  way  to  our  imagination,  and 
anticipated  our  happiness  by  prosecuting  our 
success  through  the  different  steps   of  pro. 
motion,  till  I  arrived  at  the  rank  of  a  prime 
minister,  and  he  to  that  of  my  first  secretary. 
Intoxicated   with  these  ideas,   I  went  to 
the  ordinary,  v.herc,  meeting  with  Banter,  I 
communicated  the  whole  affair  in  confidence 
to  him,  concluding  with  an  assurance  that  I 
would  do  him  all  the  service  in  my  power. 
He  heard  me  to  an  end  with  great  patience, 
tiien  regarding  me  a  good  while  with  a  look 
of  disdain,  pronounced, — "  So,  your  business 
is  done,  you  think  1"     "  As  good  as  done,  J 
believe,"  said  L     "  I'll  tell  you,"  replied  he, 
"  what  will  do  it  still   more   eff'cctually- — a 
halter — 'sdeath  !  if  I  had  been  such  a  guil  to 
two  such  scoundrels  as  Strutwell  and  Strad- 
dle,  I  would   without   any  more   ado   tuck 
myself  up."     Shocked  at  this  exclamation, 
I  desired  him,  with  some  confusion,  to  explam 
himself;  upon  which  he  gave  me  to  under- 
stand,  that  Straddle  was  a  poor  contemptible 
wretch,  who  lived  by  borrowing,  and  pimping 
for  his  fellow  peers;  that,  in  consequence  of 
this  last  capacf^y,  he  had  doubtless  introduced 
me  to  Strutwell,  who  was  so  notorious  for  £ 
passion  for  his  own  sex,  that  he  was  arnazec 
his  character  had  never  reached   my  ears; 
and  that,  far  from  being  able  to  obtain  for  rae 
the  post  he    had  promised,    liis   interest  at 
court  was  bo  low.  that  he  could  scarce  pro- 
vide for  a  superannuated  footman  once  a  year 
in  the  customs   or  excise  : — that   it  was  & 
common  thing  for  him  to  amuse  strargcrs, 
whom  his  jackals  ran  down,  with  such  assu- 
rances and  caresses  as  he  had  bestowed  on 
me,  until  he  had  stripped  them  of  their  cash 
and  every  thing  valuable  about  them — very 
often  of  their  chastity,  and  then  leave  ihene 
a  prey  to  want  and  infamy  ; — that  he  alloweiJ 
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his  servanls  no  otiier  wajj-cs  than  that  part 
of  the  spoil  wliich  tliey  could  glean  by  their 
industry  ;  and  the  whole  of  his  conduct  to- 
wards nic  was  so  glarincj,  that  nobody  who 
knew  any  tliinff  of  mankind  could  have  been 
imposed  upon  by  his  insinuations'. 

I  leave  the  reader  to  judn;e  how  I  relished 
this  piece  o."  information,  which  precipitated 
me  from  the  most  exalted  pinnacle  of  hope 
to  the  lowest  abyss  of  despondence ;  and 
well  nigh  determmed  mc  to  take  Banter's 
advice,  and  tinisli  my  chaofrin  with  a  halter. 
1  had  no  room  to  suspect  the  veracity  of  my 
fviend,  because,  upon  recollection,  1  found 
every  circumstance  of  Strutwell's  behaviour 
exactly  tallyinjT  with  the  character  he  had 
described.  His  hutrs,  embraces,  squeezes, 
and  ea^er  looks,  were  now  no  long-er  a  mys- 
terj',  no  more  than  his  defence  of  Pctronius, 
and  the  jealous  frown  of  his  valet-de-chambre, 
who,  it  seems,  had  been  the  favourite  pathic 
of  his  lord. 


CHAPTER  LII. 

/  alternjit  to  recover  my  watch  and  jewel, 
bill  to  710  purpose — resolve  to  revenge 
myself  on  Strulwell  by  my  importunity — 
am  reduced  to  my  last  guinea — obliged 
to  inform  Strap  of  my  necessity,  icho  is 
almost  distracted  icilh  the  news — btit, 
7i''vertheless,  obliged  to  paivn  viy  best 
ewordfor  present  subsistence — that  small 
supply  being  exhausted,  I  am  almost 
ftupified  tcith  my  misfortinies — go  to  the 
saming  table  by  the  advice  of  Banter, 
and  come  off'  with  unexpected  success — 
Strap's  ecstasy — 3/rs  Gawky  waits  vpon 
me,  professes  remorse  for  her  perfidy, 
and  implores  my  assistance — I  do  myself 
a  piece  of  justice  by  her  means,  and  after- 
wards reconcile  her  to  her  father. 

I  WAS  SO  confounded,  that  I  could  make  no 
reply  to  Banter,  who  reproached  me  with 
great  indijrnation  for  havina  thrown  away 
upon  rascals  that  which,  lind  it  been  converted 
into  ready  money,  would  have  supported  the 
rank  of  a  jn^entlrman  for  some  months,  and 
enabled  me  at  the  same  time  to  oblige  my 
friends.  Stupified  as  I  was,  I  could  easily 
divine  ihe  source  of  his  concern,  but  sneaked 
away  in  a  solitary  maimer,  witiiout  yielding; 
the  least  answer  to  his  expostulations  ;  and 
be;,Tin  to  deliberate  with  myself  in  what 
manner  I  should  attempt  to  retrieve  the 
movables  I  had  so  foolishly  lost.  I  should 
have  thouglit  it  no  robbery  to  take  them  again 
by  force,  could  I  have  done  it  without  "any 
danger  of  being  detected  ;  but  as  I  could  have 
no  euoh  opportunity,  I  resolved  to  work  by 
nnrese,  and  go  immediately  to  the  lodgings 
of  JStradl!",  wliere  I  wm  go  fortunate  as  to 
find  him.  "  My  lord,"  said  I,  "  1  have  just 
aow  re: -jilectcd,  that  the  diamond  1  had  tiie 


honour  of  presenting  to  yju  is  loosened  a 
little  in  the  socket  and  there  is  a  young  fellow 
just  arrived  from  Paris,  who  is  reckoned  the 
best  jeweller  in  Europe ;  I  knew  him  in 
France,  and,  if  your  lordship  will  give  me 
leave,  will  carry  the  ring  to  him  to  be  set  to 
rights."  His  lordship  was  not  to  be  caught 
in  this  snare;  he  thanked  me  for  my  ofler, 
and  told  me,  that,  having  himself  observed 
the  defect,  he  had  already  sent  it  to  his  own 
jeweller  to  be  mended.  And,  indeed,  by  this 
time,  1  believe  it  v.as  in  the  jeweller's  hands, 
though  not  in  order  to  be  mended,  for  it  stood 
in  need  of  no  alteration. 

Baulked  in  this  piece  of  politics,  I  cursed 
my  simplicity,  but  resolved  to  play  a  surer 
game  with  the  earl,  which  I  thus  devised. 
I  did  not  doubt  of  being  admitted  into  fami- 
liar conversation  with  him  as  before,  and 
hoped,  by  some  means,  to  get  the  watch  into 
my  hand;  and  then,  on  pretence  of  winding 
or  playing  with  it,  drop  it  on  the  floor,  when 
in  all  probability  the  fall  v.-ould  disorder  the 
works  so  as  to  stop  its  motion.  Tiiis  event 
would  furnish  me  with  an  opportunity  of  in- 
sisting upon  carrying  it  away  in  order  to  be 
repaired,  and  then  I  shouM  have  been  in  no 
hurry  to  bring  it  back.  What  pity  it  was  I 
could  not  find  an  occasion  of  putting  this 
fine  scheme  in  execution  !  When  I  went  to 
renew  my  visit  to  his  lordship,  my  access  to 
the  parlour  was  as  free  as  ever ;  but  after  1 
had  waited  some  time,  the  valet-de-rhambre 
came  in  with  his  lordship's  comphments, 
and  a  desire  to  see  me  to-morrow  at  his 
levee,  he  being  at  present  so  much  indis- 
posed, that  he  could  not  see  company.  I 
interpreted  this  message  into  a  bad  omen, 
and  came  away  muttering  curses  against  his 
lordship's  7.^]!Lenfci=s,  and  ready  to  go  to  log- 
gerheads with  myself  for  being  so  cgrcgiously 
duped.  But  that  I  might  have  some  satis- 
faction for  the  loss  I  had  sustained,  I  be- 
sieged him  closely  at  his  levee,  and  perse- 
cuted him  with  rny  solicitations  ;  not  without 
faint  hopes,  indeed,  of  reaping  something 
more  from  my  industry  than  the  bare  plea- 
sure of  maKing  him  uneasy  ;  though  I  couk' 
never  obtain  another  private  hearmg  during 
the  whole  coin-se  of  my  attendance :  neither 
had  I  resolution  enough  to  undeceive  Strap, 
whose  looks  in  a  little  time  were  so  whet- 
ted with  impatience,  that,  whenever  I  came 
home,  his  eyes  devoured  me,  as  it  were,  with 
eagerness  of  attention.  At  length,  however, 
finding  myself  reduced  to  my  last  guinea, 
I  was  compelled  to  disclose  my  necessity, 
though  I  endeavoured  to  sweeten  the  disco 
very  by  rehearsing  to  him  the  daily  assu- 
ranees  I  received  from  my  patron.  But 
these  promises  were  not  of  efficacy  sufficient 
to  support  the  sjiirils  of  my  friend,  who  no 
sooner  understood  the  lowness  o'  ny  finan- 
ces.  than,  uttering  a  dreadful  grfinn,  he  ex- 
claimed, — "In  the  name  of  God,  what  shall 
we  do  !"     In  order  to  ccnifort  him,  I  said 
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that  many  of  my  acquaintance,  who  were  in 
a  worse  condition  than  we,  supported,  not- 
withstanding, the  character  of  gentlemen  ; 
and  advising  him  to  thank  God  that  we  had 
as  yet  incurred  no  deht,  proposed  he  sliould 
pawn  my  sword  of  steel  inlaid  with  gold,  and 
trust  to  my  discretion  for  the  rest.  This 
expedient  was  wormwood  and  gall  to  poor 
Strap,  who,  in  spite  of  liis  invincible  alFec- 
tion  for  me,  still  retained  notions  of  economy 
and  expense  suitable  to  the  narrowness  of 
Ills  education ;  nevertheless,  he  complied 
with  my  request,  and  raised  seven  piecco  on 
the  sword  in  a  twinkling.  This  supply,  in- 
considerable as  it  was,  made  me  as  happy 
for  the  present,  as  if  I  had  kept  five  hundred 
pounds  in  bank  ;  for  by  this  time  I  was  so 
well  skilled  in  procrastinating  every  trouble- 
some reflection,  that  the  prospect  of  want 
seldom  affected  me  very  m.uch,  let  it  be  never 
so  near.  And  now,  indeed,  it  was  nearer 
than  I  imagined  :  my  landlord  having  occa- 
sion for  money,  put  me  in  mind  of  my  being 
indebted  to  him  five  guineas  in  lodging,  and 
telling  me  he  had  a  sum  to  make  up,  begged 
I  would  excuse  his  importunity,  and  dis- 
charge the  debt.  Though  I  could  ill  spare 
so  much  cash,  my  pride  took  the  resolution 
of  disbursing  it.  This  I  did  in  a  cavalier 
manner,  after  he  liad  written  a  discharge, 
telling  him,  with  an  air  of  scorn  and  resent- 
ment, I  saw  he  was  resolved  that  I  should 
not  be  long  in  his  books ;  while  Strap,  who 
stood  by,  and  knew  my  circumstances,  wrung 
his  hands  in  secret,  gnawed  his  nether-lip, 
and  turned  yellow  with  despair.  Whatever 
appearance  of  indiflcrence  my  vanity  enabled 
me  to  put  on,  I  was  thunderstruck  with  this 
demand,  which  I  had  no  sooner  satisfied, 
than  I  hastened  into  company,  with  a  view 
of  beguiling  my  cares  with  conversation,  or 
of  drowning  them  with  wine. 

After  dinner,  a  party  was  accordingly  made 
in  the  coffeehouse,  from  whence  we  adjourn- 
ed to  the  tavern,  where,  instead  of  sharing 
the  mirth  of  the  company,  I  was  as  much 
chagrined  at  their  good  humour  as  a  damned 
soul  in  hell  would  be  at  a  glimpse  of  heaven. 
In  vain  did  I  swallow  bumper  after  bumper ; 
the  wine  had  lost  its  effect  upon  me,  and, 
far  from  raising  my  dejected  sjjirits,  could 
not  even  lay  me  asleep.  Banter,  who  was 
the  only  intimate  I  had  (Strap  excepted), 
perceived  my  anxiety,  and,  when  we  broke 
up,  reproached  me  with  pusillanimity,  for 
being  cast  down  at  any  disappointment  that 
c!uch  a  rascal  as  StrutwcU  could  be  the  occa 
sion  of.  I  told  him  I  did  not  at  all  see  how 
Strutwell's  being  a  rasca'  alleviated  my  mis- 
fortune ;  and  gave  him  to  understand  that 
my  present  grief  did  not  so  much  proceed 
from  that  disappointment,  as  from  the  low 
ebb  of  my  fortune,  which  was  sunk  to  some- 
thing lees  than  two  guineas.  At  tliis  decla- 
ration, he  cried, — '*  Pshaw  !  is  that  all  1" 
and  8i!?ured  me  there  were  a  thousand  ways 


of  living  in  town  without  a  fortune,  he  hira 
self  having  subsisted  many  years  entirely  by 
his  wit.  I  expressed  an  eager  desire  of  be- 
ing acquainted  with  some  of  these  methods  ; 
and  he,  without  further  expostulation,  bade 
me  follow  him.  He  conducted  me  to  a 
house  under  the  piazzas  in  Covent  Garden, 
which  we  entered,  and  having  delivered  our 
swords  to  a  grim  fellow,  who  demanded 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  staircase,  as- 
cended to  the  second  story,  where  I  saw 
multitudes  of  people  standing  round  two 
gaming  tables,  loaded  in  a  manner  with  gold 
and  silver.  My  conductor  told  me  this  was 
the  house  of  a  worthy  Scotch  Lord,  w-ho, 
using  the  privilege  of  his  peerage,  had  set 
up  public  gaming  tables,  from  the  profits  of 
which  he  drew  a  comfortable  livelihood.  He 
then  explained  the  difference  between  the 
sitters  and  the  betters ;  characterised  the 
first  as  old  hooks,  and  the  last  as  bubbles  ; 
and  advised  me  to  try  my  fortune  at  the  sil- 
ver table,  by  betting  a  crown  at  a  time. 
Before  I  would  venture  any  thing,  I  consi- 
dered the  company  more  particularly  :  and 
there  appeared  such  a  group  of  villainous 
faces,  that  I  was  struck  with  horror  and  as- 
tonishment at  the  sight.  I  signified  my  sur- 
prise to  Banter,  who  whispered  in  my  ear, 
that  the  bulk  of  those  present  were  sharpers, 
highwaymen,  and  apprentices,  who  having 
embezzled  their  masters'  cash,  made  a  des- 
perate push  in  this  place  to  make  up  their 
deficiencies.  This  account  did  not  encou- 
rage me  to  hazard  any  part  of  my  small  pit- 
tance ;  but  at  length,  being  teazed  by  the 
importunities  of  my  friend,  who  assured  me 
there  was  no  danger  of  being  ill  used,  be- 
cause people  were  hired  by  the  owner  to  see 
justice  done  to  every  body,  I  began  by  risk- 
ing one  shilling,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  my 
winning  amounted  to  thirty.  Convinced  by 
this  time  of  the  fairness  of  the  game,  and 
animated  with  success,  there  was  no  need 
of  further  persuasion  to  continue  the  play. 
I  lent  Banter  (who  seldom  had  any  money 
in  his  pocket)  a  guinea,  which  he  carried  to 
the  gold  table,  and  lost  in  a  moment.  He 
would  have  borrowed  another,  but,  finding 
me  deaf  to  his  arguments,  went  away  in  a 
pet.  Meanwhile,  my  gain  advanced  to  six 
pieces,  and  my  desire  of"  more  increased  in 
proportion  ;  so  that  I  moved  to  the  highci 
table,  where  I  laid  half  a  guinea  on  every 
throw  ;  and  fortune  still  favouring  ine,  I  be- 
came a  sitter,  in  which  capacity  I  remained 
until  it  was  broad  day,  when  I  found  myself, 
after  many  vicissitudes,  one  hundred  and 
fifly  guineas  in  pocket. 

Thinking  it  now  high  time  to  retire  with 
my  booty,  I  asked  if  any  body  wou.b  take 
my  place,  and  made  a  motion  to  rise  :  upon 
which  an  old  Gascon,  who  sat  opposite  to 
me,  and  of  whom  I  had  won  a  little  money, 
started  up  with  fury  in  his  looks,  crying,-— 
"  Restez,  foiilre,  reste,  il  faut  dnnner  mot 
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•ion  ravanchio !"  At  tlie  same  time,  a  Jew 
who  sat  near  tlie  otlicr,  iiisimiafed  that  I  was 
more  beholden  to  art  tlian  fortiiiie  tor  wliat 
I  }iad  got ;  tliat  lie  had  observed  mo  wipe  the 
table  very  often,  and  that  some  of  the  divi- 
sions seemed  to  be  greasy.  This  intimation 
produced  a  great  deal  of  clamour  against  me, 
especially  among  the  losers,  who  threatened, 
with  many  oaths  and  imprecations,  to  take 
me  up  by  a  warrant  as  a  sliarper,  unless  I 
would  compromise  the  atTair  by  refunding 
the  greatest  part  of  my  winning.  Thougli  1 
was  far  from  being  easy  under  this  accusa- 
tion, I  relied  upon  my  innocence,  threatened 
in  my  turn  to  pros(>cute  the  Jew  for  defama- 
tion, and  boldly  ofTercd  to  submit  my  cause 
to  the  examination  of  any  justice  in  West- 
minster ;  but  tlicy  knew  themselves  too  well 
to  put  their  ciiaractcrs  on  tiiat  issue  ;  and 
finding  I  was  not  to  bo  intimidated  into  any 
concession,  dropped  their  plea,  and  made 
way  for  me  to  withdraw.  I  would  not,  how- 
ever, stir  from  the  table,  until  the  Israelite 
had  retracted  what  he  had  said  to  my  disad- 
vantage, and  asked  pardon  before  the  whole 
assembly. 

As  I  marched  out  with  my  prize,  I  hap- 
pened to  tread  upon  the  toes  of  a  tall  raw- 
boned  fellow,  with  a  hooked  nose,  fierce 
eyes,  black  thick  eyebrows,  a  pigtail  wig 
of  the  same  colour,  and  a  formidable  hat 
pulled  over  his  forehead,  who  stood  gnawing 
his  fingers  in  the  crowd,  and  no  sooner  felt 
the  application  of  my  shoe-heel,  than  lie 
inared  out  in  a  tremendous  voice, — "  Blood 

and  wounds  !  you  son  of  a  w ,  what's 

that  for  ]"  I  asked  pardon  with  a  great  deal 
of  submission,  and  protested  I  had  no  inten- 
tion of  hurting  him  :  but  the  more  I  humbled 
myself,  the  more  ho  stormed,  and  insisted 
upon  gentlemanly  satisfaction,  at  the  same 
time  provoking  mo  with  scandalous  names 
that  I  could  not  put  up  with;  so  tluit  I  gave 
a  loose  to  my  passion,  returned  his  Billings- 
gate, and  challenged  him  to  follow  me  down 
to  the  piazzas.  His  indignation  cooling  as 
mine  warmed,  he  refused  my  invitation,  say- 
ing, he  would  choose  his  own  time,  and  re- 
turned towards  the  table,  muttering  threats, 
which  I  neither  dreaded,  nor  distinctly  heard  ; 
but,  descending  with  great  deliberation,  re- 
ceived my  sword  from  the  door-keeper, 
whom  I  gratified  with  a  guinea,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  place,  and  went  home 
in  a  rapture  of  joy. 

My  faithful  valet,  who  had  sat  up  all  night 
in  the  utmost  uneasiness  on  my  account,  let 
me  in  with  his  face  beslubbered  with  tears, 
ft.nd  folljwed  me  to  my  chamber,  where  he 
fitood  si.ent  like  a  condemned  criminal,  in 
expectation  of  hearing  that  every  shilling 
was  spent.  I  guessed  the  situation  of  his 
tlioughts,  and,  assuming  a  silllen  look,  bade 
him  fetch  me  some  water  to  wash.  He  re- 
plied, without  lifting  his  eyes  from  the 
ground, — "In  my  simple  conjecture,  you 
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have  more  occasion  for  rest,  not  having,  1 
suppose,  slept  these  four-and-twenty  houris.' 
•'  J3ring  mo  some  water,"  said  I,  in  a  pe- 
rcmjjtory  tone ;  upon  which  he  sneaked 
away,  shrugging  his  shouldcis.  Before  ho 
returned,  I  liad  spread  my  whole  stock  on 
the  table  in  the  most  ostentatious  manner ; 
so  that,  when  it  first  saluted  his  view, 
he  stood  like  one  entranced,  and  haviiifj 
rubbed  his  eyes  more  than  once,  to  assure 
himself  of  his  being  awake,  broke  out 
into, — "  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us!  what  a 
vast  treasure  is  here  I"  " 'Tis  all  our  own. 
Strap,"  said  I:  "take  what  is  necessary, 
and  redeem  the  sword  innncdiatcly."  He 
advanced  towards  the  table,  sto])pcd  short  by 
the  way,  looked  at  the  money  and  me  by 
turns,  and,  with  a  wildness  in  his  counten- 
ance, produced  t>om  joy  checked  by  distrust, 
cried — "  I  dare  say,  it  is  honestly  come  by." 
To  remove  his  scruples,  I  made  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  story  of  my  success, 
which  when  he  heard,  he  danced  about  the 
room  in  an  ecstasy,  crying, — "  God  be  prai- 
sed !  a  white  stone  I — God  be  praised  !  a 
white  stone!"  so  tiiat  I  was  afraid  the  sud- 
den change  of  fortmie  iiad  disordered  his  in- 
tellects, and  that  he  was  run  mad  with  joy. 
Extremely  concerned  at  this  event,  1  at- 
tempted to  reason  him  out  of  his  frenzy,  but 
to  no  purpose  ;  for,  without  regarding  what 
I  said,  he  continued  to  frisk  up  and  down, 
and  repeat  his  rhapsody  of — "  God  be  prai- 
sed !  a  white  stone  !"  At  last  I  arose  in  the 
utmost  consternation,  and,  laying  violent 
hands  upon  him,  put  a  stop  to  his  extrava- 
gance, by  fixing  him  down  to  a  settee  that 
vv'as  in  the  room.  This  constraint  banished 
his  delirium  ;  he  started,  as  if  just  awoke, 
and,  terrified  at  my  behaviour,  cried,— 
"  What  is  the  matter?"  When  he  learned 
the  cause  of  my  apprehension,  he  was 
ashamed  of  his  transports,  and  told  me,  that, 
in  mentioning  the  wliite  stone,  he  alluded 
to  the  dies  fasti  of  the  Romans,  albo  lapidc 
not  at  i. 

Having  no  inclination  to  sleep,  I  secured 
my  cash,  dressed,  and  was  just  going  abroad, 
when  the  servant  of  the  house  told  me  there 
was  a  gentlewoman  at  the  door,  who  wanted 
to  speak  with  me.  Surprised  at  this  infor- 
mation, I  bade  Strap  show  her  up,  and  in 
less  than  a  minute  saw  a  young  woman  of  a 
shabby  decayed  appearance  enter  my  room. 
After  half  a  dozen  courtesies,  she  began  to 
sob,  and  told  me  hername  was  Gawky  ;  upon 
which  information  I  immediately  recollected 
the  features  of  Miss  Lavement,  who  had 
been  the  first  occasion  of  my  misfortunes. 
Though  I  had  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to 
resent  her  treacherous  behaviour  to  me,  I 
was  moved  at  her  distress,  and  professing 
my  sorrow  at  seeing  her  so  reduced,  cJosired 
her  to  sit,  and  inquired  into  the  particulars 
of  her  situation.  She  fell  upon  lier  knees, 
and  implored  my  forgiveness  for  the  injuries 


158 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


she  had  done  me,  protesting  before  God,  that 
she  was  fJircod,  against  her  inclination,  into 
that  hellisli  conspiracy  which  had  almost  de- 
prived me  of  my  life,  by  the  entreaties  of  her 
husband,  who  having  been  afterwards  re- 
nounced by  his  fatiier  on  account  of  his  mar- 
riage with  her,  and  unable  to  support  a 
imily  on  his  pay,  left  his  wife  at  her  father's 
house,  and  went  with  the  regiment  to  Ger- 
many, where  he  was  broken  for  misbehaviour 
at  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  since  which  time 
she  had  heard  no  tidings  of  him.  She  then 
gave  me  to  understand,  with  many  symp- 
toms of  penitence,  that  it  was  her  misfortune 
to  bear  a  child  four  months  after  marriage, 
by  wliich  event  her  parents  were  so  incen- 
sed, that  she  was  turned  out  of  doors  with 
the  infant,  that  died  soon  after;  and  had 
hitherto  subsisted  in  a  miserable  indigent 
manner,  on  the  extorted  charity  of  a  few 
friends,  who  were  now  quite  tired  of  giving: 
that,  not  knowing  where  or  how  to  support 
jierself  one  day  longer,  she  had  fled  for  suc- 
cour even  to  me,  who,  of  all  mankind,  had 
the  least  cause  to  assist  her,  relying  upon 
the  generosity  of  my  disposition,  which,  she 
hoped,  would  be  pleased  with  this  opportu- 
nity of  avenging  itself  in  the  noblest  manner 
on  the  wretch  who  had  wronged  mo.  I  was 
very  much  affected  with  her  discourse,  and 
having  no  cause  to  suspect  the  sincerity  of 
her  repentance,  raised  her  up,  freely  pardoned 
all  she  had  done  against  me,  and  promised 
to  befriend  her  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power. 
Since  my  last  arrival  in  London,  I  had 
.■nade  no  advances  to  the  apothecary,  imagi- 
ning it  would  be  impossible  for  mo  to  make 
my  innocence  appear,  so  unhappily  was  my 
accusation  circumstanced.  Strap  indeed  had 
laboured  to  justify  me  to  the  schoolmaster ; 
but,  far  from  succeeding  in  his  attempt,  Mr 
Concordance  dropped  all  correspondence 
with  him  because  he  refused  to  quit  his  con- 
nection with  me.  Things  being  in  this  sit- 
uation, I  thought  a  fairer  opportunity  of  vin- 
dicating my  character  could  not  offer  than 
that  which  now  presented  itself.  I  therefore 
stipulated  with  ]\Irs  Gawky,  that,  before  I 
would  yield  her  the  least  assistance,  she 
ehould  do  me  the  justice  to  clear  my  reputation 
by  explaining  upon  oath,  before  a  magistrate, 
the  whole  of  the  conspiracy,  as  it  had  been 
executed  against  me.  When  she  had  given 
me  this  satisfaction,  I  presented  her  with 
five  guineas,  a  sum  so  much  above  her  ex- 
pectation, that  she  could  scarce  believe  the 
evidence  of  her  senses,  and  was  ready  to 
worship  me  for  my  benevolence.  "I  he  decla- 
ration signed  witli  her  own  nand,  I  sent  to 
licr  father,  who,  upon  recollecting  and  com- 
paring the  circumstances  of  my  charge,  was 
convinced  of  my  integrity,  and  waited  upon 
me  next  day,  in  company  with  his  friend  the 
schoolmaster,  to  whom  lie  had  commu- 
nicated my  vindication.  After  mutual  salu- 
\Rtion,   Monsieur  Lavement   began   a  long 


apoloo-y  for  the  unjust  treatment  I  had  re- 
ceived; but  I  saved  him  a  good  deal  of 
breath,  by  interrupting  his  harangue,  and 
assuring  him,  that,  far  from  entertaining  a 
resentment  against  him,  I  thought  myself 
obliged  to  his  lenity,  which  allowed  me  Ic 
escape,  after  such  strong  presumptions  of 
guilt  appeared  against  me.  Mr  Concor. 
dance,  thinking  it  now  his  turn  to  speak, 
observed,  that  Mr  Random  had  too  much 
candour  and  sagacity  to  be  disobliged  at 
their  conduct,  which,  all  things  considered, 
could  not  have  been  otherwise,  with  any 
honesty  of  intention.  "Indeed,"  said  he, 
"  if  the  plot  had  been  unravelled  to  us  by 
any  supernatural  intelligence,  if  it  had  been 
whispered  by  a  genie,  communicated  in  a 
dream,  or  revealed  by  an  angel  from  on  high, 
we  should  have  been  to  blame  in  crediting 
ocular  demon.stration  ;  but  as  we  were  left 
in  the  mist  of  mortality,  it  cannot  be  expec- 
ted we  should  be  incapable  of  imposition. 
I  do  assure  you,  Mr  Random,  no  man  on 
earth  is  more  pleased  than  T  am  at  this  tri- 
umph of  your  character  :  and  as  the  news  of 
your  misfortune  panged  me  to  the  very  en- 
trails,  this  manifestation  of  your  innocence 
makes  my  midriff  quiver  with  joy."  I  thank- 
ed him  for  his  concern,  desired  them  to  un- 
deceive those  of  their  .acquaintance  who 
judged  harshly  of  me,  and,  having  treated 
them  with  a  glass  of  wine,  represented  to 
Lavement  the  deplorable  condition  cf  hia 
daughter,  and  pleaded  her  cause  so  effec- 
tually, that  he  consented  to  settle  a  smaU 
annuity  on  her  for  life  ;  but  could  not  be 
persuaded  to  take  her  home,  because  her 
mother  was  so  much  incensed,  that  she 
would  never  see  her. 


CHAPTER  LIIL 

/  purchase  new  clothes — reprimand  Strut- 
well  and  Straddle — Banter  proposes  an- 
other matrimonial  schemt'~I  accept  of 
hia  terms — set  out  for  iJ-^lJi  in  a  stage- 
coach, loith  the  young  l'j,d,j  tmd  her  mo- 
ther— the  behaviour  of  an  ojicer  and  law- 
yer— ojir  fellow-travellers  described — a 
smart  dialogue  between  my  mistress  and 
the  captain. 

Having  finished  this  affair  to  my  satisfac- 
tion, I  found  myself  perfectly  at  ease,  and 
looking  upon  the  gaming-table  as  a  certain 
resource  for  a  gentleman  in  want,  became 
more  jay  than  ever.  Although  my  clothes 
were  almost  as  good  as  new,  I  grew  ashamed 
of  wearing  them,  because  I  thought  every 
body,  by  this  time,  had  got  an  inventory  of 
my  wardrobe.  For  which  reason,  I  disposed 
of  a  good  part  of  my  apparel  to  a  salesman 
in  Monmouth-street  for  half  the  value,  anO 
bought  two  new  suits  with  the  money, 
likewise  purchased  a  plain  gold  watch,  iin 
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gpairinjj  of  rcoovjriiig  lluit  wliicli  I  had  yu 
foolishly  given  to  Stnilwcll,  wlioin,  notwitli- 
etaiuling,  I  still  continued  to  visit  at  hie 
levee,  until  the  ambassador  ho  had  men- 
tioned  set  out  with  a  secretary  of  his  own 
choosing.  I  tliought  myself  then  at  liberty 
to  expostulate  with  his  lordship,  whom  I 
treated  with  great  freedom  in  a  letter,  for 
amusing  me  with  vain  hopes,  when  he  nei- 
ther had  the  nov.'er  nor  inclination  to  provide 
for  nic.  Nor  was  I  less  reserved  with  Strad- 
dle, whom  I  in  person  reproached  for  mis- 
representing to  me  the  character  of  Strut- 
well,  which  I  did  not  scruple  to  aver  was 
infamous  in  every  respect.  He  seemed  very 
much  enraged  at  my  freedom,  talked  a  great 
deal  about  his  quality  and  honour,  and  began 
CO  make  some  comparisons  which  I  thought 
so  injurious  to  mine,  that  I  demanded  an  ex- 
planation with  great  warmth;  and  he  was 
mean  enough  to  equivocate,  and  condescend 
in  such  a  manner,  that  I  loll  him  with  a 
hearty  contempt  of  his  behaviour. 

About  this  time,  Banter,  who  had  observed 
a  surprising  and  sudden  alteration  in  my  ap- 
pearance and  disposition,  began  to  inquire 
very  minutely  into  the  cause  ;  and  as  I  did 
not  tiiink  fit  to  let  him  know  the  true  state 
of  the  alTair,  lest  he  might  make  {"rco  with 
my  purse,  on  the  strength  of  having  pro- 
posed the  scheme  that  iillod  it,  I  told  him 
that  I  had  received  a  small  supply  from  a 
relation  in  the  country,  who  at  the  same 
time  had  promised  to  use  all  his  interest 
(which  was  not  small)  in  so  ting  some 
post  for  me  that  should  make  i.ie  easy  for 
life.  "If  that  be  the  case,''  said  Banter, 
••perhaps  you  wont  care  to  mortify  yourself 
a  little,  in  making  your  fortune  another  way. 
)  have  a  relation  who  is  to  set  out  for  Bath 
Mbxt  week,  with  an  only  daughter,  who  be- 
ing sickly  and  decrepit,  intends  to  drink  the 
waters  for  the  recovery  of  her  health.  Her 
father,  who  was  a  rich  Turkey  merchant, 
died  about  a  year  ago,  and  Ictl  her  with  a 
fortune  of  twenty  tliousand  pounds,  under 
the  sole  management  of  her  mother,  who 
IS  my  kinswoman.  I  would  have  put  in  for 
the  plate  myself,  but  there  is  a  breach  at 
present  between  the  old  woman  and  me. 
You  must  know,  that  some  time  ago  I  bor- 
rowed a  small  sum  of  her,  and  promised,  it 
Kcems,  to  pay  it  before  a  certain  time;  but 
being  disappointed  in  my  expectation  of  mo- 
ney from  the  country,  the  day  elapsed,  w  ith- 
out  my  being  able  to  take  up  my  note  ;  upon 
which  she  wrote  a  peremptory  letter,  threat- 
ening to  arrest  me,  if  I  did  not  pay  the  debt 
immediately.  Nettled  at  this  precise  beha- 
viour, I  sent  a  d d  severe  answer,  which 

enraged  her  .-o  much,  that  she  actually  took 
out  a  writ  against  me.  Whereupon,  finding 
the  thing  gruw  serious,  I  got  a  friend  to  acU 
vanc(!  the  money  for  me,  discharged  the 
debt,  went  to  her  house,  and  abused  her  for 
aer  unfriendly  dealing.     Siio  was  provoked 


by  my  repri  aches,  and  scolded  in  her  turn. 
The  little  deformed  urchin  joined  her  mo- 
ther with  such  virulence  and  volubility  of 
tongue,  that  I  was  fain  to  make  my  retreat, 
afier  having  been  honoured  with  a  great 
many  scandalous  epithets,  which  gave  me 
plainly  to  understand  that  I  had  nothing  to 
liope  from  tho  esteem  of  the  one,  or  the 
affection  of  the  other.  As  they  are  both 
utter  strangers  to  life,  it  is  a  tliousand  to 
one  but  the  girl  will  he  picki-d  u])  by  some 
scoundrel  or  other  at  Bath,  if  I  don't  |)rovide 
for  her  otherwise.  Yen  are  a  well-looking 
fellow,  Random,  and  cnn  behave  as  demurely 
as  a  (juaker.  Now,  if  you  will  give  me  an 
obligation  for  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be 
paid  six  months  after  your  marriage,  I  will 
put  you  in  a  method  of  carrying  her  in  spite 
of  nil  opposition." 

This  proposal  was  too  advantngeous  for 
me  to  be  refused  ;  the  writing  was  imme- 
diately drawn  up  and  executed  ;  and  Banter 
giving  me  notice  of  the  time  when,  and  the 
stage  coach  in  which  they  were  to  set  out, 
I  bespoke  a  place  in  the  same  convenience, 
and  having  lured  a  horse  for  Strap,  who  was 
charmed  with  tho  prospect,  set  forward  ac- 
cordmgly. 

As  we  embarked  before  day,  I  had  not  the 
pleasure  for  some  time  of  seeing  Miss  Snap- 
per (that  was  the  name  of  my  mistress),  nor 
even  of  perceiving  the  number  and  sex  of 
my  fellow-travellers,  although  I  guessed  that 
the  coach  was  full,  by  the  difficulty  I  found 
in  seating  myself.  The  first  five  minutes 
passed  in  a  general  silence,  when,  all  of  a 
sudden,  the  coach  heeling  to  one  side,  a 
boisterous  voice  pronounced, — "To  the  right 

and  left,  cover  your  flanks,  d e  !  whiz  !" 

I  easily  discovered,  by  the  tone  and  manner 
of  this  exclamation,  that  it  was  uttered  by  a 
son  of  Mars;  neither  was  it  hard  to  conceive 
th".  profession  of  another  person  who  sat 
opposite  to  me,  and  observed,  that  we  ought 
to  have  been  well  satisfied  of  tiie  security 
before  we  entered  upon  the  premises.  These 
two  sallies  had  not  the  desired  effect;  we 
continued  a  good  while  as  mute  as  before, 
till  at  length  the  gentleman  of  the  sword, 
impatient  of  longer  silence,  made  a  second 
effort,  by  swearing  he  had  got  into  a  meet- 
ing of  quakcrs.  "  I  believe  so  too,"  said  a 
shrill  female  voice  at  my  left  hand,  "for  the 
spirit  of  folly  begins  to  move."  "  Out  with 
it  then,  madam,"  replied  the  soldier.  "  Yon 
seem  to  have  no  occasion  for  a  midwife," 
cried  the  lady.  "D — n  my  blood!"  ex- 
claimed the  other,  "a  man  can't  talk  to  a 
woman,  but  she  immediately  thinks  of  a  mid- 
wife." "  True,  sir,"  eaid  she,  "  1  long  to  be 
delivered."  "  What !  of  a  mouse,  madam  1" 
said  he.  "  No,  sir,"  said  she,  "  of  a  fool  " 
"Are  you  far  gone  with  a  fool?"  said  he. 
"Little  more  than  two  miles,"  said  she. 
"  By  gad,  you  are  a  wit,  madam  !"  cried  the 
officer.     "  I  wish  I   could  with  any  justice 
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return  the  compliment,"  said  the  lady. 
"  Zounds,  I  Lave  done,"  said  he.  "  Your 
bolt  is  soon  shot,  according  to  the  old  pro- 
verb," said  she.  The  warrior's  powder  was 
quite  spent ;  the  lawyer  advised  him  to  drop 
the  prosecution :  and  a  grave  matron,  who 
sat  on  the  left  hand  of  the  victorious  wit, 
told  her,  she  must  not  let  her  tongue  run  so 
fast  among  strangers.  This  reprimand,  soft- 
ened with  the  appellation  of  child,  convinced 
me  that  the  satirical  lady  was  no  other  than 
Miss  Snapper,  and  I  resolved  to  regulate  my 
conduct  accordingly.  The  cliampion,  find- 
wig  himself  so  smartly  handled,  changed  his 
battery,  and  began  to  expatiate  upon  his  own 
exploits. — "  You  talk  of  shot,  madam,"  said 
he,  "  d e  !  I  have  both  given  and  re- 
ceived some  shot  in  my  time.  I  was  wound- 
ed in  the  shoulder  by  a  pistol-ball  at  Dettin- 
gen,  where — I  say  nothing — but  by  G — d  ! 
if  it   had   not   been  for  me — all's   one  for 

that — I    despise  boasting,   d e  !    whiz  !" 

So  saying,  he  whistled  one  part  and  hum- 
med another  of  Black  joke ;  then  address- 
ing himself  to  the  lawyer,  went  on  thus — 

"  Wouldn't  you  think  it  d d  hard,  after 

having,  at  the  risk  of  your  life,  recovered  the 
standard  of  a  regiment,  that  had  been  lost, 
to  receive  no  preferment  for  your  pains  1  I 
don't  choose  to  name  no  names,  sink  me : 
but  howsomever,  this  I  will  refer,  by  G — d, 
and  that  is  this  :  a  musketeer  of  the  French 
guards,  having  taken  a  standard  from  a  cer- 
tain cornet  of  a  certain  regiment,  d e  ! 

was  retreatii.g  with  the  prize  as  fast  as  his 
horse's  heels  could  carry  him,  sink  me  !  upon 
which,  I  snatched  up  a  firelock  that  belonged 

to  a  dead  man,  d e  !  whiz  !  and  siiot  liis 

horse  under  him,  d — n  my  blood  !  The  fel- 
low got  upon  his  feet,  and  began  to  repose 
me  ;  upon  which  I  charged  my  bayonet  breast 
high,  and  ran  him  through  the  body,  by  G — d  ! 
One  of  his  comrades  coming  to  his  assistance, 
shot  me  in  the  shoulder,  as  I  told  you  before  ; 
and  another  gave  me  a  confusion  on  the 
head  with  the  butt-end  of  his  carbine  ;  but, 

d e  !   that  did  not  signify.     1  killed  one, 

put  the  other  to  flight,  and  taking  up  the 
etandard,  carried  it  off  very  deliberately. 
But  the  best  joke  of  all  was,  the  son  of  a 
]) — h  of  a  cornet  who  had  surrendered  it  in 
a  cowardly  manner,  seeing  it  in  my  possess- 
ion, demanded  it  from  me,  in  the  front  of  the 
line.  '  D — n  my  blood,'  says  he,  '  where  did 
you  find  my  standard  ]'  says  he.  ♦  D — n  my 
blood,'  said  I,  'where,'  said  I,  'did  you 
lose  it,'  said  L  '  That's  nothing  to  you,' 
Bays  lie,  '  'tis  my  standard,'  says  lie,  '  and  by 

G — d  I'll   have  it,'  says  he.     '  D — n n 

neize  me,'  says  I,  '  if  you  sliall,'  says  I ; 
nill  I  have  first  delivered  it  to  the  general,' 
fays  I ;  and  accordingly  I  went  to  the  head- 
quarters, af\er  the  battle,  and  delivered  it 
to  my  Lord  Stair,  who  promised  to  do  for 
mc,  but  I  am  no  more  than  a  noor  lieutenant 
atili,  c — n  my  blood." 


Having  vented  this  repetition  of  expletives, 
the.  lawyer  owned  he  had  nijt  been  requited 
according  to  his  deserts  ;  observed,  that  the 
labourer  is  always  worthy  of  his  hire,  and 
asked  if  the  promise  was  made  before 
witnesses,  because,  in  that  case,  the  law 
would  compel  tiie  general  to  perform  it ; — 
but  understanding  that  the  promise  was 
made  over  a  bottle,  without  being  restricted 
to  time  or  terms,  he  pronounced  it  not  valid 
in  law,  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the 
particulars  of  the  battle,  and  affirmed,  that 
although  the  English  had  drawn  themselves 
into  a  premunire  at  first,  the  French  man- 
aged their  cause  so  lamely  in  the  course  of 
the  dispute,  that  they  would  have  been 
utterly  nonsuited,  had  tliey  not  obtained  a 
noli  prosequi.  In  spite  of  these  enlivening 
touclies,  the  conversation  was  like  to  suffer 
another  long  interruption  ;  when  the  lieuten- 
ant, unwilling  to  conceal  any  of  his  accom- 
plishments, that  could  be  displayed  in  his 
present  situation,  offered  to  regale  the 
company  with  a  song;  and  interpreting  our 
silence  into  a  desire  of  hearing,  began  to 
warble  a  fashionable  air,  the  first  stanza  of 
which  he  pronounced  thus  : 

AVould  you  task  the  inoon-ticd  liair. 
To  yon  flagrant  beau  repair  ; 
Wliere,   waving  with  tlie  ])0|)ling  vow, 
Tiie  ijantling  tine  will  shelter  you,  &c. 

The  sense  of  the  rest  he  perverted  as  ho 
went  on,  witii  such  surprising  facility,  that  I 
could  not  help  thinking  he  had  been  at  some 
pains  to  burlesque  the  performance.  Miss 
Snapper  ascribed  it  to  the  true  cause,  namely 
ignorance  ;  and  when  he  asked  her  how  she 
relished  his  music,  answered,  that,  in  her 
opinion,  the  music  and  tlie  words  were  much 
of  a  piece.  "  O  d — n  my  blood,"  said  he, 
"  I  take  that  as  a  high  compliment ;  for 
every  body  allows  the  words  are  damnable 
fine."  "  They  may  be  so,"  replied  the  lady, 
"  for  aught  I  know,  but  they  are  above  my 
comprehension."  "I  an't  obliged  to  find 
you  comprehension,  madam,  curse  me  !" 
cried  he.  "  No,  nor  to  speak  sense  neither," 
said  she.  "  U — n  my  heart,"  said  he,  "  I'll 
speak  what  I  please."  Here  the  lawyer 
interposed,  by  telling  him  there  were  some 
things  he  must  not  speak.  And  upon  being 
defied  to  give  an  instance,  mentioned  treason 
and  defamation.  "  As  for  the  king,"  cried 
the  soldier,  "  God  bless  him — I  eat  his 
bread,  and  have  lost  blood  in  his  cause, 
tiierefore  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  him — but 
by  G — d,  I  dare  say  any  thing  to  any  other 
man."     "  No,"  said  the  lawyer,"  you  dare 

not  call  me  a  rogue."     '*  D e,  for  why!" 

said  tiie  other.  "  Because,"  replied  the 
counsellor,  "  I  should  have  a  good  action 
against  you,  and  recover."  "  Well,  well," 
cried  the  officer,  "  if  I  dare  not  call  you  a 

rogue,  I  dare  fiiinkyou  one,  d c."     This 

stroke  of  wil  he   accompanied  with  a  loud 
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'nugii  of  i-cll-approbation,  wliicli  unluckily 
.iid  not  ali'cct  the  audience,  but  ciroctually 
silenced  his  antagonist,  who  did  not  open  his 
moutii  for  the  space  of  an  iiour,  except  to 
clear  his  pipe  with  three  hems,  which,  how- 
ever, produced  nothing. 


CHAPTER  LIV. 

Day  breaking,  I  have  the  'pleasure  of 
viewing  the  psrson  of  Miss  Snapper, 
lohoin  I  had  not  seen  before — tJie  soldier 
is  witty  upon  me — is  offended,  talks  much 
of  his  valour — is  reprimanded  by  a  grave 
gentlewoman — we  are  alarmed  loith  the 
cry  of  highwaymen — /  get  out  of  the 
coach,  and  stand  in  my  own  defence — 
they  ride  off  without  having  attacked  us — 
/  pursue  them — one  of  them  is  thrown 
from  his  horse  and  taken — /  return  to 
the  coach — am  complimented  by  Miss 
Snapper — the  cajitain's  behaviour  on  this 
occasion — the  prude  reproaches  me  in  a 
soliloquy — /  upbraid  her  in  the  same 
manner — the  behaviour  of  ]\Irs  Snapper 
at  breakfast  disobliges  me — the  lawyer  is 
witty  upon  the  officer,  who  threatens  him. 

Fn  the  mean  time,  day  breaking  in  upon  us, 
discovered  to  one  another  the  faces  of  tiieir 
fellow-travellers,  and  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  find  my  mistress  not  quite  so  deformed 
nor  disagreeable  as  she  had  been  represented 
to  me.  Her  head,  indeed,  bore  some  resem- 
blance to  a  hatchet,  the  edge  being  represented 
by  her  face ;  but  she  had  a  certain  delicacy 
in  her  complexion,  and  a  great  deal  of 
vivacity  in  her  eyes,  which  were  very  large 
and  black  ;  and  though  the  protuberance  of 
her  breast,  wiien  considered  alone,  seemed 
to  drag  her  forwards,  it  was  easy  to  perceive 
an  equivalent  on  her  back,  which  balanced 
the  other,  and  kept  her  body  in  equilibro. 
On  the  wiiole,  I  thought  I  should  have  great 
reason  to  congratulate  myself,  if  it  should  be 
my  fate  to  possess  twenty  thousand  pounds 
incumbered  with  such  a  wife.  I  began, 
therefore,  to  deliberate  about  the  most 
probable  means  of  acquiring  the  conquest, 
and  was  so  much  engrossed  by  this  idea, 
that  I  scarce  took  any  notice  of  the  rest  of 
the  people  in  the  coach,  but  revolved  my 
project  in  silence }  while  the  conversation 
was  maintained,  as  before,  by  the  object  of 
my  nopes,  the  son  of  Mars,  and  the  barris- 
ter, who  by  this  time  had  recollected  him- 
self, and  talked  in  terms  as  much  as  ever. 
At  length  a  dispute  happened,  which  ended 
in  a  wager,  to  be  determined  by  me,  vdio 
was  so  much  absorbed  in  contemplation,  tnat 
I  neither  heard  the  reference  nor  the  ques- 
tion, which  was  put  to  me  by  each  in  his 
turn  :  affronted  at  my  supposed  contempt, 
the  soldier,  with  great  vociferation,  swore  I 
h-as  either  dumb  or  deaf,  if  not  both,  and 
4  O*  *o'J 


tiiat  I  looked  as  if  1  could  not  say  boh  to  u 
goose.  Aroused  at  this  observation,  1  li.xnd 
my  eyes  upon  him,  and  pronounced  with 
empliasis  the  interjection  boh!  Upon  which 
he  cocked  his  hut  in  a  tierce   manner,  and 

crietl, — "  D e,   sir,  what  d'ye   mean   by 

that  i"  Had  I  intended  to  answer  him, 
whicli,  by  the  by  was  not  my  design,  1  should 
have  been  anticipated  by  nuss,  wlio  told  Inra 
my  meaning  was  to  stiow  that  I  could  cr^ 
boh  to  a  goose;  and  laughed  very  Jicartily  at 
my  laconic  reproof  Her  explanation  ana 
mirth  did  not  help  to  appease  his  vvratij, 
which  broke  out  in  several  martial  iii.^inua- 
tions,  such  as, — "I  do  not  understand  sucli 

freedoms,  d e  !  d — n   my  blood  !  I  am  a 

gentleman,  and  bear  the  king's  commission. 
'Sblood  !  some  people  deserve  to  have  theii 
noses  pulled  for  their  impertinence."  1 
thought  to  have  checked  these  ejaculations 
by  a  frown  ;  because  he  had  talked  so  much 
of  his  valour,  that  I  had  long  ago  rated  him 
as  an  ass  in  a  lion's  skin  ;  but  this  expedient 
did  not  answer  my  expectation  ;  he  took 
umbrage  at  the  contraction  of  my  brows, 
swore  he  did  not  value  my  sulky  looks  a 
fig's  end,  and  protested  he  feared  no  man 
breathing.  Miss  Snapper  said  she  was  very 
glad  to  find  herself  in  company  with  a  man 
of  so  much  courage,  who,  she  did  not  doubt, 
would  protect  us  from  all  attempts  of  high- 
waymen during  our  journey.  "Make  your- 
self  perfectly  easy  on  that  head,  madam," 
replied  the  officer:  "I  have  got  a  pair  of 
pistols — here  they  are, — which  I  took  from 
a  horse  officer  at  the  battle  of  Dettingen — 
they  are  double  loaded,  and  if  any  highway 
man  in  England  robs  you  of  the  value  of  » 
pin,  while  I  have  the  honour  of  being  in  your 
company,  d — n  my  .heart."  When  he  had 
expressed  himself  in  this  maiftier,  a  prim 
gentlewoman,  who  had  sat  silent  hitlierto, 
opened  her  mouth,  and  said  she  wondered 
how  any  man  could  be  so  rude  as  to  pull  out 

such    weapons     before     ladies.     "  D e, 

madam,"  cried  the  champion,  "  if  you  are  so 
nmch  afraid  at  sight  of  a  pistol,  how  d'ye 
propose  to  stand  fire  if  there  should  be  oc- 
casion?" She  then  told  liim  that  if  she 
thought  he  could  be  so  unmannerly  as  to  use 
fire-arms  in  her  presence,  whatever  might  be 
the  occasion,  she  would  get  out  of  the  coach 
immediately,  and  walk  to  the  next  village, 
where  she  might  procure  a  convenience  to 
herself  Before  lie  could  make  any  answer, 
my  Dulcinea  interposed,  and  observed,  that, 
far  from  being  offended  at  a  gentleman's 
using  his  arms  in  his  own  defence,  she 
thought  herself  very  lucky  in  being  along 
with  one  by  whose  valour  she  stood  a  good 
cliance  of  saving  herself  from  being  rifled- 
The  prude  cast  a  disdainful  look  at  miss,  and 
said,  that  people  who  have  but  little  to  lose 
are  sometimes  most  solicitous  about  preser- 
ving it.  The  old  lady  was  affronted  at  thic 
inucndo,  and  took  notice,  that  people  ought 
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^o  be  very  well  informed  before  they  spoke 
slighting-ly  of  other  people's  fortunes,  lest 
tiiey  discover  their  own  envy,  and  make 
themselves  ridiculous.  The  daughter  de- 
clared, that  she  did  not  pretend  to  vie  with 
any  body  in  point  of  riches;  and  if  the  lady 
who  insisted  upon  non-resistance,  would 
[)romise  to  indemnify  us  for  all  the  loss  we 
should  sustain,  she  would  be  one  of  the  first 
to  persuade  the  captain  to  submission,  in 
case  we  should  be  attacked.  To  this  pro- 
posal, reasonable  as  it  was,  the  reserved 
lady  made  no  other  reply  than  a  scornful 
i^'-lance  and  a  toss  of  her  head.  I  was  very 
ivell  pleased  with  the  spirit  of  my  mistress ; 
and  even  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  distin- 
^lishing  my  courage  under  her  eye,  which  I 
believed  could  not  fail  of  prepossessing  her  in 
rny  favour  ;  when,  all  of  a  sudden,  Strap  rode 
up  to  the  coach-door,  and  told  us  in  a  great 
fright,  that  two  men  on  horseback  were  cross- 
ing the  heath  (for  by  this  time  we  had  passed 
Hounslow),  and  made  directly  towards  us. 
This  piece  of  information  was  no  sooner  de- 
livered than  Mrs  Snapper  began  to  scream, 
her  daughter  grew  pale,  the  other  lady  pulled 
\)ut  her  purse  to  be  in  readiness,  the  law- 
yer's teeth  chattered,  while  he  promaunced, 
"  'Tis  no  matter — we'll  sue  the  county, 
tind  recover."  The  captain  gave  evident 
signs  of  confusion  ;  and  I,  after  having  com- 
manded the  coachman  to  stop,  opened  the 
•door,  jumped  out,  and  invited  the  warrior  to 
'follow  me.  But  finding  him  backward  and 
astonished,  I  took  his  pistols,  and  giving 
them  to  Strap,  who  had  by  this  time  alighted, 
and  trembled  very  much,  I  mounted  on 
horseback,  and  taking  my  own  (wliich  I 
could  better  depend  upon)  from  the  holsters, 
cocked  them  both,  and  faced  the  robbers, 
who  were  now  very  near  us.  Seeing  me 
ready  to  oppose  them  on  horseback,  and 
another  man  armed  a-foot,  they  made  a  halt 
St  some  distance  to  reconnoitre  us,  and  after 
having  rode  round  us  twice,  myself  still 
facing  about  as  they  rode,  went  oft'  the  same 
way  as  they  came,  at  a  hand-gallop.  A  gen- 
tleman's servant  coming  up  with  a  horse  at 
the  same  time,  I  offered  him  a  crown  to  as- 
sist me  in  pursuing  them  ;  which  he  no 
sooner  accepted,  than  I  armed  him  with  the 
officer's  pistols,  and  we  galloped  after  the 
thieves,  who,  trusting  to  the  swiftness  of 
their  horses,  stopped  till  we  came  within 
shot  of  them,  and  then  firiticr  at  us,  put  their 
nags  to  the  full  speed.  We  followed  them 
■ns  fast  as  our  beasts  could  carry  us ;  but  not 
being  so  well  mounted  as  they,  pur  efforts 
would  have  been  to  little  purpose,  had  not 
the  horse  of  one  of  them  stumbled,  end 
thrown  his  rider  with  such  violence  over  his 
liead,  that  he  lay  senseless  when  ^e  came 
jp,  and  was  taken  without  the  least  opposi- 
tion ;  while  his  comrade  consulted  his  own 
safety  in  flight,  without  regarding  the  dis- 
Mess  of  his  friend.     We  scarce  nad  time  to 


make  ourselves  masters  of  his  arms  and  tie 
his  hands  together,  before  he  recovered  iiis 
senses,  when  learning  his  situaticr.,  lie  af- 
fected surprise,  demanded  to  know  by  what 
authority  we  used  a  gentleman  in  that  man- 
ner, and  had  the  impudence  to  threaten  us 
with  a  prosecution  for  robbery.  In  the 
mean  time  we  perceived  Strap  coming  up 
with  a  crowd  of  people,  armed  with  differ- 
ent  kinds  of  weapons  ;  and,  among  the  rest 
a  farmer,  who  no  sooner  perceived  the  thiel', 
whom  we  had  secured,  than  he  cried,  with, 
great  emotion, — "  There's  the  fellow  whr 
robbed  me  an  hour  ago,  of  twenty  pounds  ii' 
a  canvass  bag."  He  was  immediately  search- 
ed, and  the  money  found  e.xactly  as  it  liad 
been  described  :  upon  which  we  committed 
him  to  the  charge  of  the  countryman,  who 
carried  him  to  the  town  of  Hounslow,  whicli, 
it  seems,  the  farmer  had  alarmed :  and  I 
having  satisfied  the  footman  for  his  trouble, 
according  to  promise,  returned  with  Strap  to 
the  coach,  where  I  found  the  captain  and 
lawyer  busy  in  administering  smelhng  bottles 
and  cordials  to  the  grave  lady,  who  had  gone 
into  a  fit  at  the  noise  of  the  firing. 

When  I  had  taken  my  scat.  Miss  Snap- 
per, who  from  the  coach  had  seen  every 
thing  that  happened,  made  me  a  compliment 
on  my  behaviour,  and  said,  she  was  glad  to 
see  me  returned  without  having  received  any 
injuiy  :  her  mother  too  owned  herself  obli- 
ged  to  my  resolution  ;  and  the  lawyer  told 
me  that  I  was  entitled  by  act  of  parliament 
to  a  reward  of  forty  pounds,  for  having  ap- 
prehended  a  highwayman.  The  soldier  ob- 
served, with  a  countenance  in  which  impu- 
dence and  shame,  struggling,  produced  some 
disorder,  that   if  I  had   not  been  in   such  a 

d d  hurry  to  get  out  of  the  coach,  he 

would  have  secured  the  rogues  effectually, 
without  all  this  bustle  and  loss  of  time,  by  a 
scheme  which  my  heat  and  precipitation 
ruined.  "  For  my  own  part,"  continued  he, 
"  I  am  always  extremely  cool  on  these  oc- 
casions." "  So  it  appeared  by  your  trem- 
bling," said  the  young  lady.  "  Death  and 
d — n — n,"  cried  ho,  "  your  sex  protects  you 
madam  ;  if  any  man  on  earth  durst  tell  me 
so  much,  I'd  send  him  to  hell,  d — n  my 
heart  !  in  an  instant."  So  saying,  he  fixed 
his  eyes  upon  me,  and  asked  if  I  had  seen 
him  tremble  7    I  answered  without  hesitation, 

— "  Yes."   "  D c,    sir,"  said   he,   "  d'ye 

doubt  my  courage  ?"  I  replied, — "  Very 
much."  This  declaration  quite  disconcert- 
ed him  ;  he  looked  blank,  and  pronounced 
with  a  faltering  voice — "  O  !  'tis  very  well 
— d — n  my  blood  !  I  shall  find  a  time."  I  sig- 
nified my  contempt  of  him,  by  thrusting  my 
tongue  in  my  cheek,  which  hui.ibled  him  so 
much  that  he  scarce  swore  another  oath 
aloud  during  the  whole  journey. 

The  precise  lady  having  recruited  hei 
spirits  by  the  help  of  some  strong  waters, 
began  a  soliloquy,  in   which  she  wondercn 
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Jial  any  man,  wlio  pretended  to  maintain 
liie  character  of  a  gentleman,  could,  for  the 
Bake  of  a  little  paltry  coin,  throw  persons  of 
tionour  mto  such  quandaries  as  might  cndan- 
f^er  their  lives  ;  and  professed  her  surprise, 
that  women  were  net  ashamed  to  commend 
such  brutality  ;  at  the  same  time  vowing, 
tliat,  for  the  future,  she  would  never  set  foot 
in  a  stage  coach,  if  a  private  convenience 
cotild  be  had  for  love  or  money. 

Nettled  at  her  remarks,  I  took  the  same 
method  of  conveying  my  sentiments,  and 
wondered  in  my  turn  that  any  woman  of 
common  sense  should  be  so  unreasonable  as 
to  expect  that  people,  who  had  neither  ac- 
quaintance or  connection  with  her,  would 
tamely  allow  themselves  to  be  robbed  and 
maltreated,  merely  to  indulge  her  capricious 
humour.  I  likewise  confessed  my  astonish- 
ment at  her  insolence  and  ingratitude  in  ta.v- 
ing  a  person  with  brutality,  who  deserved 
her  approbation  and  acknowledgement ;  and 
vowed,  that  if  ever  she  should  be  assaulted 
again,  I  would  leave  her  to  the  mercy  of  the 
spoiler,  that  she  might  know  the  value  of  my 
protection. 

This  person  of  honour  did  not  think  fit 
to  carry  on  the  altercation  any  farther,  but 
seemed  to  chew  the  cud  of  her  resentment 
with  ♦.he  crest-fallen  captain,  while  I  entered 
into  discourse  with  my  charmer,  who  was 
the  more  pleased  with  my  conversation,  as 
she  had  conceived  a  very  indifferent  opinion 
of  my  intellects  from  my  former  silence.  I 
should  have  had  cause  to  be  equally  satisfied 
with  the  sprightlincss  of  her  genius,  could 
she  have  curbed  her  imagination  with  judg- 
ment ;  but  she  laboured  under  such  a  profu- 
sion of  talk,  that  I  dreaded  her  unruly  tongue, 
and  felt  by  anticipation  the  horrors  of  an 
eternal  clack.  However,  when  I  consider- 
cg,  on  the  other  hand,  the  joys  attending  the 
possession  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  I 
forgot  her  imperfections,  seized  occasion  by 
the  fore-C:ck,  and  endeavoured  to  insinuate 
myself  into  her  affection.  The  careful  mo- 
ther kept  a  strict  watch  over  her,  and  though 
she  could  not  help  behaving  civilly  to  me, 
took  frequent  opportunities  of  discouraging 
our  communication,  by  reprimandmg  her  for 
being  so  free  with  strangers,  and  telling  licr 
jihe  must  learn  to  speak  less,  and  tliink  more. 
Abridged  of  the  use  of  speech,  we  conver- 
sed with  our  eyes,  and  I  found  the  young 
lady  very  eloquent  in  this  kind  of  discourse. 
lu  short,  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  she  was 
sick  of  the  old  gentlewoman's  tuition,  and 
that  I  should  find  it  no  difficult  matter  to  su- 
persede her  authority. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  place  where  we 
were  to  breakfast,  I  alighted,  and  helped  my 
mistress  out  of  the  coach,  as  well  as  her  mo- 
ther, wh'i  called  for  a  private  room,  to  which 
tlicy  witlidrew ,  in  order  to  eat  by  themselves. 
As  they  retired  together,  I  perceived  that 
mias  had  got  more  twisis  from  nature  than  I 


liad  before  observed,  for  she  wa?  bent  side- 
ways in  the  figure  of  an  S,  so  that  her  pro- 
gression very  much  resembled  tlat  of  a  crab. 
The  prude  also  chose  the  captain  for  her 
messmate,  and  ordered  breakflist  for  two 
only  to  be  brought  into  another  separate 
room  ;  while  the  lawyer  and  I,  deserted  by 
the  rest  of  the  company,  were  fain  to  put  up 
with  each  other.  I  was  a  good  deal  cha- 
grined at  the  stately  reserve  of  Mrs  Snapper, 
who  I  thought  did  not  use  me  with  all  the 
complaisance  I  deserved  ;  and  my  compan- 
ion declared,  that  he  had  been  a  traveller  for 
twenty  years,  and  never  knew  the  stage- 
coach rides  so  much  infringed  before.  As 
for  the  honourable  gentlewoman,  I  could  not 
conceive  the  meaning  of  her  attachment  to 
the  lieutenant  ;  and  asked  the  lawyer  if  he 
knew  for  which  of  the  soldier's  virtues  tihe 
admired  him  !  The  counsellor  facetiously 
replied, — "  I  suppose  the  lady  knows  him  to 
be  an  able  conveyancer,  and  wants  hiui  to 
make  a  settlement  in  tail."  I  could  not 
help  laughing  at  the  archness  of  the  barrister 
who  entertained  me  during  breakfast  with 
great  deal  of  wit  of  the  same  kind,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  our  fellow  travellers ;  and,  among 
other  things,  said,  he  was  sorry  to  find  the 
young  lady  saddled  with  such  incumbrances. 
When  we  had  made  an  end  of  our  repast, 
and  paid  our  reckoning,  we  went  into  the 
coach,  took  our  places,  and  bribed  the  driver 
with  sixpence,  to  revenge  us  on  the  rest  of 
his  fare,  by  hurrying  them  away  in  the  midst 
of  their  meal.  Tliis  task  he  performed  to 
our  satisfaction,  after  he  had  disturbed  their 
enjoyment  with  his  importunate  clamour. 
The  mother  and  daughter  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons first,  and  coming  to  the  coach-door, 
were  obliged  to  desire  the  coachman's  as- 
sistance to  get  in,  because  the  lawyer  and  1 
had  agreed  to  show  our  resentment  by  our 
neglect.  They  were  no  sooner  seated,  than 
the  captain  appeared  as  much  heated  as  if 
he  had  been  pursued  a  dozen  miles  by  an 
enemy  ;  and  immediately  after  him  came  the 
lady,  not  without  some  marks  of  disorder. 
Having  helped  her  up,  he  entered  himself, 
growling  a  few  oaths  against  the  coachman 
for  his  impertinent  interruption  ;  and  the 
lawyer  comforted  him  by  sayinrj,  that  if  he 
had  suffered  a  nisi  prius  thr^/Ugh  the  ob- 
stinacy of  the  defendant,  he  might  have  a;i 
opportunity  to  join  issue  at  the  next  stage. 
This  las't  expression  gave  offence  to  the 
grave  gentlewoman,  who  told  him,  if  she  waa 
a  man,  she  would  make  him  repent  of  such 
obscenity  ;  and  thanked  God  she  had  nevei 
been  in  such  company  before.  At  this  in 
sinuation  the  captain  thought  himself  under 
a  necessity  of  espousing  tlie  lady's  cause: 
and  accordingly  threatened  to  cut  uti'  the 
lawyer's  ears,  if  he  should  give  his  tongue 
any  such  liberties  for  the  fiiturc.  The  poor 
counsellor  begged  pardon,  and  universal  si- 
lence ensued. 
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CHAPTER  LV. 


'  resolve  to  ingratiate  mijself  with  the 
mother,  and  am  favoured  by  accident — 
the  precise  lady  finds  her  husband,  and 
quits  the  coach — the  captain  is  disap- 
pointed of  his  dinner — we  arrive  at  Bath 
— /  accompany  Miss  Snapper  to  the  long 
room,  where  she  is  attacked  by  Beau  Nash, 
and  turns  the  laugh  against  him — I  make 
love  to  her,  and  receive  a  check — squire 
her  to  an  assembly,  where  I  am  blessed 
with  a  sight  of  my  dear  Narcissa,  which 
discomposes  7ne  so  much,  that  Miss  Snap- 
per, observing  my  disorder,  is  at  pains  to 
discover  the  cause — is  piqued  at  the  occa- 
sion, and,  in  our  way  home,  pays  me  a 
Hurcastic  compliment — I  am  met  by  Miss 
Williams,  who  is  maid  and  confidant  of 
Narcissa — she  acquaints  me  with  her 
lady's  regard  for  me  while  under  the  dis- 
guise of  a  servant,  and  describes  the 
transports  of  Narcissa  on  seeing  me  at 
the  assembly,  in  the  character  of  a  gen- 
tleman— /  am  surprised  with  an  account 
of  her  aunt's  marriage,  and  make  an  ap- 
pointment to  meet  Miss  Williams  next 
day. 

During  this  unsocial  interval,  my  pride  and 
.nterest  maintained  a  severe  conflict  on  the 
subject  of  Miss  Snapper,  whom  the  one  re- 
presented as  unworthy  of  notice,  and  the 
other  proposed  as  the  object  of  my  whole 
attention  :  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 
attending  such  a  match  were  opposed  to  one 
another  by  my  imagination  ;  and  at  length  my 
judgment  gave  it  so  much  in  favour  of  the 
Hrst,  that  I  resolved  to  prosecute  my  scheme 
•vith  all  the  address  in  my  power.  1  thought 
I  perceived  some  concern  in  her  countenance, 
occasioned  by  my  silence,  which  she,  no 
doubt,  imputed  to  my  disgust  at  her  mother's 
behaviour ;  and  as  I  believed  the  old  woman 
could  not  fail  of  ascribing  my  muteness  to 
the  same  motive,  I  determined  to  continue 
that  sullen  conduct  towards  her,  and  fall 
upon  some  other  method  of  manifesting  my 
esteem  for  the  daughter :  nor  was  it  ditBcult 
for  me  to  make  her  acquainted  with  my  sen- 
timents by  the  expression  of  my  looks,  which 
1  modelled  into  the  characters  of  humility 
a.nd  love  ;  and  which  were  answered  by  her 
with  all  tho  sympathy  and  approbation  I 
could  desire.  But  when  I  began  to  consider, 
that,  without  further  opportunities  of  improv- 
ing my  success,  all  the  progress  I  had  hith- 
erto made  would  not  much  avail,  and  that 
Huch  opportunities  could  not  be  enjoyed 
nilliont  the  mother's  permission  ;  I  concluded 
t  would  be  requisite  to  vanquish  her  coldness 
(snd  suspicion  by  my  assiduities  and  respectful 
Uohaviour  on  the  road ;  and  she  would  in  all 
likelihood  invite  me  to  visit  her  at  Bath, 
*'here  I  did  not  fear  of  beincr  able  to  cultivate 


her  acquaintance  as  much  as  would  be  neces. 
sary  to  the  accomplishment  of  my  purpose. 
And  indeed  accident  furnished  me  with  an 
opportunity  of  obliging  her  so  much,  that  she 
could  not,  with  any  appearance  of  good 
manners,  forbear  to  gratify  my  inclination. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  dining-place,  we 
found  all  the  eatables  in  the  inn  bespoken  by 
a  certain  nobleman,  who  had  got  the  start  of 
us  ;  and  in  all  likelihood  my  mistress  and  her 
mother  must  have  dined  with  Duke  Hum- 
phrey, had  I  not  exerted  myself  in  their 
behalf,  and  bribed  the  landlord  with  a  glass 
of  wine,  to  curtail  his  lordship's  entertain- 
ment of  a  couple  of  fowls  and  some  bacon, 
v/hich  I  sent  with  my  compliments  to  the 
ladies.  They  accepted  my  treat  with  a  great 
many  thanks,  and  desired  I  would  favour 
them  with  my  company  at  dinner,  where  I 
amused  the  old  gentlewoman  so  successfully, 
by  maintaining  a  seemingly  disinterested  ease 
in  the  midst  of  my  civility,  that  she  signified 
a  desire  of  being  better  acquainted,  and  hoped 
I  would  be  so  kind  as  to  see  her  sometimes 
at  Bath.  While  I  enjoyed  myself  in  thia 
manner,  the  precise  lady  had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  with  her  husband,  who  was  no  other 
than  gentleman,  or,  in  other  words,  valet-de. 
chambre,  to  the  very  nobleman  whose  coach 
stood  at  the  door.  Proud  of  the  interest  she 
had  in  the  house,  she  affected  to  show  her 
power  by  introducing  the  captain  to  her 
spouse,  as  a  person  who  had  treated  her 
with  great  civility  ;  upon  which  he  was  in- 
vited to  a  share  of  their  dinner;  while  the 
poor  lawyer,  finding  himself  utterly  aban- 
doned, made  application  to  me,  and  was. 
through  my  intercession,  admitted  into  our 
company.  Having  satisfied  our  appetites, 
and  made  ourselves  merry  at  the  expense  of 
the  person  of  honour,  the  civil  captain,  and 
complaisant  husband,  I  did  myself  the  plea- 
sure of  discharging  the  bill  by  stealth,  foi 
which  I  received  a  great  many  apologies  and 
acknowledgements  from  my  guests,  and  we 
re-embarked  at  the  first  warning.  The  ofl[i- 
cer  was  obliged,  at  last,  to  appease  his  hun- 
ger with  a  luncheon  of  bread  and  cheese,  and 
a  pint  bottle  of  brandy,  which  he  dispatched 
in  the  coach,  cursing  the  inappetence  of  his 
lordship,  who  had  ordered  dinner  to  be  put 
back  a  whole  hour. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  during  the 
remaining  part  of  our  journey,  which  was 
finished  next  day,  when  I  waited  on  the 
ladies  to  the  house  of  a  relation,  in  which 
they  intended  to  lodge,  and  passing  that  night 
at  the  inn,  took  lodgings  in  the  morning  for 
myself. 

The  forenoon  was  spent  in  visiting  everj 
thing  that  was  worth  seeing  in  the  place,  in 
company  with  a  gentleman  to  whom  Banter 
had  given  me  a  letter  of  introduction  ;  and 
in  the  afternoon  I  waited  on  the  ladies,  and 
fotmd  miss  a  good  deal  indisposed  with  th. 
fatimie  of  the  journey.     As  tiiev  f  iresaw  thev 
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should  have  occasion  for  a  male  acquaintance 
to  squire  them  at  all  public  places,  I  was 
received  with  gvcnt  cordiality,  and  had  the 
mother's  conniiission  to  conduct  them  next 
day  to  the  long  room,  wiiich  we  no  sooner 
entered,  than  the  eyes  of  every  body  present 
were  turned  upon  us  ;  and  when  wo  had  suf- 
fered tlie  martyrdom  of  their  looks  for  some 
time,  a  whisper  circulated  at  our  expense, 
which  was  accompanied  with  many  contempt- 
uous cmdes,  and  tittering  observations,  to  my 
utter  shame  and  confusion.  1  did  not  so 
much  conduct,  as  follow,  my  charge  to  a 
place  where  she  seated  her  motlier  and  her- 
self, with  astonishing  composure,  notwith- 
standing the  unmannerly  behaviour  of  the 
whole  company,  which  seemed  to  be  assumed 
merely  to  put  her  out  of  countenance.  The 
celebrated  Mr  Nash,  who  commonly  attends 
in  this  place,  as  master  of  the  ceremonies, 
perceiving  the  disposition  of  the  assembly, 
took  upon  himself  the  task  of  gratifying  their 
ill-nature  still  further,  by  exposing  my  mis- 
tress to  the  edge  of  his  wit.  With  this  view 
he  approached  us,  with  many  bows  and 
grimaces,  and,  after  having  welcomed  Miss 
Snapper  to  the  place,  asked  her,  in  the  hear- 
ing of  all  present,  if  she  could  inform  him 
of  the  name  of  Tobit's  dog?  I  was  so  mucii 
incensed  at  his  insolence  that  I  should  cer- 
tainly have  kicked  him  where  he  stood, 
without  ceremony,  had  not  the  young  lady 
prevented  the  effects  of  my  indignation,  by 
replying,  with  the  utmost  vivacity, — "  His 
name  was  Nash,  and  an  impudent  dog  he 
was!"  This  repartee,  so  unexpected  and 
just,  raised  such  an  universal  laugh  at  the 
aggressor,  that  all  his  assurance  was  insuffi- 
cient to  support  him  under  their  derision  ;  so 
that,  after  he  had  endeavoured  to  compose 
himself  by  taking  snuff,  and  forcing  a  smile, 
he  was  ojjliged  to  sneak  off  in  a  very  ludi- 
crous attitude  ;  while  my  Dulcinoa  was  ap- 
plauded to  the  skies,  for  the  brilliancy  of 
her  wit,  and  her  acquaintance  immediately 
courted  by  the  best  people  of  both  sexes  in 
the  room.  This  event,  with  which  I  was 
infinitely  pleased  at  first,  did  not  fail  of 
alarming  me,  upon  further  reflection,  when  I 
considered  that  the  more  she  was  caressed 
by  persons  of  distinction,  the  more  her  pride 
would  be  inflamed,  and  consequently  the 
obstacles  to  my  success  multiplied  and  en- 
larged. Nor  were  my  presaging  fears  untrue. 
That  very  niglit  I  perceived  her  a  little  in- 
toxicated with  the  incense  she  had  received  ; 
and  though  she  still  behaved  with  a  particular 
civility  to  me,  I  forcEav/,  that,  as  soon  as  her 
fortune  should  be  known,  she  would  be  sur- 
rounded with  a  swarm  of  admirers,  some  one 
of  whom  might  possibly,  by  excelling  me  in 
point  of  wealth,  or  in  the  arts  of  flattery  and 
scindal.  supplant  me  in  her  esteem,  and  find 
means  to  make  the  mother  of  his  party.  I 
resolved,  therefore,  to  /ose  no  time,  and  being 
invited   to  spend   the  evening  with  'them, 


found  an  opportunity  in  spite  of  the  old 
gentlewoman's  vigilance,  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  my  glances  in  the  coach,  by 
paying  homage  to  her  wit,  and  professing 
myself  enamoured  of  her  person.  She 
blushed  at  my  declaration,  and  in  a  favoura- 
ble manner  disapproved  of  the  liberty  I  had 
taken,  putting  me  in  mind  of  our  beinjf 
strangers  to  each  other,  and  desiring  I  would 
not  be  the  means  of  interrupting  oar  ac- 
quaintance by  any  such  unseasonable  strokes 
of  gallantry  for  the  future  :  my  ardour  wa.s 
effectually  checked  by  this  reprimaiid,  whicii 
was,  however,  delivered  in  such  a  gentle 
manner,  that  I  had  no  cause  to  be  disobliged  ; 
and  the  arrival  of  her  niotlicr  delivered  me 
from  a  dilemma,  in  which  I  should  not  have 
known  how  to  demean  myself  a  minute 
longer  :  neither  could  I  resume  the  easiness 
of  carriage  with  which  I  came  in.  My  mis- 
tress acted  on  the  reserve,  and  the  con- 
versation beginning  to  flag,  the  old  lady 
introduced  her  kinswoman  of  the  house,  and 
proposed  a  hand  at  whist. 

While  we  amused  ourselves  at  this  diver- 
sion, I  understood  from  the  gentlewoman, 
that  there  was  to  be  an  assembly  next  night, 
at  which  I  begged  to  have  the  honour  of 
dancing  with  mis-s.  She  thanked  me  for  the 
favour  I  intended  her,  assured  me  she  never 
did  dance,  but  signified  a  desire  of  seeing 
the  company  ;  when  I  offered  my  service, 
which  was  accepted ;  not  a  little  proud  of 
being  exempted  from  appearing  with  her  in 
a  situation,  that,  notwithstanding  my  profess- 
ion to  the  contrary,  was  not  at  all  agree- 
able to  my  inclination. 

Having  supped,  and  continued  the  game, 
till  such  time  as  the  successive  yawns  of 
the  mother  warned  me  to  be  gone,  I  took 
my  leave,  and  went  home,  where  I  made 
Strap  very  happy  with  an  account  of  my 
progress.  Next  day  I  put  on  my  gayest 
apparel,  and  went  to  drink  tea  at  Mrs  Snap- 
per's, according  to  appointment,'  when  I 
found,  to  my  inexpressible  satisfaction,  that 
she  was  laid  up  with  the  toothach,  and  that 
miss  v/as  to  be  intrusted  to  my  care.  Ac- 
cordingly, we  set  out  for  the  ball-room  pretty 
early  in  the  evening,  and  took  possession  of 
a  commodious  place,  whore  we  had  not  sat 
longer  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  a 
gentleman  dressed  in  a  green  frock  came  in, 
leading  a  young  lady,  whom  I  immediately 
discovered  to  be  the  adorable  Karcissa. 
Good  heaven  !  what  were  the  thriTlings  of 
my  soul  at  that  instant !  my  reflection  was 
overwhelmed  with  a  torrent  of  agitation  ;  my 
heart  throbbed  with  surprising  violence  ;  a 
sudden  mist  overspread  my  eyes ;  my  ears 
were  invaded  with  a  dreadful  sound ;  I  pant- 
ed for  want  of  breath  ;  and,  in  short,  was  fo' 
some  moments  entranced.  This  first  tumuli 
subsiding,  a  crowd  of  flattering  ideas  rushed 
upon  my  imagination  ;  every  thing  that  was 
soft,  sensible,  and  engaging  in  the  clinracro' 
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of  that  dear  creature,  recurred  to  my  remem- 
brance, and  every  favourable  circumstance 
of  my  own  qualifications  appeared  in  all  the 
ag'grc'ation  of  self  conceit,  to  heighten  my 
expectation.  Neither  was  this  transport  of 
long  duration  :  the  dread  of  her  being  already 
disposed  of  intervened,  and  overcast  my  en- 
chanting reverie.  My  presaging  apprehen- 
sion represented  her  encircled  in  the  arms 
of  some  happy  rival,  and  of  consequence 
for  ever  lost  to  me.  I  was  stung  with  this 
suggestion,  and  believing  the  person  who 
conducted  her  to  be  the  husband  of  this 
amiable  young  lady,  already  devoted  him  to 
my  fury,  and  stood  up  to  mark  him  for  my 
vengeance;  when  I  recollecttd,  to  my  un- 
speakable joy,  her  brother,  the  fox-lmnter, 
in  the  person  of  her  gallant.  Undeceived  so 
much  to  my  satisfaction  in  this  particular,  I 
gazed,  in  a  frenzy  of  delight,  on  the  irresis- 
tible charms  of  his  sister,  who  no  sooner  dis- 
tinguished me  in  the  crowd,  than  her  evident 
confusion  afforded  a  happy  omen  to  my  flame. 
At  sight  of  me  she  started,  the  roses  in- 
stantly vanished  from  her  polished  cheeks, 
and  returned  in  a  moment  with  a  double 
glow  that  overspread  her  lovely  neck,  while 
her  enchanting  bosom  heaved  with  strong 
emotion.  I  hailed  these  favourable  symp- 
toms, and,  lying  in  wait  for  her  looks,  did 
homage  with  my  eyes.  She  seemed  to  ap- 
prove my  declaration,  by  the  complacency 
of  her  aspect ;  and  I  was  so  transported  with 
her  discovery,  that  more  than  once  I  was  on 
the  point  of  making  up  to  her  to  disclose  the 
throbbings  of  my  heart  in  person,  had  not 
that  profound  veneration  which  her  presence 
always  inspired,  restrained  the  unseasonable 
impulse.  All  my  powers  being  engrossed  in 
this  manner,  it  may  easily  be  imagined  how 
ill  I  entertained  Miss  Snapper,  on  whom  I 
could  not  now  turn  my  eyes,  without  making 
comparisons  very  little  to  her  advantage. 
It  was  not  even  in  my  power  to  return  dis- 
tinct answers  to  the  questions  she  asked  me 
from  time  to  time,  so  that  she  could  not  help 
observing  my  absence  of  mind  ;  and  having 
a  turn  for  observation,  watched  my  glances, 
"id  tracing  them  to  the  divine  object,  dis- 
oovered  the  cause  of  my  disorder.  That  she 
might,  hovv'evcr,  be  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  her  conjecture,  she  began  to  interrogate 
me  with  regard  to  Narcissa,  and,  notwith- 
standing all  my  endeavours  to  disguise  my 
eentiments,  perceived  my  attachment  by  my 
confusion.  Upon  which  she  assumed  a  statc- 
liness  of  behaviour,  and  sat  silent  during  the 
remaining  part  of  tlie  entertainment.  At  any 
other  time,  lier  suspicion  would  have  alarmed 
me ;  but  now  I  was  elevated  by  my  passion 
above  every  otner  consideration.  Tlie  mis- 
tress of  my  soul  having  retired  with  her  bro- 
ther, I  discovered  so  much  uneasiness  at  my 
situation,  that  Miss  Snapper  proposed  to  go 
home,  and  wiiile  I  conducted  iier  to  a  chair, 
lold  me  sue  had  too  great  a  regard  for  me  to 


keep  me  any  longer  in  torment.  I  feigned 
ignorance  of  her  meaning,  and  having  seen 
her  safely  at  her  lodgings,  took  my  leave, 
and  went  home  in  an  ecstasy,  where  I  dis- 
closed every  thing  that  had  happened  to  my 
confidant  and  humble  servant,  Strap,  who 
did  not  relish  the  accident  so  well  as  I  ex- 
pected, and  observed  that  a  bird  in  hand  ia 
worth  two  in  the  bush ;  "  but  however," 
said  he,  "you  know  best, — you  knov/  best." 
Next  day,  as  I  went  to  the  pump-room,  in 
hopes  of  seeing  or  hearing  some  tidings  of 
my  fair  enslaver,  I  was  met  by  a  gentle- 
woman, who,  having  looked  hard  at  me, 
cried, — "  O  Christ !  Mr  Random  !"  Surprised 
at  this  exclamation,  I  examined  the  counte- 
nance of  the  person  who  spoke,  and  imme- 
diately recognised  my  old  sweetheart  and 
fellow-sufferer,  Miss  Williams. 

I  was  mightily  pleased  to  find  this  unfor- 
tunate  woman  under  such  a  decent  appear- 
ance, professed  my  joy  at  seeing  her  so  well, 
and  desired  to  know  where  I  should  have 
the  pleasure  of  her  conversation.  She  was 
heartily  rejoiced  at  the  apparent  easiness  of 
my  fortune,  and  gave  me  to  know,  that  she, 
as  yet,  h.ad  no  habitation  that  she  could  pro- 
perly call  her  own,  but  would  v/ait  on  me  at 
any  place  I  should  please  to  appoint.  Un- 
derstanding tliat  she  was  unengaged  for  the 
present,  I  showed  her  the  way  to  my  own 
lodgings,  where,  after  a  very  affectionate 
salutation,  she  informed  me  of  her  being 
very  happy  in  the  service  of  a  young  lady  to 
whom  she  was  recommended  by  a  formei 
mistress  deceased,  into  whose  family  she 
had  recommended  herself  by  the  honest  de- 
ceit she  had  concerted  while  she  lived  with 
me  in  the  garret  at  London.  She  then  ex- 
pressed a  vehement  desire  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  vicissitudes  of  my  life  since  we 
parted,  and  excused  her  curiosity  on  account 
of  the  concern  she  had  for  my  interest.  I 
forthwith  granted  her  request,  and  when  I 
described  my  situation  in  Sussex,  perceived 
her  to  attend  to  my  story  with  particular 
eagerness.  She  interrupted  me  when  I  had 
finished  that  period,  with, — "  Good  God  !  is 
it  possible  I" — and  then  begged  I  would  be 
so  good  as  to  continue  my  relation  ;  which  I 
did  as  briefly  as  I  could,  burning  with  impa- 
tience to  know  the  cause  of  her  surprise, 
about  which  I  had  already  formed  a  very 
interesting  conjecture.  When  I  had  brought 
my  adventures  down  to  the  present  day,  she 
seemed  very  much  affected  with  the  different 
circumstances  of  my  fortune  ;  and  saying, 
with  a  smiie,  she  believed  my  distresses 
were  now  at  a  period,  proceeded  to  inform 
me,  that  the  lady  whom  she  served  was  no 
other  than  the  charming  Narcissa,  who  had 
honoured  hor  with  her  confidence  for  some 
time ;  in  consequence  of  which  trust,  she 
had  often  repeated  the  story  of  John  Brown, 
with  great  admiration  and  vegard  ;  that  she 
loved  <o  jwell   upon  the  particulars  of  hin 
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thanictcr,  and  did  not  scruple  to  own  a  ten- 
der approbation  of  liis  flame.  I  bccaine  de- 
lirious at  this  piece  of  intelligence,  strained 
Miss  Williams  in  my  embrace,  called  her  the 
Migel  of  my  happiness,  and  acted  such  ex- 
travajrancies,  that  she  mi<,'ht  have  been  con- 
vinced of  my  sincerity,  had  she  not  been 
satistied  of  my  honour  before.  As  soon  as 
I  was  in  a  condition  to  yield  attention,  she 
described  the  present  situation  of  her  mis- 
tress, who  had  no  sooner  reached  her  lodg- 
ino-s  the  night  before,  than  she  closeted  her, 
and,  in  a  rapture  of  joy,  gave  her  to  know 
tiiat  she  had  seen  me  at  the  ball,  where  I 
appeared  in  the  character  which  she  always 
thought  my  due,  with  such  advantage  of 
transformation,  that  unless  my  image  had 
been  engraven  on  her  heart,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  know  me  for  the  person 
who  had  worn  her  aunt's  livery  ;  that,  by  the 
language  of  my  eyes,  ehc  was  assured  of  the 
continuance  of  my  passion  for  her,  and  con- 
sequently of  my  being  unengaged  to  any 
other;  and  that,  though  she  did  not  doubt  1 
would  speedily  fall  upon  some  method  of  be- 
ing introduced,  she  was  so  impatient  to  hear 
of  me,  that  she  (Miss  Williams)  had  been 
sent  abroad  this  very  morning,  on  purpose 
to  learn  the  name  and  character  I  at  present 
bore.  My  bosom  had  been  hitherto  a  stran- 
ger to  such  a  flood  of  joy  as  now  rushed 
upon  it :  my  faculties  were  overborne  by  the 
tide  :  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  open 
my  mouth,  and  much  longer  ere  I  could  utter 
a  coherent  sentence.  At  length  I  fervently 
requested  her  to  lead  me  immediately  to  the 
object  of  my  adoration  :  but  she  resisted  my 
importunity,  and  exjjlained  the  danger  of 
such  premature  conduct. — "  How  favourable 
Boever,"  said  she,  "  my  lady's  inclination  to- 
wards you  may  be,  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
she  will  not  commit  the  smallest  trespass  on 
decorum,  either  in  disclosing  her  own,  or  in 
receiving  a  declaration  of  your  passion  ;  and 
although  the  great  veneration  I  have  for  you 
has  prompted  me  to  reveal  what  she  com- 
municated to  me  in  confidence,  I  know  so 
well  the  severity  of  her  sentiments  with  re- 
spect to  the  punctilios  of  her  sex,  that,  if  she 
should  learn  the  least  surmise  of  it,  she  would 
not  only  dismiss  me  as  a  wretch  unworthy 
of  her  benevolence,  but  also  for  ever  shun 
the  efforts  of  your  love."  I  assented  to  the 
justness  of  her  remonstrance,  and  desired 
she  would  assist  me  with  lier  advice  and 
direction  :  upon  which  it  was  concerted  be- 
tween us,  that,  for  the  present,  I  should  be 
contented  with  her  telling  Narcissa,  that,  in 
the  course  of  her  inquiries,  she  could  only 
.earn  my  name  :  and  that  if,  in  a  day  or  two, 
I  could  fall  upon  no  other  method  of  being 
introduced  to  her  mistress,  she  would  deliver 
a  letter  from  me,  on  pretence  of  consulting 
her  happiness  ;  and  say  that  I  met  her  in  the 
street,  and  bribed  her  to  this  piece  of  service. 
Matters  oeing  thus  adjusted,  I  kept  my  old 


1  acquaintance  to  breakfast,  and  learned  fn<ni 
her  conversation,  tuat  my  rival,  Sir  Timo. 
thy,  iiad  drunk  himself  into  an  apople.xy,  of 
which  he  died  five  montlis  ago ;  that  the 
savage  was  still  unmarried ;  and  that  h\s 
aunt  had  been  seized  with  a  whim  which  he 
little  expected,  and  chosen  the  schoolmaster 
of  the  parish  for  her  lord  and  husband  ;  but 
matrimony  not  agreeing  witii  iier  cinstita- 
tion,  slie  had  been  hectic  and  dropsical  a 
good  while,  and  was  now  at  IJath,  in  order 
to  drink  tiie  waters  for  the  recovery  of  her 
health  ;  that  her  niece  had  accompanied  her 
hither  at  her  request,  ar,d  attended  her  with 
the  same  atfection  as  betbre.  notwithstanding 
the  mistake  she  had  committed;  and  that 
her  nephew,  who  had  been  exasperated  at 
the  loss  of  her  fortune,  did  not  give  his 
attendance  out  of  good  will,  but  purely  to 
have  an  eye  on  his  sister,  lest  she  sliould 
likewise  throw  herself  away,  without  his 
consent  or  approbation.  Having  enjoyed 
ourselves,  in  this  manner,  and  made  an  as- 
sigriation  to  meet  next  day  at  a  certain  place. 
Miss  Williams  took  her  leave ;  and  Strap's 
looks  being  very  inquisitive  about  the  nature 
of  the  communication  subsisting  between  us, 
I  made  him  acquainted  with  the  whole  affair 
to  his  ofreat  astonishment  and  satisfaction. 


CHAPTER  LVI. 

/  become  acquainted  with  Narcissa's  hro 
ther,  who  invites  me  to  ]us  house,  where 
J  am  introduced  to  that  adorable  creature 
— after  dinner,  the  squire  retires  to  lake 
his  nap — Freeman,  guessing  the  situa- 
tion of  my  thoughts,  withdraws  likewise 
on  pretence  of  business — /  declare  my 
passion  to  Narcissa — ain  well  received 
— charmed  with  her  conversation — the 
squire  detains  us  to  supper — /  elude  his 
design  by  a  stratagem,  and  get  home 
sober. 

I.\  the  afternoon  I  drank  tea  at  the  house  of 
Mr  Freeman,  to  whom  I  had  been  recom- 
mended by  Banter;  where  I  had  not  sat  five 
minute.«,  till  the  fox-hunter  came  in,  and  by 
his  iiuniliar  behaviour  appeared  to  be  intimate 
witii  my  friend.  I  was  at  first  under  some 
concern,  lest  he  should  recollect  my  features  • 
but  when  I  found  myself  introduced  to  him 
as  a  gentleman  from  London,  without  being 
discovered,  I  blessed  the  opportunity  that 
brought  me  into  his  company,  hoping  that,  in 
the  course  of  our  acquaintance,  he  would 
invite  me  to  his  house.  Nor  were  my  hope9 
frustrated ;  for,  as  we  spent  the  evening 
together,  lie  grew  extremely  fond  of  my 
conversation,  asked  a  great  many  childish 
questions  about  France  and  other  fiireigii 
parts;  and  seemed  so  highly  entertained  with 
my  answers,  that,  in  Iiis  cups,  he  siiook  mc 
often  by  the  hand,  pronounced  mc  an  hones' 
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Jellow,  and,  in  fine,  desired  our  company 
Rt  dinner  next  day  in  his  ovun  honse.  My 
imagination  was  so  much  employed  in  anti- 
cipating the  happiness  I  was  to  enjoy  next 
day,  that  I  slept  very  little  that  night ;  but, 
rismg  early  in  the  morning,  went  to  the 
place  appointed,  where  I  met  my  she-friend, 
and  imparted  to  her  my  success  with  the 
squire.  She  was  very  much  pleased  at  the 
occasion,  which  (she  said)  could  not  fail  of 
being  agreeable  to  Narcissa,  who,  in  spite 
of  her  passion  for  me,  had  mentioned  some 
scruples  relating  to  my  true  situation  and 
character,  which  the  delicacy  of  her  senti- 
ments suggested,  and  which  she  believed  I 
would  find  it  necessary  to  remove,  though 
she  did  not  know  how.  I  was  a  good  deal 
startled  at  this  insinuation,  because  I  fore- 
saw the  difficulty  I  should  find  in  barely 
doing  mj'self  justice;  for  although  it  was 
never  my  intention  to  impose  myself  upon 
e.ny  woman,  much  less  on  Narcissa,  as  a  man 
of  fortune,  I  laid  claim  to  the  character  of  a 
gentleman,  by  birth,  education,  and  behaviour; 
end  yet  (so  unlucky  had  the  circumstances 
of  my  life  fallen  out)  I  should  find  it  a  very 
hard  matter  to  make  good  my  pretensions 
even  to  these,  especially  to  the  last,  which 
was  the  most  essential.  Miss  Williams  was 
as  sensible  as  I  of  this  my  disadvantage,  but 
comforted  me  with  observing,  that  when 
once  a  woman  had  bestowed  her  affections 
on  a  man,  she  cannot  help  judging  of  him  in 
all  respects  with  a  partiality  easily  influenced 
in  his  favour:  she  remarked,  that  although 
some  situations  of  my  life  had  been  low,  yet 
none  of  them  had  been  infamous  ;  that  my 
indigence  had  oeen  tlie  crime  not  of  me,  but 
of  fortune  ;  and  that  the  miseries  I  had  under- 
gone, by  improving  the  faculties  both  of  mind 
and  body,  qualified  me  the  more  for  any 
dignified  station,  and  would  of  consequence 
recommend  me  to  the  good  graces  of  any 
sensible  womar. ;  she  therefore  advised  me 
to  be  always  open  and  unreserved  to  the 
inquiries  of  my  mistress,  without  unneces- 
sarily betraying  the  meanest  occurrences  of 
my  fate,  and  trust  to  the  strength  of  her  love 
and  reflection  for  the  rest.  The  sentiments 
of  this  sensible  young  woman,  on  this  as 
well  as  on  almost  every  other  subject,  per- 
fectly agreed  with  mine :  I  thanked  her  for 
the  care  she  took  of  my  interests,  and  prom- 
ising to  behave  myself  according  to  her 
direction,  we  parted,  after  she  had  assured 
rne,  that  I  might  depend  upon  her  best  offices 
with  her  mistress,  and  that  she  would  from 
time  to  time  communicate  to  me  such  intelli- 
gence as  she  should  procure  relating  to  mv 
flame.  Having  dressed  myself  to  the  best 
advantage,  I  waited  for  the  time  of  dinner 
with  the  most  fearful  impatience;  and  as  the 
hour  drew  nigh,  my  heart  beat  witli  such 
increased  velocity,  and  my  spirits  contracted 
euch  disorder,  that  I  began  to  suspect  my 
■csolution,  and  even  tt  wish  myself  disen- 


gaged. At  last  Mr  Freeman  called  at  my 
lodgings,  in  his  way,  and  I  accompanied  him 
to  tiie  house  where  all  my  happiness  was 
deposited.  We  were  very  kindly  received 
by  the  squire,  who  sat  smoking  his  pipe  in  a 
parlour,  and  asked  if  we  chose  to  drink  any 
thing  before  dinner  :  though  I  had  never  more 
occasion  for  a  cordial,  I  was  ashamed  to  ac- 
cept his  offer,  which  was  also  refused  by  my 
friend.  We  sat  down,  however,  and  entered 
into  conversation,  which  lasted  half  an  hour, 
so  that  I  had  time  to  recollect  m3'self ;  and, 
so  capricious  were  my  thoughts,  even  to  hope 
that  Narcissa  would  not  appear — when,  all 
of  a  sudden,  a  servant,  coming  in,  gave  u.s 
notice  that  dinner  was  upon  the  table — and 
my  perturbation  returned  with  such  violence, 
that  I  could  scarce  conceal  it  from  the  com- 
pany as  I  ascended  the  staircase.  When  I 
entered  the  dining-room,  the  first  object  that 
saluted  my  ravished  eyes  was  the  divine 
Narcissa,  blushing  like  Aurora,  adorned  with 
all  the  graces  that  meekness,  innocence,  and 
beauty  can  diffuse.  I  was  seized  with  a 
giddiness,  my  knees  tottered,  and  I  scarce 
had  strength  enough  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony of  salutation,  when  her  brother,  slap- 
ping  me  on  the  shoulder,  cried, — "  Measter 
Randan,  that  there  is  my  sister."  I  ap- 
proached her  with  great  eagerness  and  fear; 
but  in  the  moment  of  our  embrace,  my  soul 
was  agonized  with  rapture  ;  it  was  a  lucky 
circumstance  for  us  both,  that  my  entertainer 
was  not  endued  with  an  uncommon  stock  ot 
penetration  ;  for  our  mutual  confusion  waa 
so  manifest,  that  Mr  Freeman  perceived  it, 
and,  as  we  went  home  together,  congratu- 
lated me  on  my  good  fortune.  But  so  far 
was  Bruin  from  entertaining  the  least  sus- 
picion, that  he  encouraged  me  to  begin  a 
conversation  with  my  mistress  in  a  language 
unknown  to  him,  by  telling  her,  that  he  had 
brought  a  gentleman  who  could  jabber  with 
her  in  French  and  other  foreign  lingos,  as  fast 
as  she  pleased  ;  then  turning  to  me,  said,^ 
"  Odds  bods !  I  wish  you  would  hold  discourse 
with  her  in  your  French  or  Italiano,  and  tell 
me  if  she  understands  it  as  well  as  she  would 
be  thought  to  do — there's  her  aunt  and  she 
will  chatter  together  whole  days  in  it ;  and  I 
can't  have  a  mouthful  of  English  for  love  or 
money."  I  consulted  the  look  of  my  amiable 
mistress,  and  found  her  averse  to  his  pro- 
posal, which  she  declined  with  a  sweetness 
of  denial  peculiar  to  herself,  as  a  piece  of 
disrespect  to  that  part  of  the  company  v/hich 
did  not  understand  the  language  in  question. 
As  I  had  the  happiness  of  sitting  opposite  to 
her,  I  feasted  my  eyes  much  more  than  my 
palate,  which  she  tempted  in  vain  with  the 
most  delicious  bits  carved  by  hor  fair  hand, 
and  recommer.ded  by  her  persuasive  tongue  ; 
but  all  my  other  appetites  were  swallowed 
up  in  the  immensity  of  my  love,  which  I  fed 
by  gazing  incessantly  on  the  delightful  object. 
Dinner  was  scarce  ended,  when  the  squire 
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became  very  drowsy,  and,  atlor  several  dread- 
ful yawns,  got  uj),  strctclied  liiiiisolf,  took 
two  or  three  turns  across  the  room,  be<jged 
we  would  allow  him  to  take  a  short  nap,  and, 
having  laid  a  strong  injunction  on  his  sister 
to  detain  us  till  his  return,  went  to  his  repose 
v;ithout  further  ceremony.  He  had  not  been 
gone  many  minutes,  when  Freeman,  guessing 
the  situation  of  my  lieart,  and  thinking  he 
cculd  not  do  me  a  greater  favour  tlian  to 
leave  me  alone  with  Narcissa,  pretended  to 
recollect  himself  all  of  a  sudden,  and  starting 
lip,  begged  the  lady's  pardon  fur  half  an  hour, 
for  he  had  luckily  remembered  an  engage- 
ment of  some  consequence,  that  he  must 
perform  at  that  instant ;  so  saying,  he  took 
his  leave,  promising  to  come  back  time 
enough  for  tea,  leaving  my  mistress  and  me 
in  great  confusion.  Now  that  I  enjoyed  an 
opportunity  of  disclosing  the  pantings  of  my 
soul,  I  had  not  power  to  use  it.  I  studied 
many  pathetic  declarations,  but  when  I  at- 
tempted to  give  them  utterance,  my  tongue 
denied  its  otiice ;  and  she  sat  silent,  with  a 
downcast  look,  full  of  anxious  alarm,  her 
bosom  heaving  with  expectation  of  some 
great  event.  At  length  I  endeavoured  to 
put  an  end  to  this  solemn  pause,  and  began 
with, — "It  is  very  surprising,  madam," — 
here  the  sound  dying  away,  I  made  a  full 
stop — wliile  Narcissa,  starting,  blushed,  and, 
with  a  timid  accent,  answered, — "Sirl" 
Confounded  at  this  note  of  interrogation,  I 
pronounced,  with  the  most  sheepish  bashful- 
ness, — "  Madam  !" — To  which  she  replied, — 
*'  I  beg  pardon — I  thought  you  had  spoken  to 
me."  Another  pause  ensued — I  made  another 
effort ;  and  though  my  voice  faltered  very 
much  at  the  beginning,  made  shift  to  express 
myself  in  this  manner  : — "I  say,  madam,  'tis 
verj'  surprising  that  love  should  act  so  incon- 
Bistently  with  itself,  as  to  deprive  its  votaries 
of  the  use  of  their  faculties  when  they  have 
most  need  of  tlicm.  Since  the  happy  occasion 
of  being  alone  with  you  presented  itself,  I 
have  made  many  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
declare  my  passion  for  the  loveliest  of  her 
sex — a  passion  which  took  possession  of  my 
soul,  while  my  cruel  fate  compelled  me  to 
wear  a  servile  disguise  so  unsuitable  to  my 
birth,  sentiments,  and,  let  me  add,  my  deserts : 
vet  favourable  in  one  respect,  as  it  furnished 
me  with  opportunities  of  seeing  and  adoring 
your  perfections — yes,  madam,  it  was  then 
your  dear  idea  entered  my  bosom,  where  it 
has  lived  unimpaired  in  the  midst  of  number- 
less cares,  and  animated  me  against  a  thou- 
sand dangers  and  calamities."  While  I  spoke 
tnus,  she  concealed  her  face  with  her  fan, 
and  when  I  ceased  speakin?,  recovering  her- 
self from  the  most  beautiful  confusion,  told 
mo,  she  thought  herself  very  much  obliged 
by  my  favourable  opinion  of  her,  and  that 
she  was  very  sorry  to  hear  I  had  been  unfor- 
tunate. I>ncouraged  by  this  gentle  reply,  I 
orocoedcd,  owned  myself  sufficiently  recom- 
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pcnsod  by  her  kind  coin()assion  for  what  J 
had  undergone,  and  declared  that  the  future 
ha;)piness  of  my  life  depended  solely  upon 
her.  "Sir,"  said  she,  "I  sliould  bo  very 
ungrateful,  if,  after  the  signal  protection  you 
once  afforded  me,  I  should  refuse  to  contri- 
bute towards  your  happiness,  in  any  reason- 
able condescension."  Transported  at  this 
acknowledgement,  I  threw  myself  at  her  feet, 
and  begged  she  would  regard  my  passion 
with  a  favourable  eye:  she  was  alarmed  at 
my  behaviour,  entreated  me  to  rise,  lest  her 
brother  should  discover  me  in  tiiat  posture, 
and  to  spare  her,  for  the  present,  upon  a 
subject  for  which  she  was  altogether  unpre- 
pared. In  consequence  of  this  remonstrance, 
I  arose,  assuring  her  I  would  rather  die  than 
disobey  her;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  begged 
her  to  consider  how  precious  the  minutes  of 
this  opportunity  were,  and  what  restraint  I 
put  upon  my  inclination  in  sacrificing  them 
to  her  desire.  She  smiled  with  unspeakable 
sweetness,  and  said  there  would  he  no  v/ant 
of  opportunities,  provided  I  could  maintain 
the  good  opinion  her  brother  had  conceived 
of  mo ;  and  I,  enchanted  by  her  charms, 
seized  her  hand,  which  I  well  nigh  devoured 
with  kisses.  But  she  checked  my  boldness 
with  a  severity  of  countenance,  and  desired 
I  v.'ouId  not  so  far  forget  myself  or  her  as  to 
endanger  the  esteem  she  had  f  jr  me :  she 
reminded  me  of  our  being  almost  strangers 
to  each  other,  and  of  the  necessity  there  was 
for  her  knowing  me  better  before  she  could 
take  any  resolution  in  my  favour;  and,  in 
short,  mingled  so  much  good  sense  and  com 
placency  in  her  reproof,  that  I  became  aa 
much  enamoured  of  her  understanding,  as  I 
had  been  before  of  her  beauty,  and  asked 
pardon  for  my  presumption  with  the  utmost 
reverence  of  conviction.  She  forgave  my 
offence  with  her  usual  afl^ability  ;  and  sealed 
my  pardon  with  a  look  so  full  of  bewitching 
tenderness,  that  for  some  minutes  my  senses 
were  lost  in  ecstasy.  I  afterwards  endea- 
voured to  regulate  my  behaviour  according  to 
her  desire,  and'turn  the  conversation  upon  a 
more  indifferent  subject;  but  her  presence 
was  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  my  design. 
While  I  beheld  so  much  excellence,  I  found 
it  impossible  to  call  my  attention  from  the 
contemplation  of  it.  I  gazed  with  unuttera- 
ble fondness  ;  I  grew  mad  with  admiration. — 
"  My  condition  is  insupportable  !"  cried  I,  "  I 
am  distracted  with  passion  ;  why  are  you  so 
exquisitely  fair  ?  why  are  you  so  enchantingly 
good  ?  wiiy  has  nature  dignified  you  with 
charms  so  much  above  the  standard  of 
women  1  and,  wretch  that  I  am,  how  dares 
my  unworthiness  aspire  to  the  enjoyment  of 
such  perfection  ?" 

She  was  startled  at  my  ravings,  reasoned 
down  my  transport,  and  by  her  irresistible 
eloquence  soothed  my  soul  info  a  state  of 
tranquil  felicity  ;  but,  lest  I  might  suffer  « 
rela;)se,  industriously  promoted    other  sub 
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jects  to  entertain  my  imagination.  She  chid 
ine  for  having  omitted  to  inquire  about  her 
aunt,  who  (she  assured  me),  in  tlic  midst  of 
all  her  absence  of  temper,  and  detaclmient 
from  common  affairs,  often  talked  of  me  with 
uncommon  warmth.  I  professed  my  venera- 
ion  for  the  good  lady,  excused  my  omission, 
y  imputing  it  to  the  violence  of  my  love, 
vvliich  engrossed  my  whole  soul,  and  desired 
to  know  the  situation  of  her  health :  upon 
which  the  amiable  Narcissa  repeated  what  I 
had  heard  before  of  her  marriage,  with  all 
the  tenderness  for  her  reputation  that  the 
Subject  would  admit  of;  told  me  she  lived 
with  her  husband  hard  by,  and  was  so  much 
afflicted  with  the  dropsy  and  wasted  by  a 
consumption,  that  she  had  small  hopes  of 
her  recovery.  Having  expressed  my  sorrow 
for  her  distemper,  I  questioned  her  about  my 
good  friend  Mrs  Sagely,  who  I  learned  (to 
my  great  satisfaction)  was  still  in  good 
health,  and  wiio  had,  by  the  encomiums  she 
bestowed  upon  me  after  I  was  gone,  con- 
firmed the  favourable  impressions  my  beha- 
viour at  parting  had  made  on  Narcissa's  heart. 
The  circumstance  introduced  an  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Timothy  Thicket,  who 
(she  informed  me)  had  found  means  to  in- 
cense her  brother  so  much  against  me,  that 
she  found  it  impossible  to  undeceive  him; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  suffered  very  much  in 
her  ovv'n  character  by  his  scandalous  insinu- 
ations that  the  whole  parish  was  alarmed, 
and  a(,'(ia!ly  in  pursuit  of  me  ;  so  that  she 
nad  been  in  the  utmost  consternation  upon 
my  account,  well  knowing  how  little  my  own 
innocence  and  her  testimony  would  have 
weighed  with  the  ignorance,  prejudice,  and 
brutality,  of  those  who  must  have  judged  me, 
had  I  been  apprehended  ;  that  Sir  Timothy, 
having  been  seized  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy, 
from  which  with  great  difficulty  he  was  re- 
covered, began  to  be  apprehensive  of  death, 
and  to  prepare  himself  accordingly  for  that 
great  event ;  as  a  step  to  which  he  sent  for 
her  brother,  owned  with  great  contrition  the 
brutal  design  he  had  upon  her,  and  of  conse- 
quence acquitted  me  of  the  assault,  robbery, 
and  correspondence  with  her,  which  he  laid 
to  my  charge ;  after  which  confession  he 
lived  about  a  month  in  a  languishing  con- 
dition, and  waa  carried  off  by  a  second  assault. 
Every  word  that  this  dear  creature  spoke 
riveted  the  chains  with  which  she  held  me 
(jiislaved  :  my  mischievous  fancy  began  to 
work,  and  the  tempest  of  my  passion  to  wake 
again,  when  the  return  of  Freeman  destroyed 
the  tempting  opportunity,  and  enabled  me 
to  quell  the  rising  tumult.  A  little  while  af- 
ter the  squire  staggered  into  the  room  rubbing 
tiis  eyes. — and  called  for  his  tea,  which  he 
draiiiv  out  of  a  small  bowl,  qualified  with 
brandy,  while  we  took  it  in  the  usual  way. 
Narcissa  left  us  in  order  to  visit  her  aunt  ; 
Rnd  when  rVecman  and  I  proposed  to  take 
i»ir  leave,  the   fox-hunter  insisted  on   our 


spending  the  evenii  g  at  his  house  with  such 
obstinacy  of  affecticn,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  comply.  For  my  own  part,  I  should  have 
been  glad  of  the  invitation,  by  Vv'hich  (in  al! 
likeliiiood)  I  should  be  blessed  with  more  of 
his  sister's  company,  had  I  not  been  afraid 
of  risking  her  esteem  by  entering  into  a  de- 
bauch  of  drinking  with  him — which,  from  the 
knowledge  of  his  character,  I  foresaw  would 
happen  :  but  there  was  no  remedy.  I  was 
forced  to  rely  upon  the  strength  of  my  con- 
stitution, which  I  hoped  would  resist  intoxi- 
cation longer  than  the  squire's — and  to  trust 
to  the  good  nature  and  discretion  of  my  mis- 
tress for  the  rest. 

Our  entertainer,  resolving  to  begin  by 
times,  ordered  the  table  to  be  furnished  with 
liquor  and  glasses  immediately  after  tea;  but 
we  absolutely  refused  to  set  in  for  drinking 
so  soon,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  pass  away 
an  hour  or  two  at  whist,  in  which  we  engaged 
as  soon  as  Narcissa  returned.  The  savage 
and  I  happened  to  be  partners  at  first ;  and 
as  my  thoughts  were  wholly  employed  in  a 
more  interesting  game,  I  played  so  ill,  that 
he  lost  all  patience,  swore  bitterly,  and 
threatened  to  call  for  wine  if  they  would  not 
grant  him  another  associate.  This  desire 
was  gratified,  and  Narcissa  and  1  were  of  a 
side  ;  he  won  for  the  same  reason  that  made 
him  lose  before  :  I  was  satisfied,  my  lovely 
partner  did  not  repine,  and  the  time  slipped 
away  very  agi'eeably,  until  we  were  told  that 
supper  was  served  in  another  room. 

The  squire  was  enraged  to  find  the  even- 
ing so  unprofitably  spent,  and  wreaked  his 
vengeance  on  the  cards,  which  he  tore,  and 
committed  to  the  flames  with  many  execra- 
tions, threatening  to  make  us  redeem  oi:r 
loss  with  a  large  glass  and  quick  circulation; 
and  indeed  we  had  no  sooner  supped,  and 
my  charmer  withdrawn,  than  he  began  to 
put  his  threats  in  execution.  Three  bottles 
of  port  (for  he  drank  no  other  sort  of  wine) 
were  placed  before  us,  w4th  as  many  water- 
glasses,  which  were  immediately  filled  to  the 
brim,  after  his  example,  by  each  out  of  his 
respective  allowance,  and  emptied  in  a  trice, 
to  the  best  in  Christendom.  Though  1 
swallowed  this  and  the  next  as  fast  as  the 
glass  could  be  replenished,  without  hesitation 
or  show  of  reluctance.  I  perceived  that  my 
brain  would  not  be  able  to  bear  many  bump- 
ers of  this  sort ;  and,  dreading  the  perseve- 
ranee  of  a  champion  who  began  with  suet 
vigour,  I  determined  to  make  up  for  the 
deficiency  of  my  strength  by  a  stratagem, 
which  I  actually  put  in  j^actice  when  the 
second  course  of  bottles  was  called  for.  The 
wine  being  strong  and  heady,  I  was  already 
a  good  deal  discomposed  by  the  dispatch  we 
had  made,  Freeman's  eyes  began  to  reel, 
and  Bruin  himself  was  elevated  into  a  song, 
which  he  uttered  with  great  vociferation. 
When  I  therefore  saw  the  second  round 
brought  in,  I  assumed  a  gay  air,  entertained 
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aiiii  witli  a  I'VlmicIi  culcli  on  the  subject  of 
drinking,  wliicli,  tliougli  he  did  not  nnder- 
stand  it,  deliylited  hun  liighl}- ;  and,  tolling 
hini  liiat  your  clioicc  spirits  at  Paris  never 
troubled  Iheuiselves  witli  glasses,  asked  it' 
he  had  not  a  bowl  or  cup  in  the  house  that 
would  contain  a  wliole  quart  of  wine ! 
"  Odds  niggers  !"  cried  he,  "  1  have  a  silver 
caudle  cup  tiiat  holds  just  tlic  quantity,  for 
ill  the  world — fetch  it  liither,  Nuinps." 
The  vessel  being  produced  I  made  iiiin  de- 
cant liis  bottle  into  it,  which  heliaving  done, 
I  nodded  in  a  very  deliberate  manner,  and 
Raid, — "  Pledge  you."  ]le  stared  at  me  for 
Bonie  time,  and  crying, — ''  Wliat !  all  at  one 
pull,  Mcaster  Randan  !"  I  answered, — "At 
one  pull,  sir, — you  are  no  milk-sop— we 
shall  do  you  justice."  "Shall  you,"  said 
he,  shaking  me  by  the  hand,  "  odd  then  PU 
Bee  it  out,  an  't  were  a  mile  to  the  bottom. 
Here's  to  our  better  acquaintance,  Measter 
Randan."  So  saying,  lie  applied  it  to  his 
lips,  and  emptied  it  in  a  breath.  I  knew 
the  effect  of  it  would  be  almost  instantaneous ; 
therefore,  taking  the  cup,  began  to  discharge 
my  bottle  into  it,  telling  him  he  was  now 
qualified  to  drink  with  tiie  cliam  of  Tartary. 
I  had  no  sooner  pronounced  these  words, 
than  he  took  umbrage  at  them,  and,  after 
several  attempts  to  spit,  made  shift  to  stutter 
out, — "A  f — t  tor  your  chams  of  T — Tartary  ! 
a  am  a  f — f — free-born  Englishman,  worth 
th—  three  thousand  a-year,  and  v — value  no 
nian,  damme  !"  Then  dropping  his  jaw, 
and  fi.xing  his  eyes,  he  hiccuped  aloud,  and 
fell  upon  the  floor,  as  mule  as  a  flounder. 
Mr  Freeman,  heartily  glad  at  his  defeat,  as- 
sisted me  in  carrying  him  to  bed,  where  we 
left  him  to  the  care  of  his  servants,  and  went 
home  to  our  respective  habitations,  congratu- 
lating each  other  on  our  good  fortune. 


CHAPTER  LVH. 

Miss  Williams  informs  me  of  Narcissus 
approbation  of  my  Jiame — 1  appease  the 
squire — write  to  my  mistress,  am  blessed 
with  an  answer — be(r  leave  of  her  brother 
to  dance  iDith  her  at  a  hall;  obtain  his 
consent  and  hers — enjoy  a  private  con- 
versation with  her — am  yrrplexed  with 
reflections — have  the  honour  of  appearing 
her  partner  at  a  ball — we  are  compliment- 
ed by  a  certain  nobleman — he  discovers 
some  symptoms  of  a  passion  for  Narcissa 
— /  am  stung  with  jealousy — Narcissa, 
alarmed,  retires — I  observe  Melinda  in 
the  company — the  squire  is  captivated  by 
her  beauty. 

I  WAS  mot  next  morning,  at  the  usual  place, 
by  Miss  Williams,  who  gave  me  joy  of  the 
progress  I  liad  made  in  the  afl'ection  of  her 
mistress,  and  blessed  me  with  an  account  of 
that  dear  creature's  conversation  with  her, 


after  siie  hud  retired  the  night  iiefore  from 
our  coiii|)any.  I  could  scarce  believe  her 
information,  when  she  recounted  her  express- 
ions in  my  favour,  so  much  more  warm  and 
passionate  were  tiiey  tiian  my  most  sanguine 
hopes  had  presaged ;  and  was  particularly 
pleased  to  liuar  that  she  approved  of  my 
behaviour  to  her  brother  after  she  withdrew. 
Transported  at  the  news  of  my  happiness,  I 
presented  my  ring  to  the  messenger,  aa  a 
testimony  of  iny  gratitude  and  satisfaction  ; 
but  she  was  above  such  mercenary  conside- 
rations, and  refused  my  compliment  with 
some  resentment,  saying  she  was  not  a  little 
mortified  to  see  my  opinion  of  her  so  low 
and  contemptible.  I  did  myself  a  piece  of 
justice  by  explaining  my  behaviour  on  this 
head,  and,  to  convince  lier  of  my  esteem, 
promised  to  be  ruled  by  her  directions  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  wliole  affair,  which  I  had 
so  much  at  heart,  that  the  repose  of  my  life 
depended  upon  the  consequence. 

As  I  fervently  wished  for  another  inter- 
view, where  I  might  pour  out  the  effusions 
of  my  love  without  danger  of  being  inter- 
rupted, and  perhaps  reap  some  endearing 
return  from  the  queen  of  my  desires,  I  im- 
plored her  advice  and  assistance  in  promoting 
this  event ;  but  she  gave  me  to  understand 
that  Narcissa  would  make  no  precipitate 
compliances  of  this  kind,  and  that  I  would 
do  well  to  cultivate  her  brother's  acquaint- 
ance, in  the  course  of  which  I  should  not 
want  opportunities  of  removing  that  reserve 
which  my  mistress  thought  iiersclf  obliged 
to  maintain  during  the  infancy  of  our  corres- 
pondence. In  the  mean  time  she  promised 
to  tell  her  lady,  tliat  I  had  endeavoured,  by 
presents  and  persuasions,  to  prevail  upon 
lier  (Miss  Williams)  to  deliver  a  letter  from 
me,  which  she  had  refused  to  charge  herself 
with  until  she  should  know  Narcissa's  senti- 
ments of  the  matter ;  and  said,  by  these 
means  she  did  not  doubt  of  being  able  to 
open  a  literary  communication  between  us, 
which  could  not  fail  of  introducing  more 
intimate  connexions. 

I  approved  of  her  counsel,  and  our  appoint- 
ment being  renewed  for  next  day,  left  her 
with  an  intent  of  falling  upon  some  method 
of  being  reconciled  to  the  squire,  who,  1 
supposed,  would  be  offended  with  the  trick 
we  had  put  upon  him.  With  tliis  view,  I 
consulted  Freeman,  who,  from  liis  know- 
ledge of  the  fox-hunter's  disposition,  assured 
me  there  was  no  other  method  of  [lacifying 
him,  than  that  of  sacriticing  ourselves  fur 
one  night  to  an  equal  match  with  him  in 
drinking.  This  expedient  I  found  myself 
necessitated  to  comply  witli  for  the  interest 
of  my  passion,  and  therefore  determined  to 
commit  the  debauch  at  my  own  lodgings, 
that  I  might  run  no  risk  of  being  discovered 
by  Narcissa  in  a  state  of  brutal  dcjreneracy. 
Mr  Freeman,  who  was  to  be  of  the  party, 
went   at  rny  desire,  to  the  squire,  in  order  to 
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engage  him,  while  I  took  care  to  furnish 
myself  for  his  reception.  My  invitation  was 
accepted,  my  guests  honoured  me  with  their 
company  in  the  evening,  when  Bruin  gave 
me  to  understand  that  he  had  drank  many 
tuns  of  wine  in  his  life,  but  was  never  served 
such  a  trick  as  I  had  played  upon  him  tiie 
night  before.  I  promised  to  atone  for  my 
trespass,  and  having  ordered  to  every  man 
his  bottle,  began  the  contest  with  a  bumper 
to  the  health  of  Narcissa.  The  toasts  circu- 
lated with  great  devotion,  the  liquor  began 
to  operate,  our  mirth  grew  noisy,  and  as 
Freeman  and  I  had  the  advantage  of  drinking 
small  French  claret,  the  savage  was  effectu- 
ally tamed  before  our  senses  were  in  the 
least  affected,  and  carried  home  in  an  apo- 
j)lexy  of  drunkenness. 

I  was  next  morning,  as  usual,  favoured 
with  a  visit  from  my  kind  and  punctual  con- 
fidante, who  telling  me  she  was  permitted  to 
receive  my  letters  for  her  mistress,  I  took  up 
my  pen  immediately,  and  following  the  first 
dictates  of  my  passion,  wrote  as  follows : — 

"  Dear  Madam, 

»'  Were  it  possible  for  the  powers  of  utter- 
ance to  reveal  the  soft  emotions  of  my  soul, 
the  fond  anxiety,  the  glowing  hopes,  the 
chilling  fears,  that  rule  my  breast  by  turns, 
I  should  need  no  other  witness  than  this 
paper  to  evince  the  purity  and  ardour  of  that 
flame  your  ch.arms  have  kindled  in  my 
heart.  But,  alas !  expression  wrongs  my 
love  !  I  am  inspired  with  conceptions  that 
no  language  can  convey  !  Your  beauty  fills 
rne  with  wonder,  your  understanding  with 
ravishment,  and  3^our  goodness  with  adora- 
tion !  I  am  transported  with  desire,  dis- 
tracted with  doubts,  and  tortured  with  impa- 
tience !  Suffer  me,  then,  lovely  arbitress  of 
my  fate,  to  approach  you  in  person,  to 
breathe  in  soft  murmurs  my  passion  to 
your  ear,  to  offer  the  sacrifice  of  a  heart 
overflov/ing  with  the  most  genuine  and  dis- 
interested love,  to  gaze  with  ecstasy  on  the 
divine  object  of  my  wishes,  toliear  the  music 
of  her  enchanting  tongue,  and  to  rejoice  in 
her  smiles  of  approbation,  which  will  banish 
!he  most  intolerable  suspense  from  the  bosom 
if  your  enraptured 

"  R R ." 

Having  finished  this  effusion,  I  committed 
it  to  the  care  of  my  faithful  friend,  with  an 
injunction  to  second  my  entreaty  with  all 
her  eloquence  and  influence ;  and,  in  the 
moan  time,  \ver)\  to  dress  with  an  intention 
of  visiting  Mrs  Snapper  and  Miss,  whom  I 
had  utterly  neglected,  and  indeed  almost 
forgot,  since  my  dear  Narcissa  had  resumed 
the  empire  of  my  soul.  The  old  gentlewo- 
man received  me  very  kindly,  and  miss 
affected  a  frankness  and  gaiety,  which,  how- 
ever, I  could  easily  perceive  were  forced  and 
ilissembled ;  among  other  things,  she  pre- 
tended to  joke  me  upon  my  passion  for 
iS'arcissa;  which  she  averred  was  no  secret, 


and  asked  if  I  intended  to  dance  with  her  al 
the  next  assembly,  I  was  a  good  deal  con- 
cerned to  find  myself  become  the  town-talk 
on  this  subject,  lest  the  squire,  having  notico 
of  my  inclinations,  should  disapprove  of 
them,  and,  by  breaking  off  all  correspond- 
ence with  me,  deprive  mc  of  the  opportuni- 
ties I  now  enjoyed.  But  I  resolved  to  use 
the  interest  1  had  with  him  while  it  lasted  ; 
and  that  very  night,  meeting  him  occasion, 
ally,  asked  his  permission  to  solicit  her 
company  at  the  ball,  which  he  very  readily 
granted,  to  my  inexpressible  satisfaction. 

Having  been  kept  awake  the  greatest  part 
of  the  night  by  a  thousand  delightful  reveries 
that  took  possession  of  my  fancy,  I  got  up 
by  times,  and,  flying  to  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous, had  in  a  little  time  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  Miss  Williams  approach  v/ith  a  smile 
on  her  countenan'ce,  which  I  interpreted  into 
a  good  omen.  Neither  was  I  mistaken  in 
my  presage  ;  she  presented  me  with  a  letter 
from  the  idol  of  my  soul,  which,  after  having 
kissed  it  devoutly,  I  opened  with  the  utmost 
eagerness,  and  was  blessed  with  her  appro 
bation  in  these  terms  : — 

"  Sir, 

"  To  say  I  look  upon  you  with  indifference, 
would  be  a  piece  of  dissimulation,  which  I 
think  no  decorum  requires,  and  no  custom 
can  justify.  As  my  heart  never  felt  an  im- 
pression that  my  tongue  was  ashamed  to 
declare,  I  will  not  scruple  to  own  myself 
pleased  with  your  passion,  confident  of  your 
integrity,  and  so  well  convinced  of  my  own 
discretion,  that  I  should  not  hesitate  in 
granting  you  the  interview  you  desire,  were 
1  not  overawed  by  the  prying  curiosity  of  a 
malicious  world,  the  censure  of  which  might 
be  fatally  prejudicial  to  the  reputation  of  your 
"Narcissa." 

No  anchorite  in  the  ecstasy  of  devotion 
ever  adored  a  relique  with  more  fervour  than 
that  with  which  I  kissed  this  inimitable 
proof  of  my  charmer's  candour,  generosity, 
and  affection.  I  read  it  over  a  hundred 
times  ;  was  ravished  with  her  confession  in 
the  beginning  ;  but  the  subscription  of  your 
Narcissa  yielded  me  such  delight  as  I  had 
never  felt  before.  My  happiness  was  still 
increased  by  Miss  Williams,  who  blessed  mo 
with  a  repetition  of  her  lady's  tender  ex- 
pressions in  my  favour,  when  she  received 
and  read  my  letter.  In  short,  1  had  all  the 
reason  in  the  world  to  believe  that  this  gen- 
tle creature's  bosom  was  possessed  by  s. 
passion  for  me,  as  warm,  though  perhaps  not 
so  impetuous,  as  mine  for  her. 

I  informed  my  friend  of  the  squire's  con- 
sent  to  my  dancing  with  Narcissa  at  the  ball, 
and  desired  her  to  tell  her  mistress,  that  ] 
would  do  myself  the  honour  of  visiting  hei 
in  the  afternoon,  in  consequence  of  his  per- 
mission, wlicn  I  hoped  to  find  her  as  indul- 
gent as  her  brother  had  been  complaisant  iv 
that  particular.     Miss  Williams  expressed  a 
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^od  (leal  of  joy  at  lie:uiii;T  I  was  so  much 
in  favour  witli  tlio  fox-luiiitor,  and  ventured 
to  assuro  me,  that  my  visit  would  be  very 
agreeable  to  my  mistress,  t!ie  rather  because 
Bruin  was  engaged  to  dinu  abroad.  This 
was  a  circumstauco  which  1  scarce  need  say 

f)leased  me.  I  went  inmiediately  to  the 
ong-room,  wliere  I  found  him,  and,  affecting 
to  know  notliing  of  his  engagement,  told 
him,  I  would  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  wait 
upon  him  in  the  afternoon,  and  present  his 
Bister  with  a  ticket  for  the  ball.  He  shook 
me  by  the  hand,  according  to  custom,  and, 
giving  me  to  understand  tliat  he  was  to  dine 
abroad,  desired  me  to  go  and  drink  tea  with 
Narcissa  notwithstanding,  and  promised  to 
prepare  her  for  my  visit  in  the  mean  time. 

Every  thing  succeeding  tlius  to  my  wish, 
I  waited  with  incredible  impatience  for  the 
time,  which  no  sooner  arrived  than  I  has- 
tened to  the  scene,  which  my  fancy  had 
pre-occupiod  long  before.  I  was  introduced 
accordingly  to  tlie  dear  enchantress,  whom 
I  found  accompanied  by  Miss  Williams,  who, 
on  pretence  of  ordering  tea,  retired  at  my 
approacli.  This  favourable  accident,  which 
alarmed  my  whole  soul,  disordered  her  also. 
[  found  myself  actuated  by  an  irresistible 
impulse ;  I  advanced  to  her  with  eagerness 
and  awe,  and,  profiting  by  the  confusion  that 
prevailed  over  her,  clasped  the  fair  angel  in 
my  arms  and  imprinted  a  glowing  kiss  upon 
her  lips,  more  soft  and  fragrant  than  the 
dewy  rose-bud  just  bursting  from  the  stem. 
Her  face  was  in  an  instant  covered  with 
blushes — her  eyes  sparkled  with  resentment 
— I  threw  myself  at  her  feet,  and  implored 
her  pardon.  Her  love  became  an  advocate 
in  my  cause  ;  her  look  softened  into  forgive- 
ness ;  she  raised  me  up,  and  chid  me  with  so 
much  sweetness  of  displeasure,  that  I  should 
have  been  tempted  to  repeat  the  offence,  had 
not  the  coming  in  of  a  servant  with  the  tea- 
board  prevented  my  presumption.  While 
we  wore  subject  to  be  interrupted  or  over- 
iieard,  we  conversed  about  the  approaching 
ball,  at  which  she  promised  to  grace  me  as  a 
partner;  but  when  the  equipage  was  removed, 
and  we  were  left  alone,  I  resumed  tlie  more 
mteresting  theme,  and  expressed  myself  with 
such  transport  and  agitation,  that  my  mis- 
tress,  fearing  I  would  commit  some  e.xtrava- 
gance,  rung  the  bell  for  her  maid,  whom  she 
detained  in  the  room  as  a  check  upon  my 
vivacity.  I  was  not  sorry  for  this  precaution, 
because  I  could  unbosom  myself  without  re- 
serve before  Miss  Williams,  who  was  the 
confidante  of  us  both.  I  therefore  gave  a 
loose  to  the  inspirations  of  my  passion,  which 
operated  so  successfully  upon  the  tender 
affections  of  Narcissa,  that  she  laid  aside  the 
constraint  she  had  hitherto  worn,  and  blessed 
me  with  the  most  melting  declaration  of  her 
mutual  flame.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to 
forbear  taking  the  advantage  of  this  endear- 
.ng  condescension.  She  now  gontlv  vieldcd 
60* 


to  my  embraces,  while  I,  encircling  all  tliat 
I  held  dear  w'ithin  my  arms,  tasted  in  advance 
the  joys  of  that  paradise  I  hoped  iii  a  little 
time  wholly  to  possess.  We  spent  the  aJler- 
noon  in  all  the  ecstasy  of  hope,  that  the  most 
fervent  love,  exchanged  by  mutual  vows, 
could  inspire;  and  Miss  Williams  was  so 
much  affected  with  our  chaste  caresses,  which 
recalled  the  sad  remembrance  of  what  she 
was,  that  her  eyes  were  filled  with  tears. 

The  evening  being  pretty  far  advanced,  I 
forced  myself  from  the  dear  object  of  my 
llame,  who  indulged  me  in  a  tender  embrace 
at  parting ;  and,  repairing  to  my  lodgings, 
conmiunicatcd  to  my  friend  Straj)  every  cir- 
cumstance of  my  happiness,  which  filled  him 
with  so  much  pleasure,  that  it  ran  over  at  his 
eyes  ;  and  he  prayed  heartily,  that  no  envious 
devil  might,  as  formerly,  dash  the  cup  of 
blessing  from  my  lip.  When  I  reflected  on 
what  jiad  happened,  and  especially  on  the 
unreserved  protestations  of  Narcissa's  love, 
I  could  not  help  being  amazed  at  her  omit- 
ting to  inquire  into  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  life  and  fortune  of  one  whom 
she  had  favoured  with  her  afiection  ;  and  1 
began  to  bo  a  little  an.xious  about  the  situ- 
ation  of  her  finances,  well  knowing  that  J 
should  do  an  irreparable  injury  to  the  person 
my  soul  held  most  dear,  if  I  should  espouse 
her,  without  being  able  to  support  her  in  the 
rank  which  was  certainly  her  due.  I  had 
heard,  indeed,  while  I  served  her  aunt,  that 
her  father  had  lefl  her  a  considerable  sum, 
and  that  every  body  believed  she  would  in- 
herit the  greatest  part  of  her  kinswoman's 
dowry  ;  but  I  did  not  know  how  far  she  might 
be  restricted  by  the  old  gentleman's  will  in 
the  enjoyment  of  what  he  left  her ;  and  I  was 
too  well  informed  of  the  virtuoso's  late  con- 
duct, to  think  my  mistress  could  have  any 
expectations  from  that  quarter.  I  confided, 
however,  in  the  good  sense  and  policy  of  my 
charmer,  who,  I  was  sure,  would  not  consent 
to  unite  her  fate  with  mine,  before  she  had 
fully  considered  and  provided  for  the  con- 
sequence. 

The  ball-night  being  arrived,  I  dressed 
myself  in  a  suit  I  had  reserved  fi)r  some 
grand  occasion  ;  and,  having  drank  tea  with 
Narcissa  and  her  brother,  conducted  my 
angel  to  the  scene,  where  she  in  a  moment 
eclipsed  all  her  female  competitors  for  beauty., 
and  attracted  the  admiration  of  the  whole 
assembly.  My  heart  dilated  with  pride  on 
this  occasion,  and  my  triumph  rejected  all 
bounds,  when,  after  we  had  danced  together, 
a  certain  nobleman,  remarkable  for  his  figure 
and  influence  in  the  bean  monde,  came  up, 
and,  in  the  hearing  of  all  present,  honoured 
us  with  a  very  particular  compliment  upon 
our  accomp.ishment'  and  apj)earance ;  but 
this  transport  was  soon  checked,  when  1 
perceived  liis  lordship  attach  himself  witn 
great  assiduity  to  my  mistress,  and  say  some 
warm  things,  which  I  thought  savoured  tou 
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nnucli  of  passion.  It  was  then  I  began  to 
fee]  the  panps  of  jealousy — t  dreaded  the 
Dower  and  address  of  my  rival — I  sickened 
at  his  discourse.  When  she  opened  her  lips 
to  answer,  my  heart  died  within  me;  when 
she  smiled,  I  felt  the  pains  of  the  damned. 
I  was  enraged  at  his  presumption ;  I  cur-sed 
her  complaisance  ;  at  length  he  quitted  her, 
and  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  room, 
.^arcissa  suspecting  nothing  of  the  iiage  that 
mflamed  me,  put  some  questions  to  me  as 
Boon  as  he  was  gone,  to  which  I  made  no 
reply,  but  assumed  a  grim  look,  which  too 
well  denoted  the  agitation  of  my  breast,  and 
Burprised  her  not  a  little.  She  no  sooner 
observed  my  emotion,  than  she  changed  co- 
lour, and  asked  what  ailed  me  ;  but  before  I 
could  make  answer,  her  brother,  pulling  me 
by  the  sleeve,  bade  me  take  notice  of  a  lady 
who  sat  fronting  us,  whom  I  immediately,  to 
my  vast  astonishment,  distinguished  to  be 
Melinda,  accompanied  by  her  motlier,  and 
an  elderly  gentleman  whom  I  did  not  know. 
'•  Wounds  !  Mr  Randan,"  cried  the  squire, 
"  is  she  not  a  delicate  piece  of  stuff  ?  'Sdeath ! 
[  have  a  good  mind — if  I  thought  she  was  a 
gingle  person."  Notwithstanding  the  per- 
plexity I  was  in,  I  had  reflection  enough  to 
foresee  that  my  passion  might  suffer  greatly 
by  the  presence  of  this  lady,  who  in  all  pro- 
bability would  revenge  herself  upon  me  for 
having  formerly  disgraced  her,  by  spreading 
reports  to  my  prejudice.  I  was  therefore 
alarmed  at  these  symptoms  of  the  squire's 
admiration,  and  for  some  time  did  not  know 
what  reply  to  make,  when  he  asked  my 
opinion  of  her  beauty  :  at  lengtli  I  came  to  a 
determination,  and  told  him  that  her  name 
was  Melinda,  and  that  she  had  a  fortune 
of  ten  thousand  pounds :  and  was  said  to 
be  under  promise  of  marriage  to  a  certain 
lord,  wiio  deferred  his  nuptials  a  iew  months, 
until  he  should  be  of  age.  I  thought  this 
piece  of  intelligence,  which  I  had  myself  in- 
vented, would  have  hindered  him  efl'ectually 
from  entertaining  any  farther  thoughts  of 
iier;  but  I  was  cgregiously  mistaken.  The 
fo.x-hunter  had  too  much  self-sufficiency  to 
despair  of  sr.ccess  against  any  competitor  on 
earth  :  he  therefore  made  light  of  her  engage- 
ment, saying,  with  a  smile  of  self-approba- 
tion,— "Mayhap  siie  will  change  her  mind — 
what  signifies  his  being  a  lord  ]  I  think  my- 
Belf  as  good  a  man  as  e'er  a  lord  in  Christen- 
dom ; — and  I'll  see  if  a  commoner  worth 
three  thousand  a-year  won't  serve  her  turn." 
This  determination  startled  me  not  a  little  ; 
I  knew  ho  would  soon  discover  the  contrary 
of  what  1  advanced  ;  and  as  I  believed  he 
would  find  her  ear  open  to  his  addresses,  did 
not  doubt  of  meeting  with  every  obstacle  in 
my  amour  that  her  malice  could  invent,  and 
her  influence  execute.  This  reflection  in- 
creased my  chagrin.  My  vexation  was  evi- 
dent. Narcissa  insisted  on  going  home  im- 
mediately ;  and,  as  I  led  her  to  the  door,  her 


noble  admirer,  with  a  look  full  of  langi.iish. 
ment,  directed  to  her  a  profound  bow,  which 
stung  me  to  the  soul.  Before  she  went  into 
the  chair,  she  asked,  with  an  appearance  of 
concern,  what  was  the  matter  with  roe ; 
and  I  could  pronounce  no  more  than — "By 
heaven!  I'm  distracted." 


CHAPTER  LVIII. 

Tortured  with  jealousy,  I  go  home  arm 
abuse  Strap — receive  a  message  from 
Narcissa,  in  consequence  of  which  I  has- 
ten to  her  apartment,  where  her  endear- 
ing assurances  banish  all  my  doubts  and 
apprehensions — in  my  retreat  discover 
somebody  in  the  dark,  whom,  suspecting 
to  be  a  spy,  I  resolve  to  kill ;  but,  to  my 
great  surprise,  am  convinced  of  his  being 
no  other  than  Strap — Melinda  slanders 
me — /  become  acquainted  with  Lord  Qui- 
verwit,  who  endeavours  to  sound  me  with 
regard  to  Narcissa — the  squire  is  intro- 
duced to  his  lordship,  and  grows  cold  to- 
wards me — I  learn  from  my  confidante, 
that  this  nobleman  professes  honourable 
love  to  my  mistress,  who  continues  faith- 
ful to  me,  notwithstanding  the  scandalous 
reports  she  has  heard  to  my  prejudice — 
/  am  mortified  with  an  assurance  that 
her  whole  fortune  depends  upon  the  plea- 
sure of  her  brother — Mr  Freeman  con- 
doles me  on  the  decline  of  my  character, 
which  I  vindicate  so  much  to  his  satis- 
faction, that  he  undertakes  to  combat 
fame  in  my  behalf. 

Having  uttered  this  exclamation,  at  wnich 
she  sighed,  I  went  home  in  the  condition 
of  a  frantic  bedlamite ;  and  finding  the  fire 
in  my  apartment  almost  extinguished,  vented 
my  fury  upon  poor  Strap,  whose  ear  I  pinched 
with  such  violence,  that  he  roared  hideously 
with  pain,  and,  when  I  quitted  my  hold, 
looked  so  foolishly  aghast,  that  no  uncon- 
cerned spectator  could  have  seen  him,  with- 
out being  seized  with  an  immoderate  fit  of 
laughter.  It  is  true,  I  was  soon  sensible  of 
the  injury  I  had  done,  and  asked  pardon  tor 
the  outrage  I  had  committed  ;  upon  which 
my  faithful  valet,  shaking  his  head,  said, — 
"  I  forgive  you,  and  may  God  forgive  you." 
But  he  could  not  help  shedding  some  tears 
at  my  unkindness.  I  felt  unspeakable  re- 
morse for  what  I  had  done,  cursed  my  own 
ingratitude,  and  considered  his  tears  as  a 
reproach  that  my  soul,  in  her  present  disturb- 
ance,  could  not  bear.  It  set  all  my  passions 
into  a  ferment ;  I  swore  horrible  oaths  willi- 
out  meaning  or  a])plication,  I  foamed  at  the 
mouth,  kicked  the  chairs  about  the  room, 
and  played  abundance  of  mad  pranks,  that 
frightened  my  friend  almost  out  of  his  senses 
At  length  my  transport  subsided,  I  became 
melancholy,  and  wc])t  insensih'v. 
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During  my  state  of  dojoction,  I  was  sur- 
prised witli  the  appoaraiK-e  of  Jlisa  Wil- 
liams, wlioin  Strap,  blubbering  all  the  while, 
liad  conducted  into  the  chamber,  without 
giving  nio  previous  notice  of  her  approach. 
She  was  extremely  attected  with  my  condi- 
tion, which  she  had  learned  from  hnn,  beg- 
ged me  to  moderate  my  passion,  suspend 
my  conjectures,  and  follow  her  to  Narcissa, 
who  desired  to  see  me  forthwith.  That 
dear  name  operated  upon  me  like  a  charm. 
I  started  up,  and  without  opening  my  lips, 
was  conducted  into  her  apartment  through 
the  garden,  which  we  entered  by  a  private 
door.  1  found  the  adorable  creature  in  tears. 
I  was  melted  at  the  sight — we  continued 
silent  for  some  time — my  heart  was  too  full 
to  speak — her  snowy  bosom  heaved  with  fond 
resentment ; — at  last  she  sobbing  cried, — 
"  What  have  I  done  to  disoblige  you  !"  My 
heart  was  i)ierced  with  the  tender  question  ! 
I  drew  near  with  the  utmost  reverence  of 
affection  ! — I  fell  upon  my  knees  before  her, 
and,  kissing  her  hand,  exclaimed, — "  O ! 
thou  art  all  goodness  and  perfection  I  I  am 
undone  by  my  want  of  merit ! — 1  am  unwor- 
thy to  pos.-sess  thy  charms,  which  heaven 
hath  destined  for  tlie  arms  of  some  more 
\'avoured  being."  She  guessed  the  cause  of 
my  disquiet,  upbraided  me  gently  for  my 
suspicion,  and  gave  me  such  Hattering  as- 
r:urances  of  her  eternal  fidelity,  that  all  my 
doubts  and  fears  forsook  me,  and  peace  and 
natisfaction  reigned  within  my  breast. 

At  midnight  I  left  the  fair  nymph  to  her 
Appose,  and  being  let  out  by  Miss  Williams, 
it  the  garden  gate  by  wliich  I  entered,  began 
\o  e.xplore  my  way  homeward  in  the  dark, 
when  I  heard  at  my  back  a  noise  like  that 
of  a  baboon  when  he  mews  and  chatters.  I 
turned  instantly,  and  perceiving  something 
black,  concluded  I  was  discovered  by  some 
spy  employed  to  watch  for  that  purpose : 
aroused  at  this  conjecture,  by  which  the  re- 
putation of  the  virtuous  Narcissa  appeared 
in  jeopardy,  1  drew  my  sword,  and  would 
have  sacrificed  him  to  her  fame,  had  not  the 
voice  of  Strap  restrained  my  arm  :  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  he  could  pronounce, — 
"  D — d — do  !  mum — um — um — murder  me,  if 
you  please."  Such  an  effect  had  the  cold 
upon  his  jaws,  that  his  teeth  rattled  like  a 
pair  of  castanets.  Pleased  to  be  thus  un- 
deceived, I  laughed  at  his  consternation,  and 
asked  what  brought  him  thither?  upon  which 
he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  his  concern 
for  me  had  mduced  him  to  follow  mo  to  that 
place,  where  the  same  reason  had  detained 
liim  till  now  ;  and  he  frankly  owned,  that,  in 
spite  of  the  esteem  he  had  for  Miss  Wil- 
liams, he  began  to  be  very  uneasy  about  me, 
considering  the  disposition  in  wliich  I  went 
abroad,  and  if  I  had  staid  much  longer,  would 
have  certainly  alarmed  the  neighbourhood  in 
my  behalf  The  knowledge  of  this  iiis  inten- 
tion confounded  me.     I  represented  to  him 


the  mischievous  consequences  that  wouk 
have  attended  such  a  rash  action,  and  can 
tioning  hini  severely  against  any  such  desigr 
for  the  future,  concluded  my  admonition  with 
an  assurance,  that  in  case  he  sliould  ever  act 
so  madly,  I  would,  without  hesitation,  put 
him  to  death.  "  Have  a  little  patience,' 
cried  he  in  a  lamentable  tone,  "  your  dis- 
jileasnre  will  do  the  business,  without  your 
committing  murder."  I  was  touched  with 
this  reproacii  ;  and,  as  soon  as  we  got  home, 
made  it  my  business  to  appease  him,  by  ex- 
plaining the  cause  of  that  transport  during 
which  1  had  used  him  so  unworthily. 

Next  day,  when  I  went  into  the  long-room, 
I  observed  several  whispers  circulate  all  of  a 
sudden,  and  did  not  doubt  that  Melinda  had 
been  busy  with  my  character:  but  I  consoled 
myself  with  the  love  of  Narcissa,  upon  which 
I  rested  with  the  most  perfect  confidence, 
and  going  up  to  the  rowly-powly  table,  won 
a  few  pieces  from  my  suspected  rival,  who 
with  an  easy  politeness,  entered  into  con- 
versation with  me,  and  desiring  my  company 
at  the  coffeehouse,  treated  me  with  tea  and 
chocolate.  I  remembered  Strutwell,  and 
guarded  against  his  insinuating  behaviour ; 
nor  was  my  suspicion  wrong  j)laced  ;  he  art- 
fully turned  tlie  discourse  upon  Narcissa,  and 
endeavoured,  by  hinting  at  an  intrigue  he 
pretended  to  be  engaged  in  elsewhere,  tc 
learn  what  connection  there  was  between 
her  and  me.  But  all  his  finesse  was  inef- 
fectual ;  I  was  convinced  of  his  dissimula- 
tion, and  gave  such  general  answers  to  his 
inquiries,  that  he  was  forced  to  drop  the  sub- 
ject and  talk  of  something  else. 

While  we  conversed  in  this  manner,  tin; 
savage  came  in  with  another  gentleman, 
who  introduced  him  to  his  lordship  ;  and  he 
was  received  with  such  peculiar  marks  o. 
distinction,  that  I  was  persuaded  the  courtiei 
intended  to  use  him  in  some  shape  or  other, 
and  from  thence  I  drew  an  unlucky  omen. 
But  I  had  more  cause  to  be  dismayed  the 
following  day,  when  I  saw  the  squire  in 
company  with  Melinda  and  her  mother,  who 
honoured  me  with  several  disdainful  glances: 
and  when  I  afterwards  threw  myself  in  his 
way,  instead  of  the  cordial  shake  of  the 
hand,  he  returned  my  salute  with  a  cold  re- 
petition of — "  Servant,  servant  ;"  which  he 
pronounced  with  such  indifference,  or  rather 
contempt,  that,  if  he  had  not  been  Narcissa's 
brother,  I  should  have  affronted  him  in  public. 

These  occurrences  disturbed  me  not  a 
little.  I  foresaw  the  brooding  storm,  and 
armed  myself  with  resolution  for  the  oc- 
casion ;  but  Narcissa  being  at  stake,  I  was 
far  from  being  resigned.  I  could  have  re- 
nounced every  other  comfort  of  life  with 
some  degree  of  fortitude  ;  but  the  prospect  oi 
losing  her  disabled  all  my  pnilosophy,  and 
tortured  my  soul  into  madness. 

Miss  Williams  found  mo  next  mornlnji 
full  of  anxious  tumult,  which  did  not  abatr 
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when  she  told  me,  that  my  Lord  Quivenvit, 
having  professed  honourable  intentions,  had 
^een  introduced  to  my  lovely  mistress  by  her 
arother,  who  had,  at  the  same  time,  from  the 
information  of  JMelinda,  spoken  of  me  as  an 
Irish  fortune-hunter,  without  either  birth  or 
estate  ;  who  supported  myself  in  the  appear- 
ance of  a  gentleman  by  sharping  and  other 
infamous  practices  ;  and  who  was  of  such  an 
obscure  origin,  that  I  did  not  even  know  my 
own  extraction.  Though  I  expected  all  this 
malice,  I  could  not  hear  it  with  temper,  es- 
pecially as  truth  was  so  blended  w'ith  false-  I 
hood  in  the  assertion,  that  it  would  be  al-  ' 
most  impossible  to  separate  the  one  from  the  1 
other  in  my  vindication.  But  I  said  nothing  1 
on  this  head,  being  impatient  to  know  how  \ 
Narcissa  had  been  affected  with  the  disco- 
very. That  generous  creature,  far  from  be- 
lieving these  imputations,  was  no  sooner 
withdrawn  with  her  confidante,  than  she  in- 
veighed with  great  warmth  against  the  ma- 
levolence of  the  world,  to  which  only  she 
ascribed  the  whole  of  what  had  been  said  to 
my  disadvantage  ;  and  calling  every  circum- 
stance  of  my  behaviour  to  her  into  review 
before  her,  found  every  thing  so  polite,  hon- 
ourable, and  disinterested,  that  she  could 
not  harbour  the  least  doubt  of  my  being  the 
gentleman  I  assumed.  "  I  have  indeed," 
said  she,  "  purposely  forbore  to  ask  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  life,  lest  the  recapitulation  of 
some  misfortunes  which  he  has  undergone 
should  give  him  pain  :  and  as  to  the  article 
of  his  fortune,  I  own  myself  equally  afraid  of 
inquiring  into  it,  and  of  discovering  the  situ- 
ation of  my  own,  lest  we  should  find  ourselves 
both  unhappy  in  the  explanation  ;  for  alas  ! 
my  provision  is  conditional,  and  depends 
entirely  on  my  marrying  with  my  brother's 
consent. 

I  was  thunderstnick  with  this  intelligence; 
the  light  forsook  my  eyes,  the  colour  van- 
ished from  my  cheeks,  and  I  remained  in  a 
state  of  universal  trepidation.  My  female 
friend,  perceiving  my  disorder,  encouraged 
me  with  assurances  of  Narcissa's  constancy, 
and  the  hope  of  some  accident  favourable  to 
our  love  ;  and,  as  a  farther  consolation,  gave 
me  to  understand,  that  slic  had  acquainted 
iny  mistress  with  the  outlines  of  my  life  ; 
and,  that,  although  she  was  no  stranger  to 
the  present  low  state  of  my  finances,  her 
love  and  esteem  were  rather  increased  than 
diminished  by  the  knowledge  of  my  circum- 
Ktances.  I  was  greatly  comforted  by  this 
assurance,  which  saved  me  a  world  of  con- 
fusion and  anxiety  :  for  1  must  have  imparted 
my  situation  one  day  to  Narcissa  ;  and  this 
task  I  could  not  have  performed  without 
shame  and  disorder. 

As  I  did  not  doubt  that,  by  this  time,  the 
scandalous  aspersions  of  Melinda  were  dif- 
fused all  over  the  town,  I  resolved  to  collect 
my  whole  strength  of  assurance,  to  browbeat 
he  efforts  of  her  malice,  and  to  publish  her 


adventure  with  the  frenchified  barber,  by 
way  of  reprisal.  In  the  mean  tmie,  having 
promised  to  be  at  the  garden  gate  about 
midnight.  Miss  Williams  took  her  leave,  bid- 
ding me  repose  myself  entirely  on  the  affec- 
tion of  my  dear  Narcissa,  which  was  as  per- 
fect as  inviolable.  Before  I  went  abroad,  3 
was  visited  by  Freeman,  who  came  on  pur- 
pose  to  inform  me  of  the  infamous  stories 
that  were  raised  at  my  expense.  I  iieard 
tiiem  with  great  temper,  and  in  my  turn  dis- 
closed every  thing  that  had  happened  be- 
tween Melinda  and  me ;  and,  among  other 
circumstances,  entertained  him  with  the  story 
of  the  barber,  letting  him  know  what  share 
his  friend  Banter  had  in  that  affair.  He  was 
convinced  of  the  injury  my  reputation  had 
suffered  ;  and  no  longer  doubting  the  fountain 
from  whence  this  deluge  of  slander  had 
flowed  upon  rne,  undertook  to  undeceive  the 
town  in  my  behalf,  and  roll  the  stream  back 
upon  its  source  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  cau- 
tioned me  from  appearing  in  public  while 
the  prepossession  was  so  strong  against  me, 
lest  1  should  meet  with  some  atiront  that 
might  have  bad  consequences. 


CHAPTER  LTX. 

/  receive  an  extraordinary  message  at  the 
door  of  the  long-room,  which  I  however 
enter,  and  affront  the  squire,  who  threat- 
ens to  take  the  law  of  me — rebuke  Me- 
linda for  her  malice — she  weeps  with 
vexation — Lord  Quiverwit  is  severe  upon 
me — /  retort  his  sarcasm — am  receivea 
with  the  utmost  tenderness  by  Narcissa, 
loho  desires  to  hear  the  story  of  my  life^ 
we  vow  eternal  constancy  to  one  another^ 
I  retire — am  waked  by  a  messenger,  whc 
brings  me  a  challenge  from  Quive  wit, 
whom  I  meet,  engage,  and  vanquish. 

I  THANKED  him  for  his  advice,  which,  iiow- 
cver,  my  pride  and  resentment,  would  not 
permit  me  to  follow ;  for  he  no  sooner  left 
me,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  my  character 
among  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  than  I 
sallied  out,  and  went  directly  to  the  long- 
room.  I  was  met  at  the  door  by  a  servant, 
who  presented  to  me  a  billet  without  a  sub- 
scription, importing  that  my  presence  was 
disagreeable  to  the  company,  and  desiring  1 
would  take  the  hint  without  further  disturb, 
ance,  and  bestow  myself  elsewhere  for  th". 
future.  This  peremptory  message  filled  me 
with  indignation.  I  followed  the  fellow  who 
delivered  it,  and  seizing  him  by  the  collar,  in 
presence  of  all  the  company,  threatened  to  put 
him  instantly  to  death,  if  he  did  not  discover 
the  scoundrel  who  had  charged  him  with 
such  an  impudent  commission,  that  I  might 
punish  him  as  he  deserved.  The  messenger, 
aff'riglited  at  my  menaces  and  furious  look^ 
full  upun  his  knees,  and  told  me,  that  thfi 
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/fiitlenian  wlio  ordered  liim  to  deliver  tlie 
letter  was  no  other  tJiau  Narcissa's  brother, 
who,  at  that  time,  stood  at  the  other  end  of 
the  room,  talkinir  to  Melinda.     1  went  up  to 
him  immediately,  and,  in  the  hearinir  of  his 
inamorata,  accosted   him   in  these   words — 
"Look'ee,  squire,  was  it  not  for  one  consi- 
deration tliat  protects  you  from  my  resent- 
ment, I  wo(dd  cane  you  where  you  stand, 
for  having'  had  the  presumption  to  send  me 
this  scurrilous  intimation  ;"  which  J  tore  to 
pieces,  and  threw  in  his  face  ;   at  tlie  same 
time  darting  an  angry  reorard  at  his  mistress, 
I  told  her,  I  was  sorry  she  had  put  it  out  of 
my  power  to  compliment  her  upon  her  in- 
vention, but   at   the   expense   of  her   good 
nature  and  veracity.     Iler  admirer,  whose 
courage  never  rose  but  in  proportion  to  the 
wine  he  had  swallowed,  instead  of  resenting 
my  address  in  what  is  called  an  honourable 
way,  threatened  to  prosecute  me  for  an  as- 
sault,  and  took  witnesses  accordingly  ;  while 
she,  piqued  at  his  pusillanimous  behaviour, 
and  enraged  at  the  sarcasm  T   had  uttered 
against  her,  endeavoured  to  make  her  quar- 
rel a  public  cause,  and  wept  aloud  with  spite 
and  vexation.     The  tears  of  a  lady  could  not 
fail  of  attracting  the  notice  and  concern  of 
the  spectators,  to  whom  she  complained  of 
my  rudeness  with  great  bitterness,  saying, 
if  she  was  a  man,  I  durst  not  use  her  so. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  gentlemen,  already 
prejudiced  against  me,  were  offended  at   the 
liberty  I  had  taken,  as  appeared  from  their 
looks  ;   though  none  of  them  signified  their 
disgust  any  other  way,  except  my  Lord  Qui- 
verwit,  who  ventured  to  say,  with  a  sneer, 
that  I  was  in  the  right  to  establish  my  own 
character,  of  which  he  had  now  no  lontrer 
any  doubt.    Nettled  at  this  severe  equivoque, 
which  raised  a  laugh  at  my  expense,  I  replied 
with  some  warmth, — "  I  am  proud  of  havincr 
in  that  particular  got  the  start  of  your  lord- 
ship."    He  made  no  answer  to  my  repartee, 
but,  with  a  contemptuous  smile,  walked  oft', 
leaving  me  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation. 
In   vain   did   I   make   up  to  several   people 
of  my  acquaintance,  whose  conversation,  I 
hoped,  would  banish  my  confusion  ;   every 
body  shunned  me  like  a  person  infected,  and 
.   should  not  have  been  able  to  bear  my  dis- 
grace, had  not  the  idea  of  the  ever-faithful 
and  fond    Narcissa  come   to   my  relief.     I 
quitted  the  scene  of  my  mortification,  and 
sauntering  about  the  town,  happened  to  wake 
from  my  contemplation,  when  I  found  myself 
just  opposite  to  a  toy-shop,  which  I  entered, 
and  purchased  a  ring  set  with  a  ruby  in  the 
form   of  a   heart,    surrounded    by    diamond 
sparks,  for  which  I  paid  ten  guineas,  intend- 
mg  it  for  a  present  to  the  charmer  of  mv  soul. 
1  was  introduced,  at  the  hour  appointed, 
to  this  divine  creature,  who,  notwithstanding 
what  she   had   heard   to   my   disadvantage. 


general  sketches  of  my  life  by  Miss  Williams, 
expressed  a  d(,'sire  of  knowing  the  particu 
lar    circumstances,    which    I    related     witii 
great    candour,    omitting,    liowever,    some 
things,  that  I  concluded  altogether  improper 
for  her  car,  and  which  the  reader's  reflection 
will  easily  suggest.     As  my  story  was  little 
else  than  a  recital  of  misfortunes,  the  tear  of 
sympathy   ceased   not   to  trickle   down  her 
enchanting  eyes  during  the  whole  of  the  nar- 
ration, which,  when  I  had  finished,  she  re- 
conipensed  me  for  my  trouble  with  the  most 
endearing  protestations  of  eternal  love.    She 
bewailed  her  restricted  condition,  as  it  was 
the  means  of  retarding  my  liaj)piness ;  told 
me,  that  Lord  Quivcrwit,  by  her  brother's 
permission,  had  been  to  drink  tea  with  her 
that  very  afternoon,  and  actually  proposed 
marriage  ;  and  seeing  me  extremely  affected 
with  this   piece   of  information,   offered   to 
give  me  a  convincing  proof  of  her  affection, 
by  espousing  me  in  private,  and  leaving  the 
rest  to  ftite.     I  was  penetrated  with  this  in- 
stance of  her  regard,  but  that  I  might  not  be 
outdone  in  generosity,  resisted  the  bewitch- 
ing temptation,  in  consideration  of  her  ho- 
nour and  interest ;  at  the  same  time,  I  pre- 
sented my  ring  as  a  pledge  of  my  inviolable 
attachment,    and    on    my    knees    implored 
Heaven  to  shower  its  curses  on  my  head,  if 
ever  my  heart  should  entertain  one  thought 
unworthy  of  the  passion  I  then  avowed.    She 
received  my  token,  gave  me   in  return  her 
picture  in  miniature,  exquisitely  drawn,  and 
set  in  go4d  ;  and  in  the  same  posture  called 
Heaven  to  witness  and  to  judge  her  flame. 
Our  vows  being  thus  rociprocally  breathed, 
a  confidence  of  hope  ensued,  and  our  mu- 
tual  fondness  becoming  as  intimate  as  inno- 
cence would  allow,  I  grew  insensible  of  the 
progress  of  time,  and  it  was  morning  before 
I  could  tear  myself  from  this   darling  of  my 
soul.     My  good  angel  foresaw  what  woulii 
happen,  and  permitted  me  to  indulge  myself 
on  this  occasion,  in  consideration  of  tlie  fa- 
tal absence  I  was  doomed  to  suffer. 

I  went  to  bed  immediately  on  my  return 
to  my  lodging,  and  having  slept  about  two 
hours,  was  awakened  by  Strap,  who,  in 
great  confusion,  told  me  there  was  a  foot- 
man below  with  a  letter,  which  he  would 
deliver  to  nobody  but  myself.  Alarmed  at 
this  piece  of  news,  I  desired  my  friend  to 
show  him  up  to  my  chamber,  and  received 
•.he  following  letter,  which,  he  said,  required 
an  immediate  answer. 
"Sir, 

"  When  any  man  injures  my  Honour,  let 
the  difference  of  rank  between  us  be  evei 
so  great,  I  am  contented  to  wave  the  privi- 
lege  of  my  quality,  and  to  seek  reparation 
from  him  on  equal  terms.  The  insolence  of 
your  reply  to  me  yesterday  in  the  long-room 


I  might  have  overlooked,  had  not  your  pre- 
received  me  with  the  utmost  confidence  and  I  sumpiivc  emulation  in  a  much  more  inteiest. 
?nderness  :  and  having  been  informed  of  the  I  ing  affair,  and  a  discovery  which  I  made  this 
4  Q* 
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morning,  concurred  in  persuading  me  to  chas- 
tise your  audacit}'^  with  my  sword.  If  you 
therefore  have  spirit  enough  to  support  the 
character  you  assume,  you  will  not  fail  to  fol- 
low the  bearer  immediately  to  a  convenient 
place,  where  you  shall  be  )net  by 

"  QUIVERWIT." 

Whether  I  was  enervated  by  the  love  and 
favour  of  Narcissa,  or  awed  by  the  superior 
station  of  my  antagonist,  I  know  not,  but  I 
never  had  less  inclination  to  fight  than  at 
this  time:  however,  finding  there  was  a  ne- 
cessity for  vindicating  the  reputation  of  my 
mistress,  as  well  as  for  asserting  my  own  hon- 
our, I  forthwith  arose,  and  dressing  in  a  hurry, 
put  on  my  sword,  bade  Strap  attend  me,  and 
set  out  with  my  conductor,  cursing  my  bad 
fortune  all  the  way,  for  having  been  observed 
in  my  return  from  my  angel :  for  so  I  inter- 
preted his  lordship's  discovery.  When  I 
came  within  sight  of  my  rival,  his  lacquey 
told  me  he  had  orders  to  stop  ;  upon  which 

I  commanded  Strap  to  halt  also,  while  I 
walked  forward,  resolving,  if  possible,  to 
come  to  an  explanation  with  my  challenger, 
before  we  should  come  to  battle.  Nor  was 
an  opportunity  wanting  ;  for  I  no  sooner  ap- 
proached, than  he  asked,  with  a  stern  coun- 
tenance, what  business  I  had  in  Mr  Tope- 
hall's  garden  so  early  in  the  morning  1  "  I 
don't  know,  my  lord,"  said  I  "  how  to  answer 

II  question  put  to  me  with  such  magisterial 
haughtiness.  If  your  lordship  will  please  to 
expostulate  calmly,  you  will  have  no  cause 
to  repent  of  your  condescension  ;  otherwise, 
[am  not  to  be  intimidated  into  any  confess- 
ion." •'  There  is  no  room  for  denial,"  an- 
swered he ;  "'I  saw  you  come  out  with  my 
own  eyes."  "  Did  any  other  person  see 
me  ?"  said  I.  "  I  neither  know  nor  care," 
said  he,  "  I  want  no  other  evidence  than 
that  of  my  own  senses."  Pleased  to  hear 
that  the  suspicion  was  confined  to  him 
alone,  I  endeavoured  to  appease  his  jealousy 
l)y  owning  an  intrigue  with  the  waiting- 
maid  ;  but  he  had  too  much  discernment  to 
be  so  easily  imposed  upon,  and  told  me  there 
was  only  one  way  to  convince  him  of  the 
truth  of  what  I  alleged,  which  was  no  other 
than  renouncing  all  claim  to  Narcissa  upon 
oath,  and  promising,  upon  honour,  never  to 
speak  to  her  for  the  future.  Exasperated  at 
this  proposal,  I  unsheathed  my  sword,  say- 
ing,— "  Heavens  !  what  title  have  you,  or 
any  man  on  earth,  to  impose  such  terms  upon 
me  ?"  He  did  the  same,  and  making  towards 
I  lie  with  a  contracted  orow,  said  I  was  a 
villain,  and  had  dishonoured  Narcissa.  *♦  He's 
a  scandalous  villain,"  I  rejjlied,  in  a  trans- 
])ort  of  fury,  "  who  brands  me  with  that  im- 
putation !  She  is  a  thounand  times  more 
,:haste  than  the  mother  that  bore  you  ;  and  I 
will  assert  her  honour  with  my  heart's 
blood  :"  so  saying,  I  rushed  upon  him  with 
more  eagcrneps  than  address,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  get  within  his  point,  received  a  wound 


in  my  neck,  which  redoubled  my  rage.  He 
excelled  me  in  temper  as  well  as  in  skill,  by 
which  means  he  parried  my  thrusts  with  great 
calmness,  until  I  had  almost  exhausted  my 
spirits  ;  and  when  he  perceived  me  beginning 
to  flag,  attacked  me  fiercely  in  his  turn. 
Finding  himself  however  better  opposed 
than  he  expected,  he  resolved  to  follow  his 
longe,  and  close  with  me ;  accordingly  his 
sword  entered  my  waistcoat,  on  the  side  of 
the  breast-bone,  and  running  up  between  my 
shirt  and  skin,  appeared  over  my  left  shoul- 
der :  I  imagined  that  his  weapon  had  perfo- 
rated my  lungs,  and  of  consequence  that  the 
wound  was  mortal ;  therefore,  determined  not 
to  die  unrevenged,  I  seized  his  shell,  which 
was  close  to  my  breast,  before  he  could  dis- 
entangle his  point,  and  keeping  it  fast  with 
my  left  hand,  shortened  my  own  sword  with 
my  right,  intending  to  run  him  through  the 
heart;  but  he  received  the  thrust  in  the  left 
arm,  which  penetrated  up  to  the  shoulder- 
blade.  Disappointed  in  this  expectation, 
and  afraid  still  that  death  would  frustrate 
my  revenge,  I  grappled  with  hira,  and  being 
much  the  stronger,  threw  him  upon  the 
ground,  where  I  wrested  his  sword  out  of  his 
hand ;  and,  so  great  was  my  confusion,  in- 
stead of  turning  the  point  upon  him,  struck 
out  three  of  his  foreteeth  with  the  hilt.  In 
the  mean  time  our  servants,  seeing  us  fall, 
ran  up  to  separate  and  assist  us  ;  but,  before 
their  approach,  I  was  upon  my  feet,  and  had 
discovered  that  my  supposed  mortal  wound 
was  only  a  slight  scratch.  The  knowledge 
of  my  own  safety  disarmed  me  of  a  good  deal 
of  my  resentment,  and  I  began  to  inquire 
with  some  concern  into  the  situation  of  my 
antagonist,  who  remained  on  the  ground 
bleeding  plentifully  at  his  mouth  and  arm. 
I  helped  his  footman  to  raise  him,  and  having; 
bound  up  Iws  wound  with  my  handkerchief, 
assured  him  it  was  not  dangerous ;  I  like- 
wise restored  his  sword,  and  off'ered  to  sup- 
port him  to  his  house.  He  thanked  me  with 
an  air  of  sullen  dignity  ;  and  whispering 
that  I  should  hear  from  him  soon,  went 
away,  leaning  on  his  servant's  shoulder. 

I  was  surprised  at  this  promise,  which  I 
construed  into  a  threat,  and  resolved,  if  ever 
he  should  call  me  out  again,  to  use  whatever 
advantage  fortune  might  give  me  over  him  in 
another  manner.  In  the  mean  time  I  had 
leisure  to  take  notice  of  Strap,  who  seemed 
quite  stupified  with  horror  :  I  comforted  him 
with  an  assurance  that  I  had  received  no 
damage,  and  explained  the  nature  of  this 
affair  as  we  walked  homeward.  By  the 
time  I  had  got  into  my  apartment,  I  found  the 
wound  in  my  neck  stiff  and  uneasy,  and  a 
good  deal  of  clotted  blood  run  down  upon 
my  shirt :  upon  which  I  pulled  off  my  coat 
and  waistcoat,  and  unbuttoned  my  collar, 
that  I  might  dress  it  with  more  ease.  My 
friend  no  sooner  perceived  my  shirt  quit<« 
dyed  with  b'ood.  than   imagining  I  had  got 
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It  least  twenty  thousaiul  wounds,  he  cried, 
— "  O  Jesus  !"  and  fell  flat  on  the  floor.  I 
stopped  the  hleeding  witii  a  little  dry  lint, 
diid  applyintj  a  plaster  over  it,  clcan.sed  my. 
telf  from  the  gore,  shitUnl  and  dressed, 
while  he  lay  senseless  at  my  teet  ;  so  that 
when  he  recovered,  and  saw  rnc  perfectly 
well,  he  could  scarce  believe  his  own  eyes. 
Now  that  the  danger  was  past,  I  was  very 
well  pleased  with  what  had  happened,  hoping 
that  it  would  soon  become  known,  and  con- 
sequently dignify  my  character  not  a  little 
in  this  place.  I  was  also  proud  of  having 
shown  myself,  in  some  shape,  worthy  the  love 
•tf  Narcissa,  who,  I  was  persuaded,  would  not 
think  the  worse  of  me  fur  wliat  I  had  done. 


CHAPTER  LX. 

/  am  visited  by  Freeman,  with  whom  I  ap- 
pear in  public,  and  am  caressed — am  sent 
for  by  Lord  Quiverwit,  whose  presence  I 
quit  in  a  passion — Narcissa  is  carried 
q(f  by  her  brother — /  intend  to  pursue 
him,  and  am  dissuaded  by  my  friend — 
engage  in  play,  and  lose  all  my  money — 
set  out  for  London — try  my  fortune  at  the 
gaming  table  without  success — receive 
a  letter  from  Narcissa — bilk  my  tailor. 

When  I  entertained  myself  with  these  re- 
flections, the  news  of  the  duel  being  commu- 
nicated by  some  unknown  channel,  spread 
all  over  the  town.  I  was  visited  by  Free- 
man, who  testified  his  surprise  at  findmg  mc  ; 
for  he  was  told  that,  Lord  Quiverwit  being 
dead  of  his  wounds,  I  had  absconded  in  order 
to  avoid  the  cognizance  of  the  law.  I  asked 
if  people  guessed  the  occasion  of  the  quarrel : 
and  understanding  it  was  attributed  to  his 
lordship's  resentment  of  my  reply  in  the  long- 
room,  confirmed  that  conjecture,  glad  to  find 
Narcissa  unsuspected.  My  friend,  after  I 
had  assured  him  that  my  antagonist  was  in 
no  danger,  wished  me  joy  of  the  event,  than 
which,  he  said,  nothing  could  Iiappen  more 
opportunely  to  support  the  idea  he  had  given 
of  my  character  to  his  friends,  among  whom 
he  had  been  very  assiduous  in  my  behalf. 

On  the  strength  of  this  assurance,  I  went 
with  him  to  the  coffee-house,  where  I  was 
saluled  by  a  great  many  of  those  very  persons 
who  had  shunned  me  the  preceding  day  ;  and 
1  found  every  body  making  merry  with  the 
story  of  Melinda's  French  gallant.  While  I 
remained  in  this  place,  I  received  a  message 
from  Ix)rd  Quiverwit,  desiring,  if  I  was  not 
engaged,  to  see  me  at  his  house. 

Thither  I  immediately  repaired,  and  was 
conducted  to  an  apartment,  where  I  was 
received  by  his  lordship  in  bed.  When  we 
were  left  by  ourselves,  he  thanked  me,  in 
very  polite  terms,  for  having  used  the  advan- 
tage fortune  had  given  me  over  him  with 
pucb  moderation  ;  and  asked  pardon  for  any 


ofTence  his  reseinment  might  liave  prompted 
him  to  commit. — "  I  would  willingly,"  said 
he,  '*  make  you  my  friend  ;  hut  as  it  is  in;- 
1  [wssible  for  me  to  divest  myself  of  my  passion 
for  Narcissa,  1  am  too  well  convinced  of 
your  sentiments,  to  think  we  shall  ever 
agree  ou  that  subject.  I  took  the  liberij, 
therefore,  of  sending  for  you,  iii  order  to  own 
candidly,  that  I  cannot  help  opposing  your 
success  with  that  young  lady  ;  though,  at  the 
same  time,  I  promise  to  regulate  my  opposi- 
tion  by  the  dictates  of  justice  and  honour 
this,  however,  I  think  proper  to  advertise  you 
of,  that  she  has  no  independent  fortune,  and 
if  you  should  even  succeed  in  your  addresses, 
you  would  have  the  mortification  to  see  her 
reduced  to  indigence,  unless  you  have  where- 
withal to  support  her — and  I  am  credibly 
informed  of  your  incapacity  that  way — nay, 
I  will  confess,  that,  urged  by  tiiis  considera- 
tion, I  have  actually  sent  notice  to  her  brotiier 
of  tlie  progress  I  suspect  you  have  made  in 
her  affection,  and  desired  him  to  take  his 
precautions  accordingly."  Alarmed  and  pro- 
voked at  this  information,  I  told  his  lordship, 
that  I  did  not  see  how  he  could  reconcile 
that  piece  of  conduct  with  his  profession  oi* 
open  dealing,  and  flung  away  from  him  in  a 
passion. 

As  I  walked  homeward,  in  hope  of  hearing 
from  my  mistress  as  usual  by  means  of  Miss 
Williams,  I  was  surprised  by  the  waving  of 
a  handkerchief  from  the  window  of  a  coach 
and  six  that  passed  by  mc  at  full  speed  ;  aiiJ, 
upon  further  observation,  I  saw  a  servant  on 
horseback  riding  after  it,  who,  I  knew  by  hiH 
livery,  belonged  to  the  squire.  Thunder- 
struck with  this  discovery,  the  knowledge  of 
my  misfortune  rushed  all  at  once  upon  my 
reflection.  I  guessed  immediately  that  the 
signal  was  made  by  the  dear  hand  of  Nar- 
cissa, who,  being  hurried  away  in  conse- 
quence of  liOrd  Quiverwit's  message  to  her 
brother,  had  no  otlier  method  of  relating 
her  distress,  and  imploring  my  assistance. 
Frantic  with  this  conjecture,  I  ran  to  my 
lodgings,  snatched  my  pistols,  and  ordered 
Strap  to  get  post-horses,  with  such  incohe- 
rence of  speech  and  disorder,  that  the  pooj 
valet,  terrified  with  the  suspicion  of  another 
duel,  instead  of  providing  what  I  desiredv 
went  forthwith  to  PVecman,  who,  being  in- 
formed of  my  behaviour,  came  straight  to  my 
apartment,  and  conjured  me  so  pathetically 
to  make  him  acquainted  with  the  cause  of 
my  uneasiness,  that  I  could  not  refuse  telling 
him  my  happiness  was  fled  with  Narcis:»a, 
and  that  I  must  retrieve  her,  or  perish.  He 
represented  the  madness  of  such  an  imder- 
taking,  and  endeavoured  to  divert  me  from  it 
with  great  strength  of  friendship  and  reason. 
But  all  his  arguments  would  have  been  inef- 
fectual, had  he  not  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
dependence  I  ought  to  have  on  the  love  of 
Narcissa,  and  the  attachmc^nt  of  her  maid^ 
who  could  not  fail  of  finding  opportunilioB  tc 


.so 
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advertise  me  of  their  situation  ;  and  at  the 
game  time  demonstrated  the  injury  my  charm- 
er's reputation  must  suffer  from  my  precipi- 
tate retreat.  I  was  convinced  and  composed 
by  these  considerations  :  I  appeared  in  public 
witli  an  air  of  tranquillity,  was  well  received 
by  the  best  company  in  town,  and,  my  mis- 
fortune taking  air,  condoled  accordingly  ; 
while  1  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  Melinda 
hio  universally  discountenanced,  that  she  was 
fiiin  to  return  to  London,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  scoffs  and  censure  of  the  ladies  at  Bath. 
But  though  the  hope  of  hearing  from  the 
darling  of  my  soul  supported  my  spirits  a 
little  while,  I  began  to  be  very  uneasy,  when, 
at  the  end  of  several  weeks,  I  found  that 
expectation  disappointed.  In  short,  melan- 
choly and  despondence  took  possession  of 
jriy  soul ;  and  repining  at  that  Providence, 
A^hich,  by  acting  the  stepmother  towards  me, 
kept  me  from  the  fruition  of  my  wishes,  I 
determined,  in  a  fit  of  despair,  to  risk  all  I 
had  at  the  gaming-table,  with  a  view  of  ac- 
quiring a  fortune  sufficient  to  render  me 
independent  for  life,  or  of  plunging  myself 
into  such  a  state  of  misery  as  would  effectu- 
ally crush  every  ambitious  hope  that  now 
tortured  my  imagination. 

Actuated  by  this  fatal  resolution,  I  engaged 
in  play,  and  after  some  turns  of  fortune,  found 
myself,  at  the  end  of  three  days,  worth  a 
thousand  pounds ;  but  it  was  not  my  intention 
to  stop  iiere,  for  which  cause  I  kept  Strap 
ignorant  of  my  success,  and  continued  my 
career,  until  I  was  reduced  to  five  guineas, 
which  I  would  have  hazarded  also,  had  I  not 
been  ashamed  to  fall  from  a  bet  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  to  such  a  petty  sum. 

Having  thus  executed  my  scheme,  I  went 
home,  amazed  to  find  myself  so  much  at  ease, 
and  informed  my  friend  Strap  of  my  mis- 
chance, with  such  calmness,  that  he,  ima- 
gining I  joked,  affected  to  receive  the  tidings 
with  great  equanimity.  Both  he  and  I  found 
ourselves  mistaken  very  soon.  I  had  misin- 
terpreted my  own  stupidity  into  deliberate 
resignation  ;  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  me 
in  earnest,  when  he  saw  me  next  morning 
agitated  with  the  most  violent  despair,  which 
he  endeavoured  to  alleviate  with  all  the  con- 
solation in  his  power. 

In  one  of  my  lucid  intervals,  however,  I 
charged  him  to  take  a  place  in  the  stage- 
coach for  London,  and  in  the  mean  time  paid 
nay  debts  in  Bath,  v/hich  amounted  to  thirty 
shillings  only.  Without  taking  leave  of  my 
friends,  I  onbarked.  Strap  having  the  good 
fortune  to  find  a  return-horse,  and  arrived  in 
town,  without  having  met  with  any  thing 
wmarkable  on  the  road.  While  we  crossed 
Ikgshot-heath,  1  was  seized  with  a  sort  of 
mclinalion  to  retrieve  my  fortune,  by  laying 
passengers  under  contribution  in  some  such 
place.  My  thoughts  were  so  circumstanced 
fit  this  time,  that  I  should  have  digested  the 
C'me  of  robbery,  so  righteously  liad  I  con- 


certed my  plan,  and  ventured  my  life  in  the 
execution,  had  I  not  been  deterred  by  reflec- 
tion upon  the  infamy  that  attends  detection. 

The  apartment  I  formerly  lived  in  being 
unengaged  I  took  possession  of  it,  and  next 
day  went  in  quest  of  Banter,  who  received 
me  with  open  arms,  in  expectation  of  having 
his  bond  discharged  to  his  liking ;  but  when 
he  understood  what  had  happened,  his  coun- 
tenance changed  of  a  sudden ;  and  he  told 
me,  with  a  dryness  of  displeasure  peculiar  to 
himself,  that,  if  he  was  in  my  place,  he  would 
put  it  out  of  fortune's  power  to  play  him 
such  another  trick,  and  be  avenged  of  his 
own  indiscretion  at  once.  When  I  desired 
him  to  explain  his  meaning,  he  pointed  to 
his  neck,  raised  himself  on  his  tip-toes,  and 
was  going  away  without  any  further  cere- 
mony, when  I  put  him  in  mind  of  my  indi- 
gence, and  demanded  the  five  guineas  I 
formerly  lent  him.  "  Five  guineas  1"  cried 
he,  "  zounds  !  had  you  acted  with  common 
prudence,  you  might  have  had  twenty  thou- 
sand in  your  pocket  by  this  time.  I  depended 
upon  five  hundred  from  you,  as  much  as  if  I 
had  had  notes  for  it  in  the  bank  ;  and  by  all 
the  rules  of  equity,  you  are  indebted  to  me 
for  that  sum."  I  was  neither  pleased  nor 
convinced  by  this  computation,  and  insisted 
on  my  right  with  such  determined  obstinacy, 
that  he  was  fain  to  alter  his  tone,  and  appease 
my  clamour,  by  assuring  me  that  he  was  not 
master  of  five  shillings.  Society  in  distress 
generally  promotes  a  good  understanding 
among  people  ;  from  being  a  dun,  I  descended 
to  be  a  client,  and  asked  his  advice  about 
repairing  my  losses.  He  counselled  me  to 
have  recourse  again  to  the  gaming-table, 
where  I  succeeded  so  well  before,  and  put 
myself  in  a  condition  by  selling  my  watch. 
I  followed  his  directions,  and  having  accom- 
modated him  with  a  few  pieces,  went  to  the 
place,  where  I  lost  every  shilling. 

Then  I  returned  to  my  lodgings  full  of 
desperate  resolution,  and  having  made  Strap 
acquainted  with  my  fate,  ordered  him  to 
pawn  my  sword  immediately,  that  I  might 
be  enabled  to  make  another  effort.  This 
affectionate  creature  no  sooner  understood 
my  purpose,  than,  seized  with  inexpressible 
sorrow  at  the  prospect  of  my  misery,  he 
burst  into  tears,  and  asked  what  I  proposed 
to  do,  after  the  small  sum  he  could  raise  on 
the  sword  should  be  spent?  "  On  my  own 
account,"  said  ho,  "  I  am  quite  unconcerned; 
for,  while  God  spares  my  health  and  these 
ten  fingers,  I  can  earn  a  comfortable  subsist- 
ence anywhere  ;  but  what  must  become  of 
you,  who  have  less  humility  to  stoop,  and 
more  appetites  to  gratify!"  Here  I  inter- 
rupted him,  by  saying,  with  a  gloomy  aspect, 
I  should  never  want  a  resource  while  I  had  a 
loaded  pistol  in  possession.  Stupified  with 
horror  at  this  dreadful  insinuation,  he  stood 
mute  for  some  time,  and  then  broke  out  into, 
—  "God  of  his   infinite  mercy  enable   you 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RAx\DOM. 


181 


kO  r.illistund  tliat  temptation  of  the  devil ! 
Consider  your  iininortal  *6oiil — there  is  no 
repentance  in  the  grave.  O  Lord !  that  ever 
tvo  should  come  to  this — are  we  not  enjoined 
;o  resign  ourselves  to  tiio  will  of  Heaven] — 
where  is  your  patience?  Durum  paticntia 
fra7is:o — you  are  bu),  a  young  man — there 
may  do  many  good  thmgs  in  store  for  you — 
Accidit  in  ptincto,  quod  71011  yperattir  in 
anno — remember  your  uncle,  Mr  Howling  ; 
perhaps  he  is  now  on  his  voyofre  homeward, 
pleasing  himself  with  the  hopes  of  seeing 
and  relieving  you  ;  nay,  peradventure  he  is 
already  arrived,  for  the  ship  was  expected 
about  this  time."  A  ray  of  hope  shot  athwart 
my  soui  at  this  suggestion  ;  I  tlianked  my 
friend  for  his  seasonable  recollection,  and, 
after  having  promised  to  take  no  resolution 
till  his  return,  dismissed  him  to  Wappingfor 
intelligence. 

In  his  absence  I  was  visited  by  Banter, 
who  being  informed  of  my  bad  luck  at  play, 
told  me,  that  fortune  would  probably  be  one 
day  weary  of  persecuting  me.  "  In  the 
mean  time,"  said  he,  "  here  is  a  letter  for 
you,  which  I  received  just  now  inclosed  in 
one  from  Freeman."  I  snatched  it  witli 
eagerness,  and  knowing  the  superscription 
to  be  of  Narcissa's  hand-writing,  kissed  it 
with  transport,  and  having  opened  it,  read: — 

"  It  is  with  great  difficulty  that  I  have 
Btolen  from  the  observation  of  those  spies 
who  are  set  over  me,  this  opportunity  of  tell- 
ing you,  that  I  was  suddenly  carried  away 
from  Bath  by  my  brother,  who  was  informed 
of  our  correspondence  by  Lord  Quiverwit, 
whom,  I  since  understand,  you  have  wounded 
in  a  duel  on  my  account.  As  I  am  fully 
convinced  of  your  honour  and  love,  I  iiope  I 
shall  never  hear  of  such  desperate  proofs  of 
either  for  the  future.  I  am  so  strictly 
watched,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  you 
to  see  me,  until  my  brother's  suspicions  shall 
abate,  or  heaven  contrive  some  other  unfore- 
seen event  in  our  behalf.  In  the  mean  time 
you  may  depend  on  tlie  constancy  and  affec- 
tion of  your  own 

"  Narcissa. 

"  P.  S.  Miss  Williams,  who  is  my  fellow- 
prisoner,  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you. 
We  arc  both  in  good  health,  and  only  in 
pain  for  you,  especially  as  it  will  be  imprac- 
ticable for  you  to  convey  any  message  or 
letter  to  the  place  of  our  confinement ;  for 
which  reason,  pray  desist  from  any  attempt, 
that,  by  miscarrying,  might  prolong  our 
captivity. 

"  N ." 

This  kind  letter  afforded  me  great  conso- 
.Qtion  :  I  communicated  it  to  Banter,  and  at 
the  fiamo  time  showed  him  her  picture:  he 
ipproved  of  her  beauty  and  good  sense,  and 
could  not  help  owning,  that  my  neglect  of 
Miss  Snapper  was  excusable,  when  such  a 
fine  creature  engrossed  my  attention. 

I  began  to  be  reconciled  to  my  fate,  and 


imagined,  that,  if  I  could  contrive  means  of 
subsisting  until  my  uncle  siiould  arrive,  in 
case  he  was  not  already  at  home,  he  would 
enable  me  to  do  something  effectual  in  be- 
half of  my  love  and  fortune.  I  therefore 
consulted  Banter  about  a  present  supply, 
who  no  sooner  understood  tliat  I  had  credit 
with  a  tailor,  tlmr"  he  advised  me  to  take  otT' 
two  or  three  suits  of  rich  clothes,  and  convert 
them  into  cash,  by  selling  them  at  half  price 
to  a  salesman  in  Monmouth  street.  I  was 
startled  at  this  pro|)osal,  which  I  thought 
savoured  a  little  of  fraud;  but  he  rendered  it 
palatable,  by  observing,  that  in  a  few  months 
I  migiit  be  in  a  condition  to  do  every  body 
justice;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  was  ac- 
quitted  by  the  honesty  of  my  intention, 
suffered  myself  to  be  persuaded  by  his  salvo 
by  which  my  necessity,  rather  than  my  judg 
ment,  was  convinced ;  and  when  I  founcj 
there  were  no  accounts  of  the  ship  in  which 
my  uncle  embarked,  actually  put  the  scheme 
in  practice,  and  raised  by  it  five  and  twenty 
guineas,  paying  him  for  his  advice  with  the 
odd  five. 


CHAPTER  LXl. 

I  am  arrculcd — carried  to  the  Marshalsca — 
find  my  old  acquaintance  Beau  Jackson 
in  that  jail — he  informs  inc  of  his  adven- 
tures—  Strap  arrives,  and  with  difficulty 
is  comforted — Jackson  introduces  me  ir. 
a  poet — /  admire  his  conversation  and 
capacity — am  deeply  affected  with  mi, 
misfortune — Strap  hires  himself  as  i. 
journeyman  barber. 

But  this  expedient  was  in  a  few  weeks  at- 
tended with  a  consequence  I  did  not  foresee 
a  player  having  purchased  one  of  the  suits 
whicli  were  exposed  to  sale,  appeared  in  it 
on  the  stage  one  night,  while  my  tailor  un- 
fortunately happened  to  be  present.  He 
knew  it  immediately,  and  inquiring  minutely 
into  the  affair,  discovered  my  whole  contriv- 
ance; upon  which  he  came  to  my  lodgings, 
and  telling  me  that  ho  was  very  much  strait- 
ened for  want  of  money,  presented  his  bill, 
which  amounted  to  £50.  Surprised  at  this 
unexpected  address,  I  affected  to  treat  him 
cavalierly,  swore  some  oaths,  asked  if  he 
doubted  my  honour,  and,  telling  him  I  should 
take  care  whom  I  dealt  with  for  the  future, 
bade  him  come  again  In  three  days.  He 
obeyed  me  punctually,  demanded  his  money, 
and  finding  himself  amused  with  bare  pro- 
mises,  arrested  me  that  very  day  in  the  street. 
I  was  not  much  shocked  at  this  adventure, 
which,  indeed,  put  an  end  to  a  state  of  hor 
rible  expectation ;  but  I  refused  to  go  tc  a 
spunging-honse,  where  I  heard  there  wixs 
nothing  but  the  most  flagrant  imposition, 
and  a  coach  being  called,  was  carried  to  the 
Marshalsca,  attended  by  a  bailiff  and  his  fol- 
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!o\ver,  whi)  were  very  much  disappointed  and 
ciiagrinod  at  my  resolution. 

The  turnkey,  guessing  from  my  appearance 
that  I  had  money  in  my  pocket,  received  me 
with  the  repetition  of  the  Latin  word  depone, 
and  gave  me  to  understand  that  I  must  pay 
ocfore-hand  for  the  apartment  1  should 
choose  to  dwell  in.  I  desired  to  see  his 
conveniences,  and  hired  a  small  paltry  bed- 
chamber for  a  crown  a  week,  which,  in  any 
other  place,  would  have  let  for  half  the 
money.  Having  taken  possession  of  this 
dismal  habitation,  I  sent  for  Strap,  and  my 
thoughts  were  busied  in  collecting  matter  of 
consolation  to  that  faithful  squire,  when 
somebody  knocked  at  my  door,  which  I  no 
sooner  opened,  than  a  young  fellow  entered, 
in  very  shabby  clothes,  and  marvellous  foul 
linen.  After  a  low  bow,  he  called  me  by  my 
name,  and  asked  if  I  had  forgot  him.  His 
voice  assisted  me  in  recollectmg  his  person, 
whom  I  soon  recognized  to  be  my  old  ac- 
quaintance Jackson,  of  whom  mention  is 
made  in  the  first  part  of  my  memoirs.  I 
saluted  him  cordially,  expresised  my  satisfac- 
tion at  finding  him  alive,  and  condoled  him 
on  his  present  situation,  which,  however,  did 
not  seem  to  affect  him  much,  for  he  laughed 
very  heartily  at  the  occasion  of  our  meeting 
so  unexpectedly  in  this  place.  Our  mutual 
compliments  being  past,  I  inquired  about  his 
amour  with  the  lady  of  fortune,  which  seemed 
to  be  so  near  a  happy  conclusion  when  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  last;  and, 
after  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter,  he  gave 
nie  to  understand,  that  he  had  been  most 
igregiously  bit  in  that  affair.  "  You  must 
know,"  said  he,  "  that  a  few  days  after  our 
adventure  with  the  bawd  and  her  b — ches,  I 
found  means  to  be  married  to  that  same  fine 
lady  you  speak  of,  and  passed  the  night  with 
her  at  her  lodgings,  so  much  to  her  satisfac- 
tion, that  early  in  the  morning,  after  a  good 
deal  of  snivelling  and  sobbing,  she  owned, 
that  far  from  being  an  heiress  of  great  for- 
tune, she  was  no  other  than  a  common 
woman  of  the  town,  who  had  decoyed  me 
into  matrimony,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  privi- 
lege ofafemme  couverte;  and  that  unless  I 
made  my  escape  immediately,  I  should  be 
arrested  for  a  debt  of  her  contracting,  by 
bailiffs  employed  and  instructed  for  that 
])urpose.  Startled  at  this  intimation,  I  rose 
in  a  twinkling,  and  taking  leave  of  my  spouse 
with  several  hearty  damns,  got  safe  into  the 
verge  of  the  court,  where  I  kept  snug  until 
{  was  appointed  surgeon's  mate  of  a  man  of 
war  at  Portsmouth;  for  which  place  I  set 
out  on  Sunday,  went  on  board  of  my  ship, 
in  which  I  sailed  to  the  Straits,  where  I  had 
'he  good  fortune  to  be  made  surgeon  of  a 
sloop  that  came  home  a  few  months  after, 
nnd  was  put  out  of  commission;  whereupon 
I  came  to  London,  imagining  myself  forgot- 
ten, and  freed  fror.i  my  wife  and  her  credi- 
\orp;  but   had   not  been   in  town    a   week 


before  I  was  arrested  for  a  debt  of  her's, 
amounting  to  £20,* and  brought  to  this  place, 
where  I  have  been  fixed  hy  another  actinjn 
smce  that  time.  However,  you  know  i/iy 
disposition;  I  defy  care  and  anxiety;  j.nd 
being  on  the  half-pay  list,  make  shift  to  Lve 
here  tolerably  easy."  I  congratulated  him 
on  his  philosophy,  and  remembering  that  I 
was  in  his  debt,  repaid  the  money  he  lor- 
merly  lent  me,  which,  I  believe,  was  far 
from  being  unseasonable.  I  then  inquired 
about  the  economy  of  the  place,  which  he 
explained  to  my  satisfaction  :  and  after  we 
liad  agreed  to  mess  together,  he  was  just 
going  to  give  orders  for  dinner,  when  Strap 
arrived. 

I  never  in  my  life  saw  sorrow  so  extrava- 
gantly expressed  in  any  countenance  as  in 
that  of  my  honest  friend,  which  was,  indeed, 
particularly  adapted  by  nature  for  such' im- 
pressions. When  w^e  were  left  by  ourselves, 
I  communicated  to  him  my  disaster,  and  en- 
deavoured to  console  him  with  the  same 
arguments  he  had  formerly  used  to  me,  withal 
representing  the  fair  chance  I  had  of  being 
relieved  in  a  short  time  by  Mr  Bowling.  But 
his  grief  was  unutterable  ;  he  seemed  to  give 
attention  without  listening,  and  wrung  his 
hands  in  silence  ;  so  that  I  was  in  a  fair  way 
of  being  infected  by  his  behaviour,  when 
.Tackson  returned,  and  perceiving  the  defer- 
ence I  paid  to  Strap,  although  in  a  footman's 
habit,  distributed  his  crumbs  of  comfort  with 
such  mirth,  jollity,  and  unconcern,  that  the 
features  of  the  distressed  squire  relaxed  by 
degrees  ;  he  recovered  the  use  of  speech,  and 
began  to  be  a  little  more  reconciled  to  this 
lamentable  event.  We  dined  together  on 
boiled  beef  and  greens,  brought  from  a  cook's 
shop  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  although 
this  meal  was  served  up  in  a  manner  little 
corresponding  with  the  sphere  of  life  in 
which  I  had  lately  lived,  I  made  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  ate  with  good  appetite,  and  treated 
my  friends  with  a  bottle  of  wine,  which  had 
the  desired  effect,  of  increasing  the  good 
humour  of  my  fellow-prisoner,  and  exhilarat- 
ing the  spirits  of  Strap,  who  now  talked  cava- 
lierly of  my  misfortune. 

After  diimer,  Jackson  left  us  to  our  pri- 
vate affairs  ;  when  I  desired  my  friend  tc 
pack  up  all  our  things  and  carry  them  to  some 
cheap  lodging  he  should  choose  for  himself 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Marshalsoa,  after 
he  had  discharged  my  lodging,  for  which 
purpose  I  gave  him  money.  I  likewise  re- 
commended  to  him  the  keeping  my  misfor- 
tune secret,  and  saying  to  my  landlord,  or 
any  other  who  should  inquire  for  me,  that  1 
was  gone  into  the  country  for  a  few  weeks ; 
at  the  same  time  I  laid  strong  injunctiona 
upon  him  to  call  every  second  day  upon  Ban- 
ter, in  case  he  should  receive  any  letter  foi 
me  from  Narcissa,  by  the  channel  of  Free- 
man ;  and  by  all  means  to  leave  a  direction 
for  himself,  at  my  uncle's  lodgings  in  Wap» 
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p\ng,  by  which  I  iniglit  be  luund  wlien  my 
kinsman  should  arrivo. 

Wlien  he  departed  to  ex«cute  these  orders 
(which,  by  the  by,  were  punctually  performed 
that  very  nigiit),  I  found  myself  so  little 
seasoned  to  my  situation,  that  I  dreaded  re- 
flection, and  sought  shelter  from  it  in  the 
company  of  the  beau,  who,  promising  to 
regale  me  with  a  lecture  upon  taste,  con- 
ducted  mc  to  the  common  side,  where  I  saw 
9.  number  of  naked  miserable  wretches  as- 
Bcmbled  together.  We  had  not  been  here 
many  minutes,  when  a  figure  appeared, 
wrapt  in  a  dirty  rug,  tied  about  his  loins  with 
two  pieces  of  list,  of  different  colours,  knotted 
together,  having  a  black  bushy  beard,  and 
his  head  covered  with  a  huge  mass  of  brown 
periwig,  which  seemed  to  have  been  ravished 
from  the  head  of  some  scarecrow.  This  ap- 
parition stalking  in  with  great  solemnity, 
made  a  profound  bow  to  the  audience,  who 
signified  their  approbation  by  a  general  re- 
sponse of — "how  d'ye  do,  doctor  J"  He 
then  turned  towards  us,  and  honoured  Jack- 
son with  a  particular  salutation  :  upon  which 
my  friend,  in  a  tbrmal  manner,  introduced 
him  to  me  by  the  name  of  Mr  Melopoyn. 
This  ceremony  being  over,  he  advanced  into 
the  middle  of  the  congregation,  which  crowd- 
ed around  him,  and  hemming  three  times,  to 
my  utter  astonishment  pronounced,  with 
great  significance  of  voice  and  gesture,  a 
very  elegant  and  ingenious  discourse  upon 
the  difTerence  between  genius  and  taste, 
illustrating  his  assertions  with  apt  quotations 
from  the  best  authors,  ancient  as  well  as 
modern.  When  he  had  finished  his  harangue, 
which  lasted  a  full  hour,  he  bowed  agaiia  to 
the  spectators,  not  one  of  whom  (I  was  in- 
formed) understood  so  much  as  a  sentence 
of  what  he  had  uttered.  They  manifested, 
nowever,  their  admiration  and  esteem,  by  a 
voluntary  contribution,  which,  Jackson  told 
me,  one  week  with  another,  amounted  to 
eighteen  pence.  This  moderate  stipend,  to- 
gether with  some  small  presents  that  he  re- 
ceived for  making  up  differences,  and  deciding 
causes  among  the  prisoners,  just  enabled  him 
to  breathe  and  walk  about  in  the  grotesque 
figure  I  have  described.  I  understood  also 
ihat  he  was  an  excellent  poet,  and  had  com- 
posed a  tragedy,  which  was  allowed  by  every 
body  who  had  seen  it  to  be  a  performance  of 
great  merit;  that  his  learning  was  infinite, 
his  morals  unexceptionable,  and  his  modesty 
invincible.  Such  a  character  could  not  fail 
of  attracting  my  regard  ;  I  longed  impatiently 
to  be  acquainted  with  him,  and  desired  Jack- 
won  would  eni^age  him  to  spend  the  evening 
in  my  apartment.  My  request  was  granted  ; 
he  favoured  us  with  his  company  ;  and  in  the 
course  of  our  conversation,  perceiving  that  I 
had  a  iMTomr  passion  for  the  belles  Icttres, 
acquitted  himself  so  well  on  that  subject, 
that  I  expressed  a  fervent  desire  of  seeing  his 
productions.     In  this  pcint  too  he  gratified 


my  inclination :  he  promised  to  bring  hia 
tragedy  to  my  room  next  day,  and,  in  tlie 
mean  time,  entertained  me  with  some  de- 
tached pieces,  which  gave  mc  a  very  ad  van. 
tageous  idea  of  his  poetical  talent.  Among 
other  things,  I  was  particularly  pleased  with 
some  elegies  in  imitation  of  Tibullus  ;  one  of 
which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  reader,  aa 
a  specimen  of  his  complexion  and  capacity. 


Whire  now  are  all  my  flatterin<j(Ireanisof joj  ' 
Moiiiini:<,  give  my  soul   liec  woiilcil  rest; — 

Since  first  thy  beauty  fixed  my  roving  eye. 
Heart-gnawing  cares  corrode  my  i)eiisive  breast! 

II. 

Let  Iiap|)y  lovers  fly  where  pleasures  call. 
With  festive  songs  beguile  the  Heeling  hour; 

Lead  beauty  through  ihe  mazes  of  the  ball, 
Or  press  her  wanton  in  love's  roseate  bower. 

III. 
For  me,  no   more   I'll    range  the  empurpled 
mead. 
Where  shepherds  pipe,  an<l  virgins  dance  arour.d; 
Nor  wander  through  the  woodbine's  fragrant 
shade, 
To  hear  the  music  of  the  grove  resound. 

IV. 

I'll  seek  some  lonely  church,  or  dreary  hall, 
Where  fiincy  paints  the  glimmering  taper  blue, 

Where  damps  hang  mouldering  on  the  ivy'd 
wall, 
And  sheeted  ghosts  drink  up  the  midnight  dew. 

V. 

There,  leagued  with  hopeless  anguish  and  de- 
spair, 
A  while  in  silence  o'er  my  fate  repine; 

Then,  with  a  long  farewell  to  love  and  care, 
To  kindred  dust  my  weary  limbs  consign. 

VI. 

Wilt  thou,  Monimia,  slwd  a  gracious  tear 
On  the  cold  grave  where  all  my  sorrows  rest? 

Strew  vernal  (lowers,  applaud  my  love  sincere, 
And  bid  the  turf  lie  easy  on  my  breast? 

I  was  wonderfully  affected  with  this  pa- 
thetic complaint,  which  seemed  so  well  cal- 
culatt^d  for  my  own  disappointment  in  love, 
that  1  could  not  help  attaching  the  idea  of 
Narcissa  to  the  name  of  Monimia,  and  ol 
forming  such  melancholy  presages  of  my 
passion,  that  I  could  not  recover  my  tran- 
quillity, and  was  fain  to  have  recourse  to 
the  bottle,  which  prepared  me  fur  a  profound 
sleep,  that  I  could  nc:  otherwise  liave  en 
joyed.  Whether  thcie  impressions  invited 
and  introduced  a  train  of  other  melancholy 
reflections,  or  my  fortitude  was  all  exhausted 
in  the  effort  I  made  against  despondence 
during  the  first  day  of  my  imprisonment,  I 
cannot  determine  ;  but  I  awoke  in  the  hor- 
rors, and  found  my  imagination  haunted 
with  such  dismal  apparitions,  that  I  \va« 
ready  to  despair  ; — and  I  believe  the  reader 
will  own  1  had  no  great  cause  to  congratu- 
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late  myself,  when  I  considered  my  situation. 
I  was  interrupted  in  the  midst  of  these  gloomy 
apprehensions  by  the  arrival  of  Strap,  who 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  re-establish- 
ment of  my  peace,  by  letting  me  know  that 
ne  had  hired  himself  as  a  journeyman  barber  ; 
by  which  means  he  would  be  able  not  only 
to  save  me  a  considerable  expense,  but  even 
make  a  shift  to  lay  up  something  for  my  sub- 
sistenca  after  my  money  should  be  spent,  in 
case  I  should  not  be  relieved  before. 


CHAPTER  LXn. 

I  read  Melofoyn's  tragedy,  and  conceive  a 
x>ast  opinion  of  his  genius — he  recounts 
his  adventures. 

While  we  ate  our  breakfast  together,  I 
made  him  acquainted  with  the  character  and 
condition  of  the  poet,  who  came  in  with  his 
play  at  that  instant,  and,  imagining  we  were 
engaged  about  business,  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  sit,  but,  leaving  his  perform- 
ance, went  away.  My  friend's  tender  heart 
was  melted  at  the  sight  of  a  gentleman  and 
Christian  (for  he  had  a  great  veneration  for 
both  these  epithets)  in  such  misery,  and  as- 
sented with  great  cheerfulness  to  a  proposal 
[  made  of  clothing  him  with  our  superfluities  ; 
a  task  with  which  he  charged  himself,  and 
departed  immediately  to  perform  it. 

He  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  I  locked  my 
door,  and  sat  down  to  the  tragedy,  which  I 
read  to  the  end  with  vast  pleasure,  not  a  lit- 
tle amazed  at  the  conduct  of  the  managers 
who  had  rejected  it.  The  fable,  in  my  opin- 
ion, was  well  chosen,  and  naturally  conduc- 
ted ;  the  incidents  interesting;  the  characters 
beautifully  contrasted,  strongly  marked,  and 
well  supported  ;  the  diction  poetical,  spirited, 
and  correct ;  the  unities  of  the  drama  main- 
tained with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness  ; 
the  opening  gradual  and  engaging  ;  the  peri- 
peteia  surprising  and  the  catastrophe  affect- 
ing; in  short,  I  judged  it  by  the  laws  of 
Aristotle  and  Horace,  and  could  find  nothing 
in  it  exceptionable,  but  a  little  too  much  em- 
bellishment in  some  few  places  ;  which  ob- 
jection he  removed  to  my  satisfaction,  by  a 
([uotation  from  Aristotle's  Poetics,  importing, 
that  the  least  interesting  parts  of  a  poem 
ought  to  be  raised  and  dignified  by  the 
charms  and  energy  of  diction. 

I  revered  his  genius,  and  was  seized  with 
an  eager  curiosity  to  know  the  particular 
events  of  a  fortune  so  unworthy  of  his  merit. 
At  this  instant  Strap  returned  with  a  bundle 
of  clothes,  which  I  sent  with  my  compliments 
to  Mr  Melopoyn,  as  a  small  token  of  my  re- 
gard, and  desired  the  favour  of  his  company 
to  dinner.  He  accepted  my  present  and  in- 
vitation, and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  made 
his  appearance  iu  a  decent  dress,  which  al- 
ternd  his  figure  verv  much  to  his  advantage. 


I  perceived  by  his  countenance  that  his  heart 
was  big  with  gratitude,  and  endeavoured  id 
prevent  his  acknowledgements,  by  asking 
pardon  for  the  liberty  I  bad  taken  :  he  made 
no  reply,  but,  with  an  aspect  full  of  admiratiop 
and  esteem,  bowed  to  the  ground,  while  tli« 
tears  gushed  from  his  eyes.  Affected  witp 
these  symptoms  of  an  ingenuous  mind,  I  shift 
ed  the  conversation,  and  complimented  hin- 
on  his  performance,  which,  I  assured  him,  af. 
forded  me  infinite  pleasure.  My  approbation 
made  him  happy.  Dinner  being  served,  and 
Jackson  arrived,  I  begged  their  permission 
for  Strap  to  sit  at  table  with  us,  after  having 
informed  them  that  he  was  a  person  to  whom 
I  was  extremely  obliged  :  they  were  kind 
enough  to  grant  that  favour,  and  we  ate  to- 
gether with  great  harmony  and  satisfaction. 

Our  meal  being  ended,  I  expressed  my 
wonder  at  the  little  regard  Mr  Melopoyn 
had  met  with  from  the  world  ;  and  signified 
a  desire  of  hearing  how  he  had  been  treated 
by  the  managers  of  the  playhouses,  to  whom 
I  understood  from  Jackson  he  had  offered  his 
tragedy  without  success.  "There  is  so  lit- 
tle entertaining  in  the  incidents  of  my  life," 
said  he,  "  that  I  am  sure  the  recital  will  not 
recompence  your  attention  ;  but,  since  yo'; 
discover  an  inclination  to  know  them,  I  un- 
derstand my  duty  too  well  to  disappoint  you; 
desire. 

"  My  father,  who  was  a  curate  in  the  conn, 
try,  being,  by  the  narrowness  of  his  circum- 
stances, hindered  from  maintaining  me  at  the 
university,  took  the  charge  of  my  education 
upon  himself,  and  laboured  with  such  indus- 
try and  concern  in  tlie  undertaking,  that  I 
had  little  cause  to  regret  the  want  of  public 
masters.  Being  at  great  pains  to  consult 
my  natural  bias,  he  discovered  in  me  betimes 
an  inclination  for  poetry  ;  upon  which  he 
recommended  me  to  an  intimate  acquain- 
tance  with  the  classics,  in  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  assisted  me  with  paternal  zeal  and 
uncommon  erudition.  When  he  thought 
me  sufliciently  acquainted  with  the  ancients, 
he  directed  my  studies  to  the  best  modern 
authors,  French  and  Italian,  as  well  as  Efi- 
glish,  and  laid  a  particular  injunction  up^ 
me  to  make  myself  master  of  my  mothei 
tongue. 

*'  About  the  age  of  eighteen,  I  grew  am- 
bitious  of  undertaking  a  work  of  some  con . 
sequence  ;  and,  with  my  father's  approbation, 
actually  plaimed  the  tragedy  you  have  read 
but,  before  I  had  finished  four  acts,  that  m- 
dulged  parent  died,  and  left  my  mother  and 
me  in  very  indigent  circumstances.  A  near 
relation,  compassionating  our  distress,  took 
us  into  his  family,  where  I  brought  my  fable 
to  a  conclusion  ;  and  soon  after  that  period 
my  mother  quitted  this  life.  When  my 
sorrow  for  this  melancholy  event  had  sub- 
sided,  I  told  my  Innsman,  who  was  a  farmer., 
that,  having  paid  my  last  duty  to  my  parent, 
1  had  now  no  attachment  to  detain  me  in  tho 
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country,  ansl  thrrcforc  was  resolved  to  set 
?ut  for  Loiuloii,  ami  oflbr  my  play  to  the 
stage,  whore  I  did  not  dotilit  of  acquiring  a 
large  share  of  fame  as  well  as  fortune ;  in 
which  case  I  should  not  be  unmindfid  of  my 
friends  and  benefactors.  My  coCisin  was 
ravished  with  the  prospect  of  my  felicity, 
and  wiliinL'ly  contributed  towards  the  ex- 
pense of  fittmg  me  out  for  my  expedition. 
•  "  Accordingly  1  took  a  place  in  the  wag- 
on, and  arrived  in  town,  where  1  hired  an 
apartment  in  a  garret,  willing  to  live  as 
frugal  as  possible,  until  I  should  know  \vhat 
I  iiad  to  expect  from  the  numagcr,  to  whom 
[  intended  to  offer  my  play.  For,  though  I 
looked  upon  myself  as  perfectly  secure  of  a 
good  reception,  imagining  that  a  patentee 
would  be  as  eager  to  receive  as  I  to  present 
my  production,  I  did  not  know  whether  or 
not  he  might  be  pre-engaged  in  fiivour  of 
another  autlior;  a  circumstance  that  would 
certainly  retard  my  success.  On  this  con- 
;ideration,  loo,  I  determined  to  be  speedy  in 
my  application,  and  even  to  wait  upon  one  of 
the  managers  the  very  next  day.  For  this 
purpose,  1  inquired  of  my  landlord  if  he  knew 
where  either  or  both  of  them  lived  ;  and  he 
being  curious  to  know  my  business,  and  at 
the  same  time  appearing  to  he  a  very  honest 
friendly  man  (a  tallow-chandler),  I  made 
him  acquainted  with  my  design  ;  upon  which 
he  told  me  that  I  went  the  wrong  way  to 
work  ;  that  I  would  not  find  such  easy  ac- 
cess to  a  manager  as  I  imagined  ;  and  that, 
if  I  delivered  my  performance  without  proper 
recommendation,  it  would  be  as  one  to  a 
thousand  if  ever  it  should  bo  minded.  "  Take 
my  advice,"  said  he,  "  and  your  business  is 
done.  One  of  the  patentees  is  a  good  cath- 
olic, as  I  am,  and  uses  the  same  father  who 
confesses  me.  I  will  make  you  acquainted 
with  this  good  priest,  who  is  an  excellent 
scholar  ;  and  if  he  shotild  approve  of  your 
play,  his  reconnncndation  will  go  a  great 
way  in  determining  Mr  Supple  to  bring  it  on 
the  stage."  I  applauded  his  expedient,  and 
was  introduced  to  the  friar ;  who,  having 
perused  the  tragedy,  was  pleased  to  signify 
his  approbation,  and  commended  me  in  par- 
ticular for  having  avoided  all  reflections 
upon  religion.  He  promised  to  use  all  his 
influence  with  his  son  Supple  in  my  behalf, 
and  to  inform  himself  that  very  day  at  what 
time  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  wait  upon 
him  with  the  piece.  He  was  punctual  in  |)er- 
forming  his  engagement ;  and  next  morning 
gave  me  to  understand  that  he  had  mentioned 
my  affair  to  the  manager,  and  that  I  had  no 
more  to  do  than  to  go  to  his  house  any  time 
in  the  forenoon,  and  make  use  of  his  name, 
upon  which  I  should  find  immediate  admit- 
tance. I  took  his  advice,  put  my  perform- 
ance in  my  bosom,  and  having  received  di- 
rections, '.vent  immediately  to  the  house  of 
Mr  Supplv^,  and  knocked  at  the  door,  which 
aad  a  wi'-ket  in  tne  middle,  faced  witli  a  net- 
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work  of  iron.  Through  tluD  a  servant,  hav- 
ing  viewed  me  for  some  time,  demanded  tc 
know  my  business.  I  told  him  my  busines.-^ 
was  with  Mr  Supple,  and  tliat  I  came  from 
Mr  O'Varnish.  He  examined  my  appear- 
ance once  more,  then  went  away,  returned 
in  a  few  minutes,  and  said  his  master  was 
busy,  and  could  not  be  seen.  Although  I 
was  a  little  mortified  at  my  disappoiiitment, 
I  was  persuaded  that  my  '•eception  was  owiuy 
to  Mr  Supplo's  ignorance  of  my  errand  ; 
and,  that  1  might  meet  with  no  more  olistruc- 
tions  of  the  samt;  kind,  I  desired  Mr  O'Var- 
nisii  to  bo  my  introductor  tiie  next  time.  He 
complied  with  my  request,  and  obtained  iui- 
mcdiato  admittance  to  the  manager,  wiio 
received  me  with  the  utmost  civility,  and 
promised  to  read  my  play  with  the  first  con- 
venience. By  his  own  appointment  I  called 
again  in  a  fortnight,  but  he  was  gone  out  ;  I 
returned  in  a  week  atler,  and  the  poor  gen- 
tleman was  extremely  ill  ;  I  renewed  my 
visit  in  a  fortnight  after  that,  and  ho  assured 
me  he  had  been  so  much  fatigued  with  busi- 
ness, that  he  had  not  been  able  as  yet  to  reail 
it  to  an  end,  but  he  would  take  the  first  oppoi-- 
tunity;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  observed, 
that  what  he  had  just  seen  of  it  was  very  en- 
tertaining. I  comforted  myself  with  this 
declaration  a  i'ew  weeks  longer,  at  the  end 
of  which  I  appeared  again  before  his  wicket, 
was  let  in,  and  found  him  laid  uj)  with  tli(> 
gout.  I  no  sooner  entered  his  chamber,  than, 
looking  at  me  with  a  languishing  eye,  he 
said, — "  Mr  Melopoyn,  I'm  heartily  sorry  for 
an  accident  that  has  happened  during  my  ill- 
ness. You  must  know,  that  my  eldest  bov, 
finding  your  manuscript  upon  the  table  in 
the  dining-room,  where  I  used  to  read  it,  car- 
ried it  into  the  kitchen,  and  leaving  it  there,  a 
negligent  wench  of  a  cook-maid,  mistaking 
it  for  waste  paper,  has  expended  it  all  but  a 
few  leaves  in  singing  fowls  upon  the  spit. 
But  I  hope  the  misfortune  is  not  irreparable, 
since,  no  doubt,  you  have  several  copies." 

"  T  protest  to  you,  my  good  friend,  Mr 
Random,  I  was  extremely  shocked  at  this 
information  ;  but  the  good-natured  gentle- 
man seemed  to  be  so  much  affected  with  my 
misfortune,  that  I  suppressed  my  concern, 
and  told  him,  that  although  I  had  no  other 
copy,  I  should  be  able  to  retrieve  the  loss 
by  writing  another  from  my  memory,  which 
was  very  tenacious.  You  cannot  imagine 
how  well  pleased  Mr  Supple  was  at  this  as- 
surance ;  he  begged  I  would  eet  about  it  im- 
mediately, and  carefully  revolve  and  recollect 
every  circumstance,  before  I  pretended  to 
commit  it  to  paper,  that  it  might  be  the  same 
individual  play  tliat  he  had  perused.  Encou- 
raged by  this  injunction,  wiiich  plainly  de- 
monstrated  how  much  he  interested  himself 
in  the  affair,  1  tasked  my  remembrance  and 
industry,  and  in  three  weeks  produced  the 
exact  image  of  the  former,  which  was  con- 
veyed    to    I  in    by   my   good   friend   Fftthe; 
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O'Varnish,  who  told  me  the  next  day  that 
Mr  Supple  would  revise  it  superficially,  in 
order  to  judge  of  its  sameness  with  the  other, 
and  then  give  his  final  answer.  For  this  ex- 
amination I  allotted  a  week  ;  and,  in  full 
confidence  of  seeing  it  acted  in  a  little  while, 
demanded  an  audience  of  the  manager,  when 
that  term  was  expired.  But,  alas  !  the  sea- 
son had  slipped  away  insensibly  ;  he  con- 
vinced me,  that,  if  my  play  had  been  put  into 
•ehearsal  at  that  time,  it  could  not  have  been 
ready  for  performing  until  the  end  of  March, 
when  the  benefit  nights  came  on  ;  conse- 
quently it  would  have  interfered  with  the 
interest  of  the  players,  whom  it  was  not  my 
business  to  disoblige. 

"  I  was  fain  to  acquiesce  m  these  reasons, 
which,  to  be  sure,  were  extremely  just,  and 
to  reserve  my  performance  for  the  next  sea- 
son, when  he  hoped  I  would  not  be  so  un- 
lucky ;  although  it  was  a  grievous  disappoint- 
ment to  me,  who  by  this  time  began  to  want 
both  money  and  necessaries,  having,  on  the 
strength  of  my  expectation  from  the  theatre, 
launched  out  into  some  extravagances,  by 
which  the  sum  I  brought  to  town  was  already 
almost  consumed.  Indeed,  I  ought  to  be 
ashamed  at  the  circumstance  of  my  conduct, 
for  my  finances  were  sufficient,  with  good 
economy,  to  have  maintained  me  comfort- 
ably a  whole  year.  You  will  perhaps  be 
amazed  when  I  tell  you,  that  in  six  months 
I  expended  not  a  farthing  less  than  ten 
guineas  ;  but  when  one  considers  the  temp- 
tations to  which  a  young  man  is  exposed  in 
this  great  city,  esipecially  if  he  is  addicted  to 
pleasure,  as  I  am,  the  wonder  will  vanish,  or 
at  least  abate.  Nor  was  the  cause  of  my 
concern  limited  to  my  own  situation  entirely; 
I  had  written  an  account  of  my  good  reception 
to  my  kinsman  the  farmer,  and  desired  him 
to  depend  upon  me  for  the  money  he  had 
kindly  accommodated  me  with  about  the  end 
of  February  ;  which  promise  I  now  found 
myself  unable  to  perform.  However,  there 
was  no  remedy  but  patience  ;  I  applied  to 
my  landlord,  who  was  a  very  good-natured 
man,  candidly  owned  my  distress,  and  begged 
his  advice  in  laying  down  some  plan  for  my 
subsistence.  He  readily  promised  to  con- 
sult his  confessor  on  this  subject,  and  told 
me  I  was  welcome,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
lodge  and  board  with  him,  until  fortune 
should  put  it  in  my  power  to  make  resti- 
tution. 

"  Mr  O'Varnish  being  informed  of  my 
necessity,  otfered  to  introduce  me  to  the 
author  of  a  weekly  paper,  who,  he  did  not 
doubt,  would  employ  me  in  that  way,  pro- 
vided ho  should  find  me  duly  qualified  ;  but, 
upon  inquiry,  I  understood  that  this  journal 
was  calculated  to  foment  divisions  in  the 
commonwealth,  and  therefore  I  desired  to 
be  excused  from  engaging  in  it.  He  then 
proposed  that  I  should  write  something  in 
the  poetical  way,  which  I  might  dispose  of 


to  a  bookseller  for  a  pretty  sum  of  readj 
money,  and  perhaps  establish  my  own 
character  into  the  bargain.  This  event 
would  infallibly  procure  friends,  and  my 
tragedy  would  appear  next  season  to  the 
best  advantage,  by  being  supported  both  by 
interest  and  reputation.  I  was  charmed 
with  this  prospect ;  and  having  heard  what 
friends  Mr  Pope  acquired  by  his  pastorals, 
set  about  a  work  of  that  kind,  and  in  less 
than  six  weeks  composed  as  many  eclogues, 
which  I  forthwith  offered  to  an  eminent 
bookseller,  who  desired  me  to  leave  them  for 
his  perusal,  and  he  would  give  me  an  an- 
swer in  two  days.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  I  went  to  him,  when  he  returned  the 
poems,  telling  me  they  would  not  answer  his 
purpose,  and  sweetened  his  refusal  by  saying 
there  were  some  good  clever  lines  in  them. 
Not  a  little  dejected  at  this  rebuff^,  which, 
I  learned  from  Mr  O'Varnish,  was  owing 
to  the  opinion  of  another  author,  whom  this 
bookseller  always  consulted  on  these  occa- 
sions, I  applied  to  another  person  of  the 
same  profession,  who  told  me,  the  town 
was  cloyed  with  pastorals,  and  advised  me, 
if  I  intended  to  profit  by  my  talents,  to 
w'rite  something  satirical  or  luscious,  such 
as  the  Button  Hole,  Shockey  and  Towzer, 
the  Leaky  Vessel,  cj-c. — and  yet  this  was  a 
man  in  years,  who  wore  a  reverend  peri- 
wig, looked  like  a  senator,  and  went  regu- 
larly to  church.  Be  that  as  it  will,  I  scorned 
to  prostitute  my  pen  in  the  manner  he  pro- 
posed,  and  carried  my  papers  to  a  third, 
who  assured  me,  that  poetry  was  entirely 
out  of  his  way  ;  and  asked  if  I  had  got  never 
a  piece  of  secret  history,  thrown  into  a  se- 
ries of  letters,  or  a  volume  of  adventures, 
such  as  those  of  Robinson  Crusoe  and 
Colonel  Jack,  or  a  collection  of  conundrums, 
wherewith  to  entertain  the  plantations  ? 
Being  quite  unfurnished  for  this  dealer,  I 
had  recourse  to  another  with  as  little  suc- 
cess; and  I  verily  believe  was  rejected  by 
the  whole  trade. 

"  I  was  afterwards  persuaded  to  offer  my- 
self as  a  translator,  and  accordingly  repaired 
to  a  person,  who  was  said  to  entertain  num- 
bers of  that  class  in  his  pay.  He  assured 
me  he  had  already  a  great  deal  of  that  work 
on  his  hands,  which  he  did  not  know  what  to 
do  with  ;  observed  that  translation  was  a 
mere  drug,  that  branch  of  liter&ture  being 
overstocked  with  an  inundation  of  authors 
from  North  Briton ;  and  asked  what  I  would 
expect  per  sheet  for  rendering  the  Latin 
classics  into  English  ? — That  I  might  not 
make  myself  too  cheap,  I  determined  to  set 
a  high  price  upon  my  qualifications,  and  de- 
manded  half  a  guinea  for  every  translated 
sheet.  "  Half  a  guinea  !"  cried  he,  staring 
at  me,  then  paused  a  little,  and  said,  he  had 
no  occasion  for  my  service  at  present.  1 
found  my  error,  and,  resolving  to  inaka 
amends,  fell  one  half  in  my  demand;  upon 
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which  he  stared  at  me  again,  and  told  me 
his  hands  were  full.  I  attempted  others, 
without  finding  employment,  and  was  actu- 
ally retluccd  to  a  very  uiicomtbrtable  pros- 
pect, when  I  bethought  myself  of  oftering  my 
talents  to  the  printers  of  halfpenny  ballads, 
and  otiier  such  occasional  essays  as  are 
hawked  about  the  streets.  With  this  view, 
F  applied  to  one  of  the  most  noted  and  voci- 
ferous of  this  tribe,  who  directed  me  to  a 
person  whom  I  found  entertaining  a  whole 
crowd  of  them  with  gin,  bread  and  cheese. 
He  carried  me  into  a  little  back  parlour,  very 
neatly  furnished,  where  I  signified  my  desire 
of  being  enrolled  among  his  writers  :  and 
was  asked  what  kind  of  composition  I  pro- 
fessed. Understanding  that  my  inclination 
leaned  towards  poetry,  he  expressed  his 
satisfaction,  telling  me  one  of  his  poets  had 
lost  his  senses,  and  was  confined  in  bedlam, 
and  the  other  was  become  dosed  with  drink- 
ing drams ;  so  that  he  had  not  done  any 
thing  tolerable  these  many  weeks.  When  I 
proposed  that  we  should  enter  into  terms  of 
agreement,  he  gave  me  to  understand,  that 
his  bargains  were  always  conditional,  and 
his  authors  paid  in  proportion  to  the  sale  of 
their  works. 

"  Having  therefore  settled  these  conditions, 
which  (I  do  assure  you)  were  not  very  ad- 
vantageous to  me,  he  assigned  me  a  subject 
for  a  ballad,  which  was  to  be  finished  in  two 
hours  ;  and  I  retired  to  my  garret  in  order  to 
perform  his  injunction.  As  the  tfeme  hap- 
pened to  suit  my  fancy,  I  completed  a  pretty 
Bort  of  an  ode  within  the  time  prescribed, 
and  brought  it  to  him,  big  with  hope  of  profit 
and  applause.  He  read  it  in  a  twinkling, 
and,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  told  me,  it 
would  not  do,  though  indeed  he  owned  I 
wrote  a  good  hand,  and  spelled  very  well, 
but  my  language  was  too  high  flown,  and  of 
consequence  not  at  all  adapted  to  the  capa- 
city and  taste  of  his  customers.  I  promised 
to  rectify  that  mistake,  and  in  half  an  hour 
humbled  my  style  to  the  comprehension  of 
vulgar  readers  :  he  approved  of  the  alteration, 
and  gave  me  some  hopes  of  succeeding  in 
time,  though  he  observed,  that  my  perform- 
ance was  very  deficient  in  the  quaintness  of 
expression  that  pleases  the  multitude  ;  how- 
ever, to  encourage  me,  he  ventured  the 
expense  of  printing  and  paper,  and,  if  I  re- 
member aright,  my  share  of  the  sale  amount- 
ed  to  fourpence  halfpenny. 

"  From  that  day  I  studied  the  Grub-street 
manner  with  great  diligence,  and  at  length 
became  such  a  proficient,  that  my  works 
were  in  great  request  among  the  most  polite 
of  the  chairmen,  draymen,  hackney  coach- 
men, footmen,  and  servant  maids :  nay,  I 
have  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  my  pro- 
ductions, adorned  with  cuts,  pasted  upon  the 
wall  as  ornaments  in  beer  cellars  and  cob- 
blers' stalls,  and  have  actually  heard  them 
•ung  in  clubs  of  subUantial  tradesmen      But 


empty  praise  (you  know,  my  dear  friend)  will 
not  supply  the  cravings  of  nature.  I  found 
myself  in  danger  of  starving  in  the  midst  of 
all  my  fame  ;  for  often  songs  I  composed,  it 
was  well  if  two  had  the  good  fortune  to 
please.  Forthis  reason  I  turned  my  thoughts 
to  prose,  and,  during  a  track  of  gloomy 
weatlier,  published  an  apparition,  on  the 
substance  of  which  I  subsisted  very  comfort, 
ably  a  whole  month  :  I  have  made  many  a 
good  meal  upon  a  monster;  a  rape  has  ot\eii 
afforded  me  great  satisfaction  ;  but  a  murder, 
well  timed,  was  my  never-failing  resource. 
What  then  ?  I  was  a  most  miserable  slave 
to  my  employers,  who  expected  to  be  fur- 
nished at  a  minute's  warning  with  prose  and 
verse,  just  as  they  thought  the  circumstances 
of  the  times  required,  whether  the  inclina- 
tion was  absent  or  present.  Upon  my  sin- 
cerity, Mr  Random,  I  have  been  so  much 
pestered  and  besieged  by  those  children  of 
clamour,  that  life  became  a  burden  to  me. 


CHAPTER  LXIII. 

The    continuation  and  conclusion   of  Mr 
Melopoyn's  story. 

"  I  MADE  shift,  notwithstanding,  to  main- 
tain myself  till  the  beginning  of  next  winter, 
when  I  renewed  my  addresses  to  my  friend 
Mr  Supple,  and  was  most  graciously  received. 
'  I  have  been  thinking  of  your  affair,  Mr  Me- 
lopoyn,'  said  he,  'and  am  determined  to  show 
how  far  I  have  your  interest  at  heart,  by  in- 
troducing you  to  a  young  nobleman  of  my 
acquaintance,  who  is  remarkable  for  his  fine 
taste  in  dramatic  writings,  and  is,  besides,  a 
man  of  such  influence,  that,  if  once  he  should 
approve  of  your  play,  his  patronage  will  sup- 
port  it  against  all  the  efforts  of  envy  and  ig- 
norance :  for  I  do  assure  you,  that  merit 
alone  will  not  bring  success.  I  have  already 
spoke  of  your  performance  to  Lord  Rattle, 
and  if  you  will  call  at  my  house  in  a  day  or 
two,  you  shall  have  a  letter  of  introduction 
to  his  lordship.'  I  was  sensibly  touched 
with  this  mark  of  Mr  Supple's  friendship, 
and  looking  upon  my  affair  as  already  done, 
went  home  and  imparted  my  good  fortune  to 
my  landlord,  who,  to  render  my  appearancR 
more  acceptable  to  my  patron,  procured  a 
suit  of  new  clothes  for  me  on  his  own  credit. 
"  Not  to  trouble  yon  with  idle  particulars, 
I  carried  my  tragedy  to  his  lordship's  lodg- 
ings, and  sent  it  up,  along  with  Mr  Supple's 
letter,  by  one  of  his  servants,  who  desired 
me,  by  his  lord's  order,  to  return  in  a  week 
I  did  so,  and  was  admitted  to  his  lordship, 
who  received  me  very  courteously,  told  me 
he  had  perused  my  play,  which  he  thought, 
on  the  whole,  was  the  best  coup  d'essai  he 
had  ever  seen  ;  but  that  he  had  marked  some 
places  in  the  margin,  which  he  imagined 
might  be  altered  for  th?  better.     I  wius  trans- 
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ported  with  this  reception,  and  promised 
(with  many  acknowledgements  of  his  lord- 
ship's generosity},  to  be  governed  solely  by 
his  advice  and  direction.  '  Well,  then,'  said 
he,  '  write  another  fair  copy  with  the  altera- 
tions I  have  proposed,  and  bring  it  to  me  as 
soon  as  possible ;  for  I  am  resolved  to  have 
it  brought  on  the  stage  this  winter.'  You 
may  be  sure  I  set  about  this  task  with  alac- 
rity ;  and  altliough  I  found  his  lordship's 
remarks  much  more  numerous,  and  of  less 
importance,  than  I  expected,  I  thought  it  was 
not  my  interest  to  dispute  upon  trifles  with 
my  patron  ;  therefore  new  modelled  it,  ac- 
cording to  his  desire,  in  less  than  a  month. 

«'  When  I  waited  upon  him  with  the  manu- 
script, I  found  one  of  the  actors  at  breakfast 
with  his  lordship,  who  immediately  intro- 
duced him  to  my  acquaintance,  and  desired 
him  to  read  a  scene  of  my  play.  This  task 
he  performed  very  much  to  my  satisfaction, 
with  regard  to  emphasis  and  pronunciation  ; 
out  he  signified  his  disgust  at  several  words 
in  every  page,  which  I  presuming  to  defend, 
Lord  Rattle  told  me,  with  a  peremptory  look, 
I  must  not  pretend  to  dispute  with  him,  wiio 
Iiad  been  a  player  these  twenty  years,  and 
understood  the  economy  of  the  stage  better 
than  any  man  living.  I  was  forced  to  submit, 
and  his  lordship  proposed  the  same  actor 
should  read  the  whole  play  in  the  evening, 
liefore  some  gentlemen  of  )iis  acquaintance, 
whom  he  would  convene  at  his  lodgings  for 
that  purpose. 

"  I  was  present  at  the  reading ;  and  I  pro- 
test to  you,  my  dear  friend,  I  never  under- 
went such  a  severe  trial  in  the  whole  course 
of  my  life  as  at  that  juncture  ;  for  although 
the  player  miglit  be  a  very  honest  man,  and 
a  good  performer,  he  was  excessively  illite- 
rate and  assuming,  and  made  a  thousand 
frivolous  objections,  which  I  was  not  per- 
mitted to  answer:  however,  the  piece  was 
very  much  applauded  on  the  whole ;  the 
gentlemen  present,  who,  I  understood,  were 
men  of  fortune,  promised  to  countenance 
and  support  it  as  much  as  they  could  ;  and 
Lord  Rattle  assuring  me  that  he  would  act 
the  part  of  a  careful  nurse  to  it,  desired  me 
to  carry  it  home,  and  alter  it  immediately 
according  to  their  remarks.  I  was  fain  to 
acquiesce  in  his  determination,  and  fulfilled 
his  injunctions  with  all  the  expedition  in  my 
power ;  but,  before  I  could  present  the  new 
copy,  my  good  friend  Mr  Supple  had  disposed 
iif  his  property  and  patent  to  one  Mr  Brayer  ; 
so  that  fresh  interest  was  to  be  made  with 
the  new  manager.  This  task  Lord  Rattle 
undertook,  having  some  acquaintance  with 
him,  and  recommended  my  performance  so 
i^trongly  that  it  was  received. 

"  I  looked  upon  myself  now  as  upon  the 
3ve  of  reaping  tiie  fruits  of  all  my  labour :  I 
waited  a  few  days  in  expectation  of  its  being 
put  into  rehearsal,  and  wondering  at  the 
ie.ay,  applied  to  my  worthy  patron,  who  ex- 


cused Mr  Brayer,  on  account  of  the  multi 
plicity  of  business  in  which  he  was  involved, 
and  bade  me  beware  of  teasing  the  patentee. 
I  treasured  this  caution,  and  exerted  my  pa- 
tience three  weeks  longer;  at  the  end  of 
which  his  lordship  gave  me  to  understand 
that  Mr  Brayer  had  read  my  play,  and  owned 
it  had  indubitable  merit ;  but  as  he  had  long 
been  pre-engaged  to  another  author,  he  could 
not  possibly  represent  it  that  season ;  though, 
if  I  would  reserve  it  for  the  next,  and,  in  the 
interim,  make  such  alterations  as  he  had  pro- 
posed by  observations  on  the  margin,  I  might 
depend  upon  his  compliance. 

Thunderstruck  at  this  disappointment,  I 
could  not,  for  some  minutes,  utter  one  sylia. 
ble.  At  length,  however,  I  complained  bit- 
terly of  the  manager's  insincerity  in  amusing 
mo  so  long,  when  he  knew  from  the  begin- 
ning that  he  could  not  gratify  my  desire. 
But  his  lordship  reprimanded  me  for  my 
freedom,  said  Mr  Brayer  was  a  man  of  ho- 
nour, and  imputed  his  behaviour  with  respect 
to  me  to  nothing  else  but  forgetfulness.  And 
indeed  I  have  had  some  reason,  since  that 
time,  to  be  convinced  of  his  bad  memory  ; 
for,  in  spite  of  appearances,  I  will  not  allow 
myself  to  interpret  his  conduct  in  any  other 
way.  Lord  Rattle,  observing  me  very  murji 
affected  with  my  disappointment,  oflfered  his 
interest  to  bring  on  my  play  at  the  other 
house,  which  I  eagerly  accepting,  he  forth- 
with wrote  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr 
Bellower,  actor,  and  prime  minister  to  Mr 
Vandal,  proprietor  of  that  theatre,  and  de- 
sired me  to  deliver  it  with  my  tragedy  v\-ith- 
out  loss  of  time.  Accordingly!  hastened  to 
his  house,  v/here,  after  having  waited  a  whole 
hour  in  a  lobby,  I  was  admitted  to  his  pre- 
sence, and  my  performance  received  with 
great  state.  He  told  me  he  was  extremely 
busy  at  present,  but  he  would  peruse  it  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  bade  me  call  again  in 
a  week.  I  took  my  leave,  not  a  little 
astonished  at  the  port  and  supercilious  be- 
haviour of  this  stage -player,  who  had  not 
treated  me  with  good  manners  ;  and  began 
to  think  the  dignity  of  a  poet  greatly  im- 
paired since  the  days  of  Euripides  and  So- 
phocles ;  but  all  this  was  nothing  in 
comparison  of  what  I  have  since  observed. 

"  Well,  Mr  Random,  I  went  back  at  the 
appointed  time,  and  was  told  that  Mr  Bel- 
lower  was  engaged,  and  could  not  see  me. 
I  repeated  my  visit  a  faw  days  after,  and, 
having  waited  a  considerable  time,  was  fa- 
voured with  an  audience,  during  which,  hf 
said,  he  had  not  as  yet  read  my  play.  Net- 
tled at  this  usage,  I  could  contain  myself  no 
longer,  but  telling  him,  I  imagined  he  wouln 
have  paid  more  deference  to  Lord  Rattle'f 
recommendation,  demanded  my  manuscrip; 
with  sorns  expressions  of  resentment.  '  Ay.' 
said  he,  in  a  theatrical  tone,  'with  all  mx 
heart.'  Then  pulling  out  a  drawer  o^  ths 
bureau  at  which  he  sat,  h?  took  out  a  b»»«dle 
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ind  tlircw  it  upon  a  table  tliat  was  near  liim, 
pronouncinjT  the  word, — '  there,'  with  great 
disdain.  I  took  it  up,  and  pcrceivintj,  with 
some  surprise,  tliat  it  was  a  comedv,  told 
him  it  did  not  belong  to  me;  upon  which  ho 
offered  me  another,  which  I  also  disclaimed. 
A  third  was  produced  and  rejected  for  the 
same  reason.  At  leno^th  he  pulled  out  a 
whole  handful,  and  spread  them  before  me, 
saying, — 'There  are  seven — take  wiiicli  you 
plea.se — or  take  them  all.'  I  singled  out  my 
own,  and  went  away,  struck  dumb  with  ad- 
miration at  wliat  I  had  seen — not  so  much 
on  account  of  his  insolence,  as  of  the  number 
of  new  plays,  which  from  this  circumstance 
I  concluded  were  yearly  offered  to  the  stage. 
V'ou  may  be  sure  I  did  not  fail  to  carry  my 
complaint  to  my  patron,  who  did  not  receive 
it  with  ail  the  indignation  I  expected;  but 
taxed  me  with  precipitation,  and  told  me  I 
must  lay  my  account  with  bearing  the  hu- 
mours of  the  players,  if  I  intended  to  write 
for  the  stage. — '  There  is  now  no  other 
remedy/  said  he,  '  but  to  keep  it  till  the  next 
season  for  Mr  Braycr,  and  alter  it  at  your 
leisure  in  the  summer,  according  to  his  di- 
rections.' I  was  now  reduced  to  a  terrible 
alternative,  either  to  quit  all  hopes  of  my 
tragedy,  from  which  I  had  all  along  promised 
myself  ft  large  siiarc  of  fortune  and  reputa- 
tion, or  to  encounter  eight  long  months  of 
adversity  in  preparing  for,  and  expecting  its 
appearance.  This  last  penance,  painful  as 
It  was.  seemed  most  eligible  to  my  reflection 
at  that  time,  and  therefore  I  resolved  to 
undergo  it. 

"  Why  should  I  tire  you  with  particulars 
of  no  consequence  ?  I  wrestled  with  e.xtreme 
poverty  until  the  time  of  my  probation  was 
expired,  and  went  to  my  Lord  Rattle  in 
order  to  remind  him  of  my  afl^air,  when  I 
understood,  to  my  great  concern,  that  his 
lordship  was  just  on  tiie  point  of  going  abroad, 
and,  which  was  still  more  unfortunate  for  me, 
.Mr  Braycr  had  gone  into  the  country,  so  that 
my  generous  patron  had  it  not  in  his  power 
to  introduce  me  personally,  as  he  intended  : 
!jowcver,  he  wrote  a  very  strong  letter  to  the 
manager  in  my  favour,  and  put  him  in  mind  of 
the  promise  he  had  made  in  behalf  of  my  play. 

"  As  soon  as  I  was  certified  of  Braycr's 
return,  I  went  to  his  house  with  this  letter, 
but  was  told  he  was  gone  out.  I  called  again 
next  day  early  in  the  morning,  received  the 
same  answer,  and  was  desired  to  leave  my 
name  and  business  ;  I  did  so,  and  returned 
the  day  after,  when  the  servant  still  affirmed 
that  his  master  was  gone  abroad,  though  I 
perceived  him,  as  I  retired,  observing  me 
through  a  window.  Incensed  at  this  disco- 
very, I  went  to  a  coflTee-house  hard  bv,  and 
inclosing  his  lordship's  letter  in  one  from 
myself,  demanded  a  categorical  answer.  I 
sent  it  to  his  house  by  a  porter,  who  returned 
in  a  few  minutes,  and  told  me  Mr  Brayer 
irould  be  glad  to  sec  me  at  that  instant.     I 


obeyed  tiic  simimons,  and  was  received  with 
such  profusion  of  compliments  and  apologies, 
that  my  resentment  imniediattdy  subsided, 
and  I  was  even  in  pain  for  the  concern  which 
this  honest  man  showed  at  the  mistake  of 
his  servant,  who,  it  seems,  had  been  ordered 
to  deny  him  to  every  body  but  me.  He  ex- 
pressed the  utmost  veneration  for  his  good 
and  noble  friend  Lord  Rattle,  whom  he  should 
be  always  |)roud  to  serve  :  promised  to  peruse 
the  play  with  all  dispatch,  and  give  me  a 
meeting  upon  it  ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  his 
esteem,  made  me  a  present  of  a  general 
order  for  the  season,  by  which  I  should  be 
admitted  to  any  part  of  tiie  tiieatre.  This 
was  a  very  agreeable  compliment  to  me, 
whose  greatest  pleasure  consisted  in  seeing 
dramatic  performances,  and  you  need  not 
doubt  that  I  otlen  availed  myself  of  my  privi- 
lege. As  I  had  an  opportunity  of  being  be- 
hind the  scenes  when  I  pleased,  I  frequently 
conversed  with  Mr  Brayer  about  mv  plav, 
and  asked  when  he  intended  to  put  it  into 
rehearsal ;  but  he  had  always  so  much  busi- 
ness  upon  his  hands,  that  it  remained  with 
him  unopened  a  considerable  while ;  and 
I  became  very  uneasy  about  the  season, 
that  wasted  apace,  when  I  saw  in  the  papers 
another  new  play  advertised,  which  had  been 
written,  offered,  accepted,  and  rehearsed,  in 
the  compass  of  three  months.  You  may 
easily  guess  how  much  I  was  confounded  at 
this  event.  I  own  to  you,  that  in  the  ffr.=t 
transports  of  my  anger,  I  suspected  INIr 
Brayer  of  having  acted  towards  me  in  tliH 
most  pitiful,  perfidious  manner;  and  was  ac- 
tually glad  at  his  disappointment  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  favourite  piece,  which,  by  tht 
strength  of  art,  lingered  till  the  third  night, 
and  then  died  in  a  deplorable  manner.  But, 
now  that  passion  has  no  shave  in  my  reflec- 
tion, I  am  willing  to  ascribe  his  beh.aviour  to 
his  want  of  memory,  or  want  of  judgiiieut, 
which,  you  know,  are  natural  defects,  that  arc 
more  worthy  of  compassion  than  reproach. 
"  About  this  time  I  happened  to  bo  in 
company  with  a  gentlewoman,  who,  liavinyj 
heard  of  my  tragedy,  told  me  she  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  wife  of  a  gentleman,  who 
was  very  well  known  to  a  lady,  who  had 
great  interest  with  a  person  who  was  inti- 
mate with  lOar!  Sheerwit,  and  that,  if  J 
pleased,  she  would  use  her  influence  in  my 
behalf.  As  this  nobleman  had  the  character 
of  a  Mffjccnas  in  the  nation,  and  could  stamp 
a  value  upon  any  work  by  his  sole  counte- 
nance  and  approbation,  I  accepted  her  offer 
with  eagerness,  in  full  confidence  of  seeing 
my  reputation  established,  and  my  wishes 
fulfilled  in  a  very  short  time,  provided  1 
should  have  the  good  fortune  to  please  h'\(> 
lordship's  taste.  I  withdrew  the  manuscript 
from  the  hands  of  Mr  Brayer,  and  committed 
it  to  the  care  of  this  gentlewoman,  who  la- 
boured so  efl^ectually  in  rny  interest,  that  in 
less  than  a  month  it  wa^   loi  veyed  to  tbr 
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earl,  and  in  a  few  weeks  after,  I  had  the 
satisfaction  to  hear  that  he  had  read  and 
approved  it  very  much.  Transported  with 
this  piece  of  intelligence,  I  flattered  myself 
with  the  hopes  of  his  interesting  himself  in 
its  favour  ;  but  hearing  no  more  of  the  matter 
in  three  whole  months,  1  began  (God  forgive 
me)  to  suspect  the  veracity  of  the  person 
who  brought  me  the  good  tidings  ;  for  I 
tnought  it  impossible  that  a  man  of  his  rank 
and  character,  who  knew  the  difficulty  of 
writing  a  good  tragedy,  and  understood  the 
dignity  of  the  work,  should  read  and  applaud 
an  essay  of  this  kind,  without  feeling  an  in- 
cJination  to  befriend  the  author,  whom  his 
countenance  alone  could  raise  above  depen- 
dence. But  it  was  not  long  before  I  found 
my  friend  very  much  wronged  by  my  opinion. 
"  You  must  know  that  the  civilities  I  have 
received  from  Lord  Rattle,  and  the  desire  he 
manifested  to  promote  the  success  of  my 
play,  encouraged  nie  to  write  an  account  of 
my  bad  fortune  to  his  lordship,  who  conde- 
scended so  far  as  to  desire,  by  letter,  a  young 
squire  of  a  great  estate,  with  whom  he  was 
intimate,  to  espouse  my  cause,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, made  me  acquainted  with  one  Mr 
Marmozet,  a  celebrated  player,  who  had 
lately  appeared  on  the  stage  with  astonish- 
ing eclat,  and  bore  such  sway  in  the  house 
where  he  acted,  that  the  manager  durst  not 
refuse  any  thing  he  recommended.  The 
young  gentleman  whom  Lord  Rattle  had 
employed  for  this  purpose,  being  diffident  of 
his  own  interest  with  Mr  Marmozet,  had  re- 
course to  a  nobleman  of  his  acquaintance, 
who,  at  his  solicitation,  was  so  good  as  to 
introduce  me  to  him  ;  and  the  conversation 
turning  upon  my  performance,  1  was  not  a 
little  surprised,  as  well  as  pleased,  to  hear 
that  Earl  Sheerwit  had  spoken  very  much  in 
its  praise,  and  even  sent  Mr  Marmozet  the 
copy,  with  a  message,  expressing  a  desire 
I  hat  he  would  act  in  it  next  season.  Nor 
was  the  favourite  actor  backward  in  com- 
mending the  piece,  which  he  mentioned  with 
some  expressions  of  regard  that  I  do  not 
choose  to  repeat ;  assuring  me  that  he  would 
appear  in  it  provided  he  should  be  engaged 
to  play  at  all  during  the  ensuing  season.  In 
the  meantime,  he  desired  I  would  give  him 
leave  to  peruse  it  in  the  country,  whither  he 
intended  to  remove  next  day,  that  he  might 
have  leisure  to  consider  and  point  out  such 
alte"ations  as  might,  perhaps,  be  necessary 
for  its  representation  ;  and  took  my  direction, 
that  he  might  communicate  by  letter  the 
observations  he  shouU  make.  Trusting  to 
hese  assurances,  and  the  interest  which  had 
been  made  in  my  behalf,  I  hugged  myself  in 
the  expectation  of  seeing  it  not  only  acted, 
but  acted  to  the  greatest  advantage  ;  and 
this  1  thought  could  not  fail  of  recompensing 
me  ill  an  ample  manner  for  the  anxiety  and 
nfRicnon  I  had  nndergnne :  but  six  weeks 
leing  elapsed,  I  did  r.ot  know  how  to  recon- 


cile Mr  Marmozet's  silence,  with  hie  prcmiet 
of  writing  to  me  ten  days  after  he  set  out 
for  the  country.  However,  I  was  at  last 
favoured  with  a  letter,  importing  that  he  hsd 
made  some  remarks  on  my  tragedy,  which 
he  would  freely  impart  at  meeting,"  and  ad 
vising  me  to  put  it,  without  loss  of  time, 
into  the  hands  of  that  manager  who  had  the 
best  company,  as  he  himself  was  quite  un- 
certain  whether  or  not  he  should  be  engaged 
that  winter.  I  was  a  good  deal  alarmed  at 
this  last  part  of  his  letter,  and  advised  about 
it  with  a  friend,  who  told  me,  it  was  a  plain 
indication  of  Mr  Marmozet's  desire  to  get 
rid  of  his  promise  ;  that  his  pretended  un- 
certainty about  acting  next  winter  was  no 
other  than  a  scandalous  evasion  ;  for,  to  his 
certain  knowledge,  he  was  already  engaged, 
or  at  least  in  terms,  with  Mr  Vandal ;  and 
that  his  design  was  to  disappoint  me,  in  fa- 
vour of  a  new  comedy,  which  he  had  pur- 
chased of  the  author,  and  intended  to  bring 
upon  the  stage  for  his  own  advantage. 

"  In  short,  my  dear  sir,  this  person,  who,  I 
must  own,  is  of  a  sanguine  complexion,  han- 
dled the  moral  character  of  Mr  Marmozet 
with  such  severity,  that  I  began  to  suspect 
him  of  some  particular  prejudice,  and  put 
myself  upon  my  guard  against  his  insinua- 
tions. 1  ought  to  crave  pardon  for  this 
tedious  narration  of  trivial  circumstances, 
which,  however  interesting  they  may  be  to 
me,  must  certainly  be  very  dry  and  insipid 
to  the  ear  of  one  unconcerned  in  the  affair. 
But  I  understand  the  meaning  of  your  looks, 
and  will  proceed.  Well,  sir,  Mr  Marmozet. 
upon  his  return  to  town,  treated  me  with 
uncommon  complaisance,  and  invited  me  to 
his  lodgings,  where  he  proposed  to  commu- 
nicate his  remarks,  which  I  confess  were 
more  unfavourable  than  I  expected  ;  but  I 
answered  his  objections,  and,  as  I  thought, 
brought  him  over  to  my  opinion  ;  for,  on  the 
whole,  he  signified  the  highest  approbation 
of  the  performance.  In  the  course  of  our 
dispute,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find 
this  poor  gentleman's  memory  so  treache- 
rous, as  to  let  him  forget  what  he  had  said 
to  me,  before  he  went  out  of  town,  in  regard 
to  Earl  Sheerwit's  opinion  of  my  play,  which 
he  now  professed  himself  ignorant  of;  and  I 
was  extremely  mortified  at  hearing  from  his 
own  mouth,  that  his  interest  with  Mr  Vandal 
was  so  very  low,  as  to  be  insufficient  of  itself 
to  bring  a  new  piece  upon  the  stage.  I  then 
begged  his  advice  ;  and  he  counselled  me  to 
apply  to  Earl  Sheerwit  for  a  message  in  my 
favour  to  the  manager,  who  would  not  pre- 
sume  to  refuse  any  thing  recommended  by 
so  great  a  man  ;  and  he  was  so  kind  as  to 
promise  to  second  this  message  with  all  his 
power.  I  had  immediate  recourse  to  the 
worthy  gentlewoman  my  friend,  already  men- 
tioned, who  opened  the  channels  of  her  con- 
veyance  with  such  expedition,  that  in  a  te» 
days  I  had  the  promise  of  the  message,  pro 
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fided  I  coul'l  assure  mysrlf  of  Mr  Vandal's 
being  iincni;aijttd  to  any  other  author  ;  for  his 
lordship  did  not  clioose  to  condescend  so  far. 
until  he  should  underetand  tiiat  there  was  a 
probabili  ;y  (at  least)  of  succeeding;.  At  the 
Bame  tim  3  that  lie  blessed  nie  with  this  piece 
of  news,  I  was  startled  at  another,  by  the 
Bame  channel  of  communication  ;  whicli  was, 
that  Mr  Marmozet,  before  he  advised  me 
to  this  application,  had  informed  the  earl 
that  he  had  read  my  play,  and  found  it  alto- 
orcther  untit  for  the  stage.  Though  I  could 
not  doubt  the  certainty  of  this  intelligence, 
I  believed  there  was  some  misapprehension 
in  the  case ;  and,  without  taking  any  notice 
f)f  it,  told  Mr  Marmozet  the  answer  I  had 
been  favoured  with,  and  he  promised  to  ask 
Mr  Vandal  the  question  proposed.  I  waited 
upon  him  in  a  day  or  two,  when  he  gave  me 
to  understand  that  Mr  Vandal,  having  pro- 
fessed himself  free  of  all  engagements,  he 
had  put  my  play  into  his  hands,  and  repre- 
penttd  it  as  a  piece  strongly  recommended 
by  Eail  Sheerwit,  who  (lie  assured  him) 
would  honour  him  with  a  message  in  its 
favour;  and  he  desired  me  to  call  for  an 
answer  at  Mr  Vandal's  house  in  three  days. 
I  followed  his  directions,  and  found  the 
manager,  who,  being  made  acquainted  with 
my  business,  owned  that  Mr  Alarmozet  had 
given  him  a  manuscript  play,  but  denied  that 
he  had  mentioned  Earl  Sheerwit's  name. 
When  I  informed  him  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  atfair,  he  said  he  had  no  engagement 
with  any  author;  that  he  would  read  my 
tragedy  forthwith,  and  did  not  believe  he 
should  venture  to  reject  it  in  contradiction 
to  his  lordship's  opinion,  for  which  he  had 
the  utmost  veneration,  but  put  it  into  re- 
hearsal without  loss  of  time.  I  was  so  much 
intoxicated  with  this  encouragement,  that  I 
overlooked  the  mysterious  conduct  of  Mr 
Marmozet,  and  attended  the  manager  at  the 
time  appointed,  when,  to  my  infinite  confu- 
sion, he  pronounced  my  play  improper  for 
the  stage,  and  rejected  it  accordingly.  As 
soon  as  I  could  recollect  myself  from  the 
disorder  into  which  this  unexpected  refusal 
had  thrown  me,  I  expressed  a  desire  of  hear- 
ing his  objections,  which  were  so  groundless, 
indistinct,  and  unintelligible,  that  1  persuaded 
myself  he  had  not  at  all  perused  the  piece,  but 
had  been  prompted  by  somebody,  whose  les- 
sons he  had  not  rightly  retained.  However, 
I  have  been  since  informed,  that  the  poor 
man's  head,  which  was  not  naturally  very 
clear,  had  been  disordered  with  superstition, 
and  that  he  laboured  under  the  tyranny  of  a 
wife  and  the  terrors  of  hell-fire  at  the  same 
time.  Precipitated,  in  this  manner,  from  the 
highest  pinnacle  of  hope  to  the  abyss  of  des- 
pondence, I  was  ready  to  sink  under  the 
curdcn  of  my  atTliction,  and  in  the  bitterness 
of  my  anguish,  could  not  help  entertaining 
«ome  doubts  of  Mr  Marmozct's  integrity, 
when   I   recoll'^cted  and  coino-ired   the  cir- 


cumstances of  his  conducl  towards  me.  1 
was  encouraged  in  this  suspicion,  by  being 
told,  that  my  Lord  Sheerwit  had  spoke  of  his 
character  with  great  contempt,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, resented  his  insolence  in  o])posing 
his  own  taste  to  that  of  his  lordship  concern- 
ing my  tragedy.  While  1  hesitated  between 
ditfcrent  opinions  of  the  matter,  tliat  friend, 
who  (as  1  told  you  before)  was  a  little  hot- 
headed, favoured  me  with  a  visit,  and  having 
heard  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  whole 
affair,  could  not  contain  his  indignation,  but 
affirmed  without  ceremony,  that  Marmozet 
was  the  sole  occasion  of  my  disappointment ; 
that  he  had  acted  from  first  to  last  with  the 
most  perfidious  dissimulation,  cajoling  mc 
with  insinuating  civilities,  whi'e  he  under- 
hand employed  all  his  art  and  influence  to 
prejudice  the  ignorant  manager  against  my 
performance  ;  that  nothing  could  equal  his 
hypocrisy  but  his  avarice,  which  engrossed 
the  faculties  of  his  soul  so  much,  that  he 
scrupled  not  to  be  guilty  of  the  meanest 
practices  to  gratify  that  sordid  appetite  ;  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  disposition,  he  had 
prostituted  his  honour  in  betraying  my  iiiex 
perience,  and  in  undermining  the  interest  of 
another  author  of  established  reputation,  who 
had  also  offered  a  tragedy  to  the  stage,  which 
he  thought  would  interfere  with  the  success 
of  the  comedy  he  had  bought,  and  determined 
to  bring  on  at  all  events. 

"  I  was  shocked  at  the  description  of  such 
a  monster,  which  I  could  not  believe  existftil 
in  the  world,  bad  as  it  is,  and  argued  again.~t 
the  asseverations  of  my  friend,  by  demon- 
strating the  bad  policy  of  such  behaviour, 
which  could  not  fail  of  entailing  infamy  upon 
the  author;  and  the  small  temptation  that  a 
man  of  Mr  Marmozet's  figure  and  succe.^i? 
could  have  to  consult  his  interest  in  such 
a  grovelling  manner,  wkich  must  create 
contempt  and  abhorrence  of  him  in  hi^•• 
patrons,  and  effectually  deprive  him  of  the 
countenance  and  protection  he  now  enjoys 
in  such  an  eminent  degree.  He  pretended 
to  laugh  at  my  simplicity,  and  asked  if  I 
knew  for  which  of  his  virtues  he  was  so 
much  caressed  by  the  people  of  fashion  I 
'  It  is  not,'  said  he,  '  for  the  qualities  of  his 
heart,  that  this  little  parasite  is  invited  to 
the  tables  of  dukes  and  lords,  who  hire  ex- 
traordinary cooks  for  his  entertainment:  his 
avarice  they  see  not,  his  ingratitude  they 
feel  not,  his  hypocrisy  accommodates  itself 
to  their  humours,  and  is  of  consequence 
pleasing;  but  he  is  chiefly  courted  for  his 
buffoonery,  and  will  be  admitted  into  the 
choicest  parties  of  quality  for  his  talent  nt' 
mimicking  Punch  and  his  wife  Joan,  when  a 
poet  of  the  most  exquisite  genius  is  not  able 
to  attract  the  least  regard.'  God  forbic, 
Mr  Random,  that  I  should  credit  assertions 
that  degrade  the  dignity  of  our  superiors  so 
much,  and  represent  that  poor  man  as  the 
most   abject  of  all   beinirs  !     No;   T  looked 
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npon  them  as  the  hyperboles  of  passion;  and 
though  that  comedy  of  wliich  he  spoke  did 
actually  appear,  I  dare  not  doubt  the  inno- 
cence of  Mr  Marmozet,  who,  I  am  told,  is 
as  much  as  ever  in  favour  with  the  earl ;  a 
circumstance  that  surely  could  not  be,  unless 
lie  had  vindicated  his  character  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  lordship.  Pray  forgive  this 
long  digression,  and  give  me  the  liearing  a 
little  longer  ;  for,  tliank  heaven  !  I  am  now 
near  the  goal. 

•'  Baffled  in  all  my  attempts,  I  despaired 
of  seeing  my  play  acted;  and  bethought  my- 
self of  choosing  gome  employment  that 
might  afford  a  sure,  though  mean,  subsist- 
ence; but  my  landlord,  to  whom  I  was  by 
this  time  considerably  indebted,  and  who  had 
laid  his  account  with  having  his  money  paid 
all  in  a  heap,  from  the  profits  of  my  third 
night,  could  not  brook  his  disappointment, 
therefore  made  another  effort  in  my  behalf, 
and,  by  dint  of  interest,  procured  a  message 
from  a  lady  of  fashion  to  Mr  Brayer,  who 
liad  always  professed  a  great  veneration  for 
her,  desiring  that  he  would  set  up  my  play 
^rthwith,  and  assuring  him  tliat  she  and  all  her 
friends  would  support  it  in  the  performance. 
To  strengthen  my  interest,  she  engaged  his 
best  actors  in  my  cause ;  and,  in  short,  e.x- 
erted  herself  so  much,  that  it  was  again 
received,  and  my  hopes  began  to  revive. 
But  Mr  Brayer,  honest  man,  was  so  much 
engrossed  by  business  of  vast  consequence, 
though  to  appearance  he  had  nothing  at  all 
to  do,  that  he  could  not  find  time  to  read  it 
until  the  season  was  pretty  far  advanced; 
and  read  it  he  must,  for,  notwithstanding  his 
having  perused  it  before,  his  memory  did  not 
retain  one  circumstance  of  the  matter. 

At  length  he  favoured  it  with  his  attention, 
and,  having  proposed  certain  alterations, 
sent  his  duty  to  the  lady  who  patronised  it, 
and  promised,  on  his  honour,  to  bring  it  on 
next  winter,  provided  these  alterations  should 
he  made,  and  the  copy  delivered  to  him  be- 
fore the  end  of  April.  With  an  aching  heart 
r  submitted  to  these  conditions,  and  per- 
formed them  accordingly;  but  fortune  owed 
me  another  unforeseen  mortification:  Mr 
Marmozet,  during  the  summer,  became  joint 
patentee  v/ith  Mr  Brayer;  so  that,  when  I 
claimed  performance  of  articles,  I  was  told 
he  could  do  nothing  without  the  consent  of 
his  partner,  who  was  pre-engaged  to  another 
author. 

"  My  condition  was  rendered  desperate 
by  the  death  of  my  good  friend  and  landlord, 
whose  executors  obtained  a  judgment  against 
my  effects,  which  they  seized,  and  turned 
me  out  into  the  streets  naked,  friendless, 
ana  forlorn.  There  I  was  arrested  at  the 
suit  of  my  tailor,  and  thrown  into  this  prison, 
where  I  have  made  shift  to  live  these  five 
weeks  on  the  bounty  of  my  fellow-prisoners, 
who,  I  hope,  are  not  the  worse  for  the  in- 
liTructinn  and  good  offices  by  which  \  manifest 


my  gratitude ;  but,  in  spite  of  all  their  chari 
table  endeavours,  my  life  was  scarce  tolerable 
until  your  uncommon  benevolence  cnacle<l 
me  to  enjoy  it  with  comfort." 


CHAPTER  LXIV. 

I  am  seized  with  a  deep  melancholy,  anti 
become  a  sloven — am  relieved  hy  my  uncle 
— he  prevails  upon  me  to  engas^e  with 
his  owners  as  surgeon  of  the  ship  which 
he  commands — he  makes  me  a  considera- 
ble present — entertains  Strap  as  hit 
steward — /  take  leave  of  my  friends, 
and  go  on  board — the  ship  arrives  in  tk* 
Downs. 

I  SHALL  not  make  any  reflections  on  this 
story,  in  the  course  of  which  the  reader  must, 
perceive  how  egregiously  the  simplicity  aner 
milky  disposition  of  this  worthy  man  had 
been  duped  and  abused  by  a  set  of  scoun 
drels,  who  were  so  habituated  to  falsehood 
and  equivocation,  that  I  verily  believe  they 
would  have  found  the  utmost  difficulty  in 
uttering  one  syllabic  of  truth,  though  theii 
lives  Jiad  depended  upon  their  sincerity. 
Notwithstanding  all  I  had  suffered  from  liic 
knavery  and  selfishness  of  mankind,  I  was 
amazed  and  incensed  at  the  base  indifference 
which  suffered  such  uncommon  merit  as  ho 
possessed  to  languish  in  obscurity,  and 
struggle  with  all  the  miseries  of  a  loathsome 
jail;  and  should  have  blessed  the  occasion 
that  secluded  me  from  such  a  perfidious 
world,  had  not  the  remembrance  of  the  amia- 
ble Narcissa  preserved  my  attachment  to 
that  society  of  which  she  constituted  a  part. 
The  picture  of  that  lovely  creature  was  the 
constant  companion  of  my  solitude.  How 
often  did  I  contemplate  the  resemblance  of 
those  enchanting  features  that  first  capti- 
vated my  heart !  How  often  did  I  weep  over 
those  endearing  scenes  which  her  image  re- 
called !  and  how  often  did  I  curse  my  perfi- 
dious  fate  for  having  robbed  me  of  the  fair 
original !  In  vain  did  my  imagination  flatter 
me  with  schemes  of  future  happiness;  surly 
reason  always  interposed,  and*in  a  moment 
overthrew  that  unsubstantial  fabric,  by  chas- 
tising the  extravagance  of  my  hope,  and 
representing  my  unhappy  situation  in  tiie 
right  point  of  view.  In  vain  did  I  fly  for 
refuge  to  the  amusements  of  the  place,  and 
engage  in  the  parties  of  Jackson,  at  cards, 
billiards,  nine-pins,  and  fives ;  a  train  01 
melancholy  thoughts  took  possession  of  my 
soul,  which  even  the  conversation  of  Melo 
poyn  could  not  divert.  I  ordered  Strap  ti. 
inquire  every  day  at  Banter's  lodgings,  in 
expectation  of  hearing  again  from  my 
charrner ;  and  my  disappointment  consi- 
derably augmented  my  chacrrin.  My  affec- 
tionate valet  was  infected  with  my  sorrow, 
and  often  sat  with  me  whole  hours  without 


ADVENTURES  OP  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


im 


•peaking',  utterini;-  sigh  for  sigh,  and  shedding 
tear  for  tear.  This  fellowship  increased  our 
distemper;  he  became  incapable  of  business, 
and  was  discarded  by  iiis  master;  while  I, 
seeing  my  money  melt  away,  without  any 
certainty  of  deliverance,  and  in  short,  all  my 
hopes  frustrated,  grew  negligent  of  life,  lost 
all  appetite,  and  degenerated  into  f*ich  a 
Bloven,  that,  during'  the  space  of  two  months, 
I  was  neither  washed,  shifted,  nor  shaved  ; 
60  that  my  face,  rendered  meagre  with  ab- 
stinence, was  obscured  with  dirt,  and  over- 
shadowed with  hair,  and  my  whole  appcap- 
Rncc  squalid  and  even  frightful ;  when,  one 
day,  Strap  brought  mo  notice  that  there  was 
a  man  below  who  wanted  to  speak  with  me. 
Roused  at  this  intelligence,  and  in  full  hopes 
of  receiving  a  letter  from  the  dear  object  of 
my  love,  I  ran  down  stairs  with  the  utmost 
precipitation,  and  found,  to  my  infinite  sur- 
prise, my  generous  uncle,  Mr  Bowling. 
Transported  at  the  sight,  I  sprung  forward 
to  embrace  him :  upon  wiiich  ho  started 
aside  with  great  agility,  drew  his  hanger, 
and  put  himself  upon  his  guard,  crying, — 
"  Avast,  brother,  avast !  sheer  off' — Yo  ho  ! 
vou  turnkey,  why  don't  you  keeji  a  better 
'ook-out  ?  here's  one  of  your  crazy  prisoners 
broke  from  his  lashings,  I  do  suppose."  I 
could  not  help  laughing  heartily  at  his  mis- 
take ;  but  this  I  soon  rectified  by  my  voice, 
which  he  instantly  recollected,  and  shook 
me  by  the  hand  with  great  affection,  testify- 
ing his  concern  at  seeing  me  in  such  a  mis- 
erable condition. 

I  conducted  him  to  my  apartment,  where, 
in  presence  of  Strap,  whom  I  introduced  to 
him  as  one  of  my  best  friends,  he  gave  me  to 
understand  that  he  was  just  arrived  from  the 
coast  of  Guinea,  after  having  made  a  pretty 
successful  voyage,  in  which  he  had  acted  as 
mate,  until  the  ship  was  attacked  by  a  French 
privateer;  that  the  captain  being  killed  dur- 
mg  the  engagement,  he  had  taken  the  com- 
mand, and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  sink  the 
enemy;  after  which  exploit  he  fell  in  with 
a  merchant  ship  from  Martinico,  laden  with 
sugar,  indigo,  and  some  silver  ;  and,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  letter  of  marque,  attacked,  took, 
and  brought  her  safe  into  Kinsale,  in  Ireland, 
where  she  was  condemned  as  a  lawful  prize  ; 
by  which  means  he  had  not  only  got  a  pretty 
eum  of  money,  but  also  acquired  the  favour  of 
his  owners,  who  had  already  conferred  upon 
Ivni  the  command  of  a  large  ship,  mounted 
with  twenty  nine-pounders,  ready  to  sail 
upon  a  very  advantageous  voyage,  which  he 
was  not  at  liberty  to  discover.  And  he 
assured  me,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
fio  had  found  me,  in  consequence  of  a  direc- 
tion left  for  him  at  his  lodgings  at  Wapping. 

I  was  rejoiced  beyond  measure  at  this 
arcount  of  his  good  fortune  ;  and,  at  his  de- 
sire, recounted  all  the  adventures  that  had 
happened  to  me  since  we  parted.  Wlien 
he  understood  the  particulars  of  Strap's 
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attachment  to  me,  he  squeezed  his  hand  very 
cordially,  and  promised  to  make  a  man  o. 
him  ;  then  giving  mo  ten  guineas  for  my 
present  occasion,  took  a  direction  for  the 
tailor  who  arrested  me,  and  went  away  in 
order  to  discharge  the  debt,  telling  mc  at 
parting,  that  he  would  soon  fjtch  up  all  my 
lee-way  with  a  wet  sail. 

I  was  utterly  confounded  at  Aliis  sudden 
transition,  wliich  affected  mo  more  than  any 
reverse  I  had  formerly  felt ;  and  a  crowd  of 
incoherent  ideas  rushed  so  imjietuously  upon 
my  imagination,  that  my  reason  could  neither 
separate  nor  connect  them,  when  Strap, 
whoso  joy  had  manifested  itself  in  a  thousand 
fooleries,  came  into  my  room  with  his  sha- 
ving utensils,  and,  without  any  previous  in- 
timation, began  to  lather  my  beard,  whistling 
with  great  emotion  all  the  while.  I  started 
from  my  reverie,  and  being  too  well  acquainted 
with  Strap  to  trust  myself  in  his  hands  while 
he  was  under  such  agitation,  desired  to  be 
excused,  sent  for  another  barber,  and  suffer- 
ed myself  to  be  trimmed.  Having  perform- 
ed the  ceremony  of  ablution,  I  shifted,  and, 
dressing  in  my  gayest  apparel,  waited  for  the 
return  of  my  uncle,  who  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised at  my  sudden  transformation. 

This  beneficent  kinsman  had  satisfied  my 
creditor,  and  obtained  an  order  for  my  dis- 
charge, so  that  I  was  no  longer  a  prisoner ; 
but  as  I  had  some  reluctance  to  part  with  my 
friends  and  fellows  in  distress,  I  prevailed 
upon  Mr  Bowling  to  favour  us  with  his  com- 
pany, and  invited  Mr  Mclopoyn  and  Jackson 
to  spend  the  evening  at  my  apartment,  where 
I  regaled  them  with  a  supper,  good  wine, 
and  the  news  of  my  release,  on  which  they 
heartily  congratulated  mc,  notwithstanding 
the  loss  of  my  company,  which,  they  were 
pleased  to  say,  they  should  severely  feel. 
As  for  Jackson,  his  misfortune  made  so  little 
impression  on  himself,  and  he  was  altogether 
so  loose,  indifferent,  and  indiscreet,  that  I 
could  scarce  pity  his  situation  :  but  I  had 
conceived  a  veneration  and  friendship  for 
the  poet,  who  was  in  all  respects  an  object 
much  more  worthy  of  compassion  and  re- 
gard. When  our  guests  withdrew,  and  my 
uncle  had  retired,  with  an  intention  to  visit 
me  next  morning,  I  made  up  a  bundle  of 
some  linen,  and  other  neces.^aries,  and,  bid- 
ding Strap  carry  them  to  Mr  Melopoyn'a 
lodgings,  went  thither  myself  and  pressed  it 
upon  his  acceptance,  with  five  guineas,  which 
with  much  difficulty  ho  received,  assuring' 
me  at  the  same  time  that  he  should  never 
have  it  in  his  power  to  make  satisfaction.  1 
then  asked  if  I  could  serve  him  any  othex 
way;  to  which  he  answered, — "you  have 
already  done  too  much  ;"  and,  unable  to  con- 
tain the  emotions  of  his  soul  any  longer, 
burst  into  tears,  and  wept  aloud.  Moved  st 
this  spectac'o  I  left  him  to  his  repo.se  ;  uti, 
when  my  unt.e  returned  in  the  morning,  re- 
presented his  character  in  such  a  favourable 
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.ight,  that  the  honest  seaman  was  affected 
with  his  distress,  and  determined  to  follow  my 
example,  in  presenting  him  with  five  pieces 
more  :  upon  which,  that  I  mio^ht  save  him 
Bome  confusion,  I  advised  Mr  Bowling  to  in- 
close it  in  a  letter,  to  be  delivered  by  Strap 
after  we  should  be  gone. 

This  was  accordingly  done.  I  took  a  for- 
mal leave  of  all  my  acquaintance  in  the  jail ; 
end  just  as  I  was  about  to  step  into  a  hack- 
ney coach  at  the  gate,  Jackson  calling  me, 
I  returned,  and  he  asked  me  in  a  whisper  if 
I  could  lend  him  a  shilling.  His  demand 
being  so  moderate,  and  in  all  likelihood  the 
last  he  would  make  upon  me,  I  slipped  a 
guinea  into  his  hand,  which  he  no  sooner 
perceived,  than  he  cried, — "  O  Jesus  !  a  gui- 
nea ?"  then  laying  hold  of  a  button  of  my  coat 
broke  out  into  an  immoderate  fit  of  laugh- 
ter ;  and,  when  his  convulsion  wag  ended, 
toid  me  I  was  an  honest  fellow,  and  let  mc  go. 
The  coachman  was  ordered  to  drive  to  Mr 
Bowling's  lodgings,  where,  when  we  arrived, 
he  entered  into  a  serious  discourse  with  me 
on  the  subject  of  my  situation,  and  proposed 
that  I  should  sail  with  him  in  quality  of  his 
surgeon  ;  in  which  case  he  would  put  me  in 
a  method  of  getting  a  fortune  in  a  few  years 
by  my  own  industry  ;  and  assured  me,  that 
I  might  expect  to  inherit  all  that  he  should 
die  possessed  of,  provided  I  should  survive 
him.  Though  I  was  penetrated  with  a  sense 
of  his  generosity,  I  was  startled  at  a  propo- 
cal  that  offered  violence  to  my  love,  and  sig- 
nified my  sentiments  on  that  head,  which  he 
did  not  seem  to  relish,  but  observed,  that  love 
was  the  fruit  of  idleness  ;  that,  when  once  I 
should  be  employed  in  business,  and  my  mind 
engaged  in  making  money,  I  should  be  no 
more  troubled  witii  these  silly  notions,  which 
none  but  your  fair-weather  Jacks,  who  have 
nothing  but  their  pleasure  to  mind,  ought  to 
entertain.  I  was  piqued  at  this  insinuation, 
which  I  looked  upon  as  a  reproach,  and, 
without  giving  myself  time  to  deliberate,  ac- 
cepted his  offer.  He  was  overjoyed  at  my 
compliance,  carried  me  immediately  to  his 
chief  owner,  with  whom  a  bargain  was 
struck  ;  so  that  then  I  could  not  retract  with 
luanour,  had  I  been  ever  so  much  averse  to 
the  agreement.  That  I  might  not  have  time 
'.o  cool,  he  bade  me  draw  out  a  list  of  medi- 
cines for  a  complement  of  five  hundred  men, 
adapted  to  the  distempers  of  hot  climates, 
and  sufficient  for  a  voyage  of  eighteen 
jaonths,  and  carry  it  to  a  certain  wholesale 
apothecary,  who  would  also  provide  me  in 
two  well  qualified  mates.  While  I  was  thus 
employed.  Strap  came  in,  and  looked  very 
blank,  when  he  understood  my  resolution  : 
(lowever,  after  a  pause  of  some  minutes,  he 
ir.sisted  upon  going  along  with  me  ;  and  at 
'ny  c'.esiro  was  made  ship's  steward  by  cap- 
niin  Bowling,  who  promised  to  be  at  the  ex- 
peii'-e  of  fitting  him  out,  and  to  lend  him  two 
'tui'.'red  pounds  to  purchase  an  advencure. 


When  I  had  delivered  my  list  of  medicitcai 
chosen  a  couple  of  my  own  countrymen  foi 
mates,  and  bespoke  a  set  of  chirurgical  in- 
struments, my  uncle  told  me  that,  by  hi? 
last  voyage,  he  had  cleared  almost  three  thou- 
sand pounds,  one  third  of  which  he  would 
immediately  make  over  and  put  into  my 
hands ;  that  he  would  procure  for  me  credit 
to  the  value  of  as  much  more,  in  such  goods 
as  would  turn  to  best  account  in  the  country 
to  which  we  were  bound  ;  and  that,  although 
he  looked  upon  my  interest  as  his  own,  ho 
would  keep  the  remaining  part  of  his  fortune 
in  his  own  disposal,  with  a  view  of  preserv- 
ing his  independence,  and  a  power  of  pun- 
ishing me,  in  case  I  should  not  make  a  good 
use  of  what  he  had  already  bestowed. 

Without  troubling  the  reader  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  effect  whicli  this  surprising  gen- 
erosity had  upon  rny  mind,  I  shall  only  say 
that  his  promises  were  instantly  performed, 
and  an  invoice  of  merchandize  proper  for  the 
voyage  presented  to  me,  that  I  might  pur- 
chase the  goods,  and  ship  them  with  all  ex- 
pedition. In  the  midst  of  this  hurry,  the 
remembrance  of  my  charming  Narcissa  often 
interposed,  and  made  me  the  most  miserable 
of  all  mortals.  I  was  distracted  with  the 
thought  of  being  torn  from  her,  perhaps  for 
ever ;  and  though  the  hope  of  seeing  her 
again  might  have  supported  me  under  the 
torments  of  separation,  I  could  not  reflec: 
upon  the  anguish  she  must  feel  at  parting 
with  me,  and  the  incessant  sorrows  to  which 
her  tender  bosom  would  be  exposed  during 
my  absence,  without  being  pierced  with  the 
deepest  affliction.  As  my  imagination  was 
daily  and  nightly  upon  the  rack  to  invent 
some  method  of  mitigating  this  cruel  stroke, 
or  at  least  of  acquitting  my  love  and  honour 
in  the  opinion  of  this  gentle  creature,  I  at 
length  stumbled  upon  an  expedient,  with 
which  the  reader  will  be  made  acquainted  in 
due  time  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  my  deter- 
mination, became  less  uneasy  and  disturbed. 

My  business  being  finished,  and  the  ship 
ready  to  sail,  I  resolved  to  make  my  last  ap- 
pearance among  my  acquaintance  at  the 
other  end  of  the  town,  where  I  had  not  been 
seen  since  my  imprisonment;  and  as  I  had, 
by  the  advice  of  my  uncle,  taken  off  some 
very  rich  clothes  for  sale,  I  put  on  the  gayest 
suit  in  my  possession,  and  went  in  a  chair  to 
the  coffee-house  I  used  to  frequent,  where  I 
found  my  friend  Banter  so  confounded  at  the 
magnificence  of  my  dress,  that,  when  1  made 
up  to  him,  he  gazed  at  me  with  a  look  of 
astonishment,  without  being  able  for  some 
minutes  to  open  his  lips,  then  pulling  me 
aside  by  the  sleeve,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on 
mine,  accosted  me  in  this  manner  : — "  Ran- 
dom, where  the  devil  have  you  been  ]  eh  ! — 
What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  finery? — 
Oho  !  I  understand  you. — You  are  just  arri- 
ved from  the  country  ! — what !  the  roads  an, 
good,  eh  I — Well,  Random,  you  are  a  bolt 
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Ifeflow,  and  a  lucky  fillow  ! — but  take  care. 
the  pitclier  goes  often  to  the  well,  but  is 
broken  at  laist."  So  saying  lie  pointed  to  his 
collar;  by  which  gesture,  and  tlie  broken 
hints  he  had  ejaculated,  I  found  he  suspected 
nic  of  having  robbed  on  the  highway  ;  and  I 
laughed  very  heartily  at  his  supposition. 
Without  explaining  myself  any  furtlicr,  I  told 
him  he  was  mistaken  in  his  conjecture;  that 
I  had  been  for  sonic  time  past  with  the  rela- 
tion of  whom  he  had  frequently  heard  me 
speak  ;  and  that,  as  I  should  set  out  ne.xt 
day  upon  my  travels,  I  had  come  to  take  my 
leave  of  my  friends,  and  to  receive  of  him 
the  money  he  had  borrowed  from  me,  which. 
now  that  I  was  going  abroad,  I  should  cer- 
tainly have  occasion  for.  lie  was  a  litilc 
disconcerted  at  this  demand  ;  but,  recollect- 
ing himself  in  a  moment,  swore,  in  an  af- 
fected passion,  that  I  had  used  him  extreme- 
ly ill,  and  he  would  never  forgive  me,  for 
having,  by  this  short  warning,  put  it  out  of 
his  power  to  free  himself  of  an  obligation  he 
could  no  longer  bear.  I  could  not  lielp  smi- 
ling at  this  pretended  delicacy,  which  I  com- 
mended highly,  telling  him  he  needed  not  to 
be  uneasy  on  that  score,  for  I  would  give 
him  a  direction  to  a  merchant  in  the  city, 
with  whom  I  would  leave  a  discharge  for  the 
sum,  to  be  delivered  upon  payment.  He 
professed  much  joy  at  this  expedient,  and, 
with  great  eagerne.'^s,  asked  the  person's 
name  and  place  of  abode,  which  he  forthwith 
wrote  in  his  pocket  book,  assuring  me  that 
he  should  not  he  long  in  my  debt.  This 
affair,  which  I  knew  he  would  never  after 
think  of,  being  settled  to  his  satisfaction, 
I  sent  cards  to  all  my  friends,  desiring  the 
favour  of  their  company  at  a  tavern  in  the 
evening,  when  they  honoured  my  invitation, 
and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  treating  them  in  a 
very  elegant  manner,  at  which  they  express- 
ed equal  admiration  and  applause.  Having 
enjoyed  ourselves  t^ll  midnight,  I  took  my 
leave  of  them,  and  was  well  nigh  stifled  with 
caresses.  Next  day  I  set  out  with  Strap  in 
a  post-chaise  for  Gravesend,  where  we  went 
on  board,  and,  the  wind  serving,  weighed 
anchor  in  less  than  twelve  hours.  Without 
meeting  with  any  accident,  we  reached  the 
Downs,  where  we  were  obliged  to  come  to 
an  anchor,  and  wait  for  an  easterly  wind  to 
carry  us  out  of  the  Channel. 


CHAPTER  LXV. 

f  get  out  for  Sussex — consult  Mrs  Sage- 
ly— achieve  an  interview  with  Narcissa — 
return  to  the  ship — we  get  clear  of  the 
Channel — /  learn  our  destination — we 
art  chased  htj  a  large  ship — the  company 
are  dismayed,  and  encouraged  hy  the 
captain's  speech — our  pursuer  happens 
to  he  an  English  man  of  war — we  arrive 
at  the  t-oart  of  Guinea — purchase  four 


hundred  negroes,  sail  for  Paraguay,  get 
safe  into  the  river  of  Plate,  and  sell  out 
cargo  to  great  advantage. 

It  was  now  I  put  in  execution  the  scheitc  I 
had  projected  at  London  ;  and  asking  Ir.ave 
of  the  captain  for  Strap  and  me  to  stay  on 
shore  till  the  wind  should  become  favourable, 
my  request  was  granted,  because  he  had 
orders  to  remain  in  the  Downs  until  he 
should  receive  some  dispatches  from  London 
which  he  did  not  expect  in  less  than  a  week 
Having  imparted  my  resolution  to  my  trusty 
valet,  who  (though  he  endcavoumd  to  dis- 
suade me  from  such  a  rash  undertaking)- 
would  not  quit  me  in  the  enterprise,  I  hire3. 
horses,  and  set  out  immediately  for  that  pari 
of  Sussex  where  my  charmer  was  confined, 
which  was  not  above  thirty  miles  distant, 
from  Deal,  where  we  mounted.  As  I  was 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  extent  of 
the  squire's  estate  and  influence,  I  halted 
within  five  miles  of  his  house,  where  we 
remained  till  the  twilight,  at  which  time  wc 
set  forward,  and,  by  the  favour  of  a  dark 
night,  reached  a  copse  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  village  where  IVIrs  Sagely  lived.  Here 
we  lefl  our  horses  tied  to  a  tree,  and  went 
directly  to  the  house  of  my  old  benefactress,' 
Strap  trembling  all  the  way,  and  venting  eja- 
cnlatory  petitions  to  Heaven  for  our  safety. 
Her  habitation  being  quite  solitary,  we  arriv- 
ed at  the  door  without  being  observed,  when 
1  ordered  my  companion  to  enter  by  himself, 
and,  in  case  there  should  be  company  with- 
her,  deliver  a  letter  which  I  had  written  for 
that  purpose,  and  say  that  a  friend  of  hers  in 
London,  understanding  that  he  intended  to 
travel  this  road,  had  committed  it  to  his  care. 
He  rapped  at  the  door,  to  which  the  good 
old  matron  coming,  told  him,  that,  being  a 
lone  woman,  he  must  excuse  her,  if  she  did 
not  open  it,  until  he  had  declared  his  name 
and  business.  He  answered,  that  his  name 
was  unknown  to  her,  and  that  hi.s  business 
was  to  deliver  a  letter,  which  (to  free  her 
from  all  apprehension)  he  would  convey  to 
her  through  the  space  between  the  door  and 
threshold.  This  he  instantly  performed  :  and 
she  no  sooner  read  the  contents,  which  spe- 
cified my  being  present,  than  she  cried, — 
"  If  the  person  who  wrote  this  letter  be  at 
hand,  let  him  speak,  that  I  may  be  assured 
by  his  voice  whether  or  not  I  may  safely 
admit  him."  I  forthwith  applied  my  mouth 
to  the  keyhole,  and  pronounced, — "Dear 
mother,  you  need  not  be  afraid,  it  is  I,  sf 
much  indebted  to  your  goodness,  who  now 
crave  admittance."  She  knew  my  voice, 
and  opening  the  door  iinnediately,  received 
me  with  a  truly  maternal  aifection,  manifest- 
ing, by  the  tears  8he  let  fall,  her  concern  lest 
I  should  be  dis'-overed,  for  she  had  beca 
informed  of  every  thing  that  had  happened 
between  Narci.=sa  and  me  from  the  dea? 
captive's   own   moulh.     When   I  cxplaine<i 
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•he  motive  of  my  journey,  which  was  no 
other  than  a  desire  of  seeing  the  object  of 
my  love  before  I  should  quit  the  kingdom, 
iiiat  I  might  in  person  convince  her  of  the 
necessity  1  was  under  to  leave  her,  reconcile 
her  to  that  event,  by  describing  the  advan- 
tages tliat  in  all  probability  would  attend  it, 
repeat  my  vows  of  eternal  constancy,  and 
otijoy  the  melancholy  pleasure  of  a  tender 
embrace  at  parting.     I  say,  when  I  had  thus 
riignified  my  intention,  Mrs  Sagely  told  me 
that  Narcissa,  upon  her  return  from  Bath, 
lad  been  so  strictly  watched,  that  nobody 
out  one  or  two  of  the  servants,  devoted  to 
ner  brother,  was  admitted  to  her  presence  ; 
that  afterwards  she  had  been  a  little  enlarged, 
and  was  permitted  to  see  company ;  during 
which  indulgence,  she  had  been  several  times 
■At  the  cottage ;  but  of  late  she  had  been  be- 
trayed by  one  of  the  servants,  wlio  discovered 
to  the  s(iuire,  that  he  had  once  carried  a  letter 
from  her  to  the  post-house,  directed  to  me  ; 
npon  which  information  she  was  now  more 
confined  than  ever,  and  that  I  could  have  no 
chance  of  seeing  her,  unless  I  would  run  the 
risk  of  getting  into  the  garden,  whore  she 
and  her  maid  were  every  day  allowed  to  take 
the  air,  and  lie  hid  until  I  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  them — an  adven- 
ture attended  with  such  danger,  that  no  man 
in  his  right  wits  would  attempt  it.     This 
enterprise,  hazardous  as  it  was,  I  resolved 
to  perform,  in  spite  of  all  the  arguments  of 
Mrs  Sagely,  who  reasoned,  chid,   and  en- 
treated by  turns  ;   and  the  tears  and  prayers 
of  Strap,  who  conjured  me,  on  his  knees,  to 
liave  more  regard  to  myself  as  well  as  to 
him,  than  to  attempt  my  own  destruction  in 
such  a  precipitate  manner.     I  was  deaf  to 
every  thing  but  the  suggestions  of  my  love  ; 
and  ordering  him  to  return  immediately  with 
the  horses  to  the  inn  from  whence  we  set 
•jut,  and  wait  for  my  coming  in  that  place, 
he  at  first  peremptorily  refused  to  leave  me, 
until   I   persuaded  him,  that  if  our  horses 
sliould  remain  where  they  were  till  daylight, 
they  would  certainly  be  discovered,  and  the 
wliole  country  alarmed.     On  this  considera- 
tion lie  took  his  leave  in  a  sorrowful  plight, 
kissed  my  hand,  and,  weeping,  cried, — "  God 
knows  if  ever  I  shall  see  you  again."     My 
kind  landlady,  finding  me  obstinate,  gave  me 
her  best  advice  how  to  behave  in  the  execu- 
tion of  my  project;   and  after  having  per- 
Huaded  me  to  take  a  little  refreshment,  ac- 
commodated me  witii  a  bed,  and  left  me  to 
my  repose. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  arose,  and,  armed 
with  a  couple*  of  loaded  pistols  and  a  hanger, 
went  tc  the  back  part  of  the  squire's  garden, 
climbed  over  the  wall,  and,  according  to 
M's  Sagely'e  direction,  concealed  myself  in 
f.  thicket  hard  by  an  alcove  that  terminated 
11  walk  at  a  good  distance  from  the  house, 
wliich  (I  was  told)  my  mistress  mostly  fre- 
qnented.    Here  I  abscondu  \  from  five  o'clock 


in  the  morning  to  six  in  the  evening,  witnotn 
seeing  a  human  creature  ;  at  last  I  perceiv- 
ed two  women  approaching,  whom,  by  my 
throbbing  heart,  I  soon  recognized  to  be  the 
adorable    Narcissa   and    Miss   Williams.     I 
felt  the  strongest  agitation  of  soul  at  the 
sight;  and  guessing  that  they  would  repose 
themselves   in   the   alcove,  stepped   into  it 
unperceived,  and  laid  upon  the  stone  table  p. 
picture  of  myself  in  miniature,  for  which  1 
had  sat  in  London,  purposing  to  leave  it  with 
Narcissa  before  I  should  go  abroad.     I  ex- 
posed it  in  this  manner,  as  an  introduction 
to  my  own  appearance,  wliich,  without  some 
previous  intimation,  I  was  afraid  might  have 
an  unlucky  effect  upon  the  delicate  nerves 
of  my  fair  enslaver  ;  and  then  withdrew  into 
the  thicket,  where   I   could  hear  their  dis 
course,  and  suit  myself  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  occasion.     As  they  advanced,  I  ob- 
served an  air  of  melancholy  in  the  counte- 
nance of  Narcissa,  blended  with  such  un- 
speakable   sweetness,    that   I   could   scarce 
refrain  from  flying  into  her  arms,  and  kissing 
away  the  pearly  drop  that  stood  collected  in 
each  bewitching  eye.     According  to  my  ex- 
pectation, she  entered  the  alcove,  and,  per- 
ceiving something  on  the  table,  took  it  up. 
No  sooner  did  she  cast  her  eye  upon  the 
features,  than,  startled  at  the  resemblance, 
she   cried, —  "  Good   God  !"   and  the  roses 
instantly  vanished  from  her  cheeks.     Her 
confidant,  alarmed  at  this  exclamation,  look- 
ed at  the  picture,  and,  struck  with  the  like- 
ness, exclaimed, — "  O  Jesus  !   the  very  fea- 
tures  of  Mr   Random  !"     Narcissa,   having 
recollected   herself  a  little,  said, — "  What- 
ever angel  brought  it  hither  as  a  comfort  to 
me  in  my  affliction,  I  am  thankful  for  the 
benefit,  and  will  preserve  it  as  the  dearest 
object  of  my  care."     So  saying,  she  kissed 
it  with   surprising  ardour,  shed   a  flood  of 
tears,  and  then  deposited  the  lifeless  image 
in  her  lovely  bosom.     Transported  at  these 
symptoms  of  her  unalter?d  affection,  I  was 
about  to  throw  myself  at  her  feet,  when  Miss 
Williams,  whose  reflection  was  less  engaged 
than  that  of  her  mistress,  observed  that  the 
picture  could  not  transport  itself  hither,  and 
that  she  could  not  help  thinking  I  was  not 
far  off.     The  gentle  Narcissa,  starting  at  this 
conjecture,  answered, — "Heaven  forbid  !  for, 
altnough  nothing  in  the  universe  could  yield 
me  satisfastion  equal  to  that  of  his  presence 
for  one  poor  moment,  in  a  proper  place,  I 
would  rather  forfeit  his  company — almost  for 
ever,  than  to  see  him  here,  v.here  his  life 
would  bo  exposed  to  so  much  danger."     1 
could  no  longer  restrain  the  impulse  of  my 
passion,  but,  breaking  from  my  concealment, 
stood  before  her,  when  she  uttered  a  fearfu] 
shriek,  and  fainted  in  the  arms  of  her  com- 
panion.    I  flew  towards  the  treasure  of  my 
soul,  clasped  her  in  my  embrace,  and,  with 
the  warmth  of  my  kisses,  brought  her  again 
to  life.     Oh  that  I  were  endowed  with  the 
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expression  of  a  Raphael,  tlip  praccs  of  a 
Guido,  tlie  magic  touches  of  a  Titian,  tliat  I 
might  represent  the  fond  concern,  the  cliast- 
cned  rapture  and  ingenuous  blush,  that  min- 
gled on  her  beauteous  face,  wlien  she  opened 
her  eyes  upon  me,  and  pronounced, — "  O 
heavens  !  is  it  you  !" 

I  am  afraid  I  have  already  encroached 
upon  the  reader's  patience  with  the  particu- 
lars of  this  amour,  on  which  (I  own)  I  can- 
not help  being  imi)ertincntiy  circumstantial. 
I  shall  therefore  omit  the  less  material  pass- 
ages of  this  interview,  during  which  I  con- 
vinced her  reason,  though  I  could  not  ap- 
pease the  ead  presages  of  lier  love,  with 
regard  to  the  long  voyage  and  dangers  I 
must  undergo.  When  we  liad  spent  an  hour 
(which  was  all  she  could  spare  from  the  bar- 
barity of  her  brotlier's  vigilance)  in  lamcnt- 
•  ing  over  our  hard  fate,  and  in  repeating  our 
reciprocal  vows,  Miss  Williams  reminded  us 
of  the  necessity  there  was  for  our  immediate 
parting;  and,  sure,  lovers  never  parted  with 
Buch  sorrow  and  reluctance  as  we.  But  be- 
cause my  words  are  incapable  of  doing  justice 
to  this  affecting  circumstance,  I  am  obliged 
to  draw  a  veil  over  it,  and  observe,  that  I 
returned  in  the  dark  to  the  house  of  Mrs 
Sagely,  who  was  overjoyed  to  hear  of  my 
success,  and  opposed  the  tumults  of  my  grief 
with  such  strength  of  reason,  that  my  mind 
regained  in  some  measure  its  tranquillity; 
and,  that  very  night,  after  having  forced  upon 
tlie  good  gentlewoman  a  purse  of  twenty 
puineas,  as  a  token  of  my  gratitude  and 
esteem,  I  took  my  leave  of  her,  and  set  out 
on  foot  for  the  inn,  where  my  arrival  freed 
Jionest  Strap  from  the  horrors  of  unutterable 
dread.  We  took  horse  immediately,  and 
alighted  early  next  morning  at  Deal,  where 
I  found  my  uncle  in  great  concern  on  account 
of  my  absence,  because  ho  had  received  his 
despatches,  and  must  have  weighed  with  the 
first  fair  wind,  whether  I  had  been  on  board 
or  not.  Ne.\t  day,  a  brisk  easterly  gale 
springing  up,  we  set  sail,  and  in  eight  and 
Ibrly  hours  got  clear  of  the  Channel. 

When  we  were  about  two  iiundred  leagues 
■o  westward  of  the  Land's  end,  the  captain 
taking  me  apart  into  the  cabin,  told  me  that, 
now  he  was  permitted  by  his  instructions, 
he  would  disclose  the  intent  and  destination 
of  our  voyage.  "  The  ship,"  said  he,  •'  which 
has  been  fitted  out  at  a  great  expense,  is 
bound  for  the  coast  of  Guinea,  where  we  shall 
exchange  part  of  our  cargo  for  slaves  and 
gold  dust;  from  thence  we  will  transport  our 
negroes  to  Buenos  Ayres  in  New  Spain, 
where  (by  virtue  of  passports  obtained  from 
niir  own  court  and  that  of  Madrid)  we  will 
dispose  of  them  and  the  goods  that  remain 
on  board  for  silver,  by  means  of  our  super- 
cargo, who  is  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
the  coast,  the  lingo,  and  inhabitants."  Being 
thus  let  into  the  secret  of  our  expedition,  I 
xrrowed  of  the  Bupercargo  a  Spanish  gram- 
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mar,  dictionary,  and  some  other  roaks  of  the 
same  language,  which  I  studied  with  such 
application,  that,  before  we  arrived  in  New 
Spain,  I  could  maintain  a  conversation  with 
him  in  that  tongue.  Being  arrived  in  the 
warm  latitudes,  1  ordered  (with  Uui  captain's 
consent)  the  whole  shi[)'s  company  to  bo 
blooded  and  purged,  myself  undergoing  the 
same  evacuation,  in  order  to  prevent  those 
dangerous  fevers  to  which  northern  consti- 
tutions arc  subject  in  hot  climates  ;  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  this  precaution 
was  not  unserviceable,  for  we  lost  but  one 
sailor  during  our  whole  passage  to  the  coast. 
One  day,  when  we  had  been  about  five 
weeks  at  sea,  we  descried  to  windward  a 
large  ship  bearing  down  upon  us  with  all  the 
sail  she  could  carry.  Upon  which  my  uncle 
ordered  the  studding-sails  to  be  hoisted,  and 
the  ship  to  be  cleared  for  engaging  ;  but, 
finding  that  (to  use  the  seaman's  phrase)  we 
were  very  much  wronged  by  the  ship  which 
had  us  in  chase,  and  which  by  this  time  had 
hoisted  French  colours,  he  commanded  the 
studding-sails  to  be  taken  in,  the  courses  to 
be  clewed  up,  the  main-topsail  to  be  backed, 
the  tompions  to  be  taken  out  of  the  guns, 
and  every  man  to  repair  to  his  quarters. 
While  every  body  was  busied  in  the  perform- 
ance of  these  orders.  Strap  came  upon  the 
quarter-deck,  trembling  and  looking  aghast, 
and,  with  a  voice  half  suppressed  by  fear, 
asked  if  I  thought  we  were  a  match  for  the 
vessel  in  pursuit  of  us.  Observing  his  con- 
sternation, I  said,  "  What  !  are  you  afraid, 
Strap!"  "  AtVaid  !"  he  replied  ;  "  n-n-no  ; 
what  should  I  be  afraid  of!  I  thank  God  I 
have  a  clear  conscience  :  but  I  believe  it  will 
be  a  bloody  battle,  and  I  wish  you  may  not 
have  occasion  for  another  hand  to  assist  you 
in  the  cockpit."  I  immediately  perceived 
his  drift,  and,  making  the  captain  acquainted 
with  his  situation,  desired  he  might  be  sta- 
tioned below  with  ine  and  my  mates.  My 
uncle,  incensed  at  his  pusillanimity,  bade  me 
send  him  down  instantly,  that  his  fear  might  • 
not  infect  the  ship's  company  ;  v.'hereupon,  I 
told  the  poor  steward  that  I  had  begged  him 
for  my  assistant,  and  desired  him  to  go  down 
and  help  my  mates  to  get  ready  the  instru- 
ments and  dressings.  Notwithstanding  the 
satisfaction  he  must  have  felt  at  these  tidings, 
he  affected  a  shyness  of  quitting  tiie  uppei 
deck  ;  and  said,  he  hoped  I  did  not  imagine 
he  was  afraid  to  do  his  duty  above  board  ; 
for  he  believed  himself  as  well  prepared  foi 
death  as  any  man  in  the  ship,  no  disparage- 
ment to  me  or  the  captain.  I  was  disgusted 
at  his  affectation,  and,  in  order  to  punish  his 
hypocrisy,  assured  him  he  might  take  hi.s 
choice  cither  of  going  down  to  the  cockpit 
with  me,  or  of  slaying  upon  deck  during  the 
engagement.  Alarmed  at  this  indifference 
he  replied,  "  Well,  to  oblige  you,  IJJl  gc 
down,  but  remember  it  is  more  for  your  sake 
than  my  own."     So  savinff,  he  disappeared 
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in  a  twinkling,  without  waiting  for  an  an- 
.  swer. 

Jiy  this  time  we  could  observe  two  tier  of 
gim.s  in  the  ship  which  pursued  u=,  and 
which  was  now  but  two  short  miles  astern. 
This  discovery  had  an  evident  effect  upon 
Ihc  sailors,  wlio  did  not  scruple  to  say,  that 
we  should  be  torn  to  pieces,  and  blown  out 
of  the  water ;  and  that,  if  in  case  any  of  them 
sh(!uld  lose  their  precious  limbs,  they  must 
go  a  begging  for  life,  for  there  was  no  pro- 
vision made  by  the  merchants  for  those  poor 
eouls  who  are  maimed  in  their  service.  The 
captain,  understanding  this  backwardness, 
ordered  the  crew  abaft,  and  spoke  to  them 
,hus:  "My  lads,  lam  told  you  liangan  a — se. 
I  have  gone  to  sea  thirty  years,  a  man  and  a 
poy,  and  never  saw  English  sailors  afraid 
before.  Mayhap  you  may  think  I  want  to 
expose  you  for  the  lucre  of  gain.  Whoso- 
ever thinks  so,  thinks  a  d — ned  lie,  for  my 
.whole  cargo  is  insured  ;  so  that,  in  case  I 
should  be  taken,  my  loss  would  not  be  great. 
The  enemy  is  stronger  than  we,  to  be  sure. 
What  then?  have  we  not  a  chance  for  carry- 
mg  away  one  of  her  masts,  and  so  get  clear 
of  her?  if  v/e  find  her  too  hard  for  us,  'tis 
but  striking  at  last.  If  any  man  is  hurt  in 
the  engngen^ent,  I  promise,  on  the  word  of 
an  honest  seaman,  to  make  him  a  recom- 
pense according  to  his  loss.  So  now,  you 
that  are  lazy,  lubberly,  cowardly  dogs,  get 
away  and  skulk  in  the  hold  and  bread-room; 
and  you  that  are  jolly  boys,  stand  by  me, 
and  let  is  give  one  broadside  for  the  honour 
of  Old  England."  Tiiis  eloquent  harangue 
was  so  well  adapted  to  the  disposition  of  his 
hearers,  that  one  and  all  of  them,  pulling  off 
their  hats,  waved  them  over  their  heads,  and 
saluted  him  with  three  cheers;  upon  winch 
he  sent  his  boy  for  two  large  case-bottles  of 
brandy,  and,  having  treated  every  man  with 
a  dram,  they  repaired  to  their  quarters,  and 
waited  impatiently  for  the  word  of  command. 
I  must  do  my  uncle  the  justice  to  say,  that, 
in  the  v/hoie  of  his  disposition,  he  behaved 
with  the  utmost  intrepidity,  conduct,  and 
deliberation.  The  enemy  being  very  near, 
he  ordered  me  to  my  station,  and  was  just 
going  to  give  the  word  for  hoisting  the  co- 
lours, and  firing,  when  the  supposed  French- 
man hauled  down  his  white  pennant,  jack, 
and  ensign,  hoisted  English  ones,  and  fired 
a  gun  a-head  of  us.  This  was  a  joyful  event 
to  Captain  Bowling,  who  immediately  showed 
his  colours,  and  fired  a  gun  to  leeward  ;  upon 
which  the  other  ship  ran  along-side  of  us, 
hailed  him,  and,  giving  him  to  know  that  she 
was  an  Enoflish  man-of-war  of  forty  guns, 
ordered  him  to  hoist  out  his  boat  and  come 
on  board.  This  command  he  obeyed  with 
Khc  more  alacrity,  because  upon  inquiry  he 
i'cund  that  she  was  commanded  by  an  Did 
messmate  of  his,  who  was  overjoyed  to  see 
bim,  detained  him  to  dinner,  and  sent  his 
jarge  fjr  the  supercargo  and  me,  who  were 


very  much  caressed  on  his  account.  As  thia 
commander  was  destined  to  cruise  upon  the 
French  in  the  latitude  of  Martinico,  his  stem 
and  quarters  were  adorned  with  white 
flowers-de-lis,  and  the  whole  shell  of  the 
ship  so  much  disguised  for  a  decoy  to  the 
enemy,  that  it  was  no  wonder  my  uncle  did 
not  know  her,  although  he  had  sailed  on 
board  of  her  many  years.  We  kept  com- 
pany with  her  four  days,  during  which  time 
the  captains  were  never  asunc-ler,  and  then 
parted,  our  course  lying  diflTerent  from  hers. 

In  less  than  a  fortnight  after  our  separa- 
tion, we  made  the  land  of  Guinea,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Gambia  ;  and  trading 
along  the  coast  as  far  to  the  southward  of 
the  line  as  Angola  and  Bengula,  in  less  than 
six  months  disposed  of  the  greatest  part  of 
our  cargo,  and  purchased  four  hundred  ne- 
groes, my  adventure  having  been  laid  out  in 
gold  dust. 

Our  compliment  being  made  up,  we  took 
our  departure  from  Cape  Negro,  and  arrived 
in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  in  six  weeks,  having 
met  with  nothing  remarkable  in  our  voyage, 
except  an  epidemic  fever,  not  unlike  the  jail 
distemper,  which  broke  out  among  our  slaves, 
and  carried  off  a  good  many  of  the  ship's 
company ;  among  whom  I  lost  one  of  my 
mates,  and  poor  Strap  had  well  nigh  given 
up  the  ghost.  Having  produced  our  passport 
to  the  Spanish  governor,  we  were  received 
with  great  courtesj',  sold  our  slaves  in  a 
very  few  days,  and  could  have  put  off  five 
times  the  number  at  our  own  price  ;  though 
we  were  obliged  to  smuggle  the  rest  of  our 
merchandise,  consisting  of  European  bale- 
goods,  which,  however,  we  made  shift  to  dis- 
pose  of  at  a  great  advantage. 


CHAPTER  LXVI. 

/  am  invited  to  the  villa  of  a  Spanish  don, 
where  we  meet  with  an  English  gentle- 
man, and  make  a  very  interesting  dis- 
covery— we  leave  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
arrive  at  Jamaica. 

OvR  ship  being  freed  from  the  disagreeable 
lading  of  negroes,  to  whom  indeed  I  had 
been  a  miserable  slave  since  our  leaving  tho 
coast  of  Guinea,  I  began  to  enjoy  myself, 
and  breathe  with  pleasure  the  pure  air  of 
Paraguay,  this  pait  of  which  is  reckoned  the 
Montpelier  of  Sojth  America,  and  has  ob- 
tained, on  account  of  its  climate,  the  name 
of  Buenos  Ayres.  It  was  in  this  deliciouj 
place  that  I  gave  myself  entirely  up  to  the 
thoughts  of  my  d(ar  Narcissa,  whose  image 
still  kept  possession  of  my  breast,  and  whose 
charms,  enhanced  by  absence,  apj)eared  to 
my  imagination,  if  possible,  more  engaging 
than  ever !  I  calculated  the  profits  of  my 
voyage,  which  even  exceeded  my  expcctfc- 
tion  ;  resolved  to  purchase  a  handsome  sine 
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cure  upon  my  arrival  in  England,  and,  if  I 
should  lind  the  squire  as  averse  to  nie  as  ever, 
marry  liis  sister  by  stealth  ;  and  in  case  our 
family  sliould  increase,  rely  upon  the  gene- 
rosity of  my  uncle,  who  was  by  this  time 
worth  a  considerable  sum. 

While  I  amused  myself  with  these  agree- 
able projects,  and  the  transporting  hopes  of 
enjoying  Narcissa,  we  were  very  much  ca- 
ressed by  the  Sjjanish  gentlemen,  who  fre- 
quently formed  parties  of  pleasure  for  our 
entertainment,  in  which  we  made  excursions 
a  good  way  into  the  country.  Among  those 
who  signalized  themselves  by  their  civility 
to  us,  there  was  one  Don  Antonio  de  Ribera, 
a  very  polite  young  gentleman,  with  whom 
I  had  contracted  an  intimate  friendship,  who 
invited  us  one  day  to  his  country  house,  and, 
as  a  further  inducement  to  our  compliance, 
promised  to  procure  for  us  the  company  of 
an  English  signor,  who  had  been  settled  in 
those  parts  many  years,  and  acquired  the 
love  and  esteem  of  the  whole  province  by 
his  affability,  good  sense,  and  honourable 
behaviour. 

We  accepted  his  invitation,  and  set  out 
for  his  villa,  where  we  had  not  been  longer 
than  an  hour,  when  the  person  arrived,  in 
whose  favour  I  had  been  so  much  [)repos- 
sessed.  lie  was  a  tall  man,  remarkably  well 
shaped,  of  a  fine  vf^^^n  and  appearance,  com- 
manding respect,, r.rV.  '-j^emed  to  be  turned 
of  forty ;  the  features  ot  his  face  were  sad- 
dened witli  a  reserve  and  gravity,  which  in 
other  countries  would  have  been  thought  the 
effect  of  melancholy  ;  but  here  appeared  to 
liave  been  contracted  by  his  commerce  with 
the  Spaniards,  who  are  remarkable  for  that 
severity  of  countenance.  Understanding 
from  Don  Antonio  that  wo  were  his  cotmtry- 
men,  he  saluted  us  all  round  very  complai- 
sanlly,  and,  fixing  his  eyes  very  attentively 
on  me,  uttered  a  deep  sigh.  I  had  been 
struck  with  a  profound  veneration  for  him  at 
his  first,  coming  into  the  room  ;  and  no 
sooner  observed  this  expression  of  his  sorrow 
directed,  as  it  were,  in  a  particular  manner 
to  me,  than  my  heart  took  part  in  his  grief; 
I  sympathized  involuntarily,  and  sighed  in 
my  turn.  Having  asked  leave  of  our  enter- 
tainer, he  accosted  us  in  English,  professed 
his  satisfa-ction  at  seeing  so  many  of  his 
•  countrymen  in  such  a  remote  place,  and 
asked  the  captain,  who  went  by  the  name  of 
Signer  Thoma,  from  what  part  of  Britain  ho 
had  sailed,  and  whither  he  was  bound.  My 
uncle  told  him  that  we  had  sailed  from  tiie 
liver  Thames,  and  were  bound  to  the  same 
place  by  the  way  of  Jamaica,  where  we  in- 
:rndod  to  take  in  a  lading  of  sugar. 

Having  satisfied  himself  in  these  and  other 
particulars  about  the  state  of  the  war,  he 
gave  us  to  understand,  that  he  had  a  longing 
desire  to  revisit  his  native  country,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  had  already  transmitted 
lo  Europe  the  groatcst  part  of  h'o  fortune  in 


neutral  bnitoins,  and  would  willingly  embark 
the  rest  of  it  with  himself  in  our  ship,  pro. 
vided  the  captain  had  no  objection  to  such  a 
passenger.  My  uncle  very  prudently  replied, 
that  for  his  part  he  should  be  very  glad  of 
his  com|)any,  if  he  could  procure  the  consent 
of  the  governor,  witlu)ut  which  he  durst  not 
admit  him  on  board,  whatever  inclination  he 
had  to  oblige  him.  The  goiilleman  approved 
of  his  discretion,  and,  telling  him  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  con- 
nivance of  the  governor,  who  was  hia  good 
friend,  shifted  the  conversation  to  another 
subject. 

I  was  overjoyed  to  hear  his  intention,  and 
already  interested  myself  so  much  in  his  fa- 
vour, that,  had  he  been  disappointed,  I  should 
have  been  very  unhappy.  In  the  course  of 
our  entertainment,  he  eyed  me  with  uncom- 
mon atlachment:  I  felt  a  surprising  attraction 
towards  him  :  when  he  spoke,  I  listened  with 
attention  and  reverence  ;  the  dignity  of  his 
deportment  filled  me  with  affection  and  awe  ; 
and  in  short  th.e  emotions  of  my  soul,  in 
presence  of  this  stranger,  were  strong  and 
unaccountable. 

Having  spent  the  best  part  of  the  day  with 
us,  he  took  his  leave,  telling  Captain  Thoma, 
that  he  should  hear  from  him  in  a  short  time. 
He  was  no  sooner  gone  than  I  asked  a  thou- 
sand questions  about  him  of  Don  Antonio, 
who  could  give  me  no  other  satisfaction  than 
that  his  name  was  Don  Rodrigo,  that  he  had 
lived  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  in  those  parts, 
was  reputed  rich,  and  supposed  to  have  been 
unfortunate  in  his  younger  years,  because  he 
was  observed  to  nourish  a  pensive  melan- 
choly, even  from  the  time  of  his  first  settle- 
ment among  them  ;  but  that  nobody  had  ven- 
tured to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  his  sorrow, 
in  consideration  of  his  peace,  which  might 
suffer  in  the  recapttulation  of  his  misfortunes. 

I  was  seized  with  an  irresistible  desire  of 
knowing  the  particulars  of  his  fate,  and  en- 
joyed not  one  hour  of  repose  during  the 
whole  night,  by  reason  of  the  eager  concep- 
tions that  inspired  me  with  regard  to  his 
story,  which  I  resolved  (if  possible)  to  learn. 
Next  morning,  while  we  were  at  breakfast, 
three  mules  richly  comparisoned  arrived  with 
a  message  from  Don  Rodrigo,  desiring  our 
company,  and  that  of  Don  Antonio,  at  his 
house,  which  was  situated  about  ten  miles 
further  up  in  the  country.  I  was  pleased 
with  this  invitation,  in  conseruencc  of  which 
we  mounted  the  mules  which  lie  had  provided 
for  us,  and  alighted  at  his  house  before  noon. 
Here  we  were  splendidly  entertained  by  the 
generous  stranger,  who  still  seemed  to  show 
a  pa'ticular  regard  for  me,  and  afler  dinner 
made  me  a  present  of  a  ring  set  with  abeau- 
tiful  amethyst,  the  production  of  that  coun 
try,  saying,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was 
once  blessed  with  a  son,  who,  had  he  lived, 
would  have  been  nearly  of  my  age.  This 
observation,  delivered  wiih  a  profjund  sigb 
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made  my  lieart  throb  witli  violence  ;  a  crowd 
of  confused  ideas  rushed  upon  my  imagina- 
tion, wliich,  while  I  endeavoured  to  unravel, 
my  uncle,  perceiving  my  absence  of  thought, 
and  tapping  me  on  the  shoulder  said,  "  Oon-s, 
are  you  asleep,  Rory  ?"  Before  I  had  time 
to  reply,  Don  Rodrigo,  with  uncommon  eager- 
ness of  voice  and  look,  pronounced,  "Pray, 
captain,  what  is  the  young  gentleman's 
name]"  "  Ilia  name,"  said  my  uncle,  "is 
Roderick  Random."  "  Gracious  powers  !" 
cried  the  stranger,  starting  up — "  and  his 
mother's?"  "His  mother,"  answered  the 
captain  amazed,  "was  called  Charlotte  Bovv- 
,ing."  "  O  bounteous  heaven  !"  exclaimed 
Don  Rodrigo,  springing  across  the  table,  and 
clasping  me  in  his  arms,  "  my  son  !  my  son  ! 
have  I  found  thee  again  ?  do  I  hold  thee  in 
my  embrace,  after  having  lost  and  despaired 
of  seeing  thee  so  longi"  So  saying,  lie  fell 
apon  my  neck,  and  wept  aloud  for  joy ;  while 
the  power  of  nature  operating  strongly  in  my 
breast,  I  was  lost  in  rapture,  and  while  he 
pressed  me  to  his  heart,  let  fall  a  shower  of 
tears  into  his  bosom.  His  utterance  was 
choked  up  a  good  while  by  the  agitation  of 
his  soul ;  at  length  he  broke  out  into,  "  Mys- 
terious Providence  !  O  my  dear  Charlotte, 
there  yet  remains  a  pledge  of  our  love  !  and 
Buch  a  pledge  ! — so  found  !  O  infinite  good- 
ness, let  me  adore  thy  all  wise  decrees!" 
Having  thus  expressed  himself,  he  kneeled 
upon  the  floor,  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  hands 
to  heaven,  and  remained  some  minutes  in  a 
silent  ecstasy  of  devotion.  I  put  myself  in 
the  same  posture,  adored  the  all  good  Dis- 
poser in  a  prayer  of  mental  thanksgiving  ; 
and,  when  his  ejaculation  was  ended,  did 
homage  to  my  father,  and  craved  his  pater- 
nal blessing.  He  hugged  me  again  with 
unutterable  fondness,  and,  having  implored 
the  protection  of  heaven  upon  my  head, 
raised  me  from  the  ground,  and  presented 
me  as  his  son  to  the  company,  who  wept  in 
concert  over  this  affecting  scene.  Among 
the  rest,  my  uncle  did  not  fail  to  discover  the 
goodness  and  joy  of  his  heart.  Albeit,  tnuised 
to  the  melting  mood,  he  blubbered  with  great 
tenderness,  and  wringing  my  father's  hand, 
cried,  "  Brother  Random,  Pm  rejoiced  to  see 
you — God  be  praised  for  this  happy  meeting !" 
Don  Rodrigo,  understanding  that  he  was  his 
brother-in-law,  embraced  him  affectionately, 
Kaymg,  "Are  you  my  Charlotte's  brother] 
Alas  !  unhappy  Charlotte  !  but  why  should  I 
repine]  we  shall  meet  again,  never  more  to 
part!  Brother,  you  are  truly  welcome.  Dear 
Fon,  I  am  transported  with  unspeakable  joy  ! 
This  day  is  a  jubilee — my  friends  and  servants 
fihall  share  my  satisfaction." 

While  he  despatched  messengers  to  the 
Ijcntlemen  in  tlie  neighbourhood,  to  announce 
this  evei.t,  and  gave  orders  for  a  grand  en- 
tertainment, I  was  so  much  affected  with  the 
Unnults  of  passion,  which  assailed  me  on 
lliis  ^f  ;at,  sudden,  and  unexpected  occasion, 


that  I  fell  sick,  fevered,  anc  in  less  than  ihiea 
hours  became  quite  delirious ;  so  that  the 
preparations  wore  countermanded,  and  the 
joy  of  the  family  converted  into  grief  and 
despair.  Physicians  were  instantly  called,  1 
was  plentifully  blooded  in  the  foot,  my  lower 
extremities  were  bathed  in  a  decoction  of 
salutiferous  herbs  :  in  ten  hours  after  I  wa« 
taken  ill,  I  enjoyed  a  critical  sweat,  and  next 
day  felt  no  remains  of  the  distemper,  but  an 
agreeable  lassitude,  which  did  not  hinder  me 
from  getting  up.  During  the  progress  of 
this  fever,  which,  from  the  term  of  its  dura- 
tion, is  called  ephemera,  my  fatiier  never 
once  quitted  my  bedside,  but  administered 
the  prescriptions  of  the  physicians  with  the 
most  pious  care ;  while  Captain  Bowling 
manifested  his  concern  by  the  like  attendance. 
I  no  sooner  found  myself  delivered  from  the 
disease,  than  I  bethoughtmyself  of  my  honest 
friend  Strap  ;  and  resolving  to  make  him 
happy  forthwith  in  the  knowledge  of  my 
good  fortune,  told  my  father,  in  general,  that 
I  had  been  infinitely  obliged  to  this  faithful 
adherent,  and  begged  he  would  indulge  me 
so  far  as  to  send  for  him,  without  letting  him 
know  my  happiness,  until  he  could  receive  an 
account  of  it  from  my  own  mouth. 

My  request  was  instantly  complied  with, 
and  a  messenger  with  a  spare  mule  des- 
patched to  the  ship,  carrying  orders  from  the 
captain  to  the  mate  "^-ro  end  the  steward  by 
the  bearer.  My  htfci'/Ai  being,  in  the  mean 
time,  re-established,  and  my  mind  composed, 
I  began  to  relish  this  important  turn  of  my 
fortune,  in  reflecting  upon  the  advantages 
with  which  it  must  be  attended  ;  and,  as  the 
idea  of  my  lovely  Narcissa  always  joined 
itself  to  every  scene  of  happiness  I  co'ild 
imagine,  I  entertained  myself  now  with  the 
prospect  of  possessing  her  in  that  distin- 
guished sphere  to  which  she  was  entitled  by 
her  birth  and  qualifications.  Having  often 
mentioned  her  name  while  I  was  deprived 
of  my  senses,  my  father  guessed  that  there 
was  an  intimate  connexion  between  us,  and 
discovering  the  picture  that  hung  in  my  bo- 
som by  a  riband,  did  not  doubt  that  it  was 
the  resemblance  of  my  amiable  mistress.  In 
this  belief  he  was  confirmed  by  my  uncle, 
who  told  him  that  it  was  the  picture  of  a 
young  woman,  to  whom  I  vras  under  promise 
of  marriage.  Alarmed  at  this  piece  of  infor, 
mation,  Don  Rodrigo  took  the  first  opportu- 
nity of  questioning  me  about  tiie  particulars 
of  this  affair,  which  when  I  had  candidly 
accounted,  he  approved  of  my  passion,  and 
promised  to  contribute  all  in  liis  power  to- 
wards its  success.  Though  I  never  doubted 
his  generosity,  I  was  transported  on  this 
occasion,  and,  throwing  myself  at  his  feet, 
told  iiim  he  had  now  completed  my  happi- 
ness, for.  without  the  possession  of  Narcissa, 
I  sliould  be  miseiable  among  all  the  plcasurea 
of  life.  lie  raised  me  with  a  smile  of  pater- 
nal fondness ;  said,  lie  knew  what  it  W8.s  tc 
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be  in  love. ;  and  observed,  tliat,  if  lie  liad 
been  as  tenderly  beloved  by  Ills  fatlier  as  I 
was  by  mine,  he  should  not  now  perhaps  liavo 

cause here  lie  was  interrupted  by  a  sigh, 

liie  tear  rushed  into  iiis  eye,  lie  suppressed 
■.he  dictates  ot'liis  grief,  and,  tlic  time  bein<^ 
opportune,  desired  me  to  relate  the  passages 
of  my  life,  which  my  uncle  had  told  him  were 
manifold  and  surprisirig.  I  recounted  the 
most  material  circumstances  of  my  fortune, 
to  which  he  listened  with  wonder  and  atten- 
tion, manifesting  from  time  to  time  tliosc 
diflcrent  emotions  which  my  different  situ- 
ations may  be  sui)posed  to  have  raised  in  a 
parent's  breast ;  and,  when  my  detail  was 
ended,  blessed  (lod  for  the  adversity  I  had 
undergone,  which,  he  said,  enlarged  the  un- 
derstanding, improved  the  heart,  steeled  the 
constitution,  and  qualified  a  young  man  for 
all  the  duties  and  enjoyments  of  life  much 
better  than  any  education  which  affluence 
could  bestow. 

When  I  had  thus  satisfied  his  curiosity,  I 
discovered  an  inclination  to  hear  the  parti- 
culars of  his  story,  which  he  gratified  by  be- 
ginning with  his  marriage,  and  proceeded  to 
the  day  of  his  disappearing,  as  I  have  related 
in  the  first  part  of  my  memoirs.  "Careless 
of  life,"  continued  he,  '•  and  unable  to  live  in 
a  place  where  every  object  recalled  tlic  mem- 
ory of  my  dear  Cliarlotte,  whom  I  had  lost 
through  the  barbarity  of  an  unnatural  jiarent, 
I  took  my  leave  of  you,  my  child,  then  an 
infant,  with  a  heart  full  of  unutterable  wo, 
but  little  suspecting  that  my  father's  unkind- 
iiess  would  have  descended  to  my  innocent 
orphan  ;  and,  setting  out  alone  at  midnight 
for  the  nearest  seaport,  carlj'  next  morning 
got  on  board  a  ship,  bound,  as  I  had  heard, 
Jor  France  ;  and,  bargaining  with  the  master 
for  my  passage,  bade  a  long  adieu  to  my 
native  country,  and  put  to  sea  with  the  first 
fair  wind.  The  place  of  our  destination  was 
Granville,  but  we  had  the  misfi)rtune  to  run 
upon  a  ridge  of  rocks  near  the  island  of  Al- 
derney,  called  the  Caskets,  where,  the  sea 
running  high,  the  ship  went  to  pieces,  the 
boat  sunk  alongsidf;,  and  every  soul  onboard 
perished,  except  myself,  who,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  a  grating,  got  on  the  coast  of  Nor- 
mandy. I  went  directly  to  Caen,  where  I 
was  so  lucky  as  to  meet  with  a  count,  whom 
I  had  formerly  known  in  my  travels  :  with 
this  gentleman  I  set  out  for  Paris,  where  I 
was  recommended  by  him  and  other  friends 
as  tutor  to  a  young  nobleman,  whom  I  ac- 
companied to  the  court  of  Spain.  There  we 
remained  a  whole  year,  at  the  end  of  wiiich, 
my  pupil  being  recalled  by  his  father,  I  quit- 
ted my  office,  and  stayed  behind,  by  the  advice 
of  a  certain  Spanish  grandee,  who  took  me 
mto  his  protection,  and  introduced  me  to 
another  nobleman,  who  wjis  afterwards  cre- 
ated viceroy  of  Peru.  He  insisted  upon 
my  attending  hisn  to  his  government  in  the 
Indies,  where,  however,  by  reason  of  my 
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religion,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  make  my 
fortune  any  other  way  than  by  encouraging 
me  to  trade,  which  1  had  not  long  prosecuted 
when  my  patron  died,  and  I  found  myself  in 
the  midst  of  strangers,  without  one  friend  to 
support  or  protect  me.  Urged  by  this  con- 
sideration, I  sold  my  effects,  and  removed  to 
this  country,  the  governor  of  which,  having 
been  appointed  by  the  viceroy,  was  my  inti- 
mate acquaintance.  Here  has  heaven  pros- 
pered my  endeavours  during  a  residence  of 
sixteen  years,  in  which  my  tran(|uillity  was 
never  invaded  but  by  the  remembrance  of 
your  mother,  whose  death  I  have  in  secret 
mourned  without  ceasing,  and  the  reflection 
of  you,  wiiose  fate  I  could  never  learn,  not- 
withstanding all  my  inquiries  by  means  of 
my  friends  in  France,  who,  after  the  most 
strict  examination,  could  give  me  no  other 
account  than  that  you  went  abroad  six  years 
ago,  and  was  never  after  heard  of  I  could 
not  rest  satisfied  with  this  imperfect  infor- 
mation, and,  though  my  hope  of  finding  you 
was  but  languid,  resolved  to  go  in  quest  of 
you  in  person  ;  for  which  purpose  I  have  re- 
mitted to  Holland  the  value  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  am  in  possession  of  fifteen 
thousand  more,  with  which  1  intended  to 
embark  myself  on  board  of  Captain  Bowling, 
before  I  discovered  this  amazing  stroke  of 
Providence,  which,  you  may  be  sure,  has  not 
altered  my  intention." 

My  father,  having  entertained  us  with  this 
agreeable  sketch  of  his  life,  withdrew  in  order 
to  relieve  Don  Antonio,  who,  in  his  absence, 
had  done  the  honours  of  his  house  :  and  1 
was  just  dressed  for  my  appearance  among 
the  guests,  when  Strap  arrived  from  the  ship. 

He  no  sooner  entered  the  grand  apartment 
in  v/liich  I  was,  and  saw  the  magnificence  of 
my  apparel,  than  his  speech  was  lost  in 
amazement,  and  he  gaped  in  silence  at  the 
objects  that  surrounded  him.  I  took  him  by 
the  hand,  observed  that  I  had  sent  for  him  to 
be  a  witness  and  sharer  of  my  happiness,  and 
told  him  I  had  found  a  father.  At  these 
words  he  started,  and,  after  having  continued 
some  minutes  with  his  mouth  and  eyes  wide 
open,  cried,  "Ah! — odd,  I  know  what! — 
go  thy  ways,    poor   Narcissa,   and   go   thy 

ways,  somebody  else — well Lord,  what 

a  thing  is  love  !  God  help  us  !  arc  all  our 
mad  pranks  and  protestations  come  to  this  ' 
and  have  you  fixed  your  habitation  in  this 
distant  land  !  God  prosper  you — I  find  we 
must  part  at  last — for  I  would  not  leave  my 
poor  carcass  so  far  from  my  native  home  for 
all  the  wealth  of  the  universe  !"  With  these 
ejaculations,  he  began  to  sob  and  make  wry 
faces  ;  upon  which  I  assured  him  of  hi«  mis- 
take, both  in  regard  to  Narcissa  ami  my 
staying  in  Paraguay,  and  informed  him  aH 
briefly  as  I  could  of  the  great  event  that  had 
happened.  Never  was  rapture  more  ludi- 
crously expressed  than  in  the  b(  haviour  of 
this  worthy  creature,  ivho  cried,   laughed 
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wjiistlcd,  sung',  and  danced,  all  in  a  breath. 
His  transport  was  scarce  over,  when  my 
father  entered,  who  no  sooner  understood 
that  this  was  Strap,  than  he  took  him  by  the 
hand,  saying,  "  Is  this  the  honest  man  who 
befriended  you  so  much  in  your  distress? 
Vou  are  welcome  to  my  house,  and  I  will 
Boon  put  it  in  the  power  of  my  son  to  reward 
you  for  your  good  offices  in  his  behalf;  in 
the  mean  time  go  with  us,  and  partake  of 
Llie  repast  that  is  provided."  Strap,  wild  as 
he  was  with  joy,  would  by  no  means  accept 
of  the  proffered  honour,  crying,  "  God  forbid  ! 
I  know  my  distance — your  worship  shall  ex- 
cuse me."  And  Don  Rodrigo,  finding  his 
modesty  invincible,  recommended  iiim  to  his 
major-domo,  to  be  treated  with  tlie  utmost 
respect ;  wiiile  he  carried  me  into  a  large 
ealoon,  where  I  was  presented  to  a  numerous 
company,  who  loaded  me  with  compliments 
and  caresses,  and  congratulated  my  father  in 
terms  not  proper  for  m.e  to  repeat. 

Without  specifying  the  particulars  of  our 
entertainment,  lot  it  suffice  to  say,  it  was 
at  the  same  time  elegant  and  sumptuous, 
and  the  rejoicings  lasted  two  days:  after 
vv-hicli  Don  Rodrigo  settled  his  affairs,  con- 
verted his  effects  into  silver  and  gold, 
visited  and  took  leave  of  all  his  friends,  who 
were  grieved  at  his  departure,  and  iionoured 
me  with  considerable  presents  ;  and  coming 
on  board  of  my  uncle's  ship,  with  the  first 
fair  wind  we  sailed  from  tlie  Rio  do  la  Plata, 
and  in  two  months  came  safe  to  an  anchor 
in  the  harbour  of  Kingston,  in  the  island 
of  Jamaica. 


CHAPTER  LXVn. 

I  visit  my  old  friend  Thomson — we  set  sail 
for  Europe — 7nect  with  an  odd  adventure 
— arrive  in  England — /  ride  across  the 
country  from  Portsmouth  to  Sussex — 
converse  with  Mrs  Sagely,  who  informs 
me  of  Narcissa's  being  in  London — in 
const qiience  of  this  inielligence  I  pro- 
ceed to  Canterbury — meet  with  my  old 
friend  Morgan — arrive  at  London — visit 
Narcissa — introduce  my  father  to  her — 
he  is  charmed  with  her  good  sense  end 
beauty — we  come  to  a  determination  of 
demanding  her  brother's  con:ient  to  our 
marriage. 

I  INQUIRED,  ao  ?oon  as  I  got  ashore,  about 
my  generous  companion  Mr  Tliomson  ;  and 
nearing  that  he  lived  in  a  flourisliing  condi- 
tion upon  the  estate  left  him  by  his  wife's 
father,  who  had  been  dead  some  years,  I  took 
norse  mmiediately,  with  tlie  consent  of  Don 
Rodrigo,  who  iiad  heard  me  mention  him 
with  great  regard,  and  in  a  ^e\v  hours  reached 
Iho  place  of  liis  habitation. 

I  shojld  mud)  wrong  the  f'elicacy  of  Mr 
Thomson's  sentiments,  to  say  barely  he  was 


glad  to  see  me;  he  felt  all  that  the  mos' 
sensible  and  disinterested  friendship  could 
feel  on  tliis  occasion;  introduced  me  to  hia 
wife,  a  very  amiable  young  lady,  who  had 
already  blessed  him  with  two  fine  cliildren, 
and,  being  as  yet  ignorant  of  my  circum- 
stances, frankly  offered  me  the  assistance  of 
his  purse  and  interest.  I  thanked  him  for 
his  generous  intention,  and  made  him  ac 
quainted  with  my  situation,  on  which  he 
congratulated  me  with  great  joy,  and,  after 
I  had  stayed  with  him  a  wliole  day  and  niglit, 
accompanied  me  back  to  Kingston,  to  wait 
upon  my  father,  whom  he  invited  to  his 
house.  Don  Rodrigo  complied  with  his  re- 
quest, and,  having  been  handsomely  enter- 
tained during  the  space  of  aTveek,  returned, 
extremely  well  satisfied  with  the  behaviour 
of  my  friend  and  his  lady,  to  whom,  at  part- 
ing, he  presented  a  very  valuable  diamond 
ring,  as  a  token  of  his  esteem.  During  the 
course  of  my  conversation  with  Mr  Thomson, 
he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  his  and  my 
old  commander.  Captain  Oakum,  was  dead 
some  months  ;  and  that,  immediately  after 
his  death,  a  discovery  had  been  made  of  some 
valuable  effects  that  he  had  feloniously  se- 
creted out  of  a  prize,  by  the  assistance  of 
Dr  Mackshane,  who  was  now  actually  in 
prison  on  that  account,  and,  being  destitute 
of  friends,  subsisted  solely  on  the  charity  of 
my  friend,  whose  bounty  lie  had  implored  in 
the  most  abject  manner,  after  having  be'2n 
the  barbarous  occasion  of  driving  him  to  that 
terrible  e.xtremity  on  board  of  the  Thunder, 
which  we  have  formerly  related.  Whatso- 
ever this  wretch  might  have  been  guilty  of, 
I  applauded  Mr  Thomson's  generosity  to- 
wards him  in  his  distress,  which  wrought  sc 
much  upon  me  also,  that  I  sent  him  ten 
pistoles,  in  such  a  private  manner  that  he 
could  never  know  his  benefactor. 

While  my  fatiier  and  I  were  caressed 
among  the  gentlemen  on  shore,  Captain 
Bowling  had  written  to  his  owners  by  the 
packet,  which  sailed  a  few  days  after  our 
arrival,  signifying  his  prosperous  voyage 
hitherto,  and  desiring  them  to  insure  his 
ship  and  cargo  homeward-bound  ;  after  which 
precaution  he  applied  himself  so  heartily  to 
the  task  of  loading  his  ship,  that,  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr  Thomson,  she  was  full  in 
less  than  six  weeks.  This  kind  gentleman 
likewise  procured  for  Don  Rodrigo  bills  upon 
London  for  the  greatest  part  of  his  gold  and 
silver,  by  which  means  it  was  secured  against 
the  risk  of  the  seas  and  the  enemy  ;  and- 
before  we  sailed,  supplied  us  with  such  large 
quantities  of  all  kinds  of  stock,  that  not  only 
we,  but  the  ship's  company,  fared  eumptit- 
ously  during  the  voyage. 

Every  thing  being  ready,  we  took  our  leave 
of  our  kind  entertainers,  and,  going  on  board 
at  Port  Royal,  set  sail  for  England  on  the 
first  day  of  June.  We  beat  up  to  wiiuiward, 
with  fine  easy  wcatlicr :  and  one  night,  ^eliuv 
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injj  ourselves  near  Ciipe  Tiboroon,  lay  too, 
wuh  an  intention  to  wood  and  water  next 
niornino  in  the  bay.  While  we  remained  in 
this  situation,  a  t^ailor,  havin^,'  drank  more 
new  rum  than  lie  could  curry,  staggered 
overboard,  and,  notwiihstanding  all  the  means 
that  could  bo  used  to  |)reservu  him,  went  to 
Ihe  bottom  and  disa|)peared.  About  two 
hours  alter  tlii.s  melancholy  accident  hap- 
pened, as  I  enjoyed  the  cool  air  on  the 
quarter  deck,  1  heard  a  voice  rising,  as  it 
were,  out  of  the  sea,  and  culling, — "  ho,  the 
ship,  ahoy  !"  Upon  which  one  of  tlie  men 
upon  the  forecastle  cried, — "  I'll  be  damn'd 
il'tliat  an't  Jack  Marlinspikc,  who  went  over- 
hoard  1"  Not  a  little  surprised  at  this  event, 
I  jumped  into  the  boat  that  lay  along-side, 
with  the  second  mate  and  four  men,  and, 
rowing  towards  the  place  from  whence  the 
voice  (^wliich  repeated  the  hail)  seemed  to 
proceed,  we  perceived  something  lloating 
upon  the  water;  when  we  had  rowed  a  little 
farther,  wc  discerned  it  to  be  a  man  riding 
upon  a  hencoop,  who,  seeing  us  approach, 
pronounced  with  a  lioarse  voice, — "  damn 
your  bloods  !  why  did  you  not  answer  when 
I  hailed!"  Our  mate,  who  was  a  veritable 
seaman,  hearing  this  salute,  said, — "  By  G — , 
my  lads,  this  is  none  of  our  man  :  this  is  the 
devil — pull  away  for  the  ship."  The  fellows 
obeyed  his  command,  without  question,  and 
were  already  some  fathoms  on  our  return, 
when  I  insisted  on  tkei  taking  up  the  poor 
creature,  and  prevailed  \  pon  them  to  go  back 
to  the  wreck,  which  when  we  came  near  the 
ftecond  time,  and  signified  our  intention,  we 
received  an  answer  of — "Avast,  avast, — what 
eiiip,  broliier!"  Being  satisfied  in  this  par- 
ticular, he  cried, — "  Damn  the  ship  !  I  was  in 
hopes  it  had  been  my  own — where  are  you 
bound!"  We  satisfied  his  curiosity  in  this 
particular  too  :  upon  which  he  suffered  him- 
self to  be  taken  on  hoard,  and  after  having 
been  comforted  with  a  dram,  told  us  he  be- 
longed to  the  Vesuvio  man  of  war,  upon  a 
cruise  oflT  the  island  of  Ilispaniola  ;  that  he 
had  fallen  overboard  about  four-and-twenty 
hours  ago,  and  the  ship  being  under  sail, 
they  did  not  choose  to  bring  too,  but  tossed 
a  hencoop  overboard  for  his  convenience, 
'ipon  which  lie  was  in  good  hopes  of  reach- 
,ng  the  cape  ne.vt  morning;  howsomever,  he 
i\as  as  well  content  to  be  aboard  of  us,  be- 
cause he  did  not  doul)t  that  we  should  meet 
hia  ship;  and,  if  he  had  gone  ashore  in  the 
bay,  he  might  have  boon  taken  prisoner  by 
tlie  French.  My  uncle  and  father  were  very 
much  diverted  with  tlie  account  of  this  fellow's 
unconcerned  behaviour;  and,  in  two  days, 
meeting  with  the  Vesuvio,  as  he  expected, 
Bent  him  on  board  of  hi;r,  according  to  liis 
desire. 

Having  beat  np  successfully  the  windward 
passage,  we  stretched  to  the  northward,  and, 
falling  in  with  a  westerly  wind,  in  eigiit 
weeks  arrivec'  in  soundings,  and  in  two  days 


after  made  the  Lizard.  It  is  inii)nssib!e  to 
express  the  jny  1  felt  at  the  sight  of  English 
ground.  Don  Rodrigo  was  not  unmoved( 
and  Strap  shed  tears  of  gladness.  The  sail- 
ors profited  by  our  satisfaction,  the  shoe  that 
was  nailed  to  the  mast  being  quite  filled  with 
our  liberality.  My  uncle  resolved  to  run  up 
into  the  Downs  at  once  ;  but  the  wind  shill- 
ing when  we  were  abreast  of  the  isle  of 
Wight,  he  was  obligcil  to  turn  into  St  He- 
len's, and  come  to  Si)illiead,  to  the  great 
mortification  of  the  crew,  tiiirly  of  wliom 
were  immediately  pressed  on  board  of  a  man 
of  war. 

My  father  and  I  went  ashore  immediately 
at  Portsmouth,  leaving  Strap  with  the  captain 
to  go  round  with  the  ship  and  lake  care  of 
our  effects ;  and  I  discovered  so  much  impa- 
tience to  see  my  charming  Narcissa,  that  my 
father  permitted  me  to  ride  across  the  coun- 
try to  her  brother's  house,  while  he  sliould 
hire  a  post-chaise  for  London,  where  he 
would  wait  for  me  at  a  place  to  which  I  di- 
rected him. 

Fired  with  all  the  eagerness  of  passion,  I 
took  post  that  very  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing reached  an  inn,  about  three  miles  from 
the  squire's  habitation ;  where  I  remained 
till  evening,  allaying  the  torture  of  my  im- 
patience with  the  rapturous  hope  of  seeing 
that  divine  creature,  after  an  absence  of 
eighteen  months,  which,  far  from  imj)airing, 
had  raised  my  love  to  the  moste.xalted  pitch. 
Neither  were  my  relictions  free  from  appre- 
hensions, that  sometimes  intervened  in  spite 
of  all  my  hope,  and  represented  her  as  hav- 
ing yielded  to  the  importunity  of  her  brother, 
and  blessed  the  arms  of  a  hapjiy  rival.  My 
thoughts  were  even  maddened  with  the  fear 
of  her  death  ;  and  when  I  arrived  in  the  dark 
at  the  house  of  Mrs  Sagely,  I  had  not  for 
some  time  courage  to  desire  admittance,  lest 
my  soul  should  be  shocked  with  dismal  ti- 
dings. At  length,  however,  I  knocked,  and 
no  sooner  certified  the  good  gentlewoman  of 
my  voice,  than  she  opened  the  door,  and  re- 
ceived me  with  a  most  affectionate  embrace, 
that  brought  tears  into  her  aged  eyes.  "  For 
heaven's  sake  !  dear  mother,"  cried  I,  "tell 
me  how  is  Narcissa!  is  she  the  same  that  I 
left  her !"  She  blessed  my  ears  with  saying, 
— "she  is  as  beautiful,  in  as  good  health,  and 
as  much  yours  as  ever."  Transported  at  this 
assurance,  I  begged  to  know  if  I  could  not 
see  her  that  very  night;  when  this  sage 
matron  gave  me  to  understand  that  my  mis- 
tress was  in  Loiuhni,  and  that  things  were 
strangely  altered  in  the  squire's  house  since 
my  departure ;  that  he  had  been  married  a 
whole  year  to  Melinda,  W'ho  at  first  found 
means  to  wean  his  attention  so  much  from 
Narcissa,  that  he  became  quite  careless  ol 
that  lovely  sister,  comforting  himself  with 
the  clause  in  his  father's  will,  by  which  she 
would  forfeit  her  fortune  by  marrying  without 
his  consent ;  that  my  mistress,  being  but  in 
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difforcntly  treated  by  her  sister-in-law,  had 
made  use  of  her  freedom  some  months  ago, 
and  gone  to  town,  where  she  was  lodging 
C\-itli  Miss  Williams,  in  expectation  of  my 
arrival ;  and  liad  been  pestered  with  the 
addresses  of  Lord  Quiverwit,  who,  finding 
her  heart  engaged,  had  fallen  upon  a  great 
many  shifls  to  persuade  her  that  I  was  dead  ; 
but  Ending  all  his  artifices  unsuccessful,  and 
despairing  of  gaining  her  affection,  he  had 
consoled  himself  for  her  indifference  by 
marrying  another  lady  some  weeks  ago,  who 
!iad  already  left  him  on  account  of  some 
family  uneasiness.  Besides  this  interesting 
information,  she  told  me,  that  there  was  not 
a  great  deal  of  harmony  between  Melinda 
and  the  squire,  who  was  so  much  disgusted 
at  the  number  of  gallants  who  continued  to 
hover  about  her  even  afler  marriage,  that  he 
had  hurried  her  down  into  the  country  much 
against  her  own  inclination,  where  their  mu- 
tual animosities  had  arisen  to  such  a  height, 
tiiat  they  preserved  no  decency  before  com- 
pany or  servants,  but  abused  one  another  in 
tne  grossest  terms. 

This  good  old  gentlewoman,  to  give  me  a 
convincing  proof  of  my  dear  Narcissa's  un- 
alterable love,  gratified  me  with  a  sight  of 
the  last  letter  she  had  favoured  her  with,  in 
which  I  was  mentioned  with  so  much  honour, 
tenderness  and  concern,  that  my  soul  was 
fired  with  impatience,  and  I  determined  to 
ride  all  night,  that  I  might  have  it  the  sooner 
in  my  power  to  make  her  happy.  Mrs 
Sagely  perceiving  my  eagerness,  and  her 
maternal  affection  being  equally  divided  be- 
ween  Narcissa  and  me,  begged  leave  to 
j-smind  me  of  the  sentiments  with  which  I 
went  abroad,  that  would  not  permit  me  for 
any  selfish  gratification  to  prejudice  the  for- 
tune of  that  amiable  young-  lady,  who  must 
entirely  depend  upon  me,  after  having  be- 
stowed herself  in  marriage.  I  thanked  her 
for  her  kind  concern,  and  as  briefly  as 
possible  described  my  flourishing  situation, 
which  afforded  this  humane  person  infinite 
wonder  and  satisfaction.  I  told  her,  that, 
now  I  had  an  opportunity  to  manifest  my 
gratitude  f  jr  the  obligations  I  owed,  T  would 
endeavour  to  make  her  old  age  comfortable 
and  easy  ;  as  a  step  to  which,  I  proposed  she 
should  come  and  live  with  Narcissa  and  me. 
This  venerable  gentlewoman  was  so  much 
affected  with  my  words,  that  the  tears  ran 
down  her  ancient  cheeks  ;  she  thanked  hea- 
ven that  T  had  not  belied  the  presages  she 
liad  made  on  her  first  acquaintance  with  me  ; 
acknowledging  my  generosity,  as  she  called 
it,  in  the  most  elegant  and  pathetic  express- 
ions ;  but  declined  my  proposal,  on  account 
of  her  attachment  to  the  dear  melancholy 
cottage  where  she  had  so  peacefully  con- 
Bumcd  h(!r  solitary  widowhood.  Finding  her 
immovable  on  this  Bubjoct,  I  insisted  on  her 
accepting  a  present  of  thirty  guineas,  and 
\0<)k  my  leave,   resolving  to   acco'omodate 


her  with  the  same  sum  annual  y,  for  tha 
more  comfortable  support  of  the  infirmities 
of  old  age. 

Having  rode  all  night,  I  found  myself  at 
Canterbury  in  the  morning,  where  I  alightetl 
to  procure  fresh  horses ;  and,  as  I  walked 
into  the  inn,  perceived  an  apothecary's  shop 
on  the  other  side  of  the  street,  with  the 
name  of  Morgan  over  the  door.  Alarmed 
at  this  discovery,  I  could  not  help  thinking 
that  my  old  messmate  had  settled  in  thia 
place  ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  found  my  conjec- 
ture true,  and  that  he  was  married  lately 
to  a  widow  in  that  city,  by  whom  he  had 
got  three  thousand  pounds.  Rejoiced  at 
this  intelligence,  I  went  to  his  shop  as  soon 
as  it  was  open,  and  found  my  friend  be- 
hind the  counter,  busy  in  preparing  a  giys- 
ter.  I  saluted  him  at  entrance  with — 
"  Your  servant,  Mr  Morgan."  Upon  which 
he  looked  at  me,  and  replying, — "  Your 
most  humble  servant,  goot  sir,"  rubbed  his 
ingredients  in  the  mortar,  without  any  emo- 
tion. "  What !"  said  J,  "  Morgan,  have 
you  forgot  your  old  messmate!"  At  these 
words,  he  looked  up  again,  and  starting, 
cried, — "  As  Cot  is  my — sure  it  cannot — 
yes,  by  my  salfation,  I  peJieve  it  is  my 
dear  friend  Mr  Rantom."  He  was  no 
sooner  convinced  of  my  identity,  than  he 
threw  down  the  pestle,  overset  the  mor- 
tar, and,  jumping  over  the  board,  swept  up 
the  contents  with  his  clothes,  flew  about 
my  neck,  hugged  me  affectionately,  and 
daubed  me  all  over  with  turpentine  and 
the  yolk  of  eggs,  which  he  had  been  mix- 
ing when  I  came  in.  Our  mutual  con- 
gratulations being  over,  he  told  me,  that 
he  found  himself  a  widower  upon  his  re- 
turn  from  the  West  Indies :  that  he  hari 
got  interest  to  be  appointed  surgeon  of  a 
man  of  war,  in  which  capacity  lie  had 
served  some  years,  until  he  married  an  opo 
thecary's  widow,  with  whom  he  now  en 
joyed  a  pretty  good  sum  of  money,  peace 
and  quiet,  and  an  indifferent  good  trade. 
He  was  very  desirous  of  hearing  my  ad- 
ventures, which  I  assured  him  I  had  not 
time  to  relate,  but  told  him  in  general,  my 
circumstances  were  very  good,  and  that  I 
hoped  to  see  him  when  I  should  not  be 
in  such  a  hurry  as  at  present.  He  insist- 
ed, however,  on  my  staying  breakfast,  and 
introduced  me  to  his  wife,  who  seemed  to 
be  a  decent,  sensible  woman,  pretty  well 
stricken  in  years.  In  the  course  of  our 
conversation,  he  showed  the  sleeve  buttons 
I  had  exchanged  with  Iiim  at  our  parting 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  was  not  a  little 
proud  to  sec  that  I  had  preserved  his  with 
the  same  care.  When  I  informed  him  of 
Mackshane's  condition,  he  seemed  at  first 
to  exult  over  his  distress,  but,  at\er  a  little 
recollection,  said, — "  well,  he  has  paid  for 
his  malice ;  I  forgifc  him,  and  may  ('ot  for- 
gife   him    likewise."      He  expressed  great 
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'•oncern  for  ihe  soul  of  Captain  Oakum, 
(vliich  he  believed  was  now  gnashing^  its 
teeth  ;  but  it  was  some  time  before  I  could 
convince  Iiim  of  Tiiomson's  being  alive,  at 
whose  good  fortune,  nevertheless,  he  was 
extremely  glad. 

Having  renewed  our  protestations  of 
friendship,  I  bade  tlie  honest  Welchman  and 
bis  spouse  farewell,  and  taking  post  horses, 
errived  at  London  tliat  same  night,  where 
I  found  my  faliicr  in  good  health,  to  whom 
I  imparted  what  I  had  learned  of  Narcissa. 
This  indulgent  parent  a])proved  of  my  inten- 
tion of  marrying  her,  even  without  a  for- 
tune, provided  her  brother's  consent  could 
not  be  obtained  ;  promised  to  make  over  to 
me  in  a  ftiw  days  a  sufliciency  to  maintain 
her  in  a  fashionable  manner;  and  expressed 
a  desire  of  seeing  this  amiable  creature,  who 
had  captivated  me  so  much. 

As  I  had  not  slept  the  night  before,  and 
was  besides  fatigued  with  my  journey,  I 
found  myself  under  a  necessity  of  taking 
Bome  repose,  and  went  to  bod  accordingly ; 
next  morning,  about  ten  o'clock,  I  took  a 
ciiair,  and,  according  to  Mrs  Sagely's  direc- 
tions, went  to  my  charmer's  lodgings,  and 
inquired  for  ]\Iiss  Williams.  I  had  not  waited 
in  the  parlour  longer  than  a  minute,  when 
this  young  woman  entered,  and  no  sooner 
perceived  me,  than  she  shrieked  and  ran 
backward;  but  I  got  between  her  and  the 
door,  and,  clasping  her  in  my  arms,  brought 
her  to  herself  with  an  embrace.  "  Good 
heaven  !"  cried  she,  "  JMr  Random,  is  it  you 
indeed  !  my  mistress  will  run  distracted  with 
joy."  I  told  her,  it  was  from  an  apprehen- 
sion that  my  sudden  appearance  might  have 
some  bad  effect  on  my  dear  Narcissa,  that  I 
iiad  desired  to  see  her  first,  in  order  to  con- 
cert some  method  of  acquainting  her  mis- 
press gradually  with  my  arrival.  She 
approved  of  rny  conduct,  and,  after  having 
yielded  to  the  suggestions  of  her  own  friend- 
ship, in  asking  if  my  voyage  had  been  suc- 
cessful, charged  herself  with  that  office,  and 
(eft  me  glowing  with  desire  of  seeing  and 
embracing  the  object  of  my  love.  In  a  very 
little  time  I  lieard  somebody  coming  down 
•tairs  in  haste,  and  the  voice  of  my  angel 
pronounce,  with  an  eager  tone, — "  O  hea- 
ven !  is  it  possible!  where  is  he  7"  How 
were  my  faculties  aroused  at  this  well-known 
sound  !  and  how  was  my  soul  transported, 
when  she  broke  in  upon  my  view,  in  all  the 
bloom  of  ripened  beauty  !  Grace  was  in  all 
her  steps,  heaven  in  her  eye,  in  every  ges- 
ture dignity  and  love  ! — Vou  whose  souls 
are  susceptible  of  the  most  delicate  impress- 
ions, whose  tender  bosoms  have  felt  the 
effecting  vicissitudes  of  love,  who  have  suf- 
fered an  absence  of  eighteen  long  months 
from  the  dear  object  of  your  hope,  and  found 
at  your  return  the  melting  fair,  as  kind  and 
RA  constant  as  your  heart  could  wish,  do  me 
justice  on  this  occasion,  and  conceive  what 
C3 


unutterable  rapture  possessed  us  both,  while 
we  Hew  mto  each  other's  arms  !  This  was 
no  time  for  speech, — locked  in  a  mutual 
embrace,  we  continued  some  minutes  in  a 
silent  trance  of  joy. — When  I  thus  encircled 
all  that  my  soul  held  dear, — while  I  hung 
over  her  beauties, — beheld  her  eyes  sparkle, 
and  every  feature  flush  with  virtuous  fond- 
ness  ;  when  I  saw  her  enchanting  bosom 
heave  with  undissembled  rapture,  and  knew 
myself  the  happy  cause — Heavens  !  what 
was  my  situation  !  I  am  tempted  to  commit 
my  paper  to  the  llamcs,  and  to  renounce  my 
pen  for  ever,  because  its  most  ardent  and 
lucky  expression  so  poorly  describes  tho 
emotions  of  my  soul.  "  O  adorable  Narcis- 
sa !"  cried  I,  "  O  miracle  of  beauty,  love, 
and  truth  !  I  at  laat  fold  thee  in  my  arms  ! 
I  at  last  can  call  thee  mine  !  No  jealous 
brother  shall  thwart  our  happiness  again  ; 
fortune  hath  at  length  recompensed  me  for 
all  my  sufferings,  and  enabled  me  to  do  jus- 
tice to  my  love."  The  dear  creature  smiled 
ineffably  charming,  and,  with  a  look  of  be- 
witching tenderness,  said, — "  And  shall  we 
never  part  again?"  "Never!"  I  replied. 
"  thou  wondrous  pattern  of  all  earthly  per- 
fection !  never,  until  death  shall  divide  us! 
By  this  ambrosial  kiss,  a  thousand  times 
more  fragrant  than  the  breeze  that  sweeps 
the  orange  grove,  I  never  more  will  Jeave 
thee." 

As  my  first  transport  abated,  my  passion 
grew  turbulent  and  -unruly.  I  was  giddy 
with  standing  on  the  brink  of  bliss,  and  all 
my  virtue  and  philosophy  were  scarce  suffi- 
cient to  restrain  the  inordinate  sallies  of  de- 
sire. Narcissa  perceived  the  conflict  within 
me,  and,  with  her  usual  dignity  of  prudence, 
called  off  my  imagination  from  the  object  in 
view,  and,  with  eager  expressions  of  inter- 
ested curiosity,  desired  to  know  the  particu- 
lars of  my  voyage.  In  this  1  gratified  her 
inclination,  bringing  my  story  down  to  tho 
present  hour.  She  was  infinitely  surprised 
at  the  circumstance  of  my  finding  my  father, 
which  brought  tears  into  her  lovely  eyes. 
She  was  transported  at  hearing  that  he  ap- 
proved my  flame,  discovered  a  longing  desire 
of  being  introduced  to  him,  congratulated 
herself  and  me  upon  my  good  fortune,  and 
observed  that  this  great  and  unexpected 
stroke  of  fate  seemed  to  have  been  brought 
about  by  the  immediate  direction  of  Provi- 
dence. Having  entertained  ourselves  some 
hours  with  the  genuine  efi'usions  of  our  souls 
I  obtained  her  consent  to  complete  my  hap- 
piness  as  scon  as  my  father  should  judge  it 
proper,  and  applying  with  my  own  hands  a 
valuable  necklace,  composed  of  diamonds 
and  amt*hysls  set  alternately,  which  an  old 
Spanish  lady  at  Paraguay  had  presented  me 
with,  I  took  my  leave,  promising  to  return 
in  the  afternoon  with  Don  Rodrigo.  When 
I  went  home,  this  generous  parent  inquired 
very  affectionately  about  the  health  of  tuv 
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dear  Narcissa,  to  whom  that  I  might  be  the 
more  agreeable,  he  put  into  my  hand  a  deed, 
by  which  I  found  myself  in  possession  of 
fifteen  thousand  pounds,  exclusive  of  the 
profits  of  my  own  merchandise,  wliich 
anxounted  to  three  tliousand  more.  After 
dinner  I  accompanied  him  to  the  lodging  of 
my  mistress,  who,  being  dressed  for  the  oc- 
casion, made  a  most  dazzling  appearance.  I 
could  perceive  him  struck  with  her  figure, 
which  I  really  think  was  the  most  beautiful 
that  ever  was  created  under  the  sun.  He 
embraced  her  tenderly,  and  told  her,  he  was 
proud  of  having  a  son  who  had  spirit  to  at- 
tempt, and  qualifications  to  engage  the  affec- 
tions of  such  a  fine  lady.  She  blushed  at 
this  compliment,  and  with  eyes  full  of  the 
softest  languishment  turned  upon  me,  said, 
she  should  have  been  unworthy  of  Mr  Ran- 
dom's attention,  liad  she  been  blind  to  his 
.  extraordinary  merit.  I  made  no  other  an- 
swer than  a  low  bow.  My  father,  sighing, 
pronounced, — •'  Such  once  was  my  Char- 
lotte !"  while  the  tear  rushed  into  his  eye, 
and  the  fender  heart  of  Narcissa  manifested 
itself  in  two  precious  drops  of  sympathy, 
which,  but  for  his  presence,  I  would  have 
kissed  away.  Without  repeating  the  par- 
ticulars of  our  conversation,  I  shall  only  ob- 
serve, that  Don  Rodrigo  was  as  much 
charmed  with  her  good  sense  as  with  her 
appearance;  and  she  was  no  less  pleased 
with  his  understanding  and  polite  address. 
It  was  determined  that  he  should  write  to 
the  squire,  signifying  his  approbation  of  my 
passion  for  Iiis  sister,  and  offering  a  settle- 
ment which  he  should  have  no  reason  to 
reject :  and  that,  if  he  should  refuse  the  pro- 
posal, we  would  crown  our  mutual  wishes 
without  any  farther  regard  to  his  will. 


CHAPTER  LXVHL 

My  father  makes  a  present  to  Nm  rissa — 
the  letter  is  dispatched  to  her  brother — 
/  appear  among  my  acquaintance — Ban- 
ter's behaviour — the  squire  refuses  his 
consent — my  uncle  comes  to  town — ap- 
proves of  my  choice — /  am  married — we 
meet  the  squire  and  his  lady  at  the  play 
— our  acquaintance  is  courted. 

After  having  spent  the  evening  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  present,  my  father  addressed 
himself  thus  to  Narcissa, — "  Madam,  give 
riie  leave  to  consider  you  hereafter  as  my 
daughter,  in  which  capacity  I  iofjist  upon 
v'our  accepting  this  first  instance  of  my  pa- 
rernal  duty  and  affection."  With  these 
words  he  put  into  her  hand  a  bank-note  of 
£500,  which  she  no  sooner  examined,  tiian, 
with  a  low  courtesy  she  replied, — "Dear  sir, 
hough  I  have  not  the  least  occasion  for  tliis 
Kupply,  I  have  too  great  a  veneration  for  you 
4)  refiiee  th  g  proof  of  your  generosity  and 


esteem,  which  I  the  more  freely  receive,  be- 
cause I  already  look  upon  Mr  Random's 
interest  as  inseparably  connected  with  mine." 
He  was  extremely  well  pleased  with  her 
frank  and  ingenuous  reply;  upon  which  we 
saluted,  and  wished  her  good  night  The 
letter,  at  my  request,  v/as  dispatclied  to  Sus- 
sex by  an  express,  and  in  the  mean  time 
Don  Rodrigo,  to  grace  my  nuptials,  hired  a 
ready  furnished  house,  and  set  up  a  very 
handsome  equipage. 

Though  [  jjassed  the  greatest  part  of  tlie 
day  with  the  darling  of  my  soul,  I  .ft)und  lei- 
sure sometimes  to  be  among  my  former  ac 
quaintance,  who  were  astonished  at  the  mag- 
nificence of  my  appearance.  Banter,  in 
particular,  was  confounded  at  the  strange 
vicissitudes  of  my  fortune,  the  causes  of 
which  he  endeavoured  in  vain  to  discover, 
until  I  thought  fit  to  disclose  the  whole  secret 
of  my  last  voyage,  partly  in  consideration 
of  our  former  intimacy,  and  partly  to  pre- 
vent unfavourable  conjectures,  which  he  and 
others,  in  all  probability,  would  have  made 
in  regard  to  my  circumstances.  He  pro- 
fessed great  satisfaction  at  this  piece  of 
news,  and  I  had  no  cause  to  believe  him  in- 
sincere, when  I  considered  that  he  would 
now  look  upon  himself  as  acquitted  of  the 
debt  he  owed  me,  and  at  the  same  lime  flat- 
ter himself  with  hopes  of  borrowing  more. 
I  carried  him  home  to  dinner  with  im»,  and 
ni}'  fatlier  liked  his  conversation  so  much, 
that,  upon  hearing  his  difficulties,  he  desired 
me  to  accommodate  him  for  the  present, 
and  inquire  if  he  would  accept  of  a  com- 
mission in  the  army,  towards  the  purchase 
of  which  he  would  willingly  lend  him  money. 
Accordingly,  I  gave  my  friend  an  opportunity 
of  being  alone  with  me,  when,  as  I  expected, 
ho  told  me  that  he  was  just  on  the  point  of 
being  reconciled  to  an  old  rich  uncle,  whose 
heir  he  was,  but  wanted  a  few  pieces  for  im- 
mediate expense,  which  he  desired  I  would 
lend  him,  and  take  his  bond  for  the  whole. 
His  demand  was  limited  to  ten  guineas  ;  and 
when  I  put  twenty  into  his  hand,  he  stared 
at  me  for  some  moments  ;  then  putting  it  into 
his  purse,  said, — "Ay,  'tis  all  one, — you 
shall  have  the  whole  in  a  very  short  time." 
When  I  had  taken  his  note,  U  cave  the  ex- 
pense of  a  bond,  I  expressed  f.ome  surprise 
that  a  fellow  of  his  spirit  shoui.  loiter  away 
his  time  in  idleness,  and  asked  why  he  did 
not  ciioose  to  make  his  fortune  in  the  army. 
"What!"  said  he,  "throw  away  my  money 
upon  a  subaltern's  commission,  to  be  under 
the  command  of  a  parcel  of  scoundrels,  who 
have  raised  themselves  above  me  by  tho 
most  infamous  practices  !  no,  I  love  inde- 
pendency too  well  to  sacrifice  my  life,  health, 
and  pleasure,  for  such  a  pitiful  consideration." 
Finding  him  averse  to  this  way  of  life,  ! 
changed  the  subject,  and  returned  to  Don 
Rodrigo,  who  had  just  received  tho  following 
epistle  from  iho  squire. 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOxM. 


2(n 


••  Sir, 

"  Concprning  a  lettrr  wliicli  I  received, 
ribscribcd  R.  Kaiulorn,  this  is  the  answer. 
Aa  for  you,  I  know  notliing'  of  you.  Your 
■on,  or  pretended  son,  1  have  seen ; — 
if  he  marries  my  sister,  at  his  peril  be  it ;  I 
do  declare  tliat  lie  i-hali  not  have  one  far- 
thing of  lier  fortune,  which  becomes  my  pro- 
perty, if  she  takes  a  iuisband  without  njy 
consent.  Your  s  >ttlement  I  do  beheve  is  all 
a  sham,  and  yourself  no  better  than  you 
ehould  be;  but  if  you  had  all  the  wealth  of 
the  Indies,  your  son  shall  never  match  in  our 
family  with  the  consent  of 

"  Orson  Topeiiall." 
My  father  was  not  much  surprised  at  this 
polite  letter,  after  liavintj  heard  the  charac- 
ter of  the  author;  and  as  for  me,  I  was  even 
pleased  at  his  refusal,  because  I  now  had  an 
opportunity  of  showing  my  disinterested 
love.  By  iiis  permission  I  waited  on  my 
charmer;  and,  having  imparted  the  contents 
of  her  brother's  letter,  at  which  she  wept 
bitterly,  in  spite  of  all  my  consolation  and 
careiises,  tlie  lime  of  our  marriage  was  fixed 
at  the  distance  of  two  days.  During  this 
interval,  in  which  my  soul  was  wound  up 
to  the  last  stretch  of  rapturous  expectation, 
Narcissa  endeavoured  to  reconcile  some  of 
her  relations  in  town  to  her  marriage  with 
me  ;  but,  finding  them  all  deaf  to  her  remon- 
6trances,  either  out  of  envy  or  prejudice,  she 
told  me,  with  the  most  enchanting  sweet- 
ness, while  the  tears  bedewed  her  lovely 
cheeks, — "sure  the  world  will  no  longer 
question  your  generosity,  when  you  take  a 
poor  forlorn  beggar  to  your  arms."  Affected 
with  her  sorrow,  I  pressed  the  fair  mouvier 
to  my  breast,  and  swore  that  she  was  more 
dear  and  welcome  on  that  account,  because 
she  had  sacrificed  her  friends  and  fortune  to 
her  love  for  me.  My  uncle,  for  whose  cha- 
ractc*  she  had  a  great  veneration,  being  by 
tnis  time  come  to  town,  I  introduced  him  to 
my  bride ;  and  although  he  was  not  very 
much  subject  to  refined  sensations,  he  was 
struck  dumb  with  admiration  at  her  beauty. 
After  having  kissed  and  gazed  at  her  for  some 
time,  he  turned  to  me,  saying, — "Odds  bobs, 
Rory  I  here's  a  notable  prize  indeed,  finelv 
built  and  gloriously  rigged,  i'faith  !  if  shr; 
an't  well  manned  when  you  have  the  com- 
mand of  her,  sirrah,  you  deserve  to  go  to  sea 
in  a  cockle  shell.  No  offence,  I  hope,  niece  ; 
you  must  not  mind  what  I  say,  being  (as  the 
paying  is)  a  plain  seafaring  man,  thof  mayhap 
I  have  as  much  regard  for  you  as  another." 
She  received  him  with  great  civility,  told 
him  she  had  longed  a  great  while  to  see  a 
pc-rpon  to  whom  she  was  so  much  indebted 
for  his  generosity  to  Mr  Random  ;  that  she 
looked  upon  him  as  her  uncle,  by  which  name 
she  begged  leave  to  call  him  for  the  future  ; 
and  that  she  was  very  sure  he  could  say 
nothing  that  would  give  her  the  least  offence. 
Thi!  honest  captain  was  transported  at  her 


courteous  behaviour,  and  insisted  upon  giving 
her  away  at  tho  ceremony,  swearing  that  he 
loved  her  as  well  ns  if  she  was  his  own  child, 
and  that   he  would   give  two  thousand   gui- 
neas to  the  first  fruit  of  our  love  as  scion  as  il 
could  squeak.     Every  thing  being  prepared 
for  the  solemnization  of  our  nuj)lials,  which 
were  to  be  performed  privately  at  my  father'a 
house,   the    auspicious   hour  arrived,    svhen 
Don  Rodrigo  and  my  npcle  went  in  the  coach 
to  fetch  the  bride  and  Miss  Williams;  leav. 
ing  me  with   a   parson.  Banter,  and   Strap, 
neither  of  whom  had  as  yet  seen  my  charm- 
ing mistress.     My  faithful  valet,  who  was  on 
the  rack  of  impatience  to  behold  a   lady  of 
whom   he   had   heard   so   much,   no  sooner 
understood    that   the    coach    was    returned, 
than  he  jdaced  hiiiKscIf  at  a  window  to  have 
a  peep  at  her  as  she  alighted  ;   and  when  he 
saw  her,  clapped  his  hands  together,  turned 
up  the  white  of  his  eyes,  and,  with  his  mouth 
wide  open,  remained  in  a  sort  of  ecstasy, 
which  broke  out  into, — "  O  dea  ccrtc!  qua- 
lis  in  Eurotoi  ripis,  nut  per  juga  Cyntht 
exercet  Diana  chorus .'"     The  "doctor  and 
Banter  were  surprised  to  hear  my  man  speak 
Latin  ;  but  when  my  father  led  Narcissa  into 
the  room,  the  object  of  their  adiniration  waa 
soon   changed,  as  appeared   in   the  coiinte. 
nances  of  both.    Indeed,  they  must  have  been 
the  most  insensible  of  beings,  could  they  have 
beheld,  without  emotion,  the  divine  creature 
that  api)roached.     She  was  dressed  in  a  sack 
of  wliitc  satin,  embroidered  on  the   breast 
with  gold  ;  the  crown  of  her  head  was  covered 
with   a  small   French  cap,  from  whence  de- 
scended  her  beautiful   hair  in   ringlets   that 
waved  upon  her  snowy  neck,  which  dignified 
the   necklace   I   had  given    her ;    her   looks 
glowed  with  modesty  and  love  ;  and  her  bo- 
som, through  the  veil  of  gauze  that  shaded 
it,  afforded   a   prospect  of  Elysium.     I   re- 
ceived tills  inestimable  gift  of  Providence  as 
became  me  ;  and  in  a  luttle  time  the  clergy- 
man did  his  office,  my  uncle,  at  his  own  ear- 
nest request,  acting  the  part  of  a   father  to 
my  dear  Narcissa,  who  trembled  very  much, 
and  had   scarce   spirits   sufficient  to  support 
her  under  this  great  change   of   situation. 
Soon  as  she  was  mine  by  the  laws  of  heaven 
and  earth,  I  printed  a  burning  kiss  upon  her 
lips,   my  father  embraced   her  tenderly,  my 
uncle  hugged  her  with  great  affection,  and  J 
presented  her  to  my  friend  Banter,  who  sa- 
luted  her  in   a  very   polite    manner;    Miss 
Williams  hung  round  her  neck   and   wept 
plentifully;  while  Strap  fell  upon  his  knees, 
and  begged  to  kiss   his   lady's   hand,  which 
she  presented  with  great  affability.     I  shall 
not  pretend  to  describe  my  own   feelings  at 
this  juncture  ;  let  it  gufEce  to  say,  that,  afler 
having  supped  and  entertained  ourselves  tilj 
ten  o'clock,  I  cautioned  my  Narcissa  against 
exposing  her  health  by  sitting  up  too  late,  and 
she  was  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  with  her 
maid  to  an  apartment  destined  for  us.     When 
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she  left  the  room,  her  face  was  overspread 
with  a  blush  that  set  all  my  blood  in  a  state 
of  fermentation,  and  made  every  pulse  beat 
with  tenfold  vigour.  She  was  so  cruel  as  to 
let  me  remain  in  this  condition  a  full  half 
hour;  when,  no  longer  able  to  restrain  my 
impatience,  I  broke  from  the  company,  burst 
into  lier  chamber,  pushed  out  her  confidante, 
locked  the  door,  and  found  her — O  Iieaven  and 
earth  ! — a  feast,  a  thousand  times  more  deli- 
cious than  my  most  sanguine  hope  presaged  I 
— but  let  mo  not  profane  the  chaste  mysteries 
of  Hymen.     I  was  the  happiest  of  men  ! 

In  tlie  morning  I  was  waked  by  three  or 
four  drums,  which  Banter  had  placed  under 
the  window ;  upon  which  I  withdrew  the 
curtain,  and  enjoyed  the  unspeakable  satis- 
faction of  contemplating  those  angelic 
charms,  which  were  now  in  my  possession  ! 
Beauhj  .'  which,  whether  sleeping  or  awake, 
shot  forth  peculiar  graces !  The  light  dart- 
ing upon  my  Narcissa's  eyes,  she  awoke  also, 
and,  recollecting  her  situation,  hid  her  blushes 
in  my  bosom.  I  was  distracted  with  joy. 
I  could  not  believe  the  evidence  of  my  senses, 
and  looked  upon  all  that  had  happened  as 
the  fictions  of  a  dream.  In  the  meantime 
ray  uncle  knocked  at  the  door,  and  bade  me 
turn  out,  for  I  had  had  a  long  spell.  I  rose 
accordingly,  and  sent  Miss  Williams  to  her 
mistress,  myself  receiving  the  congratula- 
tions of  Captain  Bowling,  who  rallied  me  in 
his  sea-phrase  with  great  success.  In  less 
than  an  hour,  Don  Rodrigo  led  my  wife  in 
to  breakfast,  where  she  received  the  compli- 
ments of  the  company  on  her  looks,  which, 
they  said,  if  possible,  were  improved  by 
matrimony.  As  her  delicate  ears  were  of- 
fended wilh  none  of  those  indecent  ambigui- 
ties which  are  too  often  spoke  on  such  occa- 
sions, she  behaved  with  dignity,  unaffected 
modesty,  and  ease  ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of 
my  affection  and  esteem,  I  presented  her,  in 
presence  of  them  all,  with  a  deed,  by  which 
I  settled  the  whole  fortune  I  was  possessed 
of  on  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever.  She  ac- 
cepted it  with  a  glance  of  the  most  tender 
acknowledgement,  observed  that  she  could 
not  be  surprised  at  any  thing  of  this  kind  I 
should  do,  and  desired  my  father  to  take  the 
trouble  of  keeping  it,  saying, — "  Next  to  my 
own  Mr  Random,  yon  are  the  person  in  whom 
I  ought  to  have  the  greatest  confidence." 
Charmed  with  lior  prudent  and  ingenuous 
manner  of  proceeding,  he  took  the  paper,  and 
assured  her  that  it  should  not  lose  its  value 
while  in  his  custody. 

As  we  ho'd  not  many  visits  to  give  and 
receive,  the  little  time  we  staid  in  town  was 
spent  in  gomg  to  public  diversions,  where  I 
have  the  vanity  to  think  Narcissa  seldom 
was  eclipsed.  One  night,  in  particular,  we 
had  sent  our  footman  to  keep  one  of  the 
stage  boxes,  which  we  no  sooner  entered, 
than  wc  perceived  in  the  opposite  bo.x  the 
squin;  and  his  lady,  who  seemed  not  a  little 


surprised  at  seeing  us.  I  was  pleased  a 
this  opportunity  of  confronting  them  ;  the 
more,  because  Melinda  was  robbed  of  all  hei 
admirers  by  my  wife,  who  happened  that 
night  to  outshine  her  sister  both  in  beauty 
and  dress.  She  was  piqued  at  Narcissa's 
victory,  tossed  her  head  a  thousand  difTorent 
ways,  flirted  her  fan,  looked  at  us  with  dia- 
dain,  then  whispered  to  her  husband,  and 
broke  out  into  an  aflected  giggle  ;  but  all 
her  arts  proved  ineffectual,  either  to  discom- 
pose  Mrs  Random,  or  to  conceal  her  own 
mortification,  which  at  length  forced  her 
away  long  before  the  play  was  done.  The 
news  of  our  marriage  being  spread,  with 
many  circumstances  to  our  disadvantage  by 
the  industry  of  this  malignant  creature,  a 
certain  set  of  persons,  fond  of  scandal,  began 
to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  my  fortune, 
which  they  no  sooner  understood  to  be  inde- 
pendent, than  the  tables  were  turned,  and 
our  acquaintance  was  courted  as  much  as  it 
had  been  despised  before.  But  Narcissa 
had  too  much  dignity  of  pride  to  encourage 
this  change  of  conduct,  especially  in  her  re- 
lations, whom  she  could  never  be  prevailed 
upon  to  see,  after  the  malicious  reports  they 
had  raised  to  her  prejudice. 


CHAPTER  LXIX. 

My  father  intends  to  revisit  the  place  of 
his  nativity — we  propose  to  accompany 
him — my  uncle  renews  his  will  in  my  fa- 
vour,  determining  to  go  to  sea  again — ice 
set  out  for  Scotland — arrive  at  Edin- 
burgh— purchase  our  paternal  estate — 
proceed  to  it — halt  at  the  town  where  1 
was  educated — take  up  my  bond  to  Crab 
— the  behaviour  of  Potion  and  his  wife, 
and  0716  of  my  female  cousins — our  recep- 
tion at  the  estate — Strap  marries  Miss 
Williams,  and  is  settled  by  my  father  to 
his  own  satisfaction — /  am  more  and 
more  happy. 

My  father  intending  to  revisit  his  native 
country,  and  pay  the  tribute  of  a  few  tears 
at  my  mother's  grave,  Narcissa  and  I  re- 
solved to  accompany  him  in  the  execution 
of  his  pious  office,  and  accordingly  prepared 
for  the  journey  ;  in  which,  however,  my 
uncle  would  not  engage,  being  resolved  to 
try  his  fortune  once  more  at  sea.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  renewed  his  will  in  favour  of 
my  wife  and  me,  and  deposited  it  in  the 
hands  of  his  brother-in-law  ;  while  1  (that  I 
might  not  be  wanting  to  my  own  interest) 
summoned  the  squire  to  produce  his  fatlier's 
will  at  doctor's  commcis,  and  employed  a 
proctor  to  manage  the  afi'air  in  my  absence. 
Every  thing  being  thus  settled,  we  took 
leave  of  all  our  friends  in  London,  and  set 
out  for  Scotland,  Don  Rodrigo,  Narcissa, 
Miss   Williams   and   I,   in   the    coach,   an«( 
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Strap,  with  two  men  in  livery,  on  Iiorsebacli. 
As  we  made  easy  stages,  my  cliarmer  held 
it  out  very  well  till  we  arrived  nt  Edmburyli, 
where  we  proposed  to  rest  ourselves  some 
weeks. 

ilere  Don  Rodrij^o  havintj  intelli<^ence  that 
the  fo.\-hunler  had  spent  his  estate,  which 
was  to  be  e.vposed  to  sale  by  puWic  auction, 
he  determined  to  make  a  purchase  of  tlie 
■pot  wiierc  he  was  bori;,  and  acttiaily  boiijjht 
all  tiie  land  tiiat  belonf^ed  to  his  lather. 

In  a  few  days  after  this  bar<rain  was  made, 
vi  led  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  go  and  take 
possession;  and,  by  the  way,  halted  one 
night  in  that  town  where  1  was  educated. 
Upon  inquiry,  I  found  that  Mr  Crab  was 
dead  ;  whereupon  I  sent  for  his  e.\ccutor, 
paid  the  sum  1  owed,  with  interest,  and  took 
up  my  bond.  Mr  Potion  and  his  v.ifo  hear- 
ing of  our  arrival,  had  the  assurance  to  come 
to  the  inn  where  we  lodged,  and  sent  up 
their  names,  with  a  desire  of  being  permitted 
to  pay  their  respects  to  my  father  and  me  ; 
but  their  sordid  behaviour  towards  me,  when 
I  was  an  orphan,  had  made  too  deep  an  im- 
pression on  ir.y  mind,  to  be  effaced  by  this 
mean  mercenary  piece  of  condescension  ;  I 
therefijre  rejected  their  message  with  disdain, 
and  bade  Strap  tell  them,  that  my  father  and 
I  desired  to  have  no  communication  with 
■such  low-minded  wretches  as  they  were. 

They  had  not  been  gone  half  an  hour, 
when  a  woman,  without  any  ceremony, 
opened  the  door  of  the  room  where  we  sat, 
and,  making  towards  my  father,  accosted  him 
with,  "Uncle,  your  servant — I  am  glad  to 
see  you."  This  was  no  other  than  one  of 
my  female  cousins,  mentioned  in  tlie  first 
Uart  of  my  memoirs,  to  whom  Don  Rodrigo 
•eplied, — "  Pray,  who  arc  you,  madam  !" 
"  O  !"  cried  she,  "  my  cousin  Rory  there 
knows  me  very  well.  Don't  you  remember 
me,  Ror^l"  "Yes,  madam,"  said  I,  "  for 
my  own  part,  I  shall  never  forget  you.  Sir, 
this  is  one  of  tlie  young  ladies  who  (as  I 
formerly  told  you)  treated  me  so  humanely 
in  my  childhood."  When  I  pronounced 
these  words,  my  father's  resentment  glowed 
in  his  visage,  and  he  ordered  her  to  be  gone, 
with  such  a  commanding  aspect,  that  she 
retired  in  a  fright,  muttering  curses  as  she 
went  down  stairs.  We  afterwards  learned 
that  she  was  married  to  an  ensign,  who  had 
already  spent  all  her  fortune ;  and  that  her 
Bister  had  bore  a  child  to  her  mother's  foot- 
man, who  is  now  her  husband,  and  keeps  a 
petty  ale-house  in  the  country. 

The  fame  of  our  flourishing  condition  hav- 
ing arrived  at  this  place  before  us,  we  got 
notice  that  the  magistrates  intended  ne.\t 
day  to  compliment  us  with  the  freeilom  of 
(heir  town  ;  upon  which  my  father,  consider- 
ing their  complaisance  in  the  riglit  point  of 
view,  ordered  the  horses  to  the  ( each  early 
.n  the  morning. 

We   proceeded  to   our  estate,  which  lay 
4  I  J*  03* 


about  twenty    miles    from   this    place;  and 
when  we  came  within  half  a  league  of  thr 
house,  were  met  by  a  prodigious  number  of 
poor  tenant.s,    men,    women    and    children, 
who  tcstilied  their  joy  by  loud  acclamatioufi, 
and  accomj)anied    uur  coach   to   tlie   gate. 
As  there  is   no  part  of  the  world   in   which 
the  peasants  are  more  attached  to  their  lords-- 
than  in  Scotland,  we  were  almost  devoureti 
by  their  affection.     My   father  had   ahvay.- 
been  their  favourite,  and  now  that  he  ap- 
peared   their    master,     after    having    been 
thought   dead  so  long,  their  joy   broke  out 
into  a  thoubund  extravagancies  :    when   wc 
entered  the  court-yard,  we  were  surroun;2cd 
by  a  vast  number,  who  crowded  together  so 
closely  to  see  us,  that  several  were  in  dan- 
ger of  being  squeezed  to  death;  those  wiu' 
were  near  Don  Rodrigo  fell  upon  their  knees 
and  kissed  his  hand,  or  the  hem  of  his  gar 
ment,  praying  aloud  for  long  life  and  pros- 
perity to  him  ;  others  approached  Narcissa 
and  me  in  the  same  manner ;  while  the  rest 
clapped   their  hands   at  a  distance,  and  in- 
voked  heaven  to   shower  its  choicest  bless- 
ings  on   our  heads.      In  short,    the   whole 
scene,  though  rude,  was  so   affecting,  thai 
the  gentle  partner  of  my  heart  wept  over  it, 
and  my  father  himself  could  not  refrain  froi.j 
dropping  a  tear. 

Having  welcomed  his  daughter  and  me  to 
his  house,  he  ordered  some  bullocks  to  be 
killed,  and  some  hogsheads  of  ale  to  he 
brought  from  tlie  neighbouring  village,  ti 
regale  these  honest  people,  who  had  not  eii 
joyed  sucii  a  holiday  for  many  years  before. 
JN'e.xt  day  wc  were  visited  by  the  gentle- 
men in  the  neighbourhood,  most  of  them  our 
relations,  one  of  whom  brought  along  with 
him  my  cousin  the  fox-hunter,  who  had  stay<!(i 
at  his  house  since  he  was  obliged  to  leave  hif? 
own.  My  father  was  generous  enough  ff 
receive  him  kindly,  and  even  promised  to 
purchase  for  him  a  commission  in  the  army, 
for  which  he  expressed  great  tiiankfulness 
and  joy. 

My  charming  Narcissa  was  universaFly 
admired  and  loved,  for  her  beauty,  affability 
and  good  sense  ;  and  so  well  j)leased  witii 
the  situation  of  tiie  place,  and  the  company 
round,  that  she  has  not,  as  yet,  discovered 
the  least  desire  of  changing  her  habitation. 

Wc  had  not  been  many  days  settled,  when 
I  prevailed  upon  my  father  to  pay  a  visit  to 
tlie  village  where  I  had  been  at  school. 
Here  we  were  received  by  the  principal 
inhabitants,  who  entertained  us  in  the  church, 
where  Mr  Syntax  the  schoolmaster  (my 
tyrant  being  dead)  pronounced  a  Latin  ora- 
tion in  honour  of  our  family.  And  none 
exerted  themselves  more  than  Strap's  fathe? 
and  relations,  who  looked  upon  the  lionert 
valet  as  the  first  gentleman  of  their  race, 
and  honoured  his  benefactors  accordingly. 
Having  received  the  homage  of  this  place, 
we    retired,   leaving   forty   pounds    fjr   lh«; 
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aenent  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  ;  and  that 
very  night,  Strap  being  a  little  elevated  with 
(he  regard  that  had  been  shown  to  hin.,  and 
to  mc  on  his  account,  ventured  to  tell  me, 
that  he  had  a  sneaking  kindness  for  Miss 
Williams,  and  that,  if  Ijis  lady  and  I  would 
use  our  interest  in  his  behalf,  he  did  not 
doubt  that  she  would  listen  to  liis  addresses. 
Surprised  at  this  proposal,  1  asked  if  he 
knew  the  story  of  that  unfortunate  young 
gentlewoman:  upon  which  he  replied  — 
"  Yes,  yes,  I  know  w^Iiat  you  mean — she  lias 
been  unhappy,  I  grant  you — but  what  of  that? 
I  am  convinced  of  her  reformation,  or  else 
you  and  my  good  lady  would  not  treat  her 
with  such  respect — as  for  the  censure  of  the 
world,  I  value  it  not  a  fig's  end — besides, 
the  world  knows  notliing  of  the  matter."  I 
commended  his  philosophy,  and  interested 
Narcissa  in  his  cause;  who  interceded  eo 
ofPectually,  that  in  a  little  time  Miss  Wil- 
iianrn  yielded  her  consent,  and  they  were 
married  with  the  approbation  of  Don  Rodrigo, 
wlio  gave  him  five  hundred  pounds  to  stock 
a  i'prra,  and  made  him  overseer  of  his  estate. 
V  f  genf;roui5   )jod-fellow  gave  her  maid  the  | 


same  sum  ;  so  that  they  lived  in  great  peacs 
and  plenty  within  half  a  mile  of  us,  and 
daily  put  up  prayers  for  our  preservation. 

If  there  be  such  a  thing  as  true  happiness 
on  earth,  I  enjoy  it.  The  impetuous  trans- 
ports  of  my  passion  are  now  settled  and 
mellowed  into  endearing  fondness  and  tran- 
quillity of  love,  rooted  by  that  intimate  con 
ne.\ion  and  interchange  of  hearts,  which 
nought  but  virtuous  wedlock  can  produce. 
Fortune  seems  determined  to  make  ample 
amends  for  her  former  cruelty  ;  for  my  proc- 
tor writes,  tliat  notwithstanding  the  clause 
in  my  father-in-law's  will,  on  which  the 
squire  founds  his  claim,  I  shall  certainly  re- 
cover my  wife's  fortune,  in  consequence  ol 
a  codicil  annexed,  which  explains  that  clause, 
and  limits  her  restriction  to  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, after  which  she  was  at  her  own  dispo- 
sal. 1  would  have  set  out  for  London  imme- 
diately after  receiving  this  piece  of  intelli- 
gence, but  my  dear  angel  has  been  qualmish 
of  late,  and  begins  to  grow  remarkably  round 
in  the  waist ;  so  that  I  cannot  leave  her  in 
such  an  interesting  situation,  which  I  hope 
will  produce  something  to  crown  my  felicity 
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CHAPTER  I. 

1^  which  certain  personages  of  this  de- 
lightful history  arc  introduced  to  the 
reader's  acquaintance. 

It  was  on  the  great  nort'xrii  road  from  York 
to  Ijondon,  about  tlie  bcgmninof  of  the  montii 
of  October,  and  the  hour  of  eight  in  the  even- 
ing', that  four  travellers  were,  by  a  violent 
Bt  ewer  of  rain,  driven  for  shelter  into  a  little 
paMic  huusc  on  the  side  of  the  highway,  dis- 
tinguished by  a  sign  which  was  said  to  ex- 
Iiibit  the  figure  of  a  black  lion.  The  kitchen, 
in  which  they  assembled,  was  the  only  room 
for  entertainment  in  the  house,  paved  with 
red  bricks,  remarkably  clean,  furnished  with 
three  or  four  Windsor  chairs,  adorned  with 
shining  plates  of  pewter,  and  copper  sauce- 
pans nicely  scoured,  that  even  dazzled  the 
eyes  of  the  beholder  ;  while  a  cheerful  fire 
of  sea-coal  blazed  in  the  chimney.  Three  of 
the  travellers,  who  arrived  on  horseback, 
having  seen  their  cattle  properly  accommoda- 
ted in  the  stable,  agreed  to  pass  the  time,  until 
the  weather  should  clear  up,  over  a  bowl  of 
rumbo,  which  was  accordingly  prepared  ;  but 
the  fourth,  refusing  to  join  their  company, 
took  his  station  at  the  opposite  side  of  the 
chimney,  and  called  for  a  pint  of  twopenny, 
with  which  he  indulged  himself  apart.  At  a 
little  distance,  on  his  left  hand,  there  was 
another  group,  consisting  of  the  landlady,  a 
decent  widow,  her  two  daughters,  the  elder 
of  wfiom  seemed  to  be  about  the  ago  of  fif- 
teen, and  a  country  lad,  who  served  both  as 
waiter  and  ostler. 

The  social  triumvirate  was  composed  of 
Mr  Fillet,  a  country  practitioner  in  surgery 
and  midwifery.  Captain  Crowe,  and  his 
nephew  Mr  Thomas  Clarke,  an  attorney. 
Fillet  was  a  man  of  some  education,  and  a 
great  deal  of  experience,  shrewd,  sly,  and 
sensible.     Captain  Crowe  had  commanded  a 


merchant  ship  in  the  Mediterranean  trade 
for  many  years,  and  saved  some  money  by 
dint  of  frugality  and  traffic.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent seamen,  brave,  active,  friendly  in  his 
way,  and  scrii^julously  honest ;  but  as  little 
acquainted  with  tiie  world  as  a  sucking 
child  :  whimsical,  impatient,  and  so  impetu- 
ous, tlir.t  he  could  not  help  breaking  in  upon 
the  conversation,  whatever  it  might  be,  with 
repeated  interruptions,  that  seemed  to  burst 
from  him  by  involuntary  impulse.  When  ae 
himself  attempted  to  speak,  ho  never  finished 
his  period,  but  made  such  a  number  of  abrupt 
transitions,  that  his  discourse  seemed  to  be 
an  unconnected  series  of  unfinished  sen- 
tence?, tl:e  meaning  of  which  it  uas  not  easy 
to  decypher. 

His  nephew,  Tom  Clark-,  was  a  young 
fellow,  whose  goodness  of  heart  even  tlio 
exercise  of  his  profession  had  not  been  able 
to  corrupt.  Before  strangers  he  never  own- 
ed himself  an  attorney  without  blushing, 
though  he  had  no  reason  to  blush  for  his  own 
practice  ;  for  he  constantly  refused  to  en 
gage  in  the  cause  of  any  client  whose  cha- 
racter was  equivocal,  and  was  never  known 
to  act  with  such  industry  as  when  concerned 
for  the  widow  and  orphan,  or  any  other  ob- 
ject that  sued  in  forma  pauperis.  Indeed 
he  was  so  replete  with  human  kindness,  that 
as  often  as  an  aflecting  story  or  circumstance 
was  told  in  his  hearing,  it  overllowed  at  hi.<3 
eyes.  Being  of  a  warm  complexion,  he  wap 
very  susceptible  of  passion,  and  somewhat 
libertine  in  his  amours.  In  other  respects, 
ho  piqued  himself  on  understanding  the 
practice  of  the  courts,  and  in  private  compa- 
ny he  took  pleasure  in  laying  down  the  law  , 
but  he  was  an  indifferent  orator,  and  tcdi 
ously  circumstantial  in  his  explanations. 
His  stature  was  rather  diminutive  ;  but,  upon 
the  whole,  he  had  some  title  to  the  charac- 
ter  of  a  pretty  dapper  little  fe.low. 

The   solitary  guest   had    something    very 
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tbrbidding  in  his  aspect,  which  was  contract- 
ed by  an  habitual  frown.  His  eyes  were 
email  and  red,  and  so  deep  set  in  the  sockets, 
that  each  appeared  like  the  unextinguished 
snuff  of  a  farthing  candle,  gleaming  through 
the  horn  of  a  dark  lanthorn.  His  nostrils 
were  elevated  in  scorn,  as  if  his  sense  of 
Bmelling  had  been  perpetually  offended  by 
some  unsavoury  odour :  and  he  looked  as  if 
lie  wanted  to  shrink  within  himself  from  the 
impertinence  of  society.  He  wore  a  black 
periwig,  as  straight  as  the  pinions  of  a  raven, 
an  J  this  was  covered  with  a  hat  flapped,  and 
iastened  to  his  head  by  a  speckled  handker- 
chief tied  under  his  chin.  He  was  wrap- 
ped in  a  great-coat  of  brown  frieze,  under 
which  he  seemed  to  conceal  a  small  bundle. 
His  name  was  Ferret,  and  his  character  dis- 
tinguished by  three  peculiarities.  He  was 
never  seen  to  smile,  he  was  never  heard  to 
speak  in  praise  of  any  person  whatsoever, 
and  he  was  never  known  to  give  a  direct 
answer  to  any  question  that  was  asked,  but 
seemed,  on  all  occasions,  to  be  actuated  by 
the  most  perverse  spirit  of  contradiction. 

Captain  Crowe,  having  remarked  that  it 
was  squally  weather,  asked  how  far  it  was 
to  the  ne.'^t  market-town  :  and  understanding 
that  the  distance  was  not  less  than  si.x  miles, 
said  he  had  a  good  mind  to  come  to  an  an- 
chor for  the  night,  if  so  be  as  ho  could  have 
a  tolerable  berth  in  this  here  harbour.  Mr 
Fillet,  perceiving  by  his  style  that  he  was  a 
seafaring  gentleman,  observed  that  their 
landlady  was  not  used  to  lodge  such  com- 
pany ;  and  expressed  some  surprise  that  he, 
v/ho  had  no  doubt  endured  so  many  storms 
and  hardships  at  sea,  should  think  much  of 
travelling  five  or  six  miles  a-horseback  by 
moonlight.  "For  my  part,"  said  he,  "I  ride 
in  all  weathers,  at  all  hours,  without  mind- 
ing cold,  wet,  wind,  or  darkness.  My  con- 
ptitution  is  so  case-hardened,  that  I  believe 
I  could  live  all  the  year  at  Spitzbergen. 
With  respect  to  this  road,  I  know  every 
foot  of  it  so  exactly,  that  I'll  engage  to  travel 
forty  miles  upon  it  blindfold,  without  making 
one  false  step  ,  and  if  you  have  faith  enough 
to  put  yourselves  under  my  auspices,  I  will 
conduct  you  safe  to  an  elegant  inn,  where 
you  will  meet  with  the  best  accommodation." 
"Thank  you,  brother,"  replied  the  captain, 
"  we  are  much  beholden  to  you  for  your 
courteous  offer ;  but  howsomever,  you  must 
not  think  I  mind  foul  weather  more  than  rny 
neighbours.  I  have  worked  hard  aloft  and 
alow  in  many  a  taught  gale — but  this  here  is 
tiie  case,  d'ye  see ;  we  have  run  down  a 
long  day's  reckoning  ;  our  beasts  have  had  a 
haid  spell  ;  and  as  for  my  own  hap,  brother, 
I  doubt  my  bottom-planks  have  lost  some  of 
their  sheathing,  being  as  how  I  a'n't  used  to 
liiat  kind  of  scrubbing." 

The  doctor,  who  had  practised  aboard  a 
Man  of  war  in  his  youth,  and  was  perfectly 
I'f  II  acquainted  with  the  captain's  dialect 


assured  him,  that,  if  his  bottom  was  dama 
ged,  he  would  new  fay  it  with  an  excellent 
salve,  which  he  always  carried  about  him,  to 
guard  against  such  accidents  on  the  road ; 
but  Tom  Clarke,  who  seemed  to  have  cast 
the  eyes  of  affection  upon  the  landlady's 
eldest  daughter,  Dolly,  objected  to  their 
proceeding  farther  without  rest  and  refresh- 
ment, as  they  had  already  travelled  fifty 
miles  since  morning  ;  and  he  was  sure  his 
uncle  must  be  fatigued  both  in  mind  and 
body,  from  vexation,  as  well  as  from  hard 
exercise,  to  which  he  had  not  been  accus- 
tomed. Fillet  then  desisted,  saying,  he  was 
sorry  to  find  the  captain  had  any  cause  of 
vexation  :  but  he  hoped  it  was  not  an  incu 
rable  evil.  This  expression  was  accompa 
nied  with  a  look  of  curiosity,  which  M. 
Clarke  was  glad  of  an  occasion  to  gratify ; 
for,  as  we  have  hinted  above,  he  was  a  very 
communicative  gentleman,  and  the  affair 
which  now  lay  upon  his  stomach  interested 
him  nearly. 

"  I'll  assure  you,  sir,"  said  he,  "  this  here 
gentleman.  Captain  Crowe,  who  is  my  mo- 
ther's own  brother,  has  been  cruelly  used 
by  some  of  his  relations.  He  bears  as  good 
a  character  as  any  captain  of  a  ship  on  the 
Royal  Exchange,  and  has  undergone  a  vari- 
ety of  hardships  at  sea.  What  d'ye  think, 
now,  of  his  bursting  all  his  sinews,  and  ma- 
king his  eyes  start  out  of  his  head,  in  pulling 
his   ship  off  a  rock,  whereby  he  saved  to  his 

owners" Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the 

captain,  v/ho  exclaimed, — "  Belay,  Tom, 
belay  : — pr'ythee  don't  veer  out  such  a  deal 
of  jaw.  Clap  a  stopper  on  thy  cable,  and 
bring  thyself  up  my  lad.  What  a  deal  of  stuff 
thou  hast  pumped  up  concerning  bursting,  and 
starting,  and  pulling  ships.  Laud  have 
mercy  upon  us  ! — Look  ye  here,  brother — 
look  ye  here — mind  these  poor  crippled 
joints;  two  fingers  on  the  starboard,  and 
three  on  the  larboard  hand ;  crooked,  d'ye 
see,  like  the  knees  of  a  bilander. — I'll  ti'll 
you  what,  brother,  you  seem  to  be  a — ship 
deep  laden — rich  cargo — current  setting  into 
the  bay — hard  gale — lee  shore — ail  hands  in 
the  boat — tow  round  the  headland — self  pull- 
ing for  dear  blood  against  the  whole  crew— ^ 
snap  go  the  finger-braces — crack  went  the 
eye-blocks.  Bounce  day-light — flash  star- 
light— down  1  foundered,  dark  as  hell — whix 
went  my  ears,  and  my  head  spun  like  a 
whirligig. — That  don't  signifv — I'm  a  York- 
shire  boy,  as  the  saying  is — all  my  life  at  sea, 
brother,  by  reason  of  an  old  grandmother  and 
maiden  aunt,  a  couple  of  old  stinking — kept 
me  these  forty  years  out  of  my  grandfather's 
estate. — Hearing  as  how  they  had  taken 
their  departure,  came  ashore,  hired  horses, 
and  clapped  on  all  my  canvass,  steering  to 
the  northward,  to  take  possession  of  my — 
But  it  don't  signify  talking — these  two  old 
piratical — had  held  a  palaver  with  a  lawj'ei 
— an  attorney.  Tom    d'ye  mind  me.  an  at 
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lorncy — and  by  iiis  asi^istance  hove  ine  out 
if  iny  inheritance  ; — that  is  all,  brother — 
hove  rue  out  ot"  tive  luiiulrod  pounds  a-year 
— that's  all — what  sifrnifies — but  such  wind- 
falls we  don't  every  day  |)ick  up  alon<f  shore. 
— Fill  about,  brother — yes,  by  the  Lord  ! 
those  two  sniii<Ttr|inff  harridans,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  an  attorney — an  attorney,  Tom 
—hove  me  out  of  five  hundred  a-year." 
"Yes,  indeed,  sir,"  added  Mr  (JIarke, 
"  those  two  malicious  old  women,  docked 
tlic  intail,  and  lell  the  estate  to  an  alien." 

Here  Mr  Ferret  thoutrht,  proper  to  inter- 
mingle in  the  conversation,  with  a — "  Fish.' 
what,  do'st  talk  of  docking'  the  intail  .' 
Do'st  not  know  that  by  the  statute  Westm. 
"2,  13  Ed.  the  will  and  intention  of  the 
donor  must  be  fulfilled,  and  tlie  tenant  in 
tail  shall  not  alien  after  issue  had,  or  be- 
fore"— "  Give  ine  leave,  sir,"  replied  Tom, 
"  I  presume  you  area  practitioner  in  the  law. 
Now  you  know,  that,  in  the  case  of  a  con- 
tingent remainder,  the  intail  may  be  de- 
stroyed by  levying  a  fine,  and  suffering  a 
recovery  ;  or  otherwise  destroying  the  par- 
ticular estate,  before  the  contingency  hap- 
pens. If  feoffees,  who  possess  an  estate 
only  during  the  life  of  a  son,  where  divers 
remainders  are  limited  over,  make  a  feoff- 
ment in  fee  to  him,  by  ihe  feoffment  all  the 
future  remainders  are  destroyed.  Indeed, 
a  person  in  remainder  may  have  a  writ  of 
intrusion,  if  any  do  intrude  after  the  death 
of  a  tenant  for  life  ;  and  the  writ  ex  f^ravi 
querela  lies  to  e.xecute  a  devise  in  remain- 
der after  the  death  of  a  tenant  in  tail  without 
issue."  "Spoke  like  a  true  disciple  of 
Geber,"  cried  Ferret.  "  No,  sir,"  replied 
Mr  Clarke,  "  Counsellor  Caper  is  in  the 
conveyancing  way — I  was  clerk  to  Serjeant 
Croaker."  "  Ay,  now  you  may  set  up  for 
yourself,"  resumed  the  other,  "  for  you  can 
prate  as  unintelligibly  as  the  best  of  them." 

"  Perhaps,"  said  Tom,  "  I  do  not  make 
myself  understood.  If  so  be  as  how  that  is 
the  case,  let  us  change  the  position,  and 
suppose  that  this  here  case  is  a  tail  after 
a  possibility  of  issue  extinct.  If  a  tenant 
in  tail  afler  a  possibility  make  a  feoffment 
of  his  land,  lie  in  reversion  may  enter  for 
the  forfeiture.  Then  we  must  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  gejieral  tail  and  special 
tail.  It  is  the  word  body  tiiat  makes  the 
intail: — there  must  be  a  body  in  the  tail, 
devised  to  heirs  male  or  female,  otiicrwise 
It  is  a  fee-simple,  because  it  is  not  limited 
of  what  body.  Thus  a  corporation  cannot 
be  seized  in  tail.  F'or  example,  here  is  a 
young  woman — ^what  is  your  name,  my 
dear  1"  "Dolly,"  answered  the  daughter, 
with  a  courtesy.  "  Here's  Dolly — I  seize 
Dolly  in  tail — Bdlly,  I  seize  you  in  tail." 
"  Sha'tthen,"  cried  Dolly,  pouting.  "I  am 
seized  r  f  land  in  fee — I  settle  on  Dolly  in 
t«i7." 

l»olly  who  lid  not  comprehend  the  nature 


of  the  illustration,  understood  him  in  a  literal 
sense,  and,  in  a  whimpering  tone,  exclaimed, 
— "  Sha't  then,  I  tell  thee,  cursed  tuoad  I" 
Tom,  however,  was  so  transported  with  Ins 
subject,  tliat  he  took  no  notice  of  poor 
Dolly's  mistake,  hut  proceeded  in  his  ha- 
rangue U|)on  the  diHerent  kinds  of  tails,  re- 
mainders, and  seisins,  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  noise  that  alarmed  the  whole 
company.  The  rain  had  been  succeeded  by 
a  storm  of  wind,  that  howled  around  the 
house  with  the  most  savage  impetuosity ; 
and  the  heavens  were  overcast  in  such  a 
manner,  liiat  not  one  star  appeared,  so  that 
all  without  was  darkness  and  uproar.  This 
aggravated  thehorror  of  divers  loud  screams, 
wliich  even  the  noise  of  the  blast  could  not 
exclude  from  the  ears  of  our  astonished 
travellers.  Captain  Crowe  called  out, — 
"  Avast,  avast !"  Tom  Clarke  sat  silent, 
staring  wildly,  with  his  mouth  still  open. 
The  surgeon  himself  seemed  startled  ;  and 
Ferret's  countenance  betrayed  evident  marks 
of  confusion.  The  ostler  moved  nearer  the 
chimney;  and  the  good  woman  of  the  house, 
with  her  two  daughters,  crept  closer  to  the 
company. 

After  some  pause  the  captain,  starting 
up, — "  These,"  said  he,  "  be  signals  of  dis- 
tress. Some  poor  souls  in  danger  of  foun- 
dering— let  us  bear  up  a-liead,  and  see  if 
we  can  give  them  any  assistance."  The 
landlady  begged  him,  for  Christ's  sake,  not 
to  think  of  going  out ;  for  it  was  a  spirit  that 
would  lead  him  astray  into  fens  and  rivers, 
and  certainly  do  liiVn  a  mischief.  Crowe 
seemed  to  be  staggered  by  this  remonstrance, 
which  his  nephew  reinforced,  observing,  that 
it  might  be  a  stratagem  of  rogues  to  decoy 
them  into  the  fields,  that  they  might  rob 
them  under  the  cloud  of  night.  Thus  ex- 
horted, he  resumed  his  seat ;  and  Mr  Ferret 
began  to  make  very  severe  strictures  upon 
the  folly  and  fear  of  those  who  believed  and 
trembled  at  the  visitation  of  spirits,  ghosts, 
and  ijoblins.  He  said,  he  would  engage  with 
tv.-elve  pennyworth  of  phosphorus  to  frighten 
a  whole  parish  out  of  their  senses.  Then  he 
expatiated  on  the  pusillanimity  of  the  nation 
in  general,  ridiculed  the  militia,  censured  the 
government,  and  dropped  some  hints  about 
a  cliange  of  hands,  which  the  captain  could 
not,  and  the  doctor  would  not,  comprehend. 

Tom  Clarke,  from  the  freedom  of  his  dis- 
course, concluded  he  was  a  ministerial  spy, 
and  communicated  hisopinion  to  his  uncle  inn 
whisper,  while  this  misanthro))e  continued  to 
pour  Ibrth  his  invectives  with  a  fluency  pecu 
liar  to  himself.  The  trutli  is,  Mr  Ferret  had 
been  a  party  writer,  not  from  principle,  but 
employment,  and  had  felt  the  rod  of  power ; 
in  order  to  avoid  a  second  exertion  of  which, 
he  now  found  it  convenient  to  skulk  about 
in  the  country  ;  for  he  had  received  intima 
tion  of  a  warrant  froni  the  secretary  of  state, 
who  wanted  to  be  better  acquainted  wil" 
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his  person.  Notwithstaiidiiij  the  ticklish 
nature  of  ais  situation,  it  was  become  so 
l:abitual  to  him  to  think  and  speak  in  a  cer- 
tain niannar,  that,  even  before  strangers, 
svliose  principles  and  connexions  he  could 
not  possibly  know,  he  hardly  ever  opened 
his  mouth,  without  uttering  some  direct  or 
implied  sarcasm  against  the  government. 

He  had  already  proceeded  a  considerable 
way  in  demonstrating  that  the  nation  was 
bankrupt  and  beggared,  and  that  those  wiio 
stood  at  the  helm  were  steering  full  into  the 
i;'ulf  of  inevitable  destruction,  when  his  lec- 
ture was  suddenly  suspended  by  a  violent 
Icnockmg  at  the  door,  whicii  threatened  the 
whole  house  with  immediate  demolition. 
Captain  Crowe,  believing  they  should  be 
instantly  boarded,  unsheathed  his  hanger, 
and  stood  in  a  posture  of  defence.  Mr  Fillet 
tirmed  himself  with  the  poker,  wliich  hap- 
pened to  be  red  hot ;  the  ostler  pulled  down 
'I  rusty  firelock,  that  hung  by  the  roof  over 
a  flitch  of  bacon.  Tom  Clarke,  perceiving 
the  landlady  and  her  children  distracted  with 
terror,  conducted  them,  out  of  mere  compass- 
ion, below  stairs  into  tlie  cellar;  and  as  for 
.Mr  Ferret,  he  prudently  withdrev  into  an 
udjoining  pantry. 

But  as  a  personage  of  great  importance  in 
this  entertaining  history  was  forced  to  re- 
aiain  some  time  at  the  door  before  he  could 
^ain  admittance,  so  must  the  reader  wait 
Vi'ith  patience  for  the  next  chapter,  in  which 
he  will  see  the  cause  of  this  disturbance  ex- 
nlained  much  to  his  comfort  and  edification. 


CHAPTER  n. 

fn  vhich  the  hero  of  these  adventures  makes 
his  first  appearance  on  the  stage  of  ac- 
tion. 

'f  HE  outward  door  of  the  Black  Lion  had 
already  sustained  two  dreadful  shocks  ;  but 
«t  the  third  it  flew  open,  and  in  stalked  an 
fepparition  that  smote  the  Iiearts  of  our  trav- 
ellers with  fear  and  trepidation.  It  was  the 
figure  of  a  man  armed  cap-a-pee,  bearing  on 
his  shoulders  a  bundle  dropping  with  water, 
which  afterward-3  appeared  to  be  the  body 
of  a  man  that  seemed  to  have  been  drowned, 
Hnd  fished  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  neigh- 
Louring  river. 

Having  deposited  nis  burden  carefully  on 
the  floor,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  com- 
pany in  these  words  : — "  Be  not  surprised, 
f;fOod  peo|)le,  at  tiiis  unusual  appearance, 
which  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  to  explain  ; 
Hud  forgive  the  rude  and  boisterous  manner 
in  which  I  have  demanded,  and  indeed  forced 
admittance  :  tjje  violence  of  my  intrusion 
•vas  the  effect  of  necessity.  In  crossing  the 
liver,  my  squire  and  his  horse  were  swept 
HWay  by  the  stream  ;  and,  with  Kcme  diffi- 
fitll  V,  T  have  been  able  to  drag  him  ashore, 


thougli  I  am  afraid  my  assistance  reached 
iiim  too  late  :  for,  since  I  brought  him  tc 
land,  he  has  given  no  signs  of  life." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  a  groan,  which 
issued  from  the  ciiest  of  the  squire,  and  ter- 
rified the  spectators  as  much  as  it  comforted 
the  master.  After  some  recollection,  Mr 
Fillet  began  to  undress  the  body,  which  waa 
laid  in  a  blanket  on  the  floor,  and  rolled 
from  side  to  side  by  liis  direction.  A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  water  being  discharged 
from  the  mouth  of  this  unfortunate  squire,  he 
uttered  a  hideous  roar,  and,  opening  his  eyes, 
stared  wildly  around  :  then  the  surgeon  un- 
dertook for  his  recovery,  and  liis  master  went 
forth  with  the  ostler  in  quest  of  the  horses, 
which  he  had  left  by  the  side  of  the  river.  Hi? 
back  was  no  sooner  turned,  than  Ferret,  who 
had  been  peeping  from  behind  the  pantry- 
door,  ventured  to  rejoin  the  company ;  pro 
nouncing,  with  a  smile  or  rather  grin  of  con- 
tempt,— "  Hey-day  I  what  precious  mummery 
is  this  ■?  What,  arc  we  to  have  the  farce  of 
Hamlet's  ghost!"  Adzooks,"  cried  the  cap- 
tain, "my  kinsman  Tom  has  dropped  a-stern — 
hope  in  God  a  has  not  bulged  to,  and  gone 
to  bottom."  "  Pish,"  exclaimed  the  mis- 
anthrope, "  there's  no  danger ;  the  young 
lawyer  is  only  seizing  Dolly  in  tail." 

Certain  it  is,  Dolly  squeaked  at  that  in- 
stant in  the  cellar ;  and  Clarke  appearing 
soon  after  in  some  confusion,  declared  she 
had  been  frightened  by  a  flash  of  lightning ; 
but  this  assertion  was  not  confirmed  by  the 
young  lady  herself,  who  eyed  him  with  a 
sullen  regard,  indicating  displeasure,  though 
not  indifference ;  and  when  questioned  by 
her  mother,  replied, — "  A  doan't  maind  what 
a  says,  so  a  doan't,  vor  all  his  godden  jacket, 
then." 

In  the  meantime  the  surgeon  had  performed 
the  operation  of  phlebotomy  on  the  squire, 
who  was  lifted  into  a  chair,  and  supported 
by  the  landlady  for  that  purpose  ;  but  he  had 
not  as  yet  given  any  sign  of  having  retrieved 
the  use  of  his  senses.  And  here  Mr  Fillet 
could  not  help  contemplating,  with  surprise, 
the  strange  figure  and  accoutrements  of  liis 
patient,  who  seemed  in  age  to  be  turned  oi 
fifty.  His  stature  was  below  the  middle 
size ;  he  was  thick,  squat,  and  brawny,  v.'ith 
a  small  protuberance  on  one  shoulder,  and  a 
prominent  belly,  which,  in  consequence  of 
the  water  he  had  swallowed,  now  strutted 
beyond  its  usual  dimensions.  His  forehead 
Wcis  remarkably  convex,  and  so  very  low, 
that  his  black  "bushy  hair  descended  within 
an  inch  of  his  nose ;  but  this  did  not  conceal 
the  wrinkles  of  his  front,  which  were  mani- 
fold. His  small  glimmei'ng  eyes  resembled 
those  of  the  Hampshire  porker,  that  turns 
up  the  soil  with  his  projecting  snout.  His 
cheeks  were  ehrivelled  and  puckered  at  the 
corners,  like  til?  seams  of  a  regimental  coat, 
as  it  comes  from  the  hands  of  the  contractor : 
his  nose  bore  a  strong  analogy  in  shape  to  o 
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U?nnis-ball,  and  in  colour  to  a  mulberry  ;  for 
ail  tlie  water  of  the  river  had  not  been  able 
to  quench  the  natural  rtru  of  that  feature. 
Hig  upper  jaw  was  furnis-hod  with  two  long 
white  sharp-pointed  teeth  or  fangs,  such  as 
che  reader  may  have  observed  in  the  chaps 
jf  a  wolf,  or  full-grown  mastift",  and  an 
anatomist  would  describe  as  a  preternatural 
elongation  of  the  denies  canini.  His  chin 
was  so  long,  so  pcalicd,  and  incurvatcd,  us 
to  form  in  profile,  with  his  impending  fore- 
head, the  exact  rescniblance  of  a  moon  in 
tiie  first  quarter.  With  respect  to  his  equi- 
page, he  had  a  leathern  cap  upon  his  head, 
faced  like  tliose  worn  by  marines,  and  ex- 
hibiting in  embroidery  the  figure  of  a  cres- 
cent. His  coat  was  of  white  cloth,  faced 
with  black,  and  cut  in  a  very  antique  fashion  ; 
and,  in  lieu  of  a  wai.stcoast,  he  wore  a  buft" 
jerkin.  His  feet  were  cased  with  loose  bus- 
kins, which,  though  they  rose  almost  to  his 
knee,  could  not  hide  that  curvature  known 
by  tiie  appellation  of  bandy  legs.  A  large 
string  of  bandaliers  garnished  a  broad  bolt 
that  graced  his  shoulders,  from  whence  de- 
pended an  instrument  of  war,  wliich  was 
something  between  a  back-sword  and  a  cut- 
lass ;  and  a  case  of  pistols  were  stuck  in  his 
girdle. 

Such  was  the  figure  which  the  whole  compa- 
ny now  surveyed  with  admiration.  After  some 
pause,  he  seemed  to  recover  his  recollection. 
He  rolled  about  his  eyes  around,  and,  atten- 
tively surveying  every  individual,  exclaimed, 
in  a  strange  tone, — "  Bodikcns  !  where's 
Gilbert?"  This  interrogation  did  not  savour 
much  of  sanity,  especially  when  accompanied 
with  a  wild  stare,  which  is  generally  inter- 
preted as  a  sure  sign  of  a  disturbed  under- 
standing: nevertheless,  the  surgeon  endea- 
voured to  assist  his  recollection.  "  Come," 
eaid  ho,  "  have  a  good  heart. — How  dost  do, 
friend  ]"  "  Do  !"  replied  the  squire,  "  do  as 
well  as  I  can  : — that's  a  lie  too  :  I  might  have 
done  better. — I  had  no  business  to  be  here." 
"  Vou  ougiit  to  thank  God  and  your  master," 
resumed  the  surgeon,  "  for  the  providential 
escape  you  have  had."  "Thank  my  mas- 
ter!" cried  the  squire,  "thank  the  devil! 
Go  and  teach  your  grannuin  to  crack  filberts. 
I  know  who  I'm  bound  to  pray  for,  and  who 
1  ought  to  curse,  the  longest  day  I  has'e  to 
live." 

Here  the  captain  interposing, — "  Nay, 
brother,"  said  he,  "you  are  bound  to  pray 
for  this  here  gentleman  as  your  sheet-anchor; 
for,  if  eo  be  as  he  had  not  cleared  your  stow- 
age  of  the  water  you  had  taken  in  at  your 
upper  works,  and  lightened  your  veins,  d'ye 
eee,  by  taking  away  some  of  your  blood, 
adad  !  you  had  driven  before  the  gale,  and 
never  been  brought  up  in  this  world  again, 
d'ye  see."  "  What,  then,  you  would  per- 
suade me,"  replied  the  patient,  "  that  the 
only  way  to  save  my  life  was  to  shed  my 
precious  blood  ?  Look  ye,  friend,  it  shall 
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not  be  lost  blood  to  me. — I  take  you  all  to 
witness,  that  there  surgeon,  or  apothecary, 
or  farrier,  or  dog-doctor,  or  whatsoever  he 
may  be,  has  robbed  me  of  the  balsam  of  life  : 
he  has  not  left  me  so  much  blood  in  my  body 
as  would  fatten  a  starved  Ilea. — O!  thai 
there  was  a  lawyer  here  to  serve  lum  with  a 
siscrari.^' 

Then  fixing  his  eyes  upon  Ferret,  he  pro- 
ceeded : — "  An't  you  a  limb  of  the  law, 
friend  ? — No,  1  cry  you  mercy,  you  look  more 
like  a  show-man  or  n  conjurer."  Ferret, 
nettled  at  this  address,  answered, — "  It  would 
be  well  for  you,  that  I  could  conjure  a  little 
common  sense  into  that  numskull  of  yours." 
"  If  I  want  that  commodity,"  rejoined  tiie 
squire,  "  I  must  go  to  another  market,  I 
trow.  — Your  legerdemain  men  bo  more  like 
to  conjure  the  money  from  our  pockets  than 
sense  into  our  skulls. — Vor  my  own  part,  I 
was  once  cheated  of  vorty  good  shillings  by 
one  of  your  broother  cups-and-balls."  In 
all  probability  he  would  have  descended  to 
particulars,  had  he  not  been  seized  with  a 
return  of  his  nausea,  which  obliged  him  to 
call  for  a  bumper  of  brandy.  This  remedy 
being  swallowed,  the  tumult  in  his  stomach 
subsided.  He  desired  he  might  be  put  to 
bed  without  delay,  and  that  half  a  dozen  eggs 
and  a  pound  of  bacon  might,  in  a  couple  of 
hours,  be  dressed  for  his  supper. 

He  was  accordingly  led  oti"  the  scene  by 
the  landlady  and  her  daughter;  and  Mr  Fer- 
ret had  just  time  to  observe  the  fellow  was 
a  composition,  in  which  he  did  not  know 
whether  knave  or  fool  most  predominated, 
when  the  master  returned  from  the  stable  • 
he  had  taken  off  his  helmet,  and  now  dis- 
played a  very  engaging  countenance :  hi.s 
age  did  not  seem  to  exceed  thirty :  he  was 
tall,  and  seemingly  robust ;  his  face  long  and 
oval,  his  nose  aquiline,  his  moutli  furnished 
with  a  set  of  elegant  teeth,  white  as  the 
drifted  snow,  his  complexion  clear,  and  his 
aspect  noble.  His  chesiiut  hair  loosely  flow- 
ed in  short  natural  curls ;  and  his  grey  eyes 
shone  with  such  vivacity,  as  plainly  showed 
that  his  reason  was  a  little  discomposed. 
Such  an  appearance  prepossessed  the  greater 
part  of  the  company  in  his  favour ;  he  bowed 
round  with  the  most  polite  and  affable  ad- 
dress :  inquired  about  his  squire,  and,  being 
informed  of  the  pains  Mr  Fillet  had  taken 
for  his  recovery,  insisted  upon  that  gentle- 
man's  accepting  a  handsome  gratuity  ;  then, 
in  consideration  of  the  cold  bath  he  had  un- 
dergone, he  was  prevailed  upon  to  take  the 
post  of  honour  ;  namely  the  great  chair  front- 
ing the  fire,  which  was  reinforced  with  a 
billet  of  wood  for  his  comfort  and  conve- 
nience. 

Perceiving  his  fellow-travellers  either  over, 
awed  in  silence  by  his  presence,  or  struck 
dumb  with  admiration  at  his  equipage,  he 
accosted  them  in  these  words,  while  an 
agreeable  smile  dimpled  on  hia  cheek. 
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"  The  good  company  wonders,  no  doubt,  to  | 
see  a  man  cased  in  armour,  such  as  hath  been 
for  above  a  whole  century  disused  in  this  and 
every  other  country  of  Europe  ;  and  perhaps 
they  will  be  still  more  surprised,  when  they 
hear  that  man  profess  himself  a  noviciate  of 
that  military  order,  which  hath  of  old  been 
distin/ruished  in  Great  Britain,  as  well  as 
through  all  Christendom,  by  the  name  of 
knights-errant.  Yes,  gentlemen,  in  thai, 
painful  and  thorny  path  of  toil  and  danger  I 
liave  begun  my  career,  a  candidate  for  honest 
fame  ;  determined,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  to 
honour  and  assert  the  efforts  of  virtue  ;  to 
combat  vice  in  all  her  forms,  redress  injuries, 
chastise  oppression,  protect  the  helpless  and 
forlorn,  relieve  the  indigent,  exert  my  best 
endeavours  in  the  cause  of  innocence  and 
beauty,  and  dedicate  my  talents,  such  as 
they  are,  to  the  service  of  my  country." 

"  What!"  said  Ferret,  "you  set  up  for  a 
modern  Don  Quixote  ? — The  scheme  is  rather 
too  stale  and  extravagant. — What  was  a 
humourous  romance  and  well-timed  satire  in 
Spain  near  two  hundred  years  ago,  will  make 
but  a  sorry  jest,  and  appear  equally  insipid 
and  absurd,  when  really  acted  from  affecta- 
tion, at  this  time  of  day,  in  a  country  like 
England." 

The  knight,  eyeing  this  censor  with  a  look 
of  disdain,  replied,  in  a  solemn,  lofty  tone. — 
"  He  that  firom  affectation  imitates  the  ex- 
travagancies recorded  of  Don  Quixote,  is  an 
impostor  equally  wicked  and  contemptible. 
He  that  counterfeits  madness,  unless  he  dis- 
eembles,  like  the  elder  Brutus,  for  some  vir- 
tuous purpose,  not  only  debases  his  own  soul, 
but  acts  as  a  traitor  to  Heaven,  by  denying 
the  divinity  that  is  within  him. — I  am  neither 
an  affected  imitator  of  Don  Quixote,  nor,  as 
I  trust  in  Heaven,  visited  by  that  spirit  of 
lunacy  so  admirably  displayed  in  the  ficti- 
tious character  exhibited  by  the  inimitable 
Cervantes.  I  have  not  yet  encountered  a 
windmill  for  a  giant,  nor  mistaken  this  pub- 
lic house  for  a  magnificent  castle  :  neither 
do  I  believe  this  gentleman  to  be  the  con- 
stable ;  nor  that  worthy  practitioner  to  be 
Master  Elizabat»  the  surgeon  recorded  in 
Amadis  do  Gaul ;  nor  you  to  be  the  enchanter 
Alquife,  nor  any  otiier  sage  of  history  or 
romance. — I  see  and  distinguish  objects  as 
they  aio  discerned  and  des-cribed  by  other 
men.  I  reason  without  prejudice,  can  en- 
dure contradiction,  and,  as  the  company  per- 
ceives, even  bear  impertinent  censure  with- 
out passion  or  resentment.  I  quarrel  with 
none  but  the  foes  of  virtue  and  decorum, 
against  whom  I  have  declared  perpetual  war, 
uiul  them  I  will  every  where  attack  as  the 
tiattn-al  enemies  of  mankind." 

'•  But  that  war,"  said  the  cynic,  "  may 
foon  be  brought  to  a  conclusion,  and  your 
adventures  close  in  Bridewell,  provided  you 
meet  with  some  determined  constable,  wlio 
will  seize  your  worship  as  a  vagrant,  ac- 


cording to  the  statute."  "  Heaven  and 
earth  !"  cried  the  stranger,  starting  up,  and 
laying  his  hand  on  his  sword,  "  do  I  live 
to  hear  myself  insulted  with  such  an  oppro- 
brious epithet,  and  refrain  from  trampling 
into  dust  the  insolent  calumniator  1" 

The  tone  in  which  these  words  were  pro- 
nounced, and  the  indignation  that  flashed 
from  the  eyes  of  the  speaker,  intimidated 
every  individual  of  the  society,  and  reduced 
Ferret  to  a  temporary  privation  of  all  his 
faculties  :  his  eyes  retired  within  their  sock- 
ets ;  his  complexion,  which  was  naturally  of 
a  copper  hue,  now  shifted  to  a  leaden  colour  ; 
his  teeth  began  to  chatter ;  and  all  his  limbs 
were  agitated  by  a  sudden  palsy.  The  knight 
observed  his  condition  and  resumed  his  seat, 
saying, — "  I  was  to  blame  :  my  vengeance 
must  be  reserved  for  very  different  objects. — 
Friend,  you  have  nothing  to  fear — the  sudden 
gust  of  passion  is  now  blown  over.  Recollect 
yourself,  and  I  will  reason  calmly  on  the 
observation  you  have  made." 

This  was  a  very  seasonable  declaration  to 
Mr  Ferret,  who  opened  his  eyes,  and  wiped 
his  forehead  ;  while  the  other  proceeded  in 
these  teims. — "You  say  1  am  in  danger  of 
being  apprehended  as  a  vagrant:  I  am  net  so 
ignorant  of  the  laws  (if  my  country,  but  that 
1  know  the  description  of  those  who  fall 
within  the  legal  meaning  of  this  odious  term. 
You  must  give  me  leave  to  inform  you, 
friend,  that  I  am  neither  bearward,  fencer, 
stroller,  gipsy,  mountebank,  nor  mendicant; 
nor  do  I  practise  subtle  craft,  to  deceive  and 
impose  upon  the  king's  lieges  ;  nor  can  I  be 
held  as  an  idle  disorderly  person,  travelling 
from  place  to  place,  collecting  moneys  by  vir- 
tue of  counterfeited  passes,  briefs,  and  othei 
false  pretences. — In  what  respect,  therefore, 
am  I  to  be  deemed  a  vagrant  1  Answer 
boldly,  without  fear  or  scruple." 

To  this  interrogation  the  misanthrope  re- 
plied, with  a  faultering  accent, — "  If  not  a 
vagrant,  you  incur  the  penalty  for  riding 
armed  in  affray  of  the  peace."  "  But,  in- 
stead of  riding  armed  in  affray  of  the  peace," 
resumed  the  other,  "  I  ride  in  preservation 
of  the  peace  ;  and  gentleman  are  allowed  by 
the  law  to  wear  armour  for  their  defence. 
Some  ride  w'ith  blunderbusses,  some  with 
pistols,  some  with  swords,  according  to  their 
various  inclinations.  Mine  is  to  wear  the 
armour  of  my  forefathers  ;  perhaps  I  use 
them  for  exercise,  i.i  order  to  accustom  my- 
self to  fatigue,  and  strengthen  my  constitu- 
tion ;  perhaps  I  assume  them  for  a  frolic." 

"  But  if  you  swagger  armed  and  in  dis- 
guise, assault  me  on  the  highway,  or  put  me 
in  bodily  fear,  for  the  sake  of  the  je.st,  the 
law  will  punish  jou  in  earnest,"  cried  the 
other.  "  But  my  intention,"  answered  the 
knight,  "  is  carefully  to  avoid  all  those  oc- 
casions of  offence."  "Then,"  said  Ferret, 
"  you  may  go  unarmed  like  other  sober  peo- 
ple."    "  Not  so,"  answered  the  knight,  "  aa 
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i  propose  to  triivel  nil  times,  iiiid  in  itli  ])iaccs, 
mine  unnour  may  fruard  me  njjaiiist  tlie  nt- 
tcmpts  of  treacliery  ;  it  may  defend  mo  in 
combat  ajjainst  odds,  should  I  be  assaulted 
by  a  multitude,  or  have  occasion  to  bring 
malefactors  to  justice." 

"  What,  then,"  exclaimed  the  philosopher, 
"you  intend  to  co-operate  with  the  honour- 
able fraternity  of  thief-lakers  !"  "  I  do  pur- 
nose,"  said  the  youth,  eyeing  him  with  a 
look  of  inelfable  contempt,  "  to  act  as  a  coad- 
jutor to  the  law,  and  even  to  remedy  evils 
which  the  law  cannot  reach;  to  detect  fraud 
and  treason,  abase  insolence,  mortify  pride, 
discourage  slander,  disgrace  immodesty,  and 
stigmatize  ingratitude  :  but  the  infamous  part 
of  a  thief-catcher's  character  I  disclaim.  I 
neither  associate  with  robbers  and  pick- 
pockets, knowing  them  to  be  such,  that,  in 
being  intrusted  witii  their  secrets,  I  may  the 
more  etfectually  betray  them  ;  nor  shall  I 
ever  pocket  the  reward  granted  by  the  legis- 
lature to  those  by  whom  robbers  are  brought 
to  conviction :  but  1  shall  always  tliink  it  my 
duty  to  rid  my  country  of  that  pernicious 
.  vermin,  which  preys  upon  the  bowels  of  the 
commonwealth — not  but  that  an  incorporated 
company  of  licensed  thieves  might,  under 
proper  regulations,  be  of  service  to  the  com- 
munity." 

Ferret,  emboldened  by  the  passive  tame- 
ness  with  which  tlie  stranger  bore  his  last 
reflection,  began  to  think  he  had  nothing  of 
Hector  but  his  outside,  and  gave  a  loose  to 
all  the  acrimony  of  his  party-rancour.  Hear- 
ing the  knight  mention  a  company  of  li- 
censed thieves, — "  What  else,"  cried  he,  "  is 
^he  majority  of  the  nation  !  What  is  your 
standing  army  at  home,  that  eat  up  their 
fellow-subjects  ?  What  are  your  mercenaries 
abroad,  whom  you  hire  to  fight  their  own 
quarrels  1  What  is  your  militia,  that  wise 
measure  of  a  sagacious  ministry,  but  a  larger 
trang  of  petty  thieves,  who  steal  sheep  and 
poultry  through  mere  idleness  ;  and  were 
they  confronted  with  an  enemy,  would  steal 

themselves  away  1     What  is  your but 

a  knot  of  thieves,  who  pillage  the  nation 
under  colour  of  law,  and  enrich  themselves 
with  the  wreck  of  their  country?  When 
you  consider  the  enormous  debt  of  above  an 
hundred  millions,  the  intolerable  load  of 
taxes  and  impositions  under  which  we  groan, 
and  the  manner  in  which  that  burden  is 
yearly  accumulating,  to  support  two  German 
electorates,  without  our  receiving  any  thing 
in  return,  but  the  shows  of  triumph  and  sha- 
dows of  conquest :  I  say,  when  you  reflect 
en  these  circumstances,  and  at  the  same 
time  behold  our  cities  filled  with  bankrupts, 
and  our  country  with  beggars,  can  you  be  so 
infatuated  as  to  deny  that  the  ministry  is 
mad,  or  worse  than  mad  ;  our  wealth  exhaust- 
ed, our  people  miserable,  our  credit  blasted, 
and  our  state  on  the  brink  of  perdition  1 
This  prospect,  indeed,  will  make  the  fainter 


impression,  if  we  recollect  that  we  ourselvcH 
are  a  pack  of  such  profligate,  corruptiid, 
pusillanimous  rascals,  as  deserve  no  salva- 
tion." 

The  stranger,  raising  his  voice  to  a  loud 
tone,  replied, — "  Such,  indeed,  arc  the  in- 
sinuations, equally  false  and  insidious,  with 
which  the  des|)erate  emissaries  of  a  party 
endeavour  to  poison  the  minds  of  his  majes- 
ty's subjects,  in  defiance  of  common  honesty 
and  conunon  sense.  But  he  must  be  blind 
to  all  perception,  and  dead  to  cE.ndour,  who 
does  not  see  and  own  that  we  are  involved 
in  a  just  and  necessary  war,  which  has  been 
maintained  on  truly  Uritish  jjrinciples,  pro- 
secuted with  vigour,  and  crowned  with  suc- 
cess ;  that  our  taxes  are  easy,  in  jjioportion 
to  our  wealth :  that  our  contiuests  arc  equally 
glorious  and  important :  that  our  commerce 
flourishes,  our  people  are  happy,  and  our 
enemies  reduced  to  despair.  Is  there  a  man 
who  boasts  a  British  heart,  that  repines  at 
the  success  and  prosperity  of  iiis  country  1 
Such  there  are,  O  shame  to  patriotism,  and 
reproach  to  Great  Britain  !  who  act  as  the 
emissaries  of  France,  both  in  word  and  writ- 
ing ;  who  exaggerate  our  necessary  burdens, 
magnify  our  dangers,  extol  the  power  of  our 
enemies,  deride  our  victories,  extenuate  our 
conquests,  condcnm  the  measures  of  our  go- 
vernment, and  scatter  the  seeds  of  dissatis- 
faction through  the  land.  Such  domestic 
traitors  are  doubly  the  objects  of  detestation  ; 
first,  in  perverting  truth  ;  and,  secondly,  in 
propagating  falsehood,  to  the  prejudice  of 
that  community  of  which  they  have  professed 
themselves  members.  One  of  these  is  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Ferret,  an  old,  ran- 
corous, incorrigible  instrument  of  sedition  : 
happy  it  is  for  him  that  he  has  never  fallen 
in  my  way;  for,  notwithstanding  the  max- 
ims of  forbearance  which  I  have  adopted,  the 
indignation  which  the  character  of  that  cai- 
tiff inspires  would  probal)Iy  impel  me  to  some 
act  of  violence,  and  I  should  crush  him  like 
an  ungrateful  viper,  that  gnawed  the  bosom 
which  warmed  it  into  life  !" 

These  last  words  were  pronounced  with  a 
wildness  of  look,  tiiat  even  bordered  upon 
frenzy.  The  misanthrope  once  more  retired 
to  the  pantry  for  shelter,  and  the  rest  of  the 
guests  wore  evidently  disconcerted. 

Mr  Fillet,  in  order  to  cliange  the  conver- 
sation, which  was  likely  to  produce  serious 
consequences,  expressed  uncommon  satisfac- 
tion at  the  remarks  which  the  knight  had 
made,  signified  his  approbat  ion  of  the  honour- 
able office  lie  had  undertaken,  declared  him- 
self happy  in  having  seen  such  an  accom- 
plished cavalier,  and  observed,  that  nothing 
was  wanting  to  render  him  a  complete 
knight-errant,  but  some  celebrated  beauty, 
the  mistress  of  his  heart,  whose  idea  might 
animate  hia  breast,  and  strengthen  his  arn; 
to  the  utmost  exertion  of  valour  :  he  added 
that  love  was  the  soul  of  chivalry. 
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The  stranger  started  at  this  discourse.  He 
turned  his  eye  on  the  surgeon  with  a  fi.xed 
regard  ;  his  countenance  changed  ;  a  torrent 
of  tears  gusiied  down  his  cheeks  ;  his  head 
Kunk  upon  his  bosom  ;  he  heaved  a  profound 
sigh,  and  remained  in  silence  with  all  the 
external  marks  of  unutterable  sorrow.  The 
company  were,  in  some  measure,  infected 
by  his  despondence,  concerning  the  cause  of 
which,  however,  they  would  not  venture  to 
inquire. 

Ey  this  time  the  landlady,  having  disposed 
of  the  squire,  desired  to  know,  with  many 
courtesies,  if  his  honour  would  not  choose  to 
put  off  his  wet  garments,  assuring  him,  that 
fc-he  had  a  very  good  feather-bed  at  his  service, 
upon  which  many  gcntlevolks  of  the  virst 
quality  ha"l  lain  ;  that  the  sheets  were  well 
aired,  and  that  Dolly  would  warm  them  for 
his  worship  with  a  pan  of  coals."  This  hos- 
pitable offer  being  repeated,  he  seemed  to 
wake  from  a  trance  of  grief,  arose  from  his 
Beat,  and  bowing  courteously  to  the  company, 
withdrew. 

Captain  Crowe,  whose  faculty  of  speech 
had  been  all  this  time  absorbed  in  amazement, 
now  broke  into  the  conversation  with  a  volley 
of  interjections  : — "  Split  my  snatch-block  ! 
— Odd's  firkin  ! — Splice  my  old  shoes  ! — I 
have  sailed  the  salt  seas,  brother,  since  I  was 
no  higher  than  the  Triton's  taff'rel — east, 
west,  north,  and  south,  as  the  saying  is — 
Blacks,  Indians,  Moors,  Morattos,  and  Sea- 
poys  ; — but,  smite  my  timbers  !  such  a  man 
of  war — " 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  his  nephew, 
Tom  Clarke,  who  had  disappeared  at  the 
knight's  first  entrance,  and  now  produced 
himself  with  an  eagerness  in  his  look,  while 
the  tears  started  in  his  eyes.  "  Lord  bless 
my  soul !"  cried  he,  "  1  know  that  gentleman 
and  his  servant,  as  well  as  I  know  my  own 
fatlier.  I  am  his  own  godson,  uncle  ;  he 
stood  for  me  when  he  was  a  boy — yes,  in- 
deed, sir,  my  father  was  steward  to  the  estate 
—I  may  say  I  was  bred  up  in  the  family  of 
Sir  Everhard  Greaves,  who  has  been  dead 
these  two  years — this  is  the  only  son.  Sir 
liauncelot  ;  the  best  natured,  worthy,  gener- 
ous gentleman — I  oare  not  who  knows  it  :  I 
love  him  as  well  as  if  he  was  my  own  flesh 
and  b'ood — " 

At  this  period,  Tom,  whose  heart  was  of 
.he  melting  mood,  began  to  sob  and  weep 
plenteously,  from  pure  affection.  Crowe, 
who  was  not  very  subject  to  these  tender- 
nesses, d — d  him  for  a  chicken-hearted  lub- 
l)er;  repeating,  vvi:h  much  peevishness, — 
"  What  do'st  cry  for  ?  what  do'st  cry  for, 
noddy?"  The  surgeon,  impatient  to  know 
the  story  of  Sir  Launcelot,  which  he  had 
heard  imperfectly  recounted,  begged  tiiat  Mr 
Clarke  would  compose  hiniself,  and  relate  it 
as  circumstantially  as  his  memory  could  re- 
tain the  particulars;  and  Ton,  wiping  his 
eyea,  promised  to  give  him  that  satisfaction  ; 


which  the  reader,  if  he  be  so  minded    mil 
partake  in  the  next  chapter. 


CHAPTER  m. 

Which    he  reader,  on  perusal,  may  wish 
were  chapter  the  last. 

The  doctor  prescribed  a  repetatur  of  the 
jalap,  and  mixed  the  ingredients  secundum 
artem ;  Tom  Clarke  hemmed  thrice,  to  clear 
his  pipes ;  wliile  the  rest  of  the  company, 
including  Dolly  and  her  mother,  who  had  by 
this  time  administered  to  the  knight,  com- 
pose i  themselves  into  earnest  and  hushed 
attention.  Then  the  young  lawyer  began 
his  narrative  to  this  efl'ect : — 

"  I  tell  ye  what,  gemmen,  I  don't  pretend 
in  this  here  case  to  flourish  and  harangue 
like  a — having  never  been  called  to — but 
what  of  that  dy'e  see  1 — perhaps  I  may  know 
as  much  as — facts  are  facts,  as  the  saying 
is.  I  shall  tell,  repeat,  and  relate,  a  plain 
story — matters  of  fact,  d'ye  see,  without 
rhetoric,  oratory,  ornament,  or  embellish, 
ment ;  without  repetition,  tautology,  circum- 
locution, or  going  about  the  bush ;  facts 
which  I  shall  aver,  partly  on  the  testimony 
of  my  own  knowledge,  and  partly  from  the 
information  of  responsible  evidences  of  good 
repute  and  credit,  any  circumstance  known 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : — for,  as  the 
law  saith,  if  so  be  as  how  there  is  an  excep- 
tion to  evidence,  that  exception  is  in  its 
nature  but  a  denial  of  what  is  taken  to  be 
good  by  the  other  party,  and  exceptio  in  nan 
exceptis  firmat  regulam,  d'ye  see. — But 
howsomever,  in  regard  to  this  here  affair,  we 
need  not  be  so  scrupulous  as  if  we  were 
pleading  before  a  judge  sedente  curia." 

Ferret,  whose  curiosity  was  rather  more 
eager  than  that  of  any  other  person  in  this 
audience,  being  provoked  by  this  preamble, 
dashed  the  pipe  he  had  just  filled  in  pieces 
against  the  grate  ;  and  after  having  pro. 
nounced  the  interjection  pish !  with  an  acri- 
mony of  aspect  altogether  peculiar  to  liimself, 
— "  If,"  said  he,  "  impertinence  and  folly 
were  felony  by  the  statute,  there  would  be 
no  want  of  unexceptionable  evidence  to  hang 
such  an  eternal  babbler."  "  Anan,  babbler  !" 
cried  Tom,  reddening  with  passion,  and 
starting  up,  "  I'd  have  you  to  know,  sir,  that 
I  can  bite  as  well  as  babble ;  and  that,  if  . 
am  so  minded,  I  can  run  upon  the  loot  after 
my  game  without  being  in  fault,  as  the  say- 
ing  is ;  and  which  is  more,  I  can  shake  an 
old  fox  by  the  collar." 

How  far  this  young  lawyer  might  htXv 
proceeded  to  prove  himself  staunch  on  the 
person  of  the  misanthrope,  if  he  had  not  been 
prevented,  we  shall  not  determine ;  but  the 
whole  company  were  alarmed  at  his  looks, 
and  expressions.  Dolly's  rosy  cheeks  as 
sumcd  f.n  ash-  colour,  'vhile  she  ran  between 
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the  disputants,  crying', — "  Naay,  naay — vor 
the  love  of  CJod  doant  then,  doant  tlion  !" 
But  Captain  (^rowe  exerted  a  parental  au- 
thority over  his  ncpiicw,  saying-, — "  Avast, 
Tom,  avast !  snug'a  the  word — we'll  have  no 
foarding',  d'ye  see.  Haul  forward  thy  chair 
again,  take  thy  berth,  and  j)rooced  with  thy 
story  in  a  direct  course,  without  yawing 
like  a  Dutch  yaiiky." 

Tom,  tlius  tutored,  recollected  himself,  re- 
sumed his  seat,  and,  atler  some  pause,  plunged 
at  once  into  the  current  of  narration. — "  I 
«.old  you  before,  gemmen,  that  the  gentleman 
.n  armour  was  the  only  son  of  Sir  Evcrliard 
Greaves,  wlio  possessed  a  I'ree  estate  of  five 
ihousand  a  year  in  our  county,  and  was 
respected  by  all  his  neighbours  as  much  for 
his  personal  merit  as  for  his  family  fortune. 
Witii  respect  to  his  son  Lauiicelot,  whom 
you  have  seen,  I  can  remember  nothing  until 
he  returned  from  the  university,  about  tiie 
ago  of  seventeen,  and  then  I  myself  was  not 
more  than  ten  years  old.  The  young  gentle- 
man was  at  that  time  in  mourning  for  his 
mother;  though,  God  he  knows,  Sir  Evcrhard 
had  more  cause  to  rejoice  than  to  be  alllicted 
at  her  death :  for,  among  friends  (here  he 
towered  his  voice,  and  looked  round  the 
kitchen),  she  was  very  wiiimsical,  e.xpensive, 
iil-tempered,  and  I'm  afraid,  a  little — upon 
ihe — flighty  order — a  little  touched  or  so  ; 
Dut  mum  for  that — the  lady  is  now  dead  ;  and 
it  is  my  ma.\im,  de  mortuis  nil  nisi  honiim. 
The  young  squire  was  even  then  very  hand- 
somef  and  looked  remarkably  well  in  his 
weepers  ;  but  he  had  an  awkward  air  and 
shambling  gait,  stooped  mortally,  and  was 
so  shy  and  silent  that  he  would  not  look  a 
stranger  in  the  face,  nor  open  his  mouth  be- 
fore company.  Whenever  ho  spied  a  horse 
or  carriage  at  the  gate,  he  would  make  his 
escape  into  tiie  garden,  and  from  thonco  into 
the  park  ;  where  many  is  tlie  good  time  and 
often  he  has  been  found  sitting  under  a  tree, 
with  a  book  in  his  hand,  reading  Greek, 
Latin,  and  other  foreign  lingos. 

•'  Sir  Everhard  himself  was  no  great 
scholar,  and  my  father  had  forgot  his  class- 
ical learning ;  and  so  the  rector  of  the  parish 
v/as  desired  to  examine  young  Launcelot. 
It  was  a  long  time  before  he  found  an  oppor- 
ttniity ;  the  squire  always  gave  him  the  slip. 
At  length  the  parson  catched  him  in  bod  of 
a  morning,  and  locking  the  door,  to  it  they 
went  tooth  and  nail.  What  passed  betwixt 
them  the  Lord  in  heaven  knows ;  but,  when 
the  doctor  ramo  forth,  he  looked  wild  and 
haggard  as  if  he  had  seen  a  ghost,  his  face 
as  white  as  paper,  and  his  lips  trembling  like 
an  aspen  lea-f.  '  Parson,'  said  the  knight, 
'  what  is  the  matter  ] — how  do'st  find  my  son  1 
I  hope  he  won't  turn  out  a  ninny,  and  dis- 
grace his  family !'  Tiie  doctor,  wiping  the 
sweat  from  hi.s  forehead,  replied,  with  some 
hesitation, — '  he  could  not  tell— he  hopod  the 
best — the  squire  was  to  be  sure  a  very  e.xtra- 
CI* 


ordinary  young  gentleman.'  But  the  father 
urging  him  to  give  ar  explicit  answer,  ho 
frankly  declared,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  son 
would  turn  out  either  a  mirror  of  wisdom  or 
a  monument  of  folly  ;  for  his  genius  and  dis- 
position wore  altogether  preternatural.  The 
knight  was  sorely  vexed  at  this  declaration, 
and  signified  his  displeasure  by  saying,  the 
doctor,  like  a  true  priest,  dealt  in  mysteries 
and  oracles,  that  would  admit  of  diflenMit  and 
indeed  contrary  interpretations.  He  after- 
wards  consulted  my  fatlier,  who  had  served 
as  steward  upon  the  estate  for  above  thirty 
years,  and  acquinjd  a  considerable  sJiaro  oi' 
his  favour. — '  Will  (Uarke,'  said  he,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  'what  shall  I  do  with  this 
unfortunate  lad  1  I  would  to  God  he  had 
never  been  born  ;  for  I  fear  he  will  bring  my 
grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.  VVhcii 
I  am  gone,  he  will  throw  away  the  estate, 
and  bring  himself  to  infamy  and  ruin,  by 
keeping  company  with  rooks  and  beggars. 
O  Will !  I  could  forgive  extravagance  in  a 
young  man ;  hut  it  breaks  my  heart  to  see 
my  only  son  give  such  repeated  proofs  of  a 
mean  spirit  and  sordid  disposition  !' 

"  Hero  the  old  gentleman  shed  a  flood  of 
tears,  and  not  without  some  shadow  of  rea- 
son. By  this  time  Launcelot  was  grown  so 
reserved  to  his  father,  that  he  seldom  saw 
him,  or  any  of  his  relations,  except  when  ho 
was  in  a  manner  forced  to  appear  at  table, 
and  there  his  bashfulncss  seemed  every  day 
to  increase.  On  the  other  hand,  he  had 
formed  some  very  strange  connections. 
Every  morning  he  visited  the  stable,  where 
he  not  only  conversed  with  the  grooms  and 
helpers,  but  scraped  acquaintance  with  the 
horses  :  he  fed  his  favourites  with  his  own 
iiand,  streaked,  caressed  and  rode  them  by 
turns  :  till  at  last  they  grow  so  familiar,  that, 
even  when  they  were  a-field  at  grass,  and 
saw  him  at  a  distance,  thoy  would  toss  their 
manes,  whinny  like  so  many  colts  at  sight 
of  the  dam,  and  galloping  up  to  the  place 
where  he  stood,  smell  him  all  over. 

"  You  must  know  that  I  myself,  though  a 
child,  was  his  companion  in  all  these  excur- 
sions.  He  took  a  liking  to  me  on  account 
of  my  being  his  godson,  and  gave  me  more 
money  than  I  knew  what  to  do  with  :  he  had 
always  plenty  of  cash  for  the  asking,  as  my 
father  was  ordered  to  supply>.hiin  liberally, 
the  knight  thinking  that  a  command  ot 
money  might  help  to  raise  his  thoughts  to  a 
proper  consideration  of  his  own  importance. 
He  never  could  endure  a  common  beggar, 
that  was  not  either  in  a  state  of  infancy  or 
of  old  ago  ;  but,  in  other  respects,  ho  mad(! 
the  guineait  dy  in  such  a  manner,  as  looked 
more  like  madness  than  generosity.  He 
had  no  communication  with  your  rich  yeo- 
men,  but  rather  treated  them  and  their  fami- 
lies  with  studied  contempt,  because,  forsooth, 
they  pretended  to  assume  the  dress  and 
manners  of  the  gentrv 
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"  They  kopt  their  footmen,  their  saddle- 
horses,  and  chaises  :  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters appeared  in  their  jewels,  their  silks, 
and  their  satins,  their  negligees  and  trolo- 
pees ;  their  clumsy  shanks,  like  so  many 
chines  of  beef,  were  cased  in  silk-hose  and 
embroidered  slippers  ;  their  raw-red  fingers, 
gross  as  the  pipes  of  a  chamber-organ, 
which  had  been  employed  in  milking  the 
cows,  in  twirling  the  mop  or  churn-staff, 
being  adorned  with  diamonds,  were  taught 
to  thrum  the  pandola,  and  even  to  touch 
the  keys  of  the  harpsichord  !  Nay,  in 
e,very  village  they  kej)!  a  route,  and  set  up 
an  assembly;  and  in  one  place  a  hog-butcher 
was  master  of  the  ceremonies. 

"  I  have  heard  Mr  Greaves  ridicule  them 
for  their  vanity  and  awkward  imitation  ; 
and  therefore,  I  believe,  he  avoided  all  con- 
cerns with  them,  even  when  they  endea- 
voured to  engage  his  attention.  It  was  the 
lower  sort  of  people  with  whom  he  chiefly 
conversed,  such  as  ploughmen,  ditchers,  and 
other  day-labourers.  To  every  cottager  in 
the  parish  he  was  a  bounteous  benefactor, 
lie  was,  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  word,  a 
careful  overseer  of  the  poor  ;  for  he  went 
from  house  to  house,  industriously  inquiring 
Lnto  the  distresses  of  the  people.  He  re- 
paired their  huts,  clothed  their  backs,  filled 
their  bellies,  and  supplied  them  with  necessa- 
ries for  exercising  their  industry  and  different 
occupations. 

*'  I'll  give  you  one  instance  now,  as  a 
specimen  of  his  character.  He  and  I,  stroll- 
ing one  day  on  the  side  of  a  common,  saw 
two  boys  picking  hips  and  haws  from  the 
hedges  :  one  seemed  to  be  about  five,  and  the 
&ther  a  year  older  ;  they  were  both  barefoot 
and  ragged,  but  at  the  same  time  fat,  fair, 
and  in  good  condition.  ♦  Who  do  you  be- 
long to?'  said  Mr  Greaves.  'To  Mary 
Stile,'  replied  the  oldest,  '  the  widow  that 
rents  one  of  them  housen.'  'And  how 
do'st  live,  my  boy  ]  thou  lookest  fresh  and 
•oily,'  resumed  the  squire.  '  Lived  well 
enough  till  yesterday,'  answered  the  child. 
*  And  pray  what  happened  yesterday,  my 
boyV  continued  Mr  Greaves.  'Happened!' 
said  he,  '  why  mammy  had  a  coople  of  little 
Welch  keawes,  that  gi'en  milk  enough  to 
fill  all  our  bellies  ;  mammy's,  and  mine,  and 
Dick's  here,  and  my  two  little  sisters  at 
lioam  :  yesterday  the  squire  seized  the 
keawes  f  )r  rent,  God  rot'un !  Mammy's 
gone  to  bed  sick  and  sulky  :  my  two  sisters 
be  crying  at  hoam  vor  vood  ;  and  Dick  and 
I  be  come  hither  to  pick  haws  and  bullies.' 

"  My  godfather's  face  grew  red  as  scarlet; 
he  took  one  of  the  children  in  either  hand, 
and  leading  them  towards  the  house,  found 
Sir  Everhard  talking  with  my  father  before 
the  gate.  Instead  of  avoiding  the  old  gen- 
tleman, as  usual,  he  brushed  up  to  him  with 
R  spirit  he  had  never  shown  before,  and 
presenting  the  two  ragged  boys, — '  Surely, 


sir,'  said  he,  'you  will  not  countenance 
that  there  rufiian,  your  steward,  in  oppressing 
the  widow  and  fatherless  ■?  On  pretence  ol 
distraining  for  the  rent  of  a  cottage,  he  has  rob- 
bed the  mother  of  these  and  other  poor  infant 
orphans  of  two  cows,  which  afforded  them 
their  whole  sustenance.  Shall  you  be  con- 
cerned in  tearing  the  hard-earned  morsel 
from  the  mouth  of  indigence  1  Shall  your 
name,  which  has  been  so  long  mentioned  as 
a  blessing,  be  now  detested  as  a  curse  by 
the  poor,  the  helpless,  and  forlorn  ]  The 
father  of  these  babes  was  once  your  game- 
keeper, who  died  of  a  consumption  caught 
in  your  service.  You  see  they  are  almost 
naked — I  found  them  plucking  haws  and 
sloes,  in  order  to  appease  their  hunger. 
The  wretched  mother  is  starving  in  a  cold 
cottage,  distracted  with  the  cries  of  other 
two  infants,  clamorous  for  food :  and  while 
her  heart  is  bursting  with  anguish  and  des- 
pair, she  invokes  Heaven  to  avenge  the 
widow's  cause  upon  the  head  of  her  unre- 
lenting landlord  !' 

"  This  unexpected  address  brought  tears 
into  the  eyes  of  the  good  old  gentleman. 
'  Will  Clarke,'  said  he  to  my  father,  '  how 
durst  you  abuse  my  authority  at  this  rate? 
You  who  know  I  have  been  always  a  pro- 
tector, not  an  oppressor,  of  the  needy  and 
unfortunate.  I  charge  you,  go  immediately 
and  comfort  this  poor  woman  with  immediate 
relief;  instead  of  her  own  cows,  let  her  have 
two  of  the  best  milch  cows  of  my  dairy  : 
they  shall  graze  in  my  parks  in  summer, 
and  be  foddered  with  my  hay  in  winter. 
She  shall  sit  rent-free  for  life  :  and  I  will 
take  care  of  these  her  poor  orphans.' 

"  This  was  a  very  affecting  scene.  Mr 
Launcelot  took  his  father's  hand  and  kissed 
it,  while  the  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks  ; 
and  Sir  Everhard  embraced  his  son  with 
great  tenderness,  crying — '  My  dear  boy  I 
God  be  praised  for  having  given  you  such  a 
feeling  heart.'  My  father  himself  was 
moved,  thof  a  practitioner  of  the  law,  and 
consequently  used  to  distresses.  He  decla- 
red, that  he  had  given  no  directions  to  dis- 
train ;  and  that  the  bailiff  must  have  done  it 
by  his  own  authority.  '  If  that  be  the  case,' 
said  the  young  squire,  '  let  the  inhuman 
rascal  be  turned  out  of  our  service.' 

"  Well,  gemmen,  all  the  children  were 
immediately  clothed  and  fed.  and  the  poor 
widow  had  well-nigh  run  distracted  with 
joy.  The  old  knight,  being  of  a  humane 
temper  himself,  was  pleased  to  see  such 
proofs  of  his  son's  generosity :  he  was  not 
angry  at  his  spending  his  money,  but  at 
squandering  away  his  time  among  the  dregs 
of  the  people.  For  you  must  know,  he  not 
only  made  matches,  portioned  poor  maid- 
ens, and  set  up  young  couples  that  came  to- 
gether without  money  ;  but  he  mingled  in 
every  rusti-;  diversion,  and  bore  away  the 
prize  in  every  contest.     He  excelled  every 
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iswain  of  lliat  district  in  feats  of  strciig'th 
And  activity  :  in  leapinor,  riinnino-,  wrestling, 
cricket,  ciuigel-playing,  and  pitcliing  tlio  bar; 
and  was  contVssod  to  be,  out  of  siglit,  tlie 
best  dancer  at  all  wakes  and  holidays  :  happy 
was  the  count ry-girl  who  could  engage  the 
jroung  squire  as  her  partner.  To  be  sure, 
It  was  a  comely  sight  for  to  see  as  how  the 
buxom  country-lasses,  fresh  and  fragrant, 
and  blushing  like  the  rose,  in  their  host  ap- 
parel dight,  their  white  hose,  and  clean  short 
dimity  petticoats,  their  gaudy  gowns  of 
printed  cotton  ;  their  top-knots  and  stomach- 
ers, bedizened  witli  bunches  of  ribands  of 
various  colours,  green,  pink  and  yellow  ;  to 
see  them  crowned  with  garlands,  and  assem- 
bled on  May-day,  to  dance  before  squire 
Launcelot,  as  he  made  his  morning's  pro- 
gress through  the  village.  Then  all  the 
young  peasants  made  their  appearance  with 
cockades,  suited  to  the  fancies  of  their  seve- 
ral sweethearts,  and  boughs  of  flowering 
hawthorn.  The  children  sported  about  like 
flocks  of  frisking  lambs,  or  the  young  fry 
swarming  under  the  sunny  bank  of  some 
meandei'ing  river.  The  old  men  and  women, 
in  their  holiday-garments,  stood  at  their 
doors  to  receive  their  benefactor,  and  poured 
forth  blessings  on  him  as  he  passed  :  the 
children  welcomed  him  with  their  shrill 
shouts,  the  damsels  with  songs  of  praise, 
and  tiie  young  men,  with  the  pipe  and  ta- 
bor, marched  before  him  to  the  May-pole, 
which  was  bedecked  with  flowers  and  bloom. 
There  the  rural  dance  began  :  a  plentiful 
dinner,  with  oceans  of  good  liquor,  was  be- 
spoke at  the  White  Hart  :  the  whole  village 
.vas  regaled  at  the  squire's  expense  ;  and 
both  the  day  and  the  night  were  spent  in 
mirth  and  pleasure. 

"  Lord  help  you  !  he  could  not  rest  if  he 
thought  there  was  an  aching  heart  in  the 
whole  parish.  Every  paltry  cottage  was  in 
a  little  time  converted  into  a  pretty,  snug, 
comfortable  habitation,  with  a  wooden  porch 
at  the  door,  glass  casements  in  the  windows, 
and  a  little  garden  behind,  well  stored  with 
greens,  roots,  and  sallads.  In  a  word,  the 
poor's  rate  was  reduced  to  a  mere  trifle  ; 
and  one  would  have  thought  the  golden  age 
was  revived  in  Yorkshire.  But,  as  I  told 
you  before,  the  old  knight  could  not  bear  to 
sec  nis  only  son  so  wholly  attached  to  these 
lowly  pleasures,  while  he  industriously  shun- 
nd  ail  opportunities  of  appearing  in  thai 
superior  sphere  to  which  he  was  designed  by 
nature  and  by  fortune.  He  imputed  his  con- 
duct to  meanness  of  spirit,  and  advised  with 
my  father  touching  the  properest  expedient 
to  wean  his  affections  from  such  low-born 
pursuits.  My  father  counselled  him  to  send 
the  young  gentleman  up  to  London,  to  be  en- 
tered as  a  student  in  the  Temple,  and  re- 
commended him  to  the  superintendence  of 
some  person  who  knew  the  town,  and  might 
ingage  him  insensibly  in  such  amusements 


and  connexions,  as  would  soon  lift  his  idea.-- 
above  the  humble  objects  on  which  they  had 
been  hitherto  cmi)loycd.  This  advice  ap- 
peared so  salutary,  that  it  was  followed  witli- 
out  the  least  hesitation.  The  young  squire 
himself  was  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  the 
proposal ;  and  in  a  few  days  he  set  out  for 
the  great  city  :  but  there  was  not  a  dry  eye 
in  the  parish  at  his  departure,  although  he 
prevailed  upon  his  fatl'.er  to  pay  ,in  his  ab. 
sencc  all  the  pensions  he  had  granted  to 
those  who  could  not  live  on  the  fruit  of  their 
own  industry.  In  what  manner  he  spent  nis 
time  in  London,  it  is  noiio  of  my  business  to 
inquire;  thof  I  know  ])retty  well  what  kind 
of  lives  are  led  by  gcnnnen  of  your  inns  of 
court.  I  myself  once  belonged  to  Serjeant's 
Inn,  and  was  perhaps  as  good  a  wit  and  a 
critic  as  any  templar  of  them  all.  Nay,  as 
for  that  matter,  thof  I  despise  vanity,  I  can 
aver  with  a  safe  conscience,  that  I  had  once 
the  honour  to  belong  to  the  society  called 
the  town :  we  were  all  of  us  attorney's 
clerks,  gemmen,  and  had  our  meetings  at  an 
ale-house  in  Butcher  Row,  where  we  regu- 
lated the  diversions  of  the  theatre. 

"  But  to  return  from  this  digression  :  Sir 
Evorhard  Greaves  did  not  seem  to  be  very 
well  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  his  son  at 
London.  He  got  notice  of  some  irregulari- 
ties and  scrapes  into  which  he  had  fallen  ; 
and  the  squire  seldom  wrote  his  father,  ex- 
cept to  draw  upon  him  for  money  ;  which  he 
did  so  fast,  that  in  eighteen  months  the  old 
gentleman  lost  all  patience. 

"  At  this  period  Squire  Darnel  chanced  to 
die,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  a  minor,  heir- 
ess of  three  thousand  a-year,  under  the 
guardianship  of  her  uncle  Anthony,  whose 
brutal  character  all  the  world  knows.  The 
breath  was  no  sooner  out  of  his  brother's 
body,  than  he  resolved,  if  possible,  to  suc- 
ceed him  in  parliament  as  representative  for 
the  borough  of  Ashenton.  Now  you  must 
know,  that  this  borough  had  been  for  many 
years  a  bone  of  contention  between  the  fami- 
lies of  Greaves  and  Darnel  ;  and  at  length 
the  difference  was  compromised  by  the  inter- 
position of  friends,  on  condition  that  Sir 
Everhard  and  Squire  Darnol  should  alter- 
nately  represent  the  place  in  parliament. 
They  agreed  to  this  compromise  for  their 
mutual  convenience  ;  but  they  were  never 
heartily  reconciled.  Their  political  princi- 
ples did  not  tally  ;  and  their  wives  looked 
upon  each  other  as  rivals  in  fortune  and  mag- 
nificence :  so  that  there  was  no  intercourse 
between  them,  thof  thoy  lived  in  the  same 
neighbourhood.  On  the  contrary,  in  all  dis- 
putes  Ihey  constantly  headed  the  opposite 
parties.  Sir  Everhard  understanding  that 
Anthony  Darnel  had  begun  to  canvass,  and 
was  putting  every  iron  in  the  fire,  in  viola- 
tion and  contempt  of  the  pactttm  familia 
before  mentioned,  fell  into  a  violent  passion, 
that  brought  on  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout  ;  bv 
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which  he  was  disabled  from  giving  personal 
attention  to  his  own  interest.  My  father,  in- 
deed, employed  all  his  diligence  and  address, 
and  spared  neither  money,  time,  nor  con- 
stitution, till  at  length  he  drank  himself  into 
a  consumption,  which  was  the  death  of  him. 
But,  after  all,  there  is  a  great  ditforence  be- 
tween a  steward  and  a  principal.  Mr  Dar- 
nel attended  in  propria  persona,  flattered 
and  caressed  the  women,  feasted  the  elec- 
tors, hired  mobs,  made  processions,  and 
Bcattcred  about  his  money  in  such  a  manner, 
that  our  friends  durst  iiardly  show  their  heads 
in  public. 

''  At  this  very  crisis,  our  young  squire,  to 
whom  his  father  had  written  an  account  of 
the  transaction,  arrived  une.xpectedly  at 
Gravesbury-hall,  and  had  along  private  con- 
ference with  Sir  Everhard.  The  news  of 
his  return  spread  like  wild-fire  through  all 
that  part  of  the  country,  bonfires  were  made, 
and  the  bells  set  a-ringing  in  several  towns 
and  steeples  ;  and  next  morning  above  seven 
hundred  people  v/ere  assembled  at  the  gate, 
with  music,  flags,  and  streamers,  to  welcome 
tlieir  young  squire,  and  accompany  him  to 
the  borough  of  Ashenton.  He  set  out  on 
foot  with  his  retinue,  and  entered  one  end 
of  the  town  just  as  Mr  Darnel's  mob  had 
come  in  at  the  other.  Both  arrived  about 
the  same  time  at  the  market  place ;  but  Mr 
Darnel,  mounting  first  into  the  balcony  of 
the  town-house,  made  a  long  speech  to  the 
people  in  favour  of  his  own  pretensions,  not 
without  some  invidious  reflections  glanced 
at  Sir  Everhard,  his  competitor. 

"  We  did  not  much  mind  the  acclamation 
of  his  party,  which  vre  knew  had  been  hired 
for  the  purpose  ;  but  we  were  in  some  pain 
for  Mr  Greaves,  who  had  not  been  used  to 
speak  in  public.  He  took  his  turn,  how- 
ever, in  the  balcony,  and,  uncovering  his 
head,  bowed  all  around  with  the  most  enga- 
ging courtesy.  He  was  dressed  in  a  green 
frock  trimmed  with  gold,  and  his  own  dark 
hair  flowed  about  his  ears  in  natural  curls, 
while  his  face  was  overspread  with  a  blush, 
that  improved  the  glow  of  youth  to  a  deeper 
crimson  ;  and  I  dare  say  set  many  a  female 
heart  a-palpitating.  When  he  made  his  first 
appearance,  there  was  just  such  a  humming 
and  clapping  of  hands  as  you  may  have  heard 
when  the  celebrated  Garrick  comes  upon 
the  stage  in  King  Lear,  or  King  Richard,  or 
any  other  top  character.  But  how  agreea- 
bly were  we  disappointed,  when  our  young 
gentleman  made  such  an  oration  as  would 
not  have  disirraced  a  Pitt,  an  Egmont,  or  a 
Murray  !  While  he  spoke,  all  was  hushed  in 
admiration  and  attention  ;'  yon  could  have 
almost  heard  a  feather  drop  to  the  ground.  It 
would  have  charmed  you  to  hear  with  what 
modesty  he  recounted  the  services  which 
his  father  and  grandfather  had  done  to  the 
rorporation  ;  with  whnt  eloquence  he  expa- 
tiated upon  the  shameful  infraction  of  the 


treaty  subsisting  between  the  two  familie.* 
and  with  what  keen  and  spirited  strokes  of 
satire  he  retorted  the  sarcasms  of  Darnel. 

"  He  no  sooner  concluded  his  harangue 
than  there  was  such  a  burst  of  applause,  aa 
seemed  to  rend  the  very  sky.  Our  music 
immediately  struck  up  ;  our  people  advanced 
with  their  ensigns,  and,  as  every  man  had  a 
good  cudgel,  broken  heads  would  have  en- 
sued, had  not  Mr  Darnel  and  his  party 
thought  proper  to  retreat  with  uncommon 
dispatch.  He  never  offered  to  make  another 
public  entrance,  as  he  saw  the  torrent  ran  so 
violently  against  him  ;  but  sat  down  with 
his  loss,  and  withdrew  his  opposition,  though 
at  bottom  e.xtremely'  mortified  and  incensed. 
Sir  Everhard  was  unanimously  elected,  and 
appeared  to  be  the  happiest  man  upon  earth; 
for,  besides  the  pleasure  arising  from  his 
victory  over  this  competitor,  he  was  now  ful- 
ly satisfied  that  his  son,  instead  of  disgracing, 
would  do  honour  to  his  family.  It  would  have 
moved  a  heart  of  stone  to  see  with  what  a 
tender  transport  of  paternal  joy  he  received 
his  dear  Launcelot,  after  having  heard  of  his 
deportment  and  success  at  Ashenton,  where, 
by-the-bye,  he  gave  a  ball  to  the  ladies,  and 
displayed  as  much  elegance  and  politeness, 
as  if  he  had  been  bred  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles. 

"  This  joyous  season  was  of  short  dura- 
tion :  in  a  little  time  all  the  happiness  of  the 
fam'  was  overcast  by  a  sad  incident,  v/hich 
ha'  Jetl;  such  an  unfortunate  impression 
u\.^n  the  mind  of  the  young  gentleman,  as,  1 
am  afraid,  will  never  be  effaced.  Mr  Dar- 
nel's niece  and  ward,  the  great  heiress, 
whose  name  is  Aurelia,  was  the  most  cele- 
brated beauty  of  the  whole  country  ;  if  I  saic 
the  whole  kingdom,  or  indeed  all  Europe, 
perhaps  I  should  barely  do  her  justice.  I  don't 
pretend  to  be  a  limner,  gcmmen ;  nor  does 
it  become  me  to  delineate  such  excellence  ; 
but  surely  I  may  presume  to  repeat  from  the 
play, 

'Oh!  she  is  all  tliat  ])aiiUing;  can  express, 
'  Or  youlliful  poets  fancy  when  liiey  love!' 

"  At  that  time  she  might  be  about  seven- 
teen  ;  tall  and  fair,  and  so  exquisitely  shaped 
— you  may  talk  of  your  Venus  de  Medicis, 
y©ur  Dianas,  your  nymphs,  and  Galateas  : 
but  if  Praxiteles,  and  Roubillac,  and  Wilton, 
wore  to  lay  their  heads  together,  in  order  to 
make  a  complete  pattern  of  beauty,  they 
would  hardly  reach  her  model  of  perfectioD. 
As  for  complexion,  poets  will  talk  of  blend- 
ing the  lily  with  the  rose,  and  bring  in  a  par- 
cel of  similes  of  covv-slips,  carnations,  pinks, 
and  daisies.  There's  Doily,  now,  heis  got  a 
very  good  complexion  :  indeed  she's  the  very 
picture  of  health  and  innocence — you  are, 
indeed,  my  pretty  lass  ; — but  parva  campo- 
ncre  magnis.  Miss  Darnel  ie  all  amazing 
beauty,  delicacy,  and  dimity  !  Then  the 
softness  and  expression  of  ner  fine  blue  eyee  , 


ADVENTURES  OF  SIR  LAUNCELOT  GREAVES. 


5. 


2«a 


ler  pouting  lips  of  coral  hue  ;  her  neck,  that 
rises  like  a  tower  of  polished  alabaster  be- 
tween two  mounts  of  snow.  I  tell  you  what, 
gemmen,  it  don't  signify  talking ;  if  e'er  a 
one  of  you  was  to  meet  this  young  lady 
alone,  in  the  midst  of  a  heath  orconiinon,  or 
any  unfrequented  place,  he  would  down  on 
liis  knees,  and  think  ho  kneeled  before  some 
supernatural  being.  I'll  tell  you  more  ;  she 
not  only  resembles  an  angel  in  beauty,  but  a 
saint  in  goodness,  and  a  hermit  in  humili- 
ty ;  so  void  of  ail  pride  and  aflectation  ;  so 
soft,  and  sweet,  and  affable,  and  humane  ! 
Lord!  1  could  tell  such  instances  of  her  cha- 
rity ! 

"  Sure  enough,  she  and  Sir  Launcelot 
were  formed  by  nature  for  each  other  ; 
howsoever,  the  cruel  hand  of  fortune  hath 
intervened,  and  severed  tiiem  for  ever. 
Every  soul  that  knew  them  both  said  it  was 
a  thousand  pities  but  they  should  come  to- 
gether, and  extinguish,  in  their  happy  union, 
the  mutual  animosity  of  the  two  families, 
which  had  so  often  embroiled  the  whole 
neighbourhood.  Nothing  was  heard  but  the 
praises  of  Miss  Aurelia  Darnel  and  Mr 
Launcelot  Greaves  ;  and,  no  doubt,  the  parties 
were  prepossessed  by  this  applause  in  favour 
of  each  other.  At  length  Mr  Greaves  went 
one  Sunday  to  her  parish  church  ;  but,  though 
the  greater  part  of  the  congregation  watched 
their  looks,  they  could  not  perceive  that  she 
took  the  least  notice  of  him,  or  that  he 
seemed  to  be  struck  with  her  appearance. 
He  afterwards  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
her,  more  at  leisure,  at  the  York  assembly, 
during  the  races;  but  this  opportunity  was 
productive  of  no  good  effect,  because  he  had 
.'hat  same  day  quarrelled  with  her  uncle  on 
he  turf. 

'•  An  old  grudge,  you  know,  gemmen,  is 
soon  inflamed  to  a  fresh  rupture.  It  was 
thought  Mr  Darnel  came  on  purpose  to  show 
his  resentment.  They  differed  about  a  bet 
upon  Miss  Cleverlegs,  and,  in  tlie  course  of 
the  dispute,  Mr  Darnel  called  him  a  petulant 
boy.  The  young  squire,  who  was  as  hasty 
as  gunpowder,  told  him  he  was  man  enough 
to  chastise  him  for  his  insolence  ;  and  would 
do  it  on  the  spot,  if  he  tiiought  it  would  not 
interrupt  the  diversion.  In  all  probability 
they  would  have  come  to  points  immediately, 
had  not  the  gentlemen  interposed  :  so  that 
nothing  further  passed,  but  abundance  of 
fold  language  on  the  part  of  Mr  Anthony 
and  a  repealed  defiance  to  single  combat. 

"  Mr  Greaves,  making  a  low  bow,  retired 
from  the  field  :  and  in  the  evening  danced  at 
the  assembly  with  a  young  lady  from  the 
bishopric,  seemingly  in  good  temper  and 
spirits,  without  having  any  words  with  Mr 
Darnel,  who  was  ahso  present.  But  in  the 
morning  he  visited  t\iat  proud  neighbour  be- 
times ;  and  they  had  almost  reached  a  grove 
of  trees  on  the  nortl  side  of  the  town,  when 
they  were  suddenlj  overtaken  by  half-a- 
i  \V* 


dozen  gentlemen,    who   had  watched   their 
motions.     It  was  in  vain  for  them  to  dissem- 
ble their  design,  which  could  not  now  take 
effect.     They  gave  up  their  pistols,  and  » 
reconciliation  was  patched  up  by  the  press- 
ing remonstrances  of  their  common  friends; 
but  Mr  Darnel's  hatred  still  ri'iikled  at  bot- 
tom, and  soon  broke  out  in  the  sequel.  About 
three  months  after  this  transaction,  his  niece 
Aurelia,   with  her   mother,   having  been  to 
visit  a  lady  in  the  chariot,  the  horses  hemg 
young,   and    not  used   to   the  traces,    were 
startled  at  the  braying  of  a  jack-ass  on  the 
common,  and,  taking  fright,  ran  away  with 
the  carriage,  like  liglitning.     The  coachman 
was    tiirown  from   the  bo.v,  and  tiie  ladies 
screamed    pitcousiy   for  help.     Mr  Greaves 
chanced  to  be  a-horseback  on  the  other  side 
of  an  inclosure  when  he  heard  their  shrieks, 
and,  riding  up  to  tlie  hedge,  knew  the  cha- 
riot,  and   saw   their   disaster.     The  horses 
were  then  running  full  speed,  in  such  a  di- 
rection as  to  drive  headlong  over  a  precipice 
into  a  stone  quarry,  where  they  and  the  cha- 
riot and  the  ladies  must  be  dashed  in  pieces. 
"  You  may  conceive,  gemmen,  what  his 
thoughts    were    when   he  saw  such    a  fine 
young  lady,  in   tlie  flower  of  her  age,  just, 
plunging  into  eternity  :   when    he   saw  the 
lovely  Aurelia  on  the  brink  of  being  precipi 
tated  among  rocks,  where  her  delicate  limbs 
must  be  mangled  and  torn  asunder ;  when  he 
perceived,  that,  before  he  could  ride  round 
by  the  gate,  the  tragedy  would  be  finislied. 
The   fence  was   so  thick   and  high,  flanked 
with  a  broad  ditch  on  the  outside,  that  he 
could  not  hope  to  clear  it,  although  he  was 
mounted  on  Scipio,  bred  out  of  Miss  Cowslip,, 
the  sire  Mulcy,  and  his  grandsire  the  famous 
Arabian  Mustaplia.     Scipio  was  bred  by  my 
father,  who  would  not  have  taken  a  hundred 
guineas  for  him  from  any  other  person  but 
tlie  young  squire. — Indeed,  I  have  heard  my 
poor  father  say — " 

By  this  time  Ferret's  impatience  was  be- 
come so  outrageous,  that  he  exclaimed,  in  a 
furious  tone, — "  Damn  your  father,  and  his 
horse,  and  his  colt  into  the  bargain  I" 

Tom  made  no  reply,  but  began  to  strip 
with  great  expedition.  Captain  Crowe  waa 
so  choked  with  pa.«sion,  that  he  could  utter 
nothing  but  disjointed  sentences  :  he  rose 
from  his  seat,  brandished  his  horsewhip,  and, 
seizing  his  nephew  by  tiie  collar,  cried, — 
"  Odds  heartlikins  !  sirrah,  I  have  a  good 
mind — Devil  fire  your  running  tackle,  yea 
land  lubber  ! — can't  you  steer  without  all  this 
tacking  hither  an  thither,  and  the  Lord 
knows  whither  1 — 'Noint  my  block  !  I'd 
give  thee  a  rope's  end  for  thy  supper  if  .t 
wan't — " 

Dolly  had  conceived  a  sneaking  kindncs? 
for  the  young  lawyer,  and,  thinking  him  ic 
danger  of  being  roughly  handled,  flew  to  h". 
relief.     She   twisted    her  hand   in    Crowe 
neckcloth     without     ceremony,     ciyiiifir.— 
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"  Sha't  then,  I  tell  thee,  old  codo^er, — who 
kears  a  vij^  vor  thy  voolish  trantrums  ?" 

While  Crowe  looked  black  in  the  face, 
and  ran  the  risk  of  strangulation  under  the 
gripe  of  this  amazon,  Mr  Clarke  having  dis- 
engaged himself  of  his  hat,  wig,  coat,  and 
waistcoat,  advanced  in  an  elegant  attitude 
of  manual  ofience  towards  the  misanthrope, 
who  snatched  up  a  gridiron  from  the  chim- 
ney corner,  and  discord  seemed  to  clap  her 
sooty  wings  in  expectation  of  battle.  But, 
■IS  the  reader  may  have  more  than  once  al- 
ready cursed  the  unconscionable  length  of 
this  chapter,  we  must  postpone  to  the  next 
opportunity  the  incidents  that  succeeded  this 
denunciation  of  war. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

In  which  it  appears  that  the  knight,  when 
heartily  set  in  for  sleeping,  was  not  easily 
disturbed. 

In  all  probability  the  kitchen  of  the  Black 
Lion,  from  a  domestic  temple  of  society  and 
good  fellowship,  would  have  been  converted 
into  a  scene  or  stage  of  sanguinary  dispute, 
'had  not  Pallas  or  Discretion  interposed  in 
the  person  of  Mr  Fillet,  and,  with  the  assist- 
■ance  of  the  ostler,  disarmed  the  combatants, 
not  only  of  their  arms,  but  also  of  their  re- 
sentment. 

The  impetuosity  of  Mr  Clarke  was  a  little 
checked  at  sight  of  the  gridiron,  which  Fer- 
ret brandished  with  uncommon  dexterity  ;  a 
circumstance  from  whence  the  company 
-were,  upon  reflection,  induced  to  believe, 
'that,  before  he  plunged  into  the  sea  of  poli- 
'tics,  he  had  occasionally  figured  in  the  cha- 
racter of  that  facetious  droll  who  accompa- 
nies your  itinerant  physicians,  under  the 
Tarniliar  appellation  of  Merry-Andrew  or 
Jack-Pudding,  and  on  a  wooden  stage  en- 
tertains the  populace  with  a  solo  on  the  salt- 
'box,  or  a  sonata  on  the  tongs  and  gridiron. 
■Be  that  as  it  may,  the  young  lawyer  seemed 
to  be  a  little  discomposed  at  the  glancing  of 
"this  extmordinary  weapon  of  offence,  which 
the  fai.  hands  of  Dolly  had  scoured,  until  it 
had  shone  as  bright  as  the  shield  of  Achilles, 
or  as  the  emblem  of  good  old  English  fare, 
which  hangs  by  a  red  ribbon  round  the  neck 
of  that  thricc-honourcd  sage's  head,  in  vel- 
vet bonnet  cased,  who  presides  by  rotation 
Dt  the  genial  board,  distinguished  by  the  title 
of  the  beef-steak  club  ;  where  the  delicate 
rumps  irresistibly  attract  the  stranger's  eye, 
dnd,  while  they  seem  to  cry, — "  come  cut 
me,  come  cut  me,"  constrlin,  by  wondrous 
sympathy,  each  mouth  to  overflow;  where 

■the  obliging  and  humorous  Jemmy  B 1, 

tht  gentle  IJilly  H d,  replete  with  human 

kmdnesa,  and  the  generous  Johnny  R d, 

jespected  and  beloved  by  all  the  world,  at- 
-rnd  as  the  priests  and  ministers  of  mirth, 


good  cheer,  and  jollity,  and  assist  with  culi- 
nary  art  the  raw,  unpractised,  awkward 
guest. 

But  to  return  from  this  digressive  simile  : — 
The  other  no  sooner  stept  between  those 
menacing  antagonists,  than  Tom  Clarke 
very  quietly  resumed  his  clothes,  and  Mr 
Ferret  resigned  the  gridiron  without  farther 
question.  The  doctor  did  not  find  it  quito 
so  easy  to  release  the  throat  of  Captain 
Crowe  from  the  masculine  grasp  of  the  virago 
Dolly,  whose  fingers  could  not  be  disengaged 
until  the  honest  seaman  was  almost  at  the 
last  gasp.  After  some  pause,  during  which 
he  panted  for  breath,  and  untied  his  neck- 
cloth,— "  Damn  thee  for  a  brimstone  galley," 
cried  he,  "  I  was  never  so  grappled  withal 
since  I  knew  a  card  from  a  compass.  Ad- 
zooks  !  the  jade  has  so  taughtened  my  rig- 
ging, d'ye  see,  that  I — Snatch  by  bowlines, 
if  I  come  athwart  thy  hawser,  I'll  turn  thy 
keel  upwards — or  mayhap  set  thee  a-driving 
under  bare  poles — I  will — I  will,  you  hell-fire, 
saucy — I  will — " 

Dolly  made  no  reply,  but,  seeing  Mr  Clarke 
sit  down  again  with  great  composure,  took 
her  station  likewise  at  the  opposite  side  of 
the  apartment.  Then  Mr  Fillet  requested 
the  lawyer  to  proceed  with  his  story,  which, 
after  three  hems,  he  accordingly  prosecuted 
in  these  words  : 

"  I  told  you,  gemmen,  that  Mr  Greaves 
was  mounted  on  Scipio,  when  he  saw  Miss 
Darnel  and  her  mother  in  danger  of  being 
hurried  over  a  precipice.  Without  reflect- 
ing a  moment,  he  gave  Scipio  the  spur,  and 
at  one  spring  he  cleared  five  and  twenty  feet, 
over  hedge  and  ditch,  and  every  obstruction. 
Then  he  rode  full  speed,  in  order  to  turn  the 
coach-horses  ;  and,  finding  them  quite  wild 
and  furious,  endeavoured  to  drive  against 
the  counter  of  the  hither  horse,  which  he 
missed,  and  staked  poor  Scipio  on  the  pole 
of  the  coach.  The  shock  was  so  great,  that 
the  coach-horses  made  a  fidl  stop  within  ten 
yards  of  the  quarry,  and  Mr  Greaves  was 
thrown  forwards  towards  the  coach-box, 
which,  mounting  with  admirable  dexterity, 
he  seized  the  reins  before  the  horses  could 
recover  of  their  fright.  At  that  instant  the 
coachman  came  running  up,  and  loosed  them 
from  the  traces  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 
Mr  Greaves  had  now  time  to  give  his  atten- 
tion to  the  ladies,  who  were  well  nigh  dis- 
tracted with  fear.  He  no  sooner  opened 
the  chariot-door,  than  Aurelia,  with  a  wild- 
ness  of  look,  sprung  into  his  arms,  and, 
clasping  him  round  the  neck,  fainted  away. 
I  leave  you  to  guess,  gemmen,  what  were 
his  feelings  at  this  instant.  The  mother 
was  not  so  discomposed,  but  that  she  could 
contribute  to  the  recovery  of  her  daughter, 
whom  the  young  squire  still  supported  in  his 
embrace.  At  length  she  retrieved  the  use 
of  her  senses,  and,  perceiving  the  situation 
in  which   she  was,  the  blood  revisited   hei 
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face  with  a  rt.tloubled  glow,  while  she  dc- 
Bired  Iiim  to  set  her  down  upon  the  turt". 

"  Mrs  Darnel,  Ihr  from  hcintj  sliy  or  re- 
served in  her  coniplinionts  of  acknov.ledgo- 
inenls,  kic^scd  Mr  hauncelut  williout  cere- 
mony, the  tears  of  gratitude  running  down 
her  cheeks  :  siie  called  him  her  dear  son,  her 
generous  deliverer,  who,  at  the  hazard  of  his 
own  life,  hud  saved  her  and  her  child  from 
the  most  dismal  fate  that  could  be  iinngincd. 

"Air  Greaves  was  so  nuicii  transixirtcd  on 
this  occasion,  that  he  could  not  liclp  dis- 
closing a  passion  which  he  had  hitherto  in- 
dustriously concealed.  '  What  I  have  done,' 
said  he,  '  was  but  a  common  olhce  of  hu- 
manity, which  I  would  have  perturmcd  I'or 
any  of  my  fellow-creatures  ;  but,  fur  the  pre- 
servation of  Miss  Aurelia  Darnell,  I  would 
at  any  time  sacrilice  my  life  with  pleasure.' 
Tlie  young  lady  did  not  hear  this  declaration 
unmoved ;  her  face  was  again  flushed,  and 
her  eyes  sparkled  with  pleasure  :  nor  was 
the  youth's  confession  disagreeable  to  the 
good  lady  her  mother,  who,  at  one  glance, 
perceived  all  t'le  advantages  of  such  an  union 
between  the  two  families. 

"  Mr  Greaves  proposed  to  send  the  coach- 
man to  his  father's  stable  for  a  pair  of  sober 
liorses,  that  could  be  depended  upon,  to 
draw  the  ladies  liome  to  their  own  habita- 
tion ;  but  they  declined  the  offer,  and  chose 
to  walk,  as  the  distance  was  not  great.  He 
then  insisted  upon  his  being  their  conductor  ; 
and,  each  taking  him  under  the  arm,  sup- 
ported them  to  their  own  gate,  where  such 
an  apparition  filled  all  the  domestics  with 
astonishment.  Mrs  Darnel,  taking  him  by 
the  hand,  led  him  into  the  house,  where  she 
welcomed  him  with  another  aficctionate  em- 
brace, and  indulged  him  with  an  ambrosial 
kiss  of  Aurelia,  saying, — '  But  for  you,  we 
had  both  been  by  this  time  in  eternity.  Sure 
it  was  Heaven  that  sent  you  as  an  angel  to 
our  assistance  !'  She  kindly  inquired  if  he 
had  him.self  sustained  any  damage  in  admin- 
istering that  desperate  remedy  to  which 
they  owed  tlieir  lives.  She  entertained  him 
with  a  small  collation  :  and,  in  the  course 
of  the  conversation,  lamented  the  animosity 
which  had  so  long  divided  two  neitrhbouring 
families  of  such  influence  and  character.  He 
was  not  slow  in  signifying  his  approbation 
of  her  remarks,  and  expressing  the  most 
eager  desire  of  seeing  all  those  unhappy 
differences  removed  :  in  a  word,  they  parted 
with  mutual  satisfaction. 

"Just  as  he  advanced  from  the  outward 
gate,  on  his  return  to  Gravcsbury-hall,  he 
was  met  by  Anthony  Darnel  on  horseback, 
who,  riding  up  to  him  with  marks  of  surprise 
and  resentment,  saluted  him  with — '  Your 
eervant,  sir:  have  you  any  commands  for 
meT'  The  other  replying,  with  an  air  of  in- 
difference,— 'none  at  all,'  Mr  Darnel  asked 
what  had  procured  him  the  honour  of  a  visit. 
The  younfr  gentleman  perceiving  by  the  man- 


ner in  which  he  spoke  that  the  old  fiuarrei 
was  not  yet  extinguished,  answered,  with 
e([ual  disdain,  that  the  visit  was  not  intended 
fur  hitii ;  and  that,  if  he  wanted  to  know  the 
cause  of  it,  he  might  inform  himself  by  hia 
own  servants.  'So  I  shall,'  cried  the  uncle 
of  Aurelia,  •  and  perhaps  let  you  know  my 
sentiments  of  the  matter.'  'Ilcreafler,  as 
it  m.iy  be,'  said  the  youth,  who,  turning  out 
of  the  avenue,  walked  home,  and  made  hia 
father  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  thia 
adventure. 

"  The  old  gentleman  chid  him  for  his  rash- 
ness, but  secmetl  pleased  with  the  success 
of  his  attemjit,  and  still  more  so,  when  he 
understoo<l  his  sentiments  of  Aurelia,  and 
the  deportment  of  the  ladies. 

"  Next  day  the  son  sent  over  a  servant 
with  a  compliment  to  inquire  about  their 
health  ;  and  the  messenger,  being  seen  by 
Mr  Darnel,  was  told  that  the  ladies  were  in- 
disposed, and  did  not  choose  to  be  troubled 
with  messages.  The  mother  was  really 
seized  with  a  fever,  produced  by  the  agita- 
tion of  her  spirits,  which  every  day  became 
more  and  morn  violent,  until  the  physicians 
despaired  of  her  life.  Believing  that  her  end 
approached,  she  sent  a  trusty  servant  to 
Mr  Greaves,  desiring  that  she  might  see  him 
without  delay  ;  and  he  immediately  set  out 
with  the  messenger,  v.'ho  introduced  him  in 
the  dark. 

"  He  found  the  old  lady  in  bed  almost  ex- 
hausted, and  the  fair  Aurelia  sitting  by  her. 
overwhelmed  with  grief;  her  lovely  hair  in 
the  utmost  disorder,  and  her  charming  eyes 
inflamed  with  weeping.  The  good  lady 
beckoning  Mr  Launcelot  to  approach,  and 
directing  all  the  attendants  to  quit  the  room, 
except  a  favourite  maid,  from  whom  I  learned 
the  story,  she  took  him  by  the  hand,  and, 
fixing  her  eyes  upon  him  with  all  the  fond 
ness  of  a  mother,  shed  some  tears  in  silence, 
while  the  same  marks  of  sorrow  trickled 
down  his  cheeks.  AtU'r  this  ad'ecting  pause, 
— '  My  dear  son,'  said  she,  ♦  Oh  !  that  I  could 
have  lived  to  see  you  so  indeed  !  yon  find 
me  hastening  to  the  goal  of  life.*  Here  the. 
tender-hearted  Aurelia,  being  unable  to  con- 
tain herself  longer,  broke  out  into  a  violent 
passion  of  grief,  and  wept  aloud.  The  mo- 
ther, waiting  patiently  till  she  had  thus  given 
vent  to  her  anguish,  calmly  entreated  her  to 
resign  herself  submissively  to  the  will  of 
Heaven  :  then  turning  to  Mr  Launcelot, — 
'  I  had  indulged,'  said  she,  '  a  fund  hope  of 
seeing  you  allied  to  my  family.  Tliis  is  no 
time  for  me  to  insist  upon  the  ceremonies 
and  forms  of  a  vain  world.  Aurelia  looks 
upon  you  witR  the  eyes  of  tender  prepos- 
session.* No  sooner  had  she  pronounced 
these  words,  than  he  threw  himself  on  his 
knees  before  the  young  lady,  and,  pressing 
her  hand  to  his  lips,  breathed  the  softest  ex- 
pressions which  the  most  delicate  love  could 
Eugn-cst.     '  I    know,'   resumed   the   mother 
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tiiLil  your  passion  is  mutually  sincere;  and 
I  sliould  die  satisfied,  if  I  thought  your  union 
•Aould  not  be  opposed  :  but  that  violent  man, 
oiy  brother-in-law,  who  is  Aurelia's  sole 
guardian,  will  thwart  her  wishes  with  every 
obstacle  that  brutal  resentment  and  implaca- 
ble malice  can  contrive.  Mr  Greaves,  I  have 
iong  admired  your  virtues,  and  am  confident 
that  I  can  depend  upon  your  honour.  You 
Bhall  give  ine  your  word,  that,  when  I  am 
gone,  you  u'ill  take  no  steps  in  this  affair 
without  the  concurrence  of  your  father;  and 
endeavour,  by  all  fair  and  honourable  means, 
to  vanquish  the  prejudices,  and  obtain  the 
consent,  of  her  uncle  :  the  rest  we  must 
leave  to  the  dispensation  of  Providence.' 

"  The  squire  promised,  in  the  most  solemn 
and  fervent  manner,  to  obey  all  her  injunc- 
tions, as  the  last  dictates  of  a  parent  whom 
he  should  never  cease  to  honour.  Then  she 
ftivoured  them  both  with  a  great  deal  of  salu- 
tary advice,  touching  their  conduct  before 
and  after  marriage  ;  and  presented  him  with 
a  ring,  as  a  memorial  of  her  affection  ;  at  the 
same  time  he  pulh  d  another  off  his  finger, 
and  made  a  tender  of  it  as  a  pledge  of  his 
love  to  Aurelia,  whom  her  mother  permitted 
to  receive  this  token.  Finally,  he  took  a  last 
farewell  of  the  good  matron,  and  returned  to 
his  father  with  the  particulars  of  .this  in- 
terview. 

"  In  two  days  Mrs  Darnel  departed  this 
life,  and  Aurelia  was  removed  to  the  house 
of  a  relation,  where  her  grie.'had  like  to  have 
proved  fatal  to  her  constitution. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  the  mother  was  no 
sooner  committed  to  the  earth,  than  Mr 
Greaves,  mindful  of  her  exhortations,  began 
to  take  measures  for  a  reconciliation  with 
the  guardian.  lie  engaged  several  gentle- 
men to  interpose  their  good  offices,  but  they 
always  met  with  the  most  mortifying  repulse ; 
and  at  last  Anthony  Darnel  declared,  that 
his  hatred  to  the  house  of  Greaves  was  here- 
ditary, habitual,  and  unconquerable.  He 
swore  he  would  spend  his  heart's  blood  to 
perpetuate  the  quarrel ;  and  that,  sooner  than 
his  niece  should  match  with  young  Launce- 
lot,  he  would  sacrifice  her  with  his  own  hand. 
"The  young  gentleman,  finding  his  preju- 
dices so  rancorous  c'lnd  invincible,  left  off 
making  any  further  advances  ;  and,  since  he 
found  it  impossible  to  obtain  his  consent,  re- 
solved to  cultivate  the  good  graces  of  Aurelia, 
and  wed  her  in  despite  of  her  implacable 
guardipin.  He  found  means  to  establish  a 
literary  correspondence  with  lier  as  soon  as 
her  grief  was  a  little  abated,  and  even  to 
effect  an  interviev/  after  lier  return  to  her 
own  house  ;  but  he  soon  had  reason  to  repent 
of  this  indulgence.  The  uncle  entertained 
Bpies  upon  the  young  lady,  who  gave  liim  an 
account  of  this  meeting :  in  consequence  of 
wliich  she  was  suddenly  hurried  to  some  dis- 
tant part  of  the  country,  which  we  never  could 
jliscoi-"r. 


"  It  was  then  we  thougiit  Mr  Launcelot  a 
little  disordered  in  his  brain,  his  grief  was  so 
wild,  and  his  passion  so  impetuous.  He  re- 
fused all  sustenance,  neglected  his  person, 
renounced  his  amusements,  rode  out  in  the 
rain  sometimes  bare-headed,  strolled  about 
the  fields  all  night,  and  became  so  peevish, 
that  none  of  tlie  domestics  durst  speak  to 
him  without  the  hazard  of  broken  bones. 
Having  played  these  pranks  for  about  three 
weeks,  to  the  unspeakable  chagrin  of  his 
father,  and  the  astonishment  of  all  that  knew 
him,  he  suddenly  grew  calm,  and  his  good 
humour  returned.  But  this,  as  your  sea- 
faring people  say,  was  a  deceitful  calm,  that 
soon  ushered  in  a  dreadful  storm. 

"  He  had  long  sought  an  opportunity  to 
tamper  with  some  of  Mr  Darnel's  servants, 
who  could  inform  him  of  the  place  where 
Aurelia  was  confined,  but  there  was  not  one 
about  the  family  who  could  give  him  that 
satisfaction  ;  for  the  persons  who  accompa- 
nied her  remained  as  a  watch  upon  her  mo- 
tions, and  none  of  the  other  domestics  were 
privy  to  the  transaction.  All  attempts  prov- 
ing fruitless,  he  could  no  longer  restrain  his 
impatience,  but  throwing  Irmself  in  the  way 
of  the  uncle,  upbraided  him  in  such  harsh 
terms,  that  a  formal  challenge  ensued.  They 
agreed  to  decide  their  difference  without 
witnesses  ;  and  one  morning,  before  sun-rise, 
met  on  that  very  common  where  Mr  Greaves 
had  saved  the  life  of  Aurelia.  The  first 
pistol  was  fired  on  each  side  without  any 
effect ;  but  Mr  Darnel's  second  wounded  the 
young  squire  in  the  flank ;  nevertheless, 
having  a  pistol  in  reserve,  he  desired  his  an- 
tagonist to  ask  his  life.  The  other,  instead 
of  submitting,  drew  his  sword  ;  and  Mr 
Greaves,  firing  his  piece  into  the  air,  followed 
his  example.  The  contest  then  became  very 
hot,  though  of  short  continuance.  Darne' 
being  disarmed  at  the  first  onset,  our  young 
squire  gave  him  back  the  sword,  which  he 
was  base  enough  to  use  a  second  time  against 
his  conqueror.  Such  an  instance  of  repeated 
ingratitude  and  brutal  ferocity  divested  M. 
Greaves  of  his  temper  and  forbearance.  He 
attacked  Mr  Anthony  with  great  fury,  and  at 
the  first  lunge  ran  him  up  to  the  hilt,  at  the 
same  time  seizing  with  his  left  hand  the  shell 
of  his  enemy's  sv/ord,  which  he  broke  in  dis- 
dain. Mr  Darnel  having  fallen,  the  other 
immediately  mounted  his  horse,  which  he 
had  tied  to  a  tree  before  the  engagement, 
and  riding  full  speed  to  Ashenton,  sent  a 
surgeon  to  Anthony's  assistance.  He  after- 
wards ingenuously  confessed  all  these  particu- 
lars to  his  father,  who  was  overwhelmed  with 
consternation,  for  the  wounds  of  Darnel  were 
judged  mortal ;  and  as  no  person  had  seen 
the  particulars  of  the  duel,  Mr  Launcelot 
might  have  been  convicted  of  murder. 

"  On  these  considerations,  before  a  warrant 
could  be  served  upon  him,  the  oX\  knight,  by 
dint   of  '.hi  most  eager  entreaties,  accom- 
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panied  with  marks  of  liorror  and  despair, 
fircvailod  upon  his  boh  to  withdraw  liinisolf 
from  tho  kintrdoin,  until  siicli  Uuw  as  the 
storm  should  be  overblown.  Had  his  heart 
been  unengaged,  he  would  have  chose  to 
travel  ;  but  at  this  period,  when  his  whole 
soul  was  engros.scd,  and  so  violently  agitated 
by  his  passion  for  Aurelia,  nothing  but  the 
Uiar  of  seeing  the  old  gentleman  run  dis- 
iracted,  would  have  induced  him  to  desist 
from  the  pursuit  of  t'aat  young  lady,  far  loss 
quit  the  kingdom  where  she  resided. 

"  Well,  then,  gemmon,  he  repaired  to  Har- 
wich, where  he  embarked  for  Holland,  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Brussels,  where  he 
procured  a  passport  from  the  French  king, 
by  virtue  of  which  he  travelled  to  Marseilles, 
and  there  took  a  tartan  for  Genoa.  The 
first  letter  Sir  Everliard  received  from  him 
was  dated  at  Florence.  Meanwhile  the  sur- 
geon's prognostic  was  not  altogether  verified. 
Mr  Darnel  did  not  die  immediately  of  his 
wounds ;  but  he  lingered  a  long  time,  as  it 
were  in  the  arms  of  death,  and  even  partly 
recovered:  yet,  in  all  probability,  he  will 
never  be  wholly  restored  to  the  enjoyment 
of  liis  health  ;  and  is  obliged  every  summer 
to  attend  the  hot-well  at  Bristol.  As  his 
wounds  began  to  heal,  his  hatred  to  Mr 
Greaves  seemed  to  revive  .with  augmented  vi- 
olence ;  and  he  is  now,  if  possible,  more  than 
ever  determined  against  ail  reconciliation. 

"  Mr  Launcelot,  after  having  endeavoured 
to  amuse  his  imagination  with  a  succession 
of  curious  objects,  in  a  tour  of  Italy,  took  up 
his  residence  at  a  town  called  Pisa,  and  there 
fell  into  a  deep  molanciioly,  from  which 
nothing  could  rouse  him  but  the  news  of  his 
father's  death. 

"The  old  gentleman  (God  rest  his  fouI) 
never  held  Uj)  his  head  after  the  departure 
of  his  darling  Launcelot;  and  the  dangerous 
condition  of  Darnel  kept  up  his  apprehen- 
sion :  this  was  reinforced  by  the  obstinate 
silence  of  the  youth,  and  certain  accounts  of 
Iiis  disordered  mind,  which  he  had  received 
from  some  of  those  persons  who  take  pleasure 
in  communicating  disagreeable  tidings.  A 
complication  of  all  these  grievances,  co-ope- 
rating with  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout  and  gravel, 
produced  a  fever,  which,  in  a  few  days, 
brought  SirEvcrhard  to  his  long  home,  after 
he  had  settled  his  aflairs  with  heaven  and 
earth,  and  made  his  peace  with  God  and  man. 
I'll  assure  you,  geinmen,  he  made  a  most 
edifying  and  christian  end  :  he  died  regretted 
oy  all  iiis  neighbours  except  Anthony,  and 
might  be  said  to  be  embalmed  by  the  tears 
of  the  poor,  to  whom  he  was  always  a  boun- 
teous benefactor. 

•*  When  the  son,  now  Sir  Launcelot,  came 
home,  he  appeared  so  meagre,  wan,  and 
hollosv-eycd,  that  the  servants  hardly  knew 
tlieir  young  master.  His  first  care  was  to 
take  possession  of  his  fortune,  and  settle  ac- 
counts with  tio  steward  who  had  succeeded 
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my  fiither.  These  affairs  being  discussed, 
he  spared  no  pains  to  get  intelligence  con- 
corning  Miss  Daniel ;  and  soon  learned  more 
of  that  young  lady  than  he  desired  to  know; 
for  it  was  become  the  common  talk  of  the 
country,  that  a  match  was  agreed  upon  be- 
tween her  and  young  Squire  Sycamore,  a 
gentleman  of  a  very  great  fortune.  Tiiese 
tidings  were  probably  confirmed  under  her 
own  hand,  in  a  letter  which  she  wrote  to  Sir 
Launcelot.  The  contents  were  never  e.\-actly 
known  but  to  the  parties  themselves ;  never- 
theless, the  eflects  were  too  visible,  for,  from 
that  blessed  moment,  he  spoke  not  one  word 
to  any  living  creature,  for  the  space  of  three 
days ;  but  was  seen  sometimes  to  shed  a  flood 
of  tears,  and  sometimes  to  burst  out  into  a 
fit  of  laughing.  At  last  he  broke  silence, 
and  seemed  to  wake  from  his  disorder.  He 
became  more  fond  than  ever  of  the  exercise 
of  riding,  and  began  to  amuse  himself  again 
with  acts  of  benevolence. 

"One  instance  of  his  generosity  and  jus- 
tice deserves  to  be  recorded  in  brass  or  mar- 
ble: you  must  know,  gcmmen,  the  rector  of 
the  parish  was  lately  dead,  and  Sir  Everhard 
had  promised  the  presentation  to  another 
clergyman.  In  the  mean  time,  Sir  Launcelot 
chancing  one  Sunday  to  ride  through  a  lane, 
perceived  a  horse  saddled  and  bridled,  feed- 
ing on  the  side  of  a  fence  ;  and,  casting  hia 
eyes  around,  beheld  on  the  other  side  of  the 
hedge  an  object  lying  extended  on  the  ground, 
which  he  took  to  be  the  body  of  a  murdered 
traveller.  He  forthwith  alighted,  and  leap- 
ing into  the  field,  descried  a  man  at  fuL 
length,  wrapped  in  a  great  coat,  and  writhing 
in  agony.  Approaching  nearer,  he  found  it 
Wcis  a  clergj'man,  in  his  gown  •  and  cassoc. 
When  he  inquired  into  the  case,  and  offered 
his  assistance,  the  stranger  rose  up,  thanked 
him  for  his  courtesy,  and  declared  that  he 
was  now  very  well.  The  knight,  who 
thouiTJit  there  was  something  mysterious  in 
this  incident,  expressed  a  desire  to  know  the 
cause  of  his  rolling  in  the  grass  in  that  man- 
ner ;  and  the  clergyman,  who  knew  his  per- 
son, made  no  scruple  in  gratifying  his  curi- 
osity. «  You  must  know,  sir,'  said  he,  '  1 
serve  the  curacy  of  your  own  parish ;  for 
which  the  late  incumbent  paid  me  twenty 
pounds  a-year ;  but  this  sum  being  scarce 
sufficient  to  maintain  my  wife  and  children, 
who  arc  five  in  number,  I  agreed  to  read 
prayers  in  the  afternoon  at  another  church, 
about  four  miles  from  hence ;  and  for  this 
additional  duty  I  receive  ten  pounds  morft  : 
as  I  keep  a  horse,  it  was  formerly  an  agiee- 
able  exercise  rather  than  a  toil  ;  but  of  late 
years  I  have  been  afllicted  with  a  ruptute, 
for  which  I  consulted  the  most  eminent  ope- 
rators in  the  kingdom ;  but  I  have  no  cause 
to  rejoice  in  the  eflects  of  their  advice, 
though  one  of  them  assured  me  I  was  com- 
pletely cured.  The  malady  is  now  more 
troublesome  than  ever,  and  oft'jn  conies  upon 
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me  so  violently  while  I  am  on  horseback,  that 
I  am  forced  to  alight,  and  lie  down  upon  the 
ground,  until  the  cause  of  the  disorder  can 
for  the  time  be  reduced.' 

"Sir  Launcelot  not  only  condoled  with 
him  upon  his  misfortune,  but  desired  him  to 
throw  up  the  second  cure,  and  he  would  pay 
him  ten  pounds  a-year  out  of  his  own  pocket. 
'  Your  generosity  confounds  me,  good  sir,' 
replied  the  clergyman  ;  '  and  yet  I  ought  not 
to  be  surprised  at  any  instance  of  benevo- 
lence in  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves ;  but  I  will 
check  the  fullness  of  my  heart.  I  shall  only 
observe,  that  your  good  intention  towards 
me  can  hardly  take  effect.  The  gentleman 
who  is  to  succeed  the  late  incumbent,  has 
given  me  notice  to  quit  the  premises,  as  he 
hath  provided  a  friend  of  his  own  for  the 
curacy.'  'What!'  cried  the  knight,  'does 
he  mean  to  take  your  bread  from  you,  with- 
out assigning  any  other  reason  V  '  Surely, 
sir,'  replied  the  ecclesiastic,  '  T  know  of 
no  other  reason.  I  hope  my  morals  are  irre- 
proachable, and  that  I  have  done  my  duty 
with  a  conscientious  regard ;  I  may  venture 
an  appeal  to  the  parishioners,  among  whom 
I  have  lived  these  seventeen  years.  After 
all,  it  is  natural  for  every  man  to  favour  his 
own  friends  in  preference  to  strangers.  As 
for  mo,  I  propose  to  try  my  fortune  in  the 
great  city,  and  I  doubt  not  but  Providence 
will  provide  for  me  and  my  little  ones.' 

'•  To  this  declaration  Sir  Launcelot  made 
no  reply ;  but  riding  home,  set  on  foot  a  strict 
inquiry  into  the  character  of  this  man,  whose 
name  was  Jenkins.  He  found  that  he  was 
a  reputed  scholar,  equally  remarkable  for  his 
modesty  and  good  life ;  that  he  visited  the 
sick,  assisted  the  needy,  compromised  dis- 
putes among  iiis  neighbours,  and  spent  his 
time  in  such  a  manner  as  would  have  done 
honour  to  any  christian  divine.  Thus  in- 
formed, the  knight  sent  for  the  gentleman  to 
whom  the  living  had  been  promised,  and  ac- 
costed him  to  this  effect. — 'Mr  Tootle,  I 
have  a  favour  to  ask  of  you.  The  person 
who  serves  tlie  cure  of  this  parish,  is  a  man 
of  good  character,  beloved  by  the  people,  and 
has  a  large  family.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you 
if  you  will  continue  him  in  your  curacy.' 
The  other  told  him  he  was  sorry  he  could 
not  comply  with  his  request,  being  that  he 
had  already  promised  the  curacy  to  a  friend 
of  his  own.  '  No  matter,'  replied  Sir  Laun- 
celot, '  since  I  have  not  interest  with  you, 
I  will  endeavour  to  provide  for  Mr  Jenkins  in 
Bome  other  way.' 

"That  same  afternoon  he  walked  over  to 
the  curate's  house,  and  told  him  that  he  had 
spoken  in  his  behalf  to  Dr  Tootle,  but  the 
curacy  was  pre-engaged.  The  good  man 
having  made  a  thousand  acknowledgements 
for  the  trouble  his  honour  had  taken;  'I 
have  not  interest  sufficient  to  make  you  cu- 
'ate,*  sajd  the  knight,  '  but  1  can  give  you 
fhe  living  itself,  and  that  you  slxil'.  have.' 


So  saying,  lie  retired,  leaving  Mr  Jenkina 
incapable  of  uttering  one  syllable,  so  power- 
fully was  he  struck  with  this  unexpected  turn 
of  fortuu'^.  The  presentation  was  immedi- 
ately m:ido  out,  and  in  a  few  days  Mr  Jen- 
kins was  put  in  possession  of  his  benefice, 
to  the  ine.xpressiblc  joy  of  the  congregation. 

"  Hitherto  every  thing  went  right,  and 
every  unprejudiced  person  commended  the 
knight's  conduct ;  but  in  a  little  time  hia 
generosity  seemed  to  overleap  the  bounds  of 
discretion,  and  even  in  some  cases  might  be 
thought  tending  to  a  breach  of  the  king's 
peace.  For  example,  he  compelled,  vi  et 
armis,  a  rich  farmer's  son  to  marry  the 
daughter  of  a  cottager,  whom  the  young 
fellow  had  debauched.  Indeed  it  seems  there 
was  a  promise  of  marriage  in  the  case, 
though  it  could  not  be  legally  ascertained. 
The  wench  took  on  dismally,  and  her  pa- 
rents had  recourse  to  Sir  Launcelot,  who, 
sending  for  the  delinquent,  expostulated  with 
him  severely  on  the  injury  he  had  done  the 
young  woman,  and  exhorted  him  to  save  her 
life  and  repufation  by  performing  his  promise, 
in  which  case  he  (Sir  Launcelot)  v.ouldgive 
her  three  hundred  pounds  to  her  portion. 
VVhctiier  the  farmer  thought  there  was  some- 
thing  interested  in  this  uncommon  offer,  or 
was  a  little  elevated  by  the  consciousness  of 
his  father's  wealth,  he  rejected  the  proposal 
with  rustic  disdain,  and  said,  if  so  be  as  how 
the  wench  would  swear  the  child  to  him,  he 
would  settle  it  with  the  parish  ;  but  declared, 
that  no  squire  in  the  land  should  oblige  him 
to  buckle  with  such  a  cracked  pitcher.  Thia 
resolution,  however,  he  could  not  maintain ; 
for  in  less  than  two  hours  the  rector  of  the 
parish  had  directions  to  publish  the  banns, 
and  the  ceremony  was  performed  in  due 
course. 

"  Now,  thoug^i  we  know  not  precisely  the 
nature  of  the  arguments  that  were  used  with 
the  farmer,  we  may  conclude  they  were  of 
the  minatory  species,  for  the  young  fellow 
coufd  not,  for  some  time,  look  any  person  in 
the  face. 

"The  knight  acted  as  the  general  redresser 
of  grievances.  If  a  woman  complained  to 
him  of  being  ill-treated  by  her  husband,  he 
first  inquired  into  the  foundation  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  if  he  found  it  just,  catechised  the 
defendant.  If  the  warning  had  no  effect, 
and  the  man  proceeded  to  fresh  acts  of  vio- 
lence, then  his  judge  took  the  execution  of 
the  law  in  his  own  hand,  and  horse-whipped 
the  party.  Tims  he  involved  himself  in 
several  law-suits,  that  drained  him  of  pretty 
large  sums  of  money.  He  seemed  particu- 
larly incensed  at  the  least  appearance  of 
oppression,  and  supported  divers  poortenanta 
against  the  extortion  of  their  landlords. 
Nay,  he  has  been  known  to  travel  two  hun- 
dred  miles  as  a  volunteer,  to  offer  his  assist- 
ance  in  the  cause  of  a  person  who,  he  hear«i; 
was  by  chicanery  and  oppression  wronged  of 
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a  considerable  estate.  He  uccordiiiifly  took 
aer  under  his  protection,  relieved  her  dis- 
tresses, and  was  at  a  vast  expense  in  bring- 
ing the  suit  to  a  detennination  ;  v.hieh  bciiitr 
unfavourable  to  his  client,  he  resolved  to 
bring  an  appeal  into  the  house  of"  lords,  and 
certainly  would  have  executed  his  purpose, 
if  the  gentlewoman  liad  not  died  in  the  i:;- 
lerim." 

At  this  period  Ferret  interrupted  the  nar- 
rator, by  observing,  that  the  said  Greaves 
ivas  a  common  nuisance,  and  ought  to  be 
prosecuted  on  the  statute  of  barretry. 

"  No,  sir,"  resumed  Mr  Clarke,  "  he  can- 
not be  convicted  of  barretry,  unless  lie  is  al- 
>vays  at  variance  with  some  ])ersou  or  other, 
a  niover  of  suits  and  quarrels,  wiio  disturbs 
the  peace  under  colour  of  law.  Therefore 
he  is  in  the  indictment  styled,  communis 
malefactor,  caluiiutiutor,  cL  seminatur  lili- 
um.'" 

"  Pr'ythcc  truce  with  thy  definitions," 
cried  Ferret,  "  and  make  an  end  of  thy  long- 
winded  story.  Thou  jiast  no  title  to  be  so 
tedious,  until  tfiou  comest  to  have  a  coif  in 
the  court  of  common  j)leas." 

Tom  smiled  contemptuous,  and  had  just 
opened  his  mouth  to  proceed,  when  the  com- 
pany  were  distiu-bed  by  a  iiideous  repetition 
of  groans,  that  seemed  to  issue  from  the 
chamber  in  which  the  body  of  the  squire  was 
deposited.  The  landlady  snatciied  the  can- 
dle, and  ran  into  tiie  room,  tijllowed  by  the 
doctor  and  the  rest ;  and  this  accident  natu- 
rally suspended  the  narration.  In  like  man- 
ner, we  siiall  conclude  the  chapter,  that  the 
reader  may  have  time  to  breathe,  and  digest 
what  he  has  already  iieard. 


CHAPTER  V. 

In   which  this  recapitulation   draws    to  a 
close. 

When  the  landlady  entered  tlie  room  from 
whence  the  groaning  proceeded,  she  found 
the  squire  lying  on  his  back,  under  tiie  domi- 
nion of  the  night-marc,  whicii  rode  him  so 
liard,  that  he  not  only  groaned  and  snorted, 
but  tlie  sweat  ran  down  his  face  in  streams. 
The  perturbation  of  his  brain,  occasioned  by 
this  pressure,  and  the  fright  lie  had  lately 
undergone,  gave  rise  to  a  very  terrible  dream, 
in  which  he  fancied  himself  apprehended  for 
a  robbery.  The  horror  of  the  gallows  was 
strong  upon  liim,  when  ho  was  suddenly 
awaked  by  a  violent  shock  from  the  doctor ; 
>jid  the  company  broke  in  upon  his  view, 
s'.ill  perverted  by  fear,  and  uedimmed  by 
iduniber.  His  dream  was  now  realized  by  a 
'\ill  persuasion  that  he  was  surrounded  by 
ne  const:ihlo  and  his  gang.  The  first  ob- 
iect  that  presented  itsd  f  to  his  disordered 
riew  was  the  figure  of  Ferret,  who  might 
»-.Trj  wc  I  have  passed  for  the  finisher  ff  the 


law  ;  agamst  iiini,  therefore,  the  first  efibrt 
of  his  despair  was  directed.  He  started 
upon  the  fioor,  and  seizing  a  certain  utensii, 
that  shall  be  nameless,  launched  it  at  the 
misanthrope  witli  such  violence,  that,  had  he 
not  cautiously  slip])ed  iiis  head  aside,  it  ia 
supposed  that  actual  lire  would  liave  been 
produced  from  the  collision  of  two  such  hard 
and  solid  substances.  All  future  mischief 
was  prevented  by  the  strength  and  agility 
of  Captain  ('rowe,  who,  s|)ringing  upon  tiio 
assailant,  pinioned  his  arms  to  his  sides, 
crying, — "  ()  damn  ye,  ifyou  are  for  running 
a-head,  I'll  soon  bring  you  to  your  bearings." 

The  squire,  thus  restj-aincd,  soon  recollect- 
ed himself,  and  gazing  upon  every  individual 
in  tlic  apartment, — "  Wounds  !"  said  he, 
"  I've  had  an  ugly  dream,  i  thought,  for  all 
tlie  world,  they  were  carrying  me  to  New- 
gate, and  that  there  was  Jack  Ketch  coom 
to  vetch  me  before  my  tairn." 

Ferret,  who  was  the  person  he  had  thus 
distinguished,  eyeing  him  with  a  look  of  the 
most  emphatic  malevolence,  told  him,  itvvaa 
very  natural  for  a  knave  to  dream  of  New- 
gate ;  and  that  he  lioped  to  see  the  day 
when  this  dream  would  be  found  a  true  pro- 
phecy, and  the  commonwealth  i)urg(;d  of  all 
such  rogues  nnd  vagabonds  :  but  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  tlie  vulgar  would  be  hon<Jst 
and  conscientious,  while  the  great  were  dis- 
tinguished by  profiigacy  and  corruption.  The 
squire  was  disposed  to  make  a  practical  re- 
ply to  this  insinuation,  when  Mr  Ferret  pru 
dently  withdrew  himself  from  the  scene  of 
altercation.  The  good  woman  of  the  house 
persuaded  his  antagonist  to  take  out  his  nap, 
assuring  him,  that  the  eggs  and  bacon,  with 
a  mug  of  excellent  ale,  should  be  forthcom- 
ing in  due  season.  The  affair  being  thus 
fortunately  adjusted,  the  guests  returned  to 
the  kitchen,  and  Mr  Clarke  resumed  his  story 
to  this  effect. 

"  You'll  please  to  take  notice,  gemnien, 
that,  besides  the  instances  I  have  alleged  of 
Sir  I<aunceIot's  extravagant  benevolence,  I 
could  recount  a  great  many  others  of  the 
same  nature,  and  particularly  the  laudable 
vengeance  he  took  of  a  country  lawyer.  Fm 
sorry  that  any  such  miscreant  should  belong 
to  the  profession.  He  v/as  clerk  of  the  as- 
size, gemmen,  in  a  certain  town,  notagrent 
way  distant ;  and  having  a  blank  pardon  left 
by  the  judges  for  some  criminals  whose  cases 
were  attended  with  favourable  circumstances, 
he  would  not  insert  the  name  of  one  who 
could  not  procure  a  guinea  tor  the  fee ;  and 
the  poor  fellow,  who  had  only  stole  an  hour- 
glass out  of  a  shoemaker's  window,  was  ac- 
tually executed,  after  a  long  respite,  during 
wnich  he  had  been  permitted  to  go  abroad, 
and  earn  his  subsistence  by  his  daily  labour. 

'*  Sir  Launcelot,  being  informed  of  this 
barbarous  act  of  avarice,  and  having  some 
ground  that  bordered  on  the  lawyer's  esta,te, 
not  only  rendered  him  contemptible  and  in 
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famous,  by  exposing  him  as  often  as  they  met 
on  the  grand  jury,  but  also,  being  vested 
with  the  property  of  the  great  tithes,  proved 
Buch  a  troublesome  neiglibour,  sometimes  by 
making  waste  among  his  hay  and  corn, 
sometimes  by  instituting  suits  against  him 
for  petty  trespasses,  that  he  was  fairly 
obliged  to  quit  his  Jiabitation,  and  remove 
into  another  part  of  tiie  kingdom. 

"  All  these  avocations  could  not  divert  Sir 
Launcelot  from  the  execution  of  a  wild 
scheme,  which  has  carried  Jiis  extravagance 
to  such  a  pitch,  that  I  am  afraid,  if  a  statute 
— you  understand  me,  gemmen — were  sued, 
the  jury  would — I  don't  choose  to  explain 
myself  further  on  this  circumstance.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  servants  at  Greavesbury- 
hall  were  not  a  little  confounded,  when  their 
master  took  down  from  the  family  armoury 
a  complete  suit  of  armour,  which  had  be- 
longed to  his  great-grandfather,  Sir  Marma- 
duke  Greaves,  a  great  warrior,  who  lost  his 
life  in  the  service  of  his  king.  This  armour 
being  scoured,  repaired,  and  altered,  so  as  to 
fit  Sir  Launcelot,  a  certain  knight,  whom  I 
don't  choose  to  name,  because  I  believe  he 
cannot  be  j)rcved  compos  mentis,  came  down, 
seemingly  on  a  visit,  with  two  attendants  ; 
and,  on  the  eve  of  the  festival  of  St  George, 
the  armour  being  carried  into  the  chapel,  Sir 
Launcelot  (Lord  have  mercy  upon  us  !)  re- 
mained all  night  in  that  dismal- place  alone, 
and  without  light,  though  it  was  contidently 
reported  all  over  tlie  country,  that  the  place 
was  haunted  by  the  spirit  of  his  great-great- 
nncle,  who,  being  lunatic  had  cut  his  throat 
from  ear  to  ear,  and  was  found  dead  on  the 
communion  table." 

It  was  observed,  that,  while  Mr  Clarke  re- 
hearsed this  circumstance,  liis  eyes  began  to 
stare,  and  his  teeth  to  chatter ;  while  Dolly, 
whose  looks  were  fixed  invariably  on  this 
narrator,  growing  pale,  and  hitching  jier 
joint-stool  nearer  the  chimney,  exclaimed,  in 
a  frightened  tone, — "  Moother,  moother,  in 
the  name  of  God,  look  to  'un  I  how  a  quakes  ! 
As  I'm  a  precious  saoul,  a  looks  as  if  a  saw 
something."  Tom  forced  a  smile,  and  thus 
proceeded. — 

"  While  Sir  Launcelot  tarried  within  the 
chapel,  v/ith  the  doors  all  locked,  the  other 
knight  stalked  round  and  round  it  on  the  out- 
side, with  his  sword  drawn,  to  the  terror  of 
divers  persons  who  were  present  at  the  cere- 
mony. As  soon  as  day  broke,  he  opened  one 
of  the  doors,  and,  going  in  to  Sir  Launcelot, 
read  a  book  for  some  time,  which  wo  did  sup- 
pose to  be  the  constitutions  of  knight-errant- 
ry :  then  we  heard  a  loud  slap,  which  echoed 
through  the  whole  chapel,  and  the  stranger 
pronounced,  with  an  audible  and  solemn 
voice, — "  In  the  name  of  God,  St  Michael, 
and  St  George,  I  dub  thee  knight — be  faith- 
ful, bold,  and  fortimate."  You  cannot  ima- 
jrino,  gemmen,  what  an  effei;t  this  strange 
i;»r*5mony  had   upon   the   pcaplo   who   were 


assembled.  They  gazed  at  one  another  in 
silent  horror,  and  when  Sir  Launcelot  camo 
forth  completely  armed,  took  to  their  heela 
in  a  body,  and  fled  with  the  utmost  precipi- 
tation. I  myself  was  overturned  in  the 
crowd  ;  and  this  was  the  case  with  that  very 
individual  person  who  now  serves  him  as  a 
squire.  He  was  so  frightened,  that  he  could 
not  rise,  but  lay  roaring  in  such  a  manner, 
that  the  knight  came  up,  and  gave  him  a 
thwack  with  his  lance  across  the  shoulders, 
which  roused  him  with  a  vengeance.  For  my 
own  part,  I  freely  own  I  was  not  unmoved 
at  seeing  such  a  figure  come  stalking  out  of 
a  church  in  the  grey  of  the  morning ;  for  it 
recalled  to  my  remembrance  the  idea  of  the 
ghost  in  Hamlet,  which  I  had  seen  acted  in 
Drury-lane,  when  I  made  my  first  trip  to 
London,  and  I  had  not  yet  got  rid  of  the  im- 
pression. 

"Sir  Launcelot,  attended  by  the  other 
knight,  proceeded  to  the  stable,  from  whence, 
with  his  own  hands,  he  drew  forth  one  of  his 
best  horses,  a  fine  mettlesome  sorrel,  who  had 
got  blood  in  him,  ornamented  with  rich  trap- 
pings. In  a  trice,  the  two  knights,  and  the 
other  two  strangers,  who  now  appeared  to 
be  trumpeters,  were  mounted.  Sir  Launce- 
lot's  armour  was  lacquered  black  ;  and  on  his 
shield  was  represented  the  moon  in  her  first 
quarter,  with  the  motto  Impleat  orhem. 
The  trumpets  having  sounded  a  charge,  the 
stranger  pronounced  with  a  loud  voice, — 
'  God  preserve  this  gallant  knight  in  all  his 
honourable  achievements  ;  and  may  he  long 
continue  to  press  the  sides  of  his  now  adopted 
steed,  which  I  denominate  Bronzomarte, 
hoping  that  ho  will  rival  in  swiftness  and 
spirit,  Bayardo,  Brigliadoro,  or  any  other 
steed  of  past  or  present  chivalry  !'  Afler 
another  flourish  of  the  trumpets,  all  four 
clapped  spurs  to  their  horses,  Sir  Launcelot 
couching  his  lance,  and  galloped  to  and  fro, 
as  if  they  had  been  mad,  to  the  terror  and 
astonishment  of  all  tlic  spectators. 

"  What  should  have  induced  our  knight  to 
choose  this  here  man  for  his  squire,  is  not 
easy  to  determine ;  for,  of  all  the  servants 
about  the  house,  he  was  the  least  likely 
either  to  please  his  master,  or  engage  in  such 
an  undertaking.  His  name  is  Timothy  Crab- 
shaw,  and  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  whipper- 
in  to  Sir  Everhard.  He  afterwards  married 
the  daughter  of  a  poor  cottager,  by  whom  he 
has  several  children,  and  was  employed  about 
the  house  as  a  ploughman  and  carter.  Tc 
be  sure,  the  fellow  has  a  dry  sort  of  Jiumour 
about  him  ;  but  he  was  universally  hated 
among  the  servants  for  his  abusive  tongue 
ahd  perverse  disposition,  which  often  brouglit 
him  into  trouble  ;  for,  although  the  fellow  is 
as  strong  as  an  elephant,  he  has  no  more  cour- 
age naturally  than  a  chicken — I  say  naturally, 
because,  since  his  being  a  member  of  knight- 
errantry,  he  has  done  some  things  that  appea* 
altogether  incredible  and  preternatural. 
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"  Timothy  kept  such  a  ba\vliii<f,  after  he 
b  d  received  the  blow  from  Sir  liaimcelot, 
tl.it  every  body  on  tlie  liidd  thoticfht  some  of 
hio  bones  were  broken  ;  and  his  wife,  with 
fivj  banfiinj^s  came  sniveliintr  to  the  kniirht, 
who  ordered  lier  to  send  the  luisband  directly 
to  \iis  house.  Tim  accordingly  went  thither, 
groaiiingf  piteously  all  the  way,  creeping 
alone*  wit'i  his  body  bent  like  a  Greenland 
canoe.  As  soon  as  he  entered  the  court,  the 
oitwarJ  door  was  shut ;  and  Sir  Launcelot, 
coming  down  stairs  with  a  horsewliip  in  his 
hand,  asKcd  what  was  the  matter  with  him 
that  lie  complained  so  dismally.  To  lliis 
question  ho  replied, —  That  it  was  as  com- 
mon as  ducK-wecd  in  his  country,  for  a  man 
to  comi)iaiii  when  his  bones  were  broken.' 
*  What  should  have  broken  your  bones  !'  said 
the  knight.  '  I  cannot  guess,'  answered  the 
other,  '  unit  ss  it  was  tliat  delicate  switch 
that  your  lioiiour  in  your  mad  pranks  handled 
BO  dexterously  upon  my  carcass.'  Sir  Laun- 
celot then  told  him  there  was  nothing  so 
good  for  a  bruise  as  a  sweat,  and  he  iiad  the 
remedy  in  his  liant'l.  Timothy,  eyeing  the 
horsewhip  askance,  observed  that  there  was 
another  still  more  speedy,  to  wit,  a  moderate 
pill  of  lead,  with  a  suflicient  dose  of  gun- 
powder. '  No,  rascal,'  cried  the  knight, 
•that  must  be  reserved  for  your  betters.' 
So  saying,  ho  employed  the  instrument  so 
efiectually,  that  ("rabsiiaw  soon  forgot  his 
fractured  ribs,  and  capered  about  with  great 

'•  When  he  had  been  disciplined  in  this 
manner  to  some  purpose,  the  knight  told  him 
he  might  retiie,  but  ordered  him  to  return 
next  morning,  when  he  should  have  a  repe- 
tition of  the  medicine,  provided  he  did  not 
find  himself  capable  of  walking  in  an  erect 
posture. 

"  The  gate  was  no  sooner  thrown  open, 
than  Timotliy  ran  home  with  all  the  speed 
of  a  grevhound,  and  corrected  his  wife,  by 
whose  advice  he  had  pretended  to  bo  so 
grievously  damaged  in  his  person. 

"Nobody  dreamed  that  he  would  ne.xt  day 
present  himself  at  Greavesbury-liall  ;  never- 
theless, he  was  there  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  even  closeted  a  whole  hour  with 
Sir  Launcelot.  lie  came  out  making  wry 
faces,  and  several  times  slapped  himself  on 
the  foreliead,  crying, — '  Bodikins  !  thof  hebe 
crazy,  1  an't,  that  I  an't  !'  When  he  was 
asked  what  was  the  matter?  he  said,  he 
believed  the  devil  had  got  in  him,  and  he 
should  never  be  his  own  man  again. 

"  That  same  day  the  knight  carried  him  to 
Ashenton,  where  he  bespoke  those  accoutre- 
ments which  ho  now  wears  ;  and  while  these 
were  making,  it  was  thought  the  poor  fellow 
would  have  run  distracted,  lie  did  nothing 
but  growl,  and  curse,  and  swear  to  liimseif, 
rui  backwards  and  forwards  between  his  own 
hut  and  Greavesbury-hall,  and  (piarrel  with 
ihe  horses  j  \  the  stab>.  At  length  his  wife 
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and  family  were  removed  into  ;l  sung  farm- 
house that  happened  to  be  empty,  and  care 
taken  that  they  should  bo  comfortably  main- 
tained. 

"  These  precautions  being  taken,  the  knight, 
one  morning  at  day-break,  mounted  Bronz'*. 
marte,  and  Crabshaw,  as  his  squire,  ascended 
the  back  of  a  clumsy  cart-horse,  called  Gil- 
bert. This  again  was  looked  upon  as  an 
instance  of  insanity  in  the  said  (/rabshaw; 
for,  of  all  horses  in  the  stable,  (Jilbert  was 
the  most  stubborn  and  vicious,  and  had  often 
like  to  have  done  mischief  to  Timothy  while 
he  drove  the  cart  and  [dough.  \Vlien  he 
was  out  of  humour,  he  would  kick  and  plunge, 
as  if  the  devil  was  in  him.  IIo  once  thrust 
Crabshaw  into  the  middle  of  a  quicksct-hedgC; 
where  he  was  terribly  torn  :  another  time  he 
canted  him  over  his  head  into  a  quagmire 
where  he  stuck  with  his  heels  up,  and  must 
have  perished,.if  people  had  not  been  passing 
that  way  :  a  third  time  he  seized  him  in  the 
stable  with  his  teeth  by  the  riin  of  the  belly, 
and  swung  him  off  the  ground,  to  the  great 
danger  of  his  life  :  and  I'll  be  hanged,  if  it 
was  not  owing  to  (Jilbert,  that  Crabshaw 
was  now  thrown  into  the  river. 

"  Thus  mounted  and  accoutred,  the  knight 
and  his  squire  set  out  on  their  first  excursion. 
They  turned  oft"  from  the  common  highway, 
and  travelled  all  that  day  without  meeting 
any  tiling  worthy  recounting;  but,  in  the 
morning  of  the  second  day,  they  were  fa- 
voured with  an  adventure.  The  hunt  was 
upon  a  common  through  which  they  travelled, 
and  the  hounds  were  in  full  cry  after  a  fox, 
when  Crabshaw,  prompted  by  his  own  mis- 
chievous disposition,  and  neglecting  the  order 
of  his  master,  who  called  aloud  to  him  to  de- 
sist, rode  up  to  the  hounds,  and  crossed  them 
at  full  gallop.  The  huntsman,  who  was  not 
far  off,  running  towards  the  squire,  bestowed 
upon  his  head  such  a  memento  with  his  pole, 
as  made  the  landscape  dance  before  his  eyes ; 
and  in  a  twinkling  he  was  surrounded  by  all 
the  foxhunters,  who  plied  their  whips  about 
his  ears  with  infinite  agility.  Sir  Launcelot 
advancing  at  an  easy  pace,  instead  of  assist- 
inor  the  disastrous  squire,  exhorted  his  adver- 
saries to  punish  him  severely  for  his  insolence, 
and  they  were  not  slow  in  obeying  this  m- 
iunction.  Crabshaw  finding  himself  in  this 
disagreeable  situation,  and  that  there  was  no 
succour  to  be  expected  from  his  master,  on 
whose  prowess  he  had  depended,  grew  dc.-"- 
perate,  and,  clubbing  his  whip,  laid  about 
him  with  great  fury,  wheeling  about  Gilbert, 
who  was  not  idle;  for  he,  having  received 
some  of  the  favours  intended  for  his  rider, 
both  bit  with  his  teeth,  and  kicked  with  his 
heels  ;  and  at  last  made  his  way  through  the 
ring  that  encircled  him,  though  not  before  he 
had  broken  the  huntsman's  leg,  lamed  one  of 
the  best  horses  on  the  field,  anr  killed  half  a 
score  of  the  hounds. 

"  Crabshaw,  seeing  himself  clear  of  the 
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tray,  did  not  tarry  to  take  leave  of  his  master, 
but  made  the  most  of  iiis  way  to  Groavesbury- 
hall,  where  he  appeared  hardly  with  any  ves- 
tige of  the  human  countenance,  so  much  had 
he  been  defaced  in  this  adventure.  lie  did 
not  fail  to  raise  a  great  clamour  against  Sir 
Launcelot,  whom  lie  cursed  as  a  coward  in 
plain  terms,  swearing  he  would  never  serve 
iiim  another  day  :  but  whether  he  altered  his 
mind  on  cooler  reflection,  or  was  lectured  by 
his  wife,  who  well  understood  her  own  in- 
terest, he  rose  witii  the  cock,  and  went 
again  in  quest  of  Sir  Launcelot,  whom  he 
found  on  the  eve  of  a  very  hazardous  enter- 
prise. 

"In  the  midst  of  a  lane,  the  knight  hap- 
pened to  meet  with  a  party  of  about  forty 
recruits,  commanded  by  a  serjeant,  a  corpo- 
ral, and  a  drummer,  which  last  had  his  drum 
slung  at  his  hack  ;  but  seeing  sucli  a  strange 
figure  mounted  on  a  high-spirited  horse,  he 
was  seized  with  an  inclination  to  divert  his 
company.  Witli  this  view,  he  braced  his 
drum,  and  hanging  it  in  its  proper  position, 
began  to  beat  a  point  of  war,  advancing 
under  the  very  nose  of  Bronzomarte  ;  while 

the  corporal  exclaimed, — '  D n  my  eyes, 

who  have  we  got  here  ! — Old  King  Stephen, 
from  the  horse  armoury  in  the  tower,  or  tiie 
fellow  that  rides  armed  at  my  lord  mayor's 
show'J'  The  knight's  steed  seemed  at  least 
as  well  pleased  with  the  sound  of  the  drum, 
as  were  the  recruits  that  followed  it ;  and 
Bignified  his  satisfaction  in  some  curvetings 
and  caprioles,  which  did  not  at  all  discom- 
pose  the  rider,  who,  addressing  himself  to 
the  serjeant, — 'Friend,'  said  he,  'you  ought 
to  teach  your  drummer  better  manners.  I 
would  chastise  the  fellow  on  the  spot  for 
his  insolence,  were  it  not  out  of  the  respect 
I  bear  to  his  majesty's  service.'     '  Respect 

mine  a !'  cried  this  ferocious  commander, 

'what,  d'ye  think  to  frighten  us  with  your 
pewter  piss-pot  on  your  skull,  and  your  lac- 
que.red  pot-lid  on  your  arm  ]  get  out  of  the 

way,  and  be  d d,  or  I'll  raise  with  my 

nalbert  such  a  clatter  upon  your  target,  that 
you'll  remember  it  the  longest  day  you  have 
to  live.'  At  that  instant  Crabshaw  arriving 
upon  Gilbert, — '  So,  rascal,'  said  Sir  Laun- 
celot, 'you  are  returned.  Go  and  beat  in 
that  scoundrel's  drum-head.' 

"The  squire,  w'lo  saw  no  weapons  of 
offence  about  tiie  drummer  but  a  sword, 
which  lie  hoped  the  owner  durst  not  draw, 
and  being  resolved  to  exert  himself  in  making 
atonement  for  his  desertion,  advanced  to  excl 
cute  his  master's  orders  ;  but  Gilbert,  who 
liked  not  the  noise,  refused  to  proceed  in  the 
ordinary  way.  Then  the  squire  turning  his 
tail  to  the  drummer,  he  advanced  in  a  retro- 
grade motion,  and  with  one  kick  of  liis  heels, 
not  only  broke  the  drum  into  a  thousand 
pieces,  but  laid  the  drummer  in  the  mire, 
with  such  a  blow  upon  his  hip-bone,  that  he 
halted  all  the  days  of  his  life.     The  recruits, 


perceiving  the  discomfiture  of  their  leader, 
armed  themselves  with  stones  ;  the  serjeant 
raised  his  halbert  in  a  posture  of  defence,  and 
immediately  a  severe  action  ensued.  By 
this  time  Crabshaw  had  drawn  his  sword,  and 
began  to  lay  about  him  like  a  devil  incarnate  ; 
but,  in  a  little  time,  he  was  saluted  by  a  volley 
of  stones,  one  of  which  knocked  out  two  of 
his  grinders,  and  brought  him  to  the  earth, 
where  he  had  liked  to  have  fi>und  no  quarter ; 
for  the  whole  company  crowded  about  him, 
with  their  cudgels  brandished  ;  and  perhaps 
he  owed  his  preservation  to  their  pressing 
so  hard  that  they  hindered  one  another  from 
using  their  weapons. 

"  Sir  Launcelot  seeing,  with  indignation, 
the  unworthy  treatment  his  squire  had  re- 
ceived, and  scorning  to  stain  his  lance  with 
the  blood  of  plebeians,  instead  of  couching  it 
in  the  rest,  seized  it  by  the  middle,  and 
fetching  one  blow  at  the  serjeant,  broke  in 
twain  the  halbert,  which  he  hud  raised  as  a 
quarter-staff  for  his  defence.  The  second 
stroke  encountered  his  pate,  v/hich  being 
the  hardest  part  about  him,  sustained  the 
shock  without  damage  ;  but  the  third,  light- 
ing on  his  ribs,  he  honoured  the  giver 
Vv'ith  immediate  prostration.  The  general 
being  thus  overtlirown.  Sir  Launcelot  ad- 
vanced to  the  relief  of  Crabshaw,  and  handled 
his  weapon  so  effectually,  that  the  whole 
body  of  the  enemy  were  disabled  or  routed, 
before  one  cudgel  had  touched  the  carcass 
of  the  fallen  squire.  As  for  the  corporal, 
instead  of  standing  by  his  commanding  offi- 
cer, he  had  overleaped  the  hedge,  and  run 
to  the  constable  of  an  adjoining  village  for 
assistance.  Accordingly,  before  Crabshaw 
could  be  properly  remounted,  the  peace 
officer  arrived  with  his  posse  ;  and  by  the 
corporal  was  charged  with  Sir  Launcelot 
and  his  squire  as  two  highwaymen.  The 
constable,  astonished  at  the  martial  figure 
of  the  knight,  and  intimidated  at  sight  of  the 
havoc  he  had  made,  contented  himself  with 
standing  at  a  distance,  displaying  the  badge 
of  his  office,  and  reminding  the  knight  that 
he  represented  his  majesty's  person. 

"Sir  Launcelot,  seeing  the  poor  man  in 
great  agitation,  assured  him  that  his  design 
was  to  enforce,  not  violate  the  lav/s  of  his 
country  ;  and  that  he  and  his  squire  would 
attend  him  to  the  next  justice  of  peace ; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  he,  in  his  turn, 
charged  the  peace-officer  with  the  ser- 
jeant and  drummer,  who  had  begun  the 
fray. 

"  The  justice  had  been  a  pettifogger,  and 
was  a  sycophant  to  a  nobleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, who  had  a  post  at  court.  He 
therefore  thought  he  should  oblige  his  patron 
by  showing  his  respect  for  the  military  ;  and 
treated  our  knight  with  the  most  boorish 
insolence  ;  but  refused  to  admit  him  into  his 
house,  until  he  had  surrendered  all  his  wua 
pons  of  offence  to  the  constable.     Sir  Laun- 
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celiit  and  liis  Hqiiiro  beinfj  roiiiul  the  anfgress- 
ors,  tiie  justice  insistc(l  upon  niakinj^  out 
their  mitfiimis,  it'  tliey  did  not  tiiul  biul  im- 
riu'diately ;  and  could  h:inlly  bo  provailod 
upon  to  ai,'rcc  tliat  tliey  should  remain  at  the 
house  of  the  constable,  who  being  a  publican, 
tindertoolc  to  keep  them  in  safe  custody, 
until  the  knij^ht  could  write  to  his  steward. 
Meanwhile  he  was  bound  over  to  the  peace  ; 
und  the  sprjoant  with  his  drummer  were  told 
they  had  a  good  action  against  him  for  assault 
and  battery,  either  by  information  or  indict- 
ment. 

*•  Thoy  were  not,  however,  so  fond  of  tlic 
law  as  the  justii-e  seemed  to  bo.  Their  sen- 
timents had  taken  a  turn  in  favour  of  Sir 
Launcelot,  during  the  course  of  Jiis  examina- 
tion, by  which  it  appeared  that  he  was  really 
a  gentleman  of  fashion  and  fortune ;  and 
they  resolved  to  compromise  the  atPair  with- 
out the  intervention  of  his  worship.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Serjeant  repaired  to  the  constable's 
house,  whore  the  knight  was  lodged,  and 
humbled  himself  before  his  honour,  protest- 
ing with  many  oaths,  that,  if  he  had  known 
his  quality,  he  would  have  beaten  the  drum- 
mer's brains  about  his  ears,  for  presuming  to 
give  his  honour  or  his  horse  the  least  dis- 
turbance ;  ihof  tlie  fellow,  he  believed,  was 
sufficiently  punished  in  being  a  cripple  for 
life. 

"Sir  Launcelot  admitted  of  his  apologies, 
and  taking  compassion  on  the  fellow  who 
had  suffered  so  severely  for  liis  folly,  resolved 
to  provide  for  his  maintenance.  Upon  the 
representation  of  the  parties  to  th.o  justice, 
the  warrant  was  next  day  discharged;  and 
the  knight  returned  to  liis  own  house,  at- 
tended by  the  serjeant  and  the  drummer 
mounted  on  horseback,  the  recrrits  being 
left  to  the  corporal's  charge. 

"The  halberdier  found  the  good  effects  of 
Sir  Launcelot's  liberality  ;  and  his  companion 
being  rendered  unfit  for  his  majesty's  service, 
by  the  heels  of  Gilbert,  is  now  entertained 
at  Greavesbury-hall,  where  he  will  probably 
remain  for  life. 

"As  for  Crabshaw,  his  master  gave  Jiim 
to  understand,  that  if  he  did  not  think  him 
pretty  well  chastised  for  his  presumption  and 
flight,  by  the  discipline  he  had  undergone  in 
the  last  two  adventures,  he  would  turn  him 
out  of  his  service  with  disgrace.  Timothy 
taid,  he  believed  it  would  be  the  greatest 
favour  he  could  do  him  to  turn  him  out 
of  a  service  in  which  he  knew  he  should 
be  rib-roasted  every  day,  and  murdered  at 
last. 

"  In  this  situation  were  things  at  Grcavos- 
Dury-hall  about  a  month  ago,  when  I  crossed 
the  country  to  Ferrybridge,  where  I  met  my 
uncle  ;  probably  this  is  the  first  incident  of 
their  second  excursion  ;  for  the  distance  be- 
tween this  here  house  and  Sir  Launcelot's 
estate  does  not  exceed  fourscore  or  ninety 
miles. " 


CHAPTER  VL 

In  which  the  render  will  perceive  lltat  in 
nome  cases  madness  is  ca'cliivg. 

]\Ir  Clarke  having  made  an  end  of  hia 
narrative,  the  surgeon  thanked  him  for  the 
entertainment  he  had  received  ;  and  Mr  Fer- 
ret shrugged  up  his  shoulders  in  silent  disap- 
probation. As  for  Captain  Crowe,  who  used 
at  such  pauses  to  pour  in  a  broilside  of  dis- 
membered remarks,  linked  together  like 
chain-shot,  he  spoke  not  a  syllable  for  some 
time  ;  but,  lighting  a  fresh  pipe  at  the  can- 
dle, began  to  roll  such  voluminous  clouds  of 
6'.inoke  as  in  an  instant  filled  the  whoh;  apart- 
ment, and  rendered  himself  invisible  to  the 
wh»k;  company.  Though  he  thus  shrouded 
himself  from  their  view,  he  did  not  long  re- 
main concealed  from  their  hearing.  They 
first  hoard  a  strange  dissonant  cackle,  which 
the  doctor  knew  to  be  a  sea-laugh,  and  this 
was  followed  by  an  eager  exclamation  of— • 
"  Rare  pastime,  strike  my  yards  and  top- 
masts ; — I've  a  good  mind — why  shouldn't — 
many  a  losing  voyage  I've — smite  my  taffrel 
but  I  wool — " 

By  this  time  he  had  relaxed  so  much  in  his 
fumigation,  that  the  lip  of  his  nose  and  one 
eye  re-appeared  ;  and  as  he  had  drawn  his 
wig  forwards,  so  as  to  cover  his  whole  fore- 
head, the  figure  that  now  saluted  their  eyes 
was  much  more  ferocious  and  torrible  than 
the  fire-breathing  chimera  of  the  ancients. 
Notwithstanding  this  dreadful  afipearancc, 
there  was  no  indignation  in  his  licart,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  an  agreeable  curiosity, 
which  he  was  determined  to  gratify. 

Addressing  himself  to  Mr  Fillet, —  "  l*r'y- 
thee,  doctor,"  said  he,  "  can'st  tell  whether 
a  man,  without  being  rated  a  lord  or  a  baron, 
or  what  dy'ye  call  um,  d'ye  see,  mayn't  take 
to  the  highway  in  the  way  of  a  frolic  d'ye 
see  ?  Adad  !  for  my  own  part,  brother,  I'm 
resolved  as  how  to  cruise  a  bit  in  the  way  of 
an  arrant — if  so  be  as  I  can't  at  once  be  com- 
mander, mayhap  I  may  be  bore  upon  the 
books  as  a  petty  ollicor  or  the  like,  d'ye  see." 

"  Now,  the  Lord  forbid  !"  cried  Clarke, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "I'd  rather  see  you 
dond  than  brought  to  such  a  dilemma." 
"  Mayhap  thou  would'st,"  answered  the  un- 
cle  ;  "  for  then,  my  lad,  there  would  be  some 
picking — aha  !  do'st  thou  tip  me  the  travel- 
ler, my  boy  7"  Tom  assured  him  lie  scorned 
any  such  mercenary  views  : — "  I  am  only 
concerned,"  said  he,  "  that  you  should  take 
any  step  that  might  tend  to  the  disgrace  of 
yourself  or  your  i'amily  ;  and  I  say  again,  1 
had  rather  die  than  live  to  see  yon  reckoned 
any  other  ways  than  compos."     "  Die  and 

be  d d  !  you  shambling  iialf  timbered  son 

of  a ,"  cried  the  choleric  Crowe,  "do'st 

talk  to  me  of  keeping  a  reckoning  and  com- 
pass ! — I  could  keep  a  reckoning,  and  boT 
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my  compass  long  enough  before  thy  keel- 
stone  was  laid — Sam  Crowe  is  not  come 
here  t)  ask  thy  counsel  how  to  steer  his 
course."  "  Lord,  sir,"  resumed  the  nephew, 
•»  consider  wiiat  people  will  say — all  the  world 
will  think  you  mad."  "  Set  thy  heart  at 
ease,  Tom."  cried  the  seaman,  "  I'll  have  a 
trip  to  and  again  in  this  here  channel.  Mad  ? 
what  then,  1  think  fur  my  part  one  half  of 
the  nation  is  mad — and  the  other  not  very 
sound — I  don't  see  why  I  han't  as  good  a 
right  to  be  mad  as  another  man.  But,  doc- 
tor, as  I  was  saying,  I'd  be  bound  to  you,  if 
vou  would  direct  me  where  I  can  buy  that 
same  tackle  that  an  arrant  must  wear  ;  as  for 
the  matter  of  the  long-pole,  headed  with 
iron,  I'd  never  desire  better  than  a  good 
boat-hook,  and  I  cccld  make  a  special  good 
target  of  that  there  tin  sconce  that  holds  the 
candle — mayhap  any  blacksmith  will  hammer 
me  a  scull-cap,  d'ye  see,  out  of  an  old  brass 
kettle  ;  and  I  can  call  my  horse  by  the  name 
of  my  ship,  which  was  Mufti." 

The  surgeon  was  one  of  those  wags  who 
can  laugh  inwardly,  without  exhibiting  the 
least  outward  mark  of  mirth  or  satisfaction. 
He  at  once  perceived  the  amusement  which 
might  be  drawn  from  this  strange  disposition 
of  the  sailor,  together  with  the  most  likely 
means  which  could  be  used  to  divert  him 
from  such  an  extravagant  pursuit.  He  there- 
fore tipped  Clarke  the  wink  with  one  side  of 
his  face,  while  the  other  was  very  gravely 
turned  to  the  captain,  whom  he  addressed  to 
this  effect. — "It  is  not  far  from  hence  to 
Sheffield,  where  you  might  be  completely 
fitted  in  half  a  day — then  you  must  wake 
your  armour  in  church  or  chapel,  and  be 
dubbed.  As  for  this  last  ceremony,  it  may 
be  performed  by  any  person  whatsoever.  Don 
Quixote  was  dubbed  by  his  landlord  ;  and 
there  are  many  instances  on  record  of  er- 
rants  obliging  and  compelling  the  next  per- 
son they  met  to  cross  their  shoulders,  and 
dub  them  knights.  I  myself  would  under- 
take to  be  your  godfather  ;  and  I  liave  inter- 
est enough  to  procure  the  keys  of  the  parish 
church  that  stands  hard  by  ;  besides,  this  is 
the  eve  of  St  Martin,  who  was  himself  a 
knight-errant,  and  therefore  a  proper  patron 
to  noviciate.  I  wish  we  could  borrow  Sir 
Launcelot's  armour  for  tiie  occasion." 

Crowe,  being  struck  with  this  hint,  started 
up,  and,  laying  liis  lingers  on  his  lips  to  en- 
join silence,  walked  off  softly  on  his  tiptoes, 
to  listen  at  the  door  of  our  knight's  apart- 
ment, and  judge  whether  or  not  he  was 
asleep.  Mr  Fillet  took  this  opportunity  to 
tell  his  nephew  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
him  to  combat  this  humour  with  reason  and 
argument;  but  the  most  effectual  way  of  di- 
verting him  from  the  plan  of  knight-errantry 
would  be  to  frighten  him  heartily  while  he 
should  keep  his  vigil  in  the  church.  To- 
wards the  accomplishment  of  which  purpose, 
!io  craved  the  assistance  of  the  misanthrope 


as  well  as  the  nephew.  Clarke  seemed  to 
relish  the  scheme  ;  and  observed,  that  hia 
uncle,  though  endued  with  coura£:e  enough 
to  face  any  human  danger,  had  at  bottom 
strong  fund  of  superstition,  which  he  had 
acquired,  or  at  least  improved,  in  the  course 
of  a  sea  life.  Ferret,  who  perhaps  would 
not  have  gone  ten  paces  out  of  his  road  to 
save  Crowe  from  the  gallows,  nevertheless 
engaged  as  an  auxiliary,  merely  in  hope  of 
seeing  a  fellow-creature  miserable  ;  and  even 
undertook  to  be  the  principal  agent  in  this 
adventure.  For  this  office,  indeed,  he  waa 
better  qualified  than  they  could  have  ima- 
gined. In  the  bundle  which  he  kept  under 
his  great  coat,  there  was,  together  with  di- 
vers nostrums,  a  small  phial  of  liquid  phos- 
phorus, sufficient,  as  he  had  already  observed, 
to  frighten  a  whole  neighbourhood  out  of 
their  senses. 

In  order  to  concert  the  previous  measures, 
without  being  overheard,  these  confederates 
retired  with  a  candle  and  lanthorn  into  the 
stable  ;  and  their  backs  were  scarce  turned, 
when  captain  Crowe  came  in  loaded  with 
pieces  of  the  knight's  armour,  which  he  had 
conveyed  from  the  apartment  o-f  Sir  Launce- 
lot,  whom  he  had  left  fast  asleep. 

Understanding  that  the  rest  of  the  compa- 
ny were  gone  out  for  a  moment,  he  could  not 
resist  the  inclination  he  felt  of  communicat- 
ing his  intention  to  the  landlady,  who,  witn 
her  daugliter,  had  been  too  much  engaged  in 
preparing  Crabshaw's  supper,  to  know  tne 
purport  of  their  conversation.  The  good 
woman,  being  informed  of  the  c-'/ptain's  de- 
sign to  remain  alone  all  night  in  the  church, 
began  to  oppose  it  with  all  her  rhetoric.  She 
said  it  was  setting  his  Maker  at  dehance, 
and  a  wilful  running  into  temptation.  She 
assured  him  that  all  the  couritry  knew  that 
the  church  w'as  haunted  by  spirits  and  hob- 
goblins ;  that  lights  had  been  seen  in  every 
corner  of  it,  and  a  tall  wojiian  in  white  had 
one  night  appeared  upon  the  top  of  the 
tower;  that  dreadful  shiseks  were  often 
heard  to  come  from  the  south  aisle,  where  a 
murdered  man  had  been  buried  ;  that  she 
herself  had  seen  the  cross  on  the  steeple  all 
a-fire  ;  and  one  evening  as  she  passed  on 
horseback,  close  by  the  stile  at  the  entrance 
into  the  church-yard,  the  horse  stood  still, 
sweating  and  trembling,  and  had  no  power 
to  proceed  until  she  had  repeated  the  Lord'a 
prayer. 

These  reinarks  made  a  strong  impression 
on  the  imagination  of  Crowe,  who  asked,  iiE 
some  confusion,  if  she  had  got  that  same 
prayer  in  print  1  She  made  no  answer,  but 
reaching  the  prayer-book  from  a  shelf,  and 
turning  up  the  leaf,  put  it  into  his  hand  ;  then 
the  captain,  having  adjusted  his  spectacles, 
began  to  read,  or  rather  spell  aloud,  with 
equal  eagerness  and  solemnity.  He  had  re- 
freshed his  memory  so  well  as  to  remember 
the  whole,  when  the  doctor,  returning  with 
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his  companions,  pave  liini  to  uiuicrstand  lliat 
he  had  procured  tlio  key  of  the  cliancol, 
where  he  might  watcli  his  armour  as  well  as 
in  the  body  of  the  churcli,  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  conduct  him  to  the  spot.  Crowe 
was  not  now  quite  so  forward  as  he  had  ap- 
peared before  to  acliieve  tliis  adventure  :  lie 
began  to  gtart  objections  witli  respect  to  the 
borrowed  armour  ;  he  wanted  to  stipulate  the 
comforts  of  a  can  of  Hip,  and  a  candlc'.s  end, 
during  his  vigii  ;  and  hinted  something  of 
the  damage  ho  might  sustain  from  your  ma- 
licious imps  of  darkness. 

The  doctor  told  him,  the  constitutions  of 
chivalry  absolutely  required  that  he  t;hould  be 
left  in  the  dark  alone,  and  fasting,  to  spend 
the  night  in  pious  meditations  ;  but  if  lie  had 
any  fears  which  disturbed  his  conscience,  he 
had  much  better  desist,  and  give  up  all 
thoiig-hts  of  knight-errantry,  which  could  not 
consist  with  the  least  s^iadow  of  apprehen- 
sion. The  captain,  stung  by  this  remark, 
replied  not  a  word  ;  but,  gathering  up  the 
armour  into  a  bundle,  threw  it  on  his  back, 
and  set  out  for  the  place  of  probation,  pre- 
ceded by  Clarke  with  the  lanthorn.  When 
they  arrived  at  the  church,  Fillet,  who  had 
procured  the  key  from  the  sexton,  who  was 
his  patient,  opened  the  door,  and  conducted 
our  novice  into  the  middle  of  the  chancel, 
where  the  armour  was  deposited  ;  then  bid- 
ding Crowe  draw  his  hanger,  committed  him 
to  the  protection  of  Heaven,  assuring  him  ho 
would  come  back,  and  find  him  either  dead 
or  alive  by  daybreak,  and  perform  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  ceremony.  So  saying, 
he  and  the  other  associates  shook  him  by  the 
hand,  and  took  their  leave,  after  the  surgeon 
had  tilted  up  the  lanthorn  to  take  a  view  of 
liis  visage,  whic-h  was  pale  and  haggard. 

"Before  the  door  was  locked  upon  him, 
he  called  aloud, — "  hilloa  !  doctor,  hip — 
another  word,  d'ye  see — "  They  forthwith 
returned  to  know  what  he  wanted,  and  found 
him  already  in  a  sweat.  "  Hark  ye,  brother," 
said  he,  wiping  his  face,  "  I  do  suppose  as 
hov/  one  may  pass  away  the  time  in  whistling 
the  Black  Joke,  or  singing  Black  Ey'd  Susan, 
or  some  such  sorrowful  ditty."  "  By  no 
means,"  cried  the  doctor,  ♦'  such  pastimes 
are  neither  suitable  to  the  place  nor  the  oc- 
casion, which  is  altogellier  a  religious  e.\er- 
cise.  If  you  have  got  any  psalms  by  heart, 
you  may  sing  a  stave  or  two,  or  repeat  the 
Doxology."  "  Would  I  had  Tom  Laverick 
here,"  replied  our  noviciate,  "  he  would  sing' 
you  anthems  like  a  sea-mew — a  had  been  a 
clerk  ashore — many's  the  time  and  often  I've 
g'iven  him  a-rope's  end  for  singing  psalms  in 
the  larboard  watch — would  1  liad  hired  the 

Bon  of  a  b to  have  taught  me  a  cast  of 

his  ofBce — but  it  cannot  be  holp,  brother — if 
Ve  can't  go  large,  we  must  haul  upon  a  wind, 
as  the  saying  is — if  we  can't  sing,  we  must 
,iray."     The  con;o&ny  again  left  him  to  his 


devotion,  and  returned  to  th(f  public  house  io 
Older  to  execute  the  essential  part  of  tlieii 
project. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

In  which  the  knighl  resxtmes  his  importance 

Doctor  Fillet  having  borrowed  a  couplf 
of  sheets  from  the  landlady,  dressed  the  mis- 
anthrope and  Tom  Clarice  in  ghostly  aj)parel, 
which  was  reinforced  by  a  few  drops  of  liouid 
pliosphorus,  from  Ferret's  vial,  rubbed  on  the 
foreheads  of  the  two  adventurers.  Thus 
equipped,  they  returned  to  the  church  with 
their  conductor,  wiio  entered  with  them  softlv 
at  aij  aisle  which  was  opposite  to  a  place 
where  tlie  novice  kept  watch.  They  stole 
unperceived  through  the  body  of  the  church  ; 
and  though  it  was  so  dark  that  they  could 
not  distinguish  the  captain  with  the  eye, 
they  heard  the  sound  of  his  steps,  as  ho 
walked  backwards  and  forwards  on  the  pave- 
mciit  with  uncommon  expedition,  and  an 
ejaculation  now  and  then  escaped  in  a  mur. 
mur  from  his  lips. 

The  triumvirate  having  taken  their  station 
with  a  large  pew  in  their  front,  the  two 
ghosts  uncovered  their  heads,  which,  by  help 
of  the  phosphorus,  exhibited  a  pale  and 
lambent  flame,  extremely  dismal  and  ghastly 
to  the  view  :  then  Ferret,  in  a  squeaking 
tone,  exclaimed, — "  Samuel  Crowe  !  Samuel 
Crowe  !"  The  captain  hearing  himself  ac- 
costed in  this  manner,  at  such  a  time,  and  in 
such  a  place,  replied, — "hilloa!"  and,  turn- 
ing his  eyes  towards  tlie  quarter  whence  the 
voice  seemed  to  proceed,  beheld  the  terrible 
apparition.  This  no  sooner  saluted  his  view, 
than  his  hair  bristled  up,  his  knees  began  to 
knock,  and  his  teeth  to  chatter,  while  ha 
cried  aloud, — "  In  the  name  of  God,  where 
are  you  bound,  ho  ?"  To  this  hail  the  misan- 
thrope answered, — "  We  are  the  spirits  of 
thy  grandmother  Jane  and  thy  aunt  Bridget." 

At  mention  of  these  names  Crowe's  terrors 
began  to  give  way  to  his  resentment,  and  he 
pronounced,  in  a  quick  tone  of  surprise, 
mixed  with  indignation, — "  What  d'ye  want  ] 
what  d'ye  want  1  what  d'ye  want,  ho  1" 
The  spirit  replied, — "  We  are  sent  to  warn 
thee  of  thy  fiito."  "From  wlieiice,  ho?" 
cried  the  captain,  whose  choler  had  by  this 
time  well  nigh  triumphed  over  his  fear. 
"  From  heaven,"  said  the  voice.     "  Ye  lie, 

ye  b s  of  hell !"  did  our  novice  exclaim, 

"  ye  are  damned  for  heaving  me  out  of  my 
right,  five  fathom  and  a  half  by  the  lead,  in 
burning  brimstone.  Don't  I  see  the  blue 
flames  come  out  of  your  hawse  holes — may- 
hap you  may  be  the  devil  liimself  for  aught  I 
knov.- — but  "I  trust  in  the  Lord,  dy'e  see — 1 
never  disrated  a  kinsman,  dy'e  see,  so  don'i 
come  alongside  of  me — put  about  on  t'other 
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tack,  d'ye  see — ^you  need  not  clap  hard 
aweather,  for  you'll  soon  get  to  hell  again 
with  a  flowing  sail." 

So  saying,  he  liad  recourse  to  his  paternos- 
ter ;  but  perceiving  the  apparitions  approach, 
he  thundered  out, — "  Avast,  avast,  sheer  off, 
ye  babes  of  iiell,  or  I'll  be  foul  of  your  fore- 
lights."  He  accordingly  sprung  forwards 
with  his  hanger,  and  very  probably  would 
have  set  the  spirits  on  their  way  to  the  other 
world,  had  he  not  fallen  over  a  pew  in  the 
dark,  and  entangled  himself  so  much  among 
ihe  benches,  that  he  could  not  immediately 
recover  his  footing.  The  triumvirate  took 
this  opportunity  to  retire  ;  and  such  was  the 
precipitation  of  Ferret  in  his  retreat,  that  he 
encountered  a  post,  by  which  his  right  eye 
sustained  considerable  damage  ;  a  circum- 
stance which  induced  him  to  inveigh  bitterly 
against  his  own  folly,  as  well  as  the  imperti- 
nence of  his  companions,  who  had  inveigled 
him  into  such  a  troublesome  adventure. 
Neither  he  nor  Clarke  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  revisit  the  novice.  The  doctor  him- 
self thought  his  disease  was  desperate,  and, 
mounting  his  horse,  returned  to  his  own  ha- 
bitation. 

Ferret,  finding  aH  the  beds  in  the  public 
house  were  occupied,  composed  himself  to 
sleep  in  a  Windsor  chair  at  the  chimney 
corner;  and  Mr  Clarke,  whose  disposition 
was  extremely  amorous,  resolved  to  renew 
his  practices  on  the  heart  of  Dolly.  He  had 
roconnoitered  the  apartments  in  which  the 
bodies  of  the  knight  and  his  squire  were  de- 
posited, and  discovered,  close  by  the  top  of 
the  stair-case,  a  sort  of  closet  or  hovel,  just 
large  enough  to  contain  a  truckle-bed,  which, 
from  some  other  particulars,  he  supposed  to 
be  the  bed-chamber  of  his  beloved  Dolly,  who 
had  by  this  time  retired  to  her  repose.  Full 
of  this  idea,  and  instigated  by  the  demon  of 
desire,  Mr  Thomas  crept  softly  up  stairs, 
and.  lifting  the  latch  of  the  closet  door,  his 
heart  began  to  palpitate  with  joyous  expecta- 
tion ;  but  before  he  could  breathe  the  gentle 
effusions  of  his  love,  the  supposed  damsel 
started  up,  and,  seizing  him  by  the  collar 
with  an  Ilerculcan  gripe,  uttered,  in  the  voice 
of  Crabshaw. — "  It  wan't  for  nothing  that  I 
dreamed  of  Newgate,  sirrah  :  but  I'd  have 
thee  to  know,  an  arron".  squire  is  not  to  be 
robbed  by  such  a  poddnng  thief  as  thee — 
here  I'll  liowld  thee  vast,  and  the  devil  were 
in  thy  doublet help!  murder!  vire!  help!" 

It  was  impossible  for  Mr  Clarke  to  disen- 
gage himself,  and  equally  impracticable  to 
bpeak  in  his  own  vindication  ;  so  that  here 
he  stood  trembling  and  half-thrott!e(i,  until 
the  whole  house  being  alarmed,  tiie  landlady 
and  her  ostler  ran  up  stairs  with  a  candle. 
When  the  light  rendered  objects  visible,  an 
?qual  astonishment  prevailed  on  all  sides  : 
('rabshaw  was  confounded  at  sight  of  Mr 
Clarke    whose  nerson  he  well  knew ;  and, 


releasing  him  instantly  from  his  grasp, — 
"  Bodikins  !"  cried  he,  "  I  believe  as  how  ihia 
hause  is  haunted — who  thought  to  meet  with 
Measter  Laawyer  Clarke  at  midnight,  and 
so  far  from  hoam."  The  landlady  could  not 
comprehend  the  meaning  of  this  encounter* 
nor  could  Tom  conceive  hov/  Crabshaw  had 
transported  himself  thither  from  the  room 
below,  in  which  he  saw  him  quietly  reposed. 
Yet  nothing  was  more  easy  than  to  explain 
this  mystery  :  the  apartment  below  was  the 
chamber  which  the  hostess  and  her  daughter 
reserved  for  their  own  convenience  :  and  this 
particular  having  been  intimated  to  the  squire 
while  he  was  at  supper,  he  had  resigned  the 
bed  quietly,  and  been  conducted  hither  in  the 
absence  of  the  company.  Tom,  recollecting 
himself  as  well  as  he  could,  profe.ssed  him- 
self  of  Crabshaw's  opinion,  that  the  house 
was  haunted,  declaring  that  he  could  not 
well  account  for  his  being  there  in  the  dark  ; 
and,  leaving  those  that  were  assembled  to 
discuss  this  knotty  point,  retired  down  stairs, 
in  hope  of  meeting  with  his  charmer,  whom 
accordingly  he  found  in  the  kitchen  just  risen, 
and  wrapped  in  a  loose  dishabille. 

The  noise  of  Crabshaw's  cries  had  awa- 
kened and  aroused  his  master,  who,  rising 
suddenly  in  the  dark,  snatched  up  his  sword 
that  lay  by  his  bed-side,  and  hastened  to 
the  scene  of  tumult,  where  all  their  mouths 
were  opened  at  once  to  explain  the  cause 
of  the  disturbance,  and  make  an  apology 
for  breaking  his  honour's  rest.  He  said 
nothing,  but,  taking  the  candle  in  his  hand, 
beckoned  liis  squire  to  follow  him  into  his 
apartment,  resolving  to  arm  and  take  horse 
immediately.  Crabshaw  understood  his 
meaning;  and  while  heshufded  on  his  clothes, 
yawning  hideously  all  the  while,  wished  the 
lawyer  at  tlie  devil  for  having  visited  him  so 
unseasonably  ;  and  even  cursed  himself  for 
the  noise  he  had  made,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  foresaw  he  should  now  be  obliged 
to  forfeit  his  night's  rest,  and  travel  in  the 
dark,  exposed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather.  "Pox  rot  thee,  Tom  Clarke,  for 
a  wicked  lawyer  !"  said  he  to  himself, 
"hadst  thou  been  hanged  at  Bartelmey-tide, 
I  should  this  night  have  slept  in  peace,  that 
I  should — an  I  would  there  were  a  blister  on 
this  plaguy  tongue  of  mine  for  making  such 
a  hollaballoo,  that  I  do — five  gallons  of  cold 
water  has  my  poor  belly  been  drenched  with 
since  night  fell,  so  as  my  reins  and  my  liver 
are  all  one  as  if  they  were  turned  into  ice, 
and  my  whole  harslet  shakes  and  shivers 
like  a  vial  of  quicksilver.  I  have  been  drag- 
ged, half  drowned  like  a  rotten  ewe,  from 
the  bottom  of  a  river ;  and  who  knows  but 
I  may  be  next  dragged  quite  dead  from  the 
bottom  of  a  coal-pit — if  so  be  as  I  am,  1 
shall  go  to  hell  to  be  sure,  for  being  con- 
sarned  like  in  my  own  moorder,  that  I  will 
so  I  will ;  for  a  plague  (^i  it,  i  iiad  no  busi 
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oess  witli  the  vaffaries   of  this  crazy-peated 
meastor  of  mine  :  a  pox  on  him,  say  I." 

He  had  just  finished  this  soliloquy  as  he 
entered  liie  a|)artment  of  his  master,  who 
desired  to  know  wliat  was  become  of  his 
armour.  Timothy,  understanding  that  it 
had  been  letl  in  the  room  when  tlie  knight 
undressed,  began  to  scratch  his  head  in 
great  perplexity  ;  and  at  last  declared  it  as 
his  opinion,  tiiat  it  must  have  been  carried 
off  by  witciicraft.  Then  he  related  his  ad- 
venture with  Tom  Clarke,  who  (he  said) 
was  conveyed  to  his  bed-side  he  knew  not 
how  ;  and  concluded  with  affirming  they 
were  no  better  than  papishes  who  did  not 
believe  in  witchcraft.  Sir  Launcelot  could 
not  help  smiling  at  his  simplicity  ;  but,  as- 
suming a  peremptory  air,  he  commanded 
him  to  fetch  the  armour  without  delay, 
that  he  might  afterwards  saddle  the  horses, 
m   order  to  prosecute  their  journey. 

Timotiiy  retired  in  great  tribulation  to  the 
Kitchen,  where,  finding  the  misanthrope, 
whom  the  noise  had  hIso  disturbed,  and 
still  impressed  with  the  notion  of  his  being 
a  conjuror,  he  offered  him  a  shilling  if  he 
would  cast  a  figure,  and  let  him  know  what 
had  become  of  his  master's  armour. 

Ferret,  in  hope  of  producing  more  mis- 
chief, informed  him,  without  hesitation,  that 
one  of  the  company  had  conveyed  it  into 
the  chancel  of  the  church,  where  lie  would 
now  find  it  deposited  ;  at  the  same  time  pre- 
senting him  with  the  key,  which  Mr  Fillet 
bad  left  in  liis  custody. 

The  squire,  who  was  none  of  those  who 
f?et  hobgoblins  at  defiance,  being  afraid  to 
enter  the  church  alone  at  these  hours,  bar- 
erained  with  the  ostler  to  accompany  and 
Fight  him  with  a  lanlhorn.  Thus  attended, 
ne  advanced  to  the  place,  where  the  armour 
lay  in  a  heap,  and  loaded  it  upon  the  back 
of  his  attendant  without  molestation,  the 
lance  being  shouldered  over  the  whole. 
In  this  equipage  they  were  just  going  to 
retire,  when  the  ostler,  hearing  a  noise  at 
some  distance,  wheeled  about  with  such  ve- 
locit}',  that  one  end  of  the  spear  saluting 
Crabshaw's  pate,  the  poor  squire  measured 
hia  length  on  the  ground  ;  and,  crushing 
the  lanthorn  in  his  fall,  the  light  was  ex- 
tinguished. The  ostler,  terrified  at  these 
efl^ects  of  his  own  sudden  motion,  threw 
down  his  burden,  and  would  have  betaken 
himself  to  fiiglit,  had  not  Crabshaw  laid  fast 
hold  on  his  leg,  that  he  himself  might  not 
be  deserted.  The  sound  of  the  pieces  clat- 
tering on  the  pavement  roused  Captain 
Crowe  from  a  trance  of  slimiber,  in  which 
he  had  lain  since  the  apparition  vanished  : 
and  he  hallooed,  or  rather  bellowed,  with 
vast  vociferation.  Timothy  and  his  friend 
were  so  intimidated  by  this  terrific  strain, 
that  they  thought  no  more  of  the  armour, 
but  ran  home  arm  in  arm,  and  appeared  in 


the  kitchen    with  all  the   marks    of  horroi 
and  consternation. 

When  Sir  Launcelot  came  forth  wrapi)ed 
in  his  cloak,  and  demanded  iiis  arms,  Crab- 
shaw declared  that  the  devil  had  them  in 
possession  :  and  this  assertion  was  confirmed 
by  the  ostler,  who  pretended  to  know  the 
devil  by  his  roar.  Ferret  sat  in  his  corner, 
maintaining  the  most  mortifying  silence,  and 
enjoying  the  impatience  of  the  kniglit,  who 
in  vain  requested  an  explatiation  of  tliis  mys- 
tery. At  length  his  eyes  began  to  lighten, 
when,  seizing  Crabshaw  in  one  hand,  and 
the  ostler  in  the  other,  he  swore  by  Heaven 
he  would  dash  their  souls  out,  and  rase  the 
house  to  the  foimdalion,  if  they  did  not  in- 
stantly disclose  the  particulars  of  tiiis  trans- 
action.  The  good  woman  fell  on  her  knees, 
protesting,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  that  she 
was  innocent  as  the  child  unborn,  thof  she 
had  lent  the  captain  a  prayer-book  to  learn 
the  Lord's  prayer,  a  candle  and  lanthorn  to 
light  him  to  the  church,  and  a  couple  of 
clean  sheets  for  the  use  of  the  other  gentle- 
men. The  knight  was  more  and  more 
puzzled  by  this  declaration,  when  Mr  Clarke, 
coming  into  the  kitchen,  presented  himself 
with  a  low  obeisance  to  his  old  patron. 

Sir  Launcelot's  anger  was  iinmediately 
converted  into  surprise.  He  set  at  liberty 
the  squire  and  ostler,  and,  stretching  out  his 
hand  to  the  lawyer, — "  My  good  friend 
Clarke,"  said  he,  "  how  came  you  hither? 
Can  you  solve  this  knotty  jioint  which  has 
involved  us  all  in  such  confusion  ?" 

Torn  forthwith  began  a  very  ciicumstantial 
recapitulation  of  what  had  happened  to  hie 
nncle ;  in  what  manner  he  had  been  disap- 
pointed of  the  estate;  how  ho  had  accident- 
ally seen  his  honour,  been  enamoured  of  his 
character,  and  become  ambitious  of  follow- 
ing his  example.  Then  he  related  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  plan  which  had  been  laid  down 
to  divert  h'nn  from  liis  design :  and  con- 
cluded with  assuring  the  knight,  that  the 
captain  was  a  very  lionest  man,  though  he 
seemed  to  be  a  little  disordered  in  his  intel- 
lects. "  I  believe  it,"  replied  Sir  Launcelot, 
"  madness  and  honesty  are  not  incompatible 
— indeed  I  feel  it  by  experience." 

Tom  proceeded  to  ask  pardon,  in  his  un- 
cle's name,  for  having  made  so  free  with  the 
knight's  armour :  and  begged  his  honour,  for 
the  love  of  (Jod,  would  use  his  authority  with 
Crowe,  that  he  might  quit  all  thoughts  of 
knight-errantry,  for  which  he  was  by  no 
means  qualified  ;  for,  being  totally  ignorant 
of  the  laws  of  the  land,  he  would  be  continu- 
allv  committing  trespasses,  and  bring  iiim- 
self  into  trouble.  He  said,  in  case  he  should 
prove  refractory,  he  might  be  apprehended 
by  virtue  of  a  friendly  warrant,  for  having 
feloniously  carried  ofT  the  knight's  accoutre- 
ments. "Taking  away  another  man's 
movables,"   said   he,  '•  and  personal  goyda 
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against  the  will  of  the  owner,  is  fur  turn  and 
^elony  according  to  the  statute  ;  different  in- 
deed from  robbery,  which  implies  putting  in 
fear  on  the  king's  highway,  in  alta  via  regia 
violenter  et  felonice  caplum.  et  asportatum, 
in  magnum  terrorem,  c|-c. ;  fur  if  the  robber}' 
be  laid  in  the  indictment  as  done  in  quadam 
via  pedestri,  in  a  footpath,  the  offender  will 
not  be  ousted  of  his  clergy.  It  must  be  in 
alta  via  regia ;  and  your  honour  will  please 
to  take  notice,  that  robberies  commiUcd  on 
the  river  Thames  are  adjudged  as  done  in 
alta  via  regia ;  for  the  king's  high-stream  is 
all  the  same  as  tiie  king's  highway." 

Sir  Launceiot  could  not  help  smiling  at 
Tom's  learned  investigation.  He  congratu- 
lated him  on  the  progress  he  had  made  in 
the  study  of  the  law.  He  expressed  his  con- 
cern at  the  strange  turn  the  captain  had  ta- 
ken, and  promised  to  use  his  influence  in 
persuading  him  to  desist  from  the  preposter- 
ous design  he  had  formed. 

The  lawyer,  thus  assured,  repaired  imme- 
diately to  the  church,  accompanied  by  the 
Bquire,  and  held  a  parley  with  his  uncle,  who, 
when  he  understood  that  the  knight  in  per- 
son desired  a  conference,  surrendered  up  the 
arms  quietly,  and  returned  to  the  public 
house. 

Sir  Launceiot  received  the  honest  seaman 
with  his  usual  complacency  ;  and,  perceiving 
great  discomposure  in  his  looks,  said  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  he  had  passed  such  a  disagree- 
able night  to  so  little  purpose.  Crowe,  hav- 
ing recruited  his  spirits  with  a  bumper  of 
brandy,  thanked  him  for  his  concern,  and 
observed,  that  he  had  passed  many  a  hard 
night  in  his  time  ;  but  such  another  as  this 
he  would  not  be  bound  to  weather  for  the 
command  of  "the  vvhole  British  navy.  "I 
have  seen  Davy  Jones  in  the  shape  of  a  blue 
flame,  d'ye  see,  hopping  to  and  fro  on  the 
sprit-sail-yard-arm;  and  I've  seen  your  Jacks- 
o'-the-lanthorn,  and  Wills-o'-the-wisp,  and 
many  such  spirits,  both  by  sea  and  land  ;  but 
to-night  I've  been  boarded  by  all  the  devils 
and  damned  souls  in  hell,  squeaking  and 
squalling,  and  glimmering  and  glaring. 
Bounce  went  the  door — crack  went  the  pew 
— crash  came  the  tackle — white  sheeted 
ghosts  dancing  in  one  corner  by  the  glow- 
worm's light — black  devils  hobbling  in  ano- 
ther— Lord  have  mercy  upon  us  !  and  I  was 
hailed,  Tom,  I  was,  by  my  grandmother 
Jane  and  my  Aunt  Bridget,  d'ye  see — a  cou- 
ple of  damn'd — but  they're  roasting,  that's 
one  comfort,  my  lad." 

When  he  had  thus  disburdened  his  con- 
Hcience,  Sir  Launceiot  introduced  tlie  sub- 
ject of  the  new  occupation  at  which  he  as- 
pired. "I  understand,"  said  ho,  "that  you 
jire  desirous  of  treading  the  paths  of  errantry, 
which,  I  assure  you,  are  tliorny  and  trouble- 
wome.  Nevertheless,  as  your  purpose  is  to 
exercise   yonr   humanity   and  benevolence, 


so  your  ambition  is  conmiendable.  But  to- 
wards the  practice  of  chivalry  there  is  some 
thing  more  required  than  ihe  virtues  of  cou. 
rage  and  generosity.  A  knight-errant  ought 
to  understand  the  sciences,  to  be  master  of 
ethics  or  morality,  to  be  well  versed  in  the- 
ology, a  complete  casuist,  and  minutely  ac- 
quainted with  the  laws  of  his  country.  He 
should  not  only  be  patient  of  cold,  hunger, 
and  fatigue,  righteous,  just,  and  valiant,  but 
also  chaste,  religious,  temperate,  polite,  and 
conversable  ;  and  have  all  his  passions  under 
the  rein,  except  love,  whose  empire  he  should 
submissively  acknowledge,"  He  said,  this 
was  the  very  essence  of  chivalry ;  and  no 
man  had  ever  made  such  a  profession  of 
arms,  without  first  having  placed  his  affec- 
tion upon  some  beauteous  object,  for  whose 
honour,  and  at  whose  command,  he  would 
cheerfully  encounter  the  most  dreadful  perils. 

He  took  notice,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  irregular  than  the  manner  in  which 
Crowe  had  attempted  to  keep  his  vigil ;  foi 
he  had  never  served  his  noviciate — he  had 
not  prepared  himself  with  abstinence  and 
prayer — he  had  not  provided  a  qualified  god- 
father for  the  ceremony  of  dubbing — he  had 
no  armour  of  his  own  to  wake  ;  but,  on  the 
very  threshold  of  chivalry,  which  is  the  per- 
fection  of  justice,  had  unjustly  purloined  the 
arms  of  another  knight.  That  this  was  a 
mere  mockery  of  a  religious  institution,  and 
therefbre  unpleasing  in  the  sight  of  Heaven  ; 
witness  the  demons  and  hobgoblins  that  were 
permitted  to  disturb  and  torment  him  in  hia 
trial. 

Crowe  having  listened  to  these  remarks 
with  earnest  attention,  replied,  after  some 
hesitation, — "  I  am  bound  to  you,  brother, 
for  your  kind  and  christian  counsel — I  doubt 
as  how  I've  steered  by  a  wrong  chart,  d'ye 
see — as  for  the  matter  of  the  sciences,  to  bo 
sure,  I  know  plain  sailing  and  Mercator,  and 
am  an  indifferent  good  seaman,  thof  I  say  it 
that  should  not  say  it :  but  as  to  all  the  rest, 
no  better  than  the  viol-block  or  the  geer-cap- 
stan.  Religion  I  han't  much  overhauled; 
and  we  tars  laugh  at  your  polite  conversa- 
tion, thof,  mayhap,  we  can  chant  a  few  bal- 
lads to  keep  the  hands  awake  in  the  night- 
watch  ;  then  for  cliastity,  brother,  I  doubt 
that's  not  expected  in  a  sailor  just  come 
ashore,  after  a  long  voyage — sure  all  those 
poor  hearts  won't  be  damned  for  steering  in 
the  wake  of  nature.  As  for  a  sweetheart. 
Bet  Mizen  of  St  Catharine's  would  fit  me  to 
a  hair — she  and  I  are  old  messmates  :  and 
what  signifies  talking,  brother?  she  knows 
already  the  trim  of  my  vessel,  d'ye  see."  He 
concluded  with  saying, — "  He  thought  he 
wan't  too  old  to  learn  ;  and  if  Sir  Launceiot 
would  take  him  in  tow,  as  his  tender,  he 
would  stand  by  him  all  weathers,  and  il 
should  not  cost  his  consort  a  farthing's  ex- 
pense." 
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The  knight  said,  he  did  not  tliiuk  himself 
of  consLMineiire  enough  to  have  such  a  pupil, 
but  sliould  always  be  ready  to  give  him  his 
Dest  advice  ;  as  a  specimen  of  which,  he  ex- 
horted him  to  weigh  all  tlie  circumstances, 
and  deliberate  calmly  and  leisurely,  before 
he  actually  engaged  in  such  a  boisterous 
profession,  assuring  him,  that  if,  at  the  end  of 
three  montiis,  his  resolution  should  continue, 
he  would  take  upon  himself  the  otilce  of  his 
instructor.  In  the  mean  time,  he  gratified 
the  hostess  for  his  lodging,  put  on  his  armour, 
took  leave  of  the  company,  and  mounting 
Bronzomarte,  proceeded  southerly,  being  at- 
tended by  J\is  sfjuire  Crabshavv,  grmiibiing, 
on  the  back  of  Gilbert. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Which  is  withiti  a  hair''s  breadth  of  proving 
highly  interesting. 

Leaving  Captain  Crowe  and  his  nephew 
for  the  present,  though  they,  and  even  the 
misanthrope,  will  re-appear  in  due  season, 
we  are  now  obliged  to  attend  the  progress 
of  tlie  knight,  who  proceeded  in  a  southerly 
direction,  insensible  of  the  storm  that  blew, 
as  well  as  of  the  darkness,  which  was  hor- 
rible. For  some  time,  Crabshaw  ejaculated 
curses  in  silence ;  till  at  length  his  anger 
gave  way  to  his  fear,  which  waxed  so  strong 
upon  hiro,  that  he  could  no  longer  resist  the 
desire  of  alleviating  it,  by  entering  into  a 
conversation  with  his  master.  By  way  of 
introduction,  he  gave  Gilbert  the  spur,  direct- 
ing him  towards  the  flank  of  Bronzomarte, 
which  he  encountered  with  such  a  shock, 
that  the  knight  was  almost  dismounted. 
When  Sir  Launcelot,  with  some  warmth, 
asked  the  reason  of  this  attack,  the  squire 
replied  in  these  words, — "  The  devil,  God 
bless  us,  mun  be  playing  his  pranks  with 
Gilbert  too,  as  sure  as  I'm  a  living  soul — 
I'se  wager  a  teaster,  the  foul  fiend  has  left 
tlie  seaman,  and  got  into  Gilbert,  that  he 
has — when  a  has  passed  through  an  ass  and 
a  horse,  I'se  marvel  what  beast  a  will  get 
into  ne.xt."  "  Probably  into  a  mule,"  said 
the  knight ;  •'  in  that  case,  you  will  be  in 
some  danger — but  I  can,  at  any  time,  dis- 
possess you  with  a  horsewhip."  "Aye, 
aye,"  answered  Timotliy,  "  your  honour  has 
a  mortal  good  hand  at  giving  a  flap  with  a 
fox's  tail,  as  the  saying  is — 'tis  a  wonderment 
you  did  not  try  your  hand  on  that  there  wise- 
acre that  stole  your  honour's  harness,  and 
wants  to  be  an  arrant,  with  a  murrain  to  'un. 
Lord  help  his  fool's  head  !  it  becomes  him  as 
a  sow  doth  a  cart-saddle."  "  There  is  no 
guilt  in  infirmity,"  Raid  the  knight ;  "  I  punish 
the  vicious  only."  'T  would  your  honour 
would  punish  Gill«,'rt  then,"  cried  the  squire, 
'  for  'tis  the  most  vicious  tuoad  that  ever  I 
aid  a  leg  over — bu'  as  to  that  same  seafaring 
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man,  what  may  his  distemper  be  1"  "  Mad- 
ness," answered  Sir  Launcelot.  *•  Bodi- 
kins,"  exclaimed  the  squire,  "  I  doubt  as 
how  other  volks  are  leame  of  the  same  leg — 
but  a'n't  vor  such  small  gentry  as  he  to  be 
mad  ;  they  mun  leave  that  to  ti'.eir  betters." 
"  Vou  seem  to  hint  at  me,  Crabshaw :  do 
you  really  think  I  am  mad  .'"  "  I  nmy  say 
as  Jiow  1  have  looked  your  honour  in  the 
mouth  ;  and  a  sorry  dog  should  I  be,  if  I  did 
not  know  your  luimours  as  well  as  I  know 
e'er  a  bcust  iii  the  stcable  at  Greavcsbury- 
hall."  "  Since  you  are  so  well  acquainted 
with  my  madness,"  said  the  knight,  «'  what 
oj)inion  have  you  of  yourself,  who  serve  and 
follow  a  lunatic  !"  "  I  hope  I  han't  served 
your  honour  for  nothing,  but  I  shall  inherit 
some  of  your  cast  vagaries — when  your  ho- 
nour is  pleased  to  be  mad,  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  be  found  right  in  my  senses.  Timo- 
tliy Crabshavj"  will  never  eat  the  bread  of 
unthankfulnefrti — it  shall  never  be  said  of 
him,  that  he  was  wiser  than  his  measter :  aa 
tor  the  matter  of  following  a  madman,  we 
may  see  your  honour's  face  is  made  of  a 
fiddle  ;  every  one  that  looks  on  you,  loves 
you."  This  compliment  the  knight  returned, 
by  saying, — "  If  my  face  is  a  fiddle,  Crab- 
shaw, your  tongue  is  a  fiddlestick  that  plays 
upon  it — yet  your  music  is  very  disagree- 
able— you  don't  keep  time."  "  Nor  you 
neitiier,  measter,"  cried  Timothy,  "  or  we 
shouldn't  be  here  wandering  about  under 
cloud  of  night,  like  sheep-stealers,  or  evil 
spirits  with  troubled  consciences." 

Here  the  discourse  was  interrupted  by  a 
sudden  disaster;  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  squire  uttered  an  inarticulate  roar,  that 
startled  the  knight  himself,  who  was  very 
little  subject  to  the  sensation  of  fear ;  but 
his  surprise  was  changed  into  vexation,  when 
he  perceived  Gilbert  without  a  rider  passing 
by,  and  kicking  his  heels  with  great  agility. 
lie  forthwith  turned  his  steed,  and  riding 
back  a  few  paces,  found  Crabshaw  rising 
from  the  ground.  When  he  asked  what  was 
become  of  his  horse,  he  answered,  in  a  whim- 
pering tone, — "  Horse  !  would  I  could  once 
see  him  fiiirly  carrion  for  the  hounds — for 
my  part,  I  believe  as  how  'tis  no  horse,  but 
a  devil  incarnate ;  and  yet  I've  been  worse 
mounted,  that  I  have — I'd  like  to  have  rid  a 
horse  that  was  foaled  of  an  acorn." 

This  accident  happened  in  a  hollow  way, 
overshadowed  with  trees,  one  of  v/hich  the 
storm  had  blown  down,  so  that  it  lay  over 
the  road,  and  one  of  its  boughs  projecting 
horizontally,  encountered  the  squire  as  he 
trotted  along  in  the  dark.  Chancing  to  hitch 
under  his  long  chin,  he  could  not  disengage 
himself,  but  hung  suspended  like  a  flitch  of 
bacon  ;  while  Gilbert,  pushing  forward,  left 
him  dangling,  and,  by  his  awkward  gambols 
seemed  to  be  pleased  with  the  joke.  This 
capricious  animal  was  not  retaken  withou 
the  personal  endeavours  of  the  knight ;  for 
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Crabshaw  absolutely  refusing  to  budge  afoot 
from  his  honour's  side,  he  was  obliged  to 
alight,  and  fasten  Bronzomarte  to  a  tree ; 
then  they  set  out  together,  and,  with  some 
difficulty,  found  Gilbert  with  his  neck  stretch- 
rd  over  a  five-barred  gate,  snuffing  up  the 
morning  air.  The  squire,  however,  was  not 
remounted  without  first  having  undergone  a 
severe  reprehension  from  his  master,  who 
npbraided  him  with  his  cowardice,  threat- 
ened to  chastise  him  on  the  spot,  and  de- 
clared that  he  would  divorce  his  dastardly 
soul  from  his  body,  should  he  ever  be  incom- 
moded or  affronted  with  another  instance 
of  his  base-born  apprehension. 

Though  there  was  some  risk  in  carrying 
on  the  altercation  at  this  juncture,  Timothy, 
having  bound  up  his  jaws,  could  not  with- 
stand the  inclination  he  had  to  confute  his 
master.  He  therefore,  in  a  muttering  accent, 
protested,  that,  if  the  knight  would  give 
him  leave,  he  should  prove  that  his  honour 
had  tied  a  knot  with  his  tongue,  which  he 
could  not  untie  with  all  his  teeth. — "  How, 
caitiff,"  cried  Sir  Launcelot,  "  presume  to 
contend  with  me  in  argument !"  "  Your 
mouth  is  scarce  shut,"  said  the  other,  "  since 
you  declared  that  a  man  was  not  to  be  pun- 
ished for  madness,  because  it  was  a  distem- 
per ;  now  I  will  maintain  that  cowardice  is 
a.  distemper,  as  well  as  madness  ;  for  nobody 
would  be  afraid,  if  he  could  help  it."  •'  There 
is  more  logic  in  that  remark,"  resumed  the 
knight,  "  than  I  expected  from  your  clod- 
pate,  Crabshaw ;  but  I  must  explain  the 
difference  between  cowardice  and  madness. 
Cowardice,  though  sometimes  the  effect  of 
natural  imbecility,  is  generally  a  prejudice 
of  education,  or  bad  habit  contracted  from 
misinformation,  or  misapprehension;  and 
may  certainly  be  cured  by  experience,  and 
the  exercise  of  reason  ;  but  this  remedy  can- 
not be  applied  in  madness,  which  is  a  priva- 
tion or  disorder  of  reason  itself"  "  So  is 
cowardice,  as  I'm  a  living  soul,"  exclaimed 
the  squire;  "don't  you  say  a  man  is  fright- 
ened out  of  his  senses  1  for  my  peart,  meas- 
ter,  I  can  neither  see  nor  hear,  much  less 
argufy,  when  I'm  in  such  a  quandary  ;  where- 
fore, I  do  believe,  odds  bodikins  !  that  cow- 
ardice and  madness  are  both  distempers,  and 
differ  no  more  than  the  hot  and  cold  fits 
of  an  ague.  When  it  teakes  your  honour, 
you're  all  heat,  and  fire,  and  fury.  Lord 
bless  us  I  but  when  it  catches  poor  Tim,  he's 
cold  and  dead-hearted,  he  sheakes  and  shivers 
like  an  aspen  leaf,  that  he  does."  "  In  that 
«:ase,"  answered  the  knight,  "  I  shall  not 
punish  }"3U  for  the  distemper  which  you  can- 
not help,  but  for  engaging  in  a  service  ex- 
oosed  to  perils,  when  you  knew  your  own 
nfirmity :  in  the  same  manner  as  a  man  de- 
serves punishment,  who  enlists  himself  for  a 
Joldier,  while  he  labours  under  any  secret 
disease."  "  At  that  rate,"  said  the  squire, 
*  my  bread  is  like  to  be  rarely  buttered  o' 


both  sides,  i'faith.  But,  I  hope,  as  by  tho 
blessing  of  God  I  have  run  mad,  so  I  shall 
in  good  time  grow  valiant,  under  your  ho- 
nour's precept  and  example." 

By  this  time  a  very  disagreeable  night 
was  succeeded  by  a  fair,  bright  morning,  and 
a  market  town  appeared  at  the  distance  of 
three  or  four  miles,  when  Crabshaw,  having 
no  longer  the  fear  of  hobgoblins  before  his 
eyes,  and  being  moreover  cheered  by  the 
sight  of  a  place  where  he  hoped  to  meet 
with  comfortable  entertainment,  began  to 
talk  big,  to  expatiate  on  the  folly  of  being 
afraid,  and  finally  set  all  danger  at  defiance; 
when  all  of  a  sudden  he  was  presented  with 
an  opportunity  of  putting  in  practice  those 
new  adopted  maxims.  In  an  opening  be- 
tween two  lanes,  they  perceived  a  gentle- 
man's coach  stopped  by  two  highwaymen  on 
horseback,  one  of  whom  advanced  to  recon- 
noitre and  keep  the  coast  clear,  while  tho 
other  exacted  contribution  from  the  travel 
lers  in  the  coach.  He  who.  acted  as  centinel, 
no  sooner  saw  our  adventurer  appearing 
from  the  lane,  than  he  rode  up  with  a  pistol 
in  his  hand,  and  ordered  him  to  halt  on  pain 
of  immediate  death. 

To  this  peremptory  mandate  the  knight 
made  no  other  reply  than  charging  him  with 
such  impetuosity,  that  he  was  unhorsed  in  a 
twinkling,  and  lay  sprawling  on  the  ground, 
seemingly  sore  bruised  with  his  fail.  Sir 
Launcelot  commanding  Timothy  to  alight 
and  secure  the  prisoner,  couched  his  lance, 
and  rode  full  speed  at  the  other  highway- 
man, who  was  not  a  little  disturbed  at  sight 
of  such  an  apparition.  Nevertheless,  he 
fired  his  pistol  without  effect  ;  and,  clapping 
spurs  to  his  horse,  fled  away  at  full  gallop. 
The  knight  pursued  him  with  all  the  speed 
that  Bronzomarte  could  exert :  but  the  rob^ 
her  being  mounted  on  a  swifl  hunter,  kepi 
him  at  a  distance  ;  and  afler  a  chase  of 
several  miles,  escaped  through  a  wood  so 
entangled  with  coppice,  that  Sir  Launcelot 
thought  proper  to  desist.  He  then,  for  the 
first  time,  recollected  the  situation  in  which 
he  had  left  the  other  thief,  and  remembering 
to  have  heard  a  female  shriek  as  he  passed 
by  the  coach  window,  resolved  to  return 
with  all  expedition,  that  he  might  make  a 
proffer  of  his  service  to  the  lady,  according 
to  the  obligation  of  knight-errantry.  But  he 
had  lost  his  way  ;  and  after  an  hour's  ride, 
during  which  he  traversed  many  a  field,  and 
circled  divers  hedges,  he  found  himself  in 
the  market  town  afore  mentioned.  Here  the 
first  object  that  presented  itself  to  his  eyes, 
was  Crabshaw  on  foot  surrounded  by  a  mob, 
tearing  his  hair,  stamping  with  his  feet,  and 
roaring  out  in  manifest  distraction, — "  Show 
me  the  mayor,  for  the  love  of  God,  show  me 
the  mayor  ! — O  Gilbert,  Gilbert  !  a  murrain 
take  thee,  Gilbert  !  sure  thou  wast  foaled  for 
my  destruction  !" 

From  these  exclamations,  and  the  antic 
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#re,ss  of  the  squire,  the  peo|)le,  not  without 
rertson,  coachidi;d  tluit  the  poor  soul  had  lost 
his  wits  :  and  tlic  bcadli!  was  just  f^oing  to 
secure  him,  when  the  knight  interposed,  and 
at  once  attracted  the  whole  attention  of  the 
populace.  Timothy  seeing  his  master,  fell 
down  on  his  knees,  crying, — "The  thief  has 
run  away  with  Gilbert — you  may  pound  me 
into  a  peast,  as  the  saying  is  :  but  now  I'sc 
as  mad  as  your  worslii[),  an't  afoard  of  the 
devil  and  all  his  works."  Sir  Launcclot  de- 
siring the  beadle  would  forbear,  was  instantly 
obeyed  by  that  officer,  who  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  put  the  authority  of  his  place  in  com- 
petition with  the  power  of  such  a  figure, 
armed  at  all  points,  mounted  on  a  fiery 
steed,  and  ready  for  tiie  combat.  He  ordered 
Crabshaw  to  attend  him  to  the  next  inn, 
where  he  alighted  ;  and  taking  him  into  a 
separate  apartment,  demanded  an  explana- 
tion of  the  unconnected  words  he  had  ut- 
tered. 

The  squire  was  in  such  agitation,  that, 
with  infinite  difficulty,  an<l  by  dint  of  a  thou- 
sand different  questions,  his  master  learned 
the  adventure  to  this  effect : — Crabshaw, 
according  to  Sir  Launcelot's  command,  had 
alighted  from  his  horse,  and  drawn  his  cut- 
lass, in  hope  of  intimidating  the  discomfited 
robber  into  a  tame  surrender,  though  he  did 
not  at  all  relish  the  nature  of  the  service  ;  but 
the  thief  was  neither  so  much  hurt,  nor  so 
tame,  as  Timothy  had  imagined.  He  started 
on  his  feet  with  his  pistol  still  in  his  hand  ; 
and,  presenting  it  to  the  squire,  swore,  with 
dreadful  imprecations,  that  he  would  blow 
his  brains  out  in  an  instant.  Crabshaw,  un- 
willing to  hazard  the  trial  of  this  experiment, 
turned  his  back,  and  fled  with  great  precipi- 
tation ;  while  the  robber,  whose  horse  had 
run  away,  mounted  Gilbert,  and  rode  off 
across  the  country.  It  was  at  this  period, 
that  two  footmen  belonging  to  the  coach, 
who  had  staid  behind  to  take  their  morning's 
whet  at  the  inn  where  they  lodged,  came  up 
to  the  assistance  of  the  ladies,  armed  with 
blunderbusses ;  and  the  carriage  proceeded, 
leaving  Timothy  alone  in  distraction  and  de- 
spair. He  knew  not  which  way  to  turn,  and 
was  afraid  of  remaining  on  the  spot,  lest  the 
robbers  should  come  back,  and  revenge 
themselves  upon  him  for  the  disappointment 
they  had  undergone.  In  this  distress,  the 
first  thought  that  occurred,  was  to  make  the 
best  of  his  way  to  the  town,  and  demand  the 
assistance  of  the  civil  magistrate  towards 
the  retrieval  of  what  he  had  lost  ;  a  design 
which  he  executed  in  such  a  manner,  as 
justly  entailed  upon  him  the  imputation  of 
lunacy. 

While  Timothy  stood  fronting  the  win- 
dow, and  answering  the  interrogations  of  his 
master,  he  suddenly  exclaimed, — "  Bodikins  ! 
there's  Gilbert!"  and  sprung  into  the  street 
with  incredible  agility.  There  finding  his 
straycfj  companion  brought  back  by  one  of 


the  footmen  who  attended  the  coach,  he  iiu- 
printed  a  kiss  on  his  forehead;  and  hanging 
about  his  neck,  with  the  tears  in  his  eyes, 
hailed  his  return  with  the  following  saluta- 
tion : — "Art  thou  come  back,  my  darling: 
ah  Gilbert,  Gilbert  !  a  |)ize  upon  thee  !  thou 
hadst  like  to  have  been  a  dear  Gilbert  to  me  I 
how  could.st  thou  break  the  heart  of  thy  old 
friend,  who  has  known  thee  from  a  colt  ? 
seven  years  next  gross  have  I  fed  thee  and 
bred  tliee  ;  jirovided  thee  with  sweet  hay, 
delicate  corn,  and  fresh  litter,  that  thou 
mought  lie  warm,  dry,  and  comfortable. 
Ila'n't  I  currycombed  thy  carcass  till  it  was 
as  sleek  as  a  sloe,  and  cherished  thee  as  the 
apple  of  mine  eye  ?  for  all  that  thou  hast 
played  me  a  hundred  dog's  tricks  ;  biting 
and  kicking  and  plunging,  as  if  the  devil  was 
in  thy  body  ;  and  now  thou  could'st  run  away 
with  a  thief,  and  leave  mc  to  be  flayed  alive 
by  measter  :  what  canst  thou  say  for  thyself, 
thou  cruel,  hard-hearted  unchristian  tuoad  ]" 
To  this  tender  expostulation,  which  afforded 
much  entertainment  to  the  boys,  Gilbert  an- 
swered not  one  word  ;  but  seemed  altogether 
insensible  to  the  caresses  of  Timothy,  who 
forthwith  led  him  into  the  stable.  On  the 
whole,  he  seems  to  have  been  an  unsocial 
animal  ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever 
contracted  any  degree  of  intimacy,  even  with 
Bronzomarte,  during  the  whole  course  of 
their  acqua  ntance  and  fellowship.  On  the 
contrary,  he  has  been  more  than  once  known 
to  signify  his  aversion,  by  throwing  out  be- 
hind, and  other  eruptive  marks  of  contempt 
for  that  elegant  charger,  who  excelled  him  as 
much  in  personal  merit,  as  his  rider  Timo- 
thy was  outshone  by  his  all-accomplished 
master. 

While  the  squire  accommodated  Gilbert  in 
the  stable,  the  knight  sent  for  the  footman 
who  had  brought  him  back  ;  and,  having  pre- 
sented him  with  a  liberal  acknowledgement, 
desired  to  know  in  what  manner  the  horse 
had  been  retrieved. 

The  stranger  satisfied  him  in  this  particu- 
lar, by  giving  him  to  understand,  that  the 
highwayman,  perceiving  himself  pursued 
across  the  country,  plied  Gilbert  so  severely 
with  whip  and  spur,  that  the  animal  resented 
the  usage,  and  being  besides,  perhaps,  a  little 
struck  with  remorse  for  having  left  his  old 
friend  Crabshaw,  suddenly  halted,  and  stood 
stock  still,  notwithstanding  all  the  stripes 
and  tortures  he  underwent :  or  if  he  moved 
at  all,  it  was  in  a  retrograde  direction.  The 
thief,  seeing  all  his  endeavours  ineffectual, 
and  himself  in  danger  of  being  overtaken, 
wisely  quitted  his  acquisition,  and  fled  into 
the  bosom  of  a  neighbouring  wood. 

Then  the  knight  inquired  about  the  situa- 
tion of  the  lady  in  the  coach,  and  offered 
himself  as  her  guard  and  conductor  ;  bu; 
was  told  that  she  was  already  safely  lodged 
in  the  house  of  a  gentleman  at  some  distance 
from  the  road.    He  likewise  learned  that  she 
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was  a  person  disordered  in  her  senses,  under 
.he  care  and  tuition  of  a  widow  Jady  her  re- 
lation, and  that  in  a  day  or  two  they  should 
pursue  their  journey  northward  to  tne  place 
of  her  habitation. 

After  the  footman  had  been  some  time  dis- 
missed, the  knight  recollected  that  he  had 
forgot  to  ask  the  name  of  the  person  to 
whom  he  belonged  ;  and  began  to  be  uneasy 
at  this  omission,  which  indeed  was  more  in- 
teresting than  he  could  imagine  :  for  an  ex- 
planation of  tills  nature  would  in  all  likeli- 
hood, have  led  to  a  discovery,  that  the  lady 
in  the  coach  was  no  other  than  Miss  Aurelia 
Darnel,  who  seeing  him  unexpectedly  in 
such  an  equipage  and  attitude,  as  he  passed 
the  coach  (for  his  helmet  was  off),  had 
screamed  with  surprise  and  terror,  and  faint- 
ed away.  Nevertheless,  when  she  recovered 
from  her  swoon,  she  concealed  the  real 
cause  of  her  agitation,  and  none  of  her  at- 
tendants were  acquainted  with  the  person 
of  Sir  Launcelot. 

The  circumstances  of  the  disorder  under 
which  she  was  said  to  labour,  shall  be  re- 
vealed in  due  course.  In  the  mean  time,  our 
adventurer,  though  unaccountably  affected, 
never  dreamed  of  such  an  occurrence  ;  but 
being  very  much  fatigued,  resolved  to  in- 
demnify himself  for  the  loss  of  last  night's 
repose :  and  this  happened  to  be  one  of  the 
few  things  in  which  Crabshaw  felt  an  am- 
bition to  follow  his  master's  example. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Which  may  serve,  to  show  that  true  patriot- 
ism is  of  no  parly. 

The  knight  had  not  enjoyed  his  repose  above 
two  hours,  when  he  was  disturbed  by  such  a 
variety  of  noises,  as  might  have  discomposed 
a  brain  of  the  firmest  texture.  The  rumbling 
of  carriages,  and  the  rattling  of  horses  feet 
on  the  pavement,  was  intermingled  with  loud 
shouts,  and  the  noise  of  fiddle,  French-horn, 
and  bagpipe.  A  loud  peal  was  heard  ringing 
in  the  church-tower,  at  some  distance,  while 
the  inn  resounded  with  clamour,  confusion, 
and  uproar. 

Sir  Launcelot  being  thus  alarmed,  started 
from  his  bed,  and  running  to  the  window, 
beheld  a  cavalcade  of  persons  well  mounted, 
and  distinguished  by  blue  cockades.  They 
were  generally  attired  like  jockeys,  with  gold- 
laced  hats  and  buckskin  breeches,  and  one  of 
them  bore  a  standard  of  blue  silk,  inscribed 
in  white  letters, — "  Liberty  and  the  landed 
interest."  He  who  rode  at  their  head  was 
a  jolly  figure,  of  a  florid  complexion  and  round 
uelly,  seemingly  turned  of  fifty,  and,  in  all 
appearance,  of  a  choleric  dispositi«  n.  As 
l.iiey  approached  the  market-place,  they 
kvaved  their  hats,  huzza'd,  and  cried  aloud, 
— "  No  foreign  connections  ! — Old  England 


for  ever  !"  This  acclamation,  however,  wa.^ 
not  so  loud  or  universal,  but  that  our  adven- 
turer could  distinctly  hear  a  counter-crv  fron; 
the  populace,  of — "  No  slavery, — No  popish 
pretender;"  an  insinuation  so  ill  relished  by 
the  cavaliers,  that  they  began  to  ply  their 
horsewhips  among  the  multitude,  and  were, 
in  their  turn,  saluted  with  a  discharge  or 
volley  of  stones,  dirt,  and  dead  cats  ;  in  con- 
sequence  of  which  some  teeth  were  derao 
lished,  and  many  surtouts  defiled. 

Our  adventurer's  attention  was  soon  called 
off  from  this  scene,  to  contemplate  another 
procession  of  people  on  foot,  adorned  with 
bunches  of  orange  ribands,  attended  by  a 
regular  band  of  music,  playing — "  God  save 
great  George  our  king,"  and  headed  by  a  thin 
swarthy  personage,  of  a  sallow  aspect,  and 
large  goggling  eyes,  arched  over  with  two 
thick  semicircles  of  hair,  or  rather  bristles, 
jet  black,  and  frowzy.  His  apparel  was  very 
gorgeous,  though  his  address  was  very  awk- 
ward ;  he  was  accompanied  by  the  mayor,  re- 
corder, and  heads  of  the  corporation,  in  their 
formalities.  His  ensigns  were  known  by  the 
inscription, — "  Liberty  of  conscience,  and 
the  protestant  succession  ;"  and  the  people 
saluted  him  as  he  passed  with  repeated  cheers, 
that  seemed  to  prognosticate  success.  He 
had  particularly  ingratiated  himself  with  the 
good  women,  who  lined  the  street,  and  sent 
forth  many  ejaculatory  petitions  in  his  favour. 

Sir  Launcelot  immediately  comprehended 
the  meaning  of  this  solemnity:  he  perceived 
it  was  the  prelude  to  the  election  of  a  mem- 
ber to  represent  the  county  in  parliament, 
and  he  was  seized  with  an  eager  desire  to 
know  the  names  and  characters  of  the  com- 
petitors. 

In  order  to  gratify  this  desire,  he  made 
repeated  applications  to  the  bell-rope  that 
depended  from  the  ceiling  of  his  apartment ; 
but  this  produced  nothing,  except  the  repe- 
tition of  the  words, — "  Coming,  sir,"  which 
echoed  from  three  or  four  different  corners 
of  the  house.  The  waiters  were  so  distracted 
by  a  variety  of  calls,  that  they  stood  motion- 
less in  the  state  of  the  schoolman's  ass  be- 
tween two  bundles  of  hay,  incapable  of 
determining  where  they  snould  first  iffer 
their  attendance. 

Our  knight's  patience  was  almost  ex- 
hausted, when  Crabshaw  entered  the  room, 
in  a  very  strange  equipage  :  one  half  of  his 
face  appeared  close  shaved,  and  the  other 
covered  with  lather,  while  the  blood  trickled 
in  two  rivulets  from  his  nose,  upon  a  barber's 
cloth  that  was  tucked  under  his  chin ;  he 
looked  grim  with  indignation,  and  under  his 
loft  arm  carried  his  cutlass,  unsheathed. 
Where  he  had  acquired  so  much  of  the  pro- 
fession of  knight-errantry  we  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine ;  but  certain  it  is,  he  fell 
on  his  knees  before  Sir  Launcelot,  cryinof 
with  an  accent  of  grief  and  distraction, — "In 
the  name  of  St  George  for  England.  I  be?  z 
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boon,  sir  kniijlit,  and  thy  compliance  I  de- 
mand, ocfore  tlie  peacock  and  tlie  ladies." 

Sir  Launcelot,  astonished  at  this  address, 
replied,  in  a  lofty  strain, — "  Valiant  squire, 
thy  boon  is  j^ranted,  provided  it  doth  not 
contravene  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  con- 
etitulions  of  chivalry."  "  Then  1  crave 
leave,"  answered  Crabshaw,  "  to  challenge 
and  defy  to  mortal  combat  that  caitif  barber 
v.iio  hath  letl  me  in  this  piteous  condition; 
and  I  vow  by  the  peacoclc,  that  I  will  not 
shave  my  beard,  until  I  have  shaved  his  head 
from  his  shoulders  :  so  may  I  thrive  in  the 
occupation  of  an  arrant  squire." 

Before  his  master  had  time  to  inquire  into 
particulars,  they  were  joined  by  a  decent 
man  in  boots,  who  was  likewise  a  traveller, 
and  had  seen  the  rise  and  progress  of  Timo- 
thy's disaster.  lie  gave  the  knight  to  under- 
stand, that  Crabshaw  had  sent  for  a  barber, 
and  already  undergone  one  half  of  the  ope- 
ration, when  the  operator  received  the  long- 
e.x'pected  message  from  both  the  gentlemen 
who  stood  candidates  at  the  election.  The 
double  summons  was  no  sooner  intimated  to 
him,  than  he  threw  down  his  bason,  and  re- 
tired with  precipitation,  leaving  the  squire  in 
the  suds.  Timothy,  incensed  at  this  deser- 
tion, followed  him  with  equal  celerity  into 
the  street,  where  he  collared  the  shaver,  and 
insisted  upon  being  entirely  trimmed,  on  pain 
of  the  bastinado.  The  other,  finding  himself 
thus  arrested,  and  having  no  time  to  spare 
for  altercation,  lifted  up  his  fist,  and  dis- 
charged it  upon  the  snout  of  Crabshaw,  with 
such  force  that  the  unfortunate  aggressor 
was  fain  to  bite  the  ground,  while  the  victor 
hastened  away,  in  hope  of  touching  the 
double  wages  of  corruption. 

The  knight  being  informed  of  these  circum- 
stances, told  Timothy  with  a  smile,  that  he 
should  have  liberty  to  defy  the  barber  ;  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  he  ordered  him  to  saddle 
Bronzomarte,  and  prepare  for  immediate 
service.  While  the  squire  was  thus  em- 
ployed, his  master  engaged  in  conversation 
with  the  stranger,  who  happened  to  be  a 
London  dealer  travelling  for  orders,  and  was 
«vell  acquainted  with  the  particulars  which 
our  adventurer  wanted  to  know. 

It  was  from  this  communicative  tradesman 
he  learned,  that  the  competitors  were  Sir 
Valentine  Quickset  and  Mr  Isaac  Vander- 
pelft ;  the  first  a  mere  fo.\-hunter,  who  de- 
pended for  success  in  this  election  upon  his 
interest  among  the  high-flying  gentry  ;  the 
n'.'icr  a  stock-jobber  and  contractor,  of  foreign 
extract,  not  without  a  mixture  of  Hebrew 
blood,  immensely  rich,  who  was  counte- 
nanced by  his  grace  of ,  and  supposed 

to  have  distributed  large  sums  in  securing  a 
majority  of  votes  among  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country,  possessed  of  small  freeholds,  and 
copyholders,  a  great  number  of  which  last 
resided  in  this  borough.  He  said  tliese  were 
generally  dis6<»nters  and  weavers  ;  and  that 


the  mayor,  who  was  himself  a  iiianulUctiirer 
had  re(;eived  a  very  considerable  order  lor 
exportation,  in  consequence  of  which  it  was 
believed  he  would  sujiport  Mr  Vaiiderpeltt 
with  all  his  influence  and  credit. 

Sir  Launcelot,  roused  at  this  intelligence 
called  for  his  armour,  which  being  buckled 
on  in  a  hurry,  he  mounted  his  steed,  attended 
by  Crabshaw  on  (iilbert,  and  rode  immediately 
into  the  midst  of  the  multitude  by  which  the 
hustings  were  surrounded,  just  as  Sir  Valen- 
tine Quickset  began  to  harangue  the  people 
from  an  occasional  theatre,  formed  of  a  plank 
supported  by  the  upper  board  of  the  public 
stocks,  and  an  inferior  rib  of  a  wooden  cage 
pitched  also  for  the  accommodation  of  petty 
delinquents. 

Though  the  singular  appearance  of  Sir 
Launcelot  at  first  attracted  the  eyes  of  all 
the  spectators,  yet  they  did  not  fail  to  yield 
attention  to  the  speech  of  his  brother  knight. 
Sir  Valentine,  wliich  ran  in  the  following 
strain  : — "Gentlemen  vreeholders  of  this  here 
county,  I  shan't  pnetend  to  meake  a  vine 
vlourishing  speech — I'm  a  plain  spoken  man. 
as  you  all  know.  I  hope  I  shall  always  speak 
my  maind  without  vear  or  vavour,  as  the 
zaying  is.  'Tis  the  way  of  the  Quicksets — 
we  are  no  upstarts,  no  vorreigners,  nor  have 
we  any  Jewish  blood  in  our  veins  ;  we  have 
lived  in  this  here  neighbourhood  time  out 
of  mind,  as  you  all  know  ;  and  possess  an 
estate  of  vive  thousand  clear,  which  we  spend 
at  whoam,  among  you,  in  old  English  hos- 
pitality.— All  my  vorevathcrs  have  been  par- 
liament-men, and  I  can  prove  that  ne'er  a 
one  o'um  gave  a  zingle  vote  for  the  court 
since  the  revolution.  Vor  my  own  peart,  I 
value  not  the  ministry  three  skips  of  a  louse, 
as  the  zaying  is — I  ne'er  knew  but  one 
;ninister  that  was  an  honest  man  ;  and  vor 
all  the  rest,  I  care  not  if  they  were  hanged 
as  high  as  Haman,  with  a  pox  tu'on — I  am, 
thank  God,  a  vree-born,  true-hearted  Eng- 
lishman, and  a  loyal,  tliof  unworthy  son  of 
the    church — vor    all    they   have   done   vor 

II r,  I'd  vain  know  what  they  have  done 

vor  the  church,  with  a  vengeance — vor  my 
own  peart,  I  hate  all  vorreigners,  and  vor- 
reign  measures,  whereby  this  poor  nation  is 
broken-backgd  with  a  dismal  load  of  debt; 
and  taxes  rise  so  high  that  the  poor  cannot 
get  bread.  Gentlemen  vreeholders  of  this 
county,  I  value  no  minister  a  vig's  end,  d'ye 
see  ;  if  you  will  vavour  nie  with  your  votes 
and  interest,  whereby  I  may  bo  returned, 
I'll  engage  one  half  of  my  estate  that  1  never 
cry  yea  to  vour  shillings  in  the  pound,  but 
will  cross  the  ministry  in  every  thing,  as  in 
duty  bound,  and  as  becomes  an  honest  vrec- 
holiler  in  the  oiild  interest — but,  if  you  sei. 
your  votes  and  your  country  for  hire,  you  wil. 
be  detested  in  this  here  world,  and  damned 
in  the  next  to  all  eternity  ;  so  I  leave  every 
man  to  his  own  conscience." 

This  eloquent  oration  was  received  by  hi 
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swn  friends  with  loud  peals  of  applause  : 
which,  however,  did  not  discourage  his  com- 
lUetitor,  who,  confident  of  his  own  strength, 
ascended  the  rostrum,  or,  in  other  words,  an 
old  cask,  set  upright  for  the  purpose.  Having 
bowed  all  round  to  the  audience,  with  a  smile 
of  gentle  condescension,  he  told  them  how 
ambitious  he  was  of  the  honour  to  represent 
this  county  in  parliament ;  and  how  happy 
he  found  himself  in  tiie  encouragement  of 
his  friends,  who  had  so  unanimously  agreed 
to  support  his  pretensions.  He  said,  over 
and  above  the  qualification  he  possessed 
among  them,  he  had  fourscore  thousand 
pounds  in  his  pocket,  which  he  had  acquired 
by  commerce,  the  support  of  the  nation,  un- 
der the  present  happy  establishment,  in  de- 
fence of  which  he  was  ready  io  spend  the 
last  farthing.  He  owned  himself  a  faithful 
subject  to  his  majesty  king  George,  sincSrely 
attached  to  the  protestant  succession,  in  o^e- 
testation  and  defiance  of  a  popish,  an  ab- 
lured,  and  outlawed  pretender;  and  declared 
that  he  would  exhaust  his  substance  and  his 
blood,  if  necessary,  in  maintaining  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  glorious  revolution.  "  This," 
cried  he,  *'  is  the  solid  basis  and  foundation 
upon  which  I  stand." 

These  last  words  had  scarce  proceeded 
from  his  mouth,  when  the  head  of  the  barrel 
or  puncheon  on  which  he  stood,  being  frail 
and  infirm,  gave  way  :  so  that  down  he  went 
with  a  crash,  and  in  a  twinkling  disappeared 
from  the  eyes  of  the  astonished  beholders. 
The  fox-hunters,  perceiving  his  disaster,  ex- 
claimed, in  the  phrase  and  accent  of  the 
chase, — "  Stole  away  !  stole  away  !"  and, 
with  hideous  vociferation,  joined  in  the  syl- 
van chorus  which  the  hunters  halloo  when 
^he  hounds  are  at  fault. 

The  disaster  of  Mr  Vanderpelft  was  soon 
repaired  by  the  assiduity  of  his  friends,  who 
disengaged  him  from  the  barrel  in  a  trice — 
hoisted  him  on  the  shoulders  of  four  strong 
weavers,  and,  resenting  the  unmannerly  ex- 
ultation of  their  antagonists,  began  to  form 
themselves  in  order  of  battle. 

An  obstinate  fray  would  have  undoubtedly 
ensued,  had  not  their  mutual  indignation 
given  way  to  their  curiosity,  at  the  motion  of 
our  knight,  who  had  advanced  into  the  middle 
between  the  two  fronts,  and  waving  his  hand 
as  a  signal  for  them  to  give  attention,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  them,  with  graceful  de- 
meanour, in  these  words, — "  Countrymen, 
friends,  and  fellow-citizens,  you  are  this  day 
assembled  to  determine  a  point  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  yourselves  and  your  poste- 
iity  :  a  point  that  ought  to  be  determined  by 
tar  other  weapons  than  brutal  force  and  fac- 
tious clamour.  You,  the  freemen  of  Eng- 
land, are  the  basis  of  that  excellent  consti- 
tution which  hath  long  flourished  the  '  bject 
i)f  envy  and  admiration.  To  you  belongs 
.he  inestimable  privilege  of  choosing  a  dele- 
Jfate  properly  qualified  to  represent  you  in 


the  high  court  of  parliament.  This  is  youi 
birthright,  inherited  from  your  ancestors, 
obtained  by  their  courage,  and  sealed  with 
their  blood.  It  is  not  only  your  birthright 
which  you  should  maintain,  in  defiance  of  al! 
danger,  but  also  a  sacred  trust,  to  be  executed 
with  the  most  scrupulous  care  and  fidelity. 
The  person  whom  you  trust  ought  not  only 
to  be  endued  with  the  most  inflexible  integ- 
rity, but  should  likewise  possess  a  fund  of 
knowledge  that  may  enable  him  to  act  as  a 
part  of  the  legislature.  Ho  must  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  history,  the  constitution, 
and  the  laws  of  his  country  ;  he  must  under- 
stand the  forms  of  business,  the  extent  of 
the  royal  prerogative,  the  privilege  of  par- 
liament,  the  detail  of  government,  the  nature 
and  regulation  of  the  finances,  the  different 
branches  of  commerce,  the  politics  that  pre- 
vail, and  the  connections  that  subsist  among 
the  different  powers  of  Europe  ;  for  on  all 
iheS-G^  subjects  the  deliberations  of  a  house 
of  commSfl^occasionally  turn :  but  these 
great  purposes -.^viH  never  be  answered  by 
electing  an  illiterat^-fiavage,  scarce  qualified, 
in  point  of  understandinu'?.  to  act  as  a  country 
justice  of  peace  ;  a  man  whcJ  h^^  scarce  ever 
travelled  beyond  the  excursions  ^^  ^  fi^''- 
chase,  whose  conversation  neveiv.  rambles 
farther  than  his  stable,  his  kennel,  S""  "'^ 
barn-yard ;  who  rejects  decorum  as  degene- 
racy ;  mistakes  rusticity  for  independejl^^e  • 
ascertains  his  courage  by  leaping  over  gaf^' 
and  ditches,  and  founds  his  triumph  on  feat? 
of  drinking :  who  holds  his  estate  by  a  fac- 
tious tenure :  professes  himself  the  blind 
slave  of  a  party,  without  knowing  the  prin- 
ciples that  gave  it  birth,  or  the  motives  by 
which  it  is  actuated ;  and  thinks  that  al' 
patriotism  consists  in  railing  indiscriminately 
at  ministers,  and  obstinately  opposing  every 
measure  of  the  administration.  Such  a  man, 
with  no  evil  intentions  of  his  own,  might  be 
used  as  a  dangerous  tool  in  the  hands  of  a 
desperate  faction,  bj'  scattering  the  seeds  ot 
disaffection,  einb?rrissing  the  wheels  of  gov- 
ernment, and  rodrcing  the  whole  kingdont' 
to  anarchy." 

Here  the  knioht  was  interrupted  by  the 
shouts  and  acclamption?  of  the  Vanderpelf- 
ites,  who  cried  aloud, — "  Hecr  him  !  heai 
him !  long  life  to  the  iron-cased  orator." 
This  clamour  subsiding,  he  prosecuted  hip 
harangue  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Such  a  man  as  I  have  Jescrib'^d  may  be 
dangerous  from  ignorance  ;  but  is  neither  so 
mischievous  nor  so  detestable  as  the  wretch 
who  knowingly  betrays  his  trust,  and  sues  to 
be  the  hireling  and  prostitute  of  a  weak  and 
worthless  minister:  a  sordid  knave,  without 
honour  or  principle ;  who  belongs  to  no 
family,  whose  example  can  reproach  hira 
with  degeneracy,  who  has  no  country  to 
command  his  respect,  no  friends  to  engago 
his  aff^ection,  no  religion  to  regulate  his  mo- 
rals, no  conscience  to  restrain  his  Jn-quity, 
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and  wlio  worsliips  no  god  but  Mammon  ;  an 
insinuating  uiiscrcant,  who  undertakes  for 
the  dirtiest  work  of  the  vilest  administra- 
tion :  who  practises  national  usury,  receiving 
oy  wholesale  the  rewards  of  venality,  and 
distributing  the  wages  of  corruption  by  re- 
tail." 

In  this  place  our  adventurer's  speech  was 
drowned  in  the  acclamations  of  the  fox-hunt- 
ers, who  now  triumphed  in  their  turn,  and 
hoicksed  tlie  speaker,  exclaiming, — "  Well 
opened  Jowler — tu'un,  to'un  again.  Sweet- 
lips  !  hey,  Merry,  Whitefoot !"  After  a 
short  interruption,  he  thus  resumed  his  dis- 
course : 

'»  When  such  a  caitiff  presents  himself  to 
you,  like  the  devil,  with  a  temptation  in  his 
hand,  avoid  him  as  if  he  were  in  fact  the 
devil — it  is  not  the  offering  of  disinterested 
love;  for  what  should  induce  him,  who  has 
no  affections,  to  love  you,  to  whose  persons 
he  is  an  utter  stranger  !  Alas  !  it  is  not  a 
benevolence,  but  a  bribe.  He  wants  to  buy 
you  at  one  market,  that  he  may  sell  you  at 
another.  Without  doubt  his  intention  is  to 
make  an  advantage  of  his  purchase  ;  and  this 
aim  he  cannot  accomplish,  but  by  sacrificing, 
in  some  sort,  your  interest,  your  independ- 
ency, to  the  wicked  designs  of  a  minister,  as 
he  can  expect  no  gratification  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty.  But,  even  if  he  should 
not  find  an  opportunity  of  selling  you  to  ad- 
vantage, the  crime,  the  shame,  the  infamy, 
will  still  be  the  same  in  you,  who,  baser  than 
the  most  abandoned  prostitutes,  have  sold 
yourselves  and  your  posterity  for  hire — for  a 
]>altry  price,  to  be  refunded  with  interest  by 
some  minister,  who  will  indemnify  himself 
out  of  your  own  pockets ;  for,  afler  all,  you 
are  bought  and  sold  with  your  own  money — 
the  miserable  pittance  you  may  now  receive, 
is  no  more  than  a  pitcher  full  of  water  thrown 
to  moisten  the  sucker  of  that  pump  which 
will  drain  you  to  the  bottom.  Let  me  there- 
fore advise  and  exhort  you,  my  cotmtrymen, 
to  avoid  the  opposite  extremes  of  the  igno- 
rant clown  and  the  designing  courtier,  and 
choose  a  man  of  honesty,  intelligence,  and 
moderation,  who  will" — 

The  doctrine  of  moderation  was  a  very 
unpopular  subject  in  such  an  assembly  ;  and 
accordingly  they  rejected  it  as  one  man.  They 
began  to  think  the  stranger  wanted  to  set 
up  for  himself;  a  supposition  that  could  not 
fail  to  incense  both  sides  equally,  as  they 
were  both  zealously  engaged  in  their  respec- 
tive causes.  The  whigs  and  the  tories 
'oined  against  this  intruder,  who,  being  nei- 
ther, was  treated  like  a  monsteror  chimera  in 
politics.  They  hissed,  they  hooted  and  they 
hallooed  ;  they  annoyed  him  with  missiles  of 
dirt,  sticks,  and  stones  :  they  cursed,  they 
threatened  and  reviled,  till  at  length  his  pa- 
ficnce  was  exhausted. 

"  Ungrateful  and  abandoned  miscreants  !" 
he  cried,  "  1  spoke  to  you  as  men  and  chris- 


tians, as  free-born  Britons  and  feLow-citi- 
zens  ;  but  I  perceive  you  are  a  pack  of  venal, 
infamous  scoundrels,  and  I  will  treat  you 
accordingly."  So  saying,  he  brandished  his 
lance,  and  riding  into  tlie  thickest  of  the 
concourse,  laid  about  him  with  such  dex- 
terity and  efiect,  that  the  multitude  was  im- 
mediately dispersed,  and  he  retired  without 
further  molestation. 

The  same  good  fortune  did  not  attend 
Squire  Crabshaw  in  his  retreat.  Tlie  ludi- 
crous singularity  of  his  features,  and  the 
half  mown  cro4>  of  hair  that  bristled  from 
one  side  of  his  countenance,  invited  some 
wags  to  make  merry  at  his  expense ;  one  of 
them  clapped  a  furze-bush  under  the  tail  of 
Gilbert,  who,  feeling  liimself  thus  slinmlated 
ajyosteriori,  kicked,  and  plunged  and  cajiored 
in  such  a  manner,  that  Timothy  could  hardly 
keep  the  saddle.  In  tliis  commotion  he  lost 
his  cap  and  his  periwig,  while  the  rabble 
pelted  him  in  such  a  manner,  that  before  he 
could  join  hi.s  master,  he  looked  like  a  pillar 
or  ratlier  a  piilory  of  mud. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Which  showeth  that  he  who  plays  at  lowla 
will  sometimes  meet  with  rubbers. 

Sir  Launcelot,  boiling  with  indignation 
at  the  venality  and  faction  of  the  electors, 
whom  he  had  harangued  to  so  little  purpose, 
retired  with  the  most  deliberate  disdain  to- 
wards one  of  the  gates  of  tlie  town,  on  the 
outside  of  which  his  curiosity  was  attracted 
by  a  concourse  of  people,  in  the  midst  ot 
whom  stood  Mr  Ferret,  mounted  upon  a 
stool  with  a  kind  of  satchel  hanging  round 
his  neck,  and  a  phial  displayed  in  his  right 
hand,  while  he  held  forth  to  the  audience  in 
a  very  vehement  strain  of  elocution. 

Crabshaw  thought  himself  happily  de- 
livered when  he  reached  the  suburbs,  and 
proceeded  without  hailing ;  but  his  master 
mingled  with  the  crowd,  and  heard  the  ora- 
tor express  himself  to  this  effect. 

*'  Very  likely  you  may  undervalue  me  and 
my  medicine,  because  I  don't  appear  upon  a 
stage  of  rotten  boards,  in  a  shabby  velvet 
coat  and  tie-periwig,  with  a  foolish  fellow  in 
a  motley  coat,  to  make  you  laugh  by  making 
wry  faces  :  but  I  scorn  to  use  these  dirty  arts 
for  engaging  your  attention.  These  jiaitry 
tricks  ad  caplandum  vnlixus  can  have  no 
effect  but  on  ideots ;  and  if  you  are  ideots, 
I  do'nt  desire  you  should  be  my  customers 
Take  notice,  I  don't  address  you  in  the  style 
of  a  mountebank,  or  a  high  German  doctor 
and  yet  the  kingdom  is  full  of  mountebanks 
empirics,  and  quacks.  We  have  quacks  in 
religion,  quacks  in  physic,  quacks  in  law 
quacks  in  politics,  quacks  in  patriotisn. 
quacks  in  government :  High-German  quacks 
that  have  blistered,  sweated,  bled,  and  purged 
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ihe  nation  into  an  atrophy.  But  this  is  not 
all ;  they  have  not  only  evacuated  her  into  a 
consumption,  but  tliey  have  intoxicated  her 
brain,  until  she  is  become  delirious ;  she  can 
no  longer  pursue  her  own  interest,  or  indeed 
rio-htly  distinguish  it.  Like  the  people  of 
Nineveh,  she  can  hardly  tell  her  right  hand 
from  her  left;  but,  as  a  changeling,  is  daz- 
zled and  delighted  by  an  ignis  fatuus,  a  Will- 
o'-the-wisp,  an  exhalation  from  the  vilest 
materials  m  nature,  that  leads  her  astray 
through  Westphahan  bogs  and  deserts,  and 
will  one  day  break  her  neck  over  sotne  bar- 
ren rocks,   or    leave  her  sticking  in  some 

H n  pit  or  quagmire.     For  my  part,  if 

you  have  a  mind  to  betray  your  country,  I 
have  no  objection.  In  selling  yourselves  and 
your  fellow-citizens,  you  on!y  dispose  of  a 
pack  of  rascals  who  deserve  to  be  sold — if 
you  sell  one  another,  why  should  I  not  sell 
this  here  elixir  of  long  life,  which,  if  properlv 
used,  will  protract  your  days  till  you  shall 
have  seen  your  country  ruined  ?  I  shall  not 
pretend  to  disturb  your  understandings,  which 
are  none  of  the  strongest,  with  a  hotchpotch 
of  unintelligible  terms,  such  as  Aristotle's 
four  principles  of  generation,  unformed 
matter,  privation,  efficient  and  final  causes. 
Aristotle  was  a  pedantic  blockhead,  and  still 
more  knave  than  fool.  The  same  censure 
tve  may  safely  put  on  that  wiseacre  Dios- 
corides,  with  his  faculties  of  simples,  his 
seminal,  specific,  and  principal  virtues]  and 
that  crazy  commentator  Galen,  with  his  four 
elements,  elementary  qualities,  his  eight 
complexions,  his  harmonies  and  discords. 
Nor  shall  I  expatiate  on  the  alkahest  of  that 
mad  scoundrel  Paracelsus,  with  which  he 
pretended  to  reduce  flints  into  salt ;  nor  the 
arcJicBus  or  spiritus  rector  of  that  visionary 
Van  Helmont,  his  simple,  elementary  water, 
his  gas,  ferments,  and  transmutations  ;  nor 
shall  I  enlarge  upon  the  salt,  sulphur,  and 
oil,  the  acidnm  vagum,  the  mercury  of  me- 
tals, and  the  volatilized  vitriol  of  other 
modern  chemists,  a  pack  of  ignorant,  con- 
ceited, knavish  rascals,  that  puzzle  your  weak 
heads  with  such  jargon,  just  as  a'  German- 
ized m r  throws   dust  in  your  eyes,  by 

lugging  in  and  ringing  the  changes'on  the 
balance  of  power,  the  protestant  religion, 
and  your  allies  on  the  continent ;  acting  like 
the  juggler,  who  picks  your  pockets,  while 
he  dazzles  your  eyes  and  amuses  your  fancy 
with  twirling  his  fingers,  and  reciting  the 
gibberish  of  hocus  pocus ;  for,  in  fact,  the 
balance  of  power  is  a  mere  chimera.  As  for 
the  protestant  religion,  nobody  gives  himself 
nny  trouble  about  it ;  and  allies  on  the  con- 
tinent we  have  none,  or  at  least  none  that 
would  raise  an  hundred  men  to  save  us  from 
jjerdition,  unless  we  paid  an  extravagant 
price  for  their  assistance.  But,  to  return  to 
!  his  here  elixir  of  long  life,  I  might  embellish 
t  with  a  great  many  high  sounding  epithets  ; 
>ut  I  disdain  to  follow  the  example  of  every 


illiterave  vagabond,  that  from  idleness  turns 
quack,  and  advertises  his  nostrum  in  the 
public  papers.  I  am  neither  a  felonious  dry- 
salter  returned  from  exile,  an  hospital  stump- 
turner,  a  decayed  staymaker,  a  bankrupt 
printer,  or  insolvent  debtor,  released  by  act 
of  parliament.  I  did  not  pretend  to  admin- 
ister medicines  without  the  least  tincture  of 
letters,  or  suborn  wretches  to  perjure  them- 
selves in  false  affidavits  of  cures  that  were 
never  performed  ;  nor  employ  a  set  of  led- 
captains  to  harangue  in  my  praise  at  all 
public  places.  I  was  bred  regularly  to  the 
profession  of  chemistrj',  and  have  tried  all 
the  processes  of  alchemy  ;  and  1  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  this  here  elixir  is,  in  fact, 
the  chriiseon  pepuromenon  ek  puros,  the 
visible,  glorious,  spiritual  body,  from  whence 
all  other  beings  denve  their  existence,  as 
proceeding  from  their  father  the  sun,  and 
their  mother  the  moon;  from  the  sun,  as 
from  a  living  and  spiritual  gold,  which  is 
mere  fire,  consequently  the  common  and  uni- 
versal first  created  mover,  from  whence  all 
moveable  things  have  their  distinct  and  par- 
ticular motions  ;  and  also  from  the  moon,  as 
from  the  wife  of  the  sun,  and  the  common 
mother  of  all  sublunary  things.  And  for  as 
much  as  man  is  and  must  be  the  compre- 
hensive end  of  all  creatures,  and  the  micro- 
cosm, he  13  counselled  m  the  Revelation  to 
buy  gold  that  is  thoroughly  fired,  or  rather 
pure  fire,  that  he  may  become  rich  and  like 
the  sun  ;  as,  on  the  contrarj',  he  becomes 
poor  when  he  abuses  the  arsenical  poison , 
so  that  his  silver,  by  the  fire,  must  be  cal- 
cined to  a  caput  mortuum,  which  happens 
when  he  will  hold  and  retain  the  menstruum, 
out  of  which  he  partly  exists,  for  his  own 
property,  and  doth  not  daily  offer  up  the 
same  in  the  fire  of  the  sun,  that  the  woman 
may  be  clothed  with  the  sun,  and  become  a 
sun,  and  thereby  rule  over  the  moon  ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  he  may  get  the  moon  under 
his  feet.  Now  this  here  elixir,  sold  for  no 
more  than  sixpence  a  phial,  contains  the 
essence  of  the  alkahest ;  the  archsus,  the 
catholicon,  the  menstruum,  the  sun,  the  moon, 
and,  to  sum  up  all  in  one  word,  is  the  true, 
genuine,  unadulterated,  unchangeable,  im- 
maculate, and  specific  chruseon  pepurome- 
non ek  puTosJ" 

The  audience  were  variously  affected  by 
this  learned  oration.  Some  of  those  who  fa- 
voured the  pretensions  of  the  whig  candi- 
date, were  of  opinion,  that  he  ought  to  be 
punished  for  his  presumption,  in  reflecting 
so  scurrilously  on  ministers  and  measures. 
Of  this  sentiment  was  our  c.dventurer,  though 
he  could  not  help  admiring  the  courage  of 
the  orator,  and  owning  within  himself  that 
he  had  mixed  some  m^a  Jcholy  truths  with 
his  scurrility. 

I\Ir  Ferret  would  not  1  ave  stood  so  lonjf 
in  his  rostrum  unmolested,  had  not  he  cun- 
ningly  chosen  his  station  immediatelv  with- 
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out  the  jurisdiction  of  the  town,  whose 
magistrates  therefore  could  not  take  cogni- 
zance of  his  conduct ;  btit  application  was 
made  to  the  constahle  of  the  other  parisli, 
while  our  nostruni-inongor  proceeded  in  his 
speech,  the  conclusion  of  which  produced 
Buch  an  ctrccl  upon  his  hearers,  that  his 
whole  canro  was  immediately  exhausted.  He 
had  just  s!e|iped  down  frnin  his  stool,  when 
the  constable  with  his  staff  arrived,  and  took 
him  under  his  guidance.  Mr  Ferret  on  this 
occasion  attempted  to  interest  the  people 
in  his  behalf,  hy  e.vhorting  them  to  vindicate 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  against  such  an  act 
of  oppression  ;  but  finding  them  deaf  to  the 
tropes  and  ligiires  of  his  elocution,  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  our  knight,  reminding 
liim  of  his  duty  to  protect  the  helpless  and 
the  injured,  and  earnestly  soliciting  his  in- 
terposition. 

Sir  Launcelot,  without  making  the  least 
reply  to  his  entreaties,  resolved  to  sec  the 
end  of  this  adventure  ;  and,  being  joined  by 
his  squire,  followed  the  prisoner  at  a  distance, 
measuring  back  the  ground  he  had  travelled 
the  day  before,  until  he  reached  another 
small  borough,  where  Ferret  was  housed  in 
the  common  prison. 

While  he  sat  a-horseback,  deliberating  on 
the  next  step  he  should  take,  he  was  accost- 
ed by  the  voice  of  Tom  Clarke,  who  called, 
in  a  whimpering  tone,  through  a  window 
errated  with  iron, — "For  the  love  of  God, 
Sir  Launcelot,  do,  dear  sir,  be  so  good  as  to 
take  the  trouble  to  alight,  and  come  up 
stairs — I  have  something  to  communicate, 
of  consequence  to  the  community  in  general, 
and  you  in  particular — Pray  do,  dear  sir 
knight.  I  beg  a  boon  in  the  name  of  St  Mi- 
chael and  St  George  for  England." 

Our  adventurer,  not  a  little  surprised  at  this 
address,  dismounted  without  hesitation,  and, 
being  admitted  to  the  common  jail,  there 
found  not  only  his  old  friend  Tom,  but  also 
the  uncle,  sitting  on  a  bench,  with  a  woollen 
night-cap  on  his  head,  and  a  pair  of  specta- 
cles on  hts  nose,  reading  very  earnestly  in  a 
book,  which  he  afterwards  understood  was 
entitled, — "  The  Life  and  Adventures  of  Va- 
lentine and  Orson."  The  captain  no  sponer 
saw  his  great  pattern  enter,  than  he  rose, 
and  received  him  with  the  salutation  of — 
"  What  cheer,  brother?"  and,  before  the 
knight  could  answer,  added  these  words. — 
"  You  see  how  the  land  lies — here  have  Tom 
and  I  been  fast  ashore  these  four-and-twenty 
hours  ;  and  this  berth  we  have  got  by  at- 
tempting to  tow  your  galley,  brother,  from 
the  enemy's  harbour. — Adds  bobs  !  if  we  had 
this  here  fellow  whoreson  for  a  consort,  with 
all  our  tackle  in  order,  brother,  we'd  soon 
Fho\''  'em  the  topsail,  slip  our  cable,  and 
down  with  their  barricadoes.  But,  howsom- 
ever,  it  don't  signify  talking — patience  is  a 
good  stream-anchor,  and  will  hold,  as  the 
•aymg  is — but,  damn  my — as  for  the  matter 
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of  my  boltspnt.  Hearkye,  hearkye,  brother 
— damn'd  hard  to  engage  with  three  at  a 
time,  one  upon  my  bow,  one  upon  my  quar 
tcr,  and  one  right  ahead,  rubbing  and  «lrub 
biiig,  lying  athwart  hawse,  raking  fore  anL 
aft,  battering  and  grappling,  and  lashing  and 
clashing — adds  heart,  brother — crash  went 
the  boltsprit — down  came  the  round-top — up 
with  the  dead-liglits — I  saw  nothing  but  the 
stars  at  noon — lost  the  helm  of  my  seven 
senses,  and  down  I  broached  upon  my  broad< 
side." 

As  Mr  Clarke  rightly  conceived  that  hia 
uncle  would  need  an  interpreter,  he  began 
to  explain  these  hints,  by  giving  a  circum- 
stantial detail  of  his  own  and  the  captain'a 
disaster. 

He  told  Sir  Launcelot,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  persuasion  and  remonstrances. 
Captain  Crowe  insisted  upon  appearing  in 
the  character  of  a  knight-errant ;  and,  with 
that  view,  had  set  out  from  tlu;  public  house 
on  the  morning  that  succeeded  his  vigil  in 
the  church  :  that  upon  the  highway  they  had 
met  with  a  coach  containing  two  ladies,  one 
of  whom  seemed  to  be  under  great  agitation ; 
for,  as  they  passed,  she  struggled  with  the 
other,  thrust  out  her  head  at  the  window, 
and  said  something  which  he  could  not  dis. 
tinctly  hear:  that  Captain  Crowe  was  struck 
with  admiration  of  her  imequalled  beauty, 
and  he  (Tom)  no  sooner  informed  him  who 
she  was,  than  he  resolved  to  set  her  at  liber- 
tv,  on  the  supposition  that  she  was  under 
restraint,  and  in  tfistress  :  that  he  according- 
ly unsheathed  his  cutl;i?s,  and  riding  after 
the  coach,  conunanded  the  driver  to  bring  to 
on  pain  of  death  :  that  one  of  the  servants, 
believing  the  captain  to  be  a  highwayman, 
presented  a  blunderbuss,  and  in  all  probability 
would  have  shot  him  on  the  spot,  had  not  he 
(the  nephew)  rode  up,  and  assured  them  the 
gentleman  was  non  compos:  that  notwith- 
standing his  intimation,  all  the  three  attacked 
him  with  the  butt-ends  of  their  horse-whips, 
while  the  coach  drove  on,  and,  although  he 
laid  about  him  with  gi-eat  fury,  at  last  brought 
him  to  tiie  ground,  by  a  stroke  on  the  tem- 
ple :  that  Mr  Clarke  himself  then  interposed 
in  defence  of  his  kinsman,  and  was  also 
severely  beaten  ;  that  two  of  the  servants, 
upon  application  to  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
residing  near  the  field  of  battle,  had  granted 
a  warrant  against  the  captain  and  his  ne- 
phew, and,  without  e.xamination,  committed 
them  as  idle  vagrants,  after  having  seized 
their  horses  and  their  money,  on  pretence 
of  their  being  suspected  for  highwaymen. 
"But  as  there  was  no  just  cause  of  suspi- 
ciou,"  added  he,  "  I  am  of  opinion  the  juiu 
tice  is  guilty  of  a  trespass,  and  may  be  sued 
for  falsiim  imprisonamentum,  and  consider- 
able damages  obtained  ;  fur  you  will  please 
to  observe,  sir,  no  justice  has  a  right  to  com- 
mit any  person  till  after  due  examination  ; 
besides,  we  were  not  committed  for  an  as- 
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sault  and  battery,  audita  querela,  nor  as 
'vandering  lunatics  by  the  statute,  who,  to  be 
Fure,  may  be  apprehended  by  a  justice's  war- 
rant, and  locked  up  and  chained,  if  necessary, 
or  to  be  sent  to  their  last  legal  settlement ; 
but  we  were  committed  as  VEigrants  and  sus- 
pected highwaymen.  Now,  we  do  not  fall 
under  the  description  of  vagrants ;  nor  did 
any  circumstance  appear  to  support  the  sus- 
picion of  robbery  ;  for,  to  constitute  robbery, 
there  must  be  something  taken  ;  but  here 
nothing  was  taken  but  blows,  and  they  were 
upon  compulsion.  Even  an  attempt  to  rob, 
without  any  taking,  is  not  felony,  but  a  mis- 
demeanour. To  be  sure,  there  is  a  taking 
in  deed,  and  a  taking  in  law  ;  but  still  the 
robber  nvjo-t  be  in  possession  of  a  thing 
stolen  ;  and  we  attempted  to  steal  ourselves 
away. — My  uncle,  indeed,  would  have  re- 
leased the  young  lady  vi  et  armis.  had  his 
strength  been  equal  to  his  inclination  ;  and 
in  so  doing  I  would  have  willingly  lent  my 
assistance,  both  from  a  desire  to  serve  such 
a  beautiful  young  creature,  and  also  in  re- 
gard to  your  honour,  for  I  thought  I  heard 
her  call  upon  your  name." 

"  Ha  !  how  !  what !  whose  name  1  say, 
speak — Heaven  and  earth  !"  cried  the  knight, 
with  marks  of  the  most  violent  emotion. 
Clarke,  terrified  at  his  looks,  replied, — "  I 
oegyour  pardon  a  thousand  times;  I  did  not 
say  positively  she  did  speak  those  words,  but 
I  apprehended  she  did  speak  them.  Words, 
which  may  De  taken  or  interpreted  by  law  in 
a  general  or  common  sense,  ought  not  to  re- 
ceive a  stramed  or  unusual  construction  ; 
and  ambiguous  words — "  "  Speak  or  be 
dumb  forever!"  exclaimed  Sir Launcelot,  in 
a  terrific  tone,  laying  his  hand  on  his  sword, 
"  what  young  lady,  ha  !  what  name  did  she 
call  upon ;"  Clarke,  falling  on  his  knees, 
answered  not  without  stammering, — "  Miss 
Aurelia  Darnel  ;  to  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion, she  called  upon  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves." 
"Sacred  powers!"  cried  our  adventurer, 
"  which  way  did  the  carriage  proceed  1" 

When  Tom  told  him  that  the  coach  quitted 
the  post-road,  and  struck  away  to  the  right 
at  full  speed.  Sir  Launcelot  was  seized  with 
a  pensive  fit :  his  head  sunk  upon  his  breast, 
and  he  mused  in  silence  for  several  minutes, 
with  the  most  melancholy  expression  on  his 
countenance  ;  then  recollecting  himself,  he 
assumed  a  more  composed  and  cheerful  air, 
and  asked  several  questions  with  respect  to 
the  arms  on  the  coach,  and  the  liveries  worn 
by  the  servants.  It  was  in  the  course  of 
this  interrogation  that  he  discovered  he  had 
Rctualiy  conversed  with  one  of  the  footmen, 
who  had  brought  back  Crabshaw's  horse  ;  a 
circumstance  that  filled  him  with  anxiety  and 
chagrin,  as  he  had  omitted  to  inquire  the 
name  of  his  master,  and  the  place  to  which 
the  coach  was  travelling;  though,  in  all  pro- 
bability, had  he  made  these  inquiries,  he 
•'oiild  have  recei\ed  very  little  satisfaction, 


there  being  reason  to  think  the  servants  were 
enjoined  secrecy. 

The  knight,  in  order  to  meditate  on  tbia 
unexpected  adventure,  sat  down  by  his  old 
friend,  and  entered  into  a  reverie,  which 
lasted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  might 
have  continued  longer,  had  it  not  been  in- 
terrupted by  the  voice  of  Crabshaw,  who 
bawled  aloud, — "  Look  to  it  my  masters — aa 
you  brew  you  must  drink — this  siiall  be  a 
dear  day's  work  to  some  of  you  ;  for  my  part 
I  say  nothing — the  braying  ass  eats  little 
grass — one  barber  shaves  not  so  close,  but 
another  finds  a  few  stubble — you  wanted  to 
catch  a  capon,  and  you've  stole  a  cat — he 
that  takes  up  his  lodgings  in  a  stable,  must 
be  contented  to  lie  upon  litter." 

The  knight,  desirous  of  knowing  the  cause 
that  prompted  Timothy  to  apothegmatize  in 
this  manner,  looked  through  the  grate,  and 
perceived  the  squire  fairly  set  in  the  stocks, 
surrounded  by  a  mob  of  people.  When  he 
called  to  him,  and  asked  the  reason  of  this 
disgraceful  restraint,  Crabshaw  replied, — 
"  There's  no  cake,  but  there's  another  of  the 
same  make — who  never  climbed,  never  fell 
— after  clouds  comes  clear  weather.  'Tis 
all  long  of  your  honour  I've  met  with  this 
preferment;  no  deservings  of  my  own,  but 
the  interest  of  my  master.  Sir  knight,  if 
you  will  flay  the  justice,  hang  the  constable, 
release  your  squire,  and  burn  the  town,  your 
name  will  be  famous  in  story  ;  but,  if  you 
are  content,  I  am  thankful.  Two  hours  ar"* 
soon  spent  in  such  good  company ;  in  the 
mean  time,  look  to  'un  jailor,  there's  a  frog 
in  the  stocks." 

Sir  Launcelot,  incensed  at  this  affront 
offered  to  his  servant,  advanced  to  the  prison 
door,  but  found  it  fast  locked  ;  and  when  he 
called  to  the  turnkey,  he  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  he  himself  was  a  prisoner.  Enraged 
at  this  intimation,  he  demanded  at  whose 
suit,  and  was  answered  through  the  wicket, 
— "  at  the  suit  of  the  king,  in  whose  name  I 
will  hold  you  fast,  with  God's  assistance." 

The  knight's  looks  now  began  to  lighten  ; 
he  rolled  his  eyes  around,  and,  snatching  up 
an  oaken  bench,  which  three  ordinary  men 
could  scarce  have  lifled  from  the  ground,  he, 
in  all 'likelihood,  wa)uld  have  shattered  the 
door  in  pieces,  had  not  he  been  restrained  by 
the  interposition  of  Mr  Clarke,  who  intrealed 
him  to  have  a  little  patiej,:e,  assuring  him 
he  would  suggest  a  plan  ti  at  would  avenge 
himself  amply  on  the  justice,  without  any 
breach  of  the  peace.  "  I  say  the  justice," 
added  Tom,  "  because  it  must  be  his  doing. 
He  is  a  little  petulant  sort  of  a  fellow,  igno. 
rant  of  the  law,  guilty  of  numberless  irregu- 
larities, and,  if  properly  managed,  may,  for 
this  here  act  of  arbitrary  power,  be  not  only 
cast  in  a  swinging  sum,  but  even  turned  out 
of  the  commission  with  disgrace." 

This  was  a  very  seasonable  liint ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  bench  was  soCUy  i-o- 
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placed,  and  Cajttain  Crowe  deposited  the 
poker,  Willi  which  he  had  armed  Iiimself  to 
second  the  cll'orts  of  Sir  Launcclot.  They 
now,  for  the  first  time,  perceived  that  Ferret 
had  disappeared  ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  found 
that  he  was  in  tact  tlie  occasion  of  the 
Irniglit's  detention  and  the  squire's  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Description  of  a  modem  magistrate. 

Before  the  knight  would  take  any  resolution 
for  extricating  liiinsclf  from  his  present  em- 
barrassment, he  desired  to  he  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  cliaracter  and  circumstances 
of  the  justice  by  wlioni  he  had  been  contined, 
and  likewise  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
his  own  detention.  To  be  informed  in  this 
last  particular,  he  renewed  his  dialogue  with 
the  turnkey,  who  told  himtiirough  the  grate, 
that  P\^rret  no  sooner  perceived  him  in  the 
jail,  without  liis  offensive  arms,  which  he  had 
lett  below,  than  he  desired  to  be  carried  be- 
fore the  justice,  where  he  had  given  infor- 
mation against  the  knigiit,  as  a  violater  of 
the  public  peace,  who  strolled  about  the 
country  with  unlawful  arms,  rendering  the 
highways  unsafe,  encroaching  upon  the  free- 
dom of  elections,  putting  his  majesty's  liege 
subjects  in  fear  of  their  lives,  and,  in  all 
probability,  Harbouring  more  dangerous  de- 
signs under  an  affected  cloak  of  lunacy. 
Ferret,  upon  this  information,  had  been  re- 
leased, and  entertained  as  an  evidence  for 
the  king  ;  and  Crabshaw  was  put  into  the 
stocks  as  an  idle  stroller. 

Sir  Launcelot,  being  satisfied  in  these 
particulars,  addressed  himself  to  his  fellow 
prisoners,  and  begged  they  would  communi- 
cate what  they  knew  respecting  the  worthy 
magistrate,  who  had  been  so  premature  in 
the  execution  of  his  office.  This  request  was 
no  sooner  signitied  than  a  crew  of  naked 
wretches  crowded  around  him,  and,  like  a 
congregation  of  rooks,  opened  their  throats 
x\\  at  once,  in  accusation  of  Justice  Gobble. 
The  knight  was  moved  at  this  scene,  which 
he  could  not  help  comparing,  in  his  own 
mind,  to  what  would  appear  upon  a  much 
more  awful  occasion,  when  the  cries  of  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  the  injured  and  op- 
pressed, would  be  uttered  at  the  tribunal  of 
an  unerring  Judge,  against  the  villainous  and 
insolent  authors  of  their  calamity. 

When  he  had,  with  some  difficulty,  quieted 
their  clamours,  and  confined  his  interroga- 
tion to  one  person  of  a  tolerably  decent  ap- 
pearance, he  learned,  that  Justice  Gobble, 
whose  father  was  a  tailor,  had  for  some  time 
served  as  a  journeyman  hosier  in  London, 
where  he  had  picked  up  some  law  terms,  by 
conversing  with  hackney  writers  and  attor- 
ney's clerks  of  the  lowest  order;  tiiat,  upon 
Uie  death  of  his  master,  he   bad  insinuated 


himself  into  the  good  graces  of  the  widow 
who  took  him  for  her  husband,  so  tiiat  he 
became  a  person  of  some  consideration,  and 
saved  money  apace  ;  that  his  pride,  increas- 
ing with  his  substance,  was  reinforced  by  the 
vanity  of  his  wife,  who  persuaded  him  to  re- 
tire from  business,  that  they  migiit  live  gen- 
teelly in  the  country;  that  iiis  father  dying, 
and  leaving  a  couple  of  houses  in  this  town, 
Mr  Gobble  had  come  down  with  his  lady  to 
take  possession,  and  liked  the  place  so  well, 
as  to  make  a  more  considerable  purchase  in 
the  neighbourhood  ;  that  a  certain  peer  being 
indebted  to  him  in  the  large  way  of  his  busi- 
ness, and  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay 
the  m  ney,  iiad  compounded  the  debt,  by 
inserting  his  name  in  the  commission  ;  since 
which  period,  his  own  insolence,  and  his 
wife's  ostentation,  had  exceeded  all  bounds; 
tiiat,  in  the  e.vecution  of  his  authority,  he  had 
committed  a  thousand  acts  of  cruelty  and 
injustice  against  tiie  poorer  sort  of  people, 
who  were  unable  to  call  him  to  a  proper 
account ;  that  his  vvite  domineered  with  a 
more  ridiculous,  though  less  pernicious  usur- 
pation among  the  females  of  the  place  ;  that, 
in  a  word,  she  was  the  subject  of  continual 
mirth,  and  he  the  object  of  universal  detes- 
tation. 

Our  adventurer,  though  extremely  well 
disposed  to  believe  what  was  said  to  the  pre- 
judice of  Gobble,  would  not  give  entire  credit 
to  this  description,  without  first  inquiring 
into  the  particulars  of  his  conduct.  He 
therefore  asked  the  speaker,  what  was  the 
cause  of  his  particular  complaint  ?  "  For  my 
own  part,  sir,"  said  he,  '*  I  lived  in  repute, 
and  kept  a  shop  in  this  here  town,  well  fur- 
nished with  a  great  variety  of  articles.  All 
the  people  in  the  place  were  my  customers  ; 
but  what  I  and  many  others  chiefly  depended 
upon,  was  the  extraordinary  sale  at  two 
annual  customary  fairs,  to  which  all  the 
country  people  in  the  neighbourhood  resorted 
to  lay  out  their  money.  I  had  employed  all 
my  stock,  and  even  engaged  my  credit,  to 
procure  a  large  assortment  of  goods  for  the 
Lammas  market;  but  having  given  my  vote, 
in  the  election  of  a  vestry-clerk,  contrarv  to 
the  interest  of  Justice  Gobble,  he  resolved  ^j 
work  my  ruin.  He  suppressed  the  annual 
fairs,  by  which  a  great  many  people,  espe- 
cially publicans,  earned  the  best  of  their  sub- 
sistence.  The  country  people  resorted  to 
another  town.  1  was  overstocked  with  a 
load  of  perishable  commodities,  and  found 
myself  deprived  of  the  best  part  of  rny  home 
customers,  by  the  ill  nature  and  revenge  of 
the  justice,  who  employed  all  his  influence 
among  the  common  people,  making  use  of 
threats  and  promises  to  make  them  deseit 
my  shop,  and  give  their  custom  to  another 
person,  whom  he  settled  in  the  same  business 
under  my  nose.  Being  thus  disabled  from 
making  punctual  payments,  my  commodities 
spoiling,  and  my  wife  breaking  her  heart,  I 
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^revf  negligent  and  careless,  took  to  drink-  | 
ing,  and  my  affairs  went  to  wreck.  Being 
one  day  in  liquor,  and  provoked  by  the  fleers 
tnd  taunts  of  the  man  who  had  set  up  against 
mo,  I  struck  him  at  his  own  door;  upon 
which  1  was  carried  before  the  justice,  who 
treated  me  with  such  insolence,  that  I  became 
desperate,  and  not  only  abused  him  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  but  also  made  an 
attempt  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  his  person. 
You  know,  oir,  when  a  man  is  both  drunk 
and  desperate,  he  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
any  command  of  himself.  I  was  sent  hither 
to  jail.  My  creditors  immediately  seized 
my  effects  ;  and,  as  they  were  not  sufficient 
to  discharge  my  debts,  a  statute  of  bank- 
ruptcy was  taken  out  against  me  ;  so  that 
here  I  must  lie,  until  tiiey  think  proper  to 
sign  my  certificate,  or  the  parliament  shall 
please  to  pass  an  act  for  the  relief  of  insol- 
vent debtors." 

The  next  person  who  presented  himself  in 
the  crowd  of  accusers,  was  a  meagre  figure, 
with  a  green  apron,  who  told  the  knight  that 
he  had  kept  a  public  house  in  town  for  a 
dozen  of  years,  and  enjoyed  a  good  trade, 
which  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  a 
skittle-ground,  in  which  the  best  people  of 
the  place  diverted  themselves  occasionally  : 
that  Justice  Gobble,  being  disobliged  at  his 
refusing  to  part  with  a  gelding  which  he  had 
bred  for  his  own  use,  first  of  all  shut  up  the 
skittle-ground  ;  but  finding  the  publican  still 
kept  his  house  .open,   he  took  care  that  he 
should  be  deprived  of  his  licence,  on  pretence 
that  the  number  of  ale-houses  was  too  great, 
and  that  this  man  had  been  bred  to  another 
employment.     The  poor  pubUcan,  being  thus 
deprived  of  his  bread,  was  obliged  to  try  the 
stay-making  business,  to  which  he  had  served 
an  apprenticeship ;  but  being  very  ill  quali- 
fied for  this  profession,  he  soon  fell  to  decay, 
and    contracted  debts,    in    consequence   of 
which  he  was  now  in  prison,  where  he  had 
no  other  support  but  what  arose  from  the 
labour  of  his  wife,  who  had  gone  to  service. 
The  next  prisoner  who  preferred  his  com- 
plaint against  the  unrighteous  judge,  was  a 
poacher,  at  whose  practices  Justice  Gobble 
had  for  some  years  connived,  so  as  even  to 
screen  lum  from  punishment,  in  considera- 
tion of  being  supplied  with  game  gratis,  till 
at  length  he  was  disappointed  by  accident. 
His  lady  had  invited  guests  to  an  entertain- 
ment, and  bespoke  a  hare,  which  the  poacher 
undertook  to  furnish.     He  laid   his   snares 
accordingly  over  night ;  but  they  were  dis- 
covered, and  taken  av.-ay  by  the  gamekeeper 
of  the  gentleman  to  whom  the  ground  be- 
longed." All  the  excuses  the   poacher  could 
make    proved  ineffectual    in   ap|)easing  the 
resnntment  of  the  justice  and  liis  wife,  at 
neing   thus    disconcerted.      Measures    were 
taken  to  detect  the  delinquent  in  the  exercise 
(if  his  illicit  occupation  ;  he  was  committed 
uo  safe  custody,  and  his  wife,  with  five  bant- 


lings, was  passed  to  her  husband's  settlement 
in  a  different  part  of  the  country. 

A  stout  squat  fellow,  rattling  v/ith  chains, 
had  just  taken  up  the  ball  of  accusation,  when 
Sir  Launcelot  was  startled  with  the  appear- 
ance of  a  woman,  whose  looks  and  equipage 
indicated   the    most  piteous   distress.     She 
seemed  to  be  turned  of  the  middle  age,  v/as 
of  a  lofty  carriage,  tall,  thin,  v.eather-beaten, 
and  wretchedly  attired :   her  eyes  were  in- 
flamed with  weeping,  and  her  looks  displayed 
that  wildness  and  peculiarity  which   denote 
distraction.      Advancing   to  Sir  Launcelot, 
she  fell  upon   her  knees,  and,  clasping  her 
hands  together,  uttered  the  following  rhap- 
sody in  the  most  vehement  tone  of  aflliction  : 
"  Thrice    potent,    generous,    and   august 
emperor,  here  let  my  knees  cleave  to  the 
earth,  until  thou  shalt  do  me  justice  on  that 
inhuman  caitiff.  Gobble.     Let  him  disgorge 
my  substance,  which  he  hath  devoured ;   let 
him  restore  to  my  widowed  arms  my  child, 
my  boy,  the  delight  of  my  eyes,  the  prop  of 
my  life,  the  staft'of  my  sustenance,  whom  he 
hath  torn  from  my  embrace,  stolen,  betrayed, 
sent  into  captivity,  and  murdered  ! — behold 
these  bleeding  wounds  upon  his  lovely  breast ! 
see    how    they   mangle    his   lifeless   corse  I 
Horror !   give  me  my  child,  barbarians  !  his 
head  shall  lie  upon  his  Suky's  bosom — she 
will  embalm  him  with  her  tears.     Ha !  plunge 
him  in  the  deep  !  shall  my  boy  then  float  in 
a  watery  tomb  ? — Justice,  most  mighty  em- 
peror !   justice  upon    the    villain   who   hath 
ruined  us  all !     May  heaven's  dreadful  ven- 
geance overtake  him  !  may  the  keen  storm 
of  adversity  strip  him  of  all  his  leaves  and 
fruit !   may  peace  forsake  his  mind,  and  rest 
be  banished  from  his  pillow,  so  that  all  his 
days  shall  be  filled  with  reproach  and  sorrow, 
and  all  his  nights  be  haunted  with   horror 
and  remorse !  may  he  be  stung  by  jealousy 
without  cause,  and   maddened  by  revenge 
without  the  means  of  execution  !  may  all  his 
offspring  be  blighted  and  consumed,  like  the 
mildewed  cars  of  corn,  except  one  that  shall 
grow  up  to  curse  his  old  age,  and  bring  his 
hoary  head  with  sorrow  to  the  grave,  as  he 
himself  has  proved  a  curse  to  me  and  mine  !" 

The  rest  of  the  prisoners,  perceiving  the 
knight  extremely  shocked  at  her  misery  and 
horrid  imprecation,  removed  her  by  force 
from  his  presence,  and  conveyed  her  to 
another  room  ;  while  our  adventurer  under- 
went a  violent  agitation,  and  could  not  for 
some  minutes  compose  hin75elf  so  well  as  to 
inquire  into  the  nature  of  this  wretched  crea- 
ture's calamity. 

The  sliopkeeper,  of  whom  lie  demanded 
this  satisfaction,  gave  him  to  understand  that 
she  was  born  a  gentlewoman,  and  had  been 
well  educated  ;  that  she  njirried  a  curate 
who  did  not  long  survive  his  nuptials,  and 
afterwards  became  the  wife  of  one  Oakley 
a  farmer  in  opulent  circumstances ;  that 
after  twenty   years    cohabitation    with   her 
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husband,  he  sustained  such  losses  by  the  <  lis- 
temper  uinonir  ilie  cattle,  as  he  could  not 
repair ;  and  tiiat  this  reverse  of  fortune  was 
supposed  to  have  hastened  his  death;  that  the 
widow,  being  a  woman  ot"  spirit,  determined 
to  keep  up  and  manage  the  farm,  with  the 
assistance  of  an  only  son,  a  very  promising 
youth,  who  was  already  contracted  in  mar- 
riage with  the  daughter  of  another  wealthy 
farmer.  Thus  the  mother  had  a  prospect  of 
retrieving  the  atfairs  of  her  family,  when  all 
her  hopes  were  dashed  and  destroyed  by  a 
ridiculous  pi(iue  which  Mrs  Gobble  conceived 
against  the  young  farmer's  sweetheart,  Mrs 
Susan  Sedgemoor.  This  young  woman 
chancing  to  be  at  a  country  assembly,  where 
the  grave-digger  of  the  parish  acted  as  master 
of  the  ceremonies,  was  called  out  to  dance 
before  Miss  Gobble,  who  happened  to  be  there 
present  also  with  her  mother.  The  circum- 
stance was  construed  into  an  unpardonable 
afiront  by  the  justice's  lady,  who  abused  the 
director  in  the  most  opprobrious  terms  for 
his  insolence  and  ill-manners  ;  and,  retiring 
in  a  storm  of  passion,  vowed  revenge  against 
the  saucy  min.x  who  had  presumed  to  vie  in 
gentility  with  Miss  Gobble.  The  justice 
entered  into  hor  rcscnlment.  The  grave- 
digger  lost  his  place ;  and  Suky's  lover,  young 
Oakley,  was  pressed  for  a  soldier.  Before 
his  mother  could  take  any  steps  for  his  dis- 
charge, he  was  hurried  away  to  the  East 
Indies,  by  the  industry  and  contrivance  of 
the  justice.  Poor  Suky  wept  and  pined  until 
Bhe  fell  into  a  consumption.  The  forlorn 
widow,  being  thus  deprived  of  her  son,  was 
overwhelmed  with  grief  to  such  a  degree, 
that  she  could  no  longer  manage  her  con- 
cerns. Every  thing  went  backwards ;  she 
ran  in  arrears  with  her  landlord  ;  and  the 
prospect  of  bankrui)tcy  aggravated  her  afflic- 
tion, while  it  added  to  her  incapacity.  In 
the  midst  of  these  disastrous  circumstances, 
news  arrived  that  her  son  Greaves  had  lost 
his  life  in  a  sea  engagement  with  the  enemy  ; 
and  these  tidings  almost  instantly  deprived 
her  of  reason.  Then  the  landlord  seized  for 
his  rent,  and  she  was  arrested  at  the  suit  of 
Justice  Gobble,  who  had  bought  up  one  of 
her  debts  in  order  to  distress  her,  and  now 
pretended  that  her  madness  was  feigned. 

When  the  name  of  Greaves  was  mentioned, 
our  adventurer  started  and  changed  colour; 
and,  now  the  story  was  ended,  asked,  with 
marks  of  eager  emotion,  if  tiie  name  of  the 
woman's  first  husband  was  not  Wilford. 
vVhen  the  prisoner  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, he  rose  up,  and  striking  his  breast, — 
"Good  heaven  V  cried  he,  "the  very  woman 
who  watched  over  my  infancy,  and  even 
nourished  mo  with  her  milk  ! — She  was  my 
mother's  humble  friend.  Alas  !  poor  Doro- 
thy !  how  would  your  old  mistress  grieve  to 
see  her  favourite  in  this  miserable  condition." 
While  he  pronounced  these  words,  to  the 
istoiiiohment  of  the  1  carers,  a  tear  slo.e 
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sot\ly  down  each  cheek.  Then  he  desired 
to  know  if  the  poor  lunatic  had  any  intervals 
of  reason  ;  and  was  given  to  understand,  that 
she  was  always  quiet,  and  generally  supposed 
to  have  the  use  of  her  senses,  except  when 
she  was  disturbed  by  some  extraordinary 
noise,  or  when  any  person  touched  upon  hei 
misfortune,  or  mentioned  the  name  of  her 
oppressor,  in  all  which  cases  she  started  out 
into  extravagance  and  frenzy.  They  like- 
wise inii)Uted  great  part  of  the  disorder  to 
the  want  of  quiet,  ])roper  food,  and  neces- 
saries, with  which  slie  was  but  poorly  sup- 
plied by  the  cold  hand  of  chance  charity. 
Our  adventurer  was  exceedingly  affected  by 
the  distress  of  this  woman,  whom  he  resolved 
to  relieve  ;  and  in  proportion  as  his  commis- 
eration was  excited,  his  resentment  rose 
against  the  miscreant,  who  seemed  to  have 
insinuated  himself  into  the  commission  of 
the  peace  on  purpose  to  harass  and  oppress 
his  fellow-creatures. 

Thus  animated,  he  entered  into  consulta- 
tion with  Mr  Thomas  Clarke  concerning  the 
steps  he  should  take,  first  for  their  deliver- 
ance, and  then  for  prosecuting  and  punishing 
the  justice.  In  result  of  this  conference,  the 
knight  called  aloud  for  the  jailor,  and  de- 
manded to  sec  5,  coj)y  of  his  commitment, 
tliat  he  might  know  the  cause  of  his  impri- 
sonment, and  oiler  bail ;  or,  in  case  that  he 
should  be  refused,  move  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus.  The  jailor  told  him  the  copy  of  th« 
writ  should  be  forthcoming;  but,  af\er  he 
had  waited  some  time,  and  repeated  the  de- 
mand before  witnesses,  it  was  not  yet  pro- 
duced. Mr  Clarke  then,  in  a  solemn  tone, 
gave  the  jailor  to  understand,  that  an  officei 
refusing  to  deliver  a  true  copy  of  the  com- 
mitment warrant,  was  liable  to  the  forfeiture 
of  one  hundred  pounds  for  the  first  offence, 
and  for  the  second  to  a  forfeiture  of  twice 
that  sum,  besides  being  disabled  from  exe- 
cuting his  office. 

Indeed  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  comply 
with  Sir  Launcelot's  demand  ;  for  no  warrant 
had  been  granted,  nor  was  it  now  in  the 
power  of  the  justice  to  remedy  this  defect, 
as  Mr  Ferret  had  taken  himself  away  pri- 
vately, without  having  communicated  the 
name  and  designation  of  the  prisoner;  a  cir- 
cumstance the  more  mortifying  to  the  jailor, 
as  he  perceived  the  extraordinary  respect 
which  Mr  Clarke  and  the  captain  paid  to 
the  knight,  and  was  now  fully  convinced 
that  he  would  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law.  Disordered  with  these  reflections,  he 
imparted  them  to  the  justice,  who  had  in 
vain  caused  search  to  be  made  for  Ferret, 
and  was  now  extremely  well  inclined  to  set 
the  knight  and  his  friends  at  liberty,  though 
he  did  not  at  all  suspect  the  quality  and  im- 
portance  of  our  adventurer.  He  could  not, 
however,  resist  the  temptation  of  displaying 
the  authority  of  his  office,  and  therefore 
ordered  the  prisoners  to  be  brought  before 
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Bis  tribuiicil,  that,  in  the  capacity  of  a  niagis- 
•rate,  he  migtit  give  them  a  severe  reproof, 
»nd  proper  caution  with  respect  to  their 
future  behaviour. 

They  were  accordingly   led  through  the 
street  in  procession,  guarded  by  the  consta- 
ble and  his  gang,  followed  by  Crabshaw,  who 
had   by  this   time   been   released   from   the 
stocks,  and  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  people, 
attracted  by  curiosity.     When  they  arrived 
at  the  justice's  house,  they  were  detained 
for  some  time  in  the  passage  ;   then  a  voice 
was    heard,   commanding   the   constable   to 
Dring  in  the  prisoners,  and  they  were  intro^ 
duced  to  the  hall  of  audience,  where  Mr 
Gobble  sat  in  judgment,  with  a  crimson  velvet 
night-cap  on  his  head  ;  and  on  his  right  hand 
appeared  his  lady,  puffed  up  with  the  pride 
and   insolence  of  her  husband's  office,  fat, 
frowzy,  and  not  over  clean,  well  stricken  in 
years,  without  the  least  vestige  of  an  agree- 
able feature,  having  a  rubicund  nose,  ferret 
eyes,    and    imperious   aspect.     The  justice 
himself  was  a  little,  affected,  pert  prig,  who 
endeavoured   to  solemnize  his  countenance 
by  assuming  an  air  of  consequence,  in  which 
pride,  impudence,  and  folly,  were  strangely 
blended.     He  aspired  at  nothing  so  much  as 
the  character  of  an   able   spokesman,  and 
took   all  opportunities  of  holding  forth   at 
vestry  and  quarter-sessions,  as  well  as  in  the 
administration  of  his  office  in  private.     He 
would  not,  therefore,  let  slip  this  occasion 
of  exciting  the  admiration  of  his  hearers,  and, 
in  an  authoritative  tone,  thus  addressed  our 
adventurer : 

"  The  laws  of  this  land  has  provided — I 
says  as  how  provision  is  made  by  the  laws 
of  this  here  land,  in  reverence  to  delinquems 
and  manefactors,  whereby  the  king's  peace 
is  upholden  by  we  magistrates,  who  repre- 
sents his  majesty's  person  better  than  in  e'er 
a  contagious  nation  under  the  sun  ;  but,  how- 
somever,  that  there  king's  peace,  and  this 
here  magistrate's  authority,  cannot  be  ade- 
quably  and  identically  upheld,  if  so  be  as 
how  criminals  escapes  unpunished.  Now, 
friend,  you  must  bo  confidentious  in  your 
own  mind,  as  you  are  a  notorious  criminal, 
who  have  trespassed  again  the  laws  on  divers 
occasions  and  importunities  ;  if  I  had  a  mind 
to  exercise  the  rigour  of  the  law,  according 
to  the  authority  wherewith  I  am  wested,  you 
and  your  companions  in  iniquity  would  oe 
sewerely  punished  by  the  statue ;  but  we 
magistrates  has  a  power  to  litigate  the  se- 
werity  of  justice,  and  so  I  am  contented  that 
you  should  be  mercifully  dealt  withal,  and 
oven  disniis.ied." 

To  this  harangue  the  knight  replied,  with 
solemn  and  deliberate -accent, — "If  I  under- 
stand your  meaning  aright,  I  am  accused  of 
oeing  a  notorious  criminal ;  but  nevertheless 
vou  are  contented  to  let  me  escape  witl  im- 
punity. If  I  am  a  notorious  criminal,  it  is 
iie  duty  of  you.  as  a  magistrate,  to  bring 


me  to  condign  punishment ;  and  if  you  allow 
a  criminal  to  escape  unpunished,  you  are  not 
only  unworthy  of  a  place  in  the  commission, 
but  become  accessory  to  his  guilt,  and,  to 
all   intents   and   purposes,   socius  criminis. 
With  respect  to  your  proffered  mercy,  1  shall 
decline  the  favour ;   nor  do  I  deserve   any 
indulgence  at  your  hands  ;  for,  depend  upon 
it,  I  shall  show  no  mercy  to  you  in  the  stepa 
I  intend  to  take  for  bringing  you  to  justice. 
I  understand  that  you  have  been  long  liack- 
neyed  in  the  ways  of  oppression,  and  I  have 
seen  some  living  monuments  of  your  inhu- 
manity— of  that  hereat\er.     I   myself  have 
been  detained  in  prison,  without  cause  as- 
signed.    I  have  been  treated  with  indignity, 
and  insulted  by  jailors  and  constables  ;  led 
through  the  streets  like  a  felon,  as  a  spec- 
tacle  to  the   multitude ;   obliged   to   dance 
attendance  in  your  passage,  and  after.vards 
branded  with  the  name  of  notorious  criminal. 
I  now  demand  to  see  the  inlormation  in  con- 
sequence of  which  I  was  detained  in  pri.son, 
the  copy  of  the  warrant  of  commitment  or 
;  detainer,  and  the  face  of  the  person  by  whom 
I  was  accused.     I  insist  upon  a  compliance 
with  these  demands,  as  the  privileges  of  a 
British  subject ;   and  if  it  is  refused,  I  shall 
seek  redress  before  a  higher  tribunal." 

The  justice  seemed  to  be  not  a  little  dis- 
turbed at  this  peremptory  declaration,  which, 
however,  had  no  other  effect  upon  his  wife, 
but  that  of  enraging  her  choler,  and  inflaming 
her  countenance.  "  Sirrah  !  sirrah  !"  cried 
she,  "  do  you  dares  to  insult  a  worshipful 
magistrate  on  the  bench  1  Can  you  deny 
that  you  are  a  yagram,  and  a  dilatory  sort 
of  a  person  7  Han't  the  man  with  the  satchel 
made  an  affidavy  of  it  ]  If  I  was  my  hus- 
band, I'd  lay  you  fast  by  the  heels  for  your 
resumption,  and  ferk  you  with  a  primineery 
into  the  bargain,  unless  you  could  give  a 
better  account  of  yourself — I  would." 

Gobble,  encouraged  by  this  fillip,  resumed 
his  petulance,  and  proceeded  in  this  man- 
ner : — "  Ileark  ye,  friend,  I  might,  as  Mrs 
Gobble  very  justly  observes,  trounce  you  for 
your  audacious  behaviour ;  but  I  scorn  to 
take  such  advantages  :  howsomever,  I  shall 
make  you  give  an  account  of  yourself  and 
your  companions  ;  for  I  believe  as  how  you 
are  in  a  gang,  and  all  in  a  story,  and  perhaps 
you  may  be  found  one  day  in  a  cord.  What 
are  you,  friend  ]  What  is  your  station  and 
degree  ]"  "  I  am  a  gentleman,"  replied  the 
knight.  "Ay,  that  is  Englisli  for  a  sorry 
fellow,"  said  the  justice.  "  Every  idle  vaga 
bond,  who  has  neither  home  nor  habitation, 
trade  nor  profession,  designs  himself  a  gen 
tleman.  But  I  must  know  how  you  live." 
"  Upon  my  mear  s."  "  What  are  your  means  !" 
"My  estate."  "Whence  doth  it  arise?' 
"  From  inheritance."  "  Your  estate  lies  in 
brass,  and  that  you  have  inherited  from  na- 
ture ;  but  do  you  inherit  lands  and  tene- 
ments ?"     "Yes."     "But  they  are  neitliM 
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Ben?  nor  there,  I  doubt.  Come,  come,  friend, 
r  sliall  bring  yon  about  presently."  Here 
the  exaniin;ition  was  interrupted  by  the  arri- 
val of  Mr  Fillet  the  sur<ieon,  who  chancing 
lO  pass,  niul  seeinjj  a  crowd  about  the  door, 
tt'cnt  in  to  satisfy  his  curiosity. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Whic?,  slows  there  are  more  ways  to  kill  a 
dog  than  hanging. 

Mr  Fillet  no  sooner  appeared  in  the  judg- 
ment-chamber of  Justice  Gobble,  than  Cap- 
tiiin  Crowe,  seizing  liim  by  the  hand,  ex- 
claimed,— "body  o'  mo  !  doctor,  thou'rt  come 
i;p  in  the  nick  of  time  to  lend  us  a  hand  in 
putting  about.  We're  a  little  in  the  stays 
here — but  howsomever  we've  got  a  good 
pilot,  who  knows  the  coast,  and  can  weather 
the  point,  as  the  saying  is.  As  fir  the  ene- 
my's vessel,  she  has  had  a  shot  or  two  al- 
read\'  athwart  her  forefoot ;  the  ne.xt,  I  do 
suppose,  will  strike  the  hull,  and  then  you 
will  see  her  taken  all  aback."  The  doctor, 
who  perfectly  understood  his  dialect,  assured 
iiim  he  miglit  depend  upon  his  assistance ; 
and  advancing  to  the  knight,  accosted  him 
in  these  words  : — "  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves, 
your  most  humble  servant — when  I  saw  a 
crowd  at  the  door,  I  little  thought  of  finding 
vou  within,  treated  with  such  indignity — yet 
I  can't  help  being  pleased  with  an  opportu- 
nity of  proving  the  esteem  and  veneration  I 
have  for  your  person  and  character : — you 
will  do  me  particular  pleasure  in  command- 
ing my  best  services." 

Our  adventurer  thanked  him  for  this  in- 
ptance  of  his  friendship,  which  he  told  him 
he  would  use  without  hesitation  ;  and  de- 
sired he  would  procure  immediate  bail  for 
him  and  his  two  friends,  who  had  been  im- 
prisoned contrary  to  law,  without  any  cause 
assigned. 

During  this  short  dialogue,  the  justice, 
who  had  heard  of  Sir  Launcelot's  family  and 
fortune,  though  an  utter  stranger  to  his  per- 
son, was  seized  with  such  pangs  of  terror  and 
compunction  as  a  grovelling  mind  may  be 
Bupposed  to  have  felt  in  such  circumstances; 
ar.d  they  seemed  to  produce  the  same  unsa- 
Toury  effects  that  are  so  humourously  deline- 
ated by  the  inimitable  Hogarth,  in  his  print 
of  Felix  on  his  tribimal,  done  in  the  Dutch 
style.  Nevertheless,  seeing  Fillet  retire  to 
execute  the  knigiit's  commands,  he  reco.- 
lectcd  himself  so  far  as  to  tell  the  prisoners, 
there  was  no  occasion  to  give  themselves 
any  farther  trouble,  for  he  would  release 
them  without  bail  or  mainprise.  Then  dis- 
carding all  the  insolence  from  his  features, 
and  assuming  an  aspect  of  the  most  humble 
adulation,  he  begged  the  knight  ten  thousand 
pardons  fortl/e  freedoms  he  had  taken,  which 
Jrere  entirely  owin<»  to  his  ignorance  of  Sir 


Launcelot's  quality.  *'  V'es,  I'll  assure  you, 
sir."  said  the  wife,  "  my  husband  would 
have  bit  off  his  tongue  rather  than  say  black 
is  the  white  of  your  eye,  if  so  be  lie  had 
known  your  capacity.  Thank  God,  we  have 
been  used  to  deal  with  gentlefolks,  and 
maiiy's  the  good  jjound  we  have  lost  by  them ; 
but  what  of  that .'  Sure  we  know  iiow  to 
behave  to  our  betters.  Mr  Gobble,  thanks 
be  to  God,  can  defy  the  whole  world  to  prove 
that  he  ever  said  an  uncivil  word,  or  did  a 
rude  thing  to  a  gentleman,  knowing  him  to 
be  a  person  of  tortune.  Indeed,  as  to  your 
poor  gentry,  and  nn-ratf,  your  tag-rag  and 
bob-tail,  or  such  vulgar  scoundrelly  people, 
he  has  behaved  like  a  magistrate,  and  treated 
them  with  the  rigger  of  authority."  "In 
other  words,"  said  the  knight,  "  he  has  ty- 
ranized  over  the  poor,  and  connived  at  the 
vices  of  the  rich :  your  husband  is  little 
obliged  to  you  for  this  confession,  woman." 
"  Woman  !"  cried  Mrs  Gobble,  empurpled 
with  wrath,  and  fixing  her  hands  on  her 
sides  by  way  of  defiance,  "  I  scorn  your 
words.  Marry  come  up,  woman  !  quotha  , 
no  more  a  woman  than  your  worship." 
Then  bursting  into  tears, — "Husband,"  con- 
tinued she,  "  if  you  had  the  soul  of  a  louse, 
you  would  not  suffer  me  to  be  abused  at  this 
rate ;  you  would  not  sit  still  on  thy  bench 
and  hear  your  spouse  called  such  contempti- 
ble epitaphs.  Who  cares  for  his  title  and  his 
knightship]  You  and  I,  husband,  know  a 
tailor  that  was  made  a  knight ;  but,  thank 
God,  I  have  noblemen  to  stand  by  me  with 
their  privileges  and  beroguetifs." 

At  this  instant  Mr  Fillet  returned  with  his 
friend,  a  practitioner  in  the  law,  who  freely 
offered  to  join  in  bailing  our  adventurer,  and 
the  other  two  prisoners,  for  any  sum  that 
should  be  required.  The  justice,  perceiving 
the  affair  began  to  grow  more  and  more  seri- 
ous, declared  that  he  would  discharge  the 
warrants  and  dismiss  the  prisoners. 

Here  Mr  Clarke  interposing,  observed, 
that  against  the  knight  no  warrant  had  been 
granted,  nor  any  information  sworn  to  ;  con- 
sccpiently,  as  the  justice  had  not  complied 
with  the  form  of  proceeding  directed  by 
statute,  the  imprisonment  was  coram  non 
jtidice,  void.  "  Right,  sir,"  said  the  other 
lawyer,  "  if  a  justice  commits  a  felon  for 
trial,  without  binding  over  the  prosecutor  to 
the  assizes,  he  shall  be  fined."  "  And  again," 
cried  Clarke,  "  if  a  justice  issues  a  warrant 
for  commitment,  where  there  is  no  accusa- 
tion, action  will  lie  against  the  justice." 
"  Moreover,"  replied  the  stranger,  ♦'  if  a 
justice  of  peace  is  guilty  of  any  misdemean- 
our in  his  office,  information  lies  against 
him  in  banco  regis,  where  he  shall  be  ptm- 
ished  by  fine  and  imprisoimient."  "And 
besides,"  resumed  the  accurate  Tom,  "the 
same  court  will  grant  an  information  against 
a  justice  of  peace,  on  motion,  for  sending 
even  a  servant  to  the  house  of  correction  or 


256 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


common  jail  without  sufficient  cause." 
'  True,"  exclaimed  the  other  limb  of  the 
law,  "and.  for  contempt  of  law,  attachments 
may  be  had  ag'ainst  justices  of  peace  in  banco 
rep:is :  a  justice  of  the  peace  was  lined  a 
thousand  marks  for  corrupt  practices." 

With  these  words,  advancing  to  Mr  Clarke, 
he  shook  him  by  the  hand,  with  the  appella- 
tion of  brother,  saying-, — "  I  doubt  the  justice 
has  got  into  a  cursed  hovel."  Mr  Gobble 
himself  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion. 
He  changed  colour  several  times  during  the 
remarks  which  the  lawyers  had  made  ;  and 
now,  declaring  the  gentlemen  were  at  liberty, 
begged,  in  the  most  humble  phrase,  that  the 
company  would  eat  a  bit  of  nmtton  with  him, 
and  after  dinner  the  atTair  might  be  amica- 
bly compromised.  To  this  proposal  our  ad- 
venturer replied,  in  a  grave  and  resolute 
tone, — "  If  your  acting  in  the  commission  as 
a  justice  of  the  peace  concerned  my  own 
particular  only,  perhaps  I  should  wave  any 
further  inquiry,  and  resent  your  insolence 
no  other  way  but  by  silent  contempt.  If  I 
thought  the  errors  of  your  administration 
])roceeded  from  a  good  intention,  defeated 
by  want  of  understanding,  I  should  pity  your 
ignorance,  and,  in  compassion,  advise  you 
to  desist  from  acting  a  part  for  which  you 
are  so  ill  qualified ;  but  the  preposterous 
conduct  of  such  a  man  deeply  affects  the 
interest  of  the  community,  especially  that 
part  of  it  which,  from  its  helpless  situa- 
tion, is  the  more  entitled  to  our  protection 
and  assistance.  I  am  moreover  convinced, 
that  your  misconduct  is  not  so  much  tiie 
consequence  of  an  uninformed  head,  as  the 
poisonous  issue  of  a  malignant  heart,  devoid 
of  humanity,  inflamed  with  pride,  and  rank- 
ling with  revenge.  The  common  prison  of 
this  little  town  is  filled  with  the  miserable 
objects  of  your  cruelty  and  oppression.  In- 
stead of  protecting  the  helpless,  restraining 
the  hands  of  violence,  preserving  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  acting  as  a  father  to  the 
poor,  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  that  institution  of  which  you  are  an  un- 
worthy member,  you  have  distressed  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  given  a  loose  to  all 
the  insolence  of  office,  embroiled  your  neigh- 
bours by  fomenting  suits  and  animosities, 
and  played  the  tyrant  among  the  indigent 
and  forlorn.  You  have  abused  the  authority 
with  which  your  were  invested,  entailed  a 
reproach  upon  your  office,  and  instead  of 
being  revered  as  a  blessing,  you  are  detested 
as  a  curse  among  yovir  fellow-creatures. 
This  indeed  is  generally  the  case  of  low  fel- 
lows, who  are  thrust  into  the  magistracy 
without  seLtiment,  education,  or  capacity. 
Among  other  instances  of  your  iniquity,  there 
IS  now  iii  prison  an  unhappy  woman,  infi- 
nitely your  superior  in  the  advantages  of 
birth,  sense,  and  education,  whom  you  have, 
jven  without  provocation,  persecuted  to  ruin 
ind  distraction,  after  having  illegally  and  in- 


humanly kidnapped  her  only  child,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  a  violent  death  in  a  foreign 
land.  Ah,  caitiff!  if  you  were  to  forego  ail 
the  comforts  of  life,  distribute  your  means 
among  the  poor,  and  do  the  severest  penance 
that  ever  priestcraft  prescribed,  for  the  rest 
of  your  days,  you  could  not  atone  fur  the 
ruin  of  that  hapless  family:  a  family  through 
whose  sides  you  cruelly  and  perfidiously 
stabbed  the  heart  of  an  innocent  young  wo- 
man,  to  gratify  the  pride  and  diabolical 
malice  of  that  wretched  low-bred  woman, 
who  now  sits  at  your  right  hand  as  the  asso- 
ciate of  power  and  presumption.  Oh!  if 
such  a  despicable  reptile  shall  annoy  man- 
kind with  impunity,  if  such  a  contemptible 
miscreant  shall  have  it  in  his  power  to  do 
such  deeds  of  inhumanity  and  oppression, 
what  avails  the  law  !  Where  is  our  admired 
constitution,  the  freedom,  the  security  of  the 
subject,  the  boasted  humanity  of  the  British 
nation  1  Sacred  heaven  !  if  there  was  no 
human  institution  to  take  cognizance  of  such 
atrocious  crimes,  I  would  listen  to  the  dic- 
tates of  eternal  justice,  ancd,  arming  mys©'* 
with  the  right  of  nature,  exterminate  such 
villains  from  the  face  of  the  earth  !" 

These  last  words  he  pronounced  in  such  a 
strain,  while  his  eyes  lightened  with  indig- 
nation, that  Gobble  and  his  wife  underwent 
the  most  violent  agitation  :  the  constable's 
teeth  chattered  in  his  head,  the  jailor  trem- 
bled,  and  the  whole  audience  was  over- 
whelmed with  consternation. 

Atler  a  short  pause.  Sir  Launcelot  pro- 
ceeded in  a  m.ilder  strain : — "  Thank  Heaven, 
the  laws  of  this  country  have  exempted  me 
from  the  disagreeable  task  of  such  an  oTcecu- 
tion.  To  them  we  shall  have  immediate 
recourse,  in  three  separate  actions  against 
you  for  false  imprisoament  ;  and  any  other 
person  who  has  been  injured  by  your  arbi- 
trary and  wicked  proceedings,  in  me  shall 
find  a  warm  protector,  until  you  shall  be  ex- 
punged from  the  commission  with  disgrace, 
and  have  made  such  retaliation  as  your  cir-  ■ 
cumstances  will  allow  for  the  wrongs  you 
have  done  the  community." 

In  order  to  complete  the  mortification  and 
terror  of  the  justice,  the  lawyer,  whose  name 
was  Fenton,  declared,  that,  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  these  actions  would  be  reinforced 
with  divers prosecutionsforcorrupt  practices, 
which  had  lain  dormant  until  some  person  of 
courage  and  influence  should  take  the  lead 
against  Justice  Gobble,  who  was  the  more 
dreaded,  as  he  acted  under  the  patronage  of 
Lord  Sharpington.  By  this  time  fear  had 
deprived  the  justice  and  his  helpmate  of  the 
faculty  of  speech.  They  were  indeed  almost 
petrified  with  dismay,  and  made  no  effort  to 
speak,  when  Mr  Fillet,  in  the  rear  of  the 
knight,  as  he  retired  with  his  company,  took 
his  leave  of  them  in  these  words  : — "  And 
now,  Mr  Justice,  to  dinner  with  what  appc 
tite  you  may." 
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Our  adventurer,  tliougli  warmly  invited  to 
Mr  Fenton's  liouse,  repaired  to  tlie  public 
inn,  where  lie  tlioujffit  lie  should  be  more  at 
his  ease,  fully  deteiinined  to  punisli  and  de- 
pose Gobble  tVoiii  his  magistracy,  to  ellect  a 
jjencral  jail  delivery  of  all  the  debtors  whom 
he  had  lound  in  conlincment,  and  in  particu- 
lar, to  reecue  poor  i^Irs  Oakley  from  the 
miserable  circumstances  in  which  she  was 
involved. 

In  the  mean  time  he  insisted  upon  enter- 
taining his  friends  at  dinner,  during  which 
many  sallies  of  tea-wit  and  good  humour 
passed  between  Captain  Crowe  and  Doctor 
Fillet,  which  last  had  just  returned  from  a 
neighbouring  village,  whither  lie  was  sum- 
moned to  fisn  a  man's  yard  arm,  which  had 
enapt  in  the  slings.  Their  enjoyment,  how- 
ever, was  suddenly  interrupted  by  a  loud 
scream  from  the  kitchen,  whither  Sir  Laun- 
celot  immediately  sprung,  with  equal  eager- 
ness  and  agility.  There  he  saw  the  land- 
lady, who  was  a  woman  in  years,  embracing 
a  man  dressed  in  a  sailor's  jacket,  while  she 
exclaimed, — "  It  is  tiiy  own  flesh  and  blood, 
so  sure  as  I'm  a  living  soul.  Ah  !  poor 
Greaves,  poor  Greaves,  many  a  poor  heart 
has  grieved  for  thee  !"  To  this  salutation 
the  youth  replied, — "  I'm  sorry  for  that,  mis- 
tress. How  does  poor  mother  !  how  does 
Suky  Sedgemoor  !" 

The  good  woman  of  the  house  could  not 
help  shedding  tears  at  these  interrogations  ; 
A  hilc  Sir  Launcelot  interposing,  said,  not 
without  emotion, — "I  perceive  you  are  the 
son  of  Mrs  Oakley.  Your  mother  is  in  a 
bad  state  of  health,  but  in  me  you  will  find  a 
real  parent."  Perceiving  that  tiie  young  man 
eyed  him  with  astonishment,  lie  gave  him  to 
understand  that  his  name  was  Launcelot 
Greaves. 

Oakley  no  sooner  heard  these  words  pro- 
nounced, than  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and 
seizing  the  knight's  hand,  kissed  it  eagerly, 
crying, — "  God  forever  bless  your  honour,  I 
am  your  name-son,  sure  enough — but  wliat 
of  that?  I  can  earn  my  bread  without  being 
beholden  to  any  man." 

When  the  knight  raised  him  up,  he  turned 
to  the  woman  of  the  house,  saying, — "  I 
want  to  sec  mother.  I'm  afraid  as  how 
tnnes  are  hard  wiih  her  ;  and  I  have  saved 
some  money  for  her  use."  This  instance  of 
filial  duty  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of  our 
adventurer,  who  assured  him  his  mother 
should  be  carefully  attended,  and  want  for 
nothing;  but  that  it  would  be  very  improper 
to  see  her  at  present,  as  the  surprise  might 
shock  her  too  much,  considering  that  she 
oeiieved  him  dead.  "  Ey,  indeed,'*  cried  the 
landlady,  "we  were  all  of  the  same  opinion, 
being,  aa  the  report  went  that  poor  Greaves 
Oakley  was  killed  in  battle."  "  Lord,  mis- 
tress," said  Oakley,  "  there  wa'n't  a  word 
■}(  truth  in  it,  I'll  assure  you.  What,  d'ye 
iiink  I'd  tell  a  lie  about  the  matter?     Hurt 


I  was,  to  be  sure,  but  that  don't  signify  ;  we 
gave  'em  as  good  as  they  Drought,  and  so 
parted.  Well,  if  so  be  1  can't  see  mother, 
I'll  go  and  have  some  chat  with  Suky.  What 
d'ye  look  so  glum  fori  she  an't  married,  is 
she  V  "  No,  no,"  rej)Iicd  the  woman,  ♦•  not 
married,  but  almost  heart-broken.  Since 
thou  wast  gone  she  has  done  nothing  but 
sighed,  and  wept,  and  pined  herself  unto  a 
decay.  I'm  afraid  thou  hast  come  too  late 
to  save  her  life." 

Oakley's  heart  was  not  proof  against  this 
information.  Bursting  into  tears,  he  ex- 
claimed,— "  O  my  dear,  sweet,  gentle  Suky  t 
have  I  then  lived  to  be  the  death  of  her 
whom  I  loved  more  than  the  whole  world?" 
He  would  have  gone  instantly  to  her  father's 
house,  but  was  restrained  by  the  knight  and 
his  company,  who  had  now  joined  him  in  the 
kitchen. 

The  young  man  was  seated  at  table,  and 
gave  them  to  understand,  that  the  ship  to 
which  he  belonged  having  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, he  was  indulged  with  a  month's  leave 
to  see  his  relations  ;  and  that  he  had  received 
about  fifty  pounds  in  wages  and  prize-money. 
After  dinner,  just  as  they  began  to  deliberate 
upon  the  measures  to  be  taken  against  Gob- 
ble, that  gentleman  arrived  at  the  inn,  and 
humbly  craved  admittance.  Mr  Fillet,  struck 
with  a  sudden  idea,  retired  into  another 
apartment  with  the  young  farmer  ;  while  the 
justice,  being  admitted  to  the  company,  de- 
clared that  he  came  to  propose  terms  of  ac- 
commodation. He  accordingly  otiered  to 
ask  pardon  of  Sir  Launcelot  in  the  public 
papers,  and  pay  fifty  pounds  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish,  as  an  atonement  for  his  misbeha- 
viour, provided  the  knight  and  his  friends 
would  grant  him  a  general  release.  Our  ad- 
venturer told  him,  he  would  willingly  wave 
all  personal  concessions  ;  but,  as  the  case 
concerned  the  community,  he  insisted  upon 
his  leaving  off  acting  in  the  commission,  and 
making  satisfaction  to  the  parties  tie  had  in- 
jured and  oppressed.  This  declaration  in- 
troduced a  discussion,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  justice's  petulance  began  to  revive , 
when  Fillet,  entering  the  room,  told  them  ht 
had  a  reconciling  measure  to  propose,  if  Mf 
Gobble  would  for  a  few  minutes  withdrawr, 
He  rose  up  immediately,  and  was  shown  into 
the  room  which  Fillet  had  prepared  for  hia 
reception.  While  he  sat  musing  on  this 
untoward  adventure,  so  big  with  disgrace 
and  disappointment,  young  Oakley,  accord- 
ing to  the  instructions  he  had  received,  ap- 
peared all  at  once  before  him,  pointing  to  a 
ghastly  wound,  which  the  doctor  had  painted 
on  his  forehead.  The  apparition  no  sooner 
presented  itself  to  the  eyes  of  Gobble,  than, 
taking  it  for  granted  it  was  the  spirit  of  the 
young  farmer  whose  deatli  he  had  occasioned, 
lie  roared  aloud — "  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
us  !"  and  fell  insensible  on  tlic  floor.  There 
being  found  by  the  company,  to  whom  Fillet 
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had  communicated  his  contrivance,  he  was 
conveyed  to  hed,  where  he  lay  some  time 
before'  he  recovered  the  perfect  use  of  his 
senses.  Then  he  earnestly  desired  to  see 
the  knight,  and  assured  him  he  was  ready 
to  comply  with  his  terms,  inasmuch  as  he 
believed  he  had  not  long  to  live.  Advantage 
was  immediately  taken  of  this  salutary  dis- 
position. He  bound  himself  not  to  act  as  a 
(Ustice  of  tlie  peace,  in  any  part  of  Great 
Britain,  under  the  penalty  of  five  thousand 
pounds.  He  burned  Mrs  Oakley's  note  ; 
paid  the  debts  of  the  shopkeeper  ;  undertook 
to  compound  those  of  the  publican,  and  to 
settle  him  again  in  business  ;  and,  finally,  dis- 
charged them  all  from  prison,  paying  the 
dues  out  of  his  own  pocket.  These  steps 
being  taken  with  peculiar  eagerness,  he  was 
removed  to  his  own  house,  where  he  assured 
his  wife  he  had  seen  a  vision  that  prognosti- 
cated his  death  ;  and  had  immediate  recourse 
to  the  curate  of  the  parish  for  spiritual  con- 
solation. 

The  most  interesting  part  of  the  task  that 
now  remained,  was  to  make  the  widow  Oak- 
ley  acquainted  with  her  good  fortune,  in  such 
a  manner  as  might  least  disturb  her  spirits, 
Jready  but  too  much  discomposed.  For 
this  purpose  they  chose  the  landlady,  who, 
after  having  received  proper  directions  how 
to  regulate  her  conduct,  visited  her  in  per- 
son that  same  evening.  Finding  her  quite 
calm,  and  her  reflection  quite  restored,  she 
;began  with  exhorting  her  to  put  her  trust  in 
Providence,  which  would  never  forsake  the 
•-cau.se  of  the  injured  widow  and  fatherless  : 
she  promised  to  assist  and  befriend  her  on 
all  occasions,  as  far  as  her  abilities  would 
reach  :  she  gradually  turned  the  conversation 
upon  the  family  of  the  Greaves  ;  and  by  de- 
grees informed  her,  that  Sir  Launcelot, 
liaving  learned  her  situation,  was  determined 
to  extricate  her  from  all  her  troubles.  Per- 
ceiving her  astonished,  and  deeply  affected 
at  this  intimation,  she  artfully  shifted  the 
discourse,  recommended  resignation  to  the 
divine  will,  and  observed,  that  this  circum- 
stance seemed  to  be  an  earnest  of  further 
happiness.  "  O  !  Pm  incapable  of  receiving 
more!"  cried  the  disconsolate  widow,  with 
streaming  eyes.  ♦'  Yet  I  ought  not  to  be 
surprised  at  any  blessing  tliat  flows  from 
that  quarter.  The  family  of  Greaves  were 
always  virtuous,  humane,  and  benevolent. 
This  yoimg  gentleman's  mother  was  my 
dear  lady  and  benefactress  :  he  himself  was 
Buckled  at  the.se  breasts.  O  !  he  was  the 
sweetest,  comeliest,  best-conditioned  babe  ! 
1  loved  not  mv  own  Greaves  with  greater 
aJfection — but  he,  alas  !  is  now  no  more  !" 
"  Have  patience,  srood  neighbour,"  said  the 
landlady  of  the  White  Hart,  "that  is  more 
than  you  have  any  right  to  afiirm — all  that 
you  know  of  the  matter  is  by  common  re- 
j)ort,  and  common  report  is  commonly  false  : 
♦x'sides.  T  ran  tell  you  1   have  seen  a  list  of 
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ship,  when  he  fought  tlje  French  in  tlie  East 
Indies,  and  your  son  was  not  in  the  number." 
To  this  intimation  she  replied,  atler  a  con- 
siderable pause, — "  Don't,  my  good  neigh- 
bour, don't  feed  me  with  false  hope.  Sly 
poor  Greaves  too  certainly  perished  in  a  fo- 
reign  land — yet  he  is  happy  ; — had  he  lived 
to  see  me  in  this  condition,  grief  would  soon 
have  put  a  period  to  his  days."  "  I  tell  you 
then,"  cried  the  visitant,  "  he  is  not  dead. 
I  have  seen  a  letter  that  mentions  his  being 
well  since  the  battle.  You  shall  come  along 
with  me — you  are  no  longer  a  prisoner,  but 
shall  live  at  my  house  comfortably,  till  your 
affairs  are  settled  to  your  wish." 

The  poor  widow  followed  her  in  silent 
astonishment,  and  was  immediately  accom- 
modated  with  necessaries. 

Next  morning  her  hostess  proceeded  with 
her  in  the  same  cautious  manner,  until  she 
was  assured  that  her  son  had  returned. 
Being  duly  prepared,  she  was  blessed  with  a 
sight  of  poor  Greaves,  and  fainted  away  in 
his  arms. 

We  shall  not  dwell  upon  this  tender  scene, 
because  it  is  but  of  a  secondar)'  concern  in 
the  history  of  our  knight-errant :  let  it  suffice 
to  say,  their  mutual  happiness  was  unspeak- 
able. She  was  afterwards  visited  by  Sir 
liauncelot,  whom  she  no  sooner  beheld, 
than,  springing  forwards  with  all  the  eager- 
ness  of  maternal  affection,  she  clasped  him 
to  her  breast,  crying. — "  My  dear  cliild  !  my 
Launcelot !  my  pride  !  my  darling  !  my  kind 
benefactor  !  This  is  not  the  first  time  I 
have  hugged  you  in  these  arms  I  O  !  you 
are  the  verj'  image  of  Sir  Everhard  in  his 
youth  ;  but  you  have  got  the  eyes,  the  com- 
plexion, the  sweetness  and  complacency  of 
my  dear  and  ever-honoured  lady."  This 
was  not  in  the  strain  of  hireling  praise  .  ^ut 
the  genuine  tribute  of  esteem  and  admira- 
tion. As  such,  it  could  not  but  be  agreeable 
to  our  hero,  who  undertook  to  procure  Oak, 
ley's  discharge,  and  settle  him  in  a  comfort- 
able farm  on  iiis  ov.-n  estate. 

In  the  mean  time  Greaves  went  with  a 
heavy  heart  to  the  house  of  farmer  Sedge 
moor,  where  he  found  Suky.  who  had  been 
prepared  for  his  reception,  in  a  transport  of 
)oy,  though  very  weak  and  greatly  emaciated. 
Nevertheless,  the  return  of  her  sweetheart 
had  such  a  happy  efl^ect  on  her  constitution, 
that  in  a  few  weeks  her  health  was  perfectly 
restored. 

This  adventure  of  our  knight  was  crowned 
with  every  happy  circumstance  that  could 
f*ive  pleasure  to  a  generous  mind.  The 
prisoners  were  released,  and  reinstated  in 
their  former  occupations.  The  justice  per- 
formed  his  articles  from  fear,  and  atlerwarda 
turned  over  a  new  leaf  from  remorse.  Young 
Oakley  was  married  to  Suky,  with  whom  he 
received  a  considerable  portion.  The  new- 
marred  couple  found  a  farm  ready  stocked 
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for  tlicrn  on  tlic  knight's  estate  ;  and  the 
mother  enjoyed  a  happy  retreat  in  the  cha- 
racter of  housekeeper  at  Greavcsbury-hall. 


CHAPTER  Xril. 

In  which  our  knight  is  tantalized  with  a 
'ransicnt  glimpse  of  felicity. 

The  success  of  our  adventurer,  which  we 
have  particularized  in  the  last  chapter,  could 
not  fail  of  enhancinof  his  character,  not  only 
amontr  those  who  knew  !iiin,but  also  ainongr 
the  people  of  the  town,  to  whom  he  was  not 
an  utter  stranger.  The  populace  surrounded 
the  house,  and  testified  their  approbation  in 
loud  huzzns.  Captain  Crowe  was  more  than 
ever  inspired  with  veneration  for  his  admired 
patron,  and  more  than  ever  determined  to 
pursue  his  footsteps  in  the  road  of  cliivalry. 
Fillet  and  his  friend  the  lawyer  could  not 
help  conceiving  an  affection,  and  even  a  pro- 
found esteem,  for  the  exalted  virtue,  the 
person,  and  accomplishments  of  the  knight, 
iushed  as  they  were  with  a  mixture  of  ex- 
travagance and  insanity.  Even  SirLaunce- 
lot  himself  was  elevated  to  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  self  complacency  on  the  fortunate 
issue  of  his  adventure,  and  became  more 
and  more  persuaded  that  a  kniglit-errant's 
profession  might  be  exercised,  even  in  Eng- 
land, to  the  advantage  of  the  community. 
The  only  person  of  the  company  who  seemed 
unanimated  with  thegenr-ral  satisfaction  was 
Mr  Thomas  Clarke.  He  had,  not  without 
good  reason,  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that 
knight-errantry  and  madness  were  synony- 
mous terms  ;  and  that  niadness,  though  ex- 
hibited in  the  most  advamagcnus  and  agree- 
able light,  could  not  change  its  nature,  but 
must  continue  a  perversion  of  sense  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter.  He  perceived  the  addi- 
tional impression  which  the  brain  of  his 
nncle  had  sustained,  from  the  happy  manner 
in  which  the  benevolence  of  Sir  Launcelot 
had  so  lately  operated  ;  and  began  to  fear  it 
would  be  in  a  little  time  quite  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  a  commission  of  lunacy, 
which  might  not  only  disgrace  the  family  of 
the  Crowes,  but  also  tend  to  invalidate  the 
eettlcment  which  the  captain  had  already 
made  in  favour  of  our  young  lawyer. 

Perplexed  with  these  cogitations,  Mr 
Clarke  appealed  to  our  adventurer's  own  re- 
flection. He  expatiated  upon  the  bad  con- 
sequences that  would  attend  his  uncle's 
perseverance  in  the  execution  of  a  scheme 
BO  foreign  to  his  faculties  ;  and  entreated 
him,  for  the  love  of  God,  to  divert  him  from 
his  purpose,  either  by  arguments  or  authority ; 
as,  of  all  mankind,  the  knight  alone  had 
gained  such  an  ascendency  over  his  spirits, 
that  he  would  listen  to  his  exhortations  with 
respect  and  submission. 

Our  adventurer  was  not  en  mad.  but  that 


he  saw  and  owned  the  rationality  of  these 
remarks.  He  readily  undertook  to  employ 
all  his  influence  with  Crowe  to  dissuade  him 
from  his  extravagant  desigr  ;  and  seized  the 
first  opportunity  of  being  alone  with  the 
captain,  to  signify  his  sentiments  on  this 
subject. — "Captain  Crowe,"  said  he,  "you 
are  then  determined  to  proceed  in  the  course 
of  knight-errantry  ?"  •«  I  am,"  replied  the 
seaman,  ♦'  with  God's  help,  d'ye  see,  and  the 
assistance  of  wind  and  weather — "  •♦  What 
dost  thou  talk  of  wind  and  weather!"  cried 
the  knight,  in  an  elevated  tone  of  affected 
transport,  "  without  the  help  of  heaven,  in- 
deed, we  are  all  vanity,  imbecility,  weakness 
and  wretchedness;  but  if  thou  art  resolved 
to  embrace  the  life  of  an  errant,  let  me  not 
hear  thee  so  much  as  whisper  a  doubt,  a 
wish,  a  hope,  or  sentiment,  with  respect  to 
any  other  obstacle,  which  wind  or  weather, 
fire  or  water,  sword  or  famine,  danger  or 
disappointment,  may  throw  in  the  way  of 
thy  career.  When  the  duty  of  thy  profess- 
ion calls,  thou  must  singly  rush  upon  innu- 
merable hosts  of  armed  men :  thou  must 
storm  the  breach  in  the  mouth  of  batteries 
loaded  with  death  and  destruction,  while 
every  step  thou  movest,  thou  art  exposed  to 
the  horrible  explosion  of  subterranean  mines, 
which,  being  sprung,  will  whirl  thee  aloft  in 
the  air,  a  mangled  corse,  to  feed  the  fowls  of 
heaven  ;  thou  must  leap  into  the  abyss  of 
dismal  caves  and  caverns,  replete  with  poi. 
sonous  toads  and  hissing  serpents :  thou 
must  plunge  into  seas  of  burning  sulphur: 
thou  must  launch  upon  the  ocean  in  a  crazy 
bark,  when  the  foaming  billows  roll  moun- 
tains high,  when  the  lightning  flashes,  the 
thunder  roars,  and  the  how'ling  tempest 
blows,  as  if  it  would  commix  the  jarring 
elements  of  air  and  water,  earth  and  fire, 
and  reduce  all  nature  to  the  original  anarchy 
of  chaos.  Thus  involved,  thou  must  turn 
thy  prow  full  against  the  fury  of  the  storm, 
and  stem  the  boisterous  surge  to  thy  destined 
port,  though  at  the  distance  of  a  thousand 
leagues — thou  must — " 

"  Avast,  avast,  brother,"  exclaimed  the 
impatient  Crowe,  "you  've  got  into  the  high 
latitudes,  d'ye  see  : — if  so  be  as  you  spank  it 
away  at  that  rate,  adad,  I  can't  continue  in 
tow — we  must  cast  cff  the  rope,  or  'ware 
timbers.  As  for  your  'osts  and  breecnes, 
and  hurling  alott,  d'ye  see,  your  caves  aiid 
caverns,  whistling  tuoads  and  serpents,  burn- 
ing  brimstone  and  foaming  billows,  we  musl 
take  our  hap  ;  I  value  'em  not  a  rotten  rat- 
line :  but  as  for  sailing  in  the  wind's  eye, 
brother,  you  must  give  me  leave — no  offence 
I  hope — I  pretend  to  bo  a  thorough-bred 
seaman,  d'ye  see — and  I'll  be  danin'd  if  you, 
or  e'er  an  arrant  that  broke  biscuit,  ever 
sailed  in  a  three-mast  vessel  within  five 
points  of  the  wind,  allowing  for  variation  ana 
lee-way. — No,  no,  brother,  none  of  your 
tricks  upon  travellers — I  a'n't  now  to  \c&rv 
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my  compass."  "  Tricks  I"  cried  llie  knight, 
starling-  up,  and  laying  his  hand  on  the  pum- 
mel of  his  sword,  "  what  !  suspect  my  hon- 
our?" 

Crow 3,  supposing  him  to  be  really  in- 
censed, interrupted  him  with  great  earnest- 
ness, saying, — "  Kay,  don't — what  apize  ! 
adds-buntlines  ! — I  didn't  go  to  give  you  the 
lie,  brother,  smite  my  limbs  :  I  only  said  as 
how  to  sail  in  the  wind's  eye  was  impossible." 
•'  And  I  say  unto  thee,"  resumed  the  knigiit, 
•'  nothing  is  impossible  to  a  true  knight- 
errant,  inspired  and  animated  by  love." 
'  And  I  say  unto  thee,"  lioUa'd  Crowe,  "  if  so 
be  as  how  love  pretends  to  turn  his  hav/se- 
holes  to  the  wind,  he's  no  seaman,  d'ye  see, 
but  a  snotty-nosed  lubberly  boy,  that  knows 
not  a  cat  from  a  capstan — a  don't." 

"  He  that  does  not  believe  that  love  is  an 
infallible  pilot  must  not  embark  upon  the 
*oyage  of  chivalry  ;  for,  ne.xt  to  the  protec- 
uon  of  heaven,  it  is  from  love  that  the  knight 
derives  all  his  prowess  and  glory.  The  bare 
name  of  his  mistress  invigorates  his  arm  : 
the  remembrance  of  her  beauty  infuses  into 
his  breast  the  most  heroic  sentiments  of 
courage ;  while  the  idea  of  her  chastity 
hedges  him  round  like  a  charm,  and  renders 
him  invulnerable  to  the  sword  of  his  anta- 
gonist. A  knight  without  a  mistress  is  a 
mere  non-entity,  or  at  least  a  monster  in 
nature,  a  pilot  without  compass,  a  ship  w'ith- 
out  rudder,  and  must  be  driven  to  and  fro 
upon  the  waves  of  discomfiture  and  dis- 
grace." 

"  An  that  be  all,"  replied  the  sailor,  '•  I 
told  you  before  as  how  I've  got  a  sweetheart, 
as  true  a  Jiearted  girl  as  ever  swung  in  can- 
vass.— What  tho'f  she  may  have  started  a 
hoop  in  rolling — that  signifies  nothing — I'll 
warrant  her  tight  as  a  nut-shell." 

"  She  must,  in  your  opinion,  be  a  paragon 
either  of  beauty  or  virtue.  Now,  as  you 
have  given  up  the  last,  you  must  uphold  her 
charms  unequalled,  and  her  person  without 
a  parallel."  "  I  do,  I  do  uphold  slie  will  sail 
upon  a  parallel  as  well  as  e'er  a  frigate  that 
was  rigged  to  tlie  northward  of  fifty." 

"At  that  rate,  she  must  rival  the  attrac- 
tions of  her  whom  I  adore ;  but  that,  I  say, 
t»  impossible  :  the  perfections  of  my  Aurelia 
we  altogether  supernatural ;  and  as  two 
suns  cannot  shine  together  in  the  same 
spliere  with  equa.  splendour,  so  I  affirm,  and 
will  prove  with  my  body,  tiiat  your  mistress, 
in  comparison  witn  mine,  is  as  a  glow-worm 
to  the  meridian  eun,  a  rush-light  to  the  full 
moon,  or  a  stale  mackarel's  eye  to  a  pearl 
of  orient."  "  Harkye,  brother,  you  might 
give  good  words,  however :  an  we  once  fall 
a  jawing,  d'ye  see,  I  can  heave  out  as  much 
bilgewater  as  another ;  and  since  you  be- 
smear my  sweetheart  Besselia,  I  can  as  well 
bedaub  your  mistiess  Aurelia,  whom  I  value 
HO  more  than  old  junk,  pork-slush,  or  stink- 
ms  fitockfish." 


"  Enough,  enough — such  blasphemy  shall 
not  pass  unchastised.  In  consideration  of 
our  having  fed  from  the  same  table,  and 
maintained  together  a  friendly,  though  short 
intercourse,  I  will  not  demand  the  combat 
before  you  are  duly  prepared,  l^roceed  to 
the  first  great  town  where  you  can  be  fur- 
nished with  horse  and  harnessing,  with  arms 
offensive  and  defensive ;  provide  a  trusty 
squire,  assume  a  motto  and  device,  declare 
yourself  a  son  of  chivalry,  and  proclaim  the 
excellence  of  her  who  rules  your  heart.  I 
shall  fetch  a  compass  ;  and  wheresoever  we 
may  chance  to  meet,  let  us  engage  with 
equal  arms  in  mortal  combat,  that  shall  de- 
cide and  determine  this  dispute." 

So  saying,  our  adventurer  stalked  with 
great  solemnity  into  another  apartment ; 
while  Crowe,  being  sufficiently  irritated, 
snapped  his  fingers  in  token  of  defiance. 
Honest  Crowe  thought  himself  scurvily  used 
by  a  man  whom  he  had  cultivated  with  such 
humility  and  veneration  ;  and,  after  an  inco- 
herent ejaculation  of  sea  oaths,  went  in  quest 
of  his  nephew,  in  order  to  make  him  ac- 
quainted with  this  unlucky  transaction. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Launcelot  having 
ordered  supper,  retired  into  his  own  cham- 
ber, and  gave  a  loose  to  the  most  tender 
emotions  of  his  heart.  He  recollected  all 
the  fond  ideas  which  had  been  excited  in  the 
course  of  his  correspondence  with  the  charm- 
ing  Aurelia.  He  remembered  with  horror 
the  cruel  letter  he  had  received  from  that 
young  lady,  containing  a  formal  renunciation 
of  his  attachment ;  so  unsuitable  to  Ihu 
whole  tenor  of  her  character  and  conduct. 
He  revolved  the  late  adventure  of  the  coach, 
and  the  declaration  of  Mr  Clarke,  with  equal 
eagerness  and  astonishment ;  and  was  seized 
with  the  most  ardent  desire  of  uniavelling  a 
mystery  so  interesting  to  the  predominant 
passion  of  his  heart.  All  these  mingled  con- 
siderations produced  a  kind  of  ferment  in 
the  economy  of  his  mind,  v/hich  subsided 
into  a  profound  reverie,  compounded  of  hope 
and  perplexity. 

From  this  trance  he  was  waked  by  the 
arrival  of  his  squire,  who  entered  the  room 
with  the  blood  trickling  over  his  nose,  and 
stood  before  him  without  speaking.  When 
the  knight  asked  whose  livery  was  that  he 
wore,  he  replied, — "  'Tis  your  honour's  own 
livery : — I  received  it  on  your  account,  and 
hope  as  you  will  quit  tlie  score."  Then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  inform  his  master,  thi,  \  two  officers 
of  the  army  having  come  into  the  kitchen, 
insisted  upon  having  for  their  supper  the 
victuals  which  Sir  Launceiot  had  bespcikc ; 
and  that  he,  the  squire,  objecting  to  the  pro- 
posal, one  of  them  had  seized  the  poker,  and 
basted  him  with  his  own  blood ;  that,  when 
he  told  them  he  be!  mged  to  a  knight-errant, 
and  threatentkd  tiie.n  with  the  vengeance  of 
his  master,  they  cursed  and  abused  him, 
calling  "iiin  Sancho   Panza,  and  such  dr>ij'9 
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aamea ;  an  J  bjdc  him  tell  liis  master  Don 
Quickeot,  that,  if  he  made  any  noise,  they 
would  confine  Iiiin  to  his  cnge,  and  lie  witli 
liis  mistress  Dulcinea. — "  To  be  sure,  sir," 
said  lie,  "  they  thou^^ht  you  ns  great  a  nin- 
compoop as  your  squire — trim-tram,  like 
master  like  man ; — but  I  hope  as  how 
you  will  give  tliein  a  Rowland  for  their 
Oliver." 

"Miscreant!"  cried  the  knight,  "you  have 
provoked  the  gentlemen  witii  your  imperti- 
nence, and  they  have  chas'.ised  you  as  you 
deserve.  I  tull  thee,  Crabshaw,  they  have 
saved  me  tiic  trouble  of  punishing  thcc  with 
my  own  hands  ;  and  well  it  is  for  thcc,  sinner 
as  thou  art,  that  tiicy  themselves  have  per- 
formed the  office  ;  for,  had  they  complained 
to  me  of  thy  insolence  and  rusticity,  by 
Heaven  !  I  would  have  made  thee  an  exam- 
ple to  all  the  impudent  squires  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth.  Ilence,  then,  avannt,  caitiff! 
Let  his  majesty's  officers,  who  perhaps  are 
fatigued  with  hard  duty  in  the  service  of 
their  country,  comfort  themselves  with  the 
supper  which  was  intended  for  me,  and  leave 
me  undisturbed  to  my  own  meditations." 

Timothy  did  not  require  a  repetition  of 
this  command,  which  he  forthwith  obeyed, 
growling  within  himself,  that  thenceforward 
he  should  let  every  cuckold  wear  his  own 
horns ;  but  he  could  not  help  entertaining 
eome  doubts  with  respect  to  the  courage  of 
his  master,  who,  he  supposed,  was  one  of 
those  Hectors  who  have  their  fighting  days, 
but  are  not  at  all  times  equally  prepared  for 
the  combat. 

The  knight,  having  taken  a  slight  repast, 
retired  to  his  repose,  and  had  for  some  time 
enjoyed  a  very  agreeablo%slumber,  when  he 
was  startled  by  a  knocking  at  his  chamber- 
door.  "  I  beg  your  honour's  pardon,"  said 
t!ie  landlady,  "  but  there  are  two  uncivil 
persons  in  the  kitchen,  who  have  well  nigh 
turned  my  whole  liouso  topsy-turvy.  Not 
content  with  laying  violent  hands  on  your 
honour's  supper,  they  want  to  bo  nule  to 
two  young  ladies  who  are  just  arrived,  and 
have  called  for  a  post-cliaise  to  go  on. 
They  are  afraid  to  open  tiieir  chamber-door 
to  get  out ;  and  tiie  young  lawyer  is  like  to 
be  murdered  for  taking  the  ladies'  part." 

Sir  Launcelot,  though  he  refused  to  take 
notice  of  the  insult  which  had  been  offered  to 
himself,  no  sooner  heard  of  the  distress  of  the 
ladies,  than  he  started  np,  huddled  on  his 
clothes,  and,  girding  his  sword  to  his  loins,  ad- 
vanced with  a  deliberate  pace  to  the  kitchen, 
where  he  perceived  Thomas  Clarke  warmly 
engaged  in  altercation  with  a  couple  of  young 
3<cn  dressed  in  regimentals,  who,  with  a 
peculiar  air  of  arrogance  and  ferocity,  treat- 
ed him  with  great  insolence  and  contempt. 
Tom  was  endeavouring  to  persuade  them, 
that,  in  the  constitution  of  England,  the 
militAry  was  always  subservient  to  the  civil 
jpowol ;  and  that  their  behaviour  to  a  couple 


of  helpless  young  women,  was  not  only  un- 
becoming gentlemen,  but  c.xprctsly  contrary 
to  the  law,  inasmuch  as  they  might  be  sued 
tor  an  assault  on  an  action  of  damages. 

To  this  remonstrance  the  two  heroes  io 
red  replied  by  a  volley  of  dreadful  oaths,  in- 
termingled with  threats,  which  put  the  law- 
yer in  some  pain  for  his  ears. 

While  one  thus  endeavoured  to  intimidale 
honest  Tom  Clarke,  the  other  thundered  at 
tlic  door  of  the  apartment  to  which  the  ladies 
had  retired,  demanding  admittance,  but  re- 
ceived no  other  answer  than  a  loud  shriek. 
Our  adventurer  advancing  to  this  uncivil 
champion,  accosted  him  thus,  in  a  grave  and 
solemn  tone. — "  Assuredly  I  could  not  have 
believed,  except  upon  the  evidence  of  my 
own  senses,  that  persons  who  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  gentlemen,  and  bear  his  majesty's 
honourable  commission  in  the  army,  could 
behave  so  wide  of  the  decorum  due  to  so- 
ciety, of  a  proper  respect  to  the  laws,  of  that 
humanity  which  we  owe  to  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, and  that  delicate  regard  for  the  fair 
sex,  which  ought  to  prevail  in  the  breast  of 
every  gentleman,  and  which,  in  particular, 
dignifies  the  character  of  a  soldier.  To 
whom  shall  that  weaker,  though  more  amia- 
ble, part  of  the  creation  fiy  for  protection, 
if  they  are  insulted  and  outraged  by  tlioso 
whose  more  immediate  duty  it  is  to  afford 
them  security  and  defence  from  injury  and 
violence !  What  right  have  you,  or  any 
man  upon  earth,  to  excite  riot  in  a  public 
inn,  which  may  be  deemed  a  temple  sacred 
to  hospitality ;  to  disturb  the  quiet  of  your 
fellow  guests,  some  of  tliem  perhaps  ex- 
hausted by  fatigue ;  some  of  them  invaded 
by  distemper;  to  interrupt  the  king's  lieges 
in  their  course  of  journeying  upon  their  law- 
ful occasions]  Above  all,  what  motive  bot 
wanton  barbarity  could  prompt  you  to  violate 
the  apartment,  and  terrify  the  tender  hearts 
of  two  helpless  young  ladies,  travelling,  no 
doubt,  upon  some  cruel  emergency,  which 
compels  them,  unattended,  to  encounter  in 
the  night  the  dangers  of  the  highway?" 

"  Hearkye,  Don  Bethlem,"  said  the  cap- 
tain, strutting  up,  and  cocking  his  hat  in  the 
face  of  our  adventurer,  "you  may  be  as  mad 
as  e'er  a  straw-crowned  monarch  in  Moor- 
fields,  for  aught  I  care  ;  but,  damme  !  don't 
you  be  saucy,  otherwise  I  shall  dub  your 
worship  with  a  good  stick  across  your  shoul- 
ders." "How!  petulant  boy!"  cried  the 
knight,  "since  you  are  so  ignorant  of  urba- 
nity, I  will  give  you  a  lesson  that  you  shall 
not  easily  forget."  So  saying,  he  unsheath- 
ed his  sword,  and  called  upon  the  soldier  to 
draw  in  his  defence. 

The  reader  may  have  seen  the  physiog- 
nomy of  a  stockholder  at  Jonathan's  when 
the  rebels  were  at  Derby,  or  the  features 
of  a  bard  when  accosted  by  a  bailiff,  or  the 
countenance  of  an  alderman  when  his  banker 
stops  payment ;  if  he  has  seen  eitlier  of  ihrnw; 
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phenomena,  he  may  conceive  the  appearance 
that  was  now  exliibited  by  the  visage  of  the 
ferocious  captain,  when  tiie  naked  sword  of 
Sir  Launcelot  glanced  before  his  eyes.  P'ar 
from  attempting  to  produce  his  own,  which 
was  of  imconscionable  length,  he  stood  mo- 
tionless as  a  statue,  staring  with  the  most 
ghastly  look  of  terror  and  astonishment. 
His  companion,  who  partook  of  his  panic, 
gecing  matters  brought  to  a  very  serious 
crisis,  interposed  with  a  crest-fallen  counte- 
nance, assuring  Sir  Launcelot  they  had  no 
intention  to  quarrel,  and  what  they  liad  done 
was  entirely  for  the  sake  of  the  frolic. 

"By  such  frolics,"  cried  the  knight,  "you 
become  nuisances  to  society,  bring  yourselves 
into  contempt,  and  disgrace  the  corps  to 
which  you  belong.  I  now  perceive  the  truth 
of  the  observation,  that  cruelty  always  resides 
with  cowardice.  My  contempt  is  changed 
into  compassion  ;  and  as  you  are  probably  of 
good  families,  I  must  insist  upon  tliis  young 
man's  drawing  his  sword,  and  acquitting 
himself  in  such  a  manner  as  may  screen  him 
from  the  most  infamous  censure  which  an 
officer  can  undergo."  "  Lack-a-day,  sir," 
gaid  the  other,  "  we  are  no  officers,  but 
'prentices  to  two  London  haberdasliers,  trav- 
ellers for  orders.  Captain  is  a  good  travel- 
ling name,  and  we  have  dressed  ourselves 
like  officers  to  procure  more  respect  upon 
the  road." 

The  knight  said  he  was  very  glad,  for  the 
honour  of  the  service,  to  find  they  were  im- 
postors, though  they  deserved  to  be  chas- 
tised for  arrogating  to  themselves  an  lion- 
ourable  character,  which  they  had  not  spirii 
to  sustain. 

These  words  were  scarce  pronounced,  when 
Mr  Clarke  approaching  one  of  tiie  bravadoes, 
who  had  threatened  to  crop  liis  ears,  be- 
stowed such  a  benediction  on  his  jaw  as  he 
could  not  receive  without  immediate  humili- 
ation ;  while  Timothy  Crabshaw,  smarting- 
from  his  broken  head  and  his  want  of  supper, 
saluted  the  other  with  a  Yorkshire  hug,  tiiat 
laid  him  across  the  body  of  his  companion. 
In  a  word,  the  two  pseudo-officers  were  very 
roughly  handled  for  their  presumption  in 
pretending  to  act  characters  for  which  they 
were  so  ill  qualified. 

While  Clarke  and  Crabshaw  were  thus 
laudably  employed,  the  two  young  ladies 
passed  through  the  kitchen  so  suddenly,  that 
the  knight  had  only  a  transient  glimpse  of 
their  backs,  and  they  disappeared  before  he 
could  possibly  make  a  tender  of  his  services. 
The  truth  is,  they  dreaded  nothing  so  nnich  as 
dieir  being  discovered,  and  took  the  first  op- 
portunity of  gliding  into  the  chaise,  which  had 
Seen  for  some  time  waiting  in  the  passage. 

Mr  Clarke  was  much  more  disconcerted 
than  uur  adventurer  by  their  sudden  escape. 
Ue  ran  with  great  eagerness  to  the  door, 
and,  perceiving  they  were  flown,  returned  to 
Wir  liuuncelot,  saying, — "  Lord  bless  my  soul, 


sir,  didn't  you  see  who  it  was  ?"  "  Hah  . 
how  1"  exclaimed  the  kniglit,  reddening  witn 
alarm,  "who  was  it?"  "One  of  tliem," 
replied  the  lawyer,  "  was  Dolly,  our  old  land- 
lady's daughter  at  the  Black  Lion.  I  knew  her 
when  first  she  alighted,  notwithstanding  her 
being  neatly  dressed  in  a  green  Joseph,  which, 
I'll  assure  you,  sir,  becomes  her  remarkably 
well.  I'd  never  desire  to  see  a  prettier  crea- 
ture. As  for  the  other,  she's  a  very  genteel 
woman  ;  but  whether  old  or  young,  ugly  or 
handsome,  I  can't  pretend  to  say,  fur  she  was 
masked.  I  had  just  time  to  salute  Dolly, 
and  ask  a  few  questions  ;  but  all  she  could 
tell  me  was,  that  the  masked  lady's  name 
was  Miss  Meadows  ;  and  that  she,  Dolly, 
was  hired  as  her  waiting-woman." 

When  the  name  of  Meadows  was  men- 
tioned, Sir  Launcelot,  whose  spirits  had  been 
in  violent  commotion,  became  suddenly  calm 
and  serene,  and  he  began  to  conimunicate  to 
Clarke  the  dialogue  wliich  had  passed  be- 
tween him  and  Captain  Crowe,  when  the 
hostess,  addressing  herself  to  our  errant, — 
"  Well,"  said  she,  "  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  accommodate  many  ladies  of  the  first 
fashion  at  the  White  Hart,  both  young  and 
old,  proud  and  lowly,  ordinary  and  handsome ; 
but  such  a  miracle  as  Miss  Meadows  I  never 
yet  did  see.  Lord,  let  me  never  thrive  but 
I  think  she  is  of  something  more  than  a 
human  creature  ! — O  !  had  your  honour  bul 
set  eyes  on  her,  you  would  have  said  it  was 
a  vision  from  heaven,  a  cherubim  of  beauty! — - 
For  my  part,  I  can  hardly  think  it  was  any 
thing  but  a  dream — then  so  meek,  so  mild, 
so  good-natured,  and  generous  I  I  say, 
blessed  is  the  young  woman  who  tends  upon 
such  a  heavenly  creature  : — and,  poor  dear 
young  lady  !  she  seems  to  be  under  grief  and 
afHiction,  for  the  tears  stole  down  her  lovely 
cheeks,  and  looked  for  all  the  world  like 
orient  pearl." 

Sir  Launcelot  listened  attentively  to  the 
description,  which  reminded  him  of  liis  dear 
Aurelia,  and,  sighing  bitterly,  wilndrew  to 
his  own  apartment. 


CHAPTER  XIV 

Which  shows,  that  a  man  cannot  always  sip 
when  the  cup  is  at  his  lip 

Those  who  have  felt  the  doubts,  the  jea- 
lousies, the  resentmeUs,  the  humiliations; 
the  hopes,  the  despair,  the  impatience,  and 
in  a  word,  the  infinite  disquiets  of  love,  wil. 
be  able  to  conceive  the  sea  of  agitation  on 
which  our  adventurer  was  tossed  all  night 
long,  without  repose  or  intermission.  S^me 
times  he  resolved  to  employ  all  his  industry 
and  address  in  discovering  the  place  in  whicli 
Aurelia  was  sequestered,  that  he  might  res- 
cue her  from  the  supposed  restraint  to  which 
she  had  been  subjected.     But  when  his  heart 
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beat  Jiigh  with  the  anticipation  of  tliis  ex- 
ploit, lio  was  siuldeiily  invaded,  and  all  ins 
ardour  cliecked,  l)y  the  remembrance  of  that 
fatal  letter,  wnltcn  and  sijrncd  by  iier  own 
hand,  whicii  had  divorced  hiiu  from  ail  hope, 
imd  lirst  unsettled  his  under.standin<r.  The 
emotions  waked  by  tiiis  remembrance  were 
60  stronir,  ihat  he  leajjed  from  tiie  bed,  and, 
U>e  fire  beinjf  still  burninfj  in  the  chimney, 
lighted  a  candle,  that  he  miglit  once  more 
banquet  his  spleen  by  readint^  the  oriirinal 
■jillet,  which,  loijetiier  with  the  rinar  he  had 
received  from  .Miss  Darnel's  mother,  he  kept 
in  a  small  box,  carefully  deposited  v.ithin 
his  portmanteau.  Tliis  bein^  instantly  un- 
locked, he  unfolded  the  paper,  and  recited 
the  contents  in  these  words  : 
"  Sir, 

"  Obliged  as  I  am  by  the  passion  you  pro- 
fess, and  the  eagerness  with  which  you 
endeavour  to  give  me  the  most  convincing 
proof  of  your  regard,  I  feel  some  reluctance 
in  making  you  acquainted  with  a  circum- 
stance, which,  in  all  probability,  you  will  not 
learn  without  some  disquiet.  But  the  affair 
is  become  so  interesting,  I  am  compelled  to 
tell  you,  that  however  agreeable  your  propo- 
sals may  have  been  to  those  whom  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  please  by  every  reasonable 
concession;  and  howsoever  you  may  have 
been  flattered  by  the  seeming  complacency 
with  whicii  J  have  heard  your  addresses,  I 
now  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  speak  in 
a  decisive  strain,  to  assure  you,  that,  without 
sacrificing  my  own  peace,  I  cannot  admit  a 
continuation  of  your  corres|X)ndence  ;  and 
that  your  regard  fur  me  will  be  best  shown 
by  your  desisting  from  a  pursuit  which  is 
altogether  inconsistent  with  the  happiness  of 
"AuREMA  Darnel." 
Having  pronounced  aloud  the  words  that 
composed  this  dismission,  he  hastily  replaced 
the  cruel  scroll,  and,  being  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  hand  to  harbour  the  least 
doubt  of  its  being  genuine,  threw  himself 
tiito  his  bed  in  a  transport  of  despair,  mingled 
svith  resentment;  during  the  predominancy 
of  which  he  determined  to  proceed  in  the 
career  of  adventure,  and  endeavour  to  forget 
the  unkindness  of  his  mistress  amidst  the 
avocations  of  knight-errantry. 

Such  was  the  resolution  that  governed  his 
thouglite,  when  he  rose  in  the  morning, 
ordered  Crabshaw  to  saddle  Bronzomarte, 
an<'  demanded  a  bill  of  his  expense.  Before 
these  orders  could  be  executed,  the  good 
woman  of  the  house,  entering  his  apartment, 
told  him,  with  marks  of  concern,  that  the 
poor  young  lady.  Miss  Meadows,  had  drop- 
ped iier  pocket-book  in  the  next  chamber, 
where  it  was  found-by  the  hostess,  who  now 
presented  it  unopened. 

Our  knight  having  called  m  Mrs  Oakley 
and  her  son  as  witnesses,  unfolded  the  book 
without  reading  one  syllable  of  the  contents, 
jud  found  in  it  five  bank-notes,  amounting 


to  two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds.  Perceiv- 
ing  at  once  that  the  loss  of  this  treasure 
might  be  attended  with  the  most  embarrass- 
ing consequences  to  the  owner,  and  rellect- 
ing  that  this  was  a  case  wiiich  demanded 
the  immediate  interposition  and  assistance 
of  chivalry,  he  declared  tliat  he  himself 
would  convey  it  safely  into  the  hands  of 
Miss  Meadows;  and  desired  to  know  the 
road  she  had  |)ursued,  that  he  might  set  out 
in  quest  of  her  without  a  moment's  delay. 
It  was  not  without  some  diliicully  that  this 
information  was  obtained  from  the  post-boy, 
who  had  been  enjoine.i  to  secrecy  by  the 
lady,  and  even  gratified  witli  a  handsome 
reward  for  his  ])romised  discretion.  The 
same  method  was  used  to  make  him  disgorge 
his  trust;  he  undertook  to  conduct  Sir  Laun- 
celot,  who  hired  a  post-chaise  lor  dispatch, 
and  immediately  departed,  after  having  di- 
rected his  squire  to  follow  his  track  with 
the  horses. 

Yet,  .vhatever  haste  he  made,  it  is  abso- 
lutely  necessary,  for  the  reader's  satisfaction, 
that  we  should  outstrip  the  chaise,  and  visit 
the  ladies  before  his  arrival.  We  shall, 
therefore,  without  circumlocution,  premise, 
that  Miss  Meadows  was  no  other  than  that 
paragon  of  beauty  and  goodness,  the  all- 
accmnplished  Miss  Aurelia  Darnel.  She  had, 
with  that  meekness  of  resignation  peculiar 
to  herself,  for  some  years  submitted  to  every 
species  of  oppression  which  her  uncle's 
tyranny  of  disposition  could  plan,  and  hia 
unlimited  power  of  guardianship  execute,  till 
at  length  it  rose  to  such  a  pitch  of  despotism 
as  she  could  not  endure.  He  had  projected 
a  match  between  his  niece  and  one  Philip 
Sycamore,  Esq.  a  young  man  who  possessed 
a  pretty  considerable  estate  in  the  north 
country,  who  liked  Aurelia's  person,  but  was 
enamoured  of  her  fortune,  and  had  offered 
to  purchase  Anthony's  interest  and  alliance 
with  certain  concessions,  which  could  not 
but  be  agreeable  to  a  man  of  loose  i)rinciples, 
who  would  have  found  it  a  difficult  task  to 
settle  the  accounts  of  his  wardship. 

According  to  the  present  estimate  of  mat- 
rimonial felicity,  Sycamore  might  have  found 
admittance  as  a  future  son-in-law  to  any  pri- 
vate family  of  the  kingdom.  He  was  by  birth 
a  gentleman,  tall,  straight,  and  muscular, 
with  a  fair,  sleek,  unmeaning  face,  that  pro- 
mised more  simplicity  than  ill-nature.  His 
education  had  not  been  neglected,  and  he  in- 
herited  an  estate  of  five  thousand  a-year.  Miss 
Darnel,  however,  had  penetration  enough  to 
discover  and  despise  him,  as  a  strange  com- 
position of  rapacity  and  profusion,  absurdity 
and  good  sense,  hashfiilness  and  impudence 
self-conceit  and  ditrnlence,  awkwardness  and 
ostentation,  insolence  and  good-nature,  rash- 
ness and  timidity.  He  was  continually  sur- 
roundeil  and  preyed  upon  by  certain  vermin, 
called  led  cai)tains  and  buff;)ons,  wiio  showe<J 
him  in  leading-strings,  like  a  sucking  giant 


264 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


rirted  his  pockets  without  ceremony,  ridiculed 
him  to  his  face,  traduced  his  character,  and 
exposed  him  in  a  thousand  ludicrous  attitudes 
for  the  diversion  of  the  public  :  while  at  the 
same  time  he  knew  their  knavery,  saw  their 
drift,  detested  their  morals,  and  despised 
their  understanding.  lie  was  so  infatuated 
by  indolence  of  thought,  and  communication 
with  folly,  that  he  would  have  rather  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  led  into  a  ditch  with 
company,  than  be  at  the  pains  of  going  over 
i  bridge  alone ;  and  involved  himself  in  a 
thousand  difficulties,  the  natural  consequen- 
ces of  an  error  in  the  first  concoction,  wliich, 
though  he  plainly  saw  it,  he  had  not  resolu- 
tion enough  to  avoid. 

Such  was  the  character  of  Squire  Syca- 
more, who  professed  himself  the  rival  of  Sir 
Launcelot  Greaves  in  the  good  graces  of 
Miss  Aurelia  Darnel.  He  liad  in  this  pursuit 
persevered  with  more  constancy  and  forti- 
tude than  he  ever  exerted  in  any  other  in- 
Btanco.  Being  generally  needy  from  extra- 
vagance, he  was  stimulated  by  his  wants, 
and  animated  by  his  vanity,  which  was  art- 
full}'  instigated  by  his  followers,  who  hoped 
to  share  the  spoils  of  his  success.  These 
motives  were  reinforced  by  the  incessant 
and  eager  exhortations  of  Anthony  Darnel, 
who,  seeing  his  ward  in  the  last  year  of  her 
minority,  thought  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lost  in  securing  his  own  indemnification, 
and  snatching  his  niece  for  ever  from  the 
hopes  of  Sir  Launcelot,  whom  he  now  hated 
with  redoubled  animosity.  Finding  Aurelia 
deaf  to  all  his  remonstrances,  proof  against 
ill  usage,  and  resolutely  averse  to  the  pro- 
posed union  with  Sycamore,  he  endeavoured 
to  detach  her  thoughts  from  Sir  Launcelot, 
by  forging  tales  to  the  prejudice  of  his  con- 
stancy and  moral  character,  and,  finally,  by 
recapitulating  the  proofs  and  instances  of 
his  distraction,  which  he  particularized  with 
the  most  malicious  exaggerations. 

In  spite  of  all  iiis  arts,  he  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  surmount  lier  objections  to  the 
purposed  alliance,  and  therefore  changed 
liis  battery.  Instead  of  transferring  her  to 
the  arms  of  his  friend,  he  resolved  to  detain 
her  in  his  own  power  by  a  legal  claim,  which 
would  invest  him  witii  the  uncontrolled  man- 
agement of  her  aflairs.  This  was  a  charge 
of  lunacy,  in  consequence  of  which  he  hoped 
to  obtain  a  commission,  to  secure  a  jury  to 
his  wish,  and  be  appointed  sole  committee 
of  her  person,  as  well  as  steward  on  her  es- 
tate, of  which  he  would  then  be  heir  appa- 
rent. 

As  th"  fir^t  steps  towards  the  execution 
of  this  honest  scheme,  he  had  subjected  Au- 
relia to  the  superintendency  and  direction  of 
tui  o.d  duenna,  who  had  been  formerly  the 
procuress  of  his  pleasures  ;  and  hired  a  new 
set  of  servants,  who  were  given  to  under- 
iitand,  at  their  first  admission,  that  the  young 
lady  was  disordered  in  her  brain. 


An  impression  of  this  nature  is  easily  pre- 
served among  servants,  wiien  the  master  of 
the  family  thinks  his  interest  is  concerned 
in  supporting  the  imposture.  The  melan- 
choly produced  from  her  confinement,  and 
thevivacity  of  her  resentment  under  ill-usage, 
were,  by  the  address  of  Anthony,  and  the 
prepossession  of  his  domestics,  perverted 
into  the  effects  of  insanity  ;  and  the  same 
interpretation  was  strained  upon  :ier  most 
indifferent  words  and  actions. 

The  tidings  of  Miss  Darnel's  disorder 
were  carefully  circulated  in  whispers,  and 
soon  reached  the  ears  of  Mr  Sycamore,  who 
was  not  at  all  pleased  with  the  information. 
From  the  knowledge  of  Anthony's  disposi- 
tion, he  suspected  the  truth  of  the  report ; 
and,  unwilling  to  see  such  a  prize  ravished 
from  his  grasp,  he,  with  the  advice  and  as- 
sistance of  his  myrmidons,  resolved  to  set 
the  captive  at  liberty,  in  full  hope  of  turning 
the  adventure  to  his  own  advantage  ;  for  he 
argued  in  this  manner: — "If  she  is  in  fact 
compos  mentis,  her  gratitude  will  operate  in 
my  behalf,  and  even  prudence  will  advise  her 
to  embrace  the  proffered  asylum  from  the 
villainy  of  her  uncle.  If  she  is  really  dis- 
ordered, it  will  be  no  great  difficulty  to  de- 
ceive her  into  marriage,  and  then  I  become 
her  trustee  of  course." 

The  plan  was  well  conceived,  but  Syca- 
more had  not  discretion  enough  to  keep  his 
own  counsel.  From  weakness?  and  vanity, 
he  blabbed  the  design,  wliich,  in  a  little  time, 
was  communicated  to  Antliony  Darnel,  and 
he  took  his  precautions  accordingly.  Being 
infirm  in  his  own  person,  and  consequently 
unfit  for  opposing  the  violence  of  some  des- 
peradoes, whom  he  knew  to  be  the  satellites 
of  Sycamore,  he  prepared  a  private  retreat 
for  his  ward  at  the  house  of  an  old  gentle- 
man, the  companion  of  his  youth,  whom  he 
had  imposed  upon  v/ith  the  fiction  of  her 
being  disordered  in  her  understanding,  and 
amused  with  a  story  of  a  dangerous  design 
upon  her  person.  Thus  cautioned  and  in- 
structed, the  gentleman  had  gone  with  his 
own  coach  and  servants  to  receive  Aurelia 
and  her  governante  at  a  third  house,  to 
which  she  had  been  privately  removed  from 
her  uncle's  habitation  ;  and  in  this  journey 
it  was  that  she  had  been  so  accidentally  pro- 
tected from  the  violence  of  the  robbers  by 
the  interposition  and  prowess  of  our  adven- 
turer. 

As  he  did  not  wear  his  helmet  in  that  ex- 
ploit, she  recognized  his  features  as  he  pass- 
ed the  coach,  and,  struck  with  the  appari- 
tion, shrieked  aloud.  She  had  been  assu- 
red by  her  guardian  that  his  design  was  tc 
convoy  her  to  her  own  house  ;  but  perceiv- 
ing in  the  sequel  that  the  carriage  struck  of! 
upon  a  different  road,  and  finding  herself 
in  the  hands  of  strangers,  she  began  to  dread 
a  much  more  disagreeable  fate,  and  con- 
ceived doubts  and  ideas  that  filled  her  ten- 
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dor  heart  with  horror  and  allliction.  Wlien 
eiie  expostulated  with  tho  duenna,  slic  was 
treated  like  a  chanrrelinn-,  admonished  to  be 
quiet,  and  reminded  tiiat  she  was  under  the 
direction  of  tiiose  who  would  manaj^o  her 
with  a  tender  regard  to  her  own  welfare, 
and  the  honour  of  her  family.  VV'iien  she 
addressed  herself  to  the  old  pentlcman,  who 
was  not  much  subject  to  the  emotions  of 
humanity,  and  besides  firmly  persuaded  that 
nhe  was  deprived  of  her  reason,  he  made  no 
answer,  but  laid  his  finger  on  his  mouth,  by 
way  of  cnjoiniiiL,'  silence. 

This  mysterious  behaviour  ajjcrravated  the 
fears  of  the  poor  hapless  younjf  lady ;  and 
her  terrors  waxed  so  strong,  that  when  she 
saw  Tom  Clarke,  whose  face  she  knew,  she 
called  aloud  for  assistance,  and  even  pro- 
nounced the  name  of  his  patron.  Sir  Laun- 
celot  (ireaves,  which  she  imagined  might 
stimulate  him  the  more  to  attempt  something 
for  her  deliverance. 

The  reader  has  already  been  informed  in 
what  manner  the  endeavours  of  Tom  and  his 
uncle  miscarried.  Miss  Darnel's  new  keep- 
er having,  in  the  course  of  his  journey,  halt- 
ed for  refreshment  at  the  Black  Lion,  of 
which,  being  landlord,  lie  believed  the  good 
woman  and  her  family  were  entirely  devoted 
to  his  will  and  pleasure. :  Anrclia  found  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  in  private  to  Dolly, 
who  had  a  very  prepossessing  appearance. 
She  conveyed  a  purse  of  money  into  the 
hands  of  this  young  woman,  telling  her, 
while  the  tears  trickled  down  her  cheeks, 
that  she  was  a  young  lady  of  fortune,  in  dan- 
ger, as  she  apprehended,  of  assassination. 
This  hint,  which  she  communicated  in  a 
whisper,  while  the  governantc  stood  at  the 
other  end  of  the  room,  was  sufficient  to  in- 
terest the  compassionate  Dolly  in  her  be- 
half. As  soon  as  the  coach  departed,  she 
made  her  mother  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
action ;  and  as  they  naturally  concluded  that 
the  young  lady  expected  their  assistance, 
they  reso'ved  to  approve  themselves  worthy 
of  her  corfidonce. 

Dolly  having  enlisted  in  their  design  a 
trusty  countryman,  one  of  her  own  professed 
admirers,  they  set  out  together  for  the  house 
of  the  gentleman  in  which  the  fair  prisoner 
was  confined,  and  waited  for  her  in  secret  at 
the  end  of  a  pleasant  park,  in  which  they 
naturally  concluded  she  might  be  indulged 
with  the  privilege  of  taking  the  air.  The 
event  justified  tlieir  conception;  on  the  very 
first  day  of  their  watch  they  saw  her  ap- 
proach, accompanied  by  her  duenna.  Dolly 
and  her  attendant  immediately  tied  their 
horses  to  a  stake,  and  retired  info  a  thicket, 
which  Aurclia  did  not  fail  to  enter.  Dolly 
forthwith  appeared,  and,  taking  her  by  the 
hand,  led  her  to  the  horses,  one  of  which 
she  mounted  in  the  utmost  hurry  and  trepi- 
dation, while  the  countryman  bound  the 
duonin  with  a  cord  prepared  for  the  purpose, 
5  B*  C8 


gagged  her  mouth,  and  tied  her  to  a  tree, 
where  he  lefl  her  to  nor  own  meditations. 
Then  he  mounted  beti)re  Dolly  and  through 
unfrequented  paths  conducted  his  charge  to 
an  inn  on  the  post-road,  where  a  chaise  was 
ready  for  their  reception. 

As  he  refused  to  proceed  farther,  lest  his 
absence  from  ins  own  home  should  create 
suspicion,  Aurelia  rewarded  him  liberally, 
but  would  not  part  with  her  faithful  Dolly, 
who  indeed  had  no  incliiiatioii  to  be  dis- 
charged ;  such  an  atlection  and  attachment 
had  she  already  acquired  for  the  amiable 
fugitive,  though  she  knew  neither  her  story 
nor  her  true  name.  Aurelia  thought  ])roper 
to  conceal  both,  and  assumed  the  fictitious 
appellation  of  Meadows,  until  she  should  be 
better  acipiainted  with  the  disposition  and 
discretion  of  her  new  attendant. 

The  first  resolution  she  could  take,  in  the 
present  flutter  of  her  sjiirit^;,  was  to  make 
the  best  of  her  way  to  London,  where  she 
thought  she  might  find  an  asylum  in  th< 
house  of  a  female  relation,  married  to  an 
eminent  physician,  known  by  the  name  ol 
Kawdle.  In  the  execution  of  this  hasty  re- 
solve, she  travelled  at  a  violent  rate,  from 
stage  to  stage,  in  a  carriage  drawn  by  four 
horses,  without  halting  for  necessary  refresh- 
ment or  repose,  until  she  judged  herself  out 
of  danger  of  being  overtaken.  As  she  ap- 
peared overwhelmed  with  grief  and  conster- 
nation, the  good-natured  Dolly  endeavoured 
to  alleviate  her  distress  with  diverting  dis- 
course, and,  among  other  less  interesting 
stories,  entertained  her  with  the  adventures 
of  Sir  Launcelot  and  Captain  Crowe,  which 
she  had  seen  and  heard  recited  while  they 
remained  at  the  Black  Lion  :  nor  did  she 
fail  to  introduce  Mr  Thomas  Clarke  in  her 
narrative,  with  such  a  favourable  representa- 
tion of  his  person  and  character,  as  i)lainly 
discovered  that  her  own  heart  had  received 
a  rude  shock  from  the  irresistible  force  of 
his  qualifications. 

The  history  of  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  was 
a  theme  which  eflectually  fixed  the  attention 
of  Aurelia,  distracted  as  her  ideas  must  have 
been  by  the  circumstances  of  her  present 
situation.  'J'he  particulars  of  his  conduct 
since  the  correspondence  between  him  and 
her  had  ceased,  she  heard  with  equal  con- 
cern and  astonishment ;  for,  how  far  soever 
she  deemed  herself  detached  from  all  possi- 
bility of  future  connexion  with  that  young 
gentleman,  she  was  not  made  of  such  indif- 
ferent stuff  as  to  learn  without  emotion  the 
calamitousdisorderof  an  accomplished  youth 
whose  extraordinary  virtues  she  could  nol 
but  revere. 

As  they  had  deviated  from  the  post-road, 
taken  precautions  to  conceal  their  route, 
and  made  such  progress,  that  they  were  now 
within  one  day's  journey  of  London,  the 
careful  and  aflectionate  Dolly,  seeing  her 
dear  lady  quite  exhausted  with  fatigue   used 
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all  lier  nalurai  ihetoric,  which  was  very 
powerful,  mingled  with  tears  that  flowed 
fro;n  the  heart,  in  persuading  Aurelia  to  en- 
'oy  some  repose  :  and  so  far  she  succeeded 
m  the  alter*"*^  that  fjr  one  night  the  toil  of 
travelling  was  intermitted.  This  recess  from 
incredible  fatigue  was  a  pause  that  afforded 
our  adventurer  time  to  overtake  them  before 
they  reached  the  metropolis,  that  vast  laby- 
rinth, in  which  Aurelia  might  have  been  for 
ever  lost  to  his  inquiry. 

It  was  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  which 
succeeded  his  departure  from  the  White 
Ilart,  that  Sir  Launcelot  arrived  at  the  inn, 
where  Miss  Aurelia  Darnel  had  bespoke  a 
dish  of  tea,  and  a  post-chaise  for  the  next 
stage.  He  had  by  inquiry  traced  her  a  con- 
siderable way,  without  ever  dreaming  who 
the  person  really  was  whom  he  thus  pursued, 
and  now  he  desired  to  speak  with  her  at- 
tendant. Dolly  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
see  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  of  whose  charac- 
ter slie  had  conceived  a  very  sublime  idea 
from  the  narrative  of  Mr  Thomas  Clarke  ; 
but  she  was  still  more  surprised  when  he 
gave  her  to  understand  that  he  had  charged 
himself  with  the  pocket-book,  containin"- 
the  bank-notes  which  Miss  Meadows  had 
dropped  in  the  house  where  they  had  been 
threatened  with  insult.  Miss  Darnel  had 
not  yet  discovered  her  disaster,  when  her 
attendant,  running  into  the  apartment,  pre- 
sented the  prize  which  she  had  received 
from  our  adventurer,  with  his  compliments 
to  Miss  Meadows,  implying  a  request  to  be 
admitted  into  her  presence,  that  he  might 
make  a  personal  tender  of  his  best  services. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  amiable 
Aurelia  heard  unmoved  such  a  message  from 
a  person  whom  her  maid  discovered  to  be 
the  identical  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  whose 
story  she  had  so  lately  related;  but  as  the 
ensuing  scene  requires  fresh  attention  in  the 
reader,  we  shall  defer  it  till  another  oppor- 
tunity, when  his  spirits  shall  be  recruited 
from  the  fatigue  of  this  chapter. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Exhibiting  an  interview,  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  interest  the  curiosity  of  the 
reader. 

The  min(i  of  the  delicate  Aurelia  was 
strangely  agitated  by  the  intelligence  which 
she  received,  with  her  pocket-book,  from 
Dolly.  Confounded  as  she  was  by  the  na- 
ture of  her  situation,  she  at  once  perceived 
that  she  could  not,  with  any  regard  to  the 
dictates  o^  gratitude,  refuse  complying  with 
the  r.eqtiest  of  Sir  Launcelot;  but,  in  the 
first  hurry  of  her  emotion,  she  directed  Dolly 
lo  beg',  in  her  name,  that  she  might  be  ex- 
luiscd  for  wearing  a  mask  at  the  interview 
•A'h'ch  he  desired,  as  she  had  particular  ren 


sons,  which  concerned  her  peace,  for  retain- 
ing that  disguise.  Our  adventurer  submitted 
to  this  p.'-eliminary  with  a  good  grace,  as  he 
had  nothing  in  view  but  the  injunction  of  his 
order,  and  the  duties  of  humanity  ;  and  he 
was  admitted  without  further  preamble. 

When  he  entered  the  room,  he  could  not 
help  being  struck  with  the  presence  of  Au- 
relia. Her  stature  was  improved  since  lie 
had  seen  her  ;  her  shape  was  e.xquisitely 
formed;  and  she  received  hirn  with  an  air 
of  dignity,  which  impressed  him  with  a  very 
sublime  idea  of  her  person  and  character. 
She  was  no  less  a'ffected  at  the  sight  of  our 
adventurer,  who,  though  cased  in  armour, 
appeared  with  his  head  uncovered ;  and  the 
exercise  of  travelling  had  thrown  such  a 
glow  of  health  and  vivacity  on  his  features, 
which  were  naturally  elegant  and  expressive, 
that  we  will  venture  to  say,  there  was  not 
in  all  England  a  couple  that  excelled  this 
amiable  pair  in  personal  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments. Aurelia  shone  v.ith  all  the 
fabled  graces  of  nymph  or  goddess  ;  and  to 
Sir  Launcelot  might  be  applied  what  the 
divine  poet  Ariosto  says  of  the  prince  Zcr- 
bino ; — 

Natura  il  fcce  e  poi  ruppe  la  stamjia. 
"  Wlien   nature   stam[i'(l   liim,  she  the   die  de- 
stroyed. " 

Our  adventurer  having  made  his  obeisance 
to  this  supposed  Miss  Meadows,  told  her 
with  an  air  of  pleasantry,  that  although  he 
thought  himself  highly  honoured  ir.  being 
admitted  to  her  presence,  and  allowed  tc 
pay  his  respects  to  her,  as  superior  beings 
are  adored,  unseen  ;  yet  his  pleasure  would 
receive  a  very  considerable  addition,  if  she 
would  be  pleased  to  withdraw  that  invidious 
veil,  that  he  might  have  a  glimpse  of  the 
divinity  which  it  concealed.  Aurelia  imme- 
diately took  off  her  mask,  saying,  with  a 
faltering  accent, — "I  cannot  be  so  ungrate- 
ful as  to  deny  such  a  small  favour  to  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  laid  me  under  the  most  ini- 
portant  obligations." 

The  unexpected  apparition  of  Miss  Aurelia 
Darnel,  beaming  with  all  the  emanations  of 
ripened  beauty,  blushing  with  all  the  graces 
of  the  most  lovely  confusion,  could  not  but 
produce  a  violent  effect  upon  the  mind  of 
Sir  Launcelot  Greaves.  He  was,  indeed, 
overwhelmed  with  a  mingled  transport  of 
astonishment,  admiration,  affection  and  awe. 
The  colour  vanished  from  his  cheeks,  and  he 
stood  gazing  upon  her  in  silence,  with  the 
most  emphatic  expression  of  countenance. 

Aurelia  was  infected  by  his  disorder:  she 
began  to  tremble,  and  the  roses  fluctuated 
on  her  face. — "  I  cannot  forget,"  said  she, 
"  that  I  owe  my  life  to  the  courage  and  hiu 
manity  of  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  and  tha. 
he  at  the  same  time  rescued  from  the  most 
dreadful  death  a  dear  and  venerable  parent." 
'  Wo;<ld  to  heaven  she  still  survived  1"  cried 
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our  adventurer,  with  fireat  emotion.  "  Slie 
was  the  friiMul  of  my  youth,  tlie  kind  patron- 
ess of  my  felicity  1  my  guardian  angel  for- 
i<ook  mo  wlion  she  expired  !  lier  last  injunc- 
tions are  deep  engraven  on  my  heart  !" 

While  he  pronounced  these  words,  slie  lift- 
ed her  handkerchief  to  iier  fair  eyes,  and,  after 
Bome  pause,  proceeded  in  a  tremulous  tone, 
— *'  I  hope,  sir, — I  iiope  you  have — 1  should 
be  sorry — pardon  me,  sir,  I  cannot  reflect 
upon  such  un  interesting  subject  unmoved." 

Here  she  fetched  a  deep  sigh,  that  was 

accompanied  by  a  flood  of  tears  ;  while  the 
knight  continued  to  bend  his  eyes  upon  her 
with  the  utmost  eagerness  of  attention. 

Having  recollected  herself  a  little,  she  en- 
deavoured to  shift  tlie  conversation. — "  You 
have  been  abroad  since  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
see  you — I  hope  you  were  agreeably  amused 
in  your  travels.*'  "No,  madam,"  said  our 
hero,  drooping  his  head,  "  I  have  been  un- 
fortunate." When  she,  with  the  most  en- 
chanting sweetness  of  benevolence,  e.\prcsscd 
her  concern  to  hear  he  had  been  unhappy, 
and  her  hope  that  his  misfortunes  were  not 
pa-st  remedy,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  fi.xing 
them  tipon  her  again,  with  a  look  of  tender 
dejection, — "Cut  otf,"  said  he,  "  from  the 

fossessiou  of  v.'hat  my  soul  held  most  dear, 
wished  for  death,  and  was  visited  by  dis- 
traction. I  have  been  abandoned  by  my 
reason — my  youth  is  for  ever  blasted." 

The  tender  heart  of  Aurelia  could  bear  no 
more — her  knees  begau  to  totter,  the  lustre 
vanished  from  her  eyes,  and  she  fainted  in 
the  arms  of  her  attendant.  Sir  Launcclot, 
aroused  by  this  circumstance,  assisted  Dolly 
m  seating  her  mistress  on  a  couch,  where 
she  soon  recovered,  and  saw  the  knight  on 
his  knees  before  her — "  I  am  still  happy," 
said  he,  "  in  being  able  to  move  your  com- 
passion, though  I  have  been  held  unworthy 
of  your  esteem."  "  Do  me  justice,"  she 
replied  ;  "  my  best  esteem  lias  always  been 
inseparably  connected  with  the  character  of 
Sir  Launcelot  Greaves."  "  Is  it  possible?" 
cried  our  hero,  "  then  surely  I  have  no  reason 
to  complaiti.  If  I  have  moved  your  com- 
passion, and  possess  your  esteem,  I  am  but 
one  degree  short  of  supreme  happiness — 
that,  however,  is  a  gigantic  step.  O  Miss 
Darnel  !  when  I  remcmhor  that  dear,  that 
melancholy  moment."  So  saying,  he  gently 
touched  her  hand,  in  order  to  press  it  to  his 
lips,  and  perceived  on  her  finger  the  very 
individual  ring  which  he  had  presented  in 
her  mother's  presence,  as  an  interchanged 
testimony  of  plighted  faith.  Starting  at  the 
well-known  object,  the  sight  of  which  con- 
jured up  a  strange  confusion  of  ideas, — 
''  This,"  said  he,  "  was  once  the  pledge  of 
Bomethu  g  still  more  cordial  than  esteem." 
Aurelia,  blushing  at  this  remark,  while  her 
eyes  lightened  with  unusual  vivacity,  replied 
in  a  severer  tone, — "  Sir,  you  best  know 
boTV  it  lost  its  original  signification."     "  By 


'.leaven  !  I  do  not,  madam,"  exclaimed  our 
adventurer  ;  "  with  me  it  was  ever  held  a  sa- 
cred idea  throned  within  my  heart,  cherished 
with  such  fervency  of  regard,  with  such  rev- 
erence of  aflection,  as  the  devout  anchorite 
more  unreasonably  pays  to  those  sainted  rc- 
liques  that  constitutothe  object  of  his  adora- 
tion." "  And  like  those  rcliques,"  answered 
Miss  Darnel,  "  I  have  been  insensible  of  my 
votary's  devotion.  A  saint  I  must  have  been, 
or  something  more,  to  know  the  sentiments 
of  your  heart  by  inspiration."  "  Did  1  for- 
bear," said  he,  "  to  express,  to  repeat,  to 
enforce,  the  dictates  of  the  purest  passion 
that  ever  warmed  the  human  breast,  until  1 
was  denied  access,  and  formally  discarded 
by  that  cruel  dismission."  "  I  must  beg  your 
pardon,  sir,"  cried  Aurelia,  interrupting  him 
liastily,  "  I  know  not  what  you  mean." 
"That  fatal  sentence,"  said  he,  "if  not  pro- 
nounced by  your  own  lips,  at  least  written 
by  your  own  fair  hand,  which  drove  me  ou* 
an  exile  for  ever  from  the  paradise  of  youi 
aflection."  "  I  would  not,"  she  rejdied,  "  dc 
Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  the  injury  to  suppose- 
him  capable  of  imposition  ;  but  you  talk  of 
things  to  which  I  am  an  utter  stranger.  I 
have  a  right,  sir,  to  demand  of  your  honour, 
that  you  will  not  impute  to  me  tlie  breaking 
ofl'  a  connection,  which — I  would — rather 
wish — had  never — "  "  Heaven  and  earth  ! 
what  do  I  hear?"  cried  cur  impassioned 
knight,  "  have  I  not  the  baleful  letter  to  pror 
duce  ]  What  else  but  Miss  Darnel's  ex- 
plicit and  express  declaration  could  have 
destroyed  the  sweetest  hope  that  ever  cheered 
my  soul,  could  have  obliged  me  to  resign  all 
claim  to  that  felicity  for  which  alone  I  wished 
to  live  ;  could  have  filled  my  bosom  with  un- 
utterable sorrow  and  despair ;  could  have 
even  divested  me  of  reason,  and  driven  me 
from  the  society  of  men,  a  poor,  forlorn, 
wandering  lunatic,  such  as  you  see  me  now 
prostrate  at  your  feet  ;  all  the  blossoms  of 
my  youth  withered,  all  the  honours  of  my 
family  decayed]" 

Aurelia  looking  wistfully  at  her  lover, — 
"Sir,"  said  she,  "you  overwhelm  me  with 
amazement  and  anxiety  !  you  are  imposed 
upon,  if  you  have  received  any  such  letter : 
you  are  deceived,  if  you  thought  Aurelia 
Darnel  could  be  so  insensible,  ungrateful, 
and — inconstant." 

This  last  word  she  pronounced  with  some 
hesitation,  and  a  downcast  look,  while  her 
face  underwent  a  total  sufl'usion,  and  the 
knight's  heart  began  to  palpitate  with  all  the 
violence  of  emotion.  He  eagerly  imprinted 
a  kiss  upon  her  hand,  exclaiming,  in  an  in- 
terrupted   phrase, — "  Can    it    1)0    possible  ! 

Heaven  grant — Sure  this  is  no  illusion  ! 

O  Madam  ! — shall  I  call  you  my  Aurelia? 
My  heart  is  bursting  with  a  thousand  fond 
thoughts  and  presages.  You  shall  see  that 
dire  paper  which  hath  been  the  source  of 
all  my  woes — it  is  the  constant  companiou 
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of  my  travels — last  ni^rht  I  nourished  my 
chagrin  with  the  perusal  of  its  horrid 
joiitents.' 

Aurelia  expressed  great  impatience  to 
I'iew  the  cruel  forgery,  for  such  she  assured 
him  it  must  be  ;  but  he  could  not  gratify 
her  desire,  till  the  arrival  of  his  servant  with 
the  portmanteau.  In  the  mean  time,  tea 
was  called.  The  lovers  were  seated  :  he 
looked  and  languished  ;  she  flushed  and  fal- 
tered :  all  was  doubt  and  delirium,  fondness 
and  flutter.  Theirmutual  disordercommuni- 
cated  itself  to  the  kind-hearted,  sympathizing 
Dolly,  who  had  been  witness  to  the  interview, 
and  deeply  aflx;cted  wit  h  the  disclosure  of  the 
scene.  Unspeakable  was  her  surprise,  when 
she  found  her  mistress.  Miss  Meadows,  was 
no  other  than  the  celebrated  Aurelia  Darnel, 
whose  eulogium  she  had  heard  so  eloquently 
jironounced  by  her  sweetheart,  Mr  Thomas 
('larke  ;  a  discovery  which  still  more  endeared 
her  lady  to  her  affection.  She  had  wept  plen- 
tifully at  the  progress  of  their  mutual  explana- 
tion, and  was  now  so  disconcerted,  that  she 
scarce  knew  the  meaning  of  the  orders  she 
had  received :  she  set  the  kettle  on  the  table, 
and  placed  the  tea-board  on  the  fire.  Her 
confusion,  by  attracting  the  notice  of  her 
mistress,  helped  to  relieve  her  from  her  own 
embarrassing  situation.  She  with  her  own 
delicate  hands  rectified  the  mistake  of  Dolly, 
who  still  continued  to  sob,  and  said, — "Yaw 
may  think,  my  Leady  Darnel,  as  haw  I'aive 
yeaten  hool-clieese  ;  but  it  y'ant  soa.  I'se 
think,  vor  mai  peart,  as  haw  I'aive  bean  be- 
witched." 

Sir  Launcelot  could  not  help  smiling  at 
the  simplicity  of  Doily,  whose  goodness  of 
heart  and  attachment  Aurelia  did  not  fail  to 
extol,  as  soon  as  her  back  was  turned.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  this  commendation, 
that,  the  next  time  she  entered  the  room, 
our  adventurer,  for  the  first  time,  considered 
her  face,  and  seemed  to  be  struck  with  her 
features.  He  asked  her  some  questions, 
wiiich  she  could  not  answer  to  liis  satisfaction, 
applauded  her  regard  for  her  lady,  and  assured 
her  of  his  friendship  and  protection.  lie 
now  begged  to  know  the  cause  that  obliged 
his  Aurelia  to  travel  at  such  a  rate,  and!  in 
juch  an  equipage ;  and  she  informed  him  of 
those  particulars  which  v^^e  have  alreadv 
communicated  to  the  reader. 

Sir  Launcelot  glowed  with  resentment, 
when  he  understood  how  his  dear  Aurelia 
had  been  oppressed  by  her  perfidious  and 
cruel  guardian.  He  bit  his  nether-lip,  rolled 
liis  eyes  around,  started  from  his  seat,  and 
striding  across  the  room, — "  I  remember," 
■jaid  he,  "  the  dying  words  of  her  who  is  now 

I  saint  in  heaven 'That violent  man,  my 

brother-in-lav.',  who  is  Aurelia's  sole  guar- 
dian, wiil  thwart  her  wishes  with  eveiy  ob- 
stacle that  brutal  resentment  and  implacable 
malice  ran  contrive.'  What  followed,  it 
>w>uld  lil  b(^come   me   to   repeat:   but  she 


concluded  with  these  words, — '  The  real 
we  must  leave  to  the  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence.' Was  it  not  Providence  that  sent 
me  hither,  to  guard  and  protect  the  injured 
Aurelia  1"  Then  turning  to  Miss  Darnel, 
whose  eyes  streamed  with  tears,  he  added, — 
*'  Yes,  divine  creature  !  Heaven,  careful  of 
your  safety,  and  in  compassion  to  my  suffer* 
ings,  hath  guided  me  hither,  in  this  mysteri- 
ous  manner,  that  I  might  defend  you  from 
violence,  and  enjoy  this  transition  from  mad- 
ness to  deliberation,  from  despair  to  fe- 
licity." 

So  saying,  he  approached  this  amiable 
mourner,  this  fragrant  flower  of  beauty,  glit- 
tering with  the  dew-drops  of  the  morning; 
this  sweet  and  gentlest,  loveliest  ornament 
of  human  nature  :  he  gazed  upon  her  with 
looks  of  love  ineff^ible;  he  sat  down  by  her; 
he  pressed  her  soft  hand  in  his;  he  began  to 
fear  that  all  ho  saw  was  the  flattering  vision 
of  a  distempered  brain  ;  he  looked  and  sighed, 
and«  turning  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  breathed, 
in  broken  murmurs,  the  chaste  raptures  of 
his  soul.  The  tenderness  of  this  communi- 
cation was  too  painful  to  be  long  endured. 
Aurelia  industriously  interposed  other  sub- 
jects of  discourse,  that  his  attention  might 
not  be  dangerously  overcharged,  and  the 
afternoon  passed  insensibly  away. 

Though  he  had  determined,  in  his  own 
mind,  nevermore  to  quit  this  idol  of  his  soul, 
they  had  not  yet  concerted  any  plan  of  con- 
duct, when  their  happiness  was  all  at  once 
interrupted  by  a  repetition  of  cries,  denoting 
horror;  and  a  servant  coming  in,  said  he  be- 
lieved some  rogues  were  murdering  a  tra. 
veller  on  the  higluvay.  The  supposition  ot 
such  distress  operated  like  gunpowder  on 
the  disposition  of  our  adventurer,  who,  with- 
out considering  the  situation  of  Aurelia,  and 
indeed  without  seeing,  or  being  capable  to 
think  on  her,  or  any  other  .<;ubject,  for  the 
time  being,  ran  directly  to  the  stable,  and 
mounting  the  first  horse  that  he  found  sad- 
dled, issued  out  in  the  twilight,  having  no 
other  weapon  but  his  sword.  He  rode  full 
speed  to  the  spot  whence  the  cries  seemed 
to  proceed  ;  but  they  sounded  more  remote 
as  he  advanced.  Nevertheless,  he  followed 
them  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
road,  over  fields,  ditches,  and  hedges ;  and 
at  last  came  so  near,  that  he  could  plainly 
distinguish  the  voice  of  his  own  squire, 
Timothy  Crabshaw,  bellowing  for  mercy  with 
great  vociferation.  Stimulated  by  this  re- 
cognition, he  redoubled  his  career  in  the 
dark,  till  at  length  his  horse  plunged  into  a 
hole,  the  nature  of  which  he  could  not  com- 
prehend ;  hut  he  found  it  impracticable  to 
disengage  him.  It  was  with  some  difficulty 
that  he  himself  clambered  over  a  ruined  wall, 
and  regained  the  open  ground.  Here  he 
groped  about,  in  the  utmost  impatience  of 
anxiety,  ignorant  of  the  place,  mad  with 
vexation   for   the    fate    of  his    unfortunate 
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•quire,  and  between  wliilos  invaded  with  a 
pang  of  concern  for  Aiirelia,  left  amongst 
strangers,  unguarded,  and  alarmed.  In  tlie 
midst  of  this  omo'ion,  he  bethought  himself 
of  hallooing  aloud,  that,  in  case  he  sliould 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  any  inhabited 
place,  he  miglit  be  heard  and  assisted,  lie 
accordingly  practised  this  expedient,  which 
was  not  altogether  without  elTcct ;  for  he 
was  immediately  answered  by  an  old  friend, 
no  other  than  his  own  steed  Bronzomarle, 
who,  hearing  his  master's  voice,  neighed 
strenuously  at  a  small  distance.  The  knight, 
ueing  well  acquainted  with  the  sound,  heard 
it  with  astonishment,  and,  advancing  in  the 
right  direction,  found  iiis  noble  charger  fast- 
ened to  a  tree.  lie  forthwith  untied  and 
mounted  him  ;  then,  laying  the  reins  upon 
his  neck,  allowed  him  to  choose  his  own  path, 
in  whicli  he  began  to  travel  with  equal  stea- 
diness and  ex|)edition.  They  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far  when  th.e  knight's  ears  were 
again  saluted  by  the  cries  of  Crabshaw; 
which  Bronzomarte  no  sooner  heard,  than 
lie  pricked  up  his  ears,  neighed,  and  quick- 
ened his  pace,  as  if  he  had  been  sensible  of 
the  squire's  distress,  and  hastened  to  his 
relief  Sir  Launcelot,  notwithstanding  his 
own  disquiet,  could  not  help  observing  and 
admiring  this  generous  sensibility  of  his 
horse :  he  began  to  think  himself  some  hero 
of  romance,  mounted  upon  a  winged  steed, 
inspired  with  reason,  directed  by  some  hu- 
mane enchanter,  who  pitied  virtue  in  distress. 
All  circumstances  considered,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  the  commotion  in  the  mind  of  our  ad- 
venturer produced  some  such  delirium.  All 
night  he  continued  the  chase ;  the  voice, 
which  was  repeated  at  intervals,  still  retreat- 
ing before  him,  till  the  morning  began  to  ap- 
pear in  the  east,  when,  by  divers  piteous 
groans,  he  was  directed  to  the  corner  of  a 
wood,  where  he  beheld  his  miserable  squire 
ytretchcd  upon  the  grass,  and  Gilbert  feeding 
by  him  altogether  unconcerned,  the  helmet 
and  the  lance  suspended  at  the  saddle-bow, 
and  the  portmanteau  safely  fi.xed  upon  the 
crupper. 

The  kniflfht  riding  up  to  Crabshaw,  with 
equal  surprise  and  concern,  asked  wliat  had 
brought  him  there?  and  Timothy,  after  some 
pause,  during  which  he  surveyed  his  master 
with  a  rueful  aspect,  answered,  "  the  devil." 
"  One  would  imagine,  indeed,  you  had  some 
Biich  conveyance,"  said  Sir  Launcelot.  "I 
have  followed  your  cries  since  last  evening, 
I  know  not  how,  nor  whither,  and  never 
could  come  up  with  you  till  this  moment. 
But,  say,  what  damage  have  you  sustained, 
that  you  lie  in  that  wretched  posture,  and 
groan  so  dismally?"  "I  can't  guess,"  re- 
plied the  squire,  "if  it  bean't  that  mai  hoole 
carcass  is  drilled  into  oilet  holes,  and  my 
flesh  pinched  into  a  jelly."  "IIow  !  where- 
fore!" cried  t!ie  knight — "who  «  ?re  the 
miscreants  that  treated  you  in  such  a  barba- 
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rous  manner?  Do  you  know  thi  rutiiansl" 
"  I  know  nothing  at  all,"  answered  the  pcev- 
ish  squire,  "but  that  I  was  tormented  by 
vivc  hundred  and  vifty  thousand  legions  ot 
devils,  and  there's  an 'end  oou't."  "Well, 
you  must  have  a  little  patience,  Crabshaw — 
there's  a  salve  for  every  sore."  "  Yaw 
mought  as  well  tell  ma,  i'ov  every  zow  there's 
a  zir  reverence."  "  For  a  man  in  your  con- 
dition, methinks  you  talk  very  nnicli  at  your 
ease — Try  if  you  can  got  up  and  mount  Gil- 
bert, that  you  may  be  conveyed  to  some  place 
wiierc  you  can  have  proper  assistance, — so 
— well  done — cheerly  !" 

Timothy  actually  made  an  effort  to  rise, 
but  fell  down  again,  and  uttered  a  dismal 
yell.  Then  his  master  exhorted  him  to  take 
advantage  of  a  park  wall,  by  which  he  lay, 
and  raise  himself  gradually  upon  it.  Crab- 
shaw, eyeing  him  askance,  said,  by  way  of 
reproach,  for  his  not  alighting  and  assisting 
him  in  person.  "  Thatch  your  house  with 
t — ,  and  you'll  have  more  teachers  than 
reachers."  Having  pronounced  this  ineJe- 
gant  adage,  he  made  a  shift  to  stand  upon 
his  legs ;  and  now,  the  knight  lending  b 
hand,  was  mounted  upon  Gilbert,  though  not 
without  a  world  of  ohs  !  and  ahs  !  and  other 
ejaculations  of  pain  and  impatience. 

As  they  jogged  on  together,  our  adventurer 
endeavoured  to  learn  the  particulars  of  the 
disaster  which  had  befallen  the  squire  ;  buc 
all  the  information  he  could  obtain,  amounted 
to  a  very  imperfect  sketch  of  the  adventure. 
By  dint  of  a  thousand  interrogations,  he  un- 
derstood that  Crabshaw  had  been,  in  the 
preceding  evening,  encountered  by  three 
persons  on  horseback,  with  Venetian  masks 
on  their  faces,  which  he  mistook  for  their 
natural  features,  and  was  terrified  accord- 
ingly ;  that  they  not  only  presented  pistols 
to  his  breast,  and  led  his  horse  out  of  the 
highway  ;  but  pricked  him  with  goads,  and 
pinched  him,  from  time  to  time,  till  he 
screamed  with  the  torture  :  that  he  was  led 
through  unfrequented  places  across  the  coun- 
try, sometimes  at  an  easy  trot,  sometimes  at 
full  gallop,  and  tormented  all  night  by  these 
hideous  demons,  who  vanished  at  day-break, 
and  left  him  lying  on  the  spot  where  he  was 
found  by  his  master. 

This  was  a  mystery  which  our  hero  could 
by  no  means  unriddle  :  it  was  the  more  un- 
accountable, as  the  squire  had  not  been  rob- 
bed of  his  money,  horses,  and  baggage.  He 
was  even  disposed  to  believe,  that  Crabshaw'a 
brain  was  disordered,  and  the  wliole  account 
he  had  given  no  more  than  a  chimera.  This 
opinion,  however,  he  could  no  longer  retain, 
when  he  arrived  at  an  inn  on  the  post-road, 
and  found,  upon  examination,  that  Timothy's 
lower  extremities  were  covered  with  blood, 
and  all  the  rest  of  his  body  speckled  with 
livid  marks  of  contusion.  But  he  was  still 
more  chagrined  v.hen  the  landlord  told  him 
that   he  was   thirty  miles  distant  from   cht 


270 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


place  where  he  had  left  Aurelia,  and  that 
iiis  way  lav  throuorh  cross-roads,  which  were 
almost  impassable  at  that  season  of  the  year. 
Alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  he  gave  direc- 
tions that  his  squire  should  be  immediately 
conveyed  to  bed  in  a  comfortable  chamber, 
as  he  complained  more  and  more  ;  and  in- 
deed was  seized  with  a  fever,  occasioned  by 
the  fatigue,  the  pain,  and  terror  he  had  un- 
dergone. A  neighbouring  apothecary  being 
called,  and  giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  he 
could  not  for  some  days  be  in  a  condition  to 
travel,  his  master  deposited  a  sum  of  money 
in  his  hands,  desiring  he  might  be  properly 
attended  till  he  should  hear  further:  then 
mounting  Bronzomarte,  he  set  out  with  a 
guide  for  the  place  he  had  left,  not  without 
a  tliousand  fears  and  perplexities;  arising 
from  the  reflection  of  having  left  the  jewel 
of  his  heart  with  such  precipitation. 


CHAPTER  XVL 

Which,  if  is  hoped,  the  reader  loill  find  an 
agreeable  medley  of  mirth  and  madness, 
sense  and  absurdity. 

It  was  not  without  reason  that  our  adven- 
turer afflicted  himself;  his  fears  were  but  too 
prophetic.  When  he  alighted  at  the  inn, 
wliich  he  had  left  so  abruptly  the  preceding 
evening,  he  ran  directly  to  the  apartment 
where  he  had  been  so  happy  in  Aurelia's 
company ;  but  her  he  saw  not — all  was  soli- 
tary. Turning  to  the  woman  of  the  house, 
who  had  followed  him  into  the  room,  "  Where 
IS  the  lady  V  cried  he,  in  a  tone  of  impa- 
tience. Mine  hostess,  screwing  up  her  fea- 
tures into  a  very  demure  aspect,  said  she 
saw  so  many  ladies,  she  could  not  pretend 
to  know  who  he  meant.  "I  tell  thee,  wo- 
man," exclaimed  the  knight,  in  a  louder  ac- 
cent, "thou  never  sawest  such  another — I 
mean  that  miracle  of  beauty — "  "  Very  like," 
replied  the  dame,  as  she  retired  to  the  room 
door.  "  Husband,  here's  one  as  axes  con- 
cerning a  miracle  of  beauty  ;  hi,  hi,  hi.  Can 
you  give  him  any  information  about  this  mi- 
racle of  beauty  ? — O  la  !  hi,  hi,  hi."  Instead 
of  answering  this  question,  the  innkeeper 
advancing,  and  surveying  Sir  Launcelot, 
"Friend,"  said  he,  "you  are  the  person 
that  carried  off  my  horse  out  of  the  stnble." 
"  Tell  me  not  of  a  horse — where  is  the  y'r:ng 
lady?"  "Now  I  v.'ill  tell  you  of  a  horse, 
and  I'll  make  you  f.nd  him  too  before  j'ou 
and  I  part."  "  Wretched  animal !  how  dar'st 
thou  dally  with  my  impatience? — Speak,  or 
despair — What  is  becom-e  of  Miss  Meadows  ? 
Say,  did  she  leave  this  place  of  her  own 
accord,  or  was  she — hah  !  speak — answer, 
or,  by  the  powers  above — "  "  I'll  answer 
yoa  flat — she  you  call  Miss  Meadows  is  in 
very  good  hands — so  you  may  make  yourself 
fasy  on  that  score — "     "  Sacred   Heaven  ! 


pjcplain  your  meaning,  miscreant,  or  I'll  make 
you  a  dreadful  example  to  all  the  insolent 
publicans  of  the  realm."  So  saying,  he 
seized  him  with  one  hand,  and  dashing  him 
on  the  floor,  set  one  foot  on  his  belly,  and 
kept  him  trembling  in  that  prostrate  attitude. 
The  hostler  and  waiter  flying  to  the  assistance 
of  their  master,  our  adventurer  unsheathed 
his  sword,  declaring  he  would  dismiss  their 
souls  from  their  bodies,  and  exterminate  the 
whole  family  from  tlie  face  of  the  earth,  if 
they  would  not  immediately  give  him  the 
satisfaction  he  required. 

The  hostess  being  by  this  time  terrified 
almost  out  of  her  senses,  fell  on  her  knees 
before  him,  begging  he  would  spare  their 
lives,  and  promising  to  declare  the  whole 
truth.  He  would  not,  however,  remove  his 
foot  from  the  body  of  her  husband,  until  she 
told  him,  that  in  less  than  half  an  hour  aft;er 
he  had  sallied  out  upon  the  supposed  robbers, 
two  chaises  arrived,  each  drawn  by  four 
horses ;  that  two  men  armed  with  pistols 
alighting  from  one  of  them,  laid  violent  hands 
upon  the  young  lady  ;  and,  notwithstanding 
her  struggling  and  shrieking,  forced  her  into 
the  other  carriage,  in  v.iiich  was  an  infirm 
gentleman,  who  called  himself  her  guardian  ; 
that  the  maid  was  left  to  the  care  of  a  third 
servant  to  follow  with  a  third  chaise,  which 
was  got  ready  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
while  the  other  two  proceeded  at  full  speed 
on  the  road  to  London.  It  was  by  this  com- 
municative lacquey  the  people  of  the  house 
were  informed  that  the  old  gentleman  his 
master  was  Squire  Darnel,  the  young  lady 
his  niece  and  ward,  and  our  adventurer  a 
needy  sharper,  who  wanted  to  make  a  prey 
of  her  fortune. 

The  knight,  fired  even  almost  to  frenzy  by 
this  intimation,  spurned  the  carcass  of  his 
host ;  and,  his  eye  gleam.ing  terror,  rushed 
into  the  yard,  in  order  to  mount  Bronzomarte 
and  pursue  the  ravisher,  when  he  was  divert- 
ed from  his  purpose  by  a  new  incident. 

One  of  the  postilions,  who  had  driven  the 
chaise  in  which  Dolly  was  conveyed,  hap- 
pened  to  arrive  at  that  instant ;  when,  seeing 
our  hero,  he  ran  up  to  him,  cap  in  hand, 
and,  presenting  a  letter,  accosted  him  in 
these  words  :  "Please  your  noble  honour,  if 
your  honour  be  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  of 
the  West  Riding,  here's  a  letter  from  a  gen 
tlewoman  that  I  promised  to  deliver  into 
your  honour's  own  hands." 

The  knight,  snatching  the  letter  with  thfc 
utmost  avidity,  broke  it  up,  and  found  the 
contents  couched  in  these  terms  : 

"  Honoured  Sir, 

"  Tlie  man  az  gi'en  me  leave  to  lat  yaw 
knaw  my  dear  leady  is  going  to  Loondon 
with  her  unkle  Squaire  Darnel. — Be  not 
conzarned,  honoured  sir,  vor  I'se  take  it  on 
mai  laife  to  let  yaw  knaw  wlieare  we  he  zet- 
tled,  if  zo  be  I  can  vind  where  you  loage  in 
Loondon. — The  man  zays  yaw  may  put  it  ir 
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the  pooblic  prints. — I  lioiip  the  barclicir  will 
be  honest  eniifV  to  deliver  this  scrowl ;  and 
*Kat  your  lionour  will  pardon 

"  Vour  uinble  servant  to  command, 

"Dorothy  Cowslip." 
"  P.S.  IMeas?  my  kaind  sarvicc  to  laaycr 
Clarke.  Sqnaire  Darnel's  man  is  very  civil 
vor  sartain  ;  but  I'avc  no  llionrrlits  on  him,  I'll 
assure  yaw. — Marry  hap,  wor^^e  ware  may 
have  a  bctti.'r  chap,  as  the  zaying  g^oes." 

Nothinij  conld  be  more  seasonable  than 
the  delivery  of  this  billet,  which  lie  had  no 
sooner  i)ernsed  than  his  reflection  returned, 
and  he  entered  into  a  serious  deliberation 
with  his  own  heart.  lie  considered  that 
Aurelia  was  by  this  time  far  beyond  a  possi- 
bility of  being  overtaken,  and  that  by  a  pre- 
cipitate pursuit  l)e  should  only  expose  his 
own  infirmities.  He  confided  in  tl  e  attach- 
ment of  his  mistress,  and  in  the  fidelity  of 
her  maid,  who  would  find  opportiuiitics  of 
communicatinor  her  sentiments  by  means  of 
this  lacquey,  of  whom  he  perceived  by  the 
letter  she  had  already  made  a  conquest.  He 
therefore  resolved  to  bridle  his  impatience, 
to  proceed  leisurely  to  London,  and,  instead 
of  taking  any  rash  step  which  might  induce 
Anthony  Darnel  to  remove  his  niece  from 
that  city,  remain  in  seeming  quiet  until  she 
«hould  be  settled,  and  her  guardian  returned 
to  the  country.  Aurelia  had  mentioned  to 
him  the  name  of  Doctor  Kawdle,  and  from 
him  he  expcctecHn  due  time  to  receive  the 
most  interesting  information. 

These  reflections  had  an  instantaneous 
effect  upon  our  hero,  whose  rage  immediately 
subsided,  and  whose  visage  gradually  resum- 
ed its  natural  cast  of  courtesy  and  good 
iiumour.  He  forthwith  gratified  the  postilion 
tvith  such  a  remuneration  as  sent  him  dan- 
cing into  the  kitchen,  where  he  did  not  fail 
to  extol  the  generosity  and  immense  fortune 
tf  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves. 

Our  adventurer's  next  step  was  to  see 
Bronzomarte  properly  accommodated  ;  then 
he  ordered  a  refreshment  for  himself,  and 
retired  into  an  apartment,  where  mine  host 
with  his  wife  and  all  the  servants  waited  on 
him  to  beseech  his  honour  to  forgive  their 
impertinence,  which  was  owing  to  their  ig- 
norance of  his  honour's  quality,  and  the  false 
information  they  received  from  the  gentle- 
man's servant.  He  had  too  much  magnan- 
imity to  retain  the  least  resentment  against 
such  inconsiderable  objects.  He  not  only 
pardoned  tiiem  without  hesitation,  but  assu- 
red the  landlord  he  would  be  accountable  for 
the  horse,  which,  however,  was  that  same 
evening  brought  home  by  a  countryman, 
who  had  found  liini  pounded  a.3  it  were  within 
the  walls  of  a  ruined  cottage.  As  the  kniglit 
had  been  greatly  fatigued  without  enjoying 
anv  rest  for  eight-and-forty  hours,  he  resolved 
to  indulge  himself  with  one  night's  repose, 
and  then  return  to  the  place  where  he  had 
\efl  his  squire  indisposed;  for  by  thi;  time 


even  his  concern  for  Timothy  had  recurred. 
On  a  candid  scrutiny  of  his  own  heart,  he 
found  himself  much  less  unhappy  than  he  had 
been  before  his  interview  with  Aurelia:  for, 
instead  of  being,  as  formerly,  tormented  with 
the  pangs  of  despairing  love,  which  had  ac- 
tually unsettled  his  understanding,  he  waa 
now  happily  convinced  that  he  had  inspired 
the  fender  breast  of  Aurelia  with  mutual  af- 
fection ;  and  though  she  was  invidiously 
snatched  from  his  embrace  in  the  midst  of 
such  endearments  as  had  wound  up  his  soul 
to  ecstasy  and  transport,  he  did  not  doubt  of 
being  able  to  rescue  her  from  the  power  of 
an  inhuman  kinsman,  whose  guardiansliip 
would  soon,  of  course,  expire;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  he  rested  with  the  most  perfect 
dependence  on  her  constancy  and  virtue. 

As  he  next  crossed  the  country,  rumina- 
ting on  the  disaster  that  had  befallen  his 
stpiire,  and  could  now  compare  circumstances 
cooll_v,  b-C  easily  compreliended  the  whole 
scheme  of  that  adventure,  which  was  nc 
other  than  an  artifice  of  Anthony  Darnel  and 
his  emissaries  to  draw  him  from  the  inn, 
where  he  proposed  to  execute  his  design 
upon  the  innocent  Aurelia.  He  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  uncle,  having  been  made 
acquainted  with  his  niece's  elopement,  had 
followed  her  track  by  the  help  of  such  infor- 
mation as  he  received  from  one  stage  tc 
another:  and  th.at,  receiving  more  particu- 
lars at  the  White  Hart  touching  Sir  Laun- 
celot, he  had  formed  the  scheme  in  which 
Crabshaw  was  an  involuntary  instrument 
towards  the  seduction  of  his  master. 

Amusing  himself  with  these  and  other  co- 
gitations, our  hero  in  the  afternoon  reached 
the  place  of  his  dej;tination,  and  entering  the 
inn  were  Timothy  had  been  left  at  sick  qiiar- 
ters,  chanced  to  meet  the  apothecary  retir- 
ing precipitately  in  a  very  unsavoury  pickle 
from  the  chamber  of  his  patient.  VVhen  he 
inquired  about  the  health  of  his  squire,  this 
retainer  to  medicine,  wiping  himself  all  the 
while  with  a  napkin,  answered  in  manifest 
confusion,  that  he  apprehended  him  to  be  in 
a  very  dangerous  way  from  an  inflammation 
of  the  pta  mater,  which  had  produced  a  most 
furious  delirium.  Then  he  pioceeded  to  ex- 
plain, in  technical  terms,  the  method  of 
cure  he  had  followed  ;  and  concluded  with 
telling  liim  the  poor  squire's  brain  was  so 
outrageously  disordered,  that  he  had  rejected 
all  administration,  and  just  thrown  an  urinal 
in  his  face. 

The  knight's  humanity  being  alarmed  ot 
this  intelligence,  he  resolved  that  Crabshaw 
should  have  the  benefit  of  furtlier  advice,  and 
asked  if  there  was  not  a  physician  in  the 
place.  The  apothecacy,  after  some  inter- 
jections of  hesitation,  owned  there  was  a 
doctor  in  the  village,  an  odd  sort  of  a  humour- 
rist ;  but  he  believed  he  had  not  much  t(  du 
in  the  way  of  his  profession  ;  and  was  not 
much  used  to  the  form?  of  prescription.     He 
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was  counted  a  scholar,  to  be  sure,  but  as  to 
his  medical  capacity — he  would  not  take 
upon  him  to  say — "No  matter,"  cried  Sir 
Launcelot,  "  he  may  strike  out  some  lucky 
thought  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient,  and  I 
desire  you  will  call  him  instantly." 

While  the  apothecary  was  absent  on  this 
service,  our  adventurer  took  it  into  liis  head 
to  question  the  landlord  about  the  character 
of  this  physician,  which  had  been  so  unfa- 
vourably represented,  and  received  the  fol- 
lowing information. 

"For  my  peart,  r.^.caster,  I  knows  nothing 
amiss  of  the  doctor — he's  a  quiet  sort  of  an 
inoffensive  man ;  uses  my  house  sometimes, 
and  pays  for  what  he  has,  like  the  re.st  of 
my  customers.  They  say  he  deals  very 
little  in  physic  stuff,  but  cures  his  patients 
with  fasting  and  water-gruel,  whereby  he 
can't  expect  the  'pothecary  to  be  his  friend. 
You  knows,  measter,  one  must  live,  and  let 
live,  as  the  saying  is.  I  must  say,  he,  for 
the  value  of  three  guineas,  set  up  my  wife's 
constitution  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  have 
saved  within  these  two  years,  I  believe,  forty 
pounds  in  'pothecary's  bills.  But  what  of 
that]  Evciy  man  must  eat,  tho'f  at  ano- 
ther's expense ;  and  I  should  be  in  a  deadly 
nolo  myself,  if  all  my  customers  should  take 
it  in  their  heads  to  drink  nothing  but  water- 
eruel,  because  it  is  good  for  the  constitution. 
Thank  God,  I  have  as  good  a  constitution  as 
e'er  a  man  in  England,  but  for  all  that,  I  and 
my  whole  family  bleed  and  purge,  and  take 
a  diet-drink  tv.'ice  a-year,  by  way  of  serving 
the  'pothecary,  who  is  a  very  honest  man, 
and  a  very  good  neighbour." 

Their  conversation  was  interrupted  by  the 
return  of  the  apothecary  with  the  doctor, 
who  had  very  little  of  the  faculty  in  his  ap- 
pearance. He  was  dressed  remarkably  plain ; 
seemed  to  be  turned  of  fifty ;  had  a  careless 
air,  and  asarcastical  turn  in  his  countenance. 
Before  he  entered  the  sick-man's  chamber, 
he  asked  some  questions  concerning  the  dis- 
ease ;  and  when  the  apothecary,  pointing  to 
liis  own  head,  said,  "  It  lies  all  here,"  the 
doctor,  turning  to  Sir  Launcelot,  replied, 
*'  If  that  be  all,  there's  nothing  in  it." 

Upon  a  more  particular  inquir}'  about  the 
symptoms,  he  was  told  that  the  blood  was 
seemingly  viscous,  and  salt  upon  the  tongue  ; 
the  urine  remarkably  acrosaline ;  and  the 
faeces  atrabilious  and  fcetid.  When  the  doc- 
tor said  he  would  engage  to  find  the  same 
phenomena  m  every  healthy  man  of  the 
three  kingdoms,  the  apothecary  added,  that 
the  patient  was  manifestly  comatous,  and 
m.oreovcr  afflicted  with  griping  pains  and 
borborygmata.  "  A  f—  for  your  borboryg- 
rnata,"  cried  the  physician.  "  What  has 
been  done]"  To  this  question,  he  replied, 
that  venisection  had  been  three  times  per- 
formed ;  that  a  vesicatorj'  had  been  applied 
in ier  scapulas;  that  the  patient  had  taken 
iic-casionally  of  a  cathartic  apozem,  and,  be- 


tween whiles,  ale.xipharmic  boluses  and 
neutral  draughts."  "  Neutral,  indeed,"  said 
the  doctor;  "  so  neutral,  that  I  will  be  cru- 
cified if  ever  they  declare  either  for  the  pa- 
tient or  the  disease."  So  saying,  he  brushed 
into  Crabshaw's  chamber,  followed  by  our 
adventurer,  who  was  almost  suffocated  at  his 
first  entrance.  The  day  was  close  ;  the  win. 
dow  shutters  were  fastened ;  a  huge  fire  bla- 
zed in  the  chimney  ;  thick  harateen  curtains 
were  close  drawn  round  the  bed,  where  the 
wretched  squire  lay  extended  under  an  enor- 
mous load  of  blankets.  The  nurse,  who  had 
all  the  exteriors  of  a  bawd  given  to  drink, 
sat  stewing  in  this  apartment  like  a  damned 
soul  in  some  infernal  bagnio ;  but  rising  when 
the  company  entered,  made  her  courtesies 
v/ith  great  decorum.  "  Well,"  said  the 
doctor,  "how  does  your  patient,  nurse]" 
"  Blessed  be  God  for  it,  I  hope  in  a  fair 
way : — to  be  sure  his  apozem  has  had  a  bless- 
ed  effect — five-and-twenty  stools  since  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning. — But  then,  a'would 
not  suffer  tlve  blisters  to  be  put  upon  his 
thighs. — Good  lack  !  a  has  been  mortally 
obstropolous,  and  out  of  his  senses  all  this 
blessed  day."  "  You  lie,"  cried  the  squire, 
"  I  a'n't  out  of  my  seven  senses,  tho'f  I'm 
half  mad  with  vexation." 

The  doctor  having  withdrawn  the  curtain, 
the  hapless  squire  appeared  very  pale  and 
ghastly ;  and,  having  surveyed  his  master 
with  a  rueful  aspect,  addressed  him  in  these 
words. — "  Sir  knight,  I  beg  a  boon  ;  be  pleas- 
ed to  tie  a  stone  about  the  neck  of  the  apo- 
thecary, and  a  halter  about  the  neck  of  the 
nurse,  and  throw  the  one  into  the  next  river, 
and  the  other  over  the  next  tree,  and,  in  so 
doing,  you  will  do  a  charitable  deed  to  your 
fellow-creatures ;  for  he  and  she  do  the  devil's 
work  in  partnership,  and  have  sent  many  a 
score  of  their  betters  home  to  him  before 
their  time."  "Oh!  he  begins  to  talk  sen- 
sibly.— Have  a  good  heart,"  said  the  physi- 
cian. "  What  is  your  disorder  ]"  "Piij-sic." 
"  What  do  you  chiefly  complain  of]"  "  The 
doctor."  "  Does  your  head  ache]"  "Yea, 
with  impertinence."  "  Have  you  a  pain  in 
your  back  ]"  "  Yes,  where  the  blister  lies." 
"Are  you  sick  at  stomach]"  "  Yes,  with 
hunger."  "Do  you  feel  any  sliiverings  ]" 
"  Always  at  sight  of  the  apothecary."  "  Do 
you  perceive  any  load  in  your  bowels]" 
"  I  would  the  apothecary's  conscience  was 
as  clear."  "  .^re  you  thirsty  ]"  "  Not  thirsty 
enough  to  drink  barley-water."  "  Be  pleased 
to  look  into  his  fauces,"  said  the  apothecary  ; 
"  he  has  got  a  rough  tongue,  and  a  very  foul 
mouth,  I'll  assure  you."  "  I  have  known 
that  the  case  with  some  limbs  of  the  faculty, 
where  they  stood  more  in  need  of  correction 
than  of  physic. — Well,  my  honest  friend, 
since  you  have  already  undergone  the  proper 
purgations  in  due  form,  and  say  you  have  no 
other  disease  than  the  doctor,  we  will  set 
you  on  your  legs  again  without  further  ques. 
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lion.  Here,  nurse,  open  that  window,  and 
whrow  these  phials  into  the  street.  Now 
lower  the  curtain,  williout  eliultin^  the  case- 
ment, that  tlie  man  may  nut  be  stilled  in  liis 
own  steam.  In  the  next  place,  t;ike  off 
two-thirds  ot'  these  coals,  and  one  third  of 
these  blankets. — How  dost  feel  now,  my 
heart  1"  "1  should  feel  heart-whole,  if  so 
bo  as  you  would  throw  the  noorsc  a'ter  the 
bottles,  and  the  pothecary  a'ter  the  noorse, 
and  order  me  a  pound  of  chops  tor  my  din- 
ner ;  for  I  be  so  hoongry,  I  could  eat  a  horse 
behind  the  saddle." 

The  apothecary,  seeing  what  passed,  re- 
tired of  his  own  accord,  holding  up  his  Juuids 
in  sign  of  astonishment.  The  nurse  was 
difniissed  in  the  same  breath.  Crabsiiaw 
ro-^o,  dressed  liimself  without  assistance,  and 
made  a  hearty  meal  on  the  first  eatable  that 
preronted  itself  to  view.  The  knight  passed 
the  evening  with  the  physician,  who,  from 
liis  first  rypearance,  concluded  ho  was  mad  ; 
but,  in  ti'e  course  of  the  conversation,  found 
means  to  resign  that  opinion  without  adopt- 
ing any  other  in  lieu  of  it,  and  parted  with 
him  unJ.er  all  the  impatience  of  curiosity. 
The  knight,  on  iiis  part,  was  very  well  en- 
tertained with  the  witty  sarcasms  and  erudi- 
tion of  the  doctor,  who  appeared  to  be  a  sort 
of  cynic  philosopher,  tinctured  with  misan- 
thropy, and  at  open  war  with  the  whole  body 
of  apothecaries,  whom,  however,  it  was  by 
1)0  means  his  interest  to  disoblige. 

Next  day,  Crabshaw  being  to  all  appear- 
ance perfectly  recovered,  our  adventurer 
reckoned  with  the  aj)othecary,  paid  the  land- 
lord, and  set  out  on  his  return  for  the  Lon- 
don road,  resolving  to  lay  aside  his  armour 
at  pome  distance  from  the  metropolis  ;  for, 
ever  since  his  interview  with  Aurelia,  his 
fondness  for  chivalry  had  been  gradually 
abating.  As  tlie  torrent  of  his  despair  had 
disordered  the  current  of  his  sober  reHection, 
lio  now,  £is  that  despair  subsided,  his  thoughts 
be£;an  to  flow  deliberately  in  their  ancient 
cliamel.  All  day  long  he  regaled  his  imagi- 
natiou  with  plans  of  coimiibial  hapi)iness, 
formed  on  the  possession  of  the  incom para- 
de Aurelia ;  determined  to  wait  with  pa- 
tience, until  the  law  sliould  supersede  the 
authority  of  her  guardian,  rather  than  adopt 
any  violent  expedient  which  miglit  liazard 
the  interest  of  his  pfission. 

He  had  for  some  time  travelled  in  the 
turnpike  road,  when  his  reverie  was  suddenly 
interrupted  by  a  confused  noise  ;  and  when 
he  lifted  up  liis  eyes,  he  beheld  at  a  little 
distance,  a  rabble  of  men  and  women,  va- 
riously armed  with  flails,  pitch-forks,  poles, 
and  muskets,  acting  offensively  against  a 
Btrange  figure  on  horseback,  wlio,  with  a 
kind  of  lance,  laid  about  him  with  incredible 
fury.  Our  adventurer  was  not  so  totally 
abandoned  by  the  spirit  of  chivalry,  to  see 
witliout  emotion  a  single  knight  in  danger 
of  being  overpowered  bv  such  a  multitude 
5  C* 


of  adversaries.  Without  staying  to  put  on 
his  helmet,  he  ordered  Crabshaw  to  follow 
him  in  the  charge  against  tliose  plebeians ; 
then  couching  his  lance,  and  giving  Bronzo 
marto  the  si)ur,  he  began  Ins  career  with 
such  impetuosity  as  overturned  all  that  hap- 
pened to  be  in  his  way,  and  intimidated  the 
rabble  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  retired 
before  hiin  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  the  greater 
part  of  them  believing  lie  was  the  devil  in 
propria  persona.  lie  came  in  the  very  nick 
of  time  to  save  the  life  of  the  other  errant, 
against  whom  three  loaded  muskets  were 
actually  levelled,  at  the  very  instant  that  our 
adventurer  jcgan  his  charge.  The  unknown 
knigiit  was  so  sensible  of  the  seasonable  in- 
terposition, that,  riding  up  to  our  hero, — 
"  Brother,"  said  he,  "  this  is  the  second  time 
that  you  have  holp  me  ort',  when  I  was  bump 
ashore.  Bess  Mizen,  1  must  say,  is  no  more 
than  a  leaky  bum-boat,  in  comparison  of  the 
glorious  galley  you  want  to  man.  I  desire 
that  hencefortli  we  may  cruise  in  the  same 
latitudes,  brother ;  and  I'll  be  damned  if  I 
don't  stand  by  you  as  long  as  I  have  a  stick 
standing,  or  can  carry  a  rag  of  canvass." 

By  this  address  our  knight  recognized  the 
novice  Captain  Crowe,  who  had  found  means 
to  accommodate  liimsclf  with  a  very  strange 
suit  of  armour.  By  way  of  helmet,  he  wore 
one  of  the  caps  used  by  the  light  horse,  with 
straps  buckled  under  his  chin,  and  contrived 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  conceal  his  whole 
visage,  except  tl;c  eyes.  Instead  of  cuirass, 
mail,  greaves,  and  other  pieces  of  complete 
armour,  he  was  cased  in  a  postilion's  leathern 
jerkin,  covered  with  thin  plates  of  tinned 
iron  :  his  buckler  was  a  pot-lid,  his  lance  a 
hop-pole  shod  with  iron,  and  a  basket-hilt 
broad  sword,  like  that  of  Hudibras,  depended 
by  a  broad  buft'  belt,  that  girded  his  middle, 
liis  feet  were  defended  by  jack-boots,  and 
his  hands  by  the  gloves  of  a  trooper.  Sir 
Launcelot  would  not  lose  time  in  examining 
particulars,  as  he  perceived  some  mischief 
had  been  done,  and  that  the  enemy  had  ral- 
lied at  a  distance ;  he  therefore  commanded 
Crowe  to  follow  him,  and  rode  off  with  great 
expedition  ;  but  he  did  not  perceive  his  squire 
was  taken  prisoner,  nor  did  the  captain  re- 
collect that  his  nephew,  Tom  Clarke,  had 
been  disabled  and  secured  in  the  beginning 
of  the  tray.  The  truth  is,  the  poor  captain 
had  been  so  belaboured  about  the  pate,  that 
it  was  a  wonder  he  remembered  his  owi» 
name. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Containing  adventures  of  chivalry  equall' 
new  and  surprising. 

The  knight  Sir  Launcelot,  and  the  novicv 
Crowe,  retreated  with  equal  order  and  expe 
dition  to  the  distance  of  half  a  league  froi* 
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the  field  of  battle,  where  the  former,  halting, 
proposed  to  make  a  lodgment  in  a  very  de- 
rent  house  of  entertainment,  distinguished 
by  the  sign  of  St  George  of  Cappadocia  en- 
countering the  dragon,  an  achievement  in 
which  temporal  and  spiritual  ciiivalry  were 
happily  reconciled.  Two  such  figures  alight- 
ing at  the  inn  gate  did  not  pass  through  tlic 
yard  unnoticed  and  unadmired  by  the  guests 
and  attendants;  some  of  whom  fairly  took  to 
their  heels,  on  the  supposition  tliat  these 
outlandish  creatures  were  the  avant-couriers 
or  heralds  of  a  French  invasion.  The  fears 
and  doubts,  however,  of  those  who  ventured 
to  stay,  were  soon  dispelled,  when  our  hero 
accosted  them  in  the  English  tongue,  and 
with  the  most  courteous  demeanour  desired 
to  be  shown  into  an  apartment. 

Had  Captain  Crowe  been  spokesman,  per- 
haps their  suspicions  would  not  have  so 
quickly  subsided ;  for  he  was,  in  reality,  a  very 
extraordinary  novice,  not  only  in  chivalry, 
but  also  in  his  external  appearance,  and  par- 
ticularly in  those  dialects  of  the  English  lan- 
guage which  are  used  by  the  terrestrial  ani- 
mals of  this  kingdom.  He  desired  the  host- 
ler to  take  his  horse  in  tow,  and  bring  him 
to  his  moorings  in  a  safe  riding.  He  ordered 
the  waiter,  who  showed  them  into  a  parlour, 
lo  bear  a  hand,  ship  his  oars,  mind  his  hehn, 
and  bring  alongside  a  short  allowance  of 
brandy  or  grog,  that  he  might  cant  a  slug 
into  his  bread-room  ;  for  there  was  such  a 
heaving  and  pitching,  that  he  believed  he 
should  shift  his  ballast.  The  fellow  under- 
stood no  part  of  this  address  but  the  word 
brandy,  Sii  mention  of  which  he  disappeared. 
Then  Crowe,  throwing  himself  into  an  elbow- 
chair, — "  Stop  my  hawse-holes,"  cried  he, 
"I  can't  think  what's  the  matter,  brother ; 
but,  egad,  my  head  sings  and  simmers  like  a 
pot  of  chowder.  My  eye-sight  }raws  to  and 
again,  d'ye  see  :  then  there's  such  a  wallop- 
mg  and  whushing  in  my  hold — smite  my — 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  us.  Here,  you  swab, 
ne'er  mind  a  glass — hand  me  the  noggin." 

The  latter  part  of  this  address  was  di- 
rected to  the  waiter,  who  had  returned  with 
a  quartern  of  brandy,  which  Crowe  snatching 
eagerly,  started  into  his  bread-room  at  one 
cant.  Indeed  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost, 
inasmuch  as  he  seemed  to  be  on  the  verge 
of  fainting  away  when  he  swallowed  this 
cordial,  by  which  he  was  instantaneously  re- 
vived. 

He  then  desired  the  servant  to  unbuckle 
the  straps  of  his  helmet ;  but  this  was  a 
'task  which  the  drawer  could  not  perform, 
even  though  assisted  with  the  good  offices 
•of  Sir  Launcelot ;  for  the  head  and  jaws 
were  so  much  swelled  witii  the  discipline 
(hey  had  undergone,  that  the  straps  and 
buckles  lay  buried,  as  it  were,  in  pits  formed 
liy  the  tumefaction  of  the  adjacent  parts. 

Fortunately  for  the  novice,  a  nciglibouring 
Burgeon  passed  by  the  door  on  horsebank ;  a 


circumstance  which  the  waiter,  who  saw  him 
from  the  window,  no  sooner  disclosed,  tlran 
the  knight  had  recourse  to  his  assistance. 
This  practitioner  having  viewed  the  whole 
figure,  and  more  particularly  the  head  of 
Crowe,  in  silent  wonder,  proceeded  to  feel 
his  pulse  ;  and  then  declared  that  as  the  in- 
flanmiation  was  very  great,  and  going  oi 
with  violence  to  its  acmey  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  begin  with  copious  phlebotomy 
and  then  to  empty  the  intestinal  canal.  So 
saying,  he  began  to  strip  the  arm  of  the 
captain,  who  perceiving  his  aim, — "Avast, 
brother,"  cried  he,  "you  go  the  wrong  way 
to  work — you  may  as  well  rummage  the 
atlerhold,  when  the  damage  is  in  the  forecas- 
tle. I  shall  right  again  when  my  jaws  are 
unhooped." 

With  these  words  he  drew  a  clasp-knife 
from  his  pocket,  and,  advancing  to  a  glass, 
applied  it  so  vigorously  to  the  leathern  straps 
of  his  headpiece,  that  the  gordian  knot  was 
cut,  without  any  other  damage  to  his  face 
than  a  moderate  scarification,  which,  added 
to  the  tumefaction  of  features,  naturally 
strong,  and  a  whole  week's  growth  of  a  very 
bushy  beard,  produced,  on  the  whole,  a  most 
hideous  caricature.  After  all,  there  was  a 
necessity  for  the  administration  of  the  sur- 
geon, who  found  divers  contusions  on  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  scull,  which  even  the  tin  cap 
had  not  been  able  to  protect  from  the  wea- 
pons  of  the  rustics. 

These  being  shaved  and  dressed  secundum 
artem,  and  the  operator  dismissed  with  a 
proper  acknowledgement,  our  knight  detach- 
ed one  of  the  post-boys  to  the  field  of  action 
for  intelligence  concerning  Mr  Clarke  and 
squire  Timothy  ;  and,  in  the  interim,  desired 
to  know  the  particulars  of  Crowe's  adven- 
tures since  he  parted  from  him  at  the  White 
Hart, 

A  connected  relation,  in  plain  English, 
was  what  he  had  little  reason  to  expect  from 
the  novice,  who  nevertheless  exerted  his 
faculties  to  the  uttermost  for  his  satisfaction. 
He  gave  him  to  understand,  that  in  steering 
his  course  to  Birmingham,  where  he  thought 
of  fitting  himself  with  tackle,  he  had  fallen 
in,  by  accident,  at  a  public  house,  with  an 
itinerant  tinker,  in  the  very  act  of  mending 
a  kettle  :  that,  seeing  him  do  his  business 
like  an  able  workman,  he  had  applied  to  him 
for  advice  ;  and  the  tinker,  after  having  con- 
sidered that  subject,  had  undertaken  to  make 
him  such  a  suit  of  armour,  as  neither  sword 
nor  lance  should  penetrate ;  that  they  ad- 
journed to  the  next  town,  where  the  leather 
coat,  the  plates  of  tinned  iron,  the  lance  and 
the  broad-sword  were  purchased,  together 
with  a  copper  saucepan,  which  the  artist  was 
now  at  work  upon,  in  converting  it  to  a 
shield ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  captain, 
being  impatient  to  begin  his  career  of  chival- 
ry, had  accommodated  himself  with  a  pot-lid, 
and  taken  to  the  highway,  notwithstanding 
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ill  the  entreaties,  tears,  and  remonstrances 
31'  his  nephew  Tom  Clarke,  who  could  not 
however  be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  him  in 
the  dangerous  voyage  he  had  undertaken  ; 
that  this  being  but  tlie  second  day  of  his 
iounu'v,  he  descried  hve  or  six  men  on 
horseback,  bearing  up  full  in  his  teeth;  upon 
which  he  threw  his  sails  a-back,  and  pre- 
pared for  action;  that  he  hailed  liiem  at  a 
iovi«iderable  distance,  and  bade  Uiem  bring 
to ;  when  they  came  alongside,  notwith- 
Btonding  his  hail,  he  ordered  them  to  clew 
lip  their  courses,  and  furl  their  top-sails, 
otherwise  he  would  be  foul  of  their  quarters  ; 
that,  hearing  thij  salute,  tliey  hili'od  all  at 
once,  till  their  cloth  shook  in  the  wind  ;  then 
he  hallooed  in  a  loud  voice,  that  his  sweet- 
heart Besselia  Mizzen  wore  the  broad  pen- 
dant of  beauty,  to  which  lliey  must  strike 
tlieir  topsails, "on  pain  of  being  sent  to  the 
bottom ;  that,  after  having  eyed  him  for 
some  time  with  astonishment,  they  clapped 
on  all  tiieir  sails,  some  of  them  running 
under  his  stern,  and  others  athwart  his  fore- 
foot, and  got  clear  oft';  that,  not  satisfied 
with  running  a-head,  they  all  of  a  sudden 
tacked  about,  and  one  of  them  boarding  him 
on  the  lee-quarter,  gave  liim  such  a  drubbing 
about  his  upper  works,  that  the  lights  danced 
in  his  lantiiorns  ;  that  he  returned  the  salute 
with  his  hop-pole  so  ell'ectually,  that  his  ag- 
gressor broached  to  in  the  twinkling  of  a 
handspike  ;  and  then  he  was  engaged  with 
all  the  rest  of  the  enemy,  except  one  who 
sheered  oft',  and  soon  returned  with  a  mus- 
queto  fleet  of  small  craft,  who  had  done  him 
considerable  damage,  and,  in  all  probability, 
would  have  made  prize  of  him,  had'nt  he 
been  brought  oft'  by  the  knight's  gallantry. 
He  said,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  conflict 
Tom  Clarke  rode  up  to  the  foremost  of  the 
enemy,  as  he  did  suppose,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent hostilities  ;  but  before  he  got  up  to  him 
near  enough  to  hold  discourse,  he  was  pooped 
with  a  sea  that  almost  sent  him  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  then  towed  otTlic  knew  not  whither. 

Crowe  had  scarce  finished  his  narration, 
which  consisted  of  broken  hints,  and  uncon- 
nected explosions  of  sea-terms,  when  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  neighbourhood,  who  acted 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace,  arrived  at 
the  gate,  attended  by  a  constable,  who  had 
in  custody  the  bodies  of  Thomas  Clarke  and 
Timothy  Crabshaw,  surrounded  by  five  men 
on  horseback,  and  an  innumerable  posse  of 
men,  women  and  children,  on  foot.  The 
captain,  who  always  kept  a  good  look-out, 
no  sooner  descried  this  cavalcade  and  pro- 
cession, than  he  gave  notice  to  Sir  Lannce- 
lot,  and  advised  that  they  should  crowd 
away  with  all  tiie  sail  they  could  carry.  Our 
adventurer  was  of  another  opinion,  and  de- 
termined, at  any  rate,  to  procure  the  en- 
laro-emcnt  of  the  prisoners. 

The  justice,  ordering  his  attendants  to 
■tay  without  the  gate,  sent  his  compliments 


to  Sir  Launcelot  (ircaves,  and  desired  tc 
s[)cak  with  him  for  a  few  minutes.  He  was 
immediately  admitted,  and  could  not  help 
staring  at  sight  of  Crowe,  who,  by  tliis  time, 
had  no  remains  of  the  human  physiognomy, 
so  much  was  the  swelling  increased,  and  the 
skin  discoloured.  The  gentleman,  whose 
nama  was  Mr  Elmy,  having  made  a  polite 
apology  for  the  liberty  he  had  taken,  pro- 
ceeded to  unfold  his  business.  He  said, 
information  had  been  lodged  with  him,  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  against  two  armed  men 
on  horseback,  who  had  stopped  five  farmers 
on  the  king's  highway,  put  them  in  fear  and 
danger  of  their  lives,  and  even  assaulted, 
maimed,  and  wounded  divers  persons,  con- 
trary to  the  king's  peace,  and  in  violation  of 
the  statute  ;  that,  by  the  description,  he  sup- 
posed  liie  knight  and  his  companion  to  be  the 
persons  against  whom  the  complaint  had 
been  lodged  :  and  understanding  his  quality 
from  Mr  Clarke,  whom  he  had  known  in 
London,  he  was  come  to  wait  upon  him,  and 
if  possible  efl'ect  an  accommodation. 

Our  adventurer  having  thanked  him  for 
the  polite  and  obliging  manner  in  which  he 
proceeded,  frankly  told  him  the  whole  story, 
as  it  had  been  just  related  by  the  captain  , 
and  Mr  Elmy  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  narrative,  as  it  confirmed  every 
circumstance  which  Clarke  had  before  re- 
ported. Indeed,  Tom  had  been  very  com- 
municative to  this  gentleman,  and  made  iiim 
acquainted  witii  the  whole  history  of  Sir 
Launcelot  Greaves,  as  well  as  u'itli  the 
whimsical  resolution  of  his  uncle.  Captain 
Crowe.  Mr  Elmy  now  told  the  knight,  that 
the  persons  whom  the  captain  had  stopped, 
were  farme/s  returning  from  a  neighbouring 
market,  a  set  of  people  naturally  boorish 
and  at  that  time  elevated  with  ale  to  an  un. 
common  pitch  of  insolence  :  that  one  of 
them  in  particular,  called  Prickle,  was  the 
most  quarrelsome  fellow  in  tiic  v.hole  county; 
and  so  litigious,  that  he  had  maintained  above 
thirty  law-suits,  in  eight  and  tv/enty  of 
which  he  had  been  condemned  in  costs.  He 
said  tlie  others  might  be  easily  influenced  in 
the  way  of  admonition  ;  but  there  was;  no 
way  of  dealing  with  Prickle,  except  by  the 
form  and  authority  of  the  law  ;  he  therefore 
proposed  to  hear  evidence  in  a  judicial  capa- 
city, and  his  clerk  being  in  attendance,  the 
court  was  opened  in  the  knight's  apartment. 

By  tins  time  Mr  Clarke  had  made  such 
good  use  of  his  time  in  explaining  tlie  law 
to  his  audience,  and  displaying  the  great 
wealth  and  unbounded  liberality  of  Sir 
Launcelot  Greaves,  that  he  had  actually 
brought  over  to  iiis  sentiments  the  constable 
and  the  commonalty,  tag,  rag,  and  bob-tai., 
and  even  staggered  the  majority  of  the 
farmers,  who,  at  first,  had  breathed  nothing 
but  defiance  and  revenge.  Farmer  Stake 
being  first  called  to  the  bar,  and  sworn  touch- 
ing the  identity  of  Sir  Launcelot  Grea^/M 
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ind  Captain  Crowe,  declared  that  the  said 
Crowe  Jiad  stopped  him  on  the  king's  high- 
way, and  put  him  in  hodily  fear  ;  that  he  af- 
terwards saw  the  said  Crowe  with  a  pole  or 
weapon,  value  three  pence,  breaking  the 
lung's  peace,  by  committing  assault  and  bat- 
tery against  the  heads  and  shoulders  of  his 
majesty's  liege  subjects,  Geoffrey  Prickle, 
Hodge  Dolt,  Riciiard  Bumpkin,  Mary  Fang, 
Catherine  Rubble,  and  Margery  Litter  ; 
;ind  that  he  saw  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  bar- 
onet, aiding,  assisting,  and  comforting  the 
said  Crowe,  contrary  to  the  king's  peace, 
and  against  the  form  of  the  statute. 

Being  asked,  if  the  defendant,  when  he 
stopped  them,  demanded  their  money,  or 
threatened  violence  "?  he  answered,  he  could 
not  say,  inasmuch  as  the  defendant  spoke  in 
an  unknown  language.  Being  interrogated, 
if  the  defendant  did  not  allow  them  to  pass 
without  using  any  violence,  and  if  they  did 
not  pass  unmolested  ?  the  deponent  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  Being  required  to  tell 
for  what  reason  they  returned,  and  if  the 
defendant,  Crowe,  was  not  assaulted  before 
he  began  to  use  his  weapon,  the  deponent 
made  no  answer.  The  depositions  of  far- 
mer Bumpkin  and  Mugeins,  as  well  as  of 
j\Iadge  Litter  and  Mary  Fang,  were  taken  to 
much  the  game  purpose ;  and  his  worship 
earnestly  exhorted  them  to  an  accommoda- 
tion, observing,  that  they  themselves  were 
in  fact  the  aggressors,  and  that  Captain 
Crowe  had  done  no  more  than  exerted  him- 
self in  his  own  defence. 

They  were  all  pretty  well  disposed  to  fol- 
low his  advice,  except  farmer  Prickle,  who, 
entering  the  court  with  a  bloody  handker- 
chief about  his  head,  declared  that  the  law 
should  determine  it  at  next  'size  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  insisted  that  the  defendants 
should  find  immediate  bail,  or  go  to  prison, 
or  be  set  in  the  stocks.  He  affirmed  that 
they  had  been  guilty  of  an  affray,  in  appear- 
ing with  armour  and  weaj)ons  not  usually 
worn,  to  the  terror  of  others,  which  is  in  it- 
self a  breach  of  the  peace ;  but  that  they 
had,  moreover,  with  force  of  arms,  that  is  to 
say,  with  swords,  staves,  and  other  warlike 
instruments,  by  turns,  made  an  assault  and 
affray,  to  the  terror  and  disturbance  of  him 
and  divers  subjects  of  our  lord  the  king, 
then  and  there  being,  and  to  the  evil  and 
[lernicious  example  of  the  liege  people  of 
the  said  lord  the  king,  and  against  the  peace  of 
our  said  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and  dignity. 

The  peasant  l;ad  purchased  a  few  law- 
terms  at  a  considerable  expense,  and  he 
thought  he  hac/  a  right  to  turn  his  knowledge 
to  the  annoyance  of  all  his  neighbours.  Mr 
Elmy,  finding  him  obshnately  deaf  to  all 
proposals  of  accornmodatioM,  held  the  de- 
fendants to  very  moderate  bail,  the  landlord 
and  the  curate  of  the  parish  freely  offering 
tlicmselvcs  as  sureties.  Mr  Clarke,  with 
Timothy  Crabshaw,  against  when  nothing 


appeared,  were  now  set  at  liberty  ;  when 
the  former,  advancing  to  his  worship,  gave 
information  against  Geoffrey  Prickle,  and  de- 
clared upon  oath  that  he  had  seen  him  as- 
sault Captain  Crowe  without  any  provoca- 
tion ;  and  when  he,  the  deponent,  inter- 
posed to  prevent  further  mischief,  the  said 
Prickle  had  likewise  assaulted  and  wounded 
him,  the  deponent,  and  detained  him  for 
some  time  in  false  imprisonment,  without 
warrant  or  authority. 

In  consequence  of  this  information,  which 
was  corroborated  by  divers  evidences,  se- 
lected from  the  mob  at  the  gate,  the  tables 
were  turned  upon  farmer  Prickle,  who  was 
given  to  understand,  that  he  must  either  find 
bail,  or  be  forthwith  imprisoned.  Tliis  honest 
boor,  who  was  in  opulent  circumstances,  had 
made  such  popular  use  of  the  benefits  he 
possessed,  that  there  was  not  a  housekeeper 
in  the  parish  who  would  not  have  rejoiced 
to  see  him  hanged.  His  dealings  and  con- 
nections, however,  were  such,  that  none  of 
the  other  four  would  have  refused  to  bail 
him,  had  not  Clarke  given  them  to  under- 
stand,  that,  if  they  did,  he  would  make  them 
all  principals  and  parties,  and  have  two  sepa- 
rate actions  against  each.  Prickle  happened 
to  be  at  variance  with  the  innkeeper,  and 
the  curate  durst  not  disoblige  the  vicar,  who 
at  that  very  time  was  suing  the  farmer  for 
the  small  tithes.  He  offered  to  deposit  a 
sum  equal  to  the  recognizance  of  the  knight's 
bail ;  but  this  was  rejected,  as  an  expedient 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  courts.  He 
sent  for  the  attorney  of  the  village,  to  whom 
he  had  been  a  good  customer  ;  but  the  law- 
yer was  hunting  evidence  in  another  county. 
The  exciseman  presented  himself  as  a  surety  ; 
but  he,  not  being  a  housekeeper,  was  not 
accepted.  Divers  cottagers,  wlio  depended 
on  farmer  Prickle,  were  successively  re- 
fused, because  they  could  not  prove  that 
they  had  paid  scot  and  lot  and  parish  taxes. 

The  farmer,  finding  himself  thus  forlorn, 
and  in  imminent  danger  of  visiting  the  in- 
side of  a  prison,  was  seized  with  a  paroxysm 
of  rage,  during  wliich  he  inveighed  against 
tlie  bench,  reviled  the  two  adventurers  errant, 
declared  that  he  believed,  and  would  lay  a 
wager  of  twenty  guineas,  that  he  had  more 
money  in  his  pocket  than  e'er  a  man  in  the 
company  ;  and  in  the  space  of  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  swore  forty  oaths,  which  the  justice  did 
not  fail  to  number.  "  Before  we  proceed  to 
other  matters,"  said  Mr  Elmy,  "  1  order  you 
to  pay  forty  sliiilings  for  the  oaths  you  have 
swore,  otlierwise  I  will  cause  you  to  be  set 
in  the  stocks  without  further  ceremony." 

Prickle,  throwing  down  a  couple  of  gui- 
neas,  v/ith  two  execrations  more  to  make  up 
the  sum,  declared  that  he  could  afford  to 
pay  for  swearing  as  well  as  e'er  a  justice  in 
the  county,  and  re-peated  his  challenge  of  the 
wager,  which  our  adventurer  now  accepted, 
pretesting  at  Ihe  same  time,  that  it  was  not 
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■  Btep  taken  iVoin  aiiy  motive  of  pride,  but 
pntirely  with  a  view  to  punish  an  insolent 
plebci-Jn,  who  could  not  otherwise  he  chas- 
tised witliout  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Twenty 
jTunieas  being  deposited  on  eacli  side  in  the 
hi'ids  of  Mr'Ehny,  Prickle,  with  equal  con- 
H-ence  and  dispatch,  produced  a  canvass  bajj, 
~?ntauuncr  two  hundred  and  seventy  pounds, 
"jhic'i,  beTn;T  spread  upon  the  table,  made  a 
»»;rv  forTniduble  sliow,  that  dazzled  the  eyes 
^f  the  beholders,  and  induced  many  of  them 
.';  believe  he  had  insured  his  conquest. 

Our  adventurer,  asking  if  he  had  any  thing 
further  to  oflor,  and  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  drew  forth,  witii  great  deliberation, 
a  pocket-book,  in  which  there  was  a  con- 
siderable parcel  of  bank-notes,  from  which 
he  selected  three  of  one  hundred  pounds  each, 
and  exhibited  them  upon  the  table,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all  present.  Prickle,  mad 
with  his  overthrow  and  loss,  said  it  might  be 
necessary  to  make  him  prove  the  notes  were 
honestly  come  by  ;  and  Sir  Launcelot  started 
up,  in  order  to  take  vengeance  upon  him  for 
this  insult,  but  was  withheld  by  the  arms  and 
remonstrances  of  Mr  Elmy,  who  assured  him 
that  Prickle  desired  nothing  so  much  as 
another  broken  head,  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
a  nev/  prosecution. 

The  knight,  calmed  by  this  interposition, 
turned  to  the  audience,  saying,  with  the  most 
affable  deportment,  '•Good  people,  do  not 
imagine  that  I  intend  to  pocket  the  spoils  of 
euch  a  contemptible  rascal.  I  shall  beg  the 
favour  of  this  worthy  gentleman  to  take  up 
these  twenty  guineas,  and  distribute  them  as 
he  shall  think  proper  among  the  poor  of  the 
parish;  but,  by  this  benefaction,  I  do  not 
hold  myself  acquitted  for  the  share  I  had  in 
the  bruises  some  of  you  have  received  in 
this  unlucky  fray,  and  therefore  I  give  the 
other  twenty  guineas  to  be  divided  among 
the  sufferers,  to  each  according  to  the  dam- 
ao-e  he  or  she  shall  appear  to  have  sustained  ; 
and  I  shall  consider  it  as  an  additional  obli- 
p-ation,  if  Mr  Elmy  will  likewise  superintend 
this  retribution." 

At  the  close  of  this  address,  the  whole 
vard  and  gateway  rung  with  acclamation, 
while  honest  Crowe,  wiiose  generosity  was 
not  inferior  even  to  that  of  the  accomplished 
Greaves,  pulled  out  his  purse,  and  declared, 
that,  as  he  had  begun  the  engagement,  lie 
n'ould  at  least  go  share  and  sliure  alike  in 
now-caulking  their  seams  and  repairing  their 
timbers.  The  knight,  rather  than  enter  into 
a  dispute  with  his  novice,  told  him  he  con- 
bidered  the  twenty  guineas  as  given  by  them 
both  in  conjunction,  and  that  they  would 
confer  together  on  that  subject  hereafler. 

This  fHiint  being  adjusted,  Mr  Elmy  as- 
emned  all  the  solemnity  of  the  magistrate, 
and  addressed  himself  to  Prickle  in  these 
words  : — "  Farmer  Prickle,  I  am  both  sorry 
and  ashamed  to  see  a  man  of  your  years  and 
circumstances  so  little  respected    that  you 


cannot  find  sufficient  bail  for  forty  pounds  ; 
a  sure  testimony  tliat  you  have  neither  cul- 
tivated  the  friendship,  nor  deserved  the  good- 
will of  your  neighbours.  I  have  heard  of 
your  qua'rrels  and  your  riots,  your  insolencf 
and  litigious  disposition,  and  often  wished 
lor  an  (i|)portunity  of  giving  you  a  prope) 
taste  of  liie  law's"  correction.  That  oppor- 
tunity nov/  offers — you  have,  in  the  hcarin-: 
of  all  these  people,  poured  forth  a  torrent  of 
abuse  against  me,  both  in  the  character  of  a 
gentleman  and  of  a  magistrate  ;  your  abusin:" 
me  personally,  perhaps  I  should  have  over- 
looked with  the  contempt  it  deserves ;  but 
1  should  ill  vindicate  the  dignity  of  my  office 
as  a  magistrate,  by  suffering  you  to  insulf 
the  bench  with  impunity.  1  shall  therefore 
imprison  you  for  contemi)t,  and  you  shall  re- 
main in  jail,  until  you  can  find  bail  on  the 
other  prosecutions." 

Prickle,  the  first  transports  of  his  anger 
having  subsided,  began  to  be  pricked  v/ith 
tiie  tliorns  of  compunction.  He  was  indeed 
extremely  mortified  at  the  prospect  of  being 
sent  to  jail  so  disgi-acefuUy.  His  counte- 
nance fell,  and  after  a  hard  internal  struggle, 
v.'hile  the  clerk  was  employed  in  writing  the 
mittimus,  he  said  he  hoped  his  worship  would 
not  send  him  to  prison.  He  begged  pardon 
of  him  and  our  adventurers  for  having  abused 
them  in  his  passion  ;  and  observed,  that,  as 
he  had  received  a  broken  head,  and  paid  t\Jo- 
and-twenty  guineas  for  his  folly,  he  could 
not  be  said  to  have  escaped  altogether  with- 
out punishment,  even  if  the  plaintiff  should 
agree  to  exchange  releases. 

Sir  Launcelot,  seeing  this  stubborn  rustic 
effectually  humbled,  became  an  advocate  in 
his  favour  with  Mr  Elmy  and  Tom  Clarke, 
who  forgave  him  at  his  request ;  and  a  mu- 
tual release  being  executed,  the  farmer  vv'as 
permitted  to  depart.  The  populace  were  re- 
galed at  our  adventurers  expense  ;  and  the 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  had  been 
wounded  or  bruised  in  the  battle,  to  the  nnni- 
ber  of  ten  or  a  dozen,  were  desired  to  wait 
upon  Mr  Elmy  in  the  morning,  to  receive  thn 
knight's  bounty.  The  justice  was  prevailed 
upon  to  spend  the  evening  with  Sir  Launce- 
lot and  his  two  companions,  for  whom  sup- 
per was  bespoke  ;  but  the  first  thing  the  coolc 
prepared,  was  a  poultice  for  Crowe's  head, 
which  was  now  enlarged  to  a  monstrous  ex- 
hibition. Our  knight,  who  was  all  kindnes:-) 
and  complacency,  shook  Mr  Clarke  by  the 
hand,  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  meeting 
with  his  old  friends  again,  and  told  hiiii 
softly,  that  he  had  compliments  for  him  from 
Mrs'DolIy  Cowslip,  who  now  lived  with  his 
Aurelia. 

Clarke  was  confuunded  at  this  intelligence 
and  after  some  hesitation, — "  Lord  bless  my 
soul '."  cried  he,  "  PU  be  shot  then,  if  the 
pretended  Miss  Meadows  wa'n't  the  same  as? 
Miss  Darnel  !"  He  then  declared  "limself 
extremely  glad  that  poor  Dolly  had  got  luto 
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fluch  an  agreeable  situation,  passed  many 
warm  cncoiiiiums  on  her  goodness  of  heart 
and  virtuous  inclinations,  and  concluded 
with  appealing  to  the  knight,  whether  she 
did  not  look  very  pretty  in  her  green  Joseph  1 
In  the  mean  tim  i,  he  procured  a  plaster  for 
Jiis  own  head,  and  helped  to  apply  the  poui- 
tice  to  that  of  his  uncle,  who  was  sent  to 
bed  be>5mns  with  a  moderate  dose  of  sack- 
whey,  to  )romote  perspiration.  The  other 
tiiree  passed  the  evening  to  their  mutual 
satisfaction  ;  and  the  justice,  in  particular, 
grew  enamoured  of  the  knight's  character, 
dashed  as  it  was  with  extravagance. 

Let  us  now  leave  them  to  the  enjoyment 
of  a  sober  and  rational  conversation,  and  give 
some  account  of  other  guests  who  arrived 
late  in  the  evening,  and  here  fixed  their 
night-quarters. — But  as  we  have  already  tres- 
passed on  the  reader's  patience,  we  shall 
give  iiim  a  short  respite  until  the  next  chap- 
ter makes  its  appearance. 


CHAPTER  XVIIL 

In  which  the  raijs  of  chivalry  shine  with 
renovated  lustre. 

Our  hero  little  dreamed  that  he  had  a  for- 
midable rival  in  the  person  of  the  knight 
who  arrived  about  eleven  at  the  sign  of  the 
St  George,  and,  by  the  noise  he  made,  gave 
intimation  of  his  importance.  This  was  no 
otlier  than  Squire  Sycamore,  who  having  re- 
ceived advice  that  Miss  Aurelia  Darnel  had 
eloped  from  the  place  of  her  retreat,  imme- 
diately took  the  held  in  quest  of  that  lovely 
fugitive :  hoping  that,  should  he  have  the 
good  fortune  to  find  her  in  her  present  dis- 
tress, his  good  offices  would  not  be  rejected. 
He  had  followed  the  cliase  so  close,  that  im- 
mediately after  our  adventurer's  departure, 
he  alighted  at  the  inn  from  whence  Aurelia 
had  been  conveyed,  and  there  he  learned  the 
particulars  which  we  have  related  above. 

Mr  Sycamore  had  a  great  deal  of  the 
childish  romantic  in  his  disposition,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  amours,  is  said  to  have 
always  taken  more  pleasure  in  the  pursuit 
than  in  the  final  possession.  He  had  heard 
of  Sir  Launcelot's  extravagance,  by  which 
he  was  in  some  measure  infected,  and  he 
dropped  an  insinuation,  that  he  could  eclipse 
his  rival  even  in  his  own  lunatic  sphere. 
This  hint  was  not  lost  upon  his  companion, 
counsellor,  and  buffoon,  the  facetious  Davy 
Dawdle,  who  had  some  humour  and  a  great 
deal  of  mischief  in  his  composition.  He 
looked  upon  his  patron  as  a  fool,  and  his 
patron  knew  him  to  be  both  knave  and  fool ; 
yet  the  two  characters  suited  each  other  so 
well,  that  they  could  hardly  exist  asunder. 
Davy  was  an  artful  sycophant,  but  he  did  not 
flatter  in  the  usual  way  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
behaved  en  cavalier,  and  treated  Sycamore, 


on  whose  bounty  he  subsisted,  with  the  most 
sarcastic  familiarity,  Nevertheless,  he  sea- 
soned his  freedom  with  certain  qualifying 
ingredients  that  subdued  the  bitterness  of  it, 
and  was  now  become  so  necessary  to  the 
squire,  tliat  he  had  no  idea  of  enjoyment 
with  which  Dawdle  was  not  somehow  or 
other  connected.  There  had  been  a  warm 
dispute  betwixt  them  about  the  scheme  of 
contesting  the  prize  with  Sir  Launcelot  in 
the  lists  of  chivalry.  Sycamore  had  insinu- 
ated, that  if  he  had  a  mind  to  play  the  fool, 
he  could  wear  armour,  v/ield  a  lance,  and 
manage  a  charger,  as  well  as  Sir  Launcelot 
Greaves.  Dawdle  snatching  the  hint,  "  I 
had  some  time  ago,"  said  he  "  contrived  a 
scheme  for  you,  which  1  was  afraid  you  had 
not  address  enough  to  execute — It  would  be 
no  difficult  matter,  in  imitation  of  the  bache- 
lor Sampton  Carrasco,  to  go  in  quest  of 
Greaves  as  a  kniglit-errant,  defy  him  as  a 
rival,  and  establish  a  compact,  by  which  the 
vanquished  should  obey  the  injunctions  of 
the  victor."  "  That  is  my  very  idea,"  cried 
Sycamore.  "  Your  idea,"  replied  the  other, 
"  had  you  ever  an  idea  of  your  own  concep- 
tion?" Thus  the  dispute  began,  and  was 
maintained  with  great  vehemence,  until  other 
arguments  failing,  the  squire  offered  to  lay  a 
wager  of  twenty  guineas.  To  this  proposal 
Dawdle  answered  by  the  interjection  pish ! 
which  inflamed  Sycamore  to  a  repetition  of 
the  defiance.  "  You  are  in  the  right,"  said 
Dawdle,  "  to  use  such  an  argument  as  you 
know  is  by  me  unanswerable.  A  wager  of 
twenty  guineas  will  at  any  time  overthrow 
and  confute  all  the  logic  of  the  most  able 
syllogist,  who  has  not  got  a  shilling  in  hia 
pocket." 

Sycamore  looked  very  grave  at  this  decla. 
ration,  and,  after  a  short  pause,  said,  *'  I 
wonder.  Dawdle,  what  you  do  with  all  your 
money  !"  "I  am  surprised  you  should  give 
yourself  that  trouble — I  never  ask  what  you 
do  with  yours."  "  You  have  no  occasion  to 
ask,  yon  know  pretty  well  how  it  goes." 
"  What !  do  you  upbraid  me  with  your 
favours  ! — 'tis  mighty  well.  Sycamore." — 
•'  jVay,  Dawdle,  1  did  not  inte-nd  to  affront." 
"  Zounds  !  affront !  what  d'ye  mean  ]"  "  I'll 
assure  you,  Daw.  you  don't  know  me,  if 
you  think  I  could  he  so  ungenerous  as  to — 
a — to" — "  I  always  thought,  whatever  faults 
or  foibles  you  might  have.  Sycamore,  thai 
you  was  not  deficient  in  generosity, — though 
to  be  sure  it  is  often  very  absurdly  displayed." 
"Ay,  that's  one  of  my  greatest  foibles;  I 
can't  refuse  even  a  scoundrel  when  I  think 
he  is  in  want. — Here,  Dawdle,  take  that 
note."  "  Not  I,  sir, — what  d'ye  mean, — 
what  right  have  I  to  your  notes!"  "Nay, 
but  Dawdle, — come."  "  By  no  means — if 
looks  like  the  abuse  of  good-nature, — all  the 
world  knows  you're  good-natured  to  a  fault." 
"  Come,  dear  Davy,  you  shall — you  must 
oblige  me."     Thus  urged.  Dawdle  accepted 
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the  bank-note  with  jrreat  reluctance,  and  re- 
stored the  idea  to  the  right  owner. 

A  sr.it  of  armour  hein|r  brouglit  from  the 
g-arret  or  armoury  of  his  ancestors,  he  gave 
orders  for  liaving  tlie  pieces  scoured  und 
furbished  up;  and  l;is  heart  dilated  with  joy 
when  he  rellected  upon  tlio  superb  figure  he 
should  make  wlien  cased  in  .complete  steel, 
and  armed  at  all  j)oints  for  the  combat. 

Wiien  lie  was  fitted  with  the  ether  parts, 
Dawdle  insisted  on  buckling  on  his  helmet, 
wiiich  weighed  fifteen  pounds  ;  and  tiie 
headpiece  being  adjusted,  made  such  a  clat- 
ter about  his  cars  with  a  cudgel,  that  his  eyes 
had  almost  started  from  their  sockets.  His 
voice  was  lost  within  the  vizor,  and  his 
friend  affected  not  to  understand  his  mean- 
ing when  he  mads  signs  with  his  gauntlets, 
and  endeavoured  to  close  with  him,  tliat  he 
might  wrest  the  cudgel  out  of  his  hand.  At 
length  he  desisted,  saying,  "  I'll  warrant  the 
lielmet  sound  by  its  rising;"  and  taking  it 
off',  found  the  squire  in  a  cold  sweat,  lie 
would  have  achieved  his  first  exploit  on  the 
spot,  had  his  strength  permitted  him  to  as- 
sault Dawdle  ;  but,  what  with  want  of  air, 
and  the  discipline  he  had  undergone,  he  had 
well  nigh  swooned  away  ;  and  before  he  re- 
trieved the  use  of  his  members,  he  was  ap- 
peased by  the  apologies  of  his  companion, 
who  protested  he  meant  nothing  more  than 
to  try  if  tlie  helmet  was  free  of  cracks,  and 
whether  or  not  it  would  prove  a  good  protec- 
tion to  the  head  it  covered. 

His  excuses  were  accepted  ;  the  armour 
was  packed  up,  and  next  morning  ]\lr  Syca- 
more set  out  from  his  own  house,  accompa- 
nied by  Dawdle,  who  undertook  to  perform 
the  part  of  his  squire  at  the  approaching 
L"ombat.  He  was  also  attended  by  a  servant 
on  horseback,  who  had  charge  of  the  armour, 
and  another  who  blowed  the  trumpet.  They 
no  sooner  understood  that  our  hero  was 
housed  at  the  George,  than  the  trumpeter 
Koundcd  a  charge,  which  alarmed  Sir  Launcc- 
iot  and  his  company,  and  di.sturbed  honest 
Captain  Crow^e  in  the  middle  of  his  first 
sleep.  Their  next  step  was  to  pen  a  chal- 
lenge, which,  when  the  stranger  departed, 
was  by  the  trumpeter  delivered  with  great 
ceremony  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Launcelot, 
who  read  it  in  tliese  words : — 

"  To  the  Knight  of  the  Crescent,  greet- 
ing. Whereas  1  am  informed  you  have  the 
presutnption  to  lay  claim  to  the  heart  of  the 
peerless  Aurelia  Darnel,  I  give  you  notice 
that  I  can  admit  no  rival«hip  in  the  aflcction 
'jf  that  paragon  of  beauty;  and  I  expect  that 
you  will  either  resign  your  pretensions,  or 
make  it  appear,  in  single  combat,  according 
to  the  law  of  arms,  and  the  institutions  of 
chivalry,  that  you  are  worthy  to  dispute  her 
favour  with  him  of  tiie  Griffin. 

"  PoLYDOnE." 

Our  adventurer  was  not  a  little  surprised 
tt  this  addp'ss  which  however  he  pocketed 


in  silence,  and  began  to  reflect,  not  without 
mortification,  that  he  was  treated  as  a  luna- 
tic  by  some  person  who  wanted  to  amuse 
himself  with  the  infirmities  of  his  fellow- 
creatures.  Mr  Thomas  Clarke,  wlio  saw  the 
cerenjony  witii  which  the  letter  wa^  deliver- 
ed, and  tiie  emotions  witn  wiiich  it  was  read 
hied  nini  to  the  kitchen  for  intelligence,  and 
there  learned  that  the  stranger  was  S([uire 
Sycamore.  He  forthwith  comprehended  the 
nature  of  the  billet,  and,  in  the  ajiprehension 
tliat  bloodshed  would  ensue,  resolved  to 
alarm  l;is  uncle,  that  he  might  assist  in 
keej)ingthe  i)eacc.  He  accordingly  entered 
the  apartment  of  the  captain,  who  had  been 
waked  by  the  trumpet,  and  now  peevishly 
asked  tlie  meaning  of  that  damned  piping., 
as  if  all  hands  were  called  upon  deck.  Clarke 
having  imparted  what  he  knew  of  the  trans- 
action, together  with  his  own  conjectures, 
the  captain  said,  he  did  not  suppose  as  how 
they  would  engage  by  candle  liglit ;  and 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  should  turn  out  in 
tlie  larboard  watch,  long  enough  before  any 
signals  could  be  hove  out  for  forming  tiie 
line.  With  this  assurance  the  lawyer  re- 
tired to  his  rest,  where  he  did  not  fail  to 
dream  of  Mrs  Dolly  Cowslip,  while  Sir 
Launcelot  passed  the  night  awake,  in  rumi- 
nating on  the  strange  challenge  ho  had  re- 
ceived. He  had  got  notice  that  the  sender 
was  Mr  Sycamore,  and  hesitated  with  him- 
self whether  he  should  not  punish  him  for 
his  impertinence ;  but  when  he  reflected  on 
the  nature  of  the  dispute,  and  the  serioua 
consequences  it  might  produce,  he  resolved 
to  decline  the  combat,  as  a  trial  of  right  and 
merit  founded  u])on  .absurdity.  Even  in  his 
maddest  hours,  he  never  adopted  those  max- 
ims of  knight-errantry  which  related  to  chal- 
lenges, lie  always  perceived  the  folly  and 
wickedness  of  defying  a  man  to  mortal  fight, 
because  he  did  not  like  the  colour  of  his 
beard,  or  the  complexion  of  his  mistress  ;  or 
of  deciding  by  homicide  whether  he  or  his. 
rival  deserved  the  preference,  when  it  was 
the  lady's  prerogative  to  determine  which 
should  he  the  happy  lover.  It  was  his  opi- 
nion that  chivalry  was  an  useful  institution 
while  confined  to  its  original  purposes  of 
protectino'the  innocent,  assisting  the  friend- 
less, and  bringing  the  guilty  to  condign  pun- 
ishment :  but  he  could  not  conceive  how 
these  laws  should  be  answered  by  violating 
every  suggestion  of  reason,  and  every  pre- 
cept of  humanity. 

Captain  Crowe  did  not  examine  the  mat- 
ter so  philosophically.  He  took  it  for  grant- 
ed that  in  the  morning  the  two  knights  would 
come  to  action,  and  slept  sound  on  that  sup 
position.  But  he  rose  before  it  was  day 
resolved  to  be  somehow  concerned  in  tho 
fray ;  and  understanding  that  the  stranger 
had  a  companion,  set  him  down  iuimediatelj 
for  his  own  antagonist.  So  impatient  waa 
he  to  establish  this  secondary  contitst,  that 
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oy  day-break  he  entered  the  chamber  of 
Dawdle,  to  which  he  was  directed  b^  the 
waiter,  and  roused  him  with  a  hilloa,  that 
might  have  been  heard  at  the  distance  of 
half  a  leajTue.  Dawdle,  startled  by  this  ter- 
rific sound,  sprung  out  of  bed,  and  stood  up- 
right on  the  floor,  before  he  opened  his  eyes 
upon  the  object  by  wliich  he  liad  been  so 
dreadfully  alarmed.  But  when  he  behold 
the  head  of  Crowe,  so  swelled  and  swathed, 
BO  livid,  liideous,  and  grisly,  with  a  broad 
evvord  by  his  side,  and  a  case  of  pistols  in 
his  girdle,  he  believed  it  was  the  apparition 
of  some  murJered  man  ;  his  hair  bristled  up, 
his  teeth  chattered,  and  his  knees  knocked  : 
he  would  have  prayed,  but  his  tongue  denied 
its  office.  Crowe  seemg  his  perturbation, — 
"Mayhap,  friend,"  said  he,  "you  take  mo 
for  a  buccaneer  ;  but  I  am  no  such  person. 
My  name  is  Captain  Crowe.  I  come  not  for 
your  silver  nor  your  gold,  your  rigging  nor 
your  stowage  ;  but  hearing  as  how  your 
"friend  intends  to  bring  my  friend  Sir  Launce- 
lot  Greaves  to  action,  d'ye  see,  I  desire,  in 
the  way  of  friendship,  that,  while  they  are 
engaged,  you  and  I,  as  their  seconds,  may 
lie  board  and  board  for  a  few  glasses  to  di- 
vert one  another,  d'ye  see."  Dawdle  hear- 
ing this  request,  began  to  retrieve  his  facul- 
ties, and  throwing  himself  into  the  attitude 
of  Hamlet  when  the  ghost  appears,  exclaim- 
ed in  a  theatrical  accent^ 

"Angels  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  us! 
Art  tlioua  spirit  of  grace,  or  goblin  damn'd?" 

As  he  seemed  to  bend  his  eye  on  vacancy, 
the  captain  began  to  think  that  he  really 
saw  something  preterna.tural,  and  .jtared 
wildly  round.  Then  addressing  himself  to  the 
errified  Dawdle — "Damn'd,"  said  he,  "for 
what  should  I  be  damn'd  1  If  you  are  afeard 
of  goblins,  brother,  put  your  trust  in  the 
Lord,  and  he'll  prove  a  sheet  anchor  to  you." 
The  other  having  by  this  time  recollected 
himself  perfectly,  continued  notwithstanding 
to  spout  tragedy,  and  in  the  words  of  Mac- 
beth, pronounced, 

"  What  man  dai-e,  I  dare: 
Ai)proacl»  tliou  like  llie  rugged  Russian  Lear, 
The  armed  rhinoceros,  or  Hyrcanian  tigci-: 
Take  any  shape  iut  tliat,  and  nij'  firm  nerves 
Sliall  never  tremble." 

"  'Ware  names,  Jack,"  cried  the  impatient 
mariner,  "  if  so  be  as  how  you'll  bear  a  hand 
and  rig  yourself,  and  take  a  short  trip  with 
me  into  the  offing,  we'll  overhaul  this  here 
affiiir  in  the  turning  of  a  capstan." 

At  this  junoiure  they  were  joined  by  Mr 
Sycamore  in  his  night-gown  and  slij)pers. 
Disturbed  by  Crowe's  first  salute,  he  had 
rprung  up,  and  now  expressed  no  small  as- 
tonishment at  first  sight  of  the  novice's 
countenance.  After  having  gazed  alter- 
'ijately  at  him  and  Dawdle, — "  Who  have 
f  ou   got  here,  '  said    hc»    "  raw   head   and 


bloody  bones  ]"  When  his  friend,  slipping 
on  his  clothes,  gave  him  to  understand  that 
this  was  a  friend  of  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves, 
and  explained  the  purport  of  his  errand,  he 
treated  him  with  more  civility.  He  assured 
him  that  ho  should  have  t!io  pleasure  to 
break  a  spear  with  Mr  Dawdle ;  and  signi- 
fied his  surprisp  that  Sir  Launcelot  had  no'!: 
made  an  answer  to  his  letter.  It  being  by 
this  time  clear  day-light,  and  Crowe  ex- 
tremely interested  in  this  affair,  he  broke 
without  ceremony  into  the  knight's  chamber, 
and  told  him  abruptly  that  the  enemy  had 
brought  to,  and  waited  for  his  coming  up, 
in  order  to  begin  the  action. — "  I've  tiailed 
his  consort,"  said  he,  "  a  shambling  chatter- 
ing fellow  :  he  took  me  first  for  a  hobgoblin, 
then  called  me  names,  a  tiger,  a  wrynose- 
o'ross,  and  a  Persian  bear;  but  egad,  if  I 
come  athwart  him,  I'll  make  him  look  like 
the  bear  and  raggjed  staff  before  we  part — I 
wool — " 

This  intimation  was  not  received  with  that 
alacrity  which  the  captain  expected  to  find 
in  our  adventurer,  who  told  him  in  a  peremp- 
tory tone,  that  he  had  no  design  to  come  to 
action,  and  desired  to  be  left  to  his  repose. 
Crowe  forthwith  retired  crest-fallen,  and 
muttered  something,  which  was  never  dis- 
tinctly heard. 

About  eight  in  the  morning  Mr  Dawdle 
brought  him  a  formal  message  from  the 
knight  of  the  Griffin,  desiring  he  would  ap- 
point the  lists,  and  give  security  of  the  field. 
To  which  request  he  made  answer  in  a  verj' 
composed  and  solemn  accent, — "  If  the  per- 
son who  sent  you  thinks  I  have  injured  hiro, 
let  him,  without  disguise  or  any  such  ridicu- 
lous ceremony,  explain  the  nature  of  the 
wrong  ;  and  then  I  shaU  give  such  .satisfa-c- 
tion  as  may  suit  my  conscience  and  my  cha- 
racter. If  he  hath  bestowed  his  affection 
upon  any  particular  object,  and  looks  upon 
me  as  a  favourite  rival,  I  shall  not  wrong  the 
lady  so  much  as  to  take  any  step  that  may 
prejudice  her  choice,  especially  a  step  that 
contradicts  my  own  reason  as  much  as  it 
would  outrage  the  laws  of  my  country.  If 
he  who  calls  himself  knight  of  the  Griffin  is 
really  desirous  of  treading  in  the  paths  of 
true  chivalry,  ho  will  not  want  opportunities 
of  signalizing  his  valour  in  the  cause  of  vir- 
tue.  Should  he,  notwithstanding  this  deck- 
ration,  offer  violence  to  me  in  the  course  of 
my  occasions,  he  will  always  find  me  in  a 
posture  of  defence  ;  or,  should  he  persist  in 
repeating  his  importunities,  I  shall  without 
ceremony  chastise  the  messenger."  His  de- 
clining the  combat  was  interpreted  into  fear 
by  Mr  Sycamore,  who  now  became  more  in- 
solent  and  ferocious,  on  the  supposition  of 
our  knight's  timidity.  Sir  Launcelot  mean- 
while went  to  breakfast  with  his  friends,  and 
having  put  on  his  armour,  ordered  the  horsee 
to  be  brought  forth.  Then  he  paid  the  bill,  and 
walking  deliberately  to  the  gate,  in  presence 
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of  Squire  Sycamore  and  his  attendants, 
vaulted  at  one  sprin<r  into  the  saddle  of  Bron- 
zomartc,  whose  neiufhinn^  and  curveting  pro- 
claimed the  joy  he  felt  in  being  mounted  by 
his  accomplished  master. 

Though  the  knight  of  the  Griffin  did  not 
think  proper  to  insult  his  rival  personally, 
his  friend  Dawdle  did  not  tiiii  to  crack  some 
jokes  on  the  figure  and  horsemanship  of 
Crowe,  who  ngam  declared  he  should  bo 
glad  to  fall  in  with  him  upon  the  voyage  ; 
nor  did  Mr  Clarke's  black  patch  and  rueful 
countenance  pass  unnoticed  and  unridictded. 
As  for  Timothy  Crabshaw,  he  beheld  his 
brother  squire  with  the  contempt  of  a  vete- 
ran ;  and  Gilbert  paid  him  his  compliments 
with  his  heels  at  parting:  but  when  our  ad- 
venturer and  his  retinue  were  clear  of  the 
inn,  Mr  Sycamore  ordered  his  trumpeter  to 
sound  a  retreat,  by  way  of  triumph  over  his 
antagonist. 

Perhaps  he  would  have  contented  himself 
with  this  kind  of  victory,  had  not  Dawdle 
further  inflamed  his  envy  and  ambition,  by 
launching  out  in  praise  of  Sir  Launcelot. 
He  observed,  that  his  countenance  was  open 
and  manly  ;  his  joints  strong  knit,  and  his 
form  unexceptionable  ;  that  he  trod  like  Her- 
cules, and  vaulted  into  the  saddle  like  a 
winged  Mercury  :  nay,  he  even  hinted  it  was 
lucky  for  Sycamore 'that  the  knight  of  the 
Crescent  happened  to  be  so  pacifically  dis- 
posed. His  patron  sickened  at  these  praises, 
and  took  fire  at  the  last  observation.  He  af- 
fected to  undervalue  personal  beauty,  though 
the  opinion  of  the  world  had  been  fiivourable 
to  himself  in  that  particular :  he  said  lie  was 
at  least  two  inches  taller  than  Greaves  ;  and 
as  to  shape  and  air,  he  would  make  no  com- 
parisons ;  but  with  respect  to  riding,  he  was 
sure  he  had  a  better  seat  than  Sir  Launcelot, 
and  would  wager  five  hundred  to  fifty  gui- 
neas, that  he  would  unhorse  him  at  the  first 
encounter.  "  There  is  no  occasion  for  lay- 
ing wagers,"  replied  Mr  Dawdle,  "  the  doubt 
may  bo  determined  in  half  an  hour — Sir 
Launcelot  is  not  a  man  to  avoid  you  at  full 
gallop."  Sycamore,  after  some  hesitation, 
declared  he  vi-ould  follow  and  provoke  him 
to  battle,  on  condition  that  Dawdle  would 
engage  Crowe  ;  and  this  condition  u-as  ac- 
cepted :  for,  though  Davy  had  no  stomach 
to  the  trial,  ho  could  not  readily  find  an  ex- 
cuse fo-  declining  it;  besides, "he  had  dis- 
covered he  captain  to  be  a  very  bad  horse- 
man, and  resolved  to  eke  out  his  own  scanty 
valour  with  a  border  of  ingenuity.  The  ser- 
vants were  immediately  ordered  to  unpack 
the  armour,  and,  in  a  little  time,  Mr  Syca- 
more made  a  very  formidable  appearance. 
But  the  scene  that  followed  is  too  impor- 
tant to  be  huddled  in  at  the  end  of  a 
chapter:  and  therefore  we  shall  reserve  it 
for  a  more  conspicuous  place  in  these  mc- 
incirs. 

5  D*  69* 


CHAPTER  X  X. 

Containing  the  acliipvnnrnis  of  ihe  knightt 
of  the  (irijjin  and  Crescent. 

Mr  Sycamore,  alias  the  knight  of  the  Griffin, 
so  denominated  from  a  gritlin  prtinted  on  his 
shield,  being  armed  at  all  points,  end  his 
friend  Dawdle  provided  with  a  certain  imple- 
ment, which  he  flattered  himself  would  in- 
sure  a  victory  over  the  novice  Crowe,  they 
set  out  from  the  George,  with  their  attend- 
ants, in  all  the  elevation  of  hope,  and  pranced 
along  the  highway  that  led  towards  London, 
that  being  the  mad  which  our  adventu- 
rer pursued.  As  they  were  extremely  well 
mounted,  and  proceeded  at  a  round  pace, 
they  in  less  than  two  hours  came  up  with 
Sir  Launcelot  and  his  company  :  and  Syca- 
more scut  another  formal  defiance  to  the 
knight  by  his  trumpeter.  Dawdle  liaving,  foi 
good  reasons,  declined  that  office. 

Oiir  adventurer  hearing  himself  thus  ad- 
dressed, and  seeing  his  rival,  who  had  passed 
him,  posted  to  obstruct  his  progress,  armed 
cap-a-pee,  with  his  lance  in  the  rest,  deter- 
mined  to  give  the  satisfiiction  that  was  re- 
quired, and  desired  that  the  regulations  of 
the  combat  might  be  established.  The 
knight  of  the  Griffin  proposed  that  the  van- 
quished party  should  resign  all  pretensions 
to  Miss  Aurclia  Darnel,  in  favour  of  the 
victor;  that  while  the  principals  were  en- 
gaged, his  friend  Dawdle  should  run  a  till 
v.-ith  Captain  Crowe  :  that  Squire  Crabshaw 
and  Mr  Sycamore's  servant  should  keep 
themselves  in  readiness  to  assist  their  re- 
spective masters  occasionally,  according  to 
the  law  of  arms  ;  and  that  Mr  Clarke  should 
observe  the  motions  of  the  trumpeter,  whose 
province  was  to  sound  the  charge  to  battle. 

Our  knight  agreed  to  these  regulations, 
notwithstanding  the  earnest  and  pathetic  re- 
monstrances of  the  young  lawyer,  who,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  conjured  all  the  combatants 
in  their  turn  to  refrain  from  an  action  that 
might  be  attended  with  bloodshed  and  mur- 
der, and  was  contrary  to  the  laws  both  of 
God  and  man.  In  vain  he  endeavoured  tc 
move  them  by  tears  and  entreaties,  by  threat- 
ening them  with  prosecutions  in  this  world, 
and  pains  and  penalties  in  the  next ;  they 
persisted  in  their  resolution,  and  his  uncle 
would  have  begun  hostilities  on  his  carcass, 
had  he  not  been  prevented  by  Sir  Launcelot, 
who  exhorted  Clarke  to  retire  from  the  field, 
that  he  might  not  be  involved  in  the  conse- 
quences of  the  combat.  He  relished  this 
ailvicc  so  well,  that  he  had  actually  moved 
off  to  some  distance  ;  but  his  apprehensions 
and  concern  for  his  friends  co-operating  with 
an  insatiable  curiosity,  detained  him  in  sight 
of  the  engagement. 

The  two  knights  liaving  fairly  divided  tu« 
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ground,  and  the.n&nie  precautioK'5  joing  taken  I 
by  the  seconds,  en  another  pait  d"  the  field, 
Sycamore  begaii  to  be  invaded  with  some 
scruples,  wliicii  were  probably  engendered 
by  the  martial  appearance  and  well  known 
character  of  his  antagonist.  The  oonndencc 
wiiich  he  had  derived  from  the  roluctajce 
of  Sir  Laiincelot  now  vanished,  because  it 
plainly  appeared  that  the  knight's  backward- 
ness was  not  owing  to  personal  timidity; 
and  he  foresaw  that  the  prosecution  of  this 
joke  might  be  attended  with  very  serious 
■•.onsequences  to  ins  own  life  and  reputation. 
He  therefore  desired  a  parley,  in  which  he 
observed,  his  affection  fur  Miss  Darnel  was 
of  such  a  delicate  nature,  that,  should  the 
discomfiture  of  his  riva'  contribute  to  make 
her  unhappy,  his  victory  must  render  him 
the  most  miserable  wretch  upon  earth.  He 
proposed,  therefore,  tliat  her  s'^ntiment.:  and 
choice  should  be  ascertaine'l  before  they 
proceeded  to  extremity. 

Sir  Launcelot  declaimed  that  liP  wa.»  m^nh 
more  afraid  of  combating  Aurel'a's  inclina- 
tion, than  of  opposing  the  knight  of  the 
Griffin  in  arms ;  and  that  if  he  had  the 
least  reason  to  think  JMr  Sycamore,  cr  any 
other  person,  was  distinguished  by  her  pre- 
ference, he  would  instantly  give  up  his  suit  as 
desperate.  At  the  same  time,  he  observed, 
that  Sycamore  had  proceeded  too  far  to  re- 
tract; that  he  had  insulted  a  gentleman,  and 
not  only  challenged,  but  even  pursued  him, 
and  blocked  up  his  passage  in  the  public 
highway  ;  outrages  which  he  (Sir  Launcelot) 
would  not  sufl^er  to  pass  unpunished.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  insisted  on  the  combat,  on  pain 
of  treating  Mr  Sycamore  as  a  craven  and  a 
recreant.  This  declaration  was  reinforced 
by  Davv'dle,  who  told  him,  that,  should  he 
now  decline  the  engagement,  all  the  world 
would  look  upon  him  as  an  infamous  poltroon. 

These  two  observations  gave  a  necessary 
fillip  to  the  courage  of  the  cliallenger.  The 
parties  took  their  stations,  the  trumpet  soimd- 
ed  to  charge,  and  the  combatants  began  their 
career  with  great  impetuosity.  Whether  the 
gleam  of  Sir  Launcelot's  arms  alfrighted 
Mr  Sycamore's  steed,  or  some  otlier  object 
had  an  unlucky  effect  on  his  eye-sight,  cer- 
tain it  is,  he  started  at  about  midway,  and 
gave  his  rider  such  a  violent  shake,  as  dis- 
composed his  attitude,  and  disabled  him 
from  using  liis  lance  to  the  best  advantage. 
Had  our  hero  continued  his  career  with  his 
lance  couched,  in  all  probability  Sycamore's 
armour  would  have  proved  but  a  bad  defence 
to  his  carcass  ;  but  Sir  Launcelot,  perceiving 
his  rival's  spear  unrested,  had  just  time  to 
throw  up  the  point  of  his  owk,  when  the 
two  horses  closed  with  such  a  shock,  that 
Sycamore,  already  wavering  in  the  saddle, 
was  overthrown,  and  his  arcaour  crashed 
around  him  as  he  fell. 

The  victor,  seeing  him  lie  witiiout  motion, 


alighted  immediately,  and  began  to  unbuckle 
his  helmet,  in  which  office  he  was  assisted 
by  the  trumpeter.  When  the  headpiece  was 
removed,  the  hapless  knight  of  the  Griffin 
appeared  in  the  pale  livery  of  death,  though 
he  was  only  in  a  swoon,  from  which  he  soon 
recovered  by  the  effect  of  the  fresh  air,  and 
the  aspersion  of  cold  water,  brought  from  a 
small  pool  in  the  neighbourliood.  When  he 
recognised  his  conqueror  doing  the  offices 
of  humanity  about  his  person,  he  closed  his 
eyes  from  ve.xation,  told  Sir  Launcelot 
that  his  was  the  fortune  of  the  day,  though 
he  himself  owed  his  mischance  to  the  fault 
of  his  own  horse  ;  and  observed,  that  this 
ridiculous  affair  would  not  have  happened, 
but  for  the  mischievous  instigation  of  that 
scoundrel  Dawdle,  on  whose  ribs  he  threat- 
ened  to  revenge  this  mishap. 

Perhaps  Captain  Crowe  might  have  saved 
him  the  trouble,  had  the  wag  honourably  ad- 
hered to  the  institutions  of  chivalry  in  his 
•"onflict  with  our  novice  ;  but  on  tiiis  occa- 
sion his  ingenuity  was  more  commendable 
tha»  lu«  coL:rage.  He  had  provided  at  the 
lun  a  bl^wn  bladder,  in  which  several  smooth 
pehbie?  \ver°.  inclosed  ;  and  this  he  slily  fixed 
on  tiie  he.'>4  of  his  pole,  when  the  captaic 
obeyed  the  sigpa)  of  battl^.  Ir^stead  of  bear- 
ing the  brunt  of  Uic  encounter,  he  turned  ou- 
of  the  straicrht  Hne  «o  ps  to  avoid  the  Hnc» 
of  his  antagonist,  ond  r'»Uled  k's  bladde' 
with  sucii  etiect,  that  Crowe's  herse,  p.-ickinj" 
up  his  ears,  took  to  his  heels,  and  flee'  acros» 
some  ploughed  land  with  such  orecipitatioo 
that  the  rider  was  obliged  to  quit  Iiis  spaar. 
and  lay  fast  hold  on  the  mane,  that  he  mign. 
not  be  thrown  out  of  t!-ie  saddle.  Dawdle, 
who  was  much  better  mounted,  seeing  his 
condition,  rode  up  to  the  unfortunate  novice, 
and  belaboured  his  shoulders  without  fear  of 
retaliation. 

Mr  Clarke,  seeing  his  kinsman  so  roughly 
handled,  forgot  his  fears,  and  flew  to  his  as- 
sistance ;  but,  before  he  came  up,  the  ag- 
gressor had  retired  ;  and  now  perceiving  that 
fortune  had  declared  against  his  friend  and 
patron,  very  honourably  abandoned  him  in 
his  distress,  and  went  off  at  full  speed  for 
London. 

Nor  was  Timothy  Crabshaw  without  his 
share  in  tlie  noble  achievements  of  this  pro- 
pitious day.  He  had  by  this  time  imbibed 
such  a  tincture  of  errantry,  that  he  firmly 
believed  himself  and  his  master  equally  in- 
vincible ;  and  this  belief  operating  upon  a 
perverse  disposition,  rendered  him  as  quar> 
relsome  in  his  sphere  as  his  master  was  mild 
and  forbearing.  As  he  sat  on  horseback,  in 
the  place  assigned  to  him  and  Sycamoro'a 
lacquey,  he  managed  Gilbert  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  to  invade  with  his  heels  the  poste- 
riors of  the  other's  horse  ;  and  this  insult 
produced  some  altercation,  which  ended  ia 
mutual  assault.     The  footman  handled  the 


ADVENTURES  OF  SIR  LAJNCELOT  GREAVES. 


28:3 


>utt-end  of  his  horsewhip  with  great  dexterity 
tbout  the  head  of  Crnbshaw,  who  declared 
afterwards,  that  it  sung  and  simmered  like  a 
kettle  of  cod-tish :  but  the  squire,  who  un- 
derstood the  nature  of  iong-lashcs,  as  having 
been  a  carter  from  his  infancy,  found  means 
to  twine  his  tliong  about  the  neck  of  liis  an- 
tagonist, and  ))ull  hiin  otF  his  horse  half 
Btranglod,  at  the  very  instant  his  master  was 
thrown  by  Sir  Launcelot  (ireaves. 

Having  thus  obtained  the  victory,  iio  did 
not  much  regard  the  pimctilios  of  chivalry, 
but,  taking  it  for  granted  he  had  a  right  to 
make  the  most  of  his  advantage,  resolved  to 
c^ny  off  the  spol in  opima.  Alighting  with 
great  agility, — "  Brother,"  cried  he,  "1  think 
as  haw  yawrs  bcan't  a  butcher's  horse,  a 
doan't  carry  calves  well — I'se  make  yaw 
knaw  your  churning  days,  I  wool — what,  yaw 
look  as  if  yaw  was  crow-trodden,  you  do — 
now,  you  shall  pay  the  sc  ire  you  have  been 
running  on  my  pato,  you  siiall,  brotiier." 

So  savins',  he  rifled  his  pockets,  stripped 
him  of  his  hat  and  coat,  and  took  possession 
of  his  master's  portmanteau.  But  he  did  not 
long  enjoy  his  [)lundcr  ;  for  the  lacquey  com- 
plamnig  to  Sir  Launcelot  of  his  having  been 
despoiled,  the  knight  commanded  his  squire 
to  refund,  not  without  menaces  of  subjecting 
him  to  the  severest  chastisement  for  his  in- 
justice and  rapacity.  Timothy  represented, 
with  great  vehemence,  that  he  had  won  the 
spoils  in  fair  battle,  at  the  expense  of  his 
head  and  shoulders,  which  he  immediately 
uncovered  to  prove  his  allegation  :  but  his 
remonstrance  having  no  effect  upon  his  mas- 
ter,— "  Wounds  !"  cried  he,  "an  I  mun  gee 
thee  back  the  pig,  I'se  gee  thee  back  the 
poke  also  ;  I'm  a  drubbing  still  in  thy  debt." 

With  these  words,  he  made  a  most  furious 
attack  upon  the  plaintiff"  with  his  horsewhip, 
and,  before  the  knight  could  interpose,  repaid 
the  lacquey  with  interest.  As  an  appurte- 
nance to  Sycamore  and  Dawdle,  he  ran  the 
risk  of  another  assault  from  the  novice  Crowe, 
who  was  so  transported  with  rage  at  the  dis- 
agreeable trick  which  had  been  played  upon 
him  by  his  fugitive  antagonist,  that  he  could 
not  for  some  time  pronounce  an  articulate 
sound,  but  a  few  broken  interjections,  the 
meaning  of  which  could  not  be  ascertained. 
Snatching  up  his  pole,  he  ran  towards  the 
place  where  Mr  Sycamore  sat  on  the  grass, 
supported  by  the  trumpeter,  and  would  have 
fmished  what  our  adventurer  had  loft  tmdono, 
if  the  knight  of  the  Crescent,  with  admirable 
dexterity,  had  not  warded  off"  the  blow  which 
lie  aimed  at  the  knight  of  the  Griffin,  and 
signified  his  displeasure  in  a  resolute  tone  : 
then  lie  collared  the  lacquey,  who  was  just 
disengaged  from  the  chastising  hand  of  Crab- 
shaw,  and,  swinging  his  lance  with  his  other 
hand,  encountered  the  squire's  ribs  by  acci- 
dent. 

Timothy  was  not  slow  in  returning  the 
■aluta/  ion  with  the  weapon  which  ho  still 


wielded.  Mr  Clarke,  running  up  to  the  as- 
sistance  of  his  uncle,  was  opposed  by  tha 
lacquey,  who  seemed  extremely  desirous  of 
seeing  the  enemy  revenge  his  quarrel,  bv 
falling  foul  of  one  another.  Clarke,  thus 
impeded,  commenced  hostilities  against  the 
tT>otnian,  while  Crowe  grappled  with  Crab- 
shaw  ;  a  battle-royal  ensued,  and  was  main- 
tained with  great  vigour  and  some  bloodshed 
on  all  sides,  until  tlie  authority  of  Sir  J,aun- 
celot,  reinforced  by  some  weigiity  remon- 
strances applied  to  the  squire,  put  an  end  to 
the  conflict.  Crabshaw  immediately  desisted 
and  ran  roaring  to  coinmuuicatc  his  griev- 
ances to  Gilbert,  who  seemed  to  sympathize 
very  little  with  his  distress.  The  lacquey 
took  to  his  heels ;  Mr  Clarke  wiped  his 
blcody  nose,  declaring  he  had  a  good  mind 
to  put  the  aggressor  in  the  crown  office  ;  and 
Captain  Crowe  continued  to  ejaculate  un- 
connected oaths,  which,  however,  seemed  to 
imply  that  ho  was  almost  sick  of  his  new 
profession.  "  D — n  my  eyes,  if  you  call  this 
— start  my  timbers,  brother — look  ye,  d'ye 
see — a  lousy,  lubi)erly,  cowardly  son  of  a — 
anioiig  the  breakers,  d'ye  see — lost  my  steer- 
age  way — split  my  binnacle  ;  hawle  away — 
O  !  damn  all  arrantry — give  nie  a  tight  ves- 
sel, d'ye  see,  brother, — mayhap  you  mayn't 
— snatch  my — sea  room  and  a  spanking  gale 
— odds  heart,  I'll  hold  a  whole  year's — smite 
my  limbs  ;  it  don't  signify  talking." 

Our  hero  consoled  our  novice  for  his  dis- 
aster, by  observing,  that,  if  he  had  got  some 
blows,  he  had  lost  no  honour.  At  the  same 
time,  he  observed,  that  it  was  very  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  for  a  man  to  succeed  m  the 
paths  of  chi-^'qiry  who  had  passed  the  better 
part  of  his  days  in  other  occupations;  and 
hinted,  that,  as  the  cause  vvhicli  had  cngatred 
him  in  this  way  of  life  no  longer  existed,  he 
was  determined  to  relinquish  a  profession 
which  in  a  peculiar  manner  exposed  him  to 
the  most  disagreeable  incidents.  Crowe 
chewed  the  cud  upon  this  insinuation,  while 
the  other  personages  of  the  drama  were  em- 
ployed  in  catching  tlie  horses,  which  had 
given  their  riders  the  slip.  As  for  Mr  Sv- 
camore,  he  was  so  bruised  by  his  fall,  that 
It  was  necessary  to  procure  a  litter  for  con- 
veying him  to  the  next  town  ;  and  the  ser- 
vant  was  dispatched  for  this  convenience, 
Sir  Launcelot  staying  with  him  until  it  arri- 
ved. 

When  he  was  safely  deposited  in  the 
carriage,  our  here  took  leave  of  him  in  these 
terms. — "  I  shall  not  insist  upon  your  sub- 
mitting to  the  terms  you  yourself  proposed 
before  this  rencounter.  I  give  you  free 
leave  to  use  all  your  advantages,  in  an  hon- 
ourable way,  for  promoting  your  suit  with 
the  young  lady  of  whom  you  profess  yourself 
enamoured.  Should  you  have  recourse  to 
sinister  practices,  you  will  find  Sir  Launcelot 
Greaves  ready  to  (lemand  an  account  of  your 
conduct,  not  in  the  character  of  a  lunatic 


284 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WO^IKS. 


knight-errant,  but  as  a  plain  Euglish  gentle- 
man, jealous  of  his  honour,  and  resolute  in 
iiis  purpose." 

To  this  address  Mr  Sycamore  made  no 
reply,  but  with  a  sullen  aspect  ordered  the 
carriage  to  proceed;  and  it  moved  accord- 
ingly to  the  right,  our  hero's  road  to  London 
lying  in  the  other  direction. 

Sir  Launcelot  had  already  exchanged  his 
armour  for  a  riding-coat,  hat,  and  boots  ;  and 
Crowe,  parting  with  his  skull-cap  and  leath- 
ern jerkin,  regained,  in  some  respects,  the 
appearance  of  a  human  creature.  Thus 
metamorphosed,  they  pursued  their  way  in 
an  easy  pace  ;  Mr  Clarke  endeavoured  to 
amuse  them  with  a  learned  dissertation  on 
the  law,  tending  to  demonstrate  that  Mr  Sy- 
camore was,  by  his  behaviour  on  that  day, 
liable  to  three  different  actions,  besides  a 
commission  of  lunacy ;  and  that  Dawdle 
might  be  prosecuted  for  having  practised 
subtle  craft  to  the  annoyance  of  liis  uncle, 
over  and  above  an  action  for  assault  and 
battery ;  because,  for  why  ]  The  said  Crowe 
having  run  away,  as  might  be  easily  proved, 
before  any  blows  were  given,  the  said  Daw- 
dle, by  pursuing  him  even  out  of  the  high 
rood,  putting  lurn  in  fear,  ani  committing 
battery  on  his  body,  became,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  the  aggressor ;  and  an  indict- 
ment would  lie  in  banco  regis. 

The  captain's  pride  v/as  so  shocked  at 
these  observations,  that  he  exclaimed  with 
equal  rage  and  iinpahence, — "  You  lie,  you 
dog,  in  bilkxun  regis — you  lie,  I  say,  you 
lubber,  I  did  not  run  away  ;  nor  was  I  in 
fear,  d'ye  see.  It  was  my  son  of  a  b — h  of 
a  horse  that  would  not  ojjcy  the  helm,  d'ye 
see,  whereby  I  cou'dn't  use  my  metal,  d'ye 
see.  As  for  the  matter  of  fear,  you  and  fear 
may  kiss  my — So  don't  go  and  heave  your 
stink-pots  at  my  character,  d'ye  see,  or — 
agad  I'll  trim  thee  fore  and  aft  with  a — I 
wool."  Tom  protested  he  meant  nothing 
but  a  little  speculation,  and  Crowe  was  ap- 
peased. 

In  the  evening  they  reached  the  town  of 
Bugden  without  any  further  adventure,  and 
passed  the  night  in  great  tranquillity. 

Next  morning,  even  after  the  horses  were 
ordered  *'.'>  be  saddled,  Mr  Clarke,  without 
ceremony,  entered  the  apartment  of  Sir 
Launcelot,  leading  in  a  female,  who  proved 
to  be  the  identical  Mrs  Dolly  Cowslip.  This 
young  woman,  advancing  to  the  knight, 
cried, — "  O  Sir  Launcelot !  my  dnar  leady, 
my  dear  .eady  !" — but  was  hindered  from  pro- 
<"eedmg  by  a  flood  of  tears,  which  the  tender- 
hearted laivyer  mingled  with  a  plentiful 
shower  of  sympathy. 

Our  adventurer  starting  at  this  exclama- 
tion,— "  O  Heavens  !"  cried  he,  "  where  is 
my  Aurelia"!  speak,  where  did  you  leave 
that  -ewel  of  my  soul  ?  answer  me  in  a  mo- 
ment— r  am  all  terror  and  impatience  V 

Dolly  having  rc:ollGcted  herself,  told  him 


that  Mr  Darnel  had  lodged  his  niece  in  the 
new  buildings  by  May  Fair;  that,  on  the 
second  night  after  their  arrival,  a  very  warm 
expostulation  had  passed  between  Aurelia 
and  her  uncle,  who  next  morning  dismissed 
Dolly,  without  permitting  her  to  take  leave 
of  her  mistress,  and  that  same  day  moved  to 
another  part  of  the  town,  as  she  afterwards 
learned  of  the  landlady,  though  she  could 
not  inform  her  whither  they  were  gone: 
that,  when  she  was  turned  away,  John 
Clump,  one  of  the  footmen,  who  pretended 
to  have  a  kindness  for  her,  had  faithfully 
promised  to  call  upon  her,  and  let  her  knew 
what  passed  in  the  family  ;  but  as  he  did  not 
keep  his  word,  and  she  v.'as  an  utter  stran- 
ger in  London,  without  friends  or  settlement, 
she  had  resolved  to  return  to  her  mother, 
and  travelled  so  far  on  foot  since  yesterday 
morning. 

Our  knight,  who  had  expected  the  most 
dismal  tidings  from  her  lamentable  pream- 
ble, was  pleased  to  find  his  presaging  fears 
disappointed  ;  though  he  was  far  from  being 
satisfied  with  the  dismission  of  Dolly,  from 
whose  attachment  to  his  interest,  joined  to 
her  influence  over  Mr  Clump,  he  had  hoped 
to  reap  such  intelligence  as  would  gTiide  him 
to  the  haven  of  his  desires.  After  a  minute's 
reflection,  he  saw  it  would  be  expedient  to 
carry  back  Mrs  Cowslip,  and  lodge  her  at  the 
place  where  Mr  Clump  had  promised  to  visit 
her  with  intelligence  ;  for,  in  all  probability, 
it  was  not  from  want  of  inclination  that  he 
had  not  kept  his  promise. 

Dolly  did  not  express  any  aversion  to  the 
scheme  of  returning  to  London,  where  she 
hoped  once  more  to  rejoin  her  dear  lady,  to 
whom  by  this  time  she  was  attached  by  the 
strongest  ties  of  aflcction  ;  and  her  inclina- 
tion in  this  respect  was  assisted  by  the  con- 
sideration of  having  the  company  of  the 
young  lawyer,  who,  it  plainly  appeared,  had 
made  strange  havoc  in  her  heart,  though  it 
must  be  owned,  for  the  honour  of  this  bloom- 
ing damsel,  that  her  thoughts  had  never  once 
deviated  from  the  paths  of  innocence  and 
virtue.  The  more  Sir  Launcelot  surveyed 
this  agreeable  maiden,  the  more  he  felt  him- 
self disposed  to  take  care  of  her  fortune  ; 
and  from  this  day  he  began  to  ruminate  on  a 
scheme  which  was  afterwards  consummated 
in  her  favour.  In  the  mean  time  he  laid  in-, 
junctions  on  Mr  Clarke  to  conduct  his  ad- 
dresses to  Mrs  Cowslip  according  to  tha 
rules  of  honour  and  decorum,  as  he  valued 
his  countenance  and  friendship.  His  next 
step  was  to  procure  a  saddle-horse  for  Dolly, 
who  preferred  this  to  any  other  sort  of  car- 
riage, and  thereby  gratified  the  wish  of  her 
admirer,  who  longed  to  sec  lier  on  horse- 
back in  her  green  Joseph. 

The  armour,  including  the  accoutrements 
of  the  novice  and  the  s(|uire,  were  left  in  the 
care  of  the  innkeeper,  and  Timothy  Crab- 
shaw   was   so    metamorphosed   by  a  plaio 
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livery-frock,  that  even  CJilbert  with  difficulty 
recognised  his  person.  As  for  tlie  novice 
Crowe,  lii?  head  liud  almo.st  resumed  its  na- 
tural dimensions,  bii;  then  Ids  wliole  face 
was  so  covered  with  a  livid  sutrusion,  his 
nose  appeared  so  Hat,  and  his  lips  so  tume- 
tied,  that  lie  miorht  very  well  have  passed  for 
a  Caflre  or  Ethiopian.  Every  circumstance 
being  now  adjusted,  they  departed  from  Bug- 
den  in  a  regular  cavalcade,  dined  at  Hatfield, 
and  in  the  evening  arrived  at  the  Bull-and- 
Gate  inn  in  Ilolborn,  where  thcv  established 
their  quarters  for  the  night. 


ClIAPTEll  XX. 

In  which  our  hero  descends  inlo  the.  man- 
sions of  the  damned. 

The  first  step  which  Sir  Launcelot  took  in 
the  morning  that  succeeded  his  arrival  in 
London,  was  to  settle  Mrs  Dolly  Cowslip  in 
itidgings  at  the  house  where  Joiin  ClHmp 
had  promised  to  visit  her;  as  he  did  not 
doubt  that,  though  the  visit  was  delayed, 
it  would  some  timo  or  other  be  perform- 
ed, and  in  that  case  he  might  obtain  some 
intelligence  ofAurelia.  Mr  Thomas  Clarke 
wag  permitted  to  take  up  his  habitation  in 
the  same  house,  on  his  earnestly  desiring  he 
might  be  intrusted  with  the  office  of  convey- 
ing information  and  instruction  between 
Dolly  and  our  adventurer.  The  knight  him- 
eelf  resolved  to  live  retired,  until  he  sliould 
receive  some  tidings  relating  to  Miss  Darnel 
that  would  influence  his  conduct ;  but  he 
proposed  to  frequent  jdaces  of  public  resort 
incognitio,  that  he  might  have  some  chance 
of  meeting  by  accident  with  the  mistress  of 
his  heart. 

Taking  it  for  granted,  that  the  oddities  of 
Crowe  would  help  to  amuse  him  in  his  hours 
of  solitude  and  disappointment,  he  invited 
that  original  to  bo  his  guest  at  a  small  house, 
which  he  determined  to  hire  ready  furnished, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Golden-square.  The 
captain  thanked  him  for  his  courtesy,  and 
frankly  embraced  his  offer,  though  he  did  not 
much  approve  of  the  knight's  choice  in  point 
nf  situation.  lie  said  he  would  recommend 
him  to  a  special  good  upper  deck  hard  by  St 
Catherine's  in  Wapping,  wiiero  ho  would  be 
delighted  with  the  prospect  of  the  street  for- 
wards, well  frequented  by  passengers,  carts, 
drays,  and  other  carriages  ;  and  having  back- 
wards an  agreeable  view  of  Alderman  Par- 
eon's  great  brewhouse,  with  two  hundred 
hogs  feeding  almost  under  the  window.  As 
a  further  inducement,  he  mentioned  the  vici- 
nity of  the  Tower  guns,  which  would  resale 
his  hearing  on  days  of  s.-ilufation  ;  nor  did 
he  forget  the  sweet  sound  of  mooring  and 
unmooring  ships  in  the  river,  and  the  pleas- 
ing objects  on  the  other  side  of  the  Thiimes, 
displayed   in   the  oozy  docks  and  cabbage- 


gardens  of  RollierJiilhe.  Sir  Launc<;lot  wna 
not  insensible  to  tiie  beauties  of  this  land- 
scape, but,  his  pursuit  lying  another  way.  In; 
contented  himself  with  a  less  enchanting 
situation,  and  Crowe  accompanied  him  out 
of  pure  friendship. 

At  night,  Mr  Clarke  arrived  at  our  hero's 
house  with  tidings  that  were  by  no  means 
agreeable.  Ho  told  him,  tiiat  Chimp  had 
left  a  letter  for  Dolly,  informing  her,  that 
his  master.  Squire  Darnel,  was  to  set  out 
early  in  the  morning  for  Yorkshire  ;  but  he 
could  give  no  account  of  her  lady,  who  had 
the  day  before  been  conveyed,  he  knew  not 
wiiither,  in  a  hackney-coach,  attended  by  her 
uncle  and  an  ill-looking  fellow,  who  had 
much  the  appearance  of  a  bailiiV  or  turnkey, 
so  that  he  feared  she  was  in  trouble. 

Sir  Launcelot  was  deeply  affected  by  this 
intimation.  His  apprehension  was  even 
roused  by  a  suspicion  that  a  man  of  Darnel '.-r" 
violent  temper  and  unprincipled  heart  might 
have  practised  upon  the  life  of  his  lovely 
niece ;  but,  upon  recollection,  he  could  not 
suppose,that  he  had  recourse  to  such  infa- 
mous expedients,  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  an 
account  of  her  would  be  demanded  at  his 
hands,  and  that  it  would  be  easily  proved  he 
had  conveyed  her  from  the  lodgings  in  which 
she  resided. 

His  first  fears  now  gave  way  to  anothei 
suggestion,  that  Anthony,  in  order  to  intimi- 
date her  into  a  compliance  with  his  jjropo- 
sals,  had  trumped  up  a  sj)urious  claim  against 
her,  and,  by  virtue  of  a  writ,  confined  her  in 
some  prison  or  spunging-house.  Possessed 
with  this  idea,  he  desired  Mr  Clarke  to 
search  the  sheriff's  office  in  the  morning, 
that  he  might  know  whctiier  any  such  writ 
had  been  granted  ;  and  he  himself  resolved 
to  make  a  tour  of  the  great  prisons  belonging 
to  the  metropolis,  to  inquire,  if  perchance 
she  might  not  be  confined  under  a  borrowed 
name.  Finally,  ho  determined,  if  possible, 
to  apprise  her  of  his  ])Iace  of  abode,  by  a 
paragraph  in  all  the  daily  papers,  signifying, 
that  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  had  arrived  at  his 
house  near  Golden-square. 

All  these  resolutions  were  punctually  exe- 
cuted. No  such  writ  had  been  taken  out  in 
the  sherifT's  office  ;  and  therefore,  our  hero 
set  out  on  his  jail  expedition,  accompanied 
by  Mr  Clarke,  who  had  contracted  some  ac- 
quaintance with  the  commanding  officers  in 
these  garrisons,  in  the  course  of  his  clerkship 
and  practice  as  an  attorney.  The  first  day 
they  spent  in  prosecuting  their  inquiry 
through  the  Gate-house,  Fleet,  and  Marshal- 
soa  ;  the  next  day  they  allotted  to  the  King's 
Bench,  where  they  understood  there  was  u 
great  variety  of  prisoners.  Tiiere  they  pro- 
posed  to  make  a  minute  scrutiny,  by  the  help 
of  Mr  Norten,  the  deputy-marshal,  who  waa 
Mr  Clarke's  intimate  friend,  and  had  nothing 
at  all  of  the  jailor,  either  in  his  appearance 
or  in  his  disposition,  which  was  rernarkablj* 
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lumane  and  benevolent  towards  all  his  feUow- 
rreatures. 

The  knight  having  bespoke  dinner  at  a 
tavern  in  tne  borough,  was,  together  with 
Captain  Crowe,  conducted  to  the  prison  of 
the  King's  Bench,  which  is  situated  in  St 
George's  fields,  about  a  mile  from  the  end  of 
Westminster  bridge,  and  appears  like  a  neat 
httle  regular  town,  consisting  of  one  street, 
surrounded  by  a  very  high  wall,  including  an 
open  piece  of  ground,  which  may  be  termed 
a  garden,  where  the  prisoners  take  the  air, 
and  amuse  themselves  with  a  variety  of  di- 
versions. Except  the  entrance,  where  the 
turnkeys  keep  watch  and  ward,  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  place  that  looks  like  a  jail,  or 
bears  the  least  colour  of  restraint.  The 
street  is  crowded  with  passengers.  Trades- 
men of  all  kinds  here  exercise  their  different 
professions.  Hawkers  of  all  sorts  are  ad- 
mitted to  call  and  vend  their  wares  as  in  any 
open  street  of  London.  Here  are  butchers' 
stands,  chandlers'  shops,  a  surgery,  a  tap- 
house well  frequented,  and  a  public  kitchen, 
in  which  provisions  are  dressed  for  all  the 
prisoners  gratis,  at  the  expense  of  ttie  pub- 
lican. Here  the  voice  of  misery  never  com- 
plains ;  and,  indeed,  little  else  is  to  be  heard 
but  the  sounds  of  mirth  and  jollity.  At  the 
further  end  of  the  street,  on  the  right  hand, 
is  a  little  paved  court  leading  to  a  separate 
building,  consisting  of  twelve  large  anart- 
ments,  cUled  state  rooms,  well  furnished  and 
fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the  better  sort 
of  crown  prisoners  ;  and  on  the  other  side 
of  the  street,  facing  a  separate  division  of 
ground  called  the  common  side,  is  a  range 
of  rooms  occupied  by  prisoners  of  the  lowest 
order,  who  share  the  profits  of  a  begging 
box,  and  are  maintained  by  this  practice,  and 
some  established  funds  of  charity.  We 
ought  also  to  observe,  that  the  jail  is  provi- 
ded with  a  neat  chapel,  in  which  a  clergyman, 
in  consideration  of  a  certain  salary,  performs 
divine  service  every  Sunday. 

Our  adventurer,  having  searched  the  books, 
and  perused  the  description  of  all  the  female 
prisoners  who  had  been  for  some  weeks  ad- 
mitted into  the  jail,  obtained  not  the  least 
intelligence  of  his  concealed  charmer,  but 
resolved  to  alleviate  his  disappointment  by 
the  gratification  of  his  curiosity. 

Lender  the  auspices  of  Mr  Norton,  he 
made  a  tour  of  the  prison,  and,  in  particular, 
visited  the  kitchen,  where  he  saw  a  number 
of  spits  loaJed  with  a  variety  of  provision, 
consisting  of  butchers'  meat,  poultry,  and 
game:  he  could  not  help  expressing  his 
astonishment  with  uplifted  hands,  and  con- 
gratulating himself  in  secret  :pon  his  being 
II  member  of  that  community  which  had  pro- 
vided such  a  comfortable  asylum  for  the  un- 
fortunate. His  ejaculation  v-as  interrupted 
DV  a  tumultuous  noise  in  the  street ;  and  Mr 
N^orton  declaring  he  was  sent  for  to  the 
odgp,  consigned  our  hero  to  the  care  of  one 


Mr  Felton,  a  prisoner  of  a  very  decent  ap- 
pearance, who  paid  his  compliments  with  a 
good  grace,  and  invited  the  company  tc 
repose  themselves  in  his  apartment,  which 
was  large,  commodious,  and  well  furnished. 
When  Sir  Launcelot  asked  the  cause  of  that 
uproar,  he  told  him  that  it  was  the  pi  elude 
to  a  boxing-match  between  two  of  the  priso- 
ners, to  be  decided  in  the  ground  or  garden 
of  the  place. 

Captain  Crowe,  expressing  an  eager  cii- 
riosity  to  see  the  battle,  Mr  Felton  assurea 
him  there  would  be  no  sport,  as  the  combat- 
ants were  both  reckoned  dunghills  : — "  but  in 
half  an  hour,"  said  he,  "  there  will  be  a  battle 
of  some  consequence  between  two  of  the 
demagogues  of  the  place,  Dr  Crabclaw  and 
Mr  "Tapely,  the  first  a  physician,  and  the 
other  a  brewer.  You  must  know,  gentle- 
men, that  this  microcosm,  or  republic  in 
miniature,  is,  like  the  great  world,  split  into 
factions.  Crabclaw  is  the  leader  of  one 
party,  and  the  other  is  headed  by  Tapely ; 
both  are  men  of  warm  and  impetuous  tem- 
pers, and  their  intrigues  have  embroiled  the 
whole  place,  insomuch  that  it  is  dangerous 
to  walk  the  street  on  account  of  the  con- 
tinual  skirmishes  of  their  partizans.  At 
length  some  of  the  more  sedate  inhabitanta 
having  met  and  deliberated  upon  some  rem- 
edy for  these  growing  disorders,  proposed 
that  the  dispute  should  be  at  once  decided 
by  single  combat  between  the  two  chiefs, 
who  readily  agreed  to  the  proposal.  The 
match  was  accordingly  made  for  five  guineas, 
and  this  very  day  and  hour  appointed  for 
the  trial,  on  which  considerable  sums  of 
money  are  depending.  As  for  Mr  Norton, 
it  is  not  proper  that  he  should  be  present, 
or  seem  to  countenance  such  violent  pro- 
ceedings, which,  however,  it  is  necessary  to 
connive  at,  as  convenient  vents  for  the  eva- 
poration of  those  humours,  which,  being 
confined,  might  accumulate  and  break  out 
with  greater  fury  in  conspiracy  and  rebellion." 
The  knight  owned  he  could  not  conceive 
by  what  means  such  a  number  of  licentious 
people,  amounting,  with  their  dependents, 
to  above  five  hundred,  were  restrained  with- 
in the  bounds  of  any  tolerable  discipline,  ot 
prevented  from  making  their  escape,  which 
they  might  at  any  time  accomplish,  either  by 
stealth  or  open  violence,  as  it  could  not  be 
supposed  that  one  or  two  turnkeys,  continu- 
ally employed  in  opening  and  shutting  the 
door,  could  resist  tlie  efforts  of  a  whole 
multitude. 

"  Your  wonder,  good  sir,"  said  Mr  Felton, 
"  will  vanish,  when  you  consider  it  is 
hardly  possible  that  the  multitude  should  co- 
operate in  the  execution  of  such  a  scheme  ; 
and  that  the  keeper  perfectly  well  under- 
stands the  maxim  divide  et  irnpera.  Many 
prisoners  are  restrained  by  the  dictates  of 
gratitude  towards  the  deputy-marshal,  whose 
friendship  and  good-offices  they  have  expe- 
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nenced ;    some   no  doubt  are  actuated   by 
motives   of  discretion.      One    party    is   an 
Dffectual  check  upon  the   other;  and  lam 
firmly    persuaded    that    there    arc    not   ten 
prisoners  within  tlie  place  tliat  would  make 
tlieir  escape,   if  the  doors  were  laid   open. 
This  is  a  step   whicii  no  man  would  lake, 
unless  his  fortune  was  aUo<,n.<thcr  desperate  ; 
because    it   would   oblige  him  to  leave  his 
country  for  life,  and  expose  him  to  the  most 
imminent  risk  of  bein^  re-taken,  and  treated 
with  the  utmost  severity.     The  majority  of 
the  prisoners  live  in  the  most  lively  hope  of 
being  released   by  the  assistance   of  their 
frien'ds,  the  compassion   of  their  creditors, 
or  the  favour  of  the  legislature.     Some  who 
are  cut  off  from  all  these  proposals,  are  be- 
come naturalized  to  the  place,  knowing  they 
cannot   subsist  in    any   other   situation.     I 
myself  am  one  of  these.     After  having  re- 
signed  all  mv   ctfccts  for  the  benefit  of  my 
cr'cditors,  I  have  been  detained  these  nine 
years  in  prison,  because  one  person  refuses 
to  sign  my  certificate.     I  have  long  outlived 
all  nfy  friends  from  whom  I  could  expect  the 
least  countenance   or  fiivour ;  I  am  grown 
old  in  confinement,  and  lay  my  account  with 
ending  my  days  in  jail,  as  the  mercy  of  the 
leyislature  in  favour  of  insolvent  debtors   is 
nex-er    extended    to    uncertified    bankrupts 
taken  in   execution.     By   dint  of  industry 
md  the  most  rigid  economy,  I  make  shift  to 
live   independent    in  this  retreat.     To  this 
scene  my   faculty  of  subsisting,  as  well  as 
my  body,  is  peculiarly  confined.     Had  I  an 
opportunity  to  escape,   where  should  I  go  1 
All    my  views   of  fortune    have    been   long 
blasted.     I  have  no  friends  nor  connections 
m  the  world.     I  must,  therefore,  starve  in 
some  sequestered  corner,  or  be  recaptivated 
and  confined  forever  to  close  prison,  deprived 
of  the  indulgences  which  I  now  enjoy." 

Here  the  conversation  was  broken  off  by 
anotlier  uproar,  which  was  the  signal  to 
battle  between  the  doctor  and  his  antago- 
nist. The  company  immediately  adjourned 
to  the  field,  where  the  combatants  were  al- 
ready undressed,  and  the  stakes  deposited. 
The  doctor  seemed  of  the  middle  age  and 
middle  stature,  active  and  alert,  with  an 
atrabilarious  aspect,  and  a  mixture  of  rage 
and  disdain  expressed  in  his  countenance. 
The  brewer  was  large,  raw-boned,  and 
round  as  a  butt  of  beer,  but  very  fat,  im- 
wieldy,  short-winded  and  phlegmatic.  Our 
adventurer  was  not  a  little  surprised  when 
he  beheld,  in  the  character  of  seconds,  a 
male  and  a  female  stripped  naked  from  the 
waist  upwards,  tlic  latter  ranging  on  the 
side  of  the  phj'sician  ;  but  the  commence- 
ment of  the  battle  prevented  his  demanding 
of  his  guide  an  explanation  of  this  pheno- 
menon. The  doctor  retiring  some  paces 
backwards,  threw  himself  into  the  attitude 
of  a  battering  ram,  and  rushed  upon  his  an- 
tagonist with  <rTo-it  impetuosity,  foreseeing. 


that^  should  he  have  the  good-fortune  to 
overturn  him  in  the  first  assault,  it  would 
not  be  an  easy  task  to  raise  him  up  again, 
and  put  him  in  a  capacity  of  olfence.  But 
the  momentum  of  Cral)claw's  head,  and  the 
concomitant  efforts  of  liis  knuckles,  had  no 
effect  upon  the  ribs  of  Tapely,  wlio  stood 
firm  as  tlie  Acroceramiian  prouiontory  :  and 
stepping  forward  witli  iiis  ))rojected  fist, 
sometlinig  smaller  and  softer  than  a  sledge- 
iiaiimier,  struck  the  physician  to  tlie  ground. 
In  a  trice,  however,  by  the  assistance  of  liis 
female  second,  he  was  on  his  legs  again, 
and  grappling  with  his  antagonist,  endea- 
voured to  trip  iiim  a  fall  :  but  instead  of  ac- 
complishing his  purpose,  he  received  a 
cross-buttock,  and  the  brewer  throwing  him- 
self upon  him  as  lie  fell,  had  well-nigh  smo- 
thered him  on  the  spot.  The  aniazon  flew 
to  his  assistance,  and  Tapely  sliowing  no 
inclination  to  get  up,  she  sint)te  him  on  the 
temple  till  he  roared.  The  male  second 
iiastening  to  the  relief  of  his  principal,  made 
application  to  the  eyes  of  the  female,  whicli 
were  immediately  surrounded  with  black 
circles;  and  she  returned  the  salute  with  a 
blow,  which  brought  a  double  stream  of 
blood  from  his  nostrils,  greeting  him  at  the 
same  time  with  the  opprobrious   appellation 

of  a  lousy  son  of  a  b h.     A  combat  more 

furious  than  the  fir.st  would  now  have  en- 
sued, had  not  Felton  interposed  with  an 
air  of  authority,  and  insisted  on  the  man'.^ 
leaving  the  field,  an  injunction  which  he 
forthwith  obeved,  saying,—"  Well,  damme, 
Felton,   you're   my  friend  and  commander  ; 

I'll  obey  your  order— but  the  b h  will  be 

foul  of  me  before  we  sleep."  Then  Felton 
advancing  to  his  opponent, — "  Madam,'' 
said  he,  °"  I'm  very  sorry  to  see  a  lady  of 
your  rank  and  qualifications  expose  yourself 
in  this  manner— for  God's  sake,  behave  with 
a  little  more  decorum,  if  not  for  the  sake  of 
your  own  family,  at  least  for  the  credit  of 
your  sex  in  gene'ral"  "  Hark  ye,  Felton," 
said  she,  "  decorum  is  founded  upon  a  deli- 
cacy of  sentiment  and  deportment,  which 
cannot  consist  with  the  disgraces  of  a  jail, 
and  the  miseries  of  indigence.  But  I  see 
the  dispute  is  now  terminated,  and  the  money 
is  to  be  drank  ;  if  you'll  dine  with  us,  you 
shall  be  welcome ;  if  not,  you  may  die  in 
your  sobrietv,  and  be  damned." 

By  this  time  the  doctor  had  given  out, 
and  allowed  the  brewer  to  be  tiie  better  man  ; 
vet  he  would  not  Iionour  the  festival  with 
his  presence,  but  retired  to  his  chamber, 
exceedingly  mortified  at  his  defeat.  Our 
hero  was  reconducted  to  Mr  Felton's  apart- 
ment, where  he  sat  some  time  without  open- 
ing his  month,  so  astonished  he  was  ai 
what  he  had  seen  and  lieard. 

«»I  perceive,  sir,"  said  the  prisoner,  "you 
are  surprised  at  the  manner  in  which  I  ac- 
costed  that  unhappy  woman  ;  and  perhapa 
you  will  be  more  surprised  when  you  hear 
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Jiat  within  these  eighteen  months  she  was 
actually  a  person  of  fashion,  and  her  oppo- 
nent, who  by-the-bye  is  her  husband,  uni- 
versally respected  as  a  man  of  honour  and 
a  brave  otiicer."  "  I  am  indeed,"  cried  our 
fiero,  •'  overwhelmed  with  amazement  and 
concern,  as  well  as  stimulated  by  an  eager 
curiosity  to  know  the  fatal  causes  which  have 
produced  such  a  deplorable  reverse  of  charac- 
ter and  fortune.  15utl  will  rein  my  curiosity 
till  the  afternoon,  if  you  will  favour  me  with 
your  company  at  a  tavern  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, where  1  have  bespoke  dinner,  a  favour 
which  I  hope  Mr  Norton  will  have  no  ob- 
jection to  your  granting,  as  he  himself  is  to 
be  of  the  party."  The  prisoner  thanked  him 
for  his  kind  invitation,  and  they  adjourned 
immediately  to  the  place,  taking  up  the 
deputy-marshal  in  their  passage  through  the 
lodge  or  entrance  of  the  prison. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Containing  further  anecdotes  relating  to 
the  children  of  wretchedness. 

Dinner  being  cheerfully  discussed,  and  our 
adventurer  expressing  an  eager  desire  to 
know  the  history  of  the  male  and  female  who 
had  acted  as  squires  or  seconds  to  the  cham- 
pions of  the  King's  Bench,  Felton  gratified 
iiis  curiosity  to  this  effect : 

"  All  that  I  know  of  Captain  Clewline, 
previous  to  his  commitment,  is,  that  he  was 
commander  of  a  sloop  of  war,  and  bore  the 
reputation  of  a  gallant  officer ;  that  he  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  a  rich  merchant  in  the 
city  of  London,  against  the  inclination,  and 
without  the  knowledge,  of  her  father,  who 
renounced  her  for  this  act  of  disobedience  : 
that  the  captain  consoled  himself  for  the 
rigour  of  the  parent,  with  the  possession  of 
the  lady,  who  was  not  only  remarkably  beau- 
tiful in  person,  but  highly  accomplished  in 
her  mind,  and  amiable  in  her  disposition. 
Such,  a  few  months  ago,  were  those  two 
persons  whom  you  saw  acting  in  such  a  vul- 
gar capacity.  When  they  first  entered  the 
prison,  they  were  undoubtedly  the  hand- 
somest couple  mine  eyes  ever  beheld,  and 
their  appearance  won  universal  respect  even 
from  the  most  brutal  inhabitants  of  the  jail. 

"  The  captain,  having  unwarily  involved 
himself  as  a  security  for  a  man  to  v/hom  he 
had  lain  under  obligations,  became  liable  for 
a  considerable  sum  ;  and  his  own  father-in- 
aw  being  the  sole  creditor  of  the  bankrupt, 
took  this  opportunity  of  wreaking  vengeance 
upon  him  for  having  espoused  his  daughter. 
He  watched  an  opportunity  until  the  captain 
had  actually  stepped  into  a  post-chaise  with 
his  ladv  for  Portsmouth,  where  his  ship  lay, 
and  caused  him  to  be  arrested  in  the  most 
public  and  shameful  manner.  Mrs  Clewline 
.lad  liked  to  liave  sunk  under  the  first  trans- 


ports of  her  grief  and  mortification ;  but  thesg 
subsiding,  she  had  recourse  to  personal  soli- 
citation. She  went  with  her  only  child  in 
her  arms,  a  lovely  boy,  to  her  father's  door, 
and  being  denied  admittancCj  kneeled  down 
in  the  street,  imploring  his  compassion  in 
the  most  pathetic  strain ;  but  this  hard- 
hearted citizen,  instead  of  recognizing  \\\a 
child,  and  taking  the  poor  mourner  to  his 
bosom,  insulted  her  from  the  window  with 
the  most  bitter  reproach,  saying,  among  othei 
shocking  expressions, — 'Strumpet,  take  your- 
self away  with  your  brat,  otherwise  I  shall  send 
for  the  beadle,  and  have  you  to  Bridewell.' 

"  The  unfortunate  lady  was  cut  to  the 
heart  by  this  usage,  and  fainted  in  the  street, 
from  whence  she  was  conveyed  to  a  public 
house  by  the  charity  of  some  passengers. 
She  afterwards  attempted  to  soflen  the  bar- 
barity of  her  father  by  repeated  letters,  and 
by  interesting  some  of  his  friends  to  inter- 
cede with  him  in  her  behalf;  but  all  her  en- 
deavours proving  ineffectual,  she  accompa- 
nied her  husband  to  the  prison  of  the  King's 
Bench,  where  she  must  have  felt,  in  the 
severest  manner,  the  fatal  reverse  of  circum- 
stances to  which  she  was  exposed. 

"  The  captain  being  disabled  from  going 
to  sea,  was  superseded,  and  he  saw  all  his 
hopes  blasted  in  the  midst  of  an  active  war, 
at  a  time  when  he  had  the  fairest  prospects 
of  fame  and  fortune.  He  saw  himself  re- 
duced  to  extreme  poverty,  "pooped  up  with 
the  tender  partner  of  his  heart  in  a  wretched 
hovel,  amidst  the  refuse  of  mankind,  and  on 
the  brink  of  wanting  the  common  necessaries 
of  life.  The  mind  of  man  is  ever  ingenious 
in  finding  resources.  He  comforted  his  lady 
with  vain  hopes  of  having  friends  who  would 
effect  his  deliverance,  and  repeated  assu- 
rances of  this  kind  so  long,  that  he  at  length 
began  to  think  they  v/ere  not  altogether  void 
of  foundation. 

"  Mrs  Clewline,  from  a  principle  of  duty, 
recollected  all  her  fortitude,  that  she  might 
not  only  bear  her  fate  v>'ith  patience,  but 
even  contribute  to  alleviate  the  woes  of  her 
husband,  whom  her  affection  had  ruined, 
She  affected  to  believe  the  suggestions  of 
his  pretended  hope  ;  she  interchanged  with 
him  assurances  of  better  fortune  ;  her  ap- 
pearance exhibited  a  calm,  while  her  heart 
was  torn  with  anguish.  She  asslst'^d  him  in 
writing  letters  to  former  friends,  the  last 
consolation  of  the  wretched  prisoner ;  she 
delivered  these  letters  with  her  own  hand, 
and  underwent  a  thousand  mortifying  re- 
pulses, the  most  shocking  circur.istances  of 
which  she  concealed  from  her  husband.  She 
performed  all  the  menial  offices  in  her  owa 
little  family,  which  was  maintained  by  pawn- 
ing her  appafel ;  and  both  the  husband  and 
wife,  in  some  measure,  sweetened  their  cares, 
by  prattling  and  toying  with  their  charming 
little  boy,  on  whom  they  doated  with  an  en- 
thusiasm  of  fondness.     Yet  even  this  p^ea- 
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■ure  was  ininirled  with  tlie  most  tender  and 
melancholy  rct,fret.  I  have  seen  the  mother 
hang  over  him  with  the  most  affecting  ex- 
pression of  this  kind  in  her  aspect,  the  tears 
contending  witli  the  smiles  upon  her  coun- 
tenance, while  siie  exclaimed, — '  Alas  !  my 
poor  prisoner,  little  did  your  mother  once 
think  slie  should  be  obliged  to  nurse  you  in 
a  jail.'  The  captain's  paternal  love  was 
dashed  with  impatience.  Ho  would  snatch 
up  the  boy  in  a  transport  of  grief,  press  him 
to  his  breast,  devour  him  as  it  were  witii 
kisses,  throw  up  his  eyes  to  heaven  in  the 
most  emphatic  silence ;  then  convey  the  cliild 
hastily  to  his  mother's  arms,  pull  his  hat  over 
his  eyes,  stalk  out  into  the  common  walk, 
and,  finding  himself  alone,  break  out  into 
tears  and  lamentations. 

"  Ah  !  little  did  this  unhappy  couple  know 
what  further  griefs  awaited  them  !  The 
small-pox  broke  out  in  the  prison,  and  poor 
Tommy  Clev.line  was  infected.  As  the 
eruption  appeared  unfavourable,  you  may 
conceive  the  consternation  with  which  they 
were  overwhelmed.  Their  distress  was  ren- 
dered inconceivable  by  indigence  ;  for  by  this 
time  they  were  so  destitute,  that  they  could 
neither  pay  for  common  attendance,  nor  pro- 
cure proper  advice.  I  did  on  that  occasion 
what  I  thought  my  duty  towards  my  fellow- 
creatures.  I  wrote  to  a  physician  of  my 
acquaintance,  who  was  humane  enough  to 
visit  the  poor  little  patient ;  I  engaged  a 
careful  woman  as  a  nurse,  and  Mr  Norton 
Bupplicd  them  with  money  and  necessaries. 
These  helps  were  barely  sufficient  to  preserve 
them  from  the  horrors  of  despair,  when  they 
saw  their  little  darling  panting  under  the 
rage  of  a  loathsome  pestilential  malady,  du- 
ring the  excessive  heat  of  the  dog-days,  and 
struggling  for  breath  in  the  noxious  atmos- 
phere of  a  confined  cabin,  where  they  scarce 
had  room  to  turn,  on  the  most  necessary 
occasions.  The  eager  curiosity  with  which 
the  mother  eyed  the  doctor's  looks,  as  often 
as  he  visited  the  boy  ;  the  terror  and  trepida- 
tion of  the  father,  while  he  desired  to  know 
his  opinion  ;  in  a  word,  the  whole  tenor  of 
their  distress  baffled  all  description. 

"  At  length  the  physician,  for  the  sake  of 
his  own  character,  was  obliged  to  be  explicit, 
and  returning  with  the  captain  to  the  com- 
mon walk,  told  him,  in  my  hearing,  that  the 
child  could  not  possibly  recover.  This  sen- 
tence seemed  to  have  petrified  the  unfor- 
tunate parent,  who  stood  motionless,  and 
seemingly  bereft,  of  sense.  I  led  him  to  my 
apartment,  where  he  eat  a  full  hour  in  that 
state  of  stupefaction  ;  then  he  began  to  groan 
hideously  ;  a  shower  of  tears  burst  from  his 
eyes  ;  he  threw  himself  on  the  floor,  and 
uttered  the  most  piteous  lamentation  that 
ever  was  heard.  Meanwhile,  Mrs  Norton 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  doctor's 
prognostic,  visited  Mrs  Clewline,  and  invited 
hei  to  the  lodge.  Her  prophetic  fears  im- 
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mediately  took  the  alarm.  '  What !'  cried 
she,  starting  up  with  a  frantic  wildness  in 
her  looks,  '  then  our  case  is  desperate — I 
shall  lose  my  dear  Tommy  .' — The  poor  pri- 
soner will  bo  released  by  the  hand  of  Hea- 
ven ! — Death  will  convey  him  to  the  cold 
grave  !'  The  dying  innocent,  hearing  this 
exclamation,  pronounced  these  words ; — 
'  Toil) my  won't  leave  you,  my  dear  mam- 
ma— if  Death  comes  to  take  Tommy,  papa 
shall  drive  him  away  with  his  sword.'  This 
address  deprived  the  wretched  mother  of  all 
resignation  to  the  will  of  Providence.  She 
tore  her  hair,  dashed  herself  on  the  pave- 
ment, shrieked  aloud,  and  was  carried  off  in 
a  deplorable  state  of  distraction. 

'*  That  same  evening  the  lovely  babe  ex- 
pired, and  the  father  grew  frantic.  He  made 
an  attempt  on  his  own  life;  and  being  with 
difficulty  restrained,  his  agitation  sunk  into 
a  kind  of  sullen  insensibility,  which  seemed 
to  absorb  all  sentiment,  and  gradually  vul- 
garized his  faculty  of  thinking.  In  order  to 
dissipate  the  violence  of  his  sorrow,  he  con- 
tinually shifled  the  scene  from  one  company 
to  another,  contracted  abundance  of  low  con- 
nections, and  drowned  his  cares  in  repeated 
intoxication.  The  unhappy  lady  underwent 
a  long  series  of  hysterical  fits  and  other  com- 
plaints, which  seemed  to  have  a  fatal  effifct 
on  her  brain  as  well  as  constitution.  Cor 
dials  were  administered  to  keep  up  her  spi- 
rits ;  and  she  found  it  necessary  to  protract 
the  use  of  them,  to  blunt  the  edge  of  grief, 
by  overwhelming  reflection,  and  remove  the 
sense  of  uneasiness  arising  from  a  disorder 
in  her  stomach.  In  a  word,  she  became  an 
habitual  dram-drinker  ;  and  this  practice  ex- 
posed  her  to  such  communication  as  de- 
bauched her  reason  and  perverted  her  sense 
of  decorum  and  propriety.  She  and  her  hus- 
band gave  a  loose  to  vulgar  excess,  in  which 
they  were  enabled  to  iiidulge  by  the  charity 
and  interest  of  some  friends,  who  obtained 
half-pay  for  the  captain. 

"  They  are  nov/  metamorphosed  into  the 
shocking  creatures  you  have  seen  ;  ho  into  a 
riotous  plebeian,  and  she  into  a  ragged  truM. 
They  are  both  drunk  every  day,  quarrel 
and  fight  one  with  another,  and  often  insult 
their  fellow  prisoners.  Yet  they  are  rot 
wholly  abandoned  by  virtue  and  humanity. 
The  captain  is  scrupulously  honest  in  all  his 
dealings,  and  pays  off"  his  debts  punctually 
every  quarter,  as  soon  as  he  receives  his 
half-pay.  Every  prisoner  in  distress  is  wel- 
come to  share  his  money  while  it  lasts  ;  and 
his  wife  never  fails,  while  it  is  in  her  power, 
to  relieve  the  wretched  ;  so  that  their  gene- 
rosity, even  in  this  miserable  disguise,  is 
universally  respected  by  their  neighbouis. 
Sometimes  the  recollection  of  their  former 
rank  comes  over  them  like  a  qualm,  whicJj 
they  dispel  with  brandy,  and  then  humor- 
ously  rally  one  another  on  their  mutual  dft. 
generacy.     She  often  stops  me  in  the  walk. 
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and,  pointing  to  tlie  captain,  says,  '  My  hus- 
band, tliougli  lie  has  become  a  blackguard 
jail-bird,  must  be  allowed  to  be  a  liandsome 
fellow  still.'  On  the  other  hand,  he  will  fre- 
ijuently  desire  me  to  take  notice  of  his  rib,  as 
she  chances  to  pass.  ♦  Mind  that  draggle- 
tail'd  drunken  drab,'  he  will  say,  '  wiiat  an 
antidote  it  is — yet,  for  all  that,  Felton,  she 
was  a  fine  woman  when  I  married  her — poor 
Bess,  I  have  been  tiie  ruin  of  her,  that  is 
certain,  and  deserve  to  be  damned  for  bring- 
ing her  to  this  pass.' 

"  Thus  they  accommodate  themselves  to 
tach  other's  infirmities,  and  pass  their  time 
not  without  some  taste  of  plebeian  enjoyment 
— but,  name  their  child,  they  never  fail  to 
burst  into  tears,  and  still  feel  a  return  of  the 
most  poignant  sorrow." 

Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  did  not  hear  this 
story  unmoved.  Tom  Clarke's  cheeks  were 
bedewed  with  the  drops  of  sympathy,  while, 
with  much  sobbing,  he  declared  his  opinion, 
tiiat  an  action  would  lie  against  the  lady's 
father. 

Captain  Crowe  having  listened  to  the 
story  with  uncommon  attention,  expressed 
!iis  concern  that  an  honest  seaman  should 
be  so  taken  in  stays  ;  but  he  imputed  all  his 
calamities  to  the  wile  :  "  For  why  7"  said  he, 
"  a  seafaring  man  may  have  a  sweetheart  in 
t'very  port ;  but  he  should  steer  clear  of  a 
wife,  as  he  would  avoid  a  quicksand.  You 
«ee,  brother,  how   this  here   Clewline  lags 

astern   in  the  wake  of  a  snivelling  b , 

otherwise  he  would  never  make  a  weft  in 
his  ensign  for  the  loss  of  a  child — odds  heart ! 
he  could  have  done  no  more  if  he  had  sprung 
a  top-mast,  or  started  a  timber." 

The  knight  declaring  he  would  take  ano- 
ther view  of  the  prison  in  the  afternoon, 
Mr  Felton  insisted  upon  his  doing  him  the 
honour  to  drink  a  dish  of  tea  in  his  apart- 
ment, and  Sir  Launcelot  accepted  his  invi- 
tation. Thither  they  accordingly  repaired, 
after  having  made  another  circuit  of  the  jail, 
and  the  tea  things  were  produced  by  Mrs 
Felton,  when  she  was  summoned  to  the  door, 
and,  in  a  few  minutes  returning,  communi- 
cated something  in  a  whisper  to  her  hus- 
band. He  changed  colour,  and  repaired  to 
the  staircase,  where  he  was  heard  to  talk 
aloud  in  an  angry  tone. 

When  he  came  back,  he  told  the  company 
he  had  been  teased  by  a  very  importunate 
lieggar.  Addressing  himself  to  our  adven- 
turer,— "You  took  notice,"  said  he,  "  of  a 
line  lady  flaunting  about  our  walks  in  all 
the  frippery  of  the  fashion.  She  was  lately 
.'1  gay  young  widow  that  made  a  great  figure 
at  the  court-end  of  tlie  town  ;  she  distin- 
^'uished  herself  by  her  splendid  equipage,  her 
rich  liveries,  her  brilliant  assemblies,  her  nu- 
merous routs,  and  her  elegant  taste  in  dress 
Dud  furniture.  She  is  nearly  related  to  some 
v»f  the  best  families  in  England,  and,  it  must 
J*  o>vncd,  mistress  of  many  fine  accomplish- 


ments. But  being  deficient  in  true  delicacy, 
she  endeavoured  to  hide  that  defect  by  affec- 
tation. She  pretended  to  a  thousand  antipa. 
thies  which  did  not  belong  to  her  nature.  A 
breast  of  veal  threw  her  into  mortal  agonies  ; 
if  she  saw  a  spider,  she  screamed  ;  and  at 
sight  of  a  mouse  she  fainted  away  :  she  could 
not,  without  horror,  behold  an  entire  joint 
of  meat ;  and  nothing  but  fricassees  and 
other  made  dishes  were  seen  upon  her  table. 
She  caused  all  her  floors  to  be  lined  with 
green  baize,  that  she  might  trip  along  them 
with  more  ease  and  pleasure.  Her  footmen 
wore  clogs,  which  were  deposited  in  the 
hall  ;  and  both  they  and  her  chairmen  were 
laid  under  the  strongest  injunctions  to  avoid 
porter  and  tobacco.  Her  jointure  amounted 
to  eight  liundred  pounds  per  annum,  and  she 
made  shift  to  spend  four  times  that  sum  :  at 
length  it  was  mortgaged  for  nearly  the  en- 
tire value ;  but,  far  from  retrenching,  she 
seemed  to  increase  in  e.xtravagance,  until 
her  effects  were  taken  in  execution,  and  her 
person  here  deposited  in  safe  custody. 

"  When  one  considers  the  abrupt  transi- 
tion she  underwent  from  her  spacious  apart- 
ments to  a  hovel  scarce  eight  feet  square  ; 
from  sumptuous  furniture  to  bare  benches ; 
from  magnificence  to  meanness  ;  from  afflu- 
ence to  extreme  poverty  ;  one  would  imagine 
she  must  have  been  totally  overwhelmed  by 
such  a  sudden  gush  of  misery.  But  this  was 
not  the  case  :  she  has,  in  fact,  no  delicate 
feelings.  She  forthwith  accommodated  her- 
self to  the  exigency  of  her  fortune  ;  yet  she 
still  affects  to  keep  state  amidst  the  miseries 
of  a  jail ;  and  this  affectation  is  truly  ridicu- 
lous. She  lies  a-bed  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  ;  she  maintains  a  female  attendant 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  dressing  her  person. 
Her  cabin  is  the  least  cleanly  in  the  whole 
prison ;  she  has  learned  to  eat  bread  and 
cheese  and  drink  porter  :  but  she  always  ap- 
pears once  a-day  dressed  in  the  pink  of  the 
fashion.  She  has  found  means  to  run  ir 
debt  at  the  chandler's  shop,  the  baker's,  ano 
the  tap-house,  though  there  is  nothing  got 
in  this  place  but  with  ready  money  :  she  has 
even  borrowed  small  sums  from  divers  pri- 
soners, who  were  themselves  on  the  brink 
of  starving.  She  takes  pleasure  in  being 
surrounded  with  duns,  observing,  that  by 
such  people  a  person  of  fashion  is  to  be  dis- 
tinguished. Siie  writes  circular  letters  to 
her  former  friends  and  acquaintance,  and  by 
this  metiiod  has  raised  pretty  considerable 
contributions  ;  for  she  writes  in  a  most  ele- 
gant and  irresistible  style.  About  a  fort- 
night ago  she  received  a  supply  of  twenty 
guineas;  when,  instead  of  paying  her  little 
jail  debts,  or  withdrawing  any  part  of  her 
apparel  from  pawn,  she  laid  out  the  whole 
sum  in  a  fashionable  suit  of  laces ;  and  next 
day  borrowed  of  me  a  shilling  to  purchase  a 
neck  of  mutton  for  her  dinner, — She  seems 
I  to  think  her  rank  in  life  entitles   her  to  this 
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kind  of  assistance.  Siie  talivs  very  pomp- 
ously of  her  family  and  connections,  by 
whom,  however,  she  has  been  long  re- 
nounced. She  has  no  sympathy  i;or  com- 
passion for  the  distresses  of  her  fellow-crea- 
tures ;  but  she  is  perfectly  well  hrcd  ;  she 
hoars  a  repulse  the  best  of  any  woman  1  ever 
knew ;  and  her  temper  has  never  been  once 
rutHed  since  her  arrival  at  the  Kini^'s  Bench.' 
— She  now  entreated  mc  to  lend  her  half  a 
guinea,  for  which  she  said  she  had  the  most 
pressing  occasion,  and  promised  upon  her 
honour  it  should  be  repaid  to-morrow  ;  but  I 
lent  a  deaf  ear  to  her  reciuest,  and  told  her 
in  plain  terms  that  !ier  honour  was  alieady 
bankrupt." 

Sir  Launcelot,  thrusting- his  hand  mechan- 
ically into  his  pocket,  pulled  out  a  couple  of 
guineas,  and  desired  Felton  to  accommodate 
her  with  that  trifle  in  his  own  name  ;  but  he 
declined  the  proposal,  and  refused  to  touch 
the  money.  "  God  forbid,"  said  he,  "  that  I 
should  attempt  to  thwart  your  charitable  in- 
tention ;  but  this,  my  good  sir,  is  no  object — 
she  has  many  resources.  Neither  should 
we  number  the  clamorous  bcgirar  among 
those  who  really  feel  distress.  Ko  is  gene- 
rally gorged  with  bounty  misapplied.  The 
liberal  hand  of  charity  sliould  be  extended  to 
modest  want,  that  pines  in  silence,  encoun- 
tering cold,  nakedness,  and  hunger,  and 
every  species  of  distress.  Here  you  may 
find  the  wretch  of  keen  sensations  blasted  by 
accident  in  the  blossoms  of  his  fortune,  shiv- 
ering in  the  solitary  recess  of  indigence,  dis- 
daining to  beg,  and  even  ashamed  to  let  his 
misery  be  known.  Here  you  may  see  the 
parent  who  has  known  happier  times,  sur- 
rounded by  his  tender  otispring,  naked  and 
forlorn,  demanding  food,  which  his  circum- 
stances cannot  afford. 

"  That  man  of  decent  appearance  and 
melancholy  aspect,  who  lifted  his  l;at  as  you 
passed  him  in  the  yard,  is  a  person  of  un- 
blemished character.  He  was  a  reputable 
tradesman  in  the  city,  and  failed  through 
inevitable  losses.  A  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy was  taken  out  against  him  by  his 
sole  creditor,  a  quakcr,  who  refused  to  sign 
his  certificate.  He  has  lived  these  three 
years  in  prison,  with  a  wife  and  five  small 
children.  In  a  little  time  after  Ins  commit- 
ment, he  had  friends  who  offered  to  pay  ten 
shillings  in  the  pound  of  what  lie  owed,  and 
to  give  security  for  paying  the  remainder  in 
three  years,  by  instalments.  The  honest 
'juaker  did  not  charge  the  bankrupt  with  any 
dishonest  practices  ;  but  he  rejected  the  pro- 
posal with  the  most  mortifying  indifference, 
declaring  that  he  did  not  want  his  money. 
The  mother  repaired  to  his  house,  and  kneel- 
ing before  him  with  her  five  lovely  children, 
implored  mercy  with  tears  and  exclamations. 
He  stood  this  scene  unmoved,  and  even 
teemed  to  enjoy  the  prospect,  wearing  the 
oo'ie  of  co-nplacency,  while  his  heart  was 


steeled  with  rancour.  '  Woman,'  said  he, 
'  these  be  hopeful  bjibes,  if  they  were  duly 
nurtured.  Go  thy  ways  in  peace  ;  I  have 
taken  my  resolution.'  Her  friends  main- 
tained the  family  for  some  time ;  but  it  ie 
not  in  human  charity  to  persevere;  some  of 
them  died ;  some  of  them  grew  unfortunate 
some  of  them  tell  off";  and  now  the  poor  man 
is  reduced  to  the  extremity  of  indigence, 
from  whence  he  has  no  prospect  of  bein<» 
retrieved.  The  fourth  part  of  what  you 
would  have  bestowed  upon  the  lady,  would 
make  this  man  and  his  family  sing  with  joy." 

He  had  scarce  pronounced  tiiese  words, 
when  our  hero  desired  the  man  might  be 
called,  and  in  a  few  minutes  he  entered  the 
apartment  with  a  low  obeisance.  "  Mi 
Colcby,"  said  the  knight,  *'  I  have  heard  how 
cruelly  you  have  been  used  by  your  creditor 
and  beg  you  will  accept  this  trifling  present 
if  it  can  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  your  dis- 
tress." So  saying,  he  put  five  guineas  into 
his  hand.  The  poor  man  was  so  confounded 
at  such  an  unlooked  for  ac(juisition,  that  he 
stood  motionless  and  silent,  unable  to  thank 
the  donor ;  and  Mr  Felton  conveyed  him  to 
the  door,  observing  that  his  heart  was  too 
full  for  utterance.  But  in  a  little  time,  his 
wife,  bursting  into  the  room  with  her  five 
children,  looked  around,  and  going  up  to  Sir 
Launcelot,  without  any  direction,  exclaimed, 
— "  This  is  the  angel  sent  by  Providence  to 
succour  me  and  my  poor  innocents."  Then 
falling  at  his  feet,  she  pressed  his  hand  and 
bathed  it  with  her  tears.  He  raised  her  no 
with  that  complacency  which  was  natural  to 
his  disposition.  He  kissed  all  her  children, 
who  were  remarkably  han(>some  and  neatly 
kept,  though  in  homely  apparel :  and,  giving 
her  his  direction,  assured  her  she  might  al- 
ways apply  to  him  in  her  distress. 

After  her  departure,  he  produced  a  bank- 
note of  twenty  pounds,  and  would  have  de- 
posited it  in  the  hands  of  Mr  Felton,  to  be 
distributed  in  charities  among  the  objects  of 
the  place ;  but  he  desired  it  might  be  left 
with  Mr  Norton,  who  was  the  proper  person 
for  managing  his  benevolence  :  and  he  pro- 
mised to  assist  the  deputy  with  his  adviie  iii 
laying  it  out. 


CHAPTER  XXIl. 

In  which  Captain  Crowe  is  sublimed  trtm 
the  regions  of  astrology. 

TiiRKE  whole  days  had  our  adventurer  pro- 
secuted his  inquiry  about  the  amiable  Aurelia, 
whom  he  souglit  in  every  place  of  public  and 
of  private  entertainment  or  resort,  withoszt 
obtaining  the  least  satisfactory  intelligence, 
when  he  received,  one  evening,  from  the 
hands  of  a  porter,  who  instantly  vanished, 
the  following  billet : 

"  If  you  would  learn  the   particulars  of 
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Miss  Darnel's  fate,  fail  not  to  be  in  the  fields 
by  the  Foundling'  hospital,  precisely  at  seven 
o'clock  this  evening,  when  you  shall  be  met 
by  a  person  who  will  give  you  the  satisfaction 
you  desire,  together  with  his  reason  for  ad- 
dressing you  in  this  mysterious  manner." 

Had  this  intimation  concerned  any  other 
subject,  perhaps  the  knight  would  have  de- 
liberated with  himself  in  what  manner  he 
should  take  a  hint  so  darkly  communicated  : 
but  his  eagerness  to  retrieve  the  jewel  he  had 
lost  divested  him  of  all  his  caution ;  the 
time  of  assignation  was  already  at  hand,  and 
neither  the  captain  nor  his  nephew  could  be 
found  to  accompany  him,  had  he  been  dis- 
posed to  make  use  of  their  attendance.  He 
therefore,  atler  a  moment's  hesitation,  re- 
oaired  to  the  place  appointed,  in  the  utmost 
agitation  and  anxiety,  lest  the  hour  should 
be  elapsed  before  his  arrival. 

Crowe  was  one  of  those  defective  spirits 
who  cannot  subsist  for  any  length  of  time  on 
their  own  bottoms.  He  wanted  a  familiar 
prop,  upon  which  he  could  disburden  his 
cares,  his  doubts,  and  his  humours:  an  hum- 
ble friend  who  would  endure  his  caprices, 
and  with  whom  he  could  communicate,  free 
of  all  reserve  and  restraint.  'J'hough  he 
lOved  his  nephew's  person,  and  admired  his 
parts,  he  considered  him  often  as  a  little  pet- 
ulant jackanapes,  who  presumed  upon  his 
superior  understanding;  and  as  for  Sir  Laun- 
celot,  there  was  something  in  his  character 
that  overawed  the  seaman,  and  kept  him  at 
a  disagreeable  distance.  He  had,  in  this  di- 
lemma, cast  his  eyes  upon  Timothy  Crab- 
shaw,  and  admitted  him  to  a  considerable 
share  of  familiarity  and  fellowship.  These 
companions  had  been  employed  in  smoking 
a  bocial  pipe  at  an  ale-house  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, when  the  knight  made  his  excur- 
sion ;  anu  returning  to  tlie  house  about  sup- 
per-time, found  Mr  Clarke  in  waiting. 

The  young  lawyer  was  alarmed  when  he 
heard  the  hour  of  ten,  witliout  seeing  our 
adventurer,  who  had  been  used  to  be  ex- 
tremely regular  in  his  economy ;  and  the 
captain  and  he  supped  in  profound  silence. 
Finding,  upon  inquiry  among  the  servants, 
that  the  knight  went  out  abruptly,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  received  a  billet,  Tom  be- 
gan to  be  visited  with  the  apprehension  of  a 
duel,  and  sat  the  best  part  of  the  night  by 
his  uncle,  sweating  with  the  expectation  of 
seeing  our  hero  brought  home  a  breathless 
corpse  :  but  no  tidings  of  him  arriving,  he, 
nbout  two  in  the  morning,  repaired  to  his 
own  lodging,  resolved  to  publish  a  description 
of  Sir  LaunceJot  in  the  newspapers,  if  he 
sliould  not  appear  next  day. 

Crowe  did  not  pass  the  time  without  un- 
easiness. He  was  extremely  concerned  at 
the  thought  of  some  mischief  having  befallen 
fiis  friend  and  patron  :  and  he  was  terrified 
tvith  the  apprehensions,  that  in  case  Sir 
Laimcelot   was   murdered,   his  spirit  might 


come  and  give  him  notice  of  his  fate.  No«'J 
he  had  an  insuperable  aversion  to  all  corres- 
pondence with  the  dead ;  and  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  the  spirit  of  his  departed  fricni' 
could  not  appear  to  him  except  when  lie 
should  be  alone  and  a-bed  in  the  dark,  he 
determined  to  pass  the  remainder  of  the  night 
without  going  to  bed.  For  this  purpose,  his 
first  care  was  to  visit  the  garret,  in  which 
Timothy  Crabshaw  lay  fast  asleep,  snoring 
with  his  mouth  wide  open.  Him  the  captain 
with  difliculty  roused,  by  dint  of  promising 
to  regale  him  with  a  bowl  of  rum  puncii  in 
the  kitchen,  where  the  fire,  which  had  been 
extinguished,  was  soon  rekindled.  The  in- 
gredients were  fetched  from  a  public  house 
in  the  neighbourhood :  for  the  captam  was 
too  proud  to  use  his  interest  in  the  knight's 
family,  especially  at  these  hours,  when  all 
the  rest  of  the  servants  had  retired  to  their 
repose ;  and  he  and  Timothy  drank  together 
until  day-break,  the  conversation  turning 
upon  hobgoblins,  and  God's  revenge  against 
murder. 

The  cook-maid  lay  in  a  little  apartment 
contiguous  to  the  kitchen  ;  and  whether  dis- 
turbed by  these  horrible  tales  of  apparitions, 
or  titillated  by  the  savoury  steams  that  issued 
from  the  punch-bowl,  she  made  a  virtue  o',' 
necessity  or  appetite,  and  dressing  herself  in 
the  dark,  suddenly  appeared  before  them,  to 
the  no  small  perturbation  of  both.  Timothy, 
in  particular,  was  so  startled,  that,  in  his  en- 
deavours to  make  a  hasty  retreat  towards  the 
chimney-corner,  he  overturned  the  table  ;  the 
liquor  was  spilt,  but  the  bowl  was  saved  by 
falling  on  a  heap  of  ashes.  Mrs  Cook  having 
reprimanded  him  for  his  foolish  fear,  de- 
clared, she  had  got  up  betimes,  in  order  to 
scour  her  sauce-pans  ;  and  the  captain  pro- 
posed to  have  the  bowl  replenished,  if  mate- 
rials could  be  procured.  This  difficulty  was 
overcome  by  Crabshaw  ;  and  they  sat  down 
with  their  new  associate  to  discuss  the  second 
edition. 

The  knight's  sudden  disappearing  being 
brought  upon  the  carpet,  their  female  com- 
panion gave  it  as  her  opinion,  that  nothing 
would  be  so  likely  to  bring  this  affair  to  light, 
as  going  to  a  cunning  man,  whom  she  had 
lately  consulted  about  a  silver  spoon  that 
was  mislaid,  and  who  told  her  all  the  things 
that  she  ever  did,  and  ever  would  happen  to 
her,  through  the  whole  course  of  her  life. 

Her  two  companions  pricked  up  their  ears 
at  this  intelligence  ;  and  Crowe  asked  if  the 
spoon  had  been  found"?  She  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  and  said,  the  cunning  man 
described  to  a  hair  the  person  that  should 
be  her  true  lover,  and  her  wedded  husband  : 
that  he  was  a  seafaring  man  ;  that  he  was 
pretty  well  stricken  in  years ;  a  little  pass- 
ionate or  so  ;  and  that  he  went  with  his 
fingers  clinched  like,  as  it  were.  The  cap- 
tain began  to  sweat  at  this  description,  and 
mechanically  thrust  his  hands  into  his  pock 


ADVENTURES  OF  SIR  LAUNCELOT  GREAVES. 


203 


?ts  •  while  Crabshaw,  pointing  to  liim,  told 
ncr  he  believed  she  had  got  the  right  sow  by 
the  ear.  Crowe  grumbled,  that  mayhap  for 
all  liiat  he  should  not  be  brouglit  up  by  such 
a  grappling  neither.  Then  he  asked  if  this 
cunning  man  dealt  with  the  devil,  declaring, 
in  that  case,  he  would  keep  clear  of  him; 
for  why?  because  he  must  have  sold  himself 
to  old  Scratch ;  and  being  a  servant  of  the 
devil,  how  could  he  be  a  good  subject  to  his 
majesty?  Mrs  Cook  assured  him,  the  con- 
jurer was  a  good  Christian ;  and  that  he 
gained  all  his  knowledge  by  conversing  with 
the  stars  and  planets.  Thus  satisfied,  the 
two  friends  resolved  to  consult  him  as  soon 
as  it  siiould  be  liglit ;  and  being  directed  to 
the  place  of  his  habitation,  set  out  for  it  by 
ecvcn  in  the  morning. 

They  found  the  house  forsaken,  and  had 
already  reached  the  end  of  the  lane  in  their 
return,  when  they  were  accosted  by  an  old 
woman,  who  gave  them  to  understand,  that, 
if  they  had  occasion  for  the  advice  of  a 
fortune-teller,  as  she  did  suppose  they  had, 
from  their  stopping  at  the  house  "where 
Dr  Grubble  lived,  sTie  would  conduct  them 
to  a  person  of  much  more  eminence  in  that 
profession :  at  the  same  time,  she  informed 
them  that  the  said  Grubble  had  been  lately 
sent  to  Bridewell ;  a  circumstance  which, 
with  all  iiis  art  he  had  not  been  able  to 
fore.see.  The  captain,  without  any  scruple, 
put  himself  and  his  companion  under  convoy 
of  this  beldame,  who,  through  many  wind- 
ings and  turnings,  brought  them  to  the  door 
of  a  ruinous  house,  standing  in  a  blind  alley  ; 
which  door  having  opened  with  a  key  drawn 
from  her  pocket,  she  introduced  them  into  a 
parlour,  where  they  saw  no  other  furniture 
than  a  naked  bench,  and  some  frightful  figures 
on  the  bare  walls,  drawn,  or  rather  scrawled, 
with  charcoal. 

Here  she  left  them  locked  in,  until  she 
should  give  the  doctor  notice  of  their  arrival ; 
and  they  amused  themselves  with  decipher- 
ing these  characters  and  hieroglyphics.  The 
first  figure  that  engaged  their  attention  was 
that  of  a  man  hanging  upon  a  gibbet,  which 
both  considered  as  an  unfavourable  omen, 
and  each  endeavoured  to  avert  from  his  own 
person.  Crabshaw  observed,  that  the  figure 
60  suspended  was  clothed  in  a  sailor's  jacket 
and  trowsers ;  a  truth  whicii  the  captain 
could  not  deny;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
affirmed,  that  the  said  figure  exhibited  the 
very  nose  and  cjiin  of  Timothy,  together 
with  the  hump  on  one  shoulder.  A  warm 
dispute  ensued,  and,  being  maintained  with 
much  acrimonious  altercation,  might  have 
dissolved  the  new-cemented  friendship  of 
those  two  originals,  had  it  not  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  old  sybil,  who,  coming  into 
the  parlour,  intimated  that  the  doctor  waited 
for  them  above  ;  she  likewise  told  them,  that 
■\e  never  admitted  more  than  one  at  a  time. 
Vb'iR  hint  occasioned  a  fresh  contest;  the 
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captain  insisted  upon  Crabshaw's  making 
sail  a-head,  in  order  to  look  out  afore  ;  but 
Timothy  persisted  in  refusing  this  honour, 
declaring,  he  did  not  j)rctend  to  lead,  but  ho 
would  follow,  as  in  duty  bound.  The  old 
gentlewoman  abridged  the  ceremony,  by 
heading  out  Crabshaw  with  one  liand,  and 
locking  up  Crowe  with  the  other. 

'I'he  former  was  dragged  up  stairs  like  a 
bear  to  the  stake,  not  without  reluctance 
and  terror,  which  did  not  at  all  abate  at  sight 
of  the  conjuror,  with  whom  he  was  inime- 
diatcly  shut  up  by  his  conductress,  after  she 
had  told  him,  in  a  whisper,  that  he  must  de- 
posit a  shilling  in  a  little  black  collin,  su()- 
ported  by  a  human  skull  and  thigh  bones 
crossed,  on  a  stool  covered  with  black  baize, 
that  stood  in  one  corner  of  the  apartment. 
The  squire  having  made  this  offering  with 
tc-ar  and  trembling,  ventured  to  survey  the 
objects  around  him,  which  were  very  well 
calculated  to  augment  his  confusion.  He 
saw  divers  skeletons  hung  by  the  head,  tiie 
stuffed  skin  of  a  young  alligator,  ^  calf  with 
two  heads,  and  several  snakes  suspended 
from  the  ceiling,  with  the  jaws  of  a  shark, 
and  a  starved  weasel.  On  another  funeral 
table  he  beheld  two  sjiheres,  between  whicli 
lay  a  book  open,  exhibiting  outlandish  cha- 
racters and  mathematical  diagrams.  On  one 
side  stood  an  ink-standish  with  paper ;  ano 
behind  this  desk  appeared  the  conjuror  him- 
self, in  sable  vestments,  his  head  so  over- 
shadowed with  hair,  that,  far  from  contem- 
plating  his  features,  Timothy  could  distiii- 
guisli  nothing  but  a  long  white  beard,  which, 
for  auglit  he  knew,  might  have  belonged  to 
a  four-legged  goat,  as  well  as  to  a  two- 
legged  astrologer. 

This  apparition,  which  the  squire  did  not 
eye  without  manifest  discomposure,  extend- 
ing a  white  wand,  njade  certain  evolutions 
over  the  head  of  Timothy,  and  having  mut- 
tered an  ejaculation,  commanded  him,  in  a 
hollow  tone,  to  come  forward  and  declare  his 
name.  Crabshaw,  thus  adjured,  advanced 
to  the  altar,  and,  whether  from  design,  or 
(which  is  more  probable)  from  confusion, 
answered, — "  Samuel  Crowe."  The  conju- 
ror, taking  up  the  pen,  and  making  a  few 
scratches  on  the  paper,  exclaimed,  in  a  ter- 
rific accent, — '•  How,  miscreant!  attempt  to 
impose  upon  the  stars'? — you  look  more  like 
a  crab  than  a  crow,  and  was  born  under  the 
sign  of  Cancer."  The  squire,  almost  anni- 
hilated by  this  exclamation,  fell  upon  hi« 
knees,  crying, — *'  I  pray  yaw,  my  lord  con- 
jurer's worship,  pardon  my  ignorance,  and 
down't  go  to  baind  me  over  to  the  Red  Sea 
like — I'se  a  poor  Yorkshire  tyke,  and  would 
no  more  cheat  the  stars  than  I'd  cheat  my 
own  vather,  as  the  saying  is — a  must  be  a 
good  hand  at  trapping,  that  catches  the 
stars  a  nappincc — but,  as  your  honour's  wor- 
ship observed,  my  name  is  Tim  Crabshaw, 
of  the  East  Raiding,  groom  and  squirir  td 
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Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  baron  knaight,  and 
arrant  knaight,  who  ran  mad  for  a  wench, 
as  vour  worship's  conjuration  well  knoweth. 
The  person  below  is  Captain  Crowe  ;  and 
we  coorn,  by  Margery  Cook's  recommenda- 
tion, to  seek  after  my  master,  who  is  gone 
away,  or  made  away,  the  Lord  knows  how 
and  where." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  conjuror, 
v.lio  exhorted  him  to  sit  down  and  compose 
iiimself  till  he  should  cast  a  figure  ;  then  lie 
scrawled  the  paper,  and,  waving  his  wand, 
repeated  abundance  of  gibberish  concerning 
t!ie  number,  the  names,  the  houses,  and  re- 
volutions of  the  planets,  with  their  conjunc- 
tions, oppositions,  signs,  circles,  cycles,  trines, 
and  trigons.  When  he  perceived  that  this 
artifice  had  its  proper  effect  in  disturbing 
the  brain  of  Crabshaw,  he  proceeded  to  tell 
him  from  the  stars  that  his  name  was  Crab- 
shaw, or  Crabsclaw  ;  that  he  was  born  in  the 
East  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  of  poor,  yet  honest 
parents,  and  had  some  skill  in  horses';  and 


pear  in  the  cart  with  a  nosegay  in  one  hand, 
and  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man  in  the  oilier. 
"  But  if  in  case  it  sliould  be  in  the  winter,'' 
said  the  squire,  "  when  a  nosegay  can't  be 
had?"  "  Why,  then,"  replied  the  conjuror, 
"  an  orange  will  do  as  well." 

These  material  points  being  adjusted  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  Timothy,  he  de- 
clared he  would  bestow  another  shilling  to 
know  the  fortune  of  an  old  companion,  w.ho 
truly  did  not  deserve  so  much  at  his  hands, 
but  he  could  not  help  loving  him  better  than 
e'er  a  friend  he  had  in  the  world.  So  say- 
ing he  dropped  a  third  offering  in  the  coffin, 
and  desired  to  know  the  fate  of  his  horse 
Gilbert.  The  astrologer  having  again  con- 
sulted his  art,  pronounced  that  Gilbert  would 
die  of  the  staggers,  and  his  carcass  be  given  to 
the  hounds  :  a  sentence  which  made  a  much 
deeper  impression  upon  Crabshaw's  mind, 
than  did  the  prediction  of  his  own  untimely 
and  disgraceful  fate.  He  shed  a  plenteous 
shower  of  tears,  and  his  grief  broke  forth  in 


that  he  served  a  gentleman  whose  name  be-  i  some  passionate  expressions  of  tenderness  ; 
gan  with  sthe  letter  G — ,  which  gentleman  j  at  length  he  told  the  astrologer  he  would  go 
had  nm  mad  for  love,  and  left  his  family,  but  and  send  up  the  captain,  who  wanted  to  con- 
whelher  he  would  return  alive  or  dead,  tlie  suit  him  about  Margery  Cook,  because  as 
stars  had  not  yet  determined.  !  how  she  had  informed  him  that  Dr  Grubble 

Poor  Timothy  was  thunderstruck  to  find  |  had  described  just  such  another  man  as  tiie 
the  conjurer  acquainted  with  all  these  cir-  i  captain  for  her  true  love  ;  and  he  had  nc 
cumstances,  and  begged  to  know  if  he  mought  j  great  stomach  to  the  match,  if  so  be  as  the 
be  so  bauld  as  to  ax  a  question  or  two  about ;  stars  were  not  bent  upon  their  coming  to- 
his  own  fortune.    The  astrologer  pointing  to  i  gether. 

the  little  coffin,  our  squire  understood  the  i  Accordingly,  the  squire,  being  dismissed 
Hint,  and  deposited  another  shilling.  The  '  by  the  conjurer,  descended  to  the  parlour 
sage  had  recourse  to  his  boek,  erected  an-  i  v^ith  a  rueful  length  of  face,  which  being 
other  scheme,  pei-formed  once  more  his  airy  |  perceived  by  the  captain,  he  demanded, — 
evolutions  with  the  wand,  and,  having  recited  ,  "  What  cheer,  ho  V  with  some  signs  of  ap- 
another  mystical  preamble,  expounded  tlie  j  prehension.  Crabshaw  making  no  return  to 
book  of  fate  in  these  words: — "You  shall  ,  this  salute,  he  asked  if  the  conjurer  had 
neither  die  by  war  nor  water,  by  hunger  or  ,  taken  an  observation,  and  told  him  any  thing, 
by  thirst,  nor  be  brought  to  the  grave  by  old  ,  Then  the  other  replied,  he  had  told  him  more 
age  or  distemper;  but,  let  me  see — ay,  the  than  he  desired  to  know.  "  Why,  an  that 
.sfars  will  have  it  so — you  shall  be — exalted —  |  be  the  case,"  said  the  seaman,  "  I  have  no 
hah  ! — ay,  that  i.s — hanged  for  horse-steal-  [  occasion  to  go  aloft  this  trip,  brother." 
inor."  "  O  !  good  my  lord  conjurer  !"  roared  '  This  evasion  would  not  serve  his  turn  : 
the  squire,  "  I'd  as  lief  give  forty  shillings  as  j  old  Tisiphone  was  at  hand,  and  led  him  up 
be  hanged."  "Peace,  sirrah!"  cried  the  ;  growling  into  the  hall  of  audience,  which  he 
other,  "  would  you  contradict  or  reverse  the  :  did  not  examine  without  trepidation.  Hav- 
imrnutable  decrees  of  fate?  Hanging  is  your  i  ingr  been   directed   to  the  coffin,  where  he 


destiny,  and  hanged  you  shall  be — and  com- 
fort yourself  with  the  reflection,  that  as  you 
arc  not  the  first,  so  neither  will  you  be  tiie 
last,  to  swing  on  Tyburn  tree."  This  com- 
fortable assurance  composed  the  mind  of 
Timothy  and  in  a  great  measure  reconciled 
iiim  to  the  prediction.  He  now  proceeded, 
in  a  whining  tone,  to  ask  whether  he  should 
suffer  for  the  first  fact?  whether  it  would 
be  for  a  horse  or  a  mare?  and  of  what  co- 
our?  that  he  might  know  when  his  hour 
was  come.  The  conjurer  gravely  answered, 
tnal  he  would  steal  a  dappled  gelding  on  a 
Wednesday,  be  cast  at  the  Old  Bailey  on 
Thursday,  and  suffer  on  a  Friday ;  and  he 
Jtrenuouslv  recommended  it  to  him  to  ap- 


presentcd  half-a-crown,  in  hope  of  rendering 
the  fates  more  propitious,  the  usual  cere 
mony  was  performed,  and  the  doctor  ad- 
dressed him  in  these  words  : — "  Approach 
raven."  The  captain  advancing, — "  You 
an't  much  mistaken,  brother,"  said  ho, 
"  heave  your  eye  into  the  binnacle,  and  box 
your  compass,  you'll  find  I'm  a  Crowe,  not  a 
raven,  ihoT  indeed  they  be  both  fowls  of  a 
feather,  as  the  saying  is."  "  I  know  it,"  cried 
the  conjurer,  "  thou  art  a  northern  crow, — a 
sea  crow  ;  not  a  crow  of  prey,  but  a  crow  to 
be  preyed  upon  ; — a  crow  to  be  plucked, — 
to  be  flayed, — to  be  basted, — to  be  broiled 
by  Marg-ery  upon  the  gridiron  of  matrimo- 
ny."— The  novice  changing  colour  at  thii 
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lenunciation, — "  I  do  understand  your  sig- 
nals, brotlier,"  said  lie,  "  and  if  it  be  set 
down  in  tiie  lojjf-boolv  of  fate  that  we  must 
grapple,  why  lliun  'ware  timbers.  But  as  I 
know  how  liie  land  lies,  d'ye  see,  and  the 
current  of  my  inclination  sets  me  otf,  I  shall 
haul  ii-p  close  to  the  wind,  and  mayhap  we 
shall  clear  Cape  Mari,'ery.  But,  howsom- 
ever,  we  shall  leave  that  reef  in  the  lore 
top-sail — I  was  bound  upon  anotiier  voyage, 
d'ye  see — to  look  and  to  see,  and  to  know 
if  so  be  as  how  I  could  pick  up  any  intelli- 
gence along  shore  concerning  my  friend  Sir 
Launcelot,  who  slipped  his  cable  last  night, 
and  has  lost  company,  d'ye  see."  "  What !" 
exclaimed  the  cunning  man,  "  art  thou  a 
crov/,  and  canst  not  smell  carrion  ?  If  thou 
would'st  grieve  for  Greaves,  behold  his 
naked  carcass  lies  unburied,  to  feed  the  kites, 
the  crows,  the  gulls,  the  rooks,  and  ravens." 
*'  What !  broach'd  to  !"  "  Dead  as  a  boiled 
lobster."  "  Odds  heart,  friend,  these  are 
the  heaviest  tidings  I  have  heard  these  seven 
long  years — there  must  have  been  deadly 
odds  when  he  lowered  his  topsails — Smile 
my  eyes !  I  had  rather  the  Mufti  had  foun- 
dered at  sea,  with  myself  and  all  my  genera- 
tion on  board.  Well  fare  thy  soul,  flower  of 
the  world  !  Had  honest  Sam  Crowe  been 
within  hail — but  what  signifie?  palavering." 
Here  the  tears  of  unaffected  sorrow  flowed 
plentifully  down  the  furrows  of  the  seaman's 
cheeks;  then  his  grief  giving  way  to  his 
indignation, — "  Hark  ye,  brother  conjurer," 
said  he,  "you  can  spy  foul  weather  before 
it  comes,  damn  your  eyes  !  why  did  not  you 
give  us  warning  of  this  here  squall  ?  Blast 
my  limbs  !  I'll  make  you  give  an  account  of 
this  here  damned,  horrid,  confounded  mur- 
der, d'ye  see — mayhap  you  yourself  was  con- 
cerned, d'ye  see.  For  my  own  part,  brother, 
I  put  my  trust  in  God,  and  steer  by  the  com- 
pass, and  I  value  not  your  paw-wawing  and 
your  conjuration  of  a  rope's  end,  d'ye  see." 

The  conjurer  was  by  no  means  pleased 
either  with  the  matter  or  the  manner  of  this 
address.  He  therefore  began  to  soothe  the 
captain's  cholor,  by  representing  that  he  did 
not  pretend  to  onmiscience,  which  was  the 
attribute  of  God  alone ;  that  human  art  was 
fallible  and  imperfect ;  and  all  that  it  could 
perform,  was  to  discover  certain  partial  cir- 
cumstances of  any  particular  object  to  which 
its  inquiries  were  directed.  That  being  ques- 
tioned by  the  other  man  concerning  the 
cause  of  his  master's  disappearing,  he  had 
exercised  his  skill  upon  the  subject,  and 
found  reason  to  believe  that  Sir  Launcelot 
was  assassinated  :  that  he  should  think  him- 
self happy  in  being  the  instrument  of  bring- 
ing the  murderers  to  justice,  though  he  fore- 
saw they  would  of  themselves  save  him  that 
trouble  :  for  they  would  quarrel  about  divid- 
ing the  spoil,  and  one  would  give  informa- 
lion  against  the  other. 

The  prospect  of  this  satisfaction  appeased 


the  resentment,  and  in  some  measure  miti- 
gated the  grief  of  Captain  Crowe,  who  took 
his  leave  without  much  ceremony  :  and,  be- 
ing joined  by  Crabshaw,  proceeded  with  a 
heavy  heart  to  the  house  of  Sir  Launcelot, 
where  they  found  the  domestics  at  breakfast, 
without  exhibiting  the  least  sympLom  of  con- 
cern for  their  absent  master.  Crt)we  had 
been  wise  enough  to  conceal  from  Crabshaw 
what  ho  had  learned  of  the  knight's  fate. 
This  fatal  intelligence  he  reserved  for  the 
ear  of  his  nephew  Mr  Clarke,  who  did  not 
fail  to  attend  him  in  the  forenoon. 

As  for  the  squire,  he  did  nothing  but  rumi- 
nate in  rueful  silence  upon  the  dappled  geld- 
ing, the  nosegay,  and  the  predicted  fate  of 
Gilbert.  Him  he  forthwith  visited  in  the 
stable,  and  saluted  with  the  kiss  of  peace  ; 
then  he  bemoaned  his  fortune  with  tears, 
and,  by  the  sound  of  his  own  lamentation,, 
was  lulled  asleep  among  the  litLer. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

In  which  the  clouds  that  cover  the  catastro- 
phe begin  to  disperse. 

We  must  now  leave  Captain  Crowe  and  Iuh 
nephew  Mr  Clarke,  arguing  with  great  vehe- 
mence about  the  fatal  intelligence  obtained 
from  the  conjurer,  and  penetrate  at  once  the 
veil  that  concealed  our  hero.  Know  then, 
reader,  that  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  repair- 
ing to  the  place  described  in  the  billet  which 
he  had  received,  was  accosted  by  a  person 
muffled  in  a  cloak,  who  began  to  amuse  him 
with  a  feigned  story  of  Aurelia,  to  which 
while  he  listened  with  great  attention,  he 
found  himself  suddenly  surrounded  by  armed 
men,  who  seized  and  pinioned  down  his  arms, 
took  away  his  sword,  and  conveyed  him  by 
force  into  a  hackney-coach  provided  for  the 
purpose.  In  vain  he  expostulated  on  this 
violence  with  three  persons  who  accompa- 
nied him  in  the  vehicle.  He  could  not  ex- 
tort one  word  by  way  of  reply  ;  and,  from 
their  gloomy  aspects,  he  began  to  be  appre- 
hensive of  assassination.  Had  the  carriage 
passed  through  any  frequented  place,  he 
would  have  endeavoured  to  alarm  the  inha- 
bitants; but  it  was  already  clear  of  the 
town,  and  his  conductors  took  care  to  avoid 
all  villages  and  inhabited  houses. 

After  liaving  travelled  about  two  miles, 
the  coach  stopped  at  a  largo  iron  gate,  which 
being  opened,  our  adventurer  was  led  in 
silence  through  a  spacious  house  into  a  tole- 
rably decent  apartment,  which  he  understoou 
was  intended  ibr  his  bed-chamber.  In  a  few 
minutes  after  his  arrival,  he  was  visited  by  a 
man  of  no  very  prepossessing  appearance, 
who  endeavoured  to  smooth  his  countenance, 
which  was  naturally  stern,  welcomed  our  ad- 
venturer to  his  house,  exhorted  him  to  ba 
of  good  cheer,  assuring  him  he  should  want 
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for  nothing,  and  desired  to  know  what  he 
would  choose  for  supper. 

Sir  Launcclot,  in  answer  to  this  civil  ad- 
:lress,  begged  he  would  explain  the  nature 
of  his  confinement,  and  the  reasons  for 
which  his  arms  were  tied  like  those  of  the 
worst  malefactor.  The  other  postponed  till 
to-morrow  the  explanation  he  demanded,  but 
in  the  mean  time  unbound  his  fetters,  and, 
as  he  declined  eating,  left  him  alone  to  his 
repose.  He  took  care,  however,  in  retiring, 
to  double  lock  the  door  of  the  room,  whose 
windows  were  grated  on  the  outside  with 
ron. 

The  knight,  being  thus  abandoned  to  his 
own  meditations,  began  to  ruminate  on  the 
present  adventure  with  equal  surprise  and 
concern  ;  but  the  more  he  revolved  circum- 
stances, the  more  was  he  perplexed  in  his 
conjectures.  According  to  the  state  of  the 
mind,  a  very  subtile  philosopher  is  often 
puzzled  by  a  very  plain  proposition;  and 
this  was  the  case  of  our  adventurer.  What 
made  the  strongest  impression  upon  his 
mind,  was  a  notion  that  he  was  apprehended 
on  suspicion  of  treasonable  practices,  by  a 
warrant  from  the  secretary  of  state,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  false  malicious  informa- 
tion ;  and  that  his  prison  was  no  other  than 
the  house  of  a  messenger,  set  apart  for  the 
accommodation  of  suspected  persons.  In 
this  opinion  he  comforted  himself  by  recol- 
■ecting  his  own  conscious  innocence,  and 
reflecting  that  he  should  be  entitled  to  the 
privilege  of  habeas  corpus,  as  the  act  in- 
cluding that  inestimable  jewel  was  happily 
not  suspended  at  this  time. 

Consoled  by  this  self-assurance,  he  quietly 
resigned  himself  to  slumber  ;  but  before  he 
fell  asleep  he  was  very  disagreeably  unde- 
ceived in  his  conjecture.  His  ears  were  all 
at  once  saluted  with  a  noise  from  the  next 
room,  conveyed  in  distinct  bounces  against 
the  wainscot ;  then  a  hoarse  voice  exclaim- 
ed, "  Bring  up  the  artillery — ^let  Brutandorf's 
brigade  advance — detach  my  black  hussars 
to  ravage  the  country — let  them  be  new 
oooted — take  particular  care  of  the  spur-lea- 
thers— make  a  desert  of  Lusatia — bombard 
the  suburbs  of  Pera — go,  tell  my  brother 
Henry  to  pass  the  Elbe  at  Meissen  with 
forty  battalions  and  fifty  squadrons — so  ho, 
you  Major-general  Bonder,  why  don't  you 
finish  your  second  parallel  ? — send  hither  the 
engineer  Shittenback — I'll  lay  all  tlie  shoes 
in  my  shop,  the  breach  will  be  practicable  in 
four-and-twenty  hours — don't  tell  me  of 
your  works — ^you  and  your  works  may  be 
damn'd." 

"  Assuredly,"  cried  another  voice  from  a 
different  quarter,  "  lie  that  thinks  to  be  saved 
uy  works  is  in  a  state  of  utter  reprobation — 
1  myself  was  a  profane  weaver,  and  trusted  to 
the  rottenness  of  works — I  kept  my  journey- 
men and  'prentices  at  constant  work,  and  my 
h^r^rt  was  set  upon  the  riches  of  this  world, 


which  was  a  wicked  work — but  now  I  have 
got  a  glimpse  of  the  new  light — I  feel  the 
operations  of  grace — I  am  of  the  new  birth — 
I  abhor  good  works — I  detest  all  working 
but  the  working  of  the  spirit — A  vaunt,  Satan 
— O  !  how  I  thirst  for  communication  with 
our  sister  Jolly." 

"  The  communication  is  already  open  with 
the  Marche,"  said  the  first,  "  but  as  for  thee, 
thou  caitiff,  who  hast  presumed  to  disparage 
my  works,  I'll  have  thee  rammed  into  a  mor- 
tar  with  a  double  charge  of  powder,  and 
thrown  into  the  enemy's  quarters." 

This  dialogue  operated  like  a  train  upon 
many  other  inhabitants  of  the  place  ;  one 
swore  he  was  within  three  vibrations  of  find- 
ing the  longitude,  when  this  noise  confound, 
ed  his  calculations :  a  second,  in  broken 
English,  complained  he  was  distorted  in  the 
moment  of  de  proshection  :  a  third,  in  the 
character  of  his  holiness,  denounced  inter- 
diction, excommunication,  and  anathemas ; 
swore  by  St  Peter's  keys,  they  should  howl 
ten  thousand  years  in  purgatory,  without  the 
benefit  of  a  single  mass  :  a  fourth  began  to 
halloo  in  all  the  vociferations  of  a  fox-hunter 
in  the  chase :  and  in  an  instant  the  whole 
house  was  in  an  uproar. 

The  clamour,  however,  was  of  a  short 
duration.  The  different  chambers  being 
opened  successively,  every  individual  was 
effectually  silenced  by  the  sound  of  one 
cabalistical  word,  which  was  no  other  than 
waistcoat :  a  charm  which  at  once  cowed  the 
king  of  Prussia,  dispossessed  the  fanatic, 
dumb-founded  the  mathematician,  dismayed 
the  alchemist,  deposed  the  pope,  and  de- 
prived the  squire  of  all  utterance. 

Our  adventurer  was  no  longer  in  doubt 
concerning  the  place  to  which  he  had  been 
conveyed  ;  and  the  more  he  reflected  on  his 
situation,  the  more  he  was  overwhelmed 
with  the  most  perplexing  chagrin.  He  could 
not  conceive  by  whose  means  he  had  been 
immured  in  a  mad-house ;  but  he  heartily 
repented  of  his  knight-errantrj',  as  a  frolic 
which  might  have  very  serious  consequences 
with  respect  to  his  future  life  and  fortune. 
After  mature  deliberation,  he  resolved  to 
demean  himself  with  the  utmost  circumspec- 
tion, well  knowing  that  every  violent  trans- 
port  would  be  interpreted  into  an  undeniable 
symptom  of  insanity.  He  was  not  without 
hope  of  being  able  to  move  his  jailor  by  a 
due  administration  of  that  which  is  generally 
more  efficacious  than  all  the  flowers  of  elo- 
cution ;  but  when  he  rose  in  the  morning,  he 
found  his  pockets  had  been  carefully  exa- 
mined, and  emptied  of  all  his  papers  and 
cash. 

The  keeper  entering,  he  inquired  about 
these  particulars,  and  was  given  to  under- 
stand, that  they  were  all  safely  deposited  fat 
his  use,  to  be  forthcoming  at  a  proper  sea- 
son ;  but,  at  present,  as  he  should  want  Ibf 
nothing,  he   had   no    occasion  for  money 
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The  knii^ht  acquiesced  in  tiiis  dcclarution, 
and  ate  his  breakfast  in  quiet. 

About  eleven,  he  received  a  visit  from  the 
physician,  wlio  conteinphited  liis  looks  witli 
great  solemnity  ;  and  having  examined  iiis 
pulse,  shook  his  head,  saying,  "  Weil,  sir, 
how  d'ye  do  ! — come,  don't  be  dejected — 
every  thing  is  lor  the  best — you  are  in  very 
good  Ininds,  sir,  I  assure  you  ;  and  I  dare 
say  will  refuse  nothing  that  may  be  thnught 
conducive  to  the  recovery  of  your  healtii." 

*•  Doctor,"  said  our  hero,  "  if  it  is  not  an 
improper  question  to  ask,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  your  opinion  of  my  disorder."  "  O  ! 
sir,  as  to  that,"  replied  the  physician,  "your 
disorder  is  a — kind  of  a — sir,  'tis  very  com- 
mon in  this  country — a  sort  of  a — "  "Do 
you  think  my  distemper  is  madness,  doc- 
tor !"  "  O  Lord,  sir,  not  ab-^iolute  madness — 
no — not  madness — you  have  heard,  no  doubt, 
of  what  is  called  a  weakness  of  the  nerves, 
sir, — though  that  is  a  very  inaccurate  ex- 
pression ;  for  this  phrase,  denoting  a  morbid 
excess  of  sensation,  seems  to  imply  that 
sensation  itself  is  owing  to  the  loose  cohe- 
sion of  tJiose  material  particles  which  con- 
stitute the  nervous  substance,  inasmuch  as 
the  quantity  of  every  etfect  must  be  propor- 
tionable to  its  cause  ;  now  you'll  please  to 
take  notice,  sir,  if  the  case  were  really  what 
these  words  seem  to  import,  all  bodies  whose 
particles  do  not  cohere  with  too  great  a  de- 
gree of  proximity,  would  be  nervous ;  that 
is,  endowed  with  sensation — sir,  I  shall  or- 
Jer  some  cooling  things  to  keep  you  in  due 
temperature ;  and  you'll  do  very  well — sir, 
your  humble  servant." 

So  saying,  he  retired,  and  our  adventurer 
could  not  but  think  it  was  very  hard  that 
one  man  should  not  dare  to  ask  the  most 
ordinary  question  without  being  reputed  mad, 
while  another  should  talk  nonsense  by  the 
hour,  and  yet  be  esteemed  as  an  oracle. 

The  master  of  the  house  finding  Sir 
Launcelot  so  tame  and  tractable,  indulged 
him  after  dinner  with  a  walk  in  a  little  pri- 
vate garden,  under  the  eye  of  a  servant  who 
followed  him  at  a  distance.  Here  he  was 
saluted  i)y  a  brother  prisoner,  a  man  seem- 
ingly turned  of  thirty,  tall  and  thin,  with 
staring  eyes,  a  hook-nose,  and  a  face  cov- 
ered with  pimples. 

The  usual  compliments  having  passed, 
the  stranger,  without  further  ceremony, 
asked  if  he  would  oblige  him  with  a  chew 
of  tobacco,  or  could  spare  him  a  mouthful 
of  any  sort  of  cordial,  declaring  he  had  not 
tasted  brandy  since  he  came  to  the  house. 
The  knight  assured  him  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  comply  with  his  request ;  and  be- 
gan to  a.*?!:  some  questions  relating  to  the 
character  of  their  landlord,  which  the  stran- 
ger represented  in  very  unfavourable  colours. 
He  describevl  him  as  a  ruffian,  capable  of 
undertaking  the  darkest  schemes  of  villainy. 
He  said  his  house  was  a  repository  of  the 
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most  flagrant  iniipiities  ;  that  it  contained 
fathers  kidnapped  by  their  children,  wives 
conlined  by  their  husbands,  gentlemen  of 
fortune  sequestered  by  their  relations,  am/ 
innocent  persons  immured  by  th(!  malice  of 
their  adversaries.  He  allirmed  this  was  his 
own  case  ;  and  asked  if  our  hero  had  never 
heard  of  Dick  Dit^tich,  the  poet  and  satirist, 
"lien  Bullock  and  1,"  said  he,  "were  con- 
fident against  the  world  in  arms — did  you 
never  sec  his  ode  to  me  beginning  with, — 
"  Fair  blooming  youth."  We  were  sworn 
brothers  ;  admired  and  praised,  and  quoted 
each  other,  sir:  we  denounced  war  against 
all  the  world,  actors,  authors,  and  critics  ; 
and  having  drawn  the  sword,  threw  away 
the  scabbard — we  pushed  through  thick  and 
thin,  hacked  and  hewed  helter-skelter,  and 
became  as  formidable  to  the  writers  of  the 
age  as  the  Boeotian  band  of  Thebes.  My 
friend  Bullock,  indeed,  was  once  rolled  in 
the  kennel ;  but  soon 

He  vijjorous  rose,  and  from  tlie  effluvia  strong 
Iniljibeil  new  life,  ;iii(l  scoured  and  stunk  alonjj. 

Hero  is  a  satire  which  I  wrote  in  an  ale- 
house when  I  was  drunk — I  can  prove  it  by 
the  evidence  of  the  landlord  and  his  wife  : 
I  fancy  you'll  own  I  have  some  right  to  say 
with  my  friend  Horace, 

'Qui  me  commorit,  melius  nontangere  clanio  ; 

Flebit  et  itisignis  tota  contabitur  ui-bc '  " 

The  knight,  having  perused  the  papers, 
declared  his  opinion  that  the  verses  were 
tolerably  good  ;  but  at  the  same  time  ob- 
served that  the  author  had  reviled  as  igno- 
rant dunces  several  persons  who  had  written 
with  reputation,  and  were  generally  allowed 
to  have  genius  ;  a  circumstance  that  would 
detract  more  from  his  candour  than  could  be 
allowed  to  his  capacity. 

"  Damn  their  genius  !"  cried  the  satirist, 
"a  pack  of  impertinent  rascals  !  I  will  tell 
you,  sir,  Ben  Bullock  and  I  had  determined  to 
crush  all  that  were  not  of  our  own  party — be- 
sides, I  said  before,  this  piece  was  written  in 
drink."  "  Was  you  drunk  too  when  it  was 
printed  and  published  ]"  "  Yes,  the  printer 
shall  make  affidavit  that  T  was  never  other- 
wise than  drunk  or  maudlin,  till  my  enemies, 
on  pretence  that  my  brain  was  turned,  con- 
veyed  me  to  this  infernal  mansion." 

"They  seem  to  have  been  your  best 
friends,"  said  the  kniglit,  "  and  have  put  the 
most  tender  interpretation  on  your  conduct ; 
for,  waving  the  plea  of  insanity,  your  cha- 
racter must  stand  as  that  of  a  man  who  hath 
some  small  share  of  genius,  without  an 
atom  of  integrity.  Of  all  those  whom  Pope 
lashed  in  his  Dunciad,  there  was  not  one 
who  did  not  richly  deserve  the  imputation 
of  dulness,  and  every  one  of  them  had  pro- 
voked the  satirist  by  a  personal  attack.  In 
this  respect  the  P^nglish  poet  was  much 
more  honest  than  his  French  patron  Boilcaii 
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who  stigmatized  several  men  of  acknow- 
ledged genius  ;  such  as  Q,uinault,  Perrault, 
and  the  celebrated  Lully  :  for  which  reason 
every  man  of  a  liberal  turn  must,  in  spite 
of  all  his  poetical  merit,  despise  him  as  a 
rancorous  knave.  If  this  disingenuous  con- 
duct cannot  be  forgiven  in  a  writer  of  his 
superior  genius,  who  will  pardon  it  in  you, 
vvliose  name  is  not  half-emerged  from  ob- 
scurity 1" 

"  Hark  ye,  friend,"  replied  the  bard, 
"  keep  your  pardon  and  your  counsel  for 
those  who  ask  it ;  or,  if  you  will  force  them 
upon  people,  take  one  [)iece  of  advice  in 
return  :  if  you  don't  like  your  present  situ- 
ation, apply  for  a  committee  without  delay: 
they'll  find  you  too  much  of  a  fool  to  have 
the  least  tincture  of  madness  :  and  you'll  be 
released  without  further  scruple  ;  in  that 
case  I  shall  rejoice  in  your  deliverance  ;  you 
will  be  freed  from  confinement,  and  I  shall 
be  happily  deprived  of  your  conversation." 

So  saying,  he  Hew  off  at  a  tangent,  and 
our  kniglil  could  not  help  smiling  at  the  pe- 
culiar virulence  of  his  disposition.  Sir 
Launcelot  then  endeavoured  to  enter  into 
conversation  with  his  attendant,  by  asking 
how  long  Mr  Distich  had  resided  in  the 
house  ;  but  he  might  as  well  have  addressed 
himself  to  a  Turkish  mute  :  the  fellow  either 
l)retended  ignorance,  or  refused  an  answer 
to  every  question  that  was  proposed.  He 
would  not  even  disclose  the  name  of  his 
landlord,  nor  inform  him  whereabouts  the 
house  was  situated. 

Finding  himself  agitated  with  impatience 
and  indignation,  he  returned  to  his  apart- 
ment, and  the  door  being  locked  upon  him, 
began  to  review,  not  without  horror,  the 
particulars  of  his  fate.  "  How  little  reason," 
said  he  to  himself,  "have  we  to  boast  of 
'he  blessings  enjoyed  by  the  British  subject, 
if  he  holds  them  on  such  a  precarious  te- 
nure :  if  a  man  of  rank  and  property  may  be 
thus  kidnapped  even  in  the  capital ;  if  he 
may  be  seized  by  ruffians,  insulted,  robbed, 
and  conveyed  to  such  a  prison  as  this,  from 
which  there  seems  to  be  no  possibility  of 
escape ;  should  I  be  indulged  with  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  and  appeal  to  my  relations,  or  to 
the  magistrates  of  my  country,  my  letters 
would  be  intercepted  by  those  who  super- 
intend my  conlinement.  Should  I  try  to 
alarm  the  neighbourhood,  my  cries  would  be 
neglected  as  those  of  some  unhappy  lunatic 
under  necessary  correction.  Should  I  em- 
ploy the  force  which  Heaven  has  lent  me,  I 
might  imbrue  my  hands  in  blood,  and  after 
all  find  it  impossible  to  escape  through  a  num- 
ber of  successive  doors,  locks,  bolts,  and  sen- 
tmels.  Should  I  endeavour  to  tamper  with 
the  servant,  he  might  discover  my  design, 
and  then  I  should  be  abridged  of  the  little 
comfort  T  enjoy.  People  may  inveigh  against 
the  Bastile  in  France,  and  the  Inquisition  in 
Portugal ;  but  I  would  ask,  if  either  of  these 


be  in  reality  so  dangerous  or  dreadful  as  4 
I)rivate  madhouse  in  England,  under  the  di- 
rection  of  a  ruilian  1  The  Bastile  is  a  state 
prison,  the  Inquisition  is  a  spiritual  tribunal, 
but  both  are  under  the  direction  of  govern- 
ment.  It  seldom,  if  ever,  happens  that  a 
man  entirely  innocent  is  confined  in  either; 
or,  if  ho  should,  he  lays  his  account  with  a 
legal  trial  before  established  judges.  But  in 
England,  the  most  innocent  person  upon 
earth  is  liable  to  be  immured  for  life  under 
the  pretext  of  lunacy,  sequestered  from  his 
wife,  children,  and  friends,  robbed  of  his 
fortune,  deprived  even  of  necessaries,  and 
subjected  to  the  most  brutal  treatment  from 
a  low-bred  barbarian,  who  raises  an  ample 
fortune  on  the  misery  of  his  fellow-creatures, 
and  may,  during  his  whole  lite,  practise  this 
horrid  oppression,  without  question  or  con- 
troul." 

•  This  uncomfortable  reverie  was  interrupt- 
ed by  a  very  unexpected  sound  that  seemed 
to  issue  from  the  other  side  of  a  thick  party- 
wall.  It  was  a  strain  of  vocal  music,  more 
plaintive  than  the  widowed  turtle's  moan, 
more  sweet  and  ravishing  than  Philomel's 
love-warbled  song.  Through  iiis  ear  it  in- 
stantly pierced  into  his  heart :  for  at  once 
he  recognized  it  to  be  the  voice  of  his  ado- 
red Aurelia.  Heavens  !  what  was  the  agi- 
tation of  his  soul,  when  he  made  this  disco- 
ver}' !  how  did  every  nerve  quiver!  how  did 
his  heart  throb  with  the  most  violent  emo- 
tion !  Ho  ran  round  the  room  in  distraction, 
foaming  like  a  lion  in  the  toil — then  he 
placed  his  ear  close  to  the  partition,  and 
listened  as  if  his  whole  soul  was  exerted  in 
his  sense  of  hearing.  When  the  sound 
ceased  to  vibrate  on  his  ear,  he  threw  him- 
self on  the  bed  ;  he  groaned  with  anguish, 
he  exclaimed  in  broken  accents  ;  and  in  all 
probability  his  heart  would  have  burst,  had 
not  the  violence  of  his  sorrow  found  vent  in 
a  flood  of  tears. 

These  first  transports  were  succeeded  by 
a  fit  of  impatience,  which  had  well  nigh  de- 
prived him  of  his  senses  in  good  earnest. 
His  surprise  at  finding  his  lost  Aurelia  in 
such  a  place,  the  seeming  impossibility  of 
relieving  her,  and  his  unspeakable  eagerness 
to  contrive  some  scheme  for  profiling  by 
the  interesting  discovery  he  had  made,  con- 
curred in  brewing  up  a  second  ecstasy,  dur- 
ing which  he  acted  a  thousand  extravagan- 
ces,  which  it  was  well  for  him  the  attendants 
did  not  observe.  Perhaps  it  was  well  for  the 
servant  that  he  did^  not  enter  while  the  par- 
oxysm prevailed ;  had  this  been  the  case,  he 
might  have  met  with  the  fate  of  Lychas, 
whom  Hercules  in  his  frenzy  destroyed. 

Before  the  cloth  was  laid  for  supper,  he 
was  calm  enough  to  conceal  the  disorder  of 
his  mind  :  but  he  complained  of  the  headach, 
and  desired  he  might  bo  next  day  visited  by 
the  physician,  to  whom  he  resolved  to  explain 
himself  in  sucii  a  manner,  os  should  makd 


ADVENTURES  OF  SIR  LAUNCELOT  GREAVES. 


2«10 


an  impression  upon  him,  provided  he  was 
not  altojrctlicr  destitute  of  conscience  and 
humanity. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

77(6  knot  thiit  jntzzles  human  wisdom,  the 
hand  of  Fortune  sometimes  will  untie 
familiar  as  her  garter. 

\Vhe.>  the  doctor  made  his  ne.xt  appearance 
in  Sir  Launcelot's  apartment,  tlie  knight 
addressed  him  in  tlicse  words. — "  Sir,  the 
practice  of  medicine  is  one  of  the  most 
honourable  professions  exercised  among  tiie 
sons  of  men ;  a  profession  wliicli  liatli  been 
revered  at  all  periods,  and  in  all  nations, 
and  even  held  sacred  in  the  most  polished 
.  ages  of  antiquity.  The  scope  of  it  is  to  pre- 
serve the  being,  and  confirm  tiie  Iiealth  of 
our  fellow-creatures  ;  of  consequence,  to  sus- 
tain the  blessings  of  society,  and  crown  life 
with  fruition.  The  character  of  a  physician, 
therefore,  not  only  supposes  natural  sagacity, 
and  acquired  erudition,  but  it  also  implies 
every  delicacy  of  sentiment,  every  tender- 
ness of  nature,  and  every  virtue  of  humanity. 
That  these  qualities  are  centered  in  you, 
doctor,  I  would  willingly  believe ;  but  it  will 
be  sufficient  for  my  purpose,  that  you  are 
oossessed  of  common  integrity.  To  whose 
concern  I  am  indebted  for  your  visit  you  best 
know ;  but  if  you  understand  the  art  of  me- 
dicine, you  must  be  sensible  by  this  time, 
that,  wit!)  respect  to  me,  your  prescriptions 
are  altogether  unnecessary — come,  sir,  you 
cannot — you  don't  believe  that  my  intellects 
are  disordered.  Yet,  granting  me  to  be  re- 
ally under  the  influence  of  that  deplorable 
malady,  no  person  has  a  right  to  treat  me  as 
a  lunatic,  or  to  sue  out  a  commission,  but 
my  nearest  kindred.  That  yon  mny  not 
plead  ignorance  of  my  name  and  family,  you 
diall  understand  that  I  am  Sir  Launcelot 
Greaves,  of  the  county  of  York,  baronet ; 
and  that  my  nearest  relation  is  Sir  Reginald 
Meadows,  of  Cheshire,  the  eldest  son  of  my 
mother's  sister — that  gentleman,  I  am  sure, 
had  no  concern  in  seducing  me  by  false  pre- 
tences under  the  clouds  of  night  into  the 
fields,  where  I  was  surprised,  overpowered, 
and  kidnapped  by  armed  ruffians.  Had  lie 
really  believed  me  insane,  he  would  have 
proceeded  according  to  the  dictates  of  hon- 
our, humanity,  and  the  laws  of  his  country. 
Situated  as  I  am,  I  liave  a  right,  by  making 
application  to  the  lord  chancellor,  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury  of  honest  men.  But  of  that  right 
1  cannot  avail  myself,  while  I  remain  at  the 
mercy  of  a  brutal  miscreant,  in  whose  house 
I  am  inclosed,  unless  you  contribute  your 
assistance.  Your  assistance,  therefore,  I  de- 
mand, as  you  are  a  gentleman,  a  christian, 
and  a  fellow-subject,  who,  though  every  other 
aotive  should  bo  overlooked,  ought  to  in- 


tercst  himself  in  rny  case  as  >  common  con- 
cern, and  concur  with  nil  your  power  to- 
wards the  punishment  of  those  who  dare 
commit  such  outrages  against  the  liberty  of 
your  country." 

The  doctor  seemed  to  be  a  little  discon- 
certed ;  but,  after  some  recoUec'.ion,  resumed 
his  air  of  sufficiency  and  importance,  and 
assured  our  adventurer  he  would  do  him  all 
the  service  in  his  power;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  advised  him  to  take  the  potion  he  had 
prescribed. 

The  knight's  eyes  lightning  with  indigna- 
tion,— "  I  am  now  convinced,"  cried  he, 
"that  you  are  an  accomplice  in  the  villainy 
which  has  been  practised  upon  nie  ;  that  you 
are  a  sordid  wretch,  without  principle  or 
feeling,  a  disgrace  to  the  faculty,  and  a  re- 
proach to  human  nature — yes,  sirrah,  you 
are  the  most  perfidious  of  all  assassins — you 
are  the  hireling  minister  of  the  worst  of  all 
villains ;  who,  from  motives  even  baser  than 
malice,  envy  and  revenge,  rob  the  innocent 
of  all  the  comforts  of  life,  brand  them  with 
the  imputation  of  madness,  the  most  cruel 
species  of  slander,  and  wantonly  protract 
their  misery,  by  leaving  them  in  the  most 
shocking  confinement,  a  prey  to  reflections 
infinitely  more  bitter  than  death — but  I  will 
be  calm — do  me  justice  at  your  peril.  I  de- 
mand the  protection  of  the  legislature — if  1 
am  refused — remember  a  day  of  reckoning 
will  come — you  and  the  re.st  ot'the  miscreants 
who  have  combined  against  me,  must,  in 
order  to  cloak  your  treachery,  have  recourse 
to  murder;  an  expedient  which  I  believe  you 
very  capable  of  embracing,  for  a  man  of  my 
rank  and  character  cannot  be  much  longer 
concealed.  Tremble,  caitifl^,  at  the  thoughts 
of  my  release — in  the  mean  time,  begone,  lest 
my  just  resentment  impel  me  to  dash  your 
brains  out  upon  that  marble — away " 

The  honest  doctor  was  not  so  firmly  per- 
suaded of  his  patient's  lunacy  as  to  reject 
his  advice,  which  he  made  what  haste  he 
could  to  follow,  when  an  unexpected  acci- 
dent intervened. 

That  this  may  be  properly  introduced,  we 
must  return  to  the  knight's  brace  of  trusty 
friends,  Captain  Crowe  and  Lawyer  Clarke, 
whom  we  left  in  sorrowful  deliberation  upon 
the  fate  of  their  patron.  Clarke's  genius 
being  raUier  more  fruitful  in  resources  thai! 
that  of  the  seaman,  he  suggested  an  adver- 
tisement, which  was  accordingly  in.serted  in 
the  daily  papers,  importing,  that — "  Whereas 
a  gentleman  of  considerable  i&nk  and  fortune 
had  suddenly  disappeared,  on  such  a  night, 
from  his  house  near  Golden-square,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  letter  delivered  to  him  by  a 
porter ;  and  there  is  great  reason  to  believe 
some  violence  hath  been  offered  to  his  life , 
any  person  capable  of  giving  such  informa- 
tion as  may  tend  to  clear  up  this  dark  trans- 
action, shall,  by  applyin"  to  Mr  Thomaa 
Clarke,  attorney,  at  his  lodgings  in  Uppef 
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Brook-street,  receive  proper  security  for  the 
reward  of  one  hundred  guineas,  to  be  paid 
to  him  upon  his  making  the  d.scovery  re- 
quired." 

The  porter  who  delivered  the  letter,  ap- 
peared accordingly,  but  could  give  no  other 
information,  except  that  it  was  put  into  his 
hand  with  a  shilling,  by  a  man  muffled  up  in 
a  great  coat,  who  stopped  him  for  the  pur- 
pose, in  his  passing  through  Queen-street. 
It  was  necessary  that  the  advertisement 
should  produce  an  effect  upon  another  per- 
son, who  was  no  other  than  Ine  hackney- 
coachman  who  drove  our  hero  to  the  place 
of  his  imprisonment.  This  fellow  had  been 
enjoined  secrecy,  and  indeed  bribed  to  hold 
his  tongue,  by  a  considerable  gratification, 
which,  it  was  supposed,  would  have  been 
effectual,  as  the  man  was  a  master  coachman 
in  good  circumstances,  and  well  known  to 
the  keeper  of  the  mad-house,  by  whom  he 
had  been  employed  on  former  occasions  of 
the  same  nature.  Perhaps  his  fidelity  to  his 
employer,  reinforced  by  the  hope  of  many 
future  jobs  of  that  kind,  might  have  been 
proof  against  the  offer  of  fifty  pounds ;  but 
double  that  sum  was  a  temptation  he  could 
not  resist.  He  no  sooner  read  the  intimation 
in  the  Daily  Advertiser,  over  his  morning's 
pot  at  an  alehouse,  than  he  entered  into 
consultation  with  his  own  thoughts ;  and 
having  no  reason  to  doubt  that  this  was  the 
very  fare  he  had  conveyed,  he  resolved  to 
earn  the  reward,  and  abstain  from  all  such 
adventures  in  time  coming.  He  had  the 
precaution,  however,  to  take  an  attorney 
along  with  him  to  Mr  Clarke,  who  entered 
into  a  conditional  bond,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  uncle,  deposited  the  money,  to 
be  forthcoming  when  the  conditions  should 
be  fulfilled.  These  previous  measures  being 
taken,  the  coachman  declared  what  he  knew, 
and  discovered  the  house  in  w'hich  Sir  Laun- 
celot  had  been  immured.  He  moreover  ac- 
companied our  two  adherents  to  a  judge's 
chamber,  where  he  made  oath  to  the  truth 
(if  his  information  ;  and  a  warrant  was  im- 
mediately granted,  to  search  the  bouse  of 
Bernard  Shackle,  and  set  at  liberty  Sir  Laun- 
celot  Greaves,  if  there  found. 

Fortified  with  this  authority,  they  engaged 
a  constable,  with  a  formidable  posse,  and 
embarking  them  in  coaches,  repaired,  with 
all  possible  expedition,  to  the  house  of  Mr 
Shackle,  who  did  not  think  proper  to  dispute 
their  claim,  and  admitted  them,  though  not 
witho'jt  betraying  evident  symptoms  of  con- 
sternation. One  of  the  servants  directing 
them,  by  his  master's  order,  to  Sir  Launce- 
lot's  apartment,  they  hurried  up  stairs  in  a 
body,  occasioning  such  a  noise,  as  did  not 
fail  to  alarm  the  physician,  who  had  just 
opened  the  deor  to  retire,  when  he  perceived 
I  heir  irruption.  Captain  Crowe,  conjecturing 
lie  was  g'lilty,  from  the  confusion  that  ap- 
t»*3ared  in  his  countenance,  made  no  scrunle 


of  seizing  him  by  the  collar,  as  he  endea- 
voured to  retreat ;  while  the  tender-hearted 
Tom  Clarke,  running  up  to  the  knight,  with 
his  eyes  brimfid  of  joy  and  affection,  forgot 
all  the  forms  of  distant  respect,  and,  throw- 
ing his  arms  around  his  neck,  blubbered  in 
his  bosom. 

Our  hero  did  not  receive  this  proof  of  his 
attachment  unmoved.  He  strained  him  in 
his  embrace,  honoured  him  with  the  title  of 
his  deliverer,  and  asked  him  by  what  mira- 
cle he  had  discovered  the  place  of  his  con- 
finement. The  lawyer  began  to  unfold  the 
various  steps  he  had  taken  with  equal  mi- 
nuteness and  self-complacency,  when  Crowe, 
dragging  the  doctor  still  by  the  collar,  shook 
his  old  friend  by  the  hand,  protesting  he  was 
never  so  overjoyed  since  he  got  clear  of  a 
Sallee  rover  on  the  coast  of  Barbary ;  and 
that  two  glasses  ago  he  would  have  started 
all  the  money  he  had  in  the  world  in  the  hold 
of  any  man  who  would  have  shown  Sir 
I^auncelot  safe  at  his  moorings.  The  knight, 
having  made  a  proper  return  to  this  sincere 
manifestation  of  good  will,  desired  him  to 
dismiss  that  worthless  fellow,  meaning  the 
doctor,  who,  finding  himself  released,  with- 
drew with  some  precipitation. 

Then  our  adventurer,  attended  by  his 
friends,  walked  with  a  deliberate  pace  to  the 
outward  gate,  which  he  found  open,  and 
getting  into  one  of  the  coaches,  was  enter- 
tained by  the  way  to  his  own  house,  with  a 
detail  of  every  measure  which  had  been  pur- 
sued for  his  release. 

In  his  own  parlour  he  found  Mrs  Dolly 
Cowslip,  who  had  been  waiting  with  great 
fear  and  impatience  for  the  issue  of  Mr 
Clarke's  adventure.  She  now  fell  upon  her 
knees,  and  bathed  the  knight's  hands  with 
tears  of  joy :  while  the  face  of  this  young 
woman,  recalling  the  idea  of  her  mistress, 
roused  his  heart  to  strong  emotions,  and  sti- 
mulated his  mind  to  the  immediate  achieve- 
ment he  had  already  planned.  As  for  Mr 
Crabshaw,  he  was  not  the  last  to  signify  his 
satisfaction  at  his  master's  return.  After 
having  kissed  the  hem  of  his  garment,  he 
retired  to  the  stable,  where  he  communicated 
these  tidings  to  his  friend  Gilbert,  whom  he 
saddled  and  bridled ;  the  same  office  he  per- 
formed for  Bronzomarte ;  then  putting  on 
his  squire-like  attire  and  accoutrements,  he 
mounted  one,  and  led  the  other  to  tha 
knight's  door,  before  which  he  "paraded,  ut. 
tering,  from  time  to  time,  repeated  shouts, 
to  the  no  small  entertainment  of  the  popu- 
lace,  until  he  received  orders  to  house  his 
companions.  Thus  commanded,  he  led  them 
back  to  their  stalls,  resumed  his  livery,  and 
rejoined  his  fellow-servants,  who  were  re- 
solved to  celebrate  the  day  with  banquets 
and  rejoicings. 

Their  master's  heart  was  not  sufficiently 
at  ease  to  share  in  their  festivity.  He  held 
a  consultation  with  his  friends  in  the  parhmr 
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trliom  ho  acquainted  with  the  reasons  he 
had  to  believe  Miss  Darnel  was  confined  in 
the  same  liouse  which  had  been  his  prison  ; 
a  circumstance  which  filled  them  with  equal 
pleasure  and  astonishment.  Dolly,  in  par- 
ticular,  weeping  plentifully,  conjured  him  to 
deliver  her  dear  lady  without  delay.  Nothing 
now  remained  but  to  concert  the  plan  for 
her  deliverance.  As  Aurelia  had  inft)rmed 
Dolly  of  her  connexion  with  Mrs  Kawdle,  at 
whose  house  she  proposed  to  lodge,  before 
she  was  overtaken  on  the  road  by  her  uncle, 
this  particular  was  now  imparted  to  the  coun- 
cil, and  struck  a  light  which  seemed  to  point 
out  the  direct  way  to  Miss  Darnel's  enlarge- 
ment. 

Our  hero,  accompanied  by  Mrs  Cowslip 
and  Tom  Clarke,  set  out  immediately  for  the 
house  of  Dr  Kawdle,  who  happened  to  be 
abroad,  but  his  wife  received  them  with  great 
courtesy.  She  was  a  well-bred,  sensible, 
genteel  woman,  and  strongly  attached  to 
Aurelia,  by  the  ties  of  affection,  as  well  as  of 
consanguinity.  She  no  sooner  learned  the 
eituation  of  her  cousin,  than  she  expressed 
the  most  impatient  concern  for  her  being  set 
at  liberty,  and  assured  Sir  Launcelot,  she 
would  concur  in  any  scheme  he  should  pro- 
pose for  that  purpose.  There  was  no  room 
for  hesitation  or  choice ;  he  attended  her 
jnmcdiately  to  the  judge,  who,  upon  proper 
application,  issued  another  search-warrant 
for  Aurelia  Darnel.  The  constable  and  his 
posse  were  again  retained,  and  Sir  Launcelot 
Greaves  once  more  crossed  the  threshold  of 
Mr  Bernard  Shackle.  Nor  was  the  search- 
warrant  the  only  implement  of  justice  with 
which  he  had  furnished  himself  for  his  visit, 
fn  going  thither,  they  agreed  upon  the  me- 
diod  in  which  they  should  introduce  them- 
selves gradually  to  Miss  Darnel,  that  her 
tender  nature  might  not  be  too  much  shocked 
by  their  sudden  appearance.    ■ 

When  they  arrived  at  the  house,  therefore, 
and  produced  their  credentials,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  a  female  attendant  was  di- 
rected to  show  the  lady's  apartment,  Mrs 
Dolly  first  entered  the  chamber  of  the  ac- 
complished Aurelia,  who,  lifting  up  her  eyes, 
screamed  aloud,  and  flew  into  the  arms  of 
her  faithful  Cowslip.  Some  minutes  elapsed 
before  Dolly  could  make  shift  to  exclaim, — 
"am  coom  to  live  and  daai  with  my  beloved 
leady  !"  "  Dear  Dolly  !"  cried  her  mistress, 
•I  cannot  express  the  pleasure  I  have  in 
seeing  you  again — good  Heaven!  what  soli- 
tary hours  of  keen  affliction  have  I  passed 
since  we  parted  ! — but,  tell  me,  how  did  you 
discover  the  place  of  my  retreat  ? — has  my 
uncle  relented? — do  I  owe  your  coming  to 
his  indulgence'?" 

Dolly  answered  in  the  negative ;  and,  by 
degrees  gave  her  to  understand,  that  lier 
cous'n,  Mrs  Kawdle  was  in  the  next  room: 
that  lady  immediately  appeared,  and  a  very 
tender  scene  of  recognition  passed  between 
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the  two  rel-otions.  It  was  she,  who,  in  the 
course  of  conversation,  perceiving  tliat  Au- 
rclia  was  perfectly  composed,  declared  tho 
happy  tidings  of  her  approaching  deliverance 
When  the  other  eagerly  insisted  upon  know- 
ing to  whose  humanity  and  address  she  was 
indebted  for  this  hapjjy  turn  of  fortune,  her 
cousin  declared  the  obligation  was  due  to  a 
young  gentleman  of  Yorkshire,  called  Sit 
Launcelot  Greaves.  At  mention  of  that 
name,  her  face  was  overspread  with  a  crim- 
sou  glow,  and  her  eyes  beamed  redoubled 
s|)lendour. — '*  Cousin,"  said  she,  with  a  sigh, 
"  I  know  not  what  to  say — that  goiitleinan — 
Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  was  surely  born — 
Lord  bless  me  !  I  tell  you  cousin,  he  has 
been  my  guardian  angel." 

Mrs  Kawdle,  who  had  maintained  a  corres- 
pondence with  her  by  letters,  was  no  stran- 
ger to   the   former  part  of  tho   connection 
subsisting  between  those  two  lovers,  and  had 
always  favoured  the  pretensions  of  our  hero, 
without  being  acquainted  with  his  person. 
She  now  observed,  with  a  smile,  that  as  Au- 
relia esteemed  the  knight  her  guardian  angel, 
and  he  adored  her  as  a  demi-deity,  nature 
seemed  to  have  intended  them  for  each  other  i 
for  such  sublime   ideas   exalted   them    both 
above  the  sphere  of  ordinary  mortals.     She 
then  ventured  to  intimate  that  he  was  in  the 
house,  impatient  to  pay  his  respects  in  per- 
son.    At  this  declaration  the  colour  vanished 
from  her  cheeks,  which,  however,  soon  un- 
derwent a  total  suffusion.    Her  heart  panted, 
her  bosom  heaved,  and  her  gentle  frame  was 
agitated   by  transports   rather  violent    than 
unpleasing.     She  soon,  however,  recollected 
herself,  and  her  native  serenity  returned ; 
when,   rising  from   her   scat,   she    declared 
she  would  see  him  in  the  next  apartment, 
where  he  stood  in  the  most  tumultuous  sus- 
pense, waiting  for  permission  to  approach 
her  person.     Here  she  broke  in  upon   him, 
arrayed  in  an    elegant  white   undress,   the 
emblem    of  her  purity,   beaming  forth    the 
emanations  of  amazing  beauty,  warmed  and 
improved  with  a  glow  of  gratitude  and  affec- 
tion.    His  heart  was  too  big  for  utterance; 
1m3  ran  towards  her  with  rapture,  and  throw- 
ing himself  at  her  feet,   imprinted  a  most 
respectful  kiss  on  her  lily  liand.      "This, 
divine  Aurelia,"  cried  he,  ♦♦  is  a  foretaste  of 
that  ineffable  bliss  which  you  was  born  to 
bestow ! — Do  I  then  live  to  see  you  smile 
again!  to  see  you  restored  to  liberty,  your 
mind  at  ease,  and  your  health  unimpaired?" 
"You  have  lived,"   said  she,   "to  see  my 
obligations  to  Sir  Launcelot  Grca\es  accu- 
mulated  in  such  a  manner,  that  a  whole  life 
spent  in  acknowledgement,  will  scarce  suffice 
to  demonstrate  a  due  senstfof  his  goodness." 
"  You  greatly  overrate  my  services,  whicli 
have  been  rather  the  duties  of  common  hu- 
manity, than  the  efforts  of  a  generous  pas? 
ion,  too  noble  to   be  thus  evinced; — ^but  le* 
not  my  unseasonable  transports  detain  vou  e 
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moment  lono^er  on  th.s  detested  scene — give 
me  leave  to  hand  you  into  the  coach,  and 
sommit  yon  to  to  the  care  of  this  good  lady, 
attended  by  this  honest  young  gentleman, 
who  is  my  particular  friend."  So  saying, 
he  presented  Mr  Thomas  Clarke,  who  had 
the  honour  to  salute  the  fair  hand  of  the  ever 
amiable  Aurclia. 

The  ladies  being  safely  coached  under  the 
escort  of  tlie  lawyer,  Sir  Launcclot  assured 
them  he  should  wait  on  them  in  the  evening 
at  the  house  of  Dr  Kawdle,  whither  they  im- 
mediately directed  their  course.  Our  hero, 
who  remained  with  the  constable  and  his 
gang,  inquired  for  Mr  Bernard  Shackle,  upon 
whose  person  he  intended  to  serve  a  writ  of 
conspiracy,  over  and  above  a  prosecution  for 
robbery,  in  consequence  of  his  having  disen- 
cumbered the  knight  of  his  money  and  other 
effects,  on  the  first  night  of  his  confinement. 
Mr  Shackle  had  discretion  enough  to  avoid 
this  encounter,  and  even  to  anticipate  the 
indictment  for  felony,  by  directing  one  of  his 
servants  to  restore  the  cash  and  papers, 
which  our  adventurer  accordingly  received 
before  lie  quitted  the  house. 

In  the  prosecTi^ion  of  hi?  search  after 
Shackle,  he  chanced  to  enter  the  chamber 
of  the  bard,  whom  he  found  in  dishabille, 
writing  at  a  table,  with  a  bandage  over  one 
eye,  and  his  head  covered  with  a  night-cap 
of  baize.  The  knight,  having  made  an  apo- 
logy for  this  intrusion,  desired  to  know  if  he 
could  be  of  any  service  to  Mr  Distich,  as  he 
was  now  at  liberty  to  use  the  little  influence 
he  had  for  the  relief  of  his  fellow-sufierers. 
The  poet  having  eyed  him  for  some  time 
askance,  "  I  told  you,"  said  he,  "your  stay 
in  this  place  would  be  of  short  duration.  I 
have  sustained  a  small  disaster  on  my  left 
eye,  from  the  hands  of  a  rascally  cordwainer, 
who  pretends  to  believe  himself  the  king  of 
Prussia,  and  I  am  now  in  the  very  act  of 
galling  his  majesty  with  keen  iambics.  If 
you  can  help  me  to  a  roll  of  tobacco  and  a 
bottle  of  geneva,  so  ; — if  you  are  not  so  in- 
clined, your  humble  servant,  I  shall  share  in 
the  joy  of  your  deliverance." 

The  knirrht  declined  gratifying  him  in 
these  particulars,  which  he  apprehended 
might  be  prejudicial  to  his  health,  but  ofiered 
his  assistance  in  redressing  his  grievances, 
provided  he  laboured  under  any  cruel  treat- 
ment or  inconvenience.  "  I  comprehend  the 
full  extent  of  your  generosity,"  replied  the 
satirist ;  "  you  are  willing  to  assist  me  in 
every  thing,  except  the  only  circumstance  in 
which  assistance  is  required — God  b'v/'yc — 
if  you  see  Ben  Bullock,  tell  him  I  wish  he 
would  not  dedicate  any  more  of  his  works  to 
me.  Damn  the  ^bllow,  he  has  clianged  his 
note,  and  begins  to  snivel.  For  my  part,  I 
Ktick  to  my  former  maxim,  defy  all  the  world, 
and  will  die  hard,  even  if  death  should  he 
Dreceded  by  damnation." 

The  knight,  finding  him  incorrigible,  left 


him  to  the  slender  chance  of  be.ng  one  day 
comforted  by  the  dram-bottle  ;  but  resolved, 
if  possible,  to  set  on  foot  an  accurate  inquiry 
into  the  economy  and  transactions  of  this  pri- 
vate inquisition,  that  ample  justice  might  be 
done  in  favour  of  every  injured  individual 
confined  within  its  w^alls. 

In  the  afternoon  he  did  not  fail  tc  visit  his 
Aurelia  ;  and  all  the  protestations  of  their 
mutual  passion  were  once  more  interchanged. 
He  now  produced  the  letter  which  had  caused 
such  fatal  disquiet  in  his  bosom  ;  and  Miss 
Darnel  no  sooner  eyed  the  paper,  than  she 
recollected  it  was  a  formal  dismission,  which 
she  had  intended  and  directed  for  Mr  Sj'ca- 
more.  Tiiis  the  uncle  had  intercepted,  and 
cunningly  inclosed  in  another  cover,  address- 
ed to  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  who  was  now 
astonished  beyond  measure  to  see  the  mys- 
tery so  easily  unfolded.  The  .joy  that  now 
diflused  itself  in  the  hearts  of  our  lovers  is 
more  easily  conceived  than  described  ;  but, 
in  order  to  give  a  stability  to  this  mutual 
satiiifaction,  it  was  necessary  that  Aurelia 
should  be  secured  from  the  tyranny  of  her 
uncle,  whose  power  of  guardianship  would 
not  otherwise  expire  for  some  montiis. 

Dr  Kawdle  and  his  lady  having  entered 
into  their  deliberations  on  this  subject,  it 
was  agreed  that  Miss  Darnel  should  have  re- 
course to  the  protection  of  the  lord  chance!- 
lor;  but  such  application  was  rendered  un- 
necessary by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  John 
Clump,  v.'ith  the  following  letter  to  Mrs 
Ka'vdle  from  the  steward  of  Anthony  Dar- 
nel, dated  at  Aurelia's  house  in  the  country : 

"  Madam, 

"  It  has  pleased  God  to  afRict  Mr  Darnel 
with  a  severe  stroke  of  the  dead  palsy.  He 
was  taken  ill  yesterday,  and  now  lies  in- 
sensible, seemingly  at  the  point  of  death. 
Among  the  papers  in  his  pocket  I  found  the 
inclosed,  by  which  it  appeared  that  my 
honoured  young  lady.  Miss  Darnel,  is  con- 
fined in  a  private  madhouse.  I  am  afraid 
Mr  Darnel's  fate  is  a  just  judgment  of  God 
upon  him  for  his  cruelty  to  that  excellent 
person.  I  need  not  exhort  you,  madam,  to 
take,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this, 
such  measures  as  will  be  necessary  for  the 
enlargement  of  my  poor  young  lady.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  shall  do  the  needful  for  the 
preservation  of  her  property  in  this  place, 
and  send  you  an  account  of  any  further  alter- 
ation that  may  happen  ;  being  very  respect- 
fully, madam,  your  most  obediert  humble 
servant,  Ralph  Mattocks." 

Clump  had  posted  up  to  London  wdth  this 
intimation  on  the  wings  of  love,  and  being 
covered  with  clay  from  the  heels  to  the  eyea 
upwards,  he  ajipearcd  in  such  an  unfavour. 
able  light  at  Dr  Kawdle's  door,  that  the 
footman  refused  him  admittance.  Ncvei- 
theless,  he  T)ushed  him  aside,  and  fought  his 
way  up  stairs  into  the  dining-room,  where 
the  company  was  not  a  little  astonished  tJ 
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Buch  an  apparition.  The  fellow  himself  was 
no  less  amazed  at  secinrr  Aiireiia  and  his 
<i\vn  sweetiieurt  iMrs  Dolly  Cowslip.  lie 
forthwith  tell  upon  his  knees,  and  in  silence 
held  out  the  letter,  which  was  taken  by  the 
doctor,  and  presented  to  his  wife,  according 
to  the  direction.  She  did  not  fail  to  com- 
municate the  contents,  which  were  far  from 
being  unwelcome  to  the  individuals  who 
composed  this  little  society.  Mr  Clump 
was  honoured  with  the  approbation  of  his 
young  lady,  who  cominonded  him  for  his 
zeal  and  expedition  :  bestowed  upon  him  a 
handsome  gratuity  in  the  mean  time,  and  de- 
sired to  sec  him  again  when  he  should  bo 
properly  refreshed  at\er  the  fatigue  he  had 
undergone. 

^Ir  Thomas  Clarke  being  consulted  on  this 
occasion,  gave  it  as  his  opuiion,  that  Miss 
Darnel  should,  without  delay,  choose  an- 
other guardian  for  the  few  months  that  re- 
maincd  of  iier  minority.  The  opinion  was 
confirmed  by  the  advice  of  some  eminent 
lawyers,  to  whom  immediate  recourse  was 
had  ;  and  Dr  Kawdle  being  the  person  pitch- 
ed upon  for  that  office,  the  necessary  forms 
were  executed  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

The  first  use  the  doctor  made  of  his  guar- 
dianship, was  to  sign  a  power,  constituting 
Mr  Ralph   Mattocks  his  attorney  pro  tem- 

fiore,  for  intinaging  the  estate  of  Miss  Aure- 
ia  Darnel ;  and  this  was  forwarded  to  the 
steward  by  the  hands  of  Clump,  who  set  out 
with  it  for  the  seat  of  Darnel-hill,  though 
not  without  a  heavy  heart,  occasioned  by 
some  intimation  he  had  received  concerning 
the  connection  between  his  dear  Dolly  and 
Mr  Clarke  the  lawyer. 


CHAPTER  THE  LAST. 

Which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be,  on  more  ac- 
counts than  one,  agreeable  to  the  reader. 

Sir  Launcelot,  having  vindicated  the  li- 
berty, confirmed  the  safety,  and  secured  the 
heart  of  his  charming  Aurelia,  now  found 
leisure  to  unravel  the  conspiracy  which  had 
been  executed  against  his  person;  and  with 
that  view  commenced  a  law-suit  against  tiie 
owner  of  the  house  where  he  and  his  mis- 
tress had  been  separately  confined.  Mr 
Shackle  was,  notwithstanding  all  the  sub- 
missions and  atonement  which  he  offered  to 
.-nake,  either  in  private  or  in  public,  indicted 
on  the  statute  of  kidnapping,  tried,  convict- 
ed, punished  by  a  severe  fine,  and  standing 
in  the  pillory.  A  judicial  writ  ad  inquiren- 
dum being  executed,  the  prisons  of  his  in- 
cpiisition  were  laid  open,  and  several  inno- 
cent captives  enlarged. 

In  the  conr.'-e  of  Shackle's  trial,  it  appear- 
ed that  the  knight's  confinement  was  a 
Bcheme  executed  by  his  rival  Mr  Sycamore, 
according  to   the   device  of  his  counsellor 


Dawdle,  who,  by  this  contrivance,  had  re- 
conciled himself  to  his  patron,  after  liav.ng 
deserted  him  in  the  dav  of  battle.  Our  hero 
was  so  incensed  at  this  discovery  of  Syca- 
more's treachery  and  ingratitude,  that  he 
v/ent  in  quest  of  him  immediately,  to  take 
vengeance  on  his  person,  accompanied  by 
Captain  Crowe,  who  wanted  to  balance  ac- 
counts with  Mr  Dawdle.  IJut  those  gcMi- 
tlcinen  had  wisely  avoided  tiie  impending 
storm,  by  retiring  to  the  continent,  on  pre- 
tence of  travelling  for  improvement. 

Sir  Launcelot  was  not  now  so  much  of  a 
knight-errant  as  to  leave  Aurelia  to  the  care 
of  Providence,  and  pursue  the  traitors  to  the 
farthest  extreiiiities  of  the  earth.  He  prac- 
tised a  much  more  easy,  certain,  and  eifec- 
tual  method  of  revenge,  by  instituting  a  pro- 
cess against  them,  which,  after  writs  of 
capias,  alias,  et  jdnries,  had  been  repeated, 
subjected  them  both  to  outlawry.  Mr  Svca- 
more  and  his  friend  being  thus  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  the  law,  by  their  ov/n  neglect, 
would  likewise  have  forfeited  their  goods 
and  chattels  to  the  king,  had  they  not  made 
such  submissions  as  appeased  the  wrath  of 
Sir  Launcelot  and  Captain  Crowe  ;  then  they 
ventured  to  return,  and  by  dint  of  interest 
obtained  a  reversal  of  the  out!av/ry.  But 
this  grace  they  did  not  enjoy  till  long  after  our 
adventurer  was  happily  established  in  life. 

While  the  knight  waited  impatiently  for 
the  expiration  of  Aurelia's  minority,  and  in 
the  mean  time  consoled  himself  with  the 
imperfect  happiness  arising  from  her  conver- 
sation, and  those  indulgences  which  the  most 
unblemished  virtue  could  bestow.  Captain 
Crowe  projected  another  plan  of  vengeance 
against  the  conjuror,  whoso  lying  oracles  had 
cost  him  such  a  world  of  vexation.  The 
truth  is,  the  captain  began  to  be  tired  of 
idleness,  and  undertook  this  adventure  to 
keep  his  hand  in  use.  lie  imparted  his  de- 
sign to  Crabshaw,  who  had  likewise  suffered 
in  spirit  from  the  predictions  of  the  said 
offender,  and  was  extremely  well  disposed 
to  assist  in  punishing  the  false  prophet.  He 
now  took  it  for  granted  that  he  should  not 
he  hanged  for  stealing  a  horse  ;  and  thought 
it  very  hard  to  pay  so  much  money  for  a 
deceitful  prophecy,  wliich,  in  all  likelihood, 
would  never  be  fulfilled. 

Actuated  by  these  motives,  they  set  out 
together  for  the  house  of  coiisultation  ;  but 
they  found  it  shut  up  and  abandoned  ;  and, 
upon  inquiry  in  the  neighbourhood,  learned 
that  the  conjuror  had  moved  his  quarters  that 
verjf  day  on  which  the  captain  had  recourse 
to  his  art.  This  was  actually  the  case :  he 
knew  the  fate  of  Sir  Launcelot  would  soon 
come  to  light,  and  he  did  not  choose  to  wait 
the  consequence.  He  had  other  motives  for 
decamping  :  he  had  run  a  score  at  the  puolic 
house,  which  he  had  no  mind  to  discharge 
and  wanted  to  disengage  himself  from  his 
female  associate,  who  knew  too  much  of  hw 
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aflairs  to  be  kept  at  a  proper  distance.  All ' 
these  purposes  he  had  answered  by  retreat- 
ing softly,  withont  beat  of  drum,  while  liis 
sybil  was  abroad  running  down  prey  for  his 
devouring.  He  had  not,  however,  taken  his 
measures  so  cunningly,  but  that  this  old  hag 
discovered  his  new  lodgings,  and,  in  revenge, 
gave  information  to  the  publican.  Tliis  cre- 
ditor took  out  a  writ  accordingly,  and  the 
bailiff  had  just  secured  his  person  as  Captain 
('rovve  and  Timothy  Crabshaw  chanced  to 
pass  by  the  door  in  their  way  homewards, 
through  an  obscure  street  near  the  Seven 
Dials. 

The  conjuror  having  no  subterfuge  left, 
but  a  great  many  particular  reasons  for  avoid- 
ing an  explanation  with  the  justice,  like  the 
man  between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea,  of 
two  evils  chose  the  lea-st ;  and  beckoning  to 
the  captain,  called  him  by  his  name.  Crowe, 
thus  addt-essed,  re^jlied  with  a  "hilloah!" 
and  looking  towards  the  place  from  whence 
he  was  hailed,  at  once  recognized  the  ne- 
cromancer. Without  further  hesitation  he 
sprang  across  the  street,  and  collaring  Albu- 
mazar,  exclaimed,  "  Aha !  old  boy,  is  the 
wind  in  that  corner  1 — I  thought  we  should 
grapple  one  day — now  will  I  bring  you  up 
by  the  head,  though  all  the  devils  in  hell 
were  Wowing  abaft  the  beam." 

The  bailiff  seeing  his  prisoner  so  roughly 
handled  before,  and  at  the  same  time  assault- 
ed behind  by  Crabshaw,  who  cried,  "  Show 
me  a  liar,  and  I'll  show  you  a  thicf^ — who  is 
to  be  hanged  nowl"  I  say,  the  bailiff,  fear- 
ing he  would  lose  the  benefit  of  his  job,  be- 
gan to  put  on  his  contentious  face,  and,  de- 
claring the  doctor  was  his  prisoner,  swore 
he  could  not  surrender  him  without  a  war- 
rant from  tiie  lord-chief-justice.  The  whole 
group  adjourning  into  the  parlour,  the  con- 
juror desired  to  know  of  Crowe  whether 
Sir  Launcelot  was  found.  Being  answered, 
"  Ey,  ey,  safe  enough  to  see  you  made  fast 
in  the  bilboes,  brother;"  he  told  the  captain 
he  had  something  of  consequence  to  commu- 
nicate for  his  advantage  ;  and  proposed  that 
Crowe  and  Crabshaw  siiould  bail  tiie  action, 
which  lay  only  for  a  debt  of  three  pounds. 

Crowe  stormed  and  Crabshaw  grinned  at 
this  modest  proposal ;  but  when  they  under- 
stood that  they  could  only  be  bound  for  his 
appearance,  and  reflected  that  they  need  not 
part  with  him  until  his  body  should  be  sur- 
rendered unto  justice,  they  consented  to  give 
bail  ;  and  the  bond  being  executed,  conveyed 
him  directly  to  the  house  of  our  adventurer. 

The  boisterous  Crowe  introduced  hinj  to 
Sir  Launcelot  with  such  an  abrupt  uncon- 
nected detail  of  his  offence,  as  tiie  knight 
could  not  understand  without  Timothy's  an- 
notations. These  were  followed  by  some 
questions  put  to  the  conjuror,  who,  laying 
aside  his  black  gown,  and  plucking  off  his 
white  beard,  exhibited,  to  the  astonisiied 
spectators,  the  very  individ  lal  countenance 


of  the  empirical  politician  Ferret,  who  had 
played  our  hero  such  a  slippery  trick  aflef 
the  electioneering  adventu:e. 

"  I  perceive,"  said  he,  "  you  are  preparing 
to  expostulate,  and  upbraid  me  with  having 
giv'.^n  a  false  information  against  you  to  tho 
country  justice.  I  look  upon  mankind  to  be 
in  a  state  of  nature,  a  truth  which  Hobbes  hath 
stumbled  upon  by  accident.  I  think  every 
man  has  a  right  to  avail  himself  of  his  talents, 
even  at  the  expense  of  his  fellow-creatures  ; 
just  as  we  see  the  fish,  and  other  animals 
of  the  creation,  devouring  one  another.  1 
found  the  justice  but  one  degree  removed 
from  idiotism,  and  knowing  that  he  would 
commit  some  blunder  in  the  execution  of  his 
office,  which  would  lay  him  at  your  mercy, 
I  contrived  to  make  his  folly  the  instrument 
of  my  escape — I  was  dismissed  without  be- 
ing obliged  to  sign  the  information  1  had 
given ;  and  you  took  ample  vengeance  foi 
his  tyranny  and  impertinence.  I  came  to 
London,  where  my  circumstances  obliged 
me  to  live  in  disguise.  In  the  character  of 
a  conjuror  I  was  consulted  by  your  follower 
Crowe,  and  your  squire  Crabshaw.  I  did 
little  or  nothing  but  echo  back  the  intelli- 
gence they  brought  me,  except  prognosti- 
cating that  Crabshaw  would  be  hanged  ;  a 
prediction  to  which  I  found  myself  so  irre- 
sistibly impelled,  that  I  am  persuaded  it  was 
the  real  effect  of  inspiration.  I  am  now 
arrested  for  a  paltry  sum  of  money,  and, 
moreover,  liable  to  be  sent  to  Bridewell  as 
an  im poster — let  those  answer  for  my  con 
duct  whose  cruelty  and  insolence  have  dri 
ven  me  to  the  necessity  of  using  such  sub 
terfuges — I  have  been  oppressed  and  perse 
cuted  by  the  government  for  speaking  truth— 
your  omnipotent  laws  have  reconciled  con- 
tradictions. That  which  is  acknowledged 
to  be  truth  in  fact,  is  construed  falsehood  in 
law  ;  and  great  reason  we  have  to  boast  of  a 
constitution  founded  on  the  basis  of  absur- 
dity. But,  waving  these  remarks,  I  own  I 
am  unwilling  to  be  either  imprisoned  for 
debt,  or  punished  for  imposture — I  know 
how  far  to  depend  upon  generosity,  and  what 
is  called  benevolence :  words  to  amuse  the 
weak-minded — I  build  upon  a  surer  bottom — 
I  will  bargain  for  your  assistance — it  is  in 
my  power  to  put  twelve  thousand  pounds  in 
the  pocket  of  Samuel  Crowe,  that  there  sea- 
ruffian,  who  by  his  good  will  would  hang  me 
to  the  yard's  arm — " 

There  he  was  interrupted  by  the  seaman. 
"  Damn  your  rat's  eyes  !  none  of  your — 
hang  thee  !  fish  my  topmasts  !  if  the  rope 
was  fairly  reeved,  and  the  tackle  sound,  d'e 
see — "  Mr  Clarke,  who  was  present,  began 
to  stare,  while  the  knight  assured  Ferret, 
that,  if  he  was  really  able  and  willing  tc 
serve  Captain  Crowe  in  any  thing  essential, 
he  should  be  amply  rewarded.  In  the  mean 
time  he  discharged  the  debt,  and  assigned 
him  an  a])artment  in  his  own  house.     That 
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Eame  day  Crowe,  by  the  advice  of  Sir  Laun- 
;cl()t  and  liis  iiopliow,  entered  into  condi- 
tional articles  with  tiie  cynic,  to  allow  iiirn 
the  interest  of  filleen  Iiundrcd  pounds  for 
life,  provided  by  Iiis  means  the  captain  should 
obtain  possession  of  the  estate  of  Hobby-hole 
in  Yorlishire,  which  had  belonged  to  his 
grandfather,  and  of  wliich  he  was  lieir  of 
blood. 

This  bond  being  executed,  Mr  Ferret  dis- 
covered that  lie  himself  was  the  lawful  iuis- 
band  of  Bridge*  Maple,  aunt  to  Samuel 
Crowe,  by  a  clandestine  marriage ;  which, 
however,  he  convinced  them  he  could  prove 
by  undeniable  evidence.  This  being  the  case, 
pile,  the  said  Bridget  Maple,  alias  Ferret, 
was  a  covert  fcmme,  consequently  could 
not  transact  any  deed  of  alienation  without 
his  concurrence ;  ergo,  tho  docldng  of  the 
entail  of  the  estate  of  Ilobby-hole  was  illegal 
and  of  none  eficct.  This  was  a  very  agree- 
able declaration  to  the  wliole  company,°who 
did  not  fail  to  congratulate  Captain  Crowe 
on  the  prospect  of  liis  being  restored  to  his 
inheritance.  Tom  Clarke  in  particular  pro- 
tested, with  tears  in  liis  eyes,  that  it  gave 
him  unspeakable  joy ;  and  his  tears  trickled 
the  faster,  when  Crowe,  with  an  arch  look, 
eignified  that  now  he  was  pretty  well  vic- 
tualled for  life,  he  had  some  thoughts  of  em- 
barking on  tlio  voyage  of  matrimony. 

But  that  point  of  happiness  to  wliich,  as 
the  north  pole,  tiio  course  of  these  adven- 
tures had  been  invariably  directed,  was  still 
unattained  ;  we  mean,  the  indissoluble  union 
of  the  accomplished  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves 
and  the  enchanting  Miss  Darnel.     Our  hero 
now  discovered  in   his  mistress  a  thousand 
charms,  which   liithci:to  he  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  contemplate.     Ho  found  her  beauty 
excelled  by  her  good  sense,   and  her  virtue 
superior  to  both.     He  found  her  untainted  by 
that  giddiness,  vanity,  and  affectation,  which 
distinguish  the  flishionable   females   of  the 
present  age  ;  he  found  her  uninfected  by  the 
rage  for  diversion  and  dissipation  ;  for  noise, 
tumult,  gewgaws,  glitter  and  extravagaiice  : 
he  found  her  not  only  raised  by  understand- 
ing and  taste  far  above  the  amusement  of 
little  vulgar  minds,  but  even  exalted  by  un- 
common genius  and  refined  reflection,  so  as 
to  relish  the  more  sublime  enjoyments  of  ra- 
tional pleasure  ;    he  found  her  possessed  of 
that  vigour  of  mind  which   constitutes   true 
fo^itude,  and  vindicates  tiie  empire  of  reason ; 
he  found  her  heart  incapable  of  disguise   or 
dissimulation  ;    frank,  generous,  and  open  ; 
susceptible  of  tho  most  tender  impressions  • 
glowing  with  a  keen  sense  of  honour,  and 
melting   with    humanity.      A  youth  of  his 
Bensibility  could  not  fail  of  being  deeply  af- 
fected by  su:h  attrantions.     The   nearer  he 
approached   the    centre    of   happines^^    the 
mors  did  the  velocity  of  his  passion  increase. 
Her  uncle  still  remained  insensible  as  it  were 
Vi  the  arms  of  death.     Time  seemed  to  lin- 
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ger  in  its  lapse,  till  the  knight  was  inflamod 
to  the  most  eager  degree  of'impaticnce.  He 
communicated  his  distress  to  Aurclia;  l;i? 
pressed  Iier  v.-itli  the  most  pathetic  remoii- 
strances  to  abridge  tlio  torture  of  his  su:3- 
pense.  He  interested  Mrs  Kawdlc  in  ):i* 
belialf,  and  at  length  his  importunity  sue 
coedcd.  The  banns  of  marriage  were  rojj 
ularly  published,  and  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed  in  the  parish  church,  in  the  presence 
of  Dr  Kavvdle  and  his  lady.  Captain  Crowe, 
Lawyer  Clarke,  and  JMrs'DolIy  Cowslip. 

The  bride,  instead  of  being  disguised  in 
tawdry  stuffs  of  gold  or  silver,  and  sweating; 
under  a  harness  of  diamonds,   according  tc 
the  elegant  taste  of  the  times,  appeared  in  a 
negligee  of  plain  blue  satin,    without  any 
other  jewels  than  her  eyes,   which  far  out. 
shone   all   that  ever  was    produced   by   the 
mines  of  Golconda,     Her  hair  had  no  othoi 
extraneous  ornament  than  a  small  sprig  of 
artificial  roses  ;  but  the  dignity  of  her°air, 
the  elegance  of  her  shape,  the  sweetness  and 
sensibility  of  her  countenance,  added  to  suck 
warmth   of  colouring,    and   such    exquisita 
symmetry  of  features  as  could   not   be  ex- 
celled  by  human  nature,  attracted  the  eyea 
and    excited    the     admiration    of    all    th< 
beholders.      The    effect    they    produced  ic 
the    heart  of   Sir    Launcelot,  was    such    a 
rapture  as  \vo  cannot  pretend  to  describe 
He  made  his  appearance  on  this  occasion  in 
a  white  coat  and  blue  satin  vest,    both  em- 
broidcred  with  silver  ;  and  all  who  saw  him 
could  not  but  own  that  he  alone  seemed  wor- 
thy to  possess  the  lady  whom  Heaven  had 
destined  fur  liis  consort.      Captain   Crowe, 
had  taken  off  a  blue  suit  of  clothes  strongly 
guarded  with  bars  of  broad  gold  lace,  in  or- 
der to  honour  the  nuptials  of  his  friend  :   ha 
wore  upon  his  head  a  bag-u-ig  a  la  pigeon, 
made  by  an  old  acquaintance  in  Wapping; 
and  to  his  side  he  had  girded  a  huge  plate-hik- 
ed sword,  which  he  had  boughtofa  recruiting; 
Serjeant.     Mr  Clarke   was  dressed  in  ponv' 
padour,   with  gold  buttons  ;   and  his  lovely 
Dolly  in  a  smart  checked  lustring,  a  present 
from  her  mistress. 

The  whole  company  dined,  by  invitation, 
at  the  house  of  Dr  Kavvdle  ;  and  here  it  was 
that  the  most  deserving  lovers  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  attained  to  the  consummation 
of  all  earthly  felicity.  The  captain  and  his 
nephew  had  a  hint  to  retire  in  due  time. 
I\rrs  Kawdlc  conducted  the  amiable  Aurelia, 
trembling,  to  the  marriage  bed  ;  our  hero, 
glowing  with  a  bridegroom's  ardour,  claimed 
the  husband's  privilege.  Hymen  lighted  up 
his  brightest  torch  at  Virtue's  lamp,  and 
every  star  shed  its  happiest  influence  on 
their  heaven-directed  union. 

Instructions  had  been  already  dispatched 
to  prepare  Grcavcsbury-liall  for  the  recep- 
tion of  its  new  mistress  ;  and  for  that  place 
the  new-married  couple  set  out  next  mon. 
ing,  according  to  the  plan  wliich  had  been 
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revioiisly  concerted.  Sir  Launcelot  and 
jady  Greaves,  accompanied  by  Mrs  Kavv- 
dle,  and  attended  by  Dolly,  travelled  in  their 
own  coach,  drawn  by  six  dappled  horses. 
Rr  Kawdle,  with  Captain  Crowe,  occupied 
the  doctor's  post-chariot,  provided  with  four 
bays  ;  Mr  Clarke  had  the  honour  to  bestride 
the  loins  of  Bronzomarte  ;  Mr  Ferret  was 
mounted  upon  an  old  hunter ;  Crabshaw 
stuck  close  to  his  friend  Gilbert ;  and  two 
other  horsemen  completed  the  retinue. 
There  was  not  an  aching  heart  in  the  whole 
cavalcade,  e.xcept  that  of  the  young  lawyer, 
which  was  by  turns  invaded  witli  hot  desires 
and  chilling  scruples.  Though  he  was  fond 
of  Dolly  to  distraction,  his  regard  to  worldly 
reputation,  and  his  attention  to  worldly  in- 
terest, were  continually  raising  up  bars  to 
a  legal  gratification  of  his  love.  His  pride 
was  startled  at  the  thought  of  marrying  the 
daughter  of  a  poor  country  publican  ;  and  he 
moreover  dreaded  the  resentment  of  his 
uncle  Crowe,  should  he  take  any  step  of  this 
nature  without  his  concurrence.  Many  a 
wishful  look  did  he  cast  at  Dolly,  the  tears 
standing  in  his  eyes,  and  many  a  woful  sigh 
did  he  utter. 

Lady  Greaves  immediately  perceived  the 
situation  of  his  heart,  and,  by  questioning 
Mrs  Cowslip,  discovered  a  mutual  passion 
between  these  lovers.  She  consulted  her  dear 
knight  on  the  subject,  and  he  catechised  the 
lav/yer,  who  pleaded  guilty.  Tiie  captain 
being  sounded  as  m  his  opinion,  declared  he 
would  be  steered  in  that,  as  well  as  every 
Dther  cCTcirse  of  life,  by  Sir  Launcelot  and 
his  lady,  whom  he  verily  revered  as  beings 
of  an  order  superior  to  the  ordinary  race  of 
mankind.  This  favourable  response  being 
obtained  from  the  sailor,  our  hero  took  an 
opportunity  on  the  road,  one  day  after  din- 
.ler,  in  presence  of  the  whole  company,  to 
accost  the  lawyer  in  these  words  .• — "  My 
good  friend  Clarke,  I  have  your  happiness 
very  much  at  heart — your  father  was  an 
honest  man,  to  v/hom  my  family  had  mani- 
fold obligations.  I  have  had  these  many 
years  a  personal  regard  for  yourself,  derived 
from  your  own  integrity  of  heart  and  good- 
ness of  disposition — I  see  you  are  affected, 
and  shall  be  brief — Besides  tliis  regard,  I 
am  indebted  to  your  friendship  for  the  liberty 
— what  shall  I  say? — for  the  inestimable 
happiness  1  now  enjoy,  in  possessing  the 
most  excellent — but  I  understand  that  sig- 
nificant glance  of  my  Aurelia — I  will  not 
offend  her  delicacy — the  truth  is,  my  obli- 
gation is  very  great,  and  it  is  time  I  .should 
I'vince  my  gratitude — if  the  stewardship  of 
•iiy  estate  is  worth  your  acceptance,  you  shall 
nave  it  immediately,  together  with  the  house 
and  farm  of  Cockcrlon  in  my  neighbourhood. 
I  know  you  have  a  passion  for  Mrs  Dolly, 
and  believe  she  looks  upon  you  with  the  eyes 
nf  tender  prepossession — don't  blush  Dolly — 
iK'side:'.  your  agreeable  person,  which  all  the 


world  must  approve,  you  can  boast  of  virtue, 
fidelity,  and  friendship.  Your  attacliment  to 
Lady  Greaves  neither  she  nor  I  shall  ever 
forget.  If  you  are  willing  to  unite  your  fate 
with  Mr  Clarke,  your  mistress  gives  me 
leave  to  assure  you  she  will  stock  your  farm 
at  her  own  expense,  and  we  will  celebrate 
the  wedding  at  Greavesbury-hall." 

By  this  time  the  hearts  of  these  grateful 
lovers  had  overflowed.  Dolly  was  sitting 
on  her  knees,  bathing  her  lady's  hand  with 
her  tears  ;  and  Mr  Clarke  appeared  in  the 
same  attitude  by  Sir  Launcelot.  The  uncle, 
almost  as  much  affected  as  the  nephew  by 
the  generosity  of  our  adventurer,  cried  aloud, 
— "  I  pray  God  that  you  and  your  gloriouu 
consort  may  have  smooth  seas  and  gentle 
gales  whithersoever  you  are  bound — as  for 
my  kinsman  Tom,  Tli  give  him  a  thousand 
pounds  to  set  him  liiirly  afloat ;  and  if  he 
prove  not  a  faithful  tender  to  you  his  beiie- 
factor,  I  hope  he  will  founder  in  this  worldj 
and  be  damned  in  that  which  is  to  come." 
Nothing  now  was  wanting  to  the  completion, 
of  their  happiness  but  the  consent  of  Dolly's 
mother  at  the  Black  Lion,  who  they  did  not 
suppose  could  have  any  objection  to  such  an 
advantageous  match  for  her  daughter  ;  but 
in  this  particular  they  were  mistaken. 

In  the  mean  time  they  arrived  at  the  vil- 
lage where  the  knight  had  exercised  the  du- 
ties  of  chivalry,  and  there  he  received  the 
gratulation  of  Mr  Fillet  and  the  attorney 
who  had  offered  to  bail  him  before  Justice 
Gobble.  Mutual  civilities  having  passed, 
they  gave  him  to  understand  that  Gobble  and 
his  wife  were  turned  inethodists.  All  the 
rest  of  the  prisoners  whom  he  had  delivered 
came  to  testify  their  gratitude,  and  were 
hospitably  entertained?  Next  day  they  halt- 
ed at  the  Black  Lion,  where  the  good  woman 
was  overjoyed  to  see  Dolly  so  happily  pre- 
ferred: but  when  Sir  Launcelot  unfolded  the 
proposed  marriage,  she  interrupted  him  v.'ith 
a  scream — "  Christ  Jesus  forbid — marry  and 
amen  ! — match  with  her  own  brother !" 

At  this  exclamation  Dolly  fainted  :  hei 
lover  stood  with  his  ears  erect,  and  hid 
mouth  wide  open  ;  Crowe  stared,  while  the 
knight  and  his  lady  expressed  equal  surprise 
and  concern.  When  Sir  Launcelot  entreated 
Mrs  Cowslip  to  explain  this  mystery,  she 
told  him,  that  about  sixteen  years  ago,  Mr 
Clarke  senior  had  brought  Dolly,  then  an 
infant,  to  her  house,  when  slie  and  her  late 
husband  lived  in  another  part  of  the  coun- 
try :  and  as  she  had  then  been  lately  deliver- 
ed of  a  child  which  did  not  live,  he  hired  her 
as  a  nurse  to  the  little  foundling.  He  owned 
she  was  a  love-begotten  babe,  and  from  timo 
to  time  paid  handsomely  for  the  board  of 
Dolly,  who  he  desired  might  pass  for  her  own 
daughter.  In  his  last  illness,  he  assured  he? 
he  had  taken  care  to  provide  for  the  child, 
but  sine:  his  death  she  had  received  no  ac- 
count of  any  such  provision      She  moreovej 
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jhformed  his  iionour,  that  Mr  Clarke  had 
deposited  in  licr  hands  a  diamond  ring,  and 
a  sealed  paper,  never  V)  be  opened  without 
bis  order,  until  Dolly  siiould  be  demanded  in 
marriage  by  the  man  she  should  like,  and  not 
then,  except  in  the  presence  of  the  clergy- 
man of  the  parish.  "  Send  for  the  clergyman 
this  instant,"  cried  our  hero,  reddening,  and 
fi  iing  his  eyes  on  Dolly,  "  I  hope  all  will 
yet  be  well." 

The  vicar  arriving,  and  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  ce;3e,  the 
landlady  produced  the  paper;  which  being 
opened,  appeared  to  be  an  authentic  certifi- 
cate, that  llie  person  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  Dorothy  Cowslip,  was  in  fact 
Dorothea  Greaves,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Greaves,  Esq.  by  a  young  gentlewoman  who 
nad  been  some  years  deceased. 

"The  remaining  part  of  tlie  mystery  I 
myself  can  unfold,"  exclaimed  tJie  knight, 
while  he  ran  and  embraced  the  astonished 
Dolly  as  his  kinswoman.  "  Jonathan  Greaves 
was  my  uncle,  and  died  before  he  came  of 
age,  so  that  he  could  make  no  settlement  on 
his  child,  the  fruit  of  a  private  amour  found- 
ed on  a  promise  of  marriage,  of  which  this 
ring  was  a  token.  Mr  Clarke,  being  his 
confidant,  disposed  of  the  child,  and  at  length 
finding  his  constitution  decay,  revealed  the 
secret  to  my  father,  who  in  liis  will  bequeath- 
ed one  hundred  pounds  a-year  to  this  agree- 
able foundling  ;  but  as  they  both  died  while 
I  was  abroad,  and  some  of  the  memoran- 
dums touching  this  transaction  probably  were 
mislaid,  I  never  till  now  could  discover 
where  or  how  my  pretty  cousin  wes  situated. 
I  shall  recompense  the  good  woman  for  her 
care  and  fidelity,  and  take  pleasure  in  bring- 
ing this  affair  to  a  happy  issue. 

The  lovers  were  now  overwhelmed  with 
transports  of  joy  and  gratitude,  and  every 
countenance  was  lighted  up  with  satisfac- 
tion. From  this  place  to  the  habitation  of 
Sir  Launcelot  the  bells  were  rung  in  every 
parish,  and  the  corporation  in  their  formali- 
ties congratulated  him  in  every  town  through 
which  he  passed.  About  five  miles  from 
(Jreavesbury-hall  he  was  met  by  above  five 
thousand  persons  of  both  sexes  and  every 
age,  dressed  out  in  their  gayest  apparel, 
headed  by  Mr  Ralph  Mattocks  from  Darnel- 
hill,  and  the  rector  from  the  knight's  own 
parish.     They  were  preceded  by  music  of 


different  kinds,  ranged  under  a  great  variety 
of  flags  and  ensigns ;  and  the  women,  as 
well  as  tlie  men,  bedizened  with  fancy-knots 
and  marriage  favours.  At  the  end  of  tlic 
avenue,  a  select  bevy  of  comely  virgins  array- 
ed in  white,  and  a  separate  band  of  choice 
youths,  distinguished  by  garlands  of  laurel 
and  holly  interweaved,  fell  into  the  process- 
ion, and  sung  in  chorus  a  rustic  cpithala- 
mium  composed  by  the  curate.  At  the  gate 
they  were  received  by  the  venerable  house- 
keeper, Mrs  Oakley,  whose  features  were  so 
brightened  by  the  occasion,  tiiat  with  the 
first  glance  she  made  a  conquest  of  the  heart 
of  Captain  Crowe  :  and  this  connection  was 
improved  afterwards  into  a  legal  conjunc- 
tion. 

Meanwhile  the  house  of  Greavesbury-hall 
and  Darnel-hill  were  set  open  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  all  comers,  and  both  echoed 
with  the  sounds  of  festivity.  After  the  cere- 
mony of  giving  and  receiving  visits  had  been 
performed  by  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  and  his 
lady,  Mr  Clarke  was  honoured  with  the  hand 
of  the  agreeable  Miss  Dolly  Greavea ;  and 
the  captain  was  put  in  possession  of  hia 
paternal  estate.  The  perfect  and  uninter- 
rupted felicity  of  the  knight  and  his  endear- 
ing consort  diffused  itself  through  the  whole 
adjacent  country  as  far  as  their  example  and 
influence  could  extend.  They  were  admired, 
esteemed,  and  applauded,  by  every  person  of 
taste,  sentiment,  and  benevolence ;  at  the 
same  time  beloved,  revered,  and  almost  ador- 
ed, by  the  common  people,  among  vv^hom  they 
suffered  not  the  merciless  hand  of  indigence 
or  misery  to  seize  one  single  sacrifice. 

Ferret  at  first  seemed  to  enjoy  his  easy 
circumstances,  but  the  novelty  of  this  situ- 
ation soon  wore  off,  and  all  his  misanthropy 
returned.  He  could  not  bear  to  see  his  fel- 
low-creatures happy  around  him  ;  and  signi- 
fied his  disgust  to  Sir  Launcelot,  declaring 
his  intention  of  returning  to  the  metropolis, 
where  he  knew  there  would  be  always  food 
sufficient  for  the  ravenous  appetite  of  hia 
spleen.  Before  he  departed,  the  knight  made 
him  partake  of  his  bounty,  though  he  could 
not  make  him  taste  of  his  happiness,  which 
soon  received  a  considerable  addition  in  the 
birth  of  a  son,  destined  to  be  the  heir  and 
representative  of  two  worthy  families,  whose 
mutual  animosity  the  union  of  his  parenti* 
had  so  happily  extinguished. 
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BY  TOBIAS  SMOLLETT,  MD 


TO  MR  HENRY  DA  VIES,  BOOKSELLER  IN  LONDON. 


Abergavenny,  Aug.  4. 

l\r87icTED  Sir, 

1  MA»»:  received  your  esteemed  favour  of 
Oit  ioth  iiltirno,  whereby  it  appeareth,  that  you 
na/fc  perused  those  same  letters,  tlie  wliicli 
were  delivered  unto  you  by  my  friend  the 
Reverend  Mr  Hugo  Bhen ;  and  I  am  pleased 
to  find  you  think  they  may  be  printed  with  a 
Sfood  prospect  of  success:  inasmuch  as  the 
objections  you  mention,  T  humbly  conceive, 
are  such  as  may  be  rc-argued,  if  not  entirely 
removed.  And  first,  in  the  first  place,  as 
touching  what  prosecutions  may  arise  from 
printing  the  private  correspondence  of  per- 
sons still  living,  give  me  leave,  with  all  due 
Bubmission,  to  observe,  tiiat  the  letters  in 
question  were  not  written  and  sent  under 
the  seal  ofsccresy;  tiiat  they  have  no  ten- 
dency to  the  mala  fama  or  prejudice  of  any 
person  whatsoever;  but  ratlier  to  the  infor- 
mation and  edification  of  mankind:  so  that 
it  becometh  a  sort  of  duty  to  promulgate  them 
t«  usit7n  publicum.  Besides,  I  have  con- 
sulted Mr  Davy  Higgins,  an  eminent  attor- 
ney of  this  place,  who,  after  due  inspection 
and  consideration,  dcclareth,  that  lie  doth 
not  think  the  said  letters  contain  any  matter 
which  will  be  held  actionable  in  the  eye  of 
the  law.  Finally,  if  you  and  I  should  come 
to  a  right  understanding,  I  do  declare  in 
verba  sacerdolis,  that,  in  case  of  any  such 
prosecution,  I  will  take  the  whole  upon  my 
own  shoulders,  even  quoad  fine  and  inipri- 
Bonment,  though,  I  must  confess,  I  should 
not  care  to  undergo  flagellation:  Tarn  ad 
turpiludinem  quajn  ad  amaritudinem  poena: 
Bpectans. — Secondly,  concerning  the  perso- 
nal resentment  of  Mr  Justice  Lismahago, 
I  may  say,  7ion  flocci  facio. — I  would  not 
willingly  vilipend  any  christian,  if,  perad- 
venture  he  dcservotjj  that  epithet :  albeit, 
[  am  much  surprised  that  more  care  is  not 
taken   to  e.xclude  from  the  commission  all 


such  vagrant  foreigners,  as  may  be  jiistlj 
suspected  of  disaffection  to  our  happy  con- 
stitution in  ciiurch  and  state. — God  forbid 
that  I  should  be  so  uncharitable,  as  to  affirm 
positively  that  the  said  Lismahago  is  no  bet- 
ter than  a  Jesuit  in  disguise  ;  but  this  I  will 
assert  and  maintain,  talis  viribus,  that, 
from  the  day  he  qualified,  ho  lias  never  been 
once  seen  intra  templi  parietes,  that  is  to 
say,  within  the  parish  church. 

Thirdly,  with  respect  to  what  passed  at 
Mr  Kendal's  table,  when  the  said  Lismahago 
was  so  brutal  in  his  reprehensions,  I  must 
inform  you,  my  good  sir,  that  I  was  obliged 
to  retire,  not  by  fear  arising  from  his  mina- 
tory reproaches,  which,  as  I  said  before,  I 
value  not  a  rush,  but  from  the  sudden  effect 
produced  by  a  barbel's  row,  which  1  had 
eaten  at  dinner,  not  knowing  that  the  said 
row  is  at  certain  seasons  violently  cathartic, 
as  Galen  observeth  in  his  chapter  n^i  ix'^-Ji. 

Fourthly,  and  lastly,  with  reference  to  the 
manner  in  which  I  got  possession  of  the  let- 
ters, it  is  a  circumstance  which  concerns  my 
own  conscience  only :  sufficeth  it  to  say,  I 
have  fully  satisfied  the  parties  in  whose  cus- 
tody they  were  :  and,  by  tiiis  time,  I  hope  I 
have  also  satisfied  you  in  such  ways,  that 
the  last  hand  may  be  put  to  our  agreement, 
and  the  work  proceed  with  all  convenient 
expedition.     In  which  hope  I  rest. 

Respected  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  DUSTVVICH. 

P.S.  I  propose,  Deo  volcnte,  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  the  great  c:ty 
towards  All-hallow-tide,  when  I  shall  be  glad 
to  treat  with  you  concerning  a  parcel  of  MS. 
sermons,  of  a  certain  clergyman  deceased 
a  cake  of  the  ritrht  leaven  fc  the  present 
taste  of  the  public.      Vcrbum  safienti,  4*<" 

J   D. 


TO  THE  REV.  MR  JONATHAN  DUSTVVICH,  AT 


SiR; 

I  RECEiiTED  yours  in  course  of  post,  and 
shall  be  glad  to  treat  with  you  for  the  MS. 
whicli  I  liave  delivered  to  yoii>*  friend  Mr 
Bhen ;  but  can  by  no  means  comply  with 
the  terms  proposed.  Those  things  are  so 
uncertain — writing  is  all  a  lottery. — I  have 
been  a  loser  by  the  works  of  the  greatest 
men  of  the  age. — I  could  mention  particulars, 
and  name  names  ;  but  don't  choose  it. — The 
taste  of  the  town  is  so  changeable.  Then 
tliere  have  been  eo  many  letters  upon  travels 
lately  published. — What  between  Smollett's, 
Sharp's,  Derrick's,  Thickness's,  Baltimore's 
and  Barretti's,  together  with.  Shandy's  Sen- 
timental Travels,  the  public  seems  to  be 
cloyed  with,  that  kind  of  entertainment. — 
Nevertheless,  I  will,  if  you  please,  run  the 
risk  of  printing  and  publishing,  and  you  shall 
have  half  the  profits  of  the  impression. — 
You  need  not  take  the  trouble  to  bring  up 
your  sermons  on  my  account. — Nobody  reads 
serni  !tis  tut  methodists  and  dissenters. — 
Besides,  for  my  own  part,  I  am  quite  a 
stranger  to  that  sort  of  reading  ;  and  the  two 
persons  whose  judgment  I  depended  upon 
in  these  matters,  are  out  of  the  way :  one  is 
gone  abroad,  carpenter  of  a  man  of  war ;  and 
the  other  has  been  silly  enough  to  abscond, 
!n  order  to  avoid  a  prosecution  for  blasphe- 
my.— I'm  a  great  loser  by  his  going  off — he 
has  left  a  manual  of  devotion  half  finished 
in  my  hands,  after  having  received  money 
for  the  whole  copy. — He  was  the  soundest 
divine,  and  had  the  most  orthodo.x  pen  of  all 
my  people  ;  and  I  never  knew  his  judgment 
liiil,  but  in  flying  from  his  bread  and  butter 
u)  this  occasion. 

By  owning  you  was  not  put  in  bodily  fear 
by  Lismahago,  you  preclude  yourself  from 
Liftf  benefit  of  a  good  plea,  over  and  above 
I  ho  advantage  of  binding  him  over.     In  the 


late  war,  I  inserted  in  my  evening  pajuT  ^ 
paragraph  that  came  by  the  post,  leflectiiio 
upon  the  behaviour  of  a  certain  regiment  in 
battle.  An  officer  of  said  regiment  came  to 
my  shop,  and,  in  the  presence  of  my  wife 
and  journeyman,  threatened  to  cut  off  my 
ears. — As  I  e.\hibited  marks  of  bodily  feai 
more  ways  than  one,  to  the  conviction  of  the 
bystanders,  I  bound  him  over;  my  action 
lay,  and  I  recovered.  As  for  flagellation^ 
you  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  nothing  tc 
hope,  on  tJiat  head. — There  has  been  but 
one  printer  flogged  at  the  cart-tail  these 
thirty  years  ;  that  was  Charles  Watson  ;  and 
he  assured  me  it  was  no  more  than  a  flea- 
bite.      C S has  been  threatened 

several  times  by  the  House  of  L ;  but  it 

came  to  nothing.  If  an  information  should 
be  moved  for,  and  granted  against  you  as 
the  editor  of  these  letters,  I  hope  you  will 
have  honesty  and  wit  enough  to  e,pp£*r  and 
take  your  trial. — If  you  should  be  sentenced 
to  the  pillory,  your  fortune  is  made. — As 
times  go,  that's  a  sure  step  to  honour  and 
preferment.  I  shall  think  myself  happy,  if 
I  can  lend  you  a  lift ;  and  am,  very  sincerely, 
Yours, 

HENRY  DA  VIES. 
London,  August  10. 

Please  my  kind  service  to  your  neighbour, 
my  cousin  Madoc. — I  have  sent  an  almanac 
and  court-calendar,  directed  for  him  at  Mr 
Sutton's,  bookseller  in  Gloucester,  carriage 
paid,  which  he  will  please  to  accept  as  a 
small  token  of  my  regard.  My  wife,  who  is 
very  fond  of  toasted  cheese,  presents  her 
compliments  to  him,  and  begs  to  know  if 
there's  any  of  that  kind  which  he  was  so 
good  as  to  send  us  last  Christmas,  to  be 
sold  in  London. 

H.  D 
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To  Doctor  Leavis. 

Doctor, — The  pills  are  good  for  nothing 
— I  might  as  well  swallow  snow-balls  to  cool 
my  reins — I  have  told  you,  over  and  over, 
now  hard  1  am  to  move  ;  and  at  this  time  of 
day,  I  ought  to  know  something  of  my  own 
constitution.  Why  will  you  be  so  positive  I 
Prithee  send  me  another  prescription — I  am 
as  lame,  and  as  much  tortured  in  all  my 
limbs,  as  if  I  was  broke  upon  the  wheel : 
indeed,  I  am  equally  distressed  in  mind  and 
body — as  if  I  had  not  plagues  enough  of  my 
own,  those  children  of  my  sister  are  left  me 
for  a  perpetual  source  of  vexation — what 
jusiness  have  people  to  get  children  to  plague 
their  neighbours?  A  ridiculous  incident  that 
happened  yesterday  to  my  niece  Liddy,  has 
disordered  me  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  ex- 
pect to  be  laid  up  with  another  fit  of  the 
gout.  Perhaps  I  may  explain  myself  in  my 
next.  I  shall  set  out  to-morrow  morning 
for  the  hot-well  at  Bristol,  where  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  stay  longer  than  I  could  wish.  On 
the  receipt  of  this,  send  Williams  thither 
with  my  saddle-horse  and  the  demi-pigiie. 
Tell  Barns  to  thrash  out  the  two  old  ricks, 
and  send  the  corn  to  market,  and  sell  it  off 
to  the  poor  at  a  shilling  a-bushel  under  mar- 
ket price.  I  have  received  a  snivelling  letter 
trom  Griffin,  offering  to  make  a  public  sub- 
mission, and  pay  costs.  I  want  none  of  his 
submissions  ;  neither  will  I  pocket  any  of 
his  money.  The  fellow  is  a  bad  neighbour, 
and  1  desire  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  him  ; 
but  as  he  is  purse-proud,  be  shall  pay  for  his 
insolence  :  let  him  give  five  pounds  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  and  I'll  withdraw  my 
action  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  you  may  tell 
Prig  to  stop  proceedings.  Let  Morgan's 
widow  have  the  Alderhey  cow,  and  forty 
ehillings  to  clothe  her  children  ;  but  don't 
Bay  a  svllabh;  of  the  matter  to  any  living 
euu] — ril  make  her  pay  when  she  is  able. 
5  H*  72 


I  desire  you  will  lock  up  all  my  drawc^a  auQ 
keep  the  keys  till  meeting ;  and  be  sure  you 
lake  the  iron  chest  with  my  papers  into  youf 
own  custody.  Forgive  all  this  trouble  from, 
dear  Lewis,  your  affectionate 

M.  BRAMBLE. 
Gloucester,  April  2. 


To  Mrs  Gwyllim,  Hoi/SEKeeper  at 
Brambleton-Hall. 

Mrs  Gwyllim, — When  this  comes  to 
hand, be  sure  to  pack  up  in  the  trunk  male  that 
stands  in  my  closet,  to  be  sent  me  in  the  Bris 
to!  wagon,  without  lose  of  time,  the  following 
articles  :  viz.  my  rose-collard  neglejay,  with 
green  robins,  my  yellow  damask,  and  my 
black  velvet  suit,  with  the  short  hoop ;  my 
bloo  quilted  petticoat,  my  green  manteel,  my 
laced  apron,  my  Frcncli  commode,  Macklin 
head  and  lappets,  and  the  little  box  with  ray 
jowls.  Williams  may  bring  over  my  buni- 
daffee,  and  the  viol  with  the  casings  of 
Dr  Hill's  dock-water,  and  Chowder's  lack- 
sitiff.  The  poor  creature  has  been  terribly 
constuprated  ever  since  we  left  huom.  Pray 
take  particular  care  of  the  house  while  the 
family  is  absent.  Let  there  be  a  fire  con- 
stantly kept  in  my  brother's  chamber  and 
mine.  The  rnaids,  having  nothing  to  do, 
may  be  sat  a-spinning.  I  desire  you'll  clap 
a  pad-luck  on  the  windseller,  and  let  none 
of  the  men  have  excess  to  the  strong  bear — 
don't  forget  to  have  the  gate  shit  every  even 
ing  before  dark.  The  gardnir  and  hind  ma) 
lie  below  in  the  landry,  to  partake  the  house 
with  the  blunderbuss  and  tiio  great  dog ;  and 
I  hope  you'll  have  a  watchful  eye  over  the 
maids.  I  know  that  hussy  Mary  Jone  lovea 
to  be  romping  with  the  men.  Let  me  know 
if  Alderney's  calf  be  sould  yet,  and  what  he 
fought — if  tlic  ould  goose  be  sitting :  and  if 
the  coblcr  has  cut  Dicky,  and  ho^v  the  por 
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xnemil  bore  the  operation. — No  more  at  pre- 
bent,  but  re«t  youry, 

TABITHA  BRAMBLE. 
(Jloster,  April  2. 


To  Mhs  Mary  Jones,  at  Brambleton- 
Hall. 

Dear  Molly, — Heaving  this  opportunity, 
I  send  my  love  to  you  and  Saul,  being  in  pood 
health,  and  hoping  to  hecr  the  same  from 
you ;  and  that  you  and  Saul  will  take  my 
poor  kitten  to  bed  with  you  this  cold  weather. 
We  have  been  all  in  a  sad  taking  liere  at 
Gloster — Miss  Liddy  had  like  to  have  run 
away  with  a  player-man,  and  young  master 
and  he  would  a  done  themselves  a  mischief; 
but  the  squire  applied  to  the  mare,  and  they 
were  bound  over.  Mistriss  bid  me  not  speak 
a  word  of  the  matter  to  any  Christian  soul — 
no  more  I  shall ;  for  we  servants  should  see 
all,  and  say  nothing.  But,  what  was  worse 
tnan  all  this,  Chowder  has  liad  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  worried  by  a  butcher's  dog,  and 
came  home  in  a  terrible  pickle — Mistriss  was 
\aken  with  the  asterisks,  but  they  soon  went 
off.  The  doctor  was  sent  for  to  Chowder, 
and  he  subscribed  a  repository,  which  did 
him  great  service — thank  God  he's  now  in  a 
fair  way  to  do  well — pray  take  care  of  my 
Dox  and  the  pillyber,  and  put  them  under 
your  own  bed ;  for  I  do  suppose  Madam 
Gwyllim  will  be  a-prying  into  my  secrets, 
now  my  back  is  turned.  John  Thomas  is 
m  good  health,  but  sulky.  The  squire  gave 
away  an  ould  coat  to  a  poor  man  ;  and  John 
says  as  how  'tis  robbing  him  of  his  parqui- 
sites.  I  told  him,  by  his  agreement,  he  was 
to  receive  no  vails :  but  he  says  as  how 
there's  a  difference  betwixt  vails  and  parqui- 
sites  :  and  so  there  is  for  sartain.  We  are 
all  going  to  the  hot  well,  where  I  shall  drink 
your  health  in  a  glass  of  water,  being,  dear 
Molly,  your  humble  servant  to  command, 
W.  JENKL\S. 
Gloster,  April  2. 


To  Sir  W^aikin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 

Di'.AR  riiiLLiPS, — As  I  have  nothing  more 
at  heart  tlian  to  convince  you  I  am  incapable 
of  forgetting  or  neglecting  tiie  friendship  I 
made  at  college,  I  now  begin  that  correspond- 
ence bv  letters,  which  you  and  I  agreed  at 
parting  to  cultivate.  I  begin  it  sooner  than 
I  intended,  that  you  may  have  it  in  your 
power  to  refute  any  idle  reports  which  may 
be  circulated  to  my  prejudice  at  Oxford,  touch- 
•i\g  a  foo'ish  quarrel  in  which  I  have  been 
invt^ved  on  account  of  my  sister,  who  had 
been  some  time  settled  here  in  a  boarding- 
Bchool.  When  I  came  hither  with  my  uncle 
iU)d  aunt,  who  are  our  guardians,  to  fetch 


her  away,  I  found  her  a  fine  tall  girl  of 
seventeen,  with  an  agreeable  person ;  but 
remarkably  simple,  and  quite  ignorant  of  the 
world.  This  disposition,  and  want  of  expe- 
rience, had  exposed  her  to  the  addresses  of 
a  person — I  know  not  what  to  call  him,  who 
had  seen  her  at  a  play  ;  and,  with  a  confi 
dence  and  dexterity  peculiar  to  himself,  found 
means  to  be  recommended  to  her  acquamt. 
ance.  It  was  by  the  greatest  accident  I  in- 
tercepted one  of  his  letters.  As  it  was  my 
duty  to  Ftifie  this  correspondence  in  its  birth, 
I  made  it  my  business  to  find  him  out,  and 
tell  him  very  freely  my  sentiments  of  the 
matter.  The  spark  did  not  like  the  style  I 
used,  and  behaved  with  abundance  of  metal. 
Though  his  rank  in  life  (which,  by  the  by, 
I  am  ashamed  to  declare)  did  not  entitle 
him  to  much  deference,  yet,  as  his  beha- 
viour was  remarkably  spirited,  I  admitted 
him  to  the  privilege  of  a  gentleman,  and 
something  might  have  happened,  had  we  not 
been  prevented.  In  short,  the  business  took 
air,  I  know  not  how,  and  made  abundance 
of  noise — recourse  was  had  to  justice — I  wa.« 
obliged  to  give  my  word  and  honour,  &-c. 
and  to-morrow  morning  we  set  out  for  Bris- 
tol wells,  where  I  expect  to  hear  from  you 
by  the  return  of  the  post.  I  have  got  into  a 
family  of  originals,  whom  I  may  one  day 
attempt  to  describe  fur  your  amusement. 
I\Iy  aunt,  Mrs  Tabitha  Bramble,  is  a  maiden 
of  forty-live,  exceeding  starched,  vain,  and 
ridiculous.  My  uncle  is  an  odd  kind  of  hu- 
mourist, always  on  the  fret,  and  so  unpleasani 
in  his  manner,  that,  rather  than  be  obliged 
to  keep  him  company,  I'd  resign  all  claim  tc 
the  inheritance  of  his  estate.  Indeed,  his 
being  tortured  by  the  gout  may  have  soured 
his  temper,  and  perhaps  I  may  like  him  bet. 
ter  on  farther  acquaintance :  certain  it  is,  all 
his  servants  and  neighbours  in  the  country 
are  fond  of  him,  even  to  a  degree  of  enthu- 
siasm, the  reason  of  which  I  cannot  as  yet 
comprehend.  Remember  me  to  Griffy  Price, 
Gwyn,  Mansel,  Basset,  and  all  the  rest  of 
my  old  Cambrian  companions.  Salute  the 
bed-maker  in  my  name — give  my  service  to 
the  cook,  and  pray  take  care  of  poor  Ponto^ 
for  the  sake  of  his  old  master,  who  is,  and 
ever  will  be,  dear  Phillips,  your  affectioaale 
friend  and  humble  servant, 

JER.  MELFORD. 
Gloucester,  April  2. 


To  Mrs  Jermyn,  at  her  hovse  in  Glou. 

CESTER. 

Dear  Madam, — Having  no  mother  of  my 
own,  I  hope  you  will  give  me  leave  to  dis- 
burden my  poor  heart  to  you,  who  have  al. 
ways  acted  the  part  of  a  kind  parent  to  nie, 
ever  since  I  was  put  under  your  care.  Ir 
deed,  and  indeed,  my  worthy  governess  n*. 
believe  me,  when  I  assume  her,  that  I  neve' 
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^J»irbouretl  a  tlioiifrlit  that  was  otherwise  than 
v/rtuous  ;  and,  if  God  will  give  me  grace,  I 
shall  never  behave  so  as  to  cast  a  reflection 
on  the  care  you  have  taken  in  rny  education. 
I  confess  I  have  given  just  cause  of  offence, 
by  my  want  of  prudence  and  experience.     I 
ought   not   to    have   listened   to    what    the 
young  man   said  ;    and  it  was   my  duty  to 
have  told  you  all  that  passed,  but  I  was  asha- 
med to  mention  it ;  and  then  he  behaved  so 
modest  and  respectful,  and  seemed  to  be  so 
melancholy  and  timorous,  that  I  could  not 
find  in  my  heart  to  do  any  thing  that  should 
make  hiui  miserable  and  desperate.     As  for 
familiarities,  I  do  declare,  I  never  once  al- 
lowed him  the  favour  of  a  salute  ;  and  as  to 
the  few  letters  that  passed  between  us,  they 
are  all  in  my  uncle's  hands,  and  I  hope  they 
contain  notiiing  contrary  to  innocence  and 
honour.     I  am  still  persuaded  that  he  is  not 
what  he  appears  to  be  ;  but  time  will  discover 
— meanwhile,  I  will  endeavour  to  forget  a 
connection  which  is  so  displeasing  to  my  fa- 
mily.     I   have   cried  without  ceasing,  and 
have  not  tasted  any  thing  but  tea,  smcc  I 
was  hurried  away  from  you:  nor  did  I  once 
close  my  eyes  for  three  nights  running.     My 
aunt  continues  to  chide  me  severely,  when 
we  are  by  ourselves ;  but  I  hope  to  soften 
her  in  time,  by  humility  and  submission.    My 
jncle,  who  was  so  dreadfully  passionate  in 
the  beginning,  has  been  moved  by  my  tears 
and  distress,  and  is  now  all  tenderness  and 
compassion  ;    and  my  brother  is  reconciled 
to  me,  on  my  promise  to  break  off  all  corres- 
pondence with  that  unfortunate  youth  ;  but, 
notwithstanding  all  their  indulgence,  I  shall 
have  no  peace  of  mind  till  I  know  my  dear 
and  ever  honoured  governess  has  forgiven 
her  poor,  disconsolate,  forlorn,  affectionate, 
humble  servant,  till  death, 

LYDIA  MELFORD. 
Clifton,  April  G. 


To  Miss  L-etitia  Willis,  at  Glouces- 

TER. 

My  Dearest  Letty, — I  am  in  such  a 
fright,  lest  tiiis  should  not  come  safe  to  hand 
by  the  conveyance  of  Jarvis  the  carrier,  that 
I  beg  you  will  write  me  on  the  receipt  of  it, 
directing  to  me,  under  cover,  to  Mrs  Wini- 
fred Jenkins,  my  aunt's  maid,  who  is  a  good 
girl,  and  has  been  so  kind  to  me  in  my 
affliction,  that  I  have  made  her  my  confidant ; 
as  for  Jarvis,  he  was  very  shy  of  taking 
charge  of  my  letter  and  the  little  parcel;  be- 
cause his  sister  Sally  had  like  to  have  lost 
her  place  on  my  account :  indeed,  I  cannot 
blame  the  man  for  his  caution  :  but  I  have 
made  it  worth  his  while.  My  dear  con-pan- 
lon  and  bed-fellow,  it  is  a  grievous  addition 
to  my  other  misfortunes,  that  I  am  deprived 
of  your  agreeable  company  and  conversation, 
a*,  a  vime  when  I  need  so  much  the  comfort 


of  your  good  humour  and  good  sense  ;  but  I 
hope  the  friendship  we  contracted  at  the 
boarding-school  will  last  for  life — I  doubt 
not  but,  on  my  side,  it  will  daily  increase 
and  improve,  as  I  gain  e.\i)erience,  and  learn 
to  know  the  value  of  a  true  friend.  O  my 
dear  Letty!  what  shall  I  say  about  poor  Mr 
Wilson  ]  I  have  promised  to  break  off  all 
correspondence,  and,  if  possible,  to  forget 
him ;  but,  alas  !  1  begin  to  perceive  that  it 
will  not  be  in  my  power.  As  it  is  by  no 
means  proper  that  the  picture  should  remain 
in  my  hands,  lest  it  should  be  the  occasion 
of  more  mischief,  I  have  sent  it  to  you  by 
this  opportunity,  bogging  you  will  either  keep 
it  safe  till  better  times,  or  return  it  to  Mr 
Wilson  himself,  who,  I  suppose,  will  make 
it  his  business  to  see  you  at  the  usual  place. 
If  he  should  be  low  spirited  at  my  sending 
back  his  picture,  you  may  tell  him  I  have  no 
occasion  for  a  picture,  while  tiie  original  con- 

tinues  engraved  on  my but,  no,  I  would 

not  have  you  tell  him  that  neither;  because 
there  must  be  an  end  of  our  correspondence 
— I  wisli  he  may  forget  me,  for  the  sake  of 
his  own  peace  ;    and  yet,  if  he  should,  he 

must  be  a  barbarous But  'tis  impossible, 

— poor  Wilson  cannot  be  false  and  incon- 
stant.  I  beseech  him  not  to  write  to  me, 
nor  attempt  to  see  me,  for  some  time ;  for, 
considering  the  resentment  and  passionate 
temper  of  my  brother  Jerry,  such  an  attempt 
might  be  attended  with  consequences  which 
would  make  us  all  miserable  for  life — let  na 
trust  to  time  and  the  chapter  of  accidents  ; 
or  rather,  to  that  Providence  which  will  not 
fail,  sooner  or  later,  to  reward  those  that 
walk  in  the  paths  of  honour  and  virtue — I 
would  offer  my  love  to  the  young  ladies,  but 
it  is  not  fit  that  any  of  them  siiould  know 
you  have  received  this  letter.  If  we  go  to 
Bath,  I  shall  send  you  my  simple  remarks 
upon  that  famous  centre  of  polite  amusement, 
and  every  other  place  wo  may  chance  to 
visit ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  my  dear  Miss 
Willis  will  be  punctual  in  answering  the  let- 
ters  of  her  affectionate 

LYDIA  MELFORD. 
Clifton  April  6. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dear  Lewis, — I  have  followed  your  direc- 
tions  with  some  success,  and  might  have 
been  upon  my  legs  by  this  time,  had  the  wea- 
ther permitted  me  to  use  my  saddle-horse. 
I  rode  out  upon  tiie  Downs  last  Tuesday,  in 
the  forenoon,  when  the  sky,  as  far  as  the 
visible  horizon,  was  without  a  cloud  ;  but, 
before  I  had  gone  a  full  mile,  I  was  over- 
taken  instantaneously  by  a  storm  of  rain, 
that  wet  me  to  the  skin  in  three  minutes— 
whence  it  came  the  devil  knows  ;  but  it  has 
laid  "10  up  (I  suppose)  for  one  fortnight.  It 
makes  me  sick  to  hear  people  talk  of  the  inif 
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air  upon  Clifton  Downs  ;  now  can  the  air  be 
cither  agreeable  or  salutary,  when  the  demon 
of  vapours  descends  in  a  perpetual  drizzle  1 
My  confinement  is  the  more  intolerable,  as 
I  am  surrounded  with  domestic  vexations. 
My  niece  has  had  a  dangerous  fit  of  illness, 
occasioned  by  that  cursed  incident  at  Glouces- 
ter, which  I  mentioned  in  my  last.  She  is  a 
poor  good-natured  simpleton,  as  soft  as  but- 
ter, and  as  easily  melted — not  that  she's  a 
fool — the  girl's  parts  are  not  despicable,  and 
her  education  has  not  been  neglected ;  that 
is  to  say,  she  can  write  and  spell,  and  speak 
French,  and  play  upon  the  harpsichord ; 
then  she  dances  finely,  has  a  good  figure, 
and  is  very  well-inclined ;  but  she's  deficient 
in  spirit,  and  so  susceptible,  and  so  ten- 
der, forsooth ! — truly,  she  has  got  a  languish- 
ing eye,  and  reads  romances.  Then  there's 
her  brother,  Squire  Jerry,  a  pert  jackanapes, 
full  of  college  petulance  and  self-conceit ; 
proud  as  a  German  count,  and  as  hot  and 
liasty  as  a  Welsh  mountaineer.  As  for  that 
fantastical  animal  rny  sister  Tabby,  you  are 
no  stranger  to  her  qualifications.  I  vow  to 
God,  she  is  sometimes  so  intolerable,  that  I 
almost  think  she's  the  devil  incarnate  come 
to  torment  me  for  my  sins  :  and  yet  I  am  con- 
scious of  no  sins  that  ought  to  entail  such 
family  plagues  upon  me — why  the  devil  should 
I  not  shake  off  these  torments  at  once  1  I  a'nt 
married  to  Tabby,  thank  Heaven  !  nor  did  I 
beget  the  other  two :  let  them  choose  another 
guardian  :  for  my  part,  I  an't  in  a  condition 
to  take  care  of  myself,  much  less  to  superin- 
tend tiie  conduct  of  giddy-headed  boys  and 
girls.  You  earnestly  desire  to  know  the 
particulars  of  our  adventure  at  Gloucester, 
which  are  briefly  these,  and  I  hope  they  will 
go  no  farther : — Liddy  had  been  so  long 
cooped  up  in  a  boarding-school,  which,  next 
to  a  nunnery,  is  the  worst  kind  of  seminary 
that  ever  was  contrived  for  young  women, 
that  she  became  as  inflammable  as  touch- 
wood ;  and,  going  to  a  play  in  holiday-time 
— 'sdeath,  I'm  ashamed  to  tell  you  ! — she  fell 
ji  love  with  one  of  the  actors — a  handsome 
young  fellow,  that  goes  by  the  name  of 
Wilson.  The  rascal  soon  perceived  the 
impression  he  had  made,  and  managed  mat- 
ters so  as  to  see  her  at  a  house  where  she 
went  to  drink  tea  with  her  governess.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  a  correspondence, 
which  they  kept  up  by  means  of  a  jade  of  a 
miliiner,  who  made  and  dressed  caps  for  the 
girls  at  the  boarding-school.  When  we  ar- 
rived at  Gloucester,  Liddy  came  to  stay  at 
lodgings  with  her  aunt,  and  Wilson  bribed 
the  maid  to  deliver  a  letter  into  her  own 
hands  ;  but  it  seems  Jerry  had  already  acqui- 
red so  much  credit  with  the  maid  (by  what 
means  he  best  knows),  that  she  carried  the 
letter  to  him,  and  so  the  whole  plot  was  dis- 
covered The  rash  boy,  without  saying  a 
word  of  the  matter  to  me,  went  immediately 
m  search  of  Wilson  ;  and,  I  suppose,  treated 


him  with  insolence  enough.  The  theatricai 
hero  was  too  far  gone  in  romance  to  brook 
such  usage  ;  he  replied  in  blank  verse,  and  a 
formal  challenge  ensued.  They  agreed  to 
meet  early  next  morning,  and  to  decide  tho 
dispute  with  sword  and  pistol.  I  heard 
nothing  at  all  of  the  afl^air,  till  Mr  Morley 
came  to  my  bed-side  in  the  morning,  and 
told  me  he  was  afraid  my  nephew  was  going 
to  fight,  as  he  had  been  overheard  talking 
very  loud  and  vehement  with  Wilson,  at 
the  young  man's  lodgings,  the  night  before, 
and  afterwards  went  and  bought  powder  and 
ball  at  a  shop  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  got 
up  immediately  ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  found  he 
was  just  gone  out.  I  begged  Morley  to 
knock  up  the  mayor,  that  he  might  interpose 
as  a  magistrate ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I 
hobbled  after  the  squire,  whom  I  saw  at  a 
distance,  walking  at  a  great  pace  towards  the 
city  gate.  In  spite  of  all  my  eflTorts,  I  could 
not  come  up  till  our  two  combatants  had  ta- 
ken their  ground,  and  were  priming  their 
pistols.  An  old  house  luckily  screened  me 
from  their  view  ;  so  that  I  rushed  upon  them 
at  once  before  I  was  perceived.  They  were 
both  confounded,  and  attempted  to  make 
their  escape  different  w^ays  ;  but  Morley  com. 
ing  up  with  constables  at  that  instant,  took 
Wilson  into  custody,  and  Jerry  followed  hira 
quietly  into  the  mayor's  house.  All  this 
time  I  was  ignorant  of  what  had  passed  the 
preceding  day  ;  and  neither  of  the  parties 
would  discover  a  tittle  of  the  matter.  The 
mayor  observed  that  it  was  great  presump- 
tion in  Wilson,  who  was  a  stroller,  to  pro- 
ceed to  such  extremities  with  a  gentleman 
of  family  and  fortune ;  and  threatened  to 
commit  him  on  the  vagrant  act.  The  young 
fellow  bustled  up  with  great  spirit,  declaring 
he  was  a  gentleman,  and  would  be  treated  as 
such  ;  but  he  refused  to  explain  himself  far- 
tlier.  The  master  of  the  company  being  sent 
for,  and  examined  touching  the  said  Wilson, 
said,  the  young  man  had  engaged  with  them 
at  Birmingham  rbout  six  months  ago,  but 
never  would  take  his  salary  ;  that  he  had  be- 
haved so  well  in  his  private  character  as  to 
acquire  the  respect  and  good-will  of  his  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  that  the  public  owned  hia 
merit  as  an  actor  was  altogether  extraordi- 
nary. After  all,  I  fancy  he  will  turn  out  to 
be  a  runaway  'prentice  from  London.  The 
manager  offered  to  bail  him  for  any  sum 
provided  he  would  give  his  word  and  honour 
that  he  would  keep  the  peace  ;  but  the  young 
gentleman  was  on  his  high  ropes,  and  would 
by  no  means  lay  himself  under  any  restric- 
tions :  on  the  other  hand.  Hopeful  w&a 
equally  obstinate ;  till  at  length  the  mayor 
declared,  that,  if  they  both  refosed  to  be 
bound  over,  he  would  immediately  commit 
Wilson  as  a  vagrant  to  hard  labour.  I  own 
I  was  much  pleased  with  Jerry's  behaviour 
on  this  occasion  :  he  said,  that,  rather  than 
Mr  Wilson  should  be  treated  in  such  an  i^. 
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nonunions  manner,  he  would  pive  his^  word 
nnd  lionoiir  to  prosocuto  the  affair  no  farther 
while  thoy  remained  at  Gloucester.    Wilson 
thanked  liim  for  his  pcnerous  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding,  and  was   discharged.     On  our  re- 
turn to  our  lodgings,  my  neplicw  explained 
the  whole  mystery  ;  and  I  own  I  was  exceed- 
ingly incensed.  Liddybeingquestionedonthe 
Bubject,  and  very  severely  reproached  by  that 
wild-cat  my  sister  Tabby,  first  swooned  away  ; 
then  dissolving  into  a  flood  of  tears,   confest 
nil  the  particulars  of  the  correspondence  ;  at 
the  same  time  giving  up  three  letters,  which 
were  all  she  had  received  from  her  admirer. 
The  last,  which  .Terry  intercepted,  I  send  you 
inclosed  ;  and  when  you  have  read  it,  I  dare 
say  you  won't  wonder  at  the  progress  the 
writer   had   made   on  the  heart  of  a   sim- 
ple   girl,     utterly     unacquainted    with    the 
characters   of  mankind.      Thinking  it  was 
liigh  time  to  remove  her  from  such  a  dan- 
ge*rous  connection,  I  carried  her  off  the  next 
day  to  Bristol ;  but  the  poor  creature  was  so 
frightened  and  fluttered  by  our  threats  and 
expostulations,  that  she  fell  sick  the  Iburth 
day  after  our  arrival  at  Clifton,  and  contin- 
ued 60  ill  for  a  whole  week,  that  her  life 
was  despaired  of.     It  was  not  till  yesterday 
that  Dr  Rigge  declared  her  out  of  danger. 
You  cannot°imaginc  what  I  have  suffered, 
partly  from  the  indiscretion  of  this  poor  child, 
but  much  more  from  the  fear  of  losing  her 
entirely.     This  air  is  intolerably  cold,  and 
the  place  quite  solitary.     I  never  go  down  to 
the  well  without  returning  low-spirited  ;  for 
there  I  meet  with  half-a-dozen  poor  emaci- 
ated creatures  with  ghostly  looks,  in  the  last 
stage  of  a  consumption,    who  have   made 
ehift  to  linger  through  the  winter,    like  so 
many  exotic  plants    languishing    in  a  hot- 
house ;  but  in  all  appearance  will  drop  into 
their  graves   before    the  sun    has    warmth 
enout^h  to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  this  ungenial 
spring.      If  you  think  the  Bath  water  will 
be  of^any  service  to  me,  I  will  go  thither  as 
soon  as  "my  niece  can  bear  the  motion  of  the 
coach.     Tell  Barns  I  am  obliged  to  him  for 
his  advice,  but  don't  choose  to  follow  it.    If 
Davies  voluntarily  offers  to  give  up  the  farm, 
the  other  shall  have  it ;  but  I  will  not  begin 
at  this  time  of  day  to  distress  my  tenants  be- 
cause they  are  unfortunate,  and  cannot  make 
regular  payments.      I   wonder   that   Barns 
should  think  me  capable  of  such  oppression. 
As  for  Iliggins,  the   fellow  is  a  notorious 
poacher,  to'^be  sure,  and  an  impudent  rascal, 
to  set  his  snares  in  my  own  paddock  ;  but  I 
suppose  he  thought  he  had  some  right,  espe- 
cially in  my  absence,  to  partake  of  what  na- 
ture seems  to  have   intended  for  common 
use :   you  rnay  threaten  him  in  my  name  as 
much  as  von  please  ;   and,  if  he  repeats  the 
oflTence,  let  me  know  it  before  you  have  re- 
course to  justice — I  know  you  are  a  great 
eportsman,  and  oblige  many  of  your  friends. 
I  need  not  t<^ll  you  to  make  use  of  my  grounds  ; 
72* 


hut  it  may  bo  necessary  to  hir.i,  that  I'm 
more  afraid  of  my  fowling-piece  than  of  my 
game.  Wiicn  you  can  spare  two  or  three 
brace  of  i)artridgos,  send  tiicm  o^cr  by  tho 
stage-coach  ;  and  tell  Gwyllim  that  she  for- 
got^to  pack-up  my  flannels  and  wide  shccs  in 
tiie  trunk-mail — I  shall  trouble  you  as  usual, 
from  lime  to  time,  till  at  last,  I  suppose,  you 
will  be  tired  of  corresponding  wilii  your  as- 
sured friend, 

ISI.  BRA.MBLE. 
Clifton,  April  17. 


To  Miss  Lydia.  Melford. 

Miss  Willis  has  pronounced  my  doom — 
you  are  going  away,  dear  Miss  Melford, — you 
are  o-oing  to  be  removed  I  know  not  whither  ! 
what  shall  I  do  I  which  way  shall  I  turn  for 
consolation]  I  know  not  what  I  say — all 
night  long  have  I  been  tossed  in  a  sea  of 
doubts  and  fears,  uncertainty  and  distraction, 
without  being  able  to  connect  my  thoughts., 
much  less  to  form  any  consistent  plan  of 
conduct — I  was  even  tempted  to  wish  that  T 
had  never  seen  you  ;  or  that  you  had  been 
less  amiable,  or  less  compassionate  to  your 
poor  Wilson  ;  and  yet  it  would  be  detestable 
ingratitude  in  me  to  form  such  a  wish,  con- 
sidering  how  much  I  am  indebted  to  your 
goodness,  and  the  ineffable  pleasure  I  have 
derived  from  your  indulgence  and  approbation 

Good    God !    I   never    heard    your   name 

mentioned  without  emotion  !  the  most  dis- 
tant prospect  of  being  admitted  to  your  com- 
pany, filled  my  whole  soul  with  a  kind  of 
pleasing  alarm  !  as  the  time  approached,  my 
heart  b'cat  with  redoubled  force,  and  every 
nerve  thrilled  with  a  transport  of  expectation  ; 
but,  when  I  found  myself  actually  in  your 
presence — when  I  heard  you  speak — when  I 
saw  you  smile — when  I  beheld  your  charm- 
ing eyes    turned  favourably   upon    me,  my 
breast  was  filled  with  such  tumults  of  delight, 
as  wholly  deprived  me  of  the  power  of  ut- 
terance, and  wrapt  me  in  a  delirium  of  joy ! 
Encouraged  by  your  sweetness  of  temper 
and    affability,  I   ventured    to    describe    tho 
feelings  of  my  heart — even  then  you  did  not 
check"my  presumption — you  pitied  my  suffer- 
ings, and  gave  mc  leave  to  hope  ; — you  put 
a  fiivourable,  perhaps  too  favourable  a  con- 
struction on  my  appearance — certain  it  is  1 
am  no  player  iii  love — I  speak  the  language 
of  my  own  heart,  and  have  no  prompter  but 
nature.      Yet   there   is   something   in    this 
heart,   which   I  have  not   yet   disclosed — 1 
flattered  myself—but,  I  will  not,  I  must  not 
proceed— dear   Miss    Liddy !    for  Heaven's 
sake  contrive,  if  possible,  some   means  of 
letting  me   spea<<   to  you  before  you  leave 
Gloucester;  otherwise' I  know  not  what  will 
but  I  begin  to  rave  again — I  will   endea- 
vour to  bear  this  trial  with  fortitude — while 
I  am  capable  of  reflecting  upon  your  tender 
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ness  and  truth,  1  surely  have  no  cause  to  de- 
spair— yet  I  am  straiif^ely  affected.  The  sun 
seems  to  deny  me  light — a  cloud  hangs  over 
me,  and  there  is  a  dreadful  weight  upon  my 
spirits !  While  you  stay  in  tliis  place,  I 
tihall  continually  hover  about  your  lodgings, 
as  the  parted  soul  is  said  to  linger  about  the 
grave  where  its  mortal  consort  lies — I  know, 
if  it  is  in  your  power,  you  will  task  your  hu- 
manity— your  compassion — shall  I  add  your 
affection?  in  order  to  assuage  the  almost  in- 
tolerable disquiet  that  torments  the  heart  of 
/our  afflicted  WILSON. 

Gloucester,  March  31. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  of  Jesus  Col- 
lege, OxoN. 

Hot  Well,  April  18. 

Dear  Phillips, — I  give  Mansel  credit  for 
his  invention,  in  propagating  the  report,  that 
I  had  a  quarrel  with  a  mountebank's  Merry 
Andrew  at  Gloucester;  but  I  have  too  much 
respect  for  every  appendage  of  wit,  to  quar- 
rel even  with  the  lowest  buffoonery  ;  and 
jicrefore  I  hope  Mansel  and  I  shall  always 
oe  good  friends.  I  cannot,  however,  approve 
of  his  drowning  my  poor  dog  Ponto,  on  pur- 
pose to  convert  Ovid's  pleonasm  into  a  pun- 
ning epitaph — deerant  quoque  liltora  Ponto  ; 
for,  that  he  threw  him  into  the  Isis,  when  it 
was  so  high  and  impetuous,  with  no  other 
view  than  to  kill  the  fleas,  is  an  excuse  that 
will  not  hold  water :  but  I  leave  poor  Ponto 
to  his  fate,  and  hope  Providence  will  take  care 
to  accommodate  Mansel  with  a  drier  death. 

As  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  called 
company  at  the  well,  I  am  here  in  a  state  of 
absolute  rustication:  this,  however,  gives  me 
leisure  to  observe  the  singularities  in  my 
uncle's  character,  which  seems  to  have  in- 
terested your  curiosity.  The  truth  is,  his 
disposition  and  mine,  which,  like  oil  and 
vinegar,  repelled  one  another  at  first,  have 
now  begun  to  mix,  by  dint  of  being  beat  up 
together.  I  was  once  apt  to  believe  him  a 
complete  cynic,  and  that  nothing  but  the 
necessity  of  his  occasions  could  compel  him 
to  get  within  the  pale  of  society — I  am  now 
of  another  opinion  ;  I  think  his  peevishness 
arises  partly  from  bodily  pain,  and  partly 
from  a  natural  excess  of  mental  sensibility  ; 
for,  I  suppose,  the  mind,  as  well  as  the 
body,  is,  in  some  cases,  endowed  with  a 
morbid  excess  of  sensation. 

I  was,  toother  day,  much  diverted  with  a 
conversation  that  passed  in  the  pump-room 

betwixt  him  and  the  famous  Dr  L n,  who 

18  come  to  ply  at  the  well  for  patients.  My 
uncle  was  complaining  of  the  stink,  occa- 
sioned by  the  vast  quantity  of  mud  and 
slime  which  the  river  leaves  at  low  ebb  un- 
der the  windows  of  the  pump-room.  lie 
observed  that  tlie  exhalations  arising  from 
Hurh  a  nuisance,  could  not  but  be  prejudicial 


to  the  weak  lungs  of  many  consumjitive  pa- 
tients who  came  to  drink  the  water.  The 
doctor,  overiiearing  this  remark,  made  up  ta 
him,  and  assured  him  he  was  mistaken.  He 
said,  people  in  general  were  so  misled  by 
vulgar  prejudices,  that  philosophy  was  hardly 
sufiicient  to  undeceive  them.  Then,  hem- 
ming  thrice,  he  assumed  a  most  ridiculoua 
solemnity  of  aspect,  and  entered  into  a 
learned  investigation  of  the  nature  of  stink. 
He  observed,  that  stink  or  stench,  meant  no 
more  than  a  strong  impression  on  the  olfac- 
tory nerves,  and  might  be  applied  to  sub- 
stances of  the  most  opposite  qualities  :  that 
in  the  Dutch  language,  stinken  signified  the 
most  agreeable  perfume,  as  well  as  the  most 
fetid  odour,  as  appears  in  Van  Vloudel's 
translation  of  Horace,  in  that  beautiful  ode, 
Quis  mulla  gracilis,  »fcc. ;  the  words  liquidis 
perfusiis  odoribus,  he  translates,  va7i  civet 
et  moschata  gestinken  ;  that  individuals  dif- 
fered toto  ccelo  in  their  opinion  of  smells, 
which  indeed  was  altogether  as  arbitrary  as 
the  opinion  of  beauty;  that  the  French  were 
pleased  with  the  putrid  efiluvia  of  animal 
food,  and  so  were  the  Hottentots  in  Africa, 
and  the  savages  in  Greenland  ;  and  that  the 
negroes  on  the  coast  of  Senegal  would  not 
touch  fish  till  it  was  rotten  ;  strong  presump- 
tions in  favour  of  what  is  generally  cflled 
stink,  as  those  nations  are  in  a  state  of  na- 
ture, undebauched  by  luxury,  unseduced  by 
whim  and  caprice  ;  that  he  had  reason  to 
believe  the  stercoraceous  flavour,  condemned 
by  prejudice  as  a  stink,  was,  in  fact,  most 
agreeable  to  the  organs  of  smelling;  for  that 
every  person  that  pretended  to  nauseate  the 
smell  of  another's  excretions,  snuffed  up  his 
own  wiih  particular  complacency ;  for  the 
truth  of  which,  he  appealed  to  all  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen  then  present ;  lie  said,  the 
inhabitants  of  Madrid  and  Edinburgh  found 
particular  satisfaction  in  breathing  their  own 
atmosphere,  which  was  always  impregnated 
with  stercoraceous  effluvia  ;  that  the  learned 
Dr  B ,  in  his  treatise  on  the  Four  Digest- 
ions, explains  in  what  manner  the  volatile 
effluvia  from  the  intestines  stimulate  and 
promote  the  operations  of  the  animal  eco- 
nomy :  he  affirmed  the  last  grand  duke  of 
Tuscany,  of  the  Medicis  family,  who  refined 
upon  sensuality  with  the  spirit  of  a  philoso- 
pher, was  so  delighted  with  that  odour,  that 
he  caused  the  essence  of  ordure  to  be  ex- 
tracted, and  used  it  as  the  most  delicious 
perfume  ;  that  he  himself  (tl;j  doctor),  when 
he  happened  to  be  low-spirited,  or  fatigued 
with  business,  found  immediate  relief,  and 
uncommon  satisfaction,  from  hanging  over 
the  stale  contents  of  a  close  stool,  while  his 
servant  stirred  it  about  under  his  nose ;  nor 
was  this  effect  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we 
consider  that  this  substance  abounds  with  the 
self-same  volatile  salts  that  are  bo  grcediljf 
smelled  to  by  the  most  delicate  invalids,  after 
they  have  been  extracted  and  sublimed  by  the 
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jl:cmists.    By  this  time  the  company  began  to 
Tiold  their  noses;  but  the  doctor,  without  tiiking 
the  least  notice  of  this  signal,  proceeded  to 
show,  that  many  fetid  substances  were  not 
only  agreeable  but  salutary  ;  sucli  as  assa- 
ftvtida   and    other   medicinal    gums,  resins, 
roots,  and  vegetables,  over  and  above  burnt 
leathers,  tan-pits,  candlc-snutrs,&c.  In  short, 
he  used  many  learned  arguments  toi)ersuade 
ills  audience'  out  of  their  senses;  and  from 
itench  made  a  transition  to  filth,  which  he 
affirmed  was  als  i  a  mistaken  idea,  inasmuch 
as  objects  so  called  were  no  other  than  cer- 
tain  modifications  of  matter,  consisting  of 
the  same  principles  that  enter  into  the  com- 
position  of  all  created   essences,  whatever 
they  may  be  ;  that,  in  tlic  filtliiest  production 
of  nature,  a  philosopher  considered  notliing 
but  the  earth,  water,  salt,  and  air,  of  which 
It  was  comi)ounded  :   that,  for  his  own  part, 
he  had   no  more  objection   to  drinking  the 
dirtiest  ditcli-watcr,  than  he  had  to  a  glass 
of  water  from  the  hot  well,  provided  he  was 
assured  there  was  nothing  poisonous  in  the 
concrete.     Then  addressing  himself  to  my 
ancle, — "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  you  seem  to  be  of 
a  dropsical    habit,   and    probably   will  soon 
have  a  confirmed  ascites  ;  if  I  should  be  pre- 
Hcnt  when  you  are  tapjied,  I  will  give  you  a 
convincing  proof  of  what  I  assert,  by  drink- 
ing,  without    hesitation,    the    water   which 
comes  out  of  your  abdomen."     The  ladies 
made  wry  faces  at  this  declaration  ;  and  my 
•inclc  ciianging  colour,  told  iiim  he  did  not  de- 
wire  any  such  proofs  of  his  pliilosophy.     "  But 
I  should  be  glad  to  know,"  said  he,  "  what 
•Tiakes  you  tliink  I  am  of  a  dropsical  habit?" 
"Sir,  I  beg  pardon,"  replied  the  doctor,  "I 
perceive  your  ankles  are  swelled,  and  you 
.seem  to  have  the  fades  leucoplegmatica. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  your  disorder  may  be  cede- 
matous,  or   gouty,  or   it   may  be  the   lues 
venerea.     If  you  have  any  reason  to  flatter 
yourself  it  is  this  last,  sir,  I  will  undertake 
to  cure  you  with  three  small  pills,  even  if 
the  disease  should  have  attained  its  utmost 
inveteracy.     Sir,  it  is  an  arcanum,  wliich  I 
have  discovered,  and  prepared  with  infinite 
labour.     Sir,  I  have  lately  cured  a  woman 
in   Bristol — a  common   prostitute,  sir,  who 
had  got  ail   the  worst  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
order;  such  as  nnili,  tophi,  and  gummata, 
verrucce,  crista  galli,  and  serpiginous  erup- 
tion, or  rather  a  pocky  itch  all  over  her  body. 
By  the  time  she  had  taken  the  second  pill, 
sir,  by  heaven  !  she  was  as  smooth  as  my 
hand ;   and  the  third  made  her  as  sound  and 
as  fresh  as   a   new  born    infant."     "  Sir," 
cried  my  uncle  peevislily,  "I  have  no  reason 
to  flatter   myself  that    my   disorder  comes 
within  the  efficacy  of  your  nostrum  :  but  this 
patient  you  talk  of  maj  not  be  so  sound  at 
bottom  as  you  imagine."     "  I  can't  possibly 
be  mistaken,"  rejoined  the  philosopher,  "for 
I   have  had  communication  with   her  three 
.imea— I  always  ascertain  my  cures  in  that  I 


manner."  At  this  remark,  all  the  ladies 
retired  to  another  corner  of  the  room,  and 
some  of  them  began  to  spit — as  to  my  uncle, 
thougii  he  was  rufiled  at  first  by  tiie  doctor's 
saying  he  wa.s  dropsical,  he  could  not  help 
sniiling  at  tiiis  ridiculous  confession  ;  and,  1 
su|)pose,  with  a  view  to  punish  this  original, 
told  him  there  was  a  wart  upon  his  nose 
that  looked  a  little  suspicious. — "I  don't 
pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  tliese  matters,"  said 
he,  "but  I  understand  that  warls  are  ol\en 
produced  by  the  disteniper ;  and  that  one 
upon  your  nose  seems  to  have  taken  possess- 
ion of  the  very  key-stone  of  the  bridge,  which 
I  hope  is  in  no  danger  of  falling."    L n 


seemed  a  little  contoundod  at  tiiis  remark,  and 
assured  him  it  was  notiiing  but  a  common 
e.xcrescence  of  t!ie  cuticuia,  but  tliat  the 
bones  were  all  somid  below  :  for  the  truth 
of  this  assertion  he  appealed  to  the  touch, 
desiring  he  would  feel  the  part.  INIy  uncle 
said  it  was  a  matter  of  such  ddicacy  to  med- 
dle with  a  gentleman's  nose,  that  he  declined 
the  office  ;  upon  which  the  doctor,  turning 
to  me,  intreated  me  to  do  him  that  favour. 
I  complied  with  his  request,  and  handled  it 
so  roughly,  that  ho  sneezed,  and  the  teara 
ran  down  his  cheek.s,  to  the  no  small  enter- 
tainment of  the  company,  and  particularly 
of  my  uncle,  who  burst  out  a-laughing  for 
the  first  time  since  I  have  been  with  him  ; 
and  took  notice  tiiat  the  part  seemed  to  be 
very  tender.  "  Sir,"  cried  the  doctor,  "  it 
is  naturally  a  tender  part ;  but,  to  remove  all 
possibility  of  doubt,  I  will  take  ofl'  the  wart 
this  very  night." 

So  saying,  he  bowed  with  great  solemnity 
all  around,  and  retired  to  his  own  lodging.s 
where  he  applied  caustic  to  the  wart ;  but  it 
spread  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  produce  a 
considerable  inflammation,  attended  with  an 
enormous  swelling;  so  that,  wiien  he  next 
appeared,  his  whole  face  was  overshadowed 
by  this  tremendous  nozzel  ;  and  the  rueful 
eagerness  with  which  he  explained  the  un- 
luc'ky  accident,  was  ludicrous  beyond  all  de- 
scription. I  was  much  pleased  with  meet- 
ing the  original  of  a  ciiaracter  which  you 
an'cl  I  have  often  laughed  at  in  description; 
and,  what  surprises  me  very  much,  I  find  the 
features  in  the  picture  which  fias  been  drawn 
for  him  rather  softened  than  overcharged. 

As  I  have  something  else  lo  say,  and  this 
letter  is  run  to  an  unconscionable  length,  1 
shall  now  give  you  a  little  respite,  and  trouble 
you  again  by  the  very  first  post.  I  wish  you 
w()uld''take  it  in  your  head  to  retaliate  these 
double  strokes  upon  yours  alwavs, 

J.  MELFORD. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Piiillips,  ov  Jesus  CoU' 

LEGE,  OXON. 

Hot  Well,  April  20. 
Dear  Knight, — I  now  sit  down  to  exe 
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cute  the  throat  in  the  tail  of  my  last.  The 
truth  is,  1  am  big  with  the  secret,  and  long 
to  be  delivered.  It  relates  to  my  guardian, 
who,  you  know,  is  at  present  our  principal 
object  in  view. 

T'other  day  I  thought  I  had  detected  him 
in  such  a  state  of  frailty  as  would  but  ill  be- 
come his  years  and  character.  There  is  a 
decent  sort  of  a  woman,  not  disagreeable  in 
lier  person,  that  comes  to  the  well,  with  a 
poor  emaciated  child,  far  gone  in  a  consump- 
t'pn.  I  had  caught  my  uncle's  eyes  several 
times  directed  to  this  person,  with  a  very 
Buapicious  expression  in  them ;  and  every 
time  he  saw  himself  observed,  he  hastily 
withdrew  them,  with  evident  marks  of  con- 
fusion. I  resolved  to  watch  him  more  nar- 
rowly, and  saw  him  speaking  to  her  privately 
in  a  corner  of  the  walk.  At  length,  going 
down  to  the  well  one  day,  I  met  her  half- 
way up  the  hill  to  Clifton,  and  could  not 
help  suspecting  she  was  going  to  our  lodg- 
ings by  appointment,  as  it  was  about  one 
o'clock,  the  hour  when  my  sister  and  I  are 
generally  at  the  pump-room.  This  notion 
e.xciting  my  curiosity,  I  returned  by  a  back 
way,  and  got  unperceived  into  my  own  cham- 
oer,  which  is  contiguous  to  my  uncle's  apart- 
ment. Sure  enough  the  woman  was  intro- 
duced, but  not  into  his  bed-chamber :  he  gave 
her  audience  in  a  parlour;  so  that  I  was 
obliged  to  shift  my  station  to  another  room, 
where,  however,  there  was  a  small  chink  in 
the  partition,  through  which  I  could  perceive 
what  passed. 

My  uncle,  though  a  little  lame,  rose  up 
when  she  came  in,  and,  setting  a  chair  for 
ner,  desired  she  would  sit  down  :  then  he 
asked  if  she  would  take  a  dish  of  chocolate, 
which  she  declined  with  much  acknowledge- 
ment. After  a  short  pause,  he  said,  in  a 
croaking  tone  of  voice,  which  confounded 
me  not  a  little, — "  Madam,  I  am  truly  con- 
cerned for  your  misfortunes  ;  and  if  v>r<s  tri- 
fle can  be  of  any  service  to  you,  I  beg  you 
will  accept  it  without  ceremony."  So  say- 
ing, he  put  a  bit  of  paper  into  her  hand ; 
which  she  opening  with  great  trepidation,  ex- 
claimed, in  an  ecstasy, — "  Twenty  pounds  ! 
O  sir  !"  and  sinking  down  on  a  settee,  faint- 
ed away.  Frightened  at  this  fit,  and,  I  sup- 
pose, afraid  of  calling  for  assistance,  lest  her 
situation  should  give  rise  to  unfavourable 
conjectures,  he  ran  about  the  room  in  dis- 
traction, making  frightful  grimaces  :  and,  at 
length,  had  recollection  enough  to  throw  a 
a  little  water  in  her  face  ;  by  which  applica- 
tion she  was  brought  to  herself:  but  then 
ner  feelings  took  another  turn.  She  shed  a 
flood  of  tears,  and  cried  aloud. — "  I  know 
not  who  you  are;  but  sure — worthy  sir! — 
generous  sir ! — the  distress  of  me  and  my 
poor  dying  child — oh  !  if  the  widow's  prayers 
-  if  the  orphan's  tears  of  gratitude  can 
iitight  avail — Gracious  Providence  ! — Blcss- 
iiigs  !  showcrdown  eternal  blessings" — here 


she  was  interrupted  by  my  uncle,  who  muU 
tered,  in  a  voice  still  more  and  more  disj. 
cordant, — "  For  Heaven's  sake,  be  quiet, 
madam — consider  the  people  of  the  house— 
'sdeath  !  can't  you."  All  this  time  she  waa 
struggling  to  throw  herself  on  her  knees, 
while  he,  seizing  her  by  the  wrists,  endea- 
voured to  seat  her  upon  the  settee,  saying,— 
"  Prithee — good  now — hold  your  tongue." 
At  that  instant,  who  should  burse  into  the 
room  but  our  aunt  Tabby  !  of  all  antiquated 
maidens  the  most  diabolically  capricious. 
Ever  prying  into  other  people's  affairs,  she 
had  seen  the  woman  enter,  and  followed  her 
to  the  door,  where  she  stood  listening,  but 
probably  could  hear  nothing  distinctly,  ex- 
cept my  uncle's  last  exclamation  ;  at  which 
she  bounced  into  the  parlour  in  a  violent 
rage,  that  dyed  the  tip  of  her  nose  of  a  pur- 
ple hue.  "  Fy  upon  you,  Matt !"  cried  she, 
"  wh?.t  doings  are  these,  to  disgrace  your 
own  character,  and  disparage  your  family'?" 
Then  snatching  the  bank-note  out  of  the 
stranger's  hand,  she  went  on — "  How  now, 
twenty  pounds  ! — here  is  a  temptation  with 
a  witness ! — Good  woman,  go  about  your 
business — brother,  brother,  I  know  not 
which  most  to  admire,  your  concupissins,  or 
your  extravagance  !"  "  Good  God  !"  ex- 
claimed the  poor  woman,  "  shall  a  worthy 
gentleman's  character  suffer  for  an  action 
that  does  honour  to  humanity  V  By  this 
time  uncle's  indignation  was  effectually 
roused :  his  face  grew  pale,  his  teeth  chat 
tered,  and  his  eyes  flashed — "  Sister,"  crie» 
he  in  a  voice  like  thunder,  "  I  vow  to  God, 
your  impertinence  is  exceedingly  provoking.'' 
With  these  words,  he  took  her  by  the  hand, 
and,  opening  the  door  of  communication,, 
thrust  her  into  the  chamber  where  I  stood,  eo 
affected  by  the  scene,  that  the  tears  ran 
down  my  cheeks.  Observing  these  marks  of 
emotion, — "  I  don't  wonder,"  said  she,  "to 
see  you  concerned  at  the  backslidings  of  so 
near  a  relation  ;  a  man  of  his  years  and 
infirmities  ;  these  are  fine  doings,  truly — 
this  is  a  rare  example  set  by  a  guardian  for 
the  benefit  of  his  pupils — monstrous  !  incon- 
gruous I  sophistical !"  I  thought  it  was  but  an 
act  of  justice  to  set  hfr  to  rights,  and  there- 
fore explained  the  mystery;  but  she  would  not 
be  undeceived.  "  What,"  said  she,  "  would 
you  go  for  to  offer  for  to  arguefy  me  out  of 
my  senses  1  Didn't  I  hear  him  whispering  to 
her  to  hold  her  tongue]  Didn't  I  see  hc.r  in 
tears  1  Didn't  I  see  bra  struggling  to  throw 
her  upon  the  couch  1  O  filthy  !  hideous  ! 
abominable! — Child,  child!  talk  not  to  inc 
of  charity — Who  gives  twenty  pounds  in 
charity  ? — But  you  are  a  stripling — you 
know  nothing  of  the  world — besides,  charity 
begins  at  home — twenty  pounds  would  buy 
me  a  complete  suit  of  flowered  silk,  trim- 
mings and  all.  In  short,  I  quitted  the  room, 
my  contempt  for  her,  and  my  respect  for  hei 
brother,  being  increased  in  the  same  pronor 
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Mon.  I  liave  since  been  informed,  that  the 
person  ^vllo  my  uncle  so  generously  relieved, 
IS  the  widow  of  an  ensijjn,  who  has  nothing  to 
depend  upo.i  but  the  pension  of  fifteen 
pounds  a-ycar.  Tlie  people  of  the  wcll- 
liousc  give  her  an  excellent  character.  She 
lodges  in  a  garret,  and  works  very  hard  at 
plain  work,  to  support  her  daughter,  who  is 
dying  of  a  consumption.  I  must  own,  to  my 
siiame,  I  feel  a  strong  inclination  to  follow 
my  uncle's  example,  in  relieving  tliis  poor 
widow  ;  but,  betwixt  friends,  I  am  afraid  of 
being  detected  in  a  weakness  that  might 
entail  the  ridicule  of  the  company  upon, 
dear  Phillips,  yours  always, 

J.  MELFORD. 
Direct  your  next  to  me  at  Bath  ;  and  rc- 
me:ri  jcr  me  to  all  our  fellow  Jesuits. 


To  Doctor  Lewis. 

Hot  \Ycll,  April  20. 
I  understand  your  hint.  There  are  mys- 
teries in  physic  as  well  as  in  religion,  which 
(ve  of  the  profane  have  no  right  to  investi- 
gate. A  man  must  not  presume  to  use  his 
reason,  unless  he  has  studied  the  categories, 
and  can  chop  logic  by  mode  and  figure. 
Between  friends,  1  think  every  man  of  tole- 
rable parts  ought,  at  my  time  of  day,  to  be 
both  physician  and  lawyer,  as  fur  as  his  own 
constitution  and  property  are  concerned. 
Yor  my  own  part,  I  have  had  an  hospital 
these  fourteen  years  within  myself,  and 
studied  my  own  case  with  the  most  painful 
attention,  consequently  may  be  supposed  to 
know  something  of  the  matter,  although  I 
have  not  taken  regular  courses  of  physi- 
ology, et  ccctera,  ct  ctclera.  In  short,  I 
have  for  some  time  been  of  opinion,  (no 
offence,  dear  doctor,)  that  the  sum  of  your 
medical  discoveries  amounts  to  this — that 
the  more  you  study,  the  less  you  know.  I 
have  read  all  that  has  been  written  on  the 
hot  wells;  and  what  I  can  collect  from  the 
whole  is,  that  the  water  contains  nothing 
but  a  little  salt  and  calcareous  earth,  mixed  in 
Buch  inconsiderable  proportion,  as  can  have 
very  little,  if  any,  eflect  on  the  animal 
economy.  This  being  the  case,  I  think  the 
man  deserves  to  be  fitted  with  a  cap  of  bells, 
wno,  for  such  a  paltry  advantage  as  this 
spring  affords,  sacrifices  his  precious  time, 
wnich  might  be  employed  in  taking  more 
effectual  remedies,  and  exposes  himself  to 
the  dirt,  the  stench,  the  chilling  blasts,  and 
perpetual  rains,  that  render  this  place  to  me 
intolerable,  if  these  waters,  from  a  small  de- 
gree of  astringency,  are  of  some  service  in 
the  diabetes,  diarrhaa,  and  night  sweats, 
wnen  the  secretions  are  too  much  increased, 
aiust  not  they  do  harm  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, where  the  humours  are  obstructed,  as 
in  the  asthma,  scurvy,  gout,  and  dropsy  ? 
Now  we  talk  of  the  dropsy,  here  is  a  strange 
5  I* 


fantastical  oddity,  one  of  your  brethren,  who 
harangues  every  day  in  the  pump-room,  as  if 
ho  was  hired  to  give  lectures  on  all  subjects 
whatsoever — I  know  not  what  to  make  of 
him.  Hometimes  he  makes  shrewd  remarks, 
at  other  times  he  talks  like  the  greatest  sim- 
pleton in  nature.  He  has  read  a  great  deal, 
but  without  method  or  judgment,  and  digest- 
ed nothing.  He  believes  every  thing  he  haa 
read,  especially  if  it  has  any  thing  of  the 
marvellous  in  it ;  and  his  conversation  is  a 
surprising  hotch-potch  of  erudition  and  ex- 
travagance. He  told  me  t'other  day,  with 
great  confidence,  that  my  case  was  dropsi. 
cal,  or,  as  he  called  it,  leucojildegmatic ; 
a  sure  sign  that  his  want  of  experience  is 
equal  to  his  presumption ;  for  you  know 
there  is  nothing  analogous  to  the  dropsy  in 
my  disorder.  I  wish  those  impertinent  fel- 
lows, with  their  rickety  understandings, 
would  keep  their  advice  for  those  who  ask 
it — dropsy,  indeed  !  Sure  I  have  not  lived 
to  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and  had  such  expe- 
rience of  my  own  disorder,  and  consulted 
you  and  other  eminent  physicians  so  often 

and  so  long,  to  be  undeceived  by  such  a . 

Rut,  without  all  doubt,  the  man  is  mad,  and, 
therefore,  what  he  says  is  of  no  consequence. 
I  had  yesterday  a  visit  from  Iliggins,  who 
came  hither  under  the  terror  of  your  threats, 
and  brought  me  in  a  present  a  brace  of 
hares,  which  he  owned  he  took  on  my 
ground  ;  and  I  could  not  persuade  the  fellow 
that  he  did  wrong,  or  that  I  wovdd  ever  pro- 
secute him  fjr  poaching.  I  must  desire  you 
will  wink  hard  at  the  practices  of  this  ras- 
callion,  otherwise  I  shall  be  plagued  with  his 
presents,  which  cost  me  more  than  they  are 
worth.  If  I  could  wonder  at  any  thing  Fitz- 
owen  docs,  I  should  be  surprised  at  his  assur- 
ance, in  desiring  you  to  solicit  my  vote  for 
him  at  the  next  election  for  the  county  ;  for 
him,  who  opposed  me  on  the  like  occasion 
with  the  most  illiberal  competition.  You 
may  tell  him  civilly,  that  I  beg  to  be  excused. 
Direct  your  next  to  me  at  Bath,  whither  I 
propose  to  remove  to-morrow,  not  only  on 
my  own  account,  but  for  the  sake  of  my 
niece  Liddy,  who  is  like  to  relapse.  The 
poor  creature  fell  into  a  fit  yesterday,  while 
I  was  cheapening  a  pair  of  spectacles  with 
a  Jew  pedlar.  I  am  afraid  there  is  some- 
thing still  lurking  in  that  little  heart  of  hor's, 
which  I  hope  a  change  of  objects  will  re- 
move. Let  me  know  what  you  think  of  this 
half-witted  doctor's  impertinent,  ridiculous, 
and  absurd  notions  of  my  disorder.  So  far 
from  being  dropsical,  I  am  as  lank  in  the 
belly  as  a  greyhound ;  and,  by  measuring 
my  ancle  with  a  pacA-thread,  I  find  the 
swelling  subsides  every  Jay — from  such  doc- 
tors good  Lord  deliver  us  ! — I  have  not  ye. 
taken  any  lodgings  in  Bath,  because  there  we 
can  be  accommodated  at  a  minute's  warn- 
ing, and  [  shall  choose  for  myself.  I  need 
not   say    vour  directions    for  drinking  an<1 
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bathincr   will  be  agreeable  to,   dear  Lewis, 
yours  ever,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

P.S.  I  forgot  to  tell  yon  that  my  right 
ankle  pits  ;  a  symptom,  as  I  take  it,  of  its 
being  edematous,  not  leiicophlegfiiatic. 


To  Miss  L.^iTiTiA  Willis,  at  Gloucester. 

Hot  Well,  April  2L 
My  Dear  Letty, — I  did  not  intend  to 
trouble  you  again  till  we  should  be  settled  at 
Bath  ;  but  having  the  occasion  of  Jarvis,  I 
coidd  not  let  it  slip,  especially  as   I   have 
something    extraordinary    to    communicate. 
(),  my  dear  companion !   what  shall   I  tell 
you]     For  several  days  past,  there  was  a 
Tcw-looking  man  that  plied  at  the  wells  with 
a  box  of  spectacles,  and  he  always  eyed  me 
so  earnestly,  that  1  began  to  be  very  uneasy. 
At  last  he  came  to  our  lodgings  at  Clifton, 
and  lingered  about  the  door,  as  if  he  wanted 
to  speak  to  somebody.     I  was  seized  with  an 
odd  kind  of  fluttering,  and  begged  Win  to 
throw  herself  in  his  way  ;  but  the  poor  girl 
has  weak  nerves,  and  was  ;'fra.id  of  his  beard. 
My  uncle,  having  occasion  for  nev/  glasses, 
called  him  up  stairs,  and  was  trying  a  pair 
of  spectacles,  when  the  man,  advancing  to 
me,  said,  in  a  whisper — O  gracious !  what 
dy'e  think  he  saidi— "  I  am  Wilson  !"     His 
features  struck  me  that  very  moment — it  was 
Wilson  sure  enough  !  but  so  disguised,  that 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  know  him, 
if  my  heart  had  not  assisted  in  the  discovery. 
I  was   surprised,  and  so  frightened,  that  I 
fainted  away,  but  soon  recovered,  and  found 
myself  supported  by  him  on  the  chair,  while 
my  uncle  was  running  about  the  room,  with 
the  spectacles  on  his  nose,  calling  for  help. 
I  had  no  opportunity  to  speak   to  him,  but 
our  looks  were  sufficiently  expressive.     He 
v,'as  paid  for  his  glasses,  and  went  away. 
Then  I  told  Win  who  he  was,  and  sent  her 
after  him  to  the  pump-room,  where  she  spoke 
to  him,  and  begged  him  in  my  name  to  with- 
draw from  the  place,  that  he  might  not  incur 
the  .suspicion  of  my  uncle  or  my  brother,  if 
he  did  not  want  to  see  me  die  of  terror  and 
vexation.     The  poor   youth  declared,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  that  he  had  something  ex- 
traordinary to  communicate,  and  asked  if  she 
would  deliver  a  letter  to  me ;  but  this  she 
absolutely    refused,  by  my  order.     Finding 
her  obstinate  in  her  refusal,  he  desired  she 
would  tell  me  that  he  was  no  longer  a  player, 
but  a  gentleman,  in  which  character  he  would 
very  soon  avow  his  passion  for  me,  without 
fear  of  censure  or  reproach.     Nay,  lie  even 
discovered  his  name  and  family,  which,  to 
my  great  grief,  the  simple  girl  forgot,  in  the 
tonfusion  occasioned  by  her  being  seen  talk- 
ing  to  him  by  my  brother,  who  stopped  her 
on   the  road,' and  asked  what  business  she 
nad  with  that  rascally  Jew.     ©lie  pretended 
she  was  cheapening  a  stay-luok  ;  ^jut  was 


thrown  into  such  a  quandary,  that  she  forgot 
the  most  material  part  of  the  information  ; 
and,  when  she  came  home,  went  into  ar 
hysteric  fit   of  laughing.     This  transaction 
happened  three  days  ago,  during  which  he  has 
not  appeared  ;  so  that  1  suppose  he  is  gone. 
Dear  Letty  !   you   sec  how  Fortune  takes 
pleasure   in    persecuting   your   poor  friend. 
If  you  should  see  him  at  Gloucester — or  if 
ycu  have  seen  him,  and  know  his  real  narna 
and  family,  pray  keep  me  no  longer  in  sus- 
pense— and  yet,  if  he  is  under  no  obligation 
to  keep  himself  longer  concealed,  and  ha.?  s 
real  affection  for  me,  I  should  hope  he  will, 
in  a  little  time,  declare  himself  to  my  rela- 
tione.    Sure,  if  there  is  nothing  unsuitable 
in  the  match,  they  won't  be  so  cruel  as  to 
thwart  my  inclinations — O,  what  happiness 
would  then  be  my  portion  !     I  can't  help  in- 
dulging  the  thought,  and  pleasing  my  fancy 
witii  such  agreeable  ideas,  which,  after  all, 
perhaps,  will  never  be  realized.     But  why 
should  I   despair]     Who   knows  what  will 
happen]     We  set  out  for  Bath  to-morrow, 
and  I  am  almost  sorry  for  it,  as  I  begin  to 
be  in  love  with  solitude,  and  this  is  a  charm- 
ing romantic  place.     The  air  is  so  pure  ;  the 
downs  are  so  agreeable  ;  the  furze  in  full  blos- 
som ;  the  ground  enamelled  with  daisies  and 
primroses  and  cowslips  ;  all  the  trees  bursting 
into  leaves,  and  the  hedges  already  clothed 
with  their  vernal  livery ;  the  mountains  co- 
vered with  flocks  of  sheep,  and  tender  bleat- 
ing, wanton  lambkins  playing,  frisking,  and 
skipping  from  side  to  side  ;   the  groves  re- 
sound with  the  notes  of  the  blackbirdv  thrush, 
and  linnet ;  and  all  night  long  sweet  Philo- 
mel  pours  forth   her  ravishingly  delightful 
song.     Then,  for  variety,  we  go  down  to  the 
nymph  of  Bristol  spring,  where  the  com- 
pany is  assembled  before  dinner ;  so  good- 
natured,  so  free,  so  easy  ;  and  there  we  drink 
the  water   so  clear,  so   pure,  so   mild,  so 
charmingly  maukish — there   the  sun    is   so 
cheerful  and  reviving,  the  weather  so  soft,  the 
walk  so  agreeable,  the  prospect  so  amusing, 
and  the  ships  and  boats  going  up  and  down 
the  river,  close  under  the  windows  of  the 
pump-room,  afford  such  an  enchanting  variety 
of  moving  pictures,  as  require  a  much  abler 
pen  than  mine  to  describe.     To  make  this 
place  a  perfect  paradise  to  me,  nothing  ia 
v/anting   but  an   agreeable  companion    and 
sincere  friend,  such  as  my  dear  Miss  Wilha 
hath  been,  and  I  hope  still  will  be?  to  her 
ever  faithful  LYDIA  MELFORD. 

Direct  for  me,  s'lU  under  cover,  to  Win, 
and  Jarvis  will  take  care  to  convey  it  safe. 
Adieu. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  of  Je.sus  Cot.- 

LEGE,  OxON. 

Bath,  April  24. 
Dear  Phillips, — You  have,  indeed,  rca. 
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Bon  to  be  surprised  tliat  I  should  have  con- 
coaled  my  correspondence  with  IMisa  Black- 
erby  iVoni  you,  to  whom  I  disclosed  all  my 
other  connections  of  lliat  nature  ;  bul  tlie 
truth  is,  I  never  dreamed  of  any  such  com- 
merce, till  your  last  informed  me  that  it  had 
produced  something  which  could  not  be  nmch 
longer  concealed.  It  is  a  lui;ky  circum- 
stance, however,  that  her  reputation  will  not 
suffer  any  detriment,  but  rather  derive  ad- 
vantage t'vom  the  discovery ;  which  will  prove, 
at  least,  that  it  is  not  quite  so  rotten  as  most 
people  imagined.  Fci-  my  own  part,  I  de- 
clare to  you,  in  all  the  sincerity  of  friend- 
fiiip,  tiuit,  far  fro:ii  having  any  amorous  in- 
tercourse with  the  object  in  question,  I  never 
had  the  least  acquaintance  with  her  person  ; 
but  if  she  is  really  in  the  condition  you  de- 
scribe, I  suspect  Mausel  to  be  at  the  bottom 
of  the  whole.  His  .visits  to  that  shrine  were 
no  secret ;  and  this  attaclunent,  added  to 
some  good  offices,  which  you  know  he  has 
done  me  since  I  left  alma  mater,  gKc  me  a 
'ight  to  believe  him  capable  of  saddling  me 
'.vith  this  scandal  when  my  back  was  turned — 
nevertheless,  if  my  name  can  be  of  any  ser- 
vice to  him,  he  is  welcome  to  make  use  of 
it ;  and,  if  the  woman  should  be  abandoned 
enough  to  swear  his  bantling  to  me,  I  must 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  conipound  with  the 
parish :  I  shall  pay  the  penalty  without  re- 
pining ;  and  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  draw 
upon  me  inmiediately  for  the  sum  required. 
On  this  occasion,  I  act  by  the  advice  of  my 
imcle,  who  says  I  shall  have  good  luck  if  I 
pass  through  life  without  being  obliged  to 
make  many  more  compositions  of  the  same 
kind.  The  old  gcutloman  told  me  last  night, 
with  great  good  humour,  that,  betwixt  the 
age  of  twenty  and  forty,  he  had  been  obliged 
to  provide  for  nine  bastards,  sworn  to  him 
by  women  whom  he  never  saw.  Mr  Bram- 
ble's  character,  which  seems  to  interest  you 
greatly,  opens  and  improves  upon  me  every 
day.  His  singularities  afford  a  rich  mine 
of  entertainment;  his  understanding,  so  far 
as  I  can  judge,  is  well  cultivated  ;  his  obser- 
vations on  life  are  equally  just,  pertinent, 
and  uncommon.  He  affects  misanthropy,  in 
order  to  conceal  the  sensibility  of  a  heart 
which  is  tender  even  to  a  degree  of  weak- 
ness. This  delicacy  of  feeling,  or  soreness 
of  the  mind,  makes  him  timorous  and  fearful ; 
but  then  he  is  afraid  of  nothing  so  much  as 
of  dishonour  ;  and  although  he  is  exceedingly 
cautious  of  giving  offence,  he  will  f,ie  at  the 
Jeast  hint  of  insolence  or  ill-breeding.  Re- 
spectable as  he  is,  upon  the  whole,  I  can't 
help  oeing  sometimes  diverted  by  his  little 
distresses,  wliich  provoke  him  to  let  fly  the 
shafts  of  liis  satire,  keen  and  penetrating  as 
the  arrows  of  Teucer.  Our  aunt  Tabitha 
acts  upon  him  as  a  perpetual  grind-stone — 
Bhe  is,  in  all  respects,  a  striking  contrast  to 
her  brother— but  I  reserve  her  portrait  for 
another  oo  ision. 


Three  days  ago  we  came  hither  from  the 
Hot  Well,  and  took  possession  of  the  first 
lloor  of  a  lodging-house  on  the  South  Parade ; 
a  situation  which  my  uncle  chose,  for  its 
being  near  the  bath,  and  remote  from  tiie 
noise  of  carriages.  He  was  scarce  warm  in 
the  lodgings,  when  he  called  for  his  nights 
cap,  his  v.'ide  shoes  and  ffaniu;!,  and  declared 
himself  invested  with  the  gout  in  his  right 
foot ;  though,  I  believe,  it  had  as  yet  reached 
no  farther  than  his  imagination.  It  was  not 
long  before  he  had  reason  to  repent  his  pre- 
mature declaration  ;  for  our  aunt  Tabitha 
found  means  to  make  such  a  clamour  and 
confusion,  before  the  flannels  could  bo  pro- 
duced from  the  trunk,  that  one  would  have 
imagined  the  house  was  on  fire.  All  this 
time  uncle  sat  boiling  with  impatience,  bi- 
ting his  fingers,  throwing  up  his  eyes,  and 
muttering  ejaculations  :  at  lengtii  he  burst 
into  a  kind  of  convulsive  laugh,  afler  which 
he  hummed  a  song;  and,  when  the  hurricane 
was  over,  exclaimed, — "  Blessed  be  God  for 
all  things!"  This,  however,  was  but  the 
beginning  of  his  troubles.  Mrs  Tabitha's 
favourite  dog  Chowder,  having  paid  his  com- 
pliments to  a  icmale  turn-spit,  of  his  own 
species,  in  the  kitchen,  involved  himself  in  a 
quarrel  with  no  fewer  than  five  rivals,  who 
set  upon  him  at  once,  and  drove  him  up 
stairs  to  the  dining-room  door,  v.'ilh  hideous 
noise  :  there  our  aunt  and  her  woman,  taking 
arms  in  his  defence,  joined  the  concert,  which 
became  truly  diabolical.  This  fray  being 
with  difficulty  suppressed,  by  the  intervention 
of  our  own  footman  and  the  cook-maid  of 
the  house,  the  squire  had  just  opened  his 
mouth  to  expostulate  with  Tabby,  when  the 
town-waits,  in  the  passage  below,  struck  up 
their  music  (if  music  it  may  be  called)  with 
such  a  sudden  burst  of  sound  as  made  him 
start  and  stare,  with  marks  of  indignation 
and  disquiet.  He  had  recollectiuii  enough 
to  send  his  servant  with  some  money,  to 
silence  those  noisy  intruders  ;  and  they  were 
immediately  dismissed,  though  not  without 
some  opposition  on  the  part  of  Tabitlia,  who 
thought  it  but  reasonable  that  he  should  have 
more  music  for  his  money.  Scarce  liad  he 
settled  this  knotty  point,  when  a  strange 
kind  of  thumping  and  bouncing  was  heard 
right  over  head,  in  the  second  story,  so  loud 
and  violent  as  to  shake  the  whole  building. 
I  own  I  was  exceedingly  provoked  at  this 
new  alarm ;  and  before  my  uncle  had  time  to 
express  himself  on  the  subject,  I  ran  up 
stairs  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  Finding 
the  room  door  open,  I  entered  witiiout  cere- 
mony, and  j)erceived  an  object,  which  I  can- 
not now  recollect  without  laugiiing  to  excess 
— it  was  a  dancing-master,  with  his  scnolar, 
in  the  act  of  teaching.  The  master  was 
blind  of  one  eye,  and  lame  of  one  foot,  and 
led  about  tiie  room  his  pupil,  who  seemed  to 
be  about  the  age  of  threescore,  stoop<.'d  mor- 
tally,    was    tall,    raw-boned,    hard-ravourtid 
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'vith  a  woollen  night-capon  his  head;  and 
fie  had  stript  off  his  coat,  that  he  might  be 
:nore  nimble  in  his  motions.  Finding  him- 
self intruded  upon  by  a  person  he  did  not 
know,  he  forthwith  girded  himself  with  a 
long  iron  sword,  and,  advancing  to  me  with 
a  peremptory  air,  pronounced,  in  a  true  Hi- 
bernian accent, — "Mister  What~d'ye-cal!um, 
by  my  shoul  and  conscience,  I  am  verj'  glad 
*,()  see  you,  if  you  are  after  coming  in  the 
way  of  friendship;  and  indeed,  and  indeed 
now,  I  believe  you  are  my  friend  sure  enough, 


pate  uncovered,  made  a  thousand  apologies 
to  the  ladies  as  he  retired. 

At  that  instant  the  abbey  bells  began  to 
ring  so  loud,  that  we  could  not  hear  one 
another  speak  ;  and  this  peal,  as  we  after- 
wards  learned,  was  for  the  honour  of  Mf 
Bullock,  an  eminent  cowkeeper  of  Totten- 
ham, who  had  just  arrived  at  Bath,  to  drink 
the  waters,  for  indigestion.  Mr  Bramble 
had  not  time  to  make  his  remarks  upon  the 
agreeable  nature  of  this  serenade,  before  his 
ears  were  saluted  with  another  concert  that 


gra,  though  I  never  had  the  honour  to  see  interested  him  more  nearly.     Two  negroes 

vour  face  before,  my  dear ;  for  because  you  that  belonged  to  a  Creole  gentleman  who 

oome  like  a  friend,  without  any  ceremony  at  lodged  in  the  same  house,  taking  their  sta- 

ail,  at  all — "     I  told  him  the  nature  of  my  tion  at  a  window  in  the  stair-case,  about  ten 


/isit  would  not  admit  of  ceremony  ;  that  I 
A?as  come  to  desire  he  would  make  less  noise, 
as  there  was  a  sick  gentleman  below,  whom 
lie  had  no  right  to  disturb  with  such  prepos- 
terous doings.     "  Why,  look  ye  now,  young 
gentleman,"  replied  this  original,  "perhaps, 
upon  another  occasion,  1  might  shivilly  re- 
quest you  to  explain  the  maining  of  that  hard 
word,  prepasterous ;  but  there's  a  tim.e  for 
ail  things,  honey — "     So  saying,  he  passed 
me  with  great  agility,   and  running   down 
stairs,  found  our  footman  at  the  dining  room 
door,  of  whom  he  demanded  admittance,  to 
pay  his  respects  to  the   stranger.      As  the 
fellow  did  not  think  proper  to  refuse  the  re- 
quest of  such  a  formidable  figure,  he  was  im- 
mediately introduced,  and  addressed  himself 
to  my  uncle  m  these  words. — "  Your  humble 
servant,  good  sir, — I  a.m  not  so  preposterous, 
as  your  son  calls  it,  but  I  know  the  rules  of 
shivility — I  am  a  poor  knight  of  Ireland,  my 
name  is  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut,  of  the  county 
of  Galway ;    being  your  fellow-lodger,  I'm 
come  to  pay  my  respects,  and  to  welcome 
you  to  the  South  Parade,  and  to   offer  my 
be.st  services  to  you,  and  your  good  lady,  and 
your  pretty  daughter;  and  even  to  the  young 
gentleman  your  son,  though  he  thinks  me  a 
prepasterozis  fellow.     You  must  know  I  am 
to  have  the  honour  to  open  a  ball,  next  door, 
to-morrow,  with  Lady  Macmanus  ;  and  being 
rusted  in  my  dancing,  I  was  refreshing  my 
memory  with  a  little  exercise  ;  but  if  I  had 
known  there  was  a  sick  person  below,  by 

C St !    I  would  sooner  have  danced    a 

hornpipe  upon  my  own  head,  than  walk  the 
softest  minuet  over  yours."  My  uncle,  who 
was  not  a  little  startled  at  his  first  appear- 
ance, received  his  compliment  with  great 
complacency,  insisted  upon  his  being  seated, 
thanked  him  for  the  honour  of  his  visit,  and 
ro|)rimandcd  ine  for  my  abrupt  expostulation 
with  a  gentleman  of  jiis  rank  and  character. 
Thus  tutored,  I  asked  pardon  of  the  knight, 
A'hiO,  fnrthvvitli  starting  up,  embraced  me  so 
close,  that  I  could  hard  y  breathe  ;  and  assu- 
red me  he  loved  me  as  his  own  soul.  At 
length,  recollecting  his  night-cap,  he  pulled 
it  off  in  some  confusion;  and,  with  his  oald 


feet  from  our  dining-roorn   door,  began  to 
practise  upon  the  French  horn  ;  and  being  in 
the  very  first  rudiments  of  execution,  produ- 
ced such  discordant  sounds,  as  might  have 
discomposed  the  organs  of  an  ass.     You  may 
guess  what  effect  they  had  upon  the  irritable 
nerves  of  uncle  ;  who,  with  the  most  admi- 
rable expression  of  splenetic  surprise  in  his 
countenance,  sent  his  man  to  silence  those 
dreadful  blasts,  and  desire  the  musicians  to 
practise  in  some  other  place,  as  they  had  no 
right  to  stand  there  and  disturb  all  the  lodg- 
ers in  the  house.     Those  sable  performers, 
far  from  taking  the  hint,  and  withdrawing, 
treated  the  messenger  with  great  insolence, 
bidding  him  carry  his  compliments  to  theii 
master.  Colonel  Rigworm,  who  would  give 
him  a  proper  answer,  and  a  good  drubbing 
into  the  bargain  :  in  the  mean  time  they  con- 
tinued their  noise,  and  even  endeavoured  to 
make  it  more  disagreeable,  laughing  between 
whiles,  at  the  thoughts  of  being  able  to  tor- 
ment their  betters  with  impunity.    Our  squire, 
incensed  at  the  additional  insult,  immediately 
dispatched  the  servant  with  his  compliments 
to    Colonel    Rigworm,    requesting    that    he 
would  order  his  blacks  to  be  quiet,  as  the 
noise  they  made  was  altogether  intolerable. 
To  this  message  the  Creole  colonel  replied, 
that  his  horns  had  a  right  to   sound   on  a 
common  stair-case ;  that  there  they  should 
play  for  his  diversion ;  and  that  those  who 
did  not  like  the  noise,  might  look  for  lodg- 
ings   elsewhere.      Mr  Bramble   no    sooner 
received  this  reply,  than  his  eyes  began  to 
glisten,  his  face  grew  pale,  and  his  teeth  chat- 
tered.    After  a  moment's  pause,  he  slipt  on 
his  shoes,  without  speaking  a  word,  or  seem- 
ing to  feel  any  farther  disturbance  from  the 
gout  in  his  toes.     Then  snatching  his  cane, 
iie  opened  the  door,  and  proceeded  to  the 
place  where  the  black  trumpeters  were  post- 
ed.      There,  without  farther  hesitation,  he 
began  to  belabour  them  both  ;  and  exerted 
himself  with   such    astonishing  vigour  and 
agility,  that  both  thcii  heads  and  horns  were 
broken  in  a  twinkling,  and  they  ran  howling 
down  stairs  to  their  master's  parlour-door. 
The  squire,  following  them  half-way,  called 
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iloiid,  that  tie  coloiu-l  miglit  liear  him, — 
"  Go,  rascals,  ami  tell  your  niaster  what  I 
have  done ;  it"  ho  thinks  hinisclf  injured,  he 
knows  where  to  come  for  satisfnol.on.  As 
for  you,  this  is  but  an  earnest  of  whii.t  you 
shall  receive,  if  ever  you  presume  to  blo.v  a 
horn  ajraiu  here,  while  I  stay  in  the  houi;e." 
So  saying,  he  retired  to  his  apartment,  in 
expectation  of  hearing  from  the  West  In- 
dian ;  but  the  colonel  prudently  declined  any 
farther  prosecution  of  the  dispute. 

My  sister  Liddy  was  frightened  into  a  fit, 
from  whicii  she  was  no  sooner  recovered 
than  Mrs  Tabitha  began  a  lecture  upon  pa- 
tience ;  which  her  brother  interrupted  wilii 
a  most  significant  grin,  exclaiming, — "  True, 
sister,  God  increase  my  patience  and  your 
discretion.  I  wonder,"  added  he,  "  what 
sort  of  a  sonata  we  are  to  expect  from  tliis 
overture,  in  which  the  devil  tiiat  presides 
over  horrid  sounds  hath  given  us  such  varia- 
tion of  discord.  The  trampling  of  porters, 
the  creaking  and  crashing  of  trunks,  the 
Knarling  of  curs,  the  scolding  of  women,  the 
squeaking  and  squalling  of  fiddles  and  haut- 
boys out  of  tune,  the  bouncing  of  the  Irish 
baronet  over  head,  and  the  bursting,  belching, 
and  brattling  of  the  French  horns  in  the  pass- 
age (not  to  mention  the  harmonious  peal 
that  still  thunders  fronr  the  abbey  steeplo), 
succeeding  one  another  witliout  interruption, 
like  the  ditferent  parts  of  the  same  conceit, 
have  given  me  such  an  idea  of  wiiat  a  potT 
invalid  has  to  expect  in  this  temple,  dedi- 
cated to  silence  and  repose,  that  I  shall  cer- 
tainly shift  my  quarters  to-morrow,  and  en- 
deavour to  effectuate  my  retreat  before  Sir 
Ulic  opens  the  ball  with  my  lady  Macmanus, 
a  conjunction  that  bodes  me  no  good."  This 
intimation  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to 
Mrs  Tabitha,  whose  ears  were  not  quite  so 
delicate  as  those  of  her  brother.  She  said  it 
would  be  great  folly  to  move  from  such 
agreeable  lodgings,  the  moment  they  were 
comfortably  settled.  She  wondered  he  should 
be  such  an  enemy  to  music  and  mirth.  She 
heard  no  noise  but  of  his  own  making ;  it 
was  impossible  to  manage  a  family  in  dumb 
siiow.  He  might  harp  as  long  as  he  pleased 
upon  her  scolding,  but  she  never  scolded 
except  for  his  advantage  ;  but  he  would 
never  be  satisfied,  even  tho'f  she  should 
sweat  blood  and  water  in  his  service.  I  have 
a  great  notion  that  our  aunt,  who  is  now  de- 
clining into  the  most  desperate  state  of  celi- 
bacy, had  formed  some  design  upon  the  heart 
of  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut,  which  she  feared 
might  be  frustrated  by  our  abrupt  departure 
from  these  lodgings.  Her  brother,  eyeing 
her  askance, — "  Pardon  me,  sister,"  said  he, 
"  I  should  be  a  savajje,  indeed,  were  I  in- 
tensible  of  my  own  felicity,  in  having  such  a 
mild,  complaisant,  gjod-humoured,  and  con- 
•ideratc  companion  and  housekeeper ;  but 
as  I  have  got  a  weak  head,  and  my  sense  of 
soaring  iti  painfully  acute,  before  f  liave  re- 
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course  to  plugs  of  wool  and  cotton,  I'll  try 
whether  I  can't  find  another  lodging,  where 
I  shall  have  more  quiet  and  less  nmsic."  He 
accordingly  dispatched  his  man  upon  this 
ser.iee ;  and  next  (]ay  he  found  a  small 
house  in  Milsham-street,  which  he  hires  by 
the  week.  Here  at  least  we  enjoy  conve- 
nience and  quiet  within  doors,  as  much  as 
Tabby's  temper  will  allow ;  but  the  squire 
still  complains  of  fiying  pains  in  the  stoniacn 
and  head,  for  which  he  bathes  and  drinkH 
the  waters.  He  is  not  so  bad,  however,  but 
that  he  goes  in  person  to  the  pump,  the 
rooms  and  the  coffee-houses,  where  he  picks 
up  continual  food  for  ridicule  and  satire.  If 
I  can  glean  any  tiling  for  your  amusement, 
either  from  his  observation  or  my  own,  you 
shall  have  it  freely,  though  I  am  afraid  it 
will  ])oorly  compensate  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing liiese  tedious  insipid  letters  of,  dear 
Phillips,  yours  always,       J.  MELFORD, 


To  Doctor  Lewis. 

Bath,  April  23. 

Deau  DocToit, — If  I  did  not  know  that 
the  exercise  of  your  profession  has  habituated 
you  to  the  hearing  of  complaints,  I  should 
make  a  conscience  cf  troubling  you  v.'ith  my 
correspondence,  which  may  be  truly  called 
Tlie  Lamentations  of  Matthew  Bramble. 
Yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  I  have  some  rignt 
to  discharge  the  overflowings  of  my  spleen 
upon  you,  whose  province  it  is  to  remove 
those  disorders  that  occasioned  it ;  and,  lei 
me  tell  you,  it  is  no  small  alleviation  of  my 
grievances,  that  I  have  a  sensible  friend,  tc 
whom  I  can  communicate  my  crusty  humours, 
which,  by  retention,  would  grow  intolerably 
acrimonious. 

You  must  know,  I  find  nothing  but  disap- 
pointment at  Bath,  which  is  so  altered,  that 
I  can  scarce  believe  it  is  the  same  place  tiiat 
I  frequented  about  thirty  years  ago.  Me- 
thinks  I  hear  you  say, — "  Altered  it  is,  with- 
out all  doubt  ;  but  tlien  it  is  altered  for  the 
belter  ;  a  truth  which,  perhaps,  you  would 
own  without  hesitation,  if  you  yourself  was 
not  altered  for  the  worse."  The  reflection 
may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  just.  The  incon- 
veniences which  I  overlooked  in  the  heyday 
of  health,  will  naturally  strike  with  exag- 
gerated impression  on  the  irritable  nerve.* 
of  an  invalid,  surprised  by  premature  old 
age,  and  shattered  with  long  suff'ering.  But, 
I  believe,  you  will  not  deny  that  this  place, 
which  Nature  and  Providence  seem  to  have 
intended  as  a  resource  from  distemper  and 
disquiet,  is  become  the  very  centre  of  racket 
and  dissipation.  Instead  of  that  pofice,  tran- 
quillity, and  case,  so  necessary  to  those  who 
labour  under  bad  health,  weak  nerves,  and 
irregular  spirits,  here  we  have  nothing  but 
noise,  tumult,  and  hurry,  with  the  fatigue 
and   slavery   of  maintaining  a   ceremonia" 


32G 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


more  fctiff,  formal,  and   oppressive,  than  the 
etiquette  of  a  German  elector.     A  national 
hospital  it  may  be ;  but  one  would  imagine, 
Uiat  none  but  lunatic:;   are  admitted  ;  and, 
wrulj',  I  will  give  you  leave  to  call  me  so,  if 
[   stay   much   longer  at  Bath.    But   I  shall 
(ake  another  opportunity  to  explain  my  sen- 
timents at  greater  length  on  this  subject.    I 
was  impatient  to  see  the  boasted  improve- 
ments in  architecture,  for  which  the  upper 
Darts  of  the  town  have  been  so  much  cele- 
brated, and  t'other  day  I  made  a  circuit  of 
all  the  new  buildings.     The  square,  though 
irregular,  is,  on  the  whole,  pretty  well  laid 
out.  spacious,  open,   and  airy  ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,    by   far  the    most  wholesome   and 
agreeable   situation  in  Bath,   especially  the 
upper  side  of  it ;  but  the  avenues  to  it  are 
mean,    dirty,  dangerous    and   indirect.     Its 
communication  with  the  baths   is   through 
the  yard  of  an  inn,  where  the  poor  trembling 
valetudinarian  is  carried  in  a  chair,  betwixt 
the  heels  of  a  double  row  of  horses,  wincing 
under  the  curry-combs  of  grooms  and  postil- 
ions, over  and  above  the  hazard  of  being  ob- 
structed,  or    overturned   by  the    carriages 
jvhich  are  continually  making  their  exit  or 
iheir  entrance.     I  suppose,  after  some  chair- 
men  shall  have  been    maimed,   and   a  few 
lives  lost  by  those  accidents,  the  corporation 
will  think,   in    earnest,    about   providing  a 
more  safe  and  commodious  passage.     The 
circus  is  a  pretty  bauble,  contrived  for  show, 
and  looks  like  Vespasian's  ampitheatre  turn- 
ed outside  in.     If  we  consider  it  in  point  of 
magnificence,   the    great   number  of  small 
doors  belonging  to  the  separate  houses,  the 
inconsiderable  height  of  the  different  orders, 
the   affected  ornaments    of  the   architrave, 
which  are  both  childish  and  misplaced,  and 
the    areas    projecting   into   the   street,  sur- 
rounded with  iron  rails,  destroy  a  good  part 
of  its  effect  upon  the  eye  ;  and,  perhaps,  we 
Bhall  find  it  still  more  defective,  if  we  view 
it  in  the  light  of  convenience.     The  figure  of 
each  separate  dwelling-house,  being  the  seg- 
ment of  a  circle,  must  spoil  the  symmetry 
of  the  rooms,  by  contracting  them  towards 
the  street   windows,   and  leaving   a   larger 
sweep  in  the  space  behind.     If,  instead  of 
the  areas,  and  iron  rails,  which  seem  to  be 
of  very  little  use,  there  had  been  a  corridor 
with  arcades  all  round,  as  in  Covent-garden, 
the    appearance    of  the  whole  would    have 
been  more  magnificent  and  striking ;  those 
arcades  would   have  afforded   an   agreeable 
covered  walk,  and  sheltered  the  poor  chair- 
men and  their  carriages  from  the  rain,  which 
IS  here  almost  perpetual.     At  present,  the 
chairs   stand    soaking  in  the   streets,    from 
morning  to  night,  till  they  become  so  many 
boxes  of  wet  leather,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
gouty  and  rheumatic,  who  are  transported 
in  them  from  place  to  place.     Indeed,  this 
is  a  shocking  inconvenience,  that  extends 
aver  the  whole  city  ;  and  I  am  persuaded  it 


produces  infinite  mischief  to  the  delicate  nnd 
infirm  ;  even  the  close  chairs  contrived  for 
the  sick,  by  standing  in  the  open  air,  have 
their  frieze  linings  impregnated,  like  so 
many  sponges,  with  the  moisture  of  the 
atmosphere  ;  and  those  cases  of  cold  vapour 
must  give  a  cliarming  check  to  the  perspira- 
tion of  a  patient,  piping  hot  from  the  bath, 
with  all  his  pores  wide  open. 

But  to  return  to  the  circus.  It  is  incon 
venient  from  its  situation,  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance from  all  the  markets,  baths  and  places 
of  public  entertainment.  The  only  entrance 
to  it,  through  Gay-street,  is  so  ditficult,  steep, 
and  slippery,  that,  in  wet  weather  it  must  be 
exceedingly  dangerous,  both  for  those  that 
ride  in  carriages  and  those  that  walk  a-foot ; 
and  when  the  street  is  covered  with  snow, 
as  it  was  for  fifteen  days  successively  this 
very  winter,  I  don't  see  how  any  individual 
could  go  either  up  or  down  without  the  most 
imminent  hazard  of  broken  bones.  In  blow- 
ing weather,  I  am  told,  most  of  the  houses 
on  this  hill  are  smothered  with  smoke  stuffed 
down  the  chimneys  by  the  gusts  of  wind, 
reverberated  from  "the  hill  behind,  which  (1 
appreiiend  likewise)  must  render  the  atmos- 
phere here  more  humid  and  unwholesome 
than  it  is  in  the  square  below  :  for  the  clouds 
formed  by  the  constant  evaporation  from  the 
baths  and  rivers  in  the  bottom,  will,  in  their 
ascent  this  way,  be  first  attracted  and  detain- 
ed by  the  hill  that  rises  close  behind  the  cir- 
cus, and  load  the  air  with  a  perpetual  suc- 
cession of  vapours  ;  this  point,  however,  may 
be  easily  ascertained  by  means  of  an  hygro- 
meter, or  a  paper  of  salt  of  tartar  exposed  to 
the  action  of  the  atmosphere.  The  same 
artist  who  planned  the  circus,  has  likewise 
projected  a  crescent ;  when  that  is  finished, 
we  shall  probably  have  a  star  ;  and  those  who 
are  living  thirty  years  hence,  may  perhaps 
see  all  the  signs  of  the  zodiac  exhibited  in 
architecture  at  Bath.  These,  however  fan- 
tastical, are  still  designs  that  denote  some 
ingenuity  and  knowledge  in  the  architect  ; 
but  the  rage  of  building  has  laid  hold  on  such 
a  number  of  adventurers,  that  one  sees  new 
houses  starting  up  in  every  outlet  and  every 
corner  of  Batii  ;  contrived  without  judgment, 
executed  without  solidity,  and  stuck  togeth- 
er with  so  little  regard  to  plan  and  propriety, 
that  the  different  lines  of  the  new  rows  and 
buildings  interfere  with,  and  intersect  one 
another  in  every  different  angle  of  conjimc- 
tion.  They  look  like  the  wreck  of  streets 
and  squares  disjointed  by  an  earthquake, 
which  hath  broken  the  ground  into  a  variety 
of  holes  and  hillocks  ;  or,  as  if  some  Gothic 
devil  had  stuffed  them  altogether  in  a  bag, 
and  lefl  them  to  stand  hig<jledy-piggledy, 
just  as  chance  directed.  What  sort  of  a 
monster  Bath  will  become  in  a  few  years, 
with  those  growing  excrescences,  may  be 
easily  conceived  ;  but  the  want  of  btaiity 
and  proportion  is  not  the  worst  efibct  of 
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ibese  new  mansions  ;  tliey  arc  built  eo  slight, 
with  the  soft  cruinblin<r  Btouo  found  in  this 
neighbourhood,  that  1  should  never  sleep  qui- 
etly in  one  of  them,  when  it  blowcd  (as  the 
sailors  say)  a  capful  of  wind  ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  my  hind,   Roger  Williams,   or 
any  man  of  equal  strength,  would  be  able  to 
push  his  foot  tlirough  the  strongest  part  of 
iiieir  walls,  without  any  great  exertion  of  his 
muscles.      All  these  absurdities   arise  from 
the  general  tide  of  luxury  which  Iiath  over- 
spread the  nation,  and  swept  away  all,  even 
the  very  dregs  of  tiie  people.    Every  upstart 
of  fortune,  harnessed  in  the  trappings  of  the 
mode,  presents  himself  at  Bath,  as  in  the 
very  focus  of  observation.     Clerks  and  fac- 
tors from  the  East  Indies,  loaded   with  the 
spoil  of  plundered  provinces  ;  planters,   ne- 
gro-drivers, and  hucksters,  from  our  Ameri- 
can plantations,  enriched  they  know  not  how ; 
agents,  commissaries,  and  contractors,  who 
have  fattened,  in  two  successive  wars,  on 
the  blood  of  the  nation  ;  usurers,  brokers, 
and  jobbers  of  every  kind  ;  men  of  low  birth 
and  no  breeding,  have  found  themselves  sud- 
denly translated  into  a  state  of  affluence, 
unknown  to  former  ages ;  and  no  wonder 
that  their  brains  should  be  intoxicated  with 
pride,  vanity  and  presumption.      Knowing 
no  other  criterion  of  greatness  but  tlie  osten- 
tation of  wealth,  they  discharge  their  afflu- 
ence without  taste  or  conduct,  through  every 
channel  of  the  most  absurd  extravagance  ; 
and  all  of  them  hurry  to  Bath,  because  here, 
witiiout  any   farther  qualification,  they  can 
mingle  with  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the  land. 
Even  the  wives  and  daughters  of  low  trades- 
men,  who,  like   shovel-nosed  sharks,   prey 
upon  the  blubber  of  these  uncouth  whales  of 
fortune,  are  infected  with  the  same  rage  of 
displaying  their  importance  ;  and  the  slight- 
3st  indisposition  serves  them  for  a  pretext  to 
insist  upon  being  conveyed  to  Bath,  where 
they  may  hobble  country-dances  and  cotilli- 
ons among  lordlings,    squires,   counsellors, 
and  clergy.     These  delicate  creatures  from 
Bedfordbury,  Butcher-row,  Crutched-Friars, 
and    Botolph-lane,    cannot   breathe    in    the 
gross  air  of  the  lower  town,  or  conform  to 
the  vulgar  rules  of  a  common  lodging  house; 
the  husband,  therefore,  must  provide  an  en- 
lire  house  or  elegant  apartments,  in  the  new 
buildings.     Such  is  the  composition  of  what 
is  called  the  fashionable  company  at  Bath  ; 
where  a  very  inconsiderable  proportion  of 
genteel  people  are  lost  in  a  mob  of  impudent 
picbians,    who  have   neither   understanding 
nor  judgment,  nor  the  least  idea  of  propriety 
and  decorum  ;   and  seem  to  enjoy  nothing 
so  much  as  an  opportunity  of  insulting  their 
lH?tters. 

Thus  the  number  of  people  and  the  num- 
ber of  houses  continue  to  increase  ;  and  this 
will  ever  be  the  case,  till  the  streams  that 
ewell  this  irresistible  torrent  of  fljlly  and  ex- 
travagance,  shall   either  be  exhausted,    or 


turned  into  other  channels,  by  incidents  and 
events  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  foresee. 
This,  I  own,  is  a  subject  on  which  I  cannot 
write  with  any  degree  of  patience  :  for  the 
mob  is  a  monster  I  never  could  abide,  either 
in  its  head,  tail,  midriff  or  members  ;  I  de- 
test the  wi.ole  of  it  as  a  mass  of  ignorance, 
presumption,  malice  and  brutality'^;  and  in 
this  term  of  reprobation  1  include,  without 
respect  of  rank,  station  or  (piality,  all  those 
'A'  both  sexes  who  affect  its  manners  and 
court  Its  society. 

But  I  have  written  till  my  fingers  are 
crampt ;  and  my  nausea  begins  to  return. — 
By  your  advice,  I  sent  to  London  a  few  days 
ago  for  half  a  pound  of  ginseng ;  though  1 
doubt  much  wliether  that  which  comes  from 
America  is  equally  efficacious  with  what  is 
brought  from  the  East  Indies.  Some  years 
ago  a  friend  of  mine  paid  sixteen  guineas  for 
two  ounces  of  it ;  and  in  six  montlis  after  it 
was  sold  in  the  same  shop  for  five  shillings 
the  pound.  In  short,  we  live  in  a  vile  world 
of  fraud  and  sophistication  ;  so  that  I  know 
nothing  of  equal  value  with  the  genuine 
friendship  of  a  sensible  man  ;  a  rare  jewel ! 
which  I  cannot  help  thinking  myself  in  pos- 
session of,  while  I  repeat  the  old  declaration, 
that  I  am,  as  usual,  dear  Lewis, 

Your  affectionate 

M.  BRAMBLE. 
_  After  having  been  agitated  in  a  short  hur- 
ricane, on  my  first  arrival,  I  have  taken  a 
small  house  in  Milsham  Street,  where  I  am 
tolerably  well  lodged  for  five  guineas  a  week. 
I  was  yesterday  at  the  pump-room,  and 
drank  about  a  pint  of  the  water,  which 
seems  to  agree  with  my  stomach ;  and  to- 
morrow morning  I  shall  bathe  for  the  first 
time ;  so  that,  in  a  few  posts,  you  may  expect 
further  trouble.  Meanwhile,  I  am  glad  to 
find  th.at  the  inoculation  hag  succeeded  so 
well  with  poor  Joyce,  and  that  her  face  will 
be  but  little  marked.  If  my  friend  Sir  Tho- 
mas was  a  single  man,  I  would  not  trust  such 
a  handsome  wench  in  his  family;  but  as  I 
have  recommended  her,  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, to  the  protection  of  Lady  G ,  who 

is  one  of  the  best  women  in  the  world,  she 
may  go  tliither  without  hesitation,  as  soon 
as  she  is  quite  recovered,  and  fit  for  service 
— let  her  mother  have  money  to  provide  her 
with  necessaries,  and  she  may  ride  behind 
her  brother  on  Bucks  •  but  you  must  lay 
strong  injunctions  on  Jack,  to  take  particu 
lar  ere  of  the  trusty  old  veteran,  who  ha* 
faithfully  earned  his  present  ease  by  his  past 
services. 


To  Miss  Wim.is,  at  Gloucestek. 

Bath,  April  26. 
My   Dearest    Companion, — The    plea- 
sure I  received  from  yours,  when  it  came  to 
h-vud  yesterday,  is  not  to  be  e.^pressed.    I.ovc 
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and  friendship  arc,  without  doubt,  charming 
passions ;  which  absence  serves  only  to 
heighten  and  improve.  Your  kind  present 
of  the  garnet  bracelets  I  shall  keep  as  care- 
fully as  I  preserve  my  own  life  ;  and  I  beg 
you  will  accept,  in  return,  of  my  heart-house- 
wife, with  the  tortoise-shell  memorandum- 
book,  as  a  trifling  pledge  of  my  unalterable 
affection. 

Bath  is  to  me  a  new  world — all  is  gaiety, 
good-humour  and  diversion.  The  eye  is 
:;ontinua!!y  entertained  with  the  splendour 
of  dress  and  equipage,  and  the  ear  with  the 
sound  of  coaches,  chaises,  chairs  and  other 
carriages.  The  merry  bells  ring  round, 
from  morn  till  night.  Then  we  are  welcomed 
by  the  city  waits  in  our  own  lodgings  :  we 
have  music  in  the  pump-room  every  morning, 
cotillions  every  forenoon  in  the  rooms,  balls 
twice  a-week,  and  concerts  every  other 
night ;  besides  private  assemblies,  and  par- 
ties without  number.  As  soon  as  we  were 
settled  in  lodgings,  we  were  visited  by  the 
master  of  the  ceremonies  ;  a  pretty  little 
gentleman,  so  sweet,  so  fine,  so  civil,  and 
polite,  that  in  our  country  he  might  pass  for 
the  prince  of  Wales ;  then  he  talks  so 
charmingly,  both  in  verse  and  prose,  that  you 
would  be  delighted  to  hear  him  discourse  : 
for  you  must  know  he  is  a  great  writer,  and 
has  got  five  tragedies  ready  for  the  stage. 
He  did  us  the  favour  to  dine  with  us,  by  my 
uncle's  invitation  ;  and  next  day  squired  my 
aunt  and  me  to  every  part  of  Bath,  which,  to 
lie  sure,  is  an  earthly  paradise.  The  square, 
the  circus,  and  the  parades,  put  me  in  mind 
of  the  sumptuous  palaces  represented  in 
l)rints  and  pictures  ;  and  the  new  buildings, 
such  as  Prince's  Row,  Harlequin's  Row, 
Bladud's  Row,  and  twenty  other  rows,  like 
so  many  enchanted  castles  raised  on  hang- 
ing terraces. 

At  eight  in  the  morning  we  go  in  disha- 
bille to  the  pump-room,  which  is  crowded 
like  a  Welsh  fair;  and  there  you  see  the 
highest  quality  and  the  lowest  tradesfolks 
jostling  each  other  without  ceremony, — 
hail  fellow  !  well  met !  The  noise  of  the 
music  playing  in  the  gallery,  the  heat  and 
flavour  of  such  a  crowd,  and  the  hum  and 
buzz  of  their  conversation,  gave  me  the 
headach  and  vertigo  the  first  day ;  but  after- 
wards all  these  things  became  familiar,  and 
even  agreeable.  Right  under  the  pump-room 
windows  is  tlie  king's  bath  ;  a  huge  cistern, 
where  you  see  the  patients  up  to  their  necks 
in  hot  water.  The  ladies  wear  jackets  and 
petticoats  of  brown  linen,  with  chip  hats,  in 
which  they  fix  theirhandkerchiefs  towipe  the 
-weat  from  their  faces;  but,  truly,  whether 
]t  IS  owing  to  the  steam  that  surrounds 
them,  or  the  heat  of  Ihe  water,  or  the  nature 
of  the  dress,  or  to  all  these  causes  together, 
ihey  .ook  so  flushed  and  so  frightful,  that  I 
always  turn  my  eyes  another  way.  My 
aunt,   who  saya   every   person   of    fashion 


should  make  her  appeara'ice  in  the  bath,  aa 
well  as  in  the  abbey  church,  contrived  a  cap 
with  cherry-coloured  ribbons  to  suit  her  com- 
plexion, and  obliged  Win  to  attend  her  yes- 
terday morning  in  the  water.  But,  really, 
her  eyes  were  so  red,  that  they  made  mine 
water  as  I  viewed  her  from  the  pump-room  ; 
and  as  for  poor  Win,  who  wore  a  hat  trim- 
med with  blue,  what  betwixt  her  wan  com- 
plexion and  her  fear,  she  looked  like  the  ghost 
of  some  pale  maiden,  who  had  drowned 
herself  for  love.  When  she  came  out  of 
the  bath,  she  took  assafoetida  drops,  and  was 
fluttered  all  day,  so  that  we  could  hardly 
keep  her  from  going  into  hysterics  :  but  her 
mistress  says  it  will  do  her  good,  and  poor 
Win  courtesies  with  the  tears  in  her  eyes. 
For  my  part,  I  content  myself  with  drinking 
about  half  a  pint  of  the  water  every  morning. 

The  pumper,  with  his  wife  and  servant, 
attend  in  a  bar  ;  and  the  glasses,  of  different 
sizes,  stand  ranged  in  order  before  them,  so 
you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  point  at  that 
which  you  choose,  and  it  is  filled  immediately, 
hot  and  sparkling  from  the  pump.  It  is  the 
only  hot  water  I  could  ever  drink  without 
being  sick.  Far  from  having  that  effect,  it 
is  rather  agreeable  to  the  taste,  grateful  to 
the  stomach,  and  reviving  to  the  spirits. 
You  cannot  imagine  what  w^onderful  cures  it 
performs.  My  uncle  began  with  it  the  other 
day ;  but  he  made  wry  faces  in  drinking, 
and  I  am  afraid  he  will  leave  it  off.  The 
first  day  we  came  to  Bath  he  fell  into  a  vio- 
lent passion,  beat  two  blackamoors,  and  1 
was  afraid  he  would  have  fought  with  their 
master  ;  but  the  stranger  proved  a  peaceable 
man.  To  be  sure,  the  gout  had  got  into  his 
head,  as  my  aunt  observed ;  but,  I  believe, 
his  passion  drove  it  away,  for  he  has  been 
remarkably  Vv^ell  ever  since.  It  is  a  thousand 
pities  he  should  ever  be  troubled  with  that 
ugly  distemper :  for,  when  he  is  free  from 
pain,  he  is  the  best  tempered  man  upon  earth ; 
so  gentle,  so  generous,  so  charitable,  that  every 
body  loves  him  ;  and  so  good  to  me  in  partic- 
ular, that  I  shall  never  be  able  to  show  the  deep 
sense  I  have  of  his  tenderness  and  affection. 

Hard  by  the  pump-room  is  a  coffee-house 
for  the  ladies  ;  but  my  aunt  says,  young 
girls  are  not  admitted,  inasmuch  as  the  con- 
vcnsation  turns  upon  politics,  scandal,  philo- 
sophy, and  other  subjects  above  our  capacity; 
but  we  are  allowed  to  accompany  them  to 
the  bookseller's  shops,  which  are  charming 
places  of  resort,  where  we  read  novels,  plays, 
pamphlets,  and  newspapers,  for  so  small  a 
subscription  as  a  crown  a  quarter ;  and  ia 
these  offices  of  intelligence  (as  my  brother 
calls  them),  all  the  reports  of  the  day,  and 
all  the  private  transactions  of  the  bath,  ar« 
first  entered  and  discussed.  From  the  book- 
seller's shop  we  make  a  tour  through  the 
milliners  and  toymen,  and  commonly  stop  at 
Mr  Gill's  the  pastry-cook,  to  take  a  jelly,  a 
tart,  or  a  small  basin  of  vermicelli.     Tii«« 
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is,  moreover,  another  place  of  entertainment 
on  the  other  side  of  tlie  water,  opposite  to 
the  grove,  to  which  tlic  company  cross  over 
in  a  boat.  It  is  called  Spring  Gardens  ;  a 
6\veet  retreat,  laid  onl  in  walks  and  ponds 
and  parterres  of  Howcrs  :  and  there  is  a  long 
room  for  breakfastingand  dancing.  As  the  si- 
tuation is  low  and  damp,  and  tiie  season  has 
been  remarkably  wet,  my  uncle  won't  sntl'er 
me  to  go  thither,  lest  I  should  catch  cold  : 
but  my  aunt  says  it  is  all  a  vulgar  prejudice  ; 
and,  to  be  sure,  a  great  many  gentlemen  and 
ladies  of  Ireland  frequent  tiie  place,  without 
eceming  to  be  the  worse  for  it.  They  say, 
dancing  at  Spring  Gardens,  where  the  air  is 
moist,  is  recommended  to  them  as  an  excel- 
lent cure  for  the  rheumatism.  I  have  been 
twice  at  the  play,  where,  notwithstanding 
the  excellence  of  the  performers,  the  gaiety 
of  the  company,  and  the  decorations  o.f  the 
theatre,  which  are  very  fine,  I  could  not  help 
reflecting  with  a  sigh,  upon  our  poor  homely 
representations  at  Gloucester.  But  this  in 
confidence  to  my  dear  Willis.  You  know  my 
heart,  and  will  excuse  its  weakness. 

After  all,  the  great  scenes  of  entertain- 
ment at  Bath  are  the  two  public  rooms, 
where  the  company  meet  alternately  every 
evening.  They  are  spacious,  lofty,  and, 
when  lighted  up,  appear  very  striking.  They 
are  generally  crowded  witli  well-dressed  peo- 
ple, who  drink  tea  in  .separate  parties,  play 
at  cards,  walk,  or  sit  and  chat  together,  just 
as  they  are  disposed.  Twice  a-week  there 
is  a  ball,  the  expense  of  which  is  defrayed 
by  a  voluntary  subscription  among  the  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  every  subseriber  has  three  tick- 
ets. I  was  there  P'riday  last  witii  my  aunt, 
under  the  care  of  my  brother,  who  is  a  sub- 
=t;riber ;  and  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut  recom- 
mended his  nephew.  Captain  O'Donaglian, 
to  me  as  a  partner ;  but  Jerry  excused  him- 
self, by  saying  I  had  got  the  headach  ;  and 
indeed  it  was  really  so,  though  I  can't  ima- 
gine how  he  knew  it.  The  place  was  so 
hot,  and  the  smell  so  different  from  what  Vv'e 
are  used  to  in  the  country,  that  I  was  quite 
feverish  when  we  came  away.  Aunt  says  it 
IB  the  effect  of  a  vulgar  constitution,  reared 
ajnong  woods  and  mountains  ;  and  that,  as  I 
become  accustomed  to  genteel  company,  it 
will  wear  off".  Sir  Ulic  was  very  complai- 
sant, made  her  a  great  many  high-flown  com- 
pliments, and,  when  we  retired,  handed  her 
with  great  ceremony  to  her  chair.  The 
captain,  I  believe,  would  have  done  me  the 
same  favour;  but  my  brother,  seeing  him 
advance,  took  me  under  his  arm,  and  wished 
him  good  night.  The  captain  is  a  pretty 
man,  lo  be  sure  ;  tall  and  straight,  and  well 
made,  with  light  grey  eyes,  and  a  Roman 
nose ;  but  there  is  a  certain  boldness  in  his 
look  and  manner  that  puts  one  out  of  coun- 
tenance. But  I  am  afraid  I  have  put  you  out 
of  all  patience  with  tliis  long  unconnected 
scrawl ;  which  I  shall  therefore  conclude, 
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with  assuring  you,  that  neithci  Bath,  not 
London,  nor  all  the  diversions  cf  life,  shall 
ever  bo  able  to  efface  the  idea  of  my  dear 
Letty,  from  the  heart  of  her  ever  affectionate 
LYDIA  MELFORD. 


To   M«9  Maiiy  Jones,  at  Buamoleton. 

II\LL. 

Dear  Molly  Jones, — Heaving  got  a 
frank,  I  now  return  your  fever,  which  I  re- 
ceived by  Mr  Iliggiiis  at  the  hot-well,  to- 
gethcr  with  the  stockings  which  his  wife 
footed  for  me  ;  but  now  they  arc  of  no  ser- 
vice. No  body  wears  such  things  in  this 
place.  O  Molly  !  you  that  live  in  the  coun- 
try have  no  deception  of  our  doings  at  Bath. 
Here  is  such  dressing,  and  fiddling,  and  danc- 
ing, and  gadding,  and  courting,  and  plotting — 

0  gracious  !  If  God  had  not  given  me  a  good 
stock  of  discretion,  what  a  power  of  things 
might  I  not  reveal,  concerning  old  mistress 
and  young  mistress ;  Jews  with  beards  that, 
were  no  Jews,  but  handsome  Christians, 
without  a  hair  upon  their  sin,  strolling  witii 
spectacles,  to  get  speech  of  Miss  Liddy. 
But  she's  a  dear  sweet  soul,  as  innocent  as 
the  child  unborn.  She  has  tould  me  all  her 
inward  thoughts,  and  disclosed  her  passion 
for  Mr  Wilson ;  and  that's  not  his  name 
neither ;  and  tho'f  he  acted  among  the  player- 
men,  he  is  meat  for  their  masters  ;  and  she 
has  gi'en  me  her  yellow  trolopea,  which 
Mrs  Drab,  the  manty-maker,  says  will  look 
very  well  when  it  is  scowrud  and  smoaked 
with  silfur — you  knows  as  how  yallow  fills 
my  fizzogmony.     God  he  knows  what  havoc 

1  shall  make  among  the  mail  sex,  when  I 
make  my  first  appearance  in  this  killing  col- 
lar, with  a  full  soot  of  gaze,  as  good  as  nev.', 
that  I  bought  last  Friday  of  Madam  Fripo- 
neau,  the  French  mullaner.  Dear  girl,  I 
have  seen  all  the  fine  shows  of  Bath  ;  the 
prades,  the  squires,  and  tiie  circlis,  the 
crashit,  the  hotogon,  and  Bloody  Buildings, 
and  Harry  King's  Row;  and  I  have  been 
twice  in  the  bath  witli  mistress,  and  n'ar  a 
smoak  upon  our  backs,  hussy.  The  first 
time  I  was  mortally  afraid,  and  flustered  all 
day,  and  afterwards  made  believe  that  I  had 
got  the  heddic  ;  but  mistress  said,  if  I  didn't 
go,  I  should  take  a  dose  of  bumtafiy  ;  and  so 
remembering  how  it  worked  Mrs  Gwyllim  a 
pennorth,  I  chose  rather  to  go  again  with 
lier  into  the  bath,  and  then  t  met  with  an 
axident.  I  dropt  my  petticoat,  and  could 
not  get  it  up  from  the  bottom — but  what  did 
that  signify? — they  moiight  laff,  but  they 
could  see  nothing;  for  I  was  up  to  the  ein 
in  water.  To  be  sure,  it  threw  me  into  such 
a  gumbustion,  tiiat  I  know  not  what  I  said,  nor 
what  I  did,  nor  how  they  got  me  out,  and  wrapt 
me  in  a  blanket — Mrs  Tabitha  ecoulded  a 
little  when  we  got  home  ;  but  she  knows  as  1 
knows  what's  what — Ah,  Laud  help  you '  - 
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Tliore  is  Sir  'i'uri  Mickligut,  of  Balnaclinch, 
ir  the  county  of  Kalloway — I  took  down  the 
name  from  his  gentleman,  Mr  O  Frizzle, 
md  he  has  got  an  estate  of  fifteen  hundred 
a-year — I  am  sure  he  is  both  rich  and  gene- 
'ous.  But  you  nose,  Molly,  I  was  always 
tamous  for  keeping  secrets  ;  and  so  he  was 
very  safe  in  trusting  me  witli  his  flegm  for 
mistress,  which,  to  be  sure,  is  very  honour- 
able ;  for  Mr  O  Frizzle  assures  me,  he  values 
not  her  portion  a  brass  varthing — and,  in- 
deed, what's  poor  ten  thousand  pounds  to  a 
itaron-knight  of  his  fortune?  and,  truly,  I  told 
Mr  ()  Frizzle  that  was  all  she  had  to  trust 
to.  As  for  John  Thomas,  he's  a  morass 
fellor — I  vow  I  thought  he  would  a  fit  with 
Mr  O  Frizzle,  because,  he  axed  me  to  dance 
v.'ith  him  at  Spring  Garden — but  God  he 
knows  I  have  no  thought  eyther  of  wan 
cr  t'other. 

As  for  house  news,  the  worst  is.  Chowder 
has  fallen  off  greatly  from  his  stomick — he 
eats  nothing  but  white  meats,  and  not  much 
of  that ;  and  wheezes  and  seems  to  be  much 
bloated.  The  doctors  think  he  is  threatened 
with  a  dropsy — Parson  Marrowfat,  who  has 
Cfut  the  same  disorder,  finds  great  benefit 
from  the  waters  ;  but  Chowder  seems  to  like 
them  no  better  than  the  squire  ;  and  mistress 
says,  if  Iris  case  don't  take  a  favourable  turn, 
she  will  certainly  carry  him  to  Aberga'nny 
to  drink  goat's  whey — to  be  sure,  the  poor 
dear  honymil  is  lost  for  want  of  axercise ; 
tor  which  reason  she  intends  to  give  him  an 
airing  once  a-day  upon  the  downs  in  a  post- 
chaise.  I  have  already  made  very  creditable 
.  orrexions  in  this  here  place,  where,  to  be 
sure,  we  have  the  very  squintaserice  of  satiety 
— Mrs  Patciier,  My  Lady  Kilmacullock's 
woman,  and  L  are  sworn  sisters.  She  has 
shown  me  all  her  secrets,  and  learned  me  to 
wash  gaze,  and  refrash  rusty  silks,  and  bum- 
beseens,  by  boiling  them  with  winegar,  cham- 
berlaye,  and  stale  beer.  My  short  sack  and 
apron  luck  as  good  as  new  from  the  shop, 
and  my  pumpy-door  as  fresh  as  a  rose,  by 
tlie  help  of  turtle-water — but  this  is  all  Greek 
and  Latten  to  you,  Molly.  If  we  should 
come  to  Aberga'nny,  you'll  be  within  a  day's 
ride  of  us  ;  and  then  wc  si)all  see  wan  an- 
other, please  God.  If  not,  remember  me  in 
your  prayers,  as  I  shall  do  by  yon  in  mine  : 
and  take  care  of  my  kitten,  and  give  my  kind 
=arvice  to  Saul ;  and  this  is  all  at  present, 
from  your  beloved  friend  and  sarvent, 

WLXIFRED  JENKLNS. 

Bath,  April  2G. 


I'o  Mrs  Gwylmm,  Housekeeper  at 

BRAMnLETON-HALL. 

I  am  astonished  that  Dr  Lewis  should  take 
upon  him  to  give  away  Alderney,  without 
my  privity  and  concurrants.  What  signifies 
my  brother's   order? — my  brotier  is  little 


better  than  noncompush.  He  would  give 
away  the  shirt  off  his  back,  and  the  teeth  out 
of  his  head  ;  nay,  as  for  that  matter,  ha 
would  have  ruinated  the  family  with  his  ridi- 
culous charities,  if  it  had  not  been  for  my 
four  quarters.  What,  between  his  wilfulness 
and  his  waste,  his  trumps  and  his  frenzy,  1 
lead  the  life  of  an  indented  slave.  Alderney 
gave  four  gallons  a-day  ever  since  the  calf 
was  sent  to  market.  There  is  so  much  milk 
out  of  my  dairy,  and  the  press  must  stand 
still: — but  I  won't  loose  a  cheese-paring; 
and  the  milk  shall  bo  made  good,  if  the  sar- 
vants  should  go  v/ithout  butter.  If  they 
must  needs  have  butter,  let  them  make  it  of 
sheep's  milk  ;  but  then  my  wool  will  suffer 
for  want  of  grace ;  so  that  I  must  be  a  loser 
on  all  sides.  Well,  patience  is  like  a  stout 
Welsh  pimey  ;  it  bears  a  good  deal,  and  trots 
a  great  way,  but  it  will  tire  at  the  long  run. 

■ Before   its  long,  perhaps   I  may  show 

Matt  that  I  was  not  born  to  be  the  household 
drudge  to  my  dying  day.  Gwyn  rites  from 
Crickhowel,  that  the  price  of  flannel  is  fallen 
three  farthings  an  ell ;  and  that's  another 
good  penny  out  of  my  pocket.  When  I  go 
to  market  to  sell,  my  commodity  stinks ;  but 
when  I  want  to  buy  the  commonest  thing, 
the  owner  pricks  it  up  under  my  nose,  and  it 
can't  be  had  for  love  nor  money — I  think 
every  thing  runs  cross  at  Brambleton-hall. 
You  say  the  gander  has  broke  the  eggs, 
which  is  a  phinumcnon  I  don't  understand  ; 
for,  when  the  fox  carried  off  the  old  goose 
last  year,  he  took  her  place,  and  hatched  the 
eggs,  and  partectedthe  goslings  like  a  tender 
parent.  "Then  you  tell  me  the  thunder  has 
soured  two  barrels  of  bear  in  the  seller.  But 
how  the  thunder  should  get  there,  when  the 
seller  was  double  locked,  I  can't  compre- 
hend. Howsomever,  I  won't  have  the  bear 
thrown  out  till  I  see  it  with  mine  own  eyes. 
Perhaps  it  will  recover — at  least  it  will  serve 
for  vinegar  to  the  sarvants.  You  may  leave 
off  the  fires  in  my  brother's  chamber  and 
mine,  as  it  is  unsartin  when  we  return.  I 
hope,  Gwyllim,  you'll  take  care  there  is  no 
waste  ;  and  have  an  eye  to  the  maids,  and 
keep  them  to  their  spinning.  I  think  they 
may  go  very  well  without  bear  in  hot  wea- 
ther— it  serves  only  to  inflame  the  blood,  and 
set  them  agog  after  the  men :  water  will 
make  them  fair,  and  keep  them  cool  and 
tamparit.  Don't  forget  to  put  up  in  the  port- 
mantle,  that  cums  with  Williams,  along  with 
my  riding-habit,  hat,  and  feather,  the  vial  of 
purl-water,  and  the  tinctur  for  my  stomach; 
being  as  how  I  am  much  troubled  with  flul- 
terencies.  This  is  all  at  present  from  yours 
TABITHA  BRAMBLE. 
nath,  April  26. 


To  Du  Lewis. 
Dear  Dick, — I  have  done  with  the  w» 
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ters  ;  tlierofore  your  advice  comes  a  day  too 
late.  I  grant  that  physic  is  no  mystery  of 
four  making.  I  Icnow  it  is  a  mystery  in  its 
own  nature,  and,  like  other  mysteries,  rc- 
PiUire.s  a  .'^trnnn;'  gulp  o''  faith  to  make  it  go 
'.lown.     Two  days  ago  I  went  into  the  king's 

oath,  by  the  advice  of  our  friend,  Ch ,  in 

order  to  clear  the  strainer  of  the  skin,  for  the 
fic.nefit  of  a  free  perspiration  ;  'ind  the  first 
object  that  saluted  my  eye  was  a  child,  full 
of  scrofulous  ulcers,  carried  in  the  arms  of 
one  of  the  guides,  under  the  very  noses  of 
I  he  batliers.  I  was  so  shocked  at  the  sight, 
that  I  retired  immediately,  with  indignation 
and  disgust.  Suppose  tlie  matter  of  those 
ulcers,  floating  in  the  water,  comes  in  con- 
tact with  my  skin,  when  the  pores  are  all 
open,  I  would  ask  you  what  must  be  the  con- 
sequence ?  Good  heavens  !  the  very  thought 
makes  my  blood  run  cold  !  We  knov/  not 
what  sores  may  be  running  into  the  water 
while  we  are  bathing,  and  what  sort  of  mat- 
ter we  may  thus  imbibe  ;  the  king's  evil,  the 
scurvy,  the  cancer,  and  the  pox ;  and,  no 
doubt,  the  heat  will  render  the  virus  the  more 
volatile  and  penetrating.  To  purify  myself 
from  all  such  contamination,  I  went  to  the 
(iuke  of  Kingston's  private  bath,  and  there  I 
was  almost  suffocated  for  want  of  free  air, 
the  place  was  so  small,  and  the  steam  so 
stifling. 

After  all,  if  the  intention  is  no  more  than 
to  wash  the  skin,  I  am  convinced  that  simple 
element  is  more  effectual  than  any  water 
impregnated  with  salt  and  iron,  which,  being 
astringent,  will  certainly  contract  the  pores, 
and  leave  a  kind  of  crust  upon  the  surface 
of  the  body.  But  I  am  now  as  much  afraid 
of  drinking  as  of  bathing  ;  for,  after  a  long 
conversation  with  the  doctor,  about  the  con- 
struction of  the  pump  and  the  cistern,  it  is 
very  far  from  being  clear  with  me,  that  the 
patients  in  the  pump-room  don't  swallow  the 
scourings  of  the  bathers.  I  can't  help  sus- 
.pecting,  that  there  is,  or  may  be,  some  re- 
gurgitation from  the  bath  into  the  cistern 
of  the  pump.  In  that  case,  what  a  delicate 
beverage  is  even,'  day  quaffed  by  the  drink- 
ers, medicated  with  the  sweat,  and  dirt,  and 
dandriff,  and  the  abominable  discharges  of 
various  kinds,  from  twenty  different  diseased 
bodies,  par-boiling  in  the  kettle  below  !  In 
order  to  avoid  this  filthy  composition,  I  had 
recourse  to  the  spring  that  supplies  the  pri- 
vate baths  on  the  abbey-green  ;  but  I  at  once 
perceived  something  e.xtraordinary  in  the 
laste  and  smell;  and,  upon  inqtiiry,  I  find 
that  the  Roman  baths  in  this  quarter  were 
found  covered  by  nn  old  buryiug-ground  be- 
longing to  the  abbey,  through  which,  in  all 
probability,  the  water  drains  in  its  passage  ; 
50  that,  as  we  drink  the  decoction  of  living 
otdies  at  the  pump-room,  we  swallow  the 
stniinings  of  rotten  bones  and  carcasses  at 
vhe  private  bath.  I  vow  to  God,  the  very 
idda  turns  my  stomach  !  —Determined  as  "I 


am  against  any  farther  use  of  the  Bath  wa- 
ters, this  consideration  would  give  me  little 
disturbance,  if  I  could  find  any  thing  more 
|)ure,  or  less  pernicious,  to  quench  my  thirst; 
but  although  the  natural  springs  of  e.xcelleni 
water  are  soon  gushing  spontaneous,  on 
every  side,  from  the  hills  that  siuTound  us, 
the  inhabitants  in  general  make  use  of  well- 
water,  s(  impregnated  with  nitre,  or  allum, 
or  some  other  villainour.  mineral,  that  it  la 
equally  ungrateful  to  the  taste,  and  miscliiov- 
OU3  to  the  constitution.  It  must  be  owned, 
indeed,  that  here,  in  Milsham-strcct,  we  have 
a  precarious  and  scanty  supply  from  the  hill, 
which  is  collected  in  an  open  basin  in  the 
circus,  liable  to  be  defiled  with  dead  dogs, 
cats,  rats,  and  every  species  of  nastiness, 
which  the  rascally  populace  may  tlirow  into 
it,  from  mere  wantonness  and  brutality. 

Well,  there  is  no  nation  that  drinks  so 
hoggishly  as  the  English.  What  passes  for 
wine  among  us  is  not  the  juice  of  the  grape  : 
it  is  an  adulterous  mixture,  brewed  up  of 
nauseous  ingredients,  by  dunces,  who  are 
bunglers  in  the  art  of  poison-making;  yet 
we  and  our  forefathers  are,  and  have  been, 
poisoned  by  this  cursed  drench,  without  taste 
or  flavour.  The  only  genuine  and  wholesome 
beverage  in  England  is  JiOndon  porter,  and 
Dorchester  table-beer ;  but  as  for  your  ale 
and  your  gin,  your  cyder  and  your  perry,  and 
all  the  trashy  family  of  made  wines,  I  detest 
them  as  infernal  compositions,  contrived  for 
the  destruction  of  the  human  species.  But 
what  have  I  to  do  with  the  human  species  T 
Except  a  very  few  friends,  I  care  not  if  the 
whole  was . 

Hark  ye,  Lev/is,  my  misanthropy  increases 
every  day.  The  longer  I  live,  I  find  the 
folly  and  the  fraud  of  mankind  grow  more 
and  more  intolerable.  I  wisii  I  had  not 
come  from  Brambleton-hall ;  after  having 
lived  in  solitude  so  long,  I  cannot  bear  the 
hurry  and  impertinence  of  the  multitude. 
Besides,  every  thing  is  sophisticated  in  these 
crowded  places.  Snares  are  laid  for  our 
lives  in  every  thing  we  eat  or  drink  ;  the 
very  air  we  breathe  is  loaded  with  contagion. 
We  cannot  even  sleep  without  risk  of  in- 
fection. I  say  infection — this  place  is  the 
rendezvous  of  the  diseased — you  won't  deny 
that  many  diseases  are  infectious  ;  even  the 
consumption  itself  is  highly  infectious, 
When  a  person  dies  of  it  in  Italy,  the  bed 
and  bedding  are  destroyed  ;  the  other  furni- 
ture  is  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  the 
apartment  white-washed,  before  it  i.s  occu- 
pied by  any  other  living  soul.  You'll  allow, 
that  notiiiiig  receives  infection  sooner,  or  re- 
tains  it  longer,  than  blankets,  foiither-beds, 
and  matressps.  'Sdeath  !  how  do  I  know 
what  miserable  objects  have  been  stewing  in 
the  bed  where  I  now  lie! — I  wonder,  Dick, 
you  did  not  put  me  in  mind  of  sending  for 
my  own  matresses — but,  if  I  had  not  been  an 
ass,  I  should  not  have  needed  a  remembraD 
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cer.  There  is  always  some  plaguy  reflection 
that  rises  up  in  judgment  against  me,  and 
ruffles  my  spirits — therefore,  let  us  change 
the  subject. 

I  have  other  reasons  for  abridging  my  stay 
at  Bath.  You  know  sister  Tabby's  com- 
plexion— if  Mrs  Tabitha  Bramble  had  been 
ut'  any  other  race,  I  should  certainly  have 

.ooked  upon  her  as  the  most. But  the 

Lruth  is,  she  has  found  means  to  interest  my 
affection ;  or  rather,  she  is  beholden  to  the 
force  of  prejudice,  commonly  called  the  ties 
of  blood.  Well,  this  amiable  maiden  has 
actually  commenced  a  flirting  correspond- 
ence witli  an  Irish  baronet  of  sixty-five.  His 
name  is  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut.  He  is  said  to 
be  much  out  at  elbows ;  and,  I  believe,  has 
received  false  intelligence  with  respect  to 
her  fortune.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  connec- 
tion is  exceedingly'  ridiculous,  and  begins 
already  to  excite  whispers.  For  my  part,  I 
i\ave  no  intention  to  dispute  her  free  agency  ; 
though  I  shall  fall  upon  some  expedient  to 
undeceive  her  paramour  as  to  the  point 
which  he  has  principally  in  view.  But  I 
don't  think  her  conduct  is  a  proper  example 
for  Liddy,  who  has  also  attracted  the  notice 
of  some  coxcombs  in  the  rooms  ;  and  Jerry 
tells  me,  he  suspects  a  strapping  fellow,  the 
Icnigiit's  nephew,  of  some  design  upon  tiie 
girl's  heart.  I  shall  therefore  keep  a  strict 
eye  over  her  aunt  and  her,  and  even  shift 
the  scene,  if  I  find  the  matter  grow  more 
oorious.  You  perceive  what  an  agreeable 
task  it  must  be,  to  a  man  of  my  kidney,  to 
liave  the  cure  of  such  souls  as  these.  But, 
hold,  you  shall  not  have  another  peevish 
word  ('ill  the  next  occasion)  from  yours, 
MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Bath,  April  28. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxox. 

Dear  Kmght, — I  think  those  people  are 
unreasonable,  who  complain  that  Bath  is  a 
contracted  circle,  in  which  the  same  dull 
scenes  perpetually  revolve,  without  varia- 
tion. I  am,  on  the  contrary,  amazed  to  find 
so  small  a  place  so  crowded  with  entertain- 
ment and  variety.  London  itself  can  hardly 
exhibit  one  species  of  diversion  to  wliich  we 
iiave  not  something  analogous  at  Bath,  over 
and  above  those  singular  advantages  that 
are  peculiar  to  the  place.  Here,  for  exam- 
ple, a  man  has  daily  opportunities  of  seeing 
the  most  remarkable  characters  of  the  com- 
munity. He  sees  them  in  their  natural  atti- 
tudes and  true  colours,  descended  from  their 
pedestals,  and  divested  of  their  formal  dra- 
peries, undisguised  by  art  and  atiectalion. 
Here  we  have  ministers  of  state,  judges, 
generals,  bishops,  projectors,  philosophers, 
wits,  poets,  p]ayi;rs,  chemists,  fiddlers,  and 
buffoons,     if  he    makes    any    considerable 


stay  in  the  place,  he  is  sure  of  meeting  with 
some  particular  friend  whom  he  did  not  ex- 
pect to  see ;  and  to  me  there  is  nothing 
more  agreeable  than  such  casual  rencounters 
Another  entertainment,  peculiar  to  Batli, 
arises  from  the  general  mixture  of  all  de 
grees,  assembled  in  our  public  rooms,  with- 
out distinction  of  rank  or  fortune.  This  is 
what  my  uncle  reprobates  as  a  monstrop.a 
jumble  of  heterogeneous  principles  ;  a  vile 
mob  of  noise  and  impertinence,  without  de- 
cency  or  subordination.  But  this  chaos  is  to 
me  a  source  of  infinite  amusement. 

I  was  extremely  diverted,  last  ball  night, 
to  see  the  master  of  the  ceremonies  leading, 
with  great  solemnity,  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
room,  an  antiquated  abigail,  dressed  in  her 
lady's  cast  clothes  ;  whom  he  (I  suppose) 
mistook  for  some  countess  just  arrived  at  the 
Bath.  The  ball  was  opened  by  a  Scotch 
lord,  with  a  mulatto  heiress,  from  St  Chris- 
topher's ;  and  the  gay  colonel  Tinsel  danced 
all  the  evening  with  the  daughter  of  an  emi- 
nent tinman  from  the  borough  of  Southwark. 
Yesterday  morning,  a.t  the  pump-room,  I 
saw  a  broken-winded  Wapping  landlady 
squeeze  through  a  circle  of  peers,  to  salute 
her  brandy  merchant,  who  stood  by  the  win- 
dow, propped  upon  crutches  ;  and  a  paralytic 
attorney  of  Shoe-lane,  in  shuffling  up  to  the 
bar,  kicked  the  shins  of  the  chancellor  of 
England,  while  his  lordship,  in  a  cut  bob, 
drank  a  glass  of  water  at  the  pump.  I  can- 
not account  for  my  being  pleased  with  these 
incidents  any  other  way  than  by  saying  they 
are  truly  ridiculous  in  their  own  nature,  and 
serve  to  heighten  the  humour  in  the  farce  of 
life,  which  I  am  determined  to  enjoy  as  long 
as  I  can. 

Those  follies  that  move  my  uncle's  spleen 
excite  my  laughter.  He  is  as  tender  as  a  man 
without  a  skin,  who  cannot  bear  the  slightest 
touch  without  flinching.  What  tickles  an- 
other, would  give  him  torment ;  and  yet  he 
has  what  we  may  call  lucid  intervals,  when 
he  is  remarkably  facetious.  Indeed,  I  never 
knew  a  hypochondriac  so  apt  to  be  infected 
with  good  humour.  He  is  the  most  risible 
misanthrope  I  ever  met  Vxith.  A  lucky  joke, 
or  any  ludicrous  incident,  will  set  him  a- 
laughing  immoderately,  even  in  one  of  his 
most  gloomy  paroxysms ;  and  when  the 
laugh  is  over,  he  will  curse  his  own  imbe- 
cility.  In  conversing  with  strangers,  he  be- 
trays no  marks  of  disquiet — he  is  splenetic 
with  his  familiars  only;  and  not  even  with 
them,  while  they  kecj)  his  attention  employ- 
ed ;  but,  when  his  spirits  are  not  exerted 
externally,  they  seem  to  recoil,  and  prey 
upon  himself  He  has  renounced  tiie  waters 
with  execration  ;  but  he  begins  to  rind  a 
more  efficacious,  and,  certainly,  a  mucli 
more  palatable  remedy  in  the  pleasures  of 
society.  He  has  discovered  some  old  friends 
among  the  invalids  at  Bath;  and  in  parti- 
cular,  renewed    his  acquaintance  with  th<> 
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celebrated  James  Qiiin,  who  certainly  did 
not  come  liero  to  drink  water.  You  cannot 
donbt  but  that  I  had  tlie  strongest  curiosity 
to  kn<nv  this  origiuttl ;  and  it  was  gratified 
Dv  Mr  Bramble,  who  has  had  him  twice  at 
our  liouse  to  dinner. 

So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  Quin's  charac- 
ter is  rather  more  respectable  than  it  has  been 
generally  represented.  His  bon  mots  are  in 
every  witling's  mouth  ;  but  many  of  them 
nave  a  rank  flavour,  wliich  one  would  be  apt 
to  think  was  derived  from  a  natural  gross- 
ncss  of  idea.  I  suspect,  however,  that  jus- 
tice has  not  been  done  tiie  author  by  the  col- 
lectors of  those  Qitiniana,  who  liavo  Tet  the 
best  of  them  slip  through  their  lingers,  and 
only  retained  such  as  were  suited  to  the 
taste  and  organs  of  the  multitude.  How  far 
he  mav  relax  in  his  hours  of  jollity,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say  ;  but  his  general  conversation 
is  conducted  by  the  nicest  rules  of  propriety  ; 
and  Mr  James  Quin  is  certainly  one  of  the 
best  bred  men  in  the  kingdom.  He  is  not 
only  a  most  agreeable  companion,  but  (as  1 
am'  credibly  informed)  a  very  honest  man  ; 
iiighly  susceptible  of  friendship,  warm, 
Btcadv,  and  even  generous  in  his  attach- 
ments; disdaining  flattery,  and  incapable  of 
meanness  and  dissimulation.  Were  I  to 
judge,  however,  from  Quin's  eye  alone,  I 
should  take  him  to  be  proud,  insolent,  and 
cruel.  Tliere  is  something  remarkably  se- 
vere and  forbidding  in  his  aspect;  and  I 
have  been  told  he  was  ever  disposed  to  insult 
(lis  inferiors  and  dependents.  Perhaps  that 
report  has  influenced  my  opinion  of  his  looks 
— you  know  we  are  the  fools  of  prejudice. 
Howsoever  tiiat  may  be,  I  have  as  yet  seen 
nothine  but  his  favourable  side ;  and  my 
uncle,  who  frequently  confers  with  him  in  a 
corner,  declares-  he  is  one  of  the  most  sensi- 
ble men  he  ever  knew.  He  seems  to  have  a 
reciprocal  regard  for  old  squaretoes,  whom 
ue  calls  by  the  familiar  name  of  Matthew, 
and  often  reminds  of  their  old  tavern  adven- 
tures ;  on  the  other  hand,  Matthew's  eyes 
sparkle  whenever  Quin  makes  his  appear- 
ance. Let  him  be  never  so  jarring  and  dis- 
cordant, Quin  puts  him  in  tune;  and,  like 
treble  and  bass  in  the  same  concert,  they 
make  excellent  music  together.  T'other 
day,  the  conversation  turning  upon  Shaks- 
pearo.  I  could  not  help  saying,  with  some 
emotion,  that  I  would  give  a  hundred  guineas 
to  see  Mr  Quin  act  the  part  of  Falstaff;  upon 
which,  turning  to  me  with  a  smile, — "And 
1  would  give  a  thousand,  young  gentleman," 
said  he,  "  that  I  could  gratify  your  longing." 
My  uncle  and  he  are  perfectly  agreed  in 
their  estimate  of  life,  which,  Quui  says, 
R'ould  stink  in  his  nostrils,  if  he  did  not  steep 
it  ia  claret. 

I  want  to  see  this  phenomenon  in  his  cups ; 
and  have  almost  prevailed  upon  uncle  to  give 
him  a  email  turtle  at  the  Bear.  In  the  mean 
time,  1  must  entertain  vou  with  an  incident 


that  seems  to  confirm  the  judgment  of  those 
two  cvnic  philosophers.  I  took  the  liberty 
to  difii-r  in  opinion  from  Mr  Bramble,  v/hen 
he  observed,  that  the  mixture  of  people 
in  the  entertainments  of  this  place  was  de- 
structive of  all  order  and  urbanity  ;  that  it 
rendered  the  plebeians  insufl'orahly  arrogant 
and  troublesome,  and  vulgarized  the  deport- 
ment and  sentiments  of  those  who  moved  in 
the  upper  spheres  of  life.  He  said,  such  a 
preposterous  coalition  would  bring  us  into 
contempt  with  all  our  neighbours  ;  and  was 
worse,  in  fact,  than  debasing  the  gold  coin 
of  the  nation.  I  argued,  on  the  contrary, 
that  those  plebians  who  discovered  such 
eagerness  to  imitate  the  dress  and  equipage 
of  their  superiors,  would  likewise,  in  time, 
adopt  their  maxims  and  their  manners,  be 
polished  by  their  conversation,  and  refined  by 
their  example ;  but  when  I  appealed  to  Mr 
Quin,  and  asked  if  he  did  not  think  that  such 
an  unreserved  mixture  would  improve  the 
whole  mass, — "  Yes,"  said  he,  "  as  a  plato 
of  marmalade  would  improve  a  pan  of  sir- 
reverence." 

I  owned  I  v^^as  not  much  conversant  in 
high  life,  but  I  had  seen  what  were  called 
polite  assemblies  in  London  and  elsewhere  : 
that  those  of  Bath  seemed  to  be  as  decent  as 
any  ;  and  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  indivi- 
duals that  composed  it  would  not  be  found 
deficient  in  good  manners  and  decorum. 
"  But  let  us  have  recourse  to  experience,' 
said  I ;  "  Jack  Holder,  who  was  intended  for 
a  parson,  has  succeeded  to  an  estate  ot  two 
thousand  a-year,  by  the  death  of  his  elder 
brother.  He  is  now  at  the  Bath,  driving 
about  in  a  phreton  and  four,  with  French 
horns.  He  has  treated  with  turtle  and  claret 
at  all  the  taverns  in  Bath  and  Bristol,  till  his 
guests  are  gorged  with  good  cheer :  he  has 
bought  a  dozen  suits  of  fine  clothes,  by  the 
advTce  of  the  master  of  the  ceremonies,  under 
whose  tuition  he  has  entered  himself:  he  has 
lost  some  hundreds  at  billiards  to  sharpers, 
and  taken  one  of  the  nymphs  of  Avon-street 
into  keeping ;  but,  finding  all  these  channels 
insufficient  to  drain  him  of  his  current  cash, 
his  counsellor  has  engaged  him  to  give  3 
general  tea-drinkingto-morrow  at  Wiltshire's 
room.  In  order  to  give  it  the  more  eclat, 
every  table  is  to  be  furnished  with  sweet- 
meats and  nosegays,  which,  however,  are 
not  to  be  touched  till  notice  is  given  by  the 
ringing  of  a  bell,  and  then  the  ladies  may 
help  tfiemselves  without  restriction.  This 
will  be  no  bad  way  of  trying  the  company's 
breeding. 

"I  will  abide  by  that  experiment,"  cned 
my  uncle ;  "  and  i'f  I  could  find  a  place  to 
stand  secure  without  the  vortex  of  the  tumult^ 
which  I  know  will  ensue,  I  would  certain.y 
go  thither  and  enjoy  the  scene."  Qum  pro- 
posed  that  we  should  take  our  station  in 
the  music  gallery,  and  we  took  his  advice. 
Holder  had  got  thither  before  us,  with  ':i>- 
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horns  perdue  ;  but  we  were  admitted.  The 
lea-drinking  passed  as  usual ;  and  the  com- 
pany having  risen  from  the  tables,  were 
Bauntering  in  groups,  in  expectation  of  the 
signivl  for  attack,  when,  the  bell  beginning 
to  ring,  they  flew  with  eagerness  to  the  des- 
sert, and  tlie  whole  place  was  instantly  in 
commotion.  There  was  nothing  but  justling, 
scrambling,  pulling,  snatching,  struggling, 
scolding,  and  screaming.  The  nosegays 
were  torn  from  one  another's  hands  and  bo- 
soms ;  tlie  glasses  and  china  went  to  wreck  ; 
the  tables  and  floor  were  strewed  with  com- 
fits. Some  cried,  some  swore,  and  the  tropes 
and  figures  of  Billingsgate  were  used  without 
reserve  in  all  their  native  zest  and  flavour; 
nor  were  those  flowers  of  rhetoric  unattended 
with  significant  gesticulation.  Some  snap- 
ped their  fingers,  some  forked  them  out, 
some  clapped  their  liands,  and  some  their 
backsides ;  at  length  they  fairly  proceeded 
to  pulling  caps,  and  every  thing  seemed  to 
presage  a  general  battle,  when  Holder  order- 
ed his  horns  to  sound  a  charge,  with  a  view 
to  animate  the  combatants,  and  inflame  the 
contest ;  but  this  mancguvre  produced  an 
effect  quite  contrary  to  what  he  expected. 
It  was  a  note  cf  reproach  that  roused  them 
to  an  immediate  sense  of  their  disgraceful 
situation.  They  were  ashamed  of  their  ab- 
surd deportment,  and  suddenly  desisted. 
They  gathered  up  their  caps,  ruffles,  and 
handkerchiefe ;  and  great  paru  of  them  re- 
tired in  silent  mortification. 

Quin  lauglied  at  tJiis  adventure,  but  my 
uncle's  delicacy  was  hurt.  He  hung  his 
head  in  manifest  chagrin,  and  seemed  to  re- 
pine at  tlie  triumph  of  his  judgment.  Indeed 
his  victory  was  more  complete  than  he  im- 
agjned ;  fur,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  the 
two  amazons  v;lio  signalized  themselves  most 
in  the  action,  did  not  come  from  the  purlieus 
of  Puddledock,  but  from  the  courtly  neigh- 
bourhood of  St  James's  palace.  One  was  a 
baroness,  and  the  other  a  wealthy  knight's 
dowager.  My  uncle  spoke  not  a  word  till 
we  had  made  our  retreat  good  to  the  coffee- 
house, where,  taking  off  his  hat,  and  wiping 
Ids  forehead, — "  I  bless  God,"  said  he,  "  that 
Mrs  Tabitha  Bramble  did  not  take  the  field 
to-day."  "  I  would  pit  her  for  a  cool  hun- 
dred," cried  Quin,  "  against  the  best  shake- 
bag  of  the  whole  main."  The  truth  is,  no- 
thing could  have  kept  her  at  liome  but  the 
accident  of  her  having  taken  piiyeic  before 
r.he  knew  the  nature  of  the  entertainment. 
She  has  been  for  some  days  furbisliing  up 
an  old  suit  of  black  velvet,  to  make  her  ap- 
pearance as  Sir  Ulic's  partner  at  the  next  ball. 

I  have  much  to  say  of  tliis  amiable  kins- 
woman ;  but  she  lias  not  been  properly  in- 
troduced to  your  acquaintance.  Siie  is  re- 
markably civil  to  Mr  Quin,  of  whose  sarcastic 
humour  she  seems  to  stand  in  awe  ;  but  her 
raution  is  no  match  for  her  impertinence. 
''  Mr  Gwynn,"  said  she  the  other  day,  "I 


was  once  vastly  entertained  with  your  play 
ing  the  ghost  of  Gimlet  at  Drury-lane,  wher, 
you  rose  up  through  the  stage,  with  a  white 
face  and  red  eyes,  and  spoke  of  quails  upon 
the  frightful  porcupine.  Do,  pray,  spout 
a  little  the  ghost  of  Gimlet."  •'  Madam," 
said  Quin,  with  a  glance  of  ineffable  disdain 
"  the  ghost  of  Gimlet  is  laid,  never  to  rise 
again."  Insensible  of  this  check,  she  pro- 
ceeded. "  Well,  to  be  sure,  you  looked  and 
talked  so  Yike  a  real  ghost — and  then  the 
cock  crowed  so  natural — I  wonder  how  you 
could  teach  him  to  crow  so  exact  in  the  very 
nick  of  time  ;  but  I  suppose  he's  game — an't 
he  game,  Mr  Gwynn?"  "  Dunghdl,  madam." 
"  Well,  dunghill  or  not  dunghill,  he  has  got 
such  a  clear  counter-tenor,  that  I  wish  I  had 
such  another  at  Brambleton-hall,  to  wake  the 
maids  of  a  morning.  Do  you  know  where 
I  could  find  one  of  his  brood  ]"  "  Probably 
in  the  workhouse  of  St  Giles's  parish,  madam , 
but  I  protest  I  know  not  his  particular  mew." 
My  uncle,  frying  with  vexation,  cried — "  Good 
God,  sister,  how  you  talk  !  I  have  told  you 
twenty  times  that  this  gentleman's  name 
is  not  Gwynn."  "  Hoity,  toity,  brother  of 
mine,"  she  replied,  "  no  offence,  I  hope — 
Gwynn  is  an  honourable  name,  of  true  old 
British  extraction — I  thought  the  gentleman 
had  been  come  of  Mrs  Helen  Gwynn,  who 
was  of  his  own  profession  ;  and  if  so  be  that 
were  the  case,  he  might  be  of  King  Charles's 
breed,  and  have  royal  blood  in  his  veins." 
"  No,  madam,"  answered  Quin,  with  great 

solemnity   "  my  mother  was  not  a  w of 

such  distinction — true  it  is,  I  am  sometimes 
tempted  to  believe  myself  of  royal  descent; 
for  my  inclinations  are  often  arbitrary — if  1 
was  an  absolute  prince  at  this  instant,  I  be- 
lieve I  should  send  for  the  head  of  your  cook 
in  a  charger — she  has  committed  felony  on 
the  person  of  that  John  Dory,  which  is  man- 
gled in  a  cruel  manner,  and  even  presented 
without  sauce — O  tempore!  O  mores!" 

This  good-humoured  sally  turned  the  con- 
versation into  a  less  disagreeable  channel — 
but  lest  you  should  think  my  scribble  as 
tedious  as  Mrs  Tabby's  clack,  1  shall  not  add 
another  word,  but  that  I  am,  as  usual,  yours, 
J.  MELFORD. 

Bath,  April  30. 


To  Doctor  Lewis. 

Dear  Lewis, — I  received  your  bill  upon 
Wiltshire,  which  was  punctually  honoured  , 
but,  as  I  don't  choose  to  keep  so  much  cash 
by  me  in  a  common  lodging-house,  1  havo 
deposited  j£2.50  in  the  bank  of  Bath,  and 
shall  take  their  bills  for  it  on  London,  when 
I  leave  this  place,  where  the  season  dravvB 
to  an  end — you  must  know,  that  now  being 
a-foot,  I  am  resolved  to  give  Liddy  a  glimpse 
of  London.  She  is  one  of  the  best-hearted 
creatures  I  ever  knew,  and  gains  upon  my 
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aftoclion  every  day.     As  for  Tabby,  I  have 
dropped  such  liiiits  to  the  Irisli  baronet,  coii- 
ceining  her  fortune,  as,  I  make  no  doubt, 
will  cool  tlie  ardour  of  liis  addresses.     Tlicn 
lier  pride  will  take  the  alarm  ;  and  the  ran- 
cour of  stale  maidenliood  bcin<j  chalcd,  we 
ehall  hear  notliing  but  slander  and  abuse  of 
Sir  Ulic   MacUilhgut— lliis  rupture,  I   fore- 
see, will  facilitate  our  departure  from  Bath  ; 
where,  at   present.  Tabby   seems   to  enjoy 
lerself  witli  peculiar  satisfaction.     For  my 
part,  I  detest  it  so  much,  that  I  should  not 
have  been  able  to  stay  so  long  in  tlie  place, 
if  I   had  not  discovered  some  old  friends, 
whose   conversation    alleviates  my   disgust. 
Going  to  the  cofleehouse  one  forenoon,  I 
could"  not  help  contemplating  the  company 
with  equal  surprise  and   compassion.     We 
consisted  of  thirteen  individuals ;  seven  lamed 
by  the  gout,  rlieunmtism,  or  palsy  ;    three 
maimed  by  accident ;  and  the  rest  eitlier  deaf 
or  blind.     One  hobbled,  another  hopped,  a 
third  dragged  liis  legs  after  him  like  a  wound- 
ed snake.^a  fourth  straddled  betwixt  a  pair 
of  long  crutches,  like  the  muumiy  of  a  felon 
hangiifg  in  chains  ;  a  fifth  was  bent  in  an 
horizontal  position,  like  a  mounted  telescope, 
shoved  in  by  a  couple  of  chairmen  ;   and  a 
si.xth  was  the  bust  of  a  man  set  upright  in  a 
wheel  machine,  which  the  waiter  moved  from 
place  to  place. 

Being  struck  with  some  of  their  face?,  I 
consulted  the  subscription-book ;  and,  per- 
ceiving the  names   of  several    old   friends, 
began  to  consider  the  group  with  more  atten- 
tion.    At  length  I  discovered  Rear-admiral 
Baldcrick,  the  companion  of  my  youth,  whom 
I  had  not  seen  since  he  was  appointed  lieu- 
tenant of  the   Severn.     He  was  metamor- 
phosed into  an  old  man,  witii  a  wooden  log 
and  a  weather-beaten  face  ;  whicli  appeared 
the  more  ancient  from  his  grey  locks,  that 
were  truly  venerable.     Sitting  down  at  the 
table  where  he  was  reading  a  newspaper,  I 
gazed  at  him  for  some  miimtes,  with  a  mi.x- 
furc  of  pleasure  and  regret,  which  made  my 
heart   gush   with  tenderness ;   then,  taking 
him  by  the  hand, — "Ah,  Sam,"  said  I,  "  forty 
years  ago  I  little  thought" — I  was  too  much 
moved  to  proceed.     "  An  old   friend,  sure 
enough  I"  cried  he,  squeezing  my  hand,  and 
Eurve'j-ing  me  eagerly  tiirougli  his  glasses, 
"I  know  the  looming  of  the  vessel,  tliough 
she  has  been  hard-strained  since  we  parted  ; 
but  I  can't  heave  up  the  name."     The  mo- 
ment I  told  him  who  I  was,  he  exclaimed,— 
» Ha !    Malt,    my    old    follow-cruizer,    still 
afloat!"  and,  starting  up,  hugged  me  in  his 
arms.     His  transport,  however,  boded  me  no 
good;    for,  in    saluting  me,   he    thrust   the 
epring  of  his  spectacles  into  my  eye,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  set  his  wooden  stump  upon 
n.y  gouty  toe  ;  an  attack  that  made  me  shed 
tearu  in  sad  earnest.     After  the  hurry  of  our 
recognition  was  over,  he  pointed  out  two  of 
our  common  friends  in  the  room  ;  the  bust 


was  wliat  remained  of  Colonel  Cocknl,  who 
had  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs  in  makmg  an 
American    campaign  ;     and    the    telescope 
proved  to  be  my  college  chum.  Sir  Regma'.d 
Bentley,  who,  with  his  new  title,  and  unex- 
pected inheritance,  commenced  fox-hunter, 
without  having  served  his  apprenticeship  to 
the  mystery  ;  and,  in  conseciuence  of  follow- 
ing the  hounds  through  a  river,  was  seized 
with  an   inflanunatioii  in  liis  bowels,  which 
has  contracted  him  into  his  present  attitude. 
Our  former  correspondence  was  forthwith 
renewed,  with  the   most  hearty  expressions 
of  mutual  good-will  ;  and,  as  we  had  met  eo 
unexpectedly,  we   agreed  to  dine  together 
that   very  day   at  the   tavern.     My   friend 
Quill,  being  luckily  unengaged,  obliged  U9 
with  his  company  ;  and,  truly,  this  was  the 
most  happy  day  I  have  passed  these  twenty 
years.      You    and    I,    Lewis,    having    been 
always  together,  never  tasted  friendship  in 
this  high  gout,  contracted  from  long  absence. 
I  cannot  express  the  half  of  what  I  felt  at 
this  casual  meeting  of  three  or  four  compan- 
ions, who  had  been  so  long  separated,  and 
so  roughly  treated  by  the  storms  of  life.     It 
was  a  renovation  of  youth  ;  a  kind  of  resus- 
citation of  the  dead,  that  realized  those  in- 
teresting   dreams   in  which  wo  sometimes 
retrieve°our  ancient  friends  from  the  grave. 
Perhaps   my   enjoyment  was   not   the  less 
pleasing  for  being  mixed  with  a  strain  of 
melancholy,  produced  by  the  remembrance 
of  past  sce'ncs,  that  conjured  up  the  ideas  of 
some  endearing  connections,  which  the  hand 
of  death  has  actually  dissolved. 

The  spirits  and  good  humour  of  the  cem- 
pany  seemed  to  triumph  over  the  wreck  of 
their  constitutions.  They  had  even  philoso- 
phy  enough  to  joke  upon  their  own  calami- 
ties ;  such  is  the  power  of  friendship,  the  sove- 
reign cordial  of  life.  I  afterwards  found,  how- 
ever, that  they  were  not  without  their  mo- 
ments, and  even  hours,  of  disquiet.  Each  ot 
them  apart,  in  succeeding  conferences,  expa- 
tiated  upon  hisownparticulargrievanoes;  and 
they  were  all  malcontents  at  bottom.  Over 
and  above  their  personal  disasters,  they 
ihoucht  themselves  unfortunate  in  the  lottery 
of  life.  Baldcrick  complained,  that  all  the  re- 
compcnce  he  had  received  for  his  long  and 
hard  service  was  the  half-pay  of  a  rear-admi- 
ral.  The  colonel  was  mortified  to  see  himself 
overtopped  by  upstart  generals,  some  of 
whom  he  had  once  commanded  ;  and,  being 
a  man  of  a  liberal  turn,  could  ill  put  up  with 
a  moderate  annuity,  for  whicli  he  had  sold 
his  commission.  As  for  the  baronet,  having 
run  himself  considerably  in  debt,  on  a  con- 
tested election,  he  has  been  obliged  to  relin- 
quish his  scat  in  parliament,  and  his  seat  in 
the  country  at  the  same  time,  and  put  his 
estate  to  nurse  ;  but  his  chagrin,  which  ia 
the  effect  of  his  own  misconduct,  docs  not 
affect  me  half  so  much  as  that  of  the  other 
two,  who  have  acted  honourable  and  distin. 
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guished  parts  on  the  great  theatre,  and  are 
now  reduced  to  lead  a  weary  life  in  this  stew- 
pawn  of  idleness  and  insignificance.  They 
have  long  left  off  using  the  waters,  after  hav- 
ing experienced  their  inefficacy.  The  diver- 
sions of  the  place  they  are  not  in  a  condition 
to  enjoy.  How  then  do  they  make  shift  to 
])ass  their  time  ]  In  the  forenoon  they  crawl 
out  to  the  rooms  or  the  coffee-house,  where 
they  take  a  hand  at  whist,  or  descant  upon 
the  General  Advertiser ;  and  their  evenings 
they  murder  in  private  parties,  among  pee- 
vish invalids,  and  insipid  old  women.  This 
is  the  case  with  a  good  number  of  indivi- 
duals, whom  nature  seems  to  have  intended 
tor  better  purposes. 

About  a  dozen  years  ago,  many  decent 
femilies  restricted  to  small  fortunes,  besides 
those  that  came  hither  on  the  score  of  health, 
were  tempted  to  settle  at  Bath,  where  they 
could  then  live  comfortably,  and  even  make 
a  genteel  appearance,  at  a  small  expense  ; 
but  the  madness  of  the  times  has  made  the 
place  too  hot  for  them,  and  they  are  now 
3bliged  to  think  of  other  migrations — some 
have  already  fled  to  the  mountains  of  Wales, 
and  others  have  retired  to  Exeter.  Thither, 
no  doubt,  they  will  be  followed  by  the  flood 
of  luxury  and  extravagance,  which  will  drive 
them  from  place  to  place  to  the  very  Land's 
End  ;  and  there,  I  suppose,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  ship  themselves  to  some  other 
country.  Bath  is  become  a  mere  sink  of 
profligacy  and  extortion.  Every  article  of 
house-keeping  is  raised  to  an  enormous 
price  ;  a  circumstance  no  longer  to  be  won- 
dered at,  when  we  know  that  every  petty 
retainer  of  fortune  piques  himself  upon  keep- 
ing a  table,  and  thinks  'tis  for  the  honour  of 
his  character  to  wink  at  the  knavery  of  his 
servants,  who  are  in  a  confederacy  with  the 
market  people,  and  of  consequence  pay  what- 
ever they  demand.  Here  is  now  a  mush- 
room of  opulence,  who  pays  a  cook  seventy 
guineas  a-week  for  furnishing  him  with  one 
meal  a-day.  This  portentous  frenzy  is  be- 
come so  contagious,  that  the  very  rabble  and 
refuse  of  mankind  are  infected.  I  have 
known  a  negro-driver  from  Jamaica  pay 
over-night,  to  the  master  of  one  of  the  rooms, 
sixty-five  guineas  for  tea  and  coffee  to  the 
company,  and  leave  Bath  next  morning,  in 
such  obscurity,  tliat  not  one  of  his  guests  had 
the  slightest  idea  of  his  person,  or  even 
made  the  least  inquiry  about  his  name.  In- 
cidents of  this  kind  are  frequent;  and  every 
day  teems  with  fresh  absurdities,  which  are 
too  gross  to  make  a  thinking  man  merry. 
But  I  feel  the  spleen  creeping  on  me  apace, 
and  therefore  will  indulge  you  with  a  cessa- 
tion, that  you  may  have  no  unnecessary 
cause  to  curse  your  correspondence  with, 
dear  Dick,  yours  ever, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Bath,  May  5. 


To  Miss  Ljetitia  Willis,  at  Gloucebtes. 

My  Dear  Letty, — ^I  wrote  you  at  great 
length  by  the  post,  the  twenty-sixth  of  last 
month,  to  which  I  refer  you  for  an  account 
of  our  proceedings  at  Bath;  and  I  expect 
your  answer  with  impatience.  But  having 
this  opportunity  of  a  private  hand,  I  send 
you  two  dozen  of  Bath  rings  ;  six  of  the  best 
of  which  I  desire  you  will  keep  for  yourself, 
and  distribute  the  rest  among  the  young 
ladies,  our  common  friends,  as  you  shall 
think  proper.  I  don't  know  how  you  will 
approve  of  the  mottos ;  some  of  them  are 
not  much  to  my  own  liking;  but  I  waa 
obliged  to  take  such  as  I  could  find  ready 
manufactured.  I  am  vexed  that  neither  you 
nor  I  have  received  any  further  information 
of  a  certain  person — sure  it  can't  be  wilful 
neglect ! — O  my  dear  Willis  !  I  begin  to  be 
visited  by  strange  fancies,  and  to  have  some 
melancholy  doubts  ;  which,  however,  it  would 
be  ungenerous  to  harbour  without  further  in- 
quiry. My  uncle,  who  has  made  me  a  pre- 
sent of  a  very  fine  set  of  garnets,  talks  of 
treating  us  with  a  jaunt  to  London,  which, 
you  may  imagine,  will  be  highly  agreeable  : 
but  I  like  Bath  so  well,  that  1  hope  he  won't 
think  of  leaving  it  till  the  season  is  quite 
over  ;  and  yet,  betwixt  friends,  sometliing 
has  happened  to  my  aunt,  which  will  proba- 
bly shorten  our  stay  in  this  place. 

Yesterday,  in  the  forenoon,  she  went  by 
herself  to  a  breakfasting  in  one  of  the  rooms : 
and,  in  half  an  hour,  returned  in  great  agita- 
tion, having  Chowder  along  with  her  in  the 
chair.  I  believe  some  accident  must  have 
happened  to  that  unlucky  animal,  which  is 
the  great  source  of  all  her  troubles.  Dear 
Letty  !  what  a  pity  it  is  that  a  woman  of 
her  years  and  discretion  should  place  her 
affection  upon  such  an  ugly  ill-conditioned 
cur,  that  snarls  and  snaps  at  every  body.  I 
asked  John  Thomas,  the  footman  who  attend- 
ed her,  what  was  the  matter?  and  he  did 
nothing  but  grin.  A  famous  dog-doctor  was 
sent  for,  and  undertook  to  cure  the  patient, 
provided  he  might  carry  him  home  to  his  own 
house  ;  but  his  mistress  would  not  part  with 
him  out  of  her  own  sjght — she  ordered  the 
cook  to  warm  cloths,  which  she  applied  to 
his  bowels  with  her  own  hand.  She  gave  up 
all  thoughts  of  going  to  the  ball  in  the  eve- 
ning; and  when  Sir  Ulic  came  to  drink  tea, 
refused  to  be  seen  ;  so  that  he  went  away  to 
look  for  another  partner.  My  brother  Jerry 
whistles  and  dances.  My  uncle  sometimes 
shrugs  up  his  shoulders,  and  sometimes  bursts 
out  a-laughing.  My  aunt  sobs  and  scolds  by 
turns  ;  and  her  woman,  Win.  Jenkins,  stares 
and  wonders  with  a  foolish  face  of  curiosity , 
and  for  my  part,  I  am  as  curious  as  she,  but 
ashamed  to  ask  questions. 

Perhaps  time  will  discover  the  mystery , 
for  if  it  was  any  thing  that  happened  in  tha 
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roi^ins,  it  can't  be  Igng  concealed — all  I  know 
13,  that  last  niijlit,  at  supper,  Aliss  Bramble 
spoke  very  disdainfully  of  Sir  Ulic  Mackilli- 
{,'ut,  and  asked  lier  brollier  if  lie  intended  to 
keep  us  suoUeriiiir  all  tlio  siinmicr  at  Bath  ! 
— "No,  sister  Tabitlia,"  said  he,  with  an 
arch  sniilc,  "  we  sliail  retreat  before  the  dog- 
days  bfg-in  ;  though  1  make  no  doubt,  that, 
with  a  little  temperance  and  discretion,  our 
constitutions  miglit  be  kept  cool  enougii  all 
tiie  year,  even  at  Bath."  As  I  don't  know 
llie  meaning  of  this  insinuation,  I  won't  pre- 
tend to  make  any  remarks  upon  it  at  present : 
hereafter,  pcrliaps,  I  may  be  able  to  explain 
It  more  to  your  satisfaction — in  the  mean 
tune,  I  beg  you  will  be  punctual  in  your  cor- 
respondence, and  continue  to  love  your  ever 
faithful  LYDIA  MELFORD. 

Bath,  May,  6. 


To  Sib  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 

So,  then,  Mrs  Blackbcrby's  affair  has  pro- 
ved a  false  alarm,  and  I  have  saved  my  mo- 
ney 7  I  wish,  however,  her  declaration  had 
not  been  so  premature  ;  for  though  my  being 
thought  capable  of  making  her  a  mother, 
might  have  given  me  some  credit,  the  repu- 
tation of  an  intrigue  with  such  a  cracked 
pitcher  does  rne  no  honour  at  all.  In  my 
last,  I  told  you  I  liad  hopes  of  seeing  Quin 
in  his  hours  of  elevation  at  the  tavern,  which 
if)  the  temj)le  of  mirth  and  good  fellowship, 
where  he,  as  priest  of  Comus,  utters  the  in- 
spirations of  wit  and  humour — I  have  had 
that  satisfaction.  I  have  dined  with  his  club 
at  the  Three  Tuns,  and  had  the  honour  to 
sit  him  out.  At  half  an  hour  past  eight  in 
the  evening,  he  was  carried  home  with  six 
good  bottles  of  claret  under  his  belt ;  and  it 
beino;  then  Friday,  ho  gave  orders  that  he 
should  not  be  disturbed  till  Sunday  at  noon 
— you  must  not  imagine  that  this  dose  had 
any  other  effect  upon  his  conversation,  but 
that  of  making  it  more  e.\travagantly  enter- 
taining— he  had  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs, 
indeed,  several  hours  before  we  parted,  but 
he  retained  oil  his  other  faculties  in  perfec- 
tion ;  and  as  he  gave  vent  to  every  whimsical 
idea  as  it  rose,  I  was  really  astonished  at  the 
brilliancy  of  his  thoughts,  and  the  force  of 
his  expression.  Quin  is  a  real  voluptuary 
in  the  articlce  of  eating  and  drinking;  and 
B)  c:nfirmed  an  epicure,  in  the  common  ac- 
ceptation of  the  te.-m,  that  he  cannot  put  up 
with  ordinary  fare.  This  is  a  point  of  sucli 
importance  with  him,  that  he  always  takes 
upon  himself  the  cliarge  of  catering;  and  a 
man  admitted  to  his  mess  is  always  sure  of 
eating  delicate  victuals,  and  drinking  excel- 
lent wiae — he  owns  himself  addicted  to  the 
delight?  of  the  stomach,  and  often  jokes  upon 
hi8  ow-.i  sensuality  ;  but  there  is  nothing  self- 
ifsh  in  this  appetite — he  finds  that  good  cheer 
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unites  good  company ;  cxiiilarates  the  spirit.^, 
opens  the  lieart,  banishes  all  restraint  froiu 
conversation,  and  promotes  the  happiest  pur 
poses  of  social  life.  But  Mr  James  Quin  is 
not  a  subject  to  be  discussed  in  the  compasd 
of  one  letter;  I  shall,  therefore,  at  ])reBcnt, 
leave  him  to  his  repose,  and  call  in  another 
of  a  very  different  complexion. 

^'ou  desire  to  have  further  acquaintance 
with  the  person  of  our  aunt,  and  promise 
yourself  mucli  entertainment  from  her  con- 
nection with  Sir  Ulic  Mackiliigut;  but  in 
this  hope  you  are  baulked  already  ;  that  con- 
nection is  dissolved,  'i'he  Irish  baronet  is 
an  old  hound,  that,  finding  her  carrion,  has 
quitted  the  scent.  I  have  already  told  you, 
that  Mrs  Tabitha  Bramble  is  a  maiden  of 
forty-five.  In  her  person,  she  is  tall,  raw- 
boned,  awkward,  tlat-chosled,  and  stooping; 
her  complexion  is  sallow  and  freckled ;  her 
eyes  are  not  grey,  but  greenish,  like  those 
of  a  cat,  and  generally  inflamed  ;  her  hair  is 
of  a  sandy,  or  rather  dusty  hue  ;  her  fore- 
head low  ;  her  nose  long,  sharp,  and,  towards 
the  extremity,  always  red  in  cool  weather; 
her  lips  skinny,  her  mouth  extensive,  her 
teeth  straggling  and  loose,  of  various  colours 
and  conformation  ;  and  her  long  neck  shriv- 
elled into  a  thousand  wrinkles — in  her  tem- 
per, she  is  proud,  stiff,  vain,  imperious,  pry- 
ing, malicious,  greedy,  and  uncharitable.  In 
all  likelihood,  her  natural  austerity  has  been 
soured  by  disappointment  in  love  ;  for  her 
long  celibacy  is  by  no  means  owing  to  her 
dislike  of  matrimony  :  on  the  contrary,  she 
has  left  no  stone  unturned,  to  avoid  the  rt* 
proachful  epithet  of  old  maid. 

Before  I  was  born,  she  had  gone  such 
lengths  in  the  way  of  flirting  with  a  recruit 
ing  officer,  that  her  reputation  was  a  little 
singed.  She  afterwards  made  advances  to 
the  curate  of  the  parish,  who  dropped  some 
distant  hints  about  the  next  presentation  to 
the  living,  which  was  in  her  brother's  gift; 
but  finding  that  it  was  already  promised  tc 
another,  he  flew  off  at  a  tangent ;  and  Mrs 
Tabby,  in  revenge,  found  means  to  deprive 
him  of  his  cure.  Her  next  lover  was  a  lieu- 
tenant of  a  man  of  war,  a  relation  of  the 
family,  who  did  not  understand  the  refine- 
ments of  the  passion,  and  expressed  no 
aversion  to  grapple  with  cousin  Tabby  in 
tiie  way  of  marriage ;  but  before  matters 
could  be  properly  adjusted,  he  went  out  on  a 
cruise,  and  was  killed  in  an  engagement  with 
a  French  frigate.  Our  aunt,  though  baffled 
so  often,  did  not  yet  despair — she  laid  all 
her  snares  for  Dr  Lewis,  who  is  the  Jidus 
Achates  of  my  uncle.  She  even  fell  sick 
upon  the  occasion,  and  prevailed  with  Matt 
to  interpose  in  iier  behalf  with  his  friend; 
but  the  doctor  being  a  shy  cock,  would  rot 
be  caught  with  chalT,  and  flatly  rejected  the 
proposal ;  so  that  Mrs  Tabitha  was  content 
to  exert  her  patience  once  more,  after  hav. 
ing  endeavoured  in  vain  to  effect  a  ruptun* 
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^oetwixt  the  two  friends  ;  and  now  she  thinks 
proper  to  be  very  civil  to  Lewis,  who  is  be- 
come r  ecessary  to  Iier  in  the  way  of  his  pro- 
fession, 

These,  however,  are  not  the  only  efforts 
she  has  made  towards  a  nearer  conjunction 
>vith  our  sex.  Her  fortune  was  originally 
no  more  than  a  thousand  pounds  ;  but  she 
eained  an  accession  of  five  hundred,  by  the 
death  of  a  sister,  and  the  lieutenant  left  her 
three  hundred  in  his  will.  These  sums  she 
nas  more  than  doubled,  by  living,  free  of  all 
expense,  in  her  brother's  house,  and  dealing 
in  cheese  and  Welsh  flannel,  the  produce  of 
his  flocks  and  dairy.  At  present,  her  capita] 
IS  increased  to  about  four  thousand  pounds, 
and  her  avarice  seems  to  grow  every  day 
more  and  more  ra])acious  ;  but  even  this  is 
not  so  intolerable  as  tlie  perverseness  of  her 
nature,  which  keeps  the  whole  family  in  dis- 
quiet and  uproar.  She  is  one  of  those  geni- 
uses who  find  some  diabolical  enjoyment  in 
being  dreaded  and  detested  by  their  fellow- 
creatures. 

I  once  told  my  uncle,  I  was  surprised 
that  a  man  of  liis  disposition  could  bear 
such  a  domestic  plague,  when  it  could  be 
so  easily  removed — the  remark  made  him 
sore,  because  it  seemed  to  tax  him  with  want 
of  resolution — wrinkling  up  his  nose,  and 
drawing  down  his  eye-brows, — "  A  young 
fellow,"  said  he,  "  when  he  first  thrusts  his 
snout  into  the  world,  is  apt  to  be  surprised 
at  many  things  which  a  rnan  of  experience 
knows  to  be  ordinary  and  unavoidable — this 
precious  aunt  of  yours  is  become  insensibly 
a  part  of  my  constitution — damn  her,  she's 
a  noli  me  tangere  in  rny  flesh,  which  I  can- 
not bear  to  be  touched  or  tampered  with." 
I  made  no  reply,  but  shifted  the  conversation. 
He  really  has  an  affection  for  this  original, 
which  maintains  its  ground  in  defiance  of 
common  sense,  and  in  despite  of  that  con- 
tempt which  he  must  certainly  feel  for  her 
character  and  understanding.  Nay,  I  am 
convinced,  that  she  has  likewise  a  most  vio- 
lent attachment  to  his  person;  though  her 
love  never  shows  itself  but  in  the  shape  of 
discontent ;  and  she  persists  in  tormenting 
him  out  of  sheer  tenderness.  The  only  ob- 
ject within  doors  upon  which  she  bestows 
any  marks  of  affection,  in  the  usual  style,  is 
her  dog  Chowder,  a  filthy  cur  from  New- 
foundland, which  she  had  in  a  present  from 
the  wife  of  a  skipper  in  Swansea.  One 
would  imagine  she  had  distinguished  this 
beast  with  her  favour  on  account  of  his  ugli- 
less  and  ill-nature  ;  if  it  was  not,  indeed,  an 
instinctive  sympathy  between  his  disposition 
and  her  own.  Certain  it  is,  she  caresses 
liim  without  ceasing,  and  even  harasses  the 
family  in  the  service  of  this  cursed  animal, 
which,  indefd,  has  proved  the  proximate 
rause  of  her  breach  with  Sir  Ulic  Mackil- 
lignt 

You  must  know,  she  yesterday  wanted  to 


steal  a  march  of  poor  Liddy,  and  went  to 
breakfast  in  the  room,  without  any  other 
companion  than  her  dog,  in  expectation  of 
meeting  with  the  baronet,  who  had  agreed  to 
dance  with  her  in  the  evening.  Chowder 
no  sooner  made  his  appearance  in  the  room, 
than  the  master  of  the  ceremonies,  incensed 
at  his  presumption,  ran  up  to  drive  him  away, 
and  threatened  him  with  his  foot;  but  the 
other  seemed  to  despise  his  authority,  and, 
displaying  a  formidable  case  of  long,  white, 
sharp  teeth,  kept  the  puny  monarch  at  bay, — 
while  he  stood  under  some  trepidation,  front, 
ing  his  antagonist,  and  bawling  to  the  waiter, 
Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut  came  to  his  assistance  : 
and,  seeming  ignorant  of  the  connection  be- 
tween this  intruder  and  his  mistress,  gave 
the  former  such  a  kick  in  the  jaws,  as  sent 
him  howling  to  the  door.  Mrs  Tabitha,  in- 
censed at  this  outrage,  ran  after  him,  squalling 
in  a  tone  equally  disagreeable ;  while  the 
baronet  followed  her  on  one  side,  making 
apologies  for  his  mistake,  and  Derrick  on 
the  other,  making  remonstrances  upon  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  place. 

Far  from  being  satisfied  with  the  knight's 
excuses,  she  said  she  was  sure  he  was  no 
gentleman  ;  and  when  the  master  of  the  cere- 
monies offered  to  hand  her  into  the  chair, 
she  rapped  him  over  the  knuckles  with  her 
fan.  My  uncle's  footman  being  still  at  the 
door,  she  and  Chowder  got  into  the  same 
vehicle,  and  were  carried  off  amidst  the  jokes 
of  the  chairmen  and  other  populace.  I  had 
been  riding  out  on  Clarkendown,  and  hap- 
pened to  enter  just  as  the  fracas  was  over. 
The  baronet,  coming  up  to  me  with  an 
afl^ected  air  of  chagrin,  recounted  the  adven- 
ture ;  at  which  I  laughed  heartily,  and  then  his 
countenance  cleared  up.  "  My  dear  soul," 
said  he,  "  when  I  saw  a  sort  of  a  wild  baist, 
snarling  with  open  mouth  at  the  master  of 
the  ceremonies,  like  the  red  cow  going  to 
devour  Tom  Thumb,  I  could  not  do  less  than 
go  to  the  assistance  of  the  little  man  ;  but  I 
never  dreamt  the  baist  was  one  of  Mrs  Bram- 
ble's attendants — O  !  if  T  had,  he  might  have 
made  his  breakfast  upon  Derrick,  and  wel- 
come ;  but,  you  know,  my  dear  friend,  how 
natural  it  is  for  us  Irishmen  to  blunder,  and 
to  take  the  wrong  sow  by  the  ear — however, 
I  will  confess  judgment,  and  cry  her  mercy  ; 
and,  'tis  to  be  hoped,  a  penitent  sinner  may 
be  forgiven."  I  told  him,  that  as  the  ofl^ence 
was  not  voluntarj'  on  his  side,  it  was  to  be 
hoped  he  would  not  find  her  implacable. 

But,  in  truth,  all  this  concern  was  dissem- 
bled.  In  his  approaches  of  gallantry  to  Mrs 
Tabitha,  he  had  been  misled  by  a  mistake  of 
at  least  six  thousand  pounds  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  her  fortune  ;  and  in  this  particular  he 
was  just  undeceived.  He  therefore  seized 
the  first  opportunity  of  incurring  her  dis- 
pleasure decently,  in  such  a  manner  as  would 
certainly  annihilate  the  correspondence  ;  and 
he  could   not   have  taken   a  more  effectual 
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method  tliaii  tliat  of  beating  lier  dog.  When 
he  presented  liimsolf  at  our  door,  to  pay  his 
respects  to  tlic  oiiended  fair,  he  was  refused 
adniittance,  and  given  to  understand,  that  lie 
should  never  find  her  at  home  for  llie  future. 
She  vas  not  so  inaccessible  to  Derrick,  who 
carne  to  demand  satisfaction  for  tlie  insult 
she  liad  ofiered  to  him,  even  in  tlie  verge  of 
his  own  court.  She  knew  it  was  convenient 
to  be  well  with  tlie  master  of  the  ceremonies, 
while  she  continued  to  frequent  tlie  rooms  ; 
and,  iiaving  heard  that  he  was  a  poet,  began 
to  be  afraid  of  making  her  appearance  in  a 
ballad  or  lampoon.  She  therefore  made  ex- 
cuses for  what  she  had  done,  imputing  it  to 
the  flutter  of  her  spirits,  and  subscribed  hand- 
eomely  for  his  poems ;  so  that  he  was  per- 
fectly appeased,  and  overwhelmed  her  with 
a  profusion  of  compliment.  He  even  soli- 
cited a  reconciliation  with  Chowder,  which, 
however,  the  latter  declined ;  and  he  declared, 
that  if  he  could  find  a  precedent  in  the  annals 
of  Bath,  which  he  would  carefully  examine 
for  that  .purpose,  her  favourite  should  be 
admitted  to  the  next  public  breakfasting. 
But,  I  believe,  she  will  not  expose  herself  or 
him  to  the  risk  of  a  second  disgrace.  Who 
will  supply  the  place  of  Mackilligut  in  her 
affections,  I  cannot  foresee  ;  but  nothing  in 
the  shape  of  a  man  can  come  amiss.  Though 
she  is  a  violent  chnrchwoman,  of  the  most 
intolerant  zeal,  I  believe  in  my  conscience 
siie  would  have  no  objection,  at  present,  to 
treat  on  the  score  of  matrimony  with  an 
anabaptist,  quaker,  or  Jew  ;  and  even  ratify 
the  treaty  at  the  expense  of  her  own  con- 
ecience.  But,  pcA^haps,  I  think  too  hardly 
of  this  kinswoman,  who,  I  must  own,  is  very 
little  beholden  to  tiie  good  opinion  of  yours, 
j;  MELFORD, 
Bath,  May  G. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

You  ask  me,  why  1  don't  take  tlie  air 
a-horseback,  during  this  fine  weather]  In 
which  of  the  avenues  of  this  paradise  v.'ould 
you  have  me  take  that  exercise  ]  Shall  I 
commit  myself  to  the  high  roads  of  London 
or  Bristol,  to  be  stifled  with  dust,  or  pressed 
to  death  in  the  midst  of  post-chaises,  flying 
machines,  wagons,  and  coal-horses  ;  besides 
the  troops  of  fine  gentlemen  tliat  take  to  the 
highway,  to  show  their  horsemanship  ;  and 
the  coaches  of  fine  ladies,  who  go  thither  to 
show  their  equipages  1  Shall  I  attempt  the 
downs,  and  fatigue  myself  to  death  in  climb- 
ing up  an  eternal  ascent,  without  any  hopes 
vl  reaching  the  summit?  Know,  then,  I 
have  made  various  desperate  leaps  at  those 
upper  regions  ;  but  always  fell  backward  into 
this  vapour-pit,  exhausted  and  dispirited  by 
those  incfiectual  efforts ;  and  here  we  poor 
»^aletudinarians  pant  and  struggle  like  so 
many  Chinese  gudgeons,  gasping  in  the  bot- 


tom of  a  punch-bowl.  By  heaven,  it  is  a 
kind  of  enchantment !  If  I  do  not  speedily 
break  the  spell,  and  escape,  I  may  chance  to 
give  up  the  ghost  in  this  nauseous  stew  of 
corruption.  It  was  but  two  nights  ago  that 
I  had  \'.ke  to  have  made  my  public  exit,  at 
a  minute's  warning.  One  of  my  greatest 
weaknesses  is  that  of  sufiering  my.self  to  be 
over-ruled  by  the  opinion  of  people  wliceo 
judgment  I  despise.  I  own,  with  shame 
and  confusion  of  face,  tliat  importunity  of 
any  kind  I  cannot  resist.  This  want  ot 
courage  and  constancy  is  an  original  flaw  in 
my  nature,  whicli  you  must  have  often  ob- 
served witli  conjpassion,  if  not  with  contempt. 
I  am  afraid  some  of  our  boasted  virtues  may 
be  traced  up  to  this  defect. 

Without  further  preamble,  I  was  persuaded 
to  go  to  a  ball,  on  purpose  to  see  Liddy 
dance  a  minuet  with  a  young  petulant  jack- 
anapes, the  only  son  of  a  wealthy  undertaker 
from  London,  whose  mother  lodges  in  our 
neighbourhood,  and  has  contracted  an  ac- 
quaintance with  Tabby.  I  sat  a  couple  of 
long  hours,  half-stifled,  in  the  midst  of  a 
noisome  crowd,  and  could  not  help  wonder- 
ing, that  £0  many  hundreds  of  those  that 
rank  as  rational  creatures,  could  find  enter- 
tainment in  seeing  a  succession  of  insipid 
animals  describing  the  same  dull  figure  for  a 
whole  evening,  on  an  area  not  much  bigger 
than  a  tailor's  shop-board.  If  there  had  been 
any  beauty,  grace,  activity,  magnificent  dres?-', 
or  variety,  of  any  kind,  however  absurd,  to 
engage  the  attention  and  amuse  the  fancy, 
I  should  not  have  been  surprised  ;  but  there 
was  no  such  object — it  was  a  tiresome  repe- 
tition of  the  same  languid  frivolous  scene, 
performed  by  actors  that  seemed  to  sleep  in 
all  their  motions.  The  continual  swimming 
of  those  phantoms  before  my  eyes,  gave  me 
a  swimming  of  the  head,  which  was  also 
affected  by  the  fouled  air,  circulating  through 
such  a  number  of  rotten  human  bellows — 1 
therefore  retreated  towards  tlie  door,  and 
stood  in  the  passage  to  the  next  room,  talk- 
ing to  my  friend  Quin ;  when,  an  end  being 
put  to  the  minuets,  the  benches  were  removed 
to  make  way  for  the  country-dances,  and  the 
multitude  rising  at  once,  the  whole  atmos- 
phere was  put  in  commotion.  Then,  all  of 
a  sudden,  came  rushing  upon  me  an  Egyp- 
tian gale,  so  impregnated  with  pestilential 
vapours,  that  my  nerves  were  overpowered, 
and  I  dropt  senseless  upon  the  floor. 

You  may  easily  conceive  v/hat  a  clamour 
and  confusion  this  accident  must  have  pro- 
duced in  such  an  assembly.  I  soon  recover- 
ed, however,  and  found  myself  in  an  easy 
chair,  supported  by  my  own  people.  Sister 
Tabby,  in  lier  great  tenderness,  had  put  me 
to  the  torture,  squeezing  my  head  under  her 
arm,  and  stuffing  my  nose  with  spirits  of 
hartshorn,  till  the  whole  inside  was  excoria 
ted.  I  no  sooner  got  home  than  I  sent  flji 
Dr  Ch ,  v.'ho  assured  me  I  needed  jk* 
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be  alarmed,  for  my  swooning  was  entirely 
occasioned  by  an  accidental  impression  of 
foetid  effluvia  upon  nerves  of  uncommon  sen- 
sibility. I  know  not  how  other  people's 
nerves  are  constructed  ;  but  one  would  ima- 
crine  they  must  be  made  of  very  coarse  ma- 
terials, to  stand  the  shock  of  such  a  horrid 
assauli. 

It  was,  indeed,  a  compound  of  villainous 
smells,  in  which  the  most  violent  stinks  and 
the  most  powerful  perfumes  contended  for  the 
mastery.  Imagine  to  yourself  a  high  exalted 
essence  of  mingled  odours,  arising  from  pu- 
trid gums,  imposthumated  lungs,  sour  flatulen- 
ces, rank  armpits,  sweating  feet,  running  sores 
and  issues ;  plasters,  ointments  and  embroca- 
'Jons.  Hungary  water,  spirit  of  lavender,  assa- 
fujtida  drops,  musk,  hartshorn  and  sal  volatile : 
besides  a  thousand  frowzy  steams  which  I 
could  not  analyze.  Such,  O  Dick !  is  the  fra- 
grant ether  we  breathe  in  the  polite  assem- 
blies of  Bath — such  is  the  atmosphere  I  have 
exchanged  for  the  pure,  elastic,  animating 
air  of  the  Welsh  mountains — O  Rus!  quan- 
do  te  aspiciam !  1  wonder  what  the  devil 
possessed  me — but  few  words  are  best :  I 
have  taken  my  resolution — you  may  well 
suppose  I  don't  intend  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany with  a  second  exhibition.  I  have  prom- 
ised, in  an  evil  hour,  to  proceed  to  London, 
and  that  promise  shall  be  performed  ;  but  my 
stay  in  the  metropolis  shall  be  brief.  I  have, 
i'oT  the  benefit  of  my  health,  projected  an 
expedition  to  the  north,  which,  I  hope,  will 
atiord  some  agreeable  pastime.  I  have 
never  travelled  farther  that  way  than  Scar- 
borough :  and,  I  think  it  is  a  reproach  upon 
me  as  a  British  freeholder,  to  have  lived  so 
.ong  without  making  an  excursion  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Tweed.  Besides,  I  have 
some  relations  settled  in  Yorkshire,  to  whom 
it  m.ay  not  be  improper  to  introduce  my 
nephew  and  his  sister.  At  present  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  but  that  Tabby  is  happily 
disentangled  from  the  Irish  baronet  ;  and 
that  I  will  not  fail  to  make  you  acquainted 
(from  time  to  time)  with  the  sequel  of  our 
adventures  ;  a  mark  of  consideration  which, 
perhaps,  you  would  willingly  dispense  with 
in  vour  humble  servant, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Balh,  May  8. 

To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  oy  Jesus 
College,  Oxox. 

Dear  Phillips,— A  few  days  ago  we 
were  terribly  alarmed  by  my  uncle's  fainting 
at  a  ball — he  has  been  ever  since  cursing 
his  own  folly  for  going  thither  at  the  request 
ct'  an  impertinent  woman.  He  declares  he 
will  sooner  visit  a  house  infected  with  the 
plague,  than  trust  himself  in  such  a  nauseous 
spittal  for  the  future  :  f  >r  he  swears  the  ac- 
cident was  occasioned  ty  the  stench  of  the 


crowd  ;  and  that  he  would  never  desire  b 
stronger  proof  of  our  being  made  of  very 
gross  materials,  than  our  having  withstood 
the  annoyance  by  which  he  was  so  muchdis 
composed.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  very 
thankful  for  the  coarseness  of  my  organs, 
being  in  no  danger  of  ever  falling  a  sacrifice 
to  the  delicacy  of  my  nose.  Mr  Bramble  is 
extravagantly  delicate  in  all  his  sensations, 
both  of  soul  and  body.  I  was  informed  by 
Dr  Lewis,  that  he  once  fought  a  duel  with 
an  officer  of  the  horse-guards,  for  turning 
aside  to  the  Park  wall  on  a  necessary  occa- 
sion, when  he  was  passing  with  a  lady  under 
his  protection.  His  blood  rises  at  every  in- 
stance  of  insolence  and  cruelty,  even  where 
he  himself  is  no  way  concerned  ;  and  ingra- 
titude makes  his  teeth  chatter.  On  the  othe^; 
hand,  the  recital  of  a  generous,  humane,  or 
grateful  action,  never  fails  to  draw  from  him 
tears  of  approbation,  which  he  is  often  great- 
ly distressed  to  conceal. 

Yesterday,  one  Paunceford  gave  tea  on 
particular  invitation.  This  man,  after  hav- 
ing been  long  buffeted  by  adversity,  went 
abroad ;  and  Fortune,  resolving  to  make 
him  amends  for  her  former  coyness,  set  him 
all  at  once  up  to  the  very  ears  in  affluence. 
He  has  now  emerged  from  obscurity,  and 
blazes  out  in  all  the  tinsel  of  the  times.  I 
don't  find  that  he  is  charged  with  any  prac- 
tices that  the  law  deems  dishonest,  or  that 
his  wealth  has  made  him  arrogant  or  inac- 
cessible ;  on  the  contrary,  he  takes  great 
pains  to  appear  affable  and  gracious.  But, 
they  say,  he  is  remarkable  for  shrinking  from 
his  former  friendships,  which  were  generaUy 
too  plain  and  homespun  to  appear  amidst 
his  present  brilliant  connections  ;  and  that  he 
seems  uneasy  at  sight  of  some  old  benefac- 
tors, whom  a  man  of  honour  would  take 
pleasure  to  acknowledge.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
he  had  so  effectually  engaged  the  company 
at  Bath,  that,  when  I  went  with  my  uncle  to 
the  coffee-house  in  the  evening,  there  was 
not  a  soul  in  the  room  but  one  person,  seem- 
ingly in  years,  who  sat  by  the  fire  reading 
one  of  the  papers.  Mr  Bramble,  taking  his 
station  close  by  him, — "There  is  such  a 
crowd  and  confusion  of  chairs  in  the  passage 
to  Simpson's"  said  he,  "  that  we  could  hard- 
ly get  along.  I  wish  those  minions  of  for- 
tune would  fall  upon  more  laudable  ways  of 
spending  their  money.  I  suppose,  Bir,  you 
like  this  kind  of  entertainment  as  little  as  I 
dol"  "  I  can't  say  1  have  any  great  relish 
for  such  entertainments,"  answered  the  oth- 
er, without  taking  his  eyes  off  the  paper. 
"  Mr  Serle,"  resumed  my  uncle,  "  I  beg  par- 
don for  interrupting  you ;  but  I  can't  resist 
tiie  curiosity  I  ha'^e  to  know  if  you  received 
a  card  on  this  occasion  V 

The  man  seemed  surprised  at  this  address, 
and  made  some  pause,  as  doubtful  what  an- 
swer he  should  make.  "  I  know  my  curios- 
ity is  impertinent,'    added  m/  uncle,  "  bet 
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I  liave  a  particular  reason  for  asking  the  fa- 
vour." "  If  tliat  be  the  case,"  replied  Mr 
Serle,  "  I  shall  gratify  you  without  hesitation 
by  owning  that  I  have  had  no  card.  But, 
give  me  leave,  sir,  to  ask  in  my  turn,  what 
reason  you  think  I  have  to  expect  such  an 
invitation  from  the  gentleman  who  gives 
tea !"  "  I  have  my  own  reasons,"  cried  Mr 
Bramble,  with  some  emotion,  "  and  am  con- 
vinccd  more  than  ever,  that  this  Paunceford 
is  a  contemptible  follow."  "  Sir,"  said  the 
other,  laying  down  the  paper,  "  I  have  not  the 
honour  to  know  you  ;  but  your  discourse  is  a 
little  mysterious,  and  seems  to  require  some 
explanation.  The  i)erson  you  arc  pleased  to 
treat  so  cavalierly  is  a  person  of  some  con- 
.cequcncc  in  the  community :  and,  for  aught 
you  know,  I  may  also  have  my  particular 
reasons  for  defending  his  character — "  "  If 
I  was  not  convinced  of  the  contrary,"  ob- 
Berved  the  other,  "  I  should  not  have  gone 
so  far — "  "  Let  me  tell  you,  sir,"  said  the 
stranger,  raising  his  voice,  "you  have  gone 
too  far  in  hazarding  such  reflections " 

Here  ho  was  interrupted  by  my  uncle,  who 
asked  peevishly,  if  he  was  Don  Quixote 
enough  at  this  time  of  day,  to  throw  down 
his  gauntlet  as  champion  for  a  man  who  had 
treated  him  with  such  ungrateful  neglect. 
"  For  my  own  part,"  added  he,  "  I  shall 
never  quarrel  with  you  again  upon  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  what  I  have  said  nov/  has  been 
suggested  as  much  by  my  regard  for  you,  as 
by  my  contempt  of  him."  Mr  Serle,  pull- 
ing otfhis  spectacles,  eyed  uncle  very  earnest- 
ly, saying  in  a  mitigated  tone,  "  surely  I  am 
much  oWiged — ah,  Mr  Bramble,  I  now  recol- 
lect your  features,  though  I  have  not  seen  you 
these  many  years."  "We  might  have  been 
less  strangers  to  one  another,"  answered 
thesquire,  "if  our  intercourse  had  not  been  in- 
terrupted in  consequence  of  a  misunderstand- 
ing occasioned  by  this  very — but,  no  matter. 
Mr  Srrle,  I  esteem  your  character  ;  and  my 
friendship,  such  as  it  is,  you  may  freely  com- 
mand." "  The  offer  is  too  agreeable  to  be 
declined,"  said  ho  ;  "  I  embrace  it  very  cor- 
dially ;  and,  as  tlie  first  fruits  of  it,  request 
that  you  will  change  this  subject,  which, 
with  me,  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy." 

My  uncle  owned  he  was  right,  and  the 
discourse  took  a  more  general  turn.  Mr 
Serle  passed  the  evening  with  us  at  our 
lodgings ;  and  appeared  to  be  intelligent, 
and  even  entertaming,  but  his  disposition 
was  rather  of  a  melancholy  hue.  My  uncle 
Fays  he  is  a  man  of  uncommon  parts 
and  unquestioned  probity :  that  his  for- 
tune, which  was  originally  small,  has  been 
greatly  hurt  by  a  romantic  spirit  of  gene- 
rosity, which  ho  has  often  displayed,  even  at 
the  expense  of  his  discretion,  in  favour  of 
worthless  individuals :  that  he  had  rescued 
Paunceford  from  the  lowest  distress,  when 
he  was  a  bankrupt,  both  in  means  and  rcpu- 
»ation :  that  he  had  espoused  his  interests 
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with  a  degree  of  enthusiasm,  broke  witii 
several  friends,  and  even  drawn  his  sword 
against  my  uncle,  who  had  particular  rea- 
sons for  ([uestioning  the  moral  character  of 
the  said  I'aunceford  :  that,  witliout  Scrlc's 
countenance  and  assistance,  the  other  never 
could  liave  embraced  the  opportunity  which 
has  raised  him  to  this  pinnacle  of  wealth  : 
that  I'aunceford,  in  the  first  transports  of 
his  success,  had  written,  from  abroad,  letters 
to  different  correspondents,  owning  his  obli- 
gations to  Mr  Serle,  in  the  warmest  terms  of 
acknowledgement,  and  declaring  he  consider- 
ed himself  only  a.s  a  factor  for  the  occasions 
of  his  best  friend  :  that,  without  doubt,  lie 
had  made  declarations  of  the  same  nature  to 
his  benefactor  himself,  tho'.igh  tliis  last  was 
always  silent  and  reserved  on  the  subject  ; 
but,  for  some  years,  those  tropes  and  figures 
of  rhetoric  had  been  disused:  that  upon  his 
return  to  England,  he  had  been  lavish  in  his 
caresses  to  Mr  Serle,  invited  him  to  his 
house,  and  pressed  him  to  make  it  his  own  : 
that  ho  had  overwhelmed  him  with  general 
professions,  and  aflected  to  express  tiie 
warmest  regard  for  him,  in  company  of  their 
common  acquaintance  ;  so  that  every  body 
believed  his  gratitude  was  as  liberal  as  his 
fortune  ;  and  some  went  so  far  us  to  con- 
gratulate Mr  Serle  on  both. 

All  this  time  Paunceford  carefully  and  art- 
fully avoided  particular  discussions  with  his 
old  patron,  who  had  too  much  spirit  to  drop 
the  most  distant  hint  of  balancing  the  accoun* 
of  obligation  :  that,  nevertheless,  a  man  of 
his  feelings  could  not  but  resent  this  shock, 
ing  return  for  all  his  kindness  ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  withdrew  himself  from  the  connec- 
tion, without  coming  to  the  least  explana- 
tion, or  speaking  a  syllable  on  tiic  subject  to 
any  living  soul  ;  so  that  now  tlieir  corres- 
pondence is  reduced  to  a  slight  salute  with 
the  hat,  when  they  chance  to  meet  in  any 
public  place  ;  an  accident  tliat  rarely  hap- 
pens, for  their  walks  lie  different  ways.  Mr 
Paunceford  lives  in  a  palace,  feeds  upon 
dainties,  is  arrayed  in  sumptuous  apparel, 
appears  in  all  the  pomp  of  equipage,  and 
passes  his  time  among  the  nobles  of  the 
land.  Serle  lodges  in  Stall-street,  up  two 
pair  of  stairs  backwards,  walks  a-foot  in  a 
Bath  rug,  eats  for  twelve  shillings  a-week, 
and  drinks  water,  as  a  preservative  against 
the  gout  and  gravel.  Mark  the  vicissitude. 
Paunceford  once  resided  in  a  garret ;  where 
he  subsisted  upon  sheeps'  trotters  and  cow- 
heel,  from  which  commons  he  was  translated 
to  the  table  of  Serle,  that  ever  abounded  with 
good  cheer  ;  until  want  of  economy  and  re- 
tention reduced  him  to  a  slender  annuity,  }n 
his  decline  of  years,  that  scarce  affords  tho 
bare  necessaries  of  life.  Paunceford,  hov/- 
ever,  does  him  the  honour  to  speak  of  him 
still  with  uncommon  regard  ;  and  to  declare 
what  pleasure  it  would  give  him  to  confri- 
bute  in  any  shape  to  his  convenience  :  "  But 
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vou  know,"  he  never  fails  to  add,  "  he's  a 
shy  kind  of  a  man — and  then  such  a  perfect 
philosopher,  that  he  looks  upon  all  superflui- 
ties with  the  most  sovereign  contempt." 

Having  given  you  this  sketch  of  Squire 
Paunccford,  I  need  not  make  any  comment 
on  his  character,  but  leave  it  a;  the  mercy 
of  your  own  reflection  ;  from  wnich,  I  dare 
sav,  it  will  meet  with  as  little  quarter  as  it 
has  found  with  vours  always, 

J.  MELFORD. 

Bath,  Maxj  10. 


To  Mrs  Mary  Jones,  at  Brambleton- 
Hall. 

Dear  Molly, — We  are  all  upon  the  ving 
— hey  for  London,  girl  I — Fecks  !  we  have 
been  long  enough  here  ;  for  we're  all  turned 
tipsy  turvy — Mistress  has  excarded  Sir  Ulic 
for  kicking  of  Chowder;  and  I  have   sent 

0  Frizzle  away  with  a  flee  in  his  ear — I've 
shown  him  how  little  I  minded  his  tinsy  and 
nis  long  tail — a  fellor,  who  would  think  for 
to  go  for  to  offer  to  take  up  with  a  dirty 
trollop  under  my  nose — I  ketched  him  in  the 
very  feet,  coming  out  of  the  house-maid's 
garret — but  I  have  gi'en  the  dirty  slut  a 
Biserary.  O  Molly !  the  servants  at  Bath 
are  devils  in  garnet — they  lite  the  candle  at 
both  ends.  Here's  nothing  but  ginketting, 
and  wasting,  and  thieving,  and  tricking,  and 
trigging ;  and  then  they  are  never  content. 
They  won't  suffer  the  squire  and  mistress  to 
stay  any  longer,  because  they  have  been 
already  above  three  weeks  in  the  house,  and 
they  look  for  a  couple  of  ginneys  a-piece  at 
our  going  away ;  and  this  is  a  parquisite 
they  expect  every  month  in  the  season, 
being  as  how  no  family  has  a  right  to  stay 
longer  than  four  weeks  in  the  same  lodg- 
ings ;  and  so  the  cuck  swears  she  will  pin 
the  dish-clout  to  mistress's  tail,  and  the 
house-maid  vows  she'll  put  cow-itch  in  mas- 
ter's bed,  if  so  be  he  don't  discamp  without 
furder  ado.  I  don't  blame  them  for  making 
the  most  of  their  market,  in  the  way  of  vails 
and  parquisites  ;  and  I  defy  the  devil  to  say 

1  am  a  tail-carrier,  or  ever  brought  a  poor  sar- 
vant  into  trouble — but  then  they  ofl  to  have 
some  conscience,  in  vronging  those  tiiat  be 
earvants  like  themselves.  For  you  must  no, 
Molly,  I  missed  tliree-quartcrs  of  blond-lace, 
and  a  remnant  of  rnuslin,  and  my  silver  thim- 
ble, which  was  the  gift  of  true  love  ;  they 
were  all  in  my  work-basket,  that  I  left  upon 
the  table  in  the  sarvant's  hall,  when  mis- 
tress's bell  rung;  but  if  they  had  been  under 

ock  and  kay,  'twould  have  been  all  the 
same,  for  there  are  double  kays  to  all  the 
locks  in  Bath  ;  and  they  say  as  how  the  very 
locth  an't  safe  in  your  head,  if  you  sleep 
\vith  your  mouth  open.  And  so,  says  I  to 
myself,  tlicin  tliimrs  could  not  go  without 
hands,  and  so  Vll  walch  their  waters  ;  and 


so  I  did  with  a  vitncss — foi  then  it  was  1 
found  Bet  consarncd  with  O  Frizzle.  And  ad 
the  cuck  had  thrown  her  slush  at  me,  because 
I  had  taken  part  with  Chowder,  when  he  fi' 
with  the  turnspit,  1  resolved  to  make  a  cleai 
kitchen,  and  throw  some  of  her  fat  into  the 
fire.  I  ketched  the  charewoman  going  oit 
with  her  load  in  the  morning,  before  she 
thought  I  was  up,  and  brought  her  to  mis- 
tress with  her  whole  cargo — Marry,  what 
do'st  think  she  had  got,  m  the  name  of  God  ? 
Her  buckets  were  foaming  full  of  our  best 
beer,  and  her  lap  was  stuffed  with  a  cold 
tongue,  part  of  a  buttock  of  beef,  half  a 
turkey,  and  a  swinging  lump  of  butter,  aud 
the  matter  of  ten  moulded  kandles,  that  had 
scarce  ever  been  lit.  The  cuck  brazened  it 
out,  and  said  it  was  her  rite  to  rummage  the 
pantry,  and  she  was  ready  for  to  go  before 
the  mare  ;  that  he  had  been  her  potticary 
many  years,  and  would  never  think  of  hurt- 
ing a  poor  sarvant,  for  giving  away  the  scraps 
of  the  kitchen.  I  went  another  way  to  work 
with  Madam  Betty,  because  she  had  been 
saucy,  and  called  me  skandelus  names  ;  and 
said  O  Frizzle  could  not  abide  me,  and 
twenty  other  odorous  falsehoods.  I  got  a 
varrant  from  the  marc,  and  her  box  beiiig 
searched  by  the  constable,  my  thmgs  came 
out  sure  enough  ;  besides  a  full  pound  of  va.v 
candles,  and  a  nite-cap  of  mistress's,  that  1 
could  sware  to  on  my  cruperal  oaf.  O !  then 
Madam  Mopstick  came  upon  her  merry 
bones  ;  and  as  the  squire  would'nt  hare  of  a 
pursecution,  she  escaped  a  skewering ;  but 
the  longest  day  she  has  to  live,  she'll  remem- 
ber your  humble  sarvant, 

WINIFRED  JENKINS. 

Bath,  May  1.5. 

If  the  hind  should  come  again  before  we 
begone,  pray  send  me  the  shift  and  apron, 
with  the  vite  gallow  manky  shoes,  whicli 
you'll  find  in  my  pillober. — Service  to  Saul. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  op  Jesvb 
College,  Oxon. 

You  are  in  the  right,  dear  Phillips  ;  I  don't 
expect  regular  answers  to  every  letter.  I 
know  a  college  life  is  too  circumscribed  to 
aflx)rd  materials  for  such  quick  returns  of 
communication.  For  my  part,  I  am  con- 
tinually shifting  the  scene,  and  surrounded 
with  new  objects,  some  of  which  are  striking 
enough.  I  shall,  therefore,  conclude  my 
journal  for  your  amusement ;  and  though,  in 
all  appearance,  it  will  not  treat  of  very  im- 
portant or  interesting  particulars,  it  may 
prove,  perhaps,  not  altogether  uniustructive 
and  unentertaining. 

The  music  and  entertainments  of  Bath  are 
over  for  this  season  ;  and  all  our  gay  birds 
of  passage  have  taken  their  flight  to  Bristol- 
well,  Tunbridge,  Brightelmstone,  Scarbo- 
rougl^  Ilarrowgate,  &C.     Not  a  soul  is  scon 
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sn  tills  place,  but  a  lew  broken-winded  par- 
noiij:,  \\!i(ldlin>r  liko  so  many  crows  along  the 
North  Parade.  There  is  always  a  great 
6how  of  tlie  clergy  at  Bath ;  none  of  your 
ihin,  i)uny,  yellow,  hectic  figures,  exhausted 
Willi  absiiiience  and  hard  study,  labouring 
under  the  iiiorhi  cruditorum ;  but  great  over- 
grown dignitaries  and  rectors,  witli  rubicund 
noses  and  gouty  ankles,  or  broad  bloated 
faces,  dragging  along  great  swag  bellies,  the 
emblems  of  sloth  and  indigestion. 

Now  we  are  upon  the  subject  of  parsons, 
I  must  toll  you  a  ludicrous  adventure,  which 
was  achieved  the  other  day,  by  Tom  Eastgate, 
whom  you  inav  remember  on  the  foundation 
of  Queen's,  lie  had  been  very  assiduous  to 
pin  himself  upon  George  Prankly,  who  was 
a  gentleman  commoner  of  Christ  ('hurch, 
knowing  the  said  Prankly  was  heir  to  a  con- 
.siderablo  estate,  and  would  have  the  advow- 
son  of  a  good  living,  the  incumbent  of  which 
was  very  old  and  intirm.  He  studied  his 
passions,  and  flattered  them  so  etfectually, 
as  to  become  his  companion  and  counsellor  ; 
and  at  last  obtained  of  him  a  promise  of  the 
presentation,  when  the  living  siiould  fall. 
Prankly,  on  his  uncle's  death,  quitted  Ox- 
ford, and  made  his  Hrst  appearance  in  the 
fashionable  world  at  London,  from  whence 
he  came  lately  to  Bath,  where  he  has  been  ex- 
nibiting  himself  among  the  bucks  and  game- 
sters of  the  place.  Eastgate  followed  him 
hither;  but  he  should  not  have  quitted  him 
for  a  moment,  at  his  first  emerging  into  life. 
He  ought  to  have  known  he  was  a  fantastic, 
foolisht  fickle  fellow,  who  wouJd  forget  his 
college  attachments  the  moment  they  ceased 
appealing  to  his  senses.  Tom  met  with  a 
cold  reception  from  his  old  friend,  and  was, 
moreover,  informed,  that  he  had  promised 
the  living  to  another  man,  who  had  a  vote 
in  the  county,  where  he  proposed  to  offer 
himself  a  candidate  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion. He  now  remembered  nothing  of  East- 
gate,  but  the  freedoms  he  had  used  to  take 
with  hiiii,  while  Tom  had  quietly  stood  his 
butt,  with  an  eye  to  the  benefice  ;  and  those 
freedoms  lie  began  to  repeat,  in  common- 
place sarcasm  on  his  person  and  his  cloth, 
which  he  uttered  in  the  public  coffeehouse, 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  company.  But  he 
was  egregiously  mistaken  in  giving  his  own 
wit  creditforthattamencss  of  Eastgate,  which 
liad  been  entirely  owing  to  prudential  con- 
siderations. These  being  now  removed,  he 
retorted  his  repartee  with  interest,  and  found 
no  great  difiiculty  in  turning  the  laugh  upon 
the^ggressor,  who,  losing  his  temper,  called 
him  rames,  and  asked,  if  he  knew  whom  he 
talked  to.  After  much  altercation.  Frankly, 
shaking  his  cane,  bid  him  hold  his  tongue, 
otherwise  he  would  dust  his  cassock  for  him. 
"  1  have  no  pretensions  to  such  a  valet," 
said  Tom,  "  but  if  you  should  do  me  that 
ollicn,  and  overheat  yourself,  I  have  here  a 
good  oaken  towel  at  youi  service.'' 


Prank  y  was  equally  incensed  and  con- 
founded at  this  reply.  After  a  inoment'c 
pause,  he  took  iiim  aside  towards  the  win- 
(low,  and,  jjointing  to  the  clump  of  firs  on 
Clerkendown,  asked,  in  a  whisper,  if  he  had 
spirit  enough  to  meet  hiin  there,  with  a  case 
of  pistols,  at  six  o'clock  to-morrow  morning 
Eastgate  answered  in  the  atlirmative,  and 
with  a  steady  countenance,  assured  him,  ho 
would  not  fail  to  give  him  tlie  rendezvous  at 
the  hour  lie  moritioiied.  So  saying,  he  re- 
tired ;  and  the  challenger  staid  some  time  in 
manifest  agitation.  In  the  morning,  East- 
gale,  wlio  knew  his  man,  and  had  taken  his 
resolution,  went  to  Prankly's  lodgings,  and 
roused  him  by  live  o'clock. 

Tiie  squire,  in  all  probability,  cursed  his 
punctuality  in  his  heart,  but  he  atTecled  to 
talk  big;  but  having  prei)ared  his  artillery 
overnigiit,  they  cross<;d  tiie  water  at  the  end 
of  the  South  Parade.  In  their  passage  U|; 
tiie  hill,  Prankly  otlen  eyed  the  parson,  in 
hopes  of  perceiving  some  reluctance  in  his 
countenance  ;  but  as  no  such  marks  appear- 
ed, he  atlemj)ted  to  intimidate  him  by  word 
of  moulli.  "  If  tiiese  Hints  do  their  office,' 
said  ho,  "I'll  do  thy  business  in  a  few 
minutes."  "  I  desire  you  will  do  your  best," 
replied  the  other  ;  "  for  my  part,  I  come  not 
here  to  trifle.  Our  lives  are  in  the  hands  of 
God,  and  one  of  us  already  totters  on  the 
brink  of  eternity."  This  remark  seemed  t(j 
make  some  impression  upon  the  squire,  whcj 
changed  countenance,  and,  with  a  fallerin<^ 
accent,  observed, — "That  it  ill  became  o 
clergyman  to  be  concerned  in  quarrels  and 
bloodshed."  "  Your  insolence  to  me,"  saia 
Eastgate,  "I  should  have  bore  witii  patience, 
had  not  you  cast  the  most  infamous  reflec- 
tions upon  my  order,  the  honour  of  which  1 
think  myself  in  duty  bound  to  maintain,  even 
at  tlio  expense  of  my  heart's  blood;  and 
surely  it  can  be  no  crime  to  put  out  of  the 
world  a  profligate  wretch,  without  any  sense 
of  principle,  morality,  or  religion."  "Thou 
maycst  lake  away  my  life,"  cried  Prankly, 
in  great  perturbation,  "but  don't  go  to  mur- 
dcr  my  character — what  !  hast  got  no  con- 
science ■?"  "  jNIy  conscience  is  perfectly 
quiet,"  replied  the  other;  "and  now,  sir, 
we  are  upon  the  spot :  take  your  ground  as 
near  as  you  please  ;  prime  your  pistol ;  and 
the  Lord,  cf  his  infinite  mercy,  have  com- 
passion upon  your  miserable  soul  !" 

This  ejaculation  he  pronounced  in  a  loud 
solemn  tone,  with  his  hat  ofl",  and  his  cyea 
lifled  up  ;  then  drawing  a  large  horsc-pisiol, 
he  presented,  and  put  himself  in  a  posture 
of  action.  Prankly  took  his  distance,  and 
endeavoured  to  prime  ;  but  his  hand  shook 
with  such  violence,  that  he  found  this  opera- 
tion impracticable.  His  antagonist,  seeing 
how  it  was  with  him,  ofl'ered  his  assistance, 
and  advanced  for  that  purpose  :  when  tliR 
poor  squire,  exceedingly  alarmed  at  what  he 
had  hoard  and  seen,  desired  the  action  might 
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be  dcfen-ed  till  next  day,  as  he  had  not  set- 
tled his  affairs.  "I  ha'nt  made  my  will," 
said  he  ;  *'  my  sisters  are  not  provided  for  ; 
"ind  I  just  now  recollect  an  old  promise, 
which  my  conscience  tells  me  I  ought  to 
oerform.  I'll  fir.st  ronvince  thee  that  I  am 
Qot  a  wretch  with  ,ut  principle,  and  then 
ihou  shalt  have  an  opportunity  to  take  my 
life,  which  thou  se3mest  to  thirst  after  so 
eagerly." 

Eastgate  understood  the  hint,  and  told 
him,  that  one  day  should  break  no  squares  ; 
adding, — "  God  forbid  that  I  should  be  the 
means  of  hindering  you  from  acting  the  part 
of  an  honest  man  and  a  dutiful  brother." 
By  virtue  of  tliis  cessation,  they  returned 
jjeaceably  together.  Frankly  forthwith  made 
out  the  presentation  of  the  living,  and  de- 
livered it  to  Eastgate  ;  telling  him,  at  the 
same  time,  he  had  now  settled  his  affairs, 
and  was  ready  to  attend  him  to  the  fir-grove  ; 
but  Tom  declared  he  could  not  think  of  lift- 
ing his  hand  against  the  life  of  so  great  a 
benefactor.  He  did  more  :  when  they  next 
met  at  the  coffee-house,  he  asked  pardon  of 
Mr  Frankly,  if  in  his  passion  he  had  said  any 
thing  to  give  him  offence  ;  and  the  squire 
was  so  gracious  as  to  forgive  him  with  a 
cordial  sliake  of  the  hand,  declaring  that  he 
did  not  like  to  be  at  variance  with  an  old 
college  companion.  Next  day,  however,  he 
left  Bath  abruptly  ;  and  then  Eastgate  told 
me  all  these  particulars,  not  a  little  pleased 
witli  the  effects  of  his  own  sagacity,  by 
which  he  has  secured  a  living  worth  £160 
per  annum. 

Of  my  uncle,  I  have  nothing  at  present  to 
say,  but  that  we  set  out  to-morrow  for  Lon- 
don enfamille.  He  and  the  ladies,  with  the 
maid  and  Chowder,  in  a  coach ;  I  and  the 
man-servant  a-horseback.  The  particulars 
of  our  journey  you  shall  have  in  my  next, 
provided  no  accident  happens  to  prevent 
yours,  ever,  J.  MELFORD. 

Bath,  May  17. 


To  Doctor  Lewis. 

Dear  Dick, — I  shall  to-morrow  set  out 
for  London,  where  I  have  bespoke  lodgings 
at  Mrs  Norton's,  in  Golden  Square.  Al- 
though I  am  no  admirer  of  Bath,  I  shall 
leave  it  with  regret ;  because  I  must  part 
with  some  old  friends,  whom,  in  all  proba- 
bility, I  shall  never  see  again.  In  the  course 
of  coffee-house  conversation,  I  had  often 
heard  very  extraordinary  encomiums  passed 
on  the  performances  of  Mr  T ,  a  gentle- 
man residing  in  this  place,  who  paints  land- 
Bcapes  for  his  amusement.  As  I  have  no 
^eat  confidence  in  the  taste  and  judgment 
of  coffee-house  connoisseurs,  and  never 
received  much  pleafeire  from  this  branch  of 
the  art,  those  general  praises  made  no  im- 
fircssion  at  all  on  my  curiosity  ;  but,  at  the 


request  of  a  particular  friend,  I  went  yester- 
day to  see  the  pieces  which  had  been  so 
warmly  recommended.  I  must  own  1  am  no 
judge  of  painting,  though  very  fond  of  pic- 
tures. I  don't  imagine  that  my  senses  would 
play  me  so  false  as  to  betray  me  into  admi- 
ration  of  any  thing  that  was  very  i)ad ;  but 
true  it  is,  I  have  often  overlooked  capital 
beauties  in  pieces  of  extraordinary  merit. 
If  I  am  not  totally  devoid  of  taste,  however, 
this  young  gentleman  of  Bath  is  the  best 
landscape  painter  now  living:  I  was  struck 
with  his  performances  in  such  a  manner  as 
I  had  never  been  by  painting  before.  His 
trees  not  only  liave  a  richness  of  foliage,  and 
warmth  of  colouring,  which  delights  the 
view,  but  also  a  certain  magnificence  in  the 
disposition,  and  spirit  in  the  expression, 
which  I  cannot  describe.  His  management 
of  the  chiara  oscuro,  or  light  and  shadow, 
especially  gleams  of  sunshine,  is  altogether 
wonderful,  both  in  the  contrivance  and  exe- 
cution  ;  and  he  is  so  happy  in  his  perspective, 
and  marking  his  distances  at  sea,  by  a  pro- 
gressive series  of  ships,  vessels,  capes  and 
promontories,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking 
I  had  a  distant  view  of  thirty  leagues  upon 
the  back-ground  of  the  picture.  If  there  is 
any  taste  for  ingenuity  left  in  a  degenerate 
age,  fast  sinking  into  barbarism,  this  artist,] 
apprehend,  will  make  a  capital  figure,  as 
soon  as  his  works  are  known. 

Two  days  ago,  I  was  favoured  with  a  visit 
by  Mr  Fitzowen,  who,  with  great  formality, 
solicited  my  vote  and  interest  at  the  general 
election.  I  ought  not  to  have  been  shocked 
at  the  confidence  of  this  man  ;  though  it  was 
remarkable,  considering  what  had  passed  be- 
tween him  and  me  on  a  former  occasion. 
These  visits  are  mere  matter  of  form,  which 
a  candidate  makes  to  every  elector,  even  to 
those  who,  he  knows,  are  engaged  in  the  in- 
terest of  his  competitor,  lest  he  should  ex- 
pose himself  to  the  imputation  of  pride,  at  a 
time  when  it  is  expected  he  should  appear 
humble.  Indeed,  I  know  nothing  so  abject 
as  the  behaviour  of  a  man  canvassing  for  a 
seat  in  parliament.  This  mean  prostration 
(to  borough  electors  especially)  has,  I  ima- 
gine, contributed  in  a  great  measure  to  raise 
that  spirit  of  insolence,  among  the  vulgar, 
which,  like  the  devil,  will  be  found  very  diffi- 
cult to  lay.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  was  in  some 
confusion  at  the  effrontery  of  Fitzowen  ;  but 
I  soon  recollected  myself,  and  told  him,  I 
had  not  yet  determined  for  whom  I  should 
give  my  vote,  nor  whether  I  should  give  it 
for  any.  The  truth  is,  I  look  upon  both  can- 
didates in  the  same  light ;  and  should  tiiink 
myself  a  traitor  to  the  constitution  of  my 
country,  if  I  voted  for  either.  If  every  elec- 
tor would  bring  the  same  consideration  home 
to  his  conscience,  we  should  not  have  such 
reason  to  exclaim  against  the  venality  Oi' 
parliaments.  But  we  arc  all  a  pack  of  venal 
and  corrupted  rascals ;  so  lost  to  all  aensu 
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of  honesty,  and  all  teiKlcrnoss  of  cliaractor, 
timt,  in  a  little  time,  I  am  fully  persuaded 
nothing  will  be  infamous  bii  virtue  and  pub- 
lic spirit. 

G.  11 ,  who  is  really  an  enthusiast  in 

patriotism,  and  represented  the  capital  in 
several  successive  parliaments,  declared  to 
me  t'other  day,  with  the  tears  in  his  eyes, 
that  he  had  lived  above  thirty  years  in  the 
city  of  Loudon,  and  dealt,  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce, with  all  tiie  citizens  of  note  in  their 
turns  ;  but  that,  as  lie  should  answer  to  God, 
he  had  never,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
found  above  three  or  four  whom  he  could 
call  thoroughly  honest ;  a  declaration  which 
was  rather  inortifyinor  than  surprisinf^  to  me, 
who  have  found  so  few  men  of  wortii  in  the 
course  of  my  acquaintance,  that  they  serve 
only  as  e.xceptions  ;  wliich,  in  the  gramma- 
rians' phrase,  confirm  and  prove  a  general 

canon.    1  know  you  will  say,  G.  H saw 

imperfectly  througli  the  mist  of  prejudice, 
and  I  am  rankled  by  the  spleen.  Perhaps 
vou  arc  partly  in  the  right ;  for  I  have  per- 
ceived tiiat  my  opinion  of  mankind,  like 
mercury  in  tiie  thermometer,  rises  and  falls 
according  to  the  variations  of  the  weather. 

Pray  settle  accounts  with  Barnes  ;  take 
what  money  of  mine  is  in  his  hands,  and 
give  liim  acquittance.  If  you  think  Davis 
has  stock  or  credit  enough  to  do  justice  to 
the  farm,  give  him  a  discharge  for  the  rent 
that  is  due:  this  will  animate  his  industry; 
for  I  know  that  nothing  is  so  discouraging  to 
a  farmer  as  tlie  thoughts  of  being  in  arrears 
with  his  landlord.  He  becomes  dispirited, 
and  neglects  his  labour ;  and  so  the  farm 
goes  to  wreck.  Tabby  has  been  clamouring 
for  some  days  about  the  lamb's  skin,  which 
Williams  the  hind  begged  of  me  when  he 
was  last  at  Bath.  Prithee  take  it  back,  pay- 
ing the  fellow  the  full  value  of  it,  that  I  may 
have  some  peace  in  my  own  house  ;  and  let 
him  keep  his  own  counsel,  if  he  means  to 
keep  his  place.  O !  I  shall  never  presume 
to  despise  or  censure  any  poor  man  for  suf- 
fering himself  to  be  henpecked  ;  conscious 
how  I  myself  am  obliged  to  truckle  to  a  do- 
mestic demon,  even  though  (blessed  be  God) 
she  is  not  yoked  with  me  for  life  in  the  ma- 
trimonial wagon.  She  has  quarrelled  with 
the  servants  of  the  house  about  vails;  and 
fauch  intolerable  scolding  ensued  on  both 
Rides,  that  I  have  been  fain  to  appease  the 
cook  and  chambermaid  by  stealth.  Can't 
you  find  some  poor  gentleman  of  Wales,  to 
take  this  precious  commodity  otf  the  hands 
ofvours,  M.  "BRAMBLE. 

Bath,  May  19. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Doctor  Lews, — Give  me  leaf  to  tell  you, 
methinks   y  ju   mought  employ  your  talons 
setter,  than  ;o  encourage  servants  to  pillage 
&  M- 


their  masters?.  1  find  by  Gwylliam,  thatVil^ 
liams  has  got  my  skin  ;  for  which  he  is  aii 
impotent  rascal.  Ho  lias  not  only  got  my 
skin,  but,  moreover,  my  buttermilk  to  fatten 
his  pigs;  and,  I  suppose,  tlie  next  thing  he 
gets  will  bo  my  pad  to  carry  his  daughter  to 
church  and  fair  :  Roger  gets  this,  and  Roger 
gets  that ;  but  I'd  have  you  to  know,  I  won't 
be  rogered  at  this  rate  by  any  ragmatica. 
fellow  in  the  kingdom.  And  I  am  surprised, 
Doctor  Lews,  you  would  offer  to  put  my 
atiairs  in  composition  with  the  refuge  and 
skim  of  the  hearth.  I  have  toiled  and  moyl- 
ed  to  a  good  purpus,  for  the  advantage  of 
Matt's  fiunily,  if  1  can't  safe  as  much  owl  as 
will  make  me  an  under  petticoat.  As  for 
the  butter-milk,  ne'er  a  pig  in  the  parish  shall 
thrust  his  snout  in  it  with  my  good-will. 
There's  a  famous  physician  at  the  hot-well, 
that  prescribes  it  to  his  patience,  when  the 
case  is  consumptive ;  and  the  Scots  and 
Irish  have  begun  to  drink  it  already,  in  such 
quantities,  that  there  is  not  a  drop  left  for 
the  hogs  in  the  whole  neighbourliood  of  Bris- 
tol. I'll  have  our  buttermilk  barrelled  up, 
and  sent  twice  a-week  to  Aberginny,  where 
it  may  be  sold  for  a  half-penny  the  quart :  and 
so  Roger  may  carry  his  pigs  to  another 
market.  I  hope.  Doctor,  yon  will  not  go  to 
push  any  more  such  phims  in  my  brother's 
head,  to  the  prejudice  of  my  pockat ;  but 
rather  give  me  some  raisins  (which  hitherto 
vou  have  not  done)  to  subscribe  myself  your 
humble  servant,  TAB.  BRAMBLE. 

Bath,  May  19. 


To  Sm  Watkin  Phillips,  Baut.  of  Jesvs 
College,  Oxo.n. 

Dear  Sir, — Without  waiting  for  your  an- 
swer to  my  last,  I  proceed  to  give  you  an 
account  of  our  journey  to  London,  which  has 
not  been  wholly  barren  of  adventure.  Tues- 
day last,  the  squire  took  his  place  in  a  hired 
coach-and-fonr,  accompanied  by  his  sister 
and  mine,  and  Mrs  Tab'oy's  maid,  Winifred 
Jenkins,  whose  province  it  was  to  support 
Chowder  on  a  cushion  in  her  lap.  I  could 
scarce  refrain  from  laughing  when  I  looked 
into  the  vehicle,  and  saw  that  animal  sitting 
opposite  to  my  uncle,  like  any  other  passen- 
ger. The  squire,  ashamed  of  his  situation, 
blushed  to  the  eyes,  and,  calling  to  the 
postilions  to  drive  on,  pulled  the  glass  up  in 
my  face.  I,  and  his  servant  John  Thomas, 
attended  them  on  horseback. 

Nothing  worth  mentioning  occurred,  till 
we  arrived  on  the  edge  of  Marlborough 
downs.  There  one  of  the  fore-horses  fell, 
in  going  down  hill  at  a  round  trot ;  and  thy 
postilion  behind,  endeavouring  to  stop  th« 
carriage,  pulled  it  on  one  side  into  a  deep 
rut,  where  it  was  fairly  overturned.  1  had 
rode  on  about  two  hundred  yards  before ; 
but,  hearing  a  loud  scream,  galloped  Viack, 
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and  disniounteJ,  to  a^ive  what  assistance  was 
in  my  power.  When  I  looked  into  the 
coach,  I  could  see  nothing-  distinctly,  but  the 
nether  end  of  Jenkins,  wKo  was  kicking  her 
beels  and  squalling  with  great  vociferation. 
All  of  a  sudden,  my  uncle  thrust  up  his  bare 
pate,  and  boited  through  the  window,  as 
nimble  as  a  grasshopper,  having  made  use 
of  poor  Win's  posteriors  as  a  step  to  rise  in 
his  ascent :  the  man  (who  had  likewise  quit- 
ted his  horse)  dragged  this  forlorn  damsel, 
more  dead  than  alive,  through  the  same 
opening.  Then  Mr  Bramble,  pulling  the 
door  off  its  hinges,  with  a  jerk,  laid  hold  on 
Liddy's  arm,  and  brought  her  to  the  light, 
very  much  frighted,  but  little  hurt.  It  fell 
to  my  share  to  deliver  our  aunt  Tabitha,  who 
had  lost  her  cap  in  the  struggle  ;  and,  being 
rather  more  than  lialf  frantic  with  rage  and 
terror,  was  no  bad  representation  of  one  of 
the  sister  furies  that  guard  the  gates  of  hell. 
She  expressed  no  sort  of  concern  for  her 
brother,  who  ran  about  in  the  cold,  without 
his  periwig,  and  worked  with  the  most  aston- 
ishing agility,  in  helping  to  disentangle  the 
horses  from  the  carriage  ;  but  she  cried,  in  a 
tone  of  distraction, — "  Chowder  !  Chowder  ! 
my  dear  Chowder  !  my  poor  Chowder  is  cer- 
tainly killed  !" 

This  was  not  the  case — Chowder,  after 
having  tore  my  uncle's  leg  in  the  confusion 
of  the  fall,  had  retreated  under  the  seat,  and 
from  thence  the  footman  drew  him  by  the 
neck  ;  for  which  good  office  he  bit  his  fingers 
to  the  bone.  The  fellow,  who  is  naturally 
surly,  was  so  provoked  at  this  assault,  that 
he  saluted  his  ribs  with  a  hearty  kick,  ex- 
claiming,— '•  Damn  the  nasty  son  of  a  b , 

and  them  he  belongs  to !"  a  benediction 
which  was  by  no  means  lost  upon  the  impla- 
cable virago  his  mistress.  Her  brother,  how- 
ever, prevailed  upon  her  to  retire  into  a 
peasant's  house,  near  the  scene  of  action, 
where  his  head  and  her's  were  covered,  and 
poor  Jenkins  had  a  fit.  Our  next  care  was 
to  apply  some  sticking-plaster  to  the  wound 
in  his  leg,  which  exhibited  the  impression 
of  Chowder's  teeth ;  but  he  never  opened 
his  lips  against  the  delinquent.  Mrs  Tabby, 
alarmed  at  this  scene, — "  You  say  nothing, 
Matt,"  cried  slie,  "but  I  know  your  mind — I 
know  the  3[fite  yon  have  to  that  poor  unfor- 
tunate animal  !  I  know  you  intend  to  take 
his  life  away  !"  "  You  are  mistaken,  upon 
my  honour !"  replied  the  squire,  with  a  sar- 
castic smile,  •'  I  should  be  incapable  of  har- 
bouring any  such  cruel  design  against  an 
object  so  amiable  and  inoffensive,  even  if  he 
Lad  not  the  hajjpiness  to  be  your  favourite." 

John  Thomas  was  not  so  delicate.  The 
fellow,  whetlier  really  alarmed  for  his  life,  or 
instigated  by  the  desire  of  revenge,  carrtc  in, 
and  bluntly  demanded  that  the  dog  should 
Ite  put  to  death,  on  tiie  supposition  that,  if 
tver  he  should  run  mad  liereafter,  he,  who 
Tind  been  bit  by  him,  would  be  infected.    My 


uncle  calmly  argued  upon  the  absurdity  of 
his  opinion,  observing,  that  he  himself  was 
in  the  same  predicament,  and  would  cer- 
tainly take  the  precaution  he  proposed,  if  he 
was  not  sure  he  ran  no  risk  of  infection. 
Nevertlieless,  Thomas  continued  obstinate; 
and,  at  length,  declared,  that  if  the  dog  waa 
not  shot  immediately,  he  himself  would  bo 
his  executioner.  This  declaration  opened 
the  flood-gates  of  Tabby's  eloquence,  which 
would  have  shamed  the  first-rate  oratress 
of  Billingsgate.  The  footman  retorted  in 
tlie  same  style ;  and  the  squire  dismissed 
him  from  his  service,  after  having  prevented 
me  from  giving  him  a  good  horse-whipping 
for  his  insolence. 

The  coach  being  adjusted,  another  diffi- 
culty occurred.  Mrs  Tabitha  absolutely  re- 
fused to  enter  it  again,  unless  another  driver 
could  be  found  to  take  the  place  of  the  pos- 
tilion, who,  she  affirmed,  had  overturned  the 
carriage  from  malice  aforethought.  After 
much  dispute,  the  man  resigned  his  place  to 
a  shabby  country  fellow,  who  undertook  to 
go  as  far  as  Marlborough,  where  they  could 
be  better  provided ;  and  at  that  place  we 
arrived  about  one  o'clock,  without  farther 
impediment.  Mrs  Bramble,  however,  found 
new  matter  of  offence,  which,  indeed,  she 
had  a  particular  gbnius  for  extracting  at  will 
from  almost  every  incident  in  life.  We  had 
scarce  entered  the  room  at  Marlborough, 
where  we  staid  to  dine,  when  she  exhibited 
a  formal  complaint  against  the  poor  fellow 
who  had  superseded  the  postilion.  She  said 
he  was  such  a  beggarly  rascal,  that  he  had 
ne'er  a  shirt  to  his  back  ;  and  had  the  impu- 
dence to  shock  her  sight  by  showing  his 
bare  posteriors,  for  which  act  of  indelicacy  he 
deserved  to  be  set  in  the  stocks.  Mrs  Wini- 
fred Jenkins  confirmed  the  assertion,  with  re- 
spect to  his  nakedness,  observing,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  had  a  skin  as  fair  as  alabaster. 

"  This  is  a  heinous  offence  indeed,"  cried 
my  uncle,  "let  us  hear  what  the  fellow  has 
to  say  in  his  own  vindication."  He  was  ac- 
cordingly summoned,  and  made  his  appear- 
ance, which  was  equally  queer  and  pathetic. 
He  seemed  to  be  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
of  a  middling  size,  with  bandy  legs,  stooping 
shoulders,  high  forehead,  sandy  locks,  pink- 
ing eyes,  flat  nose,  and  long  chin — but  hia 
complexion  was  of  a  sickly  yellow :  his 
looks  denoted  famine  ;  and  the  rags  that  he 
wore  could  hardly  conceal  what  decency  re- 
quires to  be  covered.  My  uncle,  having 
surveyed  him  attentively,  said,  with  an  iron- 
ical expression  in  his  countenance, — "  An't 
you  ashamed,  fellow,  to  ride  postilion  with- 
out a  sbirt  to  cover  your  backside  from  the 
view  of  the  ladies  in  the  coach  1"  "Yes,  I 
am,  an'  please  your  noble  honour,"  answered 
the  man,  "  but  necessity  has  no  law,  as  the 
saying  is — and  more  than  that,  it  was  an 
accident — my  breeches  cracked  behind  after 
I  had  got  into  the  saddle — "     "  You're  an 
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impudent  varlet,"  cried  Mrs  Tabby,  '•  for 
presuming  to  ride  before  persons  of  fushion 
witliout  a  sliirt."  "  I  am  so,  an'  please  your 
worthy  ladyship,"  said  lie,  "but  I'm  a  poor 
Wiilslure  la.d — I  ha'n't  a  shirt  in  the  world, 
'.hat  1  can  call  my  own,  nor  a  rag  of  clothes, 
an'  ])lea.^e  your  ladysliip,  but  what  you  see — 
I  have  no  friend  nor  relation  upon  eartii  to 
help  me  out — 1  have  had  the  fever  and  ague 
these  six  months,  and  spent  all  I  had  in  the 
world  upon  doctors,  and  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together ;  and,  saving  your  ladyship's 
pood  presence,  J  ha'n't  broke  bread  these 
four-and-twcnty  hours." 

Mrs  Bramble,  turning  from  him,  said  she 
had  never  seen  such  a  filthy  taterdemalion, 
and  bid  him  begone ;  observing,  that  he 
would  fill  the  room  full  of  vermin.  Her  bro- 
ther darted  a  significant  glance  at  her,  as  she 
retired  with  Liddy  into  another  apartment; 
and  then  asked  the  man  if  he  was  known  to 
any  person  in  Marlborough  "J  When  he  an- 
swered that  tlie  landlord  of  the  inn  had  known 
him  from  his  infancy,  mine  host  was  imme- 
diately called,  and,  being  interrogated  on  the 
subject,  declared,  that  tlie  young  fellow's' 
name  was  Humphry  Clinker:  that  he  had 
been  a  love-begotten  babe,  brought  up  in  the 
work-house,  and  put  out  apprentice  by  the 
parish  to  a  country  blacksmith,  who  died  be- 
fore the  boy's  tiaie  was  out :  that  he  had  for 
some  time  worked  under  his  ostler,  as  a 
helper  and  extra-postilion,  till  ho  was  taken 
ill  of  the  ague,  which  disabled  him  from  get- 
ting his  bread  :  that,  having  sold  or  pawned 
every  thing  he  had  in  the  world  for  his  cure 
and  subsistence,  he  became  so  miserable  and 
shabby,  that  he  disgraced  the  stable,  and  was 
dismissed ;  but  that  he  never  heard  any 
thing  to  the  prejudice  of  his  chamcter  in 
other  respects.  "So  that  the  fellow  being 
sick  and  destitute,"  said  my  uncle,  "you 
turned  him  out  to  die  in  the  streets."  "  I 
pay  the  poor's  rate,"  replied  the  other,  "and 
I  iiave  no  right  to  maintain  idle  vagrants, 
cither  in  sickness  or  health  ;  besides,  such  a 
tniserable  object  would  have  brought  a  dis- 
;»redit  upon  my  house."' 

"  You  perceive,"  said  the  squire,  turning 
to  me,  "our  landlord  is  a  christian  of  bowels 
— who  shall  presume  to  censure  the  morals 
of  the  age,  when  the  very  publicans  exhibit 
6uch  examples  of  humanity? — Hark  ye. 
Clinker,  you  arc  a  most  notorious  offender 
— you  stand  convicted  of  sickness,  hunger, 
wretchedness,  and  want — but,  as  it  does  not 
belong  to  mo  to  punish  criminals,  I  will  only 
take  upon  ine  the  task  of  giving  you  a  word 
of  advice — get  a  shirt  with  all  convenient 
liispatcli,  that  your  nakedness  may  not  hence- 
forward give  offence  to  travelling  gentle- 
women, especially  maidens  in  years." 

Sj  saying,  he  put  a  guinea  into  the  hand 
of  the  poor  fellow,  who  stood  staring  at  him 
m  silence,  with  his  mouth  wide  open,  till  the 
l&ndlord  pustied  him  out  of  the  room. 


In  the  afternoon,  as  our  aunt  stept  into 
the  coach,  she  observed,  with  some  marks 
of  satisfuction,  that  the  postilion  who  rode 
next  to  her  was  not  a  shabby  wretch  like  the 
ragamuffin  who  had  drove  them  into  Marl- 
borough. Indeed,  the  difference  was  very 
consi)icuous  :  this  was  a  smart  fellow,  with 
a  narrow  brimmed  hat,  with  gold  cording,  » 
cut  bob,  a  decent  blue  jacket,  leather  brecjches, 
and  a  clean  linen  shirt,  pulled  above  the 
waistband.  When  we  arrived  at  the  castle 
on  Spinhill,  where  we  lay,  this  new  postilion 
Wtis  remarkably  assiduous  in  bringing  in 
loose  parcels  ;  and  at  length  displayed  the 
individual  countenance  of  Humphry  Clinker, 
who  had  inetamor|)hoscd  himself  in  this  man- 
ner, by  relieving  from  pawn  part  of  his  own 
clothes,  with  the  money  he  had  received 
from  Mr  Bramble. 

Howsoever  pleased  the  rest  of  the  company 
were  with  such  a  favourable  change  in  the 
appearance  of  this  poor  creature,  it  soured  on 
the  stomach  of  Mrs  Tabby,  who  had  not  yet 
digested  the  affront  of  his  naked  skin.  She 
tossed  her  nose  in  disdain,  saying,  she  sup- 
posed her  broth(<r  had  taken  him  into  favour, 
because  he  had  insulted  her  with  his  obsce- 
nity ;  that  a  fool  and  his  money  were  soon 
parted  ;  but  that  if  Matt  intended  to  take  the 
fellow  with  him  to  London,  she  would  not  go 
a  foot  farther  that  way.  My  uncle  said  noth- 
ing  with  his  tongue,  though  liis  looks  were 
sufficiently  expressive ;  and  next  morning 
Clinker  did  not  appear,  so  that  we  proceed- 
ed without  fartiier  altercation  to  Salthill, 
where  we  proposed  to  dine.  There,  the 
first  person  that  came  to  the  side  of  the 
coach,  and  began  to  adjust  the  footboard, 
was  no  other  than  Humjjhry  Clinker.  When 
I  handed  out  Mrs  Bramble,  she  eyed  him 
with  a  furious  look,  and  passed  into  the 
house — my  uncle  was  embarrassed,  and 
asked  him  peevishly  what  had  brought  him 
hither"?  The  fellow  said,  his  honour  had 
been  so  good  to  him,  that  he  had  not  the 
heart  to  part  with  him  ; — that  he  would  fol- 
low him  to  the  world's  end,  and  serve  him  all 
the  days  of  his  life  without  fi.'o  or  reward. 

Mr  Bramble  did  not  know  whether  to  chide 
or  to  laugh  at  this  declaration.  He  foresaw 
much  contradiction  on  the  side  of  Tabby ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  conld  not  but  be 
pleased  with  the  gratitude  of  Clinker,  as 
well  as  with  the  simplicity  of  his  character. 
— "Suppose  I  was  inclined  to  take  you  into 
my  service,"  said  he,  "  what  are  your  quali- 
fications? what  are  you  good  for?"  "An' 
please  your  honour,"  answered  this  or.gina], 
"  I  can  read  and  write,  and  do  the  business 
of  the  stable  indifferent  well.  I  can  dresa 
a  horse  and  shoe  him,  and  bleed  and  rowel 
him  ;  and,  as  for  the  practice  of  sow-gelding, 
I  won't  turn  my  back  on  e'er  a  he  in  the 
comity  of  Wilts.  Tiien  I  can  rmike  hog's 
puddings  and  hobnail^;,  mend  kettles  and  tin 
saucepans — "    Here  uncle  burst  out  a-laujjh  - 
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mg;  and  inquired  what  other  accomplish- 
ments iie  was  master  of!  "I  know  some- 
thing of  single-stick  and  psalmody,"  pro- 
ceeded Clinker,  "I  can  play  upon  the  Jew's 
harp,  sincf  Black-eyed  Susan,  Arthur  O'Brad- 
ley,  and  divers  other  songs ;  I  can  dance  a 
\VeIsli  jig,  and  Nancy  Dawson  ;  wrestle  a 
fall  with  any  lad  of  my  inches,  when  I'm  in 
heart ;  and  (under  correction)  1  can  find  a 
hare  when  your  honour  wants  a  bit  of  game." 
"  Foregad,  thou  art  a  complete  fellow  !" 
cried  my  uncle,  still  laughing;  "I  have  a 
mind  to  take  thee  into  my  family.  Prithee, 
go  and  try  if  thou  canst  make  peace  with 
my  sister — thou  hast  given  her  much  offence 
by  showing  her  thy  naked  tail." 

Clinker,  accordingly,  followed  us  into  the 
room,  cap  in  hand,  where,  addressing  him- 
self to  Mrs  Tabitha, — "  May  it  please  your 
ladyship's  worship,"  cried  he,  "  to  pardon 
and  forgive  my  offences,  and,  with  God's 
assistance,  I  shall  take  care  that  my  tail  shall 
never  rise  up  in  judgment  against  me,  to  of- 
fend your  ladyship  again.  Do,  pray,  good, 
sweet,  beautiful  lady,  take  compassion  on  a 
poor  sinner — God  bless  your  noble  counte- 
nance, I  am  sure  you  are  too  handsome  and 
generous  to  bear  malice.  T  will  serve  you 
on  my  bended  knees,  by  night  and  by  day, 
by  land  and  by  water,  and  all  for  the  love  and 
pleasure  of  serving  such  an  excellent  lady." 

This  compliment  and  humiliation  had  some 
effect  upon  Tabby  ;  but  she  made  no  reply  ; 
and  Clinker,  taking  silence  for  consent,  gave 
his  attendance  at  dinner.  The  fellow's  nat- 
ural awkwardness,  and  the  flutter  of  his  spi- 
rits, were  productive  of  repeated  blunders  in 
the  course  of  his  attendance.  At  length  he 
spilt  part  of  a  custard  upon  her  right  shoul- 
der ;  and,  starting  back,  trode  upon  Chow- 
der, who  set  up  a  dismal  howl.  Poor  Hum- 
phry was  so  disconcerted  at  this  double 
mistake,  that  he  dropt  the  china  dish,  which 
broke  into  a  thousand  pieces  ;  then,  falling 
dovvn  upon  his  knees,  remained  in  that  pos- 
ture, gaping  with  a  most  ludicrous  aspect  of 
distress.  Mrs  Bramble  fiev/  to  the  dog,  and, 
Bnatching  iiim  in  her  arms,  presented  him  to 
her  brotlier,  saying,  "  This  is  all  a  concerted 
scheme  against  this  unfortunate  animal, 
whose  only  crime  is  its  regard  for  me — here 
it  is ;  kill  it  at  once  ;  and  then  you'll  be 
satisfied." 

Clinker,  hearing  these  words,  and  takjjig 
them  in  the  literal  acceptation,  got  up  in 
fc-orne  hurry,  and,  seizing  a  knife  from  the 
tsideboard,  cried,  "  Not  here,  an't  please 
your  ladyship — it  will  daub  the  room — give 
him  to  me,  and  PI!  carry  him  into  the  ditch 
by  the  road-side."  To  this  proposal  he  re- 
ceived no  other  answer  than  a  hearty  box  on 
the  ear,  that  made  him  stagger  to  tlie  other 
side  of  the  room.  "  What !"  said  she  to 
her  brother,  "  am  I  to  be  affronted  by  every 
inangv  iiound  that  you  pick  up  in  the  high- 
ivay]     1  insist  upon  your  sending  this  ras- 


callion  about  h:s  business  immed'iately.'' 
"  For  God's  sake,  sister,  compose  yourself," 
said  my  uncle,  "  and  consider  that  the  poor 
fellow  is  innocent  of  any  intention  to  give  you 
offence.''  "  Innocent  as  the  babe  unborn," 
cried  Humphry.  •  I  see  it  plainly,"  exclaim- 
ed  this  implacable  maiden,  "  he  acts  by  your 
direction  ;  and  you  are  resolved  to  support 
him  in  his  impudence.  This  is  a  bad  return 
for  all  the  services  I  have  done  you ;  for 
nursing  you  in  your  sickness,  managing  your 
family,  and  keeping  you  from  ruining  your- 
self  by  your  own  imprudence — but  now  you 
shall  part  with  that  rascal  or  me,  upon  the 
spot,  without  farther  loss  of  time  :  and  the 
world  shall  see  whether  you  have  more  regard 
for  your  own  flesh  and  blood,  or  for  a  beer, 
garly  foundling,  taken  from  a  dunghill." 

Mr  Bramble's  eyes  began  to  glisten,  and 
his  teeth  to  chatter.  "  If  stated  fairly," 
said  he,  raising  his  voice,  "  the  question  is, 
whether  I  have  spirit  to  shake  off  an  intole- 
rable yoke,  by  one  effort  of  resolution,  or 
meanness  enough  to  do  an  act  of  cruelty 
and  injustice,  to  gratify  the  rancour  of  a  ca- 
pricious woman.  Hark  ye,  Mrs  Tabitha 
Bramble  !  I  will  now  propose  an  alternative 
in  my  turn — either  discard  your  four-footed 
favourite,  or  give  me  leave  to  bid  3'ou  eternally 
adieu: — for  I  am  determined  that  he  and  I 
shall  live  no  longer  under  the  same  roof; 
and  now  to  dinner  with  what  appetite  you 
may.''  Thunderstruck  at  this  declaration, 
she  sat  down  in  a  corner;  and,  after  a  pause 
of  some  minutes,  *'  Sure  I  don't  understand 
you.  Matt,"  said  she  !  "And  yet  I  spoke  in 
plain  English" — answered  the  squire,  with 
a  peremptory  look.  "  Sir,"  resumed  this  vi- 
rago, effectually  humbled,  "it  is  your  prero- 
gative to  command,  and  my  duty  to  obey.  1 
can't  dispose  of  the  dog  in  this  place  ;  but  if 
you'll  allow  him  to  go^in  the  coach  to  Lon- 
don, I  give  you  my  word  he  shall  never  trou 
ble  you   again." 

Her  brother,  entirely  disarmed  by  this  mild 
reply,  declared  she  could  ask  liim  nothing  in 
reason  that  he  would  refuse;  adding,  "1 
hope,  sister,  you  have  never  found  me  defi- 
cient in  natural  affection."  Mrs  Tabitha  im- 
mediately rose,  and  throwing  her  arms  about 
his  neck,  kissed  him  on  the  cheek :  he  return- 
ed  her  embrace  with  great  emotion.  Liddy 
sobbed  ;  Win  .Jenkins  cackled  ;  Chowder  ca- 
pered,  and  Clinker  skipt  about,  rubbing  his 
hands  for  joy  of  this  reconciliation. 

Concord  being  thus  restored,  we  finished 
our  meal  with  comfort :  and  in  the  evening 
arrived  in  London,  without  having  met  with 
any  other  adventure.  My  aunt  seems  to  be 
much  mended  by  the  hint  she  received  from 
her  brother.  She  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  remove  her  displeasure  from  Clinker,  who 
is  now  retained  as  a  footman,  and  (in  a  day 
or  two)  will  make  his  appearance  in  a  new 
suit  of  livery  ;  but  as  he  is  little  acquainted 
with  London,    ve  have  taken  an  rccasiona) 
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falet,  whom  I  intend  hereafter  to  hire  as  my 
own  servant.  We  lodge  in  Golden  Square, 
at  the  house  of  one  Mrs  Norton,  a  decent 
port  of  a  woman,  who  takes  great  pains  to 
make  us  all  easy.  My  uncle  proposes  to 
make  a  circuit  of  all  tlie  remarkable  scenes 
of  this  metropolis,  for  the  entertainment  of 
liis  pupils  ;  but  as  both  you  and  I  are  al- 
ready acquainted  with  most  of  those  he  will 
visit,  and  with  some  others  he  little  dreams 
cf,  1  shall  only  communicate  what  will  be  in 
some  measure  new  to  your  observation.  Re- 
member mo  to  our  Jesuitical  friends,  and  be- 
fieve  me,  ever,  dear  knight,  yours  afl'ection- 
B-tely,  J.  MELFORD. 

London,  May  2\. 

To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dear  Doctor, — London  is  literally  new 
kO  me ;  new  in  its  streets,  houses,  and  even 
n  its  situation  ;  as  the  Irishman  said,  "  Lon- 
don is  now  gone  out  of  town."  What  I  letl 
open  fields,  producing  hay  and  corn,  I  now 
find  covered  with  streets  and  squares,  and 
palaces  and  cliurches.  I  am  credibly  inform- 
ed, that,  in  the  space  of  seven  years,  eleven 
thousand  new  houses  have  been  built  in  one 
quarter  of  Westminster,  e.xclusive  of  what  is 
daily  added  to  other  parts  of  this  unwieldly 
metropolis.  Pimlico  and  Knightsbridge  are 
now  almost  joined  to  Chelsea  and  Kensing- 
ton ;  and,  if  this  infatuation  continues  for 
half  a  century,  I  suppose  the  whole  county 
of  Middlesex  will  be  covered  with  brick. 

It  must  be  allowed,  indeed,  for  the  credit 
of  the  present  a^e,  that  London  and  West- 
minster are  much  better  paved  and  lighted 
than  they  were  formerly.  Tlie  new  streets 
are  spacious,  regular,  and  airy,  and  the 
houses  generally  convenient.  The  bridge  at 
Blackfriars  is  a  noble  monument  of  taste  and 
public  spirit — I  wonder  how  they  stumbled 
upon  a  work  of  such  magnificence  and  utili- 
ty. But,  notwitlistanding  these  improve- 
ments, the  capital  is  become  an  overgrown 
monster;  wiiich,  like  a  dropsical  head,  will 
in  time  leave  tlie  body  and  extremities  witii- 
out  nourishment  and  support.  The  absurd- 
ity will  appear  in  its  full  force,  when  we 
consider,  that  one  sixth  part  of  the  natives 
of  this  whole  extensive  kingdom  is  crowded 
within  the  bills  of  mortality.  What  wonder 
that  our  villages  are  depopulated,  and  our 
farms  in  want  of  day-labourers  !  The  aboli- 
tion of  small  farms  is  but  one  cause  of  the 
decrease  of  population.  Indeed,  the  incredi- 
ble increase  of  horses  and  black  cattle,  to  an- 
swer tlie  purposes  of  luxury,  requires  a  pro- 
dimous  quantity  of  hay  and  grass,  which  are 
raised  and  managed  without  much  labour; 
but  a  number  of  iiands  will  always  be  wanted 
for  the  ditferent  branches  of  agriculture, 
v/hether  the  farms  be  large  or  small.  The 
tide  of  luxury  has  swept  all  the  inhabitants 
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from  the  open  country.  The  poorest  squire, 
as  well  as  the  riclicst  peer,  must  have  his 
liouse  in  town,  and  make  a  figure  with  an 
extraordinary  nundier  of  domestics.  The 
]dough-boys,  cow-lierds,  and  lower  hinds, 
are  debauched  and  seduced  by  the  appear- 
ance and  discourse  of  tliose  coxcombs  in 
livery,  when  they  make  tiieir  summer  excur- 
sions. They  desert  their  dirt  and  drudgery, 
and  swarm  up  to  London,  in  hopes  of  getting 
into  service,  where  they  can  live  luxuriously, 
and  wear  fine  clothes,  without  being  obliged 
to  work  ;  for  idleness  is  natural  to  man. 
Great  numbers  of  these,  being  disappointed 
in  tlicir  expectation,  become  tiiieves  and 
sharpers ;  and  London,  being  an  immense 
wilderness,  in  which  tiiere  is  neitlicr  watch 
nor  ward  of  any  signification,  nor  any  order 
or  police,  affords  them  lurking-places  as  well 
as  prey. 

There  are  many  causes  that  contribute  to 
the  daily  increase  of  this  enormous  mass  ; 
but  they  may  be  all  resolved  into  the  grand 
source  of  luxury  and  corruption.  About  five- 
and-twenty  years  ago,  very  few  even  of  the 
most  opulent  citizens  of  London  kept  any 
equipage,  or  even  any  servants  in  livery. 
Their  tables  produced  nothing  but  plain  boil- 
ed and  roasted,  with  a  bottle  of  port  and  a 
tankard  of  beer.  At  present,  every  trader  in 
any  degree  of  credit,  every  broker  and  attor- 
ney, maintains  a  cou])le  of  footmen,  a  coach- 
man, and  postilion,  lie  has  his  town-house 
and  his  country-house,  his  coach  and  his 
post-chaise.  His  wife  and  daughters  appear 
in  the  richest  stuffs,  bespangled  with  dia- 
monds. They  frequent  the  court,  the  opera, 
the  theatre,  and  the  masquerade.  They  hold 
assemblies  at  their  own  houses  ;  they  make 
sumptuous  cnteKainments,  and  treat  with 
the  richest  wines  of  Bourdeaux,  Burgundy, 
and  Champagne.  The  substantial  trades- 
man, who  wont  to  pass  his  evenings  at  the 
ale-house  for  four-pence  halfpenny,  now 
spends  three  shillings  at  the  tavern,  while 
his  wife  keeps  card-tables  at  home ;  she 
must  also  have  fine  clothes,  her  chaise,  or 
pad,  with  country  lodgings,  and  go  three 
times  a-week  to  public  diversions.  Every 
clerk,  apprentice,  and  even  waiter  of  a  ta- 
vern or  coffee-house,  maintains  a  gelding  by 
himself  or  in  partnership,  and  assumes  the 
air  and  apparel  of  a  petit  maitre.  The  gay- 
est places  of  public  entertainment  are  filled 
with  fashionable  figures,  which,  upon  inquiry, 
will  be  found  to  be  journeymen  tailors,  serv- 
ing-men, and  abigails,  disguised  like  their 
betters. 

In  short,  there  is  no  distinction  or  suboi- 
dination  left.  The  different  departments  of 
life  are  jumbled  together.  The  hod-carrier, 
the  low  mechanic,  the  tapster,  the  publican, 
the  shopkeeper,  the  pettifogger,  the  citizen, 
and  courtier,  all  tread  upon  the  kibes  of  otn 
another ;  actuated  by  the  demons  of  profli- 
gacy and  licentiousness,  they  are  seen  evcrv 
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where  rambling,  riding,  rolling,  rushing,  jost- 
ling, mixing,  bouncing,  cracking,  and  crash- 
ing, in  one  vile  ferinont  of  stupidity  and  cor- 
ruption. All  is  tumult  and  hurry.  One 
would  imagine  they  were  impelled  by  some 
disorder  of  the  brain,  that  will  not  suffer  them 
to  be  at  rest.  The  foot-passengers  run  along 
as  if  they  were  pursued  by  bailiffs  ;  the  por- 
ters and  chairmen  trot  with  their  burdens. 
People,  who  keep  their  own  equipages,  drive 
through  the  streets  at  full  speed.  Even  citi- 
zens, physicians,  and  apothecaries,  glide  in 
their  chariots  like  lightning.  The  hackney- 
coachmen  make  their  horses  smoke,  and  the 
pavement  shakes  under  them;  and  I  have 
actually  seen  a  wagon  pass  through  Picca- 
dilly  at  the  hand-gallop.  In  a  word,  the 
whole  nation  seems  to  be  running  out  of 
their  wits. 

The  diveisions  of  the  times  are  not  ill- 
Buited  to  the  genius  of  this  incongruous  mon- 
ster called  the  public.  Give  it  noise,  con- 
fusion, glare  and  glitter,  it  has  no  idea  of 
elegance  and  propriety.  What  are  the  amuse- 
ments at  Ranelagh  1  One  half  of  the  com- 
pany are  following  one  another's  tails,  in  an 
eternal  circle,  like  so  many  blind  asses  in  an 
olive  mill,  where  they  can  neither  discourse, 
distinguish,  nor  be  distinguished  ;  while  the 
other  half  are  drinking  hot  water,  under  the 
denomination  of  tea,  till  nine  or  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  to  keep  them  awake  for  the  rest  of 
the  evening.  As  for  the  orchestra,  the  vocal 
music  especially,  it  is  well  for  the  performers 
that  they  cannot  be  heard  distinctly.  Vaux- 
hall  is  a  composition  of  baubles,  overcharged 
with  paltry  ornaments,  ill-conceived,  and 
poorly  executed,  without  any  unity  of  design, 
or  propriety  of  disposition.  It  is  an  unna- 
tural assemblage  of  objects,  fantastically  illu- 
minated in  broken  masses,  seemingly  con- 
trived to  dazzle  the  eyes  and  divert  the  im- 
agination of  the  vulgar.  Here  a  wooden  lion, 
there  a  stone  statue  ;  in  one  place,  a  range 
of  things  like  coffee-house  hoxes  covered 
a-top ;  in  another,  a  parcel  of  ale-house 
benches  ;  in  a  third,  a  puppet-show  repre- 
sentation of  a  tin  cascade ;  in  a  fourth,  a 
gloomy  cave  of  a  circular  form,  like  a  sepul- 
chral vault,  half  lighted  ;  in  a  fifth,  a  scanty 
slip  of  grass-plot,  that  would  not  afford  pas- 
ture sufficient  for  an  ass's  colt.  The  walks, 
which  nature  seems  to  have  intended  for  so- 
litude, shade  and  silence,  are  filled  with 
crowds  of  noisy  people,  sucking  up  the  noc- 
turnal rheums  of  an  aguish  climate ;  and 
through  these  gay  scenes  a  few  lamps  glim- 
mar,  like  so  many  farthing  candles. 

When  I  see  a  number  of  well-dressed  peo- 
ple, of  both  sexes,  sitting  on  the  covered 
htmchep,  exposed  to  the  eyes  of  the  mob,  and, 
winch  is  worse,  to  the  cold,  raw,  night  air, 
devouring  sliced  beef,  and  swilling  port,  and 
punch,  and  cider,  I  can't  help  compassion- 
ating their  temerity,  while  I  despise  their 
vavJ.  of  taste  and  decorum  ;  but  when  they 


course  along  those  damp  and  gloomy  walkr, 
or  crowd  together  upon  the  wet  gravel,  with, 
out  any  other  cover  than  the  cope  of  heaven, 
listening  to  a  song,  which  one  half  of  them 
cannot  possibly  hear,  how  can  I  help  suppop 
ing  they  are  actually  possessed  by  a  spirit 
more  absurd  and  pernicious  than  any  thing 
we  meet  with  in  .the  precincts  of  Bedlam  1 
In  all  probability,  the  proprietors  of  this  and 
other  public  gardens  of  inferior  note,  in  the 
skirts  of  tlie  metropolis,  are,  in  some  shape, 
connected  with  the  faculty  of  physic,  and 
the  company  of  undertakers  ;  for,  consider- 
ing that  eagerness  in  the  pursuit  of  what  is 
called  pleasure,  which  now  predominates 
through  every  rank  and  denomination  of  life, 
I  am  persuaded  that  more  gouts,  rheuma- 
tisms, catarrhs,  and  consumptions  are  caught 
in  these  nocturnal  pastimes,  sub  dio,  than 
from  all  the  risks  and  accidents  to  which  a 
life  of  toil  and  danger  is  exposed. 

These,  and  other  observations  which  I 
have  made  in  this  excursion,  will  shorten  my 
stay  in  London,  and  send  me  back  with  a 
double  relish  to  my  solitude  and  mountains  ; 
but  I  shall  return  by  a  different  route  from 
that  which  brought  me  to  town.  I  have  seen 
some  old  friends,  who  constantly  reside  in 
this  virtuous  metropolis  ;  but  they  are  so 
changed  in  manners  and  disposition,  that  we 
hardly  know  or  care  for  one  another.  In  our 
journey  from  Bath,  my  sister  Tabby  pro- 
voked me  into  a  transport  of  passion,  during 
which,  like  a  man  who  has  drank  himseif 
pot-valiant,  I  talked  to  her  in  such  a  style 
of  authority  and  resolution,  as  produced  a 
most  blessed  effect.  She  and  her  dog  have 
been  remarkably  quiet  and  orderly  ever  since 
this  expostulation.  IIow  long  this  agreeable 
calm  will  last,  heaven  above  knows.  I  flat- 
ter myself  the  exercise  of  travelling  has  been 
of  service  to  my  health ;  a  circumstance 
which  encourages  me  to  proceed  in  my  pro- 
jected expedition  to  the  north.  But  I  must, 
"in  the  mean  time,  for  the  benefit  and  amuse- 
ment of  my  pupils,  explore  the  depth  of  this 
chaos,  this  misshapen  and  monstrous  capital, 
without  head  or  tail,  members  or  proportion. 

Thomas  was  so  insolent  to  my  sister  on 
the  road,  that  I  was  obliged  to  turn  him  off 
abruptly,  betwixt  Chippenham  and  Marlbo- 
rough, where  our  coach  was  overturned. 
The  fellow  was  always  sullen  and  selfisli ; 
but  if  he  should  return  to  the  country,  you 
may  give  him  a  character  for  honesty  and 
sobriety  ;  and,  provided  he  behaves  with 
proper  respect  to  the  family,  let  him  have  a 
couple  of  guineas  in  the  name  of  vours, 
always,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

London,  May  29. 


To  Miss  L.etitia  Willis,  at  Gloucester 

My  Dear  Letty, — Inexpressible  was  the 
pleasure  I  received  from  yours  of  the  25tU 
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rhich  was  last  w^ht.  put  into  my  liaiuls  by  Mrs 
Brentwood,  tlio  milliner,  from  Gloucester.  I 
rejoice  to  hear  that  my  worthy  {roverness  is 
■.n  good  health,  and  still  more,  that  she  no 
.ongcr  retains  any  displeasure  towards  her 
poor  Lidily.  I  am  sorry  you  have  lost  the 
society  of  the  agreeable  Miss  Yanghan  ;  but 
I  hope  you  won't  have  cause  much  longer  to 
regret  the  departure  of  your  school-com- 
panions, as  I  make  no  doubt  but  your  parents 
will,  in  a  little  time,  bring  you  into  tlic 
world,  where  von  are  so  well  qualified  to 
make  a  distinguished  figure.  When  that  is 
the  case,  I  flatter  myself  yon  and  I  shall 
meet  again,  and  be  happy  together,  and  even 
improve  the  friendship  which  we  contracted 
in  our  lender  years.  This  at  least  I  can 
promise,  it  shall  not  be  for  the  want  of  my 
utmost  endeavours,  if  our  intimacy  does  not 
continue  for  life. 

About  five  days  ago  we  arrived  in  Lon- 
don, after  an  easy  journey  from  Bath ;  dur- 
ing which,  howe'ver,  we  were  overturned, 
and  met  with  some  other  little  incidents, 
which  had  like  to  have  occasioned  a  misun- 
derstanding betwixt  my  uncle  and  aunt :  but 
now,  thank^God,  they  are  happily  reconciled ; 
we  live  in  harmony  together,  and  every  day 
make  parties  to  see  the  wonders  of  this  vast 
metropolis,  which,  however,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  describe ;  for  I  have  not  as  yet  seen  one 
hundredth  part  of  its  curiosities,  and  I  am 
quite  in  a  maze  of  admiration. 

The  cities  of  London  and  Westminster 
are  spread  out  to  an  incredible  extent.  The 
streets,  squares,  rows,  lanes  and  alleys,  are 
mnumerable.  Palaces,  public  buildings,  and 
i;hurches,  rise  in  every  quarter ;  and,  amongst 
these  last,  St  Paul's  appears  with  the  most 
astonishing  pre-eminence.  They  say  it  is 
not  so  large  as  St  Peter's  at  Rome  ;  but,  for 
mv  own  part,  I  can  liave  no  idea  of  any 
earthly  temple  more  grand  and  magnifi- 
cent. 

But  even  these  superb  objects  are  not  so 
striking  as  the  crowds  of  people  that  swarm 
in  the  streets.  I  at  first  imagined  that  some 
great  assembly  was  just  dismissed,  and  want- 
ed to  stand  aside  till  the  multitude  should 
pass  ;  but  this  human  tide  contmues  to  flow, 
without  interruption  or  abatement,  from 
morn  to  night.  Then  there  is  such  an  infinity 
of  gay  equipages,  coaches,  chariots,  chaises, 
and  other  carriages,  continually  rolling  and 
shifting  before  your  eyes,  that  one's  head 
grows  giddy  looking  at  them  ;  and  the  ima- 
gination is  quite  confounded  with  splendour 
and  variety.  Nor  is  the  prospect  by  water 
less  grand  and  astonishing  than  that  by 
land :  you  see  three  stupendous  bridges, 
joining  the  opposite  banks  of  a  broad,  deep, 
and  rapid  river;  so  vast,  so  stately,  so  ele- 
gant, that  they  seem  to  be  the  work  of  the 
^ants :  betwi.xt  tiem,  the  whole  surface  of 
the  Thames  is  c«vered  with  small  vessels, 
9arges,  boat?,  and  wherries,  passing  to  and 


fro ;  and  belo  v  the  three  bridges  such  a  pro- 
dirrious  forest  of  masts,  for  miles  together, 
tiiat  you  would  think  all  the  ships  in  the 
universe  were  here  assembled.  All  that  you 
read  of  wealth  and  grandeur,  in  the  Arabian 
Niglits  Entertainments,  and  the  Persian 
TaTes,  concerning  Bagdad,  Diarbekir,  Da- 
mascus,  Ispahan,  and  Samarcand,  is  here 
realised. 

Rauelngh  looks  like  tlie  enchanted  palace 
of  a  genif,  adorned  witli  the  most  exquisite 
performances  of  painting,  carving,  and  gild- 
ing,  enlightened  with  a  thousand  golden 
lamps,  tliat  emulate  the  noon-day  sun ; 
crowded  with  the  great,  the  ricii,  the  gay, 
the  happy,  and  the  fair  ;  glittering  with  cloth 
of  gold  and  silver,  lace,  embroidery,  and  pre- 
cious stones.  Wliile  those  exulting  sons 
and  daughtens  of  felicity  tread  this  round  of 
pleasure"  or  regale  in  diflcrent  parties  and 
separate  lodges,  with  fine  imperial  tea  and 
otlier  delicious  refreshments,  their  ears  are 
entertained  with  the  most  ravishing  delights 
of  music,  both  instrumental  and  vocal.  Thbre 
I  heard  tiie  famous  Tenducci,  a  thing  from 
Italy.  It  looks  for  all  the  world  like  a  man, 
though  they  say  it  is  not.  The  voice,  to  be 
sure,  is  neither  man's  nor  woman's  ;  but  it 
is  more  melodious  than  either;  and  it  war- 
bled so  divinely,  that,  while  I  listened,  I 
really  thought  myself  in  paradise. 

At  nine  o'clock,  in  a  charming  moon-light 
evening,  we  embarked  at  Runelagh  for 
Vauxhall,  in  a  wherry,  so  light  and  flendcr, 
that  we  looked  like  so  many  fairies  sailing  in 
a  nut-shell.  My  uncle,  being  apprehensive 
of  catching  cold  upon  the  water,  went  round 
in  the  coach,  and  my  aunt  would  have  ac- 
companied him,  but  he  would  not  suffer  me 
to  go  by  water  if  she  went  liy  land ;  and 
therefore  she  favoured  us  with  her  company, 
as  she  perceived  I  had  a  curiosity  to  make 
this  agreeable  voyage.  After  all,  the  vessel 
was  sufficiently  loaded  ;  for,  besides  the  wa- 
termen, there  was  my  brother  Jerry,  and  a 
friend  of  his,  one  Mr  "Barton,  a  country  gen- 
tleman, of  a  good  fortune,  who  had  dined  at 
our  house.  The  pleasure  of  this  little  excur- 
sion was,  however,  damped,  by  my  being 
sadly  frighted  at  our  landing,  where  there 
was  a  terrible  confusion  of  wherries,  and  a 
crowd  of  [)eople  bawling,  and  swearing,  and 
quarrelling  ;  nay,  a  parcel  of  ugly-looking 
fellows  came  running  into  the  water,  and 
laid  hold  on  our  boat  with  great  violence,  to 
pull  it  ashore;  nor  would  they  quit  tlieir 
hold,  till  mv  brother  struck  one  of  them  over 
the  head  with  his  cane.  But  this  flutter  was 
fully  recompensed  by  the  pleasure'?  of  Vau.ic- 
hall  ;  which  I  no  sooner  entered,  than  I  was 
dazzled  and  confounded  with  the  variety  of 
beauties  that  rushed  all  at  once  upon  my 
eye.  Image  to  yourself,  my  dear  Letty,  a 
spacious  garden,  part  laid  out  in  delightful 
walks,  bounded  with  high  hedges  and  trccK, 
and   paved  with  gravel  ;    part  exhibitinpf  a 
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wonderful  assemblage  of  the  most  picturesque 
aiyd  striking  objects,  pavilions,  lodges,  groves, 
grottos,  lawns,  temples,  and  cascades  ;  por- 
ticos, colonnades,  and  rotundas ;  adorned 
with  pillars,  statues,  and  paintings :  the 
whole  illuminated  with  an  infinite  number  of 
lamps,  disposed  in  dificrent  figures  of  suns, 
stars,  and  constellations  ;  the  place  crowded 
with  the  gayest  company,  ranging  though 
those  blissful  shades,  or  supping,  in  different 
'odgcs,  on  cold  collations,  enlivened  with 
mirth,  freedom,  and  good  humour,  and  ani- 
mated by  an  excellent  band  of  music. 
Among  the  vocal  performers,  I  had  the  hap- 
piness  to    hear    the    celebrated   Mrs  , 

whose  voice  was  so  loud  and  so  shrill,  that 
it  made  my  head  ache,  through  excess  of 
pleasure. 

In  about  half  an  hour  after  we  arrived, 
we  were  joined  by  uncle,  who  did  not 
seem  to  relish  the  place.  People  of  expe- 
rience and  infirmity,  my  dear  Letty,  see 
with  very  different  eyes  from  tliose  that 
such  as  you  and  I  make  use  of.  Our  even- 
ing's entertainment  was  interrupted  by  an 
unlucky  accident.  In  one  of  the  remotest 
walks,  we  wore  surprised  with  a  sudden 
shower,  tliat  set  the  whole  company  a-run- 
ning,  and  drove  us  in  heaps,  one  upon  an- 
other, into  the  rotunda  ;  where  my  uncle, 
finding  himself  wet,  began  to  be  very  peevish, 
and  urgent  to  be  gone.  My  brother  went  to 
look  for  the  coach,  and  found  it  with  much 
difficulty  ;  but  as  it  could  not  hold  us  all,  Mr 
Barton  staid  behind.  It  was  some  time  be- 
fore the  carriage  could  be  brought  up  to  the 
gate,  in  the  confusion,  notwithstanding  the 
utmost  endeavours  of  our  new  footman, 
Humphry  Clinker,  v/ho  lost  his  scratch  peri- 
wig, and  got  a  broken  head  in  the  scuffle. 
The  moment  we  were  seated,  my  aunt  pulled 
off' my  uncle's  shoes,  and  carefully  wrapped 
his  poor  feet  in  her  capuchin ;  then  she 
ga^'e  him  a  mouthful  of  cordial,  which  she 
always  keeps  in  her  pocket,  and  his  clothes 
were  shifted  as  soon  as  we  arrived  at  our 
lodgings  ;  so  that,  blessed  be  God,  he  escaped 
a  severe  cold,  of  whic.'i  he  was  in  great 
terror. 

As  for  Mr  Barton,  I  must  tell  you  in  con- 
fidence, lie  was  a  little  particular  ;  but,  per- 
haps, I  mistake  his  complaisance ;  and  I 
wish  I  may,  for  his  sake.  You  know  the 
condition  of  my  poor  heart ;  which,  in  spite 
of  hard  usage — and  yet  I  ought  not  to  com- 
plain— nor  will  I,  till  farther  information. 

Besides  Ranelagh  and  Vauxhall,  I  have 
been  at  Mrs  Cornelly's  assembly,  which,  for 
the  rooms,  the  company,  the  dresses  and 
decorations,  surpasses  all  description ;  but 
ns  I  have  no  great  turn  for  card-playing,  I 
have  not  yet  entered  thoroughly  into  the  spi- 
rit of  the  place.  Indeed,  I  am  still  such  a 
country  hoyden  that  I  could  hardly  find  pa- 
tience to  be  put  in  a  condition  to  appear; 
V'«H  T  was  nol  above  six  hours  under  the  hands 


of  the  hair-dresser,  who  stuffbd  my  head  with 
as  much  black  wool  as  would  have  made  a 
quilted  petticoat ;  and,  after  all,  it  was  the 
smallest  head  in  the  assembly,  except  my 
aunt's.  She  (to  be  sure)  was  so  particular 
with  her  rumpt  gown  and  petticoat,  her 
scanty  curls,  her  lappet  head,  deep  triple 
ruffles  and  high  stays,  that  every  body  looked 
at  her  with  surprise  ;  some  whispered  and 
some  tittered  ;  and  Lady  Griskin,  by  whom 
we  were  introduced,  ffatly  told  her  she  was 
twenty  good  years  behind  the  fashion. 

Lady  Griskin  is  a  person  of  fashion,  to 
whom  we  have  the  honour  to  be  related 
She  keeps  a  small  route  at  her  own  house, 
never  exceeding  ten  or  a  dozen  card-tables  ; 
but  these  are  frequented  by  the  best  company 
in  town.  She  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  in- 
troduce my  aunt  and  me  to  some  of  her 
particular  friends  of  quality,  who  treat  us 
with  the  most  familiar  good-humour;  we 
have  once  dined  with  her,  and  she  takes  the 
trouble  to  direct  us  in  all  our  motions.  I  am 
so  happy  as  to  have  gained  her  good-will  to 
such  a  degree,  that  she  sometimes  adjusts 
my  cap  with  her  own  hands  :  and  she  has 
given  me  a  kind  invitation  to  stay  with  her 
all  the  winter.  This,  however,  has  been 
cruelly  declined  by  my  uncle,  who  seems  to 
be  (I  know  not  how)  prejudiced  against  the 
good  lady  :  for,  whenever  my  aunt  happens 
to  speak  in  her  commendation,  I  observe 
that  he  makes  wry  faces,  though  he  says 
nothing — perhaps,  indeed,  these  grimaces 
may  be  the  effect  of  pain  arising  from  the 
gout  and  the  rheumatism,  with  which  he  is 
sadly  distrest.  To  me,  however,  he  is  always 
good-natured  and  generous,  even  beyond  my 
wish.  Since  we  came  hither,  he  has  made 
me  a  present  of  a  suit  of  clothes,  with 
trimmings  and  laces,  which  cost  more  mo- 
ney than  I  shall  mention  :  and  Jerry,  at  hia 
desire,  has  given  me  my  mother's  diamond 
drops,  which  are  ordered  to  be  set  anew  ; 
so  that  it  won't  be  his  fault  if  I  do  not  glitter 
among  the  stars  of  the  fourth  or  fiffh  magni- 
tude.  I  wish  my  weak  head  may  not  grow 
giddy  in  the  midst  of  all  this  gallantry  and 
dissipation:  though  as  yet  I  can  safely  de- 
clare, I  could  gladly  give  up  all  these  tumul- 
tuous pleasures  for  country  solitude,  and  a 
happy  retreat  with  those  we  love ;  among 
whom  my  dear  Willis  will  always  possess 
the  first  place  in  the  breast  of  her  ever  afi'ec- 
tionate  LYDIA  MELFORD. 

London,  May  31. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Baut.  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 

Dear  Phillips, — I  send  you  this  letter, 
franked  by  our  old  friend  Barton,  who  isa? 
much  altered  as  it  was  possible  for  a  man 
of  his  kidney  to  be.  Instead  of  the  careless 
indolent  sloven  we  knew  at  Oxford,  I  found 
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Dim  a  busy  talkative  politician  ;  a  petit  mai- 
tre  in  his  dress,  and  a  ceremonious  courtier 
in  his  manners.  He  has  not  gall  enough  in 
his  constitution  to  be  inflamed  with  the' ran- 
cour of  party,  so  as  to  deal  in  scurrilous  in- 
vectives :  but  since  he  obtained  a  place,  he 
13  become  a  warm  partizan  of  the  ministry  ; 
and  sees  every  thing  through  such  an  exag- 
gerating medium,  as  to  me,  who  am  happify 
of  no  party,  is  altogether  incomprehensible. 
Without  all  doubt,  the  fumes  of  faction  not 
only  disturb  the  faculty  of  reason,  but  also 
pervert  the  organs  of  sense  ;  and  I  would 
lay  an  hundred  guineas  to  ten,  that,  if  Barton 
on  one  side,  and  the  most  conscientious  pa- 
triot in  the  opposition  on  the  other,  were  to 

draw,  upon  honour,  the  picture  of  the  k 

or  ni ,  you  and  I,  who  are  still  unin- 


fected and  un!)iassed,  would  find  both  paint- 
ers equally  distant  from  the  truth.  One 
thing,  however,  must  be  allowed,  for  the 
hoQour  of  Barton,  he  never  breaks  out  into 
illiberal  abuse,  far  less  endeavours,  by  infa- 
mous calumnies,  to  blast  the  moral  character 
of  any  individual  on  the  other  side. 

Ever  since  we  came  hither,  he  has  been 
remarkably  assiduous  in  his  attention  to  our 
family  ;  an  attention  which,  in  a  man  of  his 
indolence   and    avocations,    I   should   have 
thouaht  altogether  odd,  and  even  unnatural, 
had  I  not  perceived  that  my  sister  Liddy  has 
made  some  impression  upon  his  heart.    I  can't 
say  that  I  have  any  objection  to  his  trying 
his  fortune  in  this    pursuit.     If  an  opulent 
estate,  and  a  great  stock  of  good-nature,  are 
sufficient  qualifications  in  a  husband,  to  ren- 
der the  marriage  state   happy   for  life,  she 
may  be  happy  with  Barton  ;  but,  I  imagine, 
there  is  something  else  required  to  engage 
and  secure  tlie  affection  of  a  woman  of  sense 
and  delicacy — something  which  nature  has 
denied  our  friend  :  Liddy  seems  to  be  of  the 
same  opinion.     When  l>e  addresses  himself 
to  her  in  discourse,  she  seems  to  listen  with 
reluctance,  and  industriously  avoids  all  par- 
ticular comnjunication  ;  but  in  proportion  to 
her   coynesp,   our   aunt   is    cunning.      Mrs 
Tabitha  goes  more  than  half-way  to  meet  his 
advances  ;  she  mistakes,  or  afTects  to  mistake, 
the  meaning  of  his  courtesy,  which  is  rather 
formal  and  fulsome  ;  she  returns  his  compli- 
ments  with  hyperbolical  interest ;  she  per- 
secutes him  with  her  civilities  at  table  ;  she 
appeals  to  him  for  ever  in  conversation  ;  she 
sighs  and  flirts  and  ogles  ;  and,  by  her  hide- 
oua  affectation  and  impertinence,  drives  the 
poor  courtier  to  the  very  extremity  of  his 
coniplaisancs  :  in  short,  she  seems  to  have 
undertaken  the  siege  of  Barton's  heart,  and 
carries  on  her  approaches  in  such  a  desperate 
manner,  that  I  don't  know  whether  he  will 
not  be  obliged  to  capitulate.     In  the  mean 
time,  his  aversion  to  this  inamorata,  strug- 
gling with  his  acquired   afTability,   and   Ins 
natural  fear  of  giving  offence,  throws  him 
'i  N*  75* 


into  a  kind  of  distress  which  is  extremely 
ridiculous. 

Two  days  ago,  he  persuaded  my  uncle  and 
me  to  accompany  him  to  St  James's,  where 
he  undertook  to  make  us  acquainted  with 
the  persons  of  all  the  great  men  in  the  king- 
dom ;  and,  indeed,  there  was  a  great  assem- 
blage of  distinguished  characters,  fur  it  was 
n  high  festival  at  court.  Our  conductor  per- 
formed his  promise  with  great  punctuality. 
Ho  pointed  out  almost  every  individual  of 
both  sexes,  and  generally  introduced  them 
to  our  notice  with  a  flourish  of  panegyric. 
Seeing  the  king  approach,—"  There  comes," 
said  he,  "  the  most  amiable  sovereign  that 
ever  swayed  the  sceptre  of  EnglaiTd ;  the 
dchcicc  Immani generis ;  Augustus  in  pulron- 
isiiig  merit,  Titus  Vespasian  in  generosity, 
Trajan  in  beneficence,  and  Marcus  Aurelius 
in  philosophy."  "A  very  honest,  kind- 
hearted  gentleman,"  added  my  uncle  ;  "  he's 
too  good  for  the  times.  A  king  of  England 
should  have  a  spice  of  the  devil  in  his 'com- 
position."    Barton  then  turning  to  the  Duke 

of  C ,  proceeded, — ♦'  You  kriovv  the  duke  ;. 

that  illustrious  hero,  who  trod  rebellion  under 
his  feet,  and  secured  us  in  possession  of  every 
thing  we  ought  to  hold  dear  as  Englishmen 
and   Christians.     Mark   what  an   eye,  how 
penetrating,  yet  pacific  !   what  dignity  in  hiir 
mien  !   what  humanity  in  his  aspect !     Even, 
malice  must  own  that  he  is  one  of  the  great- 
est ofBcers  in  Christendom."     "I  think  he 
be,"  said  Mr  Bramble  ;  "  but  wlio  are  these 
young  gentlemen   that  stand   beside  him?" 
"Those!"  cried  our  friend,  "those  are  his 
royal   nephews  ;   the   princes   of  the   blood. 
Sweet  young  princes!  the  sacred  pledges 
of  the  protestant  line  ;  so  spirited,  so  sensi- 
ble,  so    princely—"    "Yes,   very   sensible! 
very  spirited!"  said  my  uncle,  interrupting 
him  ;   "  but  see  the  queen  !   ha  !   there's  the 
queen  !   there's  the  queen  !   let  me  see — let 
me  see— where  are  my  glasses?— ha!  there's 
meaning    in    that    eye— there    sentiment — 
there's  expression.     Well,  Mr  Barton,  what 
figure  do  you  call  next !"     The  next  person 
he  pointed  out  was  the  favourite  yearl,  who 
stood  solitary  by  one  of  the  windows.     "  Be- 
hold yon  northern  star,"  said  he,   ''shorn 
of  his  beams—''      "  What !  the  Caledonian 
luminary,  that  lately  blazed  so  bright  in  our 
hemisphere  !     Methinks  at  present  it  glim- 
mers through  a  fog,  like  Saturn,  without  his 
ring,  bleak,  and  dim,  and  distant — ha,  there's 
the  other  great  phenomenon,  the  grand  pen- 
sionary, that  weather-cock  of  patriotism,  that 
veers  about  in  every  point  of  the  political 
compass,  and  still  feels  the  wind  of  popu- 
larity in  his  tail.     He,  too,  like  a  portentous 
comet,  has  risen  again  above  the  court  hori- 
zon ;   but  hov/  long  he  will  continue  to  as- 
cend, it  is  not  easy  to  foretell,  considering 
his  great  eccentricity— Who  are  those  two 
satellites  that  attend  his  motior.s  "i"     Wheu 
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Barton  told  him  their  names, — "To  their 
character,"  said  Mr  Bramhle,  "  I  am  no 
stranger.  One  of  them,  without  a  drop  of 
red  blood  in  his  veins,  has  a  cold  intoxicating 
vapour  in  his  head,  and  rancour  enougli  in 
liis  heart  to  inoculate  and  affect  the  whole 
nation.  The  other  is  (I  hear)  intended  for 
a  share  in  the  administration,  and  tlie  pen- 
^ionary  vouches  for  his  being  duly  qualified. 
The  only  instance  I  ever  heard  of  his  saga- 
city, was  his  deserting  his  former  patron, 
when  he  found  him  declining  in  power,  and 
in  disgrace  v/ith  the  people.  Without  prin- 
ciple, talent,  or  intelligence,  he  is  ungracious 
as  a  hog,  greedy  as  a  vulture,  and  thievish 
as  a  jackdaw  ;  but,  it  must  be  owned,  he  is 
no  hypocrite.  He  pretends  to  no  virtue,  and 
takes  no  ppjns  to  disguise  his  character. 
His  ministry  will  be  attended  with  one  ad- 
vantage ;  no  man  will  be  disappointed  by  his 
breach  of  promise,  as  no  mortal  ever  trusted 
to  his  word.     I  wonder  how  Lord 


first  discovered   this  happy  genius,  and  for 

what  purpose  Lord  has  now  adopted 

him  :  but  one  would  think,  that  as  amber 
"has  a  power  to  attract  dirt,  and  straws,  and 
chair,  a  minister  is  endued  with  the  same 
kind  of  faculty,  to  lick  up  every  knave  and 
blockhead  in  his  way — "  His  eulogium  was 
interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  old  duke  of 

N ,  who,  squeezing  into  the  circle  with 

a  busy  face  of  importance,  thrust  his  head 
into  every  countenance,  as  if  he  had  been  in 
search  of  somebody  to  whom  he  wanted  to 
impart  something  of  great  consequence.  My 
uncle,  who  had  been  formerly  known  to  him, 
bowed  as  he  passed;  and  the  duke,  seeing 
himself  saluted  so  respectfully  by  a  well- 
•dressed  person,  was  not  slow  in  returning 
the  courtesy.  He  even  came  up,  and,  taking 
him   by  the   hand, — ♦'  My  dear  friend,   Mr 

A ,"  said  he  "  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  you. 

How  long  have  you  been  come  from  abroad? 
How  did  you  leave  our  good  friends  the  Dutch? 
The  king  of  Prussia  don't  think  of  another 
war,  eh  1  He's  a  great  king  !  a  great  con- 
queror !  a  very  great  conqueror?  Your  Alex- 
anders and  Hannibals  were  nothing  at  all  to 
him,  sir — corporals,  drummers  I  dross  !  mere 
trash — damn'd  trash,  heh?"  His  grace  being 
by  this  time  out  of  breath,  my  uncle  took  the 
opportunity  to  tell  him  he  had  not  been  out 
of  England,  that  his  name  was  Bramble,  and 
that  he  had  the  honour  to  sit  in  the  last  par- 
liament but  one  of  the  late  king,  as  repre- 
sentative for  the  borough  of  Dymkymraig. 
"  Odso  !"  cried  the  duke,  "  I  remember  you 
perfectly  well,  iny  dear  Mr  Bramble — you  was 
always  a  good  and  loyal  subject — a  staunch 
friend  to  administration — I  made  your  brother 
un  Irish  bishop — '.'  "  Pardon  me,  my  lord," 
BP.id  the  squire,  "  I  once  had  a  brother,  but 
he  was  a  captain  in  the  army — "  "  Ha  !" 
■said  his  grace,  "  he  was  so — he  was  indeed  : 
but    who    was    the    bishop    then  ?      Bishop 


Blackberry — sure  it  was  Bishop  Blackberrr 
— perhaps  some  relation  of  yours — "  "Very 
like,  my  lord,"  replied  my  uncle,  "the  black- 
berry is  the  fruit  of  the  bramble — but  I  be- 
lieve the  bishop  is  not  a  berry  of  our  bush—" 
"  No  more  he  is,  no  more  he  is,  ha,  ha,  ha !" 
exclaimed  the  duke,  "  there  you  give  me  a. 
scratch,  good  Mr  Bramble,  ha,  ha,  ha !— - 
well,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  at  Lincoln's- 
inn-fields — you  know  the  way — times  are 
altered.  Though  I  have  lost  the  power,  I 
retain  the  inclination — your  very  humble 
servant,  good  Mr  Blackberry."  So  saying, 
he  shoved  to  another  corner  of  the  room. 
"  What  a  fine  old  gentleman  !"  cried  Mr 
Barton,  "  what  spirits  !  what  a  memory  !  he 
never  forgets  an  old  friend."  "  He  does  me 
too  much  honour,"  observed  our  squire,  "to 
rank  me  among  the  number.  Whilst  I  sat 
in  parliament,  1  never  voted  with  the  minis- 
try but  three  times,  when  my  conscience 
told  me  they  were  in  the  right ;  however,  if 
he  still  keeps  levee,  I  will  carry  my  nephew 
thither,  that  he  may  see  and  learn  to  avoid 
the  scene  ;  for  I  think  an  English  gentleman 
never  appears  to  such  disadvantage  as  at 
the  levee  of  a  minister.  Of  his  grace  I  shall 
say  nothing  at  present,  but  that  for  thirty 
years  he  was  the  constant  and  common  butt 
of  ridicule  and  execration.  He  was  gene- 
rally laughed  at  as  an  ape  in  politics,  whose 
office  and  influence  served  only  to  render  his 
folly  the  more  notorious  ;  and  the  opposition 
cursed  him  as  the  indefatigable  drudge  of  a 
first  mover,  who  was  justly  styled  and  stig- 
matized  as  the  father  of  corruption  :  but  this 
ridiculous  ape,  this  venal  drudge,  no  sooner 
lost  the  places  he  was  so  ill  qualified  to  fill, 
and  unfurled  the  banners  of  faction,  than  he 
was  metamorphosed  into  a  pattern  of  public 
virtue  ;  the  very  people  who  reviled  him  be- 
fore, now  extolled  him  to  the  skies,  as  a 
wise  experienced  statesman,  chief  pillar  of 
the  protestant  succession,  and  corner-stone 
of  English  liberty.  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
how  Mr  Barton  reconciles  these  contradic- 
tions, without  obliging  us  to  resign  all  title 
to  the  privileges  of  common  sense."  "  My 
dear  sir,"  answered  Barton,  "I  don't  pretend 
to  justify  the  extravagancies  of  the  multitude, 
who,  I  suppose,  were  as  wild  in  their  former 
censure  as  in  their  present  praise  ;  but  I  shall 
be  very  glad  to  attend  you  on  Thursday  next 
to  his  grace's  levee,  where,  I  am  afraid,  we 
shall  not  be  crowded  with  company  :  for,  you 
know,  there's  a  wide  difference  between  his 
present  office  of  president  of  t  he  council,  and 
liis  former  post  of  first  lord  commissioner 
of  the  treasury." 

This  communicative  friend  having  announ- 
cod  all  the  remarkable  characters  of  both 
sexes  that  appeared  at  court,  we  resolved  to 
adjourn,  and  retired.  At  the  foot  of  the  stair- 
case there  was  a  crowd  of  lacqueys  and 
chairmen,  and  in  the   midst  of  them  axood 
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riumpnry  Clinker,  exalted  upon  a  stool,  with 
his  iiat  in  one  hand,  and  a  paper  in  the  other, 
in  the  act  of  holding  forth  to  the  people. 
Before  we  could  inquire  into  the  meaning  of 
this  exhibition,  he  perceived  his  master, 
thrust  the  paper  into  his  pocket,  descended 
from  his  elevation,  bolted  through  the  crowd, 
and  brought  up  the  carriage  to  the  gate. 

My  uncle  said  nothing  till  wc  were  seated, 
when,  after  having  looked  at  me  earnestly 
for  some  time,  he  burst  out  a-laughing,  and 
asked  mo  if  1  knew  upon  what  subject  Clink- 
er was  holding  fortli  to  the  mob:  "  If,"  said 
he,  "  the  fellow  is  turned  mountebank,  I 
must  turn  him  out  of  my  service,  otherwise 
he'll  make  Merry  Andrews  of  us  all,"  I 
observed,  that,  in  all  probability,  he  had 
Ftudied  ph3'sic  under  his  master,  who  was  a 
farrier. 

At  dinner  the  squire  asked  him  if  he  had 
ever  practised  physic?  "Yes,  an'  please 
your  honour,"  said  he,  "  among  brute  beasts ; 
but  I  never  meddle  with  rational  creatures." 
"  I  know  not  whether  you  rank  in  that  class 
the  audience  you  was  haranguing  in  tiie  caurt 
at  St  James's,  but  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  kind  of  powders  you  was  distribining, 
and  whether  you  had  a  good  sale."  "  Sale, 
sir,"  cried  Clinker,  "  I  hope  I  shall  never  be 
base  enough  to  sell  for  gold  and  silver,  what 
freely  comes  of  God's  grace.  I  distributed 
nothing,  an'  like  your  honour,  but  a  word  of 
advice  to  my  fellows  in  servitude  and  sin." 
"Advice!  concerning  whatT"  "Concern- 
ing profane  swearing,  an'  please  your  hon- 
our; so  horrid  and  shocking,  that  it  made 
my  hair  stand  on  end."  "  Nay,  if  thou  canst 
cure  them  of  that  disease,  I  shall  think  thee 
R  wonderful  doctor,  indeed."  "  Why  not 
cure  thern,  my  good  master?  the  hearts  of 
those  poor  people  are  not  so  stubborn  as  your 
honour  seems  to  think.  Make  them  first 
sensible  that  you  have  nothing  in- view  but 
their  good,  then  they  will  listen  with  patience, 
and  easily  be  convinced  of  the  sin  and  folly 
of  a  practice  that  affords  neither  profit  nor 
pleasure."  At  this  remark  our  uncle  changed 
colour,  and  looked  round  the  company,  con- 
scious that  his  own  withers  were  not  alto- 
gether iinwrung.  "  But,  Chnker,"  said  he, 
"if  you  should  have  eloquence  enough  to 
persuade  the  vulgar  to  resign  those  tropes 
and  figures  of  rhetoric,  there  will  be  little  or 
nothing  left  to  distinguish  their  conversation 
from  that  of  their  betters."  "But,  then, 
your  honour  knows,  their  conversation  w^ill 
be  void  of  off'once,  and  at  the  day  of  judge- 
ment there  will  be  no  distinction  of  persons." 
Humphry  going  dov/n  stairs  to  fetch  up  a 
bottle  of  wine,  my  uncle  congratulated  his 
iistcr  upon  having  sucli  a  reformer  in  the 
family  ;  wlien  Mrs  Tabitha  declared  he  was 
a  sober,  civilized  fellow,  very  respectful,  and 
very  iiidi  strious ;  and  she  believed  a  good 
Christian  into  the  bargain.  One  would  think 
Clinker  must  -oally  have  some  very  extraor- 


dinary  talent   to  ingratiate   himself  in   thia 
manner  with  a  virago  of  her  character,  so 
fortified  against  him  with  prejudice  anci  re- 
sentment ;  but  the  truth  is,  since  tiie  advcn. 
ture  of  Saltliill,  Mrs  Tabby  seems  to  be  en- 
tirely changed.      She  has  left  off  scolding 
the  servants,  an  exercise  which  was  grown 
habitual,  and  even  seemed  necessary  to  her 
constitution,  and  is  become  so  indiflbrent  tc 
Chowder,  as  to  part  with  hiui  in  a  present 
to  Lady  Griskin,  who  proposes  to  bring  the 
breed  of  him  into  fashion.     Her  ladysliip  is 
the  widow  of  Sir  Timothy  Griskin,  a  distant 
relation  of  our  family.    She  enjoys  a  jointure 
of  five  hundred  j)ounds  a-year,  and  makes 
shift  to  spend  tliree  times   that  sum.     Her 
character,  before  marriage,  was  a  little  equi- 
vocal, but  at  present  she  lives  in  the  bon  ton, 
keeps  card  tables,  gives  private  suppers-  to 
select  friends,  and  is  visited  by  persons  of 
the  first  fashion.     She  has  been  remarkably 
civil  to  us  all,  and  cultivates  my  uncle  with 
the  most  particular  regard  ;  but  the  more  siie 
strokes  him,  the  more  his  bristles  seem  to 
rise.     To   her  compliments  he  makes  very 
laconic   and  dry  returns.     T'other  day  slie 
sent  us  a  pottle  of  fine  strawberries,  which 
he  did  not  receive  without  signs  of  disgust 
muttering  from  the  ^neid,   Timeo  Dannoa 
et  dona  ferentes.     She  has  twice  called  foi 
Liddy,  of  a  forenoon,  to  take  an  airing  in  the 
coach  ;  but  Mrs  Tabby  was  always  so  alert 
(I  suppose  by  his  direction),  that  she  nevei 
could  have  the  niece  without  the  aunt's  com 
pany.     I  have  endeavoured  to  sound  Square- 
toes  on  this  subject,  but  he  carefully  avoids 
all  explanation. 

I  have  now,  dear  Phillips,  filled  a  whole 
sheet ;  and,  if  you  have  read  it  to  an  e'nd,  I 
dare  say  you  are  as  tired  as  your  humble  sei- 
vant,  J."  MELFORD. 

Londo7u  June  2. 


To  Doctor  Lewis. 

Yes,  Doctor,  I  have  seen  the  British  Mu- 
seum,  which  is  a  noble  collection,  and  even 
stupendous,  if  we  consider  it  was  made  by  a 
private  man,  a  physician,  who  was  obliged 
to  make  his  own  fortune  at  the  same  time; 
but,  great  as  the  collection  is,  it  would  ap- 
pear more  striking  if  it  was  arranged  in  one 
spacious  saloon,  instead  of  being  divided 
into  difTerrnt  departments,  which  it  does  not 
entirely  fill.  I  could  wish  the  series  of  me- 
dals was  connected,  and  the  whole  of  the 
animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms 
completed,  by  adding  to  each,  at  the  public 
expense,  those  articles  that  are  wanting.  It 
would  likewise  be  a  great  improvement,  with 
respect  to  the  library,  il  the  deficiencies  were 
made  up  by  purchasing  all  the  books  of.cha- 
racter  that  are  not  to  be  f^iund  already  in  the 
collection.  They  might  be  classed  in  cen. 
turies,  according  to  the  dates  of  their  puhii 
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.-•atian,  and  catalogues  printed  of  them  and 
the  manuscripts,  fortlie  information  of  those 
that  want  to  consult  or  compile  from  such 
(iutliorities.  I  could  also  wish,  for  the  hon- 
our of  the  nation,  that  there  was  a  complete 
apparatus  for  a  course  of  mathematics,  me- 
chanics, and  experimental  philosophy  ;  and 
a  good  salary  settled  upon  an  able  professor, 
who  should  give  regular  lectures  on  these 
subjects. 

But  this  is  all  idle  speculation,  which  will 
never  be  reduced  to  practice.  Considering 
the  temper  of  the  times,  it  is  a  wonder  to  see 
any  institution  whatsoever  established  for 
r.he  benefit  of  the  public.  The  spirit  of  party 
18  risen  to  a  kind  of  frenzy,  unknown  to  for- 
mer ages,  or  rather  degenerated  to  a  total 
extinction  of  honesty  and  candour.  You 
know  I  have  observed,  for  some  time,  that 
the  public  papers  are  become  the  infamous 
vehicles  of  the  most  cruel  and  perfidious  de- 
famation. Every  rancorous  knave,  every  des- 
perate incendiary,  that  can  afford  to  spend 
half-a-crown  or  three  shillings,  may  skulk 
beliind  the  press  of  a  newsmonger,  and  h-ave 
a  stab  at  the  first  character  in  the  kingdom, 
without  running  the  least  hazard  of  detection 
or  punishment. 

1  have  made  acquaintance  with  a  Mr  Bar- 
ton, whom  Jerry  knew  at  Oxford ;  a  good 
Bort  of  man,  though  most  ridiculously  warped 
in  his  political  principles  ;  but  his  partiality 
is  the  less  offensive,  as  it  never  appears  in 
the  style  of  scurrility  and  abuse.  He  is  a 
member  of  parliament,  and  a  retainer  to  the 
court ;  and  his  whole  conversation  turns  upon 
the  virtues  and  perfections  of  the  ministers 
who  are  his  patrons.  T'other  day,  when  he 
was  bedaubing  one  of  those  worthies  with 
the  most  fulsome  praise,  I  told  him  I  had 
seen  the  same  nobleman  characterized  very 
differently  in  one  of  the  daily  papers ;  in- 
deed, so  stigmatized,  that  if  one  half  of  what 
was  said  of  him  was  true,  he  must  be  not 
only  unfit  to  rule,  but  even  unfit  to  live ; 
that  those  impeachments  had  been  repeated 
again  and  again,  with  the  addition  of  fresh 
inatter ;  and  that,  as  he  had  taken  no  steps 
towards  his  own  vindication,  I  began  to  think 
there  was  some  foundation  for  the  charge. 
"  And  pray,  sir,"  said  Mr  Barton,  «  what 
steps  would  you  have  him  take  ?  Suppose 
you  should  prosecute  the  publisher,  who 
eereens  the  anonymous  accuser,  and  bring 
him  to  the  pillory  for  a  libel ;  this  is  so  far 
from  being  counted  a  punishment  in  terrorem, 
that  it  wih  probably  make  his  fortune.  The 
multitude  immediately  take  him  into  their 
protection,  as  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  de- 
famation, which  they  have  always  espoused. 
They  pay  his  fine,  they  contribute  to  the  in- 
crease of  his  stock,  his  shop  is  crowded  with 
customers,  and  the  sale  of  his  paper  rises  in 
proportion  to  the  scandal  it  contains.  All 
this  time  the  prosecutor  is  inveighed  against 
98  e  tyrant  and  oppressor,  for  having  chosen 


to  proceed  by  the  way  of  information,  whict 
is  deemed  a  grievance  :  but  if  he  lays  an  ac  ■ 
tion  for  damages,  he  must  prove  the  damage  ; 
and  I  leave  you  to  judge,  whether  a  gentle- 
man's character  may  not  be  brought  into 
contempt,  and  all  his  views  in  life  blasted  by 
calumny,  without  his  being  able  to  specify 
the  particulars  of  the  damage  he  has  sus- 
tained. 

•'  This  spirit  of  defamation  is  a  kind  of 
heresy,  that  thrives  under  persecution.  The 
liberty  of  the  press  is  a  term  of  great  efl5ca- 
cy  ;  and,  like  that  of  the  protestant  religion^ 
has  often  served  the  purposes  of  sedition.  A 
minister,  therefore,  must  arm  himself  with 
patience,  and  bear  those  attacks  without  re- 
pining. Whatever  mischief  they  may  do  in 
other  respects,  they  certainly  contribute,  in 
one  particular,  to  the  advantage  of  govern- 
ment ;  for  those  defamatory  articles  have 
multiplied  papers  in  such  a  manner,  and  aug- 
mented their  sale  to  such  a  degree,  that  the 
duty  upon  stamps  and  advertisements  has 
made  a  very  considerable  addition  to  the  re- 
venue." Certain  it  is,  a  gentleman's  honour 
is  a  very  delicate  subject  to  be  handled  by  a 
jury,  composed  of  men  who  cannot  be  sup- 
posed remarkable  either  for  sentiment  or  im- 
partiality. In  such  a  case,  indeed,  the  de- 
fendant  is  tried,  not  only  by  his  peers,  bul 
also  by  his  party ;  and  I  really  think  that,  oJ 
all  patriots,  he  is  the  most  resolute,  who  ex- 
poses himself  to  such  detraction  for  the  sakt 
of  his  countr)'.  If,  from  the  ignorance  or 
partiality  of  juries,  a  gentleman  can  have  no 
redress  from  law  for  being  defamed  in  a  pam- 
phlet or  newspaper,  I  know  but  one  other 
method  of  proceeding  against  the  publisher, 
which  is  attended  with  some  risk,  but  has 
been  practised  successfully,  more  than  one* 
in  my  remembrance.  A  regiment  of  horsa 
was  represented,  in  one  of  the  newspapers, 
as  having  misbehaved  at  Dettingen  ;  a  cap- 
tain of  that  regiment  broke  the  publisher's 
bones,  telling  him,  at  the  same  time,  if  he 
went  to  law,  he  should  certainly  have  the 
like  salutation  from  every  officer  of  the  corps. 

Governor took  the  same  satisfaction 

on  the  ribs  of  an  author,  who  traduced  him  by 
name  in  a  periodical  paper.  I  know  a  low 
fellow  of  the  same  class,  who,  being  turned 
out  of  Venice  for  his  impudence  and  scurrili- 
ty, retired  to  Lugano,  a  town  of  the  Grisons 
(a  free  people,  God  wot),  where  he  found  a 
printing-press,  from  whence  he  squirted  his 
filth  at  some  respectable  characters  in  the 
republic  which  he  had  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don. Some  of  these,  finding  him  out  of  the 
roach  of  legal  chastisement,  employed  cer- 
tain useful  instruments,  such  as  may  be  found 
in  all  countries,  to  give  him  the  bastinado ; 
which  being  repeated  more  than  once,  effec- 
tually stopped  the  current  of  his  abuse. 

"  As  for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  like  every 
other  privilege,  it  must  be  restrained  within 
certain  bounds,  for,  if  it  is  carried  to  a  breach 
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of  law,  religion,  and  charity,  it  becomes  one 
of  the  greatest  evils  that  ever  annoyed  a 
community.  If  the  lowest  nitlian  may  stab 
<oiH  good  name  with  impunity  in  England, 
Jvili  you  bo  so  uncandid  as  to  e.xclaim  against 
Italy  for  the  practice  of  common  assassina- 
tion .'  To  what  purpose  is  our  property 
secured,  if  our  moral  character  is  loti  de- 
fenceless'' People,  thus  baited,  grow  despe- 
rate ;  and  the  despair  of  being  able  to  preserve 
one's  character  untainted  by  such  vermin, 
produces  a  total  neglect  of  fame  ;  so  that 
one  of  the  chief  incitements  to  the  practice 
of  virtue  is  et^ectually  destroyed." 

Mr  Barton's  last  consideration,  respecting 
the  stamp  duty,  is  equally  wise  and  laudable 
with  another  maxim  which  has  been  long 
adopted  by  our  financiers,  namely,  to  connive 
at  drunkenness,  riot,  and  dissipation,  because 
they  enhance  the  receipt  of  the  e.xcise  ;  not 
reflecting  that,  in  providing  this  temporary 
convenience,  they  are  destroying  the  morals, 
health,  and  industry  of  the  people.  Not- 
withstanding my  contempt  for  those  who 
flatter  a  minister,  I  think  there  is  something 
still  more  despicable  in  flattering  a,  mob. 
When  I  see  a  man  of  birth,  education  and 
fortune,  put  himself  on  a  level  with  the  dregs 
of  the  people,  mingle  with  low  mechanics,  feed 
witii  them  at  the  same  board,  and  drink  witli 
them  in  the  same  cup,  flatter  tiieir  prejudices, 
harangue  in  praise  of  their  virtues,  expose 
himself  to  the  belchings  of  their  beer,  the 
fumes  of  their  tobacco,  the  grossness  of  their 
familiarity,  and  the  impertinence  of  their 
conversation,  I  cannot  help  despising  him  as 
a  man  guilty  of  the  vilest  prostitution,  in  or- 
der to  effect  a  purpose  equally  selfish  and  il- 
liberal. 

I  should  renounce  politics  the  more  will- 
ingly, if  I  could  find  other  topics  of  conver- 
sation discussed  with  more  modesty  and 
candour:  but  the  demon  of  party  seems  to 
have  usurped  every  department  of  life.  Even 
the  world  of  literature  and  taste  is  divided 
into  the  most  virulent  factions,  which  revile, 
decry  and  traduce  the  v/orks  of  one  anotlier. 
Yesterday  I  went  to  return  an  afternoon's 
visit  to  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  at 
whose  house  I  found  one  of  the  authors  of 
the  present  age,  who  has  written  with  some 
success.  As  I  had  read  one  or  two  of  his 
performances,  which  gave  mc  pleasure,  I 
was  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  know  his  per- 
son :  but  his  discourse  and  deportment  de- 
stroyed all  the  impressions  which  his  wri- 
tings had  made  in  his  favour.  lie  took  upon 
him  to  decide  dogmatically  upon  every  sub- 
ject, without  deigning  to  show  the  least 
cause  for  his  differing  from  the  general 
opinions  of  mankind,  as  if  it  had  been  our 
duty  to  acquiesce  in  the  ipse  dixit  of  this 
new  Pythagoras.  He  rejudged  the  charac- 
,ers  of  all  the  principal  autliors  who  had  died 
ftfithin  a  centnry  of  the  present  time ;  and  in 


lliis  revision,  paid  no  sort  of  regard  to  tiic 
reputation  tliey  had  acquired.  Milton  was 
harsh  and  prosaic  ;  Drydon,  languid  and  ver- 
bose ;  Butler  and  Switl,  without  humour; 
Congreve,  williout  wit ;  and  Pope  destitute 
of  any  sort  of  poetical  merit.  As  for  his 
contemporaries,  he  could  not  bear  to  hear 
one  of  them  mentioned  with  any  degree  of 
applause :  they  were  all  dunces,  pedants, 
plagiaries,  quacks  and  impostors ;  and  you 
could  not  name  a  single  performance,  but 
what  was  tame,  stupid,  and  insipid.  It  must 
be  owned,  that  this  writer  had  nothing  to 
charge  his  conscience  with  on  the  side  of 
flattery ;  for,  I  understand,  he  was  never 
known  to  praise  one  line  that  was  written 
even  by  those  with  wliom  he  lived  in  terms 
of  good  fellowship.  This  arrogance  and  pre- 
sumption, in  depreciating  authors,  for  whose 
reputation  the  company  may  be  interested, 
is  such  an  insult  upon  the  understanding,  as 
I  could  not  bear  without  wincing. 

I  desired  to  know  his  reasons  for  decrying 
some  works  which  had  afforded  me  uncom- 
mon  pleasure;  and  as  demonstration  did  not 
seem  to  be  his  talent,  I  dissented  from  his 
opinion  with  great  freedom.  Having  been 
spoiled  by  the  deference  and  humility  of  his 
hearers,  he  did  not  bear  contradiction  with 
much  temper ;  and  the  dispute  might  have 
grown  warm,  had  it  not  been  interrupted  by 
the  entrance  of  a  rival  bard,  at  whose  ap- 
pearance he  always  quits  tlie  place.  They 
are  of  different  cabals,  and  have  been  at  open 
war  tlieso  twenty  years.  If  the  other  was 
dogmatical,  this  genius  was  declamatory  ;  he 
did  not  discourse,  but  harangue  ;  and  his 
orations  were  equally  tedious  and  turgid. 
He,  too,  pronounced  ex  cathedra  upon  the 
characters  of  his  contemporaries  ;  and  though 
he  scruples  not  to  deal  out  praise,  even 
lavishly,  to  the  lowest  reptile  in  Grub-street, 
wiio  will  either  flatter  him  in  private,  or 
mount  the  public  rostrum  as  his  panegyrist, 
he  damns  all  the  other  writers  of  the  age 
with  the  utmost  insolence  and  rancour.  One 
is  a  blunderbuss,  as  being  a  native  of  Ire- 
land ;  another  a  half-starved  louse  of  litera- 
ture from  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  ;  a  third, 
an  ass,  because  he  enjoys  a  pension  from 
government ;  a  fourth,  the  very  angel  of  dull- 
ness, because  he  succeeded  in  a  species  of 
writing  in  which  this  Aristarchus  had  failed  ; 
a  fiflh,  who  presumed  to  make  strictures 
upon  one  of  his  performances,  he  holds  as  a 
bug  in  criticism,  whose  stench  is  more  offen. 
sive  than  his  sting.  In  short,  except  him- 
self and  his  myrmidons,  there  is  not  a  man 
of  learning  or  genius  in  the  three  kingdoms. 
As  for  the  success  of  those  who  have  writ- 
ten without  the  pale  of  the  confederacy,  ho 
imputes  it  entirely  to  want  of  taste  in  iho 
public;  not  considering  that,  to  the  appro- 
bation  of  that  VQry  tasteless  public  he  him- 
self owes  all  'he  consequence  he  has  in  life. 
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Tliose  originals  are  not  fit  for  conversa- 
tion. If  they  would  maintain  tJie  advantage 
vhey  had  gained  by  their  writing,  they  sliould 
never  appear  but  upon  paper.  For  my  j)art, 
I  am  shocked  to  find  a  man  have  sublime 
ideas  in  his  head,  and  nothing  but  illiberal 
sentiments  in  his  heart.  The  liuman  soul 
will  generally  be  found  most  defective  in  the 
article  of  candour.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
no  rnind  was  ever  wholly  exempt  from  envy, 
which,  perhaps,  may  have  been  implanted 
as  an  instinct  essential  to  our  nature.  I  arn 
afraid  we  sometimes  palliate  this  vice,  under 
the  specious  name  of  emulation.  I  have 
known  a  person  remarkably  generous,  hu- 
mane, moderate,  and  apparently  self-deny- 
ing, who  could  not  hear  even  a  friend  com- 
mended, without  betraying  marks  of  uneasi- 
ness, as  if  that  commendation  had  implied 
an  odious  comparison  to  his  prejudice,  and 
every  wreath  of  praise  added  to  the  other's 
character  was  a  garland  plucked  from  his 
own  temples.  This  is  a  malignant  species 
of  jealousy,  of  which  I  stand  acquitted  in 
my  own  conscience.  Whether  it  is  a  vice 
or  an  infirmity,  I  leave  you  to  inquire. 

There  is  another  point,  which  I  would 
much  rather  see  determined ;  whether  the 
world  was  always  as  contemptible  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me  at  present]  If  the  morals  of 
mankind  have  not  contracted  an  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  depravity  within  these  thirty 
years,  then  must  I  be  infected  with  the  com- 
mon vice  of  old  men,  difficilis,  querulus, 
laudator  tcmporis  acli ;  or,  whicli  is  more 
probable,  the  impetuous  pursuits  and  avoca- 
tions oi'  youth  have  formerly  hindered  me 
from  observing  those  rotten  parts  of  human 
nature,  which  now  appear  so  offensively  to 
my  observation. 

We  have  been  at  court  and  'change,  and 
everywhere ;  and  everywhere  we  find  food 
for  spleen,  and  subject  for  ridicule.  My  new 
servant,  Humphry  Clinker,  turns  out  a 
great  original ;  and  Tabby  is  a  changed 
creature :  she  has  parted  with  Chowder, 
and  does  nothing  but  smile,  like  Malvolio  in 
the  play.  I'll  be  hanged  if  she  is  not  acting 
a  part  which  is  not  natural  to  her  disposi- 
tion, for  some  purpose  which  I  have  not  yet 
discovered. 

With  respect  to  the  characters  of  man- 
kind, my  curiosity  is  quite  satisfied:  I  have 
done  with  the  science  of  men,  and  must  now 
endeavour  to  amuse  myself  with  the  novelty 
of  things.  I  am,  at  present,  by  a  violent 
effort  of  the  mind,  forced  from  my  natural 
bias  ;  but  this  power  ceasing  to  act,  I  shall 
return  to  my  solitude  with  double  velocity. 
Every  thing  I  see,  and  hear,  and  feel,  in  tliis 
jreat  reservoir  of  folly,  knavery,  and  sophis- 
tication, contributes  to  enhance  the  value  of 
9  country  life,  in  the  sentiments  of  yours, 
tiways,  ,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

London,  June  2. 


To  Mrs  Mary  Jones,  at  Brakblkton- 
Hall. 

Dear  Molly  Jones, — Lady  Griskin's  bol. 
ler,  Mr  Crumb,  having  got  Squire  Barton  to 
frank  me  a  kiver,  I  would  not  neglect  to  let 
you  know  how  it  is  with  me,  and  the  rest  of 
the  family.  I  could  not  rite  by  John  Thomas, 
for  because  he  went  away  in  a  huff,  at  a  min- 
ute's warning.  He  and  Chowder  could  not 
agree,  so  they  fitt  upon  the  road,  and  Chow- 
der bit  his  thumb,  and  he  swore  he  would  do 
him  a  mischief,  and  he  spoke  saucy  to  rnis. 
tress,  whereby  the  squire  turned  him  off  in 
gudgeon  ;  and  by  God's  providence  we 
picked  up  another  footman,  called  Umphry 
Klinker, — a  good  sole  as  ever  broke  bread  ; 
which  shows,  that  a  scalded  cat  may  prove 
a  good  mouser,  and  a  hound  be  staunch, 
thof  he  has  got  narro  hare  on  his  buttocks; 
but  the  proudest  nose  maybe  bro't  baor  to  the 
grindstone  by  sickness  and  misfortunes. 

0  Molly  !  what  shall  I  say  of  London  ? 
All  the  towns  that  ever  I  beheld  in  my  born 
days  a/e  no  more  than  Welsh  barrows  and 
crumblecks  to  this  wonderful  sitty  !  Even 
Bath  itself  is  but  a  fillitch.  In  the  name  of 
God,  one  would  think  there's  no  end  of  the 
streets,  but  the  land's  end.  Then  there's 
such  a  power  of  people,  going  hurry  skurry  ! 
Such  a  racket  of  coxes  !  Such  a  noise  and  a 
hali-balloo  !  So  many  strange  sites  to  be  seen  ! 
O  gracious  !  my  poor  Welsh  brain  has  been 
spinning  like  a  top  ever  since  I  came  hither  ! 
And  I  have  seen  tlie  park,  and  the  paleass  of 
Saint  Gimses,  and  the  kings  and  the  queens 
magisterial  pursing,  and  the  sweet  young 
princes,  and  the  hillyfents,  and  pye-bald-ass, 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  royal  family. 

Last  week  I  went  with  mistress  to  the 
tower,  to  see  the  crowns  and  v^^ild  beastis ; 
and  there  was  a  monstracious  lion,  with 
teeth  half  a  quarter  long ;  and  a  gentleman 
bid  me  not  go  near  him,  if  I  was'nt  a  maid; 
being  as  how  he  would  roar,  and  tear,  and 
play  the  dickens.  Now  I  had  no  mind  to 
go  near  him  ;  for  I  cannot  abide  such  dan- 
gerous honeymils,  not  I.  But  mistress  would 
go  ;  and  the  beast  kept  such  a  roaring  and 
bouncing,  that  I  tlio't  he  would  a  broke  liia 
cage,  and  devoured  us  all  ;  and  the  gentle- 
man tittered  forsooth ;  but  I'll  go  to  death 
upon  it,  I  will,  tliat  my  lady  is  as  good  a 
firchcn  as  the  child  unborn  ;  and  therefore 
either  the  gentleman  told  a  phib,  or  the  lion 
oft  to  be  set  in  the  stocks  for  bearing  false 
witness  again  his  neighbour;  for  the  coin- 
mandmcnt  sayeth.  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false 
witness  again  thy  neighbour. 

1  was  afterwards  of  a  party  at  Sadler'a 
Wells,  where  I  saw  another  such  tumbling 
and  dancing  upon  ropes  and  wires,  that  J 
was  frightened,  and  ready  to  go  into  a  fit.  1 
t*iought  it  was  all  enchantment :  and  believ- 
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mg  myself  bewitched,  befjan  for  to  cry. 
You  knows  a.s  how  the  witdiea  in  Wales  tly 
(ipon  broomsticks  ;  but  here  was  flying  witli- 
ont  any  broomstick,  or  thing  in  the  varsal 
world,  and  firing  of  pistols  in  tlie  air,  and 
blowing  of  trunipets,  and  swinging,  and  roll- 
ing of  wheel-barrows  upon  a  wire  (God  bliss 
us  !)  no  thicker  than  a  sewing  thread  ;  that, 
to  be  sure,  they  must  deal  with  the  devil.  A 
fine  gentleman  with  a  pig's  tail,  and  a  golden 
sord  by  his  side,  came  to  comfit  me,  and 
oflered  for  to  treat  me  with  a  pint  of  wind; 
but  I  would  not  stay ;  and  so  in  going 
through  the  dark  passage,  he  began  to  show 
his  cloven  futt,  and  went  for  to  be  rude ;  my 
fellow-servant,  Umphry  Kiinker  bid  liim  to 
be  sivil,  andhegave  the  young  man  a  dowse  in 
the  chops  ;  but,  i'fockins,  Mr  Kiinker  wa'n't 
long  in  his  debt;  with  a  good  oaken  sapling  he 
dusted  his  doublet,  for  all  his  golden  cheese- 
toaster;  and  fipping  me  under  his  arm,  car- 
ried me  huom,  I  nose  not  how,  being  I  was 
m  such  a  flustration.  But,  thank  God!  I'm 
now  vaned  from  all  such  vanities  ;  for  what 
are  all  those  rarities  and  vagaries  to  the  glo- 
ries that  shall  be  revealed  hereafter!  O 
Molly  !  let  not  your  poor  heart  be  pufled  up 
with  vanity. 

I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  I  have 
had  my  hair  cut  and  pippered,  and  singed, 
and  bolstered,  and  buckled  in  the  newest 
fashion,  by  a  French  freezer — Parley  vow 
Francey — Vee  Madmanaell — I  now  carries 
my  head  higher  than  arrow  private  gentle- 
woman of  Vales.  Last  night,  coming  huom 
from  the  meeting,  I  was  taken,  by  lamp  light, 
for  an  eminent  poulterer's  daughter,  a  great 
Deauty — but,  as  I  was  saying,  this  is  all  va- 
nity and  vexation  of  spirit.  The  pleasures 
of  London  are  no  better  than  sower  whey 
and  stale  cider,  when  compared  to  the  joys 
of  the  New  Gcrusalem. 

Dear  Mary  Jones  !  An'  please  God,  when 
[  return  I'll  bring  you  a  new  cap,  with  a 
turky-shcU  coom,  and  a  pye-house  sermon, 
that  was  preaclied  in  the  tabernacle;  and  I 
pray  of  all  love,  you  will  mind  your  vriting 
and  your  spelling  ;  for,  craving  your  pardon, 
Molly,  it  made  me  suet  to  disseyffer  your 
last  scrabble,  which  was  delivered  by  the 
hind  at  Bath.  O,  voman  !  voman  !  if  thou 
hadst  but  the  least  consumption  of  what 
pleasure  we  scullers  have,  when  we  can 
cunster  the  carbbidst  buck  off  hand,  and 
epell  the  ethnitch  vords,  without  looking  at 
the  primmer.  As  for  Mr  Kiinker,  he  is  quali- 
fied to  be  clerk  to  a  parish — but  I'll  say  no 
more.  Remember  me  to  Saul — poor  sole  ! 
it  goes  to  my  hart  to  think  she  don't  yet 
know  her  letters.  But  all  in  God's  good 
time.  It  shall  go  hard,  but  I  will  bring  her 
the  ABC  in  gingerbread  ;  and  that,  you  nose, 
will  be  learning  to  her  taste. 

Mistress  says  we  are  going  a  long  gurney 
lo  the  north ;  but,  go  where  we  will,  \  shall  ever 


be,  dear  Mary  Jones,  vours,  with  true  infoc- 
tiou,  '  Wli\.  Jl'lNKlNS. 

London,  June  3. 


To  Sir  Watkin  I'hii.mps,  Baut.  of  Jk-sus 
('oi.hiu.E,  Oxo.N 

Dear  Wat. — I  mentioned  in  my  last, 
my  uncle's  design  of  going  to  the  Duke  of 

N 's  levee,  which  design  has  been  e.\e- 

ciited  accordingly.  His  grace  has  been  so 
long  accustomed  to  tliis  kind  of  homage, 
that,  though  the  place  he  now  fills  does  not 
imply  tlie  tenth  part  of  the  influence  which 
he  exerted  in  his  former  of]ic(','ho  lias  given 
his  ti-iends  to  understand,  that  they  cannot 
oblige  him  in  any  tiling  more  than  in  contri- 
buting to  support  the  shadow  of  that  power 
which  he  no  longer  retains  in  substance  ;  and 
therefore  he  has  still  public  days,  on  which 
they  appear  at  his  levee. 

My  uncle  and  I  went  thither  with  Mr  Bar- 
ton, who,  being  one  of  the  Duke's  adherents, 
undertook  to  be  our  introducer.  The  room 
was  pretty  well  filled  with  people,  in  a  great 
variety  of  dress  ;  but  there  was  no  more  than 
one  gown  and  cassoc,  though  I  am  told  his 
grace  had,  while  he  was  minister,  preferred 
almost  every  individual  that  now  filled  the 
bench  of  bishops  in  the  house  of  lords  ;  but, 
in  all  probability,  the  gratitude  of  the  clergy 
is  like  their  charity,  which  shuns  the  liglit. 
Mr  Barton  was  immedia-toly  accosted  by  a 
person  well  stricken  in  years,  tall  and  raw- 
boned,  with  a  hook-nose  and  an  arch  leer, 
that  indicated  at  least  as  much  cunning  ass 
sagacity.  Our  conductor  saluted  him  by  the 
name  of  Captain  C ,  and  afterwards  in- 
formed us  he  was  a  man  of  shrewd  parts, 
whom  the  government  occasionally  employed 
in  secret  services  ;  but  I  have  had  the  histo- 
ry of  him  more  at  large  from  another  quarter. 
He  had  been,  many  years  ago,  concerned  in 
fraudulent  practices,  as  a  merchant  in  France ; 
and,  being  convicted  of  some  of  them,  was 
sent  to  the  galleys,  from  whence  he  was  de- 
livered, by  the  interest  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Ormond,  to  whom  he  had  recommended  him- 
self, in  a  letter,  as  his  namesake  and  relation. 
He  was,  in  the  sequel,  employed  by  our 
ministry  as  a  spy  ;  and,  in  the  war  of  1740, 
traversed  all  Spain,  as  well  as  France,  in  the 
disguise  of  a  capuchin,  at  the  extreme  hazard 
of  his  life,  inasmuch  as  the  court  of  Madrid 
had  actually  got  scent  of  him,  and  given  or- 
ders to  apprehend  him  at  St  Sebastian's, 
from  whence  he  had  fortunately  retired  but 
a  few  hours  before  the  order  arrived.  Thia 
and  olhcr  hair-breadth  'scapes  he  pleaded  si3 
effectually  as  a  merit  with  the  English  min- 
istry, that  they  allowed  him  a  comfortable 
pension,  which  he  now  enjoys  in  his  old  age. 
He  has  still  access  to  all  the  ministers,  and 
is  said  to  be  consulted  by  them  on  many  sulj. 
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)ects,  as  a  man  of  uncommon  understanding 
and  great  experience.  He  is,  in  fact,  a  fel- 
low of  some  parts,  and  invincible  assurance  ; 
and]  in  his  discourse,  he  assumes  such  an  air 
of  ficlf-sufBciency,  as  may  very  well  impose 
upon  some  of  the  shallow  politicians  who 
nov,^  labour  tt  the  helm  of  administration. 
But,  'f  he  is  not  belied,  this  is  not  the  only 
impc^ture  of  which  he  is  guilty.  They  say 
he  i.<»  at  bottom  not  only  a  Roman  Catholic, 
but  r<ially  a  priest ;  and,  while  he  pretends 
to  d'sclose  to  our  state-pilots  all  the  springs 
that  move  the  cabinet  of  Versailles,  he  is 
actuoJly  picking  up  intelligence  for  the  ser- 
vice of  tlie  French  minister.  Be  that  as  it 
may  Captain  C entered  into  conversa- 
tion with  us  in  the  most  familiar  manner, 
and  treated  the  duke's  character  without 
any  ceremony.  "  This  wiseacre,"  said  he, 
"  is  still  a-bed  ;  and,  I  think,  the  best  thing 
he  ran  do  is  to  sleep  on  till  Christmas  ;  for 
whon  he  gets  up,  he  does  nothing  but  expose 
his  own  folly.  Since  Grenville  was  turned 
out,  there  has  been  no  minister  in  this  nation 
wortli  the  meal  that  whitened  his  periwig. 
They  are  so  ignorant,  they  scarce  know  a 
crab  from  a  cauliflower ;  and  then  they  are  such 
dunces,  that  there's  no  making  them  com- 
prehend tlie  plainest  proposition.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  this  poor  half-witted  crea- 
ture told  me,  in  a  great  fright,  that  thirty 
thousand  French  had  marched  from  Arcadia 
to  Cape  Breton.  "  Where  did  they  find 
transports  1"  said  L  "  Transports  !"  said 
he,  "  I  tell  you  they  marclied  by  land — " 
"  By  land,  to  the  island  of  Cape  Breton  !" 
"  What !  is  Cape  Breton  an  island  1"  "  Cer- 
tainly." "Hah!  are  you  sure  of  that?" 
When  I  pointed  it  out  on  the  map,  he 
examined  it  earnestly  with  his  spectacles  ; 
then   taking   me    in   his   arms,  "  My    dear 

C !"   cried  he,   "  you  always  bring  us 

good  news — egad,  I'll  go  directly  and  tell 
the  king  that  Cape  Breton  is  an  island." 

He  seemed  disposed  to  entertain  us  with 
.more  anecdotes  of  this  nature,  at  the  expence 
of  his  grace,  v/hen  he  v/as  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Algerine  ambassador,  a  vene- 
rable Turk,  v;itii  a  long  white  beard,  at- 
tended by  his  dragoman  or  interpreter,  and 
another  officer  of  his  household,  who  had  got 

no   stockings  to  his   legs.     Captain   C 

immediately  spoke,  v,-ith  an  air  of  authority, 
to  a  servant  in  waiting,  bidding  him  go  and 
tell  the  duke  to  rise,  as  there  was  a  great 
cJoal  of  company  come,  and,  among  others, 
the  ambassador  from  Algiers.  Then,  turn- 
ing to  us, — "  This  poor  Turk,"  said  he, 
'♦notwithstanding  his  grey  beard,  is  a  green 
iiorn.  He  has  been  several  years  resident  at 
London,  and  still  is  ignorant  of  our  political 
revolutions.  This  visit  is  intended  for  the 
prime  minister  of  England ;  but  you'll  see 
how  this  wise  duke  will  receive  it  as  a  mark 
il  attach.ncnt  to  his  own  person."     Certain 


it  is,  the  duke  seemed  eager  to  acknowledge 
the  compliment.  A  door  opening,  he  sud 
denly  bolted  out,  with  a  shaving  cloth  undei 
his  chin,  his  face  frothed  up  to  the  eyes  with 
soap  lather ;  and,  running  up  to  the  am- 
bassador, grinned  iiideous  in  his  face, — "  My 
dear  Mahomet,"  said  he,  "God  love  youi 
long  beard  ;  I  hope  the  dey  will  make  you  a 
horse-tail  at  the  ne.xt  promotion,  ha,  ha,  ha  ! 
Have  but  a  moment's  patience,  and  I'll  send 
to  you  in  a  twinkling."  So  saying,  ho  re- 
treated into  his  den,  leaving  the  Turk  in 
some  confusion.  After  a  short  pause,  how- 
ever, he  said  something  to  his  interpreter, 
the  meaning  of  which  I  had  great  curiosity 
to  know,  as  he  turned  up  his  eyes  while  he 
spoke,  expressing  astonishment  mixed  with 
devotion.  We  were  gratified  by  means  of 
the  communicative  Captain  C ,  who  con- 
versed with  the  dragoman  as  an  old  acquaint- 
ance. Ibrahim,  the  ambassador,  who  had 
mistaken  his  grace  for  the  minister's  fool, 
was  no  sooner  undeceived  by  the  interpreter, 
than  he  exclaimed  to  this  effect — "  Holy 
prophet !  I  don't  wonder  that  this  nation 
prospers,  seeing  it  is  governed  by  the  coun- 
cil of  idiots;  a  species  of  men,  whom  all 
good  musselmen  revere  as  the  organs  of  im- 
mediate  inspiration  !"  Ibrahim  was  favoured 
with  a  particular  audience  of  short  duration  ; 
after  which  the  duke  conducted  him  to  the 
door,  and  then  returned  to  diffuse  his  gracious 
looks  among  the  crowd  of  his  worshippers. 

As  Mr  Barton  advanced  to  present  me  tc 
his  grace,  it  was  my  fortune  to  attract  his 
notice  before  I  was  announced.  He  forth- 
with  met  me  more  than  half  way,  and,  seiz- 
ing me  by  the  hand,  "  My  dear  Sir  Francis  I" 
cried  he,  "  this  is  so  kind — I  vow  to  Gad  !  I 
am  so  obliged — such  attention  to  a  poor  bro- 
ken minister — well — pray,  when  does  your 
excellency  set  sail  ?  For  God's  sake,  have 
a  care  of  your  health,  and  eat  stewed  prunes 
in  the  passage.  Next  to  your  own  precious 
health,  pray,  my  dear  excellency,  take  care 
of  the  five  nations,  our  good  friends  the  five 
nations — the  Torryrorics,  the  Maccolmacks, 
the  Out-o'the-ways,  the  Crickets,  and  the 
Kickshaws.  Let  'em  have  plenty  of  blan- 
kets, and  stinkubus,  and  wampum  ;  and  your 
excellency  won't  fail  to  scour  the  kettle,  and 
boil  the  chain,  and  bury  the  tree,  and  plant 
the  hatchet — ha,  ha,  ha!"  When  he  had 
uttered  this  rhapsody,  with  his  usual  preci- 
pitation, Mr  Barton  gave  him  to  understand, 
that  I  was  neither  Sir  Francis,  nor  St  Fran- 
cis ;  but  simply  Mr  Melford,  nephew  to  Mr 
Bramble  ;  who,  stepping  forward,  made  his 
bow  at  the  same  time.  "  Odso  !  no  more  it 
is  Sir  Francis,"  said  this  wise  statesman — 
"Mr  Melford,  I  am  glad  to  see  you — Isen: 
you  an  engineer  to  fortify  your  dock — Mr 
Bramble — your  servant,  Mr  Bramble.  How 
d'ye,  good  Mr  Bramble  ?  Your  nephew  i.^ 
a  pretty  young  fellow — fdith  and  troth  !   a 
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very  pretty  follow.  His  fatlier  is  my  olil 
friend.  How  (li)os  he  hold  it  ?  Still  troubled 
■vitli  that  daiiii'.'d  disorder,  ha  ]"  "  No,  my 
ord,"  replied  my  uncle,  "  all  liis  troubles  are 
bver — he  lias  been  dead  thcrC  fifteen  years." 
Dead  !  how — yes,  faith  !  now  I  remember : 
he  is  dead,  sure  enough.  Well,  and  how — 
docs  the  young  gentleman  stand  for  Haver- 
fordwest? or — a — what  dy'e — my  dear  Mr 
Milfordhaven,  I'll  do  you  all  the  service  in 
my  power — I  liopo  I  have  some  credit  left." 
My  uncle  then  gave  him  to  understand  that 
I  was  still  a  minor ;  and  that  we  had  no  inten- 
tion  to  trouble  him  at  present  for  any  favour 
whatsoever — "  I  came  hither  with  my  ne- 
phew," added  he,  "  to  pay  our  respects  to 
your  grace  ;  and  I  may  venture  to  say,  that 
his  views  and  mine  are  at  least  as  disin- 
terested as  those  of  any  individual  in  this 
issembly.  •'  My  dear  Mr  Brambleberry  ! 
you  do  mc  infinite  honour — I  shall  always 
rejoice  to  see  you  and  your  liopeful  nephew, 
Mr  Milfordhaven.  My  credit,  such  as  it  is, 
you  may  command — 1  wish  we  had  more 
friends  of  your  kidney." 

Then  turning  to  Captain  C ,     "  Ha, 

C !"    said    he,    "what    news,    C 1 

How  docs  the  world  wag?  ha !"  "  The  world 
wags  nuicli  after  the  old  fashion,  my  lord," 
answered  the  captain  :  "  the  j)oliticians  of 
London  and  Westminster  have  begun  again 
to  wag  their  tongues  against  your  grace  ; 
and  your  short-lived  popularity  wags  like  a 
feather,  which  the  next  puff  of  antiministe- 
rial  calumny  will  blow  away — "  "A  pack 
of  rascals,"  cried  the  duke — "tories,  jaco- 
lites,  rebels  ;  one  half  of  them  v,'ould  wag 
their  heels  at  Tyburn,  if  they  had  their  de- 
serts." So  saying,  he  wheeled  about ;  and, 
going  ro;md  the  levee,  spoke  to  every  indi- 
vidual, with  the  most  courteous  familiarity  ; 
but  he  scarce  ever  opened  his  mouth,  without 
making  some  blunder,  in  relation  to  the  por- 
Bon  or  business  of  the  party  with  whom  he 
conversed ;  so  that  he  really  looked  like  a 
comedian  hired  to  burlesque  the  character 
of  a  minister.  At  length  a  person  of  very  pre- 
possessing appearance  coming  in,  his  grace 
ran  up,  and  hugging  him  in  his  arms,  with 
the  appellation  of  "my  dear  Ch — s!"  led 
liim  forthwith  into  the  inner  apartment,  or 
sanrlum  sanctorum  of  this  political  temple. 

"  That,"  said  Captain  C ,  "  is  my  friend 

C —  T — ,  almost  the  only  man  of  parts  who 
has  any  concern  in  the  present  administra- 
tion. Indeed,  he  would  have  no  concern  at 
all  in  the  matter,  if  the  ministry  did  not  find 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  make  use  of  his 
talents  upon  some  particular  occasions.  As 
for  the  common  business  of  the  nation,  it  is 
carried  on  in  a  constant  routine  by  the  clerks 
of  the  different  offices,  otherwise  the  wheels 
of  govttrnment  would  be  wholly  stopt  amidst 
the  abrupt  succession  of  ministers,  every  one 
more  ignorant  that  his  predecessor.  I  am 
thinking  what  a  fine  hovel  we  should  be  in, 
5  C-*  7G 


if  all  the  clerks  of  the  treasury,  of  tho  eccrc. 
tarics,  the  war-office,  and  the  admiralty, 
.should  take  it  in  their  heads  to  throw  up 
their  places,  in  imitation  of  the  great  pen- 
sioner. But,  to  return  to  C —  T — ;  he  cer- 
tainly knows  more  than  all  the  ministry  and 
all  the  opposition,  if  their  heads  were  laid 
together,  and  talks  like  an  angel  on  a  vast 
variety  of  subjects.  He  would  really  be  a 
great  man,  if  he  had  any  consistency  or  sta- 
bility of  character.  Then,  it  must  be  owned, 
he  wants  courage  ;  otherwise  he  would  never 
allow  himself  to  be  cowed  by  the  great  poli 
tical  bully,  for  whose  understanding  he  hat 
justly  a  very  great  contempt.  I  have  seen 
him  as  much  afraid  of  that  overbearing  Hec- 
tor, as  ever  school-boy  was  of  his  pedagogue  ; 
and  yet  this  Hector,  I  shrewdly  suspect,  is 
no  more  than  a  craven  at  bottom.  Besides 
this  defect,  C —  has  another,  which  ho  is  at 
too  little  pains  to  hide — there  is  no  faith  to 
be  given  to  his  assertions,  and  no  trust  to  be 
put  in  his  promises.  However,  to  give  the 
devil  his  due,  he's  very  good-natured,  and 
even  friendly,  when  close  urcred  in  the  way 
of  solicitation.  As  for  principle,  that's  out 
of  question.  In  a  word,  he's  a  wit  and  an 
orator,  e.xtromely  entertaining;  and  he  shines 
very  oflen  at  the  expense  even  of  those  min- 
isters to  whom  he  is  a  retainer.  This  is  a 
mark  of  great  imprudence,  by  which  he  has 
made  them  all  his  enemies,  whatever  face 
they  may  put  upon  the  matter ;  and,  sooner 
or  later,  he'll  have  cause  to  wish  he  had 
been  able  to  keep  his  own  counsel.  I  have 
several  times  cautioned  him  on  this  subject; 
but  'tis  all  preaching  to  the  desert — his  vanity 
runs  away  with  his  discretion."  I  could  not 
help  thinking  the  captain  himself  might  have 
been  the  better  for  some  hints  of  the  same 
nature.  His  panegyric,  excluding  principle 
and  veracity,  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  contest 
I  once  overheard,  in  the  way  of  altercation, 
betwixt  two  apple-women,  in  Spring-garden. 
One  of  those  viragos  having  hinted  some- 
thing to  the  prejudice  of  the  other's  moral 
character,  her  antagonist,  setting  her  hands 
in  her  sides,  replied,  "  Speak  out,  hussy — I 
scorn  your  malice — I  own  I'm  both  a  whore 
and  a  thief;  and  what  more  have  you  to 
say  ]  Damn  you,  what  more  have  you  to 
say?  bating  that,  which  all  the  world  knows, 
I  challenge  you  to  say  black  is  the  white  of 

my  eye."     We  did  not  wait  for  Mr  T 's 

coming  forth  ;   but,  after  Captain  C had 

characterised  all  the  originals  in  waiting,  we 
adjourned  to  a  coffeehouse,  where  we  had 
buttered  muffins  and  tea  to  breakfast,  tho 
said  captain  still  favouring  us  with  his  com- 
pany.  Nay,  my  uncle  was  so  diverted  with 
ills  anecdotes,  that  he  asked  him  to  dinner, 
and  treated  him  with  a  fine  turbot,  to  which 
he  did  ample  justice.  That  same  evening  I 
spent  at  the  tavern  with  some  friends,  ono 

of  whom  let  me  into  C 's  character,  which 

Mr  Bramble  no  sooner  understood,  than  ha 


202 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECl   WORKS 


expressed  some  concern  for  the  connection 
ho  had  made,  and  resolved  to  disengage  him- 
self from  it,  without  ceremony. 

We  are  become  members  of  the  society 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  arts,  and  liave 
assisted  at  some  of  their  deliberations,  which 
were  conducted  with  equal  spirit  and  saga- 
city. My  uncle  is  extremely  fond  of  the 
institution,  which  will  certainly  be  product- 
ive  of  great  advantages  to  the  public,  if,  from 
its  democratical  form,  it  does  not  degenerate 
into  cabal  and  corruption.  You  are  already 
acquainted  with  his  aversion  to  the  influence 
of  the  multitude,  wliich,  he  affirms,  is  incom- 
patible with  excellence,  and  subversive  of 
order.  Indeed  his  detestation  of  the  mob 
has  been  heightened  by  fear,  ever  since  he 
fainted  in  the  room  at  Bath ;  and  this  appre- 
hension has  prevented  him  from  going  to  the 
little  theatre  in  the  Kavmarket,  and  other 


ciety  of  those  geniuses  ;  but  I  found  them 
exceedingly  formal  and  reserved.  They 
seemed  afraid  and  jealous  of  one  another, 
and  sat  in  a  state  of  mutual  repulsion,  like 
so  many  particles  of  vapour,  each  surround- 
ed by  its  own  eVctrified  atmosphere.  Dick, 
who  has  more  v.  /acity  than  judgment,  tried 
more  than  once  to  enliven  the  conversation  ; 
sometimes  making  an  effort  at  wit,  some- 
times letting  off  a  pun,  and  sometimes  dis- 
cliarging  a  conundrum  ;  nay,  at  length  ho 
started  a  dispute  upon  the  hackneyed  com- 
parison  betwixt  blank  verse  and  rhyme,  and 
the  professors  opened  with  great  clamour ; 
but,  instead  of  keeping  to  the  subject,  they 
launched  out  into  tedious  dissertations  on 
the  poetry  of  the  ancients  ;  and  one  of  them, 
who  had  been  a  schoolmaster,  displayed  his 
whole  knowledge  of  prosody,  gleaned  from 
Disputer  and  Ruddiman.    At  last,  I  ventured 


places  of  entertainment,  to  which,  however,  j  to  say,  I  did  not  see  how  the  subject  in  ques- 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  attend  the  ladies,     i  tion  could  be  at  all  elucidated  by  the  practice 

It  grates  old  squaretoes  to  reflect,  that  it  ,  of  the  ancients,  who  certainly  had  neither 
is  not  in  his  power  to  enjoy  even  the  most  ,  blank  verse  nor  rhyme  in  their  poems,  which 
elegant  diversions  of  the  capital,  without  the  I  were  measured  by  feet,  whereas  ours  are 
participation  of  the  vulgar ;  for  they  now  i  reckoned  by  the  number  of  syllables.  Thig 
thrust  themselves  into  all  assemblies,  from  a  ,  remark  seemed  to  give  umbrage  to  the  pedant, 
ridotto  at  St  James's  to  a  hop  at  Rotherithe.      who  forthwith  involved  himself  in  a  cloud  of 

I  have  lately  seen  our  old  acquaintance  ,  Greek  and  Latin  quotations,  which  nobody 
Dick  Ivy,  wlio  wc  imagined  had  died  of  j  attempted  to  dispel.  A  confused  hum  of 
dram-drinking ;  but  he  is  lately  emerged  j  insipid  observations  and  comments  ensued  ; 
from  the  Fleet,  by  means  of  a  pamphlet  1  and  (upon  the  whole)  I  never  passed  a  duller 
which  he  wrote  and  published  against  the  evening  in  my  life.  Yet,  without  all  doubt, 
government  with  some  success.  The  sale  '  some  of  them  were  men  of  learning,  wit, 
of  this  performance  enabled  him  to  appear  \  and  ingenuity.  As  they  are  afraid  of  mak- 
in  clean  linen,  and  he  is  now  going  about  'ingfree  with  one  another,  they  should  bring 
soliciting  subscriptions  for  his  poems  ;  but  each  liis  butt  or  whetstone  along  with  him, 
his  breeches  are  not  in  the  most  decent  '  for  the  entertainment  of  the  company.  My 
order.  j  uncle  says  he   never  desires  to  meet  with 

Dick  certainly  deserves  some  countenance  ^  more  than  one  wit  at  a  time.  One  wit,  like 
for  his  intrepidity  and  perseverance — it  is  a  knuckle  of  ham  in  soup,  gives  a  zest  and 
not  in  the  power  of  disappointment,  or  even  i  flavour  to  the  dish  ;  but  more  than  one  serves 
of  damnation,  to  drive  him  to  despair.     Af-  ;  only  to  spoil  the   pottage.     And   now   I'm 


ter  some  unsuccessful  essays  m  the  way  of 
poetry,  he  commenced  brandy  merchant,  and 
I  believe  his  whole  stock  ran  out  through  his 
own  bowels  ;  then  he  consorted  with  a  milk- 
woman,  who  kept  a  cellar  in  Petty  France  : 
but  he  could  not  make  his  quarters  good  ;  he 
was  dislodged,  and  driven  up  stairs  into  the 
kennel  by  a  corporal  in  the  second  regiment 
of  foot-guards.  He  was  afterwards  the  lau- 
reate of  Blackfriars,  from  whence  there  was 
a  natural  transition  to  the  Fleet.  As  he  had 
formerly  miscarried  in  panegyric,  he  now 
turned  his  thoughts  to  satire,  and  really 
seems  to  have  some  talent  for  abuse.  If  he 
can  hold  out  till  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
and  be  prepared  for  another  charge,  in  all 
probability  Dick  will  mount  the  pillory,  or 
obtain  a  pension  ;  in  either  of  which  events 
his  fortune  will  be  made.  Meanwhile  he  has 
acquired  some  degree  of  consideration  with 
the  respectable  writers  of  the  age  ;  and  as  I 
have  subscribed  for  his  works,  he  did  me  the 
^avour  t'other  night  to  introduce  mn  tj  a  so- 


afraid  I  have  given  you  an  unconscionable 
mess  without  any  flavour  at  all  :  for  which 
(I  suppose)  you  will  bestow  your  benedictions 
upon  your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  MELFORD. 
London,  June  5. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dear  Lewis, — Your  fable  of  the  monkej 
and  the  pig  is  what  the  Italians  call  ben  tro- 
vata  ;  but  I  shall  not  repeat  it  to  my  apothe- 
cary,  who  is  a  proud  Scotchman,  very  thin- 
skinned,  and  (for  aught  I  know)  may  have 
his  degree  in  his  pocket.  A  right  Scotch, 
man  has  always  two  strings  to  his  bow,  and 
is  ill  iitrumque  paralus.  Certain  it  is  I 
have  not  'scaped  a  scouring  ;  but,  I  believe, 
by  means  of  that  scouring,  I  have  'scapcc' 
something  worse,  perhaps  a  tedious  fit  of 
the  gout  or  rheumatism  :  for  my  appetite  be- 
gan to  flag,  and  I  had  certain  croak] 'igs  ia 
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the  bowels  whicli  boded  ine  no  good.  Nay, 
lam  not  yet. quite  free  of  these  reiiieinbruii- 
cere,  whicli  warn  nie  to  be  gone  from  tins 
centre  of  infection. 

What  temptation  can  a  man  of  my  turn 
»nd  temperament  have,  to  live  in  a  place 
ivherc  every  corner  teems  with  fresh  objects 
o''  detestation  and  disgust .'  What  kind  of 
taste  and  organs  must  those  people  liave, 
who  really  prefer  the  adulterated  enjoyments 
of  the  town  to  tlie  gcnume  pleasures  of  a 
country  retreat  I  iMost  people,  I  know,  are 
originally  seduced  by  vanity,  ambition  and 
childish  curiosity;  which  cannot  begratilied 
but  in  the  busy  haunts  of  men;  but  in  the 
course  of  tiiis  gratification,  their  very  organs 
of  sense  are  perverted,  and  they  become 
liabitually  lost  to  every  relish  of  what  is 
genuine  and  excellent  in  its  own  nature. 

Shall  I  state  the  difference  between  my 
town  grievances  and  my  country  coniforts  ! 
At  Brambleton-hali,  I  have  elbow-room  with- 
in doors,  and  breathe  a  clear,  clastic,  salutary 
air.     I  enjoy  refreshing  sleep,  which  is  never 
disturbed   by  horrid  noise,  nor  interrupted, 
but  in  a  morning,  by  the  sweet  titter  of  the 
martlet  at  my  window.     I  drink  the  virgin 
lymph,  pure  and  crystalline  as  it  gushes  from 
the  rock,  or  the  sj)arkling  beverage,  home- 
brewed from  malt  of  my  own  making ;  or  I 
indulge  with  cider,  which  my  own  orchard 
affords,  or  with  claret  of  the  best  growth, 
imported  for  my  own  use,  by  a  correspondent 
on  whose  integrity  I  can  depend  ;  my  bread 
\b  sweet  and  nourishing,  made  from  my  own 
wheat,  ground  in  my  own  mill,  and  baked 
in  my  own  oven  ;   my  table  is,  in   a  great 
measure,  furnished  from  my  own  ground;  my 
five-year   old    mutton,   fed  on  the   fragrant 
herbage  of  the  mountains,   that  might   vie 
with  venison  in  juice  and  flavour;  my  deli- 
cious  veal,   fattened   with  nothing   but  the 
mother's  milk,  that  fills  the  dish  with  gravy; 
my  poultry  from  the  barn-door,  that  never 
knew  confinement   but  when   they  were  at 
roost ;  my  rabbits  panting  from  the  warren  ; 
my  game  fresh  from  the  moors  ;   my  trout 
and  salmon  struggling  from  the  stream  ;  oys- 
ters from  their  native  banks  ;  and  herrings, 
with  other  sea-fish,  I  can  eat  in  four  hours 
after  they  are  taken.     My  sallads,  roots,  and 
pot-herbs,  my  own  garden  yields  in  plenty 
and   perfection,  the  produce  of  the  natural 
soil,  prepared  by  moderate  cultivation.    The 
same  soil  affords  all  liiie  diffcreiit  fruits  whicii 
England  may  call  her  own,  so  that  my  des- 
sert is  every  day  fresh   gathered  from  the 
tree ;  my  dairy  flows  with  nectareous  tides 
of  milk  and  cream,  from  whence  we  derive 
abundance   of  excellent   butter,   curds,   and 
cheese  ;  and  the  refuse  fattens  my  pigs,  that 
arc  destined  for  hams  and  bacon.     I  go  to 
bed  betimes,  and  rise  with  the  sun.     I  make 
chifl  to  pass   the  hours  with  ut  weariness 
or  regret,  and  am  not  destitute  of  amuse- 


ments within  doors,  when  the  weather  will 
not  permit  me  to  go  abroad.  I  read,  and 
chat,  and  play  at  billiards,  cards,  or  back 
gammon.  Without  doors,  I  superintend  my 
farm,  and  execute  plana  of  improvement 
the  ellects  of  which  I  enjoy  with  unspeakable 
delight.  Nor  do  I  take  less  pleasure  in  see- 
ing my  tenants  thrive  under  mv  auspices,  and 
the  poor  live  comfortably  by  the  employment 
which  I  provide.  You  know  I  have  one  or 
two  sensible  friends,  to  whom  I  can  open  all 
my  heart ;  a  blessing  which,  perhaps,  I  might 
have  sought  in  vain  among  the  crowded 
scenes  of  life.  There  are  a  few  others  of 
more  humble  parts,  whom  I  esteem  for  their 
integrity;  and  their  conversation  I  find  inof- 
fensive, though  not  very  entertaining.  Fi- 
nally, 1  live  in  the  midst  of  honest  men,  and 
trusty  dependents,  who,  1  fiatter  myself,  have 
a  disinterested  attachment  to  my  person. 
You  yourself,  my  dear  doctor,  can  vouch  for 
the  truth  of  these  assertions. 

Now,  mark  the  contrast  at  London.     I  am 
pent  up  in  frowsy  lodgings,  where  there  is 
not  room  enough  to  swing  a  cat,  and  I  breatiie 
the  steams  of  endless  putrefaction  ;  and  these 
would,  undoubtedly,  produce  a  pestilence,  if 
they  wore  not  qualified  by  the  gross  acid  of 
sea-coal,  which  is  itself  a  pernicious  nuisance 
to  lupgs  of  any  delicacy  of  tfxture  :  but  even 
this  boasted  corrector  cannot  prevent  those 
languid  sallow  looks,  that  distinguish  the  in- 
habitants of  London  from  those  ruddy  swains 
that  lead  a  country  life.     I  go  to  bed  after 
midnight,  jaded  and  restless  from  the  dissi- 
pations of  the  day.     I  start  every  hour  from 
my  sleep,  at  the  horrid  noise  of  the  watchmen 
bawling  the  hour  through  every  street,  and 
thundering  at  every  door  ;  a  set  of  useless 
fellows,  who  serve  no  other  purpose  but  that 
of  disturbing  the  repose  of  the'inhabitants  : 
and,  by  five  o'clock,  I  start  out  of  bed,  in 
consequence  of  the  still  more  dreadful  alarm 
made  by  the  country  carts,  and  noisy  rustics 
bellowing  green   pease   under  my   window. 
Ifl  would  drink  water,  I  must  quaff  the  mawk- 
ish  contents  of  an  open  aqueduct,  exposed 
to  all  manner  of  defilement,  or  swallow  that 
which  comes  from  the  river  Thames,  impreg. 
nated  with  all  the  filth  of  London  and  West- 
minster.     Human   excrement   is   the   least 
oftensive  part  of  the  concrete,  which  is  com- 
posed of  all  the  drugs,  minerals  and  poisona 
used  in  mechanics  and  manufactures,  enrich- 
ed with  the  putrefying  carcasses  of  beasts  and 
men,  and  mixed  with  the  scourings  of  all  the 
wash-tubs,    kennels,    and    common    sewers 
within  the  bills  of  mortality. 

This  is  tlie  agreeable  potation  extolled  by 
the  Londoners  as  the  finest  water  in  the  uni- 
verse. As  to  the  intoxicating  potion  sold 
for  wine,  it  is  a  vile,  unpalatable,  and  perni- 
cious  sop.histication,  balderdashed  with  cider- 
corn-spit,  and  the  juice  of  sloes.  In  an  ac- 
tion at  law,  laid  against  a  carman  for  having 
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staved  a  cask  of  port,  it  appeared,  from  the 
evidence  of  the  cooper,  that  there  were  not 
above  five  gallons  of  real  wine  in  the  whole 
pipe,  wiiich  held  above  an  hundred  ;  and  even 
that  had  been  brewed  and  adulterated  by  the 
merchant  at  Oporto.  The  bread  I  eat  in 
London  is  a  deleterious  paste,  mixed  up  with 
chalk,  alum,  and  bone-ashes,  insipid  to  the 
taste,  and  destructive  to  the  constitution. 
The  good  people  are  not  ignorant  of  this 
adulteration  ;  but  they  prefer  it  to  whole- 
some bread,  because  it  is  whiter  than  the 
meal  of  corn.  Thus  they  sacrifice  their 
taste  and  their  health,  and  the  lives  of  their 
tender  infants,  to  a  most  absurd  gratification 
of  a  misjudging  eye  ;  and  the  miller  or  baker 
is  obliged  to  poison  them  and  their  families, 
in  order  to  live  by  his  profession.  The  same 
monstrous  depravity  appears  in  their  veal, 
which  is  bleached  by  repeated  bleedings,  and 
other  villainous  arts,  till  there  is  not  a  drop 
af  juice  left  in  the  body,  and  the  poor  animal 
IS  paralytic  before  it  dies  :  so  void  of  all  taste, 
nourishment,  and  savour,  that  a  man  may 
dine  as  comfortably  on  a  white  fricassee  of 
kid-skin  gloves,  or  chip-hats  from  Leghorn. 
As  they  have  discharged  the  natural  colour 
from  their  bread,  their  butchers'  meat  and 
poultry,  their  cutlets,  ragouts,  fricassees,  and 
sauces  of  all  kinds — so  they  insist  upon 
having  the  complexion  of  their  pot-herbs 
mended,  even  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 
Perhaps,  you  will  hardly  believe  they  can  be 
BO  mad  as  to  boil  their  greens  with  brass 
half-pence,  in  order  to  improve  their  colour  ; 
and  yet  nothing  is  more  true.  Indeed,  with- 
out this  improvement  in  the  colour,  they  have 
no  personal  merit.  They  are  produced  in  an 
artificial  soil,  and  taste  of  nothing  but  the 
dung-hills  from  whence  they  spring.  My 
cabbage,  cauliflower,  and  'sparagus,  in  the 
country,  are  as  much  superior  in  flavour  to 
those  that  are  sold  in  Covent  Garden,  as  my 
heath  mutton  is  to  that  of  St  James's  mar- 
ket, which,  in  fact,  is  neither  lamb  nor  mut- 
ton, but  something  betwixt  the  two,  gorged 
in  the  rank  fens  of  Lincoln  and  Essex,  pale, 
coarse,  and  frowsy.  As  for  the  pork,  it  ia 
an  abominable,  carnivorous  animal,  fed  with 
horse  flesh  and  distillers'  grains;  and  the 
poultr}'  is  aC  rotten,  in  consequence  of  a  fe- 
ver, occasioned  by  the  infamous  practise  of 
sewing  up  the  gut,  that  they  may  be  the 
sooner  fattened  in  coops,  in  consequence  of 
this  cruel  retention. 

Of  the  fish,  I  need  say  nothing  in  this  hot 
weather,  but  that  it  comes  sixty,  seventy, 
fourscore,  and  a  hundred  miles  by  land- 
carriage  ;  a  circumstance  sufficient,  without 
any  comment,  to  turn  a  Dutchman's  stomach, 
even  if  his  nos.e  was  not  saluted  in  every 
alley  with  the  sweet  flavour  o?  fresh  mack- 
arel,  selling  by  retail.  This  is  not  the  sea- 
son for  oysters  ;  nevertheless,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  mention,  that  the  right  Colchester 


are  kept  in  slime  pits,  occasionally  over 
flowed  by  the  sea  ;  and  that  the  green  colour, 
so  much  admired  by  the  voluptuaries  of  Ihia 
metropolis,  is  occasioned  by  the  vitric'.ic 
scum,  which  rises  on  the  surface  of  the 
stagnant  and  stinking  water.  Our  rabbits 
are  bred  and  fed  in  the  poulterer's  cellar, 
where  they  have  neither  air  nor  exercise ; 
consequently,  they  must  be  firm  in  the  flesh, 
and  delicious  in  flavour ; — and  there  is  no 
game  to  be  had  for  love  or  money. 

It  must  be  owned  that  Covent  Garden  af- 
fords some  good  fruit ;  which,  however,  is 
always  engrossed  by  a  few  individuals  of 
overgrown  fortune,  at  an  exorbitant  price  ; 
so  that  little  else  than  the  refuse  of  the  mar- 
ket falls  to  the  share  of  the  community — and 
that  is  distributed  by  such  filthy  hands,  as  I 
cannot  look  at  without  loathing.  It  was  but 
yesterday  that  I  saw  a  dirty  barrow-bunter 
in  the  street,  cleaning  her  dusty  fruit  with 
her  own  spittle  ;  and  who  knows  but  some 
fine  lady  of  St  James's  parish  might  admit 
into  her  delicate  mouth  those  very  cherries 
which  had  been  rolled  and  moistened  between 
the  filthy,  and  perhaps  ulcerated  chops  of  a 
St  Giles's  huckster.  I  need  not  dwell  upon 
the  pallid  contammated  mash  which  they 
call  strawberries,  soiled  and  tossed  by  greasy 
paws  through  twenty  baskets  crusted  with 
dirt ;  and  then  presented  with  the  worst  milk, 
thickened  with  the  worst  flour  into  a  bad 
likeness  of  cream  :  but  the  milk  itself  should 
not  pass  unanalysed,  the  produce  of  faded 
cabbage  leaves  and  sour  drafl^,  lowered  with 
hot  water,  frothed  with  bruised  snails,  carried 
through  the  streets  in  open  pails,  exposed 
to  foul  rinsings  discharged  from  doors  and 
windows,  spittle,  snot,  and  tobacco-quids 
from  foot-passengers,  overflowings  from  mud- 
carts,  spatterings  from  coach-wheels,  dirt  and 
trash  chucked  into  it  by  roguish  boys  for 
the  joke's  sake,  the  spewings  of  infants  who 
have  slabbered  in  the  tin  measure,  which  is 
thrown  back  in  that  condition  among  the 
milk,  for  the  benefit  of  the  next  customer  ; 
o.nd,  finally,  the  vermin  that  drops  from  tho 
rags  of  the  nasty  drab  that  vends  this  pre- 
cious mixture,  under  the  respectable  denorri- 
ination  of  milk-maid. 

I  shall  conclude  this  catalogue  of  Londo-i 
dainties  with  the  table-beer,  guiltless  of  hops 
and  malt,  vapid  and  nauseous,  much  fitter  to 
facilitate  the  operation  of  a  vomit  than  to 
quench  thirst  and  promote  digeiition  ;  the 
tallowy  rancid  mass  called  bi;tter,  manufac- 
tured with  candle-grease  and  kitclien  stuflf; 
and  their  fresh  c^^a,  imported  from  France 
and  Scotland.  Now,  ail  these  enormities 
might  be  remedied  with  a  very  little  atten- 
tion to  the  article  of  police,  or  civil  regula- 
tion ;  but  the  wise  patriots  of  London  have 
taken  it  into  their  heads,  that  all  regulation 
is  inconsistent  with  liberty,  and  tliE.t  every 
man  ought  to  live  in  his  own  way,  rtithoul 
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restraint.  Nay,  aa  there  is  not  sense  enoiiorh 
.eft  among  tliem  to  be  discomposed  by  tlie 
nuisances  I  have  mentioned,  they  may,  lor 
aiiijht  I  care,  wallow  in  the  mire  of  their  own 
pollution. 

A  companionable  man  will,  undoubtedly, 
put  up  with  many  inconveniences,  lor  the 
pake  of  enjoying  agreeable  society.  A  face- 
tious friend  of  mine  used  to  say,  the  wine 
could  not  be  bad  where  the  company  was 
agreeable  ;  a  maxim  which,  however,  ought 
to  be  taken  cum  grano  salts ;  but  what  is 
the  society  of  London,  that  I  should  be 
tempted  for  its  sake  to  mortify  my  senses, 
and  compound  with  such  uncleanness  as  my 
soul  abhors  J  All  the  people  I  see  are  too 
much  engrossed  by  schemes  of  interest  or 
ambition,  to  have  any  room  left  for  senti- 
ment or  friendship.  Even  in  some  of  my 
old  acquaintance,  those  schemes  and  pursuits 
have  obliterated  all  traces  of  our  former  con- 
nection. Conversation  is  reduced  to  party 
disputes  and  illiberal  altercation — social  com- 
merce to  formal  visits  and  card-playing.  If 
you  pick  up  a  diverting  original  by  accident, 
it  may  be  dangerous  to  amuse  yourself  with 
his  oddities.  He  is  generally  a  tartar  at  bot- 
tom— a  sharper,  a  spy,  or  a  lunatic.  Every 
person  you  deal  with  endeavours  to  over- 
reach you  in  the  way  of  business.  You  are 
preyed  upon  by  idle  mendicants,  who  beg  in 
the  phrase  of  borrowing,  and  live  upon  the 
spoils  of  the  stranger.  Your  tradesmen  are 
without  conscience,  your  friends  without  af- 
fection, and  your  dependents  without  fidelity. 

My  letter  would  swell  into  a  treatise,  were 
I  to  particularise  every  cause  of  offence  that 
fills  up  the  measure  of  my  aversion  to  this 
and  every  other  crowded  city.  Thank  hea- 
ven !  I  am  not  so  far  sucked  into  the  vorte.x, 
but  that  I  can  disengage  myself  without  any 
great  effort  of  philosophy.  From  this  wild 
uproar  of  knavery,  folly,  and  impertinence, 
I  shall  fly  with  double  relish  to  the  serenity 
of  retirement,  the  cordial  efl^usions  of  unre- 
served friendship,  the  hospitality  and  pro- 
tection of  the  rural  gods  ;  in  a  word,  the  ju- 
cunda  oblivia  vitcB,  which  Horace  himself 
had  not  taste  enough  to  enjoy. 

I  have  agreed  for  a  good  travelling  coach- 
and-four,  at  a  guinea  a  day,  for  three  months 
certain  ;  and  next  week  we  intend  to  begin 
our  journey  to  the  north,  hoping  still  to  be 
with  you  by  the  latter  end  of  October.  I 
shall  continue  to  write  from  every  stage 
where  we  make  any  considerable  halt,  as 
often  as  any  thing  occurs  which  I  think  can 
afford  you  the  least  amusement.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  must  beg  you  will  superintend  the 
economy  of  Barnes,  with  respect  to  my  hay 
end  corn  harvests;  assured  that  my  ground 
produces  nothing  but  what  you  may  freely 
call  your  own.  On  any  other  terms  I  should 
be  ashamed  to  subscribe  myself  your  invaria- 
ble friend,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Ijondon,  June  8 
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To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart^of  Jesvh 

CoLLKOB,  OXON. 

Dear  Phillips, — In  my  last  I  mentioned 
my  having  spent  an  evening  with  a  society 
of  authors,  who  seemed  to  bo  jealous  and 
afraid  of  one  another.  My  uncle  was  not  at  all 
surprised  to  hear  me  say  I  was  disappointed 
in  their  conversation.  "A  man  may  be  verv 
entertaining  and  instructive  upon  paper," 
said  ho,  "  and  exceedingly  dull  in  common 
discourse.  I  have  observed,  that  those  who 
shine  most  in  private  company  are  but  se- 
condary stars  in  the  constellation  of  genius. 
A  small  stock  of  ideas  is  more  easily  ma- 
naged, and  sooner  displayed,  than  a  great 
quantity  crowded  together.  There  is  very 
seldom  any  thing  extraordinary  in  the  ap- 
pearance and  address  of  a  good  writer ; 
whereas  a  dull  author  generally  distinguishea 
himself  by  some  oddity  or  extravagance 
For  this  reason,  I  fancy  that  an  assemoly  of 
Grubs  must  be  very  diverting." 

My  curiosity  being  excited  by  this  hint,  1 
consulted  my  friend  Dick  Ivy,  who  under- 
took to  gratify  it  the  very  next  day,  which 
was  Sunday  last.     He  carried   me  to  dine 

with   S ,   whom   you   and    I   have   lor,g 

known  by  his  writings.  He  lives  in  the  skirts 
of  the  town,  and  every  Sunday  his  house  ia 
open  to  all  unfortunate  brothers  of  the  quill, 
whom  he  treats  with  beef,  pudding,  and  po- 
tatoes, port,  punch,  and  Calvert's  entire  butt- 
beer.  He  has  fixed  upon  the  first  day  of  the 
week  for  the  exercise  of  his  hospitality,  be- 
cause some  of  his  guests  could  not  enjoy  it 
on  any  other,  for  reasons  that  I  need  not  ex- 
plain. I  was  civilly  received,  in  a  plain  yet 
decent  habitation,  which  opened  backwards 
into  a  very  pleasant  garden,  kept  in  excel- 
lent order;  and,  indeed,  I  saw  none  of  the 
outward  signs  of  authorship,  either  in  the 
house  or  the  landlord,  who  is  one  of  those 
few  writers  of  the  age  that  stand  upon  theii 
own  foundation,  without  patronage  and  above 
dependence.  If  there  was  nothing  charac- 
teristic in  the  entertainer,  the  company  made 
ample  amends  for  his  want  of  singularity. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  I  found  myself 
one  of  ten  messmates  seated  at  a  table  ;  and 
I  question  if  the  whole  kingdom  could  pro- 
duce such  another  assemblage  of  originals. 
Among  their  peculiarities,  I  do  not  mention 
those  of  dress,  which  may  be  purely  acci- 
dental.  What  struck  me  were  oddities  ori- 
ginally produced  by  affectation,  and  after- 
wards confirmed  by  habit.  One  of  them  wore 
spectacles  at  dinner,  and  another  his  hat 
flapped  ;  though  (as  Ivy  told  me)  the  first 
was  noted  for  having  a  seaman's  eye,  when 
a  bailiff"  was  in  the  wind  ;  and  the  other  was 
never  known  to  labour  under  any  weakness 
or  defect  of  vision,  except  about  five  yeara 
ago,  when  he  was  complimented  with  acju- 
ple  of  biack  eyes  by  a  player,  with  w  »om  ne 
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hid  qiiarrelleci  in  his  drink.  A  third  wore  a 
laced  storking,  and  made  use  of  crutches, 
because  once  in  his  life  ho  had  been  laid  up 
with  a  broken  leer,  though  no  man  could  leap 
over  a  stick  with  more  agility.  A  fourth 
had  contracted  such  an  antipathy  to  the 
country,  that  he  insisted  upon  sitting  with 
his  back  towards  the  window  that  looked 
into  the  garden  ;  and  when  a  dish  of  cauli- 
flower was  set  upon  the  table,  he  snuffed  up 
volatile  salts  to  keep  him  from  fainting ;  yet 
this  delicate  person  was  the  son  of  a  cot- 
tager, born  undnr  a  hedge,  and  had  many 
years  nm  wild  among  asses  on  a  common. 
A  fiflh  affected  distraction  ;  when  spoken  to, 
he  always  answered  from  the  purpose — 
sometimes  he  suddenly  started  up,  and  rap- 
ped out  a  dreadful  oath — sometimes  he  burst 
out  a-laughing — tiien  he  folded  his  arms  and 
sig-hed — and  then  he  hissed  like  fifty  serpents. 

At  first,  I  really  thought  he  was  mad,  and, 
as  he  sat  near  me,  began  to  be  under  some 
apprehensions  for  my  own  safety,  when  our 
landlord,  perceiving  me  alarmed,  assured  me, 
aloud,  that  1  had  nothing  to  fear  "  The 
gentleman,"  said  he,  "  is  trying  to  act  a  part 
for  which  he  is  by  no  means  qualified — if  he 
had  all  the  inclination  in  the  world,  it  is  not 
in  his  power  to  be  mad.  His  spirits  are  too 
flat  to  be  kindled  into  frenzy."  " 'Tis  no 
bad  p-p-puft',  how-ow-ever,"  observed  a  per- 
son in  a  tarnished  laced  coat,  "  aff-ffected 
m-madness  w-wijl  p-pass  for  w-wit,  w-with 
nine-nine-teen  out  of  t-twenty."  "And  af- 
fected stuttering  for  humour,"  replied  our 
landlord,  "  though,  God  knows,  there  is  no 
affinity  between  them."  It  seems,  this  wag, 
after  having  made  some  abortive  attempts  in 
plain  speaking,  had  recourse  to  this  defect, 
by  means  of  which  he  fiequently  extorted 
the  laugh  of  the  company,  without  the  least 
expense  of  genius  ;  and  that  imperfection, 
which  he  had  at  first  counterfeited,  was  now 
become  so  habitual,  that  he  could  not  lay 
it  aside. 

A  certain  winking  genius,  who  wore  yel- 
low gloves  at  dinner,  had,  on  his  first  intro- 
duction, taken  such  offence  a.t  S ,  be- 
cause he  looked  and  talked,  and  eat  and 
drank,  like  any  other  man,  that  he  spoke 
contemptuously  of  hie  understanding  ever 
after,  and  never  would  repeat  his  visit,  until 
he  had  exhibited  the  following  proof  of  his 
caprice.  Wat  Wyvil,  the  poet,  having  made 
some  unsuccessful  advances  towards  an  in- 
timacy with  S ,  at  last  gave  liim  to  un- 
derstand, by  a  third  person,  tliat  he  had 
written  a  poem  in  his  praise,  and  a  satire 
against  his  person  ;  that,  if  he  would  admit 
lum  to  his  house  the  first  should  ho  imme- 
diately sent  to  tlie  press  ;  hut  that,  if  he  per- 
sisted in  declining  his  friendship,  he  would 
publish  the  satire  without  delay.  S re- 
plied, that  he  looked  upon  Wyvil's  panegyric 
as,  in  effect,  a  species  of  infamy,  and  would 
rerent  it  accordingly  with  a  good  cudgel ; 


but  if  he  published  the  satire,  he  might  de- 
serve  his  compassion,  and  had  nothing  tu 
fear  from  his  revenge.  Wyvil,  having  con. 
sidered  the  alternative,  resolved  to  mortify 

S ,  by  printing  the  panegyric,  for  which 

he  received  a  sound  drubbing.  Then  ho 
swore  the  peace  against  the  aggressor,  who, 
in  order  to  avoid  a  prosecution  at  law.  ad- 
mitted him  to  his  good  graces.  It  was  the 
singularity  in  S 's  conduct  on  this  occa- 
sion, that  reconciled  him  to  the  yellow-gloved 
philosopher,  who  owned  he  had  some  genius, 
and  from  that  period  cultivated  his  acquaint- 
ance. 

Curious  to  know  upon  what  subjects  the 
several  talents  of  my  fellow-guests  were  em- 
ployed, I  applied  to  my  communicative  friend, 
Dick  Ivy,  who  gave  me  to  understand,  that 
most  of  them  were,  or  had  been,  under- 
strappers or  journeymen  to  more  creditable 
authors,  for  whom  they  translated,  collated, 
and  compiled,  in  the  business  of  book-mak- 
ing;  and  that  all  of  them  had,  at  different 
times,  laboured  in  the  service  of  our  land- 
lord, though  they  had  now  set  up  for  them- 
selves in  various  departments  of  literature. 
Not  only  their  talents,  but  also  their  nations 
and  dialects  were  so  various,  that  our  con- 
versation resembled  the  confusion  of  tongues 
at  Babel. 

We  had  the  Irish  brogue,  the  Scotch  ac- 
cent, and  foreign  idiom,  twanged  off  by  tho 
most  discordant  vociferation  ;  for,  as  they  all 
spoke  together,  no  man  had  any  chance  to 
be  heard,  unless  he  could  bawl  louder  than 
his  fellows.  It  must  be  owned,  however, 
there  was  nothing  pedantic  in  their  discourse ; 
they  carefully  avoided  all  learned  disquisi- 
tions, and  endeavoured  to  be  facetious  ;  nor 
did  their  endeavours  always  miscarry.  Some 
droll  repartee  passed,  and  much  laughter  was 
excited  ;  and  if  any  individual  lost  his  temper 
so  far  as  to  trangress  the  bounds  of  decorum, 
he  was  effectually  checked  by  the  master  of 
the  feast,  who  exerted  a  sort  of  paternal 
authority  over  this  irritable  tribe. 

The  most  learned  philosopher  of  tho  whole 
collection,  who  had  been  expelled  the  uni- 
versity for  atheism,  has  made  great  progress 
in  a  refutation  of  Lord  Bolingbroke's  meta- 
physical works,  which  is  said  to  be  equally 
ingenious  and  orthodox  ;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  has  been  presented  to  the  grand 
jury  as  a  public  nuisance,  for  having  blas- 
phemed in  an  alehouse  on  the  Lord's  day. 
The  Scotchman  gives  lectures  on  the  pro- 
nunciation of  the  Pinglish  language,  which 
he  is  now  publishing  by  subscription. 

The  Irishman  is  a  political  writer,  and 
goes  by  the  name  of  my  Ijord  Potato.  He 
wrote  a  pamphlet  in  vindication  of  a  minister, 
hoping  his  zeal  would  he  rewarded  with  some 
place  or  pension  ;  but,  finding  himself  ne- 
glected in  that  quarter,  he  whispered  aboul 
that  the  pamphlet  was  written  by  the  minis- 
ister  himself,  and  he  published  an  answer  t<- 
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his  own  production.  In  tliis  lie  addressed 
the  author  under  tlio  title  of  your  lordship, 
witli  such  Boleuinity,  tliat  tlic  public  swal- 
lowed the  deceit,  and  bouffht  up  the  whole 
impression.  The  wise  politicians  of  the  me- 
tropolis declared  they  were  hoth  masterly 
performances,  and  chuckled  over  the  flimsy 
reveries  of  an  ignorant  garreteer,  as  the  pro- 
found speculations  of  a  veteran  statesman, 
acquainted  with  all  the  secrets  of  the  cabinet. 
Tlie  imposture  was  detected  in  the  sequel, 
and  our  Hibernian  pamphleteer  retains  no 
part  of  his  assumed  importance  but  the  bare 
title  of  my  lord,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
table  at  the  potato  ordinary  in  Slioc-lane. 

C)ppositc  to  me  sat  a  Piedmontese,  who 
had  obliged  the  ])ublic  with  a  humorous 
satire,  entitled,  The  balance  qf  the  Kn<rlish 
poets;  a  performance  which  evinced  the 
great  modesty  and  taste  of  the  author,  and, 
in  particular,  liis  intimacy  with  the  elegan- 
cies of  the  English  language.  The  sage, 
who  laboured  under  the  ^■)ej<t>o£ta.,  or  horror 
of  green  fields,  had  just  tinished  a  treatise 
on  practical  agriculture,  though,  in  fact,  he 
had  never  seen  corn  growing  in  his  life  ;  and 
was  so  ignorant  of  grain,  that  our  enter- 
tainer, in  the  face  of  the  whole  company, 
made  him  own,  that  a  plate  of  hominy  was 
the  best  rice-pudding  he  had  ever  ate. 

The  stutterer  had  almost  finished  his  tra- 
vels through  Europe  and  part  of  Asia,  with- 
out ever  budging  beyond  the  liberties  of  the 
King's  Bench,  except  in  term  time,  with  a 
tip-stati"  fur  his  companion  ;  and  as  for  little 
Tim  Cropdale,  the  most  facetious  member 
of  the  whole  society,  he  had  happily  wound 
up  the  catastrophe  of  a  virgin  tragedy,  from 
the  e.xhibition  of  which  he  promised  himself 
a  large  fuml  of  profit  and  rc])utation.  Tim 
had  made  shift  to  live  many  years  by  writing 
novels,  at  the  rate  of  five  pounds  a  volume ; 
but  that  branch  of  business  is  now  engrossed 
by  female  authors,  who  publish  merely  for 
the  propagation  of  virtue,  with  so  much  ease, 
and  spirit,  and  delicacy,  and  knowledge  of 
the  Imman  heart,  and  all  in  the  serene  tran- 
quillity of  high  life,  that  the  reader  is  not 
only  enchanted  by  their  genius,  but  reformed 
by  their  morality. 

Afler  dinner  we  adjourned  into  the  garden, 

whore,  I  observed,  Mr  S gave  a  short 

separate  audience  to  every  individual,  in  a 
small  remote  filbert  walk,  f'rom  whence  most 
of  them  dropped  off,  one  after  another,  with- 
out further  ceremony ;  but  they  were  replaced 
by  fresh  recruits  of  the  same  clan,  who  came 
to  make  an  afternoon's  visit;  and,  among 
others,  a  spruce  bookseller,  called  Birkin, 
who  rode  his  own  gelding,  and  made  his 
appearance  in  a  pair  of  new  jemmy  boots, 
witli  massy  spurs  of  plate.  It  was  not  with- 
out reason  that  this  midwife  of  the  muses 
used  to  exercise  a-horseback,  for  he  was  too 
fat  to  walk  a-foot;  and  he  underwent  some 
aarcasnis  from  Tim  Cropdale  on  his  unwieldy 


size  and  inaptitude  fur  motion.  Birkin,  who 
took  iiniliragi;  at  this  pour  author's  j)etulaiicc, 
in  presuming  to  juke  ujion  a  man  bo  much 
richer  than  himself,  told  him  he  was  not  so 
unwieldy  but  that  he  could  move  the  Mar- 
shalsea  court  fur  a  writ,  and  even  overtake, 
him  with  it,  if  he  did  not  very  s])0cdily  come 
and  settle  accounts  with  him.  resjiecting  the 
expense  of  publishing  his  lust  ode  to  the 
King  of  Prussia,  of  wliich  he  had  sold  but 
three,  and  one  of  them  was  to  NVhiteficlti 
the  methodist.  Tim  affected  to  receive  this 
intimation  with  good  humour,  saying,  he 
expected  in  a  post  or  two,  from  Potsdam,  a 
poem  of  thanks  from  his  Prussian  majesty, 
who  knew  very  well  how  to  jniy  poets  in 
their  own  coin  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he 
proposed  that  Mr  Birkin  and  he  should  run 
throe  times  round  the  garden  fur  a  bowl  of 
punch,  to  be  drank  at  Ashley's  in  the  even- 
ing, and  he  would  run  boots  against  stock- 
ings. The  bookseller,  who  valued  himself 
upon  his  mettle,  was  i)ersuaded  to  accept 
the  challenge  ;  and  he  forthwith  resigned  his 
boots  to  Cropdale,  who,  when  he  had  put 
tliein  on,  was  no  bad  representation  of  Cap- 
tain Pistol  in  the  play. 

Every  thing  being  adjusted,  they  started 
together  with  great  impetuosity,  and,  in  the 
second  round,  Birkin  had  clearly  the  advan- 
tage, lardhiff  the  lean  earth  as  he  jniff^d 
along.  Cropdale  had  no  mind  to  contest 
the  victory  further,  but,  in  a  twinkling,  dis- 
appeared through  the  back-door  of  the  gar- 
den, which  opened  into  a  private  lane  that 
had  communication  with  the  high  road. 
The  spectators  immediately  began  to  halloo, 
— "  Stole  away  1"  and  Birkin  set  off  in  pur- 
suit of  him  with  great  eagerness  ;  but  he  had 
not  advanced  twenty  yards  in  the  lane,  when 
a  thorn  running  into  his  foot,  sent  him  hop- 
ping back  into  the  garden,  roaring  with 
pain,  and  swearing  with  vexation.  When 
lie  was  delivered  from  this  annoyance  by  the 
Scotchman,  who  had  been  bred  to  surgery, 
he  looked  about  him  wildly,  exclaiming — 
"  Sure  the  fellow  won't  be  such  a  rogue  as 
to  run  clear  away  with  my  boots  !"  Our  land- 
lord having  reconnoitred  the  shoes  he  had 
left,  which,  indeed,  hardly  deserved  that 
name, — "Pray,"  said  he,  "  Mr  Birkin,  wa'n't 
your  boots  made  of  calf-skin  !"  "  Calf-skin 
or  cow-skin,"  replied  the  other,  "  I'll  find  a 
slip  of  sheep-skin  that  will  do  his  business 
I  lost  twenty  pounds  by  his  farce,  which  you 
persuaded  me  to  buy.  1  am  out  of  pocket 
five  pounds  by  his  dainn'd  ode  ;  and  now  this 
pair  of  boots,  brann  new,  cost  mc  thirty 
shillings,  as  per  receipt.  But  this  affair  of 
the  boots  is  felony — traiispurtation.  I'li 
have  the  dog  indicted  at  the  Old  Bailey — I 

will,  Mr  S .      I  will  be  revenged,  even 

though  I  should  lose  my  debt  in  consequence 
of  his  conviction." 

Mr  S said  nothing  at  present,  but  ac- 

commodatcd  him  with  a  pair  of  shoes  ;  theri 
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ordered  his  servant  to  rub  him  down,  and 
comfort  liim  with  a  glass  of  rum  punch, 
which  seemed  in  a  great  measure  to  cool  the 
rage  of  his  indignation.  "After  all,"  said 
our  landlord,  "  this  is  no  more  than  a  hum- 
bug in  the  way  of  wit,  though  it  deserves  a 
more  respectable  epithet,  when  considered 
as  an  eflbrt  of  invention.  Tim  being,  I  sup- 
pose, out  of  credit  with  the  cordwainer,  fell 
upon  this  ingenious  expedient  to  supply  the 
want  of  shoes,  knowing  that  Mr  Birkin,  who 
loves  humour,  would  himself  relish  the  joke 
upon  a  little  recollection.  Cropdale  literally 
lives  by  his  wit,  which  he  has  exercised  upon 
all  his  friends  in  their  turns.  He  once  borrow- 
ed my  poney  for  five  or  six  days  to  go  to  Sal- 
isbury, and  sold  him  in  Smithtield  at  his  re- 
turn. This  was  a  joke  of  such  a  serious 
nature,  that,  in  the  first  transports  of  my 
passion,  I  had  some  thoughts  of  prosecuting 
him  for  horse-stealing  ;  and,  even  when  my 
resentment  had  in  some  measure  subsided, 
as  he  industrious.y  avoided  me,  I  vowed  I 
would  take  satisfaction  on  his  ribs  with  the 
first  opportunity.  One  day,  seeing  him  at 
some  distance  in  the  street,  coming  towards 
me,  I  began  to  prepare  my  cane  for  action, 
and  walked  in  the  shadow  of  a  porter,  that 
he  might  not  perceive  me  soon  enough  to 
make  his  escape  ;  but,  in  the  very  instant  I 
had  lifted  up  the  instrument  of  correction,  I 
found  Tim  Cropdale  metamorphosed  into  a 
miserable  ulind  wretch,  feeling  his  way  with 
a  long  stick  from  post  to  post,  and  rolling 
about  two  bald  unlighted  orbs  instead  of 
eyes.  I  was  exceedingly  shocked  at  having 
so  narrowly  escaped  the  concern  and  dis- 
grace that  would  have  attended  such  a  mis- 
application of  vengeance ;  but,  next  day, 
Tim  prevailed  upon  a  friend  of  mine  to  come 
and  solicit  my  forgiveness,  and  offer  his  note, 
payable  in  six  weeks,  for  the  price  of  the 
poney.  This  gentleman  gave  me  to  under- 
stand, that  the  blind  man  was  no  other  than 
Cropdale,  who,  having  seen  me  advancing, 
and  guessing  my  intent,  had  immediately 
converted  himself  into  the  object  aforesaid. 
I  was  so  diverted  at  the  ingenuity  of  the  eva- 
sion, that  I  agreed  to  pardon  iiis  offence, 
refusing  his  note,  however,  that  I  might 
keep  a  prosecution  for  felony  hanging  over 
his  head,  as  a  security  for  his  future  good 
behaviour  ;  but  Timothy  would  by  no  means 
trust  himself  in  my  hands  till  the  note  was 
accepted.  Then  he  made  his  appearance  at 
my  door  as  a  blind  beggar,  and  imposed  in 
such  a  manner  upon  my  man,  who  had  been 
his  old  acquaintance  and  pot-companion, 
that  the  fellow  threw  the  door  in  his  face,  and 
even  threatened  to  give  him  the  bastinado. 
Hearing  a  noise  in  the  hall,  I  went  thither, 
ttud  immediately  recollecting  the  figure  I  had 
passed  in  the  street,  accosted  him  by  his  own 
name,  to  the  unspeakable  astonishment  of 
ilie  footman." 

Birkin  declared  he  loved  a  joke  as  well  as 


another ;  but  asked  if  any  of  the  company 
could  tell  where  Mr  Cropdale  lodged,  that  he 
might  send  him  a  proposal  about  restitution, 
before  the  boots  should  be  made  away  with 
"  I  would  willingly  give  him  a  pair  of  new 
shoes,"  said  he,  "  and  half  a  guinea  into  the 
bargain,  for  the  boots,  which  fitted  me  like  a 
glove,  and  I  sha'n't  be  able  to  get  the  fellows 
of  them,  till  the  good  weather  for  riding  is 
over."  The  stuttering  wit  declared,  that 
the  only  secret  which  Cropdale  ever  kept, 
was  the  place  of  his  lodgings  ;  but  he  be- 
lieved that,  during  the  heats  of  summer,  he 
commonly  took  his  repose  upon  a  bulk,  or 
indulged  himself  in  fresco,  with  one  of  the 
kennel-nymphs,  under  the  portico  of  St  Mar- 
tin's church.  "  Pox  on  him,"  cried  the 
bookseller,  "  he  might  as  well  have  taken 
my  whip  and  spurs.  In  that  case,  he  might 
have  been  tempted  to  steal  another  horse, 
and  then  he  would  have  rid  to  the  devil,  of 
course." 

After  coffee,  I  took  my  leave  of  Mr  S , 

with  proper  acknowledgements  of  his  civil 
ity,  and  was  extremely  well  pleased  with  tho 
entertainment  of  the  day,  though  not  yet 
satisfied  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  this 
connection  betwixt  a  man  of  character  in 
the  literary  world,  and  a  parcel  of  author- 
lings,  who,  in  all  probability,  would  never  be 
able  to  acquire  any  degree  of  reputation  by 
their  labours.  On  this  head  I  interrogated 
my  conductor,  Dick  Ivy,  who  answered  me 

to  tills  effect :    "  One  would  imagine  S 

had  some  view  to  his  own  interest,  in  giving 
countenance  and  assistance  to  those  people, 
whom  he  knows  to  be  bad  men,  as  well  as 
bad  writers ;  but,  if  he  has  any  such  view, 
he  will  find  himself  disappointed ;  for  if  he 
is  so  vain  as  to  imagine  he  can  make  them 
subservient  to  his  schemes  of  profit  or  ambi- 
tion,  they  are  cunning  enough  to  make  him 
their  property  in  the  mean  time.  There  is 
not  one  of  the  company  you  have  seen  to- 
day, myself  excepted,  who  does  not  owe  him 
particular  obligations.  One  of  them  he  bail- 
ed out  of  a  sponging-house,  and  afterwards 
paid  the  debt ;  another  he  translated  into  hia 
family,  and  clothed,  when  he  was  turned  out 
half-naked  from  jail,  in  consequence  of  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors ;  a 
third,  who  was  reduced  to  a  woollen  night- 
cap, and  lived  upon  sheeps'  trotters,  up  three 
pairs  of  stairs  backward,  in  Butcher-row,  he 
took  into  present  pay  and  free  quarters,  and 
enabled  him  to  appear  as  a  gentleman,  with- 
out having  the  fear  of  sheriff's  officers  before 
his  eyes.  Those  who  are  in  distress  he  sup- 
plies with  money  when  he  has  it,  and  with  hia 
credit  when  he  is  out  of  cash.  When  they 
want  business,  he  either  finds  employment 
for  them  in  his  own  service,  or  recommends 
them  to  booksellers,  to  execute  some  project 

j  he  has  formed  for  their  subsistence.     They 
are   always   welcome  to   his  table,    which, 

I  though  plain,  is  plentiful,  and  to  his  good 
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sfSces,  as  far  as  they  will  go  ;  and,  when 
they  Bce  occasion,  tlioy  make  use  of  his 
name  wilh  the  most  i)ctiilant  familiarity  ; 
nay,  they  do  not  even  scruple  to  arrogate  to 
themselves  the  merit  of  some  of  his  pcrforrn- 
ances,  and  have  been  known  to  bcII  their 
own  lucubrations  as  the  produce  of  liis  brain. 
The  Scotchman  you  saw  at  dinner,  once 
personated  him   at    an    alehouse  in  West 

Smithfield,  and,  in  the  character  of  S , 

had  his  head  broke  by  a  cow-kcoper,  for  hav- 
ing spoken  disrespectfully  of  the  Cliristian 
refigion  ;  but  ho  took  the  law  of  him  in  his 
own  person,  and  the  assailant  was  fain  to 
give  liim  ten  pounds  to  withdraw  his  ac- 
tion," 

I  observed,  that  all  this  appearance  of 
liberality  on  the  side  of  Mr  S — — ,  was  easily 
accounted  for,  on  the  supposition  that  they 
llattered  him  in  private,  and  engaged  his  ad- 
versaries in  public  ;  and  yet  I  was  astonish, 
xl,  when  I  recollected  that  I  often  had  seen 
this  writer  virulently  abused,  in  papers, 
poems,  and  pamphlets,  and  not  a  pen  was 
drawn  in  his  defence.  "  But  you  will  be 
more  astonished,"  said  he,  "when  I  assure 
you  those  very  guests,  whom  you  saw  at  his 
table  to-day,  were  the  authors  of  great  part 
of  that  abuse;  and  he  himself  is  well  aware 
of  their  particular  favour^,  for  they  are  all 
eager  to  detect  and  betray  one  another." 
"  But  this  is  doing  tiic  Devil's  work  for  no- 
thing," cried  I.  "  What  should  induce  them 
to  revile  their  benefactor  without  provoca- 
tion 1"  "Envy,"  answered  Dick,  "  is  the 
general  incitement ;  but  they  are  galled  by 

an  additional  scourge  of  provocation.    S 

directs  a  literary  journal,  in  which  their  pro- 
ductions are  necessarily  brought  to  trial ; 
and  though  many  of  them  have  been  treated 
v.-ith  such  lenity  and  favour  as  they  little  de- 
served, yet  tiie  slightest  censure,  such  as 
perhaps  could  not  be  avoided  with  any  pre- 
tensions to  candour  and  impartiality,  has 
rankled  in  the  hearts  of  those  autiiors  to 
<<nch  a  degree,  that  they  have  taken  imme- 
diate vengeance  on  the  critic,  in  anonymous 
libels,  letters,  and  lampoons.  Indeed,  all  the 
writers  of  the  age,  good,  bad,  and  indiffer- 
ent, from  the  moment  he  assumed  this  office, 
became  his  enemies,  either  professed,  or  in 
petto,  except  those  of  his  friend.-^,  who  knew 
they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  his  strictures  ; 
and  he  must  be  a  wiser  man  than  me,  who 
can  tell  what  advantage  or  satisfaction  he 
derives  from  having  brought  such  a  nest  of 
hornets  about  his  ears." 

I  owned  that  was  a  point  which  might  de- 
■erve  consideration  ;  but  still  I  expressed  a 
desire  to  know  his  real  motives  for  continu- 
ing his  friendship  to  a  set  of  rascals  ecjually 
nngrateful  and  insignificant.  He  said  he  did 
not  pretend  to  assign  any  reas:nable  motive  ; 
that,  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  tlie  man  was, 
in  point  of  conduct,  a  most  incorrigible  fool ; 
5P* 


that,  thougii  he  pretended  to  have  a  knack 
at  hitting  otfcharactcrs,  he  blundered  strange- 
ly in  the  di.stribulion  of  hi.s  favours,  which 
were  generally  bestowed  on  tlie  most  unde« 
serving  of  tliose  who  had  recourse  to  his  ay- 
sistance  ;  that,  indeed,  this  preforenuc  was 
not  so  much  owing  to  a  want  of  discernment, 
as  to  want  of  resolution  ;  for  ho  had  not  for- 
titude enough  to  resist  tiie  iniportimity  even 
of  the  most  worthless  ;  and,  as  he  did  not 
know  tlio  value  of  money,  there  was  very 
little  merit  in  parting  with  it  go  easily  ;  that 
his  pride  was  gratified  in  :-:eeing  himself 
courted  by  such  a  number  (}f  literary  depend- 
ents ;  that,  piobably,  ho  delighted  i[i  hearing 
them  expose  and  traduce  one  another;  and, 
finally,  from  their  information,  he  became 
acquainted  with  all  the  transactions  of  Grub 
street,  which  he  had  some  thoughts  of 
compiling-,  for  the  entertainment  of  tiie  pub- 
lic. 

I  could  not  help  suspecting,  from  Dick's 
discourse,  that  he  had  some  particular  grudge 

against  S ,  upon  whose  conduct  he  had 

put  the  worst  construction  it  would  bear ; 
and,  by  dint  of  cross-examination,  I  found  he 
was  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  ciiaracter 
which  had  been  given  in  the  review  of  his 
last  performance,  though  it  had  been  treated 
civilly,  in  consequence  of  the  author's  ap- 
plication  to   the   critic.     By   all  accounts, 

S is  not  without  weakness  and  (^aprice  ; 

but  he  is  certainly  good-humoured  and  civil- 
ized ;  nor  do  I  find  that  there  is  any  thing 
overbearing,  cruel,  or  implacable,  in  his  dis- 
position. 

I  have  dwelt  so  long  upon  authors,  that 
you  will,  perhaps,  suspect  I  intend  to  enrol 
myself  among  the  fraternity  ;  but,  if  I  were 
actually  qualified  for  the  profession,  it  is,  at 
best,  biit  a  desperate  resource  against  starv- 
ing, as  it  afibrds  no  provit^ion  for  old  age 
aird  infirmity.  Salmon,  at  tiie  age  of  four- 
score,  is  now  in  a  garret,  compiling  matter, 
at  a  guinea  a  sheet,  for  a  modern  historian 
who,  in  point  of  age,  might  be  his  grand 
child ;  and  Psalmonazar,  after  having  drudged 
half  a  century  in  the  literary  mill,  in  all  the 
simplicity  and  abstinence  of  an  Asiatic,  sub 
sists  upon  the  charity  of  a  few  booksellers, 
just  sufficient  to  keep  him  from  the  parish. 
i  think  Guy,  who  was  himself  a  bookseller, 
ouglit  to  have  appropriated  one  wing  or  ward 
of  his  hospital  to  the  use  of  decayed  authors  , 
thoiigli,  indeed,  there  is  neither  hospital,  col 
lege,  nor  workhouse,  williin  the  bills  of  mor 
tality,  large  enougli  to  contain  tiie  poor  of 
this  society,  composed,  as  it  is,  frcm  tne 
refuse  of  every  other  profession. 

I  know  not  whether  you  will    find   any 
amusement  in  this  account  of  an  ond  raca 
of  mortals,  whose  constitution  had,  I  owiv 
ercatlv  interested  the  curiosity  of  youra, 
^  J.  MELFORD. 

London,  June  10. 
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To  Miss  L.etitia  Willis,  at  Glouces- 
ter. 

My  Dear  Letty, — There  is  something  on 
my  spirits,  which  I  should  not  venture  to 
communicate  by  the  post ;  but  having  the 
opportunity  of  Mrs  Brentwood's  return,  I 
seize  it  eagerly,  to  disburden  my  poor  heart, 
which  is  oppressed  with  fear  and  vexation. 

0  Letty !  what  a  miserable  situation  it  is  to 
De  without  a  friend  to  whom  one  can  apply 
Tor  counsel  and  consolation  in  distress  !  1 
ninted  in  my  last,  that  one  Mr  Barton  had 
been  very  particular  in  his  civilities : — I  can 
no  longer  mistake  liis  meaning.  He  has 
formally  professed  himself  my  admirer;  and, 
after  a  thousand  assiduities,  perceiving  I 
made  but  a  cold  return  to  his  addresses,  he 
had  recourse  to  the  mediation  of  Lady  Gris- 
kin,  who  has  acted  the  })art  of  a  very  warm 
advocate  in  his  behalf.  But,  my  dear  Wil- 
lis, her  ladyship  overacts  her  part.  She  not 
only  expatiates  on  the  ample  fortune,  the 
great  connexions,  and  the  unblemished  cha- 
racter of  Mr  Barton,  but  she  takes  the  trouble 
to  catechise  me  ;  and,  two  days  ago,  pe- 
remptorily told  me,  that  a  girl  of  my  age 
could  not  possibly  resist  so  many  consider- 
ations, if  her  heart  was  not  pre-engaged. 

This  insinuation  threw  me  into  such  a  flut- 
ter, thaj  she  could  not  but  observe  my  dis- 
order ;  and,  presuming  upon  the  discovery, 
insisted  upon  my  making  her  the  confidante 
of  my  passion.  But,  although  I  had  not 
such  command  of  myself  as  to  conceal  the 
emotion  of  my  htiart,  I  am  not  such  a  child 
as  to  disclose  its  secrets  to  a  person  who 
would  certainly  use   them   to  its  prejudice. 

1  told  her,  it  was  no  wonder  if  I  was  out  of 
countenance  at  her  introducing  a  subject  of 
conversation  so  unsuitable  to  my  years  and 
mexperience :  that  I  believed  Mr  Barton 
was  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  and  I  was 
much  obliged  to  him  for  his  good  opinion  ; 
but  the  affections  were  involuntary,  and 
mine,  in  particular,  had  as  yet  made  no  con- 
cessions in  his  favour.  She  sliook  her  head, 
with  an  air  of  distrust  that  made  me  tremble, 
and  observed,  that  if  my  affections  were 
free,  they  would  submit  to  tiic  decision  of 
prudence,  especially  when  enforced  by  the 
authority  of  those  who  had  a  right  to  direct 
my  conduct.  This  remark  implied  a  design 
tD  interest  my  uncle  or  my  aunt,  perhaps  my 
brother,  in  behalf  of  Mr  Barton's  passion  ; 
and  I  arn  sadly  afraid  that  my  aunt  is  already 
gained  over.  Yesterday,  in  tlie  afternoon, 
he  had  been  walking  with  us  in  the  park,  and 
•etopping  in  our  return  at  a  toy-shop,  he  pre- 
sented her  with  a  very  fine  snuff-box,  and 
me  with  a  gold  e'.ui.s,  vvliich  I  resolutely  re- 
fused, till  she  commanded  me  to  accejjt  it,  on 
pain  of  her  disp.easure  :  ncvertlioless,  being 
Blill  unsatis^ed  with  respect  to  the  propriety 


of  receiving  this  toy,  I  signified  my  doubts  ta 
my  brother,  who  said  he  would  consult  my 
uncle  on  tlie  subject,  and  seemed  to  think 
Mr  Barton  had  been  rather  premature  in  hiy 
presents. 

What  will  be  the  resuH;  of  this  consult- 
ation, heaven  knows  :  but  I  am  afraid  it  will 
produce  an  explanation  with  Mr  Barton, 
who  will,  no  doubt,  avow  his  passion,  and 
solicit  their  consent  to  a  connection  which 
my  soul  abhors  ;  for,  my  dearest  Letty,  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  love  Mr  Barton,  even  if 
my  heart  was  untouched  by  any  other  ten 
derness  :  not  that  there  is  any  thing  dis- 
agreeable about  his  person  ;  but  there  is  a 
total  want  of  that  nameless  charm  which 
captivates  and  controls  the  enchanted  spirit 
— at  least  he  appears  to  me  to  have  this  de- 
fect ;  but  if  he  had  all  the  engaging  qualifi- 
cations which  a  man  can  possess,  they  would 
be  excited  in  vain  against  that  constancy, 
which,  I  flatter  myself,  is  the  characteristic 
of  my  nature.  No,  my  dear  Willis,  1  may  be 
involved  in  fresh  troubles,  and  I  believe  I 
shall,  from  the  importunities  of  this  gentle- 
man and  the  violence  of  my  relations  ;  but 
my  heart  is  incapable  of  change. 

You  know  I  put  no  faith  in  dreams  ;  and 
yet  I  have  been  much  disturbed  by  one  that 
visited  me  last  night.  I  thought  I  was  in  a 
church,  where  a  certain  person,  whom  you 
know,  was  on  the  point  of  being  married  to 
my  aunt ;  that  the  clergyman  was  Mr  Bar- 
ton, and  that  poor  forlorn  I  stood  weeping  in 
a  corner,  half  naked,  and  without  shoes  or 
stockings.  N(nv  1  know  that  there  is  no- 
thing so  childish  as  to  be  moved  by  those 
vain  illusions  ;  but,  nevertheless,  in  spite  of 
all  my  reason,  this  hath  made  a  strong  im- 
pression upon  my  m.ind,  which  begins  to  be 
very  gloomy.  Lideed,  I  have  another  more 
substantial  cause  of  afHiction — I  have  some 
religious  scruples,  my  dear  friend,  which  lie 
heavy  on  my  conscience.  I  was  persuaded 
to  go  to  the  tabernacle,  where  I  heard  a  dis- 
course that  affected  me  deeply.  I  have 
prayed  fervently  to  bo  enlightened,  but  as  yet 
I  am  not  sensible  of  these  inward  motions, 
these  operations  of  grace,  which  are  the  signs 
of  a  regenerated  spirit ;  and  therefore  I  be- 
gin to  be  in  terrible  apprehensions  about  t!ie 
state  of  my  poor  soul.  Some  of  our  fannly 
have  had  very  unconmion  accessions,  parti- 
cularly my  aunt  and  Mrs  Jenkins,  who  some- 
times sj)eak  as  if  they  were  really  inspired; 
so  that  I  am  not  like  to  want  for  either  ex- 
hortation or  example,  to  purify  my  thoughts, 
and  recall  them  from  the  vanities  of  this 
world,  which,  indeed,  I  would  willingly  re- 
siirn,  if  it  was  in  my  power ;  but,  to  make 
this  sacrifice,  1  must  be  enabled  by  such  as- 
sistance from  above  as  hath  not  yet  been  in 
dulged  to  your  unfortunate  friend, 

LYDL\  MELFORD 

June  10. 
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To  Sir  Watki.n  Phillips,  Baut.  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 


Dear  Phillips,— The  moment  I  received 
rour  letter,  I  begun  to  execute  your  commiss- 
ion. With  tlie  assistance  of  mine  host  y.t 
the  BjU  and  Giitc.  I  discovered  the  place 
to  wiiicli  your  fugitive  valet  had  retreated, 
and  taxed  him  with  his  dishunesty.  Tlie 
fellow  was  in  manifest  confusion  at  sight  ot 
me— but  he  denied  the  ciiarge  wilii  great 
contidence;  till  I  told  liim,  that,  if  he  would 
give  up  the  watcli,  which  was  a  family-piecc, 
he  might  keep  tlie  money  and  the  clothes, 
and  go  to  the  devil  his  own  way,  at  his  lei- 
.  sure  ^but,  if  ho  rejected  this  proposal,  I  would 
deliver  him  fortliwith  to  the  constable,  whom 
I  iiad  orovidcd  for  that  purpose,  and  he  would 
carry  him  before  tiie  justice  without  farther 
delay.  After  some  hesitation,  he  desired  to 
speak  with  me  in  the  next  room,  where  he 
produced  the  watch,  with  all  its  appendages; 
and  1  have  delivered  it  to  our  landlord,  to  be 
sent  you  by  the  first  safe  conveyance.  So 
much  for  business. 

I  shall  grow  vain  upon  your  saying  you 
find  entertainment  in  my  letters,  barren,  as 
they  certainly  are,  of  incident  and  impor- 
tance ;  because  your  amusement  must  arise, 
not  from  the  matter,  but  from  the  manner, 
which  you  know  is  all  my  own.     Animated, 
therefore,   by  the   approbation   of  a   person 
whose  nice  taste  and  consummate  judgment 
I  can  no  longer  doubt,  I  will  cheerfully  pro- 
ceed with  our  memoirs.     As  it  is  determined 
we  shall  set  out  next  week  for  Yorkshire,  I 
went  to-day,  in  the  forenoon,  with  my  uncle, 
to  see  a  carriage  belonging  to  a  coachmaker 
in   our  neighbourhood.      Turning   down    a 
narrow  lane,  behind  Long  Acre,  we  perceived 
a  crowd  of  people  standing  at  a  door,  which, 
it  seems,  opened  into  a  kind  of  inethodist 
meetino-,  and  were  informed  that  a  footman 
was  then  holding  forth  to  the  congregation 
within.      Curious  to  see  this  phenomenon, 
we  squeezed  into  tlie  place  with  much  dilfi- 
culty  ;  and  who  should  this  preacher  be,  but 
the  identical  Humphry  Clinker  !      He  had 
finished  his  sermon,  and  given  out  a  psalm, 
the  first  stave  of  which  he  sung  with  peculiar 
frrace.     But,  if  we  were  astonished  to  see 
Clinker  in  the  pulpit,  we  were  altogether 
confounded  at  finding  all  the  females  of  our 
family    among   the   audience.      There  was 
Lady   Griskiir,   I\Irs   Tabitha   Bramble,  Mrs 
Winifred  Jenkins,  my  sister  Liddy,  and  Mr 
Barton,  and  all  of  them  joined  in  the  psalm- 
odv  with  strong  marks  of  devotion. 

I  could  hardly  keep  my  gravity  on  this  lu- 
dicrous occasion  ;  but  old  Squaretoes  was 
differently  afiected.  The  first  thing  that 
Btruck  him  was  the  presumption  of  his  lac- 
quey, whom  he  commanded  to  come  down, 
with  such  an  air  of  authority,  as  Humphry 
did  not  think  proper  to  disregard.     He  de- 


scended immediately,  and  «\\  tiio  peo])l<j 
were  in  commotion.  Barton  looked  exceed- 
ingly sheepish,  Lady  Griskin  flirted  her  fan, 
mTs' Tabby  groaned  in  spirit,  Liddy  changnl 
coiintenunce,  and  Mrs  Jenkins  sobbed  as  if 
her  heart  was  breaking.  My  uncle,  with  a 
sneer,  asked  pardon  of  the  ladies  for  having 
interrupted  their  devulion,  saying,  he  had 
particular  business  with  the  preacher,  whom 
he  ordered  to  call  a  hackney-coach.  This 
being  immediately  brought  up  to  the  end  of 
tiie  iane,  he  handed  Liddy  into  it ;  and  my 
aunt  and  I  following  him,  we  diove  home, 
without  taking  any  farther  notice  of  the  rest 
of  the  company,  who  still  remained  in  silent 
astonishment. 

Mr  Bramble,  perceiving  Liddy  in  great 
trepidation,  assumed  a  milder  aspect,  bidding 
her  to  bo  under  no  concern,  for  he  was  not 
at  all  displeased  at  any  thing  she  had  done. 

"  I  have  no  objection,"  said  he,  "  to  your 

being  religiously  inclined  ;  but  I  don't  think 
my  servaiTt  is  a'proper  ghostly  director  for  a 
devotee  of  your  sex  and  character.  If,  in 
fact  (as  I  rather  believe),  your  aunt  is  not 

the  sole  conductress  of  this  machine." 

Mrs  Tabitha  made  no  answer,  but  threw  up 
the  whites  of  her  eyes,  as  if  in  the  act  of 
ejaculation.  Poor  "Liddy  said  she  had  no 
right  to  the  title  of  a  devotee  ;  that  she 
tirought  there  was  no  harm  in  hearing  a 
pious  discourse,  even  if  it  came  from  a  fool- 
man,  especially  as  her  aunt  was  present; 
but  that,  if  she  had  erred  fmin  ignorancfi, 
she  hoped  he  would  excuse  it,  as  she  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  living  under  hi-s 
displeasure.  The  old  gentleman,  pressing 
her  hand,  with  a  tender  smile,  said  she  was 
a  good  girl,  and  that  he  did  not  believe  her 
capable  of  doing  any  thing  that  f  "''d  give 
him  the  least  umbrage  or  disgust. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  lodgings,  \w  com- 
manded Mr  Clinker  to  attend  him  up  fcVairs, 
and  spoke  to  him  in  these  words. — •'  S:i>ce 
you  are  called  upon  by  the  spirit  to  preach 
"and  to  teach,  it  is  high  time  to  lay  aside  the 
livery  of  an  earthly  master;  and,  for  my 
part,  I  am  unworthy  to  have  an  apostle  in 
my  service."  "  I  hope,"  said  Humphry,  "  I 
have  not  failed  in  my  duty  to  your  honour— I 
should  be  a  vile  wretch  if  I  did,  considering 
the  misery  from  which  your  charity  and 
compassion  relieved  me — but  having  an  in- 
ward admonition  of  tiie  spirit — "  "An  ad- 
monition  of  the  devil,"  cried  the  squire  in  a 
passion.  "What  admonition,  you  block- 
head ]  What  right  has  such  a  fellow  as  you 
to  set  np  for  a  reformer!"  '^Begging  yoiii 
honour's  pardon,"  replied  Clinker,  "  may 
not  the  new  ligiit  of  God's  grace  shine  upon 
the  poor  and  ignorant  in  their  humility,  as 
well  as  upon  the  wealthy  and  the  philo.-^opher 
in  all  his  pride  of  human  learning  !"  "  What 
you  imagine  to  be  the  nev/  light  of  grace," 
said  his'^master,  "I  take  to  be  a  deceitful 
vapour,  glimmering  through  a  riack  jn  youl 
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upper  story — in  a  word,  Mr  Clinker,  I  will 
iiave  no  light  in  my  family  but  what  pays 
Uie  king's  taxes,  unless  it  be  the  light  of  rea- 
son, whicfli  you  don't  pretend  to  follow." 

"Ah,  sir!"  cried  Humphry,  "the  light 
of  reason  is  no  more,  in  comparison  to  the 
light  I  mean,  than  a  farthing  candle  to  the 
sun  at  noon."  "  Verj'  true,"  said  my  uncle, 
•'the  one  will  serve  to  show  you  your  wav, 
and  the  other  to  dazzle  and  confound  your 
weak  brain.  Hark  ye.  Clinker,  you  are 
either  an  hypocritical  knave,  or  a  wrong- 
lieaded  enthusiast;  and,  in  either  case,  unfit 
for  my  service.  If  you  are  a  quack  in  sanc- 
'•ity  and  devotion,  you  will  find  it  an  easy 
matter  to  impose  upon  silly  women,  and 
others  of  crazed  understanding,  who  will 
contribute  lavishly  for  your  support.  If  vou 
are  really  seduced  by  the  reveries  of  a  dis- 
turbed imagination,  the  sooner  you  lose  your 
senses  entirely,  the  better  for  yourself  and 
the  community.  In  that  case  some  charita- 
ble person  might  provide  you  with  a  dark 
room  and  clean  straw  in  Bedlam,  where  it 
would  not  be  in  your  power  to  infect  others 
ivith  your  fanaticism  ;  whereas,  if  you  have 
just  reflection  enough  left  to  maintain  the 
;])aracter  of  a  chosen  vessel  in  the  meetings 
of  the  godly,  you  and  your  hearers  will  be 
misled  by  a  Will-o'the-wisp,  from  one  error 
into  another,  till  you  are  plunged  into  a  re- 
ligious frenzy;  and  then,  perhaps,  you  will 
lang  yourself  in  despair — "  "  Which  the 
Lord  of  his  infinite  mercy  forbid  I"  exclaimed 
'Jie  affrighted  Clinker.  "It  is  very  possible 
I  may  be  under  the  temptation  of  the  devil, 
who  wants  to  wreck  me  on  the  rocks  of 
spiritual  pride.  Your  honour  says  I  am 
either  a  knave  or  a  madman;  now,  as  Til 
assure  your  honour  I  am  no  knave,  it  follows 
that  I  must  be  mad ;  therefore,  I  beseech 
your  honour,  upon  my  knees,  to  take  my 
case  into  consideration,  that  means  may  be 
used  for  my  recovery." 

The  squire  could  not  help  smiling  at  the 
poor  fellow's  simplicity,  and  promised  to 
lake  care  of  him,  provided  he  would  mind 
the  business  of  his  place,  without  running 
after  the  new  light  of  methodism  ;  but  Mrs 
Tabitha  took  offence  at  his  humility,  which 
she  interpreted  into  poorness  of  spirit  and 
v/orldly  mindedness.  She  upbraided  him 
with  the  want  of  courage  to  suffer  for  con- 
science sake  ;  she  observed,  that  if  he  should 
lo5e  his  place  for  bearing  tesfimonv  of  the 
I  ruth,  Providence  would  not  fail  to  find  him 
iino^hor,  perhaps  more  advantageous ;  and 
declaring,  that  it  could  not  be  very  agreeable 
tr  jive  in  a  family  where  an  inquisitive  was 
established,  retired  to  another  room  in  great 
(igit&tion. 

My  uncle  followed  her  with  a  significant 
look  ;  then  turning  to  the  preacher, — "  You 
boar  what  m/  sister  says, — if  you  cannot  live 
inth  mo  upon  such  terms  as  I  have  prescri- 
Iwid    the  vmeyard  of  methidism  lies  before 


you,  and  she  seems  very  wel.  disposed  tc 
reward  your  labour."  "  I  would  not  willing- 
ly give  offence  to  any  soul  upon  earth,"  an- 
swered  Humpliry ;  "  her  ladysliip  has  been 
very  good  to  nie  ever  since  v/e  came  tc 
London  ;  and  surely  she  has  a  heart  turned 
for  religious  exercises,  and  both  she  and 
Lady  Griskin  sing  psalm.s  and  hymns  like 
two  cherubims  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  tna 
bound  to  love  and  obey  your  honour.  Itbe- 
cometh  not  such  a  poor  ignorant  fellow  as 
me  to  hold  dispute  with  a  gentleman  of  rank 
and  learning.  As  for  the  matter  of  know 
ledge,  I  am  no  more  than  a  beast  in  compa 
rison  to  your  honour  :  therefore  I  submit ; 
and,  with  God's  grace,  I  will  follow  you  to 
the  world's  end,  if  you  don't  think  rne  too 
far  gone  to  be  out  of  confinement." 

His  master  promised  to  keep  him  for  some 
time  longer  on  trial ;  then  desired  to  know 
in  what  manner  Lady  Griskin  and  Mr  Barton 
came  to  join  their  religious  society.  He 
told  him,  that  her  ladyship  was  the  person 
who  first  carried  my  aunt  and  sister  to  the 
tabernacle,  whither  he  attended  them,  and 

had  his   devotion  kindled  by   Mr  W 'js 

preaching ;  that  he  was  confirmed  in  this 
new  way  by  the  preacher's  sermons,  which 
he  had  bought  and  studied  with  great  atten- 
tion ;  that  his  discourse  and  prayers  had 
brought  over  Mrs  Jenkins  and  the  house- 
maid to  the  same  way  of  thinking ;  but  as 
for  Mr  Barton,  he  had  never  seen  him  at 
service  before  this  day,  when  he  came  ni 
company  with  Lady  Griskin.  Humphry 
moreover  owned,  that  he  had  been  encour- 
aged to  mount  the  rostrum  by  the  example 
and  success  of  a  weaver,  who  was  much 
followed  as  a  powerful  minister :  that,  on 
his  first  trial,  he  found  himself  under  such 
strong  impulsions,  as  made  him  believe  he 
was  certainly  moved  by  the  spirit ;  and 
that  he  had  assisted  in  Lady  Griskin's  and 
several  private  houses,  at  exercises  of 
devotion. 

Mr  Bramble  was  no  sooner  informed  that 
her  ladyship  had  acted  as  the  primum  mo- 
bile of  this  confederacy,  than  h.e  concluded 
she  had  only  made  use  of  Clinker  as  a  tool 
subservient  to  the  execution  of  some  design, 
to  the  true  secret  of  which  he  was  an  utter 
stranger.  He  observed,  that  her  ladyship's 
brain  was  a  perfect  mill  for  projects;  and 
that  she  and  Tabby  had  certainly  engaged  in 
some  secret  treaty,  the  nature  of  which  he 
could  not  comprehend.  I  told  him  I  thought 
it  was  no  difficult  matter  to  perceive  the 
drift  of  Mrs  Tabitha,  which  was  to  ensnare 
the  heart  of  Barton,  and  that  in  all  likelihood 
my  Lady  Griskin  acted  is  her  auxiliary : 
that  this  supposition  would  account  for  their 
endeavours  to  convert  him  to  methodism  ; 
an  event  which  would  occasion  a  connectioo 
of  souls  that  might  be  easily  improved  inXtt 
a  matrimonial  union. 

My  uncle  seemed  to  be  much  diverted  l»j 
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the  thouglils  of  tliis  slieiue  succeeding ;  but 
1  gave  him  to  understand,  that  Barton  was 
pre-engaged  ;  that  he  had  llie  day  before  made 
a  present  of  an  etuis  to  Liddy,  wliich  lier 
aunt  had  obliged  lier  to  receive,  with  a  view 
(no  doubt)  to  countenance  her  own  accept- 
ance of  a  snuff-box  at  the  same  time  :  that 
my  sister  liaving  made  me  acquainted  with 
Liiis  incident,  i  liad  desired  an  explanation 
of  Mr  Barton,  who  declared  liis  intentions 
were  honourable,  and  expressed  his  hope  that 
I  would  have  no  objections  to  his  alliance  : 
that  I  had  thanked  him  for  the  honour  lie 
intended  our  family  ;  but  told  him,  it  would 
je  necessary  to  consult  her  uncle  and  aunt, 
who  were  her  guardians  ;  and  their  approba- 
tion being  obtained,  I  could  have  no  objec- 
tion to  his  proposal ;  though  I  was  persua- 
ded that  no  violence  would  be  olTered  to  my 
tistcr's  inclinations,  in  a  transaction  that  so 
nearly  interested  the  happiness  of  her  future 
life  ;  "that  he  had  assured  me,  he  should  never 
think  of  availing  himself  of  a  guardian's  au- 
thority, unless  he  could  rendor  his  addresses 
agreeable  to  the  young  lady  herself;  and 
tiiat  he  would  immediately  demand  permis- 
sion of  Mr  and  Mrs  Bramble  to  make  Liddy 
a  tender  of  his  hand  and  fortune. 

The  squire  was  not  insensible  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  such  a  match,  and  declared  he 
v/ould  promote  it  with  all  his  influence  ;  but 
when  I  took  notice  that  there  seemed  to  be 
an  aversion  on  the  side  of  Liddy,  he  said  he 
«vould  sound  her  on  the  subject,  and  if  her 
reluctancy  was  such  as  would  not  be  easily 
overcome,  he  would  civilly  decline  the  pro- 
posal of  Mr  Barton  :  for  he  thought  tiiai,  in 
the  choice  of  a  husband,  a  young  woman 
ought  not  to  sacrifice  the  feelings  of  her 
heart  for  any  consideration  upon  earth, — 
"  Liddy  is  not  so  desperate,"  said  he,  "  as  to 
worship  fortune  at  such  an  expense."  I  take 
it  for  granted  this  whole  alTair  will  end  in 
smoke  ;  though  there  seems  to  be  a  storm 
brewing  in  the  quarter  of  Mrs  Tabby,  who 
i:at  with  all  the  sullen  dignity  of  silence  at  din- 
ner, seemingly  pregnant  with  complaint  and 
fxpostulation.  As  she  has  certainly  marked 
iJarton  for  her  own  prey,  she  cannot  possibly 
favour  his  suit  with  Liddy  ;  and  therefore  I 
expect  something  extraordinary  will  attend 
his  declaring  himself  my  sister's  admirer. 
This  declaration  will  certainly  be  made  in 
form,  as  soon  as  the  lover  can  pick  up  reso- 
lution enough  to  stand  the  brunt  of  Mrs 
Tabby's  disappointment :  for  he  is,  without 
doubt,  aware  of  her  designs  upon  his  person. 
The  particulars  of  the  denouement  you  shall 
know  in  due  season.  Meanwhile,  I  am  al- 
ways yours,  J.  MELFORD. 

London,  June  10. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dear    Leu  is, — The  deceitful  calm  was 
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of  short  duration.  1  am  plunged  again  in  a 
sea  of  vexation,  and  the  complaints  in  inv 
stomach  and  bowels  are  returned  ;  so  tha*  I 
suppose  I  shall  be  disabled  from  prosecuting 
the  excursion  I  had  planned.  What  the  de- 
vil had  I  to  do  to  come  a  plague-hunting 
with  a  leash  of  lemales  in  my  train  ?  Yes- 
terday my  precious  sister  (who,  by  the  bye, 
has  been  for  some  time  a  profost  methodist) 
came  into  my  aj)artnient,  attended  by  Mr 
Barton,  and  desired  an  audience  with  a  very 
stately  air.  "Brother,"  said  she,  '-this 
gentleman  has  something  to  propose,  which 
1  flatter  myself  will  be  the  more  acceptable, 
as  it  will  rid  you  of  a  troublesome  compa- 
nion." Then  j\Ir  Barton  proceeded  to  this 
effect — "  1  am,  indeed,  extremely  ambitious 
of  being  allied  to  your  family,  Mr  Bramble, 
and  1  hope  you  will  see  no  cause  to  iiitci- 
pose  your  authority."  "  As  for  authority," 
said  Tabby,  interrupting  him  with  some 
warmth,  ''  1  know  of  none  that  he  has  a 
right  to  use  on  this  occasion.  If  I  pay  him 
the  compliment  of  making  him  acquainted 
with  the  step  I  intend  to  take,  it  is  all  he  can 
expect  in  reason.  This  is  as  nmch  as  I  be- 
lieve he  would  do  by  me,  if  he  intended  to 
change  his  own  situation  in  life.  In  a  word, 
brother,  I  am  so  sensible  of  Mr  Barton's  ex- 
traordinary merit,  thr.t  I  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  alter  my  resolution  of  living  a  single 
life,  and  to  put  my  happiness  in  his  hands, 
by  vesting  him  with  a  legal  title  to  my  per- 
son and  foi-tune,  such  as  they  are.  The  bu.si- 
ness  at  present  is  to  have  ihe  writings 
drawn  ;  a:;d  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you 
will  recommend  a  lawyer  to  me  for  that  puv- 
pose." 

You  may  guess  what  an  efl^ect  this  over- 
ture had  upon  me,  who  (from  the  informa- 
tion of  my  nephew)  expected  that  Barton 
was  to  make  a  formal  declaration  of  his 
passion  for  Liddy  ;  1  could  not  hoJp  gazing 
in  silent  astonishment,  alternately  at  Tabby 
and  her  supposed  admirer,  which  last  hung 
his  head  in  the  most  awkward  confusion  for 
a  few  minutes,  and  then  retired,  on  pretence 
of  being  suddenly  seized  with  a  vertigo. 
Mrs  Tabitha  afiected  much  concern,  and 
would  have  had  him  make  use  of  a  bed 
in  the  house ;  but  he  insisted  upon  going 
home,  that  he  might  have  recourse  to  some 
drops,  which  ho  kept  for  such  emergencies  ; 
and  his  inamorata  acquiesced.  In  the  mean 
time  I  was  exceedingly  puzzled  at  this  ad- 
venture (though  I  suspected  the  truth),  and 
did  not  know  in  wliat  manner  to  demean  my- 
self towards  Mrs  Tabitha,  when  Jerry  came 
in  and  told  me  he  had  just  seen  Mr  Barton 
alight  from  his  chariot  at  Lady  Griskiu'a 
door.  This  incident  seemed  to  threaten  a 
visit  from  her  ladyship,  with  which  we  were 
honoured  accordingly,  in  lese  than  half  aij 
hour.  "  1  lind,"  said  she,  "  there  has  been 
a  match  of  cross-purposes  o.mong  you,  good 
folks  ;  and  I'm  come  to  set  you  to  rigiits.'" 
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So  saying,  she  preserted  ine  with  the  follow- 
ing billet. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  no  sooner  recollected  my- 
sc.f  from  the  extreme  confusion  I  was  thrown 
into  by  tliat  unlucky  mistake  of  your  sister, 
than  Ithoufjflit  it  my  duty  to  assure  you,  that  my 
flcvoirs  to  3Irs  Bramble  never  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  ordinary  civility,  and  that  my  iieart 
i.^  unalterably  li.\ed  upon  Miss  Liddy  Mel- 
ford,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  declare  to  her 
brotlicr,  when  he  questioned  me  upon  that 
subject.  Lady  Griskin  has  been  so  good  as 
to  charge  herself,  not  only  with  the  delivery 
of  tliis  note,  but  also  with  the  task  of  unde- 
ceiving Mrs  Bramble,  for  whom  I  have  the 
most  profound  respect  and  veneration,  though 
my  affection  being  otherwise  engaged,  is  no 
longer  in  the  power  of,  sir,  your  very  humble 
servant,  "  Ralph  I'arton." 

Having  cast  my  eyes  over  this  billet,  I 
told  her  ladyship  that  I  would  no  longer  re- 
tard the  friendly  office  she  had  undertaken  : 
and  I  and  Jerry  torthv/ith  retired  into  another 
room.     There  we  soon   perceived  the  con- 
versation grow  very  warm  betwixt  the  two 
ladies  ;  and  at  length  could  distinctly  hear 
certain  terms  of  altercation,  which  we  could 
no  longer  delay  interrupting,  with   any  re- 
gard to  decorum.     When  we   entered   the 
scone  of  contention,   we  found   Liddy  had 
joined  the   disputants,  and  stood  trembling 
betwixt  them,  as  if  she  had  been  afraid  they 
would   have   proceeded  to   something  more 
practical  than  words.     Lady  Griskin's  face 
was  like  the  full  moon  in  a  storm  of  wind, 
glaring,  fiery,  and  portentous  ;  v/hile  Tabby 
looked   grim    and   ghastly,   with    an   aspect 
breathing  discord  and  dismay.     Our  appear- 
ance put  a  stop  to  their  mutual  revilings  ; 
but  her  ladyship,  turning  to  me, — "  Cousin," 
said  she,  "  I  can't  help  saying  T  have   met 
with  a  very  ungrateful  return  from  tiiis  lady, 
for  the  pains  I  have  taken  to  serve  her  fami- 
ly."    "  My  family  is  much  obliged  to  your 
ladysliip,"  cried  Tabby,  with  a  kind  of  hys- 
terical  giggle,   "  but  we   have   no   right  to 
the  good  olliccs  of  such  an  honourable  go- 
iietwcen."    "  But,  for  all  that,  good  Mrs  Ta- 
hitha  Bramble,"  resumed  the  other,  "  I  shall 
be  content  with  the  reflection,  that  virtue  is 
it,5  own  reward  ;  and  it  shall  not  be  my  fault 
if  you  continue  to  make  yourself  ridiculous. 
.Mr  Bramble,  who  has  no  little  interest  of  his 
own  to  serve,  will,  no  doubt,  contribute  all 
li!  his  power  to  promote  a  matcli  betwixt  Mr 
Barton  and  his  niece,  which  will  be  equally 
honourable  a.nd  advantageous  ;  and,  I  dare 
say.  Miss  Liddy  herself  will  have  no  objec- 
tion to  a  measure  .so  well  calculated  to  make 
her  happy  in  life."     "  I  bog  your  ladyship's 
pardon,"  exclaimed  Liddy,  with  great  viva- 
city ;  '*  I  have  nothing  but  misery  to  expect 
from  such  a  measure  ;  and  I  hope  my  guar- 
dians will  have  too  much  compassion  to  bar- 
ter my  peace  of  mind  for  any  consideration 
af  interest  or  fortune."     "  Upon  my  word, 


Miss  Liddy  !"  said  she,  "  you  have  profited 
by  the  example  of  your  good  aunt.  I  com- 
prehend your  meaning,  and  will  explain  it 
when  I  have  a  proper  opportunity.  In  trie 
mean  time  I  shall  take  my  leave — Madam, 
your  most  obedient  and  devoted  humble  ser- 
vant," said  she,  advancing  close  up  to  my 
sister,  and  courtesyingso  low,  that  I  thought 
she  intended  to  squat  herself  dow"n  on  the 
floor.  This  salutation  Tabby  returned  with 
equal  solemnity  ;  and  the  expression  of  the 
two  faces,  while  they  continued  in  this  atti- 
tude, would  be  no  bad  subject  for  a  pencil 
like  that  of  the  incomparable  Hogarth,  if  any 
such  should  ever  appear  again  in  these  times 
of  dullness  and  degeneracy. 

Jerry  accompanied  her  ladyship  to  her 
house,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
restore  the  etuis  to  Barton,  and  advise  him 
to  give  up  his  suit,  which  was  so  disagree- 
able to  his  sister,  against  whom,  however, 
he  returned  much  irritated.  Lady  Griskin 
had  assured  him,  that  Liddy's  heart  was  pre- 
occupied ;  and  immediately  the  idea  of  Wil- 
son recurring  to  his  imagination,  his  family 
pride  took  the  alarm.  He  denounced  ven- 
geance against  that  adventurer,  and  was  dis- 
posed to  be  very  peremptory  with  his  sister  ; 
but  I  desired  he  would  suppress  his  resent- 
ment,  until  I  sliould  have  talked  with  her  in 
private. 

The  poor  girl,  when  I  earnestly  pressed  hei 
on  this  head,  owned,  with  a  flood  of  tears,  that 
Wilson  had  actually  come  to  the  hot  well  at 
Bristol,  and  even  introduced  himself  into  our 
lodgings  as  a  Jew  pedlar  ;  but  that  nothing 
had  passed  betwixt  them,  further  than  her 
begging  him  to  withdraw  immediately,  if  he 
had  any  regard  for  her  peace  of  mind  :  that 
he  had  disappeared  accordingly,  after  having 
attempted  to  prevail  upon  my  sister's  maid  to 
deliver  a  letter,  which,  however,  she  refused 
to  receive,  though  she  had  consented  to  car- 
ry a  message,  importing,  that  he  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  a  good  family,  and  that,  in  a  very 
little  time,  he  would  avow  his  passion  in  that 
character.  She  confessed,  that,  although  he 
had  not  kept  his  word  in  this  particular,  he 
was  not  vet  altogether  indifierent  to  her  af- 
fection ;  but  solemnly  promised  she  would 
never  carrv  on  any  correspondence  with  him, 
or  any  other  admirer,  for  the  future,  without 
the  privity  and  approbation  of  her  brother 
and  me. 

By  this  declaration  she  made  her  own 
peace  with  Jerry  ;  but  the  hot-headed  boy  ia 
more  than  ever  incensed  against  Wilson, 
whom  he  now  considers  as  an  impostor  that 
harbours  some  infamous  design  upon  the 
honour  of  his  flimily.  As  for  Barton,  he  was 
not  a  little  mortified  to  find  his  present  re- 
turned, and  his  addresses  so  unfavourably  re- 
ceived ;  but  he  is  not  a  man  to  be  deeply 
affected  by  such  disappointments  ;  and  I 
know  not  wiiether  he  is  not  as  well  please*! 
with  being  discarded  by  Liddy,  as  he  would 
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have  been  with  a  permission  to  prosecute 
(lis  pretensions,  at  the  risk  of  being  every 
day  exposed  to  the  revenge  or  machinations 
ofTabbv,  who  is  not  to  bo  slighted  with  ini- 
punitv.  "  I  I'tid  not  much  time  to  morahze  on 
these  occurrences  ;  for  the  liouse  was  visited 
by  a  constable  and  his  gang,  witli  a  warrant 
from  Justice  Buzzard,  to  search  the  box  ot 
Humphry  Clinker,  my  footman,  who  was 
iust  apprehended  as  a  highwayman.  Ihis 
incident  threw  the  whole  fomily  into  con- 
fusion. I^ly  sister  scolded  the  constable  tor 
presuming  to  enter  the  lodgings  of  a  gentle- 
man on  such  an  errand,  without  having  hrst 
asked  and  obtained  permission  ;  her  maul 
was  frif^htcned  into  fits,  and  Liddy  shed  tears 
of  compassion  for  the  unfortunate  Chnker, 
in  whose  box,  however,  nothing  was  lound 
to  confirm  the  suspicion  of  robbery. 

For  my  own  part,  I  made  no  doubt  ot  the 
fellow's  being  mistaken  for  some  other  per- 
son, and  I  went  directly  to  the  justice,  in  or- 
der to  procure  his  discharge;  but  tliere  1 
found  the  matter  much  more  serious  than  i 
expected.     Poor  Clinker  stood  trembling  at 
the  bar,  surrounded  bv  thief-takers;  and,  at 
a  little  distance,  a  thick  squat  fellow,  a  post- 
ilion, his  accuser,  who  had  seized  liim  in  tlie 
street,  and  swore  positively  to  his  person, 
that  the  said  Clinker  had,  on  the  loth  day 
of  March  last,  on  Blackhealh,  robbed  a  gen- 
tleman, in  a  post-chaise,  which  he  (the  i)ost- 
ilion)  drove.     This  deposition  was  suthcient 
to  justify  his  commitment ;  and  he  was  sent 
accordingly  to  Clerkenwell  prison,  whither 
Jerry  accompanied  him  in  the  coach,  in  or- 
der to  recommend  him  properly  to  the  keep- 
er, that  he  may  want  for  no  convenience 
which  the  place  affords. 

The  spectators  who  assembled  to  see  this 
hio-hwayman,  were  sagacious  enough  to  dis- 
cern something  very  villainous  in  his  aspect; 
which,  begging  their  pardon,  is  tlie  very  pic- 
ture of  simplicity  :  and  the  justice  himself 
put  a  very  unfavourable  construction  upon 
Fome  of  his  answers,  which,  he  said,  savour- 
cd  of  the  ambiguity  and  equivocation  ot  an 
old  offender:  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  would 
have  been  more  iust  and  humane  to  impute 
them  to  the  confusion  into  winch  we  may 
suppose  a  poor  country  lad  to  be  thrown  on 
such  an  occasion.    I  am  still  persuaded  he  is 
innocent;  and,  in  this  persuasion,  I  can  do 
110  less  than  use  my  utmost  endeavours  .hat 
he  may  not  be  oppressed.  I  shall,  to-morrow, 
Bcnd  my  nephew  to  wait  on  the  gentleman 
who  was  robbed,  and  beg  he  will  have  the 
humanity  to  go  and  see  the  prisoner  ;tl)at, 
lu  case   he  should  find  him  quite  different 
from  the  person  of  the  highwayman,  he  may 
bear  testimony  in  his  behalf.     However  it 
may  fare  with  Clinker,  this  cursed  affair  will 
be  to  me  productive  of  intolerable  chairrm. 
I  have   already  caught  a  dreadful   cold,  by 
rushinf  into  the  open  air  from  the  justice- s 
ULrlour    where  I  had  been  stewing  in  the 


crowd  ;  and  though  I  sh'  .,..!d  not  be  laid  up 
with  the  gout,  as  I  believe  I  shall,  I  must 
stay  at  London  for  some  weeks,  till  the  poor 
devil  comes  to  his  trial  at  Rochester  ;  so 
tiiat,  in  ail  probability,  my  northern  expedi- 
lion  is  blown  up. 

If  you  can  find  any  thing  in  your  philoso- 
phical budget  to  console  me  in  the  midst  of 
these  distresses  and  apprehensions,  pray  let 
it  be  communicated  to  your  unfortunate 
tVicMid,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

London,  June  12. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Ba.ut.  op  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 

Dear  Wat,— The  farce  is  finished,  and 
another  piece  of  a  graver  cast  brought  upon 
the  sta<re.     Our  aunt  made  a  desperate  at- 
tack upon  Barton,  who  had  no  other  way  of 
savin<^  himself  but  by  leaving  her  in  possess 
ion  of  the  field,  avowing  his  pretensions  to 
Liddy,  by  whom  he  has  been  rejected  in  his 
turn.     Lady  Griskin  acted  as  his  advocate 
and  an-cnt  on  this  occasion,  with  such  zeal 
as  embroiled  her  with  Mrs  Tabitha ;  and  a 
hio-h   scene   of   altercation    passed    betwixt 
these   two   religionists,  wliiclx  might  have 
come    to    action,   had  not  my  uncle  inter- 
posed.    They  are,  however,  reconciled,  iri 
consequence  of  an  event  which  has  mvolved 
us  all   in   trouble  and  disquiet.     \ou  must 
know,  the  poor  preacher,  Humphry  Clinker, 
is  now  exercising  his   ministry  among  the 
felons   in  Clerkenwell  prison.     A  postilion 
havintr  sworn  a  robbery  against  him,  no  bail 
could°be  taken,  and  he  was   committed  to 
gaol,  notwithstanding  all  the  remonstrances 
and  interest   my  uncle  could  make  in  his 
behalf.  ,  „ ,, 

All  thino-s  considered,  the  poor  fellow  can- 
not  possibly  be  guilty,  and  yet,  I  believe,  he 
runs  some  risk  of  being  hanged.  Upon  his 
examination,  he  answered  with  such  hesita- 
tion and  reserve,  as  persuaded  most  ot  the 
people,  who  crowded  the  place,  that  he  was 
reallv  a  knave;  and  the  justice's  remarks 
confirmed  their  ooinion.  Exclusive  ot  my 
uncle  and  myself,  there  was  only  one  person 
who  seemed  inclined  to  favour  the  culprit. 
He  was  a  young  man,  well  dressed,  and 
from  the  manner  in  wiiich  he  cross-examined 
the  evidence,  we  took  it  fi.r  granted  that  he 
was  a  student  in  one  of  the  inns  of  court. 
He  freely  checked  the  justice  for  some  iin- 
charitable  inferences  he  made  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  prisoner,  and  even  ventured  to 
dispute  with  his  worship  on  certain  points  ot 

^  xMv  uncle,  provoked  at  the  unconnected 
and  dubious  answers  of  Clinker,  who  seem- 
ed in  danger  of  falling  a  .sacrifice  to  Ins  sim 
plicity,  exclaimed— "In  the  name  of  God,  ir 
you  are  innocent,  say  so."  "No,  cried 
he.  "  God  forbid  that  I  should  call   myseif 
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innocent,  while  my  conscience  is  burdened 
with  sin."  "  What,  then,  you  did  commit 
(his  robbery  1"  resumed  his  master.  "  No, 
Buro,"  said  he,  "  blessed  be  the  Lord,  I'm 
free  of  that  guilt." 

Here  the  justice  interposed,  observing, 
that  the  man  seemed  inclined  to  make  a  dis- 
covery by  turning  king's  evidence,  and  de- 
eired  the  clerk  to  take  his  confession  ;  upon 
v/hich  Humphry  declared,  tliat  he  looked 
upon  confession  to  bo  a  popish  fraud,  in- 
vented by  the  whereof  Babylon.  Tiie  Tem- 
plar affirmed,  that  the  poor  fellow  was  jinn 
compos,  and  exhorted  the  justice  to  dis- 
charge hira  as  a  limatic.  "  You  know  very 
well,  added  he,  "that  the  robbery  in  ques- 
tion was  not  committed  by  the  prisoner." 

The  thief-takers  grinned  atone  another; 
and  Mr  Justice  Buzzard  replied  Vv'ith  great 
emotion, — "  Mr  Martin,  I  desire  you  will 
mind  your  own  business  ;  I  shall  convince 
you  one  of  these  days  that  I  understand 
mine."  In  short,  there  was  no  remedy  ;  the 
mittimus  was  made  out,  and  poor  Clinker 
sent  to  prison  in  a  hackney-coach,  guarded 
by  the  constable,  and  accompanied  by  your 
humble  servant.  By  the  way,  I  was  not  a 
little  surprised  to  hear  this  retainer  to  jus- 
tice bid  the  prisoner  to  keep  up  his  spirits, 
lor  that  he  did  not  at  all  doubt  but  that  he 
would  get  off  for  a  few  v/eeks'  confinement. 
He  said,  his  worship  knew  very  well  that 
(>Iinker  was  innocent  of  the  fact,  and  that 
Uie  real  highwayman  who  robbed  (he  chaise, 
was  no  other  than  that  very  individual  Mr 
Martin,  who  had  pleaded  so  strenuously  for 
honest  Humphry. 

Confounded  at  this  information,  I  asked, — 
"  Why  then  is  he  suffered  to  go  about  at  his 
liberty,  and  this  poor  innocent  fellow  treated 
as  a  malefactor?"  "  We  have  exact  intel- 
ligence of  all  Mr  Martin's  transactions," 
said  he ;  "  but  as  yet  there  is  no  evidence 
sufficient  for  his  conviction  ;  and  as  for  this 
young  man,  the  justice  could  do  no  less  than 
commit  him,  as  the  postilion  swore  point 
blank  to  his  identity."  "  So,  if  this  rascally 
postilion  should  persist  in  the  falsity  to 
which  he  has  swoni,"  gaid  I,  "this  innocent 
lad  may  be  brought  to  the  gallows." 

The  constable  observed,  that  he  would 
have  time  enough  to  prepare  fir  liis  trial, 
end  might  prove  an  alibi ;  or,  perhaps,  Mar- 
tin might  be  appreliended  and  convicted  for 
another  fact,  in  which  case  he  might  be 
prevailed  upon  to  take  this  affair  upon  him- 
Kclf;  or,  finally,  if  tiiese  chances  should  fail, 
and  the  evidence  stand  good  against  Clinker, 
the  jury  might  recommend  him  to  mercy,  in 
consideration  of  his  youth,  especially  if  this 
Ehould  appear  to  be  the  first  fact  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty. 

Humphry  owned  he  could  not  pretend  to 
recollect  where  he  had  been  on  the  day  when 
the  robbery  was  committed,  much  less  prove 
a  circumstance  of  that  kind  so  far  back  as 


six  months,  though  he  knew  he  had  been 
sick  of  the  fever  and  ague,  which,  however, 
did  not  prevent  him  from  going  about.  Then, 
turning  up  his  eyes,  he  ejaculated, — "  The 
Lord's  will  be  done  !  if  it  be  my  fiitc  to  suf- 
fer, I  hope  I  shall  not  disgrace  the  faith,  of 
which,  though  unworthy,  I  make  profession. 

When  I  expressed  my  surprise  that  the 
accuser  should  persist  in  charging  Clinker, 
without  taking  the  least  notice  of  the  real 
robber,  who  stood  before  him,  and  to  whom, 
indeed,  Humphry  bore  not  the  least  resem- 
blance, the  constable  (who  was  himself  a 
tliief-taker)  gave  me  to  understand,  that  Mr 
Martin  was  the  best  qualified  for  business 
of  all  the  gentlemen  on  tlie  road  he  had  ever 
known  ;  that  he  had  always  acted  on  his 
own  bottom,  w'ithout  partner  or  correspond- 
ent, and  never  went  to  work  but  when  he 
was  cool  and  sober ;  that  his  courage  and 
presence  of  mind  never  failed  him  ;  that  his 
address  was  genteel,  and  his  beliaviour  void 
of  all  cruelty  and  insolence ;  that  he  never  en- 
cumbered himself  with  watches,  or  trinkets, 
nor  even  with  bank-notes,  but  always  dealt 
for  ready  money,  and  that  in  the  current 
coin  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  he  could  dis- 
guise himself  and  his  horse  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that,  after  the  action,  it  was  impossible 
to  recognise  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
"  This  great  man,"  said  he,  "  has  reisrned 
paramount  in  all  the  roads  within  fif^y  milea 
of  London  above  fifteen  months,  and  has 
done  more  business  in  that  time  than  all  the 
rest  of  the  profession  put  together  ;  for  those 
who  pass  through  his  hands  are  so  delicately 
dealt  with,  that  they  have  no  desire  to  give 
him  the  least  disturbance  ;  but,  for  all  that, 
his  race  is  almost  run.  He  is  now  fluttering 
about  justice,  like  a  moth  about  a  candle. 
There  arc  so  many  lime-twigs  laid  in  his 
way,  that  I'll  bet  a  cool  hundred  he  swings 
before  Christmas." 

Shall  I  own  to  you,  that  this  portrait, 
drawn  by  a  ruffian,  heightened  by  what  I 
myself  had  observed  in  his  deportment,  has 
interested  me  warmly  in  the  fate  of  poor 
Martin,  whom  nature  seems  to  have  intend- 
ed for  a  useful  and  honourable  member  of 
that  community  upon  which  he  now  preys 
for  subsistence !  It  seems  he  lived  some 
time  as  a  clerk  to  a  timber-merchant,  whose 
daughter  Martin  having  privately  married^ 
he  was  discarded,  and  his  wife  turned  out 
of  doors.  She  did  not  long  survive  her  mar- 
riage ;  and  Martin,  turning  fortune-hunter, 
could  not  supply  his  occasions  any  other 
way,  than  by  taking  to  the  road,  in  which  he 
has  travelled  hitherto  with  uncommon  suc- 
cess. He  pays  his  respects  regularly  to  Mr 
Justice  Buzzard,  the  thief-catcher-general 
of  this  metropolis,  and  sometimes  they  smoke 
a  pipe  together  very  lovingly,  when  tlic  con- 
versation generally  turns  upon  the  nature  of 
evidence.  The  justice  hns  given  him  fair 
warninjr  to  tako  care  of  himself,  and  he  has 
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received  his  caution  in  good  part.  Ilitlicrto 
he  has  balHed  all  the  vigilance,  art  and  ac- 
tivity of  Buzzard  and  liis  emissaries,  with 
such  conduct  as  would  have  done  honour  to 
the  genius  of  a  Cirsar  or  a  Purcnnc  ;  but  he 
lias  one  weakness,  which  has  proved  fatal  to 
all  the  heroes  of  the  tribe,  namely,  an  iudis- 
creet  devotion  to  the  fair  sex,  and,  in  all  pro- 
bability, he  will  be  attacked  on  this  defence- 
less quarter. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  saw  the  body  of  poor 
Chnker  consigned  to  the  gaoler  of  Clerkcn- 
(Veil,  to  whose  indulgence  I  recommended 
him  so  effectually,  that  he  received  him  in 
the  most  hospitable  manner,  though  there 
was  a  necesL-ity  for  equipping  him  with  a 
Euit  of  irons,  in  which  he  made  a  very  rueful 
appearance.  The  poor  creature  seemed  as 
much  affected  by  my  uncle's  kindness  as  by 
his  own  misfortune.  ^Vhen  I  assured  him 
that  nothing  should  be  left  undone  for  pro- 
curing his  enlargement,  and  making  his  con- 
finement easy  in  the  mean  time,  he  fell  down 
upon  his  knees,  and  kissing  my  hand,  which 
he  bathed  with  his  tears, — "  O  squire !"  cried 
he,  sobbing,  "what  shall  I  say  ! — I  can't — 
no,  I  can't  speak — my  poor  heart  is  bursting 
with  gratitude  to  you  and  my  dear — dear — 
generous — noble  benefactor. 

I  protest,  tiie  scene  became  so  pathetic, 
that  I  was  fain  to  force  myself  away,  and 
returned  to  my  uncle,  who  sent  me  in  tiie 
aflernoou  with  his  compliments  to  one  Mr 
Mead,  the  person  who  had  been  robbed  on 
Blackheath.  As  I  did  not  find  him  at  home, 
I  left  a  message,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  called  at  our  lodging  this  morning,  and 
verj'  humanely  agreed  to  visit  the  prisoner. 
By  this  time  Lady  Griskin  had  come  to  make 
her  formal  compliments  of  condolence  to 
Mrs  Tabitha  on  this  domestic  calamity ;  and 
that  prudent  maiden,  whose  passion  w;is  now 
cooled,  thought  proper  to  receive  her  lady- 
ship so  civilly,  that  a  reconciliation  imme- 
diately ensued.  These  two  ladies  resolved 
to  comfort  the  poor  prisoner  in  their  own 
persons,  and  Mr  Mead  and  I  squired  them 
to  Clerkenwell,  my  uncle  being  detained  at 
home  by  some  slight  complaints  in  his  sto- 
mach and  bowels. 

The  turnkey,  who  received  us  at  Clerken- 
well, looked  remarka'oly  sullen  ;  and  when 
we  inquired  for  Clinker, — "  I  don't  care  if 
the  devil  had  liim,  said  he ;  here  has  been 
nothing  but  canting  and  praying  since  tiie 
fellow  entered  the  place.  Rabbit  him  !  the 
tap  will  be  ruined — we  han't  sold  a  cask  of 
beer,  nor  a  dozen  of  wine,  since  he  paid  his 
garnish — the  gentlemen  get  drunk  with  no- 
thing but  yocr  damn'd  religion.  For  my 
part,  I  believe  as  how  your  man  deals  Vv'itli 
the  devil.  Two  or  three  as  bold  hearts  as 
ever  took  the  air  upon  Hounslow,  have  been 
olubbering  all  night ;  and  if  the  fellow  an't 
speedily  removed  by  habeas  corpus,  or  other- 
wise, I'll  be  damn'd  if  there's  a  grain  of  true 
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spirit  left  within  these  walls — we  shan't  have 
a  soul  to  do  credit  to  the  place,  or  to  make 
his  e.\it  like  a  trun-boru  Englishman — damn 
my  eyes,  there  will  be  nothing  but  snivelling 
iu  the  cart — we  shall  all  die  like  so  many 
psalm-singing  weavers." 

li\  short,  we  found  that  Humphry  was,  at 
that  very  instant,  haranguing  the  felons  in 
the  chajjcl  ;  and  that  the  jailor's  wife  and 
daughter,  together  with  iny  aunt's  v.'oinan, 
Win  Jeid;ins,  and  our  house-maid,  were 
among  the  audience,  which  we  immediately 
joined.  I  never  saw  any  thiii^f  so  strongly 
liicturcsque  as  this  congregation  of  felons 
clanking  their  chains,  in  the  midst  of  whom 
stook  orator  Clinker,  expatiating,  in  a  trans- 
port of  fervour,  on  the  torments  of  hell  de- 
nounced in  scripture  against  evil-doers,  com- 
prehending murderers,  robbers,  thieves,  and 
whoremongers.  The  variety  of  attention 
exhibited  in  the  faces  of  those  ragamuffins, 
formed  a  groupe,  that  would  not  have  dis- 
graced the  pencil  of  a  Raphael.  In  one,  it 
denoted  admiration  ;  in  another,  doubt;  in  a 
third,  disdain  ;  in  a  fourth,  contempt ;  in  a 
fifih,  terror;  in  a  sixth,  derision;  and  in  a 
seventh,  indignation.  As  for  Mrs  Winifred 
Jenkins,  she  was  in  tears,  overwhelmed  with 
sorrow  ;  but  whether  for  her  own  sins,  or  the 
misfortune  of  Clinker,  I  cannot  pretend  t? 
say.  The  other  females  seemed  to  listen 
with  a  mixture  of  wonder  and  devotion. 
The  jailor's  wife  declared  he  was  a  saint  in 
trouble,  saying,  she  wished  from  her  heart 
tiiere  was  such  another  good  soul  like  him 
in  every  gaol  in  England. 

Mr  5lead,  having  earnestly  surveyed  the 
preacher,  declared  his  ap[)earance  was  so 
dillereiit  from  that  of  the  person  who  robbed 
him  on  Blackheath,  that  he  could  freely 
make  oath  he  was  not  the  man.  But  Hum- 
phry  himself  was  by  this  time  pretty  well  rid 
of  all  apprehensions  of  being  hanged  ;  for  ho 
had  been  the  night  before  solemnly  tried  and 
acquitted  by  his  fellow-prisoners,  some  of 
whom  he  had  already  converted  to  nielhod- 
ism.  lie  now  made  proper  acknowledge- 
ments for  the  honour  of  our  visit,  and  was 
permitted  to  kiss  the  hands  of  the  ladies, 
who  assured  him,  he  might  depend  upon  their 
friendship  and  protection.  Lady  Griskin, 
in  her  great  zeal,  exhorted  his  fellow-prison- 
ers to  profit  by  the  precious  opportunity  of 
having  such  a  saint  in  bonds  among  theni, 
and  turn  over  a  new  leaf  for  the  benefit  of 
tiieir  poor  souks  ;  and,  that  her  admoniticu 
might  have  the  greater  efiect,  s';e  reinforced 
it  with  hor  bounty. 

While  slie  and  Mrs  Tabby  returned  in  the 
coach  with  the  two  maid-servants,  I  waited 
on  Mr  Mead  to  the  house  of  Justice  Buzzard, 
who,  having  heard  his  declaration,  said,  his 
oath  could  be  of  no  use  at  present,  but  that 
he  would  be  a  material  evidence  for  the  pri. 
soner  at  his  trial ;  so  that  there  seems  to  be 
no  rcroedy  but  patience  for  poor  Clinket 
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and  indeed  me  same  virtue,  or  medicine, 
will  be  necessary  for  us  all,  the  squire  in 
particular,  who  had  set  his  heart  upon  his 
excursion  to  the  northward. 

While  we  were  visiting  honest  Humphry 
in  Clcrkenwell  prison,  my  uncle  received  a 
much  more   extraordinary  visit  at  his  own 
lodgings.     Mr  Martin,  of  whom  I  have  made 
such  honourable  mention,  desired  permission 
to  pay  him   his   respects,  and  was   admitted 
accordingly.     He  told  him,  that  having  ob- 
served  him,  at   Mr   Buzzard's,  a  good   deal 
disturbed  by  v/hat  had  happened  to  his  ser- 
vant, he  had  come  to  assure  him  he  had  no- 
thing to  apprehend  for  Clinker's  life  ;  for,  if 
It  was  possible  that  any  jury  could  find   him 
guilty,  upon  such  evidence,  he,  Martin  him- 
self, would  produce  in  court  a  pBrson  whose 
deposition  would  bring  him  off  as  clear  as 
the  sun  at  noon.     Sure  the  fellow  would  not 
be  so  romantic  as   to  take  the  robbery  upon 
nimself !     He  said   tiie  postilion  was  an   in- 
famous fellow,  who   had  been   a  dabbler  in 
the  same  profession,  and  saved  his  life  at  the 
Old   Bailey  by  impeaching  his  companions  ; 
that,  being  now  reduced  to  great  poverty,  he 
had  made  this  desperate  push,  to  swear  away 
the  life  of  an   innocent  man,  in   hopes  of 
having  the  reward  upon  his  conviction  ;   but 
that  he  would  find  himself  miserably  disap- 
pointed, for  the  justice  and  his  myrmidons 
were  determined  to  admit  of  no  interloper  in 
this  branch  of  business  ;  and  that  he  did  not 
at  all  doubt  but  tliat  tliey  would  find   matter 
enough  to  stop  the  evidence  himself  before 
the  next  gaol   delivery.     He  affirmed,  that 
all  these  circumstances  were  well  known  to 
tlie  justice  ;  and  that  nis  severity  to  Clinker 
was  no  other  than  a  hint  to  his  master  to 
make  him  a  present  in   private,  as   an   ac- 
knowledgement of  his  candour  and  humanity. 
This  hint,  however,  was  so  unpalatable  to 
Mr   Bramble,  that   he   declared  with  great 
w"armth,  he  v/ould  rather  confine  himself  for 
life  to  London,  which  he  detested,  than  be  at 
liberty  to  leave  it  to-morrow,  in  consequence 
of  encouraging  corruption  in  a  magistrate. 
Hearing,  however,  hov.-  favourable  Mr  Mead's 
report  had  been  for  the  prisoner,  he  resolved 
to  take  the  advise  of  counsel,  in  what  man- 
ner to  proceed  for  his   immediate  enlarge- 
ment.    I  make  no  doubt  but  in  a  day  or  two 
i\m  troublesome  business  may  be  discussed  ; 
and   in  this   hope  \ve  are  preparing  for  our 

journey.     If  our  endeavours  do  not  miscar- 
ry, we  shall  have  taken  tiie  field  before  you 
hear  again  from  yours,        J.  MELFORD. 
Londo  I,  June  11. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

ThanR  heaven  !  dear  Lewis,  the  clouds 
arc  dispersed  ;  anc  I  have  now  the  clearest 
prospect  of  my  aji^amer  campaign,  which,  I 
none,  I   shall  be  aL)le  to  begin  to-morrow. 


I  took  the  advice  of  counsel  with  respect  is 
the  case  of  Clinker,  in  whose  favour  a  'ucky 
accident  has  intervened.  The  felow  who 
accused  him  has  had  his  own  battery  turned 
upon  himself  Two  days  ago  he  was  appre- 
hended for  a  robbery  on  the  highway,  and 
committed  on  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice. 
Clinker  having  moved  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  w^as  brought  before  the  lord-chief 
justice,  v.-ho,  in  consequence  of  an  affidavit 
of  the  gentleman  v.'ho  had  been  robbed,  im- 
porting that  the  said  Clmker  was  not  the 
person  who  stopped  him  on  the  highway,  as 
well  as  in  consideration  of  the  postilion's  cha- 
racter and  present  circumstances,  was  pleas- 
ed to  order  that  my  servant  should  be  admit- 
ted to  bail ;  and  he  has  been  discharged  ac- 
cordingly, to  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of 
our  whole  family,  to  which  he  has  recom- 
mended himself  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
not  only  by  his  obliging  deportment,  but  by 
Ills  talents  of  preaching,  praying,  and  singing 
psalms,  which  he  has  exercised  with  such 
eff'ect,  that  even  Tabby  respects  him  as  a 
chosen  vessel.  If  there  v.'as  any  thing  like 
affectation  or  hypocrisy  in  this  excess  of  reli- 
gion,  I  would  not  keep  him  in  my  service  ;  but 
so  far  as  I  can  observe,  the  fellow's  character 
is  downright  simplicity,  warmed  with  a  kind 
of  enthusiasm,  which  renders  him  very  sus- 
ceptible of  gratitude  and  attachment  to  his 
benefactors. 

As  he  is  an  excellent  horseman,  and  un- 
derstands farriery,  I  have  bought  a  stout 
gelding  for  his  use,  that  he  may  attend  us  on 
the  road,  and  have  an  eye  to  our  cattle,  in 
case  the  coachman  should  not  mind  iiis  busi- 
ness. My  nephew,  who  is  to  ride  his  own 
saddle-horse,  has  taken  (upon  trial)  a  ser- 
vant just  come  from  abroad  with  his  former 
master,  Sir  William  Strollop,  who  vouches 
for  hishonesty.  The  fellow,  whose  name  is 
Dutton,  seems  to  be  a  petit  maitre.  He  has 
got  a  smattering  of  French,  bows  and  grins 
and  shrugs,  and  takes  snuff  a  la  mode  de 
France  ;  but  values  himself  chiefly  upon  his 
skill  and  dexterity  in  hair-dressing.  If  lam 
not  much  deceived  by  appearance,  he  is,  in 
all  respects,  the  very  contrast  of  Humphry 
Clinker. 

My  sister  has  made  up  matters  with  Lady 
Griskin ;  though,  I  must  own,  I  should  not 
have  been  sorry  to  see  that  connection  en- 
tirely destroyed  :  but  Tabby  is  not  of  a  dis- 
position  to  forgive  Barton,  wlio  (I  under- 
stand) is  gone  to  his  seat  in  Berkshire  for 
the  summer-season.  I  cannot  help  suspect- 
ing,  that,  in  the  treaty  of  peace  which  has 
been  lately  ratified  betwixt  those  two  females, 
it  is  stipulated,  tiiat  her  ladyship  shall  use 
her  best  endeavours  to  provide  an  agreeable 
help-mate  for  our  sister  Tabitha,  who  sc^ma 
to  be  quite  desperate  in  her  matrimonial  de- 
signs. Perhaps  the  match-maker  is  to  have 
a  valuable  consideration  in  the  way  of  bro- 
kerage, which  she  will  n.csf  certainly  dca^rvu 
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if  slie  can  Hiul  any  rnan  in  liis  senses  who 
will  yoke  wjth  Mrs  Bramble  from  motives  of 
affection  or  interest. 

I  find  my  spirits  and  my  iiealtli  affect  each 
other  reciprocally — that  is  to  sny,  every 
thing  that  discomposes  my  mind,  produces 
a  correspondent  disorder  in  my  body  ;  and  my 
bodily  complaints  are  renmrkably  mitiiratod 
by  those  considorationc  that  dissipate  the 
clouds  of  mental  chanrin.  The  imprison- 
ment of  Clinker  brought  on  those  symptoms 
vvhicli  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  and  now  they 
are  vanished  at  his  discliarge.  It  must  bo 
owned,  indeed,  I  took  some  of  the  tincture 
of  ginseng,  prepared  according  to  your  pro- 
scription, and  iotmd  it  exceedingly  grateful 
to  the  stomach  ;  but  the  pain  and  sickness 
continued  to  return,  after  siiort  intervals,  till 
the  anxiety  of  my  mind  was  entirely  remov- 
ed, and  then  I  found  myself  perfectly  at 
ease.  We  have  had  fair  weather  these  ten 
days,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Londoners, 
who  think  it  portentous.  If  you  enjoy  the 
same  indulgence  in  Wales,  I  hope  Barnes  has 
got  my  hay  made,  and  safe-cocked,  by  this 
time.  As  we  shall  be  in  motion  for  some 
weeks,  I  cannot  expect  to  hear  from  you  as 
usual  ;  but  I  shall  continue  to  write  from 
ever}'  place  at  which  we  make  any  halt,  that 
you  may  know  our  track,  in  case  it  shonld 
be  necessary  to  communicate  any  thing  to 
your  assured  friend, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
London,  June  14. 


To  Mrs  Mary  Joxe.s,   at  Brambleton- 
Hall. 

Dear  Marv, — Having  the  occasion  of 
my  cousin  Jenkins  of  Aberga'ny,  I  send  you 
(as  a  token)  a  turkey-shell  comb,  a  kiple  of 
yards  of  green  ribbon,  and  a  sarment  upon 
the  nothingness  of  good  works,  which  was 
preached  in  the  tabernacle  ;  and  you  will  al- 
so receive  a  horn-buck  for  Saul,  whereby  she 
may  learn  iier  letters  ;  for  I  am  much  con- 
sarned  about  the  state  of  her  poor  sole — 
and  what  are  all  the  pursuits  of  this  life  to 
the  consarns  of  that  immortal  part  ? — what 
is  life  but  a  veil  of  affliction  ? — O  Mary  !  the 
whole  family  have  been  in  such  a  constipa- 
tion !  Mr  "Clinker  has  been  in  trouble,  but 
the  gates  of  hell  have  not  been  able  to  pre- 
vail against  him.  His  virtue  is  like  pour 
gold,  seven  times  tried  in  the  fire.  He  was 
tuck  up  for  a  robbery,  and  had  before  Gus- 
tass  Bushard,  who  made  his  mittamouse ; 
and  the  pore  youth  was  sent  to  prison  upon 
the  fals  oaf  of  a  willian,  that  wanted  to 
swarc  hie  life  away  for  the  looker  of  cain. 

The  squire  did  all  in  his  power,  but  could 
not  prevent  his  being  pit  in  chains,  and  con- 
fined among  common  manufactors,  where  he 
Btud  like  an  mnocent  sheep  in  the  midst  of 
vt^oiv'-^    mJ    tvgers.      Lord    knows    what 


mought  have  happened  to  this  pyehouse 
young  man,  if  master  had  not  applied  to 
Apias  Korkus,  who  lives  with  the  ould  bai- 
liff,  and  is,  they  say,  iive  hundred  years  oubJ 
(God  bless  us  I)  and  a  congeror;  but  if  he 
be,  sure  1  am  he  don't  deal  with  the  devil, 
otherwise  he  wouldn't  have  fought  out  Air 
('linker,  as  he  did,  in  spite  of  stone  walls, 
iron  bolts,  and  double  locks,  that  flew  open 
at  his  command  :  for  ould  Scratch  has  not  a 
greater  enemy  upon  hearth  than  Mr  Clinker, 
who  is  indeed  a  very  powerful  labourer  in 
the  Lord's  vineyard.  I  do  no  more  than  use 
the  words  of  my  good  lady,  who  has  got  the 
infectual  calling  ;  and  I  trust,  that  even  my- 
self, though  unworthy,  shall  tind  grease  to  be 
accepted.  ]\Iiss  liiddy  has  been  touched  to 
the  quick,  but  is  a  little  timoursome  ;  how- 
somever,  I  make  no  doubt  but  she  and  all  of 
us  will  be  ^rought,  by  the  endeavours  of  Mr 
('linker,  to  produce  blessed  fruit  of  genera- 
tion and  repentance.  As  for  master  and  the 
young  squire,  they  have  as  yet  had  narro 
glimpse  of  the  new  light.  I  doubt  as  how 
their  hearts  are  hardened  by  worldly  wisdom, 
which,  as  the  pyebill  saith,  is  foolishness  in 
the  sight  of  God. 

O  Mary  .Tones  !  pray  without  ceasing  for 
grease  to  prepare  you  for  the  operations  of 
this  wonderful  instrument,  which  I  hope  will 
be  exercised  this  winter  upon  you  and  others 
at  Brambleton-hall.  To-morrow  we  are  to 
set  out  in  a  cox  and  four  for  Yorkshire  ;  and 
(I  believe)  we  shall  travel  that  way  far,  and 
far,  and  farther  than  I  can  tell  ;  but  I  shan't 
go  so  far  as  to  forget  my  friends  ;  and  Mary 
Jones  will  always  be  remembered  as  one  of 
them  by  her  humble  sarvant, 

WIN.  JENKINS. 

London,  June  14. 


To  Mrs  Gwyllim,  Hovsekeeper  at 
Brambleton-Hall. 

Mrs  Gwyllim, — I  can't  help  thinking  it 
very  strange,  that  I  never  had  an  answer  to 
the  letter  I  wrote  you  some  vv'eeks  ago  from 
Bath,  concerning  the  sour  bear,  the  gander, 
and  the  maids  eating  butter,  which  I  won't 
allow  to  be  wasted.  We  are  now  going  upon 
a  long  gurney  to  the  north,  whereby  I  desire 
you  will  redouble  your  care  and  circumflexion, 
that  the  family  may  be  well  managed  in  our 
absence :  for  you  know  you  must  render  an 
accunt,  not  only  to  your  earthly  master,  but 
also  to  him  that  is  above  ;  and  if  you  are 
found  a  good  and  faithful  sarvant,  great  will 
be  your  reward  in  haven.  I  hope  there  will 
be  twenty  stun  of  cheese  ready  for  market  by 
the  time  Igethuom,  and  as  much  owl  spun  as 
will  make  half  a  dozen  pair  of  blankets  ;  and 
that  the  savings  of  the  buttermilk  will  fetch 
me  a  good  penny  before  Martinmas,  as  the 
two  pigs  are  to  be  fed  for  baking  with  birch 
mast  and  acorns. 
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I  wrote  to  Dr  L<nvis  for  the  same  porpuss, 
hut  he  never  had  the  good  manners  to  take 
the  least  notice  of  my  letter  ;  for  which  rea- 
son I  shall  never  favour  him  with  another, 
though  he  bcshits  mo  on  his  bended  knees. 
You  will  do  well  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over 
the  hind  Villiams,  who  is  one  of  his  amisso- 
ries,  and,  I  believe,  no  better  than  he  should 
be  at  bottom.  God  forbid  that  I  should  lack 
christian  charity  ;  but  charity  begins  at  huom, 
and  sure  nothing  can  be  a  more  charitable  work 
tlian  to  rid  the  family  of  such  vermin.  I  do 
suppose,  that  the  brindled  cow  has  been  had 
to  the  parson's  bull,  that  old  Moll  has  had 
another  litter  of  pigs,  and  that  Dick  has  be- 
come a  mighty  mouser.  Pray  order  every 
thing  for  the  best,  and  be  frugal,  and  keep 
the  maids  to  their  labour.  If  I  had  a  private 
opportunity,  I  would  send  them  some  hymns 
to  sing  instead  of  profane  ballads  ;  but,  as 
I  can't,  tliey  and  you  must  be  contented 
with  the  prayers  of  your  assured  friend, 
T.  BRAMBLE. 

London,  June  14. 


To  Sir  V/atkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Je.sus 
College,  Oxon. 

Dear  Phillips, — The  very  day  after  I 
wrote  my  last,  Clinker  was  set  at  liberty. 
As  Martin  had  foretold,  the  accuser  was 
himself  committed  for  a  robbery,  upon  un- 
questionable evidence.  He  had  been  for 
some  time  in  the  snares  of  the  thief-taking 
society ;  who,  resentirtg  his  presumption  in 
attempting  to  encroach  upon  their  monopoly 
of  impeachment,  had  hira  taken  up  and 
committed  to  Neu^gate,  on  the  deposition  of 
an  accomplice,  v.ho  has  been  admitted  as 
evidence  for  the  king.  The  postilion  being 
upon  record  as  an  old  offender,  the  chief- 
justice  made  no  scruple  of  admitting  Clinker 
to  bail,  when  he  perused  the  affidavit  of  Mr 
Mead,  importing,  that  the  said  Clinker  was 
not  the  person  that  robbed  him  on  Black- 
!)eath  ;  and  honest  Humphry  was  discharged. 
When  he  came  home,  he  expressed  great 
eagerness  to  pay  his  respects  to  his  master ; 
and  here  his  elocution  failed  him,  but  his 
silence  was  pathetic  ;  he  fell  down  at  his 
feet,  and  embraced  his  knees,  shedding  a 
flood  of  tears,  which  my  uncle  did  not  see 
without  emotion.  He  took  snuff  in  some 
confusion ;  and,  putting  his  liand  in  his 
pocket,  gave  his  blessing  in  something  more 
substantial  than  words. — "  Clinker,"  said  he, 
"  I  am  so  well  convinced,  both  of  your  hon- 
esty and  courage,  that  I  am  resolved  to  make 
you  my  life-guard-man  on  the  highway. 

He  was  accordingly  provided  with  a  case 
of  pistols,  and  a  carbine  to  be  slung  across 
his  shoulders  ;  and  every  other  preparation 
being  made,  we  set  out  last  Thursday,  at 
seven  in  the  morning ;  my  uncle,  wjth  the 
lh3:e  w  men,  in  the  coach  ;  Humphry,  well 


mounted  on  a  black  gelding  bought  for  i:!S 
use  ;  myself  a-horseback,  attended  by  my 
new  valet,  Jlr  Dutton,  an  e.xceeding  co;:- 
comb,  fresh  from  his  travels,  whom  I  have 
taken  upon  trial.  The  fellov/  wears  a  soli- 
taire,  uses  paint,  and  takes  rappee  with  cJi 
the  grimace  of  a  French  marquis.  At  pre- 
sent, however,  he  is  in  a  riding  dress,  JAck 
boots,  leather  breeches,  a  scarlet  waistcoat, 
with  gold  binding,  a  laced  hat,  a  hangei,  a 
French  posting-whip  in  his  hand,  and  his 
hair  en  queue. 

Before  we  had  gone  nine  miles,  my  horse 
lost  one  of  his  shoes  ;  so  that  I  was  obliged 
to  stop  at  Barnet,  to  have  another,  while  the 
coach  proceeded  at  an  easy  pace  over  tlie 
common.  About  a  mile  short  of  Hatfield, 
the  postilions,  stopping  the  carriage,  gave 
notice  to  Clinker  that  there  were  two  sus]>:- 
cious  fellows  a-horseback  at  the  end  of  a 
lane,  who  seemed  waiting  to  attack  the 
coach.  Kjmphry  forthwith  apprised  iiiy 
uncle,  declaring  he  would  stand  by  him  to 
the  last  drop  of  his  blood;  and,  unslinginy 
his  carbine,  prepared  for  action.  The  squire 
had  pistols  in  the  pockets  of  the  coach,  and 
resolved  to  make  use  of  them  directly ;  but 
he  was  effectually  prevented  by  his  female 
companions,  who  flung  themselves  about  hia 
neck,  and  screamed  m  concert.  At  tiial 
instant,  who  should  come  up,  at  a  hand- 
gallop,  but  Martin,  the  highwayman,  who, 
advancing  to  the  coach,  begged  tlie  ladies 
would  compose  themselves  for  a  moment ; 
then,  desiring  Clinker  to  follow  him  to  the 
charge,  he  pulled  a  pistol  out  of  his  bosom 
and  they  rode  up  together  to  give  battle  to 
the  rogues,  who  having  fired  at  a  great  dis- 
tance, fled  across  the  common.  They  were 
in  pursuit  of  the  fugitives  when  I  came  up, 
not  a  little  alarmed  at  the  shrieks  in  the 
coach,  where  I  found  my  uncle  in  a  violent 
rage,  without  his  periwig,  struggling  to  dis- 
entangle himself  from  Tabby  and  the  other 
two,  and  swearing  with  great  vociferation. 
Before  I  had  time  to  interpose,  Martin  and 
Clinker  returned  from  the  pursuit,  and  the 
former  paid  his  compliments  with  great  po- 
liteness, giving  us  to  understand,  that  the 
fellows  had  scampered  ofi",  and  that  he  be- 
lieved they  Vv'ere  a  couple  of  raw  'prentices 
from  London.  He  commended  Clinker  for 
his  courage,  and  said,  if  we  would  give  hini 
leave,  he  would  have  the  honour  to  accom- 
pany  us  as  far  as  Stevenage,  where  he  had 
some  business. 

The  squire  having  recollected  and  adjusted 
himself,  was  the  first  to  laugh  at  his  own 
situation  ;  but  it  was  not  v,-itliout  difficulty 
that  Tabby's  arms  could  be  untwisted  from 
his  neck  ;  Liddy's  teeth  chattered,  and  Jen- 
kins was  threatened  with  a  fit  as  usual.  1 
had  communicated  to  my  uncle  the  charactci 
of  Martin,  as  it  was  described  by  the  consta- 
ble, and  he  was  much  struck  with  its  singti- 
larity.     He  could  not  suppose  the  fellow  hid 
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any  detign  upon  our  company,  which  was  so 
numerous  ami  well  armed  ;  he  therefore 
vhanked  him  for  the  service  he  had  just  done 
them,  said  lie  would  he  glad  of  liis  company, 
and  asked  him  to  dine  with  us  at  Hatfield. 
This  invitation  might  not  iiavc  hecn  ag-reea- 
o!c  to  the  ladies,  had  they  known  the  real 
profession  of  our  guest ;  but  this  was  a  se- 
cret to  all  except  my  uncle  and  myself.  Mrs 
Tabiliia,  however,  would  by  no  means  con- 
sent to  proceed  with  a  case  of  loaded  pistols 
in  the  coach,  and  they  were  forthwith  dis- 
cisarged,  in  complaisance  to  her  and  tiic  rest 
of  the  women. 

Being  gratified  in  this  particular,  she  bc- 
cnme  remarkably  good-humoured,  and  at 
dinner  behaved  in  the  most  affahle  manner 
to  Mr  Martin,  witli  whose  polite  address, 
and  agreeable  conversation,  she  seemed  to 
be  much  taken.  Atler  dinner,  the  landlord 
accosting  me  in  the  yard,  asked,  with  a  sig- 
nificant look,  if  the  gentleman  that  rode  the 
•orrel  belonged  to  our  company.  I  under- 
stood his  meaning,  but  answered  no;  that 
1)0  had  come  up  with  us  on  the  common,  and 
helped  us  to  drive  away  two  fellows  that 
Ii)oked  like  highwaymen.  He  nodded  three 
times  distinctly,  as  much  as  to  say  he  knows 
his  cue.  Then  he  inquired,  if  one  of  tliose 
men  was  mounted  on  a  bay  mare,  and  the 
other  on  a  chestnut  gelding,  with  a  white 
streak  down  his  forehead  ;  and  being  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  he  assured  me 
t!:ey  had  robbed  three  post-chaises  this  very 
morning.  I  inquired,  in  my  turn,  if  Mr  Mar- 
tin was  of  his  acquaintance ;  and,  nodding 
thrice  again,  he  answered,  that  he  had  seen 
the  gentleman. 

Before  we  left  Hatfield,  my  uncle,  fixing 
his  eyes  on  Martin,  with  such  expression  as 
is  more  easily  conceived  than  described, 
asked,  if  he  often  travelled  that  road  :  and 
he  replied,  with  a  look  which  denoted  his 
understanding  the  question,  that  he  very 
seldom  did  business  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. In  a  word,  this  adventurer  favoured  us 
with  his  company  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stevenage,  where  he  took  his  leave  of  the 
coach  and  me  in  very  polite  terms,  and  turned 
off  upon  a  cross-road,  that  led  to  a  village  on 
the  lell.  At  supper,  Mrs  Tabby  was  very 
full  in  the  praise  of  Mr  Martin's  good  sense 
and  good  breeding,  and  seemed  to  regret 
ti;at  she  iiad  not  a  farther  opportunity  to 
make  some  experiment  upon  his  affection. 
In  the  morning,  my  uncle  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  receive,  from  the  waiter,  a  billet 
couche.  in  these  words. 

"  Sir, — I  could  easily  perceive  from  your 
looks,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  converse 
mi\\  you  at  Hatfield,  that  my  character  is 
not  unknown  to  you  ;  and  I  dare  say,  you 
won't  think  it  strange,  that  I  siiould  be  glad 
to  change  my  present  way  of  life  for  any 
3ther  honest  occupation,  let  it  be  ever  bo 


humble,  that  will  afford  me  bread  in  modcra- 
tion,  and  slee])  in  safety.  Perhaps  you  may 
think  I  flatter,  when  I  say,  that  from  the 
moment  1  was  witness  to  your  generous  con- 
cern in  the  cause  of  your  servant,  I  conceived 
a  particular  esteem  and  veneration  for  your 
person  ;  and  yet  what  I  pay  is  true.  I 
should  think  myself  happy,  if  I  could  be  ad- 
mitted into  your  protection  and  service  as 
house-steward,  clerk,  butler,  or  bailiff,  fot 
either  of  which  places  I  think  myself  tolera- 
bly well  qualified;  and,  sure  I  am,  I  should 
not  be  found  deficient  in  gratitude  and  fidel- 
ity ;  at  tiie  same  tiiiie,  1  am  very  sensible 
how  much  you  must  deviate  from  the  com- 
mon maxims  of  discretion,  even  in  putting 
my  professions  to  the  trial ;  but  I  don't  look 
upon  you  as  a  person  that  thinks  in  the  or- 
dinary style  ;  and  the  delicacy  of  my  situa- 
tion will,  I  know,  justify  this  address  to  a 
heart  warmed  with  beneficence  and  compas- 
sion. Understanding  you  are  going  pretty 
far  north,  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  to  throw 
myself  in  your  way  again  before  you  reach 
the  borders  of  Scotland;  and,  I  hope,  by 
that  time  you  shall  have  taken  into  conside- 
ra.tion  the  truly  distressful  case  of,  honoured 
sir,  your  very  humble  and  devoted  servant, 
"EnwAKD  Mautin." 

The  squire,  having  perused  this  letter,  put 
it  into  my  hand,  without  saying  a  syllable ; 
and,  when  I  had  read  it,  we  looked  at  each 
otiicr  in  silence.  From  a  certain  sparkling 
in  his  eyes,  I  discovered  there  was  more  in 
his  heart  than  he  cared  to  express  with  his 
tongue,  in  favour  of  poor  Martin  ;  and  thi.s 
was  precisely  my  own  feeling,  which  he  dm 
not  fail  to  discern  by  the  same  means  of 
communication.  "  What  shall  we  do,"  said 
he,  *'  to  save  this  poor  sinner  from  the  gal- 
lows, and  make  him  a  useful  member  of  the 
commonwealths  and  yet  the  proverb  says, — 
'  Save  a  thief  from  the  gallows,  and  lie'll  cut 
your  tin'oat.'  "  I  told  him  I  really  believed 
Martin  was  capable  of  giving  the  jjroverb  the 
lie  ;  and  that  I  should  heartily  concur  in  any 
step  he  miy it  take  in  favour  of  his  solicit- 
ation. We  mutually  resolved  to  deliberate 
upon  the  subject,  and  in  the  mean  time  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey.  The  roads  having 
been  broken  up  by  the  heavy  rains  in  the 
spring,  were  so  rough,  that  although  we  tra- 
velled very  slowly,  the  jolting  occasioned 
such  pain  to  my  imcle,  that  he  was  become 
exceedingly  peevish  when  we  arrived  at  thia 
place,  which  lies  about  eight  miles  from  the 
post-road,  between  Wetherby  and  Borough, 
bridge. 

Harrowgate  water,  so  celebrated  for  itb 
efficacy  in  the  scurvy  and  other  distempers, 
is  supplied  from  a  copious  sprinir,  in  the  hoi* 
low  of  a  wild  common,  round  which  a  good 
many  houses  have  been  built  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  drinkers,  though  few  of  them 
are  inhabited.     Most  of  the  company  lodge 
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at  some  distance,  in  five  separate  inns,  situ- 
ated in  different  parts  of  the  common,  from 
whence  they  go  every  morning  to  the  well, 
M]  their  own  carriages.  The  lodgers  of  each 
inn  form  a  distinct  society  that  eat  together  ; 
and  there  is  a  commodious  public  room, 
where  they  breakfast  in  dishabille,  at  sepa- 
rate tables,  from  eight  o'clock  till  eleven,  as 
they  chance  or  choose  to  come  in.  Here  also 
they  drink  tea  in  the  afternoon,  and  play 
at  cards  or  dance  in  the  evening.  One  cus- 
tom, however,  prevails,  which  I  look  upon  as 
a  solecism  in  politeness.  The  ladies  treat 
with  tea  in  their  turns,  and  even  girls  of  six- 
teen are  not  exempted  from  this  shameful 
imposition.  There  is  a  public  ball  by  sub- 
scription every  nigkt  at  one  of  the  houses,  to 
which  all  the  company  from  the  others  are 
admitted  by  tickets;  and,  indeed,  Harrow- 
gate  treads  upon  the  heels  of  Bath,  in  the 
articles  of  gaiety  and  dissipation — with  this 
difference,  however,  that  here  we  are  more 
sociable  and  familiar.  One  of  the  inns  is 
already  full  up  to  the  very  garrets,  having  no 
less  than  fifty  lodgers,  and  as  many  servants. 
Our  family  does  not  exceed  thirty-six  ;  and 
I  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  number  aug- 
mented, as  our  accommodations  won't  admit 
of  much  increase. 

At  present,  the  company  is  more  agree- 
able than  one  could  expect  from  an  accidental 
assemblage  of  persons,  who  are  utter  strang- 
ers to  one  another.  There  seems  to  be  a 
general  disposition  among  us  to  maintain 
^ood  fellowship,  and  promote  the  purposes 
of  humanity,  in  favour  of  those  who  come 
thither  on  tiic  score  of  health.  I  see  several 
■  faces  which  we  left  at  Bath,  although  the  ma- 
jority are  of  the  northern  counties,  and  many 
come  from  Scotland  for  the  benefit  of  these 
waters.  In  such  a  variety  there  must  be 
some  originals,  among  whom  Mrs  Tabitha 
Bramble  is  not  the  most  inconsiderable.  No 
place,  where  there  is  such  an  intercourse  be- 
tween the  sexes,  can  be  disagreeable  to  a 
lady  of  her  views  and  temperament.  She  has 
had  some  warm  disputes  at  table  w'lth  a  lame 
parson  from  Northumberland,  on  the  new 
oirth,  and  the  insignificance  of  moral  virtue  ; 
and  her  arguments  have  been  reinforced  by 
an  old  Scotch  lawyer,  in  a  tie-periwig,  who, 
tliougli  he  has  lost  his  teeth,  and  the  use  of 
his  limbs,  can  still  wag  his  tongue  with  great 
volubility.  lie  has  paid  her  such  fulsome 
compliments,  upon  her  piety  and  learning, 
as  seem  to  have  won  her  lieart ;  and  slie,  in 
lier  turn,  treats  him  with  such  attention,  as 
indicates  a  design  upon  his  person  ;  but,  by 
all  accounts,  lie  is  too  much  a  fox  to  be  in- 
veigled into  any  snare  that  she  can  lay  for 
his  affection. 

We  do  not  propose  to  stay  long  at  Ilar- 
rowgate,  though  at  present  it  is  our  liead- 
uviarters,  from  whence  we  shall  make  some 
uxcursions  to  visit  two  or  three  of  our  rich 


relations,  who  are  settled  in  this  country. 
Pray  remember  me  to  all  my  friends  of  Je- 
sus, and  allov\A  me  to  be  still  yours  affection* 
ately,  J.  MELFORD. 

Harrowgale.  June  23. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dkar  Doctor, — Considering  the  tax  we 
pay  for  turnpikes,  the  roads  of  this  country 
constitute  a  most  intolerable  grievance.  Be- 
tween Newark  and  Wetherby,  J  have  suffer- 
ed more  from  jolting  and  swinging,  than  ever 
I  felt  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  althougli 
the  carriage  is  remarkably  commodious  and 
well  hung,  and  the  postilions  were  very  care- 
ful in  driving.  I  am  now  safely  housed  a: 
the  new  inn  at  Harrowgate,  whither  I  came 
to  satisfy  my  curiosity,  rather  tiian  with  any 
view  of  advantage  to  my  health  ;  and  truly, 
after  having  considered  all  the  parts  and  par- 
ticulars of  the  place,  I  cannot  account  for 
the  concourse  of  people  one  finds  here,  upon 
any  other  principle  but  that  of  caprice,  "which 
seems  to  be  the  character  of  our  nation. 

Harrowgate  is  a  wild  common,  bare  and 
bleak,  without  tree  or  shrub,  or  the  least 
signs  of  cultivation  ;  and  the  people,  who 
come  to  drink  the  water,  are  crowded  to- 
gether in  paltry  inns,  where  the  few  tolera- 
ble rooms  are  monopolized  by  the  friends  and 
favourites  of  the  house,  and  all  the  rest  of 
tlie  lodgers  are  obliged  to  put  up  with  dirty 
holes,  where  there  is  neither  space,  air,  nor 
convenience.  My  apartment  is  about  ten 
feet  square;  and  w-hen  the  folding-bed  is 
down,  there  is  just  room  sufficient  to  pass 
between  it  and  the  fire.  One  might  expect, 
indeed,  that  there  would  be  no  occasion  for 
a  fire  at  midsummer;  but  here  the  climate  is 
so  backward,  tliat  an  ash-tree,  which  our 
landlord  has  planted  before  iny  window,  is 
just  beginning  to  put  forth  its  leaves  ;  and  I 
am  fain  to  have  my  bed  warmed  every  night. 

As  for  the  water,  which  is  said  to  have  effect- 
ed so  many  surprising  cures,  I  have  drank  it 
once,  and  the  first  draught  has  cured  me  of  all 
desire  to  repeat  the  medicine.  Some  people 
say  it  smells  of  rotten  eggs,  and  others  com- 
pare it  to  the  scourings  of  a  foul  gun.  It  is 
generally  supposed  to  be  strongly  impreg- 
nated with  sulphur;  and  Dr  Shaw,  in  his 
book  upon  mineral  waters,  says,  he  has  see:', 
flakes  of  sulphur  floating  in  the  well.  Pace 
tanti  viri — I,  for  my  part,  have  never  observ- 
ed  any  thing  like  sulphur,  either  in  or  about 
the  well  ;  neither  do  I  find  that  any  brim 
stone  has  ever  been  extracted  from  the  water. 
As  for  the  smell,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge 
from  my  own  organs,  it  is  exactly  that  of 
bilge-water;  and  the  saline  taste  of  itseomsto 
declare  that  it  is  nothing  else  than  salt  water 
putrefied  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  I  was 
obliged  to  hold  my  nose   with  one    hand 
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wni-e  I  advanced  the  glass  to  my  nioutli  with 
the  other;  and  after  I  liad  made  shitl  to 
Bwallow  it,  my  stomach  couhi  hardly  retain 
what  it  had  received.  Tlie  only  ellects  it 
produced  were  sickness,  gripinir,  and  insur- 
mountable disgust.  I  can  hardly  mention  it 
without  pulving.  The  world  is  strangely 
misled  by  the  affectation  of  singularity.  I 
cannot  lielp  suspecting  that  this  water  owes 
its  reputation  in  a  great  measure  to  its  beiiy,' 
so  strikingly  offensive.  On  the  same  kind 
of  analogy,  a  German  doctor  has  introduced 
hemlock  and  other  poisons,  as  specifics  in 
the  materia  medica.  I  am  persuaded,  that 
all  tlie  cures  ascribed  to  the  Harrowgate 
water,  would  have  been  as  efficaciously ,'arid 
infinitely  more  agreeably  performed  by  the 
internal  and  external  use  of  sea-water.  Sure 
I  am,  this  last  is  much  less  nauseous  to  the 
taste  and  smell,  and  much  more  gentle  in  its 
operations  as  a  purge,  as  well  as  more  ex- 
tensive in  its  medical  qualities. 

Two  days  ago,  we  went  across  the  country 
to  visit  Squire  Burdock,  who  married  a  first 
?ousin  of  my  father,  an  heiress,  who  brought 
nim  an  estate  of  a  thousand  a  year.  This  o-en- 
tleman  is  a  declared  opponent  of  the  mmis- 
try  in  parliament;  and,  having  an  opident  for- 
tune, piques  himself  upon  livmg  in  the  coun- 
try, and  maintaining  old  English  hospitality. 
By  the  by,  this  is  a  phrase  very  mucii  used 
by  the  English  themselves,  both  in  words 
and  writing;  but  I  never  heard  of  it  out  of 
the  island,  e.xcept  by  way  of  irony  and  sar- 
casm. What  the  hospitality  of  our  fore- 
fathers has  been,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  re- 
corded rather  in  the  memoirs  of  strangers 
who  have  visited  our  country,  and  were^tlie 
proper  objects  and  judges  of  such  hospitality, 
than  in  the  discourse  and  lucubrations  of  the 
modern  English,  who  seem  to  describe  it 
from  theory  and  conjecture.  Certain  it  is, 
we  are  generally  looked  upon  by  foreigners 
as  a  people  totally  destitute  of  this  virtue ; 
and  I  never  was  in  any  country  abroad  where 
I  did  not  meet  with  persons  of  distinclion, 
who  complained  of  having  been  inhospitably 
used  in  Great  Britain.  A  gentleman  of 
France,  Italy,  or  Germany,  who  has  enter- 
tained and  lodged  an  Englishman  at  his 
house,  when  he  afterwards  meets  with  his 
guest  at  London,  is  asked  to  dinner  at  the 
Saracen's  head,  the  Turk's  head,  the  Boar's 
head,  or  the  Bear,  eats  raw  beef  and  butter, 
drinks  execrable  po^-t,  and  is  allowed  to  pay 
his  share  of  the  reckoning. 

But,  to  return  from  this  digression,  which 
my  feeling  for  the  honour  of  mv  country 
obliged  me  to  make.  Our  Yorkshire  cousin 
j-.is  been  a  mighty  fo.x-hunter  before  the 
Lord;  but  now  he  is  too  fat  and  unwieldy 
to  leap  ditches  and  five-bar  gates  ;  never- 
iheiess,  he  still  keeps  a  pack  of  hounds, 
which  are  well  exercised,  and  his  huntsman 
every  niglit  entertains  him  with  the  adven- 
tures of  the  day's  chase,  which  lie  recites 
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in  a  tone  and  terms  tJiat  are  extremely  curi 
"US  and  significant.  In  the  mean  time,  his 
broad  brawn  is  scratched  by  one  of  h's 
grooms.  This  fellow,  it  seems,  having  no 
inclination  to  curry  any  beast  out  of  the 
stable,  was  at  great  pains  to  scollop  his  nails 
in  such  a  manner,  that  the  blood  fciilowcd  at 
every  stroke.  Ho  was  in  hopes  that  lie 
would  be  dismissed  from  this  disagreeable 
office,  but  the  event  turned  out  contrary  to 
his  expectation.  His  master  declared  he  was 
the  bestscratcher  in  the  family  ;  and  now  ho 
will  not  suffer  any  other  servant  to  draw  a 
nail  upon  his  carcase. 

The  squire's  lady  is  very  proud,  without 
being  stiff  or  inaccessible.  She  receives  even 
her  inferiors  in  point  of  fortune  with  a  kind  of 
arrogant  civility  ;  but  then  she  thinks  she  has 
a  right  to  treat  them  with  the  most  ungracious 
freedoms  of'speech,  and  never  fails  to  let  them 
know  she  is  sensible  of  her  own  superior 
alFuience.  In  a  word,  she  speaks  well  of  no 
living  soul,  and  has  not  one  single  friend  in 
the  world.  Her  husband  hates  her  mortally  ; 
but  although  the  brute  is  sometimes  so  Very 
powerful  in  liim,  that  he  will  have  his  own 
way,  he  generally  truckles  to  her  dominion, 
and  dreads,  like  a  school-boy,  the  lash  of  her 
tongue.  On  the  other  hand,  she  is  afraid  of 
I)rovoking  him  too  far,  lest  he  should  make 
some  desperate  effort  to  throw  off  her  yoke  . 
she  therefore  acquiesces  in  the  proofs  he 
daily  gives  of  his  attachment  to  the  liberty 
of  an  English  freeholder,  by  saying  and 
doing,  at  his  own  table,  whatever  gratifies 
the  brutality  of  his  disposition,  or  contributes 
to  the  case  of  his  person.  The  house,  though 
large,  is  neither  elegant  nor  con)fortable.  It 
looks  like  a  great  inn,  crowded  with  travel- 
lers, who  dino  at  the  landlord's  ordinary, 
where  there  is  a  great  profusion  of  victuals 
and  drink  ;  but  mine  host  seems  to  be  mis- 
placed,— and  I  would  rather  dine  upon  fil- 
berts  with  a  hermit,  than  feed  upon  venison 
with  a  hog.  The  footmen  might  be  aptly 
compared  to  the  waiters  of  a  tavern,  if  they 
were  more  serviceable,  and  less  rapacious  ; 
but  they  are  generally  insolent  and  inatten- 
tive,  and  so  greedy,  that  I  think  I  can  dine 
better,  and  for  less' expense,  at  the  Star  and 
Garter  in  Pall-mall,  than  at  our  cousin's  cas- 
tle in  Yorkshire.  The  squire  is  not  only  ac- 
commodated with  a  wife,  but  he  is  'also 
blessed  with  an  only  son,  about  two-and- 
twenty,  just  returned  from  Italy,  a  complete 
fiddler  and  dilettante  ;  a/id  ho  slips  no  op- 
portunity of  manifesting  the  most  perfect 
contempt  for  his  own  father. 

When  we  arrived,  there  was  a  family  of 
foreigners  at  the  liouse,  on  a  vis.it  to  this  vir- 
tuoso, with  whom  they  liad  been  acquainted 
at  the  Spa  :  it  was  the  Count  de  Melvil, 
with  his  lady,  on  their  way  to  Scotland.  Mr 
Burdock  had  met  with  an  accident,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  both  the  count  and  I 
would  have  retired  ;  but  the  young  gentjp. 
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rnan  and  his  mother  insisted  upon  our  stay- 
ing dinner, — and  their  serenity  seemed  to  be 
fio  little  ruffled  by  what  had  happened,  that 
we  complied  with  their  invitation.  The 
squire  had  been  brouglit  home  over  night  in 
his  post-chaise,  so  terribly  belaboured  about 
the  pate,  that  he  seemed  to  be  in  a  state  of 
stupefaction,  and  had  ever  since  remained 
speechless.  A  country  apothecary,  called 
Grieve,  who  lived  in  a  neighbouring  village, 
having  been  called  to  his  assistance,  had  let 
him  blood,  and  applied  a  poultice  to  his  head, 
declaring  that  he  had  no  fever,  nor  any  other 
had  symptom,  but  the  loss  of  speech,  if  ho 
r-'aliy  had  lost  that  faculty.  But  the  young 
squire  said  this  practitioner  was  an  igno- 
rantaccio ;  that  there  was  a  fracture  in  the 
cranium,  and  that  there  was  a  necessity  for 
having  him  trepanned  without  loss  of  time. 
His  mother  espousing  this  opinion,  had  sent 
an  express  to  York  for  a  surgeon  to  perform 
the  operation;  and  he  was  already  come, 
with  his  'prentice  and  instruments.  Having 
examined  the  patient's  head,  he  began  to 
prepare  his  dressings ;  though  Grieve  still 
retained  his  first  opinion,  that  there  was  no 
fracture,  and  was  the  more  confirmed  in  it,  as 
the  squire  had  passed  the  night  in  profound 
sleep,  uninterrupted  by  any  catching  or  con- 
vulsion. The  York  surgeon  said  he  could 
not  tell  whether  there  was  a  fracture,  until 
lie  should  take  off  the  scalp ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  the  operation  might  be  of  service,  in 
giving  vent  to  any  blood  that  might  be  extra,- 
vasated,  either  above  or  below  the  dura 
mater.  The  lady  and  her  son  were  clear  for 
trying  the  experiment  ;  and  Grieve  was  dis- 
missed with  some  marks  of  contempt,  which, 
perhaps,  he  owed  to  the  plainness  of  his  np- 
pearance.  He  seemed  to  be  about  tlie  mid- 
dle age,  and  wore  his  own  black  hair  without 
any  sort  of  dressing;  by  his  garb,  one  would 
have  taken  him  for  a  quaker,  but  he  had 
none  of  the  stiffness  of  that  sect;  on  the 
contrary,  lie  has  very  submissive,  respectful, 
and  remarkably  taciturn. 

Leaving  the  ladies  in  an  apartment  by 
themselves,  we  adjourned  to  the  patient's 
chamber,  where  the  dressings  and  instru- 
ments were  displayed  in  order  upon  a  pewter 
dish.  The  operator,  laying  aside  his  coat 
and  periwig,  equipped  himself  with  a  night- 
cap, apron  and  sleeves,  while  his  'prentice 
and  footman,  seizing  the  squire's  head,  be- 
gan to  place  it  in  a  proper  posture.  But 
mark  what  followed.  The  patient,  bolting 
upright  in  tlie  bed,  collared  each  of  these 
assistants,  with  the  grasp  of  Hercules,  ex- 
claiming, in  a  bellowing  tone,^— "  I  ha'n't 
lived  so  long  in  Yorkshire  to  be  trepanned 
by  such  vermin  as  you  ;"  and,  leaping  on 
.he  floor,  put  on  his  breeches  quietly,  to  the 
astonishment  of  us  all.  The  surgeon  still 
insisted  upon  the  operation,  alleging  it  was 
ii(?w  plaiFi  that  the  brain  was  injured,  and 
deeiring'the  servants  to  put  him  into  bed 


again  ;  but  nobody  would  venture  to  execute 
his  orders,  or  even  to  interpose  ;  when  the 
squire  turned  him  and  his  assistants  out  of 
doors,  and  threw  his  apparatus  out  at  the 
window.  Having  thus  asserted  his  preroga- 
tive, and  put  on  his  clothes  with  the  help  of 
a  valet,  the  count,  with  my  nephew  and  tt.q^ 
were  introduced  by  his  son,  and  received 
with  his  usual  style  of  rustic  civility.  Then, 
t^jrning  to  Signior  Mackaroni,  with  a  sarcas- 
tic grin, — "I  tell  thee  what,  Dick,  said  ne, 
"  a  man's  skull  is  not  to  be  bored  every  time 
his  head  is  broken ;  and  I'll  convince  thee 
and  thy  mother,  that  I  know  as  many  tricl  s 
as  e'er  an  old  fox  in  the  West  Riding." 

We  afterwards  understood  he  had  quarrel- 
led at  a  public  house  with  an  exciseman, 
whom  he  challenged  to  a  bout  at  single  stick, 
at  which  he  had  been  worsted  ;  and  that  the 
shame  of  tliis  defeat  had  tied  up  his  tongue. 
As  for  madam,  she  had  shown  no  concern 
for  his  disaster,  and  now  heard  of  his  re- 
covery without  emotion.  Slie  had  taken 
some  little  notice  of  my  sister  and  niece, 
thougli  rather  with  a  view  to  indulge  her 
own  petulance,  than  out  of  any  sentiment  of 
regard  to  our  family.  She  said  Liddy  was 
a  fright,  and  ordered  her  woman  to  adjust 
her  head  before  dinner;  but  she  would  not 
meddle  with  Tabby,  whose  spirit,  she  soon 
perceived,  was  not  to  be  irritated  with  im- 
punity. At  table,  she  acknowledged  me  so 
far  as  to  say  she  had  heard  of  my  father  ; 
though  she  hinted,  that  he  had  disobliged  her 
family,  by  making  a  poor  match  in  Wales. 
She  was  disagreeably  familiar  in  her  inqui- 
ries about  our  circumstances  ;  and  asked,  if 
I  intended  to  bring  up  my  nephew  to  the 
law.  I  told  her,  that,  as  he  had  an  inde- 
pendent fortune,  he  should  follow  no  profess., 
ion  but  that  of  a  country  gentleman  ;  and 
that  I  was  not  without  hopes  of  procuring 
for  him  a  seat  in  parliament.  "  Pray,  cou- 
sin," said  she,  "  what  may  his  fortune  be?" 
When  I  answered,  that,  with  what  I  should 
be  able  to  give  him,  he  would  have  better  than 
two  thousand  a-year,  she  replied,  with  a  dis- 
dainful toss  of  her  head,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  preserve  his  independ- 
ence on  such  a  paltry  provision. 

Not  a  little  nettled  at  this  arrogant  re- 
mark, I  told  her,  I  had  the  honour  to  sit  in 
parliament  with  her  father,  when  he  had  lit- 
tle more  than  half  that  income ;  and  I  be- 
lieved there  was  not  a  more  independent  and 
incorruptible  member  in  the  house.  "  Ay, 
but  times  are  changed,"  cried  the  squire. 
"  Country  gentlemen  now-a-days  live  after 
another  fashion.  My  table  alone  stands  mo 
in  a  cool  thousand  a  quarter,  though  I  raise 
my  own  stock,  import  my  own  liquors,  and 
have  every  thing  at  the  first  hand.  True  it 
is,  I  keep  open  house,  and  receive  all  comers, 
for  the  honour  of  Old  England."  "If  that 
be  the  case,"  said  I,  "  'tis  a  wonder  you  can 
maintain  it  at  so  small  an  exnense  ;  but  every 
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private  gentleman  is  not  expected  to  keep  a 
caravansera  for  tlie  accommodation  of  tra- 
vellers. Indeed,  if  every  individual  lived  in 
the  same  style,  you  would  not  have  such  a 
number  of  jruests  at  your  table ;  of  conse- 
quence your  hospitality  would  not  shine  so 
briijUt  for  tlie  glory  of  the  West  Hiding." 
The  young  sciuire,  tickled  by  this  ironical 
observation,  exclaimed, — "O  che  burla  .'" 
His  mother  eyed  me  in  silence  with  a  super- 
cilious air  ;  and  the  tuther  of  the  feast,  taking 
a  bumper  of  October, — "  My  service  to  you, 
cousin  Bramble,"  said  he ;  "  I  have  always 
heard  there  was  something  keen  and  biting 
in  the  air  of  the  Welsh  mountains." 

I  was  mucli  pleased  with  the  ciunt  de 
Melvil,  who  is  sensible,  easy,  and  polite; 
and  the  countess  is  the  most  amiable  woman 
I  ever  beheld.  In  the  atlernoon  they  took 
leave  of  their  entertainers  ;  and  the  young 
gentleman,  mounting  his  horse,  undertook 
to  conduct  their  coach  tJirough  the  park, 
while  one  of  their  servants  rode  round  to 
give  notice  to  the  rest,  whom  they  had  left 
at  a  public  house  on  the  road.  The  moment 
their  backs  were  turned,  the  censorious  de- 
mon took  possession  of  our  Yorkshire  land- 
lady and  our  sister  Tabitha.  The  former 
observed,  that  the  countess  was  a  good  sort 
of  a  body,  but  totally  ignorant  of  good  breed- 
ing, consequently  awkward  in  her  address. 
The  squire  said,  he  did  not  pretend  to  the 
breeding  of  any  thing  but  colts  ;  but  that  the 
jade  would  be  very  handsome,  if  she  was  a 
little  more  in  flesh.  "Handsome!"  cried 
Tabby  ;  "  she  has  indeed  a  pair  of  black  eyes 
without  any  meaning;  but  then  there  is  not 
a  good  feature  in  her  face."  "  I  know  not 
what  you  call  good  features  in  Wales," 
replied  our  landlord  ;  "  but  they'll  pass  in 
Yorkshire."  Then  turning  to  Liddy,  he 
added, — "  What  say  you,  my  pretty  red- 
streak  1 — what  is  your  opinion  of  the  coun- 
tess V  "  I  think,"  cried  Liddy,  with  great 
emotion,  "she's  an  angel."  Tabby  chid  her 
for  talking  with  such  freedom  in  company  ; 
and  the  lady  of  the  house  el^A,  in  a  con- 
temptuous  tone,  she  supposed  Miss  had  been 
brought  up  at  some  country  boarding-school. 

Our  conversation  was  suddenly  interrupted 
by  the  young  gentleman,  who  galloped  into 
the  yard  all  agiiast,  exclaiming  that  tlie  coach 
was  attacked  by  a  great  number  of  highway- 
men. My  nephew  and  I  rushing  out,  found 
his  own  and  his  servant's  horse  ready  sad- 
dled in  the  stable,  with  pistols  in  the  caps. 
We  mounted  instantly,  ordering  Clinker  and 
Dutton  to  follow  with  all  possible  expedition  ; 
but  notwithstanding  all  the  speed  we  could 
make,  the  action  was  over  before  we  arrived, 
and  the  cmnt  and  his  lady  safe  lodged  at 
the  house  of  Grieve,  who  had  signalized 
himself  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  on  this 
occasion.  At  the  turning  of  a  lane  that  led 
Ic  the  village  where  the  count's  servants 
trniained,  a  couple  of  robbers  a-horseba:k 
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suddenly   appeared,   with   their   pistols   ad- 
vanced ;  one  kept  the  coachman  in  awe,  and 
the  other  demanded  the  count's  moiiev,  while 
the  young  s(iuire  went  oil"  at  ttill  speed,  with- 
out ever  casting  a  look  behind.     The  count 
desiring  the  thief  to  withdraw  his  pistol,  -as 
the  lady  was   in   great  terror,  delivered   his 
purse  without  making  the  least  resistance;' 
but  not  satisfied  with  this  bootv,  which  was 
pretty  considerable,  the  rascal  insisted  upon 
rilling  her  of  her  ear-rings  and  necklace,  and 
the  countess  screamed  with  affright.     Her 
husband,  exasperated   at   the  violence  with 
which  she  was  threatened,  wrested  the  pistol 
out  of  the  fellow's  hand,  and,  turning  it  upon 
him,  snapped  it  in  his  face  ;   but  the  robber, 
knowing  there  was   no  charge  in   it,  drew 
another  from  his  bosom,  and  in  all  probabil- 
ity would  have  killed  him  on  the  spot,  had 
not  his  life  been  saved  by  a  wonderful  inter- 
position.    Grieve,  the  apothecary,  chancing 
to  pass  that  very  instant,  ran  up  to  the  coach, 
and,   with   a  crabstick,   which   was  all  the 
weapon   he   had,  brought  the  fellow  to  the 
ground  with  the  first  blow ;  then  seizing  his 
pistol,   presented   it  to   his   colleague,  who 
fired   his  piece  at  random,  and  fled  without 
farther  opposition.     The  other  was  secured 
by  the  assistance  of  the  count  and  the  coach- 
man ;  and  his  legs  being  tied  under  the  belly 
of  his  own  horse.  Grieve  conducted  him  to 
the  village,  whither  also  the   carriage   pro- 
ceeded.     It   was    with   great   difficulty    the 
countess  could   be  kept  from  swooning;   but 
at   last  she   was    happily  conveyed   to  th« 
house  of  the  apothecary,  who  went  into  the 
shop  to  prepare  some  drops  for  her,  while 
his  wife  and  daughter  administered  to  her  in 
another  apartment.    I  found  the  count  stand- 
ing in  the  kitchen  with   the  parson  of  the 
parish,  and  expressing  mncii  impatience  to 
see  his  protector,  whom  as  yet  he  had  scarce 
found  time  to  thank  for  the  essential  service 
he  had  done   him   and   the  countess.     The 
daughter  passing  at  the  same  time  with  a 
glass  of  water,  Monsieur  de  Melvil  could  not 
help  taking  notice  of  her  figure,  which  was 
strikingly  engaging.    "  Ay,"  said  the  parson, 
"  she's  the  prettiest  girl,  and  the  best  girl,  in 
all  my  parish  ;  and  if  I  could  give  my  son  an 
estate  often  thousand  a-year,  he  should  have 
my  consent  to  lay  it  at  her  feet.    If  Mr  Grieve 
had  been  as  solicitous  about  getting  money, 
as  he  has  been  in  performing  all  the  duties 
of  a  primitive  Christian,  Fy  would  not  have 
hung  so  long  upon  his  hands."     "  What  is 
her  name  !"  said  I.     "Sixteen  years  ago," 
answered  the  viq^r,  "  I  christened  her  by  the 
name  of  Serafina  Melvilia."     "  Ha  !  what  • 
how!"  cried  the  count  eagerly,  "sure  yon 
said  Serafina  Melvilia!"     "  1  did,"  said  he, 
"  Mr  Grieve  told  me  those  were  the  names 
of  two  noble  persons   abroad,  to  whom   he 
had  been  obliged  for  more  than  life." 

"  The    count,  without   speaking   anothei 
syllable,  rushed   into  the  parhur,  crying, — 
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"  This  is  your  god-daughter,  my  dear." 
Mrs  Grieve,  then,  seizing  the  countess  by 
-he  hand,  exclaimed,  with  great  agitation, — 
'  O  madam  I — O  sir  !  I  am — I  am  your  poor 
Elinor.  This  is  my  Serafina  Melvilia.  O 
child  !  these  are  the  count  and  countess  of 
Melvil — the  generous — the  glorious  benefac- 
tors of  thy  once  unhappy  parents." 

The  countess  rising  from  her  seat,  threw 
her  arms  about  the  neck  of  the  amiable  Se- 
rafina, and  clasped  her  to  her  breast  with 
great  tenderness,  while  she  herself  was  em- 
braced by  the  weeping  mother.  This  moving 
scene  was  completed  by  the  entrance  of 
Grieve  himself,  who,  falling  on  his  knees 
before  the  count, — "Behold,"  said  he,  "a 
penitent,  who  at  length  can  lock  upon  his 
patron  without  shrinking."  -Ah,  Ferdi- 
nand !"  cried  he,  raising  and  .olding  him  in 
his  arms,  "the  play.fellow  of  my  infancy — 
the  companion  of  my  youth  1 — Is  it  to  you 
that  I  am  indebted  for  my  life?"  "  Heaven 
has  heard  my  prayer,"  said  the  other,  "  and 
given  me  an  opportunity  to  prove  myself  not 
altogether  unworthy  of  your  clemency  and 
protection."  He  then  kissed  the  hand  of  the 
countess,  while  Monsieur  de  Melvil  saluted  his 
wife  and  lovely  daugliter,  and  all  of  us  were 
greatly  affected  by  this  pathetic  recognition. 

In  a  word,  Grieve  was  no  other  than  Fer- 
dmanU  Count  Fathom,  whose  adventures 
were  printed  many  years  ago.  Being  a  sin- 
cere convert  to  virtue,  he  had  changed  his 
name,  that  he  might  elude  the  inquiries  of 
the  count,  whose  generous  allowance  he  de- 
termined to  forego,  that  he  might  have  no 
dependance  but  upon  his  own  industry  and 
moderation.  He  had  accordingly  settled  in 
this  village  as  a  practitioner  in  surgery  and 
physic,  and  for  some  years  wrestled  with  all 
the  miseries  of  indigence ;  which,  however, 
he  and  his  wife  had  borne  with  the  most  ex- 
emplary resignation.  At  length,  by  dint  of 
unwearied  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession, which  he  exercised  with  equal  hu- 
manity and  success,  he  had  acquired  a  tole- 
rable share  of  business  among  the  farmers 
and  common  people,  which  enabled  him  to 
live  in  a  decent  manner.  He  had  been  scarce 
ever  seen  to  smile  ;  was  unaffectedly  pious  ; 
and  all  the  time  he  could  spare  from  the 
evocations  of  his  employment,  he  spent  in 
educating  his  daughter,  and  in  studying  for 
his  own  improvement.  In  short,  the  adven- 
turer Fathom  was,  under  the  name  of  Grieve, 
universally  respected  among  the  commonalty 
of  tiiia  district,  as  a  prodigy  of  learning  and 
virtue.  These  particulars  I^earned  from  the 
vicar,  when  we  quitted  the  room,  that  they 
might  be  under  no  restraint  in  their  mutual 
2tfusions.  I  make  no  doubt  that  Grieve  will 
be  pressed  to  leave  off  business,  and  reunite 
liimself  to  the  count's  family  ;  and  as  the 
countess  seemed  extremely  fond  of  his  daugh- 
'.ei,  she  will,  in  all  probability,  insist  upon 
Serafina's  accompanying  her  to  Scotland. 


Having  paid  our  compliments  to  these  nc« 
ble  persons,  we  returned  to  the  squire's, 
where  we  expected  an  invitation  to  pass  the 
night,  which  was  wet  and  raw  ;  but,  it  seems 
Squire  Burdock's  hospitality  reached  not  so 
far  for  the  honour  of  Yorkshire  :  we  there- 
fore departed  in  the  evening,  and  lay  at  an 
inn,  where  1  caught  cold. 

In  hope  of  riding  it  down  before  it  could 
take  fast  hold  on  my  constitution,  I  resolved 
to  visit  another  relation,  one  Mr  Pimpernel, 
who  lived  about  a  dozen  miles  from  tho 
place  where  we  lodged.  Pimpernel,  being 
the  youngest  of  four  sons,  was  bred  an  attor- 
ney at  Furnival's  Inn  :  but  all  his  elder  brothers 
dying,  he  got  himself  called  to  the  bar  for 
the  honour  of  his  family ;  and,  soon  after 
this  preferment,  succeeded  to  his  father's 
estate,  which  was  very  considerable.  He 
carried  home  with  him  all  the  knavish  chica- 
nery of  the  lowest  pettifogger,  together  with 
a  wife  whom  he  had  purchased  of  a  dray- 
man for  twenty  pounds  :  and  he  soon  found 
means  to  obtain  a  dedimus  as  an  acting 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  not  only  a  sor- 
did miser  in  his  disposition  ;  but  his  avarice 
is  mingled  with  a  spirit  of  despotism,  which 
is  truly  diabolical.  He  is  a  brutal  liusband, 
an  unnatural  parent,  a  harsh  master,  an  op- 
pressive landlord,  a  litigious  neighbour,  and 
a  partial  magistrate.  Friends  he  has  none  ; 
and  in  point  of  hospitality  and  good  breeding, 
our  cousin  Burdock  is  a  prince  m  comparison 
with  this  ungracious  miscreant,  whose  house 
is  the  lively  representation  of  a  jail.  Our 
reception  was  suitable  to  the  character  I  have 
sketched.  Had  it  depended  upon  the  wife, 
we  should  have  been  kindly  treated.  She  is 
really  a  good  sort  of  woman,  in  spite  of  her 
low  original,  and  well  respected  in  the 
county ;  but  she  has  not  interest  enough  in 
her  own  house  to  command  a  draught  of  ta- 
ble beer,  far  less  to  bestow  any  kind  of  edu- 
cation on  her  children,  who  run  about  like 
ragged  colts  in  a  state  of  nature.  Pox  on 
him  !  he  is  such  a  dirty  fellow,  that  I  have 
not  patience  to  prosecute  the  subject. 

By  the  time  we  reached  Harrowgate,  I 
began  to  be  visited  by  certain  rheumatic 
symptoms.  The  Scotch  lawyer,  Mr  Mickle- 
whimmen,  recommended  a  hot-bath  of  these 
waters  so  earnestly,  that  I  was  over-persuad- 
ed to  try  the  experiment.  He  had  used  it 
often  with  success,  and  always  staid  an  hour 
in  the  bath,  which  was  a  tub  filled  with  Har- 
rowgate water,  heated  for  the  purpose.  If  I 
could  hardly  bear  the  smell  of  a  single  turn- 
bier  when  cold,  you  may  guess  how  my  nose 
was  regaled  by  the  steams  arising  from  a  hot- 
bath  of  the  same  fluid.  At  night  I  was 
conducted  into  a  dark  hole  on  the  ground- 
floor,  where  tbe  tub  smoked  and  stunk  like 
the  pnt  of  Acheron  in  one  corner,  and  in  an- 
other stood  a  dirty  bed,  provided  with  tiiick 
ilankets,  in  which  I  was  to  sweat,  aftei 
coming  out  of  the  bath.     My  heart  seemed 
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lo  die  witluu  me,  when  I  entered  this  dismal 
bafrnio,  and  found  my  hrain  assaulted  hy  sucii 
insurterabie  clHuvia.  I  cursed  Micklewhini- 
nien  fur  not  considerinj»  jiat  my  orjjans  were 
formed  on  this  side  tiie  Tweed ;  but  beinnr 
ashamed  to  recoil  upon  t\.e  tiireshold,  I  sub- 
mitted to  the  process. 

After  liavinir  endured  aU  but  real  suffoca- 
tion for  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  tlie 
tub,  I  was  moved  to  tiie  bed,  and  wrapped  in 
blankets.  Tliere  I  lay  a  full  liour,  pantinec 
with  intolerable  heat ;  but  not  tlic  least 
moisture  appearing  on  my  skin,  I  was  ear- 
ned to  my  own  chamber,  and  passed  the 
night  witliout  closing  an  eye,  in  such  a  flut- 
ter of  spirits  as  rendered  me  the  most  mis- 
erable wretcli  in  being.  I  sliould  certainly 
liave  run  distracted,  if  the  rarefaction  of  my 
slood,  occasioned  by  that  Stygian  bath,  had 
.lot  burst  the  vessels,  and  produced  a  vio- 
lent hemorrhage,  wliicli,  though  dreadful  and 
alarming,  removed  tlie  horrible  disquiet.  I 
lost  two  pounds  of  blood  and  more  on  this 
occasion,  and  find  myself  still  weak  and  lan- 
guid :  but,  I  believe,  a  little  exercise  will 
forward  my  recovery  ;  and  therefore  I  am 
resolved  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  York,  in 
my  way  to  Scarborough,  where  I  propose  to 
brace  up  my  fibres  by  sea-bathing,  which  I 
know  is  one  of  your  favourite  specifics. 
There  is,  however,  one  disease,  for  which 
you  have  found  as  yet  no  specific,  and  that 
is  old  age,  of  whicli  this  tedious  unconnect- 
ed epistle  is  an  infallible  symptom.  What, 
therefore,  cannot  be  cured,  must  be  endured, 
bv  you,  as  well  as  by  yours, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Harrowgate,  Ju?ie  2G. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 

Dear  K.mgiit, — The  manner  of  living  at 
Plarrowgate  was  so  agreeable  to  my  dispo- 
eition,  that  I  left  the  place  with  some  regret. 
Our  sunt  Tabby  would  have  probably  made 
some  objection  to  our  departing  so  soon,  had 
not  an  accident  embroiled  her  with  Mr 
Micklewiiimmen,  the  Scotch  advocate,  on 
whose  heart  she  had  been  practisinor,  from 
the  second  day  after  our  arrival.  That  ori- 
ginal, thougij  seemingly  precluded  from  the 
use  of  his  limbs,  had  turned  his  genius  to 
good  account.  Insliort,  by  dint  of  groaning 
and  whining,  he  had  excited  the  compassion 
of  the  company  so  effectually,  that  an  old 
lady,  w  ho  occupied  the  very  best  apartment 
in  the  house,  gave  it  up  for  his  ease  and  con- 
venience. Wlien  his  man  led  him  into  tlie 
long-room,  all  the  females  were  immediately 
in  commotion  : — one  set  an  elbow-chair  ;  an- 
other shook  up  the  cushion  ;  a  third  brought 
c  stool  ;  and  a  fourth  a  pillow,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  his  feet.  Two  ladies  (of 
wl  om   Tabby  was    always   one)    supported 


him  into  the  dining-room,  and  pliiced  him 
promptly  at  the  table  ;  and  his  taste  was  in- 
dulged with  a  succession  of  delicacies,  culU 
ed  by  their  fair  hands.  All  this  attention 
he  repaid  with  a  prot'iision  of  compliments 
and  benedictions,  which  were  not  the  lees 
jigreeable  for  being  delivered  in  the  Scottish 
dialect.  As  for  Mrs  Tabitha,  his  respects 
were  particularly  addressed  to  her ;  and  he  did 
not  fail  to  mingle  them  with  religious  reflec- 
tions, touching  free  grace,  knowing  her  bias 
to  methodisiu,  which  lie  also  professed  upon  a 
calvanistical  model. 

For  my  j)art,  I  could  not  help  thinking 
this  lawyer  was  not  such  an  invalid  as  he 
l)retended  to  be.  I  observed  he  cat  very 
heartily  three  times  a-day  ;  and  though  his 
bottle  was  marked  stomachic  tincture,  he 
had  recourse  to  it  so  ot'tcn,  and  seemed  to 
swallow  it  with  such  peculiar  relish,  that  I 
suspected  it  was  not  compounded  in  the 
apothecary's  shop,  or  the  chemist's  labora- 
tory. One  day,  while  he  was  earnest  in  dis- 
course with  Mrs  Tabilha,  and  his  servant  had 
gone  out  on  some  occasion  or  other,  I  dex- 
terously exchanged  the  labels  and  situation 
of  his  bottle  and  mine  ;  and  having  tasted 
his  tincture,  found  it  was  excellent  claret. 
I  forthwith  handed  it  about  to  some  of  my 
neighbours,  and  it  was  quite  emptied  before 
Mr  Micklewiiimmen  had  occasion  to  repeat 
his  draught.  At  length,  turning  about,  he 
took  hold  of  my  bottle  instead  of  his  own  ; 
and,  filling  a  large  glass,  drank  to  tlie  health 
of  Mrs  Tabitiia.  It  had  scarce  touched  hJs 
lips,  when  he  perceived  the  change  that  had 
been  put  upon  him  ;  and  was  at  first  a  little 
out  of  countenance.  He  seemed  to  retire 
within  himself,  in  order  to  deliberate,  and  in 
half  a  minute  his  resolution  was  taken  :  ad- 
dressing himself  to  our  quarter,  "  I  give  the 
gentleman  credit  for  his  wit,"  said  he  ;  "  it 
was  a  gude  ]jractical  joke :  but  sometimes 
hi  joci  in  stria  ducunt  mala.  I  hope,  ibr 
his  own  sake,  he  has  na  drank  all  the  lic- 
cor :  for  it  was  a  vara  poortul  infusion  of 
jalap  in  Bourdeaux  wine  ;  and  it's  possible 
he  may  ha  ta'en  sic  a  dose  as  will  produce  a 
terrible  catastrophe  in  his  ain  booels." 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  contents 
had  fallen  to  the  share  of  a  young  clothier 
from  Leeds,  who  had  come  to  make  a  figure 
at  Harrowgate,  and  was,  in  effect,  a  great 
coxcomb  in  his  way.  It  was  with  a  view  to 
laugh  at  his  fellow-guests,  as  well  as  to  mor- 
tify the  lawyer,  that  he  had  emptied  the  bot- 
tle, when  it  came  to  his  turn,  and  lie  had 
laughed  accordingly  :  but  now  his  mirth  gave 
way  to  his  apprehension.  He  began  to  spit, 
to  make  wry  laces,  and  writhe  himself  into 
various  contortions.  "  Damn  the  stuff,"  cried 
he,  "  I  though  it  had  a  villainous  twang — 
pah !  he  that  would  coeen  a  Scot,  mun  get 
cop  beti"ies,  and  take  old  Scratch  for  h:8 
counsellor."  "In  troth,  Mester  what  d'ye 
ca'um,     :'jplied  the  lawyer,  "  vour  wit  has 
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run  you  into  a  filthy  puddle — I'm  truly  con- 
Barned  for  your  waeful  case.  The  best  ad- 
vice I  can  give  you  in  sic  a  dilemma,  is  to 
eend  an  express  to  Rippon  for  Dr  Waugh 
without  delay ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  swal- 
low all  the  oil  and  butter  you  can  find  in  the 
hoose,  to  defend  your  poor  stomach  and  in- 
tastines  from  the  villication  of  tlie  particles 
of  the  jallap,  which  is  vera  violent,  even 
when  taken  in  moderation." 

Tlie  poor  clothier's  torments  had  already 
begun  :  he  retired,  roaring  with  pain,  to  his 
own  chamber;  the  oil  was  swallowed,  and 
the  doctor  sent  for ;  but  before  he  arrived, 
the  miserable  patient,  had  made  such  dis- 
charges upwards  and  downwards,  that  no- 
thing remained  to  ghe  him  farther  offence: 
and  this  double  evacuation  was  produced  by 
imagination  alone ;  for  what  he  had  drank 
was  genuine  wine  of  Bordeaux,  which  the 
lawyer  Jiad  brought  from  Scotland  for  his 
own  private  use.  The  clothier,  finding  the 
Joke  turn  out  so  expensive  and  disagreeable, 
cjuitted  the  house  next  morning,  leaving  the 
triumph  to  Micklewhimmen,  who  enjoyed  it 
internally,  without  any  signs  of  outward  ex- 
ultation ;  on  the  contrary,  he  affected  to  pity 
the  young  man  for  what  he  had  suffered,  and 
acquired  fresh  credit  from  tliis  show  of  mo- 
deration. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  the  night  which 
Eucceeded  this  adventure,  that  the  vent  of 
the  kitchen-chimney  being  foul,  the  soot  took 
fire,  and  the  alarm  was  given  in  a  dreadful 
manner.  Every  body  leaped  naked  out  of 
bed,  and  in  a  minute  the  whole  house  was 
filled  with  cries  and  confusion.  There  were 
tv/o  stairs  in  the  house,  and  to  these  we 
naturally  ran  ;  but  they  were  both  so  blocked 
up,  by  the  people  pressing  one  upon  another, 
tliat  it  seemed  impossible  to  pass  without 
throwing  down  and  trampling  upon  the  wo- 
nien.  In  the  midst  of  this  anarchy,  Mr 
Micklewhimmen,  with  a  leathern  portman- 
teau on  his  back,  came  running  as  nimbly 
as  a  buck  "along  the  passage  ;  and  Tabby,  in 
her  under  petticoat,  endeavouring  to  hook 
liim  under  the  arm,  that  she  might  escape 
through  his  protection,  he  very  fairly  pushed 
her  down,  crying,  ♦'  Na,  na,  gude  faith,  cha- 
rity begins  at  harne  !"  Without  paying  the 
least  respect  to  the  shrieks  and  entreaties 
of  his  female  friends,  he  charged  through 
the  midst  of  the  crowd,  overturning  every 
thing  that  opposed  him,  and  actually  fought 
Ills  way  to  the  bottom  of  tlie  stair-case.  By 
this  time  Clinker  had  found  a  ladder,  by 
which  he  entered  the  window  of  my  uncle's 
chamber,  where  our  family  was  assembled, 
and  proposed  that  wo  should  make  our  exit 
successively  by  that  conveyance.  The  squire 
exhorted  Iiis  sister  to  begin  the  descent,  but 
before  she  could  resolve,  her  woman,  Mrs 
Winifred  Jenkins,  in  a  transport  of  terror, 
ihrew  lierself  out  at  the  window  upon  the 
ladder    while  Humphry  dropped  upon  tlie 


ground,  that  he  miglit  receive  her  in  her  de- 
scent.  This  maiden  was  just  as  she  had 
started  out  of  bed,  tlie  moon  shone  vrry 
bright,  and  a  fresh  breeze  of  wind  blow.no', 
none  of  Mrs  Winifred's  beauties  could  pos- 
sibly escape  the  view  of  the  fortunate  Clink- 
er, whose  heart  was  not  able  to  withstand 
the  united  force  of  so  many  charms  ;  at  least, 
I  am  much  mistaken  if  he  has  not  been  her 
humble  slave  from  that  moment.  He  re- 
ceived her  in  iiis  arms,  and,  giving  her  hia 
coat  to  protect  her  from  the  weather,  as- 
cended again  with  admirable  dexterity. 

At  that  instant,  tlie  landlord  of  the  house 
called  out,  with  an  audible  voice,  that  the 
fire  was  extinguished,  and  the  ladies  had 
nothing  farther  to  fear  :  this  was  a  welcome 
note  to  the  audience,  and  produced  an  im- 
mediate effect;  the  shrieking  ceased,  and  a 
confused  sound  of  expostulation  ensued.  I 
conducted  Mrs  Tabitha  and  my  sister  to  their 
own  chamber,  where  Liddy  fainted  away, 
but  was  soon  brought  to  herself.  Then  I 
went  to  offer  my  service  to  the  other  ladies, 
who  might  want  assistance.  They  were  all 
scudding  through  the  passage  to  their  several 
apartments:  and  as  the  thoroughfare  was  light- 
ed  by  two  lamps,  I  had  a  pretty  good  obser- 
vation of  them  in  their  transit ;  but  as  most 
of  them  were  naked  to  the  smock,  and  all 
their  heads  shrouded  in  huge  night-caps, 
I  could  not  distinguish  one  face  from  ano- 
ther, though  I  recognized  some  of  their 
voices.  These  were  generally  plaintive ; 
some  wejit,  some  scolded,  and  some  prayed. 
I  lifted  up  one  poor  old  gentlewoman,  who 
had  been  overturned  and  sore  bruised  by  a 
multitude  of  feet ;  and  this  was  also  the  case 
with  the  lame  parson  from  Northumberland, 
whom  Micklewhimmen  had  in  his  passage 
overthrown,  though  not  with  impunity  ;  for 
the  cripple,  in  falling,  gave  him  such  a  good 
pelt  in  the  head  with  Iiis  crutch,  that  the 
blood  followed. 

As  for  the  lawyer,  he  waited  below  till  tho 
hurly-burly  was  over,  and  then  stole  softly 
to  his  own  chamber,  from  whence  he  did  not 
venture  to  make  a  second  sally  till  eleven  in 
the  forenoon,  when  he  was  led  into  the  public 
room  by  his  own  servant  and  another  assist- 
ant,  groaning  most  wofully,  with  a  bloody 
napkin  round  his  head.  But  things  were 
greatly  altered.  The  selfish  brutality  of  his 
behaviour  on  the  stairs  had  steeled  their 
hearts  against  all  his  arts  and  address.  No* 
a  soul  ofiered  to  accommodate  him  with  a 
chair,  cushion,  or  footstool ;  so  that  he  was 
obliged  to  sit  down  on  a  hard  wooden  bench. 
In  that  position  he  looked  around  with  a 
rueful  aspect,  and,  bowing  very  low,  said,  in 
a  whining  tone,  "  Your  most  humble  servant, 
ladies — fire  is  a  dreadful  calamity."  "  Fire 
purifies  gold,  and  it  tries  friendship,"  cied 
Mrs  Tabitha,  bridling.  "  Yea,  madam,"  re- 
plied Micklewhimmen,  ''and  it  trieth  discre- 
tion also."     "  If  discretion  consists  in  for- 
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^okiiifT  a  friend  in  adversity,  you  are  enu- 
nenliy  possessed  of  that  virtue,"  resumed 
our  aunt.  "  Na,  madam,"  rejoined  tiie  ad- 
vocate, "  well  I  wot  J  cannot  claim  any 
merit  from  the  mode  of  my  retreat.  Ye'll 
please  to  observe,  ladies,  tlicre  are  twa  inde- 
pendent principles  tiiat  actuate  our  nature. 
One  is  instinct,  whicii  we  have  in  common 
with  the  brute  creation,  and  the  oilier  is 
reason.  Noo,  in  certain  great  emergencies, 
wiien  the  faculty  of  reason  is  suspended, 
instinct  takes  the  lead  ;  and,  when  this  pre- 
dominates, having  no  alfmity  with  reason,  it 
pays  no  soit  of  regard  to  its  connections  ;  it 
only  operates  for  the  preservation  of  the 
individual,  and  tiiat  by  the  most  expeditious 
and  effectual  means  :  therefore,  begging  your 
pardon,  ladies,  I'm  no  accountable,  i?i  foro 
conscientiee,  for  what  I  did,  while  under  the 
'Jifluence  of  this  irresistible  pooer." 

Here  my  uncle  interposed, — "  I  should  be 
glad  to  know,"  said  he,  "whether  it  was 
instinct  that  prompted  you  to  retreat  with 
bag  and  baggage  ;  for,  I  think,  you  had  % 
portmanteau  on  your  shoulder."  The  law- 
yer answered,  without  hesitation,  "  Gif  I 
might  tell  my  mind  freely,  without  incurring 
the  suspicion  of  presumption,  I  should  think 
It  was  something  superior  to  either  reason 
or  instinct,  which  suggested  that  measure, 
and  this  on  a  tv.afald  account :  in  the  first 
place,  the  portmanteau  contained  the  wri- 
tings of  a  worthy  nobleman's  estate  ;  and 
their  being  burnt  would  have  occasioned  a 
loss  that  could  not  be  repjiired  :  secondlj', 
my  good  angel  seems  to  have  laid  the  port- 
mantle  on  my  shoulders,  by  way  of  defence, 
to  sustain  the  violence  of  a  most  inhuman 
blow  from  the  crutch  of  a  reverend  clergy- 
man ;  which,  even  in  spite  of  that  medium, 
hath  wounded  me  sorely,  even  unto  the 
pericranium."  "  By  your  own  doctrine," 
cried  the  parson,  who  chanced  to  be  present, 
"  I  am  not  accountable  for  the  blow,  which 
was  the  effect  of  instinct."  "  I  crave  your 
pardon,  reverend  sir,"  said  the  other,  "  in- 
stinct never  acts  but  for  the  preservation  of 
the  individual ;  but  your  preservation  was 
out  of  the  case — you  had  already  received 
the  damage ;  and  therefore  the  blow  must  be 
imputed  to  revenge,  which  is  a  sinful  pas- 
sion, that  ill  becomes  any  Christian,  espe- 
cially a  protcstant  divine ;  and,  let  me  tell 
you,  most  reverend  doctor,  gin  I  had  a  mind 
to  plea,  the  law  would  hauld  my  libel  rele- 
vant." "  Why,  the  damage  is  pretty  equal 
on  both  sides,"  cried  the  parson  ;  your  head 
is  broke,  and  my  crutch  is  snapped  in  the 
middle — now,  if  you  repair  the  one,  I  will 
bo  at  the  expense  of  curing  the  other." 

This  sally  raised  the  laugh  against  Mickle- 
whimrnen,  who  began  to  look  grave  ;  when 
rny  uncle,  in  order  to  change  the  discourse, 
observed,  that  instinct  had  been  very  kind  to 
him  in  another  respect ;  for  it  had  restored 
lo  him  the  uf9.  of  his  limbs,  which,  in  his 
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exit,  he  had  moved  with  surprising  ngiiity 
He  roi)lied,  that  it  was  the  nature  of  loar  to 
brace  up  the  nerves ;  and  menticned  some 
surjirising  feats  of  strength  and  activity  per- 
formed by  persons  under  the  impulse  of  ter- 
ror;  but  he  complained,  tiiat,  in  his  own 
particular,  the  eflects  had  ceased  when  the 
cause  was  taken  away.  The  squire  said  he 
would  lay  a  tea-drinking  on  his  head,  that  he 
should  dance  a  ycotcli  measure,  without 
making  a  false  step;  and  the  advocate,  grin- 
ning, called  for  the  jiipcr.  A  fiddler  being 
at  hand,  this  original  started  up,  with  his 
bloody  napkin  over  his  black  tie-jieriwig,  and 
acquitted  himself  in  sucii  a  manner,  as  ex- 
cited the  mirth  of  the  whole  company  ;  but 
he  could  not  regain  the  good  graces  of  jMrs 
Tabby,  who  did  not  understaml  the  principle 
of  instinct;  and  the  lawyer  did  not  tliink  it 
worth  his  while  to  proceed  to  further  demon- 
stration. 

From  Harrowgate  we  came  hither,  by  the 
way  of  York  ;  and  here  we  shall  tarry  some 
days,  as  my  uncle  and  Tabilha  arc  botli   re- 
solved  to  make  use  of  the  waters.     Scarbo- 
rough, though   a  paltry  town,  is   romantic, 
from  its  situation  along  a  cliff  that  overhangs 
the  sea.     The  harbour  is  formed  by  a  smali 
elbow  of  land  that  runs  out  as  a  natural  mole, 
directly  opposite  to  tlic  town  ;  and  on  that 
side  is  the  castle,  which  stands  very  high,  of 
considerable  extent,  and,  before  the   inven- 
tion of  gunpowder,  was  counted  impregna- 
ble.    At  the  other  end  of  Scarborough  are 
two  public  rooms,  for  the  use  of  the  company 
wlio  resort  to  this  place  in  the  summer,  to 
drink  the  waters,  and  bathe  in  the  sea ;  and 
the  diversions  arc  pretty  much  on  the  same 
f  jofing  here  as  at  Bath.     The  Spa  is  a  little 
way  beyond  the  town,  on  this  side,  under  a 
cliff,  within  a  few   paces  of  the  sea;  and 
thither  the  bathers  go  every  morning  in  dis- 
habille ;  but  the  descent  is  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  steps,  whicli  invalids  find  very  incon- 
venient.    Betwixt  the  well  and  the  harbour, 
the  bathing  machines  arc  ranged  along  the 
beach,  with  all  their  proper  utensils  and  at- 
tendants. You  have  never  seen  one  of  these 
machines.     Image  to  yourself,  a  small,  snug, 
wooden   chamber,  fixed   upon  a  wheel-car- 
riage, having  a  door  at  each  end,  and,  on 
each  side,  a  little  window  above,  and  a  bench 
below.  The  bather,  ascending  into  this  apart- 
ment by  wooden  ste|)s,  shuts  himself  in,  and 
begins  to  undress  ;  while  the  attendant  yokes 
a  horse  to  the  end  next  the  sea,  and  draws 
the  carriage  forwards,  till  the  surface  of  the 
water  is  on  a  level  with  the  floor  of  the  dress- 
ing-room ;  then  he  moves  and  fixes  the  horse 
to  the  other  end.     Tiie  person  within,  being 
stripped,    opens   the    door   to  the  seaward 
where  he  finds  the  guide  ready,  and  plunges 
headlong  into  the  water.  After  having  bathed, 
he  reascends  into  the  apartment  by  the  steps 
which  had  been  shifted  for  that  purpoi^e,  and 
puts  on  his  clothes  at  his  leisure,  while  tha 
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earriajje  is  draw-,  back  agfain  upon  the  dry 
land;  eo  that  he  has  nothing  further  to  do 
but  to  open  tlie  door  and  come  down  as  he 
went  ip;  should  he  be  so  weak  or  ill  as  to 
require  a  servant  to  put  oti  and  on  his  clothes, 
diere  is  room  enough  in  the  apartment  for 
half  a  dozen  people.  The  guides  who  attend 
the  ladies  in  the  water  are  of  their  own  se.x ; 
and  they  and  the  female  bathers  have  a  dress 
of  flannel  for  the  sea ;  nay,  they  are  provided 
with  other  conveniences  for  the  support  of 
decorum.  A  certain  number  of  the  machines 
are  fitted  with  tilts,  that  project  from  the 
seaward  ends  of  them,  so  as  to  screen  the 
bathers  from  the  view  of  all  persons  what- 
soever. The  beach  is  admirably  adapted  for 
this  practice,  the  descent  being  gently  gra- 
dual, and  the  sand  soft  as  velvet;  but  then 
the  machines  can  be  used  only  at  a  certain 
time  of  the  tide,  which  varies  every  day ;  so 
that  sometimes  the  bathers  are  obliged  to 
.'ise  very  early  in  the  morning.  For  my  part, 
i  love  swimming  as  an  exercise,  and  can  en- 
joy it  at  all  times  of  the  tide,  without  the 
formality  of  an  apparatus.  You  and  I  have 
often  plunged  together  into  the  Isis ;  but  the 
eea  is  a  much  more  noble  bath,  for  health  as 
well  as  pleasure.  You  cannot  conceive  what 
a  tiow  of  spirits  it  gives,  and  how  it  braces 
every  sinew  of  the  human  frame.  Were  I 
to  enumerate  half  the  diseases  which  are 
every  day  cured  by  sea-bathing,  you  might 
justly  say  you  had  received  a  treatise,  instead 
of  a  letter,  from  your  affectionate  friend  and 
servant,  J.  MELFORD. 

Scarborough,  July  4. 


To  Dr.  Lewis. 

1  have  not  found  all  the  benefit  I  expected 
at  Scarborough,  where  I  have  been  these  eight 
days.  From  Harrowgate  we  came  hither  by 
the  way  of  York,  where  we  staid  only  one 
day,  to  visit  the  castle,  the  minster,  and  the 
assembly  room.  The  first,  which  was  here- 
tofore a  fortress,  is  now  converted  into  a 
prison,  and  is  the  best,  in  all  respects,  I  ever 
saw,  at  home  or  abroad.  It  stands  in  a  high 
situation,  extremely  well  ventilated,  and  has 
a  spacious  area  within  the  walls,  for  the 
health  and  convenience  of  all  the  prisoners, 
except  those  whom  it  is  necessary  to  secure 
in  close  confinement.  Even  these  last  have 
all  the  comforts  that  the  nature  of  their  situ- 
ation can  admit  of.  Here  the  assizes  are 
held,  in  a  range  of  buildings  erected  for  that 
purpose. 

As  for  the  minster,  I  know  not  how  to  dis- 
tinguish it,  except  by  its  great  size  and  the 
height  of  its  spire,  from  those  ether  ancient 
churches  in  different  parts  of  the  kinfjdom, 
wnich  used  to  be  called  monuments  of  Gothic 
architecture ;  but  it  is  now  agreed  that  this 
ityle  is  Saracen  rather  than  Gothic,  and,  I 
suppose,  it  was  first  imported  into  England 


from  Spain,  greai  part  of  which  was  iind^i 
the  dominion  of  tne  JNIoors.  Those  Britisa 
architects  who  adopted  this  style  don't  seera 
to  have  considered  the  propriety  of  their 
adoption.  The  climate  of  the  country  pos- 
sessed by  the  Moors  or  Saracens,  both  in 
Africa  and  Spain,  was  so  exceedingly  bol 
and  dry,  that  those  who  built  places  of  wor- 
ship for  the  multitude  employed  their  talents 
in  contriving  edifices  that  should  be  cool; 
and,  for  this  purpose,  nothing  could  be  better 
adapted  than  those  buildings,  vast,  narrow, 
dark  and  lofty,  impervious  to  the  sun-beams, 
and  having  little  communication  with  the 
scorched  external  atmosphere;  but  ever  af- 
fording a  refreshing  coolness,  like  subterra- 
nean cellars  in  the  heats  of  summer,  or 
natural  caverns  in  the  bowels  of  huge  moun- 
tains. But  nothing  could  be  more  prepos- 
terous than  to  imitate  such  a  mode  of  archi- 
tecture in  a  country  like  England,  where 
the  climate  is  cold,  a. id  the  air  eternally 
loaded  with  vapours,  and  where,  of  conse- 
quence, the  builder's  intention  should  be  to 
keep  the  people  dry  and  warm.  For  my 
part,  I  never  entered  the  abbey-church  at 
Bath  but  once,  and,  the  moment  I  stepped 
over  the  threshold,  1  found  myself  chilled  to 
the  very  marrow  of  my  bones.  When  we 
consider  that,  in  our  churches  in  general,  we 
breathe  a  gross  stagnated  air,  surcharged 
with  damps  from  vaults,  tombs,  and  charnel- 
houses,  may  we  not  term  them  so  many  mag- 
azines of  rheums,  created  for  the  benefit  of 
the  medical  faaulty ;  and  safely  aver,  that 
more  bodies  are  lost  than  souls  saved  by  go- 
ing to  church,  in  the  winter  especially,  which 
may  be  said  to  engross  eight  months  in  the 
year?  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  offence 
it  would  give  to  tender  consciences,  if  the 
house  of  God  was  made  more  comfortable, 
or  less  dangerous  to  the  health  of  valetudi- 
narians ;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  an  en- 
couragement to  piety,  as  well  as  the  salva- 
tion of  many  lives,  if  the  place  of  worship 
v/as  well  floored,  wainscoted,  warmed  and 
ventilated,  and  its  area  kept  sacred  from  the 
pollution  of  the  dead.  The  practice  of  bury- 
ing in  churches  was  the  effect  of  ignorant 
superstition,  influenced  by  knavish  priests, 
who  pretended  that  the  devil  could  have  no 
power  over  the  defunct,  if  he  was  interred 
in  holy  ground ;  and  this  indeed  is  the  only 
reason  that  can  be  given  for  consecrating  all 
cemeteries  even  at  this  day. 

The  external  appearance  of  an  old  cathe- 
dral cannot  be  but  displeasing  to  tlie  eye  of 
every  man  who  has  any  idea  of  propriety  or 
proportion,  even  though  he  may  be  ignorant 
of  architecture  as  a  science ;  and  the  long 
slender  spire  puts  one  in  mind  of  a  criminsl 
impaled,  with  a  sharp  stake  rising  up  through 
his  shoulder.  These  towers,  or  steeples, 
were  likewise  bor'-owed  from  the  Mahomet- 
ans, who.  having  no  bells,  used  such  mina 
rets  for  the  purpose  of  calhng  the  people  to 
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»rayers.  Tlicy  may  be  of  fartlier  use,  how- 
ever, for  making'  observations  and  signals  ; 
but  I  would  vote  for  their  being  distinct  from 
the  body  of  the  church,  because  they  serve 
only  to  make  tlie  pile  more  barbarous,  or 
Saraccnical. 

There  is  nothing  of  this  Arabic  architec- 
ture in  the  assembly-room,  whicli  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  built  upon  a  design  of  Pal- 
ladio,  and  might  be  converted  into  an  ele- 
gant place  of  worship;  but  it  is  indifferently 
contrived  for  that  sort  of  idolatry  which  is 
performed  in  it  at  present.  The  grandeur 
of  the  fane  gives  a  diminutive  elFect  to  the 
little  painted  divinities  that  are  adored  in  it ; 
and  tlie  company,  on  a  bail-niglit,  must  look 
like  an  assembly  of  fantastic  fairies,  revelling 
b)'  moon-light  among  the  columns  of  a 
Grecian  temple. 

Scarborough  seems  to  be  falling  otf  in 
point  of  reputation.  All  these  places  (Bath 
excepted)  have  their  vogue,  and  then  the 
fashion  changes.  I  am  persuaded  there  are 
fifty  spas  in  England  as  efficacious  and  salu- 
tary as  that  of  Scarborough,  though  they 
have  not  yet  risen  to  fame,  and  perhaps 
never  will,  unless  some  medical  encomiast 
should  find  an  interest  in  displaying  their 
virtues  to  the  public  view.  Bo  that  as  it 
may,  recourse  will  always  be  had  to  this 
place  for  the  convenience  of  sea-bathing, 
while  this  practice  prevails  ;  but  it  were  to 
be  wished  they  w-ould  make  the  beach  more 
accessible  to  invalids. 

I  have  here  met  with  my  old  acquaintance, 

II 1,   whom   you   have  often   hoard   me 

mention  as  one  of  the  most  original  charac- 
ters upon  earth.  I  first  knew  him  at  Venice, 
and  afterwards  saw  him  in  ditferent  parts  of 
Italy,  where  he  was  well  known  by  the 
nickname  of  Cavallo  Bianco,  from  his  ap- 
pearing always  mounted  on  a  pale  horse, 
like  Death  in  the  Revelations.  You  must 
remember  the  account  I  once  gave  you  of  a 
curious  dispute  he  had  at  Constantinople 
with  a  couple  of  Turks,  in  defence  of  the 
Christian  religion  ;  a  dispute  from  which  he 
acquired  the  epithet  of  Demonstrator.    The 

truth   is,  H 1   owns  no  reliijion  but  that 

of  nature ;  but,  on  this  occasion,  he  was 
Btimulated  to  show  his  parts,  for  the  honour 
of  his  country.  Some  years  ago,  being  in 
the  Campidoglio  at  Rome,  he  made  up  to 
the  bust  of  Jupiter,  and  bowing  very  low, 
exclaimed, in  the  Italian  language, — "  I  hope, 
sir,  if  ever  you  get  your  head  above  water 
again,  you  will  remember  that  I  paid  my  re- 
Bpects  to  you  in  your  adversity."  This  sally 
was  reported  to  the  Cardinal  Camerlcngo, 
and  by  him  laid  before  Pope  Benedict  XIV. 
who  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  address,  and  said  to  the  cardi- 
nal,— "  Those  English  heretics  think  they 
have  a  right  to  go  to  the  devil  in  their  own 
i^ay." 
Indeedi  H 1  was  the  only  Englishman 


I  ever  knew  who  had  residutiou  enough  to 
live  his  own  way  in  the  nndst  of  foreigners ; 
i\Ar,  neither  in  dress,  diet,  customs  or  con- 
versation,  did  he  deviate  one  tittle  from  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  brought  up. 
About  twelve  years  ago,  he  began  a  giro  or 
circuit,  which  he  thus  performed.  At  Na- 
ples, where  he  fixed  his  head-cjuarters,  he 
embarked  for  Marseilles,  from  whence  he 
travelled  with  a  voiturin  to  Antibes.  There 
he  took  his  passage  to  Genoa  and  Lerici  ; 
from  which  last  place  he  proceeded,  by  the 
way  of  Cambratina,  to  Pisa  and  Florence. 
After  having  halted  some  time  in  this  me- 
tropolis, he  set  out  with  a  vetturino  for 
Rome,  where  he  reposed  himself  a  few 
weeks,  and  then  continued  his  route  to  Na- 
ples, in  order  to  wait  for  the  next  opportu- 
nity of  embarkation.  Atler  having  twelve 
times  described  this  circle,  he  lately  flew  off 
at  a  tangent,  to  visit  some  trees  at  his 
country-house  in  England,  which  he  had 
planted  above  twenty  years  ago,  after  the 
plan  of  the  double  colonnade  in  the  piazza 
of  St  Peter's  at  Rome.  He  came  hither  to 
Scarborough,  to  pay  his  respects  to  his  noble 

friend  and  former  j)upil,  the  M of  G , 

and,  forgetting  that  he  is  now  turned  of  sev- 
enty,  sacrificed  so  liberally  to  Bacchus,  that 
next  day  he  was  seized  with  a  lit  of  the  apo- 
plexy, which  has  a  little  impaired  his  memory ; 
but  he  retains  all  the  oddity  of  his  character  in 
perfection,  and  is  going  back  to  Italy  by  the 
way  of  Geneva,  that  he  may  have  a  confer- 
ence with  his  friend  Voltaire,  about  giving 
the  last  blow  to  the  Christian  supersiition. 
Ho  intends  to  take  shipping  here  for  Hol- 
land or  Hamburgh :  for  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  indifference  to  him  at  what  part  of  the 
continent  he  first  lands. 

When  he  was  going  abroad  the  last  time, 
he  took  his  passage  in  a  slii]j  bound  for  Leg- 
horn, and  his  baggage  was  actually  embarked. 
In  going  down  the  river  by  water,  he  was 
(by  mistake)  put  on  board  of  another  vessel 
under  sail ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  understood 
she  was  bound  to  Petersbargh.  "  Peters- 
burgh — Petersburgh — "  said  ho,  "  I  don't 
care  if  I  go  along  with  you."  He  forthwith 
struck  a  bargain  w^ith  the  captain,  bought  a 
couple  of  shirts  of  the  mate,  and  was  safe 
conveyed  to  the  court  of  Muscovy,  from 
whence  he  travelled  by  land  to  receive  hia 
baggage  at  Leghorn.  He  is  now  more  likely 
than  ever  to  execute  a  whim  of  the  same  na- 
ture ;  and  I  will  hold  any  wager,  that,  as  he 
cannot  be  supposed  to  live  much  longer,  ac- 
cording to  the  course  of  nature,  his  exit  will 
be  as  odd  as  his  life  has  been  extrava- 
gant.* 


•  This  gentleman  crossed  the  sea  to  France, 
visited  and  coiiffrred  witli  M.  do  Voltaire  at 
Fernay,  resumed  his  old  circuit  at  fieno«,  and 
died  ill  1767,  at  tlie  house  of  Vanini  in  Florence. 
Being  taken  with  a  suppression  of  urine,  he  r»- 
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Bdi,  to  return  from  one  humourist  to  an- 
other. You  must  know  I  have  received  ben- 
efit both  from  the  chalybeate  and  the  sea, 
and  would  have  used  them  longer,  had  not 
a  most  ridiculous  adventure,  by  making  me 
the  town-talk,  obliged  me  to  leave  the  place  : 
for  I  can't  bear  the  thought  of  affording  a 
Bpectacle  to  the  multitude.  Yesterday  morn- 
ing, at  six  o'clock,  I  went  down  to  the  bath- 
ing  place,  attended  by  my  servant  Clinker, 
who  waited  on  the  beach  as  usual.  The 
wind  blowing  from  the  north,  and  the  wea- 
ther being  hazy,  the  water  proved  so  chill, 
^hat,  when  I  rose  from  my  first  plunge,  I 
could  not  help  sobbing  and  bawling  out,  from 
the  effects  of  the  cold.  Clinker,  who  heard 
my  cry,  and  saw  me  indistinctly  a  good  way 
without  the  guide,  buffeting  the  waves,  took 
it  for  granted  I  was  drowning,  and  rushing 
mto  the  sea,  clothes  and  all,  overturned  the 
guide,  in  his  hurry  to  save  his  master.  I  had 
swam  out  a  few  strokes,  when,  hearing  a 
noise,  I  turned  about,  and  saw  Clinker  (al- 
ready up  to  his  neck)  advancing  towards  m.e, 
with  all  the  wildness  of  terror  in  his  aspect. 
Afraid  he  would  get  out  of  his  depth,  I  made 
haste  to  meet  him;  when,  all  of  a  sudden, 
lie  seized  me  by  one  ear,  and  dragged  me 
bellowing  with  pain  upon  the  dry  beach,  to 
the  astonishment  of  all  the  people,  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  there  assembled. 

I  was  so  exasperated  by  the  pain  of  my 
ear,  and  the  disgrace  of  being  exposed  in 
such  an  attitude,  that,  in  the  first  transport, 
I  struck  him  down  ;  then,  running  back  into 
I  he  sea,  took  shelter  in  the  machine,  where 
iny  clothes  had  been  deposited.  I  soon  re- 
f.ollected  myself  so  far  as  to  do  justice  to 
the  poor  fellow,  who,  in  great  simplicity  of 
heart,  had  acted  from  motives  of  fidelity  and 
affection.  Opening  the  door  of  the  machine, 
which  was  immediately  drawn  on  shore,  I 
saw  him  standing  by  the  wheel,  dropping 
like  a  water-work,  and  trembling  from  head 
to  foot,  partly  from  coid,  and  partly  from  the 
dread  of  having  offended  his  master.  I 
made  my  acknowledgements  for  the  blow  he 
had  received,  assured  him  I  was  not  angry, 
and  insisted  upon  his  going  home  immedi- 
ately to  shifl  his  clothes  ;  a  command  which 

soWed,  ill  imitation  of  Pomponius  Attieus,  to 
take  himself  off  by  abstinence;  iin<l  this  reso- 
.ution  he  executed  like  an  ancient  Roman. 
He  saw  company  to  the  last,  cracked  bis 
jokes,  conversed  freely,  and  entertained  iiis 
guests  wilii  music.  Oil  the  third  day  of  bis 
fast  he  found  himself  entirely  freed  of  bis 
complaint;  but  refused  taking  sustenance. 
He  said,  the  most  disagreeable  part  of  the 
voyage  was  past,  and  be  should  be  a  cursed 
fool  indeed  to  put  about  ship  when  be  was 
just  tntering  tbe  harbour.  In  these  senli- 
ifients  bo  persisted,  -witliout  any  marks  of  af- 
fectation, and  thus  finished  bis  course  with 
»ncb  ease  and  serenity,  as  would  have  dona 
honour  to   ibe    irmest   stoic   of  antiijuity. 


he  could  hardly  find  in  his  heart  to  execute, 
so  well  disposed  was  he  to  fiirnisli  tbe  mob 
with  farther  entertainment  at  my  expense. 
Clinker's  intention  was  laudable,  without  all 
doubt ;  but,  nevertheless,  I  am  a  sufferer  by 
his  simplicity.  I  have  had  a  burning  heat, 
and  a  strange  buzzing  noise,  in  that  ear,  ever 
since  it  was  so  roughly  treated  ;  and  I  can- 
not walk  the  street  without  being  pointed 
at,  as  the  monster  that  v/as  hauled  nakea 
ashore  upon  the  beach.  Well,  I  affirm  that 
folly  is  often  more  provoking  than  knavery, 
ay,  and  more  mischievous  too  :  and  whether 
a  man  had  not  better  choose  a  sensible  rogue 
than  an  honest  simpleton,  for  his  servant,  is 
no  matter  of  doubt  with  vours, 

MATT  BRAMBLE. 
Scarborough,  July  4. 


To  Siu  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 

Dear  Wat, — We  made  a  precipitate  re- 
treat from  Scarborough,  owing  to  the  excess- 
ive delicacy  of  our  squire,  who  cannot  bear 
the  thoughts  of  being  jjrcctereunlium  digitn 
monstratus. 

One  morning,  while  he  was  bathing  in 
the  sea,  his  man  Clinker  took  it  into  his 
head  that  his  master  was  in  danger  of  drown- 
ing ;  and,  in  this  conceit,  plunging  into  ths 
water,  he  lugged  him  out  naked  on  the  beach, 
and  almost  pulled  off  his  ear  in  the  operation. 
You  may  guess  how  this  achievement  was 
relished  by  Mr  Bramble,  who  is  impatient, 
irascible,  and  has  the  most  extravagant  ideas 
of  decency  and  decoruin  in  the  economy  of 
his  own  person.  In  the  first  ebullition  of 
his  choler,  he  knocked  Clinker  down  witii 
his  fist;  but  he  afterwards  made  him  amends 
for  this  outrage;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
further  notice  of  the  people,  among  whom 
this  incident  had  made  him  remarkable,  he 
resolved  to  leave  Scarborough  next  day. 

We  set  out  accordingly  over  the  moors, 
by  the  way  of  Whitby,  and  began  our  journey 
betimes,  in  hopes  of  reaching  Stockton  that 
night ;  but  in  this  hope  we  were  disappointed. 
Li  the  afternoon,  crossing  a  deep  gutter, 
made  by  a  torrent,  the  coach  was  so  hard 
strained,  that  one  of  the  irons  which  connect 
the  frame  snapt,  and  the  leather  sling  on  the 
same  side  cracked  in  the  middle.  The  shock 
was  so  great,  that  my  sister  Liddy  struck 
her  head  against  Mrs  Tabitha's  nose  with 
such  violence,  that  the  blood  flowed  ;  and 
Win  Jenkins  was  darted  through  a  smaL 
window  in  that  part  of  the  carriage  next 
the  horses,  where  she  stuck  like  a  bawd  in 
the  pillory,  till  she  was  released  by  the  hand 
of  Mr  Bramble.  We  were  eight  miles  dis- 
tant from  any  place  where  we  could  be  sup- 
plied with  chaises,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
proceed  with  the  coach,  until  the  damage 
should  be  repaired.      Li   this    dilemma  vrc 
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dificoverod  a  blacksmith's  forrre  on  the  edge 
of  a  small  common,  about  half  a  mile  from 
•.he  scene  of  our  disaster,  and  thither  the 
postilions  made  shift  to  draw  the  carriage 
elowly,  while  the  company  walked  a-foot ; 
but  we  found  the  blacksmith  had  been  dead 
Bome  days ;  and  his  wife,  who  liad  been 
lately  delivered,  was  deprived  of  her  senses, 
inderthe  care  of  a  nurse  hired  by  the  parish. 
We  were  e.xcecdingly  mortified  at  this  dis- 
appointment, which,  however,  was  surmount- 
ed by  tlie  help  of  Humphry  Clinker,  who  is 
a  surprising  compound  of  genius  and  simpli- 
city. Finding  the  tools  of  the  defunct,  to- 
gether with  some  coals  in  the  smithy,  he 
unscrew?d  the  damaged  iron  in  a  twinkling, 
and,  kindling  a  fire,  united  the  broken  pieces 
with  equal  dexterity  and  dispatch.  While 
he  was  at  work  upon  this  operation,  the  poor 
woman  in  the  straw,  struck  with  the  well- 
known  sound  of  the  hammer  and  anvil, 
started  up,  and,  notwitlistanding  all  the 
nurse's  efforts,  came  running  into  the  smithy, 
where,  throwing  her  arms  about  Clinker's 
neck, — "Ah,  Jacob  1"  cried  she,  "  how  could 
you  leave  me  in  such  a  condition'!" 

This  incident  was  too  pathetic  to  occasion 
mirth — it  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of  all 
present.  Tiie  poor  widow  was  put  to  bed 
again  ;  and  we  did  not  leave  the  village 
without  doing  something  for  her  benefit. 
Even  Tabitha's  charity  was  awakened  on 
this  occasion.  As  for  the  tender-hearted 
Humphry  Clinker,  he  hammered  the  iron 
and  wept  at  the  same  time.  But  his  inge- 
nuity was  not  confined  to  his  own  province 
of  farrier  and  blacksmith — it  was  necessary 
to  join  the  leather  sling  which  had  been 
broke  ;  and  this  service  he  likewise  perform- 
ed, by  means  of  a  broken  awl,  which  he 
new-pointed  and  ground,  a  little  hemp  which 
he  spun  into  lingles,  and  a  few  tacks  which 
he  made  for  the  purpose.  Upon  the  whole, 
we  were  in  a  condition  to  proceed  in  little 
more  than  one  hour ;  but  even  this  delay 
obliged  us  to  pass  the  night  at  Gisborough. 
Next  day  we  crossed  the  Tecs  at  Stockton, 
which  is  a  neat,  agreeable  town  ;  and  there 
we  resolved  to  dine,  with  purpose  to  lie  at 
Durham. 

Whom  should  we  meet  in  the  yard,  when 
we  alighted,  but  Martin  the  adventurer. 
Having  handed  out  the  ladies,  and  conducted 
them  into  an  apartment,  where  lie  paid  his 
compliments  to  ^Ira  Tabby  with  his  usual 
address,  he  begged  leave  to  speak  to  my  uncle 
in  another  room  ;  and  there,  in  some  confu- 
eion,  ho  made  an  ajiology  for  having  taken 
the  liberty  to  trouble  him  with  a  letter  at 
Stevenage.  He  expressed  his  Impe,  that 
Mr  Bramble  had  bestowed  some  consideration 
on  hia  unhappy  case,  and  repeated  his  desire 
of  being  taken  into  his  service. 

My  uncle,  calling  me  into  the  room,  told 
him,  that  wo  were  both  very  well  inclined  to 
rpscu'j  him  frcm  a  way  of  life  that  was  equally 


dangerous  and  dishonourable  ;  and  that  he 
should  Inve  no  scruple  in  trusting  to  hia 
gratitude  nnd  fidelity,  if  he  li;id  any  employ- 
ment for  him  which  he  thought  would  suit 
his  qualifications  and  his  circum.'itances  ;  but 
that  all  the  departments  he  had  mentioned 
in  his  letter  were  filled  up  by  persons  of 
whose  ccmduct  he  had  no  reason  to  comfdain ; 
of  consequence  he  could  not,  without  injus- 
tice, deprive  any  one  of  them  of  his  bread. 
Nevertheless,  he  declared  himself  ready  to 
assist  him  in  any  feasible  project,  either  with 
his  purse  or  credit. 

Martin  seemed  deeply  touched  at  this 
declaration.  The  tear  started  in  his  eye, 
while  he  said,  in  a  faultcring  accent, — 
"  Worthy  sir — your  generosity  oppresses 
me — I  never  dreamed  of  troubling  you  for 
any  pecuniary  assistance — indeed  I  have  no 
occasion — I  have  been  so  lucky  at  billiards 
and  betting  at  different  places,  at  Buxton, 
Harrowgate,  Scarborough,  and  Newcastle 
races,  that  my  stock  in  ready  money  amounts 
to  three  hundred  pounds,  which  I  would 
willingly  employ  in  |)rosecuting  some  honest 
scheme  of  life  ;  but  my  friend  Justice  Buz- 
zard has  set  so  many  springs  for  my  life 
that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  eithc-  retir- 
ing  immediately  to  a  remote  part  of  the 
country,  where  I  can  enjoy  the  protection 
of  some  generous  patron,  or  of  quitting  the 
kingdom  altogether.  It  is  upon  this  alter- 
native that  I  now  beg  leave  to  ask  your  ad- 
vice. I  have  had  information  of  all  your 
route  since  I  had  the  honour  to  see  you  at 
Stevenage  ;  and,  supposing  you  would  come 
this  way  from  Scarborough,  I  came  hither 
last  night  from  Darlington  to  pay  you  my 
respects. " 

"  It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  provide 
you  with  an  asylum  in  the  country,"  replied 
my  uncle  ;  "but  a  life  of  indolence  and  ob- 
scurity would  not  suit  with  your  active  and 
enterprising  disposition.  I  would  therefore 
advise  you  to  try  your  fortune  in  the  East 
Indies.  '  I  will  give'  you  a  letter  to  a  friend 
in  London,  who  will  recommend  you  to  the 
direction,  for  a  commission  in  the  company'.s 
service;  and  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  you 
will  at  least  be  received  as  a  volunteer — in 
which  case  you  may  pay  for  your  passage, 
and  I  sha\l  undertake  to  procure  you  such 
credentials,  that  you  will  not  be  long  v.'ithout 
a  commission." 

Martin  embraced  tne  proposal  with  great 
eagerness  ;  it  was  therefore  resolved  that  he 
.should  sell  his  horse,  and  take  a  passage  by 
sea  for  London,  to  execute  the  project  with- 
out  delay.  In  the  mean  time,  he  accompa- 
nied  us  'to  Durham,  where  wo  took  up  our 
quarters  for  the  night.  Here,  being  fur- 
nished  with  letters  from  my  uncle,  he  took  hig 
leave  of  us,  with  stnmg  symptoms  of  grati- 
tude and  attachment,  and  set  out  for  Sunder- 
land, in  order  to  embark  in  the  first  collier 
bound  f-)r  the  river  Thames,     lie  hf.d  not 


sai 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


been  gone  halt'  an  hour,  when  we  were  joined 
by  anotlicr  cliaracter,  which  promised  some- 
thing extraordinary.  A  tall  meagre  figure, 
answering,  with  liis  horse,  the  description  of 
Don  Quixote  mounted  on  Rozinante,  appear- 
ed in  the  twiliglit  at  the  inn  door,  while  my 
aunt  and  Liddy  stood  at  a  window  in  the 
dining-room.  lie  wore  a  coat,  the  cloth  of 
which  had  once  been  scarlet,  trimmed  with 
Brandenburgs,  now  totally  deprived  of  their 
metal ;  and  he  liad  holster-caps  and  housing 
of  tlie  same  stuff"  and  same  antiquity.  Per- 
ceiving ladies  at  the  window  above,  he  en- 
deavoured to  dismount  with  the  most  grace- 
ful air  he  could  assume ;  but  the  ostler 
neglecting  to  Jiold  the  stirrup,  when  he 
wheeled  otf  his  right  foot,  and  stood  with 
his  whole  weight  on  the  other,  the  girth  un- 
fortunately gave  way,  tlie  saddle  turned, 
down  came  the  cavalier  to  the  ground,  and 
his  hat  and  periwig  falling  off,  displayed  a 
head-piece  of  various  colours,  patched  and 
plastered  in  a  woful  condition.  The  ladies, 
at  the  window  above,  shrieked  with  affright, 
on  the  supposition  that  the  stranger  had  re- 
ceived some  notable  damage  in  his  fall ;  but  the 
greatest  injury  he  had  sustained,  arose  from 
the  dishonour  of  his  descent,  aggravated  by 
the  disgrace  of  exposing  the  condition  of  his 
cranium ;  for  certain  plebeians  that  were 
about  the  door  laughed  aloud,  in  the  belief 
that  the  captain  had  got  either  a  scald  head, 
or  a  broken  head,  both  equally  opprobrious. 

He  forthwith  leaped  up  in  a  fury,  and 
snatching  one  of  his  pistols,  threatened  to 
put  the  ostler  to  death,  when  another  squall 
from  the  women  checked  his  resentment. 
He  then  bowed  to  the  window,  while  he  kiss- 
ed the  butt-end  of  his  pistol,  which  he  re- 
placed, adjusted  his  wig  in  great  confusion, 
and  led  his  horse  into  the  stable.  By  this 
time  I  had  come  to  the  door,  and  could  not 
iielp  gazing  at  the  strange  figure  that  pre- 
sented itself  to  my  view.  He  would  have 
measured  above  six  feet  in  height,  had  he 
stood  upright ;  but  he  stooped  very  much, 
was  very  narrow  m  the  shoulders,  and  very 
thick  in  the  calves  of  the  legs,  which  were 
cased  in  black  spatterdashes.  As  for  his 
thighs,  they  were  long  and  slender,  like  those 
of  a  grasshopper  ;  his  face  was  at  least  half 
a  yard  in  length,  orown  and  shrivelled,  with 
projecting  cheek-bones,  little  grey  eyes  on 
the  greenish  hue,  a  large  hook-nose,  a  point. 
ed  chin,  a  mouth  from  ear  to  ear,  very  ill 
furnished  with  teeth,  and  a  high  narrow 
forehead  well  farrowed  with  wrinkles.  His 
horse  was  exactly  in  the  style  of  its  rider ! 
a  resurrection  of  dry  bones,  which  (as  we 
afterwards  learned)  he  valued  exceedingly, 
a-s  the  only  present  he  had  ever  received  in 
ii'.s  life. 

Having  seen  this  favourite  steed  properly 
accommodated  in  tlie  stable,  he  sent  up  his 
L-oniphments  to  the  ladies,  begging  permiss- 
'on  to  thank  them  in  person  for  the  marks 


of  concern  they  had  shown  at  his  disaster  in 
the  court-yard.  As  the  squire  said  they 
could  not  decently  decline  his  visit,  he  waa 
shown  up  stairs,  and  paid  his  respects  in  the 
Scotch  dialect,  with  much  formality.  "La- 
dies," said  he,  "  perhaps  you  may  be  scan- 
daleezed  at  the  appearance  my  head  made 
when  it  was  uncovered  by  accident ;  but  I 
can  assure  you,  the  condition  you  saw  it 
in  is  neither  the  effects  of  disease,  nor  of 
drunkenness,  but  an  honest  scar  received  in 
the  service  of  my  country."  He  then  gave 
us  to  understand,  that,  having  been  wounded 
at  Ticonderago,  in  America,  a  party  of  In- 
dians rifled  him,  scalped  him,  broke  his  skul! 
with  the  blow  of  a  tomahawk,  and  left  him 
for  dead  on  the  field  of  battle  ;  but  that, 
being  afterwards  found  with  signs  of  life,  he 
had  been  cured  in  the  French  hospital, 
though  the  loss  of  substance  could  not  be 
repaired ;  so  that  the  skull  was  left  naked 
in  several  places,  and  these  he  covered  with 
patches. 

There  is  no  hold  by  which  an  Englishman 
is  sooner  taken  than  that  of  compassion. 
We  were  immediately  interested  in  behalf 
of  this  veteran.  Even  Tabby's  heart  waa 
melted  ;  but  our  pity  was  warmed  with  in- 
dignation, when  we  learned,  that,  in  the 
course  of  two  sanguinary  wars,  he  had  been 
wounded,  maimed,  mutilated,  taken  and  en- 
slaved,  without  ever  having  attained  a  highet 
rank  than  that  of  lieutenant.  My  uncle'3 
eyes  gleamed,  and  his  nether  lip  quivered, 
while  he  exclaimed, — "  I  vow  to  God,  sir, 
your  case  is  a  reproach  to  the  service.  The 
injustice  you  have  met  with  is  so  flagrant" — 
"  I  must  crave  your  pardon,  sir,"  cried  the 
other,  interrupting  him,  "  I  complain  of  no 
injustice.  I  purchased  an  ensigncy  thirty 
years  ago  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  service, 
rose  to  be  a  lieutenant,  according  to  my 
seniority."  "  But,  in  such  a  length  of  time, 
resumed  the  squire,  "  you  must  have  seen  a 
great  many  young  officers  put  over  your 
head."  "  IS'evertheless,"  said  he,  "  I  have 
no  cause  to  murmur, — they  bought  their  pre- 
ferment with  their  money.  I  had  no  money 
to  carry  to  market — that  was  my  misfor- 
tune ;  but  nobody  was  to  blame."  "  What! 
no  friend  to  advance  a  sum  of  money  ■*"  said  ■ 
Mr  Bramble.  "  Perhaps  I  might  have  bor- 
rowed money  for  the  purchase  of  a  com- 
pany," answered  the  other  ;  "  but  that  loan 
must  have  been  refunded ;  and  T  did  not 
choose  to  encumber  myself  with  a  debt  ot  a 
thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  from  an  income 
often  shillings  a-day."  '•  So  you  have  spent 
the  best  part  of  your  life,"  cried  Mr  Bram- 
ble, "  your  youth,  your  blood,  ant.  your  cou- 
stitution,  amidst  the  dangers,  the  difhculties, 
the  horrors,  and  hardships  of  war,  for  the? 
consideration  of  three  or  four  shillings  a-day 
— a  consideration" — "  Sir,"  replied  the  Scot, 
with  great  warmth,  "  you  are  f  lie  man  that 
dop.3  me  injustice,  if  you  say  or  think  I  havo 
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fceen  actuated  by  any  such  paltry  considera- 
tion. 1  am  a  gentleman  ;  and  entered  the 
Barvice  as  other  gentlemen  do,  with  such 
hopes  and  sentiments  as  honourable  ambi- 
tion inspires.  If  I  have  not  been  lucky  in  the 
lottery  of  life,  so  neither  do  I  think  myself 
unfortunate.  I  owe  no  man  a  farthing  ;  I  can 
always  command  a  clean  shirt,  a  mutton 
chop,  and  a  truss  of  straw  ;  and,  when  I  die, 
I  shall  leave  etfects  sufficient  to  defray  the 
expense  of  my  burial." 

-\Iv  uncle  assured  him  he  had  no  intention 
to  give  him  the  least  oflence  by  the  obser- 
vations he  had  made  ;  but,  on  tlic  contrary, 
spoke  from  a  sentiment  of  friendly  regard  to 
his  interest.  The  lieutenant  tlianked  him 
with  a  stitlncss  of  civility,  which  nettled  our 
old  gentleman,  who  perceived  that  his  mode- 
ration was  all  affected  ;  for,  whatsoever  his 
tongue  might  declare,  his  whole  appearance 
denoted  dissatisfaction.  In  short,  without 
pretending  to  judge  of  his  military  merit,  I 
think  I  may  afKrm,  tiiat  this  Caledonian  is  a 
selt'-conceitcd  pedant,  awkward,  rude  and 
disputacious.  He  has  had  the  benefit  of  a 
school  education  ;  seems  to  have  read  a  good 
number  of  books  ;  his  memory  is  tenacious, 
and  he  pretends  to  speak  several  different 
languages  ;  but  ho  is  so  addicted  to  wrang- 
ling, that  he  will  cavil  at  the  clearest  truths, 
and,  in  the  pride  of  argumentation,  attempt 
to  reconcile  contradictions.  Whether  his 
address  and  qualifications  arc  really  of  that 
stamp  which  is  agreeable  to  the  taste  of  our 
aunt  Mrs  Tabitha,  or  that  indefatigable 
maiden  is  determined  to  shoot  at  every  sort 
of  game,  certain  it  is,  she  has  begun  to  prac- 
tise upon  the  heart  of  the  lieutenant,  who 
favoured  us  with  his  company  at  supper. 

I  have  many  other  things  to  say  of  this 
man  of  war,  which  I  shall  communicate  in  a 
post  or  two.  IMeanwhile,  it  is  but  reason- 
able that  you  should  be  indulged  with  some 
respite  from  those  weary  lucubrations  of, 
yours,  J.  MELFORD. 

Newcastle  upon  Tijne,  July  10. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jesu.s 
College,  Oxon. 

Dear  Phillips, — In  my  last,  I  treated 
you  with  a  iiigli-flavoured  dish,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Scotch  lieutenant,  and  I  must  pre- 
sent him  once  more  for  your  entertainment. 
It  was  our  fortune  to  feed  upon  him  the  best 
part  of  three  days  ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that 
he  will  start  again  in  our  way  before  we 
shall  have  finished  our  northern  excursion. 
The  day  af>er  our  meeting  with  him  at  Dur- 
ham proved  so  tempestuous,  that  we  did  not 
choose  to  proceed  on  our  journey ;  and 
my  uncle  persuaded  him  to  stay  till  the 
weather  should  clear  up,  giving  him,  at  the 
same  time,  a  general  invitation  to  our  mess. 
The  man   has  certainly  gathered  a   whole 


budget  of  shrewd  observations,  but  he  bringa 
them  forth  in  such  an  ungracious  manner  as 
would  be  extremely  disgusting,  if  it  was  not 
marked  i)y  that  characteristic  oddity  which 
never  fails  to  attract  the  attention.  He  and 
Mr  Bramble  discoursed,  and  even  disputed, 
on  diltcrent  subjects  in  war,  policy,  the 
belles  lettrcs,  law  and  meta|)liysics ;  and 
sometimes  they  v.'cre  warmed  into  Buch  alter- 
cation as  seemed  to  tlin.'atcn  an  abrupt  dis- 
solution of  their  society;  but  Mr  Bramble 
set  a  guard  over  his  own  irascibility,  the 
more  vigilantly  as  the  oflicer  was  his  guest; 
and  when,  in  spite  of  all  his  ellbrts,  ho  began 
to  wax  warm,  the  other  prudently  cooled  in 
the  same  proportion. 

Mrs  Tabitha  chancing  to  accost  herbrother 
by  the  familiar  diminutive  of  Matt, — "Pray. 
sir,"  said  the  lieutenant,  "  is  your  name 
Matthias  .'"  You  must  know  it  is  one  of 
our  uncle's  foibles  to  bo  ashamed  of  his 
name,  Mattlicw,  because  it  is  puritanical ; 
and  this  question  chagrined  hiin  so  much, 
that  he  answered, — "No,  by  G — d!"  in  a 
very  abrupt  tone, of  displeasure.  The  Scot 
took  umbrage  at  the  man  nor  of  his  reply, 
and  bristling  up, — "  If  I  had  known,"  said 
he,  "  that  you  did  not  care  to  tell  your  name, 
I  should  not  have  asked  the  question.  The 
Icddy  called  you  Matt,  and  1  naturally  thought 
it  was  Matthias  ;  perhaps  it  may  be  Methuse- 
lah, or  Metrodorus,  or  Metcllus,  or  Mathuri- 

nus,  or  Malthinnus,  or  Matamorus,  or ." 

"  No,"  criod  my  uncle,  laughing,  "  it  is  nei- 
ther  of  those,  captain  ;  my  name  is  Matthew 
Bramble,  at  your  service.  The  truth  is,  I 
have  a  foolish  pique  at  the  name  of  Matthew, 
because  it  savours  of  those  canting  hypo- 
crites, who,  in  Cromwell's  time,  christened 
all  their  children  by  names  taken  from  the 
scripture."  "  A  foolish  pique,  indeed,"  cried 
Mrs  Tabby,  "  and  even  sinful,  to  fall  out 
with  your  name  because  it  is  taken  from 
holy  writ.  I  would  have  you  to  know,  you 
was  called  after  great  uncle  Matthew  ap 
Madoc  ap  Meredith,  Esquire,  of  Llanwys- 
thin,  in  Montgomeryshire,  justice  of  the 
quorum  and  crustii  rut/lcorum,  a  gentleman 
of  great  worth  and  property,  descended  in  a 
straight  line,  by  the  female  side,  from  Lle- 
wellyn, prince  of  Wales." 

This  genealogical  anecdote  seemed  to 
make  some  impression  upon  tiie  North  Bri- 
ton,  who  bowed  very  low  to  the  descendants 
of  Llewellyn,  and  observed,  that  he  himself 
had  the  honour  of  a  scriptural  nomination. 
The  lady  expressing  a  desire  of  knowing  his 
address,  he  said,  he  designed  himself  Lieu- 
tenant Obadiah  Lismahago  ;  and,  in  order  tc 
assist  her  memory,  he  presented  her  with 
a  slip  of  paper  inscribed  with  these  three 
words,  which  she  repeated  with  great  em- 
phasis,  declaring  it  was  one  cf  the  most  na. 
ble  and  sonorous  ncmes  she  liad  ever  heard 
He  observed,  that  Obadiah  was  an  adventi- 
tious   appellation,   derived   from    his   great- 
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grandfatlier,  who  had  been  one  of  the  original 
covenanters  ;  but  Lismahago  was  the  family 
Burnamc,  taken  from  a  place  in  Scotland 
BO  called.  He  likewise  dropped  some  hints 
about  the  antiquity  of  his  pedigree,  adding, 
with  a  smile  of  self-denial,  seil  genus  et 
proavos,  et  quce  non  fecimus  ipsi,  vix  ea 
nostra  voco,  which  t]uotalion  he  explained, 
in  deference  to  the  ladies  ;  and  Mrs  Tabitha 
did  not  fail  to  compliment  him  on  his  mo- 
desty, in  waiving  the  merit  of  his  ancestry ; 
adding,  that  it  was  the  less  necessary  to  him, 
as  he  had  such  a  considerable  fund  of  his 
own.  She  now  began  to  glue  herself  to  his 
favour  with  the  grossest  adulation.  She  ex- 
patiated upon  the  antiquity  and  virtues  of 
the  Scottish  nation,  upon  their  valour,  pro- 
bity, learning  and  politeness  :  she  even  de- 
scended to  encomium.s  on  his  own  personal 
address,  his  gallantry,  good  sense,  and  eru- 
dition :  she  appealed  to  her  brother,  whether 
'.he  captain  was  not  the  very  image  of  our 
cousin  Governor  Griffith.  She  discovered  a 
surprising  eagerness  to  know  the  particulars 
of  his  life,  and  asked  a  thousand  questions 
concerning  his  achievements  in  war:  all 
wliich  Mr  Lismahago  answered  with  a  sort 
of  Jesuitical  reserve  ;  affecting  a  reluctance 
to  satisfy  her  curiosity  on  a  subject  that  con- 
cerned his  own  exploits. 

By  dint  of  her  interrogations,  however, 
we  learned,  that  he  and  Ensign  Murphy  bad 
made  their  escape  from  the  French  hospital 
at  Montreal,  and  taken  to  the  woods,  in 
hope  of  reaching  some  English  settlement ; 
but,  mistaking  their  route,  they  fell  in  with 
a  party  of  Miamis,  who  carried  them  away 
in  captivity.  The  intention  of  these  Indians 
was  to  give  one  of  them  as  an  adopted  son 
to  a  venerable  sachem,  who  had  lost  his  own 
in  the  course  of  the  war,  and  to  sacrifice  the 
other,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  coun- 
try. Murphy,  as  being  the  younger  and 
handsomer  of  the  two,  was  designed  to  fill 
the  place  of  the  deceased,  not  only  as  the 
son  of  the  sachem,  but  as  the  spouse  of  a 
beautifid  squaw,  to  whom  his  predecessor 
had  been  betrothed  ;  but,  in  passing  through 
the  different  wigwams,  or  villages,  of  the 
Miarnis,  poor  Murphy  was  so  mangled  by 
the  women  and  children,  who  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  torturing  all  prisoners  in  their  pass- 
age, that,  by  the  time  they  arrived  at  the 
place  of  the  sachem's  residence,  he  was 
rendered  altogether  unfit  for  the  purposes  of 
marriage :  it  was  determined,  therefore,  in 
the  assembly  of  the  warriors,  that  Ensign 
Murphy  should  be  brought  to  the  stake,  and 
that  the  lady  should  be  given  to  Lieutenant 
liismahago,  who  had  likewise  received  his 
share  of  torments,  though  they  had  not  pro- 
duced emasculation.  A  joint  of  one  finger 
had  been  cut,  or  rather  sawed  off,  with  a 
rusty  knife ;  one  of  his  great  toes  was  crushed 
mto  a  mash  betwixt  two  stones  ;  some  of  his 
'.«eth  were  drawn  or  dug  out  v/ith  a  crooked 


nail ;  splintered  reeds  had  been  thrust  up  hir 
nostrils,  and  other  tender  parts ;  and  the 
calves  of  his  legs  had  been  blown  up  with 
mines  of  gunpowder,  dug  in  the  flesh  with 
the  sharp  point  of  the  tomahawk. 

Tlie  Indians  themselves  allowed  that  Mur- 
pliy  died  with  great  heroism,  singing,  as  hig 
death  song,  the  Drimmendoo,  in  concert  with 
Mr  Lismahago,  who  was  present  at  the  so- 
lemnity. After  the  warriors  and  the  matrons 
had  made  a  hearty  meal  upon  the  musculai 
flesh,  which  they  pared  from  the  victim,  and 
had  applied  a  great  variety  of  tortures,  which 
he  bore  without  flinching,  an  old  lady,  with 
a  sharp  knife,  scooped  out  one  of  his  eyes, 
and  put  a  burning  coal  in  the  socket.  The 
pain  of  this  operation  was  so  exquisite,  that 
lie  could  not  help  bellowing;  upon  which 
the  audience  raised  a  shout  of  exultation, 
and  one  of  the  warriors,  stealing  behind  him, 
gave  him  the  coup  de  grace  with  a  hatchet. 

Lismahago's  bride,  the  squaw  Squinkina- 
coosta,  distinguished  herself  on  this  occa- 
sion. She  showed  a  great  superiority  of 
genius,  in  the  tortures  which  she  contrived 
and  executed  with  her  own  hands  :  she  vied 
with  the  stoutest  warrior  in  eating  the  flesh 
of  the  sacrifice ;  and,  after  all  the  other 
females  were  fuddled  with  dram-drinking, 
she  was  not  so  intoxicated  but  that  she  was 
able  to  play  the  game  of  the  platter  with  the 
conjuring  sachem,  and  afterwards  go  tlirough 
the  ceremony  of  her  own  wedding,  which 
was  consummated  that  same  evening.  The 
captain  had  lived  very  happily  with  this 
accomplished  squaw  for  two  years,  during 
which  she  bore  him  a  son,  who  is  now  the 
representative  of  his  mother's  tribe  ;  but,  at 
length,  to  his  unspeakable  grief,  she  had  died 
of  a  fever,  occasioned  by  eating  too  much 
raw  bear,  which  they  had  killed  in  a  hunting 
excursion. 

By  this  time  Mr  Lismahago  was  elected 
sachem,  acknowledged  first  warrior  of  the 
Badger  tribe,  and  dignified  with  the  name  or 
epitiict  of  Occacanastaogarora,  which  signi- 
fies nimhle  as  a  ivcasle ;  but  all  these  advan- 
tages and  honours  he  was  obliged  to  resign, 
in  consequence  of  being  exchanged  for  the 
orator  of  the  community,  who  had  been 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians  that  were  in 
alliance  with  the  "English.  At  the  peace,  he 
had  sold  out  upon  half-pay,  and  was  returned 
to  Britain,  with  a  view  to  pass  tlie  rest  of 
his  life  in  his  own  country,  where  he  hoped 
to  find  some  retreat,  wlierc  his  slender  finan- 
ccs  wou.d  afford  him  a  decent  subsistence. 
Such  are  the  outlines  of  Mr  Lismahago's 
history,  to  which  Tabitlia  did  seriously  in- 
cline her  ear;  indeed,  she  seemed  to  be 
taken  witli  the  same  cliarms  that  captivated 
the  heart  of  Desdemona,  who  loved  the  Moor 
for  the  dangers  he  had  passed. 

Tiie  description  of  poor  Murphy's  suffer- 
ings,  which  threw  my  sister  Liddy  into  a 
swoon,  extracted  some  sighs  from  the  breain 
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uf  Mrs  Tiibby.  Wlien  slio  understood  he 
had  been  rendered  unlit  for  niarriiige,  slie 
began  to  spit,  and  ejaculated,  "Jesus,  wliat 
cruel  barbarians  !"  and  slie  made  wry  faces 
at  the  lady's  nuptial  re])ast ;  but  she  was 
eagerly  curious  to  know  the  particulars  of 
her  marriage  dress  ;  whether  she  wore  high- 
breasted  stays  or  boddice,  a  robe  of  silk  or 
velvet,  and  laces  of  Mechlin  or  ininionette — 
6ho  supposed,  as  tliey  were  coimected  witli 
the  French,  she  used  rouirc,  and  had  her  hair 
dressed  in  the  Parisian  t'ashion.  The  cap- 
tain would  have  declined  giving  a  categorical 
explanation  of  all  these  particulars,  observing, 
in  general,  that  the  Indians  were  too  tena- 
cious of  their  own  customs  to  adopt  the 
modes  of  any  nation  whatsoever;  lie  said, 
moreover,  that  neither  the  simplicity  of  their 
manners,  nor  the  commerce  of  their  country, 
would  admit  of  those  articles  of  luxury  which 
are  deemed  magnificence  in  Europe ;  and 
that  they  were  too  virtuous  and  sensible  to 
encourage  the  introduction  of  any  fashion 
which  might  help  to  render  them  corrupt 
and  effe;ninate. 

Theso  observations  served  only  to  inflame 
her  desire  of  knowing  the  particulars  about 
which  she  had  inquired  ;  and,  with  all  his 
evasion,  he  could  not  help  discovering  the 
following  particulars.  That  his  i)rincess  had 
neither  c.hocs,  stockings,  shift,  nor  any  kind 
of  hnen — tiiat  her  bridal  dress  consisted  of  a 
petticoat  of  red  baise,  and  a  fringed  blanket, 
fastened  about  her  shoulders  with  a  copper 
skewer;  but  of  ornaments  she  had  ^reat 
plenty — her  hair  was  curiously  plaited,  and 
interwoven  with  bobbins  of  human  bone — 
one  eye-lid  was  painted  green,  and  the  other 
yellow  ;  the  cheeks  were  blue,  the  lips  white, 
the  teeth  red,  and  there  was  a  black  list 
drawn  down  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  as 
far  as  the  tip  of  the  nose — a  couple  of  gaudy 
parrot's  feathers  were  stuck  through  the 
division  of  the  nostrils — there  was  a  blue 
Btone  set  in  the  chin — her  ear-rings  con- 
sisted of  two  pieces  of  hickory,  of  the  size 
and  shape  of  drumsticks — her  legs  and  arms 
were  adorned  with  bracelets  of  wampum — 
her  breast  glittered  with  numerous  strings 
of  glass  beads — she  wore  a  curious  pouch, 
or  pocket,  of  woven  glass,  elegantly  painted 
with  various  colours — about  her  neck  was 
Inmg  the  fresh  scalp  of  a  Mohawk  warrior, 
whom  her  deceased  lover  had  lately  slain  in 
battle — and,  finally,  she  was  anointed  from 
head  to  foot  with  bear's  grease,  which  sent 
forth  a  uiost  agreeable  odour. 

One  would  imagine  that  these  parapher- 
nalia would  not  have  been  much  admired  by 
a  modern  fine  lady  :  but  Mrs  Tabitha  was 
resolved  to  approve  of  all  the  captain's  con- 
nections. She  wished,  indeed,  the  squaw 
had  been  better  provided  with  linen  ;  but  she 
owned  there  was  much  taste  and  fancy  in 
her  ornaments  ;  she  made  no  doubt,  there- 
fore, that  JMadame  Squinkinaooosta  was  a 
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young  lady  of  good  sense  and  rare  accom- 
plishments, and  a  good  christian  at  bottom. 
Then  she  asked  whether  his  consort  had  been 
high-churcii  or  low-church,  presbytcrian  or 
anabaptist,  or  had  been  favoured  with  any 
glimmering  of  the  new  light  of  the  gospel. 
When  he  confessed  that  she  and  her  wliole 
nation  were  utter  strangers  to  the  Christian 
faith,  she  gazed  at  him  with  signs  of  aston- 
isiunent ;  and  Humphry  Clinker,  who  chanced 
to  bo  in  the  room,  uttered  a  hollow  groan. 

AHer  some  pause — "  In  the  name  of  God, 
Captain  Lismahago,"  cried  she,  "  what  reli- 
gion do  they  profess  V  "  As  to  religion, 
madam,"  answered  the  lieutenant,  "  it  is 
among  those  Indians  a  matter  of  great  sim- 
plicity— they  never  heard  of  any  alliance  be- 
tween church  and  state.  They,  in  general, 
Worship  two  contending  jirinciples  ;  one  the 
fountain  of  all  good,  the  other  the  source  of 
evil.  The  common  people  there,  as  in  other 
countries,  run  into  the  absurdities  of  super- 
stition; but  sensible  men  pay  adoration  to 
a  Supreme  Being,  who  created  and  sustains 
the  universe."  "  O  !  what  a  pity,"  exclaim- 
ed  the  pious  Tabby,  "  that  some  holy  man 
has  not  been  inspired  to  go  and  convert 
these  poor  heathens  !" 

The  lieutenant  told  her,  that,  while  he  re- 
sided  among  them,  two  French  missionaries 
arrived,  in  order  to  convert  them  to  the 
catholic  religion  ;  but  when  they  talked  of 
mysteries  and  revelations,  which  they  could 
neither  explain  nor  authenticate,  and  called 
in  the  evidence  of  miracles,  which  they  be- 
lieved upon  hearsay  ;  when  they  taught,  that 
the  Supreme  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth 
had  allowed  his  only  son,  his  own  equal  in 
power  and  glory,  to  enter  the  bowels  of  a 
woman,  to  be  born  as  a  human  creature,  to 
be  insulted,  flagellated,  and  even  cxecuteil 
as  a  malefactor;  when  they  pretended  to 
create  God  himself,  to  swallow,  digest,  re- 
vive, and  multiply  him,  ad  infinitum,  bv  the 
help  of  a  little  flour  and  water,  the  Indiana 
were  shocked  at  the  impiety  of  their  pre- 
sumption. They  were  examined  by  tiie  as- 
sembly of  the  sachems,  wlio  desired  them 
to  prove  the  divinity  of  their  mission  by  some 
miracle.  They  answered,  that  it  was  not  in 
their  power.  "If  you  were  really  sent  by 
heaven  for  our  conversion,"  said  one  of  the 
sachems,  *'  you  would  certainly  have  some 
supernatural  endowments,  at  least  you  would 
have  the  gift  of  tongues,  in  order  to  explain 
your  doctrine  to  the  different  nations  among 
which  you  are  employed  ;  but  you  are  so  ig- 
norant of  our  language,  that  you  cannot  ex- 
press yourselves  even  on  the  most  trifling 
subjects." 

In  a  word,  the  assembly  were  convinced 
of  their  being  cheats,  and  even  suspected 
them  of  being  spies  :  they  ordered  them  a 
bag  of  Indian  corn  a-piece,  and  appointed  a 
guide  to  conduct  them  to  tlie  frontiers  ;  bi;t 
the  missionaries.  ha\ing  more  zeal  than  dis 
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cretion,  refused  to  quit  the  vineyard.  They 
persisted  in  saying  mass,  in  preaching,  bap- 
tizing and  squabbling  with  the  conjurors,  or 
priests  of  the  country,  till  they  had  thrown 
the  whole  community  into  confusion.  Then 
the  assembly  proceeded  to  try  them  as  im- 
pious impostors,  who  represented  the  Al- 
jnighty  as  a  trifling,  weak,  capricious  being: 
ind  pretended  to  make,  unmake,  and  repro- 
duce him  at  pleasure  ;  they  were,  therefore, 
convicted  of  blasphemy  and  sedition,  and 
condemned  to  the  stake,  where  they  died 
e'mging  salve  rcgina,  in  a  rapture  of  joy,  for 
the  crown  of  martyrdom  which  they  had 
thus  obtained 

In  the  cou.se  of  this  conversation,  Lieu- 
tenant Lisnr.&hago  dropt  some  hints,  by  which 
it  appeared  he  himself  was  a  freethinker. 
Our  aunt  seemed  to  be  startled  at  certain 
sarcasms  he  threw  out  against  the  creed  of 
St  Athanasius.  He  dwelt  much  upon  the 
words  reason,  philosophy  and  contradiction 
in  terms — he  bid  defiance  to  the  eternity  of 
hell-fire ;  and  even  threw  such  squibs  at  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  as  singed  a  little  the 
whiskers  of  Mrs  Tabitha's  faith  ;  for  by  this 
time  she  began  to  look  upon  Lismahago  as  a 
prodigy  of  learning  and  sagacity.  In  short, 
he  could  be  no  longer  insensible  to  the  ad- 
vances she  mi»de  towards  his  atfection  ;  and, 
although  thers  was  something  repulsive  in 
his  nature,  hf;  overcame  it  so  far  as  to  make 
some  return  to  her  civilities.  Perhaps  he 
thought  it  v'ould  be  no  bad  scheme,  in  a  su- 
perannuate 1  lieutenant  on  half-pay,  to  effect 
a  conjunct'jn  with  an  old  maid,  who,  in  all 
probabilitT,  had  fortune  enough  to  keep  him 
easy  and  comfortable  to  the  fag-end  of  his 
days.  An  ogling  correspondence  forthwith 
commenced  between  this  amiable  pair  of  ori- 
ginals. He  began  to  sweeten  the  natural 
acidity  of  his  discourse  with  the  treacle  of 
compliment  and  commendation.  He  from 
time  to  time  offered  her  snuff,  of  which  he 
himself  took  great  quantities,  and  even  made 
her  a  present  of  a  purse  of  silk-grass,  woven 
by  the  hands  of  the  amiable  Squinkinacoosta, 
who  had  used  it  as  a  shot-pouch  in  her  hunt- 
ing expeditions. 

From  Doncaster  northwards,  all  the  win- 
dows of  ail  the  inns  are  scrawled  v>'ith  dog- 
gerel rhymes,  in  abuse  of  the  Scotch  nation; 
and  what  surprised  me  very  nuich,  I  did  not 
perceive  one  line  written  in  the  way  of  re- 
criminat'lon.  Curious  to  hear  what  Lisma- 
hago would  say  on  this  subject,  I  pointed  out 
to  him  a  very  scurrilous  epigram  against  his 
countrymen,  which  was  engraved  on  one  of 
the  windows  of  tiie  parlour  where  we  sat. 
He  read  it  with  the  most  starched  compo- 
sure ;  and  when  I  asked  his  opinion  of  the 
poetry — "  It  is  vara  terse  and  vara  poig- 
nant," said  he,  "but,  with  the  help  of  a  wat 
dishclout,  it  might  be  rendered  more  clear 
and  parspicuous.  1  marvel  much  that  some 
ini~.)«rn  wit  has  not  published  a  collection  of 


these  essays,  under  the  title  of  the  G lazier' i 
triumyh  over  Sawney  the  Scot — I'm  per- 
suaded it  would  be  a  vara  agreeable  offering 
to  the  patriots  of  London  and  Westminster."' 
When  I  expressed  some  surprise  that  tl'e 
natives  of  Scotland,  who  travel  this  way,  had 
not  broke  all  the  windows  upon  the  road, — 
"  With  submission,"  replied  the  lieutenart, 
"  that  were  but  shallow  policy — it  would  onjy 
serve  to  make  the  satire  more  cutting  and 
severe  ;  and,  I  think,  it  is  much  better  to  let 
it  stand  in  the  window,  than  iiave  it  present- 
ed in  the  reckoning." 

My  uncle's  jaws  began  to  quiver  with  in- 
dignation. He  said  the  scribblers  of  such 
infamous  stuff  deserved  to  be  scourged  at  the 
cart's  tail  for  disgracing  their  country  \titb 
such  monuments  of  malice  and  stupidity. 
"These  vermin,"  said  he,  "do  not  consider 
that  they  are  affording  their  fellow-subjects, 
whom  they  abuse,  continual  matter  of  self- 
gratulation,  as  well  as  the  means  of  execut- 
ing the  most  manly  vengeance  that  can  be 
taken  for  such  low,  illiberal  attacks.  For 
my  part,  I  admire  the  philosophic  forbearance 
of  the  Scotch,  as  much  as  I  despise  the  inso- 
lence of  those  wretched  libellers,  which  ia 
a-kin  to  the  arrogance  of  the  village  cock, 
who  never  crows  but  upon  his  own  dunghill." 
The  captain,  with  an  affectation  of  candour, 
observed,  that  men  of  illiberal  minds  were 
produced  in  every  soil ;  that,  in  supposing 
those  were  the  sentiments  of  the  English  in 
general,  he  should  pay  too  great  a  compli- 
ment to  his  own  country,  which  v/as  not  of 
consequence  enough  to  attract  the  envy  of 
such  a  flourishing  and  powerful  people. 

Mrs  Tabby  broke  forth  again  in  praise  of 
his  moderation,  and  declared  that  Scotland 
was  the  soil  which  produced  every  virtue 
under  heaven.  When  Li'iinahago  took  his 
leave  for  the  night,  she  aiked  her  brother  if 
the  captain  was  not  the  prettiest  gentleman 
he  had  ever  seen  ;  and  v.hether  there  was 
not  something  wonderfally  engaging  in  his 
aspect.  Mr  Bramble  having  eyed  her  for 
some  time  in  silence, — "  Sister,"  said  he, 
"  the  lieutenant  is,  for  aught  I  know,  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  officer — he  has  a 
considerable  share  of  underscanding,  and  a 
title  to  more  encouragement  than  he  seems 
to  have  met  with  in  life  ;  bat  I  c-innot,  with 
a  safe  conscience,  affirm  that  he  is  the  pret- 
tiest gentleman  I  ever  sav; ;  neuWer  can  I  dis- 
cern any  engaging  charm  in  his  countenance, 
which,  I  vow  to  God,  is,  on  the  contrary, 
very  hard-favoured  and  foibidding." 

I  have  endeavoured  to  ingratiate  myself 
with  this  North  Briton,  wiio  is  really  t 
curiosity  ;  but  he  has  been  very  shy  of  my 
conversation,  ever  since  I  laughed  at  his 
asserting  that  theEnjiiish  tongue  was  spoken 
with  more  propriety  at  Edinburgh  than  a! 
London.  Looking  at  me  with  a  double 
squeeze  of  souring  in  his  aspect, — •"  If  the 
old  definition  be  true,"  said  he.  "that  riei- 
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ulily  is  lite  clistin<riiishing  characteristic  of  a 
laliona;  crcalure,  the  English  are  tiie  most 
distiiirriiislnMl  \\\-  rationality  of  any  people  1 
ever  knew."  I  owned  lliat  the  English  were 
easily  struck  with  any  thing  that  appeared 
ludicrous,  and  apt  to  laugh  accordingly  ;  but 
it  did  not  follow,  that,  because  they  were 
more  given  to  laughter,  they  had  more  ra- 
tionality than  their  neighbours  :  I  said,  that 
«uch  an  inference  would  be  an  injury  to  the 
Scotch,  who  were  by  no  means  defective  in 
rationality,  thoiigli  generally  supposed  little 
subject  to  the  impressions  of  luiinour. 

The  captain  answered,  that  this  supposi- 
tion must  have  been  deduced  either  from 
their  conversation  or  their  compositions,  of 
which  the  English  could  not  possibly  judge 
with  precision,  as  they  did  not  understand 
the  dialect  used  by  the  Scots  in  common 
discourse,  as  well  as  in  their  works  of  hu- 
mour. When  I  desired  to  know  what  those 
works  of  humour  were,  he  mentioned  a  con- 
siderable number  of  pieces,  whicii  he  insist- 
ed were  eqnal  in  point  of  humour  to  any 
r.hing  extant  in  any  language  dead  or  living. 
He,  in  particular,  recommended  a  collection 
of  detached  ])oonis,  in  two  small  volumes, 
entitled,  The  Evera^reen,  and  the  works  of 
Allan  Ramsay,  which  1  intend  to  provide 
myself  with  at  Edinburgh.  He  observed, 
that  a  North  Briton  is  seen  to  a  disadvantage 
m  an  English  company,  because  he  speaks 
in  a  dialect  that  they  can't  relish,  and  in  a 
phraseology  which  they  don't  understand. 
He  therefore  finds  himself  under  a  restraint 
which  is  a  great  enemy  to  wit  and  humour. 
These  are  faculties  which  never  appear  in 
full  lustre,  but  when  the  mind  is  perfectly 
i4t  ease,  and,  as  an  e.xcellent  writer  says, 
enjoys  her  elbow-room. 

He  proceeded  to  explain  his  assertion, 
that  the  English  language  was  spoken  with 
trreater  propriety  at  Edinburgh  than  in 
London.  He  said,  what  we  generally  called 
the  Scottish  dialect,  was,  in  fact,  true,  genu- 
ine old  English,  with  a  mixture  of  some 
French  terms  and  idioms,  adopted  in  a  long 
intercourse  betwixt  the  French  and  Scotch 
nations ;  that  the  modern  English,  from 
tfTectation  and  false  refinement,  had  weak- 
ened, and  even  corrupted  their  language,  by 
throwing  out  the  guttural  sounds,  altering  the 
pronunciation  and  the  quantity,  and  disusing 
many  words  and  terms  of  great  significance. 
In  consequence  of  these  innovations,  the 
works  of  our  best  poets,  such  as  Chaucer, 
Spenser,  and  even  Shakspeare,  were  be- 
come, in  many  parts,  unintelligible  to  the 
natives  of  South  Britain  ;  whereas  the  Scots, 
who  retain  the  ancient  language,  understand 
them  without  the  help  of  a  glossary.  "  For 
instance,"  said  he,  "  how  have  your  com- 
mentators been  puzzled  by  the  following  ex- 
pression in  the  Tempest — He's  gentle  and 
tof  fearful:  as  if  it  was  a  paralogism  to 
«v',  that,  being  gentle,  he  must  of  course  be 


courageous;  but  the  truth  is,  one  of  the 
original  meanings,  if  not  the  sole  meaning, 
of  that  word  was,  no/ile,  high-minded  ;  and 
to  this  day,  a  Scotswoman,  in  the  situation 
of  the  young  lady  in  the  Tempest,  would 
express  iierself  nearly  in  the  same  terms — 
Don't  provoke  hitn  ;  for  being  gentle,  that 
is,  high-spirited,  he  won't  tamely  bear  an 
insult.  Spenser,  in  the  very  first  stanza  of 
his  Faertj  Queen,  says, 

"  A  ffentle  kni^lit  was  prickitip;  on  liic  j)l;rni  ;" 

which  knight,  far  from  being  tame  and  fear- 
ful, was  so  stout,  that 

"  Xotliing;  did  lie  dri-itd,  but  ever  was  xdrad." 

To  prove  that  we  had  impaired  the  energj 
of  our  language  by  false  refinement,  he  men- 
tioned the  following  words,  which,  though 
widely  difierent  in  signification,  are  pro- 
nounced exactly  in  the  same  manner — 
Wright,  icrite,  rite,  right ;  but,  among  the 
Scotch,  these  words  are  as  different  in  pro- 
nunciation, as  they  are  in  meaning  and  or- 
thography  ;  and  this  is  the  case  with  many 
others  which  he  mentioned  by  way  of  illus- 
tration. He,  moreover,  took  notice,  that  we 
had  (for  what  reason  he  could  never  learn) 
altered  the  sound  of  our  vowels  from  that 
which  is  retained  by  all  the  nations  in  Eu- 
rope ;  an  alteration  which  rendered  the  Ian- 
guage  extremely  difficult  to  foreigners,  and 
made  it  almost  impracticable  to  lay  down 
general  rules  for  orthography  and  pronun- 
ciation.  Besides,  the  vowels  were  no  longei 
simple  sounds  in  the  mouth  of  an  Englishman, 
who  pronounced  both  i  and  u  as  dipthongs. 
Finally,  he  affirmed,  that  we  mumbled  our 
speech  with  our  lips  and  teeth,  and  ran  the 
words  together  without  pause  or  distinction, 
in  such  a  manner,  that  a  foreigner,  though 
he  understood  English  tolerably  well,  was 
often  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  Scotch- 
man to  explain  what  a  native  of  England  had 
said  in  his  own  language. 

The  truth  of  this  remark  was  confirmed 
by  Mr  Bramble  from  his  own  experience ; 
but  he  accounted  for  it  on  another  principle. 
He  said,  the  same  observation  would  hold  in 
all  languages  ;  that  a  Swiss  talking  French, 
was  more  easily  understood  than  a  Parisian, 
by  a  foreigner  who  had  not  made  himself 
master  of  the  language  ;  because  every  lan- 
guage had  its  peculiar  recitative,  and  it  would 
always  require  more  pains,  attention  and 
practice,  to  acquire  both  the  words  and  the 
music,  than  to  learn  the  words  only  ;  and 
yet  nobody  would  deny,  that  the  one  waa 
imperfect  without  the  other;  he,  therefore, 
apprehended,  that  the  Scotchman  and  the 
Swiss  -vere  better  understood  by  learners, 
because  they  spoke  the  words  only  without 
the  music,  which  they  could  not  rehearse. 
One  would  imagine  tliis  check  might  have 
damped  the  North  Briton ;  but  it  served 
onlv  to  ao-itate   his  humour  Ojr  disputation 
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He  said,  if  every  nation  had  its  own  recita- 
Ave  or  music,  the  Scotch  had  theirs  ;  and 
the  Scotchman  who  had  not  yet  acquired 
the  cadence  of  the  English,  would  naturally 
use  his  own  in  speaking  their  language  ; 
therefore,  if  he  was  better  imderstood  than 
the  native,  his  recitative  must  be  more  in- 
telligible than  that  of  the  English  ;  of  conse- 
(luencc,  the  dialect  of  the  Scotch  had  an  ad- 
vantage over  that  of  their  fellow-subjects, 
and  this  was  another  strong  presumption 
that  the  modern  English  had  corrupted  their 
language  in  the  article  of  pronunciation. 

TJio  lieutenant  was  by  this  time  become 
so  polemical,  that  every  time  he  opened  his 
mouth,  out  flew  a  paradox,  which  he  main- 
tained with-  all  the  enthusiasm  of  alterca- 
tion ;  but  all  his  paradoxes  savoured  strong 
of  a  partiality  for  his  own  country.  He  un- 
dertook to  prove  that  poverty  was  a  blessing 
to  a  nation  ;  that  oatmeal  was  preferable  to 
wheat  flour ;  and  that  the  worship  of  Cloa- 
cina.  in  temples  which  admitted  both  sexes, 
and  every  rank  of  votaries  promiscuously, 
was  a  filthy  species  of  idolatry  that  outraged 
everv  idea  of  delicacy  and  decorum.  I  did 
not  so  much  wonder  at  his  broaching  these 
doctiines,  as  at  tiie  arguments,  equally 
whin.sical  and  ingenious,  which  he  adduced 
in  support  of  them. 

In  fine.  Lieutenant  Lismahago  is  a  curiosity 
which  I  have  not  yet  sufficiently  perused  ; 
and,  therefore,  I  shall  be  sorry  when  we  lose 
his  company,  though,  God  knows,  there  is 
nothing  very  amiable  in  his  manner  or  dis- 
position. As  he  goes  directly  to  the  south- 
west division  of  Scotland,  and  we  proceed  in 
the  road  to  Berwick,  v/e  shall  part  to-mor- 
row at  a  place  called  Feltonbridge  ;  and,  I 
dare  say,  this  separation  will  be  very  griev- 
ous to  our  aunt  Mrs  Tabitha,  unless  she  has 
received  some  flattering  assurance  of  his 
meeting  her  again.  If  I  fail  in  my  purpose 
of  entertaining  with  these  unimportant  oc- 
currences, tliey  will  at  least  serve  as  exer- 
cises of  patience,  for  which  you  are  indebted 
to  yours,  always,  J.  MELFORD. 

Morpeth,  July  13. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dear  Doctor, — I  have  now  reached  the 
northern  extremity  of  England,  and  see, 
close  to  my  chamber  window,  the  Tweed 
gliding  through  the  arches  of  that  bridge 
which  connects  this  suburb  to  the  town  of 
Berwick.  Yorkshire  you  have  seen,  and 
therefore  I  shall  say  nothing  of  that  opulent 
province.  The  city  of  Durham  appears  like 
a  confused  heap  of  stones  and  brick,  accu- 
mulated so  as  to  cover  a  mountain,  round 
which  a  river  winds  its  brawling  course. 
The  streets  are  generally  narrow,  dark  and 
unpleasant,  and  many  of  them  almost  im- 
passable in  consequence  of  their  declivity. 


The  cathedral  is  a  huge  gloomy  pile ;  but 
the  clergy  are  well  lodged.  The  bishop 
lives  in  a  princely  manner — the  golden  pre- 
bends keep  plentiful  tables — and,  I  am  told, 
there  is  some  good  sociable  company  in  the 
place  ;  but  tlie  country,  when  viewed  from 
the  top  of  Gateshead  Fell,  which  extends  to 
Newcastle,  exhibits  the  highest  scene  of 
cultivation  that  ever  I  beheld.  As  for  New- 
castle, it  lies  mostly  in  a  bottom,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyne,  and  makes  an  appearance 
still  more  disagreeable  than  that  of  Durham  ; 
but  it  is  rendered  populous  and  rich  by  in- 
dustry and  commerce  ;  and  the  country  lying 
on  both  sides  the  river,  above  the  town,  yields 
a  delightful  prospect  of  agriculture  and  plant- 
ation. Morpeth  and  Alnwick  are  neat,  pretty 
towns,  and  this  last  is  famous  for  the  castle 
which  has  belonged  so  many  ages  to  the 
noble  house  of  Percy,  earls  of  Northumber- 
land. It  is,  doubtless,  a  large  edifice,  con- 
taining a  great  number  of  apartments,  and 
stands  in  a  commanding  situation,  but  the 
strength  of  it  seems  to  have  consisted  not 
so  much  in  its  site,  or  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  fortified,  as  in  the  valour  of  its  defend- 
ants. 

Our  adventures,  since  we  left  Scarborough, 
are  scarce  worth  reciting ;  and  yet  I  must 
make  you  acquainted  with  my  sister  Tabby'a 
progress  in  husband-hunting.  After  her  dis- 
appointments at  Bath  and  London,  she  had 
actually  begun  to  practice  upon  a  certain 
adventurer,  who  was  in  fact  a  highwayman 
by  profession ;  but  he  had  been  used  to  snares 
much  more  dangerous  than  any  she  could 
lay,  and  escaped  accordingly.  Then  she 
opened  her  batteries  upon  an  old  weather- 
beaten  Scotch  lieutenant,  called  Lismahago, 
who  joined  us  at  Durham,  and  is,  I  think, 
one  of  the  most  singular  personages  I  ever 
encountered.  His  manner  is  as  harsh  as 
his  countenance;  but  his  peculiar  turn  of 
thinking,  and  his  pack  of  knowledge,  made 
up  of  the  remnants  of  rarities,  rendered  his 
conversation  desirable,  in  spite  of  his  pe- 
dantry and  ungracious  address.  I  have  often 
met  with  a  crab-apple  in  a  hedge,  which  1 
have  been  tempted  to  eat  for  its  flavour, 
even  while  I  was  disgusted  by  its  austerity. 
The  spirit  of  contradiction  is  naturally  so 
strong  in  Lismahago,  that  I  believe  in  my 
conscience  he  has  rummaged,  and  read,  and 
studied  with  indefatigable  attention,  in  order 
to  qualify  himself  to  refute  established  max- 
ims, and  thus  raise  trophies  for  the  gratifica- 
tion  of  polemical  pride.  Such  is  the  aspe 
rity  of  his  self-conceit,  that  he  will  not  even 
acquiesce  in  a  transient  compliment  made  to 
his  own  individual  in  particular,  or  to  hia 
country  in  general. 

When  I  observed  that  he  must  have  read 
a  vast  number  of  books  to  be  able  to  discourse 
on  such  a  variety  of  subjects,  lie  declared  ne 
had  read  little  or  nothing,  and  asked  how 
he  should   find  books  among  the  woods  ol 
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America,  wliere  lio  liaU  spent  the  greatest 
part  of  liis  life.  My  nei>lie\v  reniarkint^, 
that  the  Scotch  in  general  were  tuinous  fur 
iheir  learning,  ho  denied  the  iinpnlation,  and 
delied  liini  to  prove  it  from  their  works. 
"  The  Scotch,"  said  he,  "  have  a  slight  tinc- 
tnre  of  letters,  with  which  tiicy  make  a  pa- 
rade among  people  who  are  more  illiterate 
than  themselves  ;  but  they  may  be  said  to 
tloat  on  the  surface  of  science,  and  they  liave 
made  very  small  advances  in  the  useful  arts." 
"At  least,",  cried  Tabby,  "  uU  the  world 
allows  that  the  Scotch  behaved  gloriously  in 
lighting  and  conquering  the  savages  of  Ame- 
rica." "  I  can  assure  you,  madam,  you  have 
been  misinformed,"  replied  tiie  lieutenant, 
"  in  that  continent  the  Scotch  did  nothing 
more  tlian  tiieir  duty,  nor  was  there  one  corps 
in  his  majesty's  service  that  distinguished 
itself  more  than  another.  Those  who  alFect- 
cd  to  extol  tlie  Scotch  for  superior  merit, 
were  no  friends  to  tiiat  nation." 

Though  he  himself  made  free  with  his 
countn-men,  he  would  not  sulTer  any  other 
person  to  glance  a  sarcasm  at  them  with 
impunity.     One  of  the  company  chancing  to 

mention  Lord  B 's  inglorious  peace,  tiie 

lieutenant  immediately  took  up  the  cudgels 
in  hie  lordship's  favour,  and  argued  very 
strenuously  to  prove  that  it  was  the  most 
honourable  and  advantageous  peace  that 
England  had  ever  made  since  tlie  foundation 
of  the  monarchy.  Nay,  between  friends,  he 
offered  sucii  reasons  on  this  subject,  tliat  I 
was  really  confounded,  if  not  convinced. 
He  would  not  allow  that  tlie  Scotch  abound- 
ed above  tiieir  proportion  in  the  army  and 
navy  of  Great  Britain,  or  that  the  Englisli 
had  any  reason  to  say  his  countrymen  had 
met  with  extraordinary  encouragement  in 
the  service.  "  When  a  South  and  North 
Briton,"  said  he,  "are  competitors  for  a 
place  or  commission,  whicli  is  at  the  disposal 
of  an  English  minister,  or  an  English  gene- 
ral, it  would  bo  absurd  to  suppose  that  the 
preference  will  not  be  given  to  the  native 
of  England,  who  has  so  many  advantages 
over  his  rival.  First  and  foremost,  he  has 
in  his  favour  that  laudable  partiality,  which, 
Mr  Addison  says,  never  fails  to  cleave  to  the 
heart  of  an  Englishman  :  secondly,  he  has 
more  powerful  connections,  and  a  greater 
share  of  parliamentary  interest,  by  which 
those  contests  are  generally  deeded ;  and, 
•astly,  he  has  a  greater  command  of  money 
to  smooth  the  way  to  his  success.  ♦'  For  my 
own  part,"  said  he,  «'  I  know  no  Scotch  offi- 
cer who  has  risen  in  the  army  above  the  rank 
of  a  subaltern,  without  purchasing  every  de- 
gree of  preferment  either  with  money  or  re- 
cruits ;  but  I  know  many  gentlemen  of  tliat 
country,  who,  for  want  of  money  and  inte- 
rest, have  grown  grey  in  the  rank  of  lieute- 
nants:  whereas  very  few  instances  of  this  ill 
fortune  are  to  be  found  among  the  natives 
of  South  Britnin.  Not  that  I  would  insinu-  i 
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ate  that  my  countrymen  have  the  least  reason 
to  complain.  Preferment  in  tlie  service,  liiio 
success  in  any  other  branch  of  traffic,  will 
naturally  favour  those  who  have  the  greatest 
stuck  uf  cash  and  credit,  merit  and  capacity 
being  supposed  equal  on  all  sides." 

But  the  most  hardy  of  all  this  original's 
positions  were  these  ;  that  commerce  would, 
sooner  or  later,  prove  the  ruin  of  every  na- 
tion, where  it  flourishes  to  any  extent — that 
the  parliament  was  the  rotten  part  of  the 
British  constitution — that  the  liberty  of  the 
})rcss  was  a  national  evil — and  tiiat  the  boast- 
ed institution  of  juries,  as  managed  in  Eng- 
land, was  i)roduct,ive  of  shameful  j)erjury  and 
flagrant  injustice.  lie  observed,  that  traffic 
was  an  enemy  to  all  the  liberal  passions  ot 
the  soul,  founded  on  the  thirst  of  lucre,  a 
sordid  disposition  to  take  advantage  of  the 
necessities  of  our  fellow-creatures.  He  af- 
firmed, the  nature  of  commerce  was  such, 
that  it  could  not  be  fi.xed  or  perpetual,  but, 
having  flowed  to  a  certain  height,  would  im- 
mediately begin  to  ebb,  and  so  continue  till 
the  channels  should  be  left  almost  dry ;  but 
there  was  no  instance  of  the  tide's  rising  a 
second  time  to  any  considerable  influx  in  the 
same  nation.  j\Ieanwhilc,  the  sudden  afflu- 
ence occasioned  by  trade,  ibrced  open  all  the 
sluices  of  luxury,  and  overflowed  the  land 
with  every  species  of  profligacy  and  corrup- 
tion ;  a  total  depravity  of  manners  would  en. 
sue,  and  this  must  be  attended  with  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin.  He  observed  of  the  parlia- 
ment, that  the  practice  of  buying  boroughs, 
and  canvassing  for  votes,  was  an  avowed 
system  of  venality,  already  establislicd  on 
the  ruins  of  principle,  integrity,  faith,  and 
good  order;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
elected  and  the  elector,  and,  in  short,  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  were  equally  and 
universally  contaminated  and  corrupted.  lie 
affirmed,  that,  on  a  parliament  thus  consti- 
tuted, the  crown  would  always  have  influence 
enough  to  secure  a  great  majority  in  its  depend- 
ancc,  from  the  great  number  of  posts,  jihices, 
and  pensions  it  had  to  bestow;  that  such  a 
parliament  would,  as  it  had  already  done, 
lengthen  the  term  of  its  sitting  and  autho- 
rity, whenever  the  prince  should  think  it  for 
his  interest  to  continue  the  representatives  ; 
for,  without  doubt,  they  had  the  same  rigiit 
to  protract  their  authority  ad  infinitum,  as 
they  had  to  extend  it  from  three  to  seve.T 
years.  With  a  parliament,  tlierefore,  de- 
pendant upon  the  crown,  devoted  to  the 
prince,  and  supported  by  a  standing  army, 
garbled  and  modelled  for  the  purpose,  any- 
king  of  England  may,  and  probably  some 
ambitious  sovereign  will,  totally  overthrow 
all  the  bulwarks  of  the  constitution  ;  for  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  a  prince  of  a  high 
spirit  will  tamely  submit  to  be  thwarted  in 
all  his  measures,  abused  and  insulted  by  Ui 
populace  of  unbridled  ferocity,  when  he  haa 
it  in  his  power  to  crush  all  opposition  under- 
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nis  feet  with  tlic  concurrence  of  the  legisla- 
ture, lie  said,  he  should  always  consider 
the  liberty  of  the  press  as  a  national  evil, 
while  it  enabled  the  vilest  reptile  to  soil  the 
lustre  of  the  most  shining  merit,  and  furnished 
the  most  infamous  incendiary  with  the  means 
of  disturbing  the  peace  and  destroying  tlie 
good  order  of  the  community.  lie  owned, 
however,  that,  under  due  restrictions,  it 
would  be  a  valuable  privilege  ;  but  affirmed, 
that,  at  present,  there  was  no  law  in  Eng- 
land sufficient  to  restrain  it  within  proper 
bounds. 

With  respect  to  jin-ies,  he  expressed  him- 
self to  this  effect.  Juries  are  generally  com- 
posed of  illiterate  plebians,  apt  to  be  mis- 
taken, easily  misled,  and  open  to  sinister 
influen&e ;  for  if  either  of  the  parties  to 
be  tried  can  gain  over  one  of  the  twelve 
jurors,  he  has  secured  the  verdict  in  his  fa- 
vour :  the  juryman  thus  brought  over,  will, 
in  despite  of  all  evidence  and  conviction, 
generally  hold  out  till  his  fellows  are  fatigued, 
and  harassed,  and  starved  into  concurrence  ; 
in  which  case  the  verdict  is  unjust,  and  the 
jurors  are  all  perjured  ; — but  cases  will  often 
occur,  when  tlie  jurors  are  really  divided  in 
opinion,  and  each  side  is  convinced  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  other ;  but  no  verdict  will  be 
received,  tmless  they  are  unanimous  ;  and 
they  are  all  bound,  not  only  in  conscience, 
but  by  oath,  to  judge  and  declare  according 
to  their  conviction.  What  then  will  be  the 
consequence?  They  must  either  starve  in 
company,  or  one  side  must  sacrifice  their 
conscience  to  their  convenience,  and  join  in  a 
verdict  which  they  believe  to  be  false.  This 
absurdity  is  avoided  in  Sweden,  where  a  bare 
majority  is  sufficient ;  and  in  Scotland,  where 
two  thirds*  of  the  jurj'  are  required  to  concur 
in  the  verdict. 

You  must  not  imagine  that  all  these  de- 
ductions were  made  on  his  part,  without 
contradiction  on  mine.  No — the  truth  is, 
I  found  myself  piqued  in  point  of  honour,  at 
his  pretending  to  be  so  much  wiser  than  his 
neighbours.  I  questioned  all  his  assertions, 
started  innumerable  objections,  argued  and 
wrangled  with  uncommon  perseverance,  and 
grew  very  warm,  and  even  violent  in  the 
debate.  Sometimes  he  was  puzzled,  and 
once  or  twice,  I  think,  fairly  refuted  ;  but 
from  those  falls  he  rose  again,  like  Antnsus, 
with  redoubled  vigour,  till  at  length  I  was 
tired,  exhausted,  and  really  did  not  know 
how  to  proceed,  when  luckily  ho  dropped  a 
hint,  by  which  he  discovered  he  had  been 
bred  to  the  law  ;  a  confession  whicli  enabled 
me  to  retire  from  tiie  dispute  with  a  good 
grace,  as  it  could  not  be  supposed  tiiat  a  man 
like  me,  who  had  been  bred  to  nothing,  should 
l)e  able  to  cope  with  a  veteran  in  liis  own 
profession.  I  believe,  however,  that  I  shall 
for  some  time  continue  to  chew  the  cud  of 
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reflection  upon  mar  J  observations  which  thin 
original  discharged. 

Whether  our  sister  Tabby  was  really  stnick 
with  his  conversation,  or  is  resolved  to 
throw  at  every  thing  she  meets  in  the  shap-3 
of  a  man,  till  she  can  fasten  the  matrimonial 
noose,  certain  it  is,  she  has  taken  desperate 
strides  towards  the  affection  of  Lismahao^o, 
who  cannot  be  said  to  have  met  her  half- 
way, though  he  does  not  seem  altogether 
insensible  to  her  civilities.  She  insinuated, 
more  than  once,  how  liappy  we  should  be 
to  have  his  company  through  that  part  of 
Scotland  which  we  proposed  to  visi-t,  till  at 
length  he  plainly  told  us,  that  his  road  was 
totally  different  "from  that  which  we  intended 
to  take ;  that,  for  his  part,  his  company 
would  be  of  very  little  service  to  us  in  our 
progress,  as  he  was  utterly  unacquainted 
with  the  country,  which  he  had  left  in  his 
early  youth,  consequently,  he  could  neither 
direct  us  in  our  inquiries,  nor  introduce  us  to 
any  family  of  distinction.  He  said,  he  was 
stimulated  by  an  irresistible  impulse  to  re- 
visit the  paternus  lar,  or  pntria  domus, 
though  he  expected  little  satisfaction,  inas- 
much as  he  understood  that  his  nephew,  the 
present  possessor,  was  but  ill  qualified  to 
support  the  honour  of  the  family.  He  assu- 
red us,  however,  as  we  designed  to  return 
by  the  west  road,  that  he  would  watch  our 
motions,  and  endeavour  to  pay  his  respects 
to  us  at  Dumfries.  Accordingly  he  took  his 
leave  of  us  at  a  place  half  way  betwixt  Mor- 
peth  and  Alnwick,  and  pranced  away  in 
great  state,  mounted  on  a  tall,  meagre,  raw- 
boned,  shambling  grey  gelding,  without  e'er 
a  tooth  in  his  head,  the  very  counterpart  of 
the  rider  ;  and,  indeed,  the  appearance  of 
the  two  was  so  picturesque,  that  I  would 
give  twenty  guineas  to  have  them  tolerably 
represented  on  canvass. 

Northumberland  is  a  fine  county,  extending 
to  the  Tweed,  which  is  a  pleasant  pastoral 
stream  ;  but  you  will  be  surprised  when  I 
tell  you  that  the  English  side  of  that  river  is 
neither  so  weH  cultivated  nor  so  populous 
as  the  other.  The  farms  are  thinly  scatter- 
ed, the  lands  uninclosed,  and  scarce  a  gen- 
tleman's seat  is  to  be  seen  in  some  miles 
from  the  Tweed,  whereas  the  Scots  are 
advanced  in  crowds  to  tlie  very  brink  of  the 
river;  so  that  you  may  reckon  above  thirty 
good  houses  in  the  comj)ass  of  a  few  miles, 
belonging  to  proprietors  wliose  ancestors  had 
fortified  castles  in  the  same  situations  ;  a 
circumstance  that  shows  what  dangerous 
neighbours  the  Scotch  must  have  formerly 
been  to  the  northern  counties  of  England. 

Our  domestic  economy  continues  on  the 
old  footinij.  My  sister  Tabby  st'.U  adheres 
to  methodism,  and  had  the  benefit  of  a  ser- 
mon at  Wesley's  meeting  in  Newcastle;  but 
I  believe  tiie  passion  of  love  iias  in  some 
measure  abated  the  fervour  of  devotion,  botn 
in  her  and  her  woman,  Mrs  Jenkins,  about 
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wliose  good  fjraccs!  llicrc  li^s  been  a  violent 
contest  betwixt  my  nephew's  valet,  Mr  Dut- 
ton,  and  my  man  Ihnnphry  ClinUer.  Jerry 
has  been  oblij^cd  to  interi)ose  his  authority 
to  keep  the  peace;  and  to  liini  I  have  loft  the 
discussion  of  that  important  atl'air,  whicli 
fiad  like  to  liavc  kindled  the  llames  of  dis- 
cord in  the  family  of  vours  always, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
Tweedmouth,  July  15. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phii.mps,  B.vrt.  at  Oxon. 

Dear  Wat, — In  my  two  last  you  had  so 
mnch  of  Lismahan-o,  that  I  suppose  you  are 
glad  he  is  gone  o!i'  the  stage  for  the  present. 
I  must  now  descend  to  domestic  occurrences. 
Love,  it  seems,  is  resolved  to  assert  his  do- 
minion over  all  the  females  of  our  family. 
After  having  practised  upon  poor  Liddy's 
iieart,  and  played  strange  vagaries  with  our 
aunt.  Mrs  Tabitha,  he  began  to  run  riot  in 
the  affections  of  her  woman,  Mrs  Winifred 
Jenkins,  whom  I  have  had  occasion  to  men- 
tion more  tlwin  once  in  the  course  of  our 
.Tiemoirs.  Nature  intended  Jenkins  for  some- 
thing very  different  from  the  character  of 
her  mistress ;  yet  custom  and  habit  have 
effected  a  wonderful  resemblance  betwixt 
them  in  many  particulars.  Win,  to  be  sure, 
is  much  younger,  and  more  agreeable  in 
her  person ;  she  is  likewise  tender-hearted 
End  benevolent,  qualities  for  which  her  mis- 
tress is  by  no  means  remarkable,  no  more 
than  she  is  for  being  of  a  timorous  disposi- 
tion, and  much  subject  to  fits  of  the  mother, 
which  are  the  infirmities  of  Win's  constitu- 
tion; but  then  she  seems  to  have  adopted 
Mrs  Tabby's  manner  with  her  cast  clothes. 
She  dresses  and  endeavours  to  look  like  her 
mistress,  although  her  own  looks  are  much 
more  engaging.  She  enters  into  her  schemes 
of  economy,  learns  her  phrases,  repeats  ■Jier 
rem.arks,  imitates  her  style  in  scolding  the 
inferior  servants,  and,  finnlly,  sub?cribcs  im- 
plicitly to  her  system  of  devotion.  This, 
indeed,  she  found  the  more  agreeable,  as  it 
was  in  a  great  measure  introduced  and  con- 
firmed by  the  ministry  of  Clinker,  with  whose 
personal  merit  she  seems  to  have  been  struck 
ever  since  he  exhibited  the  pattern  of  his 
naked  skin  at  Marlborough. 

Nevertheless,  though  Humphry  had  this 
double  hank  upon  her  inclinations,  and  ex- 
erted all  his  power  to  maintain  the  conquest 
he  had  made,  he  found  it  impossible  to  guard 
it  on  the  side  of  vanity,  where  poor  Win  was 
as  frail  as  any  female  in  the  kingdom.  In 
Fhort.  my  rascal  Dutton  professed  himself 
her  admirer,  and,  by  dint  of  his  outlandish 
qualifications,  threw  his  rival  Clinker  out  of 
tiic  saddle  of  her  heart.  Humphry  may  be 
compared  to  an  English  pudding,  composed 
of  good  wholesome  flour  and  suet,  and  Dut- 
ton to  a  syllabub  or  iced  froth,  which,  though 


agreeable  to  the  taste,  has  nothing  solid  or 
substantial.  The  traitor  not  only  dazzled 
her  with  his  second-hand  finery,  l)ut  ho 
fawned,  and  flattered,  and  cringed — he  taughl 
her  to  take  rappee,  and  presented  her  with 
a  snnfl'-box  of  jxipicr  maclic — he  supplied 
her  with  a  powder  tor  her  teeth — he  mended 
her  complexion,  and  he  dressed  her  hair  in 
the  Paris  fashion — he  undertook  to  bo  her 
Freucii  master  and  her  dancing  master,  aa 
well  as  friseur,  and  thus  impercejitibly  woimd 
himself  into  her  good  graces.  Clinker  per- 
ceived the  progress  he  had  made,  and  repined 
in  secret.  He  attempted  to  open  her  eye? 
in  the  way  of  exhortation,  and,  finding  it 
produced  no  effect,  had  recourse  to  prayer. 
At  Newcastle,  while  he  attended  Mrs  Tabby 
to  the  methodist  meeting,  his  rival  accompa- 
nied Mrs  Jenkins  to  the  play.  He  was  dress- 
ed in  a  silk  coat,  made  at  Paris  for  his  former 
master,  with  a  tawdry  waistcoat  of  tarnished 
brocade  ;  he  wore  his  hair  in  a  great  bag, 
with  a  huge  solitaire,  and  a  long  gword 
dangled  from  his  thigh.  The  lady  was  all 
of  a  flutter  with  faded  lustring,  washed  gauze, 
and  ribands  three  times  refreshed  ;  but  she 
was  most  remarkable  for  the  frisure  of  her 
head,  which  rose,  like  a  pyramid,  seven 
inches  above  the  scalp ;  and  her  face  was 
primed  and  patched  from  the  chin  up  to  the 
eyes ;  nay,  the  gallant  himself  had  spared 
neither  red  nor  white  in  improving  the  nature 
of  his  own  complexion.  In  this  attire  they 
walked  together  through  the  high  street  to 
the  theatre  ;  and  as  they  passed  for  players, 
ready  dressed  for  acting,  they  reached  it  un- 
molested ;  but  as  it  was  still  light  when  they 
returned,  and  by  that  time  tlie  ])eo])le  had 
got  information  of  their  real  character  and 
condition,  they  hissed  and  hooted  all  the 
way ;  and  Mrs  Jenkins  was  all  bespattered 
with  dirt,  as  well  as  insulted  with  the  oppro- 
brious name  of  paitiled  Jczchel ;  so  that 
her  fright  and  mortification  threw  her  intc 
an  hysteric  fit  the  moment  she  came  home. 
Clinker  was  so  incensed  Ht  Dutton,  whoir. 
he  considered  as  the  cause  of  her  disgrace., 
that  he  upbraided  him  severely  for  having 
turned  the  poor  young  woman's  brain.  The 
other  affected  to  treat  him  with  contempt ; 
and,  mistaking  his  forbearance  for  want  of 
courage,  threatened  to  iiorse-whip  Jiim  into 
good  manners.  Humphry  then  came  to  me, 
humbly  begging  I  would  give  him  leave  to 
chastise  my  servant  for  his  insolence.  "  He 
has  challenged  me  to  fight  him  at  sword'a 
point,"  said  he  ;  "  but  I  migiit  as  well  chal 
lenge  him  to  make  a  horse-shoe  or  a  plough- 
iron  :  for  I  know  no  more  of  the  one  than 
he  does  of  the  other.  Besides,  it  doth  not 
become  servants  to  use  those  weapons,  or 
to  claim  the  privilege  of  gentlemen  to  kih 
one  another,  when  tliey  fall  out ;  moreover, 
I  would  not  have  his  blood  upon  my  con- 
science for  ten  thousand  times  the  profit  or 
satisfaction  I  should  get  by  his  death  ;  but 
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if  your  honour  won't  be  angry,  I'll  engage 
to  gee'en  a  good  drubbing,  that,  mayhap, 
will  do  'en  service,  and  I'll  take  care  it  shall 
do  'en  no  harm."  I  said,  I  had  no  objection 
to  what  he  proposed,  provided  he  could  man- 
age matters  so  as  not  to  be  found  the  ag- 
gressor, in  case  Button  should  prosecute  him 
for  an  assault  and  battery. 

Thus  licensed,  he  retired  ;  and  that  same 
evening  easily  provoked  his  rival  to  strike 
the  first  blow,  v/hich  Clinker  returned  with 
3uch  interest,  that  he  was  obliged  to  call  for 
quarter,  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  he 
woijld  exact  severe  and  bloody  satisfaction 
the  moment  we  should  pass  the  border,  when 
hs  could  run  him  through  theJ^ody  without 
fear  of  the  consequence.  This  scene  passed 
in  presence  of  Lieutenant  Lismahago,  who 
encouraged  Clinker  to  hazard  a  thrust  of 
cold  iron  with  his  antagonist.  "  Cold  iron," 
cried  Humphry,  "I  shall  never  use  against  the 
life  of  any  human  creature  ;  but  I  am  so  far 
from  being  afraid  of  his  cold  iron,  that  I  shall 
use  nothing  in  my  defence  but  a  good  cud- 
gel, which  shall  always  be  at  his  service."  In 
the  mean  time,  the  fair  cause  of  this  contest, 
Mrs  Winifred  Jenkins,  seemed  ovcrv/helmed 
with  affliction,  and  Mr  Clinker  acted  much  on 
the  reserve,  though  he  did  not  presume  to 
find  fault  with  her  conduct.  The  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  rivals  was  soon  brought  to  a 
very  unexpected  issue.  Among  our  fellow- 
lodgers  at  Berwick,  was  a  couple  from  Lon- 
ion ,  bound  to  Edinburgh  on  the  voyage  of  ma- 
trimony. The  female  was  the  daughter  and 
heiress  of  a  pawnbroker  deceased,  who  had 
given  her  guardians  the  slip,  and  put  herself 
under  the  tuition  of  a  tall  Hibernian,  who  had 
conducted  her  thus  far  in  quest  of  a  clergyman 
to  unite  them  in  marriage,  without  tlie  for- 
malities required  by  the  law  of  England.  I 
know  not  how  the  lover  had  behaved  on  the 
road,  so  as  to  decline  in  the  favour  of  his 
inamorata;  but,  in  all  probability,  Button  per- 
ceived a  coldness  on  her  side,  which  encou- 
raged him  to  whisper,  it  was  a  pity  she 
should  cast  her  affections  upon  a  tailor,  which 
he  affirmed  the  Irishman  to  be.  This  disco- 
very completed  her  disgust,  of  which  my 
man  taking  the  advantage,  began  to  recom- 
mend liimself  to  her  good  graces  ;  and  the 
smooth-tongued  rascal  found  no  difficulty  to 
insinuate  himself  into  the  place  of  her 
heart,  from  which  the  other  had  been  dis- 
carded. Their  resolution  was  inmicdiately 
taken.  In  the  morning,  before  day,  while 
poor  Teague  lay  snoring  a-bed,  his  indcfiiti- 
ffable  rival  ordered  a  post-chaise,  and  set 
G.(jt  with  the  lady  for  Coldstream,  a  few 
miles  up  the  Tweed,  v/here  there  was  a  par- 
don who  dealt  in  this  branch  of  commerce, 
and  there  they  were  noosed,  befjre  the  Irish- 
man ever  dreamed  of  the  matter.  But  when 
he  got  up  at  six  o'clock,  and  found  the  bird 
was  flown,  he  made  such  a  noise  as  alarmed 
^iO  whole  liouse      One  of  the  first  persons 


he  encountered  v.-as  the  postilion,  returnee 
from  Coldstream,  where  he  had  been  witness 
to  the  marriago,  and,  over  and  above  a  hand- 
some gratuity,  had  received  a  bride's  favour, 
which  he  now  wore  in  his  cap.  When  tha 
forsaken  lover  understood  they  were  actually 
married,  and  set  out  for  London,  and  that 
Button  had  discovered  to  the  lady  that  he 
(the  Hibernian)  was  a  tailor,  he  had  like  to 
iiave  run  distracted.  He  tore  the  riband  from 
tlie  fellow's  cap,  and  beat  it  about  his  cars. 
He  swore  he  would  pursue  him  to  the  gates 
of  hell,  and  ordered  a  post-chaiso  and  four 
to  be  got  ready  as  soon  as  possible  ;  but  re- 
collecting th.at  liis  finances  would  not  admit 
of  this  way  of  travelling,  he  was  obliged  to 
countermand  this  order. 

For  my  own  part,  I  knew  nothing  at  all 
of  what  had  happened,  till  the  postilion 
brought  me  the  keys  of  my  trunk  and  port- 
manteau, which  he  had  received  from  Button, 
who  sent  me  his  respects,  hoping  I  would 
excuse  him  for  his  abrupt  departure,  as  it 
was  a  step  upon  which  his  fortune  depended. 
Before  I  had  time  to  make  my  uncle  ac- 
quainted with  this  event,  the  Irishman  burst 
into  my  chamber,  without  any  introduction, 
exclaiming, — "  By  my  soul,  your  sarvant  has 
robbed  me  of  five  thousand  pounds,  and  I'll 
have  satisfaction,  if  I  should  be  hung  to-mor- 
row !"  When  I  asked  him  who  he  was, — 
"  My  name,"  said  he,  "  is  Master  Maclough- 
lin — but  it  should  be  Leighlin  O'Neale,  for 
I  am  come  from  Ter-Owen  the  Great ;  and 
so  I  am  as  good  a  gentleman  as  any  in  Ire- 
land :  and  that  rogue,  your  sarvant,  said  I 
was  a  tailor,  which  was  as  big  a  lie  as  if  he 
had  called  me  t!ie  pope.  I'm  a  man  of  for- 
tune, and  have  spent  all  I  had  ;  and  so  being 
in  distress,  Mr  Coshgrave,  the  fashioner  in 
Suffialk  street,  tuck  me  out,  and  made  me 
his  own  private  shecretary.  By  the  same 
token,  I  was  the  last  he  bailed  ;  for  his 
friends  obliged  him  to  tie  himself  up,  that  he 
would  bail  no  more  above  ten  pounds  ;  for 
why  ]  because  as  hov/  he  could  not  refuse  any 
body  that  asked,  and  therefore,  in  time,  would 
have  robbed  himself  of  his  whole  fortune, 
and,  if  he  had  lived  long  at  that  rate,  must 
have  died  bankrupt  very  soon — and  so  I 
made  my  addresses  to  Miss  Skinner,  a  young 
lady  of  five  thousand  pounds  fortune,  who 
agreed  to  take  me  for  better  nor  worse  ;  and, 
to  be  sure,  this  day  would  have  put  me  in 
possession,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  rogue, 
your  sarvant,  wlio  came  like  a  tief,  and  stole 
away  my  property,  and  made  lier  believe  I 
was  a  tailor,  and  that_  she  was  going  to 
marry  tlie  ninth  part  of  a  man  :  but  the  devil 
burn  my  sowl,  if  ever  I  catch  hirn  on  the 
mountains  of  Tulloghobegly,  if  I  don't  show 
him  that  I'm  nine  times  as  good  a  man  as  hei 
or  e'er  a  bug  of  his  country." 

When  he  iiad  rung  out  his  first  alarm,  I 
told  him  I  was  sorry  he  had  allowed  himself 
to  be  60  jeckied  ;  but  it  was  no  business  c: 
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mine  ;  and  that  tlic  follow  who  robbed  him 
of  his  bridp,  had  likewise  robbed  mc  of  mj' 
servant. — "  Didn't  I  tell  you,  then,"  cried 
he,  "  that  Rogiie  was  his  true  Christian 
name  ?  Oli  !  if  I  had  but  one  fair  trust 
with  him  upon  the  sod,  I'd  pive  him  leave  to 
hrag  all  the  rest  of  his  life." 

My  uncle  hearing  tlie  noise,  came  in,  and 
bcin^  informed  of  lliis  adventure,  began  to 
comfort  Mr  O'Neal  for  the  lady's  elopement ; 
©bsorving,  that  he  seemed  to  iiavc  had  a  lucky 
CEcapo  :  that  it  was  better  she  should  elope 
before  than  arlcr  mamagc.  The  Hibernian 
«'a3  of  a  very  different  opinion.  lie  said, 
f  he  had  been  once  married,  she  might  have 
doped  as  soon  as  she  pleased  :  he  would 
ha\t;  taken  care  that  she  should  not  have 
carried  her  fortune  along  with  her.  "  Ah !" 
paid  he,  "  she's  a  Judas  Iscariot,  and  has 
betrayed  mc  with  a  kiss  ;  and,  like  Judas, 
she  carried  the  bag,  and  has  not  left  me 
money  enough  to  bear  my  expences  back  to 
London  ;  and  so  as  I  am  come  to  this  pass, 
and  the  rogue  that  was  the  occasion  of  it 
has  left  you  without  a  sarvant,  you  may  put 
mc  in  his  place  ;  and,  by  Jasus !  it  is  the 
best  thing  you  can  do."  I  begged  to  be  ex- 
cused, declaring  I  could  put  up  with  any  in- 
convenience, rather  than  treat  as  a  footman 
the  descendant  of  Ter-Owcn  the  Great.  1 
advised  him  to  return  to  his  friend  Mr  Cos- 
grave,  and  take  his  passage  from  Newcastle 
By  sea,  towards  which  I  made  him  a  small 
presciit,  and  he  retired,  seemingly  resigned 
to  hir.  evil  fortune.  I  liavc  taken  upon  trial 
a  Scotchman,  called  Archy  M'Alpine,  an  old 
soldier,  whose  last  master,  a  colonel,  lately 
died  at  Berwick.  The  fullov/  is  old  and 
withered  ;  but  he  has  been  recommended  to 
me  for  his  fidelity  by  Mrs  Humphreys,  a  very 
good  sort  of  a  woman,  who  keeps  the  inn  at 
Tweedmouth,  and  is  much  respected  by  all 
the  travellers  on  this  road. 

Clinker,  without  doubt,  thinks  himself 
iiappy  in  the  removal  of  a  dangerous  rival, 
and  he  is  too  good  a  Christian  to  repine  at 
Dutton'a  success.  Even  Mrs  Jenkins  will 
have  reason  to  congratulate  herself  upon  this 
event,  when  she  coolly  reflects  upon  the 
matter  ;  for,  howsoever  she  was  forced  from 
her  poise  for  a  season,  by  snares  laid  for  her 
vanity,  Humphry  is  certainly  tlie  north  star 
to  which  the  needle  of  her  affection  would 
have  pointed  at  the  long-run.  At  present 
the  same  vanity  is  exceedingly  mortified, 
upon  finding  herself  abandoned  by  her  new 
admirer,  in  favour  of  another  inamorata. 
She  received  the  news  witii  a  violent  burst 
of  laughter,  which  soon  brought  on  a  fit  of 
crying,  and  this  gave  the  finishing  blow  to 
the  patience  of  her  mistress,  v,hich  had  held 
out  beyond  all  expectation.  She  now  opened 
all  those  floodgates  of  reprehension  which 
had  been  shut  so  long.  She  not  only  re- 
proached her  with  her  levity  and  indiscretion, 
but  Bttacked  her  on  tl/3  score  of  religion,  de- 


claring roundly  that  she  was  in  a  siaLC  of 
aposlacyand  reprobation;  and, finally, threats 
ened  to  send  her  a-packing  at  tliis  extremity 
of  the  kingdom.  All  the  family  interceded 
for  poor  Winifred,  not  even  excepting  Jicr 
slighted  swain,  IMr  Chnkcr,  who,  on  his 
knees,  implored  and  obtained  her  jjardon. 

There  was,  however,  another  consider- 
ation that  gave  Mrs  Tabilha  some  disturb- 
ance.  At  Newcastle,  the  servants  had  boon 
informed  by  some  wag,  that  thenc  was  no- 
thing  to  cat  in  Scotland  but  oat  meal  and 
iJiccp-hcads ;  and  Lieutenant  Lismahafjo  be- 
ing consulted,  wliat  he  said  served  rather  to 
confirm  tlian  to  refute  the  report.  Our  aunt 
being  apprised  of  this  circumstance,  very 
gravely  advised  her  brother  to  provide  a 
sumpter-horse,  with  store  of  hams,  tongues, 
bread,  biscuit,  and  other  articles,  for  our  sub- 
sistence in  the  course  of  our  peregrination ; 
and  Mr  Bramble  as  gravely  replied,  that  he 
would  take  the  hint  into  consideration  ;  but, 
finding  no  such  provision  was  made,  she  nov,- 
revived  the  proposal,  observing,  that  tlicrc 
was  a  tolerable  market  at  Berwick,  where 
we  migiit  be  supplied ;  and  that  my  man'a 
horse  would  serve  as  a  beast  of  burden.  The 
Efjuire,  shrugging  up  his  shoulders,  eyed  her 
askance,  with  a  look  of  ineffable  contempt; 
and,  aflcr  some  pause — "  Sister,"  said  he, 
"  I  can  hardly  persuade  myself  you  are  rc- 
rious."  She  was  so  little  acquainted  with 
the  geography  of  the  island,  that  she  imagin- 
ed we  could  not  go  to  Scotland  but  by  sea ; 
and,  after  we  had  passed  through  the  towJJ 
of  Berwick,  when  we  told  her  v/c  were  upon 
Scottish  ground,  she  could  hardly  believe  the 
assertion.  If  the  truth  must  be  told,  the 
South  Britons  in  general  are  wofully  igno- 
rant in  this  particular.  What  between  want 
of  curiosity,  and  traditional  sarcasms,  the 
effect  of  ancient  animosity,  the  people  at  the 
other  end  of  the  island  know  as  little  of 
Scotland  as  of  Japan. 

If  I  had  never  boon  in  Wales,  I  should 
have  hpcn  more  struck  with  the  manifest  dif- 
ference in  appearance  betwixt  the  peasants 
and  commonalty  on  the  different  sides  of  the 
Tweed.  The  boors  of  Northumberland  are 
lusty  fellows,  fresh  complcxioned,  cleanly, 
and  well  clothed  ;  but  the  labourers  in  Scot- 
land are  generally  lank,  lean,  hard-featured, 
sallow,  soiled  and  shabby ;  and  their  little 
pinched  blue  caps  have  a  beggarly  effect. 
The  cattle  are  much  in  the  same  style  with 
their  drivers,  meagre,  stunted,  and  ill  equip- 
ped. When  I  talked  to  my  uncle  on  tiiia 
subject,  he  said — "  Though  all  the  Scottisn 
hinds  would  not  bear  to  be  compared  with 
those  of  the  rich  counties  of  South  Britain, 
they  would  stand  very  well  in  competition 
with  the  peasants  of  France,  Italy,  and  Sa- 
voy— not  to  mention  the  mountaineers  of 
Wales,  and  the  redshanks  of  Ireland." 

We  entered  Scotland  by  a  frightful  mooi 
of  sixteen  miles,  which  promises  very  little 
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hr  the  interidr  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  but 
the  prospect  ineiuled  as  we  advanced.  Pass- 
ing through  Dunbar,  wliicli  is  a  neat  little 
town,  situated  on  the  sea-side,  we  lay  at  a 
country  inn,  where  our  entertainment  far 
exceeded  our  expectation  ;  but  for  this  we 
cannot  give  the  Scotch  credit,  as  the  land- 
lord is  a  native  of  England.  Yesterday  we 
dined  at  Haddington,  which  has  been  a  place 
of  some  consideration,  but  is  now  gone  to 
decay  ;  and  in  the  evening  arrived  at  this 
metropolis,  of  which  I  can  say  very  little. 
It  is  very  romantic,  from  its  situation  on  the 
declivity  of  a  hill,  having  a  fortified  castle  at 
tlie  top,  and  a  royal  palace  at  the  bottom. 
The  first  thing  that  strikes  the  nose  of  a 
stranger  shall  be  nameless  ;  but  what  first 
strikes  the  eye  is  the  unconscionable  height 
of  the  houses,  which  generally  rise  to  five, 
bix,  seven  and  eight  stories,  and,  in  some 
places,  as  I  am  assured,  to  twelve.  Tliis 
manner-  of  building,  attended  with  number- 
less inconveniences,  must  have  been  origin- 
ally owing  to  want  of  room.  Certain  it  is, 
,he  town  seems  to  be  full  of  people  ;  but 
iheir  looks,  their  language,  and  their  customs, 
lire  so  different  from  ours,  that  I  can  hardly 
believe  myself  in  Great  Britain. 

The  inn  at  which  we  put  up,  if  it  may  be 
so  called,  was  so  filthy  and  disagreeable  in 
ail  respects,  that  my  uncle  began  to  fret,  and 
his  gouty  symptoms  to  recur.  R,ecollecting, 
however,  that  he  had  a  letter  of  recommend- 
ation to  one  Mr  Mitchelson,  a  lawyer,  he 
sent  it  by  his  servant,  with  a  compliment, 
importing  that  he  would  wait  upon  him 
next  day  in  person  ;  but  that  gentleman  vis- 
ited us  immediately,  and  insisted  upon  our 
going  to  his  own  house,  until  he  could  pro- 
vide lodgings  for  our  accommodation.  We 
gladly  accepted  of  his  invitation,  and  repair- 
ed to  his  house,  where  we  were  treated  with 
equal  elegance  and  hospitality,  to  the  utter 
confusion  of  our  aunt,  whose  prejudices, 
though  beginning  to  give  way,  were  not  yet 
entirely  removed.  To-day,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  our  friend,  we  are  settled  in  conve- 
nient lodgings,  up  four  pair  of  stairs,  in  the 
High  street,  the  fourth  story  being,  in  this 
city,  reckoned  more  genteel  than  the  first. 
The  air  is,  in  all  probability,  the  better  ;  but 
it  requires  good  lungs  to  breath  it  at  this  dis- 
tance above  the  surface  of  the  earth.  While 
I  do  remain  above  it,  whether  higher  or 
lower,  provided  I  do  breathe  at  all,  I  shall 
over  be,  dear  Phillips,  yours, 

J.  MELFORD. 

Edinburgh,  July  IS 


To  Doctor  Lewis. 

Dear  Lewis, — That  part  of  Scotland  con 
tiguons  to  Berwick,  nature  seems  to  have 
tutendcd  as  a  barrier  between  two  hostile 
•jations.     It  is  a  brown  desert,  of  consider- 


able extent,  that  produces  nothing  but  heath 
and  fern  ;  and  what  rendered  it  the  more 
dreary  when  we  passed,  there  was  a  thick 
fog  that  hindered  us  from  seeing  above  twen- 
ty yards  from  the  carriage.  ISly  sister  began 
to  make  wry  faces,  and  used  her  smelling 
bottle  ;  Liddy  looked  blank,  and  Mrs  Jenkins 
dejected  ;  but  in  a  few  hours  these  cloucVi 
were  dissipated ;  the  sea  appeared  on  our 
right,  av.d  on  the  left  the  mountains  retired 
a  little,  leaving  an  agreeable  plain  betwixt 
them  and  the  beach  ;  but,  what  surprised  us 
all,  this  plain,  to  the  extent  of  several  miles, 
was  covered  v.ith  as  fine  wheat  as  ever  I  saw 
in  the  most  fertile  parts  of  South  Britain. 
This  plentiful  crop  is  raii^ed  in  the  open  field, 
without  any  inclosure,  or  otlicr  manure  than 
the  filrra  marina,  or  sea-VvXed,  which  abounds 
on  this  coast ;  a  circumstance  which  shows 
that  the  soil  and  climate  are  favourable,  but 
that  agriculture  in  this  country  is  not  yet 
brougiit  to  that  perfection  which  it  has  at- 
tained in  England.  Inclosures  would  not 
only  keep  the  grounds  warm,  and  the  several 
fields  distinct,  but  would  also  protect  the 
crop  from  the  high  winds  which  are  so  fre- 
quent in  this  part  of  the  island. 

Dunbar  is  v/cll  situated  for  trade,  and  has 
a  curious  basin,  where  ships  of  small  burden 
may  be  perfectly  secure  ;  but  there  is  little 
appearance  of  business  in  the  place.  From 
thence,  all  the  way  to  Edinburgh,  there  is  a 
continual  succession  of  fine  seats  belonging 
to  noblemen  and  gentlemen  ;  and,  as  each  is 
surrounded  by  its  own  parks  and  plantation, 
they  produce  a  very  pleasing  effect  in  a  coun- 
try which  otherwise  lies  onen  and  exposed. 
At  Dunbar  there  is  a  noble  park,  v.-ith  a  lodge, 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  where 
Oliver  Cromwell  had  his  head-quarters,  when 
Leslie,  at  the  head  of  a  Scotch  army,  took 
possession  of  the  mountains  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  hampered  him  in  such  a  manner, 
that  he  would  have  been  obi  iged  to  embark  and 
get  away  by  sea,  had  not  the  fanaticism  of  the 
enemy  forfeited  the  advantage  which  they  had 
obtained  by  their  general's  conduct.  Their 
ministers,  by  exhortation,  prayer,  assurance 
and  prophecy,  instigated  them  to  go  down 
and  slay  the  Philistines  in  Gilgal  ;  and  they 
quitted  their  groimd  accordingly,  notwith- 
standing all  that  Leslie  could  do  to  restrain 
the  madness  of  their  enthusiasm.  When 
Oliver  saw  them  in  motion,  he  exclaimed — 
"  Praised  be  the  Lord,  he  hath  delivered  them 
into  the  hands  of  his  servant !"  and  ordered 
his  troops  to  sing  a  psalm  of  thanksgiving, 
wliile  they  advanced  in  order  to  the  plain, 
wtiere  the  Scotch  were  routed  with  great 
slaughter. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Haddington  therft 
is  a  gentleman's  house,  in  the  building  of 
which,  and  the  improvements  about  it,  he  Is 
said  to  have  expended  forty  thousand  pounds 
but  I  cannot  say  I  was  much  pleased  with 
either    the    architecture   or   the    f;ituatinr». 
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Ihougli  it  luis  in  trout  a  pastoral  stream,  tlie 
banks  of  wliicii  art;  laid  out  in  n  very  agree- 
able manner.  I  intended  to  pay  ir.y  respects 
to  Lord  Elibank,  whom  I  had  tlie  honour  to 
know  at  London,  many  years  ago.  He  lives 
in  this  part  of  Lolliian,  but  was  gone  to  the 
north  on  a  visit.  You  have  otlon  heard  me 
mention  this  nobleman,  whom  I  iiavo  long 
revered  for  his  humanity  and  universal  intel- 
ligence, over  and  above  the  entertainment 
arising  from  the  originality  of  his  character. 
At  Musselburgii,  hcv/evcr,  I  had  tlie  good 
fortune  to  drink  ic?.  with  my  old  friend  i\Ir 
Cardonel ;  and  at  his  house  I  met  with  Dr 
C ,  tiie  parson  of  the  parish,  whose  hu- 
mour and  conversation  intlamcd  mc  with  a 
desire  of  being  better  acquainted  with  his 
person.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  these 
Scotch  make  their  way  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe. 

This  place  is  but  four  miles  from  Edin- 
burgh, towards  which  we  proceeded  along  the 
sea-shore,  upon  a  firm  bottom  of  smooth  sand, 
which  the  tide  had  left  uncovered  in  its  re- 
treat. Edinburgh,  from  this  avenue,  is  not 
seen  to  much  advantage.  We  had  only  an 
imperfect  view  of  the  castle  and  upper  parts 
of  tiie  town,  which  varied  incessantly,  ac- 
cording to  the  inflexions  of  the  road,  and  ex- 
hibited the  appearance  of  detached  spires 
and  turrets,  belonging  to  some  magnificent 
edifice  in  ruins.  Tiie  palace  of  Holyrood- 
house  stands  on  the  left  as  you  enter  the 
(Janongate.  This  is  a  street  continued  from 
lience  to  the  gate  called  the  Nctherbow, 
which  is  now  taken  away  ;  so  that  there  is  no 
interruption  for  a  long  mile,  from  the  bottom 
o  tiie  top  of  the  hill,  on  which  the  castle 
tands  in  a  most  imperial  situation.  Con- 
sidering its  fine  pavement,  its  width,  and  the 
lofty  houses  on  each  side,  this  would  be  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  noblest  streets  in  Eu- 
rope, if  an  ugly  mass  of  mean  building.^, 
called  the  Luckcnbooths,  had  not  thrust 
itself,  by  what  accident  I  know  not,  into  the 
middle  of  the  way,  like  Middlc-rcfw  in  Hol- 
born.  The  city  stands  upon  two  hills,  and 
the  bottom  between  tliem  :  and,  with  all  its 
defects,  may  very  well  pass  for  the  capital 
of  a  moderate  kingdom.  It  is  full  of  people, 
and  continually  resounds  with  the  noise  of 
coaches  and  other  carriages,  for  luxury  as 
*'ell  commerce.  As  far  as  I  can  perceive, 
here  is  no  want  of  provisions.  Tiic  beef  and 
mutton  are  as  delicate  here  as  in  Wales  ;  the 
sea  affords  plenty  of  good  fish  ;  the  bread  is 
remarkably  fine  ;  and  the  water  is  excellent, 
though  I'm  afraid  not  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  cleanliness  and 
convenience  ;  articles  in  which,  it  must  be 
allowed,  our  follow-subjects  are  a  little  de- 
fective. The  water  is  brought  in  leaden 
pipes  from  a  mountain  in  the  neighbourhood, 
10  a  cistern  on  the  Castle  Hill,  from  whence 
it  is  distributed  to  public  conduits  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  city.     From  these  it  is  car- 


ried in  barrels,  on  the  backs  of  male  and 
female  porters,  up  two,  tliree,  four,  iive,  six, 
seven  and  eight  pairs  of  stairs,  for  tlie  use  of 
particular  families.  Every  story  is  a  com- 
l)lete  house  occuj)icd  by  a  separate  family  • 
and  the  stair  being  common  to  them  all,  ia 
generally  left  in  a  very  filthy  condition ;  a 
man  must  tread  with  great  circumspection 
to  get  safe  housed  with  unpolluted  shoes. 
Notiiing  can  torm  a  stronger  contrast  than 
tiie  difference  betwixt  the  outside  and  inside 
of  tiie  door;  fur  the  o;ood  women  of  tiiis  me- 
tropolis arc  remarkably  nice  in  tiie  ornaments 
and  propriety  of  tiieir  apartments,  as  if  they 
were  resolved  to  transfer  tlie  imputation  from 
tlie  individual  to  the  public.  Yo'u  arc  no 
stranger  to  their  method  of  discharging  all 
tlieir  impurities  from  tlieir  windows,  at  a  cer- 
tain hour  of  the  night,  as  the  custom  is  in 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  some  parts  of  France 
and  Italy  ;  a  practice  to  which  I  can  by  no 
means  be  reconciled ;  for,  notwithstanding 
all  the  care  that  is  taken  by  their  scavengers 
to  remove  this  nuisance  every  morning  by 
break  of  day,  enough  still  remains  to  offend 
the  eyes,  as  well  as  the  other  organs,  of  those 
whom  use  has  not  hardened  against  all  deli- 
cacy of  sensation. 

Tiio  inhabitants  seem  insensible  to  these 
impressions,  and  are  apt  to  iningine  the  dis- 
giisit  that  we  avow  is  little  better  than  affect- 
ation :  but  tiiey  ought  to  have  compassion 
for  strangers,  who  have  not  been  used  to 
this  kind  of  sufferance,  and  consider  whether 
it  may  not  be  worth  while  to  take  some  pains 
to  vindicate  themselves  from  the  reproach 
that  on  tills  account  they  bear  among  their 
neighbours.  As  to  the  surprising  height  of 
their  houses,  it  is  absurd  in  many  respects  , 
but,  in  one  particular  light,  I  cannot  view  it 
without  horror;  that  is,  the  dreadful  situa- 
tion of  all  the  families  above,  in  case  the 
common  staircase  should  be  rendered  impass- 
able by  a  fire  in  the  lowor  storeys.  In  or- 
der to  prevent  the  shocking  consequences 
that  must  attend  such  an  accident,  it  would 
be  a  right  measure  to  open  doors  of  commu- 
nication from  one  house  to  another  on  every 
storey,  by  which  the  people  might  fly  from 
such  a  terrible  visitation.  In  all  parts  of  the 
world  we  see  the  force  of  habit  prevailing 
over  all  the  dictates  of  convenience  and  sa- 
gacity. All  tlie  people  of  business  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  even  the  genteel  company,  may 
be  seen  standing  in  crowds  every  day,  from 
one  to  two  in  the  afternoon,  in  tli-e  open 
street,  at  a  place  where  formerly  stood  a 
market-cross,  which,  by  the  bye,  was  a  curi- 
ous piece  of  Gothic  architecture,  still  to  be 
seen  in  Lord  Somerville's  garden,  in  thin 
neighbourhood.  I  say,  the  j)eople  stand  in 
the  open  street  from  the  force  of  custom,  ra- 
ther than  move  a  few  yards  to  an  exchange, 
that  stands  empty  on  one  side,  or  to  the  par 
liament  close  on  the  other,  which  is  a  noble 
square,  adorned  with  a  fine  equestrian  ststne 
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of  king  Charles  II.  The  company  thus  as- 
sembled are  entertained  with  a  variety  of 
tunes,  played  upon  a  set  of  bells  fixed  in  a 
Bteeple  hard  by.  As  these  bells  are  well 
toned,  and  the  musician,  who  has  a  salary 
from  the  city  for  playing  upon  them  with 
keys,  is  no  bad  performer,  the  entertainment 
is  leally  agreeable,  and  very  striking  to  the 
ears  of  a  stranger. 

The  public  inns  at  Edinburgh  are  still 
worse  than  those  of  London  ;  but,  by  means 
of  a  worthy  gentleman,  to  whom  I  was  re- 
commended, we  have  got  decent  lodgings  in 
ilie  house  of  a  widow  gentlewoman  of  the 
name  of  Lockhart ;  and  here  I  shall  stay 
until  I  have  seen  every  thing  that  is  remark- 
able in  and  about  this  capital.  I  now  begin 
to  feel  the  good  effects  of  exercise.  I  eat 
like  a  farmer,  sleep  from  midnight  till  eight 
in  the  morning,  without  interruption,  and 
enjoy  a  constant  tide  of  spirits,  equally  dis- 
tant from  inanition  and  excess  ;  but  what- 
ever ebbs  and  flows  my  constitution  may 
undergo,  my  heart  will  still  declare  that  I  am, 
dear  Lewis,  your  affectionate  friend  and  ser- 
vant, MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Edinburgh,  July  18. 


To  Mrs  Mauy  Jones,  at  Brameleton- 
Hall. 

Dear  Mary, — The  squire  has  been  so 
-cind  as  to  rap  my  bit  of  nonsense  under  the 
k' ver  of  his  own  sheet.  O  Mary  Jones !  Mary 
Jones  !  I  have  had  trials  and  trembulation. 
God  help  me!  I  have  been  a  vixen  and  a 
griffin  these  many  days.  Sattin  has  had 
power  to  temp  me  in  the  shape  of  van  Dit- 
ton,  the  young  squire's  wally  de  shamble  ; 
hut  by  God's  grease  he  did  not  purvail.  I 
thoft  as  how  there  was  no  arm  in  going  to  a 
play  at  Newcastle,  v.-ith  my  hair  dressed  in 
the  Parish  fashion  ;  and  as  for  the  trifle  of 
paint,  he  said  as  how  my  complexion  wanted 
rouch,  and  so  I  let  him  put  it  on  with  a  little 
Spanish  owl ;  but  a  mischievous  mob  of  col- 
liers, and  such  promiscous  ribbie  rabble,  that 
could  bear  no  smut  but  their  own,  attacked 
us  in  the  street,  and  called  me  hoar  and 
■painted  Isschel,  and  splashed  n)y  close,  and 
spoiled  me  a  complete  sete  of  blond  lace 
tripie  ruffles,  not  a  pin  the  worse  for  the 
ware.  They  cost  me  seven  good  sillings  to 
I^dy  Griskin's  woman  at  London. 

When  I  axed  Mr  Clinker  what  they  meant 
by  calling  me  Issabel,  he  put  the  pyebill  into 
my  hand,  and  I  read  of  van  Issabel,  a  painted 
iiarlot,  that  was  thrown  out  of  a  vindoro,  and 
the  dogs  came  and  licked  her  blood.  But  I 
am  no  harlot ;  and,  with  God's  blessing,  no 
dog  shall  have  my  poor  blood  to  lick  :  niarr}', 
Heaven  forbid,  amen  !  As  for  Ditton,  after 
all  hi»  courting  and  his  compliment,  he  stole 
iwav  m  Irishman's  bride,  and  took  a  French 


leave  of  me  and  his  master ;  but  I  valley  not 
his  going  a  farting ;  but  I  have  had  hanger 
on  his  account.  Mistress  scoulded  like  mad  : 
thof  I  have  the  comfit  that  all  the  family  took 
my  part,  and  even  Mr  Clinker  pleaded  for 
me  on  his  bended  knee  ;  thof,  God  he  knows, 
he  had  raisins  enuff  to  complain  ;  but  he's  a 
good  sole,  abounding  with  Christian  meek- 
ness, and  one  day  will  meet  Vv-ith  his  reward. 

And  now,  dear  IMary,  we  have  got  to  Had- 
dingborough,  among  the  Scots,  who  are  civil 
enuff  for  our  money,  thof  I  don't  speak  their 
lingo.  But  they  should  not  go  for  to  impose 
upon  foreigners  ;  fi)r  the  bills  on  their  houses 
say,  they  have  different  easements  to  let; 
and  behold  there  is  nnrra  geaks  in  the  whole 
kingdom,  nor  any  think  for  pore  servants, 
but  a  barrel  with  a  pair  of  tongs  thrown 
across  ;  and  all  the  chairs  in  the  fami])'  are 
emptied  into  this  here  barrel  once  a-day  ; 
and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  whole  cargo 
is  flung  out  at  a  back  windore  that  looks  into 
some  street  or  lane,  and  the  maid  calls  gnrdy 
loo  to  the  passengers,  which  signifies.  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  you  !  and  this  is  done  every 
night  in  every  house  in  Haddingborough  :  so 
you  may  guess,  Mary  Jones,  what  a  sweet 
savour  comes  from  such  a  number  of  pro- 
fuming  pans.  But  they  say  it  is  wholescmo, 
and  truly  I  believe  it  is  ;  for  being  in  the 
vapours,  and  thinking  of  Issabel  and  Mr 
Clinker,  I  was  going  into  a  fit  of  astericks, 
when  this  fiff,  saving  your  presence,  took 
me  by  the  nose  so  powerfully,  that  I  sneezed 
three  times,  and  found  myself  wonderfully 
refreshed  ;  and  this  to  be  sure  is  the  raisin 
why  there  are  no  fits  in  Haddingborough. 

I  was  likewise  made  believe  that  there  was 
nothing  to  be  had  but  oatmeal  and  seeps' 
heads ;  but  if  I  hadn't  been  a  fool,  I  mought 
have  knovrn  there  could  be  no  heads  without 
karcassos.  This  very  blessed  day  I  dined 
upon  a  delicate  legof  Velsh  mutton  and  cully 
flower ;  and  as  for  the  oatmeal,  I  leave  that 
to  the  servants  of  the  country,  which  are 
pore  drudges,  many  of  them  without  shoes 
or  stockings.  Mr  Clinker  tells  me  here  is 
a  great  call  of  the  gospel ;  but  I  wish,  I  wish 
some  of  the  family  be  not  fallen  off  riom  the 
rite  way.  O,  if  I  was  giving  to  tail-baring, 
I  ha\e  my  ov.n  secrets  to  discover.  There 
has  been  a  deal  of  huggling  and  flurtation 
betwixt  mistress  and  an  ould  Scots  officer 
called  Kismycago.  He  looks  for  all  the  orld 
1-ike  the  scarecror.  that  our  gardner  set  up 
to  frite  away  the  sparrows  ;  and  what  will 
come  of  it  the  Lord  nows  ;  but  come  what 
will,  it  shall  never  be  said  that  I  mentioned 

a  syllabub  of  the  matter Remember  me 

kindly  to  Sau,  and  the  kitten — I  hope  they 
got  the  hcrn-Duck,  and  will  put  it  to  a  good 
yuse,  which  is  tne  constant  prayer  of,  dsar 
Molly,  your  loving  friend, 

WIN.  JENKiNS- 

Addinghorough,  July  18 
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To  Sir  Watkim  Phillips,  B\ut.  of  Jesvs 
College,  Oxon. 

De.vr  Phillips, — If  I  stay  much  longer 
nt  Eiiinburjjli,  I  sliall  be  chanired  into  a  down- 
ri^lit  Caledonian.  My  uncle  observes,  that 
I  have  already  acquired  something  of  the 
country  accent.  The  people  here  are  so  so- 
cial and  attentive  in  their  civilities  to  straii- 
(rers,  that  I  am  insensibly  sucked  into  the 
channel  of  their  manners  and  customs,  al- 
thoufjh  they  are  in  fact  much  more  difTerent 
from  ours  than  you  can  imagine.  That  dif- 
ference, however,  which  struck  me  very 
much  at  my  first  arrival,  I  now  hardly  per- 
ceive, and  my  ear  is  perfectly  reconciled  to 
the  Scotch  accent,  which  I  find  even  agree- 
able in  the  mouth  of  a  pretty  woman,  it  is 
a  sort  of  Doric  dialect,  which  gives  an  idea 
of  amiable  simplicity.  You  cannot  imagine 
how  we  have  been  caressed  and  feasted  in 
the  good  toivn  of  Edinburgh,  of  which  we 
are  become  free  denizens  and  guild-brothers, 
by  the  special  favour  of  the  magistracy. 

I  had  a  whimsical  commission  from  Bath, 
to  a  citizen  of  this  metropolis.  Q,uin,  un- 
derstanding our  intention  to  visit  Edinburgh, 
pulled  out  a  guinea,  and  desired  the  favour 
I  would  drink  it  at  a  tavern,  with  a  particu- 
lar friend  and  bottle  companion  of  his,  one 

Mr  R C ,  a  lawyer  of  this  city.     I 

ciiarged  mj'self  with  the  commission,  and 
taking  the  guinea, — *'  You  see,"  said  I,  "  I 
have  pocketed  your  bountv."  "  Yes,"  re- 
plied Quin,  laughing,  "  and  a  hoadach  into 
the  bargain,  if  you  drink  fair."  I  made  use 
of  this  introduction  to  Mr  C ,  who  re- 
ceived me  with  open  arms,  and  gave  me  the 
rendezvous,  according  to  the  cartel.  He 
had  provided  a  company  of  jolly  fellows, 
among  whom  I  found  myself- extremely  hap- 
py ;   and  did  JNIr  C and  Quin   all   the 

justice  in  my  power;  but,  alas!  I  was  no 
more  than  a  tyro  among  a  troop  of  veterans, 
who  had  compassion  upon  my  youth,  and 
conveyed  me  home  in  the  morning,  by  what 
means  I  know  not.  Quin  was  mistaken, 
however,  as  to  the  headach  ;  the  claret  was 
too  good  to  treat  me  so  roughlv. 

While  Mr  Bramble  holds  conferences  with 
the  gravor  literati  of  the  place,  and  our  fe- 
males are  entertained  at  visits  by  the  Scotch 
ladies,  who  are  the  best  and  kindest  creatures 
upon  earth,  I  pass  my  time  among  the  bucks 
of  Edmburgh  ;  who,  with  a  great  share  of 
Bp'rits  and  vivacity,  have  a  certain  shrewd- 
ness and  self-command  that  is  not  often  found 
among  their  neighbours  in  the  hey-day  of 
youth  and  exultation.  Not  a  hint  escapes 
tt  Scotchman  that  can  be  interpreted  into 
offence  by  any  individual  of  the  company : 
and  national  reflections  are  never  heard. 
In  this  particular,  I  must  own,  we  are  both 
unjust  and  ungrateful  to  the  Scotch  ;  for,  as 
tar  ae  I  am  able  to  judge,  they  have  a  real 
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I  esteem  for  the  natives  of  South  Britain  ;  and 
never  mention  our  country,  hut  with  express- 
ions of  regard.  Nevertheless,  they  arc  far 
from  being  servile  imitators  of  our  modes 
and  fashionable  vices.  All  their  customs  and 
regulations  of  public  and  private  economy, 
of  business  and  diversion,  arc  in  their  own 
style.  This  remarkably  predominates  in  their 
looks,  their  dress  and  manner,  their  music, 
and  even  their  cookery.  Our  squire  de- 
clares, that  he  knows  not  another  people 
upon  earth  so  strongly  marked  with  a  na- 
tional character.  Now  wc  are  upon  the 
article  of  cookery,  I  must  own,  some  of  their 
dishes  are  savoury,  and  even  delicate  ;  but  I 
am  not  yet  Scotchman  enough  to  relish  their 
singed  sheep's  head  and  haggis,  which  were 
provided,  at  our  request,  one  day  at  Mr 
Mitchelson's,  where  we  dined.  The  first  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  history  of  Congo,  in  which 
I  had  read  of  negroes'  heads  sold  publicly  in 
the  markets ;  the  last,  being  a  mess  of  minced 
lights,  livers,  suet,  oatmeal,  onions,  and  pep- 
per, inclosed  in  a  sheep's  stomach,  had  a 
very  sudden  effect  upon  mine,  and  the  deli- 
cate Mrs  Tabby  changed  colour  ;  when  the 
cause  of  our  disgust  was  instantaneously  re- 
moved at  the  nod  of  our  entertainer.  The 
Scotch  in  general  are  attached  to  this  com- 
position, with  a  sort  of  national  fondness,  as 
well  as  to  their  oatmeal  bread ;  which  is 
presented  at  every  table,  in  thin  triangular 
cakes,  baked  upon  a  plate  of  iron,  called  a 
girdle;  and  these  many  of  the  natives,  even 
in  the  highest  ranks  of  life,  prefer  to  wheaten 
bread,  which  they  have  here  in  perfection. 
You  know  we  used  to  vpx  poor  Murray  of 
Baliol  college,  by  asking,  if  there  was  really  no 
fruit  but  turnips  in  Scotland  !  Sure  enough 
I  have  seen  turnips  make  their  appearance, 
not  as  a  dessert,  but  by  way  of  Iwrs  d'cp.nvres, 
or  whets,  as  radishes  are  served  up  betwixt 
more  substantial  dishes  in  France  and  Italy; 
but  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  turnips  of 
tiiis  country  are  as  much  superior  in  sweet- 
ness, delicacy  and  flavour,  to  those  of  Eng- 
land,  as  a  musk-melon  is  to  the  stock  of  a 
common  cabbage.  They  are  small  and  coni- 
cal, of  a  yellowish  colour,  with  a  very  thin 
skin  ;  and,  over  and  above  their  agreeable 
taste,  are  valuable  for  their  antiscorbutic 
quality.  As  to  the  fruit  now  in  season,  such 
as  cherries,  gooseberries,  and  currants,  there 
is  no  want  of  them  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  in  the 
gardens  of  some  gentlemen,  who  live  in  this 
neighbourhood,  there  is  now  a  very  fwcur- 
ahle  appearance  of  apricots,  peaches,  r.cc 
tarines,  and  even  grapes;  nay,  I  have  seen 
a  very  fine  show  of  pine-apjdes  within  a  fe^ 
miles  of  this  metropolis.  Indeed,  we  have 
no  reason  to  be  surprised  at  these  particulars, 
when  we  consider  how  little  ditferenco  there 
is,  in  fact,  betwixt  this  climate  and  that  of 
London. 

All  the  remarkable  places  in  the  city  anj 
its  avenues,  for  ten  miles  around,  we  hare 
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visited,  much  to  or.r  satisfaction.  In  the  cas- 
tle are  some  royal  apartments,  where  the 
Eovcrcijjn  occasionally  resided  ;  and  here  are 
caret" illy  preserved  tlic  regalia  of  the  king- 
dom, consisting  of  a  crown,  said  to  be  of 
great  value  ;  a  sceptre,  and  a  sword  of  state, 
adorned  with  jewels.  Of  these  symbols  of 
sovereignty,  the  people  are  exceedingly  jea- 
lous. A  report  being  spread,  during  the 
silting  of  the  union  parliament,  that  they 
were  removed  to  London,  such  a  tumult 
arose,  that  the  lord  conunissioner  would  have 
been  torn  in  pieces,  if  he  had  not  produced 
them  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  populace. 

The  palace  of  Holyrood-house  is  an  ele- 
gant piece  of  architecture,  but  sunk  in  an 
obscure,  and,  as  I  take  it,  unwholesome  bot- 
tom, where  one  would  imagine  it  had  been 
placed  on  purpose  to  be  concealed.  The 
apartments  are  lofty,  but  unfurnished  ;  and 
as  for  the  pictures  of  the  Scottish  Jiings, 
from  Fergus  L  to  King  William,  they  are 
paltry  daubings,  mostly  by  the  same  liand, 
painted  either  from  the  imogination,  or  por- 
ters hired  to  sit  for  the  purpose.  All  the  di- 
versions of  London  we  enjoy  at  Edinburgh 
in  a  small  compass.  Here  is  a  well-conducted 
concert,  in  which  several  gentlemen  perform 
on  different  instruments.  Tiie  Scotch  are  all 
nnisicians.  Every  man  you  meet  plays  on 
the  flute,  the  violin.  Or  violincello  ;  and 
there  is  one  nobleman  whose  compositions 
are  universally  admired.  Our  company  of 
actors  is  very  tolerable  ;  and  a  subscription 
is  now  on  foot  for  building  a  new  theatre  ; 
but  their  assemblies  please  me  above  all 
other  public  exhibitions. 

We  have  been  at  the  hunters'  ball,  where 
I  was  really  astonished  to  see  such  a  number 
of  fine  women.  The  English  who  have 
never  crossed  the  Tweed,  imagine  erroneous- 
ly that  the  Scotch  ladies  arc  not  remarka- 
ble for  personal  attractions  ;  but  I  can  declare 
with  a  safe  conscience  I  never  saw  so  many 
handsome  females  together  as  were  assem- 
bled on  this  occasion.  At  the  Leith  races, 
the  best  company  comes  hither  from  the  re- 
moter provinces  ;  so  that,  I  suppose,  we  had 
all  the  beauty  of  the  kingdom  concentrated 
as  it  were  into  one  focus  ;  which  was  indeed 
so  vehement,  that  my  heart  could  liardly  re- 
sist its  power.  Between  friends,  it  has  sus- 
tained some  damage  from  the  bright  eyes  of 

the  charming  Miss  R n,  wlioin  I  had 

tiie  honour  to  dance  witli  at  tiic  ball.  The 
Countess  of  Melville  attracted  all  eyes,  and 
the  admiration  of  all  ])rc£ent.  She  was  ac- 
companied by  the  agreeable  ]\Iiss  Grieve, 
who  made  many  conquests  ;  nor  did  my  sis- 
ter Liddy  pass  unnoticed  in  tiie  assembly. — 
She  is  become  a  toast  at  Edinburgh,  by  the 
name  of  the  Fair  Cambrian,  and  has  al- 
leady  been  tlie  occasion  of  much  wine-shed  ; 
but  the  poor  girl  met  with  an  accident  at 
the  ball  whicii  has  given  us  great  disturb- 
ance 


A  young  gentleman,  the  express  miag« 
of  that  rascal  Wilson,  went  up  to  ask  her  tc 
dance  a  minuet ;  and  his  sudden  appear- 
ance shocked  her  so  much,  tliat  she  fainted 
away.  I  call  Wilson  a  rascal,  because  if  he 
had  been  really  a  gentleman,  with  honoura- 
ble intentions,  he  would  have  ere  now  ap- 
peared  in  his  own  ciiaracter.  I  must  own, 
my  blood  boils  with  indignation  when  I  think 
of  that  fellow's  presumption  ;  and  Heaven 
confound  me  if  I  don't — but  I  won't  be  so 
womanish  as  to  rail — time  will  perhaps  fur- 
nish occasion — tiiank  God  !  the  cause  of 
Liddy's  disorder  remains  a  secret.  The 
lady-directress  of  tlie  ball,  thinking  she  was 
overcome  by  the  heat  of  the  place,  had  her 
conveyed  to  another  room,  where  she  soon  re- 
covered so  well  as  to  return  and  join  in  the 
country-dances,  in  which  the  Scotch  lasses 
acquit  themselves  with  such  spirit  and  agil- 
ity, as  put  their  partners  to  the  heiglit  of 
their  mettle.  1  believe  our  aunt,  Mrs  Tabi- 
tha,  had  entertained  hopes  of  being  able  to 
do  some  execution  among  tlie  cavaliers  at 
this  assembly.  She  had  been  several  days 
in  consultation  with  milliners  and  mantua- 
inakers,  preparing  for  the  occasion,  at  which 
she  made  her  appearance  in  a  full  suit  of  da- 
mask, so  thick  and  heavy,  that  the  sight  of 
it  alone,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  was  suf- 
ficient to  draw  drops  of  sweat  from  any  man 
of  ordinary  imagination.  She  danced  one 
minuet  with  our  friend  Mr  Mitchelson,  who 
favoured  her  so  far,  in  the  spirit  of  hospital- 
ity and  politeness  ;  and  she  was  called  out 
a  second  time  by  the  young  laird  of  Balma- 
whapple,  who,  coming  in  by  accident,  could 
not  readily  find  any  other  partner  ;  but  as  the 
first  was  a  married  man,  and  the  second  paid 
no  particular  homage  to  her  charms,  which 
were  also  overlooked  by  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany, she  became  dissatisfied'and  censorious. 
At  supper,  she  observed  that  the  Scotch 
gentlemen  made  a  very  good  figure,  when 
they  were  a  little  improved  by  travelling; 
and,  therefore,  it  was  pity  they  did  not  all 
take  the  benefit  of  going  abroad.  She  said 
the  women  were  awkward,  masculine  crea- 
tures ;  that,  in  dancing,  they  lifted  their  legs 
like  so  many  colts  ;  that  they  had  no  idea  of 
graceful  motion,  and  put  on  their  clothes  in 
a  frightful  manner  ;  but  if  the  truth  must  be 
told.  Tabby  herself  was  the  most  ridiculous 
figure,  and  the  worst  dressed,  of  the  whole 
assembly.  The  neglect  of  the  male  sex  ren- 
dered her  malcontent  and  peevish  ;  she  now 
found  fiiult  with  every  thing  at  Edinburgh, 
and  teazed  her  brother  to  leave  the  place, 
when  she  was  suddenly  reconciled  to  it  on  a 
religious  consideration.  There  is  a  sect  of 
fanatics,  who  have  separated  tliemselves 
from  tiie  established  kirk,  under  the  name  of 
geceders.  They  acl^nowledge  no  eart'rfy 
head  of  the  church,  reject  lay  patronage, 
and  maintain  the  melhodist  doctrines  of  the 
new  birth,  the   new  light,  the  efFictcy  of 
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grace,  the  insufficiency  of  works,  and  the 
operations  of  the  spirit.  Mr.s  Tabitha,  at- 
tended by  Humphry  Clinker,  was  introduced 
to  one  of  their  conventicles,  where  they  both 
received  much  editication  ;  and  she  lias  had 
th.e  fjood  fortune  to  become  acquainted  with 
a.  pious  Christian,  called  Mr  Mollat,  who  is 
very  powerful  in  prayer,  and  often  assists 
her  in  private  exercises  of  devotion. 

I  never  saw  such  a  concourse  of  genteel 
company  at  any  races  in  Eng-land  as  appear- 
ed on  the  course  of  Leith.  Hard  by,  in  the 
fields  called  the  Link.s,  the  citizens  of  Edin- 
Viur<,rh  divert  themselves  at  a  game  called 
f^olf,  in  which  tliey  use  a  curious  kind  of 
bats  tipt  with  horn,  and  small  elastic  balls  of 
I'^ather,  stuffed  with  feathers,  rather  less 
than  tennis-balls,  but  of  a  nmch  harder  con- 
sistence. This  they  strike  with  such  force 
and  de.xfcrity  from  one  hole  to  another,  that 
they  will  fly  to  an  incredible  distance.  Of 
this  diversion  the  Scotch  are  so  fond,  that, 
v.-hen  the  weather  will  permit,  you  may  see 
a  multitude  of  all  ranks,  from  tlie  senator  of 
justice  to  tlie  lowest  tradesman,  mingled  to- 
gether in  their  shirts,  and  following  tlie  balls 
with  the  utmost  eagerness.  Among  others, 
I  was  shown  one  particular  set  of  golfers, 
the  youngest  of  whom  was  turned  of  four- 
score. They  were  all  gentlemen  of  inde- 
pendent fortunes,  who  had  anmscd  them- 
selves with  this  pastime  for  tiie  best  part  of 
a  century,  without  having  ever  felt  the  least 
alarm  from  sickness  or  disgust;  and  they 
never  went  to  bed  without  having  each  the 
best  part  of  a  gallon  of  claret  in  his  belly. 
Such  uninterrupted  exercise,  co-operating 
with  the  keen  air  from  the  sea,  must,  without 
all  doubt,  keep  the  appetite  always  on  edge, 
and  steel  the  constitution  ago.inst  all  The 
common  attacks  of  distemper. 

The  Leith  races  gave  occasion  to  another 
entertainment  of  a  very  singular  nature. 
There  is  at  Edinburgh  a  society  or  corpora- 
tion of  errand-boys  called  cadie.s;  who  ply  in 
the  streets  at  night  with  paper  lanterns,  and 
are  very  serviceable  in  carrying  messages. 
These  fellows,  tliough  ciiabby  in  their  appear- 
ance, and  rudely  familiar  in  their  address, 
arc  wonderfully  acute,  and  so  noted  for  fidel- 
ity, that  there  is  no  instance  of  a  cadie's 
having  betrayed  his  trust.  Such  is  their  in- 
telligence, that  they  know  not  only  every  in- 
dividual of  the  place,  but  also  every  strano-er, 
by  the  time  he  lias  been  foiir-and-twonty 
hours  in  Edinburgh ;  and  no  transaction, 
even  the  most  private,  can  escape  their  no- 
tice. They  are  particularly  famous  for  their 
dexterity  in  executing  one  of  the  functions 
of  Mercury ;  though,  for  my  own  part,  I 
ne%-er  employed  them  in  this  department  of 
business.  Had  T  occasion  for  any  service 
of  this  nature,  my  own  man,  Archy  M'Al- 
pine,  is  as  well  qualified  as  e'er  a  cadie  in 
Edinburgh  ;  and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  he 
B%8  not  been  heretofore  of  their  fraternity. 


Be  tiiat  as  it  may,  they  resolved  to  give  a 
dinner  and  a  bdl'  at  j]cilh,  to  whicii  they 
formally  invited  all  the  young  nobleman  and 
gentlemen  that  were  at  the  races  ;  and  this 
invitation  was  reinforced  by  an  assurance, 
that  all  the  celebrated  ladies  of  pleasure 
would  grace  the  entertainment  with  their 
company.  I  received  a  card  on  his  occasion, 
and  went  thither  with  half  a  dozen  of  my  ac- 
quaintance. In  a  large  hall,  the  cloth  was 
laid  on  a  long  range  of  tables  joined  to- 
gether, and  here  the  company  seated  them- 
selves, to  the  number  of  about  fourscore, 
lords  and  lairds,  and  other  gentlemen,  court- 
ezans and  cadies,  mingled  together,  as  the 
slaves  and  their  masters  were  m  the  time  of 
the  Saturnalia  in  ancient  Rome.  The  toast- 
master,  wlio  sat  at  the  upper  end,  was  one 
Cadie  Eraser,  a  veteran  i)imp,  distluguislied 
for  his  humour  and  sagacity,  well  known 
and  much  respected  in  hir,  profession  by  all 
the  guests,  male  and  fesr.ile,  that  were  here 
assembled.  He  had  bespoke  the  dinner  and 
the  wine:  he  had  taken  care  that  all  his 
brethren  should  appear  in  decent  apparel  and 
clean  linen;  and  he  himself  wore  a  periwig 
with  three  tails,  in  honour  of  the  festival.  I 
assure  you  the  banquet  was  both  elegant  and 
plentiful,  and  seasoned  with  a  thousand  sal- 
lies, that  promoted  a  general  spirit  of  mirth 
and  good  humour.  Atler  the  dessert,  Mi 
JVascr  proposed  the  following  toasts,  which 
I  don't  pretend  to  explain  :  "  The  best  in 
Christendom" — «'  Gibb's  contract" — "  The 
beggar's  bennison" — "  King  and  kirk"— 
"Great  Britain  and  Ireland."  Then,  fillino 
a  bumper,  and  turning  to  me, — "  Alester 
Malford,"  said  he,  "  may  a'  unkindness  cease 
betwixt  John  Bull  and  his  sister  Moggy." 
The  next  person  he  singled  out  was  a  noble- 
man who  had  been  long  abroad.  "  Ma  lord," 
cried  Eraser,  «'  here  is  a  bumper  to  a'  those 
noblemen  who  have  virtue  enough  to  spend 
their  rents  in  their  ain  coontray."  He  after- 
wards addressed  himself  to  a  member  of  par- 
liament in  these  words  :  "  Mester,  I'm  sure 
ye'll  ha'  nao  objection  to  my  drinking — Dis- 
grace  and  dool  to  ilka  Scot  that  sells  his  con- 
science and  his  vote."  He  discharged  a 
third  sarcasm  at  a  person  very  gaily  dressed, 
who  had  risen  from  small  beginnings,  and 
made  a  considerable  fortune  at  play.  ^Filling 
his  glass,  and  calling  him  by  name, — "  Lang 
life,"  said  he,  "to  the  wylie  loon  that  gangs 
a-tield  with  a  toom  poke  at  his  Junzie,  and 
comes  haine  with  a  sackfti'  o'  siller."  AH 
these  toasts  being  received  with  loud  bursts 
of  applause,  Mr  Eraser  called  for  pint  glasses, 
and  filled  )iis  own  to  the  brim  :  then  stand- 
ing up,  and  all  I  is  brethren  following  his  ex 
ample, — "  Ma  lords  and  gentlemen,"  cried 
he,  "  hero  is  a  cup  of  thanks  for  the  great 
and  undeserved  honour  you  have  done  your 
poor  errand-boys  this  day."  So  saying,  he 
and  they  drank  off  their  glasses  in  a  trice, 
and,  quitting  their  seats,  took  their  station 
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^ach  behind  one  of  the  other  guests,  exclaim- 
ijig — "  Nco  we're  your  honours'  cadies 
again." 

T!ie  nobleman  who  had  borne  the  first  brunt 
of  Mr  Frascr's  satire,  objected  to  his  abdica- 
tion. He  said,  as  the  company  was  assem- 
Dicd  by  invitation  from  the  cadies,  he  ex- 
pected they  were  to  be  entertained  at  their 
expense.  "  By  no  means,  my  lord,"  cried 
Fraser  ;  "  I  wad  na  be  guilty  of  sic  presump- 
tion for  the  wide  warld.  I  never  affronted 
a  gentleman  since  I  was  born  ;  and  sure,  at 
this  age,  I  wonnot  offer  an  indignity  to  sic 
an  honourable  convention."  "  Well,"  said 
liis  lordship,  "  as  you  have  expended  some 
wit,  you  have  a  right  to  save  your  money. 
You  have  given  me  good  counsel,  and  I  take 
it  in  good  part.  As  you  have  voluntarily 
quitted  your  seat,  I  will  take  your  place, 
with  the  leave  of  the  good  company,  and 
think  myself  happy  to  be  hailed.  Father  uf 
the  Feast."  He  was  forthwith  elected  into 
the  chair,  and  complimented  in  a  bumper  on 
his  new  character. 

The  claret  continued  to  circulate  without 
interruption,  till  the  glasses  seemed  to  dance 
upon  the  table;  and  this,  perhaps,  was  a 
hint  to  the  ladies  to  call  for  music.  At  eight 
in  the  evening  the  ball  began  in  another 
apartment ;  at  midnight  we  v,'ent  to  supper  : 
but  it  was  broad  day  before  I  found  the  way 
to  my  lodgings ;  and,  no  doubt,  his  lordship 
had  a  swinging  bill  to  discharge. 

In  short,  I  have  lived  so  riotously  for  some 
weeks,  that  my  uncle  begins  to  be  alarmed 
on  the  score  of  my  constitution,  and  very 
seriously  observes,  that  all  his  own  infirmi- 
ties are  owing  to  such  excesses  indulged  in 
his  youth.  Mrs  Tabitha  says  it  would  be 
more  for  the  advantage  of  my  soul  as  well 
as  body,  if,  instead  of  frequenting  those 
scenes  of  debauchery,  I  would  accompany 
Mr  Moffat  and  her  to  hear  a  sermon  of  the 
Reverend  Mr  M'Corkendale.  Clinke'r  often 
exhorts  me,  with  a  groan,  to  take  care  of  my 
precious  health  ;  and  even  Archy  M'Alpine, 
v.'hen  he  happens  to  be  overtaken  (which  is 
oftener  the  case  than  I  could  wish),  reads 
me  a  long  lecture  upon  temperance  and  so- 
briety ;  and  is  so  very  wise  and  sententious, 
that,  if  I  could  provide  him  with  a  professor's 
chair,  I  would  willingly  give  up  the  benefit 
of  his  admonitions  and  service  together;  for 
I  was  tutor  sick  at  alma  mater. 

I  am  not,  however,  so  much  engrossed  by 
the  gaieties  of  Edinburgh,  but  that  I  find 
time  to  make  parties  in  the  family  way.  We 
have  not  only  seen  all  the  villas  and  villages 
within  ten  mjles  of  the  capital,  but  we  have 
also  crossed *the  Frith,  which  is  an  arm  of 

.he  sea  seven  miles  broad,  that  divides  Lo- 
thian from  the  shire,  or,  as  the  Scotch  call  it, 
the  kingdom  of  Fife.  There  is  a  number 
of  large  open  sea-boats  that  ply  jn  this  pass- 
age from  Leith  to  Kinghorn,  which  is  a 
.^orougl*  on  the  other  side      Tn  one  of  these 


our  whole  family  embarked  three  days  ago. 
excepting  my  sister,  who,  being  exceeding 
fearful  of  the  water,  was  left  to  the  care  of 
Mrs  Mitchelson.    We  had  an  easy  and  quicli 
passage  into  Fife,  where  we  visited  a  nam- 
ber  of  poor  towns  on  the  sea-side,  including 
St  Andrews,  which  is  the  skeleton  of  a  vene- 
rable city  ;  but  we  were  much  better  pleased 
with  sonic  noble  and  elegant  seats  and  cas- 
tles, of  v;hich  there  is  a  great  number  in  that 
part  of  Scotland.     Yesterday  we  took  boat 
again  on  our  return  to  Leith,  with  a  fair 
wind  and  agreeable  weather:   but  we  had 
not  advanced  half  way,  when  the  sky  was 
suddenly  overcast,  and  the  wind  changing, 
blew  directly  in  our  teeth  ;  so  that  we  were 
obliged  to  turn,  or  tack,  the  rest  of  the  way. 
In  a  v/ord,  the  gale  increased  to  a  storm  of 
vv'ind  and  rain,  attended  with  such  a  fog, 
that  we  could  not  see  the  town  cf  Leith,  tj 
which  we  were  bound,  nor  even  the  castle 
of  Edinburgh,  notwithstanding  its  high  situa- 
tion.    It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  we 
were  all  alarmed  on  this  occasion.     And,  at 
the  same  time,  most  of  the  passengers  v,-ere 
seized  with  a  nausea  that  produced  violent 
retchings.     My  aunt  desired  her  brother  to 
order  the  boatmen  to  put  back  to  Kinghorn, 
and  this  expedient  he  actually  proposed  ;  but 
they  assured  him  there  was  no  danger.    Mrs 
Tabitha,  finding  them   obstinate,   began   to 
scold,  and  insisted  upon  my  uncle's  exerting 
his  authority  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.    Sick 
and  peevish   as  he  was,  he  could  not  help 
laughing  at  this  wise  proposal,  telling  her, 
that  his  commission  did  not  extend  so  far, 
and,  if  it  did,  he  should  let  the  people  take 
their  own  way  ;  for  he  thought  it  would  be 
great  presumption  in  him  to  direct  them  in 
the  exercise  of  their  own  profession.     Mrs 
Winifred  Jenkins  made  a  general  clearance, 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr  Humphry  Clinker, 
who  joined  her  both  in  prayer  and  ejacula- 
tion.    As  he  took  it  for  granted  that  v.e 
should  not  be  long  in  this  world,  he  ofiered 
some  spiritual  consolation  to  Mrs  Tabitha, 
who  rejected  it  with  great  disgust,  bidding 
him   keep  his  sermons   for   those  who  had 
leisure   to  hear  such   nonsense.     My  uncle 
sat,  recollected  in  iiimself,  without  speaking  ; 
my  man  Archy  had  recourse  to  a  brandy  bot- 
tle, with  v/hich  he  made  so  free,  that  I  ima- 
gined he  had  sworn  to  die  of  drinking  any 
thing  rather  than  sea-water;  but  the  brandy 
had  no  m.ore  effect  upon  him  in  the  way  of  in- 
toxication,  than  if  it  had  been  sea-water  in 
good   earnest.     As   for   myself,  I  was   too 
much  engrossed  by  the  sickness  at  my  sto- 
mach  to  think  of  any  thing  else.     Mean- 
while the  sea  swelled  mountains  high ;  the 
boat  pitched  with  such  violence,  as  if  it  had 
been  going  to  pieces ;  tlie  cordage  rattled, 
the  wind  roared,  the  lightning  flashed,  the 
thunder  bellowed,  and  tlie  rain  descended  in 
a  deluge.     Every  time  the  vessel  was  pu: 
about,  we  shipped  a  sea  that  drenched  u^  ail 
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tt>  the  skin.  Wlien,  by  dint  of  turning,  \vc 
ttioiight  to  have  cleared  the  pier-head,  we 
were  driven  to  leeward,  and  then  the  boat- 
men themselves  began  to  fear  that  the  tide 
would  fail  before  we  would  fetch  up  our  lee- 
way :  the  next  trip,  however,  brought  us  into 
smooth  water,  and  we  were  safely  landed  on 
the  quay  about  one  o'clock  in  tlie  afternoon. 
"  To  be  sure,"  cried  Tabby,  when  she  found 
herself  on  terra  Jirma,  "  we  must  all  have 
perished,  if  we  had  not  been  the  particular 
care  of  Providence."  "  Yes,"  replied  my 
uncle,  "  but  I  am  much  of  the  honest  High- 
lander's mind :  after  he  had  made  such  a 
passage  as  tliis,  his  friend  told  him  he  was 
much  indebted  to  Providence."  "  Certainly," 
said  Donald;  "but,  by  my  saul,  mon,  Pse 
ne'er  trouble  Providence  again,  so  long  as 
ilie  brig  of  Stirling  stands."  You  must  know, 
tiie  brig,  or  bridge  of  Stirling,  stands  above 
twenty  miles  up  the  river  Forth,  of  which 
this  is  the  outlet.  1  don't  find  that  our 
squire  has  suffered  in  his  health  from  this 
adventure  ;  but  poor  Liddy  is  in  a  peaking 
v/ay.  Pm  afraid  this  unfortunate  girl  is  un- 
ea.sy  in  her  mind  ;  and  this  apprehension 
distracts  me,  for  she  is  really  an  amiable 
creature. 

We  shall  .«et  out  to  morrow,  or  next  day, 
for  Stirling  and  Glasgow  :  and  we  propose 
to  penetrate  a  little  way  into  the  Highlands, 
before  we  turn  our  course  to  the  southward. 
In  the  mean  time,  commend  me  to  all  our 
friends  round  Carfax,  and  believe  me  to  be 
ever  yours,  J.  MELFORD. 

Edinburgh,  Augicst  8. 


To  Dii  Leu  IS. 

1  should  be  very  ungrateful,  dear  Lewis,  if 
I  did  not  find  myself  disposed  to  think  and 
ppcak  favourably  of  this  people,  among  whom 
I  have  met  with  more  kindness,  hospitality, 
and  rational  entertainment,  in  a  few  weeks, 
than  ever  I  received  in  any  other  country 
during  the  whole  course  of  my  life.  Perhaps 
the  gratitude  excited  by  these  benefits  may 
interfere  with  tlie  impartiality  of  my  re- 
marks ;  for  a  man  is  as  apt  to  be  prepossess-  j 
ed  by  particular  favours,  as  to  be  prejudiced 
by  private  motives  of  disgust.  If  I  am  par- 
tial, there  is  at  least  some  merit  in  my  con- 
version from  illiberal  prejudices,  which  had 
grown  up  with  my  constitution. 

The  first  impresi;ion  which  an  Englishman 
receives  in  this  country,  will  not  contribute 
to  the  removal  of  his  prejudices  ;  because  he 
refers  every  thing  he  sees  to  a  comparison 
with  the  same  articles  in  his  own  countr}'  ; 
and  this  comparison  is  unfavourable  to  Scot- 
land in  all  its  exteriors  ;  such  as  the  face  of 
the  countrj-,  in  respect  to  cultivation,  the 
appearance  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  and 
tlie  language  of  conversation  in  general.  I 
am  not  so  far  convinced  by  Mr  Lismahago's 
80* 


arguments,  but  that  1  think  the  Scotch  would 
do  well,  for  their  own  sakes,  to  adopt  tho 
Englisii  idioms  and  pronunciation  ;  those  oi 
them  especially  who  are  resolved  to  push 
their  fortunes  in  South  Britain.  I  know, 'oy 
experience,  how  easily  an  Englishman  is  in- 
fluenced by  the  ea.-,  and  how  apt  he  is  to 
laugli,  when  ho  hears  his  own  language 
spoken  with  a  foreign  or  provincial  accent. 
I  have  known  a  member  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons  speak  with  great  energy  and  precision, 
without  being  able  to  engage  attention  ;  be- 
cause his  observations  were  made  in  the 
Scotch  dialect,  which  (no  offence  to  Lieu- 
tenant Lismaiingo)  certainly  gives  a  clown- 
ish air  even  to  sentiments  of  the  greatest 
dignity  and  decorum.  I  have  declared  my 
opinion  on  this  head  to  some  of  the  most 
sensible  mon  of  this  country,  observing,  at 
the  same  time,  that  if  tiiey  would  employ  a 
few  natives  of  England  to  teach  the  pronun- 
ciation of  our  vernacular  tongue,  in  twenty 
years  there  would  be  no  difference,  in  point 
of  dialect,  between  the  youth  of  Edinburgh 
and  of  London. 

The  civil  regulations  of  this  kingdom  and 
metropolis  are  taken  from  very  different 
models  from  those  of  England,  excepting  in 
a  few  particular  cslabiishments,  the  neces- 
sary consequences  of  the  union.  Their  col- 
lege  of  justice  is  a  bench  of  great  dignity, 
filled  with  judges  of  character  and  ability.  1 
have  heard  some  causes  tried  before  this 
venerable  tribunal  ;  and  was  very  much 
pleased  with  the  pleadings  of  their  advocates, 
who  are  by  no  means  deficient  either  in  argu- 
ment or  elocution.  The  Scottish  legislation 
is  founded,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  civil 
law:  consequently,  their  proceedings  vary 
from  those  of  the  English  tribunals;  but,  I 
think,  they  have  the  advantage  of  us  in  their 
method  of  examining  witnesses  apart,  and 
in  the  constitution  of  their  jury  ;  by  which 
they  certainly  avoid  the  evil  which  I  men- 
tioned in  my  last  from  Lismahago's  obser- 
vation. 

The  university  of  Edinburgh  is  supplied 
with  excellent  professors  in  all  the  sciences  ; 
and  the  medical  school,  in  particular,  is  fa- 
mous all  over  Europe.  The  students  of  this 
art  have  the  best  opportunity  of  learning  it 
to  perfection,  in  all  its  branches,  as  there 
are  different  courses  for  the  theory  of  medi- 
cine, and  the  practice  of  medicine ;  for 
anatomy,  chemistry,  bota?ty,  and  the  mate- 
ria meaicn,  over  and  above  those  of  mathe- 
matics and  experimental  philosophy  ;  and 
all  these  are  given  by  men  of  distinguished 
talents.  What  renders  tliis  part  of  educa- 
tion still  more  conqilete,  is  the  advantage  of 
attending  the  infirnjary.  which  is  the  best  in- 
stituted  cliaritable  foundation  Kiat  I  ever 
knew.  Now  we  arc  talking  of  charities, 
here  are  several  hospitals,  exceedingly  wei. 
endowed,  and  maintained  under  admirable 
regulations  ;  and  these  arc  not  only  usefnt 
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but  ornamental  to  the  city.  Among  these,  I 
shall  only  mention  the  general  workhouse,  in 
which  all  the  poor,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  are  employed,  according  to  their  differ- 
t-nt  abilities,  with  such  judgment  and  etfect, 
tliat  they  nearly  maintain  themselves  by  their 
labour,  and  there  is  not  a  beggar  to  be  seen 
within  the  precincts  of  t'.iis  metropolis.  It 
was  Glasgow  that  set  the  example  of  this 
establishment,  aoout  thirty  years  ago.  Even 
tiie  kirk  of  Scotland,  so  long  reproached 
witli  fanaticism  ana  canting,  abounds  at  pre- 
sent with  ministers  celebrated  for  their  learn- 
imr,  and  respectable  for  their  moderation. 
1  have  heard  their  sermons  with  equal  as- 
tonishment and  pleasure.  The  good  people 
of  Edinburgh  no  longer  think  dirt  and  cob- 
,vebs  essential  to  the  house  of  God.  Some 
jf  their  cliurches  have  admitted  such  orna- 
ments as  would  have  excited  sedition,  even 
in  England,  a  little  more  than  a  century  ago  ; 
and  psalmody  is  here  practised  and  taught 
by  a  professor  from  the  cathedral  of  Durham. 
I  should  not  be  suprised,  in  a  few  years,  to 
hear  it  accompanied  with  an  organ. 

Edinburgh  is  a  hot-bed  of  genius.  I  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  many  authors  of  the  first  distinction  ; 
such  as  the  two  Humes,  Robertson,  Smith, 
Wallace,  Blair,  Ferguson,  Wilkie,'  &c.  and 
I  have  found  them  all  as  agreeable  in  con- 
versation, as  they  are  instructive  and  enter- 
taining in  their  writings.  These  acquaint- 
ances I  owe  to  the  friendship  of  Dr  Carlyle, 
who  wants  nothing  but  inclination  to  figure 
with  the  rest  upon  paper.  The  magistracy 
of  Edinburgh  is  changed  every  year  by  elec- 
tion, and  seems  to  be  very  well  adapted  both 
for  state  and  authority.  The  lord  ■provost 
">  equal  in  dignity  to  the  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don ;  and  the  foiir  bailies  are  equivalent  to 
the  rank  of  aldermen.  There  is  a  dean  of 
guild,  who  takes  cognizance  of  mercantile 
affairs;  a  treasurer,  a  town  clerk;  and  the 
council  is  composed  of  deacons,  one  of  whom 
is  returned  every  year  in  rotation,  as  repre- 
sentative of  every  company  of  artificers  or 
handicraftsmen.  Though  this  city,  from  the 
nature  of  its  situation,  can  never  be  made 
either  very  convenient  or  very  cleanly,  it 
has,  nevertheless,  an  air  of  magnificence 
that  commands  respect.  The  castle  is  an 
instance  of  the  sublime  in  site  and  archi- 
tecture. Its  fortifications  are  kept  in  good 
order,  and  there  is  always  in  it  a  garrison 
of  regular  soldiers,  which  is  relieved  every 
year  ;  but  it  is  incapable  of  sustaining  a  siege 
carried  on  according  to  the  modern  opera- 
tions of  war.  The  Castle-hili,  which  exte-^ds 
from  the  outward  gate  to  tlic  upper  end  of 
the  High-street,  is  used  as  a  public  walk 
for  the  citizens,  and  commands  a  prospect, 
equally  extensive  and  delightful,  over  tlie 
;;ounty  of  Fife,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Frith, 
and  all  along  the  sea-coast,  which  is  covered 
'*'ith  a  succession  of  towns,  that  would  seem 


to  indicate  a  considerable  siiare  of  com- 
merce ;  but  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  thesp, 
towns  have  been  falling  to  decay  ever  sincn 
the  union,  by  which  the  Scotch  were  in  a 
great  measure  deprived  of  their  trade  with 
France.  The  palace  of  Holyroodhouse  is  a 
jewel  in  architecture,  thrust  into  a  hollow 
where  it  cannot  be  seen  ;  a  situation  whici; 
was  certainly  not  chosen  by  the  ingenious 
architect,  who  must  have  been  confined  to 
the  site  of  the  old  palace,  which  was  a  con- 
vent. Edinburgii  is  considerably  extended 
on  the  south  side,  where  there  are  divers 
little  elegant  squares,  built  in  the  English 
manner  ;  and  the  citizens  have  planned  some 
improvements  on  the  north,  which,  when  put 
in  execution,  will  add  greatly  to  the  beauty 
and  convenience  of  this  capital. 

Tlie  sea-port  is  Leith,  a  flourishing  town, 
about  a  mile  from  the  city,  in  the  harbour 
of  which  I  have  seen  above  one  hundtcd 
ships  lying  all  together.  You  must  know  I 
had  the  curiosity  to  cross  the  Frith  in  a 
passage-boat,  and  staid  two  days  in  Fife, 
which  is  remarkably  fruitful  in  corn,  and 
exhibits  a  suprising  number  of  fine  seats, 
elegantly  built,  and  magnificently  furnished. 
There  is  an  incredible  number  of  noble  hou- 
ses in  every  part  of  Scotland  that  I  have 
seen — Dalkeith,  Pinkie,  Yester,  and  Lord 
Hopetoun's,  all  of  them  within  four  or  live 
miles  of  Edinburgh,  are  princely  palaces,  m 
every  one  of  which  a  sovereign  might  reside 
at  his  ease.  I  suppose  the  Scotch  affect 
these  monuments  of  grandeur.  If  I  may  be 
allowdd  to  mingle  censure  with  my  rem.arka 
upon  a  people  1  revere,  I  must  observe,  that 
their  weak  side  seems  to  be  vanity.  I  am 
afiraid  that  even  their  hospitality  is  not  quite 
free  of  ostentation.  I  think  I  have  discovered 
among  them  uncommon  pains  taken  to  dis- 
play their  fine  linen,  of  which  indeed  thc-y 
have  great  plenty,  their  furniture,  plate,  house- 
keeping, and  variety  of  wines,  in  which  article, 
it  must  be  owned,  they  are  profuse,  if  not  pro- 
digal. A  burgher  of  Edinburgh,  not  content 
to  vie  with  a  citizen  of  London  who  has  ten 
times  his  fortune,  must  excel  him  in  the  ex- 
pense as  well  as  the  elegance  of  his  enter- 
tainments. 

Though  the  villas  of  the  Scotch  nobility 
and  gentry  have  generally  an  air  of  grandeur 
and  state,  I  think  their  gardens  and  parks 
are  not  comparable  to  those  of  England  ;  a 
circumstance  the  more  remarkable,  as  I  was 
told  by  the  ingenious  Mr  Philip  Miller  of 
Chelsea,  that  almost  all  the  gardeners  of 
South  Britain  were  natives  of  Scotland.  Tlie 
verdure  of  this  country  is  not  equal  to  that 
of  England.  The  pleasure-grounds  are,  in 
my  opinion,  not  so  well  laid  out  according 
to  the  (renins  loci;  nor  are  the  lawns,  and 
walks,  and  hedges,  kept  in  such  delicate 
order.  The  trees  are  planted  in  prudish 
rows,  which  have  not  such  an  agreeable  nrw- 
tural  effect,  as  when  they  are  thrown  into 
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irregular  frroiips;  with  iutervciiinir  jflades;  aiul 
the  firs,  wliicli  llicy  ffeiicrally  raise  around 
their  houses,  look  dull  and  funereal  in  tiic 
Bunimer  season.  I  must  confess,  indeed,  tiiat 
they  yield  serviceable  timber,  and  (jood  shel- 
ter ajjainst  the  nortliorn  blasts  ;  tliat  tliey 
grow  and  thrive  in  the  most  barren  soil,  and 
continually  perspire  a  fnic  balsam  of  turpen- 
tine, which  nnist  render  the  air  very  salutary 
and  sanative  to  lungs  of  a  tender  te.vture. 

Tabby  and  1  have  been  both  frightened  in 
our  return  by  sea  from  the  coast  of  Fife. 
She  was  afraid  of  drowning,  and  I  of  catch- 
ing cold,  in  consequence  of  being  drcnclicd 
with  sea-water ;  but  iny  fears,  as  well  as 
lier's,  have  been  happily  disappointed.  She 
is  now  in  perfect  healtii ;  I  wish  I  could  say 
the  same  of  liiddy.  Something  uncommon 
is  the  matter  with  that  poor  child  ;  her  colour 
fades,  her  appetite  fails,  and  her  spirits  iiag. 
She  has  become  moping  and  melancholy. 
and  is  otlen  found  in  tears.  Her  brother 
suspects  internal  uneasiness  on  account  of 
Wilson,  and  denounces  vengeance  against 
that  adventurer.  She  was,  it  seems,  strongly 
affected  at  the  ball,  by  tlio  suddtni  appear- 
cnce  of  one  Mr  Gordon,  wlio  strongly  resem- 
bles the  said  Wilson  ;  but  I  am  ratiier  suspi- 
cious that  she  caught  cold  by  being  over- 
heated with  dancing.  I  have  consulted  Dr 
Gregory,  an  eminent  physician,  of  an  amiable 
•character,  who  advices  the  Highland  air,  and 
'.he  use  of  goat-milk  whey,  which  surely  can- 
not iiave  a  bad  effect  upon  a  patient  who  was 
oorn  and  bred  among  the  mountains  of  Wales. 
Piie  doctor's  opinion  is  the  more  agreeable, 
as  we  shall  fmd  those  remedies  in  the  very 
place  which  I  proposed  as  the  utmost  extent 
3f  our  expedition — I  mean  the  borders  of 
Arg>'ll. 

Sir  Smollett,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  com- 
missary-court, which  is  now  sitting,  has  very 
kindly  insisted  upon  our  lodging  at  his  conn- 
try-house,  on  the  banks  of  Loch  Lomond, 
about  fourteen  miles  beyond  Glasgow.  For 
this  last  city  wo  shall  set  out  in  two  days, 
and  take  Stirling  in  our  way,  well  provided 
with  recommendations  from  our  friends  at 
Edinburgh,  whom,  I  protest,  I  shall  leave 
with  much  regret.  I  am  so  far  from  thinking 
it  any  hardsliip  to  live  in  this  country,  tliat, 
if  I  was  obliged  to  lead  a  town-life,  Edin- 
burgh would  certainly  be  the  head-quarters 
of  yours  ahvavs, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Edinburgh,  August  8. 


T3  Sir  Watki.n  Phim.ips,  Bart,  of  Jcsi's 
Coi,i,i;gk,  Uxo.n. 

Df.ar  Knioht, — I  am  now  a  little  short 
of  tiie  ultima  Tliule,  if  this  appellation  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  Orkneys  or  Hebrides. 
These  last  are  now  lying  before  me,  to  the 
jnount  of  some  hundreds,  scattered  up  and 


down  the  Deucalcdonian  sea,  affording  the 
most  picturesque  and  romantic  prospect  1 
ever  beheld.  1  write  this  letter  in  a  gentle- 
man's house,  near  the  town  of  Inveraray, 
which  may  be  deemed  the  cai)ital  of  the 
West  Higlilands,  famous  for  nothing  so  mncli 
as  tor  the  stately  castle  begun  and  actually 
covered  in  by  the  late  duke  of  Argyll,  at  a 
prodigious  expense.  Whether  it  will  ever 
be  completely  fmished  is  a  cinestion. 

But,  to  take  thmgs  in  order.  We  left 
Edinburgh  ten  days  ago — and  the  farther 
north  we  proceed,  we  find  Mrs  Tabitha  the 
less  manageable ;  so  that  her  inclinations 
are  not  of  the  nature  of  the  loadstone — they 
point  not  towards  the  pole.  What  made 
her  leave  Edinburgh  with  reluctance  at  last, 
if  we  may  believe  her  own  assertions,  was  a 
dispute  which  she  left  untinishod  with  Mr 
Moffat,  touching  the  eternity  of  hell  torments. 
That  gentleman,  as  he  advanced  in  years, 
began  to  be  sceptical  on  this  head,  till  at 
length  he  declared  open  war  against  tlie 
common  acceptation  of  the  word  eternal. 
He  is  now  persuaded  that  eternal  signifies 
no  more  than  an  indefinite  number  of  years  ; 
and  that  the  most  enormous  sinner  may  be 
quit  for  nine  millions  nine  hundred  thousand, 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years  of  hell- 
fire;  \Oliich  term  or  period,  as  he  very  well 
observes,  forms  but  an  inconsiderable  drop, 
as  it  were,  in  the  ocean  of  eternity.  For 
this  mitigation  he  contends,  as  a  system 
agreeable  to  the  ideas  of  goodness  and  mercy 
which  we  annex  to  the  Supreme  Being. 
Our  aunt  seemed  willing  to  adopt  this  doc- 
trine in  favour  of  the  wicked  :  but  he  hinted, 
that  no  |)erson  whatever  was  so  righteous  as 
to  be  exempted  entirely  from  punishment  in 
a  future  state ;  and  that  the  most  pious  Chris- 
tian upon  earth  might  think  himself  ver^ 
happy  to  get  off  for  a  fast  of  seven  or  eight 
thousand  years  in  the  midst  of  fire  and  brim- 
stone. Mrs  Tabitha  revolted  at  this  dogma 
which  filled  her  at  once  with  horror  and  in- 
dignation. She  had  recourse  to  the  opinion 
of  Humphry  Clinker,  who  roundly  declared 
it  was  the  popish  doctrine  of  purgatory,  anj 
quoted  scripture  in  defence  of  the  Jlre  ever- 
lasting prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  an- 
gels. "The  Reverend  Mr  M'Corkcndale,  and 
all  the  theologists  and  saints  of  that  persua- 
sion, were  consulted,  and  some  of  them  had 
doubts  about  the  matter,  which  doubts  and 
scruples  had  begun  to  infect  our  aunt  when 
we  took  our  departure  from  Edinburgh. 

We  passed  through  Linlithgow,  where 
there  was  an  elegant  royal  palace,  which  is 
now  gone  to  decay,  as  well  as  the  towji 
itself.  This  too  is  pretty  much  the  case  with 
Stirling,  though  it  still  boasts  of  a  fine  old 
castle,  in  which  the  kings  of  Scotland  were 
wont  to  reside  in  their  minority.  But  Glas- 
o-ow  is  tiie  pride  of  Scotland,  and  indeed  it 
miofht  very  well  pass  for  an  elegant  and 
flourishing  city  in  anv  part  of  Christendom. 
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There  we  liad  the  good  fortune  to  be  received 
into  the  house  ot"  Mr  Moore,  an  eminent 
surgeon,  to  wliom  \vc  were  recommended  by 
one  of  our  friends  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  truly 
he  could  not  have  done  us  more  essential 
service.  Mr  Moore  is  a  merry,  facetious  com- 
panion, sensible  and  shrewd,  with  a  consi- 
derable fund  of  humour  ;  and  his  wife  an 
agreeable  woman,  well  bred,  kind  and  ob- 
liging. Kindness,  which  I  take  to  be  the 
essence  of  good  nature  and  humanity,  is  the 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  Scotch 
ladies  in  their  own  country.  Our  landlord 
eliowed  us  every  thing,  and  introduced  us  to 
a!l  the  world  at  Glasgow,  where,  through  his 
recommendation,  we  were  complimented  with 
the  freedom  of  the  town.  Considering  the 
trade  and  opulence  of  this  place,  it  cannot  but 
abound  with  gaiety  and  diversions.  IJere 
is  a  great  number  of  young  fellows  that  rival 
the  youth  of  the  capital  in  spirit  and  ex- 
pence  :  and  I  was  soon  convinced,  that  all 
the  female  beauties  of  Scotland  were  not 
assembled  at  the  hunters'  ball  in  Edinburgh. 
The  town  of  Glasgow  flourishes  in  learning, 
as  well  as  in  commerce.  Here  is  an  uni- 
versity, with  professors  in  all  the  different 
brandies  of  science,  liberally  endowed,  and 
judiciously  chosen.  It  was  vacation  time 
svhen  I  passed,  so  that  I  could  not  entirely 
satisfy  my  curiosity  ;  but  their  mode  of  edu- 
cation is  certainly  preferable  to  ours  in  some 
respects.  The  students  are  not  left  to  the 
private  instruction  of  tutors,  but  taught  in 
public  schools  or  classes,  each  science  by 
its  particular  professor  or  regent. 

My  uncle  is  in  raptures  with  Glasgow. 
He  not  only  visited  all  the  manufactories  of 
the  place,  but  made  excursions  all  round,  to 
Hamilton,  Paisley,  Renfrew,  and  every  other 
place  within  a  dozen  miles,  where  there  \ras 
any  thing  remarkable  to  be  seen  in  art  or  na- 
ture. I  believe  the  exercise  occasioned  by 
these  jaunts  was  of  service  to  my  sister 
Liddy,  whose  appetite  and  spirits  begin  to  re- 
vive. Mrs  Tabitha  displayed  her  attractions 
as  usual,  and  actually  believed  she  had  entan- 
gled one  Mr  M'Clellan,  a  rich  inkle  manufac- 
turer, in  her  snares  ;  but  when  matters  came 
to  an  explanation,  it  appeared  that  his  attach- 
ment was  altogether  spiritual,  founded  upon 
an  intercourse  of  devotion  at  the  meeting  of 
Mr  John  Wesley,  who,  in  the  course  of  his 
evangelical  mission,  had  come  hither  in  per- 
son. At  length  we  set  out  for  the  banks  of 
liOch  Lomond,  passing  through  the  little 
oorough  of  Dumbarton,  or  (as  my  uncle 
wiii  have  it)  Dunbritton,  where  there  is  a 
castle  more  curious  than  any  thing  of  the 
Kmd  1  had  ever  seen.  It  is  honoured  with  a 
particular  description  by  the  elegant  Bu- 
chanan, as  an  arx  inexpitfrnabilis  ;  and,  in- 
:<ecd,  it  must  have  becc  impregnable  by  the 
ancient  manner  of  besieging.  It  is  a  rock 
of  considerable  extent,  rising  with  a  double 
.01),  m  an  angle  formed  by  the  confluence  of 


two  rivers,  the  Clyde  and  the  Leven,  perpeu- 
dicular  and  inaccessible  on  all  sides,  except 
in  one  place,  where  the  entrance  is  fortified  ■ 
and  there  is  no  rising  ground  in  the  neigh, 
bourhood  from  whence  it  could  be  deunageu 
by  any  kind  of  battery.  From  Dumbarton  tho. 
West  Highlands  appear  in  the  form  of  huge 
dusky  mountains,  piled  one  over  another; 
but  this  prospect  is  not  at  all  surprising  to  a 
native  of  Glamorgan.'  W^e  have  fixed  our 
head-quarters  at  Cameron,  a  very  neat  coun- 
try-house, belonging  to  Commissary  Smol- 
lett, where  we  found  every  sort  of  accommo- 
dation we  could  desire.  It  is  situated  like  a 
Druid's  temple,  in  a  grove  of  oak,  close  by 
the  side  of  Loch  Lomond,  which  is  a  sur 
prising  body  of  pure  transparent  water,  un 
fathomably  deep  in  many  places,  six  or  seven 
miles  broad,  four-and-twenty  miles  in  length, 
displaying  above  twenty  green  islands,  cover- 
ed with  wood,  some  of  them  cultivated  for 
corn,  and  many  of  them  stocked  with  red 
deer.  They  belong  to  different  gentlemen, 
whose  seats  are  scattered  along  the  banks 
of  the  lake,  which  are  agreeably  romantic 
beyond  all  conception.  My  uncle  and  I  had 
left  the  women  at  Cameron,  as  Mrs  Tabitha 
would  by  no  means  trust  herself  again  upon 
the  water,  and,  to  come  hither  it  was  neces- 
sary to  cross  a  small  inlet  of  the  sea  in  an 
open  ferry-boat.  This  country  appears  more 
and  more  wild  and  savage  the  farther  we  ad. 
vance  ;  and  the  people  are  as  different  from 
the  Lowland  Scotch,  in  their  looks,  garb  and 
language,  as  the  mountaineers  ofBrecnock 
are  from  the  inhabitants  of  Herefordshire. 

When  the  Lowlanders  want  to  drink  a 
cheer-upping  cup,  they  go  to  the  public 
house,  called  the  change-house,  and  call  for 
a  copin  of  twopenny,  which  is  a  thin  yeasty 
beverage,  made  of  malt,  not  quite  so  strong 
as  the  table-beer  of  England.  "This  is  brought 
in  a  pewter  stoup,  shaped  like  a  skittle, 
from  whence  it  is  emptied  into  a  quaff,  that 
is,  a  curious  cup  made  of  different  pieces  of 
wood,  such  as  box  and  ebony,  cut  into  litde 
staves,  joined  alternately,  and  secured  with 
delicate  hoops,  having  two  ears  or  bandies. 
It  holds  about  a  gill,  is  sometimes  tipt  round 
the  mouth  with  silver,  and  has  a  plate  of  the 
same  metal  at  the  bottom,  with  the  landlord's 
cypher  engraved.  The  Highlander.^,  on  tha 
contrary,  despise  this  hquor,  and  regale 
themselves  with  whisky,  a  malt  spirit,  as 
strong  as  geneva,  which  they  swallow  in 
great  quantities,  without  any  signs  of  ine- 
brialion.  They  are  used  to  it  from  their 
cradle,  and  find  it  an  excellent  jjroservativa 
against  the  winter  cold,  which  niu.st  be  ex. 
treme  on  these  mountains.  I  am  told  that  it 
is  given  with  great  success  to  infants,  bja  a 
cordial,  in  the  confluent  smallpox,  when  the 
eruptions  seems  to  flag,  and  the  symptons 
grow  unfavourable.  The  Highlanders  arc 
used  to  eat  much  more  animal  food  than 
falls  to  the  share  of  their  neighbours  in  th« 
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low  country.  7  licy  delight  in  liunting — have 
plenty  of  deor  and  other  game,  witii  a  great 
number  o  ehcep,  goats,  and  black  cattle, 
running  wild,  which  they  scruple  not  to  kill 
as  venison,  without  being  at  much  pains  to 
fc8:ertain  the  property. 

Inveraray  is  but  a  poor  town,  though  it 
stands  immediately  under  the  protection  of 
the  Duke  of  Argyll,  who  is  a  mighty  prince 
in  this  part  of  Scotland.  Tiie  peasants  live 
in  wretched  cabins,  and  seem  very  poor  ;  but 
the  gentlemen  are  tolerably  well  lodged,  and 
so  loving  to  strangers,  that  a  man  runs  some 
risk  of  his  life  f>om  their  hospitality.  It  must 
be  observed,  that  the  poor  Highlanders  are 
now  seen  to  disadvantage.  They  have  been 
not  only  disarmed  by  act  of  parliament,  but 
also  deprived  of  their  ancient  garb,  which  was 
both  graceful  and  convenient ;  and,  what  is 
a  greater  hardship  still,  they  are  compelled 
to  wear  breeclies — a  restraint  which  they 
cannot  bear  with  any  degree  of  patience  : 
indeed,  the  majority  wear  them,  not  in  the 
proper  place,  but  on  poles,  or  long  staves, 
over  their  shoulders.  They  are  even  debar- 
red the  use  of  their  striped  stuff,  called  tar- 
tan, which  was  their  own  manufacture, 
prized  by  them  above  all  the  velvets,  bro- 
cades, and  tissues  of  Fjurope  and  Asia.  They 
now  lounge  along  in  loose  great  coats,  of 
coarse  russet,  equally  mean  and  cumber- 
Bome,  and  betray  manifest  marks  of  dejec- 
tion. Certain  it  is,  the  government  could 
not  have  taken  a  more  effectual  method  to 
break  their  national  spirit. 

We  have  had  princely  sport  in  hunting  the 
stag  on  these  mountains :  these  are  the 
lonely  hills  of  Morven,  where  Fingal  and  his 
heroes  enjoyed  the  same  pastime.  I  feel  an 
enthusiastic  pleasure  when  1  survey  tiic 
brown  heath  that  Ossian  wont  to  tread,  and 
hear  the  wind  whistle  through  the  bending 
grass.  When  I  enter  our  landlord's  hall,  I 
look  for  the  suspended  harp  of  that  divine 
bard,  and  listen  in  hopes  of  hearing  the 
aerial  sound  of  his  respected  spirit.  The 
poems  of  Ossian  are  in  every  mouth.  A  fa- 
mous antiquarian  of  this  country,  the  laird 
of  M'Farlane,  at  whose  house  we  dined  a 
few  davs  ago,  can  repeat  them  all  in  the 
original  Gaelic,  which  has  a  great  affinity  to 
the  Welsh,  not  only  in  the  general  sound, 
but  also  in  a  great  number  of  radical  words  ; 
and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  they  are  both 
sprung  from  the  same  origin.  I  was  not  a 
little  surprised,  when  asking  a  Highlander 
one  day,  if  he  knew  where  we  should  find 
any  gamel  he  replied,  "//«  niel  Sassenagh," 
which  signifies,  no  English;  the  very  same 
a.iswer  1  should  have  received  from  a  Welsh- 
man, and  almost  in  the  same  words.  The 
Highlanders  have  no  other  name  for  the 
people  of  the  low  country  but  Sassenagh,  or 
Saxons  ;  a  strong  presumption  that  the  Low- 
land Scotch  and  the  English  are  derived 
tVom  the  same  sto  :k.   The  peasants  of  these 


hills  strongly  resemble  those  of  Wales  in 
their  looks,  their  manners  and  habitations; 
every  thing  I  see,  and  hear,  and  feel,  seenia 
Welsh.  The  mountains,  vales  and  streams, 
the  air  and  climate,  the  beef,  mutton  and 
game,  are  all  Welsh.  It  must  be  owned, 
however,  that  this  people  arc  better  provided 
than  we  arc  in  some  articles  ;  they  have 
plenty  of  red  deer  and  roebuck,  which  are 
fat  and  delicious  at  this  season  of  the  year; 
their  sea  teems  with  amazing  quantities  of 
the  finest  fish  in  the  world  ;  and  they  find 
means  to  procure  very  good  claret  at  a  very 
small  expense. 

Our  landlord  is  a  man  of  consequence  in. 
tliis  part  of  the  country  :  a  cadet  from  the 
family  of  Argyll,  and  hereditary  captam  of 
one  of  his  castles.  His  name,  in  plain  En- 
glish, is  Dougal  Campbell ;  but  as  there  are 
a  great  number  of  the  same  appellation,  they 
are  distinguished  (like  the  Welsh)  by  patro- 
nymics ;  and  as  I  have  known  an  ancient 
Briton  called  Madoc  ap-Morgan,  ap-Jenkin, 
ap-Jones,  our  Highland  chief  designs  him- 
self Dou'l  Mac-Araish,  Mac-'Oul  Ich-Ian, 
signifying,  Dougal,  the  son  of  James,  the 
son  of  Dougal,  the  son  of  John.  He  has 
travelled  in  the  course  of  his  education,  and 
is  disposed  to  make  certain  alterations  in 
his  domestic  economy  ;  but  he  finds  it  im- 
possible to  abolish  the  ancient  customs  of 
the  family,  some  of  which  are  ludicrous- 
enough.  His  piper,  for  example,  who  is  an 
hereditary  officer  of  the  household,  will  not 
part  with  the  least  particle  of  his  privileges. 
He  has  a  right  to  wear  the  kilt,  or  ancient 
Highland  dress,  v/ith  the  purse,  pistol,  and 
dirk  ;  a  broad  yellow  ribbon,  fixed  to  the 
chaunter-pipe,  is  thrown  over  his  shoulders, 
and  trails  along  the  ground,  while  he  per- 
forms the  functions  of  his  minstrelsy  ;  and 
this,  I  suppose,  is  analogous  to  the  pennon, 
or  flag,  which  was  formerly  carried  before 
every  knight  in  battle.  He  plays  before  the 
laird  every  Sunday  in  his  way  to  the  kirk, 
which  he  circles  three  times,  performing  the 
family  march,  which  implies  defiance  to  all 
the  enemies  of  the  clan ;  and  every  morning 
he  plays  a  full  hour  by  the  clock  in  the  great 
hall,  marching  backwards  and  forwards  all 
tlie  time,  with  a  solemn  pace,  attended  by 
the  laird's  kinsmen,  who  seem  much  de- 
lighted with  the  music.  In  this  exercise,  he 
indulges  them  with  a  number  of  pibrachs  or 
airs,  suited  to  the  different  passions  which  he 
would  either  excite  or  assuage. 

Mr  Campbell  himself,  who  performs  very 
well  on  the  violin,  has  an  invincible  antipa 
thy  to  the  sound  of  the  Highland  bagpipe, 
which  sings  in  the  nose  with  a  most  alarm- 
ing twang,  and  indeed  is  quite  intolerable  to 
ears  of  common  sensibility,  when  aggrava- 
ted by  the  echo  of  a  vaulted  hall ;  he  there- 
fore begged  the  piper  would  have  some  mercy 
upon  him,  and  dispense  with  this  part  of  tha 
morning   service.      A    consultation    of  the 
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clan  beii)g  held  on  tiiis  occasion,  it  was  una- 
nimously agreed  that  the  laird's  request  could 
not  be  granted,  without  dangerous  encroach- 
ments upon  the  customs  of  the  family.  The 
piper  declared,  he  could  not  give  up  for  a 
moment  the  privilege  he  derived  from  his 
ancestors  ;  nor  would  the  laird's  relations 
forego  an  entertainment  which  they  valued 
above  all  other.  There  was  no  remedy  ;  Mr 
Campbell,  being  obliged  to  acquiesce,  is  fain 
to  stop  his  ears  with  cotton,  to  fortity  his 
head  with  three  or  four  night-caps,  and  every 
morning  retire  into  the  penetralia  of  his  hab- 
itation in  order  to  avoid  this  diurnal  annoy- 
ance. When  the  music  ceases,  he  produces 
himself  at  an  open  window  that  looks  into 
the  court-yard,  which  is  by  this  time  filled 
with  a  crowd  of  his  vassals  and  dependents, 
v/lio  worship  his  first  appearance,  by  uncov- 
ering their  heads,  and  bowing  to  the  earth 
with  the  most  liumble  prostration.  As  all 
these  people  have  something  to  communicate 
in  the  way  of  proposal,  complaint,  or  peti- 
tion, they  wait  patiently  till  the  laird  comes 
forth,  and,  following  him  in  his  vvalics,  are 
favoured  each  with  a  short  audience  in  his 
turn.  Two  days  ago  he  dispatched  above  an 
hundred  different  solicitors,  in  walking  with 
us  to  the  house  of  a  neighbouring  gentleman, 
where  we  dined  by  invitation.  Our  landlord's 
house-keeping  is  equally  rough  and  hospita- 
ble, and  savours  much  of  the  simplicity  of 
ancient  times.  The  great  hall,  paved  vvitli 
flat  stones,  is  about  forty-five  feet  by  tv/enty- 
two,  and  serves  not  only  for  a  dining-room, 
but  also  for  a  bed-chamber  to  gentlemen 
dependents  and  hangers-on  of  the  family. 
At  night,  half  a  dozen  occasional  beds  are 
ranged  on  each  side  along  the  wall.  These 
are  made  of  fresh  heath,  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  and  disposed  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  a  very  agrefedole  couch,  where  they  lie 
without  any  other  covering  than  the  plaid. 
My  uncle  and  I  were  indulged  with  separate 
clianibers  and  down-beds,  which  we  begg-ed 
to  exchange  for  a  layer  of  heath  ;  and,  in- 
deed, I  nev>?r  slept  so  much  to  my  satisfac- 
tion. It  was  not  only  soft  and  elastic,  but 
the  plant,  being  in  flower,  diffiised  an  agree- 
able fragrance,  which  is  wonderfully  refresh- 
ing and  restorative. 

Yesterday  we  were  invited  to  the  funeral 
of  an  old  lady,  the  grandmother  of  a  gentle- 
man in  this  neighbourhood,  and  found  our- 
iselves  \v  the  midst  of  fifty  people,  who  were 
regaled  vith  a  sumptuous  feast,  accompa- 
nied by  the  music  of  a  dozen  pipers.  In 
ehort,  this  meeting  had  all  the  air  of  a  grand 
festival  ;  and  the  guests  did  such  honour  to 
the  entertainment,  that  many  of  them  could 
tot  stand  when  thoy  were  reminded  of  the 
bdsiness  on  which  we  had  met.  The  com- 
pany forthwith  taking  horse,  rode  in  a  very 
irregular  cavalcade  to  the  place  of  interment, 
a  church,  at  the  di'j'^ance  of  two  long  miles 
from  the  castle      On  our  arrival,  however, 


we  found  we  had  committed  a  small  over- 
sight in  leaving  the  corpse  behind  ;  so  that 
we  were  obliged  to  wheel  about,  and  mel 
the  old  gentlewoman  half-way,  carried  upon 
poles  by  the  nearest  relations  of  her  family, 
and  attended  by  the  coronach,  composed  of 
a  multitude  of  old  hags,  who  tore  their  liair, 
beat  their  breasts,  and  howled  most  hideous- 
ly. At  the  grave,  the  orator,  or  senachie, 
pronounced  the  panegyric  of  the  defunct, 
every  period  being  confirmed  by  a  yell  of  the 
coronach.  The  body  was  committed  to  the 
earth,  the  pipers  playing  a  pibroch  all  the 
time,  and  all  the  company  standing  uncov- 
ered. The  ceremony  was  closed  with  the 
discharge  of  pistols  ;  then  we  returned  to 
the  castle,  resumed  the  bottle,  and  by  mid- 
night there  was  not  a  sober  person  in  the 
family,  the  females  excepted.  The  squiro 
and  I  were,  with  some  difliculty,  permitted 
to  retire  with  tiie  landlord  in  the  evening  ; 
but  our  entertainer  was  a  little  chagrined 
at  our  retreat,  and  afterwards  seemed  to 
think  it  a  disparagement  to  his  family  that 
not  above  an  hundred  gallons  of  whiskey  had 
been  drank  upon  such  a  solemn  occasion. 
This  morning  we  got  up  by  four,  to  hunttiie 
roebuck,  and  in  half  an  hour  found  breakfast 
ready  served  in  the  hall.  Tiie  hunters  con- 
sisted of  Sir  George  Colquhoun  and  me,  as 
strangers  (my  uncle  not  choosing  to  be  of 
the  party),  of  the  laird  in  person,  the  laird's 
brother,  the  laird's  brother's  son,  the  laird's 
sister's  son,  the  laird's  father's  brother's 
son,  and  all  their  foster-brothers,  Vv'ho  are 
counted  part  of  the  family  ;  but  we  were  at- 
tended by  an  infinite  number  o?  gaellys,  or 
ragged  Highlanders,  without  shoes  or  stock- 
ings. 

The  following  articles  formed  our  morn- 
ing's repast : — one  kit  of  boiled  eggs  ;  a  se- 
cond, full  of  butter  ;  a  third,  full  of  cream  ; 
an  entire  cheese,  made  of  goat's  milk ;  t- 
large  earthen  pot  full  of  honey  ;  the  best  part 
of  a  ham  ;  a  cold  venison  pasty  ;  a  bushel  ct 
oatmeal  made  in  thin  cakes  and  bannocks, 
with  a  small  wheaten  loaf  in  the  middle  for 
the  strangers  ;  a  large  stone  bottle  full  of  whis- 
key, another  of  brandy,  and  a  kilderkin  of  ale. 
There  was  a' ladle  chained  to  the  cream  kit, 
with  curious  wooden  bickers,  to  be  filled  from 
this  reservoir.  The  sjjirits  were  drank  out 
of  a  silver  quaff,  and  the  ale  out  of  horns. 
Great  justice  was  done  to  tiie  collation  by 
the  guests  in  general ;  one  of  them,  in  par- 
ticular, ate  above  two  dozen  of  hard  eggs, 
with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  bread,  but- 
ter and  honey  ;  nor  was  one  drop  of  liquor 
left  upon  the  board.  Finally,  a  large  roll  of 
tobacco  was  presented  by  way  of  dessert, 
and  every  individual  took  a  comfortable 
quid,  to  prevent  the  bad  effects  of  the  morn- 
ing  air.  We  had  a  fine  chase  over  the  mount- 
ains after  a  roebuck,  which  we  killed,  and  I 
got  home  time  enough  to  drink  tea  with  Mrs 
Campbell   and  our  souire.      To-morrow  wf 
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ghall  set  out  on  our  return  for  Cameron. 
We  propose  to  cross  tlie  frith  of  Clyde,  and 
take  the  towns  of  Greenock  and  Port  Glas- 
gow in  our  way.  This  circuit  beinj>;  fuushed, 
we  shall  turn  our  faces  to  the  south,  and  fol- 
low the  sun  with  augmented  velocity,  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  rest  of  the  autumn  in  En- 

frland,  where  Boreas  is  not  quite  so  biting  as 
le  begins  already  to  be  on  the  to])s  of  these 
northern  hills.  But  our  progress  from  place 
to  place  shall  continue  to  be  specified  in  these 
detached  journals  of,  yours  always, 

J.  MELFORD. 
Argyllshire,  Sept.  3. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dear  Dick, — About  a  fortnight  is  now 
t'.apsed  since  we  left  the  capital  of  Scotland, 
directing  our  course  towards  Stirling,  where 
we  lay.  Tiio  castle  of  tliis  place  is  such  an- 
other'as  that  of  Edinburgh,  and  affords  a  sur- 
prising prospect  of  tiie  windings  of  the  river 
Forth,  which  are  so  extraordinary,  that  the 
distance  from  hence  to  Alloa  by  land  is  but 
four  miles,  and  by  water  it  is  twenty-four. 
Alloa  is  a  neat  thriving  town,  that  depends 
in  a  great  measure  on  the  commerce  of  Glas- 
gow, the  merchants  of  which  send  hither  to- 
bacco and  other  articles,  to  be  deported  in 
warehouses  for  exportation  from  the  Frith 
of  Forth.  In  our  way  hither  we  visited  a 
flourishing  iron-work,  where,  instead  of  burn- 
ing wood,  they  use  coal,  which  they  have 
the  art  of  clearing  in  sucii  a  manner  as  frees 
it  from  the  sulphur,  that  would  otherwise 
render  the  metal  too  brittle  for  working.  Ex- 
cellent coal  is  found  in  almost  every  part  of 
Scotland. 

The  soil  of  this  district  produces  scarce 
any  other  grain  but  oats  and  barley,  perhaps 
because  it  is  poorly  cultivated,  and  almost 
altogether  uninclosed.  The  few  inclosures 
they  have  consist  of  paltry  walls  of  loose 
Btones  gathered  from  the  fields,  which  indeed 
they  cover,  as  if  they  had  been  scattered  on 
purpose.  When  I  expressed  my  surprise 
liiat  the  peasants  did  not  disencumber  their 
grounds  of  these  stones,  a  gentleman,  well 
acquainted  with  the  theory  as  well  as  prac- 
tice of  farming,  assured  me,  that  the  stones, 
far  from  being  prejudicial,  were  serviceable 
to  the  crop.  This  philosopher  had  ordered 
a  field  of  his  own  to  be  cleared,  manured, 
and  sown  with  barley,  and  the  produce  was 
more  scanty  than  before.  He  caused  the 
Btones  to  be  replaced,  and  next  year  the  crop 
was  as  good  as  evef.  Tlie  stones  were  re- 
moved a  second  time,  and  the  har\-est  failed  ; 
they  were  again  brought  back,  and  the  ground 
retrieved  its  fertility.  The  same  experiment 
has  been  tried  in  different  parts  of  Scotland 
with  tne  same  success.  Astonished  at  this 
Information,  I  desire!  to  know  in  what  man- 
ner ne  accounted  for   his  strange  phenome- 


non ;  and  he  said,  there  were  three  ways  in 
which  the  stones  might  be  serviceable.  They 
might  possibly  restrain  an  excess  in  the  per- 
spiration of  the  earth,  analogous  to  colliqua- 
tive sweats,  by  which  the  human  body  is 
sometimes  wasted  and  consumed.  They 
might  act  as  so  many  fences  t:>  protect  tiiG 
tender  blade  from  the  piercing  winds  of  the 
spring;  or,  by  multiplying  the  reflection  of 
the  sun,  they  might  increase  the  warmth,  so 
as  to  mitigate  the  natural  chillness  of  tlie 
soil  and  climate.  But  surely  this  excessive 
perspiration  might  be  more  effectually  check 
ed  by  different  kinds  of  manure,  such  ns 
ashes,  lime,  chalk,  or  marl,  of  which  last  it 
seems  there  are  many  pits  in  this  kingdom. 
As  for  the  warmth,  it  would  be  much  more 
equally  obtained  by  inclosures ;  one  half  of 
the  ground  which  is  now  covered  would  be 
retrieved,  the  cultivation  would  require  less 
labour,  and  the  ploughs,  harrows  and  horses 
would  not  suffer  half  the  damage  which  they 
now  sustain. 

These  north-western  parts  are  by  no  means 
fertile  in  corn.  The  ground  is  naturally  bar- 
ren and  moorish.  The  peasants  arc  poorly 
lodged,  meagre  in  their  looks,  mean  in  their 
apparel  and  remarkably  dirty.  This  last  re- 
proach they  might  easily  wash  off,  by  means 
of  those  lakes,  rivers  and  rivulets  of  pure 
water,  with  which  they  are  so  liberally  sup- 
plied by  nature.  Agriculture  cannot  be  ex- 
pected  to  flourish  where  the  farms  are  small 
the  leases  short,  and  the  husbandman  begins 
upon  a  rack-rent  without  a  suflicient  stock  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  improvement.  The 
granaries  of  Scotland  are  the  banks  of  tiie 
Tweed,  the  counties  of  East  and  INIid  Lo- 
thian, the  Carsc  of  Govvrie,  in  Perthshire, 
equal  in  fertility  to  any  part  of  England,  and 
some  tracks  in  Aberdeenshire  and  Moray, 
where  I  am  told  the  harvest  is  more  early 
than  in  Northumberland,  although  they  lie 
above  two  degrees  farther  north.  I  have 
a  strong  curiosity  to  visit  many  places  be- 
yond tlie  Forth  and  the  Tay,  such  as  Pertii. 
Dundee,  Montrose,  and  Aberdeen,  which  are 
towns  equally  elegant  and  thriving  ;  but  the 
season  is  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  this 
addition  to  my  original  plan. 

I  am  so  far  happy  as  to  have  scon  Glas- 
gow, which,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection 
and  judgment,  is  one  of  the  prettiest  towns 
in  Europe  ;  and,  without  all  doubt,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. In  short,  it  is  a  perfect  bee-hive  iti 
point  of  industry.  It  stands  partly  on  a 
gentle  declivity;  but  the  greatest  part  of 
it  is  in  a  plain,  watered  by  the  river  Clyde. 
The  streets  are  straight,  open,  airy  and  well 
paved  ;  and  the  houses  lofty  and  wel'  built, 
of  hewn  stone.  At  the  upper  end  of  the 
town  there  is  a  venerable  cathedral,  that 
may  be  compared  with  York-minster  oi 
Westminster;  and,  about  the  middle  of  the 
descent  from  this  to  the  cross,  i."  the  collpj;f<' 
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a  respectable  pile  3f  building,  with  all  man- 
ner of  accommodation  for  the  professors  and 
students,  including  an  elegant  library,  and  an 
observatory  well  provided  with  astronomical 
instruments.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is 
said  to  amount  to  thirty  thousand  ;  and 
marks  of  opulence  and  independency  appear 
in  every  quarter  of  this  cor.iniercial  city, 
which,  however,  is  not  without  its  inconve- 
niences and  defects.  The  water  of  their  pub- 
lic pumps  is  generally  hard  and  brackish,  an 
imperfection  tiie  less  excusable,  as  the  river 
Clyde  runs  by  their  doors,  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  town ;  and  there  are  rivulets  and 
springs  above  tlie  cathedral,  sufficient  to  fill 
a  large  reservoir  with  excellent  water,  which 
might  be  thence  distributed  to  all  the  different 
parts  of  the  city.  It  is  of  more  conse- 
quence to  consult  the  health  of  the  inhabit- 
ants in  this  article  than  to  employ  so  much 
attention  in  beautifying  their  town  with  new 
streets,  squares  and  churches.  Another  de- 
fect, not  so  easily  remedied,  is  the  shallow- 
ness of  the  river,  which  will  not  float  vessels 
of  any  burden  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of 
the  city  •  ^j  that  the  merchants  are  obliged 
to  load  and  unload  their  ships  at  Greenock 
and  Port  Glasgow,  situated  about  fourteen 
miles  nearer  the  mouth  of  the  frith,  where  it 
iB  about  two  miles  broad. 

The  people  of  Glasgow  have  a  noble  spirit 
of  enterprise.  Mr  Moore,  a  surgeon  to 
whom  I  was  recommended  from  Edinburgh, 
introduced  me  to  all  the  principal  merchants 
of  the  place.  Here  I  became  acquainted 
with  Mr  Cochran,  who  may  be  styled  one  of 
the  sages  of  this  kingdom.  He  was  first 
magistrate  at  the  time  of  the  last  rebellion. 
I  sat  as  member  when  he  was  examined  in 
Jie  house  of  commons ;  upon  which  occasion 

Ml"  P- observed  he  had  never  heard  such 

a  sensible  evidence  given  at  that  bar.  I  was 
also  introduced  to  Dr  John  Gordon,  a  patriot 
of  a  truly  Reman  spirit,  who  is  the  father  of 
the  linen  manufiicture  in  this  place,  and  was 
the  great  promoter  of  the  city  workhouse, 
infirmary,  and  other  works  of  public  utility. 
Had  he  lived  in  ancient  Rome,  he  would 
have  been  honoured  with  a  statue  at  the  pub- 
lic expense.  I  moreover  conversed  with  one 
-I'r  G — 3s — d,  whom  I  take  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  merciiants  in  Europe.  In  the  last 
war,  he  is  said  to  have  had  at  one  time  f]\e- 
ard-twenty  ships,  with  their  cargoes,  his  ov»  ^ 
property,  and  to  have  traded  for  above  half  a 
fliillion  sterling  a-year.  The  last  war  was  a 
fortunate  period  for  the  commerce  of  Glas- 
gow. The  merchants,  considering  that  their 
ships  bound  for  America,  launching  out  at 
once  into  the  Atlantic  by  the  north  of  Ire- 
lind,  pursued  a  track  very  little  frequented 
by  privateers,  resolved  to  insure  one  another, 
nud  saved  a  very  considerable  sum  by  this 
rosoluion,  as  ^e\\  or  none  of  their  ships  were 
laiien.  You  must  kt  ow  I  have  a  sort  of  na- 
lional  attachment  to  -.his  part   of  Scotland. 


The  great  church,  dedicated  to  St  Mongali 
the  river  Clyde,  and,  ajnong  other  particulars, 
that  smack  of  our  Welsh  language  and  cus- 
toms, contribute  to  flatter  me  with  the  notion 
that  these  people  are  the  descendants  of  the 
Britons,  who  once  possessed  this  country. 
Without  all  question,  this  was  a  Cumbrian 
kingdom  ;  its  capital  was  Dumbarton  (a  cor- 
ruption of  Dunbritton),  which  still  exists  as 
a  royal  borough,  at  the  infiux  of  the  Clyde 
and  Leven,  ten  miles  below  Glasgow.  The 
same  neighbourhood  gave  birth  to  St  Patrick, 
the  apostle  of  Ireland,  at  a  place  where  there 
is  still  a  church  and  village,  which  retain  his 
name.  Hard  by  are  some  vestiges  of  the 
famous  Roman  wall,  built  in  the  reign  ot 
Antonine,  from  the  Clyde  to  the  Forth,  and 
fortified  with  castles  to  restrain  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Scotch  or  Caledonians,  wlio 
inhabited  the  West  Highlands.  In  a  line  pa- 
rallel to  this  wall,  the  merchants  of  Glasgow 
have  determined  to  make  a  navigable  canal 
betwixt  the  two  friths,  which  will  be  of  in- 
credible advantage  to  their  commerce,  in 
transporting  merchandise  from  one  side  of 
the  island  to  the  other. 

From  Glasgow  we  travelled  along  the 
Clyde,  which  is  a  delightful  stream,  adorned 
on  both  sides  with  villas,  towns  and  villages. 
Here  is  no  want  of  groves,  and  meadows, 
and  corn-fields  interspersed  ;  but  on  this  side 
of  Glasgow  there  is  little  other  grain  than 
oats  and  barley ;  the  first  are  much  better, 
the  latter  much  worse,  than  those  of  the 
same  species  in  England.  I  wonder  there  ia 
so  little  rye,  which  is  a  grain  that  will  thrive 
in  almost  any  soil ;  and  it  is  still  more  surpris- 
ing, that  the  cultivation  of  potatoes  should 
be  so  much  neglected  in  the  Highlands,  where 
the  poor  people  have  not  meal  enough  to 
supply  them  with  bread  through  the  winter. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  river  are  the  towns 
of  Paisley  and  Renfrew.  The  first,  from  an 
inconsiderable  village,  is  become  one  of  the 
most  flourishing  places  of  the  kingdom,  en- 
riched by  the  linen,  cambric,  flowered  lawn, 
and  silk  manufactures.  It  was  formerly  no- 
ted for  a  rich  monastery  of  the  monks  of 
Clugny,  who  wrote  the  famous  Scoti-Chro- 
nicon,  called  The  black  book  of  Paisley. 
The  old  abbey  still  remains,  converted  into 
a  dwelling-house,  belonging  to  the  earl  of 
Dundonald.  Renfrew  is  a  pretty  town  on 
the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  capital  of  the  shire, 
which  was  heretofore  the  patrimony  of  the 
Stuart  family,  and  gave  the  title  of  baron  to 
the  king's  eldest  son,  which  is  still  assumed 
by  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  Clyde  we  lefl  a  little  on  our  lefl  hand 
at  Dunbritton,  where  it  widens  into  an  estu- 
ary or  frith,  being  augmented  by  the  influx 
of  the  Leven.  On  this  spot  stands  the  castle 
formerly  called  Alcluyd,  washed  by  these 
two  rivers  on  all  sides,  except  a  narrow 
isthmus,  which  at  every  spring-tide  is  over- 
flowed.    The  whole  is  a  great  curiosity,  fron 
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.he  quality  and  form  of  the  rock,  as  well  as 
from  the  nature  or  its  situation.  We  now 
crossed  the  water  of  Leven,  which,  though 
nothing  near  so  considerable  as  the  Clyde, 
is  much  more  transparent,  pastoral  and  de- 
lightful. This  charming  stream  is  the  outlet 
of  Loch  Lomond,  and  througli  a  track  of  four 
miles  pursues  its  winding  course,  murmuring 
over  a  bed  of  pebbles,  till  it  joins  the  frith  at 
Dunbritton.  A  very  little  above  its  source, 
on  the  lake,  stands  the  house  of  Cameron, 
belonging  to  Mr  Smollct,  so  embosomed  in 
an  oak  wood,  that  we  did  not  see  it  till  we 
were  within  fifty  yards  of  the  door.  I  have 
seen  the  Lago  di  Gardi,  Albano,  De  Vico, 
Bolsena  and  Geneva,  and,  upon  my  honour, 
I  prefer  Loch  Lomond  to  them  all ;  a  prefer- 
ence which  is  certainly  owing  to  the  verdant 
islands  that  seem  to  rioat  upon  its  surface, 
affording  the  most  enclianting  objects  of  re- 
pose to  the  excursive  view.  Nor  are  the 
banks  destitute  of  beauties,  which  even  par- 
take of  the  sublime.  On  this  side  they  dis- 
play a  sweet  variety  of  woodland,  corn-field 
and  pasture,  with  several  agreeable  villas 
emerging,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  lake,  till,  at 
some  distance,  the  prospect  terminates  in 
huge  mountains,  covered  with  heath,  which 
being  in  the  bloom,  affords  a  very  rich  cover- 
ing of  purple.  Everything  here  is  romantic 
beyond  imagination.  This  country  is  justly 
styled  the  Arcadia  of  Scotland ;  and  I  don't 
doubt  but  it  may  vie  with  Arcadia  in  every 
thing  but  climate.  I  am  sure  it  excels  it  in 
verdure,  wood  and  water.  What  say  you  to 
a  natural  basin  of  pure  water,  near  thirty 
miles  long,  and  in  some  places  seven  miles 
broad,  and  in  many  above  an  hundred  fath- 
oms deep,  havinnr  four-and-twenty  habitable 
islands,  some  of  them  stocked  with  deer,  and 
all  of  them  covered  with  wood  ;  containing 
immense  quantities  of  delicious  fish,  salmon, 
pike,  trout,  perch,  flounders,  eels  and  pow- 
ans,  the  last  a  delicate  kind  of  fresh-water 
herring  peculiar  to  this  lake ;  and,  finally, 
communicating  with  the  sea,  by  sending  off 
the  Leven,  through  which  all  those  species 
(except  the  povvan)  make  their  exit  and 
entrance  occasionally  ! 

Inclosed  I  send  you  the  copy  of  a  little 
ode  to  this  river,  by  Dr  Smollett,  who  was 
bom  on  the  banks  of  it,  witiiin  two  miles  of 
the  place  where  I  am  now  writing.  It  is  at 
least  picturesque  and  accurately  descriptive, 
if  it  has  no  other  merit.  There  is  an  idea 
of  truth,  in  an  agreeable  landscape  taken 
from  nature,  which  pleases  me»mnre  than 
the  gayest  fiction  whicii  the  most  luxuriant 
fancy  can  display. 

I  have  other  remarks  to  make :  but  as  my 
paper  is  full,  I  must  reserve  them  till  the 
next  occasion.  I  shall  only  observe  at  pre- 
cent,  that  I  am  determined  to  penetrate  at 
least,  forty  miles  into  the  Highlands,  which 
uow  appear  likD  a  vast  fantastic  vision  in 
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the  clouds,  inviting  the  approach  of  ymire 
always,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Cameron,  Aug.  2^. 

ODE  TO  LEVCN    W.VTER. 

Oil  Lcvcn's  banks,  wliilc  free  to  rove. 
And  lune  tlic  rural  pipe  to  Iotc*, 
I  envied  not  tlie  happiest  swain 
That  tvcr  trod  Ih'  Arcadian  plain. 

Pure  stream!  in  whose  transparent  wave 
Aly  youtiifiil  limbs  I  wont  to  lave  ; 
No  torrents  stain  thy  limpid  source; 
No  rocks  impede  tliy  dimplinp;  course, 
Tiiat  sweetly  warbles  o'er  its  betl, 
With  wliite,  round,  polisb'd  pebbles  sjii-ead  < 
Wliile,  lightly  pois'd,  the  scaly  brood 
In  myriads  cleave  thy  crystal  flood  ; 
The  springing  trout  in  speckled  pride  ; 
The  salmon,  monarch  ot' the  tide  ; 
The  ruthless  pike,  intent  on  war; 
The  silver  eel  and  mottled  par.* 

Devolving  from  lliy  parent  lake, 
A  charming  maze  thy  waters  make. 
By  bow'rs  of  bircli,  and  groves  of  pine. 
And  liedges  flower'd  with  eglantine  : 
Still  on  thy  bank,  so  gayly  green, 
May  num'rous  herds  and  flocks  be  seoii. 
And  lasses  chanting  o'er  tlie  pail, 
And  shepherds  ])iping  in  the  dale, 
And  ancient  faith  that  knows  no  guile 
And  industry  cmbrown'd  with  toil. 
And  liearts  rcsolv'd,  and  Iiands  prepar'd, 
The  blessings  they  enjoy  to  guard. 


To  Doctor  Lewis, 

Dear  Doctor, — If  I  was  disposed  to  b« 
critical,  I  should  say  this  house  of  Cameron 
is  too  near  the  lake,  which  approaches  on 
one  side  to  within  six  or  seven  yards  of  the 
window.  It  might  have  been  placed  on  a 
higher  site,  which  would  have  afforded  a 
more  extensive  prospect  and  a  drier  atmos- 
phere ;  but  this  imperfection  is  not  charge 
able  on  the  present  proprietor,  who  purchas 
cd  it  ready  built,  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble 
of  repairing  his  own  family  house  of  Bonhill, 
which  stands  two  miles  from  hence  on  the 
Leven,  so  surrounded  with  plantation,  that 
it  used  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Mavis  (or  thrush)  nest.  Above  that  house 
is  a  romantic  glen  or  cleft  of  a  mountain, 
covered  with  hanging  woods,  having  at  hot- 
torn  a  stream  of  fine  water  that  forms  a  num- 
ber of  cascades  in  its  descent  to  join  the 
Leven  ;  so  that  the  scene  is  quite  enchanting 
A  captain  of  a  man  of  war,  who  had  made 
the  circuit  of  the  globe  with  Mr  Anson,  be- 


•  T!ic  par  is  a  small  fish,  not  unlike  the  imcit, 
which  it  rivals  in  delicacy  an<l  fla>our. 
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ing   conducted   to    this   glen,   exclaimed, — 
"  Juan  Fernandez,  by  G —  !" 

Indeed  this  country  would  be  a  perfect 
paradise,  if  it  was  not,  like  Wales,  cursed 
with  a  weeping  climate,  owing  to  the  same 
causes  in  both,  the  neighbourhood  of  high 
mountains,  and  a  westerly  situation  exposed 
to  the  vapours  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  This 
air,  however,  notwithstanding  its  humidity, 
is  so  healthy,  that  the  natives  are  scarce 
ever  visited  by  any  other  disease  than  the 
small-pox,  and  certain  cutaneous  evils  which 
are  the  effects  of  dirtv  living,  tlje  great  and 
general  reproach  of  the  commonalty  of  this 
kingdom.  Here  are  a  great  many  living 
monuments  of  longevity,  and,  among  the 
rest,  a  person  whom  I  treat  with  singular 
respect,  as  a  venerable  Druid,  who  has  lived 
near  ninety  years,  without  pain  or  sickness, 
among  oaks  of  his  own  planting.  lie  was 
once  proprietor  of  these  lands  ;  but,  being 
of  a  projecting  spirit,  some  of  his  schemes 
miscarried,  and  he  was  obliged  to  part  with 
his  possession,  which  hath  shifted  hands  two 
or  three  times  since  that  period ;  but  every 
succeeding  proprietor  hath  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  make  his  old  age  easy  and 
comfortable.  He  has  a  sufficiency  to  pro- 
cure the  necessaries  of  life  ;  and  he  and  his 
old  woman  reside  in  a  small  convenient  farm- 
house, having  a  little  garden,  which  he  cul- 
tivates with  his  own  hands.  This  ancient 
couple  live  in  great  health,  peace  and  har- 
mony, and,  knowing  no  wants,  enjoy  the 
perfection  of  content.  Mr  Smollett  calls 
him  the  admiral,  because  he  insists  upon 
steering  his  pleasure-boat  upon  the  lake ; 
and  he  spends  most  of  his  time  in  ranging 
through  the  woods,  wliich  he  declares  he  en- 
joys as  much  as  if  they  were  still  his  own 
property.  I  asked  him  the  other  day,  if  he 
was  never  sick,  and  he  answered,  yes  ;  he 
had  a  slight  fever  the  year  before  the  Union. 
If  he  was  not  deaf,  I  should  take  much  plea- 
sure in  his  conversation,  for  he  is  very  intel- 
ligent, and  his  memory  is  surprisingly  re- 
tentive. These  are  the  happy  effects  of  tem- 
perance, exercise  and  good-nature.  Notwith- 
standing all  his  innocence,  however,  he  was 
the  cause  of  great  perturbation  to  my  man 
Clinker,  whose  natural  superstition  had  been 
much  injured  by  the  histories  of  witches, 
fairies,  ghosts  and  goblins,  which  he  has 
heard  in  this  country.  On  the  evening  after 
our  arrival,  Humphry  strolled  into  the  wood 
in  the  course  of  his  meditation,  and  all  at 
once  the  admiral  stood  before  him,  under  the 
shadow  of  a  spreading  oak.  Though  the 
fellow  is  far  from  being  timorous  in  cases 
that  are  not  supposed  preternatural,  he  could 
^ot  stand  the  sigiit  of  tliis  apparition,  but  ran 
nto  i'he  kitchen,  with  his  hair  standing  on 
ond,  staring  wildly,  and  deprived  of  utter- 
ance. Mrs  Jenkins  seeing  him  in  this  con- 
dition, screamed  aloud, — *'  Lord  have  mercy 


upon  us,  he  has  seen  sometiiiiig  1"  Mrs  Ts» 
bitha  Vt^as  alarmed,  and  'titfi  whole  house  in 
confusion.  When  he  was  recruited  with  a 
dram,  1  desired  him  to  explain  the  meaning 
of  all  this  agitation  ;  and,  with  some  reluc- 
tance, he  ov.ned  he  had  seen  a  spirit,  in  tlie 
shape  of  an  old  man,  with  a  white  beard,  8 
black  cap,  and  a  plaid  night-gown.  He  wa» 
undeceived  by  the  admiral  in  person,  who 
coming  in  at  this  juncture,  appeared  tc  be  ft 
creature  of  real  tlesh  and  blood. 

Do  you  know  how  we  fare  in  this  Scottish 
paradise  ]  We  make  free  with  our  landlord's 
mutton,  which  is  excellent,  his  poultry-yard 
his  garden,  his  dairy  and  his  cellar,  which 
are  all  well  stored.  We  have  delicious 
salmon,  pike,  trout,  perch,  par,  &ic.  at  the 
door,  for  the  taking.  The  frith  of  Clyde,  on 
the  other  side  of  tiie  hill,  supplies  us  with 
mullet,  red  and  grey,  cod,  mackerel,  whiting 
and  a  variety  of  sea-fish,  including  the  finest 
herrings  I  ever  tasted.  We  have  sweet  juicy 
beef  and  tolerable  veal,  with  delicate  bread, 
from  the  little  town  of  Dunbritton ;  and 
plenty  of  partridge,  grouse,  heathcock  and 
other  game  in  presents. 

We  have  been  visited  by  all  the  gentle- 
men in  the  neighbourhood,  and  they  have 
entertained  us  at  their  houses,  not  barely 
with  hospitality,  but  with  such  marks  of  cor- 
dial affection,  as  one  would  wish  to  find 
among  near  relations,  after  an  absence  of 
many  years. 

I  told  you,  in  my  last,  I  had  projected  an 
excursion  to  the  Higlilands,  which  project  1 
have  now  happily  executed,  under  the  au- 
spices of  Sir  George  Colquhoun,  a  colonel  in 
the  Dutch  service,  who  offered  himself  as  our 
conductor  on  this  occasion.  Leaving  our 
women  at  Cameron,  to  the  care  and  inspec- 
tion of  Lady  H C ,  we  set  out  on 

horseback  for  Inveraray,  the  county  town  of 
Argyll,  and  dined  on  the  road  with  the  Laird 
of  Macfarlane,  the  greatest  genealogist  i 
ever  knew  in  any  country,  and  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  antiquities  in  Scotland. 

The  Duke  of  Argyll  has  an  old  castle  at 
Inveraray,  where  he  resides  when  he  is  in 
Scotland  ;  and  hard  by  is  the  shell  of  a  noble 
Gothic  palace,  built  by  the  last  duke,  which, 
when  finished,  will  be  a  great  ornament  to 
this  part  of  the  Highlands.  As  for  Invera- 
ray, it  is  a  place  of  very  little  importance. 

This  country  is  amazingly  wild,  especially 
towards  the  mountains,  which  are  heaped 
upon  the  backs  of  one  another,  making  a 
most  stupeiwlous  appearance  of  savage  na- 
ture, with  hardly  any  signs  of  cultivation,  or 
even  of  populatioji.  Ail  is  sublimity,  silence 
and  solitude.  Tne  people  live  togethei  in 
glens  or  bottoms,  where  they  are  sheltered 
from  the  cold  and  storms  of  winter ;  but 
there  is  a  margin  of  plain  ground  sprefd 
along  the  sea-side,  which  is  well  inhabited 
and  improved  by  the  arts  of  husbandry ;  and 
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ihis  I  take  to  be  one  of  tlie  most  agreeable 
tracks  ot'tlie  wliolc  island  ;  the  sea  not  only 
keeps  it  warm,  and  snp|)lies  it  willi  tisli,  but 
atlbrds  one  ottlie  most  ravishiii<i[  prospects  in 
the  wliolc  world  ;  1  moan  tlic  appearance  ot' 
the  Hebrides,  or  Western  islands,  to  the  num- 
ber ot'  throe  hundrod,  scattered  as  tar  as  tlie 
eyccan  roach,  in  the  most  a<rreoal)lo  cnntiision. 
As  tie  soil  and  climate  of  the  ili^rhhmds  ;ire 
but  ill  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  corn,  the 
people  apply  themselves  chioUy  to  the  breed- 
ing and  JL-eding  of  black  cattle,  which  turn  to 
^ood  account.  These  animals  run  wild  all 
me  winter,  without  any  shelter  or  subsist- 
ence, but  what  they  can  find  among  the 
fieath.  When  the  snow  lies  so  deep  and 
hard  that  ihoy  cannot  penetrate  to  the  roots 
of  the  grass,  they  make  a  diurnal  progress, 
guided  by  a  sure  instinct,  to  the  sea  side  at 
low  water,  where  they  feed  on  the  alga  ma- 
rina, and  other  plants  that  grow  on  the 
beach. 

Perhaps  this  branch  of  husbandry,  which 
requires  very  little  attendance  and  labour,  is 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  that  idleness 
and  want  of  industry  which  distinguishes 
these  mountaineers  in  their  own  country. 
When  they  come  forth  into  the  world,  they 
become  as  diligent  and  alert  as  any  people 
•jpon  earth.  They  are  undoubtedly  a  very 
distinct  species  from  their  follow-subjects  of 
the  Lowlands,  against  whom  they  indulge  an 
ancient  spirit  of  animosity  ;  and  this  dilfer- 
eiicc  is  very  discernible  even  among  persons 
of  family  and  education.  The  Lowlanders 
are  generally  cool  and  circumspect,  the  High- 
landers fiery  and  ferocious  ;  but  this  violence 
of  their  passions  serves  only  to  inflame  the 
zeal  of  their  devotion  to  strangers,  which 
is  truly  enthusiastic.  We  proceeded  about 
twenty  miles  beyond  Inveraray,  to  the  house 
of  a  gentleman,  a  friend  of  our  conductor, 
where  we  staid  a  few  days,  and  were  feasted 
in  such  a  manner,  that  I  began  to  dread  the 
consequence  to  my  constitution. 

Notwithstanding  the  solitude  tliat  prevails 
among  these  mountains,  there  is  no  want  of 
people  in  the  Highlands.  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed, that  the  Duke  of  Argyll  can  assem- 
ble five  thousand  men  in  arms,  of  his  own 
clan  and  surname,  which  is  Campbell ;  and 
there  is  besides  a  tribe  of  the  same  appel- 
lation, whoso  chief  is  the  Earl  of  Breadal- 
barc.  The  M'Donalds  are  as  numerous, 
and  remarkably  warlike ;  the  Camerons, 
M'Leods,  Erasers,  Grants,  M'Kenzies,  M'- 
Kays,  M'Phersons  and  M'Into9lios  are  pow- 
erful clans  ;  so  that,  if  all  the  Highlanders, 
inc.uding  the  inhabitants  of  the  isles,  were 
united,  they  could  bring  into  the  field  an 
anr.y  of  forty  thousand  fighting  men,  capa- 
ble c/  undertaking  the  most  dangerous  en- 
terprise. We  have  lived  to  see  four  thousand 
of  them,  without  discipline,  throw  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  into  confusion. 
They  attacked  and  defeated  two  armies  of 


regular  troops,  accustomed  to  service.  They 
peiiotratod  into  the  centre  of  England;  and 
afterwards  liiurchcd  back  with  deliberation, 
in  the  face  of  two  other  armies,  tiirough  an 
enemy's  country,  where  every  precaution 
was  taken  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  1  know 
not  any  other  ])eo;)le  in  Europe,  who,  with- 
out  tiie  use  or  knowledge  of  arms,  will  attack 
regular  forces  sword  in  hand,  if  their  chief 
will  head  them  in  battle.  When  disciplined 
they  cannot  fail  of  being  excellent  soldiers 
They  do  not  walk  like  the  generality  of  man- 
kind, but  trot  and  bounce  like  door,  as  ij  they 
moved  upon  springs.  They  greatly  excel  the 
Lowlanders  in  all  the  exorcises  that  require 
agility  ;  they  are  incredibly  abstemious,  and 
patient  of  hunger  and  fatigue  ;  so  steeled 
against  the  weather,  tliat,  in  travelling,  even 
when  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow,  they 
never  look  for  a  house,  or  any  otlier  shelter 
but  their  plaid,  in  which  they  wrap  them- 
selves up,  and  go  to  sleep  under  the  cope  of 
heaven.  Such  people,  in  quality  of  soldiers, 
must  be  invincible,  when  the  business  is  to 
perform  quick  marches  in  a  dillicult  country, 
to  strike  sudden  strokes,  beat  up  the  enemy's 
quarters,  harass  their  cavalry,  and  perform 
expeditions  without  the.  Ibrmality  of  maga- 
zines, baggage,  Ibrage  and  artillery.  The 
chiertainsliip  of  the  Highlanders  is  a  very 
dangerous  influence,  operating  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  island,  where  the  eyes  and  hands 
of  government  cannot  be  supposed  to  see  and 
act  with  precision  and  vigour.  In  order  to 
break  the  force  of  clanship,  administration 
has  always  practised  the  political  maxim, 
divide  et  impera.  The  legislature  hath  not 
onlv  disarmed  these  mountaineers,  but  also 
deprived  them  of  their  ancient  garb,  which 
contributed  in  a  great  measure  to  keep  up 
their  military  spirit ;  and  their  slavish  tenures 
are  .all  dissolved  by  act  of  parliament;  so 
that  they  are  at  present  as  free  and  indepen- 
dent of  their  chiefs  as  the  law  can  make 
them  :  but  the  original  attachment  still  re- 
mains, and  is  founded  on  scinothing  prior  to 
the  feudal  system,  about  which  the  writers 
of  this  age  have  made  such  a  pother,  as  if  it 
was  a  new  discovery,  like  the  Copernican 
system.  Every  peculiarity  of  policy,  custom, 
and  even  temperament,  is  cfl'ectually  traced 
to  this  origin,  as  if  the  feudal  constitution 
had  not  been  common  to  almost  all  the  na- 
tives of  Europe.  For  my  part,  I  expect  to 
see  the  use  of  trunk-hose  and  buttered  ale 
ascribed  to  the  inlUience  of  the  fcndal  sys- 
tern.  The  connection  between  the  clans 
and  their  chiefs  is  without  all  doubt  patri 
archal.  It  is  founded  on  hereditary  regard 
and  affection,  cherished  through  a  long  suc- 
cession of  ages.  The  clan  consider  the  chief 
as  their  father,  they  bear  his  name,  they  be- 
lieve themselves  descended  from  his  family, 
and  tlicv  obey  him  as  their  lord,  with  all  tho 
ardour  of  filial  love  and  veneration  ;  while  he 
on  his  part,  exerts  a  paternal  authority,  com 
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manding,  chastising,  rewarding,  protectinij 
and  maintaining  them  as  his  own  children.  If 
the  legislature  would  entirely  destroy  this 
connection,  it  must  compel  the  Iliglilandcrs 
to  change  their  hal)itation  and  tlieir  names. 
Even  this  e.xperiment  has  been  formerly  tried 
without  success.  In  the  reign  of  James  VI. 
a  battle  was  fought  within  a  few  short  miles 
of  this  place,  between  two  clans,  the  M'Gro- 
gors  and  the  Colquhouns,  in  which  the  latter 
were  defeated :  the  laird  of  M'Gregor  made 
such  a  barbarous  use  of  his  victory,  that  he 
was  forfeited  and  outlawed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment ;  his  lands  were  given  to  the  family  of 
Montrose,  and  his  clan  were  obliged  to 
change  their  name.  They  obeyed  so  far  as 
to  call  themselves  severally  Campbell,  Gra- 
ham, or  Drummond,  the  surnames  of  the  fa- 
milies of  Argyll,  Montrose  and  Perth,  that 
they  might  enjoy  the  protection  of  those 
houses  ;  but  they  still  added  M'Gregor  to 
their  new  appellation  ;  and  as  their  chief  was 
deprived  of  his  estate,  they  robbed  and  plun- 
dered for  his  subsistence.  Mr  Cameron  of 
Lochiel,  the  chief  of  that  clan,  whose  father 
was  attainted  for  having  been  concerned  in 
the  last  rebellion,  returning  from  France,  in 
obedience  to  a  proclamation  and  act  of  par- 
liament passed  at  the  beginning  of  the  late 
war,  paid  a  visit  to  his  own  countr3S  and 
hired  a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
father's  house,  which  had  been  burnt  to  the 
ground.  The  clan,  though  ruined  and  scat- 
tered, no  sooner  heard  of  his  arrival,  than 
they  flocked  to  him  from  all  quarters,  to  wel- 
come his  return,  and  in  a  few  days  stocked 
his  farm  with  seven  hundred  black  cattle, 
which  they  had  saved  in  the  general  wreck 
of  their  affairs :  but  their  beloved  chief, 
v/ho  was  a  j)romising  youth,  did  not  live  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  fidelity  and  attach- 
ment. 

The  m(;3t  effectual  method  I  know  to 
weaken,  and  at  length  destroy  this  influence, 
is  to  employ  tlie  commonalty  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  give  them  a  taste  of  property  and 
independence.  In  vain  the  government  grants 
them  advantageous  leases  on  the  forfeited 
estates,  if  they  have  no  property  to  prose- 
cute the  means  of  improvement.  The  sea  is 
an  inexhaustible  fund  of  riches  ;  but  the  fish- 
ery cannot  be  carried  on  without  vessels, 
casks,  salt,  lines,  nets  and  other  tackle.  I 
conversed  with  a  sensible  man  of  this  coun- 
try, who,  from  a  real  spirit  of  patriotism,  had 
eet  up  a  fishery  on  the  coast,  and  a  manufac- 
tory of  coarse  linen,  for  the  employment  of 
the  poor  Highlanders.  Cod  is  here  in  such 
plenty,  that  he  told  me  he  had  seen  seven  hun- 
dred taken  on  one  line  at  one  haul.  It  must 
be  observed,  however,  that  th^  line  was  of 
immense  length,  and  had  two  thousand  hooks, 
oaited  with  mussels  ;  but  the  fish  was  so  su- 
perior to  the  cod  caught  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  tint  his  correspondent  at 
Liebori  sold  them  immediately  at  his  own 


price,  although  Lent  was  just  over  when 
they  arrived,  and  the  people  might  be  sup- 
posed quite  cloyed  with  this  kind  of  diet. 
His  linen  manufacture  was  likewise  in  a 
prosperous  way;  when,  the  late  war  inter- 
vening, all  his  best  hands  were  pressed  into 
the  service. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  gentlemen 
of  this  country  should  execute  commercial 
schemes  to  render  their  vassals  independent ; 
nor  indeed  are  such  schemes  suited  to  their 
way  of  life  and  inclination :  but  a  company 
of  merchants  might,  with  proper  manage- 
ment, turn  to  good  account  a  fishery  esta- 
blished in  this  part  of  Scotland.  Our  people 
have  a  strange  itch  to  colonize  America, 
when  the  uncultivated  parts  of  our  own 
island  might  be  settled  to  greater  advantage. 

After  having  rambled  through  the  moun- 
tains and  glens  of  Argyll,  we  visited  the  ad- 
jacent islands  oflsla,  Jura,  Mull,  and  Icolm- 
kill.  In  the  first  we  saw  the  remains  of  a  cas- 
tle, built  in  a  lake,  where  M'Donald,  lord  or 
king  of  the  Isles,  formerly  resided.  Jura  is  fa- 
mous for  having  given  birth  to  one  M'Crain, 
who  lived  one  himdred  and  eighty  years  in 
one  house,  and  died  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second.  Mull  afi"ords  several  bays, 
where  there  is  safe  anchorage :  in  one  of 
which  the  Florida,  a  ship  of  the  Spanish 
armada,  was  blown  up  by  one  of  Mr  Smol- 
let's  ancestors.  About  forty  years  ago, 
John,  duke  of  Argyll,  is  said  to  have  con- 
sulted the  Spanish  registers,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  this  ship  had  the  military  chest 
on  board.  He  employed  experienced  divers 
to  examine  the  wreck,  and  they  found  the 
hull  of  the  vessel  still  entire,  but  so  covered 
with  sand,  that  they  could  not  make  their 
way  between  decks  :  however,  they  picked 
up  several  pieces  of  plate  that  were  scattered 
about  in  the  bay,  and  a  couple  of  fine  brass 
cannon. 

Icolmkill,  or  lona,  is  a  small  island  which 
St  Columba  chose  for  his  habitation.  It  was 
respected  for  its  sanctity,  and  college  or 
seminary  of  ecclesiastics.  Part  of  its  church 
is  still  standing,  with  the  tombs  of  several 
Scottish,  Irish  and  Danish  sovereigns,  v^^ho 
were  here  interred.  These  islanders  are 
very  bold  and  dexterous  watermen,  conse- 
quently the  better  adapted  to  the  fishery  ;  in 
their  manners  they  are  less  savage  and  im- 
petuous than  their  countrymen  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  and  they  speak  the  Erse  or  Gaelic 
in  its  greatest  purity. 

Having  sent  our  horses  round  by  land,  we 
embarked  in  the  district  of  Cowal  for  Green- 
ock, which  is  a  neat  liitle  town,  on  the  othe, 
side  of  the  frith,  with  a  curious  harbour, 
formed  by  three  stone  jetties,  carried  out  a 
good  way  into  the  sea.  New  Port  Glasgow  ia 
such  another  place,  about  two  miles  higher 
up.  Both  have  a  face  of  business  and  plenty, 
and  are  supported  entirely  by  the  shipping 
of  Glasgow,  of  which  I  counted  sixty  large 
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vessels  in  tlicse  harbours.  Takinjj  boat 
tgain  at  Newport,  we  were  in  loss  tlian  an 
hour  landed  on  the  otiior  side,  within  two 
ohort  miles  of  our  hcad-qimrtcrs,  wliorc  we 
found  our  women  in  good  health  and  spirits. 
They  had  been,  two  days  before,  joined  by 
Mr  Smollett  and  his  lady,  to  whom  we  have 
Buch  obligations  as  I  cannot  mention,  even 
to  you,  without  blushing. 

To-morrow  we  shall  bid  adieu  to  the  Scots' 
Arcadia,  and  begin  our  progress  to  the  south- 
ward, taking  our  way  by  Lanark  and  Niths- 
dalc,  to  the  west  borders  of  England.  I 
have  received  so  much  advantage  and  satis- 
faction from  this  tour,  that,  if  my  health  suf- 
fers no  revolution  in  the  winter,  I  believe  I 
Bhall  be  tempted  to  undertake  another  expe- 
dition to  tiie  northern  extremity  of  Caith- 
ness, unencnmborod  by  those  impediments 
which  now  clog  the  heels  of  yours,     ♦ 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Cameron,  Sept.  6. 


To  Miss  L.^jtitia  Willis,  at  Glouces- 

TKR. 

My  Dear  Letty, — Never  did  poor  pri- 
soner long  for  deliverance  more  than  I  have 
longed  for  an  opportunity  to  disburden  my 
cares  into  your  friendly  bosom  ;  and  the  oc- 
casion which  now  presents  itself  is  little  less 
than  miraculous.  Honest  Saunders  M'Aw- 
ley,  the  travelling  Scotchman,  who  goes 
every  year  to  Wales,  is  now  at  Glasgow, 
buying  goods  ;  and,  coming  to  pay  his  re- 
spects to  our  family,  has  undertaken  to  de- 
liver this  letter  into  your  own  hand.  We 
have  been  six  weeks  in  Scotland,  and  seen 
the  principal  towns  of  the  kingdom,  where 
we  have  l3een  treated  with  great  civility. 
The  people  a.re  very  courteous  ;  and  the 
country  being  exceedingly  romantic,  suits 
my  turn  and  inclinations.  I  contracted  some 
J'riendships  at  Edinburgh,  which  is  a  large 
and  lofty  city,  full  of  g^iy  company  ;  and,  in 
particular,  commenced  an  intimate  corres- 
pondence with  one  Miss  R — t — n,  an  amia- 
ble young  lady  of  my  own  ago,  whose  charms 
seemed  to  soften,  and  oven  subdue,  the  stub- 
born heart  of  my  brother  Jerry  ;  but  he  no 
sooner  left  the  place,  than  he  relapsed  into 
his  former  insensibility.  I  feel,  however, 
that  this  indifference  is  not  the  family  con- 
stitution. I  never  admitted  but  one  idea  of 
love,  and  that  has  taken  such  root  in  my 
heart,  as  to  be  equally  proof  against  all  the 
pulls  of  discretion,  and  the  frosts  of  neglect. 

Dear  Letty  !  I  had  an  alarming  adventure 
at  the  hunters'  ball  in  Edinburgh.  While  I 
sat  discoursing  with  a  friend  in  a  corner,  all 
at  once  the  very  image  of  Wilson  stood  be- 
fore me,  dressed  exactly  as  he  was  in  the 
character  of  Aimwell  !  It  was  ;ne  Mr  Gor- 
don, whom  I  had  not  seen  befor;.  Shocked 
lit  the  sudden  apparition,  I  faintel  away,  and 
5  VV*  01* 


threw  the  whole  assembly  into  confusion. 
However,  the  cause  of  my  disorder  remamed 
a  secret  to  every  body  but  my  brother,  who 
was  likewise  struck  with  the  resemblance, 
and  scolded  after  we  came  home.  I  am 
very  sensible  of  Jerry's  nlfection,  and  know 
he  spoke  as  well  with  a  view  to  my  own  in- 
terest and  happiness,  as  in  regard  to  tlie 
honour  of  the  family  ;  but  I  cannot  bear  to 
have  my  wounds  probed  severely.  I  was  not 
so  uuich  affected  by  the  censure  he  passed 
upon  my  own  discretion,  as  with  the  reflec- 
tion he  made  on  the  conduct  of  Wilson.  He 
observed,  that  if  he  was  really  the  gentleman 
he  i)retcnded  to  be,  and  harboured  nothing 
hut  honourable  designs,  he  would  have  vin- 
dicated his  pretensions  in  the  face  of  day. 
This  remark  made  a  i\eep  impression  upon 
my  miiul.  I  endeavoured  to  conceal  my 
thoughts  ;  and  this  endeavour  had  a  bad  ef- 
fect upon  my  health  and  spirits  ;  so  it  was 
thouglit  necessary  that  I  should  go  to  the 
Highlands,  and  drink  goat-milk  whey. 

We  went  accordingly  to  Loch  Lomond, 
one  of  the  most  enclianting  spots  in  the 
whole  world ;  and  what  with  this  remedy, 
which  I  had  every  morning  fresh  from  the 
n:oimtains,  and  the  pure  air,  and  cheerful 
company,  I  have  recovered  my  flesh  and  ap- 
petite ;  though  there  is  something  still  at 
bottom,  which  is  not  in  the  power  of  air, 
exercise,  company  or  medicine  to  remove. 
These  incidents  would  not  touch  mc  so 
nearly,  if  I  had  a  sensible  confidant  to  sym- 
pathise with  my  affliction,  and  comfort  me 
with  wholesome  advice.  I  have  nothing  of 
this  kind  except  Win  Jenkins,  who  is  really 
a  good  body  in  the  main,  but  very  ill  quali- 
fied for  such  an  office.  The  poor  creature  is 
weak  in  her  nerves,  as  well  as  in  her  under- 
standing; otherwise  I  might  have  known 
the  true  name  and  character  of  that  unfortu- 
nate youth.  But  why  do  I  call  him  unfor- 
tunate I — perhaps  this  cpitiiet  is  more  appli- 
cable to  me,  for  having  listened  to  the  false 

professions   of hut  hold — I  have  as  yet 

no  right,  and  sure  I  have  no  inclination,  to 
believe  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
honour.  In  that  reffection  I  shall  still  exert 
my  patience.  As  for  Mrs  Jenkins,  she  her- 
self is  really  an  object  of  compassion.  Be- 
tween vanity,  methodism  and  love,  her  head 
is  almost  turned.  I  should  have  more  regard 
for  her,  however,  if  she  had  been  more  con- 
stant in  the  object  of  her  affection  ;  but, 
truly,  she  aimed  at  conquest,  and  flirted  at 
the  same  time  with  my  uncle's  footman, 
Humphry  Clinker,  who  is  really  a  deserving 
young  man,  and  one  Duttou,  my  brother's 
valet-de-chambre,  a  debauched  fellow,  who, 
leaving  Win  in  the  lurch,  ran  away  with 
another  man's  bride  at  Berwick. 

My  dear  Willis,  I  am  truly  ashamed  of  my 
own  sex.  We  complairi  of  advantages  which 
the  men  take  of  our  youth,  inexperience,  sen- 
sibility, and  all  that ;  but  I  have  seen  enough 
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to  believe,  that  our  sex  in  general  make  it 
their  business  to  ensnare  the  other  ;  and  for 
ihis  purpose  employ  arts  which  are  by  no 
means  to  be  justified.  In  point  of  constancy, 
they  certainly  have  nothing  to  reproacii  the 
male  part  of  the  creation.  My  poor  aunt, 
without  any  regard  to  her  years  and  iir:por- 
fections,  has  gone  to  market  with  her  charms 
in  every  place  where  she  thought  she  had 
the  least  chance  to  dispose  of  her  person, 
wijich,  however,  hangs  still  heavy  on  her 
hands.  I  am  afraid  she  has  used  even  re- 
ligion as  a  decoy,  thongli  it  has  not  answer- 
ed her  expectation.  She  has  been  praying, 
preaching  and  cateschising  among  the  nie- 
thodists,  with  whom  this  country  abounds  ; 
and  pretends  to  have  such  manifestations  and 
revelations,  as  even  Clinker  himself  can 
hardly  believe,  though  the  poor  fellow  is 
half  crazy  with  enthusiasm.  As  for  Jenkins, 
she  affects  to  take  all  her  mistress's  reveries 
for  gospel.  She  has  also  her  heart-iieavings 
and  motions  of  the  spirit ;  and,  God  forgive 
me  if  I  think  uncharitably,  but  all  this  seems 
to  me  to  be  downright  hypocrisy  and  deceit. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  the  poor  girl  imposes  on 
herself.  She  is  generally  in  a  flutter,  and  is 
much  subject  to  vapours.  Since  we  came  to 
Scotland,  she  has  seen  apparitions,  and  pre- 
tends to  prophecy.  If  I  could  put  faith  in  all 
these  supernatural  visitations,  I  should  think 
myself  abandoned  of  grace  ;  for  I  have  nei- 
ther seen,  heard  nor  felt  any  thing  of  tliis 
nature,  although  I  endeavour  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  religion  with  all  the  sincerity, 
zeal  and  devotion  that  is  in  the  power  of, 
dear  Letty,  your  ever  affectionate 

LYDL\  MELFORD. 

Glasgow,  Sept.  7. 

We  are  so  far  on  our  return  to  Bramble- 
ton  hall  ;  and  I  would  fain  hope  we  shall 
take  Gloucester  in  our  way  ;  in  which  case 
I  shall  have  the  inexpressible  pleasure  of 
embracing  my  dear  Willis. — Pray  remember 
me  to  my  worthy  governess. 


To  Mrs  Mary  Jones,   at  Brasibleto.n- 
Hall. 

Dear  Mary, — Saunders  Macully,  the 
Scotchman,  who  pushes  directly  for  Vails,  has 
promised  to  give  it  you  into  your  own  hand, 
and  therefore  I  would  not  miss  tlie  opportu- 
nity to  let  you  now  as  I  am  still  in  the  land 
of  tlie  living  ;  and  yet  I  iiave  been  on  tiie 
brink  of  tiic  other  world  since  I  sent  you  my 
last  letter.  We  went  by  sea  to  another 
kingdom,  called  Fife,  and,  coming  back,  had 
like  to  have  gone  to  pot*in  a  storm.  What 
betvveen  the  frite  and  sickness,  I  thought  I 
sliould  have  brought  my  heart  up  ;  even  Mr 
Clmker  was  not  his  own  man  for  eight-and- 
forty  hours  after  we  got  ashore.  It  was  well 
for  some  folks  that  we  'scaped  drovvnding; 
for  mistress  v  is  very  frexious,  and  seemed 


but  indifferently  prepared  for  a.  change  ;  buU 
thank  God  !  she  was  soon  put  in  a  better 
frame  by  the  private  exaltations  of  the  Rev- 
erend  Mr  Macrocodile.  We  afterwards 
churned  to  Starling  and  Crascov/,  wiiich  arc 
a  kipple  of  handsome  towns  ;  and  tlien  wo 
went  to  a  gentleman's  house  at  Loff  Loniing, 
which  is  a  wonderful  sea  of  fresh  water, 
with  a  power  of  hylands  in  the  midst  on't— 
they  say  as  how  it  has  got  ne'er  a  bottom, 
and  was  made  by  a  musician — and,  truly,  I 
believe  it ;  for  it  is  not  in  the  course  of  na- 
ture. It  lias  got  waves  without  wind,  fish 
without  ftns,  and  a  flouting  hyland :  and 
one  of  them  is  a  crutch-yard,  where  the  dead 
are  buried  :  and  always  before  the  person  dies, 
a  bell  rings  of  itself  to  give  warning. 

O  Mary  !  this  is  the  land  of  congyration. 
The  bell  knolled  when  we  were  there — I  saw 
lights  and  heard  lamentations.  The  gentle- 
man, our  landlord,  has  got  another  house, 
which  he  was  fain  to  quit,  on  account  of  a 
mischievous  ghost,  that  would  not  sulTer  peo- 
ple to  lie  in  their  beds.  The  fairies  dwell  in 
a  hole  of  Kairmann,  a  mounting  hard  by; 
and  they  steal  away  the  good  women  that 
are  in  the  straw,  if  so  be  as  how  there  a'n't 
a  horse-shoe  nailed  to  tiie  door.  And  I  was 
shown  an  old  vitch,  called  Elspath  Ringavey, 
with  a  red  petticoat,  bleared  eyes,  and  'a 
mould  of  grey  bristles  on  her  sin.  Thatehe 
mought  do  me  no  harm,  I  crossed  her  hand 
with  a  taster,  and  bid  her  tell  my  fortune, 
and  she  told  me  such  things — dcscriving  Mr 
Clinker  to  a  hair — but  it  shall  ne'er  be  said 
that  I  minchioned  a  word  of  the  matter.  Aa 
I  was  troubled  with  fits,  she  advised  me  to 
bathe  in  the  loff,  which  was  holy  water  ;  and 
so  I  went  in  the  morning  to  a  private  place, 
alon^  with  the  house-maid,  and  we  bathed  in 
our  birtii-day  soot,  after  the  fashion  of  the 
country  ;  and  behold  !  whilst  we  dabbled  in 
the  loff.  Sir  George  Coon  started  up  with  a 
gun  ;  but  we  clapt  our  hands  to  our  faces, 
and  passed  by  him  to  the  place  where  we  had 
left  our  smocks.  A  civil  gentleman  would 
have  turned  his  head  another  way.  My  com- 
fit is,  he  knew  not  which  was  which  ;  and, 
as  the  saying  is,  all  cats  in  the  dark  are 
gray. 

While  we  staid  at  Loff  Loming,  he  and 
our  two  squires  went  three  or  four  days 
churning  among  the  wild  men  of  the  mount. 
ains  ;  a  parcel  of  selvidges  that  lie  in  caves 
among  the  rocks,  devour  young  children,  and 
speak  Velch,  but  the  vords  are  different 
Our  ladies  would  not  part  with  Mr  Clinker, 
because  he  is  so  stout,  and  so  pyehouse,  that 
he  fears  neither  man  nor  devils,  if  so  be  as 
they  don't  take  him  by  surprise.  Indeed,  he 
was  once  so  flurried  by  an  operition,  that  ho 
had  like  to  have  sounded.  He  made  believe 
as  if  it  had  been  the  ould  edmiral :  but  the 
ould  edmiral  could  not  have  made  his  air  to 
."Stand  on  end,  and  his  teeth  to  shatter;  but 
he   said   so    in    prudence,    that    the   l&dic<7 
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nought  not  be  alTcard.  Miss  Liikly  1ms  been 
Duiiy,  and  like  to  j^o  into  a  deciino.  I  doubt 
her  pore  art  is  too  tiiid  ;r — but  tlie  pot's  tey 
has  sat  licr  on  licr  lejjs  again.  You  nows 
L'ot's  toy  is  mother's  milk  to  a  Velcluvoinan. 
As  tor  mistress,  blessed  be  God  !  she  ails 
nothing'.  IJer  stomach  is  good,  and  she  im- 
proves in  grease  and  godliness  :  but,  tor  all 
that,  she  may  iiave  intections  like  other  peo- 
ple :  and,  I  believe,  she  wouldn't  be  sorry  to 
be  called  your  ladyship,  wiienever  Sir 
George  thinks  proper  to  ax  the  Question. 
But,  lor  my  part,  whatever  I  may  see  or 
hear,  not  n  practical  shall  ever  pass  the  lips 
3f,  dear  Molly,  your  loving  friend, 

WiN.  JENKINS. 

Grasco,  Sept.  7. 

Remember  me,  as  usual,  to  Saul.  We  are 
now  coming  home,  tiiough  not  the  nearest 
road.  I  do  supjmse  I  shall  find  the  kitten  a 
.•ine  boar  at  mv  return. 


ToSiR  Watki.n  Phillips,  Bart,  at  Oxon. 

Dear  Kmoiit, — Once  more  I  tread  upon 
English  ground,  which  I  like  not  the  worse 
for  the  six  weeks  ramble  I  have  made  among 
the  woods  and  mountains  of  Caledonia  :  no 
offence  to  the  land  of  cakes,  where  bannocks 
grow  upon  straw.  1  never  saw  my  uncle  in 
such  health  and  spirits  as  he  now  enjoys. 
Liddy  is  perfectly  recovered,  and  Mrs  Tabi- 
tha  has  no  reason  to  complain.  Nevertheless, 
I  believe  she  was,  till  yesterday,  inclined  to 
give  the  whole  Scotch  nation  to  the  devil,  as 
a  pack  of  insensible  brutes,  upon  whom  her 
accomplishments  had  been  displayed  in  vain. 
At  every  place  where  we  halted  did  she 
mount  the  stage,  and  flourished  her  rusty 
arms,  without  being  able  to  make  one  con- 
quest. One  of  her  last  essays  was  against 
tiie  heart  of  Sir  George  Colquiioun,  with 
whom  she  fought  all  the  weapons  more  than 
twice  over.  She  was  grave  and  gay  by  turns 
— she  moralized  and  methodized — she  laugh- 
ed, and  romped,  and  danced,  and  sung,  and 
sighed,  and  ogled,  and  lisped,  and  fluttered, 
and  flattered — but  all  was  preaching  to  the 
desert.  The  baronet,  being  a  well-bred  man, 
carried  his  civilities  as  far  as  she  could  in 
conscience  expect,  and,  if  evil  tongues  are 
to  be  believed,  some  degrees  farther  ;  but  he 
was  too  much  a  veteran  in  gallantry,  as  well 
as  in  war,  to  fall  into  any  ambuscade  that 
she  could  lay  for  his  aftection.  While  we 
were  absent  m  the  Highlands,  she  practised 
also  upon  the  laird  of  Ladrishmore,  and  even 
gave  him  the  rendezvous  in  the  wood  of 
Drumscailloch  ;  but  the  laird  had  such  a  rev- 
erend care  of  his  own  reputation,  that  he 
came  attended  with  the  parson  of  the  parish, 
and  nothing  passed  but  spiritual  communica- 
tions. After  all  these  miscarriages,  our 
aunt  suddenly  recollected  Lieutenant  Lisma- 


hago,  whom,  ever  since  our  first  arrival  at 
iMJinhurgh,  she  seemed  to  have  utterly  I'orgot; 
but  now  she  expressed  her  ho|>es  of  secino' 
him  at  Dumfrie?:,  according  to  his  promise. 
NYe  set  out  from  Glasgow  by  the  way  of 
Lanark,  the  county  town  of  Clydesdale,  in 
the  neigh!)oiu-hood  of  which  the  whole  river 
Clyde,  rushing  down  a  steep  rock,  forms  a 
very  noble  and  stupendous  cascade.  Next 
day  we  were  obliged  to  halt  in  a  small  bo- 
rough,  until  the  carriage,  which  had  received 
some  damage,  should  be  repaired  ;  and  here 
we  met  with  an  incident,  which  warmly  in- 
terested the  benevolent  spirit  of  Mr  Bram- 
ble. 

As  we  stood  at  the  window  of  an  inn 
that  fronted  the  public  prison,  a  person  arri- 
ved on  horseback,  genteelly,  though  plainly, 
dressed  in  a  blue  i"iock,  with  liis  own  hair 
cut  short,  and  a  gold-laced  hat  upon  his  head. 
Alighting,  and  giving  his  horse  to  the  land- 
lord, he  advanced  to  an  old  man  who  was  at 
work  in  paving  the  street,  and  accosted  him 
in  these  words — "  This  is  hard  work  for  such 
an  old  man  as  you."  So  saying,  he  took 
the  instnmient  out  of  liis  hand,  and  began  to 
thump  the  pavement.  After  a  few  strokes — 
'*  Have  you  never  a  son,"  said  he,  "  to  ease 
you  of  this  labour  J"  "  Yes,  an'  please  your 
honour,"  replied  the  senior,  "  I  have  three 
hopeful  lads  ;  but,  at  present,  they  are  out  of 
the  way."  '*  Honour  not  me,"  cried  the 
stranger  :  "  it  more  becomes  me  to  honour 
your  grey  hairs.  Where  are  those  sons  you 
talk  of!"  The  ancient  pavior  said,  his  eld- 
est son  was  a  captain  in  the  East  Indies, 
and  the  youngest  had  lately  enlisted  as  a  sol. 
dier,  in  hopes  of  prospering  like  his  brother. 
The  gentleman  desiring  to  know  what  was 
become  of  the  second,  he  wiped  his  eyes, 
and  owned  he  had  taken  upon  him  his  old 
father's  debts,  for  which  he  was  now  in  the 
prison  hard  by. 

Tlie  traveller  made  three  quick  steps  to- 
wards the  gaol — tiien  turning  short — "  Tell 
me,"  said  he,  "  has  that  unnatural  captain 
sent  you  nothing  to  relieve  your  distress?" 
"Call  him  not  unnatural,"  rejjlied  the  other; 
"God's  blessing  be  upon  him  !  he  sent  me  a 
great  deal  of  money  ;  but  I  made  a  bad  use 
of  it — I  lost  it  by  being  security  for  a  gen- 
tleman that  was  my  landlord,  and  was  stript 
of  all  I  had  in  the  world  besides."  At  that 
instant  a  young  man,  thrusting  out  his  head 
and  neck  between  two  iron  bars  in  the  prison 
window,  exclaimed,  "  Father  !  father!  if  ray 
brother  William  is  in  life,  that's  he."  "I 
am  !  I  am  !"  cried  the  stranger,  clasping  th«- 
old  man  in  his  arms,  and  shedding  a  flood  of 
tears — "  [  am  your  son  Willy,  sure  enough !" 
Before  the  father,  who  was  quite  confound- 
ed, could  make  any  return  to  this  tenderness, 
a  decent  old  woman,  bolting  out  from  the 
door  of  a  poor  habitation,  cried.  ♦  Where  ia 
my  b»  irn  ]  where  is  my  dear  Willy  ]"     Tb« 
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captain  no  sooner  beheld  her,  than  he  quitted 
his  father,  and  ran  into  her  embrace. 

I  can  assure  yon,  my  uncle,  who  saw  and 
heard  every  thing  that  passed,  was  as  much 
moved  as  any  one  of  the  parties  concerned  in 
this  pathetic  recognition.  He  sobbed,  and 
wept,  and  clapped  his  hands,  and  hallooed, 
and  finally  ran  down  into  the  street.  By 
this  time  the  captain  had  retired  with  his 
parents,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place 
were  assembled  at  tlie  door.  Mr  Bramble, 
nevertheless,  pressed  through  the  crowd, 
and,  entering  the  house,  "  Captain,"  said  he, 
"  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  acquaintance.  I 
would  have  travelled  a  hundred  miles  to  see 
this  affecting  scene  ;  and  I  shall  think  my- 
self happy,  if  you  and  your  parents  will  dine 
with  me  at  the  public  house."  The  captain 
thanked  him  for  his  kind  invitation,  which, 
he  said,  he  would  accept  with  pleasure ;  but, 
in  the  mean  time,  he  could  not  tiiink  of  eat- 
ing or  drinking,  while  his  poor  brother  was 
in  trouble.  He  forthwith  deposited  a  sum, 
equal  to  the  debt,  in  the  hands  of  the  magis- 
trate, who  ventured  to  set  his  brother  at 
liberty,  without  farther  process  ;  and  then 
the  whole  family  repaired  to  the  inn  with  my 
uncle,  attended  by  the  crowd,  the  individuals 
of  which  shook  their  townsman  by  the  hand, 
while  he  returned  their  caresses,  without 
the  least  sign  of  pride  or  affectation. 

This  honest  favourite  of  fortune,  whose 
name  was  Brown,  told  my  uncle,  that  he  had 
been  bred  a  weaver,  and,  about  eighteen 
years  ago,  had,  from  a  spirit  of  idleness  and 
dissipation,  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  East  India  company  :  that,  in  the 
course  of  duty,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
attract  the  notice  and  approbation  of  Lord 
Clive,  who  preferred  him  from  one  step  to 
another,  till  he  had  attained  the  rank  of 
captain  and  paymaster  to  the  regiment,  in 
which  capacities  he  had  honestly  amassed 
above  twelve  thousand  pounds,  and,  at  the 
peace,  resigned  his  commission.  He  had 
sent  several  remittances  to  his  father,  who 
received  the  first  only,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  pounds  ;  the  second  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  a  bankrupt ;  and  the  third  had 
been  consis^ned  to  a  gentleman  of  Scotland, 
who  died  before  it  arrived,  so  that  it  still  re- 
mained to  be  accounted  for  by  his  executors. 
He  now  presented  the  old  man  with  fifty 
pounds  for  his  present  occasions,  over  and 
above  bank-notes  for  one  hundred,  which  he 
had  deposited  for  his  brother's  release.  He 
brought  along  with  him  a  deed  ready  e-xe- 
mted,  by  which  he  settled  a  perpetuity  of 
fourscore  pounds  upon  his  parents,  to  be  in- 
herited by  the  other  two  sons  after  their  de- 
cease. He  promised  to  purchase  a  commiss- 
ion for  his  youngest  brother  ;  to  take  the 
other  as  his  own  partner  in  a  manufacture 
wiiich  he  intends  to  set  up,  to  give  employ- 
uipnt  and  bread  to  the  industrious ;  ai  d  to 


give  five  hundred  pounds,  by  way  of  dower 
to  his  sister,  who  had  married  a  farmer  in 
low  circumstances.  Finally,  he  gave  fifly 
pounds  to  the  poor  of  tlie  town  where  he 
was  born,  and  feasted  all  the  inhabitants 
without  exception. 

My  uncle  was  so  charmed  with  the  charac- 
ter of  Captain  Brown,  that  he  drank  hia 
health  three  times  successively  at  dinner. 
He  said,  he  was  proud  of  his  acquaintance ; 
that  he  was  an  honour  to  his  country,  and 
had  in  some  measure  redeemed  human  na- 
ture from  the  reproach  of  pride,  selfishnesa 
and  ingratitude.  For  my  part,  I  was  as  much 
pleased  with  the  modesty  as  with  the  filial 
virtue  of  this  honest  soldier,  who  assumed 
no  merit  from  his  success,  and  said  very  lit- 
tle of  his  own  transactions,  though  the  an- 
swers he  made  to  our  inquiries  were  equally 
sensible  and  laconic.  Mrs  Tabitha  behaved 
very  graciously  to  him,  until  she  understood 
that  he  was  going  to  make  a  tender  of  his 
hand  to  a  person  of  low  estate,  who  had 
been  his  sweetheart  while  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  weaver.  Our  aunt  was  no  sooner 
made  acquainted  with  this  design,  than  she 
starched  up  her  behaviour  with  a  double  por- 
tion of  reserve  ;  and,  when  the  company 
broke  up,  slie  observed,  with  a  toss  of  her 
nose,  that  Brown  was  a  civil  fellow  enough, 
considering  the  lowness  of  his  origin  ;  but 
that  Fortune,  though  she  had  mended  his 
circumstances,  was  incapable  to  raise  his 
ideas,  which  were  still  humble  and  plebeian. 

On  the  day  that  succeeded  this  adventure, 
ws  went  some  miles  out  of  our  road  to  see 
Drumlanrig,  a  seat  belonging  to  the  duke  of 
Queensberry,  which  appears  like  a  magnifi- 
cent palace,  erected  by  magic,  in  the  midst 
of  a  wilderness.  It  is  indeed  a  princely 
mansion,  with  suitable  parks  and  plantations, 
rendered  still  more  striking  by  the  nakedness 
of  the  surrounding  country,  which  is  one  of 
the  wildest  tracks  in  all  Scotland.  Thia 
wilderness,  however,  is  different  from  that 
of  the  Highlands ;  for  here  the  mountains, 
instead  of  heath,  are  covered  with  a  fine 
green  sward,  affording  pasture  to  innumera- 
ble flocks  of  sheep.  But  the  fleeces  of  thia 
country,  called  Nithsdale,  are  not  compara- 
ble to  the  wool  of  Galloway,  which  is  said 
to  equal  that  of  Salisbury  plain.  Having 
passed  the  night  at  the  castle  of  Drumlanrig. 
by  invitation  from  the  duke  himself,  who  is 
one  of  the  best  men  that  ever  breathed,  wo 
prosecuted  our  journey  to  Dumfries,  a  very 
elegant  trading  town  near  the  borders  ot 
England,  where  we  found  plenty  of  good 
provision  and  excellent  wine,  at  very  rea- 
sonable prices,  and  the  accommodation  as 
good  in  all  respects  as  in  any  part  of  South 
Britain.  If  I  was  confined  to  ScoJanJ  foi 
life,  I  would  choose  Dumfries  as  Lie  plaoe 
of  my  residence.  Here  we  made  inquiries 
about  Captain  Lismahago,  of  whom  he? ring 
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no  tidinijs,  wo  proceeded  by  tlic  Soluay 
fritli  to  Cariisie.  You  must  know,  tliat  llie 
Solway  sands,  upon  which  travellers  pass  at 
low  water,  are  exceedingly  dangerous,  be- 
cause, a?  the  tide  makes,  they  become  quick 
in  different  places,  and  the  Hood  rushes  in  so 
impetuously,  that  passengers  are  otien  over- 
taken by  the  sea,  and  perish. 

In  crossing  these  treacherous  syrtes  witli 
a  guide,  we  perceived  a  drowned  horse, 
which  Humphry  Clinker,  afier  due  inspec- 
tion, declared  to  be  the  very  identical  beast 
which  Mr  Lismahago  rode  when  he  parted 
with  us  at  Foltonbridge  in  Nortliumberland. 
This  information,  which  seemed  to  intimate 
that  our  friend  the  lieutenant  had  shared  the 
fate  of  his  horse,  aOccted  us  all,  and  above 
all  our  aunt  Tabitha,  who  shed  salt  tears, 
and  obliged  Clinker  to  pull  a  few  hairs  out  of 
the  dead  horse's  tail,  to  be  worn  in  a  ring  as 
a  remembrance  of  his  master.  But  her  grief 
and  ours  was  not  of  long  duration  ;  for  one 
of  the  first  persons  we  saw  in  Carlisle  was 
the  lieutenant  i/i  propria  persona,  bargain- 
ing with  a  horse-dealer  for  another  steed,  in 
the  yard  of  the  inn  where  we  alighted.  Mrs 
Bramble  was  the  first  that  perceived  him, 
Hud  screamed  as  if  she  had  seen  a  ghost ; 
and,  truly,  at  a  proper  time  and  place,  he 
might  very  well  have  passed  for  an  inhabit- 
ant of  another  world  ;  for  he  was  more 
meagre  and  grim  than  before.  We  received 
him  tiic  more  cordially  for  having  supposed 
he  had  been  drowned  ;  and  he  was  not  deii- 
cient  in  expressions  of  satisfaction  at  this 
meeting.  He  told  us  he  had  inquired  for  us 
at  Dumfries,  and  been  informed  by  a  travel- 
ling merchant  from  Glasgow,  that  we  had  re- 
solved to  return  by  the  way  of  Coldstream. 
He  said,  that,  in  passing  the  sands  without 
a  guide,  his  horse  had  knocked  up ;  and  he 
himself  must  have  perished,  if  he  had  not 
been  providentially  relieved  by  a  return  post- 
chaise.  He,  moreover,  gave  us  to  under- 
stand, that  his  scheme  of  settling  in  his  own 
country  having  miscarried,  he  was  so  far  on 
his  way  to  London,  with  a  view  to  embark 
for  North  America,  where  he  intended  to 
pass  the  rest  of  his  days  among  his  old  friends 
the  Miamis,  and  amuse  himself  in  finishing 
the  education  of  the  son  he  had  by  his  be- 
loved Squinkinacoosta. 

This  project  was  by  no  means  agreeable 
to  our  good  aunt,  who  expatiated  upon  the 
fatigues  and  dangers  that  would  attend  such 
a  long  voyage  by  sea,  and  afterwards  such  a 
tedious  journey  by  land.  She  enlarged  par- 
ticularly on  the  risk  he  would  run,  with  re- 
spect to  the  concerns  of  his  precious  soul, 
among  savages  who  had  not  yet  received  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation  ;  and  she  hinted, 
that  his  abandoning  Great  Britain  might, 
perhaps,  prove  fatal  to  the  inclinations  of 
some  deserving  person,  whom  he  was  quali- 
fied to  make  happy  for  life.  My  uncle,  who 
is  rea'ly  a  Don  Quixote  .n  generosity,  un- 


derstanding that  Lismahago's  real  reasr.  nfor 
leaving  Scotland  was  the  impossibility  of 
subsisting  in  it  with  any  decency  upon  tb.e 
wretched  provision  of  a  subaltern's  half  pay, 
began  to  be  warmly  interested  on  the  side 
of  compassion.  Ho  thought  it  verj  iiard, 
that  a  gentleman,  who  had  served  his  coun. 
try  with  honour,  should  be  driven  by  necess- 
ity to  spend  his  old  age  among  the  refuse 
of  mankind,  in  such  a  remote  part  of  the 
world.  He  discoursed  with  me  upon  the 
subject,  observing,  that  he  would  willinglj 
otl'er  the  lieutenant  an  asylum  at  Brambleton- 
hall,  if  he  did  not  foresee  that  his  singularitiea 
and  humour  of  contradiction  would  render 
him  an  intolerable  house-mate,  though  his 
conversation  at  times  might  bo  both  in- 
structive and  entertaining ;  but,  as  there 
seemed  to  be  something  particular  in  hia 
attention  to  Mrs  Tabitha,  he  and  I  agreed  in 
opinion,  that  this  intercourse  should  be  en- 
couraged, and  improved,  if  possible,  into  a 
matrimonial  union  ;  in  which  case  thero 
would  be  a  comfortable  provision  for  both ; 
and  they  might  be  settled  in  a  house  of  tlueir 
own,  so  that  Mr  Bramble  should  have  no 
more  of  their  company  than  he  desired. 

In  pursuance  of  this  design,  Lismahago 
has  been  invited  to  pass  the  winter  at  Bram. 
bleton-hall,  as  it  will  be  time  enough  to  ex. 
ccute  his  American  project  in  the  spring. 
He  has  taken  time  to  consider  of  this  pro- 
posal;  meanwhile  he  will  keep  us  company 
as  far  as  we  travel  in  the  road  to  Bristol, 
where  he  has  hopes  of  getting  a  passage  for 
America.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  he  will 
postpone  his  voyage,  and  prosecute  his  ad- 
dresses to  a  happy  consummation  ;  and  sure, 
if  it  produces  any  fruit,  it  must  be  of  a  very 
peculiar  flavour.  As  the  weather  continues 
favourable,  I  believe  we  shall  take  the  Peak 
of  Derbyshire  and  Buxton  wells  in  our  way. 
At  any  rate,  from  the  first  place  where  we 
make  any  stay,  you  shall  hear  again  from 
yours  always,  J.  MELFORD. 

Carlisle,  Sept.  12. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dear  Doctor, — The  peasantiy  of  Scot- 
land are  certainly  on  a  poor  footing  all  over 
the  kingdom  ;  and  yet  they  look  better,  and 
are  better  clothed,  than  those  of  the  same 
rank  in  Burgundy,  and  many  other  places 
of  France  and  Italy  ;  nay,  I  will  venture  to 
say  they  are  better  fed,  notwithstanding  the 
boasted  wine  of  these  foreign  countries. 
The  country  people  of  North  Britain  live 
chiefly  on  oatmeal,  and  milk-cheese,  butter, 
and  some  garden  stufl",  with  now  and  then  a 
pickled  herring,  by  way  of  delicacy  ;  but  flesh- 
meat  they  seldom  or  never  taste,  nor  an/ 
kind  of  strong  liquor,  except  twopenny,  at 
times  of  uncommon  festivity.  Tfieir  break- 
fast is  a  kind  of  hasty-pudding  of  oatmca! 
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or  peHse-meal,  eaten  with  milk.  They  have 
commonly  pottage  to  dinner,  composed  of 
cale  or  cole,  leeks,  barley  or  big,  and  butter; 
and  this  is  reinforced  with  bread,  and  cheese 
made  of  skimmed  milk.  At  night  they  sup 
on  sowens  or  flummery  of  oatmeal.  In  a 
scarcity  of  oats  they  use  the  meal  of  barley 
and  pease,  which  is  both  nourishing  and 
palatable.  Some  of  them  have  potatoes : 
and  you  find  parsnips  in  every  peasant's  gar- 
den. They  are  clothed  with  a  coarse  kind 
of  russet  of  their  own  making,  which  is  both 
decent  and  warm.  They  dwell  in  poor  huts, 
built  of  loose  stones  and  turf,  vvithout  any 
mortar,  having  a  fire-place  or  hearth  in  the 
middle,  generally  made  of  an  old  mill  stone, 
and  a  hole  at  top  to  let  out  the  smoke. 

These  people,  however,  are  content,  and 
wonderfully  sagacious.  Al!  of  them  read  the 
Bible,  and  are  even  qualified  to  dispute  upon 
the  articles  of  their  faith,  which,  in  those 
parts  I  have  seen,  is  entirely  presbyterian. 
I  am  told  that  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen- 
shire are  still  more  acute.  I  once  knew  a 
Scotch  gentleman  at  London,  who  had  de- 
clared war  against  this  part  of  his  country, 
and  swore  that  the  impudence  and  knavery 
of  the  Scotch  in  that  quarter  had  brought  a 
reproach  upon  the  whole  nation. 

The  river  Clyde,  above  Glasgow,  is  quite 
pastoral,  and  the  banks  of  it  are  everywhere 
adorned  with  fine  villas.  From  the  sea  to 
its  source,  we  may  reckon  the  seats  of  many 
families  of  the  first  rank,  such  as  the  duke 
of  Argyll  at  Roseneath,  the  earl  of  Bute  in 
the  isle  of  that  name,  the  earl  of  Glencairn 
at  Finlayston,  Lord  Blantyre  at  Areskine, 
the  duchess  of  Douglas  at  Bothwell,  the  duke 
of  Hamilton  at  Hamilton,  the  duke  of  Doug- 
las at  Douglas,  and  the  earl  of  Hyndford  at 
Carmichael.  Hamilton  is  a  noble  palace, 
magnificently  furnished  ;  and  hard  by  is  the 
village  of  that  name,  one  of  the  neatest  little 
towns  I  have  seen  in  any  country.  The  old 
castle  of  Douglas  being  burnt  to  the  ground 
by  accident,  the  late  duke  resolved,  as  head 
of  the  first  family  in  Scotland,  to  have  the 
largest  house  in  the  kingdom,  and  ordered  a 
olan  for  this  purpose  :  but  there  was  only 
one  wing  of  it  finished  when  he  died.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  his  nephew,  who  is  now  in 
possession  of  his  gi'cat  fortune,  will  complete 
the  design  of  his  predecessor.  Clydesdale  is 
in  general  populous  and  rich,  containing  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen,  who  arc  inde- 
])endent  in  their  fortune;  but  it  ]\soduces 
more  cattle  than  corn.  This  is  olso  the  case 
with  Tweeddale,  through  part  of  which  we 
passed,  and  Nidsdale,  wiiich  is  generally 
rough,  wild  and  mountainous.  These  hills 
are  covered  with  sheep:  and  this  is  the  small 
delicious  mutton,  so  much  preferable  to  that 
of  the  London  market.  As  their  feeding 
costs  so  little,  the  sheep  are  not  killed  till 
.^ve  years  old,  when  their  flesh,  juices  and 
flavour  are  'n   perfection  ;   but  their  fleeces 


are  much  damaged  by  the  tar  with  which 
they  are  smeared  to  preserve  them  from  the 
rot  in  winter,  during  which  they  run  wild  night 
and  day,  and  thousands  are  lost  under  huge 
wreaths  of  snow.  'Tis  a  pity  the  farmers 
cannot  contrive  some  means  to  shelter  this 
useful  animal  from  the  inclemencies  of  a 
rigorous  climate,  especially  from  the  perpe- 
tual rains,  which  are  more  prejudicial  than 
the  greatest  extremity  of  cold  weather. 

On  the  little  river  Nid,  is  situated  the 
castle  of  Drumlanrig,  one  of  the  noblest  seats 
in  Great  Britain,  belonging  to  the  duke  of 
Queensberry,  one  of  those  few  noblemen 
whose  goodness  of  heart  does  honour  to 
human  nature.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  enter 
into  a  description  of  this  palace,  which  is 
really  an  instance  of  the  sublime  in  magni- 
ficence, as  well  as  in  situation,  and  puts  one 
in  mind  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Palmyra, 
rising  like  a  vision  in  the  midst  of  the  wil- 
derness.  His  grace  keeps  open  house,  and 
lives  with  great  splendour.  He  did  us  the 
honour  to  receive  us  with  great  courtes}', 
and  detain  us  all  night,  together  with  above 
twenty  other  guests,  with  all  their  servants 
and  horses,  to  a  very  considerable  num- 
ber. The  duchess  was  equally  gracious,  and 
took  our  ladies  under  her  immediate  pro- 
tection. The  longer  I  live,  I  see  more  rea- 
son to  believe  that  prejudices  of  education 
are  never  wholly  eradicated,  even  when  they 
are  discovered  to  be  erroneous  and  absurd. 
Such  habits  of  thinking  as  interest  the  grand 
passions,  cleave  to  the  human  heart  in  such 
a  manner,  that  though  an  effort  of  reason 
may  force  them  from  their  hold  for  a  mo- 
ment, this  violence  no  sooner  ceases,  than 
they  resume  their  grasp  with  an  increased 
elasticit}'  and  adhesion. 

I  am  led  into  this  reflection  by  what  pass- 
ed at  the  duke's  table  after  supper.  The 
conversation  turned  upon  the  vulgar  notions 
of  spirits  and  omens,  that  prevail  among  the 
commonalty  of  North  Britain,  and  all  the 
company  agreed  that  nothing  could  be  more 
ridiculous.  One  gentleman,  however,  told 
a  remarkable  story  of  himself,  by  way  of 
speculation.  '•  Being  on  a  party  of  hunting 
in  the  north,"  said  he,  "  I  resolved  to  visit  an 
old  friend,  whom  I  had  not  seen  for  twenty 
years, — so  long  he  had  been  retired  and  se- 
questered from  all  his  acquaintance,  and  lived 
in  a  moping  melancholy  way,  much  afllicted 
with  lowness  of  spirits,  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  his  wife,  whom  he  loved  with  on- 
common  affliction.  As  he  resided  in  a  re- 
mote part  of  the  country,  and  we  were  five 
gentlemen,  with  as  many  servantB,  we  car- 
ried  some  provision  with  us  from  the  ne.xt 
market  town,  lest  we  should  find  him  unpre- 
pared for  our  reception.  The  roads  being 
bad,  we  did  not  arrive  at  the  house  till  ♦wo 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  were  agree- 
ably surprised  to  find  a  very  good  dinner 
ready  in  the  kitchen  ;  and  the  cloth  laid  with 
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lix  covers.  My  friend  himself  appeared  in  I 
bis  best  apparel  at  tlie  ufate,  and  received  us 
villi  ojion  arms,  tellinjf  me  he  had  been  ex- 
pecting us  these  two  iiours.  Astonished  lit 
this  declaration,  I  asked  who  had  <,Mven  him 
intelligence  of  ourcominj^;  and  he  smiled, 
witlioul  making  any  other  reply.  However, 
presuming  upon  our  former  intimacy,  I  af- 
terwards insisted  upon  knowing;  and  he  told 
me,  very  gravely,  he  had  seen  me  in  a  vision 
of  the  second  sight.  Nay,  he  called  in  the 
evidence  of  his  steward,  who  solemnly  de- 
clared, that  liis  master  liad  the  day  before 
apprised  him  of  my  coming  with  four  other 
strangers,  and  ordered  him  to  provide  accord- 
ingly ;  in  consequence  of  which  intimation 
ne  had  prepared  the  dinner  wliicii  we  were 
now  eating,  and  luid  laid  the  covers  accord- 
ing to  the  number  foretold.  The  incident 
we  all  owned  to  be  remarkable,  and  I  en- 
deavoured to  account  for  it  by  natural  means. 
1  observed,  tiiat  as  tiie  old  gentleman  was  of 
a  visionary  turn,  the  casual  idea  or  remem- 
brance of  his  old  friend,  might  suggest  those 
circumstances  which  accident  had  for  once 
realized  ;  but  that  in  all  probability  he  had 
seen  many  visions  of  the  same  kind,  which 
were  never  verified.  None  of  the  company 
directly  dissented  from  my  opinion  ;  but  from 
the  objections  that  were  hinted,  I  could 
plainly  perceive,  that  the  majority  were  per- 
suaded there  was  something  more  extraordi- 
nary in  the  case. 

Another  gentleman  of  the  company,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  me, — "  Without  all 
doubt,"  said  he,  "  a  diseased  imagination  is 
very  apt  to  produce  visions ;  but  we  must 
find  some  other  method  to  account  for  some- 
thing of  this  kind  that  happened  within 
ihese  eight  days  in  my  neighbourhood.  A 
gentleman  of  a  good  family,  who  cannot  be 
deemed  a  visionary  in  any  sense  of  the  word, 
was,  near  his  own  gate,  in  the  twilight,  visit- 
ed by  his  grandfather,  who  has  been  dead 
these  fifteen  years.  The  spectre  was  mount- 
ed seemingly  on  the  very  horse  he  used  to 
ride,  with  an  angry  and  terrible  countenance, 
and  said  something,  which  his  grandson,  in 
the  confusion  of  his  fear,  could  not  vuulor- 
Btand.  But  this  was  not  all :  he  lifted  up  a 
huge  li(jrse-whip,  and  ap[)lied  it  with  great 
violence  to  his  back  and  shoulders,  on  which 
I  saw  the  impression  with  my  own  eyes. 
The  apparition  was  afterwards  seen  by  the 
Ecxton  of  the  parish,  hovering  about  the 
tomb  where  his  body  lies  interred  ;  as  the 
man  declared  to  several  persons  in  the  vil- 
lage, before  he  knew  what  had  happened  to 
the  gentleman.  Nay,  he  actually  came  to 
me,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  order  to 
make  oath  of  these  particulars,  which,  how- 
ever, 1  declined  administering.  As  for  the 
prandson  of  the  defunct,  he  is  a  sober,  sen- 
sible, worldly-minded  fellow,  too  intent  upon 
•cliemes  of  interest  U  give  into  reveries.  He 
woidd  lla^  e  willingly  concealed  the  affair  ; 


hut  he  bawled  out  in  the  first  transports  of 
his  fear,  and  niniiing  into  the  house,  exposed 
his  back  and  his  sconce  to  the  whole  family  ; 
so  that  there  was  no  denying  it  in  the  sequel. 
It  is  now  tlie  common  discourse  of  the  coun- 
try, that  this  appearance  and  behaviour  of 
the  old  man's  si)irit  portends  sonic  great  ca- 
lamity to  the  family,  and  the  good  woman 
has  actually  taken  to  her  bed  in  (his  appre- 
hension." 

'I'hough  I  did  not  pretend  to  exj)Iain  this 
mystery,  I  said  I  did  not  at  all  doubt  but  it 
would  one  day  appear  to  be  a  deception; 
and,  in  all  probability,  a  scheme  executed  by 
some  enemy  of  the  person  who  had  sustain- 
ed the  assault :  but  still  the  gentleman  in- 
sisted upon  the  cloarness  of  the  evidence, 
and  the  concurrence  of  testimony,  by  which 
two  creditable  witnesses,  without  having  any 
communication  one  with  another,  affirmed 
the  appearance  of  the  same  man,  with  whose 
person  they  were  both  well  acquainted. 

From  Drumlanrig  we  pursued  the  course 
of  the  Nid  to  Dumfries,  which  stands  several 
miles  above  the  place  where  the  river  falls 
into  the  sea:  and  is,  after  Glasgow,  the 
handsomest  town  I  have  seen  in  Scotland. 
The  inhabitants,  indeed,  seem  to  have  pro- 
posed that  city  as  their  mode!  ;  not  only  in 
beautifying  their  town  and  regulating  its  po- 
lice, but  also  in  prosecuting  their  schemes  of 
commerce  and  manufacture,  by  which  the/ 
are  grown  rich  and  opulent. 

We  re-entered  England  by  the  way  ot 
Carlisle,  where  we  accidentally  met  with  our 
friend  Lismahago,  whom  wo  had  in  vain  in- 
quired after  at  Dumfries  and  other  places. 
It  would  seem  that  the  captain,  like  the  pro- 
phets of  old,  is  but  little  honoured  in  his  own 
country,  which  he  has  now  renounced  for 
ever.  "He  gave  me  the  following  particulars 
of  his  visit  to  his  native  soil.  In  his  way  to 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  he  learned  that  his 
nephew  had  married  the  daughter  of  a  bour- 
geois, who  directed  a  weaving  manuflictiire, 
and  had  gone  into  partnership  with  his  father- 
in-law  :  chagrined  with  this  information,  he 
had  arrived  at  the  gate  in  the  twilight,  where 
he  heard  the  sound  of  treadles  in  the  great 
hall,  which  had  exasperated  him  to  such  a 
degree,  that  he  had  like  to  have  lost  his 
senses  :  while  he  was  thus^transported  with 
indignation,  his  nephew  chanced  to  come 
forth,  when,  being  no  longer  master  of  his 
passion,  he  cried, — "  Degenerate  rascal  :  you 
have  made  my  father's  house  a  deu  of 
thieves  ;"  and  at  th«  same  time  chastised 
him  with  his  horse-whip  ;  tiiou,  riding  round 
the  adjoining  village,  he  had  visited  tlie  bury- 
ing-srround  of  his  ancestors  by  moon-light ; 
and,  having  paid  his  respects  to  their  mrtnes, 
travelled  all  night  to  another  part  of  the 
country.  Finding  the  head  of  his  family  in 
such  a  disgraceful  situation,  all  his  own 
friends  dead  or  removed  from  the  places  of 
their  former  residence,  and  the  expeiisp  of 
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.iving  increased  to  double  of  what  it  had 
been  wlien  he  first  left  his  native  country,  he 
had  bid  it  an  eternal  adieu,  and  was  deter- 
nined  to  seek  for  repose  among  the  forests 
£)f  America. 

1  was  no  longer  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
the  apparition,  which  had  been  described  at 
Drumlanrig  ;  and  when  I  repeated  the  story 
to  the  lieutenant,  he  was  much  pleased  to 
think  his  resentment  had  been  so  much  more 
effectual  tJian  he  intended  ;  and  lie  owned, 
he  might,  at  such  an  hour,  and  in  such  an 
equipage,  very  well  pass  for  the  ghost  of 
his  fatiier,  whom  he  was  said  greatly  to 
resemble.  Between  friends,  I  fancy  Lisma- 
hago  will  find  a  retreat  without  going  so  far 
as  the  wigwams  of  the  Miamis.  My  sister 
Tabby  is  making  continual  advances  to  him, 
in  the  way  of  aflection  ;  and,  if  I  may  trust 
to  appearances,  the  captain  is  disposed  to 
take  opportunity  by  the  forelock.  For  my 
part,  I  intend  to  encourage  this  corres- 
pondence, and  shall  be  glad  to  see  them 
united.  In  that  case  we  shall  find  a  way  to 
settle  them  comfortably  in  our  own  neigh- 
bourhood. I  and  my  servants  will  get  rid  of 
a  very  troublesome  and  tyrannic  governante, 
and  I  shall  have  the  benefit  of  Lismahago's 
conversation,  without  being  obliged  to  take 
more  of  his  company  than  I  desire  ;  for 
though  an  olia  is  a  high-llavoured  dish,  I 
could  not  bear  to  dine  upon  it  every  day  of 
my  life. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  Manchester,  which 
is  one  of  the  most  agreeable  and  flourishing 
towns  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  I  perceive,  that 
this  is  the  place  which  hath  animated  the 
spirit  and  suggested  the  chief  manufactures 
of  Glasgow.  We  propose  to  visit  Chats- 
worth,  the  Peak  and  Buxton,  from  which 
ast  place  we  shall  proceed  directly  home- 
wards, though  by  easy  journeys.  If  the  sea- 
son has  been  as  favourable  in  Wales  as  in 
the  north,  your  harvest  is  happily  finished  ; 
and  we  have  nothing  left  to  think  of  but  our 
October,  of  which  let  Barnes  be  properly  re- 
minded. You  will  find  me  much  better  in 
flesh  than  I  was  at  our  parting  ;  and  this 
short  separation  has  given  a  new  edge  to 
those  sentiments  of  friendship  with  which  I 
always  have  been,  and  ever  shall  be,  yours, 
MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Manchester,  Sept.  15. 


To  Mrs  Gwylmm,  Housekeeper  at 
Brambleton-Hall. 

Mrs  Gwyllim, — It  has  pleased  Provi- 
ilence  to  bring  us  safe  back  to  England,  and 
partake  us  in  many  pearls  by  land  and  water, 
in  particular,  the  DeviVs  Harse  a  pike  and 
Horjderi's  hole  which  hath  got  no  bottom  ; 
and  as  we  are  drawing  huomwards,  it  may  be 
proper  to  apprise  you,  that  Brambleton-hall 
Diav  l-Q  in  a  condition  to  receive  us,  after  this 


long  journey  to  the  islands  of  Scotland.  Bj 
the  first  of  next  month  you  may  beirin  t« 
make  constant  fires  in  my  brother's  chamber 
and  nine  :  and  burn  a  faggot  every  day  in 
the  yellow  damask  room  ;  have  the  tester 
and  curtains  dusted,  and  the  feather-bed  and 
matrosses  well  haired ;  because,  perhaps, 
with  the  blessing  of  heaven,  they  may  be 
yused  on  some  occasion.  Let  the  ould  hogs- 
head  be  well  skewered  and  seasoned  for 
bear,  as  Mat  is  resolved  to  have  his  seller 
choak-fool. 

If  the  house  was  mine,  I  would  turn  over 
a  new  leaf.  I  don't  see  why  the  sarvants  ot 
Wales  shouldn't  drink  fair  water,  and  eat  ho 
cakes  and  barley  cale,  as  they  do  in  Scot- 
land, without  troubling  the  botcher  above 
once  a-quarter.  I  hope  you  keep  accunt  of 
Roger's  purseeding  in  reverence  to  the  but- 
ter-milk. I  expect  my  due  when  I  come 
huom,  without  baiting  an  ass,  I'll  assure 
you.  As  you  must  have  layed  a  great  many 
more  eggs  than  would  be  eaten,  I  do  suppose 
there  is  a  power  of  turks,  chickings  and  guz- 
zling about  the  house  ;  and  a  brave  kargo  of 
cheese  ready  for  market ;  and  that  the  owl 
has  been  sent  to  Crickhowel,  saving  what 
the  maids  spun  in  the  flimily. 

Pray  let  the  whole  house  and  furnituro 
have  a  through  cleaning  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, for  the  honour  of  Wales  ;  and  let  Roger 
search  into  and  make  a  general  clearance 
of  the  slit  holes  which  the  maids  have  in 
secret;  for  I  know  they  are  much  given  to 
sloth  and  uncleanness.  I  hope  you  have 
worked  a  reformation  among  them,  as  I  ex- 
horted you  in  my  last,  and  set  their  hearts 
upon  better  things  than  they  can  find  in 
junkitting  and  caterwauling  with  the  fellows 
of  the  country. 

As  for  Win  Jenkins,  she  has  undergone  a 
perfect  metamurphysis,  and  is  become  a  new 
creeter  from  the  ammunition  of  Humphry 
Clinker,  our  new  footman,  a  pious  young 
man,  who  has  laboured  exceedingly,  that 
she  might  bring  forth  fruits  of  repentance.  I 
make  no  doubt  but  he  will  take  the  samo 
pains  with  that  pert  hussy  Mary  Jones,  and 
all  of  you  ;  and  that  he  may  have  power 
given  to  penetrate  and  instil  his  goodness, 
even  into  your  most  inward  parts,  is  tha 
fervent  prayer  of,  your  friend  in  the  spirit, 
TAB.  BRAMBLE. 

Sept.  18. 


To  Dr  Leavis. 

Dear  Lewis, — Lismahago  is  more  pata- 
doxical  than  ever.  Tiie  late  gulp  he  had  of 
his  native  air,  seems  to  have  blown  fresU 
spirits  into  all  his  polemical  faculties,  i 
congratulated  him  the  other  day  on  the  pre- 
sent flourishing  state  of  his  country,  objerv. 
ing,  that  the  Scotch  were  now  in  a  fair  way 
to  wipe  off"  the  national  reproach  of  povert* 


EXPEDITION  OF  HUMPHRY  CLINKER. 


4:« 


snd  exprpssinsj  my  satisfaction  ot  the  hapin* 
elf^ots  ot'  the  union,  so  conspicuous  in  the 
improvement  of  their  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures  and  manners.  Tlic  lieutenant, 
screwiniT  up  his  features  into  a  look  of  dis- 
sent and  disjjust,  commented  on  my  remarks 
to  this  etVect :  "Those  who  reproach  ana- 
lion  fur  its  poverty  when  it  is  not  o\vin<j^  to 
tlie  protlitfacv  or  vice  of  tiie  people,  deserve 
no  answer.  The  Lacedemonians  were  poorer 
than  the  Scolcii,  when  they  took  the  lead 
among  all  the  free  states  of  Greece,  and 
were  esteemed  above  them  all  for  their 
valour  and  their  virtue.  The  most  respect- 
able heroes  of  ancient  Rome,  such  as  Fabri- 
cius,  Cincinnatus  and  Reorulus,  were  poorer 
than  the  poorest  freeholder  in  Scotland  ;  and 
there  are  at  this  day  individuals  in  Nortli 
Britain,  one  of  wliom  can  produce  more  gold 
and  silver  than  the  whole  republic  of  Rome 
could  raise  at  those  times  when  their  public 
virtue  shone  with  unrivalled  lustre ;  and 
poverty  was  so  far  from  beintj  a  reproach, 
that  it  added  fresh  laurels  to  her  fame,  be- 
cause it  indicated  a  noble  contempt  of  wealth, 
which  was  proof  ag-ainst  all  the  arts  of  cor- 
ruption. If  poverty  be  a  subject  of  reproach, 
it  follows,  that  wealth  is  the  object  of  es- 
teem and  veneration.  In  that  case  there 
are  Jews  and  others  in  Amsterdam  and  Lon- 
don, enriched  by  usury,  peculation  and  ditl'er- 
ent  species  of  fraud  and  extortion,  who  are 
more  estimable  than  the  most  virtuous  and 
illustrious  members  of  the  community  ;  an 
absurdity  which  no  man  in  his  senses  will 
offer  to  maintain.  Riches  arc  certainly  no 
proof  of  merit:  nay,  they  are  often  (if  not 
most  commonly)  acquired  by  persons  of  sor- 
did minds  and  mean  talents  :  nor  do  they  give 
any  intrinsic  worth  to  the  possessor  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  tend  to  pervert  his  understand- 
ing, and  render  his  morals  more  depraved. 
But,  granting  that  poverty  were  really  mat- 
ter of  reproach,  it  cannot  be  justly  imputed 
to  Scotland.  No  country  is  poor  that  can 
supply  its  inhabitants  with  the  necessaries 
of  life,  and  even  afford  articles  for  exporta- 
tion. Scotland  is  rich  in  natural  advantages  ; 
it  produces  every  species  of  provision  in 
abundance,  vast  herds  of  cattle,  and  flocks 
of  sheep,  with  a  great  number  of  horses  ; 
prodigious  quantities  of  wool  and  flax,  and 
plenty  of  copse  wood,  and  in  some  parts  large 
forests  of  timber.  The  earth  is  still  more  rich 
Delow  than  above  the  surface.  It  yields  inex- 
haustible stores  of  coal,  free-stone,  marble, 
lead,  iron,  copper  and  silver,  with  some  gold. 
The  sea  abounds  with  excellent  fish,  and  salt 
to  cure  them  for  exportation  ;  and  there  are 
creeks  and  harbours  round  the  whole  king- 
dom, for  the  convenience  and  security  of 
navigation.  The  face  of  the  country  dis- 
plays a  surprising  number  of  cities,  towns, 
villas  and  villages,  swarming  with  people; 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  want  of  art,  indus- 
i,r)',  government  and  police.  Such  a  king. 
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dom  never  can  be  called  poor,  in  any  sense 
uf  the  word,  though  thi.'re  may  be  many 
others  more  powerful  and  oi)uleiit.  But  the 
proper  use  of  those  advantages,  and  the  pre- 
.N-ent  prosperity  of  the  Scotch,  you  seem  to 
derive  from  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms." 

I  said,  I  suppose  he  would  not  <!eiiy  that 
the  appearance  of  the  country  was  much 
mended;  that  the  people  lived  better,  had 
more  trade,  and  a  greater  quantity  of  money 
circulating  since  the  union,  than  before.  "  I 
may  safely  admit  these  ])remises,"  answered 
the  lieutenant,  "without  subscribing  to  your 
inference.  The  difference  you  mention,  I 
should  take  to  be  the  natural  progress  of  im- 
provement. Since  that  period,  other  nations, 
such  as  the  Swedes,  the  Danes,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, the  French,  have  greatly  increased 
in  commerce,  without  any  such  cause  assign- 
ed. Before  the  union,  there  was  a  remark- 
able  spirit  of  trade  among  the  Scotch,  as  a|)- 
peared  in  the  case  of  their  Darien  company, 
in  v.'hich  they  had  embarked  no  less  than 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling;  and 
in  tlie  flourishing  state  of  the  maritime  towns 
in  Fife,  and  on  the  eastern  coast,  enriched 
by  their  trade  with  France,  which  failed  in 
consequence  of  the  union.  The  only  solid 
commercial  advantage  reaped  from  that  mea- 
sure, was  the  privilege  of  trading  to  the 
English  plantations  ;  yet,  excepting  Glasgow 
and  Dumfries,  I  don't  know  any  other  Scutcl: 
towns  concerned  in  that  traffic.  In  othei 
respects,  I  conceive,  the  Scotch  were  losers 
by  the  union.  They  lost  the  independency 
of  their  state,  the  greatest  prop  of  national 
spirit ;  they  lost  their  parliament,  and  their 
courts  of  justice  were  subjected  to  the  revis> 
ion  and  supremacy  of  an  English  tribunal." 

"  Softly,  captain,"  cried  I,  "  you  cannot  be 
said  to  have  lost  you  own  parHament,  while 
you  are  represented  in  that  of  Great  Britain." 
"  True,"  said  he,  with  a  sarcastic  grin,  "  ii? 
debates  of  national  competition,  the  sixteeiv 
peers  and  forty-five  commoners  of  Scotland 
must  make  a  formidable  figure  in  the  scale, 
against  the  whole  English  legislature."  Be 
that  as  it  may,"  I  observed,  "while  I  had 
the  honour  to  sit  in  the  lower  house,  the 
Scotch  members  had  always  the  majority  on 
their  side."  "  I  understand  you,  sir,"  said 
he  ;  "  they  generally  side  with  the  majority  ; 
60  much  the  worse  for  their  constituents.  But 
even  this  evil  is  not  the  worst  they  have  sus- 
tained  by  the  union.  Their  trade  lias  been 
saddled  with  grievous  impositions,  and  every 
article  of  living  severely  taxed,  to  pay  the 
interest  of  enormous  debts,  contracted  by  the 
English,  in  support  of  measures  and  connec- 
tions in  which  the  Scotch  had  no  interest 
nor  concern.  I  begged  he  would  at  least 
allow,  that,  by  the  union,  the  Scotch  were 
admitted  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  English  subjects  ;  by  which  means  multi- 
tudes  of  tiiem  were  provided  for  in  the  army 
or  navy,  and  got  fortunes  in  different  parts 
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of  England  and  its  dominions.  "  All  these," 
said  he,  "  become  Eng-lish  subjects  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  and  are  in  a  great  mea- 
sure lost  to  their  mother  country.  The  spirit 
of  rambling  and  adventure  has  been  always 
])Gculiar  to  the  natives  of  Scotland.  If  they 
had  not  met  with  encouragement  in  Eng- 
land, they  would  have  served  and  settled,  as 
formerly,  in  other  countries,  such  as  Mus- 
covy, Sweden,  Denmark,  Poland,  Germany, 
France,  Piedmont,  and  Italy,  in  all  whicli 
nations  their  descendants  continue  to  flourish 
even  at  this  day." 

By  this  time  my  patience  began  to  fail, 
and  I  exclaimed, — "  For  God's  sake  what 
has  England  got  by  this  union,  which,  you 
say,  has  been  so  productive  of  misfortune  to 
the  Scotch?"  "  Great  and  manifold  are  the 
advantages  which  England  derives  from  the 
union,"  said  Lismahago,  in  a  solemn  tone  : 
"  first  and  foremost,  the  settlement  of  the 
protestant  succession,  a  point  which  the  Eng- 
lish ministry  drove  with  such  eagerness,  that 
no  stone  was  left  unturned  to  cajole  and  bribe 
a  few  leading  men,  to  cram  the  union  down 
tiie  throats  of  the  Scottish  nation,  who  were 
surprisingly  averse  to  the  expedient.  They 
gained  by  it  a  considerable  addition  of  terri- 
rory,  extending  their  dominion  to  the  sea  on 
all  sides  of  the  island,  thereby  shutting  up 
all  back-doors  against  the  enterprises  of  their 
enemies.  They  got  an  accession  of  above 
a  million  of  useful  subjects,  constituting  a 
never-failing  nursery  of  seamen,  soldiers, 
labourers  and  mechanics  ;  a  most  valuable 
acquisition  to  a  trading  country,  exposed  to 
foreign  wars,  and  obliged  to  maintain  a  num- 
ber of  settlements  in  all  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe.  In  the  course  of  seven  years, 
during  the  last  v/ar,  Scotland  furnished  the 
English  army  and  navy  with  seventy  thou- 
sand men,  over  and  above  those  who  mi- 
grated to  their  colonies,  or  mingled  with 
them  at  home  in  the  civil  departments  of  life. 
This  was  a  very  considera^ble  and  seasonable 
supply  to  a  nation,  whose  people  had  been 
for  many  years  decreasing  in  number,  and 
whose  lands  and  manufactures  were  actually 
suffering  for  want  of  hands.  I  need  not  re- 
mind you  of  the  hackneyed  maxim,  that  to  a 
nation  in  such  circumstances,  a  supply  of 
industrious  people  is  a  supply  of  wealth  ;  nor 
repeat  an  observation,  which  is  now  received 
OS  an  eternal  truth,  even  among  the  English 
themselves,  that  the  Scotch  who  settle  in 
South  Britain  are  remarkably  sober,  orderly 
and  industrious." 

I  allowed  the  truth  of  this  remark,  adding, 
that,  by  their  industry,  economy  and  circum- 
spection, many  of  them  in  England,  as  well 
as  in  her  colonies,  amassed  large  fortunes, 
with  which  they  returned  to  their  own  coun- 
try, and  this  was  so  much  lost  to  South  Iki- 
tain.  "Give  me  leave,  sir,"  said  ho,  "to 
assure  you,  that  in  your  fact  you  are  mis- 
taken,   and    ii     your   deduction    erroneous. 


Not  one  in  two  hundred  that  leave  Scotland 
ever  returns  to  settle  in  his  own  country; 
and  the  i'ew  that  do  return,  carry  thither 
nothing  that  can  possibly  diminish  the  stock 
of  South  Britain  ;  for  none  of  their  treasure 
stagnates  in  Scotland.  There  is  a  continual 
circulation,  like  that  of  the  blood  in  the  hu- 
man body,  and  England  is  the  heart,  to  winch 
all  tlie  streams  which  it  distributes  are  re- 
funded and  returned  ;  nay,  in  consequence 
of  tliat  luxury,  which  our  connection  with 
England  hath  greatly  encouraged,  if  not  in- 
troduced, all  the  produce  of  our  lands,  and 
all  tlie  profits  of  our  trade,  are  engrossed  by 
the  natives  of  South  Britain  ;  for  you  will 
find  that  the  exchange  between  the  two  king- 
doms is  always  against  Scotland,  and  that 
she  retains  neither  gold  nor  silver  sufficient 
for  her  own  circulation.  The  Scotch,  not 
content  with  their  own  manufactures  and 
produce,  which  would  very  well  answer  ail 
necessary  occasions,  seem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  purchasing  superfluities  from  Eng- 
land, such  as  broad  cloth,  velvets,  stuffs, 
silks,  lace,  furs,  jewels,  furniture  of  all  8ort.«, 
sugar,  rum,  tea,  chocolate  and  coffee ;  in  a 
word,  not  only  every  mode  of  the  most  ex- 
travagant luxury,  but  even  many  articles  of 
convenience,  which  they  might  find  as  good, 
and  much  cheaper,  in  their  own  country. 
For  all  these  particulars,  England,  I  con- 
ceive, may  touch  about  one  million  sterling 
a-year.  I  don't  pretend  to  make  an  exact 
calculation ;  perhaps  it  may  be  something 
less,  and  perhaps  a  great  deal  more.  The 
annual  revenue  arising  from  all  the  private 
estates  of  Scotland  cannot  fall  short  of  a 
million  sterling ;  and  I  should  imagine  their 
trade  will  amount  to  as  much  more.  I  know 
the  linen  manufacture  alone  returns  near  half 
a  million,  exclusive  of  the  home  consumption 
of  that  article.  If,  therefore.  North  Britain 
pays  a  balance  of  a  million  annually  to  Eng- 
land, I  insist  upon  it,  that  country  is  more 
valuable  to  her,  in  the  way  of  commerce, 
than  any  colony  in  her  possession,  over  and 
above  the  other  advantages  which  I  have 
specified ;  therefore,  they  are  no  friends  either 
to  England  or  to  truth,  who  affect  to  depre- 
cate the  northern  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom." 

I  must  own,  I  was  at  first  a  little  nettled 
to  find  myself  schooled  in  so  many  particu- 
lars. Though  I  did  not  receive  all  his  as- 
sertions as  gospel,  I  was  not  prepared  to 
refute  them  ;  .and  I  cannot  help  now  acqui 
escing  in  his  lemnrks,  so  far  as  to  thirk, 
that  the  contempt  for  Scotland,  which  pre- 
vails too  much  on  this  side  of  the  Tweed,  \a 
founded  on  prejudice  and  error.  After  some 
recollection, — "  Well,  captain,"  said  I,  "you 
have  argued  stoutly  for  the  importance  cf 
your  own  coimtry  :  for  my  part,  I  have  such 
a  regard  for  our  fellow-subjects  of  North 
Britain,  that  I  should  be  glad  to  sec  the  day 
when   your  peasants  can  aftb'd  to  give  al] 
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their  oats  to  their  cattle,  liogs  and  poultry, 
and  imliiljrc  themselves  with  {jfood  vvheateii 
loaves,  instead  of  such  poor,  un|)alutable  and 
inflammatory  diet."  Here  a<,';iin  1  brought 
myself  into  a  prcmuniro  with  llio  disputatious 
Caledonian.  He  said,  he  hoped  he  should 
never  see  the  common  people  liRed  out  of 
'that  sphere  for  wiiicii  tiiey  were  intended  by 
nature  and  the  course  of  tliinirs  ;  that  they 
might  Jiave  some  reason  to  complain  of  their 
bread,  if  it.  were  mixed,  like  that  of  Norway, 
with  Svaw  dust  and  tish  bones  :  but  tiiat  oat- 
meal was,  he  ai)preliendcd,  as  nourishing 
and  salutary  as  wheat  Hour,  and  the  Scotch 
in  general  thougl^t  it  at  least  as  savoury. 
He  atfirmcd,  that  a  mouse,  which,  in  the 
article  of  self-preservation,  migiit  be  supposed 
to  act  from  infallible  instinct,  would  always 
prefer  oats  to  wheat,  as  appeared  from  ex- 
perience ;  for,  in  a  place  wliere  there  was  a 
parcel  of  each,  that  animal  had  never  begun 
to  feed  upon  the  latter  till  all  the  oats  were 
consumed.  For  their  nutritive  quality,  he 
appealed  to  the  hale,  robust  constitutions  of 
the  people,  who  lived  chiefly  upon  oatmeal : 
and,  instead  of  being  inflammatory,  he  as- 
serted, that  it  was  cooling,  subacid,  balsamic 
and  mucilaginous ;  insomuch,  that,  in  all 
inflammatory  distempers,  recourse  was  had 
to  water-gruel  and  llummery  made  of  oat- 
meal." 

"  At  least,"  said  I,  "  give  me  leave  to  wish 
them  such  a  degree  of  commerce  as  may 
enable  them  to  follow  their  own  inclinations." 
"  Heaven  forbid !"  cried  this  philosopher. 
'*  Woe  be  to  that  nation  where  the  multitude 
is  at  liberty  to  follow  their  own  inclinations  ! 
Commerce  is  undoubtedly  a  blessing,  while 
restrained  within  its  proper  channels  ;  but  a 
glut  of  wealth  brings  along  with  it  a  glut  of 
evils :  it  brings  false  taste,  false  appetite, 
false  wants,  profusion,  venality,  contempt 
of  order,  engendering  a  spirit  of  licentious- 
ness, insolence  ar;d  faction,  that  keeps  the 
community  in  continual  ferment,  and  in  time 
destroys  all  the  distinctions  of  civil  society  , 
so  that  universal  anarchy  and  uproar  must 
ensue.  Will  any  sensible  man  affirm,  that 
the  national  advantages  of  opulence  are  to 
be  sought  on  these  terms  !  TnT),  sure  ; — but 
I  am  one  of  those  who  think,  that,  by  proper 
regulations,  commerce  may  produce  every 
national  benefit,  without  the  allay  of  such 
concomitant  evils." 

So  much  for  the  dogmata  of  my  friend 
Lismahago,  whom  I  describe  the  more  cir- 
cumstantially, as  I  firmly  believe  ho  will  set 
up  his  rest  in  Monmouthshire.  Yesterday, 
while  I  was  alone  with  him,  he  asked,  in 
some  confusion,  if  I  should  have  any  objec- 
tion to  tlie  success  of  a  gentleman  and  a 
Boldicr,  provided  he  should  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  engage  my  sister's  afTection.  I  an- 
swered, without  hesitation,  that  my  sister 
vas  old  enoiigii  to  judge  for  herself;  and  that 
f  should  be  very  far  from  disapproving  any 


resolution  she  might  take  in  his  favour.  Hii; 
eyes  sparkled  at  this  declaration.  He  de- 
clared, he  should  think  himself  the  happiest 
man  on  earth  to  be  connected  with  my  family  ^. 
and  that  he  should  never  be  weary  of  giving 
me  proofs  of  his  gratitude  and  attachment. 
I  suppose  Tabby  and  he  arc  already  agreed  ; 
in  which  case  we  shall  iiavc  a  wedding  a) 
Brambleton-hall,  and  you  shall  give  away 
the  bride.  It  is  the  least  thing  you  can  do, 
by  way  of  atonement  for  your  former  cruelty 
to  that  poor  love-sick  maiden,  who  has  been 
so  long  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  yours. 

MATT.  BRAIMBLE. 

Sept.  20. 

We  have  L-con  at  Buxton  ;  but,  as  1  did 
not  much  relish  the  company  or  the  accom- 
modations, and  had  no  occasion  for  the 
water,  we  staid  but  two  nights  in  the  place. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  at  Oson. 

Dear  Wat, — Adventures  begin  to  thick- 
en as  we  advance  to  the  southward.  Lisma- 
hago has  now  professed  himself  the  admirer 
of  our  aunt,  and  carries  on  his  addresses  un- 
der the  sanction  of  her  brother's  approbation  ; 
so  that  we  shall  certainly  have  a  wedding  by 
Christmas.  I  should  be  glad  you  was  present 
at  the  nuptials,  to  help  me  to  throw  the  stock- 
ing, and  perform  other  ceremonies  peculiar 
to  the  occasion.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  some  diversion  ;  and,  truly,  it 
would  be  worth  your  while  to  come  across 
the  country  on  purpose  to  see  two  such  ori- 
ginal figures  in  bed  together,  with  their  laced 
night-caps ;  ho  the  emblem  of  good  cheer, 
and  she  the  picture  of  good-nature.  All  this 
agreeable  prospect  was  clouded,  and  had 
well  nigh  vanished  entirely,  in  consequence 
of  a  late  misunderstanding  between  the  fu- 
ture brothers-in-law,  which,  however,  is 
now  happily  removed. 

A  few  days  ago,  my  uncle  and  I,  going  to 
visit  a  relation,  met  with  Lord  Oxmington  at 
his  house,  who  asked  us-  to  dine  witii  him 
next  day,  and  we  accepted  the  invitation. 
Accordingly,  leaving  our  women  under  the 
care  of  Captain  Lismahago,  at  tlie  inn  where 
we  had  lodged  the  preceding  night,  in  a  little 
town,  about  a  mile  from  his  lordship's  dwell- 
ing, we  went  at  the  hour  appointed,  and  had 
a  fashionable  meal,  served  up  with  much  os- 
tentation, to  a  company  of  about  a  dozen 
persons,  none  of  whom  we  had  ever  seen 
before.  Plis  lordship  is  much  more  remark- 
able for  his  pride  and  caprice,  than  for  his 
hospitality  and  understanding  ;  and,  indeed, 
it  appeared  that  he  considered  his  guests 
merely  as  objects  to  shine  upon,  so  as  to  re- 
flect the  lustre  of  his  own  magnificence. 
There  was  much  state,  but  no  courtesy  ;  and 
a  great  deal  of  compliment,  without  any  con- 
versation. Before  the  dessert  was  removed, 
our  noble  entertainer  proposed  three  genera/ 
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toasts  ;  then  calling  for  a  glass  of  wine,  and 
bowing  all  round,  wished  us  a  good  atler- 
noon. 

This  was  the  signal  for  the  company 
to  break  up,  and  they  obeyed  it  immediately, 
all  except  our  squire,  who  was  greatly  shock- 
ed at  the  manner  of  this  dismission.  He 
changed  countenance,  bit  his  lip  in  silence, 
but  still  kept  his  seat,  so  that  his  lordship 
found  himself  obliged  to  give  us  another 
hint,  by  saying  he  should  be  glad  to  see  us 
another  time.  "  There  is  no  time  like  the 
present  time,"  cried  Mr  Bramble ;  "  your 
lordship  has  not  yet  drank  a  bumper  to  the 
best  in.  Christendom.'"  "  I'll  drink  no  more 
bumpers  to-day,"  answered  our  landlord ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  have  drank  too 
many.  Order  the  gentleman's  carriage  to 
the  gate."  So  saying,  he  rose  and  retired 
abruptly  ;  our  squire  starting  up  at  the  same 
time,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  sword,  and 
eyeing  him  with  a  most  ferocious  aspuct. 

The  master  having  vanished  in  this  man- 
ner, our  uncle  bade  one  of  the  servants 
see  what  was  to  pay  ;  and  the  fellow  an- 
swering,— "  This  is  no  inn  ;"  "  I  cry  you 
mercy,"  said  the  other,  "  I  perceive  it  is  not ; 
if  it  were,  the  landlord  would  be  more  civil. 
There's  a  guinea,  however  ;  take  it,  and  tell 
your  lord,  that  I  shall  not  leave  the  country 
till  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  thank  him 
m  person  for  his  politeness  and  hospitality." 

We  then  walked  down  stairs  through  a 
double  range  of  lacqueys,  and,  getting  into 
the  chaise,  proceeded  homewards.  Perceiv- 
ing the  squire  much  ruffled,  I  ventured  to 
disapprove  of  his  resentment,  observing, 
that  as  Lord  Oxmington  was  well  known  to 
have  his  brain  very  ill-timbered,  a  sensible 
man  should  rather  laugh  than  be  angry  at 
his  ridiculous  want  of  breeding.  Mr  Bram- 
ble took  umbrage  at  my  presuming  to  be 
wiser  than  lie  upon  this  occasion  ;  and  told 
me,  that,  as  he  had  ahvays  thought  for  him- 
self in  every  occurrence  in  life,  he  would 
still  use  the  same  privilege,  with  my  good 
leave. 

When  we  returned  to  our  inn,  he  closeted 
Lismahago  ;  ^d  having  explained  his  griev- 
ance, desired  that  gentleman  to  go  and  de- 
mand satisfaction  of  Lord  Oxmington  in  his 
name.  The  lieutenant  charged  himself  with 
Jiis  commission,  and  irnmediately  set  out 
a-horseback  for  his  lordship's  house,  attend- 
ed, at  liis  own  request,  by  my  man  Archy 
MacalpinC;  who  liad  been  used  to  military 
service  :  and  truly,  if  Macalpine  had  been 
mounted  upon  an  ass,  this  couple  might  have 
passed  for  the  knight  of  La  Mancha  and  his 
squire  Panza.  It  was  not  till  after  some  de- 
mur, that  Lismahago  obtained  a  private  au- 
dience, at  which  he  formally  defied  his  lord- 
uhip  to  single  combat,  in  the  name  of  Mr 
Bramble,  and  desired  him  to  appoint  the 
time  and  place.  Lord  Oxmington  was  so 
confounded  at  this  unexpected  message,  that 


he  could  not,  for  some  time,  make  any  articu 
late  reply  ;  but  stood  staring  at  the  lieuten 
ant  with  manifest  marks  of  perturbation. 
At  length,  ringing  a  bell  with  great  vehe- 
mence, he  exclaimed, — "  What!  acommonei 
send  a  challenge  to  a  peer  of  the  realm  !— « 
Privilege  !  privilege  !  Here's  a  person  brings 
me  a  challeni^e  from  the  Welshman  that 
dined  at  .ny  table.  An  impudent  fellow  ! — 
My  wine  is  not  yet  out  of  his  head." 

The  whole  house  was  immediately  in 
commotion.  Macalpine  made  a  soldierlv 
retreat  with  the  two  horses  ;  but  the  captain 
was  suddenly  surrounded  and  disarmed  by 
the  footmen,  whom  a  French  valet-de-cham- 
bre  headed  in  this  exploit ;  his  sword  waa 
passed  through  a  close-stool,  and  his  person 
through  the  horse-pond.  In  this  plight  he 
returned  to  the  inn,  half-mad  with  his  dis- 
grace. So  violent  was  the  rage  of  his  in- 
dignation,  that  he  mistook  its  object.  He 
wanted  to  quarrel  with  Mr  Bramble ;  he 
said,  he  had  been  dishonoured  on  his  ac- 
count, and  he  looked  for  reparation  at  his 
hands.  My  uncle's  back  was  up  in  a  mo- 
ment;  and  he  desired  him  to  explain  liis 
pretensions.  *'  Either  compel  Lord  Ox- 
mington to  give  me  satisfaction,"  cried  he 
"  or  give  it  me  in  your  person."  "  The  lat- 
ter  part  of  the  alternative  is  the  most  easy 
and  expeditious,"  replied  the  squire,  starting 
up  ;  "if  you  are  disposed  for  a  walk,  I'll  at- 
tend you  this  moment." 

Here  they  were  interrupted  by  I\Irs  Tab- 
by, who  had  overheard  all  that  passed.  She 
now  burst  into  the  room,  and  running  be- 
twixt them  in  great  agitation, — "  Is  this  your 
regard  for  me  (said  she  to  the  lieutenant), 
to  seek  the  life  of  my  brother!"  Lismaha- 
go, who  seemed  to  grow  as  cool  as  my  uncle 
grew  hot,  assured  her  he  had  a  very  great 
respect  for  Mr  Bramble,  but  he  had  still  more 
for  his  own  honour,  which  had  suffered  pol- 
lution ;  but  if  that  could  be  once  purified,  he 
should  have  no  further  cause  of  dissatisfac- 
tion. The  squire  said,  he  should  have  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  him  to  vindicate  the  lieu- 
tenant's honour  ;  but  as  he  had  now  carved 
for  himself,  he  might  swallow  and  digest  it 
as  well  as  he  could.  In  a  word,  what  be- 
twixt the  mediation  of  Mrs  Tabitha,  the  re- 
collection of  the  captain,  who  perceived  he 
had  gone  too  far,  and  the  remonstrances  of 
vour  humble  servant,  who  joined  them  at 
this  juncture,  those  two  originals  were  per- 
fectly reconciled ;  and  then  we  proceeded  to 
deliberate  upon  the  means  of  taking  ven- 
geance for  the  insults  they  had  received  from 
the  petulant  peer;  for  until  that  aim  should 
be  accomplished,  Mr  Bramble  swore,  with 
great  emphasis,  that  he  would  not  leave  tha 
inn  where  we  now  lodged,  even  if  he  should 
pass  his  Christmas  on  the  spot. 

In  consequence  of  our  deliberations,  we 
next  day,  in  the  forenoon,  proceeded  in  ; 
body  to  his  lordship's  house,  all  of  us,  with 
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:^r  servants,  includiiijftlie  coachman,  mount- 
ed a  horseback,  with  our  pistols  loaded  and 
ready  primed.  Tims  prepared  for  action, 
we  paraded  solomniy  and  slowly  before  his 
lordsliip's  pate,  which  we  pas'sed  three  times, 
in  siicli  a  manner  that  he  coidd  not  but  see 
us,  and  suspect  the  cause  of  our  appearance. 
Atler  dinner  we  returned,  and  pert'ormed  the 
same  cavalcade,  which  was  ajjain  repeated 
the  niornin<j  followint,';  but  we  liad  no  occa- 
sion to  persist  in  tlicso  niana>uvres.  About 
noon  we  were  visited  by  the  gentleman  at 
whose  house  we  had  first  seen  Lord  Oxming- 
ton.  He  now  came  to  make  apologies  in 
tiie  name  of  liis  lordship,  wlio  declared  he 
had  no  intention  to  give  oHeiiceto  my  uncle, 
in  practising  what  had  been  always  the  cus- 
tom of  his  jiouse  ;  and  that  as  for  the  indig- 
nities which  had  been  put  upon  the  ollicer, 
they  were  ofTered  witiiout  his  lordship's 
knowledge,  at  the  instigation  of  his  valet-de- 
chambre.  "If  that  bo  the  case,"  said  my 
uncle,  in  a  peremptory  tone,  "  I  shall  be 
contented  with  Lord  d.\mington's  personal 
•rxcnses  ;  and  I  hope  my  friend  will  be  satis- 
fied with  his  lordship's  turning  that  insolent 
rascal  out  of  his  service."  "  Sir,"  cried 
Lismahago,  "  I  must  insist  upon  taking  per- 
sonal vengeance  for  the  personal  injuries  I 
have  sustained." 

Atler  some  debate,  the  afHiir  was  adjusted 
in  this  manner.  His  lordship,  meeting  us 
at  our  friend's  house,  declared  he  was  sorry 
for  what  had  happened  ;  and  that  ho  had  no 
intention  to  give  umbrage.  The  valet-de- 
chambre  asked  pardon  of  the  lieutenant  upon 
liis  knees,  when  Lismahago,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all  present,  gave  him  a  violent  kick 
on  the  face,  which  laid  him  on  his  back,  ex- 
claiming, in  a  furious  tone, "  Oui,  je  te 

pardonne,  gens,  foutre." 

Such  was  the  fortunate  issue  of  this  peril- 
ous adventure,  which  threatened  abundance 
of  vexation  to  our  family  ;  for  the  squire  is 
one  of  those  who  will  sacrifice  botli  life  and 
fortune,  rather  than  leave  what  he  conceives 
to  be  the  least  speck  or  blemish  upon  his 
honour  and  reputation.  His  lordship  had  no 
eooner  pronounced  his  apology,  with  a  very 
bad  grace,  than  he  went  away  in  some  dis- 
order, and,  I  dare  say,  he  will  never  invite 
another  Welshman  to  his  taole. 

We  forthwith  quitted  the  field  of  this 
aciiievement,  in  order  to  prosecute  our  jour- 
ney ;  but  we  follow  no  determinate  course. 
We  make  small  deviations,  to  see  the  re- 
markable towns,  villas,  and  curiosities  on 
each  side  of  our  route  ;  so  that  we  advance 
oy  slow  steps  towards  the  borders  of  Mon- 
.Tiouthshire :  but,  in  the  midst  of  these  ir- 
regular motions,  there  is  no  aberration  nor 
eccentricity  in  that  afiection  with  which  I 
im,  dear  Wat,  yours  always, 

J.  MEITORD 

Sept.  2S 

&2* 


To  Dk  Lr.wis. 

Dear  Dick, — .At  what  time  ot  life  may  a 
man  think  himself  exempted  from  the  no. 
cessify  of  sacrificing  his  repose  to  the  punc- 
tilios of  a  contemptible  world]  I  have  been 
engaged  in  a  ridiculous  adventure,  which  I 
shall  recount  at  meeting;  and  this,  I  hop«, 
will  not  bo  much  longer  delayed,  as  we  have 
now  performed  almost  all  our  visite,  and  seen 
every  thing  (hat  I  think  has  any  right  to 
retard  us  in  our  journey  homewards.  A  few 
days  ago,  understanding,  by  accident,  that 
my  old  friend  Bayiiard  was  in  the  country,  I 
would  not  pass  so  near  his  habitation,  without 
paying  him  a  visit,  though  our  correspondence 
Iiad  been  interrupted  ibr  a  long  course  of 
years. 

I  felt  myself  very  sensibly  affected  by  the 
ideas  of  our  past  intimacy,  as  we  approached 
the  place  where  we  had  spent  so  many  happy 
days  together:  but  when  we  arrived  at  the 
house,  I  could  not  recognize  any  one  of 
those  objects  which  had  been  so  deeply  im- 
pressed upon  my  remembrance.  The  tall 
oaks  that  shaded  the  avenue  had  been  cut 
down,  and  the  iron  gates  at  the  end  of  it 
removed,  together  with  the  high  wall  that 
surrounded  the  court-yard.  The  house  it- 
self,  which  was  formerly  a  convent  of  Cister- 
cian monks,  had  a  venerable  appearance; 
and  along  the  front  that  looked  into  the 
garden,  was  a  stone  gallery,  which  afforded 
me  many  an  agreeable  walk,  when  I  was 
disposed  to  be  contemplative.  Now  the 
old  front  is  covered  with  a  screen  of  modern 
architecture;  so  that  all  without  is  Grecian, 
and  all  within  Gothic.  As  for  the  garden, 
which  was  well  stocked  with  the  best  fruit 
which  England  could  produce,  there  is  not 
now  the  least  vestige  remaining  of  trees, 
walls,  or  hedges.  Nothing  appears  but  a 
naked  circus  of  loose  sand,  with  a  dry  basin 
and  a  leaden  Triton  in  the  middle. 

You  must  know,  that  Baynard,  at  his 
father's  death,  had  a  clear  estate  of  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  a-year,  and  was  in  other 
respects  extremely  well  qualified  to  make  a 
respectable  figure  in  tiie  commonwealth ;  but, 
what  with  some  excesses  of  youth,  and  the 
expense  of  a  contested  election,  he,  in  a  few 
years,  found  himself  encumbered  with  a  debt 
of  ten  thousand  pounds,  which  he  resolved 
to  discharge  by  means  of  a  prudent  marriage. 
He  accordingly  married  a  Miss  Thomson, 
whose  fortune  amounted  to  double  the  sum 
that  he  owed.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a 
citizen  who  had  failed  in  trade  ;  but  her 
fortune  came  by  an  uncle,  who  died  in  the 
East  Indies.  Her  own  parents  bein;;  dead, 
she  lived  with  a  maiden  aunt,  who  had  super- 
intended her  education,  and,  in  all  appear- 
ance, was  well  enough  qualified  for  the  usual 
proposes  of  the  married  state.     Her  virtues. 
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however,  stood  rather  upon  a  negative  than 
a.  positive  foundation.  She  was  neither 
proud,  insolent,  nor  capricious,  nor  given  tr. 
scandal,  nor  addicted  to  gaming,  nor  inchned 
to  gallantry.  She  could  read,  and  write,  and 
dance,  and  sing,  and  play  upon  the  harpsi- 
chord, and  smatter  French,  and  take  a  hand 
at  whist  and  ombre  ;  but  even  these  accom- 
plishments she  possessed  by  halves.  She 
excelled  in  nothing.  Her  conversation  was 
flat,  her  style  mean,  and  her  expression  em- 
barrassed— in  a  word,  her  character  was  to- 
tally insipid.  Her  person  was  not  disagree- 
nble;  but  there  was  nothing  graceful  in  her 
address,  nor  engaging  in  her  manners  ;  and 
stie  was  so  ill  qualified  to  do  tlie  honours  of 
the  house,  that,  when  she  sat  at  the  head  of 
the  table,  one  was  always  looking  for  the 
mistress  of  the  family  in  some  other  place. 

Baynard  had  flattered  himself  that  it  would 
be  no  difficult  matter  to  mould  such  a  subject 
after  his  own  fashion,  and  tliat  she  would 
clieerfully  enter  into  his  views,  which  were 
v/holly  turned  to  domestic  happiness.  He 
proposed  to  reside  always  in  the  country,  of 
which  he  was  fond  to  a  degree  of  enthusiasm  ; 
to  cultivate  his  estate,  which  was  very  im- 
provable ;  to  enjoy  the  exercise  of  rural 
diversions ;  to  maintain  an  intimacy  of  cor- 
respondence with  some  friends  that  were 
settled  in  his  neighbourhood ;  to  keep  a  com- 
fortable house,  without  suffering  his  expenses 
to  exceed  the  limits  of  his  income ;  and  to 
find  pleasure  and  employment  for  his  wife  in 
the  management  and  avocations  of  her  own 
family.  This,  however,  was  a  visionary 
scheme,  which  he  never  was  able  to  realize. 
His  wife  was  as  ignorant  as  a  new-born  babe 
of  every  thing  that  related  to  the  conduct  of 
a  family;  and  she  had  no  idea  of  a  country 
life.  Her  understanding  did  not  reach  so 
far  as  to  comprehend  the  first  principles  of 
discretion ;  and,  indeed,  if  her  capacity  had 
been  better  than  it  was,  her  natural  indolence 
would  not  have  permitted  her  to  abandon  a 
certain  routine  to  which  she  had  been  habit- 
uated. She  had  not  taste  enough  to  relish 
any  rational  enjoyment;  but  her  ruling  pass- 
ion was  vanity,  not  that  species  which  arises 
from  self-conceit  of  superior  accomplish- 
ments, but  that  which  is  of  a  bastard  and 
idiot  nature,  excited  by  show  and  ostentation, 
which  implies  not  even  th?  least  conscious- 
ness of  any  personal  merit. 

The  nuptial  peal  of  noise  and  nonsense 
oeing  rung  out  in  all  the  usual  changes,  Mr 
Baynard  tliought  it  high  time  to  make  her 
acquainted  with  tiie  particulars  of  the  plan 
which  he  had  projected.  He  told  her  that 
fiis  fortune,  though  sufficient  to  afford  all  the 
comforts  of  life,  was  not  ample  enough  to 
command  all  the  superfluities  of  pomp  and 
pageantry,  which,  indeed,  were  equally  ab- 
surd and  intolerable.  He  therefore  hoped 
she  would  have  no  objection  to  their  leaving 


London  in  the  spring,  when  he  would  takt 
the  opportunity  to  dismiss  some  unnecessary 
domestics,  whom  he  had  hired  for  the  occa- 
sion of  their  marriage.  She  heard  him  in 
silence,  and,  after  some  pause, — "  So,"  said 
she,  "I  am  to  be  buried  in  the  country!" 
He  was  so  confounded  at  this  reply,  that  he 
could  not  speak  for  some  minutes  :  at  length 
he  told  her  he  was  much  mortified  to  find 
he  had  proposed  any  thing  that  was  disa- 
greeable  to  her  ideas.  "  I  am  sure,"  added 
he,  "  I  meant  nothing  more  than  to  lay 
down  a  comfortable  plan  of  living  v/ithin  the 
bounds  of  our  fortune,  which  is  but  moderate." 
"  Sir,"  added  she,  "  you  are  the  best  judge 
of  your  own  affairs.  My  fortune,  I  know, 
does  not  exceed  twenty  thousand  pounds. 
Yet,  even  with  that  pittance,  I  might  have 
had  a  husband  who  would  not  have  begrudged 
me  a  house  in  London."  •'  Good  God  !  my 
dear,"  cried  poor  Baynard,  in  the  utmost 
agitation,  "you  don't  think  me  so  sordid — 
1  only  hinted  what  I  thought — but  I  don't 
pretend  to  impose — "  "  Yes,  sir,"  resumed 
the  lady ;  "  it  is  your  prerogative  to  com- 
mand, and  my  duty  to  obey." 

So  saying,  she  burst  into  tears,  and  retired 
to  her  chamber,  where  she  was  joined  by  her 
aunt.  He  endeavoured  to  recollect  himself, 
and  act  with  vigour  of  mind  on  this  occasion ; 
but  was  betrayed  by  the  tenderness  of  his 
nature,  wliich  was  the  greatest  defect  of  his 
constitution.  He  found  the  aunt  in  tears, 
and  the  niece  in  a  fit,  which  held  her  the 
best  part  of  eight  hours  ;  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  she  began  to  talk  incoherently 
about  death  and  her  dear  husband,  who  had 
sat  by  her  all  this  time,  and  now  pressed  her 
hand  to  his  lips,  in  a  transport  of  grief  and 
penitence  for  the  oflfence  he  had  given.  From 
thenceforward  he  carefully  avoided  mention- 
ing the  country ;  and  they  continued  to  be 
sucked  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  vortex  of 
extravagance  and  dissipation,  leading  what 
is  called  a  fashionable  life  in  town.  About 
the  latter  end  of  .Tuly,  however,  Mrs  Bay- 
nard, in  order  to  exhibit  a  proof  of  conjugal 
obedience,  desired,  of  her  own  accord,  that 
thcv  might  pay  a  visit  to  his  country-house, 
as  there  was  no  company  left  in  London. 
He  would  have  excused  himself  from  this 
excursion,  which  was  no  part  of  the  econo- 
mical plan  he  liad  proposed  ;  but  she  insisted 
upon  making  this  sacrifice  to  his  taste  and 
prejudices,  and  away  they  went,  with  such 
an  etiuipagc  as  astonished  the  whole  country. 
All  that  remained  of  the  season  was  engross- 
ed by  receiving  and  returning  visits  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  and  in  this  intercourse,  it 
was  discovered  that  Sir  Jolm  Chickwell  had 
a  house  steward,  and  one  footman  in  livery 
more  than  the  compliment  of  Mr  Baynard's 
household.  This  remark  was  made  by  the 
aunt  at  table,  and  assented  to  by  the  husbandj 
who  observed  that  Sir  John  Chickwell  mighl 
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pery  well  allbrd  to  keep  more  servants  than 
were  found  in  the  family  of  a  man  who  had 
not  half  his  fortune.  Mrs  Daynard  ate  no 
fcupper  that  evening;  but  was  seized  with  a 
violent  lit,  which  completed  her  triumph  over 
the  spirit  of  her  consort.  The  two  super- 
numerary servants  were  added.  The  family 
plate  was  sold  for  old  silver,  and  a  new  service 
procured  ;  fashionable  furniture  was  provided, 
and  the  whole  house  turn::d  topsy-turvy. 

At  their  return  to  London,  in  tlie  begin- 
ning of  winter,  he,  with  a  heavy  heart,  com- 
municated these  particulars  to  me  in  con- 
Hdence.  Before  his  marriage  he  had  intro- 
duced me  to  the  lady  as  his  particular  friend  ; 
and  I  now  ofl'ered,  in  that  character,  to  lay 
before  her  the  necessity  of  reforming  her 
economy,  if  she  had  any  regard  to  the  inter- 
est of  her  own  family,  or  complaisance  for 
the  inclinations  of  her  imsband.  But  Bay- 
nard  declined  my  otfer,  on  the  supposition 
that  his  wife's  nerves  were  too  delicate  to 
bear  e.xpostulation  ;  and  that  it  would  only 
serve  to  overwhelm  her  with  such  distress 
as  would  make  himself  miserable. 

Baynard  is  a  man  of  sjiirit,  and  had  she 
proved  a  termagant,  he  would  have  known 
how  to  deal  with  her ;  but,  either  by  accident 
or  instinct,  she  fastened  upon  the  weak  side 
of  his  soul,  and  held  it  so  fast,  that  he  has 
been  in  subjection  ever  since.  I  afterwards 
advised  him  to  carry  her  abroad  to  France  and 
Italy,  where  he  might  gratify  her  vanity  for 
half  the  expense  it  cost  him  in  England  ;  and 
this  advice  he  followed  accordingly.  She  was 
agreeably  flattered  with  the  idea  of  seeing 
and  knowing  foreign  parts  and  foreign  fash- 
ions, of  being  presented  to  sovereignB,  and 
living  familiarly  with  princes.  She  forth- 
with seized  the  hint,  which  I  had  thrown  out 
on  purpose,  and  even  pressed  Mr  Baynard 
to  hasten  his  departure  ;  so  that,  in  a  few 
weeks,  they  crossed  the  sea  to  France,  with 
a  moderate  train,  still  including  the  aunt, 
who  was  her  hosom  counsellor,  and  abetted 
her  in  all  her  opposition  to  her  husband's 
will.  Since  that  period  I  have  had  little  or 
no  opportunity  to  renew  our  former  corres- 
pondence. All  that  I  knew  of  his  transac- 
tions amounted  to  no  more  than  that,  after 
an  absence  of  two  years,  they  returned  so 
little  improved  in  economy,  that  they  launch- 
ed out  into  new  oceans  of  extravagance, 
which  at  length  obliged  him  to  mortgage  his 
estate.  By  this  time  she  had  bore  him  three 
children,  of  which  the  last  only  survives,  a 
puny  boy  of  t/elve  or  thirteen,  who  will  be 
.'uined  in  his  education  by  the  indulgence  of 
liis  mother. 

As  for  Baynard,  neither  his  own  good 
eensc,  nor  the  dread  of  indigence,  nor  the 
consideration  of  his  children,  has  been  of 
force  sufficient  to  stimulate  him  into  the  re- 
solution of  breaking  at  once  the  shameful 
spell  by  which  he  seems  enchanted.  With 
a  'aste  capable  of  the  most  refined  enjoy- 


ment, a  heart  glowing  with  all  the  warmth 
of  friendship  and  humanity,  and  a  disposition 
strongly  turned  to  tiie  mere  mtional  pleasures 
of  a  retired  and  country  lite,  he  is  hurried 
about  in  a  perpetual  lunuilt,  amidst  a  mob 
of  beings  pleased  with  raltKs,  baubles  and 
gewgaws,  so  void  of  sense  and  distinction, 
that  even  the  most  acute  philosophy  would 
find  it  a  very  hard  task  to  discover  for  what 
wise  purposes  of  Providence  tiiey  were  cre- 
ated. Friendship  is  not  to  be  found,  nor 
can  the  amusements  for  whicli  he  sighs  be 
enjoyed,  within  the  rotation  of  absurdity  to 
vvhicii  lie  ia  doomed  for  life.  He  has  long 
resigned  all  views  of  improving  his  fortune 
by  management  and  attention  to  the  exercise 
of  husband.'-y,  in  which  he  delighted  ;  and,  as 
to  domestic  happineso,  not  liie  least  glimpse 
of  hope  remains  to  amuse  his  imagination. 
Thus  blasted  in  all  his  prospects,  he  could 
not  fail  to  be  overwhelmed  with  melancholy 
and  chagrin,  which  have  preyed  upon  his 
health  and  spirits  in  such  a  manner  that  he 
is  now  threatened  with  a  consumption. 

I  have  given  you  a  sketch  of  the  man 
whom  the  other  day  I  went  to  visit.  At  the 
gate  we  found  a  great  number  of  powdered 
lacqueys,  but  no  civility.  After  we  had  sat 
a  considerable  time  in  the  coach,  we  were 
told  that  Mr  Baynard  had  rode  out,  and  that 
his  lady  was  dressing;  but  we  were  intro- 
duced to  a  parlour,  so  very  line  and  delicate 
that,  in  all  appearance,  it  was  designed  to  be 
seen  only,  not  inhabited.  The  chairs  aJid 
couches  were  carved,  gilt,  and  covered  with 
rich  damask,  so  smooth  and  sleek,  that  they 
looked  as  if  they  had  never  been  sat  upon. 
There  was  no  carpet  ou  the  floor ;  but  the 
boards  were  rubbed  and  waxed  in  such  a 
manner,  that  we  could  not  walk,  but  were 
obliged  to  slide  along  them  ;  and,  as  for  the 
stove,  it  was  too  bright  and  polished  to  be 
polluted  with  sea-coal,  or  stained  by  the 
smoke  of  any  gross  material  fire.  When 
v,'e  Jiad  remained  above  half  an  hour,  sacri 
ficing  to  the  inhospitable  powers  in  this  tern 
pie  of  cold  reception,  my  friend  Baynard 
arrived,  and,  understanding  we  were  in  tiie 
house,  made  his  appearance,  so  meagre,  yel 
low  and  dejected,  that  I  really  should  not 
have  known  him,  had  I  met  with  him  in  any 
other  place,  llunning  up  to  me  with  great 
eagerness,  he  strained  me  in  his  embrace, 
and  his  heart  was  so  full,  that  for  some  min- 
utes he  could  not  speak.  Having  saluted  U8 
all  round,  he  perceived  our  uncomfortable 
situation,  and,  conducting  us  into  another 
apartment,  which  had  fire  in  the  chimney, 
called  for  chocolate;  then  withdrawing,  he 
returned  with  a  compliment  from  his  wife, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  presented  his  son 
Harry,  a  shambling  blear-eyed  boy,  in  the 
habit  of  a  hussar,  very  rude,  forward  and 
impertinent.  His  father  would  have  sent 
him  to  a  boarding-school,  but  his  mamma 
and  aunt  would  not  hear  of  his  iving  out  of 
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Lhe  house  ;  so  that  there  was  a  clergyman 
sngag-ed  as  his  tutor  in  the  family. 

As  it  was  but  just  turned  of  twelve,  and 
the  wliole  house  w'as  in  commotion  to  pre- 
[i&ra  a  formal  entertainment,  I  foresaw  it 
would  be  late  before  we  dined,  and  proposed 
a  walk  to  Mr  Baynard,  tliat  we  might  con- 
verse together  freely.  In  the  course  of  this 
perambulation,  when  I  expressed  some  sur- 
prise that  he  had  returned  so  soon  from  Italy, 
he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  his  going 
abroad  had  not  at  all  answered  the  purpose 
for  wiiich  he  left  England  ;  that  although  the 
expense  of  living  was  not  so  great  in  Italy 
as  at  home,  respect  being  had  to  the  same 
rank  of  life  in  both  countries,  it  had  been 
found  necessary  for  him  to  lift  himself  above 
his  usual  style,  that  lie  might  be  on  some 
footing  with  the  counts,  marquisses  and  cava- 
Hers  with  whom  he  kept  company.  He  was 
obliged  to  hire  a  great  number  of  servants, 
to  take  off  a  great  variety  of  rich  clotlies, 
and  to  keep  a  sinnptuous  table  for  the  fash- 
ionable sorocconi  of  tlie  country,  who,  with- 
out a  consideration  of  this  kind,  would  not 
have  paid  any  attention  to  an  untitled  for- 
eigner, let  his  family  or  fortune  be  ever  so 
respectable.  Besides,  Mrs  Baynard  was  con- 
tinually surrounded  by  a  train  of  expensive 
loungers,  under  the  denominations  of  lan- 
guage-masters, musicians,  painters  and  cice- 
roni ;  and  had  actually  fallen  into  the  disease 
of  buying  pictures  and  antiques  upon  her  own 
judgment,  which  was  far  from  being  infalli- 
ble. At  length  she  met  with  an  affront, 
which  gave  her  a  disgust  to  Italy,  and  drove 
her  back  to  England  with  some  precipitation. 
By   means   of  frequenting   the   duchess    of 

B 's  conversazione,  while  her  grace  was 

at  Rome,  Mrs  Baynard  became  acquainted 
with  all  the  fashionable  people  of  that  city, 
and  was  admitted  to  their  assemblies  without 
scruple.  Thus  favoured,  she  conceived  too 
great  an  idea  of  her  cwn  importance,  and 
when  the  duchess  left  Rome,  resolved  to  have 
a  conversazione  that  should  leave  the  Romans 
no  room  to  regret  her  grace's  departure.  She 
provided  hands  for  a  musical  entertainment, 
and  sent  bighetti  of  invitation  to  every  per- 
son of  distinction  ;  but  not  one  Roman  of 
the  female  sex  appeared  at  her  assembly. 
She  was  that  night  seized  with  a  violent  fit, 
and  kept  her  bed  three  days,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  she  declared  that  the  air  of  Italy 
would  be  the  ruin  of  her  constitution.  In 
order  to  prevent  tliis  catastrophe,  she  was 
speedily  removed  to  Geneva,  from  whence 
they  returned  to  England  by  the  way  of  Ly- 
ons and  Paris.  By  the  time  they  arrived  at 
Calais,  she  had  purchased  such  a  quantity 
of  silks,  stuffs  and  laces,  that  it  was  necess- 
ary to  iiire  a  vessel  to  smuggle  them  over, 
and  this  vessel  was  taken  by  a  customhouse 
cutter;  so  that  1  hey  lost  the  whole  cargo, 
which  had  cost  .uom  above  eight  hundred 
|>ounds. 


It  now  appeared  that  lier  travels  ha  J  pro- 
duced no  effect  upon  her,  but  that  of  mak- 
ing her  more  expensive  and  fantastic  than 
ever.  She  affected  to  lead  the  fashion,  not 
only  in  point  of  female  dress,  but  in  every 
article  of  taste  and  ccnnoisseurship.  Sh« 
made  a  drawing  of  the  new  facade  to  the 
house  in  the  country  ;  she  pulled  up  the 
trees,  and  pulled  down  the  walls  of  the  gar- 
den, so  as  to  let  in  the  easterly  wind,  which 
Mr  Baynard's  ancestors  bad  been  at  great 
pains  to  exclude.  To  show  her  taste  in  lay- 
ing out  ground,  she  seized  into  her  own  hand 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  about  a  mile 
from  the  iiouse,  which  she  parcelled  out  into 
walks  and  shrubberies,  having  a  great  basin 
in  the  middle,  into  which  she  poured  a  whole 
stream  that  turned  two  mills,  and  afforded 
the  best  trout  in  the  country.  The  bottom 
of  the  basin,  however,  was  so  ill  secured, 
that  it  would  not  hold  the  water,  which 
strained  through  the  earth,  and  made  a  bog 
of  the  whole  plantation.  In  a  word,  the 
ground  which  formerly  paid  him  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  a-year,  now  costs  him  two 
hundred  pounds  a-year  to  keep  it  in  tolera- 
ble order,  over  and  above  the  first  e.xpense  of 
trees,  shrubs,  flowers,  turf,  and  gravel.  There 
was  not  an  inch  of  garden  ground  lefl  about 
the  house,  nor  a  tree  that  produced  fruit  of 
any  kind  ;  nor  did  he  raise  a  truss  of  hay  or 
a  bushel  of  oats  for  his  horses  ;  nor  had  he 
a  single  cow  to  afl'ord  milk  for  his  tea : 
far  less  did  he  ever  dream  of  feeding  his  own 
mutton,  pigs,  and  poultry.  Every  article  of 
housekeeping,  even  the  most  inconsiderable, 
was  brought  from  the  next  market-town,  at 
the  distance  of  five  miles  ;  and  hither  they 
sent  a  courier  every  morning  to  fetch  hot 
rolls  for  breakfast.  In  short,  Baynard  fairly 
owned  that  he  spent  double  his  income,  and 
that  in  a  few  years  he  should  be  obliged  to 
sell  his  estate  for  the  payment  of  his  cre- 
ditors, lie  said  his  wife  had  such  deli- 
cate  nerves,  and  such  imbecility  of  spirit, 
that  she  could  neither  bear  remonstrance, 
be  it  ever  so  gentle,  nor  practise  any 
scheme  of  retrenchment,  even  if  she  per- 
ceived the  necessity  of  such  a  measure. 
He  had,  therefore,  ceased  struggling  against 
the  stream,  and  endeavoured  to  reconcile 
himself  to  ruin,  by  reflecting,  that  his  cliild 
at  least  would  inherit  his  mother's  fortune, 
which  was  secured  to  him  by  the  contract 
of  marriage. 

The  detail  which  lie  gave  me  of  his  af- 
fairs filled  me  at  once  with  grief  and  indig- 
nation. I  inveighed  bitterly  against  the  in- 
discretion of  his  wife,  and  reproached  iiim 
with  his  unmanly  acquiescence  under  tlie 
absurd  tyranny  which  she  exerted.  1  exhort- 
ed him  to  recollect  his  resolution,  and  make 
one  eflectual  eflbrt  to  disengage  liimsrlf 
from  a  thraldom  equally  shameful  and  perni- 
cious.  I  offered  him  all  the  assistance  in 
my  power.     I  undertook  to  regulate  his  at- 
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(airs,  and  ovc-n  to  brinor  about  a  rptormation 
in  his  family,  if  he  would  only  uuthoriye  me 
to  execute  the  plan  I  pIiouUI  form  for  his  ad- 
vantag-p.  T  was  so  affected  by  the  siibjoct, 
that  I  couid  not  help  minjrlino:  tears  with 
my  remonstrances ;  and  Baynard  was  so 
penetrated  with  these  marks  of  my  aUcclion, 
that  lie  lost  all  power  of  utterance.  He 
:>ree?cd  me  to  his  breast  with  great  emotion, 
and  wept  in  silence.  At  Icnirth  lie  exclaim- 
ed,— "  Friendship  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
precious  balm  of  life  !  Your  words,  dear 
Bramble,  have  in  a  great  measure  recalled 
me  from  an  abyss  of  despondence,  in  which 
I  have  been  long  overwhelmed.  I  will,  upon 
honour,  make  you  acquainted  with  a  distinct 
state  of  my  atlairs,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  go,  will'  follow  the  course  you  prescribe. 
But  there  arc  certain  lengths  which  my  na- 
ture— ^the  truth  is,  there  are  tender  connec- 
tions, of  which  a  bachelor  has  no  idea. 
Shall  I  own  mv  weakness  1 — I  cannot  bear 
the  thoughts  of  making  that  woman  uneasy." 
"  And  vet,"  cried  I,  "  she  has  seen  you  un- 
happy for  a  series  of  years — unhappy  from 
her  misconduct,  without  ever  showing  the 
least  inclination  to  alleviate  your  distress." 
••  Nevertheless,"  said  he,  "lam  persuaded 
she  loves  me  with  the  most  warm  affection  ; 
but  these  are  incongruities  in  the  composition 
of  the  human  mind  which  I  hold  to  be  inex- 
plicable." 

I  was  shocked  at  his  infatuation,  and 
changed  the  subject,  after  we  had  agreed  to 
maintain  a  close  correspondence  for  the  fu- 
'.uro.  He  then  gave  me  to  understand  that 
he  had  two  neiglibours,  who,  like  himself, 
were  driven  by  their  wives  at  full  speed  in 
Lhe  high  road  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  All 
the  three  husbands  were  of  dispositions  very 
different  Trom  each  other,  and,  according  to 
this  variation,  their  consorts  were  admirably 
suited  tc  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  all 
ihfce  in  subjection.  The  views  of  the  ladies 
were  exactly  the  same.  They  vied  in  gran- 
deur, that  is,  in  ostentation,  with  the  wife 
of  Sir  Charles  Chickwell,  who  had  four 
►.imes  their  fortune  ;  and  she,  again,  piqued 
herself  upon  making  an  equal  figure  with  a 
neighbouring  peeress,  whose  revenue  trebled 
her'^own.  Here  then  w%as  the  fable  of  the 
trngand  the  ox  realized  in  four  dilVerent  in- 
stances within  the  same  county — one  large 
fortune  and  three  moderate  estotes  in  a  fair 
<«.-ay  of  being  burst  by  the  inflation  of  female 
ranity  ;  andl  in  three  of  these  instances, 
'.lireo  different  f  )rms  of  female  tyranny  were 
exercised.  Mr  Baynard  was  subjugated  by 
practising  upon  the  tenderness  of  his  nature. 
Mr  Milksan,  being  of  a  timorous  disposition, 
truckled  to  the  insolence  of  a  termajrant. 
Mr  Sowerbv,  who  was  of  a  temper  neither 
fo  be  moved  by  fits,  nor  driven  by  menaces, 
had  fie  fortune  to  be  fitted  with  a  lielpmate 
who  assailed  him  with  the  weapons  of  irony 
and  satire  ;  sometimes  sneering  in  the  way 
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of  compliment;  sometimes  throwing  out 
sarcastic  comparisons,  implying  reproacheg 
upon  his  want  of  taste,  si)irit,  audgenero.sity  ; 
by  wiucli  means  she  stimulated  his  passions 
from  one  act  of  extravagance  to  another 
just  as  the  circumstances  of  her  vanity  re- 
quired. 

All  these  three  ladies  have  at  this  time  the 
same  number  of  horses,  carriages,  and  ser- 
vants in  and  out  of  livery  ;  the  same  variety 
of  dress;  the  same  quantity  of  plate  and 
china  ;  the  like  ornaments  in  furniture  ;  and 
in  their  entertainments  they  endeavour  to 
exceed  one  another  in  the  variety,  delicacy, 
and  expense  of  their  dishes.  I  believe  it 
will  be  found  upon  inquiry,  that  nineteen  out 
of  twenty,  who  arc  ruined  by  extravagance, 
fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  ridiculous  pride  and 
vanity  of  silly  women,  whose  parts  are  held 
in  contempt  by  the  very  men  whom  they 
pillage  and  ei^elave.  Thank  Heaven,  Dick, 
that  among  all  the  follies  and  weaknesses  of 
human  nature,  I  have  not  yet  fallen  into  that 
of  matrimony. 

Afler  Baynard  and  I  had  discussed  all 
these  matters  at  leisure,  we  returned  towards 
the  house,  and  met  Jerry  with  our  two  wo- 
men, who  had  come  forth  to  take  the  air,  as 
the  lady  of  the  mansion  had  not  yet  made  her 
appearance.  In  short,  Mrs  Baynard  did  not 
produce  herself  till  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  before  dinner  was  upon  the  table.  Then 
her  husband  brought  her  into  the  parlour,  ac- 
companied by  her  aunt  and  son,  and  she  re- 
ceived us  with  a  coldness  of  reserve  sufii- 
cient  to  freeze  the  very  soul  of  hospitality. 
Though  she  knew  I  had  been  the  intimate 
friencf  of  her  husband,  and  had  often  seen 
me  with  him  in  London,  she  showed  no 
marks  of  recognition  or  regard,  when  I  ad- 
dressed myself  to  her  in  the  most  friendly 
terms  of  salutation.  She  did  not  even  ex- 
press the  common  compliment  of,  /  am 
glad  to  see  you  ;  or,  /  hope  you  have  enjoyed 
your  health  since  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeintr  y^"  )'  or  some  such  words  of  course  ; 
nor  did  she  once  open  her  mouth  in  the  way 
of  welcome  to  my  sister  and  my  niece,  but 
sat  in  silence,  like  a  statue,  with  an  aspect 
of  insensibility.  Her  aunt,  the  model  upon 
which  she  had  been  formed,  was  indeed  the 
very  essence  of  insipid  formality  ;  but  the  boy 
was  very  pert  and  impudent,  and  prated 
without  ceasing. 

At  dinner  the  lady  maintained  the  same 
ungracious  indifference,  never  speaking  but 
in  whispers  to  her  aunt;  and  as  to  the  re- 
past, it  was  made  up  of  a  parcel  of  kick- 
shaws, contrived  by  a  French  cook,  without 
one  substantial  article  adapt,(>d  to  the  satis- 
faction of  an  English  appetite.  The  pottage 
was  little  better  than  bread  soaked  in  dish 
washings,  fukewarm.  Tlie  ragouts  looked 
as  if  they  had  been  once  eaten  and  half 
digested ;  the  fricassees  were  involved  in  u 
nasty  JQ.  ow  poultice ;  and  the  rotis  v«r8 
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scorched  and  stinking,  for  the  honour  of  the 
fatnet ;  the  dessert  consisted  of  faded  fruit 
and,  iced  froth,  a  good  emblem  of  our  land- 
lady's character;  the  table-beer  was  sour, 
•Jie  water  foul,  and  the  wine  vapid  ;  but  there 
was  a  parade  of  plate  and  china,  and  a  pow- 
dered lacquey  stood  behind  every  chair,  ex- 
cept those  of  the  master  and  mistress  of  the 
house,  who  were  served  by  two  valets  dress- 
ed like  gentlemen.  We  dined  in  a  large  old 
Gothic  parlour,  which  was  formerly  the  hall. 
It  was  now  paved  with  marble,  and,  notwith- 
str.nding  the  tire,  which  had  been  kindled 
about  an  hour,  struck  me  with  sucli  a  chill 
sensation,  that,  when  I  entered  it,  the  teeth 
chattered  in  my  jaws.  In  short,  ever}'  thing 
was  cold,  comfortless  and  disgusting,  except 
the  looks  of  my  friend  Bayr.ard,  which  de- 
clared the  warmth  of  his  affection  and  hu- 
manity. 

After  dinner,  we  withdrew  into  another 
apartment,  where  the  boy  began  to  be  im- 
pertinently troublesome  to  my  niece  Liddy. 
Me  wanted  a  play-fellow,  forsooth,  and  would 
have  romped  with  her,  had  she  encouraged 
nis  advances.  He  was  even  so  impudent  as 
to  snatch  a  kiss,  at  which  she  changed  coun- 
tenance, and  seemed  uneasy:  and  though 
has  father  checked  him  for  the  rudeness  of 
liis  behaviour,  he  became  so  outrageous  as 
to  thrust  his  hand  in  her  bosom  ;  an  insult  to 
which  she  did  not  tamely  submit,  though  one 
of  tlie  mildest  creatures  upon  earth.  Her 
eyes  sparkled  with  resentment ;  she  started 
up,  and  lent  him  such  a  box  in  the  ear,  as  sent 
him  staggering  to  the  other  side  of  the  room. 

"  Miss  Melford,"  cried  his  father,  "  you 
have  treated  him  with  the  utmost  propriety  ; 
I  am  only  sorry  that  the  impertinence  of  any 
child  of  mine  should  have  occasioned  this 
exertion  of  your  spirit,  which  I  cannot  but 
applaud  and  admire."  His  wife  was  so  far 
from  assenting  to  the  candour  of  his  apology, 
that  slie  rose  from  table,  and,  taking  her 
eon  hy  the  hand, — "  Come,  child," said  she, 
"  your  father  cannot  abide  you."  So  say- 
ing, she  retired  with  this  hopeful  youth,  and 
was  followed  by  her  governante  ;  but  neither 
the  one  or  the  other  deigned  to  take  the 
least  notice  of  the  company. 

Baynard  was  exceedingly  disconcerted  ; 
but  I  perceived  his  uneasiness  was  tinctured 
with  resentment,  and  derived  a  good  omen 
from  this  discovery.  I  ordered  the  horses  to 
be  put  to  the  carriage  ;  and,  though  he  made 
some  efforts  to  detain^  us  all  night,  I  insisted 
Uj)on  leaving  the  house  immediate  y  ;  but, 
before  I  went  away.  I  took  an  opportunity 
wf  speakmg  to  hnn  agam  in  private.  I  said 
every  thing  I  could  recollect  to  animate  his 
t-ndeavours  in  shaking  off  those  shameful 
trammels.  I  made  no  scruple  to  declare 
that  his  wife  was  unworthy  of  that  tender 
complaisance  which  he  had  shown  for  her 
foibles;  that  she  was  dead  to  all  the  genu- 
ine sontiincnts  of  conjugal  affection,  insen- 


sible of  her  own  honour  and  interest,  and 
seemingly  destitute  of  common  sense  and  re- 
flection. I  conjured  him  to  remember  what 
he  owed  to  liis  father's  house,  to  his  own 
reputation,  and  to  his  family,  including  even 
this  unreasonable  woman  herselt",  who  wa3 
driving  on  blindly  to  her  own  destruction.  1 
advised  him  to  form  a  plan  for  retrenching 
superfluous  expense,  and  try  to  convmce  the 
aunt  of  the  necessity  for  such  a  reformation, 
that  she  might  gradually  prepare  her  neice 
for  its  execution  ;  and  1  exhorted  him  to  turn 
that  disagreeable  piece  of  formality  out  of  the 
house,  if  he  should  find  her  averse  to  liia 
proposal. 

Here  he  interrupted  me  with  a  sigh,  ob- 
serving, that  such  a  step  would  undoubtedly 
be  fatal  to  Mrs  Baynard.  "  I  shall  lose  all 
patience,"  cried  I,  "  to  hear  you  talk  so 
weakly  ;  Mrs  Baynard's  fits  will  never  hurt 
her  constitution.  I  believe  in  my  conscience 
they  are  all  affected :  I  am  sure  she  has  no 
feeling  for  your  distresses ;  ^nd,  when  you 
are  ruined,  she  will  appear  to  have  no  feeling 
for  her  own."  Finally,  I  took  his  word  and 
honour  that  he  would  make  an  effort  such  as 
I  had  advised  ;  that  he  would  form  a  plan  of 
economy,  and,  if  he  found  it  impracticable 
without  my  assistance,  he  would  come  to 
Bath  in  the  winter,  where  I  promised  to  give 
him  the  meeting,  and  contribute  all  in  my 
power  to  the  retrieval  of  his  affairs.  With 
this  mutual  engagement  we  parted  ;  and  I 
shall  think  myself  supremely  happy,  if,  by 
my  means,  a  worthy  man,  whom  I  love  and 
esteem,  can  be  saved  from  misery,  disgrace 
and  despair. 

I  have  only  one  friend  more  to  visit  in  this 
part  of  the  country^  but  he  is  of  a  complex- 
ion very  different  from  that  of  Baynard. 
You  have  heard  me  mention  Sir  Thomaa 
Bulford,  whom  I  knew  in  Italy.  He  is  now 
become  a  country  gentleman  ;  but,  being 
disabled  by  the  gout  from  enjoying  any  amuse 
ment  abroad,  he  entertains  himself  within 
doors,  by  keeping  open  house  for  all  comers, 
and  playing  upon  the  oddities  and  humours 
of  his  company  ;  but  he  himself  is  generally 
the  greatest  original  at  his  table.  lie  is  very 
good-humoured,  talks  much,  and  laughs 
without  ceasing.  I  am  told,  that  all  the  use 
he  makes  of  his  understanding  at  present,  is 
to  excite  mirth,  by  exhibiting  his  guests  in 
ludicrous  attitudes.  I  know  not  how  far  we 
may  furnish  him  with  entertainments  of  this 
kind ;  but  I  am  resolved  to  beat  up  his  quar- 
ters,  partly  with  a  view  to  laugh  with  tiie 
knight  himself,  and  partly  to  pay  my  respocta 
to  his  lady,  a  good-natured,  sensible  woman 
with  whom  he  lives  upon  very  easy  terms, 
althougii  she  has  not  had  the  good  fortune  to 
brinij  him  an  heir  to  his  estate. 

And  now,  dear  Dick,  I  must  tell  you  fci 
your  comfort,  that  you  are  the  only  man 
upon  earth  to  whom  I  would  presume  to 
send  such  a   long-winder    cpi^-tle,  which  I 


EXPEDITION  OF  HUMPHRY  CLLXKER. 


4iS 


could  net  liml  in  my  heart  to  curtail,  because 
the  subject  interested  the  warmest  passions 
of  my  iioart ;  neitiier  will  I  make  any  o'.her 
apology  to  a  correspondent  who  has  been  so 
long  accustomed  to  the  inipertiucnce  ot' 
MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
Sept.  30. 


Fj  Sir  W;  tki.v  Philmi-s,  Bart,  at  Oxon. 

Dear  KMnuT, — I  believe  there  is  some- 
Klung  mischievous  in  my  disposition,  for  no- 
tluni;  diverts  me  so  much  as  to  see  certain 
ciiaracters  tormented  with  false  terrors.  We 
last  niofht  lodjrt'd  at  the  house  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bulford,  an  old  friend  of  my  uncle,  a  jolly 
fellow,  of  mi)d(!rate  intellects,  wlio,  in  spite 
of  the  gout,  which  hath  lamed  him,  is  re- 
solved to  be  merry  to  the  last ;  and  mirth  he 
has  a  particular  knack  in  extracting  from  his 
truest.s,  let  (heir  humour  be  ever  so  caustic 
or  refractory.  Jlesidcs  our  company,  there 
was  in  the  hfjuse  a  fat-headed  justice  of  the 
peace,  called  Frogmore,  and  a  country  prac- 
titioner in  surgery,  who  seemed  to  be  our 
landlord's  chief  companion  and  confident. 
We  found  the  knight  sitting  on  a  couch, 
with  his  crutches  by  his  side,  and  his  feet 
supported  on  cushions ;  but  he  received  us 
witii  a  hearty  welcome,  and  seemed  greatly 
rejoiced  at  our  arrival.  After  tea,  we  were 
entertained  with  a  sonata  on  the  harpsichord, 
ly  Lady  Bulford,  who  sung  and  played  to 
admiration  ;  but  Sir  Thomas  seemed  to  be  a 
little  asinine  in  the  article  of  ears,  though 
ho  atfected  to  be  in  raptures;  and  begged 
his  wife  to  favour  us  with  an  arietta  of  her 
own  composing.  This  arietta,  however,  she 
no  sooner  began  to  perform,  than  he  and  the 
justice  fell  asleep  ;  but  the  moment  she 
ceased  playing,  the  knight  waked  snorting, 
and  exclaimed, — "  Ocara  !  what  d'ye  think, 
gentlemen  1  Will  you  talk  any  more  of 
your  Pargolesi  and  your  Corelli  ?"  At  the 
same  time,  he  thrust  his  tongue  in  one  cheek, 
and  leered  with  one  eye  at  the  doctor  and 
me,  wiio  sat  on  his  left  hand.  Ho  concluded 
the  pantomime  with  a  loud  laugh,  which  he 
could  command  at  all  times  extempore. 
?Notwithstanding  his  disorder,  he  did  not  do 
penance  at  supper,  nor  did  he  ever  refuse  his 
glass  when  the  toast  went  round,  but  rather 
encouraged  a  quick  circulation,  both  by  pre- 
cept and  example. 

I  soon  perceived  the  doctor  had  made  him- 
Fc'f  very  necessary  to  the  baronet.  He  was 
the  whetstone  of  his  wit,  the  butt  of  his  sa- 
tire, and  his  operator  in  certain  experiments 
of  humour,  which  were  occasionally  tried 
ut>on  strangers.  .Justice  Frogmore  was  an 
excellent  subject  for  this  species  of  philoso- 
phy :  sleek  and  corpulent,  solemn  and  slial- 
iow,  he  had  studied  Burn  with  uncommon 
application  ;  'out  he  studied  nothing  so  much 
OS  the  art  of  living  (that  is,  eating)  well. 


This  fat  buck  had  often  afforded  good  tiport 
to  our  landlord  ;  and  he  was  frequently 
started  with  tolerable  success,  ir  the  course 
of  this  evening  ;  but  the  baronet's  ajipetite 
for  ridicule  seemed  to  be  chiefly  excited  by 
the  appearance,  address,  and  conv^ersation  of 
Lismaliago,  whom  he  attempted  in  all  the 
ditlerent  modes  of  exposition  ;  but  he  put 
me  in  mind  of  a  contest  that  1  once  saw  be- 
twixt a  young  hound  and  an  old  hedge-hog. 
The  dog  turned  him  over  and  over,  and 
bounced,  and  barked,  and  nmmblcd  ;  but  as 
often  as  he  attempted  to  bite,  he  felt  a 
prickle  in  his  jaws,  and  recoiled  in  manifest 
confusion.  The  captain,  when  left  to  him- 
self, will  not  tail  to  turn  his  ludicrous  side  to 
the  company  ;  but  if  any  man  attempts  to 
force  him  into  that  attitude,  he  becomes 
stubborn  as  a  mule,  and  unmanageable  as  au 
elephant  unbroke. 

Divers  tolerable  jokes  were  cracked  upon 
the  justice,  who  eat  a  most  unconscionable 
supper,  and.  among  other  things,  a  large 
plate  of  broiled  mushrooms,  which  he  had 
no  sooner  swallowed,  than  the  doctor  observ- 
ed, with  great  gravity,  that  they  were  of  the 
kind  called  cham'pignons,  which,  in  some 
constitutions,  had  a  poisonous  effect.  Mr 
Frogmore,  startled  at  this  remark,  asked,  in 
some  confusion,  why  he  had  not  been  so  kind 
as  to  give  him  that  notice  sooner  ?  He  an- 
swered, that  he  took  it  for  granted,  by  his 
eating  them  so  heartily,  that  ho  was  used  .to 
tlic  dish  ;  but  as  he  seemed  to  be  under  some 
apprehension,  he  prescribed  a  bumper  of 
plague-water,  which  the  justice  drank  off 
immediately,  and  retired  to  rest,  not  without 
marks  of  terror  and  disquiet. 

At  midnight  we  were  shown  to  our  differ- 
ent chambers,  and  in  half  an  hour  I  was  fast 
asleep  in  bed  ;  but  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  was  awaked  with  a  dismal  cry  of 
fire  !  and,  starting  up,  ran  to  the  window  in 
my  shirt.  The  night  was  dark  and  stormy  ; 
and  a  number  of  people,  half-dressed,  ran 
backwards  and  forwards  through  the  court- 
yard, with  links  and  lanterns,  seemingly  in 
the  utmost  hurry  and  trepidation.  Slipping 
on  my  clothes  in  a  twinkling,  I  ran  down 
stairs,  and,  upon  inquiry,  found  the  tire  was 
confined  to  a  back-stair,  which  led  to  a  de- 
tached apartment  where  Lismaliago  lay. — 
By  this  time,  the  lieutenant  was  alarmed  by 
a  bawling  at  his  window,  which  was  in  the 
second  story,  but  he  could  not  find  his 
clothes  in  the  dark,  and  his  room-door  was 
locked  on  the  outside.  The  servants  called 
to  him  that  the  house  had  been  robbed  ;  that, 
without  all  doubt,  the  villains  had  taken 
away  his  clothes,  fastened  the  door,  and  set 
the  house  on  fire,  for  the  st;iir-case  was  in 
flames.  In  this  dilemma,  the  poor  lieuten- 
ant  ran  about  the  room  naked,  like  asquirre/ 
in  a  cao^e,  popping  out  his  head  at  the  win- 
dow between  whiles,  and  imploring  assist, 
ancc.     At  length,  the  knigl  t  in  person  wa« 
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brouglit  out  in  his  chair,  attended  by  my  un- 
cle and  all  the  family,  including  onr  aunt 
Tabitha,  who  screamed,  and  cried,  and  tore 
her  hair,  as  if  she  had  been  distracted.  Sir 
Thomas  had  already  ordered  his  people  to 
bring  a  long  ladder,  which  was  applied  to  the 
captain's  window,  and  now  he  exhorted  him 
earnestly  to  descend.  There  was  no  need 
of  much  rhetoric  to  persuade  Lismahago, 
who  forthwith  made  his  exit  by  the  window, 
roaring  all  the  time  to  the  people  below  to 
hold  fast  the  ladder. 

Notwithstanding  the  gravity  of  tlie  occa- 
sion, it  was  impossible  to  behold  this  scene 
without  being  seized  with  an  inclination  to 
laugh.  The  rueful  aspect  of  the  lieutenant 
in  his  shirt,  with  a  quilted  night-cap  fastened 
under  his  chin,  and  his  long  lank  limbs  and 
posteriors  exposed  to  the  wind,  made  a  very 
])icturcsque  appearance  when  illuminated  by 
the  links  and  torches  which  the  servants  held 
up  to  light  him  in  his  descent.  All  the  com- 
pany stood  round  the  ladder,  e.vcept  the 
knight,  who  sat  in  his  chair,  exclaiming, 
from  time  to  time — •'  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
us  ! — save  the  gentleman's  life — mind  your 
footing,  dear  captain  ! — softly  ! — stand  fast 
— clasp  the  ladder  with  both  hands  there! — 
well  done,  my  dear  boy  ! — O  bravo  ! — an  old 
soldier  for  ever  ! — bring  a  blanket — bring  a 
warm  blanket  to  comfort  his  poor  carcase — 
warm  the  bed  in  the  green-room — o-ive  me 
your  hand,  dear  captain — I'm  rejoiced  to  see 
thee  safe  and  sound  with  all  my  heart." 
Lismahago  was  received  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder  by  his  inamorato,  who,  snatching  a 
blanket  from  one  of  the  maids,  wrapped  it 
about  his  body  ;  two  men-servants  took  him 
under  the  arms,  and  a  female  conducted  him 
to  the  green-room,  still  accompaniied  by  Mrs 
Tabitha,  who  saw  him  fairly  put  to  bed. 
During  this  whole  transaction,  lie  spoke  Tiot 
a  syllable,  but  looked  exceeding  grim,  some- 
times at  one,  sometimes  at  another  of  the 
spectators,  who  now  adjourned  in  a  i)ody  to 
the  parlour  where  we  had  supped,  everyone 
surveying  another  with  marks  of  astonish- 
ment and  curiosity. 

The  knight  being  seated  in  an  easy  chair, 
seized  my  uncle  by  the  hand,  and,  bursting 
into  a  long  and  loud  laugh — "  Matt,"  cried 
he,  "  crown  me  with  oak,  or  ivy,  or  laurel, 
or  parsley,  or  what  you  will,  and  acknow- 
ledge this  to  be  a  coup  de  mailre  in  the  way 
of  waggery — ha  !  ha  !  ha  !  Such  a  camis- 
icala,  scairlinta  hejfala  I — O  cite  roha  ! — O 
what  a  subject !  O  what  caricntura  ! — O 
for  a  Rosa,  a  Rembrandt,  a  Schalken  ! — 
Zooks  !  I'll  give  a  hundred  guineas  to  have  it 
painted — what  a  fine  descent  from  the  cross, 
or  ascent  to  the  gallows  I — what  lights  and 
shadows  ! — what  a  group  below  ! — what  ex- 
pression above  ! — what  an  aspect  ! — did 
you  mind  the  aspect  7 — ha  !  ha  !  ha  ! — and 
the  limbs  and  the  muscles — every  toe  de- 
noted   terror  !-  -ha  '    ha  I    ha  1 — then     the 


blanket! — O  what  cosiamc  !  St  Andrew! 
St  Lazarus?  St  Barrabas  ! — ha,  ha.  ha  S" 
"After  all,  then,"  cried  Mr  Bramble,  verj 
gravely,  "  this  was  no  more  than  a  false 
alarm.  We  have  been  frightened  out  of 
our  beds,  and  almost  out  of  our  senses,  fa 
the  joke's  sake  !"  "  Ay,  and  such  a  joke  !"' 
cried  our  landlord.  "  such  a  farce  !  such  £ 
denouement !  such  a  catastrophe  .'" 

"  Have  a  little  patience,"  replied  our 
squire,  "  we  are  not  yet  come  to  the  catas- 
trophe  ;  and  pray  God  it  may  not  turn  out  a 
tragedy  instead  of  a  farce.  The  captain  ia 
one  of  those  saturnine  sulijects,  who  have 
no  idea  of  humour.  He  never  laughs  in  his 
own  person  ;  nor  can  he  bear  that  other  peo- 
pie  should  laugh  at  his  expense.  Besides,  if 
the  subject  had  been  properly  chosen,  the 
joke  was  too  severe  in  all  conscience." 
"  'Sdeath  !"  cried  the  knight,  ''I  could  not 
have  bated  him  an  ace,  had  he  been  my  own 
father ;  and  as  for  the  subject,  such  another 
does  not  present  itself  once  jji  half  a  centu- 
ry." Here  Mrs  Tabitha  interposing,  and 
bridling  up,  declared,  she  did  not  see  that 
Mr  Lismahago  was  a  fitter  subject  for  ridi- 
cule  than  the  knight  himself;  and  that  she 
was  very  much  afraid  he  would  very  soon  find 
he  had  mistaken  his  man.  The  baronet 
was  a  good  deal  disconcerted  by  this  intima- 
tion, saying,  that  he  must  be  a  Goth  and  a 
barbarian,  if  he  did  not  enter  into  the  spirit 
of  such  a  happy  and  humourous  contrivance. 
He  begged,  however,  that  Mr  Bramble  and 
his  sister  would  bring  Iiim  to  reason  :  and 
this  request  was  reinforced  by  Lady  Bulford, 
who  did  not  fail  to  read  the  baronet  a  lec- 
ture upon  his  indiscretion,  wliich  lecture  he 
received  with  submission  on  one  side  of  the 
face,  and  a  leer  upon  the  other. 

We  now  went  to  bed  for  the  second  time ; 
and  before  I  got  up,  my  uncle  had  visited 
Lismahago  in  the  green-room,  and  used  such 
arguments  with  him,  that,  when  we  met  in 
the  parlour,  he  seemed  to  be  quite  aj)peased. 
He  received  the  knight's  apology  with  a 
good  grace,  and  even  professed  himself 
pleased  at  finding  he  had  contributed  to  the 
diversion  of  the  company.  Sir  Thomas 
shook  him  by  the  hand,  laughing  heartily : 
and  then  desired  a  pinch  of  snuff,  in  token 
of  perfect  reconciliation.  The  lieutenant 
putting  his  hand  in  his  waistcoat  pocket, 
pulled  out,  iiistead  of  his  own  Scotch  mull, 
a  very  fine  gold  snuff-box,  which  he  no  soon- 
er perceived  than  he  said — "  Here  is  a  small 
mistake."  "  No  mistake  at  all,"  cried  the 
baronet  ;  "  oblige  me  so  far,  captam,  as  to 
let  me  keep  your  nmll  as  a  memarial." 
"Sir,"  said  the  lieutenant,  "the  mull  is 
much  at  your  service ;  but  this  machine  I 
can  by  no  means  retain.  It  looks  like  com- 
pounding a  sort  of  felony  in  tiie  code  ""f 
honour.  Besides,  I  don't  know  but  there 
may  be  another  joke  in  this  conveyance , 
and  I  don't  find  mvself  disposed  .0  be  brought 
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npon  tlio  staire  again.  I  won't  presume  to 
make  free  witli  your  pockets,  but  I  bear  you 
will  put  it  up  airain  with  your  own  hand." 
So  saying,  with  a  certain  austerity  of  aspect, 
he  presented  flie  snulF-box  to  tiie  knight, 
who  received  it  in  some  confusion,  and  re- 
Btorsd  the  mull,  which  he  would  by  no  means 
ko^p,  except  on  the  terms  of  exchange. 

Tiiis  transaction  was  like  to  give  a  grave 
cart   tc   tlio   conversation,   when    my   uncle 
look  notice  that  Mr  Justice  I'rogmurc  had 
not  made  his  appearance  either  at  the  night 
alarm,  or  now  at  the   general  rendezvous. 
The  baronet,  hearing  Frogmore  mentioned, 
— "Odso!"    cried    he,    "1   liad   forgot   the 
justice.     Pr'ythee,  doctor,  go  and  bring  him 
out  of  his  kennel."     Then  laughing  till  his 
rides  were  well  shaken,  he  said  he  would 
show  the  captain,  that  he  was  not  the  only 
person  of  the  drama  exhibited  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  company.     As  to  the  night- 
scene,  it  could  not  alTect  the  justice,  who  had 
been  purposely  lodged  in  the  farther  end  of 
the  house,  remote  from  the  noise,  and  lulled 
with  a  dose  of  opium  into  the  bargain.     In 
a  few  minutes,  Mr  Justice  was  led  into  the 
parlour  in  liis  night-cap,  and  loose  morning- 
gown,  rolling  his  head  from  side  to  side,  and 
groaning   ])iteously   all   the  way.      "  Jesu  ! 
neighbour  Frogmore,"  exclaimed  the  baro- 
net, "what  is  the  matter; — you  look  as  if 
you  was  not  a  man  for  this  world.     Set  him 
down  softly  on  the  couch — poor  gentleman  ! 
I^rd  have  mercy  upon  us!     What  makes 
him  so  pale,  and  yellow,  and  bloated  !"    "Oh, 
Sir  Thomas  I"  cried  the  justice,  "I  doubt  it 
is  all  over  with  me — those  mushrooms  I  ate 
at  your  table  have  done  my  business — ah, 
oh!  hey!"     "Now  the  Lord  forbid!"  said 
Jic   other, — "  what,    man  ! — have    a    good 
heart.     How  does  thy  stomach  feel  ? — hah  !" 
To  this  interrogation  lie  made  no  reply, 
but  throwing  aside  his  night-gown,  discover- 
ed that  his  waistcoat  would  not  meet  upon 
his  belly  by  five  good  inches  at  least.     "  Hea- 
ven protect  us  all !"  cried  Sir  Thomas, — 
"  what  a  melancholy  spectacle  ! — never  did 
1  see  a  man  so  suddenly  swelled,  but  when 
he  was  either  just  dead  or  just  dying.     Doc- 
tor, canst  thou  do  nothing  for  this  poor  ob- 
ject ?"     "  I  don't  think  the  case  is  quite  des- 
perate,"   said    the   surgeon,   "  but  I  would 
advise   Mr   Frogmore   to   settle   his   affairs 
with  all  expedition  ;  the  parson  may  come 
and  pray  by  him,  while  I  prepare  a  clyster 
and  an  emetic  draught."     The  Justice,  roll- 
ing his  languid  eyes,  ejaculated  with  great 
fer\'cncy, — "  Lord    have    mercy    upon    us ! 
Christ    have  mercy  upon   us !"      Then    he 
begged  the  surgeon,  in  the  name  of  God,  to 
dispatch. — "  As  for  my  worldly  affairs,"  said 
he,  •'  they  are  all  settled  but  one  mortgage, 
which  must  be  left  to  my  heirs — but,  my  poor 
soul !  my  poor  soul !  what  will  become  of 
my  poor  soul '  —miserable  sinner  that  I  am  !" 
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"  Nay,  pr'ythee,  my  dear  boy,  compose  thy- 
self," resumed  the  knight ;  "  consider  the 
mercy  of  Heaven  is  inlinite ;  thou  canst  not 
have  any  sins  of  a  very  deep  dye  on  thy  con- 
science, or  the  devil's  in't."  "  Name  not 
the  devil,"  exclaimed  the  terrified  Frogmore, 
"I  have  more  sins  to  answer  for  than  the 
world  dreams  of— .\h  !  friend,  I  have  been 
sly — sly — damn'd  sly  I — Send  for  the  parson 
u^itliout  loss  of  time,  and  put  me  to  bed,  for 
I  am  posting  to  eternity.  lie  was  accord- 
ingly raised  from  the  couch,  and  sui)ported 
by  two  servants,  who  led  him  back  to  hia 
room  :  but  before  he  quitted  the  parlour,  he 
entreated  the 'good  company  to  assist  liiin 
v/ith  their  prayers.  He  added, — "Take 
warning  by  me,  who  am  suddenly  cut  olf  in 
my  prime,  like  a  fiower  of  the  field  ;  and  God 
forgive  you.  Sir  Thomas,  for  suffering  such 
poisonous  trash  to  be  eaten  at  your  table." 

He  was  no  sooner  removed  out  of  hearino', 
than  the  baronet  abandoned  himself  to  a  vio- 
lent fit  of  laughing,  in  which  lie  was  joined 
by  the  greatest  part  of  the  comjjany  ;  But  we 
could    hardly  prevent  the   good   lady  from 
going  to  undeceive  the  patient,  by  discover- 
ing, that,  while  he  slejjt,  his  waistcoat  had 
been  straitened  by  the  contrivance   of  the 
surgeon  ;   and  that  the  disorder  in  his  sto- 
mach  and  bowels  was  occasioned  by  some 
antimonial  wine,  which  he  had  taken  over 
night,   under  the   denomination   of  plague- 
water.     She  seemed  to  think  that  his  appre- 
hension  might  put  an  end  to  his  life:   tli€ 
knight  swore  he  was  no  such  chicken,  but  a 
tough  old  rogue,  that  would  live  long  enough 
to  plague  all  his  neighbours.     Upon  inquiry, 
we  fi)und  his  character  did  not  entitle  him  tc 
much  compassion  or  respect,  and  therefore 
we  let  our  landlord's  humour  take  its  course. 
A  clyster  was  actually  administered  by  an 
old  woman  of  the  family,  who  had  been  Sir 
Thomas's    nurse,    and    the   patient    took    a 
draught  made  of  oxymel  of  squills  to  forward 
the  operation  of  the  antimonial  wine,  wliicli 
had  been  retarded  by  the  opiate  of  the  pre- 
ceding night.     He  was  visited  by  the  vicar, 
who    read    prayers,   and  began   to   take  an 
account  of  the  state  of  his  soul,  when  those 
medicines  })roduced  their  effect :  so  that  tho 
parson  was  obliged  to  hold  his  nose  while  he 
poured  forth  spiritual  consolation  from  hia 
mouth.     The  same  expedient  was  used  by 
the  knight  and   me,  who,  with  the  doctor, 
entered  the  chamber  at  this  juncture,  and 
found   Frogmore   enthroned  on    an   easing, 
chair,  under  the  pressure  of  a  double  evacu- 
ation.     The  short  intervals  betwixt  every 
heave  he  employed  in  crv^ing  for  mercy,  con 
fessing  his  sins,  or  asking  the  vicar's  opinion 
of  his  case;  and  the  vicar  ansv/ered,  in  a 
solemn  snuffling  tone,  that  heicrhtened  the 
ridicule  of  the  scene.     The  emetic  bavins; 
done   its   office,   the   doctor  interfered,  and 
ordered  the  patient  to  be  put  in  bed  atram 
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When  he  examined  the  egesia,  and  felt  his 
pulse,  he  declared  that  much  of  the  virus 
Was  disciiaro^ed ;  and,  g\\  \ng  him  a  composing 
draught,  assured  him  he  had  good  hopes  of 
his  recovery.  Tins  welcome  hint  he  received 
with  the  tears  of  joy  in  his  eyes,  protesting, 
llifit,  if  he  should  recover,  lie  would  always 
think  himself  indebted  for  his  life  to  the 
great  skill  and  tenderness  of  iiis  doctor,  whose 
hands  he  squeezed  with  great  fervour;  and 
thus  he  was  left  to  his  repose. 

We  were  pressed  to  stay  dinner,  that  we 
might  be  witnesses  of  his  resuscitation:  but 
my  uncle  insisted  upon  our  departing  before 
noon,  that  we  might  reach  this  town  before 
It  should  be  dark.  In  the  mean  time,  Lady 
Biilford  conducted  us  into  the  garden,  to  see 
a  fish-pond  just  finished,  which  Mr  I'ramblc 
censured  as  being  too  near  the  parlour,  where 
the  knight  now  sat  by  himself,  dozing  in  an 
elbow-chair,  after  the  fatigues  of  his  morning 
achievement.  In  this  situation  he  reclined, 
with  his  feet  wrapped  in  llannel,  and  suj)port- 
ed  in  a  line  with  his  body,  when  the  door 
flying  open  with  a  violent  shock,  Lieutenant 
Lismahago  rushed  into  the  room,  with  horror 
in  his  looks,  exclaiming, — "  A  mad  dog!  a 
mad  dog !"  and  throwing  up  the  window 
sash,  leaped  into  the  garden.  Sir  Thomas, 
waked  by  this  tremendous  exclamation, 
started  up,  and,  forgetting  his  gout,  followed 
the  lieutenant's  example  by  a  kind  of  in- 
gtinctive  impulse.  He  not  only  bolted 
through  the  window  like  an  arrow  from  a 
bow,  but  ran  up  to  his  middle  in  the  pond 
before  he  gave  the  least  sign  of  recollection. 
Then  the  captain  began  to  bawl, — "  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  us  !  pray  take  care  of  the 
gentleman  ! — for  God's  sake,  mind  your 
footing,  my  dear  boy  ! — get  warm  blankets — 
comfort  his  poor  carcase — warm  the  bed  in 
the  green  room  !" 

Lady  Bulford  was  thunderstruck  at  this 
phenomenon,  and  the  rest  of  the  company 
gazed  in  silent  astonishment,  while  the  ser- 
vants hastened  to  assist  their  master,  who 
sufi'ered  liimself  to  be  carried  back  into  the 
parlour  without  speaking  a  word.  Being 
instantly  accommodated  with  dry  clothes  and 
flannels,  comforted  with  a  cordial,  and  re- 
placed in  .statu  quo,  one  of  the  maids  was 
ordered  to  chafe  his  lower  extremities,  an 
operation  in  consequence  of  which  his  senses 
seemed  to  return,  and  his  good  humour  to 
revive.  As  we  had  followed  him  into  the 
room,  he  looked  at  every  individual  in  his 
turn,  with  a  certain  ludicrous  expression  in 
his  countenance,  but  fixed  his  eye  i.i  parti- 
cular upon  Lismahago,  who  presented  him 
with  a  pinch  of  snuff;  and  when  he  took  it 
in  silence, — «'  Sir  Thomas  Bulford,"  said  he, 
'•  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  all  your 
favours,  and  some  of  them  I  have  endea 
"Cured  to  repay  in  your  own  coin."  "  Give 
tnotliv  hand,"  cried  the  baronet:  "thou  hast 


indeed  paid  me  scot  and  lot ;  and  even  lei*, 
a  balance  in  my  hands,  for  vvhicli,  in  pre- 
sence of  this  company,  I  promise  to  be  ac- 
countable."  So  saying,  he  laughed  verv 
heartily,  and  even  seemed  to  enjoy  the  rela 
liation  which  had  been  exacted  at  liis  owi 
expense ;  but  Lady  Bulford  looked  very  grave. 
and,  in  all  probability,  thought,  the  lieutenant 
had  carried  his  resentment  too  far,  consider, 
ing  that  her  husband  was  valetudinarj' — but» 
according  to  the  proverb,  he  that  will  play 
at  howls  must  expect  to  meet  with  rubbers. 

I  have  seen  a  tame  bear,  very  diverting, 
when  properly  managed,  become  a  very  dan- 
gerous wild  beast  when  teazed  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  spectators.  As  for  Lisma- 
hago, he  seemed  to  think  the  fright  and  the 
colli  bath  would  have  a  good  effect  upon  his 
patient's  constitution  ;  but  the  doctor  hinted 
some  apprehension  that  the  gouty  matter 
might,  by  such  a  sudden  shock,  be  repelled 
from  the  e.xtremities,  and  thrown  upon 
some  of  the  more  vital  parts  of  the  machine. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  this  prognostic 
verified  upon  our  facetious  landlord,  who  told 
]\Irs  Tabitha  at  parting,  tliat  lie  hoped  she 
would  remember  him  in  the  distribution  of 
the  bride's  favours,  as  he  had  taken  so  much 
pains  to  put.  the  captain's  parts  and  mettle 
to  the  proof.  After  all,  I  am  afraid  our 
squire  will  appear  to  be  the  greatest  sufferer 
by  the  baronet's  wit ;  for  his  constitution  is 
by  no  means  calculated  for  night  alarms.  He 
has  yawned  and  shivered  all  day,  and  gone 
to  bed  without  supper  ;  so  that,  as  we  have 
got  into  good  quarters,  I  imagine  we  shall 
make  a  halt  to-morrow  ;  in  which  case  you 
will  have  at  least  one  day's  respite  from  the 
persecution  of  J.  MELFORD. 

October  U. 


To   iMas  Mary  Jones,   at  Bkambleto.s- 
Hall. 

Dear  Mary, — Miss  Liddy  is  so  good  as 
to  unclose  me  in  a  kiver  as  fur  as  Gloster, 
and  the  carrier  will  bring  it  to  hand.  God 
send  us  all  safe  to  Monmouthshire,  for  I'm 
quite  jaded  with  rambling.  'Tis  a  true  say- 
ing, live  and  learn.  O  woman,  what  chuck- 
ling  and  changing  have  I  seen !  Well. 
there's  notliin  sartin  in  this  world.  Who 
would  have  thought  that  mistriss,  after  all 
the  pains  taken  for  the  good  of  her  prusiaa 
sole,  would  go  for  to  throw  away  her  poor 
body  !  that  she  would  cast  the  heys  of  infec- 
tion upon  such  a  carrying  crow  as  Lashmy- 
hago  !  as  old  as  Mathcwsullin,  as  dry  as  a 
red  herring,  and  as  pore  as  a  starved  veezcl. 
O  Molly  !  hadst  thou  seen  him  come  dov/n 
the  ladder,  in  a  sluirt  so  scanty,  that  it  could 
not  kiver  his  nakedness  !  The  young  s'luire 
called  him  Dunquickset ;  but  he  looked  foi 
all  the  world  like  Cradock-ap-Morgan,  the 
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^(l1d  tinkor  that  siifTorcd  at  Ahcrgany  for 
tftcalwi;>;  of  kt'ttlf.  Tlicn  lie's  a  profane  snif- 
fle, aiul,  as  Mr  Clinker  says,  no  better  tlian 
nn  nnptiddle,  continiuilly  playing  upon  the 
pyebill,  and  the  new  bnrlli.  1  doubt  ho  has 
us  little  manners  ;is  money  ;  fur  lie  can't  say 
a  civil  word,  much  more  make  mo  a  present 
of  a  pair  of  nrh^ves  for  good  will ;  but  he 
looks  as  if  he  wanted  to  be  very  forward  and 
familiar.  O  I  that  ever  a  gentlewoman  of 
years  and  discretion  should  tare  her  air,  and 
cry  and  disporridgo  herself  for  such  a  nub- 
jack  I  us  the  song  goes — 

•'  I  vow  she  would  fain  liave  a  biird, 
That  bids  such  a  price  for  an  owl. " 

But,  for  sartin,  he  must  have  dealt  with  some 
Scotch  musician  to  bring  her  to  this  pass. 
As  for  me,  I  put  my  trust  in  the  Lord  ;  and 
I  have  got  a  slice  of  witchclm  sowed  in 
the  gathers  of  my  under  petticoat;  and  Mr 
Clinker  assures  me,  that,  by  the  new  light  of 
grease,  I  may  defy  the  devil  and  all  his 
works.  But  1  nose  what  I  nose.  If  mistress 
fihould  take  up  with  Lashmyhago,  this  is  no 
Karvice  for  mo.  Thank  God,  there's  not 
.vant  of  places  ;  and  if  I  want  for  one  thing, 
(  would — but  no  matter.  Madam  Baynar's 
woman  has  twenty  good  pounds  a-year,  and 
parquisitcs ;  and  dresses  like  a  parson  of 
jlistinkson.  I  dined  with  her  and  the  valey 
dc  shambles,  with  bags  and  golden  jackets  : 
but  there  was  nothing  kimfittable  to  eat, 
being  as  how  they  live  upon  board  ;  and  hav- 
ing nothing  but  a  ])iss  of  could  cuddling  tart 
and  some  blamangey,  I  was  tuck  witli  the 
•cullick,  and  a  murcy  it  was  tiiat  mistress 
had  her  viol  of  assings  in  the  cox. 

But,  as  I  was  saying,  I  think  for  sartin 
this  match  will  go  forewood  ;  for  things  are 
come  to  a  creesus  ;  and  I  have  seen  with 
my  own  heys  such  smuggling.  But  I  scorn 
for  to  exclose  the  secrets  of  the  family  ;  and 
if  it  wance  corncs  to  marrying,  who  nose 
but  the  frolic  ma}'  go  round.  I  believes  as 
how  Miss  Liddy  Vv-ould  have  no  reversion,  if 
her  swan  would  appear  ;  and  you  would  be 
surprised,  !Molly,  to  receive  a  bride's  fever 
from  your  humble  sarvant.  But  this  is  all 
suppository,  dear  girl ;  and  I  have  sullenly 
promised  to  Mr  Clinker,  that  neither  man, 
woman,  nor  child,  shall  no  that  arrow  said  a 
civil  thing  to  me  in  the  way  of  infection.  I 
hopes  to  drink  your  health  at  Brambleton- 
hall,  in  a  horn  of  October,  before  the  month 
be  out.  Pray  let  my  bed  be  turned  once  a- 
day,  and  the  windore  opened,  while  the  wca- 
tner  is  dry  ;  and  burn  a  few  billets  with  some 
brush  in  the  footman's  garret,  and  see  their 
mattrash  be  dry  as  a  bone  ;  for  both  our  gen- 
tlemen have  got  a  .«ad  could  by  lying  in  damp 
tshits  at  Sir  Tumnuis  Ballfart's.  No  more 
at  present,  but  my  service  to  Saul  and  the 
rest  of  our  fellow-sarvants,  being,  dear  Mary 
Jones,  alwavs  vours, 

O-jf.  4.     '    '  WIN.  .TENKINS. 


To    Miss    L.ICTITIA.    WlILlS,     AT    GLOUCES- 
TER. 

My  Deau  Lktty, — This  mefhodof  writing 
to  you  from  time  to  time,  without  any  hopes 
of  an  answer,  atibrds  me,  i  own,  some  ease 
and  satisfaction  in  the  midst  of  my  disquiet, 
as  it  in  some  degree  lightens  the  burthen  of 
alHiction;  but  it  is  at  best  a  very  imperfect 
enjoyment  of  friend.-5hii),  because  it  admits 
of  no  return  ofcontidence  and  good  counsel. 
I  would  give  the  whole  world  to  have  your 
company  for  a  single  day.  I  ain  heartily 
tired  of  this  itinerant  way  of  life.  I  am 
quite  dizzy  with  a  perpetual  succession  of 
objects.  Besides,  it  is  impossible  to  travel 
such  a  length  of  way,  without  being  exposed 
to  inconveniences,  dangers  and  disagreeable 
accidents,  which  prove  very  grievous  to  a 
poor  creature  of  weak  nerves,  like  me,  and 
make  me  pay  very  dear  lor  the  gratitication 
of  my  curiosity. 

Nature  never  intended  me  for  the  busy 
world.  I  long  for  repose  and  solitude,  where 
I  can  enjoy  that  disinterested  friendship 
which  is  not  to  be  found  among  crowds,  and 
indulge  those  pleasina^  reveries  that  shun  th^ 
hurry  and  timiult  of  fashionable  society.  Jo 
experienced  as  I  am  in  the  commerce  of 
life,  I  have  seen  enouLfh  to'  give  me  a  diso^ust 
to  the  generality  of  those  who  carry  it  on. 
There  is  such  malice,  treaciiery  and  dissim- 
ulation, even  among  professed  friends  and 
intimate  companions,  as  cannot  fail  to  strike 
a  virtuous  mind  with  horror  ;  and  when  vice 
quits  the  stage  for  a  moment,  her  place  is 
immediately  occuj)icd  by  folly,  which  is  often 
too  serious  to  excite  any  thing  but  compass- 
ion. Perhaps  I  ought  to  be  silent  on  the 
foibles  of  my  poor  aunt;  but  with  you,  my 
dear  Willis,  I  have  no  secrets  ;  and,  truly, 
her  weaknesses  are  such  as  cannot  be  con- 
cealed. Since  the  first  moment  we  arrived  at 
Bath,  she  has  been  employed  constantly  in 
spreading  nets  fur  the  other  sex  ;  and,  at 
length,  she  has  caught  a  superannuated  lieu- 
tenant, who  is  in  a  fair  way  to  make  her 
change  her  name.  My  uncle  and  my  brother 
seem  to  have  no  objection  to  this  extraordi- 
nary match,  which,  I  make  no  doubt,  will 
afford  abundance  of  matter  of  conversation 
and  mirth  :  for  my  part,  I  am  too  sensible 
of  my  own  weaknesses  to  be  diverted  with 
those  of  other  people.  At  present,  I  have 
something  at  heart  that  employs  my  whole 
attention,  and  keeps  my  mind  in  the  utmost 
terror  and  suspense. 

Yesterday,  in  tlie  forenoon,  as  I  stood  with 
my  brother  at  the  parlour  window  of  an  mn. 
where  we  had  lodged,  a  person,  passed  a- 
horseback,  whom  (gracious  heaven  !)  I  in- 
stantly discovered  to  be  Wilson  !  He  wore 
a  white  riding  coat,  with  the  cap  buttoned 
up  to  his  chin  ;  looked  remarkably  pale,  ana 
passed  at  a  round  trot,  without  seeminff  io 
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observe  us.  Lndeed,  lie  could  not  .see  us, 
for  there  was  a  blind  tiiat  concealed  us  from 
tlie  view.  Yon  may  guess  how  I  was  affect- 
ed at  tills  apparition.  The  light  forsook  my 
eyes  ;  and  I  was  seized  with  such  a  palpita- 
tion and  trembling,  that  I  could  not  stand. 
I  sat  down  upon  a  couch,  and  strove  to  com- 
pose myself,  that  my  brother  might  not  per- 
ceive my  agitation  ;  but  it  was  impossible  to 
escape  his  prying  eyes.  He  had  observed 
the  object  that  alaruied  me  ;  and,  doubtless, 
knew  him  at  the  first  glance.  He  now  look- 
ed ar  nic  with  a  stern  countenance  ;  then  he 
ran  out  into  the  street,  to  see  what  road  the 
unfortunate  horseman  had  taken.  He  after- 
wards dispatched  his  man  for  farther  intelli- 
gence, and  seemed  to  meditate  some  violent 
design.  My  uncle  being  out  of  order,  we 
remained  another  night  at  the  inn  ;  and  all 
day  long  Jerry  acted  the  part  of  an  inde- 
fatigable spy  upon  my  conduct — he  watched 
my  very  looks  with  such  eagerness  of  atten- 
tion, as  if  he  would  have  penetrated  into  the 
inmost  recesses  of  my  heart.  This  may  be 
owing  to  his  regard  for  my  honour,  if  it  is 
not  the  effect  of  his  own  pride  ;  but  he  is  so 
hot,  and  violent,  and  unrelenting,  that  the 
sight  of  him  alone  throws  me  into  a  flutter; 
and  really  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  afford 
him  any  share  of  my  affection,  if  he  persists 
in  persecuting  me  at  this  rate.  I  am  afraid 
he  lias  formed  some  scheme  of  vengeance, 
v.'hich  will  make  me  completely  wretched  ! 
J  am  afraid  he  suspects  some  collusion  from 
this  appearance  of  Wilson.  Good  God!  did 
he  really  appear]  or  was  it  only  a  phantom, 
a  pale  spectre,  to  apprise  me  of  his  death  ? 

O  Letty,  what  shall  I  do? — Where  shall 
I  turn  for  advice  and  consolation  1  Shall 
I  implore  the  protection  of  my  uncle,  who 
lias  been  always  kind  and  compassionate] 
This  must  be  my  last  resource.  I  dread  the 
thoughts  of  making  liim  uneasy;  and  would 
rather  suffer  a  tliousand  deaths  than  live  the 
cause  of  dissension  in  the  family.  I  cannot 
perceive  the  meaning  of  Wilson's  coming 
hither:  perhaps  he  was  in  quest  of  us,  in  order 
to  disclose  his  real  name  and  situation.  But 
wherefore  pass  without  staying  to  make  the 
least  inquiry]  My  dear  Willis,  I  am  lost  in 
conjecture — I  have  not  closed  an  eye  since 
I  saw  him.  All  night  long  have  I  been  tossed 
about  from  one  imagination  to  another.  The 
reflection  finds  no  resting-place.  I  have  pray- 
ed, and  sighed,  and  wejit  plentifully.  If  this 
terrible  supense  continues  much  longer,  I 
shall  have  another  fit  of  illness,  and  then  the 
\N'hole  family  will  be  in  confusion.  If  it  was 
consistent  with  the  wise  purposes  of  Provi- 
dence, would  I  were  in  my  grave.  But  it  is 
my  duty  to  be  resigned.  My  dearest  Letty, 
excuse  my  weakness — ex'cuse  these  blots — 
my  tears  fall  so  fast  that  I  cannot  keep  the 
paper  drj' — yet  I  ought  to  consider  that  I 
have  as  yet  no  cause  to  despair — but  I  am 
such  a  fai  it-hcarted,  timorous  creature  ! 


Thank  God,  my  uncle  is  ni.ich  better  than 
lie  was  yesterday.  He  is  resolved  to  pursue 
our  journey  straight  to  Wales.  I  hope  we 
shall  take  Gloucester  in  our  way — that  hope 
cheers  my  poor  heart.  I  sliall  once  more 
embrace  my  best  beloved  Willis,  and  pour 
all  my  griefs  into  her  friendly  bosom.  C 
heaven  !  is  it  possible  that  such  happiness  is 
reserved  for  the  dejected  and  forlorn 

LYDIA  MELFORD 

October  4. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Baht.  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 

Dear  Watkin, — I  yesterday  met  with  an 
incident  which  I  believe  you  will  own  to  be 
very  surprising.  As  I  stood  with  Liddy  at 
the  window  of  the  inn  where  we  had  lodged, 
who  should  pass  by  but  Wilson  a-horseback  ] 
I  could  not  be  mistaken  in  his  person,  for  I 
had  a  full  view  of  him  as  he  advanced,  1 
plainly  perceived  by  my  sister's  confusion 
that  she  recognized  him  at  the  same  time. 
I  was  equally  astonished  and  incensed  at  his 
appearance,  which  I  could  not  but  interpret 
into  an  insult,  or  something  worse.  I  ran 
out  at  the  gate,  and,  seeing  him  turn  the 
corner  of  the  street,  I  dispatched  my  servant 
to  observe  his  motions,  but  the  fellow  was 
too  late  to  bring  me  that  satisfaction.  He 
told  me,  however,  that  there  was  an  inn, 
called  tlie  Red  Lion,  at  the  end  of  the  town, 
where  lie  supposed  the  horseman  had  alight- 
ed, but  that  lie  would  not  inquire  without 
further  orders.  I  sent  him  back  immediately 
to  know  what  strangers  were  in  the  house 
and  he  lieturned  with  a  report,  that  theie 
was  one  Mr  Wilson  lately  arrived.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  information,  I  charged  him 
with  a  note  directed  to  that  gentleman,  de- 
siring him  to  meet  me  in  half  an  hour,  in  a 
certain  field  at  the  town's  end,  with  a  case 
of  pistols,  in  order  to  decide  the  difference 
which  could  not  be  determined  at  our  last 
rencounter :  but  I  did  not  think  proper  to 
subscribe  the  billet.  My  man  assured  me 
he  had  delivered  it  into  his  own  hand ;  and 
that,  having  read  it,  he  declared  he  would 
wait  upon  the  gentleman  at  the  place  dnd 
time  appointed. 

M'Alpine  being  an  old  soldier,  and  luckily 
sober  at  the  time,  I  intrusted  him  with  my 
secret.  I  ordered  him  to  be  within  call ;  and, 
having  given  him  a  letter  to  be  delivered  to 
my  uncle  in  case  of  accident,  I  repaired  to  the 
rendezvous,  which  was  an  inclosed  field  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  highway.  I  found 
my  antagonist  had  already  taken  his  ground., 
wrapped  in  a  dark  horseman's  coat,  with  a 
laced  hat  flapped  over  his  eyes;  but  what  was 
my  astonishment,  when  throwing  off  th'.3 
wrapper,  he  appeared  to  be  a  person  whom  1 
had  never  seen  before !  he  had  one  pistol  stuck 
in  a  leather  belt,  and   another  in  his  hand 
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ready  for  aclii-ui,  and,  advancinir  a  few  steps, 
cal.ed  to  know  if  I  was  ready.  I  answer- 
ed,— "  No ;"  and  desired  a  parley  :  upon 
which,  lie  turned  the  muzzle  of  his  piece 
towards  the  earth,  then  replaced  it  in  his 
helt,  and  met  me  half  way.  When  I  assured 
hira  he  was  not  the  man  I  expected  to  meet, 
he  said  it  inisiht  be  so:  that  he  had  received 
a  slip  of  paper  directed  to  Mr  Wilson,  re- 
questing him  to  come  liither ;  and  that,  as 
tliorc  was  no  other  in  the  place  of  that  name, 
he  naturally  concluded  the  note  was  intended 
for  him,  and  him  only.  I  then  gave  him  to 
understand,  that  I  had  been  injured  i)y  a  pcr- 
Hon  who  assumed  that  name  ;  which  person 
I  had  actually  seen  within  the  hour,  passing 
through  the  street  on  horseback  ;  that  hear- 
ing there  was  a  Mr  Wilson  at  the  Red  Lion, 
I  took  it  for  granted  he  was  the  man,  and  in 
that  belief  had  written  the  billet ;  and  I  ex- 
pressed my  surprise,  that  ho,  who  was  a 
Btranger  to  me  and  my  concerns,  should  give 
me  such  a  rendezvous,  without  taking  the 
trouble  to  demand  a  previous  explanation. 
He  replied,  that  there  was  no  oilier  of  his 
name  in  the  whole  country  ;  that  no  such 
horseman  had  alighted  at  the  Red  Lion  since 
nine  o'clock,  when  he  arrived  ;  that  having 
had  the  honour  to  serve  his  majesty,  he 
thought  he  could  not  decently  decline  any 
invitation  of  this  kind,  from  what  quarter 
tocver  it  might  come;  and  that,  if  any  ex- 
planation was  necessary,  it  did  not  belong 
to  him  to  demand  it,  but  to  the  gentleman 
who  summoned  him  into  the  lield.  Vexed 
as  I  was  at  this  adventure,  I  could  not  help 
admiring  the  coolness  of  this  otficer,  whose 
open  countenance  prepossessed  me  in  his 
favour.  He  seemed  to  be  turned  of  forty ; 
wore  his  own  short  black  hair,  which  curled 
naturally  about  Jiis  ears,  and  was  very  plain 
in  his  apparel.  \Vhen  I  begged  pardon  for 
the  trouble  I  had  given  him,  he  received  my 
apology  with  great  good  humour.  He  told 
me  that  he  lived  about  ten  miles  off,  at  a 
small  farm-house,  wliich  would  afford  me 
tolerable  lodging,  if  I  would  come  and  take 
the  diversion  of  hunting  with  him  for  a  few 
weeks ;  in  which  case,  he  might  perhaps 
find  out  the  man  who  had  given  me  offence. 
I  thanked  him  very  sincerely  for  his  cour- 
teous offer,  which,  I  told  liim,  I  was  not  at 
liberty  to  accept  at  present,  on  accoimt  of 
my  being  engaged  in  a  family  party  ;  and  so 
we  parted,  with  mutual  professions  of  good- 
will and  esteem. 

Now  tell  me,  dear  knight,  what  I  am  to 
make  of  this  singular  adventure  !  Am  I  to 
suppose  that  the  horseman  I  saw  was  really 
a  tiling  of  flesh  and  blood,  or  a  bubble  that 
vanished  into  air? — or  must  I  imagine  Liddy 
knows  more  of  the  matter  than  she  chooses 
to  disclose?  If  I  thought  her  capable  of 
carrying  on  any  clandestine  correspondence 
with  such  a  fellow,  I  should  at  once  discard 
all  tenderness-  and  forget  that  she  was  con- 
5  Z*  83* 


nected  to  me  by  the  ties  of  blood.  But  how 
is  it  possible  that  a  girl  of  her  simplicity  and 
inex'jerience  should  maintain  such  an  inter- 
couise,  surrounded,  as  she  is,  with  so  many 
eyes,  destitute  of  all  opportunity,  and  shift, 
ing  quarters  every  day  of  her  life  ?     Besides, 

she  has  solemnly  promised No — I  can't 

think  the  girl  so  base — so  insensible  to  the 
honour  of  her  family.  What  disturbs  me 
chiefly  is  the  impression  which  these  occur- 
rences seem  to  make  upon  her  spirits.  These 
are  the  synqitoms  from  which  I  conclude 
that  the  rascal  has  still  a  hold  on  her  affec- 
tion. Surely  I  have  a  right  to  call  him  a 
rascal,  and  to  conclude  that  his  designs  are 
infamous.  But  it  shall  be  my  tault  if  he 
docs  not  one  day  repent  his  prcsumjjtion. 
I  confess  I  cannot  think,  much  less  write,  on 
this  subject,  with  any  degree  of  temper  or 
patience ;  I  shall  therefore  conclude  with 
telling  you,  that  we  hope  to  be  in  Wales  by 
the  kilter  end  of  the  month  ;  but  before  that 
period  you  will  probably  hear  again  from 
your  affectionate  J.  MELFORD 

October  4. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  B.vrt.  at  Oxo.v. 

Dear  Phillips, — When  I  wrote  you  by 
last  post,  I  did  not  imagine  I  should  be 
tempted  to  trouble  you  again  so  soon  :  but  I 
now  sit  down  with  a  heart  so  full,  that  it 
cannot  contain  itself;  though  I  am  under 
such  agitation  of  spirits,  that  you  are  to  ex- 
pect neither  method  nor  connection  in  this 
address.  We  have  been  this  day  within  a 
hair's  breadth  of  losing  honest  Matthew 
Bramble,  in  consequence  of  a  cursed  acci- 
dent, which  I  will  endeavour  to  explain.  In 
crossing  the  country  to  get  into  the  post- 
road,  it  was  necessary  to  ford  a  river,  and 
we  that  were  a-horseback  passed  without 
any  danger  or  difficulty  ;  but  a  great  quantity 
of  rain  having  fallen  last  night  and  this 
morning,  there  was  such  an  accumulation  of 
water,  that  a  mill-head  gave  way,  just  as  the 
coach  was  passing  under  it,  and  the  flood 
rushed  down  with  such  impetuosity,  as  first 
floated,  and  then  fairly  overturned  the  car- 
riage in  the  middle  of  the  stream.  Lismahago 
and  I,  and  the  two  servants,  alighting  instant- 
aneously, ran  into  tlie  river  to  give  all  tlie  as- 
sistance in  our  power.  Our  auut,  Mrs  Tabi- 
tha,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  upper- 
most, was  already  iialf  way  out  of  the  coach 
window,  when  her  lover  a|)proaching,  dis- 
engaged  her  entirely  ;  but,  whether  his  foot 
slipped,  or  the  burden  was  too  groat,  they 
fell  over  head  and  cars  in  each  other's  arms 
He  endeavoured  more  than  once  to  get  up, 
and  even  to  disentangle  himself  from  her 
embrace,  but  she  hung  about  his  neck  like  a 
millstone  (no  bad  emblem  of  matrimony)  ; 
and  if  my  man  had  not  proved  a  staunch 
auxiliary,  those  two  lovers  would  in  ail  pro 
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baoility  have  gone  Iiand  in  hand  to  the  shades 
below,'  For  iny  part,  I  was  too  much  en- 
fajjed  to  take  any  cognizance  of  their  dis- 
tress. I  snatched  out  my  sister  by  the  hair 
of  the  head,  and  draji^inj^  her  to  the  bank, 
recollected  that  my  uncle  had  not  yet  appear- 
ed. Rushing  agam  into  the  stream,  1  met 
Clinker  hauling  ashore  Mrs  Jenkins,  who 
looked  like  a  mermaid  with  her  hair  dishev- 
elled about  her  ears  :  but  when  I  asked  if 
his  master  was  safe,  he  forthwith  shook  her 
from  him,  and  she  must  have  gone  to  pot,  if 
a  miller  had  not  seasonably  come  to  her  re- 
lief. As  for  Humphry,  he  flew  like  light- 
ning to  the  coach,  that  was  by  this  time  fill- 
ed with  water,  and,  diving  into  it,  brought  up 
the  poor  squire,  to  all  appearance  deprived 
of  life.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  describe 
what  I  felt  at  this  melancholy  spectacle.  It 
was  such  an  agony  as  baffles  all  description  ! 
The  faithful  Clinker,  taking  him  up  in  his 
arms,  as  if  he  had  been  an  infant  of  si.x 
months,  carried  him  ashore,  howling  most 
piteously  all  the  way,  and  I  followed  him  in 
a  transport  of  grief  and  consternation.  When 
he  was  laid  upon  the  grass,  and  turned  from 
side  to  side,  a  great  quantity  of  water  ran 
out  at  his  mouth,  then  he  opened  his  eyes, 
and  fetched  a  deep  sigh.  Clinker,  perceiv- 
ing  these  signs  of  life,  immediately  tied  up 
his  arm  with  a  garter,  and,  pulling  out  a 
horse-fleam,  let  him  blood  in  the  farrier 
style.  At  first  a  few  drops  only  issued  from 
the  orifice  ;  but  the  arm  being  chafed,  in  a 
little  time  the  blood  began  to  flow  in  a  con- 
tinued stream  ;  and  he  uttered  some  inco- 
herent words,  which  were  the  most  welcome 
sounds  that  ever  saluted  my  ear.  There  was 
a  country  inn  hard  by,  the  landlord  of  which 
had  by  this  time  come  with  his  people  to 
give  their  assistance.  Thither  my  uncle 
being  carried,  was  undressed,  and  put  to  bed 
wrapped  in  warm  blankets  :  but  having  been 
moved  too  soon,  he  fainted  away,  and  once 
more  lay  without  sense  or  motion,  notwith- 
standing all  the  efforts  of  Clinker  and  the 
landlord,  who  bathed  his  temples  with  Hun- 
gary water,  and  held  a  smelling  bottle  to  his 
nose.  As  I  had  heard  of  the  efficacy  of  salt 
in  such  cases,  I  ordered  all  that  was  in  the 
Iiouse  to  be  laid  under  his  head  and  body ; 
and  whether  this  ap|)lication  had  the  desired 
effect,  or  Nature  of  herself  prevailed,  he,  in 
less  that  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  began  to 
breathe  regularly,  and  soon  retrieved  his  re- 
collection, to  the  unspeakable  joy  of  all  the 
by-standers.  As  for  Clinker,  his  brain  seem- 
ed to  be  afiTscted.  He  laughed  and  wept,  and 
danced  about  in  such  a  distracted  manner, 
that  the  landlord  very  judiciously  conveyed 
him  out  of  the  room.  My  uncle,  seeing  me 
dripping  wet,  comprehended  the  whole  of 
what  had  happened,  and  asked  if  all  the 
company  was  safe.  Being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  he  insisted  upon  my  putting  on 
dry  clothes :  and  having  swallowed  a  little 


warm  wine,  desired  he  might  be  left  to  his 
repose.  Before  I  went  to  shift  myself,  I  in- 
quired about  the  rest  of  the  family'  I  found 
Mrs  Tabitha  still  delirious  from  her  fright, 
discharging  very  copiously  the  water  she 
had  swallowed.  Slie  was  supported  by  the 
captain,  distilling  drops  from  his  uncurled 
periwig,  so  lank  and  so  dank,  that  he  looked 
like  father  Thame  without  his  seges,  em- 
bracing Isis  while  she  cascaded  in  his  urn 
Mrs  Jenkins  was  present  also,  in  a  loose 
bed-gown,  without  either  cap  or  handker- 
chief; but  she  seemed  to  be  as  little  compos 
mentis  as  her  mistress,  and  acted  so  many 
cross  j)urposes  in  the  course  of  her  attend- 
ance, that,  between  the  two,  Lismahago  had 
occasion  for  all  his  philosophy.  As  for  Lid- 
dy,  I  thought  the  poor  girl  would  have  ac- 
tually lost  her  senses.  The  good  woman  of 
the  house  had  shifted  her  linen,  and  put  her 
into  bed  ;  but  she  was  seized  with  the  idea 
that  her  uncle  had  perished,  and,  in  this  per- 
suasion, made  a  dismal  outcry  ;  nor  did  she 
pay  the  least  regard  to  what  T  said,  when  I 
solemnly  assured  her  he  was  safe.  Mr  Bram- 
ble hearing  the  noise,  and  being  informed 
of  her  apprehension,  desired  she  might  be 
broufjht  into  his  chamber  ;  and  she  no  sooner 
received  this  intimation,  than  she  ran  thither 
half  naked,  with  the  wildest  expression  of 
eagerness  in  her  countenance.  Seeing  the 
squire  sitting  up  in  the  bed,  she  sprung  for- 
wards, and  throwing  her  arms  about  his 
neck,  exclaimed,  in  a  most  pathetic  tone, — 
"  Are  you — are  you  indeed,  my  uncle  ! — My 
dear  uncle  ! — My  best  friend  ! — My  father! — 
Are  you  really  living?  or  is  it  an  illusion  of 
my  poor  brain  V  Honest  Matthew  was  so 
much  affected,  that  he  could  not  help  shed- 
ding tears,  while  he  kissed  her  forehead, 
saying — "  My  dear  Liddy,  I  hope  I  shall 
live  long  enough  to  show  how  sensible  I  am 
of  your  afl^ection.  But  your  spirits  are  flut- 
tered child — you  want  rest — go  to  bed  and 
compose  yourself"  "  Well,  I  will,"  she 
replied ;  "  but  still  methinks  this  cannot 
be  real.  The  coach  was  full  of  water — my 
uncle  was  under  us.  Gracious  God !  you 
was  under  water — how  did  you  get  ouf 
Tell  me  that ;  or  I  shall  think  this  is  all  a 
deception."  "  In  what  manner  I  was  brought 
out,  I  know  as  little  as  you  do,  my  dear," 
said  the  squire  :  "  and  truly  that  is  a  circum- 
stance of  which  I  want  to  be  informed."  I 
would  have  given  him  a  detail  of  the  whole 
adventure,  but  he  would  not  hear  me  until  I 
should  change  my  clothes  ;  so  that  I  had 
only  time  to  tell  him,  that  he  owed  his  life 
to  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  Clinker ;  and 
having  given  him  this  hint,  I  conducted  my 
sister  to  her  own  chamber. 

This  accident  happened  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  in  little  more  tlian 
half  an  hour  the  hurricane  was  a.l  over  ;  but 
as  the  carriage  was  found  to  be  so  much 
damaged,  that  it  couL  not  proceed  without 
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considerable  repairs,  a  Llack?niilh  hiuI  wlieel- 
wriglit  were  iiiiincdiately  s^eiit  for  vOtiie  next 
market-town,  ami  wc  coiijrrati'.lated  ourselves 
upon  beii\o[  housed  nt  an  iini,  wliicli,  lliouijli 
remote  from  tlie  post-rotid,  afiurdtMi  exceed- 
ing good  lodging.  The  women  being  pretty 
well  composed,  and  tiie  men  all  afoot,  my 
uncle  sent  for  his  servant,  and,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Lismahago  and  me,  accosted  him 
in  these  words  :  "  So,  Clinker,  I  find  you 
are  resolved  I  shan't  die  by  water.  As  you 
have  fished  me  up  from  tiie  bottom  at  your 
own  risk,  you  arc  at  least  entitled  to  all  the 
money  that  was  in  my  pocket,  and  there  it 
is."  So  saying,  he  presented  him  with  a 
purse  containing  thirty  guineas,  and  a  ring 
nearly  of  the  same  value.  "  Cod  forbid  !" 
cried  Clinker,  "  your  honour  shall  excuse 
me.  I  am  a  poor  fellow  ;  but  I  have  a  heart. 
O  !  if  your  honour  did  but  know  how  I  re- 
joiced to  see — blessed  be  his  holy  name,  that 
made  me  tl;e  humble  instrument — but  as  for 
ihr  lucre  of  gain,  I  renounce  it.  I  have  done 
no  more  than  my  duty  ;  no  more  than  I 
would  have  done  for  the  most  worthless  of 
my  fellow-creatures  ;  no  more  than  I  would 
have  done  for  Captain  Lismahago,  or  Archy 
M'AJpine,  or  any  sinner  upon  earth  ;  but,  for 
your  worship,  I  would  go  through  fire  as  well 
as  water." 

"  I  do  believe  it,  Humphry,'  said  the 
squire  ;  "  but  as  you  think  it  was  your  duty 
to  save  my  life  at  the  hazard  of  your  own,  I 
think  it  mine  to  express  the  sense  I  have  of 
vour  extraordinary  fidelity  and  attachment — 
t  insist  upon  your  receiving  this  small  token 
of  my  gratitude  ;  but  don't  imagine  that  I 
look  upon  this  as  an  adequate  recompense 
for  the  service  you  have  done  me.  I  have 
determined  to  settle  thirty  pounds  a-year 
upon  you  for  life  ;  and  I  desire  these  gentle- 
men to  bear  witness  to  this  my  intention, 
of  which  I  have  a  memorandum  in  rny  pocket- 
book."  *'  Lord  make  me  thankful  for  all  these 
mercies!"  cried  Clinker,  sobbing;  "  I  have 
been  a  poor  bankrupt  from  the  bofrinning. 
Your  lionour's  goodness  found  me,  wlieu  I 
was — naked — when  I  was — sick  and  forlorn 
— I  understand  your  honour's  looks — I  would 
not  give  offence — but  my  heart  is  very  full — 
and  if  your  worship  won't  give  me  leave  to 
speak — I  must  vent  it  in  prayers  to  Heaven 
for  my  benefactor."  When  he  quitted  the 
room,  Lismahago  said,  he  should  have  a  much 
better  opinion  of  liis  honesty,  if  he  did  not 
whine  and  cant  so  abonnnably  ;  but  that  he 
had  always  observed  those  weeping  and  pray- 
ing fellows  were  hypocrites  at  bottom.  Mr 
Bramble  made  no  reply  t)  this  sarcastic 
remark;  proceeding  from  the  lieutenant's  re- 
Eentment  of  Clinker's  having,  in  pure  sim- 
plicity or  heart,  ranked  him  with  M'Alpine 
and  the  sinners  of  the  earth.  The  landlord 
being  called  to  receive  some  orders  about 
the  beds,  told  the  squire,  that  his  house  was 
rerv  much  at  his  service,  but  he  was  sure  he 


should  not  have  the  honour  to  lodge  him  &nii 
his  company.  He  gave  him  to  understand 
that  his  master,  who  lived  hard  by,  would 
not  sufi'er  us  to  be  at  a  public  house,  when 
tiiere  was  an  accommodation  for  us  at  lus 
own  ;  and  that,  if  he  had  not  dined  abroad  in 
the  neighbourhood,  he  would  have  undoubt- 
edly come  to  offer  his  services  at  our  first 
arrival.  He  then  launched  out  in  praise  of 
that  gentleman,  whom  he  had  served  as  but- 
ler, representing  him  as  a  perfect  miracle  of 
goodness  and  generosity.  He  said  he  was  a 
person  of  great  learning,  and  allowed  to  be 
the  best  farmer  in  the  country — that  he  had 
a  lady  who  was  as  much  beloved  as  himself, 
and  an  only  son,  a  very  hopeful  young  gen- 
tleman, just  recovered  from  a  dangerous 
fever,  which  had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to 
the  whole  family;  for,  if  the  sou  had  died, 
he  was  sure  tiie  parents  would  not  have  sur- 
vived their  loss.  He  had  not  yet  finished 
the  encomium  of  Mr  Dennison,  when  tiiis 
gentleman  arrived  in  a  post-chaise,  and  hin 
appearance  seemed  to  justify  all  that  had 
been  said  in  his  favour.  He  is  pretty  wejl 
advanced  in  years,  but  hale,  robust  and  fiorid, 
with  an  ingenuous  countenance,  expressive 
of  good  sense  and  humanity.  Having  con- 
doled with  us  on  the  accident  whicii  had 
happened,  he  said  he  was  come  to  conduct 
us  to  his  habitation,  where  we  should  be  less 
incommoded  than  at  such  a  paltry  inn,  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  ladies  would  not 
be  the  woree  for  going  thither  in  his  carriage, 
as  the  distance  was  not  above  a  quarter  of  a 
mile.  My  uncle  having  made  a  proper  re- 
turn to  tliis  courteous  exhibition,  eyed  him 
attentively,  and  then  asked  if  ho  had  not 
been  at  Oxford,  a  commoner  of  Queen's 
college ;  when  Mr  Dennison  answered,— 
"  Yes,"  with  some  marks  of  surprise.  "Look 
atme,  then,"  said  our  squire,  "and  let  us  see  if 
you  can  recollect  the  features  of  an  old  tViend, 
whom  you  have  not  seen  these  forty  years." 
The  gentleman,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  and 
gazing  at  him  earnestly, — "  I  protest,"  cried 
he,  "I  do  tliink  I  recal  the  idea  of  Matthew 
Lloyd  of  Glamorganshire,  who  was  student 
of  Jesus."  "  Well  remembered,  my  deai 
friend  Charles  Dennison  (exclaimed  jiiy  un- 
cle, pressing  him  to  his  breast),  1  am  that 
very  identical  Matthew  Lloyd  of  Glamorgan." 
Clinker,  who  had  just  entered  the  room  with 
some  coals  for  the  fire,  no  sooner  heard  these 
words,  than,  throwing  down  the  scuttle  on 
the  toes  of  Lismahago,  he  began  to  caper  aa 
if  he  was  mad,  crying, — "  Matthew  Lloyd 
of  Glamorgan  !  O  Providence  !  Matthew- 
Lloyd  of  Glamorgan  1"  Then,  clasping  my 
uncle's  knees,  he  went  on  in  this  manner — 
"  Your  worship  must  forgive  me — Matthew 
Lloyd  of  Glamorgan  ! — O  Lord,  sir  ! — I  can't 
contain  myself  I — I  shall  lose  my  senses — ' 
"  Nay,  thou  hast  lost  them  already,  I  be 
lieve,"  said  the  squire,  peevishly  ;  "  pr'ythee, 
Clinker,   be   quiet — what    is   the    matter''" 
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ILu.hwjv^,  tumbling  in  his  bosom,  pulled  out 
an  olti  wwvydpn  snutf-box,  which  he  presented 
in  great  trtfuJation  to  his  master,  who,  open- 
ing it  immtoiately,  perceived  a  small  corne- 
iian  seal,  and  vwo  scraps  of  paper.  At  sight 
of  tlicse  artitk-s  he  started,  and  changed 
•olour,  and  casini?  his  eye  upon  the  inscrip- 
.ions — "  lla  I — hovr ! — what ! — where,"  cried 
iie,  "is  the  persuti  here  named!"  Clinker, 
knocking  his  own  oreast,  could  hardly  pro- 
nounce those  words. — "Here — here — here  is 
Matthew  Lloyd,  us  lAf-  certificate  showeth. 
Humphry  Clinker  was  tne  name  of  the  far-- 
rier  that  took  me  'p.fcn'ice."  "  And  who 
gave  you  these  tokens  V  said  my  uncle,  has- 
tily. "  My  poor  mother  ou  her  death-bed," 
replied  the  other.  "  Ari<i  who  was  your 
mother?  "Dorothy  Twy'oid,  an'  please 
your  honour,  heretofore  ba>-Keeper  at  the 
Angel  at  Chippenham."  "And  why  were 
not  these  tokens  produced  bttO)re!"  "My 
mother  told  me  she  had  wrote  lo  Glamor- 
ganshire, at  the  time  of  my  birth,  iMjt  iiad  no 
answer  ;  and  that  afterwards,  whtn  she  made 
inquiry,  there  was  no  such  per&un  in  that 
county."  "  And  so,  in  consequerice  of  my 
changing  my  name,  and  going  abroa<l  at  that 
very  time,  tiiy  poor  mother  and  thou  have 
been  left  to  want  and  misery — I  am  really 
shocked  at  the  consequence  of  my  own  fully." 
Then,  laying  his  hand  on  Clinker's  head,  he 
added, — "  Stand  forth,  Matthew  Lloyd — you 
see,  gentlemen,  how  the  sins  of  my  youth 
rise  up  in  judgment  against  me — here  is  my 
direction  written  with  my  own  hand,  and  a 
seal  which  I  left  at  the  woman's  request? 
and  this  is  a  certificate  of  the  child's  baptism, 
signed  by  the  curate  of  the  parish."  The 
company  were  not  a  little  surprised  at  this 
discovery  ;  upon  which  Mr  Dennison  face- 
tiously congratulated  both  the  father  and  the 
son  :  lor  my  part,  I  shook  my  new  found 
cousin  heartily  by  the  hand  ;  and  Lismahago 
complimented  him  with  the  tears  in  his  eyes  ; 
for  he  had  been  hopping  about  the  room, 
swearing  in  broad  Scotch,  and  bellowing  with 
tl)C  pain  occasioned  by  the  fall  of  the  coal- 
scuttle upon  his  foot.  He  had  even  vowed 
to  drive  the  saul  out  of  the  body  of  that  mad 
rascal :  but,  perceiving  the  unexpected  turn 
which  things  had  taken,  he  wished  him  joy 
of  his  good  fortune,  observing,  that  it  went 
very  near  his  heart,  as  he  was  like  to  be  a 
great  toe  out  of  pocket  by  the  discovery. 
Mr  Dennison  now  desired  to  know  for  what 
reason  my  uncle  had  changfed  the  name  by 
which  he  knew  him  at  Oxford ;  and  our 
equire  satisfied  him,  by  answering  to  this 
effect.  "  1  took  my  mother's  name,  which 
was  Llovd,  as  heir  to  her  lands  in  Glamor- 
ganshire ;  but,  when  I  came  of  age,  1  sold 
that  property,  in  order  to  clear  my  paternal 
f'.atnte,  and  resumed  my  real  name ;  so  that 
I  aim  now  Matthew  Bramble  of  Brambleton- 
iiall,  in  Monmouthshire,  at  yourser\"ice  ;  and 
Jus  is  ray  nephew  Jeremy  Melfoid  of  Bel- 


field,  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan."  At  thaf 
instant  the  ladies  entering  tlie  room,  he  pre- 
sented Mrs  Tabitha  as  his  sister,  and  Liddy 
as  his  nieces  The  old  gentleman  saluteJ 
them  very  cordially,  and  seemed  struck  with 
the  appearance  of  my  sister,  whom  he  couW 
not  help  surveying  with  a  mixture  of  com- 
placency and  surprise.  "  Sister,"  said  my 
uncle,  "there  is  a  poor  relation  that  recom- 
mends  himself  to  your  good  graces.  The 
quondam  Humphry  Clinker  is  metamorpho- 
sed into  Matthew  Lloyd,  and  claims  the  lion- 
our  of  being  your  carnal  kinsman.  In  short, 
the  rogue  proves  to  be  a  crab  of  my  own 
planting,  in  the  days  of  hot  blood  and  unre- 
strained libertinism."  Clinker  iiad  by  this 
time  dropped  upon  one  knee,  by  the  side  of 
Mrs  Tabitha,  who,  eyeing  him  askance,  and 
flirting  her  fan  with  marks  of  agitation, 
thought  proper,  after  some  conflict,  to  hold 
out  her  hand  for  him  to  kiss,  saying,  with  a 
demure  aspect, — "  Brother,  you  have  been 
very  wicked  ;  but  I  hope  you'll  live  to  see 
the  folly  of  your  ways — I  am  very  sorry  to 
say,  the  young  man,  whom  you  have  this  day 
acknowledged,  has  more  grace  and  religion, 
by  the  gift  of  God,  than  you  with  all  your 
profane  learning,  and  repeated  opportunity — 
I  do  think  he  has  got  the  trick  of  the  eye, 
and  the  tip  of  the  nose,  of  my  uncle  Lloyd 
of  Flluydwellin ;  and,  as  for  the  long  chin,  it 
is  the  very  moral  of  the  governor's.  Brother, 
as  you  have  changed  his  name,  pray  change 
his  dress  also  ;  that  livery  doth  not  become 
any  person  that  hath  got  our  blood  in  hia 
veins."  Liddy  seemed  much  pleased  with 
this  acquisition  to  the  family — she  took  hirr. 
by  the  hand,  declaring  she  should  always  be 
proud  to  own  her  connection  with  a  virtuous 
young  man,  who  had  given  so  many  proofs 
of  his  gratitude  and  affection  to  her  uncle. 
Mrs  Winifred  Jenkins,  extremely  fluttered 
between  her  surprise  at  this  discovery,  and 
the  apprehension  of  losing  her  sweetheart, 
exclaimed,  in  a  giggling  tone, — "  I  wish  you 
joy,  Mr  Clinker — Floyd,  I  would  say — hi, 
hi,  hi ! — you'll  be  so  proud,  you  won't  look  at 
your  poor  fellow-servants,  oh,  oh  !"  Honest 
Clinker  owned  he  was  overjoyed  at  his  good 
fortune,  which  was  greater  than  he  deserved 
— "  But  wherefore  should  1  be  proud  V  said 
he  ;  "a  poor  object,  conceived  in  sin,  and 
brought  forth  in  iniquity,  nursed  in  a  parish 
workhouse,  and  bred  in  a  smithy — whenever 
I  seem  proud,  Mrs  Jenkins,  I  beg  of  you  to 
put  me  in  mind  of  the  condition  I  was  in 
when  I  first  saw  you  between  Chippenham 
and  Marlborough." 

When  this  momentous  aflliir  was  dis- 
cussed to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned, the  weather  being  dry,  the  ladies 
declined  the  carriage  ;  so  that  we  walked  all 
together  to  Mr  Dennison's  house,  where  wo 
found  the  tea  ready  prepared  by  his  lady,  an 
amiable  matron,  who  received  us  with  all  tha 
benevolence  of  hospi  ility,     Thp  house  if 
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old  fashioned  and  irrogiilar,  but  lod^eable 
and  commodious.  To  the  soutli  it  has  tlie 
river  in  trout,  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred 
jiaces ;  and  on  tlie  norlli  there  is  a  rising 
o^round,  covered  witli  an  agreeable  planta- 
tion :  the  greens  and  walks  are  kept  in  tiie 
iiiccst  order,  and  all  is  rural  and  romantic. 
I  have  not  yet  seen  the  young  gentleman, 
who  is  on  a  visit  to  a  friend  in  the  neigli- 
bourhood,  from  whoso  house  he  is  not  ex- 
pected till  to-morrow. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  there  is  a  man  going 
to  the  next  market  town  with  letters  for  the 
post,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  send  you  the 
history  of  this  day,  wiiich  has  been  remark- 
ably full  of  adventures;  and  you  will  own 
I  give  you  them  like  a  beefsteak  at  Dolly's, 
kot  and  hot,  without  ceremony  and  parade, 
just  as  they  conic  froju  the  recollection  of 
yours,         '  J.  .AIELFORD. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dear  Dick, — Since  the  last  trouble  I 
gave  you,  I  have  met  with  a  variety  of  in- 
cidents, some  of  them  of  a  singular  nature, 
which  I  reserve  as  a  fund  for  conversation  ; 
but  there  are  others  so  interesting,  that  they 
will  not  keep  in  petto  till  meeting. 

Know,  then,  it  was  a  thousand  pounds  to 
a  sixpence,  that  you  should  now  be  execu- 
ting my  will,  instead  of  perusing  my  letter! 
Two  days  ago,  our  coach  was  overturned  in 
the  midst  of  a  rapid  river,  where  my  life 
was  saved  with  the  utmost  ditliculty,  by  the 
courage,  activity,  and  presence  of  mind,  of 
mv  servant  Humphry  Clinker.  But  this  is 
not  the  most  surprising  circumstance  of  the 
adventure.  The  said  Humphry  Clinker 
proves  to  be  Matthew  Lloyd,  natural  son  of 
one  Matthew  Lloyd  of  Glamorgan,  if  you 
know  any  such  person.  You  see,  doctor, 
that,  notwithstanding  all  your  philosophy,  it 
is  not  without  reason  that  we  Welshmen 
ascribe  such  energy  to  the  force  of  blood. — 
But  we  shall  discuss  this  point  on  some  fu- 
ture occasion. 

This  is  not  the  only  discovery  which  I 
made  in  consequence  of  our  disaster.  We 
happened  to  be  wrecked  upon  a  friendly 
phorc.  The  lord  of  the  manor  is  no  other 
than  Charles  Dennison,  our  fellow-rake  at 
f)xford.  We  are  now  happily  housed  with 
that  gentleman,  who  has  really  attained  to 
that  pilch  of  rural  felicity  at  whicli  I  have 
been  aspiring  these  twenty  years  in  vain. 
He  IS  blessed  witii  a  consort,  wiiose  dispo- 
sition is  suited  to  his  own  in  all  respects  ; 
tender,  generous,  and  benevolent.  She, 
moreover,  possesses  an  uncommon  share  of 
understanding,  fortitude,  and  discretion,  and 
is  admirably  qualified  to  be  his  companion, 
confidant,  counsellor,  and  coadjutrix.  These 
excellent  persons  have  an  only  son,  about 
nineteen  years  of  aoje,  ju.st  such  a  youth  as 


they  could  have  wished  that  Heaven  would 
bestow,  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  their  enjoy- 
ment. Ill  a  word,  they  know  no  other  alloy 
to  their  iiappiness,  but  their  apprehension 
and  anxiety  about  the  life  and  concerns  of 
this  beloved  object. 

Our  old  friend,  who  had  the  misfortur^.e  to 
be  a  second  brother,  was  bred  to  the  law, 
and  even  called  to  the  bar ;  but  he  did  not 
find  himself  qualified  to  shine  in  that  pro- 
vince, and  had  very  little  inclination  for  his 
])rofession.  He  disobliged  his  father,  by 
marrying  fur  love,  without  any  consideration 
of  fortune;  so  that  he  had  little  or  nothing 
to  depend  upon  for  some  years  but  his  prac- 
tice, which  allbrdcd  him  a  bare  subsistence ; 
and  the  j)rospect  of  an  increasing  family  be- 
gan to  give  him  disturbance  and  disquiet. 
In  the  mean  time,  his  father  dying,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  eldest  brother,  a  "fox-hunter  and 
a  sot,  who  neglected  his  alfairs,  insulted  and 
oppressed  his  servants,  and  in  a  few  years  had 
well-nigh  ruined  the  estate,  w'hon  he  was 
happily  carried  otf  by  a  fever,  tlie  immediate 
consequence  of  a  debauch.  Charles,  with 
the  approbation  of  his  wife,  immediately  de- 
termined to  quit  business,  and  retire  into  the 
country,  although  this  resolution  was  stren- 
uously and  zealously  opposed  by  every  in- 
dividual whom  he  consulted  on  the  subject. 
Those  who  had  tried  the  experiment  assured 
him,  that  he  could  not  pretend  to  breathe  in 
the  country  for  less  than  double  of  what 
his  estate  produced  ;  that,  in  order  to  be  up- 
on the  footing  of  a  gentleman,  he  vvoidd  be 
obliged  to  keep  horses,  hounds,  carriages, 
with  a  suitable  number  of  servants,  and 
maintain  an  elegant  table  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  his  neighbours  ;  that  farming  was  a 
mystery  known  only  to  those  who  had  been 
bred  uj)  to  it  from  the  cradle,  the  success  of 
it  depending  not  only  upon  skill  and  indus- 
try, but  also  upon  such  attention  and  ccono 
my  as  no  gentleman  could  be  supposed  to 
give  or  practise  :  accordingly,  every  attempt 
made  by  gentlemen  miscarried,  and  not  a 
few  had  been  ruined  by  their  prosecution  of 
agriculture  ;  nay,  they  affirmed,  that  he 
would  find  it  cheaper  to  buy  hay  and  oats  for 
his  cattle,  and  go  to  market  for  his  poultry, 
eggs,  kitchen-herbs,  and  roots,  and  every  the 
most  inconsiderable  article  of  house-keep- 
ing, than  to  have  those  articles  produced  on 
his  own  ground. 

These  objections  did  not  deter  Mr  Denni- 
son, because  they  were  chiefly  founded  upon 
the  supposition,  that  he  would  be  obliged  to 
lead  a  life  of  extravagance  and  dissipation, 
which  he  and  his  consort  equally  detested, 
despised,  and  determined  to  avoid.  The 
objects  he  had  in  view,  were  health  of  body, 
peace  of  mind,  and  the  private  satisfaction 
of  domestic  quiet,  unalloyed  by  actual  want, 
and  uninterrupted  by  the  fears  of  indigence 
He  was  very  moderate  in  his  estimate  ol 
the  necessaries,  and  even  of  the  comfort.'!  i.-' 
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life  :  he  required  nothing  but  wholesomn  air, 
pure  water,  agreeable  exercise,  plain  diet, 
convenient  lodging,  and  decent  apparel.  He 
reflected,  that,  if  a  peasant,  without  educa- 
tion, or  any  great  share  of  natural  sagacity, 
could  maintain  a  large  family,  and  even  be- 
come opulent,  upon  a  farm  forwhich  he  paid 
an  annual  rent  of  two  or  three  hundred 
j)0unds  to  the  landlord,  surely  he  himself 
migiit  hope  for  some  success  from  his  Indus- 
try,  having  no  rent  to  pay,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, throe  or  four  hundred  pounds  a-year 
to  receive.  lie  considered  that  the  earth 
was  an  indulgent  mother,  that  yielded  her 
fruits  to  all  her  children  without  distinction. 
He  had  studied  the  theory  of  agriculture 
with  a  degree  of  eagerness  and  delight ;  and 
l:e  could  not  conceive  there  was  any  mystery 
in  the  practice  but  what  he  should  be  able  to 
disclose  by  dint  of  care  and  dpplication. 
With  respect  to  houshold  expense,  he  enter- 
ed into  a  minute  detail  and  investigation,  by 
which  he  perceived  the  assertions  of  his 
friends  were  altogether  erroneous.  He  found 
he  should  save  sixty  pounds  a-year  in  the 
single  article  of  house  rent,  and  as  much 
more  in  pocket-money  and  contingencies  ; 
that  even  butcher's  meat  was  twenty  per 
cent  cheaper  in  the  country  than  in  London ; 
but  that  poultry,  and  almost  every  other  cir- 
cumstance of  house-keeping,  might  be  had 
for  less  than  one-half  of  wliat  they  cost  in 
town  ;  besides  a  considerable  saving  on  the 
side  of  dress,  in  being  delivered  from  the 
oppressive  imposition  of  ridiculous  modes, 
invented  by  ignorance,  and  adopted  by  folly. 

As  to  the  danger  of  vying  with  the  rich  in 
pomp  and  equipage,  it  never  gave  him  the 
least  disturbance.  He  was  now  turned  of 
forty  ;  and  having  livod  half  that  time  in  the 
busy  scenes  of  life,  was  well  skilled  in  the 
science  of  mankind.  There  cannot  be  in 
nature  a  more  contemptible  figure,  than  that 
of  a  man,  who,  with  five  hundred  pounds  a- 
year,  presumes  to  rival  in  expense  a  neigh- 
!:our  who  possesses  five  times  that  income. 
His  ostentation,  far  from  concealing,  serves 
only  to  discover  his  indigence,  and  render 
nis  vanity  the  more  shocking;  for  it  attracts 
the  eyes  of  censure,  and  excites  the  spirit 
of  inquiry.  There  is  not  a  family  in  the 
county,  nor  a  servant  in  his  house,  nor  a 
farmer  in  the  parish,  but  what  knows  the 
utmost  farthing  that  his  lands  produce  ;  and 
all  these  behold  him  with  scorn  or  compass- 
ion. I  am  surprised  that  these  reflections  do 
not  occur  to  persons  in  this  unhappy  dilem- 
ma, and  produce  a  salutary  effect ;  but  the 
truth  is,  of  all  the  passions  incident  to  human 
nature,  vanity  is  that  which  most  eficctually 
jiervcrts  the  faculties  of  the  understanding; 
nay,  it  sometimes  becomes  so  incredibly  de- 
praved, as  to  aspire  at  infamy,  and  find  plea- 
Hure  in  bearing  the  stigmas  of  reproach. 

[  have  now  given  you  a  sketch  of  the 
vliaracU.-r   and    situation   of  Mr  Dennison. 


when  he  came  down  to  take  possession  of 
his  estate  ;  but  as  the  messenger,  who  car. 
ries  the  letters  to  the  next  town,  is  just  set- 
ting ofl^,  I  shall  reserve  what  farther  I  have 
to  say  on  this  subject  till  the  next  post,  when 
you  shall  certainly  hear  from  yours,  always, 
Mx\TT.  BRAMBLE. 
0:toher  S. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

Once  more,  dear  doctor,  I  resume  the 
pen  for  your  amusement.  It  was  on  the 
morning  after  our  arrival,  that,  walking  out 
with  my  friend  Mr  Dennison,  I  could  not  help 
breaking  fijrth  into  the  warmest  express- 
ions of  applause  at  the  beauty  of  the  scene, 
which  is  really  enchanting ;  and  I  signified, 
in  particular,  how  much  1  was  pleased  with 
the  disposition  of  some  detached  groves, 
that  afforded  at  once  shelter  and  ornament 
to  his  habitation. 

"  When  I  took  possession  of  these  lands, 
about  two-and-twenty  years  ago,"  said  he, 
"there  was  not  a  tree  standing  within  a 
mile  of  the  house,  except  those  of  an  old 
neglected  orchard,  which  produced  nothing 
but  leaves  and  moss.  It  was  in  the  gloomy 
month  of  November  when  I  arrived,  and 
found  the  house  in  such  a  condition,  that  it 
might  have  beeu  justly  styled  the  tower  of 
desolation.  The  court-yard  was  covered 
with  nettles  and  docks,  and  the  garden  ex- 
hibited such  a  rank  plantation  of  weeds  as  I 
had  never  seen  before  ;  the  window-shutters 
were  falling  in  pieces  ;  the  sashes  broken, 
and  owls  and  jack-daws  had  taken  possess- 
ion  of  the  chimneys.  The  prospect  within 
was  still  more  dreary.  All  was  dark  and 
damp,  and  dirty  beyond  description ;  the 
rain  penetrated  into  several  parts  of  the 
roof;  in  some  apartments  the  very  floors 
had  given  way ;  the  liangings  were  parted 
from  the  walls,  and  shaking  in  mouldy  rem- 
nants ;  the  glasses  were  dropping  out  of  their 
frames ;  the  family  pictures  were  covered 
with  dust ;  and  all  the  chairs  and  tables 
worm-eaten  and  crazy.  There  was  not  a 
bed  in  the  house  that  could  be  used,  except 
one  old-fashioned  machine  with  a  high  gilt 
tc?;ter,  and  fringed  curtains  of  yellow  mo- 
hair, which  had  been,  for  aught  I  knov/,  two 
centuries  in  the  family.  In  short,  there  was 
no  furniture  but  the  utensils  of  the  kitchen  ; 
and  the  cellar  afforded  nothing  but  a  few 
empty  butts  and  barrels,  that  stunk  so  abomi- 
nably, that  I  would  not  suffer  any  body  to 
enter  it,  until  I  had  flf\shcd  a  considerable 
quantity  of  gunpowder,  to  qualify  the  foul 
air  within. 

"  An  old  cottager  and  Ins  wife,  who  were 
iiired  to  lie  in  the  house,  had  loft  it  with  pre- 
cipitation,  alleging,  among  other  causes  of 
retreat,  that  they  could  not  sleep  for  fright, 
ful  noises,  and  that  my  poor  brother  certainlf 
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walked  afier  death.  In  a  wonl,  the  house 
appeared  luiinhiibitable ;  the  barn,  stable 
and  oul-lioii?es  wore  in  ruins,  all  the  fences 
broken  down,  and  the  liekls  lying  waste. 

"The  farnior  who  kept  the  key,  never 
dreamed  I  had  any  intention  to  live  upon  the 
spot.  lie  rented  a  farm  of  si.\ty  pounds,  and 
his  lease  was  just  expirinir.  lie  had  formed 
a  scheme  of  being  appointed  bailiff  to  the 
estate,  and  of  converting  the  house  and  the 
adjacent  grounds  to  his  own  use.  A  hint  of 
this  intention  I  received  from  the  curate,  at 
my  first  arrival ;  I  therefore  did  not  pay 
much  regard  to  what  he  said  by  way  of  dis- 
couraging me  from  coming  to  settle  in  the 
country  ;  but  I  was  a  little  startled  when  he 
gave  me  warning  that  he  should  quit  the 
farm  at  the  expiration  of  his  lease,  unless  I 
would  abate  considerably  in  the  rent. 

'•  At  this  period  I  accidently  becaiTie  ac- 
quainted witii  a  person,  whose  friendship 
laid  the  foundation  of  all  my  prosperity.  In 
the  ne.xt  market  town,  I  chanced  to  dine  at 
an  inn  with  a  Mr  Wilson,  who  has  lately 
come  to  settle  in  tiie  neighbourhood.  He 
iiad  been  lieutenant  of  a  man-of-war,  but 
quitted  the  sea  in  some  disgust,  and  married 
the  only  daughter  of  farmer  Bland,  who  lives 
in  this  parish,  and  has  acquired  a  cood  for- 
tune in  the  way  of  husbandry.  Wilson  is 
one  of  the  best-natured  men  I  ever  knew ; 
brave,  frank,  obliging  and  ingenuous.  Ho 
liked  my  conversation  ;  I  was  cliarmed  with 
liis  liberal  manner:  an  acquaintance  imme- 
diately commenced,  and  this  was  soon  im- 
proved into  a  friendship  without  reserve. 
There  are  characters,  which,  like  similar 
particles  of  matter,  strongly  attract  each 
other.  He  forthwith  introduced  me  to  his 
father-in-law,  farmer  Bland,  who  was  well 
acquainted  with  every  acre  of  my  estate,  of 
consequence  well  qualified  to  advise  me  on 
this  occasion.  Finding  I  was  inclined  to 
embrace  a  country  life,  and  even  to  amuse 
myself  with  the  occupations  of  farming,  he 
approved  of  my  design.  He  gave  me  to  un- 
derstand that  ill  my  farms  were  underlet, 
that  the  estate  was  capable  of  great  improve- 
ment, that  there  was  plenty  of  chalk  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  that  my  own  ground 
produced  excellent  marl  tor  manure.  With 
respect  to  the  farm,  which  was  like  to  fall 
into  my  hands,  he  said  he  would  willingly 
take  it  at  the  present  rent ;  but  at  the  same 
time  owned,  that  if  I  would  expend  two  hun- 
dred pounds  in  inclosures,  it  would  be  worth 
more  than  double  the  sum. 

"  Thus  encouraged,  I  began  the  execution 
of  my  scheme  without  further  delay,  and 
plunged  into  a  sea  of  expense,  though  I  had 
no  fund  in  reserve,  and  the  whole  produce 
of  the  estate  did  not  exceed  three  hundred 
pounds  a-year.  In  one  week  my  house  was 
made  weather-tight,  and  thoroughly  cleansed 
from  top  to  bottom ;  then  it  was  well  ven- 
tilsted,  by  throwing  all  the  doors  and  win- 


dows open,  and  making  blazing  liies  of  wood 
iii  every  cliinincy  from  the  kitchen  to  the 
garrets.  Tiio  lloors  were  repaired,  the 
saslies  new  glazed,  and,  out  of  the  old  furni- 
ture of  the  whole  house,  I  made  shill  to  fit 
up  a  parlour  and  three  chambers,  in  a  j)lain, 
yet  decent  manner.  The  court-yard  was 
cleared  of  weeds  and  rubbish,  and  my  friend 
Wilson  charged  himself  with  the  dressing 
of  the  garden.  Bricklayers  were  set  at  work 
upon  the  barn  and  stable ;  and  labourers  en- 
gaged to  restore  the  fences,  and  l>ogin  the 
work  of  hedging  and  ditching,  under  the 
direction  of  farmer  Bland,  at  whoso  recom- 
mendation I  hired  a  careful  hind  to  lie  in  the 
house,  and  keep  constant  fires  in  the  apart- 
ments. 

"  Having  taken  those  measures,  I  returned 
to  London,  where  I  forthwith  sold  olT  my 
household  furniture,  and,  in  three  weeks 
from  my  first  visit,  brought  my  wife  hither 
to  keep  her  Christmas.  Considering  the 
gloomy  season  of  the  year,  the  dreariness  of 
the  place,  and  the  decayed  aspect  of  our 
habitation,  I  was  afraid  that  her  resolution 
would  sink  under  the  sudden  transition  from 
a  town  life  to  such  a  melancholy  state  of 
rustication  ;  but  I  was  agreeably  disappoint- 
ed :  she  found  the  reality  less  uncomfortable 
than  the  picture  I  had  drawn.  By  this  time, 
indeed,  things  were  mended  in  appearance. 
The  out-houses  had  risen  out  of  their  ruins; 
the  pigeon-house  was  rebuilt,  and  replenish- 
ed by  Wilson,  who  also  put  my  garden  in 
decent  order,  and  provided  a  good  stock  of 
poultry,  which  made  an  agreeable  figure  in 
my  yard  ;  and  the  house,  on  the  whole, 
looked  like  the  habitation  of  human  crea- 
tures. Farmer  Bland  spared  me  a  milk-cow 
for  my  family,  and  an  ordinary  saddle-horse 
for  my  servant  to  go  to  m^irket  at  the  next 
town.  I  hired  a  country  lad  for  a  footman  ; 
the  hind's  daughter  was  my  house-maid,  and 
my  wife  had  brougiit  a  cook-maid  from  Lon- 
don. 

"  Such  was  my  family  when  T  began  house- 
keeping in  this  place,  with  three  hundred 
pounds  in  my  pocket,  raised  from  the  sale  of 
my  superlkious  furniture.  I  knew  we  should 
find  occupation  enough  through  the  day  to 
employ  our  time,  but  I  dreaded  the  long  win- 
ter evenings  ;  yet  for  these  too  we  found  a 
remedy.  The  curate,  who  was  a  single  man, 
soon  became  so  naturalized  to  the  family, 
that  he  generally  lay  in  the  house;  and  his 
company  was  equally  agreeable  and  useful. 
He  was  a  modest  man,  a  good  scholar,  and 
perfectly  well  qualified  to  instruct  me  in  such 
country  matters  as  I  wanted  to  know.  Mr 
Wilson  brought  his  wif.'  to  see  us  ;  and  she 
became  so  fund  of  Mrs  Dennison,  that  she 
said  she  was  never  so  liappy  as  when  sha 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  her  conversation.  She 
was  then  a  fine  buxom  country  lass,  exceed 
ingly  docile,  and  as  good-natured  as  hei 
husband  Jack  Wilson  ;  so  that  a  friendshiji 
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•>nsued  among  tlio  women,  which  liath  con- 
tinued to  tills  day. 

"  As  for  Jack,  he  hath  been  mj-  constant 
companion,  counsellor,  and  commissary — I 
would  not  for  a  hundred  pounds  j  ou  should 
leave  my  house  without  seeing  t.im.     Jack 

an  universal  genius — his  talents  are  really 
astonishing.  lie  is  an  excellent  carpenter, 
joiner,  and  turner,  and  a  cunning  artist  in 
iron  and  brass.  He  not  only  superintended 
my  economy,  but  also  presided  over  my  pas- 
limes.  He  tauirht  me  to  brew  beer,  to  make 
cider,  perr}^  mead,  usquebaugh,  and  plague- 
water ;  to  cook  several  outlandish  delicacies, 
such  as  alias,  pepper-pots,  pillaws,  corys, 
chahohs  and  stuffatas.  He  understands  all 
manner  of  2"ames,  from  chess  down  to  chuck- 
farthing;  sings  a  good  song,  plays  upon  the 
violin,  and  dances  a  hornpipe  with  surprising 
agility.  He  and  I  walked,  and  rode,  and 
hunted,  and  fished  together,  without  minding 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather;  and  I  am 
persuaded,  that  in  a  raw  moist  climate,  like 
this  of  England,  continual  exercise  is  as  ne- 
cessary as  food  to  the  preservation  of  the 
mdividual.  In  the  course  of  two-and-twenty 
years  there  luis  not  been  one  hour's  interrup- 
tion or  abatement  in  the  friendship  subsisting 
between  Wilson's  family  and  mine;  and, 
what  is  a  rare  instance  of  good  fortune,  that 
friendship  is  continued  to  our  children.  His 
eon  and  mine  are  nearly  of  the  same  age  and 
the  same  disposition  ;  they  have  been  bred 
up  together  at  the  same  school  and  college, 
and  love  each  other  with  the  warmest  affec- 
tion. 

"  By  Wilson's  means,  I  likewise  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  a  sensible  physician, 
who  lives  in  the  next  market  town  ;  and  his 
Fister,  an  agreeable  old  maiden,  passed  the 
Christmas  holidays  at  our  house.  Mean- 
while, I  began  my  farming  with  great  eager- 
ness, and  that  very  winter  planted  these 
groves  that  please  you  so  much.  As  for  the 
neighbouring  gentry,  I  had  no  trouble  from 
that  quarter  during  my  first  campaign  ;  they 
were  all  gone  to  town  before  I  had  settled  in 
the  country  ;  and  by  the  summer  I  had  taken 
n:easures  to  defend  myself  from  their  attacks. 
When  a  gay  equipage  came  to  my  gates,  I 
was  never  at  home  ;  those  who  visited  me  in 
a  modest  way,  I  received  ;  and,  according  to 
the  remarks  I  made  on  their  characters  and 
conversation,  either  rejected  their  advances, 
or  returned  their  civility.  I  was  in  general 
despised  among  the  fashionable  company,  as 
n  lew  fellow,  both  in  breeding  and  circum- 
stances ;  nevertheless,  I  fourxl  a  few  indivi- 
duals of  moderate  fortune,  who  gladly  adopt- 
ed my  stylo  of  living ;  and  many  others  would 
have  acceded  to  our  societ}',  had  they  not 
been  prevented  by  the  pride,  envy,  and  am- 
bition of  their  wives  and  daughters.  Those, 
in  times  of  luxury  and  dissipation,  are  the 
rocks  upon  which  all  tli  ■;  email  estates  in  the 
rountry  are  wrecked. 


"  I  reserved  in  my  ov.-n  hands  some  acret 
of  ground  adjacent  to  the  house,  for  making 
experiments  in  agriculture,  according  to  the 
directions  of  Lyle,  Tull,  Hart,  Duhamel  and 
others,  who  have  written  on  this  subject ; 
and  qualified  their  theory  with  the  practical 
observation  of  farmer  Bland,  who  was  my 
great  master  in  the  art  of  husbandry.  In 
short,  I  became  enamoured  of  a  country  life 
and  my  success  greatly  exceeded  my  expec- 
tation. I  drained  bogs,  burned  heath,  grubbed 
up  furze  and  fern  ;  I  planted  copse  and  wil 
lows  where  nothing  else  would  grow  ;  I  gra- 
dually inclosed  all  my  farms,  and  made  such 
improvements,  that  my  estate  now  yields  me 
clear  twelve  hundred  pounds  a-year.  All 
this  time  my  wife  and  I  have  enjoyed  unin- 
terrupted health,  and  a  regular  flow  of  spirits, 
except  on  a  very  few  occasions,  when  our 
cheerfulness  was  invaded  by  such  accidents 
as  are  inseparable  from  the  condition  of  life. 
I  lost  two  children  in  their  infancy  by  the 
small-pox,  so  that  I  have  one  son  only,  in 
whom  all  our  hopes  are  centered.  He  went 
yesterday  to  visit  a  friend,  with  whom  he  has 
staid  all  night,  but  he  will  be  here  to  dinner. 
I  shall  this  day  have  the  pleasure  of  present- 
ing him  to  you  and  your  family  ;  and  I  flattei 
myself  you  will  find  him  not  altogether  un 
worthy  of  your  affection. 

"  The  truth  is,  either  I  am  blinded  by  the 
partiality  of  a  parent,  or  he  is  a  boy  of  a  very 
amiable  character ;  and  yet  his  conduct  has 
given  us  unspeakable  disquiet.  You  must 
know  we  had  projected  a  match  between  him 
and  a  gentleman's  daughter  in  the  Hexf 
county,  who  will  in  all  probability  be  htiresa 
of  a  considerable  fortune;  but  it  seems  he 
had  J  personal  disgust  to  the  alliance.  He 
was  then  at  Cambridge,  and  tried  to  gain 
time  on  various  pretences  ;  but  being  pressed 
in  letters  by  his  mother  and  me  to  give  a 
definitive  answer,  he  fairly  gave  his  tutor  the 
slip,  and  disappeared  about  eight  months 
ago.  Before  he  took  this  rash  step,  he  wrote 
me  a  letter,  explaining  his  objections  to  the 
match,  and  declaring  that  he  would  keep 
himself  concealed  until  he  should  understand 
that  his  parents  would  dispense  with  his 
contracting  an  engagement  that  must  make 
him  miserable  for  life  ;  and  he  prescribed  the 
form  of  advertising  in  r.,  certain  newspaper, 
by  which  he  might  bo  appriced  of  our  senti- 
ments on  this  subject. 

"  You  may  easify  conceivo  how  much  we 
were  alarmed  and  afflicted  by  tbis  elopement, 
which  he  had  made  without  dropping  the 
least  hint  to  his  companion  Charl?s  Wilson, 
who  belonged  to  the  same  college.  We  re- 
solved to  punish  him  with  the  appearance  of 
neglect,  in  hopes  that  he  would  return  of  his 
own  accord  ;  but  he  maintained  his  nnrpose 
till  the  j'Qimg  lady  chose  a  partner  for  her- 
self; then  he  produced  himself,  and  made  his 
peace  by  the  mediation  of  Wilson.  Suppose 
^  we  should  unite  our  families,  by  joining  hiir 
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vithyoiir  niece,  who  is  one  ot'tlie  most  lovely 
rreatures  I  over  beheld.  My  wife  is  already 
as  fond  of  iicr  us  if  she  were  her  own  child  ; 
»nd  I  have  a  presentiment,  that  my  son  will 
De  cai)t;v:tod  by  l:or  at  Hr^5t  sight.''  "  Noth- 
ing could  be  more  agreeable  to  all  our  family," 
Bald  I,  "  llian  such  an  alliance;  but,  my  dear 
friend,  candour  obliges  me  to  tell  you,  that  I 
am  afraid  Liddy's  heiirt  is  not  wholly  disen- 
gaged— there  is  a  curbed  ot>.itacle — "  '*  Yoi 
mean  the  young  stroller  at  (iloucester,"  said 
he,  "  you  are  surprised  that  I  should  know 
this  circumstance;  b^t  you  will  be  more  sur- 
prised when  1  tell  you  that  stroller  is  no  other 
than  my  son  George  Dcnnison — that  v.'as  the 
character  lie  assumed  in  his  eclipse."  "  I 
am  indeed  astonislicd  and  overjoyed,"  cried 
I,  "  and  shall  be  happy  be\X)nd  expression  to 
see  your  proposal  take  effect." 

He  then  gave  me  to  understand,  that  the 
young  gentleman,  at  his  emerging  from  con- 
cealment, had  disclosed  his  passion  for  ^liss 
!Melford,  the  niece  of  Mr  Bramble  of  Mon- 
mouthshire. Though  Mr  Dennison  little 
dreamed  that  this  was  his  old  friend  Matthew 
Lloyd,  he  nevertheless  furnished  his  son  with 
proper  credentials  ;  and  he  had  been  at  Bath, 
liOndon,  and  many  other  places,  in  quest  of 
us,  to  make  himself  and  his  pretensions 
known.  The  bad  success  of  his  inquiry  had 
such  an  effect  upon  his  spirits,  that,  imme- 
diately at  his  return,  he  was  seized  with  a 
dangerous  fever,  which  overwhelmed  his  pa- 
rents with  terror*and  affliction  ;  but  he  is  now 
happily  recovered,  though  still  weak  and 
disconsolate.  My  nepiiew  joining  us  in  our 
walk,  I  informed  him  of  these  circumstances, 
with  which  he  was  wonderfully  pleased.  He 
declared  lie  would  promote  the  match  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power,  and  that  he  longed  to 
embrace  young  Mr  Dennison  as  his  friend 
and  brother.  Meanwhile,  the  fatiior  went  to 
desire  his  wife  to  communicate  this  discovery 
gradually  to  Liddy,  that  her  delicate  nerves 
alight  not  suffer  too  sudden  a  shock;  and  I 
imparted  the  particulars  to  my  sister  Tabby, 
who  expressed  some  surprise,  not  altogether 
unmixed,  I  believe,  with  an  emotion  of  envy  ; 
for,  though  she  could  have  no  objection  to  an 
alliance  at  once  so  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous, she  hesitated  in  giving  her  consent, 
on  pretence  of  the  youth  and  inexperience 
of  the  parties.  At  length,  nowever,  she  ac- 
r^uiesced,  in  consequence  of  liaving  consulted 
with  ('aptain  Lismahago. 

Mr  Dennison  took  care  to  be  in  the  way 
when  his  son  arrived  at  the  gate,  and,  with- 
out giving  lii'n  time  or  opportunity  to  make 
any  inquiry  about  the  strangers,  brought  him 
up  stairs  to  be  presented  to  Mr  Lloyd  and 
his  family.  The  first  person  he  saw,  when 
le  entered  the  room,  was  Liddy,  who,  not- 
witlwtanding  all  her  preparatioij  stood  trem- 
>i:;g  in  the  utmost  confusion.  At  sight  of 
hiB  ohiect,  he  was  t'xed  motimless  to  the 
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ffoor,  and,  gazing  at  her  with  the  utmost  ea- 
gerness of  astonishment,  exclaimed, — "Sa- 
cred heaven  !  what  is  this  I — ha  ! — where- 
fore— "  Here  his  sjKech  failing,  he  stooi 
straining  his  eyes,  in  the  most  cmphati* 
silence.  "  (Jeorge,"  said  his  father,  "  tiiis  ia 
my  friend  Mr  Lloyd.  Roused  at  this  intima- 
tion, he  turned  and  i-oc:'ivid  my  salute,  when 
I  said, — "  Young  gcntisman,  if  you  had  trust- 
ed 1110  with  your  secret  at  our  last  meeting, 
we  should  have  parted  upon  better  terms." 
Before  he  could  make  any  answer,  Jerry 
came  round  and  stood  before  him  with  oper; 
arms.  At  first  he  started  and  changed  co- 
lour ;  but,  afler  a  short  pause,  he  rushed  into 
his  embrace,  and  they  hugged  one  another 
as  if  they  had  been  intimate  friends  from  their 
infancy.  Tiien  he  jiaid  his  respects  to  Mrs 
Tabitha ;  and  advancing  to  Liddy, — "Is  it 
possible,"  cried  he,  "  that  my  senses  do  not 
play  me  false  ! — that  I  see  Miss  Melford  un- 
dcr  my  father's  roof — that  I  am  permitted  to 
speak  to  her  without  giving  offence — and 
that  her  relations  have  hotiuurcd  me  with 
their  countenance  and  protection  V  Liddy 
blushed,  and  trembled,  and  faultcred.  "  To 
be  sure,  sir,"  said  she,  "  it  is  a  very  surpris- 
ing circumstance — a  great — a  providential — 
I  really  know  not  what  I  say — but  I  beg  you 
will  think  I  have  said  what's  agreeable." 

Mrs  Dennison  interposing,  said, — "Com- 
pose yourselves,  my  dear  children.  Your 
mutual  happiness  shall  be  our  iicculiar  care." 
The  son  going  up  to  his  mother,  kissed  one 
hand ;  my  niece  bathed  the  other  with  her 
tears ;  and  the  good  old  lady  pressed  them 
both  in  their  turns  to  her  breast.  The  lovers 
were  too  much  affected  to  get  rid  of  their 
embarrassment  for  one  day  ;  but  tiie  scene 
was  much  enlivened  by  the  arrival  of  Jack 
Wilson,  who  brought,  as  usual,  some  game 
of  his  own  killing.  His  honest  countenance 
was  a  good  letter  of  recommendation.  J 
received  him  like  a  dear  friend  after  a  long 
separation  ;  and  I  could  not  help  wondering 
to  see  him  shake  .Terry  by  tlie  hand  as  an  old 
acquaintance.  They  had,  indeed,  been  ac- 
quainted some  days,  in  consequence  of  a 
diverting  incident,  which  I  shall  explain  at 
meeting.  That  same  night  a  consultatioH 
was  held  npon  the  concerns  of  the  lovers, 
when  the  match  was  formally  agreed  to,  and 
all  the  marriage  articles  were  settled  without 
tlie  least  dis[iute.  My  nephew  and  I  pro- 
mised to  make  Liddy's  fortune  five  thousand 
pounds.  Mr  Dennison  declared,  he  would 
make  over  one  half  of  Kis  estate  immediately 
to  liis  son,  and  that  his  dtcughter-in-law 
should  be  secured  in  a  jointure  of  four  hun- 
dred. Tabby  proposed,  that,  considering 
their  youtli,  they  should  undergo  one  year 
at  least  of  probation,  before  the  indissoiubt.»! 
knot  should  be  tied  ;  but  the  young  gentle, 
man  being  very  impatient  and  importunat*, 
and   the  scheme  implying  that  the   young 
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couple  si  ould  live  in  the  house  under  the 
wings  of  lis  parents,  we  resolved  to  make 
them  happy  without  farther  t»lay. 

As  the  law  requires  tiiat  the  parlies  should 
be  some  weeks  resident  in  the  parish,  we 
siiall  stay  here  till  the  ceremony  is  performed. 
Air  Lisrnahago  reciuests  that  he  may  take 
the  benefit  of  the  same  occasion  ;  so  that 
Sunday  next  the  banns  will  be  published  for 
all  four  togetlicr.  I  doubt  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  pass  my  Christinas  with  you  at  Bramble- 
ton-hall.  Indeed,  I  am  so  agreeably  situated 
111  this  place,  tliat  I  have  no  desire  to  shift 
my  quarters  ;  and  I  foresee,  that,  when  the 
day  of  separation  conies,  there  will  be  abun- 
dance of  sorrow  on  all  sides.  In  the  mean 
lime,  we  must  malce  the  most  of  those  bless-  i 
mgs  which  Heaven  bestows.  Considering  { 
huw  you  are  tethered  by  your  profession,  I  i 
cannot  hope  to  see  you  so  far  from  home ; 
yet  the  distance  does  not  exceed  a  summer 
day's  journey,  and  Charles  Dennison,  who 
desires  to  be  remembered  to  you,  would  be 
ejoiced  to  see  his  old  compotator ;  but  as  I 
im  now  stationary,  I  expect  regular  answers 
to  the  epistles  of,  yours  invariably, 

'  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
October  11. 


To  Sir\\'atkin  Phillips,  Bart,  at  Oxo.n. 

Dear  Wat, — Every  day  is  now  big  with 
incident  and  discovery.  Young  Mr  Denni- 
son proves  to  be  no  other  than  thati,  identical 
person  whom  I  have  execrated  so  long  under 
tiie  name  of  Wilson.  He  had  eloped  from 
college  at  Cambridge,  to  avoid  a  match  that 
he  detested,  and  acted  in  different  parts  of 
tiie  country  as  a  stroller,  until  the  lady  in 
question  made  choice  of  a  husband  for  her- 
self; then  he  returned  to  his  father,  and  dis- 
closed his  passion  for  Liddy,  which  met  with 
the  approbation  of  his  parents,  though  the 
father  little  imagined  that  Mr  Bramble  was 
ills  old  companion  Matthew  Lloyd.  The 
young  gentleman  being  empowered  to  make 
honourable  proposals  to  my  uncle  and  me, 
iiad  been  in  search  of  us  all  over  England 
without  effect;  and  he  it  was  whom  I  had 
seen  pass  on  horseback  by  the  window  of  the 
•  nn,  where  I  stood  with  my  sister;  but  he 
little  dreamed  that  wc  were  in  the  house. 
As  for  the  real  Mr  Wilson,  whom  I  called 
forth  to  combat  by  mistake,  he  is  the  neigh- 
Dour  and  intimate  friend  of  old  Mr  Dennison, 
and  this  connection  had  suggested  to  the  son 
llie  idea  of  taking  that  name  while  he  remain, 
ed  in  obscurity. 

You  may  easily  conceive  what  pleasure  I 
must  have  felt  on  discovering  that  the  honour 
of  our  family  was  in  no  danger  from  the  con- 
duct of  a  sister  whom  I  love  with  uncommon 
jffection  ;  that,  instead  of  debasing  her  sen- 

anents  and  views  to  a  wretcht^d  stroller,  she 


had  really  captivated  the  heart  of  a  gentle- 
man, her  equal  in  rank,  and  superior  in  for- 
tune ;  and  that,  as  his  parents  approved  of 
his  attachment,  I  was  on  the  eve  of  acquiring 
a  brother-in-law  so  worthy  of  my  friendship 
and  esteem.  George  Dennison  is,  without 
all  question,  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
young  fellows  in  England.  His  person  is  at 
once  elegant  and  manly,  and  his  understand- 
ing highly  cultivated.  Though  his  spirit  ia 
lofty,  his  heart  is  kind  ;  and  his  manner  so 
engaging,  as  to  command  veneration  and 
love,  even  from  malice  and  indifference. 
When  I  weigh  my  own  character  with  his,  I 
am  ashamed  to  find  myself  so  light  in  the  ba- 
lance ;  but  the  comparison  excites  no  envy — 1 
propose  him  as  a  model  for  imitation.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  recommend  myself  to  his 
friendship,  and  hope  I  have  already  found  a 
place  in  his  affection.  I  am,  however,  mor- 
tified to  reflect  what  flagrant  injustice  we 
every  day  commit,  and  what  absurd  judgments 
we  form,  in  viewing  objects  through  the  fal- 
sifying medium  of  prejudice  and  passion. 
Had  you  asked  me  a  few  days  ago  the  pic- 
ture of  Wilson  the  player,  I  should  have 
!  drawn  a  portrait  very  unlike  the  real  person 
I  and  character  of  George  Dennison.  Without 
all  doubt,  the  greatest  advantage  acquired  in 
travelling  and  perusing  mankind  in  the  ori- 
[  ginal,  is  that  of  dispelling  those  shameful 
I  clouds  that  darken  the  faculties  of  the  mind, 
I  preventing  it  from  judging  with  candour  and 
precision. 

The  real  Wilson  is  a  great  original,  and 
the  best  tempered  companionable  man  I  ever 
I  knew.  I  question  if  ever  he  was  angry  or 
low-spirited  in  his  life.  He  makes  no  pre- 
tensions to  letters ;  but  he  is  an  adept  in 
every  thing  else  that  can  be  either  useful  oi 
entertaining.  Among  other  qualifications,  he 
is  a  complete  sportsman,  and  counted  the 
best  shot  in  the  country.  He  and  Dennison, 
and  Lisinahago  and  I,  attended  by  Clinker, 
went  a-shooting  yesterday,  and  made  great 
havock  among  the  partridges.  To-morrow 
we  shall  take  the  field  against  the  woodcocks 
and  snipes.  In  the  evening  we  dance  and 
sing,  or  play  at  commerce,  loo  and  quad- 
rille. 

Mr  Dennison  is  an  elegant  poet,  and  has 
written  some  detached  pieces  on  the  subject 
of  his  passion  for  Liddy,  which  must  bo  very 
flattering  to  the  vanity  of  a  young  woman. 
Perhaps  he  is  one  of  the  greatest  theatrical 
geniuses  that  ever  appeared.  He  sometimes 
entertains  us  with  recitinjr  favourite  speeches 
from  our  best  plays.  We  are  resolved  to 
convert  the  great  hall  into  a  theatre,  and  get 
up  the  Beaux  Stralafrem  without  delay.  1 
think  I  shall  make  no  contemptible  figure  in 
the  character  of  Scrub  ;  and  Lismahago  wiV. 
be  very  erreat  in  Captain  Gibbet.  Wilsoj 
j  undertakes  to  entertain  the  country  peopl* 
I  wiih  Harlequin  Skeleton,  for  whicL  he  bu 
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got   a  jacket    ready  painted  with   his  own 
aand. 

Our  society  is  really  encliantinnc.  Even 
\he  severity  ot'  Ljsmaimg'o  relaxes,  and  the 
vinegar  of  Mrs  Tabby  is  remarkably  dulci- 
fied ever  since  it  was  agreed  that  she  should 
;ake  the  precedency  of  her  niece  in  being 
lirst  noosed.  For  yon  must  know,  the  day 
is  fixed  for  Liddy's  marriage  ;  and  tiic  banns 
tbr  both  couples  have  been  already  once  pub- 
lished in  the  parish  church.  Tlie  captain 
earnestly  begged  tiiat  one  trouble  might 
serve  for  all,  and  Tabitha  assented  with  a 
vile  affectation  of  reluctance.  Her  inamora- 
to, who  came  hither  very  slenderly  equipt, 
has  sent  for  his  baggage  to  London,  which, 
in  all  probability,  will  not  arrive  in  time  for 
the  v.-edding ;  but  it  is  of  no  great  conse- 
quence, as  every  thing  is  to  be  transacted 
with  the  utmost  privacy.  Meanwhile,  direc- 
tions are  given  for  making  out  the  contracts 
of  marriage,  which  are  very  favourable  for 
both  females.  Liddy  will  be  secured  in  a 
good  jointure ;  and  her  aunt  will  remain 
mistress  of  her  own  fortune,  except  one  half 
of  the  interest,  which  her  husband  shall  have 
a  right  to  enjoy  for  his  natural  life  :  I  think 
liiis  IS  as  little  in  conscience  as  can  be  done  for 
a  man  who  yokes  with  such  a  partner  for  life. 

These  expectants  seem  to  be  so  happy, 
tl.at  if  Mr  Dennison  had  an  agreeable  daugh- 
ter,  I  believe  I  should  be  fur  making  the  third 
couple  in  this  country  dance.  The  humour 
seems  to  be  infectious ;  for  Clinker,  alias 
Lloyd,  has  a  month's  mind  to  play  the  fool 
in  the  same  fashion  with  Mrs  Winifred  Jen- 
kins. He  has  even  sounded  me  on  the  sub- 
)ect ;  but  I  have  given  him  no  encouragement 
to  prosecute  this  scheme.  I  told  liiin  I 
thought  he  might  do  better,  as  there  was  no 
engagement  nor  promise  subsisting;  that  I 
dt(f  not  know  what  designs  my  uncle  might 
have  formed  for  his  advantage  ;  but  I  was  of 
opinion,  that  he  should  not  at  present  run 
the  risk  of  disobliging  him  by  any  premature 
application  of  this  nature.  Honest  Humphry 
protested  lie  would  suffer  death  sooner  than 
say  or  do  any  thing  that  should  give  offence 
to  the  squire  ;  but  he  owned  he  had  a  kind- 
ness for  the  voung  woman,  and  had  reason 
to  think  she  looked  upon  him  with  a  favour- 
able eye ;  that  he  considered  this  mutual 
manifestation  of  good  will  as  an  engagement 
understood,  which  ought  to  be  binding  to 
the  conscience  of  an  honest  man  ;  and  he 
hoped  the  squire  and  I  would  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  when  we  should  be  at  leisure  to 
bestow  any  thought  about  the  matter.  I  be- 
lieve he  is  in  the  right;  and  we  shall  find 
time  to  take  his  case  into  consideration. 
You  see  we  are  fixed  for  some  weeks  at  least ; 
and  as  you  have  had  a  long  respite,  I  lope 
you  «vill  begin  immediately  to  discharge  '.he 
arrears  due  to  your  affectionate 

J.  MELFORD 

Octoher  M. 


To  Miss  L-etitia.  Willis,  at  Gloucester. 

^Iy  Dear,  Dear  LnrTY, — Never  did  I 
sit  down  to  write  in  such  agitation  as  I  now 
feel.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  we  have 
met  with  a  number  of  incidents  so  wonder- 
ful and  interesting,  that  all  my  ideas  are 
thrown  into  confusion  and  perplexity.  You 
must  nut  expect  cither  inetliod  or  coherence 
in  what  I  am  going  to  relate, — my  dearest 
Willis.  Since  my  last,  the  aspect  of  affairs 
is  totally  changed — and  so  changed  !  but  I 
would  fain  give  you  a  regular  detail.  In 
passing  a  river,  about  eight  days  ago,  our 
coach  was  overturned,  and  some  of  us  nar- 
rowly escaped  with  life.  My  uncle  had  well 
nigh  perished.  O  heaven  !  I  cannot  reflect 
upon  that  circumstance  without  horror,  I 
should  have  lost  my  best  friend,  my  father 
and  protector,  but  for  the  resolution  and  ac- 
tivity of  his  servant  Humphry  Clinker,  whcni 
Providence  really  seems  to  have  placed  near 
him  for  the  necessity  of  this  occasion.  I 
would  not  be  thought  superstitious ;  but 
surely  he  acted  from  a  stronger  impulse  than 
common  fidelity.  VV\ts  it  not  the  voice  of 
nature  that  loudly  called  upon  him  to  save 
the  life  of  his  own  father] — for,  O  Letty,  it 
was  discovered  that  Humphry  Clinker  was 
my  uncle's  natural  son. 

Almost  at  the  same  instant,  a  gentleman, 
who  came  to  otFer  us  his  assistance,  and  in- 
vite us  to  his  house,  turned  out  to  be  a  very 
old  friend  of  Mr  Bramble.  His  name  is  Mr 
Dennison,  one  of  the  worthiest  men  living  ■ 
and  his  lady  is  a  perfect  saint  upon  earth. 
They  have  an  only  son.  Who  do  you  think 
is  this  only  son  ! — O  Letty  ! — O  gracious 
heaven  !  how  my  heart  palpitates,  when  1 
tell  you,  that  this  only  son  of  Mr  Dennison 
is  that,  very  identical  youth,  who,  under  the 
name  of  Wilson,  has  made  such  ravage  in 
my  heart ! — Yes,  my  dear  friend  !  Wilson 
and  I  are  now  lodged  in  the  same  house,  and 
converse  together  freely.  His  father  ap- 
proves of  his  sentiments  in  my  favour ;  his 
mother  loves  me  with  all  the  tenderness  of  a 
parent :  my  uncle,  my  aunt,  and  my  brother, 
no  longer  oppose  my  inclinations.  On  the 
contrary,  they  have  agreed  to  make  us  happy 
without  delay;  and,  in  three  weeks  or  a 
month,  if  no  unforsecn  accident  intervenes, 
your  friend  Lydia  Melford  will  have  changed 
her  name  and  condition.  I  say,  if  no  acci- 
dent intervenes,  because  such  a  torrent  of 
success  makes  me  tremble  ! — I  wish  there 
may  not  be  something  treacherous  in  this 
sudden  reconciliation  of  fortune.  I  have  no 
merit — I  have  no  title  to  such  felicity  ! — Fai 
from  enjoying  the  prospect  that  lies  before 
me,  my  mind  is  harassed  with  a  continued 
tumult,  made  up  of  hopes  and  wishes,  doubts 
and  apprehensions.  I  can  neither  eat  no' 
sleep,  and  my  spirits  are  in  a  perpetual  flutter. 
I  more  than  ever  feel  that  vacancy  in  m\ 
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heart  which  your  presence  alone  can  lill. 
The  mind,  in  even/  disquiet,  seeks  to  repose 
itself  on  tlic  bosom  of  a  friend  ;  and  this  is 
such  a  trial  as  I  really  know  not  how  to 
support  without  your  company  and  counsel. 
I  must,  therefore,  dear  Lctty,  put  your 
friendship  to  the  tost.  I  must  beg  you  will 
come,  and  do  the  last  offices  of  maidenhood 
to  your  companion  Lydia  Melford. 

This  letter  goes  inclosed  in  one  to  our 
worthy  governess,  from  Mrs  Dennison,  en- 
treating her  to  interpose  with  your  mamma, 
chat  you  may  be  allowed  to  favour  us  with 
your  company  on  tliis  occasion  ;  and  I  flatter 
myself  that  no  material  objection  can  be 
made  to  our  request.  The  distance  from 
hence  to  Gloucester  does  not  exceed  one 
hundred  miles,  and  the  roads  are  good.  Mr 
Clinker,  alias  Lloyd,  shall  be  sent  over  to 
attend  your  motions.  If  you  step  into  the 
])0st-chaise,  with  your  maid  Betty  Barker, 
at  seven  in  the  morning,  you  will  arrive  by 
four  in  the  afternoon  at  the  half-way  house, 
where  there  is  good  accommodation.  There 
you  shall  be  met  by  my  brother  and  myself, 
who  will  next  day  conduct  you  to  this  place, 
where,  I  am  sure,  you  will  find  yourself  per- 
fectly at  your  ease  in  the  midst  of  an  agree- 
able society.  Dear  Letty,  I  will  take  no 
refusal — if  you  have  any  friendship — any  hu- 
manity— you  will  come.  I  desire  that  im- 
m.ediate  application  may  be  made  to  your 
mamma  ;  and  that  the  moment  hei  permiss- 
ion is  obtained,  vou  will  aporise  vour  ever 
faithful  '     LYDIA  MELFORD. 

October  14. 


To  Mks  Jermyn,  at  her  Hovsk  in  Glou- 

CKSTER. 

Dr.vr  Madam, — Thousrh  I  wi£  not  so  for- 
timato  as  to  bo  favoured  with  an  answer  to 
the  letter  wiih  which  I  troubled  you  in  the 
spring,  I  still  flatt(;r  myself  that  you  re- 
tain some  regard  for  me  and  my  concerns. 
J  am  sure  the  care  and  tenderness  with 
which  I  was  treated  under  your  roof  and  tui- 
tion, demand  the  warmest  returns  of  grati- 
tude and  afiection  on  my  part ;  and  these 
sentiments,  I  hope,  I  shall  cherish  to  my 
dying  day.  At  present  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  happv 
iesiio  of  that  indiscretion  by  which  I  incurred 
your  displeasure  ! — Ah  !  madam,  the  slighted 
Wilson  is  metamorplioscd  into  George  Den- 
nison, only  eon  and  heir  of  a  gentleman, 
whose  character  is  second  to  none  in  Eng- 
land,  as  you  may  understand  upon  inquiry. 
My  guardians,  my  brother,  and  I,  are  now 
in  his  house  ;  and  an  immediate  union  of  the 
two  families  is  to  take  place  in  the  persons 
of  the  young  gentleman  and  your  poor  Lydia 
Melford.  You  will  easily  conceive  how  em- 
barrassing this  situation  must  be  to  a  young 
yaexperienced    creature  like  me,   of   weak 


nerves  and  strong  apprehensions  ;  and  iiow 
much  the  prerence  of  a  friend  and  cenf.dant 
would  encourage  and  support  me  on  this  oc- 
casion.  You  know  that,  of  all  the  young 
ladies.  Miss  Willis  was  she  that  possessed 
the  greatest  share  of  my  confidence  and  af- 
fection  ;  and,  therefore,  I  fervently  wish  to 
have  the  happiness  of  her  company  at  this 
interesting  crisis. 

Mrs  Dennison,  who  is  the  object  of  uni- 
versal love  and  esteem,  has,  at  my  request, 
written  to  you  on  this  subje&t,  and  I  now 
beg  leave  to  reinforce  her  solicitation.  My 
dear  Mrs  .Termyn  !  my  ever-honoured  govern- 
ess !  let  me  conjure  you,  by  that  fondness 
which  once  distinguished  your  favourite 
Liddy  !  by  that  benevolence  of  heart,  v/hich 
disposes  you  to  promote  the  happiness  of 
your  fellow-creatures  in  general !  lend  a  fa- 
vourable ear  to  my  petition,  and  use  your  in- 
fluence with  Letty's  mamma,  that  my  most 
earnest  desire  may  be  gratified.  Should  I 
be  indulged  in  this  particular,  I  will  engage 
to  return  her  safe,  and  even  to  accompany 
her  to  Gloucester,  where,  if  you  will  give  me 
leave,  I  will  present  to  you,  under  another 
name,  dear  rnadam,  your  most  aflTectionate 
humble  servant,  and  penitent, 

LYDIA  MELFORD. 

October  14. 


To  Mr!«  Mary  Jones,  at  Brambleton- 
Hall. 

O  Mary  Jo.ves  !  Mary  Jones  ! — I  have 
met  with  so  many  axidents,  surprisals  and 
terrifications,  that  I  am  in  a  perfect  fantigo, 
and  believe  I  shall  never  be  my  own  self 
again.  Last  week  I  was  dragged  out  of  a  river 
like  a  drowned  rat,  and  lost  a  bran-new  night- 
cap with  a  sulfer  stay-hook,  that  cost  me  a 
good  half  a  crown,  and  an  odd  shoe  of  green 
gallow-monkcy  ;  besides  wetting  my  clothes, 
and  taring  my  smuck,  and  an  ugly  gash 
made  in  the  back  part  of  my  thy,  by  the 
stump  of  a  tree.  To  be  sure,  Mr  Clinker 
tuck  me  out  of  the  cox  ;  but  he  loft  me  on 
my  back  in  the  water,  to  go  to  the  squire, 
and  I  mought  have  had  a  watry  grave,  if  a 
miliar  had  not  brought  me  to  the  dry  land. 
But,  O  what  choppings  and  changes,  girl  ! 
The  player-man  that  came  after  Miss  Liddy, 
and  frightened  me  with  a  beard  at  Bristol 
well,  is  now  matthewmurphy'd  into  a  fine 
young  gentleman,  son  and  hare  of  Squire 
Doliison.  We  are  altogether  in  the  samo 
house,  and  all  parties  have  agreed  to  the 
match,  and  in  a  fornite  the  surrymony  will 
be  performed. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  wedding  we  are 
to  have.  Mistress  is  resolved  to  have  the 
same  frolick,  in  the  naam  of  God  !  Last  Sun- 
day, in  the  parish  crutch,  if  my  own  ars  maj 
be  trusted,  the  clerk  called  the  bancs  of  mar 
ridge  betwixt  Opaniah  Lash meybago  and  Ta- 
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sitha  Bruniple,  spinster;  he  moiitjlit  as  well 
have  called  Iier  incle-weaver,  for  she  never 
spun  an  hank  of  yarn  in  her  life.  YoMnu 
Sqtnre  Dollis-on  and  Miss  Liddy  make  tlie 
second  kipple  ;  and  there  might  have  heen  a 
turd,  hut  times  are  clianjjt^d  with  Mr  Clinker. 
O  Molly  !  what  do'st  think  !  Mr  Clinker  is 
found  to  be  a  pye-blow  of  our  own  squire, 
and  his  rifflit  name  is  Mr  Mattow  Loyd 
(thof  God  he  knose  how  that  can  be)  ;  and 
he  is  now  out  of  livery,  and  wears  ruffles  ; 
but  I  knew  him  when  lie-  was  out  at  elbows, 
and  had  not  a  raj;-  to  kiver  his  pistereroes  ; 
so  he  need  not  hold  his  head  so  h\<rh.  He  is 
for  sartin  very  umblo  and  coMipleasant,  and 
purtests  as  liow  ho  has  the  same  rejjard  as 
before  ;  but  that  he  is  no  lonijer  his  own 
master,  and  cannot  portend  to  marry  without 
the  squire's  consent.  He  says  wc  must  wait 
with  patience,  and  trust  to  Providence,  and 
Buch  nonsense.  But  if  so  be  as  how  his  re- 
gard be  the  same,  why  stand  shilly-shally'? 
Why  not  strike  whilo  the  iron  is  hot,  and 
speak  tothesquirewithout losingtimel  What 
subjection  can  the  squire  make  to  our  com- 
ing together  ?  Thof  my  father  wan't  a  gen- 
tleman, my  mother  was  an  honest  woman. 
I  didn't  come  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  blan- 
ket, girl.  My  parents  were  married  accord- 
ing to  the  rights  of  holy  mother  crutch,  in 
the  face  of  men  and  angels — mark  that, 
Mary  Jones  ! 

Mr  Clinker  (Loyd  I  would  say)  had  best 
look  to  his  tackle.  There  be  other  chaps  in 
the  market,  as  the  saying  is.  What  would 
he  say  if  I  should  except  the  soot  and  sar- 
vice  of  the  youns:  squire's  valley  1  Mr  Mac- 
happy  is  a  gentleman  born,  and  has  been 
abroad  in  the  wars.  He  has  a  world  of  buck 
learning,  and  speaks  French  and  Ditch  and 
Scotch,  and  all  manner  of  outlandish  lingos  : 
to  be  sure  he's  a  little  the  worse  for  the 
ware,  and  is  much  given  to  drink  ;  but  then 
he's  good-tempered  in  his  liquor,  and  a  pru- 
dent woman  mought  wind  him  about  her 
finger.  But  I  have  no  thoughts  of  him,  Pll 
assure  you.  I  scorn  for  to  do,  or  to  say,  or 
to  think  any  thing  that  might  give  umbreech 
to  lyir  Loyd,  without  furder  occasion.  But 
then  I  have  such  vapours,  Molly  :  I  sit  and 
cry  by  myself,  and  take  ass  of  etida,  and 
smill  to  burnt  fathers  and  kindal-snuffs  ;  and 
I  pray  constantly  fur  grease,  that  I  may  have 
a  glimpse  of  the  new  light,  to  show  me  the 
way  through  this  v.'retched  veil  of  tares. 
And  yet,  I  want  for  nothing  in  this  family 
of  love,  where  every  sole  is  so  kind  and  so 
courteous,  that  one  would  think  they  are  so 
many  saints  in  haven.  Dear  Molly,  I  re- 
commend myself  to  your  prayers,  beirg, 
w^ith  my  service  to  Saul,  your  ever  loving, 
»nd  discounselled  friend, 

WIN.  JENKINS. 

Oztober  14. 
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To  Dii  Lkwis. 

Di:aii  Dick, — \o\\  cannot  imagine  what 
pie.iKuro  i  have  in  si/eing  your  hand-writing, 
a!ler  f-wAx  a  long  cosi^alion  on  your  side  of 
our  correspondence  :  yet,  heaven  knov/s,  I 
have  often  seen  your  hand-writing  with  dis- 
gust ;  I  mean  when  it  appeared  in  abbrevia- 
tions of  apoliiecary's  Tiatin.  I  like  your  hint 
of  making  interest  fur  the  reversion  of  the 
collector's  place  for  Lismahago,  who  is  much 
pleased  with  the  scheme,  and  presents  you 
with  his  compliments  and  best  thanks  for 
thinking  so  kindly  of  his  concerns.  The 
man  seems  to  mend  upon  further  acquaint- 
ance. That  harsh  reserve,  which  formed  a 
disagreeable  husk  about  his  character,  begins 
to  peel  off  in  the  course  of  our  coniinunica- 
tion.  I  have  great  hopes  tliat  he  and  Tab- 
by will  be  as  happily  paired  as  any  two 
draught  animals  in  the  kingdom;  and  I 
make  no  doul)t  but  that  he  will  prove  a  valu- 
able acquisition  to  our  little  society,  in  the 
article  of  conversation  by  the  fire-side  in 
winter. 

Your  objection  to  my  passing  this  season 
of  the  year  at  such  a  distance  from  home, 
would  have  more  weight  if  I  did  not  find  my- 
self perfectly  at  my  ease  where  I  am ;  and 
my  health  so  much  improved,  that  I  am  dis- 
posed to  bid  defiance  to  the  gout  and  rheu- 
matism. I  begin  to  think  I  have  put  myself 
on  the  superannuated  list  too  soon,  and  ab- 
surdly sought  for  health  in  the  retreats  of 
laziness.  I  am  persuaded,  that  all  valetudi- 
narians are  too  sedentary,  too  regular,  and 
too  cautious.  We  should  sometimes  in- 
crease the  motion  of  the  machine,  to  wnc/o^' 
the  wheels  of  life  ;  and  now  and  then  take  a 
plunge  amidst  the  waves  of  e.\cess,  in  order 
to  case-harden  the  constitution.  I  have  even 
found  a  change  of  company  as  necessary  as 
a  change  of  air,  to  promote  a  vigorous  cir- 
culation of  the  s])irits,  which  is  the  very 
essence  and  criterion  of  good  health. 

Since  my  last,  I  have  been  performing  the 
duties  of  friendship,  that  required  a  great 
deal  of  exercise,  from  which  I  hope  to  de- 
rive some  benefit.  Understanding,  by  the 
greatest  accident  in  the  world,  that  MrBay- 
nard's  wife  was  dangerously  ill  of  a  pleuritic 
fever,  I  borrowed  Dennison's  post-chaise, 
and  went  across  the  country  to  his  habita- 
tion, attended  oidy  by  Lloyd  (quondam 
Clinker)  on  horseback.  As  the  distance  is 
not  above  thirty  miles,  I  arrived  about  four 
in  the  afternoon,  and,  meeting  the  i)hysiciar» 
at  the  door,  was  informed  that  his  ])atient 
had  just  expired.  I  was  instantly  seized 
with  a  violent  emotion  ;  but  it  was  not  grief. 
The  family  being  in  contusion,  I  ran  up  staira 
into  the  chamber,  where,  indeed,  they  were 
all  assembled.  The  aunt  stood  wringing  her 
hands,  in  a  state  of  stupefaction  of  Borrow 
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nut  my  friend  acted  all  the  extravagancies 
:'f  affliction.  lie  lieki  the  body  in  his  arms, 
and  poured  forth  such  a  lamentation,  that 
cne  would  have  thouo-ht  he  had  lost  the  most 
amiable  consert  and  valuable  companion 
uj)on  earth. 

Art'ection  may  certainly  exist,  independent 
of  et-teem;  nay,  the  same  object  may  be 
iovcly  in  one  respect,  and  detestable  in  ano- 
ther. The  mind  has  a  surprising  faculty  of 
accommodating,  and  even  attaching  itself, 
in  such  a  manner,  by  dint  ol  use,  to  things 
that  are  in  tlieir  own  nature  disagreeable,  and 
even  pernicious,  that  it  cannot  bear  to  be 
delivered  from  them  without  reluctance  and 
regret.  Baynar<l  was  so  absorbed  in  his 
delirium,  that  he  did  not  perceive  me  when 
i  entered,  and  desired  one  of  the  women  to 
conduct  the  aunt  into  her  own  chamber.  At 
the  same  time,  I  begged  the  tutor  to  with- 
draw the  boy,  who  stood  gaping  in  a  corner, 
very  little  afiected  with  the  distress  of  the 
scene.  These  steps  being  taken,  I  waited 
till  the  first  violence  of  my  friend's  transport 
was  abated,  then  disengaged  him  gently  from 
the  melancholy  object,  and  led  him  by  the 
hand  into  another  apartment;  though  he 
struggled  so  hard,  that  I  was  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  tiio  assistance  of  his  valet-de- 
chambre.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  he 
recollected  himself,  and  folding  inc  in  his 
arms, — "  This,"  cried  he,  "  is  a  friendly 
office,  indeed ! — I  know  not  how  you  came 
hither,  but  I  think  heaven  sent  you  to  pre- 
vent my  going  distracted.  O  Matthew  !  I 
have  lost  my  dear  Harriet ! — my  poor,  gentle, 
tender  creature,  that  loved  me  with  such 
warmth  and  jnirity  of  affection — my  constant 
companion  of  twenty  years  ! — She's  gone — 
she's  gone  for  ever  !  Heaven  and  earth, 
where  is  she]     Death  shall  not  part  us  !" 

So  saying,  he  started  up,  and  could  hardly 
be  withheld  from  returning  to  the  Ecene  we 
liad  quitted.  You  will  perceive  it  would 
have  been  very  absurd  for  me  to  argue  with 
a  m.an  that  talked  so  madly.  On  all  such 
occasions,  the  first  torrent  of  passion  must 
be  allowed  to  subside  gradually.  I  endea- 
voured to  beguile  liis  attention  by  starting 
}ittle  hints,  and  insinuating  otlier  objects  of 
discourse  imperceptibly  ;  and  being  exceed- 
ingly pleased  in  my  mind  at  this  event,  I 
exerted  myself  with  such  an  extraordinary 
fiow  of  spirits  as  was  attended  with  success. 
In  a  few  hours  he  was  calm  enough  to  hear 
reason,  and  evea  to  own  that  heaven  could 
not  have  interposed  more  efiectually  to  res- 
cue him  from  disgrace  and  ruin.  That  he 
might  not,  however,  relapse  into  weaknesses 
for  want  of  company,  I  passed  the  night  in 
his  chamber,  in  a  little  tent-bed  brought 
thither  on  purpose  ;  and  well  it  was  that  I 
took  this  precaution,  for  he  started  up  in  bed 
several  times,  and  would  have  played  the 
'oul,  if  I  had  not  been  present. 


Next  day  he  was  in  a  condition  to  talk  o'.' 
business,  and  vested  me  with  full  authority 
over  his  household,  which  I  began  to  e.xer 
cise  without  loss  of  time,  though  not  before 
he  knew  and  approved  of  the  scheme  I  had 
projected  for  his  advantage.  He  would  have 
quitted  the  house  immediately;  but  this  re- 
treat I  opposed.  Far  from  encouraging  a 
temporary  disgust,  which  might  degenerate 
into  an  habitual  aversion,  I  resolved,  if  poss- 
ible, to  attach  him  more  than  ever  to  hia 
household  goods.  I  gave  directions  for  the 
funeral  to  be  as  private  as  was  consistent 
with  decency  ;  I  wrote  to  London,  that  an 
inventory  and  estimate  might  be  made  of  the 
furniture  and  effects  in  his  town-house,  and 
gave  notice  to  the  landlord  that  Mr  Baynard 
should  quit  the  premises  at  Lady-day  ;  I  set 
a  person  at  work  to  take  an  account  of  every 
thing  in  the  country-house,  including  horses, 
carriages  and  harness  ;  I  settled  the  young 
gentleman  at  a  boarding-school,  kept  by  a 
clergyman  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  thither 
he  went  without  reluctance,  as  soon  as  he 
knew  that  he  was  to  be  troubled  no  more  with 
his  tutor,  whom  we  dismissed.  The  aunt 
continued  very  sullen,  and  never  appeared 
at  table,  though  Mr  Baynard  paid  his  respects 
to  her  every  day  in  her  own  chamber :  there 
also  she  held  conferences  with  the  waiting- 
women  and  other  servants  of  the  family ;  but 
the  moment  her  niece  was  interred,  she  went 
away  in  a  post-chaise  prepared  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  she  did  not  leave  the  house,  however, 
without  giving  Mr  Baynard  to  understand, 
that  the  wardrobe  of  her  neice  was  the  per- 
quisite of  her  woman;  accordingly,  that 
worthless  drab  received  all  the  clothes,  laces 
and  linen  of  her  deceased  mistress,  to  the 
value  of  five  hundred  pounds,  at  a  moderate 
computation. 

The  next  step  1  took  was  to  disband  that 
legion  of  supernumerary  domestics,  who  had 
preyed  so  long  upon  the  vitals  of  my  friend ; 
a  parcel  of  idle  drones,  so  intolerably  insolent, 
that  they  even  treated  their  own  master  with 
the  most  contemptuous  neglect.  They  had 
been  generally  hired  by  his  wife,  according 
to  the  recommendation  of  her  woman,  and 
these  were  the  only  patrons  to  whom  they 
paid  the  least  deference.  I  had  therefore 
uncommon  satisfaction  in  clearing  the  house 
of  those  vermin.  The  woman  of  the  deceas- 
ed, and  a  chambermaid,  a  valet-de-chambre 
a  butler,  a  French  cook,  a  master-gardener 
two  footmen,  and  a  coachman,  I  paid  off,  antf 
turned  out  of  the  house  immediately,  paying 
to  each  a  month's  wages  in  lieu  of  warning. 
Those  whom  I  retained,  consisted  of  a  female 
cook,  who  had  been  assistant  to  the  French- 
man, a  house-maid,  an  old  lacquey,  a  postil 
ion  and  under-gardener.  Thus  1  removeL 
at  once  a  huge  mountain  of  expense  and  caro 
from  the  shoulders  of  my  friend,  who  could 
hardly  believe  the  evidence  of  his  own  senses 
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irhcn  he  found  himself  so  suddenly  and  eo 
eflccfually  relieved.  His  lieart,  however, 
was  still  subject  to  vibrations  of  tenderness, 
wliich  returned  at  certain  intervals,  extorlinir 
sighs,  and  tears,  and  exclamations  of  grief 
and  impatience  ;  but  these  fits  grew  every 
day  less  violent  and  less  frequent,  till  at 
length  his  reason  obtained  a  complete  victory 
over  the  infirmities  of  his  nature. 

Upon  an  accurate  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
his  affairs,  I  find  his  debts  amount  to  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  for  eighteen  thousand 
pounds  of  which  sum  his  estate  is  mortgaged  ; 
and  as  lie  pays  five  per  cent  interest,  and 
some  of  his  farms  are  unoccupied,  he  does 
not  receive  above  two  hundred  pounds  a-year 
clear  from  his  lands,  over  and  above  the  in- 
terest of  his  wife's  fortune,  which  produced 
eight  hundred  pounds  annually.  For  light- 
ening this  heavy  burden,  I  devised  the  follow- 
ing expedient.  His  wife's  jewels,  together 
with  his  superfluous  plate  and  furniture  in 
both  houses,  his  horses  and  carriages,  which 
are  already  advertised  to  be  sold  by  auction, 
will,  according  to  the  estimate,  produce  two 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  in  ready  mo- 
ney, with  which  the  debt  w  ill  be  immediately 
reduced  to  eighteen  thousand  pounds.  I 
have  undertaken  to  find  him  ten  thousand 
pounds  at  four  per  cent,  by  which  means  he 
will  save  one  hundred  a-year  in  the  article 
of  interest,  and  perhaps  we  shall  be  able  to 
borrow  the  other  eight  thousand  on  the  same 
terms.  According  to  his  own  scheme  of  a 
country  life,  he  says  he  can  live  comfortably 
for  three  hundred  pounds  a-year ;  but,  as  he 
has  a  son  to  educate,  we  will  allow  him  five 
hundred  ;  then  there  will  be  an  accumulating 
fund  of  seven  hundred  a-year,  principal  and 
interest,  to  pay  off  the  encumbrance;  and,  I 
think,  we  may  modestly  add  three  hundred 
on  the  presumption  of  new-leasing  and  im- 
proving the  vacant  farms  ;  so  that,  in  a  couple 
of  years,  I  suppose,  there  will  be  above  a 
thousand  a-year  appropriated  to  liquidate  a 
debt  of  sixteen  thousand. 

We  forthwith  began  to  class  and  set  apart 
the  articles  designed  for  sale,  under  the 
direction  of  an  upholder  from  London  ;  and, 
that  nobody  in  the  house  might  be  idle,  com- 
menced our  reformation  without  doors,  as 
well  as  within.  With  Baynard's  good  leave, 
T  ordered  the  gardener  to  turn  the  rivulet 
into  its  own  channel,  to  refresh  the  fainting 
Naiads,  who  had  so  long  languished  among 
mouldering  roots,  withered  leaves  and  dry 
pebbles.  The  shrubbery  is  condemned  to 
extirpation  ;  and  the  pleasure-ground  will  be 
restored  to  its  original  use  of  corn-field  and 
Dasture.  Orders  are  given  for  rebuilding  the 
walls  of  the  garden.at  the  back  of  the  house, 
tnd  for  planting  clumps  of  firs,  intermingled 
with  beech  and  chesnut,  at  the  cast  end, 
vrhich  is  now  quite  exposed  to  the  surly 
Wasts   that   c:me   from    that   quarter.     All 


tiicse  works  being  actually  begun,  and  the 
house  and  auction  left  to  tlie  care  and  man- 
aijemcnt  of  a  reputable  attorney,  1  brought 
Baynard  along  with  me  in  the  chaise,  and 
made  him  acquainted  with  Dennison,  whose 
goodness  of  heart  would  not  fail  to  engage  his 
esteem  and  affection.  He  is  indeed  charmed 
with  our  society  in  general,  and  declares  that 
he  never  saw  the  tlicory  of  true  pleasure 
reduced  to  practice  before.  I  really  believe 
it  would  not  be  an  easy  task  to  find  such  a 
number  of  individuals  assembled  under  one 
roof  more  happy  than  we  are  at  present. 

I  must  tell  you,  however,  in  confidence,  I 
suspect  Taiiby  of  tergiversation.  I  have 
been  so  long  accustomed  to  that  original, 
that  I  know  all  the  caprices  of  her  heart,  and 
can  often  perceive  her  designs,  while  they 
are  yet  in  embryo.  She  attached  herself  to 
Lismahago  for  no  other  reason  but  that  she 
despaired  of  making  a  more  agreeable  con- 
quest. At  present,  if  I  am  not  much  mis- 
taken in  my  observation,  she  would  gladly 
convert  the  widowhood  of  Baynard  to  her 
own  advantage.  Since  he  arrived,  she  has 
behaved  very  coldly  to  the  captain,  and  strove 
to  fasten  on  the  other's  heart  with  the  hooks 
of  overstrained  civility.  These  must  be  the 
instinctive  efforts  of  her  constitution,  rather 
that  the  effects  of  any  deliberate  design  ;  for 
matters  are  carried  to  such  a  length  with 
the  lieutenant,  that  she  could  not  retract 
with  any  regard  to  conscience  or  reputation. 
Besides,  she  will  meet  with  nothing  but  in- 
difference  or  aversion  on  the  side  of  Baynard, 
who  has  too  much  sense  to  think  of  such  a 
partner  at  any  time,  and  too  much  delicacy 
to  admit  a  thought  of  any  such  connexion  at 
the  present  juncture.  Meanwhile  I  have 
prevailed  upon  her  to  let  him  have  four  thou- 
sand pounds  at  four  per  cent  towards  paying 
oft'  his  mortgage.  Young  Dennison  has 
agreed  that  Liddy's  fortune  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  same  purpose,  on  the  same 
terms  ,  his  father  will  sell  out  three  thousand 
pounds  stock  for  his  accommodation  :  farmer 
Bland  has,  at  the  desire  of  Wilson,  under- 
taken  for  two  thousand ;  and  I  must  make 
an  effort  to  advance  what  farther  will  be  re- 
quired to  take  my  friend  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Philistines.  Lie  is  so  pleased  with  the 
improvements  made  on  this  estate,  wliich  is 
all  cultivated  like  a  garden,  that  he  has  en- 
tered himself  as  a  pupil  in  farmino  to  Mr 
Dennison,  and.  resolved  to  attach  nimself 
wholly  to  the  practice  of  husbandry. 

Everything  is  now  prepared  for  our  double 
wedding.  The  marriage  articles  for  botli 
couples  are  drawn  and  executed  ;  and  the 
ceremony  only  waits  until  the  parties  shall 
have  been  resident  in  the  parish  the  term  pre- 
scribed by  law.  Young  Dennison  betrayg 
some  symptoms  of  impatience  ;  but  Lisma- 
hago bears  this  necessary  delay  with  the 
temper  of  a  philosopher.     You  must  know 
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file  captain  does  not  stand  altog'ether  on  the 
foundation  of  personal  merit.  Besides  his 
naif-pay,  amoiinting' to  two-and-forty  pounds 
a  vear,  this  indefatigable  economist  has 
amassed  eight  hundred  pounds,  which  ho  has 
secured  in  the  funds.  This  sum  arises  partly 
from  his  pay's  running  up  while  he  remained 
among  the  Indians ;  partly  from  what  he  re- 
ceived as  a  consideration  for  the  dinerence 
between  his  full  appointment  and  the  half- 
pay,  to  v/hich  he  is  now  restricted  ;  and 
partly  from  the  profits  of  a  little  traffic  he 
drove  in  peltry, during  his  sachemship  among 
the  Miamis. 

Liddy's  fears  and  perplexities  have  been 
much  assuaged  by  the  company  of  one  Miss 
Willis,  who  had  been  her  intimate  companion 
at  the  boarding-school.  Her  parents  had 
been  earnestly  solicited  to  allow  her  making 
this  friendly  visit  on  such  an  extraordinary 
occasion  ;  and  tv.-o  days  ago  she  arrived  with 
her  mother,  who  did  not  choose  that  she 
should  come  without  a  proper  governante. 
The  young  lady  is  very  handsome,  sprightly 
and  agreeable,  and  the  mother  a  mighty 
c-ood  sort  of  a  woman  ;  so  that  their  coming 
adds  considerably  to  our  enjoyment.  But 
we  shall  have  a  third  couple  yoked  in  the 
matrimonial  chain.  Mr  Clinker  Lloyd  has 
made  humble  remonstrance,  through  the 
channel  of  my  nephew,  setting  forth  the 
sincere  love  and  affection  mutually  subsisting 
between  hmi  and  Mrs  Winifred  Jenkins,  and 
praying  my  consent  to  their  coming  together 
for  life.  I  would  have  wished  that  Mr  Clin- 
ker had  kept  out  of  this  scrape  ;  but  as  the 
nymph's  happiness  is  at  stake,  and  she  has 
had  already  some  fits  in  the  way  of  despon- 
dence, 1,  in  order  to  prevent  any  tragical 
catastrophe,  have  given  him  leave  to  play 
the  fool,  in  imitation  of  his  betters ;  and  I 
suppose  we  shall  in  time  have  a  v.-hole  litter 
of  his  progeny  at  Brarnbleton-hall.  The  fel- 
low is  stout  and  lusty,  very  sober  and  con- 
scientious ;  and  the  vv-ench  seems  to  be  as 
great  an  enthusiast  in  love  as  in  religion. 

I  wish  you  would  think  of  employing  him 
some  other  way,  ihat  the  parish  may  not  be 
overstocked — you  know  he  has  been  bred  a 
farrier,  consequently  belongs  to  the  faculty  ; 
and,  as  he  is  very  docile,  I  make  no  doubt, 
but,  with  your  good  instruction,  he  may  be, 
in  a  little  time,  qualified  to  act  as  a  Welsh 
apothecary.  Tabby,  who  never  did  a  favour 
with  a  good  grace,  has  consented,  with  great 
reluctance,  to  this  match.  Perhaps  it  hurts 
her  pride,  as  she  now  considers  Clinker  in 
the  light  of  a  relation  ;  but  I  believe  her  ob- 
jections are  of  a  more  selfish  nature.  She 
ieclares  she  cannot  think  of  retaining  the 
wife  of  Matthew  Lloyd  in  the  character  of  a 
servant ;  and  she  foresees,  that,  on  such  an 
occasion,  the  woman  will  expect  some  grati- 
fication for  her  past  services.  As  for  din- 
ner, exclusive  of  other  considerations,  he  is 


so  trusty,  brave,  affectionate,  ana  alert,  an^ 
I  owe  him  such  personal  obligations,  that  ha 
.merits  more  than  all  the  indulgence  that  can 
possibly  be  shown  him  by  yours, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
October  *JC. 


To  Slit  Watkix  Phillips,  Bart,  at  Oiow 

Dear  Knigkt, — The  fatal  knots  are  now 
tied.  The  comedy  is  near  a  close,  and  the 
curtain  is  ready  to  drop ;  but  the  latter  scenes 
of  this  act  I  shall  recapitulate  in  order. 
About  a  fortnight  ag'o,  my  uncle  made  an 
excursion  across  the  country,  and  brought 
hither  a  particular  friend,  one  Mr  Baynard, 
who  has  just  lost  his  wife,  and  was  for  some 
time  disconsolate ;  though,  by  all  accounts, 
he  had  much  more  cause  for  joy  than  for 
sorrow  at  this  event.  His  countenance, 
however,  clears  up  apace,  and  he  appears  to 
be  a  person  of  rare  accomplishments  ;  but 
we  have  received  another  still  more  agree- 
able reinforcement  to  our  company,  by  the 
arrival  of  Miss  Willis  from  Gloucester.  She 
was  Liddy's  bosom-friend  at  boarding-school, 
and  being  earnestly  solicited  to  assist  at  the 
nuptials,  her  mother  was  so  obliging  as  to 
grant  my  sister's  request,  and  even  to  come 
with  her  in  person.  Liddy,  accompanied  by 
George  Dennison  and  me,  gave  them  the 
meeting  half  way,  and  next  day  conducted 
them  hither  in  safety.  Miss  Willis  is  a 
charming  girl,  and,  in  point  of  disposition, 
an  agreeable  contrast  to  my  sister,  who  is 
rather  too  grave  and  sentimental  for  my  turn 
of  rnind.  The  other  is  gay,  frank,  a  little 
giddy,  and  always  good-humoured.  She  has, 
moreover,  a  genteel  fortune,  is  well  born, 
and  remarkably  handsome.  Ah,  Phillips  ' 
if  these  qualities  were  permanent — if  her 
humour  would  never  change,  nor  her  beauties 
decay,  what  efforts  would  I  not  make — but 
these  are  idle  reflections—  my  destiny  must 
one  day  be  fulfilled. 

At  present  we  pass  the  time  as  agreeably 
as  we  can.  We  have  got  up  several  farces, 
which  afforded  unspeakable  entertainment, 
by  the  effects  they  produced  among  the 
country  people,  who  were  admitted  to  all 
our  exhibitions.  Two  nights  ago.  Jack  Wil- 
son acquired  great  applause  in  Harlequin 
Skeleton,  and  Lismahago  surprised  us  all  in 
the  character  of  Pierot.  His  long  lank  sides, 
and  strong  marked  features,  were  all  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  his  part.  He  appeared  with 
a  ludicrous  stare,  from  which  tie  had  dis- 
charged all  meaning :  he  adopted  the  im- 
pressions of  fear  and  amazement  so  naturally, 
that  many. of  the  audience  were  infected  by 
his  looks  :  but  when  the  skeleton  had  nim 
in  chase,  his  horror  became  most  divertingly 
picturesque,  and  seemed  to  endow  him  wUb 
such  preternatural  agility,  as  confounded  il 
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the  spectators.  It  wfs  a  lively  representa- 
i.ion  oi'Death  in  piiisuit  of  Consumption,  and 
hvJ  6acli  en  effect  upon  the  commonalty,  that 
some  rf  Ihem  sl'ricl."J  n,loud,  and  others  ran 
o-.it  of  the  Ii.vl  ir  th(^  utmost  consternation. 

This  is  not  tlic  only  instance  in  which  the 
lieutenant  had  lately  excited  our  wonder. 
His  temper,  which  had  been  soured  and 
ehrivelled  by  disappointment  and  chagrin,  is 
now  swelled  out  and  smoothed  like  a  raisin 
in  a  plum-porridge.  From  being  reserved 
and  punctilious,  he  is  become  easy  and 
obliging.  Ho  cracks  jokes,  laughs,  ajud  ban- 
ters, with  the  most  facetious  familiarity ; 
and,  in  a  word,  enters  into  all  our  schemes 
of  merriment  and  pastime.  The  otiier  day 
his  baggage  arrived  in  the  wagon  from  Lon- 
don, contained  in  two  large  trunks  and  a 
long  deal  box,  not  unlike  a  coffin.  The 
trunks  were  filled  with  his  wardrobe,  which 
he  displayed  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
company  ;  and  he  freely  owned,  that  it  con- 
eisted  chiefly  of  the  opima  spolia  taken  in 
battle.  What  he  selected  for  his  wedding 
Buit,  was  a  tarnished  white  cloth,  faced  with 
blue  velvet,  embroidered  with  silver  ;  but  he 
valued  himself  most  upon  a  tie-periwig,  in 
which  he  had  made  his  first  appearance  as  a 
lawyer,  about  thirty  years  ago.  This  machine 
had  been  in  buckle  ever  since,  and  now  all 
the  servants  in  the  family  were  employed  to 
friiz  it  out  for  the  ceremony,  which  was 
yesterday  celebrated  at  the  parish  church. 
George  iDennison  and  his  bride  were  distin- 
guished by  nothing  extraordinary  in  their 
apparel.  His  eyes  lightened  with  eagerness 
and  joy,  and  she  trembled  with  coyness  and 
confusion.  IMy  uncle  gave  her  away,  and 
her  friend  Willis  supported  her  during  the 
ceremony. 

But  my  aunt  and  her  paramour  took  the 
pas,  and  formed  indeed  such  a  pair  of  ori- 
ginals, as,  I  believe,  all  England  could  not 
parallel.  She  was  dressed  in  the  style  of 
1739 ;  and,  the  day  being  cold,  put  on  a  man- 
tle of  green  velvet  laced  with  gold  :  but  this 
was  taken  off  by  the  bridegroom,  who  threw 
over  her  shoulders  a  fur  cloak  of  American 
sables,  valued  at  fourscore  guineas,  a  present 
equally  agreeable  and  unexpected.  Thus 
accoutred,  she  was  led  up  to  the  altar  by  Mv 
Dennison,  who  did  the  office  of  her  father. 
Lismahago  advanced  in  the  military  step, 
with  his  French  coat  reaching  no  farther 
than  the  middle  of  his  thigh,  his  campaign 
wig  that  surpassed  all  description,  and  a  lan- 
guishing leer  upon  his  countenance,  in 
which  there  seemed  to  be  something  arch 
and  ironical.  The  ring  wliich  he  put  upon 
her  finger,  he  had  concealed  till  the  moment 
it  was  used.  He  now  produced  it  with  an 
air  of  self-complacencv.  It  was  a  curious 
antique,  set  with  rose-diamonds  :  he  told  us 
afterwards  it  had  been  in  his  family  tv/o  hun- 
dred years,  &nd  was  a  present  from  his 
frandinother.  These  circumstances  agree- 
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ably  flattered  the  pride  of  our  aunt  Tabitha, 
whicii  had  already  found  uncommon  gratifu 
cation  in  the  captain's  generosity  :  for  he 
had,  in  the  morning,  presented  my  uncle  with 
a  fine  bear's  skin  and  a  Spanish  fowling- 
piece,  and  me  with  a  case  of  pistols  curious- 
ly mounted  with  silver.  At  the  same  time, 
he  gave  Mrs  Jenkins  an  Indian  pur.?e,  made 
of  silk-grass,  containing  twenty  crown  pie- 
ces. You  must  know,  this  young  lady,  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr  Lloyd,  formed  the 
third  couple  who  yesterday  sacrificed  to  Hy- 
men. I  wrote  you  in  my  last  that  he  had 
recourse  to  my  mediation,  which  1  employed 
successfully  with  my  uncle  ;  but  Mrs  Tabitha 
held  out  till  the  love-sick  Jenkins  had  tvvo 
fits  of  the  mother ;  then  she  relented,  and 
those  two  cooing  turtles  were  caged  for  life. 
Our  aunt  made  an  eftbrt  of  generosity  ia 
furnishing  the  bride  with  her  supertluities  of 
clothes  and  linen,  and  her  e.vample  was  fol- 
lowed by  my  sister ;  nor  did  Mr  Bramble 
and  I  neglect  her  on  this  occasion.  It  waa 
indeed  a  day  of  peace-cffering.  Mr  Denni- 
son insisted  upon  Liddy's  accepting  two 
bank-notes  of  one  hundred  pounds  each,  as 
pocket-money  ;  and  his  lady  gave  her  a  dia- 
mond necklace  of  double  that  value.  There 
was,  besides,  a  mutual  exchange  of  tokens 
among  the  individuals  of  the  two  familie*! 
thus  happily  united. 

As  George  Dennison  and  his  partner  were 
judged  improper  objects  of  mirth.  Jack  Wil- 
son had  resolved  to  execute  some  jokes  on 
Lismahago,  and,  after  supper,  began  to  ])ly 
him  with  bumpers,  when  the  ladies  had  re- 
tired  ;  but  the  captain  perceiving  his  drift, 
begged  for  quarter,  alleging  that  the  adven- 
ture in  which  he  had  engaged  was  a  very 
serious  matter,  and  that  it  would  be  more 
the  part  of  a  good  Christian  to  pray  that  ho 
might  be  strengthened,  than  to  impede  his 
endeavours  to  finish  the  adventure.  He  was 
spared  accordingly,  and  permitted  to  ascend 
the  nuptial  couch  with  all  his  senses  about 
him.  There  he  and  his  consort  sat  in  state 
like  Saturn  and  Cybele,  while  the  benedic- 
tion posset  was  drank  ;  and  a  cake  being 
broken  over  the  head  of  Mrs  Tabitha  Lis- 
mahago, the  fragments  were  distributed 
among  tlie  by-standers,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  ancient  Britons,  on  the  sup- 
position that  every  person  who  ate  of  thia 
hallowed  cake  should  that  night  have  a 
vision  of  the  man  or  woman  whom  Heaven 
designed  should  be  his  or  her  wedded  mate 

The  weight  of  Wilson's  v.'aggery  fell  up- 
on honest  Humphry  and  his  spou.^e,  who 
were  bedded  in  an  upper  room,  with  the 
usual  ceremony  of  throwing  the  stocking. 
This  being  performed,  and  the  company 
withdrawn,  a  sort  of  caterwaulfng  ensued 
when  Jack  found  means  to  introduce  a  rea'. 
cat,  shod  with  walnut  shells,  which,  gallop 
ing  along  the  boards,  made  such  a  dreadfu, 
noise  as  effectually  discomposed  our  lovers 
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Winifred  screamed  aloud,  and  shrunk  under 
the  bcd-clotht's.  Mr  Lloyd,  believing  that 
S.itan  \vas  come  to  buffet  him  iti  propria 
persona,  laid  aside  all  carnal  thoughts,  and 
began  to  pray  aloud  with  great  fervency.  At 
length,  the  poor  animal  being  more  afraid 
t);an  either,  leaped  upon  the  bed,  and  mewled 
with  the  most  piteous  exclamation.  Lloyd, 
thus  informed  of  the  nature  of  tlie  annoy- 
ance, rose  and  set  the  door  wide  open,  so 
that  this  troublesome  visitant  retre'ated  with 
great  expedition  ;  then  securing  himself,  by 
means  of  a  double  bolt,  from  a  second  in- 
trusion, he  v,'as  left  to  enjoy  his  good  fortune 
without  disturbance. 

If  one  may  judge  from  the  looks  of  the 
parties,  they  are  all  very  well  satisfied  v.'ith 
what  has  passed.  George  Dennison  and 
his  wife  are  too  delicate  to  exhibit  any 
strong  marked  signs  of  their  mutual  satis- 
faction, but  their  eyes  are  sufficiently  ex- 
pressive. ]Mrs  Tabitha  Lismaliago  is  rather 
fulsome  in  signifying  her  approbation  of  the 
captain's  love  ;  wliile  his  deportment  is  the 
very  pink  of  gallantry.  He  siglis,  and  ogles, 
and  languishes  at  this  amiable  object.  He 
kisses  her  hand,  mutters  ejaculations  of  rap- 
ture, and  sings  tender  airs ;  and,  no  doubt, 
laughs  internally  at  her  folly  in  believing 
him  sincere,  la  order  to  show  how  little  his 
vigour  was  impaired  by  the  fatigues  of  the 
preceding  day,  he  tlris  moniing-  danced  a 
Highland  saraband  over  a  naked  back-sword, 
and  lea])ed  so  high,  that  I  believe  he  would 
make  no  contemptible  figure  as  a  vaulter  at 
Sadler's  Wells.  Mr  Matthew  Lloyd,  when 
asked  hov/  he  relishes  his  bargain,  throws 
up  his  eyes,  crying — *'  For  what  v/e  have 
received,  Lord  make  us  thankfid  :  amen." 
His  help-mate  giggles,  and  holds  her  hand 
before  her  eyes,  affecting  to  be  ashamed  of 
having  been  in  bed  witti  a  man.  Tiius  all 
these  widgeons  enjoy  the  novelty  of  their 
situation ;  but  pcrliaps  their  note  will  be 
changed,  when  they  arc  better  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  t'iie  decoy. 

As  Mrs  Willis  cannot  be  persuaded  to  sta}', 
and  Liddy  is  engaged  by  ])romise  to  accom- 
pany her  daughter  back  to  Gloucester,  I  fancy 
there  will  be  a  general  migration  from  hence, 
and  that  most  of  us  will  spend  the  Christmas 
holidays  at  Bath  ;  in  which  case  I  shall  cer- 
tainly find  an  opportunity  to  beat  up  your 
fj^iarters.  By  tliis  time,  I  suppose,  you  are 
sick  of  ahna  maler,  and  even  ready  to  exe- 
cute that  scheme  of  peregrination  which  was 
mst  year  concerted  between  vou  and  vour 
affectionate  J.  MELFORD. 

November  8 


To  Doctor  Lewis. 

De\r  Doctor, — My  niece  Liddy  is  now 
happily  settled  f  )r  life  ;  and  Captain  Lisma- 
.tfigo  has  taken  Tabby  off  my  hands ;  so  that 


I  have  nothing  farther  to  do,  but  to  comfort 
my  friend  Baynard,  and  provide  for  my  soR 
Lloyd,  who  is  also  fairly  joined  to  Mrs 
Winifred  Jenkins.  You  are  an  excellcnl 
genius  at  hints.  Dr  Arbuthnot  was  but  a 
type  of  Dr  Lewis  in  that  respect.  What 
you  observe  of  the  vestry-clerk  deserves  con- 
sideration. 1  make  no  doubt  but  Matthew 
Lloyd  is  well  enough  qualified  for  the  office; 
but,  at  present,  you  must  find  room  for  him 
in  tlie  house.  His  incorruptible  honesty  and 
indefatigable  care  will  be  serviceable  in  super- 
intending the  economy  of  my  farm,  though 
I  don't  mean  that  he  shall  interfere  with 
Barnes,  of  whom  I  have  no  cause  to  com- 
plain. I  am  just  returned  with  Baynard  from 
a  second  trip  to  his  house,  where  every  thino 
is  regulated  to  his  satisfaction.  He  could 
not,  however,  review  the  apartments  without 
tears  and  lamentation,  so  that  he  is  not  yet 
in  a  condition  to  be  left  alone ;  therefore,  I 
will  not  part  with  him  till  the  spring,  when 
he  intends  to  plunge  into  the  avocations  of 
husbandry,  wiiich  will  at  once  employ  and 
arnuse  his  attention.  Charles  Dennison  has 
promised  to  stay  with  him  a  fortnight,  to  set 
him  fairly  afloat  in  his  improvements  ;  and 
Jack  Wilson  will  see  him  from  time  to  time  ; 
besides,  he  has  a  few  friends  in  the  country, 
whom  his  new  plan  of  life  will  not  exclude 
from  his  society.  Li  less  than  a  year,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  he  will  find  himself  perfectly  at 
ease,  both  in  his  mind  and  body,  for  the  one 
had  dangerously  affected  the  other;  and  I 
shall  enjoy  the  exquisite  pleasure  of  seeing  my 
friend  rescued  from  misery  and  contempt. 

Mrs  Willis  being  determined  to  return 
with  her  daughter,  m  a  few  days,  to  Glou- 
cester, our  plan  has  undergone  some  altera- 
tion. Jerry  has  persuaded  his  brother-in-law 
to  carry  his  wife  to  Bath ;  and  I  believe  his 
parents  will  accompany  him  thither.  For 
my  part,  I  have  no  intention  to  take  that 
route.  It  must  be  something  very  extraordi- 
nary that  will  induce  me  either  to  revisit 
Bath  or  London.  My  sister  and  her  husband, 
Baynard  and  I,  will  take  leave  of  them  at 
Gloucester,  and  make  the  best  of  our  way  to 
Brambleton-hall,  where  I  desire  you  will 
prepare  a  good  chine  and  turkey  for  our 
Christmis  dinner.  You  must  also  employ 
your  medical  skill  in  defending  me  from  the 
attacks  of  the  gout,  that  I  may  be  in  good 
case  to  receive  the  rest  of  cur  company,  who 
promise  to  visit  us  in  their  return  from  the 
Bath.  As  I  have  laid  in  a  considerable  stock 
of  health,  it  is  to  be  hoped  you  will  not  have 
much  trouble  with  me  in  the  way  of  pnysic, 
but  I  intend  to  work  you  on  the  side  of  ex- 
ercise. I  have  got  an  excellent  fowling- 
piece  from  Mr  Lismahago,  who  is  a  keen 
sportsman,  and  we  shall  take  the  heath  in  all 
weathers.  That  this  scheme  of  life  may  by 
prosecuted  the  more  effectually,  I  intend  te 
renounce  ill  sedentary  amusements,  particu- 
larly that  ":f  writing  long  letters ;  a  resolu 
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tion,  which,   liad   I   taken  it  sooner,  might 
have  saved  you  the  trouble  which  you  have 
Lately  taken  in  readino;  the  tedious  epistles  of 
MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
November  14. 


I'o  Mrs  Gwyllim,  at  Bkambleto.n-IIall. 

Good  Mrs  Gwyllim, — Heaven,  for  wise 
purposes,  hath  ordained  tliat  I  should  change 
my  name  and  citation  in  life,  so  that  I  am 
not  to  be  considered  any  more  as  manager 
of  my  brother's  family :  but  as  I  cannot  sur- 
render up  my  stewardship  till  I  have  settled 
with  you  and  Williams,  I  desire  you  will  get 
your  accunts  ready  for  inspection,  as  we  are 
coming  home  without  further  delay.  My 
spouse,  the  captain,  being  subject  to  rum- 
matticks,  I  beg  you  will  take  great  care  to 
have  the  bloo  chamber,  up  two  pair  of  stairs, 
well  wkrmed  for  his  reception.  Let  the 
sashes  be  secured,  the  crevices  stopt,  the 
carpets  laid,  and  the  beds  well  tousled.  Mrs 
Lloyd,  late  Jenkins,  being  married  to  a  rela- 
tion of  the  family,  cannot  remain  in  the 
capacity  of  a  sarvant:  therefore,  I  wish  you 
would  cast  about  for  some  creditable  body  to 
be  with  me  in  her  room.  If  she  can  spin, 
and  is  mistress  of  plain  work,  so  much  the 
better — but  she  must  not  expect  extravagant 
wages — having  a  family  of  my  own,  I  must 
be  more  oecumenical  than  ever.  No  more 
at  present,  but  rests  your  loving  friend, 

TAB.  LISMAHAGO, 

November  20 


To  Mrs  Mary  Jones,  at   BRAJinLETON- 
Hall. 

JIrs  Jones, — Providence  hath  bin  pleased 
to  make  great  halteration  in  the  pasture  of 
our  affairs.  We  were  yesterday  three  kiple 
chiied  by  the  grease  of  God,  in  the  holy 


bands  of  mattermoney ;  and  I  now  subscribe 
myself  Loyd  at  your  sarvice.  All  the  parish 
allowed  that  young  squire  Dallison  and  his 
bride  was  a  comely  pear  for  to  see.  As  foi 
IMadarn  Lashmiheygo,  you  nose  her  pickle- 
arities — her  head,  to  be  sure,  was  fantasti- 
cal ;  and  her  spouse  had  wrapt  her  with  a 
long  marokin  furze  clock  from  the  land  of 
the  selvedges,  thof  they  say  it  is  of  immense 
vally.  The  captain  himself  had  a  hudgc 
hassock  of  air,  with  three  tails,  and  a  tum- 
tawdry  coat,  boddered  with  sulfur.  Wan 
said  he  was  a  monkey-bank;  and  the  ould 
botler  swore  he  was  the  born  imich  of  Titi- 
dall.  For  my  part,  I  says  nothing,  being  as 
how  the  captain  has  done  the  handsome  thing 
by  me.  Mr  Loyd  was  dressed  in  a  little  frog 
and  checketwith  gould  binding;  and  thof  he 
don't  enter  in  caparison  with  great  folks  of 
quality,  yet  he  has  got  as  good  blood  in  his 
veins  as  arrow  private  squire  in  the  county; 
and  then  his  pursing  is  far  from  contcntible. 
Your  humble  sarvant  had  on  a  plain  pea- 
green  tabby  sack,  with  my  Runnela  cap,  ruff 
toupee,  and  side  curls.  They  said  I  was 
the  very  moral  of  Lady  Rickmanstone,  but 
not  so  pale — that  may  well  be,  for  her  lady- 
ship is  my  elder  by  seven  good  years  and 
more.  Now,  Mrs  Mary,  our  satiety  is  tc 
suppurate.  Mr  Milfart  goes  to  Bath  along 
with  the  Dallisons,  and  the  rest  of  us  push 
home  to  Wales,  to  pass  our  Christmash  at 
Brampleton-hall.  As  our  appartments  is  to 
be  the  yallow  pepper,  in  the  thurd  story,  pray 
carry  my  things  thither.  Present  my  com- 
pliments to  Mrs  Gwillim,  and  I  hope  she  and 
I  will  live  upon  dissent  terms  of  civility. 
Being,  by  God's  blessing,  removed  to  a  higher 
spear,  you'll  excuse  my  being  familiar  with 
the  lower  sarvants  of  the  family ;  but,  as  I 
trust  you'll  behave  respectful,  and  keep  a 
proper  distance,  you  may  always  depend 
upon  the  good-will  and  purtection  of  yours. 

W.  LOYD 
November  '20. 
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BY  TOBIAS  SMOLLETT,  M.D. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


rilE  PUBLISHER  TO  THE  READER. 

In  these  ticklish  times,  it  may  be  necessary 
lo  give  euch  an  account  of  the  fallowing 
sheets  as  will  exempt  me  from  the  plague  of 
prosecution. 

On  tlie  7tli  of  Mard),  in  the  present  year 
1748,  they  were  offered  to  me  for  sale  by  a 
fall  thin  woman,  about  the  age  of  threescore, 
dressed  in  a  gown  of  bombasin,  with  a  cloak 
and  bonnet  of  black  silk,  both  a  little  tlie 
worto  fcr  the  wear.  She  called  herself  Dor- 
otliy  Hatchet,  spinster,  of  the  parish  of  Old- 
street,  administratri.v  of  Mr  Nathaniel  Pea- 
cock, who  died  in  the  said  parish  on  the  .5th 
day  of  last  April,  and  lies  buried  in  the 
church-yard  of  Islington,  in  the  north-west 
corner,  where  his  grave  i?  distinguished  by 
a  monumental  l)oari!,  inscribed  with  the  fol- 
lowing tristicb — 

/{ic,  hxc,  hoc. 

Here  lies  llie  lilotk 

Of  old  Nalliaiiiel  Peacock. 

In  this  particular,  any  person  whatever 
"s.v  sallofy  hiinaeif,  by  taking  an  afternoon's 


walk  to  Islington,  where,  at  the  White 
House,  he  may  recreate  and  refresh  himself 
with  e.\cellent  tea  and  hot  rolls  for  so  small 
a  ciiarge  as  eight-pence. 

As  to  the  MS.,  before  I  would  treat  for  it, 
I  read  it  over  attentively,  and  found  it  con- 
tained divers  curious  particulars  of  a  foreign 
history,  without  any  allusion  to,  or  resem- 
blance with,  the  trtinsactions  of  these  times. 
I  likewise  turned  over  to  Kenipfer  and  the 
Universal  History,  and  found  in  their  several 
accounts  of  Japan,  many  of  the  names  and 
much  of  the  matter  specified  in  the  following 
sheets.  Finally,  that  I  might  run  no  risk 
of  misconstruction,  I  had  recourse  to  an  em- 
inent chamber-counsel  of  my  acquaintance, 
who  diligently  perused  the  whole,  and  de- 
clared it  was  no  more  actionable  tiian  tht 
Vision  of  Ezckiel,  or  the  Lamentations  ot 
.Teremiah  the  prophet.  Thus  assured,  I  pur- 
chased the  copy,  which  I  now  present  ir; 
print,  with  my  best  respects  to  the  courteous 
reader,  being  his  very  humble  servant, 

S.  ETHRINGTON. 

Buckler  shury. 

Vivant  Rc.x  et  Regina. 


THE 


ADVENTURES   OF  AN  ATOM. 


THE  EDITOR'S  DECLARATION. 

I  Nathaniel  Peacock,  of  the  parish  of 
St  Giles's,  haberdasher  and  author,  solemnly 
declare,  that,  on  the  third  of  last  August, 
sitting  alone  in  my  study,  up  three  pair  of 
stairs,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve 
at  night,  meditating  upon  tlie  uncertainty  of 
sublunary  enjoyment,  I  heard  a  shrill,  small 
voice,  seemingly  proceeding  from  a  chink  or 
crevice  in  my  own  pericranium,  call  distinctly 
three  times, — "  Nathaniel  Peacock  !  Na- 
thaniel Peacock!  Nathaniel  Peacock!" — 
Astonished,  yea,  even  affrighted,  at  this  ci- 
tation, I  replied,  in  a  faultering  tone, — "  In 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  what  art  thou  V 
Thus  adjured,  the  voice  answered  and  said, 
— "  I  am  an  Atom."  I  was  now  thrown 
into  a  violent  perturbation  of  spirit,  for  I 
never  could  behold  an  atomy  without  fear 
and  trembling,  even  when  I  knew  it  was  no 
more  than  a  composition  of  dry  bones  ;  but 
the  conceit  of  being  in  presence  of  an  atomy, 
informed  with  spirit,  that  is,  animated  by  a 
ghost  or  goblin,  increased  my  terrors  exceed- 
ingly. I  durst  not  lift  up  mine  eyes,  lest  I 
should  behold  an  apparition  more  dreadful 
than  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall.  My 
knees  knocked  together ;  my  teeth  chattered  : 
mine  hair  bristled  up  so  as  to  raise  a  cotton 
night-cap  from  the  scalp  ;  my  tongue  cleav- 
ed to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  ;  my  temples 
were  bedev/ed  with  a  cold  sweat.  Verily  I 
was  for  a  season  entranced. 

At  length,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  I  recol- 
lected myself,  and  cried  aloud, — "  Avaunt, 
Satan,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost."  "  White-livered  caitiff!"  said 
the  voice  with  a  peculiar  tartness  of  pronun- 
elation,  "  what  art  thou  afraid  of,  that  thou 
Bhouldst  thus  tremble,  and  diffuse  around 
Ihee  such  an  unsavoury  odour  ?  What  thou 
hearest  is  within  thee — is  part  of  thyself.  I 
tin  one  of  those  atoms,  or  constituent  parti- 
cles of  matter,  which  can  neither  be  annihi- 
6  C*  8^* 


lated,  divided  nor  impaired :  the  different 
arrangements  of  us  atoms,  compose  all  the 
variety  of  objects  and  essences  which  nature 
exhibits  or  art  can  obtain.  Of  the  same 
shape,  substance,  and  quality,  are  the  compo- 
nent particles  that  harden  in  >ock,  and  flow 
in  water ;  that  blacken  in  the  negro,  and 
brighten  in  the  diamond  ;  that  exhale  from  a 
rose,  and  steam  from  a  dunghill.  Even  now 
ten  millions  of  atoms  were  dispersed  in  au 
by  that  odoriferous  gale,  which  the  commo- 
tion of  thy  fear  produced ;  and  I  can  foresee 
that  one  of  them  will  be  consolidated  in  a 
fibre  of  the  olfactory  nerve  belonging  to  a 
celebrated  beauty,  whose  nostril  is  excoriated 
by  the  immoderate  use  of  plain  Spanish. 
Know,  Nathaniel,  that  we  atoms  are  singly 
endued  with  such  efficacy  of  reason,  as  can- 
not be  expected  in  an  aggregate  body,  wher« 
we  crowd  and  squeeze  and  embarrass  one 
another ;  yet,  those  ideas  which  we  singly 
possess,  we  cannot  communicate,  except 
once  in  a  thousand  years,  and  then  only, 
when  we  fill  a  certain  place  in  the  pineal 
gland  of  a  human  creature,  the  very  station 
which  I  now  maintain  in  thine.  For  the 
benefit  of  you  miserable  mortals,  I  am  deter- 
mined to  promulge  the  history  of  one  period, 
during  which  I  underwent  some  strange  re- 
volutions in  the  empire  of  Japan,  and  was 
conscious  of  some  political  anecdotes  now 
to  be  divulged  for  the  instruction  of  British 
ministers.  Take  up  the  pen,  therefore,  and 
write  what  I  shall  unfold." 

By  this  time  my  first  apprehensions  vanish- 
ed ;  but  another  fear,  almost  as  terrible, 
usurped  its  place.  I  began  to  think  myself 
insane,  and  concluded  that  the  voice  was  nu 
other  than  the  fantastic  undulation  of  a  dis- 
turbed brain.  I  therefore  preferred  an  earnest 
orison  at  the  throne  of  grace,  that  I  might 
be  restored  to  the  fruition  of  my  right  un- 
derstanding and  judgment.  "  O  increduloua 
wretch  !"  exclaimed  the  voice,  "  I  will  now 
convince  thee  that  this  is  no  phantasma  oi 
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hideous  dream.  Answer  me,  dost  thou  know 
the  meaning  and  derivation  of  the  word 
atom  1"  1  replied, — "  No,  verily."  *'  Then  I 
will  tell  thee,"  said  the  voice;  "thou  shalt 
write  it  down  without  delay,  and  consult  the 
curate  of  the  parish  on  the  same  subject.  If 
his  explanation  and  mine  agree,  thou  wilt 
then  be  firmly  persuaded  that  I  am  an  actual, 
ndependent  existence  ;  and  that  this  address 
s  not  the  vague  delirium  of  a  disordered 
Drain.  Atomos  is  a  Greek  word,  signifying 
an  indivisible  particle,  derived  from  alpha, 
privativa,  and  temno,  to  cut." 

I  marvelled  much  at  tiiis  injunction,  which, 
however,  I  literally  obeyed  ;  and  next  morn- 
ing sallied  forth  to  visit  the  habitation  of 
♦he  curate  :  but  in  going  thither,  it  was  my 
hap  to  encounter  a  learned  physician  of  my 
acquaintance,  who  hath  read  all  the  books 
that  ever  were  published  in  any  nation  or 
language  :  to  him  I  referred  for  the  derivation 
of  the  word  atom.  He  paused  a  little,  threw 
up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  stroked  his  chin  with 
great  solemnity,  and,  hemming  three  times, — 
"  Greek,  sir,"  said  he,  "  is  more  familiar  to 
ni8  than  my  native  tongue.  I  have  conversed, 
sir,  with  Homer  and  Plato,  Hesiod  and  Theo- 
phrastus,  Herodotus,  Thucydides,  Hippocra- 
tes, Aretseus,  Pindar  and  Sophocles,  and  all 
the  poets  and  historians  of  antiquity.  Sir, 
my  library  cost  me  two  thousand  pounds.  I 
have  spent  as  much  more  in  making  experi- 
ments ;  and  you  must  know  that  I  have  dis- 
covered certain  chemical  specifics,  which  I 
would  not  divulge  fi)r  fifty  times  the  sum. 
.\?  for  the  word  atomos  or.  atime,  it  signifies 
a  scoundrel,  sir,  or,  as  it  were,  sir,  a  thing 
of  no  estimation.  It  is  derived,  sir,  from 
alpha  privativa,  and  time,  honour.  Hence, 
we  call  a  skeleton  an  atomy,  because,  sir, 
the  bones  are,  as  it  were,  dishonoured,  by 
being  stript  of  their  clothing,  and  exposed  in 
their  nakedness." 

I  was  sorely  vexed  at  this  interpretation, 
and  my  apprehension  of  lunacy  recurred  : 
nevertheless  I  proceeded  in  my  way  to  the 
lodgings  of  the  curate,  and  desired  his  ex- 
planation, which  tallied  exactly  with  what  I 
had  written.  At  my  return  to  my  own  house, 
I  ascended  to  my  study,  asked  pardon  of  my 
internal  monitor;  and  taking  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  sat  down  to  write  v.-hat  it  dictated  in 
the  following  strain. 

"  It  was  in  the  era  of  Foggien,*  one  thou- 
sand years  ago,  that  fate  determined  I  should 
exist  in  the  empire  of  Japan,  where  I  under- 
went a  great  number  of  vicissitudes,  till,  at 
length,  I  was  inclosed  in  a  grain  of  rice, 
eaten  by  a  Dutch  mariner  at  Firando,  and, 
becoming  a  particle  of  his  body,  brought  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  There  I  was  dis- 
charged in  a  scorbutic  dysentery,  taken  up 
in  a  heap  of  soil  to  manure  a  garden,  raised 

*  Tlie  bistory  of  Japan  is  divided  into  three 
nifferent  eras,  of  wliieii  Foggien  is  the  most 
sonsidcr:i))ie. 


to  vegetation  in  a  sallad,  devoured  by  an  Eng 
lish  supercargo,  assimilated  to  a  certain  oi- 
gan  of  his  body,  from  which,  at  his  return 
to  London,  being  diseased  in  consequence  of 
impure  contact,  I  was  again  separated  with 
a  considerable  portion  of  putrefied  flesh, 
thrown  upon  a  dunghill,  gobbled  up  and  di- 
gested by  a  duck  ;  of  which  duck  your  father, 
Ephraim  Peacock,  having  eaten  plentifully 
at  the  feast  of  the  cordwainers,  I  was  mixed 
with  his  circulating  juices,  and  finally  fixed 
in  the  principal  part  of  that  animalcule  which, 
in  process  of  time,  expanded  itself  into  thee, 
Nathaniel  Peacock." 

Having  thus  particularized  my  transmigra- 
tions since  my  conveyance  from  Japan,  I  shall 
return  thither,  and  untold  some  curious  par- 
ticulars of  state-intrigue,  carried  on  during 
the  short  period,  the  history  of  which  I  mean 
to  record.  I  need  not  tell  thee  that  the  em- 
pire of  Japan  consists  of  three  large  islands, 
or  that  the  people  who  inhabit  them  are  such 
inconsistent,  capricious  animals,  that  one 
would  imagine  they  were  created  for  the 
purpose  of  ridicule.  Their  minds  are  in  con- 
tinual agitation,  like  a  shuttlecock  tossed  to 
and  fro,  in  order  to  divert  the  demons  of  plii- 
losophy  and  folly.  A  Japanese,  without  the 
intervention  of  any  visible  motive,  is,  by 
turns,  merry  and  pensive,  superficial  and 
profound,  generous  and  illiberal,  rash  and 
circumspect,  courageous  and  fearful,  benevo- 
lent and  cruel.  They  seern  to  have  no  fixed 
principle  of  action,  no  certain  plan  of  con- 
duct, no  effectual  rudder  to  steer  them  through 
the  voyage  of  life,  but  to  be  hurried  down  the 
rapid  tide  of  each  revolving  whim,  or  driven 
the  sport  of  every  gust  of  passion  that  hap- 
pens to  blow.  A  Japanese  will  sing  at  a 
funeral  and  sigh  at  a  wedding;  he  will  this 
hour  talk  ribaldry  with  a  prostitute,  and  the 
next  immerse  himself  in  the  study  of  me- 
taphysics or  theology.  In  favour  of  one 
stranger,  he  will  exert  all  the  virtues  of  hos- 
pitality ;  against  another  he  will  exercise  all 
the  animosity  of  the  most  sordid  prejudice: 
one  minute  sees  him  hazarding  his  all  on  the 
success  of  the  most  extravagant  project; 
another  beljolds  him  hesitating  on  lending  a 
a  few  copans*  to  iiis  friend  on  undeniable 
security.  To-day  he  is  afraid  of  paring  his 
corns  ;  to-morrow  he  scruples  not  to  cut  his 
own  throat.  At  one  season  he  will  give  half 
his  fortune  to  the  poor :  at  another  he  will 
not  bestow  the  smallest  pittance  to  save  his 
brother  from  indigence  and  distress.  He  is 
elated  to  insolence  by  the  least  gleam  of 
success ;  he  is  dejected  to  despondence  by 
the  slightest  turn  of  adverse  fortune.  One 
hour  he  doubts  the  best  established  truths ; 
the  next  he  swallows  the  most  improbable 
fiction.  His  praise  and  his  censure  are  what 
a  wise  man  would  choose  to  avoid,  as  evils 
equally    pernicious :    the    first    is   generally 

'  Copan  is  a  gold  coin  used  in  Japan,  valoe 
about  43  sliiilinsrs. 
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raised  without  fecundation,  and  carried  to 
luch  extravagance,  as  to  expose  the  object 
lo  the  ridicule  of  mankind  ;  the  last  is  oRen 
Dnprovoked,  yet  usually  intlamed  to  all  the 
rage  of  the  most  malignant  persecution.  He 
will  extol  above  Alexander  the  Great  a  petty 
officer  who  robs  a  hen-roost ;  and  damn  to 
infamy  a  general  for  not  performing  impossi- 
bilities. The  same  man  whom  he  yesterday 
flattered  with  the  most  fulsome  adulation,  he 
will  to-morrow  revile  with  the  most  bitter 
abuse;  and,  at  the  turning  of  a  straw,  take 
into  his  bosom  the  very  person  whom  he  has 
formerly  defamed  as  the  most  perfidious 
rascal. 

The  Japanese  value  themselves  much  upon 
their  constitution,  and  are  very  clamorous 
about  the  words  liberty  and  property  ;  yet,  in 
fact,  the  only  liberty  they  enjoy  is  to  get 
drunk  whenever  they  please,  to  revile  the 
government,  and  quarrel  with  one  another. 
With  respect  to  their  property,  they  are  the 
tamest  animals  in  the  world  ;  and,  if  properly 
managed,  undergo,  without  wincing,  such 
impositions  as  no  other  nation  in  the  world 
would  bear.  In  this  particular,  they  may  be 
compared  to  an  ass,  that  will  crouch  under 
the  most  unconscionable  burden,  provided 
you  scratch  his  long  ears,  and  allow  him  to 
Dray  his  bellyfull.  They  are  so  practicable, 
that  they  have  suffered  their  pockets  to  be 
drained,  their  veins  to  be  emptied,  and  their 
credit  to  be  cracked,  by  the  most  bungling 
administration,  to  gratify  the  avarice,  pride, 
md  ambition  of  the  most  sordid  and  con- 
.emptible  sovereigns  that  ever  sat  upon  the 
ihrone. 

The  methods  used  for  accomplishing  these 
purposes  are  extremely  simple.  You  have 
.seen  a  dancing  bear  incensed  to  a  dangerous 
degree  of  rage,  and  all  at  once  appeased  by 
firing  a  pistol  over  his  nose.  The  Japanese, 
even  in  their  most  ferocious  moods,  when 
they  denounce  vengeance  against  the  cuboy, 
or  minister,  and  even  threaten  the  throne  it- 
(«;":'",  are  easily  softened  into  meekness  and 
condescension.  A  set  of  tall  fellows,  hired 
for  the  purpose,  tickle  them  under  the  noses 
with  long  straws  into  a  gentle  convulsion, 
during  which  they  shut  their  eyes,  and  smile, 
and  quietly  s  "ffer  their  pockets  to  be  turned 
inside  out.  Nay,  what  is  still  more  remarka- 
ble, the  ministry  is  in  possession  of  a  pipe, 
or  rather  bullock's  horn,  which,  being  s  runded 
to  a  particular  pitch,  has  such  an  ofltct  on 
tr.e  ears  and  understa.iding  of  the  ^.eople, 
th^t  they  allow  their  pockets  to  h<\  picked 
v,-ith  their  eyes  open,  and  arc  br'l  •'c  tc  be- 
iray  their  own  interests  with  their  o.vn  iro- 
ncy,  as  easily  as  if  the  treasure  had  come 
from  the  remot.^st  corner  of  the  globe.  Not- 
wtbstancing  tiiose  capricious  peculiarities, 
the  Japanese  ire  become  a  wealthy  and  pow- 
erful peoplt,  partly  from  their  insular  situa- 
tion, and  partly  from  a  spirit  of  commercial 
,  dventure,  sustained  by  all  the  obstinacy  of 


perseverance,  and  conducted  by  repeated 
flashes  nf  good  sense,  which  almost  incess- 
antly gleam  through  the  chaos  of  their  ab 
surdities. 

Japan  was  originally  governed  by  monarchs 
who  possessed  an  absolute  power,  and  suc- 
ceeded by  hereditary  right,  under  the  title  of 
Dairo.  IJnt  in  the  beginning  of  the  period 
Foggien,  this  emperor  became  a  cypher,  and 
the  whole  administration  devolved  into  the 
hands  of  the  prime  minister,  or  cuboy,  who 
now  exercises  all  the  power  and  authority, 
leaving  the  trappings  of  royalty  to  the  inac- 
tive dairo.  The  prince  who  held  the  reins 
of  government  in  the  short  period  which  I 
intend  to  record,  was  not  a  lineal  descendant 
of  the  ancient  dairos,  the  immediate  success- 
ion having  failed,  but  sprung  from  a  collateral 
branch  which  was  invited  from  a  foreign 
country  in  the  person  of  Biipo,  in  honour  of 
whom  the  Japanese  erected  Fakku-basi,*  or 
the  temple  of  the  white  horse.  So  much 
were  all  his  successors  devoted  to  the  culture 
of  the  idol,  which,  by  the  bye,  was  made  of 
the  vilest  materials,  that,  in  order  to  enrich 
his  shrine,  they  impoverished  tlic  whole  em- 
pire, yet  still  with  the  connivance  and  by  the 
influence  of  the  cuboy,  who  gratified  this 
sordid  passion  or  superstition  of  the  dairo, 
with  a  view  to  prevent  him  from  employing 
his  attention  on  matters  of  greater  conse- 
quence. 

Nathaniel,  you  have  heard  of  the  transmi- 
gration of  souls,  a  doctrine  avoived  by  one 
Pithagoras,  a  philosopher  of  Crotona.  This 
doctrine,  though  discarded  and  reprobated 
by  Christians,  is,  nevertheless,  sound  and  or- 
thodox, I  affirm  on  the  integrity  of  an  atom. 
Further  I  shall  not  explain  myself  on  this 
subject,  though  I  might  v/ith  safety  set  the 
convocation  and  the  whole  hierarchy  at  de- 
fiance, knowing,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  not  in 
their  power  to  make  me  bate  one  particle  of 
what  I  advance;  or,  if  thoy  should  endeavour 
to  reach  me  through  your  organs,  and  even 
condemn  you  to  the  stake  at  Smithfield, 
verily  I  say  unto  thee,  I  should  be  a  gamer 
by  the  next  remove.  I  should  shift  my  quar. 
ters  from  a  very  cold  and  empty  tenement, 
which  I  now  occupy  in  the  brain  of  a  poor 
haberdasher,  to  the  nervous  plexus  situated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  stomach  of  a  fat  alder- 
man fed  with  venison  and  turtle. 

But  to  return  to  Pythagoras,  whom  one  of 
your  wise  countrymen  denominated  Petet 
Gore  the  wise-acre  of  Croton  ;  you  must 
know  that  philosopher  was  a  type,  which 
hath  not  yet  been  fully  unveiltd.  That  he 
taught  the  mctempsychosi.s,  explained  the 
nature  and  property  of  harmonies,  demon- 
strated the  motion  of  the  earth,  discovered 
the  elements  of  geometry  and  arithmetic, 
enjoined  his  disciples  silence,  and  abstained 
from  eating  any  thing  that  was  ever  informed 
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ay  the  breath  of  life,  are  circumstances 
Known  to  all  the  learned  world;  but  his  vene- 
ration for  beans,  which  cost  him  his  life,  his 
golden  tiiigh,  his  adventures  in  the  character 
of  a  courtezan,  his  golden  verses,  his  epithet 
of  ai/Tos-  i<fi,  the  fable  of  his  being  born  of 
a  virgin,  and  his  descent  into  hell,  are  mys- 
teries in  which  some  of  the  most  important 
truths  are  concealed.  Between  friends, 
honest  Nathaniel,  I  myself  constituted  part 
of  that  sage's  body;  and  I  could  say  a  great 
deal — but  there  is  a  time  for  all  things.  I 
shall  only  observe,  that  Philip  Tessier  had 
some  reason  for  supposing  Pythagoras  to 
nave  been  a  monk;  and  there  are  shrewd 
aints  in  Meyer's  dissertation,  Utram  Pytha- 
goras Jud<BUS  fuit,  an  monachus  Carmelita. 

Waving  these  intricate  discussions  for  the 
present  (though  I  cannot  help  disclosing  that 
jPythagoras  was  actually  circumcised),  know. 
Peacock,  that  the  metempsychosis,  or  trans- 
migrajtion  of  souls,  is  the  method  which  na- 
ture and  fate  constantly  pursue  in  animating 
the  creatures  produced  on  the  face  of  the 
earth ;  ^nd  this  process,  with  some  variatioi), 
IS  such  as  the  Eleusi;>ian  mysteries  imported, 
and  such  as  you  have  read  in  Dryden's  trans- 
lation of  the  sixth  book  of  Virgil's  ^neid. 
The  gods  have  provided  a  great  magazine  or 
diversorium,  to  which  the  departed  souls  of 
all  animals  repair  at  their  dismission  from  the 
Dody.  Here  they  are  bathed  in  the  waters  of 
oblivion  until  they  retain  no  memory  of  the 
scenes  through  which  they  have  passed  ;  but 
they  still  preserve  their  original  crasis  and 
capacity.  From  this  repository  all  new  cre- 
ated beings  are  supplied  with  souls ;  and 
these  souls  transmigrate  into  different  ani- 
mals, according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  great 
disposer.  For  example,  my  good  friend  Na- 
thaniel Peacock,  your  own  soul  has,  within 
these  hundred  years,  threaded  a  goat,  a  spi- 
der, and  a  bishop ;  and  its  next  stage  will  be 
he  carcase  of  a  brewer's  horse. 

In  what  manner  we  atoms  come  by  these 
articles  ctf  intelligence,  whether  by  intuition, 
or  communication  of  ideas,  it  is  not  necess- 
ary that  you  should  conceive.  Suffice  it  to 
eay,  the  gods  were  merry  on  the  follies  of 
mankind,  and  Mercury  undertook  to  exhibit 
a  mighty  nation,  ruled  and  governed  by  the 
meanest  intellects  that  could  be  found  in  the 
repository  of  pre-existing  spirits.  He  laid 
the  scene  in  Japan,  about  the  middle  of  the 
period  Foggien,  when  that  nation  was  at 
peace  with  all  her  neighbours.  Into  the 
mass  destined  to  sway  the  sceptre,  he  in- 
fused, at  the  very  article  of  conception,  the 
Bpirit,  which,  in  course  of  strangulation,  had 
been  expelled  a  ■posteriori  from  a  goose, 
killed  on  purpose  to  regale  the  appetite  of 
the  mother.  The  animalcule,  thus  inspired, 
was  born,  and  succeeded  to  the  throne,  under 
the  name  of  Got-hama-baba.  His  whole  life 
and  conversation  was  no  other  than  a  repe- 
itionof  the  humours  he  had  displayed  in  his 


last  character.  He  was  rapacious,  shallow, 
hot-headed,  and  perverse  ;  in  point  of  under- 
standing, just  sufficient  to  appear  in  public 
without  a  slavering  bib ;  imbued  with  no 
knowledge,  illumed  by  no  sentiment,  and 
warmed  with  no  affection,  except  a  blind 
attachment  to  the  worship  of  Fakku-basi, 
which  seemed  indeed  to  be  a  disease  in  his 
constitution.  His  heart  was  meanly  selfish, 
and  his  disposition  altogether  unprincely. 

Of  all  his  recreations,  that  which  he  de- 
lighted in  most,  was  kicking  the  breech  of 
his  cuboy,  or  prime  minister,  an  exercise 
which  he  every  day  performed  in  private.  It 
was  therefore  necessary  that  a  cuboy  should 
be  found  to  undergo  this  diurnal  operation 
without  repining.  This  was  a  circumstance 
foreseen  and  provided  for  by  Mercury,  who, 
a  little  afler  the  conception  of  Got-hama- 
baba,  impregnated  the  ovum  of  a  future 
cuboy,  and  implanted  in  it  a  changeling  soul, 
which  had  successively  passed  through  tho 
bodies  of  an  ass,  a  dotteril,  an  apple-woman, 
and  a  cow-boy.  It  was  diverting  enough  to 
see  the  rejoicings  with  which  the  birth  of 
this  quanbuku*  was  celebrated;  and  still 
more  so  to  observe  the  marks  of  fond  admi- 
ration in  the  parents,  as  the  soul  of  the  cow» 
boy  proceeded  to  expand  itself  in  the  young 
cuboy.  This  is  a  species  of  diversion  we 
atoms  often  enjoy.  We  at  different  times 
behold  the  same  spirit  hunted  down  in  a  hare, 
and  cried  up  in  a  Hector;  fawning  in  a 
prostitute,  and  bribing  in  a  minister;  break- 
ing forth  in  a  whistle  at  the  plough,  and  in 
a  sermon  from  the  pulpit;  impelling  a  hog  to 
the  stye,  and  a  counsellor  to  the  cabinet, 
prompting  a  shoe-boy  to  filch,  and  a  patriot 
to  harangue;  squinting  in  a  goat,  and  smiling 
in  a  matron. 

Tutors  of  all  sorts  were  provided  betimes 
for  the  young  quanbuku,  but  his  genius  re- 
jected all  cultivation;  at  least  the  crops  it 
produced  were  barren  and  ungrateful.  He 
was  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Fika-kaka, 
and  caressed  as  the  heir  of  an  immense  for- 
tune. Nay,  he  was  really  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  hopeful  young  quanbukus  in  the 
empire  of  Japan;  for  his  want  of  ideas  waa 
attended  with  a  total  absence  of  pride,  inso- 
lence, or  any  other  disagreeable  vice ;  indeed 
his  character  was  founded  upon  negatives. 
He  had  no  understanding,  no  economy,  no 
courage,  no  industry,  no  steadiness,  no  dis- 
cernment, no  vigour,  no  retention.  He  was 
reputed  generous  and  good  humoured ;  but 
was  really  profuse,  chicken-hearted,  negh- 
gent,  fickle,  blundering,  weak,  and  leaky. 
All  these  qualificaticns  were  agitated  by  an 
eagerness,  haste,  and  impatience,  that  com- 
pleted the  most  ludicrous  composition  wbioh 
human  nature  ever  produced.  He  appeared 
always  in  hurry  and  confusion,  as  if  lie  had 

*  Quanbuku  is  a  3ignity  of  the  first  order  'r 
Japan. 
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lOst  his  wits  in  the  morning,  and  was  in 
quest  of  them  all  day.  Let  mo  wliisper  a 
secret  to  you,  my  good  friend  Peacock.  All 
this  bustle  and  trepidation  proceeded  from  a 
hollowness  in  the  brain,  forming  a  kind  of 
eddy,  in  which  his  animal  spirits  were  bur- 
ned about  in  a  perpetual  swirl.  Had  it  not 
Deen  for  this  lusus  natura,  the  circulation 
would  not  have  been  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
poses of  animal  life.  Had  the  whole  world 
been  searched  by  the  princes  thereof,  it  would 
not  have  produced  another  to  have  matched 
this  half-witted  original,  to  whom  the  admin- 
istration of  a  mighty  empire  was  wholly 
consigned.  Notwithstanding  dl  the  care 
that  was  taken  of  his  education,  Fika-kaka 
never  could  comprehend  any  art  or  science, 
except  that  of  dancing  bare-headed  among 
the  bonzas,  at  the  great  festival  of  Camba- 
doxi.  The  extent  of  his  knowledge  in  arith- 
metic went  no  farther  than  the  numeration 
of  hie  ten  fingers.  In  history,  he  had  no  idea 
cf  what  preceded  a  certain  treaty  with  the 
Chinese,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Syko,  who 
died  within  his  own  remembrance;  and  was 
?o  ignorant  of  geography,  that  he  did  not 
know  that  his  native  country  was  surrounded 
by  the  sea.  No  system  of  morality  could  he 
ever  understand;  and  of  the  fourteen  sects 
of  reliffion  that  are  permitted  in  Japan,  the 
only  discij^dine  he  could  imbibe  was  a  super- 
stitious devotion  for  Fakku-basi,  the  temple 
of  the  white  horse.  This,  indeed,  was  nei- 
ther the  fruit  of  doctrine,  nor  the  result  of 
reason;  but  a  real  instinct,  implanted  in  his 
nature  for  fulfilling  the  ends  of  Providence. 
His  person  was  extremely  awkward  ;  his  eye 
vacant,  though  alarmed ;  his  speech  thick 
and  embarrassed  :  his  utterance  ungraceful ; 
and  his  meaning  perplexed.  With  much 
difficulty  he  learned  to  write  his  own  name, 
and  that  of  the  dairo  ;  and  picked  up  a  smat- 
tering of  the  Chinese  language,  which  was 
sometimes  used  at  court.  In  his  youth,  he 
freely  conversed  with  women  ;  but,  as  he 
advanced  in  age,  he  placed  his  chief  felicity 
in  the  deliglitsof  the  table.  He  hired  cooks 
from  China  at  an  enormous  expense,  and 
drank  huge  quantities  of  the  strong  liquor 
distilled  from  rice,  which,  by  producing  re- 
peated intoxication,  had  an  unlucky  effect 
upon  his  brain,  that  was  naturally  of  a  loose 
flimsy  texture.  The  immoderate  use  of  this 
potation  was  likewise  said  to  have  greatly 
impaired  his  retentive  faculty ,  inasmuch  as 
he  was  subject,  upon  every  extraordinary 
emotion  of  spirit,  to  an  involuntary  discharge 
from  the  last  of  the  intestines. 

Such  was  the  character  of  Fika-kaka,  en- 
titled by  his  birth  to  a  prodigious  estate,  as 
well  as  to  the  honours  of  quanbuku,  the 
first  hereditary  dignity  in  the  empire.  In 
consequence  of  this  high  station,  he  was 
connected  with  all  the  great  men  in  Japan, 
Rnd  used  to  the  court  from  his  infancy. 
Here  it   was   he   became   acquainted   with 


young  Gothama-baba,  his  future  sovereign  ; 
and  their  souls  beinr  congenial,  they  soon 
contracted  an  intimacy,  wliicii  endured  foi 
life.  They  were  like  twin  particles  of  mat- 
ter,  which  having  been  divorced  from  one 
another  by  a  most  violent  shock,  had  floated 
many  thousand  years  in  the  ocean  of  the 
universe,  till  at  length  meeting  by  accident, 
and  approaching  within  the  spheres  of  each 
other's  attraction,  they  rush  together  with 
an  eager  embrace,  and  continue  united  ever 
after. 

The  favour  of  the  sovereign,  added  to  the 
natural  influence  arising  from  a  vast  fortune 
and  great  alliances,  did  not  fail  to  elevate 
Fika-kaka  to  the  most  eminent  offices  of 
the  state,  until,  at  length,  ho  attained  to  the 
dignity  cf  cuboy,  or  chief  minister,  which 
virtually  comprehends  all  the  rest.  Here 
then  v/as  the  strangest  phenomenon  that 
ever  appeared  in  the  political  world.  A 
statesman  without  capacity,  or  the  smallest 
tincture  of  human  learning  ;  a  secretary  who 
could  not  write  ;  a  financier  who  did  not  un- 
derstand the  multiplication  table  ;  and  the 
treasurer  of  a  vast  empire  who  never  could 
balance  accounts  with  his  own  butler. 

He  was  no  sooner,  for  the  diversion  of 
the  gods,  promoted  to  the  cnboyship,  than 
his  vanity  was  pampered  with  all  sorts  of 
adulation.  lie  was  in  magnificence  extolled 
above  the  first  Meckaddo,  or  line  of  empe- 
rors, to  whom  divine  honours  had  been  paid; 
equal  in  wisdom  to  Tensio-dai-sin,  the  first 
founder  of  the  Japanese  mojiarchy  ;  braver 
than  Whey-vang,  of  tiie  dynasty  of  Chew  ; 
more  learned  than  Jacko,  the  chief  pontiff 
of  Japan ;  more  liberal  than  Shi-wang-ti, 
who  was  possessed  of  the  universal  medicine; 
and  more  religious  than  Bupo,  alias  Kobot, 
who,  from  a  foreign  country,  brought  with 
him,  on  a  white  horse,  a  book  called  Kio, 
containing  the  mysteries  of  his  religion. 

But  by  none  was  he  more  cultivated  than 
by  the  bonzas,  or  clergy,  especially  those  of 
the  university  of  Frenoxcna,*  so  renowned 
for  their  learning,  sermons  and  oratory,  w'na 
actually  chose  him  their  supreme  director, 
and  every  morning  adored  him  with  a  very 
singular  rite  of  worship.  This  attachment 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  Fika-kaka  was 
known  to  favour  the  sect  of  Ncm-buds-ju, 
who  distinguished  themselves  by  the  cere- 
mony of  circumcision.  Seme  malicious  peo- 
ple did  not  scruple  to  whisper  about,  that  he 
himself  had  privately  undergone  the  opera- 
tion :  but  these,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
were  the  suggestions  of  falsehood  and  slan- 
der. A  slight  scarification,  indeed,  it  was  once 
necessary  to  make,  on  account  of  his  health  , 
but  this  was  no  ceremony  of  any  religion.^ 
worship.  The  truth  was  this  : — the  Nem- 
buds-ju,  being  few  in  number,  and  generally 
hated  by  the  whole  nation,  had  recourse  t« 
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the  protection  of  Fika-kaka,  which  they  ob- 
tained for  a  valuable  consideration.  Then 
a  law  was  promulgated  in  their  favour ;  a 
Btep  which  was  so  far  from  exciting  the  jea- 
lousy of  the  bonzas,  that  tliere  was  not  above 
three,  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
thousand,  that  opened  their  lips  in  disappro- 
bation of  the  measure.  Such  were  the  vir- 
tue and  moderation  of  the  bonzas,  and  so 
loth  were  they  to  disoblige  their  great  direc- 
tor Fika-kaka. 

What  rendered  the  knot  of  connection  be- 
tween Dairo  Got-hama-baba  and  this  cu- 
boy  altogether  indissoluble,  was  a  singu- 
lar circumstance,  which  I  shall  now  explain. 
Fika-kaka  not  only  devoted  himself  entirely 
to  the  gratification  of  his  master's  prejudices 
and  rapacity,  even  when  they  interfered  the 
most  with  the  interest  and  reputation  of  Ja- 
pan ;  but  he  also  submitted  personally  to  his 
capricious  humours  with  the  most  placid  re- 
signation. He  presented  his  posteriors  to  be 
kicked  as  regularly  as  the  day  revolved ;  and 
presented  them  not  barely  with  submission, 
but  with  all  the  appearance  of  fond  desire  : 
and  truly  tliis  diurnal  exposure  was  attended 
with  such  delectation  as  he  never  enjoyed 
in  any  other  attitude. 

To  explain  this  matter,  I  must  tell  thee, 
Peacock,  that  Fika-kaka  was  from  his  in- 
fancy afflicted  with  an  itching  of  the  podex, 
which  the  learned  Dr  Woodward  would 
have  termed  iirmanis  aiiuaiv  pruritus. — 
That  great  naturalist  would  have  imputed  it 
txi  a  redundancy  of  cholicy  salts,  got  out  of 
tne  stomach  and  guts  into  the  blood,  and 
thrown  upon  these  parts,  and  he  would  have 
attempted  to  break  their  colluctations  with 
o"l,  &c.  but  I,  who  know  the  real  causes  of 
this  disorder,  smile  at  these  whims  of  phi- 
losophy. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  all  the 
most  eminent  physicians  in  Japan  v/ere  con- 
sulted about  this  strange  tickling  aiid  ting- 
ling, and  among  these  the  celebrated  Fansey, 
whose  spirit  afterwards  informed  the  body 
of  Rabelais.  This  experienced  leech,  hav- 
ing prescribed  a  course  of  cathartics,  bal- 
samics,  and  sweeteners,  on  the  supposition 
that  the  blood  was  tainted  v/ith  a  scorbutical 
itch,  at  length  found  reason  to  believe  that  the 
disease  was  local.  He  therefore  tried  the  me- 
thod of  gentle  friction  :  for  which  purpose  he 
used  almost  the  very  same  substances  which 
were  many  centuries  after  applied  by  Gar- 
gantua  to  his  own  posteriors  :  such  as  a  night- 
cap, a  pillow-bier,  a  slipper,  a  poke,  a 
panier,  a  beaver,  a  hen,  a  cock,  a  chicken, 
a  calf-skin,  a  hare-skin,  a  pigeon,  a  cormo- 
rant, a  lawyer's  bag,  a  lamprey,  a  coif,  a 
lure  ;  nay,  even  a  goose's  neck,  without  find- 
ing that  volupte  merijique  au  trou  de  cul, 
which  was  tlio  portion  of  the  son  of  Gran- 
gousier.  In  short,  there  was  nothing  that 
gave  Fika-kaka  such  respite  from  this  tor- 
menting titillation  as  did  smearing  the  parts 


with  thick  cream,  wliich  was  afterwards 
licked  up  by  the  rough  tongue  of  a  boar-cat. 
But  the  administration  of  this  remedy  was 
once  productive  of  a  disagreeable  incident. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  distemper  gaining 
ground,  became  so  troublesome,  that  the  cu. 
fortunate  quanbuku  was  incessantly  in  the 
fidgets,  and  ran  about  distracted,  cackling 
like  a  hen  in  labour. 

The  source  of  all  this  misfortune  was  the 
juxtaposition  of  two  atoms  quarrelling  for 
precedency,  in  this  the  cuboy's  seat  of 
honour.  Their  pressing  and  squeezing,  and 
elbowing  and  jostling,  though  of  no  effect 
in  discomposing  one  another,  occasioned  all 
this  irritation  and  titillation  in  the  posteri- 
ors of  Fika-kaka.  What !  dost  thou  mutter. 
Peacock  ]  dost  thou  presume  to  question  my 
veracity  1  Now,  by  the  indivisible  rotundity 
of  an  atom,  I  have  a  good  mind,  caitiff,  to 
raise  such  a  buzzing  commotion  in  thy 
glandula  pinealis,  that  thou  shalt  run 
distracted  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  like 
lo  when  she  was  stung  by  Juno's  gad-fly  ! 
What !  thou  who  hast  been  wrapped  from 
the  cradle  in  visions  of  mystery  and  revela- 
tion, and  swallowed  impossibilities  like 
lamb's  wool,  and  digested  doctrines  harder 
than  iron  three  times  quenched  in  the  Ebro  I 
thou  to  demur  at  what  I  assert  upon  the  evi- 
dence  and  faith  of  my  own  consciousness 
and  consistency  ! — Oh !  you  capitulate  !  well, 
then  beware  of  a  relapse — you  know  a  re- 
lapsed heretic  finds  no  mercy. 

J  say,  while  Fika-kaka's  podex  was  the 
scene  of  contention  between  two  turbulent 
atoms,  I  had  the  honour  to  be  posted  imme- 
diately under  the  nail  of  the  dairo's  great  toe. 
which  happened  one  day  to  itch  more  than 
usual  for  occupation.  The  cuboy  presenting 
himself  at  that  instant,  and  turning  his  face 
from  his  master,  Got-hama-baba  performed 
the  exercise  with  such  uncommon  vehe- 
mence, that  first  his  slipper,  and  then  his 
toe-nail  flew  off,  after  having  made  a  small 
breach  in  the  perineum  of  Fika-kaka.  By 
the  same  effort  I  was  divorced  from  the 
great  toe  of  the  sovereign,  and  lodged  near 
the  great  gut  of  his  minister,  exactly  in  the 
interstice  between  the  two  hostile  particles, 
which  were  thus  in  some  measure  restrain- 
ed from  wrangling  ;  though  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  keep  the  peace  entirely.  Never- 
theless,  Fika-kaka's  torture  was  immedigtely 
suspended  ;  and  he  was  even  seized  with  an 
orgasm  of  pleasure,  analogous  to  that  which 
characterises  the  ecstasy  of  love. 

Think  not,  however.  Peacock,  that  I  would 
adduce  this  circumstance  as  a  proof  that 
pleasure  and  pain  are  mere  relations,  which 
can  exist  only  as  they  are  contrasted.  No  : 
pleasure  and  pain  are  simple,  independent 
ideas,  incapable  of  definition  ;  and  this  which 
Fika-kaka  felt,  was  an  ecstasy  compounded 
of  positive  pleasure  ingrafted  upon  the  re- 
moval    of  pain  ;  but   whether  this   positiv« 
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pleasure  depciulod  ii])on  a  particular  centre 
of  percussion  hit  upon  by  accident,  or  was 
the  inseparable  elTcct  cf  kicking  and  scratch- 
ing conterred  by  a  royal  foot  and  toe,  I  shall 
not  at  j)rc3ent  unfold  :  neither  will  I  demon- 
strate the  mmlus  operandi  on  the  nervous 
papillaj  of  Fika-kaka's  breech,  whether  by 
irritation,  relaxation,  undulation,  or  vibra- 
tion. Were  these  essential  discoveries  com- 
municated, human  philosophy  would  become 
loo  arrogant.  It  was  but  the  other  day  that 
Newton  made  shift  %o  dive  into  some  subal- 
tern laws  of  matter  ;  to  explain  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  planets,  and  -inalyse  the  composi- 
tion of  light ;  and  evei  since,  that  reptile 
man  has  believed  itself  a  demi-god.  I  hope 
to  see  the  day  when  the  petulant  philosopher 
shall  be  driven  back  to  his  Categories,  and 
the  Organuni  Universale  of  Aristotle,  liis 
oi)a-;«  his  i^xii  and  his  irsKii/^fvci'. 

But,  waving  these  digressions,  the  plea- 
sure which  the  cuboy  felt  from  the  applica- 
tion of  the  dairo's  toe-nail  was  succeeded  by 
a  kind  of  tension  or  stiffness,  which  began 
to  grow  troublesome  just  as  he  reached  liis 
own  palace,  where  the  bonzas  were  assem- 
bled to  offer  up  their  diurnal  incense.  In- 
stinct, on  this  occasion,  performed  what 
could  hardly  have  been  expected  from  the 
most  extraordinary  talents.  At  sight  of  a 
grizzled  beard  belonging  to  one  of  those 
venerable  doctors,  ho  was  struck  with  the 
idea  of  a  powerful  assuager  ;  and  taking  him 
into  his  cabinet,  proposed  that  he  should 
make  oral  application  to  the  part  affected. 
The  proposal  was  embraced  without  hesita- 
tion, and  the  effect  even  transcended  the 
hope  of  the  cuboy.  The  osculation  itself 
was  sotl,  warm,  emollient  and  comfortable; 
but  when  the  nervous  papilhe  were  gently 
stroked,  and,  as  it  were,  fondled  by  the  long, 
elastic,  peristaltic,  abstersive  fibres  that  com- 
posed tins  reverend  verriculum,  such  a  de- 
lectable titillation  ensued,  that  Fika-kaka 
was  quite  in  raptures. 

That  which  he  intended  at  first  for  s,  medi- 
cine, he  now  converted  into  an  article  of 
luxury.  All  the  bonzas  who  enrolled  them- 
selves in  the  number  of  his  dependents, 
whether  old  or  young,  black  or  fair,  rough  or 
emooth,  were  enjoined  every  day  to  perform 
this  additional  and  posterior  rite  of  worship, 
80  productive  of  delight  to  the  cuboy,  that  he 
was  every  morning  impatient  to  receive  the 
dairo's  calcitration,  or  rather  his  pedestrian 
digitation  ;  after  which  he  flew  with  all  the 
eagerness  of  desire  to  the  subsequent  part 
of  his  entertainment. 

The  transports  thus  produced,  seemed  to 
disarrange  his  whole  nervous  system,  and  pro- 
duce an  odd  kind  of  revolution  in  his  fancy  ; 
for,  though  he  was  naturally  grave,  and  indeed 
overwhelmed  with  constitutional  hebetude, 
he  became,  in  consequence  of  this  periodical 
tickling,  the  most  giddy,  pert  buffoon  in  na- 
ure.     All  was  grinning,  giggling,  laughing 


and  prating,  except  when  his  fears  inter- 
vened ;  then  lie  started  and  stared,  and 
cursed  and  prayed,  by  turns.  There  was 
but  one  barber  in  the  whole  empire  that 
woidd  undertake  to  shave  him,  so  ticklish 
and  unsteady  he  was  under  the  hands  of  the 
operator.  lie  could  not  sit  above  one  minutp 
in  the  same  attitude,  or  on  the  same  seat , 
but  shifted  about  tVom  couch  to  chair,  from 
chair  to  stool,  from  stool  to  close-stool,  with 
incessant  rotation  ;  and  all  the  time  gave 
audience  to  those  who  solicited  his  favour 
and  protection.  To  all  and  several  ho  pro- 
mised  his  best  offices,  and  confirmed  these 
promises  with  oaths  and  protestations.  One 
he  shook  by  Uie  hand  ;  another  he  hugged  ; 
a  third  lie  kissed  on  both  sides  the  face  ; 
with  a  fourth  he  whispered ;  a  fifth  he 
honoured  with  a  familiar  horse-laugh.  lie 
never  had  courage  to  refuse  even  that  which 
he  could  not  possibly  grant ;  and  at  last  his 
tongue  actually  forgot  how  to  pronounce  the 
negative  particle  :  but  as  in  the  English  lan- 
guage two  negative  amount  to  an  athrmative, 
five  hundred  affirmatives  in  the  mouth  of 
Fika-kaka  did  not  altogether  destroy  the  effi- 
cacy  of  simjile  negation.  A  promise  five 
hundred  times  repeated,  and  at  every  repeti- 
tion confirmed  by  an  oath,  barely  amounted 
to  a  computable  chance  of  performance. 

It  must  be  allowed,  however,  he  promoted 
a  great  number  of  bonzas,  and  in  tliis  pro- 
motion he  manifested  an  uncommon  taste. 
They  were  preferred  according  to  the  colour 
of  their  beards.  He  found,  by  experience, 
that  beards  of  different  colours  yielded  him 
different  degrees  of  pleasure  in  the  friction 
we  have  described  above  ;  and  the  provision 
he  made  for  each  vv'as  in  proportion  to  the 
satisfaction  the  candidate  could  afford.  The 
sensation  ensuing  from  the  contact  of  a  grey 
beard  was  soft  and  delicate,  and  agreeably 
demulcent,  when  the  parts  were  unusually 
inflamed  ;  a  red,  yellow,  or  brindled  beard 
was  in  request  when  the  business  was  to 
thrill  or  tingle  ;  hut  a  black  beard  was  of  ail 
others  the  most  honoured  by  P^ika-kaka,  not 
only  on  account  of  its  fleecy  feel,  equally 
spirited  and  balsamic,  but  also  for  another 
philosophical  reason,  which  I  shall  now  ex- 
plain. You  know.  Peacock,  that  black  colour 
absorbs  the  rays  of  light,  and  detains  them, 
as  it  were,  in  a  repository.  Tiius  a  black 
beard,  like  the  back  of  a  black  cat,  becomes 
a  phosphorus  in  the  dark,  and  emits  sparkles 
upon  friction.  You  must  know,  that  one  of 
the  gravest  doctors  of  the  bonzas,  who  had  a 
private  request  to  make,  desired  an  audience 
of  Fika-kaka  in  his  closet  at  night,  and  the 
taper  falling  down  by  accident,  that  veij'  in- 
stant, when  his  beard  was  in  contact  with 
the  cuboy's  seat  of  honour,  the  electrical 
snap  was  heard,  and  the  part  illuminated,  to 
the  astonishment  of  the  spectators,  who 
looked  upon  it  as  a  prelude  to  the  apotheosis 
of  Fika-kaka.     Being  made  acquainted  witb 
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this  phenomenon,  the  minister  was  exceed- 
ingly elevated  in  his  own  mind.  He  rejoiced 
in  it,  as  a  communication  of  some  divine  effi- 
cacy, and  raised  the  happy  bonza  to  the  rank 
of  pontifex  maximus,  or  chief  priest,  in  the 
temple  of  Fakku-basi.  In  the  course  of  ex- 
periments, he  found  that  all  black  beards 
were  electrical  in  the  same  degree,  and  being 
ignorant  of  philosopliy,  ascribed  it  to  some 
supernatural  virtue,  in  consequence  of  which 
they  were  promoted  8.s  the  holiest  of  the 
bonzas.  But  you  and  I  know,  that  such  a 
phosphorus  is  obtained  from  the  most  worth- 
less and  corrupted  materials,  such  as  rotten 
wood,  putrefied  veal,  and  stinking  whiting. 

Fika-kaka,  such  as  I  describ?d  him,  could 
not  possibly  act  in  the  character  of  cuboy, 
without  the  assistance  of  counsellors  and 
subalterns,  who  understood  the  detail  of 
government  and  the  forms  of  business.  He 
was  accordingly  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
satellites,  who  reflected  his  lustre  in  their 
several  spheres  of  rotation  :  andthouo-h  their 
immersions  and  emersions  were  apparently 
abrupt  and  irregular,  formed  a  kind  of  lumi- 
nous belt  as  pale  and  comfortless  as  the  ring 
of  Saturn,  the  most  distant,  cold  and  baleful 
of  all  the  planets. 

The  most  remarkable  of  these  subordinates 
was  Sti-piii-rum-poo,  a  man,  who,  from  a  low 
plebeian  origin,  had  raised  himself  to  one  of 
the  first  offices  of  tlie  empire,  to  the  dignity 
of  quo,  or  nobleman,  and  a  considerable  share 
of  the  dairo's  personal  regard.  He  owed 
his  whole  success  to  his  industry,  assiduity 
and  circumspection.  During  the  former  part 
of  his  life,  he  studied  the  laws  of  Japan  with 
Buch  severity  of  application,  that,  though  un- 
assisted by  the  least  gleam  of  genius,  and 
destitute  of  the  smallest  pretension  to  talent, 
lie  made  himself  master  of  all  the  written 
ordinances,  all  the  established  customs  and 
forms  of  proceeding  in  the  diffijrent  tribunals 
of  the  empire.  In  the  progress  of  his  voca- 
tion, he  became  an  advocate  of  some  emi- 
nence, and  even  acquired  reputation  for  po- 
lemical eloquence,  though  his  manner  was 
ever  dry,  laboured  and  unpleasant.  Being 
elevated  to  the  station  of  a  judge,  he  so  far 
justified  the  interest  by  which  he  had  been 
promoted,  that  his  honesty  was  never  called 
in  question  ;  and  his  sentences  were  gene- 
rally allowed  to  be  just  and  upright.  He 
heard  causes  with  the  most  painful  attention, 
geemed  to  be  indefatigable  in  his  researches 
after  truth,  nnd  though  he  was  forbidding  in 
his  aspect,  slow  in  deliberation,  tedious  in  dis- 
cussion, and  cold  in  his  address,  yet,  I  must 
own,  he  was  also  unbiassed  in  his  decisions. 
f  mean,  unbiassed  by  any  consciousness  of 
sinister  motive  ;  for  a  man  may  be  biassed 
by  the  nature  of  his  disposition,  as  well  as 
ny  prejudices  acquired,  and  yet  not  guilty  of 
:ntentirnal  partiality.  Sti-phi-rum-poo  was 
scrupulously  just,  according  to  his  own  ideas 
'>f  justice,  and  consequently  well   qualified 


to  decide  in  common  controversies.  But  in 
delicate  cases,  which  required  an  uncommon 
share  of  penetration  ;  when  the  province  of 
a  supreme  judge  is  to  mitigate  the  severity, 
and  sometimes  even  deviate  from  the  dead 
letter  of  the  common  law,  in  favour  of  parti- 
cular  institutions,  or  of  humanity  in  general ; 
he  had  neither  genius  to  enlighten  his  under- 
standing, sentiment  to  elevate  his  mind,  nor 
courage  to  surmount  the  petty  inclosures  of 
ordinary  practice.  He  was  accused  of  ava- 
rice and  cruelty  ;  but  in  fact,  these  were  not 
active  passions  in  his  heart.  The  conduct 
which  seemed  to  justify  these  imputations, 
was  wholly  owing  to  a  total  want  of  taste  and 
generosity.  The  nature  of  his  post  furnish- 
ed him  with  opportunities  to  accumulate 
riches  ;  and  as  the  narrowness  of  his  mind 
admitted  no  ideas  of  elegance  or  refined  plea- 
sure, he  knew  not  how  to  use  his  wealth  so 
as  to  avoid  the  charge  of  a  sordid  disposition. 
His  temper  was  not  rapacious,  but  attentive  , 
he  knew  not  the  use  of  wealtlj,  and  therefore 
did  not  use  it  at  all  ;  but  was  in  this  particu- 
lar neither  better  nor  worse  than  a  strong- 
box for  the  convenience  and  advantage  of 
his  heir.  The  appearance  of  cruelty  remark- 
able in  his  counsels,  relating  to  some  wretch- 
ed insurgents  who  had  been  taken  in  open  re- 
bellion, and  the  rancorous  pleasure  he  seem- 
ed to  feel  in  pronouncing  sentence  of  death 
by  self-exenteration,*  was  in  fact  the  grati- 
fication  of  a  dastardly  heart,  which  had  never 
acknowledged  the  least  impulse  of  any  libe 
ral  sentiment.  This  being  the  case,  man 
kind  ought  not  to  impute  that  to  his  guilt, 
which  was,  in  effect,  the  consequence  of  hia 
infirmity.  A  man  might,  with  equal  justice, 
be  punished  for  being  purblind.  Sti-phi-rum- 
poo  was  much  more  culpable  for  seeking  to 
shine  in  a  sphere  for  which  nature  never 
intended  him;  I  mean  for  commencing  states- 
man, and  intermeddling  in  the  machine  of 
government ;  yet  even  into  this  character  he 
was  forced,  as  it  were,  by  the  opinion  and 
injunctions  of  Fika-kaka,  who  employed  him 
at  first  in  making  speeches  for  the  dairo, 
which  that  prince  used  to  pronounce  in  pub- 
lic at  certain  seasons  of  tlie  year.  These 
speeches  being  tolerably  well  received  by  the 
populace,  the  cuboy  conceived  an  extraordi- 
nary opinion  of  his  talents,  and  thought  him 
extremely  v/ell  qualified  to  ease  him  of  great 
part  of  the  burden  of  government.  He  found 
him  very  well  disposed  to  engage  heartily 
in  his  interests.  Then  he  was  admitted  to 
the  obsculation  a  posteriori ;  and  though  his 
beard  was  not  black,  but  rather  of  a  eub- 
fuscan  hue,  he  managed  it  with  such  dexte- 
rity, that  Fika-kaka  declared  the  salute  gave 
him  unspeakable  pleasure ;  while  the  by- 
standers protested  that  the  contact  produced, 


*  A  gentlem.-in  capitally  convicted  in  Japan  i» 
allowed  the  privilege  of  anticipating  the  com- 
mon executioner,  by  ripping  out  his  own  bowels. 
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not  simply  electrical  sparks  or  scintillations, 
but  even  a  perfect  irradiation,  which  seemed 
tltogetlier  supernatural.  From  this  moment 
►3li-phi-runi-poo  was  initiated  in  the  myste- 
ries of  the  ca<binct,  and  even  introduced  to 
Ihe  person  of  the  dairo  Got-hama-baba, 
whose  pedestrian  favours  he  sliared  with  his 
new  patron.  It  was  observed,  however,  that 
oven  after  his  promotion  and  nobiliation,  he 
still  retained  his  original  awkwardness,  and 
never  could  acquire  that  graceful  ease  of 
attitude  with  which  the  cuboy  presented  his 
iiarts  averse  to  the  contemplation  of  his  so- 
vereign. Indeed  the  minister's  body  was  so 
well  moulded  for  the  celebration  of  the  rite, 
that  one  would  liave  imagined  nature  had 
formed  him  expressly  for  that  purpose,  with 
liis  head  and  body  projecting  forwards,  so  as 
to  form  an  angle  of  forty-five  witJi  the  hori- 
zon, while  the  glutici  muscles  swelled  back- 
wards, as  if  ambitious  to  meet  half-way  the 
imperial  encounter. 

The  third  connection  that  strengthened 
this  political  band  was  Nin-kom-poo-po,  com- 
Jiander  of  the  fane,  or  navy  of  Japan,  who, 
n  ever  man  was,  might  surely  be  termed  the 
child  of  fortune.  He  was  bred  to  the  sea 
from  his  infancy,  and,  in  the  course  of  pacific 
service,  rose  to  the  command  of  a  jonkh, 
hhen  he  was  so  lucky  as  to  detect  a  crew 
"jf  pirates,  employed  on  a  desolate  shore,  in 
concealing  a  hoard  of  money  which  they  had 
taken  from  the  merchants  of  Corea.  Nin- 
kom-poo-po  falling  in  with  them  at  night, 
ittacked  them  unawares,  and,  having  obtain- 
jd  an  easy  victory,  carried  off  the  treasure. 
•  cannot  help  being  amused  at  the  folly  of 
jrou  silly  mortals,  when  I  recollect  the  trans- 
ports of  the  people  at  the  return  of  this  for- 
tunate officer,  with  a  paltry  mass  of  silver, 
parading  in  covered  wagons,  escorted  by  his 
crew  in  arms.  The  whole  city  of  Meaco 
resounded  with  acclamation  ;  and  Nin-kom- 
poo-po  was  extolled  as  the  greatest  hero  that 
ever  the  empire  of  Japan  produced.  The 
cuboy  honoured  him  with  five  kisses  in  pub- 
lic ;  accepted  of  the  osculation  in  private ; 
recommended  him  in  the  strongest  terms  to 
the  dairo,  who  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of 
Sey-seo-gun,  or  general  at  sea.  He  pro- 
fe.ssed  himself  an  adherent  to  the  cuboy,  en- 
leied  into  a  strict  alliance  with  Sti-phi-rurn- 
poo,  and  the  whole  management  of  the  fune 
was  consigned  into  his  hands.  With  respect 
to  his  understanding,  it  was  just  sufficient  to 
comprehend  the  duties  of  a  common  mariner, 
and  to  follow  the  ordinary  route  of  the  most 
sordid  avarice.  As  to  his  heart,  he  might 
be  said  to  be  in  a  state  of  total  apathy,  with- 
out principle  or  passion  ;  for  I  cannot  afford 
the  name  of  passion  to  such  a  vile  appetite 
as  an  insatiable  thirst  of  lucre.  He  was, 
indeed,  so  cold  and  forbidding,  that,  in  Japan, 
the  people  distinguished  him  by  a  nickname 
equivalent  to  the  En^'sh  word  Salamander  ; 
not  that  he  was  inclined  tc  live  in  fire,  but 
6  D*  y'i 


that  the  coldness  of  his  heart  would  have  ex- 
tinguished any  lire  it  had  appronchnd.  Some 
individuals  imagined  he  had  been  begot  upon 
a  mermaid  by  a  sailor  of  Kamtschatka  ;  but 
this  was  a  mere  fable.  I  can  assure  you, 
however,  that  when  his  lips  were  in  contact 
with  the  cuboy's  posteriors,  Fika-kaka's  teeth 
were  seen  to  chatter.  The  pride  of  this  ani- 
mal was  equal  to  his  frigidity.  He  affected 
to  establish  new  regulations  at  the  council 
where  he  presided  :  he  treated  his  equals 
with  insolence,  and  his  superiors  with  con- 
tempt. Other  people  generally  rejoice  in 
obliging  their  fellow-creatures,  when  they 
can  do  it  without  prejudice  to  tiieir  own 
interest.  Nin-com-poo-po  had  a  repulsive 
power  in  his  disposition  ;  and  seemed  to  take 
pleasure  in  denying  a  request.  When  this 
vain  creature,  selfish,  inelegant,  arrogant  and 
uncouth,  appeared  in  all  his  trappings  at  the 
dairo's  court,  upon  a  festival,  he  might  have 
been  justly  compared  to  a  Lapland  idol  of 
ice,  adorned  with  a  profusion  of  brass  leaf 
and  trinkets  of  pewter.  In  the  direction  of 
the  June,  he  was  provided  with  a  certain 
number  of  assessor*,  counsellors,  or  coad- 
iutors  ;  but  these  he  never  consulted,  more 
than  if  they  had  been  wooden  images.  He 
distributed  his  commands  among  his  own 
dependants ;  and  left  all  the  forms  of  the 
office  to  the  care  of  the  scribe,  who  thus  be- 
came so  necessary,  that  his  influence  some- 
times had  well  nigh  interfered  with  that  of 
the  president ;  nay,  they  have  been  seen,  like 
the  electrical  spheres  of  two  bodies,  repelling 
each  other.  Hence,  it  was  observed,  that 
the  office  of  the  sey-seo-gunsiality  resembled 
the  serpent  called  amphisbrena,  which,  con- 
trary to  the  formation  of  other  animals  in 
head  and  tail,  has  a  head  where  the  tail 
should  be.  Well,  indeed,  might  they  com- 
pare them  to  a  serpent,  in  creeping,  cunning, 
coldness  and  venom ;  but  the  comparison 
would  have  held  with  more  propriety  had 
nature  produced  a  serpent  without  ever  a 
head  at  all. 

The  fourth  who  contributed  his  credit  and 
capacity  to  this  coalition  was  Foksi-roku,  a 
man  who  greatly  surpassed  them  all  in  the 
science  of  politics;  bold,  subtle,  interested, 
insinuating,  ambitious,  and  indefatigable. 
An  adventurer  from  his  cradle,  a  latitudina- 
rian  in  principle,  a  libertine  in  morals,  with- 
out the  advantages  of  birth,  fortune,  charac- 
ter, or  interest ; — by  his  own  natural  sngacity, 
a  clese  attention  to  the  follies  and  loibles  of 
mankind,  a  projecting  spirit,  an  invincible 
assurance,  and  an  obstinacy  of  perseverance, 
proof  against  all  the  shocks  ofdisappointmenl 
and  repulse;  he  forced  himself,  as  it  were, 
into  the  scale  of  preferment ;  and  being  found 
equally  capable  and  compliant,  rose  to  high 
offices  of  trust  and  profit,  detested  by  the 
people,  as  one  of  the  most  desperate  tool3 
of  a  wicked  administration,  and  odious  to 
his  colleagues  in  the  m v.  for  his  superi 
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or  talents,  his  restless  ambition,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  his  attachment. 

As  interest  prompted  him,  he  hovered  be- 
tween the  triumvirate  we  have  described, 
and   another   knot    of  competitors   for   the 

ad n,    lieaded    by  Quamba-cun-dono,    a 

great  quo,  related  to  the  dairo,  who  had  bore 
the  supreme  command  in  the  army,  and  was 
styled  fatzman,*  ku.t'  i^ckxv,  or  by  way  of 
eminence.  This  accom.plished  prince  was 
not  only  the  greatest  in  his  mind,  but  also 
the  greatest  in  his  person,  of  all  the  subjects 
of  Japan :  and  whereas  your  Shakspeare 
makes  Falstaff  urge  it  as  a  plea  in  his  own 
favour,  that  as  he  had  more  flesh,  so  likewise 
he  had  more  frailty  than  other  men  ;  I  may 
justly  convert  the  proposition  in  favour  of 
Quamba-cun-dono,  and  affirm,  that  as  he  had 
more  flesh,  so  he  had  more  virtue  than  any 
other  Japanese  ;  more  bowels,  more  human- 
ity, more  beneficence,  more  affability.  He 
was,  undoubtedly,  for  a  fatzman,  the  most 
courteous,  the  most  gallant,  the  most  ele- 
gant, generous,  and  munificent  quo  that  ever 
adorned  the  court  of  Japan.  So  consummate 
in  the  art  of  war,  that  the  whole  world  could 
not  produce  a  general  to  match  him  in  fore- 
Bight,  vigilance,  conduct  and  ability.  In- 
deed, his  intellects  were  so  extraordinary 
and  extensive,  that  he  seemed  to  sentimen- 
tize  at  every  pore,  and  to  have  the  faculty 
of  thinking  diffused  all  over  his  frame,  even 
to  his  finger  ends  ;  or,  as  the  Latins  call  it, 
adunguem;  nay,  so  wonderful  was  his  or- 
ganical  conformation,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  Japai>ese  philosophers,  his  whole  body 
was  enveloped  in  a  kind  of  poultice  of  brain, 
and  that  if  he  had  lost  his  head  in  battle,  the 
damage  with  regard  to  his  power  of  reflect- 
ion would  have  been  scarce  perceptible. 
After  he  had  achieved  many  glorious  exploits 
in  a  war  against  the  Chinese  on  the  conti- 
nent, he  was  sent  with  a  strong  army  to  quell 
a  dangerous  insurrection  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Ximo,  which  is  one  of  the  Japanese  isl- 
ands. He  accordingly  by  his  valour  crushed 
the  rebellion  ;  and  afterwards,  by  dint  of 
clemency  and  discretion,  e.xtinguished  the 
last  embers  of  disaffection.  When  the  in- 
surgents were  defeated,  dispensed,  and  dis- 
armed, and  a  sufficient  number  selected  for 
example,  his  humanity  emerged,  and  took 
full  possession  of  his  breast.  He  considered 
them  as  wretched  men,  m.isled  by  false  prin- 
ciples of  honour,  and  sympathized  with  their 
distress  ;  he  pitied  them  as  men  and  fellow- 
citizens  ;  he  regarded  them  as  useful  fellow- 
siibjects,  who  might  be  reclaimed  and  reunited 
to  the  community.  Instead  of  s/::iiJing  out 
Ihe  ministers  of  blood,  rapine,  and  revenge, 
ID  ravage,  burn,  and  destroy,  without  dis- 
'.inction  of  age,  sex,  or  principle,  he  ex- 
tended the  arms  of  mercy  to  all  who  would 
inibrace  that  indulgence;  he  protected  the 


•  Vide  Keniiifn'  Amrenitat.  Japan. 


lives  and  habitations  of  the  helpless,  and  di- 
minished the  number  of  the  malcontents 
much  more  effectually  by  his  benevolence 
than  by  his  sword. 

The  southern  Japanese  had  been  terribly 
alarmed  at  this  insurrection,  and,  in  the  firr.t 
transports  of  their  deliverance,  voluntarily 
taxed  themselves  with  a  considerable  yeirly 
tribute  to  the  hero  Quamba-cun-dono.  In 
all  probability,  they  would  not  have  appeared 
so  grateful,  had  tliey  staid  to  see  the  effects 
of  his  merciful  disposition  towards  the  van- 
quished rebels ;  for  mercy  is  surely  no  attri- 
bute  of  tlie  Japanese,  considered  as  a  people. 
Indeed,  notliing  could  form  a  more  striking 
contrast  than  appeared  in  the  transactions 
in  the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  the 
empire  at  this  juncture.  While  the  amiable 
Quamba-cun-dono  was  employed  in  the  god- 
like office  of  gathering  together,  and  cherish- 
ing  under  his  wings,  the  poor,  dispersed, 
forlorn  widows  and  orphans,  whom  the  sav- 
age hand  of  war  had  deprived  of  parent,  hus- 
band, home  and  sustenance ;  while  he,  in 
the  north,  gatiiered  these  miserable  creatures, 
even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens,  Sti- 
phi-rum-poo,  and  other  judges  in  the  south, 
were  condemning  such  of  their  parents  and 
husbands  as  survived  the  sword,  to  crucifix- 
ion, cauldrons  of  boiling  oil,  or  exenteration  ; 
and  the  people  were  indulging  their  appetites 
by  feasting  upon  the  viscera  thus  extracted. 
The  liver  of  a  Ximian  was  in  such  request  at 
this  period,  that  if  the  market  had  been  pro- 
perly managed  and  supplied,  this  delicacy 
would  have  sold  for  two  obans  a  pound,  or 
about  four  pounds  sterling.  The  troops  in 
the  north  might  have  provided  at  the  rate  of 
a  thousand  head  per  month  for  the  demand 
of  Meaco  ;  and  though  the  other  parts  of  the 
carcase  would  not  have  sold  at  so  high  a  price 
as  the  liver,  heart,  harrigals,  sweet-bread, 
and  pope's  eye,  yet  the  whole,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, would  have  fetched  at  the  rate  of  three 
hundred  pounds  a-head  ;  especially  if  those 
animals,  which  are  but  poorly  fed  in  their 
own  country,  had  been  fattened  up  and  kept 
upon  hard  meat  for  the  slaughter.  This  new 
branch  of  traffic  would  have  produced  about 
three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds 
annually  ;  for  the  rebellion  might  easily  have 
been  fomented  from  year  to  year;  and  con- 
sequently it  would  have  yielded  a  considera- 
ble addition  to  the  emperor's  revenue,  by  a 
proper  taxation. 

The  philosophers  of  Japan  were  divided 
in  their  opinions  corcerning  this  new  taste 
for  Ximian  flesh,  which  suddenly  sprung  up 
among  tlie  Japanese.  Some  ascribed  it  to 
a  principle  of  hatred  and  revenge,  agreeable 
to  the  common  expression  of  animosity 
among  the  multitude, — "  You  dog,  I'll  have 
your  liver."  Others  imputed  it  to  a  notion 
analogous  to  the  vulgar  conceit,  that  the 
liver  of  a  mad  dog  being  eaten,  is  a  prevent- 
ive against  madness  ;   erfjo,  the  liver  of  £ 
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traitor  18  aa  antidote  against  treason.  A 
Inird  sort  derived  this  strange  appetite  from 
the  belief  of  the  Americans,  who  imagine 
•hey  shall  iniierit  all  the  virtues  of  the  ene- 
mies they  devour;  and  a  fourth  allirmed, 
that  the  demand  for  this  dainty  arose  from  a 
very  high  and  peculiar  flavour  in  Ximian 
flesh,  wiiich  flavour  was  discovered  by  acci- 
dent ;  moreover,  there  were  not  wanting 
some  who  supposed  this  banquet  was  a  kind 
of  sacrifice  to  the  powers  of  sorcery  ;  as  we 
find  that  one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  charm 
prepared  in  Shakspeare's  cauldron  was 
"  the  liver  of  a  blaspheming  Jew;"  and  in- 
deed it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  liver 
of  a  rebellious  Ximian  might  bo  altogether 
as  effectual.  I  know  that  Fika-kaka  was 
stimulated  by  curiosity  to  try  the  experiment, 
and  held  divers  consultations  with  his  cooks 
on  this  subject.  They  all  declared  in  favour 
of  the  trial  ;  and  it  was  accordingly  present- 
ed at  the  table,  where  the  cuboy  eat  of  it  to 
such  excess  as  to  produce  a  surfeit.  He 
underwent  a  severe  evacuation  both  ways, 
attended  with  cold  sweats  and  swoonings. 
In  a  word,  his  agony  was  so  violent,  that  he 
ever  titer  loathed  the  sight  of  Ximian  flesh, 
wheUier  dead  or  alive. 

AVith  the  fat.-.man  Uuamba-cun-dono  was 
connected  another  quo  called  Gotto-mio, 
viceroy  of  Xicoco,  one  of  tlie  islands  of  Ja- 
pan. If  his  understanding  had  been  as  large 
as  his  fortune,  and  his  temper  a  little  more 
tractable,  he  would  have  been  a  dangerous 
rival  to  the  cuboy.  But  if  their  brains  had 
been  weighed  against  each  other,  the  nine- 
teenth part  of  a  grain  would  have  turned 
either  scale  ;  and  as  Fika-kaka  had  negative 
qualities,  which  supported  and  extended  his 
influence,  so  Gotto-mio  had  positive  powers, 
that  defended  him  from  all  approaches 
of  popularity.  His  pride  was  of  the  inso- 
lent order;  his  temper  e.^t^emely  irascible; 
and  his  avarice  quite  rapacious  ;  nay,  he  is 
said  to  have  once  declined  the  honour  of  a 
kicking  from  the  dairo.  Conceited  of  his 
own  talents,  he  affected  to  harangue  in  the 
council  of  twenty-eight;  but  his  ideas  were 
embarrassed ;  his  language  was  mean  ;  and 
his  elocution  more  discordant  than  the  bray- 
ing of  fifty  asses.  When  Fika-kaka  address- 
ed" himself  to  speech,  an  agreeable  simper 
played  upon  the  countenances  of  all  the 
audience ;  but  as  soon  as  Gotto-mio  stood 
up,  every  spectator  raised  his  thumbs  to  his 
ears,  as  it  were  instinctively.  The  dairo 
Got-hama-baba,  by  the  advice  of  the  cuboy, 
sent  him  over  to  govern  the  people  of  Xico- 
co, and  a  more  effectual  method  could  not 
have  been  taken  to  mortify  his  arrogance. 
His  deportment  was  so  insolent,  his  econo- 
my so  sordid,  and  his  government  so  arbi- 
trary, that  those  islanders,  who  are  remark- 
ably ferocious  and  impatient,  expressed  their 
hatred  and  contempt  of  him  on  every  occa- 
sion.     His   quanbukuship  was  hardly  safe 


from  outrage  m  the  midst  of  his  guards^ 
and  a  cross  was  actually  erected  for  the 
execution  of  his  favourite  kow-kin,  who  es- 
caped with  some  difliculty  to  the  island  of 
Niplion,  whither  also  his  patron  soon  follow- 
ed  him,  attended  by  the  curses  of  the  people 
whom  he  had  been  sent  to  rule. 

He  who  presided  at  the  council  oftwenty- 
eight  was  called  Soo-san-sin-o,  an  old  expe- 
rienced shrewd  politician,  who  conveyed 
more  sense  in  one  single  sentence  than 
could  have  been  distilled  from  all  the  other 
brains  in  council,  had  they  been  macerated 
in  one  alembic.  He  was  a  man  of  extensive 
learning  and  elegant  taste.  He  saw  through 
the  characters  of  his  fellow-labourers  in  the 

ad n.     He  laughed  at  the  folly  of  one 

faction,  and  detested  the  arrogance  and  pre 
sumption  of  the  other.  In  an  assembly  of 
sensible  men,  his  talents  would  have  shone 
with  superior  lustre  :  but  at  the  council  of 
twenty-eight,  they  were  obscured  by  the 
thick  clouds  of  ignorance  that  enveloped  his 
brethren.  The  dairo  had  a  personal  respect 
for  him,  and  is  said  to  have  conferred  fre- 
quent favours  on  his  posteriors  in  private. 
He  kicked  the  cuboy  often  ex  officio,  as  a 
husband  thinks  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  ca- 
ress his  wife  :  but  he  kicked  the  president 
for  pleasure,  as  a  voluptuary  embraces  his 
mistress.  Soo-san-sin-o,  conscious  that  he 
had  no  family  interests  to  support  him  in 
cabals  among  the  people,  and,  careless  of 
his  country's  fate,  resolved  to  enjoy  the  com- 
forts of  life  in  quiet.  He  laughed  and 
quaffed  with  his  select  companions  in  pri- 
vate ;  received  his  appointments  thankfully  ; 
and  swam  with  the  tide  of  politics  as  it  hap- 
pened to  flow.  It  was  pretty  extraordinary 
that  the  wisest  man  should  bo  the  greatest 
cypher  :  but  n»ach  was  the  will  of  the  gods. 

Besides  these  great  luminaries  that  en- 
lightened the  cabinet  of  Japan,  I  shall  have 
occasion,  in  t!ie  course  of  my  narrative,  to  de- 
scribe many  other  stars  of  an  i-nferior  order. 
At  this  board  there  was  as  great  a  variety  of 
characters  as  we  find  in  the  celebrated  table 
of  Cebes.  Nay,  indeed,  what  was  objected  tu 
the  philosopher,  might  have  been  more  justlf 
said  of  the  Japanese  councils.  There  was 
neither  invention,  unity,  nor  design  amongst 
them.  They  consisted  of  mobs  of  saunter- 
ing, strolling,  vagrant  and  ridiculous  politi- 
cians. Their  schemes  were  absurd,  and 
their  deliberations  like  the  sketches  of  anar 
chy.  All  was  bellowing,  bleating,  braying, 
grinning,  grumbling,  confusion  and  uproar 
It  was  more  like  a  dream  of  chaos  than  & 
picture  of  human  life.  If  the  AAi  MO  N,  or  ge- 
nius, was  wanting,  it  must  be  owned  that  Fika- 
kaka  exactly  answered  Cebes's  description 
of  TTXH,  or  fortune,  blind  and  frantic,  run- 
ning about  every  where ;  giving  to  some, 
and  taking  from  others,  witliout  rule  or  dis- 
tinction ;  while  her  emblem  of  the  round 
stone  fairly  shows  his  giddy  nature  ,  «,=t\«.i 
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unvuu  <pia-iy  *uti7,-.  Here,  however,  one  might 
have  seen  many  other  fig-ures  of  the  paint- 
er's allegory  ;  such  as  Deception  tendering 
the  cup  of  ignorance  and  error,  opinions 
and  appetites ;  Disappointment  and  Anguish  ; 
Debauchery,  Profligacy,  Gluttony,  and  Adu- 
lation ;  Luxury,  Fraud,  Rapine,  Perjury,  and 
Sacrilege  ;  but  not  the  least  traces  of  the 
virtues  which  are  described  in  the  group  of 
true 'education,  and  in  the  grove  of  happi- 
ness. 

The  two  factions  that  divided  the  council 
of  Japan,  though  inveterate  enemies  to  each 
other,  heartily  and  cordially  concurred  in 
one  particular,  which  was  the  worship  esta- 
blished in  the  temple  of  Fakku-basi,  or  the 
white  horse.  This  was  the  orthodox  faith  in 
Japan,  and  was  certainly  founded,  as  St  Paul 
saith  of  the  Christian  religion,  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  things  not  reen.  All  the  votaries 
of  this  superstition  of  Fakku-basi  subscribed 
and  swore  to  the  following  creed  implicitly, 
without  hesitation  or  mental  resen^ation. — 
"I  believe  in  the  white  horse,  that  he  de- 
scended from  heaven,  and  sojourned  in  Jed- 
do,  which  is  the  land  of  promise.  I  believe 
in  Biipo  his  apostle,  who  first_  declared  to 
the  children  of  Niphon  the  glad  tidings  of 
the  gospel  of  Fakku-basi.  I  believe  that  the 
white  horse  was  begot  by  a  black  mule,  and 
brought  forth  by  a  green  dragon  ;  that  his 
head  is  of  silver,  and  his  hoofs  are  of  brass ; 
that  he  eats  gold  as  provender,  and  dis- 
charges diamonds  as  dung  ;  that  the  Japanese 
are  ordained  and  predestined  to  furnish  him 
with  food,  and  the  people  of  Jeddo  to  clear 
away  his  litter.  I  believe  that  the  island  of 
Niphon  is  joined  to  the  continent  of  Jeddo, 
and  that  whoever  thinks  otherwise  shall  be 
damned  to  all  eternity.  I  believe  that  the 
smallest  portion  of  matter  may  be  practi- 
cally divided  ad  infinitum  ;  that  equal  quan- 
tities taken  from  equal  quantities,  an  une- 
qual quantity  will  remain  ;  that  t^vo  and  two 
make  seven  ;"  that  the  sun  rules  the  night, 
the  stars  the  day  ;  and  the  moon  is  made  of 
green  cheese.  Finally,  I  believe  that  a  man 
cannot  be  saved  without  devoting  his  goods 
and  his  chattels,  his  children,  relations,  and 
friends,  his  senses  and  ideas,  his  soul  and  his 
body,  to  the  religion  of  the  white  horse,  as  it 
ia  prescribed  in  the  ritual  of  Fakku-basi." 
These  are  the  tenets  which  the  Japanese  min- 
isters swallowed  as  glib  as  the  English  clergy 
swallowed  the  thirty-nine  articles. 

Having  thus  characterized  the  chiefs  that 
disputed  the  administration,  or.  in  other 
words,  the  empire  of  Japan,  I  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  a  plain  narration  of  historical  inci- 
dents,   without   pretending  to  philosophize 

.'ike  H e,  or  dogmatize  like  S tt.     I 

shall  only  tell  thee,  Nathaniel,  that  Britain 
never  gave  birth  but  to  two  historians  worthy 
of  credit,  and  they  were  Taliessin  and 
fJeoffrey  of  Monmouth.  Pll  tell  you  another 
si^cret :  the  whole  wo  rW  has  never  been  able 


to  produce  six  good  historians.  Herodotus 
is  fabulous  even  to  a  proverb  ;  Thucydidcs 
is  perplexed,  obscure,  and  unimportant ;  Po- 
lybius  is  dry  and  inelegant,  Livy  superficial, 
and  Tacitus  a  coxcoriib  ;  Guicciardiui  wants 
interest,  Davila  digestion,  and  Sarpi  truth. 
In  the  whole  catalogue  of  French  historianSj 
there  is  not  one  of  tolerable  authenticity. 

In  the  year  of  the  period  Foggien  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four,  the  tranquillity  of  Ja- 
pan was  interrupted  by  the  encroachmenta 
of  the  Chinese  adventurers,  who  made  de- 
scents upon  certaip.  islands  belonging  to  the 
Japanese,  a  great  way  to  the  southward  of 
Xicoco.  They  e^  en  settled  colonies  and 
built  forts  on  som<*  of  them,  while  the  two 
empires  were  at  peace  with  each  other 
when  the  Japane*-'e  governors  expostulated 
with  the  Chinese  officers  on  this  intrusion, 
they  were  treated  with  ridicule  and  contempt . 
then  they  had  recourse  to  force  of  arms,  and 
some  skirmishes  were  fougnt  with  varioua 
success.  When  the  tidings  of  these  hostili- 
ties arrived  at  Meaco,  the  whole  council  of 
twenty-eight  was  overwhelmed  with  fear 
and  confusion.  The  dairo  kicked  them  all 
round,  not  from  passion,  but  by  way  of  giv- 
ing  an  animating  fillip  to  their  deliberating 
faculties.  The  disputes  had  happened  in 
the  island  of  Fatsissio  ;  but  there  were  only 
three  members  of  the  council  who  knew 
that  Fatsissio  was  an  island,  although  the 
commerce  there  carried  on  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  empire  of  Japan. 
They  were  as  much  in  the  dark  with  respect 
to  its  situation.  Fika-kaka,  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  it  adjoined  to  the  coast  of  Corea, 
expressed  his  apprehension  that  the  Chinese 
would  invade  it  with  a  numerous  army  ;  and 
was  so  transported  when  Foksi-roku  assured 
him  it  was  an  island  at  a  vast  distance  from 
any  continent,  that  he  kissed  him  five  times 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  council ;  and  his 
royal  master,  Got-hama-baba,  swore  he 
should  be  indulged  with  a  double  portion  of 
kicking  at  his  next  private  audience.  The 
same  counsellor  proposed,  that  as  the  fune, 
or  navy,  of  Japan,  was  much  more  numerous 
than  the  fleet  of  China,  they  should  imme- 
diately avail  themselves  of  this  advantage. 
Quamba-cun-dono  the  fatzman  was  of  opin- 
ion that  war  should  be  immediately  declared, 
and  an  army  transported  to  the  continent. 
Sti-phi-rum-poo  thought  it  would  be  more 
expedient  to  sweep  the  seas  of  the  Chinese 
trading  vessels,  without  giving  them  any 
previous  intimation  ;  and  to  this  opinion  Ad- 
miral Nin-com-poo-po  subscribed,  not  only 
out  of  deference  to  the  superior  understand- 
ing of  his  sage  ally,  who  undertook  to  prove 
it  was  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature  and 
nations  to  plunder  the  subjects  of  foreign 
powers,  who  trade  on  the  faith  of  treaties, 
but  also  from  his  own  inclination,  which  wao 
much  addicted  to  pillage  without  oloodshed. 
To   him,    therefore,   the  task   was   left  v\ 
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fccouring  the  seas,  and  intercepting  the  suc- 
cours which  (tliey  hud  received  intelligence) 
were  ready  to  sail  from  one  of  the  ports  of 
China  to  the  island  of  Fatsissio.  In  the 
mean  tiniejimks  were  piovided  for  transport- 
ing thither  a  body  of  Japanese  troops,  under 
the  command  of  one  Koan,  an  obscure  ofiicer, 
without  conduct  or  experience,  whom  the 
fatzman  selected  for  this  service  ;  not  that 
he  supposed  him  possessed  of  superior  merit, 
out  because  no  leader  of  distinction  cared  to 
engage  in  such  a  disagreeable  expedition. 

Nin-kom-poo-po  acted  according  to  the 
justest  ideas  wliich  had  been  formed  of  his 
understanding.  He  let  loose  his  cruizers 
among  the  merchant  ships  of  Ciiina,  and  the 
harbours  of  Japan  were  quickly  filled  with 
prizes  and  prisoners.  The  Chinese  exclaim- 
ed against  these  proceedings  as  the  most 
perfidious  acts  of  piracy  ;  and  all  the  other 
powers  of  Asia  beheld  them  with  astonisli- 
mer.t.  But  the  consummate  wisdom  of  the 
sea  sey-seo-gun  appeared  most  conspicuous 
in  another  stroke  of  generalship  which  he 
now  struck.  Instead  of  blocking  up  in  the 
Chinese  harbour  the  succours  destined  to  re- 
inforce the  enemy  in  Fatsissio,  until  they 
should  be  driven  from  their  encroachments 
on  that  island,  he  very  wisely  sent  a  strong 
squadron  of  fune  to  cruise  in  the  open  sea, 
midway  between  China  and  Fatsissio,  in  the 
most  tempestuous  season  of  the  year,  when 
the  fogs  are  so  thick  and  so  constant  in  that 
latitude  as  to  rival  the  darkness  of  a  winter 
night;  and  supported  the  feasibility  of  this 
scheme  in  council,  by  observing  that  the  ene- 
my would  be  thus  decoyed  from  their  harbour, 
and  luidoubtedly  intercepted  in  their  passage 
by  the  Japanese  squadron.  This  plan  was 
applauded  as  one  of  the  most  ingenious 
stratagems  that  ever  was  devised  ;  and  Fika- 
kaka  insisted  upon  kissing  his  posteriors,  as 
the  most  honourable  mark  of  his  approbation. 

Philosophers  have  observed,  that  the  mo- 
lives  of  actions  are  not  to  be  estimated  by 
events.  Fortune  did  not  altogether  fulfil  the 
expectations  of  the  council.  General  Koan 
suffered  himself  and  his  army  to  be  decoyed 
into  the  middle  of  a  wood,  where  they  stood 
like  sheep  in  the  shambles,  to  be  slaughtered 
by  an  unseen  enemy.  The  Chinese  suc- 
cours perceiving  their  harbour  open,  set  sail 
for  Fatsissio,  which  they  reached  in  safety, 
Dy  changing  their  course  about  one  degree 
from  the  common  route  ;  while  the  Japanese 
fune  continued  cruising  among  the  fogs,  un- 
til the  ships  were  shattered  by  storms,  and 
the  crews  more  than  half  destroyed  by  cold 
and  distemper. 

When  the  news  of  these  disasters  arrived, 
great  commotion  arose  in  the  council.  The 
dairo  Got-hama-baba  fluttered,  and  clucked, 
and  cackled,  and  hissed,  like  a  goose  dis- 
turbed in  the  act  of  incubation.  Quamba- 
cim-dono  shed  bitter  tears,  the  cuboy  snivel- 
led an  J  soblj  ?d,  Sti-phi-rum-poo  groaned, 
bO* 


Gotto-mio  swore,  but  the  sea  sey-seo-gun 
Nin-kom-poo-po  underwent  no  alteration. 
He  sat  as  the  emblem  of  insensibility,  fixed 
as  the  north  star,  and  as  cold  as  that  lumi- 
nary, sending  forth  emanations  of  frigidity. 
Fika-kaka  mistaking  this  congelation  for 
fortitude,  went  round  and  embraced  him 
where  he  sat,  exclaiming, — "  iMy  dear  day, 
sey-seo-gun,  what  would  you  advise  in  this 
dilenuna  !"  But  the  contact  had  almost  cost 
him  his  life:  tor  the  touch  of  Nin-kom-poo- 
po,  thus  congealed,  had  the  same  cfi'ect  aa 
that  of  the  fish  called  torpor.  The  cuboy'a 
whole  body  was  instantly  benumbed  ;  and  if 
his  friends  had  not  instantly  poured  down 
his  throat  a  considerable  quantity  of  strong 
spirit,  the  circulation  would  have  ceased. 
This  is  what  philosophers  call  a  generation 
of  cold,  which  became  so  intense,  that  the 
mercury  in  a  Japanese  thermometer,  con- 
structed on  the  same  principles  which  w-ere 
afterwards  adopted  by  Fahrenheit,  and  fixed 
in  the  apartment,  immediately  sunk  thirty 
degrees  below  the  freezing  point. 

The  first  astonishment  of  the  council  was 
succeeded  by  critical  remarks  and  argument- 
ation. The  dairo  consoled  himselti  by  ob- 
serving, that  his  troops  made  a  very  soldierly 
appearance  as  they  lay  on  the  field  in  their 
new  clothing,  smart  caps,  and  clean  buskins  ; 
and  that  the  enemy  allowed  they  had  never 
seen  beards  and  whiskers  in  better  order. 
He  then  declared,  that,  should  a  war  ensue 
with  China,  he  would  go  abroad  and  expose 
himself  for  the  glory  of  Japan,  Foksi-roku 
expressed  his  surprise  that  a  general  should 
march  his  army  through  a  wood  in  an  un- 
known  country,  without  having  it  first  re- 
connoitred ;  but  the  fatzman  assured  him 
that  was  a  practice  never  admitted  into  the 
discipline  of  Japan.  Gotto-mio  swore  the 
man  was  mad  to  stand  with  his  men,  like 
oxen  in  a  stall,  to  be  knocked  on  the  head, 
without  using  any  means  of  defence.  "  Why 
the  devil,"  said  he,  "  did  not  he  either  re- 
treat,  or  advance  to  close  engagement  with 
the  handful  of  Chinese  who  formed  the  am- 
buscade 1"  "I  hope,  my  dear  Quanbuka,-' 
replied  the  fatzman,  "  that  the  troops  of  Ja- 
pan will  always  stand  without  flinching.  I 
should  have  been  mortified  beyond  measure 
had  they  retreated  without  seeing  the  face 
of  the  enemy  :  that  would  have  been  a  dis- 
grace which  never  befell  any  troops  formed 
r.nder  my  direction  ;  and  as  for  advancing, 
the  g.'ound  would  not  permit  any  mauoeuvre 
of  that  nature.  They  were  engaged  in  a  cul 
de  sac,  where  they  could  not  form  either  in 
hollow-square,  front  line,  potence,  column, 
or  platoon.  It  was  the  fortune  of  war,  and 
they  bore  it  like  men  :  we  sha.l  be  more  for- 
tunate on  another  occasion."  The  president 
Soo-san-sin-o  took  notice,  that  if  there  had 
been  one  spaniel  in  the  whole  Japanese 
army,  this  disaster  could  not  have  iiappened. 
as  the  animal  would  have  beat  the  bushes 
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and  discovered  trie  ambuscade.  He  there- 
fore proposed,  tliat  if  tlie  war  was  to  be 
prosecuted  in  Fatsissio,  which  is  a  country 
overgrown  with  wood,  a  number  of  blood- 
hounds might  be  provided  and  sent  over,  to 
run  upon  the  foot  in  front  and  on  the  flanks 
o(  the  army,  when  it  should  be  on  its  march 
through  such  impediments.  Quamba-cun- 
dono  declared,  that  soldiers  had  much  better 
die  in  the  bed  of  honour,  than  be  saved  and 
victorious  by  such  an  unmilitary  expedient ; 
that  such  a  proposal  was  so  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  war,  and  the  scheme  of  enlisting 
dogs  so  derogatory  from  tlie  dignity  of  the 
service,  that,  if  ever  it  should  be  embraced, 
he  would  resign  his  command,  and  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement.  This 
canine  project  was  equally  disliked  by  the 
dairo,  who  approved  of  the  fatzman's  objec- 
iion,  and  sealed  his  approbation  with  a  pe- 
destrian salute  of  such  momentum,  that  the 
fatzman  could  hardly  stand  under  tlie  weight 
of  the  compliment.  It  was  agreed  that  new 
levies  should  be  made,  and  a  new  squadron 
of  fune  equipped  with  all  expedition  :  and 
thus  the  assembly  broke  up. 

Fortune  had  not  yet  sufficiently  humbled 
the  pride  of  Japan.  That  body  of  Chi- 
nese which  defeated  Koan,  made  several 
conquests  in  Fatsissio,  and  seemed  to  be  in 
a  fair  way  of  reducing  the  whole  island.  Yet 
the  court  of  China,  not  satisfied  with  this 
success,  resolved  to  strike  a  blow,  that 
should  be  equally  humiliating  to  the  Japan- 
ese, in  another  part  of  the  world.  Having 
by  special  remonstrances  already  prepossess- 
ed all  the  neighbouring  nations  against  the 
government  of  Japan,  as  the  patrons  of  per- 
fidy and  piracy,  they  fitted  out  an  armament, 
which  was  intended  to  subdue  the  island  of 
Motao,  on  the  coast  of  Corea,  which  the  Ja- 
panese had  taken  in  a  former  war,  and  now 
occupied  at  a  very  great  expense,  as  a  place 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  commerce 
of  the  empire.  Repeated  advices  of  the  ene- 
my's design  were  sent  from  ditferent  parts 

to  the  m y  of  Japan  ;  but  they  seemed  all 

overwhelmed  by  such  a  lethargy  of  infatu- 
ation, that  no  measures  of  prevention  were 
concerted. 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  people  ;  but 
the  truth  is,  they  were  fast  asleep.  The  Ja- 
panese hold,  v/iVa  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
modern  Americans,  that  dreams  are  from 
lioaven  ;  and  in  any  perplexing  emergency, 
they,  like  the  Indians,  Jews  and  natives  of 
Madagascar,  have  recourse  to  dreamingr  as 
to  an  oracle.  These  dreams  or  divinations 
are  preceded  by  certam  religious  rites,  anal- 
ogous to  the  ceremony  of  the  ephod,  the 
urim  and  the  thummin.  The  rites  were  re- 
ligiously performed  in  the  council  of  twenty- 
eight  ;  and  a  deep  sleep  overpowered  the 
ilairo  and  all  his  counsellors. 

Got-hama-baba,  the  emperor,  who  reposed 
\l[3  hnad  upon  the  piUowy  sides  of  Quamba- 


cun-dono,  dreamed  that  he  was  sacrificintr  in 
the  temple  of  Fakku-basi,  and  saw  the  deity 
of  the  white  horse  devouring  pearls  by  thn 
bushel  at  one  end,  and  voiding  corruption  bj 
the  ton  at  the  other.  The  fatzman  dreamed 
that  a  great  number  of  Chinese  cooks  were 
busy  buttering  his  brains.  Gotto-mio  dreamed 
of  lending  money  and  borrowing  sense.  Sti- 
phi-rum-poo  tliougiit  he  had  procured  a  new 
law  for  claoping  padlocks  upon  the  chastity 
of  all  the  females  in  Japan  under  twenty,  of 
whicii  padlocks  he  himself  kept  the  keys. 
Nin-kom-poo-po  dreamed  he  was  metamor- 
phosed into  a  sea-lion,  in  pursuit  of  a  shoal 
of  golden  gudgeons.  One  did  laugh  ins 
sleep,  and  one  cried  murder.  The  first  was 
Soo-san-sin-o,  who  had  precisely  the  same 
vision  that  disturbed  the  imagination  of  the 
cuboy.  lie  tjiought  he  saw  the  face  of  a 
right  reverend  prelate  of  the  bonzas  united 
with,  and  growing  to,  the  posteriors  of  the 
minister.  Fika-kaka  underwent  the  same 
disagreeable  illusion,  with  this  aggravating 
circumstance,  that  he  already  felt  the  teeth 
of  the  said  bonza.  The  president  laughed 
aloud  at  the  ridiculous  phenomenon:  the 
cuboy  exclaimed,  in  the  terror  of  being  en- 
cumbered with  such  a  monstrous  appendage. 
It  was  not  without  some  reason  lie  cried 
"murder!"  Foksi-roku,  who  happened  to 
sleep  on  the  next  chair,  dreamed  of  money, 
bags,  places,  and  reversions ;  and,  in  the 
transport  of  his  eagerness,  laid  fast  hold  on 
the  trunk-breeches  of  the  cuboy,  including 
certain  fundamentals,  which  he  grasped  so 
violently,  as  to  excite  pain,  and  extort  the 
exclamation  from  Fika-kaka,  even  in  his 
sleep. 

The  council  being  at  last  waked  by  the 
clamours  of  the  people,  who  surrounded  tl^e 
palace,  and  proclaimed  that  Motao  was  in 
danger  of  an  invasion  ;  the  sea  sey-seo-gun, 
Nin-kom-poo-po,  was  ordered  to  fit  out  a 
fleet  of  fune,  for  the  relief  of  that  island  j 
and  directions  were  given  that  the  com- 
mander of  these  fune  should,  in  his  voyage, 
touch  at  the  garrison  of  Foutao,  and  take  on 
board  from  thence  a  certain  number  of  troops, 
to  reinforce  the  Japanese  governor  of  the 
place  tiiat  was  in  danger.  Nin-kom-poo-po 
for  this  service  chose  the  commander  Bihn- 
goh,  a  man  who  had  never  signalized  him- 
self by  any  act  of  valour  He  sent  him  out 
with  a  squadron  of  fune  ill-manned,  wretch- 
edly provided,  and  inferior  in  number  to  the 
fleet  of  China,  which  was  by  this  time  known 
to  be  assembled,  in  order  to  support  the  in- 
vasion of  the  island  of  Motao.  He  sailed, 
nevertheless,  on  this  expedition,  and  touched 
at  the  garrison  of  Foutao,  to  take  in  the  re- 
inforcement ;  but  the  orders  sent  for  this  pur- 
pose from  Nob-od-i,  minister  for  the  depart, 
ment  of  war,  appeared  so  contradictory  and 
absurd,  that  they  could  not  possibly  be  o'ney- 
ed  ;  so  that  Bihn-goh  proceeded  without  the 
reinforcement  towards  Motao,  the  principiJ 
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•brtrees  ofwiiich  was  by  this  tune  invested. 
He  had  boon  accidentally  joined  by  a  few 
"Tuisers, which  rendered  him  equal  in  slreng-th 
to  the  Chinese  squadron,  which  lie  now  de- 
scried. Both  commanders  seemed  afraid  of 
each  other.  The  fleets  however  cnnfa^ed  ; 
but  little  damatjo  was  done  to  either.  They 
parted,  as  if  by  consent.  Bihn-goh  made 
tiie  best  of  his  way  back  to  Foutao,  without 
making  the  least  attempt  to  succour  or  open 
a  communication  with  Fi-de-ta-da,  tlie  go- 
vernor of  Motao,  who,  looking  upon  himself 
as  abandoned  by  his  country,  surrendered  his 
fortress,  with  the  whole  is.and,  to  the  Chi- 
nese general.  Tliese  disgraces  happening 
on  the  back  of  the  Fatsissian  disasters,  raised 
a  prodigious  ferment  in  Japan,  and  the  minis- 
try had  almost  sunk  under  tlie  first  fury  of 
the  people's  resentment.  They  not  only 
exxlaimed  against  the  folly  of  the  adminis- 
tration, but  they  also  accused  them  oftreach- 
ery  ;  and  seemed  to  think  that  the  glory  and 
advantage  of  the  empire  had  been  betrayed. 
What  increased  the  commotion,  was  the  ter- 
ror of  an  invasion,  with  which  the  Chinese 
threatened  the  islands  of  Japan.  The  terrors 
of  Fika-kaka  had  already  cost  him  two  pair 
of  trunk  hose,  which  were  defiled  by  sudden 
sallies  or  irruptions  from  the  postern  of  his 
microcosm  ;  and  these  were  attended  with 
Buch  noisome  eiHuvia,  that  the  bonzas  could 
not  perform  the  barbal  abstersion  without 
luarks  of  abhorrence.  The  emperor  himself 
was  seen  to  stop  his  nose,  and  turn  away  his 
head,  when  he  approached  him  to  perform 
the  pedestrian  exercise. 

Here  I  intended  to  insert  a  dissertation  on 
trowsers,  or  trunk  breeches,  called  by  the 
Greeks,  /i^^moi,  et  Tn^i^a/u^.Tu  ;  by  the  Latins, 
hracccR  laxce ;  by  the  Spaniards,  hratras  an- 
chas ;  by  the  Italians,  calzone  largo;  by  the 
French,  haut  de  chausses ;  by  the  Saxons, 
hrcRcce ;  by  the  Swedes,  brackor ;  by  the 
Irish,  hriechan  ;  by  the  Celtae,  brag  ;  and  by 
the  Japanese,  bra-ak.  I  could  make  some 
curious  discoveries  touching  the  analogy  be- 
tween the  n€|(^*^«Ti  and  Zav/iv  ■ywuiKliov, 
and  point  out  the  precise  time  at  which  the 
Grecian  women  began  to  wear  the  breeches. 
I  would  have  demonstrated  that  the  cingu- 
lum  muliebre  was  originally  no  other  than 
the  wife's  literally  wearing  the  husband's 
trowsers  at  certain  orgia,  as  a  mark  of  do- 
minion transferred,  pro  tempore,  to  the  fc- 
male.  I  would  have  drawn  a  curious  paral- 
lel between  the  Za,;r.v  of  the  Greeks,  and 
the  shim  or  middle  cloth  worn  by  the  black 
ladies  in  Guinea.  I  would  have  proved  that 
breeches  were  not  first  used  to  defend  the 
central  parts  from  the  injuries  of  the  wea- 
ther, inasmuch  as  they  were  first  worn  bv 
the  orientals  in  a  warm  climate  ;  as  you  may 
Bee  in  Persius,  braccalis  illita  medis — por- 
ticus.  I  would  have  shown  that  breeches 
were  first  brought  from  Asia  to  the  northern 
parts  of  Europe,  by  the  Celtte,  sprung  from 


the  ancient  Gomanaus ;  t!i;it  trowsers  were 
worn  in  Scotland  long  before   the  tmie  of 
I'ythagoras;   and,   indeed,  we    are    tcld  by 
Jamblycus,   that  Abaris,  the  famous  Hign- 
land  philosopher,  contemporary,  and  perso- 
nally acquainted  with  the  sage  of  Crotona, 
wore  long  f-owsers.     I  myself  can  attest  the 
truth  of  that  description,  as  I  well  remember 
the  person  and  habit  of  that  learned  moun- 
taineer.     I  would  have  explained  the  reason.s 
that  compelled  the  posterity  of  those  moun- 
taineers to  abandon  the  breeches  of  their 
forefathers,  and  expose   their  posteriors  to 
the  wind.     I  would  have  convinced  the  En^. 
lish  antiquaries  that  the  inhabitants  of  York- 
shire came  originally  from  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  before  the   Scots   had   laid   aside 
their  breeches,  and  wore  this  part  of  dress, 
long  after  their  ancestors,  as  well  as  the  south, 
crn   Britons,  were   unbreechcd  by  the  Ro- 
mans.    From  this  distinction  they  acquired 
tiie  name  of  Brigarites,  (juasi  Braganles ; 
and  hence  came  the  verb  to  brasr,  or  boast 
contemptuously  ;  for  tlie  neighbours  of  the 
Brigantes  being  at  variance  with  that  people, 
used,  by  way  of  contumelious  defiance,  when 
they  saw  any  of  them  passing  or  repassing, 
to  clap  their  hands  on  their  posteriors,  and 
cry   Drag-Drag.     I   would    have    drawn    a 
learned  comparison  between  the  shield  of 
Ajax  and  the  sevenfold  breeches  of  a  Dutch 
skipper.     Finally,  I  would  have  promulgated 
the  original    use   of  trunk-breeches,   which 
would  liave  led  me  into  a  discussion  of  the 
rites  of  Cloacina,  so  differently  worshipped 
by  the  southern  and  northern  inhabitants  of 
this   kingdom.     These    disquisitions    wouUI 
have  unveiled  the  mysteries  thpt  now  con- 
ceal the  origin,  migration,  superstition,  Ian 
guage,    laws,    and  "connexions    of  difiereri 
nations — scd  nunc  non   crit  his  locus. 
shall  only  observe,  that  Linschot  and  other 
are  mistaken  in  deriving  the  Japanese  froc 
their  neifrhbours  the  Chinese;  and  that  B^ 
Kempfer  is  right  in  his  conjecture,  supposin; 
them  to  have  come  from  Media  immediately 
after  the  confusion  of  Babel.     It  is  no  won 
der,  therefore,  that  being  Braccatorum  filii 
they  should  retain  the  wide  breeches  of  theii 
progenitors. 

Having  dropped  these  hints  concerning  the 
origin  of  breeches,  I  shall  now  return  to  the 
great  personage  that  turned  me  into  this 
train  of  thinking.  The  council  of  tv%'entv 
eight  being  assembled  in  a  great  hurry,  Fika- 
kaka  sat  about  five  seconds  in  silence,  liavinq 
in  his  countenance  nearly  the  same  express- 
ion which  yon  have  seen  in  the  face  and 
attitude  of  Felix  on  his  tribunal,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  facetious  Hogarth,  in  his  print 
done  after  the  Dutch  taste.  After  some 
pause,  he  rose,  and  surveying  every  indivi 
dual  ofthecotmcil  through  a  long  tube,  began 
a  speech  to  this  effect — "  Imperial  Got-hama- 
baba,  my  ever-glorious  master;  and  you,  ye 
illustrious  nobles  of  Japan,  qtianbukua,  quoa, 
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days  and  daygos,  my  fellows  and  colleagues 
in   the   work   of  administration  ;   it  is  well 
known  to  you  all,  and  they  are  rascals  that 
deny  it,  I  have  watched  and  fasted  for  the 
public  weal — by  G — d,  1  have  deprived  my- 
self of  two  hours  of  my  natural  rest,  every 
night  for  a  week  together.     Then  I  have 
been  so  hurried  with  state  affairs,  that  I  could 
not  eat  a  comfortable  meal  in  a  whole  fort- 
night :  and  what  rendered  this  misfortune  the 
o-reater,  my  chief  cook  had  dressed  an  olio, 
a  la  Chine — I  say  an  olio,  my  lords,  such  an 
olio  as  never  appeared  before  upon  a  table 
in  Japan — by  the  Lord,  it  cost  me  tifty  obans, 
and  I  had  not  time  to  taste  a  morsel.     Well, 
then,  I  have  watched,  that  my  fellow-subjects 
should  sleep  ;  I  have  fasted,  that  they  should 
feed — 1  have  not  only  watched  and  fasted, 
but  I  have  prayed — no,  not  much  of  that — 
yes,  by  the  Lord,  I  have  prayed,  as  it  were — 
I  have  ejaculated — I  have  danced  and  sung 
at  the  matsuris,  which,  you  know,  are  reli- 
gious rites — I  have  headed  the   multitude, 
and   treated   all  the   ragamuffms   in  Japan. 
To  be  certain,  I  could  not  do  too  much  for 
our  most  excellent  and  sublime  emperor,  an 
emperor  unequalled    in   wisdom,   and  unri- 
valled in  generosity.     Were  I  to  expatiate 
from   the   rising  of  the   sun   to  the  setting 
thereof,  I  should  not  speak  half  liis  praise. 
O  happy  nation  !     O  fortunate  Japan  !  happy 
in  such  a  dairo  to  wield  the  sceptre  ;  and,  let 
me  add  (vanity  apart),  fortunate  in   such  a 
cuboy  to  conduct  the  administration.     Such 
a  prince  !  and  such  a  minister ! — aha  !   my 
noble  friend  Soo-san-sin-o,  I  see  your  day- 
ship  smile.     1  know  what  you  think,  lia  !  ha  ! 
Very  well,  my  lord — you  may  think   what 
you  please,  but  two  such  head-pieces — par- 
don,  my  royal  master,  my  presumption   in 
laying  our  heads  together — you  won't  find 
again  in  the  whole  universe,  ha !  ha !     I'll 
be  danin'd  if  you  do,  ha !   ha!   ha!''     The 
tumult  without  doors  was.  by  this  time,  in- 
creased  to   such   a  degree,  that  the  cuboy 
could  utter  nothing  more  ab  anteriori ;  and 
ihe  majority  of  the  members  sat  aghast  in 
silence.     The  dairo  declared  he  would  throw 
his  cap  out  of  the  window  into  the  midst  of 
the  populace,  and  challenge  any  single  man 
of  them  to  bring  it  up ;  but  he  was  dissuaded 
from  hazarding  his  sacred  person  in  such  a 
manner.     Q,uamba-cun-dono  proposed  to  let 
loose  the  guards  among  the  multitude  ;  but 
Fika-kaka  protested  he  could  never  agree  to 
an  expedient  so  big  with  danger  to  the  per- 
sons of  all  present.    Sti-phi-rurn-poo  was  of 
ooinion  that  they  should  proceed  according 
to  law,  and  indict  the  leaders  of  the  mob  for 
a  riot.     Nin-kom-poo-po  exhorted  the  dairo 
and  the   whole  council  to   take  refuge   on 
board  the  fleet.     Gotto-mio  sweated  in  si- 
Innc  5 :  he  trembled  for  his  money-bags,  and 
dreaded  another  encounter  with  tlie  mob,  by 
whom  he  had  suffered  severely  in  the  flesh, 
jpon   a   former   occasion.      The    president 


shrugged  up  his  shoulders,  and  kept  his  eye 
fixed  upon  a  postern  or  back-door.  In  thic 
general  consternation,  Foksi-roku  stood  up, 
and  offered  a  scheme,  which  was  immediately 
put  in  execution.  *'  The  multitudi;,  my 
lords,"  said  he,  "  is  a  many-headed  mon- 
ster — it  is  a  Cerberus  that  must  have  a  sop  :— 
it  is  a  wild  beast  so  ravenous,  that  nothing 
but  blood  will  appease  its  appetite  : — it  is  & 
whale  that  must  have  a  barrel  for  its  amuse- 
ment : — it  is  a  demon  to  which  we  must  offer 
up  human  sacrifice.  Now,  the  question  is, 
who  is  to  be  this  sop,  this  barrel,  this  scape- 
goat!  Tremble  not,  illustrious  Fika-kaka — 
be  not  afraid — your  life  is  of  too  much  con- 
sequence. But  I  perceive  that  the  cuboy  is 
moved — an  unsavoury  odour  assails  my  nos- 
trils— brief  let  me  be — Bihn-goh  must  be  the 
victim — happy,  if  the  sacrifice  of  his  single 
life  can  appease  the  commotions  of  his 
country.  To  liim  let  us  impute  the  loss  of 
Motao.  Let  us,  in  the  mean  time,  soothe 
the  rabble  with  solemn  promises  that  national 
justice  shall  be  done; — let  us  employ  emis- 
saries  to  mingle  in  ail  places  of  plebeian 
resort ;  to  puzzle,  perplex,  and  prevaricate  ; 
to  exaggerate  the  misconduct  of  Bihn-goh  ; 
to  traduce  his  character  with  retrospective 
reproach  ;  strain  circumstances  to  his  preju- 
dice ;  inflame  the  resentment  of  the  vulgar 
ag-ainst  that  devoted  officer  ;  and  keep  up  the 
flame,  by  feeding  it  with  continual  fuel." 

The  speech  was  heard  with  universal  ap- 
plause :  Foksi-roku  was  kicked  by  the  dairo, 
and  kissed  by  the  cuboy  in  token  of  appro- 
bation. The  populace  were  dispersed  by 
means  of  fair  promises.  Bihn-goh  was  pu* 
under  arrest,  and  kept  as  a  malefactor  in 
close  prison.  Agents  were  employed  through 
the  whole  metropolis,  to  vilify  his  character, 
and  accuse  him  of  cowardice  and  treachery. 
Authors  were  enlisted  to  defame  him  in  pub. 
lie  writings  ;  and  mobs  hired  to  hang  and 
burn  him  in  effigy.  By  these  means,  the 
revenge  of  the  people  was  artfully  trans- 
ferred, and  their  attention  effectually  divert- 
ed from  the  ministry,  which  was  the  first 
object  of  their  indignation.  At  length  mat- 
ters  being  duly  prepared  for  the  exhibition  of 
such  an  extraordinary  spectacle,  Bihn-goh 
underwent  a  public  trial,  was  unanimously 
found  guilty,  and  unanimously  declared  in- 
nocent ;  by  the  same  mouths  condemned  to 
death,  and  recommended  to  mercy ;  but 
mercy  was  incompatible  with  the  designs  of 

the   ad n.      The    unfortunate    Bihn-goh 

was  crucified  for  cowardice,  and  bore  his  fate 
with  the  most  heroic  courage.  His  beha- 
viour  at  his  death  was  so  inconsistent  with 
the  crime  for  wliich  he  was  doomed  to  die, 
that  the  emissaries  of  the  cuboy  were  fain  to 
propagate  a  report,  that  Bihn-goh  had  bribed 
a  person  to  represent  him  at  his  execution, 
and  be  crucified  in  his  stead. 

This  was  a  stratagem  very  well  calculated 
for  the  meridian  of  the  Japanese  populace* 
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and  it  would  ha-  e  satisfied  them  entirely, 
bad  not  their  fea<is  been  concerned.  13iit  tlie 
Chinese  had  for  tjornc  lime  been  threatening 
an  invasion,  tliC  terror  of  wliich  kept  the 
people  of  Japan  in  perpetual  agitation  and 
disquiet.  Tliey  neglected  their  business,  and 
ran  about  in  distraction,  inquiring  news,  lis- 
tening to  reports,  staring,  whispering,  wliim- 
pering,  clamouring,  neglecting  their  food, 
and  renouncing  their  repose.  The  dairo, 
wiio  believed  the  Tartars  of  Yesso  (from 
whom  he  himself  was  descended)  had  more 
valour  and  skill  and  honesty  than  was  pos- 
sessed by  any  other  nation  on  earth,  took  a 
large  body  of  them  into  his  pay,  and  brought 
them  over  to  tlie  island  of  Niphon,  for  the 
defence  of  his  Japanese  dominions.  The 
truth  is,  he  had  a  strong  predilection  for  that 
people  :  he  had  been  nursed  among  them,  and 
Eucked  it  from  the  nipple.  His  father  had 
succeeded  as  heir  to  a  paltry  farm  in  that 
country,  and  there  he  fitted  up  a  cabin  which 
he  preferred  to  all  the  palaces  of  Meaco  and 
Jeddo.  The  son  received  the  first  rudiments 
of  his  education  among  these  Tartars,  whose 
country  liad  given  birth  to  his  progenitor 
Biipo.  He  therefore  loved  their  country ;  he 
admired  their  manners,  because  they  were 
conformable  to  his  own  ;  and  he  was  in  par- 
ticular captivated  by  the  taste  they  showed 
in  trimming  and  curling  their  mustachios. 

In  full  belief  that  the  Yessites  stood  as 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  Japanese  sub- 
jects as  in  his  own,  lie  imported  a  body  of 
thorn  into  Niphon,  where  at  first  they  were 
received  as  saviours  and  protectors ;  but  the 
apprehension  of  danger  no  sooner  vanished, 
than  they  were  exposed  to  a  thousand  insults 
and  mortifications,  arising  from  the  natural 
prejudice  to  foreigners,  which  prevails  among 
the  people  of  Japan.  They  were  reviled, 
calumniated,  and  maltreated  in  every  differ- 
ent form,  by  every  class  of  people;  and  when 
the  severe  season  set  in,  the  Japanese  re- 
fused shelter  from  the  extremities  of  the 
weather,  to  those  very  auxiliaries  they  had 
hired  to  defend  every  thing  that  was  dear  to 
them  from  the  swords  of  an  enemy  whom 
they  themselves  durst  not  look  in  the  face. 
In  vain  Fika-kaka  employed  a  double  band 
of  artists  to  tickle  their  noses.  They  shut 
:iieir  eyes  indeed,  as  usual ;  but  their  eyes  no 
sooner  closed,  than  their  mouths  opened, 
and  out  flew  the  tropes  and  figures  of  obloquy 
and  execration.  They  exclaimed,  that  they 
had  not  bought  but  caught  the  Tartar  ;  that 
they  had  hired  the  wolves  to  guard  the  sheep ; 
that  they  were  simple  beasts  who  could  not 
defend  themselves  from  the  dog  with  their 
own  horns ;  but  what  could  be  expected  from 
a  flock  which  was  led  by  such  a  pusillani- 
mous belwethorl  In  a  word,  the  Yessites 
were  gent  home  in  disgrace  :  but  the  ferment 
did  not  subside  ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  ad- 
ministration was  summoned  before  the  vene- 
rable tribunal  of  the  populace. 
a  E* 


Tliere  was  one  Taycho  who  had  raised 
himself  to  great  consideration  in  this  self- 
constituted  college  of  the  mob.  He  was  dis- 
tinguished by  a  loud  voice,  an  unabashed 
countenance,  a  lluency  of  abuse,  and  an  in- 
trej)idity  of  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the 
cubuy,  who  was  liir  from  being  a  favourite 
with  the  plebeians.  Orator  'J'aycho's  elo- 
quence was  admirably  suited  to  his  audience; 
he  roared,  and  he  brayed,  and  he  bellowed 

against  the  in r:  he  threw  out  personal 

sarcasms  against  the  dairo  himself.  He  in- 
veighed against  his  partial  attachment  to  the 
land  of  Yesso,  which  he  had  more  than  once 
manifested  to  the  detriment  of  Japan:  he  in- 
(lamed  the  national  prejudice  against  for- 
eigners ;  and  as  he  professed  an  inviolable 
zeal  for  the  commons  of  Japan,  he  became 
the  first  demagogue  cf  the  empire.  The 
truth  is,  he  generally  happened  to  be  on  the 
right  side.  The  partiality  of  the  dairo,  the 
errors,  absurdities,  and  corruption  of  the 
ministry,  presented  such  a  palpable  mark  as 
could  not  be  missed  by  the  arrows  of  his  de- 
clamation. This  Cerberus  had  been  silenced 
more  than  once  with  a  sop  :  but  whether  his 
aj)petite  was  not  satisfied  to  the  full,  or  he 
was  still  stimulated  by  the  turbulence  of  his 
disposition,  which  would  not  allow  him  to 
rest,  he  began  to  shako  his  chains  anew,  and 
open  in  the  old  cry  ;  which  was  a  species  of 
music  to  the  mob,  as  agreeable  as  the  sound 
of  a  bagpipe  to  a  mountaineer  of  North 
Britain,  or  the  strum-strum  to  the  swarthy 
natives  of  Angola.  It  was  a  strain  which 
had  the  wonderful  effect  of  effacing  from  the 
memory  of  his  hearers  every  idea  of  his  for- 
mer fickleness  and  apostacy. 

In  order  to  weaken  the  effect  of  orator 
Taycho's  harangues,  the  cuboy  had  found 
means  to  intrude  npon  the  councils  of  the 
mob,  a  native  of  Ximo  called  Mura-clami, 
who  had  acquired  some  reputation  for  elo- 
quence, as  an  advocate  in  the  tribunals  of 
Japan.  He  certainly  possessed  an  uncom- 
mon share  of  penetration,  with  a  silver  tone 
of  voice,  and  a  great  magazine  of  words  and 
phrases,  which  flowed  from  him  in  a  pleasing 
tide  of  elocution.  He  had  withal  the  art  of 
soothing,  wheedling,  insinuating,  and  misre- 
presenting,  with  such  a  degree  of  plausibility, 
that  his  talents  were  admired  even  by  the 
few  who  had  sense  enough  to  detect  his 
sophistry.  He  had  no  idea  of  principle,  and 
no  feeling  of  humanity.  He  had  renounced 
the  maxims  of  his  family,  after  having  turned 
them  to  the  best  account  by  execrating  the 
rites  of  Fakku-basi,  or  the  white  horse,  in 
private  among  malcontents,  while  he  wor- 
shijiped  him  in  public  with  the  appearance 
of  enthusiastic  devotion.  When  detected  in 
this  double  dealing,  he  fairly  owned  to  thfj 
cuboy,  that  he  cursed  the  white  horse  in  pri- 
vate for  his  private  interest,  but  that  he  served 
him  in  public  from  inclination. 

The  cuboy  had  iist  «ense  enough  to  pe» 
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ceive  that  he  would  always  be  true  to  his 
own  interest ;  and  therefore  he  made  ft  his 

nterest  to  serve  the  m y  to  the  full  ex- 

..ent  of  his  faculties.  Accordingly  Mura- 
clami  fought  a  good  battle  with  orator  Tay- 
clio,  in  the  occasional  assemblies  of  the  po- 
pulace. But  as  it  is  much  more  easy  to 
inflame  than  to  allay,  to  accuse  than  to  ac- 
quit, to  asperse  than  to  purify,  to  unveil 
truth  than  to  varnish  flilsehood  ;  in  a  word, 
to  patronize  a  good  cause  than  to  support  a 
bad  one  ;  the  majesty  of  the  mob  snuftcd  up 
the  excrementitious  salts  of  Taycho's  invec- 
tives, until  their  juglars  ached,  while  they 
rejected  with  signs  of  loathing  the  flowers 
of  Mura-clami's  elocution ;  just  as  a  citizen 
of  Edinburgh  stops  his  nose  when  he  passes 
by  the  shop  of  a  perfumer. 

While  the  constitution  of  human  nature 
remains  unchanged,  satire  will  be  always 
better  received  than  panegyric,  in  those  po- 
pular harangues.  Tlie  Athenians  and  Ro- 
mans were  better  pleased  with  the  Philippics 
of  Demosthenes  and  Tully,  than  they  would 
have  been  with  all  the  praise  those  two 
orators  could  have  culled  from  the  stores  of 
their  eloquence.  A  man  feels  a  secret  satis- 
faction in  seeing  his  neighbour  treated  as  a 
rascal.  If  he  be  a  knave  himself  (which  ten 
to  one  is  the  case),  he  rejoices  to  sec  a  ciia- 
racter  brought  down  to  the  level  of  his  own, 
and  a  new  member  added  to  his  society  ;  if 
he  be  one  degree  removed  from  actual  ro- 
guery (which  is  the  case  with  nine  tenths 
of  those  who  enjoy  the  reputation  of  virtue), 
he  indulges  himself  with  the  piiarisaical  con- 
solation, of  thanking  God  he  is  not  like  that 
publican. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression :  Mura- 
clami,  though  he  could  not  with  all  his  talents 
maintain  any  sort  of  competition  with  Tay- 
cho,  in  the  opinion  of  the  mob ;  he  never- 
theless took  a  more  eftectual  method  to 
weaken  the  force  of  his  opposition.  He 
pointed  out  to  Fika-kaka  the  proper  means 
for  amending  the  errors  of  his  administration  ; 
he  proposed  measures  for  prosecuting  the  war 
with  vigour;  he  projected  plans  of  conquest 
in  Fatsissio  ;  recommended  active  officers  ; 
forwarded  expeditions  ;  and  infused  such  a 
spirit  into  the  councils  of  Japan,  as  had  not 
before  appeared  for  some  centuries. 

But  his  patron  was  precluded  from  the 
benefit  of  these  measures,  by  the  obstinate 
prejudice  and  precipitation  of  the  dairo, 
who  valued  his  Yessian  farm  above  all  the 
empire  of  Japan.  Tiiis  precious  morsel  of 
inheritance  bordered  uuon  the  territories  of 
a  Tartar  chief  called  Erut-an-tilfi,  a  famous 
freeboot*;r,  who  had  inured  his  kurd  to  blood- 
Bhed,  rikI  enriched  himself  with  rapine.  Of 
all  mankind  he  hated  most  the  dairo,  though 
his  kii'eman  ;  and  sought  a  pretence  for  seiz- 
iiij^  the  farm,  whitdi  in  three  days  he  could 
hafo  made  his  own.  The  dairo  Got-hama- 
l>aiwi   was   not   nmorant   of  his   sentiments 


He  trembled  for  his  cabin,  when  he  consi- 
dered its  situation  between  hawk  and  buz- 
zard ;  exposed  on  one  side  to  the  talons  of 
Brut-an-titfi,  and  open  on  the  other  to  the 
incursions  of  the  Chinese,  under  whose  aus- 
pices the  said  Brut-an-tiffi  liad  acted  formerly 
as  a  zealous  partizan.  He  had,  indeed,  in  a 
former  quarrel,  exerted  himself  with  such 
activity  and  rancour,  to  thwart  the  politics 
of  the  dairo,  and  accumulate  expenses  on 
the  subjects  of  Niphon,  that  he  was  univer- 
sally detested  through  the  whole  empire  of 
Japan  as  a  lawless  robber,  deaf  to  every  sug- 
gestion of  humanity,  respecting  no  law,  re- 
stricted by  no  treaty,  scoffing  at  all  religion, 
goaded  by  ambition,  instigated  by  cruelty, 
and  attended  by  rapine. 

In  order  to  protect  the  farm  from  such  a 
dangerous  neighbour,  Got-hama-baba,  by  an 
effort  of  sagacity  peculiar  to  himself,  granted 
a  large  subsidy  from  the  treasury  of  Japan,  to 
a  remote  nation  of  Mantchoux  Tartars,  on 
condition  that  they  should  march  to  the  as- 
sistance  of  his  farm,  whenever  it  should  be 
attacked.  With  the  same  sanity  of  foresight 
the  Dutch  might  engage  in  a  defensive  league 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  to  screen  them 
from  the  attempts  of  the  most  Christian  king, 
who  is  already  on  their  frontiers.  Brut-an- 
tiffi  knew  his  advantage,  and  was  resolved 
to  enjoy  it.  He  had  formed  a  plan  of  usur- 
pation, which  could  not  be  executed  without 
considerable  sums  of  money.  He  gave  the 
dairo  to  understand,  he  was  perfectly  sensi- 
ble how  much  the  farm  lay  at  his  mercy ; 
then  proposed  that  Got-hama-baba  should 
renounce  his  subsidiary  treaty  with  the  Mant- 
choux ;  pay  a  yearly  tribute  to  him,  Brut-an- 
tiffi,  in  consideration  of  his  forbearing  to  seize 
the  farm  ;  and  maintain  an  army  to  protect 
it  on  the  other  side  from  the  irruptions  of 
the  Chinese. 

Got-hama-baba,  alarmed  at  this  declara- 
tion, began  by  his  emissaries  to  sound  the 
inclinations  of  his  Japanese  subjects  touching 
a  continental  war,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
farm ;  but  he  found  them  totally  averse  to 
this  wise  system  of  politics.  Taycho,  in 
particular,  began  to  bawl  and  bellow  amonor 
the  mob,  upon  the  absurdity  of  attempting 
to  defend  a  remote  cabin,  which  was  not 
defensible  ;  upon  the  iniquity  of  ruining  a 
mighty  empire,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  a, 
few  barren  acres,  a  naked  common,  a  poor 
pitiful,  pelting  farm,  the  interest  of  >vhich, 
like  Aaron's  rod,  had  already,  on  many  occa- 
sions, swallowed  up  all  regard  and  consi- 
deration for  the  advantage  of  Japan.  He 
inveighed  against  the  shameful  and  senseless 
partiality  of  Got-hama-baba  ;  he  mingled.me- 
naces  with  his  representations.  He  expa- 
tiated on  the  folly  and  pernicious  tendency 
of  a  continental  war ;  he  enlarged  upon  the 
independence  of  Japan,  secure  in  her  insu- 
lar situation.  He  declared,  that  not  a  man 
should  be  sent  to  the  continent,  nor  a  subsid. 
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rmntc.l  to  any  greedy,  mercenary,  freebooting' 
Tartar;  and  threatened  that  it'  any  corrupt 
minister  should  dare  to  form  siicii  a  connec- 
tion, lie  would  hang  it  about  his  neck,  like 
a  millstone,  to  sink  him  to  perdition.  The 
bellows  of  Tayciio's  oratory  blew  np  such  a 
llame  in  the  jiation,  that  the  cuboy  and  all 
his  partizans  were  afraid  to  whisper  one 
syllable  about  the  farm. 

3Ieanwhile,  Brut-an-tiffi,  in  order  to  quick- 
en their  determinations,  withdrew  the  gam- 
mon he  had  in  a  town  on  the  frontiers  of 
China,  and  it  was  i?iimediately  occupied  by 
the  Chinese  ;  an  army  of  whom  poured  in, 
like  a  deluge,  through  this  opening,  upon  the 
lands  adjoining  to  the  farm.  Got-hama-baba 
was  now  seized  with  a  fit  of  temporary  dis- 
traction. He  foamed  and  raved,  and  cursed 
and  swore  in  the  Tartarian  language ;  he 
declared  he  would  challenge  Brut-an-tiffi  to 
single  combat.  He  not  only  kicked,  but  also 
cuffed  the  whole  council  of  twenty-eight,  and 
played  at  foot-ball  with  his  imperial  tiara. 
Fika-kaka  was  dumb-founded  :  Sti-phi-rum- 
poo  muttered  something  about  a  commission 
of  lunacy  :  Nin-kom-poo-po  pronounced  the 
words,  flat-bottomed  junks :  but  his  teeth 
chattered  so  much  that  his  meaning  could 
not  be  understood.  The  fatzman  ofibred  to 
cross  the  sea  and  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
a  body  of  light  horse,  to  observe  the  motions 
of  the  enemy ;  and  Gotto-mio  prayed  fer- 
vently within  himself,  that  God  Almighty 
would  be  pleased  to  annihilate  that  accursed 
farm,  which  had  been  productive  of  such 
mischief  to  Japan.  Nay,  he  even  ventured 
to  exclaim, — "  Would  to  God  the  farm  was 
Funk  in  the  middle  of  the  Tartarian  ocean  !" 
'•  Heaven  forbid  !"  cried  the  president  Soo- 
san-sin-o  ;  "  for,  in  that  case,  Japan  must  be 
at  the  expense  of  weighing  it  up  again." 

In  the  midst  of  this  perplexity,  they  were 
suddenly  surprised  at  the  apparition  of  Tay- 
i  ho's  head  nodding  from  a  window  that  over- 
looked their  deliberations.  At  sight  of  this 
liorrid  spectacle  the  council  broke  up.  The 
dairo  fled  to  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  pal- 
ace, and  all  his  counsellors  vanished,  except 
the  unfortunate  Fika-kaka,  whose  fear  had 
rendered  him  incapable  of  any  sort  of  motion 
but  one,  and  that  he  instantly  had  to  a  very 
etflcacious  degree.  Taycho,  bolting  in  at 
the  window,  advanced  to  the  cuboy  without 
ceremony,  and  accosted  him  in  these  words  : 
"  It  depends  upon  the  cuboy,  whether  T<iy- 
cho  continues  to  oppose  his  measures,  or 
oecomes  his  most  obsequious  servant.  Arise, 
illustrious  quanbuku,  and  cast  your  eyes 
upon  the  steps  by  which  I  ascended."  Ac- 
cordingly Fika-kaka  looked,  and  saw  a  mul- 
titude of  people  who  had  accompanied  their 
orator  into  the  court  of  the  palace,  and  raised 
for  nim  an  occasional  stair  of  various  imple- 
ments. The  first  step  was  made  by  an  old 
fig-box,  the  second  by  a  nightman's  bucket, 
,ne  third  by  a  cask  of  hempseed,  the  fourth 


by  a  tar  barrel,  the  fifth  by  an  empty  kilder- 
kin,  tiie  sixth  by  a  keg,  the  seventh  by  a  bag 
of  soot,  the  eighth  by  a  flsherwoman'a 
•  jasket,  the  ninth  by  a  rotten  packsaddle, 
i  iiul  tlic  tenth  by  a  block  of  hard  wood  from 
i  .he  island  of  Fatsissio.  It  was  supported  on 
one  side  by  a  varnished  lettered  j)ost,  and  on 
the  other  by  a  crazy  hogshead.  The  artiti- 
cers  who  erected  this  climax,  and  now  ex- 
ulted over  it  with  a  hideous  clamour,  con- 
sisted  of  grocers,  scavengers,  halter-makers, 
carpenters,  draymen,  distillers,  chimney- 
sweepers, oyster-women,  ass-drivers,  alder- 
men, and  dealers  in  waste-paper.  To  make 
myself  understood,  I  am  obliged.  Peacock, 
to  make  use  of  those  terms  and  denomina- 
tions which  are  known  in  this  metropolis. 

Fika-kaka,  having  considered  this  work 
with  astonishment,  and  heard  the  populace 
declare  ui)on  oath,  that  they  would  exalt 
their  orator  above  all  competition,  was  again 
addressed  by  the  invincible  Taycho.  "  Your 
quanbukuship  perceives  how  bootless  it  will 
be  to  strive  against  the  torrent.  What  need 
is  there  of  many  words]  Admit  me  to  a 
share  of  the  administration.  I  will  com- 
mence your  humble  slave.  I  will  protect 
the  farm  at  the  expense  of  Japan,  while 
there  is  an  oban  left  in  the  island  of  Niphon  ; 
and  I  will  muzzle  these  bears  so  oftcctually, 
that  they  shall  not  show  their  teeth,  except 
in  applauding  our  proceedings."  An  author 
who  sees  the  apparition  of  a  bailiff  standing 
before  him  in  his  garret,  and  instead  of  be- 
ing shown  a  capias,  is  presented  with  a 
bank-note  ;  an  impatient  lover  sto]jped  upon 
Bagshot-heath  by  a  person  in  a  mask,  who 
proves  to  be  his  sweetheart,  come  to  meet 
him  in  disguise,  for  the  sake  of  the  frolic  ;  a 
condemned  criminal,  who,  on  the  morning 
of  execution-day,  instead  of  being  called 
upon  by  the  finisher  of  the  law,  is  visited  by 
the  sheriff' with  a  free  pardon, — could  not  be 
more  agreeably  surprised  than  was  Fika- 
kaka  at  the  demagogue's  declaration.  He 
flew  into  his  embrace,  and  wept  aloud  with 
joy,  calling  him  his  dear  Taycho.  He  squeez- 
ed his  hand,  kissed  him  on  both  cheeks,  and 
swore  he  should  share  the  better  half  of  all 
his  power:  then  he  laughed  and  snivelled  by 
turns,  lolled  out  his  tongue,  waddled  about 
the  chamber,  wriggled,  and  niggled,  and  nod- 
died.  Finally,  he  undertook  to  prepare  the 
dairo  for  his  reception ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  orator  should  wait  on  his  new  col- 
league next  morning.  This  matter  being 
settled  to  their  mutual  satisfaction,  Taycho 
retreated  tlirough  the  window  into  the  court, 
yard,  and  was  conveyed  home  in  triumph  by 
that  many-headed  hydra,  the  mob,  which 
shook  its  multitudinous  tail,  and  brayed 
through  every  throat  with  hideous  exulta- 
tion. 

The  cuboy,  meanwhile,  had  another  trijil 
to  undergo ;  a  trial  which  he  had  not  fore- 
seen.  Taycho  was  no  sooner  departed,  thas 
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ae  hied  him  lo  the  dairo's  cabinet,  in  order 
to  cotntnunicate  the  happy  success  of  his 
negotiation.  But  at  certain  periods,  Got-ha- 
ma-baba's  resentment  was  more  than  a  match 
for  any  other  passion  that  belonged  to  his 
disposition,  and  now  it  was  its  turn  to  reign. 
The  dairo  was  made  of  very  combustible  ma- 
terials,  and  these  had  been  kindled  up  by  the 
appearance  of  orator  Taycho,  who  (he  knew) 
had  treated  his  person  with  indecent  free- 
doms, and  publicly  vilified  the  worship  of  the 
white  horse.  When  Fika-kaka,  therefore, 
told  him  he  had  made  peace  with  the  dema- 
gogue, the  dairo,  instead  of  giving  him  the 
kick  of  approbation,  turned  his  own  back 
upon  the  cuboy,  and  silenced  him  with  a 
boh!  Had  Fika-kaka  assailed  him  with  the 
same  syllogistical  sophism  which  was  used 
by  the  Stagyrite  to  Alexander  in  a  passion, 
perhaps  he  might  have  listened  to  reason  : — 

Ta;,  25/ cTj  isiei!  'itrcf "Anger    should   be 

raised,  not  by  our  equals,  but  by  our  supe- 
riors ;  but  you  have  no  equal."  Certain  it 
is,  that  Got-hama-haba  had  no  equal  ;  but 
Fika-kaka  was  no  more  like  Aristotle,  than 
his  master  resembled  Alexander.  The  dairo 
remained  deaf  to  all  his  remonstrances,  tears 
and  entreaties,  until  he  declared  that  there 
-vas  no  other  way  of  saving  the  farm,  but 
.hat  of  giving  a  carte  blanche  to  Taycho. 
This  agreement  seemed  at  once  to  dispel 
the  clouds  which  had  been  compelled  by  his 
indignation :  he  consented  to  receive  the 
orator  in  quality  of  minister,  and  next  day 
was  appointed  for  his  introduction. 

In  the  morning,  Taycho  the  Great  repaired 
.0  the  palace  of  the  cuboy  ;  where  he  pri- 
vately performed  the  ceremony  of  osculation 
a  posteriori,  sung  a  solemn  palinodia  on  the 
subject  of  political  system,  repeated  and 
signed  the  Buponian  creed,  embraced  the  re- 
ligion of  Fakku-basi,  and  adored  the  white 
iiorse  with  marks  of  unfeigned  piety  and 
contrition.  Then  he  was  conducted  to  the 
antechamber  of  the  emperor,  who  could  not, 
without  great  difficulty,  so  far  master  his 
personal  dislike,  as  to  appear  before  him 
with  any  degree  of  composure.  He  was 
brought  forth  by  Fika-kaka  like  a  tame  bear 
to  the  stake,  if  that  epithet  of  tame  can  be 
given  with  any  propriety  to  an  animal  which 
nobody  but  his  keeper  dares  approach.  The 
orator,  perceiving  him  advance,  made  a  low 
obeisance,  according  to  the  custom  of  Japan  ; 
that  is,  by  bending  the  body  averse  from  the 
dairo,  and  laying  the  right  hand  upon  the 
left  ISutiock  ;  and  pronounced,  with  an  audi- 
ble voice, — "  Behold,  invincible  Got-hama- 
b3,ba,  a  sincere  penitent  come  to  make 
atonement  for  his  virulent  opposition  to  your 
government,  for  his  atrocious  insolence  to 
your  sacred  person.  I  have  calumniated 
your  favourite  farm,  I  have  questioned  your 
integrity,  I  .lave  vilified  your  character,  ridi- 
culed your  understanding,  and  despised  your 


authority."  This  recapitulation  was  so  dio- 
agreeable  to  the  dairo,  that  he  suddenly  flew 
otf  at  a  tangent,  and  retreated  growlino-  to 
his  den  ;  from  whence  he  could  by  no  means 
be  lugged  again  by  the  cubcy,  until  Taycho. 
exalting  his  voice,  uttered  these  words : — 
"  But  I  will  exalt  your  authority  more  than 
ever  it  was  debased.  I  will  extol  your  wis- 
dom, and  expatiate  on  your  generosity  :  I 
will  glorify  the  white  horse,  and  sacrifice  all 
the  treasures  of  Japan,  if  needful,  for  the 
protection  of  the  farm  of  Yesso."  By  these 
cabalistical  sounds  the  wrath  ofGot-hama- 
baba  was  entirely  appeased.  He  now  re- 
turned with  an  air  of  gaiety,  strutting,  side- 
ling, circling,  fluttering  and  gobbling,  like  a 
turkey-cock  in  his  pride,  when  he  displays 
his  feathers  to  the  sun.  Taycho  hailed  the 
omen  ;  and,  turning  his  face  from  the  em- 
peror, received  such  a  salutation  on  the  os 
sacrum,  tiiat  the  parts  continued  vibrating 
and  tingling  for  several  days. 

An  indenture  tripartite  was  now  drawn 
up  and  executed.  Fika-kaka  was  continued 
treasurer,  with  his  levees,  his  bonzas,  and 
his  places  ;  and  orator  Taycho  undertook,  in 
the  character  of  chief  scribe,  to  protect  the 
farm  of  Yesso,  as  well  as  to  bridle  and  man- 
age the  blatant  beast  whose  name  was  Le- 
gion. That  a  person  of  his  kidney  should 
have  the  presumption  to  undertake  such  an 
affair,  is  not  at  all  surprising ;  the  wonder  is, 
that  his  performance  should  even  exceed  his 
promise.  The  truth  is,  he  promised  more 
than  he  could  have  performed,  had  not  cer- 
tain unforeseen  incidents,  in  which  he  had 
no  concern,  contributed  towards  the  infatua- 
tion of  the  people. 

The  first  trial  to  which  he  brought  his  as- 
cendancy over  the  mob,  was  his  procuring 
from  them  a  free  gift  to  enable  the  dairo  to 
arm  his  own  private  tenants  in  Yesso,  to- 
gether with  some  ragamuffin  Tartars  in  the 
neighbourhood,  for  the  defence  of  the  farm. 
They  winked  so  hard  upon  this  first  overt 
act  of  his  apostacy,  that  he  was  fully  per- 
suaded they  had  resigned  up  all  their  senses 
to  his  direction  ;  and  resolved  to  show  them 
to  all  Europe,  as  a  surprising  instance  of  his 
art  in  monster-taming.  This  furious  beast 
not  only  suffered  itself  to  be  bridled  and  sad- 
dled, but  frisked  and  fawned,  and  purred  and 
yelped,  and  crouched  before  the  orator,  lick- 
ing his  feet,  and  presenting  its  back  to  the 
burdens  which  he  was  pleased  to  impose. 
Immediately  after  this  first  essay,  Quamba- 
cun-dono,  the  fatzman,  was  sent  over  to  as- 
semble and  command  a  body  of  light  horse 
in  Yesso,  in  order  to  keep  an  eye  on  the 
motions  of  the  enemy  ;  and,  indeed,  this  vigi- 
lant and  sagacious  commander  conducted 
himself  with  such  activity  and  discretion, 
that  he  soon  brought  the  war  in  those  parts 
to  a  point  of  termination. 

Meanwhile,  Brut-aii-tiffi  continued  to  ho- 
ver on  the  skirts  of  the  farm   at  the  head  of 


ADVENTURES  OF  AN  ATOM. 


493 


lis  myrmidons,  and  demanded  of  the  dairo  a 
categorical  answer  to  tiie  liints  he  Jiad  "jiven. 
Got-hama-baha  underwent  several  successive 
tits  of  impatience  and  distraction.  Tlie  cuboy, 
instig-ated  by  his  own  partizans,  and  in  p-ir- 
ticular  by  Mura-ciami,  who  hoped  to  see 
Taycho  take  some  desperate  step  that  wjuld 
ruin  his  poi)ularity  ;  1  say,  the  cuboy,  thus 
stimulated,  begfan  to  ply  tlie  orator  witli  such 
pressing  entreaties  as  ho  could  no  loniror  re- 
sist;  and  now  he  exhibited  such  a  specimen 
of  his  own  power  and  the  people's  insanity, 
as  transcends  the  the  lliglit  of  ordinary  faith. 
Without  taking  the  trouble  to  scratcii  their 
long  ears,  tickle  their  noses,  drench  tiieni 
with  mandragora  or  geneva,  or  make  the 
least  apology  for  his  own  turning  tail  to  the 
principles  wliicli  he  had  all  his  lite  so  strenu- 
ously inculcated,  he  crammed  down  their 
throats  an  obligation  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute 
to  Brul-an-titli,  in  consideration  of  his  for- 
bearing to  seize  the  dairo's  farm  ;  a  tribute 
which  amounted  to  seven  times  the  value  of 
the  lands,  for  the  defence  of  which  it  was 
paid.  When  I  said  crammed,  I  ought  to 
have  used  another  phrase.  The  beast,  far 
from  showing  any  signs  of  loatiiing,  closed 
its  eyes,  opened  its  hideous  jaws,  and  as  it 
swallowed  the  inglorious  bond,  wagged  its 
tail  in  token  of  entire  satisfaction. 

No  fritter  on.  Shrove  Tuesday  was  ever 
more  dexterously  turned,  than  were  the  hy- 
dra's brains  by  this  mountebank  in  patriot- 
ism, this  juggler  in  politics,  this  cat  in  pan, 
or  cake  in  |)an,  or  xara  5rav  in  principle. 
Some  people  gave  out  that  he  dealt  with  a 
conjursr,  and  others  scrupled  not  to  insinuate 
that  he  had  sold  himself  to  the  evil  spirit. 
But  there  was  no  occasion  for  a  conjurer  to 
deceive  those  whom  the  demon  of  folly  had 
previously  confounded  ;  and  as  to  selling,  he 
sold  nothing  but  the  interest  of  his  country, 
and  of  that  he  made  a  very  bad  bargain.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  Japanese  now  viewed 
Brut-an-tiffi  either  through  a  new  perspec- 
tive, or  else  surveyed  hun  with  organs  en- 
tirely metamorphosed.  Yesterday  they  de- 
tested him  as  a  profligate  ruffian,  lost  to  all 
sense  of  honesty  and  shame,  addicted  to  all 
manner  of  vice,  a  scoffer  at  religion,  particu- 
larly that  of  Fakku-basi,  the  scourge  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  the  inveterate  enemy  of 
Japan.  To-day  they  glorified  him  as  an  un- 
blemished hero,  the  protector  of  good  faith, 
the  mirror  of  iionesty,  the  pattern  of  every 
virtue,  a  saint  in  piety,  a  devout  votary  to 
the  white  horse,  a  friend  to  mankind,  the  fast 
ally  and  the  firmest  prop  of  the  Japanese 
empire.  The  farm  of  Yesso,  which  they  had 
60  long  execrated  as  a  putrid  and  painful  ex- 
crescence upon  the  breech  of  their  country, 
which  would  never  be  quiet  nntil  this  cursed 
wart  was  either  exterminated  or  taken  away, 
they  now  fondled  as  a  favourite  mole,  nay, 
and  cherished  as  the  apple  of  their  eye.  One 
would  have  inagined  that  all  the  inconsisten- 
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cies  and  absurdities  which  chancterize  thw 
Japanese  nation  had  taken  tiieir  turns  to 
reign,  just  as  tiie  interest  of  Taycho's  ambi- 
tion  required.  When  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  establish  new  principles,  at  that  very 
instant  their  levity  prompted  them  to  re- 
nounce  their  former  maxims.  Just  as  he  had 
occasion  to  fascinate  tiieir  senses,  the  demon 
of  caprice  instigated  them  to  shut  their  eyes, 
and  iiold  out  their  necks,  that  they  might  be 
led  by  the  nose.  At  the  very  nick  of  timp 
when  he  adopted  the  cause  of  Brut-an-titTi, 
in  a  diametrical  opposition  to  all  his  former 
professions,  the  spirit  of  whim  and  singu- 
larity disposed  them  to  kick  against  the  shiny 
of  common  sense,  deny  the  light  of  day  at 
noon,  and  receive  in  their  bosoms  as  a  dove, 
the  man  whom  before  they  had  shunned  ass 
serpent.  Tlius  every  thing  concurred  to  es- 
tablish for  orator  Taycho  a  despotism  of  po- 
pularity ;  and  that  not  planned  by  reason,  oi 
raised  by  art,  but  founded  on  fatality,  anc^ 
finished  by  accident.  Quos  Jupitei  vult 
■pcrdcre  prliis  demcntat. 

Brut-an-tiffi  being  so  amply  gratified  by 
the  Japanese  for  his  promise  of  forbearance 
with  respect  to  the  farm  of  Yesso,  and  de- 
termined at  all  events  to  make  some  new 
acquisition,  turned  his  eyes  upon  the  domaint 
of  rol-hassan-akousti,  another  of  his  neigh- 
bours, who  had  formed  a  most  beautiful  co 
lony  in  this  part  of  Tartary  ;  and  rushed  upon 
it  at  a  minute's  warning.  His  resolution  in 
this  respect  was  so  suddenly  taken,  and 
quickly  executed,  that  he  had  not  yet  formed 
any  excuse  for  this  outrage,  in  order  to  save 
appearances.  Without  giving  himself  the 
trouble  to  invent  a  pretence,  he  drove  old 
Pol-hassan-akonsti  out  of  his  residence,  com- 
pelled the  domestics  of  that  prince  to  enter 
among  his  own  banditti,  plundered  his  house, 
seized  the  archives  of  his  family,  threatened 
to  shoot  the  ancient  gentlewoman  his  wife, 
exacted  heavy  contribution  from  the  tenants, 
then  dispersed  a  manifesto,  in  which  he  de- 
clared himself  the  best  friend  of  the  said 
Akoiisti  and  his  spouse,  assuring  him  he 
would  take  care  of  his  estate  as  a  precious 
deposit,  to  be  restored  to  him  in  due  season. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  thought  proper  to  se- 
quester the  rents,  that  they  might  not  enable 
Pol-hassan  to  take  any  measures  that  should 
conduce  to  his  own  prejudice.  As  for  the 
articles  of  meat,  drink,  clothing,  and  lodg- 
ing, for  him  and  his  wife  and  a  large  family 
of  small  children,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
depend  upon  Providence,  until  the  present 
troubles  should  be  appeased.  His  behaviour 
on  this  occasion.  Peacock,  puts  me  in  mind 
of  the  Spaniard  whom  Philip  II.  employed 
to  assassinate  his  own  son  Don  Carlos.  This 
compassionate  Castilian,  when  the  prince  be 
gan  to  deplore  his  fate,  twirled  his  rnusta- 
chio,  pronouncing,  with  great  gravity,  these, 
words  of  comfort, — ''Calla,  calla,  senor,  todc 
que  se  haze  es  por  su  bien ;"  "  I  beg  yout 


4»4 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS 


highness  won't  make  any  noise — this  is  all 
for  your  own  good:"  or  the  politeness  of 
Gibbet,  in  the  play  called  the  Beaux  Strata- 
gem, who  snys  to  Mrs  Sullen, — "  Your  jewels, 
madam,  if  you  please — don't  be  under  any 
uneasiness,  madam — if  you  make  any  noise, 
I  siiall  blow  your  brains  out — I  have  a  par- 
ticular regard  for  the  ladies,  madam." 

But  the  possession  of  Pol-hassan's  de- 
mesnes was  not  the  ultimate  aim  of  Brut- 
an-tiffi.  He  had  an  eye  to  a  fair  and  fertile 
province  belonging  to  a  Tartar  princess  of 
the  house  of  Ostrog.  He  saw  himself  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  banditti  trained  to  war, 
fleshed  in  carnage,  and  eager  for  rapine  ;  his 
coffers  were  filled  with  the  spoils  he  had  ga- 
thered in  his  former  freebooting  expeditions  ; 
and  the  incredible  sums  paid  him  as  an  an- 
nual tribute  from  Japan,  added  to  his  other 
advantages,  rendered  him  one  of  the  most 
formidable  chiefs  in  all  Tartary.  Thus  elated 
with  the  consciousness  of  his  own  strength, 
he  resolved  to  make  a  sudden  irruption  into 
the  dominions  of  Ostrog,  at  a  season  of  the 
year  when  that  house  could  not  avail  itself 
of  the  alliances  they  had  formed  with  the 
other  powers  ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  that, 
in  a  few  weeks,  he  should  be  able  to  subdue  the 
whole  country  belonging  to  the  Amazonian 
princess.  But  I  can  tell  thee,  Peacock,  his 
views  extended  farther  than  the  conquest  of 
the  Ostrog  dominions.  He  even  aspired  at 
(he  empire  of  Tartary,  and  had  formed  the 
design  of  deposing  the  great  cham,  who  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  princess  of 
Ostrog.  Inspired  by  these  projects,  he,  at 
the  beginning  of  winter,  sudderriy  poured 
like  a  deluge  into  one  of  the  provinces  that 
owned  this  Amazonian's  sway ;  but  he  had 
hardly  gained  the  passes  of  the  mountains, 
when  he  found  himself  opposed  by  a  nume- 
rous body  of  forces,  assembled  under  the 
command  of  a  celebrated  general,  who  gave 
him  battle  without  hesitation,  and  handled 
liim  so  rougiily,  that  he  was  fain  to  retreat 
into  the  demesnes  of  Pol-hassan,  where  he 
spent  the  greatest  part  of  the  winter  in  ex- 
acting contributions,  and  extending  the  reign 
of  desolation. 

Al!  the  petty  princes  and  states  who  hold 
ot  the  great  cham  began  to  tremble  for  their 
dominions  ;  and  tiie  cham  himself  was  so 
much  alarmed  at  the  lawless  proceedings  of 
Brut-an-tiffi,  that  he  convoked  a  general  as- 
sembly of  all  the  potentates  who  possessed 
fiefs  in  the  empire,  in  order  to  deliberate 
upon  measures  for  restraining  the  ambition 
of  this  ferocious  freebooter.  Among  others, 
the  dairo  of  Japan,  as  lord  of  the  farm  of 
Vc.'^.so,  sent  a  deputy  to  this  convention,  who, 
(n  his  master's  name,  solemnly  disclaimed 
and  professed  his  detestation  of  Brut-an- 
liffi's  proceedings,  which  indeed  were  uni- 
versally condemned.  The  truth  is,  he  at 
Uiis  period  dreaded  the  resentment  of  all  the 
Dtiier  cc-estates  rather  more  than  he  feared 


the  menaces  of  Brut-an-tifR ;  and,  in  parti- 
cular, apprehended  a  sentence  of  outiawrt 
from  the  cham,  by  which  at  once  he  would 
have  forfe.'ted  all  legal  title  to  his  beloved 
farm.  Brun-an-tifR,  on  the  ether  hand,  be- 
gan to  raise  a  piteous  clamour,  as  if  he  meant 
to  excite  compassion.  He  declared  himself 
a  poor  injured  prince,  who  had  been  a  dupe 
to  the  honesty  and  humanity  of  his  own 
heart.  He  affirmed  that  the  Amazon  of  Os- 
trog had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  against 
him,  with  the  Mantchoux  Tartars,  and  Prince 
Akousti.  He  published  particulars  of  this 
dreadful  conjuration,  which  appeared  to  be 
no  other  than  a  defensive  alliance,  formed  in 
the  apprehension  that  he  would  fall  upon 
some  of  them,  without  any  regard  to  treaty, 
as  he  had  done  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
he  seized  one  of  the  Amazon's  best  provinces. 
He  publicly  taxed  the  dairo  of  Japan  with 
having  prompted  him  to  commence  hostili- 
ties, and  hinted  that  the  said  dairo  was  to 
have  shared  his  conquests.  He  openly  en- 
treated his  co-estates  to  interpose  their  influ- 
ence towards  the  re-establishment  of  peace 
in  the  empire ;  and  gave  them  privately  to 
understand,  that  he  would  ravage  their  ter- 
ritories without  mercy,  should  they  concur 
with  the  cham  in  any  sentence  to  his  pre- 
judice. 

As  he  had  miscarried  in  his  first  attempt, 
and  perceived  a  terrible  cloud  gathering 
around  him,  in  all  probability  he  would  have 
been  glad  to  compound  matters  at  this  junc- 
ture, on  condition  of  being  left  in  statu  quo, 
but  this  was  a  condition  not  to  be  obtained 
The  princess  of  Ostrog  had  by  this  time 
formed  such  a  confederacy  as  threatened  him 
with  utter  destruction.  She  had  contracted 
an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  with  the 
Chinese,  the  Mantchoux  and  the  Serednee 
Tartars  ;  and  each  of  these  powers  engaged 
to  furnish  a  separate  army  to  humble  the 
insolence  of  Brut-an-tiffi.  The  majority  of 
the  Tartar  fiefs  agreed  to  raise  a  body  of 
forces  to  act  against  him  as  a  disturber  of 
the  public  peace ;  the  great  cham  threatened 
him  with  a  decree  of  outlawry  and  rebellion  ; 
and  the  Amazon  herself  opposed  him  at  the 
head  of  a  very  numerous  and  warlike  tribe, 
which  had  always  been  considered  as  the 
most  formidable  in  that  part  of  Tartary. 
Thus  powerfully  sustained,  she  resolved  to 
enjoy  her  revenge,  and  at  any  rate  retrieve 
the  province  which  had  been  ravished  from 
her  by  Brut-an-tiffi,  at  a  time  when  she  was 
embarrassed  with  other  difficulties.  Brut- 
an-tiffi  did  not  think  himself  so  reduced  as 
to  purchase  peace  with  such  a  sacrifice. 
The  Mantchoux  were  at  a  great  distance, 
naturally  slow  in  their  motions,  and  had  a 
very  long  march  through  a  desert  country, 
which  they  would  not  attempt  without  having 
first  provided  prodigious  magazines.  The 
Serednee  were  a  divided  people,  among 
whom  he  had  made  shift  to  foment  intestin« 
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divisions,  that  would  impede  the  national 
operations  of  tiic  war.  Tiic  Japanese  fatz- 
man  formed  a  strong  barrier  between  him 
and  the  Chinese  ;  the  army  fiirnislied  by  the 
fiefs  he  despised,  as  raw  and  undisciplined 
militia  ;  besides,  their  declaring  against  him 
ftflbrded  a  specious  pretence  fur  laying  their 
respective  dominions  under  contribution.  But 
he  chiefly  depended  upon  the  coffers  of  Japan, 
which  he  firndy  believed  would  hold  out  until 
all  his  enemies  should  be  utterly  exhausted. 

As  this  freebooter  was  a  principal  charac- 
ter in  the  drama  which  I  intend  to  reiicarsc, 
I  shall  sketch  his  portrait  according  to  the 
information  I  received  from  a  fellow-atom 
wlio  once  resided  at  his  court,  constituting 
part  in  one  of  the  organs  belonging  to  his 
first  chamberlain.  His  stature  was  under 
the  middle  size :  his  aspect  mean  and  forbid- 
ding, with  a  certain  expression  which  did 
not  at  all  prepossess  the  spectator  in  favour 
of  his  morals.  Had  an  accurate  observer 
beheld  him  without  any  exterior  distinctions 
in  the  streets  of  this  metropolis,  he  would 
have  naturally  clapped  his  hands  to  his  pock- 
ets. Thou  hast  seen  the  character  of  Gibbet 
represented  on  the  stage  by  a  late  comedian 
of  expressive  feature.  Nature  sometimes 
makes  a  strange  contrast  between  the  interior 
workmanship  and  the  exterior  form;  but  here 
the  one  reliected  a  true  image  of  the  other. 
His  heart  never  felt  an  impression  of  tender- 
ness ;  his  notions  of  right  and  wrong  did  not 
refer  to  any  idea  of  benevolence,  but  were 
founded  entirely  on  the  convenience  of  hu- 
man commerce  ;  and  there  was  nothing  so- 
cial in  the  turn  of  his  disposition.  By  nature 
he  was  stern,  insolent  and  rapacious  ;  unin- 
fluenced by  any  motive  of  humanity,  unawed 
bv  any  precept  of  religion.  With  respect  to 
religion,  he  took  all  opportunities  of  exposing 
it  to  ridicule  and  contempt.  Liberty  of  con- 
science he  allowed  to  such  extent,  as  ex- 
ceeded the  bounds  of  decorum,  and  disgraced 
all  legislation.  He  pardoned  a  criminal  con- 
victed of  bestiality;  and  publicly  declared, 
that  all  modes  of  religion,  and  every  species 
of  amour,  might  be  freely  practised  and  pro- 
eecuted  through  all  his  dominions.  His  ca- 
pacity was  of  the  middling  mould,  and  he 
had  taken  some  pains  to  cultivate  his  under- 
standing. He  had  studied  the  Chinese  lan- 
guage, which  he  spoke  with  fluency ;  and 
piqued  himself  upon  his  learning,  which  was 
but  superficial.  His  temper  was  so  capri- 
cious and  inconstant,  that  it  was  impossible 
even  for  those  who  knew  him  best  to  foresee 
any  one  particular  of  his  personal  demeanour. 
The  same  individual  he  would  caress  and 
insult  by  turns,  without  the  least  apparent 
change  of  circumstance.  He  has  been  known 
to  dismiss  one  of  his  favourites  with  parti- 
cular marks  of  regard,  and  the  most  flatter- 
ing professions  of  affection  :  and,  before  he 
!iad  time  to  pull  off  his  buskins  at  his  own 
.'.ovise.  he  has  been  hurried  on  horseback  by 


a  detachment  of  cavalry,  and  conveyed  tc 
tiio  frontiers.  Thus  harassed,  without  re. 
freshment  or  repose,  he  was  brought  back  by 
another  party,  and  reconveyed  to  the  pre- 
sence of  Brut-an-tiffi,  who  embraced  him  at 
meeting,  and  gently  chid  him  for  having 
been  so  long  absent.  The  fixed  principles 
of  this  Tartar  were  these  ;  insatiable  rapa- 
city, restless  ambition,  and  an  insuperable 
contempt  for  tlie  Japanese  nation.  His  max- 
ims of  government  were  entirely  despotic. 
He  considered  his  subjects  as  slaves,  to  be 
occasionally  sacrificed  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  capital  designs  ;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  indulged  them  with  the  protection 
of  equitable  laws,  and  encouraged  them  to 
industry  for  his  own  emolu.mcnt. 

His  virtues  consisted  of  temperance,  vigi- 
lance, activity  and  perseverance.  His  foHy 
chiefly  appeared  in  childish  vanity  and  self- 
conceit.  He  amused  himself  with  riding,  re- 
viewing his  troops,  reading  Chinese  autiiors, 
playing  on  a  musical  instrument  in  use  among 
the  Tartars,  trifling  with  buffc)oiis,  convers- 
ing with  supposed  wits,  and  reasoning  with 
pretended  philosophers  ;  but  he  had  no  com- 
UTOnication  with  the  female  sex  ;  nor,  indeed, 
was  there  any  ease,  comfort,  or  enjoyment, 
to  be  derived  from  a  participation  in  his  pas- 
time. His  wits,  philosophers  and  buftoons 
were  composed  of  Ciiinese  refugees,  who 
soon  discovered  his  weak  side,  and  flattered 
his  vanity  to  an  incredible  jiitch  of  infatua- 
tion. They  persuaded  him  that  he  was  an 
universal  genius,  an  invincible  hero,  a  sage 
legislator,  a  sublime  philosopher,  a  consum- 
mate politician,  a  divine  poet,  and  an  elegant 
hist(n-ian.  They  wrote  systems,  compiled 
memoirs,  and  composed  poems,  which  were 
published  in  his  name  ;  nay,  they  contrived 
witticisms,  which  he  uttered  as  his  own. 
They  had,  by  means  of  commercial  commu- 
nication with  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  pro-, 
cured  the  history  of  a  western  hero,  called 
Raskalander,  which,  indeed,  was  no  other 
than  the  memoirs  of  Alexander,  written  by 
Quintus  Curtius,  translated  from  the  Indian 
language,  witii  an  intermixture  of  orienta. 
fables.  This  they  recommended,  with  many 
hyperbolical  encomiums,  to  the  perusal  of 
Brut-an-tifti,  who  became  enamoured  of  the 
performance,  and  was  fired  witii  the  ambition 
of  rivalling,  if  not  excelling,  Raskalander, 
not  only  as  a  warrior,  but  likewise  as  a 
patron  of  taste,  and  a  protector  of  the  liberal 
arts.  Aa  Alexander  deposited  Homer's  Iliad 
in  a  precious  casket,  so  Brut-an-tifli  procured 
a  golden  box  for  preserving  tiiis  sophistica- 
tion of  Quintus  Curtius.  It  was  his  constant 
companion  ;  he  affected  to  read  it  in  public, 
and  to  lay  it  under  his  pillow  at  night. 

Thus  pampered  with  adulation,  and  intox- 
icated with  dreams  of  conquest,  he  made  no 
doubt  of  being  able  to  establish  a  new  em- 
pire in  Tartary,  which  should  entirely  eclips*^ 
tiie  kingdom  of  Tum-ming-qua,  and  raise  a 


496 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


reputation  tlmt  should  infinitely  transcend 
the  fame  of  Van,  or  any  emperor  that  ever 
Bat  upon  the  throne  of  Thibet.  He  now  took 
the  field  against  the  Amazon  of  the  house  of 
Ostrog,  penetrated  into  her  dominions,  de- 
feated one  of  her  generals  in  a  pitched  b.ittle, 
and  undertook  the  siege  of  one  of  her  princi- 
pal cities,  in  full  confidence  of  seeing  her 
kneeling  at  his  gate  before  the  end  of  the 
campaign.  In  the  mean  time,  her  scattered 
troops  were  rallied,  and  reinforced  by  another 
old  experienced  commander,  who,  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  genius  of  his  adversary, 
pitched  upon  an  advantageous  situation, 
where  he  waited  for  another  attack.  Brut- 
an-tiffi,  flushed  with  his  former  victory,  and 
firmly  persuaded  that  no  mortal  power  could 
withstand  his  prowess,  gave  him  battle  at  a 
very  great  disadvantage.  The  consequence 
was  ratural ;  he  lost  great  part  of  his  army, 
was  obliged  to  abandon  the  siege,  and  retreat 
with  (/isgrace.  A  separate  body,  commanded 
by  OLe  of  his  ablest  captains,  met  with  the 
same  fate  in  a  neighbouring  country  ;  and  a 
third  'letachment,  at  the  farthest  extremity 
of  hu  dominions,  having  attacked  an  army 
of  tlu  Mantciioux,  was  repulsed  with  great 
loss. 

These  were  not  all  the  mortifications  to 
which  he  was  exposed  about  this  period. 
The  fatzman  of  Japan,  who  had  formed  an 
army  for  the  defence  of  the  farm  of  Yesso 
against  the  Chinese,  met  with  a  terrible 
disaster.  Notwithstanding  his  being  out- 
numbered by  the  enemy,  he  exhibited  many 
proofs  of  uncommon  activity  and  valour.  At 
length  they  came  to  blows  with  him,  and 
handled  him  so  roughly,  that  he  was  fain  to 
retreat  from  post  to  pillar,  and  leave  the 
farm  at  their  mercy.  Had  he  pursued  liis 
route  to  the  right,  he  might  have  found 
shelter  in  the  donanions  of  Brut-an-tiffi ;  and 
this  was  his  intention  :  but,  instead  of  march- 
ing in  a  straight  line,  lie  revolved  to  the 
right,  like  a  planet  round  the  sun,  impelled 
as  it  were  by  a  compound  impulse,  until  he 
had  described  a  regular  semicircle  ;  and  then 
he  found  himself  with  all  his  followers  en- 
gaged in  a  sheep-pen,  from  whence  there 
was  no  egress  ;  for  the  enemy,  who  followed 
his  steps,  immediately  blocked  up  the  en- 
trance. The  unfortunate  fatzman,  being  thus 
pounded,  must  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  his 
centripetal  force,  had  not  he  been  delivered 
by  the  interposition  of  a  neighbouring  chief, 
who  prevailed  upon  the  Chinese  general  to 
let  Quamba-cun-dona  escape,  provided  his 
followers  would  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
return  peaceably  to  their  own  habitations. 
This  was  a  bitter  pill,  which  the  fatzman 
was  obliged  to  swallow,  and  is  said  to  have 
cost  him  five  stone  of  suet.  He  returned  to 
Japan  in  obscurity ;  the  Chinese  general 
took  possession  of  the  farm  in  the  name  of 
his  emperor  ;  and  all  the  damage  which  the 
tenants  sustained,  was  nothing  more  than  a 


change  of  masters,  which  they  had  n )  great 
cause  to  regret. 

To  the  thinkinjf  part  of  the  Japanese, 
nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  than  this 
event,  by  which  they  were  at  once  delivered 
from  a  pernicious  excrescence,  which,  like 
an  ulcerated  tumour,  exhausted  the  juices 
of  the  body  by  which  it  was  fed.  Brut-an- 
tiffi  considered  the  transaction  in  a  differeni 
point  of  view.  He  foresaw  that  the  Chinese 
forces  would  now  be  at  liberty  to  join  hia 
enemies,  the  tribe  of  Ostrog,  with  whom  the 
Chinese  emperor  was  intimately  connected  ; 
and  that  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to 
withstand  the  joint  eff"orts  of  the  confederacy, 
which  he  had  brought  upon  his  own  head. 
He  therefore  raised  a  hideous  clamour.  He 
accused  the  fatzman  of  misconduct,  and  in- 
sisted, not  without  a  mixture  of  menaces, 
upon  the  dairo's  reassembling  his  forces  in 
the  county  of  Yesso. 

The  dairo  himself  was  inconsolable.  He 
neglected  his  food,  and  refused  to  confer 
with  his  ministers.  He  dismissed  the  fatz- 
man from  his  service.  He  locked  himself 
in  his  cabinet,  and  spent  the  hours  in  lament- 
ation.— "O  n)y  dear  farm  of  Yesso!"  cried 
he,  "  shall  I  nevermore  enjoy  thy  charms  I — 
shall  I  never  more  regale  my  eye  with  thy 
beauteous  prospects,  thy  hills  of  heath,  thy 
meads  of  broom,  and  thy  wastes  of  sand  ! 
shall  I  never  more  eat  thy  black  bread,  drink 
thy  brown  beer,  and  feast  upon  thy  delicate 
porkers  !  Shall  I  never  more  receive  the 
homage  of  the  sallow  Yessites  with  their 
meagre  faces,  ragged  skirts,  and  wooden 
shoes  !  Shall  I  never  more  improve  their 
huts  and  regulate  their  pigsties  !  O  cruel 
fate  !  in  vain  did  I  face  thy  mud-walled  man- 
sion with  a  new  freestone  front!  In  vain 
did  I  cultivate  thy  turnip-garden  !  In  vain 
did  I  inclose  a  piece  of  ground  at  a  great 
expense,  and  raise  a  crop  of  barley,  the  first 
that  ever  was  seen  in  Yesso  !  In  vain  did  I 
send  over  a  breed  of  mules  and  black  cattle 
for  the  purpose  of  husbandry  !  In  vain  did 
I  supply  you  with  all  the  implements  of 
agriculture !  In  vain  did  I  sow  grass  and 
grain  for  food,  and  plant  trees  and  furze  and 
fern  for  shelter  to  the  game,  which  could 
not  otherwise  subsist  upon  your  naked 
downs  !  In  vain  did  I  furnish  your  house- 
less  sides,  and  fill  your  ?mngry  bellies  with 
the  good  tilings  of  Japan  !  In  vain  did  I  ex- 
pend the  treasures  of  my  empire  for  thy  me- 
lioration and  defence  !  In  vain  did  I  incur 
the  execrations  of  my  people,  if  I  must  now 
lose  thee  for  ever  ;  if  thou  must  now  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an  insolent  alien,  who  has  no 
affection  for  thy  soil,  and  no  regard  for  thy 
interest!  O  Quamba-cun-dono !  Quamba- 
cun-dono!  how  hast  thou  disappointed  my 
hope  !  I  thought  thou  wast  too  ponderous 
to  flinch  ;  that  thou  wouldst  have  stood  thy 
ground,  fixed  as  the  temple  of  Fakku-basi, 
and  larded  the  lean  earth  with  thy  carcoifc 
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rather  timn  lea.c  my  farm  uncovered;  but, 
alas !  thou  hast  fled  before  the  enemy  like  a 
partridge  on  the  mountains,  and  suffered 
thyself  at  last  to  be  taken  in  a  snare  like  a 
foolish  dotterel  !" 

The  cuboy,  who  overheard  this  exclama- 
tion, attemjjted  to  comfort  him  through  the 
key-hole.  Ho  soothed,  and  whined,  and 
wheedled,  and  laughed,  and  wept,  all  in  a 
breath.  He  exhorted  the  illustrious  Gol- 
hama-baba  to  bear  this  misfortune  with  his 
wonted  greatness  of  mind.  lie  offered  to 
present  his  imperial  majesty  with  lands  in 
Japan  tliat  should  be  equal  in  value  to  the 
farm  he  had  lost;  or,  if  that  should  not  be 
agreeable,  to  make  good  at  tiie  peace  all  the 
damage  that  should  be  done  to  it  by  the 
enemy.  Finally,  he  cursed  the  larni,  as  the 
cause  of  his  master's  chagrin,  and  fairly 
wished  it  at  the  devil.  Here  he  was  sud- 
denly interrupted  with  a — "  Bub-ub-ub-boh  ! 
r/iy  lord  cuboy,  your  grace  talks  like  an 
apothecary.  Go  home  to  your  own  palace, 
and  direct  your  cooks  ;  and  may  your  bonzas 
kiss  your  a —  to  your  heart's  content.  I 
Bwear  by  the  horns  of  the  moon  and  the 
noofs  of  the  white  horse,  that  my  foot  sliall 
not  touch  your  posteriors  these  three  days." 
Fika-kaka,  having  received  this  severe  check, 
craved  pardon  in  a  whimpering  tone  for  the 
liberty  he  had  taken,  and  retired  to  consult 
with  Mura-clami,  who  advised  him  to  sum- 
mon orator  Taycho  to  his  assistance. 

This  mob  driver  being  made  acquainted 
ivith  the  passion  of  the  dairo,  and  the  cause 
of  his  distress,  readily  undertook  to  make 
«uch  a  speech  through  the  key-hole,  as  should 
^effectually  dispel  the  emperor's  despondence ; 
:ind  to  this  enterprise  he  was  encouraged  by 
he  hyperbolical  praises  of  Mura-clami,  who 
exhausted  all  the  tropes  of  his  own  rhetoric 
in  extolling  the  eloquence  of  Taycho.  This 
triumviraVe  immediately  adjourned  to  the 
door  of  the  apartment  in  which  Got-hama- 
bab  was  sequestered,  where  the  orator,  kneel- 
ing upon  a  cushion,  with  his  mouth  applied 
to  the  key-hole,  opened  the  sluices  of  his 
elocution  to  this  effect.  "Most  gracious!" 
"Bo,  bo,  boh!"  "  Most  illustrious!"  "Bo, 
boh  !"  "  Most  invincible  Got-hama-baba  !" 
"  Boh  !"  "  When  the  sun,  that  glorious 
luminary,  is  obscured  by  envious  clouds,  all 
nature  saddens,  and  seems  to  sympathise 
with  his  apparent  distress.  Your  imperial 
(najcsty  ■  the  sun  of  our  hemisphere,  whose 
splendour  illuminates  our  throne,  and  whose 
genial  warmth  enlivens  our  hearts  ;  and  shall 
rt'C,  your  subjects,  your  slaves,  the  creatures 
of  your  nod — shall  we,  unmoved,  behold  your 
ever-glorious  effulgence  overcast]  No  !  while 
tlie  vital  stream  bedews  our  veins,  while  our 
Eouls  retain  the  faculty  of  reason,  and  our 
tongues  the  power  of  speech,  we  shall  not 
cease  to  embalm  your  sorrow  with  our  tears  ; 
we  shall  not  cease  to  pour  the  overflowings 
of  our  affection — our  filial  tenderness  whicii 
6  F"  87* 


will  always  be  reciprocal  with  your  parental 
care  :  these  are  the  inexhaustible  sources  of 
the  nation's  happiness.  They  may  be  com- 
pared to  the  rivers  Jodo  and  Jodo-gava,  which 
derive  their  common  origin  from  the  vast 
lake  of  Ami.  The  one  winds  its  silent  course, 
calm,  clear,  and  majestic,  reflecting  the 
groves  and  palaces  that  adorn  its  banks,  and 
fertilizing  the  delightful  country  through 
which  it  runs  :  the  other  gushes  impetuous 
through  a  rugged  channel  and  less  fertile 
soil ;  yet  serves  to  bcautity  a  number  of  wild 
romantic  scenes  ;  to  fill  an  hundred  aque- 
ducts, and  to  turn  a  thousand  mills  :  at  length 
they  join  their  streams  below  the  imperial 
city  of  Meaco,  and  form  a  mighty  flood  de- 
volving to  the  bay  of  Usaca,  bearing  on  its 
spacious  bosom  the  riches  of  Japan."  Here 
the  orator  paused  for  breath : — the  cuboy 
clapped  him  on  the  back,  whispering,— 
"  Super-excellent !  O  charming  simile  !  An- 
other such  will  sink  the  dairo's  grief  to  the 
bottom  of  the  sea:  and  his  heart  will  float 
like  a  blown  bladder  upon  the  waves  of  Ku- 
gova."  Mura-clami  was  not  silent  in  his 
praise,  while  he  squeezed  an  orange  between 
the  lips  of  Taycho ;  and  Got-hama-baba 
seemed  all  attention  :  at  length  the  orator 
resumed  his  subject.  "  Think  not,  august 
emperor,  that  th.e  cause  of  your  disquiet  is 
unknown,  or  unlamented  by  your  weeping 
servants.  We  have  not  only  perceived  your 
eclipse,  but  discovered  the  invidious  body  by 
whose  interposition  that  eclipse  is  effected. 
The  rapacious  arms  of  the  hostile  Chinese 
have  seized  the  farm  of  Yesso  !"  "  Oh,  oh, 
oh  !"  "  That  farm  so  cherished  by  your  im- 
perial favour  ;  that  farm  which,  in  the  north 
of  Tartary,  shone  like  a  jewel  in  the  ^tliiop's 
ear  ; — yes,  that  jewel  hath  been  snatched  by 
the  savage  hand  of  a  Chinese  freebooter  :^ 
but  dry  your  tears,  my  prince ;  that  jewel 
shall  detect  his  theft,  and  light  us  to  revenge. 
It  shall  become  a  rock  to  crush  him  in  his 
retreat ; — a  net  of  iron  to  entangle  his 
steps; — a  fallen  trunk  over  which  his  feet 
shall  stumble.  It  shall  hang  like  a  weight 
about  his  neck,  and  sink  him  to  the  lowest 

gulph  of  perdition. Be  comforted,  then, 

my  liege  !  your  farm  is  rooted  to  the  centre  ; 
it  can  neither  be  concealed  nor  removed. 
Nay,  should  he  hide  it  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean,  or  place  it  among  the  constellationg 
in  the  heavens,  your  faithful  Taycho  would 
fish  it  up  entire,  or  tear  it  headlong  from  the 
starry  firmament.  We  will  retrieve  the  farm 
of  Yesso."  "  But,  how,  how,  how,  dear 
orator  Taycho?"  "The  empire  of  Japan 
shall  be  mortgaged  for  the  sake  of  that  pre- 
cious— that  sacred  spot,  which  produced  the 
patriarch  apostle  Bupo,  and  resounded  under 
the  hoofs  of  the  holy  steed.  Your  people  of 
Japan  shall  chant  the  litany  of  Fakku-basi. 
They  shall  institute  crusades  for  the  recovery 
of  the  farm  ;  they  shall  pour  their  treasury  at 
your  imperial  feet ; — they  shall  clamour  for 
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imposition  ;  they  sliall  load  thcmselv6s  with 
tenfold  burdens,  desolate  their  country,  and 
beo-gar  their  posterity  in  behalf  of  Yesso. 
With  these  funds  I  could  undertake  even  to 
overturn  the  councils  of  Peldn.  While  the 
Tartar  princes  deal  in  the  price  of  blood, 
there  will  be  no  want  of  hands  to  cut  away 
those  noxious  weeds  which  have  taken  root 
in  the  farm  of  Ycsso  :  those  vermin  that  have 
preyed  upon  her  delightful  blossoms  !  Amidst 
such  a  variety  of  remedies,  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  in  choosing.  Like  a  weary  traveller, 
I  will  break  a  bough  from  the  first  pine  that 
presents,  and  brush  away  those  troublesome 
insects  that  gnaw  the  fruits  of  Yesso.  Should 
not  the  mercenary  bands  of  Tartary  suffice 
to  repel  those  insolent  invaders,  I  will  engage 
to  chain  this  island  to  the  continent ;  to 
build  a  bridge  from  shore  to  shore,  that  shall 
afford  a  passage  more  free  and  ample  than 
the  road  to  hell.  Through  this  avenue  I  will 
ride  the  mighty  beast  whose  name  is  Legion. 
I  have  studied  the  art  of  war,  my  liege  : — I 
had  once  the  honour  to  serve  my  country  as 
lance-presado  in  the  militia  of  Niphon.  I 
will  unpeople  these  realms,  and  overspread 
the  land  of  Yesso  with  the  forces  of  Japan." 

Got-hama-baba  could  no  longer  resist  the 
energy  of  such  expressions.  He  flew  to  the 
door  of  his  cabinet,  r.nd  embraced  the  orator 
in  a  transport  of  joy  ;  while  Fika-kaka  fell 
upon  his  neck  tnd  wept  aloud  ;  and  Mura- 
clami  kissed  the  hem  of  hip  garment. 

You  must  know,  Pcacocn,  I  had  by  this 
time  changed  my  situation.  I  was  discharged 
m  the  perspiratory  vapour  from  the  perinaeum 
of  tlie  cuboy,  and  sucked  into  the  lungs  of 
Mura-clami,  through  which  I  pervaded  into 
the  course  of  the  circulation,  and  visited 
every  part  of  his  composition.  I  found  the 
brain  so  full  and  compact,  that  there  was  not 
room  for  another  particle  of  matter.  But 
instead  of  a  heart,  he  had  a  membraneous 
sac,  or  hollow  viscus,  cold  and  callous,  the 
habitation  of  sneaking  caution,  servile  flat- 
tery, griping  avarice,  creeping  malice,  and 
treacherous  deceit.  Among  these  tenants  it 
was  my  fate  to  dwell ;  and  there  I  discovered 
the  motives  by  which  the  lawyer's  conduct 
was  influenced.  Ho  now  secretly  rejoiced 
at  the  presumption  of  Taycho,  which  he 
hoped  had  already  prompted  him  to  undertake 
more  than  he  could  perform  ;  in  which  case 
he  would  infallibly  incur  disgrace  either  with 
the  dairo  or  the  people.  It  is  not  impossible 
but  tins  hope  might  have  been  realized,  iiad 
not  fijrtune  unexpectedly  interposed,  and 
operated  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  orator's  pre- 
sumption. Success  began  to  dawn  upon  the 
fjrms  of  Japan  in  tlio  island  of  Fatsissio  ;  and 
towards  the  end  of  tlie  campaign,  Brut-an- 
lifR  obtained  two  petty  advantages  in  Tartary 
agamst  one  body  of  Chinese,  and  another  of 
the  Ostrog.  All  these  were  magnified  into 
astonishing  victories,  and  ascribed  to  the 
*'iedom   and   courage    of  Tavcho,  because 


during  his  ministry  they  were  obtained 
though  he  neither  knew  why,  nor  wherefore 
and  was  in  this  respect  as  innocent  as  hia 
master  Got-hama-baba,  and  his  colleague 
Fika-kaka.  He  had  penetration  enough  to 
perceive,  however,  that  these  events  had  in- 
toxicated the  rabble,  and  began  to  pervert 
their  ideas.  Success  of  any  kind  is  apt  to 
perturb  the  weak  brain  of  a  Japanese ;  but 
the  acquisition  of  any  military  trophy  pro-- 
duces  an  actual  delirium.  The  streets  of 
Meaco  were  filled  with  multitudes  who  shout- 
ed, whooped,  and  hallooed.  They  made  pro- 
cessions with  flags  and  Itanners ;  they  illumi 
nated  their  houses  ;  they  extolled  lan-on-i,  a 
provincial  captain  of  Fatsissio,  who  had,  by 
accident,  repulsed  a  body  of  the  enemy,  and 
reduced  an  old  barn  which  they  had  fortified. 
They  magnified  Brut-an-tiffi :  they  deified 
orator  Taycho  ;  they  drank,  they  damned, 
they  squabbled,  and  acted  a  thousand  extra- 
vagances, which  I  shall  not  pretend  to  enu- 
merate or  particularize.  Taycho,  who  knew 
their  trim,  seized  this  opportunity  to  strike 
while  the  iron  was  hot.  He  forthwith  mount- 
ed an  old  tub,  which  was  his  public  rostrum, 
and,  waving  his  hand  in  an  oratorial  attitude, 
was  immediately  surrounded  with  the  throng- 
ing p<-.pulace.  I  have  already  given  you  a 
specimen  of  his  manner,  and  therefore  shall 
not  repeat  the  tropes  and  figures  of  his  har- 
angue ;  but  only  sketch  out  the  plan  of  his 
address,  and  specify  the  chain  of  his  argu- 
ment alone.  He  assailed  them  in  the  way 
of  paradox,  which  never  fails  to  produce  a 
wonderful  effect  upon  a  heated  imagination 
and  a  shallow  understanding.  Having,  in 
his  exordium,  artfully  fascinated  their  facul- 
ties like  a  juggler  in  Bartholomew  fair,  by 
means  of  an  assemblage  of  words  without 
meaning  or  import,  he  proceeded  to  demon- 
strate, that  a  wise  and  good  man  ought  to 
discard  his  maxims,  the  moment  he  finds 
they  are  certainly  established  on  the  founda- 
tion of  eternal  truth :  that  the  people  of  Japan 
ought  to  preserve  the  farm  of  Yesso  as  the 
apple  of  their  eye,  because  nature  had  dis- 
joined it  from  their  empire,  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  it  would  involve  them  in  all  the 
quarrels  of  Tartary ;  that  it  was  to  be  pre- 
served at  all  hazards,  because  it  was  not 
worth  preservinf;  that  all  the  power  and 
opulence  of  Japan  ought  to  be  exerted  and 
employed  m  its  defence,  because,  by  the  na- 
ture of  its  situation,  it  could  not  ptpsibly  be 
defended ;  that  Brut-an-tiffi  was  the  great 
protector  of  the  religion  of  the  bonzas,  be- 
cause he  liad  never  shown  the  least  regard 
to  any  religion  at  all ;  that  he  was  the  fast 
friend  of  Japan,  because  he  had  more  than 
once  acted  as  a  rancorous  enemy  to  thia 
emi)irc,  and  never  let  slip  the  least  oppor 
tunity  of  expressing  his  contempt  for  the 
subjects  of  Niplion  ;  that  he  was  an  invincible 
hero,  because  he  had  been  thrice  beaten,  and 
once  comoelled  ti^  '•lisc  a  siege,  in  the  caursa 


ADVENTURES  OF  AN  ATOM. 


49S 


of  two  canipaiiTiis  ;  that  he  was  a  prince  of 
consummate  lionour,  because  l)e  Iiad,  in  tlie 
time  of  profound  peace,  usurped  the  domin- 
ions, and  ravaged  the  countries  of  his  neigh- 
bours, in  deliancc  of  common  iionesty,  in 
violation  of  the  most  solemn  treaties;  that 
he  was  tlie  most  honourable  and  important 
ally  that  tlie  empire  of  Japan  conJd  c!v?ose, 
because  his  alliance  was  to  be  purchased 
with  an  enormous  annual  tribute,  for  which 
)io  was  bound  to  perform  no  earthly  ofiice  of 
friendship  or  assistance  ;  because  connection 
with  iurn  c^Fectually  deprived  Japan  of  the 
friendship  of  all  the  oliier  princes  and  states 
of  Tartary  ;  and  the  utmost  exertion  of  his 
power  could  never  conduce,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  to  the  interest  or  advantage  of  il)c 
Japanese  empire. 

Such  were  the  propositions  orator  Taycho 
undertook  to  demonstrate,  and  the  Guccess 
justified  liis  undertaking.  After  a  weak  mind 
has  been  duly  prepared,  and  turned,  as 
were,  by  opening  a  sluice  or  torrent  of 
high-sounding  words,  the  greater  the  contra- 
diction proposed,  the  stronger  impression  it 
makes,  because  it  increases  tiie  puzzle,  and 
.ays  fast  hold  on  the  admiration,  depositing 
the  email  proportion  of  reason  with  which  it 
was  before  impregnated,  like  vitriol  acid  in 
the  copper  mines  of  Wicklow,  into  which, 
if  you  immerse  iron,  it  immediately  quits 
the  copper  which  it  iiad  before  dissolved,  and 
unites  with  the  other  metal,  to  which  it  has 
a  stronger  attachment.  Orator  Taycho  was 
not  so  well  skilled  in  logic  as  to  amuse  his 
audience  with  definitions  of  concrete  and  ab- 
stract terms  ;  or  expatiate  upon  the  genus 
and  the  diflcrence  ;  or  state  i)ropositions  by 
the  subject,  the  predicate,  and  the  copula;  or 
form  syllogisms  by  mood  and  figure  ;  but  he 
was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
equivocal  or  synonymous  words  in  his  own 
language,  and  could  ring  the  changes  on 
ihem  with  great  dexterity.  He  knew  per- 
fectly well  how  to  express  the  same  ideas  by 
words  that  literally  implied  opposition  :  for 
example,  a  valuable  conquest  or  an  invalua- 
ble conquest;  a  shameful  rascal  or  a  shame- 
less villain  ;  a  hard  head  or  a  soft  head  ;  a 
large  conscience  or  no  conscience  ;  immense- 
ly great  or  immensely  little  ;  damned  high 
or  damned  lev;  ;  damned  bitter,  damned 
Bweet ;  dirnned  severe,  damned  insipid, 
and  damned  fulsome.  He  knew  how  to  in- 
vert the  sense  of  words  by  changing  the 
manner  of  pronunciation  :  e.  g.  "  You  are 
a  very  pretty  fellow  !"  to  signify,  "  You 
arc  a  very  dirty  scoundrel."  "  You  have 
always  spoken  respectfully  of  the  higher 
powers  !"  to  express,  "  You  have  often  in- 
sulted your  better?,  and  even  your  sove- 
reign." "  You  iiave  never  turned  tail  to 
the  principles  you  professed  !"  to  declare, 
"You  liave  acted  the  part  of  an  infamous 
apostate."  He  was  well  aware  that  words 
titer  their  signification  according  to  the  cir- 


cumstances of  times,  customs,  and  the  differ- 
cnce  of  opinion.  Thus  the  name  of  Jack, 
who  used  to  turn  the  spit  and  pull  off  hia 
master's  boots,  was  transferred  to  an  iror 
machine  and  a  wooden  instrument  now  sub- 
stituted  for  these  j)urposos  :  tlu>s  a  stand  for 
the  tea-kettle  acquired  the  name  of  footman  ; 
and  the  words  canon  and  ordinance,  signify, 
ing  originally  a  rule  or  law,  were  extended 
to  a  piece  of  artillery,  which  is  counted  the 
ult'unu  lex,  or  ultima  ratio  rei>um.  In  the 
same  manner,  the  words  infidel,  heresy, 
good  man,  and  political  orthodoxy,  imply 
very  difterent  significations  among  difl^ercnt 
classes  of  people.  A  nuissulman  is  an  infi- 
del at  Rome,  and  a  Christian  is  distinguished 
as  an  unbeliever  at  Constantinople.  A  pa- 
pist by  protestantism  understands  heresy ; 
to  a  Turk  the  same  idea  is  conveyed  by  the 
sect  of  All.  The  term  good  7nan  at  Edin- 
burgh implies  fanaticism  ;  upon  the  Ex- 
change of  Loudon,  it  signifies  cash,  and  in 
the  general  acccj)tation  benevolence.  Poli- 
tical orthodoxy  has  different,  nay  opposite 
definitions,  at  difierent  places  in  the  same 

kingdom ;  at  O and  C ,  at  the 

Cocoa-tree  in  Pall-mall,  and  at  Garraway's 
in  Exchange  alley.  Our  orator  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  legerdemain  of  his  own 
language,  as  well  as  with  the  nature  of  the 
beast  he  had  to  rule.  He  knew  when  to  dis- 
tract its  weak  brain  with  a  tumult  of  incon- 
gruous ideas  ;  he  knew  when  to  overwiielm 
its  feeble  faculty  of  thinking,  by  pouring  in 
a  torrent  of  words  without  any  ideas  annexed. 
These  throng  in  like  city  milliners  to  a  Mile- 
end  assembly,  while  it  happens  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  a  conductor  witiiout  strength 
and  authority.  Those  that  have  ideas  an- 
nexed may  be  compared  to  the  females  pro- 
vided with  partners,  which,  though  they  may 
crowd  the  place,  do  not  absolutely  destroy 
all  regulation  and  decorum  ;  but  those  that 
are  uncoupled  press  in  promiscuously  with 
such  impetuosity,  and  in  such  numbers,  that 
the  puny  master  of  the  ceremonies  is  unable 
to  v/itiistand  the  irruption,  far  less  to  distin- 
guish their  quality,  or  accommodate  them 
•.vith  partners  :  thus  they  fliU  into  the  dance 
without  order,  and  inunediately  anarchv  en- 
sues. Taycho  having  kept  the  monster's 
brain  on  a  simmer,  until,  like  the  cow-heel 
in  Don  Quixote,  it  seemed  to  cry  commen- 
me,  commenme, — come  eat  me,  come  eat  me; 
then  told  them  in  plain  terms,  that  it  was 
expedient  they  should  part  with  their  wives 
and  their  children,  their  souls  and  their 
bodies,  their  substance  and  their  senses,  their 
blood  and  their  suet,  in  order  to  defend  the 
indefensible  farm  of  Yesso,  and  to  support 
Brut-an-tilTi,  their  insupportable  ally.  The 
hydra,  rollinir  itself  in  the  dust,  turned  up  its 
huge  unwieldy  paunch,  and  wagoned  its  forky 
tail  ;  then  licked  the  feet  of  Taycho,  and 
through  all  its  hoarse  discordant  throats  be- 
gan to  bray  app'ause.     The  dairo  reioiceJ 
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in  his  success,  the  first  fr'iits  of  wliich  con- 
sisted in  their  agreeing  to  maintain  an  army 
of  twenty  thousand  Tartar  mercenaries,  who 
ivere  reinforced  by  the  flower  of  the  national 
troops  of  Japan,  sent  over  to  defend  the 
farm  of  Yesso  ;  and  in  their  consenting  to 
prolong  the  annual  tribute  granted  to  Brut- 
an-tiffi,  who,  in  return  for  this  condescension, 
accommodated  the  dairo  with  one  of  his 
freebooting  captaifls  to  command  the  Yessite 
army.  This  new  general  had  seen  some 
service,  and  was  counted  a  good  officer  ;  but 
it  was  not  so  much  on  account  of  his  mili- 
tary character  that  he  obtained  this  com- 
mand, as  for  his  dexterity  in  prolonging  the 
war,  his  skill  in  exercising  all  the  different 
arts  of  peculation,  and  his  attachment  to 
Brut-an-tiffi,  with  whom  he  had  agreed  to  co- 
operate in  milking  the  .Japanese  cow.  This 
plan  they  executed  with  such  effect,  as  could 
not  possibly  result  from  address  alone,  un- 
assisted by  the  infatuation  of  those  whom 
they  pillaged.  Every  article  of  contingent 
expense  for  draught-horses,  wagons,  postage, 
forage,  provision,  and  secret  service,  was 
ev.'elled  to  such  a  degree  as  did  violence  to 
common  sense  as  well  as  to  common  honesty. 
The  general  had  a  follow  feeling  with  all  the 
contractors  in  the  army,  who  were  connected 
with  him  in  such  a  manner  as  seemed  to 
preclude  all  possibility  of  detection.  In  vain 
some  of  the  Japanese  officers  endeavoured 
to  pry  into  this  mysterious  commerce  ;  in 
vain  inspectors  were  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  Japan.  The  first  were  removed 
on  different  pretences  ;  the  last  were  en- 
countered by  such  disgraces  and  discourage- 
ments, as  in  a  little  time  compelled  them  to 
resign  the  office  they  had  undertaken.  In  a 
word,  there  was  not  a  private  mercenary 
Tartar  soldier  in  this  army  who  did  not  cost 
the  empire  of  Japan  as  much  as  any  subal- 
tern officer  of  its  own  ;  and  the  annual  charge 
of  this  continental  war,  undertaken  for  the 
protection  of  the  farm  of  Yesso,  exceeded 
the  whole  expense  of  any  former  wr.r  which 
Ja])an  had  ever  maintained  on  its  own  ac- 
count since  the  beginning  of  the  empire; 
nay,  it  was  attended  with  one  circumstance 
which  rendered  it  still  more  insupportable. 
The  money  expended  in  armaments  and 
operations,  equipped  and  prosecuted  on  the 
side  of  Japan,  was  all  circulated  within  the 
empire  ;  so  that  it  still  remained  usefiil  to 
the  community  in  general  :  but  no  instance 
vould  ba  produced  of  a  single  copan  that 
ever  returned  from  the  continent  of  Tartary : 
therefore  all  the  sums  sentthither  were  clear 
loss  to  the  subjects  of  Japan. 

Orator  Taycho  acted  as  a  faithful  ally  to 
Brut-an-tiffi,  by  stretching  the  bass  strings 
of  the  mobile  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  al- 
ways in  concert  with  the  extravagance  of  the 
Tartar's  demands,  and  the  absurdity  of  the 
itairf)'s  predilection.  Fika-kaka  was  aston- 
ished at  these  phenomena  ;  while  Mura-clami 


hoped  in  secret  that  the  orator's  brain  was 
disordered,  and  that  his  insanity  would  soon 
stand  confessed,  even  to  the  conviction  of 
the  people.  "  If,"  said  he  to  himself,  "  they 
are  not  altogether  destitute  of  human  reason, 
they  must,  of  their  own  accord,  perceive  and 
comprehend  this  plain  proposition :  a  cask 
of  water  that  discharges  three  by  one  pipe 
and  receives  no  more  than  two  by  another 
must  infallibly  be  emptied  at  the  long-run 
Japan  discharges  three  millions  of  obans  eve 
ry  year  for  the  defence  of  that  blessed  farm, 
which,  were  it  put  up  to  sale,  would  not  fetch 
one-sixth  part  of  the  sum  ;  and  the  annual 
balance  of  her  trade  with  all  the  world  brings 
in  two  millions  :  ergo,  it  runs  out  faster  than 
it  runs  in,  and  the  vessel  at  the  long-rur 
must  be  empty."  Mur9.-clami  was  mistaken. 
He  had  studied  philosophy  only  in  profile. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  investigate  the  sense, 
but  he  had  never  fathomed  the  absurdi- 
ties of  human  nature.  All  that  Taycho 
had  done  for  Yesso  amounted  not  to  one- 
third  of  what  was  required  by  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  Japan,  while  it  maintained  the  war 
against  China  in  different  quarters  of  Asia. 
A  former  cuboy  (rest  his  soul !)  finding  it 
impossible  to  raise  within  the  year  the  exor- 
bitant supplies  that  were  required  to  gratify 
the  avarice  and  ambition  of  the  dairo,  had 
contrived  the  method  of  funding,  which  hath 
been  lately  adopted-  with  such  remarkable 
success  in  this  kingdom.  You  know.  Pea- 
cock, this  is  no  more  than  borrowing  a  cer- 
tain sum  on  the  credit  of  the  nation,  and 
laying  a  fresh  tax  upon  the  public,  to  defray 
the  interest  of  every  sum  thus  borrowed  ;  an 
excellent  expedient,  when  kept  within  due 
bounds,  for  securing  the  established  govern- 
ment, multiplying  the  dependents  of  the 
m — ry,  and  throwing  all  the  money  of  the 
empire  into  the  hands  of  the  administration. 
But  those  loans  were  so  often  repeated,  that 
the  national  debt  had  already  swelled  to  an 
enormous  burden  :  such  a  variety  of  taxes 
was  laid  upon  the  subject,  as  grievously  en- 
hanced all  the  necessaries  of  life ;  conse- 
quently the  poor  were  distressed,  and  the 
price  of  labour  was  raised  to  such  a  degree, 
that  the  Japanese  manufactures  were  every 
where  undersold  by  the  Chinese  traders,  who 
employed  their  workmen  at  a  more  mode- 
rate expense. 

Taycho,  'n  this  dilemma,  was  seized  with 
a  strange  conceit.  Alchemy  was  at  that 
period  become  a  favourite  study  in  Japan. 
Some  bonzas  having  more  learning  and  ava- 
rice than  their  brethren,  applied  themselves 
to  the  study  of  cort-ain  Chaldean  manuscripts, 
which  their  ancestors  had  brought  from  As- 
syria ;  and  in  these  they  found  the  substance  of 
all  that  is  contained  in  the  works  of  Hermes 
Trismegistus,  Geocr,  Zosymus,  the  Panapo- 
lite,  Olympiodorus,  Ileliodorus,  Agathodse- 
mon,  Morienus,  Albertus  Magnus,  and,  above 
all,  your   countryman,   Roger  Bacon,  whc 
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adopted  Geber's  o])iiiioii,  that  mercury  is  the 
common  basis,  and  sulphur  the  cement  of  all 
metals.  By  the  bye,  this  same  Friar  Bacon 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  composition  of 
g'unpowder,  tiiough  the  reputation  arising 
from  the  discovery  has  been  given  to  Swartz, 
w!io  lived  many  yf^ars  after  that  monk  of 
Westminster.  Whether  tlie  philosopher's 
ptono,  otherwise  called  the  gift  azoth,  the 
fifth  essence,  or  the  alkahest;  which  last, 
Van  Hclmont  pilfered  from  the  tcntli  book 
of  tlie  Archidoxa,  that  treasure  so  long  de- 
posited in  the  occiput  of  the  renowned  Au- 
reolus,  Philippus,  Paracelsus,  Theophrastus, 
Bombast,  dc  liohenheim,  was  ever  really  at- 
tained by  human  adept,  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  disclose ;  but  certain  it  is,  the  philoso- 
phers and  alchemists  of  Japan,  employed  by 
orator  Taycho  to  transmute  baser  metals 
into  gold,  miscarried  in  all  their  experiments. 
The  whole  evaporated  in  smoke,  without 
leaving  so  much  as  the  scrapings  of  a  cruci- 
ble for  a  specific  against  the  itch.  Tickets 
made  of  a  kind  of  bamboo  had  been  long 
used  to  reinforce  the  circulation  of  Japan  ; 
but  these  were  of  no  use  in  Tartary ;  the 
mercenaries  and  allies  of  that  country  would 
receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  which, 
indeed,  one  would  imagine  they  had  a  par- 
ticular method  of  decomposing  or  annihilat- 
ing ;  for,  of  all  the  millions  transported  thi- 
ther, not  one  copan  was  ever  known  to  re- 
visit Japan.  "  It  was  a  country,"  as  Hamlet 
gays,  "from  whose  bourne  no  travelling  co- 
pan  e'er  returned."  As  the  war  of  Yesso, 
therefore,  engrossed  all  the  specie  of  Niphon, 
and  some  currency  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  subsistence  of  the  Japanese,  the  orator 
contrived  a  method  to  save  the  expense  of 
solid  food.  He  composed  a  mess  that  should 
fill  their  bellies,  and,  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
tract the  intoxication  of  their  brains,  which 
it  was  so  much  his  interest  to  maintain.  He 
put  them  upon  a  diet  of  yeast :  where  this 
did  not  agree  with  the  stomach,  he  employed 
his  emissaries  to  blow  up  the  patients  a  pos- 
teriori, as  the  dog  was  blown  up  by  the  mad- 
man of  Seville,  recorded  by  Cervantes.  The 
individuals  thus  inflated  were  seen  swagger- 
ing about  the  streets,  smooth  and  round,  and 
cleek  and  jolly,  with  leering  eyes  and  florid 
complexion.  Every  one  seemed  to  have  the 
OS  magna  sonaturum.  He  strutted  with  an  air 
of  importance.  He  broke  wind,  and  broached 
new  systems.  He  declared,  as  if  by  revela- 
tion, that  the  more  debt  the  public  owed,  the 
richer  it  became  ;  that  food  was  not  neces:;a- 
ry  to  the  support  of  life  ;  nor  an  intercourse 
of  the  sexes  required  for  the  propagation  of 
the  species.  He  expatiated  on  yeast  as  the 
nectar  of  the  gods,  that  would  sustain  the 
unimal  machine,  fill  the  human  mind  with 
divine  inspiration,  and  confer  immortality. 
From  the  efllicacy  of  this  specific,  he  began 
to  prophefiy  concerning  the  white  horse,  and 
leclared  himself  an  apostle  of  Bupo.     Thus 


they  strolled  througli  the  island  of  Nii)hon, 
barking  and  preaching  the  gospel  of  Fakku- 
basi,  and  presenting  their  barm  goblets  to  all 
who  were  in  quest  of  political  salvation.  The 
people  had  been  so  well  prepared  for  infatua- 
tion, by  the  speeches  of  Taycho,  and  the 
tidings  of  success  from  Tartary,  that  every 
passenger  greedily  swallowed  the  drench, 
and  in  a  little  time  the  whole  nation  was 
converted,  that  is,  they  were  totally  freed 
from  those  troublesome  and  impertinent  fa- 
culties of  reason  and  reflection,  which  could 
have  served  no  other  purpose  but  to  make 
them  miserable  under  the  burdens  to  which 
their  backs  were  now  subjected.  They  of- 
fered up  all  their  gold  and  silver,  their  jewels, 
their  furniture  and  apparel,  at  the  shrine  ol 
Fakku-basi,  singing  psalms  and  hymns  in 
praise  of  the  white  horse.  They  put  arms 
into  the  hands  of  their  children,  and  drove 
them  into  Tartary,  in  order  to  fatten  the 
land  of  Yesso  with  their  blood.  They  grew 
fanatics  in  tliat  cause,  and  worshipped  Brut- 
an-tifH  as  the  favourite  prophet  of  the  beau- 
tiful Bupo.  All  was  staggering,  staring,  in- 
coherence, and  contortion,  exclamation,  and 
eructation.  Still  this  was  no  more  than  a 
temporary  delirium,  which  might  vanish  as 
the  intoxicating  effects  of  the  yeast  subsided. 
Taycho,  therefore,  called  in  two  reinforce- 
ments to  the  drench.  He  resolved  to  satiate 
their  appetite  for  blood,  and  to  amuse  their 
infantine  vanity  with  the  gew-gaws  of  tri 
umph.  He  equipped  out  one  armament  at  a 
considerable  expense  to  make  a  descent  on 
the  coast  of  China,  and  sent  another  at  a 
much  greater  to  fight  the  enemy  in  Fatsissio 
The  commander  of  the  first  disembarked  up- 
on  a  desolate  island,  demolished  an  uiifinish- 
ed  cottage,  and  brought  away  a  few  bunclie^ 
of  wild  grapes.  He  afterwards  hovered  on 
the  Chinese  coast ;  but  was  deterred  from 
landing  by  a  very  singular  phenomenon.  In 
surveying  the  shore,  through  spying  glasses 
he  perceived  the  whole  beach  instantaneous!) 
fortified,  as  it  were,  with  parapets  of  sand 
which  had  escaped  the  naked  eye ;  and  a 
one  particular  part,  there  appeared  a  body  oi 
giants  with  very  hideous  features,  peepin<.i. 
as  it  were,  behind  those  parapets  ;  from  whici ; 
circumstance  the  Japanese  general  concluded 
there  was  a  very  formidable  ambuscade,  which 
he  thought  it  would  be  madness  to  encounter, 
and  even  folly  to  ascertain.  One  would  im- 
agin^  he  had  seen  Homer's  account  of  the 
Cyclops,  and  did  not  think  himoelf  safoj  even 
at  tho  distance  of  some  miles  from  the-  shore; 
for  he  pressed  the  commander  of  the  fune  to 
weigh  anchor  immediately,  and  retire  to  a 
place  of  iiiore  safety.  I  shall  now,  Peacock, 
let  you  into  the  whole  secret.  This  great 
oflicer  was  deceived  by  the  carelessness  of 
the  commissary,  who,  instead  of  perspec- 
tives had  furnished  him  with  glasses  pecu. 
liar  to  Japan,  that  magnified  and  nmltipli»i 
obiects  at  the  same  time.     Thev  are  called 
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pho-beron-tia.  The  larofe  parapets  of  sand 
were  a  couple  of  mole-hills  ;  and  the  gigantic 
faces  of  grim  aspect,  were  the  posteriors  of 
an  old  woman  sacrificing  sub  dio  to  the  pow- 
ers of  digestion. 

There  was  another  circumstance  which 
tended  to  the  miscarriage  of  this  favourite 
expedition.  The  principal  design  was  against 
a  trading  town,  situated  on  a  navigable  river; 
and  at  the  place  where  this  river  disem- 
bogued itself  into  the  sea,  there  was  a  Chi- 
nese fort  called  Sa-rouf.  The  admiral  of  the 
fune  sent  the  second  in  command,  whose 
name  was  Sel-uon,  to  lay  this  fort  in  ashes, 
that  the  embarkation  might  pass  without  let 
or  molestation.  A  Chinese  pilot  offered  to 
bring  his  junk  within  a  cable  length  of  the 
walls  ;  but  he  trusted  to  the  light  of  his  own 
penetration.  He  ran  his  junk  a-ground,  and 
solemnly  declared  there  was  not  water  suffi- 
cient to  float  any  vessel  of  force  within  three 
miles  of  Sa-rouf.  This  discovery  he  made 
by  sounding,  and  it  proved  two  very  surpris- 
ing paradoxes  :  first,  that  the  Chinese  junks 
drew  little  or  no  water,  otherwise  they  could 
not  have  arrived  at  the  town  where  they 
were  laid  up :  secondly,  that  the  fort  Sa- 
rouf  was  raised  in  a  spot  where  it  neither 
could  offend,  nor  be  offended.  But  the  sey- 
eeo-gun  Sel-uon  was  a  mighty  man  for  para- 
doxes. His  superior  in  command  was  a  plain 
man,  who  did  not  understand  these  niceties: 
he,  therefore,  grumbled,  and  began  to  be 
troublesome;  upon  which  a  council  of  war 
was  held  ;  and,  he  being  overruled  by  a  ma- 
lority  of  voices,  the  whole  embarkation  re- 
turned to  Niphon  re  infecta.  You  have 
been  told  how  the  beast  called  Legion  bray- 
ed and  bellowed  and  kicked,  when  the  fate 
of  Bin-goh's  expedition  was  known  ;  it  was 
disposed  to  be  very  unruly  at  the  return  of 
tliis  armament ;  but  Taycho  lulled  it  with  a 
double  dose  of  his  mandragora.  It  growled 
at  the  giants,  the  sand-hills,  and  the  para- 
^loxes  of  Sel-uon  :  then  brayed  aloud,  Tay- 
cho for  ever  !  rolled  itself  up  like  a  lubberly 
hydra,  yawned  and  fell  fast  asleep.  The 
other  armament,  equipped  for  the  operations 
in  Fatsissio,  did  not  arrive  at  the  place  of 
destination  till  the  opportunity  for  action  was 
lost.  The  object  was  the  reduction  of  a  town 
and  island  belonging  to  the  Chinese :  but 
before  the  fune  with  the  troops  arrived  from 
Niphon,  the  enemy,  having  received  intima- 
tion of  their  design,  had  reinforced  the  gar- 
rison and  harbour  with  a  greater  number  of 
forces  and  fune  than  tLe  Japanese  command- 
er could  bring  against  them.  He  therefore 
wisely  declined  an  enterprise  which  must 
have  ended  in  his  own  disgrace  and  destruc- 
tion. The  Chinese  were  successful  in  other 
parts  of  Fatsissio.  They  demolished  some 
ibrts,  they  defeated  some  parties,  and  massa- 
cred some  people,  belonging  to  the  colonies 
iif  Japan.  Perhaps  the  tidings  of  these  dis- 
asters would  have  roused  the  people  of  Ni- 


phon from  the  lethargy  of  intoxication*  u 
which  they  were  overwhelmed,  had  not  their 
delirium  been  kept  up  by  some  fascinating 
amulets  from  Tartary  :  these  were  no  otiier 
than  the  bubbles  which  Brut-an-tiffi  swelled 
into  mighty  victories  over  the  Chinese  and 
Ostrog  ;  though,  in  fact,  he  had  been  severely 
cudgelled,  and  more  than  once  in  very 
great  danger  of  crucifixion.  Taycho  pre- 
sented  the  monster  with  a  bowl  of  blood, 
which  he  told  it  this  invincible  ally  had 
drawn  from  its  enemies  the  Chinese  ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  blowed  the  gay  bubbles 
athwart  its  numerous  eyes.  The  hydra  lap- 
ped the  gore  with  signs  of  infinite  relish: 
groaned  and  grunted  to  see  the  bubbles 
dance  ;  exclaimed, — "  O  rare  Taycho  !"  and 
relapsed  into  the  arms  of  slumber.  Thus 
passed  the  first  campaign  of  Taycho's  admi- 
nistration. 

By  this  time  Fika-kaka  was  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  orator  actually  dealt  with  the 
devil,  and  had  even  sold  him  his  soul  for  this 
power  of  working  miracles  on  the  under- 
standing of  the  populace.  He  began  to  be 
invaded  with  fears,  that  the  same  consider- 
ation would  be  demanded  of  him  for  the  ease 
and  pleasure  he  now  enjoyed  in  partnership 
with  that  magician.  He  no  longer  heard 
himself  scoffed,  ridiculed  and  reviled  in  the 
assemblies  of  the  people.  He  no  longer  saw 
his  measures  thwarted,  nor  his  person  treat- 
ed  with  disdain.  He  no  longer  racked  his 
brains  for  pretences  to  extort  money  ;  nor 
trembled  with  terror,  when  he  used  these 
pretences  to  the  public.  The  mouth  of  the 
opposition  was  now  glued  to  his  own  pos- 
teriors. Many  a  time  and  often,  when  he 
heard  orator  Taycho  declaiming  against  him 
from  his  rostrum,  he  cursed  him  in  his  heart, 
and  was  known  to  ejaculate, — "  Kiss  my 
a — ,  Taycho  ;"  but  little  did  he  think  the  ora- 
tor would  one  day  stoop  to  this  compliance. 
He  now  saw  that  insolent  foul-mouthed 
demagogue  ministering  with  the  utmost  ser- 
vility to  his  pleasure  and  ambition.  He  fill- 
ed his  bags  with  the  treasures  of  Japan,  as 
if  by  enchantment :  so  that  he  could  now 
gratify  his  own  profuse  temper  without  stint 
or  control.  He  took  upon  himself  the  whole 
charge  of  the  administration  ;  and  left  Fika- 
kaka  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  own  sen- 
suality, thus  divested  of  all  its  thorns.  It 
was  the  contemplation  of  these  circum- 
stances, which  inspired  the  cuboy  with  a  be- 
lief that  the  devil  was  concerned  in  produ- 
cing this  astonishing  calm  of  felicity  ;  and 
that  his  infernal  highness  would  require  of 
him  some  extraordinary  sacrifice  for  the  ex- 
traordinary favours  he  bestowed.  He  could 
not  help  suspecting  the  sincerity  of  Taycho's 
attachment,  because  it  seemed  altogether  un- 
natural ;  and  if  his  soul  was  to  be  the  sacri- 
fice, he  wished  to  treat  with  Satan  as  a  prin- 
cipal. Full  of  this  idea,  he  had  recourse  to 
his  bonzas,  as  the  most  likely  persons  to  pro 
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cure  him  such  an  interview  with  the  prince 
of  darkness,  as  should  not  be  attended  with 
immediate  dantj^er  to  his  corporeal  parts  : 
but,  upon  inquiry,  he  found  there  was  not 
one  conjuror  among  them  all.  Some  of  them 
made  a  merit  of  their  ignorance;  pretending 
they  could  not  in  conscience  give  ai)])lica- 
tion  to  an  art  which  must  have  led  them 
into  connnunication  with  demons :  others 
insisted  there  was  no  such  thing  as  the 
devil ;  and  this  opinion  seemed  to  be  much 
relished  by  thocuboy  ;  the  rest  frankly  own- 
ed they  knew  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter. 
For  my  part,  I'eacock,  I  not  only  know  there 
is  a  devil,  but  I  likewise  know  that  he  has 
marked  out  ninetcen-twentieths  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  metropolis  for  his  prey.  How 
now  !  you  shake,  sirrah !  You  have  some 
reason,  considering  the  experiments  you 
have  been  trying  in  the  way  of  sorcery ; 
turning  the  sieve  and  shears ;  mumbling 
gibberish  over  a  goose's  liver  stuck  with 
pins  ;  pricking  your  thumbs,  and  writing 
mystical  characters  with  your  blood  ;  form- 
ing spells  witii  sticks  laid  across;  reading 
prayers  backwards  ;  and  invoking  the  devil 
by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  Sathan, 
Abrasax,  Adonai.  I  know  what  communica- 
tion you  had  with  goody  Thrusk  at  Canibcr- 
weil,  who  undertook,  for  three  shiiliugs  and 
four  pence,  to  convey  you  on  a  broomstick  to 
Norway,  where  the  devil  was  to  hold  a  con- 
venticle ;  but  you  boggled  at  crossing  the 
sea,  without  such  security  for  your  person  as 
the  beldame  could  not  give.  I  remember 
you  poring  over  the  treatise  De  volucri  ar- 
borea,  until  you  had  well  nigh  lost  your 
wits ;  and  your  intention  to  enrol  yourself 
in  the  Rosicrusian  society,  until  your  in- 
trigue with  the  tripe-woman  in  Thieving- 
lane  destroyed  your  pretensions  to  chastity. 
Then  you  cloaked  your  own  wickedness 
with  an  affectation  of  scepticism,  and  de- 
clared there  never  was  any  such  existence 
as  devil,  demon,  spirit,  or  goblin  ;  nor  any 
such  art  as  magic,  necromancy,  sorcery,  or 
witchcraft.  O  infidel !  hast  thou  never 
heard  of  the  three  divisions  of  magic  into 
natural,  artificial  and  diabolical  I  The  first 
of  these  is  no  more  than  medicine ;  hence 
the  same  word  Pharmacopola  signified  both 
a  wiseacre  and  apothecary.  To  the  second 
belong  the  glass  sphere  of  Archimedes,  the 
flying  wooden  pigeon  of  Archytus,  the  empe- 
ror Leo's  singing  birds  of  gold,  Boetius  tlie 
consolator's  flying  birds  of  brass,  hissing 
serpents  of  the  same  metal,  and  the  famous 
speaking  head  of  Albertus  Magnus.  The 
last,  which  we  call  diabolical,  depends  upon 
the  evocation  of  spirits ;  such  was  the  art 
e.xercised  by  the  magicians  of  Pharaoh  ;  as 
well  as  by  tliat  conjurer  recorded  by  Gasper 
Peuccrus,  who  animated  the  dead  carcass 
of  a  famous  female  in  Bologna,  in  such  a 
manner,  that  she  played  upon  her  instrument 
Bs  well  a*  ever  she  had  done  in  her  life,  un- .. 


til  another  magician,  removing  the  charm 
which  had  been  placed  in  her  arm-pits,  tha 
body  foil  dosvn  deprived  of  all  motion.  It  is 
by  such  means  that  conjurers  cure  distem- 
pers with  charms  and  amulets  ;  that,  accord, 
iiig  to  St  Isidore,  they  confound  the  ele- 
ments, disturb  the  understanding,  slay  with- 
out poison  or  any  perceptible  wound,  call 
up  devils,  and  learn  from  them  how  to  tor- 
ment their  enemies.  IMagic  was  known 
even  to  the  ancient  Romans.  Cato  teaches 
us  how  to  cliarm  a  dislocated  bone,  by  re. 
pcating  these  mystical  words, — Incipe,  cna.' 
tare  inallo,  S.  F.  motas  danata  dardaries, 
Astotarics,  die  una  jxirile  dum  coeunt,  d^'C. 
Besides,  the  virtues  of  Aeracadabua  are 
well  known ;  though  the  meaning  of  the 
word  has  puzzled  some  of  the  best  critic.*  of 
the  last  age  ;  such  as  Wendelinus,  Scaiiger, 
Sauinaise,  and  Fatlier  Kircher ;  not  to  men- 
tion  the  ancient  physician  Serenus  Sammo- 
nicus,  who  describes  the  disposition  of  these 
characters  in  hexameter  verse.  I  might  here 
launch  out  into  a  very  learned  dissertation, 
to  prove  that  this  very  Serenus  formed  the 
word  Abracadabra  from  the  Greek  word 
Ai2^a.a-a.^,  a  name  by  which  Basilidcs,  the 
Egyptian  heretic,  defined  the  Deity,  as  the 
letters  of  it  imply  365,  the  number  of  days  in 
the  year.  This  is  the  word  still  fair'  and 
legible  on  one  of  the  two  talismans  found  in 
the  seveiitecnlh  century,  of  which  Baronius 
gives  us  t!ie  figure  in  the  second  volume  of 
his  Annals.  By  the  bye,  Peacock,  you 
must  take  notice,  that  the  figure  of  St 
George  encountering  the  dragon,  which  is 
the  symbol  of  the  order  of  the  garter,  and  at 
this  day  distinguishes  so  many  inns,  taverns 
and  alehouses  in  this  kingdom,  was  no  other 
originally  than  the  device  of  an  abraxas  or 
anmlet  wore  by  the  Basilidians,  as  a  charm 
against  infection  ;  for,  by  the  man  on  horse- 
back killing  the  dragon,  was  typified  the  sun 
purifying  the  air,  and  dispersing  the  noxious 
vapours  from  the  earth.  An  abraxas  marked 
with  this  device,  is  exhibited  by  Montfaucon 
out  of  the  collection  of  Sig.  Capello.  This 
symbol,  improved  by  the  cross  on  the  top  of 
the  spear,  was  afterwards  adopted  by  the 
Cliristian  crusards,  as  a  badge  of  their  reli- 
gious warfare,  as  well  as  an  amulet  to  in- 
sure victory  ;  the  cross  alluding  to  Constan- 
tino's labarum,  with  the  motto, — tv  txt*  »/«a, 
"  In  this  you  shall  conquer."  The  figure  on 
horseback  they  metamorphosed  into  St 
George,  the  same  with  George  the  Arian, 
who  at  one  time  was  reckoned  a  martyr, 
and  maintained  a  place  in  the  Roman  mar- 
tyrology,  from  which  he  and  others  were 
erased  by  Pope  Gclasius,  in  the  fifth  century, 
because  the  accounts  of  their  martyrdom 
were  written  by  heretics.  This  very  George, 
while  he  officiated  as  bishop  of  Alexandria, 
having  ordered  a  temple  of  the  god  Mythras 
to  be  purified,  and  converted  into  a  Christian 
church,  found  in  the  said  temple  this  ombIei» 
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f  the  sun,  which  the  Persians  adored  under 
whe  name  o?  Mythras;  and,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  cross,  metamorphosed  it  into  a 
ejmbol  of  Christian  warfare  against  idolatry. 
It  was  on  this  occasion  that  the  pagans  rose 
igainst  George,  and  murdered  him  with  the 
utmost  barbarity  ;  and  from  this  circumstance 
lie  became  a  saint  and  martyr,  and  the  amu- 
let or  abraxas  became  his  badge  of  distinc- 
tion. The  cross  was  considered  as  such  a 
sure  protection  in  battle,  that  every  sword- 
hilt  was  made  in  this  form,  and  every  war- 
rior,  before  he  engaged,  kissed  it,  in  token 
of  devotion  :  iicnce  the  phrase, — "  I  kiss 
your  hilt,"  which  is  sometimes  used  even  at 
ihis  day.  With  respect  to  the  mystical 
words,  AB  AAA2,  lA.n  AO.QKAI,  which  are 
found,  upon  those  amulets,  and  supposed  to 
be  of  Hebrew  extract,  tiiough  in  the  Greek 
character  of  termination  ;  if  thou  wouldst 
know  their  real  signification,  thou  mayest 
consult  the  learned  De  Croy,  in  his  treatise 
concerning  the  genealogies  of  the  Gnostics. 
Thou  wilt  find  it  at  the  end  of  St  Irenseus's 
works,  published  by  Grabius  at  Oxford. 

But  to  return  to  rnagic,  thou  must  have 
heard  of  the  famous  Albertus  Magnus  de 
Boldstadt,  who  indifferently  exercised  the 
professions  of  conjurer,  bawd,  and  man-mid- 
wife ;  who  forged  the  celebrated  Androides, 
or  brazen  head,  which  pronounced  oracles, 
and  solved  questions  of  the  utmost  difficulty  : 
nor  can  the  fame  of  Henry  Cornelius  Agrippa 
have  escaped  thee  ;  he  who  wrote  the  trea- 
tises De  occulta  Philosophia ;  et  de  ccccis 
Ceremoniis ;  who  kept  his  demon  secured 
;vith  an  enchanted  iron  collar,  in  the  shape 
of  a  black  dog :  which  black  dog  being  dis- 
missed in  his  last  moments  with  these  words, 
— Ahi  perdita  bestia  qnce  me  totum  perdi- 
disti,  plunged  itself  into  the  river  Soame,  and 
immediately  disappeared.  But  what  need  of 
those  profane  instances,  to  prove  tiie  exist- 
ence of  magicians  who  held  communication 
with  the  devil  ]  Don't  we  read  in  the  Scrip- 
ture of  the  magicians  of  Pharaoh  and  Manas- 
ses  ;  of  the  witch  of  Endor ;  of  Simon  and 
Barjesus,  magicians  ;  and  of  that  sorceress, 
of  whose  body  the  apostle  Paul  dispossessed 
the  devil  ]  Have  not  the  fathers  mentioned 
magicians  and  sorcerers  ?  Have  not  differ- 
ent councils  denounced  anathemas  against 
them?  Hath  not  the  civil  law  decreed  pun- 
is  iments  to  be  inflicted  upon  tliose  convicted 
of  tlie  black  art  ?  Have  not  all  the  tribunals 
in  France,  England,  and  particularly  in  Scot- 
la  vj,  condemned  many  persons  to  the  stake 
for  sorceries,  on  the  fullest  evidence,  nay, 
£\en  on  their  own  confession'?  Thou  tiiy- 
Belf  mayest  almost  remember  the  havockthat 
was  made  among  the  sorcerers  in  one  of  the 
English  colonies  in  North  America,  by  Dr 
Encrease  Mather,  and  Dr  Cotton  Mather, 
-hose  luminaries  of  the  New  England  church, 
binder  the  authorit ;  and  auspices  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Phipps,  that  lower  of  knif^hthood,  and 


mirror  of  governors,  who,  not  contented  with 
living  witnesses,  called  in  the  assistance  of 
spectral  evidence,  to  the  conviction  of  those 
diabolical  delinquents.  This  was  a  hint,  in- 
deed,  which  he  borrowed  from  the  famous 
trial  of  Urban  Grandier,  canon  of  Loudun  in 
France,  who  was  duly  convicted  of  magic, 
upon  the  depositions  of  the  devils  Astaroth, 
Eusas,  Celsus,  Acaos,  Cedon,  Asmodeus, 
Alix,  Zahulon,  Nepthalim,  Cham,  Uriel, 
and  Achas.  I  might  likewise  refer  thee  to 
King  James's  history  of  withcraft,  wherein 
it  a])pears,  upon  incontrovertible  evidence, 
that  the  devil  not  only  presided  in  person  at 
the  assemblies  of  those  wise  women,  but 
even  condescended  to  be  facetious,  and  often 
diverted  them  by  dancing  and  playing  gam- 
bols with  a  lighted  candle  in  his  breech. 
I  might  bid  thee  recollect  the  authenticated 
account  of  the  earl  of  Go  wry 's  conspiracy 
against  the  said  king,  in  whicli  appears  the 
deposition  of  a  certain  person,  certifying  that 
the  earl  of  Gowry  had  studied  the  black  art ; 
that  he  wore  an  amulet  about  his  person,  of 
such  efficacy,  that  although  he  was  run  seve- 
ral times  through  the  body,  not  one  drop  of 
blood  flowed  from  the  wounds  until  those 
mystical  characters  were  removed.  Finally, 
I  could  fill  whole  volumes  with  undeniable 
facts,  to  prove  the  existence  of  magic ;  but 
what  I  have  said  shall  suffice.  I  must  only 
repeat  it  again,  that  there  was  not  one  ma- 
gician, conjuror,  wizard  or  witch,  among  all 
the  bonzas  of  Japan,  whom  the  cuboy  con- 
sulted ;  a  circumstance  that  astonished  him 
the  more,  as  divers  of  them,  notwithstanding 
their  beards,  were  shrewdly  suspected  to  be 
old  women  ;  and  till  that  time,  an  old  woman 
with  a  beard  upon  her  chin  had  been  always 
considered  as  an  agent  of  the  devil.  It  was 
the  nature  of  Fika-kaka  to  be  impatient  and 
impetuous.  Perceiving  that  none  of  his  bon- 
zas had  any  communication  with  the  devil, 
and  that  many  of  them  doubted  whether 
there  was  any  such  personage  as  the  devil, 
he  began  to  have  some  doubts  about  his  own 
soul: — "For  if  there  is  no  devil,"  said  he, 
"  there  is  no  soul  to  be  damned  ;  and  it  would 
be  a  reproach  to  the  justice  of  heaven,  to 
suppose  that  all  souls  are  to  be  saved,  con- 
sidering what  rascally  stuff  mankind  are 
made  of"  This  was  an  inference  which 
gave  him  great  disturbance ;  for  he  was  one 
of  those  who  would  rather  encounter  eternal 
damnation,  that  run  any  risk  of  being  anni- 
hilated. He  therefore  assembled  all  those 
among  the  bonzas  who  had  the  reputation 
of  being  great  philosophers  and  metaphy- 
sicians, in  order  to  hear  their  opinions  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  the  soul.  The  first 
reverend  sage  who  delivered  himself  on  this 
mysterious  subject,  having  stroked  his  grey 
beard,  and  hemmed  thrice  with  great  solem- 
nity, declared  that  the  soul  was  an  animal; 
a  second  pronounced  it  to  be  the  number 
three,  or  proportion  ;  a  third  contended  for 
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v.he  number  seven,  or  liarmony  ;  a  foiirtli  de- 
fined tlie  soul  the  universe;  a  fitlli  affirmed 
it  was  a  mixture  of  elements ;  a  sixth  as- 
serted it  was  composed  of  Jire ;  a  seventh 
opined  it  was  formed  of  water;  an  eightii 
called  it  an  essence ;  a  ninth,  an  idea ;  a 
lentil  stickled  for  substance  without  extcn- 
»ion ;  an  eleventh,  for  extension  witliout 
tubstance ;  a  twelfth  cried  it  was  an  acci- 
dent;  a  thirteenth  called  it  a  reflecting  mir- 
ror; a  fourteenth,  the  image  reflected;  a 
fifteenth  insisted  upon  its  being  a  tune;  a 
sixteenth  believed  it  was  the  instrument  tliat 
played  tlie  tune  ;  a  seventeenth  undertook  to 
prove  it  was  material ;  an  ciohtcenth  ex- 
claimed it  was  immaterial;  a  nineteenth 
allowed  it  was  something ;  and  a  twentieth 
Bwore  it  was  notliing.  By  tliis  time  all  the 
individuals  that  composed  this  learned  as- 
sembly spoke  together,  with  equal  eagerness 
and  vociferation.  The  volubility  witli  wjiich 
a  great  number  of  abstruse  and  unintelligible 
terms  and  definitions  were  pronotmced  and 
repeated,  not  only  resembled  the  confusion 
of  Babel,  but  they  had  just  the  same  effect 
upon  the  brain  of  Fika-kaka,  as  is  generally 
produced  in  weak  heads  by  looking  stead- 
fastly at  a  mill-wheel  or  a  vortex,  or  any 
other  object  in  continual  rotation.  He  grew 
giddy,  ran  three  times  round,  and  dropped 
down  in  the  midst  of  tlie  bonzas,  deprived 
of  sense  and  motion.  Wlicn  he  recovered 
so  far  as  to  be  able  to  reflect  upon  what  had 
happened,  he  was  greatly  disturbed  with  the 
terror  of  anniliilation,  as  he  had  heard  no- 
thing said  in  tlie  consultation  which  could 
give  him  any  reason  to  believe  there  was 
such  a  thing  as  an  immortal  soul.  In  this 
emergency,  he  sent  for  iiis  counsellor  Mura- 
clami  ;  and  when  that  lawyer  entered  his 
chamber,  exclaimed, — "  My  dear  Mura,  as  I 
have  a  soul  to  be  saved  ! — A  soul  to  be 
saved  !  ay,  there's  the  rub  ! — the  devil  a  soul 
have  1 !     Those  bonzas  are  good  for  nothing 

but  to  kiss  my  a ; — a  parcel  of  ignorant 

asses  !  Pox  on  tlieir  philosophy  !  Instead 
of  demonstrating  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
they  have  plainly  proved  the  soul  is  a  chi- 
mera, a  Will-o'the-wisp,  a  bubble,  a  term,  a 
word,  a  nothing !  My  dear  Mura !  prove 
but  that  I  have  a  soul,  and  I  shall  be  con- 
tented to  be  damned  to  all  eternity."  "  If 
that  be  the  case,"  said  the  other,  "your 
quanbukuship  may  set  your  heart  at  rest : 
for  if  you  proceed  to  govern  this  empire,  in 
conjunction  with  Taycho,  as  you  have  be- 
gun, it  will  become  a  point  of  eternal  justice 
to  give  you  an  immortal  soul  (if  you  nave 
not  one  already),  that  you  may  undergo  eter- 
nal punishment,  according  to  your  demerits." 
The  cuboy  was  much  comforted  by  this  as- 
surance, and  returned  to  his  former  occupa- 
tions with  redoubled  ardour.  He  continued 
l»  confer  benefices  on  his  back-friends  the 
bonzas  ;  to  regulate  the  whole  army  of  tax- 
gatherers  ;  to  bribe  the  tribunes,  the  centu- 
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rions,  the  decuriones,  and  all  the  inferior 
mob-drivers  of  the  empire;  to  hire  those 
pipers  who  were  best  skilled  in  making  the. 
nuiltitudo  dance,  and  finding  out  the  ablest 
artists  to  scratch  their  long  ears,  and  tickle 
their  noses.  Tiiesje  toils  were  sweetened  by  a 
variety  of  enjoyments.  He  possessed  all  the 
pnmp  of  ostentation  ;  the  vanity  of  levees, 
the  pride  of  power,  the  pleasure  of  adulation, 
the  happiness  of  being  kicked  by  his  sove- 
reign and  kissed  by  his  bonzas  ;  and,  above 
all,  tlie  delights  of  tiie  stomach  and  the  close- 
stool,  which  recurred  in  perpetual  succession, 
and  which  he  seemed  to  enjoy  with  a  parti- 
cular relish  :  for  it  must  be  observed,  to  the 
honour  of  Fika-kaka,  that  what  he  eagerly 
received  at  one  end,  he  as  liberally  refunded 
at  the  other.  But  as  the  faculties  of  his  mind 
were  insufficient  to  digest  the  greatness  of 
power  which  had  fallen  to  his  share,  so  wore 
the  organs  of  his  body  unable  to  concoct 
the  enormous  mass  of  aliments  which  he  so 
greedily  swallowed.  He  laboured  under  an 
indigestion  of  both  ;  and  the  vague  promises 
which  went  upwards,  as  well  as  the  murmurs 
that  passed  the  other  way,  were  no  other 
than  eruptive  crudities  arising  from  the  de- 
fects of  his  soul  and  body. 

As  for  Taycho,  he  confined  himself  to  the 
management  of  the  war.  He  recalled  the 
general  in  chief  from  Fatsissio,  because  he 
had  not  done  that  which  he  could  not  poss- 
ibly do  ;  but,  instead  of  sending  another  on 
whose  abilities  he  could  depend,  he  allowed 
the  direction  of  the  armaments  to  devolve 
upon  the  second  in  command,  whose  charac- 
ter he  could  not  possibly  know  ;  because,  in- 
deed, he  was  too  obscure  to  have  any  cha- 
racter at  all.  The  fruits  of  his  sagacity  soon 
appeared.  The  new  general  Abra-moria 
having  reconnoitred  a  post  of  the  enemy 
which  was  found  too  strong  to  bo  forced 
attacked  it  without  hesitation,  and  his  troops 
were  repulsed  and  routed  with  considerable 
slaughter.  It  was  lucky  for  Taycho  that  the 
tidings  of  this  disaster  were  qualified  by  the 
news  of  two  other  advantages  which  the 
arms  of  Japan  had  gained.  A  separate  corps 
of  troops,  under  Yaf-frai  and  Ya-Joff,  reduced 
a  strong  Chinese  fortress  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Fatsissio  ;  and  a  body  of  .Japanese, 
headed  by  a  factor  called  Ka-liiT,  obtained  a 
considerable  victory  at  Fla-sao,  in  the  far- 
ther extremity  of  Tartary,  where  a  trading 
company  of  Meaco  possessed  a  commercial 
settlement.  The  hydra  of  Meaco  began  to 
shake  its  numerous  heads,  and  growl,  when 
it  heard  of  Abra-moria's  defeat.  At  that  in- 
stant, one  of  its  leaders  exclaimed, — "  Bliss 
thy  long  cars  !  It  was  not  Taycho  that  re- 
commended Abra-moria  to  tiiis  command. 
He  was  appointed  by  the  fat.'^man."  This 
was  true.  It  was  likewise  true  that  Taycho 
had  allowed  him  quietly  to  succeed  to  the 
command,  without  knowing  any  thing  of  hia 
abilities  :  it  was  equally  true  that  Tavcho  wa« 
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fth  utter  stranger  lo  Yaf-frai  and  Ya-lofF,  who 
took  the  fortress,  as  well  as  to  the  factor 
Ka-liff,  wlio  obtained  the  victory  at  the  far- 
ther end  of  Tartary.  Nevertheless,  the  beast 
cried  aloud, — "  Hang  Abra-moria  !  and  a  tig 
for  the  fatzman  !  But  let  the  praise  of  Tay- 
cho  be  magnified  !  It  was  Taycho  that  sub- 
dued the  fortress  in  the  isle  Ka-frit-o.  It 
was  Taycho  that  defeated  the  enemy  at 
Fla-sao.  Yaf-frai  has  slain  his  thousands  ; 
Ya-lofF  has  slain  liis  five  thousands;  but 
Taycho  has  slain  his  ten  thousands." 

Taycho  liud  credit  not  only  for  the  success 
of  the  Japanese  arms,  but  likewise  for  the 
victories  of  Brut-an-tifii,  who  had  lately  been 
much  beholden  to  fortune.  I  have  already 
observed  what  a  noise  that  Tartar  made  when 
the  fatzman  of  Japan  found  himself  obliged 
to  capitulate  with  the  Chinese  general.  In 
consequence  of  that  event,  the  war  was 
already  at  an  end  with  respect  to  the  Ja- 
panese, on  the  continent  of  Tartaiy.  The 
emperor  of  China  took  possession  of  the  farm 
of  Yesso ;  the  peasants  quietly  submitted  to 
their  new  masters  ;  and  those  very  freeboot- 
mg  Tartar  chiefs,  who  had  sold  their  subjects 
as  soldiers,  to  serve  under  the  fatzman,  had 
already  agreed  to  send  the  very  same  mer- 
cenaries into  the  army  of  China.  It  was  at 
this  juncture  that  Brut-an-tiffi  exalted  his 
throat.  In  the  preceding  campaign  he  had 
fought  with  various  success.  One  of  his 
generals  had  given  battle  to  the  Mantchoux 
Tartars,  and  each  side  claimed  the  victory. 
Another  of  his  leaders  had  been  defeated  and 
taken  by  the  Ostrog.  The  Chinese  had 
already  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of  Brut-an- 
tiffi's  dominions.  In  this  dilemma  he  exerted 
himself  with  erjual  activity  and  address :  he 
repulsed  the  Chinese  army  with  considerable 
loss  ;  and,  in  the  space  of  one  month  after 
this  action,  gained  a  victory  over  the  general 
of  the  Ostrog.  These  advantages  rendered 
him  insufferably  arrogant.  He  exclaimed 
against  the  fatzman  ;  he  threatened  the  dairo ; 
and,  as  I  have  taken  notice  above,  a  new 
army  was  raised  at  the  expense  of  Japan,  to 
defend  him  from  all  future  invasions  of  the 
Chinese.  Already  the  Tartar  general  Bron- 
xi-tic,  who  was  vested,  at  his  desire,  with 
the  command  of  the  mercenary  army  of  Ja- 
pan, had  given  a  severe  check  to  a  strong 
body  of  the  Chinese,  and  even  threatened  to 
carry  the  war  into  the  empire  of  China;  but 
liis  progress  was  soon  stopt,  and  lie  was 
forced  to  retreat  in  his  turn  towards  the  farm 
of  Yesso.  But  from  nothing  did  orator  Tay- 
cho reap  a  fuller  harvest  of  praise,  than  from 
the  conquest  cf  Tzin-khall,  a  settlement  of 
the  Chinese  on  the  coast  of  Terra  Australis; 
which  conquest  was  planned  by  a  Bamyan 
merchant  of  Meoco,  who  had  traded  on  that 
coast,  and  was  particularly  known  to  the 
king  of  the  country.  This  royal  savage  was 
uneasy  at  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Chinese, 
and  conjured  the  merchant,  whose  na/:a3  was 


Thum-Khumra-qua,  to  use  his  influence  al 
the  court  of  Meaco,  that  an  armament  should 
be  equipped  against  the  settlement  of  Tzin- 
khall,  he  himself  solemnly  promising  to  co- 
operate in  the  reduction  of  it  with  all  his 
forces.  Thum-Khumm-qua,  whose  seal  for 
the  good  of  his  country  got  the  better  of  all 
his  prudential  maxims,  did  not  fail  to  repre- 
sent this  object  in  the  most  interesting  poinbi 
of  view.  He  demonstrated  to  Taycho  th<j 
importance  of  the  settlement;  that  it  abound" 
ed  with  slaves,  ivory,  gold,  and  a  preciouo 
gum  which  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world  ;  a  gum  in  great  request  all 
over  Asia,  and  particularly  among  the  Ja- 
panese, who  were  obliged  to  purchase  it  in 
time  of  war  at  second-hand  from  their  ene- 
mies the  Chinese,  at  an  exorbitant  price. 
He  demonstrated,  that  the  losa  of  this  settle- 
ment would  be  a  terrible  wound  to  the  em- 
peror of  China ;  and  proved  that  the  conquest 
of  it  could  be  achieved  at  a  very  trifling  ex- 
pense. He  did  more.  Thoughby  the  maxims 
of  his  sect  he  was  restrained  from  engaging 
in  any  military  enterprise,  he  offered  to  con- 
duct the  armament  in  person,  in  order  the 
more  effectually  to  keep  the  king  of  the 
country  steady  to  his  engagements.  Though 
the  scheme  was  in  itself  plausible  and  prac- 
ticable, Mr  Orator  Taycho  shuffled  and  equi- 
vocated until  the  season  for  action  was  past. 
But  Thum-Khumm-qua  was  indefatigable : 
he  exhorted,  he  pressed,  he  remonstrated,  he 
complained,  and  besieged  the  orator's  house 
in  such  a  manner,  that  Taycho  at  length,  in 
order  to  be  rid  of  his  importunity,  granted 
his  request.  A  small  armament  was  fitted 
out ;  the  banyan  embarked  in  it,  leaving  his 
own  private  afi^airs  in  confusion ;  and  the 
settlement  was  reduced,  according  to  his 
prediction.  When  the  news  of  this  conquest 
arrived  at  Meaco,  the  multifarious  beast 
brayed  hoarse  applause,  and  the  minister 
Taycho  was  magnified  exceedingly.  As  for 
Thum-Khumm-qua,  whose  private  fortune 
was  consumed  in  the  expedition,  all  the  re- 
compense he  received  was  the  consciousness 
of  having  served  his  country.  In  vain  he 
reminded  Taycho  of  his  promises  ;  in  vain  he 
recited  the  minister's  own  letters,  in  which 
he  had  given  his  word  that  the  banyan  should 
be  liberally  rewarded,  according  to  the  im- 
portance  of  his  services  :  Taycho  was  both 
deaf  and  blind  to  all  his  remonstrances  and 
representations  ;  and,  at  last,  fairly  flung  the 
door  in  his  face. 

Such  was  the  candour  and  the  gratitude 
of  the  incomparable  Taycho.  The  poor  pro- 
jector, Thum-Khumm-qua,  found  himself  in 
a  piteous  case,  while  tlie  whole  nation  re- 
sounded with  joy  for  the  conquest  which  his 
sagacity  had  t  Janned,  and  his  zeal  carried 
into  executior..  He  was  not  only  abandoned 
by  the  minister  Taycho,  but  also  renounced 
by  the  whole  sect  of  the  banyans,  who  look- 
ed upon  him  as  a  wicked  apostate,  bec&ae»« 
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ne  had  been  concerned  with  those  who 
fought  with  the  arm  of  tlesli.  It  was  lucky 
for  nim  that  lie  afterwards  found  favour  with 
a  subsequent  minister,  who  liad  lot  adopted 
all  tlie  maxims  of  liis  predecessor,  Taycho. 
The  onlv  measures  whicli  this  egregious 
demagogue  could  hitherto  properly  call  his 
own,  were  these  :  his  subsidiary  treaty  with 
Brut-an-tiffi  ;  his  raising  an  immense  army 
of  mercenaries  to  act  in  Tartary  for  the 
benefit  of  that  prince;  liis  exacting  an  in- 
credible sum  of  money  from  the  people  of 
Japan ;  and,  finally,  two  successive  arina- 
nients  wliich  he  had  sent  to  annoy  the  sea- 
coasts  of  China.  I  have  already  given  an 
account  of  the  first,  the  intent  of  which  was 
frustrated  by  a  mistake  in  the  perspectives. 
The  other  was  more  fortunate  in  the  begin- 
ning. Taycho  had,  by  the  force  of  his 
genius,  discovered  that  nothing  so  effectually 
destroyed  the  oiled  paper  which  the  Chinese 
use  in'their  windows  instead  of  glass,  as  the 
gold  coin  called  oban,  when  discharged  from 
a  military  engine  at  a  proper  distance.  He 
found  that  gold  was  more  compact,  more 
malleable,  and  moie  manageable,  than  any 
other  metal  or  substance  that  he  knew  :  he 
therefore  provided  a  great  quantity  of  obans, 
and  a  good  body  of  slingers  ;  and  these  being 
conveyed  to  the  coast  of  China  in  a  squad- 
ron of  fune,  as  none  of  the  Chinese  appeared 
U)  oppose  these  hostilities,  a  select  number 
of  the  troops  were  employed  to  make  ducks 
and  drakes  with  the  obans,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  this  diversion  would  allure  the  ene- 
my to  the  sea-side,  where  they  might  be 
knocked  on  the  head  without  further  trouble : 
but  the  care  of  their  own  safety  got  the  bet- 
tor of  their  curiosity  on  this  occasion  ;  and 
fit'tv  thousand  obans  were  expended  in  this 
manner,  without  bringing  one  Chinese  from 
his  lurking  hole.  Considerable  damage  was 
done  to  the  windows  of  the  enemy.  Then 
the  forces  were  landed  in  a  village,  which 
they  found  deserted.  Here  they  burned  some 
fishing-boats  ;  and  from  hence  they  carried 
off  some  military  machines,  which  were 
brought  to  Meaco,  and  conveyed  through  the 
etreets  in  procession,  amidst  the  acclama- 
♦ions  of  the  hydra,  who  sung  the  praise  of 
Tavcho.  Elevated  by  this  triumph,  the  min- 
ister sent  forth  the  same  armament  a  second 
time,  under  a  new  general  of  his  own  choos- 
ing, whose  name  was  Hylib-bib,  who  had 
long  entertained  an  opinion  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  China  were  not  beings  of  flesh  and 
t)lnod,  but  mere  fantastic  shadows,  who  could 
neither  offend  nor  be  offended.  Full  of  this 
opinion,  he  made  a  descent  on  the  coast  of 
that  empire  ;  and,  to  convince  his  followers 
that  his  notion  was  right,  he  advanced  some 
leagues  into  the  country,  without  having 
^ken  any  precaution  to  secure  a  retreat, 
eaving  the  fune  at  anchor  upon  an  open 
aeach.  Some  people  alleged  that  he  depend- 
ed upon  the  sagacity  of  an  engineer  rea::n- 


msnded  to  him  by  Taycho;  which  engineer 
had  such  an  excellent  nose,  that  he  could 
smell  a  Chinese  at  the  distance  of  ten 
leagues  ;  but  it  seems  the  scent  failed  liim 
at  this  juncture.  Perha|)s  the  Chinese  gene- 
ral had  trailed  rusty  bacon  and  other  odori- 
ferous substances,  to  confound  his  sense  of 
smelling.  Perhaps  no  dew  had  fallen  over 
night,  and  a  strong  breeze  blew  towards  tho 
enemy.  Certain  it  is,  IIylib-l)ib,  in  the  even- 
ing, received  repeated  intelligence  that  he 
was  within  half  a  league  of  a  Chinese  gene- 
ral, at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  greatly 
superior  in  number  to  the  Japanese  forces 
which  ho  himself  commanded.  He  still  be- 
lieved it  was  all  illusion ;  and,  when  he 
heard  their  drums  beat,  declared  it  was  no 
more  than  a  ridiculous  enchantment.  He 
thought  proper,  however,  to  retreat  towards 
the  sea-side  ;  but  this  he  did  with  great  de- 
liberation, after  having  given  the  enemy  fair 
notice  by  beat  of  drum.  His  motions  were 
so  slow,  that  he  took  seven  hours  to  march 
three  miles.  When  he  reached  the  shore 
where  the  fune  were  at  anchor,  he  saw  the 
whole  body  of  the  Chinese  drawn  up  on  a 
rising  ground,  ready  to  begin  the  attack.  He 
ordered  his  rear-guard  to  face  about,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  phantoms  would  disap- 
pear as  soon  as  they  showed  their  faces ; 
but  finding  himself  mistaken,  and  perceiving 
some  of  his  own  people  to  drop,  in  conse- 
quence of  missiles  that  came  from  the  enemy, 
he  very  calmly  embarked  with  his  van,  leav- 
ing his  rear  to  amuse  the  Chinese,  by  whom 
they  were,  in  less  than  five  minutes,  either 
massacred  or  taijen.  From  this  small  dis- 
grace the  general  deduced  two  important 
corollaries  ;  first,  that  the  Chinese  were  ac- 
tually material  beings,  capable  of  impulsion  ; 
and,  secondly,  that  his  engineer's  nose  was 
not  altogether  infallible.  The  people  of 
Meaco  did  not  seem  to  relish  the  experi- 
ments by  which  these  ideas  were  ascertain- 
ed. The  monster  was  heard  to  grunt  in  dif- 
ferent streets  of  the  metropolis  ;  and  these 
notes  of  discontent  produced  the  usual  effect 
in  the  bowels  of  Fika-kaka  ;  but  orator  Tay- 
cho had  his  flowers  of  rhetoric  and  his  bowl 
of  mandragora  in  readiness.  He  assured 
them  that  Hylib-bib  should  be  employed  for 
the  future  in  keeping  sheep  on  the  island  of 
Xicoco,  and  the  engineer  be  sent  to  hunt  truf- 
fles on  the  mountains  of  Xiino.  Then  he 
tendered  his  dose,  which  the  hydra  swallow- 
ed with  signs  of  pleasure  ;  and,  lastly,  he 
mounted  upon  its  back,  and  rode  in  triumph 
under  the  windows  of  the  astonished  cuboy, 
who,  while  he  shifted  his  trowsers,  exclaim- 
ed, in  a  rapture  of  joy, — "  All  hail,  Taycho, 
thou  prince  of  monster-taming  men !  the 
dairo  shall  kick  thy  posteriors,  and  I  will 
kiss  them  in  token  of  approbation  and  ap- 
plause." 

The  time  was  now  come  when  fortune, 
which  had  hitherto  smiled  upon  the  Chinese 
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arras,  resolved  to  turn  tail  to  that  vain-glo- 
rious nation  ;  and  precisely  at  the  same  in- 
stant Taycho  undertook  to  display  his  whole 
capacity  in  the  management  of  the  war. 
But  before  he  assured  this  province,  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  establish  a  despo- 
tism in  the  council  of  twenty-eight,  some 
members  of  which  had  still  the  presumption 
to  offer  their  advice  towards  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs.  This  council  being  assem- 
bled by  the  Cairo's  order,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  objects  of  the  next  campaign,  the  presi- 
dent began  by  asking  the  opinion  of  Taycho. 
who  was  the  youngest  member  ;  upon  which 
the  orator  made  no  articulate  reply,  but 
cried, — "  Ba-ba-ba-ba."  The  dairo  e.xclaim- 
ed,  "Boh  !"  The  fatzman  ejaculated  the  in- 
terjection "Pish  !"  The  cuboy  sat  in  silent 
astonishment.  Gotto-mio  swore  the  man 
was  dumb,  and  hinted  something  of  lunacy. 
Foksi-rokhu  shook  his  head,  and  Soo-san- 
sin-o  shrugged  up  his  shoulders.  At  length 
Fika-kaka  going  round,  and  kissing  Taycho 
on  the  forehead, — "  My  dear  boy  !"  cried 
he,  "  Gad's  curse!  what's  the  matter?  Do 
but  open  the  sluices  of  your  eloquence  onne 
more,  my  dear  orator ;  let  us  have  oi>e 
smile — one  dear  smile,  and  then  I  shall  die 
contented.  With  respect  to  the  operations 
of  the  campaign,  don't  you  think" — Here  he 
was  interrupted  with — "  Ka,  ka,  ka,  ka  !" 
''  Heighday  !"  cried  the  cuboy,  "  Ba-ba-ba, 
sa-ka-ka  !  that's  the  language  of  children  !" 
"  And  children  you  shall  be,"  exclaimed  the 
orator.  "  Here  is  a  two-penny  trumpet  for 
the  amusement  of  the  illustrious  Got-hama- 
baba,  a  sword  of  gingerbread  covered  with 
gold  leaf  for  the  fatzman,  and  a  rattle  for  my 
lord  cuboy.  I  have  likewise  sugar-plums  for 
the  rest  of  the  council."  So  saying,  he, 
v/ithout  ceremony,  advanced  to  the  dairo, 
and  tied  a  scarf  round  the  eyes  of  his  impe- 
rial majesty  ;  then  he  produced  a  number  of 
padlocks,  and  sealed  up  the  lips  of  every  o^no 
in  council,  before  they  could  recollect  them- 
selves from  their  first  astonishment. 

The  assembly  broke  up  abruptly,  and  the 
dairo  was  conducted  to  his  cabinet  by  the 
fatzman  and  the  cuboy,  v/hich  last  endea- 
voured to  divert  the  chagrin  of  his  royal 
master,  by  blowing  the  trumpet  and  shaking 
the  rattle  in  his  ears :  but  Got-hama-baba 
could  not  be  so  easily  appeased.  He  growled 
like  an  enraged  bear  at  the  indignity  which 
Lad  been  offered  to  him,  and  kicked  the  cu- 
boy before  as  well  as  behind.  Mr  Orator 
Taycho  was  fain  to  come  to  an  explanation. 
He  assured  the  d,iiro  that  it  was  necessary 
that  his  imperial  majesty  should  remain  in 
the  dark,  and  that  the  whole  council  should 
be  muzzled  for  a  season,  otherwise  he  could 
not  accomplish  the  great  things  he  had  pro- 
jected in  fiivour  of  the  farm  of  Yesso.  He 
deolareo,  th'.t  while  his  majesty  remained 
bfindfoid  he  would  enjoy  all  his  other  senses 
in  greater  perfection  ;  that  h"s  ears  would  be 


every  day  regaled  with  the  shouts  of  triumpii, 
conveyed  in  notes  of  uncommon  melody  ; 
and  that  the  less  quantity  of  animal  spirits 
was  expended  in  vision,  the  greater  propor- 
tion would  flow  to  his  extremities ;  conse- 
quently, his  pleasure  would  be  more  acute 
in  his  pedestrian  cxercitations  upon  the  cuboy 
and  others  whom  he  delighted  to  honour.  He 
therefore  exhorted  him  to  undergo  a  total 
privation  of  eye-sight,  which  was  at  best  a 
troublesome  faculty,  that  exposed  mankind 
to  a  great  variety  of  disagreeable  spectacles. 
This  was  a  proposal  which  the  dairo  did  not 
relish;  on  the  contrary,  he  waxed  exceed- 
ingly wrath,  and  told  the  orator  he  would 
rather  enjoy  one  transient  glance  of  the  farm 
of  Yesso,  than  the  most  exquisite  delights 
that  could  be  procured  for  all  the  other 
senses.  "  To  gratify  your  majesty  with  that 
ineffable  pleasure,"  cried  Taycho,  "  I  have 
devoted  myself,  soul  and  body,  and  even  re- 
conciled contradictions.  I  have  renounced 
all  my  former  principles,  without  forfeiting 
the  influence  which,  by  professing  those  prin- 
ciples, I  had  gained.  I  have  obtained  the  most 
astonishing  victories  over  common  sense,  and 
even  refuted  mathematical  demonstration. 
The  many-headed  mob,  which  no  former 
demaofogue  could  ever  tame,  I  have  tauglit 
to  fetcii  and  to  carry,  to  dance  to  my  pipr^ 
to  bray  to  my  tune,  to  swallow  what  I  pr.3- 
seit  without  murmuring,  to  lick  my  feet  when 
I  am  angry,  and  kiss  the  rod  when  I  think 
proprr  to  chastise  it.  I  have  done  more,  my 
liege  ;  ^  have  prepared  a  drench  for  it,  which, 
like  LeLbe  washes  away  the  remembrance 
of  what  is  past,  and  takes  away  all  sense  of 
its  own  condition.  I  have  swept  away  all 
the  money  of  the  empire  :  and  persuaded  the 
people  not  only  to  beggar  themselves,  but 
likewise  to  entail  indigence  upon  their  latest 
posterity  ;  and  all  for  the  .=ake  of  Yesso.  It 
is  by  dint  of  these  efforts  I  hsve  been  able  to 
subsidize  Brut-an-tiffi,  and  raise  an  army  of 
one  hundred  thousand  men  to  defend  your 
imperial  majesty's  farm,  v/hich,  were  *-he  en- 
tire property  of  it  brought  to  market  would 
not  fetch  one  third  part  of  the  sum?  which 
are  now  yearly  expended  in  its  defence.  I 
shall  strike  but  one  great  stroke  in  the  coun 
try  of  Fatsissio,  and  then  turn  the  whole 
stream  of  the  war  into  the  channel  of  Tar- 
tary,  until  the  barren  plains  of  Yesso  are  fer- 
tilized  with  human  blood.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  must  insist  upon  your  majesty's  continuing 
in  the  dark,  and  amusing  yourself  in  your 
cabinet  with  the  trumpet  and  other  gew- 
gaws  which  I  have  provided  for  your  diver- 
sion, otherwise  I  quit  the  reins  of  adminis- 
tration, and  turn  the  monster  out  of  my 
trammels  ;  in  which  case,  like  the  dog  thai 
returns  to  its  vomit,  it  will  not  fail  to  take 
up  its  former  prejudices  agairsl  Yesso,  which 
I  have  with  so  much  pains  obliged  it  to  re- 
sign." "  O  my  dear  Taycho  !"  cried  the  af. 
friffhted  dairo  •  "  talk  not  of  leaving  me  id 
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Bucli  a  dreadful  dilemma.  Rather  than  the 
dear  farm  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Chinese,  I  would  be  contented  to  be  led  about 
blindfold  all  the  days  of  my  life.  Proceed  in 
your  own  way.  I  invest  you  with  full  power 
and  authority,  not  only  to  gag  my  whole 
council,  but  even  to  nail  their  ears  to  the 
pillory,  should  it  be  found  necessary  for  the 
benefit  of  Vesso.  In  token  of  which  delega- 
tion, present  your  posteriors,  and  I  will  be- 
stow upon  you  a  double  portion  of  my  favour." 
Tayclio  humbly  tiianked  his  imjjerial  majesty 
for  the  great  honour  lie  intended  him  ;  but 
begged  leave  to  decline  tlie  ceremony,  on 
account  of  the  hemorrhoids,  which  at  that 
time  gave  him  great  disturbance. 

The  orator  iiaving  thus  annihilated  all  op- 
position  in  the  council  of  twenty-eight,  re- 
paired to  his  own  house,  in  order  to  plan  the 
operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign.  Though 
he  had  reinforced  the  army  in  Tartary  with 
the  flower  of  the  Japanese  soldiery,  and  des- 
tined a  strong  squadron  of  fune,  as  usual,  to 
parade  on  the  coast  of  China,  he  foresaw  it 
would  be  necessary  to  amuse  the  people  with 
some  new  stroke  on  the  side  of  Fatsissio, 
which,  indeed,  was  tlio  original  and  the  most 
natural  scene  of  the  war.  He  locked  him- 
self up  in  his  closet;  and  consulting  tiie  map 
of  Fatsissio,  he  found  that  tlie  principal  Chi- 
nese settlement  of  that  island  was  a  fortified 
town  called  Quib-quab,  to  which  there  was 
access  by  two  different  avenues  ;  one  by  a 
broad,  rapid,  navigable  river,  on  the  banks 
of  which  the  town  was  situated  ;  and  the 
other  by  an  inland  route  over  mountains, 
lakes,  and  dangerous  torrents.  He  measured 
the  map  with  his  compass,  and  perceived 
that  both  routes  were  nearly  of  the  same 
length  ;  and,  therefore,  he  resolved  that  the 
forces  in  Fatsissio,  being  divided  into  two 
equal  bodies,  should  approach  the  place  by 
the  two  different  avenues,  on  the  supposition 
that  they  would  both  arrive  before  the  walls 
of  Quib-quab  at  the  same  instant  of  time. 
The  conduct  of  the  inland  e.\i)edition  was 
given  to  Yaff-rai,  who  now  commanded  in 
chief  in  Fatsissio  ;  and  the  rest  of  the  troops 
were  sent  up  the  great  river  under  the  aus- 
pices of  Yaloff,  who  had  so  eminently  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

Orator  Taycho  had  received  some  articles 
of  intelligence  which  embarrassed  him  a  little 
at  first ;  but  these  ditticnlties  soon  vanished 
before  the  vigour  of  his  resolutions.  He 
knew  that  not  only  the  town  of  Quib-qnab 
was  fortified  by  art,  but  also  that  the  whole 
adjacent  country  was  almost  impregnable  by 
nature  :  that  one  Chinese  general  blocked  up 
the  passes  with  a  strong  body  of  forces,  in  the 
route  which  was  to  be  followed  up  by  Yaff- 
rai  :  and  that  another  commanded  a  separate 
corps  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quib-quab, 
equal,  at  least,  in  number  to  the  detachment 
•t  Ya-loff,  wJjjm  he  might,  therefore,  either 
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prevent  from  landing,  or  attack  alter  he  should 
be  landed  :  or,  finally,  should  neither  of  thest 
attempts  succeed,  he  might  reinforce  the  gar- 
rison of  Quib-quab,  so  as  to  make  it  more 
numerous  than  the  besieging  army,  which, 
according  to  the  rules  of  war,  ought  to  be 
ten  times  the  number  of  the  besieged  On 
the  other  hand,  in  order  to  invalidate  these 
objections,  he  reflected  that  fortune,  which 
had  such  a  share  in  all  nulitary  events,  is 
inconstant  and  variable  ;  that  as  the  Chinese 
had  been  so  long  successful  in  Fatsissio,  it 
was  now  their  turn  to  be  unfortunate.  He 
reflected  that  the  demon  of  folly  was  capri- 
cious ;  and  that  as  it  had  so  long  possessed 
the  rulers  and  generals  of  Japan,  it  was  high 
time  it  should  shitl  its  quarters,  and  occupy 
the  brains  of  the  enemy  ;  in  which  case  they 
would  quit  their  advantageous  posts,  and 
commit  some  blunder  that  would  lay  them  at 
the  mercy  of  the  Japanese.  With  respect 
to  the  reduction  of  Quib-quab,  he  had  heard, 
indeed,  that  the  besiegers  ought  to  be  ten 
times  the  number  of  tiie  garrison  besieged  ; 
but  as  every  Japanese  was  equivalent  to  ten 
subjects  of  China,  he  thought  the  match  was 
pretty  equal.  He  reflected,  that  even  if  this 
expedition  should  not  succeed,  it  would  be 
of  little  consequence  to  his  reputation,  as  ho 
could  plead  at  home,  that  he  neither  con- 
ceived the  original  plan,  nor  appointed  any  of 
the  ofliccrs  concerned  in  the  execution.  It 
is  true,  he  might  have  reinforced  the  army  in 
Fatsissio,  so  as  to  leave  very  little  to  fortune  ; 
but  then  he  must  have  subtracted  something 
from  the  strength  of  the  operations  in  Tar- 
tary, which  was  now  become  the  favourite 
scene  of  the  war:  or  he  must  have  altogether 
suspended  the  execution  of  another  darling 
scheme,  which  was  literally  his  own  concep- 
tion. There  was  an  island  in  the  great  In- 
dian ocean  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
Fatsissio  :  and  here  the  Chinese  had  a  strong 
settlement.  Taycho  was  inflamed  with  the 
ambition  of  reducing  this  island,  which  was 
called  Tiiin-quo ;  and  for  this  purpose  he  re- 
solved to  embark  a  body  of  forces  which 
should  co-operate  with  the  squadron  of  fune, 
destined  to  cruise  in  those  latitudes.  The 
only  diflicully  that  remained  was  to  choose  a 
general  to  direct  his  enterprise.  He  perused 
a  list  of  all  the  military  officers  in  Japan 
and  as  they  were  all  equal  in  point  of  repu 
tation,  he  began  to  exannne  their  names,  in 
order  to  pitch  upon  that  which  should  appear 
to  be  the  most  significant;  and  in  this  par- 
ticular Taycho  was  a  little  superstitious.  Not 
but  that  surnames,  when  properly  bestowed, 
might  be  rendered  very  useful  terms  of  dis- 
tinction; but  I  must  tell  thee.  Peacock,  no- 
thing can  be  more  preposterously  absurd  than 
the  practice  of  inheriting  cognomina,  which 
ought  ever  to  be  purely  personal.  I  would 
ask  thee,  for  example,  what  propriety  there 
was  in  giving  the  name  Xcnophon,  which 
jignifiesone  that  speaks  a  for  cignlanguage 
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to  the  celebrated  Greek  who  distinguished 
himself,  not  only  as  a  consummate  captain, 
but  also  as  an  elegant  writer  in  his  mother 
tongue  1  What  could  be  more  ridiculous 
thau  to  denominate  the  great  philosopher  of 
Crotona,  Pythagoras,  which  imphes  a  stink- 
ing  speech?  Or  what  could  be  more  mis- 
applied than  the  name  of  the  weeping  phi- 
losopher Heraclitus,  signifying  military  glo- 
ry.' The  inheritance  of  surnames  among 
the  Romans  produced  still  more  ludicrous 
consequences.  The  best  and  noblest  fami- 
lies in  Rome  derived  their  names  from  the 
coarsest  employments,  or  else  from  the  cor- 
Doreal  blemishes  of  their  ancestors.  The 
Plsones  were  millers  ;  the  Cicerones  and 
the  Lentuli  were  so  called  from  tlie  vetches 
and  the  lentils  which  their  forefathers  dealt 
in.  The  Fabii  were  so  denominated  from 
a  dung-pit,  in  which  the  first  of  the  family 
was  begot  by  stealth  in  the  way  of  fornica- 
tion. A  ploughman  gave  rise  to  the  great 
family  of  the  Serrani,  the  ladies  of  which 
always  went  without  smocks.  The  Suili, 
the  Bubulci,  and  the  Porci  were  descended 
from  a  swine-herd,  a  cow-herd,  and  hog- 
butcher.  What  could  be  more  disgraceful 
than  to  call  the  senator  Strabo,  Squintum  ? 
or  a  fine  young  lady  of  the  house  of  PcBti, 
Pigsjiies)  or  to  distingiiish  a  matron  of  the 
Liini  by  the  appellation  of  Sheep's-eye  ? — 
What  could  be  more  dishonourable  than  to 
give  the  surname  of  snub-nose  to  P.  Silius, 
the  propraetor,  because  his  great-great-great- 
grandfather had  a  nose  of  that  make]  Ovid, 
indeed,  had  a  long  nose,  and  therefore  was 
justly  denominated  Naso ;  but  why  should 
Horace  be  called  Flaccus,  as  if  his  ears  had 
been  stretched  in  the  pillory  ?  I  need  not 
mention  the  Burrhi,  Nigri,  Rufi,  Aquilii, 
and  Rutilii,  because  we  have  the  same  foolish 
curnames  in  England  ;  and  even  the  Lappa; 
for  I  myself  know  a  very  pretty  miss  called 
Rouirh-head,  though  in  fact  there  is  not  a 
young  lady  in  the  bills  of  mortality  who  takes 
more  pains  to  dress  her  hair  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. The  famous  dictator,  whom  the 
deputies  of  Ro.Tie  found  at  the  plough,  was 
known  by  the  name  of  Cincinnatus,  or 
Ragged-head.  Now  I  leave  you  to  judge 
iiow  it  would  sound  in  these  days,  if  a  foot- 
man at  the  play-house  should  call  out, — 
'«  My  Lady  Ragged-head's  coach.  Room 
for  my  Lady  Ragged-head."  I  am  doubt- 
ful whether  the  English  name  of  Hale  does 
not  come  from  the  Roman  cognomen  Hala, 
which  signifies  stinking  breath.  What 
need  I  mention  the  Plauti,  Panci,  Valgi, 
Vari,  VaticE,  and  Scauri ;  the  Tuditani,  the 
Malici,  CenestellcB,  and  Leccce ;  in  other 
vvords,  the  Splay-foots,  Bandy-legs,  Sham- 
ble-shins, Baker-knees,  Clvb-fools,  Ham- 
mer-heads, Chubby-cheeks,  Bald-heads,  and 
f, etchers?  I  shall  not  say  a  word  of  the 
Itiiteo  or  Buzzard,  that  I  may  net  be 
ol\i^cd  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  word 


Triorchis,  from  whence  it  takes  its  denomi- 
nation ;  yet  all  those  were  great  families  in 
Rome. 

But  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  some 
of  the  same  improprieties  which  have  crept 
into  the  language  and  customs  of  this  coun 
try.  Let  us  suppose,  for  e.xample,  a  for- 
eigner  reading  an  English  newspaper  in 
these  terms — "  Last  Tuesday,  the  Right 
Honourable  Timothy  Sillyman,  secretary  ol 
state  for  the  southern  department,  gave  a 
grand  entertainment  to  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try at  his  house  in  Knave'' s  acre.  The  even- 
ing was  concluded  with  a  ball,  which  was 
opened  by  Sir  Samuel  Hog  and  Lady  Diana 
Rough-head.  We  hear  there  is  purpose  ot 
marriage  between  Mr  Alderman  Small-cock 
and  Miss  Harriet  Hair-stones,  a  young  lady 
of  great  fortune  and  superlative  merit.  By 
the  last  mail  from  Germany,  we  have  certain 
advice  of  a  complete  victory  which  General 
Coward  has  obtained  over  the  enemy.  Or 
this  occasion  the  general  displayed  all  the  in- 
trepidity of  the  most  renowned  hero :  by  the 
same  channel  we  are  informed  that  Lieuten- 
ant Little-fear  has  been  broken  by  a  court- 
martial  for  cowardice.  We  hear  that  Ed- 
ward West,  Esq.  will  be  elected  president  ol 
the  directors  of  the  East  India  company  for 
the  ensuing  year.  It  is  reported  that  Com- 
modore North  will  be  sent  with  a  squadron 
into  the  South  Sea.  Captains  East  and 
South  are  appointed  by  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty commanders  of  two  frigates,  to  sail 
on  the  discovery  of  the  North-west  passage. 
Yesterday  morning  Sir  John  Summer,  bar- 
onet,  lay  dangerously  ill  at  his  house  in 
Spring-Garde?!,  where  he  is  attended  by  Dr 
Winter ;  but  there  are  no  hopes  of  his  reco- 
very. Saturday  last,  Philip  Frost,  a  dealer 
in  gunpowder,  died  at  his  house  in  Snow- 
hill,  of  a  fever  caught  by  overheating  him- 
self,  in  walking  for  a  wager  from  No  man's 
land  to  the  World's  End.  Last  week  Mr 
John  Fog,  teacher  of  astronomy  in  Rolher- 
hithe,  was  married  to  the  widow  Fairwea- 
ther  of  Puddledock.  We  hear  from  Bath, 
that  on  Thursday  last  a  duel  was  fought  on 
Landsdown,  by  Captain  Sparrow  and  Rich- 
ard Hawke,  Esq.  in  which  the  latter  was 
mortally  wounded.  Friday  last  ended  the 
sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  the  follow- 
ing persons  received  sentence  of  death — 
Leonard  Lamb,  for  the  murder  of  Julius 
Wolf;  and  Henry  Grave,  for  robbing  and 
assaulting  Dr  Death,  whereby  the  said  Death 
was  put  in  fear  of  his  life.  Giles  Gosling, 
for  defrauding  Simon  Fox  of  four  guineas 
and  his  watch,  by  subtle  craft,  was  trans- 
ported for  seven  years;  and  David  Drink' 
water  was  ordered  to  be  set  in  the  stocks  as 
an  liabitual  drunkard.  The  trial  of  Thomas 
Green,  whitster  at  Fulham,  for  a  rape  on 
the  body  of  Flora  White,  a  mulatto,  was 
put  off  till  next  sessions,  on  account  of  tho 
absence  of  two  material  evidenr-es,  viz.  S<- 
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"ah  Brown,  clear-starclicr  of  Pimlicn,  and 
Anthony  Black,  scarlet-dyer  of  Wands- 
woTlh."  I  ask  thee,  Peacock,  wlictlier  a 
sensible  foreigner,  who  understood  the  literal 
meaning  of  these  names,  which  arc  all  truly 
British,  would  not  think  y(;  were  a  nation  of 
kumourisls,  who  delighted  in  cross-purposes 
»nd  ludicrous  singularity .'  But,  indeed,  ye 
4re  not  more  absurd  in  this  particular  than 
lome  of  your  neighbours.  1  kuow  a  French- 
man of  the  name  of  Bouvicr,  which  signifies 
cow-keeper,  pique  himself  upon  his  noblesse  ; 
and  a  general  called  Valavoir  is  said  to  have 
lost  his  life  by  the  whimsical  impropriety  of 
his  surname,  which  signifies  go  and  see.* 
You  may  remember  an  Italian  minister  call- 
ed Grossa  testa,  or  Great  head,  though  in 
fact  he  had  scarce  any  head  at  all.  That  na- 
tion has,  likewise,  its  Sfurzns,  Malatestas, 
Boccanigras,  Porcinas,  Gindices ;  its  Co- 
lonnas,  Muratorios,  Mcdicis,  and  Gozzi  : 
endeavours,  chuckle-heads,  black  muzzles, 
hogs,  judges,  pillars,  7nasons,  leeches,  and 
chubby-chops.  Spain  lias  its  Ahnohadas, 
Girones,  Utreras,  Ursinas,  and  Zapatas ; 
signifying,  cushions,  gores,  bullocks,  bears, 
and  slippers.  The  Turks,  in  other  respects 
a  sensible  people,  fall  into  the  same  extrava- 
gance, with  respect  to  the  inheritance  of 
surnames.  An  Armenian  merchant,  to  whom 
I  once  belonged  at  Aleppo,  used  to  dine  at 
the  house  of  a  cook,  whose  name  was  Clock- 
maker  ;  and  the  handsomest  ichoglan  in  the 
bashaw's  seraglio  was  surnamed  Crook-back. 
If  we  may  believe  the  historian  Buck,  there 
was  the  same  impropriety  in  the  same  epi- 
thet bestosved  upon  Richard  III.  Kingof  Eng- 
'and,  who,  he  says,  was  one  of  the  best  made 
lien  of  tiic  age  in  which  he  lived:  but  here 
(must  contradict  the  said  Buck  from  my  own 
knowledge.  Richard  had,  undoubtedly,  one 
shoulder  higher  than  the  other,  and  liis  left 
arm  was  a  little  shrunk  and  contracted :  but 
notwithstanding  the  ungracious  colours  in 
which  he  has  been  drawn  by  the  flatterers 
of  the  house  of  Lancaster,  lean  assure  thee. 
Peacock,  that  Richard  was  a  prince  of  a  very 
agreeable  aspect,  and  excelled  in  every  per- 
sonal accomplishment;  neither  was  his  heart 
a  stranger  to  the  softer  passions  of  tender- 
ness and  pitv.  The  very  night  that  preceded 
the  battle  of  Bosworth,  in  which  he  lost  his 
life,  he  went  in  disguise  to  the  house  of  a 
farmer  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  visit  an  in- 
fant son  there  boarded,  who  was  the  fruit  of 
an  amour  between  him  and  a  young  lady  of 
the  first  condition.  Upon  this  occasion,  he 
embraced  the  child  with  all  the  marks  of  pa- 


•The  general,  taking;  a  solitary  walk  in  the 
evening,  was  questioned  by  a  sentinel,  and  an- 
swered— "  Va  la  voir."  The  soldier,  taking 
the  words  in  a  literal  sense,  repeated  tiie  cii.il- 
lenge  :  lie  was  answered  in  the  siime  manner; 
an<I  being  aflTroiil  ed,  fired  upon  llie  general,  wlio 
fell  dead  on  the  s[)Ot. 


ternal  alToction;  and,  doubtful  of  tiie  i?sue  of 
the  approaching  battle,  shed  a  flood  of  teara 
at  parting  from  him,  after  having  recommend- 
ed him  to  the  particular  care  of  his  nurse,  to 
whom  he  gave  money  and  jewels  to  a  consi- 
derable value.  After  the  catastrophe  of 
Richard,  this  house  was  plundered,  and  the 
nurse  with  difficulty  escaped  to  another  part 
of  the  country  ;  hut  as  the  enemies  of  Rich- 
ard now  prevailed,  she  durst  never  reveal  the 
secret  of  the  boy's  birth ;  and  he  was  bred  up 
as  her  own  son  to  the  trade  of  bricklaying, 
in  which  character  he  lived  and  died  at  an 
advanced  age  in  London.  Moreover,  it  is 
but  justice  in  me,  w  ho  constituted  part  of  one 
of  Richard's  yeomen  of  the  guiird,  to  assure 
thee  that  this  prince  was  not  so  wicked  and 
cruel  as  he  has  been  represented.  The  only 
share  he  had  in  the  death  of  his  brother  Cla- 
rence, was  iiis  forbearing  to  interpose  in  the 
behalf  of  that  prince  with  their  elder  brother 
King  Edward  IV.  who,  in  fact,  was  the 
greatest  brute  of  the  whole  family  :  neither 
did  he  poison  his  own  wife  ;  nor  employ  as- 
sassins  to  murder  his  two  nephews  in  the 
Tower.  Both  the  boys  were  given  by  Tyrrel 
in  charge  to  a  German  Jew,  with  directions 
to  breed  tliem  up  as  his  own  children,  in  a 
remote  country  ;  and  the  eldest  died  of  a  fe- 
ver at  Embden,  and  the  other  afterwards  ap- 
peared as  claimant  of  the  English  crown:  ah 
the  world  knows  how  he  finished  his  career 
under  the  name  of  Perkin  Warbeck.  So 
much  for  the  abuse  of  surnames,  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  which  I  might  have  used  thy 
own  by  way  of  illustration  ;  for,  if  thou  and 
all  thy  generation  were  put  to  the  rack,  they 
would  not  bo  able  to  give  any  tolerable  rea- 
son why  thou  sliouldst  be  called  Peacock  ra- 
ther than  Crab-louse.  But  it  is  now  high  time 
to  return  to  the  thread  of  our  narration. 
Taycho,  having  considered  the  list  of  officers, 
witliout  finding  one  name  which  implied  any 
active  virtue,  resolved  that  the  choice  should 
depend  upon  accident.  He  hustled  them  all 
together  in  his  cap,  and  putting  in  his  hand 
at  random,  drew  forth  that  of  Hob-nob;  a 
person  who  had  grown  old  in  obscurity,  with- 
out ever  having  found  an  opportunity  of  be 
ing  concerned  in  actual  service.  His  veiy 
name  was  utterly  unknown  to  Fika-kaka; 
and  this  circumstance  the  orator  considered 
as  a  lucky  omen  :  for  the  cuboy  had  such  a 
remarkable  Knack  at  finding  out  the  least 
qualified  subjects,  and  overlooking  merit,  hia 
new  colleague  concluded,  not  without  soni« 
shadow  of  reason,  that  Hob-nob's  being  un- 
known  to  the  prime  minister  was  a  sort  of 
negative  presumption  in  favour  of  his  char- 
acter. This  officer  was  accordingly  placed 
at  the  head  of  an  armament,  and  sent  against 
the  island  of  Thin-quo,  in  the  conquest  of 
wiiich  he  was  to  be  supported  by  a  squadron 
of  fune  already  in  those  latitudes,  under  the 
command  of  the  chief  Ile-rhumn.  • 

The  voyage  was  performed  without  loss' 
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the  troops  were  landed  without  opposition. 
They  had  already  advanced  towards  a  rising 
ground  which  commanded  the  pnncipal  town 
of  the  island,  and  He-rnhmn  had  offered  to 
land  and  draw  the  artillery  bv  the  mariners  of 
nis  squadron,  when  Hob-nob  had  a  dream 
which  discoricorted  all  his  measures.  He 
dreamed  that  he  entertained  all  the  islanders 
in  the  tem.ple  of  the  white  horse  ;  and  that 
his  own  grandmother  did  the  honours  of  the 
table.  Indeed  he  could  not  have  performed 
a  greater  act  of  charity ;  for  they  were  lite- 
rally in  danger  of  perishing  by  famine.  Hav- 
ing consulted  his  niterpreter  on  this  extra- 
ordinary dream,  he  was  given  to  understand 
that  the  omen  was  unlucky  ;  that  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  hostilities,  he  himself  would  be 
taken  prisoner,  and  offered  up  as  a  sacrifice 
to  the  idol  of  the  place.  While  he  ruminated 
on  this  unfavourable  response,  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  island  assembled,  in  order 
to  deliberate  upon  their  own  deplorable  situ- 
ation. They  had  neither  troops,  arms,  for- 
tifications, nor  provision,  and  despaired  of 
supplies,  as  the  fleet  of  Japan  surrounded 
the  island.  In  this  emergency,  they  deter- 
mined to  submit  without  opposition;  and  ap- 
pointed a  deputation  to  go  and  make  a  tender 
of  the  island  to  general  Hob-nob.  This  de- 
putation, preceded  by  white  flags  of  truce, 
the  Japanese  commander  no  sooner  descried, 
than  he  thought  upon  the  interpretation  of 
his  dream.  He  mistook  the  deputies  with 
their  white  flags  for  the  bonzas  of  the  idol  to 
which  he  was  to  be  sacrificed;  and,  beino' 
sorely  troubled  in  mind,  ordered  the  troops 
to  be  immediately  re-embarked,  notwith- 
standing the  exhortations  of  He-rhumn,  and 
the  remonstrances  of  Rha-rin-tumm,  the  se- 
cond in  command,  who  used  a  number  of  ar- 
guments  to  dissuade  him  from  his  purpose. 
The  deputies,  seeing  the  enemy  in  motion, 
made  a  halt ;  and  after  they  were  fairly  on 
board,  returned  to  tlie  town,  singino-  hymns 
in  praise  of  the  idol  Fo,  who,  they  imagined, 
had  confounded  the  understanding  of  the 
Japanese  general. 

The  attempt  upon  Thin-quo  having  thus 
miscarried.  Hob-nob  declared  he  wouTd  re- 
turn to  Japan  ;  but  was  with  difiiculty  per- 
suaded  by  the  commander  of  the  fun'e  and 
his  own  second,  to  make  a  descent  upon  an- 
other island  belonging  to  the  Chinese,  called 
Qua  chu,  where  they  assured  him  he  would 
meet  with  no  opposition.  As  he  had  no 
dream  to  deter  him  from  this  attempt,  he 
suffered  himself  to  be  persuaded,  and  actually 
made  good  his  landing;  but  the  horror  occa- 
sioned by  the  apparition  of  his  grandmother 
had  made  such  an  impression  upon  his  mind, 
as  affected  his  body.  Before  he  was  visited 
by  another  vision,  he  sickened  and  died; 
imd  in  consequence  of  his  death,  Rha-rin- 
lumm  and  He-rhumn  made  a  conquest  of 
-ho.  island  of  Qua-chu,  which  was  much 
more  valuable  than  Thin-quo,  the  first  and 


sole  object  of  tlie  expedition.  When  the 
first  news  of  this  second  descent  arrived  in 
Japan,  the  ministry  were  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion.  Mr  Orator  Taycho  did  not  scruple 
to  declare  that  general  Hob-nob  had  misbe- 
haved, first,  in  relinquishmg  Thin-quo  upon 
such  a  frivolous  pretence  as  the  supposed 
apparition  of  an  old  woman  ;  secondly,  in 
attempting  the  conquest  of  another  place, 
which  was  not  so  much  as  mentioned  in  hia 
instructions.  The  truth  is,  the  importance 
of  Qua-chu  was  not  known  to  the  cabinet  of 
Japan.  Fika-kaka  believed  it  was  some 
place  on  the  continent  of  Tartary,  and  ex- 
claimed, in  a  violent  passion, — "  Rot  the 
blockhead,  Hob-nob ;  he'll  have  an  army  of 
Chinese  on  his  back  in  a  twinkling !"  When 
the  president  Soo-san-sin-o  assured  him  that 
Qua-chu  was  a  rich  island  at  an  immense 
distance  from  the  continent  of  Tartary,  the 
cuboy  insisted  upon  kissing  his  excellency's 
posteriors  for  the  agreeable  information  he 
had  received.  In  a  few  weeks  arrived  the 
tidings  of  the  island's  being  totally  reduced 
by  Rha-rin-tumm  and  He-rhumn.  Then 
the  conquest  was  published  throughout  the 
empire  of  Japan,  with  every  circumstance 
of  exaggeration.  The  blatant  beast  brayed 
applause.  The  rites  of  Fakku-basi  were  ce- 
lebrated with  unusual  solemnity  ;  and  hymns 
of  triumph  were  sung  to  the  glory  of  the 
great  Taycho.  Even  the  cuboy  arrogated  to 
himself  some  share  of  the  honour  gained  by 
this  expedition  ;  inasmuch  as  the  general 
Rha-rin-tumm  was  the  brother  of  his  friend 
Mr  Secretary  No-bo-dy.  Fika-kaka  gave  a 
grand  entertainment  at  his  palace,  where  ho 
appeared  crowned  with  a  garland  of  the 
tsikk-hurasiha,  or  laurel  of  Japan  ;  and  eat 
so  much  of  the  soup  of  Joniku,  or  famous 
swallow's  nest,  that  he  was  for  three  days 
troubled  with  flatulencies  and  indigestion. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  festivity,  the  empe- 
ror still  growled  and  grumbled  about  Yesso. 
His  new  ally  Brut-an-tifii  had  met  with  a 
variety  of  fortune,  and  even  sufl^ered  some 
shocks,  which  orator  Taycho,  with  all  his 
art,  could  not  keep  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  dairo.  Ho  had  been  severely  drubbed  by 
the  Mantchoux,  who  had  advanced  for  that 
purpose  even  to  his  court-yard :  but  this  was 
nothing  in  comparison  to  another  disaster, 
from  which  he  had  a  hair-breadth  escape. 
The  great  kham  had  employed  one  of  his 
most  wily  and  enterprising  chiefs  to  seize 
Brut-an-tiffi  by  surprise,  that  he  might  be 
brought  to  justice,  and  executed  as  a  felon 
and  perturbator  of  the  public  peace.  Kunt- 
than,  who  was  the  partisan  pitched  upon  for 
this  service,  practised  a  thousand  stratagems 
to  decoy  Brut-an-tifli  into  a  careless  security; 
but  he  was  still  baffled  by  the  vigilance  of 
Yam-a-kheit,  a  famous  soldier  of  fortune, 
who  iiad  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  out. 
lawed  Tartar.  At  length  the  opportunity 
offered,  when  this  captain  was  sent  out  tc 
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lay  the  country  under  contribution.  Then 
Kunt-than  marching  solely  in  the  dead  of 
night,  caught  Brut-an-titii  napping.  He 
might  have  slain  liim  upon  the  spot;  but  his 
orders  were  to  take  hiui  alive,  that  he  might 
be  made  a  public  example.  Accordingly,  his 
sentinels  being  dispdtchcd,  he  was  pulled  out 
of  bed,  and  his  hands  were  already  tied  with 
cords,  like  those  of  a  common  malefactor, 
when,  by  his  roaring  and  bellowing,  he  gave 
the  alarm  to  Yam-a-kheit,  who  chanced  to 
be  in  the  neighbourhood,  returning  from  his 
excursion.  He  made  all  the  haste  he  could, 
and  came  up  in  the  very  nick  of  time  to  save 
his  master.  He  fell  upon  the  party  of  Kunt- 
than  with  such  fury,  that  they  were  fain  to 
quit  their  prey:  then  he  cut  the  fetters  of 
Brut-an-tiffi,  who  took  to  his  heels  and  fled 
with  incredible  expedition,  leaving  his  pre- 
server in  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  by  whom 
ne  was  overpowered,  struck  from  his  horse, 
and  trampled  to  death.  The  grateful  Tartar 
not  only  deserted  his  brave  captain  in  such 
extremity,  but  he  also  took  care  to  asperse 
his  memory,  by  insinuating  that  Yam-a-kheit 
had  undertaken  to  watch  him  while  he  took 
his  repose,  and  had  himself  fallen  asleep 
upon  his  post,  by  which  neglect  of  duty  the 
Ostrog  had  been  enabled  to  penetrate  into 
his  quarters.  'Tis  an  ill  wind  that  blows 
nobody  good: — the  same  disaster  that  de- 
prived him  of  a  good  officer,  afforded  him  an 
opportunity  to  shift  the  blame  of  neglect  from 
his  own  shoulders  to  those  of  a  person  who 
could  not  answer  for  himself.     In  the  same 

manner,  your  general  A y  acquitted  him- 

Kelf  of  the    charge   of  misconduct  fur  the 

attack  of  T a,  by  accusing  his  engineer, 

who,  having  fallen  in  the  battle,  could  not 
contradict  his  assertion.  In  regard  to  the 
affair  with  the  Mantchoux,  Brut-an-tiffi  was 
resolved  to  swear  truth  out  of  Tartary  by 
mere  dint  of  impudence.  In  the  very  article 
of  running  away,  he  began  to  propagate  the 
report  of  the  great  victory  he  had  obtained. 
He  sent  the  dairo  a  circumstantial  detail  of 
his  own  prowess,  and  expatiated  upon  the 
cowardice  of  the  Mantchoux,  who,  he  said, 
had  vanished  from  him  like  quicksilver,  at 
the  very  time  when  they  were  quietly  pos- 
sessed of  the  field  of  battle,  and  he  himself 
was  calling  upon  the  mountains  to  cover 
him.  It  must  have  been  in  imitation  of  this 
preat  original,  that  the  inspector,  of  tympa- 
nitical  memory,  assured  the  public,  in  one  of 
his  lucubrations,  that  a  certain  tall  Hibernian 
was  afraid  of  looking  him  in  the  face,  because 
the  Baid  poltcoon  had  kicked  his  breech  the 
night  before  in  presence  offive  hundred  people. 
Fortune  had  now  abandoned  the  Chinese 
in  good  earnest.  Two  squadrons  of  their 
tune  had  been  successively  taken,  destroyed, 
or  dispersed  by  the  Japanese  commanders, 
Or-nbos  and  Fas-khan;  and  they  had  lost 
such  a  number  of  single  jimks,  that  they 
ivere  .scarce  able  to  keep  the  sea  On  the 
H  H* 


coast  of  Africa,  they  were  driven  fiom  tliu 
settlement  of  Kho-rhe  by  the  connnande* 
Kha-fell.  In  the  extremity  of  Asia,  they  had 
an  army  totally  defeated  by  the  Japanese 
captain  Khutt-whang,  and  many  of  their  set- 
tlements were  taken.  In  Fatsissio,  they 
lost  another  battle  to  Yan-oiii,  and  divers 
strongholds.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Vesso, 
Bron-xi-tic,  who  commanded  the  mercenary 
army  of  Japan  on  that  continent,  had  beefti 
obliged  to  retreat  before  the  Chinese  from 
post  to  pillar,  till  at  length  he  found  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  maintain  his  position, 
even  at  the  risk  of  being  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  that  outnumbered  him  greatly.  He 
chose  an  advantageous  post,  where  he 
thought  himself  secure,  and  went  to  sleep  at 
his  usual  time  of  rest.  The  Chinese  general, 
resolving  to  beat  up  his  quarters  in  the  night, 
selected  a  body  of  horse  for  that  purpose, 
and  put  them  in  motion  accordingly.  It  was 
happy  for  Bron-xi-tic  that  this  detachment 
fell  upon  a  quarter  where  there  happened  to 
be  a  kennel  of  Japanese  dogs,  which  are  as 
famous  as  the  bull-dogs  of  England.  These 
animals,  ever  on  the  watch,  not  only  gave 
the  alarm,  but  at  the  same  time  fell  upon  the 
Chinese  horses  with  such  impetuosity,  that 
the  enemy  were  disordered,  and  had  actually 
fled  before  Bron-xi-tic  could  bring  up  his 
troops  to  action.  All  that  he  saw  of  the 
battle,  when  he  came  up,  was  a  small  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  cavalry 
of  the  enemy  scampering  oft"  in  confusion', 
though  at  a  great  distance  from  the  field. 
No  matter:  he  found  means  to  paint  this 
famous  battle  of  Myn-than  in  such  colours 
as  dazzled  the  weak  eye-sight  of  the  Japanese 
monster,  which  bellowed  hoarse  applause 
through  all  its  throats,  and  in  its  hymns  of 
triumph  equalled  Bron-xi-tic  even  to  the  un- 
conquerable Brut-an-tifti;  which  last,  about 
this  time,  received  at  his  own  door  another 
beating  from  the  Mantchoux,  so  severe,  that, 
he  lay  for  some  time  without  exhibiting  any 
signs  of  life  ;  and,  indeed,  owed  his  safety  to 
a  very  extraordinary  circumstance.  An 
Ostrog  chief  called  Llha-dahn,  who  had  re 
inforced  the  Mantchoux  with  a  very  consid- 
erable body  of  horse  before  the  battle, 
insisted  upon  carrying  off"  the  carcase  of 
Brut-an-tiffi,  that  it  might  be  hung  up  on  a 
gibbet  in  terrorem,  before  the  pavilion  of  the 
great  kham.  The  general  of  the  Mantchoux, 
on  the  other  hand,  declared  he  would  have 
it  flayed  upon  the  spot,  and  the  skin  sent  as 
a  trophy  to  his  sovereign.  This  dispute 
produced  a  great  deal  of  abuse  betwixt  those 
barbarians  ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  some 
of  their  inferior  chiefs,  who  were  wiser  than 
themselves,  prevented  them  from  going  by 
the  ears  together.  In  a  word,  the  confusion 
and  anarchy  that  ensued  afi*)rded  an  oppor- 
tunity  to  one  of  Brut-an-tiffi's  partizans  to  . 
steal  away  the  body  of  his  master,  whom  the 
noise  of  the  contest  had  just  roused  from  hxz 
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swoon.  Llha-dahri;  perceiving  he  was  gone, 
rode  off  in  disgust  with  all  his  cavalry;  and 
the  Mantchoux,  instead  of  following  the 
blow,  made  a  retrogade  motion  towards  their 
own  country,  which  allowed  Briit-an-t.if5 
time  to  breathe.  Three  successive  disasters 
of  this  kind  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
lower  the  military  character  of  any  warrior, 
;n  the  opinion  of  any  public  that  judged  from 
Mieir  own  senses  and  reflection  ;  but  by  this 
time  tiie  Japanese  had  quietly  resigned  all 
their  natural  perceptions,  and  paid  tlie  most 
implicit  faith  to  every  article  broached  by 
their  apostle  Taycho.  The  more  it  seemed 
to  contradict  common  reason  and  common 
evidence,  the  more  greedily  was  it  swallowed 
as  a  mysterious  dogma  of  the  political  creed. 
Taycho  then  assured  them  that  the  whole 
army  of  the  Mantchoux  was  put  to  the  sword; 
and  that  Bron-xi-tic  would  carry  the  war 
within  three  weeks  into  the  heart  of  China: 
he  gave  them  goblets  of  horse-blood  from 
Myu-than,  and  tickled  their  ears  and  their 
noses  ;  they  ?r.orted  approDation,  licked  his 
toes,  and  sunk  mto  a  profound  lethargy. 

From    tins,    however,    they   were    soon 
aroused  by  unwelcome  tidings  from  Fatsis- 
sio.     YafT-rai   had   proceeded   in  his    route 
until  he  was  slopped  by  a  vast  lake,  whicli 
lie  could  not  possibly  traverse  without  boats, 
cork-jackets,  or  some  such  expedient,  which 
could    not   be   supplied  for  tliat   campaign. 
Y;i-loff  had  sailed  up  the  river  to  Quib-quab, 
which  he  found  so  strongly  fortified  by  na- 
ture, that  it  seemed  rashness  even  to  attempt 
a.  landing,  especially  in  the  f^ce  of  an  enemy 
more   numerous  than   his  own  detachment. 
Land,  however,  he  did,  and  even  attacked  a 
fortified  camp  of  the  Chinese;  but,  in  spite 
of  all  his  efforts,  he  was  repulsed  with  con- 
siderable slaughter.     He  sent  an  account  of 
this  miscarriage  to   Taycho,  giving  him  to 
understand,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had 
received  no  intelligence  of  Yaff-rai's  motions: 
that  his  troops  were  greatly  diminished  ;  that 
the  season  was  too  far  advanced  to  keep  the 
field  much  longer  ;  and  that  nothing  was  left 
them  but  a  choice  of  difficulties,  every  one 
of  which  seemed  more  insurmountable  than 
another.     Taycho  having  deliberated  on  this 
subject,  thought  it  was  necessary  to  prepare 
the  monster  for  the  worst  that  could  happen, 
as   he   now  expected  to    bear  by  the   first 
opportunity   that   the   grand  expedition    of 
Fatsissio  had  totally  miscarried.     He  resolv- 
ed, therefore  to  throw  the  blame  upon  the 
Ehoulders  of  Ya-loff  and  Yaff-rai,  and  stigma- 
tize them  as  the  creatures  of  Fika-kaka,  who 
had  neither  ability   to  comprehend  the  in- 
structions  he   had   given,  nor  resolution  to 
execute  the  plan  he  had  projected.     For  this 
purpose  he  ascended  the  rostrum,  and,  with 
a  rueful  length  of  face,  opened  his  harangue 
iiDon  the  defeat  of  Ya-loff.     The  hydra  no 
eooner  understood  that  the  troops  of  Japan 
liad  been  discomfited,  than  it  was  seized  with 


a  kind  of  hysteric  fit,  and  uttered  a  yell  sc 
loud  and  horrible,  that  the  blindfold  dairc 
trembled  in  the  most  internal  recesses  of  his 
palace  :  the  cuboy  Fika-kaka  had  such  a  pro 
fuse  evacuation,  that  the  discharge  is  said  to 
have  weighed  five  boll-ah,  equal  to  eight  and 
forty  pounds  three  oundes  and  tv/o  penny- 
weights avoirdupois  of  Great  Britain.     Even 
Taycho  himself  was  discomposed.     Li  vain 
he  presented  the  draught  of  yeast,  and  the 
goblet  of  blood : — in  vain  his  pipers  soothed 
the  ears,  and  his  tall  fellows  tickled  the  nose 
of  the  blatant  beast.     It  continued  to  howl 
and  grin,  and  gnash   its  teeth,  and   writhe 
itself  into  a  thousand  contortions,  as  if  it  had 
been  troubled  with  that  twisting  of  the  guta 
called  the  iliac  passion.     Taycho  began  to 
think  its   case   desperate,  and  sent  for  the 
dairo's    chief  physician,   who   prescribed  a 
glyster  of  the   distilled  spirit  analogous  to 
your   geneva;    but   no    apothecary   nor  old 
woman  in  Meaco  would  undertake  to  admin- 
ister it  on  any  consideration,  the  patient  was 
such  a  filthy,  awkward,  lubberly,  unmanage- 
able beast.     "  If  what  comes  from  its  mouth," 
said  they,  "  be  foul,  virulent,  and  pestilential, 
how   nauseous,   poisonous,    and   intolerable 
must  that  be  which  takes  the  other  course?" 
When  Taycho's  art  and  foresight  were  at  a 
Stand,  accident  came  to  his  assistance.     A 
courier  arrived,  preceded  by  twelve  postilions 
blowing  horns  ;  and  he  brought  the  news  that 
Q,uib-quab    was   taken.     The    orator    com- 
manded them  to  place  their  horns  within  as 
many  of  the  monster's  long  ears,  and  blow 
with  all  their  might,  until  it  should  exhibit 
some   signs    of   hearing.     The    experiment 
succeeded.      This    hydra   waking   from   its 
trance,  opened  its  eyes  ;  and  Taycho  seizing 
this    opportunity,    hallooed    in    his    loudest 
tone, — "  Q,uib-qiiab  is   taken."      This  note 
being  repeated,  the  beast  started  up ;  then 
raising  itself  on  its  hind  legs,  began  to  wag 
its  tail,  to  frisk  and  fawn,  to  lick  Taycho's 
sweaty  socks ;  in  fine,  crouching  on  its  belly, 
it  took  the  orator  on  its  back,  and,  proceed- 
ing through   the  streets   of  Meaco,  brayed 
aloud, — "  Make  way  for  the  divine  Taycho ! 
Make  way  for  the  conqueror  of  Quib-quab!" 
But  the  gallant  Ya-loff,  the  real  conqueror 
of  Quib-quab,  was  no  more.     He  fell  in  the 
battle  by  which  the  conquest  was  achieved, 
yet  not  before  he  saw  victory  declared  in  his 
favour.     He  had  made  incredible  efforts  to 
surmount  the  difficulties  that  surrounded  him. 
At  length  he  found  means  to  scale  a  perpen- 
dicular   rock,    which   the    enemy    had    left 
unguarded,  on  the  supposition  that  nature 
had  made  it  inaccessible.     This  exploit  waa 
performed  in  the  night,  and  in  tlie  morning 
the    Chinese   saw   liis   troops  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle  on  the  plains  of  Quib-quab 
As  their  numbers  great  y  exceeded  the  Japa 
nese,  they  did  not  decline  the  trial;  and  in  a 
little  time  both  armies  were  engaged.     The 
contest,  however,  was  no'  of  long  duration 
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thougli  it.  proveil  fatal  to  the  general  on  eacli 
side.  Ya-lofl'  beinjf  slain,  the  command 
devolved  iipon  Tulin-syn,  \viio  pursued  the 
enemy  to  tiie  walls  of  Qiiib-quab,  which  was 
next  day  surrendered  to  him  hy  capitulation. 
Nothing  was  now  seen  and  heard  in  the 
capital  but  jubilee,  triumpii,  and  intoxication; 
and  indeed  the  nation  had  not  for  some  cen- 
turies seen  such  an  occasion  for  joy  and 
satisfaction.  The  only  person  that  did  not 
heartily  rejoice  was  the  dairo  Got-hama-baba. 
By  this  tune  he  was  so  lartarized,  that  he 
grudged  his  subjects  every  advantage  obtain- 
ed in  Fatsissio ;  and  when  Fika-kaka  hob- 
bled up  to  him  witli  tile  news  of  tlie  victory, 
instead  of  saluting  him  with  the  kick  of 
approbation,  he  turned  his  back  upon  him, 
saying, — "  Boh  !  boh  !  What  do  you  tell  me 
of  Quib-quab  1  Tlie  damned  Chinese  are  still 
on  the  frontiers  of  Yesso."  As  to  the 
beast,  it  was  doomed  to  undergo  a  variety 
of  agitation.  Its  present  gambols  v/ere  in- 
terrupted by  a  fresh  alarm  from  China.  It 
was  reported  that  two  great  armaments  were 
equipped  for  a  double  descent  upon  the 
dominions  of  Japan  ;  tiiat  one  of  these  had 
already  sailed  nortli  about  for  tlie  island  of 
Xicoco,  to  make  a  diversion  in  favour  of  the 
other,  which,  being  the  most  considerable, 
was  designed  tor  the  southern  coast  of  Japan. 
These  tidings,  whicli  were  not  without  foun- 
dation, had  such  an  effect  upon  tlie  multitu- 
dinous monster,  that  it  was  first  of  all  seized 
with  an  universal  shivering.  Its  teeth 
chattered  so  loud,  that  the  sound  was  heard 
at  the  distance  of  half  a  league ;  and  for  some 
time  it  was  struck  (Jumb.  During  this 
paroxysm,  it  crawled  silently  en  its  belly  to 
u  sand-hill  just  without  the  walls  of  Meaco, 
and  began  to  scratch  the  earth  with  great 
eagerness  and  perseverance.  Some  people 
imagined  it  was  digging  for  gold  ;  but  the 
truth  is,  the  beast  was  making  a  hole  to  hide 
itself  from  the  enemy,  whom  it  durst  not  look 
in  the  face:  for  it  must  be  observed  of  this 
beast,  it  was  equally  timorous  and  cruel, 
equally  cowardly  and  insolent.  So  hard  it 
laboured  at  tiiis  cavern,  that  it  had  actually 
burrowed  itself  all  but  the  tail,  when  its  good 
angel  Taycho  whistled  it  out,  with  the  news 
of  anotlier  complete  victory  gained  over  the 
Chinese  at  sea  by  the  scy-seo-gun  Phal- 
khan,  who  had  sure  enough  discomfited 
or  destroyed  the  great  armament  of  the 
enemy.  As  for  the  other  small  squadron 
which  had  steered  the  northerly  course  to 
Xicoco,  it  was  encountered,  defeated,  taken, 
and  brought  into  the  harbours  of  Japan,  by 
three  light  fune,  under  the  command  of  a 
young  chief  called  Ilel-j'-otte,  who  happened 
'.o  be  cruising  on  that  part  of  the  coast. 
The  beast  hearing  Taycho's  auspicious 
whistle,  crept  out  with  its  buttockc  foremost ; 
and,  naving  done  him  homage  in  the  usual 
style,  began  to  re-act  its  former  extravagan- 
Rif>».     It  pow  considered  this  demagogue  as 


the  supreme  giver  of  all  good,  and  adored 
him  accordingly.  The  apostle  JJupo  was  nc 
longer  invoked.  The  temple  of  Faku-bas; 
was  almost  forgotten,  and  the  boneas  were 
universally  despised.  The  praise  of  the 
prophet  Taycho  had  swallowed  up  all  other 
worship.  Let  us  inquire  how  far  he  merited 
this  adoration,  how  justly  the  unparalleled 
success  of  this  year  was  ascribed  to  his  con- 
duct  and  sagacity.  Cho-rhe  was  taken  by 
Klia-fell,  and  Quib-quab  by  Ya-lotl'and  Thon- 
syn.  By  land  the  Chinese  were  defeated  in 
Fatsissio  by  Yan-o-ni,  in  the  extremity  ot 
Asia  by  Khutt-whang,  and  in  Tartary  by  the 
Japanese  bull-dogs,  without  command  or  di- 
rection. At  sea  one  of  their  squadrons  had 
been  destroyed  by  Or-nbos,  a  second  by  Fas- 
khan,  a  third  was  taken  by  Hel-y-otte,  a 
fourth  was  worsted  and  put  to  flight  in  tiiree 
successive  engagements  near  the  land  of 
Kamtschatka  by  the  chief  Bak-kakh,  and 
their  grand  armament  defeated  by  the  scy- 
seo-gun  Phal-khan.  But  Kha-fell  was  a 
stranger  to  orator  Taycho ;  Ya-loff  he  had 
never  seen  ;  the  bull-dogs  had  been  collected 
at  random  from  the  shambles  of  Meaco ;  he 
had  never  heard  of  Yan-o-ni's  name,  till  he 
distinguished  himself  by  his  first  victory  ;  nor 
did  he  know  there  was  any  such  person  as 
Khutt-wliang  existing.  As  for  Or-nbos,  Fas- 
khan,  Phal-khan,  aiul  Bak-kakh,  they  iiad 
been  sey-seo-guns  in  constant  employment 
under  the  former  administration;  and  the 
j'outh  Ilel-y-otte  owed  his  promotion  to  the 
interest  of  his  own  family.  But  it  may  be 
alleged  that  Taycho  projected  in  his  closet 
those  plans  that  were  crowned  with  success. 
We  have  seen  how  he  mutilated  and  fritterco 
the  original  campaign  in  Fatsissio,  so  as  to 
leave  it  at  the  caprice  of  fortune.  The  re. 
duction  of  Clio-riie_ was  part  of  the  design 
formed  by  the  banyan  'I'hum-lchumm-qiia, 
which  Taycho  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to 
render  abortive.  The  plan  of  operations  in 
the  extremity  of  Tartary  he  did  not  pretend 
to  meddle  with  ;  it  was  the  concern  of  the 
officers  appointed  by  the  trading  company 
there  settled  ;  and  as  to  the  advantages  ob- 
tained at  sea,  they  naturally  resulted  from 
the  disposition  of  cruizes,  made  and  regu- 
lated by  the  board  of  sey-seo-gunsiality,  with 
wiiich  no  minister  ever  interfered.  Hemigi::t 
indeed  have  recalled  the  chiefs  and  officers 
Yi'liom  he  found  already  appointed  when  he 
took  the  reins  of  administration,  and  hlled 
thpir  places  with  others  of  his  own  choosing. 
How  far  he  was  qualified  to  make  such  a 
choice,  and  plan  new  expeditions,  appears 
from  the  adventures  of  the  generals  he  did 
appoint;  Moria-tanti,  who  was  deterred  from 
landing  by  a  perspective  view  of  whiskers  ; 
Hylib-bib,  who  left  his  rear  in  the  lurch;  and 
Hob-nob,  who  made  such  a  masterly  relroHt 
from  the  supposed bonzas  of  Tiiin-quo.  Tiicse 
three  were  literally  commanders  of  his  own 
creation,  employed  in  executing  sohemes  o 


3  V 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


lii  V  \j\fti  jrojecting ;  and  these  three  were 
th.;  oii.j  jrenerals  he  made,  and  the  only 
miWiry  '_^,  U.)8  he  projected,  if  we  except  tlie 
gran  J  schsu.e  of  subsidizing  Brut-an-tiffi,  and 
forming  an  i»riiiv  of  one  hundred  thousand 
men  in  Taitb.7y,  ibr  the  defence  of  the  farm 
of  Yesso.  T\.'.hgij  being  so  circumstanced, 
it  may  be  easily  u,'>nceived  that  the  orator 
could  ask  nothir.g  wJiich  the  mobile  would 
venture  to  rei'ase  ;  ^v;a  indeed  he  tried  his  in- 
Jluence  to  the  utmos.t  w't.'etch  :  he  milked  the 
dugs  of  the  monster  till  i»;c  blood  came.  For 
the  service  of  the  ensu'.n^];  vear,  he  squeezed 
from  them  nearly  twelve  .i,\ilions  of  obans, 
amounting  to  near  twenty  I'o&r  millions  ster- 
ling, about  four  times  as  muC)  as  had  ever 
been  raised  by  the  empire  ol  i.xuan  in  any 
former  war.  But  by  this  tim3  I.Aycho  was 
become  not  only  a  convert  to  the  ssystem  of 
Tartary,  which  he  had  formerly  p,.>iijecuted, 
but  also  an  enthusiast  in  love  and  ao.Titration 
of  Brut-an-tiffi,  who  had  lately  senl  l.jm  nis 
poetical  works  in  a  present.  This,  h(.wov<^r, 
would  have  been  of  no  use,  as  he  coulJ  aot 
read  them,  had  not  he  discovered  that  they 
were  printed  on  a  very  fine,  soft,  smoolL 
Ciiinese  paper,  made  of  silk,  which  he  hap 
pily  converted  to  another  fundamental  pur- 
pose. In  return  for  this  compliment,  the 
orator  sent  him  a  bullock's  horn  bound  with 
brass,  value  fifteen  pence,  which  had  long 
served  him  as  a  pitch-pipe  when  he  made  ha- 
rangues to  the  mobile  :  it  was  the  same  kind 
of  instrument  which  Horace  describes,  tibia 
vincta  orichalco.  And  pray  take  notice,  Pea- 
cock, this  was  the  only  present  Taycho  ever 
bestowed  on  any  man,  woman,  or  child, 
through  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  I  mean 
out  of  his  own  pocket ;  for  he  was  extremely 
liberal  of  the  public  money,  in  his  subsidies 
to  the  Tartar  chiefs,  and  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  upon  that  continent.  The  orator 
was  a  genius  self-taught,  without  the  help 
of  human  institution.  He  affected  to  under- 
value all  men  of  literary  talents  ;  and  the  only 
Dook  he  ever  read  with  any  degree  of  plea- 
sure, was  a  collection  of  rhapsodies  preached 
by  one  Ab-ren-thi,  an  obscure  fanatic  bonza, 
a  native  of  the  island  of  Xicoco.  Certain  it 
IB,  nature  seemed  to  have  produced  him  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  fascinating  the  mob,  and 
f^ndued  him  with  faculties  accordingly. 

Notwithstanding  all  his  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  Tartarian  scheme,  the  Chinese  still 
lingered  on  the  frontiers  of  Yesso.  The 
viov/s  of  the  court  of  Pekin  exactly  coincided 
v;ith  the  interest  of  Bron-xi-tic,  the  merce- 
nary general  of  Japan.  The  Chinese,  con- 
foanded  at  the  unheard-of  success  of  the  ,Ta- 
pancse  m  Fatsissio  and  other  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  extremely  mortified  at  the  de- 
fitruction  of  their  fleets  and  the  ruin  of  their 
(jommerce,  saw  no  other  way  of  distressing 
the  enemy,  bu  that  of  prolonging  the  war  on 
the  continent  of  Tartary,  which  they  could 
tupport  for  little  more  than  th^ir  ordinary 


expense;  whereas  Japan  could  not  maintain 
it  without  contracting  yearly  immense  loada 
of  debt,  which  must  have  crushed  it  at  the 
long-run.  It  was  the  business  of  the  Chinese, 
therefore,  not  to  finish  the  war  in  Tartary  by 
taking  the  farm  of  Yesso,  because,  in  that 
case,  the  annual  expense  of  it  would  have 
been  saved  to  Japan  ;  but  to  keep  it  alive  by 
forced  marches,  predatory  excursions,  and 
undecisive  actions  ;  and  this  was  precisely 
the  interest  of  General  Bron-xi-tic,  who,  in 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  enjoyed  the  con- 
tinuance of  all  his  emoluments.  All  that  he 
had  to  do,  then,  was  to  furnish  Taycho  from 
time  to  time  with  a  cask  of  human  blood,  for 
the  entertainment  of  the»blatant  beast ;  and 
to  send  over  a  few  horse  tails,  as  trophies  of 
pretended  victories,  to  be  waved  before  the 
monster  in  its  holiday  processions.  He  and 
the  Chinese  general  seemed  to  act  in  con- 
cert. They  advanced  and  retreated  in  turns 
betwixt  two  given  lines,  and  the  campaign 
always  ended  on  the  same  spot  where  it  be- 
I  gan.  The  only  difference  between  them  waa 
'in  the  motives  of  their  conduct ;  the  Chinese 
v'ommander  acted  for  the  benefit  of  his  sove- 
't-.'gn,  and  Bron-xi-tic  acted  for  his  own. 

The  continual  danger  to  which  the  farm  of 
Vecso  was  exposed,  produced  such  appre- 
hens.Oiis  and  chagrin  in  the  mind  of  the  dairo 
Got.hb.ni.i.-baba,  that  his  health  began  to  de- 
cline, iiti  neglected  his  food  and  his  rattle, 
and  no  lo.ifrvjr  took  any  pleasure  in  kicking 
the  cuboy.  IJe  frequently  muttered  ejacula- 
tions about  ti.e  farm  of  Yesso  ;  nay,  once  or 
twice,  in  the  tiiineports  of  his  impatience,  \w 
pulled  the  ban.Ja--fc  from  his  eyes,  and  cursed 
Taycho  in  the  Turtarian  language.  At 
length  he  fell  into  a  lethargy,  and,  even  when 
roused  a  little  by  blisie^^s  and  caustics,  seem- 
ed insensible  of  eve?)  thing  that  was  done 
about  him.  These  bi's^ers  were  raised  by 
burning  the  moxa  upon  hii^  sf:alp.  The  pow- 
der of  menoki  was  also  ii.jeoted  in  a  glyster ; 
and  the  operation  of  acupuoclure,  called  sew- 
kei,  performed  without  effeol.  His  disorder 
was  so  stubborn,  that  the  cjboy  began  to 
think  he  was  bewitched,  and  susj/ected  Tay- 
cho of  having  practised  sorcery  en  his  sover- 
eign. He  communicated  this  suspicion  to 
Mura-clami,  who  shook  his  head,  and  advis- 
ed that,  with  the  orator's  good  leave,  the 
council  should  be  consulted.  Taycho,  who 
had  gained  an  absolute  empire  over  the  mind 
of  the  dairo,  and  could  not  foresee  how  his 
interest  might  stand  with  his  successor,  was 
heartily  disposed  to  concur  in  any  feasible 
experiment  for  the  recovery  of  Got-hama- 
baba  ;  he  therefore  consented  that  the  mouths 
of  the  council  should  be  unpadlocked  pro  hac 
vi^e,  and  the  members  were  assembled  with- 
out delay  ;  with  this  express  proviso,  howev- 
er, that  they  were  to  confine  their  delibera- 
tions to  the  subject  of  the  dsiro  and  h\3  dis- 
temper. By  tins  time  the  phys'-cians  had 
discovered  the  cause  of  the  diso.'ev/,  which 
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was  no  other  t!ir.n  Ins  bein<^  sturifr  by  a  poi- 
sonous insect  produced  in  tlio  land  of  Ycsso, 
analogous  to  tlic  tarantula,  which  is  said  to 
do  so  much  mischief  in  some  parts  of  Apug- 
lia,  as  we  are  told  by  -lOlian,  Epiphanius 
Ferdinandus,  and  Baglivi.  In  both  cases  the 
only  effectual  remedy  was  music  ;  and  now 
the  council  was  called  to  determine  what 
Bort  of  music  should  be  administered.  You 
must  know,  Peacock,  the  Japanese  are  but 
indifferently  skilled  in  this  art,  thouorh  in 
general  they  affect  lo  be  connoisseurs.  They 
are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  theory,  and  in  the 
practice  are  excelled  by  all  their  neighbours, 
the  Tartars  not  excepted.  For  my  own  part, 
I  studied  music  under  Pythagoras  at  Croto- 
na.  He  found  the  scale  of  seven  tones  im- 
perfect, and  added  the  octave  as  a  fixed,  sen- 
sible, and  intelligent  termination  of  an  inter- 
val, which  included  every  possible  division, 
and  determined  all  the  relative  differences  of 
sounds ;  besides,  he  taught  us  how  to  ex- 
press the  octave  by  ^,  &c.  &c.  But  why 
should  I  talk  to  thee  of  the  ancient  digram- 
ma,  the  genera,  &c.  of  music,  which,  with 
their  colours,  were  constructed  by  a  division 
of  the  diatessaron  ]'  Thou  art  too  dull  and  ig- 
norant to  comprehend  the  chromatic  species, 
the  construction  of  the  tetrachord,  the  Phry- 
gian, the  Lydian,  and  other  modes  of  the  an- 
cient music  ;  and  for  distinction  of  ear,  thou 
mightest  be  justly  ranked  among  the  bray- 
ing tribe  that  graze  along  the  ditches  of 
Tottenham-court,  or  Hock-ley-i'the-hole.  I 
Know  that  nothing  exhilarates  thy  spirits  so 
much  as  a  sonata  on  the  salt-box,  or  a  con- 
cert of  marrow  bones  and  cleavers.  The 
ears  of  the  Japanese  were  much  of  the  same 
texture  :  and  their  music  was  suited  to  their 
ears.  They  neither  excelled  in  the  melo- 
pffiia,  and  rhyme  or  cadence ;  nor  did  they 
know  any  thing  of  the  true  science  of  har- 
mony, compositions  in  parts,  and  those  com- 
oinations  of  sounds,  tiie  invention  of  which, 
with  the  improvement  of  the  scale,  is  er- 
roneously ascribed  to  a  Benedictine  monk. 
The  truth  is,  the  ancients  understood  com- 
position perfectly  well.  Their  scale  was 
founded  upon  perfect  consonances :  they 
were  remarkably  nice  in  tempering  sounds, 
and  had  reduced  their  intervals  and  concords 
to  mathematical  demonstration. 

But,  to  return  to  the  council  of  twenty- 
eight,  they  convened  in  the  same  apartment 
where  the  dairo  lay  ;  and  as  the  business  was 
tc  determine  what  kind  of  music  was  most 
likely  to  make  an  impression  on  his  organs, 
every  member  came  provided  with  his  expe- 
dient. First  and  foremost,  Mr  Orator  Tay- 
cho  pronounced  an  oration  upon  the  excel- 
lencies of  the  land  of  Yesso,  of  energy  as 
(the  cuboy  said)  sufficient  to  draw  the  moon 
from  her  sphere  :  it  drew  nothing,  however, 
from  the  patient  but  a  single  groan  :  then  the 
fatzman  caused  a  drum  to  beat,  without  pro- 
ducing any  effect  at  all  upon  the  dairo  ; 
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though  it  deprived  the  whole  council  of  tlicif 
hearing  for  some  tune.  'J'lie  third  essay  was 
made  by  Fika-kaka  ;  first  with  a  rattle  and 
then  with  tongs  and  gridiron,  which  last  wae 
his  favourite  music  ;  but  here  it  failed,  to  his 
great  surprise  and  consternation.  Sti-phi- 
rum-poo  brought  the  crier  of  his  court  to 
promulgate  a  decree  against  Yesso,  in  a  voice 
that  is  wont  to  make  tlie  culprit  tremble  ;  hut 
the  dairo  was  found  igiwramus.  Nin-com- 
poo-po  blew  a  blast  with  a  kind  of  boat- 
swain's whistle,  which  discomjjosed  the 
whole  audience  without  affecting  the  empe- 
ror. Fok-si-roku  said  he  would  try  his  im- 
perial majesty  with  the  sound  whicii  he  had 
always  been  known  to  prefer  to  every  species 
of  music  ;  and  pulling  out  a  huge  purse  of 
golden  obans,  began  to  chink  them  in  his  ear. 
This  experiment  so  far  succeeded,  that  the 
dairo  was  perceived  to  smile,  and  even  to 
contract  one  hand  :  but  further  effect  it  h.ad 
none.  At  last  Goto-mio  starting  up,  threw 
a  small  quantity  of  aiirum  fulminans'jnto  the 
fire,  whicli  went  off  with  such  an  explosion, 
that  in  the  same  instant  Fika-kaka  fell  flat, 
upon  his  face,  and  Got-hama-baba  started 
upright  in  his  b<*d.  Tliis,  however,  was  no 
more  than  a  convulsion  tiiatput  an  end  to  his 
life;  for  he  fell  back  again,  and  expired  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  As  for  the  cuboy, 
though  he  did  not  die,  he  underwent  a  sur- 
prising transformation  or  metamorphosis, 
which  I  shall  record  in  due  season. 

Taycho  was  no  sooner  certified  that  Got- 
hama-baba  had  actually  breathed  his  last, 
than  he  vanished  from  the  council  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  mounting  the  beast 
whose  name  is  Legion,  rode  full  speed  to  the 
habitation  of  Gio-gio,  the  successor  and  de- 
scendant of  the  deceased  dairo.  Gio-gio  was 
a  young  prince  who  had  been  industriously 
sequestered  from  the  public  view,  and  ex- 
cluded from  all  share  in  the  affairs  of  state 
by  the  jealousy  of  the  last  emperor.  He 
lived  retired  under  the  wings  of  his  grand- 
mother, and  had  divers  preceptors  to  teach 
liim  the  rudiments  of  every  art  but  the  art  of 
reigninij.  Of  all  those  who  superintended  his 
education,  he  who  insinuated  himself  the 
farthest  in  his  favour  was  one  Yak-strot,  from 
the  mountains  of  Ximo,  who  valued  himself 
much  upon  the  ancient  blood  that  run  in  his 
veins,  and  still  more  upon  his  elevated  ideas 
of  patriotism.  Yak-strot  was  honest  at  bot- 
tom, but  proud,  reserved,  vain  and  affect- 
ed.  He  had  a  turn  for  nick-nacks  and  gim- 
cracks,  and  once  made  and  mounted  an  iron 
jack  and  a  wooden  clock  with  his  own  hands. 
But  it  was  his  misfortune  to  set  up  for  a  con- 
noisseur in  painting  and  other  libera!  arts, 
and  to  announce  himself  an  universal  patron 
of  genius.  He  did  not  fail  to  infuse  his  own 
notions  and  conceits  into  the  tender  mind  of 
Gio-gio,  who  gradually  imbibed  his  turn  of 
thinking,  and  followed  tht  atudies  which  hft 
recommended.     With  respect  to  his  ^.csror? 
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on  tho  art  of  government,  he  reduced  them  to 
a  very  tcvv  simple  principles.  His  maxims 
were  tliese  : — That  the  emperor  of  Japan 
ought  to  clierisli  the  established  religion,  both 
b3f  precept  and  example  :  that  he  ought  to 
Ebolish  corruption,  discourage  faction,  and 
balance  the  two  parties,  by  admitting  an 
equal  number  from  each  to  places  and  of- 
fices of  trust  in  the  administration  :  that  he 
should  make  peace  as  soon  as  possible,  even 
in  despite  of  the  public,  which  seemed  insen- 
sible of  the  burden  it  sustained,  and  was  in- 
deed growing  delirious  by  the  illusions  of 
Taycho,  and  the  cruel  evacuations  he  had 
prescribed  :  that  he  should  retrench  all  su- 
perfluous expense  in  his  household  and  go- 
vernment, and  detach  himself  entirely  from 
the  accursed  farm  of  Yesso,  which  some  evil 
genius  had  fix'ed  upon  the  breech  of  Japan, 
as  a  cancerous  ulcer,  through  which  all 
her  blood  and  substance  would  be  discharged. 
These  maxims  were  generally  just  enough  in 
speculation,  but  some  of  them  were  alto- 
gether impracticable  ; — for  example,  that  of 
forming  an  administration  equally  composed 
of  the  two  factions,  was  as  absurd  as  it  would 
be  to  yoke  two  stone-horsfes  and  two  jack- 
asses in  the  same  carriage,  which,  instead 
of  drawing  one  way,  would  do  nothing  but 
uite  and  kick  one  another,  while  the  machine 
of  government  would  stand  stock-still,  or 
perhaps  be  torn  in  pieces  by  their  dragging 
in  opposite  directions.  The  people  of  Japan 
had  boon  long  divided  between  two  invete- 
rate parties  known  by  the  name  of  Shit-tilk- 
ums-heit  and  Ske-it-kums-hi-til ;  tlie  first 
signifying  more  fool  than  knave,  and  the 
other,  more  knave  than  fool.  Each  had 
predominated  in  its  turn,  by  securing  a  ma- 
jority in  the  assemblies  of  the  people  ;  for 
the  majority  had  always  interest  to  force 
themselves  into  the  administration  ;  because 
the  constitution  being  partly  democratic,  the 
dairo  was  still  obliged  to  truckle  to  the  pre- 
vailing faction.  To  obtain  this  majority, 
each  side  had  employed  every  art  of  corrup- 
tion, calumny,  infatuation,  and  priestcraft ; 
for  nothing  is  such  an  effectual  ferment  in  all 
popular  commotions  as  religious  fanaticism. 
No  sooner  one  party  accomplished  its  aim, 
than  it  reprobated  the  other,  branding  it  with 
the  epithets  of  traitors  to  their  country,  or 
traitors  to  their  prince  ;  while  the  minority 
retorted  upon  them  the  charges  of  corrup- 
tion, rapaciousness,  and  abject  servility.  In 
Bhort,  both  parties  were  equally  abusive,  ran- 
corous, uncandid,  and  illiberal.  Taycho 
.lad  been  of  both  factions  more  than  once. 
I£e  made  his  first  appearance  as  a  lihit-tilk- 
ttms-heit  in  the  minority,  and  displayed  his 
talent  for  scurrility  against  the  dairo  to  such 
advantage,  that  an  old  rich  liag,  who  loved 
nothing  so  well  as  money,  except  tlie  grati- 
fication of  her  revenge,  made  hinr.  a  present 
of  five  thousand  obans,  on  condition  he  should 
rrjntinue  to  revile  the  dairo  till  his  dying-day. 


After  her  death,  the  ministry,  intimidated  by 
the  boldness  of  his  tropes,  and  the  fame  he 
began  to  acquire  as  a  malcontent  orator, 
made  such  offers  as  he  thought  proper  to  ac- 
cept ;  and  then  he  turned  She-it-kums-hi-tiL 
Being  disgusted  m  the  sequel,  at  his  own 
want  of  importance  in  the  council,  he  openc 
once  more  at  the  head  of  his  old  friends  the 
Shit-tilk-tims-hi-tites ;  and  once  more  ho 
deserted  them  to  rule  the  roast,  as  the  chi»'.{ 
of  the  She-it-kiims-hi-ti-lites,  in  which  i>ra« 
dicament  he  now  stood.  And,  indeed,  this 
was  the  most  natural  posture  in  which  he 
could  stand  ;  for  this  party  embraced  all  tho 
scum  of  the  people,  constituting  the  blatant 
beast,  which  his  talents  were  so  peculiarly 
adapted  to  manage  and  govern.  Another 
impracticable  maxim  of  Yak-strot  was  the 
abolition  of  corruption,  the  ordure  of  which 
is  as  necessary  to  anoint  the  wheels  of  go- 
vernment in  Japan,  as  grease  is  to  smear  the 
axletree  of  a  loaded  wagon.  His  third  im- 
politic (though  not  impracticable)  maxim, 
was  that  of  making  peace  while  the  populace 
were  intoxicated  with  the  steams  of  blood, 
and  elated  with  the  shows  of  triumph.  Bo 
that  as  it  will,  Gio-gio,  attended  by  Y'ak- 
strot,  was  drawing  plans  of  windmills,  when 
orator  Taycho,  opening  the  door,  advanced 
towards  him,  and,  falling  on  his  knees,  ad- 
dressed him  in  these  words  : — "  The  empire 
of  Japan,  magnanimous  prince  !  resembles, 
at  this  instant,  a  benighted  traveller,  who,  by 
the  light  of  the  star  Hesperus  continued  hia 
journey  without  repining,  until  that  glorious 
luminary  setting,  left  him  bewildered  in  dark- 
ness and  consternation :  but  scarce  had  he 
time  to  bewail  his  fate,  when  the  more  glo- 
rious sun,  the  ruler  of  a  fresh  day,  appearing 
on  the  tops  of  the  eastern  hills,  dispelled  his 
terrors  with  the  shades  of  night,  and  filled 
his  soul  with  transports  of  pleasure  and  de- 
light. The  illustrious  Got-hama-baba,  of 
honoured  memory,  is  the  glorious  star  which 
hath  set  on  our  hemisphere.  His  soul,  which 
took  wing  about  two  hours  ago,  is  now  hap- 
pily nestled  in  the  bosom  of  the  blessed 
Bupo  ;  and  you,  my  prince,  are  the  more  glo- 
rious rising  sun,  whose  genial  influence  will 
cheer  the  empire,  and  gladden  the  hearts  of 
your  faithful  Japanese.  I  therefore  hail  your 
succession  to  the  throne,  and  cry  aloud,  Long 
live  the  ever-glorious  Gio-gio,  emperor  of 
the  three  islands  of  Japan."  To  this  saluta- 
tion  the  beast  below  brayed  hoarse  applause  ; 
and  all  present  kissed  the  hand  of  the  new 
emperor,  who,  kneeling  before  his  venerable 
grandame,  craved  her  blessing,  desiring  the 
benefit  of  her  prayers,  that  God  would  make 
liim  a  good  king,  and  establish  his  throne  in 
righteousness.  Then  he  ascended  his  chariot, 
accompanied  by  the  orator  and  his  beloved 
Yak-strot,  and,  proceeding  to  the  palace  of 
Meaco,  was  proclaimed  with  the  usual  cere- 
monies, his  relation  the  fatzman  and  other 
princes  of  the  blood  assistingon  this  occasion 
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riie  liri^t  step  ho  look  after  his  elevation, 
<.^as  to  pubiisii  a  decree,  or  ratlior  exhortation, 
'o  Honour  reliijion  and  tlio  boiizas  :  and  this 
was  no  impolitic  expedient;  for  it  firmly  at- 
tached that  numerous  and  powerfid  tribe  to 
liis  interest.  His  next  measures  did  not  seem 
to  be  directed  by  the  same  spirit  of  discretion. 
He  admitted  a  parcel  of  raw  buys,  and  even 
some  individuals  of  the  faction  of  Shi-tilk. 
tims-heit  into  his  council ;  and  tliouoh  Tayclio 
still  continued  to  manage  the  reins  of  ad- 
ministration, Yalv-strot  was  associated  with 
him  in  oiiice,  to  the  great  scandal  and  dis- 
satisfaction of  the  rsiphonites,  wlio  hate  all 
the  Ximians  with  a  mixture  of  jealousy  and 
contempt. 

Fika-kaka  was  not  the  last  who  paid  his 
respects  to  his  new  sovereign,  by  whom  he 
was  graciously  received,  although  he  did  not 
seem  quite  satisfied  ;  because,  when  he  pre- 
sented himself  in  his  usual  attitude,  he  had 
not  received  the  kick  of  approbation.  New 
reigns,  new  customs :  this  dairo  never 
dreamed  of  kicking  those  whom  he  delighted 
to  honour.  It  was  a  secret  of  state  whicli 
had  not  yet  come  to  his  knowledge ;  and 
Yak-strot  had  always  assured  him,  that  kick- 
inglhe  breech  always  and  everywhere  implied 
disgrace,  as  kicking  the  parts  before  betokens 
ungovernable  passion.  Yak-strot,  however, 
in  this  particular  seems  to  have  been  too 
contined  in  his  notions  of  the  etiquette. ;  for  it 
had  been  tiie  custom  time  immemorial  for  the 
dairos  of  Japan  to  kick  their  favourites  and 
prime  ministers.  Besides,  there  are  at  this 
(lay  different  sorts  of  kicks  used  even  in  Eng- 
land, without  occasioning  any  dishonour  to 
the  kickee.^  It  is  sometimes  a  misfortune  to 
be  kicked  out  of  place,  but  no  dishonour.  A 
man  is  often  kicked  up  in  the  way  of  prefer- 
ment, in  order  that  his  place  may  be  given  to 
a  person  of  more  interest.  Then  there  is  the 
amorous  kick,  called  kick'um-jenmj,  which 
every  gallant  undergoes  with  pleasure :  lience 
the  old  English  appellation  of  kick.sy-wicksij, 
bestowed  on  a  wanton  leman  who  knew  all 
her  paces.  As  for  the  familiar  kick,  it  is  no 
other  than  a  mark  of  friendship;  nor  is  it 
more  dishonourable  to  be  cutied  and  cudgelled. 
Every  body  kncfws  that  the  alapa,  or  box  o' 
the  ear,  among  the  Romans,  was  a  particular 
mark  of  favour  by  which  their  slaves  were 
made  free  :  and  the  favourite  gladiator,  when 
he  obtained  his  dismission  from  the  service, 
was  honoured  with  a  sound  cudgelling;  this 
being  the  true  meaning  of  the  phrase  rude 
donatus.  In  the  times  of  chivalry,  the  knight, 
wlion  dubbed,  was  well  thwacked  across  the 
shoulders  by  his  godfather  in  arms.  Indeed, 
dubbing  is  no  other  than  a  corruption  of 
drubbing.  It  was  the  custom  formerly  here 
and  elsewhere,  for  a  man  to  drub  his  son  or 
apprentice  as  a  mark  of  his  freedom,  and  of 
ni.s  being  admitted  to  the  exercise  of  arms. 
The  Paraschistes,  who  practised  embalming 
in  Egypt,  which  was  counted  a  very  honour- 


able profession,  was  aKvays  severe  y  drubbed 
after  the  operation,  by  the  friends  and  rela- 
tions of  the  defunct ;  and  to  this  day,  the 
patriarch  of  the  Greeks  once  a-year,  on  Easter 
eve,  when  he  carries  out  the  sacred  fire  from 
the  holy  sepulchre  of  Jerusalem,  is  Jieartily 
cudgelled  by  the  infidels,  a  certain  number 
of  whom  he  hires  for  that  purpose;  and  he 
thinks  liimself  very  unhappy  and  much  dis- 
graced, if  he  is  not  beaten  into  all  the  colours 
of  the  rainbow.  You  know  the  qiiakers  of 
this  country  think  it  no  dishonour  to  receive 
a  slap-o'-the  face  ;  but  when  you  smite  them 
on  one  cheek,  they  present  tlie  other,  that  it 
may  have  the  same  salutation.  The  vener- 
able father  Lactantius  falls  out  with  Cicero 
fur  saying, — "  A  good  man  hurts  nobody  un- 
less he  is  justly  provoked  ;"  nisi  lacessitur 
injuria.  "  O,"  cries  the  good  father,  "  quam 
simplicem  veramque,  senlentiam  duorum 
verborum  adjectione  corrupit ! — non  minus 
enim  jnuli  est,  referre  injuriam,  quam 
inferre.'"  The  great  philosopher  Socrates 
thought  it  no  disgrace  to  be  kicked  by  his 
wife  Xantippo  ;  nay,  he  is  said  to  have  under- 
gone the  same  discipline  from  other  people 
without  making  the  least  resistance  :  it  being 
his  opinion  that  it  was  mure  courageous, 
consequently  more  honourable,  to  bear  a 
drubbing  patiently,  than  to  attempt  any  thing 
either  in  the  way  of  self-defence  or  retal'ia- 
tion.  The  judicious  and  learned  Puffendorf, 
in  his  book  De  Jure  Gentium  et  Naturale, 
declares  that  a  man's  honour  is  not  so  fragile 
as  to  be  hurt  either  by  a  box  on  the  ear  or  a 
kick  on  the  breech,  otherwise  it  would  be  in 
the  power  of  every  saucy  fellow  to  diminish 
or  infringe  it.  It  must  be  owned,  indeed, 
Grotius,  De  Jure  Belli  et  Pads,  says,  that 
charity  does  not  of  itself  require  our  patiently 
suffering  such  an  afTront.  The  English  iiave, 
with  a  most  servile  imitation,  borrowed  their 
punto,  as  well  as  other  modes,  from  the 
French  nation.  Now,  kicking  and  cuffing 
were  counted  infamous  among  those  people 
for  these  reasons  :  a  box  on  the  ear  destroys 
the  whole  economy  of  their  frisure,  upon 
which  they  bestow  the  greatest  part  of  their 
time  and  attention  ;  and  a  kick  on  the  breech 
is  attended  with  great  pain  and  danger,  as 
they  are  generally  subject  to  the  piles.  This 
is  so  truly  the  case,  that  they  have  no  leas 
than  two  saints  to  patronize  and  protect  the 
individuals  afiected  with  this  disease.  One 
is  St  Fiacre,  who  was  a  native  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland.  He  presides  over  the  blind 
piles.  The  other  is  a  female  saint,  HcBmorr- 
hoissa,  and  she  comforts  those  who  are  dis- 
tressed with  the  bleeding  piles.  No  wonder 
therefore,  that  a  Frenchman  put  to  the  tor 
ture  by  a  kick  on  those  tender  parts  should 
be  j)rovoked  to  vengeance ;  and  that  this 
vengeance  should  gradually  becciiie  an  article 
in  their  system  of  punctilio. 

But  to  return  to  the  thread  of  my  narr?v- 
tior.     Whatever   inclination  the  dairo  ani 
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Yak-strot  had  to  restore  the  blessings  of 
peace,  they  did  not  thinit  proper  as  yet  to 
combat  the  disposition  and  schemes  of  orator 
Taycho  ;  in  consequence  of  whose  remon- 
strances, the  tributary  treaty  was  immediately 
renewed  with  Brut-an-tiffi,  and  Gio-gio 
declared  in  the  assembly  of  the  people,  that 
he  was  determined  to  support  that  illustrious 
ally,  and  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour.  By 
this  time  the  Chinese  were  in  a  manner 
e.xpelled  from  their  chief  settlements  in 
Fatsissio,  where  they  now  retained  nothing 
but  an  inconsiderable  colony,  which  would 
have  submitted  on  the  first  summons  :  but 
this  Taycho  left  as  a  nest-egg  to  produce  a 
new  brood  of  disturbances  to  the  Japanese 
settlements,  that  they  might  not  rust  with  too 
much  peace  and  security.  To  be  plain  with 
•  you.  Peacock,  his  thoughts  were  entirely 
alienated  from  this  Fatsissian  war,  in  which 
the  interest  of  this  country  was  chiefly  con- 
cerned, and  converted  wholly  to  the  continent 
of  Tartary,  where  all  his  cares  centered  in 
schemes  for  the  success  of  his  friend  Brut- 
an-tiffi.  This  freebooter  had  lately  under- 
gone strange  vicissitudes  of  fortune.  He  had 
seen  his  chief  village  possessed  and  plundered 
by  the  enemy ;  but  he  found  means,  by  sur- 
prise, to  beat  up  their  quarters  in  the  begin- 
ning of  winter,  which  always  proved  his  best 
ally,  because  then  the  Mantchonx  Tartars 
were  obliged  to  retire  to  their  own  country, 
at  a  vast  distance  from  the  seat  of  war.  As 
forBron-xi-tic,  who  commanded  the  Japanese 
army  on  that  continent,  he  continued  to  play 
booty  with  the  Chinese  general,  over  whom 
he  was  allowed  to  obtain  some  petty  advan- 
tages, which,  with  the  trophies  won  by  Brut- 
an-tiffi,  were  swelled  up  into  mighty  victories, 
to  increase  the  infatuation  of  the  blatant 
beast.  On  the  other  hand,  Bron-xi-tic 
obliged  the  generals  of  China  with  the  like 
indulgences,  by  now  and  then  sacrificing  a 
detachment  of  his  Japanese  troops,  to  keep 
up  the  spirits  of  that  nation. 

Taycho  had  levied  upon  the  people  of  Japan 
an  immense  sum  of  money  for  the  equipment 
of  a  naval  armament,  the  destination  of  which 
was  kept  a  profound  secret.  Some  politicians 
imagined  it  was  designed  for  the  conquest  of 
Thinqiio,  and  all  the  other  settlements  which 
tlie  Chinese  possessed  in  the  Indian  ocean  : 
others  conjectured  the  mtention  was  to  attack 
the  king  of  Corea,  who  had,  since  the  begin- 
ning of  this  war,  acted  with  a  shameful 
partiality  in  favour  of  the  Emperor  of  China, 
iiis  kinsman  and  ally.     But  the  truth  of  tiie 

.matter  was  this,  Taycho  kept  the  armament 
in  the  harbours  of  Japan,  ready  for  a  descent 

•iiipon  the  coast  of  China,  in  order  to  make  a 
iiiversion  in  favour  of  his  friend  Brut-an-tifil, 
ta  case  he  had  run  any  risk  of  being  op- 
5>res£ed  by  his  enemies.  However,  the  beast 
of  many  heads  havinggrowlod  and  grumbled, 
daring  the  best  part  of  the  summer,  at  the 
^activity  of  this  exne  isive  armament,  it  was 


now  thought  proper  to  send  it  to  sea  in  the 
beginning  of  winter  ;  but  it  was  soon  driven 
back  in  great  distress,  by  contrary  winds  and 
storms  : — and  this  was  all  the  monster  had 
for  its  ten  millions  of  obans. 

While  Taycho  amused  the  mobile  with  this 
winter  expedition,  Yak-strot  resolved  to  plan 
the  scheme  of  economy  which  he  had  pro 
jccted.  He  di-smissed  from  the  dairo's  ser- 
vice abotit  a  dozen  of  cooks  and  scullions ; 
shut  up  one  of  the  kitchens,  after  having  sold 
the  grates  and  irons,  spits  and  saucepans ; 
deprived  the  servants  and  officers  of  the 
household  of  their  breakfast ;  took  away  their 
usual  allowance  of  oil  and  candles ;  retrenched 
their  tables ;  reduced  their  proportion  o^ 
drink  ;  and  persuaded  his  pupil  the  dairo  to 
put  himself  upon  a  diet  of  soup-meagre 
thickened  with  oatmeal.  Li  a  few  days  there 
was  no  smoke  seen  to  ascend  from  the 
kitchens  of  the  palace  ;  or  did  any  fuel,  torch, 
or  taper,  blaze  in  the  chimneys,  courts,  and 
apartments  thereof,  which  now  became  the 
habitation  of  cold,  darkness,  and  hunger. 
Gio-gio  himself,  who  turned  peripatetic  phi- 
losopher, merely  to  keep  himself  in  heat, 
fell  into  a  wash-tub  as  he  groped  his  way  in 
the  dark  through  one  of  the  lower  galleries. 
Two  of  his  body-guards  had  their  whiskers 
gnawed  off  by  the  rats,  as  they  slept  in  his 
anti-chamber  ;  and  their  captain  presented  a 
petition,  declaring,  that  neither  he  nor  his 
men  could  undertake  the  defence  of  his  im- 
perial majesty's  person,  unless  their  former 
allowance  of  provision  should  be  restored. 
They  and  all  the  individuals  of  the  household 
were  not  only  punished  in  their  bellies,  but 
likewise  curtailed  in  their  clothing,  and 
abridged  in  their  stipends.  The  palace  of 
Meaco,  v/hich  used  to  be  the  temple  of  mirth, 
jollity,  and  good  cheer,  was  now  so  dreaiy 
and  deserted,  that  a  certain  wag  fixed  up  a 
ticket  on  the  outward  gate  with  this  inscrip- 
tion : — "  This  tenement  to  let,  the  proprietor 
having  left  off  house-keeping." 

Yak-strot,  however,  was  resolved  to  show, 
that  if  the  new  dairo  retrenched  the  super- 
fluities of  his  domestic  expense,  he  did  not 
act  from  avarice  or  poorness  of  spirit,  inas- 
much as  he  should  now  display  his  liberality 
in  patronising  genius  and  the  arts.  A  gene- 
ral jubilee  was  now  promised  to  all  those  who 
had  distinguished  themselves  by  their  talents 
or  erudition.  The  emissaries  of  Yak-strot 
declared  that  Maecenas  was  but  a  type  of  this 
Ximian  mountaineer,  and  that  he  was  deter 
mined'  to  search  for  merit,  even  in  tlie  thic/'f 
est  shades  of  obscurity.  All  these  resoarcl  es>, 
however,  proved  so  unsuccessful,  that  not 
above  fbiir  or  five  men  of  genius  could  be 
found  in  the  whole  empire  of  Japan,  and  these 
were  gratified  with  pensions  of  about  one 
hundred  obans  each.  One  was  a.secuJarised 
bonza  from  Ximo  :  another  a  malcontent  poet 
of  Niphon  ;  a  third,  a  reformed  comedian  OT 
Xicoco;.  a  fourth,  an  empiric^  who  harf  cut 
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livod  Ills  practice ;  and  a  fifth,  a  decayed 
ipotliecary,  who  was  bard,  quack,  autlior, 
chemist,  phiios»plier,  and  simpler,  by  profess- 
ion. Tlie  whole  of  tiio  expense  arising 
from  tiie  favour  and  protection  {^ranted  by  the 
dairo  to  these  men  of  genius,  did  not  exceed 
seven  or  eight  hundred  obans  per  annum, 
amounting  to  about,  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
Bterling;  wliereas  many  a  private  quo  in 
Japan  expended  more  money  on  a  kennel  of 
hounds.  I  do  not  mention  tliose  men  of 
singular  merit,  wiiom  Yak-strot  fixed  in 
established  places  under  the  government ; 
such  as  arciiitects,  astronomers,  painters, 
physicians,  barbers,  &c.  because  their  salaries 
were  included  in  the  ordinary  expense  of  the 
crown  ;  I  shall  only  observe,  that  a  certain 
person  who  could  not  read  was  appointed 
librarian  to  his  imperial  majesty. 

These  were  all  the  men  of  superlative 
penius  that  Yak-strot  could  find  at  this  period 
m  the  empire  of  Japan. 

Whilst  this  great  patriot  was  thus  cm- 
ployed  in  executing  his  schemes  of  economy 
with  more  zeal  than  discretion,  and  in  pro- 
viding his  poor  relations  with  lucrative  offices 
under  the  government,  a  negociation  for 
peace  was  brought  upon  the  carpet  by  the 
mediation  of  certain  neutral  powers ;  and 
orator  Taycho  arrogated  to  himself  the  pro- 
vince of  discussing  the  several  articles  of  tliis 
treaty.  Upon  this  occasion  he  showed  him- 
self surprisingly  remiss  and  indifferent  in 
whatever  related  to  the  interest  of  Japan, 
particularly  in  regulating  and  fixing  the 
boundaries  of  the  Chinese  and  Japanese 
settlements  in  Fatsissio,  the  uncertainty  of 
which  had  given  rise  to  the  war  :  but  when 
the  business  was  to  determine  the  claims  and 
pretensions  of  his  ally  I3rut-an-tiffi,  on  the 
continent  of  Tartary,  he  appeared  stiff  and 
immoveable  as  mount  Athos.  lie  actually 
broke  off  the  negociation,  because  the  em- 
peror of  China  would  not  engage  to  drive  by 
force  of  arms  the  troops  of  his  ally  the  prin- 
cess of  Ostrog,  from  a  village  or  two  belong- 
ing to  the  Tartarian  freebooter,  who,  by  the 
bye,  had  left  them  defenceless  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  on  purpose  that  his  enemies 
might,  by  taking  possession  of  them,  quicken 
the  resolutions  of  the  dairo  to  send  over  an 
army  for  the  protection  of  Yesso. 

The  court  of  Pekin,  perceiving  that  the 
Japanese  were  rendered  intolerably  insolent 
and  overbearing  by  success,  and  that  an  equi- 
table peace  could  not  be  obtained  while  ora- 
tor Taycho  managed  the  reins  of  government 
at  Meaco,  and  his  friend  Brut-an-tiffi  found 
anything  to  ))lunder  in  Tartary,  resolved  to 
fortify  themselves  with  a  new  alliance.  They 
actually  entered  into  closer  connections  with 
the  king  of  (^orea,  who  was  nearly  related 
to  the  Chinese  emperor,  had  some  old<6cores 
to  settle  with  Japan,  and  because  he  desired 
these  disputes  might  be  amicab  y  compro- 
mised in  the  general  pacification  had  been 
0  I*  Rf»* 


grossly  insulted  LyTay:.ho,  in  the  person  ol 
his  ambassador.  He  had  for  some  time 
dreaded  the  ambition  of  the  Japanese  minis- 
try, wiiich  seemed  to  aim  at  universal  em- 
pire ;  and  he  was,  moreover,  stimulated  by 
this  outrage  to  conclude  a  defensive  alliance 
with  the  emperor  of  China;  a  measure  which 
all  the  caution  of  the  two  courts  could  not 
wholly  conceal  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
Japanese  politicians. 

Meanwhile,    a   dreadful    cloud,    big   v/itli 
ruin  and  disgrace,  seemed  to  gather  round 
the  head  of  Brut-an-tifil.     The  Mantchoux 
Tartars,  sensible  of  tlie   inconvenience  of 
their  distant  situation  from  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, which  rendered  it  impossible  for  them 
to  carry  on   their  operations   vigorously  in 
conjunction  with  Ostrog,  resolved  to  secure 
winter  quarters  in  some  part  of  the  enemy's 
territories,  from  whence  they  should  be  able 
to  take  th-e  field,  and  act  against  him  early 
in  the  spring.     With  this  view  they  besieged 
and  took   a   frontier   fortress    belonging   to 
I5rut-an-tiffi,  situated   upon   a  great   inland 
lake,  which  extended  as  far  as  tiie  capital  of 
the   Mantchoux,  who  were  thus  enabled  to 
send   thither  by  water-carriage  all  sorts  of 
provisions  and  military  stores  for  the  use  of 
their  army,  which  took  up  their  winter  quar- 
ters accordingly  in  and  about  this  new  acqui- 
sition.   It  was  now  that  the  ruin  of  13rut-an- 
tiffi  seemed  inevitable.     Orator  Taycho  saw 
with  horror  the  precipice,  to  the  brink  of 
which  his  dear  ally  was  driven.    Not  thathia 
fears  were  actuated  by  sympathy  or  friend- 
ship.    Such  emotions  had  never  possessed 
the  heart  of  Taycho.     No;  he  trembled  be- 
cause he  saw  his  own  popularity  connected 
with  the  fate  of  the  Tartar.     It  was  the  suc- 
cess and  petty  triumphs  of  this   adventurer 
which  had  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  blatant 
beast,   so  as   to  disorder  its  judgment,   and 
prepare  it  for  the  illusions  of  the  orator  ;  but, 
now  that  Fortune  seemed  ready  to  turn  tail 
to  Brut-an-tilfi,  and  leave  him  a  prey  to  his 
adversaries,  Taycho  knew  the  dispositions 
of  the  monster  so  well  as  to  prognosticate 
that  its  applause  and  affection  would  be  im- 
mediately turned  into  grumbling  and  disgust; 
and  that  he  himself,  who  had  led  it  blindfold 
into  (his  unflirtunatc  connexion,  might   pos- 
sibly fall  a  sacrifice  to  its  resentment,  provid- 
ed he  could  not  immediately  project  some 
scheme  to  divert  its  attention,  and  transfer 
the  blame  from  his  own  shoulders. 

For  this  purpose  he  employed  his  inven- 
tion, and  succeeded  to  his  wish.  Having 
called  a  council  of  the  twenty-eight,  at  which 
the  dairo  assisted  in  person,  he  proposed,  and 
insisted  upon  it,  that  a  strong  squadron  oi' 
fiine should  be  immediately  ordered  to  scour 
the  seas,  and  kidnap  all  the  vessels  and  ships 
belonging  to  the  king  of  Corea,  who  had 
acted  during  the  whole  war  with  the  most 
scandalous  jiartiality  in  favour  of  the  Chinese 
emperor,  and  was  now  so  intimately  connect- 
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ed  with  that  potentate,  by  means  of  a  secret 
alliance,  that  he  oiiglit  to  be  prosecuted  with 
he  same  hostilities  which  the  other  had  se- 
•'crely  felt.  The  whole  council  were  con- 
bunded  at  this  proposal ;  the  dairo  stood 
aghast  :  the  cuboy  trembled  :  Yak-strot 
flared  like  a  skewered  pig.  After  some 
pause,  the  president  Soo-san-sin-o  ventured 
,o  observe,  that  the  measure  seemed  to  be  a 
ittle  abrupt  and  premature  :  that  the  nation 
was  already  engaged  in  a  very  expensive  war, 
which  had  absolutely  drained  it  of  its  wealth, 
and  even  loaded  it  with  enormous  debts  ; 
therefore  little  able  to  sustain  such  additional 
burdens  as  would,  in  all  probability,  be  occa- 
sioned by  a  rupture  with  a  prince  so  rich 
and  powerful.  Gotto-mio  swore  the  land- 
holders were  already  so  impoverished  by  the 
exactions  of  Taycho,  that  he  himself,  ere 
long,  should  be  obliged  to  come  upon  the 
parish.  Fika-kaka  got  up  to  speak,  but 
could  only  cackle.  Sti-phi-rum-poo  was  for 
proceeding  in  form  by  citation.  Nin-kom- 
poo-po  declared  he  had  good  intelligence  of 
a  fleet  of  merchant  ships  belonging  to  Corea, 
iaden  with  treasure,  who  were  then  on  their 
return  from  the  Indian  isles  :  and  he  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  they  should  be  way-laid 
and  brought  into  the  harbors  of  Japan  ;  not 
by  way  of  declaring  war,  but  only  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  money's  going  into  the 
coffers  of  the  Chinese  emperor.  Fok-si-roku 
started  two  objections  to  this  expedient ; 
first,  the  uncertainty  of  falling  in  with  the 
Corean  fleet  at  sea,  alleging,  as  an  instance, 
the  disappointment  and  miscarriage  of  the 
squadron  which  the  sey-seo-gun  had  sent  some 
years  ago  to  intercept  the  Chinese  fune  on 
the  coast  of  Fatsissio  ;  secondly,  the  loss 
and  hardship  it  would  be  to  many  subjects  of 
Japan  who  dealt  in  commerce,  and  had  great 
sums  embarked  in  those  very  Corean  bot- 
toms. Indeed  Fok-si-roku  himself  was  inter- 
ested  in  this  very  commerce.  The  fatzman 
sat  silent.  Yak-strot,  who  had  some  romantic 
notions  of  honour  and  honesty,  represented 
that  the  nation  had  already  incurred  the 
censure  of  all  its  neighbours,  by  seizing  the 
merchant  ships  of  Ciiina,  without  any  pre- 
vious declaration  of  war  ;  that  the  law  of  na- 
ture and  nations,  confirmed  by  repeated 
treaties,  prescribed  a  more  honourable  method 
of  proceeding,  than  that  of  plundering,  like 
robbers,  the  ships  of  pacific  merciiants,  who 
trade  on  the  faith  of  sucii  laws  and  treaties  ; 
he  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that  if  the  king 
of  Corea  had  in  any  shape  deviated  from  the 
neutrality  which  he  professed,  satisfaction 
bhouli  be  demanded  in  the  usual  form  ;  and 
when  that  should  be  refused,  it  might  be 
found  necessary  to  proceed  to  compiilsive 
measures.  The  dairo  acquiesced  in  this  ad- 
vice, and  assured  Taycho  that  an  ambassa- 
dor should  be  forthwith  dispatched  to  Corea, 
with  instructions  to  demand  an  immediate 
and  satisfactory  explo  lation  of  tha  :  prince's 


conduct  and  designs  with  regard  to  the  em 
pire  of  Japan. 

This  regular  method  of  practice  would  bv 
no  means  suit  the  purposes  of  Taycho,  who 
rejected  it  with  great  insolence  and  disdain. 
He  bit  his  thumb  at  the  president ;  forked 
out  his  fingers  on  his  forehead  at  Gotto-mio ; 
wagged  his  under  jaw  at  the  cuboy ;  snapt 
his  fingers  at  Sti-phi-rum-poo;  grinned  at 
the  sey-seo-gun;  made  the  sign  of  the  cross 
or  gallows  to  Fok-si-roku;  then  turning  to 
Yak-strot,  he  clapped  his  thumbs  in  his  ears, 
and  began  to  bray  like  an  ass ;  finally,  pull- 
ing out  the  badge  of  his  office,  he  threw  it  at 
the  dairo,  who  in  vain  entreated  him  to  be 
pacified;  and  wheeling  to  the  right  about, 
stalked  away,  slapping  the  flat  of  his  hand 
upon  a  certain  part  that  shall  be  nameless. 
He  was  followed  by  his  kinsman  the  quo 
Lob-kob,  who  worshipped  him  with  the  most 
humble  adoration.  He  now  imitated  this 
great  original  in  the  signal  from  behind  at 
parting,  and  in  him  it  was  attended  by  a 
rumbling  sound  ;  but  whether  this  was  the  ef- 
fect of  contempt  or  compunction,  I  could 
never  learn. 

Taycho  having  thus  carried  his  point, 
which  was  to  have  a  pretence  for  quitting 
the  reins  of  government,  made  his  next  ap- 
peal to  the  blatant  beast.  He  reminded  the 
many-headed  monster  of  the  uninterrupted 
success  which  had  attended  his  administra 
tion  ;  of  his  having  supported  the  glorious 
Brut-an-tiffi,  the  great  bulwark  of  the  reli- 
gion of  Bupo,  who  had  kept  the  common  ene- 
my at  bay,  and  filled  all  Asia  with  the  fame 
of  his  victories.  He  told  them,  that,  for  his 
own  part,  he  pretended  to  have  subdued  Fat- 
sissio  in  the  heart  of  Tartary  ;  that  he  des- 
pised honours,  and  had  still  a  greater  con- 
tempt for  riches;  and  that  all  his  endeavours 
had  been  solely  exerted  for  the  good  of  his 
country,  which  was  now  brought  to  the  veiy 
verge  of  destruction.  He  then  gave  the  beast 
to  understand  that  he  had  formed  a  scheme 
against  the  king  of  Corea,  which  would  not 
only  have  disabled  that  monarch  from  exe- 
cuting his  hostile  intentions  with  respect  to 
Japan,  but  also  have  indemnified  the  nation 
for  the  whole  expense  of  the  war;  but  that 
his  proposal  having  been  rejected  by  the 
council  of  twenty-eight,  who  were  influenced 
by  Yak-strot,  a  Ximian  mountaineer,  with- 
out spirit  or  understanding,  he  had  resigned 
his  office  with  intention  to  retire  to  some  sol- 
itude, where  he  should  in  silence  deplore  the 
misfortunes  of  his  countr, ,  and  the  ruin  of 
the  Buponian  religion,  which  must  fail  ol 
course  with  its  great  protector  Erut-an-tiffi, 
whom  he  foresaw  the  new  ministry  would 
immediatety  abandon. 

This  address  threw  Legion  into  such  a 
quandtwy,  that  it  rolled  itself  in  the  dirt,  and 
yelled  hideously.  Meanwhile  the  orator  re- 
treating to  a  cell  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Meaco,  hired  the  common  crier  to  go  round 
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Jie  slrceis,  and  proclaim  that  Taycho,  beinir 
no  longer  in  a  condition  to  aflbrd  any  tiling 
uut  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  would  by 
[luhiic  sale  dispose  of  his  ambling  miilo  and 
furniture,  together  with  an  ermined  robe  of 
his  wife,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  kitchen 
utensils.  At  tiiis  time  he  was  well  known 
to  be  worth  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  gold 
Goans  ;  nevertheless,  the  mobile  di;^charging 
this  circumstance  entirely  from  their  retlec- 
tion,  attended  to  nothing  but  tlie  object  wiiicli 
the  orator  was  i)leascd  to  present.  They 
thought  it  was  a  piteous  case,  and  a  great 
scandal  upon  the  government,  that  such  a 
patriot,  who  had  saved  the  nation  from  ruin 
and  disgrace,  should  be  reduced  to  the  cruel 
nncessity  of  selling  his  mule  and  his  house- 
liold  furniture.  Accordingly  they  raised  a 
clamour  tliat  soon  rung  in  the  ears  of  Gio- 
gio  and  his  favourite. 

It  was  supposed  that  Mura-clami  suggested 
on  this  occasi(m  to  his  countryman  Yak-strot 
the  hint  of  ofl'ering  a  pension  to  Taycho,  by 
way  of  remuneration  for  his  past  services. 
"If  he  refuses  it,"  said  he,  "the  offer  will 
at  least  reflect  some  credit  upon  the  dairo 
and  the  administration;  but  should  he  accept 
of  it,  which  is  much  more  likely,  it  will 
either  stop  his  moutli  entirely,  or  expose 
him  to  the  censure  of  the  people,  who  now 
adore  him  as  a  mirror  of  disinterested  in- 
tegrity. The  advice  was  instantly  complied 
with :  the  dairo  signed  a  patent  for  a  very 
ample  pension  to  Taycho  and  jjis  heirs ; 
vvliich  patent  Yak-strot  delivered  to  him  next 
day  at  his  cell  in  the  country.  This  miracle 
of  patriotism  received  the  bounty  as  a  turn- 
pike-man receives  tiie  toll,  and  tiien  slapped 
his  door  full  in  tlio  face  of  the  favourite;  yet 
nothing  of  what  Mura-clami  had  prognosti- 
cated came  to  pnss.  The  many-tailed  mon- 
ster, far  from  calling  in  question  the  orator's 
disinterestedness,  considered  his  acceptance 
of  the  pension  as  a  proof  of  his  moderation, 
in  receiving  such  a  trifling  reward  for  the 
great  services  ho  had  done  his  country  ;  and 
the  generosity  of  the  dairo,  instead  of  e.x- 
citing  the  least  emotion  of  gratitude  in  Tay- 
cho's  own  breast,  acted  only  as  a  golden  key 
to  unlock  all  the  sluices  of  his  virulence  and 
abuse. 

These,  however,  he  kept  within  bounds 
until  he  should  see  what  would  be  the  fate 
of  Brut-an-tiffi,  who  now  seemed  to  be  in 
the  condition  of  a  criminal  at  the  foot  of  tiie 
ladder.  In  this  dilemma  he  obtained  a  very 
unexpected  reprieve.  Before  the  army  of 
the  Mantchou.x  could  take  the  least  advan- 
tage of  the  settlement  they  had  made  on  his 
frontiers,  their  empress  died,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  weak  prince,  who  no  sooner 
ascended  the  throne  than  he  struck  up  a 
peace  with  the  Tartar  freebooter,  and  even 
ordered  his  troops  to  join  him  against  the 
Ostrog,  to  A'hom  tiiey  had  hitherto  acted  as 
mixiliaries      Such  an  accession  of  strength 


wojld  have  cast  the  balance  greatly  in  hiai 
favour,  had  not  Providence  once  more  inter- 
posed, and  brought  matters  again  to  an  equi- 
librium. 

Tayclio  no  sooner  perceived  his  ally  thus 
unexpectedly  delivered  from  the  dangers  tiiat 
surrounded  iiim,  than  he  began  to  repent  of 
his  own  resignation  ;  and  resolved  once  mora 
to  force  his  way  to  the  helm,  by  the  same 
means  he  had  so  successfully  used  before, 
lie  was,  indeed,  of  such  a  turbulent  disposi- 
tion as  could  not  relish  the  repose  of  private 
life,  and  his  spirit  so  corrosive,  that  it  would 
have  preyed  upon  himself,  if  he  could  not 
have  found  external  food  for  it  to  devour. 
He  therefore  began  to  prepare  his  engines, 
and  provide  proper  emissaries,  to  bespatter 
and  raise  a  hue-and-cry  against  Yak-strot  at 
a  convenient  season  ;  not  doubting  but  an 
occasion  would  soon  present  itself,  consider- 
ing the  temper,  inexperience,  and  prejudices 
of  this  Xiniian  politician,  together  with  the 
pacitic  system  he  had  adopted  so  contrary 
to  the  present  spirit  of  the  blatant  beast. 

In  these  preparations  he  was  much  com- 
forted and  assisted  by  his  kinsman  and  pupil 
Lob-kob,  who  entered  into  his  measures  with 
surprising  zeal;  and  had  the  good  luck  to 
light  on  such  instruments  as  were  admirably 
suited  to  the  work  in  hand.  Yak-strot  was 
extremely  pleased  at  the  secession  of  Tay 
cho,  who  had  been  a  very  troublesome  col- 
league to  him  in  the  administration,  and  ran 
counter  to  all  the  schemes  he  had  projected 
for  the  good  of  the  empire.  He  now  found 
himself  at  liberty  to  follow  Ins  own  inven- 
tions, and  being  naturally  an  enthusiast,  be- 
lieved himself  born  to  be  the  saviour  of  Japan. 
Some  efforts,  however,  he  made  to  acquire 
popularity  proved  fruitless.  Perceiving  the 
people  were,  by  the  orator's  instigations, 
exasperated  against  the  king  of  Corea,  he 
sent  a  peremptory  message  to  that  prince, 
demanding  a  categorical  answer ;  and  this 
being  denied,  declared  war  against  him, 
according  to  the  practice  of  all  civilized  na- 
tions ;  but  even  this  measure  failed  of  obtain- 
ing that  approbation  for  which  it  was  taken. 
The  monster,  tutored  by  Taycho  and  his 
ministers,  exclaimed,  that  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity  was  lost,  inasmuch  as,  during  the 
observance  of  those  useless  forms,  the  trea- 
sures of  Corea  were  safely  brought  home  to 
that  kingdom ;  treasures  which,  had  they 
been  interrupted  by  the  fune  of  Ja])an,  would 
have  paid  off  the  debts  of  tlie  nation,  and 
enabled  the  inhabitants  of  Meaco  to  pave 
their  streets  with  silver.  By  the  bye,  this 
treasure  existed  nowiiero  but  in  the  fiction 
of  Taycho,  and  the  imagination  of  the  blatant 
beast,  which  never  attempted  to  use  the  evi- 
dence  of  sense  or  reason  to  examine  any 
assertion,  how  absurd  and  improbable  soover 
it  might  be,  which  proceeded  from  the  mouth 
of '  the  orator. 

Y'ak-strot  having  now  taken  upon  hnnsel/ 
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Uie  task  of  steering  the  political  bark,  re- 
solved to  show  the  Japanese  that,  although 
be  recommended  peace,  he  was  as  well  qua- 
lified as  his  predecessor  for  conducting  the 
war.  He,  therefore,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  fatzman,  projected  three  naval  enter- 
prizes  :  the  first  against  Thin-quo,  the  con- 
quest of  which  had  been  unsuccessfully  at- 
tempted by  Taycho  ;  the  second  was  destined 
for  the  reduction  of  Fan-yah,  one  of  the  most 
considerable  settlements  belonging  to  the 
king  of  Corea,  in  the  Indian  ocean  ;  and  the 
third  armament  was  sent  to  plunder  and  de- 
stroy a  flourishing  colony  called  Lli-nam, 
which  the  same  prince  liad  established  al- 
most as  far  to  the  southward  as  the  Terra 
Australis  Incognita.  Now,  the  only  merit 
which  either  Yak-strot,  or  any  other  minis- 
ter, could  justly  claim  from  the  success  of 
such  expeditions,  is  tiiat  of  adopting  the  most 
feasible  of  those  schemes  which  are  presented 
by  different  projectors,  and  of  appointing 
such  commanders  as  are  capable  of  conduct- 
mg  them  with  vigour  and  sagacity. 

The  next  step  which  the  favourite  took, 
was  to  provide  a  help-mate  for  the  young 
dairo  ;  and  a  certain  Tartar  princess,  of  the 
religion  of  Bupo,  being  pitched  upon  for  this 
purpose,  was  formally  demanded,  brought 
over  to  Niphon,  espoused  by  Gio-gio,  and 
installed  empress,  with  the  usual  solemnities. 
But,  lest  the  choice  of  a  Tartarian  princess 
should  subject  the  dairo  to  the  imputation  of 
inheriting  his  predecessor's  predilection  for 
the  land  of  Yesso,  which  had  given  such 
sensible  umbrage  to  all  the  sensible  Japanese 
who  made  use  of  their  own  reason,  he  deter- 
mined to  detach  his  master  gradually  from 
tliose  continental  connexions,  which  had 
been  the  source  of  such  enormous  expense, 
and  such  continual  vexation  to  the  empire 
of  Japan.  In  these  sentiments,  he  withheld 
the  annual  tribute  which  had  been  lately  paid 
to  Brut-an-tiffi ;  by  which  means  he  saved  a 
very  considerable  sum  to  the  nation,  and,  at 
the  same  time  rescued  it  from  the  infamy  of 
such  a  disgraceful  imposition.  He  expected 
the  thanks  of  the  public  for  this  exertion  of 
his  influence  in  favour  of  his  country  ;  but  he 
reckoned  without  his  host.  What  lie  flatter- 
ed himself  would  yield  him  an  abundant  har- 
vest of  honour  and  applause,  produced  no- 
thing but  odium  and  reproach,  as  we  shall 
eee  in  the  sequel. 

These  measures,  pursued  with  an  eye  to 
the  advantage  of  the  public,  which  seemed 
lo  argue  a  considerable  share  of  spirit  and 
capaci'y  were  strangely  chequered  with 
others  of  a  more  domestic  nature,  which  sa- 
voured strongly  of  childish  vanity,  rash  am- 
bition, littleness  of  rnind,  and  lack  of  under- 
standing. He  purchased  a  vast  wardrobe  of 
tawdry  clothes,  and  fluttered  in  all  the  finery 
of  Japan:  he  prevailed  upon  his  master  to 
vest  him  with  the  badges  and  trappings  of 
all  the  honorary  institutiong  of  the  empire. 


although  this  multiplication  of  orders  in  the 
person  of  one  man  was  altogether  without 
precedent  or  prescription.  This  was  only 
setting  himself  up  as  the  more  consDicuoug 
mark  for  envy  and  detraction. 

Not  contented  with  engrossing  the  per- 
sonal favour  and  confidence  of  his  sovereign, 
and,  in  effect,  directing  the  whole  machine 
of  government,  he  thought  his  fortune  still 
imperfect,  while  the  treasure  of  the  empire 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  cuboy,  ena- 
bling that  minister  to  maintain  a  very  exten- 
sive influence,  which  might  one  day  interfere 
with  his  own.  He  therefore  employed  all 
his  invention,  together  with  that  of  hie 
friends,  to  find  out  some  specious  prfetext  for 
removing  the  old  cuboy  from  his  office ;  and 
in  a  little  time  accident  afforded  what  all 
their  intrigues  had  not  been  able  to  procure. 

Ever  since  the  demise  of  Got-hama-baba, 
poor  Fika-kaka  had  been  subject  to  a  new 
set  of  vagaries.  The  death  of  his  old  master 
gave  him  a  rude  shock :  then  the  new  dairc 
encroached  upon  his  province,  by  preferring  a 
bonza  without  his  consent  or  knowledge : 
finally,  he  was  prevented,  by  the  express  or- 
der of  Gio-gio  from  touching  a  certain  sum 
out  of  the  treasury,  which  he  had  been  ac- 
customed to  throw  out  of  his  windows  at 
stated  periods,  in  order  to  keep  up  an  inter- 
est among  the  dregs  of  the  people.  All  these 
mortifications  had  an  effect  upon  the  weak 
brain  of  the  cuboy.  He  began  to  loathe  his 
usual  food,  and  sometimes  even  declined 
showing  himself  to  the  bonzas  at  his  levee  , 
symptoms  that  alarmed  all  his  friends  and 
dependents.  Instead  of  frequenting  the  as. 
semblies  of  the  great,  he  now  attended  as- 
siduously to  all  groanings  and  christenings, 
grew  extremely  fond  of  caudle,  and  held  con- 
ferences with  practitioners,  both  male  and 
female,  in  the  art  of  midwifery.  When  bu- 
siness or  ceremony  obliged  him  to  visit  any 
of  the  quos  or  quanbukus  of  Meaco,  he,  by  a 
surprising  instinct,  ran  directly  to  the  nurse- 
ry, where,  if  there  happened  to  be  a  child  in 
the  cradle,  he  took  it  up,  and,  if  it  was  foul^ 
wiped  it  with  great  care  and  seeming  satis- 
fiiction.  He,  moreover,  learned  of  the  good 
women  to  sing  lullabies,  and  practised  them 
with  uncommon  success  :  but  the  most  ex- 
travagant of  all  his  whims  was  what  he  ex- 
hibited one  day  in  his  own  court-yard.  Ob- 
serving a  nest  with  some  eggs,  which  the 
goose  had  quitted,  he  forthwith  dropped  his 
trowsers,  and,  squatting  down  in  the  attitude 
of  incubation,  began  to  stretch  out  his  neck, 
to  hiss  and  to  cackle,  as  if  he  had  been  really 
metamorphosed  into  the  animal  whose  place 
he  now  supplied. 

It  was  on  the  back  of  this  adventure  that 
one  of  the  bonzas,  as  prying,  and  as  great  a 
gossip,  as  the  barber  of  Midas,  in  paying  his 
morning  worship  to  the  cuboy's  posteriors, 
spied  something,  or  rather  nothing,  and  was 
exceedingly  affrighted.     He  communicated 
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bis  discovery  and  apprehension  to  divers 
other  of  the  cloth  ;  and  tliey  were  all  of  opin- 
ion that  some  ed'eclual  inqnisition  siiould  be 
held  on  this  phenomenon,  lest  the  clergy  of 
Japan  should  hereaflcr  bo  scandalized,  as 
having  knowingly  kissed  tlic  breech  of  an  old 
woman,  perhaps  a  monster  or  a  magician. 
Information  was  accordingly  made  to  the 
daira,  who  gave  orders  for  immediate  inspec- 
tion ;  and  Fika-kaka  was  formally  examined 
by  a  jury  of  matrons.  Whellicr  these  were 
actuated  by  undue  influence,  I  shall  not  at 
present  explain  ;  certain  it  is,  they  found  their 
verdict,  tlie  cuboy  non  mas  ;  and,  among  otiier 
evidences  produced  to  attest  his  metamor- 
phosis, a  certain  Ximian,  who  preten(hd  to 
!mve  the  second  sight,  made  oath  that  he 
had  one  evening  seen  the  said  Fika-kaka  in 
a  female  dress,  riding  through  the  air  on  a 
broomstick.  The  unhappy  cuboy  being  thus 
convicted,  was  divested  of  Ids  office,  and  con- 
tiiied  to  his  palace  in  the  country  ;  while  Gio- 
^io,  by  the  advice  of  his  favourite,  published 
a  proclamation,  declaring  it  was  not  for  the 
honour  of  Japan  that  her  treasury  should  be 
managed  either  by  a  witch  or  an  old  woman. 
Fika-kaka  being  thus  removed,  Yak-strot 
was  appointed  treasurer  and  cuboy  in  his 
place,  and  now  ruled  the  roast  with  uncon- 
trolled authority.  On  the  very  threshold  of 
his  greatness,  however,  he  made  a  false  step, 
which  was  one  cause  of  his  tottering  during 
llie  whole  sequel  of  his  administration.  In 
order  to  refute  the  calumnies  and  defeat  the 
intrigues  of  Taycho  in  the  assemblies  of  the 
people,  he  chose,  as  an  associate  in  the 
ministry,  Fok-si-roku,  who  was  at  that  in- 
stant the  most  unpopular  man  in  the  wliole 
empire  of  Japan  ;  and,  at  the  instigation  of 
tiiis  colleague,  deprived  of  bread  a  great 
number  of  poor  families,  who  subsisted  on 
petty  places  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
them  by  the  former  cuboy.  Those  were  so 
many  mouths  opened  to  augment  the  clamour 
against  his  own  person  and  administration. 

It  might  be  imagined,  that  while  he  thus 
set  one  part  of  the  nation  at  defiance,  he 
would  endeavour  to  cultivate  the  other;  and, 
m  particular,  strive  to  conciliate  the  good 
will  of  the  nobility,  who  did  not  see  his  ex- 
altation without  umbrage.  But,  instead  of 
ingratiating  himself  with  them  by  a  liberal 
turn  of  demeanour ;  by  treating  them  with 
frankness  and  affability  ;  granting  them  fa- 
vours with  a  good  grace  ;  making  entertain- 
ments for  them  at  his  palace  ;  and  mixing  in 
their  social  parlies  of  pleasure  ; — Yak-strot 
always  appeared  on  the  reserve,  and,  under 
all  his  finery,  continually  wore  a  doublet  of 
buckram,  which  gave  an  air  of  stiffness  and 
constraint  to  his  whole  behaviour.  He  stu- 
died postures,  and,  in  giving  audience,  gene- 
rally stooJ  in  the  attitude  of  the  idol  Fo  ;  so 
that  he  sometimes  was  mistaken  for  an  image 
of  stone.  He  formed  a  scale  of  gesticula- 
ion  m  a  great  var'ety  of  divisions,  compre- 


hending the  slightest  inclinatioi  of  the  head, 
the  front-nod,  the  side  nod,  the  bow,  the 
half,  the  semi-demi-bow,  with  the  shutttc,  the 
slide,  the  circular,  semicircular,  and  quad- 
rant sweep  of  the  right  foot.  With  equal 
care  and  precision  did  he  model  tiic  economy 
of  his  looks  into  the  divisions  and  subdivi- 
sions of  the  full  stare,  the  side  glance,  the 
pensive  look,  the  pouting  look,  the  gay  .ook, 
the  vacant  look,  and  tiie  stolid  look.  To 
these  different  expressions  of  the  eye  he 
suited  the  corresponding  features  of  the  nose 
and  mouth  ;  such  as  the  wrinkled  nose,  the 
retorted  nose,  the  sneer,  the  grin,  the  simper, 
and  tlie  smile.  All  these  postures  and  gt's- 
ticulalions  he  practised  and  distributed  occa- 
sionally,  according  to  the  ditTerence  of  rank 
and  importance  of  the  various  individuals 
with  whom  he  had  communication. 

But  these  affected  airs  being  assumed  iv 
despite  of  nature,  he  appeared  as  awkwarc 
as  a  native  of  Angola,  when  he  is  first  ham- 
pered with  clothes,  or  a  Highlander  obliged 
by  act  of  parliament  to  wear  breeches.  In- 
deed, the  distance  observed  by  Yak-strot  in 
his  behaviour  to  the  nobles  of  Niphon,  waa 
imputed  to  his  being  conscious  of  a  sulphu- 
rous smell  which  came  from  his  own  body ; 
so  that  greater  familiarity  on  his  side  might 
have  bred  contempt.  He  took  delight  in  no 
other  conversation  but  that  of  two  or  three 
obscure  Ximians,  his  companions  and  coun- 
sellers,  with  whom  he  spent  all  his  leisure 
time,  in  conferences  upon  politics,  patriotism, 
philosophy,  and  the  belles  letters.  Those 
were  tjje  oracles  he  consulted  in  all  the  emer- 
gencies of  state  ;  and  with  these  he  spent 
many  an  attic  evening. 

The  gods,  not  yet  tired  of  sporting  with 
the  farce  of  Imman  government,  were  still 
resolved  to  show  by  what  inconsiderable 
springs  a  mighty  empire  may  be  moved.  The 
new  cuboy  was  vastly  well  disposed  to  make 
his  Ximian  favourites  great  men.  It  was  in 
his  power  to  bestow  places  and  pensions  up- 
on them  ;  but  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  give 
them  consequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 
The  administration  of  Yak-strot  could  not 
fail  of  being  propitious  to  his  own  family  and 
poor  relations,  who  were  very  numerous. 
Their  naked  backs  and  hungry  bellies  were 
now  clotiied  with  the  richest  stuffs,  and  fed 
with  the  fat  things  of  Japan.  Every  depart, 
ment,  civil  and  military,  was  filled  with  Xi- 
mians.  Those  islanders  came  over  in  shoala 
to  Niphon,  and  swarmed  in  the  streets  of 
Meaco,  where  they  were  easily  distinguished 
by  their  lank  sides,  gaunt  looks,  lanthorn 
jaws,  and  long  sharp  teeth.  There  was  a 
fatality  that  attended  the  whole  conduct  of 
this  unfortunate  cuboy.  His  very  partiality 
to  his  own  countrymen  brought  upon  him  at 
last  the  curses  of  his  whole  clan. 

Mr  Orator  Taycho  and  his  kinsman  Lob. 
kob  were  not  idle  in  the  mean  time.  Thev 
provided  their  emissaries,  and  primed  all  th?jr 
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engines.  Their  understrappers  filled  every 
corner  of  Meaco  with  rumours,  jealousies, 
and  suspicions.  Yak-strot  was  represented 
as  a  statesman  without  discernment,  a  minis- 
ter without  knowledge,  and  a  man  without 
humanity.  He  v/as  taxed  with  insupportable 
pride,  indiscretion,  pusillanimity,  rapacity, 
partiality,  and  breach  of  faith.  Itv/as  affirmed 
that  he  had  dishonoured  the  nation,  and  en- 
dangered tlie  very  existence  of  the  Buponian 
religion,  in  withdrawing  the  annual  subsidy 
from  the  great  Brut-an-tiffi:  that  he  wanted 
to  starve  the  war,  and  betray  the  glory  and 
advantage  of  the  empire  by  a  shameful  peace : 
that  he  had  avowedly  shared  his  administra- 
tion with  the  greatest  knave  in  Japan  :  that 
he  treated  the  nobles  of  Niplion  with  inso- 
lence and  contempt :  that  he  had  suborned 
evidence  against  the  ancient  cuboy  Fika- 
kaka,  who  had  spent  a  long  life  and  immense 
fortune  in  supporting  the  temple  of  Fakku- 
basi :  that  he  had  cruelly  turned  adrift  a 
great  number  of  helpless  families,  in  order  to 
gratify  his  own  worthless  dependents  with 
their  spoils  :  that  he  had  enriched  his  rela- 
tions and  countrymen  with  the  plunder  of 
]Nip!ion  :  that  his  intention  was  to  bring  over 
the  whole  nation  of  Ximians,  a  savage  race, 
who  had  been  ever  perfidious,  greedy  and 
hostile,  towards  the  natives  of  the  other 
Japanese  islands.  Nay,  they  were  described 
as  monsters  in  nature,  with  cloven  feet,  long 
tails,  saucer  eyes,  iron  fangs  and  claws,  who 
would  first  devour  the  substance  of  the  Ni- 
phouites,  and  then  feed  upon  their  blood. 

Taycho  had  Legion's  understanding  so 
much  in  his  power,  that  he  actually  made  it 
believe  Yak-strot  had  formed  a  treasonable 
scheme  in  favour  of  a  foreign  adventurer,  who 
pretended  to  the  throne  of  Japan,  and  that 
the  reigning  dairo  wr,s  an  accomplice  in  this 
project  for  his  own  deposition.  Indeed,  they 
did  not  scruple  to  eay  that  Gio-gio  was  no 
more  than  a  puppet  moved  by  his  own  grand- 
mother and  tills  vile  Ximian,  between  whom 
thev  hinted  there  was  a  secret  correspondence 
which  reflected  very  little  honour  on  tiie 
family  of  the  dairo. 

Mr  Orator  Taycho  and  Ids  associate  Lob- 
kob  left  no  stone  unturned  to  disgrace  the 
favourite,  and  drive  him  from  the  helm. 
They  struck  up  an  alliance  with  the  old  cuboy 
Fika-kaka;  and,  fetching  him  from  his  re- 
tirement, produced  him  to  the  beast  as  a 
martyr  to  loyalty  and  virtue.  They  had  often 
before  this  period  exposed  him  to  the  derision 
of  the  populace  ;  Imt  now  they  set  him  up  as 
the  object  of  veneration  and  esteem ;  and 
every  thing  succeeded  to  their  wish.  Legion 
hoisted  Fika-kaka  on  his  back,  and  paraded 
through  the  streets  of  Meaco,  braying  hoarse 
encomiums  on  the  great  talents  and  great 
virtues  of  the  ancient  cuboy.  His  cause  was 
now  espoused  by  his  old  friends  Sti-phi-rum- 
poo  and  Nin-kom-poo-po,  who  had  been 
lurnrd  adrifi  along  wAh  him,  and  by  several 


other  quos  who  had  nestled  themselves  iv. 
warm  places  under  the  shadow  of  his  protec- 
tion ;  but  it  was  remarkable,  that  not  one  o: 
all  the  bonzas  who  owed  their  preferment  to 
his  favour,  had  gratitude  enough  to  follow  his 
fortune,  or  pay  the  least  respect  to  him  in 
the  day  of  his  disgrace.  Advantage  was  also 
taken  of  the  disgust  occasioned  by  Yak- 
strot's  reserve  among  the  nobles  of  Japan. 
Even  the  fatzman  was  estranged  from  the 
councils  of  his  kinsman  Gio-gio,  and  lent  his 
name  and  countenance  to  the  malcontents 
who  now  formed  themselves  into  a  very 
formidable  cabal,  comprehending  a  great 
number  of  the  first  quos  in  the  empire. 

In  order  to  counterbalance  this  con- 
federacy, which  was  a  strange  coalition  of 
jarring  interests,  the  new  cuboy  endeavoured 
to  strengthen  his  administration,  by  admit- 
ting into  a  share  of  it  Gotto-mio,  who  dreaded 
nothing- so  much  as  the  continuation  of  the 
war,  and  divers  other  noblemen,  whose  alli- 
ance contributed  very  little  to  his  interest 
or  advantage.  Gotto-mio  was  universally 
envied  for  iiis  wealth,  and  detested  for  his 
avarice  :  the  rest  were  cither  of  the  She-it- 
kums-heit-il  faction,  which  had  been  long  in 
disgrace  with  the  mobile,  or  men  of  des- 
perate fortunes  and  loose  morals,  who  attach- 
ed themselves  to  the  Ximian  favourite  solely 
on  account  of  the  posts  and  pensions  he  had 
to  bestow. 

During  these  domestic  commotions,  the 
arms  of  Japan  continued  to  prosper  in  the 
Indian  ocean.  Thin-quo  was  reduced  almost 
without  opposition  ;  and  news  arrived  that 
the  conquest  of  Fan-yah  was  already  more 
than  half  achieved.  At  the  same  time,  some 
considerable  advantages  were  gained  over 
the  enemy  on  the  continent  of  Tartary  by 
the  Japanese  forces  under  the  command  of 
Bron-xi-tic.  It  might  be  naturally  supposed 
that  these  events  would  have  in  some  mea- 
sure reconciled  the  Niphonites  to  the  new 
ministry ;  but  they  produced  rather  a  con- 
trary effect.  The  blatant  bea.st  was  resolved 
to  rejoice  at  no  victories  but  those  that  were 
obtained  under  the  auspices  of  its  beloved 
Taycho  ;  and  now  took  it  highly  amiss  thar 
Yak-strot  should  presume  to  take  any  step 
which  might  redound  to  the  glory  of  the 
empire.  Nothing  could  have  pleased  the 
monster  at  this  juncture  so  much  as  the  mis- 
carriage of  botli  expeditions,  and  a  certain 
information  that  all  the  troops  and  ships  cm- 
ployed  in  them  had  miserably  perished.  The 
king  of  Corea,  however,  was  so  alarmed  at 
the  progress  of  the  Japanese  before  Fan-yah, 
that  he  began  to  tremble  for  all  his  distant 
colonies,  and  earnestly  craved  the  advice  of 
the  cabinet  of  Pekin  touching  some  scheme 
to  make  a  diversion  in  their  favour. 

The  councils  of  Pekin  have  been  ever  fruit, 
ful  of  intrigues  to  embroil  the  rest  of  Asia^ 
They  suggested  a  plan  to  the  king  of  Corea, 
which  he  forthwith  put  in  ex3cution.     Tht 
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land  of  Fumnia,  which  borders  on  the  Corean 
territories,  was  governed  by  a  prince  nearly 
allied  to  the  king  of  Corca,  althonjrii  his  sub- 
jects had  very  intimate  connections  in  tlio 
way  of  commerce  with  the  empire  of  Ja])an, 
which  indeed  had  entered  into  an  otlcnsive 
and  defensive  alliance  with  this  country. 
The  emperor  of  China  and  the  king  of 
Corea  having  sounded  the  sovereign  of 
Fnmma,  and  found  liim  well  disposed  to 
enter  into  their  measures,  coinnmnicatcd 
their  scheme,  in  which  he  immediately 
concurred.  They  called  upon  imn  in  pub- 
lic, as  their  friend  and  ally,  to  join  tliem 
against  the  Japanese,  as  the  inveterate  ene- 
my of  the  religion  of  Fo,  and  as  an  insolent 
people,  who  ati'ectcd  a  despotism  at  sea  to 
the  detriment  and  destruction  of  all  their 
neighbours  ;  plainly  declaring,  that  he  must 
either  immediately  brcali  with  tlie  dairo,  or 
expect  an  invasion  on  the  side  of  Corea.  The 
prince  of  Fimima  affected  to  complain  loudly 
of  this  iniquitous  proposal;  he  made  a  merit 
of  rejecting  the  alternative;  and  inunediately 
demanded  of  the  court  of  Meaco  the  suc- 
cours stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  alliance,  in 
order  to  defend  his  dominions.  Jn  all  ap- 
pearance, indeed,  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lost;  for  the  monarchs  of  China  and  Corea 
declared  war  against  him  without  further  hes- 
itation ;  and  uniting  their  forces  on  that  side, 
ordered  them  to  enter  the  land  of  Fumma, 
after  having  given  satisfactory  assurances  in 
private  that  the  prince  liad  nothing  to  fear 
from  their  hostilities. 

Yak-strot  was  not  much  embarrassed  on 
this  occasion.  Without  suspecting  the  least 
collusion  among  the  parties,  he  resolved  to 
take  the  prince  of  Fuinina  under  his  protec- 
tion, thereunto  moved  by  divers  considera- 
tions. First  and  foremost,  he  piqued  iiim- 
self  upon  his  good  faith;  secondly,  he  knew 
that  the  trade  with  Fumma  was  of  great  con- 
sequence to  Japan,  and  therefore  concluded 
that  his  supporting  the  sovereign  of  it  would 
be  a  popular  measure  ;  thirdly,  he  hoped  that 
the  multiplication  of  expense  incurred  by 
this  new  war  would  make  the  blatant  beast 
wince  under  its  burden,  and  of  consequence, 
reconcile  itfo  the  thoughts  of  a  general  pa- 
cification, which  he  had  very  much  at  heart. 
Meanwhile  he  hastened  the  necessary  suc- 
cours to  the  land  of  Fumma,  and  sent  thither 
an  old  general,  called  Le-yaw-ter,  in  order 
to  concert  with  the  prince  and  his  ministers 
the  operations  of  the  campaign. 

This  officer  was  counted  one  of  the  shrewd- 
est politicians  in  Japan  ;  and,  having  resided 
many  years  as  ambassador  in  Fumma,  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  that  peo- 
ple. He  immediately  discovered  the  scene 
which  had  been  acted  behind  the  curtain. 
Ele  tbund  that  the  prince  of  Fumma,  far  from 
having  made  any  preparations  for  his  own 
defence,  had  actually  withdrawn  Ids  garri- 
sons from  the  frontier  places,  which  were  by 


this  time  peaceably  occupied  by  the  invading 
army  of  Chinese  and  Corcans;  that  tlic  Ccw 
troojis  he  iiad  were  without  clothes,  arms, 
and  discipline;  and  that  he  had  amused  the 
court  of  Meaco  with  false  musters,  and  a 
sjjecions  account  of  levies  and  pre|)arations 
which  had  been  made.  In  a  word,  though 
he  could  not  learn  the  particulars,  he  com- 
prehended the  whole  mystery  of  the  secret 
negociations.  lie  upbraided  the  minister  oi 
Fumma  with  perfidy  ;  refused  to  assume  the 
command  of  the  Japanese  auxiliaries  when 
they  arrived  ;  and,  returning  to  Meaco,  com- 
municated his  discoveries  and  suspicions  to 
the  new  cuboy.  But  he  did  not  meet  with 
that  reception  whicii  he  thought  he  deserved 
for  intelligence  of  such  importance.  Yak- 
strot  afiected  to  doubt ;  perhaps  he  was  not 
really  convinced  ;  or,  if  he  was,  thought  pro- 
per to  temporize  ;  and  he  was  in  the  right  for 
so  doing.  A  rupture  with  Fumma  at  this 
juncture  would  have  forced  tiiat  prince  to  de- 
clare openly  for  the  enemies  of  Japan  :  in 
which  case,  the  inhabitants  of  Niphon  would 
liavc  lost  the  benefit  of  a  very  advantageous 
trade.  They  had  already  been  groat  suffer- 
ers in  commerce  by  the  breach  witii  the  king 
of  Corea,  whose  subjects  had  been  used  to 
take  oft'great  quantities  of  the  Japanese  man- 
ufactures, for  which  they  paid  in  gold  and 
silver:  and  they  could  ill  bear  such  an  addi- 
tional loss  as  an  interruption  of  the  trade 
with  Fumma  would  have  occasioned.  The 
cuboy,  therefore,  continued  to  treat  the  prince 
of  that  country  as  a  staunch  ally,  who  had 
sacrificed  every  other  consideration  to  his 
good  faith  ;  and,  far  from  restricting  himself 
to  the  number  of  trooj)s  and  fine  stipulated 
in  the  treaty,  sent  over  a  much  more  numer- 
ous body  offerees  and  ships  of  war;  declar.. 
ing,  at  the  same  time,  ho  would  support  the 
people  of  Fumma  with  the  whole  power  ot 
Japan. 

Such  a  considerable  diversion  of  the  Ja- 
panese strength  could  not  fail  to  answer  in 
some  measure  the  expectation  of  the  two 
sovereigns  of  China  and  Corea:  but  it  did 
not  prevent  the  success  of  the  expeditions 
which  were  actually  employed  against  their 
colonies  in  the  Indian  ocean.  It  was  not  in 
his  power,  however,  to  protect  Fumma,  had 
the  invaders  been  in  earnest ;  but  the  com- 
bined army  of  the  Chinese  and  Coreans  had 
orders  to  protract  the  war :  and,  instead  of 
penetrating  to  the  capital,  at  a  time  when 
the  Fuminians,  though  joined  with  the  aux- 
iliaries of  Japan,  were  not  numerous  enough 
to  look  them  in  the  face,  they  made  a  ful. 
stop  in  the  middle  of  their  inarch,  and  quietly 
retired  info  sunnner  quarters. 

The  additional  encumbrance  of  a  new  con- 
tinental war  redoubled  the  cuboy's  desire  of 
peace  :  and  his  inclination  being  known  to 
the  enemy,  who  were  also  sick  of  the  war. 
they  liau  recourse  to  the  good  offices  of  a 
certain  nentrtl  power,  called  Sab-oi,  nove- 
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reign  of  the  mountains  of  Cambodia.  This 
prince  accordingly  offered  his  mediation  at 
the  court  of  Meaco,  and  it  was  immediately 
accepted.  The  negociation  for  peace  which 
had  been  broken  off  in  the  ministry  of  Taycho 
was  now  resumed  ;  and  an  ambassador  pleni- 
potentiary arrived  from  Pekin ;  and  Gotto- 
mio  was  sent  thither  in  the  same  capacity, 
in  order  to  adjust  the  articles,  and  sign  tiie 
preliminaries  of  peace. 

While  this  new  treaty  was  on  the  carpet, 
the  armament  equipped  against  Fan-yah, 
under  the  command  of  the  quo  Kep-marl, 
and  the  brave  admiral  who  had  signalized 
himself  in  the  sea  of  Kamtschatka,  reduced 
th?it  important  place,  where  they  became 
masters  of  a  etrong  squadron  of  fune  belong- 
ing to  the  king  of  Corea,  together  with  a 
very  considerable  treasure,  sufficient  to  in- 
demnify Japan  tor  the  expense  of  the  expe- 
dition. This,  though  the  most  grievous,  was 
not  the  only  disaster  which  the  war  brought 
upon  the  Coreans.  Their  distant  settlement 
of  Lli-nam  was  likewise  taken  by  General 
Tra-rep,  and  the  inhabitants  paid  an  immense 
sum  in  order  to  redeem  their  capital  from 
plunder. 

These  successes  did  not  at  all  retard  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  which  was  indeed 
become  equally  necessary  to  all  the  parties 
concerned.  Japan,  in  particular,  was  in 
danger  of  being  ruined  by  her  conquests. 
The  war  had  destroyed  so  many  men,  that 
the  whole  empire  could  not  afford  a  suffi- 
ciency of  recruits  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
land  forces.  All  those  who  had  conquered 
Fatsissio  and  Fan-yah  were  already  destroy- 
ed by  hard  duty  and  the  diseases  of  those 
unhealthy  climates  ;  above  two-thirds  of  the 
fune  were  rotten  in  the  course  of  service, 
and  the  complements  of  mariners  reduced 
to  less  than  one  half  of  their  original  num- 
bers. Troops  -ere-  actually  wanting  to  gar- 
rison the  new  cor.quests.  The  finances  of 
Japan  were  by  this  time  drained  to  the  bot- 
tom. One  of  her  chief  resources  was  stop- 
ped by  the  rupture  with  Corea,  while  her 
expenses  were  considerably  augmented,  and 
her  national  credit  was  stretched  even  to 
cracking.  All  these  considerations  stimu- 
lated more  and  more  the  dairo  and  his  cuboy 
to  conclude  the  work  of  peace. 

Meanwhile  the  enemies  of  Yak-strot  gave 
him  no  quarter  nor  respite.  They  vilified 
nis  parts,  traduced  his  morals,  endeavoured 
to  intimidate  him  with  threats  which  did  not 
even  respect  the  dairo,  and  never  failed  to 
insult  him  whenever  he  appeared  in  public. 
It  liad  been  the  custom,  time  immemorial, 
fir  the  chief  magistrate  of  Meaco  to  make 
an  entertainment  for  the  dairo  and  his  em- 
press immediately  after  their  nuptials  ;  and 
io  this  banquet  all  the  great  quos  in  Japan 
were  invited.  The  person  who  filled  the 
chair  at  present  was  Rhum-kikh,  a  half- 
tvitted  politician,  self-conceited,  headstrong, 


turbulent  and  ambitious  ;  a  professed  wor- 
shipper of  Tayclio,  whose  oratorial  talents 
he  admired,  and  attempted  to  imitate  in  the 
assemblies  of  the  people,  where  he  gene- 
rally excited  the  laughter  of  his  audience. 
By  dint  of  great  wealth  and  extensive  traffic, 
he  became  a  man  of  consequence  among  the 
mob,  notwithstanding  an  ilhberal  turn  of 
mind,  and  an  ungracious  address  ;  and  now 
he  resolved  to  use  this  influence  for  the  glory 
of  Taycho,  and  the  disgrace  of  the  Ximian 
favourite.  Legion  was  tutored  for  the  pur- 
pose, and,  moreover,  well  primed  with  a 
fiery  caustic  spirit,  in  which  Rhum-kikh  waa 
a  considerable  dealer.  The  dairo  and  hia 
young  empress  were  received  by  him  and 
his  council  with  a  sullen  formality  in  pro- 
found silence.  The  cuboy  was  pelted  as  he 
passed  along,  and  his  litter  almost  overturned 
by  the  monster,  which  yelled  and  brayed  and 
hooted,  without  ceasing,  until  he  was  housed 
in  the  city-hall,  where  he  met  with  every 
sort  of  mortification  from  the  entertainer,  a? 
well  as  the  spectators.  At  length  Mr  Orator 
Taycho,  witii  his  cousin  Lcb-kob,  appearing 
in  a  triumphal  car  at  the  city-gate,  the  bla. 
tant  beast  received  them  with  loud  huzzas, 
unharnessed  their  horses,  and  putting  itself 
in  the  traces,  drew  them  through  the  streeta 
of  Meaco,  which  resounded  with  acclamation. 
They  were  received  with  the  same  exultation 
within  the  hall  of  entertainment,  where  their 
sovereign  and  his  consort  sat  altogether  un- 
honoured  and  unnoticed. 

A  small  squadron  of  Chinese  fune  having 
taken  possession  of  a  defenceless  fishery  be. 
longing  to  Japan,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fatsissio,  the  emissaries  of  Taycho  magni- 
fied this  event  into  a  terrible  misfortune, 
arising  from  the  mal-administration  of  the 
new  cuboy ;  nay,  they  did  not  scruple  to 
affirm  that  he  had  left  the  fishing-town  de- 
fenceless, on  purpose  tbit  it  might  be  taken 
by  the  enemy.  This  clamour,  however,  was 
of  short  duration.  The  quo  Phyll-Kholl, 
who  commanded  a  few  fune  in  one  of  the 
harbours  of  Fatsissio,  no  sooner  received 
intelligence  of  what  had  happened,  than  he 
embarked  what  troops  were  at  hand,  and, 
sailing  directly  to  tlie  place,  obliged  the 
enemy  to  abandon  their  conquest  with  pre- 
cipitation and  disgrace. 

In  the  midst  of  these  transactions,  the 
peace  was  signed,  ratified,  and  even  approv- 
ed, in  the  great  national  council  of  the  quos, 
as  well  as  in  the  assembly  of  the  people. 
The  truth  is,  the  minister  of  Japan  has  it 
always  in  his  i)ower  to  secure  a  majority  in 
both  these  conventions  by  means  that  may 
be  easily  guessed  ;  and  those  were  not  spared 
on  this  occasion.  Yak-strot  in  a  speech 
harangued  the  great  council,  who  were  not 
a  little  surprised  to  hear  him  speak  with  such 
propriety  and  extent  of  knowledge  ;  for  he 
had  been  represented  as  tongue-tied,  and,  in 
point  of  elocution,  little  better  than  the  pal 
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frey  he  role.  lie  now  vindicated  all  the 
Kteps  he  had  taken  since  his  accession  to  the 
helm ;  he  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  a 
pacification  ;  exclaimed  and  descanted  upon 
every  article  of  the  treaty ;  and,  fmally,  de- 
clared his  conscience  was  so  clear  in  this 
matter,  that,  wiien  he  died,  lie  should  desire 
no  other  encomium  to  be  engraved  on  his 
tomb,  but  that  he  was  the  author  of  this 
peace. 

Nevertheless,  the  approbation  of  the  coun- 
cil was  not  obtained  without  violent  debate 
and  altercation.  The  different  articles  were 
censured  and  inveighed  against  by  the  fatz- 
man,  the  late  cuboy  Fika-kaka,  Lob-kob, 
Sti-phi-rum-poo,  Nin-kom-poo-po,  and  many 
other  quos  ;  but,  at  the  long-run,  the  influence 
of  the  present  ministry  predominated.  As 
for  Taycho,  he  exerted  himself  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary effort  to  depreciate  the  peace  in 
the  assembly  of  the  people.  He  had  for  some 
days  pretended  to  bo  dangerously  ill,  that  he 
might  make  a  merit  of  his  patriotism,  by 
showing  a  contempt  for  his  own  life,  when 
the  good  of  the  country  was  at  stake.  In 
order  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  public, 
and  render  his  appearance  in  the  assembly 
the  more  striking,  he  was  carried  thither  on 
a  kind  of  hand-barrow,  wrapped  up  in  flannel, 
with  three  woollen  night-caps  on  his  head, 
escorted  by  Legion,  which  yelled,  and  bray- 
ed, and  whooped,  and  hallooed,  with  such 
vociferation,  that  every  street  of  Meaco  rung 
with  hideous  clamour.  In  this  equipage  did 
Taycho  enter  the  assembly,  where,  being 
held  up  by  two  adherents,  he,  after  a  prelude 
of  groans  to  rouse  the  attention  of  his  au- 
dience, began  to  declaim  against  the  peace 
as  inadequate,  shameful,  and  disadvanta- 
geous ;  nay,  he  ventured  to  stigmatize  every 
separate  article,  though  he  knew  it  was  in 
the  power  of  each  individual  of  his  hearers  to 
confront  him  with  the  terms  to  which  he  had 
subscribed  the  preceding  year,  in  all  respects 
less  honourable  and  advantageous  to  his 
country.  Inconsistencies  equally  glaring  and 
absurd  he  had  often  crammed  down  the  throats 
of  the  multitude  ;  but  they  would  not  go  down 
with  this  assembly  of  the  people,  which,  in 
gpite  of  his  flannel,  his  night-caps,  his 
crutches,  and  his  groans,  confirmed  the  treaty 
of  peace  by  a  great  majority.  Not  that  they 
nad  any  great  reason  to  applaud  the  peace- 
makers, who  might  have  dictated  their  own 
terms,  had  they  proceeded  with  more  sagacity 
and  less  precipitation  ;  but  Fok-si-roku,  and 
his  brother  undertakers,  having  the  treasure 
of  Japan  at  their  command,  had  anointed  the 
greatest  part  of  the  assembly  with  a  certain 
precious  salve,  which  preserved  them  effect- 
ually  from  the  fascinating  arts  of  Taycho. 

This  orator,  incensed  at  his  bad  success 
within  doors,  renewed  and  redoubled  his 
operations  without.  He  exasperated  Legion 
against  Yak-strot  to  such  a  pitch  of  rage, 
.hut  the  monster  could  not  hear  the  cuboy's 
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name  three  times  pronounced  without  falling 
into  fits.  His  confederate  Lob-kob,  in  the 
course  of  his  researches,  found  out  two  origi- 
nals  admirably  calculated  for  executing  his 
vengeance  against  the  Ximian  favourite. 
One  of  them,  called  Llur-chir,  a  profligate 
bonza,  degraded  for  his  lewd  life,  possess<?<i 
a  wonderful  talent  of  exciting  different  pas- 
sions in  the  blatant  beast,  by  dint  of  quaint 
rhymes,  which  were  said  to  be  inspirations  of 
the  demon  of  obloquy,  to  whom  he  had  sold 
Iiis  soul.  These  oracles  not  only  commanded 
the  passions,  but  even  influenced  the  organs 
of  the  beast  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  occasion 
an  evacuation  either  upwards  or  downwards, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  operator.  The  other, 
known  by  the  name  of  Jan-l^dtzin,  was 
counted  the  best  marksman  in  Japan  in  tiir; 
art  and  mystery  of  dirt-throwing.  He  pos- 
sessed the  art  of  making  balls  of  filth,  whicli 
were  famous  for  sticking  and  stinking  ;  and 
these  he  threw  witli  such  dexterity,  that  they 
very  seldom  missed  their  aim.  Being  reduced 
to  a  low  ebb  of  fortune  by  his  debaucheries, 
he  had  made  advances  to  the  new  cuboy, 
who  had  rejected  his  proffered  services  on 
account  of  his  immoral  character;  a  prudish 
punctilio,  which  but  ill  became  Yak-strot, 
who  had  paid  very  little  regard  to  reputatioH 
in  choosing  some  of  the  colleagues  he  had  as 
sociated  in  his  administration.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  he  no  sooner  understood  that  Mi 
Orator  Taycho  was  busy  in  preparing  for  an 
active  campaign,  than  he  likewise  began  to 

Eut  himself  in  a  posture  of  defence.  He 
ired  a  body  of  mercenaries,  and  provided 
some  dirt-men  and  rhymers.  Then,  taking 
the  field,  a  sharp  contest  and  pelting  match 
ensued  ;  but  the  dispute  was  soon  terminated. 
Yak-strot's  versifiers  turned  out  no  great 
conjurors  on  the  trial.  They  were  not  such 
favourites  of  the  demon  as  Llur-chir,  The 
rhymes  they  used  produced  no  other  effect 
upon  Legion  but  that  of  setting  it  a-braying. 
The  cuboy's  dirt-men,  however,  played  their 
parts  tolerably  well.  Though  their  balls  were 
inferior  in  point  of  composition  to  those  of 
Jan-ki-dtzin,  they  did  not  fail  to  discompose 
Orator  Taycho  and  his  friend  Lob-kob,  whose 
eyes  were  seen  to  water  with  the  smart  oc- 
casioned by  those  missiles  :  but  these  last 
had  a  great  advantage  over  their  adversaries, 
in  the  zeal  and  attachment  of  Legion,  whose 
numerous  tongues  were  always  ready  to  lick 
off  the  ordure  that  stuck  to  any  part  of  their 
leaders  :  and  this  they  did  with  such  signs  of 
satisfaction,  as  seemed  to  indicate  an  appet'le 
ibr  all  manner  of  filth. 

Yak-strot  having  suffered  wofuUy  in  his 
own  person,  and  seeing  his  partizans  in  con- 
fusion, thought  proper  to  retreat.  Yet, 
although  discomfited,  he  was  not  discouraged 
On  the  contrary,  having  at  bottom  a  fund  of 
fanaticism,  which,  like  chamomile,  grows  the 
faster  for  being  trod  upon,  he  became  more 
obstinately  bent  than  ever  upon  prosecuting 
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his  own  sciiemes  for  tke  good  of  th"3  people 
in  their  own  despite.  His  vanity  was  like- 
wise buoyed  up  by  the  flattery  of  his  vvea- 
tures,  who  extolled  the  passive  courage  he 
had  shown  in  the  late  engagement.  Though 
every  part  of  him  still  tingled  and  stunk  from 
the  balls  of  tiie  enemy,  he  persuaded  himself 
that  not  one  of  their  missiles  had  taken  place  ; 
and,  of  consequence,  that  there  was  some- 
thing of  divinity  in  his  person.  Full  of  this 
notion,  he  discarded  his  rhymesters  and  his 
dirt-casters,  as  unnecessary,  and  resolved  to 
bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle  in  his  own  in- 
dividual person. 

Fok-si-roku  advised  him,  nevertheless,  to 
fill  his  trowsers  with  gold  obans,  which  he 
miglit  thro\j^at  Legion,  in  case  of  necessity  ; 
assuring  him  that  this  was  the  only  ammuni- 
tion which  the  monster  could  not  withstand. 
The  advice  was  good  ;  and  the  cuboy  might 
have  followed  it,  without  being  obliged  to  the 
treasury  of  Japan;  for  he  was  by  this  time 
become  immensely  rich,  in  consequence  of 
having  found  a  hoard  in  digging  his  garden  ; 
but  this  was  an  expedient  which  Yak-strot 
could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  use,  either 
on  this  or  any  otiier  occasion.  Indeed,  he 
was  now  so  convinced  of  his  own  personal 
energy,  th^t  he  persuaded  his  master  Gio-gio 
to  coriie  forth,  and  see  it  operate  on  the 
blatant  beast.  Accordingly  the  dairo  as- 
cended his  car  of  state,  while  the  cuboy, 
arrayed  in  all  his  trappings,  stood  before  him 
with  the  reins  in  his  own  hand,  and  drove 
directly  to  the  enemy,  who  waited  for  him 
without  flinching.  Being  arrived  witliin 
dung-siiot  of  .lan-ki-dtzin,  he  made  a  halt, 
and  putting  himself  in  the  attitude  of  the  idol 
Fo,  with  a  simper  in  his  countenance, 
seemed  to  nvite  the  warrior  to  make  a  full 
discharge  of  his  artillery.  He  did  not  long 
wait  in  suspense.  The  balls  soon  began  to 
whiz  about  his  ears  ;  and  a  great  number 
took  effect  upon  his  person.  At  length  he 
received  a  shot  upon  his  right  tempie,  which 
brought  him  to  the  ground.  All  his  gew- 
gaws fluttered,  and  his  buckram  doublet 
rattled  as  he  fell.  Llur-chir  no  sooner  be- 
held him  prostrate,  than,  advancing  with  the 
monster,  he  began  to  repeat  his  rhymes,  at 
which  every  mouth  and  every  tail  of  IjCgion 
was  opened  and  lifted  up  :  and  such  a  torrent 
of  filth  squirted  from  these  channels,  that  the 
unfortunate  cuboy  was  quite  overwhelmed. 
Nay,  he  must  have  been  actually  suffocated 
where  he  lay,  had  not  some  of  the  dairo's 
attendants  interposed,  arnd  rescued  him  from 
the  vengeance  of  the  monster.  He  was  car- 
ried home  in  such  an  unsavoury  pickle,  that 
his  family  smelled  his  disaster  long  before  he 
came  in  sight ;  and  when  he  appeared  in  this 
woful  condition,  covered  with  ordure,  blinded 
With  dirt,  and  even  deprived  of  sense  and 
motion,  his  wife  was  seized  with  hysterica 
oassio.  He  was  immediately  stripped  and 
iiaiihed,  and  other  means  being  used  for  his 


recovery,  he  in  a  little  time  retrieved  hie 
recollection. 

He  was  now  pretty  well  undeceived,  with 
respect  to  the  divinity  of  his  person  ;  but  his 
enthusiasm  took  a  new  turn.  He  aspired  to 
the  glory  of  martyrdom,  and  resolved  to  de- 
vote himself  as  a  victim  to  patriotic  virtue. 
While  his  attendants  were  employed  in  wash- 
ing off"  the  filth  that  stuck  to  his  beard,  ho 
recited,  in  a  theatrical  tone,  the  stanza  of  a 
famous  Japanese  bard,  whose  soul  afterwards 
transmigrated  into  the  body  of  the  Roman 
poet,  Horatius  Flaccus,  and  inspired  him 
with  the  same  sentiment,  in  the  Latin  tongue 

Virtus  repulsse   nescia  sordidoe 
Intaminatis  t'ulget  lionoribus  : 
Nee  sumit,  ant  ponit  secures 
Arbitrio  popularls  aura:. 

His  friends  hearing  him  declare  his  reso 
lution  of  dying  for  his  country,  began  to  fea 
that  his  understanding  was  disturbed.  They 
advised  him  to  yield  to  the  torrent,  which 
was  become  too  impetuous  to  stem ;  tore- 
sign  the  cuboyship  quietly,  and  reserve  his 
virtues  for  a  more  favourable  occasion.  In 
vain  his  friends  remonstrated:  in  vain  hi? 
wife  and  children  employed  their  tears  and 
entreaties  to  the  same  purpose.  He  lent  a 
deaf  ear  to  all  their  solicitations,  until  they 
began  to  drop  some  hints  that  seemed  to  im- 
ply a  suspicion  of  his  insanity,  which  alarmet 
him  exceedingly  ;  and  the  dairo  himself  sig 
nifying  to  him  in  private,  that  it  wasbecomt 
absolutely  necessary  to  temporize,  he  re 
signed  the  reins  of  government  with  a  heavy 
heart,  though  not  before  he  was  assured  that 
he  ehould  still  continue  to  exert  his  influence 
behind  the  curtain. 

Gio-gio's  own  person  had  not  escaped  un- 
touched in  the  last  skirmish.  Jan-ki-dtzin 
was  transported  to  such  a  pitch  of  insolence, 
that  he  aimed  some  balls  at  the  dairo,  and 
one  of  them  taking  place  exactly  betwixt  the 
eyes,  defiled  his  whole  visage.  Had  the 
laws  of  Japan  been  executed  in  all  their  se- 
verity against  this  audacious  plebeiaJi,  lie 
would  liave  suffered  crucifixion  on  the  spot . 
but  Gio-gio,  being  good-natured  even  to  a 
fault,  contented  himself  with  ordering  some 
of  his  attendants  to  apprehend  and  put  him 
in  the  public  stocks,  after  having  seized'  the 
whole  cargo  of  filth  which  he  had  collected 
at  his  habitation  for  the  manufacture  of  his 
balls.  Legion  was  no  sooner  informed'  of 
his  disgrace,  than  it  released  iiim  by  force, 
being  therein  comforted  and  abetted  by  the 
declaration  of  a  puny  magistrate,  called 
Praff'-patt-phogg,  who  seized  this,  as  the  on- 
ly opportunity  he  should  ever  find  of  giving 
himself  any  consequence  in  the  common- 
wealth. Accordingly,  the  monster  hoisting 
him  and  Jan-kid-dtzin  on  their  shoulders, 
went  in  procession  through  the  streets  oi 
Meaco,  hallooing,  huzzaing,  and  extolluij:; 
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Jiis  venerable  pair  of  patriots  as  the  palladia 
■jf  the  liberty  of  Japan. 

The  monster's  oiricious  zeal  on  this  occa- 
sion was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  i\Ir 
Orator  Taycho,  wiio  took  mnbrage  at  tliis 
e.xallation  of  his  two  inulerstrapi)ers,  and 
from  that  moment  devoted  Jan-ki-dtzin  to 
destruction.  The  dairo,  finding  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  support  of  his  guvernmcnt 
that  this  dirtmongor  should  be  punished,  gave 
directions  for  trying  him  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  lie  was  ignominiously  ex- 
pelled from  the  assembly  of  the  people ; 
where  his  old  patron  Taycho  not  only  dis- 
claimed him,  but  even  represented  him  as  a 
worthless  atheist  and  sower  of  sedition  ;  but 
he  escaped  the  weight  of  a  more  severe  sen- 
tence in  another  tribunal,  by  retreating,  with- 
out beat  of  drum,  into  the  territories  of  China, 
iviiere  he  found  an  asylum,  from  whence  he 
made  divers  inetfoctnal  appeals  to  the  mul- 
.itudinous  benst  at  Niphon. 

As  for  Yak-strut,  he  was  every  tiling  but 
i  downright  jnartyr  to  the  odium  of  the  pub- 
lic, which  produced  a  ferment  all  over  the 
nation.  His  name  was  become  a  term  of 
reproach.  He  was  burnt  or  crucified  in  effi- 
Ty  in  every  city,  town,  village,  and  district 
ofNi|)hon.  Even  his  own  countrymen,  the 
Ximians,  held  him  in  abhorrence  and  execra- 
tion. Notwitlistanding  his  partiality  to  the 
natale  solum,  he  had  not  been  able  to  pro- 
vide for  all  those  adventurers,  wiio  came 
from  thence,  in  consequence  of  his  promo- 
tion. The  whole  number  of  the  disappointed 
became  his  enemies  of  course;  and  the  rtst 
finding  themselves  exposed  to  the  animosity 
and  ill  offices  of  their  foUow-subjects  of  Ni- 
phon, who  hated  the  whole  community  for 
iiis  sake,  inveighed  against  Yak-strot  as  the 
curse  of  their  nation. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  detestation  and  dis- 
grace, it  must  be  owned,  for  the  sake  of 
truth,  that  Yak-strot  was  one  of  the  honcst- 
est  men  in  Japan,  and  certainly  the  greatest 
benefactor  to  the  empire.  Just,  upright,  sin- 
cere, and  charitable  ;  his  heart  was  suscepti- 
ble of  friendship  and  tenderness.  He  was 
a  virtuous  husband,  a  fond  father,  a  kind  mas- 
ter, and  a  zealous  friend.  In  his  public  ca- 
pacity, he  had  nothing  in  view  hut  the  ad- 
vantage of  Japan;  in  the  prosecution  of  which, 
he  flattered  liimsclf  he  should  be  able  to  dis- 
play all  the  abilities  of  a  profound  statesman, 
and  all  the  virtues  of  the  most  sublime  pa- 
triotism. It  was  here  he  over-rated  his  own 
unportance.  His  virtue  became  the  dupe  of 
his  vanity.  Nature  had  denied  him  sliining 
talents,  as  well  as  that  easiness  of  deport- 
ment, that  atfability,  liberal  turn,  and  versa- 
tile genius,  without  which  no  man  can  ever 
figure  at  the  licad  of  an  administration.  N  )- 
thing  oould  be  more  absurd  than  his  being 
charged  with  want  of  parts  and  understand- 
ing to  guide  the  helm  of  government,  consi- 
dering how  happily  it  had  been  conducted 


for  manj'  years  by  Fika-kaka,  whose  natura". 
genius  would  have  been  found  unequal  even 
to  the  art  and  mystery  of  wool-combing. 
Besides,  the  war  had  prospered  in  his  iianda 
as  much  as  it  ever  did  under  the  auspices  of 
his  predecessor;  though,  as  I  have  before 
observed,  neither  the  cue  nor  the  other  could 
justly  claim  any  merit  from  its  success. 

But  Yak-strot's  services  to  the  public  were 
much  more  important  in  another  respect. 
He  had  the  resolution  to  dissolve  the  shame- 
ful and  pernicious  engagements  which  the 
empire  had  contracted  on  the  continent  of 
Tartary.  He  lightened  the  intolerable  bur- 
dens of  the  empire:  he  saved  its  credit,  when 
it  was  stretched  even  to  bursting.  He  made 
a. peace,  which  if  not  the  most  glorious  that 
might  liave  been  obtained,  was  at  least  the 
must  solid  and  advantageous  that  ever  Japan 
had  concluded  with  any  power  whatsoever  ; 
and  in  particular,  much  more  honourable, 
useful,  and  ascertained,  tliau  that  which 
Taycho  had  agreed  to  subscribe  the  preced- 
ing year;  and,  Ijy  this  peace,  he  put  an  end  to 
all  the  horrors  of  a  cruel  war,  which  had  ra- 
vaged the  best  parts  of  Asia,  and  destroyed 
the  lives  of  six  hundred  thousand  men  every 
year.  On  the  whole,  Y'ak-strot's  good  qua- 
lities were  respectable.  There  was  very  lit- 
tle vicious  in  his  composition  ;  and  as  to  hm 
follies,  they  were  rather  the  subjects  of  ridi- 
cule than  of  resentment. 

Y'ak-strot's  subalterns  in  the  ministry  re- 
joiced in  secret  at  his  running  so  far  into  the 
north  of  Legion's  displeasure.  Nay,  it  was 
shrewdly  suspected  that  some  of  their  emis- 
saries had  been  very  active  against  him  in 
the  day  of  his  discomfiture.  They  flattert-.. 
themselves,  that  if  he  could  be  effectually 
driven  from  the  presence  of  the  dairo,  they 
would  succeed  to  his  influence,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  acquire  popularity,  by  turning 
tail  to  and  kicking  at  the  Ximian  favourite, 
who  had  associated  them  in  the  adminis- 
tration, inconsequence  of  their  vowing  eter- 
nal attachment  to  his  interest,  and  constant 
submission  to  his  will.  Having  held  a  se- 
cret conclave  to  concert  their  operations,  they 
began  to  execute  their  plan,  by  seducing  Y^ak- 
strot  into  certain  odious  measures  of  raising 
new  impositions  on  the  people,  which  did  not 
fail,  indeed,  to  increase  the  clamour  of  the 
blatant  beast,  and  promote  its  filthy  dis- 
charge upwards  and  downwards  ;  but  then 
the  torrents  were  divided,  and  many  a  tail 
was  lifted  up  against  the  real  projectors  of  the 
scheme  which  the  favourite  had  adopted. 
They  resolved  to  make  a  merit  with  the  mo- 
bile, by  picking  a  German  quarrel  with 
Strot,  and  insulting  him  in  public.  Gotto- 
mio  caused  a  scrubbing-post  to  be  set  up  in 
the  night  at  the  cuboy's  door.  The  scribe 
Zan-ti-fic  presented  him  with  a  scheme  for 
the  importation  of  brimst-me  into  tiie  island  of 
Ximo:  the  other  scribe  pretended  he  could  not 
spell  the  barbarous  names  of  the  cubovV  ic 
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(ations  and  countrymen,  who  were  daily 
.nrust  into  the  most  lucrative  employments. 
As  for  T\vitz-er,  the  financier,  he  never 
approached  Yak-strot  without  clawing  his 
knuckles  in  derision.  At  the  council  of 
twenty-eight,  they  thwarted  every  plan  he 
proposed,  and  turned  into  ridicule  every  word 
he  spoke.  At  length  they  bluntly  told  the 
dairo,  that  as  Yak-strot  resigned  the  reins 
of  administration  in  public,  he  must  likewise 
give  up  his  management  behind  the  curtain  ; 
for  they  were  not  at  all  disposed  to  answer 
to  the  people  for  measures  dictated  by  an 
invisible  agent.  This  was  but  a  reasonable 
demand,  in  which  the  emperor  seemed  to 
acquiesce.  But  the  new  ministers  thought 
it  was  requisite  that  tliey  should  commit 
some  overt  act  of  contempt  for  the  abdicated 
cuboy.  One  of  his  nearest  relations  had 
obtained  a  profitable  office  in  the  island  of 
Ximo  ;  and  of  this,  the  new  cabal  insisted 
he  should  be  immediately  deprived.  The 
dairo  remonstrated  against  the  injustice  of 
turning  a  man  out  of  his  place,  for  no  other 
reason  but  to  satisfy  their  caprice ;  and 
plainly  told  them  he  could  not  do  it  without 
infringing  his  honour,  as  he  had  given  his 
word  that  the  possessor  should  enjoy  the 
post  for  life.  Far  from  being  satisfied  with 
tliis  declaration,  they  urged  their  demand 
v/ith  redoubled  importunity,  mi.xed  with  me- 
naces, which  equally  embarrassed  and  in- 
censed the  good-natured  dairo.  At  last, 
Yak-strot,  taking  compassion  upon  his  in- 
dulgent master,  prevailed  upon  his  kinsman 
to  release  him  from  the  obligation  of  his 
v/ord,  by  making  a  voluntary  resignation  of 
jus  office.  The  dairo  fell  sick  of  vexation  ; 
his  life  was  despaired  of;  and  all  Japan  was 
filled  with  alarm  and  apprehension  at  the 
prospect  of  an  infant's  ascending  the  throne  ; 
ibr  the  heir  apparent  was  still  in  the  cradle. 
Their  fears,  however,  were  happily  disap- 
pointed by  the  recovery  of  the  emperor,  who, 
to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  inconve- 
niences that  might  attend  his  demise,  during 
the  minority  of  his  son,  resolved  that  a  re- 
gency should  be  established  and  ratified  by 
the  states  of  the  empire.  The  plan  of  this 
regency  he  concerted  in  private  with  the 
venerable  princess  his  grandmother  and  his 
IHend  Yak-strot;  and  then  communicated 
the  design  to  his  ministers,  who,  knowing 
the  quarter  from  whence  it  had  come,  treat- 
ed it  with  coldness  and  contempt.  They 
were  so  elevated  by  their  last  triumph  over 
the  Ximian  favourite,  that  they  overlooked 
every  obstacle  to  their  ambition,  and  deter- 
mined to  render  the  dairo  dependent  on  tliem, 
and  them  only.  With  this  view,  they  tlirew 
cold  water  on  the  present  measure ;  ar;d  to 
mark  their  hatred  of  the  favourite  more 
Htrongly  in  the  eyes  of  Legion,  they  endea- 
voured lo  exclude  the  name  of  his  patroness, 
the  dairo's  grandmother,  from  the  deed  of 
'e^ncy,  though  their  malice  was  frustrated 


by  the  vigilance  of  Yak-strot,  and  the  indig 
nation  of  the  states,  who  resented  this  af- 
front offered  to  the  family  of  their  sovereign. 
The  tyranny  of  this  junto  became  so  in- 
tolerable to  Gio-gio,  that  he  resolved  to  shake 
off  their  yoke,  whatever  might  be  the  conse- 
quence  ;  but  before  any  effectual  step  was 
taken  for  that  purpose,  Yak-strot,  who  un- 
derstood mechanics,  and  had  studied  the  art 
of  puppet-playing,  tried  an  experiment  on  the 
organs  of  the  cabal,  which  he  tampered  with 
individually  without  success.  Instead  of  ut- 
tering what  ho  prompted,  the  sounds  came 
out  quite  altered  in  their  passage.  Gotto- 
mio  grunted  :  the  financier  Twitz-er  bleated 
or  rather  brayed :  one  scribe  mewed  like  a 
cat :  the  other  yelped  like  a  jackall.  In  shorty 
they  were  found  so  perverse  and  refractory, 
that  the  master  of  the  motion  kicked  th&m 
off  the  stage,  and  supplied  the  scene  with  a 
new  set  of  puppets  made  of  very  extraordi- 
nary materials.  They  were  the  very  figures 
through  whose  pipes  the  charge  of  mal-ad- 
ministration  had  been  so  loudly  sounded 
against  the  Ximian  favourite.  They  were 
now  mustered  by  the  fatzman,  and  hung  up- 
on the  pegs  of  the  very  same  puppet-show- 
man against  whom  they  had  so  vehemently 
inveighed.  Even  the  superannuated  Fika- 
kaka  appeared  again  upon  the  stage  as  an 
actor  of  some  consequence  ;  and  insisted  up- 
on it,  that  his  metamorphosis  was  a  mere  ca- 
lumny. Bat  Taycho  and  Lob-kob  kept  aloof, 
because  Yak-strot  had  not  yet  touched  them 
on  the  proper  keys. 

The  first  exhibition  of  the  new  puppets 
was  called  topsy-turvy,  a  farce  in  which  they 
overthrew  all  the  paper  houses  which  their 
predecessors  had  built;  but  they  performed 
their  parts  in  such  confusion,  that  Yak-strot, 
interposing  to  keep  them  in  order,  received 
divers  contusions  and  severe  kicks  on  th.e 
shins,  which  made  his  eyes  water ;  and,  in- 
deed, he  had  in  a  little  time  reason  enough 
to  repent  of  the  revolution  he  had  brought 
about.  The  new  sticks  of  administration 
proved  more  stiff  and  unmanageable  than  the 
former;  and  those  he  had  discarded,  associa- 
ting with  the  blatant  beast,  bedaubed  him 
with  such  a  variety  of  filth,  drained  from  ali 
the  sewers  of  scurrility,  that  he  really  be- 
came a  public  nuisance.  Gotto-mio  pre- 
tended remorse  of  conscience,  and  declared 
he  would  impeach  Yak-strot  for  the  peace 
which  he  himself  had  nagociated.  Twitz-er 
pnivelled  and  cried,  and  cast  figures,  to  prove 
that  Yak-strot  was  born  for  the  destruction 
of  Japan;  and  Zan-ti-fic  lured  an  incendiary 
bonza,  called  Toks,  to  throw  fire-balls  by 
night  into  the  palace  of  the  favourite. 

Ir.  this  distress,  Strot  cast  his  eyes  on  Tay- 
cho the  monster-tamer,  who  alone  seemed 
able  to  overbalance  the  weight  of  all  their 
opposition  ;  and  to  liim  he  made  large  ad- 
vances accordingly  ;  but  his  offers  were  stiL 
inadeauate  to  the  expectations  of  that  dem:; 
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pogiie,  who,  iievcrtlicless,  put  on  a  face  ol" 
capiuilation.  He  was  even  heard  to  say, 
that  Yak-strot  was  an  honest  man,  and  a 
food  minister;  nay,  ho  declared  he  would 
*3cend  the  liighest  pinnacle  of  the  highest 
pagod  in  Japan,  and  proclaim  that  Yak-strot 
iidd  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  meddled 
with  administration  since  lie  resigned  the 
public  office  of  minister.  Finding  him,  how- 
ever, tardy  and  phlegmatic  in  his  proposals, 
he  thought  proper  to  change  his  phrase,  and, 
,n  the  next  assembly  of  liie  people,  swore, 
rtilli  great  vociferation,  that  the  said  Yak- 
5trot  was  the  greatest  rogue  tiiat  ever  escaped 
the  gallows.  This  was  a  necessary  fillip 
vo  Yak-strot,  and  operated  upon  him  so  ef- 
fectually, that  he  forthwith  sent  a  charte 
\»lanche  to  the  great  Tayclio,  and  a  treaty 
,vas  immediately  ratified  on  the  following 
condition:  that  the  said  Tayciio  sliould  be 
raised  to  the  rank  of  quanbuku,  and  be  ap- 
pointed conservator  of  the  dairo's  signet : 
that  no  state  measure  should  be  taken  with- 
out his  express  approbation  :  that  his  creature 
the  lawyer  Praft-fog  should  be  ennobled  and 
preferred  to  the  most  eminent  place  in  the 
tribunals  of  Japan :  and  that  all  his  friends 
.and  dependents  should  be  provided  for  at  the 
public  expense,  in  such  a  manner  as  he  him- 
Eclf  should  propose.  His  kinsman  Lob-kob, 
Iiowever,  was  not  comprehended  in  this  trea- 
Iv,  the  articles  of  which  lie  inveighed  against 
with  such  acrimony,  that  a  rupture  ensued 
betwixt  these  two  originals.  The  truth  is, 
Lob-kob  was  now  so  full  of  liis  own  import- 
ance, that  nothing  less  than  an  equal  share 
of  administration  would  satisfy  his  ambition  ; 
and  this  was  neither  in  Taycho's  power  nor 
inclination  to  grant. 

The  first  consequence  of  this  treaty  was  a 
new  shift  of  hands,  and  a  new  dance  of  min- 
isters. The  chair  of  precedency  was  pulled 
from  under  the  antiquated  Fika-kaka,  who 
fell  upon  his  back  ;  and  his  heels  fiying  np, 
discovered  but  too  plainly  the  melanclioly 
truth  of  his  metamorphosis.  All  his  col- 
leagues were  discarded,  except  those  who 
thought  proper  to  temporize  and  join  in 
dancing  the  hay,  according  as  they  were 
actuated  by  tiie  new  partners  of  the  puppet- 
show.  This  coalition  was  the  greatest  mas- 
terpiece in  politics  that  Yak-strot  ever  per- 
formed. Taycho,  the  formidable  Taycho  I 
whom  in  hjs  single  person  ho  dreaded  more 
than  all  his  other  enemies  of  Japan  united, 
was  now  become  his  coadjutor,  abettor,  and 
advocate;  and,  which  was  still  of  more  con- 
sequence to  Strot,  that  demagogue  was  for- 
eaken  by  his  good  genius  Legion. 

Tiie  many-headed  monster  would  have 
6wallowed  down  every  other  species  of  ter- 
giversation in  Taycho,  except  a  coalition 
with  the  detested  favourite,  and  the  title  of 
quo,  by  which  he  formally  renounced  its  so- 
ciety ;  but  these  were  articles  wiiich  the  mon- 
grel could  not  digcsi'.  The  tidings  of  this 
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union  threw  the  beast  into  a  kind  of  stupor, 
tVom  which  it  was  roused  by  blisters  and 
cauteries  applied  by  Gotto-mio,  Twitz-er, 
Zan-ti-fic,  with  his  understrapjier  Toks,  now 
reinforced  by  Fika-kaka,  and  his  discarded 
associates  ;  Ibr  their  common  hatred  to  Yak- 
strot,  like  the  rod  of  Moses,  swallowed  up 
every  distinction  of  party,  and  every  sugges- 
tion of  former  animosity  ;  and  liiey  concurro<? 
with  incredible  zeal  in  rousing  Legion  to  a 
due  sense  of  Taycho's  apostacy.  The  beast 
so  stimulated,  iiowled  tinee  days  and  tliret 
nights  successively  at  Taycho's  gale  ;  thei 
was  seized  with  a  convulsion,  that  went  o3 
with  an  evacuation  upwards  and  downwards 
so  offensive  that  the  very  air  was  infected. 

The  horrid  sounds  of  the  beast's  lamenta- 
tions, the  noxious  cfiluvia  of  its  filthy  dis- 
charge, joined  to  the  poignant  remorse  which 
Taycho  felt  at  finding  his  power  over  Legion 
dissolved,  occasioned  a  commotion  in  hir 
brain  ;  and  tiiis  led  him  into  certain  extrava- 
gances,  which  gave  his  enemies  a  handle  to 
say  he  was  actually  insane.  His  former 
friends  and  partizans  thought  the  best  apolo- 
gy they  could  make  for  the  inconsistency  o; 
his  conduct,  was  to  say  he  was  7ion  compos , 
and  this  report  was  far  from  being  disagreea 
ble  to  Yak-strot,  because  it  would  at  any  time 
furnish  him  with  a  plausible  pretence  to  dis- 
solve the  partnership,  at  which  he  inwardly 
repined  :  for  it  was  necessity  alone  that  drove 
him  to  a  partition  of  his  power  with  a  man 
so  incapable  of  acting  in  concert  with  any 
colleague  whatsoever. 

In  the  mean  time  Gotto-mio  and  his  asso- 
ciates left  no  stone  unturned  to  acquire  the 
Kame  inlluonce  over  Legion  which  'J'aycho 
had  so  eminently  possessed  ;  but  the  beast's 
faculties,  slender  as  they  were,  seemed  now 
greatly  impaired,  in  consequence  of  tliat  arch 
empiric's  practices  upon  its  constitution.  In 
vain  did  Gotto-rnio  whoop  and  halloo  ;  in 
vain  did  Twitz-er  tickle  its  long  cars  ;  in  vain 
did  Zan-ti-fic  apply  sternutatories,  and  his 
bonza  administer  inflammatory  glysters  ;  tJie 
monster  could  never  bo  brought  to  a  right 
understanding,  or  at  all  concur  with  their 
designs,  except  in  one  instance,  which  was 
its  antipathy  to  the  Ximian  favourite.  This 
had  become  so  habitual,  that  it  acted  mechan- 
ically upon  its  organs,  even  after  it  had  lost 
all  other  signs  of  recognition.  As  often  aa 
the  name  of  Yak-strot  was  pronounced,  the 
boast  began  to  yell,  and  all  the  usual  conse- 
quences ensued  ;  but  whenever  his  new 
friends  presumed  to  mount  him,  he  threw 
himself  on  his  back,  and  rolled  them  in  tlit 
kennel  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 

One  would  imagine  there  was  some  leaven 
in  the  nature  of  Yak-strot,  that  soured  all  his 
suba.r-erns  who  were  natives  of  Niphon  ;  for 
howsoever  they  promised  all  submission  to 
his  will  before  they  were  admitted  into  hia 
motion,  they  no  sooner  founu  themselves 
acting  characters  in  his  drama,  than  thev  bo« 
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gan  to  thwart  Iiim  in  his  measures  ;  so  that 
he  was  plagued  by  tliose  he  had  taken  in,  and 
persecuted  by  tiiose  he  had  driven  out.  The 
two  great  props,  which  he  had  been  at  so 
nnucii  pains  to  provide,  now  failed  him. 
Taycho  was  grown  crazy,  and  could  no 
longer  manage  the  monster;  and  Quamba- 
cun-dono,  the  fatzman,  whose  authority  had 
kept  several  puppets  in  awe,  died  about  this 
period.  These  two  circumstances  were  the 
more  alarming,  as  Gotto-mio  and  his  crew 
began  to  gain  ground,  not  only  in  their  en- 
deavours to  rouse  the  monster,  but  also  in 
tampering  with  some  of  the  acting  puppets, 
to  join  their  cabal,  and  make  head  against 
tlieir  master.  These  exotencs  grew  so  re- 
fractory, that  when  he  tried  to  wheel  tliem 
to  the  right,  they  turned  to  the  left  about; 
and,  instead  of  joining  hands  in  the  dance  of 
politics,  rapped  their  heads  against  each 
other  with  such  violence,  that  the  noise  of 
the  collision  was  heard  in  the  street ;  and,  if 
they  had  not  been  made  of  the  hardest  wood 
in  Japan,  some  of  them  would  certainly  have 
been  split  in  the  encounter. 

By  this  time  Legion  began  to  have  some 
sense  of  his  own  miserable  condition.  The 
ctiects  of  the  yeast  potions  which  it  had 
drank  so  liberally  from  the  hands  of  Taycho, 
now  wore  off.  Tlie  fumes  dispersed  ;  the 
illusion  vanished;  the  flatulent  tumour  of  its 
belly  disappeared  with  innumerable  e.xplo- 
eions,  leaving  a  hideous  lankness,  and  such  a 
canine  appetite  as  all  the  eatables  of  Japan 
could  not  satisfy.  After  having  devoured  the 
wliole  harvest,  it  yawned  for  more,  and  grew 
quite  outrageous  in  its  hunger,  threatening 
io  feed  on  human  flesh,  if  not  plentifully 
supplied  with  other  viands.  In  this  dilemma 
Yak-strot  convened  the  council  of  twenty- 
ciglit,  where,  in  consideration  of  the  urgency 
of  the  case,  it  was  resolved  to  suspend  the 
law  against  the  importation  of  foreign  provi- 
sions, and  open  the  ports  of  Japan  for  the 
relief  of  the  blatant  beast. 

As  this  was  vesting  the  dairo  with  a  dis- 
pensing power  unknown  to  the  constitution 
of  Japan,  it  was  thought  necessary,  at  the 
next  assembly  of  the  qtios  and  quanbukus 
that  constitute  the  legislature,  to  obtain  a 
legal  sanction  for  that  extraordinary  exercise 
of  prerogative,  which  nothing  but  the  salus 
poptdi  could  excuse.  Upon  this  occasion  it 
was  diverting  to  see  with  what  effrontery  in- 
dividuals changed  their  principles  with  their 
places.  Taycho  the  quo,  happening  to  be 
in  one  of  his  lucid  intervals,  went  to  the  as- 
sembly, supported  by  his  two  creatures  Praft- 
fog,  and  another  limb  of  the  law  called  Lley- 
nah,  surnamed  Gurg-grog,  or  Curse-mother  ; 
and  this  triumvirate,  who  had  raised  thom- 
eelvcs  from  nothing  to  the  first  rank  in  the 
:-tate,  by  \ilifving  and  insulting  the  kingly 
power,  and  affirming  that  the  dairo  was  the 
?lave  of  the  people,  now  had  the  impuilence 
.o  declare  in  the  face  of  dav,  that  in  some 


cases  the  emperor's  power  was  absolute,  and 
that  he  had  an  inherent  right  to  suspend  and 
supersede  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  tho 
legislature. 

Mura-clami,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
eclipsed  in  his  judicial  capacity  by  the  popu- 
larity of  Praff'-fog,  did  not  fail  to  seize  this 
opportunity  of  exposnig  the  character  of  his 
upstart  rival.  Though  he  had  been  all  his 
life  an  humble  retainer  to  the  prerogative,  he 
now  made  a  parade  of  patriotism,  and,  in  a 
tide  of  eloquence,  bore  down  all  the  flimsy 
arguments  which  the  triumvirate  advanced. 
He  demonstrated  the  futility  of  their  reason- 
ing, from  the  express  laws  and  customs  of 
the  empire  ;  he  expatiated  on  the  pernicious 
tendency  of  their  doctrine,  and  exhibited  the 
inconsistency  of  their  conduct  in  such  co- 
lours, that  they  must  have  hid  their  heads  in 
confusion,  had  they  not  happily  conquered 
all  sense  of  shame,  and  been  well  convinced 
that  the  majority  of  the  assembly  were  pot  a 
whit  more  honest  than  themselves.  Mura- 
clami  enjoyed  a  momentary  triumph  ;  but  his 
words  made  a  very  slight  impression  ;  for  it 
was  his  misfortune  to  be  a  Ximian  ;  and  if 
his  virtues  had  been  more  numerous  than 
the  hairs  in  his  beard,  this  very  circumstance 
would  have  shaved  them  clean  away  from 
the  consideration  of  the  audience. 

Taycho,  opening  the  flood-gates  of  his 
abuse,  bespattered  all  that  opposed  him 
Lley-nah,  alias  Curse-mother,  swore  that  he 
had  got  into  the  wrong  box;  then  turning  to 
Pratf-fog, — "  Brother  Praff,"  cried  he,  "  thou 
hast  nov/  let  down  thy  trowsers,  and  every 
rascal  in  Japan  will  whip  thy  a — e  !"  Praff 
was  afraid  of  the  beast's  resentment :  but 
Taycho  bestrid  him  like  a  colossus,  and  he 
crept  through  between  his  legs  into  a  place 
of  safety.  This  was  the  last  time  that  the 
orator  appeared  in  public.  Immediately  after 
this  occurrence,  it  w'as  found  necessary  to 
confine  him  to  a  dark  chamber,  and  Yak-strot 
was  left  to  his  own  inventions. 

In  this  dilemma  he  had  recourse  to  the  old 
expedient  of  changing  hands  ;  and,  as  a  pre- 
lude to  this  reform,  made  advances  to  Gotto- 
mio,  whom  he  actually  detached  from  the 
opposition,  by  providing  his  friends  and  de- 
pendants with  lucrative  offices,  and  promis- 
ing to  take  no  steps  of  consequence  without 
his  privity  and  approbation.  A  sop  was  at 
the  same  time  thrown  to  Tvvitz-er;  Zan-ti- 
fic,  lulled  with  specious  promises,  discarded 
Toks  the  incendiary  bonza  ;  Lob-kob  signed 
a  neutrality  ;  and  old  Fika-kaka  was  deprived 
of  the  use  of  speech  : — in  a  word,  the  ill-ce- 
mented confederacy  of  Strot's  exoteric  foes 
fell  asunder  ;  and  Legion  had  now  no  rage 
but  the  rage  of  hunger  to  be  appeased.  But 
the  Ximian  favourite  was  still  thwarted  in  his 
operations  behind  the  curtain  ;  for  he  had  so 
often  chopped  and  changed  the  figures  that 
composed  his  motion,  that  they  were  ,'•11  of 
different  materials  ;  so  wretchedly  sorted  and 
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to  ill  toned,  tliat,  when  tlioy  came  upon  the 
Bceno,  tlioy  produced  nothing  but  discord 
and  (hijortler. 

Tlic  Japanese  colony  of  Fatsissiohad  been 
settled  above  a  century  ;  and,  in  tlie  face  of 
a  tliousand   dangers  and   ditHcultics,   raised 
themselves  to  sucii  consideration,  that  they 
consumed  infinite  quantities  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  Japan,  for  which  they  paid  tlieirmo- 
tlier  country  in  gold  and  silver,  and  precious 
drugs,  the  [)ro(iiice  of  their  plantations.  Tlie 
advantages  which  Japan   reaped   from    this 
traffic  with  iicr  own  colonists,  almost  cqu.iUed 
the  amount  of  what  she  gained  by  her  com- 
merce  wifh    all    the    other   parts    of  Asia. 
Twitz-er,  when  he  managed  the  finances  of 
Japan,  had,  in  his  great  wisdom,  planned, 
procured   and  promulgated  a  law,  saddling 
the  Fatsissians  wi-th  a  grievous  tax  to  answer 
the  occasions  of  the  Japanese  government ; 
an  imposition  which  struck  at  the  very  vitals 
of  their  constitution,  by  which  they  were  ex- 
empt from  all  burdens  but  such  as  they  fitted 
for    their   own    shoulders.     They    raised    a 
mighty  clamour  at  this  innovation,  in  vs'lnch 
they  were  joined  by  Legior.,  at  that  time  un- 
der the  influence  of  Tayclio,  wlio,  in  tiic  6S-  \ 
eembly    of   the    people,    bitterly    inveig?)cd 
against  the  authors  and  abettors  of  such  an 
arbitrary    and   tyrannical    measure.      Their 
reproach    and    execration    did    not   stop    at 
Twitz-er,  but  proceeded,  as  usual,  to   Yiik- 
strot,  who  was  the  general  butt  at  which  all 
the  arrows  of  slander,  scurrility  and  abuse, 
were  levelled.     The  puppets  with  which  he 
supplied  the  places  of  Twitz-er  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  order  to  recommend  themselves 
to  Legion,  and  perhaps  with  a  view  to  mor- 
tify  the   favourite  who  had   patronised   the 
Fatsissian    tax,  insisted   upon   withdrawing 
this  imposition,  whicii  was  accordingly  abro- 
gated, to  the  no  small  disgrace  and  contempt 
of  the  law-givers  ;  but  when  these  new  ini- 
ni;5ters  were  turned  out,  to  make  way   for 
Tuvcho  and  his  friends,  the  interest  of  the 
Futsissians  was  again  abandoned.     Even  the 
orator  himself  declaimed  against  them  with 
an   unembarrassed  countenance,  after  they 
had  raised  statues  to  him  as  their  friend  and 
patron;   and  measures  wore  taken  to  make 
them  feel  all  the  severity  of  an  abject  depend- 
ence upon  the  legislature  of  Japan.   Finally, 
Gotto-mio  acceded  to  this  system,  which  he 
had  formerly  approved  in  conjunction  with 
Twitz-er;   and  preparations  were  made  for 
using  coinpu.sory  measures,  should  the  co- 
loniets  refuse  to  submit  with  a  good  grace. 


The  Fatsissians,  far  fnim  acquiescing  in 
these  proceedings,  resolved  to  defend  to  the 
last  extremity  those  liberties  which  they  had 
hitherto  preserved  ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  their 
independence,  agreed  among  themselves  to 
renounce  all  the  superfluities  with  which 
they  had  so  long  been  furnished,  at  a  vast 
exj)ense,  from  the  manufactures  of  Japan, 
since  that  nation  had  begun  to  act  towards 
them  with  all  the  cruelty  of  a  stepmother. 
It  was  amazing  to  see  and  to  hear  how  Le- 
gion raved,  and  slabbered,  and  snapped  his 
multitudinous  jaws  in  the  streets  of  Meaco, 
when  it  understood  that  the  Fatsissians  were 
di>termiiied  to  live  on  what  their  own  country 
alfordcd.  Tiiey  were  represented  and  reviled 
as  ruffians,  barbarians,  and  unnatural  mon- 
sters, who  clapped  the  dagger  to  the  breast 
of  their  indulgent  mother,  in  presuming  to 
save  themselves  the  expen.se  of  those  super- 
fluities, which,  by  the  bye,  her  cruel  imposi- 
tions had  left  them  no  money  to  purchase. 
Nothing  was  heard  in  Japan  but  threats  of 
punishing  those  ungrateful  colonists  with 
whips  and  scorpions.  For  this  purpose 
troops  were  assembled  and  fleets  equipped  ; 
and  the  blatant  beast  yawned  with  impatient 
expectation  of  being  drenched  with  the 
blood  of  its  fellow-subjects. 

Yak-strot  was  seized  with  horror  at  the 
prospect  of  such  extremities  ;  for,  to  give  the 
devil  his  due,  his  disposition  was  neither  ar- 
bitrary nor  cruel  ;  but  he  had  been  hurrieiVby 
evil  counsellors  into  a  train  of  false  politics 
the  consequences  of  which  he  did  not  foresee 
He  now  summoned  council  after  council  tu 
deliberate  upon  conciliatory  expedients,  but 
found  the  motley  crew  so  divided  by  self- 
interest,  faction,  ?.nd  mutual  rancour,  that  no 
consistent  plan  could  be  tbrmed  ;  all  was 
nonsense,  clamour  and  contradiction.  The 
Ximian  favourite  now  wished  all  his  puppets 
at  the  devil,  and  secretly  cursed  the  hour  in 
whicli  he  first  undertook  the  motion.  He 
even  fell  sick  of  chagrin,  and  resolved  hi 
good  earnest  to  withdrav/  himself  entirely 
from  the  political  helm,  which  he  was  now 
convinced  he  had  no  talent  to  guide.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  tried  to  find  some  temporan 
alleviation  to  the  evils  occasioned  by  thu 
monstrous  incongruity  of  the  members  and 
materials  that  composed  his  administration. 
But  before  any  effectual  measures  could  be 
taken,  his  evil  genius,  ever  active,  browed 
up  another  storm  in  another  quarter,  which 
had  well  nigh  swept  him  and  all  his  projects 
into  the  gulf  of  perditicn. 
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THE  TEARS  OF   SCOTLAND. 

WUTTTLX   IX   THE    TEAU  ir+fi. 

MoVBN,  liapless  Cale<lo  .i;i,  numin 
Vliy  biuiisliud  peace,  lliy  laurels  lorn! 
Tli'y  sons,  for  valour  long  renowned, 
Lie  slaughtered  on  their  native  ground! 
Thy  hospitable  roofs  no  more 
Invite  the  stranger  to  the  door  ; 
In  smoky  ruins  sunk  tliey  lie, 
The  monumenls  of  cruelty. 

Tiie  wretched  owner  sees  afar 
His  all  become  the  prey  of  war  ; 
ISctliinks  him  of  his  babes  and  wife, 
Tlien  smites  iiis  breast  and  curses  life. 
Thv  swains  are  famished  on  the  rocks, 
Where  once  they  fed  their  wanton  flocks  ; 
Tlf  ravished  virgins  shriek  in  vain  ; 
Thy  infants  perish  on  the  plain. 

What  boots  it  then,  in  every  clime, 
Tlirougii  the  wide-spreading  waste  of  time, 
'["hv  martial  glory,  crowned  witli  praise, 
Still  shone  with  undiminishe<l  blaze  ? 
Thv  towering  spirit  now  is  broke, 
Thv  neck  is  bended  to  the  yoke. 
What  foreign  arms  could  never  (juell, 
Bv  civil  rage  and  rancour  fell. 

The  rural  pipe  and  merry  lay 
No  more  shall  cheer  the  happy  day  : 
No  social  scenes  of  gay  delight 
Beguile  llie  dreary  winter  night  : 
No  strains  but  those  of  sorrow  flow. 
And  nought  be  lieard  but  sounds  of  woe  ; 
While  the  pale  phantoms  of  tlie  slain 
Glide  nightly  o'er  the  silent  plain. 

O  baneful  cause  !   O  fauU  mo»n  ! 
.\ceursed  to  ages  yet  unborn  ! 
The  sons  against  their  fathers  stood. 
The  parent  shed  his  children's  blo>/<l. 
Yet,  when  the  rage  of  battle  ceased, 
Tiie  victor's  soul  was  not  appeased  . 
The  naked  an  1  forlorn  must  feel 
Devouring  flaiaes,  and  murdering  steel  ? 

The  pious  mother,  doomed  to  death. 
Forsaken,  wande-s  o'er  the  heatli  ; 


'i'he  bleak  wind  whistles  rcnnd  her  head. 
Her  helpless  orplians  cry  for  bread  : 
Bereft  of  slielter,  food,  and  friend. 
She  views  the  sliades  of  night  desceml  ; 
And,  stretched  beneath  the  inclement  Su.iei\ 
Weeps  o'er  her  tender  babes, — and  »lie». 

While  the  warm  blood  bedews  my  veins. 
And  unimpair'd   remen>brance  reigns, 
llesentment  of  my  country's  fate 
AV'illiin  my  filial  breast  shall  beat ; 
And,  spite  of  her  insulting  foe. 
My  symp.ithising  verse  shiUl  flow  : 
"  Mourn,  hapless  Caledonia,  mourn 
Thy  banislxed  peace,   thy  laurels  torn  ! 


SONG. 

To  nx  her — 'twere  a  task  as  vain 
To  count  the  April  drops  of  rain. 
To  sow  in  Afric's  barren  soil, 
Or  tempests  hold  within  a  toil. 

T  kncT-  -^  friend,  sl.e's  light  as  air 
False  as  tlie  fowler's  artful  snare  ; 
Inconstant  as  the  passing  wind. 
As   winter's  dreary  frost  unkind. 

She's  such  a  miser,  too,  in  love, 
lis  joys  she'll  neither  share  nor  prove 
Tiiou'gh  hundreds  of  gallants  await 
From  iier  victorious  eyes  their  fate. 

Blushing  at  such  inglorious  reign, 
1  sometimes  strive  to  break  her  ciiain  , 
Mv  reason  summon  to  my  aid, 
Busolvo  no  more  to  be  betrayed. 

Ah  !   friend,  'tis  but  a  short-lived  trance, 
Dispelled  by  one  enchanting  glance  ; 
Siie  need  but  look,  and  1  confess 
Those  looks  completely  curse  or  bleit. 

So  soft,  so  elegant,  so  fair. 
Sure  something  more  than  Iiuman's  tnere 
1  must  submit,  for  strife  is  vaiii, 
'Twas  destiny  that  for-ged  the  chain. 
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Bl  RLESQUE  ODE.* 

AVuETiE  wast  thou,  wiitol  Ward,   when  hap- 
less   fate, 
From  these  weak  arms,  mine  aged  grannam  tore' 

These  pious  arms  essav'd  too  late 
To  drive  the  dismal  phantom  from  the  door. 

Could  not  thy  healing  drop,  illustrious  quack! 
Could  not  thy  salutary  pill  prolong  her  d;iys, 

For  whom,  so  oft,  to  Marj  bone,  alack  ! 
riiy  sorrels  dragged  thee  througli  the  worst  of 
ways  .' 

Oil-dropping  Twick'nham  did  not  then  retain 
riiy    steps,    though    tended    by    the    Cambrian 
maid.';, 

Nor  the  sweet  environs  of  Drury-lane  ; 
Nor  dusty  Pimlico's  embowering  shades  ; 

Xor  Whitehall,  by  the  river's  bank, 

Beset  with  rowers  dank  ; 
N"or  where  the  Exchange  pours  forth   its  tawny 
sons  ; 

Nor  where,  to  mix  with  ofFal,  soil,  and  blood, 

Sleep  Snow-hill  rolls  the  sable  flood  ; 
Nor  where  the  Mint's  contaminated  kennel  runs 
111  doth  it  now  beseem. 
That  thou  shouldst  doze  and  dream. 
When  death  in  mortal  armour  came, 
And  struck  with  ruthless  dart  the  gentle  dame. 
Her  lib'ral  hand  and  sympathizing  breast 
The  brute  creation  kindly  bless'd  : 
Where'er  she  trod,  grimalkin  jjurr'd  around, 
The  squeaking  pigs  her  bounty  own'd  ; 
Nor  to  the  waddling  duck  or  gambling  goose, 
Did  s!ie  glad  sustenance  refuse  ; 
The  strutting  cock  she  daily  fed, 
And  turkey  with  his  snout  so  red  ; 
Of  chickens  careful  as  the  pious  hen, 
Nor  did  she  overlook  the  tomtit  or  the  wren  ; 
While   redbreast   hopp'd  before  her  in  the  hail, 
As  if  she  common  mother  were  of  all. 

For  my  distracted  mind, 

What  comfort  can  I  find  ? 
O  best  of  grannaras  !    thou  art  dead  and  gone, 
And  I  am  left  behind  to  weep  and  moan, 
To  sing  thy  dirge  in  sad  funereal  lay. 
Oil  !    woe  is  me  !   alack  I   and  well-a-dav  ! 


ODE  TO  MIRTH. 

Parent  of  joy  !   heart-easing  Mirth  I 
^Vhethe^  of  Venus  or  Aurora  borti, 

Yet  goddess  sure  of  heavenly  birth 
Visit  benign  a  son  of  grief  forlorn, 
Tiiy  glittering  colours  gay. 
Around  him.  Mirth,  display  : 
And  o'er  his  raptured  sense 
Diffuse  thy  living  influtucc  : 
So  siiall  each  hill,  in  purer  green  array'd 
And  flower-adorned,  in  new-born  beauty  glow; 


*  Dr  Smollett,  imaginmg  himBelf  ill-treated  by 
Lord  Lyitleton,  wrote  the  above  burles(iiie  on  tliai 
liobleman's  Monody  on  the  Death  of  his  Lady. 


Tlie   grove   shall   smooth  the  horrors  of  thta 
shade. 
And  streams  in  murmurs  shall  forget  to  flow. 
Sliine,  goddess,  shine  with  unremitted  ray. 
And  gild  (a  second  sun)  with  brighter  beam  our 
day. 

Labour  with  thee  forgets  his  pair, 
.\n(l  aged  Poverty  can  smile  with  thee; 

If  thou  be  nigh,  Grief's  hate  is  vain, 
.\nd  weak  the  uplifted  arm  of  Tyranny 
The  morning  opes  on  high 
His  universal  eye  ; 
And  on  tlie  world  doth  pour 
His  glories  in  a  golden  shower  : 
Lo  !    darkness  trembling  'fore  the  hostile  raj, 

Shrinks  to  the  cavern  deep  and  wood  forlorn  , 
The  brood  obscene,  that  own  her  gloomy  swaj, 
Troop    in  her   rear,   and  fly  the   approach  ol 
morn. 
Pale  shivering  ghosts,  that  dread  the  all-cheer- 
ing light, 
Quick,   as   the  lightning's  flash,   glide  to  sep'xJ- 
chral   night. 

But  whence  the  gladdening  beam 
That  pours  his  purple  stream 

O'er  the  long  prospect  wide  ^ 
'Tis  mirth.      I  see  her  sit, 
In  majesty  of  light. 

With  Laughter  at  her  side. 
Bright  eyed  Fancy  hovering  near, 
'Wide  waves  lier  glancing  wing  in  air  ; 
And  young  Wit  flings  his  pointed  durt. 
That  g\iililess  strikes  the  w  illing  hear}. 

Fear  not  now  Affliction's  power. 
Fear  not  now  wild  Passion's  rage. 
Nor  fear  ye  aught  in  evil  hour, 
Save  the  tardy  hand  of  Age. 
Now    Mirth    had    lieard    the    suppliant     ^)Oi:l'i 

prayer. 
No   cloud  that   rides  the   blast   shall   vex    iht 
troubled  air. 


ODE  TO  SLEEP. 

Soft  Sleep,  profoundly  pleasing  power 
Sweet  patron  of  the  i)caceful  hour, 
O  listen  from  thy  calm  abode. 
And  hither  wave  thy  magic  rod  ! 
Extend  thy  silent  soothing  sway. 
And  charm  the  canker.  Care,  away. 
W^ielher  thou  lov'st  to  glide  along, 
Attended  by  an  airy  throng 
Of  gentle  dreams  and  smiles  of  joy. 
Such  as  adorn  the  wanton  boy  ; 
Or  to  the  monarch's  fancy  bring 
Delights  that  better  suit  a  king, 
The  glittering  host,  the  groaning  plain 
The  clang  of  arms,  and  victor's  train 
Or  should   a  milder  vision  please. 
Present  the  happy  scenes  of  peace  ; 
Plunxji  autumn,  blushing  all  around, 
Rich  Industry,  with  toil   embrowned. 
Content,  with  rjrow  serenely  gay, 
And  genial  Art's  refulgent  ray. 
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ODE  TO  BLUE-EVED  ANN. 

Whkn  the  roui;h  North  forgets  to  )iowl, 
And  Ocean's  billoivs  ccasi;  to  roll  ; 
When  Liliviui  sanils  are  l)tHin(I  in  frost, 
Ami  cold  to  Nova  Zeinbla's  lost  ; 
^Vhell  heavenly  bodies  cease  to  move, 
My  hlue-eyed  Ann  I'll  cease  to  love. 

No  more  sliall  flowers  the   meads  adorn, 
Nor  sweetness  deck,  the  rosy  thorn, 
Nor  swelling  buds  proclaim  the  spring, 
Nor  parching  heals  the  dog-star  bring, 
Nor  laughing  lilies  paint  the  grove. 
When  blue-eyed  Ann  I  cease  to  love. 

No  more  shall  joy  in  jiope  be  found. 
Nor  pleasures  dance  their  frolic  round. 
Nor  love's  liglit  god  inhabit  earth, 
Nor  beauty  give  the  passion  birth. 
Nor  heat  to  summer  sunshine  cleave, 
When  blue-eyed  Nanny  I  deceive. 

^^'hen  rolling  seasons  cease  to  change, 
Inconstancy  forgets  to  range. 
When  lavish  May  no  more  shall  l)looin, 
Niir  gardens  yield  a  rich  perfume  ; 
AVliaii  nature  from  her  sphere  shall  start, 
I'll  tear  iiiy  Nanny  from  my  heart. 


ODE  TO  INDEPENDENCE. 

STnOPHE. 

Thy  spirit.  Independence,  let  mc  share, 

Lord  of  the  lion  heart  and  engle  eye, 
'I  hy  steps  1  follow  witli  my  bosom  bare, 

Nor  heed  tlie  storm  that  howls  along  the  skj-. 
Deep  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north, 
A  goildess  violated  brought  thee  forth. 
Immortal  Liberty,  whose  look  sublime 
rlath  bleached  tlie  tyrant's  ciieek  in  every  vary- 
ing clime. 

What  time  the  iron-heai-ti.'d  Gaul, 
With  frantic  Superstition  for  his  guide. 

Armed  with  the  dagger  and  the  pall. 
The  sons  of  Woden  to  the  field  defied  ; 

The  riitliless  hag,  by  Weser's  flood. 
In  Heaven's  'lame  urged  the  infernal  blow, 

And  red  the  stream  began  to  flow  : 
The  vanquished  were  ba[itized  with  blood  !* 

ANTISmoPIIE. 

The  Saxon  prince  in  horror  fled 
From  altars  stained  with  human  gore  ; 

And  Liberty  his  routed  legioiis  led 
In  safely  to  the  bleak  Norwegian  shoi  e. 

T'.iere  in  a  cave  asleep  she  lay, 
Lulled  by  the  hoarse  resoun<'ing  main, 

When  a  bold  savage  passed  that  way. 
Impelled  by  Destiny,  his  name  Disdain. 

*  Charlemagne  obliged  four  thousand  Saxon  pris- 
oners to  embrace  the  Cliristian  religion;  and  imme- 
diate! y  after  they  were  baptizeil,  ordered  their  throats 
to  be  cut. — ^Their  prince,  Viiikiiid,  fled  for  shelter  to 
Gijtii;  it,  king  of  Denmark 


Of  ample  trout  the  portly  chief  apiieared  ; 
The  hunted  bear  supplied  a  shaggy  vest. 

The  drifte<l  snow  hung  on  his  yellow  beard, 
Anil  his  broad  shoulders  braved  the  furious  lilast. 

lie  stopt  ;    he  gazed  ;  his  bosom   glowed, 
.\nd  deeply  felt  the  impression  of  her  charms 

He  seized  the  advantage  Fate  allowed. 
And  straight  compressed  her  in  his  vigorous  arnr.  3 

STnoPHK. 

The  eui-lirw  screamed,    the  Tritons  blew 
Their  sliells,   to  celebi-ate  the  ravished  rite  ; 

Old  Time  exulted  as  he  flew. 
And  Independence  saw  the  light. 

The  ligiit  he  saw  in  Albion's  happy  plains, 
Where,  under  cover  of  a  flowering  thorn. 

While  Piiilomel  renewed  her  warbled  strains, 
The  auspicious  fruit  of  stolen  embrace  was  born. 

The  mountain  Dryads  seizeil  with  joy 
The  smiling  infant  to  their  charge  consigned  ; 

The  Doric  muse  caressed  the  favourite  boy  ; 
The  heiniit  Wisdom  stored  his  opening  mind. 

As  rolling  years  matured  his  age. 
He  flourished  bold  and  sinewy  as  his  sire  ; 

While  the  mild  passions  in  his  breast assuagt 
The  fiercer  flames  of  his  maternal  fire. 

ANTISTROPHE. 

Accomplished  thus,  he  winged  his  way, 
And  zealous  roved  from  jjole  to  ])ole, 
The  rolls  of  right  eternal  to  display, 
And  warm  with  patriot  thoughts  the  aspiri  ng  sou! 

On  desert  isles  'twas  he  tliat  raised* 
Those  spires  that  gild  the  Adriatic  wave, 

AVhere  Tyranny  beheld,  amazed. 
Fair  Freedom's  temple,    where  he   marked  hei 
grave. 

He  steeled  the  blunt  Batavian's  armst 
To  burst  the  Iberian's  double  chain  ; 

And  cities  reared,  and  planted  farms, 
Won  from  the  skirls  of  Neptune's  wide  domaiii 

He,  with  the  generous  rustics,  sat 
On  Uri's  rocks,  in  close  divan  ;^ 

Vnd  winged  that  arrow,  sure  as  fate, 
Which  ascertained  the  sacred  rights  of  man. 

STROrilK. 

Arabia's  scorching  sands  he  crossed,^ 
Where  blasted  Nature  pants  sv])ine, 
Con<Iuctor  of  her  tribes  adust 

To  Freedom's  adamantine  shrine  ; 
And  many  a  Tartar  hor<!e  forlorn,  aghast  'J 
He   snatched    from    under  fell    Oppression': 
winsr. 


*  Alihoiigh  Venice  was  built  a  considerable  time 
before  the  era  here  assigned  for  the  birlh  of  Inde- 
[)endenco,  the  re))uhlic  had  not  yet  attained  to  any 
great  degree  of  [wwer  and  splendour. 

1"  The  Low  Countries  were  not  only  oppressed  by 
grievous  taxations,  but  likewise  threatened  with  th<i 
establishment  of  the  Inquisition,  when  the  Seveii 
Provinces  revolted,  and  shook  olf  the  voke  of  Spnin 

{Alluding  to  the  known  story  of  William  Tell  and 
his  associates,  the  fathers  and  founders  of  the  con- 
federacy of  the  Swiss  cantons. 

^  The  Arabs,  rather  than  abandon  their  indepen- 
demy,  have  often  abandoned  their  habitations,  and 
encountered  all  the  horrors  of  the  desert. 

II  From  the  tyranny  of  Jenghis  Khan,  Timur  Bee 
and  other  eastern  conquerors,  whole  tribes  of  Tartan 
were  used  to  fiy  into  the  remoter  wastes  of  Cathay 
where  no  army  could  follow  them. 
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And  taught,  amidst  the  dreary  waste, 
The  all-cheering  hymns  of  liberty  to  sing;. 
He  virtue  finds,  like  precious  ore, 

Diffused  througii  every  baser  mould  : 
Even  now  he  stands  on  Calvi's  rocky  shore. 

And  turns  the  dross  of  Corsica  to  gold.* 
He,  guardian  genius,  taugiit  my  youth 

Pomp's  tinsel  livery  to  despise  ; 
My  lips,  by  him  chastised  to  truth, 
N'c'er  paid  that  homage  wliich  my  heart  denies. 

astisthophe. 
Those  sculptured  halls  my  feet  shall  never  tread, 

Where  varnished  vice  and  vanity,   combined 
I'o  dazzle  and  seduce,  their  banners  spread, 

And  forge  vile  shackles  for  tlie  freeborn  mind  ; 
While  Insolence  his  front  uprears. 

And  all  the  flowers  of  spurious  Fancy  blow. 
And  Title  his  ill-woven  ch.iplet  wears, 

Full  often  wTeathed  around  the  miscreant's 
brow  : 
Where  ever-dimpling  Falsehood,  pert  and  vain. 

Presents  her  cup  of  stale  profession's  frolli. 
And  pale  Disease,  with  all  liis  bloated  train, 

Torments  the  sons  of  gluttony  and  sloth. 

STROPHE. 

[n  Fortune's  car  behold  that  mir.icn  ride. 
With  cither  India's  glittering  spoils  oppressed; 


*  The  noble  stand  made  by  Paschal  Paoli  and  his 
associates  against  the  usurpation  of  the  French  king, 
rri^'  sndear  them  to  all  llie  sone  of  liberty  and  inde- 


So  moves  tlic  sumptcr-mule,  in  harnessed  pridu 

That  bears  the  treasure  which  she  cannot  taste 
For  him  let  venal  bards  disgrace  the  bay, 

And    hireling    minstrels    wake    tlie   tinklinjj 
string  ; 
fler  sensual  snares  let  faithless  Pleasure  lav, 

An<!  jingling  bells  fantastic  Folly  ring; 
Disquiet,  doubt  and  dread  shall  intervene  ; 

And  Xature,  stil'  to  all  her  feelings  just, 
In  vengeance  hang  a  damp  on  every  scene, 

Siiook  from  the  baneful  pinions  of  disgust. 

ANTISTROPHB. 

Xature  I'll  court  in  her  sequestered  haunts, 

Bv  mountain,  meadow,   streamlet,  grove,  d 
cell. 
Where  the  poised  lark  his  evening  ditty  chants. 

And  Health,  and  Peace,   and  Contemplation 
dwell. 
There  Study  shall  with  Solitude  recline  ; 

And    Friendship    pledge    me   to    his    fellow 
swains  ; 
And  Toil  and  Temperance  sedately  twine 

The  slender  cord  that  fluttering  life  sustains; 
And  fearless  Poverty  shall  guard  the  door  ; 

And  Taste  unspoiled  the  frugal  table  spread  ; 
And  Industry  supply  the  humble  store  ; 

And  Sleep  unbribed  his  dews  refreshing  shed  ; 
White-mantled  Innocence,  ethereal  sprite  ! 
Sliall  chase  far  off  the  goblins  of  the  night: 
And  Independence  o'er  the  day  preside, 
Pro[iitious  power  !   'jiy  patron  and  my  pridt^ 


THE  END. 
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